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Black  Bass  in  France,  The,  209 
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Broads  Revisited,  The,  81 
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Canada,  From,  442 
Canada,  A  Note  from,  345 
Canada,  Salmon  Fishing  Season  in,  119 
Canadian  Governors-General  as  Ang'.ers, 

404 

Canonbie  Revisited,  246 

Cape  Town  Angling  Association,  431 

Carlton,  S.  W. — Sea-Trout  Fishing  in 

Mull,  446 
Carp,  A  Grand  Crucian,  31b.,  459 
Carp  on  a  Fly  Rod,  363 
Carp,  Some  Habits  of  the,  23 
Casual  Casts,  191 
Chased  by  a  Shark,  239 
Chasing  the  Shadow,  207 
Chicago  Bait  Casting  Tournament,  260 
Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club,  1 14 
"  Chiel,  The." — Chasing  the  Shadow, 

207  ;  A  Brief  Hour  with  the  Roach, 
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Christmas  and  the  New  Year,  427 
Christmas  Day  on  the  Cam,  445 
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Closing  Down,  316 
Cod  caught  at  Great  Depths,  1 7 
Coquet  Conservators  and  Poaching,  427 
Cording  &  Co. — Waterproofers  to  the 

King  of  Italy,  350 
Cornish  Trout  Stream,  A  Day  on  a,  38 
Cornwall  Fishing  Centre,  A  North,  2 
Cornwall,  Fresh-Water  Fishing  in,  368 
Crayfish  Poaching  in  the  New  River, 

357 

Cross-Breeding  amongst  Wild  Fish,  311 
CuUfail  Angling  Hotel,  Kilmelford,  near 

Oban,  485 
Dace  Fishing  in  Devon,  435 
Darenth,  The  Season  on  the,  280 
Dead  Fish,  Shoals  of,  109 
Deal  Competition,  395 
Derwent  Pollution  Action,  427 
Destruction  of  Fiah  by  Wild  Birds,  259 


Destruction  of  Fish  and  Horses  by  the 

Derbyshire  Wye,  345 
I  Deutsch,    G. — Old-Time    Fishing  in 
:     Austria,  etc.,  63 
Dick  ins,  J.    M. — How    I   Became  a 

Journalist,  464 
Discursive  Discourse,  A,  244 
Dogfish,  How  to  Catch,  345 
Doig,  S.  B. — May  Fly  Season  on  Lough 

Corrib,  61 
Dominica,  Fishing  in,  137 
Donegal,  The  Lennan  and  Lough  Derg, 

400 

Donegal,  What  I  Saw  and  Heard  in,  3, 
18,  49,  60,  82,  98,  114,  134,  151,  169 

"  Dragnet." — Jottings  by  the  Way, 
weekly;  Review  of  "  Bimkumelli," 
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Drought  in  Germany,  133 
Dry- Fly  Fishing  in  America,  488 
Dry-Fly  Purist,  A  £100  Rod  for  a,  345 
Ducheson,  O. — A  Fortnight's  Holiday 

near  Mevagissey,  219 
Duffer's  Day,  The,  62 
"  E.  S.  S." — Good  Sport  at  Stalham, 

135;  The  Lennan  and  Lough  Derg, 

400;  Lough  Talt,  45;  Missed  in  Mayo, 

174 

"E.  T.  D.  C." — Salmon  Season  in 
Canada,  119 

Earl's  Court  Fisheries,  Naval,  and  Ship- 
ping Exhibition,  415 

Eden  below  Carlisle,  State  of  the,  297 

Eel  in  the  Solway,  Capture  of  a  Large, 
I  411 

Eel  Traps,  293 

Eels,  Enormous  Fresh-water,  39 ;  More 

About,  163 
Elastic  Cord  on  Fishing  Line,  328 
Emergency  Salmon  Fly  Making,  379 
Erosion  of  the  East  Coast,  308 
Esk  Fishery  Meeting,  411 
"Esox." — The   Kirbymoorside  Dis- 
trict, 190 

Experiences    of    Trout    Fishing  this 

Season,  259 
"F.  M." — Autumn  or  Winter  Fishing, 

263  ;  Fishing  in  Tidal  and  Non-tidal 

Rivers,  308 ;  Waders,  How  to  Test, 

etc.,  33 
Fairford,  A  Day  at,  208 
Farrow  and  Jackson,  Messrs.,  279 
"Felix  Penne." — A  Legend  of  Lough 

Columbkille,  100 
Fennings,  Mr.  R.  L.,  398 
Fi:e,  A  Bit  Fry  in,  362 
Fight  with  a  "  Big  'Un,"  189 
Fish  and  Fishing  in  Babylonian  Times, 

480 

Fish  Culture :  Flintshire,  6  ;  The  An- 
tipodes, 180  ;  Arrow  Fishery,  274  ; 
Norton  Fishery,  278  ;  Wyresdale 
Fishery,  296  ;  Exe  Valley  Fishery, 
348  ;  Oaken  Clough  Fishery,  348, 
468;  Welham  Park  Hatchery,  361; 
Surrey  Trout  Farm,  398 ;  Howietoun 
Fishery,  415  ;  Midland  Counties 
Fishery,  468 

Fish  Culture  and  Natural  History,  404 

Fish  Culture  Notes,  473 


Fish-Hook  Releasing  Device,  478 
Fish- Passes,  Successful,  463  t 
Fish  Story,  A  Post- Prandial,  448 
Fishing  Club,  The,  138 
Fishing  Competas  with  Shooting,  2 
Fishing  in  Tidal  and  Non-Tidal  Rivers, 
308 

Fishing    Quarters   for    Scenery  and 

Trout,  155 
Fishmongers'  Company  and  the  Fishing 

Industry,  246 
Floats,  224,  293,  383,  398,  416,  434, 

460 

Florida,  Naucesewaw  Lake,  Sport  on, 
193 

Fly  Fishing  in  the  West  Country,  463 
Fly  Fishing  on  Some  of  the  Southern 

Chalk  Streams,  192,  208,  225 
Folkestone  Pier  Competitions,  393 
"  Frank."— The  Fishing  Club,  138 
Fresh-Water  Aquaria  {contd.  from  vol. 

xlviii.),  5,  64,  139,  173,  191,  209, 

229,  350,  365 
"G.  C.  C."— A  Week  on  the  Waveney, 

172 

"  G.  M."  —  Autumn  Lures,  206  ; 
Autumn  Prospects,  120;  The  Back- 
End  Season,  243;  Close  of  Scotch 
Salmon  Netting  Season,  156;  The 
Past  Season  in  the  North  of  Scot- 
land, 295  ;  Rights  to  Fish  in  Tidal 
Waters  in  Scotland,  349 ;  Spawning 
Season  in  the  North,  366 ;  Summer 
Angling  Resorts,  63 

"G.  M.  S." — A  Day  on  a  Norwegian 
Salmon  River,  137 

Galhchan,  W.  M.— The  Broads  Re- 
visited, 81 

Gatley,  C.  C— A  North  Cornwall  Fish- 
ing Centre,  2 

Geen,  P. — •'  What  I  Saw  and  Heard 
while  Pollack,  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  co.  Donegal,"  q.v. 

Genuine,  All,  277 

Get  up  Early  to  Catch  Them,  Must,  113 
"  Gilnockie. ' ' — Canon  bie  Revisited,  246; 

Langholm  Revisited,  461  ;  The  late 

Mr.  Elder,  468 
Gordon,   D.    S.— The  Parent  Stream 

Theory,  40 
Gordon,  T. — American  Notes,  139 
Grayling,  Where  to  go  for,  278, 296,  349 
Green  Drake  and  Alder,  328 
Group  of  Sportsmen,  A,  36 
Gun  Firing  Prejudicial  to  Fishing,  2 
Gut,  Good,  328 

"  H.  C.  E." — A  Day  on  the  Tamar,  243 

"H.  J.  K." — A  November  Afternoon 
with  the  Wensum  Roach,  382 

"Hair  Cast." — Anglers  One  Meets,  73 

"Halcyon." — Where  to  go  for  Gray- 
ling, 278,  296,  349 

Hall,  H.  S.— Fly  Fishmg  on  Some  of 
the  Southern  Chalk  Streams,  192, 
208,  225 

Harmsworth,  Bart.,  Sir  A.,  1 

Harvie-Brown,  J.  A. — Five  Seasons' 
History  of  a  Sea-Trout  Loch  and 
River,  171,  187,  205 

Heavy  Trout  on  Light  Tackle,  A,  351 
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History  of  a  Sea -Trout  Loch  and  River, 

Five  Seasons',  171,  187,  205 
Holland,   Mr.    George  —  Change  of 

Address.  113 
How  the  Swordfish  is  Caught,  487 
Hudson,  Where  Flows  the,  183 
"Ibis  Tag." — Some  Excellent  Brown 

Trout  Fishing,  349 
Ilfracombe,  A  Note  from,  205 
Ilfracombe,  Sea  Angling  at,  481 
Improving  a  Private  Trout  Stream,  368 
In  its  own  Field,  432 
Index  to  Vol.  XLVIII.,  Jan 

1904,    as   supplement  to 

July  16,  1904 
Indifferent  Angler,  The,  45 
International  Fisheries 

Vienna,  100 
"  J.  D."— -Christmas  Day  on  the  Cam, 

445;  Thames  Winter  Fishing,  314, 

330,  382,  401 
"J.  D.  P."— A  Day  at  Fairford,  208 
"J.  G.  G."— Loch  Clunie,  346,  363 
"J.  M."— Spey  Fishery  Board,  323 
«' J.  R.  R."— Casual  Casts,  191 
"J.  W.  P."— The  Fishing  Season  in 

Snowdonia,  348 ;  Pen-y-Gwryd,  227  ; 

Some  Habits  of  the  Carp,  23 
Jamaica,  Fishing  not  of  much  Account, 

415 

Japan,  Artificial  Flies  and  Fly  Fishing 
in,  355  ;  Fishery  Exhibit  at  St.  Louis, 
417 

Jardine,  A. — Free  Perch  Fishing  near 
London,  188  ;  Practical  Winter  Fish- 
ing, 443,  462 ;  Rambles  by  a  West 
Country  Stream,  262  ;  A  Trout  Rod 
with  a  Record,  100 

Jottings  by  the  Way,  weekly 

Jottings,  More,  19,  381 

Journalist,  How  I  became  a,  464 

"  K.  H.  B."— A  Bit  Fry  in  Fife,  362 

Keeper  Wanted,  380 

King  of  Portugal  and  Messrs.  Eaton 
and  DeUer,  480 

Kirbymoorside  District,  Yorks,  190 

"  Klondyke." — Dace  Fishing  in  Devon, 
435 

Knots,  59 

Kodak  Competition,  223;  Mounts,  315 

Kuropatkin  as  an  Angler,  327 

"  L.  M.  B." — Advertisement,  Sept.  17, 

2004,  242 
Lady  Angler,  A  Picturesque,  221 
Laing,  R.  B. — Close  of  Loch  Leven 

Trout  Filing,  203 
Lancaster,  Archdeacon  of,  sued  for 

Licence,  135 
Langholm  Revisited,  461 
Light  Rod  and  the  Tournament,  The, 

95 

"  Lobworm." — A  Discursive  Discourse, 
244  ;  A  Night  Watch,  380 

Loch  aunie,  346,  363 

Loch  Langavat,  189 

Loch  Leven,  223;  Angling  Associa- 
tion, 323,  342;  Trout  Fishing,  Close 
of,  203 

Loch  Lomond,  the  Past  Season  on, 
241 

Lough  Columbkille,  Legend  of,  100 
Lough  Conn  Pike,  Good  Sport  with, 
332 

Lough  Talt,  45 

Love  of  the  Lake,  The,  441 

Lowestoft,  Angling  at,  108 

Lucky  Capture,  A,  415 

Lune  Salmon  Season,  Close  of,  357 

Maine  and  the  Sportsman,  230 

Malloch,  of  Perth,  Mr.  P.  D.,  34 

Manx  Coast,  on  the,  290 

Marked  Salmon  Captured,  1,  17 

Marking  Salmon,  137,  246,  277 

Marston,  R.  B.  {Editor  Fishing  Gazette), 

see  also  "R.  B.  M."  and  "Occasional 

Notes  " ;  The  Sedge  or  Caddis  Flies, 

47  ;  Reviews,  22,  432 
Marston's  Fancy,  241 
"  Max." — An  August  Holiday  in  Savoy, 

118 

May  Fly  Season  on  Lough  Corrib,  61 
Mayo,  Missed  in,  174 
Meden,  a  Day  on  the,  433 
Mevagissey,  Fortnight's  Holiday  near, 
219 

"Midlander." — An   Improving  Trout 

Stream,  226 
Miller,  F. — Pond  Fishing  for  Carp,  244; 

Reservoirs  and  their  Fish,  437 
Mills,  Mr.  E.  J.,  on  the  Tournament, 

119 

Miraculous  Draught  of  Fish,  375 
Mixed  Fishing  near  London,  345,  380 


Motor  Boats,  173,  460 

Muscalonge,  441b.,  Capture  of,  329  '~ 

Nassau,  Fishing  in,  280,  295  J 

Natural  History,  163 

Nature's  Ait  Gallery,  the  Anglar  in, 

256 

Neglected  Waters,  311 

"  Nelson  Col."— Pier  Fishing  at  Yar- 
mouth and  Gorleston,  298 

New  Sea  Fisheries  District,  Creation 
of  a,  208 

New  York  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Tournament,  361 

Newfoundland,  Fishing  in,  108,  331 

Night  Watch,  A,  380 

Night  with  a  Poacher,  A,  293 
I  Nipigon,  Trout  Fishing  on  the,  171, 
]  188 

!  Norway,  Fishing  in,  173  ;  Most  Killing 
I     Lures  in,  367  ;  A  Note  from,  59  ; 
1     Some  Good  Sport  in,  113;  A  Tele- 
gram from,  17 
Norwegian  Salmon  Anglers,  Important 
to,  327 

Norwegian  Salmon  Fisheries,  The,  443 
Norwegian  Salmon  River,  A  Day  on  a, 
137 

Norwich  Angling  Club,  247 
Notes  from  the  North,  weekly 
November  Outing,  A,  475 
Oaken  Clough  Fishery,  The,  171 
Obituary : — 

Alfred,  The  late  Captain  H.  J.,  398 
Allcock,  The  late  Mrs.,  361 
Bell-Irving,  The  late  Mr.  W\  O.,  393 
Brady,  The  late  Sir  T.,  241 
Clowes,  The  late  Mr.  Wm.,  431 
Elder,  The  late  Mr.  A.,  468 
Gosden,  The  late  Mrs.,  242 
Marriott,  The  late  Rev.  H.  S.,  241, 
262 

O'Reilly,  P.P.,  Ven'ble.  M.,  473 
Wells,  The  late  Mr.  H.  P.,  431 

Occasional  Notes,  1,  17,  59,  77,  93,  113, 
133,  151,  205,  223,  241, 259,  277,  293, 
311,  327,  345,  361,379,  397,415,431, 
459,  475 

Odd  Way  to  Fish,  An,  395 

"  Old  Angler." — The  Indifferent  Angler, 
45 

"  Otter,  The." — Test  and  Itchen  Recol- 
lections, 445 

Otter  Hunting  in  South  Africa,  348 

Ouse,  Huntingdon,  62 

Oysters,  Spanish,  156 

Pacific  Coast  Salmon  take  the  Fly, 
415,  432 

Palmer,  H.  E. — A-  Day  on  a  Cornish 

Trout  Stream,  38 
Palolo  Fishing,  401 

Past  Angling  Season  at  Waterville,  487 
Patents,  New  Piscatorial,  13,  27,  41, 

100,  16.5,  180,  203,  216,  275,315,  355, 

373,  391,  411 
Payton,  C.  A. — Queer  Fishing  at  Calais, 

46 

"  Pelican."— Carp  on  a  Fly  Rod,  363 
Pen,  A  Capital,  398 
Pen-y-Gwryd,  227 

Pennell,  H.  Cholmondeley.— Spinning 
for  Pike  Made  Easy,  312 

Perch  Fishing  near  London,  Free,  188 

Perils  of  Angling,  The,  275 

"Pheasant  Tail." — Fly  Fishing  in  the 
West  Country,  463 

Phelps,  Miss  Sydney. — Pike,  436 

Photographic  Plates,  Lightning,  5 

Pier  Fishing  at  Yarmouth  and  Gorles- 
ton, 298 

Pike,  436 

191b.  lOoz.  fromWimfcJedonLake,;173 
301b.  Lough  Conn,  312 
331b.  Irish,  259 

And  What  to  do  with  Him,  The,  404 
Fine  Loch  Hightae,  116 
Fishing  at  Llangorse,  460 
Fishing  in  Broadland,  478 
Fishing  in  Germany,  Free,  398 
Fishing  Notes,  459 
Fishing  on  the  Thames,  281 
In  the  Lune,  361 
Irish,  293 

Large  Avon,  A,  415 

Lough  Conn,  332 
Pine,  D.  W.— The  Love  of  the  Lake,  44 1 
"  Pit,"  427 

Platts,  W.  Carter.— The  Duffer's  Day,  62 

Poetry  : — 

Christmas,  1904,  460 
The  Angling  Season,  1904,  310 
The  Catching  and  the  Weighing  of  a 
Trout,  244 


The  Chub,  the  Roach,  and  the  Perch, 
315 

A  Fisherman's  True  Tale,  447 

A  Master  Stroke  at  Mandurah,  413 

To  Miss  R.  A.  Newham,  93 
Poaching  in  the  Coquet,  473 
Poisoning  Suspected  in  the  Derwent, 

345 

Pond  Fishing  for  Carp,  244 
Pdrter,  T.  J. — Trout  Fishing  in  Corn- 
wall, 193 
Prince's  Heavy  Salmon,  A,  444 
Propagation  of  Muskellunge  in  Wis- 
consin, The,  482 
Prosecutions,  42,  109,  203,  411 
Protection  of  Wild  Birds,  277 
Provident   Fund  for  Sea  Fishermen, 

Royal,  275 
Provincial  Notes,  weekly 
Purdie,  The  late  Mr.  A.,  97,  130' 
Purifying  Waters,  New  Method  of,  397 

"  R.  B.  L." — Loch  Leven  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, 323,  342 

"R.  B.  M."  —  The  Crystal  Palace 
Tournament,  19,  33 ;  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior,  33  ;  Capture  of  a  161b.  Test 
Trout,  37  ;  Sea  Rod  and  Tackle 
Exhibition,  281 

Radford,  W.  K. — Improving  a  Private 
Trout  Stream,  368 

Railway  Arrangements,  13,  73,  89, 109, 
165,  185,  290,  304,  341,  342,  357, 
455,  471 

Railway  Pictorial  Postcards,  113,  351 
Rainbow  on  a  Fly,  Record  English, 
277 

Rainbows  put  on  Size  and  Weight, 

How,  311 
Rainbows,  Those  Big,  398 
Rambles  by  a  West  Country  Stream, 

262 

Reports  from  Rivers,  Lochs,  etc., 
weekly 

Reservoirs  and  Their  Fish,  437 
Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  : — 
"A.  C.  F."— Super  Flumina,  328 
Aflalo,  F.  G.  (Editor).— British  Salt- 
Water  Fishes,  138  ;  The  Sea  Fish- 
ing  Industry   of    England  and 
Wales,  223,  448 
Armstrong,  W. — Wrestling,  185 
Badminton  Magazine,  290 
Coutts,  F. — Angling  Days,  431 
Englishwoman  s  Year  Boole,  460 
Fry's  (C.  B.)  Magazine,  242 
Gallichan,  W.  M. — Fishing  and  Travel 

in  Spain,  20 
Geen,  P.— What  1  Have  Seen  While 

Fishing.  431 
Gentleman  Angler,  The,  327 
Grimble,  A. — The  Salmon  and  Sea- 
Trout  Rivers  of  England  and  Wales, 
432 

Hanbury,  D.  T. — Sport  and  Travel 
in  the  Northland  of  Canada,  226 

Harbottle,  J. — Poems,  North  Country 
Angling  Songs,  and  "  Newcassel 
Sangs,"  386 

Hasluck,  P.  N. — Knotting  and  Splic- 
ing Ropes  and  Cordage,  442 

Heinemann's  Favourite  Classics,  1 19, 
431 

Henshall,  Dr.  J.  A. — Book  of  the 
Black  Bass,  22 

Hutchinson,  H.  G.  (Editor).— Fish- 
ing, 2,  21 

Kearton,  R. — Adventures  of  Cock 

Robin  and  His  Mate,  435 
Marston,  E.— After  Work,  294 
Platts,  W.  C— Bunkumelli,  371 
Porte,  Rev.  J.  R.— Whither  !  or  the 
Condition  of  the  Soul  after  Death, 
348 

Rees,  A.  W. — lanto  the  Fisherman, 
436 

"  Skene-Dhu."  —  The  Mighty  Mah- 

seer,  20 
Thomas,  R. — Swimming,  1 
Tipografia  Fratelli  Gach,  17 
Who's  Who,  460 

World's  Work  and  Play,  The,  173 
Roach,  A  Brief  Hour  with  the,  279 
Roach  and  Bream  for  the  Lea,  244 
Roach  Fishing,  Some  Notes  on,  21,  385 
Roach,  A  November  Afternoon  with 

the  Wensum,  382 
Roach,  The  Record,  31b.  lOJoz.,  459 
Rod  for  August  Wanted,  17 
"Rugde."  —  The  Norwegian  Salmon 

Fisheries,  443;  Most  Killing  Lures 

in  Norway,  307 ;  On  the  Tana  in 

July,  43 


St.  Louis  Exhibition,  349,  417 
Salmon,  3 lib.,  on  a  5|-oz.  Rod,  13.'J 

A  471b.  Tweed,  293 

And  Trout  Association,  119,  402,  471 

Culture  in  America,  17  " 

Culture  on  the  Eden,  241 

Culture,  ■  Mr.  Livingston  Stone  be- 
lieves in,  432 

Fisheries  of  Scotland  Report,  97 

Fishery  Pros3cution,  Important,  109 

Fry  for  tho  Exe,  404  ;  Spey,  17 

in  Norway,  21 

Netting  Season,  Close  of  Scotch,  1.56 
On  the  Tay,  Extraordinary  Run  of, 
427 

Or  Salmon-Trout,  Identified,  460 
Poaching  on  the  Tweed,  48  7 1 
Report,  Mr.  Calderwood's,  93 
Season,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  on  the 

Past,  330 
Taken   with    Fly   in  Pacific  Coast 

Rivers  ?  Are,  398,  415 
The  Parent  Stream  Theory,  40 

Samuels,  E.  A.— Trout  Killers,  421 

Savoy,  August  Holiday  in,  118 

Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association, 
National,  427 

Sea  Fishing  Experiences  of  a  Land- 
Lubber,  466 

Sea  Tackle  Exhibition  at  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society,  281 

Sea-Trout  in  Mull,  205,  446  ;  on  Dry 
Fly,  Ballinahinch,  431 

Season  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  the 
Past,  295 

Sedge  or  Caddis  Flies,  The,  47 

Senior,  Mr.  Wm.,  33 

September  Day  on  the  Tweed  in  1902 
364 

Sequel  to  a  Fishing  Contest,  165 

Sewage  Effluent,  39 

Shark  Caught  with  Rod  and  Line,  4 

Shepherd's  Reply,  The,  311 

Shrewsbury,  Fishing  near,  293 

Slapton  Ley  Open  to  Anglers,  1 

Slaughter  of  Fish,  109 

Snowdonia,  the  Fishing  Season  in,  348 

Solway  Salmon  Fishings,  Close  of,  219 

Southampton  Water,  Sport  in,  242, 259 

Spawning  Season  in  the  North,  366 

Spey  Fishery  Board,  323 

Spinning  for  Pike  Made  Easy,  312; 

with  a  5|oz.  Fly  Rod,  345 
Sta'ham,  Good  Sport  at,  135 
Stocking  English  Lakes  with  Rainbow 

and  Loch  Leven  Trout,  365 
Stocking  a  Trout  Water  with  May  Fly, 

36 

"  Stroke." — Green  Drake  and  Alder,  328 
Sturdy,  E. — Salmon  in  Norway,  21 
Summer  Angling  Resorts,  63 
Surprised,  Very  Much,  113 
Sutton's  Angling  Association,  486 
Switzerland,  Fishing  in,  259,  315 
"Swivel."— A  Welsh  Tarn  Revisited, 
346 

"T.  J.  P."— Fresh  Water  Fishing  in 

Cornwall,  368 
Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.  (see  also 

"Floats"),  5,  6,  115,  171,205,  223 

259,  262,  277,  311,  327,  347,  404 
Tamar,  A  Day  on  the,  243 
Tana  in  July,  On  the,  43 
Tarpon  Fishing  in  Mexico,  367,  383 
Tay  Salmon  Fishing,  Earl  Cairns  on, 

223,  225 

Tay  Salmon  Season,  Close  of,  304 
Taylor,  J.  Paul. — The  Season  on  the 

Darenth,  280 
Tcherkassov,  Baron  P.  — Floats,  etc. ,  224 
Test  and  Itchen  Recollections,  445 
Test  Angling  Record,  Old,  205 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 

Annual  Report,  42 
Thames  Winter  Fislung,314,330,382,401 
That  Christmas  Goose,  487 
Tidal  Waters  in  Scotland,  Rights  to 

Fish,  349 
Tile  Fish,  The,  427 
Tobacco,  Excellent,  444 
Tod,    E.    M.— Clear     Water  Worm 

Fishing,  154  ;  Early  Portrait  of,  119  ; 

Review  of    "  After    Work,"    294 ; 

Sandy  Purdie,  136  ;  Tweed  and  Don, 

421;   Wet -Fly  Work  on  Dry -Fly 

Waters,  314 
"  Torduff." — A  September  Day  on  the 

Tweed  in  1902,  364 
Tournament,  Crystal  Palace  (see  ako 

Anglo-French,  Chicago,  Earl's  Court, 

Hardy,  New  York),  1,  4,  17,  19,  33, 

59,  64,  77,  78,  83,  93,  95,  96,  100, 

116,  119,  133,279,  316  , 
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"  Triangle." — Fishing    in  Dominica, 
137 

Trout,  531b.,  Reported  Capture  of  New 
Zealand,  133 

Average  51b.,  Where  the,  205,  223 
Capture  of  101b.  Test,  37 
Fishing  at  the  Cape,  329,  433 
Fishing — Doubtful  Dodges,  479 
Fishing  Extraordinary,  204 
Fishing  in  Ceylon,  327 
Fishing  in  Cornwall,  193 
Fishing  Prospects  in  New  Zealand, 
316 

Into  Japan,  Introducing,  39 
Killers,  421 

Rod  with  a  Record,  100 
Stream,  an  Improving,  226 
Worms,  385 
Tuna    Fishing    at    the    Magic  Isle, 
227 


Tup's  Indispensable  Serai-Subraerged, 
134 

Turle,  Major  W.  G. — An  Experiment  in 
Stocking  a  Trout  Water  with  May 
Fly,  36 

Tweed  and  Don,  421  ;  Commissioners' 
Report,  207,  242  ;  Note  from,  379 ; 
Sport  on,  345 

Undersized  Thames  Trout  Taken,  59 
Unique  Experience,  A,  277 

"Val  Conson."  — American  Trout 
Flies,  448  ;  The  Light  Rod  and  the 
Tournament,  95;  More  Jottings,  19, 
381 ;  Wet-Fly  on  Dry-Fly  Streams, 
366 

Vernon,  R.  W. — Fishing  in  Nassau, 

280,  295 
Veteran  Fish  Poacher,  A,  485 


"W.  E.  B."— Fishing  in  Newfound- 
land, 331 

"  W.  B.  S."— The  Bumptious  Angler,  34 

Waders,  How  to  Test,  etc.,  33 

Wading  Hints,  17 

Wales,  Fishing  in,  35 

Walton,  Izaak,  and  Droxford,  Hants, 

293,  312,  450 
Waterloo  Hospital   for  Childien  and 

Women,  Royal,  275 
Wavenoy,  Fishing  in  the,  37,  172 
Wear  Fishery  Board,  357 ;  Poachers, 

133 

Weed  Cutter,  Wadham's,  1 
Weighing  Trout,  153 
Weights  of  Fish  from  Size,  293,  311 
Welsh  Tarn  Revisited,  346 
West  Hampstead  Fishing  Society,  381 
Wet-Fly  Work   on   Dry-Fly  Waters, 
314,  300 


Weymouth  Sea  Anglers,  Two  Famous, 
479 

Weymouth,  Sea  Fishing  at,  245,  297 
Whiting,  A  Grand,  293 
Why  I  became  an  Angler,  394 
Windermere  Trout   Fishing,  To  im- 
prove, 48 

Winlay,  M. — The  Angler  in  Nature's 
Art  Gallery,  250 ;  Why  1  became  an 
Angler,  394 

Winter  Fishing,  Practical,  443,  462,  478 

Wright,  Wm. — Close  of  Solway  Salmon 
Fishings,  219 

Wums  !  277 

Wyresdale  Fishery  Waters,  379 
Yorkshire  Coarse  Fishing  Re3orts,45 1 , 
477 

Yorkshire  Esk  and  Salmon  Poaching, 

144;  Friction  on  the,  133 
Yorksiiire  Fishery  Board,  427 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Addbess  Wanted,  221 
Amateur  Fly  Dresser,  The,  457 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  291 
Angler's  Rhyme,  An,  414 
Angling  Association  for  Aberdeen,  473 
AngUng  Society,  Proposed,  10 ;  in  South 
Hampshire,  16,  32 

Baits,  150,  222,  270,  414,  430 
Barbel,    Extraordinary    Method  of 

Taking,  180,  204 
Bass  on  Trout  Tackle,  150 
Breeding  from  Early  or  Late  Salmon, 

309,  344 
Brogues,  Nails,  etc.,  15 

Cabinet  for  Flies  Wanted,  222,  240,  310 

Cambrian  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  57 

Carp  and  Roach  Cross  ?  Do,  310 

Carp  Stop  Feeding  ?  When  do,  240 

Carp,  To  Get  Rid  of,  359,  377,  396 

Carp  V.  Trout,  414 

Casting  from  the  Reel,  147,  167,  186 

Chub,  Good  Sport  with,  92 

Chub  in  Trout  Stream,  221 

Chub  Killed  by  Otters,  430,  473 

Clear  a  Pond  of  Mud,  To,  147 

Coarse  Fish  Wanted,  222 

Colour    and    Gravidity    of  Autumn 

Salmon,  343 
ConistonFisheries,  Improvement  of,  258 
Cooper's  Fancy,  222 
Crab,  Capture  of  a  Curious,  344 
Cresswell,  Death  of  Major,  430 
Crystal  Palace  Aquarium,  222 
Curious  Incidents  in  Loch  Fishing,  91 

Dace-Geayling,  a,  488 
Dead  Sea  Fish,  Shoals  of,  149 

Eden  at  Carlisle,  The,  488 

Eden,  Low  Water  and  Sewage  in,  360 

Eel,  701b.  Sea,  15 

Eel  Traps,  326,  344 

Eels,  Size  of  Fresh  Water,  360 

Eels  Taking  Flies,  150,  168 

Effect  of  Mist  on  Fish,  149 

Elstree  Reservoir,  300 

Federation  of  Sea  Angling  Societies, 
Suggested,  275,  291 

Fine  Brace  of  Perch,  A,  488 

Fish  Culture,  31,  58 

Fishing  at,  in,  or  near: — Ambleside, 
92;  Anglesey,  32,  58,  149,  107; 
August,  70;  Axe,  10,  32;  Bala,  13; 
Bann,  31 ;  Basingstoke  Canal,  258  ; 
Beaulieu-sur-Mer,  292 ;  Bettws-y- 
Coed,  165 ;  Blenheim  Lake,  276  ; 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle,  92,  149,  150; 
Boscombo,  132  ;  Boulogne,  344,  359  ; 
Breconshire,  132,  149;  l?ride,  168; 
Buckinghamshire,  204,  221,258,276, 
292  ;  Bude  Canal,  149  ;  Builth  Wells, 
204 ;  Burnham  Beeches,  292  ;  Calais, 
92;  Carisbrooke,  290;  Carlisle,  92, 
1.50  ;  Carnarvon,  149  ;  Chester,  276  ; 
Cocker,  276,  290;  Cork,  32;  Coin- 


wall,  76,  150,  222,  258  ;  Corsica,  414, 
429 ;  Denver  Sluice,  168 ;  Derwent, 
58,  270,  290,  320;  Devon,  58,  112; 
Dieppe,  344,  3.59  ;  Donegal,  457  ; 
Dover,  300;  Dulverton,  15;  Dulwich, 
258;  Dungloe,  108;  Erne,  112; 
Gweedore,  108;  Hampshire,  32; 
Hilgay,  108  ;  Ilfraconibe,  76,  92, 
112,  132,  149,  310;  Ireland,  16, 
58,  108,  457;  Isle  of  Wight,  32; 
Keswick,  32;  Kew,  16;  Lancashire, 
32  ;  Launceston,  58,  76  ;  Loch  Fyne, 
92,  112;  Loch  Long,  149;  London, 
276,  377,  390;  Lough  Arrow,  32; 
Lough  Conn,  270  ;  Lough  Corrib,  31, 
132,  147,  167,  185  ;  Lough  Fern, 
457 ;  Lough  Mask,  31,  32  ;  Lough 
Neagh,  15  ;  Lune-,  292  ;  Lyn,  75, 168  ; 
Maldon,  149  ;  Manchester,  70  ;  Med- 
way,  221 ;  Melrose,  58,  70 ;  Milford 
Haven,  310;  Monmouthshire,  92; 
Nene,  168  ;  Newfoundland,  149,  150  ; 
Nice,  309;  Norfolk,  13,  149,  108; 
Norway,  147,  185:  Oxford,  344; 
Portrush,  10;  Preston,  414;  Rams- 
gate,  132;  Ribble,  390;  Sardinia,- 
429  ;  Scotland,  10,  31 ;  September,  32  ; 
Shrewsbury,  149,  167  ;  Stalham,  167; 
Sulby,  92,  112;  Tonbridge,  221; 
Ullswater,  16,  31,  58,  112;  Wales 
(North),  292,  326,  346 ;  Weston-super- 
Mare,  149,  168;  Whitby,  112,  131; 
Wirral,  292  ;  Wooler,  186  ;  Yorkshire, 
13,  112,  132 
"  Fishing,"  The  Volumes  on,  147 
Flashing  Rods,  Dulling,  etc.,  29,  58 
Flies,  15,  31,  76 

Float  Casting  from  the  Reel,  180 
Floats ;  see  "  Tackle,  Artificial  Baits," 
etc. 

Fly  Dressing  Queries,  270 
Food  for  Trout,  150 
P'ormalin,  222 


Geen's  Account  of  What  he  Heard 

and  Saw  in  Donegal,  221 
Goldfish  Angling  in  November,  457 
Goldfish,  Disappearance  of  a,  149 
Grayling  and  Snow  Water,  430 

Bait  Fishing  for,  377,  395,  413 

Fishing  on  the  Clyde,  395 

In  the  Teviot,  .320,  343,  360 

Query,  276 

Spawning  in  December,  457 
Thrive  in  a  Dam  ?  Will,  291 
Grove  Ferry,  Fortnight's  Holiday  at, 
222 

Gut,  To  Keep,  309,  324,  344,  360,  377, 
396 

Gut,  Testing,  92 


Habdy  Brothers   and  the  King  of 

Italy,  57 
Hardy  Tournamenit,  13 
Harper,  J.,  Fish  Painter,  150 
Hoddesdon,  The  Old  Thatched  House, 

76 

Horrible  Mixtures,  292 


"  Indispensable  "  Fly,  The,  204 


Jack  with  a  Wart,  396 
Japanese  as  Fishers,  378 


Kennedy's  "  Coch-y-Bondhu,"  58, 149 
Knappach  Water,  488 
Knots,  149,  150,  186 


"  Lady  Alington  "  Fly,  The,  240,  276, 
292 

Loch  Leven,  258 


M.^RKiNO  Salmon,  291 
Mevagissey,  240 
Minnow  Net,  275,  310,  326 
Motor  Boats,  221,  258 
Mutilated  Fish,  360 


Nelson,  276 

Netting  Trout  Lochs,  291 

Norfolk  Fishing,  92 

Norway  Salmon,  A  Large,  204,  221 

Norway,  Salmon  Season,  1904,  325 

Nottingham  Style,  457,  474 


Odds  and  Ends,  378 
Orkneys,  Salmon  in  the,  168 
Otters  Feeding,  488 


Pacific  Coast  Salmon  take  the  Fly,  488 
Perch,  Attracting,  457 

From  Elstree  Reservoir,  Fine,  325 

In  Winter,  Bait  for,  457 
Pike,  331b.  Lough  Conn,  396 

411b.  English,  360,  473 

And  Chestnuts,  310 

And  Weeds,  To  Get  Rid  of,  378 

Fine,  Lost  and  Won,  473 

Great,  377,  395,  396,  457 

Record,  16,  58 

Those  Irish,  344 

The  Wimbledon  Lake,  222,  240 
Poaching  in  the  Durham  District,  325 
Pollack,  Twice,  Captvired,  396 
Prepare  a  Lake  for  Trout,  To,  414,  457 
Privileges,  Anglers',  360 
Purifying  Sewage,  457 


Queries,  76,  239,  258 

Rainbow  Trout,  168,  186,  204,  430 
Rainbows    in    Ceylon,    457  ;  New 

Zealand,  13 
Record  Roach,  488. 
Reel  on  Rod,  Method  of  Putting,  112 
Reservoirs,  Fishing  in  Corporation,  240 
Rising  Fish  and  Fish  Food,  240,  258 
Roach  Increase  ?    Why  do  not,  186 

Large,  221 

Spawning  end  of  June,  15 


Taken  in  Three  Hours,  What  is  the 
Record  ?  222,  240,  291 

Those  Frome,  414 

Trent,  344 
Rod  Making,  320 
Rods,  Limit  of  Weight,  10,  76 
Rotting,  Cause  of  Lines,  395 


Salmon  or  Salmon-Trout  ?  430 
Salmon  Pouching,  396 
Scotland,  Fishing  Rights,  396,  430,  474 
Sea  Fishing,  32 

Seagulls  and  Destruction  of  Gniin,  292 
Semmerwater  and  the  Yore,  378 
Sewin,  .lumping,  204 
Shooting  a  441b.  American  Pike,  359 
Should  it  Count  V  377 
Spates,  Artificial,  343 
"  Special  Scotch,"  58 
Spinning  for  Pike  Made  Easy,  343 
Spinning  from  the  Reel,  275,  290,  309, 
320 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 


Sir  Alfred  Harmsworth,  Bart. 
All  anglers  will,  I  am  sure,  congratulate  that 
very  good  and  keen  angler  Alfred  C.  Harmsworth 
on  the  honour  recently  conferred  upon  him  by  His 
Majesty  the  King.  Long  may  Sir  Alfred  live  to 
fish  and  to  continue  to  use  his  great  influence  in 
the  interests  of  our  Navy  and  Army. 

Slapton  Ley  Open  to  Anglers  Again,  and  for  a 
Longer  Season. 

I  know  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
be  glad  to  hear  that  famous  Slapton  Ley  is  open  to 
them  under  even  more  favourable  conditions  than 
formerly.  There  were  fears  that  it  was  closed  to 
the  public  entirely.  Mr.  Arthur  Merry,  writing  to 
me  from  the  Royal  Sands  Hotel,  on  June  28, 
says : — 

"  Deae  Sir, — It  will  doubtless  interest  many  of 
the  readers  of  your  valuable  paper  to  hear  that  the 
charming  waters  of  the  Slapton  Ley  are  being 
thrown  open  to  the  many  visitors  of  the  Royal 
Sands  Hotel  a  month  longer  than  heretofore  by 
the  kind  permission  of  the  new  owner,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Knight.  It  has  always  been  a  sore  point  with  the 
lovers  of  this  beautiful  water  not  being  able  to 
fish  in  November,  which  they  now  can.  As  an 
annual  visitor  for  the  past  five  years  I  may  say  I 
have  never  enjoyed  such  good  sport  as  the  present 
season.  Pike  well  on  the  feed,  ranging  from  41b. 
to  IS^lb.,  rudd  |lb.  to  2^\h.,  taking  fly  and  grubs 
freely.  Good  perch  biting  so  freely  that  I  got 
tired  of  landing  them  ;  also  have  had  excellent 
eels,  both  silver  and  yellow.  There  is  plenty  of 
open  water  for  spinning,  and  the  cuisine  is  every- 
thing to  be  desired.  A  more  enjoyable  holiday 
spent  here  it  is  impossible  to  better. — Yours  truly, 

"  Arthur  Merry." 


Success  with  Mr.  Wadham's  Aquatic  Weed 
Cutter. 

Having  personally  experienced  the  terrible 
nuisance  which  weeds  may  be  in  a  lake,  and  the 
expense  and  difiiculty  of  dealing  with  them  by 
means  of  scythes  and  rakes,  I  am  very  glad  to 
publish  the  following  testimonial  from  'Mr.  Wm. 


Vickcry,  of  the  Torcross  Hotel,  near  Kingsbridge, 
Devon.  Mr.  Vickcry  has  a  ley  or  lake  well  stocked 
with  pike,  rudd,  and  perch  ;  fishing  is  often  greatly 
interfered  with  by  the  growth  of  weeds.  Here  is 
what  Mr.  Vickery  says  about  the  new  patent 
aquatic  weed  cutter:  — 

•  "  Torcross  Ley; 

"Dear  Mr.  Editor. — Many  thanks  for  your 
article  about  Mr.  Wadham's  '  aquatic  weed 
cutter'  on  May  7.  I  have  secured  one,  and  I 
started  it  to  work  to-day,  and  the  amount  of  weeds 
it  will  cut  in  one  day  is  simply  marvellous.  I  shall 
now  have  no  difficulty  in  keeping  my  little  ley 
clear  of  weeds,  and  the  anglers  will  always  be  able 
to  spin  for  pike.  "  Wm.  Vickery. 

"  June  28,  1904."- 


A  Letter  from  America  about  Bait  Casting  and 
our  Tournament. 

I  sent  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
copies  of  our  tournament  programme  with  a  letter, 
in  which  I  asked  him  about  the  position  of  the 
American  multiplying  reel  on  the  rod.  It  will  be 
seen  that  he  uses  it  one  way  for  fishing  and 
another  for  tournament  work,  also  that  after 
making  a  long  cast  on  the  grass  it  might  take  him 
five  minutes  to  reel  in  Ms  line.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  it  is  necessary  to  vnxxd  in  the  line  so  slowly  and 
carefully  as  this  implies  in  order  to  make  long 
casts,  that  the  game  is  hardly  fi.shing,  and  we  want 
to  make  the  conditions  as  regards  rods  and  lines 
and  manipulation  as  near  the  real  thing  as  possible. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  not  heard  if  any 
American  anglers  are  coming,  and  fear  that  the 
expense  is  too  great.  We  certainly  could  not  allow 
five  casts  to  each  competitor  if  each  of  them  might 
occupy  five  minutes,  as  we  have  only  two  short 
days  for  the  whole  programme.  I  am  greatly 
obliged  to  Mr.  Levison  for  so  kindly  explaining. 
Here  is  his  letter : — 

"  June  17. 

"Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  June  4  came  to 
hand  last  evening. 

"  The  best  position  for  a  multiplying  reel  on  a 
rod  for  bait  or  lure  casting 'depends,  I  think,  on 
circumstances. 

"  For  fishing  I  always  place  it  with'the  handle 
on  the  left  when  it  is  held  on  the  upper  side  the 
rod  to  make  the  cast,  the  line  going  from  the 
under  part  the  spool  direct  to  the  first  guide, 
thus— 


"For  tournament  work  I  usually  place  it  with 
the  handle  on  the  right  side  when  on  top  the  rod, 
the  line  going  from  the  .  upper  part  the  spool 
direct  to  the  first  guide,  thus — ■ 


"Should  the  reel  be  of  1  arge  size,  the  line  going  from 
the  upper  side  of  the  spool  will  cause  considerable 
friction  at  the  first  guide  on  account  of  the  angle 
it  will  take.  Our  multiplying  reels  are,  however, 
of  such  small  diameter  that'  such  angle  is  not  a 
factor. 

"The  only  advantage  of  using  the  reel  in  this 
position  for  tournament  work  is  that  as  the  fine  is 
being  wound  on  for  the  next  cast  it  may  be  more 
easily  seen,  and  therefore  more  accurately  dis- 
tributed on  the  reel  spool. 

"As  a  successful  cast  depends  much  on  the 
proper  distribution  of  the  Une  on  the  reel  spool, 
this  is  very  important  indeed. 

"To  have  the  handle  on  the  right  side  and  be 
obliged  to  wind  in  the  Une  with  the  reel  on  top  the 
rod  when  actually  fishing  would  be  a  decided 
disadvantage,  as  the  temptation  to  keep  one's 
eyes  riveted  on  the  line  when  so  doing  -will  cause 
the  loss  of  many  fish,  as  the  eyes  should  be  on  the 
bait  or  lure  as  it  is  being  manipulated. 

"  A  few  days  ago  I  received  two  copies  [of  the 
programme  of  the  coming  tournament  to  be 
held  in  London.  If  they  came  from  you,  as 
I  suppose,  please  accept  my  thanks  for  them. 
Some  of  the  rules,  or,  rather,  want  of  rules,  are 
such  that  I  fear  there  are  not  many  of  our 
American  men  who  would  care  to  enter  any  of  the 
events.  In  the  ^oz.  bait  event  from  the  reel  there 
is  nothing  in  the  rules  to  restrict  the  style  of  casting 
to  either  the  side  or  overhead,  or  to  bar  out  an 


automatically-controlled  reel,  and  the  time  limit  is 
five  minutes  instead  of  five  casts  as  we  have  it. 
It  might  take  rae  ftve  minutes  when  casting  on  a 
lawn  or  grass  after  making  an  extra  long  cast  to 
wind  up  my  line  for  the  next  cast,  particularly 
should  any  dirt  adhere  to  it.  All  bait  events  should 
be  for  fi\'e  or  more  casts  without  regard  to  time. 
Also  in  the  dry-fly  event  the  casts  should  be  as  the 
number  of  targets  ainsed  at. 

"The  fly  events  should  restrict  the  casts  to  over- 
head unless  in  an  event  for  a  switch  cast,  etc.,  etc. 

"  Perhaps  if  the  rules  are  not  final  and  you  agree 
with  me,  it  may  not  be  too  late  to  add  the>bove 
suggestions. 

"Hoping  the  above  in  regard  to  position  of  the 
reel  will  answer  your  query,"  I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

"C.  G.  Levison. 

«  For  R.  B.  Maxston,  Esq. 

"P.S.— I  enclose  the  general  rules  and  also 
special  rules  for  two  bait-casting  events  of  our  last 
tournament.  "- 


The  Crystal  Palace  Tournament. 

The  committee  have  done  their  best  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  everybody,  but  it  is  naturally  impossible 
to  make  our  rules  conform  entirely  with  the 
American  rules.  We  are  told  now  that  to  induce 
Americans  to  enter  for  the  bait  casting  we  should 
have  barred  any  cast  not  made  from  a  "free 
running  reel". — that  is,  a  reel  which  is  checked  by 
the  fingers,  and  not  by  any  automatic  arrangement. 
They  also  point  out  that  they  allow  five  casts, 
irrespective  of  the  time  they  take,  and  Mr.  Le-vison 
says  it  may  take  him  five  minutes  to  wind  in  after 
a  long  cast,  at  which  rate  it  would  take  all  day  to 
get  through  a  competition,  and  a  style  of  casting 
which  requires  such  waste  of  time  as  that  seems  to 
be  hardly  worth  encouragement. 

The  attempt  to  conform  to  the  American  system 
of  awarding  the  prize  to  the  longest  cast  made  by  a 
competitor,  instead  of  taking  the  sum  of  his  three 
best  casts,  has  been  protested  against,  and  probably 
the  committee  will  revert  to  the  method  in  use  at 
our  previous  tournaments,  which  is  more  in  favour 
of  skill  and  less  in  favour  of  chance. 

Mr.  Ned  Andrews,  of  Maidenhead,  who  -mil,  I 
hope,  compete,  writes  to  say:  "I  am  sorry  to  see 
no  competition  in  the  good  old  professional  '  coil 
in  hand'  style."  Unfortunately,  several  competi- 
tions we  should  like  to  have  had  were  omitted  for 
want  of  time. 


Capture  of  a  Marked  Salmon. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  a  newspaper  cutting 
which  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers. 
— Yours  faithfully,  "A.  Langford  Gtjilbride."- 

'•■  Caught  near  Borrmount  on  the  River  Slaney, 
on  May  27,  1904,  a  large  salmon,  weighing  261b., 
36in.  in  length,  with  sm.all  silver  brooch  attached 
to  fins,  bearing  number  D3094.  Information  as  to 
affixing  of  same  would  be  thankfully  received  by 
Peter  Murphy,  Brownswood,  Enniscorthy." 

I  am  much  obhged  to  Mr.  Guilbride.  Is  this  a 
salmon  marked  by  Mr.  Danne-vig  ?  If  so,  he  will 
be  interested  in  hearing  of  its  capture  so  far  from 
Aberdeenshire. 


A  New  Work  on  Swimming. 

Every  angler,  and  everybody  else  for  that  matter, 
ought  to .  know  how  to  swim  ;  it  gives  one  much 
more  confidence  when  wading  or  fishing  from  a  boat, 
or  other  position  where  a  fall  in  the  water  is  possible, 
to  know  that  you  can  swim.  Mr.  Ralph  Thomas 
deserves  hearty  congratulations  on  the  completion 
of  his  work  on  "  Swimming."  It  is  a  practical  and 
historical  cyclopaedia  on  the  wUole  subject.  It  is 
published  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co., 
price  12s.  6d.  net,  and  is  well  illustrated.  Mr. 
Thomas  has  devoted  many  years  and  spent  much 
money  in  producing  this  standard  work,  and  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  it  reproduces  for  us  all 
that  is  most  interesting  that  has  ever  been  -nritten 
in  any  language  on  the  subject,  and  gives  also 
illustrated  instructions  in  the  best  modern  methods 
of  swimming.  Mr.  Thomas  refutes  many  old  fal- 
lacies, such  as  that  a  man  can  swim  four  rniles  in  an 
hour  in  still  water,  whereas  even  a  fine  swimmer 
cannot  do  two. 

The  "  CoiTNTRY  Life  Library  "  Volumes  on 
"  Fishing." 

Collectors  of  books  on  anghng  and  anglers  who 
like  to  have  at  least  a  few  of  the  best  books  on  the 
subject  should  make  a  note  of  the  two  new  and 
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very  handsome  demy  8vo  volumes  on  "  Fishing  " 
(price  12s.  6d.  net  each)  which  have  just  been  pub- 
Hshed  by  Messrs.  Geo.  Newnes,  Ltd.,  in  their 
Country  Life  Library  of  Sport.  I  know  pretty  well 
every  book  in  our  language  and  in  French  and 
German  on  the  subject  of  fishing,  but  I  know  no 
work  which  is  so  good,  comprehensive,  and  cheap 
as  this.  Mr.  Horace  G.  Hutchinson,  the  editor, 
who  is  the  leading  authority  on  golf,  is  also  an 
angler,  and  contributes  some  useful  notes  and  an 
article  on  wet-fly  fishing,  which  branch  of  the  art  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  he  holds  to  be  quite  as  im- 
portant as  dry-fly  fishing — well,  almost  as  im- 
portant.   Here  is  what  he  says  : — 

"  I  am  truly  grateful  to  Mr.  Halford  that  he  has 
left  me,  comparatively  speaking,  so  httle  to  say, 
and  that  little  of  relatively  small  importance,  about 
the  fishing  of  the  wet- fly.  For  though  I  am  an 
ardent  champion  of  the  wet-fly  against  all  those 
who  avow  themselves  amateurs  of  the  dry-fly  and 
of  no  other  form  of  fishing,  refusing  to  recognise 
the  delights  of  the  brawling  stream,  the  wild 
scenery,  the  unexpected  rush  of  the  trout,  and  his 
numbers  in  the  creel  so  superior  to  those  of  the  best 
day  that  you  are  likely  to  have  on  a  hard-fished 
dry-fly  water,  still  I  am  not  so  prejudiced  as  to  deny 
that  the  greater  art  is  the  possession  of  the  dry-fly 
people,  that  their  science  includes,  embraces,  and 
overlaps  that  of  the  '  chuck-and-chance-it  '•  school, 
even  as  the  greater  includes  the  less,  as  the  whole 
includes  the  part."- 

Surely  Mr.  Hutchinson  is  wrong  in  supposing  that 
spinning  for  trout  with  an  artificial  or  natural  bait 
is  confined  chiefly  to  the  Thames  and  to  lochs.  Such 
fishing  is  common  to  the  West  Country  and  Welsh 
streams,  the  streams  of  the  Midlands  and  North 
Britain  and  Ireland.  The  coloured  representations 
of  wet-flies  in  this  chapter  are  very  good  indeed  ;  in 
fact,  taking  them  altogether,  the  coloured  copies  of 
standard  salmon  flies,  loch  and  sea-trout  flies,  and 
dry  and  wet  flies  in  this  work  are  the  very  best  I 
know.  You  can  almost  always  spot  what  the  fly  is 
intended  for  without  reading  the  name  under  it. 

The  Illustkations  in  the  New  Woek  ok 
1  "  FiSHns-G."- 

This  work  would  be  worth  buying  if  it  were  merely 
for  the  illustrations,  for  there  are  more  than  two 
hundred  full-page  plates,  chiefly  if  not  entirely  from 
original  photographs  of  fishing  scenes  in  thiscountry, 
in  Norway,  America,  etc.  ;  then  there  are  many 
head  and  tail-pieces  reproduced  from  old  prints  and 
angling  books,  and  the  coloured  plates  already 
referred  to,  the  whole  forming  a  most  interesting 
piscatorial  pictorial  album.  All  the  illustrations 
will  not  please  everybody  of  course,  but  that  does 
not  matter  ;  you  cannot  please  everybody.  I  am 
not  sure  that  things  which  chaUenge  remark  are 
not  the  best  advertisement  for  such  books.  When 
the  "  Encyclopaedia  of  Sport "  came  out,  in  three 
pictures  an  angler  with  a  trout  fly-rod  and  creel  and 
landing-net  is  described  in  the  legend  as  "  Taking 
the  salmon."  What  derisive  laughter  one  heard  in 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  in  a  railway  carriage,  in  the 
fishing  hut,  and  round  the  smoking-room  fire  when- 
ever anyone  mentioned  the  "  Encyclopaedia  of 
Sport."-  I  should  not  wonder  if  the  editors  did  not 
pass  it  on  purpose,  and  with  intent  to  provoke 
remark. 

"NoBRiBLE  News"  abotjt  the  Test.  " 
In  the  first  volume  of  Country  Life  "  Fishing  "  I 
was  horrified  to  find  in  a  capital  article  by  Mr. 
Martin  Smith,  entitled,  "  A  Typical  Day  on  the 
Test,"  this  exclamation  :  "  Look  here  !  Look  at 
this  glass  of  Test  water,  clear  as  crystal ;  looks  fit 
to  drink,  does  it  not  ?  But  I  would  not  advise  you 
to  try,  for  all  the-  Stockbridge  sewage  is  in  it ! " 
True,  Stockbridge  is  not  a  great  town,  but  there  are 
eight  or  nine  hundred  people,  which  means  eight  or 
nine  hundred  tributaries  of  the  pellucid  Test,  to  say 
the  least  of  it.  Why  did  Mr.  Martin  Smith  "  let  on," 
as  the  eaying  is.  "  Where  ignorance  was  bUss, 
?twas  folly  to  make  us  wise."- 

Some  of  the  Fishing  Articles  in  the  Work. 

The  descriptions  and  illustrations  relating  to 
salmon  flies,  baits,  rods,  tackle,  methods  of  casting, 
prawning,  spinning  etc.,  have  been  contributed  V)y 
Mr.  John  J.  Hardy,  and  excellent,  practical,  well- 
written  articles  they  are.  Mr.  C.  E.  Radclyffe  does 
the  section  on  Norwegian  salmon  angling  and 
rivers,  one  of  the  most  useful  chapters  in  the  work, 
and  fully  illustrated.  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford  has 
a  very  full  account  of  dry-fly  fishing,  every  page  of 
Tj^hich  is  of  interest  to  the  fly  fisher.    The  editor, 


Mr.  Hutchinson,  does  the  wet- fly  notes,  as  already 
mentioned.  Mr.  Martin  Smith's  "  Typical  Day  on 
the  Test "  is  very  catholic  and  chatty  ;  one  seems 
to  be  going  back  half  a  century  in  reading  descrip- 
tions of  blow-line  fishing  for  trout  with  natural  May 
Fly  and  spinning  for  trout  with  the  natural  minnow 
side  by  side  with  up-to-date  dry-fly  tips,-  all  in  use 
to-day  on  the  old  Stockbridge  Club  water  on  the 
Test.  It  reminds  one  somehow  of  Alsatia  and 
Indian  reservations.  Mr.  Alfred  J^rdine  very  plea- 
santly spins  yarns,  baits,  paternosters,  and  float 
fishes  for  pike  and  perch.  The  Hon.  A.  E.  Gathorne 
Hardy  writes  on  sea-trout  fishing,  mahsecr,  tarpon, 
grayling,  charr,  and  the  flner  coarse  fish  are  all 
dealt  with.  In  addition  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  treats  on 
sea  fishing,  Mr,  J.  B.  Fielding  and  Mr.  E.  Valentino 
Corrie  on  fish  breeding.  Dr.  Kingston  Barton  on  the 
food  and  feeding  of  salmon,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund 
has  some  notes  on  netting  him ;  and  last,  but  not 
least,  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger  has  some  most  valuable 
ichthyological  notes.  In  a  future  notice  of  the 
work  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  one  or  two  specimens 
of  the  illustrations.  If  anglers  cannot  catch  fish,  it 
is  not  for  want  of  treatises  on  the  subject. 

Fishing  competes  with  Shooting. 
The  Illustrated  Sporting  and  Dramatic  News 
always  has  some  interesting  angling  notes;  In  a 
recent  issue  it  stated  that:  "  While  the  cost  of  fly 
fishing  has  gone  up,  English  shooting  has  distinctly 
slumped.  You  can  rent  a  good  shoot  of  several 
hundred  acres  for  less  than  it  will  cost  you  for  a 
month's  good  salmon  fishing — not  to  mention  a  rod 
on  some  southern  trout  stream,'- 

Heavy  Gun  Firing  Prejudicial  to  Fishing. 

A  subscriber  at  Wem,  Shropshire,  kindly  sends 
me  the  following  note  from  the  Daily  Telegraph :  — 

"  The  detonations  of  heavy  guns  apparently 
have  the  same  effect  upon  fish  as  thunderstorms, 
and  therefore  the  fishermen  of  Rhode  Island  have 
petitioned  the  Admiralty  to  change  the  site  of 
naval  target  practice,  which  seriously  interferes 
with  their  business.  It  is  alleged  that  the  fish 
leave  the  surface  of  the  water  and  remain  at  the 
bottom  while  firing  continues.  The  disturbance 
extends  over  a  radius  of  eight  to  ten  miles  from 
the  battleship. '•'■ 

I  was  fishing  with  my  brother  recently  when 
weather  and  water  were  all  right,  but  the  trout 
would  not  rise  welL  We  could  hear  guns  firing 
occasionally,  and  he  wondered  if  it  affected  the  fish. 
I  do  not  think  we  can  claim  that  big  gun  firing  is 
an  excuse  for  bad  baskets — at  least,  I  have  not 
noticed  that  the  Itchen  and  Test  trout  stopped 
rising  when  there  was  big  gun  firing  all  day  Ports- 
mouth way.    It  is  probably  different  at  sea. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


A  NOETH  COKNWALL  FISHING 
CBN  TEE. 

A  beauteftil  morning  !  The  sunUght  is  stream- 
ing through  the  open  window,  reflecting  the  quiver- 
ing poplar  leaves  on  the  floor  of  my  httle  room,  and 
it  foretells  another  warm  day.  It  is  on  such  a 
morning  that  the  angler  would  be  far  from  the  tur- 
moil of  the  town,  by  some  crystal-clear  trout  stream, 
hurrying  over  the  large  stones  in  its  bed  with  a 
music  such  as  only  the  true  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton 
really  knows.  Now  it  is  that  the  writer  would  be 
in  Cornwall,  at  the  village  of  St.  Breward.  on  the 
edge  of  the  moor — a  most  interesting  and  con- 
venient halting-place  for  the  angler  who  likes  both 
woodland  and  moorland  trouting  and  scenery,  for 
in  the  valley  below  flows  the  river  Camel,  reputed, 
in  its  season,  to  be  one  of  the  finest  salmon  rivers  in 
England,  with  its  tributaries  the  De  Lank  and  the 
.Jump  close  by,  while  on  the  wild  moor  on  the  other 
side  one  is  within  a  short  distance  of  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  two  last-mentioned  streams. 

As  a  short  description  of  the  fishing  near  St. 
Breward  the  following  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
visitor.  A  walk  of  about  a  mile  down  into  the 
valley  will  bring  the  angler  to  Gam  Bridge,  on  the 
river  Camel.  Below  this  bridge  the  fishing  is  free 
for  several  miles,  while  upstream,  except  for  two 
miles  immediately  above  the  bridge,  it  is  free  right 
up  to  the  source.  There  are  some  very  fine  trout 
in  this  river,  but  the  large  ones  are  shy  and  as  a  rule 
are  only  to  be  taken  in  the  evening  or  in  the  early 
season,  especially  when  the  fern-web  is  out.  Later 
in  the  year  there  is  excellent  peal  fishing  in  the 
evening  in  the  larger  pools,  the  Alexandra  being  the 


favourite  fly.  The  river,  however,  is  much  over- 
grown until  one  reaches  Trecame  Bridge,  where  it 
becomes  more  open,  but  any  difficulty  which  the 
angler  may  experience  in  fishing  is  fully  compen- 
sated for  by  the  beautiful  scenery  throughout  this 
part  of  the  vaUcy,  the  fine  woods  on  cither  side  of 
which  often  approach  the  edge  of  the  stream  itself. 
Besides  the  many  objects  of  a  picturesque  nature, 
there  are  several  which  will  prove  of  no  lesser 
interest  to  the  visitor.  Among  the  latter  may  be 
mentioned  the  stone  bridges  at  Wenford,  Gam,  and 
Trecame,  the  old  borough  and  market  town  of 
Camelford,  which  until  1832  returned  two  members 
to  Parliament,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  manor- 
house  at  Worthyvale,  situate  close  to  the  river, 
about  One  and  a  half  mile  above  the  aforesaid  towTi. 
Here,  according  to  the  legend,  was  fought  that 
"  last  dim,  weird  battle  of  the  west  "  between  King 
Arthur  and  Sir  Modred  ;  and  indeed  one  may  still 
see  a  large  monolith,  which  formerly  lay  across  the 
stream,  but  which  recently  has  been  removed  to  the 
right  bank,  bearing  the  words  in  Latin,  "  Here  lieth 
Catin,  the  son  of  great  Arthur." 

Years  ago  much  poaching  prevailed  on  this  river, 
and  there  still  lives  in  the  village  a  venerable  old 
man  who  can  tell  many  an  interesting  tale  of  those 
times  ;  but  this  is  not  the  case  at  present,  although 
there  is  now  and  again  a  conviction,  owing  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  association  board,  which  has  been 
very  energetic  of  recent  years. 

The  De  Lank  rises  on  the  moor  near  Brown  Willy, 
and  joins  the  Camel  a  short  distance  below  Wenford 
Bridge.  For  two  miles,  from  its  junction  with  the 
latter  river  to  the  famous  De  Lank  granite  quarries, 
this  stream  is  much  overgrown,  but  if  the  angler  is 
patient  under  difficulties  and  does  not  mind  rough 
walking,  he  should  carefully  fish  this  length,  for 
some  of  the  largest  trout  lie  there.  At  the  quarries 
it  becomes  quite  open,  and  the  fishing  is  good  from 
here  right  up  to  the  source.  At  Delford  Bridge,  a. 
most  typical  and  interesting  structure,  the  stream 
divides  in  two,  rejoining  at  Bradford  Bridge,  while 
higher  up  at  Bedrawle  Bridge  one  finds  oneself  in 
the  midst  of  the  wild  moor.  The  name  Bedrawle  in 
old  Cornish  means  the  grave  of  Riowal  or  Howell. 
It  has  been  conjectured  that  the  fine  dolmen  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  stream  a  few  yards  above  the 
bridge  marks  the  resting-place  of  that  ancient  king. 
Indeed,  from  here  on  both  sides  of  the  valley  are 
many  objects  of  antiquarian  interest,  the  stone 
circle  and  beehive  hut  at  Femacre  (in  which  the 
heroine  in  Baring-Gould's  "  Mrs.  Curgenven  "  took 
refuge)  being  well  worth  a  visit.  In  such  surround- 
ings, the  home  of  an  old  forgotten  people,  one  recalls 
the  lines  of  Robert  Stephen  Hawker,  the  Cornish 
poet — 

They  rear'd  their  lodges  in  the  wilderness, 
Or  built  them  cells  beside  the  shadowy  sea. 
And  there  they  dwelt  with  angels,  like  a  dream. 
Indeed,  the  angler  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  by  the 
wild  grandeur  of  this  spot,  as  he  stands  between  the 
granite-strewn  heights  of  Rough  Tor  and  Brown 
Willy  (BrunwilUe),  amid  the  great  desolation,  un- 
reheved  by  a  house  or  even  a  single  tree,  the  sUence 
of  which  is  only  broken  by  the  occasional  flight  and 
cry  of  some  wild  bird. 

There  is  yet  another  stream  close  at  hand  in  the 
Jump,  which  joins  the  Camel  at  Trecame  Bridge, 
and  after  a  course  of  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
divides  into  two  streams  at  Alanford,  either  of  which 
is  fishable  for  about  three  miles,  the  one  which  flows 
by  Henneware  being  the  better  fishing  stream  of 
the  two.  The  scenery  here  is  also  of  the  finest, 
especiaOy  for  the  mile  above  the  junction  of  the 
stream  with  the  Camel,  for  which  distance  it  flows 
in  a  deep  gorge,  the  entrance  to  which  is  guarded  by 
two  lofty  crags  standing  on  either  side  of  the  valley. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  the  devil,  when  chased  by 
St.  Michael,  performed  the  wonderful  feat  of  leaping 
from  one  to  the  other  in  his  flight  for  sanctuary  at 
Roche  Rock. 

I  have  only  mentioned  the  above  three  streams, 
which  are  in  close  proximity  to  St.  Breward,  but  the 
fishing  is  equally  good  on  those  further  afield. 
There  is  the  Temple  stream,  a  tributary  of  the 
Fowey,  four  miles  away  ;  the  Laine  about  the  same 
distance,  and  the  river  Fowey  itself  not  much 
further  off.  Indeed,  for  the  angler  who  is  modest 
in  his  demands  as  to  the  size  of  his  fish  there  is 
hardly  a  better  or  more  healthy  centre  than  this  old 
Cornish  village.  A  comfortable  stay  can  be  made 
at  moderate  terms  at  the  Glen  View  Inn,  where 
everything  is  done  by  the  host  and  hostess  to  make 
one  as  much  at  home  as  possible. 

Clement  C.  Gatley. 
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"WHAT  I  SAW  AND   HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMOX    AND  TROUT 
FISHINa  m  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geen. 


(Continued  from  page  417.) 

Saturday  night"s  copious  rains  iricade  me  curious 
as  to  their  effect  on  the  prospects  of  sport  on  the 
river ;  so  I  was  early  at  the  bridge  on  Sunday 
morning,  and  was  gratified  to  learn  that  the  long- 
waited-for  opportunity  had  come  for  the  salmon 
and  sea-trout  to  travel  up  over  the  falls  to  find 
homes  in  the  numerous  pools  of  the  ever-winding 
and  twisting  Glen  river. 

A  river,  especially  when  stocked,  is  a  real  living 
companion  of  which  I  am  never  tired.  It  draws  me 
to  its  side,  be  other  attractions  what  they  maj',  with 
a  certainty  that  gives  my  friends  sure  knowledge  of 
my  whereabouts. 

No  sooner  is  breakfast  over  on  this  occasion  than 
I  am  ready  for  a  start  to  enjoy  the  fresh  breezes 
that  are  bringing  the  hanging  rain-drops  from  trees 
and  bushes.  I  want  to  be  a  witness  of  the  river's 
bustle  and  haste  to  fulfil  its  mission  of  giving  oppor- 
tunities for  the  gathering  in,  and  the  multiphcation 
of,  fish-life. 

The  stream  is  in  grand  volume,  sufficient  to  cover 
mid-stream  boulders,  and  the  prostrate  grass  and 
sedges  on  the  banks  tell  that  during  the  night  it 
has  been  an  angry  torrent  that  the  fish  had  to  wait 
an  abatement  of  before  commencing  their  inland 
journey. 

The  surfaces  of  the  eddies  arc  still  a  swirhng  mass 
of  debris,  with  here  and  there  at  their  tails  mats  of 
rolled  up  clotted  froth,  that  spin  round  and  round 
until  fairly  caught  by  the  stream,  when  they  speed 
o£F,  to  be  driven  against  the  rock  at  the  next 
sharp  bend,  there  to  be  unrolled  and  lost. 

The  ditches,  too,  had  overflowed  their  hmits  and 
laid  the  crops,  and  were  now  so  full  that  I  had  often 
to  retrace  my  steps  to  the  road,  which  runs  con- 
veniently near  for  many  miles. 

The  sun  at  last  struggled  through  the  flying 
clouds,  and  soon  shone  with  such  aissurance  as  left 
no  room  for  fear  of  further  rain.  The  birds  were 
almost  instantaneous  in  their  responses  to  the 
brightened  sky  and  their  warbUngs  were  every- 
where. 

The  sorrel-tinted  grasses  in  the  meadows,  heavy 
with  rain,  were  at  first  slow  and  patchy  in  responding 
to  the  wind's  invitation  to  be  gay,  but  the  patches 
grew  in  size  and  number  until  the  whole  field,  freed 
iFrom  its  wet  encumbrances,  joined  in  the  fun  ;  and 
then  the  waves  of  grass  played  leap-frog  while  the 
stiff  docks  nodded  approval. 

The  cowsUps,  with  their  graceful  bendings  and 
swayings,  and  the  curtseying  daisies  seemed  dancing 
to  the  music  of  the  ringing  harebells.  All  Nature 
was  in  such  a  gloriously  playful  mood  that  I,  who 
cannot  sing,  commenced  a  song  of  joy  which  was 
cnielly  cut  short  by,  "  Oh,  please,  dad,  don't."- 

Then  my  arm  was  taken  and  I  was  gently  turned 
right  about  face  and  told  of  my  promised  car  drive 
to  Glencolumbkille. 

On  our  return  to  the  hotel  we  found  the  anglers 
jubilant  at  their  prospects  and  anxious  for  Sunday's 
quiet  to  give  place  to  Monday's  expected  sport. 
Notwithstanding  the  day  there  was  a  bustling 
activity  of  preparation.  Rods  were  put  together, 
comparisons  made  of  length,  weight,  and  probable 
usefulness  under  the  varying  tests  they  would  be 
put  to,  now  the  Glen  river  was  in  ply  and  with 
plenty  of  fresh-run  fish. 

Everyone  seemed  someone  else,  and  not  one  of 
the  silent,  sky-watching,  glass-tapping,  down-in- 
the-dumps  individuals  remained  to  remind  you  how 
sour  it  is  possible  to  look  when  you  have  nothing 
else  to  do. 

These  exhibitions  of  rods,  lines  and  lures,  with 
plenty  of  leisure  to  compare  one  with  the  other,  aided 
by  the  eloquence  of  the  exhibitors,  who  will  favour 
you  with  remarkable  incidents  which  tend  to  prove 
their  rod,  line  or  lure  so  far  perfect  that  they  do 
not  desire  a  better,  are  really  most  interesting,  and 
if  you  watch  and  listen  you  will  frequently  get  useful 
ideas  that  have  cost  much  time  and  thought  to  their 
pos.se9sors. 

My  son  is  at  my  elbow  and  the  car  waits,  so  I  have 
to  lose  a  chance  of  getting  wisdom  cheaply. 

I  think  the  jaunting-car  the  jolliest  means  of 
locomotion  ever  invented.  Ita  speed,  spring  and 
sway  are  provocative  of  merriment  and  laughter, 
and  are  only  comparable  to  a  good  friendly  shake 
of  the  shoulders  by  strong  arms  and  loving  hands. 


Sooner  or  later  you  must  laugh,  and  be  ever  ready 
to  laugh  again,  though  this  vnll  be  difficult  until  you 
have  realised  that  the  muscles  of  your  face  are  not 
needed  to  help  you  to  retain  your  seat.  Pat  liimself 
is  under  the  influence  of  the  car  as  soon  as  ho  is  on 
board,  and  becomes  twice  an  Irishman  when  he  is 
driving  at  full  speed  with  only  inches  between  the 


passing  strange,  but  I  will  pledge  that  that  same 
pair  would,  were  they  seated  back  to  back,  perform 
that  very  same  journey,  encounter  the  same  jerk- 
ings  and  joltings,  with  no  more  thought  of  care  than 
if  they  were  safely  perched  on  the  comfortable  back 
seat  of  an  English  dog-cart. 

Pat  is  at  his  best  when  driving  and,  if  your  wits 
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"The  Sun  at  Last  Struggled  Through  the  Flying  Clouds." 


[W.  K.  Geen. 


nozzle  of  his  wheel  and  that  of  some  other  daring 
fellow's  car.  His  trust  in  Fate  is,  I  think,  most 
clearly  of  all  shown  in  his  car  driving.  The  worst  of 
lurches,  the  thinnest  hair-breadth  escapes  from  over- 
turning, do  not  even  interrupt  his  chatter. 

Among  the  passengers  the  fear  of  falling  off  is  the 
cause  of  strange  and  comical  incidents  when  persons 
of  opposite  sex  are  seated  side  by  side.   If  there  be 


be  quick  enough  to  ^follow  his,  you  ■nill  be  able  to 
store  up  much  cud  for  future  rumination.  As  I  was 
driving  one  day  I  noticed  that  my  jarvey  addressed 
passing  peasants  of  his  acquaintance  in  the  Irish 
tongue,  while  to  his  horse  he  used  such  words  as  I 
was  famihar  with  at  home  in  England.  Impelled  by 
curiosity,  I  stood  up  and  leaned  over  the  seat,  and, 
with  a  smile,  said,  "  Now,  Pat,  why  is  it  that  you 
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"  Light-Hearted  Daughters  of  Erin." 


IW.  K.  Geen. 


no  fear  in  the  lady,  then  the  gentleman  will  certainly 
be  timorous,  so  that  a  sharp  turn  in  the  road,  a  jolt 
over  a  stone,  a  sudden  whipping-up  of  the  horse,  or 
any  one  of  the  anythings  that  may  happen,  causes 
either  the  gentleman  to  seek  support  from  the  easily 
encircled  neighbouring  waist,  or  the  lady  to  seize  in 
convulsive  grip  the  gentleman's  knee,  or  the 
trousers  where  the  Imee  should  be.    It  is  strange, 


speak  to  your  friends  in  Irish,  but  always  talk  in 
Enghsh  to  your  horse  ?  "-  "  Why,  your  honour,'' 
says  Pat,  "  isn't  it  good  enough  for  fiim  ?  '' 

This  Uttle  tale  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the 
subtlety  of  an  Irishman's  humour,  and  you  will  need 
some  length  of  acquaintance  •with  Erin  before  you 
will  clearly  know  whether  you  may  indulge  your 
laughter  freely,  or  whether  that  laugh  is  doomed  to 
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die~away'in  a  sickly  smile,  as  you  realise,  too  late, 
that  Patlhas  got  one  home  through  your  armour 
that's  a  httle  bit  against  yourself.  Be  on  your  guard 
always,  for  I  have  known  him  spend  a  day  in  proving 
himself  an  innocent  for  my  diversion,  only  to  find 
in  the  last  fly  he  threw  over  me  there  was  a  hook 
that  pricked  and  brought  me  to  bank,  quite  sad, 
making  the  balance  of  the  day  against  me. 

There  is  another  talent  which  they  possess  to  an 
equally  remarkable  degree.  It  is  even  harder  to 
detect  since  they  are  not  so  generally  credited  with 
it.  Every  word,  every  smile,  every  action  of  an 
Irishman  is  prompted  by  a  far-sighted  and  definite 
purpose.  "  God  bless  yer  honour,  sorr,  and  it's 
ivery  one  of  meself  that's  pleased  to  see  yer  honour  " 
sounds  very  nice,  but  it  is  sometimes  pure  blarney 
dehberatety  intended  to  blarney  you. 

Laugh  at  Paddy's  joke,  tlien  be  smart,  very  smart, 
and  you  may  catch  him  with  a  broad  grin  on  his 
face  or  with  tongue-extended  check  that  was  in- 
tended for  your  back.  You  will  find  his  talk  seduc- 
tive in  the  extreme.  It  is  full  of  milk  and  honey. 
He  prefers  to  invent  a  bit  of  truth,  with  divil  a  lie 
in  it,  rather  than  impart  anything  likely  to  be  un- 
pleasant. Misled  by  the  careless,  reckless  impetu- 
osity of  his  demeanour,  you  might  expect  to  be  the 
confidant  of  his  joys  and  sorrows,  his  faith  and 
beliefs,  his  aspirations  and  fears  at  the  first  inter- 
view!, Not  at  all ;  you  will  sooner  get  all  this  from 
a  Scotsman  at  such  short  notice. 

Our  host  is  a  great  judge  of  horses,  and  is  conse- 
quently proud,  and  deservedly  so,  of  his  stud,  but, 
no  matter  how  clever  you  may  be,  sooner  or  later  a 
regrettable  purchase  gets  admittance  to  j-our  stables. 
On  the  previous  day  he  had  taken  me  to  see  one 
that  had  been  sent  from  Dublin  :  a  very  nice-shaped 
animal  in  every  respect,  excepting  his  ears  ;  and  his 
services  were  offered  me  for  this  day's  drive.  I  am 
glad  that  the  prejudice  created  by  the  horse's  look 
at  me  with  one  eye,  while  he  dropped  the  ear  on  the 
same  side,  caused  me  to  decidedly  prefer  one  I  had 
already  ridden  behind. 

We  started  with  an  excellent  turn-out  and  a  most 
capable,  chatty  and  well-informed  driver,  who  soon 
brought  us  to  the  brow  of  the  hiUs  that  opened  the 
wide  expanse  of  country  that  sloped  away  seawards 
and  permitted  us  to  enjoy  salt  breezes,  blended  with 
a  scent  of  peat  and  heather. 

It  was  a  lovely  drive  to  Malin  More,  where  we  dis- 
mounted to  visit  its  most  beautiful  bay,  where  once 
again  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  some  splendid 
works  of  the  Congested  District  Board,  consisting 
of  a  well-sheltered  and  massive  quay,  a  curing  house, 
and  a  small  fleet  of  Atlantic  fishing  boats. 

The  washing  of  the  mighty  waves  that  dash 
against  this  part  of  the  coast  cuts  strange  devices  in 
the  varying  hardness  and  tenacity  of  the  cliffs, 
which  are  so  high  and  perpendicular  as  to  necessitate 
great  circumspection  in  approaching  the  edges. 

Sheep  could  be  seen  nibbhng  the  grass  on  tiny 
ledges  where  one  false  step  would  precipitate  them 
to  certain  destruction  ;  but  what  struck  us  as  being 
far  more  wonderful  was  the  sudden  appearance  of  a 
maiden  walking  along  the  apparently  pathless  side 
of  the  chff.  She  was  followed  by  another.  They 
were  so  far  off  that  we,  at  first,  thought  them  mere 
children  who  had  lost  their  way ;  but  as  they 
neared  our  fascinated  eyes,  sometimes  with  a  leap 
over  a  ghastly  crevice,  we  saw  that  they  were  well- 
grown  girls  in  f uU  enj  oyment  of  their  senses.  After 
the  first  few  minutes  of  demure  refusal  they  per- 
mitted my  son  to  take  their  photos. 

We  may  all  remember  the  utter  recklessness  of 
danger  with  which,  in  our  youthful  days,  we  crossed 
floods,  or  stood  upon  the  brink  of  yawning  preci- 
pices ;  feats  which,  in  after  years,  the  wealth  cf 
kingdoms  would  not  tempt  us  to  try  again. 

"  The  light-hearted  daughters  of  Erin, 

Like  tVie  mountain  deer  they  can  bound  ; 
Their  feet  never  touch  the  groen  island, 
But  music  is  struck  from  the  ground. 

"And  oft  in  the  green  glens  and  green  meadows, 
The  ould  jig  they  dance  with  such  grace. 
That  oven  the  daisies  they  ttef^d  on. 
Look  up  with  delight  in  their  face." 

Our  driver,  anxious  to  proceed,  interrupted  our 
chat  vvitli  the  girls,  and  we  were  soon  on  the  road  to 
(ilencolumbkillc,  when;  St.  Columba  helped  to  rear 
with  his  own  hands  the  scliools,  where  he  afterwards 
taught,  to  all  who  would  listen,  his  Christian  Faith. 
It  is  impoHsil>le  to  look  upon  this  spot,  so  remote, 
60  barren,  and  of  such  world-wide  holy  renown 
without  being  deeply  moved ;  and  these  associa- 
tions are  all  the  more  interesting  and  impressive 


when  they  are  generously  detailed  to  you  by  a  lover 
of  the  place. 

We  were  fottunate  in  this  respect,  for  we  came 
upon  a  pilgrim  in  the  shape  of  a  learned  Irish  gentle- 
man, who,  as  he  told  us,  had  come  there  from 
America  to  pay  his  respects  once  more  to  the 
memory  of  the  godly  saint,  and  who  was  not  un- 
willing to  deal  out  to  us  from  his  store  of  knowledge 
rich  information  to  feed  the  curiosity  evoked  in  us  by 
this  romantic  spot.  He  told  us  to  visit,  if  we  had 
time,  Rathhn  O'Birne  Island  to  see  its  lighthouse, 
its  sacred  wells,  and  its  people  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  worshipping,  until  comparatively  recently, 
the  figurehead  from  the  bows  of  one  of  the  ill-fated 
gaily-decked  ships  of  the  Armada,  which  had  come 
to  its  doom  upon  the  rocks  of  their  island.  This,  he 
said,  they  must  have  deemed  a  figure  of  the  Holy 
Virgin,  and  in  that  belief  had  given  to  it  centuries  of 
adoration. 

So  much  more  he  told  us  of  the  history  and 
religion  of  Ireland  as  to  move  our  admiration  for 
his  erudition,  and  running  through  all  that  he  said 
we  could  not  fail  to  notice  that  pronounced  love  of 
country  which  is  in  all  the  Irish,  learned  or  un- 
learned. 

There  is  a  nice,  clean-looking  private  hotel  in  the 
village,  where,  with  our  tea,  we  were  given  a  taste 
of  salmon  taken  from  the  bay  close  at  hand,  and, 
judging  from  the  boats  we  saw,  sea-fishing  could  be 
much  enjoyed  at  Glencolumljkille. 

As  we  were  journeying  homewards  I  called  a  halt 
to  ask  a  question  of  a  man  who  stood  at  his  cottage 
door,  with  the  result  that  I  was  soon  inside,  seat«d 
and  chatting.  At  first  the  room  seemed  very  small 
for  so  many  occupants,  but  this  impression  became 
much  modified  as  I  discovered  that  everj-thing  and 
everj'body  had  their  place. 

The  balls  of  wool  of  varied  colours  hanging  from 
a  beam,  together  with  a  roll  of  tweed  upon  a  shelf, 
were  soon  the  subject  of  conversation.  I  saw  the 
cloth  unrolled,  approved  the  colourings  and  texture, 
and  became  the  owner  of  it  at  fifteenpence  per  yard. 
Quite  a  bargain !  as,  in  addition  to  the  merits  of  the 
tweed,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  persuading  my 
tailor  to  do  what  he  says  he  has  never  done  before, 
make  a  suit  with  other  people's  cloth  ;  and,  judging 
from  his  manner,  he  would  rather  give  up  business 
altogether  than  do  it  again.  Poor  httle  fellow,  he  did 
seem  hurt. 

The  roll  of  tweed,  less  the  suit  length,  I  cut  in 
half  and  sent  to  my  two  daughters  for  costumes.  I 
sincerelj'  hope  their  dressmakers'  feehngs  will  not 
be  harrowed  as  my  tailor"  s  were. 

How  different  to  deal  with  was  the  tailor  who 
measured  me  when  I  was  a  boy.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
HoUoway  always  arrived  at  our  house  punctually 
at  eight  o'clock,  and,  at  a  quarter  past,  they  sat 
down  to  breakfast,  having  previously  laid  out  upon 
the  table,  on  which  he  was  to  sit,  an  imposing 
array  of  tailor's  requisites. 

Country  tailors  are  credited  witli  having  huge 
appetites.  Can  this  be  accounted  for  by  their  sitting 
so  much  with  their  legs  crumpled  up  in  front  of 
them  ?  I  heard  Mary,  our  dairymaid,  tell  Gibbs 
that  sitting  on  a  table  as  if  about  to  hatch  a  brood 
of  chickens  would  naturally  make  a  man  as  hungry 
as  a  broody  hen. 

It  is  admitted  that  thej-  have  a  weakness  for  a 
liver  and  bacon  breakfast.  HoUoway  was  very  fond 
of  it,  and,  as  he  had  to  walk  three  miles  to  reach  our 
house,  there  could  be  no  wonderment  at  his  needing 
a  second  helping  of  such  a  savoury  dish  ;  but  it 
must  have  been  some  other  tailor  that,  wishuig  for 
yet  another  helping  at  breakfast,  got  it  by  promising 
he  would  coi}sider  it  to  be  his  dinner,  and,  having 
eaten  that,  got  another  plateful,  saying  that  should 
count  as  being  for  his  supper ;  after  eating  which 
he  packed  up  his  tools,  saying,  in  reply  to  an  inquir}', 
he  never  worked  after  supper.  It  could  not  have 
been  HoUoway,  as  Mrs.  HoUoway  was  always  there, 
and  was  most  particular  about  her  husband's  food 
and  drink,  particularly  the  latter. 

Mary,  the  dairymaid,  was  much  to  me,  and  so 
she  was  to  Gibbs.  I  was  with  her  when  Gibbs  came 
from  the  stables,  got  behind  us  before  we  knew  that 
he  was  there,  and  twsted  Mary's  head  quite  round 
and  whispered  something  to  her  hps.  "  Fairies  hate 
'  telhtits.'  and  might  carry  them  off  at  any  moment. 
They  shan't  have  you."  That's  what  Mary  said,  as 
she  patted  my  head  when  Gibbs  was  gone. 

{To  he  continued.) 


A  30lb.  shark,  5ft.  in  length,  was  caught  with  rod 
and  line  at  Southwick  (Sussex)  recently  by  Mr.  J. 
H.  Boyton,  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 


THE  FLY  AND  IBAIT  CASTING' 
TOUENAMENT  AT  THE  CRYSTAL 
PALACE,  JULY  22  AND  JULY  2:3. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

In  all  competitions  in  the  present  tournament, 
which  correspond  with  those  of  previous  tourna- 
ments, the  result  will  be  decided  by  the  aggregate 
of  the  best  three  casts,  and  wherever  practicable 
this  arrangement  will  apply  in  those  competitions 
which  have  been  introduced  in  this  year's  pro- 
gramme. The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  not, 
only  will  it  be  fairer  to  all  competitors,  but  is 
necessary  for  the  comparison  and  continuation  of 
records. 


Second  List  of  Pbizes,  etc. 


Amount  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
June  18,  about  £65  in  money  and  about  £.50  worth 
of  other  prizes.    Since  received  or  promised : — 


The  Fishmongers'  Company 

..  £10 

10 

0 

Lord  Breadalbane 

1 

0 

0 

Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgeman 

. .  1 

0 

0 

Mr.  F.  Hodder  Baas 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  ("Sarcelle")  . . 

'> 

o 

0 

( In  sending  his  donation  Mr.  Payton 
says:  "It  promises  to  be  a  very 
interesting  affair,  and  I  hope  to  be 
present.") 


Mr.  Saville  Thomas   10  0 

Messrs.  William  Brown  &  Co.,  of  G4,  (Jeorge- 
street,  Aberdeen,  a  selection  of  Brown's  celebrated 
Phantoms  and  spinning  tackle. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Mills  &  Sons,  of  21,  Park-place, 
New  York,  makers  of  the  celebrated  American 
"Leonard"  spht-cane  rods,  a  "Leonard"  split- 
cane  trout  fly  rod,  value  £8.  This  wiU  probably 
be  awarded  as  an  extra  prize  to  the  amateur 
making  the  best  cast  in  the  hght  fly  rod  contest, 
in  which  the  rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  ijjoz. 
At  least  three  amateurs  must  compete. 

Messrs.  Thomas  Grant  &  Sons,  of  Maidstone, 
promise  a  case  of  their  unequaUed  Sportsman's 
Cherry  Brandy,"  which  is  admirable  in  hot  weather 
as  an  addition  to  mineral  water,  and  in  cold 
weather  as  a  comforter  by  itself. 

Messrs.  John  Dewar  and  Sons,  a  case  of  Victoria 
Vat  Whiskey,  and  a  case  of  "Rosbach  "  water. 

Mr.  P.  D.  MaUoch,  Perth,  a  best  "Kingfisher", 
salmon  hne,  value  2Is. ;  a  best  40yd.  double- 
tapered  "  Kingfisher  "  trout  line,  value  10s.  6d. 

Messrs.  A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd.,  a  terra-cotta  statuette 
of  Focardi's  "You  Dirty  Boy." 

Mr.  F.  W.  K.  WaUis,  Wellington  Angling  Society, 
Nottingham,  a  box  of  Nottingham  lace,  value  £5. 

Mr.  Harry  Spray,  Wellington  Anghng  Society, 
Nottingham,  Nottingham  lace  curtains,  value 
£2  2s. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Bu-ks,  Wellington  Angling  Society, 
Nottingham,  a  101b.  ^anister  of  tea,  value  £1  10s. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Dobson,  WeUington  Anghng  Society, 
Nottingham,  a  box  of  silk  blouses,  value  £3  .3s. 

Mr.  J.  G. .  Small,  Wellington  Anglmg  Society, 
Nottingham,  a  box  of  each  white  and  black 
Nottingham  silk  twille,  value  £3. 

Mr.  Arthur  Clarke,  Wellington  Anghng  Society, 
Nottingham,  one  hundredweight  of  household  soap, 
value  £1  10s. 

Messrs.  Robert  Scott  &  Co.,  Leith,  a  case  of 
"Bobbie  Scott"  Whiskey,  value  £2  2s. 

W.  Hearder  &  Son,  Plymouth,  selection  of 
artificial  baits  for  rod  fishing,  consisting  of  artificial 
sand-eels,  '•  Challenger"  baits,  and  minnows,  to  the 
value  of  10s. 


NOTICES  OF  TOURNAMENT  PRIZES. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  &  Sons  send  a  .set  (three) 
of  their  capital  Abbey  Mills  spinners.  These  have 
been  improved  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Emery,  who 
designed  the  spinner  as  an  advance  on  the  old 
Chapman,  by  the  addition  of  a  double  barb  to  the 
point  of  the  body  hooks,  or,  rather,  spike,  which  is 
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inserted  in  the  bait's  side.  Spinners  who  use 
natural  bait  ^^-ill,  I  think,  be  much  pleased  with 
the  new  "Abbey."  Messrs.--  Wm.  Bartleet  & 
Sons  also  send  a  beautifully  finished  three-joint 
spht-cane  fly  rod  (superior  bronze  fittings,  cork 
grip,  two  tops)  for  general  use.  If  the  winner  finds 
it  .a  bit  too  stiti  and  heavy,  they  will  doubtless 
change  it.  This  rod  would  do  well  also  for  Thames 
trout  fishing,  as  it  is  very  powerful.  The  makers 
say  :  "  We  do  not  claim  that  this  is  a  best  rod,  as  it 
is  retailed  at  from  30s.  to  35s.,  whereas  we  {make 
them  as  high  in  price  as  three  and  four  guineas,  but 
it  is  certainly  the  best  value  we  can  offer.  We  sell 
an  enormous  quantity  of  these  rods  in  a  year,  and 
they  ai-e  evidently  popular."-  It  is  not  surprising 
that  it  has  a  very  large  sale. 

Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street, 
Cheltenham,  sends  one  of  his  new  registered 
"Winchcomb"  combined  eyed-fly  and  gut  cast 
pocket  cases,  which,  as  I  said  when  it  came  out 
in  June  last  year,  is  about  as  near  perfection  as 
we  are  likely  to  get.  The  pigskin  leather  case  is 
secured  with  a  strong  spring  clasp  and  holds  four 
parchment  pockets,  which  will  hold  dozens  of  casts 
of  all  sizes  for  trout  fishing,  and  keep  them  dry 
and  good  for  years.  Then  there  is  a  wooden  frame 
holding  a  sheet  of  celluloid,  on  each  side  of  which 
are  fastened  rows  of  little  metal  clips  to  hold  flies 
on  eyed  hooks  from  ilidge  up  to  May  Fly  size. 
The  flies  are  so  held  that  the  wings  cannot  get 
crushed— the  hook  is  held  in  the  bend,  so  the 
points  are  not  touched.  Ten  dozen  flies  can  be 
comfortably  carried  in  this  way;  and  then  a  great 
advantage  is  that  a  leaf  of  stout  celluloid  closes 
flat  on  each  side  of  the  fly  frame,  so  that  moths 
are  excluded.  The  whole  thing  is  beautifully 
compact  and  strong  and  hght.  Size:  6in.  long, 
4in.  wide,  and  |La.  thick.  The  great  feature  is  the 
deep  wooden  frame  which  protects  the  flies  so  well 
and  makes  the  case  mothproof.  ThLs  was  Mr. 
J ames  Ogden's  own  idea,  and  he  ought  to  make  a 
smaU  fortune  out  of  it.  The  price  of  the  combined 
case  is  8s.  6d, 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  "Kingfisher"  salmon  and 
trout  lines  are  really  grand.  I  have  been  using  a 
forty -yard  double  taper  dry-fly  "  Kingfisher  "  line 
lately,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  cast  with  it,  and  the 
price  is  most  reasonable. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  prize  list  that  our 
Nottingham  friends  are  coming  out  very  hand- 
somely. My  wife  says  I  must  win  some  of  the 
Nottingham  lace  s  and  silk  prizes,  but  I  am  not 
sure  I  shall  not  go  for  Messrs.  Dewar's  case  of 
Victoria  Vat  Whiskey,  Messrs.  Thomas  Grant  & 
Sons'  case  of  "Sportsman's  Cherry  Brandy,"  or 
Messrs.  Robert  Scott  &  Co.'s  case  of  "Bobbie 
Scott"  Whiskey,  and  perhaps  for  Mr.  Birks'  101b. 
canister  of  tea  as  a  peace  offering  to  Mrs.  M.  for 
not  winning  all  the  other  prizes. 

Fly  Casting  CoMPETrrtox  for  L.4dies. 
By  St.  Izaak !  we  have  quite  forgotten  to  arrange 
for  a  Ladies'  Fly  Casting  Competition !  With  all 
these  Nottingham  silk  ^blouses,  silk  twille,  lace 
curtains,  and  fine  Nottingham  lace,  we  must  get 
one  in  if  possible,  and  I  am  asking  Mr.  Emery  to 
call  the  committee  on  purpose  to  arrange  the 
details.  R.  B.  Makston. 


AN  IMPORTANT  INNOVATION. 


Messrs.  Cadett  and  Neall.  of  rupid  pUtefarae, 
have  rt-ceotly  eclipstid  their  well-known  "  Spectrum" 
and  ••  Lightning"  photographic  plates  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  yet  more  rapid  plate,  which  they  have 
pla'-ed  on  the  market  under  the  name  of  "The  Royal 
Standard."  The  plate  works  well  with  any  good 
normH.1  developer,  but  to  obtain  the  best  results  the 
formula  (Pyro-Soda)  of  the  makers  should  be  used. 
We  obtained  some  excellent  negitives  when  using 
amidol,  and  can  testify  to  the  very  satisfactory 
cpi-ilitiet  of  the  new  plates.  The  glass  used  is 
neither  too  thick  nor  too  thin,  and  appears  to  be 
very  evenly  coated.  Hand-camera  users  —  on 
account  of  the  extremely  rapid  exposure  which 
must,  of  necessity,  be  given  —will  find  these  plates 
a  boon  and  a  blessing,  enabling  them  to  avoid 
blurring  of  the  image  by  vibration,  and  that  other 
bete  mire  of  the  hand-cameriat — under-exposure^ 
The  self-toning  postcards  made  by  Messrs.  Cadett 
and  Neall  are  also  well  worthy  of  a  trial,  and  should 
become  very  popular. 


IMPROVED   SALMON  FLY  HOOK. 


HARDY'S  PATENT  "OVAL".  WIRE. 


descend  a  small  hand-net  made  of  very  fine  muslin. 
These  creatures  are  useful  for  feeding  small  fish  and 
other  aquatic  animals  upon. 
Before  the  larvaj  of  Cnats  enter  their  pupalhood 


Messrs.  Hardy  send  us  a  large  diagram  of  their  patent  "  Oval  "•  wire  hook, 
from  which  we  have  had  the  accompanying  illustration  made.  They  claim  for 
this  hook  the  following  advantages:  — 

"The  round  and  oval  sections  are  of  equal  £irea.  The  'Oval'  is  30  per  cent, 
stronger  in  line  of  pull. 

"Round  Section. 

"  From  D  to  C  represents  depth  of  cut  in  making  barb.  From  C  to  E  shows 
thickness  of  metal  left  after  cutting  up  barb. 

"  Oval  Section. 

"  Area  A  represents  increase  over  the  round  in  line  of  stress.    D  to  C  represents 
depth  of  cut  in  making  barb.    C  to  E  metal  left 
after  cutting  up  barb.    B  to  C  represents  increased 
thickness  of  metal,  amounting  to  30  per  cent,  left 
after  cutting  up  barb. 


"  These  hooks  are  made  in  sizes  6/0  to  No.  9,  both 
single  and  double,  and  with  tapered  or  Hardy's 
improved  eyed  shanks. 

"Salmon  flies  are  dressed  on  these  hooks,  and 
with  untarnisliahle  tinsel,  by  us,  without  any  increase 
in  price.    The  hooks  are  not  sold  except  dreased.'J 

Hardy  Bros.,  Manufactory,  Alnwick. 

Depots : 
London:  61,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 
Edinburgh:  5  and  50,  St.  David-streetj 
Manchester:  14,  Moult-streetj 


LARV^  OF  WATER-FLIES.* 


CHAPTER  XiY.— continued. 
The  larvae  of  Gnats  are  curious-looking  little 
creatures  (Fig.  180)  ;  they  have  rather  large  heads, 
very  large  thoraces,  and  elongated  bodies,  with  a 
curious  breathing  arrangement  near  the  extremity. 
This  breathing  arrangement  consists  of  a  small  tube, 
which  is  fixed  to  the  eighth  segment  of  the  body. 
When  the  creature  wishes  to  take  in  a  fresh  supply 
of  air,  it  protrudes  the  end  of  this  tube  above  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  the  bristles  which  guard 
the  orifice  open  in  a  star-Uke  fashion,  admit  the  air, 
and  close  again,  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  the  water 
as  the  larva,  with  its  extraordinary  motion,  dives 
down  again  to  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  ditch,  or  tub. 
There  are  some  curious  bristle-Uke  fins  attached  to 
the  last  segment  of  the  body,  which  seem  to  assist 
it  in  swimming  and  sustaining  itself  near  the  surface 
of  the  water  during  the  act  of  respiration.  These 
larvae  are  useful  in  helping  to  cleanse  the  water  in 
which  they  live  by  devouring  various  decaying 
matters  which  they  find  there.  The  jaws  of  these 
creatures  are  fringed  with  bristles  in  such  a  way 


Fig.  180.    Labv^e  and  Pcjp^  of  the  Common 
Gnat  (Culex  ciliaris). 

that  they  are  able  to  cause  a  small  current  of  water 
to  set  in  towards  the  mouth,  and  so  suitable  food  is 
brought  within  the  insect's  reach.  If  some  of  these 
larvae  are  kept  in  a  plate  in  which  there  is  a  little 
pond-water,  this  very  interesting  manner  of  feeding 
may  be  plainly  seen  through  an  ordinary  magnify- 
ing-glass.  These,  creatures  swim  by  alternately 
straightening  and  bending  their  bodies.  They 
never  seem  to  make  any  journeys,  except  those 
between  the  bottom  of  the  water  and  its  surface. 
If  one  should  go  during  warm  and  suimy  weather 
cautiously  to  the  side  of  some  old  tub  or  butt  full 
of  water,  he  will  most  likely  see  several  of  these 
larvae  busily  taking  in  fresh  suppUes  of  air  ;  but 
directly  they  notice  any  movement  upon  the 
observer's  part,  they  will  wriggle  and  jerk  their 
way  down  to  the  bottom  out  of  sight.  They  may 
be  easily  captured  by  placing  under  them  as  they 


*  From  "Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Gre[?ory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fi/ihiny  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 


they  change  their  skins  at  least  three  times.  The 
pupa  is  in  appearance  very  different  to  the  larva. 
It  seems  to  be  top-heavy,  on  account  of  what  may 
be  called  its  head.  This  head  is  enormous  (Fig. 
180)  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  body.  That 
which  is  taken  for  the  head  is  really  the  head, 
thorax,  wings,  and  legs  of  the  future  Gnat,  enclosed 
in  a  kind  of  envelope.  The  creature  imdergoes 
another  great  change  when  it  leaves  the  state  of  the 
larva  and  enters  that  of  the  pupa,  besides  the 
apparent  enlargement  of  the  head,  namely,  the 
alteration  of  the  position  of  the  respiratory  organs. 
The  larva,  when  it  needed  to  take  in  oxygen,  floated 
head  downwards,  with  the  top  of  its  breathing-tube 
just  above  the  surface  of  the  water  ;  but  as  the 
pupa,  on  account  of  its  large  head,  would  have  no 
little  difficulty  in  taking  up  such  an  attitude,  it  is 
supplied  with  two  horn-Uke  members,  which  are 
affixed  to  the  hinder  portion  of  that  part  which  is 
called  the  head,  and  which  it  can  protrude  above 
the  surface  of  the  water.  The  pupa,  therefore, 
when  it  breathes,  floats  head  uppermost.  At  the 
extremity  of  its  abdomen  there  are  two  leaf-like 
appendages.  Its  motion  when  swimming  is  some- 
what similar  to  that  of  the  larva.  It  takes  no  food. 
As  the  time  for  the  final  change  draws  near,  it 
comes  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  remains 
there  perfectly  still.  Gradually  its  body  seems  to 
get  hghter  and  Ughter,  and  to  rise  higher  and  higher 
out  of  the  water,  until  the  skin  between  the  re- 
spiratory organs  splits,  and  soon  the  perfect  Gnat 
is  free.  The  imago  uses  its  late  pupal  skin  as  a 
kind  of  raft  during  the  time  it  is  drying  its  wings 
and  preparing  for  flight. 

The  aquatic  hfe  of  the  Gnat  under  favourable  cir- 
cumstances lasts  for  about  a  month.  The  "  egg- 
boats  "  of  these  insects  should  be  procured  and 
placed  in  a  suitable  and  portable  vessel,  and  then 
their  very  interesting  life-history  may  be  observed 
from  almost  the  beginning  to  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
the  end.  The  Gnat,  I  think,  will  not  lay  her  eggs 
and  build  her  boat  while  in  confinement,  but  she 
may  sometimes  be  seen  going  through  the  curious 
operations  upon  the  surface  of  the  water  of  some 
pond  or  tub. 

In  England  there  are  nine  different  species  of 
Gnats,  the  commonest  of  which  are  the  House  Gnat 
(Cylex  ciliaris)  (Fig.  181),  the  Wood  Gnat  (C.  nemo- 
rosus),  and  the  Ring-footed  Gnat  (C.  anmdatus). 
The  first  and  the  last  are  those  which  generally 


Fig.  181.    Common  Gnat  (Culex  ciliaris).  " 

enter  dwelling-houses  and  torment  their  inmates; 
C.  annulatus  is  the  larger  of  the  two,  and  is  able  to 
inflict  the  more  painful  wound.  The  curious  hum- 
ming noise  made  by  Gnats  is  caused  by  the  exceed- 
ingly rapid  vibration  of  their  wings.  It  is  said  to 
be  only  the  females  who  make  this'sound.  It  "  has 
been  calculated,'!  says  one  writer,  "  that  the  Gn.;t 
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vibrates  its  wings  3,000  times  a  minute,"  but 
another  writer  records  that  the  sirene  proves  the 
vibrations  to  be  15,000  a  second  ! 

The  Chironomida,  or  Midges,  are  chiefly  dis- 
tinguished from  gnats  by  their  proboscis,  which, 
instead  of  being  long  and  horny,  is  short  and  fleshy. 
They  are  very  gnat-Uke  in  appearance.  Their 
antennae  are  long  and  plumed,  especially  those  of 
the  males.  The  antenna  is  so  plumed  as  to  be  of  a 
triangular  shape.  The  "  bite  "  of  a  Midge  is  not 
nearly  so  painful  as  that  of  a  gnat,  and  many  of  the 
Midges  are  altogether  harmless.  These  insects,  like 
the  gnats,  spend  the  larval  and  pujjal  portion  of 
their  lives  in  the  water. 

The  members  of  the  genus  Corethra  are  the  most 
gnat-hke  of  all  the  Midges.  One  species,  C.  plumi- 
cornis,  is  very  common,  and  its  larva  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  decidedly  the  most  extra- 
ordinary of  all  aquatic  larvae.  This  creature  is 
sometimes  called  the  "  Phantom  Larva "  or  the 
"  Glass  Larva."  It  well  earns  such  names,  for  it 
is  so  transparent  that  there  is  no  Uttle  difficulty  in 
seeing  it  in  the  water,  and  through  the  translucent 
sides  of  the  animal  the  greater  portion  of  its  internal 
organisation  is  plainly  visible.  Its  specific  gravity 
seems  to  equal  that  of  the  water,  so  that,  without 
any  effort  at  all,  it  can  remain  at  the  top,  middle, 
or  bottom  of  the  water  in  which  it  lives  as  it  thinks 
fit.  This  interesting  larva  is  slightly  more  than 
^in.  long,  about  yjin.  deep,  and  less  than  this  broad. 
It  gradually  tapers  towards  the  tail.  Its  head  has 
somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  rabbit's  head  when 
it  has  been  skinned.  Fig.  182  gives  some  idea  of 
this  curious  larva  to  those  who  do  not  know  it.  At 
the  extremity  of  the  head  there  are  two  antenna- 


FiG.  182.    Larva  of  Cobethea  flxtmicobnis 
(much  enlabged). 

like  members  (a),  each  of  which  is  terminated  with 
four  spines  or  claws.  The  animal  is  supposed  to 
use  these  claws  in  turning  over  the  mud  in  search 
of  food ;  but  though  I  have  kept  a  great  many  of 
these  larvae  for  a  long  time  and  watched  them 
closely,  I  have  never  seen  them  so  hunt.  Perhaps 
it  is  because  they  have  always  been  provided  with 
plenty  of  the  insects  upon  which  they  feed.  Next 
to  the  antennae  there  is  a  cluster  of  ten  needle-hke 
bristles  or  lancets  (6),  and  just  behind  these  bristles 
there  are  two  little  members  somewhat  like  semi- 
circular saws.  Posterior  to  these  "  saws "  is  a 
curious  upper  lip,  or  labrum,  furnished  with  a  kind 
of  brush-like  arrangement  (c).  The  eye  [d]  is  large 
and  black.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  deepest 
portion  of  the  body  there  are  two  air-sacs  (e).  Some 
authorities  consider  that  these  air-sacs  are  very 
closely  connected  with  the  respiratory  organs,  but 
others  look  upon  them  just  simply  as  "  floats." 
The  oesophagus,  or  gullet  (/),  leads  into  a  curious 
and  powerful  gizzard  (n),  the  use  of  which  can  be 
readily  understood  when  one  remembers  that  this 
larva,  as  a  rule,  feeds  upon  the  smaller  fresh-water 
Crustacea.  The  gizzard  is  joined  to  the  stomach  (g) 
by  a  very  narrow  channel.  The  stomach  may  be 
seen  by  the  naked  eye  through  the  very  transparent 
sides  of  the  creature,  and  its  contents  can  be  pretty 
plainly  observed  with  the  help  of  the  microscope. 
The  stomach  is  joined  to  the  colon  (i)  by  four  very 
slender  tubes  or  ducts.  Between  the  stomach  and 
the  colon  there  are  two  posterior  air-sacs  (h),  which 
evidently  perform  the  same  functions  as  the  anterior 
ones.  There  is  a  curious  fan  (/)  composed  of  deli- 
cately plumed  bristles  attached  to  the  under-part 
of  the  last  segment  of  the  body.  With  the  help  of 
this  fan  the  larva  forces  and  steers  its  way  through 
the  water.  It  is  also  connected,  so  it  is  supposed, 
with  the  tracheal  system;  Posterior  to  this  organ 
there  are  two  curious  and  much-curved  hooks  (k), 
the  use  of  which  I  do  not  kiww.  Dr.  Carrington, 
in  his  very  interesting  articre  upon  this  larva  in 
Science  Gossip,  for  April,  1868,  suggests  that  they 
are  utilised  during  the  creature's  transformation. 
Several  of  these  larvae  have  become  pupae,  and  the 
pupae  have  changed  into  perfect  Midges  while  in 
my  possession,  but  I  have  never  noticed  the  hooks 
made  use  of  in  any  way.  I  represents  four  bronchial 
leaflets,  and  above  them  are  four  more  plumed 
bristles  (m).  Upon  different  parts  of  the  body  of 
the  creature  there  are  very  curious  hairs,  which  are 
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simple  at  their  root,  but  afterwards  become  com- 
pound. Sometimes  as  many  as  seven  or  eight 
branches  spring  from  a  single  stem.  The  organs  of 
respiration  of  tliis  larva  are  very  difficult  to  trace, 
owing  to  their  minuteness,  but  the  appendages  at 
the  extremity  of  the  creature's  body  are  so  formed 
and  so  connected  with  the  tracheal  system  that  the 
animal,  unlike  most  of  the  larvae  of  the  Diptera, 
seems  to  have  no  need  of  coming  to  the  surface  of 
the  water  for  air. 

(To  he  continued.) 


TEOUT  CULTUKE  IN  FLINTSHIRE. 


A  VISIT  TO  THE  EYTON  HATCHERIES. 


DuBiNQ  the  past  few  months  FUntshirc  has  been 
the  scene  of  great  activity  in  the  direction  of  trout 
culture,  and  great  efforts  arc  being  made  which 
will,  beyond  all  doubt,  culminate  in  the  immediate 
future  in  making  the  district  a  veritable  sportsman's 
paradise  from  the  angler's  point  of  view.  In  saying 
this,  I  do  not  for  one  moment  wish  to  convey  the 
impression  that  the  county  in  the  past  has  not  been 
a  happy  hunting  ground  for  the  disciples  of  Izaak 
Walton.  Indeed,  the  very  opposite  would  be  the 
truth,  for  fromtime  immemorial  the  gentle  andlovely 
banks  of  the  river  Alyn — "  that  most  prohfic  trout 
stream,"  as  it  has  been  well  described — have  been 
the  scene  of  many  a  desperate  encounter  with  the 
wily  trout.  It  is  only,  therefore,  in  keeping  with  past 
traditions  that  renewed  efforts  should  at  the  present 


moment  be  about  to  be  made  in  the  way  of  meeting 
what  seems  to  be  a  growing  demand  upon  the  part 
of  present-day  sportsmen ;  and  a  visit  to  the 
Tower,  Mold,  the  home  of  Major  John  Wynne- 
Eyton,  wiU  serve  to  convince  the  most  superficial 
observer  that  success  of  a  more  than  ordinary 
nature  is  hkely  to  be  the  result  of  the  present  enter- 
prise. The  house  itself,  which  was  built  about  the 
year  1380,  is  charmingly  situated,  and  is  surrounded 
by  the  loveUest  of  sylvan  scenery.  Erected  upon 
the  crest  of  a  gentle  slope,  as  its  name  implies,  it 
gives  one  the  impression  of  a  house  which  in  the 
past  has  played  a  part  in  the  dark  history  of  those 
darker  times  which  witnessed  its  foimdation,  for 
suspended  from  the  arched  roof  of  soUd  stone  in  one 
of  the  rooms  there  can  still  be  seen  the  ring  from 
which  a  mayor  of  Chester  was  hanged.  Facing  the 
house  is  a  large  lake,  an  acre  almost  in  extent,  which 
teems  with  trout  of  all  kinds,  as  the  result  of  the 
genial  Major's  labours.  A  visit  to  these  hatcheries 
serves  to  drive  home  the  lesson  that  much  might 
be  made  out  of  very  little,  and  there  are  doubtless 
many  gentlemen  far  more  favourably  situated  than 
Major  Eyton,  from  the  point  of  view  of  water,  who 
could  with  advantage,  and  with  profit  to  their 
friends  and  themselves  respectively,  turn  a  small 
stream  to  good  account,  as  has  been  done  at  the 
Tower.  Only  a  few  miles  away  a  hitherto  waste 
piece  of  ground  has  been  constructed  by  the  Earl 
of  Denbigh  into  a  vast  artificial  lake  teeming  with 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  fish,  and  this  is  only 
typical  of  what  might  be  done  elsewhere  with  the 
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expenditure  of  a  Uttle  time  and  trouble.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  construction  the  hatcheries  take 
the  form  of  a  series  of  pools,  rising  tier  upon  tier 
along  the  course  of  a  small  stream  which  runs 
through  the  whole  of  the  estate.  In  these  pools, 
which  are  artificially  constructed,  the  various 
varieties  of  trout — rainbow  (the  gamiest  of  game 
fish),  the  American  brook  trout,  and  the  Enghsli 
native  trout — are  kept.  The  first  pool  contained  a 
large  number  of  the  rainbow  specimen,  about  4in. 
to  5in.  in  length.  These  had  been  hatched  in  April 
of  last  year,  and  to  see  the  manner  in  which  they 
dashed  at  their  food  fully  convinced  one  that  they 
were  well  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  In  the 
pool  a  little  higher  up  were  stored  several  thousands 
of  the  American  brook  trout,  which  were  hatched 
last  March.  One  peculiar  feature  of  the  American 
trout  is  that  for  a  long  time  he  remains  very  diminu- 
tive, but  once  he  does  commence  to  grow  in  earnest 
he  seems  as  it  were  to  make  up  for  lost  time.  The 
third  pool  contained  the  English  trout,  for  which 
there  seemed  to  be  far  more  of  a  demand.  One 
noticeable  feature  of  the  hatchery  was  the  provision 
which  had  been  made  to  meet  a  sudden  case  of 
flood  in  the  form  of  parallel  trenches  constructed  to 
meet  any  serious  overflow.  Prior  to  their  construc- 
tion the  floods  played  sad  havoc,  even  to  the  extent 
of  washing  many  hundreds  of  trout  away  during  the 
close  season.  Upon  that  occasion  full-grown  speci- 
mens were  found  amongst  the  undergrowth  in 
the  woods.  On  the  whole,  the  Major  seemed  to 
think  that  it  was  fairly  good  to  bring  2.')00  to 
maturity  out  of  a  hatch  of  5000. 

T.  A.  Jones. 


MESSRS.  EATON  &  DELLER'S 
PRIZE  COMPETITION. 


As  will  be  seen  from  our  advertisement  pages, 
the  well-known  house  of  Messrs.:  Eaton  «&  Deller, 
one  of  the  oldest  firms  of  fishing  tackle  makers  in 
the  world,  are  offering  prizes  of  their  rods  and 
tackle  to  the  amount  of  fifty-five  guineas  for 
specimen  roach,  perch,  bream,  salmon,  pike,  trout, 
and  sea  fishj  Full  particulars  of  the  affair  can  be 
had  of  Messrs.  Eaton  &  Deller.  6,  Crooked-lane.; 
The  rules  are  very  simple,  and  the  competition  is 
open  to  the  anglers /of  the  United  Kingdom,  who 
have  only  to  get  some  satisfactory  certificate  that 
they  have  taken  the  fishj 


MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  AND  CO.'S 
NEW  ALUMINIUM  FLY  BOXES. 

Messrs.  Allcock  write : — "  We  have  much 
pleasure  in  sending  you  herewith  two  of  our  alu- 
minium fly  boxes,  one  for  sea-trout  with  cUps,  to 
hold  eighty-four  sea-trout  flies,  and  the  other  with 
cork  for  the  ordinary  trout  dry  flies.  We  are  also 
making  this  box  with  larger  chps  to  hold  forty 
salmon  flies.  We  think  these  boxes  will  appeal  to 
all  classes  of  fishermen,  as  they  are  extremely  fight, 
and  will  not  rust  or  cause  any  harm  to  the  deUcate 
tinsels  or  silks  used  on  the  flies.' ' 

I  can  confidently  advise  fly  fishers  to  see  these 
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new  aluminium  fly  boxes  ;  they  are  first-rate  in 
every  respect.  One  immense  advantage  is  that  the 
flies  are  absolutely  safe  from  moth  and  damp.  The 
trout  fly  boxes  are  only  half  an  inch  in  thickness, 
and  when  sbpped  into  a  pocket  are  so  light  as  to 
be  quite  unnoticeable.  They  are  much  the  most 
attractive  boxes  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen,  and 
prove  that  aluminium  can  be  made  into  boxes  with 
hinges  as  with  other  metals.  In  the  box  with  the 
cork  the  latter  is  cut  into  ridges  in  such  a  way  that 
flies  can  very  easily  be  stuck  in  or  taken  out.  I 
do  not  see  how  these  aluminium  boxes  can  fail  to 
give  satisfaction.  i  R.  B.  M. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beporta  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genebal  Remabks. — The  river  is 
getting  brighter  and  the  stream  slacker.  Sport  is 
falling  off,  owing  principally  to  the  great  heat,  and 
to  the  fact  that  many  fish  are  now  dropping  back 
from  the  weirs  into  the  open  water.  Nearly  all 
the  roach  which  have  been  caught  have  been 
covered  with  fungus,  and  are  quite  out  of  condition. 
Major  Terry,  of  Weybridge,  has  taken  a  barbel 
of  t5|Ib.,  and  Mr.  Ivan  Caryll  has  had  fifteen 
barbel  and  a  21b.  ooz.  tench  at  Shepperton.  At 
Marlow  barbel  have  been  caught  up  to  7jlb.,  whilst 
at  Pangbourne  Mr.  Good  had  nine  chub,  largest  fish 
being  4|lb.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  river  have 
fished  very  badly.  An  important  bit  of  news  for 
Thames  anglers  is  the  fact  that  a  lease  of  the  fishing 
rights  of  the  Upper  Thames  is  likely  to  be  arranged 
shortly  by  the  Thames  Riparian  Owners'  Asso- 
ciation, who  will  hand  these  rights  over  to  the 
Thames  Preservation  League.  This  appears  to  be 
a  settlement  of  the  dispute  on  the  lines  suggested 
by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  which  was  brought  to  a  head 
by  the  action  between  Sir  R.  Palmer  and  the 
professional  fisherman  Andrews. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire). — The  season 

has  opened  very  well,  and  the  river  is  in  good 
fishing  order.  Sir.  Boodle  had  a  fine  mixed  bag, 
an  eel,  4Jlb.,  perch,  2jlb.,  three  jack,  several  large 
roach,  and  chub  up  to  41b. — Chas.  Powell. 

  (Teddiugtou  Weir). — Fishing  improving  ; 

getting  a  few  barbel,  chub,  and  eels.  I  caught  two 
trout  on  the  opening  day,  one  4Jlb.  and  the  other 
1  Jib.,  on  lobs.  Couid  do  with  some  more  rain. — 
W.  McBkide. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — The  weed 
cutter  has  been  at  work,  so  that  the  Cam  will  be 
fishable  by  Saturday.  Perch  and  silver  bream  up 
to  IJlb.  have  been  secured.  Anglers  who  visit  this 
part  of  the  Gam  may  anticipate  a  good  season. 
The  above  stretch  of  water  for  miles  is  free  fishing. 
— John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin  (Fairford.aioncestershire).— The  heaviest 
Coin  trout  on  record  was  caught  by  Mr.  R.  Barker 
on  Tuesday  evening,  weight  5|lb.,  length  23in., 
girth  13in.,  a  perfect  specimen  and  in  the  best  of 
condition.  This  gentleman  also  had  on  3Jlb.,  3lb., 
and  2ib.,  a  magnificent  dish  of  fish,  taken  on  a  large 
brown  Alder.  There  is  a  fine  show  of  trout  on  the 
move,  and  every  prospect  of  good  sport. — Chas. 
Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is  low 
and  fine,  and  fishing  during  the  early  part  of  the 
day  is  almost  useless.  There  has  been  a  fine  spell  of 
Bummer  weather,  and  the  best  takes  on  the  river 
have  been  with  salmon  and  peal.  Peal  have  begun 
to  run ;  the  passes  being  open,  they  are  taking  to 
the  higher  waters.    Trout  angling  is  slow  ;  the  best 


basket  I  have  heard  of  being  had  by  Mr.  E.  Diatin, 
who  took  twenty  nice  fish  on  June  22. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  York). — The  river  is  in  very 
good  condition  for  fishing,  and  there  has  been  fairly 
good  sport  with  chub  and  [dace  during  the  past 
week. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Exe  is  somewhat 
low,  and  a  good  shower  would  be  welcomed.  Trout 
are  reported  to  be  plentiful,  and  many  salmon  have 
been  seen.  Fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the 
Creedy  and  Yeo  in  the  evening.  In  the  Upper 
Tamar  a  few  good  baskets  are  recorded,  Mr.  C. 
Woodley  on  one  occasion  getting  twenty-eight. — 
Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths). — The  May  Fly  is  now  quite  over,  and  the 
result  has  been  a  fairly  successful  season,  although 
the  fish  have  not  takenjthe  May  Fly  as  freely  as  usual. 
The  most  successful  days  were  on  June  8,  10,  11, 
16,  and  17,  the  latter  date  being  the  best,  Messrs. 
Bassetts  (4),  of  Maidenhead,  got  sixty-four  brace 
during  their  stay  of  ten  days'  fishing.  Mr.  Pope,  of 
Fakenham,  did  well,  as  also  did  Mr.  Thurlow  and  Mr. 
Clarke,  of  High  Wycombe,  The  group  were  photo- 
graphed with  their  catch  of  fish  on  June  10.  The 
last  week  Mr.  Pallant  and  Dr.  Lathbury  have  been 
on  the  rivers  with  varying  sport,  the  former,  a 
beginner,  getting  several  fish.  The  rivers  are  low. 
Twenty-four  hours'  rain  would  do  a  lot  of  good. — 
Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Despite  the  fact  that  one  or  two 
heavy  spates  fell  during  the  latter  days  of  last  week, 
the  water  was  not  materially  affected,  and  at 
present  there  is  a  poor  outlook  as  regards  sport,  the 
water  being  exceptionally  low  and  clear.  Up  to  the 
time  of  writing  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  take 
having  been  effected  during  the  past  few  days,  and 
the  outlook  must  continue  poor  until  the  advent  of 
a  copious  spate.  Sea  anglers  have  again  experienced 
fairly  [remunerative  sport,  the  takes  of  whiting 
and  haddock  having  been  somewhat  improved. 
From  the  piers  and  quays  several  nice  baskets  of 
flatfish  have  been  secured. — J.  Jackson. 

£ze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  rivers  are  now 
very  clear  and  low,  and  as  a  consequence  the 
salmon  fishing  has  fallen  off,  but  early  and  late 
some  fine  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Exe, 
Creedy,  Culme,  and  Barle,  Half  Stone,  Black  Gnat, 
Blue  Duns,  and  Palmers  proving  good  flies.  In 
the  Exeter  Canal  some  perch  and  roach  and  large 
eels  have  already  been  taken,  also  at  St.  David's 
and  Exwick  Districts,  Sea  fish  have  been  plentiful, 
mackerel  especially,  at  Sidmouth,  Seaton,  Teign- 
mouth,  and  Dawlish. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Roach,  chub,  barbel, 
carp,  tench,  and  bream  yesterday  (July  1)  came 
into  season  again  in  the  Lea,  and  should  warm 
weather  be  experienced,  some  good  baskets  of  bream 
are  likely  to  be  made.  Little  sport  is  again  reported 
as  far  as  the  dace  are  concerned,  and  not  a  single 
trout  is  recorded  caught  in  the  public  reaches  of  the 
Lea.  Roach  have,  according  to  my  information, 
proved  shy  feeders  in  the  tributary  Stort.  The 
tributaries  Mimram  and  Beane  are  showing  a  nice 
head  of  water  for  the  time  of  year,  and  on  Monday 
(June  27),  in  the  first-named  stream,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Jackson  landed  a  nice-conditioned  trout  of  21b.  loz. 
and  16^in.  in  length. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Oiise  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing.  The  weeds  have  been  cut  this 
week,  and  some  good  bags  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
taken.  Mr.  Grane  caught  a  splendid  lot  of  chub, 
largest  5f  lb.,  several  others  31b.  and  41b. — A.  Rolph. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  at  summer  level.  Angling 
has  been  tried  on  both  streams,  but  sport  on  the 
whole  has  not  been  good. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is,  of 
course,  low  and  the  weeds  are  very  abundant. 
Weeds  are  never  cut  on  this  stream,  it  not  being  so 
necessary  as  on  the  chalk  streams.  Some  good 
catches  have  lately  been  made,  both  in  the  day  and 
in  the  late  evening.  A  rod  on  the  RoUe  water,  a 
few  days  ago,  took — with  dry  fly — four  brace  of 
good  trout  weighing  51b.,  and  several  specimen  fish 
of  IJlb.  and  over  have  been  killed.  The  fish  are 
now  in  the  pink  of  condition  and  show  grand  sport. 
There  is  a  good  rise  every  evening  from  8  p.m.  to 
10  p  m.,  and  sport  is  certain.  Peal  are  up,  but  no 
large  ones  have  been  taken  as  yet ;  they  have  mostly 
been  of  about  lib.  in  weight. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  now  in  grand 
condition,  and  splendid  sport  is  being  had  here 
among  the  roach  and  bream.  Tench  also  are 
feeding  pretty  freely,  and  some  very  decent  chub 
up  to  BJlb.,  and  plenty  of  them,  taken  by  Mr. 
HoUoway  and   other  gentlemen   visiting  here. — 

A.  SCARD. 

Plymouth. — Rivers  are  very  low,  but  there  are  a 
lot  of  peal  up  in  the  various  pools,  and  they  require 
good  watching  so  as  to  protect  them  from  the 
poachers.  In  the  Dart,  salmon  are  plentiful,  and 
they  are  going  well  up  the  streams.    On  the  Tavy 


peal  are  to  be  seen  in  numbers  in  the  pools  at 
Virtuous  Ladv  Mine  and  the  various  runs  above 
and  below.  We  are  having  a  very  good  season  so 
far. — William  Kearoer. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — Chub  and  other  coarse 
fish  arc  numerous,  and  in  the  absence  of  good  trout 
fishing  anglers  are  contenting  themselves  with 
making  mixed  bags.  Preston  Boats  and  Atcham 
are  among  the  best  and  prettiest  places  within  easy 
reach  of  Shrewsbury,  and  by  casting  a  good-sized 
Palmer  or  Marlow  Buzz  under  the  willows  tolerable  ' 
sport  may  oftentimes  be  obtained  among  the  chub. 
Very  few  rods  have  taken  trout  this  season.  The 
Shropshire  meres  now  afford  splendid  coarse  fish 
angling  to  those  privileged  to  fish  them. — Hai-ken. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llauymy- 
nech). — The  weather  still  continues  of  the  same 
seasonable  description  as  last  week,  and  anglers  are 
busy  following  the  example  of  the  farmers  in  making 
hay  while  the  sun  shines,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  are 
enjoying  good  sport  in  the  Tanat  and  Cain  with 
trout,  and  in  the  Severn  and  Vymwy  with  coarse 
fish,  which  are  generally  found  to  be  in  good  con- 
dition, with  the  exception  of  pike.  It  is  also  too 
early  in  the  season  for  grayling  to  be  in  their  prime, 
which  are  found  to  be  at  their  best  after  a  sharp 
frost,  and  those  captured  at  present  are  in  anything 
but  good  condition. — Vyrnvvy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Water  very  clear  and 
fishing  quiet.  A  large  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  some  fair  catches  of  fish  made,  but  no 
heavy  bags.  Roach  up  to  lib.  12oz.,  bream  up  to 
21b.,  have  been  captured,  but  it  is  too  soon  by  at 
least  a  month  for  this  river.  Gentles  or  white  paste 
are  the  best  baits. — W.  H.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
weather  has  been  fine  and  warm,  excepting  Sunday, 
when  rain  fell  until  the  evening.  On  many  days 
the  wind  has  been  easterly,  and  the  record  a  poor 
one.  Roach  have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse,  but 
are  out  of  condition  and  should  be  returned,  as  in 
some  few  instances  they  have  not  spawned.  The 
canal  at  Chichester  from  Birdham  Bridge  is 
getting  worse  with  tons  of  weeds.  The  run  of  water 
is  slack,  and  numbers  of  dead  fish  of  all 
descriptions  may  be  seen  floating,  many  covered 
with  fungus.  Sport  has  been  had  in  a  few  open 
spots.  Plenty  of  small  fry  has  been  taken,  but 
bream  of  lib.  is  the  largest  notified.  The  Chichester 
harbour  sea  bream  have  been  taken  up  to  f  ib.  at 
Pilsea  Piles.  A  number  of  good  mullet  are  to  be 
found  lower  down,  but  refuse  all  baits,  and  some 
big  bass  are  to  be  fovmd  in  the  upper  water.  Bass 
up  to  31b.  have  been  taken  with  ragworm.— George 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  very  low  and  bright, 

and  fishing  can  only  be  expected  in  the  evening. 
Bass  are  coming  into  the  rivers.  Salmon  very 
scarce.  Lobsters  and  prawns  scarcely  worth  fishing 
for.  I  was  surprised  on  Monday  to  see  the  rivers 
almost  as  low  as  in  the  dry  summer  of  Jubilee  year 
— Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — Water  in 
the  Teifi  is  at  present  (June  27)  rather  low,  so  that 
but  little  fishing  is  done  during  the  heat  of  the  day, 
but  good  baskets  are  being  taken  by  evening  fishing. 
— H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  in  this  district  is 
running  low  and  clear.  Trout  have  been  rising 
fairly  well.  Roach,  grayling,  chub,  perch,  dace, 
and  eels  are  on  the  feed  and  taking  worm  and  fly. 
Grayling  appear  plentiful,  and  there  is  a  prospect 
of  some  good  sport.  Fishing  on  June  25 
four  nice  trout  were  landed  with  worm  near  the 
FoUey.  In  the  water  under  the  Castle  good  roach 
and  chub  were  caught.  On  June  27  and  28  two 
anglers  landed  some  very  nice  trout  with  the  fly. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  weather  is  now  very  fine, 

but  too  bright  for  fishing  during  the  day.  Grayling 
are  inclined  to  sport  better  of  late,  and  prospects 
for  sport  good. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Reports  to  hand  of  the  fishing  during 
the  holidays  are  of  a  varied  character,  but  on  the 
whole  the  sport  has  been  very  fair,  especially  when 
taking  into  account  the  low  state  of  the  streams. 
At  Corbridge  some  very  good  baskets  have  been 
taken,  including  several  large  trout  of  lib.  to  Hlb. 
Some  nice  baskets  have  been  got  on  the  Aln  with 
the  fly — Yellow  Dun  chiefly.  On  Saturday,  at 
Whittledenp,  one  angler  got  seven  nice  trout.  From 
the  Morpeth  district  some  very  good  takes  are 
reported,  mostly  with  fly.  Killing  flies  are  Yellow 
Dun,  Knotted  Midge,  Red  Spinner,  Stone  Midge, 
Oak  Fly,  Black  Gnat,  and  Red  Spider. — Henry  A. 
MuRTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  still  remains  low,  and  the 
bright  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  made  the 
water  very  clear,  which  is  against  the  salmon 
angler.  The  following-are  the  "  kills  "  reported  ; — 
June  22. — Mr.  M.  King,  one,  101b.,  in  the  Voulan  ; 
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Mr.  Sword,  one,  101b.,  in  the  Road  Pool ;  Mr.  J.  T. 
Davies,  one,  101b.,  in  the  Rock  Pool.  June  2.3. — 
Mr.  Sword,  one,  101  b.,  in  the  Raiche.  June  24. — 
Mr.  M.  King,  two,  101b.  and  111b.,  in  the  Signs; 
Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  151b.,  in  the  Rock  Pool. 
June  25. — Mr.  Sword,  two,  101b.  and  12^1b.,  in 
Pencarreg  and  Coedyprior,  Major  Trevor,  two,  131b. 
and  141b.,  in  the  Signs;  Mr.  Russell  Gray,  one,  in 
the  Rock  Pool.  June  27. — Mr.  Sword,  one,  in  the 
Signs.  June  28. — Mr.  Sword,  one,  lO.Vlb.,  in  the 
Bridge  stream;  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  one,  121b.,  in  the 
Rock  Pool.  Fishing  for  trout  with  the  fly  in  the 
evenings,  Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  T. 
Thomas  (Newport)  have  taken  nice  baskets.  The 
river  has  been  netted  by  the  Association  water 
bailiffs  this  week,  when  a  large  number  of  salmon 
were  taken  on  June  28  and  20.  Fishing  in  the 
Wye  last  week,  Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards  landeid  eight 
salmon,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed  25lb. — 
T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyslxire). — These  rivers 
are  becoming  lower  and  clearer  every  day,  and  if 
this  hot  weather  continues  it  is  almost  useless  fish- 
ing in  the  middle  of  the  day,  except  dibbing  or 
dapping  under  the  trees  with  a  bluebottle  fly  or  a 
down-looker.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
Wye  and  also  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent, 
mostly  by  fishing  late  in  the  evening  ;  the  lower 
portion  of  the  latter  river  has  yielded  the  most  and 
best  fish.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland,  fishing  at  Whatstand- 
well  on  June  25,  caught  five  fish  weighing  51b.,  two 
of  the  best  l^lb.  each,  taken  with  Ash  Dun,  and  on 
June  27,  one  brace  taken  near  Matlock  Bridge. 
The  prospect  for  evening  fishing  is  all  right,  but  the 
midday  fishing  there  has  not  much  chance  as  trout 
are  lazy,  being  glutted  with  May  Fly.  Useful  flies: 
Ash  Dun,  Dark  Spinner,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Golden 
Palmer,  Dotterel  Hackle,  General  Black,  and 
Yellow  Dun. — Dotteeel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onae, 
etc.  (Torks). — During  the  week  all  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  have  been  freshened  up  a  little.  J.  Blades 
tells  me  trout  have  risen  very  badly  all  the  season 
in  the  Hawes  Association  water  owing  to  the  cold 
weather,  and  both  the  Stone  Fly  and  the  Green 
Drake  have  been  comparative  failures.  A  few 
fish  have  been  caught  in  the  Lake  Semmer 
waters.  Fair  sport  has  been  met  with  in  the 
districts  of  Masham,  Tanfipld,  and  Ripon.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  freshened  up  a  little  with  the 
local  thunderstorms.  Sport  up  in  the  upper  waters 
has  not  been  good,  but  in  the  Fewston  reservoirs 
has  been  exceptionally  good,  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley 
filling  his  creel  on  June  25,  which  included  twenty- 
four  fine  trout  scaling  181b.  (six  largest  IJlb.  each). 
The  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  have  been  fairly 
well  patronised,  several  baskets  of  roach  weighing 
from  61b.  to  201b.  being  got  daily.  At  Tadcaster, 
Mr.  A.  Richardson  had  nice  sport,  securing^  18lb.  of 
roach  and  dace  (mostly  roach).  On  June  29 
another  angler  had  a  basket  weighing  161b.  An 
angling  competition  was  held  at  Tadcaster  on 
June  26,  eighty-nine  anglers  taking  part.  A 
fine  trout  weighing  nearly  41b.  leaped  into  a  boat 
at  Roundhay  Lake.  Mr.  White  presented  it  to 
Mr.  T.  Foxcroft,  president  of  the  Leeds  Amalgama- 
tion of  Anglers,  who  has  sent  it  to  Cooper's  to  be  set 
up.  Anglers  fishing  in  the  Codbeck,  in  the  Thirsk 
district,  have  been  very  successful.  On  Thursday 
Mr.  Fred  Atkinson  caught  a  fine  trout  weighing  31b. 
The  weather  has  set  in  very  bright,  and  as  long  as 
it  continues  so  the  worm  fished  up  well  in  the 
streams  will  be  good  during  the  day.  The  Beck 
Moths,  Bustards,  Brown  Owl,  Black  Midge,  Knotted 
Midge,  Stone  Midge,  and  Light  Watchet  will  prove 
the  best  lures. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station- street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgfacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— The  lochs  fished  during  past  week  were  Boarlan, 
Cama,  Veyatie,  Urigill,  and  MheaUain.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  best  baskets: — On  June  20,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Adair-Campbell,  sixty-two  trout,  19^1b.  ;  Mr. 
Miles  Vicars,  thirty -six,  10  Jib. ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson, 
twelve,  7lb.,  and  a  ferox,  Sflb.  ;  Col.  Braun,  nine, 
31b. ;  Capt.  Watson,  thirty-seven,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Laing, 
Kelso,  fifty,  141b.  ;  and  Mr.  Roper,  twenty- 
four,  9Jlb.  On  June  21,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson, 
forty,  13Jlb. ;  Mr.  H.  Anderson,  seventy-four,  211b.; 
Col.  Braun,  thirty-three,  1  lib. ;  Messrs.  Vicars  and 
Child,  forty,  141b.;  Mr.  Roper,  twenty,  61b.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Adair-Campbell,  thirty-six,  111b.  On 
June  22,  the  heaviest  basket  was  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stevenson,  with  six  dozen,  221b.  On  June  23,  the 
heaviest  was  again  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson, 
sixty- four,  191b. ;  and  the  next  by  Capt.  Wataon, 
fifty,  191b.  On  June  24,  Mr.  H.  Anderson,  seventy, 
211b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  seventy-six,  241b.  ; 
Mr.  Laing,  thirty-eight,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Roper,  thirty, 
91b.;  Messrs.  Vicars  and  Morrison,  thirty-nine, 
121b.;  Mr.  Child,  forty-four,  131b.;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Adair-Campbell,  ninety,  251b.    On  June  25, 


Messrs.  Child  and  Vicars,  fifty-four,  15ilb. ;  Capt. 
Watson,  fifty-four,  12ilb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adair- 
Campbell,  forty-four,  12Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stevenson,  forty-four,"  121b.  The  total  catch  for 
the  week  was  1514  fish,  4741b. — B. 

Beauly. — A  good  many  fish  have  now  ascended 
the  Falls  at  Kilmorack,  and  successful  angling  can 
be  had  on  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  Wood,  the  tenant 
of  Eskadale,  and  Mr.  Barry,  the  tenant  of  Struy, 
are  expected  to  the  fishing  first  week,  the  latter 
having  landed  one  hundred  and  sixty  excellent  fish 
last  year.  On  the  home  beat  of  the  Castle  waters 
Col.  Kincaid  Smith  was  out  from  the  Lovat  Arms 
Hotel,  and  although  the  weather  was  somewhat 
boisterous  and  not  suited  to  successful  angling  he 
grassed  eight  fish  during  the  week,  three  salmon 
and  five  grilse.  One  of  the  salmon  was  a  beauty  of 
l,5lb.,  the  others  weighing  91b.  and  81b.  respectively. 
A  strong  run  of  grilse  generally  takes  place  in  the 
river  on  or  aboiit  the  last  week  of  June,  large 
shoals  being  seen  together  at  times.  So  far,  how- 
ever, there  has  been  no  such  run.  Netting  is  tried 
on  one  or  two  of  the  pools  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdaysduring  June  and  July,  and  by  the  courtesy 
and  kindness  of  Lord  Lovat  the  local  people  are 
given  the  privilege  of  purchasing  them  at  a  cheap 
rate  during  the  latter  month.  So  far  no  large  takes 
have  been  landed,  although  a  few  were  got  on 
June  22  and  25.  At  present  a  large  staff  of  men 
are  employed  repairing  the  cruives  below  the 
Castle  at  Beaufort,  to  which  tho  floods  of  last  year 
caused  a  good  deal  of  damage. — A.  Ross. 

Border  Eak  and  Liddle. — Herling  have  made 
their  appearance  in  the  Esk.  On  June  25,  Mr. 
Varty  had  a  sea-trout  in  Langholm  water ;  Mr. 
J.  Charlton  caught  a  fine  one  weighing  31b.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Carruthers  had  one  on  Saturday,  June  25,  in 
Murthom  stream;  and  Mr.  A.  Tliompson  landed 
one  above  the  distillery  caul  with  minnow  ;  Mr. 
J.  Beattie  and  Mr.  J.  Barnfathereach  had  one ;  Mr. 
T.  Bell  caught  one  sea-trout,  21b.,  and  six  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  W.  Jackson  one  sea -trout,  l^lb. ;  Mr.  G. 
M.  Little  one  close  on  21b. ;  Mr.  J.  Morrison  caught 
two.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  W.  Ross  had 
two  sea- trout  2 Jib.  each,  and  three  at  Glenfirra;  Mr. 
Le  Cocq,  fishing  in  the  Duke  of  B\iccleuch's  reserved 
water,  had  three,  the  heaviest  3^'lb.,  and  one  of 
IJlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Bell  caught  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  A. 
Johnstone  and  Mr.  W.  McLellan  had  each  a  herling. 
Fishing  in  Liddle  water.  Dr.  Travers  had  eight 
yellow  trout  with  dry  fly,  and  at  another  fishing 
fourteen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Irving,  one  sea-trout 
2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Johnstone,  two  sea-trout,  21b.,  in  the 
lower  readies  ;  while  in  the  same  water  Mr.  J.  Steel 
had  one  2ilb. ;  Mr.  A.  ElUot,  one  IJlb. ;  Mr.  W. 
Murray  had  two  sea-trout,  21b.  each.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle  Mr.  J.  Elliot  and  Mr.  W. 
W^alker  had  each  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  J.  Storey,  a  sea-trout,  2Jlb.,  and  some  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Nelson  has  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  Francis 
had  four  sea-trout  and  thirty-eight  yellow  trout  in 
Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  Jas.  Steel  a  basket  of  yellow 
trout  and  two  sea-trout  in  the  mid-reaches. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  The 

river  is  now  so  lo^  and  weather  so  bright  that  it  is 
hardly  worth  while  fishing.  Since  last  report  the 
following  fish  were  caught :  On  June  22  an  angler 
on.  Mr.  Dyson- Perrins'  rod  landed  three  salmon  of 
111b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  on  Glencalvie  water;  and  Mr. 
F.  T.  Gervers'  rod  two  of  91b.  and  1  lib.  on  Amat 
water;  while  a  6- pounder  was  got  on  Gruinard's 
water  (Colonel  Piatt's  rod).  On  June  23,  Mr.  R. 
MacLeod  had  one  of  91b.  on  Invercharron  water, 
while  Mr.  Gervers'  rod  had  two  of  121b.  and  lOlb. 
on  Amat ;  Mr.  Henderson,  keeper,  Braelangwell, 
had  one  of  11  Jib.  On  June  24,  Amat,  one  of  lOlb., 
and  Glencalvie  one  of  91b.  On  June  25,  Glencalvie 
rod  had  one  of  lOlb. — B. 

Inchuadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland)  .—On  J une  20, 
Mr.  Norman  Webb,  on  Mid  Assynt,  caught  fifteen 
trout,  weighing  71b.;  Messrs.  Rowntree,  on  Let- 
teressa,  twenty-four,  8Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Wilson,  on 
Gruagaich,  nineteen,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Lower 
Inver,  twelve,  111b.;  Capt.  Hutchinson,  on  Lower 
Inver,  twenty-four,  211b.  On  21st,  Mr.  Thomson, 
on  Loch  Awe,  eighteen,  91b. ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Mid 
Assynt,  fourteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Castle  Bay, 
eight,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Wilson,  on  Letteressa,  twenty- 
eight,  91b.  On  22nd,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe, 
forty-two,  16lb. :  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Gruagaich,  one, 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  MiLLKB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depftt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


21b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  on  Letteressa,  nineteen, 
6 Jib. ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Upper  Inver,  sixteen,  I2lb.  ; 
Mr.  Norman  Webb,  on  Inver,  fourteen,  81b.  On 
23rd,  Mr.  A.  Webb,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty- eight, 
111b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  on  Gruagaich,  eight,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twenty,  71b. ;  Messrs. 
Rowntree,  on  Upper  Inver,  twenty-four,  lOlb.  ;  Mr. 
Grotrian,  on  Lower  Inver,  six,  51b.  On  24th,  Mr. 
Thomson,  on  Head  Assynt,  twenty-four,  91b.  ;  Mr. 
S.  Rowntree,  on  Loch  Awe,  fifty,  15Jlb.  On  25th, 
Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty -six,  131b.  ;  Mr. 
Thomson,  on  West  Assynt,  twenty-six,  111b. — W. 
Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth). — For  some  time  the  weather  has 
been  delightful,  but  the  streams  are  running  low 
and  the  bottoms  are  getting  very  dirty,  with  a 
fungoid  growth,  which  will  require  a  flood  to  clean 
them  out.  Many  baskets  have  run  up  to  181b.  on 
the  main  streams,  and  heavier  on  the  hill  burns. 
The  heaviest  trout  was  killed  by  J.  Adam-Craik, 
Alyth,  weight  about  1  Jib.  The  lochs  have  done 
well,  the  best  kill  on  one  day  being  thirty  trout, 
201b.,  on  Auchintaple. — Iasgair. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — During  the  month 
of  June  to  date  (June  25)  good  baskets  of  trout  were 
taken  off  the  various  lochs  by  amongst  others :  Mr. 
Dickinson,  Brighton ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonas,  Cam- 
bridge ;  Rev.  R.  Toronsdale,  Eastbourne ;  Messrs. 
Broadbent  and  Taylor,  Bolton  ;  Mr.  Ure,  Bonny- 
bridge  ;  Mr.  Whittingstall,  London ;  Messrs.  Prockter 
and  Clegg.  Oldham ;  Mr.  Hay,  Sheffield ;  Mr.  Love- 
ridge,  Hull,  etc.  Mr.  Dickinson  had  very  good  sea 
fishing  interspersed  with  fresh-water  work.  Mr. 
Jonas  had  a  &iely  shaped  6Jlb.  ferox  off  Loch  Fewn 
on  June  9,  while  he  had  a  nice  1  Jib.  sea-trout  off  the 
Estuary  on  the  7th.  Mr.  Ure,  trolling  the  Estuary 
on  the  14th,  had  three  nice  sea-trout,  31b.,  1  Jib.,  Jib. 
Mr.  Jonas,  on  the  20th,  had  a  nice  lOJlb.  salmon 
and  a  2Jlb.  grilse  off  Inver.  Mr.  Burgess  had  a 
7i'lb.  ferox  on  24th,  and  on  25th  "  Mac  Nab  "  had 
a  5lb.  grilse.  Waters  now  all  in  good  order. — J. 
Mackenzie. 

Zaoch  Iioveu  (Kinross). — The  weather  continues 
unfavourable.  Master  Ian  Law  had  five  trout,  61b. 
An  angler  from  Glasgow,  three,  61b.  Six  members  of 
the  PoUokshields  Club  had  only  four  trout,  71b.  9oz.  ; 
first,  Mr.  McGugan,  three  trout,  51b.  4oz.  Mr.  G. 
France  was  first  at  the  Kelvinside  Actidemical  Club 
competition  with  one  trout  of  lOoz.  Thirteen 
members  of  the  Edinburgh  Saturday  Angling  Club 
took  fifteen  trout,  161b.  6oz. ;  first,  Mr.  A.  M.  Marr, 
three,  31b.  lloz. ;  second,  Mr.  W.  L.  Thomson, 
two,  31b.  9oz.  ;  for  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  W.  Brims, 
21b.  8oz.  Mr.  R.  Maxwell  secured  first  prize  at  the 
Falkirk  Club  competition  with  four  trout,  41b.  lOoz. 
— Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  June  20,  Mr.  D.  Grant 
killed  a  salmon  of  91b. ;  on  22nd,  Mr.  Tilston,  one 
grilse,  41b.  ;  on  23rd,  Mr.  D.  Grant,  one  salmon,  101b., 
and  on  24th,  one,  101b.,  and  five  trout,  31b. — S. 
Tilston. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairgf,  N.B.).— Loch 
Shin,  with  its  numerous  beats,  and  Lochs  Griam, 
Merkland,  and  Gorm,  have  been  regularly  fished 
with  gratifying  results  : — On  June  20,  Mr.  Dawson, 
seven  trout,  3 Jib.,  heaviest  IJlb. ;  Chancellor  Pres- 
cott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  thirty-three,  141b.  ;  Messrs. 
Glass  and  Macfadgen,  fifty-five,  16Jlb.,  heaviest 
Iflb.,  also  one  ferox,  41  b.  ;  Dr.  Izod,  thirty-four, 
9Jlb. ;  CoL  and  Miss  Dixon,  twenty-six,  SJlb. ; 
Messrs.  Logan  and  L.  H.  Luddington,  twenty-four, 
lOJlb,  ;  Messrs.  Hicks  and  T.  Luddington,  forty- 
four,  151b.  On  June  21,  the  two  best  baskets  were 
Dr.  Izod,  forty-seven  trout,  14Jlb.,  and  Messrs.  Glass 
and  Macfadgen,  forty-seven,  13  Jib.  On  June  22, 
Messrs.  Geddes,  twenty-four,  SJlb.  ;  Col.  and  Miss 
Dixon,  eighteen,  6 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Macfadgen,  fifteen,  51b.  ; 
Dr.  Izod,  twenty,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Dawson,  six,  2Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  T.  Luddington  and  Hicks,  twenty-one,  7  Jib., 
and  a  ferox,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Logan  and  L.  H.  Lud- 
dington, forty-nine,  13Jlb. ;  Chancellor  and  Mr. 
Prescott,  forty-three,  13Jlb.  On  June  23,  the 
heaviest  basket  was  by  Chancellor  and  Mr.  Prescott, 
forty-nine,  161b.,  and  Mr.  Macfadgen,  thirty-five, 
151b.  On  June  24  all  the  anglers  were  out  with 
the  addition  of  Mr.  Lewes  and  Mr.  Summers.  On 
June  25  sixteen  rods  were  out. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
On  June  18  Dr.  Hutcheson,  on  Loch  Clashfern, 
thirty-four  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellowes,  on 
Loch  Beallach  Eilean,  twenty-three,  61b.  ;  on 
June  20,  Dr.  Hutcheson,  on  Loch  Clashfern,  sixty, 
131b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellowes,  on  Loch  Beallach,  a 
basket  of  forty ;  and  Dr.  Hutcheson,  on  Hill  Lochs, 
four,  3Jlb.  On  June  21  the  last-named,  on  Loch 
Gorm,  nine,  SJlb. ;  Dr.  Hutcheson,  on  Clar  Loch, 
thirteen,  81b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellowes,  on 
Clashfern,  17lb.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  in  the  Border 
rivers  has  shown  no  improvement  over  the  poor 
sport  recorded  last  week.    Fine  weather  appears  to 
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have  set  in  now.  an, I  tli  i  first  of  tin  herliiig  should 
shortly  Ijegin  to  run.  thoufjh  thfsr*  aro  sjldom 
plentiful  before  July  20.  Night  fiihing  hai  now 
commeactd,  but  httle  is  doing  this  week.  In  the 
Annan  on  .June  2.5  Capt.  Thorburn,  Brydekirk, 
killed  three  sea-trout  of  lib.,  I  jlb,,  and  l^lb.  in 
the  Mount  Annan  portion.  They  were  taken 
with  the  clear-water  worm  on  Stewart  tackle. 
Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  (Andrew  Bell)  has  had  a 
fair  number  of  sea-trout  during  the  past  fortnight, 
in  this  portion,  and  Mr.  Dewar,  the  gardener  at 
Newpark,  has  also  had  two  or  tliree.  In  the  Din- 
woodie  portion  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Jardine,  and 
open  to  visitors  for  a  small  fee,  Mr.  Peter  Thorburn 
caught  (Wednesday,  June  29)  two  sea-trout  and  a 
basket  of  thirty  yellow  trout,  a'l  with  fly.  In  the 
Wamphray  district  Mr.  Richardson  took  one  sea- 
trout  of  l^lh.  and  a  few  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Ramsey, 
one  sea-trout  of  21b.  and  a  dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr. 
MacDougall,  one  sea- trout  of  lilh.  In  the  Castle- 
milk  portionMr.  John  Rae  has  had  several  sea-trout, 
and  anglers  in  the  Hoddom  Castle  portion  are  also 
getting  o  dd  sea-  trout  with  the  evenin  g  fly.  One  or  two 
sea-trout  havealso  been  caught  in  the  Murraythwaite 
water  Sport  on  the  Dumfries  Nith  has  also  been  of  a 
very  quiet  nature.  A  fair  head  of  sea-trout  appear 
to  have  been  in  the  higher  parts,  and  odd  ones  are 
being  caught  with  the  night  fly.  July  is  looked 
forward  to  by  the  lessees  as  the  best  month  for  the 
grilse  migration  in  the  Firth.  The  Galioway 
Ri\t:rs  and  Lochs. — Sport  has  been  better 
on  the  lochs  of  the  Stewartry,  and  a  number  of 
visitors  have  had  fair  creels  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
Carsphairn  and  Dairy  district.  Little  or  nothing  is 
doing  on  the  rivers  this  week.  In  the  course  of 
another  fortnight  sport  is  expected  to  be  better. 
Aykshire  Risers  and  Lochs. — Some  fairly  good 
creels  of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken  on  Loch 
Doon  of  Dalmellington  with  fly.  Mr.  A.  Patterson, 
fishing  tliis  loch  on  June  24,  25,  and  27,  had  eighty- 
seven  yellow  trout  and  a  small  salmon.  Messrs. 
Dunlop  and  Soramerville,  out  in  the  Eglinton  Hotel 
boat,  caught  sixty  yellow  trout  on  June  22.  Sport 
is  disappointing  on  the  rivers  during  tho  daytimo, 
but  a  number  of  rods  fishing  through  the  night  are 
said  to  have  had  good  catches  with  fly  and  worm. 
— Heathekbell. 

Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.).— On 
June  20,  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  one  ferox, 
IJlb. ;  Capt.  Roope  and  Mr.  Russell,  on  Loch  Shin, 
twelve  trout,  averaging  |lb.  each.  On  June  21,  Mr. 
Copeland,  thirteen  trout,  4}lb. ;  Mr.  Connacher,  on 
Loch  Beannach,  nineteen,  13.[-lb.  ;  Mr.  Sparrow  and 
Miss  Sparrow,  on  Shinness  Bay,  twenty-two  trout, 
9^1b. ;  Mr.  Wallace,  on  River  Shin,  one  salmon,  10|!b. 
On  June  22,  Mr. Connacher,  on  Shin,  seventeen  trout, 
61b.  On  June  23,  Capt.  Roope  and  Mr.  Russell,  on 
Fuarloch,  fourteen  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Connacher,  on 
Loch  Cracail,  twenty-seven  trout,  141b., or  an  average 
of  over  pb.  each ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Sparrow,  on  Loch 
Beannach,  six  trout,  5  Jib.,  an  average  of  almost  lib. 
Prospects  of  sport  very  good. — B 

Tongue  Hotel. — On  June  13,  Mrs.  Jameson  and 
Mr.  Caimes,  on  Loch  Slam,  fifteen  trout,  61b.  On 
the  14th,  Mr.  Cairnes,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twenty-two 
trout,  8 Jib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jameson,  on  Loch  Slam, 
one  salmon,  101b.,  and  ten  trout,  .51b.  On  the  15th, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker,  on  Loch  Slam,  one  salmon, 
91b.,  and  six  trout,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jameson, 
on  Loch-na-hacoD,  twenty-seven  trout,  lljlb.  On 
the  17th,  Mr.  Bennett,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven 
trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Jameson,  on  Loch  Slam,  one 
salmon,  6 Jib.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker, 
on  Loch  Slam,  four  trout,  21b.,  and  one  grilse,  21b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jameson,  on  Loch  Craggie,  nineteen 
trout,  91b.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Bennett,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  fourteen  trout,  Gib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker, 
on  Loch  Craggie,  sixteen  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jameson,  on  Loch  Crocach,  nine  trout,  9|lb.  On 
the  21st,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
fifteen  trout,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jameson,  on  Loch 
Slam,  eighteen  trout,  71b.  On  the  22nd,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barker,  on  Loch  Crocach,  five  trout,  4Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Bennett,  on  L)ch  Slam,  thirteen  trout,  51b.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jameson,  on  Loch  Craggie,  fifteen 
trout,  101b.  On  the  23r.l,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker,  on 
Loch  Loyal,  twelve  trout,  4JlVj.  ;  Mr.  Bennett,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  seven  trout,  31b.  On  the  24th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barker,  on  Loch  Slam,  eight  trout,  3Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Bennett,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  eight  trout,  4Jlb. 
On  the  25th,  Mr.  .Jameson,  on  the  Borgie  river,  one 
salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
fourteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Bennett,  on  Loch  Crocach, 
six  trout,  31b.  Weather  still  unfavourable. — M. 
Macinnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway). — Rather  un- 
favourable weather  for  fishing  with  northerly  winds 
and  bright  .sunshine,  except  Thursday  and  Friday, 
June  23  and  24,  which  threatened  rain.  Mr.  A.  V. 
Willcox  and  Mr.  M.  Campbell  secured  two  spring 
fish,  12  Jib.  and  141b  ,  one  summer  fish  15  Jib.,  and 


six  grilse,  Sib.,  71!).,  (Jib.,  (lib.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  and  "ni 
sea-trout;  Oon<>ral  IVrest'ord,  one  sp.ing  fish  !Ub., 
e'.oven  grilse,  71b.,  71b.,  (Jib.,  (j.Jlb.,  51b.,  41b.,  41b  , 
(ilb.,  51b  ,  Olb.i  51b.,  making  a  total  of  three  spring 
fish  (39Jlb.),  onesuramerfish  ( 15  Jib.),  and  seventeen 
grilse  (ItHjlb.),  and  one  sea-trout. — -Jock  Scott. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — Drying  winds  and  bright  sun- 
shine prevailed  through  the  week,  and  tljis  river 
that  was  previously  very  low  was  further  reduced, 
but  it  is  yet  in  order,  and  sport  continues  to  be 
obtained  on  all  the  stretches.  Pike  have  taken 
possession  of  all  the  pools  from  Lough  Neagh  to  the 
braoldsh  water  at  Coleraino,  and  trout  dre  for  the 
most  part  to  be  found  on  the  shallows,  where  they 
are  not  followed  by  these  cannibals.  A  large  run  of 
salmon  came  in  from  the  sea  on  Juno  2(!,  but  the 
greater  part  had  to  remain  on  the  lower  reach,  as 
there  was  not  enough  water  to  take  them  over 
the  weir  at  Caronroe.  Mr.  A.  Meenan  caught 
thirty-two  trout,  381b.,  in  four  evenings;  Mr. 
George  sixteen,  14 Jib.  ;  Mr.  B.  Meenan,  sixteen 
pike,  401b.;  Mr.  J.  Wallace  sixty,  1201b.  (largest 
81b.)  ;  and  Mr.  Cristie  three  trout,  4 Jib.,  on  the 
Portglenone  stretch ;  Mr.  H.  Diamond,  ten  trout, 
8 Jib. ;  Mr.  H.  Coates,  five  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Wright, 
who  is  staying  at  the  Mercer's  Hotel,  one  salmon, 
141b.,  and  fifty  pike,  1001b.;  Mr.  Ardill,  281b.  and 
121b.,  and  one  grilse,  5 Jib.,  on  the  Kilrea  section. 
Mr.  Andrews,  one  salmon,  13Jlb. ;  Dr.  Smyth,  six 
salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from  51b.  to  17Jlb. ; 
Mr.  O.  Roank  Dicky,  three,  61b.,  Olb.,  and  141b. ; 
Mr.  F.  Hutchinson,  five,  from  4Jlb.  to  121b. ;  Major 
Head,  twelve,  from  4Ib.  to  15Ib.  ;  and  Major 
McCorkel,  ten,  from  41b.  to  121b.,  on  the  Caronroe 
reach. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  At  Stoneyford  some 
decent  trout  were  killed,  but  very  little  was  done  at 
Woodburn  and  Marshallstown.  The  best  fish  taken 
yet  weighed  31b.  5oz.,  Mr.  Reggie  Brock  being  the 
captor.  On  the  Glenavy  last  week  Mr.  R.  M'Cord 
killed  nine  fish,  heaviest  fib.,  and  on  the  Logan 
bait  fishers  working  the  deep  pools  secured  some 
trout.  There  are  plenty  of  sea-trout  in  Belfast 
lough. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good 
at  brown  trout,  and  sea-trout  are  commencing  to 
furnish  sport.  On  one  day  last  week  a  gentleman, 
out  from  the  Southern  Hotel,  caught  two  dozen 
brown  trout  and  two  sea-trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Brne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — During 
the  past  week,  Mr.  Peart  landed  three  salmon  of 
81b.,  91b.,  and  7lb. ;  Mr.  T.  M.Pike,  six,  141b.,  131b., 
71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  51b.  ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson,  six, 
,231b.,  201b.,  19Jlb.,  l(51b.,  121b.,  and  81b.;  Sir  H. 
B.  Robertson,  eight,  171b.,  161b.,  71b.,  191b.,  61b., 
91b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  three, 
171b.,  101b.,  and  71b.  Weather  is  fine,  and  river 
very  low.  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  and  other  anglers  took 
some  fair-sized  trout  during  the  past  week  in  the 
late  evenings. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  River.— Angling  on  the  river  has  again 
been  good.  The  following  is  the  catch  for  the  week: 
— On  June  22,  Mr.  Waldo  killed  three  salmon,  171b. ; 
Mr.  Dixon,  nine,  551b. ;  Mr.  Herring,  nine,  481b. ; 
Capt.  Steward,  ten,  50Jlb.  ;  Mr.  O'Neill  Power,  two, 
11  Jib.  On  June  23,  Mr.  Herring,  six,  30Jlb.  ;  Capt. 
Steward,  four,  191b. ;  Mr.  Waldo,  five,  35.Ub.  Capt. 
MacGowan,  three,  141b.;  Mr.  Boland,  two,  lUb. 
On  June  24,  Mr.  Herring,  four,  16 Jib. ;  Mr.  Waldo, 
five,  201b.  ;  Capt.  Steward,  six,  29Jlb. ;  Capt.  Mac- 
Gowan, nine,  40Jlb.  On  .June  25,  Mr.  Waldo,  two, 
111b. ;  Mr.  Herring,  six,  391b.  ;  Capt.  Steward,  seven, 
341b.  ;  Capt.  MacGowan,  six,  321b.  On  June  27, 
Mr.  Waldo,  nine,  68Jlb. ;  Capt.  Steward,  nineteen, 
1021b. ;  Capt.  MacGowan,  nineteen,  92Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Herring,  fourteen,  68  Jib. ;  Mr.  Milne,  one,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Hallett,  one,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Twentyman,  nine,  551b. 
On  June  28,  Mr.  Herring,  five,  31Jlb. ;  Capt.  Steward, 
five,  271b.;  Capt.  MacGowan,  six,  23Jlb.— W.  N. 
Milne. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — Fishing  from 
the  above  hotel  the  following  catches  have  been 
had: — On  June  20,  Mr.  Hurst,  seven  fish,  111b.; 
Col.  Caufield,  six,  91b.  On  21st,  Mr.  Hurst,  seven, 
12Jlb.  ;  Col.  Caufield,  one  salmon,  71b.,  and  five 
trout,  6  Jib. ;  Mr.  A.  R.  Roles  and  friend,  one  salmon, 
5  Jib.,  and  seven  trout,  101b.  ■  On  22nd,  Col.  Caufield 
a  nice  bag  of  81b. ;  Mr.  Hurst,  five  nice  fish,  1  lib. ; 
Mr.  Roles,  etc.,  nine  fish,  121b.  On  23rd,  Col.  Smith 
and  Major  Pur  don,  nine  fish,  101b.  ;  Mr.  A.  R.  Roles, 
four  trout,  8lb.,  and  one  salmon,  71b.  On  24th,  Col. 
Smith  and  Major  Purdon,  a  nice  bag,  largest,  3ilb. 
On  25th,  the  same  gentlemen,  six  trout,  51b.  ;  this 
day  was  very  bright  and  no  wind. — Naughton. 

Lough  Cnrraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sea-trout  continue  to  arrive  freely,  but  sport  has 
not  been  good.  The  takes  of  sea-trout  on  Lough 
Currane  averaged  about  two  fish  daily  to  each  rod. 
The  fish  averaged  21b.  in  weight.  On  the  upper 
lakes  sport  has  been  good  at  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur).  —  Fisliing  in  this 
water  from  Kilbride  Lodge  continues  good.  On 
June  20,  Mr.  J.  E.  Cock  burn  killed  three  trout  of 


1  ^Ih.  eai-h  on  the  fly ;  on  2 1st,  five  trout,  one  of  Olb. 
on  troll,  four  on  fly,  averaging  lib.  each  ;  on  22nd, 
two  pike,  61b.  and  31b.;  on  23rd,  one  pike,  131b,; 
on  l'4th.  two  trout,  91b.  and  21b.  ;  on  25tli,  three 
trout,  33jlb.,  one  of  Kilb.,  one  of  lO^lb.,  and  one  of 
71b.  The  16  and  lOJ  pounders  were  sent  for  pre- 
servation to  F.  J.  Williams,  10,  Great  Queen-street, 
London,  W.C.  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth,  on  June  20,  caught 
twelve  trout  on  fly,  ranging  from  lib.  to  l^lb. ;  on 
21st,  three  trout,  heaviest  I  Jlb.  ;  on  24th,  three 
trout;  on  25th,  four  trout,  8 Jib.,  4lb.,  2-,'lb.,  IJlb. 
Mr.  .J.  A.  Hardy,  on  .Juno  20,  six  trout,  ranging 
from  lib.  to  2  Jib.  ;  on  2 1st,  one  trout,  81b.  ;  on  22nd, 
one  trout  of  51b.,  and  a  pike  of  Olb.  ;  on  23rd,  three 
trout,  heaviest  IJlb.  Mr.  G.  Westrup,  on  June  20, 
seven  trout,  averaging  lib.  each  ;  on  21st,  two  trout ; 
on  23rd,  one  trout,  13Jlb.  ;  on  24th,  three  trout, 
5Jlb.,  51b„  4Jlb.  ;  on  25th,  pike,  71b.  Mr.  R.  Ryner 
had  a  few  nice  trout  on  tho  fly  up  to  2.[lb.  ;  on 
Juno  24,  one  of  2Jlb.,  and  a  pike  of  101b. ;  on  25th, 
one  pike,  41b.  Weather  fine  and  mild  when  writing. 
— Pat  Summerville. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Fishing 
continues  good.  Dr.  DennLson,  on  June  22,  on  Corrib 
got  twelve  trout,  four  weighing  81b.,  the  remainder 
ranging  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  Other  anglers,  including 
Messrs.  Tyrell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koosan,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grub,  Miss  Tall,  and  Mr.  O'Hagan,  have  been 
making  good  baskets  daily.  The  May  Fly  is  now 
practically  gone,  but  the  Harry  Long-legs  is 
oeginning  to  take  its  place,  and  good  sport,  par- 
ticularly arnongst  the  larger  trout,  is  always  pot  on 
this  effective  lure.  The  artificial  fly  always  does 
well  in  July,  and  anglers  wishing  to  get  a  few  big 
trout  could  not  do  better  than  try  their  luck  during 
this  month  trolling. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — Trouting  has  been  good 
generally.  Mr.  P.  ConoUy  took  a  grilse  of  61b.  on 
June  24,  and  Mr.  A.  Ward  one  of  5Jlb.  On  June  27 
several  trout  {Salmo  ferox)  weighing  from  21b.  to 
6Jlb.  were  caught  by  different  anglers  (trolling)  on 
ihe  lake. — M  Rogan  and  Son.s. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
Angling  is  almost  suspended  owing  to  the  low  state 
of  the  water.  Up  to  date,  seven  or  eight  salmon 
have  been  killed.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
deep  reaches  below  Sion  Weir.  Trouting  on  the 
tributaries  is  very  indifferent. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Foxford). — Fishing  on  the  river  here  during 
last  week  has  been  very  good.  Mr.  R.  W.  Mills 
had  three  salmon,  141b.,  121b.,  and  101b.,  and  eight 
grilse  averaging  61b.  each  ;  Mr.  Frank  C.  Scargill, 
one  springer,  121b.,  and  six  grilse,  average  61b.; 
Mr.  T.  W.  Hanner,  five  grilse,  average  61b.;  Mr. 
W.  A.  Condutt,  one  grilse,  5lb.  ;  Dr.  Brayne,  one 
grilse,  51b. — P.  J.  Coghlan. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Balliua,  co. 
Mayo). — The  big  run  of  grilse  are  now  in  the  river, 
but  taking  the  fly  badly  owing  to  the  rain  over- 
head. Judge  Bateman,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Digby  Legard,  two  grilse,  4Jlb.  and  6Jlb. ;  Dr. 
Smith,  one  grilse,  lib. ;  Mr.  Cayley,  one  grilse, 
5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Perry,  eight  grilse,  43lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Garvey, 
one  grilse,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Dawson,  seven  grilse,  341b, 
Sea-trout  anglers  are  getting  daily  from  one  dozen 
to  two  and  a  half  dozen.  Some  nice  trout  were  got 
on  the  loughs,  also  several  jack,  largest  221b. — Pat 
Heaenes. 

Shannon  (Castleconuell). — Weather  still  cool 
and  dry.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  nine 
peal,  2Jlb.,  51b.,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  31b.,  61b.,  4ilb.,  iHlh., 
41b.  ;  on  the  same  fishery,  Mr.  S.  C,  Vansittart  killed 
five  peal,  61b.,  41b.,  21b.,  51b.,  41b.  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Coppinger  killed  seven  peal,  41b.,  5ilb., 
5{lb.,  51b.,  41b.,  3Jlb.,  3JIb.  On  the  Castle  fishery. 
Mrs.  Ingham  killed  two  salmon,  12;JIb.,  9ilb.,  and 
four  peal,  2Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  3Jlb..  3Jlb.  On  Woodlands, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  two  peal,  3  Jib.,  6 Jib.,  and 
one  salmon,  81b. — J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar). — 
Some  very  good  trout  have  been  taken  on  Lough 
Ennell  recently  with  the  large  brown  coloured  Sedge 
Fly  locally  called  "The  Murrough."  It  is  a  very 
killing  dap  in  the  afternoon  and  up  to  dark,  if  one 
has  breeze  enough  to  carry  it  to  a  sufficient  distance 
from  the  boat.  Several  large  trout  have  also  been 
taken  on  Lough  Owel  by  trolling  baits,  that  is, 
small  perch,  rudd,  or  trout  sprats,  and  a  good  many 
pike  have  also  been  captured,  though  none  of  any 
note  as  to  size  and  weight.  A  fine  rainbow  trout, 
weighing  over  3Jlb.,  was  taken  in  the  former  lake 
during  the  past  week.  Once  the  trout  get  satiated 
with  the  peich  fry,  and  the  Daddy  Longlegs 
become  plentiful,  there  will  be  every  likelihood  of 
good  sport. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton.— With  the  exception  of  one  rough 
day  (J  uiie  25)  the  weather  has  been  very  favourable 
for  boat  angling  during  the  past  week.  Mackerel 
continue  to  "school"  close  in  shore,  and  several 
boat    anglers    have    made    catches    by  railing, 
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which,  by  the  way,  they  seldom  do  off  Brighton. 
The  longshore  seine  netsmen  are  off  daily.  Anglers 
are  begining  to  try  for  bass  off  the  groynes,  but  it 
is  rather  early  for  them.  Small  silver  whiting, 
pout,  conger,  etc.,  are  being  taken,  also  a  few 
bream,  but  they  run  smaller,  and  not  nearly  bo 
plentiful  as  they  were  a  fortnight  ago. — H. 

Deal. — The  weather  is  all  that  one  desires  for 
holiday-keeping  and  the  water  in  decent  condition, 
and  several  takes  of  fish  have  been  landed  from  the 
bay,  but  running  rather  small.  Mr.  Stephen  Phillips 
and  friend  had  decent  sport  with  whiting,  plaice, 
dabs,  and  dogfish,  but  none  very  large.  Mr.  Dan 
Jarvis  and  his  son,  fishing  close  to  North  Deal  shore, 
hooked  and  landed  thirty-six  plaice  and  dabs,  and 
some  of  these  were  decent  fish.  The  time  has  come 
when  mackerel  should  be  taken  by  railing,  and 
should  any  gentleman  wish  to  try  this  kind  of  sport, 
the  tides  willsuit  well  this  week-end  and  partof  next. 
I  advise  anyone  coming  to  try  mackerel-fishing  to 
bring  railing  lines,  leads,  etc.,  down  with  them. — 
Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

 (the  Pier). — Pier  anglers  have  recently  been 

busy  among  the  pouting,  but  choicer  varieties 
of  fish  are  more  than  usually  scarce.  Mr.  S. 
Baker's  catch  on  June  22  included  a  fine  skate 
of  8Jlb.,  and  Mrs.  Clapp.'on 'June  27,  captured  the 
l)e3t  fish  of  the  day — a  well-baited  codling.  A  few 
nurse-dogs  have  daily  rewarded  the  efforts  of  those 
anglers  who  baited  with  mackerel,  and  a  few  plaice 
and  dabs  have  been  daily  in  evidence.  Mr.  T. 
Sexton  and  Mr.  Philp  have  several  times  essayed 
pollack  fishing  with  artificial  baits  of  various  kinds, 
ragworma  being  most  difficult  to  obtain,  but  their 
united  efforts  only  resulted  in  landing  one  small 
specimen.  The  water  is  at  present  in  splendid 
colour,  and  the  wind  blowing  gently  from  the  north- 
east.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  are  having 
excellent  sport  both  inside  and  outside  the  harbour. 
Large  pollack  are  very  plentiful  in  the  bay,  and 
catches  vary  from  ten  to  twenty  fish  per  boat. 
Bass,  mackerel,  pollack,  and  salmon  peal  are  afford- 
ing good  sport  in  the^harbour.  There  are  a  number 
of  yachts  here,  and  with  the  daily  arrival  of  summer 
visitors  the  place  is  becoming  very  lively. — H. 

Heme  Baj. — Plenty  of  school  bass  are  feeding 
round  the  pier,  but  they  are  shv  feeders.  On  Friday, 
June  24,  Mr.  Edwards  landed  one  weighing  S^lb., 
and  several  h  ive  been  caught  over  21b.  The  fresh 
water  fishing  at  Grove  Ferry  has  started  well,  and 
there  are  some  very  fine  roach  to  be  caught,  one 
having  been  hooked  weighing  lib.  6oz.,  and  another 
angler  secured  eight  weighing  71b. — J.  C.  Gripper. 

Penzance. — Very  fine  weather  all  the  week,  and 
sport,  on  the  whole,  fair.  Messrs.  W.  and  T. 
Richards,  two  keen 'amateurs,  had,  on  Wednesday 
night,  on  Gadda  Madron,  eight  pollack,  average 
101b.,  one  cod,  251b.,"  one  crawfish,  twenty  bream, 
two  pouting,  and  two  congers :  total  weight  of 
catch,  1771b.  Mr. 'Jubb  this  week  had  four  catches, 
twenty-six  pollack,  three  ling,  twenty-four  pouting, 
seven  conger,  forty-three  bream,  one  whiting,  sixty- 
three  mackerel,  one  dogfish.  Whiffing  for  pollack, 
sport  light.  Rod  fishing  at  Newlyn,  a  large  number 
of  anglers  there  every  evening :  fair  catches  of  mullet, 
bass,  and  bream. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth, — The  weather  is  all  that  can  be 
desired,  very  fine,  a  gentle  breeze,  just  enough  to 
temper  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  plenty  of  all  kinds 
of  fish.  Bass  in  numbers  everywhere,  and  very 
large  ones,  especially  at  the  Yealm,  just  outside  the 
Bar.  Pollack  are  also  very  plentiful  in  the  Sound 
and  outside,  the  biggest  fish  of  course  being  taken 
outside.  Mr.  Walton  had,  in  three  days,  lOcwt. 
25lb.,  only  fishing  a  few  hours  each  day,  and  all 
taken  on  rods — this  is  sport  if  you  like.  I  have  just 
received  the  particulars  of  the  Committee  Cup  Com- 
petition of  the  B.S.A.S.,  and  have  told  him  to  go  in 
for  it.  Mackerel  are  thick  as  bees  all  over  the  Sound. 
Boats  coming  in  with  good  catches. — William 
Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsgate. — With  the  better  weather  fishing  has 
improved.  The  boats  have  had  fair  takes  of  flat- 
fish and  pouting,  with  a  few  codling.  June  23,  Mr. 
Laker,  fishing  fiom  the  West  Pier,  landed  a  nice 
sole  of  ipb.,  and  on  the  same  day  a  visiting  angler 
had  one  of  about  Jib.  Two  or  three  bass  have  been 
taken  from  the  Iron  Pier  and  the  Marina.  The 
weather  seems  settled,  and  the  week-end  prospects 
are  favourable. — Grey  Mullett. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — During  the  past  fortnight 
the  bay  has  been  a  warming  with  mackerel.  Twenty 
thousand  were  sold  here  on  one  day  in  different 
lots,  and  the  best  price  obtainable  was  Is.  per  120. 
There  are  millions  of  bass  near  the  Start.  Pollack 
and  whiting  are  also  very  plentiful. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  during  the  past  week 
has  been  all  in  favour  of  fishing,  especially  for 
boats.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  more  bass  being 
caught  at  Ferry  Bridge.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bowles  tried 
there  on  June  20,  but  drew  a  blank.  Mr.  Krenkel, 
un.  (B.S.A.S.),  fishing  with  Mr.  Long  and  Mr.  W. 


Moggeridge  (W.A.A.),  took  on  June  23  eighty-five 
dogfish,  two  skate,  twenty-two  silver  wh,iting, 
sixteen  pouting,  and  one  plaice.  They  were  fishing 
from  a  boat  near  the  breakwater.  On  June  27  Mr. 
W.  Moggeridge  and  friend  caught  thirteen  dozen 
pouting,  five  pollack,  and  two  congers  off  the 
breakwater,  and  Mr.  Russell,  sen.,  and  myself  took 
between  four  and  five  dozen  pouting  and  pollack. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  to  be  caught  near  the  rocks, 
but  they  rvin  rather  small.  Our  annual  sea  angling 
festival  takes  place  during  the  early  part  of 
September,  particulars  of  which  will  be  announced 
later.  Medals  will  be  given  by  the  B.S.A.S.,  to 
which  society  the  W.A.A.  are  affiliated.  Any 
anglers  wishing  to  compete  should  lose  no  time  in 
joining  the  W.A.A. — secretary's  address,  90,  St. 
Mary-street,  who  will  be  pleased  to  give  all  in- 
formation.— Chas.  J.  Ru.s.sGLL  (hon.  sec.  W.A.A.). 


Ilssociafions,  etc. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Mr.  Boyton  occupied  the  chair  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Linfoot  on  Wednesday  last,  when  the  series  of 
sporting  sea  fish  again  received  the  attention  of  the 
meeting.    This  time  the  mackerel  and  the  sea- bream 
were  dealt  with,  the  trays  being  occupied  by  speci- 
mens, adding  point  to  Mr.  Edgar  Hyde's  description. 
Of  cour.-o  both  kinds  were  so  familiar  to  members 
present  that  Mr.  Hyde  mercifully  refrained  from 
giving  them   in  full,   but  succeeded  in  placing 
before  the  members  information,   good  and  yet 
not  stale.     The  fine  lines  of  the  mackerel  con- 
ducing to   its    great    speed    through   the  water 
were  dwelt    upon,    showing  as   they  did  great 
resemblance  to  those  of  the  Whitehead  torpedo 
and  many  of  our  finest  catchers.    As  an  eminently 
predaceous  fish  he  remarked  upon  the  need  of  power 
to  pounce  upon  its  prey.    Its  movements  in  shoals 
were  described,  and  a  hope  expressed  that  our  new 
Biological  Department  would  be  able  ere  long  to  tell 
us  where  the  shoals  disappeared  to  and  what  they 
then  did.    The  various  modes  of  angling  for  them, 
description  of  rods,  tackle,  and  bait,  well  illustrated, 
were  gone  into,  and  the  great  importance  of  getting 
and  keeping  the  bait  to  the  level  the  fish  were 
swimming  at  dwelt  upon.     The  eea-bream  was 
described  as  a  dweller  in  deep  water,  but  in  search 
of  food  frequently  coming  into  shallow  water  with 
rocky  bottom,  then  frequently  caught  off  piers  and 
rocks  close  in.    It  is  a  fish  that  mostly  feeds  in  the 
dark  ;  in  the  daytime  it  is  remarkably  discriminative 
of  tackle  and  bait,  and  must  be  artfully  angled  for 
then.  It  is  agoodfightingfish,  and  affords  muchsport.* 
Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  had  found  good  sport  in  Cornwall 
with  the  bream,  as  it  was  a  very  plucky  fish ;  of 
taking  mackerel  he  soon  tired.    Mr.  Mallett  urged 
the  great  importance  of  using  small  hooks  and  long 
traces  for  bream,  especially  in  shallow  waters,  as  at 
Southwick.     Mr.  Parker  recommended  railing  for 
mackerel  on  your  way  to  and  from  your  grounds  as 
being  very  amusing ;  he  used  the  smallest  hooks  he 
could  get,  a  smelt  hook  was  quite  big  enough. 
Mr.  Mallett  dealt  strongly  upon  the  need  of  finding 
right  depths,  especially  for  mackerel.  Mr.  T.  Tucker, 
jun.,  had  much  sport  in  Cornwall  last  year  in  day- 
light and  at  dark,  and  found  the  bream  a  deter- 
mined fighter.    The  discussion  was  continued  by 
other  members.    The  secretary,  Mr.  Pickup,  called 
attention  to  the  good  sport  obtainable  by  using 
flies  when  the  mackerel  were  on  the  surface  and  the 
boat   simply    drifting.    He    also    reminded  the 
members  that  the  competition  for  the  committee's 
cup  and  prizes  for  sporting  fish  commenced  on 
July  1,   and  that  a  week's  notice  of  intention 
to  fish  was  requisite.    Reports  from  agents  and 
members  were  gone   through.     More  immature 
flatfish  were  produced  by  Mr.  Tucker  and  "alluded 
to"  by  "Dragnet,"  who  declared  his  were  too 
smaU  to  produce.    The  usual  votes  of  thanks  to 
lecturer  and  chairman  were  passed,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned  to  next  Wednesday  at  eight,  when  Mr. 
Colquhoun   Kemp   undertook   to   bring  forward 
his  views  upon  ttie  "Objects  of  First  Aid"  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  formation  of  a  class  under 
ambulance  teaching. — H.  P. 

City  or  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  presided  on  Tuesday  evening. 
Fishing  reports  were  very  numerous,  but  most  of 
the  catches  were  small.  The  chairman  (fishing  at 
Bournemouth)  in  four  outings  had  two  hundred  or 
more  good  fish,  whiting,  sea-bream,  sea-perch,  dabs, 
and  plaice,  the  latter  up  to  21b.  ;  also  fishing  at 
Fordingbridge  took  several  fine  roach  up  to 
l^lh.,  besides  dace.  Mr.  Warne  (at  Windsor),  five 
barbel  up  to  3ilb.,  fourteen  chub  up  to  2Jlb.,  besides 
other  fish.  At  Wraysbury,  best  catches  were,  Mr. 
F.  .Tames,  four  fine  roach  (winning  special  prize 
given  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Lee),  Mr.  Frost  also  taking  two 
very  good  fish  a  few  days  later.  Mr.  Hollands, 
fishing  for  nine  hours  only  at  Hastings,  had,  in  three 
separate  outings,  taken  altogether  a  total  of  266 


good  flatfish,  all  on  single  gut  tackle.  Presentations 
to  the  society  were  made  by  the  following: — Mr. 
Crumplen,  original  coloured  design  for  postcard ; 
Mr.  Dryden,  two  books  ;  Mr.  Hurren,  a  book ;  and 
from  Messrs.  Higgs,  Isaacs,  Parker,  and  Lee,  various 
albums,  that  presented  by  Mr.  Lee,  a  "  monster," 
for  scraps  of  large  size.  In  each  case  the  donor 
received  the  hearty  thi  iks  of  the  society  for  the 
gift. 

Outinq  and  "Supper  al  Wraysbury  {on  June  25). 
The  outing  to  Wraysbury  on  Saturday  last  was  a 
great  success,  many  members  participating.  At 
the  supper,  which  took  place  at  the  Old  Five  Bells, 
Horton,  later  on  in  the  evening,  Mr,  Bentley  pre- 
sided, Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  taking  the  vice-chair. 
An  old-fashioned  and  very  substantial  supper  was 
served  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  by  Mr.  A. 
Ives,  proprietor  of  the  inn,  whose  catering  left 
nothing  to  be  desired.  A  very  pleasant  evening — 
with  but  few  toasts,  '  C.L.P.S."  and  "Press,"  how- 
ever, not  being  forgotten,  Mr.  Crumplen  and  Mr. 
Matthews  responding — was  passed,  and  the  company 
returned  to  town  in  time  for  the  last  trains. 
Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
last  under  the  able  presidency  of  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer. 
The  routine  part  of  the  business  having  been  dis- 
posed of,  Mr.  Wm.  Colles'  paper,  "  The  Cult  of  the 
Dry  Fly,"  was  admirably  rendered  by  Mr.  S.  J. 
Chasteney,  Mr.  Colles  being  unavoidably  absent. 
The  questions  of  pollution,  weed-cutting,  restocking, 
the  depletion  of  trout  streams  from  various  causes, 
the  failure  of  the  May  and  other  flies,  were  all 
discussed  and  remedies  suggested,  and  Mr.  Colles 
quoted  from  Mr.  Halford's  tetrad  of  works  at  some 
length  in  support  of  his  arguments.  How  to  ap- 
proach, how  to  present  the  fly,  and  how  to  lead  him 
into  the  landing  net  when  hooked  were  shown,  in 
theory,  but  as  Mr.  Colles  expressed,  the  practice  was 
something  infinitely  harder  to  accomplish.  He 
deplored  the  failure  to  seize  opportunities  for  in- 
creasing the  area  of,  and  sport  in,  our  trout  streams, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  the  riparian  owner  was 
not  yet  fully  alive  to  his  true  interests.  Nor  was 
the  angler,  or  ho  would  never  be  satisfied  to  pay 
the  enormous  rents  asked  for  trout  waters  not 
worth  a  tithe  of  the  r^nt  demanded.  Needless  to 
state,  a  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
Mr.  Colles,  and  Mr.  Chasteney  for  his  reading.  Some 
capital  trout  have  been  taken  at  Chesham,  Mr.  A. 
J.  Saunders  having  secured  several  brace.  He 
also  visited  Christchurch,  and  took  some  roach  up 
to  1  Jib.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  had  a  capital  bag  of  fine 
roach  from  the  Tyle  Mill  Fishery,  and  Mr.  E.  Martin 
showed  a  nice  trout  from  the  same  place.  Members 
going  to  Theale  should  write  to  Mr.  E.  Burr,  "  Three 
Kings  Jacks  Booth,"  if  they  propose  staying,  as  the 
accommodation  is  limited,  and  no  other  hostel  is 
near  the  water.  There  will  be  a  committee  meeting 
on  July  5. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  occupied  the  chair  on  Wed- 
nesday night.  Messrs.  Weatrup  and  Rayner  send 
much  better  reports  from  Lough  Mask  this  week. 
The  best  trout  has  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Westrup, 
a  splendid  fish  of  over  131b.  He  has  also  weighed 
in  trout  5lb.  IJoz.,  51b.  0|^oz.,  31b.  13Joz.,  and  pike 
9lb.  2Joz.  and  81b.  6oz.  Mr.  Rayner,  trout,  61b,, 
21b.  5Joz.,  and  pike  91b.  SJoz.  They  have  also 
taken  many  trout  on  artificial  fiy,  best  fish  IJlb. 
Mr.  Forbes  reports  tench,  best  brace  21b.  2oz.  and 
2lb.  Mr.  Potter,  rudd,  to  -Jib.,  and  roach  IJlb. 
Mr.  H.  Dunn,  dace  up  to  9Joz. — Sec,  pro  tern. 
Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting.  The  most  successful  anglers  for  game 
fish  were  Messrs.  H.  W.  Ansell  and  A.  C.  Poole  ;  the 
former  had  had  sport  amongst  trout  and  grayling 
on  the  Lambourn,  and  the  latter  with  grayling  on 
the  Itchen.  Mr.  Poole  secured,  inter  alia,  a  good 
fish  of  lib.  8oz.  Col.  McQuaid  spoke  of  the  great 
improvement  in  the  surroundings  of  the  society's 
Lambourn  fishery  since  they  had  had  possession 
of  it.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  took  a  few  small  chub  on 
a  private  part  of  the  Colne,  and  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de 
Courcy  had  similar  fish  from  the  society's  water, 
but  none  of  any  great  size.  The  chairman  mentioned 
in  connection  with  a  paragraph  in  last  Saturday's 
Field  that  not  only  had  the  trout  disappeared  from 
the  Kennet,  but  that  the  Itchen  was  suffering  from 
the  same  complaint.  It  might  be  that  the  heavy 
autumn  and  winter  floods  had  shifted  the  fish,  but 
it  was  a  fact  without  doubt  that  there  had  been  a 
loss  of  big  trout  from  some  cause  or  other  as  yet 
unexplained.  Both  Mr.  Blundell  and  Mr.  C.  Butler 
had  fished  the  Itchen,  but  the  trout  did  nothing 
but  "smut,"  and  the  sport  was  poor.  It  had  been 
decided  to  hold  the  annual  summer  dinner  at  New- 
bury on  Saturday,  July  16.  The  president  will  take 
the  chair  at  this  always  most  enjoyable  gathering. 
The  society's  half-yearly  meeting  takes  place  on 
Monday,  July  25. — Hon.  Sec. 
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pFovineial  flfigUfig  Jlotes 

mu3t  arrive  by  first  po«<  on  Thursday  morningi 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  our  members  have  been  out  to 
all  the  stations  on  our  cards  where  fishing  can  be 
obtained  both  private  and  public,  but  sport  on  the 
whole  has  not  come  up  to  expectations  so  far,  as  the 
fish  have  not  got  over  their  spawning  operations. 
The  roach  and  bream  are  very  backward,  but  the 
perch  and  chub  are  in  very  decent  condition.  I 
saw  some  good  fish  on  June  26  that  were  taken  from 
the  Warwick  Canal  at  KnowJe  and  Olton.  Some  of  the 
roach  were  from  5oz.  to  lOoz.,  and  a  few  perch  over 
ilb.  eacl).  Sport  on  this  part  of  the  canal  is  just  now 
very  good.  I  have  not  heard  much  of  the  Myra 
Canal  at  Stoke  Golding,  but  I  should  say  that  it  is 
worthy  of  a  visit.  Some  years  ago  this  canal  was 
netted  to  a  great  extent,  but  of  late  the  canal 
has  been  looked  after  and  the  water  has  been 
preserved.  The  canal  rented  by  [the  Birmingham 
Association  at  Alrewas  is  being  well  patronised, 
and  some  very  good  fish  have  been  taken  lately  ; 
this  canal  contains  some  very  good  roaoh,  perch, 
and  tench,  and  is  constantly  supplied  by  fresh  water 
from  the  Trent  and  also  from  the  adjacent  pools. 
The  Avon,  Severn,  and  Trent  are  below  their  normal 
level  owing  to  the  want  of  rain,  and  as  a  consequence 
sport  has  been  very  quiet.  Some  few  bream  have 
been  taken  from  the  'Avon,  together  with  a  few 
roach,  the  chief  bait  being  stewed  wheat  on  the 
Severn  ;  paste  and  gentles  have  been  more  successful. 
The  best  fish  taken  from  the  canals  have  been 
secured  by  the  aid  of  the  white  paste.  We  are 
having  a  spell  of  bright,  fine  weather,  and  at  the 
present  time  I  would  advise  anglers  to  let  the 
bream,  roach,  and  dace  alone,  and  go  in  for  perch 
fishing  only. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

An  enormous  number  of  anglers  have  been  trying 
their  luck  on  the  Fen  waters  during  the  past  week, 
but  the  conditions  have  not  been  by  any  means 
favourable,  and  nothing  sensational  has  con- 
sequently occurred.  The  weeding  and  dredging 
operations  which  have  been  going  on  in  the 
Witham  have  considerably  disturbed  the  fish,  and 
it  has  only  been  those  who  have  fished  in  the  deep 
swims  at  the  Boston  end  of  the  river  for  bream  who 
have  done  any  good.  It  transpires  that  roach  are 
not  so  forward  as  they  were  believed  to  be  at  the 
beginning  of  thes^aion,  and  the  reports  show  that 
it  will  be  quite  another  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
before  they  are  fit.  The  Foriy-foot  is  abnormally 
low,  and  this  is  keeping  many  anglers  away.  In 
some  places  the  wat^-r  is  not  more  than  a  couple  of 
feet  deep,  and  it  is  so  clear  that  it  is  almost 
impo?sible  to  do  any  good.  Eel  fishing — for  which 
the  river  is  noted — has  yielded  abundance  of  sport, 
and  those  who  have  fished  with  the  big  lobworm 
in  the  evenings  have  had  no  difficulty  in  taking 
(ilb.  and  71b.  The  Glen,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Surfleet,  is  a  favourite  resort  of  anglers,  and  is 
increasing  in  popularity. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  angling 
matters  on  the  lake  for  the  past  week,  and  some 
good  trout  taken.  Mr.  Anderton  had  two  on 
June  26,  one  of  2lb.  6oz.  and«one  lib.  ;  on  June  28 
he  had  nine,  including  a  splendid  fish  of  4lb.  loz. ; 
Mr.  Mid  wood,  on  June  25,  had  two,  one  2|lb. ;  and 
the  following  day  Messrs.  G.  and  J.  Evans  killed 
seventeen,  best  21b.  Mr.  Schofield  seven,  best  lib., 
while  two  vijitors,  Mr.  Boumphrey  and  Mr.  Ridding, 
made  some  fair  baskets,  heaviest  fish  1  Jib.  Nearly 
all  these  fish  were  killed  on  the  Grey  and  Green 
Drake.  Mr,  Mawson — trolling — had  one  of  5  Jib., 
and  Mr.  Butterfield  one  of  41b.,  taken  while  char 
trolling.  The  streams  are  only  affording  ve.y 
moderate  sport,  being  very  fine  and  clear, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

If  any  fish  are  to  be  got  hold  of  then  the  Tyldesley 
men  are  the  rods  to  get  them.  On  June  25  they 
turned  out  in  forre,  and  their  weights  are  very  satis- 
factory, Mr.  F.  Green  heading  the  list.  The  Swin- 
ton  Anglers  are  due  at  Worsley  on  the  9th  to  fish  a 
match.  Oil  the  same  day  the  Leigh  Railway 
Anglers'  Society  are  having  an  open  match  for  cash 
prizes.  '1  he  Kearsley  Anglers  on  June  25  had  fair 
eport  in  their  match,  Mr.  S.  Harrison  heading  the  list. 
JnesfTB.  Chadwick,  Clucas,  and  Holland,  of  Stock- 
port, on  Saturday,  June  25,  had  1421b.  of  bream 
and  roach  in  a  Cheshire  mere.  The  Clifton  Anglers 
in  their  match  on  June  25  scored  a  success,  Mr. 
Ryder  heading  the  list.  Mr,  Charlson  writes  to  say 
they  have  arranged  a  match  for  July  16  at  Vickers 
Hall.  The  Stanley  A.S.,  Leigh,  had  a  big  turn-out 
on  June  25  in  their  match,  Mr.  W.  Jonee  secured 


the  first  prize.  All  our  rivers  are  reported  low  and 
clear,  and  as  a  rule  morning  and  evening  are  the 
best  times  to  fish. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  parody  on  the  "  Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade" 
would  adequately  describe  our  position  to-day  in 
this  city.  Instead  m  cannons  to  right,  left,  etc., 
we  have  matches,  contests,  etc.,  and  it  seems  that 
this  state  of  things  will  last  for  some  time.  Anglers 
are  determinf'd  to  enjoy  themselves,  and  if  they 
cannot  get  fi-ihing,  then  they  will  have  a  drive  and 
pretend  it  is  a  fi«hing  contest.  The  Duchy  A.S. 
(hsposed  of  all  Ihe  twenty- one  prizes  offered  on 
June  20,  Mr.  Booth  taking  the  fir-jt.  Their  cup  and 
championship  competition  starts  to-day  (July  2). 
The  Royal  Oak  A.S.  intend  visiting  Northwich  to- 
morrow. The  North  Manchester  A.S.  are  opening 
their  private  waters  to  the  public  by  payment  of  a 
nominal  sum  per  day.  The  Bradford  Total  Ab- 
stinence Anglers  are  going  in  for  big  things,  £10  in 
piizps  for  their  next  contest.  Ihe  West  Salford 
Anglero'  Association  have  decided  on  Aug.  13  for 
their  .shield  competition.  The  Girton  A.S.  on 
June  20  got  into  liquidation,  for  they  were  drowned 
out.    Mr.  H.  Chaub  got  first  prize. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  taken  a  more  favourable  turn, 
and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  sun  was  shining 
biilliantly  and  with  considerable  power.  Anglers 
have  mustered  in  force,  and  on  some  of  the  reaches 
of  the  Trent  moderate  sport  has  been  enjoyed 
arnongst  dace,  roach,  and  chub,  with  the  caddis 
grub  and  gentle  for  bait.  Votaries  have  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  streams  in  which  most 
coarse  fish  are  at  present  located.  Roach  and  chub 
are  in  fair  condition  ;  they  will  be  much  improved 
in  another  fortnight.  Barbsl  continue  to  show  in 
the  rapids,  and  odd  fish  are  said  to  have  taken 
the  ca'Idis  grub  at  Colwick  and  Hazleford. 
Fly  fishers  have  creeled  chub  ah  K^lham  and 
Wilford.  and  the  ''loegerheads"  have  been 
tempted  with  gentles  tit  Shelford  and  Burton 
Joyce.  Eels  have'  been  eagerly  sought  after  on 
some  of  the  stretches,  and  the  majority  of  ledger  and 
tight-float  fishermen  have  fared  well,  using  the  tail 
end  of  the  lobworm.  There  seems  any  quantity 
of  eels  in  the  river  this  season,  and  they  prefer  the 
worm  to  any  other  bait.  Rain  just  now  would  do 
good  if  sufficient  fell  to  change  the  height  and 
general  condition  of  the  Trent.  It  is  very  low 
indeed,  and  already  the  bottom  weed  is  proving 
extremely  annoying  to  all  classes  of  bottom  fishers. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  bright  summer  weather, 
and  the  country  is  looking  beautiful ;  hay- making 
in  full  swing,  and  strawberries  and  cherries  in 
abundance.  Ths  rivers  are  verj'  low  and  fine, 
and  anelers  h^ve  been  out  ia  numbers,  but  sport 
generally  has  n^t  been  good.  Trout  fishing  in  the 
rivers  very  disappointing,  but  excellent  sport  has 
been  enjoyed  in  private  water  by  the  few  who  had 
the  privilege  of  fishing  it.  Chub  have  been  going 
well  and  much  sought  after,  catches  of  101b. 
to  301b.  being  common.  The  Zulu  Hy  and 
the  Vamprey  the  mast  killing  baits.  Messrs. 
Thompson,  J.  M.  Jon-s,  Barnes,  Stokes,  White, 
and  W  .  Smith  h«d  very  heavy  creels  of  fish.  Nice 
catches  of  dace  have  been  had  in  the  Teme  with 
Black  Gnat  and  Red  Palmer  ;  they  aie  now  in  very 
fair  condition  and  give  capital  sport.  Several 
grayling  have  also  been  taken  with  the  fly. 
Roach  are  biting  very  shyly,  neither  fly  nor 
bottom  baits  will  tempt  them.  Bream  again  are 
very  backward,  but  eels  are  biting  freely,  and  have 
been  taken  in  quantities.  Club  competitions  are 
now  in  full  swing.  The  St.  John's  Club  had  their 
first  of  the  season  in  their  club  water.  Lower  Teme, 
south.  Twenty-seven  members  competed,  and 
there  was  over  50lb.  of  fish  weighed  in.  Mr.  S. 
Griffiths  scored  first  prize  (91b.  6oz.);  second,  G. 
Kitson  (61b.  2Joz.,  one  fish  3lb.  6oz.);  third,  L.  F. 
Higgs  (51b.  15Joz.);  fourth,  W.  Bullock  (41b.  I3oz.) 
Nearly  all  were  chub  and  caught  with  the  Vam- 
prey. The  Bull's  Head  Club  held  their  second 
competition  on  their  club  water,  L  )wer  Teme,  on 
Saturday  evening  last.  A  fair  number  of  members 
were  present ;  sport  not  so  good  as  on  the  previous 
occasion.  The  first  prize  went  to  Mr.  Thompson; 
second,  Mr.  W.  Bridges ;  third,  Mr.  Heritage.  The 
Good  intent  Club  held  their  fi'st  competition  on 
the  River  Avon,  at  Twyning,  on  June  26,  but  it  is 
a  month  too  soon  for  this  river,  and  the  catch  was 
small. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  Golden  Ball  A. A.  visi'ed 
Thicket  Priory,  Cottingwith,  on  June  25,  where 
fishing  was  permitted  by  Mr.  Dun nington- Jefferson. 
The  catches  were  small,  the  largest,  12Joz.,  being 
made  by  Mr.  J.  Willcock.  The  Cattle  Market  A.C. 
opened  the  se-ison  at  Low  Catton,  permission  being 
granted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbertaon.    Mr,  J.  Med- 


calfe  was  first  prize  winner.  A  party  belonging  to 
the  Irish  National  League  Working  Men's  A.C. 
enjoyed  a  pleasant  outing  to  Newton-on-Derwent 
by  leave  of  Mr.  Hlaken  St.  Lloyds.  The  water  was 
in  good  condition,  but  a  still  breeze  blew  all  the 
time.  Mr.  Frank  Hick  was  at  tVie  head  of  tlie 
winner".  The  members  of  the  Clifton  A.A.  held 
their  first  outing  on  June  27,  whi  n  twenty-four 
journeyed  by  'bus  to  West  Cottingwith,  wheri)  nine 
fishing  took  place  on  tho  estate  of  Mr.  Dunnington- 
.Jefl'orson.  The  river  was  in  fairly  good  trim,  with 
the  exception  of  a  falling  tide;  this  was  somewhat 
of  a  drawback,  as  the  catches  were  very  small — an 
unusual  experience  of  members  of  this  club,  by  the 
way.  Mr.  W.  Wheatley,  2Ib.,  did  best  amongst  the 
seventeen  prize-winners.  The  Tadca-iter  Angling 
and  Preservation  Association  have  held  a  meeting 
when  prizes  for  specimen  fish  caught  during  the 
season  1903-4  were  presented  as  follows: — l-'ike, 
Mr.  H.  Varley,  101b.  12oz. ;  perch,  Mr.  J.  Spink, 
13Joz.  ;  chub,  Mr.  H.  Fallon,  41b.  lOJoz.  ;  roach, 
Mr.  H.  Allen,  lib.  4|oz.  :  eel,  Mr.  A.  Stuttard, 
lloz. ;  dace,  Mr.  W.  Spink,  9ioz. ;  trout,  Mr.  JH. 
Fallon,  lib.  4§oz. ;  flounder,  Mr.  W.  Atkinson, 
lib.  2ioz.  ;  gudgeon,  Mr.  A.  Aldons,  2Joz. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather,  on  the  whole,  has  been  against 
angling,  and  generally  speaking  sport  has  been 
below  the  standard.  There  has  been  a  good  run  of 
peal  at  all  the  principal  stations,  and  sea- trout  have 
been  coming  up  in  big  numbers  at  Waterville  and  a 
few  other  places.  Rain  is  needed  very  much, 
especially  for  river  fishing.  Sea  angling  is  now  in 
full  swing. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Salmon  are  reported  up  the  Erne  in  satisfactory 
numbers,  and  fairly  good  night  trout  fis'iing  was 
had  recently.  Sir  Henry  Robinson  killed  two 
salmon,  91b.  and  161b.,  on  June  25.  Mr.  Thomas 
killed  a  fine  trout  of  91b. ;  Mr.  William  Routledge, 
five,  heaviest  2}lb. ;  Mr.  Rees,  five,  heaviest  l  |lb.  ; 
Mr.  Russell,  several,  heaviest  2£lb. ;  Mr.  Fleming, 
two,  4|-lb.  and  3Jlb.  Local  anglers  had  no  cause 
for  complaint. 


^ofcs  from  tf)e  Wotil). 


The  drought  still  continues.  There  have  been 
thunder  pelts,  but  not  enough  of  them  to  move  the 
burns,  without  whioh  there  can  be  little  or  no  sport 
as  they  want  a  clean  out.  , 


The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has  gained 
his  case  against  Lossiemouth,  but  only  on  one  point, 
and  the  question  of  expenses  is  reserved. 


"Meeting  an  angling  friend,"  says  my  Dinnet 
correspondent,  "coining  from  a  day  on  Loch 
Kinnord,  I  asked  him,  '  What  sport  ?  '  •  We  caught 
a  pike  with  such  a  head — never  saw  the  like 
of  it.  Any  full  grown  duck  could  have  walked 
down  its  throat  without  any  trouble.'  "  He  has  not 
been  across  tha  Herring  Pond,  but  he's  an  angler  / 

Well,  thpy  do  run  big  in  Loch  Kinnord,  which  is 
a  stone's  throw  from  the  famous  Gientana  Dei  water. 
I  have  seen  one  weigh  231b.,  and  killed  lots  between 
14lb.  and  201b.  A  day  then  could  be  had  for  the 
trouble  of  taking  it.  Now  it  is  sjldom  refuse  J 
when  asked.   

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Clyne  are  fishing  the  lochs  on 
Speyside.    The  trout  fishing  is  about  its  beat  there. 


Mr.  W.  P.  Campbell  has  the  Dinnet  water  till 
.July  15.  He  had  six  fish  there  last  week,  and  is 
open  to  treat  with  any  sportsman  coming  his  way. 

Ten  shillings  a  day  is  cheap  for  the  pink  of 
salmon  waters,  and  W.  P.  is  open  to  take  that  or 
£10  slump  and  his  wages  for  the  next  three  weeks. 


There  is  about  six  miles'  fishing  and  no  one 
opposite,  which  is  a  boon  in  these  days  of  drought 
when  one  wants  all  the  stream  one  can  get. 


On  Monday  Itist  another  consignment  of  salmon 
fry  left  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
hatchery  for  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Spey — some 
50,000,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  T.  Rae. 


The  Olive  Dun  is  the  most  popular  fly  on  the 
Don  with  trout.  On  the  Dee  a  good  few  grilse  are 
being  got  on  the  Jock  Scott,  Sdver  and  Blue.  Loggie, 
and  such  like  on  the  very  smallest  of  double  irons. 


The  Princess  Victoria,  along  with  the  Hon. 
Derek  and  Lady  Keppel,  are  enjoying  themselves 
immensely  on  the  Muick  and  Loch  Muick  at  Glassel- 
shield.  They  do  not  confine  themselves  to  the  rod 
entirely,  but  cycle  and  boat  a  good  deal. 

Special  Scotch. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  2,  1904 


"Make  no  friendship  with  an  envious  man." 


I  AM  in  receipt  of  the  list  of  prizes  to  be  awarded 
for  the  season  1903-4  in  connection  with  that 
prosperous  society,  the  Holloway  Anglers.  Their 
hearlquarters  are  at  the  Coach  and  Horses.  Hollo  way- 
road,  N.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
majority  of  prizes  are  awarded  for  the  best  speci- 
men fish — in  fact,  the  names  of  the  donors  of  prizes, 
amongst  whom  are  Messrs.  Stone,  Telline,  Bryett, 
Hill,  Rollings,  Jelks,  Berry,  Jagols,  Brand,  Harris, 
Fuller,  Roberts,  Robins,  Woolf,  Muddle,  Stokes, 
Mansell,  Bennett,  Budd,  Grist,  Nodes,  Radburn, 
Phillips,  Wharton  and  Hallam,  is  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  the  "Holloways"  are  sportsmen. 
Amongst  the  prizes,  which  number  over  forty, 
are  three  valuable  cups.  At  the  last  meeting  (Mr. 
Stone  in  the  cliair)  more  new  members  were  pro- 
posed. Several  reports  were  received  showing 
that  there  had  been  good  sport.  Mr.  Gardener 
presented  the  club  with  a  handsome  ballot  box. 


Yet  another  flourishing  society,  the  Oglanders 
(whose  headquarters  are  at  the  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  E.  Dulwich),  send  their  prize-list  for 
the  season  1903-4.  It  is  impossible  in  the  space  at 
my  disposal  to  enumerate  the  conditions  under 
which  the  sum  of  £63  10«.  will  be  expended.  This 
society  numbers  over  one  hundred  members,  and 
under  the  skilful  management  of  Secretary  R.  E. 
Sprules  it  is  certain  to  maintain  its  prestige. 


The  annual  Summer  Dinner  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  will  take  place  at  Newbury  on  Saturday, 
July  16.  On  the  same  date  the  annual  Summer 
Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  angler. 


I  HAVE  been  guilty  on  more  than  one  occasion  of 
disregarding  the  words  frequently  written  very 
plainly  on  the  top  of  a  letter — "  Private  and  con- 
fidential." This  is  not  wise,  for  there  are  times 
when  it  should  remain  as  marked.  On  this  occasion 
the  editor  of  that  smart  little  monthly  yclept 
Pastimes  sent  the  editor  a  fish,  asking  him  to  kindly 
say  what  it  was  and  what  he  thought  of  it.  The 
editor  did  not  get  a  sight  of  the  fish,  but — well,  he 
knew  it  was  there.  However,  the  F.G.  is  always 
pleased  to  give  every  information  possible  in  deter- 
mining the  species  of  fish.  The  one  in  question 
was  a  roach — caught,  I  think,  in  the  River 
Hull.     It  was  very  pale  (so  was  I),  and  a  note 

was  sent  to  Hull,  trying  to  put  the  matter  in  a 

nutshell.  It  was  not  marked  "  Private  and  con- 
fidential," and  has  appeared  under  the  corre- 
spondence columns  of  Pastimes. 

*  »>  *  *  * 

This  is  it :  "  To  the  Editor  of  Pastimes.  Sir,— An 
inquest  was  held  on  the  roach  you  sent  up  this 
morning.  I  have  had  three  visits  from  the  doctor, 
and  as  many  drops  of  physio.  The  room  has  been 
fumigated ;  windows  and  doors  all  left  open ;  and 
by  to-moiTow  I  may  be  able  to  resume  ray  ordinary 
avocation.  Any  moresecond-hand  fish  will  be  barred ! 
The  postman  is  still  very  queer,  and  he  is  afraid  of 
being  charged  with  attempting- to  poison  various 
and  sundry  whose  letters,  etc.,  came  in  contact 
with  this  high  and  mighty  fish. — Yours,  etc., '  Dbag- 
NET.'  P.S. — I  have  sent  the  letter  which  was 
unearthed  from  the  coffin  to  '  Drag '  Mansion,  as  it 
will  save  the  missus  a  few  shillings  for  'lavender.' 
It  will  be  placed  on  my  waistcoat  (or  in  my  pocket), 
so  that  my  friends  may  avoid  me  or,  at  any  rate, 
ask,  '  Whose  drains  are  up  ? '  " 


Angling  is  said  to  be  the  contemplative  man's 
recreation.  Quite  so  ;  and  he  likes  seclusion.  Some- 
times the  seclusion  militates  against  his  comfort. 
That  is  to  say,  he  must  make  a  note  of  the  days 
when  provisions  are  brought  to  hia  doors.  I  have 
been  made  painfully  aware  of  this  in  England  and 
Wales,  but  visitors  to  Ireland  are  all  right  I  Here 
is  a  copy  of  a  bill  sent  out  as  an  advertisement  by 
an  enterprising  son  of  Erin : — 

♦  *  )|c  i|c  4( 

"Visitors  to  can  obtain 'tea,  breakfast  or 

dinner  on  the  shortest  notice;  lowest  charges;  beer, 
stout  and  ale ;  groceries  at  lowest  prices ;  home- 
cured  bacon,  fresh  pork,  sausages,  and  puddings 
every  week.  All  kinds  of  confectionery  and  wed- 
ding cakes  to  order;  bathing  boxes — dresses  and 
caps  supplied  ;  furnished  apartments  obtained.  Try 
our  la.  4d.  and  2s.  tea!" 


Mastkb:  "  Whore  do  'germs'  originate,  Smith- 
Boa  1 ",  Smithson  (promptly) :    In  Germany,  sir  I " 


Mr.  Thos.  W.  Redford  sends  the  result  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Grand  Fishing  Match  in  the 
Lancaster  Canal  at  Lea-road  and  Salwick  on  Satur- 
day, June  18.  Prizes  to  the  amount  of  £25  2s.  6d. 
(including  a  gold  medal,  a  gold-centre  medal,  and 
a  silver  medal)  were  won  amongst  forty  competitors. 
James  Holland,  first,  with  Ilia  3Joz.,  £5  and  gold 
medal;  Herbert  Lepge,  second,  with  lib.  lloz.,  £3 
and  gold-centre  medal ;  Mr.  Isaac  Bentham,  third, 
with  15Joz.  2dr.,  £2  and  silver  medal.  The  last 
prize  was  taken  with  3  Joz.  3dr.  (5s.). 


Some  further  remarkable  salmon  catches  in  the 
Dee  at  Chester,  says  the  Chester  Chronicle  of  June  25, 
were  reported  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  week. 
At  one  draught  on  June  26,  midnight,  John  Buckley, 
of  Edgar-terrace,  Hand  bridge,  took  twenty- three 
fish,  and  at  another  single  draught,  at  6  a.m.  on  June 
27,  another  Handbridge  fisherman  named  Bankes 
had  the  good  fortune  to  land  nineteen.  Casting  his 
net  in  a  little  later  the  same  morning  Bankes  cap- 
tured five  more,  making  his  total  catch  twenty-four. 
The  same  morning  a  fisherman  named  Bird  took  a 
draught  of  eleven,  and  altogether  the  salmon  taken 
between  Chester  and  the  Higher  Ferry  on  Monday 
are  said  to  have  numbered  the  almost  incredible 
total  of  two  hundred.  On  Tuesday  again  there 
were  further  good  hauls,  in  all  fifty-four  fish  being 
caught.  This  abundance  of  salmon  in  the  river  at 
Chester  ia  attributed  to  the  low  tides  and  the  high 
winds,  which  have  caused  the  fish  to  accumulate 
within  a  comparatively  restricted  area. 


From  the  Hebridean  Sporting  Association  the 
following  is  just  to  hand: — On  June  25,  Mr.  Demp- 
ster, fishing  Na  Cro  for  three  hours,  had  sixty  trout, 
weighing  151b.;  and  on  June  27,  fishing  Obbe  for 
a  short  time,  had  one  sea-trout  weighing  3Jlb. 


The  World  in  the  Open  Air. 

Come,  while  in  freshness  and  dew  it  lies, 
To  the  world  that  is  under  the  free  blue  skies. 
Leave  yo  man's  home  and  forget  his  care  ; 
There  breathes  no  sigh  in  the  dayspring's  air. 

Come  to  the  woods,  in  who.se  mossy  dells 
A  light  all  made  for  the  poet  dwells  ; 
A  light  colour'd  softly  by  tender  leaves. 
Whence  the  primrose  a  mellower  glow  receives. 

The  stock-dove  is  there  on  the  becchen  tree. 
And  the  lulling  tone  of  the  honey-bee  : 
And  the  voice  of  cool  waters  'mid  feathery  fern 
Shedding  sweet  sounds  from  some  hidden  urn. 

There  is  life,  there  is  youth,  there  is  tameless  mirth. 
Where  the  streams  with  the  flowers  they  wear  have 
birth  ; 

There's  peace  where  the  Alders  are  whispering  low  : 
Come  from  man's  dwellings  with  all  their  woe. 

Yes — we  will  come — we  will  leave  behind 
The  homes  and  the  sorrows  of  human  kind. 
It  is  well  to  rove  where  the  river  leads 
Its  bright  blue  vein  along  sunny  meads. 

— Rev.  E.  J.  Taylor,  in  Nature  Notes. 


It  is  not  easy  to  "  engineer "  an  angling  club,  aa 
many  secretaries  can  testify.  But  I  know  of  many 
indefatigable  workers  in  the  cause  of  angling  and 
anglers,  and  one  is  Mr.  Frank  P.  Sorge,  who  has 
taken  up  the  reins  of  office  at  the  CoUingwood  A.S., 
held  at  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  S.E.  The 
club  is  going  strong ;  some  good  fish  have  already 
been  weighed  in  this  season,  and  with  Frank  Sorge 
at  the  helm  it  will  "forge"  ahead. 


When  the  American  liner  Philadelphia  arrived  at 
Plymouth  on  Saturday  it  was  reported  that  about 
two  o'clock  on  the  previous  Monday  morning,  a 
flying- fish,  measuring  15in.  across  and  12in.  in 
length,  came  on  board,  and,  doubtless,  attracted  by 
the  lights  in  the  engine-room,  descended  to  the  first 
platform.  The  engineer  on  watch  and  the  fireman 
were  somewhat  startled  by  the  sudden  appearance 
of  the  fish.  It  was  found  to  have  lost  an  eye  in  its 
fall.  The  fish  will  be  stuffed  and  adorn  the  engineers' 
mess.  [I  have  in  my  collection  a  flying-fish  of 
fully  the  same  dimensions.  It  was  sent  to  and 
presented  to  me  by  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
nearly  thirteen  years  ago,  and  was  captured  by  the 
chief  engineer  of  an  American  liner.  My  specimen 
did  not  go  downstairs,  but  was  caught  in  the 
rigging.] 


The  oldest  newspaper  in  the  world  is  the  Chinese 
journal  Kiug-Pau  or  Capital  Sheet,  which  was  first 
published  at  Peking  in  the  year  911.  For  nearly 
two  centuries  and  a  half  the  paper  only  appeared 
at  irregular  intervals,  but  after  the  year  1351  it  was 
published  weekly  for  over  600  years  until  1882, 
when  it  started  to  bring  out  three  editions  every 
day. 


The  New  Palace  Steamers,  Limited,  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  well  deserved  success  which 
has  already  attended  the  extension  of  their  service 
to  Deal  and  Dover.  At  the  former  place  I  hear 
that  great  things  are  expected  both  for  the  town 
and  the  Steamboat  Co.  from  the  new  enterprise, 
expectations  which  I  know  are  well  grounded. 
There  were,  I  know,  many  anglers  who  heard  Mr. 
Charles  Hussey's  amusing  lecture,  "  Memories  of  La 
Marguerite,"  and  saw  the  capital  lantern  pictures 
he  collected  during  his  travels  on  that  vessel  who 
made  up  their  minds  to  follow  "  Charlie's  "  advice, 
and  take  some  of  the  sea  trips  provided  for  the 
public. 

»  *  «  iii  ♦ 

The  steamers  leave  Tilbury  for  Southend,  Mar- 
gate, Ramsgate,  Deal  and  Dover  and  back,  on 
Sundays,  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  at 
9.20  a.m.,  Sundays  10.50  a.m.  The  special  boat- 
trains  in  connection  with  the  service  leave  Fen- 
church-street  at  8.27  a.m.,  and  St.  Pancras  at  8.0 
a.m.  (Sundays  10  a.m.  and  9.50  a.m.  respectively). 
Passengers  are  due  back  in  London  at  9.20  p.m. 
There  is  also  a  daily  service  to  Southend,  Margate, 
and  Ramsgate  and  back,  leaving  Old  Swan  Pier  at 
9.20  a.m. — the  trains  in  connection  leave  Fenchurch- 
street  at  10.25  a.m.  (Sundays  10  a.m.),  and  St. 
Pancraa  at  9.50  a.m. — and  a  "Husbands'  Boat  "to 
Margate  on  Saturdays. 


In  the  hospital  tank  of  the  New  York  Aquarium 
maybciseentherecuperatingprocess — thesanatorium 
treatment  for  fish  jaded  and  incapacitated  through 
continual  contact  with  the  throng  of  city  sightseers. 
The  water  cure  finds  here  its  best  exemplification. 
Once  in  a  while  a  surgical  operation  is  necessitated 
by  a  parasitic  growth  or  inj  ury  sustained  through 
fright  at  unaccustomed  surroundings.  As  an  entity 
fish  life  is  wonderfully  well  sustained  at  the  Aquarium, 
where  every  known  scientific  method  is  employed 
to  maintain  the  piscatorial  exhibits  in  perfect  health 
and  vigour. 


To  A  Fish  on  a  Hook. 

I  pity  thee.    Why  didst  thou  catch  at  gleams 
That  shone  more  brightly  than  thy  native  food  ? 
Thou  wouldst  have  sought  thine  instinct's  duller 
good 

And  still  have  sported  in  thy  tuneful  streams, 
Of  what  avail  the  fairer  thing  that  seems 
Thine  element,  when  water  beetles  should 
Suffice  thee  in  their  sufficing  would 
Have  left  thee  free  ?    Of  what  vail  the  beams 
That  only  ape  the  reel  ? — Nay,  I  chide 
Thee  thoughtlessly,  for  thou  hast  paid  thy  debt 
To  folly.    I  have  oft  been  lured  like  thee. 

I  have  oft  caught  at  dreams  that  did  but  hide 
Within  their  fairness  barbs  of  sharp  regret. 
And  we  are  feUows  in  one  misery. 

— Collie's  Weekly. 


Speaking  recently  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the 
salt  monopoly  in  India,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Pennington  spoke 
of  the  natives  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
eating  rotten  fish.  Mr.  J.  D.  Rees  observed  that 
the  natives  of  India  regarded  rotten  fish  as  a  delicacy 
comparable  to  our  Gorgonzola  cheese. 


"  That  is  the  blind  asylum,  isn't  it?"  asked  the 
visitor.  "That's  what  it  is  called,"  replied  the 
resident.  "They  call,  it  a  blind  asylum,  but  I 
should  think  that  anybody  could  see  that  its  site  is 
admirable." 


"  Now,  children,"  said  a  teacher  in  a  Germantown 
school  not  long  since,  "let  us  see  what  you  re- 
member about  the  animal  kingdom  and  the  domestic 
animals  that  belong  to  it.  You  have  named  all  the 
domestic  animals  but  one.  Who  can  tell  me  what 
that  one  is  ?"  No  one  answered.  "It  has  bristly 
hair,  likes  the  dirt  and  is  fond  of  gettinar  into  the 
mud,"  hinted  the  teacher  helpfully.  "Can't  you 
think.  Tommy  ? "  she  asked  encouragingly  of  a 
small  boy.    "It's  me,"  said  Tommy,  reflectively. 


My  friend  and  brother  B.S.A.,  Mr.  E.  lirenkel, 
has  been  fishing  at  Weymouth  in  company  with 
Mr.  Long.  He  says :  "  I  had  three  good  days  at 
Weymouth  last  week,  and  the  first  day  (June  20) 
our  catch  consisted  of  fourteen  dabs,  two  eels,  105 
rock  whiting,  one  conger,  three  spider  crabs.  On 
the  second  day  (June  21),  160  pouting,  four  wrasse. 
The  third  day  (June  23),  whilst  angling  for  conger 
and  skate,  got  amongst  a  shoal  of  dogfish  and  caught 
eighty-five,  two  skate,  twenty-two  whiting,  sixteen 
pouting,  and  one  plaice."  Not  bad  sport,  Mr. 
Krenkel ;  but  although  Mr.  Tucker  and  I  are 
bringing  to  the  club  all  the  immature  fish  we  find 
exposed  for  sale,  I  do  not  object  to  a  "decent" 
sample  being  sent  fresh — it  must  be  fresh — to 

Dbaonei. 
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SUMMER   HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  excursions  will  be  run  from  Euston,  Broad- 
street,  Kensington  (Addison-ro£id),  Willeeden  Junc- 
tion, Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and  other  London 
stations,  as  follows: — On  Wednesdays,  until  Sept.  28, 
to  Blackpool,  Lancaster,  Morecambe,  English  Lake 
District,  and  Furness  line  stations.  On  Thursdays, 
until  Sept.  20,  to  Shrewsbury,  Hereford,  North, 
South,  and  Central  Wales,  and  Cambrian  line 
stations,  Buxton.  Liverpool,  Birkenhead,  and 
Chester.  Every  Friday  midnight,  until  Sept.  30,  to 
Douglas  (Isle  of  Man),  via  Liverpool.  On  Saturdays, 
until  Sept.  24,  to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man)  via  Fleet- 
wood (from  Euston  only).  On  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays,  until  further  notice  (from  Boston  only), 
day  trips  to  Stratford-on-Avon.  In  cotmection 
with  these  trips  tickets  will  also  be  issued,  covering 
coa^h  drive,  from  Stratford  to  Warwick  and  Kenil- 
worth,  passengers  returning  to  London  from  the 
latter  station.  On  Saturdays,  until  further  notice, 
to  Bedford,  Bletchley,  Brackley,  Buckingham, 
Leighton,  Rugby,  Wo  burn  Sands,  and  Wolverton, 
returning  same  day  or  following  Sunday  or  Monday. 
To  Newport  Pagnell,  returning  same  day  or  following 
Monday.  On  'ihursiays,  July  14  and  28,  August  II 
and  25,  Sept.  8  and  22,  to  Ireland.  To  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  Birkenhead,  Chester,  Blackpool,  South- 
port,  Carlisle,  Lancaster,  Morecambe.  Lake  District, 
Furness  line  stations.  North  Staffordshire  stations, 
principal  stations  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire, 
Buxton  District,  Rugby,  and  Leicester.  On  Fridays, 
July  I,  15,  and  29,  August  12  and  26,  Sept.  9  and 
23,  to  Carlisle  and  Scotland.  On  Fridays,  July  I 
and  15,  Saturday,  July  30,  Sunday  midnight, 
July  31,  Friday,  August  12,  Monday,  August  15, 
Friday,  August  26,  Monday,  August  29,  Friday, 
Sept.  9,  Monday,  Sept.  12,  Friday,  Sept.  23,  and 
Monday,  Sept.  26,  to  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton, 
and  South  Staffordshire  District.  Every  Friday 
and  Saturday  week-end  tickets  will  be  issued 
to  the  principal  pleasure  resorts  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Whales. 


[Summer  Thain  Service. 
July,  August,  and  September. — Additional  ex- 
press trains  wUl  be  run  from  London,  Birmingham, 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  other  provincial  towns 
to  North  Wales,  Blackpool,  Morecambe,  the  English 
Lakes,  and  to  Scotland.  Liverpool  to  Brighton  in 
six  hours. — Commencing  July  1,  a  new  express  train 
will  be  run  between  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  other 
parts  of  the  L.&N.W.  system  and  Brighton,  East- 
bourne, Hastings,  and  other  south-coast  stations. — 
Birmingham  to  Yarmouth  ia  four  and  three-quarter 
hours. — A  through  fast  train  will  also  run  between 
Birmingham  an  1  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  and  other  east 
coast  tourist  resorts.  England  and  Belfast  (via 
Holyhend  and  Greenore).  A  breakfast  car  is 
attached  to  the  morning  boat  train  for  Belfast, 
which  leaves  Greenore  after  arrival  of  the  express 
steamer  in  connection  with  the  7.30  p.m.  fast  train 
from  Euston.  A  dining  car  is  run  by  the  6  45  p.m. 
train  from  Belfast  to  Greenore,  which  connects  with 
the  express  boat  and  train  service  {via  Holyhead)  to 
London  and  all  parts  of  England.  London  and 
Manchester.  Accelerated  service  (three  and  a  half 
hours).  Euston,  departs  at  10.35  a.m.  and  6  p.m., 
and  a' rives  at  Manchester  2.5  p.m.  and  9.30  p.m. 
Manchester,  departs  at  10.40  a.m.  and  4.10  p.m., 
and  arrives  at  Euston  at  2.10  p.m.  and  7.40  p.m.  A 
new  corridor  train,  with  luncheon  and  tea  cars  for 
1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  class  passengers,  will  leave  Euston 
Station  at  11.30  a.m.,  arriving  at  Edinburgh  7.55 
p.m.  and  Glasgow  7.55  p.m.  Express  trains  in 
connection  with  this  now  train  at  Preston  will  leave 
Liverpool  (Lime-street)  at  2.25  p.m.  and  Manchester 
(Exchange)  at  2.30  p.m.  Commencing  Monday, 
July  18,  a  new  night  express,  with  sleeping  cars  for 
1st  class  passengers,  will  leave  Euston  Station  at 
7.45  p.m.,  arriving  at  Perth  at  4.40  a.m.  and  Inver- 
ness at  8.35  a.m.  A  special  train  for  horses  and 
carriages  will  leave  Euston  at  3.30  p.m.  for  Carlisle, 
from  July  II  to  Aug.  8  inclusive.  This  train  is 
appointed  to  run  through  to  Perth  in  advance  of 
the  night  expresses  from  Euston,  so  as  to  afford  a 
through  service  to  all  parts  of  the  North  of  Scotland. 
For  times,  fares,  and  full  particulars  see  small  bills, 
which  can  be  obtained  at  the  company's  stations 
and  town  offices. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 
13,551.    William  Hemming  Hill,  77,  Coltnore  Row, 

Birmingham.    Improved  fish  hook. 
13,350.    Percy  Frederick  Jayne,  3,  Gonville-road, 
Thornton  Heath,  Surrey.    An  improved 
fishing  device. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

James  Rowe. — "Trout  Fishing,"  by  W.  Earl 
Hodgson,  is  published  by  A.  and  C.  Black,  Soho 
Square,  London,  W.    Price,  7s,  6d.  net. 

Constant  Reader. — Apply  W.  Hoarder  &  Sons, 
195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents^] 


PROGRAMME  OF  THE  "HARDY"  CASTING 
TOURNAMENT— -A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  SrR, — In  the  very  kind  notice  which  you 
gave  in  tha  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  25  of  the 
"  Hardy"  Competition,  there  is  a  little  error  which 
we  hope  you  will  permit  us  to  correct,  and  that  is 
that  in  the  5Joz.  Fly  Casting  Competition  (see 
p.  418)  "  first  prize,  ten  guineas,"  should  read  "  silver 
cup,  value  ten  guineas." — Yours  faithfully, 

H.^RDY  Brothers. 


GRAYLING  FISHING  IN  YORKSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  Mr.  W.  Kilburn  for  putting 
me  right  in  some  details  I  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  go  into — re  grayling  fishing  in  the  Yore.  Strangers 
are  always  well  informed  as  to  the  waters  they  can 
fish  by  ticket,  and  how  they  may  obtain  occasional 
permission  in  private  lengths  in  the  neighbourhood, 
if  they  make  their  headquarters  at  either  the  Wheat 
Sheaf,  Carperby,  or  the  King's  Arm  ?,  Redmire.  The 
water  under  the  control  of  the  Askrigg  Association 
is  indicated  by  the  notice  boards,  and  the  riparian 
owners  Mr.  Kilburn  mentions  are  very  kind  in 
giving  occasional  permission  to  fish  their  lengths. — - 
Yours  truly,  John  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station- street,  Leeds. 


PRYOR'S  MOSQUITO  "ANTI-BITE." 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  a  fairly  regular  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  have  noticed  from  time  to  time 
that  some  of  your  readers  have  recommended 
different  mixtures  as  preventives  against  the  bites 
of  gnats  and  flies.  Since  these  insects  are  a  great 
nuisance  to  me,  and  I  am  sure  to  a  great  number  of 
anglers,  I  think  it  would  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers  to  know  that  a  new  preventive  has  been 
invented  by  a  chemist  at  Beckenham.  I  bought  a 
bottle  there  ten  days  ago,  but  have  not  yet  had  a 
chance  to  try  it  by  a  river,  though  I  have  used  it 
with  good  effect  when  sitting  in  a  garden,  under 
trees,  and  other  such  places. 

Anyone  wishing  to  obtain  a  bottle  of  the  mixture' 
should  apply  to  S.  H.  Pryor,  60,  High-street, 
Beckenham.  I  hope  it  will  prove  as  useful  to  your 
readers  as  it  has  so  far  been  to  yours  truly, 

Malvern.  Midge. 

[M"".  Pryor  sent  me  some  samples  of  his  "  Anti- 
Bite."  He  says  that  it  is  "an  absolute  preventive 
of  mosquito  and  gnat  and  midge  bites,"  and  that 
an  angler  fishing  in  the  Black  Forest  tells  him  he 
has  found  it  a  godsend,  and  has  ordered  two  dozen 
bottles  to  be  kept  at  the  hotel  where  he  is  staying  for 
the  benefit  of  other  visitors.  I  have  not  beea  able  to 
try  it  yet,  but  it  is  certainly  quite  pleasant  to  use, 
like  Mr.  G.  Mackay's  "  Anti-Midge,"  which  I  have 
found  good  against  midges.  As  regards  mosquitoes, 
friends  tell  me  that  there  is  nothing  which  is  really 
much  use  where  they  are  bad,  in  Norway,  etc. — Ed.  j 


ABOUT  FISHING  AT  BALA  AND 
IN  NORFOLK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  month's 
fishing  holiday  at  Bala,  and  herewith  furnish 
"Beta"  with  the  result  of  my  experiences.  There 
are  stated  to  be  the  following  fish  in  Lake  Bala 
itself — pike,  perch,  roach,  trout,  eels,  and  gwniad. 
The  latter  can  be  put  out  of  count  for  fishing 
purposes  as  it  is  never  caught  by  rod  and  line,  and 
only  occasionally  netted.  The  trout  run  large  in 
the  lake,  and  it  is  possible  for  an  expert  fly  fisher  to 
make  a  very  decent  basket  of  half-pounders  to 
pounders  on  a  suitable  day.  Trout  up  to  5lb.  and 
61b.  weight  are  taken  by  trolling.  My  experience 
with  the  pike  and  perch  was  very  unsat'sfactory — 
presumably,  and  from  what  the  natives  said,  owing 
to  the  time  of  year. 

I  only  caught  about,  one  dozen  small  perch  and 
not  a  single  pike,  though  I  tried  for  the  latter  most 
industriously  and  by  every  known  method,  including 
live  baiting  with  most  tempting  rudd  imported 
from  Cheshire.  The  natives  state  that  there  is  good 
pike  and  perch  fishing  in  August.  The  whole  of 
Bala  Lake  and  most  of  the  neighbouring  streams 
belong  to  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn,  of  Wynnstay  Park, 
Ruabon.  A  subscription  of  78.  6d.  sent  to  him  at 
the  above  address,  together  with  a  courteous  request 


for  a  fishing  ticket,  will,  probably,  procure  permission 
from  him  for  fishing  in  the  lake  and  in  all  the  streama 
preserved  by  him.  The  aforesaid  7s.  fid.  is  devoted 
by  him  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  Bala.  If  this 
permit  be  not  procure  I,  then  fid.  a  day  has  to  be 
paid  to  fish  in  the  lake,  the  ticket  to  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Roberts,  fishim^  tackle  maker,  Bala< 
Under  any  circumstances.  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn  reserves 
for  himself  absolutely  one-tliird  of  the  lake  at  the 
upper  end.  Boats  are  obtainable  from  Mr.  Owen, 
White  Lion  Hotel,  Bala,  at  £1  per  week.  There  are 
six  or  seven  trout  streams  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, not  including  the  Dae.  They  are  as 
follows: — Llangower  Brook,  Twrch,  Dwfrdwy,  Lliw, 
Llafar,  and  Try  weryn,  a  tributary  of  the  Dee  joining 
tha  latter  near  Bala.  The  first  five  are  fishablo  with 
the  7s.  fid.  ticket  already  reterred  to,  and  contain 
very  sizeable  trout  running  four  and  five  to  the 
pound,  with  an  occasional  ^-pounder.  I  caught, 
during  the  days  I  devoted  to  stream  fishing,  an 
average  of  about  two  dozen  a  day,  in  beautiful 
condition.  The  surroundings  of  the  streams  are 
extremely  picturesque,  as  are  indeed  tho-ie  of  Bala 
in  general.  Tne  Tryweryn  ia  fishable  for  about 
three  milos,  by  ticket  obtainable  from  Mr.  Roberts, 
fishing  tackle  maker,  at  Is.  fid.  a  day.  I  was 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  my  trout  fishing  experi- 
ences whilst  at  Bala,  but  disappointed  in  the  coarse 
fishing.  I  was  told  prior  to  goin^  there  that  the 
lake  contained  very  large  pike — and  doubtless  it 
does — but  I  caught  none.  Nevertheless,  one  might 
have  good  sport  with  both  pike  and  parch  in  August. 
I  would  recommend  "  Beta "  to  purchase  that 
admirable  little  book  "  Fishing  in  Wales."  by  Walter 
M.  Gallichan,  which  gives  detailed  information  of 
all  Welsh  fishing,  including,  of  course,  that  of  Bala. 
I  enclose  a  little  brochure  on  "Fishing  at  Bala," 
reprinted  from  your  own  paper,  Mr.  Editor,  which, 
perhaps,  you  will  forward  to  "Beta."  Lodgings  are 
easily  procurable  in  Bala  and  neighbourhood,  and 
if  "Beta"  cares  to  write  ma  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
furnish  him  with  the  address  where  I  myself  stayed. 
In  conclusion,  may  I  ask  if  some  good  Samaritan 
will  give  me  details  of  some  Norfolk  Broad,  on  the 
bank  of  wnich  I  could  get  good  farmhouse  apart 
ments  in  August,  together  with  good  privatj  or 
semi-private  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

34.  Broad-street,  Jos.  Alex.  Tooner. 

Pendleton,  Manchester. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Dear  Sir, — During  my  travels  by  coach  last  week 
I  happaned  at  a  wayside  hotel  to  pick  up  the  last 
issue  of  the  New  Zealand  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
Review  to  read,  with  astonishment,  the  letter  in 
reference  to  rainbow  trout  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 

I  had  very  little  experience  in  handling  this 
variety  of  trout  in  the  Old  Country  for  I  left  about 
the  time  the  fish  was  becoming  talked  of,  but  I  can 
remamber  that  its  introduction  met  with  much 
opposition,  and  on  the  other  side  it  was  said  to  be 
a  harmless,  peaceable  tenant  in  any  water  into 
which  it  was  placed  or  found  its  way. 

The  information  given  in  Mr.  Marston'slettershows 
that  the  habits  of  the  fish  are  entirely  different  in 
English  streams  to  what  they  are  in  this  Colony. 
I  write  of  the  North  Island,  having  no  knowledge 
of  the  South,  but  with  us  no  fish  could  be  more 
prolific,  for  it  is  common  knowledge  amongst  us,  or 
ought  to  be,  that  every  little  stream,  even  to  the 
smallest  wateraress  rill,  is  full  of  the  fry  of  the 
big  rainbows  in  the  river  below.  The  fish  does  not 
'•  take  "  to  all  rivers,  at  least  that  is  what  is  said  out 
here  to  account  for  "  no  results  "  after  the  liberation 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  fry  into  a  stream,  but 
there  are  other  reasjus  far  more  likely  than  the 
unsuitability  of  the  water  to  account  for  this  in  my 
opinion. 

The  rainbow  is  beloved  of  the  New  Zealand 
mercantile  late-in-life  angler,  for  the  fish  will  take 
any  bait  at  any  time  and  in  any  state  of  the  water 
and  weather,  and  wnere  they  are  plentiful — as,  for 
instance,  in  the  Waikato  river  or  the  two  streams 
at  Karioi,  and  many  others — it  is  quite  possible  to 
catch  them  with  a  bare  bright  hook,  and  unless  one 
keaps  to  the  fly — an  inch  and  a  half  Silver  Doctor  or 
Jock  Scott  in  a  big  water  will  fill  a  bag — ang'ing 
becomes  almost  monotonous.  I  certainly  never 
imagined  the  day  would  dawn  when  I  should  feel 
pleasure  in  losing  fish  ! 

No  fresh-water  fish  ca  \  be  a  greater  cannibal 
thin  Salmo  irideus.  I  clean  ne  irly  all  my  own  fi;h 
before  sendmg  them  aw  ly  o  ■  smoking  them  and  I 
have  found  trout — ihoir  own  k  n  as  we  1  as  fario — 
repeatedly,  as  well  as  su-h  delicacies  as  rat^,  mite, 
frog-,  crayfish  (nearly  alw  lys),  a  small  bird,  large 
dragon  flies,  and  twice  a  stone  distended  the 
stomach  tightly,  and  could  never  by  any  possibility 
have  passed  through,  and  still  these  two  fish  were 
rolling  fat,  although  only  an  operation  for  appen- 
dicitis could  have  saved  them.  In  captivity  and 
when  the  sexes  are  not  separated  rainbow  trout 
fight  like  demons.  Two  males  get  up  into  a  secluded 


14 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  2,  1904 


ANOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &c. 


"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot," 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frenshai  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  in  Bnglanil. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 


Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream. 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs.  caught 
this  seascHi  to  date. 

May  Fly  now  on  water. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  is  now  added 

to  the  Hotel.  

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  JTrmnsham  Pond.Churt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  JUiddleaex, 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
>'resh  stocked.  850  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizxs  on  FISH : 
Pike,  18  inch.        1      Bream,  10  Inch. 
Chub,  7  inch.               Dace,  6  inch. 
Budd,  6  inch.               Perch,  8  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch.        I      Gudgeon,  4  inch. 
Coarse  Fishing  ojiened  on  June  16.  

TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  lor  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7«.  6d.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8*.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  i?i  lbs. 
GKx>d  lea  flshlng. 

W.  VICKBRY,  Proprietor. 
THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

BIWGWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coapse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards'; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor.  

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  PISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldeb,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


LOCH  MHOR  HOTEL 

STRATHERRICK,  INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

Overlooking;  Loch  Mhor,  600  feet  above  sea  level, 
Viracirig  air,  comfortable  ciuarters,  moderate 
charges. 

Splendid  Trout  Fishing:. 

Vse  of  boat,  and  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  NessjFKBE. 

Telegrams:  " MacGillivray,  Gorthlick."  | 
DONALD  MACGILLIVRAY,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

En   Pension   Tex>ms   only   lOs.  6d.   a.  day. 

NO  EXTRAS. 

ONLY   SIX.   HOURS   FROIMI  H-ONDON. 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.   135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London,  Billiards, 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  pep  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA  FISBING. 


EXTENSiriO   BOATING   AND  SIRING. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


NEinr   FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Peopbietbess. 


LYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 


LYNMOUTH,  DEVON. 


Unrivalled  for  its  home  comforts  and  excellent  cuisine,  and  stands  in  an  ideal 
position.     Good  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Deep-Sea  Fishing.    Boats  and  men  kept. 
Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.    Charges  strictly  moderate. 
Telegrams — "  Valley,  Lynmo0th." 


Please  note  address. 


CECIL  N.  BEVAN,  Proprietor. 


Swag  Hotel  Tenaoni,  WDicesleismfe. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms,  7/6  per  day  inchisive. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  J<'ishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  tlie  Highlands.  Siilendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Ofllce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

HAWES. 

1 3  miles  grood  Trout  Fishing 

on  River  Yore  and  tributaries.  Day 
tickets,  2/-;  weekly,  5/-;  season,  10/-. 
Good    Accommodation    and  Posting. 
Near  Golf  Links.    Terms  Moderate. 
ARTHUR  COMFORT,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  mld«t  of  the  Best  Free  Flihing  for  Tront, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughi 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  U  mllai 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  bis  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater. 
Ing  and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Termi 
on  appUcatlor.    Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TAHKEK8,  Proprietor 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballioa,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  t3  5».  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
OM  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  Gweedore  River  and  famous 
Loughanure.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  best 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horse  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  addeil  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  anrl 
lavatory  complete.  Very  Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR,  THE  HOTEL, 

Vrolly  JKridf/e,  (Jweedorr. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londondepry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furniahed.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5«. 
Boat  and  Man,  ,5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terras  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manaoekbss. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL, 

ERREW,  CROSSMOLINA. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  Shore  of 
Lough  Conn.  Three  minutes  from 
Fishing.  Best  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  Free.  Superior  Catering  and 
Accommodation.  Bath  Rooms.  Suites 
of  Apartments.  Families  specially 
arranged  for.    Moderate  Tariff. 

Apply,  PROPRIETOR. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Fero.v  Fishing  on  upwards  of  IVenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHING   FREE.  FOSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAY. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  &o.  I'irst-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.    With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH,.Proprietor. 


CXJLAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires :  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
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corner  of  the  pond  and  circle  round  and  round 
each  other,  when  every  now  and  then  one  darts  at 
its  opponent's  tail,  and  this  necessary  appendage  is 
— in  the  weakest  fish — soon  reduced  to  a  raw  stump 
of  flowing  sinews.  I  have  watched  them  for  hours, 
and  have  lifted  out  and  buried  many  a  beaten 
warrior.  ^ 

In  the  hatchery  the  ova  of  Salmo  irideus  gives 
very  little  trouble,  while  the  alevins  are  much 
stronger  and  grow  much  faster  than  those  of  the 
same  aged  Saltno  fario.  Our  rainbows  spawn  from 
a  month  to  six  weeks  later  than  our  brown  trout, 
and  this  is  why  in  some  streams  they  have  almost 
exterminated  the  brown  trout. 

In  a  state  of  nature  I  have  noticed  that  the  rain- 
bows spawn  in  much  deeper  water  than  SaZwo  jario, 
and  in  a  shallow  stream  they  make  their  redds  of  a 
different  shape  and  very  much  deeper,  and  in  a 
state  of  nature  a  very  great  percentage  of  these 
must  hatch,  for  I  know  of  streams  where  the  fry 
could  be  caught  in  any  numbers,  and  where  the 
little  fish  remind  one  of  the  swarms  of  minnows 
in  some  of  our  home  rivers.  Mr.  Marston  says  : 
'*  It  would  be  an  interesting  experiment  if  some 
fish  breeder  would  sow  some  redds  with  et/ed  rain- 
bow eggs  to  see  if  they  will  hatch  out."  Why  not  ? 
Wbat  is  going  to  kill  them  ?  Eyed  eggs  hatch  in  a 
few  days.  The  water  flowing  over  them  is  harmless 
unless  tainted  by  chemicals,  etc.  Why  should  they 
die  after  having  successfully  reached  the  "  eyed " 
stage  ? 

Our  fishins  season  commences  on  Oct.  1  and 
closes  on  April  15,  but  the  season  for  rainbow,  and 
in  some  districts  for  brown  trout,  should  not  open 
until  Nov.  1. 

Old  stock  fish — say,  over  four  years — and  those 
hen  fish  which  have  once  escaped  stripping,  are  of 
no  further  use,  and  in  the  case  of  the  latter  I  have 
often  found  the  ova  quite  overgrown  and  adhering 
to  the  ribs  and  intestines,  and  have  caught  wild 
fish  on  the  rod  in  this  state  when  the  old  ova  looks 
for  all  the  world  like  boiled  maize.  Our  hatcheries 
in  New  Zealand  depend  very  much  on  wild  eggs 
taken  from  heavy  fish,  in  the  case  of  Salmo  Jario, 
caught  by  pound-nets  placed  in  the  river. 

Why  has  the  idea  never  struck  an  English  fish 
breeder — namely,  to  get  some  of  our  eggs  from  big 
fish  ;  not  the  migratory  fish  of  the  South  Island, 
which  is  really  a  salmon,  but  our  splendid  brown 
trout,  a  fish  to  which  a  rainbow  is  as  an  Australian 
black  to  Sandow.  The  breed  has  been  away  now 
long  enough  to  be  considered  "  new  blood  "  at  home. 
— Yours  truly,  .  Ernest  Latour. 

Gisborne,  New  Zealand, 
April  28,  1904. 


FISHING  AT  DULVERTON  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you,  or  someone  of  your  readers, 
kindly  teU  me  about  the  trout  fishing  to  be  had  at 
Dulverton  in  Devonshire,  as  I  intend  going  there  in 
Augiist,  and  are  there  any  flies  in  particular  one 
ought  to  fish  ? — Yours  truly,       R.  Peel  Price. 

Llandovery,  S.  Wales. 

[Tickets  for  fishing  about  eight  miles  can  be  had 
at  the  Dulverton  hotels.  Is.  per  day ;  there  is  free 
fishing  also.  But  as  a  rule  August  is  not  a  good 
month,  unless  there  has  been  rain,  as  the  rivers  get 
low  and  bright.  I  have  found  the  Moor  Palmer, 
Sand  Fly,  and  a  Red  Bumble  do  well  on  the  Barle 
and  Exe  in  August,  as  well  as  the  ordinary  duns. 
The  dry-fly  pays  on  the  pools.  The  fish  run  very 
small,  four  or  five  to  the  pound.  Mr.  Heath,  fishing 
tackle  maker,  Dulverton,  would  doubtless  give 
information  if  applied  to ;  he  knows  the  rivers 
well.— Ed.J 


THE  WEED-CUTTING  NUISANCE  ON 
THE  LEA. 

Dear  Sir, — Knowing  that  an  Act  of  Parliament 
was  passed  in  the  year  1876  dealing  with  the  pollu- 
tion of  rivers,  I  should  like  to  know  how  it  is  that 
the  owners  or  lessees  of  the  tributaries  of  the  river 
Lea,  when  cutting  weeds,  are  allowed  to  run  them 
into  the  said  river  (which  is  already  filthy  enough 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ware  and  St.  Margaret's),  to 
become  a  n\iisance  and  obstruction  to  those  having 
charge  of  the  water  lower  down,  obstructing  weirs, 
flood-gates,  and  mill  gratings,  one  miller  to  my 
knowledge  having  to  pay  an  extra  man  and  hire  an 
extra  horse  and  cart  to  clear  and  take  away  weeds 
which  certainly  were  not  cut  by  him  or  within  three 
miles  of  the  mill.  Great  efforts  have  been  mad© 
lately  to  clear  weeds,  etc.,  from  the  river,  but  no 
sooner  do  we  clear  one  lot  away,  than  down  comes 
another  lot  and  makes  things  as  bad  as  ever.  I 
should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  would  insert  this 
letter  in  your  valuable  paper,  so  that  the  facts  may 
be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities, 
and  then  perhaps  the  nuisance  may  be  abated,  if 
not  stopped  altogether. — Yours  truly, 

Db  Facto. 


STICKLEBACKS  NOT  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  a  reservoir  recently  acquired  and 
stocked  for  angling  purposes,  there  are  some  thou- 
sands of  sticklebacks  and  other  small  fry  which  it 
is  desired  to  exterminate. 

Is  it  advisable  to  put  in  a  quantity  of  large  perch 
from,  say.  Sin.  upwards,  or  cun  you  or  any  of  your 
numerous  readers  suggest  any  other  quick  method 
of  extermination  ? 

If  the  perch  will  attain  the  desired  object  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  know  where  the  fish  can  be  pur- 
chased. Thanking  you  for  the  insertion — Yours 
truly,  T.  H.  Drinkwater, 

Hon.  Sec,  Hyde  Onward  A.S. 

[Short  of  draining  the  reservoir  as  dry  as  a  bone 
and  leaving  it  dry  for  a  year,  I  know  no  remedy 
for  sticklebacks.  They  are  more  likely  to  eat  the 
perch  than  the  perch  to  exterminate  them. — Ed.] 


A  70LB.  SEA  EEL— ALUMINIUM  BROGUE 
NAILS.  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  print  of  a  fine  eel 
caught  by  a  trawler  and  brought  in  here  the  other 
day,  weight,  70lb.,  8ft.  long.  A  man  recently  set 
some  nets  in  Pegwell  Bay,  and  caught  in  one  several 
good  bass,  three -white  trout,  lib.  to  Iflb.,  and 
several  grey  mullet.  What  would  the  white  trout 
be  doing  in  these  parts  ?  The  Stour  is  the  only  river 
about,  and  I  am  puzzled  to  know  what  they  were 
after. 

Aluminium  Brogue  Nails. — Quite  a  failure.  I  was 
fishing  in  Ireland  in  April  and  tried  them.  The  nail 
does  not  rust,  and  so  they  draw  out  and  you  lose 
them,  besides  which  they  wear  very  quickly  ;  while 
they  last  they  give  good  hold. 

Dogfish  as  Food. — Among  the  poorer  classes  here 
no  fish  is  in  as  much  request  as  "  dogs."  Perhaps 
you  may  not  know  that  the  rock  salmon  of  the 
London  fishmongers  is  catfish  skinned ! — -Yours 
truly,  Lewis  Longfibld. 

Ramsgate. 

[The  photo  Mr.  Longfield  sends  shows  an  enormous 
conger  eel — what  a  lot  of  turtle  soup  it  would  have 
made,  to  serve  up  with  rock  salmon  !  I  believe  sea- 
trout  are  found  all  along  the  south  coast,  in  fact, 
round  the  whole  British  coast,  more  or  less.  Pro- 
bably Walton's  Fordwich  trout,  caught  just  below 
Canterbury,  is  one  of  the  wandering  salmon  family. 
—Ed.] 


ROACH  SPAWNING  END  OF  JUNE. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  "  late  spawning."  I  have  noticed 
for  nearly  a  week  past  the  roach  in  the  Thames  and 
Severn  Canal,  just  above  Stroud,  are  busily  engaged 
in  spawning  in  the  rushes  and  weeds  under  the 
banks  of  the  canal.  Is  not  this  very  late  ? — Yours 
truly,  F.  A.  Chambers. 

[Roach  often  spawn  as  late  as  this  or  later,  and 
are  rarely  in  condition  on  June  16. — Ed.] 


NON-RISING  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — A  question  which  is  of  interest  to  all 
lovers  of  the  dry-fly  is  the  ever-increasing  tendency 
of  trout  to  forsake  what  should  (from  an  angler's 
point  of  view)  be  their  natural  habit  of  seeking 
their  living  on  the  surface  and  degenerating  into 
bottom  grubbers. 

I  cannot  speak  from  personal  experience  of  those 
highly-favoured  trout  streams  in  the  South  of 
England  where  restocking  has  been  carried  out  on 
a  large  scale,  but  from  frequent  letters  and  river 
repot ts  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  Field  I  think  it 
may  be  fairly  assumed  that  such  a  tendency  is 
a  melancholy  fact.  Even  where  trout  have  not 
decreased,  or  have  increased  in  numbers,  they  do 
not  appear  to  rise  with  the  same  freedom  as  in 
former  years.  It  would  not  be  reasonable  to  ask 
you  to  fall  space  with  such  a  complaint  if  I  did  not 
suggest  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a  remedy,  and 
one  which  might  be  tried  with  little  or  no  extra 
trouble. 

All  restocking,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  been  done 
from  fish  which  have  been  netted  when  ripe  for 
stripping  at  the  very  end  of  the  season.  This  means 
that  generation  after  generation  the  parent  fish 
intended  to  reproduce  a  race  of  fly-feeding  trout 
have  been  carefully  selected  from  the  very  indi- 
viduals which  have  unmistakably  proved  themselves 
to  be  disinclined  to  feed  on  the  surface,  otherwise 
they  would  have  been  unlikely  to  survive  at  the 
end  of  the  summer.  What  would  be  the  general 
opinion  of  a  breeder  of  racing  stock  who  picked  his 
mares  and  sires  for  sedateness  of  pace  ?  and  yet  a 
similar  system  has  been  acted  on  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century  in  trout  culture. 

In  a  river  left  to  nature — as  regards  reproduction 
— it  would  be  bad  enough,  as  the  free  rising  would 
be  constantly  weeded  out,  but  when  man  takes  the 
matter  in  hand  surely  a  little  care  and  forethought 
might  be  expected.    The  remedy  would  be  very 


simple.  Let  an  ample  supply  of  breeding  fish  be 
captured  in  good  time  vnlh  the  fly,  and  kept  in  as  a 
complete  state  of  nature  as  is  compatible  with  ecisy 
access  to  them  when  ripe,  and  let  these  well  disposed 
(Lsh  be  tho  parents  of  our  future  stock. — Yours 
truly.  Green  Wren. 


"  WHY  WON'T  THE  BIG  TROUT  FEED  ? " 

Dkar  Sir, — I  have  just  read  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley's 
letter  in  your  issue  of  June  2.5,  and  feel  somewhat 
amazed  that  he  does  not  "get  at"  tho  reason.  I 
got  at  it  long  ago.  Why,  it  is  just  this.  How  often 
do  we  read  in  your  columns  of  anglers  taking  nice 
little  Thames  trout  of  21b.,  2i\h.,  31b.,  and  .3Jlb., 
and  putting  them  back  ?  Does  anyone  not  quito 
a  fool  mean  to  tell  an  old  trout  angler  of  more  than 
twenty  years'  experience  that  a  sizeable  trout — not 
to  mention  the  big  ones — does  not  know  when  he 
has  been  pricked  or  tried  to  digest  a  mouthful  of 
triangles,  and  that  he  does  not,  especially  after 
half  a  dozen  such  experiences,  "  get  the  hang  of 
the  thing,"  and  not  only  remember  but  remember 
both  the  appearance  of  the  tackle  and  the  experience 
for  a  very  long  time  ?  And  this  sort  of  thing  is 
constantly  recurring.  The  wonder  to  me  is  that 
Thames  trout  fishers  get  any  trout  at  all.  Surely 
reason  and  common-sense  are  on  my  side  when  I 
dogmatically  affirm  that,  while  there  may  be  other 
reasons,  this  is  undoubtedly  the  chief  one.  I  wonder 
Mr.  Wheeley  did  not  "tumble  to  it"  before.  I 
had  a  dozen  and  a  half  the  other  day — but  not 
where  the  big  ones  lie  —  several  miles  out  of 
Falmouth,  amid  most  lovely  scenery  and  surround- 
ings. I  wish  you  an  ardent  angler's  best  good 
wishes  for  a  rattling  good  season  and  many  a  tight 
line. — Yours  sincerely,  G.  F.  Cook. 

P.S. — And  what  about  those  that  manage  occa- 
.sionally  to  break  away,  and  carry  the  tackle  about 
hanging  from  their  jaws — a  veritable,  shall  I  say, 
"peripatetic"  advertisement  to  their  friends  of 
what  has  befallen  them. 

[Mr.  Cook  gives,  of  course,  a  very  good  reason 
why  big  Thames  trout  are  shy,  but  it  does  not 
explain  why  they  seem  to  be  much  more  so  than 
in  former  and  even  recent  years.  My  idea  is  that 
they  are  rather  less  numerous.  I  doubt  if  they  are 
much  harder  fished  for  than  formerly.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  Thames  would  afford  fine  trout 
fishing  for  fish  of  all  sizes  if  there  were  any  induce- 
ment to,  put  trout — say,  two-year-olds — into  the 
river  in  sufficient  numbers.  There  would  be  if  a 
twelve-inch  fish  was  legal  tender,  as  it  is  in  most 
other  rivers.  With  the  present  limit  very  few  fish 
live  to  become  sizeable,  as  the  jack  and  perch 
recognise  no  limit  so  long  as  they  can  get  outside 
of  it.  Consequently  Thames  trout  are  like  mile- 
stones— few  and  far  between — and  life  is  too  short 
to  give  the  necessary  time  required  to  fish  for  them, 
not  to  mention  catching  any. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  LOUGH  NEAGH— THE 
WALL  FLY. 

Dear  Sir,— The  letter  of  "J.  M. "  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  June  25  induces  me  to  write  to  you  on  a 
subject  which  I  have  often  thought  over — namely, 
systematic  trout  fishing  in  Lough  Neagh. 

As  "J.  M."  says,  99  per  cent,  of  the  trout  caught 
are  taken  by  nets,  probably  100  per  cent.  Nearly 
sixty  years  ago  the  lough  was  fished  by  an  English 
gentleman  with  cross  lines,  and,  I  think,  spinning 
baits,  but  since  then  I  doubt  if  the  lake  itself  has 
ever  been  given  a  fair  trial. 

Of  course,  some  of  your  readers  may  turn  up 
their  orthodox  noses  at  the  idea  of  cross-lining 
being  even  a  form  of  sport,  but  considering  the  huge 
extent  of  the  lake,  and  the  utter  ignorance  of  the 
res-idents  on  the  banks  of  any  means  of  taking  trout 
except  with  nets,  the  only  chance  of  ever  intro- 
ducing rod  fishing  in  any  form  would  be  to 
thoroughly  exploit  it,  in  the  first  instance  with  cross 
lines  and  trolling. 

As  far  back  as  1888  I  was  living  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  rigged  up  a  cross  line  and  took  out  a 
licence  for  it.  I  cannot  say  that  the  results  were 
very  encouraging,  but  I  did  catch  a  few  trout  of  a 
little  over  lib.  I  found  that  I  had  not  time  at  my 
disposal  to  "learn  "  the  proper  places  to  fish,  and  I 
also  found  it  difficult  to  get  anyone  to  fish  the 
cross  line  with  me.  This  was  at  a  part  remote  from 
Toome,  and  the  local  men  on  whom  I  had  to  rely  as 
boatmen  seemed  to  know  absolutely  nothing. 

I  am  confident  that  if  an  experienced  fisherman 
devoted  a  couple  of  months  to  working  the  place 
systematically  with  a  cross  line  and  baits  he  would 
meet  with  his  reward,  and  find  that  trout  could  be 
caught,  and  large  ones,  too.  Some  of  the  Toome 
boatmen  (the  Mcllroys,  for  example)  would  be  the 
men  to  employ.  The  lough  is  full  of  most  likely 
rocky  shallows,  but  the  extent  is  so  great  that  a 
short  experience  would  be  of  Uttle  or  no  value. 

"J.  M."  has  fallen  into  a  few  trifling  errors.  I 
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think  the  roach  which  he  caught  were  rudd,  which 
take  the  place  of  roach  in  Ireland. 

The  pollan  are  a  species  of  Coregonus,  and  I 
have  been  told  that  they  are  shipped  to  England 
and  pold  as  grayling.  They  are  not  bad  if  eaten 
within  an  hour  of  coming  out  of  the  water,  but 
after  that,  to  my  mind,  they  are  nasty,  something 
like  a  soft,  tasteless  trout.  The  natives  have  a 
theory  that  a  big  feed  of  pollan  (pronounced 
"pullen")  makes  them  sleep.  .  I  cannot  say  I  was 
ever  tempted  to  test  the  theory. 

There  is  no  rise  of  Green  Drake  on  Lough  Neagh, 
though  I  have  seen  a  few  specimens  late  in  the  year, 
but  the  trout  took  no  notice  of  them.  I  hope  that 
someone  may  give  this  fine  sheet  of  water  a  fair 
trial. 

I  wonder  if  "  Benwyan  "  would  be  so  very  kind 
as  to  let  me  have  a  pattern  of  his  Wall  Fly.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  get  a  satisfactory  copy.  The 
best  hackle,  by  far,  for  the  purpose  is  the  tail 
feather  of  the  ruby-throated  humming  bird.  The 
bodies  on  the  Bann  are  of  different  colours — green, 
brown,  and  orange. — Yours  truly, 

Gbeen  Wren. 
[I  am  afraid  that  Irish  anglers  who  have  been 
fighting  for  years  against  the  otter  and  cross  line 
on  largo  Irish  ljughs  will  see  nothing  but  danger  in 
"Green  Wren's  "  suggestion.  If  found  to  answer, 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  prevent  the  general 
adoption  of  those  unfair  methods  of  angling,  and 
the  last  state  of  Lough  Neagh  would  be  worse  than 
the  first  probably. — Kd.] 


A  RECORD  PIKE? 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  25, 
your  correspondent,  Tom  Clarke,  tells  of  a  pike, 
381b.  6oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  Miller  in  Lough  Conn. 
As  I  understand  from  Mr.  Jardine,  "John  Bicker- 
dyke,"  and  other  writers,  that  the  record  pike  is 
only  371b. — that  is  absolutely  authenticated  beyond 
doubt — I  think  it  would  be  well  if  your  corre- 
spondent were  to  furnish  details,  corroboration,  etc., 
so  that  this  new  record  may  be  placed  beyond  doubt. 
To  lovers  of  records  the  matter  is  of  some  import- 
ance.— Yours  truly,  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 

[In  the  report  referred  to,  Mr.  Tom  Clarke  says : 
"  Mr.  Sanders  got  six  salmon  in  seven  days,  average 
40lb."  I  expect  this  was  a  slip  of  the  pen  for  total 
weight,  401b.,  as  the  fish  were  probably  grilse — in 
any  case,  even  the  Sliannon  could  not  give  such  an 
average  as  401b.  each  for  six  consecutive  captures  of 
salmon. — Ed.] 


LIMIT  OF  SIZE  OF  THAMES  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  long  advocated  the  reduction 
of  the  Thames  limit  for  fly-caught  fish,  and  have 
spoken  on  this  subject  at  more  than  one  meeting 
of  anglers,  particularly  at  the  meetings  of  the  Lower 
Thames  Restocking  Society,  so  it  is  not  a  question 
of  getting  me  on  your  side.  I  have  been  there  all 
the  tiine  !  But  I  strongly  object  to  fish  under  the 
present  limit  of  sixteen  inches  being  retained  when 
caught  on  any  other  bait  or  l  ire  than  the  fly. 
Regarding  colour  of  rods,  you  kindly  inserted  a 
letter  on  this  subject  from  the  writer  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Oct.  27,  1894,  ataid  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
Bubj'^ct  is  cropping  up  again.  What  we  want  is  an 
invit-ible  rod  and  invisible  tackle.  The  puzzle  is,  How 
are  we  going  to  get  it  ?  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  made 
me  a  lovely  dark  green  *'  Houghton  "  rod  years  ago. 
This  rod  was  each  a  conundrum  to  one  gillie  that 
he  cut  a  piece  out  of  it  to  see  what  i';  was  made 
of.  This  must  be  true  for  the  "nick"  is  there 
still. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  H.  Wheeley. 
[I  fear  Mr.  Wheeley  will  not  get  Thames  anglers 
generally  to  subscribe  to  put  in  trout  for  the  benefit 
of  fly  fishers.  I  should  like  to  see  every  amjler  who 
caught  a  trout  of  a  foot  in  length  in  the  Thames  to 
be  able  to  keep  it  if  he  wished  to  do  so. — Ed. J 

PROPOSED  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Dear  Sir, — -As  the  coarse  fishing  season  has  just 
opened,  it  is  thought  by  a  number  of  anglers  in 
Southwark  and  its  vicinity,  that  the  present  is  a 
fitting  occasion  to  form  a  society  having  for  its 
object  the  pronnotion  of  angling  in  a  true  '  portsman- 
like  sense,  c  imbined  with  sociability.  The  promot- 
ing partii  8  have  formed  themselves  into  a  co mmittee, 
pro  iem.,  and  make  the  following  recommendations 
lor  the  government  of  the  proposed  new  socit  ty  : — 

1.  The  sociotv  lo  be  named  "The  Southwark 
Social  Anglt-rs." 

2.  The  members  to  fish  private  or  public  waters 
at  will,  weigh  in  for  special  prizes  in  accordance 
with  a  codo  of  rules  to  bo  hereafter  drafted,  but  in 
which  gross  weights  of  merely  sizeable  measurements 
will  be  entirely  ignored  ;  the  prizes  in  all  cases  being 
given  for  good  specimens  in  their  various  classes, 
etc.    Particulars  of  the  proposed  scheme  for  prize 


fishing  will  be  submitted  at  the  first  general 
meeting. 

3.  In  order  to  provide  funds  for  a  suitable  and 
substantial  prize  list,  irrespective  of  prizes  that  may 
be  offered  by  non-members,  it  is  proposed  to  make 
the  subscription  two  shillings  a  month,  payable  in 
advance.    The  membership  to  be  limited  to  forty. 

4.  A  starling  silver  cup,  of  at  least  £5  in  value, 
will  be  given  for  the  best  set  of  specimen  fish 
(heaviest)  taken,  by  a  member  during  the  season, 
one  fish  of  each  species  only  to  count  to  each 
member, 

.').  Members  will  be  encouraged  to  make  them- 
selves proficient  ia  fly  cisting,  and  with  that  object 
in  view,  a  prize  or  prizes  will  be  offered  for  the 
capture  of  trout  or  coar'e  fish  with  the  artificial  fly. 

().  Proposed  that  a  social  supper  and  concert  be 
held  once  a  month  throughout  the  year,  or  at  such 
periodical  times  as  mutually  agreed  upon. 

The  first  general  meeting  for  the  formation  of  the 
proposed  society  will  be  held  at  the  Duke  of 
Wurtemburg,  Hatfield  -  street,  Stamford  -  street, 
Blackfriars,  S.E.,  on  Wednes  lay  evening,  July  13, 
chair  taken  at  8.30  prompt,  to  which  meeting  all 
interested  in  the  movement  are  cordially  invited. — 
Yours  truly,         J.  DEPLiDCiE,  hon.  sec,  pro  tern. 

22,  Roupell-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E. 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTL.\ND  IN 
AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  anxious  to  get  some  sea-trout 
fishing  in  the  north  of  Scotland  during  Au  .'ust,  but 
I  do  not  want  t)  pay  a  long  price  for  it.  I  should 
be  very  grateful  if  you  or  any  of  your  reeiders  could 
give  me  any  information  which  would  help  me. — 
Yours  truly.  Podge. 

TO  CLEAR  A  POND  OF  WEEDS. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents inform  m^  the  best  way  to  clear  a  large 
pond  of  weeds  '!  It  varies  ir.  depth  from  about 
18  feet  to  4  feet. — Yours  truly,  Vivin. 

Southampton  Piscatorial  Society. 

[It  is  practically  impossible  to  clear  such  a  pond 
of  weeds ;  the  only  thing  to  do  is  to  cut  them  down 
as  much  as  possible,  and  by  far  the  best  and  cheapest 
machine  I  have  ever  seen  is  that  made  by  Mr.  Percy 
Wadham,  Waltondale,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight — 
there  was  an  illustration  of  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  June  18.  It  will  cut  the  weeds  down  to  about 
8  feet :  they  then  float  and  can  be  raked  off. — Ed.] 


TRANSPLANTING  MAY  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wish  to  try  the  experiment  of 
introducing  May  Fly  into  water — the  upper  part  of 
the  Kennet — in  which  it  is  now  unknown.  Will 
you  kindly  inform  me  the  right  time  of  year  to  do 
this  ?  I  have  access  to  any  quantity  of  the  mud 
containing  the  larva — What  is  the  best  modus 
operandi  for  its  removal  ? 

I  wrote  you  a  short  time  since  re  the  capture  of  a 
rainbow  trout  which  I  thought  had  travelled  ten 
miles  upstream.  You  were  quite  right,  however,  in 
your  remark  that  this  was  unlikely,  for  on  further 
inquiries  I  find  that  two  years  ago  some  yearling 
rainbow  escaped  from  a  private  pond  into  the  stream 
about  a  mile  below  where  I  caught  mine.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipat'on  of  your  kindly  answering  my 
queries  re  May  Fly. — Yours  truly, 

Marlborough,  VVilts.  John  Russell. 

[I  think  that  Mr.  Russell  cannot  do  better  than 
consult  the  Manager  of  the  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
Critchm-^re,  Haslemere.  T  recently  got  from  him 
nearly  a  qua'ter  of  a  million  May  Fly  eggs  which  I 
gave  to  Miss  Davies,  in  th-i  hope  that  they  may  hi 
the  means  of  establishing  the  May  Fly  on  Lake 
Vyrnwy.  Some  time  in  the  eighties  I  tnink  it  was 
Major  Turle  transplanted  a  lot  of  May  Fly  larvae 
from  one  part  of  the  Test  to  another  early  in  the 
year,  and  I  believe  that  the  fly  appeared  all  right, 
but  am  not  sure  that  it  continued  to  appear  in  later 
years.  If  Major  Turle  sees  this  perhaps  he  will 
kindly  tell  us.— Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  PORTRUSH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  extremely  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  correspondents  would  let  me  know 
what  fishing  there  is  to  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Portrush.  I  shall  have  to  stay  there  for  two  or 
three  weeks  in  September  next,  and  should  like  to 
have  a  little  fishing  if  possible. — -Yours  truly, 

Withington.  Brom  Took. 

["  Hi  Regan,"  in  "  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in 
Ireland,"  says  :  "  At  Portrush  there  is  a  capital 
hotel,  and  the  landlord  can  arrange  to  get  fishing  in 
the  Bann  on  easy  terms  for  visitors.  Salmon  are 
plentiful  in  the  Bann  at  times,  and  the  brown  trout 
are  numerous  and  run  large.  The  sea  fishing  is 
good." — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  THAMES  NEAR  KEW 
BRIDGE. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  just  moved  to  Chiswick,  I 
should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  could  tell  me  if  it  is  any  use  fishing  the 
Thames  just  above  Kew  Bridge.  Any  information 
will  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly,  ' 

B.  Chambers. 

FISHING  AT  ULLSWATER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  propo.sing  to  spend  a  few  weeks 
at  Ullswater.  Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  any  information  with  regard  to  the  fishing  to  be 
had  there,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Arthur  R.  Handley. 

FISHING  AND  SHOOTING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Mallard's  "  and 
"  Philo's  "  queries  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  18, 
very  kindly  permit  me  to  say  that  I  can  set  both  of 
these  gentlemen  up  in  all  they  want.  The  former 
within  a  trifle  of  over  fifty  miles  of  Cork,  vid 
Limerick,  either  by  rail  direct  or  bicycle — trout, 
grilse,  pike,  rudd,  etc.,  galore  ;  and  the  latter  ditto, 
with  neatly  equipped  fishing  and  shooting  loiltre 
within  easy  distance.  If  I  do  not  bring  hirn 
("  Mallard  ")  into  the  thick  of  the  snipe,  duck, 
golden  plover,  rabbits,  a  few  packs  of  grouse,  etc., 
my  name  is  not  Hurley. 

If  both  gentlemen,  or  others,  would  favour  me 
with  their  names  and  addresses,  I  should  be  happy 
to  forward  further  particulars. — Yours  truly. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Co.  Clare,  Ireland. 

AN  ANGLING  SOCIETY  IN  SOUTH 
HAMPSHIRE. 

Dear  'Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Paterson's 
inquiry  re  an  angling  society  in  the  south  of 
Hampshire,  I  should  be  pleased  to  forward  him 
particulars  of  the  Southampton  Society. — Yours 
truly,  Frank  V.  Bagshaw. 

Bellevue,  Southampton.  (Hon.  Sec.) 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  AXE  IN 
SEPTEMBER. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  any  information  about  the  salmon  fishing 
in  the  Devonshire  Axe  in  September  ?  Are  any 
tickets  issued,  or  are  there  any  hotels  that  have 
water  ?  Is  there  a  good  chance  of  getting  a  few 
salraoa  or  peal  if  the  water  is  ia  condition  ? — Yours 
truly,  A.  N.  P. 


LIMIT  OF  WEIGHT  IN  SALMON  ROD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  glal  to  see  that  the  committee 
of  the  casting  tournament  have  made  a  limit  of 
52oz.  for  the  18ft.  rod.  It  is  not  such  a  limit  as 
most  sportsmen  would  have  liked,  but  still  it  is  a 
limit,  and  for  that  much  thanks.  The  usual  weight 
of  18ft.  rods  is  from  40oz.  to  45oz.,  the  latter  being 
a  very  powerful  rod,  and  more  than  most  men  can 
use  with  comfort.  Personally,  I  use  a  "  Champion  " 
rod,  cane  built  with  ster-l  centre,  of  39oz.  (not 
including  the  rubber  button),  and  with  this  rod  I 
can  do  almost  anything.  In  making  the  limit  of 
52oz.  one  is  confronted  with  the  question  as  to 
whether  it  conforms  to  Rule  15,  "that  ther  d  must 
he  a,  bona  fide  fishing  rod."  I  contend  that  it  does 
not,  and  that  anything  over  45oz.  cannot  be  con- 
sidered a  fi  shing  rod. 

I  write  this  in  no  carping  spirit,  and  am  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the 
committee,  wh )  have,  I  think,  done  their  work  very 
wjll  indeed  with  this  exception. — Yours  faithfully, 
John  James  Hardy. 

[Among  others,  I  asked  two  firms  of  the  very 
highest  standing  as  makers  of  greenheart  salmon 
rods,  Messrs.  Farlow  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch.  what 
an  18ft.  greenheart  rod  weighs  as  a  rule.  Messrs. 
Farlow  said  :  "We  have  weighed  two  18ft.  green- 
heart fly  rods  and  find  that  each  rod  scaled,  as  near 
as  possible,  45oz."  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  says:  "In 
answer  to  yours.  I  have  weighed  many  of  my  salmon 
rods  in  stock ;  the  most  powerful  ones  I  have  in  the 
place,  suitable  for  the  larg'^st  rivers  and  the  largest 
fish,  weight  21b.  14oz.  I  would  say  31b.  is  an  ample 
limit ;  by  mducing  the  weight  of  the  fittings  anyone 
could  make  a  very  thick  rod.  You  should  say  all 
rods  must  be  doub  e  brazed,  waterproof,  fitted 
rubber  or  wood  button,  and  properly  finished — I 
mean  by  this,  varnished,  which  adds  to  the  weight. 
I  would  appoint  an  experienced  salmon  angler  to  go 
over  all  the  rods  and  reject  any  rods£hat  were  made 
only  for  casting  a  long  line,  and  unsuitable  for 
salmon  fishing." — Ed  ] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'cloch  on 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 

A  Telegram  from  Norway. 
Mr.  Edward  Sturdy  sent  me  this  telegram  on 
July  6  from  Bolstad:  "Weather  rainy,  unsettled. 
Sport  improved  and  pleasant.'' 

The  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  at  the 
Crystal  Palace,  July  22  and  23. 

The  preliminary  programme  of  the  above  can  be 
had  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  the  hon.  sec,  Duloe 
House,  LeytoDstone.  Mr.  Emery  will  be  glad  to 
supply  entry  forms  to  all  intending  competitors, 
and  begs  they  will  enter  as  soon  as  possible,  as  by 
80  doing  they  will  greatly  assist  the  committee  in 
making  the  final  arrangements. 

Rod  for  August  Wanted. 
In  the  course  of  a  chat  with  Mr.  Basil  Field  the 
other  day  he  told  me  that,  having  been  disappointed 
in  some  arrangements  for  fishing  in  Ireland,  he  is 
now  looking  out  for  a  bit  of  trout  or  grayling  fishing 
for  the  month  of  August.  If  anyone  has  a  rod  to 
let  for  that  month  they  might  communicate  direct 
with  Mr.  Basil  Field  to  36,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 
London.  Mr.  Field  tells  me  that  he  never  saw 
such  a  poor  rise  of  May  Fly  on  the  Test,  near 
Mottisf  ont,  as  this  year,  but  he  got  some  very  good 
trout  with  small  fly. 

The  Markad  Salmon — a  Slaney  Fish— Doubles 
its  Weight  in  Twelve  Months. 

Mr.  F.  L.  Guilbride  writes  ; — 

"Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  my  note  of  last 
week  re  marked  salmon  I  can  give  yoa  the  following 
particulars.  The  fbh  wa?  marked  as  a  kelt  in 
March,  1903,  by  Mr.  J.  Sim,  head-keeper  to  Mr.  R. 
W,  Hall- Dare,  Newtownbarry  House.  Its  weight 
was  than  only  lUb.,  and  length  thirty-one  inches, 
io  thit  daring  the  fourteen  months  it  had  increased 


151b.  in  weight,  but  only  five  inches  in  length.  As 
far  as  I  can  ascertain  the  fish  was  in  good  condition 
when  captured  in  May.  It  is  a  pity  that  wo  do 
not  hear  of  more  marked  fish.  This  is,  I  think, 
the  only  one  recorded  on  the  Slaney  out  of  a  large 
number  liberated.  —Yours  faithfully, 

"Newtownbarry."  "F.  Langfokd  Gtjilbride. 

It  must  have  been  an  exceptionally  thick  fish  if 
it  weighed  26lb.  and  was  thirty-six  inches  in  length. 
Possibly  the  dimensions  were  not  very  carefully 
taken. 


If  any  reader  of  this  note  who  is  an  auctioneer 
and  surveyor  is  in  want  of  an  assistant,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  recommend  a  young  friend  who  has  had 
two  or  three  years'  experience  in  the  business. 

Success  Claimed  for  Salmon  Culture  in  America. 

There  is  a  very  interesting  and  significant  para- 
graph in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  United  States 
Fish  Commissioner  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 1903. 
It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  by  many  of  our 
readers  that  last  year  there  were  a  good  many 
references  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  the  question, 
"  Is  artificial  salmon  culture  a  success  ?  "  and  the 
practical  result  of  it  all  was  that  it  seems  impossible 
to  get  any  absolutely  satisfactory  proof  as  to  salmon 
culture  having  resulted  in  increasing  the  supply  of 
grike  and  salmon.  The  report  describes  how  in 
some  years  as  many  as  seventy-five  million  salmon 
eggs  have  been  taken  from  wild  fish  and  hatched. 
This  means  about  21,000  quarts  of  eggs. 

5000  FlNGERLING  SALMON  MARKED. 

Here  is  a  most  interesting  paragraph  in  Dr. 
Jordan's  report.  After  referring  to  the  terrible 
over-fishing  of  the  Pacific  Coast  salmon  fisheries,  he 
says : — 

"  It  is,  therefore,  no  wonder  that  artificial  propa- 
gation on  a  large  scale  is  imperatively  demanded  in 
the  western  salmon  streams,  and  is  actively  urged 
and  highly  commended  by  fishermen,  canners,  busi- 
ness men,  and  the  pubUc  at  large.  The  beneficial 
influence  of  the  work  of  the  Government,  supple- 
mented by  that  of  the  three  coast  States,  has  been 
unmistakable  in  some  sections,  and  can  not  be 
doubted  in  general ;  but  it  has  net  often  been  pos- 
sible to  distinguish  definitely  the  increase  due  to 
natural  from  that  due  to  artificial  propagation ; 
recently,  however,  some  striking  evidence  of  the 
benefits  arising  from  the  hatchery  operations  has 
come  from  the  experimental  marking  of  young 
salmon  before  liberation.  Thus,  a  lot  of  5000  finger- 
Hngs  incubated  at  the  Clackamas  (Oregon)  station 
in  1896  were  released  after  being  marked  in  such  a 
way  that  they  could  be  recognised  if  again  caught. 
In  1898  375  of  these  marked  fish,  averaging  27lb., 
were  caught  in  the  Columbia,  and  five  in  the  Sacra- 
mento, and  in  the  two  following  seasons  probably 
seventy  more  were  taken,  the  aggregate  weight  of 
the  salmon  known  to  have  been  recaptured  being 
not  less  than  10,0001b. 

"  The  outcome  of  this  experiment  is  of  extraordi- 
nary significance.  It  means  that  for  every  thousand 
fingerling  salmon  hatched  and  liberated  by  the  Fish 
Commission  on  the  Columbia,  20001b.  of  adult  fish 
were  caught  for  market  two,  three,  and  four  years 
later.  Let  us  reduce  this  to  a  financial  basis  and 
see  what  a  striking  exhibit  is  made.  The  total 
expense  to  the  Government  of  hatching  and  planting 
salmon  is  under  $1  per  thousand  fish  of  the  size  in 
question  ;  the  value  of  the  resulting  salmon  caught 
by  the  fisherman  is,  at  a  very  reasonable  estimate, 
5  cents  per  lb.,  or  *100  for  the  20001b.  actually 
taken.  It  is  not  claimed  or  expected  that  such 
extraordinary  results  are  regularly  attained,  but,  if 
the  average  outcome  is  only  one-tenth  as  large  as 
shown  by  these  figures,  then  the  salmon  work  of  the 
Commission  is  yielding  an  actual  money  return  of 
1000  per  cent,  per  annum.'- 

HOW  WERE  THE  SALMON  FiNaBRLINGS  MARKED  ? 

It  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Jordan,  the  U.S.  Fisheries 
Commissioner,  says  that  in  1896  5000  fingerUng 
salmon  were  marked  in  such  a  way  that  they  could 
be  recognised  if  again  caught,  and  that  as  a  matter 
of  fact  375  of  these  marked  fingerhngs  were  caught 
in  1898,  when  they  averaged  271b.  each.  I  have 
written  to  Dr.  Jordan  to  ask  if  he  will  kindly  send 
us  full  details,  because  if  he  has  not  been  deceived 
by  those  who  gave  him  the  information,  this  is  the 
most  encouraging  fact  in  the  history  of  salmon 
culture  that  has  ever  been  published.  It  ia  usually 
said  that  you  cannot  mark  samlets — that  is,  finger- 
,  ling  salmon — but  here  we  are  told,  on  the  authority 


of  the  U.S.  Fish  Commissioner,  that  they  can  be  80 
marked  that  they  can  be  identified  two  years  later, 
and  when  weighing  on  an  average  ticerdy-aeven 
pounds.  Dr.  Jordan  will  place  all  interested  in  fish 
culture  under  obligation  to  him  if  he  will  give  us 
full  details  as  to  how  the  mark  was  made  and  it« 
appearance  on  the  big  fish. 

Fifty  Thousand  Salmon  Fry  for  the  Spey. 

The  Fishirvg  Gazette  reported  recently  that  from 
50,000  to  70,000  six-week-old  salmon  fry  from  the 
Duke  of  Richmond's  salmon  hatchery  were  turned 
into  the  Spey.  It  is  a  national  misfortune  that  of  the 
many  thousands  of  milUons  of  salmon  fry  which  have 
been  turned  into  rivers  from  hatcheries  in  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  past  fifty  years  or  more  no  737-00/ 
appears  to  exist  of  the  return  of  a  single  fish.  It  is,  of 
course,  probable  that  many  have  returned  as  grilse, 
and  it  is  " supposed and  "presumed"  that  they 
do  so,  but  I  know  no  evidence  which  would  satisfy 
a  judge  and  jury,  or  even  a  jury  alone,  as  to  any 
practical  good  resulting  from  all  this  planting  of 
millions  of  fry ;  even  when  yearlings  have  been  put 
in  the  positive  results  are  little  if  any  better.  In 
view  of  the  unquestionable  and  reasonable  doubt 
as  to  the  value  of  salmon  culture.  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  would  do  grand  service  to  the 
cause  of  pisciculture  if  he  would  have  a  few  thousand 
samlets  kept  till  they  are  a  year  old  and  then  marked. 
As  I  have  mentioned  in  the  previous  "note,"- 
the  United  States  Fish  Commission  claims  to  have 
marked  5000  fingerling  salmon  so  that  they  could 
be  identified  two  years  later,  when  they  weighed  on  ' 
an  average  27lb.  If  the  Americans  can  do  it,  we 
can  do  it ;  in  fact,  Izaak  Walton's  work  proves 
clearly  that  samlets  were  marked  in  his  day.  They 
were  naturally- bred  samlets  marked  with  a  coloured 
silk  string  or  ribbon,  and  I  believe  floss  silk  would 
be  an  admirable  mark  to  use  for  fry  or  yearlings. 

Great  Cod  caught  at  Great  Depths. 

From  an  interesting  note  in  the  American  Fishing 
Gazette,  which  is  an  excellent  trade  paper  devoted 
to  commercial  fishing,  I  learn  that  just  now  the 
fishing  off  the  Canadian  banks  is  exceptionally 
laborious  because  of  the  great  depth  at  which  the 
cod  are  found.  The  best  fish  are  found  far  dowTi — 
great,  large-flaked,  thick-fleshed,  small-paunched 
fellows.  They  are  drawn  up  by  main  strength,  but 
are  usually  dead,  or  nearly  so,  by  the  time  they  are 
hauled  to  the  surface,  owing  to  the  difference  in  the 
pressure  of  the  water.  Their  tremendous  gilLs  show 
what  prodigious  quantities  of  water  they  have  to 
breathe  out  to  obtain  their  air  supply  at  the  great 
depth  at  which  they  five.  It  is  probable  also  that 
they  derive  nomishment  from  minute  marine 
organisms  they  strain  out  of  the  water  as  it  pours 
through  their  gills.  Some  of  the  men  beheve  that 
these  great  cod  are  of  a  different  variety  from  the 
smaller  ones  commonly  caught  in  shallower  water. 
They  are  not  dainty  feeders  by  any  means.  On  the 
smaller  boats  the  bait  is  not  always  very  well  pre- 
served, and  is  at  best  an  odd  lot  of  smaU  herrings, 
ends  of  meat,  chopped  dogfish,  young  devil-fish,  and 
other  odds  and  ends  found  in  the  pound-nets.  But 
the  big  fellows  take  it  all  the  same,  and  when  the 
location  is  well  chosen  come  up  heaving  and  panting 
every  time  the  hook  is  thrown  out.  Their  omni- 
vorous voracity  is  almost  incredible.  Bits  of  leather, 
marUne-spikes,  iron  bolts,  a  ball  of  twine,  leaden 
sounding  plummets,  hoofs  of  deer  are  among  the 
curious  things  which  dissection  shows  some  of  them 
to  have  gathered  in.'i 

Italian  Vocabulary  of  Fish  and  Fishing. 

The  "Tipografia  FratelU  Gach,"  of  Rome,  is  pub- 
Ushing  in  twenty-five  parts  a  general  vocabulary 
of  fish  and  fishing,  giving  the  words  relating  to 
the  subject  in  the  different  Italian  dialects.  The 
price  is  10  Ura,  or  about  8s.,  for  the  complete  work. 

Hints  for  Wading,  etc. 

On  the  chance  of  their  being  found  useful  by 
others  I  give  a  hint  or  two  about  wading.  Use  a 
pair  of  smooth,  soft  merino  socks  next  the  skin  and 
then  the  thick  knitted  socks.  I  have  often  heard 
anglers  complain  of  tender  feet  from  wading,  and 
no  wonder  if  they  wear  ribbed  socks  which  print 
their  pattern  in  marks  all  over  the  feet  and  congest 
the  blood-vessels.  Boracic  ointment  is  invaluable 
for  tender  feet;  a  bottle  of  "New  Skin "  is  most 
useful  for  blisters — also  for  waterproofing  straw  and 
other  similar  bodies  of  flies— or  a  cut  when  shaving. 

R.  B.  iUESfON, 

£2] 
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"WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON   AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Gben. 


(Continued  from  page  4.) 

The  hour  has  struck,  and  we  fishermen  are  all 
punctual  to  the  breakfast  that  is  to  precede  the 
drawing  for  beats.  The  absence  of  rain  during  the 
night  and  the  previous  day  has  given  the  river  the 
time  necessary  to  trim  itself  into  perfect  order. 

There  were  six  of  us  interested ;  consequently 
the  river  was  divided  into  that  number  of  shares, 
each  consisting  of,  or  containing,  four  to  six  pools. 
It  was  noticeable  that  some  were  expressing  a  i)re- 
ference  for  the  lower  beats,  while  othersjwould  wish 
to  have  the  middle  portions.  I  was  hoping  to  get 
mj'  order  for  the  upper  pools,  to  which,  as  I  knew 
from  long  experience,  the  first  shoals  of  salmon 
invariably  hasten.  There  raaj'  be  doubters  of  this 
theory — indeed,  I  know  there  are  to  any  theory 
concerning  this  fisb.  I  think  myself  justified  in  my 
opinion  inasmuch  as  1  have  found  this  to  be  the 
case  on  all  the  rivers  I  have  fished,  and  it  is  parti- 
cularly noticeable  that  in  the  Tay  first  successes  are 
not  in  the  lower  reaches,  not  in  the  main  river  at  all, 
in  fact,  but  as  far  up  in  one  of  its  branches  as  Glen 
Lyon,  where,  as  early  as  Jan.  15, 1  have  often  taken 
fish  which,  to  all  appearances,  had  not  been  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  away  from  salt  water.  Long 
ago  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there  is  such 
order  in  the  proceedings  of  these  animals,  while  in 
fresh  water,  as  leaves  no  room  for  doubt  that  Nature 
has  definitely  designed  for  the  more  vigorous  early 
comers  to  travel  on  and  up,  while  the  later  arrivals, 
fatter  and  more  fully  developed,  take  easier  journeys, 
and  to  the  fattest,  fullest  and  latest  are  assigned  the 
most  easily  reached  lower  beds. 

Although  there  can  le  few  anglers  who  have  had 
more  opj)ortunities  of  studj'ing  the  habits  of  salmon, 
or  more  love  in  pursuing  that  study,  than  I  have, 
yet  I  speak  about  the  fish  "  with  bated  breath  and 
Avhispered  humbleness."  My  experience  reaches 
back  to  long  before  the  time  when  these  fish  did  not, 
so  wiseacres  said,  feed  in  fresh  water.  I  was  cer- 
tainly a  little  upset  by  this  pronouncement,  for  I 
had  seen  them  feed,  and  had  more  than  once  been 
compelled  to  cut  my  worm-baited  hook  from  the 
depths  of  their  gullet. 

In  the  great  controversy  that  arose  on  the  subject 
the  "  feeders  "  held  the  upper  hand,  until  a  pro- 
fessor got  hold  of  a  fish,  examined  it.  and  said  that 
feeding  in  fresh  water  on  the  part  of  a  salmon  was 
an  impossibiUty  owing  to  certain  excremental  dis- 
abilities that  the  fish  had  to  submi|  to  on  its  entrance 
to  fresh  waters.  I  never  think  of  this  opinion  of  the 
professor  without  being  reminded  of  the  wild  cats 
of  Scotland,  which  are  said  to  have  become  awfully 
wild  because  of  the  same  imperfection  in  their  cor- 
poral economics. 

I  do  not  really  desire  to  lessen  my  readers' 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  learned  professors,  unless 
it  be  when  they  have  been  compelled  to  give  them 
forth  on  subjects  of  which  they  know  nothing  before 
a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  which 
perhaps,  nay,  probably,  knew  less.  Their  Lord- 
ships, in  1860,  desired  Professor  Quekett's  ideas  on 
the  salmon,  and  he,  amid  his  other  judgments,  was 
of  opinion  that  salmon  travel  some  distance  along 
the  coast,  and  probably  into  deep  water,  in  search 
of  the  ova  of  the  echinus  or  sea-urcliin.  Professor 
Huxley  disagreed  with  this  view  as  regards  the 
nature  of  their  sea  food,  and  preferred  to  beUeve 
that  it  consists  chiefiy  of  a  numerous  class  of  small 
creatures — entomostracous  Crustacea  —  found  in 
semi-solid  masses  upon  the  sea's  surface.  Dr.  Knox, 
on  the  other  hand,  considered  that  their  food  must 
consist  of  the  ova  of  various  kinds  of  star-fish.  Put 
concisely,  then,  we  must  imagine  a  menu  for  salmon 
thus — ova  of  sea-urchins,  insect  soup,  and  star-fish 
roe.  This  would  seem  to  be  diet  for  toothless  fish, 
and  not  for  such  a  robust  feeder  with  such  powerful 
serrated  jaw  as  the  salmon  has,  which,  when  he 
seizes  your  gudgeon  or  sprat,  often  makes  mince- 
meat of  it. 

However,  it  matters  not  much,  particularly  now, 
which,  if  either,  of  these  learned  authorities  be  right 
as  to  their  food  at  sea.  Our  immediate  concern  is 
as  to  what  they  take  most  readily  while  in  the  Glen 
river. 

The  answer  to  the  question  can  be  given  without 
hesitation — "  Worms  and  flies,"  or,  more  properly, 
"'Flies  generally ;  worms  when  the  water  is  much 
diBcoloured." 


The  best  flies  are  the  Claret  Jay,  Black  Jay,  Fiery 
Brown,  The  Childers,  and  Durham  Ranger.  I  am  a 
firm  beUever  that  the  size  of  my  flies  has  had  much 
more  to  do  with  my  success  than  pattern  or  colour. 
Of  course  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  is  need  for 
care  in  selecting  the  colours  that  experience  teaches 
us  are  most  fikely  to  be  attractive  under  the  peculiar 
conditions  of  the  moment  as  to  sky  and  water.  I 
have  also  good  reason  for  my  faith  that  while  two 
flies  may  be  exactly  alike  in  appearance  while  in 


ticular  in  the  selection  of  your  winch.  Let  it  be  a 
light  one— not  necessarily  of  small  barrel — or  you 
may  put  everything  out  of  balance  and  proportion." 

My  desire  for  an  up-river  beat  was  not  gratified 
on  this  occasion.  On  the  contrary,  I  had  to  be 
satisfied  with  No.  1,  which  commences  at  the  Tidal 
Pool,  where  I  saw  a  number  of  salmon  that  were 
evidently  in  too  great  a  hurry  to  even  notice  what 
I  had  to  offer.  I  headed  them  off  at  the  "  Junction 
Pool,"  'and  was  in  time  to  see  them  at  "  The^  Leap.' ' 
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"  Up  Amongst  the  Mountains." 
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your  hand,  they  are  something  very  different  while 
being  worked.  Choose  the  most  lively  then,  and  let 
it  be  on  a  No.  8  Limerick  for  the  salmon  and  a  No.  10 
for  the  white  trout. 

The  majority  of  my  readers  need  only  to  be  told 
that  the  river  can,  in  most  places,  be  covered  by  a 
moderate  cast,  and  that  the  fish  seldom  exceed  101b., 
and  are  most  frequently  between  6lb.  and  Sib.,  to 
know  what  to  select  for  use. 

I  found  my  14ft.  whole-cane  grilse  rod,  20oz.  in 
weight,  by  Ogden  Smith,  Avith  a  fine  just  sufficiently 


Then  I  hurried  to  the  "  Gravel  Pool,"  where  a  run- 
ning fish  flopped  over  my  dropper  and  got  caught 
in  the  tail  by  the  larger  fly.  I  was  not  the  richer 
for  this  experience,  except  that  he  hastened  my 
movements  to  "  Mickey  Harvey's  Pool,"-  where  he 
made  a  leap  and  got  clear. 

I  wa.s  equally  unsuccessful  in  the  "  Frank  Paddy,'' 
the  "  John  Bug's,"-  and  the  "  Bridge  "  Pools,  and 
as  by  this  time  I  was  close  to  the  hotel  1  ven- 
tured in  with  the  hope  of  hot  luncheon.  Here 
was  not  disappointed,  and,  while  smoking  a  cigar 
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'Without  One  Single  Landing-Place  foh  a  Net." 


[  W.  K.  Geen. 


light  not  to  overweight  it,  an  efficient  and  enjoyable 
instrument  for  the  work  I  had  to  do.  The  use  of 
implements  of  just  adequate  weight  and  strength 
adds  immensely  to  the  pleasure  of  sport,  and  a  rod 
of  the  length  and  weight  I  have  mentioned,  which 
vibrates  to  the  last  inch  of  the  butt  at  each  cast, 
will  be  found  quite  capable  of  mastering,  in  skilful 
hands,  the  largest  Glen  fish  ;  while  should  it  be  but 
a  small  one  that  comes  on,  you  will  not  be  deprived 
of  pleasure  by  a  non-sensitive  medium. 

To  the  beginner  I  will  venture  to  add ;  "  Be  par- 


afterwards,  the  news  came  to  me  that  fish  wero 
being  taken  in  the  liigher  reaches.  I  returned  to  the 
river  with  the  determination  of  giving  my  attention 
to  the  white  trout,  and  I  was  rewarded  with  quite 
a  nice  bit  of  sport  and  a  creel  of  fish. 

Ten  salmon  were  brought  in  that  day,  var5ang  ia 
weight  from  5lb.  to  101b.,  and  many  exciting  tales 
were  told  of  bigger  ones  lost. 

On  the  following  day  I  worked  upwards  past 
"  Paddy's  Pool "  to  the  "  Long  Pool,"  where  1 
caught  my  first  fish  and  rose  another.   I  also  got 
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one  in  "  Wee  Bridge  Pool,'!  and  rose  two  other  fish 
in  "  John  Vredean  Pool.'- 

In  addition  to  the  two  salmon,  I  got  several  large 
,  vfidtc  trout :  so  that  I  had  quite  a  pleasant  day. 
and,  I  am  pleased  to  add.  everyone  else  had  been  as 
succes.sful,  or  more  so,  than  I  had  been. 

There  are  some  splendid  pools  for  sport  in  the 
third  and  fourth  day's  beats  on  tliis  pretty  river,  and 
should  you  find  them  in  ply,  it  would  be  notliing 
wonderful  for  you  to  get  half-a-dozen  or  more  fish. 
Even  in  No.  6  beat  there  are  some  most  useful  pools, 
in  T\hich,  when  the  water  is  low,  you  wll  be  sure  to 
see  a  number  of  salmon  ;  and,  when  there  has  been 
rain,  you  are  certain  to  get  rare  fun,  for,  when  they 
are  hooked,  they  rush  up  and  down  from  pool  to 
pool. 

My  gilhe  wa^  more  at  home  on  the  river  than  on 
the  sea.  He  appeared  to  ha\-e  quite  an  affectionate 
knowledge  of  each  pool,  which  caused  him  to 
approach  them  with  tender  tread,  bated  breath, 
and  wonderful  expectation.  It  helps  to  keep  you 
cheerful  when  your  man  is  so  brimful  of  hope  ;  he  is 
really  worth  a  trifle  more  per  day  to  men  who,  like 
myself,  dishke  a  face  that  turns  their  breakfast  sour. 

Billj-'s  cheerfulness  was  not  the  only  help.  He 
prompted  me  with  the  nicest  care  to  each  hkelyspot, 
and  once,  when  I  had  risen  a  fish  at  the  brink  of  a 
fall  rested  it  and  risen  it  again,  and  again,  he 
explained  to  me  that  I  had  failed  to  hook  the  fish 
because  it  had  not  a-s  yet  been  able  to  quite  reach 
the  fly,  and  that,  to  enable  it  to  do  so,  the  fly  must 
go  over  the  fall,  which  would  cause  it  to  return  by 
a  slightly  different  route.  I  handed  him  the  rod 
the  better  to  show  me  ;  he  made  a  cast  and  got  the 
fish.   Billy  is  clever  with  the  rod. 

There  is  not  a  single  pool  in  all  the  river  but  what 
can  be  fished  either  up  or  down.  For  trout  you 
would  most  frequently  fish  up  and  for  salmon  down, 
but  there  are  times  when  you  may  with  profit  wade 
up  behind  a  shy  salmon  and  cast  your  lure  as  deU- 
cately  as  you  can  just  beyond  his  nose,  showing  him 
the  fly  only.  Should  he  accept  your  offer,  remember 
that  your  Qy  is  not  a  luscious  morsel  that  will  please 
his  palate  and  then  be  swallowed  ;  strike  quickly, 
as  you  may  safely  do  when  taking  him  from  behind. 
It's  very  different  when  fishing  down ;  then  you 
should  invariably  wait  unfU  you  feel  the  tug.  I 
know  it  is  a  great  temptation  when,  just  as  the  fly 
comes  round  to  meet  the  stream,  you  see  a  boil  that 
tells  the  fish  has  risen  ;  but  please  do  not  strike ; 
he  has  missed  or  declined,  and  may  come  again 
almost  instantly. 

I  must  not  omit  mention  of  the  Owenwee  river, 
which  flows  out  of  Lough  Oona  and  joins  the  Glen 
just  as  that  river  empties  itself  into  the  bay.  It  is 
about  five  miles  in  length,  and  offers  a  splendid  day's 
fishing  to  those  who  like  to  fish  upwards  from  pool 
to  pool  until  the  river  becomes  a  mere  overflow  from 
a  lake  or  lakes  that  are  stocked  with  fish.  Both 
salmon  and  white  trout  run  up  this  river,  but  not 
in  such  numbers  as  up  the  Glen.  I  have  not  fished 
all  the  lakes,  but  I  saw  fish  that  had  been  taken 
from  Loughs  Aura,  Oona,  and  Divna,  and  I  got, 
myself,  quite  a  nice  basket  from  Lough  Agh,  which 
is  up  amongst  the  mountains  that  overlook  the  sea. 
Be  careful  when  intending  a  visit  to  this  lake  to 
bring  plenty  of  provisions,  for  it  is  hunger- provoking 
in  the  extreme,  and  a  day  spent  there  wiU  ensure  a 
night's  dreamless  sleep. 

•My  son  gave  his  attention  to  fishing  the  lakes 
and  taking  photos  with  a  newly-made  friend,  who 
had  a  rod  and  camera.  I  was  not  jealous,  at 
least,  not  very. 

That  the  fish,  while  in  the  Glen  river,  have  a 
prosperous  time  is  shown  by  the  wonderful  records 
of  takes  both  by  anglers  and  netsmen. 

It  requires  some  knowledge  of  the  wonderful 
reproductiveness  of  the  salmon  to  be  able  to  credit 
the  numljer  of  fish  taken  during  the  past  season,  and 
to  those  recorded  must  be  added  numbers  of  others 
that  were  taken  by  those  who,  for  obvious  reasons, 
did  not  speak,  except  perhaps  to  their  confessors,  of 
their  secret  captures. 

Salmon  come  into  the  bay  with  the  flow  of  the 
tide,  keeping  to  the  centre  until  they  reach  the  river, 
when,  if  Uie  falls  be  negotiable,  all  is  well ;  but,  if 
not,  they^ave  to  return  to  the  sea,  which  they  in- 
variably do  by  a  course  which  takes  them  round 
one  or  other  of  the  sides,  and,  as  the  nets  are  set 
juttmg  out  from  the  shore  so  as  to  thwart  this,  a 
thinning  of  the  shoals  takes  place  at  each  of  their 
attempts. 

The  whole  of  these  nets  in  the  bay  are  worked  by 
Sir  James  Musgrave's  men,  who,  while  I  was  there, 
took  as  many  as  624  fish  in  one  day. 


The  fish  taken  by  the  fishermen  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  bay,  while  not  quite  a  secret,  is  not  so  easily 
ascertainable,  but  I  was  present  at  the  emptying  of 
a  grand  haul  of  eighty-seven. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  rocky  coast  rises 
direct  from  deep  water,  and  so  care  and  skill  are 
required  to  gather  in  such  a  quantity  without  loss. 
The  difficulty  of  getting  this  vast  mass  of  fish  into 
the  boat  requires  that  every  man  of  the  crew  should 
know  his  work  and  do  it  at  the  right  moment.  One 
fish,  finding  its  way  out  round  an  insufficiently 
splashed  corner,  may  be  followed  by  all  the  others. 

The  fact  of  the  sea  being  bound  in  by  an  almost 
perpendicular  wall  without  one  single  landing- 
place  for  a  net  has  made  these  men  adepts  in  the 
needed  method,  and  when  once  the  word  "  fish  " 
is  uttered  everything  proceeds  at  lightning  speed, 
yet  faultlessly. 

Wherever  the  owner  of  a  river  himself  holds  and 
works  the  main  net  fishery  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  consequence  to  him  that  the  greatest 
possible  number  of  fish  that  the  river  can  find 
healthy  accommodation  for  should  be  allowed  to 
ascend  ;  so  anglers  in  all  such  cases  have  the  fullest 
justification  for  expecting  sport.  There  are  no 
traps  to  stop  the  fish  here ;  so,  given  a  spate, 
all  is  well. 

i  add,  with  pleasure,  that  there  is  not  a  river  that 
I  have  fished  in  during  my  many  visits  to  Ireland 
that  is  so  well  looked  after  as  this.  The  head  keeper 
and  Mr.  Walker,  our  host,  are  real  enthusiasts,  who 
will,  as  I  proved,  watch  through  the  long  hours  of 
the  night  to  make  a  capture  of  poachers — they  said 
it  was  a  duty  and  looked  quite  pleased  and  excited. 
But  that  is  a  story  to  be  told  in  connection  with  the 
pros  and  cons  generally  of  the  still  far  too  prevalent 
practice  of  fish  poaching  in  Ireland. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOUENAMENT  AT  THE  CEYSTAL 
PALACE,  JULY  22  AND  JULY  23. 


NOTICES  OF  TOURNAMENT  PRIZES. 
Messes.  Ogden  Smith,  of  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde 
Park  Corner,  write:  "Dear  Sir, — We  have  much 
pleasure  in  sending  a  prize,  value  £2  2s.,  which  we 
should  prefer  given  to  the  Trout  Fly  Casting 
(Amateurs).  We  wish  the  tournament  every 
success. — Yours  truly,  Ogden  Smith."  The  prize 
Messrs.  Ogden  Smith  send  is  one  of  their  first-rate 
"  On  Sight "  dry-fly  boxes,  with  about  ten  dozen 
grand  flies  on  eyed  hooks.  The  winner  of  this 
prize  will  have  very  good  reason  to  be  pleased 
with  himself. 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson,  Ltd., 
of  37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G.,  send  as  prizes  a 
pair  of  waterproof  fishing  trousers,  value  49s.  6d., 
and  a  pair  of  their  non-shpping  pike  boots;  The 
trousers  are  of  their  celebrated  No.  1  Gold  Medal 
quaUty,  and  will  stand  the  hardest  wear.  As  it  is 
most  essential  to  comfort  and  safety  that  wading 
trousers  should  fit  easily,  Messrs.  Anderson  have 
kindly  promised  to  change  for  a  larger  or  smaller 
size  if  those  they  have  sent  do  not  fit  the  winner; 
The  pike  boots  I  can  strongly  recommend — in  fact. 
I  think  I  suggested  the  special  grooving  of  the  soles 
and  nails  in  heels  to  prevent  slipping,  and  for  all 
kinds  of  fishing  where  only  a  knee  boot  is  wanted 
they  are  most  comfortable; 

Messrs.  Foster  Bros.,  of  Ashbourne,  send  two 
of  their  "  Acme ' '  reel  lines  for  fly  fishing,  namely, 
a  fine  double-taper  .30yd.  and  a  medium  double- 
taper  40yd.  The  original  "Acme",  line  brought 
out  in  the  early  eighties  was  first-rate,  I  never  had 
a  better;  then  they  went  off  in  quality  of  the 
dressing,  which  stuck  the  coils  together,  and 
several  anglers  asked  me  how  Mr.  Senior  and  I 
could  recommend  such  a  line.  After  many 
attempts  carried  over  some  years,  Messrs.  Foster 
succeeded  in  returning  to  the  original  make,  and 
for  sometime  past  the  "Acme"  lines  I  have  had 
from  them  have  been  quite  as  good  as  the  original. 
All  fly  lines  in  my  opinion  should  be  lubricated 
now  and  then.  One  of  the  best  things  I  know  is 
"Gishurstine,"  which  is  a  grand  waterproof 
dubbing  for  leather  boots,  and  answers  admirably 
for  reel  lines:  it  preserves  the  dressing,  reduces 
friction,  and  greatly  aids  in  shooting  the  line.  I 
much  prefer  it  to  red  deer  fat. 

Messrs;  Grant  and  Son,  of  Maidstone,  have  sent 
I  va  a  sample  of  their  special Sportsman's  U  brand 


of  cherry  brandy,  of  which  they  are  giving  a  case 
as  a  prize,  and  it  may  safely  be  said  that  the 
winner  of  this  case  will  be  well  set  up  with  a  very 
pleasant  excuse  ifor  a  thirst;  It  is  good  filling  for 
the  angler's  flask,  and  will  be  appreciated  under 
any  conditions — when  sport  is  bad  to  wish  for 
luck,  and  when  good  to  drink  the  health  of  the 
captives  in ;  it  is  good  in  summer  with  all  kinds  of 
aerated  waters,  and  comforting  in  winter;  It 
would  probably  take  first  prize  in  any  competition 
for  the  best  nectar  instituted  by  the  ancient  gods 
or  modern  mortals; 

Messrs.  J.  C.  Cording  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  19, 
Piccadilly,  and  55,  St.  Jamcs's-strect,  send  as  a 
prize  a  pair  of  their  £3  10s.  thigh  boots  for  wading, 
made  of  rubber  proof  sateen,  with  the  foot  covered 
in  leather  as  regards  the  sides  and  front.  These 
boots  are  admirably  made  in  every  respect,  and  of 
the  best  possible  q  uality  of  material ;  they  are  also 
of  handsome  appearance  and  wonderfully  light. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  praise  them  too  highly, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  Messrs.  Cording  will  change 
them  if  the  fortunate  winner  finds  the  size  not 
quite  right.  R.  B.  M; 


MOKE  JOTTINGS. 


Tup's  Indispensable. 

In  answer  to  "Enquirer,"  though  I  know  the 
dressing  of  this  fly,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  dis- 
close it ;  but  "  Enquirer "-  can  get  the  genuine 
article  of  the  inventor,  Mr.  R,  S.  Austin,  19,  Gold- 
street,  Tiverton. 

Flashing  Fly  Rods; 

It  seems  to  be  generally  assumed  that  to  colour  a 
rod  green  is  the  best  method  of  suppressing  the 
flash."  Unfortunately,  makers  all  insist  on  putting 
a  high  glaze  varnish  on  all  rods  plain  or  coloured, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  a  coloured  rod  will  often 
flash  as  much,  or  nearly  as  much,  as  a  self-coloured 
rod;  The  best  colour  I  ever  had  for  a  rod  was  a 
heron  blue;  Fish  seemed  absolutely  unable  to  see 
it,!  I  have  waved  it  over  the  head  of  a  trout  within 
a  few  inches  without  disturbing  him;  Messrs; 
Farlow  sold  me  a  greenheart  rod'  so  coloured  in 
1887;  I  had  a  split  cane  similarly  coloured  by 
Messrs;  Hardy  a  year  or  two  later,  but  they  put  on 
the  usual  high  surface,  and  the  flash  was  little 
diminished;  Moreover,  the  colouring  added  appre- 
ciably to  the  weight  of  the  rod,  and. was  no  im- 
provement to  its  balance^  So  when  I  had  the  rod 
revarnished  it  was  not  recoloured;  I  do  not  blame 
Messrs;  Hardy,  because  an  impervious  varnish  is 
essential  to  the  life, of  a  split  cane  rodj  A  green- 
heart  is  different;  On  the  subject  of  flashing  I 
may  say  that  on  a  bright  day  I  have  seen  a  brother 
angler's  gut  cast  flashing  a  mile  away; 

Double  Hooked  Flies; 
Mrj  E;  Mj  Tod  would  limit  the  size  of  these 
doubles  to  at  most  0;  I  have  found  No;  1  size 
useful  in  Germany  and  in  Norway;  I  am  promising 
myself  the  trial  of  No;  3  and  4  for  March  Browns 
and  such  flies  in  fast,  bright^  water  when  a  com- 
paratively small  fly  with  a  good  hold  is  requiredi 
I  hope  some  anglers  visiting  Norway  in  search  of 
trout  this  season  will  give  the  plan  a  trial  and 
report  the  result  in  the  Fishing  GazettCi 

A  Capital  Rise; 
I  think  it  is  Mr;  F;  M;  Halford  who,  in  one  of 
his  books,  tells  of  an  angler  who  returned  from  a 
day's  fishing  on  the  Itchen  to  report  "  the  most 
astonishing  rise  of  Pink  Wickhams."  A  Bucking- 
hamshire river  appears  to  have  been  the  scene  of 
something  scarcely  less  remarkable,  for  I  see  that 
these  columns  report "  a  capital  rise  of  Olive  Quills." 
May  I  be  permitted  to  supplement  this  information 
by  stating  that  July  is  the  time  when  a  good  hatch 
of  Coachmen  may  be  expected  on  the  Crystal  Palace 
Pondsj 

Rings  on  Rods.; 
Undoubtedly  the  effect  of  rings  on  rods  is  to 
distribute  the  strain,  and  the  more  rings  there  are 
the  more  perfectly  the  strain  will  be  distributed) 
On  the  other  hand,  rings  may  be  so  numerous  as 
to  disturb  the  balance  and  to  impose  unnecessary 
friction  on  the  line;  Every  rod  is  a  compromise, 
and  the  maker  can  only  do  his  best  to  get  that 
combination  which  gives  best  distribution  of  strain 
with  least  disturbance  of  balance  and  least  needless 
frictionj  I  think  fewer  rings  than  are  at  present 
used  would  hardly  be  an  advantage. 

Val  Gonsoni 
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"FISHING  AND  TEAVEL 
SPAIN."  * 


IN 


The  bareness  of  the  hills  and  the  tropical  heat  of 
the  sun  in  tlic  south  of  Spain  keep  the  little  rivulets 
down  to  the  size  of  mere  brooklets  from  the  time 
when,  at  the  melting  of  the  snows  in  early  spring, 
they  run  for  a  few  weeks  or  days  as  foaming  and 
iinfishable  torrents.  Consequently,  though  trout 
are  plentiful  enough  in  some  of  the  higher  waters, 
they  run  very  small,  and  give  no  sport  worth  the 
trouble  of  a  long  and  difficult  journey.  The  case 
is  different  in  the  northern  provinces,  where  a  great 
and  well-wooded  mountain  range,  continuing  from 
the  western  Pyrenees,  runs  parallel  with  the  coast, 
rises  into  sierras  in  the  province  of  Leon,  and  ends 
by  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  in  the  peaks  and 
passes  of  Galicia.  In  this  latter  province,  which  is 
the  Wales  of  Spain,  the  streams  are  full  and  swift, 
nor  when  the  summer  comes  do  they  dry  in  their 
channels  like  the  rivers  of  the  south,  where  the 
bed  of  the  raging  river  of  March  is  transformed  in 
August  to  a  roadway,  with  heavy»  carts  and 
carriages  lumbering  axle-deep  through  its  yellow 
sands. 

This  very  interesting  book,  though  it  makes  no 
profession  to  be  a  general  fishing  guide  to  the 
Peninsula,  but  only  deals  with  the  personal 
experiences  of  the  author  and  his  wife,  suppHes  a 
great  want,  for  the  literature  of  Spanish  travel  and 
sport  has  been  hitherto  practically  a  blank  as 
regards  fishing.  Ford  is  in  this  respect  inaccurate, 
and  now  somewhat  out  of  date,  and  even  O'Shca, 
who  in  his  time  knew  Spain  and  the  Spaniards 
well,  and  wrote  one  of  the  most  interesting  of 
guide-books,  says  that  "the  fishing  rod  is  unknown 
in  Spain." 

The  author  seems  to  have  found  the  best  sport, 
at  least  as  regards  large  trout,  on  the  Sil,  at 
Matarosa,  in  the  province  of  Galicia.  Indeed,  he 
admits  that  in  the  heavy  water  of  that  river  the 
hsh  were  too  much  for  the  small  flies  and  gossamer 
casts  with  which  he  was  furnished,  and  the  natives 
(for  once  in  a  way  rod  fishermen  by  avocation)  did 
far  better  with  twenty-foot  bamboos  and  very 
stout  casts  of  many  large  flies.  In  such  cases  a 
two-handed  rod  and  flies  of  sea-trout  size  and 
jiattern  are  recommended  to  future  visitors.  He 
also  tried  the  Ason,  near  Santander,  and  found  the 
trout  therein  full  of  strength  and  the  gamest  of 
fighters,  and  he  fished  the  Pas  in  the  same  province, 
the  Bidasoa,  near  Irun,  in  Navarre,  and  the  Minho,, 
both  on  its  head-waters  in  Gahcia  and  its  lower 
reaches  in  the  north  of  Portugal.  The  only 
element  of  failure  was  an  attempt  to  catch  shad  in 
the  Guadalquivir,  below  Seville. 

Mr.  Gallichan's  list  of  recommended  flies  is  as 
follows  : — Blue  Dun,  two  sizes  ;  March  Brown,  two 
sizes ;  Olive  Dun ;  OUve  Dun,  hackle  dressed ; 
Orange  Dun,  hackle  dressed;  Wickham's  Fancy; 
Red  Quill  Gnat;  Stone  Fly;  Black  Gnat;  Whirhiig 
Blue  Dun ;  Partridge  and  Green  Body ;  Teal  and 
Green  Body;  Dark  Yellow  Partridge.  The  last 
three  should  be  sea- trout  or  loch  size. 

The  natives  fish  with  coarse  home-made  flies  and 
a  few  of  foreign  (probably  French)  manufacture, 
but  they  often  prefer  the  natural  creeper. 

It  is  interesting  to  find  that  though  netting  is  in 
most  places  the  I'ecognised  method  of  capture,  and 
though  poaching  is  rife,  the  worst  form  of  poaching 
— dynamiting — is  prohibited  under  very  severe 
penalties  by  the  Fishery  Law  of  1895,  and  is  now 
little  practised,  and  that  pollution  of  streams  is  rare 
save  in  the  mining  districts.  Salmon,  unfortunately, 
suffer  severely  from  over-netting,  poaching,  and 
the  capture  of  parr  on  their  way  to  the  sea,  but 
Mr.  Gallichan  thinks  that  with  adequate  protection 
few  rivers  in  Europe  could  vie  with  the  Minho  in 
the  production  of  salmon.  The  close  season  for 
both  salmon  and  trout  is  from  Aug.  1  to  Feb.  15, 
the  season  it  will  be  observed  being  earher  than  in 
England,  and  the  autumn  run  of  salmon  and  sea 
trout  (if  there  is  any)  being  presumably  of  little 
account. 

Mr.  GalUchanrecommends  a  fishing  trip  in  Spain  on 
the  following  grounds :  Good  sport ;  absolute  change 
of  scenes ;  and,  finally,  great  cheapness.  A  fishing 
licence  costs  five  pesetas  (or  about  3s.  in  EngUsh 
money),  and  apparently  it  holds  good  for  the  whole 
country.     Board  in  the  village  fondas  runs  aa 


*  "Fishing  and  Travel  in  Spain,"  by  W.  M, 
Gallichan  ("Geoffrey  Mortimer"),  London:  F.  E, 
Robinson  and  Co.,  20,  Great  Riiesell-street,  W.C. 


low  as  five  pesetas  a  day.  The  gillies  when 
asked  what  wages  thej' expect  may  probably  reply, 
"  Nada,"  which  literally  means  "  nothing  at  all,"- 
but  may  be  taken  to  signify,  "  Whatever  the  gentle- 
man likes  to  give."  A  peseta  or  two  will  suffice 
for  a  man,  and  less  for  a  chico  or  small  boy.  They 
will  probably  bring  their  country-made  rods  along, 
and  try  a  little  fishing  on  their  own  account. 

Quite  apart  from  its  merit  as  a  contribution  to 
sporting  literature,  this  unpretending  little  book 
gives  a  charming  picture  of  a  picturesque  and  little 
known  country  and  a  most  interesting  people  as 
seen  from  that  inner  side  which  is  hidden  from 
those  tourists  who  merely  follow  the  beaten  tracks 
that  lead  to  great  cities.  It  is  illustrated  with  some 
capital  snapshots  from  the  camera  of  Mrs.  Gallichan, 
who  accompanied  her  husband  in  his  tours,  and 
whose  fishing  costume  was  a  perpetual  source  of 
amazement  to  the  unsophisticated  natives.  The 
volume  is  nicely  got  up  and  clearly  printed.  It  will 
make  a  desirable  addition  to  the  angler's  library 
for  home  reading,  and  it  is  not  too  cumbrous  for 
the  portmanteau  of  the  tourist  in  Spain. 


THE  MEMOEIAL  TO  E.  D.  BLACK- 
MOEE,  ANGLEE,  AND  AUTHOE 
OF  "  LOENA  DOONE." 


FINAL  MEETING  OF  THE  COMmTTEE. 


At  a  final  meeting  of  the  R.  D.  Blackmore 
Memorial  Committee,  held  at  Stationcr.s'  Hall  on 
June  24,  1904,  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  said  ho  had  been  requested  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  Mr.  James  Baker,  to  read 
the  following  letter  from  that  gentleman :  — 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Owing  to  a  sudden 
change  of  service  to  Ostend  I  have  been  obliged  to 
leave  England  by  the  1.25  train  instead  of  the  5.33 
this  afternoon  as  arranged;  and  so  with  intense 
regret  am  unable  to  take  the  chair  at  the  final 
meeting  oi  the  R.  D.  Blaokmore  Memorial  Com- 
mittee. In  spite  of  many  obstacles  and  hindrances 
to  a  successful  issue  of  our  work,  I  thinlc  all  who 
visit  the  memorial  to  R.  D.  Blackmore  in  Exeter 
Cathedral  will  say  the  monument  and  window  are 
a  worthy  memorial  to  so  great  a  writer,  and  none 
who  were  present  at  the  unveiling  will  forget  the 
quiet  simplicity,  and  expressive  dignity  of  the 
service  and  ceremony,  and  our  most  sincere  and 
hearty  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chapter  of  Exeter, 
and  most  especially  to  Dean  Earle,  for  their,  and 
his,  keen  interest  in  the  work,  and  loving  care  that 
the  ceremony  should  be  fitting  to  the  memory  of 
one  who  wrote  to  better  his  fellow-man  ;  and  as  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  acting  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  may  I  say  how  much  we  are  all  indebted 
to  you  as  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  for  all  the 
vast  amoxmt  of  work  that  has  fallen  to  your  pen, 
and  that  you  have  so  willingly  and  generously 
accomplished.  I  know  so  well  the  vast  corre- 
spondence you  have  had  to  get  through,  and  not 
only  our  thanks,  but  the  hearty  thanks  of  the 
subscribers  are,  indeed,  due  to  you. 

"  With  regard  to  the  balance  in  hand,  we  cannot 
do  better  than  devote  it,  as  originally  suggested  by 
you,  to  the  Pension  Fund  of  the  Authors'  Society, 
which  grants  pensions  to  authors  whose  work  has 
been  of  value,  but  who,  after  the  age  of  sixty, 
have  fallen  on  evil  days. 

"Again  expressing  my  regret  that  I  am  so  sud- 
denly prevented  being  present  to  say  good-bye  to 
the  committee. — I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  "James  Baker. 

"  GUfton,  June  23,  1904.'.i 

Other  letters  of  regret  at  inabiUty  to  attend 
having  been  read,  Mr.  Marston  presented  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  (a 
summary  of  which  is  given  below).  Mr.  Herbert 
Morrah  proposed  that  the  statement  of  account  of 
the  fund,  as  submitted  by  the  hon.  treasurer  and 
certified  by  the  hon.  auditor,  Mr.  F.  H.  Tod,  C.A., 
bo  accepted,  and  that  the  balance  of  £20  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  pension  fund  of  the  Authors' 
Society,  as  suggested  in  the  first  circular  issued  by 
the  Committee.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Mackenzie  Bell,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Marston  then  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harry 
Hems,  the  sculptor,  explaining  that  the  alteration 
of  the  word  "  with "-  into  "and  "  in  the  first  line  of 
the  inscription  on  the  marble  tablet  had  been  made 
in  such  a  way  as  not  in  the  least  to  injure  the  work. 


It  was  also  mentioned  that  the  photographic  repro- 
ductions did  not  do  justice  to  Mr.  Hems's  very 
successful  medaUion  portrait  in  marble. 

Hearty  votes  of  thanks,  proposed  by  Mr.  G.  EJ 
N.  Ryan  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Herbert  Morrah,| 
were  passed  to  the  Stationers'  Company  for 
kindly  granting  the  committee  the  use  of  their 
Hall,   to  Mr.  James  Baker,  for  his  services  as 
chairman  and  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  unveiling 
ceremony,  and  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  hon. 
secretary  and  hon.  treasurer,  who  replied,  and  the 
meeting  then  terminated. 
Summary  of  Statement  op  Account  of  the  , 
R.  D.  Blackmore  Memorial  Fund. 
Dr.  £  5, 

Printing  circulars,  notices,   etc.,  and 

addressing  "      . .        . .        . .        . .    24  7 

Postages,  stationery,  and  miscellaneous 

expenses         . .       . .       . .       . .    20  8 

Cost  of  the  marble  memorial  and'stained 

"lass  window    . .        . .        . .        . .  1 G8  13 

Balance  given  to  the  Pension  Fund  of 

the  Authors'  Society  . .       .,.       . .    20  0 


Cr. 

By  Subscriptions,  as  per  lists  published 
in  the  Publishers'  Circular  of 
November  9  and  December  7,  1901, 
March  1,  1902,  and  June  4,  1904     . . 

[Note. — The  total  of  suVjscriptions  ac- 
knowledged in  the  P.O.  was  £233  1».  (id., 
})ut  $  50  roceived  from  Amorica,  ac- 
knc)wledgod  ns  £1 5,  realised  £15  7s.  4d., 
tliu.s  increasing  the  total  by  Is.  4d.] 
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"THE  MIGHTY  MAHSEEE  ANI 
OTHEE  FISH;  OE,  HINTS  TC 
BEGINNEES  ON  INDIAN  FISH 
ING,"  BY  SKENE-DHU.* 

The  claims  which  this  book  advances  ar 
briefly  cheapness  and  originality,  while  disclaimini 
exhaustiveness  and  technical  accuracy.  It  is  onl 
fair  to  review  it  on  the  basis  of  its  own  claims,  no 
expecting  of  it  what  it  does  not  profess  to  give. 

As  to  cheapness,  the  preface  runs :  "  Of  the 
small  and  cheap  books  on  angling,  which  are  so 
numerous  and  so  helpful  to  the  novice  at  home,  out 
here  there  are  none."-  That  end  it  presumably  i 
meets,  for  it  is  a  thin  book  of  ninety-three  pages 
octavo,  of  good  sized  type,  with  a  liberal  margin, 
so  that  it  should  be  fairly  cheap,  though  the  price 
at  which  it  is  offered  does  not  appear. 

As  to  the  claim  to  originaUty,  the  preface  runs 
again :  "  It  is  simply  composed  from  a  few  notee 
made  by  the  author  and  his  friends."  Thereon  we 
naturally  expected  notes  on  matters  not  to  be 
found  in  "The  Rod  in  India,"-  "Tank  Angling." 
"  North  Punjaub  Fi.shing  Club  Angler's  Handbook,'^ 
of  which  the  author  says :  "  The  above  three  books 
should  be  in  every  Indian  fisherman's  library."- 
The  reader  shall  judge  for  himself  if  the  author  has 
fulfilled  the  promise  of  his  preface— to  wit,  a  book 
"simply  composed  from  a  few  notes  made  by  the 
author  and  his  friends.'* 

At  page  9,  line  7,  he  writes :  "  Was  it  not  Dr. 
Johnson  who  defined  fishing  as  '  a  stick  and  a  line, 
with  a  fool  at  one  end  and  a  worm  at  the  other  'V- 
Was  it  simply  from  "a  few  notes  made  by  the 
author  and  his  friends  "  that  he  "composed"-  this, 
or  did  he  take  it  from  "  The  Rod  in  India,"  page  78 
of  third  edition :  "  In  Johnson's  well-known  defini- 
tion of  the  angler,  '  a  stick  and  a  string  with  a 
worm  at  one  end  and  a  fool  at  the  other ' "  ?  Did 
he  take  it  without  any  confirmation  from  his  own 
notes  or  knowledge,  too  closely  following  his  copy, 
even  when  in  error  ?  for  it  was  not  Dr.  Johnson 
who  was  the  offender,  but  a  French  wrUer,  as  we 
have  often  pointed  out  in  the  Fishing  Gdkette. 

Again  page  9,  line  13,  when  preferring  mahseer  to 
salmon,  our  author  has:  ''I  know  it  is  rank 
heresy  to  say  so.'^  "Rank  heresy"  are  the 
ifsisaima  verba  of  tJie  heading  to  page  91  at  the 
commencement  of  Chapter  VII,  of  the  second 
edition^   

•  Published  by  Jlessrs.  Higginbotham  and  Co.i 
Madras, 


,    July  9,  1904 
I  ^  

[     Yet   again,    page    9,    he    continues :  "  Given 
weight  for  weight  I  think  that  the  mahseer  is  the 
finer  tish."-    Compare    "Rod    in    India,"  third 
'  edition,  page  8,  line  5  :  "  The  mahseer  shows  more 
I  sport  for  its  size  than  a  salmon." 

Still  page  9,  for  the  borrowings  come  thick  and 
fast :  "  In  almost  every  perennial  river  in  India  of 
fair  size  you  will  find  mahseer ;  you  will  not,  how- 
1  ever,  find  them,  except  very  seldom,  in  the  rivers 
I  where  they  debouch  into  the  plains,  and  run  in 
broad  sandy  beds,  but  anywhere  where  there  are 
i  rocks  and  runs  and  a  fair  amount  of  water,  there 
;  you  will  find  the  mahseer.'-    Thia  looks  rather  like 
1  an  epitomised  paraphrase  of  page  105  of  the  "  Rod 
in  India  ' and  its  context:  "  Slahseer,  I  believe, 
I  are  to  be  found  in  every  large  perennial  river  in 
,  India;    :  :  ;  But  they  mostly  alfect  the  rocky 
i  mountainous  parts  of  rivers.    I  had  almost  said 
I  they  are  confined  to  such  parts,  and  are  not  to  be 
found  where  the  river  grows  broader  and  shallower 
with  a  sandy  bed,"  etcj 

These  instances  are  from  a  single  pagej 
On  the  very  next  page,  page  10,  he  continues : 
?'I  do  not  intend  to  differentiate  between  the 
many  sorts  of  mahseer,"  etc.  Seeing  that  he  dis- 
claims technical  knowledge,  why  should  it  occur  to 
him  to  decline  to  differentiate  if  he  was  not  follow- 
ing the  lines  of  a  book  in  which  such  differentiation 
was  ? 

Again,  on  page  10:  "The  mahseer  is  a  carp." 
This  from  the  gentleman  who  the  very  line  before 
has  told  us  he  is  no  naturalisti  How  comes  such  a 
one  to  know  it  is  technically  a  carp  ?  May-be  he 
has  seen  the  opening  words  of  Chapter  III.  of  the 
J' Rod  in  India."    "  The  mahseer  is  a  carp,"  etc. 

And  yet  again  on  page  10,  line  10.  "  Look  upon 
the  fishes  in  the  water  you  mean  to  fish  as  a  herd 
of  black  buck,  and  as  such  to  be  stalked  with  care," 
'  etc.  The  idea  seems  to  be  what  might  have  been 
picked  up  from  page  100  of  "The  Rod  in  India," 
especially  if  you  read  the  context:  "  Take  a  distant 
survey  of  the  water,  and  when  you  see  a  likely- 
looking  bit  .-  ;  :  i  stalk  it  as  you  would  a  sambre 
.  :  :  :  Stalk  the  pool  as  if  it  were  a  living  thing  full 
of  eyes,"  etc. 

All  these  instances  of  close  similitude  come  from 
the  two  sides  of  a  single  leaf  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  subject  matter  of  the  book,  and 
80  coming  they  look  very  much  as  if  our  author 
had  straightway  sat  steadily  down  to  his  copy. 
Singly  they  might  be  accepted  as  coincidences,  but 
cumulatively  they  are  convincing. 

Turn  only  one  leaf  and  we  have  again,  on  p.  13 : 
"  Do  not  be  seized  with  that  marvellously  universal 
longing  to  get  at  the  eddies  just  under  the  other 
bank."  Page  108  of  "  The  Rod  in  India  "  :  "  Why 
should  you  be  seized  with  that  uUerioris  ripce 
amore  which  seems  to  be  almost  universal?"- 

And  a  perusal  of  the  context  of  both  passages 
suggests  that  the  author  must  have  had  "  The  Rod 
in  India  "  not  only  in  his  memory,  but  on  the  table 
before  him  while  writing,  so  close  is  the  appropria- 
tion, varied  just  enough  to  escape  being  a  quotation^ 
And  the  order  of  treatment  of  subjects,  while 
varied  in  places  like  the  phraseology,  more  often 
follows  the  order  of  "The  Rod  in  India"  so  closely 
that  it  again  suggests  that  it  could  not  well  have 
been  done  without  the  book  being  on  the  table 
while  writingj 

One  more  quotation  and  we  have  done.*  Above 
it  was  from  "  a  few  notes  made  by  the  author  and 
his  friends  "  that  the  passages  quoted  were  "simply 
composed."-  This  time  the  source  is  different;  it 
is  memory.  He  writes  at  page  41  of  Bagarius 
Yarrellii  ( which  he  or  his  printer  spells  with  a  J 
instead  of  a  Y).  "  One  of  these  latter  fish  holds.  I 
believe,  very  near  the  record  in  size  for  a  fish 
caught  honestly  on  rod  and  line.  This  was  a  fish 
of  some  .5ft.  8in.,  in  length,  weighing  just  under 
1381b.,  and  was  caught  by  a  Mr.  Van  Cortland  in  the 
Jumna.  It  took,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  a  121b; 
rohu,  which  was  foul  hooked,  and  being  played 
by  that  gentleman."-  The  italics  are  ours,  to  show 
that  the  claim  to  originality  is  again  protested,  as 
it  repeatedly  is  throughout  the  book,  impliedly  and 
directly  by  such  words  far  as  I  know,"-  "  in 

my  opinion,"-  "personally,"- etc.,  and  without  any 
acknowledgment  of  having  culled  from  others; 
But  compare  page  209  of  "  The  Rod  in  India  "  : 
"  The  one  shown  in  the  annexed  woodcut  scaled 
13filb;  and  was  five  feet  eight  inches  long,  etc;  :  ;  ; 
was  caught  by  bis  friend,  Mr;  Van  Cortland,  in  the 
Jumna  at  Okhla,  -.  ;  .  on  the  evening  of  May  11, 
'  1875,  3  :  3  it  took  a  rohu,  or  labeo  rohita,  '  of 
y2Xhi  or  141b,,'  which  was  hooked  foul  and  being 
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played,"-  etcj  Here  it  will  be  noted  it  is  personal 
memory  that  the  author  professes  to  have  relied  on, 
not  notes,  etc.  It  is  a  remarkably  good  memory 
down  to  odd  inches,  etc.,  if,  as  implied,  it  had  no 
assistance  from  "  The  Rod  in  India." 

And  so  on  and  so  on,  for  page  after  page,-  from 
the  very  title  page,  "  Mighty  Mahseer  "  (Rod, 
p.  146,  1.  10:  "The  mighty  mahseer,  the  king  of 
carps."  "Tank  Angling,"  p;  101,  under  barbus  tor, 
"This  is  the  mighty  mahseer"),  to  the  end,  till 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  a  page  free  from  copy- 
ing; If  any  charitable  reader  still  clings  to  the 
hope  that  the  similarities  are  coincidences  arising 
from  identity  of  subject,  and  not  a  well-conducted 
poaching  affray,  we  could  satisfy  and  satiate  him 
with  some  fifty  more  instances,  but  it  seems  un- 
necessary to  burden  our  space  with  reproducing 
the  passages  as  in  the  above  few  instances; 

Above  we  have  indicated  borrowings  only  from 
"  The  Rod  in  India,"-  because  the  indications  are 
that  that  book  was  the  mainstay,  but  the  author 
has  also  taken  helpings  from  "  Tank  Angling,"  from 
the  "  Angler's  Handbook,'-  and  from  "  Day's  Fishes 
of  India,"  and,  which  is  the  point,  without 
acknowledgment; 

And  now  a  word  as  to  the  illustrations;  We  are 
told  in  the  preface  "  that  the  illustrations  do  not 
lay  claim  to  any  great  technical  accuracy;  they 
are  mostly  from  rough  sketches  made  by  the 
author,  while  others  are  copies  of  stuffed  fish  or 
plates  in  the  Madras  Museum. 'i  Mostly  from 
rough  sketches,"  are  they  ?  We  find  not  a  few  of 
them  far  from  rough  or  sketchy^  but  closely  ap- 
proximating to  accuracy  even  in  such  details  as 
the  number  of  rays  in  a  fin  and  the  character  of 
each  of  those  rays,  whether  osseous  and  undivided 
or  the  contrary ;  and  strangely  enough  some  of 
these  bear  a  singular  similitvAe  to  the  'plates  in  the 
second  edition  of  the  "  Eod  in  India,"  which  was 
royal  octavo,  being  of  the  exact  size  of  those 
plates,  notwithstanding  the  size  being  too  large  for 
the  letterpress  of  the  octavo  book  under  review,- 
and  they  face  to  the  right  or  to  the  left  as  those 
plates  happen  to  face;  Similarly,  others  bear  the 
like  resemblance  of  detail,  size,  and  facing  to  plates 
in  Dr.  Day's  "  Fishes  of  India;'-'  But  we  suppose 
we  are  to  credit  these  to  being  copies  of  "  plates  in 
the  Madras  Museum,"  where  copies  of  both  books 
would  probably  be;  Still  it  is,  of  course,  the  books 
themselves  that  should  have  been  acknowledged^ 
And  there  is  no  acknowledgment  from  cover  to 
cover  of  having  derived  any  thought  or  matter 
whatsoever  from  the  three  books  above-named  or 
from  Dr;  Day's  "  Fishes  of  India,"-  beyond  acknow- 
ledging a  certain  recipe  for  paste  bait  and  a  pattern 
of  float,  thus  implying,  under  the  old  Latin  rule, 
that  there  was  nothing  else  to  acknowledge; 

We  cannot  bring  ourselves  to  think  that  a  goodly 
proportion  of  these  illustrations  are  anything  but 
copies  from  the  two  works  named,  in  spite  of  there 
being  minor  mistakes  in  them,  because  those 
mistakes  are  just  such  as  an  untechnical  draughts- 
man, with  an  honestly  admitted  untechnical  author 
supervising  him,  would  be  likely  to  fall  intoj  Still, 
one  slip  is  rather  a  bad  one,  Wallago  attu  being  given 
a  rayless  adipose  ventral  fin,  quod  est  ahsurdumt 
The  passing  of  such  an  illustration  serves  to 
indicate  the  author's  ignorance  about  the  drawing 
of  a  fish  so  markedly  as  to  make  us  take  cum  grano 
salis  his  claim  that  the  illustrations  "  are  mostly 
from  rough  sketches  made  by  the  author.'-'  The 
claim  is  "mostly,"-  which  embraces  too  many  to 
exclude  the  above-mentioned  technical  accuracies, 
and  such  accuracies  and  such  ignorance  can  hardly 
have  come  from  one  and  the  same  hand;  The 
illustrations  are  clearly  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of 
the  work,  unacknowledged  and  the  source  ignored, 
or,  to  say  the  least,  too  much  glossed  overj 

We  do  not  profess  to  have  made  our  comparison 
exhaustive,  far  from  it;  It  has  been  laborious 
enough  as  it  is  to  take  up  five  books  for  the 
purpose  of  reviewing  one,  and  to  find  and  note  the 
page  in  the  interests  of  justice;  But  we  could  not 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  book  was  not  what 
it  professed  to  be  without  fully  satisfying  ourselves 
in  the  first  place,  and  secondly,  we  could  not  state 
it  without  justifying  the  statement,  and  for  that 
we  have  surely  done  enough; 

There  is  no  contents,  the  index  is  meagre ;  the 
list  of  illustrations  would  have  been  more  useful  if 
the  author  had  given  opposite  each  the  page^  at 
which  to  find  them^ 

For  the  publisher  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say 
that  the  paper,  type,  printing,  cover,  and  binding 
are  all  good  and  do  him  creditj 
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For  the  author,  how  is  it  possible  to  say  even  a 
single  good  word  when  one  does  not  feel  safe 
anywhere  that  anything  is  really  his  own  ?  and  it 
is  his  book  we  have  to  review,  not  the  authors  ho 
helps  himself  from;  Had  he  stated  honestly  that 
he  did  not  pretend  to  be  more  than  a  compiler, 
abbre-viating  for  the  sake  of  cheapness  in  the 
interest  of  the  poorer  angler,  his  little  book  might 
have  been  looked  at  in  quite  another  light,  but  his 
laying  claim  throughout  to  being  himself  the 
author  has  imposed  on  us  a  very  different  task; 

The  author  veils  his  name  under  a  worn  de  'plume; 
and  we  are  glad  of  it,  as  it  frees  us  from  any 
possible  charge  of  personality,  as  we  do  not  know 
him  from  Adam;  Still,  we  should  have  preferred 
it  if  "Skene-Dhu"  had  spelt  his  name  correctly 
as  Skean-dhu,  the  "  Black  Knife,'2  which  in  high- 
land, dress  is  stuck  in  the  stocking; 

In  addition  to  the  passages  mentioned  we  have^ 
as  we  have  said  above,  noted  some  fifty  others j 
which  prove  conclusively,  in  our  opinion,  that  the 
"author'-'  of  this  handbook  has  calmly  gutted  the 
standard  works  on  Indian  fishing  of  Mr;  H;  S; 
Thomas,  and  then  imagined  that  he  and  his  friends 
had    composed  "-  it,- 
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"  Whbit  we  think  of  these  fish  (perch,  roach,  and 
chub)  it  is  not  the  paternoster  or  the  scientific 
apparatus  of  the  Thames  or  Nottingham  fishermen 
that  we  always  have  in  our  mind's  eye.  The  close 
time  for  these  fish  terminated  on  June  15,  and  no 
one  who  has  wandered  through  the  June  meadows 
by  the  side  of  a  brook  fairly  stocked  with  all  three 
will  fail  to  rate  the  sport  of  bottom  fishing  under 
these  conditions  very  high  upon  the  anglers'  Ust. 
The  meadow  grass  -will  not  be  yet  cut.  The  banks 
of  the  brook  vnll  be  fragrant  -with  meadow  sweet, 
and  every  overhanging  thorn  will  have  its  wreath 
of  wild  roses.  Then  to  get  under  the  shade  of 
some  venerable  willow  which  flings  its  arms  across 
the  stream,  and,  stretched  at  your  ease  upon  the 
soft,  cool  grass,  to  watch  your  float  as  it  slowly 
sails  with  the  current  about  half  a  foot  from  the 
great  bed  of  water-lilies,  till  it  suddenly  sinks  do-wn 
in  perpendicular  fashion,  teUing  of  a  good  perch, 
is,  if  not  scientific  angling,  almost  as  good,  or,  as 
some  say,  far  better.  You  -mil  presently  hear  tho 
cluck  of  the  waterhen,  calHng  her  little  dusky 
brood  after  her,  or  see  the  kingfisher  flash  by,  with 
his  pecuUar  note,  half  twitter,  half  whistle,  to  his 
nest  further  do-wn.  At  such  moments  one  repeats, 
•with  Walton's  friend,  'John  Davors  esq.' : — 

May  I  live  harmlessly,  and  by  the  side 

Of  Trent  or  Avon  have  my  dwelling-place. 

Where  I  may  see  my  quill  or  cork  down  sink 
With  eager  bite  of  perch  or  bleak  or  dace. 

"  And  to  see  your  float  do-svn  sink  in  this  fashion  is 
a  real  delight — not  equal,  perhaps,  to  the  joy  which 
some  other  kinds  of  angUng  may  afford,  but 
exciting  a  thrilling  sensation  for  all  that. 

"'Some  anglers,'  says  Mr.  Marston,  'cannot 
understand  why  fishing  for  roach  should  be  such 
fascinating  sport  to  so  many  anglers.  Doubtless 
one  reason  is  that  roach  are  found  in  larger  numbers 
than  any  other  fish  in  the  waters  near  our  principal 
English  towns ;  also,  because  the  tackle  required  is 
not  expensive,  and  the  style  of  fishing  is  not 
difiScult  to  learn.' 

"It  is,  we  think,  more  difficult  than  any  other 
kind  of  float  fishing. 

"  '  But  in  addition  to  these  and  other  reasons  for 
tho  popularity  of  roach  fishing  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  has  a  peculiar  fascination  of  its  own.  I 
liave  had  probably  more  fishing  of  different  kinds 
from  salmon  to  minnow  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  the 
majority  of  anglers,  but  I  have  never  outgro-vm  my 
love  for  roach  fishing,  and  hope  there  may  still  be 
in  store  days  on  the  Thames,  Lea,  or  Avon,  -with  a 
keen  roach  angler  as  companion.' 

"  One  reason  undoubtedly  is  the  vigilance  and 
dexterity  which  the  sport  requires.  The  exact 
moment  at  which  to  strike  a  roach  Ls  one  of  the  last 
things  an  angler  learns.  The  roach  is  a  very 
tantaUsing  fish ;  and  when  the  float  is  jerked  a 
httle  it  is  not  certain  that  he  has  sucked  the  bait 
in.  If  he  has,  then  to  hook  him  before  he  spits  it 
out  again  is  the  difficulty,  which  only  long  practice 
can  overcome."- 


*  From  a  notice  in  the  Standard  of  "  Fishing,' ' 
edited  by  Horace  G.  Hutchinson. 
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July  9,  1904 


SALMON  IN  NOEWAY—A  LUCKY 
EVENING. 


The  flood  here  advised  by  wire  ten  days  ago 
resulted  in  letting  some  fish  pass  the  nets,  and 
favoured  us  with  good  sport  for  about  a  week. 
Some  few  hours  after  sending  the  message,  we  had 
an  experience  which,  when  I  write  my  reminiscences, 
might  be  headed  "  A  Lucky  Evening  with  Salmon.". 

At  nine  o'clock  we  had  fished,  day  and  evening, 
over  two-thirds  of  our  usual  beat  without  having 
had  a  touch,  and  at  five  minutes  past  eleven  we 
had  four  fish,  weighing  together  120pb.  They  were 
caught  in  pairs — that  is,  a  male  and  a  female— in 
each  of  the  pools  that  remained  to  be  fished ;  the 
males  thin,  and  circa  sixteen  per  cent,  under  the 
Fishing  Gazette's  scale  of  weights  for  length ;  the 
females  fat,  and  five  per  cent,  above  it.  The  first 
fish  hooked,  a  male  of  24lb.,  happily  kept  to  the 
pool ;  the  second,  a  female  of  31  Jib.,  took  us  down 
a  three-hundred-yard  rapid.-  The  next  pair  of 
weights,  301b.  and  351  b.,  took  simultaneously  at 
the  foot  of  the  next  pool  immediately  above  a 
rapid.  The  fish  on  my  rod,  a  male  of  351b.,  was 
nearest  us,  so  I  had  to  pass  my  rod  under  the  other,; 
to  get  ashore  at  once,  and  try  to  nurse  the  fish  up 
the  pool,  there  being  no  possibility  of  following 
down  by  land.  A  gaff  having  been  thrown  me, 
and  picked  up  by  the  owner  of  the  land  who  was 
close  by,  and  my  advice  given  that  if  needful  the 
boat  should  follow  its  fish  to  the  fjord,  I  gave  my 
attention  to  mine. 

For  a  time  he  kept  obstinately  to  the  edge  of  the 
rapid,  the  boat  meanwhile  getting  some  thirty 
yards  up  and  as  many  outside  me,  with  its  fish  pro- 
bably below  me.  Slowly  my  fish  began  to  come  up 
with  occasional  rushes  towards  the  strong  water  on 
the  further  side,  which  he  had  only  to  reach  to  run 
me  out  in  a  couple  of  minutes.  These  rushes  I  met 
with  gentle  handling,  lowering  my  rod  point  till  it 
touched  the  water,  to  let  him  keep  near  the  bottom 
and  under  the  other  line.  After  each  of  these 
rushes,  he  returned  to  the  shore,  where  walking 
crab  fashion  I  got  him  past  the  boat,  and  100  yards 
up  to  close  to  an  eddy  of  perhaps  a  quarter  acre, 
caused  by  the  rush  of  water  down  the  opposite 
shore.  At  that  point  I  stopped,  knowing  from  a 
hundred  experiences  there  that  in  the  eddy  the 
fight  would  be  long  and  dangerous,  especially  with 
a  novice  for  gaffer.  Happily  the  man  willingly  did 
my  bidding,  walked  roimd  and  got  below  the  fish, 
and  had  him  smartly  gaffed  the  first  time  it  was 
dropped  down  to  him.  The  other  fish  the  boat 
towed  as  usual  into  the  eddy,  out  of  which,  also  as 
usual,  he  rushed  a  dozen  times,  and  I  had  reeled  up 
and  stowed  my  tackle  before  she  could  be  brought 
to  gaff. 

Had  fortime  not  favoured  ns  in  everything  such 
a  success  would  have  been  impossible.  Had  the 
first  fish  left  the  higher  pool,  as  did  the  second ; 
had  one  of  the  fish  hooked  at  same  time  been  ten 
seconds  late,  and  had  we  not  had  a  spare  gaff, 
everything  would  or  might  have  ended  differently. 
Prawn  accounted  for  three,  and  a  Blue  Peacock  on 
5-0  hook  for  the  other. 

For  just  a  week  northerly  winds  have  prevailed 
with  unclouded  sun  every  and  all  day.  Sport  is 
very  poor,  with  salmon  scarce,  and  taking  very 
short.  From  other  rivers  I  have  remained  without 
news.  Fish  are  reported  to  be  somewhat  more 
plentiful  on  the  coast,  but  I  fear  they  may  be 
grilse  and  sea-trout,  as  for  the  last  few  days  these 
have  been  bothering  us  here.  It  is  exceptionally 
early  for  this  river,  in  which  I  cannot  remember 
ever  previously  to  have  landed  in  June  both  grilse 
and  sea-trout.  Edward  Sturdy. 

Bolstadoren,  July  1; 

P.S. — Last  year  you  were  good  enough  to  inform 
your  readers  that  when  about  August  5  I  should 
leave  the  river,  it  would,  if  some  one  did  not  pay 
£20  for  the  exclusive  right  of  rod  fishing  to 
Sept.  14,  be  in  the  hands  of  my  gillies,  who 
doubtless  would  be  glad  to  have  cUents.  The  fish 
killed  in  the  period  were  sufficient  at  Is.  per  lb.  to 
pay  the  rent,  so  the  men  probably  did  better  than 
if  the  water  had  been  let  and  the  money  given 
them  for  their  devoted  service.  Still,  I  fancy  they 
w^uld  prefer  the  certain  £20. 

The  arrangement  is  the  same  for  this  year,  as  is 
perhaps  this  small  touch  of  humour.  The  place 
has  one  very  desirable  feature  for  takers  of  autumn 
rods  on  early  rivers,  which  is,  that  being  a  station 
on  the  Bergen  and  Voss  railway — it  is  easy  to  get 
away  from. 


ANOTHEE    EDITION    OF    "  THE 
BOOK  OF  THE  BLACK  BASS." 

AMERICAN  METHODS  OF  CASTING  FROM 
THE  REEL. 

The  Robert  Clarke  Company,  publishers,  of 
Cincirmati,  U.S.A.,  send  me  a  copy  of  a  new 
edition  of  that  capital  monograph,  The  Book  of 
the  Black  Bass,"  by  Dr.  James  A.  Henshall.  I 
noticed  the  first  edition  when  it  came  out  in  1881, 
and  have  often  referred  to  it  since  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  In  a  prospectus  the  pubUshers  say: — 
"  This  edition  of  '  The  Book  of  the  Black  Bass  • 
includes  also  the  supplement,  'More  About  the 
Black  Bass,'  and  is  complete  in  one  volume.  A 
new  edition  of  these  books  has  been  necessitated 
owing  to  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  stereotype 
plates  of  the  former  editions.  Advantage  was 
taken  of  this  circumstance  for  a  thorough  revision, 
whereby  much  of  the  text  of  the  former  editions 
has  been  eliminated,  new  matter  substituted,  and 
other  features  added,  more  in  accordance  with  the 
present  knowledge  of  the  subject.  The  author's 
prediction  that  the  black  bass  would  eventually 
become  the  leading  game-fish  of  America  has  been 
fully  reaUsed.  This  is  evident  from  the  many  new 
and  improved  articles  of  tools  and  tackle  that  have 
been  introduced  for  its  capture,  and  from  the 
constantly  increasing  interest  that  is  being  taken 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  black  bass  fishing."- 

As  our  readers  are  aware,  I  have  at  different 
times  published  illustrated  descriptions  of  American 
methods  of  casting  from  the  reel,  the  reel  being 
one  of  those  multipUers  which  the  late  Francis 
Francis  taught  us  to  consider  as  abominations. 
"If  you  have  got  one,'2  he  said,  "give  it  away." 
Of  coiirse,  there  is  as  much  difference  between  a 
modern  American  multipUer  and  an  old  EngUsh 
one  as  there  is  between  chalk  and  cheese.  They 
are  not  to  be  named  on  the  same  day,  or  fished 
with  from  the  same  boat,  so  great  have  been  the 
improvements  made  in  this  class  of  reel  in  America, 
where  a  first-class  multiplier  may  cost  anything  up 
to  £10. 

I  know  that  some  anglers  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  have  been  smitten  with  the  American 
style  of  casting  from  the  reel,  and  even  if  no 
American  anglers  are  able  to  come  over,  I  hope 
their  style  of  casting  will  be  represented  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  Tournament  on  July  22  and  23 
next.  In  this  style  the  bait  is  cast  from  left 
behind  to  right  in  front,  or  from  right  behind  to 
left  in  front,  with  an  upward  swing  action,  or  it  is 
cast  overhead,  as  illustrated  and  described  by  Mr, 
Levison  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Jan.  2  last. 

Some  years  ago  I  gave  Dr.  Henshall's  diagrams 
and  descriptions  of  the  side  casts — he  evidently 
thinks  very  small  beer  of  the  overhead  cast — but  I 
do  not  agree  with  him  at  all  in  what  he  says  about 
it ;  in  fact,  when  it  is  well  done  I  consider  it  the 
most  scientific  and  accurate  of  all  styles  of  casting 
a  bait.  Here  is  what  the  doctor  says,  and  I  have 
an  idea  that  he  will  live  to  repent  of  his  errors : — 

"  Since  the  advantages  of  the  short  Henshall  rod 
have  been  acknowledged,  and  the  relegation  of  the 
long  and  heavy  rods  of  the  olden  time  has  been 
effected,  there  has  arisen  a  new  departure  in  black 
bass  rods  that  out-herods  Herodj  Rods — we  must 
call  them  so  by  courtesy — are  now  made  from  four 
to  six  feet  long  for  casting  the  live  frog  or  pork 
rind  in  boat  fishing.  The  casting  is  done  over- 
head and  forward,  as  in  fly  fishing,  and  the  frog, 
being  reeled  up  to  the  tip,  is  projected  in  the 
maimer  of  throwing  a  small  apple  from  the  end  of 
a  slender  stick ;  or,  if  the  fisherman  he  seated,  it  is 
thrown  to  either  side. 

"  It  is  possible  to  cast  with  much  accuracy  in 
this  manner;  and  in  weedy  waters,  where  the 
playing  of  a  hooked  fish  is  a  matter  of  extreme 
difficulty,  it  has  its  advantages,  for  the  rod  being 
not  only  very  short  but  very  stiff,  the  fish  can  be 
reeled  rapidly  to  the  landing  net.  This  mode  of 
angling,  however,  does  not  appeal  to  one  who  has 
a  just  appreciation  of  the  amenities  of  the  gentle 
art  and  a  love  for  suitable  tackle,  or  to  one  who, 
being  imbued  with  the  proper  esprit  de  corps,  is 
disposed  to  give  the  fish  a  chance.  There  are  some 
of  my  friends  who,  beheving  that  the  end  justifies 
the  means,  practise  frog-casting  with  such  rods 
with  much  enthusiasm — they  have  my  sympathy. 
Some  really  expensive  rods  are  made  with  agate- 
lined  guides  and  ivory- tipped  handle,  when  fashioned 
in  spUt  bamboo." 


In  another  chapter  (p.  398)  he  says: —  ^ 

"  The  angler  should  avoid  overhead  casting,  foM 
that  is  the  pot- fisher's  method  of  throwing  a  baitjil 
and  is  not  only  an  awkward  but  a  very  inefficient 
style  of  casting  the  minnow,  and  should  not  be 
practised  except  when  the  reel  is  dispensed  with, 
as  in  one  mode  of  still-fishing." 

It  seems  to  me  that  in  this  second  extract  Dr. 
Henshall  contradicts  what  he  said  in  the  first,  in 
which  he  admits  that  for  casting  with  accuracy  and 
playing  a  fish  under  extremely  difficult  conditions 
the  overhead  cast  is  the  best. 

I  do  not  care  for  using  a  rod  less  than  8  feet,  but 
probably  it  is  only  prejudice  because  one  has  bceu 
accustomed  to  rods  over  that  length.  With  a  l(m 
foot  rod  I  have  seen  the  overhead  cast  splendid™ 
done  in  Thames  trout  fishing  with  spinning  baifl 
over  thirty  years  ago — not  from  reel,  but  from  linJ 
coiled  on  the  boards  of  a  punt  between  the  angler's 
feet,  he  sitting  down  and  casting.  ' 

Dr.  Henshall's  book  is,  of  course,  the  standard 
work  on  black  bass  and  fishing  for  it;  the  new 
edition  is  greatly  improved  and  has  over  100  illus- 
trations. We  have,  unfortunately,  not  got  that 
grand  game  fish  in  this  country,  but  I  feel  certain 
that  many  of  our  anglers  would  be  greatly  interested 
in  the  doctor's  descriptions  of  rods,  tackle,  and 
how  to  use  them,  and  his  accounts  of  sport  with 
what  he  describes  as  "  inch  for  inch  and  pound  for 
pound,  the  gamest  fish  that  swims. 'i 

The  most  diflScult  pohtical  feat  with  which  I  am 
acquainted  is  to  describe  the  difference  between  a 
good  democrat  and  a  good  republican  of  the  great 
United  States.  I  have  had  the  difference  explained 
to  me  often  by  American  friends,  but  I  know  no 
more  than  that  one  is  a  democrat  and  the  other  a 
repubUcan. 

It  is  the  same  with  the  black  bass — there  are 
two  kinds,  the  large  mouth  and  the  small  mouth — 
one  is  supposed  to  be  a  better  fighter  than  the 
other.  I  could  never  remember  which  or  which 
kind  it  was  the  late  Marquis  of  Exeter  and  I  and 
one  or  two  other  anglers  got  over  in  the  eighties^ 
Dr.  Henshall  used  to  think  the  small  mouth  was 
the  better  fighter,  but  I  see  he  now  says  there  is  no 
difference  in  this,  respect. 

-The  late  lamented  Fred  Mather  made  the  follow- 
ing humorous  little  poem  to  show  the  differences 
between  the  large  and  small  mouth : — 

Difference  between  the  Large  Mouth  and 
THE  Small  Mouth  Black  Bass. 

The  little-mouth  has  little  scales. 

There's  red  in  his- handsome  eye. 
The  scales  extend  on  his  vertical  fins. 
And  his  forehead  is  round  and  high. 
His  forehead  is  round  and  high,  my  boys. 

And  he  sleeps  the  winter  through  ; 
He  likes  the  rocks  in  summer  time — ■ 

Micropterua  dolomieu. 
The  big-mouth  has  the  biggest  scales. 

And  a  pit  scooped  in  his  head; 
His  mouth  is  cut  beyond  his  eye. 

In  which  is  nary  a  red. 
In  his  eye  is  nary  a  red,  my  boys. 

But  keen  suid  well  he  sees ; 
He  has  a  dark  stripe  on  his  side — 
Micropterua  salmoidea. 
Cannot  Dr.  Henshall  get  his  State  government 
to  send  him  over  here  to  study  the  habits  of  our 
grayling  ?    Then  we  could  doubtless  get  the  doctor 
to  give  us  a  few  tips  in  casting  from  the  reel ;  he 
can  easily  do  over  forty  yards.    How  long  does  it 
take  him  to  wind  in  after  every  long  cast  ?  IVIr. 
Levison  tells  me  it  may  take  as  much  as  five  minutes, 
so  carefully  must  the  Une  be  wound  in  and  on  the 
reel 

As  we  can  do  ten  or  more  casts  of  from  forty  to 
sixty  yards,  or  more,  with  a  Nottingham  reel  in 
five  minutes,  it  does  not  look  as  if  we  should  have 
to  adopt  the  multiplier  from  America.  But  I  want 
to  see  a  first-class  hand  with  the  American  reel 
before  I  sit  on  it,  or  buy  it.        R.  B.  Marston. 


Babbel. — Mr.  Waring's  new  mode  of  catching 
barbel  simply  consists  in  providing  yourself  with 
good  tackle  and  a  large  quantity  of  clay.  When 
you  find  the  fish  shy  put  a  ball  of  this  clay,  suffi- 
ciently heavy  not  to  be  carried  away  by  the  stream, 
about  four  or  five  inches  above  the  hook,  and 
leaving  the  bait  to  move  about  by  the  flow  of  the 
river,  place  the  bait  rather  above  the  water.  When 
you  have  a  bite,  which  is  easily  perceived,  strike 
quickly.  This  way  has  enabled  Mr.  Waring  to 
have  good  sport  when  his  fellow  anglers  have 
entirely  failed. — Sporting  Magazine,  June,  1835. 
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SOME  HABITS  OF  THE  CHAE. 

f   

The  season  for  char -fishing  begins  at  the  same 
time  as  the  trout  season,  but  runs  on  for  three  or 
four  Tiveeks  longer,  for  which  char-fishers  are  very 
thankful,  for  more  fish  are  generally  caught  during 
these  few  weeks  than  all  the  rest  of  the  season. 
This,  at  least,  is  the  case  in  the  only  lake  where  char 
is  fished  for  in  North  Wales — ^namely,  Lake  Padarn, 
at  the  foot  of,  Snowdon.  Last  season,  as  I  have 
said  before  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  was  comparatively 
unproductive  until  the  beginning  of  September,  but 
after  then  it  proved  exceedingly  good,  and  splendid 
catches  of  about  151b.  to  201b.  were  very  frequent. 

Anyone  who  was  fishing  for  char  during  the  last 
two  weeks  of  the  season  could  have  some  notion 
how  plentiful  these  deUghtful  little  fish  are  in  Lake 
Padarn.  Every  morning  huge  shoals  come  circling 
round  a  little  flotilla  of  fishing  boats  that  usually  con- 
gregate at  the  mouth  of  the  largest  stream  that  flows 
into  the  lake.  The  upper  layer  of  fish  in  the  shoal 
could  be  seen  approaching  from  a  distance,  for  they 
just  break  the  surface  of  the  water  with  the  tips  of 
their  dorsal  fin ;  but  when  they  are  a  few  yards 
from  a  boat  they  sink  about  a  yard  and  pass 
underneath — thousands  of  them,  all  massed  so 
closely  together  that  a  line  could  not  sink  through 
them.  Many,  as  they  pass  underneath,  turn  their 
roes  uppermost,  displaying  that  crimson  tint  which 
is  the  chief  characteristic  of  the  healthy  and  fair- 
sized  char.  Of  course,  fishing  for  them  is  quite 
different  at  this  time  to  what  it  is  in  the  middle  of 
the  season,  when  they  are  caught  at  a  depth  varying 
from  twelve  yards  to  twenty-two  yards,  instead  of 
being  within  two  or  three  yards  of  the  surface. 
There  is  also  some  difference  in  the  size  and 
appearance  of  the  fish.  Towards  the  close  all 
the  fish  invariably  weigh  the  regulation  ^Ib., 
while  in  the  summer  time  they  generally  weigh 
an  ounce  or  two  less  ;  and  during  the  last  weeks  of 
the  season  all  the  fish  are  pure  torgochiard — this  is 
red-roes ;  while  during  the  rest  of  the  season  the 
silvery  and  crimson  char  are  caught  in  about  equal 
numbers — if  anything  there  is  a  preponderance  of 
the  former  kind.  This  difference  in  the  appearance 
of  the  fish  is  generally  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  they  spawn  at  two  periods  in  the  year,  February 
and  November,  and  those  that  have  just  spawned 
before  the  opening  of  the  season  in  March  have  the 
red  tint  on  the  roe,  and  undoubtedly  are  much 
hanclsomer  and  nobler  looking  specimens  than  the 
others;  Formerly,  as  I  wiU  show  later  on,  it  was 
thought  that  the  red-roes  were  the  males,  while  the 
silvery  char  were  the  females  ;  but  the  former 
explanation,  which  is  put  forward  by  such  an 
indubitable  authority  as  Buckland,  is  the  right  onej 
But^tojanyone  who  has  been  fishing  for  char  for  a 
few  seasons  neither  of  the  two  explanations  is  quite 
satisfactory.  Buckland,  in  his  report  on  char  {vide 
"British  Fishes,"  p.  324),  says  that  all  char  that 
have  spawned  are  red-bellied.  If  such  is  the  case, 
why  shoTild  the  season  end  at  the  time  it  does  when 
these  are  invariably  the  kind  that  are  caught  ? 
And,  moreover,  why  should  these  be  the  ones  that 
leave  thejdepth  and  approach  the  river  mouth 
in  such  huge  shoals,  presumably  to  spawn  ?  These 
questions,  however,  are  such  as  can  only  bo  answered 
by  ichthyologists,  aild  therefore  cannot  be  dealt 
with  in^the  present  article; 

h  There  are  two  other  interesting  points  about 
char  which  are  very  noticeable — their  uniformity  in 


size  and  their  mode  of  feeding;  As  I  have  said 
before,  there  is  very  little  difference  between  any 
two  specimens  of  the  fish  caught  during  the  whole 
season;  They  are  all  alike  in  size,  and  an  ounce  or 
two  would  be  the  greatest  difference  in  weight 
between  any  two  ordinary  fish  caught.  But  it  must 
be  said  that  sometimes  when  the  fishing  is  very 
slack,  as  it  is  during  the  first  weeks  of  July,  and 
when  very  long  lines  are  let  down  to  a  depth  of 
about  twenty-five  yards  to  "  feel  "-  for  the  shoal,  if 
anything  is  brought  up  it  will  be  either  an  ee)  or  a 
small,  diminutive  char  about  the  size  of  one's  fingerj 
From  that  one  might  gather  that  the  small  fry  are 
down  in  the  depth  and  keep  there  until  they  reach 
the  uniform  size ;  but  very  few  specimens  are 
caught,  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  in  the  whole 
season  by  over  a  hundred  anglers,  and  under  the 
circumstances,  it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  come  to 
any  sweeping  conclusion  on  this  point;  From  the 
fish  itself  I  have  failed  to  find  any  method  of  deter- 
mining the  age  of  a  specimen.  If  one  were  to  judge 
from  the  teeth  and  jaws,  they  are  all  very  young, 
for  their  dentition  is  very  backward,  and  the  jaws 
and  the  small  teeth  on  them  and  the  vomer  are 
very  soft,  as  are  also  all  the  bonesj  But  this  is  also 
said  to  be  the  case  with  char  found  in  Ireland,  and 
may  be  the  result  of  the  softness  of  their  food. 

The  other  noticeable  point  about  them  is  their 
variable  methods  of  feeding.  When  they  are  on 
the  feed  they  are  very  voracious  and  gulp  the  bait — 
generally  maggots  or  soft  small  worms — before  it 
has  sunk;  At  such  times  they  keep  the  angler  very 
busy,  especially  if  he  has  more  than  two  rods  to 
look  after  and  has  dropped  into  a  big  shoal;  When 
the  fish  is  brought  up  the  hook  is  very  far  down  the 
throat  and  is  sometimes  in  the  stomach  itself.  At 
such  times,  even  when  the  shoals  can  be  seen 
around  the  boat,  the  bait  is  left  untouched,  and  all 
the  fish  that  are  caught  are  hooked  by  drawing  the 
line  forcibly  through  the  shoal;  They  sometimes 
fast  in  this  manner  for  a  whole  day,  even  when  it  is 
positively  certain  that  they  swarm  around; 

However,  the  question  which  the  practical  angler 
would  like  to  see  answered  satisfactorily  is  this — 
What  has  become  of  the-  huge  shoals  that  swarmed 
round  his  boat  at  the  end  of  last  season  ?  They 
were  there  in  thousands,  and  though  a  goodly 
number  was  caught,  that  would  cause  very  little 
diminution  in  the  total  number  of  fish  in  the  lake. 
When  the  sport  was  at  its  height,  the  season  closed 
and  all  rods  had  to  be  packed  until  the  next  year. 
Now  the  present  season  has  been  open  for  over 
two  months,  and  probably  not  a  char  has  been 
caught,  and  unless  this  season  is  different  to  others, 
very  few  will  be  taken  until  it  is  far  into  the  summer. 
Sometimes  a  few  are  caught  with  the  fly — about 
four  or  five  in  different  parts  of  the  lake  during  the 
first  four  months  of  the  season  ;  at  present,  there- 
fore, more  than  half  the  char  season  is  unproductive 
and  useless  for  all  practical  purposes; 

A  lot  of  very  interesting  light  is  thrown  on  the 
habits  of  char  and  how  they  were  fished  for  a 
century  ago  in  an  article  which  appeared  in  the 
North  Wales  Gazette  for  Feb.  2,  1809,  and  which  has 
been  copied  in  a  book  on  the  history  and  traditions 
of  the  district,  splendidly  written  in  Welsh  by  a 
local  antiquarian,  named  William  Williams;  The 
article  is  in  the  form  of  a  catechism  ;  the  questions 
were  drawn  up  by  a  gentleman  called  Humphrey 
Owen,  and  were  answered  by  a  well-known  Welsh 
poet  and  schoolmaster,  named  Ddafydd  Ddu  Ergri, 
who  lived  at  Llanberis,  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Padarn.  Here  are  some  of  the  questions  and 
answers  : 

1.  In  what  month  and  day  do  char  appear  in 
and  disappear  from  the  lakes  of  Llanberis  ? 

The  char  season  begins  about  the  middle  of 
November  and  continues  until  the  end  of  December. 
In  Quellyn  (a  lake  on  the  other  side  of  Snowdon, 
where  char  used  to  be  taken,  but  are  not  fished  for 
nowadays)  the  season  begins  at  the  beginning  of 
January  and  lasts  for  a  month,  sometimes  more. 

2.  How  many  were  caught  in  one  season  imtil 
their  return  to  the  depth  ? 

From  500  to  1000  were  caught  in  Quellyn  in 
three  weeks;    The  weather  is  a  great  consideration. 

3.  What  was  the  best  catch  in  one  night,  and 
what  is  the  largest  number  caught  at  one  draught  7 

Sixty  dozen  were  caught  at  one  draught  at 
Llanberis; 

4;  What  was  the  size  of  the  largest  fish  caught  ? 

The  largest  fish  caught  at  Llanberis  was  ten 
inches  in  length; 

5;  Are  there  two  kinds  or  species  of  char,  such 
as  the  silver  and  golden  char  7 


It  seems  that  there  is  only  one  kind  in  Llanberis 
and  Quellyn.  (N.B.— For  an  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion, see  No.  9.) 

6.  Which  is  the  best  weather  for  fishing— stormy^ 
calm,  cold,  or  warm  ? 

The  best  time  is  during  a  frost; 

7;  Which  is  the  best  part  of  the  day  or  night 
for  fishing  for  char  ? 

About  an  hour  after  sunset  and  an  hour  or  two 
before  daybreak  is  the  best  time  to  cast  a  net  for 
char. 

8.  Is  it  possible  to  know  the  age  of  the  fish — 
whether  they  are  one,  two,  or  three  years  of  age  ? 

When  char  come  to  the  shore  to  spawn  there  is 
practically  no  difference  in  size  among  them. 

9.  Is  there  any  outward  difference  between 
male  and  female,  such  as  in  form,  colour,  etc. 

There  is  a  great  difference  between  the  two  sexes, 
as  in  the  case  of  other  fish.  The  roe  of  the  male  is 
a  bright  crimson,  for  which  reason  he  is  called  the 
"  Torgoch  --  (red-roe).  The  roe  of  the  female  is  of 
a  silvery  colour,  but  the  fins  are  red,  though  not  so 
bright  as  the  male's; 

10.  Can  they  be  caught  ,  with  a  rod,  and  if  so, 
what  is  the  best  bait  ? 

It  is  not  known  that  char  were  ever  caught  with 
a  rod. 

11.  What  is  their  food  ?  Do  they  eat  their  own 
kind  or  some  other  species  ? 

As  they  are  only  caught  at  spawning  time,  it  is 
difficult  to  know  what  their  food  is. 

12.  What  is  their  price  per  pound  or  dozen  ? 
Char  are  sold  (as  they  are  such  a  delicacy)  at 

Is;  a  dozen; 

13.  Have  char  been  seen  out  of  the  lake  in  the 
rivers  above  or  below  ? 

They  are  only  caught  in  one  spot  in  the  lakes; 

14.  Where  do  they  keep  during  the  rest  of  the 
year  ?  Are  they  in  the  depths  of  the  lake,  or  do 
they  live  in  caves,  as  some  believe  ? 

It  is  generally  thought  that  their  ordinary  haunts 
are  the  depths  of  the  lake.  Shoals  of  them  were 
seen  some  time  back  leaping  out  of  the  water  about 
the  middle  of  Lake  Padarn ;  but  they  never  come 
openly  near  the  shores  except  at  spawning  time. 

This  last  question,  after  a  century's  hard  fishing, 
still  remains  unanswered.  J,  W.  P. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningt 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Qknebal  Reua.bks. — Sport  has  not 
been  very  good  during  the  past  week ;  the  fish  have 
only  been  feeding  by  fits  and  starts  and  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  large  takes  of  fish.  Bream  fishing  has 
been  the  best  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  a  nice  fish  of 
31b.  has  baen  had  at  Kingston  by  Mr.  Woodhouse, 
of  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society.  He  also  had 
seven  eels  up  to  Iflb.  each,  when  ledgering  for  barbel. 
The  latter  fish  have  not  yet  been  in  evidence 
to  any  degree,  and  I  think  that  Mr.  Ivan  Caryll'a 
take  of  seventeen  fish  in  one  day  at  Weybridge 
the  largest  up  to  the  present  in  regard  to  numbers, 
though  the  size  of  the  fiah  was  not  large.  Mr. 
Chas.  Wheeley  has  weighed  in  at  the  Weybridge 
A.S.  a  brace  of  chub  going  21b.  12Joz.  and2Ib.  12oz. 
respectively.  At  Old  Windsor  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Westminster  have  been  out  barbel  fishing 
with  Mileham,  the  local  professional,  but  as  I  have 
just  pointed  out  these  fish  have  scarcely  been 
feeding  at  all.  A  pike  of  121b.  has  been  taken  at 
Henley  by  an  angler  who  was  trout  fishing.  Roach 
are  quite  out  of  condition,  and  those  caught  have 
been  small. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterlieacli). — The  river 
is  improving  in  colour  after  rain-showers  ;  in  some  of 
the  swims  lower  down  stream,  early  morning  and 
evening,  the  perch  have  given  good  sport ;  largest 
fish,  lib.  5oz.  Roach,  improved  sport ;  largest 
fish  creeled  lib.  Silver  bream  are  numeroxis,  and 
at  present  are  giving  grand  sport  up  to  lib.  4oz, 
each.  Pike,  a  few  small  ones  taken  up  to  2 Jib, 
Rain  is  still  required  to  improve  matters  piscatorial. 
— John  O.  Geobge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth  (Horton  Eirby,  etc.). — In  spite  of 
heavy  rain  on  Saturday  (July  2)  I  h6Ki  good  sport 
in  the  bright  intervals,  getting  a  brace  of  fair  fish 
and  returning  another,  all  took  Ginger  Quill,  dry. 
It  should  also  be  credited  with  a  fish  of  about  l^lb., 
which  escaped  by  hold  giving.  Prospects  are  good, 
water  is  abundant,  and  had  been  e^ready  clouded 
by  the  rain  when  I  left  eairly  in  the  evening. — • 
J.  Paul  Taylor,  j 
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Dart  (Totues  and  District). — The  recent  occa- 
sional showers  have  had  little  or  no  effect  on  the 
water,  which  is  somewhat  low,  but  about  the  usual 
height  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Anglers  have  not 
had  a  busy  week,  although  several  fine  fish  have 
been  taken,  Mr.  Churchward,  of  Buckfastleigh, 
landing  a  beautiful  171b.  salmon  in  the  Nursery 
Pool.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  creeled  a  couple  of  fine  fish 
eca'ing  I  Jib.  and  fib.  respectively,  whilst  Mr.  W. 
r.  Tollit  has  also  taken  several  fine  peal.  — 
Devonian. 

Devousliire  Streams. — Very  little  sport  has  been 
obtained  in  the  Greedy  and  Yeo,  and  the  water  is  very 
low.  The  best  takes  have  been  made  in  the  evening, 
but  trout  are  very  shy  and  in  good  condition.  One 
or  two  good  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  Upper 
Tamar,  one  angler  catching  close  upon  four  dozen. 
The  conditions  are  now  more  favourable. — 
Devonian. 

laden  (Carlisle). — There  are  two  sets  of  trout 
anglers  at  this  time  of  year,  those  that — perhaps  on 
principle — stick  to  the  fly  in  the  daytime  and  catch 
nothing,  and  those  that  fish  the  clear-water  worm 
by  day  and  fly  and  bustard  at  night,  and  kill  good 
baskets.  This  is  being  done  by  many  anglers  just 
now,  notably  Mr.  Raine,  the  taxidermist,  and  his 
brother.  Trout  are  going  off  the  fly  in  the  evening,  so 
that  sport  is  generally  slack  till  about  10.30,  but 
Dr.  Murray,  of  Armathwaite  Hall,  and  a  friend,  got 
a  nice  basket  last  Saturday  evening  between  nine 
and  ten.  Trout  are  taking  the  worm  very  well,  but 
only  experts  can  make  much  of  them  as  they  are 
lying  in  the  pools  under  the  bushes  and  in  very 
thin  water.  The  line  has  to  be  cast  "  fine  and  far." 
The  river  is  very  low,  just  right  for  summer  fishing. 
There  is  a  good  run  of  sea-trout. — Silver  Gbey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Angling  continues  almost  at  a 
standstill  in  consequence  of  the  absolutely  low  and 
clear  condition  of  the  water,  and  but  few  anglers 
are  now  operating.  One  or  two  enthusiasts  who 
have  tried  operations  in  the  tideway,  where  pro- 
bably the  better  chance  of  sport  prevails,  have  had 
but  msagre  results.  Sea  anglers  have,  however, 
had  improved  sport.  Several  visitors  who  have 
fished  in  the  offing  have  had  nice  takes  of  whiting 
and  haddock,  the  bottom  line  having  proved  very 
effective  upjn  almost  al!  occasions.  The  ranks  of 
anglers  operating  from  the  piers  and  quays  are 
being  daily  augmented,  and  fair  numbers  of  mixed 
fish  are  being  captured. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  is  now 
very  low  and  water  too  clear  for  successful  attempts 
to  catch  either  salmon  or  trout.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, are  being  caught  late  in  the  evening  with  Red 
Spinner,  Black  Gnat,  Alder,  and  Blue  Duns,  and 
some  large  ones  have  also  been  captured  with  red 
worm  upstream  fishing  on  "  Stewart  "  fine  tackle. 
Some  perch  and  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  Exe 
near  Exeter,  and  also  in  the  canal ;  at  the  latter  place 
the  fishing  should  be  good  after  some  rain.  At 
Exmouth,  Teignmouth,  and  neighbouring  coasts, 
good  takes  have  been  made  of  mackerel  and  flatSsh 
bj'  ths  netsmen,  but  the  rod  anglers  have  not  had 
their  usual  summer  harvest  of  bass  yet. — Red 
Palmer. 

Iiake    Coron   (Bodorgan,    Anglesey).  —  Fly 

fishing  for  trout  is  very  satisfactory,  and  with  the 
mild  rains  and  dull  windy  weather  will  continue  and 
improve.  On  Monday  (July  4)  Mr.  R.  Kendall, 
West  Kirby,  had  twenty-two,  two  over  li^lb.  each, 
and  averaging  ^Ib. ;  Mr.  R.  J.  Edwards,  J.P.,  Holy- 
head, nine,  averaging  over  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Owen  Williams, 
Llangefni,  three,  lib.  each  ;  and  Mr.  R.  D,  Owen, 
two,  iflb.  each.— W.  H. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — There  is  still  an  excellent 
run  of  water  in  the  tributaries  and  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  main  river.  The  river  is  now  opan  for 
all  coarse  fish  except  jack  and  perch.  The  effect  of 
the  fljods  of  last  year  and  the  flow  from  the  re- 
p'enished  springs  during  the  present  has  had  a 
marked  effect  on  the  coarse  fish.  They  are  taking 
more  freely  than  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and 
old  hands  on  the  river  report  the  fish  to  be  "  cleaner  " 
than  they  have  ever  been  seen  before.  Some 
good  roach  over  lib.  each  have  been  taken  at  Rye 
House,  while  at  St.  Margaret's  a  number  of  tench 
have  been  secured.  In  other  districts  fish  are  shy, 
but  on  the  whole  the  reaching  season  may  be  said 
to  have  opened  favourably. — Izaak  Walton. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — At  time  of  writing 
(Wednesday,  July  6)  the  river  is  low  and  clear,  and 
would  be  greatly  benefited  by  a  freshet.  Reports 
of  fine  fish  having  been  taken  in  the  evenings  come 
from  Ottery  St.  Mary,  and  on  the  RoUe  water  some 
good  sport  has  been  had.  The  sedges  are  good  flies 
lor  late  evening  work.  The  dry  fly  fisherman  may 
still  follow  his  pursuit  with  success  in  the  forenoon. 
From  about  8  a.m.  to  10  a.m.  is  a  good  time,  and 
the  Red  Quill  Gnat  will  be  found  useful. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — We  have  had  a  very 
busy  week  among  the  roach  and  bream,  several 
gentlemen  getting  very  good  bags.  The  best  roach, 
just  21b.,  fell  to  Mr.  Arnold's  rod,  and  he  has  sent  it 


to  be  "  Cooperised  "  as  it  was  a  very  handsome  fish. 
Mr.  South  also  had  several  coming  very  close  upon 
it  for  size,  and  every  evening  a  good  take  of  bream 
up  to  41b.,  all  in  fine  condition.  The  best  tench 
only  went  3Jlb.  and  there  were  several  decent 
perch.  The  river  is  in  first-class  order  now  for  all 
angling  purposes. — A.  Soaed. 

Ouse  (St,  Ives,  Hunts).— Miss  Spenoe,  a  lady 
member,  has  weighed  in  two  roach,  weighing 
respectively  lib.  loz.  and  lib.  SJoz.  Chub  up  to 
31b.  4oz.  and  bream  up  to  41b.  9oz.  have  also  been 
weighed  in,  and  rudd  up  to  2^1  b.  River  very 
bright,  wants  a  little  rain  now  just  to  give  it  a  tinge 
of  colour.  Bream  are  beginning  to  clean  them- 
selves on  the  shallows  on  the  gravel.  The  Heming- 
ford  Heads  seem  very  scant  of  fish  in  comparison 
to  other  seasons.  There  are  somo  grand  perch  in 
the  St.  Ives  Head  water  near  the  old  bridge.— 
Edward  Collinson. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — Hedgerows  laden  with 
honeysuckle  and  wild  rose,  and  meadows  redolent 
with  the  perfume  of  newly-mown  hay,  are  the 
agreeable  conditions  that  tempt  anglers  into  the 
country  just  now,  but  only  the  more  expert  return 
with  presentable  creels,  for  the  Severn,  Vymwy,  and 
tributaries  are  low  and  weedy,  and  the  fish  easily 
scared  to  holes  and  deeps.  It  is  difficult  to 
approach  rising  trout  without  putting  them  down, 
and  very  little  sport  has  of  late  been  obtained  by 
fly-fishers  save  with  regard  to  chub,  dace,  and  roach, 
which,  being  numerous  enough,  provide  some 
compensation  for  the  lack  of  trout  fishing.  The 
only  hope  of  obtaining  fair  trout  angling  in  the 
Shropshire  Severn  and  tributaries  in  the  years  to 
come  lies  in  the  restocking  and  protection — a  fact 
which  Salopian  anglers  are  now  beginning  to  realise. 
— Hafhen. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — Some  nice  showers  of  rain  which  have 
recently  fallen  in  this  neighbourhood  have  much 
improved  the  condition  of  th?86  rivers,  which  were 
getting  much  too  bright  and  clear  for  successful 
fly  fishing,  and  a  few  more  of  these  showers  would 
be  very  acceptable  at  present,  as  in  default  of  more 
rain  and  with  such  very  hot  weather  as  is  now 
experienced,  the  water  will  soon  again  be  in  the 
same  condition  as  before.  The  best  sport  just  now 
is  being  had  amongst  the  coarse  fish  in  the  deeper 
pools,  and  good  baskets  of  these  fish  are  being 
taken  daily  by  visitors  to  this  locality. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Grove  Ferry).  —  The  coarse  fish  are 
rapidly  getting  into  condition,  and  many  bags  of 
good  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken.  Messrs. 
J.  Wells,  W.  Musgrave,  Hye,  have  secured  good 
baskets;  while  Mr.  Bohling  (Brentford)  and  Mr.  F. 
Henson  captured  a  brace  of  perch  weighing  31b., 
with  other  fish.  Weed  cutting  has  been  started. — 
J.  Kirby. 

Sussex  Silvers  and  Chiohester  Canal. — Strange 
that  the  only  day  of  the  week  that  the  toiler  can 
have  a  day's  outing  should  be  wet,  yet  so  it  has 
been.  Thunder  showers  have  marred  the  outing, 
and  sport  has  not  been  upito  expectation.  Those 
who  visited  the  Rother,  with  its  charming  scenery, 
secured  a  brace  of  nice  trout  of  about  lib.,  but 
roach  and  bream  were  small  and  out  of  condition. 
At  Chichester  Canal,  where  the  water  is  in  good 
colour,  the  weeds  mar  successful  sport.  Then  again 
a  suicide  of  an  elderly  lady  in  the  Hemston  reach 
has  not  added  to  anglers'  visits.  The  water  dragged 
by  the  police  has  moved  some  of  the  nnmerous 
weeds,  but  a  general  clearance  is  badly  wanted  ere 
good  results  can  be  attained.  The  Bognor  Angling 
Society  held  their  first  fresh-water  competition  on 
June  29.  Harbour  fishing  has  been  good — bream, 
a  few  mullet,  and  bass. — Q.  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Iiampeter,  Cardiganshire). — Two  or 
three  salmon,  were  landed  last  week,  and  a  few 
baskets  of  trout  taken  by  evening  fishars.  At  time 
of  writing  (July  4)  the  river  is  low,  and  rain  much 
needed  to  improve  sport. — H. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — These  rivers  are  nowin  capital conditionfor 
angling.  Trout  are  well  on  the  feed,  taking  the  fly 
freely.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  taken  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Coquet  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Harbottle  ;  sport  on  the  Tyne  rules  very  good  just 
now.  Several  nice  baskets  have  been  got  with  docken 
grub.  A  friend  of  ours  took  several  large  trout  with 
this  lure  on  Tuesday.  The  reservoirs  have  been 
affording  excellent  sport  during  the  past  week,  some 
good  baskets  having  been  taken  with  minnow. 
Useful  flies  at  present  are  Black  Gnat,  Yellow  Dun, 


Trout,  Sba-Tkout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
slocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flieB  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  MILLKR,  Northern  Anglsrs'  DepOt,  19,  New 
Station-atreet,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Fiscator,  Leeds." 


Red  Ant,  Knotted  Midge,  Bracken  Clock,  Stone 
Midge,  and  Orange  Dun. — Henry  A.  Mubton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  water  remains  low  and  clear, 
and  the  successes  of  the  salmon  angler  are  fewer 
during  the  last  eight  or  ten  days  than  tit  any  time 
since  the  season  commenced.  There  are,  however, 
plenty  of  salmon  in  the  river.  On  Saturday,  Major 
Trevor  landed  a  fish  of  101b.  weight  in  the  Voulans. 
Mr.  Sword  has  been  having  excellent  sport.  On 
Monday  he  killed  a  14-pounder  in  the  Signs, 
and  on  Tuesday  he  was  fortunate  enough  to 
land  six  salmon  —  lOlb.,  11  Jib.,  and  12 Jib.,  and 
three  of  141b. — all  in  Pool  Gardener.  A  few 
nice  trout  have  also  been  taken,  the  "  spotted  ones" 
being  in  capital  condition.  The  association  bailiffs 
took  120  salmon  with  the  nets  last  week,  a  splendid 
lot  of  fish,  the  weights  being  from  41b.  to  301b. 
The  river  has  also  been  netted  this  week. — T.  R, 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge). —  Rivers 
at  present  are  rather  low,  trout  rise  lairly  well  to 
the  fly  in  the  evening.  The  best  basket  this  week 
was  caught  by  T.  Price,  7  Jib,,  heaviest  trout,  3  Jib., 
with  worm  and  minnow  on  the  Cilieny. — Pont- 

SENNY. 

Wye  and  Dertrent  (Derbyshire^ — These  rivers 
continue  low  and  clear,  and  are  in  good  order 
for  the  fly,  but  no  reports  of  any  heavy  baskets  have 
come  to  hand,  two  and  three  brace  being  a  good 
average  catch,  both  from  the  Wye  and  upper  reaches 
of  the  Derwent,  including;  Chatsworth  and  the 
Hathersage  portions  of  the  latter  river.  The 
Darleydale  and  also  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Associations'  waters  have  only  yielded 
similar  creels.  J uly  is  considered  to  be  the  worst 
month  in  the  season.  The  prospect,  therefore,  is 
not  very  rosy,  the  evening  being  the  only  time  you 
can  rely  on  to  get  a  fish  or  two.  Useful  flies.  Ash 
Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Golden  Dun,  Throstle  Wing, 
Black  Gnat,  and  white  and  brown  moths  for 
evening. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
•to.  (Torks). — We  have  been  having  some  very 
nice  summer  weather  during  the  last  few  days,  con- 
sequently all  our  streams  have  been  running  very 
low.  There  has  been  very  little  doing  in  the  Yore 
and  its  tributaries.  On  Tuesday  there  was  a 
thunderstorm  on  the  upper  reaches,  which 
brought  about  two  feet  of  fresh  water  down, 
which  should  improve  matters.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Wharfe  sport  has  been  only 
of  a  moderate  character  at  Kilnsey,  Bumsall,  Bolton 
Abbey  and  Ilkley.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out, 
and  those  that  have  been  have  met  with  best 
results  in  the  early  morning  fishing  with  the  worm 
and  minnow  well  up  in  the  streams,  also  late  in  the 
evening  with  the  moths  ;  Bustards  and  the  follow- 
ing fiies  have  done  fairly  well  at  times,  Brown  Owl, 
Poult  Bloa,  Black  Midge,  Knotted  Midge  and  Stone 
Midge.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  the 
bottom  fishermen  have  not  done  so  well  amongst 
the  roach  and  dace.  Sport  amongst  the  barbel  has 
been  very  quiet.  At  Tadcaster  one  or  two  baskets 
of  roach  have  been  caught  weighing  from  51b.  to  81b. 
Sport  on  the  Derwent  has  not  bean  up  to  the  usual 
standard ;  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  in 
the  districts  of  Malton  and  Castle  Howard.  Noheavy 
baskets  have  been  reported.  The  Swale  is  low  and 
clear  and  sport  continues  to  ba  slow.  All  the  York- 
shire rivers  want  more  rain,  then  sport  will  greatly 
improve,  but  not  until  there  is  a  change  in  the 
atmosphere. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers" 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— During  the  week  ending  June  24  anglers  from 
the  hotel  landed  on  neighbouring  lochs  1514  fish, 
4741b. ;  on  June  27,  the  result  was  210  trout,  74Jlb.  ; 
on  June  28,  180,  641b. ;  on  fJune  29.  139,  68|lb. ; 
on  June  30,  168,  64Jlb.  ;  on  July  1,  237,  621b.  The 
anglers  out  included  Mr.  Luddington,  Ely ;  Mr. 
Simpson,  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  Lewis,  Carmarthen  ;  Mr. 
Summers,  Pembroke ;  Jlr.  Chancellor  and  Mr. 
Prescott,  Carlisle ;  Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  London  ; 
Mr,  Vicars,  London ;  Colonel  Braun,  Liverpool ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson,  Stirling ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  Mr.  Child,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Todd, 
Mr.  Holland,  and  others. — B. 

Beauly. — Notwithstanding  the  dry  nature  of  the 
weather  during  the  past  week,  some  good  angling 
has  been  obtained  on  the  home  reeiches  of  the 
Beauly.  Col.  Kincaid  Smith  concluded  his  fishing 
on  June  30,  and  had  the  following  sport  during  the 
week:  On  June  27,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  five  grilse, 
averaging  41b. ;  on  June  28,  two  grilse,  4  Jib.  and 
51b.;  on  June  29,  one  grilse,  71b.  ;  on  June  30, 
one  grilse,  4  Jib.  Mr.  Duff  succeeds  the  Colonel 
on  the  Home  Beat  for  July,  and  on  Saturday 
last  landed  a  grilse  of  51b.  Fishing  the  Castle  water, 
the  Hon.  Bernard  C.  Maxwell  had  two  grilse  of  4Jlb. 
and  4lb.  on  July  1,  and  one  of  51b.  the  following 
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day.  Mr.  J.  Bradly  Firth,  the  lessee  of  Cozae 
shootings,  has  gone  up  for  a  fortnight's  fishing  on 
the  lochs,  while  Mr.  Barrj',  the  tenant  of  Struy, 
comes- up  on  July  12  for  the  seasoru  Good  runs  of 
grilse  continue  to  scale  the  Falls,  and  there  is  an 
abundance  of  clean  run  fisli  in  the  upper  reaches. 
Parties  from  the  Cannich  Hotel  have  been  having 
capital  fishing  in  the  river  and  lochs  around.  Takes 
of  from  91b.  to  151b.  were  grassed  during  the  week, 
the  heaviest  trout  got  turning  the  scale  at  31b.  12oz. 
In  the  tidal  waters  very  few  sea-trout  were  landed, 
the  baskets  being  almost  nil. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Heavy  rains  fell  on 
July  3,  but  the  water  on  Monday  was  not  much 
affected.  Salmon  are  making  a  good  show  in  the 
Esk.  Sea-trout  are  fairly  plentiful  and  continue  to 
afford  good  sport.  On  Friday,  July  1,  Mr.  Chris- 
topher Roe  had  a  sea-trout,  Ijlb.,  below  Langholm  ; 
Mr.  A.  Johnstone  caueht  one  of  21b.,  and  Mr.  R.  J. 
Beattie  had  one  of  1  Jib.  in  the  same  water  :  Mr.  W. 
Weatherstone  and  Mr.  J.  Morrison  had  each  some 
sea-trout,  the  latter  with  bait  on  Saturday.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  Cyril  G.  Francis,  Hastings,  caught  four 
sea-trout  with  fly  in  the  water  below  Langholm, 
averaging  about  Iflb.  each ;  Mr.  A.  MacMillan, 
Langholm,  had  two  sea-trout  about  21b.  each  at 
Cogie;  on  July  2,  Mr.  S.  Jackson  had  a  full  creel 
of  yellow  trout  in  Stennish  water ;  Messrs,  W.  and 
D.  Glendenning  and  J.  Young  creeled  twelve  dozen 
yellow  trout  in  Tarras,  and  at  another  fishing 
Messrs.  W.  Glendenning  and  J.  Young  had  nine 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  Logan  water  ;  Mr.  Young  bad 
also  a  sea-trout  l^lb. ;  Mr.  W.  Borthwick  caught 
one  of  31b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  had  one  of  about 
the  same  weight  in  Langholm  water,  a  little  below 
Langholm  Bridge,  opposite  the  Established  Church ; 
Mr.  J.  Robinson  had  two  sea-trout,  lilb.  and  1^-lb.  ; 
and  Mr.  A.  Johnstone  had  sea-trout  at  Skippers 
Bridge.  Fishing  in  the  mid  reaches.  Dr.  Patterson, 
Windy  HiU,  had  three  sea-trout  during  the  week, 
about  l|lb.  each  ;  Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr,  Canonbie  Manse, 
had  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  ;  Mr.  Walter  Irving  caught 
two  of  about  the  same  weight ;  Mr.  David  Murray, 
Canonbie,  had  two  sea-trout,  2Jlb.  and  IJlb.  ;  Mr. 
R.  Xelson,  Rowanburn,  caught  two  sea-trout,  l^lb. 
each ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Rowanburn,  had  two,  2|lb. 
and  1  Jib.,  in  the  Canonbie  water.  In  Netherby  water, 
Mr.  D.  Little,  Canonbie,  two  sea-trout,  21b.  each 
A  few  sea-trout  have  been  got  in  the  Double  Water, 
both  in  the  Xetherby  reserved  portion  and  in  the 
Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge  stretches.  Salmon  are 
not  taking  freely;  one  weighing  111b.  has  been 
taken  from  the  Scottish  side  of  the  W  illow  Pool. 
In  Liddle  water,  Mr.  J,  Little,  Carlsgill,  creeled  61b. 
of  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.W.  Baker,  London,  and  Mr. 
J.  Wilkin,  Newcastle,  have  each  had  good  baskets  of 
bum  trout  in  the  lower  stretches  of  the  Liddle  during 
the  week.  Mr.  T.  Steel,  Canonbie,  has  also  had 
good  sport  with  yellow  trout.  In  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Liddle,  Messrs.  Walker,  W.  Beattie,  J. 
Armstrong  and  others,  have  had  fair  baskets  of 
yellow  trout,  and  a  goodly  number  have  been  got 
in  the  Hermitage,  below  the  Thirty-Shilling  Hough. 
In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  an  angler  caught 
and  landed  a  salmon,  scaling  101b.,  with  small  No.  4 
fly.  Mr.  Adam  Keen  has  had  good  sport  in  the 
Lower  Liddle  with  yellow  trout,  and  Messrs.  A. 
Porteoug,  G.  Bell,  J.  Wilson,  A.  Jardine  and  others 
have  been  fairly  successful  in  the  same  water. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Inclmadamph  Hotel  (Sntherland). — On  June  27, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  on  Letteressa,'  killed  thirteen 
trout,  weighing  61b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Castle  Bay, 
sixteen,  "lb.  ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twenty- 
eight,  121b.;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  West  Assynt,  ten, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  River  Inver,  eight,  41b.  On 
June  28,  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-one, 
9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Gillaroo,  seven,  41b. ;  Mr. 
Grotrian,  on  River  Inver,  twenty,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Wilson, 
on  River  Inver,  one  grilse,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on 
Skaig,  twenty  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  N.  Webb,  on  Hill 
Lochs,  ten,  5lb.  On  June  29,  Mr.  Hawkins,  on 
Mid  Assynt,  eighteen,  7 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Darke,  on  Skaig, 
seventeen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Castle  Bay,  nine, 
51b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-five, 
101b, ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Head  Assynt,  six,  91b.  On 
June  30,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-six, 
8Jlb. ;  Mr.  Henry  Blake,  on  Letteressa,  nine  51b. ; 
Messrs.  Webb,  on  Skaig,  eight,  4  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Hawkins, 
on  Mid  Assynt,  fifteen,  6  Jib. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on 
Castle  Bay,  ten,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  River  inver, 
two  salmon,  121b.  On  July  1,  Mr.  Webb,  on  Castle 
Bay,  twelve  trout,  61b.  On  July  2,  Mr.  W.  Wallace, 
jun  ,  on  GiUaroo,  three,  51b. — W.  Wallace. 

Zala  (Perth). — The  streams  are  about  as  low  as 
at  any  time  for  several  years.  A  spate  is  wanted 
to  clear  out  the  bottoms  which  are  thickly  covered 
with  fungoid  growths.  The  best  sport  is  being  got 
in  the  early  mornings  and  in  the  evenings.  The 
clear  worm  fishers  are  having  a  good  time,  but  the 
main  lure  is  fly,  and  the  baskets  run  up  to  161b. 
The  sport  is  indifferent  on  the  lochs,  as  the  trout  do 
not  rise  freely,  and  trolling  is  disallowed,  but  troqt 


up  to  21b.  have  been  gott  The  most  successful 
were  Lady  Kinloch  and  the  Misses  Kinloch,  Glenisla 
House ;  Mr.  Neilson,  Glasgow ;  Capt.  Lumsden, 
Seaforth  Highlanders ;  and  Messrs.  Lawson  and 
Tom  Shaw,  Dimdee.  A  pike  of  211b.,  and  40in.  in 
length,  was  killed  at  Cupar- Angus,  the  largest  taken 
for  many  years.  An  attempt  is  being  made  to 
reduce  the  number  of  pike  in  this  part  of  the 
river. — Iasgaih. 

LocliliiTer  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  Juno  24,  Mr. 
Burgess  had  one  ferox,  7Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Jonas  and 
Burgess,  twenty-two  trout,  11  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Dickinson 
and  Hay  (sea),  takes  of  sorts.  On  June  25,  "  Mac- 
Nab,"  one  grilse,  51b.  :  Mr.  Hay,  twelve  trout,  41b.  ; 
Messrs.  Prockter  and  Clegg,  seventeen,  6|lb. ;  Mr. 
Jonas,  six,  31b.  On  June  27,  Mr.  Stantield,  thirty- 
eight  trout,  15lb. ;  Messrs.  Prockter  and  Clegg, 
twenty-three,  9 Jib.  On  June  28,  Mr.  Jonas,  twelve 
trout,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  Dickinson,  one  salmon,  81b.  On 
June  29,  Mr.  Jonas,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  On  June  30, 
Mr.  Dickinson  (sea),  takeof  sorts.  On  July  1,  "Mac- 
Nab,"  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  ;  "MacNab's"  henchman, 
one  grilse,  5 Jib. ;  Mr,  Jonas,  seventeen  trout,  10  Jib., 
heaviest  3Jlb.  On  July  2,  Mr.  Graham  Brown,  one 
grilse,  5Jlb.,  three  trout,  lib. ;  Mr.  Dickinson,  one 
grilse,  3£lb. ;  Mr.  Jonas,  sixteen  trout,  121b.  On 
July  4,  Mr.  Dickinson,  two  grilse,  41b.,  5Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Fuller  Maitland,  thirty  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and 
Dr.  Waters,  twenty-six,  81b.  ;•  Mr.  Turner,  nineteen, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Graham  Brown,  twenty-three,  SJlb. — 
JoHiT  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leveu  (Kinross). — The  absence  of  rain  till 
this  week,  when  it  has  become  showery,  and  the 
prevalence  of  hard  south  -  westerly  winds  have 
put  a  stop  to  angling,  and  barely  a  dozen  boats 
have  been  out  since  last- report.  Few  trout  have 
been  got,  but  the  broken  weather,  should  it  con- 
tinue, will  improve  matters.  The  number  of  trout 
caught  last  month  was  the  smallest  on  record, 
namely,616:  they  weighed  6691b.  Last  year  67  2  were 
taken  in  June  with  a  weight  of  917flb.  The  total 
number  of  trout  creeled  to  the  end  of  June  this 
year  was  1749,  which  weighed  20041b.  compared 
with  1124  trout,  1518Jlb..  last  year.  The  weight, 
though  above  average,  is  rather  less  than  last  year. 
— R.  B.  Laing. 

Oversea!^  Hotel    Waters    (Lairgf,  IT.B.).— 

Despite  unfavourable  circumstance  as  to  weather, 
the  following  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  by 
upwards  of  twenty  anglers.  On  June  27,  the  total 
catch  was  181  trout,  66Jlb.  ;  on  Jvme  28,  155, 
60Jlb.  ;  on  June  20,  ten  dozen,  42Jlb. ;  on  June  30, 
173,  6?Jlb.  Since  then  sport  has  been  equally  good, 
and  about  twenty  rods  out  daily. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  IT.B.). — 

Splendid  sport  is  being  got  here  on  the  neighbour- 
ing lochs,  Chain,  An-Uidhe,  Clashfern,  Gorm,  etc., 
by  Mr.  Clay,  Oxford ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellowes, 
Saxmundham ;  Mr.  Little,  Kenley ;  Mr.  Meade, 
Oxford  ;  and  a  number  of  others.  Sea  fishing  much 
enjoyed. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  little  or  no 
sport  in  most  of  the  Border  rivers  during  the  past 
week.  Sea-trout  have  been  making  a  very  poor 
show,  and  any  that  have  been  entering  the  rivers 
have  run  on  inland  to  the  middle  and  higher  reaches. 
There  was  a  thunderstorm  on  Tuesday,  and  the 
rivers  showed  a  rise  of  six  inches  in  the  evening,  and 
more  rain  fell  on  Wednesday.  The  waters,  however, 
are  not  likely  to  be  improved  in  any  way  with  the 
rainfall.  What  is  wanted  now  is  a  good  rousing 
spate  to  scour  out  the  streams,  then  a  spell 
of  fine,  dry  weather  for  a  month  or  six  weeks. 
Although  the  weather  is  slightly  unsettled  looking, 
the  rainfall  will  require  to  be  a  heavy  one  to  bring 
about  a  flood.  With  all  the  standing  crops  over 
the  country  an  ordinary  heavy  rain  affects  the 
rivers  but  slightly  at  this  period  of  the  year.  There 
are  no  herling  running  yet.  No  doubt  odd  ones  are 
entering  the  rivers,  as  they  are  being  caught  in 
the  nets  in  the  firth.  They  rarely  make  any 
show  before  July  20  in  any  of  the  Solway  rivers. 
There  should  be  a  few  by  the  end  of  next  week. 
The  Annan. — There  has  been  no  sport  in  this  river 
during  the  past  week,  Mr.  Laurie  killed  a  nice  sea- 
trout  below  bridge  in  the  evening  of  July  5  with 
fly,  and  this  was  the  only  sea- trout  taken  in  the 
lower  waters  for  ten  days.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle 
water  the  Keeper  Reid  had  a  couple  of  sea- trout  on 
July  5,  and  lost  two  others.  In  the  Scales  pool 
Mr.  J.  Rae,  Ecclefechan,  had  four  on  July  4, 
all  nice  sea-trout.  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's  keeper 
had  two.  All  these  were  taken  with  fly.  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  Cairn,  had  a  brace  of  sea-trout  in  Sir 
Robert  Jardino's  portion  of  Castlemilk  with  night  fly, 
and  an  odd  one  has  been  landed  in  the  Wamphray 
and  Dinwoodie  portions.  The  Dxjmfbies  Nith. — 
Very  poor  sport  has  been  the  rule  in  this  river  since 
last  week's  notes.  The  Mid  Nithsdale  Association's 
stretch  of  the  river  has  given  an  odd  sea-trout  or 
two,  and  the  Auldgarth  water  has  also  afforded 


sport  to  thoso  fishing  with  the  night  fly.  In  the 
lower  waters  there  hew  been  nothing  doing  for  a 
considerable  time.  The  Galloway  Rivers  ani> 
Lochs. — There  are  no  notes  from  the  rivers  of  this 
district  this  week,  beyond  the  statement  that 
angling  has  been  excessively  disappointing  on 
all  the  rivers.  Visitors  have  had  some  sport 
on  Lochenbrack  Loch,  and  the  waters  in  the 
Carsphairn  district  have  also  afforded  some 
fair  angling  in  the  evenings.  Ayrshiee. — 
The  lochs  are  now  about  their  best.  On 
Loch  Doon  a  number  of  visitors  have  been  landing 
from  twenty  to  forty  yollow  trout  per  day  with  fly. 
There  is  no  sport  worth  recording  on  the  rivers  just 
now.  A  flood  is  much  needed  to  put  the  rivers  in 
good  order  and  cause  a  run  of  fresh  trout  from  the 
sea. — Heatherbell. 

Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.). — Since 
last  reported  excellent  sport  has  been  got  on  Loch 
Shin,  Beannoch,  Fuarloch,  and  Cracail.  Amongst 
anglers  out  were  Mr.  Copeland,  St.  Leonards-on- 
Sea ;  Mr.  Connacher,  Perth ;  Mr.  Sparrow  and 
party,  Shrewsbury;  Mr.  Russell  and  Mr.  Roope, 
Lillington;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlyon,  Brockenhurst; 
and  others.  Capital  sport  on  Lochs  Shin,  Cracail, 
Beannoch,  Fuarloch,  etc.  Trout  average  over  |lb., 
Salmo  ferox  about  31b.,  and  salmon  111b. — B. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — This  river  continued  in 
order  throughout  the  week,  but  it  is  so  much  reduced 
that  the  fly  cannot  be  used  on  many  of  the  shallow 
casts.  A  heavy  fall  of  rain  occurred  on  July  4, 
and  fresh  water  came  into  the  tributaries,  but  not 
enough  to  produce  the  required  flood,  and  the  state 
of  the  main  stream  remained  unchanged.  The 
grilse  that  were  in  the  stretch  below  Caronroe  have 
ascended  the  weir  and  are  at  Kilrea,  where  they  will 
remain  till  there  is  enough  water  to  take  them 
over  the  shallows.  A  run  of  grilse  and  summer 
salmon  came  in  from  the  sea  and  ascended  as  far 
as  Coleraine,  but  they  ceased  running  and  are  re- 
maining in  the  brackish  water.  Mr.  Giles  caught 
ten  trout,  141b.,  on  the  Portglenone  section;  Mr.  F, 
Wilson,  one  grilse,  4Jlb. ;  Mr,  Wright,  twenty-eight 
pike,  561b.,  on  the  Kilrea.  stretch ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Corry,  five  salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from  ojlb.  to 
111b.  ;  Captain  Powell,  twelve,  from  51b.  to  "lolb.  ; 
Captain  Chichester,  ten,  from  4Jlb.  to  141b. ;  Mr.  G. 
Andrews,  fourteen,  from  SJlb.  to  121b. ;  and  Mr. 
C.  W.  Henderson,  four,  51b.  to  111b.,  at  Caronroe. 
— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Heavy  rain  fell  in  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  but  the  ground  was  so  dry 
and  open  that  it  raised  the  streams  comparatively 
little.  On  the  Crumlin  on  July  5  two  anglers  caught 
forty-one  and  thirty-nine  small  trout,  and  on  the 
Glenavy  and  Clady  some  larger  fish  were  caught  on 
the  Greenwell's  Glory,  Hare's  Ear,  Whirling  Dun, 
and  Wickham.  The  Dams  are  fishing  indifferently 
except  during  the  brief  evening  rise.  The  trout 
are  so  much  fished  over  by  some  ninety  anglers 
that  thev  have  become  exceptionally  shy  and  wary, 
—J,  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  is  improving, 
one  angler  had  three  sea-trout  and  two  dozen 
brown  trout.  Mr.  J.  H.  Bona  had  four  sea-trout 
and  thirty  brown  trout.  The  fishing  rights  on  this 
water  are  now  held  by  the  Southern  Hotel,  and 
anglers  staying  there  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
fishing  on  this  water. August  is  generally  the  best 
month.— T.  J.  D. 

Bme  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — During 
the  past  week  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  landed  six  salmon 
andgrihe,  of  181b.,  151b.,  101b.,  81b.,  61b.,  and  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Peart  landed  six  salmon  and  grilse,  of  lolb., 
141b.,  141b.,  91b.,  61b.,  and  61b.;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike 
landed  seven  salmon  and  grilse,  weighing  from  191b, 
to  51b.,  and  on  July  4  and  5,  Mr.  Pike  landed  five, 
17Jlb.,  15Jlb.,  71b.,  61b.,  51b.;  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson 
landed  nine  salmon  and  grilse  during  the  past  week, 
of  281b.,  161b.,  161b.,  lOlb..  161b.,  81b.,  71b.,  61b.. 
and  61b. ;  Mr.  C.  J  Sitwell  landed  five  salmon  and 
grilse,  weighing  from  91b.  to  51b.  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn 
landed  two  of  61b.  each  on  July  2  ;  and  Mr.  John 
Stone  landed  six  salmon  and  grilse  on  July  2  and  5, 
of  19Jlb.,  81b.,  7lb.,  61b.,  6lb.,  and  51b.,  and  Major 
Cliff  landed  six  salmon  and  grilse,  of  14lb..  71b., 
71b„  61b..  51b.  and  61b.,  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Sitwell, 
two  of  61b.  and  5lb.  Sport  amongst  the  salmon 
on  the  Erne,  at  time  of  writing,  continues  good,  and 
rain  has  been  falling  heavily  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours  and  sport  is  certain  to  be  still  better 
when  we  get  some  more  water  in  the  river  in  a  day 
or  so  now. — M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonhur). — Fishing  in  this  water 
from  Kilbride  Lodge  are  Messrs.  J.  E.  Coekbum, 
G.  Westrup,  and  R.  Ryner.  Owing  to  a  few  rough 
days  fishing  has  not  been  so  good.  The  weather  at 
present  much  improved,  and  we  look^  forward  for 


26 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  9,  1904 


good  sport.  On  June  27,  Mr.  J.  E.  Cockbum  caught 
one  trout,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  G.Westrup,three,91b.,  61b.,  and 
3ilb.,  on  troll ;  Mr.  R.  Ryner,  three  trout,  61b.,  3  Jib., 
and  lib.,  on  troll.  On  July  2  trout  began  to  take  the 
artificial  fly  again,  rose  freely,  but  did  not  hook  so 
well.  However,  Mr.  J.  E.  Cock  burn,  on  July  2,  got 
ten  trout,  ranging  from  lib.  to  2Jlb.  As  some 
anglers  are  leaving  there  is  room  for  more.— P. 
Stjmmebville. 

Longlis  Mask  and  Corrib  CClonbnr). — Owing 
to  unsettled  weather  fishing  has  fallen  oft  a  bit,  and 
the  big  baskets  creek d  for  the  past  three  months 
have  disappeared.  The  weather  much  improved  as 
I  write  (July  5),  and  a  nice  basket  of  three  and  a  half 
brace,  caught  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grubb  on  the 
Clonbur  shores  of  Lough  Corrib,  all  on  the  Daddy 
Longlegs;  one  brace  turned  the  scale  at  6Ib. — J.  A.  J. 

Lontrli  Melvlu. — Sport  continues  good  with 
trout,  and  some  fine  baskets  of  gUlaroos  were  daily 
taken  by  the  anglers  out  on  the  lake  during  the 
past  week.  Mr.  P.  Ward  landed  a  grilse  of  61b.  on 
July  I,  and  Mr.  A.  Conolly  took  another  of  51b., 
and  a  brown  trout  of  621b.,  on  the  4th.  Mr,  G. 
Wren  and  friend  took  twenty-nine  gillaroos  and 
brown  trout,  weighing  161b.,  on  July  2,  and 
Mr.  C.  Gallagher  took  fourteen  trout,  weigh- 
ing 91b,  on  July  5.  Mr.  Morrow  landed  a 
grilse  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  H.  Gallon  took  two  trout 
(salmo  ferox)  of  3^11).  and  41b.  (trdling)  on  July  4. 
Sport  generally  on  the  lake  during  the  past  week 
was  good,  and  now  with  this  soft  rain  falling  at 
time  of  writing  sport  will  still  improve  as  trout  aro 
now  rising  freely  to  the  fly,  and  fine  baskets  of 
beautiful  gUlaroos  and  brown  trout  are  being  got. 
— M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 

The  river  rose  on  July  3  when  the  nets  were  off  and 
plenty  of  salmon  got  up.  The  water  is  in  good 
order,  but  the  weather  unsettled.  Mr.  Dobson  this 
week  killed  three  salmon ;  Mr,  Forsyth  one. 
Captain  Williams  has  had  several  since  the  season 
opened.  The  prospects  are  considered  excellent, — 
J.  A.  B. 

Uoy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
week  was  good,  several  fine  fish  being  taken  with 
fly.  Mr.  Warren  had  two  fish,  61b.  and  71b.  ;  Mr. 
Peach,  four,  51b.,  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Legard, 
two;  Mr.  James  Bateman,  three,  61b.,  61b.,  and 
7lb. ;  Colonel  Plant,  one,  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Garvey 
had  a  few  fish.  Some  fish  were  had  on  the  upper 
waters.  All  the  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish. 
There  were  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  got  on  the 
lower  reaches  with  fly  and  minnow.  Lough  Conn 
fished  well  during  the  week,  some  large  trout  being 
taken  and  good  pike. — John  Devebs. 

Illloy  (Foxford). — The  fishing  here  for  the  last 
week  has  been  as  follows :  Mr.  R.  W.  Mills,  fifteen 
fish,  average  weight,  61b.;  Dr.  Brayne,  five,  average 
weight  81b.;  Mr.  F.  C.  Scargil),  twelve,  average 
weight  101b.;  Mr.  N.  Cayley  four.  Mrs.  Cayley 
landed  a  springer,  12Jlb.,  ^with  a  ten-foot^rod. — 

P.  J.  COGHLAN. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Itlayo). — River  well  stocked  with  grilse  and  sea- 
trout.  Mr.  Peach,  three  grilse,  171b. ;  Judge  Beat- 
man,  two  grilse,  111b.;  Mr.  Warren,  two  grilse,  8  Jib.; 
Mr.  Garvey,  two  grilse,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  Lane,  six  grilse, 
341b. ;  Mr.  P.  Stow,  six  grilse,  35lb. ;  Mr.  Perry 
Knox  Gore,  eight  grilse,  441b. ;  Colonel  Plant,  three 
grilse,  151b.,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  Captain  Wilson, 
two  grilse,  111b.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  getting  daily 
from  one  dozen  to  two  dozen  each  rod.  Some  nice 
trout  have  been  got  on  the  loughs,  also  an  occasional 
grilse. — Pat  Heabnes. 

BiOsses  (Duugloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  Crolly 
rose  after  the  rain  of  the  early  part  of  this  week, 
and  both  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  on  the  run  to 
the  lakes.  For  the  past  three  weeks  great  numbers 
of  salmon  and  sea-trout  were  in  the  bay.  No 
anglers  here  yet. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Caatleoonnell). — Weather  heavy  with 
occasional  showers  of  rain.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  S,  C. 
Vansittart  killed  six  peal,  4jlb.,  41b.,  51b.,  51b.,  4lb., 
and  5lb.  On  Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed  two 
peal,  3Jlb.  and  31b.  On  New  Garden,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Coppinger  killed  one  peal,  4|lb. ;  Capt.  J.  Bayly, 
two  peal,  3ilb.  and  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Milner,  seven 
peal,  61b.,  4Jlb.,  3ilb.,  41b.,  ejlb.,  61b.,  and  4Jlb. 
On  Prospect,  Major  Hallowes  killed  five  peal,  51b., 
31b.,  41b.,  21b.,  and  3Jlb.,  and  one  salmon,  131b.  ; 
Mr.  C.  C.  Church,  four  peal,  6Jlb.,  31b.,  4Ib.,  and 
Clb. — John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Serg  (Killaloe). — The 
fishing  since  last  report  haa  been  unusually  good. 
Mr.  A.  Malsbury  Cotham  having  killed  in  his  Mill 
Pool  Fishery  in  one  week  twenty-two  salmon  and 
grilse,  and  in  the  next  week  twenty-one ;  total  for 
the  fortnight,  forty-three  fish.  Michael  Gleeson, 
one  of  my  fishermen,  got  fifteen  grilse  and  several 
dishes  of  trout.    Sir  Montague  and  Lady  Montague 


Chapman  have  also  done  well.  Grilse  very  plenti- 
ful, A  few  days  ago  we  saw  a  beautiful  sight 
indeed,  between  80  and  100  grilse  trekking  up- 
river  through  two  arches  of  the  bridge,  their  silver 
coats  of  mail  armour  shining  like  the  sun  in  the 
water.  They  headed  straight  for  the  snow-white 
foam  under  the  weir-wall  in  one  of  my  salmon 
reaches. — S.  J.  Huei^ey. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sea- 
trout  are  beginning  to  furnish  sport  on  the  above 
waters.  On  July  3  Mr.  Whitall  and  Mr.  King 
landed  forty  brown  trout  and  two  soa-trout  on 
Cloonaglin  lake,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Campbell 
caught  thirty  brown  trout  and  three  sea-trout  on 
Lough  Naiska.  On  July  4,  Dr.  Fenwick  and  Mr. 
W.  Fenwick  landed  two  sea- trout  and  three  dozen 
brown  trout  on  Lough  Namona. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  on  favour- 
able days.  On  one  day  four  anglers  had  twenty 
pollack  in  about  four  hours,  and  three  anglers  out 
bottom  fishinii  had  one  hundred  and  four  gurnard 
and  eleven  miscellaneous  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. —  Several  bass  have  recently  been 
taken  by  fishing  from  the  groynes  on  the  eastern 
shore.  One  of  101b.  and  another  of  121b.  are 
recorded. — H. 

Darrsmane  (co.  Kerry). — Though  the  weather 
has  been  rather  wild  and  wet,  sport  haa  been  good 
at  pollack  both  from  rocks  and  boats.  Mullet  are 
now  coming  in. — T.  J.  D. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — The  sea  has  been  rather 
too  choppy  for  boat  angling  during  the  past  week. 
On  favourable  days,  a  few  bream  and  pollack  have 
been,  taken,  and  a  few  dozen  silver  whiting  per 
boat.— H. 

Penzance. —  Ground  fishing. —  Some  very  good 
catches.  One  boat's  sport  for  week : — June  29,  six 
pollack,  thirteen  pouting,  one  crawfish  91b.,  six 
conger,  ten  bream ;  June  30,  fourteen  pollack, 
some  121b.,  one  cod  201b.,  two  pouting,  ten  bream  ; 
July  1 — poor  sport — ten,  various;  on  the  2nd, 
thirteen  good  size  pollack,  six  bream,  four  pouting, 
one  whiting ;  on  the  4th  very  good  sport,  thirty- two 
pollack,  average  81b.,  some  fine  fish  among  this  lot, 
two  ling,  one  conger,  twelve  bream,  eight  pouting, 
one  whiting  ;  on  the  5th,  thirteen  pollack  and  about 
thirty  various.  Pier  fishing  at  Newlyn. — Very  fair 
sport  last  week.  Rather  slight  so  far  this  week. 
Fish  catching  —  bream,  mullet,  bass,  and  small 
pollack.— J.  H.  RowE,  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymonth. — We  are  still  favoured  with  fine 
weather,  and  there  is  plenty  of  sport  either  from 
the  piers  or  boats.  The  mackerel  are  in  the  Sound, 
and  can  be  caught,  not  only  early  in  the  mornings, 
but  all  day  long.  One  of  the  small  yachts  last  week 
had  fifty-four  dozen  (one  day's  fishing),  and  the 
owner  told  me  that  as  fast  as  the  spinner  was  in  the 
water  he  had  a  fish  on,  sometimes  he  did  not  even 
put  the  lead  over.  The  fish  were  not  very  large, 
but  the  numbers  made  up  for  the  size.  Pollack  are 
feeding  very  well,  and  some  very  large  ones  have 
been  taken  near  the  Breakwater.  Mr.  Honey  has 
been  having  some  fine  bass  on  the  artificial,  and 
there  are  large  quantities  of  smelt  being  taken  up 
the  Yealm.  I  expect  the  big  bass  that  are  to  be 
found  near  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  are 
driving  these  fish  up  ;  these  latter  fish  are  taking  the 
white  spiiming  sand-eel.  They  are  also  taking  very 
large  bass  in  the  Hamoaze.  The  list  of  edible  fish 
for  the  month  include :  Pilchard,  herring,  homelyn- 
ray,  sharp-nosed  ray,  skate,  thomback,  launce, 
sturgeon,  mullet,  atherine  (smelt),  wrasses  in 
general,  breams  in  general,  surmullet,  bass,  pollack 
lythe,  hake,  mackerel,  scad,  dory,  salmon,  trout, 
peal,  eel,  conger,  dab,  brill,  turbot,  sole,  halibut, 
plaice,  flounder. — W.  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  taking  dabs,  and 
boat  anglers  dabs  and  whiting.  The  former  are 
very  abundant  just  now.  Mackerel  not  in  the  bay 
yet.— H. 

Tenby  (South  Wales). — Mackerel  arrived  off  here 
during  the  early  part  of  last  week  in  very  large 
shoals,  and  our  boats  and  boat  anglers  are  making 
good  catches  by  "  whiffing."  At  time  of  writing 
(July  4)  bass  are  also  very  abundant  and  good 
catches  are  also  being  made  by  spinning  the  arti- 
ficial bait,  also  by  rod  anglers  fishing  off  the  new 
iron  pier,  and  by  boat  in  the  bay.  One  catch 
included  a  bass  of  171b.  Our  lug-sail  boats  are  also 
taking  many  bass  by  spinning — as  much  as  from 
2cwt.  to  3owt.  per  boat  per  day.  There  is  also 
good  sport  to  be  had  for  plaice,  dabs,  pout  whiting, 
and  pollack.  Some  plaice  weighing  from  41b.  to 
71b.  each  have  been  taken.  Seine  netsmen  are 
taking  a  lot  of  sewin  and  salmon  trout  close  in- 
shore by  night  fishing,  weights  ranging  from  401b. 
to  801b.  and  1201b.  per  boat  per  night. — H. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  still  continues  fine, 
and  is  good  for  both  pier  and  boat  fishing.  Mackerel 
are  coming  on,  and  there  have  been  a  few  caught 


on  hook  and  line.  We  are  having  slack  tides  this 
week,  so  that  few  fish  have  been  taken,  but  I  hope 
to  record  some  fuller  baskets  next  week.  On 
Thursday  last  Mr.  Moggeridge  and  friend  took 
twelve  dozen  rock  whiting  (largest  IJlb.),  one 
wrasse,  five  pollack,  average  1  Jib.,  and  on  Saturday 
in  the  backwater  six  eels  and  two  bass,  21b.  and 
IJlb.  E.  Haggett,  fishing  in  the  backwater,  took 
over  301b.  weight  of  eels  and  flatfish,  and  on 
Saturday  251b.  On  Friday  night  Mr.  Ware  hooked 
and  landed  a  fine  bass  of  8lb.  from  the  backwater 
bridge.  Spring  tides  are  the  best  for  fishing  up  in 
this  part.  Messrs,  Cass  and  Davis,  of  London,  have 
just  taken  thirteen  fine  flat  fish,  baiting  with  soft 
crab. — Chas.  J,  Russell  (Hon.  Sec.  W.  A.  A.). 


FLY  FISHING— WET  AND  DRY. 

By  Db.  James  A.  Henshall.  ' 

While  fly-fishing,  wet  or  dry,  is  imquestionably 
the  highest  branch  of  angling,  and  far  preferable  to 
bait-fishing  for  trout,  it  does  not  follow  that  fishing 
with  the  dry,  or  floating,  fly  is  a  superior  art  to 
fishing  with  the  wet,  or  sunken,  fly,  as  claimed  by 
some  of  the  dry-fly  fishers  of  England.  Judging 
from  recent  communications  on  the  subject  in  tho 
English  sportsmen's  journals,  the  ultra  dry-fly 
enthusiasts  have  arrogated  to  themselves  the  dis- 
tinction of  practising  the  most  artistic  and  sports- 
manlike method  of  angling,  and  look  askance,  if  not 
with  disdain  and  contempt,  at  the  wet-fly  fishers, 
whom  they  designate  as  the  "  chuck  and  chance  it  " 
sort.  I  cannot  think  that  the  position  they  have 
assumed  can  be  justly  maintained,  or  that  it  is  war- 
ranted by  the  facts  of  the  case.  As  dry-fly  fishing 
is  being  taken  up  by  a  few  American  anglers,  it  may 
be  well  enough  to  give  the  alleged  superiority  of  the 
method  some  consideration. 

Some  years  ago  the  modus  operandi  of  dry-fly 
fishing  was  explained  to  me  personally  by  Mr. 
William  Senior,  editor  of  the  London  Field.  The 
angler  waits  beside  the  swim  until  a  trout  betrays  its 
presence  by  rising  to  a  newly-hatched  gnat  or  fly, 
creating  a  dimple  on  the  surface.  The  angler  then, 
kneeling  on  one  knee,  having  a  knee-pad  strapped 
on,  cautiously  casts  his  floating  May  Fly,  with 
cocked-up  wings,  anointed  with  paraffin  or  vaseline. 
The  fly  is  deftly  and  lightly  cast  up-stream,  a  little 
above  the  swirl  of  the  trout,  and  permitted  to  float 
down,  as  naturally  as  possible,  over  the  fish.  There 
being  no  response  after  a  cast  or  two,  the  angler 
again  awaits  the  tell-tale  evidence  of  a  trout  before 
again  offering  the  buoyant  lure. 

Now,  if  I  have  stated  the  case  correctly,  I  cannot 
imagine  why  this  method  is  claimed  to  be  on  a 
higher  plane  of  angling  than  the  "  chuck  and 
chance  it "  method.  Certainly  a  knowledge  of  the 
habits  of  the  trout  is  not  essential,  inasmuch  as  the 
angler  makes  his  cast  only  on  the  appearance  of  the 
fish.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  akin  to  the  practice  of 
shooting  pheasants  with  the  help  of  a  beater.  The 
gunner,  on  one  side  of  a  hedge,  does  nothing  but  wait 
for  the  flushing  of  the  bird  by  the  beater  on  the 
other  side,  and  at  its  appearance  he  bangs  away. 

Now,  if  it  should  be  claimed  that  this  plan  of 
shooting  is  on  a  liigher  plane  of  sportsmanship  than 
beating  a  stubble  or  turnip-field  with  well-trained 
setters  or  pointers,  one  can  readily  see  why  dry-fly 
fishing  is  also  thought  to  be  on  a  higher  plane  of 
angUng  than  wet-fly  fishing,  for  the  methods  pursued 
in  each  case  are  somewhat  analogous — the  shooter 
waits  until  the  bird  is  dislodged  by  the  beater,  while 
the  angler  possesses  his  soul  in  patience  until  a  trout 
shows  on  the  surface. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  real  sportsman,  with  some 
knowledge  of  the  habits  of  his  quarry,  works  over 
the  ground  with  his  dogs,  selecting  such  places  where 
he  knows  from  experience  that  the  game  "  uses," 
until  the  covey  is  pointed.  Ho  takes  as  much,  or 
more,  real  pleasure  in  the  working  of  his  dogs  and 
the  exercise  of  hia  bird  knowledge  as  in  shooting 
the  game  when  flushed. 

So  the  wet-fly  fisher,  wading  down-stream  or  up- 
stream, brings  to  his  aid  his  knowledge  of  the  habits 
and  haunts  of  the  trout,  and  casts  his  flies  over  dyery 
likely  spot  where  his  experience  leads  him  to  think  a 
fish  may  lie.  It  is  this  eager  expectancy  or  fond 
anticipation  with  every  cast  that  makes  up  much 
of  the  real  pleasure  of  angling,  and  which  is  utterly 
lost  to  the  dry-fly  fisher,  who  waits  and  watches  on 
the  bank  like  a  kingfisher  on  his  perch. 

While  there  can  be  no  objection  whatever  to  dry- 
fly  fishing  per  ae,  and  which,  moreover,  I  welcome  as 
a  pleasing  and  meritorious  innovation,  I  feel  com- 
pelled to  enter  a  protest  against  claiming  for  it  a 
higher  niche  in  the  ethics  of  sport  than  wet-fly 
fishing.  And  with  all  due  respect  for  the  dry-fly 
men  of  Great  Britain,  I  cannot  admit  that  they  trot 
in  a  higher  class  than  those  "  chuck  and  chance  it  " 
fishers  of  honoured  and  revered  memory — Sir 
Humphrey  Davy,  "  Christopher  North,"  and  Francis 
Francis. — Forest  and  Stream. 
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'^oies  from  t^c  ^oxif). 


Thunder  and  rain  have  been  the  leading  charac- 
teristics of  the  past  few  days.  So  much  the  worse 
for  the  present-day  angler,  so  much  the  better  for 
those  following  later  on. 


We  can  do  with  a  good  few  rattling  spates  just 
now.  The  rivers  all  over  the  north  can  stand  a 
clean  out. 


Mr.  Finch,  Alford, 'recently  related  an  experience. 
There  was  a  big  trout  within  sight  of  the  bank. 
He  tried  "him"  with  everything,  morning,  noon, 
and  night,  as  he  passed  the  spot.  One  day  he 
brought  the  fly  over  "him"  in  a  very  small  water 
and  bright  simshtne — conditions  quite  contrary  to 
a  life's  experience.  <•  In  ten  minutes  of  the  keenest 
play  he  ever  had  with  a  fish,  "he"  was  creeled — a 
beauty ^of  5lb. 

The  fly  season  on  the  Don,  etc.,  has  been  anything 
but  a  success.  Xow  that  a  change  has  come  matters 
may  be  different.  J uly  is  usually  good  on  the  mid 
reaches  of  the  Deveron  and  Huntly,  not  a  bad  place 
to  look  in  at. 


The  trout  season  on  the  Dee  and  upper  waters  of 
the  Spey  and  such  like  is  good  for  the  month  of 
July,  when  the  streams  and  necks  of  the  deeper  pools 
should  receive  most  attention. 


The  Silver  and  Blue  and  Blue  Charm,  or  any 
clear  fly  for  these  clear  waters,  and  very  often  a 
grilse  or  salmon  may  add  to  the  joy  of  the  day's 
outing.    Big  flies,  as  a  rule,  for  sundown. 

The  schoolboy  angler  is  more  en  ^aidence  just 
now  than  at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  holidays, 
if  they  are  not  "on"  generally,  have  made  a  good 
start  in  most  of  the  larger  towns. 

Year  by  year  facilities  are  getting  fewer,  even  to 
more  than  schoolboys  ;  and  the  parson,  the  doctor, 
and  even  the  well-to-do  clerk  have  to  make  a  shift 
and  be  thankful  for  small  mercies. 


Mr.  Gordon  and  friend  had  two  sea-trout  on  the 
Dee  Culter  water  the  other  day — one  each,  31b. 
They  seldom  run  so  big  just  now,  but  it  is  looked 
upon  as  a  good  sign,  and  that  they  are  plentiful. 

Jlr.  West,  artist,  Lossiemouth,  has  had  some 
excellent  sea- trout  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Lossie,  which,  by  the  way,  is  free  water  for  anything, 
and  a  spot  worth  going  to. 

Mr.  W.  hf  J  1 31b.  out  of  six  fish  on  July  2,  and 
^91b.  out  of  twenty-one  sea-trout  on  June  29. 


Mr.  W.  P.  Campbell  had  six  salmon  in  three  days' 
fishing  of  Dinnet  Dee  water  last  week. 

Only  a  couple  of  days'  salmon  angling  can  be  got 
with  much  chance  of  a  fish  on  any  reach  oq  which 
there  is  only  the  salmon  slap  to  depend  on. 


A  list  of  good  angling  quarters  can  be  had  any 
and  every  week  by  referring  to  the  angling  hotels 
in  the  advertisement  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  is  a  matter  of  chuck  and  chance  it  at  the  best ; 
but  I  could  not  pick  a  safer  list,  and  I  have  not  a 
penny  of  interest  iu  any  one  of  them. 

The  Editor  charges  *  me  with  saying  that  I  fished 
with  "  haddock  liver  "  for  "  fresh  run  sea-trout." 
God  forbid.  I  am  out  and  out  a  fly  fisher  of  the 
very  old  school ;  but  I  mentioned  the  observation 
in  view  of  the  opinion  that  fish  have  at  times  a  very 
strong  sense  of  smell.  I  did  not  mean  to  put  any 
pot-hunting  grubber  on  the  "  job." 

Speciai,  Scotch. 

*  What  a  happy-go-lucky,  careless  writer  "  Special 
Scotch  "  is.  I  did  not  charge  him  with  fishing  with 
haddock  liver.  He  gave  a  description  of  it  as  a  very 
killing  but  evil  smelling  bait,  and  I  begged  him  to 
mention  in  his  reports  of  takes  when  this  new  bait 
waa  used  (that  is,  so  that  people  should  not  suppose 
the  fish  were  caught  with  fly),  or  else  to  carefully 
forget  all  baskets  made  with  it. — Ed. 


Mr.  E.  N.  Mdmfged,  of  Holgato's  Hotel, 
St.  Mary's,  Scilly,  writes  under  date  of  July  4: 
"  I  am  writing  to  say  about  the  grand  fishing 
gentlemen  are  having  here  now.  Dr.  Hawken,  of 
Hurwiipieipoint,  and  .Mr.  Philip  Geen,  of  London, 
are  taking  enormous  catches  of  fine  pollack,  the 
average  catch  being  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
per  day.  The  fishing  was  never  better  than  it  is 
this  season." 


Jlssoctafions,  elc. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society — General 
Meeting. 

The  meeting  held  last  week  was  attended  by  so 
very  few  that  apparently  the  members  of  the  society 
are  too  well  satisfied  with  its  present  condition  to 
trouble  to  attend  gatherings  on  warm  summer 
evenings.  The  secretary  gave  a  brief  report  on  tho 
past  year's  working,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
financial  support  extended  to  the  society  is  being 
maintained  and  the  membership  increased — in  fact, 
it  is  only  on  the  score  of  small  membership  that  the 
executive  feel  dissatisfaction.  The  committee  have 
in  view  some  slight  amplification  of  several  of  the 
rules,  and  sought  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  which 
proved  to  be  unanimously  in  favour.  In  the  un- 
avoidable absence  of  the  President  (Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston),  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Medcalf  (one 
of  the  Vice-Presidents),  who  conducted  the  business 
with  his  usual  tact  and  good  humour,  and  was 
accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  at  the  end. — Hon. 
Sec. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  Wednesday  evening,  July  6,  Mr.  G.  Read 
Clarke  occupied  the  chair.  Upon  the  minutes  of 
the  last  meeting  Mr.  Parker  desired  a  correction 
made.  He  did  not,  as'he  was  understood  to  do,  say 
that  he  fished  for  mackerel  with  smelt  hooks — he 
was  only  relating  an  incidental  use  of  them  when 
he  was  able  to  catch  some  very  small  bream. 
Reports  from  stations  and  by  members  showed  a 
fair  amount  of  sport.  Letters  from  "John 
Bickerdyke "  and  from  "Sarcelle  "  upon  the 
sea  fishing  in  Norway  and  at  Calais  were  read. 
Mr.  Pickup  announced  the  speedy  issue  of  the  new 
"insert"  for  the  pocket  book  containng  particu- 
lars of  264  society's  stations  round  the  coast, 
an  increase  of  one  hundred  in  the  year,  also  a  print 
of  the  conditions  of  the  Committee  Cup  competition, 
1904 — now  in  progress.  Mr.  Colquhoun  Kemp,  in  a 
short  paper,  drew  the  members'  attention  to  "The 
Objects  of  First  Aid,"  a  subject  to  which  atten- 
tion had  recently  been  drawn.  He  referred  to  recent 
correspondence  upon  the  subject  in  the  Press,  urging 
that  every  care  was  taken  in  training  men  to  confine 
their  efforts  to  "  first "  aid,  and  to  do  that  well  there 
was  no  desire  to  trench  upon  the  doctor's  work, 
whose  assistance  was  always  immediately  sought. 
There  were  annually  not  less  than  17,000  to  18,000 
fatal  accidents,  and  over  \^  million  not  fatal,  and 
the  number  of  those  unchronicled  must  be  enormous 
— the  field  was  thus  a  large  one.  He  urged  careful 
study  and  preparation,  and  described  the  work  done 
by  the  St.  John's  Ambulance  Society  since  1877, 
and  the  St.  Andrew's  Society  of  Scotland.  The 
necessity  for  the  cultivation  of  nerve  and  coolness 
was  pointed  out ;  the  most  timid,  even  those  who 
fainted  at  the  sight  of  blood,  could  thus  fit  them- 
selves for  useful  work.  Having  gone  through  a 
course  of  instruction  himself,  and  experienced 
opportunities  of  usefulness,  he  could  properly  urge 
members  to  take  up  the  study.  Mr.  Holmes  ex- 
plained fully  the  arrangements  adopted  by  the  St. 
John's  Society  for  instruction,  and  expressed  his 
entire  willingness  to  aid  the  society  in  any 
way  in  securing  their  assistance  to  form  classes 
at  the  society's  rooms  as  was  proposed.  Mr. 
Lewis,  in  like  manner,  described  the  mode  of 
instruction  in  ''ambulance  work  by  the  successors 
to  the  School  Board,  and  the  instruction  given  to 
Metropolitan  Police,  with  which  he  was  associated, 
and  also  expressed  his  willingness  to  advise  in  any 
contemplated  movement.  Messrs.  Hyde,  Boyton, 
Nickels,  Pickup,  the  Chairman,  and  others  joined 
in  the  discussion.  It  was  announced  that  the  com- 
mittee would  consider  the  matter  of  forming  classes. 
Mr.  Kemp  undertook  to  continue  the  discussion  next 
Wednesday  with  a  short  paper  upon  the  "  Elemen- 
tary Conditions  of  First  Aid." — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

An  interesting  meeting  was  held  at  Broad-street 
Restaurant.  E.C.,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  G.  Thompson 
and  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  taking  the  chair  successively. 
There  were  several  reports  from  members  who  had 
fished,  among  them  Mr.  Frank  James  (Grove 
Ferry),  eight  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.,  also  dace  and 
roach  from  Wraysbury  ;  Mr.  Isaacs  (Wroxham  and 
River  Bure),  about  151b.  various  fish,  chiefly  bream  ; 
Mr.  Gilbert  (at  Southend),  some  good  flounders,  also 
taking  sundry  plaice  ;  Mr.  Hollands  (at  Hastings), 
considerably  over  3(30  flatfish,  etc.  Messrs.  Salis- 
bury, Lee.  Graham,  and  Thompson  had  also  fished 
et  VVraysbury  with  various  degrees  of  success. 
Attention  was  called  by  the  chairman  to  the  forth- 
coming bream  competition  on  July  19,  when  a 
society's  medal  will  be  competed  for.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening,  Mr.  Frank  James  received  from  the 
chairman  Mr.  H.  G.  Leo's  prize  (ta.kle  basket,  etc.) 
awarded  for  best  tish  taken  at  the  outing  on 
June  25  at  the  society's  fishery.    Mr.  Lee,  together 


with  Mr.  Isaacs  (who  had  presented  a  largo  scrap 
album),  received  tho  specially  voted  thanks  of  tho 
society.  Two  gentlemen  were  balloted  for  and  duly 
elected;  there  was  also  a  nomination,  and  further 
applications  for  membership  had  been  received. 
An  interesting  letter  was  read,  received  from' the 
authorities  of  the  Natilral  History  Museum,  relativo 
to  a  monstrosity  of  the  perch  kind,  which  Mr. 
Hurren  had  forwarded  for  examination. — Hon, 
Sec. 

Eye  (Suffolk)  Angling  Club. 
A  competition  (the  first  of  the  season)  was  held 
by  the  above  club  on  their  water  at  Hoxne  (Upper 
Waveney),  on  Tuesday,  June  28,  when  about  twenty 
mointers  competed.  Fair  takes  wore  had,  tho  top 
weights  being  Messrs.  H.  E.  Leggett,  D.  Gooderham, 
and  A.  H.  Beckett. — Wavenev. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  presided  at  the  committee  and 
Mr.  S.  T.  Saunders  at  the  ordinary  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last,  a  considerable  amount  of  business 
having  been  disposed  of.  A  new  member  was 
elected,  and  twcL  proposed.  Mr.  Emery  would  be 
glad  to  receive  applications  from  members  to  enter 
for  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Competitions  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  Tournament.  Several  members 
visited  Tyle  Mill  last  week-end,  and  though  weather 
conditions  were  not  perfect  a  very  enjoyable  time 
was  spent,  some  good  perch  and  chub  falling  to  their 
rods.  Mr.  Bayliffe,  whilst  reaching,  was  fortunate 
in  taking  a  well  fed  trout  of  21b.  9oz.  from  this  fishery. 
Mr.  S.  T.  Saunders  took  four  and  a  half  brace  of 
trout  at  Chesham,  most  of  which  he  returned,  and  a 
nice  bass  of  3^1b.  at  Ramsgate.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders 
had  one  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  at  Chesham,  and 
Mr.  Gill  took  one  from  the  same  place.  Mr.  Zerfass 
had  several  trout  from  private  water.  May  I  again 
remind  members  who  propose  going  to  Theale  to 
write  to  Mr.  Burr,  "  Three  Kings  Jack's  Booth,"  if 
they  intend  staying  a  day  or  two,  as  accommoda- 
tion is  limited.  Mr.  Lock,  at  the  Mill,  is  authorised 
to  ask  members  to  produce  their  membership  card. 
There  will  be  instruction  in  fly  casting  given  at 
Chesham  this  (Saturday)  afternoon  on  the  middle 
stretch  of  the  society's  water. — F,  E.  Eldred, 
Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBtTRY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  was  in  the  chair  at  the  weekly 
meeting  on  July  6.  It  was  decided  that  the  society 
should  compete  for  the  Anglers'  Association  Shield, 
and  the  team  and  reserves  were  selected.  A  com- 
munication from  the  T.A.P.S.  was  received,  and  it 
was  decided  to  offer  a  donation  proportionate  to  the 
amount  collected  from  other  sources.  The  curator, 
Mr.  Scholefield,  has  kindly  promised  to  skin  and 
stuff  a  fish  at  a  future  meeting,  the  date  of  which 
will  be  notified  to  members.  A  number  of  members 
gave  their  names  for  the  Reedham  outing,  and  the 
secretary  will  be  pleased  to  receive  others.  Since 
last  report,  Mr.  Attwood  reports  taking  roach  up  to 
lib.,  and  fair  dace  ;  Mr.  Woodruff  similar  results  ; 
Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes,  tench,  from  Lea,  best  brace. 
21b.  \Z\oz.  and  21b.  IJoz. ;  Mr.  G.  Raj'ner  several 
trout,  best  about  61b. ;  Mr.  Westrup,  trout,  8Jlb., 
51b.  12oz.,  and  4|lb. ;  Mr.  Jagels  a  few  perch. — 
G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Robert  Bradford  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  and  reports  were  to  hand  of  some  nice 
trout  being  captured  in  the  society's  waters.  Mr. 
E.  P.  Daniell,  at  Newbury,  had  a  leash  going 
slightly  over  6lb.,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Ball  one  fish  of 
21b.  with  a  perch  weighing  lib.  4oz.'  Mr.  Stalli- 
brass  landed  a  chub  of  41b.  2oz.  whilst  roach  fishing 
in  the  Kennet.  This  member  mentioned  that  the 
weeds  had  been  cleared  and  that  there  was  plenty 
of  water  in  the  river ;  altogether  prospects  for 
bottom  fishing  were  bright.  At  Uxbridge,  Mr.  Geo. 
Smith  had  a  trout  of  21b.  4oz.,  and  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  a  smaller  fish ;  Mr.  de  Courcy  had  a 
number  of  chub  with  the  fly  and  several  small  trout 
(returned).  The  roach  here  are  not  yet  in  condition, 
and  will  hardly  be  fit  to  retain  until  the  end  of  the 
present  month. — Hon.  Sec. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTSj 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 
2146.    Patentee:  E.  Cunliffe,  4,  Westmoreland- 
street,  Nflson,  Lancashire.     Bait  cans, 
nets.     An  inner  vessel  to  ccntain  the 
bait  is  mounted  to  swivel  on  irunnions 
carried  by  an  outer  vessel.    The  bait  is 
placed  in  anet,  the  mouth  of  which,  closed 
purse-like,  rests  on  a  ring  fixed  inside 
a  loose  collar.    A  baffle-plate  prevents 
splashing.    Loops  are  fitted  for  a  carrying 
strap. 
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"Live  up  to  what  you  have,  not  what  you  expect." 


The  Summer  Holiday  NtJMBEE  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  be  published  on  July  16.  It  will  be 
profusely  illustrated,  and  the  price  remain  the 
same — Twopence.  Advertisements  intended  for 
insertion  in  this  number  must  arrive  not  later  than 
July  11. 


The  annual  outing  of  the  employe'i  of  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  fishing  tackle  manufacturers, 
Standard  Works,  Reddilch,  took  place  on  Saturday, 
July  2.  Blackpool  was  the  place  fixed  upon,  and 
about  five  hundred  of  the  seven  hundred  tackle 
makers  employed  at  the  works  made  the  journey, 
the  train  being  the  largest  that  ever  went  out  of 
the  town,  and  included  several  saloons  which  the 
firm  had  been  instrumental  in  inducing  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  to  attach.  On  the  whole  the 
weather  was  fine,  although  some  rain  fell  during 
the  outward  journey,  which  was  vid  the  picturesque 
scenery  of  the  Peak  district.  Later  on  the  day  was 
warm  and  bright,  and  the  outing  proved  a  most 
enjoyable  one,  capital  arrangements  having  been 
made  by  Mr.  Frank  Mayneord,  acting  for  the  firm. 
On  arrival  at  the  seaside  the  excursionists  found 
plenty  to  amuse  and  interest  them,  the  tower, 
winter  gardens,  promenade  concerts,  sailing-boats, 
etc.,  being  well  patronised,  whilst  others  went  as 
far  88  Fleetwood  or  St.  Annes  on  the  electric  trams. 
The  return  journey  was  commenced  about  9  o'clock 
and  accomplished  in  about  six  hours,  all  being  well 
satisfied  with  the  day's  proceedings  and  grateful  to 
the  firm  for  the  help  rendered. 


Mb.  E.  M.  Tod,  of  Edinburgh,  sends  the  following 
cutting  from  the  Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch  of 
July  5  :  "Langholm,  10.20  a.m. — This  morning  at 
two  o'clock  a  search  party  discovered  the  body  of 
Mr.  James  Scott,  retired  schoolmaster,  Langholm, 
on  the  rocks  at  the  side  of  the  Wauchope  at  the 
Corner  Pool,  two  miles  from  Langholm.  Mr.  Scott 
and  his  wife  were  angling  yesterday  on  the  Wau- 
chope and  arranged  to  meet  at  a  certain  point,  but 
Mr.  Scott  failed  to  appear.  Mrs.  Scott  became 
alarmed.  Mr.  Scott,  who  was  over  seventy,  had 
dropped  dead." 


"  Rapid  Travel  in  Luxury  !  "  These  words  appear 
on  the  cover  of  the  time-table  issued  by  the  Great 
Central  Railway  for  July,  and  a  perusal  of  its 
contents  demonstrate  that  this  enterprising  com- 
pany intends  to  justify  the  use  of  such  a  phrase. 
Many  important  accelerations  have  been  made  in 
the  train  service  affecting  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Between  London  (Marylebone)  and  Leicester  will  be 
made  the  quickest  run  ever  achieved,  covering  the 
103  miles  in  105  minutes,  or  at  the  rate  of  68'8  miles 
an  hour.  To  Nottingham  the  journey  of  126  miles 
will  be  accomplished  in  131  minutes.  The  Great 
Central  is  the  first  company  to  make  a  run  between 
London  and  Sheffield  without  a  stop,  which  will  Ibe 
performed  in  the  record  time  of  two  hours  fifty- 
seven  minutes.  Between  London  and  Manchester 
the  journey  will  be  completed  in  ,_three  hours  fifty 
minutes,  Huddersfield  in  three  hours  forty-five 
minutes,  Halifax  in  four  hours  thirteen  S  minutes, 
Bradford  in  four  hours  thirty  minutes,  York  in  four 
hours  ten  minutes.  The  service  between  London 
(Marylebone)  and  Stratford-on-Avon  has  been 
accelerated,  and  offers  the  quickest  and  most  con- 
venient route. 

*  *  *  *  » 

Commencing  July  '  9  through  express  trains  to 
York,  Bridlington,  Filey,  and  Scarborough  will  leave 
Marylebone  at  10  a.m.  and  12.15  p.m.  All  express 
trains  are  vestibuled,  and  have  a  buffet  car  attached 
available  for  first  and  third  class  passengers.  The 
through  service  between  Newcastle,  York,  Bradford, 
Huddersfield,  Sheffield,  and  Southampton,  Bourne- 
mouth, etc.,  has  been  considerably  improved,  and 
commencing  on  July  9  through  express  trains  will 
he  run  between  Southampton  and  Scarborough  by 
the  direct  route  vid  Oxford  and  Banbury.  In  con- 
nection with  the  Great  Western  Railway,  the  Great 
Central  give  an  entirely  new  through  service  between 
Leeds,  Halifax,  Huddersfield,  Sheffield,  Nottingham, 
Leicester,  and  the  West  of  England  vid  Banbury 
and  Bristol.  Nottingham  will  be  brought  within 
seven  and  a  half  hours  of  Plymouth  and  ten  hours 
of  Penzance. 


On  a  certain  railway  in  England  the  train  stopped. 
Someone  asked  the  guard  what  was  wrong.  The 
guard  said  a  cow  had  kicked  the  fireman  in  the  jaw. 
The  engineer  had  stopped  to  tie  the  cow's  foot  up. 


The  historical  dame  who  angrily  refused  to  be- 
lieve her  sailor  son's  narrative  of  flying  fish  would 
have  been  inclined  to  take  up  the  poker  if  she 
had  come  across  Professor  Holder.  For  this 
patient  investigator  of  things  other  people  do  not 
notice  announces  that  there  are  something  like 
seventy  different  kinds  of  fish  which  produce 
sounds,  says  the  Globe.  Most  people  have  heard 
of  the  grunting  carp,  but  no  one  .  but  Lewis 
Carroll  could  have  dreamed  that  there  is  a  fish 
which  wanders  about  saying,  "  umph,  umph,  umph," 
and  another  which  marches  through  the  silent 
places  of  the  deep,  saying,  "boom,  boom,  boorn." 
We  can  imagine  how  this  latter,  the  drum  fish, 
must  make~the  nervous  old  ladies  in  the  fish 
world  jump  as  it  booms  into  the  quiet  corners 
where  they  are  snatching  forty  winks.  The  fish 
that  say  "  umph "  is  the  blue  catfish,  some- 
times called  the  midshipman.  Then  there  is  the 
sunfish,  which  imitates  the  typewriter,  by  rushing 
about  chattering  out  "  click,  click,  click,"  while 
the  solemn  dogfish  of  Newfoundland  gets  through 
life  with  an  occasional  "roik."  Jn  view  of  Pro- 
fessor Holder's  discoveries,  "  mute  as  fish "  is  an 
expression  which  finds  small  support  in  actual  fact. 
Apparently  fish  sounds  may  be  produced  by  the 
pharyngeal  bones,  but  in  general  they  proceed  from 
the  pneumatic  duct  and  the  swimming  bladder. 


AN(iLER3  who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
neighbourhood  of  Llanymynech  will  be  sorry  to 
hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pryce,  of  Pentre 
Heilyn  Hall,  which  occurred  last  week  after  a  short 
illness.  Mr.  Pryce  was  well  known  as  a  good  all- 
round  sportsman  and  devoted  angler,  and  took 
great  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the  Vyrnwy 
near  his  residence,  and  had  the  sole  right  of  fishing 
in  that  river  on  all  land  belonging  to  Pentre  Heilyn, 
and  was  always  most  willing  to  oblige  anglers  wish- 
ful to  enjoy  a  day  on  that  part  of  the  river  under 
his  control. 


In  answer  to  several  correspondents,  the  time  of 
high  water  at  Pulborough  and  Amberley  may  be 
obtained  from  the  following,  which  is  extracted  by 
permission  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation, from  the  Guide  Book  of  1904-5: — "High 
water  at  London  Bridge,  July  10,  11.20  a.m., 
11.49  p.m.  ;  July  17,  4.42  a.m.,  5.6  p.m.;  July  24, 
11.36  a.in.,  0.0  p.m. ;  July  31,  4.12  a.m.,  4.29  p.m. 
*  *  *  *  » 

"  High  water  happens  earlier  at  Great  Yarmouth 
by  4  hours  10  min. ;  Deal,  2  hours  49  min. ;  Mar- 
gate and  Ramsgate,  2  hours  20  min. ;  Southend,  1 
hour  30  min.  ;  Maldon,  Essex,  1  hour  20  min. ;  and 
later  at  Pulborough  by  3  hours  20  min. ;  Amberley, 
40  min. ;  Teddington,  1  hour  20  min. ;  Richmond, 
1  hour  5  min.  High  water  occurs  at  each  place 
about  50  min.  later  from  one  day  to  another.  The 
highest  tides  usually  occur  a  day  or  two  after  a  new 
or  full  moon,  and  those  which  happen  at  these 
periods  in  March  and  September  are  among  the 
highest  in  the  year,  especially  when  wind  favours. 
The  inshore  stream  sets  to  the  west  along  the  Sussex 
coast  two  hours  before  high  water  by  the  shore. 
When  the  sea  gets  rough  on  a  flood  tide,  wind 
generally  follows.  On  the  south  coast  in  threaten- 
ing weather,  rain,  if  coming,  usually  commences  at 
the  time  of  high  water." 

***** 

The  following  useful  information  culled  from  the 
same  source  will  be  useful  to  many  sea  anglers : — 
"  The  tides  will  run  higher  than  usual  for  a  day  or 
two  before  and  after  the  following  dates: — 1904. — 
June  15,  29  ;  July  14,  28  ;  August  13,  27  ;  Sept. 
11,26;  October  10,25;  Nov.  9,  24;  Dec.  8,  24, 
1905.— Jan.  7,  22 ;  Feb.  5,  21  ;  March  7,  22.  There 
is  a  depth  of  5  to  6  feet  inshore  at  Leigh  for  two 
hours,  and  the  same  at  Southend  for  three  hours, 
each  side  of  the  time  of  high  water.  At  Ramsgate 
the  stream  sets  to  the  N.E.,  about  two  hours  before 


high  water  in  the  harbour,  and  continues  to  run  in 
that  direction  for  nearly  six  hours.  Fish  are  to  be 
caught  there  nearly  all  the  year  round,  and  April  to 
June  are  good  months.  Excellent  fishing  is  also  to 
be  had  at  Deal.  The  best  part  of  the  pier  is  at  the 
end  facing  Ramsgate,  or  else  facing  Walmer,  about 
half  way  along  the  stage,  according  to  the  tide  at 
the  time.  Brighton,  Hastings,  Littlehampton,  Mar- 
gate and  Broadstairs  are  among  the  towns  suitable 
for  sea  anglers,  and  Lowestoft,  Walton-on-the- 
Nazp,  Clacton,  and  other  east  coast  resorts  are 
coming  into  favour.  .Good  sport  is  also  to  be  had 
at  Burnham-on- Crouch  and  the  Maldon  Black- 
water." 


"  An  '  what  powder  is  the  best  to  give  to  a  child 
of  nine  months  that's  cuttin'  its  teeth  ?  "  the  poor 
woman  with  the  furrowed  countenance  asked. 
"  Gunpowder  !  "  absently  replied  the  chemist,  who, 
incidentally,  had  been  up  all  night  with  a  small 
thing  of  his  own.  And  a  coarse,  short-haired  man 
who  had  commenced  a  speech  with,  "  That  there  toe 
of  mine  is  beginnin'  to  trouble  me  agin,"  stopped 
and  laughed  brutally. 


AocOBDiNO  to  a  con  tern  porary,  "  many  enthu- 
siastic trout  and  salmon  fishers  spend  £500  a  year 
on  flies.  Certain  salmon  flies  cannot  be  bought  for 
less  than  £3,  and  a  special  '  June  Cob '  or  '  Red 
Queen  '  costs  fifty  shillings."  [All  I  can  say  is  that 
I  could  keep  "  My  Queen  "  and  a  "  Cob  "  the  whole 
of  the  year  for  less  than  £500.] 


"In  return  for  your  courtesy  in  asking  me  to 
lunch  with  you,"  said  the  magnate,  dipping  his 
fingers  into  the  finger-bowl,  "I  am  going  to  give 
you  a  tip."  Honest  Herbert,  the  struggling  young 
man  who  had  been  seeking  to  gain  the  favour  of 
the  great  magnate,  drew  himself  up  indignantly. 
"  Give  the  tip  to  the  waiter,  sir,"  he  replied. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  2,  Mr.  J.  Deplidge 
sent  an  account  of  a  proposed  new  angling  societiy. 
to  be  knowm  as  the  "  Southwark  Social  Anglers." 
On  July  13,  at  8.30  p.m.,  a  meeting  will  be  held  at 
headquarters,  the  Duke  of  Wurtemburg,  Hatfield- 
street,  Stamford-street,  S.E.,  to  formally  open  this 
new  society.  Members  are  rapidly  joining,  and  the 
five-guinea  championship  cup,  to  be  presented  to 
the  member  weighing  in  the  greatest  number  of 
specimen  fish  during  the  season  1904-5  (suitably 
inscribed),  will  be  on  view.  The  hon.  sec.  pro  tern. 
is  a  thorough  sportsman,  and  I  wish  the  young 
society  every  success. 


A  CTTBiosiTy  of  fish  life  has  been  on  exhibition  at 
the  Victoria  Park,  Hands  worth.  It  consisted  of 
a  perch,  weighing  about  IJlb.,  having  tightly 
jammed  in  its  throat  the  head  and  part  of  the  body 
of  a  ^Ib.  roach.  The  head  of  the  latter  was  too  big 
for  the  perch's  throat,  and  the  result  was  that  both 
fish  were  suffocated.  [Moral :  "  Read,  mark,  learn," 
and  don't  take  more  than  you  can  inwardly  digest.] 


Verb,  sap  !  Certainly ;  ■wise  or  otherwise.  It  may 
appear  contradictory,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true 
that  some  anglers  wdll,  at  any  expense,  have 
"  fletsh  "  rods — beautifully  varnished  and  exquisitely 
finished — while  others  will  use  every  endeavour  to 
make  "  flash  "  rods  look  dull.  Chacun  d  son  gotU. 
Then,  again,  every  conceivable  and  inconceivable 
material  is  requisitioned  in  the  manufacture  of 
fishing  lines  in  order  to  find  the  best  possible 
way  of  preventing  "kinking,"  and  yet  if  you  turn 
to  the  advertisement  columns  of  the  daily  or 
evening  papers  you  will  find  that  one  Hinde  will 
supply  you  with  a  shilUng  box  of  "Kinkers"  or 
"  Wavers."  The  Ladies^  Field  says : — "  It  is  every- 
thing nowadays  to  possess  an  attractive  '  Kink '  in 
the  hair."  Dbagnet. 


Jdxy. 

Crowned  o'er  with  clinging  roses,  Lo  !  July! 

Who  wreathes  for  all  her  blossoms  full  and  free ! 
Note  well  her  landscape,  earth,  and  sea,  and  pky. 
Woods,  rivers,  meadows,  hill,  and  dale,  and  lea. 
Sweet  odours  fill  the  clear  and  balmy  air. 

For  field  and  forest  teems  with  fragrant  flowers 
Whose  gems  so  boundless,  beautiful  and  fair. 
Perfume  the  breezes  of  the  sun-girt  hours. 
Oil  purple  moor  and  leafy  lane  she  smiles ; 

On  singing  stream  she  sheds  her  latest  glow. 
And  still  benignant,  brightens  and  beguiles 

And  soft  caresses  all  the  world  below. 
Filling  with  perfect  love  the  thankful  heart, 
Which,  all  too  loth,  sees  their  gay  guest  depart! 

— Chas.  F.  Foeshaw. 


The  waters  deep  proclaim  the  Master's  Hand, 
And  foam  and  fret  with  the  oft  tumultuous  wind  ; 

And  white  gulls  scream,  and  beat  the  sea-girt  land. 
And  resting  place  in  rock  and  cavern  find. 

The  wind  and  storm — the  hurrying  billows  roar  ! 

The  phantom  lights  that  fringe  the  ocean's  wave. 
The  thunder's  call,  the  dead  shall  wake  no  more. 

Nor  rouse  them  from  their  deep  and  watery  grave. 


As  previously  announced,  the  prizes  won  in  the 
Littlehampton  competition  on  June  5,  in  connection 
with  the  Briny  Anglers'  Association,  will  be  dis- 
tributed on  Monday  evening  next  (July  11),  at  the 
Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  will  preside.  All  competitors  who  weighed 
in  from  6oz.  and  upwards  will  receive  a  prize. 
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Pfovlneial  flogliog  flotes 

tnuat  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Wo  have  had  some  nice  showers  since  my  last 
report  was  sent,  but  the  rain  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  do  but  very  little  good  to  our  rivers  and  streams. 
What  we  require  is  two  or  tliree  c;ood  days'  rain  to 
freshen  up  ths  water,  and  put  the  fish  on  the  f^ed. 
The  roach  are  now  getting  into  good  condition,  but 
the  takes  of  these  fish  both  in  private  and  in 
public  waters  have  been  on  the  whole  rather  poor. 
Perch  and  eels  have  provided  the  best  sport. 
The  bream  are  beginning  to  bite  better  on  the 
Avon,  but  they  have  run  rather  small  on  this  river. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Pershore  and  Kladbury 
sport  with  this  class  of  fish  has  begun  to  improve, 
and  a  little  later  on  some  good  takes  will  no  doubt 
he  recorded.  Some  good  chub  have  been  taken 
from  the  Avon  at  Evesham.  On  the  Trent  some 
fair  catches  of  mixed  fish  have  been  taken,  but  the 
weed  cutting  in  the  Alrewas  district  has  greatly 
interfered  with  sport,  but  with  rain  the  river 
here  will  no  doubt  yield  better  results.  The 
Severn  is  just  now  very  low  and  fine;  in  this 
river  from  Lineomb  Weir  up  to  Hampton  Lode 
sport  has  been  on  the  quiet  side.  The  weeds  are  very 
thick  in  some  parts  of  this  water,  and  fishmg  will 
not  be  much  good  until  they  are  down,  which  will 
be  late  in  the  season.  The  Teme  at  Tenbury  hai 
yielded  some  good  trout  and  grayling,  the  same 
remark  applias  to  the  Dove  and  Blythe,  although 
the  rivers  are  rather  low  and  fine.  Whitacre  Reservoir, 
which  is  near  to  our  city,  has  been  fished  during 
the  week  with  better  results.  Sport  on  the  canals  has 
been  very  slow.  Nothing  been  done  worth  recording. 
On  July  3,  the  members  of  the  St.  George's  Society 
fished  an  opening  contest  on  the  river  Alne  in  their 
private  water  at  Aston  Cantlow  :  the  contest  was  of 
three  hours'  duration  and  was  fished  under  the 
Association  ru'es ;  after  the  weighing  in  Mr.  G. 
Brown  was  leturnod  the  winner.  The  Handsworth 
Park  Pool,  which  has  been  well  stncked  with  coarse 
fish,  will  be  opened  to  anglers  residing  in  the  district. 
One  shilling  per  ticket  will  be  charged,  only  twenty 
rods  being  allowed,  no  fish  under  Gin.  to  be  taken. 
The  fishing  will  only  be  allowed  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Mondays  in  July,  August,  and  September. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  is  much  complaining  about  the  abnormally 
low  condition  of  the  Fen  waters  and  the  consequent 
lack  of  sport.  There  has  been  no  weight  of  rain  for 
several  weeks,  and  tha  streams  are  at  their  lowest 
summer  level.  It  i.s  a  long  time,  indeed,  since  the 
Forty-foot  contained  so  little  water,  and  anglers  are 
asking  whether  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Clack  Sluice 
drainage  authorities  to  hold  the  stream  up  a  bit  so 
as  to  give  them  a  chance.  As  this  is  a  subscription 
water  the  suggestion  seems  very  reasonable.  Only 
eel  fif-hsrmen  have  done  any  good  on  the  Forty-foot 
at  present.  Crowds  of  anglers  continue  to  visit  the 
Witham,  and  the  riverside  stations  between  Lincoln 
and  Boston  have  all  been  extensively  patronised. 
Bream  have  not  given  satisfaotory  sport,  except  in 
the  deeper  holes  at  the  Boston  end.  The  minor 
drains  are  all  too  transparent,  and  little  is  doing. 
Roach,  however,  are  said  to  be  rapidly  getting  into 
condition.  A  day's  rain  would  prove  of  imm.^nse 
benefit  all  round. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  Dnffijld  canal  are  now  in 
splendid  condition,  and  our  roach  anglers  are  doing 
well,  both  with  maggot,  pearl  barley,  and  paste, 
and  several  fish  up  to  lib.,  lib.  4oz.,  and  lib.  TJoz., 
creeled  during  the  week.  Several  of  our  local 
societies  have  recently  decided  matches  on  the  river 
Ancholme,  but  sport  as  a  rule  has  only  been  very 
moderate,  although  in  private  angling  a  few  bream 
going  about  31b.  each  have  been  taken.  The  Universal 
Angling  Association  opened  their  seaaon  at  Brigg, 
on  June  22,  Mr.  James  Hodgson:  being  the  first 
prize-winner.  The  Wednesday  Association  of  Hull 
also  opened  their  season  on  the  t>amd  day  at  Brigg. 
Mr.  W.  Chapman  topping  the  priz'  -winnors,  and  on 
the  Saturday  follawiug  the)  Hull  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Svjciety  luld  th-ir  annual  Challenge  Cup  Com- 
petition and  Open  Match  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  Mr. 
Ike  Laws  n,  of  the  A  bion  Angling  Society,  being  first 
with  lib.  lO^oz.  Ihe  >Jorth  iUyton  Angling  Associ- 
ation were  the  winners  of  the  lurner  Cnallenge  Cup 
with  an  aggregate  of  21b.  12Joz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Fishing  in  both  lake  and  stream  has  been  poor 
for  the  past  week.  On  Windermere,  trout  fed 
voraciously  for  a  brief  spell  on  the  "Drakes,"  and 
have  now  gone  down.  Two  large  pike  have  been 
killed  in  the  neighbourhood  lately,  one  of  over  201b 


in  Rydal  water,  by  Mr.  Cave  ;  the  other,  weighing 
191b.,  was  killed  by  a  lad,  aged  twelve,  on  a  trimmer 
in  Blamere  Tarn,  near  Hawkshead.  Day  fishing  on 
the  streams  has  bien  well-nigh  impossible;  while 
for  night  fishing  it  has  hardly  baen  worth  while 
putting  the  rod  together.  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee,  on  the 
Levens  Park  fishery,  on  Saturday  night  (July  2) 
captured  a  nice  sea  trout  of  3.Jlb. ;  while  another  of 
2Jlb.  was  taken  on  Monday.  So  far  the  run  of  these 
fish  is  very  poor,  and  a  good  "  fresh  "  is  badly  wanted 
to  bring  them  into  the  stre  ims.  As  things  are  they 
are  being  swept  out  wholesale  by  the  nets  in  the 
estuaries. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoUin  is  fishing  well  for  both  trout  and 
coarse  fish,  a  state  of  thinss  most  gratifying  to  the 
committee.  To  day  the  Fariiworth  Association  are 
competing  for  their  handsome  challenge  cup. 
Another  big  event  is  being  decided  at  Leigh,  namely 
an  All-England  opea  event.  Our  other  rivers  are  not 
in  the  best  of  condition,  but  still  fishing  as  well  as 
the  general  run  of  rivers.  Perhaps  the  Lune  is  the 
best.  Our  latest  hatchery  at  Garstang,  the  Oaken 
Clough,  is  a  very  popular  one. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Contests,  matches,  etc.,  continue  the  leading  items 
of  interest  in  this  city,  and  doubtless  ths  same  may 
be  said  truthfully  of  many  other  places.  The  only 
variation  to  the  popular  contest  is  that  of  holidays, 
and  where  to  go  is  a  great  question.  The  most 
inoportant  big  event  is,  of  course,  the  C.P.A.A. 
struggle  for  their  challenge  cup  and  championship. 
Better  weather  favours  this  city  generally  and 
tempts  many  more  out,  but  the  sport  obtained  is 
only  moderate. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather,  although  fine,  has  been  boisterous, 
and  anglers  have  been  handicapped  in  their  outings. 
Ttie  Trent  continues  to  run  in  very  low  and  clear 
volume,  and  of  late  the  bottom  weed  has  grown  at 
a  surprisingly  rapid  rate.  Its  growth  has  proved 
most  amazing  to  bottom  fisherman  generally.  Mr. 
A.  Sewell,  of  the  City  Piscatorials,  has  taken  eight 
barbel  with  the  worm  at  Colwick  Weir  head,  and 
on  July  2  Mr.  J.  Truman,  of  the  same  society,  had 
several  to  the  same  kind  of  bait  at  Averh£im 
weirs.  A  fish  of  71b.  odd  has  also  been  caught  by 
Mr.  Marshall  on  the  Kelham  section,  on  which  many 
big  chub  have  been  landed  with  the  fly.  Barbel 
have  daily  been  killed  in  the  Wilford  district,  and 
it  is  evident  the  fish  are  beginning  to  show  a  par- 
tiality for  th?  worm.  Daoe  and  chub  have  been 
met  with  at  Shardlow,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  the 
Wellington  Society,  bringing  off  a  fine  catch,  and 
on  July  5  your  correspondent  secured  a  few  nice 
eels  below  Cavendish  Bridge.  The  Wellington  will 
be  well  represented  at  the  forthcoming  Casting 
Tournamant  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  and  members 
have  contributed  handsomely  to  the  prize  fund, 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  rivers  are  very  low.  A  lot  of  anglers  have 
been  out;  sport  variable.  Trout  are  in  capital 
condition  now,  and  some  nice  catches  have  been 
had  in  preserved  water.  Mr.  Martin  Perks,  of  the 
City  Club,  caught  two  and  a  half  brace  of  fine  fish  on 
the  Dovedale  water,  and  Mr.  Proberts,  of  the  same 
club,  caught  some  fine  fish  on  rented  water.  Mr. 
W.  B.  Hill  caught  f  >ur  and  a-half  brace  with  the 
fly  in  the  Teme;  Mr.  Roberts,  three  and  a-half 
brace  and  a  grayling  or  two,  the  latter  in  poor  con- 
dition. Messrs.  Phillips  and  Turner  brought  home 
heavy  creels  of  trout,  the  result  of  a  day's  fishing  in 
the  Lugg.  Club  competitions  this  week  have  been 
failures.  The  Star  ( Upton-on  Severn)  Club  had 
their  first  contsst  in  the  Severn  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
F.  Thould  took  the  only  weighable  fish,  and  won 
first  prize.  The  Arboretum  Club  hid  their  first 
competition  in  the  Severn  at  Severn  Stoke  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  not  a  single  weighable  fish 
being  taken.  The  Prince  of  Wales'  Club  had  their 
first  contest  in  the  Avon  at  Pershore  on  July  3, 
nearly  every  member  present,  when  only  two  prizes 
were  taken.  Very  few  bream  taken  from  this  river  as 
yet. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  matches  on  Saturday,  July  2,  were  in  a 
number  of  instances  marred  by  the  weather.  Such 
was  the  experience  of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  A.  C, 
when  rain,  thunder  and  lightning  prevailed  on  the 
occasion  of  the  opening  match  in  the  Derwent  at 
Stamford  Bridge.  The  catch  proved  extremely 
poor,  and  only  the  first  three  winners  out  of  thirteen 
made  a  decent  show — E.  Foote  having  lib.  9oz. 
weight  of  fish  ;  J.  Wyrill,  lib.  loz.,  and  J.  Armitage, 
lib.  ioz.  Very  small  catches  fell  to  the  members  of 
the  King  William  A. A.,  at  Stamford  Bridge. 
The  Wheat  Sheaf  A.A.  opened  the  season  at 
Thicket  Priory,  when  G,  Barnet,  lib.  ISJoz.,  T. 
I  Walton,   lib.  lO^oz.,  and  F,  Young,  lib,  8|oz., 


made  the  best  Hhow.  The  Sportsman  A.C.,  on 
June  30,  tried  the  waters  at  East  Cotting- 
with,  by  permission  of  Mr.  Doaring.  The  river 
was  in  good  trim,  with  the  exception  of  fishing 
against  a  falling  tide.  Mr.  J  Foster  was  the  lead- 
ing prize-winner  among  a  score  of  anglers.  At  Tad- 
caster,  a  basket  of  thirty  roach  has  been  taken  by 
Mr.  Richardson,  of  Leeds;  Mr.  Gunny  had  a  catch 
of  31b. ;  Mr.  Clayton,  vice-president  of  the  Cross- 
gates  A. A.,  aft  )r  fisliing  for  twelve  hours,  anrl  using 
but  one  rod  and  line,  brought  to  bank  fifty-nine 
roach  and  dace.  The  total  catch  weighed  over  291b., 
the  largest  fish  scaling  18oz. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Generally  spsaking  the  weather  has  been  cold,  wild, 
and  wet  since  last  notes,  and  sport  has  been  much 
retarded  everywhere.  River  fishing  afforded  average 
sport  at  salmon,  which  appear  to  be  numerous  in 
all  the  principal  waters.  Lake  fishing  has  yielded 
fair  or  average  sport  generally,  and  the  outlook  is 
much  improved  at  time  of  writing,  and  good  sport 
is  likely  to  be  had  during  the  remainder  of  the 
month  at  the  principal  fishing  stations  if  the  weather 
assumes  a  normal  aspect.  Sea  fishing  has  afforded 
good  sport  at  pollack,  etc.,  on  the  southern  and 
south-wostarn  coasts  on  favourable  days. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Geo.  Wilson. — The  Mole  is  strictly  preserved 
from  Leatherhead  to  Cobham.  The  only  way  would 
be  to  get  leave  from  the  landed  proprietors — also 
from  Box  Hill  to  Leatherhead.  At  Dorking  you 
can  fish  for  Is.  per  day  at  Castle  Mill.  Three 
Bridges  preserved  also. 


%etter8  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  CorrespondentSi] 

FLASHING  RODS. 

Deab  Sir, — Now  that  this  question  is  cropping 
up  again  perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  quote  from 
my  little  book,  published  twenty  years  ago,  and 
long  since  out  of  print. 

"An  Amateur  Angleb's  Days  in  Dovedale." 

"  Here  _I  should  like  to  offer  a  valuable  hint  to 
rod  makers  ;  I  noticed  alike  in  the  bright  sunshine, 
in  the  evening  twilight,  and  when  all  else  was  dark, 
that  I  could  distinguish  the  flashing  of  '  Piscator's  ' 
bright  rod  at  a  very  considerable  distance. 

"  Now,  if  I  could  see  this,  I  fancy  the  bright-eyed 
fishes  would  frequently  be  scared  by  it. 

Why,  ye  makers,  do  you  not  make  plain,  un- 
varnished rods  ?  There  is  a  fortune  in  this  hint  for 
any  rod  maker  who  will  take  it  and  make  an 
'  invisible  rod.' 

*'  What  is  wanted  in  this  wideawake  little  '  Dove' 
is  a  visible  fly  attached  to  an  invisible  hook  on  an 
invisible  line,  thrown  with  an  invisible  rod  by  an 
invisible  piscator  .  .  .  I  have  discovered  the  Major's 
great  secret,  he  has  the  power  of  making  himself 
invisible  ;  but  then  his  shining  rod  frequently  betrays 
even  him  !  Verbum  sap." 

A  word  to  the  wise  should  be  enough — but  coming 
from  a  mere  amateur  these  words  of  wisdom  seam  to 
have  been  wholly  unheeded.  No  w  that  the  question 
is  taken  up  by  practical  anglers,  rod  makers  will 
begin  to  make  the  fortune  they  have  so  long 
neglected. — Yours  truly.    The  Amateue  Angles. 

July  1. 


A  MATERIAL  FOR  DULLING  "FLASHING  ! 
FISHING  RODS." 

Deab  Sib, — I  wrote  you  some  years  ago  about 
the  above.  We  use  a  dull  compound  that  we  find 
answers  very  well.  Our  fishermen  object  to  the 
flashing  which,  in  the  sun,  is  a  great  drawback, 
because  it  can  be  seen  like  a  streak  of  lightning.  I 
enclose  you  a  piece  of  wood  coated  with  the  material 
we  use,  and  you  will  see  it  is  quite  dead,  with  no 
shine  whatever.  We  keep  it  in  wide  mouth  bottles 
at  Is.  each,  and  anybody  can  put  it  on.  I  had  a  £9 
rod  with  a  beautiful  finish  to  do  the  other  day,  and 
I  must  say  I  thought  it  a  pity  such  an  amount  of 
labour  was  wasted  on  it. — Yours  truly, 

195.  Union-streetj  Williajvi  Heabdee. 

Plymouth. 

[It  seems  to  me  that  the  stuff  Mr.  Heardor  uses 
would  just  suit  those  who  want  a  dull  surface.  Is 
it  necessary  to  sand-paper  the  rod  befoie  applying 
it  ?  Not  that  I  intend  to  take  the  shine  out  of  my 
rods ;  the  fiash  may  scare  some  fish  but  it  wakes  up 
others  which  would  never  have  seen  the  fly  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  flash.  Besides,  if  another  angler 
sees  my  rod  flashing  he  gives  me  a  wide  berth  instead 
of  crowding  me. — Ed.] 
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ANGLERS'   HOTEIL.S,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways," 
«'  Truly  on  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  tlie  most  lie<autiful  corners  in  Englanii. 
"A  charming  spot  to  visit." 

Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream, 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs.  caught 
this  season  to  date. 

GOOD  BOATINQ    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  wee1<. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Uoom  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.  

Telegrams :  Gkiffiths,  Frbnsham  Pond.Ceurt. 

Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Mendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Koach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  aljove  water. 
Kreah  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stationi.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizsa  uv  FISH : 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Budd,  6  inch. 
Xencb,  8  Inch, 


Breun,  10  Inch, 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch, 
Gudgeon,  4  inch. 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  16. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike.  Percli,  and  Rndd  all  the  year 
roinid  (no  close  season).  Boai'ders,  7s.  (irf.  per 
day,  Winter  ;  8s.  6f/.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  .Scores  of  bitr  hsh  cauglit  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22i  lbs. 
Good  sea  tisliing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Eivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station,  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Nblder,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  ;  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


LOCH  MHOR  HOTEL 

STRATHERRICK,  INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

Overlooking  Loch  Mlior,  (iOO  feet  above  sea  level, 
bracing  air,  coinfortalile  (juarters,  moderate 
charges. 

Splendid  Trout  Fishing:. 

l.se  of  bout,  and  Salmon,  (irilse,  and  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  NcBSjt  iiKE. 

lelegi-ams:  "MacOillivray,  Oorthlick." 
DONALD  MACOILLIVRAY,  Proprietor, 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

En   Pension   rFex>ms   only   lOs.   6d.   a>  day. 

NO  EXTRAS. 


ONlLiY   SIX   HOURS   FROIVI  Z^ONDON. 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL,  "^.^Sr^im'." 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London,  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E,  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Pictures<iuely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
niyi  iads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  anil  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  liire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA  FISHING^ 


EXTENSirm  BOATING  AND  MIRING. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


NSVIT   FISHING  ACQUIRE:I>. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access, 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Peopkietekss. 


LYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 


LYN MOUTH,  DEVON. 


Unrivalled  for  its  home  comforts  and  excellent  cuisine,  and  stands  in  an  ideal 
position.     Good  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Deep-Sea  Fishing.    Boats  and  men  kept. 
Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.    Charges  strictly  moderate. 
Telegrams — "  Valley,  Lynmouth." 

Please  note  ad&ress.  CECIL  N.  BEVAN,  Proprietor. 


Swan  Holel,  lenftHfy,  Wflfcesleismre. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms f  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MoINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  tlie  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
.Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  .Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegiaph 
OtUce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


ANNAN  (Dumfriesshire), 

Splendid  Herling  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  from  August  1. 

SALMON— OCTOBER  to  NOVEMBER  15. 

PRIVATE  APARTMENTS.   CLOSE  TO  RIVER. 


Mrs.  McGLASSON,  Nursery  Place. 


BUCK  HOTEL, 

IL<a.n^Holm,  M.B. 

Yellow  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  in  Border  Esk.  Comfortable  Bedrooms, 
Bathroom,  w.c,  Sitting  Room,  and  Dining 
Room.  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Cigars  of  genuine 
quality.  Card  of  Tariff,  and  particulars  of  the 
Esk  and  its  tributaries,  post  free.— George  3. 
Gkant,  Projjrietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  CuUen,  Deiry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlenien 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  .£3  .")».  each  per  week 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  Owcedore  River  and  famous 
Loughanure.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  within  a  few  minutes' walk  of  the  best 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horse  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Vei7  Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR.  THE  HOTEL. 

Vrolly  Briflf/n,  Uweednrr. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co,  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9».  per  day  or  £3. 10«.  per  week 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Ig.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water.— Address  Manageress. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Pi oprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-clasa  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL, 

ERREW,  CROSSMOLINA. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  Shore  of 
Lough  Conn.  Three  minutes  from 
Fishing.  Best  Sahnon  and  Trout 
Fishing  Free.  Superior  Catering  and 
Accommodation.  Bath  Rooms.  Suites 
of  Apartments.  Families  specially 
arranged  for.    Moderate  Tariff. 

Apply,  PROPRIETOR. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  .and 
Ferox  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs, 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHING   FJiEE.  J^OSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAV. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c. ,  &c.  First-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.    With  Free  Salmon  Kshing. 

G.  MURTAGH,.Proprietor. 


CXJLAG  HOTEL, 

LOOHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Gulag,  Lochinver," 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
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FISHING  IN  ULLSWATER. 

Dear  Sie, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Haadley's  letter  re 
tJllswater,  it  is  too  late  now  for  daytime  fishing, 
save  trolling.  At  night  nice  "  little  "  baskets  may 
be  got,  of  half-pounders,  with  fly,  and  just  at 
present  the  Bustards  are  thinking  of  •  making  their 
appearance,  though  it  is  a  little  early.  We  in  the 
north  fish  imitations  of  the  male  and  female  ghost 
moth  for  our  Bustards  ;  no  doubt  it  is  the  best  and 
most  common  dressing.  May  Fly  and  Stone  Fly 
are  found  on  Ullswater,  and  this  puts  them  do^vn 
afterwards.  I  have  got  nice  little  dishes  up  to  the 
end  of  May  ;  thirteen  fish  from  10  a.m.  to  .3  p.m. 
was  my  best  basket  though.  Nearly  all  got  on  a 
yellow  dotterel  hackle,  dressed  bunchy,  on  a  No. 
3  hook.  Gwniad  are  found  in  the  lake,  also  in 
Brothers  Water,  two  miles  above  Patterdale  end  of 
Ullswater,  but  never  caught.  I  took  one  out  there 
in  a  dying  condition  with  my  net  when  last  there — 
very  old,  I  should  say,  from  the  long  teeth,  and 
affected  with  tapeworm  .  .  .  The  only  fish  I  have 
seen  alive  of  that  kind  ;  "Skelly  "  is  the  local  name 
for  them.  Perch  abound.  March  Brown,  Black 
and  Silver  Hackle  (Steel's  Fancy),  and  Broughton 
Point,  I  have  been  told  on  all  sides,  are  the  flies  for 
Ullswater,  and  they  are  on  some  days,  no  doubt. 
But  who  can  lay  it  down,  as  the  best,  when  they 
rise  short,  and  are  so  hard  to  please  that  the  offer- 
ings have  to  be  many.  I  am  a  great  believer  in 
hackles  on  that  lake.  "  Ensemere,"  Pooley  Bridge, 
is  a  most  comfortable  house  to  put  up  at.  Pro- 
prietress, Mra.  Vickers ;  boat  and  landing,  one 
minute  from  the  house.  Angle  Tarn  is  full  of  lovely 
little  game  trout,  fivo  to  the  pound,  and  leave  can 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  Little,  Lord  Lonsdale's  agent, 
Penrith.  Breeze  from  Patterdale  is  the  best  and 
only  good  one. — ^Yours  truly,     Oliver  Pboctek. 

P.S. — The  scenery  is  the  best  thing  about  Ulls- 
water.   It  so  seldom  fishes  well. 


FISHING  AT  ULLSWATER  AND  IN  THE 
LAKE  DISTRICT  GENERALLY. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  Mr.  Arthur  R. 
Handley  will  refer  to  "  The  English  Lake  District 
Fisheries,"  by  John  AVatson,  F.L.S..  Anglers' 
Library  Series,  and  published)  by  Lawrence  and 
Bullen,  he  will  find  the  most  complete  information 
as  to  where  to  fish  in  Ullswater,  and  the  flies,  etc., 
to  use.— Yours  truly,  J.  W.  Norman. 

Ashburton. 


FISHING  AT  ULLSWATER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  may  inform  your  correspondent, 
Mr.  Handley,  that  although  Ullswater  contains 
trout  the  fishing  is  only  poor.  Some  years  ago,  along 
with  the  late  Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt,  author  of  "  Yorkshire 
Trout  Flies,"  I  spent  a  few  days  on  Ullswater, 
staying  at  Howtown  Bay,  near  middle  of  lake, 
where  the  steamer  calls,  and  amidst  the  grandest 
of  mountain  and  lake  scenery.  During  the  day  we 
fly-fished  from  a  boat,  and  our  best  catch  was  only 
two  or  three  brace  of  half-pounders.  In  the  evenings 
we  trolled  the  natural  minnow  and  caught  a  few 
fish,  but  nothing  over  |lb.  Mr.  Pritt  knew  the 
lake  well,  and  we'  had  the  best  professional,  one 
Thompson. 

Near  the  Patterdale  end  of  the  lake  is  Brothers 
Water.  In  this  one  day  I  trolled  .'natural  preserved 
minnow,  and  took  seven  very  good  perch,  quite 
pounders.  At  the  Pooley  Bridge  end  of  the  lake 
the  effluent  becomes  the  River  Eamont,  a  tributary 
of  the  Eden.  Coaches  run  between  Pooley  Bridge 
and  Penrith,  some  five  miles  distant.  Anglers 
staying  at  the  George  Hotel,  Penrith,  have  the 
right  of  fishing  a  length  of  the  Eamont  below 
Penrith — good  trouting  water,  and  in  the  middle 
of  that  lented  and  preserved  by  the  Yorkshire 
Anglers'  Association.  This  length  is  known  as  the 
Honey  Pot  Water,  and  for  seven  capital  photos  of 
throws  on  this  water  I  refer  Mr.  Handley  to  the 
number  of  Country  Life  for  July  2. — Yours  truly, 
"  Leeds,  July  5.  J.  W.  Reffitt. 

P.S. — Mrs.  Knight,  of  Victoria-road,  Penrith, 
dieasea  proper  fliea  for  Ullswater. 


t     FAIRY  TALES  FROM  LOUGH  CONN. 

Dear  Sib, — I  see  in  the  last  number  of  the 
n  Fishing  Gazette  a  report  of  the  fishing  at  Cloghans, 
Lough  Conn.  The  report  is  a  fairy  tale,  and  as  it 
may  lead  people  to  think  it  worth  their  while  to 
visit  the  lake,  I  think  it  only  right  to  warn  you.  I 
stayed  at  Clarke's  Hotel  a  fortnight,  caught  no 
Salmon,  and  had  wretched  trout  fishing.  While 
there  I  only  saw  four  grilse  caught  altogether,  and 
no  one  had  a  good  basket  of  trout.  The  report  in 
the  Fishina  Gazette  for  the  previous  week  was  also 
an  iavention  of  Clarke's.    The  hotel  is  very  com- 


fortable, but  I  should  advise  you  never  to  accept 
a  report  from  him  on  the  fishing. — Yours  faithfully, 
Moy  Hotel,  Ballina,  N.  P.  Cayley, 

June  28. 

[I  confess  I  wai  astonished  to  get  this  letter.  In 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  25  Mr.  Tom  Clarke,  in 
his  report  of  sport  at  Lough  Conn,  said :  "Mra.  and 
Mr.  Cayley  got  seven  salmon,  with  some  beautiful 
baskets  of  trout,  averaging  Ipb."  Now  Mr.  N.  P. 
Cayley  writes  to  say  this  is  all  a  fairy  tale,  that 
they  got  no  salmon,  and  did  not  even  see  a  decent 
basket  of  trout.  Of  course  I  have  asked  Mr.  Clarke 
for  an  explanation,  as  it  is  the  first  time  in  nearly 
twenty-five  years  that  anyone  has  questioned  Mr. 
Clarke's  reports.  My  wife  and  I  have  not  forgotten 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarke's  kindness  when  we  were  at  his 
place  in  1883,  and  I  believe  there  must  be  some 
misunderstanding  somewhere. — Ed.] 

[P.S. — I  have  since  heard  through  another 
channel  that  the  36lb.  6oz.  pike  reported  by  Mr. 
Clarke  weighed  only  291b.  4oz.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  English  anglers  who  have  been  staying  with  Mr. 
Clarke  will  be  good  enough  to  tell  us  if  they  have 
or  have  not  caught  the  fish  they  have  had  credited 
to  them.  The  only  reply  Mr.  Clarke  gives  me  is 
that  the  people  who  question  his  reports  are  "  in 
the  same  trade"  and  professionally  jealous  of  the 
good  sport  got  by  his  visitors.  I  never  have 
published,  and  never  will  publish,  untrue  reports 
of  sport,  knowing  them  to  be  untrue  ;  but  of  course 
I  cannot  be  all  over  the  United  Kingdom  at  once. 
If  Mr.  Clarke  has  taken  to  romancing,  he  will  have 
to  send  his  reports  elsewhere.  I  hope  he  will  be 
able  to  explain  satisfactorily. — R.  B.  M.] 


REPORTS  FROM  LOUGH  CONN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette  of  July  2,  you  mention  my  name  in  quoting 
a  report  in  an  Editor's  note  after  Mr.  E.  Phillips' 
letter  on  "  A  Record  Pike,"  as  having  caught  "six 
salmon  in  seven  days  averaging  401b." 

The  report  you  quote  from  is  entirely  false.  A 
friend  and  I  visited  Tom  Clarke,  Lough  Conn,  from 
June  11  to  27,  and  during  that  time  my  friend  Mr. 
Biss  only  caught  three  grilse,  whilst  I  had  no 
salmon  or  grilse  whatever.  The  two  reports  in  the 
two  previous  issues,  June  18  and  25,  were  also  gross 
exaggerations  both  with  regard  to  ourselves  and 
others  staying  at  the  hotel  at  the  same  time.  I  quite 
intended  writing  you  contradicting  these  reports 
before,  as  they  are  very  misleading  to  those  who 
may  be  looking  out  for  good  fishing  in  Ireland. 
Although  contradicting  these  reports,  I  should  like 
to  state  that  we  had  a  most  enjoyable  time  at  Tom 
Clarke's,  and  every  attention  possible.  There  is  no 
doubt  very  good  fishing  to  be  had  there  and  any 
amount  of  large  trout,  salmon,  and  pike  in  the 
lake.— Yours  truly,  W.  A.  Sanders. 

Beds,  July  6. 

FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND  OR  WALES 
WANTED  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
suggest  a  spot,  preferably  in  Wales  or  Scotland, 
which  would  meet  the  following  requirements  : — 
Quiet,  and  situated  in  a  bay  with  good  sea  fishing  ; 
it  would  also  be  an  advantage  if  there  were  a  river 
with  fishing  close  at  hand.  The  great  point  is  tha^; 
there  should  be  good  sea  fishing  with  rods  during 
the  month  of  August  in  quiet  water,  as  one  of  the 
party  cannot  stand  a  rough  sea.  There  mu?t  also 
be  good  accommodation  in  an  inn  or  apartments, 
and  good  boats  procurable.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  W.  T.  W.  B. 


D.^pjpiNG  IN  AUGUST  ON  MASK 
AND  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sip, — I  have  read  with  m«ich  pleasure  Mr. 
Doig's  valuable  and  interesting  letter  in  your  issue 
of  June  11.  As  to  his  reference  to  dapping  in 
August  and  September  I  quite  agree  that  the 
majority  of  anglers  are  unaware  of  the  excellent 
sport  to  be  got  on  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  during 
those  months.  It  it  would  not  be  trespassing  too 
much  on  youf  space  I  would  like  to  supplement  his 
letter  by  giving  my  own  experience  for  ten  days 
leist  year.  Considering  that,  as  a  whole,  1903  was 
much  behind  other  seasons,  the  result  I  consider 
not  at  all  bad.  For  the  first  four  days  I  fished  Mask 
with  the  following  result : — Total  bag,  twenty-nine 
trout  (all  dapping),  averaging  31b.,  and  including 
ones  of  51b.,  5Jlb.,  and  61b.  (the  largest).  They 
were  all  in  splendid  condition,  and  the  sport  they 
afforded  would  be  surprising  to  anyone  un- 
acquainted with  the  game  qualities  of  Mask  trout. 
The  next  four  days  were  spent  on  Corrib,  and  that 
vast  sheet  of  water  repaid  my  efforts  with  a  total 
bag  of  twenty-five  trout  averaging  a  little  less  than 
Mask,  but  with  one  beauty  of  Ojlb.  I  must  confess 
to  having  lost  a  good  number  more,  due  to  want  of 


proSciency  In  the  "  gentle  art."  The  "  Harry  Long- 
legs"  was  the  most  effective  lure.  The  remaining 
two  days  I  spent  trolling  for  pike  on  Mtisk,  and 
although  the  weather  turned  rather  unfavouralile, 
I  succeeded  in  landing;  a  good  number  ranging  from 
81b.  to  151b.  and  171b.  The  piko  I  found  to  take 
well,  play  well,  and  oat  well.  As  these  letters  may 
induce  many  brother  anglers  to  try  their  luck  on 
these  waters  during  next  August  or  September,  I 
may  add  that  I  fished  from  Clonbur,  co.  Galway, 
which  is  within  ten  minutes'  drive  of  the  best 
fishing  parts  of  either  lough,  and  thus  affords  an 
opportunity  of  testing  both  these  now  excellent 
fishing  waters. — Yours  truly, 

Vincent  E.  H.  Vabian. 


THE  "WALL  FLY." 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  read  with  interest  the  remarks 
of  "Benwyan"  on  the  "Wall  Fly."  This  fly  is,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  none  other  than  the  "Rail,"  as 
it  is  called  here,  or,  as  it  is  generally  called,  the 
"Brown  Rail,"  because  it  comes  in  first  with  a 
brown,  drabbish  body,  and  then  changes  to  orange, 
yellow,  green,  and  black,  though  it  retains  its 
wings  and  hackle  colour.  The  former,  in  its 
artificial  state,  is  tied  from  the  outer  feather  of  the 
landrail,  hence  the  "rail,"  and  the  latter  from  the 
under  feather  of  the  same ;  the  body  may  be  tied 
with  silk.  After  going  through  these  changes  it 
turns  almost  black,  and  is  tied  as  "Hi  Regan" 
gives  it,  but  it  has  no  tail  whatever.  The  male  has 
two  horns — to  use  the  common  phrase — out  of  its 
head,  whilst  the  female  has  none.  The  body  must 
be  tied  pretty  thick,  and  it  generally  has  a  tag  of 
silver.  It  is  an  excellent  killing  fly,  and  is  in 
season  for  a  long  time  and  is  very  abundant.  On  a 
warm  day  it  takes  very  much  to  the  sedge  by  the 
river,  and  on  a  cold  day  it  hovers  over  the  surface 
of  the  water  in  great  numbers.  It  seldom  alights 
on  the  water,  and  when  it  does,  if  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  trout,  it  is  generally  instantly 
taken  by  him. 

Trusting  this  will  be  of  some  interest  to  your 
readers, — Yours  truly,  James  Loughman. 


ANGLING  AT  TOO  ME  AND  AT  PORT-  ' 
GLENONE  ON  THE  BANN. 

Dear  Sir, — The  letter  in  your  issue  of  June  25, 
"Trout  Galore!"  is  interesting,  and  as  a  vice- 
president  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  it  is  all 
the  more  so. 

Toome  is  blessed  with  good  fishing  and  an 
excellent  hotel — really  an  angler's  paradise — but 
for  an  enthusiastic  angler  commend  me  to  Port- 
glenone.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  terms  for 
angling  on  the  Bann,  which  may  be  useful  to  your 
readers. — -Yours  truly,  Tonneliee. 

FoYLE  AND  Bann  Fisheries  Co. 
Angling  on  the  Bann  at  Pobtqlenone. 
Terras. — Season  permit,  £2 ;  week,  7s.  6d. ;  day, 
2s.  6d.  No  day  permit  for  Sunday  fishing.  I  will 
be  happy  to  furnish  any  information  required 
regarding  lodgings,  boats,  boatmen,  etc.  Permits 
to  fish  and  salmon  licences  issued  by  me. 

Joseph  C.  Duncan. 
Petty  Sessions  and  Post  Offices, 
Portglenone,  Belfast. 


THE  "O.  D."  HANDY  HOOK  CARRIER. 

Dear  Sir,  —  We  enclose  a  useful  parchment 
expanding  envelope  for  the  waistcoat  pocket,  which 
we  are  introducing  to  the  angling  public.  For  gut 
hnoks  and  gut  sundries,  flies,  etc.,  when  only  a  few 
of  a  kind  are  required,  they  will  be  found  very 
handy.  The  price  is  only  Is.;  by 'post.  Is.  Id. 
Shall  be  glad  if  you  will  bring  them  under  the 
notice  of  your  readers.  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation.— Yours  truly,         F.  T.  Williams  &  Co. 

10,  Great  Queen-street, 

Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  W.C. 

[The  little  case  consists  of  a  series  of  eight  parch- 
ment pockets,  which  fold  up  neatly  into  a  cloth 
cover,  to  which  they  are  glued.  (Messrs.  Wilhams 
should  try  Le  Page's  fish  glue ;  that  they  use  doea 
not  hold  the  parchment  to  the  cloth.)  It  would 
answer  very  well  for  a  few  flies  on  gut,  but  is 
intended  chiefly  for  hooks  on  gut,  and  for  this  it  is 
the  best  thing  of  the  kind  I  have  seen. — Ed.] 

A  FISH  CULTURE  QUERY. 
Dear  Sir,— Perhaps  some  of  your  correspondents 
will  have  the  kindness  to  answer  the  following 
questions,  namely.  How  long  does  it  take  a  person 
of  ordinary  intelligence  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
fish  breeding  thorough  enough  to  enable  him  to 
start  on  his  own  account  ?  What  premium  is 
usually  paid  for  learning  this  business  ?  Provided 
a  suitable  place  and  water  are  obtained,  what  outlay 
is  necessary  to  put  things  on  a  good  working 
basis  7 — Yours  truly,  Templab. 
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FISHING  NEAR  CORK. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  the  following  may  be  of  use 
to  your  correspondents  "Philo"  of  Juno  18  and 
"Beta"  of  June  25.  "Philo"  will  be  able  to  get 
plenty  of  trout  near  Cork,  mostly  free,  or  at  any 
rate  permission  ii  seldom  or  never  refmed.  There 
are  so  many  rivers  that  it  is  difficult  to  know  which 
is  bast.  Personally,  I  have  fished  the  Lee  and 
its  tributary  the  Bride.  "Phila"  will  fini  a  short 
but  good  trout  stretch  in  the  L93  just  above 
Carrigrohane  station  about  six  miles  out  of  Cork, 
also  a  splendid  piece  from  Inishcarra  Bridge  about 
nine  iniles  out,  which  might  be  followed  up  for  a 
few  miles  on  south  side  of  river  wading  the  Bride. 
The  long  pool  below  where  Bride  empties  holds  very 
large  trout,  whi^h  may  be  seen  rising  at  du^k,  but  I 
have  never  landed  one.  However,  just  above  the 
Bride  is  a  long  shallow  pool  which  may  be  waded 
in  the  centre  nearly  up  to  the  rapids,  but  it  is  much 
deeper  at  sides.  I  have  frequently  fished  this  piece 
in  evening,  and  had  grandsport,  returning  all  under 
^Ib.  and  still  going  homo  with  ten  or  a  dozen. 
Further  up  about  forty  miles  from  Cork  is  Goughane- 
barra,  a  romantic  little  lake  with  at  present  tims  a 
nibe  little  "hotel"  on  its  edge,  rather  different  from 
the  first  time  I  saw  it.  Here  "Philo  "  can  catch  as 
many  trout  as  he  will  want,  but  they  are  small, 
some  may  run  80/,.  or  lOoz.  Here  I  caught  a 
basketful  (aboutl41b.)  in  about  four  hours.  'J'here 
is  a  lough  called  Nambracksbury,  near  Shehy 
Mountain,  with  a  road  within  half  a  mile,  which 
should  bo  approached  from  Inehigeelagh.  I  liave 
not  fished  this  lough,  but  am  told  it  is  very  good. 

I  have  just  returned  from  Bala  and  district..  The 
lake  may  be  fished  from  shore  free,  but  if  from  boat 
sixpence  per  day,  this  includes  threequartors  of  lake. 
The  upper  part  is  private.  I  did  not  see  a  fish 
caught  during  three  days  I  was  there,  and  only  saw 
one  respectable  fish  ri>ie,  though  there  were  Green 
Drake  by  the  thous md.  However,  it  is  only  fair 
to  say  it  was  cold.  I  am  told  the  trout  run  to  151b., 
IJcan  quite  believe  it,  and  fanny  they  will  grow 
older  if  not  heavier.  However,  if  "  Beta  "  does  not 
find  trout  rising,  there  are  fine  perch,  pike  and  other 
fish  to  be  had  ;  there  ure  plenty  of  boats. 

There  is  a  beautiful  stretch  of  river,  parts  of 
which  may  be  fished  free  from  Whit3  Lion  Hotel, 
and  small  fee  for  other  parts. 

Be  Lake  District.— If  "  W.  D.  D.  M."  wants  lake 
fishing  let  him  try  Bassenthwaite  Lake,  not 
Derwent  Water  as  is  so  often  advised. — Yours  trulj', 

Fly. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
LANCASHIRE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  Jas.  A.  Elhs,  I  am 
prepared  to  let  a  newly-made  27  acre  lake  stocked 
with  8000  rainbow  trout,  from  l^lb.  up  to  3|lb. 
and  41b.  weight,  either  to  a  private  individual  "or 
ten  to  fifteen  rods,  within  three  miles  from  the 
Royal  Hotel,  Kirkby  Lonsdale;  also  five  mil?3'  of 
fishing  on  the  River  Lune,  both  salmon  and  triut. 
The  rainbow  are  jus*^i  coming  inta  good  condition, 
and  a  rod  can  catch  fifty  or  over  any  day.  I  caught 
twenty-two  in  one  hour  last  week  and  let  them  all 
go  again. — Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Wilson. 

Rigmaden  Park,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 
July  1. 

FISHING  IN  HAMPSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Paterson's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  25,  1  can  give 
him  particulars  of  the  water  rented  by  the  Hijjhbury 
Angling  Society  (about  three  miles  of  the  river 
Stour,  near  Wimborne),  if  he  will  apply  to  me  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court-road. — 
Y'ours  truly,  G.  Westeup,  Sec. 

[I  should  say  the  Highbury  Anglers  are  lucky  in 
having  three  miles  of  such  a  fine  river  as  the  Stour 
la  Doisat. — Ed.] 


LAKE  CORON,  BODORGAN,  ANGLESEY- 
GOOD  SPORT. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  last  thirty  years  I  have 
rec  'mmended  this  free  trout  fishing  lake  to  anglers, 
through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  amongst  others,  a 
memberof  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  London,  who  wrote 
to  me  asking  what  flies  to  use,  etc.  The  information 
was  freely  given,  and  the  following  justifies  my 
repeated  recommendations.  Monday,  June  20, 
sixteen  trout,  best  fish,  lib.  9oz.  (evening  only); 
Tuesday,  thirty-two,  best  fish,  lib.  lOoz.  (eight  fish 
weighed  111b.);  Wednesday,  thirty,  best  fish,  lib. 
!)oz.  (seven  fish  weighed  101b.);  Thursday,  ten,  best 
fish,  lib.  Goz.  (evenmg  only) ;  Friday,  twelve,  best 
fish,  21b.  (three  fish  weighed  41b.) ;  Saturday,  twenty, 
best  fish,  lib.  Goz. ;  Sunday,  nine,  best  fish,  lib.  lOoz. 
(evening  only) ;  Monday,  seven,  best  fish.  lib.  (even- 
ing only) ;  Tuesday,  eight,  best  fiah,  lib.  (evening 
only).   Total  for  six  and  a  half  days'  fishing,  144 


fish.  These  numbers  do  not  include  fish  under  ^Ib., 
indeed  about  150  of  that  size  were  returned. 

Mr.  G.  Wagstalie,  in  two  and  three-quarter  days, 
had  twenty-five  trout.  Local  anglers  also  get  good 
sport.  Mr.  R.  J.  Edwards,  J. P.,  Holyhead,  had  one 
trout  weighing  2|lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Morris,  the  Bank, 
Llangefni,  one  weighing  IJlb.  On  Saturday  morning, 
Mr.  R.  Owen,  fishing  from  the  shore,  had,  amongst 
several  others,  one  weighing  21b. — Yours  truly, 

Gaerwen,  National  Sohool.  W.  Hughes. 

July  1. 


"HOW  TO  STOCK  A  POND." 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  above  query,  the  pond 
is  very  shallow  for  the  sizo  of  it,  and  should  have 
shade  provided  either  by  maans  of  weed  or  a  few 
half  drain  pipes,  and  in  winter,  if  the  weather  is 
sovere,  I  should  be  inclined  to  put  a  few  planks 
across  one  end  to  keep  it  from  freezing  too  hard. 
About  one  hundred  gudgeon  and  roach  would  live 
comfortably  enough  ;  dace  are  very  uncertain,  and 
wo\ild  gradually  die  off,  in  all  probability  pretty 
quickly.  An  occasional  sprinkling  of  loamy  soil — 
that  is,  sandy  clay — helps  to  keep  a  pond  bottom 
from  becoming  sour  and  foul.  Weed  is  best  planted 
in  shallow  saucers  with  stones  and  gravel,  and  I 
should  try  anacharis,  valli-ineria,  potamogeton,  or 
any  other  free-growing  weeds.  In  small  ponds  the 
fish  nibble  at  the  weed,  and  even  if  it  does  over- 
grow it  is  easily  pulled  out.  If  the  small  water-lily 
is  obtainable  it  would  ba  ornamental  and  form  a 
shade  at  the  same  time. 

Roof  water  is  apt  to  be  very  dirty,  and  is  best 
passed  through  a  barrel  half -full  of  coarse  sand 
bafore  going  into  a  fish  pond.  Catch  a  few  hundred 
shrimps  and  snails  and  other  "  critters  "  (daphnia, 
Cyclops,  etc.)  from  the  nearest  pond  or  stream  and 
turn  them  in,  and  no  other  food  is  necessary.  A 
bottom  outlet  to  be  used  when  cleaning  out  is  very 
much  better  than  an  ordinary  overflow,  or,  now 
the  pond  is  made,  a  board  fixed  thus  is  a  fair 
substitute : — 


.  OVERFLOW 


This  carries  awAy  dirt,  which  would  otherwise 
settle  and  gradually  fill  the  place  up.  A  trickle  of 
water  always  going  through  is  much  better  than 
occasional  flushing  only,  as  a  violent  change  of 
temperature  is  as  bad  for  fish  as  humans. — -Y'ours 
truly,  Clarence. 

FISHING  NEAR  KESWICK. 

Dear  Sib, — As  I  am  going  to  Keswick,  Cumber- 
land, the  last  two  weeks  in  J uly,  I  shall  be  glad  if 
you  or  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  inform 
me  of  any  good  fishing  near. 

I  have  heard  that  there  is  good  fishing  in  Bassen 
thwaite  Lake.  Can  you  say  what  kind  of  fish,  and 
the  best  way  of  fjshing  for  them,  also  if  Bassenthwaite 
Lake  is  free  ?— Yours  faithfully,  W.  H.  C, 


A  SEA  FISHING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sib, — As  a  subscriber  to  your  valuable 
paper,  may  I  ask  if  you  would  kindly  give  me  some 
information  about  sea  fishing  ?  My  requirements 
are  good  and  fairly  safe  fishing  in  either  England, 
Scotland,  or  Ireland,  with  good  hotel  or  other 
accommodation — apartments,  if  good,  preferred — 
for  my  wife  and  self.  If  the  fishing  be  from  land  as 
well  as  from  boat,  it  would  make  a  nice  change.  Is 
Lynmouth  a  place  you  could  recommend  ?  Any 
information  you  can  give  I  shall  be  grateful  for. 
Y^ours  truly,  W.  J.  Skene. 

Churchtield  Lodge, 

Tourmakeady,  R  S.O.,  Co.  Mayo. 

P.S. — -We  have  been  fishing  here  since  May  2,  and 
we  have  killed  some  good  trout  on  the  fly  and 
minnow,  also  a  pike  of  27lb. 

[I  am  sure  that  if  Mr.  Skene  writes  to  Mr.  Cecil 
N.  Bevan,  Lyn  Valley  Hotel,  Lynmouth,  and  says 
the  time  of  year  he  proposes  to  go,  Mr.  Bevan  will 
tell  him  just  what  sea  fishing  to  expect  then,  as 
he  is  an  enthusiastic  and  very  successful  sea 
angler.  He  has  had  some  of  the  largest  takes  of  sea 
fish  ever  made  off  our  coasts  by  an  angler. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  through 
the  medium  of  your  excellent  paper  if  daily  or 
weekly  tickets  are  issued  for  the  trout  fishing  at 
Carisbrooke,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  how  much  7 — Youra 
truly,  R.  DE  H.  St.  Stephens. 

[My  correspondent  should  write  to  the  secretary 
of  the  club  (Mr.  Percy  Wadham),  who  will  give 
every  information. — Ed.] 


UNSPORTSxMANLIKE  FISHING  ON  LOUGH 
MASK. 

Dear  Sir, — A  week  ago  I  returned  from  fishing 
Lough  Mask  from  Kilbride  Lodge,  where  I  enjoyed 
very  fair  sport,  but  there  was  "  a  fly  in  the  oint- 
ment." A  gentleman  from  England,  who  was 
staying  in  a  cottage  near  ICilbride  Lodge,  was  to  be 
seen  day  after  day,  and  nearly  all  day,  traiUng  a 
number  of  flies  behind  his  boat  attached  to  two 
rods,  and  this,  too,  over  the  best  fly-fishing  bays, 
large  and  small.  I  have  been  requested  by  several 
anglers  to  write  to  you,  just  mentioning  the  fact 
that  such  "  fishing"  does  much  harm  to  fair  fly 
fishing,  and  to  b^g  him  not  to  repeat  the  offence. 
I  know  he  reads  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  trust  he 
will  read  this  letter  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is 
written. — Yours  truly,  W.  F.  Booth. 


DAPPING  ON  LOUGH  ARROW. 

Dear  Sir, — This  seaeon  has  not  been  very 
remarkable,  though  larger  numbers  of  fish  than 
have  been  taken  for  some  years  past  were  bagged. 
It  appears  that  the  trout  caught  ran  rather  smaller 
than  formerly,  but  with  better  preservation  they 
will  doubtless  recover  their  average  size,  which  is 
still  larger  than  in  some  of  the  other  western 
waters. 

The  house  party  at  Ballindoon  were  fairly  success- 
ful from  May  28  to  June  14,  four  boats,  g^ne^ally 
fishing  eight  rods,  having  taken  seventy-eight  trout, 
weighing  190Jlb.  The  largest  fi.sh  registered  wai 
71b.,  captured  by  Mr.  R.  Gethtn,  but  others  of  51b., 
4jlb.,  S^lb.,  and  31o.  were  not  uncommon  ;  and  one 
of  6Jlb.  was  heard  of  being  caught  by  a  visitor  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  lake.  As  numsrous  anglers 
visited  this  lake  it  is  probable  several  other  large 
fish  have  been  taken. 

The  Ballindoon  party  seem  to  have  had  no  blank 
days;  among  the  fortunate  anglers  being  Admiral 
Fitzgerald,  Colonel  Gethin  (president  Lough  Ariow 
Fish  Preservation  Society),  Mr.  F.  Gethin,  Mr. 
Manly  Palmer,  Mr.  R.  St.  G.  Robinson,  Dr.  Wagner, 
two  ladies,  and  the  indomitable  secretary  L.  A.F.P.S. , 
Mr.  W.  Ross. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 


STICKLEBACKS  NOT  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Drinkwater  will  make  a  mistake 
if  he  puts  in  perch  to  clear  these  pests  out,  that  is 
if  he  intends  trout  to  follow,  for  they  will  also  be 
cleared  by  the  perch.  Sticklebacks  are  admittedly 
short-lived,  in  fact  "  annuals,"  that  being  the  usual 
length  of  life.  A  sure  plan  to  clear  them  is,  sys- 
tematically (say,  twice  a  week),  rake  the  edges  of 
the  water  and  thus  spoil  their  nests,  and  if  this  is 
done  during  the  warm  weather  they  will  disappear. 
I  found  this  out  by  accident. — Yours  truly, 

Manchester. 

SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  AXE  IN 
SEPTEMBER. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  letter  of  your 
correspondent  "  A.  N.  P."  as  to  salmon  fishing  ia 
the  river  Axe  in  September,  after  twenty -five 
years'  experience  of  the  river  I  should  strongly 
advise  "  A.  N.  P."  to  leave  it  a'one — that  there  are^ 
salmon  in  the  river  at  that  time  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  they  rarely  take  fiy  or  a  bait  of  any  kind,  and 
the  water  is  in  many  parts  heavily  netted.  After' 
the  cost  entailed  by  permits  and  the  necessary! 
licence,  the  game  is  not  worth  the  candle.  I  woulc^ 
suggest  to  "  A.  N.  P."  that  baas  fishing  with  fly  at' 
Seaton  is  a  much  more  satisfactory  amusement. — -i 
Yours  faithfully,  ]<'banci3  Howse. 

 \   4 

FISHING  IN  SEPTEMBER  WANTED.  : 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers; 
kindly  tell  me  of  some  good  general  fishing  within 
about  fifty  miL's  of  London,  free  or  for  a  small' 
payment,  and  where  a  man  not  overburdened  with' 
wealth  could  get  board  and  lodgings  at  a  reasonable 
price  during  the  last  three  weeks  in  September  ?  I 
do  not  mind  roughing  it  a  bit.  I  should  prefer  a 
place  where  pond  or  lake  fishing  would  be  available 
as  well  as  river.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation.— 
Yours  truly,  Smif. 

P.S. — Should  like  to  join  another  similarly  cir- 
cumstanced. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


July  16,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZF/PTE 


NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  51.] 


Thb  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  \V.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fistiing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice.  Books  for  Eeview,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marstox,  Editor  of  the  Fishinq 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  commimications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  Fishiso  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dimstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   . .        . .        . .        . .        . .      10«.  6d. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto        . .        5s.  M. 

Three  Months       ditto  ditto         . .        2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage     . .        . .      i2s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Paze      . .         .  £7    7  0 

Half  Page   ,S  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  5«.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page  I. 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Managek,  St.  Dunstan's 
I   House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

i       Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address — "RIVSAM,  London." 

Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


SATURDAY,  JULY  16,  1904. 


THE    FLY   AND    BAIT  CASTING 
TOURNAMENT  AT  THE  CEYSTAL 
'  PALACE,  JULY  22  AND  JULY  23. 


NOTICES  OF  TOURNAMENT  PRIZES. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Hearder  &  Sons,  the  celebrated 
makers  of  sea-baits  and  sea-tackle,  send  as  prizes 
an  assortment  of  Piano-Convex  minnows,  value 
Ss.  9d.  ;  also  of  Challenger  and  double  worm  baits, 
value  3s.  3d.  ;  and  of  spinning  eels,  etc.,  value 
3s.  3d.  A  comparison  of  these  different  and  excel- 
lent baits  with  the  sea-baits  of  fifteen  or  twenty- 
years  ago  shows  what  a  great  advance  has  been 
made  in  sea-fishing — in  fact,  many  of  Messrs. 
Hearder' s  spinners  would  do  well  for  fresh- water 
fishing  if  mounted  suitably,  especially  the  silver  and 
I  Piano-Convex  spinners.  Messrs.  Hearder  know 
what  is  required  for  sea-fishing  and  make  it  well. 

The  Cellular  Clothing  Co.,  72  and  73,  Fore-street, 
have  kindly  promised  us  six  brace  of  their  "  Aertex  " 
anglers'  shirts,  value  £3  10s.,  and  will  change  them 
to  suit  the  size  of  the  winner — if  the  winner  is  a  lady, 
.  that  ■will  also  be  put  all  right.  I  am  quite  certain 
that  the  winner  of  these  "  Aertex  "  anglers'  shirts  will 
bless  the  day  that  saw  him  cast  at  this  tournament, 
for  after  twelve  months'  test  I  can  only  say  that  I 
would  not  on  any  account  return  to  shirts  and  vests, 

I  etc.,  not  made  on  this  "  Aertex  "  cellular  principle. 
)■   Sir  Benjamin  Richardson  says  that  to  prevent  cold 

I I  "  the  body  should  be  enveloped  in  light  clothing  that 
I  can  be  easily  breathed  through."  Having  a  great 
i  deal  of  indoor  work,  much  in  unhealthy  gas-heated 
I  atmosphere,  I  used  to  be  very  successful  at  catching 
I  colds,  but  since  I  was  persuaded  by  a  Bournemouth 
t    hosier  last  year  to  try  the  "Aertex  "  clothing  I  have 

only  had  one — and  that  was  well  earned  by  sitting 
in  a  draught  looking  at  a  poor  piece  at  a  theatre. 
The  company  make  all  kind  of  underwear  in  all  kinds 
of  material,  including  silk  and  merino,  merino, 
unshrinkaVjle  wool  and  cotton,  and  I  can  strongly 
advise  anglers  to  ask  their  hosiers  to  show  them  these 
admirable  garments  ;  the  price  is  very  reasonable, 
and  the  increased  comfort  at  all  times,  but  espe- 
cially in  hot  weather,  is  very  great.  There  are 
agencies  in  all  the  important  towns,  and  illustrated 
proepectuses  can  be  had  by  sending  to  the  Cellular 
Co.,  72  and  73,  Fore-street,  London. 


Burberry's  Mann  Wading  Blouse — Gabardine 
Combination  (Patent). — Built  on  a  similar  plan  to 
a  lady's  blouse,  the  Marm  is  very  loose-fitting,  with 
a  string  at  the  base  of  the  skirt  which  permits  the 
length  to  be  adjusted  according  to  will,  adapting  it 
to  stocking  or  trouser  wading.  The  sleeves  of  the 
free-and-easy  Shp-on  shape  give  complete  liberty  to 
the  arms  for  casting  or  playing  fish.  Fitted  with 
well-adjusted  pocket  accommodation  for  fly-books 
and  accessories — made. of  "Burberry-proof  "  Gabar- 
dine on  the  patent  combination  principle — the 
follower  of  the  "  gentle  art "  may  face  torrential 
rains  without  risks.  SeLf-ventilating,  it  is  very 
cool  to  wear  and  exceedingly  light.  At  the  same 
time  the  closeness  of  texture  is  a  sure  protection 
against  cold  winds,  and  insidious  fish  hooks  will  not 
hang  up  in  it.  This  prize  is  of  the  value  of  £3  3s. 
It  will  be  specially  valuable  to  those  who  use  knee 
and  thigh  waders.  For  full  particulars  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  to  take  place  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  July  22  and  23,  see  page  iv. 

R.  B.  M. 


ME.  WM.  SENIOE. 

The  capital  portrait  of  "  Red  Spinner  "  which  I 
am  able  to  give  in  our  Summer  Number  is  from  a 
recent  Kodak  snapshot  by  Mr.  B.  Alfieri.    There  is 


Mb.  Wm 

no  more  general  favourite  among  the  anglers  who 
know  him,  and  their  name  is  legion,  than  the  present 
editor  of  the  Field,  which  great  English  weekly 
encyclopaedia  of  sport  has  never  been  so  prosperous 
as  under  his  direction.  While  steadily  keeping  to 
the  general  lines  on  which  the  Field  has  travelled  so 
successfully  for  more  than  half  a  century,  Mr. 
Senior  has  been  able  to  introduce  many  improve- 
ments which  have  added  to  the  interest  and  value 
of  the  paper.  His  great  experience  as  joumaUst  as 
well  as  sportsman,  combined  with  'his  imrivalled 
tact  in  dealing  with  men  of  all  shades  of  opinion, 
has  proved  the  wisdom  of  those  who  placed  the 
conduct  of  the  greatest  sportsman's  paper  of  the 
world  in  his  hands.  Long  may  he  have  health  and 
strength  to  retain  it.  If  anglers  could  have  their 
wish  it  would  be,  as  I  know  from  many  an  ex- 
pression of  their  views,  that  he  had  more  leisure  to 
secure  articles  on  every  branch  of  angling  from 
"  Red  Spinner."  The  angling  department  of  the 
Field  is  as  excellent  as  ever,  but  there  is  only  one 
"  Red  Spinner,"  and  he  might  spin  his  old  friends  a 
yam  now  and  then  with  great  advantage — if  the 
editor  would  permit  it  R.  B.  M. 


WADEES— HOW  TO  TEST, 
EBPAIE,  ETC. 

Having  frequently  been  asked  how  it  is  best  to 
treat  waders  when  not  in  use,  also  as  to  the  best 
method  of  testing  and  repairing,  I  trust  this  short 
article  will  interest  and  be  of  some  use  to  many  of 
your  readers,  more  especially  to  those  anglers  who 
use  such  articles  for  the  first  time. 

I  do  not  intend  to  recommend  any  particular 
make  or  maker's  goods,  but  simply  advise  intending 
purchasers  to  get  the  very  best,  as  they  will  find 
in  the  long  run  it  will  be  the  cheapest. 

Very  heavy  waders  should  be  avoided.  "Go 
easy  and  fish  light"  was  the  advice  once  given  to 
me  by  an  old  angler,  and  it  is  certainly  true  of 
one's  outfit.  Many  of  us  carry  far  too  much 
weight  for  comfort.  Pure,  good  rubber  is  Ught; 
loaded  or  mixed  rubber  is  heavy,  and  liable  to 
perish  quickly.  This  kind  of  rubber  is  used  to 
cheapen  the  article.  Now,  as  one's  health  is  of 
some  importance,  one  cannot  be  too  careful.  Un- 
fortunately, I  have  suffered  for  the  last  two  years 
from  a  bad  attack  of  sciatica  and  muscular 
rheumatism,  which  I  attribute  to  my  want  of  care 
as  a  young  man,  being  in  the  water  many  hours 
without  proper  protection,  getting  constantly  wet, 
etc.    By  no  means  buy  second-hand  goods  or  old 


:.  Senioe. 

stockers,  or  you  may  find  the  rubber,  perished, 
although  the  outside  cotton  looks  all  right.  An 
old  friend  was  once  sold  by  purchasing  such  a  pair 
at  a  sale  ;  he  brought  them  to  me  hoping  I  could 
do  something  with  them,  but  they  were  past 
redemption.  If  we  take  the  highest  price  goods 
they  cannot  be  considered  dear  when  one  takes 
into  consideration  the  time  they  last.  I  have 
repaired  and  made  perfectly  sound  fishing  trousers 
I  have  known  to  be  over  eight  and  even  ten  years 
old,  showing  conclusively  how  good  the  rubber 
must  have  been.  Of  course,  care  had  been  taken 
of  them. 

Never  neglect  turning  your  waders  inside  out 
after  using,  and  have  them  properly  dried  before 
putting  away.  They  may  be  kept  hung  up  in  a 
warm  room  or  folded  and  placed  in  a  drawer. 

Never  throw  scent  over  them  If  the  smell  of 
new  or  repaired  goods  offend  one,  place  them  in 
the  open  air  for  a  time  and  the  odour  will  quickly 
pass  off.  I  can  assure  your  readers  that,  although 
the  odour  is  pungent,  it  is  a  very  healthy  one. 

Anglers  who  neglect  turning  their  waders  in^ida 
ont  frequently  find  that  the  cotton  has  become 
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quite  rotten,  and  their  trousers  have  to  be 
refooted. 

Some  fishing  stockings  have  the  sole  strengthened 
either  with  a  piece  of  the  same  material  or  a  piece 
of  leather.  I  do  not  advise  this  as  it  makes  them 
stiff,  and  so  like  boots  difficult  to  turn  inside  out 
either  to  test  or  repair ;  the  ordinary  sole  always 
lasts  long  enough.- 

Do  not  dry  waders  at  a  fire.  Where  it  can  be 
done  it  is  best  in  the  open  air.  If  placed  too 
near  a  fire  it  might  start  decomposition. 

Beware  of  wire  fencing. 

Beware  of  nails  in  the  inside  of  a  fresh  soled  or 
repaired  brogue ;  beware  also  of  thorns. 

Testing  and  Repairing. 

Before  starting  on  a  fishing  excursion  waders 
should  have  a  thorough  testing.  If  unable  to  send 
to  a  practical  workman,  and  one  has  to  do  it  one- 
self, be  sure  to  tie  them  up  securely  when  testing 
by  filUng  with  water,  and  use  very  strong  cord,  as 
trousers,  especially  when  filled  to  above  the  fork, 
are  very  heavy  and  would  be  certain  to  break 
ordinary  string  or  laid  cord. 

In  filling  be  very  careful  not  to  splash  or  wet  the 
outside  or  you  will  fail  to  locate  the  damage,  and 
the  filling  will  have  to  be  done  all  over  again.  To 
fill  them  I  use  and  recommend  a  piece  of  rubber, 
hose  ( fin. ),  enough  to  reach  from  the  water  tap  to 
well  down  the  leg  of  the  trouser.  Stand  ready  with 
a  piece  of  chalk  to  mark  the  exact  spot  or  places 
where  the  leakage  appears.  Mark  the  spot  at  once 
before  the  dampness  has  time  to  spread,  or  the 
repairer  wiU  have  considerable  difficulty  in  finding 
the  exact  spot  to  place  the  patch.  When  all  the 
places  are  marked  have  them  thoroughly  dried 
before  attempting  the  repair,  which  should  be  done 
as  follows; — 

Procure  from  your  wader-maker,  or  any  india- 
rubber  shop,  some  prepared  rubber  cloth,  also  a 
capsule  of  solution  (by  no  means  use  any  stickfast 
gum  or  glue  as  some  have  done,  or  your  waders  may 
be  considerably  injured).  Apply  several  coatings 
of  the  solution  to  the  part  to  be  repaired.  When 
the  last  coat  is  nearly  dry  or  tacky  (not  greasy  or 
wet)  cut  a  neat  patch  of  the  prepared  cloth  rather 
larger  than  the  part  one  has  solutioned,  press  down 
tight  with  a  cold  flat  iron,  and  leave  for  an  hour. 
Then  fill  your  waders  again  with  water  to  prove 
your  work.  When  full  of  water  pass  your  hands 
all  over  the  wader  carefully,  for  it  is  qvxite  possible 
to  discover  several  thorns  or  prickles  not  otherwise 
noticeable.  I  once  detected  no  less  than  twenty 
thorns  in  one  pair  of  trousers,  and,  strange  to  say, 
there  was  no  leakage  till  they  were  extracted,  the 
thick  part  of  the  thorn  closing  the  orifice — of 
course,  the  thorns  would  in  time  have  worked  out 
and  a  leakage  occur,  so  I  saved  the  credit  of  our 
make  by  detecting  them. 

In  testing  wading  boots  it  is  best  not  to  fill  them 
with  water,  as  they  cannot  be  turned  completely 
inside  out  tc>  dry  like  stockings.  Put  a  heavy  weight 
inside  and  place  them  in  a  large  tub  of  water,  mark- 
ing the  leakage  in  the  usual  manner.  If  the  damage 
is  near  the  top  turn  them  down  as  far  as  possible, 
then  proceed  to  repair.  If  the  damage  is  in  the  foot 
part  they  will  have  to  be  sent  to  the  makers.  Thus 
it  is  best  to  have  two  pairs  with  one  in  case  of 
accidents.  It  is  a  good  plan  to  have  a  pair  of  thin 
waterproof  socks,  about  lOin.  or  12in.  long,  to  wear 
inside  boots  or  combination  waders ;  they  can  be 
taken  out  and  easily  dried,  thus  saving  both  time 
and  trouble  ;  the  expense  is  not  more  than  7s.  or 
83.  Occasionally  a  fishing  stocking  gets  damaged 
by  a  peg  or  nail  being  left  protruding  through  the 
sole  of  a  brogue ;  it  is  therefore  as  well  to  feel  inside 
■with  the  hand  to  see  if  all  is  right,  as  one  frequently 
finds  that  workmen  are  not  to  be  trusted.  But 
this  hint  is  more  for  the  packer,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  see  that  all  goods  are  perfect  before 
they  are  despatched  to  the  customer.  If  such  a 
thing  is  discovered  let  it  be  at  once  removed  or 
rubbed  down.  A  well-made  brogue  should  be 
perfectly  smooth  on  the  inside.  Nails  used  in 
brogues  have  always  been  a  trouble  both  to  anglers 
and  anglers'  outfitters,  for  when  they  do  not  turn 
over  or  come  out  they  break  off  short.  Square- 
headed  screw-nails  were  tried  as  far  back  as  1864, 
or  perhaps  even  before.  Mr.  G.  Yarde's  idea  was 
also  a  nail  to  screw  in  the  sole,  but  was  round 
instead  of  square;  it  was  not  a  deep-headed  nail, 
therefore  the  resistance  was  less,  so  it,  of  course, 
was  less  liable  to  turn  over  or  come-out.  After  all 
I  believe  a  square-headed  hob,  well  clenched,  is  as 
good  as  anj'thing  yet  produced. 


Insensible  Perspiration. 

This  has  been  often  mistaken  for  a  leakage.  I 
frequently  have  had  considerable  trouble  to  con- 
vince anglers  that  the  wader  does  not  leak  after 
having  assured  myself  it  was  perfectly  sound. 
Even  persona]  friends  have  doubted  my  word. 
One  friend  complained  of  noticing  considerable 
dampness  on  the  inside  of  a  perfectly  new  pair  the 
first  time  he  used  them.  I  nearly  lost  my  temper, 
until  at  last  I  succeeded  in  convincing  him  that  I 
was  right,  and  this  is  how  I  succeeded.  I  made 
and  got  my  fiiend  to  wear  inside  the  pair  com- 
plained of  a  very  thin  pair,  with  the  result  that  he 
then  founc^  the  dampness  on  the  inside  of  the  thin 
pair,  and  not  on  his  pair  as  he  fully  expected,  thus 
clearly  proving  that  the  pair  he  complained  of 
were,  as  I  told  him,  perfectly  sound.  I  was  much 
surprised  as  he  was  a  good  old  angler,  not  by  any 
means  a  novice. 

If  he  had  ever  noticed  a  perfectly  sound  iron 
water-pipe  passing  through  a  heated  kitchen  he 
would  observe  it  drip,  through  the  cold  water  inside 
the  pipe  condensing  and  throwing  off  moisture,  and 
this  is  just  what  occurs  when  wading  when  one's 
body  is  warm  and  the  water  is  cold. 

In  conclusion,  anglers  must  not  expect  good 
waders  to  become  cheaper;  so  much  rubl)er  is  now 
being  used  for  motor  and  other  tyres.  Ru  bber  is 
fetching  a  much  higher  price  every  year.  It  is 
only  by  mixing  inferior  qualities  that  cheaper  goods 
can  be  produced.  F.  M. 


MR.  P.  D.  M-ALLOCH,  OF  PEKTH. 


Every  reader  of  the  Fisldnq  Gazette  is  familiar 
with  the  name  of  this  famous  Scottish  angler  and 
sportsman.  We  have  great  pleasure  in  giving  his 
portrait  which  appeared  in  the  Dundee  Evenint] 
Post  of  May  3,  1904,  and  from  which  the  following 
extracts  are  taken : — 

"What  angler  has  not  heard  of  Mr.  P.  1). 
Malloch,  of  Perth.  He  is  at  the  very  top  in  the 
gentle  art,  and  a  record  of  his  numerous  and 
notable  achievements  with  the  rod  only  tends  to 
bring  out  his  success  as  a  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton. 

"  Mr.  Malloch  has  won  over  twenty  first  prizes 
in  the  Kinrofes-shire  Club  competitions,  which  are 
held  on  Loch  Leven,  a  club  which  is  considered 
the  best  in  Scotland,  composed  as  it  is  of  anglers 
in  Kinross,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dundee,  Perth, 
and  other  places. 

"  Some  extraordinary  baskets  have  been  secured 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  On  one  occasion, 
at  a  competition  on  Loch  Leven,  in  June,  1888, 
he  killed  with  fly  no  fewer  than  sixty-four  trout, 
weighing  44lb.,  being  more  than  double  the  weight 
of  the  next  basket.  This  catch  easih'  constitutes 
a  record  basket  on  Loch  Leven  at  a  competition, 
no  other  coming  near  it.  On  another  occasion  in 
a  Kinross  competition  he  secured  forty-one  trout, 
weighing  261b.  5oz.  In  the  Perth  Club  he  has  won 
over  thirty  first  prizes  at  their  Loch  Leven  com- 
petitions, besides  many  first  prizes  in  the  Perth  Club 
stream  competitions.  In  1878,  1879,  and  1880  his 
prize  baskets  were  391b.  7oz.,  311b.  3oz ,  and 
411b.  14oz.  respectively — an  average  of  371b.  For 
keenness  and  endurance  Mr.  Malloch  has  probably 
no  equal,  and  he  can  fish  a  long  day  and  carry  a 
heavy  basket,  and  be  as  keen  at  the  end  as  he  was 
at  the  start  of  the  sport.  He  has  fished  all  over 
England,  Ireland,  and  Wales. 

"It  is  not  surprising  that  Mr.  Malloch  is  well 
known  at  all  the  fishing  hotels  in  Perthshire.  Inver- 
ness-shire, Ross-shire,  Sutherlandshire,  Caithness, 
Orkney  and  Shetland,  the  Lends,  etc.,  and  at  almost 
all  the  hotels  the  books  show  that  many  fine  baskets 
were  secured.  Mr.  Malloch  has  killed  hundreds  of 
lordly  salmon,  and  on  three  consecutive  days  on 
the  Tay,  casting  from  the  side,  he  secured  fifteen, 
fourteen,  and  thirteen  respectively,  and  on  another 
three  consecutive  days  he  captured  seventeen,  six- 
teen, and  nineteen  fine  fish  respectively. 

"Mr.  Malloch  has  had  access  to  all  the  best  beats 
for  many  years  on  the  Earn,  and  his  aggregate 
catch  for  three  days  was  thirty-five.  On  the  open 
water  at  Criefi  he  killed  twelve  salmon  with  fly, 
weighing  in  the  aggregate  2011b.  Mr.  Malloch's 
best  day's  sea- trout  fishing  was  on  the  reserved 
water  at  Dupplin,  when  he  killed  eighty  fish,  an 
achievement  which  has  never  been  anything  Uke 
approached.  As  a  tackle  maker  he  is  known  all 
over  the  world,  and  sends  tackle  to  almost  every 
jiation.    His  business  place  in  New  Scott-street, 


close  to  the  Post  branch  office,  is  now  one  of  the 
best  of  its  kind,  extending  as  it  does  from  one 
street  to  another.  Ho  employs  a  large  staff  of 
tackle  makers,  and  nothing  but  the  very  best  class 
of  work  is  turned  out. 

"  Mr.  Malloch  evinced  an  enthusiasm  for  angling 
at  a  very  early  age,  and  used  to  fish  with  the' 
keenest  zest  when  he  was  eight  years  of  age.  For 
several  years  ho  fished  almost  every  day  during 
the  open  season.  Besides  attending  to  his 
business,  Mr.  Malloch,  busy  man  though  he  is, 
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finds  time  for  the  study  of  natural  history,  of  fish, 
aquatic  insects,  birds  and  animals. 

"  He  was  also  instrumental  in  forming  the  Tay 
Salmon  Fisheries'  Company,  and  is  its  managing 
director,  and  in  this  concern,  as  in  the  art  of  plying 
the  rod,  he  has  evinced  his  characteristic  enthusiasm. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  the  secretary  of  the 
Perth  Anglers'  flub,  and,  as  showing  his  undoubted 
reputation,  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  he  is  being 
continually  consulted  by  the  Government  and  many 
private  gentlemen  in  connection  with  the  fisheries 
throughout  Scotland  as  to  the  improving  of  fishings, 
forming  new  loclis,  extending  old  ones,  and  m 
making  fish-passes,  stocking  lochs,  etc." 


THE  BUMPTIOUS  ANGLER. 


I  SUPPOSE  there  is  no  craft  that  so  tends  to 
-break  down  the  barrier  of  reserve  between  man 
and  man  as  does  angling.  And  yet  even  the 
enthusiastic  fisherman  meets  some  fellow- craftsman 
with  whom  even  he  cannot  fraternise.  You  know 
the  detestable  individual  I  mean.  Thank  heaven, 
he  is  comparatively  rare,  or  there  would  cease  to 
be  any  brotherly  feeling  among  anglers.  There 
is  a'  self-satisfied  air  about  him.  He  enters  into 
conversation  with  you  on  fishing  as  though  he  were 
doing  you  a  great  favour.  He  buys  his  tackle  from 
a  local  dealer  in  a  small  way  to  w  hom  he  is  eager  to 
introduce  you  as  part  payment  of  his  accumulated 
debts.  He  asks  you  to  accompany  him  to  the  river, 
and  if  he  thinks  you  look  green  and  meekly  disposed 
will  coolly  ask  you  to  catch  him  live-baits.  And 
this  again  you  are  expected  to  regard  as  an 
unwonted  honour.  j 

How  well  I  remember  the  awe  with  which  I' 
regarded  a  certain  specimen  of  this  species  as  a 
boy  of  twelve,  and  how  suddenly  all  my  respect 
for  him  vanished,  for  evermore.  I  was  sitting  in  a 
punt  with  him  meekly  catching  young  dace  for 
"His  Majesty,"  and  in  return  I  was  to  have  a 
lesson  in  pike  angling.  Pike !  How  one's  imagina- 
tion rose  at  the  sound  of  the  name.  Aye!  and' 
ir)-pounders,  too  (so  he  said). 

He  had  left  the  punt  for  a  few  tnoments,  and  Ii 
fancied  I  saw  a  movement  in  his  line,  and  shouted: 
to  him  to  return.  Calm,  disdainful,  and  dignified 
as  ever  he  coolly  came  on  board.  "  Oh  yes,"  he  said, 
"  the  ledger  has  moved.  Now,  my  chicken,  I'll  show 
you  how  to  do  things.  There's  a  pike  on  there. 
Now,  coolness  is  everything.  You  watch  me." 
And  taking  out  his  watch  he  laid  it  on  the  seat, 
and  told  me  to  sit  still  Uke  a  good  boy  for  five  whole 
minutes,  and  then  I'd  see  him  land  a  "whopper." 
Patiently  I  waited,  then  all  spare  hne  was  taken 
in,  a  heavy  strike  made,  a  hurried  wind  up, 
and,  lo !  the  hooks  appeared  robbed  completely  of 
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the  bait  Boy-like  I  sat  back  in  that  punt  and 
laughed  till  my  sides  ached.  His  fury  and  language 
only  tickled  me  the  more,  and  my  mirth  was 
irresistible.  I  went  home  feeling  I  had  found  the 
fellow  out,  and  I  despised  him. 

Two  or  three  years  passed,  and  again  I  met  his 
lordship  when  fishing  some  private  water  for  trout. 
It  was  the  keeper  who  told  me  of  his  presence. 
He  had  got  permission  for  one  day's  angling  only, 
and  meant  to  make  the  most  of  it,  judging  by  his 
outfit.  " 

But  this  meeting  only  increased  my  dislilje  of 
the  man.    He  was  playing  a  good  fish  when  I  came 
ross  him,  and  the  bank  was  steep.    He  coolly 
immoned  the  keeper  and  commanded  him  to  wade 
alter  the  fish  with  the  landing-net.    This  the  kind- 
hearted  countryman  gladly  consented  to  do,  expect- 
ing, no  doubt,  a  substantial  tip  at  the  end  of  the  da'^^ 
Evening  came,  and  his  lordship  going  up  to  the 
dripping  keeper,  with  the  air  of  a  millionaire  who 
H  tipping  a  flunkey,  pressed  into  his  hand  twopence, 
with  the  reassuring  remark,  "  Here  my  man,  here's 
the  price  of  a  cigar." 

I  admire  that  keeper  to  this  day.    His  was  an 
►rloquent  silence.    Poor  fellow,  he  is  dead  now,  but 
he  told  me  he  was  always  going  to  keep  those  two 
'  coins  and  wear  them  on  his  watch-chain,  and  I 
believe  he  did  right  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

Alas  !  there  are  some  men  whom  vou  cannot  take 
down  a  peg.  Clothed  with  self-conceit  they  are 
beyond  reach.  And  yet  this  generous  donor's  turn 
came  ere  long.  But  he  is  very  quiet  about  it  all, 
and  if  ever  you  refer  to  it  he  proceeds  to  talk  about 
the  weather.  It  was  his  hour  of  humiliation,  and 
the  lesson  does  not  seem  to  have  been  wholly 
thrown  away. 

This  time  the  scene  is  different.  Five  years  have 
passed,  and  my  angling  professor  of  boyhood's  days 
i?  engaged  to  be  married.  Having  nothing  else  to 
brag  of  to  his  lady-love,  he  determines  to  take  her 
fishing,  and  hopes  that  he  will  grow  jierceptibly  in 
her  estimation  as  the  result  of'the  day's  bao  and 
his  great  prowess.  ° 

It  was  close  season  for  coarse  fish  in  the  Thames. 
Sprmg  was  in  all  its  beauty,  and  the  thoughts 
were  those  of  love,  and  when  possible  those  of 
trout,  too. 

Below  a  weir  by  a  certain  gas-works  near 
Readmg  a  trout  was  disporting  himself  and 
gleaming  in  the  sunshine. 

"Catch  that  fish,  darlins;,"  said  his  lady-love; 
"do  now,  just  to  please  me." 

"Easily  done,  my  dear,''  he  answered.  "Just 
wait  a  bit."  And  leaving  her  at  the  side  of  the 
pool  he  entered  the  gas-works,  and  demanded  of 
the  men  in  his  usual  bullying  manner  a  five- bait 
or  two. 

One  v/as  soon  forthcoming,  and  he  returned 
to  the  contest  eager  and  expectant. 

At  twelve  o'clock  he  left  the  rod  with  the  little 
cork  float  bobbing  in  the  side  eddy  of  the  stream, 
and  returned  to  the  town  with  his  fiancee  for  some 
lunch.  The  temptation  to  those  gas-workers  was 
too  great  to  be  resisted.  During  his  absence  they 
pulled  up  the  rod,  detached  the  bait,  and  impaled 
two  large  red  herrings  on  the  hooks,  and  awaited 
further  developments. 

After  an  hour  the  happy  pair  returned.  "  Oh, 
darling,"  .said  she,  "where  has  your  float  gone  ? " 

trout,  my  dear,"  he  exclaimed.  "Stand 
back  a  moment  and  you'll  see."  A  bold  strike,  a 
few  moments' supposed  play,  and  two  large  red 
herrings  appeared  hooked  in  the  tail. 

A  muffled  laugh  from  the  works,  a  naughty 
word  from  "  His  "Majesty,"  and  a  disdainful  sneer 
from  his  lady-love,  and  the  whole  thing  was  over. 

Someone  tells  me  she  broke  off  the  engagement 
forthwith.  All  I  know  is  ho  h;is  been  a  liftle  less 
bumptious  since.  \V.  B.  S. 


Thk  nuirli  agitated  question  wliether  whiting  or 
herhng  aro  young  salmon  or  a  distinct  species  of 
hsh  Heems  to  be  wet  at  rest  by  a  decisive  and  well- 
authentic^t<Kl  experiment.  In  May,  1820,  Mr. 
Rclph  and  Mr.  Joiin  Barnes  marked  1015  frv  by 
takmg  off  the  dead  lin,  and  returned  tiietn  to  their 
native  element.  In  the  ensuing  season  many  of 
them  were  recaptured  08  wliiting,  in  the  second  as 
sea-trout  and  grilse,  and  on  Tuesday  night  week  a 
hne  salmon  weighing  101b.,  ho  marked,  was  caught 
at  ibtainton,  and  has  been  soon  by  a  great  number 
Of  persons.  Jt  was  exhibited  at  the  public  office  on 
Wednesday  week.  'ITioso  who  have  maintained  a 
wmtrary  doctnno  must  now,  we  think,  givo  up  their 
opimon.— Cheater  Chronicle. 


FISHING  IN  WALES. 

•  Clwyd  and  Elwy  Fishery  District. 

Salmon  season  commences  May  16 ;  ends 
Nov.  14.  Salmon  nets  are  olT  on  Sept.  15.  Trout 
season  commences  March  1  ;  ends  Oct.  1.  Licences 
— Season :  Salmon  (including  trout),  20s.  No 
weekly  tickets.  Season  :  Trout,  4s.  6d.  Weekly,  2s. 
The  hon.  secretary  of  the  district  is  Mr.  Harold  G. 
Stock.  Bryn  Derwen,  St.  Asaph,  and  the  clerk,  Mr. 
Fred  W.  Grimsley,  Bryn  Afon,  St.  Asaph.  Licences 
can  be  obtained  from  the  following  : — Khyl :  H.  W. 
Roberts  &  Co.,  Anglers'  Depot,  High-street ;  George 
Brookes,  hairdresser,  35,  Queen-street.  Rhuddlan  : 
Marsh  Hotel.  Llanfairtalhaiarn  :  Tho  Post  Office. 
St.  Asaph  :  W,  Evans,  Constitutional  Club  ;  Chas. 
Tomkinson,  hairdresser  (where  flies,  etc.,  may  be 
obtained) ;  Plough  Hotel.  Trefnant :  Trefnant 
Hotel.  Llangerniew  :  Stag  Hotel.  Denbigh  :  Lloyd's, 
Bull  Hotel ;  J.  Parry  Joyce.  Ruthin :  Castle 
Hotel ;  T.  Rouw  &  Son.  Llanddulas  :  Valentine 
Hotel.  Bodfari :  Dinorben  Arms  Hotel.  St.  George : 
Kinmel  Arms  Hotel. 

Clwyd  and  Elwy  Fishing  Association. — Salmon, 
sea-trout,  and  trout  (including  coarse  fish),  season 
ticket,  £1  :  weekly  ticket,  6s.  Trout  only  (including 
coarse  fish,)  season  ticket,  I5s.  ;  weekly  ticket,  4s. 
A  limited  number  of  bond  fide  working  men  are  per- 
mitted to  fish  for  trout  and  coarse  fish  only,  on 
Saturdays  and  Bank  Holidays,  and  after  5  p.m.  on 
other  days  ,on  payment  of  5s.  6d.  for  the  season. 
These  charges  do  not  include  the  Conservancy 
Board's  licences,  which  must  be  obtained  in  addi- 
tion. Mr.  Harold  G.  Stocks,  St.  Asaph,  is  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  association,  and  Mr.  Fred  W. 
Grimsley,  St.  Asaph,  the  clerk.  Tickets  and  all 
information  regarding  the  fishing  may  be  obtained 
from  the  following  .-—Rhyl :  H.  W.  Roberts  &  Co., 
Anglers'  Depot,  High-street ;  Geo.  Brookes,  hair- 
dresser, 25,  Queen-street.  St.  Asaph  :  Chas.  Tom- 
kinson, hairdresser ;  W.  Evans,  Constitutional 
Club;  and  the  Plough  Hotel.  Trefnant:  Trefnant 
Hotel.  Ruthin  :  Castle  Hotel ;  Wynnstay  Hotel ; 
and  T.  Rouw.  Bodfari :  Dinorben  Arms.  Rhud- 
land  :  Marsh  Inn.  The  season  for  trout  commences 
on  March  15,  and  closes  on  Sept.  30  ;  and  for  salmon 
it  commences  on  May  16,  and  closes  on  Nov.  14. 

Preserved  Waters. — Ticket-holders  are  permitted 
to  fish  the  following  waters  : — In  the  Clwyd  :  From 
the  town  of  Ruthin  to  the  junction  of  the  Clwyd  and 
Elwy  below  St.  Asaph,  except  the  following  por- 
tions : — Mr.  Peake's  water  (Perthewig,  Trefnant)  ; 
Llanerch  Park  ;  Mr.  Andrew's  water  (Penybrjoi)  ; 
Mrs.  Rowley  Conwy's  water.  In  the  Elwy  :  From 
Pontyddol  to  the  junction  pool,  except : — From 
Pont  Newydd  to  the  Cats'  Path  ;  from  the  top  of 
the  pieadow  above  Dolbelidr  Farm  on  the  right 
bank,  and  from  the  fence  opposite  Dolbelidr  Farm 
on  the  left  bank  to  Pantyrallt  Goch  ;  Mrs.  Lux- 
moore's  water  (Bryn  Asaph)  ;  Miss  Evans's  water 
(Spring  Gardens)  ;  Mr.  Andrew's  water  (Penybryn) ; 
Mrs.  Rowley  Conwy's  water.  Anglers  should  pay 
attention  to  the  notice  boards  put  up  to  mark  the 
boundaries  of  the  association  and  private  waters. 
The  association  has  issued  rules,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing may  be  quoted :— (3)  Tickets,  whether 
season,  weekly,  or  daily,  are  not  transferable  ;  (4) 
all  fish  under  7  in.  in  length  shall  be  returned  to  the 
water  ;  (5)  no  ticket-holder  shall  trespass  beyond 
the  bounds  of  the  association,  or  wilfully  or  care- 
lessly damage  crops  or  fences  ;  or  fish  on  other  days 
than  those  on  which  he  is  entitled  to  fish  ;  (6)  no 
ticket-holder  shall  sell  his  fish  ;  (9)  no  wading  shall 
be  permitted  on  the  Clwyd  ;  (12)  no  bait,  other__than 
an  artificial  fly,  shall  be  used  before  July  1  ;'  and 
(15)  ticket-holders  are  not  permitted  to  fish  on 
Sundays.  The  Clwyd  and  the  Elwy  are  well  stocked 
this  year,  a  large  number  of  fish  having  been  put  in 
during  the  close  season.  The  prospects  for  sport 
are  much  bettor  this  year  than  last. 

Anglers'  Holds. — Marsh  Hotel,  Rhuddlan,  close  to 
the  station  and  river,  convenient  for  tidal  portion  of 
Clwyd  above  Rhuddlan.  Plough  Hotel,  St.  Asaph  : 
This  is  close  to  river,  on  main  road  from  Rhyl  to 
St.  Asaph  ;  convenient  to  fish  Elwy  from  St.  Asaph 
to  Rhuddlan,  or  from  Pantyrallt  Goch  to  St.  Asaph. 
Railway  Hotel,  St.  Asaph,  close  to  station  (about 
half -a- mile  from  Clwyd  and  Elwy)  ;  convenient  to 
fish  Clwyd  from  Pantrhyfiydd  to  Pont  Llannerch, 
and  Elwy  from  Pantyrallt  Goch  to  St.Asaph.  Tref- 
nant Hotel,  Trefnant,  close  to  station  ;  convenient 
to  fish  Clwyd  from  Pontrhyffydd  to  Pont  Llannerch, 
and  Elwy  from  Pantyrallt  Goch  to  St.  Asaph. 
Dinorben  Arms  Hotel,  Bodfari,  for  Wheeler  or 
Clwyd  at  Pontrhyffydd.  Bull  Hotel,  Denbigh,  from 


Rhewl,  Llanrhaiadr,  or  Clwyd  to  Glangwem.  Castle 
Hotel,  Ruthin,  from  Rhewl  to  Ruthin  or  Llan- 
rhaiadr. Black'  Lion,  Llanfairtalhaiarn  (4^  miles', 
drive  from  Abergele),  for  upper  reaches  of  Elwy. 
Three  miles  of  fishing  free  to  visitors  staying  in  the 
hotel,  or  Is.  per  day  or  4s,  6d.  per  week  to  others. 
Tickets  at  this  hotel 

Conway  and  Tbibxttaries. 
The  salmon  fishery  on  the  River  Conway,  on  the 
Gwydyr  estate,  is  open  to  anglers  on  and  after 
May  1,  and  fishing  tickets  can  bo  obtained  at  the 
prices  and  siibject  to  the  conditions  after-mentioned, 
namely  :— The  charge  for  tickets  is  as  follows  :  For 
the  whole  season,  £6  6s.  For  the  periods— from 
May  1  to  August  31,  inclusive,  £2  10s.  ;  from  May  1 
to  June  30,  inclusive — one  month,  12s. ;  one  week, 
5s.  ;  one  day,  Is.  6d.  ;  from  July  1  to  August  31, 
inclusive— one  month,  £1  5s. ;  one  week,  10s.  ; 
one  day,  2s.  6d.  ;  from  Sept.  I'to  Sept.  30,  inclusive— 
the  whole  period,  £2  ;  fortnight,  £1  53.  ;  week,  128.  : 
from  Oct.  1  to  Nov.  14,  inclusive — the  whole  period, 
£4  10s.  ;  fortnight,  £2  ;  week,  £1  Ss.  ;  and  they  can 
be  obtained  from  the  following  :—Bettws-y-Coed : 
Mr.  Robert  Parry,  druggist.  Llanrwst :  G.  Owen 
&  Son,  Greenwich  House.  Trefriw:  Mr.  EUis, 
draper.  The  holder  of  a  ticket  has  no  right  to  fish 
in  the  River  Conway  from  Coed  Carreg  Gwalch 
Plantation  to  Llanrwst  Bridge,  nor  below  the  lower 
boundary  of  Pant-y-Carw  Farm. 

Gwydyr  Estate  Tributary  Fishery.— Reason  tickets, 
2s.  6d.  ;  weekly.  Is.  This  includes  the  River  Llugwy 
above  Pant-y-Pair,  from  the  north  and  south  banks 
only,  as  far  as  the  west  boundary  of  Drosgydd  Isa 
Farm,  and  above  that  boundary  from  the  south 
bank  only  ;  also  in  Elsi  Lake  and  parts  of  Llyn-y- 
Foel  and  Capel  Curig  lakes  and  tributary  rivers  until 
Sept.  30,  1903. 

Gwydyr  Castle  (Conway)  Fishery.— Emm.  May  1 
to  June  30,  inclusive  :  For  one  week,  4s.  ;  for  one 
day,  Is.  From  July  1  to  August  31,  inclusive  :  For 
one  week,  6s.  ;  for  one  day,  2s.  From  Sept.  1  to 
Sept.  30  :  For  one  week,  8s, ;  for  one  day,  2s.  From 
Oct.  1  to  Nov.  14,  inclusive  :  For  a  week,  15s  ;  for  a 
day,  3s.  On  that  portion  of  the  River  Conway  from 
Coed  Carreg  Gwalch  Plantation  to  Llanrwst  Bridge. 

Crafnant  Lake  Fishery.— Season  ticket,  2s.  6d. ; 
day  ticket,  6d.  Boats  and  attendant  can  be  had  at 
a  nominal  charge.  Tickets  and  flies  suitable  for 
Crafnant  can  be  obtained  at  G.  Owen  &  Sons, 
Llanrwst.  ' 

Lledr  Salmon  Fishery.  —The  salmon-fishing  in  the 
River  Lledr  (from  the  north  bank  only),  from 
the  west  boundary  of  Cwm  Celyn  Farm  to 
Lledr  Bridge,  and  in  the  River  Llugwy  (from 
the  south  bank  only),  from  Pont-y-Pair, 
Bettws-y-Coed,  to  the  confluence  of  that  river 
with  the  Conway,  will  be  open  to  anglers  from 
May  1.  The  charge  for  tickets  is  as  follows  :— From 
May  1  to  Nov.  14,  inclusive,  £2  ;  one  month,  10s.  ; 
one  week,  3s.  ;  one  day.  Is.  ;  and  can  be  obtained 
from— Llanrwst :  Messrs.  Griffith  Owen  &  Son, 
Greenwich  House.  Bettws-y-Coed :  Mr.  Robert 
Parry,  druggist.  Dolwyddelen :  Mr.  EUis  Pierce, 
bookseller.  Memo,  for  Anglers.— The  season  for 
trout  rod  fishing  commenced  on  Feb.  1  in  the  tribu- 
tary rivers,  and  on  Conway  River,  G^vydyr  Estate, 
and  Crafnant  Lake  on  March  1.  The  annual  close 
season  for  all  districts  with  trout  rod  will  commence 
on  Sept.  30.  The  Board  of  Conservators'  scale  of 
trout  rod  licences  in  the  district  for  the  season  is  Is., 
or  for  the  day  6d.  For  seven  tributaries  and  lakes 
over  600  trout  licences  were  taken  out  last  season. 
The  best  flies  for  trout-fishing  in  the  rivers  and  lakes 
of  this  district  are  March  Brown,  Coch-y-Bonddhu 
and  Malet.  ' 

A  5lb.  Trout  from  the  Clwyd. 
A  magnificent  specimen  of  the  common  trout 
(Salmo  fario)  was  killed  recently  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Griffiths,   Cross-street,   Rhuddlan,   in  the  River 
Clwyd,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  where  the 
Elwy  joins  the  Clwyd.    The  trout,  a  male  fish 
weighed  exactly  51b.  when  taken  out  of  the  water' 
and  measured  2^m.  in  length,  ll^in.  in  girth,  and' 
so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  the  record  trout  killed 
in  either  the  Chvyd  or  Elwy  ^vith  rod  and  fine.  Mr 
Griffiths  is  to  be  congratulated  on  his  skill  in  landmg 
this  fine  fish,  the  more  so  as  he  was  using  a  fight 
trout  rod,  with  such  fine  tackle  as  3x  drawn  gut 
Mr.  H.  W.  Roberts,  Anglers'  Stores,  Rhyl,  ^vith  his 
usual  enterprise,  has  had  this  grand  trout  photo- 
graphed by  Mr.  Jones,  High-street,  Rhyl,  and  also 
has  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  a  Chester  taxidermist 
for  tho  purpose  of  being  set  np.— Welsh  Coast 
tionetr. 
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A  GEOUP  OF  SPOETSMEN. 


On  July  2  the  following  report  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  sent  by  Mr.  W.  Evans,  of  the 
Izaak  Walton  Hotel,  Dovedale,  Ashbourne:  — 

"Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths).  —The  May  Fly  is  now  quite  over,  and  the 
result  has  been  a  fairly  successful  season,  although 
the  fish  have  not  taken  the  May  Fly  as  freely  as 
usual.  The  most  successful  days  were  on  June  8, 
10,  11,  16,  and  17,  the  latter  date  being  the  best. 
Messrs.  Bassetts  (four),  of  Maidenhead,  got  sixty- 
four  brace  during  their  stay  of  ten  days'  fishing. 
Mr.  Pope,  of  Fakenham,  did  well,  as  also  did  Mr. 
Thurlow  and  Mr.  Clarke,  of  High  Wycombe.  The 
group  were  photographed  with  their  catch  of  fish 
on  June  10." 

''  We  asked  Mr.  Evans  to  kindly  send  us  the 
names  of  the  anglers  forming  the  group,  and 
he  replied  as  follows  : — 

"My  Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  the  names  of 
the  members  of  the  group  as  they  stand  in  the 


AN  EXPEEIMENT  IN  STOCKING  A 
TEOUT  WATEE  WITH  MAY  FLY 

(EPHEMERA  DANICA). 
By  Major  W.  G.  Turle. 

[A  correspondent  asked  about  May  Fly  trans- 
planting recently.  The  best  account  I  know  is  the 
following,  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  21,  1893.— Ed.] 

It  is  a  well-known  fact,  of  which  most  fishermen 
are  aware,  that  the  May  Fly  is  very  eccentric  in  its 
choice  of  habitation.  Whilst  in  one  place  they  will 
be  thick  on  the  water,  a  hundred  yards  higher  up 
not  a  trace  of  them  is  to  be  seen.  On  one  part  of 
the  river,  some  years  ago,  they  delighted  to  hover 
round  Testcombe  Bridge,  but  became  conspicuous 
by  their  absence  over  nearly  the  whole  of  Chilbolton 
Water,  reappearing  up  at  Newton  Stacey,  and 
vanishing  altogether  on  Bransbury  Common.  As  far 
as  I  could  tell,  there  was  no  apparent  difference  in 
the  river  at  these  points,  and  the  more  I  thought 


my  calculations.  It  was  evident  I  required  some 
kind  of  cagCj  well  ventilated,  and  so  constructed 
that  no  two  flies  should  press  against  each  other  ; 
in  fact,  what  I  wanted  was  a  series  of  perches,  on, 
which  the  flies  could  rest  Uke  chickens  in  a  fowl 
house.  But  where  was  such  a  cage  to  be  found  t 
Suddenly  an  idea  dawned  upon  me.  I  procured 
about  six  band-boxes  and  several  small  baskets,  at 
I  calculated  sufficient  to  contain  about  5000  flies, 
With  a  long  thread  of  worsted  1  made  numerous 
horizontal  lines  across  the  boxes,  repeating  the  rowi 
of  worsted  at  intervals  of  about  2in.  until  thej 
reached  within  a  short  distance  of  the  lids.  Foi 
ventilation,  I  perforated  the  boxes  in  numerous 
places,  and  cut  a  little  door,  some  2in.  square,  in  the 
lid,  to  drop  the  flies  through.  Finally,  I  provided 
small  plugs  of  cotton- wool  to  prevent  them  escaping, 
and  then  my  preparations  were  all  complete. 

As  soon  as  the  May  Fly  season  commenced,  I  char- 
tered two  small  boys,  and  started  off  by  an  early 
train  to  Mottisfont.  It  was  a  hot,  bright  June 
morning,  just  the  weather  for  ray  work,  and  we 
found  the  flies  of  the  previous  day  hanging  in 
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photograph.  There  were  about  fifteen  and  a  half 
brace  of  fish  caught  that  day  (June  10),  of 
course,  some  members  of  the  group  getting  much 
better  sport  than  others  ;  three  or  four  of  the  fish 
were  close  on  a  pound  each,  but  none  of  them 
exceeded  this.  I  cannot  say  which  of  the  group 
is  the  most  ardent  angler,  but  the  reverend  gentle- 
man is  the  most  energetic  ;  but  all  are  true  sports- 
men, and  enjoy  recounting  their  successes  and 
failures  of  an  evening  as  much  as  catching  the 
fiBh,'.i 


A  conductor  collected  half-fare  from  a  lady  for 
her  little  girl.  Jt  made  her  so  mad  she  asked  the 
conductor  what  that  said  on  his  cap.  He  said, 
"  Train  Conductor."  She  said  it  ought  to  be  "  Train 
Robber."  He  said  he  only  took  what  was  "fare." 
There  was  a  lady  on  the  same  train  with  a  baby. 
When  the  conductor  asked  for  her  ticket,  she  said 
she  did  not  liave  one — the  baby  had  swallowed  it. 
Tlie  conductor  mechanically  punched  the  baby. 


over  the  matter,  the  more  I  felt  convinced  that  flies 
ought  to  thrive  on  Bransbury  :  that  if  they  would 
not  come  of  their  own  accord,  they  might  be 
brought,  and  I  set  my  brains  to  work  to  see  how  this 
could  be  accomplished.  After  thinking  the  subject 
well  over,  I  determined  to  try  the  experiment — as 
far  as  I  was  aware  a  novel  one — of  transferring  the 
May  Fly  proper  from  one  part  of  the  river  to  the 
other,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  1  give  this  account  of  it. 

I  looked  out  a  place  where  fly  was  most  abundant, 
and  decided  that  the  neighbourhood  of  Mottisfont 
would  be  a  good  hunting-ground.  Now  for  the 
success  of  my  plan.  It  was  absolutely  necessaiy 
that  the  flies  should  be  transferred  alive  and  unin- 
jured. Catching  them  was  easy  enough,  for  they 
simply  swarmed  on  the  bushes  like  bees  in  a  hive, 
but  to  keep  them  free  from  damage  and  unimpaired 
was  "  another  pair  of  shoes."  They  are  so  exceed- 
ingly delicate,  especially  about  the  wings,  and  the 
least  injury  to  the  latter  would  have  entirely  upset 


m5Tiads  on  the  low-lying  bushes  and  shrubs  at 
Kimbridge,  about  half-a-mile  below  Mottisfont. 
Gently  as  possible  we  picked  them  off  and  popped 
them  into  the  boxes,  when  they  generally  fell  to 
the  bottom  and  then  chmbed  up  on  to  one  or  other 
of  the  numerous  lines.  We  continued  our  work 
until  each  box  was  filled  with  rows  and  rows  of 
insects,  perched  Uke  swallows  on  a  telegraph  wire. 
I  daresay  our  luggage  did  look  rather  odd,  and  cer- 
tainly on  the  return  journey  it  excited  a  good  deal 
of  amusement  and  chaff  amongst  my  fellow  travel- 
lers, who  were  very  anxious  to  know  "  what  game  I 
was  up  to  "  ;  whether  I  was  about  to  start  as  a 
hatter,  or  tramp  round  the  country  for  "  old  clo'.  "■ 
Even  a  peep  at  the  contents  of  the  boxes  hardly 
satisfied  their  curiosity,  and  I  am  sadly  afraid  some 
of  them  were  of  opinion  that  if  I  were  not  a  real- 
hatter,  I  was  as  mad  as  one. 

My  great  anxiety  was  to  establish  the  precious 
cargo  on  Bransbury  Water  before  sunset,  and  this 
I  duly  accomplished  with  the  loss  of  hardly  a  fly* 
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I  fixed  upon  two  quiet  parts  of  the  river,  fringed 
vnth  sedge  and  alder  bushes,  as  most  suitable  spots. 
On  to  these  I  shook  out  the  flies,  and  watched  them 
for  a  short  time.  tiU  I  was  quite  certain  they  had 
taken  up  their  new  abode.  Next  evening  I  went 
down  to  see  how  they  were  getting  on,  and  rejoiced 
to  find  them  dancing  about  in  the  air,  as  is  their 
wont,  before  they  drop  their  eggs  in  the  water  ; 
therefore  in  a  couple  of  years  (the  time  generally 
supposed  requisite  for  the  matuiring  of  the  eggs)  I 
might  reasonably  hope  to  see  a  rise  of  fly  on  that 
part  of  the  river.  In  due  course  my  hopes  were 
reahsed,  though  not  to  the  extent  I  had  desired  to 
see.  I  expect  the  chaffinches  and  other  small  birds 
had  found  the  flies  a  dainty  and  toothsome  morsel, 
and  made  sad  havoc  in  their  numbers.  All  the  same, 
I  congratulated  myself  that  my  care  and  trouble 
had  not  been  wasted,  for  the  May  Fly  was  firmly 
established  on  Bransbury  Common.  And  yet,  I 
subsequently  found  out,  I  had  spent  a  great  deal 
of  superfluous  labour  and  trouble  over  my  opera- 
tions. For  quite  by  chance  I  hit  upon  a  fresh  and 
much  easier  method  of  stocking  the  river  with  fly 
than  the  one  I  have  just  described. 

The  following  spring  I  had  occasion  to  clear  the 
mud  out  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  Newton  Stacey 
water,  and  as  it  lay  in  heaps  on  the  bank,  my  atten- 
tion was  attracted  by  the  immense  quantity  of 
crawhng  insects  it  contained.  This  on  closer  in- 
spection proved  to  be  the  larvae  of  the  May  Fly. 
Here,  then,  was  the  whole  secret  lying  in  a  nutshell. 
No  more  need  of  band-boxes  and  anxious  transport- 
ing of  fragile  flies.    In  future  all  I  had  to  do  was  to 


larva)  from  Ireland,  say  the  West  Meath  lakes, 
where  the  flies  appear  a  fortniglit  before  they  do 
here.  I  fancy  this  might  be  the  case,  because  on 
the  lower  Test  likewise  they  emerge  many  days 
sooner  than  they  do  higher  up  the  river.  Conse- 
quently the  flies  I  brought  from  Kimbridge  hatch 
out  so  much  earlier  than  their  brethren  from 
Newton  Stacey,  that  wne  now  get  three  weeks'  fishing 
instead  of  a  fortnight ;  and  1  do  not  see  why  the 
same  rule  should  not  hold  good  with  regard  to  larva) 
from  Ireland.  If  any  of  your  readers  would  like  to 
send  me  some,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  try  the 
experiment. 

[Major  Turle  tells  me  that  the  May  Fly  dis- 
appeared again,  so  that  unless  things  are  very 
favourable  frequent  planting  may  be  necessary. — 
Ed.]   


CAPTUKE  OF  A  16LB.  TEST 
TKOUT  BY  A  BOY  OF  TEN. 


In  the  issue  of  April  23  the  following  appeared, 
of  which  I  am  pleased  to  give  an  illustration : — ■ 

"Mr.  John  Cooper,  the  famous  fish  preserver  of 
Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's,  London,  very  kindly 
brought  up  last  Monday  morning,  April  18,  a  mag- 
nificent Test  trout  weighing  161b.,  caught  by  the 
youngest  son  of  the  Right  Hon.  Evelyn  Ashley, 
aged  ten,  at  Broadlands,  near  Romsey.  This  fine 
fish  is  probably  the  record  fish  for  the  Test, 
and  the  astonishing  part  of  it  is  that  after  the 


the  Yare  or  Bare.-  The  river  contains  roach,  perch, 
bream,  chub,  and  pike  in  abundance,  in  addition 
to  enormous  quantities  of  eels  and  gudgeon. 
Roach  over  two  pounds  arc  frequently  killed,  as 
also  are  bream  scafing  4lb.,  plb.  and  61b. 

Becclcs  is  a  good  place  to  mike  one's  head- 
quarters, and  reasonable  accommodation  may  be 
obtained  at  any  of  the  hotels,  or  at  the  Temperance 
Hotel  in  Station-road,  where  Host  Smith  will  make 
anyone  comfortable. 

Boats  can  be  hired  at  the  rate  of  2s.  per  day,  or 
may  be  contracted  for  at  a  less  rate  for  a  week  or 
longer  period.  The  town  also  rejoices  in  a  pro- 
fessional fisherman,  Tom  Finch,  whose  services 
may  be  enlisted  for  a  reasonable  charge. 

The  best  bait  for  roach  is  undoubtedly  boiled 
wheat,  and  fine  sport  is  to  be  had  with  it,  as  it 
requires  a  quick  hand  and  eye  to  catch  fish  with  it; 
One  must  strike  directly  the  float  shows  the 
slightest  tendency  to  disappear,  or  the  fish  will  get 
away  with  the  bait.  There  is  far  more  art  in  using 
this  bait  than  any  other. 

With  fine  tackle  and  No.  12  hooks  a  good  basket 
of  fish  may  be  depended  upon. 

There  are  many  spots  near  Beccles  that  roach 
frequent.  One  is  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  row 
from  the  bridge,  towards  Lowestoft,  and  is  known 
locally  as  the  "  Bushes.''  The  writer  has  had 
some  splendid  sport  here,  and  has  killed  roach 
ranging  from  lib.  to  21b. 

The  water  is  about  I2ft.  deep,  and  the  bottom  is 
hard  and  free  from  weeds.  It  is  on  the  rower's 
right   hand  going  from   Beccles,  but   any  local 


Test  Trout  taken  by  Masteb  Haery  Ashley. 


[F.  A.  Bridge,  Dalston  Lane,  X.E. 


put  the  larva)  into  a  can  together  with  a  little  mud 
and  water,  and  turn  them  out  at  any  point  of  the 
river  which  might  require  restocking,  of  course 
taking  care  to  choose  parts  where  there  was  a  certain 
amount  of  mud.  During  the  summer  I  was  really 
able  to  perform  the  service  for  a  near  neighbour,  to 
his  entire  satisfaction. 

From  my  own  observations  I  now  feel  sure  that 
not  only  a  river  can  be  supplied  with  May  Fly  but 
also  if  the  larvae  is  put  down  in  the  spring  there 
will  be  a  rise  of  fly  the  same  year.  May  is  decidedly 
the  best  time  to  collect  the  larvae,  as  they  have  then 
worked  themselves  to  the  top  of  the  mud,  and  are 
about  to  get  into  the  roots  of  the  weeds  preparatory 
to  crawling  to  the  surface  and  taking  flight. 

There  are,  I  know,  a  number  of  fishermen  who  set 
themselves  resolutely  against  the  May  Fly,  and  say 
it  is  all  very  well  for  a  fortnight's  enjoyment ;  but 
for  some  consideral)le  time  afterwards  the  fish  are 
Ko  glutted  that  they  will  not  look  at  a  small  fly.  So 
far  from  agreeing  with  this  opinion,  my  experience 
is  that  a  Red  Quill  gnat  or  a  small  fly  are  most 
deadly,  even  when  the  May  Fly  is  at  its  height,  and 
fish  will  take  one  or  other  of -them  in  preference  to 
the  larger  fly.  The  May  Fly  is  a  valuable  addition 
to  any  stream,  for  it  not  only  gets  the  trout  into 
first-rate  condition,  l)ut  also  affords  those  who  are 
not  specially  skilful  with  the  small  fly  a  good  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  by  means  of  the  larger  and 
more  easily  manipulated  one. 

I  have  often  felt  a  desire  to  try  if  May  Fly  fishing 
could  not  be  prolonged  for  a  month,  by  proeuring 


hook  was  baited  no  one  but  the  young  angler 
touched  the  rod  until  the  fish  was  safely  landed. 
He  played  it  for  half-an-hour,  and  killed  it  in 
grand  style  on  a  whole-cane  fly-rod  of  lift.  6in., 
made  ten  years  ago  or  more  by  Mr.  John  Richard- 
son, of  Kingston-on-Thames.  I  congratulate  Master 
Harry  Ashley  most  sincerely,  for  any  man  might 
be  proud  of  killing  such  a  powerful  and  heavy 
fish  on  a  fly-rod.  The  fish  was  in  fine  condition, 
covered  with  dark  brown  spots,  as  if  it  had  been 
marked  all  over  the  skin  with  the  end  of  a  small 
red  hot  poker  by  someone  who  wanted  to  see  how 
many  spots  could  be  got  on  without  touching  one 
another.  There  was  still  a  golden  rosy  sheen  on  the 
fish  when  it  was  brought  to  my  ofiice  three  days 
after  its  capture,  a  very  thick,  deep  fish  with  a 
small  head.  Such  a  fish  well  deserves  to  be  set  up 
handsomely  in  a  glass  case.''  R.  B.  M. 


FISHING  IN  THE  WAVENEY. 


Now  the  holiday  season  is  with  us,  and  so  many 
anglers  patronise  the  rivers  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 
perhaps  a  few  hints  on  fishing,  in  what  is  a  com- 
paratively neglected  river,  may  be  acceptable. 

The  sport  to  be  obtained  in  the  Waveney  is 
better  than  that  of  the  Yare  or  Bure,  provided 
one  knows  the  haunts  of  the  fish  and  what  baits 
to  use.  The  angler  enjoys  more  quietude,  and 
freedom  from  interruption  by  pleasure  steamers 
and  yachts,  on  the  Wav»ney  than  his  brethren  on 


angler  would  point  it  out  to  a  stranger.  A  little 
further  on,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  are  a 
number  of  posts  and  rails,  forming  a  fence  to 
divide  the  marshes.  They  run  almost  to  the  river- 
bank  and  can  easily  be  seen.  This  is  a  good  roach 
ground,  and  always  yields  good  sport  and  decent  fish. 

Continuing  the  rowing  towards  Lowestoft,  the 
next  place  worthy  of  notice  is  Stanley  Staithe, 
which  is  a  good  fishing  ground  at  high  tide.  The 
writer  killed  a  roach  here  some  few  years  back 
weighing  21b.  l^oz.,  and  has  also  had  some  decent 
sized  bream.  The  weeds  are  rather  troublesome 
at  Stanley,  and  it  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
spots  mentioned  above. 

A  little  further  on  we  come  to  a  steam,  mill,  near 
a  railway  bridge,  and  a  good  day's  sport  may  be 
had  fishing  near  the  mouth  of  the  mill-creek. 
Roach,  bream,  and  perch  come  there  to  feed  when 
the  mill  is  working,  pumping  the  water  from  the 
surrounding  marshes.  Beyond  the  bridge  are  the 
bream's  haunts,  and  almost  anywhere  in  the  next 
two  reaches  one  can  depend  on  getting  fish. 
August  and  September  are  undoubtedly  the  best 
months,  and  the  bait  is  worms,  varied  with  paste,; 
Red  is  the  most  kiUing,  and  then  orange  coloured, 
made  by  mixing  yellow  ochre  with  the  bread. 

Gentles  are  absolutely  useless  on  the  Waveney, 
but  a  killing  bait  for  roach,  perch,  and  bream  at 
Acle,  Potter  Heigham,  and  other  stations  on  the 
Bure  and  Yare.  The  writer  has  tried  gentles  many 
times  near  Beccles,  but  has  never  succeeded  in 
catching  anything  but  email  fry. 
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The  best  catch  of  bream  on  the  Waveney  was 
at  a  fishing  match,  when  twenty  anglers  landed  a 
quarter  of  a  ton  of  fish  in  five  hours.  Speaking 
from  memory,  I  think  the  largest  fish  weighed 
just  6Ib.  • 

Six-mile  Corner  is  also  an  excellent  spot,  but 
rather  too  far  from  Beccles  for  rowing.  It  is  best 
reached  from  Burgh  St.  Peter's,  and  one  can  obtain 
rooms  and  boats  there. 

Very  few  anglers  patronise  this  j)art  of  the  river, 
and  it  is  ahnost  virgin  ground,  as  only  a  few  locals 
use  it,  although  one  hears  of  a  stranger  occasion- 
ally. Chub  are  to  be  had  in  the  stretch  of  water 
from  Six-mile  Corner  to  Burgh  Staithe,  which  is 
about  two  miles.  Here  also  is  tlie  home  of  an 
enormous  pike,  which  has  ruined  dozens  of  spinning 
flights  of  the  locals,  and  yet  remains  free. 

The  nearest  approach  to  its  capture  was  by  a 
friend  of  the  writer's,  living  at  Aldeby,  who  hooked 
the  monster  but  did  not  have  a  gaff,  so  tried  to 
secure  it  with  a  new  landing-net.  The  fish  tore  it 
to  pieces,  in  fact  it  went  through  it  as  if  it  had 
been  paper. 

The  size  of  the  fish  varies  from  201b.  to  401b., 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  fisherman  who 
encounters  it,  but  it  is  Undoubtedly  worth 
killing. 

Homersfield,  near  Bungay,  is  also  a  good  fishing 
station,  more  especially  for  perch.  The  fishing  is 
private,  but  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  obtain  per- 
mission from  the  lord  of  the  manor.  Sir  Frederick 
Adair,  of  Flixton  Hall.  There  are  some  very  large 
perch  near  Homersfield,  and  using  minnows  as  live 
bait  some  capital  sport  may  be  had.  The  following 
is  a  plan  adopted  by  local  anglers  to  attract  the 
fish.  They  fill  a  large  bottle,  such  as  a  pickle  bottle, 
with  water,  put  about  six  minnows  in,  tie 
musUn  over  the  top.  and  suspend  it  from  a  long 
pole,  drop  it  into  the  water  and  let  it  remain 
there. 

The  perch  will  cluster  round  and  make  furious 
efforts  to  get  at  the  minnows,  and  if  the  angler 
drops  his  bait  near  it  is  certain  to  be  seized. 

The  writer  has  lively  recollections  of  spending 
a  school  holiday  at  Fhxton  and  angling  for  perch 
with  worms,  and  never  getting  a  fish,  but  having 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  two  anglers  on  the  opposite 
bank  landing  fish  galore  by  following  the  above 
plan. 

Pike  Esbing  on  the  Waveney  is  generally  attended 
with  success,  as  it  contains  large  numbers  of  this 
shark  of  fresh  waters.  It  is  always  advisable  to 
have  pike  tackle  with  one  when  roach  fishing,  as 
oftentimes  a  pike  will  be  attracted  by  the  roach 
feeding  on  the  ground- bait.  Many  times  has  the 
writer  expei'ienced  this  fact,  and  finding  sport 
slacken,  has  unmoored  the  boat  and  spun  down 
both  sides  of  the  reach,  more  often  than  not 
succeeding  in  capturing  a  pike.  The  mere  presence 
of  a  pike  seems  to  spoil  the  appetite  of  roach. 

The  best  place  on  the  river  for  pike  is  beyond 
the  steam  mill  before  mentioned.  The  other  side 
of  Beccles  is  not  much  good  unless  the  angler  is 
satisfied  with  small  jack.  , 

Beyond  the  railway  bridge  the  largest  fish  are 
caught,  and  according  to  the  locals  ebb  tide  is  the 
best  time.  The  Waveney  certainly  deserves  more 
patronage  from  visitors  to  the  fishing  grounds  of 
the  eastern  counties.  Compared  with  the  Yare  and 
Bure  it  has  many  advantages.  Both  these  rivers  are 
greatly  affected  by  the  tide,  and  at  Cantley,  Acle, 
and  Buckenham  it  races  past  like  a  tornado,  and 
float  fishing  is  impossible.  The  salt  water  often 
kills  all  fishing  in  the  latter  rivers,  and  it  has  been 
known  to  extend  to  Wroxham,  whereas  the 
Waveney  near  Beccles  is  never  salt,  nor  even 
brackish.  The  cause  of  salt  water  reaching  so  far  is 
the  deep  dredging  of  Yarmouth  Harbour,  although 
perhaps  the  new  bridge  across  Breydon  may  help 
to  stay  the  rush  of  water.  If  so  anglers  will  have 
cause  to  rejoice.  The  Broads  will  continue  to 
attract  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
rightly  so,  as  they  are  worth  seeing.  One  thing 
that  should  be  put  down  with  a  strong  hand  is 
the  netting  of  fish  in  the  Broads.  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  some  Broads  were  syste- 
matically netted  and  the  fish  sent  to  the  Jewish 
quarter  in  London  and  other  big  cities.  Large 
quantities  of  fish  were  disposed  of  in  this  manner, 
and  several  of  the  angling  clubs  at  Yarmouth  pro- 
tested against  it.  Whether  the  threat  had  any 
effect  the  writer  cannot  say,  but  is  it  fair  to 
advertise  a  place  a«  a,  fishing  station,  and  attract 
anglers  to  it,  and  then  destroy  the  fish  in  that 
unsportsmanlike  manner? 


The  preservation  companies  are  in  a  parlous 
state  for  want  of  funds,  and  netting  and  other 
illegalities  are  carried  on  with  impunity.      C.  N. 

[It  is  a  pity  that  the  anglers  who  visit  the 
Broads  do  not  support  the  preservation  societies. 
It  is  no  wonder  that  poaching  goes  on;  but  in 
spite  of  it,  the  fishing  is  on  the  whole  better — of 
the  kind —than  can  be  had' almost  anywhere  else 
in  England. — Ed.] 


A  DAY  ON  A  COENISH  MOOE- 
LAND  TROUT  STREAM. 

I  wind  aboutr  and  in  and  out. 
With  here  a  blossom  sailing. 

And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout. 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling. 

AtTnouon  the  streams  that  take  their  rise  in  the 
bleak  tableland  west  of  Dartmoor  cannot  boast  of 
even  a  single  grayling,  and  have  not  their  shining 
surface  caressed  with  the  white  cups  of  the  water- 
lily,  they  will  yield  to  the  patient  angler  an  un- 
limited store  of  troutt  It  was  one  windy  morning 
in  early  April  that  I  left  Lostwithiel  for  Doublebois, 
disappointed  with  my  luck  on  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  beautiful  Fowey.  The  river  near  the  sea  is 
monopolised  by  the  salmon  and  salmon-peal,  and 
at  this  time  of  the  year  the  silvery  parr  are  an  un- 
mitigated nuisance,  especially  to  the  rty  fisher. 
Lostwithiel  fishermen  even  hinted  at  mine  water, 
and  this  made  me  still  less  sanguine  of  success  if  I 
kept  on  flogging  the  river  anywhere  within  the 
precincts  of  their  own  illustrious  village.  I  set  out 
from  Doublebois  railway  station  with  sensations  of 
disrelish  for  the  four  miles  of  long  winding  highway 
that  must  be  covered  before  the  open  moorland 
could  be  reached.  I  had  been  out  all  the  day 
previous,  and  my  limbs  were  vividly  reminiscent  of 
seven  hours'  scrambling  along  clayey  banks.  But  I 
fell  in  with  a  companion  bound  on  the  same  errand, 
and  as  we  both  discussed  piscalities  with  great 
gusto  the  distance  seemed  to  shrink  up  into  half  of 
nothing.  He  was  a  man  of  parts,  sociable,  and 
knew  a  thing  or  two  about  trout  and  salmon  worth 
recounting.  So  after  an  hour's  interchange  of  that 
coin  of  small  talk  so  beloved  by  the  brotherhood,  we 
both  dropped  over  the  little  hill  through  the  hamlet 
of  Redgate  that  brought  us  right  on  to  the  stream. 
My  heart  went  down  somewhere  into  the  regions  of 
mv  ankles  as  soon  as  I  saw  its  dull,  turbid  waters. 
As  a  rule  it  is  remarkably  clear,  but  torrents  of  rain 
must  have  fallen  over  Brown  Willy  and  the  con- 
tiguous moorlands  during  the  small  hours  of  the 
morning  to  account  for  such  a  roaring  deluge.  I 
wanted  fly  fishing,  and  here  was  I  condemned  to  the 
monotony  of  a  Avorm  all  day  or  else  a  Devon 
minnow.  But  the  sky  was  by  now  a  vast  cupola  of 
azure,  with  the  sun  blazing  from  its  translucent 
depths,  so  that  I  hoped  that  it  might  clear  a  little 
past  noon.  My  fishing  acquaintance  bemoaned  his 
small  store  of  worms  and  I  my  intolerable  weariness, 
so  we  made  some  substantial  exchanges.  I  gave 
him  a  score  of  these  terrigenous  denizens  (for  he  who 
hates  an  empty  creel  never  goes  fishing  without 
them),  and  took  a  nip  at  his  brandy.  This  done, 
we  parted.  He  worked  his  way  up  an  adjoining 
hill  burn,  wliile  I  made  tracks  towards  the  head- 
waters of  the  main  stream.  All  round  lay  the  long, 
lean  hills,  a  few  pines  to  my  left,  a  valley  filled  with 
willows  and  larches  to  my  back,  and  in  front  one 
wide,  undulating  sweep,  where  the  shaggy  cattle 
foraged  for  nourishment  and  moorbirds  set  up  a 
weird,  monotonous  crying,  or  shrieked  and  whistled 
as  if  inspired  by  some  yelling  devil  of  mockery. 
There  is  little  of  the  northern  heather  on  these  moors, 
and  even  in  September  they  would  not  be  robed  in 
that  flowing  purple  which  often  makes  them  appear 
as  deep-hued  as  the  blue  Atlantic,  but  the  tangled 
masses  of  gorse  flamed  like  golden  balls  against  the 
brown  coombes.  Burning  bushes  they  are,  beauti- 
ful to  look  upon,  but  a  nuisance  when  growing  near 
the  stream  side,  because  once  the  fine  gut  becomes 
entangled  among  their  green  spines  it  can  only  be 
released  with  torn  hands,  and  a  certain  loss  of 
temper.  In  the  spring  the  gorse  is  in  its  fullest 
bloom,  though  it  is  a  Cornish  adage  kisses  are  out  of 
fashion  when  the  gorse  is  out  of  blossom,  meaning 
that  kissing  knows  no  season  of  entire  cessation.  I 
caught  a  small  trout  of  7in.  under  one  of  these  gorse 
bushes,  but  I  think  that  the  spate  was  too  thick  for 
the  fish  to  see  anything  at  that  time,  and  the  strong 
current  behaved  badly  to  my  heavily-shotted  line. 
Added  to  gorse  bushes  and  soup  water,  a  high  wind 


blew  strongly  from  the  north-west,  which  made  nv 
miss  at  least  half  a  dozen  indecisive  tugs  as  a  few 
trout  a  little  less  blind  than  the  others  remembered 
that  it  was  a  promising  occasion  to  complete  their 
late  breakfast.  At  half-past  eleven  I  nibbled  at  a 
sandwich  and  reinvigorated  my  slowly  dissolving 
patience  with  a  pipe  of  tobacco.  The  spate  cleared 
a  little  in  the  meantime,  and  with  rising  hopes  1 
moved  on  for  still  more  open  countiy.  The  moor- 
land road  followed  the  stream  for  several  miles  at 
this  point.  A  short  distance  to  the  right  stood  a 
white  sentinel.  It  was  a  notice-board.  I  was  not 
to  fish  here  under  caution.  A  pretty  little  house 
stood  on  the  hill.  The  owner  of  this  residence  must 
have  put  it  there.  He  evidently  had  some  kind  of 
game  rights  on  this  outlandish  stretch  of  country. 
I  walked  on  for  half  a  mile,  when  I  concluded  I  must 
bo  beyond  the  part  of  the  stream  domineered  over 
by  the  notice-board.  Then  I  began  to  fish  again. 
Three  decent-sized  trout  very  quickly  bolted  down 
my  worm.  I  was  overcome  with  joy,  and  con- 
cluded I  was  going  to  catch  a  basketful  ere  dusk, 
when  I  caught  sight  of  a  gentleman  in  tweeds  also 
fishing  near  another  signboard.  Its  white  face 
seemed  to  glare  exasperatingly  in  my  direction,  and 
I  surmised,  and  rightly,  that  this  was  the  end  of  the 
preserved  water.  So  I  was  poaching,  and  st;emingly 
caught  red-handed.  I  apologised  profusely  to  the 
wearer  of  the  tweeds.  He  received  my  expressions 
of  regret  with  a  smile.  "  There  was  no  one  about  to 
look  after  the  water.  What  did  it  matter  ?  "  I 
felt  relieved,  and  knew  at  once  ho  was  another 
culprit,  only  flagrantly  unconscientious.  He  seemed 
to  be  experiencing  a  kind  of  unholy  pleasure  in  his 
piscatory  misdeeds,  though  his  actual  sport  had 
been  poor.  He  stalked  me  up  the  road.  I  tuined 
round  in  finnoyance.  What  was  the  fellow  following 
me  for  ?  The  reason  was  soon  apparent  enough. 
His  bike  lay  propped  in  a  niche  of  the  granite  wall, 
and  it  must  have  struck  him  that  I  might  seize  the 
opportunity  when  he  was  not  looking  and  make  off 
on  it.  He  carefully  wheeled  it  out  of  my  thieving 
clutches,  leaving  me  wondering  if  my  appearance 
was  in  any  way  anything  like  those  unfortunates 
who  are  incarcerated  in  the  Dartmoor  jails.  Ten 
minutes  afterwards  I  hooked  a  6oz.  trout  aniong 
some  rushes,  and  brought  it  triumphantly  to  bank. 
It  was  in  beautiful  condition  for  the  time  of  the 
year  and  as  yellow  as  butter.  I  walked  on,  some- 
times  along  the  bank,  sometimes  along  the  tan- 
coloured  road,  when  the  stream  proved  for  as  many 
yards  unfishable.  Three  ounces,  four  ounces,  two 
ounces,  five  ounces— I  caught  them  at  intervals. 
They  were  pretty  much  the  size  of  the  generality  of 
moorland  trout.  All  the  deep,  brown  pools  and 
back  eddies  whirling  round  starved-looking  rushes,, 
where  nice  fat  fellows  ought  to  be  lying,  produced 
nothing  better  than  a  few  diminutive  minnow-like 
stragglers.  I  returned  these  five-inch  specimens  of 
Salmo  fario  with  suitable  epithets,  and  caught  the 
better  ones  in  the  most  unlikely  places,  round  un- 
promising corners,  and  in  the  middle  of  swift 
streams.  An  occasional  tug  from  the  bottom  of  a 
black  hole  sent  my  heart  into  my  mouth,  but 
nothing  happened.  At  last  I  caught  a  half-pounder. 
It  was  near  another  gorse  bush,  and  Mr.  Trout  got 
his  small  head  filled  with  all  sorts  of  wild  notions  of 
escape.  He  made  a  leap  for  that  bush,  and  would 
have  spitted  himself,  only  his  calculations  proved 
inaccurate,  so  he  contented  his  nimble  ten  inches  for 
the  next  half  minute  with  kicking  up  no  end  of  a 
splash  from  a  position  quite  irredeemable  for  the 
time  being.  I  would  have  broken  down  all  his 
rebellious  nonsense  without  more  ado,  only  the  4ft. 
gut  tackle  was  fine,  and  there  was  a  joint  conspirac\ 
of  snags,  spines,  and  rushes  in  the  matter  which 
bade  fair  to  foil  me.  So  there  was  nothing  for  it  but 
the  landing-net  and  a  slide  down  the  soft  bank.  A 
yellow  bunting,  startled  out  of  some  covert, 
fluttered  over  the  brook  close  by,  disturbed  right  in 
the  middle  of  its  cry  of  "  A  little  bit  of  bread  and  no 
ch-e-e-se."  But  although  the  sudden  flight  of  the 
bird  nearly  made  my  foot  slip  I  managed  to  frus- 
trate the  mutinous  intentions  of  that  trout,  and  got 
back  to  terra  firma  again  feeling  very  pleased  with 
myself  at  having  escaped  a  possible  ducking.  There 
was  another  man,  a  farmer  by  his  appearance,  fishing 
on  the  other  side.  He  had  an  unconscionably  long 
rod,  and  seemed  to  be  hauling  out  two  trout  to 
one.  With  some  show  of  pride  he  emptied  his 
white  bag  and  revealed  the  contents.  There  were 
quite  thirty  of  them,  and  one  overgroAvn  monster 
that  would  have  been  deemed  a  beauty  on  a  Hamp- 
shire chalk  stream.  I  suppose  he  knew  the  brook 
well,  and  had  fished  it  carefully  for  the  last  twenty 
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years.  There  must  have  been  something  more  than 
mere  luck,  fourteen  feet  of  greenheart,  and  the 
angler  at  the  back  of  it  to  account  for  such  a 
morning's  performance.  The  spate  was  thinning 
considerably,  so  I  tried  a  Devon  minnow  (it  was  too 
heavy  for  fly  even  yet).  An  ugly  salmon  kelt  of 
141b.  had  appropriated  a  pet  phantom  of  mine  the 
day  previous.  I  sent  the  Devon  off  on  its  voyage 
of  discovery,  but  longed  for  the  phantom.  It  came 
back  spinning  like  a  top.  At  the  second  throw  a 
9oz.  trout  seized  it.  and  I  felt  more  reconciled  to 
the  Devon.  But  that  was  the  first  and  last  that 
came  to  bank  by  means  of  that  piece  of  whizzing 
metal,  although  I  watched  some  rather  large  fish 
chase  it  warily  upstream.  They  only  just  touched 
It  and  then  made  off.  Perhaps  the  split-cane  nine- 
footer  was  too  light  for  this  kind  of  work.  It  was 
with  mingled  feelings,  mostly  pleasurable,  that  I 
reeled  up. 

The  sun  lay  low,  shortly  to  sink  behind  the  rugged 
uplands.    The  wind  had  dropped,  and  not  a  stain 
m  the  sky  indicated  the  presence  of  those  thick, 
mantlmg  vapours  that  twelve  hours  ago  had  spent 
themselves  in  roaring  deluges  of  rain.    I  walked 
home  with  my  back  to  the  Atlantic  and  my  face 
turned  towards  the  Channel.    On  one  side  over  the 
withered  elbow  of  the  hUl,  somewhere  in  the  hollow, 
lay  King  Arthur's  Mere,  its  sullen  tide  rippling 
leisurelyover  Excalibur.   Once  a  dim  arm,  "clothed 
in  white  samite,  mystic,  wonderful,"  it  is  said,  had 
drawn  back  the  magic  sword  to  its  deep  abysses. 
It  does  not  require  a  very  great  stretch  of  imagina- 
tion to  expect  a  British  knight  to  start  up  suddenly 
from  some  covert  on  the  bleak  hillside.    You  may 
walk  twenty  mUes  and  see  scarcely,  a  house,  and 
meet  no  one  but  a  very  sheepish  pedestrian.    I  felt 
tired,  but  what  of  that  ?    I  had  had  a  few  exciting 
moments  in  a  peat  bog,  and  was  very  much  bemired 
and  bedraggled  about  my  lower  extremities,  but 
these  things  come  to  all  who  go  further  afield  in 
their  quest  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  brook.    I  had 
captured  something  over  a  dozen  of  fair  trout,  had 
[lived  a  day  of  breadth  of  spaciousness  miles  from 
the  fringe  of  town  or  hamlet,  and  been  vastly  enter- 
tained by  a  chance  acquaintance  on  the  road. 
What  if  I  had  missed  my  fly  fishing  ?    There  was 
something  substantial  in  my  creel  anyhow  to  show 
the  good  landlord  when  the  inn  was  reached.  In 
truth,  I  had  whipped  the  golden  waters  for  half  an 
hour  late  m  the  day,  had  risen  several,  and  lost  a 
Blue  Upright  in  the  giUs  of  something ;  but  the 
stream  had  suddenly  refused  to  run  down  until  all 
hope  in  that  direction  was  practically  at  an  end. 
iStill  I  was  neither  displeased  nor  imthankful.  A 
lapwing  wailed  plaintively  down  the  wind,  a  distant 
wheeziag  away  into  the  blue  dusk,  and 
twVight  added  its  own  melancholy  rays  to  the 
mournful  sounds  of  dale  and  hill.    Away  sped  the 
brook  jn  a  swift  turmoil,  bubbling  and  racing 
between  fretted  banks,  and  x)erhaps  its  own  hurrying 
movements  awoke  me  from  my  momentary  lethargy 
and  sent  me  off  at  a  nimble  pace  for  the  train,  that, 
bke  time  and  tide,  waits  for  no  man. 

Herbert  E.  Palmer. 

THAT  DEADLY  SEWAGE  FARM 
EFFLUENT. 


"There  is  a  trout  stream,"  savs  the  Globe,  "in 
Yorkshure  which  used  to  be  famous  for  the  excellent 
sport  It  afforded  to  skilled  anglers.  It  teemed 
with  fiflh  of  high  fighting  quality,  and  any  expert 
pnvileged  to  catch  them  made  sure  of  a  full  creel 
whenever  they  were  on  the  feed.  Unhappily, 
Broughton  Beck  has  latterly  become  the  recipient 
->t  poisonous  refuse  to  such  an  extent  that  hardly  a 
trout  remains  alive.  In  a  momorial  addressed  to 
the  bhipton  Rural  District  Council.  Major  Tempest, 
i  local  landowner,  describes  the  fish  &^  'nearly 
3XtermiDated  '  by  the  systematic  pollution  of  its 
mce  pure  water.  This  scandalous  charge  was  not 
lisputed,  but  when  the  matter  cam3  before  the 
-ounoil  the  usual  wrangling  took  place  as  to  the 
dentity  of  the  offender.  Major  Tempest's  indict- 
nent  mcTiminated  a  local  sewage  works,  but  the 
"irveyor  denied  the  imputation  on  its  character, 
illegiDg  that  the  effluent  water  poured  into  the 
leck  from  the  works,  although  capable  of  improve- 
nent,  was  not  bad  enough  to  kill  fish.'  By  wav 
>f  further  exculpation,  he  added  that  the  West 
J^^ai-'^.  after  inspecting  the  stream, 
lad  satisfiwi  f  hemBelves  that  the  source  of  pollution 
not  as  supposed  by  Major  Tempest,  And  so 
he  controversy  will  be  certain  to  continue  untU 
-ne  very  l«t  trout  is  dead,  and  angling  becomes  a 
ner»  memory  of  a  happy  paat." 


ENOEMOUS  FEESH-WATEE  EELS, 


"HALCYOK.'i  writing  in  the  Weekly  Edition  of 

the  Leeds  Mercury,  says : — 

"  I  have  just  received  from  my  old  friend,  Fred. 
Whitley,  of  Wellington,  New  Zealand,  a  most 
interesting  photograph  of  three  enormous  eels 
caught  in  the  Upper  Hutt  River.'  The  largest 
weighed  30Ib.,  length  58in.,  girth  22in. ;  the  next 
one  weighed  25lb.,  and  the  third  I21bj  Some  time 
ago,  it  may  be  remembered,  I  stated  that  a  very 
large  trout  had  been  caught,  having  inside  it  a 
small  puppy.  It  seems  that  it  was  not  a  trout, 
but  this  huge  eel ;  and  in  addition  to  that  it  had 
inside  it  a  15in.  trout.    The  25-pounder  had  a 


introduce  the  above  fish  into  Japan.  The  first 
was  in  the  winter  of  1900-1,  when  the  United  States 
Fisheries  Commission  courteously  supplied  me  with 
a  case  containing  15,000  ova.  They  were  despatched 
via,  San  Francisco  and  Honolulu,  and,  most  unfor- 
tunately, hatched  out  on  the  voyage.  In  the  mean- 
while Sir  Claude  MacDonald  had  arrived  in  this 
country,  and,  being  much  interested  in  the  experi- 
ment, himself  appUed  in  the  winter  of  1901-2  for  a 
further  consignment.  This  was  at  once  supplied, 
the  ova  being  on  this  occasion  sent  through  Tacoma 
by  the  Northern  Pacific  route,  arriving  at  Yoko- 
hama in  the  latter  part  of  January.  From  Table  I., 
giving  the  main  features  of  interest  in  connsction 
with  this  hatching,  it  will  be  seen  that  some  15,000 
fry  were  distributed  in  the  river.    These  under 


Enormous  Frksh-Water  Eels. 


12in.  trout,  and  the  smallest  one  a  14in.  trout,  so 
they  must  be  very  destructive  to  trout  life.  They 
are  hideous-looking  things,  according  to  the  photo, 
and  I  should  not  Uke  to  touch  one,  let  alone  eat 
it.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  show  the  photo  to  any- 
one who  will  call  at  38a,  Wellington-street,  Leeds.': 
[Mr.  Walbran  ("Halcyon")  has  kindly  lent  me 
the  photograph  to  reproduce  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
I  think  these  are  the  largest  fresh-water  eels  I  have 
any  note  of.  I  should  not  care  to  swim  in  a  river 
containing  such  monsters.— R.  B.  M.] 

ATTEMPTS  TO  INTRODUCE  SALMO 
FON TINA  LIS  INTO  JAPAN. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  paragraph  on 
"  American  Brook  Trout  Eggs  for  Japan,"  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  March  19  last,  I  am 
directed  by  Colonel  Sir  Oaude  MacDonald  to  offer 
you  the  following  information. 

Three  attempts  have  of  recent  years  been  made  to 


ordinary  circumstances  should  have  thrived  well, 
for  the  water  contained  no  lack  of  food,  and  one  fish 
which  I  myself  saw  taken  last  year  weighed  close  on 
^Ib.,  and  was  in  excellent  condition.  As  ill-fortune, 
however,  would  have  it,  the  Nikko  district,  in  which 
the  Yugawa  is  situated,  was  visited  in  the  summer  of 
1902  by  a  typhoon  of  unprecedented  violence.  The 
whole  country-side  was  swept  bare,  forests,  hill-sides, 
and  villages  being  cleared  off  hke  matchwood.  The 
Yugawa  flows  through  a  plain  surrounded  by  the 
mountains  of  Futaara-yama,  and  from  their  sides 
poured  down  such  a  stream  of  gravel,  dirt,  and  drift- 
wood that  the  river-bed  was  scoured  clean  of  every 
trace  of  grass  or  weed,  and  choked  instead  with 
gravel.  The  waters  ran  in  flood  and  coloured  yellow 
for  more  than  three  weeks,  and  the  fishermen  of  the 
district  asserted  that  scarcely  a  fish  was  left  in  the 
river.  This  was  not,  however,  quite  correct,  for  in 
the  summer  of  last  year  I  caught  a  fair  number  of 
the  native  trout  (amemasu),  though  they  were  lean 
and  in  poor  condition  as  compared  \s-ith  normal 
years.  As  for  thfe  imported  American  brook  trout 
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they  were  so  rarely  seen  that  Sir  Claude,  fearing 
they  had  been  washed  away,  determined  to  apply 
to  the  United  States  Government  for  assistance  once 
again.  It  was  at  once  forthcoming,  a  third  consign- 
ment was  received  here  in  the  spring  of  this  year, 
and  the  results  of  the  hatching  are  shown  in  Table  II. 
enclosed.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that 
whatever  success  attends  these  experiments  is 
entirely  due  to  the  courtesy  and  kindness  of  the 
United  States  Fisheries  Commission,  which,  besides 
supplying  the  eggs  gratis,  has  spared  neither  time 
nor  trouble  to  ensure  their  arriving  in  Japan  in  good 
condition. 

What  the  result  of  the  experiment  will  be  remains 
to  be  seen.  As  mentioned  above,  the  solitary  fish 
I  saw  taken  was  in  excellent  condition  and,  con- 
sidering the  short  time  it  had  been  in  the  river,  well 
sized.  Moreover,  when  the  first  experiment  was 
made  in  1900  I  was  at  some  pains  to  obtain  the 
expert  opinion  of  Dr.  Starr  Jordan,  the  well-known 
American  naturalist,  at  that  time  studying  in  Japan 
the  fishes  of  this  country,  and  he,  ^vithout  hesi- 
tation, decided  on  Salvdinus  jontinalis  as  the  most 
suitable  fish  for  introduction. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  give  you  any  further  informa- 
tion you  may  require  either  on  the  river  itself  or  on 
the  fish  it  contains. — I  am,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  Harold  Parlett. 

British  Legation,  Tokyo,  May  28. 

Table  L   Record,  25,000  Eggs.  1901-2. 

Distance  eggs  conveyed  overland. .  .about  125  miles 

No.  of  dead  eggs  on  unpacking  3000 

Subsequent  loss  of  eggs. .   .2000 

Date  hatching  commenced   .Feb.  14,  1902 

Do.,  ended   Feb.  28,  1902 

No.  of  eggs  hatched   20,000 

Loss  of  fry  in  hatchery  4850 

Do.,  in  transit  to  river  150 

Fry  distributed  15,000 

Table  II.    25,000  Eggs.  1903-4. 

No.  of  dead  eggs  on  unpacking  1380 

Subsequent  loss  of  eggs  520 

Date  hatching  commenced  Feb.  27,  1904 

Do.,  ended   March  2,  1904 

No.  of  eggs  hatched  23,100 

Loss  of  fry  in  hatchery  350 

(including  40  in  transit  to  river) 
Fry  distributed   22,750 

[I  am  very  muchTobliged  to  Colonel  Sir  Claude 
MacDonald  and  to  Mr.  Parlett  for  this  interesting 
information.  I  confess  that  I  am  not  greatly  sur- 
prised at  the  want  of  success  with  these  experiments 
with  the  American  brook  trout,  as  I  have  had  about 
twenty-five  years'  experience  of  attempts  to  intro- 
duce that  fish  into  our  waters,  and  I  think  it  is  not 
unfair  to  say  they  have  been  failures,  certainly  as 
far  as  our  rivers  are  concerned.  And  the  same  must 
be  said  of  the  rainbow  trout,  except  in  waters  where 
they  can  be,  as  it  were,  locked  in,  then,  until  they 
are  between  21b.  and  31b.  in  weight,  they  do  splen- 
didly in  some  waters.  The  8.  jontinalis  is  a  char, 
and  does  not  appear  to  do  weU  in  streams  other  than 
those  of  its  native  land.  If  the  object  is  to  get  good 
trout- fishing  in  Japan  I  am  confident  that,  provided 
there  is  plenty  of  food  in  the  rivers,  by  far  the  best 
thing  to  do  would  be  to  get  trout  eggs  from  New 
Zealand.  Such  a  society  as  the  Otago  Acclimatisa- 
tion Society  would,  I  feel  sure,  gladly  give  the  eggs 
for  such  an  experiment.  If  Mr.  Parlett  will  call  on 
me  when  in  London  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  him 
information  about  the  fish-hatching  establishments 
in  New  Zealand,  and  show  him  specimens  of  magni- 
ficent New  Zealand  trout.  I  am  sure,  as  I  have 
before  suggested  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  that  it  would 
pay  some  enterprising  fish-breeder  here  to  import 
eggs  of  New  Zealand  trout — considering  their 
numbers  and  great  average  size  they  are  now  the 
finest  trout  which  any  country  can  show.  Of  course, 
eggs  could  be  sent  to  Japan  from  this  country,  but  it 
would  be  a  much  quicker  voyage  from  New  Zealand. 
The  question  is,  do  the  steamers  trading  between 
Japan  and  New  Zealand  have  arrangements  for 
cold  storage  ? — R.  B.  M.] 


Mb.  William  Heaedke,  of  Plymouth,  writes : — 
"  One  of  our  fishermen,  on  Saturday,  whilst  hauling 
a  spiller  which  he  had  laid  for  conger,  was  surprised 
to  see  the  butt  of  a  rifle  come  up  m  his  face.  The 
hook  caught  in  the  trigger  guard ;  it  was  an  old 
breech  loader  of  the  Remington  type,  and  although 
the  butt  is  rather  worm-eaten  and  the  barrel 
covered  with  crustacea  and  barnacles,  the  hammer 
and  spring  were  perfect." 


THE  PAEENT  -  STEEAM  THEOEY 
OF  THE  EETUEN  OF  SALMON. 

By  President  David  Starr  Jordan 
(Leland  Stanford  Junior  University). 


It  has  been  generally  accepted  as  unquestioned 
by  packers  and  fishermen  that  the  salmon  of  the 
Pacific  (king  salmon,  red  salmon,  silver  salmon, 
humpback  salmon,  and  dog  salmon)  all  return  to 
spawn  to  the  very  stream  in  which  they  were 
hatched;  As  early  as  1880  the  present  writer  placed 
on  record  his  opinion  that  this  theory  was  unsound. 
In  a  general  way  most  salmon  return  to  the  parent 
stream  because  when  in  the  sea  the  parent  stream 
is  the  one  most  easily  reached.  The  channels  and 
runways  which  directed  their  course  to  the  sea 
may  influence  their  return  trip  in  the  same  fashion^ 
When  the  salmon  is  mature,  the  spawning  season 
approaching,  it  seeks  fresh  water.  Other  things 
being  equal,  about  the  same  number  will  run  each 
year  in  the  same  channel.  With  all  this  we  find 
some  curious  facts.  Certain  streams  will  have  a 
run  of  exceptionally  large  or  exceptionally  small  red 
salmon.  The  time  of  the  run  bears  some  relation 
to  the  length  of  the  stream  those  who  have  farthest 
to  go  start  earliest;  The  time  of  running  bears 
also  a  relation  to  the  temperature  of  the  spawning 
grounds- -where  the  waters  cool  ofi  earliest  the 
fish  rim  soonest.' 

The  supposed  evidence  in  favour  of  the  parent- 
stream  theory  may  be  considered  under  three  heads : 
( 1 )  Distinctive  runs  in  various  streams,  (2)  return 
of  marked  salmon,  (3)  introduction  of  salmon  into 
new  streams  followed  by  their  return^ 

Under  the  first  head  it  is  often  asserted  of  fisher- 
men that  they  can  distinguish  the  salmon  of  different 
streams. 

Mr.  H.-  S.  Davis  well  observes  that  "  until  a 
constant  difference  has  been  demonstrated  by  a 
careful  examination  of  large  numbers  of  fish  from 
each  stream  taken  at  the  same  time  but  little  weight 
can  be  attached  to  arguments  of  this  nature,'-' 

It  is  doubtless  true  as  a  general  proposition  that 
nearly  all  salmon  return  to  the  region  in  which  they 
were  spawned.  Most  of  them  apparently  never  go 
far  away  from  the  mouth  of  the  stream  or  the  bay 
into  which  it  flows.  It  is  true  that  salmon  are 
occasionally  taken  well  out  at  sea,  and  it  is  certain 
that  the  red  salmon  runs  of  Puget  Sound  come 
from  outside  the  Straits  of  Fuca.  There  is,  how- 
ever, evidence  that  most  species  rarely  go  so  far  as 
that;  When  seeking  shore  they  usually  reach  the 
original  channels; 

In  1880,  the  writer,  studying  the  king  salmon  of 
the  Columbia,  used  the  following  words,  which  he 
has  not  had  occasion  to  change:  — 

It  is  the  prevailing  impression  that  the  salmon 
have  some  special  instinct  which  leads  them  to 
return  to  spawn  in  the  same  spawning  grounds 
where  they  were  originally  hatched.  We  fail  to  find 
any  evidence  of  this  in  the  case  of  the  Pacific  coast 
salmon,  and  we  do  not  believe  it  to  be  true.  It 
seems  more  probable  that  the  young  salmon 
hatched  in  any  river  mostly  remain  in  the  ocean 
within  a  radius  of  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  miles  of 
its  mouth.  These,  in  their  movement  about  in  the 
ooean,  may  come  into  contact  with  the  cold  waters 
of  their  parent  rivers,  or  perhaps  of  any  other 
river,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  shore. 
In  the  case  of  the  quinnat  and  the  blueback,  their 
'  instinct '  seems  to  lead  them  to  ascend  these  fresh 
waters,  and  in  a  majority  of  cases  these  waters  will 
be  those  in  which  the  fishes  in  question  were 
originally  spawned;  Later  in  the  season  the  growth 
of  the  reproductive  organs  leads  them  to  approach 
the  shore  and  search  for  fresh  waters,  and  still  the 
chances  are  that  they  may  find  the  original  stream. 
But  undoubtedly  many  fall  salmon  ascend,  or  try 
to  ascend,  streams  in  which  no  salmon  was  ever 
hatched.  In  httle  brooks  about  Puget  Sound, 
where  the  water  is  not  3in.  deep,  are  often  found 
dead  or  dying  salmon,  which  have  entered  them 
for  the  purpose  of  spawning;  It  is  said  of  the 
Russian  river  and  other  California  rivers,  that  their 
mouths,  in  the  time  of  low  water  in  summer, 
generally  become  entirely  closed  by  sand-bars,  and 
that  the  salmon,  in  their  eagerness  to  ascend  them. 


frequently  fling  themselves  entirely  out  of  water  on 
the  beach;    But  this  does  not  prove   that  the 
salmon  are  'guided  by  a  marvellous  geographical 
instinct  which  leads  them  to  their  parent  river  i 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  river  cannot  be  foum 
The  waters  of  Russian  river  soak  through  thei 
sand-bars,  and  the  salmon  instinct,  we  think,  leadi 
them  merely  to  search  for  fresh  waters.  Thii 
matter  is  much  in  need  of  further  investigation ;] 
at  present,  however,  we  find  no  reason  to  believ 
that  the  salmon  enter  the  Rogue  river  simpl 
because  they  were  spawned  there,  or  that  a  salmo; 
hatched  in  the  Clackamas  river  is  more  likely,  oi 
that  account,  to  return  to  the  Clackamas  than  to" 
go  up  the  CowUtz  or  the  Des  Chutes."- 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  settle  this  question 
by  marking  the  fry.  But  this  is  a  very  difficult 
matter  indeed.  Almost  the  only  structure  which 
can  be  safely  mutilated  is  the  adipose  fin,  and  this 
is  often  nipped  ofi  by  sticklebacks  and  other 
meddling  fish;  The  following  experiments  have 
been  tried,  according  to  Mr.  Davis :  — 

"In  March,  1896,  5000  king  salmon  fry  were 
marked  by  cutting  off  the  adipose  fin,  then  set  free 
in  the  Clackamas  river.  Nearly  400  of  these 
marked  fish  are  said  to  have  been  taken  in  the 
Columbia  in  1898  and  a  few  more  in  1899.  In 
addition  a  few  were  taken  in  1898,  1899,  and  1900 
in  the  Sacramento  river,  but  in  much  less  numbers 
than  in  the  Columbia.  In  the  Columbia  most  were 
taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  where  most  of  the 
fishing  was  done,  but  a  few  were  in  the  original 
stream,  the  Clackamas.  It  is  stated  that  the  fry 
thus  set  free  in  the  Clackamas  came  from  eggs 
obtained  in  the  Sacramento — a  matter  which  has, 
however,  no  bearing  on  the  present  case. 

"In  the  Kalama  hatchery  on  the  Columbia 
river,  Washington,  2000  fry  of  the  quinnat  or  king 
salmon  were  marked  in  1899  by  a  V-shaped  notch 
in  the  caudal  finj  Numerous  fishes  thus  marked 
were  taken  in  the  lower  Columbia  in  1901  and 
1902.  A  few  were  taken  at  the  Kalama  hatchery, 
but  some  also  at  the  hatcheries  on  Wind  river  and 
Clackamas  river.  At  the  hatchery  on  Chehalis 
river  six  or  seven  were  taken,  the  stream  not  being 
a  tributary  of  the  Columbia,  but  flowing  into 
Shoalwater  Bay;  None  were  noticed  in  the  Sacra- 
mento. The  evidence  shows  that  the  most  who 
are  hatched  in  a  large  stream  tend  to  return  to  it, 
and  that  in  general  most  salmon  return  to  the 
parent  region."- 

There  is  no  evidence  that  a  salmon  hatched  in 
one  branch  of  a  river  tends  to  return  there  rather 
than  to  any  other.  Experiments  of  Messrs.  Rutter 
and  Spaulding  in  marking  adult  fish  at  Karluk 
would  indicate  that  they  roam  rather  widely  about 
the  island  before  spawning.  A  spawning  fish  set 
free  in  Karluk  river  was  found  three  days  later  at 
Red  river,  sixty  miles  away  on  the  opposite  side  of 
Kadiak  Island. 

The  introduction  of  salmon  into  new  streams 
may  throw  some  Ught  on  this  question.  In  1897 
and  1898,  3,000,000  young  king  salmon  fry  were  set 
free  in  Papermill  Creek,  near  Olema,  California. 
This  is  a  small  stream  flowing  into  the  head  of 
Tomales  Bay,  and  it  had  never  previously  had  a 
run  of  salmon.  In  1900,  and  especially  in  1901, 
large  quinnat  salmon  appeared  in  considerable 
numbers  in  this  stream;  One  specimen  weighing 
about  161b.  was  sent  to  the  present  writer  for 
identification;  These  fishes  certainly  returned  to 
the  parent  stream,  although  this  stream  was  one 
not  at  all  fitted  for  their  purpose. 

But  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  topography 
of  the  bay;  Tomales  Bay  is  a  long  and  narrow 
channel,  about  twenty  miles  long  and  from  one  to 
five  in  width,  isolated  from  other  rivers,  and  with 
but  one  tributary  stream.  Probably  the  salmon 
had  not  wandered  far  from  it ;  some  may  not  hav( 
left  it  at  all;  In  any  event,  a  large  number  ci 
tainly  came  back  to  the  same  place. 

That  the  salmon  rarely  go  far  away  is  fairly 
attested;  Schools  of  king  salmon  play  in  Monterey 
Bay,  and  others  chase  the  herring  about  in  the 
channels  of  south-eastern  Alaska;  A  few  years 
since  Captain  J.  F.  Moser,  in  charge  of  the 
Albatross,  set  gill  nets  for  salmon  at  various  places 
in  the  sea  off  the  Oregon  and  Washington  coast, 
catching  none  except  in  the  bays. 

Mr.  Davis  gives  an  account  of  the  Uberation  of 
salmon  in  Chinook  river,  which  flows  into  the 
Columbia  at  Baker's  Bay  :— 

ii\t  is  a  small,  sluggish  stream  and  has  never 
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been  frequented  by  Chinook  salmon,  although  con- 
siderable numbers  of  silver  and  dog  salmon  enter 
it  late  in  the  fall.-  A  few  years  ago  the  State 
established  a  hatchery  on  this  stream,  and  since 
1898  between  1,000,000  and  2,000,000  Chinook  fry 
have  been  turned  out  here  annually.  The  fish  are 
taken  from  the  pound- nets  in  Baker's  Bay,  towed 
into  the  river  in  crates,  and  then  hberated  above  a 
dyke  which  prevents  their  return  to  the  Columbia. 
\Vhen  ripe,  the  salmon  ascend  to  the  hatchery, 
some  two  or  three  miles  further  up  the  river,  where 
they  are  spawned. 

"The  superintendent  of  the  hatchery.  Mrj  Nic 
Hansen,  informs  me  that  in  1902,  during  November 
and  December,  quite  a  number  of  Chinook  salmon 
ascended  the  Chinook  river.  About  150  salmon 
of  both  sexes  were  taken  in  a  trap  located  in  the 
river  about  four  miles  from  its  mouth.-  At  first 
thought  it  would  appear  that  these  were  probably 
fish  which,  when  fry,  had  been  liberated  in  the 
liver,  but  unfortunately  there  is  no  proof  that  this 
was  the  case.  According  to  Mr.  Hansen,  the 
season  of  1902  was  remarkable  in  that  the  salmon 
ran  inshore  in  large  schools,  a  thing  which  they 
had  not  done  before  for  years.  It  is  possible  that 
the  fish,  being  forced  in  close  to  the  shore,  came  in 
contact  with  the  current  from  the  Chinook  river, 
which,  since  the  stream  is  small  and  sluggish,  would 
not  be  felt  far  from  shore.  Once  brought  under 
the  influence  of  the  current  from  the  river  the 
salmon  would  naturally  ascend  that  stream, 
whether  they  had  been  hatched  there  or  not." 

The  general  conclusion,  apparently  warranted  by 
the  facts  at  hand,  is  that  the  Pacific  salmon,  for 
the  most  part,  do  not  go  to  a  great  distance  from 
the  stream  in  which  they  are  hatched,  that  most  of 
them  return  to  the  streams  of  the  same  region,  a 
majority  to  the  parent  stream,  but  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  they  choose  the  parental  spawning 
grounds  in  preference  to  any  other,  and  none  that 
they  will  prefer  an  undesirable  stream  to  a  favour- 
able one  for  the  reason  that  they  happen  to  have 
been  hatched  in  the  former, 

Mr.  John  C.  Callbreath,  of  Wrangel,  Alaska,  has 
long  conducted  a  very  interesting  but  very  costly 
experiment  in  this  line.  About  1890  he  established 
himself  in  a  small  stream  called  Jadgeska.  on  the 
west  coast  of  Etolin  Island,  tributary  to  McHenry 
Inlet,  Clarence  Straits.  This  stream  led  from  a 
lake,  and  in  it  a  few  thousand  red  salmon  spawned, 
besides  multitudes  of  silver  salmon,  dog  salmon, 
and  humpback  salmon.-  Making  a  dam  across  the 
stream,  he  helped  the  red  salmon  over  it,  destroying 
all  the  inferior  kinds  which  entered  the  stream. 
He  also  established  a  hatchery  for  the  red  salmon, 
turning  loose  many  thousand  fry  each  year  for 
about  twelve  years.  This  was  done  in  the  expec- 
tation that  all  the  salmon  hatched  would  return 
to  Jadgeska  in  about  four  years.  By  destroying 
all  individuals  of  other  species  attempting  to  run, 
it  was  expected  that  these  would  become  extinct 
80  far  as  the  stream  is  concerned.- 

The  result  of  this  experiment  has  been  disap- 
pointment. After  twelve  years  or  more  there  has 
been  no  increase  of  red  salmon  in  the  stream,  and 
,  no  decrease  of  humpbacks  and  other  humbler 
,  forms  of  salmon.  Mr.  Callbreath  draws  the  con- 
clusion that  salmon  run  at  a  much  greater  age  than 
has  been  supposed — perhaps  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  instead  of  four.  A  far  more  probable  con- 
clusion is  that  the  salmon  set  free  by  him  have 
joined  other  bands  bound  for  more  suitable 
streams.  It  is,  indeed,  claimed  that  since  the 
establishment  of  Callbreath's  hatchery  on  Etolin 
Island,  there  has  been  a  notable  increase  of  the 
tolmon  run  in  various  streams  of  Prince  of  Wales 
bland  on  the  opposite  side  of  Clarence  Straits.  But 
this  statement,  while  largely  current  among  the 
Cannerymen,  and  not  improbable,  needs  verification^ 
We  shall  await  with  much  interest  the  return  of 
the  millions*  of  young  salmon  hatched  in  1902, 
and  turned  loose  in  Naba  stream.  We  may  venture 
the  prophecy  that  while  a  large  percentage  will 
return  to  Loring,  many  others  will  enter  Yes  Bay, 
E[arta  Bay,  Moira  Sound,  and  other  red  salmon 
waters  along  the  line  of  their  return  from  Dixon 
[|  Entrance  or  the  open  seaj 

L  •  Until  some  satisfactory  method  of  marking 
samlets  is  adopted  it  will  be  very  difiicult  to  prove 
that  artificial  culture  is  a  success.  I  hope  Dr. 
■/ordan  will  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of  the 
millions  of  young  salmon  he  refers  to. — Ed.  F.  Q. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglees'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  July  18,  at  8  p.m.  The  competi- 
tion for  the  Amberley  Silver  Cup  will  be  held  on 
July  24  at  Amberley,  and  is  restricted  to  members 
of  the  Anglers'  Association.  Many  cash  prizes  have 
been  given,  and  the  list  will  no  doubt  be  added  to 
before  the  24th.  The  oup  is  to  become  the  absolute 
property  of  the  society  whose  any  four  members' 
collective  weight  is  the  heaviest.  Cash  prizes  will 
be  given  to  individual  members  according  to  their 
weighing  in.  The  conditions  of  competition  are 
being  sent  to  every  society.  The  train  arrangements 
will  suit  anglers  from  all  districts  of  London. 
Saturday,  July  23,  Victoria,  3.55  p.m.  and  7.22  p.m., 
fare,  43.  6d. ;  London  Bridge,4.0  p.m.  and  7.18  p.m., 
fare  4s.  6d.;  July  24,  Victoria,  8.5  a.m.  and  8.20  a.m., 
fare,  3s.  6d.  ;  London  Bridge,  8.5  a.m.  and  8.30  a.m., 
fare,  3s.  6d.  Secretarys  will  oblige  by  letting  me 
know  by  Friday  morning,  July  22,  the  number  of 
members  likely  to  compete  to  enable  me  to  make 
arrangements.  Further  particulars  can  be  obtained 
from  R.  G.  Woodbuff,  2,  Firsby-road,  Stamford-hill, 
London,  N. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  IDs.  6d.,  annual  donation.  School  Board 
A.S. ;  £1  5s.  3d.,  West  Green  A.S. ;  £1  16s.,  Serapis 
A.S. ;  and  £1  53.,  South  Bermondsey.— W.  H. 
Babbeb,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  July  6,  Mr,  E.  Blagrave 
occupied  the  chair.  Several  members  had  been 
fishing  at  Harefield  and  elsewhere,  and  notwith- 
standing the  hot  weather  had  met  with  fair  success. 
Messrs.  Cracknell  and  Blagrave  have  had  some  good 
samples  of  roach,  the  best  being  lib.  6oz.  and 
lib.  3oz.  respectively.  Mr.  Yarham,  who  was 
fortunate  enough  to  secure  a  trout  of  3Jlb.  some 
time  ago,  has  recently  had  another  of  \\\h.,  and  Mr. 
Derry  als  i  had  one  which  he  returned,  both  being 
taken  when  roach  fishing.  All  the  above  were  taken 
in  the  Harefield  portion  of  the  society's  water,  emd 
to  be  able  to  record  the  capture  of  more  trout,  more 
than  we  have  seen  for  several  setisons,  is  certainly 
very  encouraging,  and  perhaps  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
we  have  been  waging  war  on  the  jack  in  that  section 
of  the  water.  Mr.  Bodbur  visited  Windsor  on 
July  6,  and  returned  with  a  nice  Thames  trout  of 
4^1b.  We  fished  a  match  at  Harefield  last  week,  in 
which  about  twenty  members  took  part,  and  the 
first  three  proved  to  be  Messrs.  Rodbur,  Blagrave, 
and  Wilkins.  We  have  recently  made  four  new 
members,  and  have  received  several  inquiries  about 
the  fishery.  Mr.  Armitage  took  the  chair  at  the 
committee  meeting  on  July  7,  when  several  matters 
were  discussed,  and  the  list  of  prizes  for  the  present 
season  was  settled.  It  might  perhaps  be  mentioned 
that  in  the  Harefield  portion  of  the  society's  water 
perch  and  roach  may  not  be  taken  under  9in.,  dace 
8in.,  bream  12in.,  trout  14in.,  etc. ;  and  that  the 
society  in  no  way  encourages  gross  weight, — E.  B. 

Bbitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  Wednesday  Mr.  Geo.  Read  Clarke  occupied 
the  chair.  The  very  pardonable  preference  for  open 
air  over  that  filling  even  the  society's  airy  rooms 
with  stifle  reasonably  accounted  for  a  very  excep- 
tionally small  attendance  of  members,  the  reading 
of  and  discussion  upon  Mr.  Kemp's  paper  was  con- 
sequently deferred.  Reports  from  agents  at  Bognor 
announced  the  formation  of  yet  cmother  sea  angling 
society,  a  member  opening  its  proceedings  by  taking 
from  the  pier  a  bass  of  71b.,  the  largest  ever  taken 
there.  At  Weymouth  bass  fishing  in  full  swing, 
good  fish  of  7Jlb.  Salcombe,  pollack  well  in, 
30  to  40  per  boat,  31b,  to  51b.  East  Looe, 
larger  fish  up  to  20lb.  Saltburn-on-Sea,  a  fine 
turbot,  lOJlb.,  was  caught  by  a  lady,  angling  from 
the  pier.  Reports  from  Brighton,  Port  Erin,  Isle 
of  Man,  and  other  stations  indicated  that  sport 
was  getting  into  its  stride  for  the  summer  season. 
Mr.  Summers,  at  Newhaven,  reported  taking  sixteen 
nice  bass,  mostly  31b.  to  61b.  up  to  81b.  Bait,  sand- 
eel.  The  whole  shore  was  alive  with  mackerel,  and 
enormous  quantities  of  whitebait.  Mr.  Kemp  had 
tried  Margate  for  bass,  but  failed  to  find  them, 
taking  only  some  eight  or  nine  dabs  and  a  *' dog." 
The  particulars  of  the  autumn  programme  of  dis- 
cussions were  given  by  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary, 
who  also  announced  that  next  Wednesday  he  would 
open  the  subject  of  the  evening,  "  Where  to  go  sea- 
fishing  for  summer  holidays."  The  new  inserts  for 
the  Pocket  Book  bad  been  posted,  and  should  have 
been  received  by  all  members. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Sooiety. 
Mr.  John  Dryden  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  There 
were  numerous  reports  of  fishing  results  from 
members,  Mr.  John  Warne  showing  a  flue  specimen 


tray  of  good  bream,  part  of  a  catch  of  841b.  (some 
thirty  heavy  fish),  taken  at  St.  Ives ;  Mr.  Hurren, 
at  Cheehunt,  had  been  successful  with  perch  and 
dace ;  Mr.  Higgs,  at  Grove  Forry,  ten  good  roach, 
best,  lib.  5oz.,  also  taking  rosich  and  dace  at  Wrays- 
bury.  Mrs.  WolS  and  Messrs.  Wolff,  Hogernie, 
Graham,  Dryden,  Thompson,  Green,  and  Isaacs 
were  also  more  or  less  successful  at  the  society's 
Colne  fishery,  the  two  last-mentioned  gentlemen 
taking  a  dozen  fish  each.  Mr.  Wolff  presented  two 
very  nice  photographs  of  scenery  at  Horton  fishery, 
and  Mr.  Dryden  made  an  addition  to  the  society's 
library.  On  Tuesday  next  a  bream  fishing  competi- 
tioa  will  take  place,  any  water  allowed  compatible 
with  C.L.P.S.  regulations.  A  competition  medal 
will  be  awarded  for  best  fish  taken  (over  the  society's 
standard) ;  heaviest  fish  are  also  eligible  for  society's 
annual  medal  for  specimen  fish. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
^  Last  Tuesday's  meeting  was  held  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  A.  Zerfass.  Two  gentlemen  were 
elected  members.  The  Chess  has  yielded  good 
sport  during  the  last  few  days,  and  though  the 
water  has  been  very  bright  with  blazing  skies 
overhead,  some  capital  trout  have  been  creeled. 
Mr.  Cheeld  had  a  fine  brace  on  Saturday,  the 
two  scaling  over  31b.  There  wm  a  fair  rise  of 
fly  on  the  water,  but  not  Olive  "Quills."  Dr. 
Spencer  had  a  good  bag  of  roach  from  Kelvedon, 
but  it  is  a  bit  too  early  for  this  river  yet.  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray  had  in  an  outing  thirty  good  roach,  a  very 
level  lot,  the  largest  weighing  lib.  3oz.  Mr.  GUI 
had  trout  and  grayliog  up  to  Iflb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Zerfass  had  a  mixed  bag  of  good  roach,  dace,  trout 
and  grayling.  His  largest  trout  was  Iflb.,  roach 
lib.  lOoz.,  and  grayling  1-Jlb.  One  of  the  members 
will  be  in  attendance  at  Chesham  on  Saturday 
afternoon  to  give  lessons  in  fly  casting. — Hon.  Sec» 
Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Horace  Brown  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting.  An  interesting  excursion  will  be  made  to 
Uxbridge  on  Saturday  (to-day)  by  some  members 
of  the  Conchological  Society,  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining: what  fresh-water  snail  life  is  to  be  found  in 
the  society's  water  there.  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  has 
promised  to  pilot  the  party  and  see  to  the  wants  of 
the  visitors  on  the  occasion  mentioned.  As  to 
sport,  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  had  a  couple  of  pike  from 
the  Kennet,  best  fish  81b.  He  also  landed  several 
perch  up  to  lib.  8oz.  Mr.  Daniell  had  another 
21b.  trout  to  his  credit  at  Newbury,  and  the  chair- 
man took  numbers  of  chub — the  largest  fish  weighing 
21b.  8oz. — with  a  fly  on  a  private  part  of  the  Colne. 
The  Annual  Summer  Dinner  at  Newbury  to-day 
promises  to  be  well  attended,  and  to  be  the  enjoyable 
gathering  it  invariably  is. — Hon.  Sec. 

SouTHWARK  Social  Anglbbs. 
This  new  society  was  duly  formed  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Mr.  J.  DepUdge  in  the  chair.  A  sub- 
committee was  appointed  to  draft  rules  for 
submission  to  the  next  general  meeting  to  be  held 
on  Wednesday  July  20,  at  the  Duke  of  Wurtemberg, 
Hatfield -street,  Stamford-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E. 
Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 

On  July  6  the  members  of  the  above  society  held 
their  first  sea  competition.  The  fleet  consisted  of 
sixteen  boats.  The  total  weight  of  fish  caught  was 
over  4cwt.  The  arrangements  were  skilfully  carried 
out  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  S.  H.  Wallis  and 
A.  G.  Rowell  (hon.  sec).  The  honours  were  gained 
by  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell,  who  had  Messrs.  Condor, 
Hayman,  jun.,  and  W.  Stooley  as  colleagues,  having 
a  catch  of  451b.  of  conger  and  whiting;  Charles 
Cook  took  a  guernsey  as  boatman's  prize.  Messrs. 
Councillor  Wallis,  Jones,  Greenfell,  and  Hawkins 
were  second  with  421b.  of  conger  and  pout-whiting ; 
J.  Bennett  (boatman)  took  a  waterman's  cap  as 
second  prize.  The  *'  Press "  boat  had  all  pout- 
whiting,  36  Jib. ;  J.  Dennis  (boatman)  third  prize, 
fishing  tackle.  The  other  boats  varied  from  15Jlb. 
to  281b.  The  prizes  to  the  boats'  crews  were 
presented  on  the  following  day  by  Coujicillor  S.  H. 
Wallis.  The  next  sea  competition  is  announced  for 
Wednesday,  Aug.  10. 

NEW  PISOATORIAL  PATENTSi 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  66 

and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
4129.  Fishing.  Patentee:  P.  Bischoff,  174, 
Mattbiasstrasse,  B  reslau ,  Germany.  Live  • 
bait  tackle.  Consists  in  means  for 
attacliing  live-bait  to  a  fishing  line  or  the 
like  without  piercing  the  body  by  a 
hook  or  piiL.  The  bait  is  secured  by  a 
loop  or  loops,  one  or  both  of  which  may 
bo  adjustable.  The  loops  are  kept  apart 
by  suitable  means,  such,  for  example,  aa 
the  carrier  to  which  the  hooka  and  line 
are  attached.  . 
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Contrary  to  the  beat  hopes  and  anticipations  the 
long  wished  for  break  in  the  drought  has  not  yet 
come,  and  the  signs  of  the  times  are  all  the  other  way. 

There  is  a  fine  show  of  grilse  and  sea-trout  on  the 
coast,  but  it  is  being  lost  to  the  angler  for  the  want 
of  a  spate  to  let  them  up  in  force. 


A  very  heavy  supply  of  salmon  (mostly  grilse)  was 
on  the  slabs  of  the  Aberdeen  Market  on  July  9.  It 
is  eight  or  ten  years  ago  since  I  saw  such  another 
sight,   

The  Granton-on-Spey  people  are  anticipating  a 
visit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  at  Tulchan  Lodge,  and 
the  date  ia  fixed  for  Aug.  22,  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
grouse  shootings  in  the  North,  and  rented  by  the 
tSassoons  from  the  Countess  of  Seafield.  The  Prince 
was  there  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  had  some 
excellent  sport. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neumann  have  again  taken  Inver- 
cauld  House,  which  adjoins  Balmoral  to  the  west. 
They  are  great  favourites  with  the  King,  Queen,  and 
members  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  shooting  parties 
are  the  order  of  the  day  as  their  forests  adjoin 
each  other. 


Prince  and  Princess  Alexis  Dolgoroukie  have 
let  Braemar  Castle  to  the  Earl  and  Countess  of 
Normanton. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  .1.  B.  Clyne  (America)  have  had  some 
excellent  sport  on  Loch  Laggan,  Kingussie,  Inverness. 
Mr.  Clyne  has  had  several  heavy  ferox,  while  on 
J uly  8  Mrs.  Clyne  creeled  the  top  fish  of  the  season 
— a  beautiful  brown  trout  of  3Jlb. — to  the  fly,  a 
now  loch  fly  by  Mackay,  Aberdeen,  which  has  been 
named  the  "  Queen  Joan." 


It  is  useless  fishing  during  the  day  just  now,  but 
from  6  to  10  p.m.  or  from  6  a.m.  to  7  a.m.  are  the 
best  hours,  especially  in  the  morning. 

When  trout  are  rising  all  round,  but  not  taking 
the  fly,  a  good  basket  may  be  made  with  the  very 
smallest  of  Stewarts  and  just  as  much  worm  as 
will  cover  the  hooks  cast  over  the  rising  trout — 
Mr,  Tod's  tip. 


Excellent  sea  fishing  is  being  got  off  the  Kin- 
cardineshire, Aberdeenshire,  and  Morayshire  coasts 
and  bays.  Most  of  the  seaside  hotels  have  boats, 
lines,  and  reliable  men  at  command. 


That  popular  sea-trout  reach,  the  Ythan  tidal, 
is  again  being  liberally  patronised,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ritchie's  hands  are  already  quite  full.  The 
prospects  of  a  good  seeison  are  well  assured. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE    THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVA- 
TION SOCIETY. 


THE  SIXTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Mb.  Frank  Holme-Sumneh,  the  new  chairman 
of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  in 
submitting  to  the  donors  and  subscribers  the 
sixty-sixth  annual  report  has  some  interesting  and 
also  unpleasant  things  to  say.  The  position  of  the 
society  does  not  improve ;  in  fact,  it  gets  worse 
every  year. 

In  the  list  of  subscribers  for  the  year  ending 
April  30  there  are  only  two  new  subscribers,  one 
being  the  new  chairman,  Mr.  F.  Holme  Sumner. 

The  list  of  about  forty  riverside  hotels,  etc., 
where  the  society  has  collecting  boxes,  between 
Staines  and  Lambeth  shows  that  nearly  half  the 
boxes  were  empty ;  others  are  saved  from  blanks 
by  having  amounts  ranging  from  one  penny  for  the 
year  to  £1  8s.  7d.,  which  is  the  amount  collected  at 
the  Royal  George  at  Hounslow,  and  is  more  than  a 
quarter  of  the  total  amount,  which  is  under  £5  for 
the  whole  series  of  forty  hotels,  all  more  or  less 
patronised  by  Thames  anglers.  This  is  discouraging 
enough. 

If  we  turn  to  the  list  of  over  sixty  angling  clubs 
where  the  society  has  collecting  boxes,  the  total 
amount  received  for  the  year  appears  to  be  only 
some  £25,  of  which  amount  the  Oglander  Society 
has  the  honour  of  giving  £9  6s.  6d. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  as  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Holme- 
Sumner,  that  when  the  late  Mr.  W.  N.  Brougham 
was  paid  secretary  the  society  was  in  a  much  better 
position  than  it  has  ever  been  since.  He  says 
truly  enough  :  "  This  ianot  a  very  exhilarating  state 
of  affairs,  or  an  incentive  to  onerous  work  and  re- 
sponsibility, gratuitously  taken  up  and  carried  out.'' 


The  chairman's  report  is  a  very  convincing 
document,  and  certainly  discouraging  to  all  who 
have  the  interests  of  Thames  angling  preservation 
at  heart ;  apparently  there  are  precious  few  who 
care  twopence  about  it.  What  is  the  reason  for 
this  lack  of  sympathy  ?  It  would  be  very  interesting 
to  have  the  opinions  of  some  of  our  readers  who 
are  qualified  to  give  them.  Probably  one  of  the 
chief  reasons  is  that  Thames  anglers  are  so  bothered 
by  the  boating  which  goes  on,  the  launches  and 
river  traffic  generally,  that  only  those  fish  who 
cannot  go  elsewhere,  and  they  get  their  tempers  so 
soured  that  they  will  not  subscribe. 

The  suggestion  that  there  should  be  some  charge 
made,  like  the  licence  which  anglers  pay  in  nearly 
all  other  large  rivers — Severn,  Trent,  Wye,  etc. — has 
often  been  made,  but,  as  the  late  Mr,  J.  P. 
Wheeldon  found,  it  only  brought  a  hornet's  nest  of 
abuse  about  his  head. 

Mr.  Holme-Sumner's  report  will  be  found  in  the 
very  useful  blue-book  of  the  society.  Here  are  a 
few  extracts  from  it : — 

"  12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W., 
"June  14,  1904. 
"  To  the  Donors  and  Subscribers. 

"  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — On  behalf  of  the 
executive  I  have  the  honour  and  pleasure  to  submit 
the  sixty-sixth  annual  report  of  this  society  for  con- 
sideration, and  can  but  commence  with  an  earnest 
appeal  for  a  larger  amount  of  public  support,  and 
particularly  so  from  the  vast  number  of  anglers 
fishing  the  twenty-one  miles  of  river  this  society 
protects  and  preserves. 

"New  in  office,  I  have  by  personal  observation 
and  a  perusal  of  the  society's  records  been  able  to 
form  some  definite  idea  of  its  aims,  workings,  and 
aspirations,  and  regretfully  note  its  apparent  failure 
in  obtaining  that  material  support  which  I  submit 
it  so  well  deserves.  The  chief  cause  of  complaint 
seems  to  be  chronic,  and  judging  from  past  experi- 
ences of  the  society  and  elsewhere  the  prevailing 
opinion  as  to  subscribers  appears  to  be  the  hopeless 
task  of  appeal  to  visiting  anglers.  Year  by  year, 
instead  of  a  largely  increased  income,  it  is  found  to 
be  just  pos.-ible  to  make  both  ends  meet  by  practising 
the  strictest  economy  and  carrying  on  gratuitously 
the  first  work  of  administration.  Surely  if  one  finds 
sport  without  first  having  to  pay  for  same,  the  mere 
fact  should  carry  weight  to  the  minds  of  those  who 
have  pleasure  provided  for  them  free  of  charge, 
especially  bearing  in  mind  the  difficulty  experienced 
in  obtaining  and  the  cost  of  renting  and  maintaining 
any  fishery  within  ea3y  reach  of  London.  But  this 
apparently  is  only  a  consummation  —  year  after 
year,  decade  after  decade — to  be  devoutly  wished. 
Failing  voluntary  help — what  is  eventually  the 
next  step  ?  A  small  and  inexpensive  licence  to  be 
paid  by  ea,ch.  This  has  over  and  over  again  been 
suggested,  and  always  quietly  shelved.  A  com- 
pulsory payment  and  abrogation  of  free  fishing 
seem  to  be  the  only  loopholes  if  fisheries  are  to  be 
watched  over  and  preserved.  Year  by  year  their 
value  increases,  and  the  privilege  of  free  fishing 
hitherto  exercised  may  be  found  in  the  near  future 
to  be  non-existent. 

"Fishing  in  1903-4. 

"Speaking  generally  fishing  has  been  poor  owing  to 
the  excessive  rainfall,  and  altho  ugh  specimen  fish  have 
been  several  times  in  evidence,  and  the  fish  taken 
of  a  better  quality  in  comparison  with  former  years, 
sport  in  general  left  much  to  be  desired.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  next  season  will  make  amends 
for  past  deficiencies. 

"  Fish  Stocking  and  Netting. 

"Following  up  the  good  work  of  last  year  the 
society  points  with  satisfaction  to  the  fact  of  the 
formation  of  five  separate  and  distinct  associations 
at  Staines,  Chertsey,  Weybridge,  Sunbury,  and 
Molesey  on  the  lines  drawn  up  by  this  society, 
whereby  the  river  has  benefited  by  the  inturning  at 
the  weirs  at  each  of  the  above  named  river  stations 
of  some  hundreds  of  first-class,  healthy  and  well- 
bred  trout,  averaging  12in.  each  in  length,  or  4in.  only 
under  Thames  standard.  For  the  first  time  in  its 
history,  but  highly  acceptable  nevertheless,  and  in 
additionto  this  society's  efforts,  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion of  London,  on  the  lines  of  this  society's  previous 
efforts,  applied  to  the  London  County  Council  for 
permission  to  net  Battersea  Park  and  Peckham 
Rye  lakes.  The  consequence  was  that  a  quantity 
of  fish,  estimated  at  three  tons,  mostly  carp  and 
perch,  was  put  into  the  river  by  Richmond  Lock. 

"  By  the  kind  favour  of  the  members  of  the  River 
Crane  Fishery  the  society  undertook  to  aid  in  the 
netting  and  transfer  of  certain  coarse  fish  from  that 
river,  which  resulted  in  about  Icwt.  of  decent-sized 
fish  suitable  for  stocking  being  secured.  A  farther 
netting  was  promised  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  a 
much  better  haul  will  be  obtained. 

"Funds  of  the  Society. 
"These  unfortunately  still  remain  in  a  most 


tmsatisfactory  state.  Appeal  after  appeal,  notice 
after  notice,  expense  after  expense  are  all  made 
and  incurred  without  in  any  way  inducing  those 
most  to  be  benefited  to  adequately  supplement  the 
voluntary  labours  of  the  officers  and  executive  of 
this  society  in  trying  to  provide  sport.  It  has  been 
suggested,  I  learn  perennially,  by  some  members  of 
the  large  London  angling  associations  that  a  certain 
amount  should  be  charged  on  each  privilege  ticket, 
such  amount  to  go  to  the  various  preservation 
societies  for  restocking  purposes,  but  without  avail. 
A  better  mode  too  of  collecting  the  amovmts  from 
the  various  societies'  club-room  boxes  has  also 
been  brought  under  notice. 

"Some  noteworthy  additions  to  the  society's 
funds  have  been  made  by  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Glass 
and  his  colleagues  of  the  Walham  Green,  Brompton, 
West  London,  and  Putney  Angling  Societies,  whose 
united  efforts  in  arranging  and  holding  a  concert 
at  the  Fulham  Town  Hall  resulted  in  a  collection 
of  nearly  £17.  The  Oglander,  Epsom,  and  other 
societies  have  also  contributed  very  materially. 
Could  such  a  system  be  made  to  obtain  generally 
much  and  rapid  improvement  it  is  believed  would 
bo  shown  in  the  whole  of  the  fishery  owing  to  larger 
funds  enabling  the  purchase  of  new  strains  of 
various  kinds  of  fish. 

"Officers  of  the  Society. 

"  Owing  to  the  vacancy  in  the  chairmemship  of 
your  executive  caused  by  the  sad  loss  of  our  esteemed 
friend  Mr.  A.  Nuthall,  J.P.,  it  was  suggested  that 
I  should  be  invited  to  accept  the  post,  and  having 
consented  I  was  unanimously  elected  on  June  30, 
1903.  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ('John  Bickerdyke '),  a 
subscriber,  too,  on  being  approached  and  having 
kindly  consented  to  join  the  executive,  and  with  his 
mature  advice  aid  in  the  practical  work  of  the 
society,  was  duly  elected  a  vice-president  and 
member  of  the  executive  on  Aug.  16,  1903.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  the  number  of  the  executive 
should  be  increased,  and  the  question  of  a  paid 
secretary  discussed. 

"I  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  our 
worthy  and  esteemed  president,  the  Hon.  Harry 
Lawson,  who  has  rendered  invaluable  services  to 
the  society  for  years  past,  has  consented  to  continue 
in  office,  and  expresses  his  willingness  at  all  times 
by  his  best  advocacy  to  place  the  work  of  the 
society  in  the  forefront  for  consideration  when, 
wherever,  and  with  whom  necessary. 

"  Mr.  Higgins,  our  esteemed  hon.  sec,  although 
desirous  of  giving  up  his  arduous  task,  has  consented 
to  hold  on  for  a  little  longer,  but  would  be  willing 
on  all  occasions  to  give  any  aid  that  might  be 
thought  desirable  ;  at  my  request  and  at  the  urgent 
and  unanimous  desire  of  the  executive  he  has  kindly 
promised  to  stop  with  us  a  bit  longer.  Only  those 
who  know  the  thoroughness  of  the  work  he  does  so 
ungrudgingly  on  the  society's  behalf  and  for  the 
benefit  of  Thames  anglers  can  realise  its  value,  and 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  but  for  his  able  and 
disinterested  services  the  work  of  the  society  as 
now  constituted  could  not  possibly  long  go  on. 
Personally,  I  shall  be  pleased  at  all  times  to  further 
the  aims  and  objects  of  our  ancient  institution,  and 
no  one  can  ;regret  more  than  I  do  the  apparent 
apathy,  listlessness,  and  defective  support  of  the 
workers  and  toilers  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  anglers 
and  Thames  free  angling. 

"Frank  Holme-Sumnee, 

"  Chairman  of  the  Executive." 


PROSECUTION  BY  THE  FISHMONGERS 
COMPANY. 


Recently,  in  Dingwall  Sheriff  Court,  Sheriff' 
MacWatt  beard  evidence  in  a  complaint  at  the 
instance  of  the  Wardens  of  Common  and  the  Master 
of  the  Fishmongers  of  the  City  of  London,  against 
Mr.  Donaldson,  Balmacara,  Lochalsh,  chetrging  him 
with  having  fished  for  sea-trout  in  the  Bay  of 
Balmacara  with  a  net  or  nets  having  meshes  of  a 
smaller  size  than  seven  inches  in  circumference,  and 
with  having  in  his  possession  twenty-seven  unclean 
or  unseasonable  fish.  Mr.  Pringle,  W.S.,  Edinburgh, 
represented  the  complainers,  and  after  a  trial  lasting 
for  seven  hours,  in  which  several  expert  witnesses 
from  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Aberdeen  were 
examined,  the  Sheriff  found  the  charge  of  using  nets 
of  a  smaller  mesh  than  required  to  be  not  proven, 
and  found  the  respondent  guilty  of  having  the 
twenty-seven  foul  fish  in  his  possession,  and  fined 
him  Is.  per  fish,  with  £3  of  expenses.  Mr.  Pringle 
intimated  in  the  court  that  the  prosecution  would 
cost  his  chent  between  £30  and  £40. — Qlasgow 
Herald, 

Mr,  J,  Harvie  Brown,  who  sends  this  cutting, 
says  : — "This  is  an  example  of  law — but  not  jtistice. 
Perfect  folly  !  He  can  get  Is.  3d.  per  pound  for  sea- 
trout  kelts  or  unseasonable  fish  anywhere  in  the 
Midlands  of  England." 
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ANGLING  UNDER  UNEXPECTED 
DIFFICULTIES. 


0>'  Saturday,  July  2,  I  was  tempted  for  my 
health's  sake  to  make  a  little  excursion  to  occupy 
the  following  week — one  day's  trout  fishing  being 
included  in  my  list  of  engagements.  I  can  never 
run  away  from  home  for  even  such  a  bit  of  a 
holiday  as  this  but  Mr.  Sub-Editor  of  this  interesting 
journal  thinks  I  ought  to  tell  your  readers  all  about 
it.  My  ultimate  destination  was  the  Kiver  Teme, 
but  in  order  to  get  there  on  the  principle  that 
"  the  farthest  wayround  is  the  nearest  way  home," 
I  entrained  for  Liverpool  (I  am  not  sure,  by  the 
way,  that  in  using  that  word  "entrained"  I  have 
not  unconsciously  added  a  new  and  very  useful 
word  to  our  common  tongue,  brief  and  expressive). 

I  found  nothing  to  fish  for  in  Liverpool,  but  I 
found  the  city  quite  alive  and  the  principal  streets 
being  painted  up  and  decorated  and  immense  pre- 
parations being  made  for  the  reception  of  His  Most 
(iracious  Majesty  King  Edward  VIL,  who  will 
honour  the  city  by  a  four  hours'  visit  on  July  19. 
He  is  coming — I  should  say  he  is  going  there — ^to 
lay  the  foundation-stone  of  the  finest,  the  largest, 
the  most  substantia)  cathedral  this  great  little 
island  of  ours,  swarming  as  it  already  does  with 
great  and  ancient  cathedrals,  has  ever  yet  pro- 
duced, and  indeed  it  will  be  one  of  the  most 
imposing  edifices  in  Europe,  standing  as  it  will 
on  St.  James's  Mount,  155  feet  above  the  river. 


Ita  two  great  towers  will  rear  their  lofty  heads 
415  feet  above  sea  level. 

It  will,  of  course,  take  many  years  to  build,  and 
I  shall  never  see  it  from  sea  or  land.  I  was  there- 
fpre  well  pleased  when  I  was  invited  by  one  of  my 
friends  to  visit  the  site.  He  has  everything  to  do 
with  the  organisation  of  the  choir  for  the  occasion, 
not  the  least  of  his  difficulties  being  to  select  one 
thousand  choristers  out  of  four  thousand  appli- 
cants. Very  substantial  staging  forming  a  vast 
amphitheatre  was  already  nearly  completed  when 
I  was  there.  The  space  allotted  for  my  friend's 
choir  forms  a  section  of  the  amphitheatre  imme- 
diately facing  the  dais  where  the  King  will  lay  the 
foundation-stone.  The  space  allotted  for  these 
one  thousand  choristers  is  just  sufficient  to  hold 
them  standing  up  and  packed  together  as  close  as 
herrings  in  a  barrel.  There  they  will  have  to  stand 
for  more  than  two  hours  without  any  covering, 
and  they  will  have  to  sing  under  such  a  broil- 
ing sun  as  that  we  are  now  having,  and  may 
naturally  expect  to  have  on  the  19th  inst.  The 
■vyhole  structure  is  built  to  accommodate  6000 
spectators.  I  wish  them  all  joy  if  the  sun  shines, 
or  if  the  rain  pours  down  upon  them ! 

I  have  been  greatly  impressed  with  the  imposing 
grandeur  of  this  triumph  of  modern  Gothic  archi- 
tecture. The  Cathedral  will  stand  in  a  clear  and  open 
space  of  twenty-two  acres.  It  will  possess  not  only 
the  highest  vaulted  roof,  but  the  highest  twin 
towers  in  the  country,  the  height  from  the  ground 
being  260  feet  and  above  sea  level  415  feet,  its 
•nperficial  area  about  90,000  sijuare  feet,  exceedmg 


that  of  any  other  cathedral  in  the  kingdom.  Mr. 
Bodley,  R.A.,  and  Mr.  G.  Gilbert  Scott  are  the 
joint  architects.  Its  exterior  will  be  full  of 
originality,  and  really  not  the  least  feature  will 
be  its  extraordinarily  conspicuous  position,  for  it 
will  be  the  first  object  in  the  distance  as  seen 
alike  by  ships  coming  up  from  the  sea  and  by 
travellers  by  road  or  rail.  The  accompanying 
illustration,  copied  from  the  official  programme, 
gives  a  good  idea  of  what  will  be  there  when  the 
cathedral  occupies  the  splendid  site. 

My  next  stopping  place  was  Church  Stretton. 
This  charming  big  village  or  little  town  is  now  in 
the  full  flush  of  greenery  and  flowers.  It  lies  on  the 
lap  of  the  Stretton  Hills — of  the  Longmynd  range 
— and  is  faced  by  the  classic  hill  known  as  Caradoc, 
where  Caractacus  defeated  the  Romans.  I  should 
much  like  to  stay  a  month  there  to  drink  its 
wonderful  waters  and  climb  the  surrounding  hills, 
but  it  has  one  drawback — there  is  no  river  there. 
If  such  a  river  as  the  Teme  ran  along  the  valley 
where  the  noisy  railway  now  runs,  it  would  be  a 
perfect  elysium  for  poor  hard-worked  weary  pilgrims 
to  renew  their  health  on  the  hills  and  be  happy 
by  that  pleasant  river,  but  although  there  is  no 
river,  there  is  good  fishing  to  be  had  not  many 
miles  away.  I  spent  a  day  there  and  left  it  with 
regret.  In  the  evening  I  entrained  for  Ludlow, 
and  Thursday,  July  7,  was  the  day  arranged  for 
our  bit  of  private  trout  and  grayling  fishing.  It 
was,  as  you  all  know,  a  splendid  day,  the  first  of 
the  series  of  hot  days  we  are  just  now  having.  We 


decided  that  to  fish  on  such  a  daj'  in  a  blazing  sun 
would  not  be  good  for  our  health,  and  certainly  not 
for  our  chance  of  catching  any  fish.  We  started,  a 
nice  little  party  of  us — two  fishermen,  one  lady,  a 
nurse,  and  two  children — a  very  promising  lot  for 
fish  catching  !  We  had  a  delightful  tea  under  an 
old  oak  tree,  strawberries  and  cream  and  all  the 
other  delectable  things  that  go  to  make  up  a  pretty 
picnic.  That  being  over,  the  two  anglers  went  to 
work.  There  was  a  big  trout,  a  two-pounder, 
just  under  the  bushes  on  our  side.  He  could 
only  be  got  at  by  a  sort  of  dabbing  process 
— that  is,  by  dropping  your  insect  very  gently 
through  the  branches  and  broad  green  leaves, 
no  easy  task  to  perform  without  disturbing  the 
trout.  I  did  not  attempt  this  cunning  device, 
first  because  it  is  not  the  sort  of  fishing  that  I  Hke 
or  approve  of,  and,  secondly,  because  I  should 
certainly  have  failed  if  I  had  made  the  attempt. 
My  brother  angler  is  young  and  lissome,  and  can 
easily  contort  his  limbs  and  body  into  any  needful 
position  to  carry  out  his  purpose,  but  with  all  his 
ingenuity,  master  trout  would  not  be  taken.  He 
disappeared  in  the  bank. 

We  followed  the  stream  for  a  short  distance,  and 
then  we  descended  a  st«ep  bank,  to  a  place  where 
the  position  on  our  side  left  us  free  of  the  bank 
and  overhanging  trees  behind  us  to  cast  over  a 
wide  spreading  stream,  where  trout  and  grayUng 
seemed  inclined  to  rise,  and  doubtless  would  have 
risen  freely  but  for  causes  hereafter  suggested,  and 
we  looked  for  sport.  Gradually  and  slowly  the 
impression  grew  upon  me  that  my  olfactory  nerves 


must  bo  unnaturally  quickened,  or  that  something 
was  wrong,  and  I  observed  to  my  companion  that 
surely  there  must  be  some  dead  and  putrefying 
animal  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  We 
moved  further  down  the  river,  but  still  thLs 
villainous  smell  pursued  us.  What  could  it  be? 
It  grow  worse  and  worse  as  we  proceeded.  It  was 
impossible  to  leave  it  behind,  and  equally  impossi- 
ble to  live  in  it;  we  must  give  it  ujj.  The  solution 
was  that  the  borough  authorities,  in  their  patriotic 
desire  to  free  their  beautiful  river  from  all  im- 
purities, had  recently  spent  many  thousands  of 
pounds  in  laying  out  a  model  sewage  farm  covering 
many  acres  of  mcadowland  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  and  not  sufficiently  far  away  to  prevent 
our  getting  the  full  benefit  of  the  effluvium  arising 
from  it,  and  as  the  wind  haj)pened  to  blow  precisely 
across  to  us  we  had  the  fullest  benefit  of  it.  I 
know  nothing  about  the  management  of  a  sewage 
farm,  but  under  ordinary  circumstances  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  all  objectionable  smells 
were  eSectually  nuUified  by  certain  antiseptic 
processes,  which  entirely  counteracted  putrefaction. 

The  borough  councillors — in  their  wisdom — seem 
to  have  adopted  some  new  theory,  supposed  to  be 
superior  to  any  other,  but  which  apparently  did 
not  work  ;  the  filtering  machinery  must  have  got 
choked,  and  one  of  the  consequences  has  been 
that  it  became  quite  impossible  to  angle  or  even 
walk  down  either  side  of  the  lovely  river  when 
this  wonderful  sewage  happened  to  be  windward 
of  it.  It  will  probably  cost  the  town  some 
thousands  to  put  this  bad  beginning  right.  The 
remedy  has  hitherto  proved  worse  than  the  disease, 
for  tainted  air  seems  to  me  to  be  as  bad  as  tainted 
water,  or  worse ;  from  the  former  there  is  no 
escape  when  one  is  to  windward,  whichever  way 
the  wind  blows,  but  one  is  not  obhged  to  drink 
sewage  water.  I  have  only  stated  a  fact,  in  no 
cavilling  spirit.  I  sjonpathise  with  the  local 
authorities  for  the  great  mistake  they  have  made, 
and  I  am  sfcrry  for  the  ratepayers,  who  will  have 
an  additional  drain  on  their  pockets,  but  it  is 
better  for  them  to  suffer  in  this  way  than  from  the 
sort  of  drainage  I  have  described. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  for  ourselves  we  might 
have  caught  many  fish  but  for  this  un  toward  circum- 
stance. It  seemed  to  me  that  the  fish  wanted  to 
rise,  but  could  not  dare  to  put  their  noses  outside 
the  water  on  account  of  the  horrible  stench  that 
pervaded  the  outer  world.  Better,  far  better,  wovild 
it  have  been  for  this  fine  stream  to  have  continued 
to  receive  the  sewage  of  that  old  town,  as  it  has 
done  for  many  hundreds  of  years  ;  the  fish  would 
have  enjoyed  it,  and  the  river  would  probably  be 
none  the  worse  for  the  small  body  of  sewage  which 
it  received  and  purified  by  its  great  volume  as  of 
yore.  My  young  friend  caught  one  trout  and  a 
brace  of  grayling,  and  I  got  one  adventurous  chub. 

As  we  drove  home  late  in  the  evening  our  pony 
sniffed,  and  sometimes  seemed  inclined  to  bolt 
from  the  tainted  air,  and  as  for  me,  I  sometimes 
think  that  my  nostrils  are  hardly  yet  free  of  the 
noisome  stench.  So  ended  my  daj''s  fishing,  the' 
only  day  I  have  had  for  many  months. 

The  Amatetjb  Asglee, 


ON  THE  TANA  IN  JULY. 


Commencing  about  a  mile  below  where  the 
tributary  stream  the  Levjok  enters  the  Tana 
river  on  the  Norwegian  side,  there  is  a  series  of 
heavy  rapids  some  five  miles  in  length,  to  traverse 
which  requires  no  small  amount  of  energy,  per- 
severance, and  labour  on  the  part  of  the  ascending 
salmon,  and  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  effort 
they  hang  about  in  the  pools  immediately  below 
for  some  time.  Sjumpo,  which  is  the  terminal 
pool  of  the  rapids  aforesaid,  is  almost  invariably 
full  of  fish  throughout  the  season  after,  say,  June 
15  to  20,  but  it  is  somewhat  deep  to  be  quite  first- 
class.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  whole  string  of 
splendid  pools  further  on.  and  so  the  neighbourhood 
of  Sjumpo  is  an  excellent  place  for  the  salmon 
angler.  Here  I  had  been  encamped  for  over  a 
fortnight,  enjoying  good  sport,  but  by  the  middle 
of  July  the  river  had  got  below  proper  fishing  level, 
and  my  daily  captures  had  shrunk  to  three  or  four 
"lax"  a  day.  On  the  14th  some  Karasjok  Lapps 
turned  up  on  their  way  to  the  upper  waters  direct 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  reported  a  great 
many  fish  there  waiting  to  come  up. 

The  salmon  that  do  not  enter  the  Tana  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  season  do  not,  I  have  observed, 
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exhibit  any  great  desire  to  go  very  far  up,  but 
content  themselvea  with  reaching  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Stor  Foss,  about  fifty  miles  up  from 
the  fjord.-  When  I  got  this  information  from  the 
Lapps  there  were  indications  of  a  pending  change 
in  the  weather  (which  for  long  had  been  very  fine), 
and  it  seemed,  under  the  circumstances,  desirable 
that  I  should  get  near  the  Foss  in  case  rain  should 
come.  I  therefore  worked  my  way  down  stream 
some  five-and-twenty  miles  to  where  the  Vietsjok, 
a  Russian  confluent,  enters  the  main  river.  Here 
are  four  or  five  big  and  splendid  pools,  which 
always  hold  fiish  even  in  low  water,  and  from  these 
I  made  sundry  additions  to  the  season's  bag — 
among  them  a  38-pounder  on  single  gut  and  a 
smallish  fly.  Nevertheless,  the  coming  rain — 
announced  by  the  continuously  falUng  aneroid — 
had  a  bad  effect  on  the  fish.-  Instead  of  rising 
freely  they  nursed  their  energies  in  order,  as  soon 
as  the  freshet  came,  to  force  their  way  to  their 
Miosen  spawning  grounds  further  up. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th,  after  a  dark  and 
gloomy  day,  with  squalls  from  the  south,  the  wind 
shifted  to  the  south-west  and  the  rain  began  to  come 
down  in  serious  earnest.  As  under  no  circumstances 
could  the  river  be  expected  to  rise  for  thirty-six 
hours,  even  with  the  assistance  of  its  far-extending 
tributaries,  and  as  our  camping  ground  was  a  fairly 
good  and  sheltered  one,  I  remained  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Vietsjok  that  night.  Then  next  morning  I 
sent  on  one  canoe,  with  tent,  etc.,  to  the  head  of 
the  Foss,  while  I  fished  down  the  intervening  ten 
miles  in  leisurely  fashion. 

To  put  it  mildy  the  weather  was  adapted  for  the 
use  of  waterproof  garments,  but  though  the  skies  were 
dark  and  "  weeping,"-  the  angling  prospects  were 
bright.  On  the  way  down  I  only  got  three  fish 
(all  slightly  ofE  colour)  and  one  erratically-disposed 
grilse,  and  neither  the  Lapps  nor  I  were  sorry  to 
see  our  canvas  abodes  erected  on  a  nice  piece  of 
flat  ground  on  the  Norwegian  side  of  the  river, 
at  the  head  of  the  pass  in  which  the  Tana  forms 
the  series  of  formidable  rapids  known  as  the 
Stor  Foss^ 

Ere  long  salmon  steaks  of  the  very  freshest  were 
grilling  in  the  midst  of  the  clear  birch-wood  fire 
already  lit,  modicums  of  hot  grog  were  served 
round,  the  Lapps  chattered  like  magpies,  and  in 
dn«  time  I  got  to  roost.  But  the  night  was  hardly 
a  pleasant  one,  for  the  mosquitoes  were  even  more 
virulent  than  usual,  and  in  spite  of  the  care  of 
my  Norwegian  servant,  several  had  got  inside  my 
curtain,  and  there  they  kept  up  their  dreadful 
c.ouoert.'  About  L30  I  turned  out,  the  discomfort 
was  too  great,  and,  moreover,  I  felt  very  keenj 
Although  the  sun's  rays  had  not  pierced  the  depths 
of  the  valley  it  was  broad  daylight,  and  the  weather 
signs  were  promising.  Below  it  was  quite  still — 
not  a  catspaw  flecked  the  smooth  surface  of  the 
river  before  it  entered  the  pass,  but  there  was  wind 
in  the  sky,  and  the  few  remaining  fragments  of 
rain  cloud  were  moving  with  considerable  speed 
from  the  westward.  Everything  was,  of  course, 
dripping  with  moisture.  Beneath  a  tiny  canvas 
construction  three  of  my  Lapps  slept,  the  fourth 
was  already  engaged  in  coaxing  a  fire  into  life — 
the  inevitable  coffee  kettle  suspended  over  it — and 
the  lemmings,  of  which  millions  were  on  the  mov© 
across  the  wastes,  were  beginning  to  bustle  about  in 
their  queer  way — to  thread  their  myriad  paths 
through  the  scanty  vegetation,  to  swarm  along  the 
banks  of  the  river  preparatory  to  swimming  it,  to 
fight  with  and  snap  at  one  another. 

In  a  very  few  minutes  I  was  in  one  of  the  canoes 
with  two  of  the  men.  It  was  in  the  lightest  of 
trim,  containing  as  it  did,  beyond  its  three  human 
occupants,  nothing  more  than  a  couple  of  salmon 
rods,  a  gaff,  and  a  fly  book,  and  the  quickly  repeated 
strokes  of  the  long,  pliant  birch  poles  made  it  rush 
up-stream  at  speed.  Before  commencing  operations 
we  landed  at  the  head  of  the  cast  known  as  Foss- 
holmen  to  arrange  details  inside  the  boat.  The 
grayling  were  on  the  feed  all  over  the  place;  a 
grilse  on  the  run  threw  itself  high  above  the  surface ; 
a  buzzard  hovering  overhead  uttered  its  wild  cry. 

Out  at  length  on  the  wide  bosom  of  the  stream 
we  floated,  one  Lapp  keeping  the  craft  head  on  to 
the  current  with  his  short  sculls,  the  other  seated  in 
the  stern  steering  with  his  broad  paddle,  I  between, 
with  my  two  rods  out,  their  butts  crossing  at  my 
feet.  Suddenly  there  is  a  heavy  plunge  dead  aft, 
one  of  the  rods  slowly  bends,  there  is  a  crash,  or, 
rather,  a  shriek  from  the  reel,  and  before  the  sacred 
name  of  Jack  Robinson  can  be  pronounced  150 
yards  of  line  have  been  taken  off.   The  Lapp  in 


the  stern  snatches  up  the  second  rod,  the  one  in 
the  bow  backs  for  all  he  is  worth,  both  scream  at 
the  top  of  their  voices,  and  we  are  in  the  middle  of 
a  big  fight.'  The  salmon  had  risen  in  unusually 
shallow  water,  and  so  scary  was  he  that,  paddle  as 
fast  as  we  might,  it  was  some  time  before  we  could 
materially  reduce  the  length  of  line  out  and  get  on 
something  like  terms  with  him.  Altogether  he  was 
a  most  energetic  fish,  and  did  his  level  best  to  get 
rid  of  the  Silver  Doctor  that  had  excited  his 
curiosity  ;  but  the  latter  maintained  its  hold  in  his 
jaw  to  the  end,  and  after  we  had  been  taken  down 
stream  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  my  favourite 
Lapp  gaffed  out  a  splendid  39 -pounder,  clean  run. 

We  poled  back  to  where  he  had  risen,  and  a 
little  below  that  spot — this  time  on  the  Russian 
side  of  the  river — a  second  fish  took  a  medium- 
sized  Durham  Ranger.  As  it  happened,  I  was 
landed  somewhat  prematurely,  and  when  it  was 
too  late  to  get  back  into  the  canoe,  the  fish  got 
out  an  altogether  unreasonable  length  of  line.  To 
make  matters  worse  a  big  tree-branch,  stranded 
against  a  stone  some  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  out  from 
the  bank,  came  in  sight.  By  scram  bUng  to  the  top 
of  some  rocks,  however,  I  just  managed  to  clear 
this  obstacle,  the  taut  line  touching  and  rolling  it 
over — mercifully  without  getting  entangled.  After 
proceeding  in  his  society  for  a  couple  of  hundred 
yards  further,  I  got  him  well  in  towards  the  shore, 
and  ere  long  he  joined  his  predecessor  in  the  boat, 
a  23-pounder,  very  slightly  off  colour.  Two  more 
salmon  rewarded  our  efforts  above  the  Foss,  an 
18-pounder  and  a  26-pounder,  before  the  sun  came 
out  hot  and  bright,  and  then  we  dropped  down  to 
camp  and  to  breakfast. 

The  river  had  risen  in  all  some  six  inches,  and 
the  water,  although  quite  transparent,  was  faintly 
tinged.  The  chances  were,  therefore,  in  favour  of  a 
respectable  bag;  but  the  sky  became  cloudless,  so 
rather  than  disturb  the  casts,  and  perhaps  lose 
several  fish  through  their  rising  badly,  I  waited  to 
see  what  kind  of  weather  the  afternoon  or  evening 
might  bring  forth.  The  interval  I  filled  up  with 
fishing  for  grayling,  of  which  there  were  plenty 
about,  and  in  watching  the  myriads  of  lemmings 
that  covered  the  face  of  the  country.  The  river 
banks  swarmed  to  such  an  extent  with  the  little 
rodents  that  in  places  it  seemed  as  if  the  very 
ground  were  moving,  and  not  a  rock  or  stone  which 
showed  an  area  of  a  single  square  foot  above  the 
surface  was  without  its  resting  group  of  migrants. 
About  4  p.m.  some  clouds  began  to  come  up  with 
a  nice  up-stream  breeze,  and  after  presenting  the 
Lapps  with  a  creelful  of  grayUng,  I  turned  out  again 
with  the  salmon  rods. 

Altogether  the  length  of  the  rapids  which  con- 
stitute the  Stor  Foss  is  about  a  mile.  The  lower 
portion  is  quite  unfishable  under  any  conditions  of 
water  whatever  owing  to  the  rough  character  of  the 
bed  of  the  river,  but  in  the  upper  part  there  are 
six  or  eight  places  among  the  torrents  and  boulders 
where  salmon  rest,  and  whic'n  it  is  possible  to  fish 
from  a  canoe  with  a  couple  of  clever  Lapps.  In 
the  heavy  water  the  fish  give  great  sport.  With 
the  best  of  tackle  it  is  not  easy  to  avoid  grief 
occasionally,  and  great  care  is  necessary  in  order  to 
clear  the  many  obstacles.  After  running  smoothly 
for  some  distance  the  Tana  contracts  to  less  than 
half  its  width,  and  then  the  rapids  begin.  At  the 
head  of  these,  just  before  the  river  enters  the  pass, 
there  is  a  small  but  excellent  cast  near  the  Nor- 
wegian bank,  and  here,  within  fifty  yards  of  our 
camp,  I  hooked  a  salmon.-  Luckily,  he  seemed 
disinclined  to  descend  the  stormy  waters  of  the 
Foss,  and  after  a  good  fight  he  was  gaffed  out — a 
24-pounder,  with  sea-lice  on  him — close  to  the  tent, 
where  we  left  him.  Another  fish  rose  in  the  same 
place,  but  he  remained  on  only  three  or  four  minutes 
and  departed.  The  Lapps  then  dropped  the  canoe 
quietly  down  stern  foremost  a  few  yards  to  where 
over  a  stony  ledge  part  of  the  river  streamed  into 
a  deepish  hole.  There  a  fish  at  once  seized  the  fly, 
and  without  disturbing  the  place  I  forced  him  into 
swifter  water,  down  which  we  followed  in  the  canoe, 
and  landed  him  some  distance  below  in  a  very 
awkward  corner  among  the  rocks — 221bj  The 
Lapps  then  forced  the  canoe  back  again  with  their 
birch  poles.  A  similar  performance  was  gone 
through  with  a  second  and  with  a  third  fish  from 
the  same  spot,  and  failing  to  get  any  further 
response  we  dropped  down,  this  time  very  gingerly 
indeed,  to  the  next  cast. 

This  was  a  deep,  black  hole  behind  a  gigantic 
boulder  in  mid-stream,  on  either  side  a  tremendous 
torrent  of  water  foaming  by;    There  I  got  into  a 


heavy  salmon;  but  my  utmost  efforts  failed  to 
prevent  his  going  down,  and  away  we  went  in  pur- 
suit, shipping  a  lot  of  water  on  the  way:  At  last  I 
got  a  pull  and  was  landed,  holding  on  all  I  knew^ 
and  victory  seemed  imminent;  but  just  as  the  fish, 
which  must  certainly  have  been  over  301b.-, 
floundered  to  the  surface  and  the  gafi  was  on  the 
point  of  being  thrust  into  his  broad  flank,  the 
sorely  tried  ■  hold  gave,  and  he  retired  once  more 
into  private  lifej  Two  more  fish,  18lb.  and  211bj 
respectively,  were  then  added  to  the  bag,  and 
wishing  to  try  the  pool  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  I 
walked  down  through  the  birch  woods  to  it,  while 
the  Lapps  negotiated  the  canoe  through  the  rough 
water.  This  pool  is  very  similar  to  Sjumpo,  too 
deep  to  be  a  first-class  rising  one,  but  always 
holding  a  lot  of  fish  waiting  to  ascend  the  rapids 
above ;  it  is  full  of  sharp  edged  rocks  and  boulders, 
and  the  best  place  is  at  the  extreme  tail,  where  the 
water  shallows  away  into  the  outflowing  stream. 
On  this  occasion  nothing  moved  until  we  got  down' 
there,  and  then  an  immense  salmon  surged  up  and 
seized  the  fly.  Into  the  main  pool  he  came  without 
giving  much  trouble,  and  I  was  landed  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  to  play  him.  It  seemed  as  if 
nothing  could  be  more  favourable  than  my  position, 
for  he  kept  very  deep,  and  I  stood  over  him  with 
a  comparatively  short  line  out  and  a  very  heavy 
strain  on.  But,  alas!  "There's  many  a  slip.'' 
After  having  been  on  for  the  best  part  of  half  an 
hour,  and  when  everything  seemed  to  be  going 
well,  the  rod  suddenly  straightened  and  the  line 
came  limply  back  minus  the  fly  and  half  the  cast. 
The  fish  had  sawed  the  treble  gut  through  on  some 
sharp  rock  near  the  bottom,  and  had  thereby  saved 
his  libeFty ! 

Personally,  "  I  did  not  feel  equal  to  the  occasion,"- 
but  the  Lapps  "cussed'-  freely  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  and  then  we  poled  up  the  rapida 
back  to  camp. 

Reference  to  the  immense  numbers  of  seals  which 
frequent  the  great  sandbanks  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tana  and  the  lower  channel  of  the  river  itself  may 
not  be  inappropriate  here;  These  creatures  ascend 
the  Alten  to  the  fosses  at  Sanko,  about  thirty-five 
miles  from  the  sea,  and  the  Lax  Elv,  nearly  as  far,- 
but  they  have  been  seen  at  Assabagti  on  one  of  the 
main  branches  of  the  Tana,  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  from  salt  water.  The  great  sandbanks 
at  the  mouth  of  the  last-named  river,  and  in  the 
tidal  part  of  its  course,  are  well  adapted  for  the 
capture  of  these  animals,  and  in  the  old  days  the 
big  seal  hunts  on  the  Tana  were  celebrated. 

In  autumn  when  the  river  was  low,  and  it  was 
known  that  a  great  number  of  seals  had  passed  up, 
an  express  messenger  was  sent  up  along  both  banks ; 
and  from  each  little  settlement  there  generally  came 
two  men  with  four  salmon  nets  in  order  to  form  an 
obstruction  right  across  the  river  above  tidal  in- 
fluence. Strong  stakes  were  driven  into  the  sand, 
and  between  these  double  salmon  nets  were  ex- 
tended so  closely  that  the  seals  could  pass  neither 
over  nor  under  them;  In  mid-stream  there  was 
formed  either  a  square  chamber,  into  which  the  seals 
were  driven,  or  a  narrow  wedge-shaped  opening 
which  led  to  a  large  bag  made  of  quadruple  salmon 
netting.  Here  two  boats  were  placed,  with  a  couple 
of  men  in  each,  to  despatch  the  seals  when  they 
thrust  their  heads  above  water ;  whilst  the  other 
participators  in  the  hunt — far  up  the  river — drove 
the  creatures  down  towards  the  barrier  by  means 
of  a  salmon  net  that  extended  from  bank  to  bank; 
As  this  performance  was  calculated  to  scare  the 
salmon,  it  was  only  carried  out  after  the  fish  had 
ceased  to  run,  and  only  when  there  was  but  little 
water  in  the  river.  The  largest  number  of  seals 
known  to  have  been  captured  in  the  manner  above 
described  on  any  one  occasion  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty. 

On  the  sandbanks  outside  of  the  mouth  of  the 
river  seals  were  also  captured  in  the  old  days  in  a 
curious  manner.  At  low  water  a  long  timber  log 
was  buried  in  a  sandbank  to  which  the  seals  were 
in  the  habit  of  repairing  at  high  tide,  and  to  this 
were  attached  between  twenty  and  thirty  sharp 
hooks  about  a  foot  long,  each  with  its  point 
turned  towards  the  river;  In  the  log  were  four 
holes,  through  each  of  which  a  stake  was  driven 
several  feet  into  the  sand,  while  both  ends  were 
fastened  by  ropes  to  strong  pegs  placed  further  up 
in  the  sandbank,  and  all  was  buried  so  deep  that 
the  seals  could  neither  see  rope  nor  stakes; 

When  these  preparations  were  completed  watch 
was  kept  in  order  to  observe  exactly  when,  after 
the  seals  bad  gone  up  with  the  rising  tide,  the 
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[  water  in  falUng  again  stood  at  suoh  a  height  that 

\  the  points  of  the  hooks  were  just  about  two  or 

i  three  inches  under  the  surface.-  The  men  then 
approached  the  seals  quietly  as  they  lay  in  numbers 
on  the  sand,  a  shot  was  suddenly  fired,  all  the 
creatures  floundered  into  the  water,  and  as  they 
made  towards  the  sea  were  caught  on  the  points  of 
the  hooks.    The  men  then  despatched  them  with 

.  clubs,  a  process,  however,  which  had  to  be  carried 
out  quickly,  as  if  many  seals  were  transfixed  by  the 

I  hooks  at  the  same  time  they  were  apt  to  tear  away 
the  log  and  carry  it  with  them.    This  peculiar 

I  method  of  capture  has  now  been  done  away  with. 
The  seals  are  still  to  be  seen  in  great  numbers  on 
the  sandbanks,  but  although  they  do  as  much 
injury  as  ever  to  the  salmon  they  are  not  so  much 
sought  after.    The  value  of  their  skins  is  not  so 

[  great  as  in  the  old  days.  Rugde. 


LOUGH  TALT. 

I  NOTICE  that  Heames  recently  reported  a  catch 
of  forty- two  trout,  weighing  19^1b.,  from  Lough  Talt. 
Visitors  to  Ballina  would  do  well  to  make  a  note 
of  this.  It  is  by  no  means  an  exceptional  basket 
of  fish  for  that  water,  and  is,  indeed,  not  much 
above  the  average  on  a  good  day. 

It  is  passing  strange  that  visitors  to  the  West  of 
Ireland  do  not  pay  more  attention  to  these  waters 
that  are  off  the  beaten  track.  They  will  bake  their 
brains  in  a  bUstering  boat  on  Coim,  Cullen,  or  some 
other  well-known  and  over-fished  water,  all  to  no 


'  purpose.  Yet  within  a  few  miles  there  is  excep- 
tionally good  trout  fishing  to  be  had,  and  a  pleasant 
change  into  the  bargain.    Such  a  water  is  Talt.  It 

,  does  not  fish  so  well  as  it  did  ten  years  ago,  but  it 
is  a  very  excellent  water  stills 

It  is  a  grand  drive  from  Ballina  to  Talt — 
through  tjrpical  Mayo  scenery,  past  the  quaint 
village  of  Bonniconlon,  and  so  on  through  wild 

'  moorland  and  into  the  very  heart  of  the  rugged 
mountains.  When  half  the  journey  is  completed, 
turn  around  and  look  at  the  lovely  view.  The 
whole  valley  of  the  Moy  lies  mapped  out  below,  and 
nestling  under  Nephin  is  Conn  and  Cullen,  while  the 
mountain  itself  forms  a  prominent  feature  in  the 

1  background.  Arrived  at  the  lough,  you  will  find  it 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 

I  which  is  saying  a  lot  in  its  favour.  From  its  shores 
the  mountains  rear  their  remaining  height  on  all 

1  sides,  and  the  whole  water  gives  one  the  impression 

I  that  it  must  hold  trout.  It  is  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  long  (English)  by  half  a  mile  broad  at  the 

'widest  part.  It  must  be  fished  from  a  boat,  and 
some  excellent  craft  can  be  hired  close  by  at  the 
post-office,  pub.,  and  general  stores  (all  in  one !)  from 
the  proprietor,  Mr.  .).  Kilcannon,  who  is  a  very 
demon  at  trout  fishing,  and  knows  every  inch  and 
every  humour  of  the  lough.  Comfortable  quarters 
can  be  had  here  if  you  are  making  a  stay,  but  it  is 
most  important  that  you  communicate  with  Mr. 


Kilcannon  beforehand,  or  you  will  find  the  only 
rooms  let.  His  address  is  Lough  Talt,  co.  Sligo,  for 
this  water  is  just  on  the  borders  of  that  county. 

Talt  fishes  best  in  June,  July,  and  August.  The 
trout  will  average  three  to  the  pound,  and  your 
basket  may  consist  of  anything  between  one  dozen 
and  a  gross  ;  catches  of  from  two  dozen  to  three 
dozen  are  quite  common,  especially  in  a  favourable 
July.  The  Talt  trout  rise  like  a  flash  of  lightning, 
and  you  must  be  quick  to  hook  them  ;  even  then 
you  will  not  basket  more  than  three  fish  out  of  every 
dozen  you  rise — this  as  a  rule.  The  exception 
occurs  on  the  real  big  days,  when  you  may  fish  with 
four  flies  of  almost  any  pattern  and  again  and  again 
hook  and  land  four  fish  at  a  time.  There  are  other 
good  little  loughs  in  the  district,  notably  one  in 
which  the  fish  are  few,  but  run  to  a  heavy  weight. 
I  have  seen  a  3^-pounder  from  it,  and  heard  of  5 
and  6-pounders. 

My  best  day  on  Talt  resulted  in  four  dozen 
fish  some  four  or  five  years  ago.  I  paid  the  water 
another  visit  last  September,  but  the  season  was 
too  far  advanced,  and  I  creeled  only  a  dozen  fish. 

Just  an  ordinary  10ft.  or  10ft.  6in.  rod  will  do. 
The  flies  I  have  foiind  kill  best  are  dressed  by  Jim 
Heames,  and  the  most  taking  patterns  are  Claret  and 
Mallard,  Orange  and  Partridge,  and  large  Olive  Dun. 
Fish  fine,  and  stick  to  your  work.  On  Talt,  as 
elsewhere,  the  lake  fisher  who  keeps  his  flies  on  the 
water  longest  in  the  end  kills  most  fish. 

Charges  for  boat  and  refreshment  are  very 
moderate,  and  it  is  the  same  with  the  diggings 
when  they  are  available.  E.  S.  S. 


THE  INDIFFEKENT  ANGLEK. 

YoTT  have  all  seen  him.  His  every  movement 
seems  to  saj',  "  I  do  not  care  whether  I  catch  any 
fish  or  not."  There  is  no  go,  Hfe,  or  enthusiasm  in 
him.  He  will  take  no  end  of  trouble  to  try  and 
make  all  he  can  beheve  that  he  is  an  angler,  but  very 
httle  indeed  to  be  one.  Why  is  more  than  I  can 
tell.  In  his  desire  to  accomplish  his  object  he  often 
makes  a  great  mistake  about  those  he  would  con- 
vince, and  is  only  laughed  at  behind  his  back  for  his 
pains.  The  indifferent  angler  seems  to  think  one 
has  only  to  sling  a  pannier  or  bag  over  one's  shoulder 
with  a  Httle  tackle  and  bait  in  them,  arm  oneself 
with  a  fishing  rod,  and  the  thing  is  done.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  you  have  noticed  how  dehghted  he  is 
if  he  can  meet  with  an  angler  fool  enough  to  believe 
him.  He  knows  nothing  about  catching  and  pre- 
paring worms  for  bait  or  the  best  period  they  should 
be  used,  breeding  gentles,  how  to  make  a  bit  of 
paste  as  it  should  be  made,  or  baiting  a  swim,  than 
the  man  in  the  moon.  Scores  of  times  I  have  seen 
him  throw  his  worms  in  a  stream  where  it  was  im- 
possible to  fish  over  them,  especially  when  baiting 
an  eddy,  very  few  grounding  in  the  heart  of  the 
swim.  He  could  no  more  cast  from  the  reel  than 
he  could  cast  a  cannon,  and  you  may  rely  upon  it 
that  he  has  never  watched  a  worm  seizing  various 
objects  when  half-way  out  of  the  ground  on  a  wet, 


muggy  evening  even  before'dark.  He  seems  quite 
indifferent  to  the  hundred  and  one  interesting 
objects  connected  with  angling,  and  if  you  told  him 
caddis  grubs  turned  to  flics  he  would  most  certainly 
think  that  you  were  romancing ;  and  with  respect 
to  reeling  in  a  long  length  of  fine  line  on  acenlre-pin 
or  check  reel  quickly  I  do  not  suppose  he  evci  saw 
it  done.  When  one  is  winding  up  the  line  with  the 
right  hand,  with  the  butt  of  the  rod  prfsaed  njrninst 
the  left  groin  with  the  left  liMnd,  the  (list  ]i;int  of 
the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand  must  be  constantly 
on  the  move  (to  and  fro  under  and  across  the  line 
as  it  were),  and  guide  it  on  the  barrel ;  with  a  little 
practice  it  comes  quite  natural  and  is  a  simple 
operation,  yet  I  have  seen  an  indifferent  angler  with 
it  all  in  a  heap  on  one  side  of  the  reel,  sometimes 
close  up  to  the  edge  of  it.  Again,  when  float-fishing 
one  can  often  see  him  winding  up  twenty-five  or 
thirty  yards  of  fine  with  the  handle  of  the  reel  like 
a  windlass,  when  by  striking  the  outer  and  revolving 
rim  of  a  quick-running  reel  sharply  a  few  times  with 
the  fingers  of  the  right  hand  he  could  get  the  float 
to  the  tip  of  his  rod  in  a  fifth  of  the  time  and  with 
much  less  disturbance.  Very  seldom  indeed  is  his 
rod,  float,  or  bottom  tackle  suited  for  the  fish  he  is 
going  to  catch,  and  although  he  has  been  an  angler 
some  years  he  could  no  more  put  a  worm  three  or 
four  inches  in  length  on  the  hook  without  piercing, 
breaking  it  in  halves,  or  otherwise  maiming  it  than 
fly.  More  often  than  not  one  will  see  him  fishing 
with  the  wrong  bait  at  the  wrong  period — 
stewed  wheat  instead  of  caddis  or  gentles  in  June, 
for  instance  ;  and  when  he  arrives  at  the  water  side, 
instead  of  sitting  down,  being  very  still,  and  keeping 
out  of  sight,  or  hiding  near  a  bush,  behind  a 
"  tussock  "  of  grass,  a  few  rushes,  or  other  aquatic 
vegetation,  one  can  often  see  him  standing  near  a 
comparatively  shallow  swim,  the  water  as  clear  as 
crystal,  and  constantly  throwing  in  and  out,  simply 
because  he  is  stupid  enough  to  attempt  the  im- 
possible in  trying  to  fish  a  swim  he  has  not  the  rod, 
tackle,  nor  skill  to  command,  and  the  fish  can  see 
liis  every  movement,  instead  of  choosing  an  eddy 
or  "  hover  "  caused  by  a  jutting  bank  or  sharp  bend 
where  a  fish  would  have  a  chance  to  see  his  bait  as 
it  floated  with  the  current.  The  indifferent  angler 
thinks  it  is  too  much  trouble  to  give  them  the 
chance.  If  you  were  to  tell  him  that  he  might  sit 
down  and  light-leger  in  a  quiet  swim,  either  with  or 
without  a  float,  with  a  single  pear  or  barley-corn- 
shaped  lead  on  a  fine  Une,  with  a  l2oz.  not  too 
whippy  rod,  in  these  exposed  places,  with  little  or 
no  disturbance,  he  would  probably  answer,  "  Dear 
me,  I  never  thought  of  it !  "  Many  clever  anglers 
use  them  in  the  Lea  with  a  small  3Jin.  or  3Jin. 
black  wooden  float  to  perfection,  the  white  quill- 
tipped  tell-tale  standing  out  like  a  snag.  It  is  ten 
to  one  that  his  rod  would  be  either  too  stiff  or 
whippy  for  the  work.  They  are  both  bad,  and 
there  is  not  much  to  choose  between  them.  The 
reel  fittings  are  often  so  near  the  end  of  the  butt — ■ 
in  fact,  the  lower  reel  fitting  often  part  and  parcel 
of  it — that  it  is  impossible  to  either  cast  or  strike 
properly.  Instead  of  an  inch  and  a  quarter,  the 
lower  reel  fitting  should  be  at  least  llin.  or  a  foot 
from  the  end  of  the  butt.  It  is  astonishing  what  a 
difference  it  makes  in  striking,  casting,  and  playing 
a  fish  if  the  rod  is  not  adapted  for  a  certain  style 
and  for  catching  certain  fish — no  matter  how  good 
the  hne,  reel,  float,  and  bottom  tackle  may  be,  it  is 
next  to  useless.  The  indifferent  angler's  rod  more 
often  than  not  would  not  hold  a  barbel,  is  too 
whippy  for  roach,  too  long  for  legering,  and  too 
short  for  chub. 

I  have  taken  both  barbel  and  chub  in  a  swim 
where  there  was  no  chance  of  hiding  with  the  lead 
referred  to — where  a  float  would  have  been  out  of 
place.  When  the  indifferent  angler  thinks  all  is 
right  something  is  mostly  wrong,  and  heaven  pity 
the  man  who  attempts  to  correct  him.  On  one 
occasion  I  was  out  fishing  ^vith  one  of  these  extra- 
ordinary and  erratic  anglers  for  the  day,  and  he 
particularly  wanted  to  impress  upon  the  gentleman 
who  rented  the  fishery  that  he  was  a  good  angler. 
I  found  this  out  afterwards.  Presently  he  hooked 
a  good  perch  near  a  bush  (I  could  show  you  the  spot 
within  a  yard),  and  messed  about  with  it  until  with 
its  formidable  dorsal  fins  erected  it  was  ^-iciously 
making  straight  for  the  bush.  He  never  attempted " 
to  stop  it,  and  seeing  there  would  be  a  break,  I  said. 
"  Let  me  have  the  rod."  Fortunately  he  did,  and 
I  just  turned  the  perch  in  the  nick  of  time.  After 
his  friend  had  gone  back  to  his  rod,  with  a  face  as 
black  as  night  jay  friend  said,  "  What  on  earth 
made  you  give  me  away  like  that  for  ?  "    May  I 
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ask,  would  he  not  have  given  himself  away  far  more 
if  the  perch  had  not  been  stopped  ? — but  this  is  the 
indifferent  angler  all  over.  The  fact  is,  he  is  not  a 
bom  angler ;  it  is  all  haphazard  with  him,  and  on 
this  account  he  shirks  all  the  trouble  he  can,  entirely 
forgetting  that  one  must  leave  no  stone  unturned 
nowadays  to  succeed.  If  these  cursory  observa 
tions  have  any  influence  in  making  the  indifferent 
angler  especially  mend  his  ways,  and  inducing  him 
to  turn  over  a  new  leaf  and  do  things  for  himself 
more  instead  of  relying  upon  others,  angle  and  not 
pretend  to  angle,  and  show  a  love  for  the  sport  for 
the  sport's  sake,  these  remarks  will  not  have  been 
made  in  vain.  Old  Angler. 


QUEER  FISHING  AT  CALAIS. 

I  WAS  going  to  say  "  Funny  Fishing,"  for 
alliteration's  sake,  but  feared  it  might  get 
printed  "  Tunny  Fishing,"  which  would  be  mis 
leading,  for  we  have  not  any  tunnies,  and  our  sea 
fish  are  mostly  of  the  small  order.  Recorded  in  the 
Field  of  June  25  was  the  depressing  opening  of  the 
coarse-fishing  season  on  June  19,  when,  in  the 
course  of  an  afternoon's  stroll  by  the  canal  side, 
134  patient  anglers  were  counted,  many  scoring 
blanks,  and  only  three  fish  seen  killed — a  lib.  tench, 
a  baby  bream,  and  a  flounder  !  Also  my  own  poor 
opening  on  the  afternoon  of  June  20,  with  ten  roach 
and  a  small  bream,  on  paste.  Going  down  to  the 
docks  late  the  next  afternoon  with  a  16ft.  bamboo, 
fine  line,  and  long  gut  trace,  terminated  by  a  small 
silvered  leaden  jigger,  surmounted  by  five  tiny 
blood-red  "  flies  "  on  short  droppers,  I  found  a  few 
fat  silvery  sprats  on  the  move,  caught  some  on  the 
jigger,  but  more,  I  am  glad  to  say,  on  the  Uttle  red 
"  worm  flies,"  on  one  of  which,  on  a  previous  day, 
I  had  caught  a  good-sized  eel  in  mid-water. 

The  breeze-ruffled,  clear  blue  water  in  the  after- 
noon sun-glow,  and  the  animation  of  incoming  and 
outgoing  steamers,  saiUng  ships,  and  tugs,  made  the 
scene  a  pleasant  one  enough,  while  big,  bright-looking 
Scandinavian  steamers,  discharging  heavy  cargoes 
of  pine  pit-props  for  district  coal-mines,  stirred 
fragrant  memories  of  far-away  Norwegian  pine- 
forests,  of  broad  and  rushing  rivers,  brightly- painted 
wooden  farm-houses,  happy  tussles  with  strong 
silvery  salmon  and  Uvely  sea-trout.  Soon,  sprats 
ceasing  to  respond  to  my  ofiers,  I  wended  my  way 
through  the  busy,  friendly  fishing  quarter  to  the 
long  wooden  West  Pier,  to  see  if  the  flood-tide  had 
brought  any  surface  fish  about.  The  first  I  saw 
was  a  small  pollack  swimming  near  the  side.  He 
made  a  rush  at  the  jerking  jigger,  but  was  missed. 
Next  came  two  vicious  lesser  weevers,  requiring  the 
pocket-knife  to  remove  and  settle  them.  Nearer  the 
pier-head  the  surface  was  frequently  broken  by  the 
swift  dash  and  scurry  of  darting  sand-eels  or 
launces,  many  over  1ft.  long.  I  soon  caught  a 
small  one  on  the  jigger,  and  missed  one  of  the  biggest. 
Two  others  followed  at  intervals,  fairly  hooked  in 
the  mouth  on  the  little  red  flies.  Sprats  were  also 
about,  and  frequently  hooked,  and  fine  fat  fellows 
they  were  and  very  sweet  eating  they  proved,  and 
I  think  there  were  a  few  genuine  sardines  among 
them,  but  had  not  time  for  a  careful  examination 
among  my  three  dozen.  They  make  very  good 
pike-baits  when  perfectly  fresh. 

On  the  Wednesday,  up  in  the  pleasant  valley  of 
the  Hemm,  with  its  rich  green  woods  and  orchards, 
its  waving  cornfields,  flower- spangled  meadows  and 
pastures,  its  patriotic  suggestions  of  red  poppies, 
white  marguerites,  and  bright  blue  corn-cockles,  I 
found  the  effect  of  the  May  Fly  glut,  and  of  a  sharp 
lowering  of  the  water  in  the  afternoon,  completely 
fatal  to  my  chance  of  trout.  One  big  brown  fellow 
under  a  willow  in  a  still  mill-pound  swam  slowly  up 
to  glance  critically  and  contemptuously  at  an  alder 
without  even  dimpling  the  water. 

From  the  grey  old  fern- studded  bridge  at  Nor- 
dausques — whence,  on  my  last  visit,  making  an  extra 
long  cast  of  a  Tuppy's  Indispensable,  at  a  trout 
rising  at  apparently  hopeless  range  in  unruffled 
water,  I  reached  and  hooked  him,  and  he  was  deftly 
landed  by  a  pretty  girl  who  came  running  out  from 
the  Uttle  inn  where  she  and  her  fair  sister  were  pre- 
paring my  lunch — the  same  fly  was  taken  on  this 
occasion  by  a  fish  in  the  same  position,  and  taken 
away  too,  for  he  seized  it  just  as  it  was  being  with- 
drawn from  the  water  smartly  for  another  long 
cast.  A  very  old  acquaintance,  at  a  difficult  corner 
lower  down,  gave  me  one  short  rise,  and  I  was  glad 
to  see  that  this  burly  old  dodger,  which  I  have  missed 
several  times  this  season,  has  not  succumbed  to  the 
wiles  of  local  anglers  dangling  fat,  flmtering  live  May 


Flies  over  him.  In  a  mill-tail  in  the  evening  ^ 
small  perch  on  a  sunk  hackle  fly,  and  another  on  a 
tiny  Devon  spun  in  hope  of  trout,  saved  a  sunny  and 
sulky  day  from  blank  fishlessness. 

So  I  tried  salt  water  the  next  evening,  not  going 
out,  because  of  late  tide,  till  5  p.m.,  caught  a  few 
sprats  in  the  docks,  went  on  the  pier,  where  I  found 
sprats  scarce  and  launces  plentiful  but  shy,  and 
about  high  tide  bigger  fish  were  seen  outside  the 
pier,  scad  or  horse-mackerel,  in  eager  chase  of  small 
sprats  or  brit,  breaking  the  water  with  swift  swirls 
and  silvery  spray-splashes,  and  soon  their  grey- 
brown  backs  were  seen  scurrying  through  the  tide 
wash  in  the  square  openings  between  the  black  cross 
timbers  outside  the  pier,  and  a  veteran  expert  at  my 
side  hurried  away  to  get  his  long  rod,  and  I  dropped 
my  jigger  here  and  there  among  the  dashing  fish  at 
imminent  risk  of  hooking  the  black  timbers  among 
which  it  came  so  quickly,  and  fish  after  fish  made  a 
dash  at  it,  but  came  short ;  then  I  hung  a  small 
sprat  on  one  of  the  hooks  ;  it  was  seized,  and  I 
swung  on  to  the  pier,  with  no  law  given,  a  vigorous 
pounder.  And  my  French  comrade  returns  with  a 
25ft.  rod,  long  gut  trace,  and  beautifully-made 
slender  bait  on  single  hook,  of  a  special  gutta- 
percha, brightly  silvered,  with  a  touch  of  green  on 
the  back,  and  there  is  a  slim  pipe-lead  half  a  yard 
above  the  hook,  and  the  veteran  swings  it  quietly 
out  whenever  the  scurrying  shoal  makes  one  of  its 
sudden  swift  approaches,  and  draws  the  silvery  lure 
swiftly  through  the  clear  water,  and  soon,  after  a 
brief  and  stubborn  struggle,  swings  steadily  on  to 
the  pier  a  fine  scad  of  fully  \\\h.,  and  presently 
another,  and  a  second  falls  to  my  lot  on  my  heavier 
bait.  And  suddenly  the  sea  is  smooth  and  quies- 
cent ;  I  think  the  fish  have  gone  off  for  the  night, 
and  I  know  it  is  near  dinner-time,  so  I  pack  up,  and, 
of  course,  as  soon  as  I  have  done  so,  the  wild  roving 
fish  suddenly  reappear,  and  my  quiet  old  neighbour 
is  among  them  again,  and  gets  three  more  fine 
specimens,  and  I  hurry  home  with  twenty- two 
sprats,  two  scad,  three  launces — plus  three  lesser 
weevers,  returned. 

An  hour  later  next  evening  I  only  catch  four 
sprats  in  the  docks,  all  big,  when  I  want  small  ones 
for  bait,  and  on  the  pier  at  half-flood  I  flnd  an 
amateur  and  his  wife,  fishing  with  two  rods  and 
lugworm  bait  on  the  bottom.  He  has  only  caught 
one  fish,  but  that  is  a  large  sole,  a  somewhat  rare 
prize,  though  last  year  I  heard  of  one  man  getting 
four  on  a  tide.  No  surface  fish  show  up,  so  I 
retreat  to  the  family  chalet  on  the  beach,  within 
sight  and  sound  of  the  gay  Casino  and  its  music, 
and  enjoy  a  cold  dinner  before  returning  to  the  pier 
in  hopes  of  an  "  evening  rise  "-  of  those  wild  horse- 
mackerel.  The  sky  is  overcast  with  thick  clouds,  a 
strong  west  wind  blows  coolly,  a  heavy  shower 
drives  me  to  shelter,  where  the  angler's  wife,  simi- 
larly driven,  excites  me  by  the  news  that  the  scad  are 
"  rising  like  anything."  Soon  I  am  on  the  spot, 
and  my  veteran  friend  with  the  thin,  silvery  bait 
has  already  swung  up  two  fine  fellows,  which  are 
kicking  on  the  wooden  floor,  but  he  says  they  are 
taking  badly.  The  wind  blows  too  strongly  in  my 
teeth  for  proper  casting  of  two  light  artificials  I 
have  specially  rigged  up  for  trial,  and  I  resort  to  the 
leader  jigger,  with  strips  of  the  big  sprats.  I  land 
one  good  scad,  lose  five,  which,  light-hooked,  fall 
back  with  a  sounding  splash ;  the  veteran  again  does 
weU ;  another  angler  comes  on  the  scene  wdth  a 
white  artificial  sand-eel  on  treble  gut,  and  Soon  gets 
broken,  surely  by  something  bigger  than  scad,  and 
presently  hangs  up  hard  and  fast  in  the  black 
timber.  And  the  veteran  angler  lands  five  and 
loses  more,  and  a  young  one  with  an  extra  long  rod 
and  thin  dehcate  bait  does  about  the  same  ;  but 
the  queerest  fishing  of  all  is  done  by  a  powerful 
young  fellow,  bare-legged,  standing  on  the  partly 
submerged  outer  cross-beams,  all  awash  with  the 
fierce  incoming  tide  driven  by  the  wild  west  wind, 
grasping  a  long-handled  landing-net,  with  which  he 
makes  swift  and  skilful  dashes  at  the  darting  fish 
as  they  rush  like  lightning  beneath  his  feet,  and  he 
seldom  misses,  but  scoops  out  a  dozen  or  more  in 
swift  succession,  and  his  last  capture  is  a  great 
flounder  of  21b.  or  over,  swimming  in  close  to  the 
surface !  The  scad  may  generally  be  looked  for  here 
in  summer  when  the  flood-tide  comes  from  6  p.m.  to 
8  p.m.,  not  showing  up  on  morning  tides. 

Sometimes  they  have  come  well  inside  the  pier, 
and  been  caught  on  tight  lines  and  ordinary-leaded 
paternoster  with  long  light  spreaders  held  a  little 
off  the  bottom,  hooks  baited  with  tiny  sprats  or 
halves  of  larger  ones,  and  I  have  known  captures  of 
two  dozen  or  more  made  in  this  way;  but  now  they 


seem  to  keep  more  outside,  and  are  then  only  to  be 
caught  by  surface-fishing  with  very  long  rods  and 
small  glittering  baits,  and  must  be  swung  straight 
out,  or  they  will  be  under  those  grim  black  timbers 
in  a  jiffy,  and  then  good-bye  to  fish  and  bait !  I 
have  described  this  exciting  fishing  somewhat 
minutely,  because  it  strikes  me  that  shoals  of 
Caranx  trachurus  may  similarly  visit  some  Enghsh 
piers,  and  afford  diversion  to  sea-anglers. 

On  the  next  afternoon,  trying  a  neighbouring 
canal,  half  a  gale  of  wind  raised  such  waves  as  made 
quiet  roach-fishing  hopeless,  and  I  only  caught  a 
couple  on  paste,  and  an  eel  when  trying  for  perch 
with  worm. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  at  the  same  place,  half-an- 
hour  by  rail  from  town,  I  found  two  family  parties 
who  had  been  fishing  there  since  morning  with  fair 
success,  one  lad,  in  addition  to  about  lOlb.  of  roach, 
getting  a  couple  of  bream  of  31b.  and  2Jlb.,  thf 
earliest  captures  I  have  heard  of  in  this  neighbour 
hood,  where  these  burly  fellows  do  not  generally 
come  well  on  the  feed  before  the  middle  of  July.  A 
strong  current  setting  in,  and  my  tackle  being  too 
light,  I  only  got  eight  roach,  and  struck  off  in  a 
bream. 

I  have,  perhaps,  spun  too  long  a  yarn,  but  hope  f  n 
have  said  something  new  as  to  queer  fishing,  and  to 
have  shown  that  for  the  quiet  angler  who,  likr 
myself,  is  always  happy  as  long  as  he  is  in  bright  sur- 
roundings, by  the  side  of  water,  salt  or  fresh,  whicli 
he  knows  to  hold  fish  of  some  kind,  and  trying  his 
best  to  catch  some,  varied  opportunities  are  not 
lacking  around  the  pleasant  seaport  of  Calais,  and  1 
must  not  forget  to  mention  that  grey  mullet,  up  to 
l^lb.  or  more,  have  recently  been  caught  in  thr 
docks  in  early  morning  with  paste  on  strong  roach- 
tackle,  but  yesterday  before  breakfast  six  patient 
men,  of  whom  I  was  one,  did  not  get  a  fish  between 
them,  so  I  had  to  try  the  roach  in  the  afternoon  to 
save  the  Monday  from  utter  blankness. 

Calais,  June  28.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

P.S. — July  7.— A  yery  smart  barber,  fishing  on 
June  28  in  the  Guines  Canal,  near  Calais,  made  the 
remarkable  capture,  with  gentles,  of  seven  good 
tench  of  lib.  and  over,  the  biggest  21b.  As  a  rule, 
these  fish  are  only  very  occasionally  caught  here. 
He  also  had  a  couple  of  fair-sized  bream  and  a 
few  roach.  I  had,  among  a  fair  take,  a  41b.  bream 
last  Saturday. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  following  notice  has  been  sent  out  by  th( 
T.A.P.S.:  — 

Night  Fishing. — Notice  to  Anglers  in  Rivee 
Thames  between  Staines  and  Isleworth 
Ferry. 

Whereas  the  attention  of  the  above  society  has 
been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  bank  anglers  at  night 
time  use  a  large  number  of  baited  hooks  on  the 
cast  attached  to  the  reel  Une.  The  subject  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board 
and  pronounced  to  be  an  illegal  mode  of  fishing: 
Notice  Ls  hereby  given  that  the  keepers  and  assistant 
river  keepers  of  the  above  society  will  after  this 
date  report  all  such  cases  with  a  view  to  the 
prosecution  of  offenders  by  the  Conservancy  Board. 

N.B. — The  society  will  not  apply  this  notice 
where  anglers  are  ledgering  or  paternostering  with 
not  more  than  "  two  hooks  "  and  the  rods  are  not 
left  unattended.     Harry  Lawson,  M.A.,  J.P., 
President. 
Frank  Holme-Sumner,  C.C., 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
Henry  Whitmore  Higgins, 
Hon.  Sec.  and  Hon.  Treas. 
12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 
June,  1904. 


Wilson  Line  Toitrs. — Messrs.  Thos.  Wilso: 
Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Hull,  have  issued  their  annual 
handbook  of  hoUday  tours  in  connection  with  their 
mail  steamers  to  Norway  and  Sweden,  with  con- 
nections to  St.  Petersburg.  The  prices  vary 
according  to  the  amount  of  travelUng  done,  and  as 
they  are  all  first-class,  both  with  regard  to  steamer 
and  hotels,  they  are  exceedingly  moderate,  ranging 
from  8J  guineas  for  10  days,  £10  15s.  for  17  days. 
£16  5s.  for  24  days,  £22  7s.  6d.  for  31  days,  and 
pwards.  The  book  is  well  illustrated,  and  gives 
-  good  idea  of  the  splendid  scenery  visited.  It 
will  be  sent  free  on  application  to  their  London 
agents,  W.  Bott  &  Go.,  I,  East  India-avenue,  E.G. 
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THE  SEDGE  FLIES  OK  CADDIS 
FLIES. 

ScTEXTmc  Names  :  Phryganidce.  (A  Dry  Stick)  and 
Trichoptera  ("  Hairy  Wings  "). 

(Includes  the  Caperers,  Silver  Horns,  Grannom,  and 
Welshman's  Button.) 

By  R.  B.  Marston. 

The  illustrations  of  Sedge  Flies,  etc.,  and  extracts 
given  herewith  are  from  an  article  which  appeared  in 
the  "Fishing  Gazette,"  Dec.  22,  1900;  they  are 
reprinted  by  request  of  several  correspondents. — 
R.  B.  M. 

The  bait  fisher  as  well  as  the  fly-fisher  will> 
I  hope,  find  this  illustrated  article  of  use  as  well  as 
interest,  as  a  knowledge  of  the  caddis  or  case  flies 
will  often  enable  the  angler  to  get  very  deadly  baits 
out  of  the  river  itself  when  his  stock  of  worms,  etc., 
has  given  out. 

(See  a  similarly  illustrated  article  on  the  May  Fly, 
etc.,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  March  4,  1899.) 

By  far  the  best  account  of  the  Alder  Fly  is  that 
given  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  in  his  "  Dry  Fly  Ento- 
mology,"- from  which  it  appears  that  it  belongs  to 
the  SiaUdae,  and  that  there  are  only  two  species  in 
our  islands — Sialis  lutaria  and  S.  fvliginosa. 

The  Alder  Fly  lays  its  eggs  on  sedges,  grass,  etc., 
near  the  water,  and  the  larva  makes  its  way  to  the 
water  as  soon  as  hatched,  and  buries  itself  in  the 
mud,  where  it  lives  and  feeds  for  about  a  year. 
Before  its  change  to  the  fly  stage  arrives  it  leaves 
the  water  and  buries  itself  some  6in.  or  8in.  in  the 
ground,  where,  in  a  cavity  it  has  made,  its  pupa 
changes  to  the  imago,  which  makes  its  way  to  the 
surface,  leaving  its  cast  skin  behind  it. 

The  Caddis  Flies,  ok  Sedge  Flies. 

The  caddis  or  case  flies  were  first  distinguished 
by  naturahsts  under  either  the  name  Phryganea  or 
Phryganidae,  from  two  Greek  words  meaning  a  dry 
stick — doubtless  because  many  of  the  cases  made 
by  the  larvae  of  these  flies  resemble  little  bits  of  dead 
twigs.  According  to  Pictet,  the  Enghsh  naturahsts, 
Kirby  and  Spence,  called  them  Trichoptera,  meaning 
hairy  winged,  but  Pictet  points  out  that  the  wings 
of  some  of  the  Phryganidae  are  not  hairy,  and  he 
retains  the  older  name.  He  classes  them  among  the 
Neuroptera  (wings  with  nerve  markings),  and  says 
they  can  be  easily  distinguished  from  other  families 
of  that  order  by  several  characteristics,  such  as  the 
position  of  the  wings  on  the  body  when  the  fly  is  not 
using  them — namely,  in  a  reversed  V  shape,  thus  A. 
like  the  gable  of  a  house.  Then  must  be  noted  that 
the  under  wings  are  nearly  always  folded  length- 
ways, their  feet  are  five- jointed,  their  antennae  long 
and  thread-like,  the  absence  of  mandibles  and  their 
complete  metamorphosis. 

The  wings,  as  already  noted,  are  in  gable  shape 
when  at  rest  on  the  body,  and  are  then  pressed 
against  it.  There  are  two  pairs  of  wings — the  upper 
are  somewhat  leather^',  coloured,  and  often  bristhng 
with  hairs  ;  the  under  wings  are  larger,  transparent, 
rarely  coloured,  and  nearly  always  folded  length- 
ways. Anglers  whose  fishing  quarters  are  near  a 
river  often  have  good  opportunities  of  observing 
Sedge  Flies  at  leisure  at  or  after  supper,  as  if  the 
door  or  window  is  open  they  are  attracted  by  the 
light,  and  buzz  round  it  Hke  moths.  "  A  big  red 
sedge,"  one  of  the  anglers  says,  as  he  picks  its 
scorched  body  out  of  his  whisky  glass ;  and  a  capital 
fly  it  is  almost  any  evening  and  aU  day  when  the 
May  Fly  is  on. 

The  larva  of  the  caddis  fly  is  aquatic  ;  its  head 
is  scaly,  its  body  divided  into  twelve  rings,  of  which 
the  three  first  are  of  a  leather-like  nature.  The  last 
ring  is  always  armed  with  two  hooks.  On  the 
abdomen  are  respiratory  sacs,  the  form  and  position 
of  which  vary  considerably. 

These  larvae  usually  make  silk  cases,  covered  with 
materials  of  different  kinds,  which  they  drag  about 
with  them.  Some  are  naked  a  great  part  of  their 
Ufe,  and  make  only  a  fixed  shelter  or  retreat. 

The  Nymph  is  one  of  those  which  Latreide  calls 
of  the  complete  metamorphosis  kind  [Artus  solvtw)  ; 
it  is  enclosed  in  the  case  and  greatly  resembles  the 
perfect  insect,  and  has  two  hooks  on  the  front  part 
of  its  head.  When  it  wishes  to  hatch  out  as  a  fly  it 
leaves  its  case,  swims  to  some  dry  place,  where  its 
skin  spUts,  and  it  comes  out  as  a  fly  complete — 
that  is,  it  has  not  to  undergo  a  further  change  as  the 
May  Fly  and  so  many  other  flies  do. 

Pictet  says  the  Phryganidae  are  numerous  in 
Europe,  in  the  north  more  so  than  in  the  central 


Fig.  a. 

Sedge  Fly  at  rest  with  wings  cloaed 
(Picteft  P.  Faure). 


Fig.  B. 

Sedge  Fly  with  wings  expanded 
{Pictet't  P.  Faure). 


Fig 


Case  of  Sedge  Fly  like  Fig.  C,  but  en- 
larged by  the  larva  by  the  addition  of 
larger  stones.  This  is  done  when  it  is 
about  to  change  to  the  nymph  stage. 


Nymph  (magnified).  Before  changing 
to  the  nymph  the  larva  closes  up  the 
ends  of  its  case  with  a  kind  of  silk  grat- 
ing, which  admits  water,  but  keeps  out 
enemies.  The  nymph  remains  almost 
motionless  in  the  case  for  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  days  ;  it  then  opens  the  case  by 
cutting  the  silk  network  with  its  mandi- 
bles, and  proceeds  to  find  some  dry  place 
where  it  can  change  its  nymph  dress, 
and  emerge  as  the  perfect  insect,  as  Figs. 
A  and  B. 


Fig.  H. 

Another  form  of  caddis  or  case,  in 
which  the  central  tube  is  compose'd  of 
small  stones,  etc.  On  the  sides  of  this 
tube  are  fixed  bits  of  wood  or  weed, 
sometimes  of  considerable  length,  and 
projecting  always  from  the  tail  end  of 
the  tube.  As  the  larva  crawls  by  means 
of  the  feet  near  the  head  (see  Fig.  E),  it 
would  naturally  be  impeded  if  the  bits 
of  stalk,  etc.,  projected  from  the  head  ; 
and  Pictet  says  he  has  hardly  ever  seen 
one  project  beyond  the  head. 


Fig. 

Illustration  of  horn-shaped  case  made 
by  some  of  the  sedge  flies. 


FIQ.  C. 

Case  of  Sedge  Fly  formed  of  small  itonei. 


Fig.  E. 

Larva  of  Sedge  Fly  (magnified),  show- 
ing the  general  appearance  of  the  grub 
as  used  by  anglers  after  being  pulled  out 
of  its  case. 


Fig.  G. 

Illustration  of  the  case  made  by  one  of 
the  sedges  (P.  Digitata),  made  of  bits  of 
wood  and  vegetable  debris.  In  some 
cases  they  are  attached  to  stems  of 
plants,  in  others  under  stones. 


Flat-sided  case  of  one  of  the  large 
sedge  flies  made  by  fastening  the  edges 
of  the  leaves  of  a  water  weed  (Carex)  to- 
gether. When  the  larva  is  about  to 
change  to  the  nymph  or  pupa  stage  it 
closes  the  ends  of  the  case  with  bits  of 
the  same  weed. 


Fio.  M. 

This  curious  case  is  made  by  one  of 
the  small  sedges.  When  the  larva  is 
about  to  change  to  the  pupa  stage  it 
surrounds  its  case  v>-ith  a  conglomeration 
of  little  bits  of  flat  stone,  the  whole 
being  fixed  to  a  rock  or  large  stone. 


FlQ.  L. 

Cylindrical  case  of  one  of  the  large 
sedges  (P.  varia)  found  in  lakes  and 
other  standing  waters.  The  case  is 
formed  of  bits  of  vegetable  matter  cut 
in  equal  lengths,  and  disposed  longitu- 
dinally in  a  spiral  fashion  round  the 
case,  which  is  made  large,  so  that  the 
larva  can  easily  enter  and  leave  it. 
When  changing  to  the  nymph  stage  the 
ends  are  closed  with  bltt  of  weed,  stemsi 
and  rooti. 


Fig. 


Shows  the  case  made  by  one  of  the 
smallest  of  the  sedge  flies.  The  larva 
lives  iu  a  little  tuimel-like  case  which  it 
spins  of  silk,  and  closes  up  when  about 
to  change  to  the  nymph  or  pupa  state. 
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parts.  He  examined  more  than  a  hundred  different 
kinds,  and  over  four  hundred  kinds  are  now  known 
in  Europe,  and  more  than  one  hundred  in  tliis 
country,  and  their  larvae,  which  are  all  aquatic, 
form  a  most  valuable  and  important  part  of  the 
food  of  our  fresh- water  fish  in  ponds  and  lakes,  as 
well  as  in  rivers.  The  fact  that  they  are  very  easily 
collected  should  make  it  easy  to  stock  trout  and 
other  streams  with  them.  With  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  (including  the  Grannom)  these  caddis 
flies  fly  about  chiefly  in  the  evening  and  at  night, 
and  sometimes  in  great  numbers. 

The  Caddis  Described  by  Aristotle. 
Pictet  quotes  Aristotle's  account  of  the  larva  in 
its  case,  and  it  should  interest  anglers  to  know  that 
writing  more  than  300  years  before  Christ,  or 
2200  years  ago,  the  Greek  philosopher  states  that 
the  body  of  the  larva  is  enclosed  in  a  tunic  of  the 
nature  of  a  spider's  web,  covered  with  bits  of  stick, 
looking  as  if  the  animal  had  collected  them  when 
crawling  along  ;  he  adds  that  this  tunic  is  to  this 
little  animal  what  the  shell  is  to  the  snail.  Pictet 
notes,  however,  that  Aristotle  is  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  if  deprived  of  its  tunic  or  case  the  larva 
dies,  like  a  snail  deprived  of  its  shell.  Pliny  added 
nothing  to  our  knowledge  of  what  Aristotle  wTongly 
calls  "  the  wood  piercer,"  and  neither  appears  to 
have  recognised  the  perfect  insect.  Probably  the 
majority  of  anglers  still  think  that  the  caddis  grubs 
they  so  often  see  crawling  about  on  the  bottom  of 
streams,  or  on  the  sides  of  flood  gates  and  weirs, 
"  turn  to  May  Flies,  and  Stone  Fhes  and  Alders," 
whereas  none  of  these  popular  favourites  are  caddis 
flies,  and  unless  carefully  looked  for  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  seen  by  anglers  in  their  larva  or  grub  state  of 
existence. 

Wonders  of  Caddis  Fly  Life. 

Pictet  appears  to  have  been  the  first  to  discover 
that  the  larvae  of  the  caddis  flies  are  of  two  kinds — 
namely,  those  which  live  in  cases  which  they  carry 
about  with  them,  and  others  which  make  only  fixed 
retreats. 

All  trout  anglers  who  wade  in  rocky  streams  must 
often  have  noticed  a  little  mass  of  small,  flat  stones, 
fixed  like  a  limpet  (and  like  a  small  limpet  in  shape) 
to  the  face  of  some  bit  of  rock  or  stone  ;  this  is  the 
case  of  one  of  the  caddis  flies,  which  only  builds  this 
stone  covering  when  it  is  about  to  change  to  the 
pupa  and  then  to  the  nymph  stage. 

Pictet  commences  his  fifth  chapter  by  pointing 
out  the  wonderful  and  admirable  instinct  which 
causes  these  larvae,  bom  under  similar  conditions, 
and  organised  in  what  at  first  sight  seems  to  be  the 
same  way,  to  employ  J-nich  different  means  to  protect 
themselves  from  outside  agencies.  How  some  spin 
cases  in  order  to  cover  them  with  extraneous 
objects,  how  they  proportion  their  weight  and 
requisite  strength  to  render  them  strong  and  por- 
table. Is  it  not  a  reason,  he  says,  for  admiring  and 
blessing  Providence,  which  thus  secures  by  means 
at  once  simple  and  varied  the  conservation  of  all 
creatures,  and  does  not  the  work  of  creation  appear 
more  beautiful  and  majestic  the  more  we  recognise 
the  riches  of  its  detail. 

The  Egg  Stage. 

Th6  eggs  of  the  Sedge  Fly  are  enclosed  in  a 
gelatinous  ball,  sometimes  of  a  rounded  form,  in 
other  cases  flattened  and  irregular.  This  jelly-like 
secretion  is  produced  by  one  of  the  vessels  opening 
"towards  the  oviduct. 

At  the  time  the  Sedge  Fly  drops  its  eggs  on  the 
water  they  are  already  enclosed  together  in  one 
lump,  but  the  appearance  of  this  jelly-like  mass  is 
quite  different  at  this  period  from  what  it  will  be 
later.  It  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  little  more  than 
a  spongy  tissue,  almost  dry,  shrivelled,  compact, 
and  only  from  one  to  two  lines  in  diameter,  even  in 
the  largest  of  the  Sedge  Flies.  The  insect  drops  this 
little  packet  or  bundle  of  eggs  into  the  water,  where 
it  adheres  to  some  stone  or  leaf  ;  and  now  the  tissue 
becomes  impregnated  with  water,  becomes  trans- 
parent, and  swells  to  three  or  four  times  the  size. 

The  little  bundles  of  eggs  are  usually  found 
adhering  to  stones  under  water,  near  the  surface 
and  the  side  of  the  river  ;  sometimes  the  sides  of 
the  stream  are  covered  with  them  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  have  quite  a  greenish  appearance.  Pictet  adds 
that  some  authors  say  they  have  seen  the  eggs 
deposited  out  of  water,  but  he  never  did.  I  find 
that  Sir  Humphry  Davy  mentions  their  deposit  on 
the  leaved  of  plants  being  thei  usual  way.  Pictet 
counted  about  100  eggs  in  one  packet  dropped  by 
P.  striata. 


The  jelly-like  matter  is  in  some  cases  transparent 
and  colourless  ;  in  others  it  is  somewhat  opaque, 
and  slightly  coloured.  It  is  probably  intended  to 
keep  the  eggs  humid  when  not  in  the  water,  since 
the  Sedge  Flies  often  deposit  their  eggs  on  stones 
which,  although  dry  in  summer,  are  covered  with 
water  in  the  autumn,  when  the  eggs  hatch  out. 
This  circumstance  may  in  part  explain  how  it 
happens  that  larvae  are  found  in  watercourses  which 
are  dry  all  the  summer,  a  fact  which  is  the  more 
remarkable  when  one  considers  the  very  short 
duration  of  the  life  of  the  perfect  Sedge  Fly. 

The  Larva  or  Grub  Stage. 

The  little  grubs,  or  larvae,  hatch  out  in  a  few  days 
after  the  eggs  arc  deposited,  and  pass  the  winter  in 
the  larva  stage  in  order  to  becomp  perfect  insects  at 
the  fine  season,  at  times  varying  according  to  the 
species,  but  which  are  pretty  regular  in  each.  They 
hatch  out  in  the  jelly  and  live  in  it  some  days,  being 
at  this  time  almost  invisible  and  resembling  little 
black  Unes  ;  the  egg  shells  remain  in  the  jelly,  which 
gradually  decays  when  no  longer  needed. 

Two  or  three  days  after  its  birth  the  young 
larva  creeps  out  of  the  jelly,  and  at  once  commences 
making  a  very  little  case  for  itself,  proportioned  to 
its  size,  employing  for  this  purpose,  even  at  this 
early  stage,  the  materials  characteristic  of  its  species. 
It  is  a  great  mistake,  as  I  have  before  pointed  out, 
to  suppose  that  all  the  sedges  make  moveable  cases. 
Some  kinds  never  make  them,  but  confine  them- 
selves to  more  or  less  perfect  hides  (abris),  fixed  to 
the  ground  or  to  large  stones,  which  they  enlarge  and 
strengthen  when  required  for  protecting  the  nymph. 

The  larvae  of  the  Sedge  Flies  (Phryganidce)  are  all 
aquatic,  and  are  found  in  almost  all  inland  waters 
(fresh),  each  species  having  its  own  habitat,  some 
living  in  running  and  some  in  stagnant  water.  Some 
kinds  are  found  only  in  pure  and  limpid  springs, 
others  only  in  running  waters,  and  among  these  some 
keep  near  the  margin  of  the  river  attached  to  the 
weeds,  others  are  found  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  some 
live  under  stones,  and  others  again  are  found  only  in 
rapid  currents.  Some  species  are  found  in  ditches 
and  ponds  -where  the  water  is  always  still — these 
have  less  necessity  to  attach  themselves  to  weeds  or 
stones,  and  are  often  found  floating  on  the  surface. 
But  species  living  in  decidedly  stagnant  waters  are 
rare,  for  these  larvai  fear  bad  water,  and  cannot 
live  in  it. 

As  already  noted,  some  fasten  their  cases  to  water 
weeds  or  stones,  sometimes  they  merely  cling  to 
them  with  their  feet,  in  other  cases  they  spin  a 
thread  with  which  they  secure  the  case  to  the  object 
to  which  they  wish  to  attach  it. 

The  larvae  are  in  general  herbivorous.  Pictet 
adds  that  he  always  fed  his  on  willow  leaves.  The 
larger  kinds  of  caddis  eat  the  whole  leaf,  begirming 
at  the  edge  ;  but  the  smaller  cannot  do  this,  and 
content  themselves  with  eating  the  soft  parts 
between  the  veins.  But  the  larvae  of  the  Sedges 
will  all  eat  other  insects  if  they  get  the  chance,  and 
they  often  attack  their  own  kind  when  out  of  their 
cases.  Pictet  records  noticing  larvae  in  confinement 
attacking  other  larvae  in  thin  cases. 

The  larger  they  are  the  more  voracious  they  are, 
but  they  can  five  a  very  long  time  without  food. 
Pictet  kept  some  for  several  months  without  food 
without  apparent  inconvenience,  and  they  even 
changed  to  flies. 

Form  and  Nature  of  the  Cases  made  bt 
THE  Larv^. 

The  cases  formed  by  the  larvae  of  the  Sedge  Fhes 
have  one  common  characteristic — they  are  all 
formed,  in  the  first  place,  of  a  fine  and  very  strong 
tissue,  made  from  a  silk  which  the  animal  spins,  and 
which  dries  very  quickly  and  becomes  so  tough  that 
it  is  often  difBcult  to  tear  it.  To  this  inside  silk  ease 
the  larva  adds  all  kinds  of  foreign  substances  which 
it  finds  in  the  water,  such  as  bits  of  wood,  bits  of 
leaves,  tiny  stones,  and  shells,  often  with  the  living 
molluscs  still  in  them  ;  in  fact,  almost  any  suffi- 
ciently small  and  loose  objects  as  happen  to  be  at 
hand  are  used  by  the  Sedge  Fly  grub  in  forming  its 
case  ;  they  are  attached  to  it  by  the  same  silk 
thread  of  which  it  makes  the  case. 

The  larvae  of  some  species  attach  these  objects  to 
their  cases  in  a  very  irregular  and  apparently  hap- 
hazard fashion,  especially  those  which  make  use  of 
bits  of  vegetable  matter  ;  but  there  are  exceptions, 
for  instance,  P.  varia  makes  a  case  (see  Fig.  L)  in  a 
very  regular  fashion,  the  cylindrical  case  being  made 
of  Uttle  fragments  of  leaves,  cut  to  a  size,  and  fitted 
lengthways  round  the  silk  under- case  in  a  marvel- 
lous manner. 


Another  very  regular  case  is  that  shown  in  Fig.  K. 
Here  the  larva  cuts  bits  of  water  weed  into  equal 
lengths,  and  makes  a  prism-shaped  case  by  cement- 
ing the  sides  together. 

The  Nymph  Stage. 
We  have  seen  how  the  larva  prepares  for  its 
change  of  condition  which  is  to  give  it  the  form  of 
the  nymph.  It  remains  three  or  four  days,  some- 
times longer,  in  its  case  with  the  silken  grating  at 
the  ends,  and  at  the  end  of  this  time  the  change 
takes  place  as  previously  described.  It  remains  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  days  motionless,  except  for  an 
almo.st  constant  oscillating  movem^snt  of  the 
abdomen.  It  then  opens  the  case  by  cutting  the 
grating  with  its  mandibles  (see  Fig.  F).  It  is  very 
active  in  the  water,  and  swims  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  notonectea — that  is,  on  its  back,  using  its  feet 
like  oars. 

To  change  to  the  perfect  insect  the  nymph  selects 
some  dry  place,  where  it  emerges  from  its  larval  skin. 
At  first  the  insect  is  pale  in  colour  and  soft,  but  after 
a  few  hours  acquires  its  proper  colour,  and  can  soon 
fly  about. 

Pictet  says  the  Sedge  Flies  fly  about  chiefly  in  the 
evening,  especially  over  parts  of  the  streams  which 
are  calm.  In  the  daytime  they  hide  under  leaves, 
and  in  sheltered  places  on  trees  and  walls.  Different 
kinds  appear  at  different  seasons.  Some  hatch  out 
in  April,  a  great  number  in  May,  June,  and  July  ; 
some  only  hatch  out  in  the  autumn. 

Pictet  gives  the  total  life  of  the  Sedge  Fly  as 
about  one  year,  of  which  the  greater  part  is  passed 
in  the  larva  or  grub  stage. 

Anglers  get  confused  at  times  by  the  word 
"  hatch,"  as  applied  to  flies.  Perhaps,  strictly 
speaking,  the  hatching  is  when  the  grubs  come  out 
of  the  eggs,  but  we  say  there  was  a  big  "  hatch  "  of 
such  and  such  a  fly,  meaning  a  big  rise  of  it ;  and 
Pictet  speaks  of  the  eggs  hatching,  and  later  of  the 
nymph  hatching.  Anyway,  soon  after  leaving  the 
water  the  flies  couple  and  then  lay  their  eggs.  Some 
kinds  carry  a  green  packet  near  the  abdomen — a 
dense  jelly  in  which  the  eggs  are  enveloped ;  it 
becomes  transparent  when  saturated  with  water. 

After  this  the  Sedge  Fhes  die.  They  have  accom- 
plished their  duty.  The  imperfect  state  of  their 
organs  of  nutrition  does  not  permit  of  their  feeding, 
and  consequently  their  life  in  the  perfect  stage  is 
short ;  like  the  May  Flies  and  Ephemeridae  gene- 
rally, the  Sedge  also  lives  but  a  few  days. 


A  GEEAT  EFFOET  TO  IMPEOVE 
WINDEEMEEE  TEOUT  FISHING. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  announce  that 
a  great  effort  is  to  be  made  to  improve  the  fishing 
on  Windermere.  It  has  been  decided  by  the 
Windermere  and  District  Angling  Association  to 
erect  and  work  a  hatchery  capable  of  treating 
500,000  ova  a  year,  from  which  it  is  hoped  to  put 
at  least  200,000  yearlings  into  Lake  Windermere 
each  year.  Mr.  Spreckley,  of  the  Solway  Fishery, 
has  been  down  to  inspect  the  site,  and  has  reported 
most  favourably  upon  it.  He  has  also  prepared 
and  sent  plans,  from  which  estimates  are  now  being 
got  from  several  contractors  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  estimated  cost  of  erecting  the  hatchery  and 
preparing  the  necessary  ponds  is  expected  to  be 
about  £750.  A  fund  has  been  opened  by  which  it 
is  hoped  to  raise  enough  money  to  pay  this  initial 
cost.  The  donations  already  promised  amount  to 
£238  8s.,  and  substantial  support  has  been  promised 
by  the  Board  of  Conservators. 

It  is  thought  that  after  the  first  year  the  hatchery 
will  be  self-supporting,  as  it  is  intended  to  sell 
sufficient  yearlings  to  pay  the  annual  cost  of  work- 
ing. It  is  believed  that  the  fishing  %vill  be  greatly 
improved,  and  that  consequently  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood will  benefit,  so  an  appeal  to  the  pubhc  for 
donations  is  made  with  every  confidence.  Dona- 
tions are  for  the  present  limited  to  £10. 

Subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  Messrs.  Geo.  Gatey, 
soUcitors,  Windermere,  who  are  the  secretaries  of  the 
association. 


The  South  London  Clubs'  Union  will  hold  thfir 
annual  competition  at  Wateringbury  on  July  17, 
when  many  valuable  prizes  will  be  competed  for. 
Special  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
S.E.  and  C.R.  Co.,  enabling  competitors  to  travel  at 
a  reduced  fare,  and  Messrs.  Wade  and  Smith  have 
the  arrangements  in  hand  on  the  society's  bebaJf. 
This  "  outing  "  is  certain  to  be  a  pleasant  one. 
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WHAT  I  SAW  AXD   HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMOX    AND  TROUT 
FISHIXG  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
Br  Philip  Geem-,' 


(Continued  from  page  19.) 

Life  was  pleasant  at  Carrick  with  its  comfortable 
hotel,  its  chatty  host,  and  the  excellent  fishings  in 
sea,  rivers,  and  lakes  ;  but  I  came  to  see  and  hear 
as  well  as  to  fish,  so  the  order  was  given  for  a 
car  to  take  us  on  to  Ardara. 

The  journey  is  only  thirteen  Irish  miles,  but  so 
interesting  that  we  spent  many  happy  hours  in 
performing  it.  The  dismounting  from  the  car  and 
climbing  to  this  or  that  point  of  interest  took  much 
time,  but  the  views  obtained  amply  rewarded  us, 
and  we  thought  it  profitably  spent. 

The  road  at  first  follows  the  Glen  river  with  a 
gradual  ascent  for  about  six  miles  ;  then  we  had  a 
steeper  climb  to  the  Pass  of  Glengesh,  where  the 
liigh  rugged  mountains,  rising  steeply  on  either  side, 
form  a  picture  of  wildness  and  desolation  that  has 
kept  itself  free,  for  many  a  mile,  of  the  cabin  which 
in  Ireland  is  almost  everywhere.  After  this  each 
turn  in  the  road  made  a  fresh  picture  to  gladden  the 
eye,  and  we  were  sorry  when  our  destination  came 
in  sight. 

Ardara  is  near  the  mouths  of  the  Owenea  and 
Owentocker  rivers,  and  is  a  pretty  and  interesting 
town.  It  is  the  centre  of  several  industries,  and, 
while  there,  you  may  make  useful  purchases  of  lace, 
hosiery,  tweeds,  or  embroidered  linens.  It  was  at 
Ardara  that  I  bought  the  unique  afternoon  tea-cloth 
which  all  my  lady  friends  go  into  such  raptures  over 
that  I  anticipate  the  worker  of  it  has  orders  that 
will  last  her  Ufetime. 

ilrs.  McXelis,  of  the  Nesbitt  Arms,  personally 
superintends  all  that  pertains  to  the  comfort  of  the 
visitors,  and  her  sons  are  ever  active  in  arranging 
for  their  sport.  The  two  youngest  are  great  car 
drivers,  and  are  particularly  proud  of  most  of  the 
animals  they  drive,  while  the  eldest  son  has  a  store- 
in  which  is  collected  a  huge  variety  of  cabin-manu- 
factured goods.  I  think  I  am  within  the  mark  in 
saying  that  I  saw  two  waggon  loads  of  tweeds.  My 
purchase  of  him  was  of  a  neat  pattern,  but  bigger 
men  with  large  ideas  could  suit  themselves  with 
elaborate  designs  and  colours. 

The  Owenea  is  the  principal  river,  and  gives  the 
best  sport  to  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishers,  but  at 
times  the  Owentocker  makes  an  effort  to  be  equal 
with  its  rivaL 

There  are  two  other  smaller  rivers  up  which  sea- 
trout  run,  and  there  are  twelve  lakes  on  which  the 
hotel  has  boats.  I  was  unfortunate  in  having  quite 
low  water  during  my  week's  stay,  and  so  only  tried 
the  salmon  twice. 

I  saw  large  numbers  jumping  in  most  of  the  pools, 
particularly  in  Janny  Boyle's,  Holly  Bush,  Whin 
Gardens,  McGill's,  and  Brines  Pools,  but  they  were 
not  in  a  taking  mood,  so  I  turned  my  attention  to 
the  trout,  of  which  I  got  good  baskets.  Had  I  been 
a  fortnight  later  my  chances  would  have  been  good, 
as  then  the  river  rose  and  kept  to  a  good  fishing 
height  for  three  weeks,  during  which  period  Mr. 
Lakin  Warwick  and  three  others  got  a  hundred 
salmon  between  them. 

We  had  a  most  pleasant  day,  and  a  splendid 
basket  of  bro^vn  trout,  in  Loughs  Derryduff  and 
Sheskinmore  and  the  little  stream  that  coimects 
them.  When  captured  the  fish  were  of  three  diffe- 
rent over-all  colours.  Those  taken  in  the  rocky 
upstream  beds  were  quite  the  usual  colours,  while 
what  we  took  from  the  centre  peaty  pools  were  dark, 
and  down  in  the  lower  reaches,  where  golden  sand 
blown  in  from  the  sea-shore  formed  the  bed,  the 
fish  were  as  if  a  golden  varnish  had  been  put  over 
their  ordinary  colours. 

When  we  reached  Kilclooney  Bridge  I  was  longing 
for  a  cup  of  tea,  so  I  knocked  at  Mr.  Boyle's  cabin 
and  was  told  to  come  in,  and  the  welcome  I  got  from 
Miss  Boyle  reminded  me  of  the  following  : — 

"Soon  as   you  lift   the    latch,  Httlo   ones  are 

meeting  you. 
Soon  as  you're  'neath  the  thatch,  kindly  looks 

are  greeting  you ; 
Scarcely  have  you  time  to  be  holding  out  the 

fist  to  them — 
Down  by  the  fireside  you're  sitting  in  the  midst 

of  them;" 

I  was  soon  seated  in  an  apron-dusted  chair,  and, 
while  the  kettle  was  receiving  the  necessary  atten- 
tion, I  was  taking  mental  note  of  the  unusually 


comfortable  home.  An  open  door  showed  a  boardod- 
floor  bedroom,  with  quite  a  capacious  bed  that  had 
a  many-coloured  coverlet  which  constantly  brought 
my  eyes  back  to  it,  althougli  it  was  present  to  my 
mind  that  it  would  be  more  becoming  to  keep  my 
eyes  in  any  other  direction. 

Truth  is  frequently  so  strange  that  I  have  no 
appreciation  for  those  who  "think  it  necessary  to 
make  a  call  on  their  imagination  to  paint  it.  Indeed, 


second  cup.  This  she  did,  but  time'was  valuable 
to  her,  and,  having  filled  my  cup,  she  produced  the 
identical  piece  of  fine  linen  which  the  Fates  decided 
I  was  to  purchase.  The  last  shamrock  was  Ijeing 
worked  into  it,  and  I  was  inquiring  if  it  would  be 
for  sale,  and  what  would  be  the  price,twhen  the 
flapping  of  wings  brought  my  eyesf again ,  to  the 
bedroom  and  tho  bright  coverlet,  and  I  saw,  at  a 
glance,  that  there  was  a  change  in  it,  caused  by  a 
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"  Climbing  to  this  or  that  Point  op  Inteeest." 


[W.  K.  Geen. 


you  have  at  times  to  ask  for  much  faith  to  get  facts 
believed ;  still  I  never  hesitate,  but  boldly  state 
them  as  they  occurred. 

I  was  early  taught  not  to  say,  "  Upon  my 
honour,"  and  that  to  be  disbelieved  was  not  half 
so  bad  as  to  be  disbelieving.  King  David  in  his 
haste  and  Commissioner  Kerr  at  his  leisure  have 
said,  "  All  men  are  liars !  "  Anglers  have  no 
grievance  against  these  eminent  authorities,  but  we 
should  like  now  and  again  to  protest  against  the 


Minorca  hen  which  was  seated  in  the  centre.  She 
was  looking  at  me  first  with  one  red-beaded  eye  and 
then,  turning  her  head,  she  looked  at  me  with  the 
other.  Miss  Boyle  had  evidently  not  kept  her  eyes 
on  her  work  or  she  would  not  have  remarked,  "It's 
a  lucky  egg  she  will  be  laying  you  this  day,  with  her 
eyes  winking  at  you  all  the  while."-  -c 
Very  shortly  afterwards  the  hen,  with  clamorous 
clucking,  flew  from  her  comfortable  nest,  and  again 
the  appearance  of  the  coverlet  was  changed,  for  the 
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Ardaba. 


[J.  A.  Bltrro^^■s,  Strabaiie. 


common  belief  that  we  have  special  gifts  in  the  art 
of  sajring  that  which  is  not,  and  doubling  that 
which  is. 

Strange  compensation  for  our  ill  repute  lies  in  the 
fact  that  anglers  are  listened  to  more  eagerly  than 
the  followers  of  any  other  sport.  Can  the  reason 
be  that  with  us  what  is  false  is  palpably  so,  and 
what  is  true  is  equally  apparent  ? 

Miss  Boyle  gave  me  a  lovely  cup  of  tea,  and,  while 
I  drank  it,  she  chatted  in  such  a  taking  way  that  I 
could  not  refrain  from  hoping  she  would  offer  me  a 


black  hen  had  disappeared  and  a  white  egg  formed 
its  centre. 

A  lucky  egg  in  Ireland  is  double-yolked,  and  the 
egg  contributed  in  so  strange  a  fashion  was  double- 
yolked,  and  brought  luck  to  all  concerned,  iliss 
Boyle  has  now  more  orders  for  her  work  than  she 
can  execute,  although  she  has  other  clever  fingers 
to  help  her. 

It  was  to  smiling  Mary  at  the  Nesbitt  Arms  that 
I  gave  the  egg  to  cook  and,  when  I  told  her  undes 
what  circumstances  I  had  become  possessed  of  it. 
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she  expressed  no  surprise  ;  on  the  contrary,  she 
repUed,  "  My  cousin  Annie  Boyle's  hins  would  sure 
to  be  plased  with  your  bargaining  and  give  you  a 
lucky  egg  to  boot." 

I  thought  I  knew  all  there  was  to  learn  about 
hens,  and,  of  course,  I  know  they  regulate  their 
efforts  to  suit  the  market  price,  but  that  they  took 
cognisance  of  deals  in  linen  was  quite  new  to  me. 

My  first  fortune  was  made  by  collecting  eggs  at 
twopence  per  score,  and  I  considered  myself  up  to 
every  dodge  of  laying  hens,  and  it  was  only  now  and 
then  that  one  outwitted  me  and  showed  she  had 
done  so  by  appearing  later  on  with  quite  a  following 
of  little  balls  of  wool  that  tried  to  walk  and  peck 
as  much  like  their  mother  as  they  could.  At  certain 
periods  my  income  was  increased  by  the  hens  omit- 
ting to  put  shells  on  their  eggs.  These  required 
great  care,  for  which  I  was  paid  one  penny  per  score 
extra. 

Professor  Miall,  so  we  read,  is  completely  puzzled 
by  the  egg.  Lecturing  at  the  Royal  Institution, 
he  confessed  that  no  one  knows  quite  how  the  egg- 
shell is  formed.  How  lucky  it  would  have  been  for 
me  had  the  old  woman  who  had  charge  of  the 
poultry  at  home  been  as  ignorant  in  this  matter  as 
the  professor.  She  scattered  lime  about  which  the 
fowls  ate,  and  the  eggs  were  hard  again  for  much 
too  long  a  period. 

Among  the  gillies  at  Ardara  are  two  brothers, 
Pat  and  Morris,  whom  Kirk  instantly  dubbed  "  the 
antitheses."  My  gillie,  Pat,  was  indeed  a  contrast 
to  Morris,  his  brother,  whose  face,  when  I  first  saw 
it,  while  the  rest  of  him  was  hidden  from  me,  I  took 
to  be  a  priest's  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  and 
sundry  of  the  fruits  of  his  position.  He  was  Dr. 
Wright's  giUie  ;  had  he  been  mine  I  am  sure  I  should 
have  rebelled  at  his  every  suggestion  until  I  had 
unlearnt  my  first  impression. 

Pat  was  such  an  unobtrusive  Uttle  fellow,  so  thin 
and  diminutive,  that  his  large  spaniel-like  eyes 
looking  straight  at  me  won  my  protection  at  their 
first  glance.  "  He  was  a  shivery  soul  that  needed 
soft,  sunny  weather." 

Fortunately  the  impedimenta  of  our  expeditions 
were  more  cumbersome  than  weighty,  and  all  would 
have  gone  well  had  not  his  love  of  throwing  the  fly 
been  so. frequently  and  overwhelmingly  aroused  as 
to  cause  him  when  allowed  to  take  a  few  casts  to  be 
quite  unmindful  of  our  relative  positions,  and  I  have 
toiled  painfully  and  perspiringly  in  his  rear  to  be 
told  when  I  did  overtake  him,  "  Shure,  I  disremem- 
bered,  sir,  that  I  had  anybody  wid  me  but  meself." 
Had  he  been  his  brother  Morris  I  would  have  said 
several  things  to  him,  but  the  soft  brown,  pleading 
eyes  set  in  a  wee  feminine  face  with  its  pink  flush 
brought  my  teeth  together  before  a  word  escaped. 

Of  course,  I  determined  that  I  would  somehow 
reverse  the  order  of  things,  so  that  Pat  should  be 
gillie  and  I  the  fisherman,  and  on  one  day  I  suc- 
ceeded, but  that  was  an  unlucky  day.  The  little 
fellow  fell  asleep,  and  a  cow  came  and  overhauled 
each  and  every  article  he  had  in  his  care,  and  finally 
decided  that  my  new  waterproof  fishing-coat  was 
most  to  her  liking  and  was  chewing  it  with  as  much 
satisfaction  as  she  would  her  cud  after  a  day  in 
clover.  When  I  woke  him  he  said,  "  I  quite  dis- 
remembered  you,  sir,  but  I  was  draming  of  you." 

I  have  often  thought  of  little  Pat  and  his  love  for 
my  rod.  He  wrote  me  a  letter,  which  I  think  so 
characteristic  of  him  that  I  add  it  to  tliis  : — 

"  Hillhead, 

"  Ardara,  Co.  Donegal, 
"  January  18,  1904. 

"  Dbak  Green, 

"  If  you  could  come  here  about  the  middle  of 
May  it  would,  I  think,  be  a  good  time  for  fishing. 
Anyhow  I  will  lit  you  know  when  I  think  there  is  a 
good  prospect  for  fishing.  I  have  had  a  good  day's 
fishing  alone  with  myself  on  Oct.  1,  1903,  but  I  only 
caught  three  salmon. 

"  I  sincerely  hope  you  are  well,  and  wish  you  a 
happy  new  year. 

J' I  am  your, 

"  humble  servant  Patrick  Early." 

Ardara,  as  I  have  said,  is  a  commercial  centre,  and 
you  would  enjoy  making  purchases  there,  especially 
during  fair  time,  as  that  occasion  brings  together  an 
assemblage  which  affords  a  splendid  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  active  side  of  Irish  life  while  making  your 
bargains. 

Possibly  the  first  thing  to  strike  you  would  be  the 
miscellaneous  gathering  of  every  jjossible  kind  of 
commodity,  but,  sooner  or  later,  you  must  be 
impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the 


men  are  fine,  strapping  fellows,  with  an  air  of 
I-don't-care-for-anybody  in  their  attitudes,  move- 
ments, speech,  and  twinkling  eyes.  It  might  be, 
of  course,  that  your  attention  would  first  be  at- 
tracted by  the  charms  of  pretty  feminine  faces. 
There  will  be  quite  a  gathering  of  ladies,  whose 
charms  do  not  end  with  their  face.  The  proud  poise 
of  their  heads,  their  suppleness  of  form,  and  the 
flowing  lines  of  their  figures  enable  them  to  wear 
with  matchless  grace  the  poorest  garment,  and  with 
their  luminous,  grey  eyes,  shaded  by  long  dark 
lashes,  and  their  modesty,  they  form  perfect 
pictures  : — 

"  They  don't  ogle  a  man 
O'er  the  top  of  their  fan, 

Till  his  heart's  in  a  flame,  till  his  heart's  in  a  flame; 
But  though  bashful  and  shy. 
They've  a  look  in  their  eye 

That  just  comes  to  the  same,  just  comes  to  the  same." 

You  really  should  be  present  at  the  fair  to  be  held 
on  the  first,  second  and  third  days  of  August  next, 
as  then,  in  addition  to  the  monster  crowds,  and  their 
usual  jnbringings,  every  person  of  real  importance 
will  be  there,  some  of  them  presiding  at  stalls  for  the 
sale  of  the  best  that  loving  fingers  can  produce  to  aid 
in  paying  off  the  debt  incurred  in  building  the 
imposing  Catholic  Church  in  which  they  worship. 

What  might  not  the  ladies  of  your  party  buy,  and 
what  a  delight  it  would  be  for  them  to  show  their 
purchases  to  their  friends  at  home  ! 

Those  who  are  ready  for  a  mild  gamble  by  which 
a  good  cause  may  benefit,  conjointly  with  them- 
selves, will  have  a  rare  chance.  There  vdW  be  a 
huge  bazaar  and  a  lottery  which  will  give  prizes 
contributed  by  numerous  notabilities.  His  Holiness 
the  Pope  heading  the  list.  Sixpence  per  ticket  is 
all  that  is  asked  for  a  chance  to  draw,  amongst 
innumerable  other  prizes, 

"  A  Salmon  Rod,  Winch  and  Line." 

"  A  Fat  Bullock." 

"  A  Roll  of  Tweed." 

"  A  Magnificent  Alb  of  Limerick  Lace." 

"  A  Splendidly-Embroidered  Bed-Spread,"  etc. 

A  lady  who  will  be  in  charge  of  a  stall  of  Irish 
needlework  has  sent  me  100  lottery  tickets,  and,  as 
I  am  not  in  need  of  100  prizes  (those  enumerated 
above  would  be  sufficient  for  me),  I  will  spare  a 
chance  or  two  to  any  applicant.  I  wish  to  help  the 
Irish  lady  who  desires  to  be  helpful  to  her  Church. 
Should  we  not  wish  well  to  all  religions  that  leave 
us  a  little  humanity,  and  teach  us  to  play  the  game 
and  tell  the  truth  ''. 

I  am  not  a  Roman  Catholic  ;  I  am  supposed  to  be 
a  severe  West  Country  Nonconformist.  How 
saintly,  how  severe  on  the  most  trifling  fault  the 
extra-quality  Dissenter  can  be  !  And  how  exacting 
that  loud-proclaiming  mahogany  collecting-box 
was,  sometimes  by  its  silence  !  It  was  most  in- 
geniously constructed  with  a  sounding-board  that 
told  what  each  one's  offering  was  to  hstening  neigh- 
bours. I  had  often  spent  my  Saturday's  money 
unmindful  of  Sunday's  terror,  so  I  could  not  always 
give,  although  the  collecting  saint  with  one  eye  on 
the  box  and  the  other  heavenwards  gave  me  time 
enough.  The  everlasting  seconds  he  held  it  to  me 
and  the  hatred  of  my  little  heart  toward  that  man 
are  as  fresh  in  my  memory  as  though  it  were  but 
yesterday.  ^ 

The  tales  of  sudden  ailments  that  my  mother 
listened  to  about  chapel-time  on  Sundays  were 
infinitely  more  pathetic  than  any  of  those  I  told  to 
keep  me  away  from  school.  Which  religion,  how 
much  of  it,  how  little  of  it,  is  good  for  us  ?  None 
can  lay  down  this  law  ;  for  no  two  persons  can 
becomingly  carry  the  same  load  of  it.  Little  folks 
can  best  learn  most  of  what  they  need  in  the  fields 
and  woods  with  dad  ;  the  sun  will  be  sure  to  shine 
on  such  companionship,  and  it  is  by  mother's  knees 
they  can  understand,  as  nowhere  else,  the  crowning 
lesson.  There  would  be  no  bogies  then.  My  mother 
often  told  me  about  fairies  when  I  stayed  home 
from  chapel,  and  I  understood  her  even  when  she 
spoke  in  the  softest  voice,  yet  I  never  could  under- 
stand where  "  Jerusalem  the  Golden "  was — 
whether  near,  far  off  or  in  Heaven — although  the 
preacher  spoke  loudly  and  thumped, 

(To  he  continued.) 


His  Majesty  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  eujcept  copies  of  the  June  and  July  numbers  of 
the  Badminton  Magazine,  containing  articles,  written 
by  the  editor  by  special  permission,  on  Sandringham 
and  Windsor  as  Royal  Homes  of  Sport. 


CHASING  THS  GBILSE. 

The  grilse  season  promises  to  be  a  poor  one  for 
the  want  of  rain.  The  fish  are  on  the  coast,  but 
_^there  is  no  water  to  let  them  run  the  gauntlet  of  the 
nets,  and  meantime  the  lion's  share  of  the  season's 
"  crop,"  so  to  speak,  is  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
netter. 

Were  the  Sunday's  slap  of  thirty-six  hours'  close-' 
time  fully  observed  all  round  our  coasts,  matters 
would  be  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  condition 
than  they  are  at  present ;  but  it  is  not  so  observed 
where  it  can  possibly  be  avoided.  Year  after  year 
the  Fishery  Board's  reports  bear  this  out  as  far  as 
Scotland  is  concerned,  and  the  veiy  few  cases  and 
still  fewer  convictions  show  up  the  loose  state  of 
matters  that  prevail  in  the  minds  of  salmon  fisher- 
men with  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  leaders  on  a, 
Saturday  night.  There  may  be  a  breeze  of  wind, 
and  the  nerves  of  the  poor  fellows  will  not  let  them 
face  the  fancied  storm,  but  were  it  through  the  week 
the  breeze  would  be  all  in  their  favour  than  other- 
wise. Then  Sunday's  sacredness  may  not  be  broken 
in  upon,  and  so  the  leaders  remain  down,  and  the 
biggest  hauls  of  salmon  and  grilse  are  always  to  be 
got  on  a  Monday  morning  in  consequence.  The 
Sunday's  slap  is  pretty  much  of  a  farce  in  at  least 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  netting  stations,  else  the 
Monday  morning's  takes  would  not  be  greater  than 
the  Tuesday's  or  Wednesday's,  but  they  are. 

In  a  case  in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  last  week, 
against  two  labourers  for  stealing  sea-trout  from 
sea-nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  Don  last  Sunday  week, 
it  came  out  in  evidence  that  even  though  the 
leaders  were  up,  there  were  lots  of  fish  got  in  the 
net  on  Monday  morning,  that  these  fish  failed  to 
find  the  "  door  "  in  the  leader,  and  so  fell  into  the 
trap,  and  that  this  was  a  common  experience. 
There  is  something  rotten  in  the  State  of  Denmark 
when  such  a  state  of  matters  prevails,  and  the  only 
remedy  is  to  extend  the  weekly  close  time  from 
thirty-six  to  forty-eight  hours,  and  each  district  to 
be  regulated  by  its  local  requirements.  The  sports- 
man pays  an  exorbitant  rental,  and  is  entitled  to  it. 
The  river  is  being  reduced  in  its  head  of  brood  fish 
and  demands  it,  and  in  the  interest  of  the  netter 
himself  it  will  save  him  from  killing  the  goose  out- 
right, and  so  save  the  egg. 

Grilse  move  about  in  shoals.  They  are  often 
caught  two,  three,  and  four  hundred  at  a  time  in  a 
prolific  season,  and  a  glut  of  grilse  on  the  market  in 
July  is  no  uncommon  thing.  With  ice  and  cold' 
storage  at  hand  the  glut  is  not  so  much  seen  nowa- 
days as  it  used  to  be  a  few  years  back,  when  the  ice- 
house was  the  only  means  of  preservation.  Twice 
I  have  noted  grilse  at  6d.  per  lb.  a  goodly  number 
of  years  ago,  but  last  week  they  were  freely  quoted 
at  lOd.  per  lb.,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  dropped  to 
9d.  for  prime  fish.  Here  the  cold-store  man  steps 
in,  for  he  knows  that  he  will  clear  a  hundred  per 
cent,  six  weeks  hence,  when  prime  fish  become 
scarce. 

When  a  spate  comes  the  shoal  moves  right  into 
the  river.  Two  or  three  inches  of  "water  is  quite 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  cross  the  shallows.  It 
is  a  magnificent  sight  to  watch  the  incoming  wave 
of  swimming  fish  as  they  near  the  ford,  and  espe- 
cially if  it  can  be  done  from  some  coign  of  vantage 
commanding  a  stretch  of  the  river,  and  if  possible 
right  over  it — a  bridge  for  instance. 

Grilse  are  the  fastest  swimmers  of  the  salmo 
family.  As  a  rule  they  run  in  the  early  morning, 
and  when  once  into  the  sweet  waters  there  is  no  halt, 
no  stay,  till  the  first  side  stream  is. met  with,  should 
there  be  one.  Their  rate  is  on  an  average  a  mile 
an  hour,  but  much  depends  on  local  circumstances. 

On  some  fisheries — nay,  most  of  our  best  salmon 
waters — the  tide-table  is  closely  studied,  and  the 
arrival  of  the  grilse  can  be  judged  to  an  hour  after 
the  weekly  Sunday's  slap  for  forty,  fifty,  and  some 
sixty  miles  inland.  On  Jlonday  the  reaches  nearer 
the  sea  have  their  chance ;  on  Tuesday  those 
farthest  inland,  and  so  on  till  the  middle  of  the  week 
at  least,  when  in  the  far  inland  waters  a  fresh-run 
grilse  may  be  picked  out  of  a  morning  with  the  sea- 
lice  adhering.  Starting  at  a  set  time  at  the  lowest 
extremity  of  the  fishery,  the  observant  sportsman 
will  most  likely  meet  with  a  rise  to  a  Silver  and  Blue, 
Bumble  Bee,  Jock  Scott,  or  such  like,  and  having 
creeled  a  silvery  beauty  of  the  brightest  sheen  and 
gamest  qualities,  he  may  hie  him  to  the  pool  above, 
and  there  again  meet  the  ascending  shoal,  and,  if  in 
luck,  pick  out  another,  and  another,  till  his  boundary 
be  reached.  There  is  no  better  sport  than  thus 
chasing  the  grilse.  G.  M. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Tliaines. — Geitebai.  Bemabks. — The  stream  ia 
slackening,  the  heat  seems  to  be  increasing,  and 
these  two  combinations  have  induced  the  boating 
fraternity  to  patronise  the  river  extensively.  Boat- 
builders  are  rejoicing  at  this  after  the  last  two  or 
three  yesrs'  dulness.  Ansjlers,  on  the  contrary,  are 
bemoaning  their  fate.  The  river  is  in  good  angling 
condition,  but  the  pnnt  poles  and  the  splash  of  the 
sculls  of  the  inconsiderate  so  often  spoil  a  swim 
that  there  is  much  sympathy  for  the  angler,  who 
reqaires  peace  and  quietude,  for  he  does  not  get  it. 
Such  is  the  condition  of  the  Thames  to-day.  Little 
sport  has  to  be  recorded.  Mr.  H.  P.  Hill,  at  Kings- 
ton, on  July  11  had  seven  barbel  up  to  41b..  and  on 
July  12  had  four  more,  but  the  barbel  are  not  feeding 
well  yet.  Bream,  however,  are  being  caught  in  the 
deep,  quiet  watef.  The  roach  taken  are  small,  and 
still  out  of  condition.  A  magnificent  carp  of  IV^lb.  has 
been  caught  in  the  Long  Water  at  Hampton  Court 
by  Mr.  Dasch,  using  bread  as  bait.  The  K.P.S. 
have  fixed  up  a  barbel  competition  for  July  23,  24, 
and  25.  My  old  friend  "  Col."  Walter  Everard,  late 
of  "  Charley's  Aunt "  renown,  who  I  saw  take  a  trout 
of  nearly  Olb.  from  Molesey  Weir,  is  now  "  trying 
his  luck ' '  at  Henley,  after  a  trip  to  J amacia,  and  I 
hope  to  hear  he  has  had  good  sport. — F.  H. 
Amphxett. 

 (Teddingrton  Weir). — I  have  bren  getting  a 

few  barbel  and  chub  this  week.  I  have  plenty  of 
small  eels  (alive)  now,  which  is  a  very  df^adly  bait 
for  them,  so  that  if  anjbody  requiies  them  they 
can  be  supplied  by  me.  We  could  do  with  a  little 
rain. — W.  McBride. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — The  warm, 
bright  weather  of  the  last  week  has  been  against 
angling  midday,  but  the  mornings  and  evenings 
have  given  grand  sport  amongst  the  silver  bream. 
Xumerous  bags  have  been  secured  from  81b.  to  14!b., 
largest  fish  21b.  A  good  show  of  perch  have  been 
seen  up  to  lib.  Roach  quiet  for  the  present  on 
this  stretch  of  the  Cam,  best  fish  had  was  lib. ; 
those  who  have  had  a  turn  at  the  gudgeon  have 
been  well  rewarded.  Judging  of  what  I  see  of  the 
fish,  anglers  have  a  good  prospect  after  some  rain  or 
cooler  weather. — John  O.  Geoeoe,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

BownesB  on  Wiudermere. — For  the  presenttrout 
fishing  on  the  lake  is  at  a  standstill,  the  weather  is 
all  too  fine,  and  the  fish  are  evidently  glutted  either 
with  May  >  ly  or  some  bottom  feed.  Char  are  likewise 
quite  off  the  feed,  the  trollers  scarcely  getting  a 
pound  a  day,  though  they  never  know  the  day 
when  they  may  start  biting  again,  so  they  persevere. 
Pike  and  perch  are  affording  good  sport,  several 
baskets  of  perch  of  from  one  hundred  and  upwards 
having  been  got  the  last  few  days,  and  a  good 
many  pike,  two  of  91b.  each  being  the  best  I  have 
heard  of  this  week. — Rainbow. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  are  now  very  low, 
and  fishing  during  the  day  is  attended  with  very 
little  success.  In  the  evening  on  the  Camel,  Messrs. 
MacOliver,  Long,  Liddel,  Pellow,  Buscombe,  and 
Robbins  have  been  getting  from  three  to  twelve 
peal  each  during  the  week.  The  fish  were  from  a 
pound  to  three  pounds  each,  and  were  caught  in 
the  evenings.    Trout  fishing  is  poor. — Bodmin. 

Bareuth  (Hortou  Kirby,  etc.). — The  late  even- 
ing ii  the  time  now  as  the  sedges  are  on.  About 
nine  on  July  11  I  had  a  fair  12in.  fish  with  a 
Kimbridge  Sedge,  dry.  I  tried  a  wet  fly  which  rose 
fish,  but  did  not  hook  them.  The  rain  now  falling 
will  improve  matters,  but  there  is  abundance  of 
water  already. — J.  Paul  Tayloe. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is  low, 
but  peal  are  running  very  freely.  Fishing  in  the 
daytime  is  not  productive  of  anything  like  good 
sport,  whilst  creels  at  night  are  small.  A  good 
number  of  salmon  are  in  the  pools,  but  they  are 
very  shy.  Mr.  Leigh,  of  Staverton,  and  Mr.  Searle 
have  hekd  fair  catches  of  peal,  the  latter  getting 
half  a  dozen  nice  fish  one  evening  of  the  week. 
Messrs.  Tollit  and  Edmonds  had  four  apiece  on  the 
evening  of  July  12. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  York).— The  river  is  very 
low  and  clear,  and  fishing  quite  in  abeyance.  No 
prospect  of  sport  until  we  have  had  a  good  heavy 
rainfall.— H, 

Bsk  (Wliltby). — A  fair  number  of  enthusiasts 
have  phed  the  rorl  upon  this  river  during  the  week, 
but  the  results  have  been  of  an  unremunerative 
nature  in  almost  all  quarters,  owing  to  the  river 
being  in  a  very  low  and  clear  condition.  Mr.  G. 
Harrison  and  Mr.  L.  Wolf  grassed  thirteen  and 
twelve  brace  of  trout  respectively  during  the  early 
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days  of  the  week,  whilst  a  few  fish  have  been  taken 
in  the  dam  at  Ruswarp.  Prospects  poor  until 
copious  spa'es  arrive.  Sea  anglers  continue  to  secure 
good  sport  in  the  offing,  whiting  being  especially 
prolific,  whilst  some  nice  haddock  have  been  taken 
with  the  bottom  line.  Fishing  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  the  south  of  the  buoy  early  in  the  week  two 
anglers  landed  large  numbers  of  whiting,  of  good 
size  and  condition.  There  has  been  a  slight  decrease 
in  the  catches  effected  from  the  piers  and  quays 
during  the  weak. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Owing  to  the  hot 
weather  and  lowness  of  the  Exe  and  tributaries 
only  early  and  late  are  ^ny  trout  being  caught. 
Perch  and  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  Exe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  David's  Station,  Exwick,  and 
near  Cowley.  In  the  Exeter  Canal  fine  eels,  perch, 
and  roach  have  been  caught,  and  the  fishing  here 
is  always  available  as  the  water  is  always  at  its 
normal  height.  Mr.  Hopewell  had  140  perch  of  a 
fair  average  size  in  a  few  hours.  Mr.  Alfred  Newton, 
with  Mr.  R.  Shapley  and  his  son  Gerald,  had  sixty- 
one  perch  and  roach  on  July  7.  A  few  bass,  flat- 
fish, and  mackerel  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth, 
Starcross,  and  district. — Red  PaLmeb. 

Lake  Corou  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).  —  Fly 
fishing  in  the  evening  only.  On  July  8  Mr.  J.  R. 
Edwards,  J.P.,  Holyhead,  had  a  good  basket  of 
nineteen  trout,  four  over  lib.  each  ;  Mr.  Gordon 
Roberts  six.  Mr.  Barnett,  Llangefni,  showed  one 
fine  trout  of  21b.  On  July  12  heavy  raiu  fell  during 
a  thunderstorm,  and  July  13,  was  windy  and 
mild.— W.  H. 

Lea  andr  Tributaries.— Anglers  have  been  much 
handicapped  by  the  hot,  bright  weather  and  the 
clear  and  stale  condition  of  the  river,  the  result 
being  very  light  catches.  Roach  have  been  prin- 
cipally caught,  and  in  the  Ware  district  have  been 
had  up  to  lib.  Mr.  Anthony  here  has  landed  41b. 
of  these  fish.  Sport  has  been  very  quiet  at  Hert- 
ford, St.  Margaret's,  and  Rye  House,  and  no 
encouraging  news  is  to  hand  from  the  lower  river. 
Bream  and  trench  promise  to  feed  after  some  rain, 
which  is  much  wanted.  The  Stort  is  also  fishing 
indifferently,  the  river  being  very  clear  and  weedy. 
— Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition,  although  rather  low.  Some  more  nice 
chub  have  been  taken,  besides  some  very  nice  perch 
and  dace.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport. 
Boats  and  baits  can  be  obtained  from  Rolph,  Ram, 
Brandon.    A  trout  of  31b.  was  taken  on  July  11.  

A.  ROLPH. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— These  streams 
are  ptill  running  at  summer  level,  being  very  clear. 
Angling  during  the  day  has  been  useless,  the  only 


time  for  sport  being  early  morning  or  late  in  even- 
ing. A  few  very  nice  grayling  and  trout  have  been 
taken  this  week  with  the  fly. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Heavy  thunder- 
storms visited  this  district  in  the  early  hours  of 
July  12,  and  the  river  is  benefited  by  tho  freshet. 
Several  excellent  catches  have  lately  been  made  in 
the  evenings.  On  July  9  a  rod  took  nine  good 
trout  on  the  RoUe  estate  water  near  Colaton 
Raleigh,  several  of  these  fish  weighed  lib.  each. 
The  rise  began  at  8.45  p.m.,  and  for  half  an  hour 
the  trout  were  well  on  the  feed.  On  tho  free  water 
near  Salterton  a  trout  of  nearly  21b.  weight  was 
taken  recently  with  fly  after  dark.  In  very  few 
portions  of  the  Otter  the  worm  and  minnow  are 
used,  but  where  these  lures  are  allowed  success  has 
resulted. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry).— River  ia  in  splendid 
condition,  and  a  good  head.  The  principal  bi» 
takes  during  the  week  have  been  chub,  which  have 
come  up  to  just  under  61b.  the  best  fish.  Bream 
also  continue  to  feed  well,  but  we  have  not  beaten 
our  last  week's  41b.  ones,  although  a  rare  lot  have 
been  caught. — A.  Scard. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  intense  heat  experienced  here  as  in 
other  places  culminated  on  July  12  in  a  violent 
thunderstorm  accompanied  with  very  heavy  rain, 
which  rain  was  heartily  welcomed  alike  by  farmers 
and  anglers,  as  it  was  what  the  country  vcaa  badly 
in  need  of ;  it  was  all  that  was  wanted  by 
anglers  to  freshen  up  the  water  in  all  these  streams, 
which  it  has  done  most  effectually,  and  its 
effect  wa?  speedily  witnessed  ia  very  much  better 
sport  in  every  department  of  angling  practised 
here,  and  more  especially  in  the  takes  of  coarse 
fish.  At  the  time  of  writing — July  13 — after  a 
very  hot  day  there  is  every  appearance  of  another 
fall  of  rain. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Cbicbester  Canal.— With  a 

succession  of  fine  days  angling  has  somewhat  im- 
proved. On  July  9  Mr.  S.  Street  took  several  nice 
carp  from  the  Adur — the  largest  fish  weighed 
91b.  4oz.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  visited'' the 
Steyning  water  on  July  10,  but  were  not  very  suc- 
cessful. The  liver  at  the  present  time  is  full  of 
floating  grass,  cut  from  the  banks.  A  good  freshet 
is  sadly  wanted.  From  the  upper  water  of  the 
Ouse  a  nice  trout  of  Iflb.  was  taken  on  July  11, 
while  roaching  with  gentles.  Roach  up  to  I'loz.' 
were  taken,  but  out  of  condition.  A  party  of 
Chichester  anglers  wer3  recently  fishing  in  the 
trout  stream  adjoining  the  Spread  Eagle,  Mid- 
hurct,  when  some  gojd  trout  were  takent  and  on 
being  cleaned,  two  coins  were  found  in  a 
trout  —  a  penny  and  a  halfpenny  ;  this  is 
given  me  as  a  fact,  but  reads  somewhat  fishy. 
When  a  sudden  shower  came  on,  one  of  the  party 
in  the  boat,  in  his  hurry,  fell  over  tho  side  into 
South  Pond,  the  receptacle  of  some  of  the  town 
sewage.  His  companions  gave  him  a  wide  berth 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  getting  worse  as  to  weeds  • 
the  upper  part  lo(jk3  like  a  green  field.  Fish  are 
dying  wholesale,  and  the  powers  that  be  take  no 
steps  to  remedy  the  nuisance,  not  only  to  anglers, 
but  to  Cicestrians,  who  would  enjoy  a  stroll  by  the 
waterside.  If  the  canal  were  in  private  hands  it 
would  well  repay  the  lessor,  as  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
bits  of  water  in  the  south  for  all-round  coarse  fishing 
A  few  bream  have  been  taken,  up  to  1  Jib.,  and  good 
eels  on  night-lines. — George  F.  Salter. 

TafF  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen).— Sport  with 
trout  only  very  moderate.  The  net  fishermen  are 
taking  a  lot  of  sewin  in  the  tidal  waters.  H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river 
has  rim  very  low,  and  no  prospect  of  sport  until  we 
have  had  a  fresh. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).- The  Teme  in  thU  part  is 
running  low  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been  very 
hot,  and  angling  has  been  slow,  no  rods  being  out 
in  the  day  ;  fishing  has  been  had  in  early  morning 
and  evening.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out. 
On  Saturday  evening  a  few  trout  were  landed  with 
Pale  Blue  and  moth,  near  Ashford. — S.  Ludlow. 

 ■  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  very  low  and  bright.  A  fair  number 
of  rods  have  been  out  during  the  evening,  and  some 
fair-sized  grayhng  and  a  few  trout  taken.— 
Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — Fishing  very  good  during  the 
past  we-^k  considering  the  beautiful  sunshine  daily. 
Mr.  Senior,  in  four  days,  landed  650  perch  and  rund 
and  eighteen  pike,  the  largest  pike  scaling  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Yates  landed  ten  pike  on  July  11. — Wii.  Vickery.  " 

Tyne,  KTorth  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — As  a  result  of  the  nice  summer  weather 
at  present  prevailing,  the  streams  are  getting  very 
low,  and  the  sport  in  consequence  has  ruled  very 
moderate.  Only  a  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  in 
the  evening  with  bustards  and  moths  have  done 
fairly  well.   One  or  two  nice  baskets  have  been  got 
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with  worms  on  very  fine  tackle.  The  run  of  salmon 
and  sea-trout  up  the  rivers  of  the  north  still  con- 
tinues. Sea-trout,  especially,  are  crowding  the 
estuaries,  and  there  should  be  some  fine  sport  among 
them.  The  reservoirs  are  providing  fairly  good  sport 
in  the  evening.  A  few  good  fish  have  been  taken 
with  docken  grub  and  large  white  and  brown  moths. 
Killing  flies :  Black  Gnat,  Knotted  Midge,  Orange 
Dun,  Stone  Midge,  Yellow  Dun,  Red  Ant,  and 
Bracken  Clock.  "What  is  the  maximum  size  to 
which  sea-trout  will  grow  does  not,"  the  County 
Oentleman  says,  "seem  to  be  well  known.  But  it  is 
noted  by  net  fishermen  along  the  coast  that  wlipn 
in  the  sea,  close  to  the  shore,  they  swim  in  shoals, 
all  the  fish  of  which  are  about  the  same  size,  though 
that  size  varies  between  one  shoal  and  another. 
One  successful  haul  of  the  net  may  catch  only  fish 
weighing  lib.  Another  haul,  a  mile  or  so  off,  may 
produce  fish  weighing  21b.,  neither  more  nor  less." — 
Henby  a.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and 
10,  Groinger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  Usk  is  pr  )bably  as  low  now  as 
it  was  in  the  memorable  Jubilee  year,  and  salmon 
angling  will  be  practically  at  a  stand.'itill  until  there 
is  some  rain.  Mr.  J.  G.  Davies,  in  the  Rock  pool, 
killed  a  salmon  weighing  14lb.  on  July  7,  and  Mrs. 
Lister  landed  one  on  July  11.  In  a  stream  near 
Usk  Bridge,  Dr.  Hackett  killed  a  fine  trout  weighing 
lib.  13oz.  ;  he  was  fishing  with  the  worm  up- 
stream. The  association  water-bailiffs  last  week 
netted  close  upon  seventy  salmon. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). —  Recent  takes  here 
include  bream  of  31b.,  several  perch  of  21b.,  and 
some  carp  and  tench.  Jack  up  to  71b.  have  been 
taking  the  worm  on  bream  tackle. — V.  H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  very 
hot  weather  we  have  had  during  the  past  week  has 
been  very  detrimental  to  angling  pursuits.  Very 
few  anglers  have  turned  out  in  the  daytime,  as  one 
hour  in  the  evening  is  worth  all  the  day.  Those 
who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  had  to  keep  well  out 
of  eight  and  fish  up  stream  as  much  as  possible  to 
secure  a  brace  or  two  of  fish  as  this  river  is  as  clear 
as  gin.  The  Derwent,  too,  is  in  order  for  the  fly,  and 
a  few  fish  have  been  taken,  Mr.  W.  Kirkland  on 
several  occasions  taking  two  and  three  fish  of  an 
evening.  Several  members  of  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association  have  also  landed  a 
brace  or  two.  I  would  recommend  the  Red  Cater- 
pillar in  the  daytime.  Fhes,  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Yellow  Dun,  Red  Ant,  Black  Gnat,  and 
White  and  Brown  Moths  for  evening. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe.  Nidd.  Derwent,  Ouee, 
etc.  (Torks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  now 
running  very  low  and  clear.  We  have  been  ex- 
periencing some  very  hot  and  bright  summer 
weather,  consequently  very  few  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  above  rivers.  The  Yore  and  Swale 
want  a  good  freshet  to  clear  the  bed  of  the 
river  out.  Very  few  anglers  about  and  sport 
has  been  bad.  A  few  fish  are  got  in  the  early 
mornings  and  late  in  the  evening.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Wharfe  sport  is  ruling  very  moderate, 
at  Kilnsey,  Burnsall,  Bolton  Abbey  and  Ilkley.  A 
few  brace  of  trout  have  been  caught  with  the 
following  flies,  namely.  Poult  Bloa.  Knotted  Midge, 
Brown  Owl,  Stone  Midge,  Black  Midge,  and  Light 
Watchet.  Sport  with  the  coarse  fish  has  been 
quiet  in  the  lower  reaches.  The  Derwent  is  running 
low  and  clear,  very  little  has  been  doing  on  this 
river.  The  Nidd  is  low  and  clear,  nothing  of 
importance  being  done  during  the  bright  weather. 
Several  angling  matches  have  taken  place  during 
the  last  few  days.  By  kind  permission  of  the 
Marquis  of  Londonderry  the  members  of  the  Yarm 
Angling  Association  had  a  pleasant  outing  on  July  9 
at  Wynyard,  where  the  lakes  afforded  a  fair  amount 
of  sport.  The  heaviest  creel  was  that  of  Mr. 
Goldborough.  The  Robin  Hood  A.S.  fished  their 
annual  at  Kirkstead,  on  the  Witham,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  members  took  part.  The  bright  weather 
was  against  sport ;  Ist  prize  fell  to  Mr.  P.  M.  Slater, 
ex-president  of  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers, 
21b.  4oz. ;  2nd  prize  fell  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Pickorsgill,  21b. ; 
3rd  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Skinner,  lib.  lOJoz. 
Prize  distribution  tookp'ace  on  Wednesday  evening, 
July  13.  Sport  will  not  improve  until  there  is  some 
rain. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly. — Notwithstanding  the  low  state  of  the 
river  some  very  good  angling  was  obtained  on  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Beauly  during  the  week,  thirty- 
nine  salmon  and  grilse  being  grassed  during  the  six 
days'  fishing.  Of  these,  twenty-three  were  landed 
by  Mr.  Duff,  lessee  of  the  Home  Beat,  nineteen  of 
which  were  salmon  and  four  grilse,  the  salmon 
averaging  91b.,  and  the  grilse  4Jlb.  The  Hon. 
liernardC.  Maxwell,  fishing  the  Castle  waters,  had 
ten  nice  grilse  of  the  aggregate  weight  of  461b. ; 
Capt.  the  Hon.  Hugh  Fraser,  of  Lovat,  five,  weighing 


241b.  On  J uly  4,  Major-General  Btiden-Po well,  who 
was  in  the  district,  was  out  for  a  short  time  and 
landed  a  fine  fish  of  101b.,  which  afforded  capital 
play.  Mr.  Phipps  and  party  have  now  come  to 
Beaufort  Castle,  and  Mr,  Barry  to  Struy  Lodge,  for 
the  angling  season.  Netting  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day and  Saturday,  about  ninety  fish  being  landed 
on  Wednesday,  and  one  hundred  on  Saturday.  The 
water  is  now  very  low,  and  in  the  tidal  waters  very 
few  sea  trout  were  caught  during  the  week. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Itiddle. — The  weather  is  vari- 
able, but  during  the  closing  days  of  last  weak  and 
some  of  the  mornings  of  the  present  week  some 
good  catches  have  been  made  at  early  raorning 
fishings  in  the  rough  water  with  bai'.  Night 
fishing  has  also  yielded  some  fair  baskets.  Sea- 
trout  are  plentiful,  and  salmon  more  numerous 
than  usual  at  this  period.  On  Monday  morning, 
in  Langholm  Water,  Mr.  T.  Bell  had  a  salmon 
(121b.)  and  a  sea-trout  behind  the  Distillery; 
and  Mr.  J.  Robinson  and  W.  A.  Jackson  had  each 
six  sea-trout  near  Skippers  Bridge,  the  former 
having  also  hold  of  seven  others.  Mr.  T.  Morrison, 
jun.,  the  same  morning  had  five  sea-trout,  and  on 
July  12  three;  while  Mr.  A.  Johnstone  had  two, 
IJlb.  and  l^lb. ;  other  rods  had  one  sea-trout.  A 
catch  of  six  sea-trout  was  made  at  a  night  fishing 
by  a  Longtown  angler  in  Netherby  reserved  water, 
and  Mr.  A.  Johnstone,  keeper,  Netherby,  has  had 
several  sea-trout.  On  July  8  Mr,  W.  Weatherstone 
had  four  sea-trout  in  the  mid  reaches  1  Jib.,  1  Jib., 
IJlb.,  and  lib.,  and  Mr.  J.  Harkness  had  a  salmon, 
1  lib,  M.  Le  Cocq  had  five  sea-trout  at  an  evening 
fishing  in  the  reserved  water.  The  Hon.  D. 
Cairns,  staying  at  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie, 
had  a  grilse,  4Jlb.,  and  four  sea-trout  l^lb.  each  in 
the  reserved  water,  and  Mr.  McLellan,  Glasgow,  in 
Netherby  water  caught  a  salmon,  1  lib.,  and  four  sea- 
trout,  21b.  each.  Dr.  Paterson  during  the  week  had 
six  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  McMoran  five  in  the  Willow 
and  Cauldron  Pools.  On  July  9,  Mr.  A.  J.  Geen, 
Canonbie,  had  five  sea-trout,  about  1  Jib.  each.  Mr. 
R.  Nelson,  Rowanburn,  has  had  six  sea-trout 
during  the  week.  Mr.  Jas.  Steel,  three ;  Mr.  A. 
Porteous,  three ;  Mr.  W.  Irving  and  Mr.  J. 
Brockbank  four  each  ;  Mr.  D.  Murray,  Canonbie, 
has  had  three,  the  best  weighing  31b.  ;  Mr.  A.  H. 
Burns,  Hollandhirst,  two  each  Hlb. ;  Mr.  Makant, 
Bolton,  has  had  sea  trout  in  Netherby  reserved 
water ;  Mr.  Cyril  G.  Frances,  Hastings,  stay- 
ing at  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  hsid  two 
sea-trout,  21b.  and  lib.,  in  Langholm  water.  Mr. 
J.  Malcolm,  Holm,  had  five  sea-trout  at  a  fishing  in 
the  upper  waters,  where  sea-trout  have  now  run  in 
considerable  numbers.  Mr.  Anderson,  Carlisle,  has 
had  two  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  Lid  die ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Stoddart,  Mr.  A.  Hardie,  and  Mr,  J. 
Watson,  all  of  Newcastleton.  had  four  and  a  half 
dozen,  seven  dozen,  emd  five  dozen  yellow  trout 
respectively  at  a  fishing  in  the  Liddle. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  now  so  low 
that  angling  is  almost  at  a  standstill.  The  bottom 
growth  is  very  thick,  and  few  fiah  will  ascend  until 
a  heavy  spate  takes  place  to  clear  away  the  rl^jris 
that  has  been  accumulating  for  some  time.  On  the 
Huntly  water  on  July  8,  Mr.  George  Gauld  had  a 
grilse  of  2Jlb.  with  trout  fly.  The  net  fishing  on 
the  river  is  also  backward.  For  the  past  week  few 
salmon  or  grilse  have  been  taken  from  the  river  in 
the  Duff  House  district.  A  fair  number  of  sea- 
trout,  however,  were  got,  averaging  21b.  each. 
Along  the  coast  the  net  fishing  is,  meantime,  doing 
very  well.  A  goodly  number  of  salmon  and  giilse 
are  got  from  the  bag-nets  at  most  of  the  stations 
daily.  Salmon  are  getting  larger,  and  weigh  about 
121b.  of  an  average  and  grilse  41b.  The  quality  is 
also  very  good.  From  two  to  nine  boxes  have  been 
despatched  daily  to  the  markets. — H.  W. 

Harris. — On  Harris  Hotel  waters,  on  July  12,  an 
angler,  fishing  three  hours,  landed  three  sea-trout, 
4Jlb.,  IJlb.,  lib.  Fish  fairly  numerous  and  rising 
freely. — Wm.  J.  Cameron. 

Loch  Clunie  (Ross -shire). — The  Rev.  Wm. 
Breton  and  Mr.  J.  Grant  Gibson,  fishing  from  Clunie 
Inn,  have  been  having  fair  sport  in  the  above  loch. 
Strong  gales  prevented  fishing  from  Wednesday 
(July  6)  midday  till  Saturday  morning  (July  9), 
when  good  sport  was  got,  the  basket  that  day  being 
thirteen  trout,  17Jlb. ;  the  aggregate  catch  for  three 
and  a  half  days'  fishing  was  twenty-eight  trout, 
40|lb.,  the  best  trout  weighed  31b.,  and  the  twelve 
best  24  Jib.    All  the  trout  were  taken  with  fly. 


Trodt,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
slocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattei-n. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
■elected  horsehair  casta,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Millbr,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt.  IH,  New 
Statlon-atreet,  Leedi.  lelegiama  :  "  f  iscator,  Leeda.'' 


Loohlnver  (Calagr  Hotel).— On  July  5,  Messrs. 
Waters  caught  twenty  trout,  weighing  81b.  ;  Mrs. 
Fuller-Maitland,  thirteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  twenty- 
four,  7Jlb.  •  Mr.  Turner,  twenty-four,  SJlb.  ;  Mr. 
Newlands,  one  grilse,  4 Jib.  On  6th,  Messrs.  Waters, 
one  grilse,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Brown,  twenty-seven  trout, 
8|lb.  ;  Mr.  Turner,  twenty-seven,  8Jlb.  On  7th, 
Mr.  Dickinson,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Mr.  Turner,  eleven 
trout,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Waters,  ten,  41b.  On  8th, 
Mr.  Turner,  one  salmon,  5Jlb  :  Dr.  Waters,  two 
grilse,  41b,,  51b.  On  9th,  Mrs.  Fuller-Maitland.  one 
grilse,  4 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Murray,  eighteen  trout,  7  Jib.  ; 
Mr.  Turner,  sixteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Greig,  nineteen,  d^lh. 
On  1 1th,  Mr.  Dickinson,  three  grihe,  41b.,  4 Jib.,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Greig,  fifteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Ogilvie,  seventeen, 
5  Jib. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  four,  221b. ;  Mr.  Paul,  twelve,  41b. ; 
Messrs.  Waters  tnd  Mrs,  Maitland,  twenty-nine, 
131b. ;  Mr.  L.  Constable,  six.  2ilb. ;  Mr.  A.  Constable, 
seven,  31b. — John  Mackenzie. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  past  week  has  been 
bright  and  oppressive  with  variable  winds.  No 
boats  weie  out  for  two  days,  and  there  is  no  im- 
provement in  sport,  which  continues  poor.  The 
Clackmannan  Club  on  July  12,  with  ten  rods,  had 
only  four  trout  of  41b.  15oz.,  the  first  prize  being 
gained  by  Mr.  T.  S.  Knox  with  a  fine  trout  of 
2lb.  12oz.  Mr.  Blackett,  Bamburgh,  had  four  trout, 
31b.  12oz.  Perch  are  now  beginning  to  frequent 
the  shallows.  On  July  9,  before  the  present  bright 
weather  set  in,  a  perch  fishing  competition  was  held 
by  the  Dundee  East  End  Club.  The  day  was  cloudy, 
with  a  strong  breeze  from  an  unfavourable  direction, 
and  fourteen  rods  had  only  a  catch  of  sixty-five. 
The  first  prize  was  gained  with  twelve,  which  weighed 
51b.  12oz.  Much  better  sport  should,  however,  be 
got  now.  Rain  fell  heavily  early  on  July  13,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  more  threatens. — Robert  B. 
La-Ino. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  June  20,  Mr. 
John  Sherwood,  Brimslage,  Birkenhead,  caught  a 
salmon,  weighing  15Jlb.  On  July  9,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
Birnam,  one  salmon,  lOlb.,  and  on  the  8th,  fifty- 
eight  trout. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Very  little  sport  is 
being  got  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  rivers,  and 
till  a  spate  comes  little  can  be  done.  There  is  an 
excellent  show  of  salmon  and  grilse  on  the  coast, 
and  netters  are  reaping  a  rich  harvest.  The  antici- 
pations of  a  flood  were  not  realised,  and  the  rivers 
and  streams  are  in  a  filthj'  condition.  Only  night 
or  very  early  morning  anglers  are  getting  anything 
worth  speaking  about.  H.R.H.  Princess  Victoria 
left  on  Monday.  She  has  had  some  splendid  sport 
on  Loch  Muick  and  the  Muick  with  brown  trout, 
having  enjoyed  an  excellent  season.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Neumann  have  again  taken  Invercauld  shootings 
and  fishings.  Some  few  fish  are  being  got  in  the 
Ballater  reaches,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Campbell  had  a 
grilse  and  two  salmon  on  the  Dinnet  section  last 
week.  On  the  Feughside  section  Mr.  Jeflrey  and 
others  are  getting  fair  sport,  having  several  sea- 
trout  and  fairly  good  baskets  of  brown  trout.  On 
the  Durris,  Crathes,  and  Park  waters  a  few  grilse 
were  got  on  July  11  and  July  12,  which  got  away 
with  the  slap  on  July  10.  Don, — Very  little  sport 
through  the  day,  but  fairly  good  of  an  evening  up 
to  10  p.m.  On  the  Parkhill,  Pitmedden,  and 
Kintore  sections  fairly  good  results  are  being  made, 
considering  the  state  of  the  water.  Loch  Lagoan. 
— Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Clyne  are  presently  doing  the 
Speyside  lochs.  On  July  8  Mrs.  Clyne  creeled  a 
beautiful  trout  scaling  3Jlb.,  in  addition  to  others 
of  lesser  weights.  Mr.  Clyne  has  had  some  excellent 
ferox  fishing  with  the  Blue  Devon. — G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — A  few  sea-trout  have  been 
rurming  in  the  firth,  but  the  season  for  trout  is 
over  and  is  replaced  by  the  grilse  run.  The 
herling  are  not  showing  in  numbers  yet.  They 
generally  do  not  make  much  of  a  show  on  the  rivers 
before  July  20.  The  following  are  the  notes  from 
the  different  districts: — The  Annan. — This  river 
is  very  low  and  clear,  and  a  few  herling  are  running. 
There  is,  however,  likely  to  be  a  show  of  these  fine 
sporting  trout  by  next  week  end.  Mr.  Robert 
Graham  had  three  extra  fine  ones  below  bridge 
the  other  evening.  They  were  taken  with  a 
small  brandling  worm  on  fine  tackle  and  single 
hook,  and  weighed  fib.  each.  Mr  Murray  had  a 
couple  with  fly  in  the  same  water.  Lieut.  McDonald 
had  one  or  two  with  fly  on  the  evening  of  July  1 1 ; 
Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton,  one  ;  and  various  other  rods 
have  had  one  or  two.  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom,  of  Mount 
Annan,  killed  a  beautiful  clean-run  sea-trou^  of 
4Jlb.  on  July  8  in  the  Back  of  the  Wood  stream ; 
it  was  taken  with  a  small  trout  fly.  The  keeper 
and  other  rods  have  had  sea-trout  in  this  portion. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  water,  Mr.  T.  Reid  has  had 
several  fine  sea-trout  w.th  night  fly,  and  the  Castle- 
milk  waters  have  also  afforded  some  sport.  Mr.  A. 
McLean,  angling  in  the  Castlemilk  water,  belonging 
to  Sir  Robert  Jardine,  Bart.,  had  a  fine  grilse  of 
4Jlbv,  and  one  sea-trout  of  1  Jib,    Mr.  Smellie  took 
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one  sea-trout  of  IJlb.  In  the  higher  waters  near 
Shillahill,  Mr.  T.  Jardine,  Lockerbie,  landed  one 
8ea-trout  of  2Jlb.  The  streams  in  the  Moffat 
district  are  too  low  for  sport  during  the  daytime, 
but  some  nice  trout  have  been  caught  with  the 
night  fly.  The  DtrnrRiES  Nith. — This  river  stands 
in  need  of  a  thorough  scouring,  and  a  good  flood 
would  benefit  sport  in  the  middle  and  higher 
waters.  The  upper  streams  are  too  low  and  clear 
at  present  for  day  fishing.  In  the  mid  Nithsdale 
Association  reaches  a  few  sea-trout  are  being  caught 
with  the  night  fly.  A  nice  lot  of  sea-trout  are  in  the 
Closeburn  and  Auldgirth  portions,  and  local  rods 
are  getting  odd  ones  after  dark.  Some  light 
creels  of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
tributaries  with  brandling  and  small  pink 
worm.  The  Galloway  Rivebs. — These  rivers  are 
very  low  and  not  much  is  doing  in  the  various 
waters.  Sea-trout  are,  however,  more  plentiful  and 
local  rods  are  getting  one  or  two  with  night  fly.  The 
district  lochs  have  afforded  fair  yellow  trout  fishing. 
Aybsheke  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Some  fair  sport  is 
being  had  among  yellow  trout  on  Loch  Doon.  A 
party  of  three  rods  out  in  the  EglLnton  Hotel  boat, 
Dalmellington,  on  Saturday,  .Tuly  9,  had  some  nice 
fish.  Mr.  and  Miss  Gray,  Rothsay,  fishing  the  loch 
on  Saturday,  July  9,  had  thirty-eight  yellow  trout 
weighing  9^1b.  Other  rods  have  had  moderate 
catches  this  week  all  with  the  ordinary  loch  flies. 
On  Loch  Winnoch  last  week  end  Mr.  T.  Whyte  took 
four  trout  of  21b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Lamerton  a  brace  of 
lib.  8oz. ;  and  Mr.  Hogarth  landed  ten  weighing 
31b.  4oz.  The  heaviest  trout  weighed  lib.  2oz. 
Latek. — In  the  Mount  Annan  water  this  forenoon 
(Wednesday,  July  13)  Mr.  Andrew  Bell  killed  four 
herling  below  Brydekirk  Cauld.  Captain  Thorbum 
took  a  couple  of  sea-trout  in  the  same  water  with 
the  clear- water  worm. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Moraysliire). — Owing  to  the  very  low 
state  of  the  water  practically  nothing  is  being  done 
by  anglers.  It  is  said  the  river  has  not  been  so  low 
since  the  dry  summer  of  1868.  There  is  a  good 
many  fish  in  the  deeper  pools,  but  will  not  rise  to 
the  fly ;  when  they  do  so  are  shy  to  take,  and  will 
be  so  until  the  water  rises.  During  last  week,  how- 
ever, a  few  salmon  were  got.  On  the  Pitcroy  Lodge 
section  of  the  Spey,  Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burn  killed  three ; 
■while  five  were  killed  on  the  Laggan  reach. — J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Banu  and  Tributaries. — After  the  heavy  rains  of 
July  6  a  flood  came  down  all  the  tributaries  that 
discharge  into  Lough  Neagh,  but  it  was  of  short 
duration,  and  none  of  the  discoloured  water  reached 
Toome,  and  in  consequence  no  change  was  produced 
in  the  state  of  the  main  stream,  and  the  stretches 
continued  in  order  through  the  week.  All  the 
sections  are  stocked  with  grilse  that  continue 
passing  over  the  weirs  on  which  there  is  not  enough 
water  to  cover  them,  and  fifty  of  these  fish  were 
caught  in  thp  net  at  New  Ferry,  that  is  situated  four 
miles  above  Portglenone,  in  the  past  week.  Trout 
have  been  taking  the  fly  freely,  and  the  recent 
catches  are  the  largest  ever  recorded  in  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  living  angler  on  this  river. 
Mr.  A.  Meenan  caught  thirty-six  trout  in  three 
d&ya,  651b.,  largest  51b. ;  Mr.  B.  Meenan, 
twenty-four  trout,  401b.,  and  one  salmon  81b.  ;  Mr. 
George,  three  trout  in  one  day,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  T. 
Anderson,  six  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Cooper,  three  trout, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Giles,  fourteen  trout,  221b.,  on  the 
Portglenone  stretch ;  Mr.  H.  T.  Wright,  seven 
grilse,  ranging  from  51b.  to  71b. ;  Mr.  H.  E.  Wright, 
one  pike,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  MulhoUand,  two  grilse,  o^lb. 
and  7lb. ;  Mr.  McCorry,  one  salmon,  81b. ;  Mr. 
ArdiU,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson, 
three  grilse,  4|lb.,  51b.,  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Scott,  fifteen 
trout,  221b.;  Mr.  W.  Gracy,  twelve  trout,  181b., 
on  the  Kilrea  reach  ;  Mr.  Henderson,  one  salmon, 
171b. ;  Mr.  G.  Andrews,  three  grilse,  51b.,  61b.,  and 
61b. ;  Mr.  Frazer,  ten  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging 
from  4  Jib.  to  121b. ;  Mr.  Nagle,  eleven,  from  41b.  to 
151b.;  Mr.  May,  ten,  from  41b.  to  121b.;  and  Mr. 
Show,  twenty-five,  from  3Jlb.  to  181b.,  on  the 
Caronroe  section. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belf^t  and  Diatriot. — The  weather  is  beauti- 
fully fine  but  bad  for  fishing.  The  July  holidays 
being  now  on  numerous  anglers  were  out  on  the 
Woodbum  and  Stoneyford  waters.  At  the  former, 
in  four  days,  Mr.  John  Wright  creeled  thirty-four 
fiah,  but  as  a  rule  the  baskets  run  from  a  brace  to  a 
couple  of  brace  of  fish.  At  Stoneyford  Mr.  James 
Murray  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Langhead  creeled  several  fish 
up  to  l^lb.  The  Maine  was  low  all  the  week,  and  the 
finest  dry  fly  fishing  was  required  to  obtain  sport. 
Mr.  S.  G.  Tagor  had  several  baskets  up  to  a  dozeu  fish 
on  the  Kells  water  reetches.  The  small  streams  are 
very  low,  and  poaching  is  in  full  swing  on  them. 
The  Ulater  Anglers'  Association  will  hold  a  trout 
fi.sbing  competition  on  the  Cloagh  on  the  27th 
August  for  the  Hunter  Cup. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — Amongst 
the  most  successful  salmon  anglers  on  the  river 


during  the  past  week,  were  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr. 
John  Stone,  Major  Cliff,  etc.  Mr.  John  Stone 
landed  six  salmon  and  grilse,  of  151b.,  151b.,  101b., 
Sib.,  61b.,  and  71b.,  from  July  7  to  July  9,  Major 
Cliff  landed  six  salmon  and  grilse,  during  the  same 
time,  of  151b.,  81b.,  01b.,  Gib.,  71b.,  and  71b. ;  Mr. 
S.V.Thomas  landed  four  of  Ulb.,  81b.,  61b.,  and 
61b.;  Mr.  Warrander  landed  four  of  IS.Jlb.  131b., 
121b.,  and  71b.;  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn  landed  two  grilse 
of  61b.  and  51b. ;  and  Messrs.  C.  J.  and  B.  W. 
Sitwell  landed  a  couple  of  grilse  of  similar  weights. 
Mr.  Johnston  took  some  fine  baskets  of  trout  on 
the  Erne  during  the  past  week  (Stewart  tackle 
flshing),  largest  trout  weighing  41b. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Galway  River. — Anglers  on  the  Galway  river 
continue  to  have  good  spori.  The  weather  was 
during  the  end  of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of 
this  very  bright  with  easterly  winds.  White  trout 
are  now  running.  The  following  is  the  catch  for 
the  week : — On  July  6,  Mr.  Waldo  had  nine  salmon, 
weighing  461b.;  Capt.  MacGowan,  three,  16Jlb. ; 
Capt.  Steward,  six,  37^1b. ;  Mr.  Coates,  seven,  34lb. 
On  7th,  Capt.  Steward,  two,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  Waldo, 
two,  lO^lb. ;  Mr.  O'Neill  Power,  three,  131b. ;  Capt. 
MacGowan,  six,  22ilb.  ;  Mr.  Coates,  five,  24ilb. 
On  8th.  Mr.  Waldo,  one,  61b.  ;  Mrs.  Hallett,  one,  51b. ; 
Capt.  Steward,  five,  28^1b. ;  Capt.  MacGowan,  four, 
27ilb.  ;  Mr.  Coates,  three,  14|lb.  On  9th,  Capt. 
Steward,  four,  201b. ;  Mr.  Hallett,  two,  101b. ;  Capt. 
MacGowan,  three,  241b. ;  Mr.  Coates,  four,  251b. 
On  11th,  Capt.  Steward,  two,  61b. ;  Mr.  Waldo,  four, 
221b.  ;  Capt.  MacGowan,  six,  40pb.  ;  Mr.  Twenty- 
man,  four,  IQJlb.  On  I2th,  Capt.  Steward.one,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Waldo,  four,  191b. ;  Capt.  MacGowan,  four, 
23ilb. ;  Mr.  Coates,  two,  101b.— W.  N.  Milne. 

Eillamey. — Though  the  weather  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  time,  has  been  too  sultry  and  bright 
some  sport  was  had  at  salmon,  and  brown  trout 
fishing  yielded  well  in  the  late  evenings.  Salmon 
and  peal  are  still  arriving  in  good  numbers.  Things 
have  been  very  quiet  recently  at  Caragh  and  Glen- 
•car.— T.  J.  D. 

jMOVLgh.  Cnrrane,  eto.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  takes  of  sea  trout  varied  from  three  to  nine 
fish,  averaging  about  l^lb.  Only  a  few  have  been 
had,  thougn  tnose  fish  are  undoubtedly  numerous. 
Brown  trout  have  yielded  generally  good  sport. 
The  upper  lakes  yielded  sport  of  a  good  description 
both  at  sea  and  brown  trout,  and  on  Coppal  lake 
also  matters  have  been  satisfactory  in  the  trouting 
departments. — T.  J.  D. 

IiOngh  BlelTin. — Trouting  was  again  first- 
rate  during  the  early  days  of  the  past  week,  but 
owing  to  the  bright  weather  it  has  fallen  off.  Mr. 
Gillan  caught  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  a  trout  fly  on 
July  9;  Mr.  P.  Wren,  caught  a  brown  trout  of  4pb. 
on  July  11,  trolling,  and  Mr.  Baird  a  handsome  trout 
weighing  5lb.  on  a  trout  fly  (Zulu)  on  July  7. 
Trout  anglers,  out  on  the  lake  from  Garrison, 
Kinlough,  Bundoran,  etc.,  had  very  fair  sport 
amongst  the  gillaroos  and  brown  trout,  taking 
baskets  daily  containing  from  fifteen  to  thirty-two 
trout,  some  of  the  gillaroos  taken  weighing  lib.,  IJlb., 
and  21b.  Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  were 
Mr.  R.  Simpson  and  friend.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  P.  Wren,  Mr.  C.  Kelly, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baird,  etc. — M.  Bogan  and  Sons. 

Monme  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  Mourne  is  again  low  with  a  corresponding 
falling  off  in  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  After  the 
little  fresh  of  last  week  Mr.  Dobson  killed  five 
salmon  on  July  7  ;  Capt.  Williams,  one,  and  Capt. 
J.  E.  Carter,  two,  on  the  9th  inst. ;  and  on  the  11th 
inst..  Captain  Williams,  one,  and  Mr.  Dobson,  one. 
Col.  Barker  and  Mr.  Thwaites  have  arrived  at  New- 
town Stewart  for  the  fishing.  A  heavy  flood  is 
needed  badly.  Some  showers  lell  on  Wednesday. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  oo.  Mayo). — Fishing  during  the 
week  was  good.  Mr.  J.  Bateman  got  eleven  fish 
for  the  week,  and  Dr.  Bryan  five  ;  Mr.  Mills,  five  ; 
Mr.  Gladstone  had  three  in  one  day,  and  lost  four 
after  some  good  runs ;  Mr.  Wilson,  two,  lOlb.,  on 
the  upper  water.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well, 
some  good  trout  being  got  on  the  fly. — John  Devbbs. 

Moy  (Poxford). — Fishing  here  the  last  week, 
Mr.  F.  C.  Scargill,  eleven  fish,  average  weight,  81b. 
Mr.  W.  R.  Mills  killed  on  July  6,  seven  fish, 
average  weight,  Gib. ;  Dr.  Brayne,  three  fish,  on 
July  6,  and  two  on  July  7,  average  weight,  61b. 
Weather  very  bright  and  warm. — P.  J.  Coohlan. 

Moy,  Zioughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  here  bright  and  warm,  Mr.  John 
Garvey,  five  grilse,  29lb. ;  Mrs.  Garvey,  one  grilse, 
71b.  ;  Captain  Pratt,  two  grilse,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Mills, 
four  grilse,  231b.;  Dr.  Mayne,  four  grilse,  231b.; 
Mr.  Legard,  three  grilse,  17^11).  ;  Judge  Beatman, 
one  salmon,  121b.,  and  five  grilse,  241b. ;  Mr.  Phillips, 
seven  grilse,  411b. ;  Miss  Granville,  one  grilse,  71b. ; 
Mr.  E.  Perry  Knox-Gore,  four  grilse,  23lb.  ;  Mr. 
Aubery  Perry  Knox-Gore,  one  grilse,  71b. ;  Mr.  P. 
Stow,  five  grilse,  261b.,  one  salmon,  7ilb. ;  Col. 


Saunders  Knox-Gore,  one  grilse,  61b.  There  were 
got  twelve  grilse  and  two  salmon  on  the  Moeen- 
falcon  water,  total  weight  771b,  Sea-trout  fishing 
on  the  Moy  very  good,  best  take  for  one  rod  in  a 
day  thirty-three,  2llb.  Some  nice  trout  were  got 
on  the  loughs,  Mr.  Cuddy  and  friend  had  eight 
jack,  941b.,  largest  221b.  Nearly  all  the  above 
fiih  were  taken  on  the  King  Edward  fly. — Pat 
Hkabne.s. 

North  Kerry  Ki vers.— Though  the  weather  has 
been  sultry  and  bright,  fair  sport  has  been  had  at 
salmon  and  sea-trout  on  the  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh, 
and  Cashen,  the  best  takes  being  had  in  the  lato 
evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Sliannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Brilliant  sunshine 
during  the  past  week  has  acted  rather  unfavourably 
towards  angling ;  now  a  change  has  taken  place 
and  we  trust  an  improvement  in  sport  will  follow. 
On  Hermitage,  Mr.  D.  L.  Wright  killed  six  peal,  S^b., 
41b.,  61b.,  341b.,  3Jlb.  and  3lb.  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Milner  killed  five  peal,  41b.,  51b.,  4lb., 
5Jlb.  and  5llh.  On  Prospect,  Major  Hallowes 
killed  three  peal,  71b.,  5Jlb.,  and  4Jlb.  Mr.  C.  C. 
Church,  one  peal,  41  b. — John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Iiongfh  Derg  (Eillaloe). — We 
have  had  gorgeous  weather  all  this  week,  which  has 
brought  the  water  down  somewhat  lower  than  we 
could  have  wished.  But  rain  appears  imminent, 
and  if  it  should  come  the  fishing  would  be  improved. 
April  7,  Mr.  E.  Machin.  one  salmon,  161b.,  and 
one  grilse,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  S.  Hodding,  two  grilse,  7ilb., 
6|lb.  8th,  Mr.  Machin,  one  grilse,  6pb.  9th,  Capt. 
Bayley,  two,  5Jlb.,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  E.  Machin,  one,  71b. 
12th,  Capt.  Bayley,  one,  51b.;  M.  Gleeson.  on  my 
water,  two,  71b.,  61b.,  and  one  river  pike,  151b. — 

S.  J.  HUBLEY. 


SEA  FISHING. 

BrigHton. — We  are  having  glorious  summer 
weather  and  calm  seas,  and  boat  anglers  off  daily 
after  pout- whiting,  flat  fish,  etc.  Mackerel  continue* 
to  "school"  close  in  shore,  but  the  larger  "schools" 
have  gone  eastward. — H. 

Hastings. — Sport  just  now  very  good  with  flat- 
fish. Several  boats  returned  with  about  200  or 
over  as  the  result  of  a  few  hours'  fishing  to  two 
rods.  Daba  very  good  size.  Piers  fairly  good  for 
time  of  year.  On  July  12,  Mr.  Brooker,  from 
Hastings  Pier,  landed  a  fine  dab  of  lib.  2oz.  A  few 
bass  about,  also  an  occasional  sole  landed. — H.  D. 

Penzance. — Bream  have  been  very  plentiful 
during  the  past  week  ;  but  other  fish  not  nearly  so 
abundant,  so  that  pier  anglers  are  only  having 
moderate  sport.  Drift  mackerel  fishing  over,  but 
seine  fishing  has  just  begun. — H. 

Plymonth. — The  tourist  or  holiday  fisherman 
can  find  a  variety  of  sport  here  just  now.  Pollack 
are  plentiful  in  several  parts  of  the  Sound,  and  also 
at  the  east  and  west  end  of  the  Breakwater,  and 
larger  ones  still  at  the  back  of  the  Mewstone  and 
around  Penlee  and  Rame  Head.  Large  quantities 
of  mackerel  have  been  taken  whiffing.  We  are 
expecting  that  the  shoals  will  soon  break  up,  when 
the  fish  will  be  taken  at  the  bottom;  they  then 
afford  good  sport  on  ground  ledgers  or  chopsticks. 
Bass  aie  rather  plentiful  at  the  back  of  the  island, 
also  inside  the  breakwater  at  the  cage  end.  They 
are  taking  the  spinning  sand-eel.  —  William 
Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsgate.— A  good  many  boats  have  been  out 
this  week  and  have  had  good  takes  of  flatfish  and 
pouting,  both  being  plentiful,  but  rather  small  in 
size.  From  the  West  Pier,  dabs,  pouting,  and  a  few 
nice  silver  eels  have  been  taken,  and  from  the  Iron 
Pier,  dabs  and  pouting,  and  a  few  bass  have  been 
had.  There  are  plenty  of  smelts  for  the  juveniles. 
Since  July  1 1  the  wind  has  been  blowing  rather 
strong  from  the  eastward. — Grey  ^Mullet. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — The  bay  is  full  of  fish,  but 
owing  to  a  strong  eeisterly  wind  the  boats  have  not 
been  able  to  put  out  since  July  9.  On  that  day 
they  landed  28,000  mackerel  and  a  quantity  of  big 
whiting. — Wm.  Vickeey. 

Weymouth. — The  wind  and  tide  arp  just  right  for 
bass  fishing  this  week,  and  the  harbour,  backwater, 
and  Ferry  Bridge  abound  with  fish  of  all  sizes. 
Some  excellent  catches  have  been  rrrade  from  each 
place,  fishing  with  light  lines  and  live  shrimp  for 
bait.  On  Tuesday  morning,  Capt.  Martin,  W.A.A,, 
captured  a  fine  ba=s  at  l<"erry  Bridge,  which  scaled 
7Jlb.,  also  two  others,  weighing  a^lb.  and  2Jlb. 
respectively,  and  Mr.  Ra«,  another  member,  took 
three  fish,  weighing  5|lb.,  2lb.  lOoz.,  and  2ilb., 
besides  losing  some  larger  ones.  Mr.  Moggeridge, 
fishing  in  the  Backwater  on  Tuesday  evening,  caught 
five  bass,  weighing  from  2lb.  to  3lb.,  also  eight  eels. 
Eels  and  flatfish  are  again  plentiful,  aUo  plenty  of 
whiting  round  by  the  Breakwater.  I  hear  that  a 
bass  ot  4Jlb,  was  caught  from  the  Harbour  Bridge 
late  in  the  evening  of  July  11. — Chas.  J.  Russell, 
Hon.  Sec.  W.A.A. 
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^offings  bg  f^c  i3ap. 

"  Little  brooks  make  great  rivers.^' 


We  give  thia  week  an  index  (as  a  supplement)  for 
the  half-year  ending  June  25,  1904. 


It  would  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament  Committee  if  intending  com- 
petiturs  will  kindly  note  the  final  arrangements  (up 
to  date,  July  14),  which  appear  on  page  iv.  All 
information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Hon.  Sec, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  Duloe  House,  Leytonstone.  On 
p.  xvi.  will  be  found  the  conditions  for  the  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brothers'  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament 
to  be  held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on  Thursday,  July  28. 


The  programme  of  the  summer  session  (1904)  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  is  as  follows  July  20  and  27,  dis- 
cussion, "  Where  to  go  Fishing  for  the  Summer 
Holiday,"  by  the  secretary;  Aug.  3,  no  meeting; 
Aug.  10,  ordinary  meeting — reports  of  holiday 
experiences:  Aug.  17,  paper,  "Hints  to  Amateurs," 
by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker ;  Aug.  24,  ordinary  meeting 
and  discussion;  Aug.  31,  discussion,  "Should  the 
Autumn  Competition  be  continued  at  Deal  ?"  by 
the  secretary ;  Sept.  7,  discussion  continued ; 
Sept.  14,  ordinary  meeting  and  discussion;  Sept.  21, 
ordinary  meeting  and  discussion  ;  Sept.  28,  ordinary 
meeting  and  discussion. 

14(  «  It!  «  * 

It  will  be  interesting  to  note  that  the  "  insert " 
for  the  pocket-book  has  been  sent  to  every  mem- 
ber; that  one  hundred  new  stations  have  been 
added — bringing  the  total  up  to  264  ;  and  that  the 
conditions  attaching  to  the  ^'  Committee  Cup  "  are 
set  out  on  page  205. 


F  Congressman  Joseph  T.  Robinson,  of  Arkansas, 
on  his  way  to  Washington,  saw  an  old  darky  at  a 
station  where  the  train  was  stopping  for  a  few 
minutes.  "Hello,  uncle,"  he  said,  "are  you  wait- 
ing for  anybody  ?"  "No,  sah:  jes'  waitin'  round 
fer  de  angel  Gabreel  to  call  me."  "  Well,  you're  in 
luck ;  but  what  do  you  reckon  you'll  do  for  wings 
when  you  get  to  Paradise  ?  "  "  Bress  de  Lawd, 
sah,  I  hopes  I  don'  get  any."  "  Why  not  ?  Afraid 
you  won't  be  able  to  use  them  ?  "  "  No,  sah  ;  but 
i'se  'fraid  dat  flyin'  about  '11  be  too  hard  work  fer 
an  oV  man  like  me,  sah." 


'  Aiiii  the  world  over  there  are  seekers  after  amuse- 
ment ;  in  the  great  search  for  it  men  will  walk  long 
distances  at  six  and  seven  miles  an  hour,  will  ride 
bicycles  at  twice  their  right  and  necessary  speed, 
wili  play  cricket  in  the  scorching  sun  and  "footer" 
in  the  freezing  cold,  will  not  only  run,  leap,  swim, 
jump,  and  bound,  but  so  keen  is  the  desire  for 
amusement  that,  I  am  credibly  informed,  there  are 
thousands  who  will  even  go  fishing  for  it.  And  now 
our  search  is  over  we  need  no  longer  look  for  it,  for 
32  pages  of  it  will  come  to  us  on  the  1st  of  every 
month  for  sixpence !  Thirty-two _  pages  of  pood, 
sound,  honest  amusement  with  which,  so  cunningly 
blended  that  we  take  it  in  unnoticed,  is  a  vast 
amount  of  very  useful  instruction.  If  ever  a  paper 
supplied,  and  well  supplied,  a  long  felt  want  it  is 
Amusement ;  herein  will  be  found  matter  for  all — 
jokes  for  the  merry,  wisdom  for  the  wise,  sage 
converse  for  the  serious,  and  lighter  reading  for  the 
simple  pleasure- seeker.  Mr.  Edwin  Drew  (editor  of 
Amusement,  Press  Bureau,  6,  Whitefriars-street, 
E.C.)  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  production  of  an 
excellent  paper,  where  stories,  poems,  articles,  and 
sketches  follow  each  other  in  pleasing  sequence,  and 
mv  advice  to  one  and  all  is  to  "  ask  for  Amusement 
and  see  that  you  get  it." 


Mb.  a.  H.  Penny,  writing  from  Brighton,  says  ho 
was  fishing  in  company  with  Mr.  Charles  Chapman 
on  the  Palace  Pier  on  July  8,  who  captured  on  rod 
and  line  a  plaice  of  S  Jlb.  Truly  a  nice  fish  on  light 
gut  tackle,  and  so  far  as  I  can  remember,  one  of  the 
finest  plaice  taken  from  that  place. 


The  motor-car  has  long  ago  been  pressed  into 
the  service  of  the  hunting  man  as  a  covert  hack, 
but  BO  far  as  I  am  aware  it  has  been  reserved  for 
Lechlade,  Cirencester,  and  district  to  subdue  the 
"fiery"  monster  to  the  service  of  the  wielder  of 
rod  and  line.  I  am  informed  that  a  Bervice  of 
motor  omnibuses  has  just  been  put  on  the  road  in 
thit  district,  and  on  looking  through  the  time-tables 
and  fares  I  can  imagine  that  they  should  prove  a 
convenience  to  visitors  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants 
of  th»  country-side.  I  might  also  suggest  that 
the  publication  of  the  time-tables  in  the  busineas 


columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  prove  an 
excellent  investment  for  the  proprietors  of  the  new 
vehicles. 


A  WIRE  from  Mr.  G.  A.  W.  Griffiths,  of  the 
Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  near  Farnham,  Surrey, 
shows  that  good  sport  is  being  obtained  :  "  Several 
tench  up  to  31b.  and  two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout 
taken  with  the  fly  on  July  12." 


Great  indignation  has  been  caused  in  the  parish 
of  Brydekirk,  near  Annan,  in  consequence  of  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  parish  minister  of  Bryde- 
kirk regarding  the  abolition  of  the  only  licence  at 
Brydekirk,  near  Annan,  which  has  been  in  existence 
for  a  century.  He  was  one  of  the  active  movers  in 
raising  a  petition  against  the  licence.  As  a  protest 
against  his  attitude  the  people  are  refusing  to 
attend  the  church.  The  nearest  licensed  house  is 
six  miles  off. 


Readers  of  "Old  London"  literature  will 
remember  Dando,  the  oyster-eater,  who  used  to 
swallow  a  score  or  two  of  bivalves,  and  then,  with 
the  mere  remark,  "  I'm  Dando,"  walk  off  without 
paying.  The  mantle  of  this  gentleman  seems  to  have 
fallen  on  the  shoulders  of  the  gallant  "  Officer  and 
Gentleman"  who  ran  ■  up  a  bill  of  £40  8s.  9d. 
for  luncheons  and  wines  and  then  offered — 
under  compulsion — to  pay  the  hotel-keeper  by 
instalments  of  fl  per  month  !  "Defendant 
said  his  pay  was  6s.  6d.  a  day,  48.  for  messing, 
2s.  6d.  field  allowance  under  canvas.  Is.  half- 
lodging,  and  Is.  6di  forage  allowance  for  his  horse." 
With  such  resources  he  went  in  for  expensive  lunches 
and  wines.  The  sooner  this  officer  goes  where  he 
can  capture  provisions  *'  from  the  enemy ' '  the  better. 


I  WAS  invited  to  an  angling  meeting  recently  not 
very  far  from  Soho.  The  club  members  are  good 
sportsmen — real  anglers.  I  think  they  call  it  a 
"cosmopolitan"  club.  There  are  nearly  one  hun- 
dred of  them,  and  the  languages  they  use  I — well, 
there,  they  come  from  everywhere  but  the  "bright 
Indies."  The  discussion,  some  of  which  I  could 
not  "grasp,"  was  the  menu  for  the  forthcoming 
dinner.  One  man  (from  Ireland)  said  "Shtop  the 
blitherin'.  We  are  going  to  pay  10s.  6d.  for  the 
dinner,  and  why  don't  you  lave  it  to  the  restaura — 
caterer — cook?"  Another  said,  "  I  pay  my  money 
and  I  shall  have  a  hand  in  naming  the  dishes." 
Ditto  another,  and  another.  This  was  the  menu : — 
*  •  *  •  * 

Soups :  Clear  and  not  clear. 

BtCThHHKa   I^SZIKOBtAtnura,  CAOBECkHO 

Der  Krieg. 

ASa^Kbl    CX   a^HTlEMZ    IIpEnOA.  .  .  .  IwAHN 

Deenay  forget. 

^rTQjai^<5c:)i_LiJ  <3'r&j(S)^rEj<5(5r^LQ 

Spaysyal  dees  die  :  Eggs  et  bacon. 

G<g'ggT<OTl-lL.L-(5ror^<g;]  ^^fira-u) 
Auf  Leben  und  Tod. 
Limburger  and  cheeses  various. 

Don't  forget  zee  vaitares. 


"Amateur  Izaak"  asks:  "Have  you  ever 
noticed  that  the  biggest  trout  are  always  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  ?  That  the  fly  they  are 
taking  is  the  one  you  have  run  out  of  or  left  at 
home  ?  That  the  hook  they  manage  to  wriggle  off 
will  catch  treea  beautifully  or  get  tied  up  some- 
where round  the  back  end  of  you  7  That  when 
they  begin  to  rise  after  a  spell  it  is  time  for  you  to 
go  home?"  [Yes,  my  good  young  "amateur,"  I 
have  often  noticed  these  "thats,"  and  so  hav(> 
scores  of  others  who  would  resent  being  called 
"amateurs."] 


Elderly  Adviser:  "I  am  glad  you  disUke  slangy 
young  men."  Miss  Quickstep:  "You  bet  I  do. 
That's  why  I  had  to  shake  Fatty  Feathortop.  I 
told  him  I  wasn't  going  to  stand  for  hi 4  hash 
counter  dialect  any  longer,  if  I  know  myself,  and 
I  rather  guessed  I  did,  all  right,  all  right." 


The  death-rate  of  the  lobster,  apart  from  the 
effects  of  fishing,  is  not  excessive  so  far  as  the 
adult  is  concerned,  and  besides  there  is  much 
natural  protection.    The  lobster  is  coloured  in  a 


manner  to  suit  the  surroundings  of  its  dadly  life ; 
it  is  well  supplied  with  effective  weapons  of  defence 
in  the  large  claws,  and  besides  it  has  the  faculty  of 
automatically  throwing  off  any  of  the  legs  that  may 
get  caught  beyond  the  power  of  recovery,  and  sub- 
sequently regenerating  them.  In  the  young  state, 
however,  the  deaths  must  be  many,  as  in  most 
cases,  if  not  in  all,  the  death-rate  may  be  said  to  be 
inversely  proportional  to  age  or  size.  This  being 
so,  and  recognising  that  the  fishery  is  showing  signs 
of  overfishing,  an  attempt  to  improve  matters  by 
the  imposition  of  a  size  limit  is  clearly  on  the 
right  lines,  says  the  Newcastle  Chronicle.  There  is 
nothing  much  can  be  said  either  against  the  pro- 
tection of  the  berried  lobster  such  as  is  the  case  for 
certain  months  in  Northumberland.  But  a  close 
time  is  difficult  to  arrange,  and  is  not  so  likely  to 
bring  about  much  benefit.  Many  fishermen  claim 
that  the  compulsory  return  of  the  berried  hen 
to  the  sea  has  already^resulted  in  a  conspicuous 
improvement. 


A  celebrated  judge  a  day  or  two  ago  entreated 
a  witness  to  kindly  refrain  from  asking  irrelevant 
questions  as  the  weather  was  really  too  warm. 
"Wanderer"  asks  just  a  few  questions  which  I 
will  try  and  answer  next  week.  Should  any  kind 
correspondent  be  able  to  assist  "  Wanderer "  and 
drop  a  line  to  "  Dragnet,"  it  may  be  the  means  of 
his  obtaining  the  information  desired.  This  is  what 
he  says : 

«  •  •  •  • 

"  Dear  Sir,^ — As  a  regular  reader  of  your  valu- 
able and  interesting  paper,  I  venture  to  ask  the 
following  questions,  and  hope  either  yourself  or 
some  of  your  very  accommodating  correspondents 
will  kindly  answer  me  same,  if  possible : 

"1.  How  are  male  fish  to  be  distinguished  from 
female  fish  ?  This  is  a  question  I  have  never  yet 
seen  asked  in  your  c  lumns  or  mentioned  in  any 
fishing  book  I  have  read,  and  it  would  please  me 
very  much  to  know  if  there  are  any  simple  rules 
that  point  out  the  different  sexes. 

"  2.  Re  Rods  Warping.  I  am  a  bit  of  an  amateur 
rod  maker,  and  recently  made  myself  a  two-joint 
fly  rod  of  greenheart.  I  bang  this  up  when  not  in 
use,  suspending  it  by  a  loop  on  the  rod  bag,  and 
take  care  the  strings  of  bag  are  loosely  tied,  yet 
each  time  I  take  the  rod  down,  after  it  has  been 
hanging  a  week  or  so,  the  top  joint,  and  sometimes 
the  butt,  is  warped.  Could  anyone  tell  me  the 
reason  of  this  ?  Would  it  act  so  if  the  wood  had 
not  been  sufficiently  seasoned  before  making  up  ? 

"  3.  How  long  should  greenheart  or  other  wood 
be  kept  seasoning  before  making  up  into  rods  ? 

"  4.  What  ii  the  best  adhesive  material,  and 
where  obtained,  to  fasten  ferrules  to  rods  with  ?  Is 
there  anything  that  will  do  this  with  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  use  a  rivet  or  pin  ? 

5.  Re  Flashing  Fly  Rods.  Is  the  flash  of  a 
varnished  fly  rod  really  visible  to  fish  under  water, 
and  if  so,  does  it  really  frighten  them  ?  I  should 
venture  to  say  that  it  does  not  alarm  them  at  all 
if  they  do  perceive  it,  or  on  a  bright  day  we  should 
never  see  a  fish  rise  when  such  rods  are  being  used 
on  the  river." 


The  proper  serving  of  Russian  caviare  is  not 
understood  by  the  majority  of  hostesses,  while 
those  served  usually  know  quite  as  little  if  not  lesa 
about  it,  says  the  New  York  Times.  The  dish 
in  which  the  caviare  is  to  go  to  the  table  ^ould 
be  embedded  to  its  upper  edge  in  ice,  until  the 
caviare  is  chilled  through,  and  it  should  be  accom- 
panied by  another  dish  of  finely-minced  onions  and 
a  plate  of  crisp  toast.  The  best  caviare  comes 
from  Moscow,  and  the  entire  output  of  the  makers 
is  taken  by  one  New  York  restaurant.  It  comes 
in  one-pound  boxes,  that  is,  Russiem  pounds,  which 
axe  an  ounce  and  a  half  less  in  weight  than  our 
pound.  The  pound  boxes  are  sold  at  seven  dollars 
each.  First-class  caviare  is  grey  in  colour  and  is  not 
salted,  the  process  of  curing  being  such  that  only 
the  suggestion  of  the  taste  of  smoke  is  left.  The 
Astrakan  caviare  is  very  good,  but  does  not  equed 
the  special  brand  from  Moscow.  Curiously  enough, 
the  name  of  the  producer  of  this  brand  never 
appears  on  the  tin  boxes  in  which  it  comes,  or 
else  is  removed  before  the  boxes  are  sent  out,  as 
they  often  are,  to  customers.  Paderewski  when 
here  often  visits  the  restaurant  importing  the 
Moscow  product,  and  caviare  is  always  one  of  the 
things  he  orders,  often  consuming  two  cans  at  a 
meal. 


Even  a  stickleback  must  sometimes  see  a  little 
life,  and  there's  no  harm  if  you  keep  away  from 
the  bait  with  the  hook  in  it.  DaAONBX. 


July  16,  1904 
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Pfoyineial  flDgling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
fished  their  annual  contest  on  Saturday  last  in  the 
canal  at  Barton  and  Walton,  when  near  upon  1000 
of  the  members  competed  for  a  valuable  collection 
of  prizes.  Two  special  trains  were  chartered  to 
convey  the  contestants.  The  contest  was  of  two 
hours'  duration,  and  was  fished  under  the  asso- 
ciation limit.  The  weather  was  extremely  hot 
and  bright,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  takes 
of  fish  were  very  small,  and  the  winner's  weight 
was  only  a  little  over  lib.  5oz.  ;  for  this  small  weight 
the  wiener  takes  the  first  prize,  but  as  he  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  Society  according  to 
rule  he  will  not  be  the  holder  of  the  silver  challenge 
cup  and  medal.  The  second  prize  winner  is  a 
member  of  the  society,  and  will  become  the  holder 
of  the  cup  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  Mr. 
Shemer,  of  the  Canadian,  was  the  first  prize-winner. 
The  other  chief  winners  are  in  the  order  named  : — 
Mr.  Hall,  Garrison  ;  Mr.  Owen,  Bellbam  ;  Mr.  Craven, 
Seymour;  Mr.  Davie,  St.  Thomas's;  Mr.  Homer, 
Spring  Hill ;  Mr.  Griffin,  Ryland ;  Mr.  Hill,  High- 
gate  Park ;  Mr.  Hipkiss,  Bee  Hive ;  Mr.  Jones, 
Travellers'  Rest,  etc.  The  members  spent  a  very 
enjoyable  day  notwithstanding  the  great  heat. 
The  prizes  will  be  distributed  shortly,  and 
due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  same.  On 
July  10  the  St.  Paul's  Society  held  their  aimual 
contest  in  the  Severn  at  Upton-on-Severn ;  218 
members  and  friends  were  conveyed  by  special 
train  to  Worcester,  and  then  down  the  river  to 
Upton.  A  very  enjoyable  day  was  spent,  but 
owing  to  the  fine  state  of  the  water  and  the 
excessive  heat  the  takes  of  fish  were  very  small. 
The  contest  was  fished  under  the  association  rules, 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  F.  Hughes  ; 
the  first  six  prize-winners  are  in  the  order 
named:  Mr.  G.  York,  Mr.  G.  Hopkins,  Mr.  A. 
Summerhill,  Mr.  G.  Seeney,  Mr.  C.  Hartwright, 
Mr.  A.  Morris  ;  the  winner's  weight  was  only 
14|oz.  Ticford  Pool  is  just  now  worth  a  visit.  Mr 
Comley,  on  July  7,  caught  a  good  pike  of  181b.  in 
good  condition ;  this  pool  has  lately  been  lestocked 
with  coarse  fish.  Several  members  of  the  Birming- 
ham Piscatorial  Society  have  had  good  sport  on 
their  private  water  at  Barton.  All  our  rivers  are 
low  and  cleir.  Pool  fishing  is  the  best  for  sport. 
The  Birmingham  Assoeiation,  at  the  forthcoming 
annual  contest  at  Abin/don,  intend  giving  lUO  prizes, 
ranging  from  £8  to  iOs.  each. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  lh°re  has  be=n  no  rain,  and  the  w  aters 
are  abnormally  low  and  clear,  there  has  been  an 
improvement,  especially  in  bream  fishing,  thi^  week. 
Hundreds  of  anglers  have  been  in  the  Boston  di-itrict, 
and  those  who  have  carried  on  operations  from  a 
boat  have  done  very  WfU  indeed.  As  an  instance 
of  this,  two  lojal  rods,  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Grand  Sluice  at  Boston,  creeled  upwards  of 
four  stone  of  bream  in  one  d^y,  and  six  si  one  on 
another  occasion.  Many  of  the  fish  weighed  from 
31b,  to  41b.,  and  odd  ones  scaled  over  51b.  Roach 
have  also  began  to  show  symptoms  of  hunger,  and 
some  fine  fish,  weighing  up  to  21b.  apiace,  have  been 
taken  in  the  Tattershall  and  Kirkstead  districts. 
The  Mount  Pleasant  and  Bargate  drains  are  also 
affording  a  fair  amount  of  sport,  creed  wheat  and 
maggot  bait  being  used  for  preference.  Tench  are 
also  being  secured  on  these  waters,  and  a  brace 
weighing  91b.  were  killed  the  other  day.  The  Forty- 
foot  waters  are  running  in  slightly  better  volume 
than  lust  week,  but  theyare  yet  far  from  satisfactory. 
Nevertheless,  some  prodigious  eels  continue  to  be 
taken,  one  of  4  Jib.  being  reported  last  week.  ^ 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  river  is  in  first-class  condition  for 
operations,  and  above  Hempholme  some  nice 
catches  of  roach  and  dace  were  made  duiing  the 
past  week.  Some  eight  or  ten  thousand  good  roach 
and  perch  have  been  turned  into  the  river  Hull  in  the 
Dunswell  district  from  the  Barmston  Drain  during 
the  cleansing  operations,  some  of  them  estimated  to 
weigh  over  21b.  The  Market  Weigh  ton  Canal  is  fishing 
better  this  season  than  it  has  for  several  seasons 
past,  and  roach  up  to  l^lb.  and  bream  up  to  31b. 
each  have  been  secured  in  various  parts  during  the 
week.  The  challenge  shield  and  charity  match  of 
the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamation  took  place  on 
Saturday  last  at  Ferriby  Sluice  on  the  river 
Ancholme,  when  about  300  local  anglers  took  part, 
Mr.  Frank  Carle  carrying  off  the  first  prize  in  the 
match ;  the  West  Hull  Angling  Association  were  the 
winners  for  tliis  season  of  the  challenge  shield.  — 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trouting  on  the  lake  is  at  a  complete  standstill. 
Pike  and  perch  are  feeding  well.  All  the  streams  in 
the  district  are  at  dead  summer  level,  and  the  only 
chance  to  secure  a  few  trout  is  in  the  evening,  A 
brown  trout  of  just  over  21b,  was  killed  on  the  Kent 
by  Mr.  Curwen  on  Monday  night ;  but  the  general 
run  is  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  or  so  par  rod 
per  night.  The  Windermere  and  District  Angling 
Association  is  making  a  bold  bid  to  improve  the 
fishing  in  the  lake,  an  account  of  which  appears  on 
p.  48. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Last  week  end  put  a  stop  to  anything  like  the 
good  results  obtained  in  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery. 
Clubs  make  a  mistake  in  holding  their  contests  in 
blazing  sunshine,  especially  as'the  water  in  the  canal 
is  rather  low.  However,  the  truth  must  be  told, 
first  the  Robin  Hoods  at  Monton,  never  a  good 
place,  failed  with  twenty-rods  to  get  a  fish.  The 
next  event  to  notice  is  that  of  the  Cambridge  A.S., 
for  out  of  twelve  rods  only  four  caught  fish.  A  very 
similar  failure  was  the  Farn worth  A.,  for  out  of 
173  rods  entered,  only  thirty-four  got  fish,  the  first 
prize  going  for  12oz.,  and  the  second  for  8oz.  The 
open  match  at  Leigh  only  attracted  an  entry  of  109 
rods,  and  the  first  prize  went  for  13f  oz.  Another 
open  match  is  being  arranged  for  July  30,  also  at 
Leigh.  Rumours  of  a  disappointing  match  in  the 
Bolton  Canal  are  heard,  but  nothing  official  is  to 
hand.  A  pleasing  item  from  Warrington  records 
the  putting  of  8000  small  rainbow  trout  into  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  last  Monday.  To-day  is  the 
Boys  annual  match  at  Worsley. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  glorious  summer  weather  which  so  many 
pretend  they  revel  in,  coupled  with  the  mania  for 
contests  of  all  sorts,  both  tend  to  keep  the  best  in- 
terests of  anglers  quiet.  The  championship  of  the 
Duchy  Angling  Society  was  secured  by  Mr.  E.  A. 
Goodwin,  who  in  addition  is  entitled  to  hold  the 
Agnew  Challenge  Cup  for  the  present  year;  a  gold 
m^dal  will  in  the  future  remind  him  of  his  dual 
success.  Mr.  H.  Chambers,  on  July  10,  took 
the  first  prize  in  the  Welcome  Angling  Society's 
contest  at  Northwich,  On  Sa  urday  last  (July  9), 
at  Poynton,  Mr.  C.  Whitehurst  again  headed  the 
prize  list  of  the  George  Angling  Society.  The 
Moss  Side  Socials  are  well  pleased  with  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £28  after  the  first  half  year's  working. 
For  to-day  there  is  an  excellent  entry  for  the  chal- 
lenge cup  and  championship  of  the  C.P.A.A.,  which 
will  be  decided  at  Poynton.  The  Sun  Anglers 
are  noted  for  a  very  important  contest  at  Adlington 
to-morrow.  Qhe  Beswick  Anglers  at  Althorpe  on 
July  10  had  a  good  time,  Mr.  W.  Ainley  heading 
the  piize  winners,  of  whom  there  were  eighteen. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

On  July  0,  at  Holme  Pierrepont,  on  the  Trent, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Sewell,  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society, 
brought  off  a  very  fine  catch  of  barbel  and  chub 
with  the  worm,  the  swims  having  been  previously 
baited.  The  former  numbered  twelve,  aad  the 
latter  twenty.  A  high  and  adverse  wind  prevailed, 
or  the  take  wou'.d  probably  have  been  larger.  The 
heaviest  barbel  weighed  (jib.  2oz.  Mr.  J.  Hobson 
has  nightly  had  sundry  barbel  from  the  same  waters, 
and  a  brace  of  91b.  has  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  A. 
W.  Shelton,  of  ,the  City  Wellington  Society,  in  the 
Kelham  district.  A  punt  angler  at  Wilford  hooked 
nine  fish  before  finally  landing  one ;  they  all  ran 
the  tackle  foul  in  the  weeds.  By  perseverance  he 
eventually  secured  seven  for  the  day.  Barbel  as 
yet  have  scarcely  left  the  "scours"  alongside  the 
Wilford  village  concrete  embankment.  Fly  fishers 
are  again  reported  to  have  excelled  amongst  chub 
on  the  Kelham  section,  using  flies  dressed  large, 
and  evening  whiffers,  wading  in,  have  creeled  choice 
specimens  on  the  gravels  at  the  foot  of  Clifton 
Grove.  Dace  have  shown  sport  to  gentles  in  the 
rapids  at  Burton  Joyce,  Stoke,  and  Shelford  ;  and 
on  J uly  9  members  of  the  Wellington  Society  took 
a  large  quantity  of  handsome  roach  with  creed 
wheat  in  the  deeps  below  Cavendish  Bridge.  Eels 
have  left  off  running,  for  the  takes  have  fallen  off  in 
a  suprising  manner.  The  river  remains  abnormally 
low  and  clear,  and  the  bottom  weed  is  proving  most 
annoying  to  bottom  fishers  as  a  whole.  Thunder- 
storms were  experienced  on  Tuesday  night,  but  it 
will  require  an  immensity  of  rain  to  affect  the  height 
of  the  river, 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  exceedingly  hot  this  week 
with  heavy  tempest  in  places.  The  gardens  are 
suffering  very  severely,  many  of  the  crops  will  be 
ruined.  The  rivers  are  very  low  indeed,  and  of  a 
nasty  cowdung  colour.  The  fish  off  the  feed,  and 
sport  bad  all  round,  not  even  in  preserved  water 
could  a  decent  catch  be  had  with  either  fly,  maggot 
or   worm,     A   large  Birmingham  club   fished  a 


contest  at  Upton-on-Severn  on  July  10,  when 
the  first  prize,  a  suite  of  furniture,  was  won 
with  less  than  8oz.  of  fish,  many  did  not  get  a 
bite,  A  few  brace  of  trout  and  dace  have 
been  caught  in  the  Terne,  and  a  few  good  bream 
and  eels  in  the  Avon.  Messrs.  Martin,  Perks, 
and  W.  Thrifts  had  a  brace  or  two  of  good 
trout  from  a  brook.  A  meeting  of  the  Worcester 
and  District  Angling  Association  was  held  on 
July  8,  the  vice-president,  Mr.  A.  Glover,  in 
the  chair.  Nearly  all  the  clubs  affiliated  were 
represented.  The  York  House  Club  was  readmitted 
into  the  Association.  The  principal  business  of  the 
meeting  was  to  arrange  for  an  inter -club  contest 
this  season,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  it  on  Satur- 
day, Sept.  3,  in  the  Avon  at  Wyre- Piddle. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  Lawrence  Working  Men's  Club  held  their 
first  fishing  match  of  the  season  at  East  Cottingwith 
(on  ground  kindly  secured  by  Mr.  Snowden  Sleights) 
on  July  9.  Forty-three  members  were  present,  and 
the  catch  was  very  favourable,  the  total  weight 
of  fish  being  1st.  12|oz.,  and  only  nine  anglers 
did  not  trouble  the  scales.  J.  Kendall  led 
the  winners  with  a  catch  of  21b.  lO^oz.  ;  W. 
Siddal,  lib.  |oz.,  was  second ;  and  G.  Peak, 
15joz  ,  third.  Specials  for  flounder,  perch,  eel, 
and  roach  were  won  by  T.  Bean,  .J.  Nelson,  W. 
Siddal,  and  J.  Kendal.  The  Wellington  Inn  A.C. 
visited  West  Cottingwith,  and  were  indebted  to 
Mr,  Andrew  Moscrop  for  permission.  The  best  of 
weather  was  experienced,  but  the  catches  were 
small,  with  the  exception  of  the  winner,  T.  T. 
Gossop,  who  had  a  nice  sample  weighing  lib.  6oz. ; 
Charlton  2nd;  J.  Petty  3rd.  On  Monday,  July  11, 
the  members  of  the  St.  Denys  A.A.  started  the 
season  at  Myton,  The  catch,  on  the  whole,  was 
most  satisfactory.  J.  Corney  had  31b.  3oz.,  Foster 
3lb.  Uoz.,  and  Storey  21b.  12oz.  Mr.  D.  Langstaffe, 
Secretary  to  the  York  Amalgamation,  recently 
landed  four  very  nice  trout  and  several  eels  from 
private  waters ;  and  Mr.  Dewse  caught  some 
splendid  chub  and  grayling  at  Stamford  Bridge, 
two  of  the  chub  weighing  91b.  each.  Owing  to  tne 
condition  of  the  rivers,  paste  has  bean  a  more 
successful  bait  than  maggot. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  hot  and  bright  and 
sport  has  been  retarded  very  much  everywhere. 
Generally  speaking,  sport  was  only  obtainable  in 
the  evenings.  At  Waterville  some  good  takes  of 
sea-trout  were  had  by  a  large  number  of  angling 
visitors.  Lake  fishing  in  Connaught  was  forward 
notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  weather  and  water 
conditions.  The  principal  rivers  in  this  province  also 
afforded  sport  of  a  good  description  both  as  regards 
salmon  and  trout.  The  Cork  rivers  have  been 
running  very  low  and  much  rain  is  needed  before 
the  best  sport  can  be  expected  on  any  of  them. 
Evidently  those  waters,  or  at  least  most  of  them, 
are  well  stocked  with  salmon  this  year.  Sea  fishing 
is  nowin  full  seeing  at  several  places  add  good  sport 
has  been  the  rule  every  where.  Rain  is  falling  in  the 
southern  districts  at  time  of  writing,  which  should 
improve  matters. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  weather  of  the  past  week  was  ideal  for  holiday 
trippers,  and  bad  for  anglers.  On  July  13  a  change 
was  imminent,  and  the  sooner  rain  comes  the  better. 
Very  little  was  done  on  the  Bush,  which  is  very  low. 
Low  water  is  a  danger  to  the  Bush,  it  being  one  of 
the  few  Irish  rivers  susceptible  to  disease.  The 
coast  fisheries  are  taking  plenty  of  salmon  and  sea- 
trout,  the  rivers  being  too  low  to  allow  them  up. 
The  free  portion  of  the  Ballycastle  rivers  are  too 
low  for  trouting.  The  lower  waters  are  preserved 
by  an  angling  syndicate.  The  Erne  is  suffering 
from  want  of  water  and  the  bright  weather.  A  very 
large  run  of  small  salmon  recently  came  into  the 
river,  and  these  are  giving  some  sport.  Amongst 
the  successful  salmon  fishers  at  various  stations 
are :  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Glynn,  Mr.  Sittwell,  and  Major 
Cliff.,  Some  fine  trout  have  been  taken  since  last 
notes,  including  the  following :  T.  M'Gowan,  two, 
4Jlb. ;  E.  Travers,  one,  2\\b. ;  J.  Stavin,  two,  4ilb. 
and  l^lb. ;  Mr.  Russell,  three  trout,  511b. ;  D.  Dolan, 
ten,  111b, 


Most  Extbaordhstary  Method  of  Taking 
Barbel. — Darcy,  who  kept  a  music  shop  at  Oxford, 
though  very  lusty,  was  an  excellent  swimmer.  He 
used  to  dive  after  barbel  into  a  deep  liole  near  the 
four  streams,  a  bathing  place  weU  known  to  the 
Oxonians,  and  having  remained  under  water  a 
minute,  he  returned  with  a  brace  of  barbel,  one  in 
each  hand.  The  report  that  Darcy  made  was  that 
many  of  these  fish  lay  with  their  heads  against  the 
bank  in  parallel  lines,  hke  horses  in  their  stalls. 
They  were  not  disturbed  at  liis  approach,  but 
allowed  him  to  come  close  to  them  and  select  the 
finest. — New  Monthly  Magazine,  1820. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTEIuS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  <&o. 


"  Out  0/  sig'fe<  and  sottnd  Baiiwoys," 
"  Truly  <m  Ideal  Spot," 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  coniers  in  Englaiui- 
"A  cliarmiiig  spot  to  visit." 

Pishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream. 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs.  caught 
this  season  to  date. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Oulneas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Boom  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Okipfiths,  i'RBSSHAM  PoND,CHtiRT. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  JUiddleaex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Boach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
I'resh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frefiuent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZKS  uv  FISH 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Rudd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch, 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon.  1  inch. 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  Jvine  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike.  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  Cii.  per 
day,  Winter ;  Hi.  Sd.  per  day,  Snninier.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fisli  caiight  during  the  last 
few  months.  Tlie  largest  Pike  scaling  22}  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor, 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOI). 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  PROPRnsTOR. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Eivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldbr,  Proprietor. 


THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable  ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address:  "Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


LOCH  MHOR  HOTEL 

STRATHERRICK,  INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

Overlooking  Loch  Mhor,  ((00  feat  above  sea  level, 
bracing  air,  comfortable   nuarters,  moderate 
cliarges. 

Splendid  Trout  Fishing^. 

Use  of  boat,  and  .Salmon,  (Jrilae,  and  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness  KliKK. 

Telegrams:  " MacOillivray,  Gorthlick." 
DONALD  MACOILLIVRAY,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 

The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

Sn   Pension   Xevms   only   lOa.   BdL.   a  day. 

NO  EXTRAS. 

OINTLY   SIX   HOURS   FROIVI  r^ONDON: 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


WHALES, 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visltora.    135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  In  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  Tliis  Hotel  lias  considerable  very  supeiior  and  varied  Ashing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
iiud  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Koute :  Rail  to  Laii-g,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hu-e,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA.  FISBXyG. 


EXTBysirie  boating  and  hihing. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


NEW  FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  PHOPBiETEEsa. 


LYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 


LYNMOUTH,  DEVON. 


Unrivalled  for  its  home  comforts  and  excellent  cuisine,  and  stands  in  an  ideal 
position.     Good  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Deep-Sea  Fishing.     Boats  and  men  kept. 
Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.    Charges  strictly  moderate. 
Telegrams — "  Valley,  Lynmouth." 


Please  note  address. 


CECIL  N.  BEVAN,  Proprietor. 


Swaq  Holel  Teiitoy,  wofcesteHlre. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms,  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandsbire,  N.B. 

MALC'01..M  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  Noi'th  Coast  of 
Hutherland,  in  one  of  the  Iiest  di.stricla  of  that 
famous  Fishing  County,  and  surrounded  Hy  some 
of  the  finest  pcenery  of  the  Highlands.  .Si)lendid 
Salmon  and  I'.rown  'I'ront  and  Sea  Trout  I'ishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  loehs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  Bitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
OHlce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


ANNAN  (Dumfriesshire). 

Splendid  Herling  and  Sea  Trout 
Fisliing  from  August  I. 

SALMON— OCTOBER  to  NOVEMBER  15, 

PRIVATE  APARTMENTS.   CLOSE  TO  RIVER. 


Mrs.  McGLASSON,  Nursery  Place. 


BUCK  HOTEL, 

IListn^liolm,  N.B. 

Yellow  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  HerliuK,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  in  Border  Esk.  (-'onifortable  Bedrooms, 
Bathroom,  w.c.,  Sitting  Room,  and  Dining 
Room.  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Cigars  of  Kenuine 
quality.  Card  of  Tariff,  and  particulars  of  the 
Esk  and  its  tributaries,  post  free. — Geokqe  S. 
Grant,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  (Jullen,  Deiry- 
nianuin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
lioat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
flailing  fiom  the  one  boat,  £3  hi.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  Gweedore  River  and  famous 
Loughamire.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  wi(  hin  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  best 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horse  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Verj- Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR,  THE  HOTEL, 

Crollff  Uridf/K,  Uweedore, 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  <fcc.  New 
F'ish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers' Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10«.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  U.  ;  Daily,  6.<. 
Boat  and  Man,  hi.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manaoekess. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

HAWES. 

13  miles  good  Trout  Fishing" 

on  River  Yore  and  tributaries.  Day 
tickets,  2/-;  weekly,  5/-;  season,  10/-. 
Good  Accommodation  and  Posting. 
Near  Golf  Links.    Terms  Moderate. 

ARTHUR  COMFORT,  Proprietor. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fishiug  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  I'ishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHING   FREE.  FOSTING. 

Mrs.  mackav. 


MOY  MOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Piiuce  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  Ac.  Fii-st-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.    With  Free  Salmon  Fishiug. 

G.  M  URTAGH,  Proprietor. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fi.shing  in 
nmnerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  '  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Gulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

G.  Shepherd. — The  small  double  hooks  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  are  to  be  obtained  from 
Messrs.  Forreat  &  Sons,  The  Square,  Kelso. 

A.  H. — Pike  and  perch  fishing  opens  on  the  Lea 
on  Aug.  2. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE  KING  OF  ITALY  AND  HARDY 
BROTHERS. 
Deae  Sib, — Will  you  kindly  oblige  us  by  inserting 
the  following  in  your  next  issue : — ■"  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Italy  has  graciously  granted  to  Hardy 
Brothers,  the  fishing-rod  and  tackle  experts,  of 
Alnwick,  England,  a  special  and  public  warrant, 
entitling  them  to  use  the  Royal  Arms  and  to  style 
themselves  'Manufacturers  to  His  Majesty.'  The 
warrant  is  conveyed  to  Hardy  Brothers  with  the 
personed  permit  of  the  Sovereign."  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

Hardy  Bbothees. 


THE  CAMBRIAN  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 
Dear  Sib, — It  would  be  affectation  on  my  part 
assume  an  indifference  which  I  do  not  feel 
arding  the  enterprise  which  has  culminated  in 
the  engineering  of  a  fine  trout  lake,  the  building 
and  management  of  a  capital  club-house,  and,  last 
but  not  least,  the  issue  of  the  handsome  and  beauti- 
fully illustrated  prospectus  which  lies  before  me  ; 
seeing  that  the  moving  spirit  has  been  no  less  a 
personage  than  Mr.  J.  B.  Feildiag,  F.L.S.,  F.Z.S. 
(my  son-in-law),  to  whose  energy,  enterprise,  and 
skill  the  success  of  the  undertaking  is  largely  due, 
and  who  is  likewise  a  member  of  committee. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh,  for  whom  Mr.  Feilding  has 
carried  the  scheme  to  a  successful  issue,  is  a  keen 
and  good  trout  fisherman,  whose  hatcheries  and 
fisheries  are  so  well  known  as  to  require  but  little 
comment  of  mine. 

The  club  may  be' said  to  be  as  yet  in  its  infancy, 
but  it  is  a  very  robust  infant  indeed,  and  promises 
well  for  its  maturity. 

I  have  to  consider  space,  else  the  Editor,  friend 
though  he  b?,  as  well  as  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  will  be  boiling  my  letter  down,  and  extract- 
ing the  oil. 

The  headquarters  of  the  club  is  situated  within  a 
riiile  of  Caerwys  Railway  Station,  L.  &  N.W.  Ry., 
on  the  Chester,  Mold,  and  Rhyl  line,  and  is  easily 
accessible  from  Liverpool,  Birkenhead,  Manchester, 
and  is  within  about  five  hours'  rail  from  London 
it-elf. 

Several  thousands  of  pounds  have  been  expended 
on  the  engineering  and  construction  of  the  fishery, 
including  the  building  of  its  comfortable  club-house 
and  accessories.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  fishery 
includes  streams  as  well  as  llakes.  (See  prospectus 
for  details  of  both.)  The  writer  paid  a  visit  to  the 
artificial  lake  when  it  was  in  process  of  construction, 
>:  d  can  testify  to  the  arduous  nature  of  the  work 
n  undertaken  :  now  overcome  so  creditably. 

\s  the  club-house  is  close  to  and  commanding  a 
I.eautiful  view  of  this,  the  Ysceifiog  Lake,  may  I  be 
permitted  to  add  that  it  possesses  a  very  important 
advantage  over  ordinary  sporting  lakes,  inasmuch 
as,  at  the  close  of  each  season,  the  water  will  all  be 
run  off,  and  the  old  stock  netted  and  removed. 
These  will  be  replaced  by  an  entirely  new  (and  un- 
sophisticated) supply  of  trout,  which  can  be  eeisily 
and  expeditiously  accomplished,  as  this  particular 
lake  is  merely  separated  from  one  of  Lord 
iJf-nbigh's  fisheries  by  the  dam  and  sluice. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  not  only  no  risk 
•V)Ut  no  chance  of  the  fish  of  one  year  becoming 
hook-shy  the  year  afterwards,  and.  this  being  so  I 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  belief  that  the 
fly  fishing  will  never  become  stale,  a  very  great  con- 
si'ieration,  and  one  to  which  1  desire  to  draw 
especial  attention. 

The  club-house  Is  most  comfortable,  and  well 
managed,  and  the  tariff  moderate. 

Xorwegian  boats  have  been  specially  imported 
for  the  greater  convenience  of  fishermen.  Indeed, 
no  expense  has  been  spared  in  making  the  fishery 
a  success,  which  I  trust  and  bolieve  is  now  assured. 

\pphcations  for  prospectuses  should  be  addressed 
the  secretary,  Cambrian  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
Upper  Downing,  Holywell,  North  Wales. — Youis 
truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

P.S. — I  am  enabled,  by  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  B. 
Feildinji,  to  add  the  following  interesting  details  of 
the  sporo  which  has  been  already  had  this  season, 
fif>  far  as  it  has  gone. — E.  M.  T. 

On  July  4,  Mr.  R.  S.  Chamberlain,  seven  rainbows, 
61b.  lOoz.  (lake).  On  the  5th,  Mr.  R.  S.  Chamber- 
lain and  Mr.  T.  B.  Farringtoa  (guest),  fourteen 


Ysceifiog  .  i  Lake. 
(Looking  lip  the  lake  from  a  promontory— showing  one  of  lli<;  fishing  piers.) 


Club-house  and  Bo.\ 


>i  THE  Dam. 


iiiN  Btckerdyiie  "  .Fishing  on-.the-Club'smAlyn  Waters. 
(iSee  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  Letter.)] 
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rainbows,  141b.  2oz.,  and  one  fario,  ^Ib.  (lake).  On 
the  7th,  Mr.  E.  W.  Tate  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Tate,  three 
(various),  lib.  12oz.  (lake).  On  the  8th,  Mr.  E.  W. 
Tate,  seven  rainbows,  81b.  12oz.  (lake),  and  Mr. 
A.  H.  Tate,  two  iarios,  21b.  (Padeswood).  On  the 
9th,  Mr.  H.  Myddleton-Gavey,  one  rainbow,  15oz. 
(lake). 

"SPECIAL  SCOTCH." 

Deab  Sir, — Yes;  what  a  "happy-go-lucky"  he 
must  be  !  Perhaps  he  will  more  fully  explain  his 
paragraph  3  in  Finking  Gazette  for  July  9,  page  27. 
It  is  a  very  touching  paragraph.  Thus  :  ..."  in 
a  life's  experience,"  he  (or  is  it  in  Mr.  Finch's 
experience  '.')  discovers  certain  conditions.  Was  it 
the  conditions  that  were  quite  contrary  to  a  life's 
experience  (whose  ?),  or  does  he  mean  to  communi- 
cate the  information  that  he  (or  Mr.  Finch  ?)  had 
never  during  a  whole  lifetime  seen  a  decent  trout 
under  the  conditions  of  dead  low  water  and  bright 
sunsliine  killed  with  the  fly  ?  Is  he  (or  Mr.  Finch)  a 
" down  streamer"  ?  Of  course,  if  so,  there  may  bo 
no  need  of  further  inquiry,  and  happy-go  luckiness 
is  explained. 

Also,  if  "Special  Scotch  "  "did  not  mean  to  put 
any  pot-hunting  grubber  on  the  job,"  then  why,  in 
the  name  of  all  the  powers  that  be  (your  own,  Mr. 
Editor,  included),  why  give  the  "stinking"  fact 
publicity,  or  put  it  in  ink  or  in  print,  or  discuss  it 
further  ad  nauseam.  Let  the  liver  rot  rather,  and 
drop  it. — Youri  truly,       J.  A.  Harvie  Brown. 

["Special  Scotch"  mentioned  the  use  of  haddock 
liver  as  a  bait  for  sea-trotit  as  if  it  was  in  common 
use.  I  thought  anglers  ought  to  know,  so  that  they 
might  ascertain,  if  good  sport  with  sea-trout  was 
recorded,  how  the  fish  woro  taken. — -Ed.] 


TROUT  CULTURE  IN  FLINTSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  T.  A.  Jones,  in  his  article  on 
"  Trout  Culture  in  Flintshire,"  on  July  2,  seems  to 
suggest  that  I  am  running  a  large  hatchery  as  a 
commercial  concern.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  buy 
annually  about  .5000  ova  from  the  nearest  hatchery, 
the  Earl  of  Denbigh's,  and  generally  manage  to 
rear  enough  trout  to  stock  my  own  water  and  sell  a 
few  hundred  to  neighbours.  When  I  say  that,  at 
present,  there  is  hardly  enough  water  running 
through  my  ponds  to  fill  a  2in.  pipe,  you  will  under- 
stand what  a  very  small  affair  the  hatchery  is. 

If  anyone  owning  a  small  stream  and  thinking  of 
starting  a  toy  hatchery  will  communicate  with  me 
I  shall  be  glad  to  describe  my  ponds  or  show  him 
them.  The  great  point  is  that  the  stream  must 
never  run  dry. — Yours  truly. 

The  Tower,  Mold,  J.  H.  Wynne  Eyton. 

N.  Wales. 

FISHING  IN  DEVON,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  of  your  readers  are  asking  for 
fishing,  and  I  may  state  that  good  sport  cannot  be 
had  without  a  deal  more  rain.  During  the  past 
week  I  have  had  occasijn  to  go  to  two  rivers,  Taw 
and  Yeo.  The  Taw,  our  big  river,  ij  much  too  low 
and  clear  for  any  fishing.  The  Yeo  I  found  as  low 
as  in  the  Jubilee  year,  and  certainly  until  the 
evening  it  would  be  of  very  little  use  to  cast  a  fly. 
Should  visitors  require  anything  in  the  shape  of 
sport  (sea  or  river)  no  better  could  be  had  than  at 
Lynmouth.  The  river  is  sheltered  by  the  hills,  and 
the  sun  cannot  penetrate  through  the  trees  high 
over  the  stream. 

The  sea  fishing  could  not  be  better,  and  no  better 
guide  could  be  found  than  Cecil  Bevan,  who  is 
always  ready  with  every  necessary  for  a  good  day's 
fishing  at  sea.  Visitors  often  select  Ilfracombe, 
but  there  only  sea  fishing  is  obtainable,  whilst 
Lynmouth  affords  both  sea  and  liver  fishing,  and  is 
easily  accessible  by  railway.  I  see  Mr.  Bevan 
advertises  in  your  pages,  and  he  will  gladly  supply 
any  information  required. 

Not  long  ago  jou  wrote  ^respecting  eggs  from 
fowls  which  are  necessary  for  the  hackles  of  trout 
flies,  perhaps  you  would  kindly  tell  ua  the  result. 
Another  writer  asks  what  a  fisherman  should  do 
now  Blue  and  Ginger  hackles  are  practically  extinct. 
They  should  boycott  all  poultry  except  those  useful 
to  themselves.  Many  breeds  are  put  on  their 
tables  which  may  be  called  bones  and  sinew,  when 
without  doubt  these  classes  of  fowls  may  return — 
they  are  in  existence  amongst  a  very  few — and  but 
for  the  little  trouble  and  expense  of  keeping  them 
they  prefer  to  buy  cheap  dyes. 

I  give  most  gladly  my  experience  that  the  class 
of  birds  has  been  in  breed  so  many  years  that  you 
now  only  get  two  out  of  six  fit  for  the  purpose.  I 
bought  last  year  two  sittings  of  old  English  blue 
game,  and  only  one  blue  hen  was  the  result,  and  it 
is  only  by  hatching  out  100  birds  that  you  get  a 
fair  quantity.  The  whites,  blacks,  and  other  useless 
shades  may  be  eaten,  but  I  have  seen  even  from 
those  off  cast  a  return  of  blues  follow. 

The  Coch-y-Bondhu  is  very  difficult  to  obtain. 


and  only  amongst  the  hundreds  of  necks  and 
hackles  I  obtain  do  I  rely  on  a  supply  from  year  to 
year.  Blues  may  dye,  but  these  valuable  hackles 
are  almost  out  of  reach  of  most  firms.  Yearly  the 
old  breeds  pass  away,  but  those  who  can  and  do 
supply  only  natural  colours  are  not  so  much 
patronised  as  they  should  be. — Yours  truly, 
Barnstaple.  J.  Rowe. 


FISHING  IN  ULLSWATER. 

Dear  Sir, — Apropos  of  my  letter  to  Fishing 
Oazeite  of  July  9  replying  to  a  correspondent's  in- 
quiry as  to  the  fishing  in  UUswater,  perhaps  you  will 
be  interested  in  seeing  as  per  enclosed , photo  (by 


self)  the  style  of  the  grand  scenery  of  Howtown 
Bay,  UUswater.  A  snug  little  hotel  nestles  on  level 
of  lake  at  a  point  at  the  extreme  left  on  photo. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  W.  Reffitt. 

Leeds. 

[Mr.  Refiitt's  little  picture  is  delightful.— Ed.] 

FISHING  NEAR  LAUNCESTON. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  of  trout  or  coarse  fishing  near 
Launceston,  Cornwall,  as  to  where  and  to  whom  to 
apply  for  fishing  rights  ?  Shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
any  information  respecting  same. — Yours  truly, 

T.  Frout. 


MR.  KENNEDY'S  BEETLE. 
Dear  Sir, — You  may  be  interested  to  hear  that  I 
have  just  received  a  nice  letter  of  thanks  from 
H.R.H.  Princess  Victoria  for  some  of  my  flies,  and 
expressions  of  high  appreciation  of  them. — Yours 
truly,  J.  L,  Kennedy. 

Ellerslie,  Solihull, 
Warwickshire. 


"  FLASHING  RODS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  use  mostly  a  black  enamelled 
American  steel  rod,  which  I  think  flashes  much  less 
than  lighter  coloured  rods.  Having  fished  a  good 
deal  in  Germany  I  took  a  tip  from  the  roedeer 
stalkers  there  who  wish  to  be  invisible,  and  have  a 
jacket  of  "  jiizer "  green  or  neutral  grass  colour, 
and  added  to  this  I  wear  a  green  straw  hat  with  the 
brim  turned  down,  such  as  German  farmers  wear 
haymaking.  It  is  not  ornamental,  but  I  believe 
the  colour  of  jacket  and  hat  is  less  perceptible  to 
trout  than  the  ordinary  tweeds.  Here  on  the  Barle 
all  dry  fly  water  is  dead  low.  Am  using  your 
celluloid  flies,  which,  oddly  enough,  I  thought  of 
some  years  ago,  but  did  not  know  how  to  work  the 
idea. — -Yours  truly,  R.  W.  Vernon. 

Withypool,  Taunton. 

"RECORD  PIKE." 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  infor- 
mation that  the  Irish  pike  recently  reported  as 
weighing  381b.  Coz.  only  turned  the  scale  at  291b. 
This  is  not  the  first  "  record  "  pike — or  other  fish 
either — which  I  have  tracked  to  its  source  of  origin 
to  find  that  I  have  been  on  the  track  of  a  fraiid. 
As  you  rightly  say,  you  are  at  the  mercy  of  your 
correspondents.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  now  they 
see  that  this  senseless  exaggeration  is  not  reUshed, 
either  by  those  whom  it  concerns  or  the  general 
public,  they  will  stop  it. — Yours  truly, 

Lancaster.  E,  Phillips. 


FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  any  information  as  to  the  fresh-water 
fishing  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ty-Croes, 
Anglesey;  I  should  be  very  much  obliged  for  any 
hints  respecting  the  most  successful  baits,  etc. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  R. 

[In  the  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  9  a 
letter  appears  signed  "  W.  Hughes,"  containing  an 
account  of  some  excellent  sport  recently  obtained 
on  Lake  Coron,  Bodorgan,  Anglesey. — Ed.]  ^ 


FISHING  IN  LAKE  DERWENT  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  information 
about  Lake  Derwent  Water  and  district  as  to  free 
fishing  about  end  of  August ;  if  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  licence  for  trout  fishing ;  also  what  coarse 
fishing  there  is.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation.— 
Yours  truly,  W.  H.  M. 


FISHING  AT  MELROSE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  exp'ict  to  spend  a  fortnight  at 
Melrose  in  August.  Could  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  kind  of 


fishing  to  be  got  there;  what  kind  of  rod  to  take, 
and  what  flies ;  is  the  fishing  free  or  by  ticket  ? 
Any  information  that  will  be  useful  to  me  will  be 
much  appreciated. — Yours  truly. 

Brown  Turkey. 


PLEASANT  AND  CHEAP  ANGLING  QUARTERS 
IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Last  year  a  customer,  Capt.  Golding, 
who  had  spent  a  very  pleasant  time  trout  fishing, 
etc.,  mentioned  how  delighted  he  was  with  both 
entertainment  and  sport,  and  at  extraordinarily 
liberal  terms  for  board,  etc  ,  inclusive,  I  believe, 
about  30s.  per  week.  So  I  venture  to  ask  you  to 
give  the  matter  publicity  for  the  sake  of  your 
many  patrons  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  lady 
who  caters  so  pleasantly  and  successfully  for  those 
who  visit  the  place.  I  am  told  that  there  is  accom- 
modation for  about  six  when  not  engaged,  but 
owing  to  the  limited  ace  mmodatioa  ladies  are 
objected  to,  so  it  is  entirely  devoted  to  fishermen. 
There  are  several  streams  flowing  into  the  main 
river,  the  Blackwater,  and  it  is  on  the  direct  road 
from  Cork  via  Mallow  to  Killarney,  and  I  under- 
stand it  is  a  very  pretty  coimtry.  At  all  events,  to 
many  a  modest  angler  content  with  good  trout 
fishing  and  homely  good  fare  this  opportunity 


Dhuabagil.  Castle. 


rarely  occurs,  and  the  terms  are  so  cheap  that  it  is 
a  temptation  I  hope  to  avail  myself  of  later. — 
Yours  truly,  Henry  Whitty. 

Basnett-street,  Church-street, 
Liverpool, 

[Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  may  want 
the  address  of  this  30s.-a-week  paradise  shoidd 
write  to  Mr.  Whitty  (the  well-known  fishing  tackle 
maker),  Basnett-street,  Liverpool.  I  am  sure  he 
would  not  recommend  it  if  it  was  not  in  his  opinion 
good. — Ed.] 

^Several  lettera  are  unavoidably  held  over.] 
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Ni'.AR  THE  Middle  of  Ullswatf.r  Lake,  about  Seven  Miles  from  Penrith. 
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The  FiSHiso  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Pro^'ince3. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Xotice,  Books  for  Eeview,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marstox,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  wTite  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  Fishixq  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   . .        . .        . .        . .        . .      10s.  6d. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto        . .        5*.  id. 

Three  Months       ditto  ditto         . .       2s.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies.  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    . .       . .      I2s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 


One  Page   £7    7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 


Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

.Ml  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 

addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Adrertisetnents  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address — «'IIIVSAM,  London." 

Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  at  the 
Crystal  Palace,  July  22  and  July  23. 

The  tournament  -w-ill  be  in  full  swing  by  the  time 
this  week's  Fishing  Gazette  is  published,  and 
promises  to  be  a  most  interesting  affair.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  at  least  one  well-known  American  expert, 
young  >lr.  E.  J.  Mills,  son  of  Mr.  Wm.  Mills,  of 
New  York,  has  entered,  and  heartily  wish  him 
success.  He  brings  the  lovely  "  Catskill  Fly 
Rod,"  which  his  firm  is  giving  as  a  prize.  It  is  a 
lovely  little  rod,  and  although  it  weighs  only  3Joz. 
it  is  a  perfect  9ft.  fly  rod.  Mr.  Mills  has  brought 
over  some  other  fine  Leonard  rods,  and  I  hope  he 
wll  have  an  opportunity  to  let  anglers  see  them 
after  the  tournament — when  he  has  shown  what  he 
can  do  with  them.  It  is  a  plucky,  sportsmanlike 
thing  to  come  3000  miles  across  the  Atlantic  to 
compete  with  our  best  casters,  and  I  hope  it  may 
lead  to  a  return  visit,  ilr.  .John  J.  Hardy  told 
me  that  he  would  be  glad  to  be  one  of  a  team  to 
go  over.  Since  this  note  was  written  Mr.  E.  R. 
Hewitt,  an  American  angler  who  cast  in  our  1890 
Twickenham  tournament,  called  on  me,  and  says 
he  will  compete  again  this  time. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  many,  if  not  all, 
records  for  this  country  will  be  broken  at  the  Tour- 
nament, which  commences  at  12  o'clock,  Friday, 
July  22,  and  is  continued  on  Saturday,  July  23, 
at  the  Crystal  Palace.  There  was  a  rush  to 
enter  at  the  last  moment,  and  it  is  a  bit  doubtful  if 
we  can  get  through  all  the  competitions  consecu- 
tively. Next  week  I  hope  to  have  a  full  record 
with  some  illu.strations. 

On  Thursday,  .  July  28,  Messrs.  Hardy's  Tourna- 
ment takes  place ;  for  particulars  see  their  ^.dver- 
tisement  on  page  viii.  They  are  giving  over 
65  guineas  in  prizes. 

Rods  for  the  .Tournament. 

'  It  may  be  well  to  remind  competitors  who  may 
Bee  this  note  in  time  that  the  weights  and  lengths  of 
the  rods  used  in  the  tournament  will  be  strictly 
adhered  to,  and  that  the  committee  will  not  pass 
rods  that  in  any  way  exceed  the  specified  hmits.  I 


would  therefore  urge  all  competitors  to  most  care- 
fully se(J  that  their  rods  and  Unes  do  really  conform 
to  the  regulations.  For  instance,  5Joz.  is  very  light 
for  a  trout  rod,  and  yet  the  rod  must  be  d'^oz.  or 
less  if  it  is  to  be  successfully  used  in  the  light-rod 
competition  ;  and  though  in  the  ordinary  trout 
casting  the  rod  must  not  exceed  IJoz.  per  foot  in 
weight,  or  lift.  6in.  in  length,  a  weight  and  length 
which  ought  to  admit  any  rod,  each  rod  to  be  used 
should  bo  carefully  measured  and  weighed.  I  find 
by  calculation  that  a  10ft.  trout  rod  must  not  exceed 
12ioz.,  an  lift,  rod  must  not  be  more  than  llfoz., 
and  an  lift.  6in.  rod  more  than  14foz. 

The  Great  Salmon  Fly  Casters  at  the 
Tournament. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  contests,  if  not  the 
most  interesting  of  all,  wiU  be  the  great  struggle 
between  Mr.  John  J.  Hardy  and  Mr.  John  Enright 
for  the  18ft.  salmon  fly  casting  competition.  I  am 
certain  that  not  in  all  the  world  are  there  two  men 
who  can  wield  such  rods  as  they  will  use  to  get  such 
residts  as  they  wiU  achieve  with  them.  The 
English  champion,  Mr.  Hardy,  will,  of  course,  use 
split  cane  ;  the  Irish  champion,  Mr.  Enright,  will, 
of  course,  use  greenheart ;  both  are  limited  to  18ft. 
in  length  and  52oz.  in  weight.  Both  are  excep- 
tionally strong  men:  Mr.  Enright  has  rather  the 
finer  chest  and  arm  development.  The  struggle  will 
be  a  close  and  intensely  interesting  one.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken  amateur  salmon  fly  casters  are  likely 
to  show  up  well,  as  several  have  profited  by  lessons 
from  Mr.  Hardy  or  Mr.  Enright  since  the  last 
tournament. 

The  "Hardy"  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Competition 
at  the  Crystal  Palace  on  July  28. 

The  competition  which'Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  have 
arranged  for  July  28  will  be  held  on  the  same 
ground  and  water  at  the  Crystal  Palace  as  our  Tenth 
International  affair.  It  is  certain  to  be  well  sup- 
ported. Five  prizes  are  offered,  and,  in  addition, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  offers  to  give  lessons  in  trout  fly 
and  salmon  fly  and  bait  casting  to  clients  free  of 
charge  oq  July  25,  26,  and  27.  Competitors  will  also 
have  the  option  of  using  rods  and  reels  provided  by 
Messrs.  Hardy ;  their  only  stipulation,  and  it  is  quite 
a  fair  one  under  the  circumstances,  is  that  all  rods 
used  must  be  of  their  make.  Further  particulars 
will  be  found  in  their  advertisement,  or  can  be  had 
by  applying  to  the  North  British  Works,  Alnwick, 
or  to  any  of  their  branches.  1  am  glad  to  see  they 
have  recently  been  specially  appointed  rod-makers 
to  the  King  and  Queen  of  Italy. 

A  Note  from  Norway. 

"  Bolstadoren,  July  15,  1904. 

"  My  dear  Marston, — Very  many  thanks  for 
your  notice  of  the  arrangement  respecting  the 
angUng  here  after  I  leave.  Only  one  day  after  the 
Fishing  Gazette  reached  Norway  an  angler  out  here 
took  for  a  friend  in  Scotland  the  exclusive  right,  so 
there  -will  be  no  open  fishing  this  autumn. 

"  Sport  continued  good  till  the  beginning  of 
this  week,  when  hot  weather  set  in ;  few  new  fish 
ran  and  sport  became  poor.  Contrary  to  my  hopes, 
and  even  to  my  expectations,  the  water  has  fallen, 
and  it  is  thus  evident  that  the  snow  is  about 
exhausted.  Also  is  it  evident  that  the  reports  fur- 
nished in  the  spring  of  there  having  been  much  snow 
were,  as  not  unusual,  inaccurate,  so  far  at  least  as 
this  district  is  concerned. 

"  Melancholy  signs  that  the  best  of  the  season  on 
this  river  is  ending  are  manifest.  Grilse  have  been 
earlier  than  usual,  and  salmon  (even  those  fresh  run) 
are  becoming  coppery.  These  last  three  sunny  days 
I  have  given  my  boatman  hoUdaj'  to  garner  his  hay, 
and  for  day  fishing  have  only  gone  out  for  an  hour 
each  morning  to  fish  a  pool  close  to  the  house.  This 
morning  1  got  a  male  fish,  which,  though  fresh  run 
and  with  sea  lice  on  him,  is  ugly,  with  copper  tints, 
discoloured  fins,  and  a  formidable  hook.  He  only 
weighed  161b.,  though  measuring  35in.,  and  was 
thus  some  15  per  cent,  under  your  scale  for  good 
condition. — Yours  sincerely, 

"  Edw.  Sturdy.". 

To  Prevent  a  Knot  Slipping. 

The  other  day  when  out  fishing  with  my  brother, 
Mr.  A.  M.,  who  has  fished  in  Montana  and  other 
Wild  West  districts,  ho  saw  me  trying  to  secure  a 
bit  of  cord  round  some  rods,  putting  a  finger  on  the 
first  half  of  the  knot  to  prevent  it  slipping  before 
the  knot  was  completed.    (Everybody  knows  that 


knot  which  you  ask  somebody  just  to  put  their 

finger  on  while  you  make  the  last  part  of  it.)  My 

brother  said,  "  Snakes  alive !    don't  you  know 

bettor  than  that  ?    Take  two  turns  instead  of  one 

before  you  pull  the  ends — then  it  won't  slip  while 

you  make  the  third."-    I  confessed  that  it  was  quite 

a  new  tip  to  me.    I  mention  it  as  it  may  be  new  to 

others,  and  it  is  very  good. 



Undersized  Trout  taken  from  the  Thames. 
I  hear  that  an  angler  who  has  been  taking 
undersized  trout  in  the  Thames  is  to  be  prosecuted. 
It  appears  he  was  found  to  have  fish  of  12Jin. 
(weight,  12:ioz.),  12;|in.  (weight,  13|oz.),  and  12in. 
(weight,  ll.[oz.  )in  his  possession,  the  limit  below 
which  it  is  illegal  to  take  Thames  trout  being  16inj 
The  fish  wore  sent  to  me,  but  unfortunately  I  was 
engaged,  and  they  were  taken  away  before  I  saw 
them.  It  looks  as  if  they  were  long  fish  and  not 
deep,  as  a  12in.  trout  ought  to  weigh  nearly  a 
pound  if  a  good  deep  fish. 

Notices  of  Tournament  Prizes. 

If  hy  any  chance  I  have  not  noticed  any  prizes,  will 
the  donors  kindly  let  me  know,  so  that  I  may  do  so 
next  week  ? 

Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford,  PittviUe,  Chelten- 
ham, send  a  capital  guinea  greenheart  fly  rod, 
Multum  in  Parvo  pattern,  two  joints,  cork  grip, 
length  9ft.  6in.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the 
winner  finds  it  is  not  quite  the  action  he  Ukes 
Messrs.  Ogden  &  Scotford  wiU  kindly  change  it. 

Messrs.  Foster  Bros.,  of  Ashbourne,  send  a  two- 
joint  fly-rod,  made  of  spUt  cane,  with  their  steel 
ribbing,  value  £3  5s.  It  is  not  at  all  a  heavy  rod, 
but  is  very  stiff  and  powerful,  and  if  it  should  prove 
not  to  suit  the  winner,  I  feel  sure  Messrs.  Foster 
wiU  change  it.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  rod  which 
would  cast  a  long  line  without  great  exertion  on  the 
part  of  the  angler. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  of  8,  Seymour-street,  Euston- 
square,  London,  N.W.,  sends  a  very  nice  prize  in  the 
shape  of  a  Nottingham  centre-pin  reel  and  a  hundred 
yards  of  plaited  silk  barbel  line.  He  would  hke  it 
given  as  a  third  prize  in  Competition  R.  In  sending 
it  Mr.  Martin  says  :  "I  was  One  of  the  first  casters 
to  come  at  your  invitation  to  compete  in  the  first 
(Welsh  Harp)  tournament  that  you  introduced  into 
this  country.  I  hope  to  have  a  try  in  Competition 
H."-  Mr.  Martin  won  some  prizes  at  our  first  tour- 
nament, and  I  hope  he  may  get  one  in  this,  though, 
as  he  says,  twenty  years  or  more  makes  all  the 
difference. 

Mr.  David  Slater,  of  Nottingham,  has  sent  us  one 
of  his  justly  celebrated  ebonite  combination  Not- 
tingham and  Ordinary  reels,  4in.  size,  value  22s. 
If  the  barbel  go  off  the  feed,  there  is  just  a  chance 
that  Mr.  Slater  will  come  up,  and  I  hope  he  will. 
He  has  often  been  a  winner  at  previous  affairs  of  the 
kind.  The  reel  is  a  beauty  of  his  latest  make.  I 
have  had  one  of  his  combinations  in  pretty  constant 
use  ever  since  it  first  came  out  in  the  early  eighties, 
both  for  sea  and  general  fishing,  and  it  is  as  good  a^ 
ever. 

Messrs.  C.  &  R.  Brooks,  of  62,  Southside-street, 
Plymouth,  send  as  a  prize  one  of  their  Hght,  strong, 
patent  joint  slip-lock  landing  net  and  one  of  their 
net  game  or  fish  carriers,  together  value  12s.  6d.  In 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  1890  I  noticed  the  net  carrier 
very  favourably,  and  I  see  my  old  friend  the  late 
Mr.  S.  Harris,  who  wrote ,  as  "  Stormy  Petrel," 
speaks  very  highly  of  it  for  sea  fishing.  The  landing 
net  is  also  very  good.  It  has  a  folding  joint  over 
which  a  nut  falls  and  automatically  locks  it — very 
strong  and  simple. 

Messrs.  J.  Theaker  &  Co.,  of  2,  Broad  Marsh, 
Nottingham,  so  noted  for  their  first-class  silk  hues, 
send  ten  undressed  lines  of  100yds.  each — 1000yds. 
in  all — ranging  from  No.  0,  the  finest,  up  to  No.  6. 
They  are  in  every  respect  excellent.  I  have  used 
Messrs.  Theaker's  lines  for  many  years,  and  they 
have  always  given  the  greatest  satisfaction,  being 
of  excellent  material  and  well  made. 

Messrs.  Forrest  &  Sons,  of  Kelso,  and  24,  Thomas- 
street,  Grosvenor-square,  London,  send  one  of  Mr. 
E.  M.  Tod's  favourite  fly-rods  as  a  prize.  This  is 
the  rod  described  by  him  in  his  capital  book  on 
"  Wet-fly  Fishing."  The  butt  and  middle  joint  are 
of  choice  selected  hickory  and  the  top  of  greenheart. 
There  are  two  tops,  it  is  double-brazed,  and  is  a 
really  exquisite  piece  of  rod-making.  I  think  that 
the  price  is  £2  2s.  It  is  of  course  intended  for  wet- 
fly  fishing,  and,  in  the  words  of  ^Ir.  Tod,  "  it 
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possesses  backbone,  which  means  that  it  has  good 
driving  power.  It  Ukewise  possesses  the  delicacy 
which  is  almost  as  essential." 

Mr.  W.  F.  Homer,  of  157,  Forest-lane,  Forest 
Gate,  London,  E.,  sends  three  of  his  patent  folding 
stools  called  the  "  Omersit "  ("  Homerseat "  would 
have  been  more  classical),  which  capital  seat  I  have 
already  favourably  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ; 
it  is  very  strong,  simple,  ingenious,  and  packs  in  very 
small  space.  Mr.  Homer  also  sends  a  large  rosewood 
winder  to  hold  eight  roach-Unes,  and  leather  case 
for  same  ;  half-a-dozen  gut  casting-lines  ;  half-a- 
dozen  roach  floats ;  and  three  dozen  roach  hooks 
on  gut.  Mr.  Homer  is  an  angler,  and  I  can  safely 
say  he  knows  what  anglers  want  and  supphes  it. 

Mr.  Harry  Spray,  of  the  WelUngton  AngUng 
Society,  Nottingham,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Dobson  and 
Mr.  J.  G.  Small,  of  the  same  society,  have  sent  me  a 
great  hamper  with  the  beautiful  Nottingham  lace 
curtains,  Nottingham  silk  tulle,  and  silk  blouses. 
I  do  not  feel  equal  to  do  justice  to  them,  but  the 
winners  will  find  that  angUng  will  go  up  several 
points  in  the  estimation  of  their  better  halves  and 
sisters  and  daughters. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick,  have  been  most 
liberal,  and  give  two  of  their  grand  rods,  one  a  spht 
cane  casting  rod,  value  £5  16s.  6d.  ;  the  other,  a 
£4  4s.  5|-oz.  special  cane-built  rod.  They  also  give 
a  50s.  Silex  reel  and  a  special  ditto  made  for 
casting  a  half- ounce  bait.  I  venture  to  prophesy 
that  this  Uttle  3Jin.  Silex  will  spring  into  fame  from 
the  results  attained  with  it  at  this  tournament ;  its 
larger  brother  has  already  attained  world-wide 
celebrity. 

Mr.  M.  Barnes,  of  1,  St.  Swithin's  square, 
Lincoln,  sends  a  good  assortment  of  his  first-rate 
"Lindum'-  silk  lines,  some  dressed  and  some 
undressed,  as  a  prize  for  the  tournament.  I  am 
sure  they  will  give  every  satisfaction  to  the  winner  ; 
probably  they  will  be  divided  between  one  or  two. 

R.  B,  Marston. 


"WHAT  I   SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geen. 


(Continued  from  page  50.) 

Thomas  Caelin,  of  Cloghboy,  Loughros  Beg  Bay, 
Ardara,  a  great  authority  on  sea-fishing,  was  recom- 
mended to  us  as  being  the  man  who  possessed  not 
only  the  necessary  knowledge,  but  also  boats  suit- 
able for  the  bay  or  the  open  sea.  We  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  finding  Thomas  Carlin's  cabin,  in  which  we 
were  invited  to  stay  while  one  of  the  many  children 
was  sent  to  fetch  the  father,  who  was  busy  in  the 
hayfield.  I  tried  again  and  again  to  count  the 
young  CarUns  ;  but,  so  numerous  were  they,  and 
80  mixed  with  the  old  donkey  which  had  two  of  the 
children  hanging  to  her  neck — a  favourite  and  not 
for  sale — the  young  donkey,  daughter  of  the  old 
donkey — price  seven  shillings — the  pigs,  the  fowls, 
the  ducks  and  the  geese,  that  I  always  failed  ; 
sometimes  because  some  of  the  children  were  so 
nearly  alike  that  I  feared  I  must  be  counting  them 
twice.  I  determined  to  give  it  up  and  ask  Mrs. 
Noah  if  she  knew  how  many  there  were.  The  reply 
was  given  with  a  proud,  happy  smile,  as  she 
tightened  her  hold  on  the  babe  at  her  breast,  "  Just 
ten,  sir — as  yet."  And  it  seemed  to  me,  sitting  in 
the  midst  of  all  that  varied  life,  that  the  cabin  went 
on  echoing  her  words,  "  Just  ten,  sir — as  yet." 

Carlin  was  quite  ready  to  relinquish  his  hay- 
making in  favour  of  the  proposal  to  go  a-fishing. 
The  sea  was  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  his 
home,  80  you  may  imagine  our  surprise  when,  after 
we  had  walked  a  third  of  this  distance,  he  burst  out 
with,  "  Och,  the  divil,  'tis  the  boat  I'm  afther 
forgitting  !  "•  He  was  off  home  at  a  run,  to  re- 
appear after  a  few  minutes'  absence  with  the  boat — 
on  his  head  ! 

It  was  a  fairly  calm  day,  so  that  we  could  venture 
with  our  duck-like  swimming  coracle  to  trail  our 
lines  some  little  distance  round  the  head  of  rocks 
that  sheltered  us  from  the  Atlantic  swell ;  and  then, 
as  if  alarmed  at  our  rashness,  wo  would  retreat 
before  an  incoming  wave  ;  to  advance  again  when 
it  had  passed,  hook  a  fish,  and  then  come  rushing 
back  to  shelter.  Wliat  fish  we  should  have  had, 
thought  wc,  could  we  have  dared  a  little  more. 
Still,  the  day  was  a  pleasantly  unique  one  and 


passingly  successful.  It  made  us  long  for  a  day 
amongst  the  monsters  which,  Carlin  assured  us, 
swarmed  round  the  headlands. 

A  day  in  a  larger  boat  was  soon  arranged  for,  and 
we  were  full  of  eagerness  at  the  appointed  hour  as 
we  hurried  to  the  meeting-place.  Carlin  stood 
alone — no  sign  of  crew,  or  boat,  or  place  to  hide 
them — yet  a  few  steps  brought  us  to  a  sloping 
crevice  leading  down  to  the  water's  edge  and  to 
where,  as  strong  as  could  be  built  with  John  Bull's 
money,  as  fresh  as  paint  could  make  her,  lay  a 
boat,  a  "  Congested  District ''  boat,  with  four  of 
its  five  joint-owners  sitting  at  their  oars,  ready  to 
back  in  and  take  aboard  skipper  Carlin  and  his  two 
English  fishers.  I  have  been  on  very  fine  vessels, 
but  this  was  the  first  occasion  in  my  life  on  which  I 
felt  so  overpowered  that  I  lost  my  own  identity,  and 
had  to  ask  myself  who  I  really  was.  This  grand, 
perfectly-equipped  boat,  its  four  mighty  far- 
stretching  blue  oars ;  these  five  well-built,  wiry 
fellows — what  means  it  all  ?  Am  I  a  pirate  bold  or 
merely  King  Edward  ?  Everything  was  too 
mighty,  flashy  and  splendid  for  successful  fishing 
on  such  a  bright  summer's  day. 

Owing  to  the  use  of  our  lightest  sinkers  and  very 
long  lines  we  now  and  then  had  interruptions  to  the 
jokes,  songs,  and  weird  stories  of  our  five  Irish  com- 
panions, who,  though  fathers  of  families  almost  as 
numerous  as  their  captain's,  were,  after  the  first 


half-hour  of  stiffness,  befitting  the  owners  of  such  a 
craft,  as  full  of  fun  as  boys,  and  vied  with  each  other 
in  speech  and  gesture  to  infect  us  with  their  mad 
gladsomeness. 

In  a  long  day  of  merriment  moods  may  change  for 
a  period  ;  no  one  knows  how.  We  only  know  that 
mirth  has  fled  and  that  there  has  come  an  awesome, 
hushful  silence  to  take  its  place.  On  this  particular 
day  the  change  was  sudden.  Seven  happy  faces 
were  making  noisy  laughter  ;  and  then  a  splash, 
and  all  was  changed.  Lips  smacked  together  and 
laughter  died.  Up  and  out  of  the  blue  depths  and 
within  a  foot  of  my  top  ring  a  face  had  appeared, 
which  so  startled  me  with  its  human  expression  and 
the  "  phew  "  of  its  nostrils  that  I  felt  for  one  acute 
instant  that  someone  was  overboar^.  When  I  had 
quite  recovered  my  equanimity  I  exclaimed,  "  What 
do  you  think  of  that  ?  "  To  my  great  surprise  no 
one  answered  me ;  each  seemed  to  prefer  that 
some  one  of  the  others  should  speak.  After  a 
painful  pause  I  heard  what  was  little  more  than  a 
whisper  from  bow-oar,  "  May  the  divil  put  horns 
on  the  ghost ! "  Then  I  guessed  that  the 
appearance  of  the  seal  had  stirred  to  activity  a 
painful  superstition. 

Of  their  superstitions  the  Irish  generally  prefer 
not  to  talk.  Sometimes  I  have  drawn  them  out, 
but  then  they  have  relieved  themselves  of  responsi- 
bility by  attributing  the  faith  to  the  people  of  some 
other  district.    In  this  case  I  was  told  that  the 


Tory  Island  people  beUeve  that  when  wicked 
old  women  die,  after  doing  so  much  mischief  in  this 
world  as  to  prevent  their  entrance  into  Heaven,  they 
are  doomed  to  be  for  ever  imprisoned  in  a  seal  with 
big,  staring,  tearful  eyes  such  as  had  just  now 
appeared.  The  rowers'  heads  were  inclined  at 
different  angles  so  as  to  avoid  being  deprived,  by 
the  head  in  front,  of  a  look  at  the  expression  on  my 
face.  I  have  learned  that  nothing  begets  confidence 
so  quickly  as  sympathy.  I  therefore  looked  sym- 
pathetic— no  great  effort  for  Devon  blood  cradled 
in  the  midst  of  wizards,  ghosts,  witches  and  pixies, 
where  serving-maids  and  Workmen  have  weird 
imaginations  that  are  everlastingly  cropping  up  to 
frighten  youth  and  frequently  themselves. 

My  earnest  listening  attitude  succeeded  in  setting 
another  tongue  in  motion  which  told  that  so  great 
was  their  terror  of  seals  that  they  would  open  their 
fish-filled  nets  rather  than  hurt  or  anger  one.  In 
return  I  told  them  that  there  was  nothing  wonderful 
in  the  belief  of  the  Tory  Islanders,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  in  accordance  with  the  faith  of  every 
people,  no  matter  where  they  dwelt ;  the  difference 
being  that  seals  have  been  chosen  for  the  restless 
Irish  soul ;  while  on  the  Bosphorus  the  Turks  have 
their  wonderful  never-resting  birds— Z&s  arms 
damnees — for  the  souls  of  those  shut  out  from 
Paradise.  In  many  shapes  and  forms,  from  the 
hares  on  land  to  seals  in  the  sea  and  birds  in  the  air. 


doomed  spirits  have  to  make  their  ceaseless  pil- 
grimage. Other  countries  have  their  banshees, 
their  leprechaifns,  and  their  ill-favoured  old  women 
with  power  of  evil  in  their  eye  who  can  do  great 
harm,  and  wizards,  too,  with  hair  that  has  never 
been  trimmed,  who,  when  propitiated,  can  undo 
the  started  harm.  "  The  same  is  thrue  for  you, 
sorr,  and  no  doubt  its  yerself  that  will  be  telling  us 
what'll  be  plazing  the  -wizard  to  help  in  sich  times." 
"  Hullo,  that's  a  good  one  tugging  !  Now,  when 
I  have  landed  this  fish  I  will  tell  you  a  story  that 
has  happened  in  my  Ufetime,  and  which  I  know 
to  be  true." 

At  this  particular  moment  we  were  rounding  a 
rock  almost  covered  with  sea-fowl  which  stood  their 
ground  until  we  had  almost  passed  them  when, 
as  if  in  premeditated  concert,  the  gulls  rose  with  a 
scream,  and  their  black  friends,  the  cormorants, 
dived  away  to  the  rear.  It  turned  out  that  the 
tugging  was  caused  by  one  of  the  diving  cormorants 
which  had  become  entangled  in  my  line.  We 
pinioned  its  wings  with  a  view  to  keeping  it,  but 
ultimately  gave  it  liberty. 

This  incident  was  not  allowed  to  free  me  froTn 
my  promise,  so  in  response  to,  "It's  yerself,  sorr, 
that  '11  be  commencing  the  thrue  story,'- 1  told  them 
the  following : — 

"  Mary  C  was,  so  it  was  said  by  many,  ill-  ■ 

wished  by  a  witch.  Be  that  so  or  not,  she  slipped  one 
day  from  her  seat  in  school  and  hurt  her  hip  so  much 
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that  her  leg  was  useless.  The  local  doctor  failing 
to  do  her  any  good  other  doctors  were  called  in,  and 
they  also  failed.  No  one  could  be  found  to  help. 
Many  gave  advice  whose  remedies  were  vainly  tried. 
Mrs.  H — — ,  the  wife  of  a  sea-captain,  and  aunt  of 
the  little  maid,  who  was  quite  a  strong-minded 
woman  and  had  pooh-poohed  witches  and  wizards 
when  others  spoke  of  them,  dreamed  that  Jimmy 
Thomas,  the  wizard,  could  cure  her  niece.  When 
she  woke  the  wizard's  name  was  on  her  hps,  and  the 
dream  came  back  to  her  with  so  much  vividness  and 
force  that  she  could  not  shake  it  off.  At  last  she 
hired  a  trap  and  drove  aU  the  way  from  home  to 

 ,  and,  after  putting  up  her  horse,  started  to 

walk  to  a  moor,  some  three  miles  off,  to  consult  the 
aforesaid  Jimmy  Thomas.  She  had  not  gone  more 
than  half  the  distance  when  she  saw  a  long-haired 
man  coming  towards  her.  Thinking  it  might  be 
the  wizard  himself,  she  looked  inquiringly  at  him  as 
he  seemed  about  to  pass.  Instead  of  passing  he 
came  to  her  and  said,  '  I  be  come  to  meet  'ee ; 

you  be  Cappen  H  's  wife.    I  knawed  you'd  be 

coming,  and  I've  zaved  'ee  a  trudge.  It's  about 
a  chield  thee  wants  me.' 

"  The  captain's  wife,  of  strong  wiU  enough,  had 
to  confess  afterwards  that  she  was  as  a  lump  of  clay 
in  the  presence  of  this  man  and  his  weird  knowledge 
of  what  none  could  have  known  but  herself.  What 
she  gave  to  the  wizard  she  never  would  tell»  but  he 
gave  her  from  his  pocket  a  box  of  ointment  and  a 
bottle  of  coloured  liquid  and  then  advice  as  to 
their  use. 

"She  further  relates  that  when  she  was  on  the 
point  of  asking  him  if  the  patient  would  ever  be  well 
again,  but  had  uttered  no  word,  he  said,  '  You  be  a 
good  woman,  you  be,  and  I'U  tell  'ee  what  I  knaw. 
The  chield  shall  walk  again  ;  of  that  I'm  sartin  zure, 
and  I  knaw  the  day;  and  Til  tell  'ee  vurder  ;  it'll 
be  on  a  Vriday  that  they  will  zit  her  on  the  winder 
zeat,  and  she'll  jump  ofE  and  run  to  meet  her 
vather.' 

"  All  this  was  fulfilled  to  the  very  letter,  and  the 
only  regret  is  that  the  wizard's  fee  was  not  made 
greater  so  that  he  might  have  used  his  powers  to 
straighten  the  hip.  that  she  might  have  walked  with 
the  gratffe  that  Nature  meant  for  her  instead  of 
haltingly  ;  so  that  when  life's  romance  came  to  her, 
her  answer  was  a  '  No ' ;  given,  indeed,  so  hesi- 
tatingly that  the  hearer  guessed  her  true  reason, 
waited  another  twelve  months,  then  asked  again ; 
only  to  receive  the  same  reply. 

"  Mary  C         stiU  Uves,  and  makes  hats  and 

bonnets  for  a  wide  clientele,  and  sometimes  varies 
her  labours  at  miUinery  by  knitting  stockings  for 
nephews  who  love  their  aunt." 

To  give  my  Usteners  an  idea  of  weird  Jimmy 
Thomas  I  had  put  my  rod  across  my  knees  while  I 
drew  my  fingers  down  the  sides  of  my  face  to  show 
that  the  wizard's  hair  half  hid  his  eyes  and  came 
quite  near  his  nose  as  an  untidy  woman's  does. 
WTiile  doing  this  I  nearly  lost  my  rod.  It  was  the 
closest  shave  possible.  I  got  a  grip  of  it  after  it  was 
overboard  just  as  it  was  going  down,  and.  fortu- 
nately, I  gripped  the  rod  only,  and  so  secured  the  big 
fish  that  so  nearly  got  the  rod.  Of  course,  I  pre- 
sumed the  tale  was  off,  and  that  it  was  -to  be  fish 
and  fishing  ;  but  no — I  had  to  complete  it,  and  this 
started  the  talk  afresh  :— 

"  Shure  and  its  not  aisy  to  be  level  with  the 
loikes  of  him  and  his  queer  spache.  Its  single  and 
not  married  English  wizards  '11  be,'J  came  from 
roguish,  twinkhng-eyed  Tim  More.  "  Why  not 
married  ?  "  asked  I.  His  reply  was,  "It's  meself 
was  thinking  he  would  be  unable  to  put  his  comedher 
on  the  colleens  with  talk  like  that.". 

I  felt  curious  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  strange - 
sounding  word  "comedher"  and  was  told  by  Tim,  in 
answer  to  ray  questioning,  "  It's  just  whispering 
sweet  words  with  the  sweet  side  of  yer  tongue  in 
the  colleen's  car  until  they  become  so  sweet  to 
her  that  she  is  deaf  and  blind  to  other  bhoys." 

Tim  was  evidently  romantically  inclined,  so  I 
asked  him  the  question  that  had  long  been  itching 
on  my  tongue,  '  And  what  of  your  fairies  ?  " 

"  Ach,  it's  fairies  we  have  in  plenty,  and  mighty 
powerful  they  be.  Our  leprechaun  is  the  fairies' 
shoemaker  and  the  guardian  of  untold  hidden 
treasure,  and  can  bring  a  power  of  luck  to  whom  he 
will.  It's  O'Donnell  here  will  tell  you  how  powerful 
our  fairies  are." 

After  some  pressing  O'Donnell  said,  "  Well,  thin, 
whin  I  was  over  at  Arranmore  I  saw  an  ould  man 
who  had  been  lost  for  nine  days  and  nights,  and 
who,  after  much  searching  for,  was  generally  sup- 
posed to  have  fallen  into  the  say.    Early  one 


morning,  howiver,  he  appeared  again,  and  quite 
willingly  explained  that  he  had  been  tricked  by  a 
fairy,  and  had  been  kept  a  prisoner  in  the  fairies' 
castle,  where  he  had  been  quite  happy.  While  there 
he  saw  and  talked  with  other  men  who  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  drowned,  but  that  none  of  those 
to  whom  he  spoke  expressed  any  desire  to  leave  the 
fairies,  and  that  he  was  sorry  he  had  done  so." 
O'Donnell  added,  "  I  don't  know  what  to  think,  but 
the  ould  man  himself  believes  he  is  teUing  the  truth, 
and  many  others  quite  believe  him  ;  but  there  are 
gossoons  who  are  ever  asking  him  why  he  was 
kicked  out  of  the  fairies'  castle  ?  -'- 

Across  the  glass-like  surface  of  the  sea,  made 
glorious  by  the  setting  sun,  there  came  a  breeze 
that  made  little  wavelets  in  response  to  which  the 
fish  began  their  evening  meal,  and  we  were  too 
busy  for  further  tales  that  day. 

It  was  the  usual  custom  at  the  hotel  to  give,  after 
the  serious  courses  of  the  dinner,  an  account  of  the 
day's  doings.  When  my  turn  came,  on  this  particular 
day,  I  had  to  tell  them  of  the  wonderful  time  spent 
in  the  wonderful  boat,  of  the  men  who  rowed  her, 
and  of  Carlin  the  Captain. 

After  that  the  conversation  was  about  gillies  ; 
how  far  necessary  and  the  expense  of  them.  Among 
the  pleasant  company  was  a  sporting  doctor ;  his 
son,  a  nice  fellow  ;  two  still  nicer  daughters,  and 
Mrs.  Doctor.  The  doctor  preached  giUies  indis- 
pensable, while  his  wife  held  that  they  were,  after 
aU,  quite  unnecessary,  rather  misleading  in  fact, 
and  certainly  over-expensive.  I  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  appealed  to  for  my  opinion.  Luckily  I  was 
able  to  take  a  neutral  postion  by  pleading  that  my 
little  Pat  was  such  a  trifle  of  skin  and  bones  that  his 
cost  per  day  must  be  too  trifling  to  mention.  But  I 
was  not  to  escape  so  easily.  The  doctor,  qiiick- 
witted  man,  saw  a  chance  of  showing  his  wife  what 
other  fellows  pay  for  gilUes  and  how  really  econo- 
mical he  was.  So,  after  a  pause,  he  turned  to  me 
and  said,  "  If  it  be  a  fair  question,  Mr.  Geen,  I 
should  much  like  to  know  what  this  day  has  cost 
you  in  this  matter  of  gillies  ?  " 

I  could  not  fail  to  see  the  anticipation  of  triumph 
with  which  he  looked  over  to  his  wife  to  see  that 
she  was  ready  to  catch  every  shilling  there  should 
be  in  my  answer. 

My  reply  was  a  reminiscence  recalled  by  the  very 
words  of  the  apologetic  sentence  with  which  he  had 
started  his  appeal  to  me  : — 

"  Well,  doctor  ;  many  years  since  when  I  was  in 
Shefiield  I  found  that  the  secretary  of  the  Sheffield 
Anglers'  Association  was  also  secretary  of  one  of 
the  Trade  Unions.  With  a  too  great  curiosity,  I 
asked,  '  If  it  be  a  fair  question,  Mr.  Styring,  what 
funds  have  your  Union  in  hand  ?  '■  His  answer  was, 
'  Nay,  lad,  nay  !  I  would  not  tell  my  own  lass 
that.'  " 

I  was  well  rewarded  for  my  neutrality  in  this 
battle  royal.  Mrs.  Doctor  beamed  on  me,  and  her 
daughters  smiled  towards  my  son,  who  was  busy 
winking  to  Master  Doctor.  After  that  all  eyes  were 
turned  on  the  Doctor  himself  who  was  laughing 
with  great  enjoyment  at,  what  he  was  pleased  to 
call,  the  Sheffi elder's  astuteness  in  not  consulting 
his  wife  about  money  matters.  Up  to  now,  no 
doubt,  the  doctor  had,  as  husbands  do,  told  his 
wife  everything,  and  perhaps  it  is  a  pity  he  ever 
heard  of  Styring. 

{To  be  continued.) 


LOUGH  COEEIB. 

THE  MAY  ELY  SEASON  OF  1904. 

The  season  began  on  May  30,  and  practically 
ended  on  July  10.  Never  have  trout  and  salmon 
(grilse)  been  so  numerous  as  this  year,  especially  the 
latter.  During  the  first  two  weeks  in  June  nearly 
every  boat,  when  fishing  near  Oughterard,  got  one 
or  two  salmon  daily,  some  as  many  as  four.  The 
great  charm  of  fishing  Lough  Corrib  from  Ough- 
terard is  that  the  angler  never  can  tell  what  fish 
will  rise  next  at  his  bait — it  may  be  a  salmon,  41b. 
to  71b.  in  weight,  or  a  trout  of  101b.  or  less.  There 
are  44,000  acres  of  water,  the  whole  of  it  simply 
swarming  with  trout,  besides  quantities  of  salmon, 
pike,  and  perch.  The  fishing  in  this  magnificent 
sheet  of  water  is  free  to  everyone,  but  anglers  are 
expected  to  subscribe  something  to  the  funds  of 
the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association,  which  devotes  its 
energies  to  the  preservation  of  the  lake  in  both  open 
and  close  seasons.    Subscription  Usts  are  hung  up 


in  all  the  hotels  round  the  lake,  and  anglers  can  pay 
their  subscriptions  either  to  the  hotel  proprietor,  to 
the  Association's  head  baihff,  or  send  them  to  the 
honorary  secretary. 

For  artificial  fly  fishing  the  best  months  are  from 
April  to  October  (May  and  September  for  choice). 
For  dapping  with  the  Green  Drake  from  May  25  to 
middle  of  July ;  and  for  dapping  with  the  Harry 
or  Daddy  Long  Legs,  August  and  September. 

The  following  catches  have  been  recorded  :— 
Colonel  Caulfield,  fishing  for  seventeen  days,  from 
June  2,  caught  111  trout  and  one  salmon  {.'jlb.) 
dapping  with  the  May  Fly ;  and  three  salmon  ( 13^1b.) 
casting  with  the  artificial  fly.  Eighty-four  of  the 
trout  weighed  88|lb.,  while  twenty-seven  were  ^Ib. 
and  less,  the  greater  number  being  returned  to  the 
water. 

Dapping  and  troUing  combined  the  following  bags 
were  made  : — Mr.  Gascoigne,  from  May  30  to  July  9, 
fished  twenty-eight  days  (eight  days  of  which  were 
blank),  and  caught  143  trout,  weighing  163^1b.  Mr. 
Coghlan  White,  in  eleven  days,  from  May  31  to 
June  11,  caught  110  trout,  weighing  1401b.  Mr. 
Du  Croz,  in  same  period,  caught  sixty-seven  trout, 
weighing  651b.  Dapping  with  the  May  Fly  Mr. 
Hardiman,  in  twenty-nine  days,  from  May  30  to 
July  8,  got  309  trout,  weighing  264|lb.  On  July  8 
he  caught  twelve  trout,  141b.,  and  notes  that  the 
fish  were  then  as  eager  for  the  fly  as  in  the  middle  of 
J une.  His  best  week  was  from  June  17  to  June  23,  his 
bag  being  ninety-one  trout,  weighing  821b.  Largest 
fish  killed,  41b.  TroUing  on  three  days  he  got  eight 
trout,  lllb.,  and  a  few  perch.  Colonel  Banks, 
fishing  for  seven  weeks,  from  May  23,  caught  seven- 
teen salmon  (8341b.),  and  165  trout  (152|lb.) 
(126  caught  dapping  and  thirty-nine  troUing), 
twenty-seven  perch,  two  pike,  and  two  char.  His 
best  days  were  sixteen  trout  dapping  on  June  9, 
weighing  131b.  TroUing  on  June  27  he  had  two 
trout  of  51b.  and  441b.  ;  on  July  4,  four  salmon, 
2041b.  ;  on  July  5,  three  salmon,  15flb.  ;  and  on 
July  7,  three  trout  of  91b.,  81b.,  and  Iflb.  The  two 
former  are  being  mounted  by  WiUiams,  of  Dubhn. 
The  above  two  bags  are  exceUent,  and  show  what 
can  be  done  by  patience  and  good  fishing.  Itfr.  Doig, 
from  May  23  to  July  8,  had  twenty-four  salmon 
(1051b.)  aU  on  the  artificial  fiy  except  four,  one  of 
these  was  on  the  dap  and  the  others  on  the  troU ; 
235  trout  (1851b.),  of  these  195  were  caught  on  the 
dap  and  forty  on  the  troU.  His  best  days  were 
dapping,  June  6,  thirteen  trout,  1441b. ;  June  23, 
fifteen  trout,  121b.  ;  and  casting  with  the  artificial 
fly  on  June  17,  four  salmon  (181b.)  and  five  trout 
(341b.) ;  and  on  July  7,  four  salmon  (16flb.). 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  in 
the  sporting  papers  on  the  subject  of  fish  getting 
"hook  shy";  the  foUowing  incident  recorded  by 
Colonel  Caulfield  bears  on  this  question.  He  writes 
that  his  boatman,  who  says  that  "  he  likes  to  let 
the  fish  know  he  is  in  the  boat,"  rose  a  trout  one 
day  and  left  his  dapping  hook  and  cast  in  the  fish, 
whereupon  the  colonel  immediately  covered  the 
spot  with  his  dap,  the  boatman  at  the  same  time 
remarking,  "  Shure,  it's  no  use  !  "  as  that  the  fish 
he  rose  was  a  monster  and  had  taken  away  his  dap 
and  cast,  but,  strange  to  say,  the  fish  rose  at  the 
colonel's  dap,  and  was  cleverly  landed,  the  hook  and 
cast  being  recovered  from  his  mouth ;  weight  of 
trout,  2ilb. 

The  bags  recorded  above  are  as  regards  dapping 
the  result  of  two  rods  fishing  in  the  same  boat. 

The  Daddy  Long  Legs  is  now  putting  in  an  ap- 
pearance, but  the  trout  are  stUl  too  much  engaged 
gorging  themselves  on  perch  fry.  In  Augtist  and 
September  heavy  baskets  should  be  obtained  as  the 
lake  is  swarming  with  large  trout.  The  Harry 
season  promises  to  be  a  busy  one,  as  rooms  at  the 
different  hotels  are  already  being  booked  in  advance. 

Taken  on  the  whole  the  past  season  may  be  said 
to  have  been  a  fairly  good  one,  though  the  cold  east 
winds  in  June  prevented  the  large  trout  from  rising 
freely,  but  the  very  large  number  of  smaU  trout  of 
41b.  and  under  that  were  continuaUy  rising  at  the 
dap  was  a  healthy  sign,  and  showed  that  the  baUiffs 
had  been  doing  their  duty  in  the  past  spawning 
seasons. 

Anglers  fishing  from  Oughterard  were  not  perhaps 
as  numerous  this  season  as  last  year,  but  they  aU 
had  good  sport,  and  showed  their  appreciation  of  the 
efforts  made  by  the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association  on 
their  behalf  by  generously  subscribing  to  its  funds. 
On  the  north  side  of  the  lake  the  anglers  stapng 
at  Clonbur  and  Cong  were,  it  is  believed,  more 
numerous  than  last  year  and  had  very  good  sport, 
but  the  majority  of  these,  as  usual,  departed  ignoring 
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the  existence  of  the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association, 
and  apparently  think  the  preservation  of  this  large 
sheet  of  free  fishing  water  costs  nothing,  and  has  no 
claims  on  their  generosity. 

On  the  east  side  it  is  reported  that  the  anglers 
fishing  the  lake  from  Headford  had  capital  sport, 
and  they  have  contributed  handsomely  to  the 
Association. 

Entries  for  the  AngUng  Competition  cups  have  so 
far  not  been  very  numerous,  and  the  best  catches  up 
to  the  present  have  been  for  Competition  A,  Mr. 
S.  B.  Doig,  fifty-threo  trout,  50Jlb.  ;  and  for  Com- 
petition B,  Colonel  Banks,  three  trout,  18f  lb.  No 
doubt,  with  the  heavy  fish  rising  in  August  and 
September,  these  bags  will  be  beaten. 

Oughterard.  S.  B.  Doig, 

Hon.  Sec.  C.F.A. 


THE  DUFFER'S  DAY. 


Every  duffer  has  his  day,  and  in  the  case  of 
trout  fishing  that  day  generally  comes  "  while  yet 
the  dark  brown  water  aids  the  guile,"  and,  discretion 
succumbing  to  appetite,  the  fish  allows  himself  to 
be  yanked  readily  out  of  the  brimming  chocolate- 
coloured  freshet.  In  spite  of  all  the  persistent 
preachings  of  piscatorial  high  art,  the  rustic  angler, 
as  a  type,  remains  firmly  wedded  to  the  use  of  the 
wrigghng  "  wurrum  "•  in  a  thick  water.  The 
{esthetic  possibilities  of  scientific  angUng  are  beyond 
the  limited  susceptibihties  of  his  material  senses ; 
his  soul  throbs  not  to  the  "  flowers  that  grow  on  the 
banks.".  Angling  to  him  is  catching  fish  ;  he  takes 
it  plain  without  any  trimmings.  Yet  he  is  not 
altogether  a  mere  pot-hunter ;  for  the  actual  act  of 
catching  the  iish  is  his  main  dehght,  and  the  subse- 
quent value  of  his  catch  is  a  secondary  consideration 
entirely.  Like  every  other  type  of  sportsman,  he 
has  his  exceptions  ;  but  generally  his  enthusiasm 
for  fishing  is  as  earnest  as  that  of  the  severest 
apostle  of  the  highest  cult,  the  only  difference  being 
that  it  runs  in  a  difierent  groove.  For  the  one  the 
.  only  outlet  is  the  dry  fly,  for  the  other  the  worm  in 
thick  water. 

The  local  anglers  of  the  Yorkshire  dales  are  bom 
"  wormers,"  and  I  heard  a  story  the  other  day  about 
one  of  the  keenest  of  them.  He  had  just  lost  his 
wife,  the  dearly  loved  partner  of  many  years  of 
wedded  bliss  and  blister,  and  his  grief  was  pathetic 
to  witness  when  his  friends  assembled  at  his  house 
to  pay  their  last  respects  at  the  funeral  rites. 
"  Blessed  are  the  dead  that  the  rain  falls  on,"  they 
murmured  to  one  another,  as  they  glanced  out  of 
the  window  at  the  slanting  downfall  that  had  never 
ceased  since  it  commenced  with  a  drenching  storm 
the  previous  afternoon.  And  even  as  they  glanced 
they  caught  sight  of  the  heaving  river  across  the 
meadows  and  heard  the  crescendo  roar  of  its  swelUng 
stream.  With  his  head  bowed  upon  his  hands,  the 
widower  sat  in  a  corner  wrestUng  with  his  grief. 
Every  moment,  it  was  apparent,  his  anguish  became 
intensified.  His  friends  dropped  soothing  words 
iflto  his  ears,  but  without  effect.  The  wretched 
paan  struggled  with  his  emotions  until  the  perspira- 
tion studded  }ris  forehead  with  its  heavy  dew,  and 
at  length,  as  his  agony  became  too  deep  to  be  borne, 
be  started  from  his  seat  with  a  groan  and  gasped, 
"  Oh,  lor,  I  can't  stand  tliis  no  longer !  Run  and 
tell  t'  parson  this  here  burjring's  ofl:  to-day.  I 
reckon  t'owd  woman  can  wait  a  day  longer,  and 
t'  worm-watter  won't !  "•  And  almost  before  the 
rest  of  the  funeral  party  could  reahse  the  situation, 
the  bereaved  was  scudding  across  the  meadows, 
with  his  rod  and  his  worm-bag,  to  the  river. 

It  is  rather  the  fashion  nowadays  for  angling 
writers  to  dismiss  the  subject  of  worm-fishing  for 
trout  in  a  flood  with  a  few  words  of  acid  contempt. 
Certainly  this  branch  of  the  gentle  craft  calls  for  no 
lengthy  expert  disquisition ;  fierce  controversy 
shakes  no  angry  fist  over  the  humble  wriggler  in 
the  thick  brown  water.  Almost  each  district  has 
its  own  popular  variation  of  the  general  game,  and 
is  satisfied  with  it  without  bothering  itself  to  any 
particular  extent  with  a  cloud  of  speculative  theories 
thereon.  In  one  locality,  if  the  trout  will  not  take 
the  bait,  invariably  "  they're  gorged."  In  another 
district,  under  similar  unhappy  circumstances, 
"  they're  expecting  more  watter  dahn "  ;  local 
jihilosophy  admits  no  alternative. 

Yet,  elementary  as  thick-water  worming  may  be, 
it  .has  its  picturesque  side,  and  this  can  only  be 
viewed  at  its  best  by  one  in  close  touch  with  daily 
life  in.  a  riverside  village.  I  have  known  the  case 
of  at  least  one  daleland  angler-f armor  so  zealous  for 


the  sport  that  he  actually  went  the  length  of  pre- 
serving worms  in  one  of  his  meadows,  encouraging 
and  cultivating  them  by  a  judicious  system  of 
manuring,  coming  to  regard  them  almost  as  suitable 
objects  for  an  additional  clause  in  the  game  laws, 
and  viewing  any  intruder  with  a  spade  within  the 
sacred  precincts  of  that  special  field  as  an  out-and 
out  poacher.  "  Ye  know,"  he  would  explain  indig- 
nantly, "  them  worms  is  mine  ;  I've  propagated  'em 
specially  for  fishing  !  "  and  woe  betide  any  culprit 
invading  the  worm  coverts  without  permission, 
although,  be  it  said,  the  worthy  old  soul  was  ready 
enough  to  give  leave  to  his  friends  to  share  with  him 
the  treasures  of  his  wormery. 

The  casual  visitor  to  a  riverside  rural  village, 
such  as  ours,  can  form  no  reliable  impression  from 
a  fleeting  stay  of  its  fishing  capacity.  Say  the 
water  is  low  and  clear,  at  ordinary  summer  level 
Here  and  there,  at  a  few  miles  apart,  the  tourist 
may  hap  upon  a  solitary  angler  laboriously  plying 
the  unappreciated  fly  through  the  heat  and  burden 
of  the  day,  or  patiently  fishing  the  upstream  worm. 
Yet  for  the  typical  villager  the  river  has,  apparently, 
no  more  charm  than  to  invite  him  to  lounge  over 
the  parapet  of  its  old  grey  stone  bridge  in  his  leisure 
and  spit  in  it  for  pastime. 

"  Strange,"  murmurs  the  wondering  tourist, "  that 
here,  on  the  very  banks  of  a  noted  trout  river,  the 
inhabitailts  should  display  such  pitiable  apathy 
toward  the  gentle  craft ! "  But  the  wondering 
tourist  knows  nothing  of  the  score  or  more  of  rods 
that,  ready  jointed  and  rigged  with  reel,  line  and 
hook,  lie  hidden  away  inside  the  cottages  and  bams, 
waiting  to  bristle  out  into  evidence  as  quickly  as  a 
porcupine's  quills  at  a  moment's  notice  when  the 
opportunity  arrives. 

Apathy  ceases  with  the  first  solid  prospects  of  a 
"  fresh."  There  is  heavy  rain.  Rumour  even 
mentions  a  cloud  burst  at  the  head  of  the  dale. 
Immediately  the  village  yearns  with  a  feverish 
appetite  for  worms.  Cottage  gardens  that  have 
been  neglected  for  weeks  are  dug  over  with  a  frenzied 
zeal,  that  may  be  looked  for  in  vain  in  the  calm, 
deliberate  movements  of  the  jobbing  gardener  on 
day  work,  for  dew-worms.  The  farmer's  manure 
heap  is  harried  for  brandlings ;  timid  country 
visitors  stare  in  alarm  at  the  sight  of  anxious-faced 
men  hastening  along  the  roads  with  spades  and 
forks,  desperately  attacking  the  harmless  heaps  of 
road-scrapings  wherein  lie  the  httle  pink  worms. 
The  worm-rush  is  on.  The  old  sexton  is  prospecting 
with  his  grave-digging  tools  in  the  churchyard 
mould,  the  cobbler  forsakes  his  awl  and  hies  him 
forth  to  tum  over  the  cakes  of  cowdung  in  the 
nearest  pasture.  The  thirst  for  war  news  fades 
before  the  rabid  hunger  for  worms.  The  village 
happiness  depends  upon  worms. 

Already  the  beck  that  brawls  through  the  hamlet 
from  the  wild  mountain  fastnesses  on  its  way  to 
join  the  river  at  the  "  to^\Ti  foot"  is  "  sweUing 
wisibly."  Men,  who  but  yesterday  indifferently 
hove  into  it  the  unromantic  lobster-tin,  the  decrepit 
boot,  the  dereUct  umbrella,  and  the  general  wreckage 
of  domesticity  to  be  borne  away  into  the  great 
unknown,  regard  it  now  with  a  keenly  critical  eye. 
Already  a  hundred  white  cascades  spurt  from  the 
battlements  of  the  frowning  fells  to  plunge  madly 
down  the  rocky  clefts  in  the  precipitous  steeps 
that  guard  the  dale.  The  river  is  rising  slowly,  but 
perceptibly.  Then  a  mail-driver,  galloping  in  from 
higher  up  the  narrow  valley,  reports  that  the  fresh 
is  coming  down ;  he  passed  it  six  nules  above. 
The  news  flies  round  hke  a  slogan.  Hurriedly 
worm-bags  and  rods  are  snatched  iip,  and  the  race 
for  the  favourite  spots  of  vantage  commences. 
There  is  a  distinct  tinge  of  colour  in  the  rising  water. 
Twigs  and  straws  come  floating  down  upon  its 
darkening  bosom.  Quickly  now  the  colour  deepens 
to  a  rich  bro\vn ;  quickly  the  murmuring  music  of 
its  streams  changes  to  a  roar.  In  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  it  has  risen  a  foot,  in  another  quarter  it  is 
bankful  with  a  swirhng  chocolate  tide.  The  fresh 
is  down  ;  the  duffer's  day  has  begun. 

But  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  all  are  duffers 
who  fish  the  swoUen  inland  tide.  There  are  those 
who,  even  in  tliis  despised  thick-water  worming, 
are  positive  artists,  and  my  memory  harks  back  to 
one,  a  septuagenarian  angler,  who  was  a  past-master 
of  the  craft.  With  fly  or  minnow,  in  clear  water  or 
thick,  the  old  man  was  equally  at  home,  and  it  was 
a  perfect  treat  to  watch  him  loading  up  his  pannier 
when  a  generous  freshet  brought  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity. On  his  open,  white-fringed,  ruddy  face  sat 
the  sweet,  guileless  look  of  childish  innocence  that 
could  never — oh,  dear,  no  ! — have  recognised  the 


possibility  of  taking  an  evening  stroll  with  a  gun- 
stock  in  your  pocket  and  the  barrels  adroitly  carried 
inside  one  leg  of  your  trousers,  and  which  only 
reflected  the  frank  astonishment  of  sheer  ignorance 
when  you  hinted  at  such  a  thing  as  night-Unes. 
Calm  and  unflurried,  the  ingenuous  old  cherub  would 
potter  along  the  bank  of  the  flooded  river,  pausing 
here  and  there  to  cunningly  insert  his  bait  and  the 
point  of  his  rod  where  everybody  else  would  have 
deemed  it  sheer  madness  to  attempt.  Yet  he  very 
seldom  got  hung  up,  and  almost  at  every  spot 
where  his  worm  went  in,  out  came  a  trout.  I  have 
seen  him  wriggle  his  bait  down  between  the  branches 
on  a  steep  wooded  bank  into  a  tempting  little  eddy 
eight  or  nine  feet  below,  where  there  was  scarce  more 
than  a  yard  of  clear  water,  and  the  next  instant  a 
half-pound  trout  was  cavorting  within  a  couple  of 
feet  of  the  rod  point,  while  the  long-shafted  landing- 
net  was  calmly  inserted  down  the  same  intricate 
leafy  tunnel,  and  rod,  landing-net,  and  trout  all 
triumphantly  withdrawn  together. 

There  may  be  no  particular  skill  required  in 
catching  a  few  trout  with  worm  in  coloured  water ; 
but  it  requires  a  speciaUst  in  the  rudimentary  art  to 
basket  a  score  where  the  ordinary  man  can  only 
land  half  a  dozen.  W.  Caetee  Platts. 


THE  OUSE  IN  THE  VICINITY 
OF  HUNTINGDON. 

Many  a  time  in  days  gone  by  has  it  been  my 
pleasure  to  sing  the  glories  of  this  river  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  to  linger  lovingly  on  delightful 
evenings  enjoyed  by  myself  and  others  in  the 
pursuit  of  my  favourite  fish,  the  mdd,  to  tell  of 
many  a  specimen  taken  from  its  waters,  several  of 
them  scaling  up  to  2?lb.,  and  not  a  few  exceeding 
that  weight  ;  to  WTite  of  its  bream  fishing  in 
Houghton  Wale  and  many  other  noted  swims,  of 
successful  night  fishing  when  many  stones  have 
been  taken  by  myself  or  others,  of  days  when, 
although  the  sun  was  shining  hot  and  the  angler 
could  scarcely  sit  by  the  river  side,  the  bream  have 
been  feeding,  and  as  many  as  sixty  or  seventy  have 
been  caught,  one  angler  taking  no  less  thdn  1561b. 
in  the  heat  of  the  day. 

But  very  few  years  have  passed  since  these  cap- 
tures were  recorded ;  yet  there  are  many  now  who 
say  that  as  an  anghng  river  it  is  played  out,  its 
glories  have  departed,  that  the  fish  once  acknow- 
ledged to  be  so  plentiful  exist  only  now  in  imagina- 
tion. To  those  who  are  of  this  opinion  I  would  say 
— Take  a  walk  by  the  banks  of  the  river,  or,  better 
still,  get  in  a  boat,  and  let  the  craft  drift  gently  down 
stream,  say  from  Huntingdon  to  Houghton,  peer 
carefully  into  its  water,  and  I  venture  to  think  a 
change  of  opinion  would  at  once  take  place,  for — 
take  bream  for  instance — shoals  of  these  fish  of 
nearly  a  mile  in  extent,  huge  black,  bronzed  fellows, 
may  be  seen  sunning  themselves  in  the  daytime  and 
rollicking,  rolhng,  and  leaping  from  the  water  as  the 
shades  of  night  approach.  Rudd  also  (to  those 
famihar  with  these  fish)  may  be  seen  in  any  quan- 
tities. True,  they  do  not  make  themselves  so  con- 
spicuous as  the  bream,  yet  their  bright  scarlet  fins, 
particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  water-hlies, 
may  be  readily  distinguished,  and  they,  too,  as  the 
evening  approaches,  and  when  the  surface  of  the 
water  generally  becomes  calm  and  the  flies  make 
their  appearance,  break  the  surface  gently  all 
around.  They^are  after  the  fbes,  and  a  Red  Palmer 
or  other  suitable  fly  deftly  cast  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  "  rise  "  WQuld  soon  prove  that  they  are  in  a 
feeding  humour.  Chub,  I  must  admit,  are  not 
quite  so  plentiful,  but  many  of  them  are  of  goodly 
size,  and  where  there  are  boughs  or  a  nice  sheltered 
bank  uith  a  sharp  stream  running  by  it,  particu- 
larly as  twilight  approaches,  they  would  not  refuse 
a  white  moth. 

The  above  facts  sTiould,  I  hope,  prove  that  some 
of  the  glories  of  this  dear  old  river  still  remain. 
Some  have  certainly  departed,  for  since  the  sewage 
of  the  town  of  Huntingdon  and  that  of  its  hamlet, 
Newtown,  adjoining  has  been  permitted  to  dis- 
charge into  the  river,  it  is  difficult  to  find  any  of 
those  swims  with  nice  gravelly  bottoms  which  were 
once  so  plentiful  and  dear  to  the  angler's  heart.  To 
the  discharge  of  sewage  also  and  the  lack  of  naviga- 
tion I  think  we  may  attribute  the  extraordinary 
growth  of  weed  which  has  of  late  years  been  so 
objectionable,  not  only  to  the  angler,  but  to  the 
boating  man  also.  True,  the  weed-cutting  com- 
mittee of  Huntingdon  have  coped  with  this  nuisance 
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as  far  as  funds  would  admit,  or  matters  would  have 
been  much  worse. 

One  great  drawback  to  the  purification  of  the 
stream  has  of  late  years  been  the  utter  absence  of 
tiood,  and  the  river  has  in  many  places  become 
almost  stagnant,  and  sport  under  such  conditions 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  up  to  the  average,  and 
hence  of  course  the  opinion  that  the  Ouse,  from  an 
anghng  point  of  view,  has  gone  down  to  a  low  ebb. 
Last  summer,  however,  as  most  anglers  wiU  re- 
member, was  a  very  wet  one,  and  sport  at  once 
improved,  and  the  winter  also  following  suit,  many 
summer  and  winter  floods  swept  down  the  river, 
and  in  my  opinion  had  a  very  cleansing  and  bene- 
ficial efiect,  for  certainly  during  the  winter  months 
when  the  water  was  at  aU  approachable  pike  fed 
better  than  they  had  done  for  years,  and,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  the  summer  fishing  improved  also. 
The  like  remark  so  far  apphes  to  the  present 
season. 

I  have  shown  in  this  article  that  bream  and  rudd 
stiU  abound,  and  that  chub  are  fairly  plentiful,  and 
not  only  is  this  the  case,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
what  is  more  to  the  point,  they  are  aU  now,  and  have 
been  since  the  opening  day,  feeding  freely.  Take 
bream  for  instance.  These  fish  as  a  rule  in  the 
Ouse  are  essentially  night-feeding  fish,  and  I  have 
not  heard  what  sport  the  night  anglers  have  been 
having  with  them  ;  but  the  day  anglers  have  been 
and  are  doing  exceedingly  well,  as  the  bream  have 
been  taking  brandlings  in  the  heat  of  the  day  as 
freely  as  the  heart  of  any  angler  could  desire. 

With  regard  to  other  fish,  the  river  has  more  than 
held  its  own  at  present  this  season.  Many  good 
chub  and  tench  have  been  taken.  Rudd  have  not 
been  neglectful  or  neglected,  fish  well  over  21b., 
some  of  21b.  8oz.,  having  been  caught. 

For  bream  fishing  it  is  best  to  select  a  good  swim, 
judiciously  ground-bait,  and  stick  to  it,  but  for 
rudd  a  change  from  place  to  place  is  advisable  if  the 
sport  is  at  aU  flat.  As  the  bank  swims  are  some- 
what hmited  and  the  side  weedy,  and  in  consequence 
awkward  to  land  large  fish  from,  a  boat  should  be 
used.  These  can  be  hired  from  ^Ir.  Childs,  of  God- 
manchester,  near  the  Bridge,  Huntingdon,  or  Mr. 
Tilbrook,  of  Houghton,  and  1  should  strongly  advise 
the  stranger  angler  -contemplating  a  visit  to  this 
river  to  put  himself  in  communication  with  either  of 
these  gentlemen. 

Houghton  is  three -and-a-half  miles  from  Hunting- 
don, but  is  an  ideal  place  to  stay  at,  being  on  the 
very  banks  of  the  river,  very  quiet,  and  close  to 
good  bream,  rudd,  and  roach  fishing.  There  is 
plenty  of  accommodation  in  the  village,  and  any 
inquiries  concerning  either  this  place  or  Huntingdon 
addressed  to  Mr.  C.  A.  Bryant,  56,  Great  Northern- 
street,  Huntingdon,  shall  receive  attention. 

I  might  say  in  conclusion  that  the  water  just  now 
(July  20)  is  an  excellent  colour,  and  as  the  weeds 
have  just  been  cut,  prospects  are  as  favourable  as 
one  could  expect  with  the  exceptionally  dry  weather 
we  are  having.  Chas.  A.  Bbyant. 


SUMMER  ANGLING  RESORTS. 

Spots  worth  visiting  in  a  season  hke  the  present, 
when  there  is  a  fair  chance  of  sport,  are  by  no 
means  rare  north  of  the  Border,  and  are  more  easily 
obtainable  just  now  than  later  on  in  the  thick  of  the 
shooting  season,  when  the  "  world  and  his  wife  "  are 
let  loose  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  and 
every  angling  hotel  and  highland  clachan  is  at  a 
premium. 

Without  being  invidious  in  the  selection  of 
angling  resorts  or  posing  as  an  infaUible  guide  in 
the  matter,  the  tourist  angler  may  hap  almost  any- 
where and  find  the  accommodation  he  wants, 
and  in  most  places  sport  to  his  heart's  content — at 
least,  as  good  as  his  neighbours  are  getting  else- 
where. 

Experientia  docet  the  angler  that  where  he  has 
been  fortunate  and  happy  in  past  seasons  these  will 
have  the  first  claim  upon  him,  and  these  more 
famiUar  scenes  he  should  again  seek  out  and  re- 
vi.sit,  rather  than  risk  the  doubtful  chances  of 
"  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new."-  But  there  are 
many  who  wish  a  change  who  have  not  found  a 
■pot  yet  to  come  up  to  the  level  of  their  dream,  who 
■will  be  glad  of  a  hint  or  bit  of  advice  in  the  sampUng 
of  fresh  quarters  for  their  present  and  probably 
future  hohday  resort;  and,  again,  there  is  the  "fresh- 
man'- -who  naa  all  his  lessons  to  learn  from  the 
begimiiDg,  and  is  sadly  in  need  of  a  guide,  philo- 


sopher, and  friend  in  the  "  land  of  brown  heath  and 
shaggy  wood,'-  where  he  has  come  for  health  and 
sport. 

If  his  incUnations  lead  him  to  the  West  of  Scot- 
land, he  could  iiot  fix  on  any  better  spot  than  the 
Taynuilt  Hotel,  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan,  with 
splendid  salmon  and  trout  anghng  in  the  Awe.  It 
is  the  centre  of  the  Argyll  highlands. 

Perthshire,  again,  opens  up  a  wide  field  to  the 
tourist  angler,  and  the  farther  into  the  mountain 
glens  he  goes  the  better  the  chances  of  sport,  as  far 
as  brown  trout  or  an  occasional  salmon  or  grilse  are 
concerned.  In  Inverness  hotels  are  not  just  hke 
peas  in  soup,  but  -they  are  withal  comeatable,  and 
excellent  when  found.  Mr.  Sam  Tils  ton,  of  the 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  Loch  Ness,  is  just  the  very  man  to 
put  himself  about  to  suit  all  parties.  He  is  a  born 
angler,  and  so  are  all  in  his  household.  Away  into 
Ross  the  tourist  angler  will  find  comfortable 
quarters  at  AchUtybuU  Hotel,  overlooking  Baden- 
Tarbet  Bay,  and  where  Mr.  Morrison,  the  genial  and 
sporting  proprietor,  has  any  amount  to  offer  in  the 
choice  of  brown  trout  just  now  on  several  lochs, 
besides  lots  of  sea-fishing.  Sutherlandshire  is  well 
served  with  roads  and  hotels,  and  here  the  cychst 
may  even  venture  anywhere.  At  Lairg  Mr.  Wallace 
has  exceptional  facihties  for  anghng  on  Loch  Shin, 
as  also  on  a  number  of  others.  At  Inchnadamph, 
which  is  easily  reached  from  Lairg,  the  fishings 
are  all  free,  and  where  catering  for  anglers  has 
reached  the  stage  of  a  fine  art.  Mr.  John  McDonald, 
of  the  Altnacealgach  Hotel,  Sutherland,  is  a  special 
favourite  with  the  tourist  angler.  His  house  is 
always  full,  but  there  is  abundance  for  all.  Some 
14,000  trout  was  last  year's  bag.  Culag,  at  Loch- 
inver,  is  another  paradise  worth  looking  at,  and  has 
advanced  as  an  anghng  resort  by  leaps  and  bounds 
under  the  able  management  of  Mr.  Mackenzie.  The 
Tongue  Hotel,  although  far  north,  is  one  of  the  best 
sea-trout  anghng  districts  |in  Scotland,  and  they 
get  good  sizes  up  there.  In  Mrs.  Stewart's  hostelry 
the  angler  visiting  Bettyhill  will  find  every  comfort, 
and  the  centre  of  numerous  good  lochs  for  both 
brown  trout  and  sea-trout,  with  splendid  tidal  fish- 
ing in  the  estuary  of  the  Naver. 

In  three  or  four  other  corners  of  Scotland  affording 
a  welcome  to  the  tourist  angler  the  districts  are 
better  described  by  the  rivers  through  which  they 
flow.  On  Deeside,  Dpnside,  and  Deveronside  faci- 
lities for  anghng  are  abundant.  Private  waters  may 
be  commanded  through  the  kind  permission  of  pro- 
prietors, and  ticket  waters  are  to  be  had  on  every 
hand.  Most  of  the  hotel  proprietors  have  free 
fishing  for  guests,  and  their  charges  range  from 
£2  2s.  to  £3  3s.  per  week  per  head.  The  railway 
companies  now  issue  Usts  of  private  lodgings,  and 
give  other  advice  if  written  to,  and  most  waters  are 
open  till  the  end  of  August,  after  which  the  autumn 
fish  begin  to  appear,  but  then  the  brown  trout 
season  is  practically  over.  The  Fife  Arms,  Banff, 
has  first-class  fishing  till  the  end  of  August,  and  good 
sport  with  sea-trout  up  to  21b.  is  being  got  there 
just  now.  The  Gordon  Arms  at  Huntly  and  the 
Huntly  Hotel,  Ltd.,  cater  for  anglers  up  till  the  end 
of  the  season  further  up  the  Deveron,  and  at  the 
mouth  (estuary)  of  the  Ythan  the  Udny  Arms  Hotel 
is  the  place  to  wire  to  for  quarters. 

To  those  going  to  Ultima  Thule  Mr.  Mackay, 
Stromness,  will  afford  all  information  and  advice, 
and  if  bound  for  the  Shetlands  to  try  the  heavier 
sea-trout  there,  then  Hillswick,  with  its  sixteen  odd 
lochs  in  the  vicinity  and  all  its  modem  equipments, 
is  the  place  to  put  up  at,  taking  steamer  from 
Aberdeen  or  Leith  three  times  a  week.        G.  M. 


OLD-TIME  FISHING  IN  AUSTRIA 
AND  HUNGARY. 

The  Austrian  and  Hungarian  fisheries,  contrasted 
with  their  former  abundant  yield,  are  in  a  state 
of  continued  decadence.  Under  the  Babenburg 
dynasty  of  margraves  (983-1243)  the  sturgeon 
fisheries  of  Tuln,  in  Lower  Austria,  were  renowned, 
whereas  nowadays  they  have  almost  ceased  to 
exist.  Fish  preserves  were  distributed  throughout 
Bohemia  at  an  early  age.  It  is  known  that  in  the 
time  of  Charles  IV.  some  persons  excavated  new 
fish-ponds  or  cleansed  existing  reservoirs  for  that 
purpose.  Also  ia  Charles  V.'s  reign  the  lake  near 
Neuschloss  was  converted  into  a  fish  preserve.  The 
same  monarch  established  a  breeding  pond  for 
barbel  at  Hirschberg,  these  fishes  then  appearing 
for  the  first  time  in  Bohemia, 


On  the  authority  of  the  Jesuit  Balbic,  it  appears 
that  the  Bohemian  nobles  were  accustomed  to 
record  the  birth  of  a  son  by  attaching  gold  or  silver 
rings  to  the  jaw  or  tail  of  a  full-grown  carp.  The 
extensive  ponds  of  Rosenberg — which  still  exist— 
were  established  in  the  latter  half  of  the  fourteenth 
century  by  Von  Rosenberg  the  Elder  and  William 
von  Rosenberg,  who  bought  the  requisite  land  from 
their  vassals  at  a  cost  of  many  thousand  ducats. 
So  rapidly  did  fish  ponds  increase  in  Bohemia  that 
under  Rudolph  II.  (1576)  a  decree  was  issued  for- 
bidding the  construction  of  new  ponds  without 
previously  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Diet.  In 
the  Jesuit  Balbie's  Ufetime  there  were  no  fewer  than 
400  ponds  in  the  lordship  of  Pardubitz  alone, 
producing  a  revenue  of  3600  florins. 

Near  Neuhaus  the  so-called  "  Haberfischeln  "• 
(oat-fishkin)  were  produced,  which  though  scarcely 
exceeding  the  size  of  a  grain  of  oats,  form  a  very 
pleasant  article  of  food  when  boiled  or  fried.  In 
Moravia  in  the  sixteenth  century  the  pond-fisheries 
were  still  highly  productive,  and  were  carried  on 
with  the  same  predilection  and  zeal  as  was  given  to 
the  chase  and  afterwards  to  stag-hunting  and  sheep- 
breeding.  The  value  of  fish-farming  is  characterised 
in  a  German  proverb,  which  may  be  roughly 
rendered  into  English  as  follows  : 

From  sheepfolds,  breweries,  and  stews 
Bohemians  draw  rich  revenues. 

The  exceedingly  large  consumption  of  fish  greatly 
promoted  the  extension  of  fisheries.  The  prescribed 
religious  fasts  were  rigorously  observed,  and,  in 
addition,  fish  was  the  favourite  food  of  the  occupants 
of  the  very  numerous  convents.  In  Vienna  alone 
very  large  quantities  of  fish  were  consumed,  where 
special  dispositions  concerning  the  fish  trade  M'ere 
issued  by  Albrecht  IIL  (1395)  and  Rudolph  IV. 
The  vendors  were  obliged  to  stand  bare-headed  at 
their  stalls  in  summer  as  in  winter.  The  intention 
was  to  compel  them  to  sell  their  market  stock 
quickly,  and  to  prevent  any  standing  out  for  higher 
prices.  In  the  reign  of  Frederick  IV.  numerous 
one-horse  waggons  brought  fresh  fish  and  cray- 
fish to  the  market  in  Vienna  daily,  which  were  all 
disposed  of  before  simset.  The  immense  xjuantities 
consumed  in  that  city  were  sold  by  so-called 
"  Haringer  "  (herring-hawkers)  in  the  high  market, 
and  on  fast-days  their  stalls  extended  thence  as  far 
as  the  Cloth-halls,  thereby  interfering  seriously  -nith 
wheeled  traffic,  besides  creating  a  perpetual 
nuisance.  In  1753  an  open  space  near  the  Red- 
tower-gate  was  set  apart  for  the  trade,  and  was  at 
the  same  time  paved  and  provided  with  fountains. 

At  the  begiiming  of  the  last  century  it  was  still 
possible  to  speak  of  the  abundance  of  fish.  In 
Moravia  the  river  March  in  particular  was  full  of 
sheat-fish,  or  sly  silurus,  and  of  this  species  two 
specimens  were  caught  in  1706  weighing  1451b.  and 
1401b.  respectively.  Towards  the  Hungarian  fron- 
tier carp  and  pike  of  151b.  weight  and  thereabouts 
were  far  from  uncommon  ;  but  at  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century  this  abundance  diminished,  and 
sheat-fish  weighing  one  hundredweight  were  already 
very  scarce  in  the  river  March.  At  this  period  also 
the  decline  of  pond-keeping  began.  The  cause  was 
chiefly  due  to  the  less  strict  observance  of  fasts 
generally  and  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
convents,  of  which  900  were  abolished  by  Joseph  II. 
Thus,  while  in  1750  the  area  of  fish-ponds  in  iloravia 
was  equal  to  that  imder  tillage,  in  the  reign  of  the 
last-mentioned  monarch  it  was  only  41,811  Austrian 
joch,  or  59,471  acres. 

In  Silesia  many  large  and  small  ponds  were  in 
existence  in  the  last  century,  but  in  that  province 
also  the  number  was  begiiming  to  decrease.  The 
species  foimd  there  consisted  of  eels,  barbel,  pike, 
crucian  and  common  carp,  salmon,  lampreys,  perch, 
rudd,  sheat-fish,  sturgeon,  and  black  and  pond 
trout.  In  Bohemia  the  before-mentioned  large 
yield  of  ponds  fell  by  one-half,  but  still  fish  Were 
plentiful  in  rivers  and  streams  ;  in  fact,  so  produc- 
tive were  the  river  fisheries  in  1752-53  that  salmon 
was  sold  at  Id.  and  l^d.  the  pound,  and  in  Leit- 
moritz  sheat-fish,  sturgeon,  and  salmon  were  caught 
in  such  numbers  that  domestic  servants  stipulated 
before  taking  service  that  they  should  not  be 
required  to  eat  fish  oftener  than  three  times  a  week. 

George  Detjtsch. 


Hebridean  SpoRTDfQ  ASSOCIATION,  Ltd. — The 
catch  from  Rodel  House  from  July  14  to  16  has 
been  two  salmon,  weighing  41b.  lOoz.  andSlb.  12oz., 
and  sis  sea-trout,  weighing  4lb.  2oz. 


64 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  23,  1904 


THE  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOUENAMENT  AT  THE  CEYSTAL 
PALACE,  JULY  22  AND  JULY  23. 

Special  Notice. 
In  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  entries 
and  the  limited  time  available  it  is  imperative  that 
competitors  be  at  the  casting  point  at  the  time 
specified  or  they  will  be  disqualified.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  some  of  the  fly  casting  and  bait 
casting  competitions  to  be  held  simultaneously.; 
Allowance  will  have  to  be  made  for  competitors 
who  have  entered  for  two  competitions  which 
happen  to  be  held  at  the  same  time. 

NAMES  OF  PROBABLE  COMPETITORS. 
(This  list  does  not  pretend  to  be  quite  complete.) 
Competition  A. 
Friday,  July  22,  at  12  o'clock. 
Salmon  Fly  Casting.    Any  Style. — Professionals: 
Judges — Messrs.  L.  Graham-Clarke  and  S.  J. 
Ghasteney. 
Timekeeper — Mr.  J.  Powles  West. 
Competitors — A.  Newham,  E.  J.  Mills,  F.  H.  Clay, 
J.  Enright,  A.  Spiller,  G.  Hoyle,  and  J.  J.  Hardy. 

Competition  B; 
Friday,  July  22,  at  1  o'clockj 
Salmon  Fly  Casting.    Any  Style. — Amateurs: 
Judges — Messrs.  L.  Graham-Clarke  and  R.  B. 
Marston. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  J.  Powles  West. 
Competitors —  B.  G.   E.  Muir,  H;  W:  little, 
F.  Hodder  Bass,  J.  Peterson,  Miss  R.  A.  Newham, 
L.  H.  Bennett,  and  F.  G.  Shaw. 

Competition  C; 
Friday,  July  22,  at  2.15; 
Trout  Fly  Casting. — Professionals: 
Judges  —  Messrs.  S.  J.  Chasteney  and  Harold 
Jackson. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G;  R.  Scott. 

Competitors — E.  J.  Mills,  P.  Alison,  A.  Newham, 

F.  H.  Clay,  J.  Enright,  E.  F.  Goodwin,  A.  Spiller, 

G.  Hoyle,  J,  J.  Hardy,  L.  Hardy,  and  A, 
McOutcheon. 


Competition  D. 
Friday,  July  22,  at  4  o'clock.- 
Light  Bait  Castings    Any  Style. — Professionals: 
Judges  —  Mr.  A.:   P.  Zerfass  and  Dr.   P.  J.- 
Spencer. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.-  Rs  Scottj 
Competitors— Jamea  Andrews,  A.-  Newham,  E.  J. 
Mills,  G.  Hoyle,  J.;  J.  Hardy,  J.  Bailey,  and  E. 
Andrews. 


Competition  E. 
Friday,  July  22,  at  5  o'clock.- 
Light  Bait  Casting.    Any  Style. — Amateurs: 
Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Geen  and  R.  B.  Marston. 
Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.:  Scott.; 
Competitors— D:  C.  E.  Muir,  A.  P.  Zerfass,  J. 
Hopkins,  H.  W.  Little,  C.  H.  Wheeley,  W.  Prince, 
R.  C.  Hardy-Corfe,  R.  WeUman,  Alfred  PoweU, 
P.  J.  Spencer,  C.  Fj  Winter,  Harry  Spray,  and 
Ji  T.  Emery. 

Competition  P. 
Friday,  July  22,  at  6.30  p.m. 
Heavy  Bait  Casting.    From  the  Reel. — Amateurs: 

Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Green  and  R.  B.  Marston. 

Timekeeper — Mr,  J.  Powles  West. 

Com/petitors — H.  W.  Little,  J.  Hopkins,  A.  P. 
Zerfass,  Dr.  Cahill,  J.  Paterson,  C.  H.  Wheeley, 
R.  C.  Hardy-Corfe,;  W.  Prince,  J.  T.  Emery,  R. 
Wellman,  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer,  G.  R.  Scott,  and  H. 
Spray, 


Competition  G. 
Friday,  July  22,  at  7.45  p.m.- 
Sea  Rod  Competition. — All  Comer Si 
Rule. — The  cast  must  be  made  overhead  and 
direct  from  the  reel. 

^wdsrea— Messrs.  C.  O.  Minchin  and  J.  Pickup.; 
Timekeeper ~-^T.  J.  Powles  West. 
Competitors — J.  Hopkins,  J.  Bailey,  Harry  Spray, 
G.  W.  Hemens,  W.:  Wink,  G,  R,  Scott,  J,  T.  Emery, 
and  H,  Dowsett^ 


Competition  H. 
Saturday,  July  23,  at  12  o'clock< 

Heavy  Bait  Casting.    From  the  Reel — 

Professionals. 

Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Geen  and  A.  Pi  Zerfass. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott. 

Competitors — J.  W.  Martin,  Jas.  AndrewSy  G. 
Hoyle,  J.  J.  Hardy,  J.-  Morris,  J.  Bailey,  and  E. 
Andrews; 


Competition  J. 
Saturday,  July  23,  at  12.45  p.m.- 
Heavy  Bait  Casting.    Any  Style. — All  Comers. 

Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Geen  and  J.  Powles  West, 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott. 

Competitors — J.  Hopkins,  A.  P.  Zerfass,  C.  H. 
Wheeley,  R.  G.  Hardy-Corfe,  W.  Prince,  R.  Well- 
man,  C.  F.  Winter,  G.  Hoyle,  J.  J.  Hardy,  J, 
Bailey,  H.  Spray,  J.  T.  Emery,  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer, 
James  Morris,  H.  W.  Little,  and  E.  Andrews. 


Competition  K.- 
Saturday,  July  23,  at  2.30  p.m. 

Special  Light  Bait  Casting.    From  the  Reel. — All 

Comers, 

Judges — Messrs.  R,  B,  Marston  and  C.  A.  M. 
Skues. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott. 

Competitors— Dr.  Cahill,  H.  W.  Little,  0.  H. 
Wheeley,  W.  Prince,  E.  J.  MiUs,  G.  Hoyle,  J.  J. 
Hardy,  W.  P.  Woolley,  W.  R.  Ellis,  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis,  E.  Birks,  J.  Bailey,  Harry  Spray,  Jas. 
Morris,  and  L.  Hardy. 


Competition  L. 

Saturday,  July  23,  at  4.30  p.m.- 

Light  Bait  Casting  (any  style)  for  Accuracy. — 
ATnateurs. 

Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Geen  and  R,  B.  Marston.- 

Timekeeper — Mr.  J.  Powles  West. 

Competitors — H.  W.  Little,  J.  Hopkins,  A.  P, 
Zerfass,  Dr.  Cahill,  C.  H.  Wheeley,  J.  T.  Emery, 
R.  Wellman,  Alfred  Powell,  R.  C.  Hardy-Corfe, 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer,  Harry  Spray,  G.  R.  Scott,  and 
W.  Prince. 


Competition  M. 
Saturday,  July  23,  at  12.30  p.m. 
Trout  Fly  Casting. — Amateurs. 
Judges  —  Messrs.;  Harold  Jackson  and  J.  H. 
Thonger. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  J.  Powles  West.- 
Competitors — S.  A.  Sanders,  M.  R.  L.  White, 
G.  E.  M.  Skues,  D.  M,  Roberts,  D.  C.  E.  Muir, 
R.  B.  Marston,  W.  Bumstead,  F.  F.  Higginson, 
F.  Hodder  Bass,  A.  W.  Wills,  W.  Prince,  A.  J.  Le 
Mesurier  Hayward,  R.  C.  Hardy-Corfe,  Miss  R.  A. 
Newham,  A.  C.  Kent,  C.  A.  M.  Skues,  J.  D.  Brown, 
E.  B.  Burt,  F.  G.  Shaw,  E.  R.  Hewitt,  and 
P.  C.  Hewitt, 


Competition  N.- 
Saturday, July  23,  at  2.30  p.m.- 
Trout  Fly  Casting  (Ambidextrous). — All  Comers. 
Judges — Messrs.  E.  J.  Power  and  0.  A.  M.  Skuesj 
Timekeeper— Mv.  G.  R.  Scott.- 
Competitors— jy.  C.  E.  Muir,  F.  Hodder  Bass, 
A.  W.  Wills,  R.  B.  Marston,  Miss  R.  A.  Newham, 
E.  J.  Mills,  A.  Newham,  P.  Alison,  G.  Hoyle,  L. 
Barr,  L.  Hardy,  E.  B.  Burt,  F.  G,  Shaw,  H.  W. 
Little,  W.  Prince,  E.  R.  Hewitt,  and  P.  C.  Hewitt. 


Competition  Ot 
Saturday,  July  23,  at  4.30  p.m.- 
Special — Light  Rod  Trout  Fly  Casting.— Comers: 
Judges— Messrs.:  R.  B.  Marston  and  C,  A.  M. 
Skues. 

Timekeeper— Mr.  J.  H.-  Thonger. 

Competitors— D.  M.  Roberts,  G.  E.  M.  Skues,  F. 

F.  Higginson,  F.  Hodder  Bass,  W.  Prince,  E.  J. 
Mills,  J.  Enright,  R.  B.  Marston,  Miss  R.  A.  New- 
ham, A.  Newham,  A.  J.  Le  Mesurier  Hayward,  F. 
H.  Clay,  E.  F.  Goodwin,  J.  J.  Hardy,  J.  D.  Brown, 
L.  Barr,  L.  Hardy,  A.  McCutcheon,  P.  Alison,  F. 

G.  Shaw,  R.;  C.  Hardy-Corfe,  E.  R,  Hewitt,  and 
P.  G.  Hewittj 


Competition  P. 
Saturday,  July  23,  at  6. 15  p.m.- 
Dry  Fly  Casting  for  Accuracy. — Amateurs. 
Judges — Messrs.  Harder,  Jackson,  and  J,  Powles 
West. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott.- 

Competitors— S.  A.  Sanders,  M.  R.  L.  White,  G. 
E.  M.  Skues,  D.  M.  Roberts,  H.  W.  Little,  F.  F. 
Higginson,  R.  B.  Marston,  A.  W.  Wills,  E.  Mills, 
W.  Prince,  Miss  R.  A.  Newham,  A.  J.  Le  Mesurier 
Hayward,  A.  C.  Kent,  J.  D.  Brown,  C.  A.  M.  Skues, 
J.  H.  Thonger,  E.  B.  Burt,  F.-  G.  Shaw,  E.  R.  Hewitt, 
and  P.  C.  Hewitt 


Competition  R.- 
Saturday, July  23,  at  5.45  p.m.- 
Float  Casting.;    Any  Style. — Amateurs: 
Judges — ^Messrs.  A.-  P.  Zerfass  and  J.  Powles 
West. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott.- 

Competitors — Alfred  Powell,  C.  H.  Wheeley, 
W.  P.  Woolley,  W.  R.  Ellis,  F.  W.  K  Wallis,  E. 
Birks,  H.  Spray,  and  H.  W.  Little. 


Competition  S.- 
Saturday, July  23,  at  7  p.m. 
Float  Casting.    Any  Style. — Professionals. 
Judges — Messrs.  A.  P.  Zerfass  and  J.  Powles 
West. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott. 
Com/petitors— A:  Newham,  J.   J:  Hardy,  Jasj 
Morris,  J.  Bailey,  and  L.  Hardy. 


Presentation  of  Pbizes. 

The  prizes  will  be  presented  by  Mrs.  R.  B.- 
Marston  at  8  o'clock  on  Saturday,  July  23,  or 
as  soon  after  as  possible. 

N.B.^ — The  Committee  cannot  be  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  any  prize  after  it  has  been  presented. 


LAEV^  OF  WATEE-FLIES.* 


CHAPTER  XIV.— continued. 

I  have  given  rather  a  long  description  of  this 
larva,  because  of  the  unusually  curious  and  interest- 
ing formation  of  its  body,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  any- 
one who  does  not  know  the  animal  wiW  examine  it 
carefully,  he  -will  be  amply  rewarded  for  his  pains. 
A  little  trouble  will  certainly  be  required,  for 
though  the  creature  is  so  strangely  transparent,  it 
is  by  no  means  easy  to  investigate  closely,  owing  to 
its  restlessness.  Frequently  when  one  sees  it  con- 
veniently near  to  the  side  of  the  vessel  in  which  it 
is  confined,  and  just  as  the  magnifying-glass  has 
been  placed  in  position,  the  creature,  -with  a  power- 
ful stroke  of  the  extremity  of  its  body,  will  shoot 
out  of  focus.  A  good  plan,  to  simphfy  the  examina- 
tion, is  to  put  two  or  three  of  the  larvae  in  a  very 
clear  glass  bottle,  of  not  more  than  lin.  and  not  less 
than  Jin.  in  diameter.  One  animal  at  least  -will  be 
almost  certain  to  be  in  the  right  position  for  the 
magnifying-glass.  Under  the  microscope  the 
creature  will  be  even  more  interesting  if  possible 
than  when  seen  at  hberty  in  the  water  through  the 
magnifying-glass,  though  its  condition  will  not  of 
course  be  natural. 

The  larva  has  a  curious  habit  of  suddenly  turning 
itself,  so  that  its  head  and  tail  change  places.  Some- 
times, instead  of  making  only  half  a  turn,  it  will 
make  the  whole  turn  so  quickly  that  the  eye  can 
scarcely  follow  it;  as  if  in  obedience  to  the  drill- 
sergeant's  command,  "  As  you  were  !  "•  In  summer 
these  larvae  may  be  taken  from  ponds  of  clear  water 
in  great  numbers.  Too  many  must  not  be  kept  in 
the  same  vessel :  three  or  four  in  one  which  -will 
hold  about  a  quart  of  water  will  be  quite  sufficient. 
If  such  a  vessel  is  provided  -ndth  some  healthy 
aquatic  plant  and  a  quantity  of  water-fleas  and  the 
Uke,  the  phantom  larvae  -mil  give  no  trouble  what- 
ever. The  Crustacea  and  their  offspring  -will 
always  provide  them  with  plenty  of  suitable  food. 
These  larvae  often  live  for  a  long  time  before  they 
become  pupae.  I  have  had  some  for  eight  months.- 
During  that  time  only  a  very  small  proportion  of 
those  I  first  captured  developed  into  the  perfect 
Midge.    But  others  which  I  had  taken  earlier  in 


♦  From  "Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev, 
Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 
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the  year  (about  June)  entered  the  imago  condition 
much  more  quickly. 

The  pupa  of  Coretltra  'ptumirornis  is  somewhat 
like  that  of  the  gnat.  The  chanfje  from  tlio  larva 
to  the  pupa  is  very  great  indeeil.  Professor  Rymer 
Jones,  in  reference  to  this  diange.  says  that  "  the 
air-sacs,  situated  both  in  the  tiioracie  region  and  in 
the  hinder  j)ortion,  burst  and  unfold  thonisohos 
into  an  elaborate  tracheal  system,  and  a  pair  of 
ear-shaped  tubes,  of  which  not  the  slightest  trace 
could  hitherto  be  discerned,  make  their  appearance 
upon  the  dorsal  aspect  of  the  thorax  ;  two  long 
tracheae  seem  to  be  thus  simultaneously  produced, 
occupying  the  two  sides  of  the  body  and  consti- 
tuting the  main  trunks,  from  which  large  branches 
are  given  off  to  supply — in  front  the  "head,  the 
eyes,  and  the  nascent  limbs  ;  while  posteriorly  they 
spread  over  the  now  conspicuous  ovaries,  and  ter- 
minate by  ramifying  largely  through  the  thin 
lamella  (plates)  that  constitute  the  caudal  "  appen- 
dages." The  vessels  in  which  the  larvte  and  pupse 
of  Corethra  plumicornis  are  confined  should  be 
covered  with  glass,  so  that  the  insects,  when  they 
become  perfect,  shall  not  escape  before  they  have 


Fig.  183.    Male  Midge,  Cobethka 

PLUiUCOENIS  (ENLAEGED). 

been  seen  and  examined.  If  a  piece  of  flat  wood  is 
allowed  to  float  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  the 
imago  will  be  sure  of  finding  a  resting  place  when  it 
has  emerged  from  the  pupal  envelope.  The  perfect 
insect  (Fig.  183)  is  about  Jin.  long,  and  of  a  brown 
colour.  The  Antennae  are  lighter  in  colour,  the 
plumes  on  those  of  the  male  being  almost  white. 
Both  the  wings  and  the  plumed  antennte  look  un- 
usually beautiful  under  the  microscope.  There  are 
two  dark  stripes  upon  the  sides  of  the  thorax.  The 
inner  edges  of  the  wings  are  fringed. 

The  genus  C'hironomus  includes  about  195  British 
species,  of  which  C.  plmnosus  is  by  far  the  com- 
monest. The  larva  of  this  species  is  the  "  Blood- 
worm "  of  anglers,  and  the  "  Red  Wriggler  "  of  the 
schoolboy.  These  larvae  can  be  found  in  stagnant 
water  almost  anywhere — for  example,  in  rain-water 
tubs,  ponds,  ditches,  pools,  and  the  like.  The  life- 
history  of  these  insects  is  very  similar  to  tliat  of  the 
gnat  already  mentioned.  These  larvae  are  much 
more  worm-Uke  than  those  of  the  gnat.  They  are 
of  a  blood-rcd  colour.  The  pupa  has  five  long 
hairy  bronchial  appendages  on  each  side  of  its 
large  thorax.  The  perfect  insect  is  about  Jin.  long 
and  of  a  light  yellowish  colour.  There  are  three 
dark  bands  on  its  thorax. 

One  of  the  commonest  species  of  the  family 
Slratiomi/idce  is  the  Vjeautiftil  fly  known  as  the 
Htratiomys  chameleon.  The  female  insect  deposits 
her  eggs  upon  the  under-side  of  a  broad-leafed 
aquatic  plant — generally  the  Wat^r  Plantain 
(Aliama  jiantago).  The  eggs  are  arranged  so  as  to 
overlap  each  other,  like  the  slates  on  the  roof  of  a 
house.  The  larv»  which  are  hatched  from  these 
eggs  are  very  curious  and  interesting.  They -are 
elongated  in  shape,  tapering  much  towards  the 
tail ;  and  they  have  small  heads.  At  the  narrower 
end  of  the  body  there  is  an  extremely  interesting 
breathing  apparatus,  which  partly  consists  of 
thirty  feathery  hairs  surrounding  a  small  orifice 
connected  with  the  tracheal  system.  These  hairs 
can  be  opened  and  closed  at  the  will  of  the  animal. 
While  expanded  they  are  very  star-like.  When  the 
creature  wishes  to  take  in  a  fresh  8upi)ly  of  air  it 
ascends  to  the  surface  of  the  water  by  means  of  a 
wriggling  mf)tion,  and  there  it  spreads  out  its 
b'- onchial  plumes.    These  act  not  only  as  a  float  to 

Import  the  animal  in  the  water,  head  downwards, 
Irit  are  also  so  constructed  as  to  repel  the  water 
and  tf)  admit  the  air  into  the  orifice  which  they 
«urround.  As  soon  as  the  larva  has  obtained  suffi- 
cient air,  it  folds  the  plumes,  which  then  enclose  a 
small  globule  of  air,  and  this  is  carried  by  the 
animal  to  the  bottom  of  the  water.  This  larva 
obtains  its  food  in  the  same  way  as  does  that  of  the 
gnat.  A  current  of  water,  owing  to  the  formation 
and  the  movements 'of  parts  of  the  head,  is  made  to 
set  in  towards  the  head,  carrying  with  it  the  minute 
animals  and  particles  of  matter  which  form  the 
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creature's  food.  The  pupalhood  of  this  animal  is 
passed  within  the  larval  skin.  The  pupa  only 
occupies  the  broader  and  anterior  portion  of  this 
envelope,  and  in  it  floats  until  it  changes  into  the 
perfect  insect.  The  imago  is  a  little  more  than  iin. 
long,  and  it  has  a  broad,  flat,  brassy-black  body 
marked  with  yellow. 

An  insect  belonging  to  the  family  Sijrphidce, 
known  as  the  Drone  Fly  (Eristnlis  tenax),  has  a  very 
curious  larva,  or  rather  is  a  very  curious  creature 
during  its  larval  state.  This  larva  is  called  the 
"  rat-tailed  larva,"  and  is  very  common  in  stagnant 
water.  The  late  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  speaking  of 
tliese  larvae,  says :  "  The  largest  assemblage  of 
these  creatures  that  I  ever  saw  was  in  Wiltshire.  A 
tub  had  been  sunk  in  tlie  ground  for  the  reception 
of  water,  and  had  gradually  become  half-filled  with 
dead  leaves  and  other  debris,  which  decomposed 
into  soft  mud.  This  mud  was  so  closely  packed 
with  the  larvae  of  the  Drone  Flv  that  the  water  was 
quite  choked  with  them."  This  larva  is  shaped 
some^^'hat  like  a  "  maggot,"  with  a  long  tail.  The 
tail  is  composed  of  two  segments,  one  of  which  fits 
inside  the  other  after  the  manner  of  the  joints  of  a 
telescope.  The  respiratory  organs  pass  through 
this  curious  tail,  and  the  creature  is  thus  able  to 
breathe  atmospheric  air  while  lying  at  the  bottom 
of  very  shallow  water.  When  the  larva  is  about  to 
enter  the  nymphal  state  it  buries  itself  in  the 
ground,  and  becomes  a  pupa  wliile  still  within  its 
larval  envelope.  The  perfect  insect  may  be  often 
seen  flying  about  gardens  and  the  like.  It  is  a 
little  more  than  -1-in.  long,  is  black  and  hairy,  and  is 
very  active  in  its  movements. 

There  are,  of  course,  many  other  aquatic  larvae 
and  pupae  besides  those  I  have  mentioned  in  this 
chapter  which  are  suitable  for  and  very  interesting 
in  the  aquarium  ;  but  I  hope  I  have  said  sufficient 
to  give  a  novice  in  aquarium  matters  some  idea 
what  kind  of  creatures  to  look  for,  and  how  to  keep 
them  in  a  manner  satisfactory  both  to  the  cajitor 
and  the  captives  when  found. 

CHAPTER  XV. 
Water-Spiders  and  Water-Worms.- 

The  Water-Sjiider  {Aryyroneta  aquatica)  is  an 
exceedingly  interesting  inmate  of  the  tank  ;  its 
intelligence  and  ingenuity  have  long  made  it  a  great 
favourite  with  aquarium-keepers.  It  is  about  Jin. 
long,  and  is  therefore  rather  a  large  spider.  Its 
abdomen  is  ovate  in  shape  and  of  an  ohve-brown 
colour,  and  the  rest  of  its  body,  including  the  leg's, 
is  a  dark  reddish-brown.  Its  first  and  last  pair  of 
logs  are  of  greater  length  than  the  other  two  paii's. 
T'hc  females  of  most  spiders  are  larger  than  the 
males,  but  in  regard  to  the  Argyroneta  the  I'everse 
is  the  case.  Water-Spiders  may  be  found  in  the 
ponds  and  ditches  of  many  parts  of  England, 
esj)ecially  in  those  of  Cambridgeshire  and  Norfolk  ; 
but  when  the  aquarium-keeper  is  not  fortunate 
enough  to  be  able  to  catcli  them  in  his  own  neigh- 
bourhood, he  can  always  buy  them  in  London  at 
prices  ranging  from  3d.  to  Is.  each.  The  abdomen 
of  the  Water-Spiders  is  covered  with  a  kind  of  hair, 
which  repels  the  water  and  prevents  the  creature 
from  getting  wet.  -Sometimes,  however,  when 
these  animals  are  being  carried  in  water  from  the 
pond  in  which  they  have  been  taken  or  from  the 
shop  whore  they  have  been  bought  to  their  new 
home  (the  aquarium),  they  will  be  found  at  the  end 
of  their  journey  to  be  nearly  if  not  quite  drowned. 
The  splashing  of  the  water  in  the  can  in  which  they 


have  travelled  has  so  thoroughly  saturated  the 
hairs  which  cover  the  abdomen  that  they  (the  hairs) 
can  no  longer  do  their  duty  in  connection  with  the 
respiratory  organs  Wiion  a  spider  is  found  in  this 
condition  it  .sjiould  be  placfjd  upon  some  bh/tting- 
papcr  and  undci-  a  tuml>Icr  until  it  is  perfectly  dry. 
As  a  healthy  spider  goes  l)(?neaih  the  surfafio  of  the 
water,  the  latter  part  of  its  body  look.H  as  if  covered 
witli  silver,  owing  to  the  air  which  has  Ix'f'ome 
entangled  among  the  abdominal  haiin. 

(To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Genebal  Bemaekb. — The  river  is 
very  slack,  there  being  scarcely  any  stream.  Bank 
anglers  have  been  having  a  bad  time  of  it  on  this 
account,  and  there  is  also  against  them  the  heavy 
boating  traffic.  The  regattas  are  in  full  swing,  and 
my  recommendation  to  anglers  is  either  to  fish 
the  weir  streams  where  launches  seldom  go,  and 
thus  get  out  of  the  way  of  some  of  the  punting 
and  boating  fraternity,  or  else  try  some  smaller 
river  or  lake.  Bream  have  been  feeding  fairly  well, 
but  only  late  at  night,  or  early  in  the  morning 
when  the  sun  is  off  the  water.  Messrs.  Dearing 
and  Hart  have  had  eleven  bream  up  to  2Jlb. 
from  the  water  opposite  the  tea  garden  below 
Tateham's  Island,  and  at  the  same  place  Mr. 
Richards  had  ten  bream,  averaging  21b.  each,  and 
Mr.  A.  Ransom  eleven  and  a  nice  lot  of  roach. 
This  swim  is  baited  up  for  clients  by  Mr.  Bert 
Weils,  the  Kingston  professional.  Barbel  have  been 
feeding  very  badly,  and  the  outlook  for  the  K.P.S. 
barbel  competition  is  not  good.  Few  reports  of 
any  value  have  reached  me,  but  a  general  com- 
plaint is  made  of  rowdyism  on  the  river. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeacb).  —  On  this 
stretch  of  the  Cam  free  fishing  for  four  miles. 
Sport  during  the  week  amongst  the  roach  has  been 
again  slow.  The  hot  weather  seems  to  make  them 
sluggish  ;  they  are  seen  in  shoals  lying  on  the  edge 
of  the  river  as  if  asleep.  Silver  and  brown  bream 
have  been  at  different  times  of  the  day  feeding 
well;  in  a  short  time  bogs  from  61b.  to  121b.  have 
been  had.  Largest  fish,  21b.  lOoz. ;  several  jIb. 
each.  Just  at  this  season  the  bream  are  numerous 
here,  especially  this  year.  We  are  much  wanting 
rain  to  improve  matters  all  round. — John  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bowness  oa  'Winderiaere. — Trout  and  char 
fishing  are  at  present  at  a  standstill  here,  the  only 
char  boat  out  on  Tuesday  (July  19)  getting  three 
small  char.  Perch  fishing  is  good,  baskets  of  from 
one  to  two  hundred  perch  being  got  daily.  Pike 
trolling  also  is  very  fair  just  now,  especially  for  a 
couple  of  hovirs  in  the  evening.— F.  Green. 

Cornisli  Streams. — Peal  fishing  has  only  been 
practicable  in  the  evenings  in  the  Camel,  and  there 
some  eight  or  nine  rods  have  got  from  six  to  a  dozen 
peal  each  during  the  week,  the  heaviest  weighing 
about  31b.  School  peal  are  now  running  freely,  and 
excellent  sport  they  give.  The  Fowey  is  doing  very 
little,  although  reports  speak  of  several  salmon  and 
peal  b?ing  taken  in  the  estuary.  Lots  of  these  fish 
are  using  the  Tamar,  Lynher,  and  Tavy,  but  the 
bright  days  and  the  excessively  low  water  are 
against  sport. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is  very 
low  and  fine.  There  is  a  good  lun  of  peal,  but  they 
are  not  taking  well  in  the  daytime.  After  dusk  a 
few  have  been  creeled  by  Messrs,  H.  T.  Distin,  M. 
Revell,  E  Distin,  and  H.  Full.  On  July  IS  Mr.  J. 
Edmonds  had  fourteen  above  Staverton,  and  this 
is  the  best  basket  reported.  Salmon  do  not  seem 
to  be  so  plentiful.  Some  good  catches  of  bass  have 
been  made  in  the  lower  waters  by  Mrs.  W.  F.  Tollit. 
— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  in  the  Carey,  and  the  fish  are  in  excellent 
condition.  The  water  is  somewhat  low  in  the  Tamar 
and  creels  of  a  dozen  and  two  dozen  have  been 
obtained.  In  the  small  streams  there  has  been  fair 
sport.  Fishing  in  the  Sid,  Mr.  Hall  landed  a  good 
trout  weighing  2  jlb.  Quite  a  score  of  salmon  have 
been  recovered  dead  in  theExe,  and  the  idea  is  that 
owing  to  the  water  being  so  low  and  putrid  that 
fish  have  been  killed  in  consequence. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  "Walton  Hotel 
Lengths). — Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  this 
last  week.  Rain  is  btkdly  wanted  to  wash  out  the 
river,  the  water  being  low  and  very  bright,  and 
with  the  bright  sunshine  evening  h&a  been  the  only- 
time  to  do  any  good.  The  evening  rise  has  been 
general,  and  with  Red  Spinn«r  or  Coachman  fi.sh 
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have  been  taken.  I  should  have  mentioned  in  the 
group  pubhshed  last  week,  Mr.  J.  Booth  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  daring  the  May  Fly  time. — 
Wm.  Evans, 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Salmon  fishing,  owing 
to  the  low  state  of  the  river,  is  at  a  standstill,  but 
early  morning  and  evening  some  fine  trout  have 
been  caught  in  the  Exe  with  flies  and  natural 
minnow  spinning.  In  the  Canal  fome  perch  of 
medium  size  have  Ijeen  caught,  also  some  good 
roach  up  to  I'/lb.,  taken  with  paste.  At  Exmouth 
some  fine  bass  have  been  had  by  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn, 
White.  Worthy,  Ba?tin,  Holman,  Heck,  and  others, 
the  first  named  /  angler's  two  best  being  one 
(•Tuly  IG),  .lllb,,u.nd  another  this  morning  (July  19), 
'.)'}\b. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tribntaries. — All  waters  are  very  low 
and  stale,  and  heavy  rain  is  much  wanted,  and 
would  be  beneficial  to  both  river  and  fish.  There  is 
little  run  in  the  Lea  now  as  a  result  of  the  drought, 
and  anglers  are  doing  badly  all  round.  Roach  and 
eels  have  been  principally  taken,  but  the  captures, 
as  far  as  reported  to  me,  include  nothing  worthy  of 
notice.  Sport  has  been  very  quiet  on  the  Stort, 
Dace  have  been  taking  the  fly  in  the  Rib,  but  few 
anglers  have  been  out  owing  to  the  hot  weather. 
The  season  for  taking  pike  and  perch  in  the  Lea  will 
soon  be  here  now,  August  2  witnessing  the  opening 
day.  Why  these  two  fish,  both  early  spawners, 
should  have  such  a  long  "holiday"  always  seems 
strange  to  me.  The  Lea  is  probably  the  last  river 
in  England  to  open  for  pike  and  perch  fishing. — 
IZAAK  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Illy  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — Rain  is  of  course  badly  wanted 
but  the  water  is  in  good  condition.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  out.  The  bream  still  continue  to 
feed,  and  bags  of  421b.,  371b.,  28!b.  and  171b.  per 
rod  have  been  had.  A  change  in  the  weather  will 
no  doubt  mean  excellent  sport. — C.  W.  Lino. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).—  Both  streams 
are  at  summer  level  and  want  rain  badly.  Angling 
has  been  quiet  of  late,  the  weather  being  so  very 
hot  and  the  water  low  that  anglers  have  not 
ventured  out  in  large  numbers  ;  a  few  rods  have 
been  out  and  tried  fly,  bvit  sport  has  been  limited, 
the  fish  not  moving  at  all  well.  A  good  flush  of 
water  is  wanted  to  liven  things  up  and  then  good 
sport  should  be  had  in  both  streams.  Wasp  grub 
is  now  coming  in.    The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear. — 

GWYNNE. 

Nene  (Feterborotigli). — Since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  season  angling  in  this  district  has  been 
a  bit  "  off  colour,"  and  only  very  little  has  been 
done,  the  catches  being  meagre.  Plenty  of  bream 
have  been  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Boatyard,  tear 
the  Peterborough  Bridge,  but  at  present  they  are 
not  on  the  feed,  although  from  the  Nene  at  Ring- 
stead  an  extraordinary  catch  of 'bream  is  reported, 
Messrs.  B.  and  W.  Roberts  having  been  successful 
in  taking,  in  six  days,  4341b.  weight.  The  fish  were 
in  excellent  condition,  and  ranged  from  21b.  to 
5Jlb..'being  taken  from  one  spot  in  the  river.  The 
heaviest  catch  in  one  day  was  1041b. — E.  A.  S. 
1  Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  very 
ow  and  weedy,  and  is  covered  with  the  usual  scum 
which  the  hot  weather  produces,  and  a  good  strong 
freshet  is  wanted  to  put  life  into  it.  The  fish  have 
lately  been  very  sluggish,  and  little  has  been  done 
even  with  the  late  evening  fishing.  On  Tuesday 
night  (July  19)  there  were  some  local  thunderstorms, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  (July  20)  there  are 
indications  of  more  to  follow  ;  if  so,  it  will  be  good 
for  fiy  fishers.  Peal  are  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  a  freshet  would  be  likely  to  make  them  run  up. 
— Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  in  thoroughly 
good  condition,  several  gentlemen  having  had  very 
good  takes  of  roach  principally  with  the  fly;  some 
good  chub  also,  which  have  come  well  at  a  Zulu. 
Mr.  Nelson  has  taken  a  nice  lot  of  rudd  and  dace 
on  the  shallows  juat  below  the  ferry. — A.  Scard. 

 (Huntingdon). — Notwithstanding  the  ex- 
ceptionally dry  weather  which  has  prevailed  for 
some  time,  the  water  remains  in  excellent  condition, 
and  sport  is  very  far  above  the  average.  Bream 
have  been  feeding  well  in  the  daytime,  many  fish 
exceeding  31b.  being  taken.  Roach  also  are  now 
well  on — a  fine  specimen  was  taken  on  July  10, 
scaling  21b.  fj^oz.,  a  very  unusual  weight  for  this 
river.  Specimen  rudd  are  also  taking  freely. — C.  A. 
Bryant. 

Flymonth. — The  rivers  are  very  low  and  want  a 
lot  of  water ;  there  is  a  lot  of  salmon  and  peal  in 
all  the  pools,  and  some  of  them  will  be  missing  if 
we  do  not  get  some  rain  soon.  Some  nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  evenings. — William 
Hkabdke. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neck). — The  extreme  heat  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  past  week  has  rendered  angling  about  mid- 
day a  matter  of  great  risk  except  in  shady  nooks, 
tta  the  fierce  rays  of  tl|o  sun  for  the  greater  part 


of  the  day  were  sufficient  to  roast  a  salamander. 
Some  welcome  rain  on  Tuesday  night  and  local 
thunderstorms  have  done  much  to  freshen  up  the 
rivers  and  lower  the  temperature,  which  at  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday  evening)  ig  much  lower  night 
and  day  than  for  some  time  past,  which  makes 
angling  now  much  more  enjoyable,  and  has  tempted 
the  trout  to  rise  better.  In  the  Tanat  and  Cain 
some  nice  fish  have  been  taken.  In  the  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy  the  best  sport  is  had  with  coarse  fish,  which 
aro  tf)0  plentiful  in  both  rivers. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Rain  is 
badly  needed  for  a  freshet  in  all  waters.  We  have 
experienced  a  few  partial  showers  in  this  district, 
but  scarcely  sufficient  to  lay  the  dust.  Sport  has 
been  poor,  and  but  few  anglers  out.  The  spring 
tides  affect  the  Arun,  Ouse,  and  Adur.  I  have  no 
news  from  Brighton,  so  infer  that  there  is  nothing 
worth  recording.  A  few  bream  and  tench  have 
been  taken  from  Chichester  Canal  below  Donning- 
ton — tench  up  to  2|Ib.  and  bream  of  l]lb.  The 
harbour  fishermen  are  getting  fair  sport. — Gkorok 
F.  Salter. 

Teifl  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  river 
is  still  very  low  ;  no  sport  with  trout,  and  will  not 
be  until  we  have  had  a  good  heavy  rainfall. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
still  running  very  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot,  and 
fishing  during  the  day  has  been  useless.  Sport  has 
not  been  good,  but  some  fair  dishes  of  fish  have 
been  landed  in  the  -evening  with  fly,  worm,  and 
wasp  grub.  The  latter  bait  has  just  come 
in  ;  the  fish  are  taking  it  well,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  get  as  yet.  Rain  has  •  been  had,  but 
more  is  wanted.  Fishing  at  the  end  of  last  week  a 
lad  named  Pearce  landed  a  very  fine  trout  of  2  Jib. 
with  wasp  grub.  He  also  landed  four  other  small 
trout.  With  worm  some  good  eels,  perch,  and  dace 
have  been  taken  up  the  Burway  water.  In  the 
Oakley  Park  water  fishing  has  been  quiet.  On 
Monday  (July  18)  up  the  Downton  Castle  water 
Dr.  Wolfended  landed  twenty-three  trout  and  one 
grayling  with  Red  Spinner  and  Governor.  With 
rain  prospects  should  be  good.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low.  Some  fair  sport 
had  in  Corve  bottom  fishing. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  low,  and  not  in  good  angling 
order.  Rain  has  threatened,  but  keeps  off,  and  a 
good  fall  is  required  to  improve  the  prospects  of 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  against  fishing  in 
the  daytime,  it  being  so  very  hot.  A  fair  number 
of  rods  have  been  out  in  the  evening  and  have  used 
fly,  and  wasp  grub  is  now  coming  in.  Sport  has 
not  been  good,  and  the  takes  of  fish  small,  and  will 
be  until  there  has  been  a  flush  of  water.  — 
Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivera. — These  rivers  are  now  all  very  low  and 
clear.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  conse- 
quence of  the  very  hot  and  bright  sunshine  we  have 
had  during  the  past  week.  A  few  fair  baskets  have 
been  taken  in  the  early  morning  and  late  evening. 
On  the  Tyne  upper  reaches  one  or  two  fair  baskets 
have  been  taken  with  worm  fished  very  fine.  Sport 
on  the  Coquet  has  been  very  slow,  and  only  a  few 
rods  have  been  out.  A  few  trout  have  been  got  in 
the  evening  with  [Stone  Midge  and  Bracken  Clock 
and  White  Moth.  We  hear  of  a  good  basket  of  five 
trout  weighing  5flb.  being  taken  with  the  docken 
grub.  Rain  would  be  welcomed  by  anglers  just 
now.  Useful  flies  :  Black  Gnat,  Red  Ant,  Bracken 
Clock,  Stone  Midge,  Orange  Dun,  and  Crimson 
Partridge. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  still  continues  very  low. 
There  was  only  one  salmon  taken  last  week,  Mrs. 
Lister  landing  it,  a  1.51b.  one,  in  Coed-y-Prior. 
Trout  anglers  are  not  having  much  sport,  Mr.  T, 
Thomas  doing  best,  taking  three  brace  of  nice  fish 
in  one  evening.  The  association  bailifl's  netted  the 
river  on  July  19,  but  only  captured  thirteen  fish. — 
T.  R. 

  (Abergavenny). — Usk  river  veiy  low  at 

present,  but  good  baskets  of  trout  are  being  taken 
small  worm  fishing.  Mr.  Dunn  caught  a  nice 
basket  of  23  on  Mr.  T.  Yendoll's  water — the  Bell 
Hotel,  Llangroiney,  4  miles  from  Abergavenny — who 
allows  free  some  excellent  fishing  to  anyone  stay- 
ing at  his  hotel. — J.  Delafield. 


Thodt,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
.Snita))le  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  lly  casts  for 
river  oi-  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  tine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  (Jd.  ;  best  tapered,  Is. ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— .J.  K.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
8tation-«treet,  Leeds.   Telegram^  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— A  121b.  bag  of  perch 
(one  rod)  has  been  taken,  together  with  mixed  bags 
of  perch  and  bream ;  also  carp  and  tench.  The 
good  quality  of  the  perch  is  in  keeping  with  the 
general  improvement  in  the  fishing  here. — V.  H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  now  very  low  end  clear,  and  it  will  take  three 
or  four  days'  steady  rain  to  affect  the  rivers,  as  the 
ground  will  absorb  so  much,  before  it  can  get  in  the 
rivers.  A  few  anglers  have  fished  the  Wye,  but 
have  not  met  with  very  much  success  especially  in 
the  bright  sunshine.  Early  morning  and  late  in  the 
evening  are  the  only  times  to  secure  a  fish  or  two. 
The  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  has  yielded  a  few 
nice  fish ;  also  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  portion  of  the  Derwent  has  afforded 
a  few,  both  trout  and  grayling.  Mr.  W.  Dale,  fishing 
near  Matlo'ck  Bridge,  on  July  18,  took  one  trout 
over  1  Jib.  Several  others  have  taken  a  few  fishing 
late  in  the  evening  ;  rain  is  badly  wanted  to  freshen 
these  waters-  Useful  flies :  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Red  Quill,  Putty  Coloured  Dun,  Dotterel 
Hackle,  Pale  Evening  Dun. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onaa, 
eto.  (Torks). — All  our  streams  are  still  keeping  low 
and  clear.  Sport  has  been  quiet  on  the  Yore  and 
its  tributaries,  a  few  fish  have  been  caught  with  the 
worm,  fished  well  up  _stream  in  the  upper  reaches. 
On  the  lower  reaches,  very  little  doing  at  Masham, 
Tanfield,  and  Kipon.  The  bottom  fishermen  have  not 
done  well  at  all  this  season.  In  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Wharfe  sport  has  only  been  moderate  owing 
to  the  low  state  of  water  at  Kilnsey,  Apple- 
treewick,  and  Burnsall.  At  Ilkley  sport  has  only 
been  fair,  the  best  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught 
by  fishing  the  worm  on  the  finest  of  tackle.  In 
the  districts  of  Boston  Spa  and  Tadcaster  the 
bottom  fishermen  have  met  with  better  sport  at 
the  latter  place ;  one  or  two  decent  baskets  of 
chub  and  dace  have  been  caught  with  maggot  and 
paste.  The  Nidd  is  low  and  clear ;  very  little 
doing  in  the  upper  reaches.  The  Harrogate  Anghng 
Club  fished  their  annual  match  on  Monday  last. 
Sport  was  fair.  Mr;  Lupton,  Harrogate,  took  first 
prize  with  about  41b.  of  mixed  fish.  The  Derwent 
is  still  low  and  clear.  Sport  haa  been  quiet,  and  in 
fact  will  not  improve  until  there  is  some  rain  to 
freshen  all  our  streams.  Best  flies  for  the  present 
are  Brown  Owl,  Knotted  Midge,  Black  Midge,  Green 
Midge,  and  Poult  Bloa. — John  E,  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-Street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— The  weather  has  been  very  unfavourable,  and 
the  water  too  low.  The  anglers  out  on  Lochs 
Griam,  Merkland,  Boarlan,  Cama,  Veyatie,  and 
Mheallain  since  last  reported  included  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson,  Col.  Braun,  Mr.  ChUds,  Messrs.  Roper 
and  Webster,  Messrs.  Holland,  Capt.  Watson,  Mr. 
Todd,  Mr.  Vicars,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Fawcett,  Mr. 
MacDonald,  Major  and  Mrs.  Moulton-Barrett,  etc. 
Without  giving  full  daily  details,  it  may  suffice  to 
give  the  following  list  of  baskets  of  five  dozen  trout 
and  upwards: — ^lessrs.  Holland,  four  baskets  of 
sixty,  181b.,  seventy,  201b.,  seventy,  191b.,  and 
seventy,  191b.  ;  Messrs.  Roper  and  Webster,  three 
baskets  of  seventy,  181b.,  sixty,  171b.,  and  sixty, 
18|lb. ;  Capt.  Watson,  one  basket  of  sixty- 
eight,  20Jlb. ;  and  Mrs.  Moulton-Barrett  and  Mr. 
MacDonald,  one  basket  of  sixty,  201b.  The  number 
of  creels  of  three  dozen  and  upwards  would  be  too 
numerous  to  mention. — B. 

Beauly. — Like  all  other  rivers  in  the  northern 
highlands  the  Beauly  has  fallen  very  low,  and  while 
on  the  upper  reaches  only  a  few  fish  were  obtained, 
on  Struy  and  Eskadale,  there  is  an  abundance  of 
fish  in  the  pools,  and  only  a  rise  of  water  required 
to  give  fruitful  results.  Grilse  have  ascended  in 
large  shoals,  and  on  the  home  beats  splendid  results 
have  been  obtained  by  anglers  during  the  week, 
the  following  being  the  baskets:  On  July  11,  Mr. 
R.  W.  Duff,  who  has  his  headquarters  in  the  Lovat 
Arms  Hotel,  had  three  nice  grilse  of  61b.,  51b.,  and 
51b.,  and  two  fresh  run  sea-trout;  Messrs.  Howard 
and  Hall  Phipps,  six  grilse,  51b.,  5lb.,  41b.,  41b., 
31b.,  and  31b.  On  July  12,  Mr.  Duff,  three  grilse, 
51b.,  51b.,  and  4Jlb.  On  July  13,  Mr.  Hall  Phipps, 
one  grilse  of  51b.  ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Duff  grassed  three 
beautiful  fish,  61b.,  51b.,  and  4^1b.  On  July  14, 
Mr.  R.  W.  Duff,  foiu:  clean  run  fish,  51b.,  5lb.,  41b., 
and  41b.,  as  well  as  one  sea-trout.  On  July  15,  Mr. 
Howard  Phipps  was  successful  in  obtaining  two 
beautiful  salmon  of  141b,  and  91b.,  as  well  as  three 
grilse,  51b.,  51b.,  and  41b. ;  Mr.  Duff  had  five 
beauties  of  71b.,  61b.,  and  throe  of  51b.  each.  On 
July  16,  Mr.  Duff  had  again  some  splendid  fishing, 
when  his  total  summed  up  to  eight  grilse,  51b.,  51b., 
4ilb.,  41b.,  31b.,  31b.,  2ilb.,  and  21b. ;  this  makes  a 
total  of  thirty-six  grilse,  two  salmon,  and  three  sea- 
trout,  which,  considering  the  condition  of  the  river, 
must  be  characterised  as  splendid  angling.  The 
net3  were  tried  on  July  13  and  16,  and  on  both 
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days  large  takes  of  grilse  were  landed.  The  nets, 
which  this  year  are  only  used  on  two  days  a  week 
during  the  month  of  July,  will  be  taken  off  on 
July  30,  so  that  the  fish  will  have  uninterrupted 
progress  to  the  higher  waters,  along  the  rich  sporting 
estates  of  the  upper  Glens. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — Sea- trout  are  plentiful, 
herling  have  begun  to  run,  white  salmon  and  grilse 
are  to  be  met  with  in  various  pools,  and  the  tribu- 
taries are  still  yielding  some  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout.  Some  big  catches  have  been  got  with  worm 
during  the  past  few  days,  especially  early  in  the 
morning  or  in  the  evening.  Major  Ramsden  and 
the  Hon.  G.  Campbell  have  landed  three  salmon, 
from  121b.  to  151b.,  in  Netherby  reserved  water 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  some  good  catches  of 
sea- trout  have  been  made  at  night  fishings  in  the 
same  water.  Mr.  W.  Chambers  had  a  good  basket 
of  sea-trout  and  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  H.  Foster 
had  a  nice  kill  of  sea-trout  and  herling.  In  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  water  some  fine  baskets  of 
sea-trout  have  been  made.  On  July  16,  Master 
Davidson  had  twelve  sea-trout,  two  herling, 
and  seven  fine  yellow  trout,  while  Mr.  T.  Mor- 
rison had  a  grand  catch  of  twelve  sea-tFout  in 
the  Langholm  water.  Mr.  R.  Grieve  had  four 
fine  sea-trout  in  the  upper  waters  on  July  18, 
and  at  another  fishing  over  one  hundred  yellow 
trout.  Capt.  McEwen  had  a  sea-trout  weighing 
3^1b.  in  the  Double  Water  above  Netherby  on 
July  18,  and  Mr.  Streatfield  had  one  of  2Jlb.  Mr. 
C.  G.  Frances  had  two  sea- trout,  2ilb.  and  21b.,  in 
Langholm  water  on  July  15,  and  two  in  the  upper 
waters  on  July  18.  The  Hon.  D.  Cairns  and  Mr. 
Dewburst  had  101b.  of  sea-trout  and  two  herling. 
On  July  16  Mr.  \V.  Telford  had  eight  sea-trout  and 
two  herling  in  Langholm  water  ;  Mr.  T.  Beattie, 
six  sea-trout,  two  best  4^1b.  and  31b.,  one  herling, 
and  four  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Frank  Story,  five  sea- 
trout  and  ran  a  salmon  ;  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  jun.,  four 
sea-trout.  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  and  Mr.  J.  Wilson  each 
one  of  1  Jib.  in  Souie  Pool  on  July  18.  Dr.  Anderson, 
six  sea-trout  during  the  week ;  Mr.  H.  Yates, 
two  sea -trout,  21b.  each,  and  three  herling; 
Dr.  Belilio,  three  sea  -  trout  and  some  herling ; 
Mr.  Tom  Steel,  thirteen  sea -trout  and  twelve 
herling  for  the  week ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  fifteen 
sea -trout  and  twelve  herling;  Mr.  A.  Jardine, 
seven  sea-trout ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  six  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  Reginald  Steel,  four  sea-trout  and  two  herling  ; 
Mr.  J.  Steel  and  Mr.  J.  Brockbank  each  two  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  W.  Irving,  seven  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R. 
Nelson,  three  sea- trout ;  Mr.  A.  Keen,  eight  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  G.  Nichol,  three  sea-trout  and  two  herling ;  Mr. 
A.  H.  Burns,  two  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr. 
J.  Grant  and  Mr.  D.  Murray,  three  sea-trout  each  ; 
Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr,  Canonbie,  two  sea-trout,  weighing 
31b.  and  21b.  ;  Dr.  Paterson,  several  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Crozier  had  five  sea- trout  at  a  fishing  in  Canonbie 
water,  and  lost  seven  ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot,  two  sea-trout  in 
Langholm  water  on  July  16;  Mr.  A.  Macmillan, 
two  sea-trout,  on  July  18;  Mr.  R.  J.  Beattie,  two 
sea-trout,  1  Jib.  and  21b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  four  sea- 
trout  at  a  fishing  in  Langholm  water  ;  Mr.  W.  A. 
Jackson,  ten  in  the  same  water,  the  best  weighing 
4  jlb.,  a  grand  kill ;  Mr.  D.  Lightbody,  the  Glen,  and 
Mr.  W.  Weatherstone,  three  each  on  July  16  ;  and 
othershavehad several  sea-trout  besides  a  fewherling 
or  yellow  trout  during  the  week. — Gilnockie. 

IncHnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— On  July  1 1, 
Mr.  Keeling,  on  Lower  Inver,  had  one  grilse,  5^lb., 
and  one  salmon,  11  jib.  On  12th,  Mr.  Keeling,  on 
Lower  Inver,  one  salmon,  71b.  ;  Mr.  S.  Webb, 
on  Upper  Inver,  one  grilse,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Andrews,  on 
Upper  Inver,  eight  trout,  71b.  On  13th,  Mr.  Under- 
hay,  on  Loch  Awe,  thirteen,  51b. ;  Messrs.  N.  and  A. 
Webb,  on  Mid  Assynt,  ten,  41b. ;  Mr.  Andrews,  on 
River  Inver,  onegribe,  61b.  On  14th,  Mr.  Underhay, 
on  Upper  Inver,  one  grilse,  71b.,;  Mr.  .Andrews,  on 
Lower  Inver,  two  grilse,  61b,  and  31b.  ;  Mr.  Keeling, 
on  Gillaroo,  one  trout,  4ilb.  On  15th,  Mr.  Thomson, 
on  Loch  Awe,  seventeen  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Keeling, 
on  West  Assynt,  five  trout,  31b.,  and  one  grilse,  31b.  ; 
Mr.  S.  Webb,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  5lb.  ;  Mr. 
Arthur,  on  Gillaroo,  five  trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Beach,  on 
Mid  Assynt,  twenty-six,  121b.  On  16th,  Mr.  Beach, 
on  Loch  Awe,  seven  trout,  31b.,  and  one  grilse,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head  Assynt,  one  trout,  IJlb.,  and 
one  grilse,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Castle  Bay.  three 
^Ise,  51b.,  51b.,  41b.,  end  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Underhay,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  71b. — W. 
Walf^ace. 

Isla  (Perth). — It  is  now  several  years  since  this 
stream  was  running  so  low  as  at  the  present 
moment.  The  weather  is  dry,  and  a  cool  breeze 
keeps  the  heat  from  being  oppressive.  Many  angler" 
have  been  out  during  the  week,  but  the  baskets  are 
very  small.  As  a  rule  trout  do  not  rise  freely  in. 
July,  and  this  year  is  no  exception.  Clear  worm 
fishing  is  yielding  fair  results  in  the  early  morning 
and  late  in  the  evening,  but  the  lowneas  of  the 
water  and  the  great  accumulation  of  fungoid 
growth  in  the  bottom  are  very  annoying  to  the 


angler.  Little  has  been  done  on  the  lochs,  which 
are  as  clear  as  gin.  The  only  time  when  fair  success 
may  be  looked  for  is  near  evening  when  the  breoze 
causes  a  gentle  ripple. — Iasgaib. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel),— On  July  12,  Mr. 
Murray  killed  one  salmon,  weighing  7Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Waters,  twenty-seven  trout,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Constable 
and  Ogilvy,  nineteen,  6  Jib. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  one  grilse,  5  |lb. 
On  13th,  Mr.  Dickinson,  one  grilse,  i?(\h.  ;  Dr.  Potrie, 
one  brown  trout,  IJlb. ;  Messrs.  Waters  and  Mrs. 
Maitland,  thirty-two  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Greig,  thirty- 
six,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  Murray,  seven,  SJlb. ;  Messrs.  Paul, 
eight,  2  Jib.  ;  Misses  Hodson,  eleven,  3  Jib.  On  14th, 
Mrs.  Maitland,'  one  grilse,  51b.  ;  Dr.  Petrie,  thirty 
trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Paul,  twenty,  91b. ;  Mr.  Murray, 
one  grilse,  51b.  On  15th,  Dr.  Petrie,  nine  trout,  4  Jib. ; 
Mr.  Paul  (sea),  seventeen  haddocks ;  Mr.  Murray 
(sea),  five  lythe  ;  Mr.  Grieg,  thirty-nine  trout,  111b.  ; 
Mr.  Ogilvy,  fifteen,  71b.  On  16th,  Mr.  Christie,  one 
salmon,  7Alb. ;  Mr.  Constable,  one  salmon.  81b.  ; 
Mrs.  Maitland,  fourteen  trout,  4|lb. ;  Mr.  Waters, 
twenty-eight,  9Jlb. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  fifteen,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Grieg,  twenty- two,  8 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Paul,  sixteen,  61b. — 
J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch.  Iieven  (Kinross'!. — With  a  cloudless  sky 
and  hard  south-easterly  wind  trout  fishing  is  little 
prosecuted,  and  the  takes  are  very  light.  Mr.  J. 
Gordon,  Glasgow,  had  seven  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  A.  R. 
Dick,  Cowdenbeath,  creeled  three  trout,  51b.  4oz. 
The  first  prize  at  the  Dumferroline  Club  Competition 
was  gained  with  two  trout  which  weighed  21b.  12oz. 
Perch  fishing  is  now  being  prosecuted  with  success, 
and  five  or  six  boats  are  going  out  daily.  Large 
shoals  have  come  across  near  the  pier,  and  catches 
range  from  sixty  to  two  hundred  of  good  size  per 
boat.  With  less  wind,  better  sport  should  be  got. 
— Robert  B.  Laing. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairgf,  N.B.).— 
The  full  details  of  sport  on  the  various  beat=s  of 
Loch  Shin  and  other  lochs  since  last  recorded 
cannot  here  be  given.  Amongst  the  host  of 
Waltonians  out  were  Mr.  and  Misses  Dawson,  Mr. 
Lewis.  Mr.  Summers,  Col.  and  Miss  Dixon,  Mr. 
Simpson,  Messrs.  T.  and  L.  H.  Luddington,  Mr. 
Logai},  Chancellor  Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  Mr. 
Oliver.  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Menzies,  Mr.  Berwick,  Mr. 
Christie,  Mr.  Patullo,  Col.  Sandford,  Misses  Bridges 
and  Chandos  Pole.  Of  the  numerous  baskets 
thirty-one  were  over  a  dozen  trout,  and  twenty-four 
over  three  dozen.  The  biggest  basket  was  one 
hundred  and  seventy  trout,  431b.,  by  Mr.  Lewis,  on 
Loch  Gorm.  The  heaviest  trout  was  3|lb..  and  the 
two  heaviest  ferox  weighed  101b.  and  121b.  ;  they 
were  caught  on  river  Merkland  by  Mr.  Ross.  Such 
heavy  ferox  are  not  often  landed  anywhere  in  one 
day  by  one  rod. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N-B.). — Mr,  Buxton  and  party 
at  Inveran  Hotel  have  had  as  follows  :— On  July  4, 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Alice  Buxton  had  each  a  41b.  grilse, 
and  Mr.  Buxton  a  salmon  of  121b.  On  5th,  Mr. 
Lionel  Buxton  had  a  salmon  of  171b.,  and  Mr. 
Buxton  a  41b.  grilse.  On  6th,  Messrs.  and  Miss 
Buxton  landed  five  grilse  averaging  41b.  each.  On 
8th  and  9th,  Mr.  Buxton  caught  an  Hlb.  salmon 
and  a  51b.  gril.9e.  On  12th,  he  had  two  grilse  of 
71b.  and  51b.,  and  on  13th,  a  4-pounder.  On  14th, 
Mrs.  Palby  landed  a  salmon  weighing  15lb.,  besides 
a  grilse  of  41b.  On  15th,  Mr.  Hoare  caught  a  41b. 
grilse,  and  Mrs.  Palby  a  5-pounder.  On  16th,  Mr. 
Hoare  landed  four  grUse  weighing  5lb.,  51b.,  41b., 
61b.,  an  average  of  51b.  each.  Weather  bright  and 
river  low. — B.  - 

South  of  Scotland. — At  the  time  of  writing  the 
waters  are  in  good  order  for  fly.  There  has  been  a 
fair  run  of  salmon  to  the  rivers  besides  sea-trout, 
but  they  have  not  been  taking  at  all  well.  After 
the  thorough  cleansing  that  the  rivers  have  had  we 
do  not  require  any  further  flood  for  at  least  a  month. 
The  following  are  the  reports  from  the  rivers  of  this 
district.  The  Annan. — The  herling  have  arrived 
this  morning  (20th).  There  was  a  fair  run,  but 
they  would  not  look  at  any  fly  offered.  In 
the  flood  on  .July  10  a  goodly  number  of  rods 
were  out  fishing  with  worm  bait.  In  the  lower 
reaches  Mr.  Robert  Graham  had  the  best  basket  of 
a  couple  of  sea-trout,  a  few  herling,  and  some 
twenty  yellow  trout.  Good  catches  of  sea-trout 
wore  taken  in  the  middle  and  higher  waters.  The 
Mount  Annan  stretch  afforded  some  fair  sport.  Mr. 
W.  RobiFon  had  a  sea-trout  or  two,  and  other  rods 
did  fairly  well.  Sea- trout  were  also  caught  in  the 
Hoddom  Castle  water,  Castlemilk,  Murraythwaite, 
and  other  stretches.  Yellow  trout  were  plentiful 
in  the  Moffat  waters.  Mr.  M'George,  Beechgrove, 
was  reported  to  have  landed  eighty  yellow  trout 
with  worm  bait.  Mr.  McCubbin,  Glasgow,  took  one 
hundred  and  forty,  and  Mr.  R.  Denham,  Holmend, 
Moffat,  took  twenty  in  the  stretch  at  Wamphray. 
Several  fine  baskets  were  taken  lower  down.  One 
rod  had  four  or  five  sea-trout,  forty  yellow  trout, 
and  a  grilse  of  between  41b.  and  51b.  All  these 
catches  were  mede  with  the  worm  in  the  discoloured 
waters.  Below  Millhouse  Bridge,  of  the  Jardine  Hall 


section,  souie  fine  sea-trout  have  boon  caught  with 
the  night  fly.  The  Corncrake  Wing  and  Black 
Body  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  flies, 
and  the  Woodcock  Wing  has  also  been  doing  pretty 
well.  .Jackson's  (Dumfries)  Brown  Turkey  and 
Cream  Top  with  the  seal's  fur  body  mixture  cannot 
be  surpassed  as  a  night  fly  for-sea  trout,  and  it  will 
kill  well  from  this  date  to  the  end  of  the  season. 
Mr.  W.  C.  Loudon  had  a  couple  of  herling  at  Annan. 
Mr.  James  Bonner  took  four  on  July  lOwith  worm, 
and  other  rods  had  a  brace  of  herling  each.  On 
July  18,  Mr  Bonner  hooked  and  lo^-t  a  grilse 
in  the  landing  at  Northfield.  He  had  a  couple 
of  herling  with  a  small  Devon  minnow.  "Mr. 
Eric  Nicholson  also  took  ono  sea-trout  The 
NiTH  (DuMKiuHS). — This  river  wa^  placed  in 
heavy  flood  on  Saturday  (July  16)  with  the  rain 
that  fell  in  Nithsdale  on  the  previous  day.  A  large 
number  of  anglers  were  out  fishing  with  worm  bait. 
In  the  lower  fections  the  sport  was  not  good,  but 
in  the  middle  district  some  nice  sea-trout  wore 
taken.  Btiskets  of  yellow  trout  from  half  a  dozen 
to  three  dozen  were  taken  by  various  anglers.  In 
the  mid- Nithsdale  portion  below  the  ducal  village 
of  Thomhill  some  fine  soa-trout  were  caught,  and 
at  Closeburn  local  rods  had  some  good  trout  with 
the  worm.  A  number  of  Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown 
rods  fished  the  Chiden  and  Cairn,  but  the  catches 
were  not  so  satisfactory  as  anticipated.  The 
streams  are  now  in  the  best  order  of  the  season. 
The  herling  were  showing  on  Tuesday  night  at  the 
town  Cauld,  where  they  were  seen  leaping  up  the 
salmon-pass.  They  were  of  the  .smaller  school 
of  herling,  but  the  larger  ones  will  follow  shortly. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Loch.s. — The  rains 
that  have  fallen  have  improved  the  rod  fishing  in 
tliis  district.  Several  visitors  to  Carsphairn  have 
had  fine  baskets,  and  one  visitor  out  from  the 
Salutation  Hotel  of  Carsphairn  had  some  capital 
trout  on  one  of  the  lochs.  The  local  streams 
were  in  good  ply  on  July  16,  and  nice  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  were  caught  chiefly  with  worm  bait. 
Moderate  sport  has  been  obtained  on  a  number  of 
the  rivers  with  fly,  and  it  is  reported  that  a  fine 
show  of  salmon  have  ascended.  Ayeshibe  Rivebs 
and  Lochs. — Moderate  sport  is  being  had  on  the 
rivers  of  this  district.  Owing  to  the  Glasgow  Fair 
week  the  various  rivers  that  are  open  to  visitors 
are  being  pretty  well  fished,  more  especially  after 
dark.  On  Loch  Doon,  on  July  16,  Messrs.  Laurie, 
Glasgow,  caught  forty-four  yellow  trout.  Several 
anglers  have  fished  late  in  the  evenings,  and  camped 
out  all  night  by  the  side  of  the  lochs.  Trout  have 
been  rising  better,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been 
caught.  None  of  the  trout  on  Loch  Doon  have 
exceeded  lib.  in  weight,  but  as  they  are  plentiful 
and  run  about  four  to  the  pound,  they  give  good  sport. 
The  rivers  are  in  the  best  of  trim  now  after  the 
rainfall  of  the  last  week-end. — Heaxhekbell. 

Spey  (IHIorayshire). — The  water  last  week  was  a 
good  few  inches  lower  than  ever  so  that  sport  has 
been  confined  to  a  few  of  the  reaches.  Owing  to 
the  low  water  no  fish  are  taking  to  the  streams. 
With  a  rise  in  water  good  sport  would  probably 
follow  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish  on  the  move. 
Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  conditions  better 
sport  has  been  enjoyed  on  the  Blacksboat  sections 
of  the  Spey  by  Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burns.  He  killed  two 
salmon  and  seven  grUse,  six  in  one  day,  four  of  them 
in  the  Boat  stream,  and  all  newly  run  fish.  On  the 
sea  coast  some  heavy  catches  were  got  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel. — Despite  unfavourable  circum- 
stances as  to  weather  fair  sport  has  been  got  on  the 
neighbouring  lochs  by  Mr.  Bourne,  Mr.  Swan,  Mr. 
Jackson,  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Annandale,  Mr.  Brown, 
and  Mr.  Armytage.  Sea-trout  fishing  very  good. — 
M.  Macinnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Gal way). — There  has 
been  unfavourable  weather  for  fishing  during  the 
past  week,  with  east  winds  and  bright  warm  days. 
During  the  week  A.  V.  W'illcox  and  party  secured 
si.x  pea],  71b.,  61b.,  51b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b.,  also 
thirty  sea-trout ;  General  Beresford,  one  peal,  81b., 
and  eighty-six  sea-trout ;  J.  Smyth- Pigott,  one 
peal,  71b.,  and  thirty-seven  sea-trout ;  W.  W. 
Wickham,  one  summer  fish,  91b.,  and  eighteen  sea- 
trout  ;  Captain  Wickham,  two  peal,  8lb.  each,  and 
fifty-six  sea-trout;  C.  Alington,  thuree  peal-,  71b., 
61b.,  and  71b.,  and  seventy-nine  sea-trout;  R.  L, 
Scott,  two  peal,  71b.  and  61b.,  and  thirty-six  sea- 
trout  ;  T.  B.  Rowan,  two  peal,  6lb.  and  81b.,  and 
thirty  sea-trout.  Total  for  week,  17  peal  (1171b.), 
one  summer  fish  (91b.),  and  372  sea  trout. — Jock 
Scott. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — In  the  early  part  of  the  week 
heavy  showers  of  rain  fell  over  the  catchment  basins 
of  the  tributaries,  but  no  flood  was  produced  in 
these  or  in  the  main  stream,  and  sport  continued 
to  be  obtained.  The  run  of  grilse,  and  that  is  the 
largest  ever  experienced  ^on  this  river,  continues 
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coming  in  from  the  sea,  and  the  sections  below 
all  the  weirs  are  overstocked.  Wlien  tho  Sedges 
go  on  the  water  in  the  evenings  these  fish 
rise  so  eagerly  to  them  that  none  escape,  but 
I  should  be  careful  in  stating  this  as  it  has 
been  proved  by  scientists  that  salmon  do  not 
feed  in  fresh  water.  Mr.  Murray  caught  eleven 
salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from  41b.  to  Vilb. ;  Mr. 
H.  E.  Wright,  five,  from  51b.  to  71b.  ;  M"r.  H.  T. 
Wright,  si.x,  from  4Jlb.  to  71b. ;  Mr.  J.  McCorry, 
five,  from  41b.  to  7|lb.  ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  one  salmon, 
121b.  On  the  Kilrea  reach,  Mr.  G.  Nagle,  twenty- 
five,  from  41b.  to  141b.;  Mr.  G.  Andrews,  twenty- 
six,  from  3.Jlb.  to  1 21b.  ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  twenty- 
eight,  from  .'!lb.  to  141b.,  on  the  Caronroe  section. 
— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — There  is  no  improvement 
to  record  in  angling.  The  local  streams  are  hope- 
lessly low  and  clear,  and  at  the  dams  trout  took 
poorly  all  the  week,  possibly  this  was  the  result  of 
the  thunder  clouds  which  were  strongly  in  evidence 
early  in  the  week.  The  Maine  repsponded  poorly 
and  the  same  applies  to  the  co.  Down  streams. 
The  coast  fisheries  are  taking  plenty  of  salmon  and 
sea  trout. — J.  A.;,B. 

I!rne. — Angling  on  the  Erne  for  the  past  few 
days  has  improved  very  considerably.  Mr.  Salisbury 
Thomas,  of  Clyhore  Lodge,  Belleek,  who  killed  the 
421b.  salmon,  is  still  giving  a  good  account  of  him- 
self on  the  Erne.  On  Fiiday  and  Saturday  Inst  he 
landed  eight  salmon,  the  two  large  it  being  241b.  and 
181b.  weight.  The  following  are  the  principal 
returns  dnce  last  report:  Messrs.  Sitwell,  Cliff 
House,  eleven  trout,  caught  on  Lough  Inchen, 
averaging  from  lib.  to  Jib.  weight  each,  and  one 
salmon,  caught  on  the  Erne,  weighing  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Salisbury  Thomas,  Clyhore  Lodge,  eight  salmon, 
241b.,  181b.,  81b.,  81b.,  51b.,  01b.,  81b.,  and  91b. 
respectively ;  Mr,  Forbatt,  one  salmon,  01b.  weight. 
John  Dolan,  one  trout,  4ilb.  weight ;  Denis  Dolan, 
four  trout,  weighing  61b. ;  Mr.  Ryan,  Cleary's  Hotel, 
Belleek,  three  trout,  weighing  51b.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannou  and  Belleek).— Some  fine 
sport  has  been  enjoyed  during  the  past  week.  Mr. 
S.  V.  Thomas  landed  iive  salmon  for  the  week  of 
111b.,  131b.,  141b.,  81b.,  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  John  Stone 
landed  seven  of  161b.,  16.ilb.,  121b.,  <Jlb..  6lb.,  71b., 
and  61b. ;  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn  landed  three  of  71b.,  61b., 
and  51b.  ;  Capt.  A.  F.  Maude  landed  six  salmon  of 
161b.,  131b.,  91b.,  81b..  71b.,  71b,  ;  Mr.  Warrander 
landed  two  salmon  of  211b.  and  91b.  ;  Mr.  R.  S.  W. 
Sitwell  landed  two  salmon  of  151b.  and  61b;  and 
Mr.  C.  J.  Sitwell  landed  two  of  61b.  and  51b. ;  Mr. 
Jos.  Hone  landed  one  of  71b.,  and  Mr,  E.  M.  Calvert 
one  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  John  Wilson  one  salmon  of  91b. 
A  storm  has  set  ia  at  lime  of  writing  and  rain  has 
fallen  heavily  overnight. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Galway  Kiver. — Angling  on  the  Galway  river 
has  not  been  quite  so  good.  Very  bright  weather 
prevails.  The  lollowing  is  the  catch  for  the  week: 
seventy-five  salmon,  4261b. — W.  N.  Milne. 

ItOVigh.  Slelvin. —  During  the  evenings  of  the 
past  week  some  very  decent  baskets  of  gillaroos  and 
brown  trout  were  tekjn  on  the  lake.  Lieut.  Loyd, 
Mr.  C.  Brown,  Mr,  ),  Murphy,  and  Mr.  B.  Henry, 
and  others,  tocif  baskets  of  trout  containing  from 
twelve  to  fifteai).  and  eighteen  trout,  largest  trout  a 
gillaroo  of  2^ib.  taken  by  Lieut.  Loyd.  Theai^glers 
out  from  Garrison,  Kinlough,  Bundoran,  etc, 
enjoyed  fair  sport  generally  on  the  lake  amongst 
the  trout. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
At  least  thirty-six  hours'  steady  rain  is  required  to 
put  the  Mourne  into  order.  There  are  plenty  of 
salmon  up,  but  the  low  state  of  the  river  the  past 
week  rendered  fishing  almost  hopeless.  Since  last 
week  Mr,  Dobson,  Mr.  Charles  Mclvor,  and  Captain 
J.  E.  Carter  had  a  fish  each.  Trouting  is  also  in- 
different.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  oo.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
week  was  good  on  the  river.  Mr.  Gladstone  got 
eleven  fish  in  five  days,  and  Mr.  G.  Booth  five  in 
two  days  ;  Mr.  Daws  got  a  fish  and  played  some 
more,  and  Mr.  Brunnyan  got  a  nice  fish  and  hooked 
several.  Fishing  would  improve  if  we  had  some 
rain.  Fishing  on  Lough  Conn  during  the  ^week 
was  good,  some  good  trout  being  taken  on  the  fly. 
Major  Hewett  got  some  large  pike  at  Clarke's 
Hotel— 281b„  201b.,  and  141b.— John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co- 
Mayo). —  Sultry  weather  hore  for  the  past  week. 
Mr.  (iladstono,  eleven  grilse,  611b.;  Colonel  Knox 
Browne,  nine  grilse,  4.jlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Garvey,  seven 
grilse,  421b.;  Mr.  Branagan,  two  grilse,  llijlb. ; 
Mr.  Hawes,  two  grilse,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Booth,  six  grilse, 
331b,  ;  Mr.  Perry  Knox  Gore,  eight  grilse,  451b. ; 
Mr.  Dewse,  five  grilse,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Bell,  seven  grilse, 
411b.  ;  Mr.  Berr,  three  grilse,  16Jlb.  On  the  Mount 
falcon  water  seventeen  grilse  wore  taken  with  two 
rods.  Sea-trout  angling  very  good,  best  bag  for 
one  day,  forty -one,  221b.  Some  trout  were  got  on 
the  loughs.    Mr.  Craig,  three  jack,  Illb.,  171b.,  251b. 


Loughs,  Talt  and  Callow  fished  well,  best  take  for 
one  rod  in  one  day  fifty-three,  241b. — Pat  Hicarnes 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Sport  has 
opened  very  well  here,  there  being  a  good  head  of 
fish  in  the  Crolly  and  the  lakes,  which  ensures  sport 
during  the  summer.  The  best  trout  taken  yet 
weighed  2Jlb.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).-The  spell  of  dry 
weather  has  ceased,  and  we  had  plenty  of  rain  during 
tho  week ;  in  Consequence  a  rise  of  water  has 
occurred,  and  sport  should  now  show  improvement. 
On  Doonass,  Mr  C.  S.  Vansittart  killed  three  peal, 
41b.,  51b.,  and  51b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr,  D.  Logan 
Wright  killed  two  peal,  41b.  and  51b.  On  Prospect, 
Major  Hallowes  killed  two  peal,  61b.  each. — John 
Enhight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Iiongh  Derg  (Eillaloe).—  St. 
Swithin  has  proved  himself  a  great  friend  to  anglers 
this  week,  for  on  July  15,  the  day  of  his  anniversary, 
we  got  torrents  of  rain,  which  has  fieshened  up  the 
water,  and  henceforward  we  may  expect  to  ha-ve 
some  fair  sport.  On  July  19  again  we  had  terrible 
thunder  and  lightning  and  torrents  of  rain,  which 
will  add  to  our  chances  of  making  good  bags.  On 
July  15  Captain  Bayley,  one  grilse,  51b.  10th,  four 
grilse,  71b.,  01b.,  61b.,  51b.;  Mr.  H,  S.  Hodding, 
grilse,  41b. ;  M.  Gleeson,  on  my  water,  two,  OJlb. 
and  Olb.,  and  several  bags  of  trout,  largest  71b., 
taken  above  the  weir  wall.  Mr.  Gecrgi  Hurley, 
attended  by  M.  Gleeson,  has  killed  some  nice  dishes 
of  trout  on  my  preserves  ;  Mr.  E.  C.  Machin  one 
grilse,  71b. — S.  "j.  Hurley. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Fair 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  above  waters  with  sea 
and  brown  trout.  The  best  baski  t  recorded  was 
one  of  sixteen  sea-trout  creeled  on  Lough  Naiska  in 
one  day  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  who  also  took  a  nice  lot  of 
brown  trout.  Other  anglers  out  on  Derriana  Lake, 
Loughnamona,  and  Cloonaghlin  had,  on  an  average, 
about  six  sea-trout  and  about  three  dozen  brown 
trout  daily  to  each  boat.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton,  —  Favoured  by  splendid  summer 
weather  and  calm  seas,  numbers  of  boat  anglers 
have  been  off  during  the  past  few  days  after  bream, 
pout  whiting,  and  flatfish.  At  time  of  writing 
(July  20)  the  sea  is  rather  choppy,  with  wind  round 
from  E,  to  W.,  and  anglers  trying  for  bass  off  the 
stone  groynes. — H. 

Flymonth, — The  bass  are  about  now  in  large 
numbers — they  seem  to  be  all  over  the  Sound  and 
up  ^both  estuaries.  In  the  Cattewater  they  are 
being  taken  near  Turnchapel,  and  some  of  the  fish 
are  31b.  to  41b.  At  the  east  end  of  the  breakwater 
they  are  much  larger  ;  at  times  they  feed  very  well, 
and  some  good  baskets  have  been  taken.  In 
the  Yealm  they  are  also  very  plentiful,  and  at 
the  Eddystone  they  run  from  101b.  to  151b.  ; 
they  are  also  catching  them  at  Penlee  and  the 
Rame  Head  with  spinning  rods  oR  the  rocks. 
Pollack  have  also  been  very  plentiful  during  the 
week,  and  great  numbers  of  chad  and  pouting  have 
also  been  taken.  I  hear  there  are  plenty  of  mullet 
still  in  the  Great  Western  Docks,  aad  these  are 
taking  small  bits  of  mud-worm  and  a  paste  made 
of  new  bread  and  boiled  cabbage.  —  William 
Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough.- Silver  whiting  are  now  very 
abundant  in  the  bay,  and  plenty  of  dabs,  etc.,  for 
pier  anglers.  The  herring  fishery  has  now  com- 
menced, and  a  number  of  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft 
boats  are  here,  but  the  Scotch  boats  have  not  yet 
arrived.  The  annual  shoals  of  mackerel  may  be 
expected  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days. — H. 

Weymouth. — We  are  still  enjoying  beautiful 
summer  weather,  notwithstanding  a  severe  thunder- 
storm on  Tuesday,  and  everything  tends  to  make 
things  enjoyable  for  the  sea  fisherman.  Bass  are 
still  plentiful  at  Ferry  Bridge,  and  a  few  nights  ago 
J.  Stone,  of  Wyke,  captured  about  601b.  with  live 
shrimp.  There  are  some  big  bass  also  in  the 
Harbour,  and  I  have  met  several  fishermen  who 
report  having  been  broken  up  with  large  fish. 
Mackerel  do  not  seem  over  plentiful  as  yet,  but 
pouting,  pollack,  etc.,  are  abimdant.  Over  against 
Portland  Breakwater,  where  they  have  been  blasting 
up  the  wreck  of  a  large  Spanish  steamer,  the  con- 
cussion has  killed  large  quantities  of  fish,  and  I 
saw  hundreds  floating  about  on  the  top  of  the  water 
ou  Monday  afternoon.  Dabs  and  eels  are  still  "  on  " 
up  the  Backwater,  Mr.  Cass,  a  visitor  from  Loudon, 
taking  some  up  to  21b.  in  weight.  Our  Annual 
Fishing  Festival  will  take  place  on  Sept.  12,  14,  15, 
and  16,  when  silver  and  bronze  medals  given  by 
the  B.S.A.S.  will  be  competed  for,  also  other  prizes. 
Any  visitor  wishing  to  enter  can  do  so  upon  joining 
the  W.A.A.,  and  the  secretary  will  be  pleased  to 
send  any  particulars  to  those  who  apply  for  the 
same. — Chas,  J.  Russell,  W.A.A. 


Ilssoctations,  cfc. 


Anglers'  A.s.sociation.  ^ 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  presideJ^over 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  the  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  on  Monday  last,  July  18th,  at 
which  sixty  societies  were  represented.    The  usual 
routine  of  business  was  speedily  got  through.  The 
visiting  officers  arc  having  an  easy  time  just  now, 
and  had  nothing  to  report.    Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  the 
Association's  representative,  gave  particulars  of  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  which  was  attentively  listened  to  by  the 
delrgato?,  inasmuch  as  it  was  known  that  Mr. 
Holme  Sumner,  the  chairman  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  had  had  an  interview  with  the 
executive  of  the  association  with  a  view  to  bringing 
about  a  union  between  the  two  London  Associations 
and  its  subsequent  benefit  to  general  preservation, 
and  we  now  understand  that  the  Central  Association  . 
are  to  meet  Mr.  Holme  Sumner  and  expound  their 
views' on  the  matter.    We  wish  Mr.  Holme  Sumner 
success.  The  stewards,  Messrs.  Lamb  and  Abrahams, 
of  the  annual  dinner,  held  last  May,  gave  their 
report  and  submitted  a  balance  sheet  which  showed 
a  slight  profit  had  been  made.    A  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  them  fortheirservicesso  ably  rendered. 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  the  hon.  sec.  to  the  Shield  Committee, 
gave  a  report  of  the  last  meeting,  at  which  the 
drawing  for  the  first  round  of  the  competition  took 
place.  Several  societies,  it  is  understood,  sent  in  their 
entries  too  late,  but  it  is  hoped  the  Committee  will 
entertain  the  late  applications,  and  Jet  them  fish  off 
matches  amongst  themselves,  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  draw,  and  entitle  the  winners  to  enter  the 
second  round.     I  believe  Mr.  Gray  will  accept 
entries  during  the  next  fortnight — this  is  on  my 
own  initiative.    A  new  society,  the  North-Western 
Piscatorials,  was  enrolled,  this  making  the  tenth 
society  enrolled  during  the  present  season.  The 
others  were :  The  Canterbury,  Freemasons,  Han- 
well,  Leyton  Waltonians,  North  Camberwell,  Rugby  , 
and  Cormoall,  South-Western  Piscatorials,  Walham  , 
Green  and  Chelsea,  and  Y  Division  Police  Athletic.  ; 
The  competition  at  Amberley  on  July  24  bids  fair  to  1 
be  a  success.    I  made  all  arrangements  last  week 
for  the  weighing-in,  &c.     Mr.  W.  Dukes,  of  the  , 
Houghton  Bridge  Hotel,  has  offered  a  half  guinea  ( 
to  the  captor  of  the  largest  roach  in  the  compe-  i 
tition.     The  weighing-in  will  start  at  5.30  p.m. 
The  trains  leaving  Amberley  for  London  will  be  the  ; 
6.37  p.m.  and  the  7.14  p.m.  Don't  forget  the  3s.  6d. 
excursion  ticket  is  to  be  obtained  at  the  Main  Line  ' 
booking  office,  L.B.  &.S.C.R.    No  other  ticket  need  .  I 
be  shown  as  in  Eldridge's  time.— R.  G.  Woodruff,  j 
Blenheim  Angling  Society.  { 
At  oui-  meeting  on  July  13  various  matters  of  < 
business  were  transacted.    The  account  for  the  ^ 
quarter  ended  June  24  was  put  forward  by  the  '« 
secretary  and  duly  passed.    Since  July  13  several  ! 
good  samples  of  roach  and  dace  from  the  society's, 
water  have  been  displayed.    Mr.  Cracknell  had  a 
capital  show  of  roach  (best,  lib.  6oz.);  Mr.  Wilson 
had  one  good-shaped  fish  of  lib.  OJoz.  ;  Mr.  Barnes 
one  of  l^b.  ;  and  Mr.  Blagrave  some  fair  samples 
up  to  lib.  3oz.    Mr.  Rodbur  secured  a  trout  at 
Harefield  of  lib.  lOoz.  ;   and  Mr.  Woodhouse  has 
recently  had  bream  at  Kingston  up  to  31b.  Although 
many  rivers  are  low  and  bright  our  water  has  been 
somewhat  coloured  and  still  keeps  at  a  good  level. 
We  have  a  club  competition  in  the  society's  water 
on  Aug.  1. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  took  the  chair  on  July  20,  with 
only  a  smedl  attendance.  Members  are  already 
beginning  to  scatter,  and  the  quiet  season  has  fairly 
set  in  at  Fetter  Lane.  A  faithful  few  however 
mustered,  and  minutes  were  read,  and  reports 
received  and  discussed.  The  Secretary  reported, 
and  necessary  business  was  disposed  of  in  the 
orderly  and  purposeful  way  so  characteristic  of  this 
Society.  Indeed,  were  it  otherwise,  neglect  would 
speedily  leave  its  mark.  Its  busy  sub-committees 
must  keep  up  with  the  work,  summer  or  no  summer. 
Entries  are  coming  in  well  for  the  Committee 
Cup  Competition,  and  the  General  Committee 
have  fixed  the  annual  competition  at  Deal  in 
November  next— from  the  pier  on  Nov.  12,  13,  and 
14,  and  from  boats  on  Nov.  19,  20,  and  21.  The 
rooms  will  be  closed  from  Aug.  1  to  Aiig.  0,  and  no 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Aug.  3.  Among  the 
correspondence  read  was  a  letter  from  a  member  de- 
scribing the  sea  angling  at  Walton-on-the-Naze  and 
Frinton.  Flat]  fish  plentiful  and  soles,  taken  up  to 
1  Jib.  Mr.  Waller  had  been  to  Southend— poor  sport, 
water  being  very  clear.  Mr.  Basten  and  Mr. 
Norman  fishing  at  Newhaven,  taking  pouting  and 
flatfish,  two  fair  plaice,  and  some  dabs.  Letters 
were  read  from  Sir  George  Doughty,  and  Sir 
A.  C.  Harmsworth,  Bart.,  thanking  the  Society 
for  its  hearty  congratulations  upon  the  honours 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming:  and  trading:  in  the  name 
of  Ogfden.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


POPHAM 


Jock  Scott, 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANOFACTIJRER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  hnoivn  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN. 

«Ja,s.   O^den's   "  MviltuMa   in   I»ai?vo "   Fly   Rod,    2X/  =  . 

«Ja.s.   O^dLen's   N'ew   "  Invictct "   Fly   (i^e^istevecl),  6/-   pex*  doz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenhann. 


Sub-Tropical  Vegetation.       Climate  milder  than  Nice— never  hot. 

GAGRY,  CAUCASUS. 

SALMON,  TROUT,  k  SEA  FISHING,  &  SHOOTING. 

350,000  acreTs  of  shooting. 
COM  FORT  A  BL^  HOT  E  L. 

12  hours  by  Steamer  from  Novorossysk,  11  hours  from  Batoum.   Good  Anchoraee 

for  Yachts. 

for  Details,  write  to— 

Manager  of  Hotel,  GAGRY,  CAUCASUS. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFGTS. 

Sjtt'citilifie.s : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&c. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on.  I        I  0  IR 

Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate,  I        I  ^  '  ** 

40  years'  experience.  I        ^^Hi  I  ■  dOZ. 

Cash  With  order.    29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


THE  HEBRIDEAN  SPORTING  ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED. 
SOUTH  HARRIS^ISHINGS. 

SPRING  FISHING— Sea  Trout  and  Finnock. 

BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  ;  Safe  Boating-,  Sea  Fishing-,  &  Golfing. 

SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT  FISHING -1st  July  to  31st  October. 

First-clasH  Hotel  Accommodation, 

For  particulars,  apply  to  Geo.  D.  Stiblinq,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent  St.,  Glasgow. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.      Crown  8vo.,  128.  firf. 
'x-ii.Joi, ;  .SAMPSON  LOW,  MABflTON  (fc  COMPAJf  V,  Ud.,  St.  DljD»t8ii'»  OdubP,  Fetter  t,«ii6,  B.C- 


ANTI- INSECT  BITE 

PRYOR'S  "  A  NT  I  =  BITE  " 

is  an   absolute    preventive  against  the    bites  of  Mosquitoes,  Gnats 
Flies,  Midges,  &c.  ' 
A  boon  to  Fishermen,  Travellers,  Motorists,  and  lovers  of  outdoor  sports. 
Pleasant  to  use — quite  harmless. 


DIRECTIONS— Pour  a  little  into  the  palm  and  apply  to  the  face, 
neck,  hands,  and  wrists,. allowing  it  to  dry. 


The  effect  ot  one  application  lasts  for  hours.    Users  are  most  enthusiastic. 


In  bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free,  from 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist,  BECKENHAM. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 

(The  Sportsman's  Waterproof ers.) 

SUMMER^^DING. 

The  "Featherweight"  Fishing  Stockings/ 

18/6  ;  over  32  in.,  21/-. 

The  "FIELD,"  June  30,  1900,  says: 

"  This  pattern  marl<s  a  deaiialjle  reform,  not  only  in  the  Iightnes»  of  the  material,  but  in  the 
sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself."  , 


The  "  Gossamer  "  Fishing  Jacket,  25/-. 

The  "FIELD,"  April  25,  1903,  says: 

"  The  little  jacket  is  dressed  outside  witli  a  smooth  covc-riu':  of  brnwn  niliber  and  we 

should  say  that  its  watur-excludiii!,'  properties  are  beyond  question  Its  weiglit  is  only  li  lb. 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 
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recently  conferred.  The  approaching  casting  com- 
petition at  the  Crystal  Palace  formed  a  subject  of 
conversation,  Mr.  Howard  (Dragnet)  contributing 
pleasantries  and  information.  A  salmon  bag?,  71b., 
was  reported  from  C'lacton ;  a  71b.  bass  at  I'.ognor, 
where  twelve  members  of  the  Now  Sea  Fishing 
Club  took  1021b.  rock  whiting  and  other  fish  Jin 
one  day.  At  Eastbourne  a  141b.  pollack,  a  331b. 
conger,  and  a  O.llb.  bass.  Bream  woi  e  in  evidence. 
At  Seaford  four  boats  averaged  lour  score  each ; 
dabs  and  whitinsr.  I'ort  Isaac,  North  ('ornwall,  a 
new  station,  mackerel  fishing  in  full  swine,  fish 
small,  bass  up  lo  21b.  and  mullet  fairly  plentiful. 
Sea-trout  were  being  taken  in  the  bay  outsifle  the 
Camel  estuary  up  to  31b.,  one  of  which  had  actually 
been  sold  locally  as  mullet.  At  Tenby,  soles,  plaice, 
mackerel,  and  bass  plentiful.  At  Loch  fnver, 
Scotland,  all  night  fishing  for  hake  and  saithe 
affording  very  good  sport ;  flounders,  haddock,  and 
conger  plentiful.  Largo  shoals  of  mackerel  have 
made  their  appearance  in  the  mouth  of  the  Ribble 
(Lanes.)  At  Lerwick  (Shetlanda),  cod,  haddock, 
whiting,  flounders,  and  coalfish  were  being  very 
freely  taken.  Specimens  of  another  new  lead 
liberated  upon  the  line  by  a  smart  pull  were  handed 
round  by  the  chairman,  and  the  meeting  ad  journed 
till  next  Wednesday  at  eight  with  the  customary 
votes  and  thanks, — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  C.  Salisbury  presided  on  July  19,  when  several 
nice  fish  from  St.  Ives  were  exhibited,  including 
bream,  from  Messrs.  Warne,  Lloyd,  and  Thompson  ; 
and  tench  from  Mr.  Uogernie  ;  Mr.  Beamont  also 
taking  luimeroiis  rudd,  bream,  and  tench  at  the 
same  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolff  had  taken  several 
dozen  roach  at  Cookham,  besides  broam  from 
Huntingdon.  Mr.  Graham,  jun.,  had  a  nice  tencli 
from  the  society's  fishery  at  Wraysbury,  besides 
sundry  roach  aiid  perch.  Mr.  Warne  succeeded  in 
taking  the  bream  competition  medal  with  a  fish 
somewhat  under  31b.,  taking  many  fish  mucli 
heavier  only  a  few  days  previously.  A  new  member 
was  elected.  Various  items  of  interest  relative  to 
the  society's  fishery  and  other  matters  having  been 
discussed,  a  very  pleasant  meeting  was  brought  to  a 
conclusion. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bowman  genially  presided  over  the 
usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Amongst 


other  business,  arrangements  were  made  to  dear 
"swims"  on  the  Theale  fishery  waters.  Some 
members  visited  Kelvedon,  and  reported  having 
seen  great  quantities  of  fine  fish,  but  at  present  the 
watf-r  is  both  low  and  bright,  and  the  chances  of 
good  sport  are  dependent  on  a  good  rain.  Sport  at 
Chosham  -has  been  rather  slow,  hut  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders  took  two  brace  of  capital  trout  last 
Thursday,  and  Mr.  S.  Cheela  had  another  brace  of 
very  good  one=i  one  evening.  A  letter  was  received 
from  Mr  .Vdrian  Lumley,  of  the  Cancer  Re- 
search Fund,  Medical  Examination  Hall,  Thames 
Embankment,  asking  members  to  communicate 
with  him  (or  Dr.  Bashford)  if  they  take  any  fish 
with  lumps  on  it  or  any  protrusion  from  its  gills, 
mouth,  or  sides. — Hon.  Seo. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  occ\ipied  the  chair  at  our 
meeting  on  July  20,  when  a  considerable  amount  of 
routine  business  was  transacted.  The  outing  to 
Roedham  on  Aug.  14  is  attracting  many  entries,  and 
those  members  who  have  not  yet  given  in  their 
names  are  re(|uosted  to  send  them  in  early,  as  the 
accommodation  and  boats  must  be  bespoken.  Owing 
to  the  contimied  drought  reports  of  sport  were 
meagre,'  the  only  takes  worthy  of  record  being  by 
Mr.  Attwood,  several  brace  of  trout,  best  fish 
31h.  r)oz.  ;  Mr.  Rayner,  some  nice  fish  from  the 
Lea,  bream  Sflb.,  dace  up  to  9oz.,  and  fair  perch. 
Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes,  from  East  Anglia,  a  fine  take  of 
roach,  best  fi.sh,  lib.  3oz.— G.  W. 

HoLLowAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Hill  presided  at  our  last  meeting  on 
.Tuly  19,  when  nine  new  members  were  elected. 
Two  gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership. 
The  following  gentlemen  have  been  the  most  suc- 
cessful during  the  week : — Messrs.  T.  Stone,  W. 
Radburn,  A.  Gutteridge,  F.  Berry,  F.  Mansell,  W. 
Stokes,  W.  Hewlett,  J.  H.  RoUings,  G.  Harris.— 
H.  C.  Martin,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  was  cliairman  of  Monday^s 
meeting,  and  from  reports  by  members  present  it 
appeared  that  the  annuckl  summer  dinner  at  New- 
bury on  the  Saturday  pievious  had  passed  off  with 
fclat.  There  was  a  genial  company,  and  with,  the 
president  of  ^the  society,  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  in  the 
chair,  everything  went  as  merrily  as  a  marriage  bell. 


The  Lambourn  trout,  too,  were  kindly  disposed 
towards  the  visitors,  several  brace  being  taken  l)y 
those  who  visited  the  stream.  The  president  had 
two-and-half  brace  of  good  fish,  Mr.  Mason  a  brace, 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  a  brace-and-a-half,  and  Mr.  R. 
C.  Blundell  a  brace,  whilst  others,  though  not 
getting  any  sizeable  trout,  landed  and  returned  a 
number  of  fish  under  the  retainable  limit.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Ball  was  broken  by  a  heavy  Kennet  trout  which 
was  hardly  surprising  seeing  it  was  hooked  on  a 
No.  12  Crystal  on  drawn  gut.  The  half  yearly 
meeting  comes  oft  on  Monday  next  at  8  30  p.m. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

SouTHWABK  Social  Anglers. 
This  club  was  founded  on  .July  13,  and  at  the 
adjourned  general  meeting  last  Wednesday  at  the 
Duke  of  Wurtemburg,  Hatfield-street,  Stamford- 
street,  Blackfriars  (headquarters)  the  rules  were  duly 
passed,  and  also  the  prize  list  agreed  t'^,  which 
embraces  prizes  of  one  guinea  each  for  the 
best  three  or  two  fish  weighed  in  each  month, 
different  species  of  fish  being  selected  for  each 
month.  Irrespective  of  those  prizes,  one  guinea  each 
will  bo  given  for  the  best  (heaviest)  fish  of  each 
species  taken  during  the  season,  which,  together, 
will  amount  to  £25  in  prizes.  Should  the  member- 
ship reach  the  limit  (forty),  the  prize  list  will  be  £50. 
The  subscription  of  2s.  per  month  will  allow 
sufficient  in  prizes  without  a  member  being  called 
upon  to  give  any  personal  prize  whatever.  The 
splendid  sterling  silver  cup,  given  for  the  most 
specimen  fish  of  the  season  (worth  seven  guineas),  is 
to  be  won  outright  each  season  by  a  single  member 
as  his  personal  property.  The  club  is  open  for  a 
few  more  members,  who  may  join  without  entrance 
fee  up  to  .August  10.  The  meeting  nights  are  every 
Wednesday  and  Sunday,  at  the  Duke  of  Wurtem- 
burg.   The  silver  cup  is  on  view  at  the  bar.* 


"  The  root  of  a  certain  plant  indigenous  to  Mis- 
souri," says  the  American  Fishing  Gazette,  "  locally 
known  as  '  devil's  shoestring,'  gives  off  a  juice  when 
impregnated  with  water  that  temporarily  incapaci- 
tates piscatorial  life.  The  Indians  of  Sonora  utilise 
this  hellish  device  in  order  to  bring  the  fish  to  the 
surface,  where  they  can  be  speared  or  lanced  while 
under  the  influence  of  the  drug.  The  occurrence  is 
an  annual  one,  and  a  big  fish  killing  always  transpires 
during  the  fir.st  week  in  July." 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd 


Dailij  Tdcgrnph  sa.vs  :  "  Carters  have  earned  a  reimtatiuii  for  L'ond  honest  work. 


137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  and 
1,  2,  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.G. 

Telephone:  1129  Central.  Telegrams:  ''Fishgig,  London," 

People.—'-  Carters  is  the  Best  House  in  London."      land  dm!  Water.— "  .Wmiit  l\alf  the  usual  prices.' 


CARTERS  SPECIALITIES  FOR  TROUT  FISHERS. 


THE 

"AVON"  BAG 

(Waterproof). 

Maekintoshed  Fus. 
tian,  with  extra 
pocket  for  Hy  book 
or  case,  &c. 

.Size  1,  3/6  ;  2,  4/6  ; 
3,  5/6 ;  4,  6/6. 


THE 


THE 

"LOWNDES" 

ROD  (Cane  Built). 

^   M  »  1  1  1  ^1  1  -,  ■   •  ^ji  • 

■  '  "  ■  V  ■  ■  ' 

'  ■      '  ■  ■        y  ' 

V     ■  ■■ 

-can  ■   .  y  ■   .    .  . 

- — ■  ■  "tr  

— » 

□or;  II 

'   ■  V  '  ■  ' 

'   '  ■         '  '  '  ' 
-J — I — 1 — X—M— ' — «~ 

-  "  V  '  '  •  ■ 
-1 — ■  1  V  1 

For  Eyed  Flieg,  Casts,  Out  Points,  and  Tweezers. 
  7/6,-  

TROUT  FLIES. 

Eyed  Hooks,  or  ou  Gut,  1/6  per  dozen. I 
Floating  Flies,  2/-  per  dozen. 


In  two  or  three  pieces  with  two  tops.  8i  feet  to  9i  feet,  £2  10s.  ;  10  feet  to  12  feet,  £2  15s. 
This  Rod  is  the  higliest  class  .Split  Cane  on  the  market,  being  light  and  durable,  with  great  casting 
power.  No  better  rod  can  be  obtained.  We  invite  comparison  with  any  on  the  market,  irrespec- 
tive of  price.  Spbcikioation  :— Lockfast  .loints,  Cork  Handle,  Close  Wrappings,  Corked  Stoppers, 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings.    Weight  f lom  6  to  9  ozs. . 

THE  "CORFE"  WADERS  (Double  Textme). 

Tlie  best  Wading 
Trousers  on  the  mar- 
ket,30/-.  The  "Corfe" 
Waders  are  made  of 
the  highest  class  ma- 
terial, •  and  can  be 
thoroughly  recom- 
mended. Fitted  with 
Braces  and  Back 
Strap. 


THE  "  DEVON " 
TROUT  BAG 

(Waterproof). 

A   very    Light  and 
.Strong    Bag,  which 
will    pack    into  a 
small  compass. 
Sizes  :— 

1.  12  in.  by  15  in.  6/6 

2.  13t  in.  by  17  in.  7/6 

3.  U  in.  by  19  in.  8/6 


SPECIAL  FLY  BOOK.  For  Ply  Casts,  etc. 

(SOLID  PIGSKIN.) 


THE  "CARTER"  WADINGISTOCKINGS 

(Blocked  Feet,  Double  Texture). 
Tlie  best  ([uality  Wading  Stockings  manufactured. 
All  sizes  in  stock.   Price  18/6.    Brogues  17/6. 


6i  in. 


4/6 


THE  "  CARTER  "  GUT  CASTS. 

Second  to  none.   All  sizes. 
6/-  per  dozen  (3  yard  lengths). 


Send  for  illustrated  Price  List  Post  Free. 
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Provincial  flngling  flotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

After  a  I'Jij^  spell  of  dry  weather  we  have  had  a 
little  rain .  at  last  ;  this  came  down  in  the  early 
hours  of  Wednesday  morning,  and  from  the  appear- 
jince  of  the  sky  there  seemed  more  to  come.  In 
consequence  of  the  hot  and  dry  weatlier  angling  has 
been  in  a  "  suspended  state  of  animation."  All  our 
rivers  are  very  low  and  very  fine,  in  some  places,  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  in  the  Arley  district, 
it  can  be  walked  across.  The  Avon  and  Trept  are 
very  low,  in  fact  all  tlie  rivers  mentioned  are  lower 
now  than  they  have  been  for  years.  All  the  small 
tributaries  are  almost  dry.  Oviing  to  the  fineness 
of  the  water  large  quantities  of  fish  have  been 
noticed  in  the  rivers,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  after  some  good  heavy  rain  sport  will  be  better 
than  it  has  been  for  some  years  back.  Pool  fishing 
has  been  fair,  but  owing  to  the  stale  state  of  the 
water  the  fish  have  not  been  fairly  on  the  feed,  the 
fish  taken  having  been  secured  early  in  the  morning 
and  in  the  cool  of  the  evening.  Canal  fishing  has 
been  quiet.  The  St.  Paul's  Society  had  a  pleasant 
evening  on  Tuesday  last,  when  they  distributed  the 
prizes  won  in  their  late  contest.  Previous  to  the 
prizes  being  given  a  first-class  programme  was 
arranged,  the  chief  artists  being  Mr.  J.  Chambers, 
Mr.  J.  Morris,  and  ^Mr.  Andrews.  The  large  Gun 
Society  will  journey  to  Pershore  on  July  24  to  fish 
their  annual  contest.  Tliis  is  the  first  large  contest 
that  has  been  held  for  about  three  years,  as  contest 
fishing  has  been  stopped  on  Sundays  ;  but  if  the 
clubs  behave  themselves,  which  I  have  reason  to 
believe  they  will,  the  river  will  be  open  in  the  future 
for  Sunday  contests.  A  large  number  of  our  clubs 
liave  made  arrangements  to  fish  their  annuals  on 
Bank  Holiday  and  Tuesday.  The  Avon  will  be 
well  patronised,  and  all  our  favourite  places  will 
be  more  or  less  visited.  Special  trains  will  be  run 
by  the  Midland,  L.  &  N.W.,  and  G.W.  railway 
companies. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  is  a  great  need  for  rain.  The  waters  are  as 
low  as  can  be,  and  angling  is  saiiering  all  round. 
The  hot  weather,  of  course,  is  all  right  for  bream 
fishing,  and  the  deep  holes  in  the  Witham,  especially 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Sluice  at  Boston, 
continue  to  yield  some  burly  fellows.  Roach  are 
shy,  and  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  there  have 
been  no  heavy  captures  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  The 
best  baskets  have  been  obtaine'd  on  the  Kirkstead 
waters  of  the  Witham,  where  an  odd  fish  or  two 
weighing  up  to  21b.  have  been  killed  with  the 
maggot.  Weed-cutting  is  being  prosecuted  with 
much  vigour  on  some  of  the  minor  drains  in  the 
Boston  district,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  extended  to 
the  middle  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot.  Here  the 
waters  are  thoroughly  congested,  and  it  is  only  those 
who  have  cleared  a  swim  for  themselves  that  have 
dono  any  good.  Perch  are  giving  as  good  sport  as 
any  fkh,  and  one  or  two  specimens  have  been 
eroeled  this  week  scaling  upwards  of  21b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  very  good  fish  have  been  secured  from  the 
upper  stretches  of  the  river  Hull.  One  angler, 
fishing  aVjove  Hempholme  Lock,  took  twenty-three 
\ery  good  roach  with  pearl  barley  that  averaged 
^Ib.  each,  best  fish  going  lib.  l^oz.  Another  angler 
mthe  tidal  waters  secured  a  very  fine  trout  estimated 
to  weigh  over  61b.  A  few  very  good  roach  have 
h««n  taken  at  Hull  Bridge,  Arram,  Grovehill, 
>Ijnto  Flatts,  and  Wawne,  with  paste  as  bait,  but 
tiie  lower  waters  are  in  very  poor  condition  for 
bottom  fi-shing,  rain  being  much  needed  to  cleanse 
tfia  bed  of  the  river.  Several  club  matches  have 
l>een  decided  during  the  past  week.  The  West  Hull 
A.  A,  fished  their  fir.-it  match  of  the  season  at  Brigg 
on  the  river  Ancholme  on  Monday,  Mr.  Frank 
Carle  topping  the  prize  winners  with  about  5Jlb. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

On  Windermere  both  trout  and  char  are  not 
wfjrth  angUng  for,  the  results  being  so  poor  ;  but 
both  pike  and  perch  are  .doing  very  well".  On 
Esthwaite  lake,  a  party  of  anglers  had  a  couple  of 
day«  amongst  the  pike.  The  first  day's  catch  was 
forty-three,  and  seventeen  the  next.  All  the  streams 
are  very  low,  and  a  little  evening  and  night  fishing 
is  all  that  can  be  indulged  in.  Two  cases  of  what 
appear  to  be  on  the  face  of  it  wilful  trout  poisoning 
have  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kendal,  and 
on  one  stream  an  immense  amount  of  fiah  life  has 
been  destroyed. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Two  events  of  annual  importance  and  interest  took 
place  on  July  16.  Of  course,  anything  from  the 
tcTwn  of  Bolton  is  bound  to  be  important,  and  the 


struggle  for  their  challenge  cup  on  July  16  attracted 
an  entry  of  261,  and  it  was  decided  at  Sal  wick.  After 
fishing  for  two  hours  J.  Foster,  jun.,  won  the  cup 
with  lib.  5oz  ;  he  also  takes  the  gold  modal  and  30s. 
in  cash.  The  other  event  was  the  Junior  Champion- 
ship of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  which  had  an 
an  entry  of  fifty-two,  a  few  under  last  year.  After 
fishing  two  hours  the  championship  went  to  Master 

G.  Berry,  and  the  silver  medal  to  Master  G.  Blower, 
Another  interesting  event  was  that  of  the  Craven  A.S. 
at  Northwich,  when  father  and  son  secured  first  and 
second  prizes.  Still  another  event  was  that  of  the 
Tyldesley  Anglers,  who  disposed  of  their  first  prize 
for  IS^oz.,  and  then  collared  three  good  fish — 
namely,  a  roach,  lib.  6Joz.,  a  rudd,  lib.  3^oz.,  and  a 
chub  lib.  8oz.,  which  are  to  go  into  a  case  in  the 
club-room. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  great  entry  of  the  County  Palatine  A.  A.  on 
July  16  amounted  to  700,  and  if  it  did  no  other  good 
for  that  day,  it  kept  club  matches  quiet,  and  relieved 
the  monotony  of  club  contests  for  one  week.  One 
club  at  least  came  out  of  the  ordeal  with  satisfaction 
— namely,  the  Duchy.  It  is  no  new  thing  for  them 
to  win  a  cup  or  other  trophy  ,for  they  have  won 
many  ;  in  fact,  last  year  they  won  the  CP.  A.  A.  cup, 
and  they  create  a  record  by  again  securing  the  same. 
Some  day,  when  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  short  of  copy, 
I  will  try  and  relate  their  doings  with  championships, 
cups,  shields,  and  other  big  events.  On  the  same 
day  other  events  had  been  arranged,  but  had  to  be 
cancelled  on  account  of  the  premier  event,  and,  if 
the  hot  sun  militated  against  the  competition,  at 
any  rate  the  entry  did  not  suffer.  It  is  with  regret 
that  I  hear  of  the  illness  of  one  of  our  veteran 
popular  anglers,  Mr.  Constable,  who  has  been  sud- 
denly seized  with  a  severe  illness. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Barbel  fishers  on  the  Trent  have  again  been  most 
active,  and  some  fine  fish  have  been  taken  with  the 
worm,  notably  at  Kelham,  Averham,  Holme  Pierre- 
pont,  and  Beeston  Weirs.  Here,  in  one  evening's 
outing,  Mr.  J.  B.  Anderson  and  Mr.  J.  Hodgkinson, 
of  the  Beeston  Victoria  Society,  secured  thirteen. 
One  from  the  Kelham  stretch,  landed  by  Mr.  J. 
CuUen  (Nottingham),  weighed  61b.  Punt  occupants 
have  again  scored  in  the  Wilford  district,  and  several 
have  been  tempted  with  greaves  in  the  deep,  circling 
pool  at  the  upper  end  of  Clifton  Grove.  Mr.  R.  H. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  H.  Benson,  of  the  City  Piscatorials, 
have  also  done  well  in  the  Carlton-on-Trent  district. 
Members  (previous  winners)  of  this  society  fished  for 
the  silver  cup  given  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Barlow,  of  the 
Kelham  estates  at  Rolleston,  on  July  14.  Sixteen 
engaged  under  pegged  down  conditions,  and  the  prize 
fell  to  the  prowess  of  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  with  a  bag  of 
51b.  OJoz.  The  prizes,  given  by  members  amongst 
the  tenant-farmers,  were  carried  off  by  Messrs. 
Sharpe,  Hollingworth,  Lee,  Fox,  Ellis,  Rick,  and 
Harness.  The  City  Wellington  Society  had  their 
annual  dinner  and  picnic  at  Cavendish  Bridge  on 
July  14,  when  the  proceedings  were  of  the  most 
enjoyable  character.  A  special  report  is  given  in 
another  column.  The  river  continues  to  flow  at  a 
very  low  height,  and  the  bottom  weed  is  proving 
most  annoying  to  bottom  anglers  generally.  Roach 
are  reported  to  be  well  on  at  creed  wheat  on  the 
Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge  sections. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  exceedingly  hot  weather 
which  is  having  a  very  disastrous  effect  upon 
vegetation,  and  will  be  very  injurious  to  the  fruit, 
grain,  and  root  crops,  for  which  we  shall  suffer 
later  on.  The  rivers  are  very  low  and  of  a  nasty 
cowdung  colour,  and  sport  has  been  bad  all  round. 
The  weather  being  so  bright,  very  few  rods  have 
been  out.  The  fly  and  maggot  were  successfully 
used  on  the  Teme  and  some  few  trout  taken,  but 
more  grayling  and  some  very  nice  dace  ;  they  were 
all  taken  after  five  p.m.  Mr.  H.  Spencer  had  nine 
good  fish.  Roach  have  moved  a  bit  on  the  Severn, 
paste  and  wheat  being  the  most  successful  baits. 
The  best  catch  I  have  heard  of  was  about  a 
dozen  fine  specimens  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Evans,  of 
Upton,  vrith  wheat.  A  few  bream,  most  of  them 
skimmers,  were  taken  in  the  Avon  with  stewed 
wheat  and  wasp  grub,  and  a  lot  of  fine  eels  were 
taken  with  the  latter  bait.  The  competitions  on 
July  16  and  17  were  comparative  failures,  scarcely 
any  fish  taken.  By  the  kind  permission  of  the  Earl 
of  Coventry,  the  Worcester  Angling  Society  had  a 
day's  fishing  in  Croome  river,  and  had  some  good 
sport  among  the  rudd  and  tench.  Mr.  H.  F.  Cooper 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Ust  with  61b.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 

H.  Probert  second  with  Gib.  8Joz.  ;  Mr.  Davies 
third,  with  41b.  ;  others,  fair  catches.  It  was  a 
most  delightful  outing,  about  thirty  members  being 
present. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Country  fishing  has  been  greatly  enjoyed  on 
a(;(;r)unt  of  the  glorif)US  weather.  On  .July  16  and 
again  on  July  20,  which  was  the  half-holiday  of  the 
York  workers,  scores  of  rodmon  lined  the  Ouso  and 
Foss  banks.  The  York  Cattle  Market  A.C.,  to  thu 
luiinher  of  twenty-one,  fished  their  annual  sweep- 
stakes at  Cottingwith,  by  pecmis.si on  of  Mr.  A. 
M')8cr;)p.  Three  and  a  half  hours'  angling  resulted 
in  the  first  prize  gjing  to  Mr.  L.  .Joy-  He  whs 
accounted  lucky,  for  as  the  whistle  sounded  and  h" 
was  drawing  out,  a  small  jack  followed  and  took  his 
worm  and  was  landed.  Messrs.  A.  Young,  T.  Miller, 
E.  Mar.shall,  J.  Brown,  A  Harrison,  and  F.  Lilley 
were  the  other  winners.  At  a  smoker  connected 
with  the  Burton  Lane  (York)  Working  Men's  A.A., 
on  July  13,  Mr.  Vofthouse,  on  behalf  of  the  donors, 
presented  the  "  John  Smith  "  cup  and  medals  to  the 
fishing  team.  The  cup  being  filled,  toasts  were 
honoured.  The  Harrogate  A.  A.  recently  held  their 
annual  match  at  Walshford  Bridge,  finding  the 
water  low  and  clear.  The  principal  winners  were  : 
Mr.  A.  Lupton,  41b.  2oz.,  who  will  hold  the  cup  for 
one  year ;  second,  Mr.  R.  Fortune,  31b.  8oz.  ; 
third,  Mr.  F.  Carr,  31b.  7oz.  ;  fourth,  Mr.  Robt. 
Robinson,  21b.  8oz. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Since  last  notes  the  weather  has  been  too  sultry 
and  bright.  Lake  fishing  has  been  out  of  the 
question  on  many  days  for  want  of  sufficient  wind, 
and  the  rivers  are  running  too  low  to  give  tha  be.*t 
chances.  Rain  is  badly  needed.  Sea  angling  has 
been  productive  of  good  sport  at  many  places  in 
Cork  and. Kerry  and  the  west  coast  generally. 
North  of  Ireland. 

From  nearly  every  part  of  the  north  anglers  are 
crying  out  for  rain,  the  little  that  recently  fell  being 
insufficient  to  colour  or  appreciably  raise  the  rivers. 
This  is  a  very  serious  niitter,  as  the  salmon  and 
sea-trout  cannot  get  up  and  netsmen  are  taking 
heavy  toll.  A  few  mornings  ago  the  owner  of  a 
licensed  net  on  the  Roe  estuary  came  on  a  poacher's 
"  trap  "  net,  which  contained  a  salmon  and  twenty- 
two  sea-trout. 


'^otc^  from  t^c  ^orf^. 

Not  for  some  thirty  years  have  the  rivers  been 
so  low  as  they  are  at  present  except  in  the  Jubilee 
year  of  '87.  They  ate  now  within  an  inch  of  the 
then  lort'est  reading. 

The  drought  i?  more  felt  inland  than  near  the 
coast,  where  showers  have  been  frequent  all  the 
summer  through.  The  hill  streams  are  almost  dry, 
and  for  angling  purposes  perfectly  useless. 

Along  with  the  grilse  there  is  always  a  run  of 
heavy  salmon,  invariably,  if  not  exclusively,  cock 
fish.  Several  of  these  autumn  fish  a  -e  well  into  the 
Dee  and  affording  soms  rich  sport  to  those  lucky 
or  unlucky  enough  to  get  hold  of  them. 

On  the  Dinnet  section  last  week  Dr.  T.  S.  Milne, 
of  Hartlepool,  landsd  a  fine  fish  of  351b.  This  was 
his  first  salmon,  and  the  doctor  hen  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  his  luck  in  running  and  creeUng  such  a 
unique  prize. 

Mr.  Cecil  V.  Impey  had  three  baskets  on  the 
Kintore  burgh  free  water  last  week  of  seventeen, 
fifteen,  and  eight  trout,  averaging  Jib.,  heaviest, 
lib.,  all  to  the  fly.  Mr.  Alcock  had  also  some  good 
sport,  but  all  round  sport  is  slack  indeed. 

The  grouse  prospects  for  the  "Twelfth"  are 
good,  and  heavy  bag?  should  be  the  order  of  the 
day. 


The  netting  season  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea- 
trout  closes  in  about  ninety  stations  in  Scotland  on 
August  26.  The  Tay  closes  somewhat  earlier  and 
the  Tweed  a  few  weeks  later. 


Kinking  has  been  common  to  anglers  ever  since 
a  twisted  line  ha''  been  used  to  catch  fish,  and  wiU 
be  to  the  end  of  time.  A  swivel  on  tha  main  or 
reel  line  will  do  much,  but  the  easiest,  cheapest,  and 
best  plan  is  to  run  the  line  oS  and  strip  it  down 
between  the  finger  and  thumb. 

Special  Scotch,  j 


To  transform  the  ears  of  Indian  corn,  after  the 
grain  has  been  removed,  into  firewood  is  the 
subject  of  an  American  patent.  The  pith  is  re- 
moved, the  space  filled  with  inflammable  substanca, 
the  end  sealed  with  plaste-,  and  the  whole  dipped 
into  resin.  Place  a  li^hte  I  match  to  this  and  jou 
have  a  fierce  blaze  at  once,  and  a  good  cu....  lire  ia 
m-idc  < hereby  in  a  few  secondj. 
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"  Let  the  shipwrecks  of  others  be  your  sea-marks," 


The  first  instalment  of  200,000  black  bass  have 
been  placed  in  the  waters  tributary  to  the  Saginaw 
river  in  Michigan. 

*  *  Hf  *  * 

The  second  instalment  of  roach,  dace,  perch,  and 
chub  to  be  placed  in  the  Thames  shall  be  noted  as 
soon  as  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
receive  the  support  they  so  richly  deserve. 


P'^Alexandeb  Pope  was  a  small,  round-shouldered 
poet,  very  sharp  with  his  tongue ;  but  he  once  met 
his  match.  There  was  a  dispute,  about  a  bit  of 
Latin  verse  which  the  author  of  an  "  Essay  on  Man  " 
declared  to  be  "  utter  nonsense."  "Not  so."  said 
a  youth,  "  it  only  wants  a  note  of  interrogation  to 
make  it  intelligible."  "And  pray,  sir,"  said  Pope, 
"  what  is  a  note  of  interrogation  ?  "  "  Why,"  said 
the  youth,  with  a  meaning  look,  "a  little  crooked 
thing  that  asks  a  question." 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  * 

'  Last  week  in  these  columns  there  were  several 
*'  little  crooked  things,"  and  up  to  now  no  answers 
have  been  forthcoming.  Of  course  not!  At85deg. 
in  the  shade,  "  What's  yours  ?  "  is  about  the  only  ? 
which  one  has  energy  enough  to  reply  to  ;  but  in 
case  there  should  be  a  fall  to  something  below  zero, 
there  are  a  few  more  questions  in  this  week's  corre- 
spondence, and,  like  the  Shakespearian  gentleman, 
"  I  pause  for  a  reply." 


A  SIMPLE  plan  for  feeding  trout  fry  is  given  by 
a  writer  in  the  AUgemeine  Fischerei  Zeitung.  He  gets 
a  turner  to  make  him  round  wooden  balls  in  different 
sizes,  the  food  is  smeared  on  to  the  balls,  they  are 
put  into  the  water  and  the  fish  feed  off  them  freely, 
and  being  constantly  revolving,  all  the  food  is  dis- 
posed of.  The  balls  must  be  round,  as  if  lopsided 
they  will  not  revolve.  Mr.  Coester  says  his  method 
is  not  patented.  As  food,  he  eniploys  to  begin  -with 
yolk  of  egg  and  calf's  brains,  and  later  milt  and  liver 
prepared  as  a  pap  or  paste.  He  says  that  the  little 
fish  take  readily  to  feeding  on  food  made  into  balls 
after  a  course  of  feeding  off  his  floating  balls. 


The  Greenwich  Anglers  have  been  weighing  in 
some  larger  fish  than  whitebait.  Amongst  them 
were  three  dace  from  the  Ouse,  near  Bedford  (I2oz., 
12Joz„  and  13oz.),  and  one  from  the  Thames,  near 
Datchet,  weighing  lib.  loz.,  which  i^  being  set  up 
by  Cooper.    [A  nice  fish,  Mr.  W.  R.  Robinson.] 


We  eil  know  about  the  angler  who  when  he 
entered  the  railway  carriage  on  his  return  from  a 
fishing  expedition  only  had  four  fish  (bream).  When 
he  arrived  at  the  clubhouse  they  counted  seven — 
four  bream  and  three  smelt.  Lots  of  monstrosities, 
freaks,  hybrids,  and  malformed  fish  are  sent  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette  office  for  an  inquest  to  be  held 
on  them.  As  I,  unfortunately,  am  not  blessed  with 
the  sense  of  smell,  I  generally  have  "  first  go."  One 
"peculiar"  specimen  arrived  this  week.  The  case 
was  opened,  and,  lo  !  it  did — well — smell !  I  tasted 
a  lovely  trout  which  was  caught  in  early  morning, 
travelled  nearly  80  miles  by  rail,  and  at  supper 
time  was  as  "  sweet  as  a  nut."  Moral :  Don't  send 
your  friends  second-hand  fish. 

*  *  »  *  ♦ 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  was  not 
sent  to  me,  but  may  act  as  a  warning  to  others  : 

"  Dear  •  Many  thanks  for  your  postcard  and 

the  handsome  box  of  fish.  The  latter  arrived  on 
Wednesday  evening.  I  was  taking  a  fair  neighbour 
to  the  opera,  and,  as  we  sat  down  to  dinner  at 
Romano's,  she  gave  me  a  message  from  my  wife 
stating  that  '  the  fish  had  come  and  were  walking 
about  the  flat ' !  Naturally,  I  spent  a  somewhat 
anxious  evening  and  my  forebodings  were  realised 
when,  on  my  return  about  midnight,  I  heard  the 
savage  things  distinctly  barking  at  me  as  I  ascended 
the  stairs  !  However,  my  wife,  though  small,  is  a 
brave  and  resourceful  woman  and  she  had  managed 
to  keep  them  at  bay.  By  combined  strategy  and 
force  1  got  them  out  on  to  tho  balcony,  and,  quickly 
closing  the  doors,  shut  them  out  for  the  night, 
ir  «  «  lit  « 

"When  our  youthful  domestic  arrived  next 
morning  my  wife  blandly  asked  her  whether  she 
would  like  a  nice  dish  of  lish  for  |her  mother.  She 
was  delighted — but,  on  getting  within  two  rooms  of 
the  balcony,  the  poor  girl  turned  pale  and  feebly 
murmured  that  she  had  just  remembered  that  her 
parent  had  fish  for  dinner  yesterday  and  she  thought 
that  a  strictly  meat  diet  would  be  advisable  to-day. 
Before  this  crisis  had  arrived  I  had  left  for  the  City 


— I  was  very  early  in  leaving  that  morning — -in  fact, 
I  do  not  remember  an  occasion  on  which  I  went  to 
my  work  with  greater  contentment  and  alacrity. 
Left  to  herself,  my  wife  then  called  up  her  reserves, 
in  the  form  of  the  hall  porter.  He  is  an  old  soldier, 
a  man  of  many  battles,  tmd  when  the  fish  caught 
sight  of  his  medals  they  faltered  sufficiently  to  allow 
him  to  get  the  upper  hand,  and  by  the  time  they 
had  recovered  from  their  momentary  weakness, 
they  were  in  the  dustbin  at  the  base  of  the 
mansions!  We  have  not  seen  thorn  since,  but  we 
heard  a  rumour  yesterday  that  they  were  met 
roaming  in  Queen's  Club  Gardens,  looking  for  a 
new  home." 


"  Back  to  the  Land"  is  a  cry  with  which  I  have 
much  sympathy — but  of  course,  as  an  angler,  I 
vary  it  "  Back  to  the  land — and  water."  All  over 
the  country  the  healthy  movement  for  cultivation 
of  small  holdings  is  succeeding,  and  nowhere  with 
more  happy  results  than  in  the  beautiful  Colne 
valley,  a  district  so  well  served  by  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway.  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  that 
enterprising  "  knight  of  the  hammer,"  Mr.  Brooke 
Stewart,  that  land  is  readily  being  taken  up  at 
Chappel — and  I  don't  wonder  at  it.  I  know  the 
neighbourhood  well.  HaUtead,  Sudbury,  Marks 
Tey  are  all  lovely  spots.  There  are  plenty  of  fish 
in  the  neighbourhood — and  game — and  the  man  wise 
enough  to  take  up  land  here  is  within  easy  distance 
of  the  Colchester  oyster  feast. 


What  Would  Yotr  Do  ? 

Supposin'  'at  you  had  fished  all  day 

An'  you  hadn't  got  a  bite, 
Supposin'  th'  shadders  wuz  gettin'  long 

An'  it  wuz  a-comin'  night ; 
Supposin'  'at  then  you  tho't  of  your  friends 

Who  would  laff  an'  jeer  at  you  ; 
What  would  you  do  in  a  case  like  that, 

What  do  you  s'pose  you'd  do  ? 

Wal',  we'll  say  'at  you'd  give  it  up 

An'  doggedly  row  ashore, 
Declarin'  'at  fate  wuz  ag'in  you  so 

It  was  useless  to  try  no  more  ; 
But  supposin'  you  see  a  man  on  the  bank 

Witii  some  bass,  say  a  dozen  or  two, 
An'  supposin'  he'd  sell  'em  to  you  fur  a  song, 

Now  what  do  you  s'pose  you'd  do  ? 

W^ouldn't  you  kind  o'  smile  at  him. 

An'  ca'tiously  look  about. 
Before  you  reached  deep  down  in  your  clothes 

To  haul  your  wallet  out ; 
An'  wouldn't  you  lower  your  voice  to  say, 

"  This,  you  know's,  'twixt  me  an'  you  "  ; 
Isn't  that  juat  th'  way  you'd  act  ? 

Isn't  that  what  you'd  do  ? 

An'  then  when  down  thro'  th'  streets  of  the  town 

Your  admirin'  friends,  as  they'd  pass, 
Would  stop  to  con-grat-u-late  you  an'  ask 

Fur  th'  secret  of  catching  bass, 
Wouldn't  you  tell  'em  fishin'  wuz  kind^)f  a  knack 

'At  was  only  acquired  by  a  few  ; 
Isn't  that  what  you'd  say  now  ? 
Isn't  that  what  you'd  do  ? 

— National  Sportsman. 


The  Kingston  Piscatorials  will  hold  a  barbel  com- 
petition to-day  (Saturday),  July  23,  July  24,  and 
July  25,  on  the  Thames,  One  rod  only  to  be  used, 
and  no  professional  fishermen  to  assist. 


As  a  member  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
Sea  Angling  Association,  I  have  received  the  follow- 
ing notification  :  "  An  all-night  fishing  trip  to  the 
Sovereign  Lightship  has  been  arranged  for  Saturday 
night,July  23,  leaving  St.  Leonards  Pier  at  9.30p.m,, 
per  S.S.  Alexandra.  The  trip  will  be  limited  to 
forty  anglers.  One  Guinea  will  be  awarded  for  the 
heaviest  catch  of  fish.  The  boat  will  return  on 
Sunday  morning  at  8  a.m.    Tickets  5s.  each." 


On  Saturday,  July  16,  the  well-known  firm  of 
printers,  Messrs.  C.  W.  Bradley  &  Co.,  of  Fetter-lane, 
celebrated  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Southend.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  C. 
Walter  Bradley,  with  Mr.  Alexander  in  the  vice- 
chair.  An  admirable  repast  was  provided,  giving 
the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all.  Commendably  few 
toasts  ;  a  splendid  array  of  talent — music,  song,  and 
recitations — and  under  the  able  management  of 
Stewards  F.  A.  Page  and  G.  B.  Laird  another  red- 
letter  day  in  the  annals  of  this  angler-printer 
establishment  was  consummated. 


"  The  thinner  the  ice  the.better  the  fun." 


"  Your  fair  friend,"  says  London  Opinion,  "who 
imagines  you  know  all  about  the  river,  begs  you  to 
punt  her  down  to  the  Plantagenet-Smiths'  house- 
boat. And  you,  with  the  self-sacrificing  courtesy 
of  an  English  gentleman,  agree,  albeit  you  only 
had  your  first  lesson  two  days  ago.  You  have  not 
yet  mastered  the  apparently  easy  but  very  subtle 
art  of  poling  a  boat,  and  as  the  punt  swings  first 
this  way  and  then  that,  and  the  water  off  the  pole 
runs  along  your  arm  and  trickles  down  your  back, 
you  hear  more  home  truths  about  yourself  than  you 
could  have  conceived  possible.  It  is  astonishing 
what  point  some  people,  and  especially  river  people, 
can  put  into  a  passing  sarcasm." 


The. photograph  of  the  group  of  sportsmen  sent 
by  Mr.  W.  Evans,  Izaak  Walton  Hotel,  Dovedale, 
Ashbourne,  and  which  appeared  in  our  issue  of 
July  16,  was  taken  by  W.  and  R.  Bull,  Ashbourne. , 


In  our  issue  of  July  10  a  notice  appeared  of  a 
new  motor  service  at  Lechlade,  Cirencester.  It  is 
now  a  pleasure  to  draw  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  fact  that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  have 
arranged  a  direct  service  of  Motor  Omnibuses 
between  Lowestoft  and  Southwold  vid  Kessingland, 
Wrenthara,  and  Wangford,  which  commenced  on 
July  18.  The  motors  will  make  eight  journeys 
daily  in  each  direction  with  tilessingland  and  three 
with  Southwold.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  will  earn  the  thanks  of 
tourists  generally  and  anglers  in  particular. 


Me.  W.  Payne  Collier  kindly  sends  the  follow- 
ing letter :  "  With  deep  regret  I  send  you  the 
announcement  of  the  death  of  my  dear  old  friend, 
Fred  Howard,  who  was  for  many  years  a  con- 
tributor to  your  paper.  I  feel  his  death  too 
severely  to  say  more,  but  a  man  with  a  better 
heart  never  lived.' ' 

"  Howard. — At  Underbill,  Kingsbridge, 
on  Friday,  July  8,  Frederick  Howard,  Esq., 
son  of  the  late  Andrew  Howard,  Esq.,  of 
Ringmore,  Devon,  aged  70  years." 


While  the  sunset,  slowly  dying, 

Sheds  a  light  o'er  sea  and  strand, 
And  the  night-chilled  breeze  is  sighing 

As  the  darkness  wraps  the  land — 
Come,  with  influence  strong  yet  tender, 

Mingled  thoughts  of  vanished  years. 
Waking  soul-thrills  that  can  render 

Sometimes  joy  and  sometimes  tears.  ' 
All  the  past,  returning,  seems 
Present  with  its  living  dreams. 

— Mackenzie  Bell. 


It  is  entirely  your  own  fault,  my  good  young 
friend.  You  ask  questions  that  wovdd  take  six 
months  to  answer  with  any  degree  of  accuracy ; 
you  write  on  both  sides  of  dirty  paper  of  all  shapes 
and  sizes ;  you  send  it  in  just  as  we  have  gone — not 
"going" — to  press;  and  then  you  write  (?)  something 
which,  when  translated,  sounds  very  much  like — 
"  Sir  !  Do  you  not  know  who  I  am  ?  I  expected 
an  answer  by  return  of  post,  and  should  like  an 
explanation."  [All  right ;  send  up  a  decent  letter 
to  the  Editor ;  say  what  you  want,  and  you  shall 
have  an  answer.  Don't  forget  the  stamp !  Ma 
conscience  !J 


"  Is  that  your  mule  ? ' '  asked  the  man  who  was 
going  fishing.  "  Yassir,"  said  the  coloured  man, 
who  was  sitting  on  a  log  by  the  road.  "  Does  he 
kick  ?  "  "  'Deed,  mistuh,  he  ain't  got  no  cause  to 
kick.  He's  gittin'  his  own  way  right  along.  I'm 
de  one  dat's  havin'  de  worry  an'  difficulty," 


Mrs.  Newlybiche:  "Well,  of  all  the  impu- 
dence 1 "  Mr.  Newlyriohe  :  "  What  is  it,  Hannah  ?  " 
Mrs.  Newlyriche :  "  Them  poor  first  cousins  of 
yours  have  gone  and  got  themselves  the  same 
identical  ancestors  that  you've  got !  " 


In  various  parts  of  this  issue  will  be  found  many 
interesting  notes  re  the  Tenth  International  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting  Tournament  at  the  Crystal  Palace, 
which  will  have  become  a  thing  of  the  past  by  the 
time  our  next  jiumber  appears.  I  fully  expect  that 
some  records  will  be  broken,  and  that  the  angling 
fraternity  will  witness  some  extremely  interesting 
manipulation  of  "  Rod  and  Line."  One  who  hopes 
to  be  present  for  the  two  days  at  the  Palais  de 
Crystal  is  Dragnet. 
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XOTTIXGHAM  (WELLINGTOX) 
AXGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  this  angling 
society  was  held  recently  at  the  Cavendish  Bridge 
Hotel.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members 
and  tenant  farmers.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson  (president  of  the  society),  supported 
by  Messrs.  H.  Spray  (hon.  sec),  A.  H.  Dobson  (hon. 
treasurer),  E.  Saywell.  Captain  J.  Dalby,  F.  WalUs, 
S.  Wallis,  W.  B.  Lees,  J.  H.  Lambert,  F.  Spray, 
J.  HTiit«,  etc.  The  loyal  toasts  having  been 
honoured,  the  president  said  how  delighted  the 
members  of  the  angling  society  were  to  meet  so 
large  a  gatnering.  He  was  glad  to  know  that  the 
very  cordial  relations  which  existed  between  the 
society  and  the  tenant  farmers  were  being  streng- 
thened year  by  year.  (Applause.)  No  regulation  of 
the  society  was  more  stringently  enforced  than  that 
which  had  for  its  object  the  protecting  of  the  tenant 
farmers  from  damage  by  the  fishermen.  Any  case 
of  damage  which  was  reported  to  the  officials  was 
thorouglJy  investigated,  and  the  offenders  severely 
dealt  with.  The  society  recognised  the  kindness  of 
ths  tenants  in  permitting  the  members  to  fish  from 
their  lands.  He  submitted  "  The  Angling  Society," 
couphng  with  the  toast  the  names  of  Captain  Dalby 
and  Mr.  John  Hickinbotham.  (Applause.)  Captain 
Dalby  replied,  stating  that  he  fully  appreciated  the 
kindly  sentiments  to  which  the  president  of  the 
society  had  given  expression.  A  few  old  inhabitants 
of  Castle  Donington  had  fished  in  those  waters  for 
many  years,  and  they  took  it  somewhat  hard  to 
have  restrictions  placed  upon  them.  But  the  rules 
under  which  the  angling  society  conducted  its 
operations  prevented  poaching,  and  this  of  itself  was 
a  distinct  advantage.  Personally,  he  had  received 
nothing  but  courtesy  at  the  hands  of  the  members, 
and  he  was  glad  to  meet  so  many  of  them  on  that 
occasion.  (Cheers.)  Mr.  John  Hickinbotham  also 
responded.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in 
fishing,  boating,  etc. 


HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAIVI  RAILWAY. 

August  Bank  Holiday. — Special  excursion  tickets 
■will  be  issued  to  Paris  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne, 
by  the  service  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on 
July  28,  29,  30,  and  31,  and  by  the  10.0  ^i.m.  and 
2.20  p.m.  services  on  Saturday,  July  30.  They  will 
also  be  issued  by  the  night  mail  service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon:street  at  9.5 
p.m.,  each  evening  from  July  28  to  31  inclusi%'e,  via 
Dover  and  Calais  ;  returning  from  Paris  at  2.40  p.m. 
via  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  via  Calais,  any  day 
within  14  days.  A  cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne 
will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
July  30,  returning  at  12.5,  G.30,  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Bank 
Holiday.  Cheap  return  tickets,  available  for  eight 
days,  will  be  issued  at  Charing  Cross  from  July  27  to 
Aug.  1  inclusive,  available  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.20 
p.m.  services.  Similar  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  services.  On 
Sunday  and  Monday,  July  31  and  Aug.  1,  special  day 
excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne  and  Calais. 
Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne, 
and  Ostend  routes  will  be  issued  from  July  27  to 
Aug.  1,  inclusive,  available  for  eight  days.  Special 
cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Amsterdam,  The 
Hague,  and  other  Dutch  Towns,  via  Queenboro'  and 
Flushing  (Royal  Mail  Route),  will  be  issued  from 
July  27  to  Aug.  1  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and 
Holbom  at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  eight-day  return 
tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  July  27  to  Aug. 
1  inclusive.  Special  cheap  tours  to  the  Belgian 
Ardennes  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend 
routes  are  also  announced.  During  the  holidays  the 
Continental  services  will  run  as  usual.  A  special 
express  train  (first,  second,  and  third  class)  will  leave 
Victoria  for  Dover  Pior  at  8.50  p.m.,  calling  at  Heme 
Hill,  on  .July  29,  in  connection  with  the  Calais  and 
Ostend  night  steamers.  The  home  arrangements  are 
as  follows : — Cheap  return  tickets  to  Tunbridge 
Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury, 
Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Mar- 
gate, Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal, 
Walmer.  Dover,  Folkestone  Shomcliffe,  Hythe, 
Sandgat©  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea), 
will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain  trains  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  July  29  and  30,  available  to 
return  on  Aug.  1,  2,  and  3,  by  fmy  train  (mail  and 
boat  expresses  excepted).  Cheap  day  excursions  on 
Bank  Holiday  will  be  run  from  the  principal  London 
stations  to  Cravescnd,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Tunbridgo  Wells,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable, 
Heme  liey,  Birchington,  Ramsgate.  Broadstairs, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc. 
On  Bank  Holidaj^a  Special  Cheap  day  excur.sion  will 
be  run  to  Aldersnot,  leaviiig  Charing  Cross  at  9.24 
a.m.  and  London  Bridge  9.30  a.m.  Also  cheap  after- 


noon excursion  to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay  on 
Sunday,  July  31,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at 
2.55  p.m.,  and  Charing  Cross  at  1.47  p.m.  Return 
tickets  (including  admission)  will  be  issued  from 
London  to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank 
Holiday.  Full  particulars  of  the  excursions,  exten- 
sion of  time  for  certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in 
train  services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday 
programme  and  bills. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  excursions  will  be  run  from  Euston,  Broad- 
street,  Kensington  (Addison-road),  Willesden  Junc- 
tion, Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and  other  London 
stations,  as  follows: — On  Wednesdays,  until  Sept.  28, 
to  Blackpool,  Lancaster,  Morecambe,  English  Lake 
District,  and  Furness  line  stations.  On  Thursdays, 
until  Sept.  29,  to  Shrewsbury,  Hereford,  North, 
South,  and  Central  Wales,  and  Cambrian  line 
stations,  Buxton,  Liverpool,  Birkenhead,  and 
Chester.  Every  Friday  midnight,  until  Sept.  30,  to 
Douglas  (Isle  of  Man),  via  Liverpool.  On  Saturdays, 
until  Sept.  24,  to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man)  via  Fleet- 
wood (from  Euston  only).  On  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays,  until  further  notice  (from  Euston  only), 
day  trips  to  Stratford-on-Avon.  In  connection 
with  these  trips  tickets  will  also  be  issued  covering 
coach  drive  from  Stratford  to  Warwick  and  Kenil- 
worth,  passengers  returning  to  London  from  the 
latter  station.  On  Satiu-days,  until  further  notice, 
to  Bedford,  Bletchley,  Brackley,  Buckingham, 
Leighton,  Rugby,  Wobvim  Sands,  and  Wolverton, 
returning  same  day  or  following  Sunday  or  Monday. 
To  Newport  Pagnell,  returning  same  day  or  follow- 
ing Monday.  On  Thursday,  July  28,  August  11 
and  25,  Sept.  8  and  22,  to  Ireland.  To  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  Birkenhead,  Chester,  Blackpool,  South- 
port,  Carlisle,  Lancaster,  Morecambe,  Lake  District, 
Fxirness  line  stations.  North  Staffordshire  stations, 
principal  stations  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire, 
Buxton  District,  Rugby,  and  Leicester.  On  Fridays, 
July  29,  August  12  and  26,  Sept.  9  and  23,  to  Car- 
lisle and  Scotland.  On  Saturday,  July  30,  Simday 
midnight,  July  31,  Friday,  August  12,  Monday, 
August  15,  Friday,  August  26,  Monday,  August  29, 
Friday,  Sept.  9,  Monday,  Sept.  12,  Friday,  Sept.  23, 
and  Monday,  Sept.  26,to  Birmingham,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, and  South  Staffordshire  District.  Every  Friday 
and  Saturday  week-end  tickets  will  be  issued  to  the 
principal  pleasure  resorts  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

August  Bank  Holiday  Arrangements — Bank  Holi- 
day Excursions. — The  Midland  Railway  Company's 
programme  of  Bank  Holiday  excursions  embraces 
almost  every  important  town  and  tourist  resort  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Ireland.  The  trips  com- 
mence on  Thursday,  July  28,  to  Belfast,  London- 
derry, Portrush,  and  the  North  of  Ireland  section 
which  now  forms  part  of  the  extensive  system  of  the 
Midland  Railway  of  England.  The  periods  for 
which  the  tickets  are  available  vary  from  one  to 
sixteen  days,  affording  an  ample  variety  of  choice 
for  all  classes  of  holiday  makers.  The  weekly 
summer  excursions  are  also  in  operation  and  cover 
a  wide  field  independently  of  the  special  Bank  Holi- 
day excursions.  Programmes  containing  full  par- 
ticulars may  be  had  free  on  application  to  the  Mid- 
land Company  or  to  Thos.  Cook  &  Son.  Excursions 
to  London  will  also  run  from  a  number  of  provincial 
towns,  particulars  of  which  can  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Midland  Company.  The  week- 
end tickets  issued  every  Friday  and  Saturday  from 
London  (St.  Pancras)  and  other  principal  Midland 
stations  to  the  chief  Seaside  and  Inland  holiday 
resorts,  including  the  Peak  District  of  Derbyshire, 
Yorkshire,  Lake  District,  the  North  East  Coast,  and 
Scotland,  will  be  available  for  returning  on  Sunday 
(where  train  service  permits),  Monday,  Tuesday,  cr 
W^ednesday,  July  31,  August  1,  2.  or  3.  Ordinary 
Tram  Service. — On  Saturday,  July  30,  Bank  Holi- 
day, August  1,  and  Tuesday,  August  2,  certain 
booked  trains  will  be  withdrawn,  particulars  of 
which  will  be  found  duly  notified  in  the  Company's 
time-tables  and  by  special  bills  at  the  stations. 
Some  of  the  luncheon  and  dining  cars  and  through 
carriages  announced  in  the  time  tables  will  also  bo 
suspended  on  Bank  Holiday,  August  1.  Early 
Issue  of  Tickets. — To  prevent  inconvenience  and 
crowding,  the  Midland  Booking  Offices  at  St.  Pancras 
and  Moorgate-stroet  Stations  will  be  open  for  the 
issue  of  tickets  all  day  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  J uly 
29  and  30.  Tickets  to  all  principal  stations  on  the 
Midland  Railway  and  beyond  will  also  be  obtainable 
beforehand  at  any  of  their  City  booking  offices  or  the 
offices  of  Thos.  Cook  &  Son.  The  tickets  issued  at 
these  offices  will  be  available  from  St.  Pancras 
Station,  and  at  the  same  fares  as  charged  at  that 
station,  and  dated  to  suit  the  convenience  of  pas- 
sengers.  


GREAT  CENTRAL. 

Cheap  Excursions  to  the  Midlands  and  North 
FOR  August  Bank  Holiday. — The  Great  Central 
Company's  ABC  Programme  contains  ample  and 
admirable  facilities  to  those  desirous  of  spending  the 
holiday  at  places  reached  by  their  comfortable  and 
picturesque  route.  Excursions  are  announced  from 
London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and 
Metropolitan  stations,  to  all  the  principal  towns  and 
holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands,  North  of  England, 
and  North-East  and  North-West  Coast  watering- 
places.  A  fast  train  leaves  Marylebone  at  12.5  mid- 
night Friday  and  Saturday,  July  29  and  30  ;  there 
are  also  several  additional  special  expresses  on 
Saturday,  July  30,  two  of  which  depart  from  Mary- 
lebone at  2.25  and  3.25  p.m.,  and  run  to  Sheffield 
without  a  stop.  The  information  has  been  so  con- 
cisely tabulated  in  the  programme  that  the  times  of 
starting,  fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for 
any  station  (alphabetically  arranged)  can  be  easily 
seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  lucid  guide  can  be 
obtained  free  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  at  any  of 
the  company's  town  offices  and  agencies. 


ANGLEES  -ONE  MEETS. 

He  was  a  decidedly  useful  man  at  the  game — a 
big  gun  in  every  sense,  in  that  he  was  a  cannon 
against  the  Finns,  and  no  less  a  canon  fishing  for 
souls  in  one  of  the  northern  sees. 

It  was  a  summer's  evening. 
Old  Richard's  work  was  done. 

And  he  before 

Some  eight  or  more 

Was  sitting  in  The  Sun  ;  ' 

Before  him  lay  in  all  their  sheen 

A  dish  of  trout,  perhaps  fifteen. 

"  You've  done  well  to-day,  Dick  ;  they  are  bonny 
little  fish.  Let  us  ask  the  old  gentleman  (the  canon) 
to  have  a  look  at  them."  They  had  been  caught  in  a 
beck  I  know  well ;  I  cannot  say  every  stone  is  known 
to  me,  as  the  roaring  torrents  that  rush  down  it  turn 
them  over  most  roughly,  and  do  no  end  of  damage 
to  the  land  and  flood-rails,  but  it  is  one  of  my 
favourite  haunts,  and  many  a  half-pounder  have  I 
beaten  and  been  beaten  by  in  those  picturesque 
pools,  with  dappled  eddy  in  more  comers  tlian  one 
as  a  rule.  How  well  I  remember  once,  in  the  M'ood 
there,  where  a  lot  of  bank  had  gone  and  a  deep,  long, 
marly  pool  ran  with  difficult  approach  and  a  well- 
nigh  impossible  get  away  from  "  without  wading, 
owing  to  the  steep  marly  bank.  I  had  laboriously 
got  into  action  and  my  dropper  into  the  king  of 
that  kingdom,  only  to  lose  the  lot  in  a  bit  of  old 
submerged  heather  that  had  been  washed  down 
from  above,  had  reflectively  remarked  the  usual 
benison,  and  begun  to  scale  the  little  cHfl,  and  found 
while  pausing  to  tidy  up  a  bit  at  the  top,  by  reason 
of  cutaneous  perception,  that  I  had  interfered  with 
a  wasp's  nest  to  no  small  extent.  I  did  not  tell 
Dick,  but,  alas  !  he  knew  about  it,  and  had  not  got 
stung,  I  found  out,  when  we  were  discussing  that 
beck  out  hunting  later  on.  Well,  to  "  hark  back  " 
to  the  dignitary  and  the  trout  on  view — he  came, 
he  saw,  and  he  did  not  admire.  No,  he  was  hyper- 
critical, and,  alas  !  excessive  in  his  statements,  for 
he  ended  up  his  dictum  with,  "  I've  put  dozens  back 
Hke  those  to-day."  One  of  his  hearers  averred  it 
was  scores,  not  dozens.  He  certainly  did  get  two 
or  three  nice  trout  in  a  day,  and  no  doubt  put  a 
great  many  back  again  ;  but  bang  went  his  reputa- 
tion, for  the  water  he  fished  was,  and  is,  known  to 
all  that  heard,  and  the  tale  went  from  mouth  to 
mouth,  and  the  locals  shake  their  heads,  saying, 
"  Aye,  them  parsons  !  " 

There  is  another  sombre-hued  fisherm.an  I  have 
been  privileged  to  meet — a  prelate  this  time,  who 
only  once  was  disbeheved  to  my  knowledge,  and 
that  by  the  old  keeper  on  a  river  in  Scotland,  who 
missed  his  lordship  one  afternoon,  but  found  him 
ready  for  sending  .Jock  Scott  on  many  long  journeys 
next  morning,  and  could  not  swallow  the  statement 
that  he  had  been  up  to  London  since  he  had  seen 
him.  The  House  of  Lords  was  too  long  a  cast  for 
a  rod  of  that  length.  The  only  fault  I  can  find  with 
My  Lord  Bishop  is  that  he  is  too  good  with  minnow 
on  the  water  where  we  meet,  but  "  such  a  nice  man, 
too,"  and  if  he  takes  every  decent  trout  out,  and 
etc.,  etc.,  I  will  still  admire  him,  and  ^nsh  all 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  could  have  the 
pleasing  experience  of  meeting  him. 

He  one  day  left  his  fly-book  in  his  pannier  near 
the  pool  he  was  whipping,  there  being  a  good  ripple, 
not  pacing  much  attention  to  the  patient  ass  that 
was  gazing,  not  gi'azing,  about,  and  later  on  found 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QXJUJRXERS,  <Scc. 


"  Out  of  Bight  <md  somtd  of  Bailways," 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  Ijeautifnl  corners  in  England. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 

Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream. 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs.  caught 
this  season  to  date. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Kesidence  from  31  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Is  now  added 

to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrams :  Gbifpiths,  Frhhsham  Pond.Chort. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendonp  JUiddlesex, 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  850  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

aiZBS  uv  FISH : 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Rudd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  e  inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  1  Inch. 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike.  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  seasim).  Boarders,  7s.  Gd.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8.«.  6rf.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  V)i!r  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22J  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

BINGWOOJD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tiiikets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  BUliards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
nf  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDAIE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Bivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Nkldbr,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.' '" 
Postal  address:  "  Glyn,  Euabon."  Tele 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn,"  Station :  Glyn 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


LOCH  MHOR  HOTEL 

STRATHERRICK,  INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

Overlooking  Loch  Mhor,  600  feet  above  sea  level 
bracing  air,  comfortai)le  quarters,  moderate 
chaiges. 

Splendid  Trout  Fishing^. 

Use  of  boat,  and  Salmon,  Orilae,  and  Sea 
Trout  Fisliiug  on  Loch  Ness  frek. 

Xelegiams:  "  MacOillivray,  Oorthlick." 
DONALD  MACGILLIVllAY,  Proprietor, 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 


Sn   Pension   Xevms   only  lOs. 

NO  EXTRAS. 


6d.   a  day. 


ONLY   SIX   HOURS   FROIMl  XiONDON: 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E,  SMITH,  Proprietor, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  In  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badoall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA  FISBINO. 


EXTBlfSirK  BOATING   AND  HISIN6. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


NEW   FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel,    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Peopeieteess. 


LYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 


LYNMOUTH,  DEVON. 


Unrivalled  for  its  home  comforts  and  excellent  cuisine,  and  stands  in  an  ideal 
position.     Good  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Deep-Sea  Pishing.    Boats  and  men  kept. 
Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.    Charges  strictly  moderate. 
Telegrams — "  Valley,  Lynmodth." 


Please  note  address. 


CECIL  N.  BEVAN,  Proprietor. 


Swan  Hotel,  Tenaofy,  wofcesieistlfe. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms,  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kylc.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegiaph 
OtUce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


BELL  HOTEL, 

LLANGRWYNEY,  near  ABERGAVENNY, 


The  above  Hotel  affords  every  accommodation, 
especially  for  Anglei-s,  there  being  splendid 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  River  Usk  attached 
to  the  Hotel,  Llangorse  Lake  also  being  within 
ea.sy  distance.  Posting,  &c.  Telephone,  P.O., 
CricUliowell,  No.  17.— For  terms,  apply  J.  B. 
YENDOLL,  Proprietor. 


BUCK  HOTEL, 


XjaiXiglnolm,  N.B. 

Yellow  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and  Sajmoi 
Fishing  in  Border  Esk.  Comfortable  Bedrooraii 
Bathroom,  w.c,  Sitting  Room,  and  Dini 
Eoom.  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Cigars  of  genuine 
quality.  Card  of  Tariff,  and  particulars  of  the 
Esk  and  its  tributaries,  post  free.— Gboeoe  S. 
Ghant,  Pfoprietor. 


I 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FIStlING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen,  Den'y- 
niaiinin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  6».  each  per  week  ; 
that  Inchides  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Pi  oprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  minerar  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS, 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DER6. 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 


TO  LKT,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommcJdation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HURLEY. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  ANdYaNN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re  furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatcheiy  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9«.  per  day  or  £2  10«.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  18.  ;  Daily,  6s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5«.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  MLanagbress. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
ilegget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHING   FREE.  POSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAY. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  (fcc.  First-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.    With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH,,  Proprietor. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coaich,  or  hire;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Gulag,  Loohinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
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the  Dannier  trailed  yards  away,  but  nowhere  coxild 
the  took  be  found.  No  minnow  fishing  could  be 
indulged  in  that  day.  The  Angels  and  Devons, 
Kill  Devils  and  Phantoms  had  gone — oh,  where  ? 
Gentle  reader,  do  you  share  with  me  the  agonising 
fear  that  the  ass  was  rheumatic,  and  thought  the 
fly-book  was  a  packet  of  "  Bishop's  Varalettes  "  ? 
What  -was  said  to  the  poor,  patient,  half-starved 
donkey  I  know  not.  Had,  perchance,  the  bishop 
offered  him  a  better  li\ing,  I  should  think  he  would 
rather  prefer  to  remain  the  Vicar  of  Bray,  sir. 

Not  long  ago  I  was  staying  at  the  Rose  and  Crown, 
Bainbridge,  Askrigg,  R.S.O.,  and,  by  the  way,  I 
liked  it  better  than  any  fishing  quarters  I  have  ever 
been  in,  after  which  statement  I  quite  expect  Mr. 
"Ifrotter,  the  landlord,  to  put  me  and  my  family  up 
free  whenever  I  want,  educate  my  sons  for  me,  and, 
well,  do  a  lot  more  besides,  of  course ;  and  now  I 
cast  back  to  what  I  was  going  to  say  of  a  Bainbridge 
angler  I  met  there.  He  was  a  cute  little  nipper, 
cetat.  about  ten  done,  I  should  say — used  to  appear 
out  of  a  cottage  near  the  bridge.  My  last  morning 
there,  having  an  hoiu:  and  a  half  to  spare,  from  the 
pleasures  of  packing  up  I  tore  myself,  and  began  at 
the  bridge.  "  Are  they  doing  anything  ?  "  said  my 
small  friend  a  few  minutes  later,  and  on  hearing  of 
one  being  bagged  and  seeing  another  foUow  suit,  he 
darted  off  for  his  rod.  Twenty  minutes  later  he 
gave  it  up,  and  returned  telling  me  he  "  rose  a  good 
'un  do^m  below."  Well,  he  took  my  fly  and  myself 
to  the  place,  and  was  glad,  actually  glad,  when  I 
got  it,  as  he  said,  a  nice  half-pound  fish,  and  we 
began  to  talk.  "  What's  that  ring  for  ?  "' — a  10s.  6d. 
anti-rheumatic  fraud  that  long  since  ceased  to  do  my 
imagination  any  good.  "  Oh,  it's  supposed  to  cure 
rheumatism,"  I  replied.  "  I  thought  it  must  be 
summat  of  't  sort,  as  it  doesn't  look  so  smart ;  but 
what  a  funny  line  you've  got !  "  "  Yes,  it's  hair." 
"  Where  do  you  get  it  ?  "  "  Out  of  horses'  tails." 
"  And  do  you  make  it  into  lines  yourself  ?  "  etc., 
etc.,  were  the  questions  now  fairly  coming  down.  I 
told  bim  how  I  tied  hackles,  and  he  a^ked  if  I 
made  the  hooks,  and  finally  when  we  were  parting 
he  shyly  asked,  "  I  suppose  you  don't  ever  sell  your 
flies  ?  "  Yes,  I  was  and  am  gi-atified,  and  those  five 
trout,  good,  takable  fish,  were  a  nice  ending  to  my 
stay  there.  The  small  angler  will  purchase  more 
flies,  the  Semmerwater  trout  will  get  plump  (quite 
time  they  did.  alas  !)  on  the  May  Fly,  the  stocks  will 
remain  empty  on  the  village  green,  and  perhaps 
some  more  anglers  will  try  float  anri  maggot  as  I 
saw  them  in  the  flats  near  Semmerwater.  I  won't ; 
neither  will  I  forget  my  visit  ttjere.      Hair  Cast. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LYN,  NEAR  LYNMOUTH,"  DEVON. 

Dear  Sib,  —  During  this  run  of  fine  weather 
I  have  been  at  a  locality  recommeucled  by  one  of 
your  recent  correspondents— on  the  East  Lyn,  up 
which  I  have  sauntered  most  day,  from  the  charm- 
ingly situated  Lyndale  Hotel,  enjoying  the  shade 
and  the  musical  sound  of  the  stream  gliding  noisily 
among  the  rocks  filling  its  bed.  Sometimes  I 
have  caught  the  small  trout  of  the  locality,  most  of 
which  it  was  a  pleasure  to  return,  and  sometimes 
I  have  seen  what  are  here  called  peal,  now  com- 
mencing to  crime  up-stream.  They  have  every 
appearance  of  the  sea-trout  or  sewin  of  other  places, 
ranging -from  under  lib.  to  over  3ib.,  and  scorning 
to  look  at  a  fly  in  tha  presnnt  limpid  state  of  the 
water  is  only  suggestive  of  better  times  anon — a 
month  or  so  hence.  One  of  these  of  about  3Jlb.  or 
41b.  I  observed  to  be  afflicted  with  a  fungus  patch 
on  the  back,  plainly^seen  from  the  distance  of  a 
few  feet. 

Many  fishers  have  been  met  along  the  stream 
plying  the  red  worm,  beetle,  and  small  Devon 
minnows  rather  than  flies,  and  the  largest  catches  of 
takeable  fish,  over  6in.,  of  which  I  have  heard  have 
been  from  thirty  to  forty. 

They  are  nice  little  sturdy  trout  though  'small, 
and  are  at  present  concealed  in  the  larger  stickles 
or  under  stones  and  rocks,  from  which  the  worm  is 
more  likely  to  tempt  than  a  fly.  At  the  tail  of  each 
race  the  youngsters  abound,  which  may  bo  caught 
with  Holland's  midges  or  such  sroaLl  flies,  yet 
mostly  seem  to  rise  merely  [for  sport.  Therw  is 
something  peculiarly  charming  about  a  tumbling, 
rock  and  Ixjulder  strewn  brook  like  thia  (into  which 
it  is  often  most  easy  to  slip,  though  wading  , is  not 
allowed),  passing  through  an  often  openly- wooded 
valley,  presenting  pictures  at  every  few  yards, 
mottled  with  sunlight  and  cool,  deep  shadow  and 


abounding  in  colour,  enhanced  by  the  liquid  varnish 
of  the  ^j^ater  —  where  what  trout  fishing  there  is 
forms  by  no  means  the  only  attraction. — Yours 
truly,  Benwyan. 


A  17oz.  DACS  FROM  THE  THAMES. 

Deae  Sie, — Since  the  opening  season  I  have  to 
report  the  capture  of  the  following  fish : — A  pike 
of  81b.  15oz.  irom  the  Medway  at  Yalding ;  thiee 
dace,  weighing  12oz..  12^oz.,and  13oz.  respectively, 
caught  in  the  Ouse  three  miles  above  Bedford  ;  a 
bream  of  31b.  lOoz.  from  the  Built ;  and  a  splendid 
dace  of  17oz.  from  the  Thames,  caught  by  Mr.  R. 
Robinson,  of  St.  Albans,  a  member  of  our  society, 
who  caught  it  in  the  Old  Weir  in  the  old  river 
between  Datchet  and  the  Bells  of  Ousley,  fishing 
from  the  bank.  It  is  now  being  set  up  by  Cooper, 
of  St.  Luke's.  Is  this  not  an  exceptional  catch  from 
the  Thames  ?  We  would  be  glad  to  hear  of  any 
other  large  dace  caught  in  the  neighbourhood. — 
Yours  truly,        '  J.  Dbyden, 

Sec,  Greenwich  A.S. 


THE  CAMBRIAN  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 

De.\b  Sie, — The  secretary  begs  to  advise  Mr. 
Marston  that  the  annual  subscription  to  original 
members  shfauld  read  twenty  and  not  thirty  guineas 
as  per  prospectus. 

Afonwen,  Hints. 
Secretary's  Office — Upper  Downing,  Holywell. 


RE  THE  CAMBRIAN  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 

Dear  Sie, — Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding's  short  addendum 
to  my  letter  in  the  issue  of  July  16  has  hardly  done 
justice  to  the  fishing  in  the  Ysceifiog  Lake,  for  since 
he  wrote  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  had  a  very  fine 
basket  of  twenty- one  fish,  which  scaled  201b.  My 
daughter.  Mis.  Feilding,  is  my  authority,  and  I 
may  add  she  takes  a  keen  and  an  intelligent  int.'rest 
in  all  such  matters.— Yours  truly,       E.  M.  Tod. 


SPECIAL  SCOTCH'S  "  NOTES. 

Deae  Sir, — Before  it  goes  further  I  wish  to 
correct  "Special  Scotch,"  who  has  fallen  into  an 
error,  in  detaO,  which,  none  the  less,  assumes 
importance  when  mentioned  as  "Mr.  Tod's  tip." 
I  allude  to  this  "Note"  in  the  issue  of  July  16 — 
"  Notes  from  the  North  "  : — When  trout  are  rising 
!  II  round,  but  not  taking  the  fly,  a  good  basket 
may  be  made  with  the  very  smallest  of  Stewarts 
and  just  as  much  worm  as  will  cover  the  hooks 
cast  over  the  rising  trout." 

Now,  this  "Note"  is  misleading — ^in  fact,  I  can 
scarcely  recognise  my  "tip"  at  all.  How  can  a 
man  hope  to  describe  accurately  in  four  Hues  such 
things  at  all  ?  The  "  tip  "  is  a  good  one,  but  it  is 
not  when  trout  "  are  rising  all  round  "  that  it 
comes  in.  Au  contraire,  it  is  when  isolated  trout 
are  caught  feeding  on  tjje  fly — one  her?,  another 
there — on  a  weir  or  other  still  pool  while  an  up- 
stream breeze  gently  ruffles  the  surface,  and  the 
sun  shining  makes  fly  fishing  in  July  no  easy 
matter,  but  suits  worm  fishing.  Impaling  a  tiny 
worm  on  a  tiny  Stewart  tackle  composed  of  only 
two  hooks — say,  Nos.  2  or  1  Kendal  scale — and 
using  only  fine  drawn  gut  (no  sinker,  of  course)  you 
proceed  to  outwit  the  "  feeding  trout  "  thus  : — 

Having  waded  in  gently  below  him  you  wait  till 
the  trout  rises  again  so  as  to  mark  him  down  to  a 
nicety,  as  unless  things  like  these  are  done  with 
perfect  accuracy  your  efforts  are  mere  blundering, 
of  the  "  chuck  and  chance  it  "  order,  truly  !  Your 
first  cast  should  be  behind,  not  in  front,  of  the 
trout,  ever.  At  times  he  wheels  round  instantly, 
and  if  so  you  are  all  but  sure  of  that  trout,  and  for 
these  reasons  I  think: — 1.  He  is  taken  unawares, 
and  acts  on  impulse.  2.  He  views  the  worm  without 
an  inch  of  gut  crossing  his  line  of  vision  to  put  him 
on  guard.  3.  He  creates  an  extra  disturbance  in 
the  water  as  he  wheels  right  about  face,  which  "aids 
the  guile."  If  the  trout  takes  no  notice  then  let 
the  worm  be  cast  so  as  to  alight  at  his  side,  and 
finally  try  for  the  third  cast  to  throw  the  worm  a 
foot  or  so  in  front  of  his  "neb."  Never  begin  by 
reversing  this  process  or  the  first  cast  may  startle 
the  trout,  and  then  you  have  outwitted  yourself 
instead  of  the  trout. 

"Special  Scotch"  is  also  rather  misleading  when 
he  writes  as  he  does  that  I  use  "just  aa  much  worm 
as  will  cover  the  hooks  cast  over  the  rising  trout," 
which  seems  to  imply  that  a  good-sized  piece  of 
lob  buried  in  "the  smallest  of  Stewarts"  will 
achieve  the  purpose.  Now,  I  wish  to  say  that  for 
this  kind  of  fishing  one  must  be  extra  particular  in 
the  selection  of  bright,  well-scoured,  tough,  and 
tiny  worms,  and  nothing  could  be  further  from  my 
mind  than  the  suggestion  of  worms  of  large  size  or 
even  of  moderately  large  size.  And  I  may  add  that 
I  never  like  fishing  with  a  broken  worm,  especially 


under  these  trying  conditions,  and  to  use  a  length 
of  worm  divided  so  as  to  suit  the  tackle  would  be 
all  wrong.  The  worm  must  be  small,  but  entire. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


VAGARIES  OF  FISH. 

De.a'B,  Sib, — Last  week  f  tried  for  chub,  of  which 
I  saw  plenty.  I  offered  them  flies  galore — Sweeps, 
Black  Hackles,  Red  Palmers,  bees,  wasps,  winged 
flies  of  all  colours  and  sizes,  floating  and  sunk — and 
succeeded  in  exciting  a  little — very  little — curiosity, 
leading  in  one  or  two  cases  to  a  nearer  inspection, 
but  that  is  all.  Ultimately  I  came  down  to  a  small 
Black  Gnat,  hoping  to  get  a  dace  or  two. 

While  casting  under  an  overhanging  tree  on  the 
opposite  side  my  fly  detached  a  small  yellow  leaf, 
and  remaining  fixed  in  it  fell  into  the  water. 
Immediately  a  chub,  not  visible  previously,  sailed 
rapidly,  bub  not  swiftly,  out  from  the  bank,  and 
sucked  down  the  leaf.  After  a  good  fight,  as  I  had 
put  on  a  fine  cast,  I  landed  him,  and  he  weighed 
2lb.  9oz.  Now  what  could  have  induced  this  fish 
to  act  thus  ?  My  experisncs  is  that  a  leaf  or  bit  of 
weed  makes  a  good  float  in  clear  water  when  fish 
are  shy,  but  is  fatal  to  success  on  a  fly.  Is  there  a 
difference  between  a  leaf  on  a  fly  and  a  fly  on  a 
leaf  ?  Certainly  roach  are  often  taken  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood later  on  with  a  pill  of  blanket  weed  in 
preference  to  honest  paste  or  gentles,  but  I  should 
like  to  know  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  have 
met  with  an  experience  similar  to  mine.  I  am 
seriously  considering  if  it  is  worth  while  to  select  a 
small  likely  leaf  and  stick  my  fly  in  it,  but  then 
comes  the  point — Can  I  succeed  in  placing  it  so  that 
the  fly  can  be  seen  from  below  ?  I  have  a  good 
deal  to  learn  yet. — Yours  truly,    Chas.  L.  Halt,. 

Bedford. 

[I  should  say  that  Mr.  Hall's  experience  is  a  very 
uncommon  one,  and  I  doubt  if  he  would  catch 
another  chub  in  that  manner  if  he  fished  for  a 
month.  Fish  will  often  take  things  into  their 
mouths  on  spec,  but  I  doubt  if  it  would  pay  to  6sh 
with  leaves.  A  bit  of  white  boiled  cabbage  leaf 
might  answer. — Ed.] 


THE  PEEWIT  OR  MAGPIE  LARK. 
Deae  Sib, — The  following  letter  about  the  peewit 
in  New  South  Wales  may  int  rest  some  of  your 
readers. — Yours  truly,  A.  A. 

"To  the  Editor  of  the  'Sydney 
Morning  Heeald.' 

"  Sie, — This  time  last  year  I  wrote  that  the 
peewits  wer3  making  their  appearance  in  Victoria 
Park  and  Chinese  Gardens,  Alexandria  and  Botany, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  many  of  them  were 
destroyed  by  amateur  sportsmen  and  schoolboys. 
The  peewits  are  now  making  their  appearance,  and 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  following  parks — namely. 
Centennial,  Victoria,  Erskineville,  and  Randwick 
Racecourse.  All  gardeners  are  encouraging  these 
birds  on  their  land,  for  they  destroy  all  the  insects 
they  can  see,  and  never  interfere  with  the  vegetables 
or  fruit,  and  would  remain  here  if  not  disturbed. 

"  We  have  an  Act  to  consolidate  the  enactments 
relating  to  the  protection  of  certain  imported  and 
other  birds,  assented  to  Oct.  30,  1901,  but  for  all 
this  the  Act  is  ignored.  Notwithstanding  the  close 
season,  the  duck,  teal,  pigeon,  plover,  quail,  curlew, 
bustard  (or  plains  turkey),  partridge,  pheasant, 
grouse,  etc.,  are  shot  every  month  in  the  year.  I 
would  ask  you,  sir,  what  is  the  use  of  the  Act  ?  A 
lady  has  just  written  from  Penrith  to  say  several 
amateur  sportsmen  have  been  shooting  in  the 
Penrith  district.  They  shot  four  diamond  sparrows 
and  an  owl.  They  had  no  reason  for  destroying 
them.  The  owl  is  a  great  destroyer  of  mice,  lizards, 
and  other  vermin.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment will  enforce  the  Act  in  its  pntirety. — Yours 
truly,  J.  W.  R.  Clarke. 

"May  31." 


A  SALMON  PEAL  FEEDS  IN  FRESH  WATER. 

Deae  Sie, — Referring  to  the  vexed  question 
whether  salmon  feed  in  fresh  water,  your  readers 
may  be  interested  to  hear  that  in  the  stomach  of  a 
4|lb.  salmon  peal,  which  I  killed  with  a  fly  on 
June  28.  my  cook  found  a  small  trout  of  about 
3  inches  long.  Unfortunately,  I  was  not  upon  the 
premises  at  the  time,  and  the  trout  was  given  to  the 
cat,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  matter  as  the 
woman  knows  all  about  fish,  and  is  quite  reliable. 
Had  I  been  upon  the  spot  I  should,  of  course,  have 
spen  what  stage  of  digestion  the  little  fish  was  in. 
but  if  salmon  do  not  feed  ia  fresh  water — which  I 
have  never  been  able  to  believe — I  should  like  to 
know  what  this  peal  wanted  with  a  small  trout  in 
its  stomach  ? — Yours  truly,    Mubbay  Mackenzie. 

Gardville,  Enniskean,  co.  Cork. 
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THE  "OLD  THATCHED  HOUSE," 
HODDESDON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  a  small  paragraph  which 
may  be  interesting  to  some  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishinq  Oazetfe. — Yours  truly,    E.  G.  Marshall. 

Forest  Hill,  S.E. 

[Here  is  the  cutting  from  some  local  paper  which 
Mr.  Marshall  kindly  sends: — 

"Trb  'Old  Thatched  House.' — Archisologists 
and  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  will  be  interested  in 
the  subjoined  item  of  news.  Messrs.  Christie  and  Co. 
are  carrying  out  extensive  alterations  in  the 
enlargement  of  their  office-i  and  the  improvement  of 
the  facjade  of  the  building.  Many  visitors  to 
Hoddesdon,  and  even  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
inquire  as  to  the  site  of  the  '  Old  Thatched  House,' 
which  Izaak  Walton,  when  fishing  in  his  favourite 
Lee,  invariably  visited  in  the  company  of  his  friend, 
Sir  Henry  Wootton,  for  his  '  morning  cup  of  ale.' 
When  excavatinw  under  the  projecting  porch  in 
front  of  the  offic  s,  now  pulled  down  (the  'Old 
Thatched  House '  was  where  the  offices  now  are), 
directly  underneath  was  found  the  slide-down  used 
in  old-fashioned  houses  for  lowering  the  barrels 
into  the  cellar,  and  below  are  the  old  vaulted 
cellars.  The  pecu'iarity  about  them  is  the  old 
brickwork,  and  although  since  modernised  some- 
what, the  opportunity  of  inspecting  them  should 
not  be  missed  by  lovers  of  archseology  and  devotees 
of  Izaak  Wa'ton." 

I  am  afraid  the  writer  of  the  paragraph  has  drawn 
on  his  imagination  for  this  picture  of  Walton  and 
"  Wootton  "  taking  their  morning  ale  together  at 
Hoddesdon . — E  d  .  ] 

FISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  reailers  tell 
me  what  fishing  thera  is  at  Ilfracombe  in  August 
either  in  the  sea  or  in  streams  (trout,  sea-trout,  etc.)  ? 
Also  what  is  the  b?st  mode  of  fishing  for  sea  fish 
with  a  rod — trolling  or  fly  or  spinning  ?  I  prefer  the 
fly  if  it  is  any  good. — Youra  truly, 

J.  A.  P.  Crompton. 


NON-RISING  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Green  Wren  "  raises  an  interesting 
subject  in  your  columns  with  reference  to  the  feeding 
instiacts  of  trout,  but  his  proposal  is  not  of  a  very 
practicable  nature,  and  it  is  hardly  correct  to  assume 
that  stock  is  brad,  as  a  rule,  from  wild  fish  caught 
at  the  end  of  the  season.  The  most  advanced  pisci- 
culturists breed  thg  parent  fish  with  great  care, 
and  generations  of  them  have  hai  no  acquaintance 
with  the  angler's  lures  ;  in  addition,  the  young  stock 
are  in  most  instances  grown  in  fenced  off  streams 
where  they  learn  to  rise  to  surface  food  with  the 
greatest  freedom,  and  should  make  good  school- 
masters to  the  backward  risers  in  whatever  water 
they  may  be  placed. — Yours  truly, 

Berkshire, 


FISHING  IN  CORNWALL  IN  SEPTEMBER, 

Dear  Sir, — I  hope  to  spend  September  in  the 
north  of  Cornwall,  near  St.  Gennys. 

I  should  be  glad  of  any  information  as  to  fishing 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  what  flies  and  tackle 
would  ba  required. 

Would  there  be  any  peal  fishing  in  the  Camel  at 
that  time,  and  if  so  where  would  be  the  best  place 
to  go  to  ?  Would  wading  be  necessary  ? — Yours 
truly,  J.  W. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  grateful  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  would  inform  me  whether  there  is  any 
fly  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  latter  part  of  July  and 
in  August  within,  say,  a  fifty  miles'  raduis  of 
Morgins-les-Bains,  in  the  Valais  Canton,  Switzer- 
land. The  nearest  station,  I  believe,  is  Monthey, 
I  am  anxious  to  hear  of  three  or  four  places,  if 
possible,  where  decent  sport  and  fair  accommoda- 
tion could  be  got  for  a  few  days,  and  should  like 
further  to  know  what  flies  would  be  best  to  take. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

W.  J.  H. 


WEIGHTS  OF  RODS. 

Dear  Sir. — As  one  who  takes  a  great  interest  in 
the  improvements  in  fishing  tackle,  and  particularly 
of  rods,  I  would  like  to  ask  you  if  when  you  publish 
the  results  of  the  fly  casting  competitions  you  will 
al  o  give  us  the  weights  of  the  rods.  If  it  is  of 
importance  to  a  trout  fisher  whether  his  rod  weighs 
5o/,.  or  lOoz.  it  is  much  more  important  to  a  salmon 
fii^her  whether  his  rod  weighs  21b.  or  31b.  Personally, 
being  of  slight  build,  and  not  being  willing  to  put 
up  with  a  loss  in  casting  power,  I  have  as  yet  found 


nothing  for  the  weight  to  equal  a  spliced  rod,  and 
I  prefer  to  spend  five  minutes  in  wrapping  in  the 
tape  or  wax-end  to  toiling  all  day  with  a  heavier 
rod.  The  difference  in  balance  which  a  heavy 
ferrule  makes  at  a  distance  of,  say,  12ft.  from  the 
butt  in  a  double-handed  rod  is  considerable,  but 
how  much  it  lessens  the  casting  power  I  cannot  say. 
If  you  can  spare  time  to  publish  the  weights  of  the 
rods  I,  and  I  daresay  many  more,  will  feel  indebted 
to  you.  I  hope  to  be  present  at  the  competition  on 
July  22  as  an  interested  spectator,  and  trust  it  will 
be  an  unqualiGed  success.— Yours  truly,  J.  T.  D. 

fl  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  give  the  lengths  and 
weights  of  all  the  fly  rods,  but  "  J.  T.  D."  must  bear 
in  mind  that  a  lOoz.  rod  may  really  be  lighter 
to  fish  with  than  a  5oz.  rod.  It  all  depends 
how  thn  weight  is  dist'ibutfd.  I  do  not  think 
the  additional  weight  of  a  ferrule  can  make  any 
practical  difference  in  the  strain  on  the  arms  in 
using'  a  rod. — Ed.] 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  NEAR 
MANCHESTER. 

Dkar  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  advise  me  of  some  good  coarse  fishing  within 
eapy  reach  of  Manchester  ?  Either  river,  canal,  or 
lake  fishing  will  suit  me.  If  you  can  recommend  a 
club  with  good  water  I  shall  be  very  glad  — Yours 
truly,  Theo  KOrner. 


FISHING  AT  LAUNCESTON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  T. 
Prout,  there  is  very  good  trout  fishing  near 
Launcestr>n,  both  in  the  Inney  and  the  Tamar, 
also  the  Bude  Canal.  Permission  will  have  to  be 
dbtained  from  the  various  proprietors — Mr.  Coode, 
of  Pollapit,  Launceston,  for  the  Tamar,  and  Mr. 
C.  Arohpr  for  the  Inney.  There  is  also  some  coarse 
fishing  in  the  Bude  Canal. — Yours  truly, 

William  Heabder. 


A  FEW  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sip, — It  is  something  like  twenty  years 
since  I  first  began  to  buy  the  Fishing  Oazetle,  but 
I  do  not  remember  iaver  to  have  sent  you  a  question 
before.  If  you  will  accept  that  as  my  apology  for 
troubling  you  now  I  would  like  to  fire  off  a  quiver- 
ful of  queries.  No  doubt  ray  questions  will  seem 
to  you  somewhat  elementary  after  the  abstruse 
riddles  that  you  are  called  upon  to  solve  week  by 
week,  but  they  deal  with  real  practical  difficulties 
which  I  have  not  been  able  to  master  myself. 

1.  When  ought  you  to  strike  when  ledgering  with 
a  lob  ?  At  the  first  pull,  or  should  you  wait  awhile  ? 
I  find  that  if  I  strike  at  once  I  miss,  and  if  I  wait 
the  fish  often  fails  to  repeat  the  knock. 
_  2.  When  fly  fishing  for  roach  what  is  the  proper 
sized  fly  to  use  ?  I  have  hitherto  used  small  trout 
flies,  but  the  big  roach  do  not  seem  to  rise  to  them. 
When  I  have  used  good-sized  flies  I  have  failed  to 
hook  the  smaller  fish.  Up  to  the  present  I  have 
done  best  with  White  Tag  and  Red  Spinner,  but  I 
am  new  to  fly  fishing  for  coarse  fish. 

3.  Should  the  line  for  dry-fly  fishing  be  dressed 
or  undressed  ?  Is  a  tapered  line  really  better  than 
a  parallel  line  ? 

4.  Is  it  legal  to  fish  the  Suffolk  Stour  between 
sunset  and  sunrise  ? 

5.  Can  any  angler  cast  straight  against  a  brisk 
breeze  ?    I  never  saw  it  done. 

By  the  way,  I  do  not  agree  with  your  contributor 
that  gentles  are  no  use  in  the  Waveney.  I  have  a 
case  of  roach,  running  from  IJlb.  to  Iflb.,  that  I 
caught  with  gentles  at  Beccles  in  September,  1902. 
Paste  was  useless  on  that  occasion,  though  I  gave 
it  a  good  trial,  as  I  never  use  gentles  if^  I  can 
avoid  it. 

Was  there  not  a  misprint  in  the  par  on  herling 
last  week,  or  did  you  insert  it  as  a  joke  ?  I  thought 
herling  were  quite  a  distinct  species.  If  not,  how 
is  it  they  are  never  seen  in  some  salmon  rivers  ? 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

Whitk  Tag. 


THE  WAY  WE  FISH  NOW. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — A  few  days  ago  I  picked  up 
a  weeklyodical  which  happened  to  be  lying  open  in 
front  of  me.  "Greenwell'a  Glory"  was  the  heading 
that  aroused  my  curiosity.  The  story  tells  of  a 
young  Sassenach  who  had  been  invited  to  make 
one  of  an  angling  party  at  a  highland  lodge.  His 
previous  experience  was  absolutely  nil,  so  he 
prefers  to  make  his  first  attempt  unfettered  by  the 
advice  of  keeper  or  ghillie. 

Up  to  a  certain  hour  his  catch  consisted  of  his 
coat,  many  bu9he?,.and  a  duck  !  Eventually  he 
becomes  a  trespasser  on  the  waters  adjoining  those 
of  his  host ;  here  he  has  the  luck  to  meet  a  divine 


damsel  wandering  also  rod  in  hand  and  unattended. 
Though  she  is  the  daughter^of  the  peer  on  to  whose 
lands  the  neophyte  has  strayed,  she  takes  pity 
on  his  ignorance  and  becomes  instructress.  She 
examines  hia  cast  of  flies,  condemns  it,  and  speedily 
putting  up  a  fresh  one  gaily  tells  her  pupil  to  "  fire 
away."  At  the  first  cast  the  pupil  hooks  a  fish 
which  his  teacher  instantly  proclaims  to  be  a 
salmon — "a  salmon  on  a  GreenweH's  Glory  and  a 
12ft.  trout  rod  !" 

The  fish  kindly  sulks ;  the  damsel  flies  off  for  a 
gaff.  On  her  return  the  fish  is  still  in  the  same 
place.  Then  she  drops  a  stone  on  to  it,  which  haa 
the  effect  of  putting  the  mighty  tail  into  rapid 
action  as  it  propels  its  owner  with  a  silvery  rush  to 
the  surface,  where  it  stays  until  the  fair  ghillie  haa 
gaffed  it.  "Twenty  pounds  if  he's  an  ounce!" 
exclaims  she.  To  which  her  pupil  replies  :  "  Well, 
if  it  hadn't  been  for  you  he  would  have  bust  me 
up  !  "  "Then  take  him  home  with  you  in  triumph, 
for  no  one  will  have  caught  a  finer  fish  to-day." 
The  angler  obeys  orders,  and  eventually  arrives  at 
Iris  lodge  plus  a  very  heavy  bag  of  trout.  Here  he 
finds  that  the  prophecy  of  his  instructress  was 
fulfilled,  "for  his  grilse  was  far  away  the  best  fish 
caught  that  day." 

Now,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  out  of  the  depths  of  your 
long  experience  can  you  give  me  a  hint  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  this  river  that  holds  grilse  of  201b. 
in  weight,  and  of  so  confiding  a  nature  that  when 
struck  with  a  stone  they  will  come  and  lie  on  the 
surface  until  they  are  gaffed  ?  It  would  be  nice  to 
get  leave  for  a  few  days  on  it,  especially  if  the  tall 
angel  in  the  tweed  suit  with  the  "big  brown  eyes" 
and  "the  small  white  hands"  (strong  but  sunburnt) 
is  still  giving  lessons  in  the  gentle  art  to  trespasaers 
on  the  domains  of  her  noble  father. — Yours  truly, 

A.  G, 

[If  "  A.  G."  is  at  the  Fly  Casting  Tournament  he 
may  see  the  lady  and  get  to  know  where  she  fishes. 
—Ed.] 


DOUBLE  HOOK  MIDGES. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Val  Condon  "  mentions  my  name  in 
his  article  "More  Jottings."  I  still  say  that,  for 
river  fishing  with  an  artificial  fly,  I,  myself,  prefer 
a  single  hook  to  "doubles."  I  simply  abominate 
hooks  tied  as  "doubles"  above  No.  1.  Nor  do  I 
love  them  over-much  dressed  even  on  No.  1 
(Kendal  scale),  and  I  never  use  them  mjfself. 

But  I  do  not  presume,  therefore,  to  say  that  they 
are  to  be  condemned  who  think  otherwise  than 
I  do. 

My  fce'.ing  is  precisely  this.  Where  the  single 
hook  is  large  enough  to  meet  aU  the  requirements, 
I  think  it  is  more  delightful  to  have  one's  fliea 
dressed  with  a  single  hook. 

Now,  No.  0 — and  still  more  00 — are  very  apt  to 
miss  used  singly,  hence  the  benefit  of  having  these 
small  sizes  tied  as  doubles. 

It  is  quite  beyond  doubt  that,  properly  dressed 
and  fished  with  due  judgment,  as, wet  flies  (for  I 
pretend  to  no  knowledge  of  them  when  fi-hed  dry), 
they  "take  in"  an  old  and  cunning  trout — and 
what  is  more,  once  they  hook  him,  they  hold  their 
grip  wonderfully  well.  At  least,  such  is  my  own 
experience,  and  I  think,  sir,  I  may  add,  that  it  has 
been  your  own  ? 

"Val  Conson "  speaks  of  their  use  not  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  b<it  in  Germany  and  in  Norway, 
and  if  he  likesi  them,  why  I  that  ends  the  matter. 
In  such  details  "  every  roan  is  a  law  unto  himself." 
I  only  suggest  that  the  increased  use  of  trout  flies 
tied  as  "doubles"  above  No.  0  does  not  appeal  to 
me  as  an  old  sportsman, 'and  I  should  never  advise 
any  learner  to  use  them, — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


FISHING  AT  MELROSE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Brown  Turkey's"  letter 
in  your  issue  of  July  16,  there  are  about  two  miles 
of  free  brown  trout  fishing,  both  banks,  at  Melrose 
itself,  and  other  stretches  above  (and,  I  think, 
below)  within  easy  reach  by  rail  or  cycle ;  also  on 
upper  waters  of  the  Leader,  which  joins  the  Tweed 
just  below  Melrose.  But  all  open  water  is  over- 
fished, and  poached  by  mill-hands,  etc.,  from  neigh- 
bouring towns.  Permission  for  private  water  I 
balieve  is  not  easy  to  obtain. 

I  regret  I  can  say  nothing  about  flies  for  August, 
never  having  been  there  at  that  time ;  I  should 
think  it  is  too  late  for  good  sport.  Waders  and  a 
short  rod  we  generally  used  there. 

Hoping  this  small  amount  of  information  may  be 
of  use  to  "  Brown  Turkey." — Yours  truly, 

G.  E.  Thompson. 

Aravon,  Bray,  co.  Wicklow. 

P.S. — Salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  strictly  pre- 
served. If  I  can  assist  '•  Brown  Turkey  "  in  the 
way  of  further  details,  I  hope  he  will  write  to  me. 

{Several  lettera  art  unavoidtibly  hdd  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR: 


The  Tournament. 

What  I  found  fault  with  most  about  the  Tourna- 
ment, and  I  think  most  of  those  present  will  agree 
with  me,  was  that  it  was  impossible  to  be  in  two 
places  at  once,  consequently  one  missed  seeing 
some  of  the  competitions,  and  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned I  hope  that  on  the  next  occasion  it  will  be 
possible  to  arrange  that  all  the  competitions  will  be 
consecutive.  Of  course,  this  means  that  more  time 
must  be  allowed. 

Peactical  Value  of  these  Tottrnaments. 

It  is  only  natural  that  one  of  the  criticisms  one 
heard  perhaps  most  frequently  was  that  the  affair 
i.s  not  fishing.  The  natural  reply  to  this  is  that  it  is 
not  intended  to  be,  and  the  reply  to  the  question, 
"  Then  what  is  the  good  of  it  all  ?  "  is,  in  my 
opinion,  this  : — It  is  beyond  question  that  the  prac- 
tical result  of  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournaments 
which  have  been  held  in  this  country,  and  much  more 
frequently  in  America,  has  been  such  an  improve- 
ment in  rods,  reels,  and  Unes  as  would  have  been 
impossible  without  them.  Also  such  an  improve- 
ment in  various  methods  of  casting  and  the  making 
them  known  as  would  have  been  impossible  without 
them.  Although  long  casting  of  itself  is  of  little 
value  unless  the  angler  can  fish  as  well  as  make  long 
casts,  the  evidence  of  what  can  be  done  by  experts, 
both  amateur  and  professional,  has  encouraged 
anglers  generally  to  become  more  proficient. 
Although  few  records  were  broken  it  will  be  seen  that 
BB  far  as  the  fly-fishing  was  concerned  there  was, 
generally  speaking,  a  decided  improvement  both  in 
the  style  of  casting  and  in  the  length  of  line  cast. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  pretty  evident  that  in  future 
fthe  angler  who  wants  to  get  anywhere  near  the 
prizes  must  pay  special  attention  to  all  those  things 
•which  have  brought  success  to  others ;  he  must  be 
able  to  give  time  to  train  and  practice,  and  find  out 
the  best  rods  and  lines  for  the  purpose.  The  objec- 
tion is  that  the  straining  after  records  means  the  use 
of  rods  and  lines  which  are  not  suited  to  fishing ; 
this  will  cure  itself  in  time,  because  it  will  mean  that 
tha,  angler  who  cannot  give  the  time  necessary  to 

rain,  etc.,  will  not  enter  against  experts,  and  this 


will  mean  that  competitions  will  be  arranged  in 
which  the  conditions  will  bo  framed  from  the  fishing 
rather  than  the  distance  casting  point  of  view.  Rods 
and  fines  will  have  to  come  down  in  weight,  and  we 
must  have  more  competitions  in  which  the  diffi- 
culties met  with  in  actual  fishing  are  brought  in 
instead  of  lieing  eliminated. 

The  Salmon  Fly  Casting. 

It  is  not  many  years  ago  since  the  late  Francis 
Francis,  when  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  regarded 
the  celebrated  40-yard  cast  with  a  salmon  fly,  made 
by  Pat  Hearns,  of  BaUina,  as  something  pheno- 
menal. In  fact,  although  it  was  witnessed  and 
attested  by  anglers  of  the  highest  standing,  Pat's 
cast  never  got  the  credit  it  deserved.  Nowadays 
the  flies  of  amateurs  wing  their  flight  to  Pat's  limit 
and  even  beyond  it,  while  professional  anglers  have 
added  over  10  yards  to  the  score.  Mr.  J.  Enright, 
at  the  Wimbledon  Tournament  of  May  9,  1896,  cast 
49  yards  on  water ;  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  on  Aug.  12, 
1895,  at  Scarborough,  cast  46  yards  2ft.  2in.  on 
grass ;  and  Mr.  Grant,  of  Inverness,  just  over  50  yards.- 
I  saw  and  measured  Mr.  Grant's  cast  myself  on  the 
Thames  at  the  Kingston  Tournament ;  it  was  done 
with  a  modification  of  the  Spey  cast  and  his  green- 
heart  "  Vibration rod  on  almost  dead  water,  and, 
in  its  way,  it  was  the  finest  cast  I  ever  saw,  so  softly 
and  quietly  did  the  fine  and  fly  fall  that  it  was  more 
like  a  dry-fly  cast.  Although  there  is  always  sure 
to  be  someone  at  one's  elbow  to  whisper  that  it  is 
"  not  fishing,"-  there  is  something  very  fascinating 
about  a  clean,  well-made  long  cast.  In  theory  we 
all  know  exactly  how  it  is  done,  and  can  do  it  in  our 
dreams,  but  when  it  comes  to  the  actual  making  of  a 
40-yard  salmon  cast  we  find  it  is  quite  another  pair 
of  boots.  It  was  rather  disappointing  to  find  that 
Mr.  Enright  and  Mr.  Hardy  could  not  beat  their 
own  salmon  fly  records,  and  were  yards  behind  what 
they  can  easily  do  in  practice.  At  the  Wimbledon 
Tournament  Mr.  Enright  was  supposed  to  have 
made  his  great  cast  of  49  yards  with  a  terror  of  a 
rod.  When  I  was  asked  by  the  Crystal  Palace 
authorities  to  make  arrangements  for  another  fly  and 
bait  casting  tournament  I  remembered  the  outcry 
about  Mr.  Enright's  rod,  and  I  suggested  to  the 
committee  that  we  should  limit  the  length  of  salmon 
rods  to  18ft.  and  the  weight  to  52oz.  I  was 
convinced  that  52oz.  was  far  more  than  necessary, 
but  the  thing  was  not  to  exclude  Mr.  Enright — 
he  had  agreed  to  the  length,  but  thought  the  weight 
should  be  unrestricted.  As  the  time  for  sending  in 
entries  was  coming  to  an  end,  and  Mr.  Enright 
made  no  sign,  I  was  beginning  to  fear  the 
joUy  popular  Irish  champion  would  not  enter 
because  his  rod  was  too  heavy.  We  all  know 
that  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  had  been  very  properly 
advocating  restriction  as  to  length  and  weight 
of  salmon  rods,  and  if  he  had  been  opposed  to  a 
spht  cane  champion  we  should  have  reduced  the 
weight,  but  greenheart  is  not  spht  cane.  As  Mr. 
Hardy  very  truly  says,  when  a  fimit  in  weight  is 
fixed  you  will  find  most  rods  approach  it  very 
nearly — that  is,  where  power  in  a  rod  can  only  be 
got  by  putting  the  stuff  into  it,  which  means  weight. 
(Here  is  where  our  American  friends  have  beaten  us 
in  the  past ;  they  have  known  how  to  get  the 
maximum  of  power  with  the  minimum  of  weight.) 
Consequently,  expecting  Mr.  Enright  would  use  a 
52oz.  rod  he  (Mr.  Hardy)  used  one,  and  the  joke 
is  that  Mr.  Enright  comes  with  a  lighter  rod  and 
— takes  the  prize.  The  curious  thing  is  that  with 
the  same  rod  he  was  using  at  the  tournament,  a 
52oz.  split  cane,  I  have  seen  Mr.  Hardy  not  once, 
but  scores  of  times,  do  over  50  yards.  He  did  not 
on  Friday  last  always  stick  to  his  own  rule  of 
getting  your  fly  well  up  in  the  air  behind — it  seemed 
to  be  dashed  down  by  a  cross  wind  at  the  back ;  his 
nephew  and  pupil  kept  his  line  up  beautifully,  so 
did  Mr.  Mills,  and  Mr.  Enright's  back  casts  seemed 
from  the  judges'  boat  to  be  all  as  clean  behind  as  the 
forward  casta — and  yet  his  fly  in  his  winning  cast 
must  have  travelled  nearly  100  yards  from  rear  to 
front. 

The  particulars  as  regards  lengths  and  weights 
of  rods  given  in  this  tournament  make  the  report 
much  more  interesting  and  valuable  in  my  opinion. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Kent  deserves  our  hearty  thanks  for 
the  great  care  with  which  he  fulfilled  his  important 
duty  as  official  measurer  and  weigher. 

In  the  professional  salmon  fly  casting  everyone 
admired  the  good  form  shown  by  Miss  Newham ; 
in  fact,  in  all  the  competitions  she  entered  for  she 
did  great  credit  to  her  father's  teaching.  I  did  not 
see-anyone  who  kept  their  back-Unes  up  so  cleanly 


as  Miss  Newham  and  Mr.  L.  Hardy.  In  addition 
to  the  prize  awarded  last  Saturday,  I  hope  wo  may 
be  able  to  give  Miss  Newham  a  silver  cup,  as  I  am 
sure  she  deserved  it. 

The  Teotjt  Fly  Casting; 

It  is  difficult  to  compare  records  of  this  Tour- 
nament with  others  as  the  limit  in  weight  of  rods 
is  a  new  factor.  Mr.  Enright's  cast  of  34  yards 
2  feet  with  trout  fly  rod  is  probably  a  record.- 
Mr.  Shrubsole  did  30  yards  on  May  9,  1896.  'Sir. 
L.  Hardy  did  31  yards  with  his  right  hand  in 
Competition  N,  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw  30  yards,- 
which  is,  I  believe,  the  best  amateur  record  for 
this  country.  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  in  this  N  Com- 
petition, made  casts  of  27,  28,  and  29  feet;  his 
style  interested  me  very  much,  it  was  very  clean 
and  quick,  the  line  travelling  just  above  his  head 
in  a  perfectly  straight  line  backwards  and  for- 
wards. The  casts  were  made  so  quickly  that  in 
some  of  them  the  fly  did  not  touch  the  water,  and 
the  judges  had  to  ask  Mr.  Mills  to  allow  it  to  do 
so.  In  the  forward  cast  the  whole  strain 
came  on  the  bent  rod  thrust  forward  as 
if  it  was  a  rapier  and  Mr.  Mills  was  lunging 
at  another  man's  head.  When  the  line  was  going 
backwards  and  forwards  it,  -with  the  angler, 
reminded  one  of  the  letter  T,  Mr.  Mills  being  the 
down  stroke.  Mr.  Hewitt's  style  was  much  the 
same.  The  Ambidextrous  Competition  N  was  the 
first  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  had,  and  was  very 
interesting,  some  of  the  competitors  doing  nearly 
as  well  with  the  left  as  with  the  right  hand.  In 
the  hght  rod  competition  I  rather  expected  to  see 
the  Americans  win.  but  fortunately  our  rods  and 
anglers  proved  equal  to  the  occasion.  Many 
visitors  took  more  interest  in  the  fly  casting 
competition  for  accuracy  and  deUcacy  than  in  any 
other,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  this  and  similar 
"fishing'-  competitions  would  be  encouraged  in 
future,  as  against  mere  distance  casting. 

It  was  a  great  pity  that  Mr.  Enright's  and  Mr.- 
Newham' s  casts  in  the  professional  trout  fly  com- 
petition had  to  be  disqualified  because  their  rods 
exceeded  the  limit.  One  of  Mr,  Enright's  casts  in 
this  competition  (C)  is  the  longest  ever  done  in 
this  country,  but  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  was  only  2ft.- 
behind,  and  in  the  aggregate  of  his  three  best  casts 
he  beat  Mr.  Enright,  and  would  have  won  first 
prize  even  if  Mr.  Enright  had  not  been  disqualified. 

Mr.-  Enright  and  Mr.  Newham  asked  me  if  they 
might  cast  again,  as  they  quite  thought  their  rods 
were  of  correct  length ;  and  as  the  excess  was  so 
trifling,  not  an  inch,  I  said  I  thought  they  could, 
subjecttothe  decision  of  the  committee  afterwardsj 
Of  course  they  would  not  have  been  allowed  to 
count  more  than  they  had  made  in  their  first 
attempts,  and  less  if  they  did  not  equal  their  first 
attempts;  but  as  some  of  the  competitors  objected 
to  their  being  allowed  to  cast  again  with  rods  of 
the  right  length,  there  was  no  help  for  it  but  to 
disquaUfy  them. 

One  thing  appears  [to  be  estabUshed,  namely, 
that  heavy  lines  were  used  iby  all  the  competitors 
in  the  long  distance  trout  fly  castsj  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  what  a  heavy  line  Mr.-  E.-  J.  ISIills 
used  with  his  5|oz;  "Leonard,"  the  top  joint  of 
which  is  certainly  much  slighter  than  those  used 
in  any  of  the  5foz.  made  in  this  country,  and  the 
wonder  is  it  stands  the  strain. 

The  Bait  Casting. 

A  little  study  of  the  results  -nill  show  that  the 
chief  novelty  in  the  bait  casting  was  the  use  of  the 
"  Silex '-  reel  in  competition  with  the  Nottingham 
reel  and  its  success ;  also  it  was  the  first  time  that 
an  American  multipUer  casting  reel  had  been  used 
in  our  tournaments.  The  "Silex'-  reel  has  re- 
cently been  improved  by  Messrs.  Hardy,  and  it  is 
now  made  with  a  very  delicate  adjustable  check 
which  permits  casts  like  those  made  by  Messrs.- 
Hardy,  H.  W.  Little,  J.  T.  Emery,  and  C.  H. 
Wheeley  to  be  made  without  the  necessity  for 
controlling  the  reel  -with  the  hand  in  any  way 
except  just  at  the  start.  I  am  not  surprised  that 
Mr.  Hardy  is  well  satisfied  with  the  results  attained 
with  the  "Silex,''  and  also  with  his  grand  rods. 
The  Nottingham  anglers  did  some  splendid  casting 
from  the  reel,  both  -with  one  and  with  two  hands, 
not  only  for  distance  but  for  delicacy  and  accuracy 
— real  fishing  casts.  They  were  admittedly  sur- 
prised at  the  success  of  the  "  Silex,'-  and  there  is 
no  doubt  before  long  we  shall  see  the  favourite  old 
Nottingham  reel  made  -with  some  adjustable  silent 
delicate  check,  so  that  casts  may  be  made  without 
controlling  the  reel  (after  the  start)  with  the  hand. 

[2] 
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I  noticed  thab  one  or  two  anglers  cast  from  an 
ordinary  Nottingham  with  the  check  on,  the  reel 
gcreaming  like  a  seagull  in  a  storm,  but  this 
would  soon  wear  out  the  works.:  It  also  stops 
the  revolving  of  the  reel  too  soon; 

It  was  a  great  disappointment  to  me  not  to  be 
able  to  see  many  of  the  bait  casting  competitions 
in  consequence  of  the  fly  casting  being  on  at  the 
game  time^ 

Mr.  E,  J.  Mills, 

When  writing  an  "Occasional  Note"-  last  week, 
in  which  I  said  it  was  a  plucky  thing  for  Mr. 
E.  J.  Mills  to  come  3000  miles  to  compete  here.  I 
was  quite  under  the  impression  he  had  come  on 
purpose,  but  as  will  be  seen  from  this  letter  he 
was  ordered  here  for  his  health : — 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  see  by  your  paper 
that  I  came  3000  miles  to  compete  in  the  Touma- 
mentj  This  is  not  strictly  accurate,  for  it  was 
recommended  by  my  physician  that  in  order  to 
avert  a  nervous  coUapse  I  take  a  sea  voyage, 
and  it  was  because  of  my  health  I  came  to 
England,  and  as  I  was  here  I  decided  to  do  a  little 
casting  and  had  father  send  over  my  rods,  so 
please  deny  any  assertion  that  I  came  here  to 
cast ;  as  if  anyone  came  to  represent  America  and 
Americans  at  their  best,  it  would  be  some  one 
with  far  greater  strength  and  casting  ability  than 
—Yours  truly,  Edward  James  Mills. 

i'  London,  July  26." 

A  Note  from  a  Tournament  Competitor. 

^  I  wanted  to  say  something  myself  about  the  very 
good  spirit  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  shown  by 
most  of  the  competitors,  but  it  is  so  well  done  in  a 
private  note  I  have  received  from  one  of  them  (Mr. 
Hayward)  that  I  hope  he  will  pardon  me  for  repro- 
ducing what  he  says  : — "  Perhaps  you  will  not  mind 
my  saying  that  I  was  very  much  struck  by  the  sports- 
manlike spirit  displayed  by  everyone — both  the 
competitors  and  those  in  authority — at  the  com- 
petitions, and  by  the  thoroughly  good  arrange- 
ments that  had  been  made,  and  I  think  it  speaks 
well  for  the  angling  fraternity  that  each  competitor 
appeared  to  be  so  ready  to  help  his  opponent  and 
obUge  him  with  rods  or  tackle."- 

When,  in  the  Ambidextrous  Competition,  I  broke 
my  favourite  old  Braddell  greenheart  rod,  with  which 
I  have  often  cast  over  25  yards  on  the  Test  and 
Itchen,  Mr.  Shaw  and  others  at  once  most  kindly 
offered  to  lend  me  their  rods,  but  I  knew  Mr.  Shaw's 
was  too  powerful  for  my  wrist.  I  congratulate 
Mr.  Shaw  on  his  great  success,  which  was  well 
deserved. 

Mr.  Muir's  casting  in  both  salmon  and  trout 
competitions  was  deservedly  admired.- 

R.  B.  Marstonj 


THE  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOURNAMENT  AT  THE  CRYSTAL 
PALACE,  JULY  22  AND  JULY  23. 


In  lovely  weather  the  Tenth  International  Fly 
and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  was  held  last  Friday 
and  Saturday  on  the  Intermediate  Lake  and  on 
the  old  Archery  Ground  at  the  Crystal  Palace.  We 
hope  to  give  with  the  following  report  some  photo- 
graphs of  the  afiair  which  will  interest  those  who 
were  present  as  well  as  those  who  were  not.  Although 
the  attendance  was  not  at  any  time  very  large  it  was 
pretty  evident  that  those  who  came  were  keenly 
interested.  It  was  hoped  that  three  American 
anglers  would  be  present,  but  one  of  the  Messrs. 
Hewitt  was  unfortunately  not  well  enough  to 
attend.  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  son  of  Mr.  Wm.  Mills,  of 
New  York,  made  a  very  favourable  impression  by 
the  modest  but  plucky  manner  in  which  he  cast  in 
no  less  than  seven  competitions.  Mr.  MiUs  is 
visiting  Europe  on  account  'of  his  health ;  we 
heard  from  a  friend  of  his  that  most  of  the  time  he 
was  sufEering  greatly  from  facial  neuralgia.  He  won 
several  prizes. 

As  far  as  we  were  able  to  judge,  competitors  as 
well  as  spectators  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  Committee ;  the  only 
complaints  were  that  there  were  no  seats,  and 
that  on  the  lake  there  was  something  wrong 
about  the  wind  —  it  was  a  fishy  or  fish-tail 
wind,  and  often  drove  the  back  cast  to  the  left 
or  drowned  it.  The  Crystal  Palace  staff  provided 
the  best  casting  platform  and  measuring  board  that 


we  have  ever  had,  and  the  measuring  tapes  and 
boundary  Unes  for  the  bait  casting  having  been  pro- 
vided and  the  court  laid  out  by  Mr.  Emery,  the 
hon.  secretary,  it  is  needless  to  say  they  were  perfect ; 
in  fact,  we  should  want  a  column  to  do  justice  to  the 
hard  and  enthusiastic  manner  in  which  Mr.  Emery 
worked  out  all  the  details,  and  we  can  assure  him 
that  his  exertions  were  thoroughly  appreciated. 
It  is  not  suggested  that  some  improvements  could 
not  have  been  made  if  we  had  had  time  to  carry  out 
the  competitions  consecutively,  instead  of  simul- 
taneously in  some  cases,  but  this  was  absolutely 
unavoidable  in  view  of  the  great  number  of  entries 
and  the  hmited  time — there  were  over  two  hundred 
entries — and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  hearty  and 
tireless  manner  in  which  the  honorary  officials  of  the 
tournament  worked,  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  finish  the  competitions  in  time. 

At  the  time  of  writing  we  have  not  been  able  to 
compare  the  records  with  those  of  previous  tourna- 
ments, but  it  is  certain  that  very  few  were 
broken.  As  several  changes  had  to  be  made  in  the 
judges  and  timekeepers  at  the  last  moment,  it  is 
possible  some  errors  have  crept  into  the  report  as 
regards  their  names,  and  wo  shall  be  very  glad  if 
they  will  correct  them.  Also  we  fear  that  some 
records  of  weights,  lengths,  and  kinds  of  rods  and 
makers  got  mislaid,  and  if  this  proves  to  have  been 
the  case  we  beg  competitors  who  notice  omissions 
to  let  us  have  particulars.  Mr.  A.  C.  Kent  took 
infinite  pains  in  getting  these  particulars  as 
regards  the  fly  rods,  and  it  will  be  a  great  dis- 
appointment if  the  missing  sheet  does  not  turn  up. 

RESULTS  OF  FRIDAY'S  COMPETITIONS, 
July  22,  1904. 


COMPETITION^A. 

12  o'clock. 

Salmon  Fly  Casting.    Any  Style. — Professionals. 

Rule. —The  gut  cast  must  be  either  single,  double, 
or  treble  gut,  separately  or  in  combination,  but 
must  not  be  more  than  three  or  less  than  two  yards 
in  length.  The  fly  attached  must  be  a  light  coloured 
fly,  not  smaller  than  ^in.  from  bend  of  hook  to 
end  of  shank.  The  rod  must  not  exceed  18ft.  in 
length,  or  52oz.  in  weight.  The  time  allowed  to 
each  competitor  for  casting,  five  minutes  after 
being  called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges. 

First  prize,  £3,  three  best  casts  ;  second  prize,  £2, 
second  three  best  casta  ;  third  prize,  cup  value  208., 
third  three  best  casts. 

Judges — Messrs.  L.  ^Graham-Clarke  and  R.  B. 
Marston. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  J.  Powles  West. 

*^*  The  particulars  of  rods  in  the  Fly  Casting 
Competitions  are  from  Mr.  A.  C.  Kent's  notes,  taken 
when  he  weighed  and  measured  them  after  each  com- 
petitor had  cast. 

fVimnPtitor  Distance'in  Yards  Aggregate  of 

tompetitor.  j-^g^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

A.  Newham  29  29  30  88yd. 

E.J.Mills...  37  37i  37  ,  111yd.  lift. 

J.Enright...  48-2  48-1  49  146yd. 

G.  Hoyle  ...  34 J  35  35  104yd.  lift. 
J.  J.  Hardy  43  43  44  130yd. 

Result — J.  Enright,  first ;  J.  J.  Hardy,  second  ; 

E.  J.  Mills,  third.  (Mr.  Mills  will  have  cup  in  place 
of  money  for  the  prizes  he  won.) 

In  this  competition  Mr.  Newham  used  a  16ft.  6in. 
Hardy  steel  centre  split  rod,  weighing  43oz.  ; 
Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  an  18ft.  Leonard  split  cane,  weigh- 
ing 32oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Enright,  an  18ft.  greenheart 
spliced  rod,  weighing  43Joz. ;  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  a 
17ft.  11  ^in.  Hardy  split  cane  steel  centre,  weigh- 
ing 52oz. 

Competition  B.  ' 
1.0  p.m. 

Salmon  Fly  Casting.    Any  style. — Amateurs. 

Rule. — Same  as  Competition  A. 

First  prize,  a  silver  cigarette  box,  value  £7  lOs., 
three  best  casts;  second  prize,  an  18ft.  salmon  rod, 
value  £3  38.,  presented  by  Messrs.  Enright  and  Sons, 
second  three  best. 

Judges — Messrs.  L.  Graham-Clarke  and  R.  B. 
Marston. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  J.  Powles  West. 

Competitor.  °''^^nf^v  J*"''  rpi^Sgregate  of 

'  and  1  eet.  Tliree  Best  Casts. 

D.  C.  E.Muir   40       41       40  121yd. 

H.  W.  Little    37       38      40  115yd. 

F.  HodderBa£8    ...  33  35  36  104yd. 

J.  Paterson   26  27  28  81yd. 

Miss  R.  A.  Newham  33  33  34  100yd. 

L.  H.  Bennett    27  28  29  84yd. 

F.  G.  Shaw   38  37  37  112yd. 

Result— D.  C.  E.  Muir,  first ;  H.  W.  Little,  second. 


In  this  competition  Mr.  D.  C.^  E.  Muir  used  an 
18ft.  Enright  greenheart,  weight  47Joz. ;  Mr.  H.  W. 
Little,  a  17ft.  5jin.  Hardy  steel  centre  split  cane, 
weight  45Joz. ;  Mr.  F.  Hodder  Bass,  a  17ft.  11  Jin. 
greenheart  by  Hackett,  weight  48oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Paterson,  a  17ft.  11  Jin,  Gillett  whole  cane,  weight 
35Joz. ;  Miss  R.  A.  Newham,  a  ICft.  6Jin.  Hardy 
steel  centre,  weight  43oz. ;  Mr.  L.  H.  Bennett,  an 
18ft.  lin.  Grant  "Vibration"  greenheart,  weight 
42oz, ;  Mr.  F.  G,  Shaw,  an  18ft.  Hardy  steel  centre, 
weight  47Joz. 


Competition  C.  ] 
2.15  p.m. 
Trout  Fly  Casting. — Professionals. 

Rule. — The  gut  cast  must  be  of  single  gut,  not 
more  than  three  or  less  than  two  yards  in  length. 
The  rod  must  not  be  more  than  IJoz.  per  foot  in 
weight,  and  not  more  than  1 1ft.  6in.  extreme 
length.  The  rod  must  be^^held  in  one  hand,  and  no 
spear  must  be  mounted.  The  fly  used,  to  be  a 
Coachman  of  moderate  size.  The  time  allowed  to 
each  competitor  for  casting,  five  minutes  after  being 
called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges. 

First  prize,  £3,  and  a  "Hardy"  cane  built'casting 
rod,  value  £5  16s.  6d.,  presented  by  Messrs.  Hardy 
Bros.,  three  best  casts ;  second  prize,  £2,  second 
three  best  casts  ;  third  prize,  cup,  value  203.,  third 
three  best  oasts. 

Judges — Messrs.  R.  B.  Marston  and  Harold 
Jackson. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott. 

Ciinmptitor  Di-stance  in  Yards  Aggregate  of 

Lonipeiudi.  and  Feet.  ITiree  Best  Casts. 

E.  J.  Mills   28      28J     29  85Jyd. 

J.  Enright   33      33      34-2     100yd.  2ft. 

(rod  disijualitied) 

A.  Newham     ...    28      28      28        84yd.  J 
(rod  disqualified) 

J.  J.  Hardy      ...    33       34       34  101yd. 

E.F.Goodwin...    26      26      27  79yd. 

G.  Hoyle    23      23 J     24 J  71yd. 

L.  Hardy    29     ■  29-1    30       88yd.  1ft, 

A.  McCutcheon...    27      28      29  84yd. 
Result — J.  J.  Hardy,  first ;  L.  Hardy,  second  ; 

E.  J.  Mills  (New  York),  third. 

In  this  competition  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  used  a 
10ft.  6in.  Leonard  split  cane  rod  of  8oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Enright  an  lift.  7in.  Enright  greenheart,  weight 
lljoz.  (Mr.  Enright's  cast  was  disqualified,  as  his 
rod  was  lin.  over  the  length  limit  of  lift.  6in.); 
Mr.  Newham  an  lift.  6Jin.  Hardy  steel  centre, 
12oz.  (Mr.  Newham's  cast  was  disqualified,  aa  his 
rod  was  Jin.  over  the  lift.  6in.  limit);   Mr.  E. 

F.  Goodwin  used  an  lift,  lin.,  lljoz..  Carter 
steel  centre  split  cane;  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  an  lift.  4 Jin., 
9Joz.,  split  cane  ;  Mr.  L.  Hardy  an  lift.  6in.,  12oz., 
Hardy  steel  i  centre ;  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon  an 
lift.  6in.,  12oz.,  Hardy  steel  centre. 


Competition 
4  p.m. 

Light  Bait  Casting.  Any  Style, — Professionals^ 
Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
IJoz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  hft  a  weight  of 
61b,  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight. 
The  weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  Competitors  will  not  be 
allowed  to  extend  their  hne  in  front  of  the  base 
line  before  starting.  The  time  aUowed  to  each 
competitor  for  casting,  five  minutes  after  being 
called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges.  (The  bait,  trace, 
and  lead  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  £3,  three  best  casts  ;  second  prize,  £2, 
second  three  best;  third  prize,  cup,  value  £1,  third 
three  best. 

J udges — Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass  and  Dr.  P.  J.  Spancer, 
Timekeeper — Mr.  G,  R.  Scott. 

rnmnptifor  Distance  in  Feet  and        Aggregate  of 

competitor.  Inches.  Three  Best  Casts. 

James  Andrews     122      86      94  302ft. 

A.  Newham  ...     134     118     112  364ft.  ' 

E.J.Mills     ...     151     167     141  459ft. 

G.  Hoyle       ...      60       —      —  60ft. 

J.J.Hardy  ...     140     154     144  438ft. 

J,  Bailey      ...     171     155     173  499ft. 

E.Andrews  ...     150     172     169  491ft.  ' 

Result — J.  Bailey,  first  (casting  from  Nottingham 

reel) ;  E.  Andrews,  second  (using  Thames  style — 

line  coiled  on  ground) ;  E.  J,  Mills,  third.  New  York 

(casting  from  American  multiplier  reel  controlled 

with  thumb  on  line  on  barrel  of  reel,  reel  being  fixed 

above  rod). 

Particulars  of  the  rods  in  D  Competition. — Mr.  J, 
Andrews  used  an  lift,  lin,  greenheart  by  Messrs, 
Ogden  Smith,  weight  32Joz.  ;  Mr,  A.  Newham,  an 
lift,  3iQ.,  18oz.,  Hardy  steel  centre;  Mr.  E.  J,  Mills, 
New  York,  an  lift.,  llfoz.,  Leonard  split-cane  ;  Mr. 
G.  Hoyle,  a  10ft.  8in.,  26Joz.,  Pangora  wood  rod; 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  a  12ft.  7 Jin.,  27oz.,  Hardy  "Mur- 
doch" steel  centre;  Mr.  J.  Bailey,  a  12ft.  4in., 
26Joz.,  whole, cane  with  greenheart  top;  Mr,  E. 
Andrews,  an  lift,  lin.,  22Joz.,  Carter  greenheart. 
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Competition  E. 
5.0  p.m. 

Light  Bait  Casting.    Any  aly\e,— Amateurs. 

Rule. — -The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
1  Joz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  lift  a  weight  of  61b. 
to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight.  The 
weight  of  the  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  Competitors  will  not  be 
allowed  to  extend  their  line  in  front  of  the  base 
line  before  casting.  The  time  allowed  to  each 
competitor  for  casting,  five  minutes  after  being 
called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges.  (The  bait,  trace, 
and  lead  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  a  set  of  silver  salt  cellars,  etc.,  in 
case,  value  £6,  three  best  casts ;  second  prize,  a 
case  of  Sportsman's  quality  Morella  Cherry  Brandy, 
value  £2  lOs.,  presented  by  Messrs.  Thordas  Grant 
and  Sons,  second  three  best  casts ;  third  prize,  a 
set  of  "Abbey  Mills"  spinners  and  a  rod,  presented 
by  Messrs.  T.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  thirdj  three  best 
casts;  fourth  prize,  a  "  Synge  "  fishing  bag,  value 
lOs.  6d.,  presented  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  fourth 
three  best  casts;  fifth  prize,  Icwt.  household^soap, 
presented  by  Mr.  A.  Clark,  fifth  three  best. 

Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Geen  and  R.  B.  Marston. 

Timekeeper— Mr.  G.  R.  Scott. 

. .  Distance  in  Feet         Aggregate  of 

Competitor.  ^^^^  Inches.         Three  Best  Casts. 

D.  C.  E.  Muir  . . .  81  132  138  351ft. 
A.  P.  Zerfass  ...  50  120  134  304ft, 
J.Hopkins  ...  116  124  138  378ft. 
H.W.  Little  ...  165  173  190  628ft. 
C.  H.  Wheeley...  127  137  144  408ft. 
R.  Wellman  ...  147  152  168  467ft. 
P.J.Spencer  ...     98       105        —  203ft. 

itwo  casts)  f . 

C.F.  Winter  ...  103  118  125  346ft. 
Harry  Spray  ...  152  156  169  477ft. 
.T.T.Emery  ...  157  167  181  505ft. 
Hardy  Corfe    ...    151       155       155  461ft. 

Result— Mr.  H.  W.  Little,  first ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery, 
second  ;  Mr.  H.  Spray,  third ;  Mr.  R.  Wellman, 
fourth  ;  Hardy  Corfe,  fifth. 

Particulars  of  the  rods  used  in  this  competition. — 
Mr,  Muir  used  a  10ft.  3in.,  18|oz.,  Foster  whole  cane, 
steel  ribbed  ;  Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass,  an  lift.  4in.,  18oz., 
Carter  whole  cane;  Mr.  J.  Hopkins,  a  9ft.  5in., 
20oz.,  whole  cane  ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Little,  a  12ft.  2in., 
26oz.,  Malloch  greenheart ;  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  an 
1 1ft.  7in.,  25oz.,  Hardy  steel  centre  ;  Mr,  R.  Wellman, 
a  12ft.  2in.,  34oz.,  greenheart  (home  made) ;  Mr.  A. 
Powell,  a  10ft.  lin.,  22oz.,  Farlow  East  India  cane  ; 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer,  a  12ft.  7in.,  34oz.,  Carter  split 
cane;  Mr.  C.  F.  Winter,  a  10ft.  11  in.,  17oz.,  Bam- 
bridge  whole  cane;  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  an  lift.  7in., 
24oz.,  seven-and-sixpenny  Nottingham  rod;  Mr, 
J.  T.  Emery,  a  12ft.  7in.,  30oz.,  Hardy  steel  centre  ; 
Mr.  R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe,  an  lift.  7in.,  30oz.,  Carter 
gteel  centre  split  cane. 

Competition'  F. 
6.30  p.m. 

Heavy  Bait  Casting.    From  the  Reel. — Amateurs. 

Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
2Joz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  lift  a  weight  of 
lOlb.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight. 
The  weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft,  in  length.  The  time  allowed  to  each 
competitor  for  CGisting,  five  minutes  after  being 
called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges.  (The  bait,  trace, 
and  lead  will  be  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  a  silver  cup,  value  £6  6s.,  three  beat 
casts  ;  second  prize,  one  dozen  Cellular  shirts,  value 
£3  10a.,  presented  by  the  Cellular  Clothing  Com- 
pany, second  three  best ;  third  prize,  a  case  of 
Victoria  Vat  Old  Scotch  Whiskey  and  a  case  of 
Rosbach  Water,  presented  by  Messrs.  Dewar  and 
Son,  third  three  best ;  fourth  prize,  a  centre-pin 
reel  and  line,  value  I63.,  presented  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Martin,  fourth  three  best. 

Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Geen  and  R.  B.  Marston. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  J.  Powles  West. 

(■nmr,Ptitoi-  Distance  in  Feet      Aggregate  of 
•.ompeiitoi.  anrllnches.      Three  Best  Casts. 

J.  T.  Emery 

("Silex"  reel)  202     207     210  619ft. 
H.  W.  Little 

(Nottingham  reel)  143     165     180  488ft. 
J.  Hopkins 

(Nottingham  reel)  149     154     154  457ft. 

R.  Wellman    148     150     159  457ft. 

A-  P.  Zerfasa   108     135     151  394ft. 

J.Paterson   120     123     112  355ft. 

C.  H.  Wheeley 

("Silex"  reel)  118     126     144  388ft. 

Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer...  108     108     123  3.39ft. 

G.R.Scott   126     142     156  424ft. 

Harry  Spray 

(Nottingham  reel)  141     1.53     154  448ft. 

Hardy  Corfe    135     151     169  445ft. 

Result— J.  T.  Emery,  first;  H.  W.  Little,  second  ; 
J.  Hopkins  and  R.  Wellman  tied  for  third. 


[I  could  not  be  sure  from  the  other  end  of  the 
ground  what  reel  or  style  of  casting  all  the  com- 
petitors were  using. — R.  B.  M.] 

Particulars  of  the  rods. — Mr.  H.  W.  Little,  a 
14ft.,  39oz.,  Gillett  whole  cane;  Mr.  J.  Hopkins,  an 
8ft.  llin.,  32oz.,  Allcock  split  cane;  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheelev,  an  lift.  7in.,  25oz.,  Hardy  steel  centre; 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  a  12ft.  3in.,  29oz.,  Hardy  steel 
centre;  Mr.  G.  R.  Scott,  a  12ft.  3in.,  29oz.,  Hardy 
steel  centre;  Mr.  R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe,  an  lift.  7in., 
3O0Z.,  Carter  steel  centre. 


Competition  G. 
7.45  p.m. 
Sea  Rod  Competition. — All  Comers. 

Rule. — The  cast  must  be  made  overhead  and 
direct  from  the  reel.  The  weight  will  be  4oz., 
attached  to  a  suitable  trace  3ft.  in  length,  both 
provided  by  the  committee.  The  line  must  be  of 
sufficient  strength  to  lift  a  weight  of  161b.  2ft.  high  ; 
Une  held  in  hand  4ft.  above  weight.  The  rod  must 
not  exceed  10ft.  in  length,  and  must  be  strong 
enough  to  lift,  by  the  line  drawn  through  the  top 
end  ring,  a  weight  of  31b.  from  the  ground  on  to  a 
table  30in.  high.  Wire  lines  will  not  be  allowed. 
Three  casts  will  be  allowed,  and  the  best  aggregate 
of  distances  cast  will  reckon  for  prizes.  {Note. — 
The  judges  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  to  stop 
any  competitor  whose  style  of  casting  they  consider 
dangerous.)  The  conditions  as  to  deductions  to  be 
made  in  the  case  of  the  lead  falling  outside  the 
court,  or  from  the  central  line,  will  be  the  same  as 
in  the  Heavy  Bait  Caating  Classes.  The  time  allowed 
to  each  competitor  for  casting,  five  minutes  after 
being  called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges. 

First  prize,  a  case  of  table  cutlery,  value  £3  3s., 
presented  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  and  a  pair  of  non- 
slipping  pike  boots,  value  £1  78.  6d.,  presented  by 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson,  three 
best  casts;  second  prize,  a  case  of  " Bobbie  Scott " 
Whiskey,  value  £2  2s.,  presented  by  Messrs.  Robert 
Scott  &  Co.,  second  three  best ;  third  prize,  a 
selection  of  artificial  baits,  value  10s.,  presented  by 
Messrs.  Hearder  &  Son,  third  three  best. 

Judges — Mr.  J.  Pickup  and  Dr.  Spencer. 

Timekeepers — Messrs.  J.  Powles  West  and  C,  O. 
Minchin. 

Competitor. 
G.  R.  Scott  ... 
J.  W.  Hemens 
Harry  Spray  ... 
J.  Bailey 
J.  Hopkins  ... 

Result — G.  R.  Scott,  first ;  J.  W.  Hemens,  second  ; 
Harry  Spray,  third ;  J.  Bailey,  fourth ;  J.  Hopkins, 
fifth. 

Particulars  of  rods  used. — Mr.  J.  Bailey  used  an 
8ft.  4in.,  28oz.,  Carter  greenheart ;  Mr.  Harry  Spray, 
ditto ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Hemens,  a  9ft.  lOin.,  29f oz..  Hardy 
steel  centre. 


Distance  in  Feet  and 

Aggregate  of 

Inches. 

lliree  Best  Casts. 

122  126 

112 

360ft. 

86  128 

128 

342ft. 

76  88 

123 

287ft. 

123  — 

135 

258ft. 

76  46 

68 

180ft. 

RESULTS  OF  SATURDAY'S  COMPETITIONS, 
July  23,  1904. 

Competition  H. 
12  o'clock. 

Heavy  Bait  Casting.   From  the  Reel. — Projessionals4 

Rule. — ^The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
2Joz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  Lift  a  weight  of 
101b.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight. 
The  weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  The  time  allowed  to  each 
competitor  for  casting,  five  minutes  after  being 
called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges.  (The  bait, 
trace,  and  lead  will  be  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  £3,  three  best  casts  ;  second  prize,  £2, 
second  three  best ;  third  prize,  £1,  third  three  best. 

Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Geen  and  A.  P.  Zerfass. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott.  „ 

 Kt„„  Distance  in  Feet  Aggregate  of 

Competitor.  and  Inches.  Three  Best  Casts. 

J.W.Martin  140  146  132  418ft. 
E.  Andrews  ...  149  162  159  470ft. 
J.J.Hardy...    154       180       170  504ft. 

J.  Morris    138       128       138  404ft. 

J.Bailey    1.36       146      139  421ft. 

Result — J.  J.  Hardy,  first ;  E.  Andrews,  second  ; 
J.  Bailey,  third. 

(Particulars  of  rods,  etc.,  not  given.  It  is  pretty 
certain  Mr.  Hardy  cast  from  a  "  Silex  "  reel ;  Mr. 
E.  Andrews  from  line  coiled  on  the  ground ;  and 
Mr.  J.  Bailey  from  the  Nottingham  reel. — R.  B.  M.) 

Competition  J. 
12.45  p.m. 

Heavy  Bait  Casting.    Any  Style. — All  Comers. 

Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
2^oz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  lift  a  weight  of 
101b.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight 


Weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  nob 
exceed  14ft,  in  length.  Competitors  will  not  be 
allowed  to  extend  their  line  in  front  of  the  base  line 
before  casting.  The  time  allowed  to  each  com- 
petitor for  cE^ting,  five  minutes  after  being  called 
upon  to  cast  by  the  judges.  (The  bait,  trace,  and 
lead  will  be  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  a  4in.  t  Hardy  "  Silex "  reel,  value 
£2  153.,  presented  by  [Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  and  a 
pair  of  thigh  wEiding  boots,  value  £3  lOs.,  presented 
by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Cording,  three  beat  casta ;  second 
prize,  a  "No.  2  "  Bullet  camera,  value  £2  2s.,  pre- 
sented by  Kodak,  Limited,  second  three  best  caste ; 
third  prize,  a  selection  of  phantom  minnows  and 
tackle,  presented  by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Co.,  Aber- 
deen, third  three  best  casts;  fourth  prize,  a  101b. 
canister  of  tea,  value  £1  lOs.,  presented  by  Mr.  E.  H. 
Birks,  fourth  three  best  oasts. 

Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Geen'and]Andrew  Henry. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott. 

'  romn^fifor  Distance  in  Feet  Aggregate  of 

Competitor.  Inches.  Three  Best  Casts. 

J.  Hopkins   172    150    161  483ft. 

A.  P.  Zerfass   130    145    141  416ft. 

R.W.  Wellman   156    159    150  465ft. 

C.  F.  Winter   180    150    164  494ft. 

J.  J.  Hardy    131    131    131  393ft. 

J.  Bailey   141    136    127  404ft. 

J.  T.  Emery   179    200    163  542ft. 

James  Morris   145    149    133  427ft. 

H.W.  Little   177    151    127  455ft, 

R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe  148    147    139  434ft. 

Result — J.  T.  Emery  (with  "Silex"  reel),  first; 

C.  F,  Winter,  second ;  3.  Hopkins,  third ;  R.  W. 
Wellman,  fourth. 


Competition  K. 
2.30  p.m. 

Special  Light  Bait  Casting.    From  the  Reel. — All 
Comers. 

Rule. — The  bait  to  be  cast  will  be  a  half-ounce 
artificial  bait,  provided  by  the  committee,  and 
must  be  cast  direct  from  the  reel,  holding  the  rod  in 
one  hand.  No  limit  to  weight  of  rod  or  line,  but 
the  rod  must  not  exceed  lift.  6in.  in  length.  The 
time  allowed  to  each  competitor  for  casting,  five 
minutes  after  being  called  upon  to  cast  by  the 
judges. 

First  prize,  a  S^in.  Hardy  "  Silex  "  reel,  value  £2, 
specially  made  for  casting  a  ^oz.  bait,  presented  by 
Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Alnwick,  and  a  pair  of  "  Gold 
Medal  "  waders,  presented  by  Messrs.  Anderson, 
Anderson,  &  Anderson,  value  £2  9s.  6d.,  for  three 
best  casts ;  second  prize,  a  cane  built  steel  ribbed 
rod,  value  £3  5s.,  presented  by  Messrs.  Foster  Bros., 
for  second  three  best  casts ;  third  prize,  work  on 
fishing,  2  vols.,  by  H.  G.  Hutchinson,  presented  by 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  value"  25s.,  for  third  three  best 
casts ;  fourth  prize,  a  statuette  in  terra-cotta  of 
Focardi's  "  You  Dirty  Boy,"  presented  by  Messrs. 
A.  &  F.  Pears,  for  fourth  three  best  casts. 

Judges — Messrs.  P.  Geen  and  C.  A.  M.  Skues. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott. 

rnnnwtitov  Distance  in  Feet  'Aggregate  of 

Competitoi.       -       and  Inches.  Best  Three  Casts. 

H.  W.  Little  ...     99^     87     114i  301ft. 

C.H.  Wheeley     122     107^    127'     ,  356ft.  6in. 

E.J.Mills     ...    122     135     135  392ft. 

J.J.Hardy    ...    130     130     146  406ft. 

James  Morris...  102J  102  102  306ft.  6in. 
Result— Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  (with  "  Silex  "  reel),  first ; 

Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  (with  American  multiplying  reel), 

second;  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  (with  "Silex"  reel), 

third. 

In  this  competition  Mr.  A.  C.  Kent  gives  the 
lengths  and  weights  of  the  rods  used  las  follows  :— 
Dr.  Cahill,  8ft.  lin.,  9Joz. ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Little, 
8ft.  6in.,  lOJoz.  ;  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  8ft.  7in., 
lOJoz. ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  6ft.  4in.,  6^oz. ;  Mr.  J.  J, 
Hardy,  8ft.  7in,,  lOJoz. 

Competition  L. 
4.30  p.m. 

Light  Bait  Casting  (any  style)  for  Accuracy. — "] 

Amateurs. 

Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
Ifoz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  lift  a  weight  of 
61b.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight. 
Weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  Competitors  will  not  be 
allowed  to  extend  their  line  in  front  of  the  base 
line  before  casting.  The  time  allowed  to  each  com  - 
petitor  for  casting  will  be  five  minutes  after  being 
called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges.  Three  casts  will 
be  made  to  a  mark  fixed  at  a  distance  to  be  decided 
by  the  judges.  The  distance  from  the  mark  at 
which  the  bait  rests  (of  each  cast)  will  be  added 
together  by  the  judges,  and  the  aggregate  deducted 
from  100.  The  resultant  figure  will  be  the  com- 
petitor's score.  (The  bait,  trace,  and  lead  provided 
by  the  committee.) 
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First  prize,  a  silver  tea  eervice,  value  £5  6s.,  best 
aggregate:  second  prize,  a  "Mann"  wading  blouse, 
value  £3  3s.,  presented  by  Messrs.  Burberry  &  Co., 
second  best ;  third  prize,  a  case  of  pure  silk  lines, 
value,  £2  10s.,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Theaker,  third 
best;  fourth ,  prize,  a  wood  creel,  value  17s.  6d., 
presented  by  Mr.  F.  Murgatroyd,  fourth  best. 

Jtidges  —  Messrs.  Phihp  Geen  and  C.  F.  F. 
Buckingham. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  J.  Powles  West. 
Competitor.  Distance  from  Mark  to     Nett  Aggregate 

E.  Wellman  ... 

A.  Powell  

Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer 
Harry  Spray   . . . 

G.  R.Scott  ... 
A.  P.  Zerfass  ... 
J.  Hopkins 

H.  W.  Little  ... 
R.C.Hardy  Corfe 

Result— R.  Wellman,  first ;  H.  W.  Little,  second  ; 
J.  Hopkins,  third  ;  A.  P.  Zerfass,  fourth. 
Particulars  of  rods  and  styles  used  not  recorded. 
*  33'4  deducted,  as  tlio  cast  was  out  of  bouuda. 


I)e  deducted  from  100. 

of  Points 

11-4 

2-10 

7.2 

21-4 

out 

24-4 

9-0 

66-8* 

out 

190 

23-0 

75-4* 

40-0 

14-6 

10-6 

C5-0 

14-5 

18-6 

160 

48-11 

7-6 

22*6 

12-9 

42-9 

17-0 

17-0 

3-7 

37-7 

9-8 

4-6 

11-8 

25-10 

36-6 

21-6 

15-9 

73-9 

Competition  M. 
12.30  p.m. 
Trout  Fly  Casting. — Amateurs. 
Rule. — rSame  as  Competition  C. 
First  prize,  a  silver  cup,  value  £6,  and  a  box  of 
Nottingham  silk,   value  £5,    presented    by  Mr. 

F.  W.  K.  WaUis,  three  best  casts ;  second  prize,  a 
"Simplex"  aquatic  weed  cutter,  value  £5,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  second  three  best ; 
third  prize,  a  box  of  Nottingham  silk  blouses, 
value  £3  3s.,  presented  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Dobson,  third 
three  best ;  fourth  prize,  a  case  each  of  white  and 
black  Nottingham  silk  tulle,  value  £3,  fourth  three 
best. 

Judges — Messrs.  Harold  Jackson  and  J.  H. 
Thonger. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  J.  Powles  West. 

Comnetitor  Distance  in  Yards  Aggregate  of 

l^ompetitor.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 

S.  A.  Sanders  ...    22-2    23      22-1  68yd. 

G.  E.M.  Skues...    23  -2    22  -2    21-1     67yd.  2ft. 

D.  C.  E.  Muir...    26-0   26-1    28-2  81yd. 

F.  F.  Higginson  23-2  24-1  24-2  72yd.  2ft. 

F.  Hodder  Bass  19-2  20-1  21-1  61yd.  1ft. 

E.  B.  Burt    26-2  25-2  24-0  75yd.  1ft. 

A.W.Wills   24-2  25  25-1  75yd. 

R.  B.  Marston...  25-1  24  24-1  73yd.  2ft. 

W.  Prince   27  27  28  82yd. 

A.  J.  Le  Mesurier 

Hayward    27  25  25  77yd. 

Miss  R.  A.  New- 
ham    24-2  25  25  74yd.  2ft. 

A.  C.  Kent    20-1  20  20-2  61yd. 

C.  A.M.  Skues...  24-1  23-2  124-1  72yd.  1ft. 

J.  Douglas  Brown  20  20  20  60yd. 

Hardy  Corfe  ...  22-1  22-2  22-1  67yd.  1ft. 

F.  G.  Shaw    30-1  30-2  29-1  90yd.  1ft. 

L.  Barr   26  25  25-2  75yd.  2ft. 

C.  R.  Hewitt 

(New  York)...    28-1    28-2    27-1     84yd.' 1ft. 

Result— F.  G.  Shaw,  first;  C.  R.  Hewitt  (New 
York),  second;  Wm.  Prince,  third;  D.  C.  E. 
Muir,  fourth. 

Particulars  of  rods  used. — Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues, 
a  10ft.,  6|oz.,  Leonard  split  cane  ;  Mr.  D.  C.  E. 
Muir,  an  lift.  6in.,  13oz.,  Foster  steel -ribbed  split 
cane ;  Mr.  F.  F.  Higginson,  a  10ft.  lin.,  12Joz., 
Eaton  and  Deller  greenheart ;  Mr.  F.  Hodder  Bass, 
a  10ft.,  lljoz.,  AUcock  greenheart;  Mr.  E.  B. 
Burt,  a  10ft.  6Jin.,  ll^oz.,  Hardy  steel  centre;  Mr. 
A.  W.  Wills,  a  10ft.  4in.,  9^oz.,  Hardy  split  cane; 
Mr,  R.  B.  Marston,  an  lift.  4in.,  13oz.,  Braddell 
greenheart;  Mr.  Wm.  Prince,  an  lift.  6in.,  13oz., 
Foster  steel- ribbed  whole  cane;  Mr.  A.  J.  Le 
Mesurier  Hayward,  an  lift.,  l\\oz..  Hardy  split 
cane ;  Miss  R.  A.  Newham,  a  9ft.  3in.,  52oz.,  Hardy 
split  cane;  Mr.  A.  C.  Kent,  a  9ft.  6in.,  7oz,,  Ogden 
and  Scotford  split  cane;  Mr.  C.  A.  M.  Skues,  an 
lift,  l^in.,  llJoz.,Hardysplitcane  ;  Mr.  J.  Douglas 
Brown,  a  lOtt.  7in.,  U^oz.,  Thomas  split  cane; 
Mr.  Hardy  Corfe,  an  ll|ft.,  13oz.,  Hardy  split 
cane;  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw,  a  10ft.  9in.,  lloz.,  Hardy 
split  cane;  Mr.  L.  Barr,  a  lOft.  6 Jin.,  lloz..  Hardy 
split  cane  with  steel  centre  top ;  Mr.  E.  R.  Hew  itt, 
an  lift.,  9Joz.,  Mills  split  cane. 

Competition  N. 
2.30  p.m. 

Trout  Fly  Casting  (Ambidextrous).— ylZi  Comem. 

Mule. — Tho  gut  cast  must  be  of  single  gut,  not 
more  than  three  or  less  than  two  yards  in  length. 
The  rod  must  be  held  in  one  hand,  and  must  not 
exceed  lift.  Oin.  in  length,  or  weighmore  than  l^oz. 
per  foot.    The  fly  used  must  be  a  Coachman  of 


moderate  size,  approved  by  the  judges.  No  spear 
must  be  mounted.  The  time  allowed  to  each  com- 
petitor for  casting,  five  minutes  after  being  called 
upon  to  cast  by  the  judges.  Competitors  must 
make  at  least  three  casts  with  each  hand,  and  the 
aggregate  of  the  three  best  casts  with  each  hand 
shall  count  as  the  competitor's  score. 

First  prize,  a  Hardy  best  built  cane  rod,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  E.  J.  Power,  for  best  aggregate; 
second  prize,  a  Tod  trout  fly  rod,  value  £2  2s., 
presented  by  Messrs.  Forrest  &  Sons,  Kelso,  and  a 
4in.  combination  reel,  value  £2  2s.,  presented  by 
Mr.  David  Slater,  for  second  best  aggregate  ;  third 
prize,  a  work  on  salmon  and  trout  flies,  value  £1  Is., 
presented  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery;  a  "Kingfisher" 
salmon  line  and  a  40yd.  "Kingfisher"  trout  line, 
presented  by  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  for  third  best 
aggregate. 

Judges — Messrs.  L.  Graham  Clarke  and  W.  D. 
Coggeshall. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass. 
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Result — L.  Hardy,  first;  F.  G.  Shaw,  aetond; 
D.  C.  E.  Muir,  third. 

Particulars  of  some  of  the  rods  used  in  this  com- 
petition.— Mr.  L.  Barr,  a  10ft.  6Jin.,  lljoz..  Hardy 
split  cane;  Mr.  D.  C.  E.  Muir,  an  llft."6in.,  13oz., 
Foster's  steel-ribbed  split  cane;  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  lift.  4in.,  13oz.,  Braddell  greenheart;  Mr. 
Hodder  Bass,  a  10ft.,  lljoz.,  greenheart ;  Mr.  A.  W. 
Wills,  a  10ft.  4in.,  9Joz.,  Hardy  split  cane ;  Mr.  L. 
Hardy,  a  10ft,  9in.,  lloz..  Hardy  split  cane;  Mr. 
W.  Prince,  an  lift.  6in.,  13oz.,  Foster  steel-ribbed; 
Miss  Newham,  a  9ft.  3in.,  5.^oz.,  Hardy  split  cane  ; 
Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  (New  York),  a  10ft.  6in.,  SJoz., 
Leonard  split  cane;  Mr.  A.  Newham,  a  9ft.  3in., 
52oz.,  Hardy  split  cane  ;  Mr.  G,  Hoyle,  an  lift.  5in., 
11  Joz., 'split  cane. 


Competition  O. 
4.30  p.m. 

Special — Light  Rod  Trout  P'ly  Casting.— j4W  Comers. 

Rule. — Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  5Joz.  The 
gut  cast  must  be  of  single  gut,  and  not  exceed  3 
yards,  or  be  less  than  2  yards  in  length.    The  fiy 


attached  to  be  a  moderate  size  "Coachman."  The 
length  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  and  must  be  held  in 
one  hand.  No  spear  is  to  be  mounted.  The  time 
allowed  to  each  competitor  for  casting,  five  minutes 
after  being  called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges. 

First  prize,  a  Hardy  special  built  cane  rod, 
value  £4  48.,  presented  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros., 
three  beat  casts;  second  prize,  an  "Onsieht"  eyed 
fly  box,  fitted  with  a  selection  of  dry  flies,  value 
£2  2s.,  second  three  best  casts  ;  third  prize,  a  "Mul- 
tum  in  Parvo"  trout  rod,  value  £1,  presented  by 
Ogden  &  Scotford,  third  three  best  ca9ts ;  special 
prize,  a  "Leonard  "  split  cane  trout  rod,  value  £8,  to 
be  awarded  to  the  amateur  who  makes  the  three 
best  casts,  presented  by  Messrs.  Wm.  Mills  &  Co., 
New  York. 

Judges — Messrs.  L.  Graham-Clarke  and  C.  A.  M. 
Skues. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  J,  H.  Thonger. 

nomnptitnr             Distance  iu  Yards  Aggregate  of 

compelitor.                  and  Feet.  Three  Be.st  Casts. 

D.  Monteith  Roberts  23-2    23-2  24  71yd.  1ft. 
F.  Forbes  Higginson  23      22-2  23-1 J  69yd.  OJft. 

F.  Hodder  Baas          22      22-1  23i  67yd.  l^ft. 

W.  Prince                  23       22     21  66yd. 

E.  J.  Mills                 28-li  28     28  84yd.  l\it. 

Miss  R.  A.  Newham  24-2    24-1  25  74yd. 

A  Newham    25-1  24  23  J  72yd.  IJft. 

L.  Hardy    29-1 J  27  J  27  83yd.  2ft. 

A.  .LLeM.  Hayward  19 i  19  19  57yd.  OJft. 

A.  McCutcheon    25  25  26  76yd. 

J.  J.  Hardy   29  29  28  86yd. 

J.  Douglas  Brown  ...  18  18  18  54yd. 

R.  B.  Marston   23  23  22^  68yd.  OJft. 

P.Alison    24-1  23i  23  70yd.  IJft. 

F.  G.  Shaw    28  28|  29  85yd.  O^ft. 

D.  C.  E.  Muir    24^     23     23      70yd.  ojft. 

E.  R.Hewitt(N.York)  27       27     26  80yd. 

Result— Mr.  J.  J,  Hardy,  first ;  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw, 
second ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  of  New  York,  third ;  Mr. 
Shaw  also  won  the  special  prize  given  by  Messrs. 
Wm.  Mills,  of  New  York  (see  above). 

Particulars  of  rods  used  in  this  competition. — Mr. 
D.  Monteith  Roberts,  a  9ft.,  4  Joz.,  "  Leonard  "  split 
cane;  Mr.  F.  Forbes  Higginson,  a  9ft.  lin.,  5Joz., 
Eaton  and  Deller  split  cane ;  Mr.  F.  Hodder  Bass, 
a  9ft.  llin.,  5|oz.,  AUcock  split  cane;  Mr.  Wm. 
Prince,  an  8ft.  4in.,  5joz.,  Foster  steel-ribbed  whole 
cane;  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  (of  New  York),  a  10ft.  5|oz., 
"Leonard "split cane  ;  MissR,  A. Newham, a9ft.  3in., 
5|^oz.,  Hardy  split  cane;  Mr.  A.  Newham,  ditto; 
Mr.  L.  Hardy,  a  9ft.  6in.,  5Joz.,  Hardy  split  cane; 
Mr.  A,  McCutcheon,  a  9ft.  7in.,  5Joz.,  Hardy  split 
cane;  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  a  9ft.  6in.,  5joz.,  Hardy; 
Mr.  J.  Douglas  Brown,  a  Foster  steel-ribbed  whole 
cane  ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  a  10ft.,  5|oz., "  Leonard" 
split  cane;  Mr.  P.  Alison,  a  9ft.  7in.,  5|oz., 
Hardy  split  cane ;  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw,  a  9ft.  7in.,  5|oz., 
Hardy  split  cane ;  Mr.  E.  R.  Hewitt  (of  New  York), 
a  10ft.,  5ioz.,  "Leonard"  split  cane. 


Competition  P. 
6.15  p.m. 

Dry  Fly  Casting  for  Accuracy, — Amateurs. 

Rule. — The  fly  in  this  competition  will  be 
" White- Winged  Dry  Fly"  of  moderate  size, 
approved  by  the  judges.  The  rod  must  be  held  in 
one  hand,  and  must  not  exceed  1 1ft.  6in.  in  length,, 
or  weigh  more  than  I  Joz.  per  foot.  No  spear  to  " 
mounted.  The  gut  cast  must  be  of  single  gut  no' 
more  than  three  yards  or  lees  than  two  yards  i 
length.  The  casting  line  must  not  be  marked  i 
any  way  whatever.  The  time  allowed  to  each 
competitor  for  casting,  five  minutes  after  being 
called  upon  to  cast  by  the  judges.  The  casts  will 
be  made  at  buoys,  fixed  respectively  at  30,  40,  50 
and  60  feet  distant  from  the  platform.  The  com- 
petitor will  start  by  taking  aim  at  the  nearest  buoy, 
and  a  reasonable  number  of  fahe  casts  will  be 
allowed.  When  he  has  determined  his  distance  he 
must  say  "  Count,"  and  tho  c^st  following  that 
signal  will  be  scored.  The  fly  must  be  allowed  to 
float  until  the  judges  have  made  th^ir  record  and 
signal  for  him  to  recover  his  line.  He  will  then  in 
a  similar  manner  cast  at  the  second,  third,  and 
fourth  buoy  in  succession,  and  tho  one  cast  at  each 
buoy  will  be  recorded,  as  in  the  first  instance.  If 
the  fly  falls  within  one  foot  of  the  buoy  accuracy 
will  be  considered  perfect ;  for  each  foot,  or  fraction 
of  a  foot,  in  excess  of  one  foot,  a  demerit  of  "  one  " 
shall  be  counted  ;  and  if  the  fly  fails  to  float  while 
on  the  water,  a  demerit  of  "  one  "  shall  be  counted. 
The  sum  total  of  such  demerits  shall  be  deducted 
from  100,  and  the  resultant  figures  will  give  the 
points  scored. 

First  prize,  a  silver  tea  service,  value  £5  5s.,  beat 
aggregate  ;  second  prize,  Nottingham  lace  curtains, 
value  £2  2s.,  presented  by  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  second 
best  aggregate ;  third  prize,  a  Castleconnell  trout 
rod,  value  £1  15s.,  presented  by  Messrs.  J.  Enright 
and  Sons,  third  best  aggregate. 
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Judges — ilesars.  L.  Graham-Clarke  and  R.  L, 
White. 

Tiwci-eeper— Mr.  G.  R.  ScoU. 

Demerit  of  eacl,  Nun,i,er  of  Points 
Competitor.      Style.     Cast  to  be  de-  ?,  ,  inn"'"!"" 
ducted  from  100.  *  '"" 

beeu  deducted. 

S.A.Sanders  ...50    98  100    98    96  392 

D.  Monteith 

Roberts  90    97  100   96    93  386 
H.  W.  Little         90    97    97    97    96  387 

F.  Forbes 

Hisginson  80  98  100  100  92  390 

A.  W.  Wills           90  98    97    99  98  392 

W.  Prince   70  96    97    96  98  387 

E.  B.  Burt   70  97    96    95  —  288 

Mis3  R.  A. 

Newham  90    98  97  97  97  389 
A.  J.  Mesurier 

Hayward  90  100  98  98  100  396 

R.  R.  Marston ...  90  100  98  98  97  393 

A.  C.  Kent            90   98  97  94  95  384 

J.Doaslas  Brown  80   98  96  96  88  378 

G.  E.  M.  Skuea...  95  98  100  96  99  393 
J.  H.  Thonger ...  50  100  94  94  92  380 

F.  G.  Shaw            95    98  95  95  98  386 

C.  A.  M.  Skues...  90   97  98  97  95  387 

Hardy  Corfe    ...  —    98  98  96  95  387 

Result — Mr.  A.  J.  Le  Mesurier  Hayward,  first; 
Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skue3,  second ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
third. 

Particulars  of  some  of  the  rods. — Mr.  A.  J.  L.  M. 
Hay  ward  used  a  10ft.  9in.,  llioz.,  spliced  green- 
heart  rod  by  Ogden  &  Scotford  :  Mr.  G.  E.  M. 
Skufs  used  a  10ft.,  6^02.,  "Leonard"  sp'it-cane;  Mr. 
.J.  Douglas  Brown,  a  10ft.  7in.,  ll^oz.,  rod  by 
Thomai.  of  Re.Hditch ;  Mr.  D.  M.  Roberta,  a 
9ft.  1  lin  ,  12Joz.,  Eaton  &  Deller ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
a  10ft.,  5|oz.,  "  Leonard  "  split-cane.  Tnese  are  all 
the  particulars  that  appear  ta  have  been  taken. 

Competition  R. 
5.45  p.m. 

Float  Casting.    Any  Style. — Amateurs. 

Rule. — The  rod  must  not  exceed  14ft.  in  length, 
but  the  weight  is  unre^tricteJ.  The  weight  of  sThot 
<>n  gut  cast  will  be  1 J  drachms.  Float  fixed  5ft. 
from  ho  3k.  The  time  allowed  to  each  competitor 
for  caiting  will  be  five  minutes  after  being  called 
by  the  judfiies.  (The  float  and  gut  cast  provided 
by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  a  case  of  table  cutlery,  value  £3  15s., 
three  best  casts  ;  second  prize,  a  greenheart  pike 
and  sea  rod,  value  £2  2s.,  and  a  "Unique"  tackle 
case,  value  £1  Is.,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery, 
second  three  best ;  third  prize,  a  patent  landing-net 
and  a  game  carrier,  value  12a.  6d.,  presented  by 
Mesarp.  C.  aad  R.  Brooks,  a  roach  outfit,  value 
10s.  OJ.,  presented  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Homer,  and  a 
"Winchcombe"  eyed  fly-book,  value  8s.  6d.,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  James  Ogden,  third  three  best. 

Judges — Messrs.  Philip  Geen  and  J.  Powles  West. 

Timekeeper — Mr.  G.  R.  Scott. 

CoiiiMtitor.  l>islance  iti  Feet  aud  Aggregate  of 

„  Inches.  Tlii  ee  Best  Casts. 

F.  W.  K.  Wallia  77        79        79  235tt. 

H.  W.  Little  ...  69  73  58  200ft. 
C.  H  Wheeley  60        66        07  193ft. 

All  Powell     ...    52        43        74-6  109ft.  6in, 

W.  P.  Woo:  ley     56-0     59-6     58  174ft.. 

Harry  Spray  ...    55        50        50  155ft. 

Result— F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  first;  H.  W.  Little, 
second  ;  C.  H.  Wheeley,  third. 


Competition  S. 
7.0  p.m. 

Float  Casting.  Any  Style. — Professionals. 
Mule. — The  rod  must  not  exceed  14ft.  in  length, 
but  tl.e  weight  is  unrestricted.  Weight  of  shot  on 
gut  cast  will  be  \  \  drachms.  Float  fixe  i  5ft.  from 
hook.  Competitors  will  not  be  allowed  to  extend 
their  line  in  front  of  the  base  line  before  casting. 
The  time  allowed  to  each  competitor  for  casting  will 
be  five  minut«H  after  being  called  upon  to  cast  by 
the  judges.  (The  float  and  gut  cpst  provided  by  the 
committee.) 

First  prize,  £3,  three  best  casts ;  second  prize,  £2, 
second  three  best. 
./miSfe*— .Messrs.  Philip  Geen  and  J.  Powles  West. 
Timekee/p&r—iilT.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis. 

Competitor  Distance  in  Feet  and  Aggregate  of 

.    ^'  ,  Inches.  Three  Best  Casts. 

A.  Newhara    ...  77        81        84  242ft. 

J.J.Hardy    ...  82-C     78        84  244ft.  Oin. 

James  Morris ...  80        85        84  249ft. 

J.  Bailey   73        7.3-6     79  225ft.  6in. 

Result — J ames  Morris,  first ;  J.  J.  Hardy,  second. 

[If  any  competitors  whose  method  of  bait  casting, 
make  of  rod,  weight  and  length  of  same,  kind  of 
»eel,  etc.,  are  not  given,  or  not  correctly  given,  will 


send  me  the  particulars,  I  shall  be  glad  to  publish 
them,  so  we  may  have  our  records  as  complete  as 
possible. — R.  B.  Mabston,  Ed.  F.O.} 

The  last  competition  was  finished  about  7.30  p.m., 
and  soon  after  8  p.m.  the  prizes  were  presented  by 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Marston.  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one  of  the 
committee  and  a  judge  of  many  of  the  bait-casting 
competitions,  in  a  few  pleasant  words  proposed  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  Marston.  In  replying,  Mr. 
Marston  expressed  the  indebtedness  of  all  to  the 
Crystal  Palace  Company  and  other  prize-givers, 
to  the  judges,  timekeepers,  and  scorers,  and  espe- 
cially to  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  for  the  hearty  way  in 
which  they  had  all  co-operated  to  make  the  affair  a 
success.  Some  'notes  on  the  Tournament  will  be 
found  in  other  columns. 

Next  week  we  hope  to  have  some  notes  on  the 
Tournament  from  well-known  anglers  who  were 
present.; 


THE  BEOADS  EEVISITED. 

Sixteen  years  ago  I  was  one  of  a  party  of  twelve 
bent  upon  a  week's  cruise  among  the  waterways  and 
meres  of  Norfolk.  During  the  hottest  period  of  the 
present  tropical  summer,  I  induced  the  partner  of 
joys  and  cares  to  accompany  me  on  a  second  trip 
to  beautiful  Broadland;  and  on  a  bright  July 
morning  we  set  sail  from  Potter  Heigham,  on  the 
Thurne,  in  a  little  cabin  craft  provided  by  George 
Applegate  the  Younger,  of  the  well-known  clan  of 
that  cognomen.  Our  boat  carried  one  big  lug-sail, 
and  a  fresh  wind  on  the  beam  bore  us  merrily  to  the 
dyke  leading  to  Womack  Water,  one  of  the  smallest 
and  most  charming  of  the  Broads. 

I  do  not  propose  to  expatiate  in  raptures  upon  the 
scenery  of  this  glorious  playground  of  eastern 
England,  though  one  is  tempted  to  essay  a  word- 
picture  of  the  Broads  in  all  the  splendour  of  the 
suinmer  pageant.  A  host  of  fishermen  will  be 
hieing  to  this  breamy  paradise  during  August  and 
September,  and  to'them  I  wiU  disclose  a  secret  or 
two  anent  likely  ".pitches  "  for  the  luring  of  bream, 
roach,  and  perch.  Affairs  have  combined  to  make 
history  since  I  first  cast  a  bait  into  the  Thurne, 
nearly  a  score  of  years  ago.  In  those  days  one 
counted  the  craft  on  the  water  in  couples  ;  but  now 
a  dozen  boats  meet  the  eye  as  one  looks  ahead  at  a 
bend  in  the  stream.  Steam  launches,  motor  boats, 
pleasure  wherries,  and  centre-board  sailing  craft 
come  and  go  in  secluded  reaches  from  nine  in  the 
morning  until  sunset,  and  the  working  of  screws, 
the  commotion  caused  by  rudders,  and  the  splashing 
of  sculls  and  quants  do  not  tend  to  the  placid  enjoy- 
ment of  summer  angling  in  the  river  and  Broads. 

Seven  days  and  nights  spent  upon  the  water 
afforded  me  considerable  instruction  and  enlighten- 
ment concerning  the  ways  of  fish  under  these  con- 
ditions of  constant  boat  traffic.  I  would  therefore 
state  from  my  own  experience  that  the  fisherman 
who  rises  early,  or  postpones  his  angUng  until  six 
in  the  evening,  will  have  the  most  favourable  chance 
of  taking  the  heavier  fish  of  any  species  during 
August  and  September.  The  big  fish  desert  the 
shallows  very  soon  after  the  passing  of  the  first  boat 
in  the  morning,  and  the  lib.  perch  which  have  been 
chasing  the  small  fry  right  up  to  the  keel  of  one's 
craft  during  the  small  hours  will  not  return  to  the 
feeding  place  until  sundown.  Small  fish  do  not 
appear  to  suffer  panic  from  the  shadow  of  passing 
boats  at  any  hour  of  the  day.  At  Potter  Heigham 
IVo.  roach  feed  all  day  long  upon  the  surface  of  the 
water  amongst  a  ruck  of  wherries  and  small  boats. 
To  bait  a  swim  in  the  course  of  the  pleasure  traflSc, 
with  a  view  of  fishing  it  during  the  middle  of  the 
day,  is  simply  a  waste  of  ground  bait,  and  a  wooing 
of  misfortune.  At  Horning  Ferry  one  day  I  saw 
six  luckless  fishermen  driven  from  baited  swims  by 
the  advent  of  wherries,  which  came  to  he  up  by  the 
bank  ;  and  I  shall  presently  relate  how  the  wash  of  a 
steamer  utterly  spoiled  a  fishy  spot  which  I  had 
carefully  marked  and  baited  at  five  in  the  morning. 

As  for  the  little  pool  at  Womack,  I  may  say  that 
it  swarms  with  roach,  though  I  caught  no  big  ones. 
The  dyke,  where  it  leaves  the  Broad,  has  a  fairly 
firm  bottom,  and  here  small  perch  abound.  I  am 
convinced  that  there  are  heavy  perch  hereabouts, 
but  during  the  daytime  they  haunt  the  weeds.  Some 
big  roach  or  rudd  broke  the  surface  of  this  Broad 
while  I  was  fishing  in  it. 

Thurne  Mouth  is  always  spoken  of  as  a  certain 
comer  for  a  pike ;  but  I  did  not  wet  a  line  again 
until  I  reached  the  mouth  of  the  first  dyke  on  the 


left  bank  above  Homing  Village.  Opposite  this 
dyke,  about  three  yards  from  the  shore,  is  a  deep 
swim  full  of  bream  and  roach.  I  cannot  record  the 
capture  of  any  monsters  during  my  trip.  My 
heaviest  bream  weighed  l^lb.,  and  another  scaled 
lib.  5oz  In  the  above-mentioned  Fwim.  which  I 
baited  with  rice  and  barley,  a  few  minutes  l>efcre 
fishing,  I  was  broken  by  a  very  hiu  bream.  The  f'ne- 
drawn  gut  parted  just  above  the  quill  flopt,  r.fttr 
the  tip  of  the  rod  had  touched  water,  and  the  cast 
and  float  went  sailing  down  the  tide  toward  •  Horning. 
An  obUging  passer-by,  in  a  rowing  skiff,  rescued  the 
tackle  for  me ;  but  the  fish  had  expelled  the  hook 
and  stolen  the  worm.  So  far  as  quantity  is  ccn- 
ccmed,  this  swim  yielded  as  many  bream  and  rca/'h 
as  I  desired.  Every  passage  of  the  fine  down  the 
swim  brought  a  bob  of  the  float,  or  that  sideways 
movement  that  betokens  a  swallowed  bait.  Some 
of  the  bream  were  fib.  apiece,  and  the  roach  weighed 
about  ^Ib. 

A  hvely  sail  the  next  morning  brought  us  to  the 
entrance  to  Wroxham  Broad.  Let  the  fisherman 
note  this  spot.  Just  above  the  "  gatway  "  to  the 
Broad  on  the  same  bank  is  a  very  good  place  for 
perch.  It  is  also  frequented  by  bream  and  roach. 
I  pulled  out  plenty  of  small  perch  here,  and  sundry 
roach  and  bream,  using  brandlings  as  bait.  The 
water  is  fairly  deep,  the  bed  of  the  river  is  gravelly, 
and  one  can  fish  from  the  bank.  Between  this  point 
and  Wroxham  Bridge,  I  w\)uld  not  advise  anyone  to 
expend  much  time  or  ground  bait.  The  river  is 
ahve  with  boats,  and  it  is  too  narrow  to  afiord  a 
quiet  swim  out  of  the  course  of  tacking  sailing  craft. 
Returning  to  the  gap  leading  to  Salhouse  Little 
Broad,  the  angler  wiU  find  a  long,  low  bank,  on  the 
same  shore,  with  some  of  the  best  perch  water  in  the 
district.  I  shall  not  soon  forget  the  sight  of  this 
stretch  disturbed  for  a  space  of  200  yards  or  so  by  the 
leaping  of  small  roach  pursued  by  big  perch.  The 
perch  were  keenly  on  the  feed  that  morning  from 
5  a.m.  tUl  11  a.m.  ;  and  my  wife  and  I  secured  three 
dozen  in  about  two  hours,  besides  several  bream, 
roach,  and  eels.  From  eight  tiU  ten  the  perch  were 
madly  hungry,  and  small  fry  skipped  and  fled  in  all 
directions  before  the  rushes  of  the  big,  striped  water- 
tigers.  I  saw  several  perch  which  could  not  have 
been  under  2lb.  apiece.  Why  did  we  not  catch 
them  ?  That  pertinent  question  is  readily  answered. 
The  small  perch  came  furiously  enough  at  our 
brandlings ;  but  the  bigger  ones  were  taking  small 
fish,  and  had  no  reUsh  for  any  other  fare.  How  I 
sighed  for  a  canf ul  of  live  minnows  and  a  few  small 
gudgeon.  I  hope  some  brother  of  the  angle  will 
profit  by  my  hint,  and  make  a  record  catch  in  this 
perch-haunted  swim.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Uve- 
bait  would  entice  several  of  these  fine  perch  early  in 
the  morning. 

Having  no  Uve-bait,  I  proposed  to  try  an  artificial 
minnow  after  breakfast.  Alas,  man  proposes !  I 
hurried  over  the  meal,  rigged  up  the  minnow  tackle, 
and  attracted  a  big  perch  right  up  to  my  feet  at  the 
first  cast.  Hope  sprang,  and  I  cast  again.  At  that 
fateful  moment  the  huge  pleasure  steamer,  the 
Queen  of  the  Broads,  came  puffing  arotmd  the  bend, 
sending  a  wave  a  foot  high  over  the  bank  upon  which 
we  stood,  and  making  our  anchored  yacht  dance  as 
though  she  would  be  flung  on  the  bank  and  stranded. 
The  wash  swept  over  my  white  duck  trousers,  which 
were  Ijdng  on  the  bank  a  yard  from  the  waterside, 
soaked  our  feet,  and  carried  away  my  bait-can, 
which  was  sunk  in  the  river  about  2ft.  from  the 
shore.  Meanwhile,  the  wash  put  such  a  strain  on 
the  stem  line  of  the  yacht  that  it  tore  the  stake  out 
of  the  ground,  and  I  had  to  run  and  recover  both  the 
line  and  stake.  The  bait-can  was  afterwards  fished 
up  from  the  mud  with  the  landing-net. 

As  for  the  perch  swim,  it  was  now  a  turbid,  churn- 
ing flood,  and  the  fish  had  fled  in  terror  to  the  deeper 
water.  It  was  aU  over  with  our  fishing.  I  am 
afraid  that  my  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  steamer 
was  not  amicable  at  that  moment.  She  had  no  right 
to  pass  us  at  such  a  pace.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
upon  inquiiy  I  leamed  that  the  obliging  old  skipper, 
who  is  known  for  his  consideration  for  fishermen, 
was  not  in  charge  that  morning.  If  steamboats 
travel  in  this  maimer  during  the  spawning  time,  we 
have  perhaps  a  sidelight  thrown  upon  the  question 
of  the  decrease  of  perch  in  the  broads  and  rivers. 
Such  a  wash  is  calculated  to  destroy  quantities  of 
the  ova. 

Somewhat  chastened  in  spirit,  we  sought  the 
haven  of  Salhouae  Little  Broad,  where  one  may  fish 
for  a  shilling  a  day.  This  water  only  afforded  us  a 
few  smaU  roach  and  perch,  but  it  contains  some  big 
fish  and  a  fair  number  of  pike. 
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*  The  last  days  were  spent  in  and'^about  Kendal 
Dyke,  on  the  Thume,  below  Potter  Heigham,  My 
biggest  bream  was  caught  in  the  dyke,  in  a  bend 
about  200  yards  from  the  mouth.  An  angler  who 
fished  the  same  swim  took  ten  good  fish.  From  this 
point  to  Potter  Heigham  Bridge  there  are  plenty  of 
bream ;  and  about  the  mouth  of  the  dyke,  I  caught 
some  presentable  perch  with  a  spoon-bait.  Bream 
of  31b.  and  2Jlb.  were  taken  here  during  our 
stay. 

In  this  reach  is  Scree's  Hole.  Scree  is  a  redoubt- 
able fisherman  of  Potter  Heigham,  and  he  knows  a 
rudd  hole  near  the  pumping- mill,  where  he  haa  taken 
a  dozen  or  more  of  big  fish  before  breakfast.  Possibly 
A  persuasive  fisherman  may  be  able  to  get  on  the 
softer  side  of  Scree,  and  learn  all  about  the 
famous  hole.  I  had  not  the  pleasm-e  of  meeting 
Mr.  Scree. 

To  sum  up :  the  rivers  and  broads  still  teem  with 
fish,  and  the  bream  are  "  coming  on  well "  at 
Wroxham,  Homing,  Potter  Heigham  Sounds,  and 
Hickhng.  Pike  are  rather  difficult  to  find  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  but  they  may  be  seen  "  striking  " 
near  the  mouths  of  dykes  late  in  the  evening.  Perch 
seem  to  be  abundant  wherever  there  is  a  clean  bed 
to  the  rivers ;  and  I  strongly  advise  the  August 
fisherman  to  obtain  minnows  for  love  or  money,  for 
the  perch  are  feeding  chiefly  on  fish.  I  do  not  pin 
my  faith  to  either  worms  or  paste  as  bait  for  bream. 
The  fish  will  take  both  dainties,  and  it  is  a  good  plan 
to  follow  the  local  example,  and  to  have  two  hooks — 
one  baited  with  a  worm,  and  the  other  with  paste. 
Fish  deep  and  fish  fine,  and  return  undersized  fish 
tD  the  water.  It  is  shocking  to  see  large  bream  left 
to  rot  on  the  banks.  I  filleted  our  bream,  and  fried 
them  in  butter  with  plenty  of  pepper.  Cooked  in 
this  manner  bream  is  not  only  edible — it  is  even 
rehshing  after  three  hours'  fishing  and  a  bathe. 

Walter  M.  Galuchan. 


"WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geenj 


(Continued  from  page  61.) 

SuND  AT  is  a  rare  day  for  visiting.  It  is  a  universal 
"  At  Home  "  with  the  people  of  Donegal  after  noon- 
time. To  take  full  advantage  of  this  custom  and 
to  satisfy  my  craving  for  explorations  on  river- 
banks  I  lunched  early  and  sparingly  on  bread  and 
cheese.  The  reason  for  this  moderation  will  be 
understood  when  I  say  that  my  method  of  intro- 
ducing myself  to  the  tenants  of  the  farms  and 
cabins  I  desired  to  visit  was,  while  unfaihngly  suc- 
cessful, so  uniform  that  I  was  Ukely  to  be  filledfout 
with  newly-drawn  frothy  bowls  of  milk.  The  indus- 
tries of  the  cabins  in  Donegal  are  carpets,  tweed 
cloths,  stockings,  embroidered  linen,  and  lace. 

I  am  now  quite  read  up  in  the  quahties  of  their 
tweeds,  and  I  know  the  roots  and  herbs  from  which 
the  dyes  are  taken,  and,  I  may  add,  am  the  happy 
possessor  of  some  pretty  suit-lengths.  I  have  em- 
broidered pillow-cases,  side-sUps  and  afternoon 
tea-cloths  which  those  great  authorities  Messrs. 
Robinson  and  Gleaver  would  give  me  a  profit  on  ; 
so  lovely  is  the  open  work  and  so  exact  the  raised 
shamrock  that  no  price  will  buy  them  of  me. 

Fashion  is  a  factor  in  Irish  life,  the  influence  of 
which  was  sufficient  with  a  girl  at  Ardara  to  cause 
her  to  attend  school  without  her  boots  because  the 
wearing  of  them  would  ensure  remarks  from  her 
schoolfellows.  In  some  parts  it  appears  to  be 
quite  correct  for  gates  and  fences  to  be  broken,  for 
doors  to  be  off  their  hinges,  and  for  weeds  to  grow 
everywhere,  even  on  cottage  roofs,  A  spick-and- 
span  homestead,  where  the  cabin  walls  are  as  white 
as  lime-wash  can  make  them,  and  further  distin- 
guished by  a  covering  of  slates  instead  of  straw,  is 
rare  and  attracts  the  eye. 

It  was  in  such  a  home  that  I  found  Mr.'and  Mrs. 
Ryan  and  their  widowed  daughter.  I  had  been 
told,  "  It's  just  a  rale  ould  gintlcman  and  lady  j'ou'U 
be  finding  within  the  same.'i  It  was  the  daughter 
who  answered  my  knock  and  invited  me  inside. 
Mr.  Ryan  and  his  wife  were  sitting  one  on  each  side 
of  the  great  open  fireplace,  and,  judging  by  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  stirring  spoon  in  her  hand  and  on 
the  fire  a  crock  which  gave  forth  savoury  whiffs 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  hd  was  lifted  by  accumu- 
lated steam,  she  was  preparing  the  midday  meal. 
1 1  was  not  so  easy  to  discover  why  Ryan  was  there 


on  such  a  hot  day,  but  later  on  I  knew  that  he  was 
"  coorting.-S  Why  not  1  He  is  an  Irishman  and 
only  seventy-three.  They  rose  simultaneously  and 
said  simultaneously,  "  Welcome  to  you,  sorr.'- 
When  the  daughter  explained  to  them  that  I  was 
thirsty  they  both  spoke  again,  "  What  would  the 
gintleman  wish  for  most  V'-I  replied,  "  Thank  you, 
I  should  hke  some  milk,'!  and,  after  drinking  it  and 


answer,  and  then  I  assured  him  I  knew  nothing  of 
pohtics,  being  only  a  countryman  and  a  fisherman 
longing  to  see  the  country  look  lovely  and  pros- 
perous, and  therefore  he  need  only  forget  my 
question. 

His  answer  came  in  a  raised,  excited  tone  that 
caused  me  to  look  for  explanation  in  the  wife's  face  ; 
but  her  eyes  were  fixed  on  her  husband  and,  as  he 
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1  r.  K.  Oeen. 


again  thanking  them,  I  was  about  to  leave  them  to 
their  dinner-preparing  and  love-making.  But  I  was 
not  to  go  until  much  had  been  said  about  Ireland 
and  its  needs. 

Not  altogether  dissociating  himself  from  his 
neighbours  Mr.  Ryan  remarked,  "  We  are  always 
waiting  for  Land  Bills  and  Land  Bills.  It's 
lead  the  same  are  putting  in  our  brogues.  Who 
amongst  the  mighty  spakers  can  give  us  back  the 


spoke,  her  pride  was  evidently  very  great.  "  It's 
not  forgetting  the  question  we  can  be.  It  will  be  a 
great  day  for  many  of  us  when  the  powerful  spakers 
permit  us  to  do  that  same.  May  we  be  presarved 
from  getting  all  we  ask.'! 

In  response  to  this  the  old  lady  with  uplifted 
finger  said,  "  The  same  is  true  for  them.'l 

Much  else  was  said  by  the  old  folks,  but  no  words 
came  that  plainly  approved  or  condemned ;  but 
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hours  of  sunshine  we  have  lost  in  blathering  ?  How 
shall  it  help  us  if  we  get  the  land  entoirely  if  we  are 
too  long  lazily  waiting  for  the  same  ?  !1  ]  ventured 
to  ask  this  intelligent  representative  of  the  largest 
class,  the  smalf  farmer,  if,  in  his  opinion,  laws  could 
be  better  made  in  DubUn  ?  The  old  gentleman's 
eyes  flashed  at  me,  and,  fearing  I  had  made  a  mistake, 
I  was  quick  to  hold  up  my  hand  before  he  could 


the  following  may  be  taken  as  giving  the  impression 

I  brought  away  wth  me  : — 

"  And  we  still  might  pot  on  without  doctors, 

If  they'd  let  the  ould  island  alune ; 
And  if  purple-mon,  priests  and  tithe-proctors 

Were  crammed  down  the  great  gun  of  Athlone." 

Over  and  above  and  beyond  any  impression  of 
mine  was  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  anxiety  and 
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hope  of  tlje  one  that  the  words  falhng  from  the  lips 
of  the  other  should  be  to  the  purpose,  and  the  nod 
and  smile  of  encouragement  which  they  gave  each 
other  in  turn,  and  the  pleased  flush  it  called  up, 
showed  that  such  approval  was  to  them  what  the 
applause  of  a  multitude  is  to  a  pubhc  speaker. 
During  the  long  conversation  I  had  opportunities  of 
taking  note  of  my  surroundings.  The  Ught  of  the 
blazing  turf  fire  was  given  back  in  ruddy  reflections 
from  the  bright  plates  that  were  ranged  upon  the 
well-scoured  dresser  in  gradual  order  from  the 
smallest  plate  to  the  largest  dish.  The  table  was  as 
white  as  scouring  could  make  it,  and  everything 
was  equally  clean  and  in  its  place.  In  the  far 
comer  were  sacks  of  meal,  the  narrow  circles  of 
white  round  their  base  proclaiming  their  contents. 
In  the  firehght  and  amidst  the  reflections  that  came 
back  from  numberless  reflectors  were  the  old 
couple's  happy  faces.  The  lady's  age  I  had  to 
guess  ;  but  no  matter,  of  a  certainty  they  are  lovers 
stiU. 

Mr.  Ryan's  opinion  may  impress  some,  but  is  it 
not  a  fact  that  Ireland  had  many  grievances  of  long 
standing  which  sorely  needed  the  agitator's  agita- 
tion ?  I  heard  a  much-respected  English  M.P.  tell 
a  deputation  to  "  Agitate,  agitate,  agitate."  Their 
grievance  was  not  so  very  great,  but  they  agitated 
and  got  their  way.  Animals  that  make  the  most 
noise  when  they  are  in  trouble  get  relief  the  soonest. 
A  poor  sheep  may  hang  by  its  wool  in  a  thorny 
thicket  until  it  rots,  while  the  noisy  pig  will  get 
immediate  attention.  When  a  man  has  acquired 
all  he  needs  he  is  apt  to  get  quickly  out  of  patience 
with  tales  of  woe  ;  he  is  full  so  let  there  be  no  more 
discordant  voices. 

Agitation  has  done  much  for  Ireland,  so  much 
indeed  that  every  Enghshman  should  be  grateful 
that  at  last  there  is  a  prospect  of  the  agitators — 
many  a  noble  man  amongst  them — losing  their 
occupation  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  they  will  have 
finished  their  work  as  near  as  may  be. 

It  was  by  the  purchase  of  hosiery  that  I  satisfied 
myself  I  had  paid  for  the  bowl  of  milk  which  was 
given  me  at  Mr.  Timothy  Sarly's  cabin.  The  Irish 
are  generosity  itself,  and  you  may  not  offer  them 
payment  for  that  which  will  quench  a  wayfarer's 
thirst.  It  was  Mr.  Sarly  himself  who  invited  me  in, 
and  I  fear  I  must  have  kept  him  from  some  Catholic 
observance,  as  he  was  dressed  in  his  best  and  was 
crowned  with  a  tall  silk  hat.  I  had  always  thought 
that  this  headgear  needed  dressing  up  to  ;  it  is  asso- 
ciated in  my  mind  with  buttoned  frock-coats  ;  yet 
one  glance  showed  me  that  a  tall,  handsome,  bright, 
hazel-eyed  picture  of  indolence,  like  Tim  Sarly,  may 
wear  it  at  all  times  and  with  anything  that  was  ever 
stitched  together.  I  never  could  learn  how  to  put 
one  on,  and  seldom  tried ;  but  when  I  did,  mother, 
wife,  or  daughter  had  to  alter  its  position.  It  seems 
to  me  to  want  a  lot  of  doing,  yet  a  real  Pat  can  do  it 
every  time  and  look  the  roguish  gentleman  he  is ; 
no  matter  that  the  patch  on  the  knee  of  his  trousers 
is  not  quite  the  same  colour  as  the  garment  itself. 

I  told  Sarly  that  I  was  a  countryman,  and 
not  a  lover  of  towns.  He  sympathetically  repHed, 
"  Shure,  and  no  wonder  ;  it's  meself  that's  always 
the  worse  for  a  visit  to  them." 

We  threaded  our  way — we  had  on  our  Sunday 
brogues — between  the  dirty  strong-smelhng  pools 
that  occupied  three-fourths  of  the  yard,  pools  that 
were  constantly  stirred  by  pigs,  fowls,  geese,  and 
ducks,  to  where  a  sight  of  the  grass  could  be  had. 

The  fact  of  there  being  a  gate  to  protect  the  little 
meadow,  and  Pat's  reaidy  acceptance  of  it  as  a 
resting-place  for  both  his  elbows,  while  he  rubbed 
his  chin  and  looked  important,  as  if  calculating  the 
heaps  of  money  the  hay  would  bring,  gave  me  sulE- 
cient  confidence,  in  spite  of  past  experiences,  to  rest 
my  right  foot  on  the  second  bar.  The  gate  fell 
forward  and  my  leg  with  it,  so  that  my  seat  almost 
touched  the  ground,  while  my  left  leg  was  painfully 
stretched  backward.  Fortunately,  the  farmer  was 
in  the  meantime  making  a  clutch  at  my  coat.  This 
saved  me,  but  he  lost  his  hold  and  his  balance,  had 
to  take  a  faUing  step  forward,  tripped  amongst  the 
bars  and  had  a  fall.  We  smiled  at  each  other  while 
he  smoothed  the  nap  of  the  family  relic  which  he 
placed  on  quite  another  part  of  his  head  from  that 
which  it  had  occupied  before.  Then  his  smile 
changed  to  a  severe  frown  while  he  explained  that 
the  accident  was  the  fault  of  Garrotty,  the  smith, 
■  ho  had  promised  him  nails  when  the  field  was  first 
'  laid  up.".  "  A  murtherin  villain,  bad  luck  to  him, 
and  divil  a  pity.  It's  the  back  of  me  hand  he'll  get 
for  the  rest  of  me  life.'i  There  was  a  sudden  stop  to 
his  good  wishes  for  the  poor  smith,  and,  after  scratch- 
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ing  his  head,  which  appears  to  be  a  much  approved 
method  for  clearing  Irish  brains,  he  added,  "  It's 
meself  that's  shure  it  was  Garrotty,  the  divil  take 
him,  that  I  had  the  spaking  to.'' 

I  was  asking  him  if  his  grass  was  not  a  little  over- 
ripe just  as  he  and  his  gate  went  over,  and  as  I  feel 
interested  in  over-ripe  grass,  I  repeated  my  question. 
"  Shure  and  it's  meself  that  would  be  busy  a  week 
since,  but  me  naybur  is  himself  using  the  scythe 
Faix,  it's  buying  one  I'll  be  anyhow,  and  then  I'll  be 
disappinting  the  spalpeen  that  lint  it  to  me — and 
small  blame  to  me  either  !  '' 

A  noise  of  children  driving  pigs  caused  us  to  turn 
round  to  see  a  game  of  cross-purposes  in  the  potato 
patch,  out  of  which  the  grunters,  after  much  huish 
ing,  are  driven  only  to  be  lost  again  among  the  big 
cabbages  of  the  next  plot.  It  dawned  on  Pat  now 
that  reinforcements  were  needed  if  the  animals  were 
to  be  housed,  so  he  whistled  his  dog,  which,  coming 
and  seeing  the  seriousness  of  affairs,  made  his  best 
noise.  I  joined  the  beaters  and  as  everybody  was 
huishing  I  said  "  Huish  ! '-  to  the  curly  tails  as  they 
bobbed  up  here  and  there  above  the  greens.  I 
suppose  there  was  not  enough  go  in  my  "  Huish  !  " 
for,  instead  of  going,  the  pigs  came,  my  way ;  down 
the  very  trench,  indeed,  in  which  I  stood.  It  was 
Mr.  Tim  Sarly  himself  that  laughed  more  loudly  than 
the  boys  ;  yet,  when  I  got  up;  everyone  looked  quite 
serious,  seemed  sorry  and  said  they  were. 

W^e,  I  say  "  we  "  mth  little  pride,  got  them  into 
the  sty  at  last  and  the  biggest  of  the  little  Sarlys 
held  the  gap  and  cried,  "  Arrah,  be  aisy,  where' s  the 
door  at  all  ?  "-  This  was  fished  out  from  one  of  the 
miniature  loughs  of  liquid  manure,  and  placed 
against  the  opening.  It  was  put  wrong  side  out  so 
that  the  ledges  should  be  a  support  for  the  wooden 
prop  that  was  to  hold  it  in  its  place  until  the  pigs 
were  rested  and  hungry  again  when,  no  doubt,  the 
little  comedy  (minus  my  misfortune)  would  be 
played  again. 

It  was  Sarly  himself  who,  looking  at  my  clothes, 
tendered  advice  that  might  have  been  useful  had  it 
been  offered  sooner.  "  It's  aisy  you  must  be,  and 
shure  you  must  stand  where  the  pigs  themselves 
can  see  yer  honor's  detarmination.  May  I  make 
bould  to  ask  yer  honour  to  walk  in  and  tak  a  sate, 
and  it's  some  of  the  dirt  I'll  be  taking  from  ye.'' 

Mr.  Sarly,  outdoors,  was  quite  an  importaht 
fellow,  yet,  no  sooner  inside  his  cabin  than  he 
swelled  out  and  up  considerably.  "  Mabby,  set  a 
chair  for  the'gintleman.  Tim,  is  that  a  pathern  of 
yer  manners  to  the  gintleman  that  gave  ye  the 
fish  ?  Quiet  the  child,  will  ye,''  and  then,  turning 
to  Mrs.  Sarly  with  a  slight  bend  of  the  upper 
part  of  his  great  structure  and  with  one  arm 
akimbo — the  hand  of  which  held  the  great  hat — 
and  with  his  other  arm  stretched  towards  me, 
he  said,  "  Shure,  thin,  this  is  the  gintleman  that'll 
be  killing  all  the  fish  in  Donegal  before  he'll  lave 
it  at  all,  and  it's  by  the  same  token  that  tim 
brought  us  two  of  thim."- 

The  Uttle  Sarlys  were  everywhere  in  general,  and 
particularly  so  over  and  about  their  taU,  handsome 
mother.  She  was  so  cumbered  with  them  that  I 
offered  her  my  hand  quickly,  fearing  she  might 
attempt  some  grand  curtsey  to  match  the  manners 
of  her  husband. 

It  was  evident  that  knitting,  poultry  and  eggs 
brought  in  too  httle  for  anything  beyond  the 
plainest  and  poorest  of  clothes— much  of  which 
needed  mending — and  that  it  would  be  a  blessing  to 
the  mother  and  children  if  Pat,  the  husband  and 
father,  would  forget  the  past,  give  over  dreams  of 
the  future,  buy  the  scythe  and  cut  the  grass. 

Amongst  all  this  rugged  Ufe,  bustle  and  con- 
fusion, and  in  spite  of  it  all,  I  saw  a  look  from  the 
wife  straight  to  the  husband's  eyes ;  and  the 
answer  they  gave  back  plainly  told  that  the  great 
twin  Irish  gems,  mutual  faith  and  love,  were  tJiere. 
Having  Mr.  Sarly's  pigs  in  mind  I  suggested  to  him 


that  he  might  make  a  better  profit  by  selling  them 
direct  to  large  consumers,  thus  dispensing  with  the 
middleman.  To  this  he  replied,  "  Divil  a  squeak  of 
money  have  I  as  yet  for  the  pig  I  sent  to  Dublin."- 

It  is  said  there  is  comfort  to  be  gained  from  listen- 
ing to  another's  parallel  woes,  so  I  attempted  to 
solace  him  by  telling  him  that  my  father  was  almost 
as  unlucky  with  a  pig  as  he  had  been.  Sarly's 
curiosity  was  immediately  aroused,  and  I  had  to 
give  him  these  particulars  :— 

"  My  father  had  a  very  old  friend  who  had 
married  a  Scotch  lady,  and  they  settled  in  London. 
He  came  to  Devonshire  to  see  my  father  about  nine 
years  after  I  made  my  first  appearance.  My  father's 
friend  was  the  biggest  man  I  had  ever  seen,  and  I 
thought  him  as  clever  as  he  was  big.  His  play- 
acting in  our  barn,  where  he  showed  us  how  Shakes- 
peare was,  and  should  be,  acted,  kept  every  boy's 
mouth  widely  open.  We  wondered  how  he  could 
be  spared  from  London  town  and  thought  of  the 
grand  reception  he  would  get  on  his  return.  Unfor- 
tunately, his  parents,  unmindful  of  his  great  talents, 
had  put  him  in  a  business  that  did  not  suit  him  and 
he  lost  his  fortune.  Soon  afterwards,  in  response  to 
a  letter  from  London,  a  pig  was  killed  and  sent  him, 
and  when  the  hamper  came  back  I  saw  it  opened. 
Just  inside  the  cover  there  was  a  picture  plate  of  a 
boy  of  about  my  own  age,  dressed  in  such  a  splendid 
Highland  costume  that  I  then  and  there  longed  to  be 
dressed  as  he  was.  Carefully,  and  all  too  slowly,  the 
next  covering  was  taken  off,  and  there  came  to  view 
a  layer  of  Glengarry  caps,  and  under  those  another 
layer  of  Glengarry  caps,  and  then  the  whito  cloths 
the  pork  had  been  wrapped  in.  On  the  surface, 
Mr.  Sarly,  this  would  appear,  to  mere  men,  an  xm- 
profitable  exchange  of  pig  for  caps  ;  but  we  boys 
recognised  the  cloth.  It  was  the  great  actor's 
trousers,  the  very  garment  he  wore  when  acting  in 
our  barn,  that  had  been  out  up  and  made  into 
Glengarry  caps.'i 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  "HAEDY"  ROD  FLY  AND  BAIT 
CASTING  COMPETITION,  CRYSTAL' 
PALACE,  JULY  28,  1904. 


*^:*  Further  particulars  will  appear  next  week. 

(A)  Salmon  Fly  Casting  (any  style).- 

Rod  not  to  exceed  18ft.  in  length,  nor  48  oz.  in 
weight. 

First  prize,  silver  cup,  value  ten  guineas  ;  second 
prize,  three  guineas. 

Result.  Distance  cast. 

1.  Mr.  D.  C.  E.  Muir. .        . .  364ft. 

2.  Mr.  H.  W.  Little  . .       . .  361ft. 


(B)  Trotjt  Fly  Casting  (any  style). 

Rod  not  to  exceed  lljft.,  nor  more  than  IJoz; 
per  foot. 

First  prize,  silver  cup,  value  ten  guineas ;  second 
prize,  three  guineas. 

Result.  Distance  cast. 

1.  Mr.  Lawrence  Hardy      . .  300ft. 

2.  rMr.  F.  G.  Shaw    ..  283ft. 


(G)  Trout  Fly  Casting  (any"  style). 
Rod  not  to  exceed  5|oz,  in  weight. 

First  prize,  silver  cup,  value  ten  guineas  ;  second 
prize,  three  guineas. 

Result.  Distance  east. 

1.  Mr.  Lawrence  Hardy      . ,  283ft. 

2.  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw    . .       . .  254ft. 


(D)  Double-handed  Bait  Casting  from  the 

Reel,- 

Rod  not  to  exceed  12ft,  Gin.    Weight  of  bait,  loz.- 

First  prize,  silver  cup,  value  ten  guineas ;  second 
prize,  three  guineas.- 

Result, — Unfinished  at  time  of  going  to  press. 

(E)  Single-handed  Bait  Casting  from  the 

Reel.: 

Rod  not  to  exceed  8ft,  6in.    Weight  of  bait,  ^oz. 

First  prize,  silver  cup,  value  ten  guineas ;  second 
prize,  three  guineas. 
Result. — Unfinished  at  time  of  going  to  press. 

[3] 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion.)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley). — ^Recent  rains  have  improved 
the  condition  of  the  river,  and  a  much  better  stream 
is  now  running.  Roach  are  at  present  feeding  badly, 
while  gudgeon  come  freely  to  the  rake.  Sport  has 
been  very  quiet  during  the  past  three  weeks.  A 
few  chub  have  been  taken  with  the  fly,  and  several 
good  eels  have  been  caught.  One  or  two  barbel 
have  come  to  the  net,  but  these  have  been  small. 
Prospects  for  better  sport  are  more  promising  than 
they  have  been  for  several  weeks, — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Teddingfton  Weir). — The  fishing  is  improv- 
ing here.  In  two  half-days,  with  Mr.  Islip,  we  got 
one  barbel,  four  jack,  three  chub,  one  rainbow 
trout  about  21b.  In  one  half-day,  with  Mr.  Reith- 
muUer,  one  barbel,  three  dozen  roach.  In  one  day, 
Mr.  Picton,  iEour  dozen  roach  and  two  jack.  Mr. 
Hemingway  has  taken  several  barbel,  two  largest, 
61b.,  41b.  Mr.  Redding,  jack  and  chub  up  to  21b. 
Now  we  have  got  some  rain  sport  ought  to  be  much 
better.— W.  McBride. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeach).  —  Angling 
during  the  week  has  been  confined  to  the  silver  and 
brown  bream.  Considering  the  great  influx  of  the 
holiday  angler  some  numerous  excellent  bags  have 
been  weighed  in  on  this  stretch  of  the  Cam,  from 
81b.  to  101b.,  141b.,  etc.,  largest  fish  21b.  lOoz. 
Roach  are  shy,  but  perch  are  giving  good  sport  up 
to  Jib.  each. — John  O.  Geobge,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Distriot).— The  rains  this 
week  have  brought  a  welcome  freshet  down  the  Dart, 
and  peal  and  truff  are  on  the  move,  but  few  are 
being  taken.  There  is  a  prospect  of  better  sport  in 
the  coming  week.  Messrs.  Edmonds  and  ToUit 
have  had  some  decent  catches  of  peal  above 
Staverton,  and  on  July  25  Mr.  Revell  secured  a  nice 
brace ;  Mr.  E.  Distin  caught  five  on  the  22nd  and 
three  on  the  following  evening.  Mr.  Ackrell,  jun., 
has  had  good  sport  about  Buckfastleigh,  and  a  fine 
121b.  salmon  was  taken  from  Nursery  Pool  with  the 
worm  on  July  25  by  Mr.  Wright.  The  Board  of 
Conservators,  on  July  25,  elected  a  fourth  water 
bailiff  to  take  on  duty  next  week. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — On  all  waters  prospects 
are  promising,  as  the  rain  has  been  sufficient  to  put 
a  spate  in  each  of  them.  Some  dead  trout  have 
been  noticed  at  the  junction  of  the  Exe  and  Greedy. 
On  the  Carey)  one  angler  secured  , eleven  |trout  on 
July  23,  but  none  of  any  great  size.  Just  at  present 
fly  fishing  is  not  likely  to  be  rewarded  with  much 
success,  as  the  water  is  too  thick,  but  fish  will  no 
doubt  rise  as  the  streams  thin  down.  John  Chappie, 
of  Plymouth,  has  been  awarded  fourteen  days'  hard 
labour  by  Ivybridge  magistrates  for  using  dynamite 
to  catch  trout  in  the  Yealm,  at  PusUnch  Bridge. 
Two  dead  fish  were  found  after  his  act  with  the 
films  of  their  eyes  broken,  and  doubtless  more  were 
killed.  A  few  such  lessons  will  have  a  salutary 
effect. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths). — The  long-desired  rain  has  at  last  come, 
and  both  rivers  will  benefit  immensely  by  it.  To- 
day (July  27J  the  Manifold  is  too  much  coloured  for 
fishing,  but  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  so  anglers  will 
get  the  full  benefit.  This  last  week  Mr,  Russell 
Barker  and  Captain  Cragg  have  had  fair  sport,  the 
evening  rise,  as  a  rule,  being  the  best.  Captain 
Cragg  has  just  come  in  with  1^  brace  of  trout 
(^-pounders)  and  a  brace  of  grayling,  lib.  each. — 
Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Some  fairly  heavy  spates  have 
fallen  during  the  past  two  or  three  days,  which 
have  had  the  effect  of  considerably  improving  the 
condition  of  this  river,  which  has  for  a  considerable 
period  run  too  low  and  clean  for  remunerative 
angling ;  already  a  substantial  rise  of  water  is 
recorded,  and  as  the  rain  continues  to  faU  and  bids 
fair  to  continue,  some  good  sport  should  be  ensured 
during  the  coming  week.  I  hear  of  several  nice 
trout  having  been  taken  in  the  lower  stream,  but 
at  the  time  of  writing  an  authentic  record  is  not  to 
hand.  In  consequence  of  a  somewhat  nasty  sea 
having  run  more  or  less  during  the  week,  combined 
with  rain  and  mists,  only  a  moderate  number  [of 
sea  anglers  have  visited  the  fishing  grounds.  Some 
fair  catches  have  been  made,  whiting  and  haddock 
chiefly  being  taken.  From  the  piers  and  quay 
improved  sport  is  recorded,  but  the  fish  taken  are 
somewhat  diminutive. — J.  Jackson. 

Bze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  heavy  rains  have 
somewhat  improved  matters,  as  the  stale  weeds 
and  accumulated  scum,  etc.,  had  made  the  water 
very  bad,  and  several  dead  salmon  and  other  fish 
were  in  evidence.  Some  trout  have  been  caught  in 
the  Exe,  Culm,  and  Creedy,  also  some  good  perch 
and  roach,  the  most  successful  being  Messrs.  R. 


Mostyn,  A.  J.  Roberts  (on  a  holiday  visit  from 
Ireland),  Shapley,  Theuwissen,  and  Kelley.  In  the 
Exeter  Canal  some  tench,  eele,  and  perch  in  large 
quantities,  not  size,  have  been  caught  with  live 
minnow,  worm,  and  whitebait  at  Topsham  Locks 
and  Turf  respectively,  Mr.  Hopewell,  as  usual, 
being  to  the  front.  Roach  of  more  than  usual  size 
have  also  been  taken  with  creed  wheat  and  sweet 
paste,  but  carp  have  nob  yet  been  on.  Weather 
now  dull  and  raining  heavily,  which  is  most  welcome. 
Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  rains  have  freshened 
up  the  Lea  nicely — mid-week  it  was  a  little  coloured 
here  and  there — and  sport  has  improved.  Roach 
have  been  feeding  better,  and  several  satisfactory 
baskets  are  recorded  from  the  Ware  and  Hertford 
waters.  On  Wednesday,  July  27,  Mr.  Hammond, 
of  Ware,  took  a  lot  of  roach,  including  one  of  lib.  3oz. 
Fishing  early  on  Wednesday  morning  at  Dobb's 
Weir,  Hoddesdon,  two  London  sportsmen  caught 
301b  of  fine  bream.  One  of  the  fish  was  a  beautiful 
specimen  of  61b.  The  lower  waters  at  Enfield  Lock, 
Ponders  End,  and  Tottenham  ought  to  yield  some 
bream  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lagg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  out  of  order  owing  to  the  recent  heavy 
rain.  The  weather  is  still  unsettled,  and  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  water  will  be  in  order  for  fly- 
fishing by  the  holidays,  and  anglers  will  have  to  try 
their  luck  with  wasp  grub  and  worm. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Since  sending  my  last 
wee  It's  contribution,  we  have  had  a  splendid  rainfall 
in  this  district,  which  will  effect  a  considerable  im- 
provement in  many  ways,  but  particularly  so  as  far 
as  angling  is  concerned.  Great  quantities  of  fish 
have  been  taken  during  the  past  few  days  in  the 
vicinity  of  Peterborough ;  but  the  finest  catch  has 
been  a  bream,  weighing  61b.  2oz.,  by  Mr.  G.  Ward. 
The  fish  was  taken  on  a  very  light  rod,  which  has 
been  in  constant  use  for  over  twenty  years. — E.A.S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — At  present  time 
of  reporting  (July  27)  the  river  is  in  spate  from  the 
late  severe  rains,  and  fly-fishing  must  wait  until 
it  fines  down.  In  the  last  week  the  fish  have  not 
moved  to  the  fly  at  all  well,  and  no  takes  of  im- 
portance have  occurred.  A  good  many  sea-trout 
and  an  occasional  salmon  have  of  late  been  netted 
in  the  mackerel  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  Otter. 
This  gives  hope  that  a  few  of  these  fiah  may  fall  to 
the  rods  before  long. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — We  have  been  visited 
by  some  very  acceptable  rain,  which  has  much 
improved  the  colour  of  the  river  and  put  a  bit 
more  stream  on.  Takes  of  fish  have  been  very 
good  generally,  and  all  kinds  are  feeding  pretty 
freely.  On  July  26,  while  out  with  Dr.  Gover,  we 
got  some  very  good  tench,  roach,  rudd,  and  perch — 
a  real  mixed  lot.  The  rudd  here  are  especially 
brilliant  and  in  fine  condition. — A.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — The  welcome  rain  has  come  at  last 
and  the  rivers  have  benefited  considerably.  Some 
good  hauls  of  peal  have  been  had  on  the  Tavy  by 
Mr.  Legassick  and  Capt.  Roe ;  also  the  fishermen 
from  Tavistock,  who  do  not  live  so  close  to  the 
water  as  some  do.  The  stagnant  water  has  all  been 
washed  out,  and  the  rivers  are  nice  and  fresh. 
There  are  lots  of  fish  at  Virtuous  Lady  pools,  but 
you  must  be  there  very  early  if  you  want  to  get  a 
look  in.  On  the  Dart  they  have  not  been  doing  so 
well — for  some  reason  the  fish  have  not  been  rising 
well  at  all. — William  Heabder. 

Somerset  Streams  (Williton,  Dunster,  etc.). — 
Very  fair  sport  has  been  had  on  these  little  brooks 
in  spite  of  low  water  and  bright  weather.  Last 
week  self  and  friend  took  about  six  dozen  trout 
averaging  over  5oz.  each,  the  largest  were  between 
Jib.  and  lib.  Nearly  all  took  the  Blue  Dun  or 
Upright,  except  on  one  occasion,  when  in  a  large 
pool  on  the  sea  beach  the  fancy  seized  them  to  taka 
the  Black  Gnat  which  my  friend  was  using ;  with 
this  he  got  five  trout  in  an  hour  or  two,  which 
weighed  not  far  from  41b,  Some  of  the  fish  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  small  streams  are  just  as  large. 
My  best  was  just  under  the  pound.  Prospects  are 
now  good  for  next  week.  At  present  the  streams 
are  in  high  flood.  I  hear  that  a  part  of  the  Dunster 
stream  is  free. — J.  Paul  Taylor. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry).  — Many  London  anglers 
have  visited  this  part  during  the  past  week,  and 
sport  has  greatly  improved.  Mr.  Bedford  (Anchor 
and  Hope)  had  some  good  sized  roach,  heaviest, 
l^lb.    Mr.  Jenkins  (Stockwell),  14Jlb.  of  roach  one 


Trodt,  Sea-Troct,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  ill  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
.Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
<;a8ts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  beat  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  MiLLBB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Fisoator,  Leeds." 


day.  Mr.  Moss,  of  the  Daily  Mirror,  haA  a  very 
fine  show  of  roach,  also  one  bream,  3Jlb.  Mr. 
Oliver  (Sportsman  A.C.)  121b,  of  roach.  Mr. 
Osmond  and  others  also  had  good  takes.  Bain 
much  wanted- — J.  ICirby. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— There 
is  but  a  poor  record  for  the  past  week.  We  have 
had  a  few  gentle  showers,  but  rivers  are  far  too 
bright  for  successful  sport.  Until  we  get  a  good 
downpour,  anglers  are  better  at  home,  or  should 
indulge  in  harbour  or  sea- angling,  where  sport  is 
good.  There  are  plenty  of  mullet,  baas,  and  flat- 
fish in  Chichester  harbour.  The  netsmen  are  taking 
some  good  mullet.  Chichester  Canal  appear.9  as 
weedy  as  ever ;  the  authorities  are,  I  believe, 
endeavouring  to  get  rid  of  some  of  the  nuisances 
for  health's  sake.  Some  years  ago  the  Chichester, 
Brighton,  and  Portsmouth  Angling  Societies  made 
a  good  clearance  at  a  cost  of  over  £50,  but  little 
has  been  done  since,  and  there  are  more  weeds 
than  ever. — Georqe  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — A  good  fall  of  rain,  which  will 
raise  the  waters,  but  if  not  continuous  will  go  back 
in  a  few  days.  Salmon  and  peal  are  coming  into 
the  rivers.  Sea-fishing,  by  those  who  understand 
the  particular  art,  is  very  good,  one  visitor  catching 
over  Icwt.  of  mixed  fish. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifl  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  river 
still  keeps  very  low,  and  rain  much  needed.  A  few 
small  takes  of  trout  are  made  by  late  evening 
fishing,  but  otherwise  no  sport  with  either  salmon 
or  trout. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  low  and  coloured. 
Although  we  have  had  six  hours'  rain  the  river  rose 
but  little  and  is  muddy.  Fly  fishing  is  now  at  a 
standstill ;  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  with 
worm  and  wasp  grub,  and  the  fish  have  been  on  the 
feed.  Before  the  rain  at  the  end  of  last  week  some 
nice  grayling  (lib.  each)  and  a  few  trout  were  taken. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  recent  heavy  rain  has 

caused  surface  water  to  get  into  the  river,  and  it  is 
now  coloured  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fly.  Few 
anglers  have  been  out  and  tried  wasp  grub  and 
worm,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had.  Prospects 
for  sport  when  the  water  clears  will  be  good.— 
Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — Sport  fairly  good.  Mr.  W.  Yates 
caught  over  four  hundred  perch  and  rudd,  and 
sixteen  pike,  the  largest  weighing  91b.,  in  three- 
and-a-half  days. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — There  has  been  a  decided  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  these  rivers  for  fishing  during 
the  past  week  as  the  result  of  the  heavy  showers. 
We  hear  of  several  good  baskets  of  trout  being 
taken  on  the  North  Tyne  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bellingham,  also  at  Chollerford  and  Corbridge. 
The  Coquet  upper  reaches  have  been  fishing  very 
well  too,  sotae  nice  baskets  of  trout  being  taken 
with  the  fly — one  of  101b.,  largest  fish,  Iflb.  Good 
sport  has  also  been  had  at  Felton.  The  Aln  is  fishing 
very  well  at  present  also.  Some  excellent  sport  his 
been  had  on  the  Wansbeck  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Morpeth  with  the  worm  and  maggot.  Useful  flies 
at  present  are  Red  Ant,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Coachman, 
Knotted  Midge,  Stone  Midge,  tuid  Orange  Duns. 
To  those  who  are  fond  of  pike  fishing,  the  following 
will  be  of  interest.  On  the  Till,  Etal  Grange 
Water,  recently,  a  very  large  pike,  scaling  271b.  Was 
taken.  It  measured  3ft.  Gin.  long  and  had  a  girth 
measurement  of  IBJin.  In  its  stomach  were  two 
whitlings,  one  of  which  weighed  3  Jib.,  and  the  other 
IJlb.  This  is  spoken  of  as  being  the  largest  pike 
caught  in  the  Till  for  some  time.— Henry  A.  Mur- 
ton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger- 
street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

XJsk  (Usk). — The  river  rose  a  foot  on  July  26 
after  some  heavy  rain,  but  we  still  want  more  to 
make  fishing  prospects  good.  However,  the  follow- 
ing "kills"  are  reported  this  week.  July  25:  Col. 
Morris,  one,  101b.  (Rock  Pool) ;  July  26 :  Mrs.  Lister, 
three,  7lb.,  91b.,  and  101b. — two  in  Parker's  and  one 
in  the  Road  Pool.— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  There  is 
very  little  to  report  this  week  as  regards  the  catches 
that  have  been  made  on  the  above  rivers  up  to 
July  23,  the  weather  being  too  hot  for  angling 
except  late  at  night,  when  a  few  nice  fish  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly.  A  large  yellow  heis  accounted 
for  some  very  good  fish,  both  trout  and  grayling ; 
several  over  lib.  each  have  been  taken  near  Matlock 
Bridge  and  also  Matlock  Dale.  The  prospect  for  the 
August  holiday  anglers  is  very  uncertain,  as  the 
weather  appears  to  be  broken  up.  Heavy  rain  on 
Monday  night  caused  these  rivers  to  rise  about 
10  or  12in.  and  the  water  very  thick.  Heavy  rain, 
with  thunder,  to-day  (July  27 ).  It  will  freshen  the 
rivers  and  improve  the  fishing  for  next  week. 
Useful  flies:  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  July  Dun, 
Dotterel,  Red  Ant,  Bed  Quill,  large  Yellow,  and 
Putty  Dun — for  evening  fishing. — Dotterel. 
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SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  July  16, 
Mr.  Maxwell  had  a  salmon,  17  Jib. ;  Mr.  D.  McLeod, 
one  grilse,  5Ib.,  and  one  sea- trout,  lilb.  ;  Mr.  Max- 
well, two  trout,  21b,,  Ulb.;  Mr.  Burt, "one  trout,  2ilb. 
On  18th,  Mr.  Ranger,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Burt, 
two  trout,  21b.,  l^lb.  On  19th,  Mr.  Ranger  had  a 
fine  sea-trout,  81b.  On  20th,  Mr.  Maxwell,  one 
grilse,  7Jlb..  and  one  trout,  1  Jib.  ;  Mr.  D.  McLeod, 
one  trout,  21b.  On  21st,  Mr.  Stewart,  one  grilse, 
81b. ;  Mr.  D.  McLeod,  one  grilse,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Woodrow, 
two  grilse,  6  Jib.,  51b. ;  Capt.  Harrington,  three  trout, 
4jlb.  ;  Mr.  D.  McLeod,  one  trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Ranger, 
three  trout,  21b.,  IJlb.,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Maxwell,  one 
trout,  21b.  On  23rd,  Mr.  Maxwell,  one  grilse,  "Jib., 
and  one  trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Woodrow,  one  grilse, 
7jlb.,  and  one  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Ranger,  one  grilse, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  Stewart,  one  grilse,  71b.,  and  three  trout, 
21b.,  IJlb  ,  lib. ;  Capt.  Harrington,  one  trout,  21b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Macleod,  one  salnaon,  17lb. ;  Mr.  Maxwell, 
two  grilse,  7Jlb.,  71b.,  and  three  trout,  21b.,  IJlb., 
Jib. ;  Mr.  Stewart,  one  trout,  21b.  ;  Capt.  Harrington, 
three  trout,  21b.,  IJlb.,  lib. — D.  Macdonald. 

Beauly. — Although  the  Beauly  river  is  still  very 
low  there  are  large  shoals  of  fish  on  the  deeper 
pools.  On  the  lower  reaches  last  week  some  extra- 
ordinary takes  were  obtained  by  the  Phipps'  party, 
Beaufort  Castle,  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Dufi,  who  between 
them  lease  the  home  beat.  The  following  were  the 
baskets  obtained  :— On  July  18,  Mr.  R.  W.  Duff 
landed  fourteen  grilse,  weighing  71b.,  61b.,  61b., 
61b.,  51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  3Jlb., 
31b.,  31b.,  and  on  the  same  date  the  Phipps'  party 
had  three  grilse  of  .51b.,  4Jlb.,  4lb.  On  19th,  the 
Phipps'  party  had  again  three  grilse  of  61b.,  51b., 
5lb.,  and  Mr."  R.  W.  Duff  four  of  61b.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb., 
and  41b.  On  20th,  Mr.  R.  W.  Duff  had  the  magni- 
ficent basket  of  eighteen  beautiful  grilse,  weighing 
61b.,  61b.,  61b.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  4lb.,  41b., 
41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  31b.,  and  on 
the  same  date  the  Phipps'  party  had  two  grilse  of 
.51b.  each.  On  2l8t,  Mr.  DuJi  had  five  nice  grilse 
of  61b.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  3Jlb,,  31b.,  while  the  Phipps' 
party  had  one  of  ojlb.  On  22nd,  Mr.  Dug  was 
successful  in  grassing  twelve  beauties  of  61b.,  61b., 
61b.,  61b.,  51b.,  51b..  51b.,  5lb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  41b., 
and  the  Phipps'  party  two  of  51b.  and  4Jlb.  On 
23rd,  Mr  DuS  again  had  three  nice  fish  of  61b., 
51b.,  and  4Jlb.  This  makes  sixty-seven  grilse  for 
the  one  beat  during  the  week,  and  from  July  1  to 
.July  23  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  grilse,  seven 
salmon,  and  seven  sea-trout  have  been  landed  for 
the  twenty  days'  fishing. — A.  R. 

Border  Eak  and  Liddle. — The  waters  are  now 
low  after  the  big  flood,  and  the  bed  of  the  Esk  has 
been  much  altered  in  many  places,  it  being  a  long 
time  since  a  flood  affected  the  river  so  much.  The 
famous  King  Pool  has  been  largely  filled  up,  and 
the  same  remark  applies  to  the  Island  PooU  While 
sea-trout  have  besn  fairly  plentiful  in  the  mid- 
reaches  at  least,  herling  have  been  scarce,  though 
during  the  past  few  days  herling  have  been  observed 
running  in  fairly  large  numbers  in  Netherby  water 
and  the  lower  reaches.  Salmon  and  grilse  are 
running,  though  not  in  large  numbers,  and  the 
tributaries  are  still  yielding  yellow  trout  in  good 
numbers.  Mr.  H.  Foster  and  Mr.  W.  Chambers 
have  had  some  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling 
in  the  lower  waters  ;  Mr.  J.  Inglis  had  a  sea-trout, 
2Jlb.,  in  the  Liddle ;  J.  Brownlee,  three  sea-trout 
and  a  herling  in  the  Liddle ;  Mr.  Walker  had  two 
aea-trout,  2|lb.  and  21b.,  and  some  good  yellow 
trout  in  the  same  river  ;  Mr.  J.  Watson  and  Mr.  J. 
Beattie  had  each  a  fine  herling  and  some  good  burn 
trout;  and  Mr.  Gardner  had  a  sea-trout  and  some 
yellow  trout.  At  a  nieht  fishing  in  Langholm 
water,  in  the  Esk,  Mr.  C.  G.  Francis  had  three  sea- 
trout,  1  Jib.  to  21b.  ;  Mr.  D.  Elliott  had  a  couple  in 
the  upper  waters  ;  Dr.  Belilio  has  had  six  sea-trout 
and  fourteen  herling  for  the  week ;  and  Mr. 
McLellan,  in  Netherby  reserved  water,  had  a  sea- 
trout,  31b.,  on  Saturday  night  (July  23).  Rev.  R. 
H.  Kerr  had  three  sea- trout  and  some  herling  in 
the  mid-reaches  for  the  week ;  Mr.  Tom  Steel,  four 
.nea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  five 
aea-trout  and  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Irving,  three  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  two  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling  ;  Mr.  H.  B.  Yates,  one  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  D.  Murray,  three  sea- 
trout  and  seven  herling  ;  Mr.  Reginald  Steel,  two 
■ioa-trout  and  some  herling  ;  Mr.  T.  Bell,  two  sea- 
irout,  IJlb.  pach,  at  a  fi.shing  in  Langholm  water; 
-Mr.  J.  Tumbuil,  two  sea-trout,  21b.  each,  in 
Skipper's  Gullets  ;  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone,  three  sea- 
trout  at  a  night  fishing  in   Langholm  water. — 

OlLNOCKfE. 

ludmadamph  Hotel  (Sntherlaud). — On  July  18, 
Mr.  Robertson,  on  Letteressa,  had  fifteen  trout,  61b. ; 
Mr,  A.  Robertson,  on  Mid  Assynt,  ten,  41b. ;  Mr. 
Fletcher,  on  Skaig,  thirteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Thomson, 
on  Castle  Bay,  one  salmon,  121b.;  Mr.  Keeling,  on 
Head  Assynt,  one  grilse,  41b. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on 


Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  71b.  On  19th,  Mr.  Robert- 
son, on  Skaig,  twelve  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Robertson, 
on  Loch  Awe,  ten,  heaviest  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Fletcher,  on 
Gruagaich,  thirteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Castle 
Bay,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  On  20th,  Mr.  Thomson,  on 
Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Robertson,  on 
Upper  Inver,  one  grilse,  31b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Robertson, 
on  Head  Assynt,  one  grilse,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  Keeling,  on 
Loch  Awe,  two  trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Dwyer,  on  Traligail, 
four,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Beach,  on  Castle  Bay,  two  grilse, 
5lb.,  4Jlb.  On  21st.  Mr.  Dwyer,  on  Loanan,  one 
trout,  l}lb. ;  Mr.  F.  Dwyer,  on  Gillaroo,  one,  21b.; 
Mr.  A.  Robertson,  on  Mid  Assynt,  eighteen,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Castle  Bay,  three  grilse,  51b., 
4Jlb.,  4lb.  On  22nd.  Mr.  Keeling,  on  Castle  Bay, 
one  grilse,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Fletcher,  on  Loch  Awe,  eighteen 
trout,  81b.  On  23rd,  Professor  Purdie,  on  Castle 
Bay,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Dwyer,  on  Mid  Assynt, 
eight  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  F.  Dwyer,  on  Loanan,  eight, 
31b.— W.  Wallace. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag'  Hotel). — On  July  18,  Messrs. 
Paul  (sea),  thirty-five  haddocks ;  Mr.  Waters,  fourteen 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Paul,  five,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Gervers, 
eighteen,  5|lb. ;  Mr.  Murray,  two  grilse,  4Jlb.,  51b.  ; 
Mr,  Ogilvy,  . eleven  trout,  3  Jib. ;  Mr.  Constable,  one 
sea-trout,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  L.  Constable,  ten  trout,  51b. ; 
Dr.  Petrie,  one  sea-trout,  IJlb.  On  19th,  Mr. 
Constable,  one  sea-trout,  l^^lb. ;  Mr.  Greig  (sea), 
seventeen  haddocks ;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  sixteen  trout, 
7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Waters,  twenty,  6flb.  ;  Dr.  Petrie, 
fifteen,  5 fib.  On  20th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maitland,  ten, 
3Jlb.  On  21st,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maitland,  twenty- 
eight  trout,  12Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Christie,  one  salmon,  251b.  ; 
Dr.  Petrie,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.,  and  two  sea-trout, 
Iflb.,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Greig,  one  salmon,  71b.  On  22nd, 
Mr.  Murray,  one  salmon,  81b. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  fifteen 
trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Constable,  twelve,  41b.  On  23rd, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall,  sixteen  trout,  5Jlb.  ;  Dr. 
Petrie,  one  grilse,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson, 
twenty-four  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Murray  (sea),  ten  lythe ; 
Messrs.  Paul  (sea),  fifteen  haddocks ;  Mr.  Greig, 
thirty  trout,  lljlb.  ;  Mr.  Constable,  one  grilse,  51b. 
Weather  very  hot  and  dry,  and  waters  very  low. — 
J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — With  fish  inclined  to 
"take."  one  of  the  most  favourable  looking  weeks 
we  have  had  this  season  has  passed  with  scarcely  a 
line  being  cast,  and  for  several  days  not  an  angler 
was  out.  The  few  rods  out  had  very  satisfactory 
sport  with  fly,  namely: — Mr.  Lewis,  Edinburgh, 
twenty  trout,  201b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Bennett,  Edin- 
burgh, nineteen  trou4.  101b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Dick,  Dun- 
fermline, ten  trout.  lUb. ;  Mr.  Butters,  Perth,  eleven 
trout,  91b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Millar,  Edinburgh,  seven  trout, 
61b.  8oz.  The  weather,  at  the  time  of  writing,  is 
dull  and  cool  with  a  light  south-easterly  breeze, 
and  the  prospects  continue  favourable. — R.  B. 
Laing. 

Locli  Xess  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  July  21,  Mr.  W.  Pile, 
Sutton,  Surrey,  killed  six  grilse,  weighing  61b., 
5Jlb.,  5lb.,  4Jlb.,  41b..  3Jlb.,  and  on  the  22nd,  one 
grilse,  4lb.,  and  some  nice  trout. — S.  Tilston. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee. — On  July  23  the 
river  rose  a  few  inches,  but  not  sufficient  to  make 
much  movement  in  the  water.  The  Princess  Vic- 
toria left  on  July  18  after  enjoying  a  delightful 
holiday  both  cycling  and  fi.shing.  On  the  Dinnet 
section  Dr.  Milne,  of  Hartlepool,  on  July  21,  creeled 
a  very  fine  salmon  of  3.51b.  On  the  Doss  waters 
Mr.  Elmslie  had  two  grilse  and  sea-trout  the  week 
before  last.  On  the  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  and  Ugie 
almost  nothing  has  been  got  for  week  back. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— Herling  are  making  a  good 
show  in  the  rivers,  though  they  are  not  taking  the 
fly  at  all  well  as  yet.  If  the  weather  will  only  settle 
down  there  should  be  some  good  sport  in  the  rivers, 
which  are  in  good  ply  now.  The  Annan. — This 
river  has  been  out  of  ply  for  fly  since  Saturday.  On 
Saturday  night,  with  the  night  fly,  Mr.  Jas.  Loudon 
had  over  a  dozen  herling  in  the  Brewery  stream. 
This  is  the  best  take  so  far  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Roach, 
of  London,  had  a  capital  basket  of  twenty  fine 
herling,  taken  with  the  worm  bait.  Mr.  Tweedie 
had  a  few  ;  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  took  half  a  dozen  on 
Monday  with  the  Devon  minnow;  Mr.  Wilson  took 
five,  Mr.  R.  Graham  four,  and  Mr.  E.  Nicholson  six. 
Mr.  W.  Wright  had  one  sea-trout  and  five  herling 
and  two  brace  in  an  hour.  Mr.  W.  Thomson  had 
three  with  fly.  In  the  Northfield  water  on  July  24 
Mr.  Scott  caught  twenty  herling  with  worm  bait, 
and  in  the  Mount  Annan  section  a  few  herling  and 
sea-trout  have  been  caught.  Similar  reports  are 
made  with  regard  to  the  Hoddom  Castle  and  Castle- 
mills  portions.  A  few  salmon  have  ascended,  and 
there  has  been  a  good  show  of  salmon  and 
grilse  in  the  Solway  since  last  week's  report. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — This  river  was  slightly  dis- 
turbed with  a  thunderstorm  on  Saturday  night, 
July  23,  though  the  water  did  not  rise  much.  In 
the  lower  reaches  the  herling  are  showing  themselves 
in  fair  numbers,  but  the  catches  are  rather  poor  in 
the  waters  near  the  town.    In  the  Mid-Nithsdale 


Association  stretch,  below  Thornhill,  a  number  of 
sea-trout  have  been  caught  by  local  rods  and  visitors. 
In  the  tributaries  little  has  been  done  of  late.  The 
Cluden  and  Cairn  are  at  present  in  fair  order,  but 
thesportisbetteron  the  main  river. — The  Galloway 
Rivers  and  Loch.s. — Local  rods  have  had  moderate 
sport  on  these  rivers  with  the  fly  and  the  clear- water 
worm.  In  some  of  the  lochs  the  yellow  trout  fishing 
has  been  of  a  fair  order,  and  baskets  up  to  a  dozen  and 
a  half  have  been  obtained  withjthe  fly.  The  Ayr- 
shire Rivers  and  Lochs. — Sport  has  improved  of 
late,  especially  on  the  lochs.  Many  of  the  streams 
were  fished  right  through  the  night,  and  some  good 
catches  were  made  occasionally  with  the  fly  and 
worm.  On  Loch  Doon,  on  .July  21  and  23,  Messrs. 
Taylor  and  friend  met  with  fair  sport.  Messrs. 
Ramsey  and  Graham  wera  out  in  the  Eglinton 
Hotel  boat,  and  caught  fifty-six  yellow  trout. 
Visitors  to  the  Carsphairn  Hotel  have  also  had 
good  catches  with  fly. — Heatherbell. 

Tongue  Hotel. — On  July  18,  Messrs.  Robertson 
and  MacElroy,  on  the  Kyle,  had  eight  trout,  5Jlb. ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Annandale,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty- 
eight,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Justice  and  Skinner,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  twelve,  51b.  On  19th,  Mr.  Annandale,  on 
Loch  Coulside,  thirty-eight,  12 Jib.  On  20th,  Major 
Bann,  on  the  Kyle,  three,  51b;  Mr.  Bourne,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  twenty,  9Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Robertson 
and  MacElroy,  on  Loch  Loyal,  forty-four,  14Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  J ustice^and  Skinner,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty- 
four,  7  Jib. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Annandale,  on  Loch  Slam, 
thirteen,  4  Jib.  On  21st,  Mr.  and  Miss  Annandale, 
on  Loch  Loyal,  thirty -eight,  11  Jib.  ;  Messrs.  Robert- 
son and  MacElroy,  on  the  Kyle,  two,  7Jlb. ;  Messrs. 
East  and  Morrison,  on  the  Kyle,  four,  6Jlb ;  Mr. 
Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  eighteen  trout,  6|lb.,  and 
one  grilse,  4|lb.  On  22nd,  Major  Bunn,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  thirteen  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  sixteen,  7Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Robertson  and 
MacElroy,  on  Loch  Craggie,  3|lb.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Annandale,  on  Loch  Coulside,  twenty-two,  61b. 
On  23rd,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  the  Kyle,  four  trout,  41b., 
and  one  bass,  2Jlb. ;  Major  Bunn,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
six  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Annandale,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
eight  trout,  4Jlb. — M.  Macinnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway).  —  Weather 
has  been  unfavourable  for  fishing  since  last  report, 
east  and  north  winds,  with  thunder  threatening,  up 
to  the  25th,  when  heavy  rain  fell,  which  has  made 
a  good  flood.  During  the  week  General  Beresford 
secured  one  peal,  71b.,  and  83  sea-trout;  J.  Smyth- 
Pigott,  seventy-three  sea-trout ;  Captain  Wickham, 
fifty-one  sea-trout;  W.  W.  Wickham,  seventeen 
sea  trout ;  R.  L.  Scott,  three  peal,  71b.,  81b.,  and 
6lb.,  and  forty- three  sea-trout;  T.  B.  Rowan,  four 
peal,  81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  81b.,  and  forty-three  sea- 
trout. — Jock  Scoxt. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — This  river  continued  at 
lowest  summer  level  till  July  26,  when  a  heavy  fall 
of  rain  occurred,  after  which  the  tributaries  cams 
down  in  slight  flood.  The  main  stream  rose  a  few 
inches  but  was  not  discoloured,  and  there  wa.s  a 
run  of  salmon  and  grilse  over  the  weirs  from  the 
lower  sections.  The  stretch  between  Kilrea  and  the 
lake  is  stocked,  and  many  are  remaining  on  the 
shallows  below  the  bridge  at  Portglenone.  Trout 
continue  to  take  the  fly,  and  baskets  are  made  in 
the  evenings  on  the  shallow  sections.  Dr.  Clements 
caught  nine  salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from  51b.  to 
81b. ;  Mr.  J.  McCorry  three,  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  ;  Mr. 
F.  Wilson  three  grilse,  51b.,  61b.,  and  71b. ;  Mr. 
Murray  one,  61b.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach ;  Mr.  Wolff, 
M.P.,  twelve  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from  51b. 
to  151b. ;  Mr.  G.  Andrews  thirty,  ranging  from  4  Jib. 
to  161b.;  and  Mr.  Shaw  twelve,  ranging  from  4lb. 
to  121b.,  on  the  Caronroe  stretch. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  streams  are 
very  low,  and  scarcely  worth  spending  time  at. 
Last  week  the  Budore  sections  of  the  Crumlin  were 
poisoned.  In  one  short  reach  on  Dive's  Mountain 
over  one  hundred  trout  up  to  Jib.  were  lying  last 
Saturday.  The  Dams  are  still  fishing  poorly. — 
.J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Bright, 

hot  weather  continued  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
past  week,  although  rain  fell  heavily  at  intervals, 
but  seemed  to  clear  away  quickly  and  turn  bright 
again.  Mr.  E.  M.  Calvert  landed  ten  salmon  during 
the  past  week  of  19lb.,  101b.,  9lb.,  91b.,  81b.,  81b., 
71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  61b.  Mr.  Jos.  Hone  landed 
salmon  of  161b..  101b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b.,  61b., 
and  61b.  Mr.  John  Stone  landed  six  salmon,  on 
July  21,  22,  and  23.  of  161b.,  151b.,  101b.,  Sib.,  81b., 
and  71b.  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn  landed  seven  salmon 
on  same  dates  of  151b.,  161b.,  81b.,  91b.,  81b.,  61b.. 
and  71b.  ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  several  salmon 
during  the  past  week,  number  and  weights  of  same 
not  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing;  Mr.  John  Wil- 
son, engineer-in-chief.  Great  Eastern  Railway, 
landed  three  salmon  of  9lb.,  81b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  F. 
B.  Gregorie,  landed  one  salmon  of  91b.,  and  Mr.  K. 


86 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


July  30,  1904 


Polteney,  one  salmon  of  81b.  Bain  ia  falling  heavily 
at  time  of  writing  again,  and  the  river  has  began  to 
rise  a  little,  and  sport  is  now  certain  to  improve. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Galway  Rivers. — Angling  on  the  Corrib  river. 
Rain  has  fallen  every  day  during  the  week  with  a 
deal  of  thunder  about,  which  has  been  against  fish 
taking  the  fly  freely.  The  river  is  high  for  this 
time  of  year.  The  following  is  the  catch  for  the 
week,  forty-seven  salmon,  209Jlb. — W.  N.  Milne. 

^ough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — There  <  was 
only  one  day's  catch  on  account  of  thunder  and 
heavy  showers.  The  weather  was  much  better  on 
July  25,  and  a  good  prospect  of  fishing.  On  22nd, 
Mr.  F.  D.  Veacy  captured  six  trout,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  3|lb., 
and  three  of  2|lb.  each,  and  six  perch,  71b. ;  total, 
22^-lb.  The  trout  were  killed  on  the  Daddy  Longlegs, 
and  were  in  splendid  condition.  I  sawa  fish  brought 
in  on  the  evening  of  July  25,  weighing  9  Jib. — -Thos. 
Naughton. 

Longrh  CorriTj  (Oughterard). — Mr.  R.  H.  Picker- 
ing and  the  Rev.  Soole  and  brother  have  been 
having  good  sport  dapping  and  trolling  on  Lough 
Corrib  this  week.  On  July  25  Mr.  R.  H,  Pickering, 
from  Blackburn,  caught  a  trout,  trolling  on  Lough 
Corrib,  of  91b.,  which  has  been  sent  to  Cooper's  to 
be  stuffed.  The  Rev.  Soole  also  had  a  trout,  dapping 
up,  close  upon  31b. 

Lon^h  Melviu. — Trouting  was  good  in  the 
evenings  on  the  lake  during  the  past  week,  and  in 
the  early  days  of  it  some  fine  baskets  of  gillaroos 
and  brown  trout  were  taken.  Mr.  J.  A.  Paterson 
caught  two  beautiful  brown  trout  of  (ilb.  and  5ilb., 
one  on  a  fly  and  one  trolling  ;  Mr.  J.  Andrews  took 
a  basket  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout,  containing 
twenty-one  fish,  and  weighing  12ilb.,  largest  trout 
a  gillaroo  of  2}lb. ;  Mr.  P.  Murphy  caught  a  trout 
(Salnio  ferox)  of  51b.,  on  July  25  ;  Mr.  J.  A. 
IPaterson  caught  a  number  of  trout  during  the  past 
week,  and  some  beauties  of  l|lb.  and  21b.  each  ; 
Mr.  A.  Kelly  landed  three  brown  trout  on  July  26, 
of  41b.,  3 Jib.,  and  21b.  (trolling),  with  natural  bait, 
and  the  anglers  out  on  the  lake  during  the  past 
week  from  Garrison,  Kinlough,  Bundoran,  etc., 
enjoyed  fair  sport  amongst  the  trout  fly  fishing. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Monme  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tsrrone). — 
The  Mourne  is  in  good  order  after  the  rain,  A  fine 
head  of  fish  is  now  all  over  the  waters  about  New- 
town Stewart.  Since  last  report  some  salmon  were 
killed  by  Mr.  Dobson,  Colonel  Barker,  Major 
Miller,  Captain  Carter,  Mr.  Charles  M'lvor,  and 
Captain  Williams. — J.  A.  B. 

Uoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — There  is  now  a  flood  in  the  river  which  is 
sure  to  improve  angling  and  take  a  large  number  of 
fresh  fish  in  from  the  sea.  Mr.  Booth,  five  grilse, 
51b.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb..  6^1b. :  Colonel  Galloway, 
three  grilse,  5ib.,  4lb.,  Spb. ;  Mr.  Hawse,  four  grilse, 
231b, ;  Mr.  Branagan,  three  grilse,  181b. ;  Mr.  Ernest 
Julian,  one  grilse,  31b. ;  Mr.  Toff,  five  grilse,  301b. ; 
Mr.  Garvey,  two  grilse,  51b  ,  3|lb.  Some  nice  takes 
of  sea-trout  were  got  on  the  lower  poob  of  the  river. 
Some  trout  are  taken  daily  on  the  loughs.  Mr. 
Stanfield  and  friend  five  jack,  91b.,  91b.,  161b., 
\l\\b.,  221b.  Anglers  are  doing  well  on  Lough  Talt ; 
best  bag  for  one  rod  in  one  day  fifty-five  trout, 
231b.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Sea-trout 
fishing  is  now  in  full  swing  on  the  lakes  of  the 
Rosses,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  had. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Iiongh  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Shannon 
anglers  will  commence  the  autumn  manoeuvres  on 
Monday  next,  August  1,  and  we  expect  a  rather 
good  time  of  it,  as  the  water,  thanks  to  the  recent 
rains,  is  in  nice  ply.  Considering  that  summer  is 
still  with  us,  sport  this  week  has  not  been  so  bad. 
July  20,  Capt.  Bavley,  one  grilse;  22nd,  two,  61b. 
each;  23rd,  one,  61b.;  24th,  three,  61b.,  Gib.,  41b.; 
25th,  two,  51b.,  3Jlb. ;  26th,  one,  51b.  Mr.  H.  S. 
Hodding  had  some  grilse,  and  Mr.  E.  Mechin  got 
six.  Michael  Gleeson,  fishing  my  reach  above  and 
below  the  wall,  got  two  plump  grilse  and  a  good 
many  dishes  of  dainty  trout.  Snipe  and  wild  fowl 
shooting  opens  on  August  12, — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Caatleconnell).— Weather  showery' 
river  in  good  order.  On  Doonaas,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansit- 
tart  killed  three  peal,  41b.,  2Jlb.,  5ilb.  On  Hermit- 
age the  fishermen  killed  four  peal,  51b.,  41b.,  21b., 
2%\h.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  W.  A.  Milner  killed  two 
peal,  51b.,  5\\h.  On  Prospect,  Major  Hawker  killed 
three  peal,  41b.,  41b.,  51b. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  —  Sport 
has  been  generally  good  at  sea  and  brown  trout, 
and  is  improving.  August  is  generally  the  beat 
month  on  all  those  lakes,  though  September  is 
sometimes  aa  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingar). — 
At  the  present  time  there  is  really  a  splendid  rise 
of  Green  Drake  on  Lough  Ennell  or  Belvedere,  and 
some  lovely  fish  were  landed  to-day,  July  26.  I 
inspected  some  plump,  well-conditioned  trout  of 


fully  41  b.  on  an  average.  The  weather  has  been 
very  calm  until  to-day.  Flies  were  numerous,  but 
it  was  useless  to  attempt  dapping.  If  suitable 
breezes  come  now,  there  is  a  good  prospect  for 
angling  on  the  Westmeath  lakes  from  the  present 
till  the  middle  of  September. — T.  .T.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good.  Pollack 
anglers  had  from  six  to  twelve  fish  to  each  rod  or 
handline  daily,  and  bottom  fishers  about  seventy 
fish  (principally  gurnard)  to  each  handline.  Baas 
are  numerous  off  the  mouth  of  the  Inny. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.  —  Mackerel  continue  to  '*  school  " 
close  in  shore,  and  seine  netamen  off  daily.  Boat 
anglers  have  been  off  in  considerable  force  during 
the  past  few  days,  taking  mixed  baakets  of  pout 
whiting,  flatfish,  etc.  Rodmen  are  fishing  daily  off 
the  stone  groynes,  near  the  Palace  Pier,  for  bass. 
Several  nice  fish  have  been  taken  with  mackerel  as 
bait.^H. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Good  sport  has  been 
had  at  pollack  both  from  boats  and  rocks.  On  one 
day  four  anglers  had  twenty  nine  pollack  in  about 
five  hours,  and  a  rock  fisher  on  the  same  day  secured 
a  dozen.— T.  J.  D. 

Piley. — There  are  plenty  of  fine  silver  whiting, 
etc.,  in  the  bay,  and  good  catches  of  salmon  are 
being  made  by  seine  net. — H. 

Powey  (Cornwall).  —  Good  takes  of  whiting 
pollack  are  being  made  by  boat  anglers  (fish  of 
from  61b.  to  121b.).  Silver  whiting,  etc.  are  also 
fairly  abundant.  Mackerel  are  very  plentiful  just 
now,  and  good  catches  made  by  boat  anglers. 
Numbers  of  visitors  are  now  here. — H. 

Fensance. — Strong  winds  have  interrupted  sport, 
but  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  bay,  and  bait  ia 
fairly  plentiful  and  cheap.  A  good  many  schools 
of  mackerel  have  been  seen  playing,  but  so  far  not 
many  have  been  taken  on  the  spinner.  Messrs. 
Richards  and  Chivers,  fishing  on  the  House-in-the 
Hole  mark,  had  fifteen  large  blind,  two  pollack,  six 
bream,  eight  sharks,  one  large  conger,  421b, — J.  H. 
RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Mackerel  have  been  taking  fairly 
well  this  week  all  day  long,  some  boats  taking 
five  and  six  dozen  in  the  afternoon,  whiffing  with 
the  silver  spinner,  either  sailing  or  rowing.  Pollack 
are  still  plentiful,  and  bass  juat  aa  laat  week. 
Mullet  are  feeding  well,  and  good  sport  is  being  had 
with  them  early  mornings.  Large  quantities  of 
hake  have  been  landed  by  the  steam  trawlers,  and 
a  visitor  at  Downderry  has  caught  some  fine  hauls 
by  setting  a  f piller  at  low  water  and  allowing  the 
tide  to  flow  in  over  it  before  hauling.  He  had  a 
conger  about  321b.  weight,  besides  a  miscellaneous 
catch  of  fiatfish ;  a  bass,  another  conger,  and  a 
skate,  etc. — William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsey  (Isle  of  Man). — The  sea  fishing  in  the 
bay  is  now  at  its  best.  Every  part  of  the  bay  is 
full  of  fish.  Mackerel  are  in  large  shoals,  and  the 
nets  are  having  big  takes  :  one  net  had  over  three 
hundred  dozen  mackerel  in  one  sweep  in  the  har- 
bour;  another  over  four  hundred  dozen  in  the  bay; 
rowing  boats  also  have  had  large  catches.  Pollack 
very  plentiful;  from  piers  and  row-boats  aeveral 
anglers  are  having  grand  aport. — W.  Cijbbon. 

Ramsgate. — The  fine  weather  has  been  too  fine 
for  fishing,  the  water  being  gin  clear,  and  takea 
consequently  small ;  but  some  of  the  boats  have 
picked  up  nice  strings  of  plaice  and  dabs  in  the 
bay ;  and  off  Dumpton  Gap  some  good  pouting 
have  been  taken.  From  the  piers  flatfish  and  a 
few  basa  have  come  to  hand ;  the  latter  are  not 
feeding  at  all  well,  though  there  are  plenty  about, 
as  aeveral  fine  fifch  have  been  taken  by  the  netamen 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Stour,  who  have  alao  done 
exceedingly  well  this  year  with  sea-trout.  Smelts 
are  plentiful.  The  tides  will  serve  very  well  for  the 
holiday  makers,  it  being  high  water  on  Saturday, 
July  30,  at  1.20.— Grey  Mctllett. 

Southampton. — There  has  been  little  to  record 
from  this  station  during  the  last  three  or  four 
months,  except  that  occasionally  a  fair-sized  basa 
would  be  taken ;  but  sea  fishing,  in  the  docks 
especially,  has  been  on  more  or  less  since  February. 
Basa  have  been  plentiful  until  the  laat  month. 
July  17  waa  practically  the  first  day  of  mullet 
fishing.  A  few  were  taken  off  the  town  quay  and 
coal  hvilk,  and  during  the  laat  week  a  fair  number 
were  taken  each  morning.  The  largest,  so  far, 
scaled  31b.  Aa  a  rule,  during  the  month  of  August 
hundredweights  are  taken  weekly,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a  good  mullet  season.  Two  or 
three  good  mullet  taken  of  a  morning  is  good  for 
trade ;  everybody  hears  of  the  catch  and  are  down 
on  the  pier  about  three  the  next  morning,  anxious 
to  secure  the  best  positions  and  catch  what  they 
can. — Ape  Apes  (B.S.A.S.). 

Tenby  (South  WAles). — Mackerel  abound  in  the 
bay  juat  now,  and  catches  vary  (by  "whiffing") 


from  a  hundred  to  two  hundred  per  boat.  Basa 
are  alao  plentiful.  Good  sport  may  also  be  had  with 
whiting,  flatfish,  and  gurnard. — H. 

TorcrosB  (S.  Devon). — Mr.  W.  Yates,  in  three 
daya,  caught  eighteen  pollack,  twenty-aeven  bream, 
two  bass,  three  dabs,  one  large  cod  which  scaled 
2341b.,  and  five  mackerel. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  haa  been  bad  the  laat 
few  days,  which  makes  it  very  uncomfortable  for 
sea  fishing.  There  are  a  lot  of  basa  up  the  Back- 
water, and  several  fine  fish  have  been  taken  on  live 
shrimp.  On  Tuesday  evening  a  lady  angler  had  her 
rod  carried  away  by  a  big  fish,  when  Mr.  Moggeridge, 
W.A.A.,  who  happened  to  be  in  a  boat  close  by, 
managed  to  capture  the  fiah,  al.so  the  rod,  and  on 
weighing  the  former,  it  proved  to  be  aaplendid  baas 
of  7 Jib.  There  have  been  several  others  caught 
from  21b.  to  5lb.,  and  on  July  26,  one  of  81b.  was 
landed.  The  best  tide  for  the  fish  seems  to  be  the 
first  of  the  ebb,  when  they  bite  very  freely. — Chas. 
J.  Russell  (Hon.  Sec,  W.A.A.]. 


THE  LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH 
WORKS,  ALNWICK. 


ANNUAL  PICNIC. 


The  Lonvlon  and  North )  British  Works'  annual 
picnic  took  place  on  July  16,  1904.  The  place 
chosen  for  tlie  outing  this  year  waa  Rothbury, 
having  obtained  permission  from  Lord  Armstrong 
to  visit  the  famous  and  unique  grounds  of  Cragside . 
The  outing  was  looked  forward  to  by  those  who  had 
had  the  pleasure  on  former  visits  of  seeing  through 
the  grounds,  and  those  who  had  never  seen  the 
beauties  of  Cragside  wondered  if  what  they  had 
heard  of  it  were  true.  Meeting  at  the  Swan  Hotel 
at  8.15  a.m.  everything  seemed  to  be  in  our  favour. 
It  was  a  beautiful  morning,  and,  as  one  looked  on 
the  faces  of  those  who  were  going,  there  seemed  to  be 
one  expression  on  all,  and  that  was  they  were  going 
for  a  day's  enjoyment.  Also  everybody  intended  as 
far  as  they  could  that  their  neighbours  should  enjoy 
themselves.  W^ith  these  feelings  animating  every- 
one, no  wonder  the  day  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best 
ever  had  together.  The  route  taken  by  the  party 
was  by  the  Moor  to  Whittingham,  and  as  we  went 
down  Leamington  Bank,  the  beautiful  Whittingham 
Valley  opened  out  before  us.  After  resting  for 
about  ten  minutes  the  journey  was  resumed  by  way 
of  Callaly  and  Thropton,  reaching  Rothbury  about 
twelve  o'clock.  After  a  short  rest  for  lunch  we 
started  by  way  of  the  river.  The  likely  spots  for 
trout  were  soon  eyed,  but  the  order  was  "  Forward  !  " 
Past  Thrum  Mill  and  entering  Cragside  by  the  lower 
gate,  we, were  soon  revelling  in  its  beauties.  After 
looking  at  the  house  from  different  aspects,  we 
resumed  our  journey  to  the  top  of  the  Crag.  We 
rested — well,  we  tried  to  rest,  but  there  was  an 
individual  who  had  a  camera.  We  were  entertained 
with  sweet  music  till  the  word  was  given  for  tea, 
which  was  laid  out  in  artistic  fashion  by  Mr.  R.  Bell, 
of  the  Queen's  Head  Hotel.  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon 
occupied  the  chair,  and  a  commencement  was  made 
to  do  justice  to  the  good  things  provided,  and  at 
the  end  there  could  only  be  one  opinion — and  that 
was,  justice  had  been  done.  When  tea  was  over 
the  chairman  called  on  Mr.  A.  Broadley,  who  moved 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Messrs.  Hardy  for 
their  generous  gift  towards  the  picnic  He  spoke 
of  the  kind  relations  which  existed  between  em- 
ployers and  employes,  which  we  at  that  time  had 
practical  evidence  of.  He  also  referred  to  the 
efforts  made  by  them  in  the  past  to  forward  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  their  workpeople,  and 
expressed  the  wish  that  these  happy  relations  might 
be  long  continued.  The  fact  was  also  stated  that 
they  had  been  appointed  tackle-makers  to  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Italy.  These  expressions  were 
met  with  hearty  and  long  continued  applause.  Mr. 
W.  Hardy,  acknowledging  the  vote  of  thanks  on 
behalf  of  the  firm,  said  it  gave  them  very  much 
pleasure  indeed  to  know  that  their  efforts  were 
appreciated,  and  they  would  be  pleased  and  willing 
at  any  time  to  do  all  they  could  to  benefit  their 
work-people,  and  also  that  the  kind  feelings  would 
continue  for  very  many  yeara.  Mr.  W.  Sargent  next 
proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanka  to  Lord  Armstrong 
for  hia  kindness  in  allowing  the  party  to  visit  the 
beautiful  grounds,  and  thereby  giving  so  much 
pleasure  to  all.  Mr.  T.  Campbell  proposed  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  R.  Bell  for  the  fine  spread  he 
had  provided.  Messrs.  Whitesmith,  A.  Wall,  J. 
Donhoue,  W.  Jobson,  etc.,  were  the  artists.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought  the 
meeting  to  a  close. 

The  arrangements  were  carried  out  without  a 
hitch  by  the  following  committee  : — A.  McCutcheon, 
J.  Robson,  T.  Gillan,  A.  Broadley,  T.  Campbell, 
W.  Sargent,  and  W.  H.  Dingley,  hon,  sec. 


July  30,  1904 
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pFovineial  Angling  |iotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  mormng, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
held  their  quarterly  meeting  on  Thursday  evening 
(July  21),  when  the  half-yearly  balance  sheet  was 
read  by  the  secretary.  This  went  to  show  that  the 
funds  of  the  society  wera  in  a  satisfactory  state  of 
prosperity,  the  amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
society  being  close  upon  £400,  after  all  the  habiUties 
had  been  disbursed.  The  late  contest  proved  to  be 
a  great  success,  and  the  proceeds  helped  to  bring  up 
the  fund  to  its  present  position.  The  Gun  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  contest  at  Pershore  in 
the  river  Avon  on  July  24,  and  turned  out  a  big 
success.  About  280  members  and  their  friends 
went  by  the  special  train  chartered  by  the  club. 
Near  upon  200  members  took  part  in  the  contest, 
which  was  of  three  hours'  duration,  under  the 
association  rules,  at  the  close  of  which  Mr.  C. 
Barron  was  declared  the  winner  with  3^1b.  weight 
of  fish.  After  the  contest  some  very  nice  bream 
and  eels  were  taken,  and  it  is  reported  that  this 
part  of  the  river  is  at  present  full  of  coarse  fish  and 
well  worth  a  visit.    Sport  in  the  upper  and  lower 

Eortions  of  the  Avon  is  just  now  extra  good.  The 
ream  and  roach  are  going  well  at  the  stewed  wheat, 
chub  and  perch  are  going  well  at  the  worm,  and 
dace  are  taking  the  maggot  freely. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

That  great  desideratum — rain — has  at  length 
fallen,  and  in  sufficient  quantity  to  bring  about  an 
all-round  improvement  in  the  conditions  for  angling. 
The  Forty-foot,  for  instance,  which  was  runnnig 
considerably  below  its  ordinary  summer  level,  has 
risen  two  feet  in  as  many  days.  This  should 
encourage  anglers  to  visit  this  favourite  roach  stream, 
and,  as  the  weeds  are  being  cut,  there  should  be  no 
lack  of  sport  now  that  the  rise  has  taken  place. 
Sport  on  the  Witham  has  not  been  at  all  good  of 
late,  and  bream,  which  are  usually  taken  in  such 
prodigious  quantities  about  this  time  of  the  year, 
have  apparently  been  off  the  feed.  Tench,  however, 
have  afiorded  anglers  some  compensation,  and  we 
hear  of  several  nice  fish  being  killed  in  the  Langrick 
and  Dogdyke  districts.  A  brace  and  a  half  which 
fell  to  one  rod  averaged  31b.  apiece. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  fair  catches  of  roach  are  being  made  both 
on  the  river  Hull  and  Driffield  Canal,  some  of  the 
fish  running  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  each,  and  odd  good 
trout  have  been  secured  in  various  parts  of  the 
river,  amongst  which  Mr.  H.  Whitfield  showed  one 
pf  51b.  5^oz. — a  splendid  fish.  Several  good  bream 
have  also  been  taken  in  the  Leven  Loch  and 
Grovehill  districts.  Sport  has  also  been  fairly  good 
on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  roach  up  to 
lib.  7oz.  and  bream  of  31b.  each  taken,  and  on  the 
river  Ancholme  some  nice  catches  of  fish  are  being 
made.  On  Wednesday  (July  20)  the  Hull  Wednes- 
day Association  fished  a  match  at  Horkstow,  Mr. 
Frank  Carle  weighing  in  101b.  3^oz.  for  first  prize. 
The  Universal  AngUng  Association  fished  a  match 
on  the  same  day  at  Saxby  Bridge,  Mr.  J.  R.  Ward 
taking  first  prize  with  51b.  8oz.,  J.  Stocks,  41b.  7^02., 
and  Mr.  W.  Phillipson  third,  with  31b.  lloz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

So  far  as  trout  and  char  fishing  is  concerned  the 
lake  might  as  well  be  non-eixstent — nothing  at  all 
is  being  done,  and  both  fish  are  completely  off  their 


feed.  Pike  and  perch  are  doing  well,  and  lots  up 
to  and  over  a  htmdred  per  rod  per  day  of  the  latter 
fish  are  frequently  to  be  met  with,  natural  minnow  s 
accounting  for  the  heaviest  ones.  Esthwaite  Lake, 
which  lies  close  to  Hawkshead,  is  doing  very  well 
just  at  present  amongst  pike,  and  heavy  baskets  are 
the  rule  and  not  the  exception.  We  had  heavy 
thunder  rain  in  the  district  on  Sunday,  which 
flushed  the  various  streams  in  the  evening,  but  they 
ran  rapidly  down,  and  now  not  much  above  ordinary 
summer  level.  Trout  are  rising  in  a  very  half- 
hearted way,  and  a  brace  or  so  per  night  is  about  the 
general  run.  Sea-trout  are  very  scarce,  and  a  good 
flood  is  badly  wanted  to  enable  them  to  leave  the 
estuaries,  where  the  nets  are  reaping  a  rich  harvest. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  recent  rains  have 
considerably  improved  the  condition  of  our  rivers. 
The  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune  aU.  stood  much  in  need 
of  fresh  water,  and  so  did  our  old  friend  the  Bollin. 
From  the  latter  the  weekly  report  says  although  it 
has  fished  well  the  additional  water  will  make 
matters  much  better  for  the  week-end.  The  Bird 
in  Hand  AngUng  Society,  Farnworth,  are  for 
Worsley  on  August  6,  and  will  turn  out  about  a 
hundred  rods.  The  Albion  AngUng  Society,  from 
Walkden,  will  be  at  the  same  place  on  August  13. 
Palatine  rods  just  returned  from  Lincolnshire  can 
boast  of  a  good  catch  of  bream  to  61b.  and  tench  to 
31b.  The  one  great  topic  of  interest  is  the  coming 
Bank  HoUday,  and  many  arrangements  are  being 
made,  but  the  turn-out  of  rods  will  not  be  as  large 
as  in  former  years. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  first  shadow  which  has  up  to  now  fallen  on 
the  Duchy  Angling  Society  is  the  death  of  their 
host  and  treasurer.  Everyone  in  the  country  has 
read  in  some  newspaper  of  the  death  by  lightning 
last  Monday  of  Mr.  James  Valentine,  the  great 
footballer.  What  the  Duchy  will  be  without  "  Jim  " 
is  hard  to  say,  for  the  was  heart  and  soul  in 'their 
welfare.  So  much  has  been  recorded  of  his  wonderful 
career  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  more  than  the 
deepest  regret  is  felt  by  all  at  his  untimely  death  in 
the  prime  of  life.  The  Cornbrook  A.S.  had  a  most 
enjoyable  fishing  picnic  last  week-end,  Mr.  G.  Smith 
heading  the  Ust  of  prize-winners.  The  Royal  Oak 
AS.,  at  North wich  last  week-end,  fished  their  first 
match.  Mr.  Morris  secured  first  prize.  The  Moss 
Side  Socials  have  completed  their  arrangements  for 
the  next  two  days'  match  at  Irlam. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  appear'!  at  last  to  have  broken  up, 
and  our  anglers  generally  would  be  glad  of  a  sub- 
stantial rise  of  the  Trent.  But  one  is  not  likely  to 
occur,  although,  since-  Saturday,  we  have  expe- 
rienced a  good  deal  of  rain.  Barbel  have  again 
shown  sport  to  the  worm  at  Kelham,  Averhara, 
Holme  Pierrepont,  Colwick,  and  Beeston  (weir  field), 
and  next  week  there  is  certain  to  be  an  extensive 
run  on  the  pools  and  swims  at  Shardlow.  Worms, 
thanks  to  the  heavy  thunderstorms,  are  much  more 
plentiful  and  cheaper.  On  July  24,  at  Wilford,  a 
gross  case  of  snatching  for  barbel  came  under  my 
personal  notice.  Two  men  had  waded  into  the 
river  from  the  Nottingham  side,  and  they  indulged 
in  the  illegal  process  for  some  hours.  They  foul- 
hooked  no  end  of  fish,  and  landed  a  goodly  few. 
One  villager  told  me  he  had  seen  four  taken.  The 
matter  has  been  reported  to  the  "  powers  that  be." 
Roach  have  been  creeled  with  creed  wheat  at 
Shardlow,  Weston,  and  Farndon,  and  these  hand- 
some fish  are  now  in  splendid  condition. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  improved  among  the  coarse  fish,  the 
perch  going  very  strong  in  some  parts  of  the  Severn 
and  Avon  at  the  worm  and  minnow ;  the  chub  and 
roach  have  also  given  good  sport.  Mr.  Evans  had 
a  dozen  good  roach,  Mr.  H.  Cooper,  61b.,  Mr.  Thomas, 
mixed  basket  of  101b.  caught  in  the  Tome,  and 
Messrs.  Loach  and  Tomlinson  had  baskets  of  161b. 
and  121b.  respectively  of  chub  caught  with  the  fly 
in  the  club  water,  lower  Teme.  Several  competi- 
tions have  been  held,  but  nearly  all  of  them  failures. 
The  St.  John's  Club  had  theirs  on  Saturday  in  the 
club  water,  lower  Teme,  south.  On  July  24, 
members  of  the  York  House  Club  went  hy  steam 
boat  up  the  Severn  to  Lenchford,  when  several  did 
not  have  a  bite,  and  only  two  prizes  were  won  The 
Working  Men's  Club  had  a  contest  at  Twyning  in 
the  Avon  on  the  same  day.  There  was  a  big 
muster  to  enjoy  three  hours'  fishing  in  the  blazing 
sun.  Trout  fishing  has  improved.  Mr.  ^Martin 
Perks  caught  some  fine  specimens  with  the  maggot 
in  the  Doverdale  water. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  A.C.  had 
their  second  fishing  match  of  the  season  at  Cotting- 
with  on  July  23,  when  twenty-one  anglers  were 
present.  Notwithstanding  thunder  and  lightning 
and  rain  most  of  them  stuck  to  their  posts  to  the 
end,  and  were  wet  through.  Each  of  the  gentlemen 
who  braved  the  storm  was  rewarded  with  a  catch, 
E.  Foote,  41b.  Sfoz.,  being  first  ;  J.  Armitage, 
21b.  13oz.,  second  ;  and  E.  Simpson,  21b.  12Joz., 
third.  The  aggregate  weight  of  fish  caught  was 
211b.  V2loz.  The  North-Eastern  (York)  A.A. 
opened  the  season  at  Low  Catton  under  unpleasant 
conditions,  which  did  not  abate.  F.  Ross  headed 
the  winners  and  took  the  special  for  the  largest 
roach  ;  the  prize  for  the  biggest  eel  went  to  T.  Bean. 
Newton'was  visited  by  anglers  of  the  Woolpack  and 
Cattle  Market  A.C.  for  the  inter-club  match.  The 
Woolpackers  won  for  the  second  season,  having 
81b.  2|oz.  of  fish  to  the  Cattle  Market  men's  71b.  6|oz. 
The  total  weight  of  the  catch  was  151b.  9oz.,  averag- 
ing over  8oz.  per  man.  Siddal,  lib.  14oz.,  Hard- 
castle,  lib.  8Joz.,  and  Clarkson,  lib.  2|oz.,  did  best 
for  the  Woolpackers  ;  and  for  the  others  Martin, 
lib.  14oz.,  won  the  silver  medal  for  the  heaviest 
weight.  The  George  IV.  A.A.  had  a  roving  match 
at  Wheldrake,  where  also  the  York  Promenade 
Working  Men's  Club  A.A.  began  the  season.  In 
both  cases  sport  was  ordinary. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Rain  has  fallen  generally  throughout  the  country, 
and  sport  has  improved  at  most  places.  In  the 
sea-trout  districts  things  have  progressed  fairly  well, 
and  at  the  principal  stations  satisfactory  sport  has 
been  had.  Sea-fishing  has  afforded  ample  sport  in 
the  southern  and  south-western  districts,  though  the 
sea  has  been  rather  rough  lately  in  the  open  bays. 
Rock-fishing  is  now  in  fuU  swing,  and  sport  has  been 
good  at  many  points  in  Cork  and  Kerry. 

North  of  Ieela.nd. 

The  Irish  Millowners'  Defence  Association  is  again 
on  the  warpath.  A  meeting  of  this  body  was  held 
in  Belfast  last  week,  when  the  fisheries  authorities 
were  denounced  for  their  action  in  prosecuting 
various  millowners,  and  sundry  resolutions  were 
passed.  The  association  decided  to  defend  its 
members  in  the  future,  save  in  the  cases  of  wilful 
pollution  of  rivers.  The  weather  is  a  bit  unsettled. 
The  Antrim  and  Down  r  vers  are  in  need  of  heavy 
floods  to  wash  them  out.  Much  poaching  is  going  on. 


SPORTING  AND  MILITARY  BOOTS. 


THE  BOLTON 
COLF,  FISHING,  AND 
SHOOTING  BOOT. 

Prices  from  26/-. 


THE 

YEOMAN'S  BOOT. 

Prices— 
15/6, 17/6,  21/-, 
27/6. 


THE  BOLTON 
PUTTEE  RIDING 
BOOT. 

For  Riding  and  Motoring 

Prices — 
£2  5s.  to  £3  3s. 


Write  for  Illustrated 
Price  l^ist,  Post  Free, 


Sole  Mnlcers  and  I'atenteeg— 

W.  Tu.  ROBSRTSOl^  &  SON^,  T,  Knowsley  St.,  Bolton, 

MILITARY  AND   SPORTING    BOOT  MAKERS. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


"  The  true  gentleman  is  one  who  prides  himself  on 
nothing." — La  Rochefoucauld, 


A  GLANCE  at  our  advertising  columns,  also  the 
Bank  Holiday  railway  arrangements,  will  show  how 
well  anglers  and  the  public  are  catered  for.  The 
excellent  fishing  stations  on  the  Great  Eastern 
system  are  very  numerous  and  well-known.  The 
South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  (like  the 
Great  Eastern)  also  cater  for  sea  and  fresh-water 
anglers.  In  addition  to  the  health- giving  breezes 
to  be  enjoyed  at  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Daal,  Dover, 
Folkestone,  at  all  of  which  places  sea  fishing  is  to 
be  had,  there  is  the  sinuous,  fishful  Stour,  where  at 
Grove  Ferry  and  Sturry  stations  the  fresh-water 
angler  may  fish  to  his  heart's  content.  The 
London,  Brighton,  and  South-Coast  Railway 
are  running  cheap  trips  to  Pulborough,  Amberley, 
and  Fittleworth  from  London  Bridg9  and  Vic- 
toria. The  tickets  for  these  stations  in  "lovely 
Sussex  "  are  not  now  issued  by  Mr.  Eldridge,  of  the 
Goswell-road,  but  may  be  obtained  by  anglers  or 
non-anglers  in  the  ordinary  way.  Full  particulars 
are  to  be  had  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Line  at 
London  Bridge.  For  those  who  intend  visiting 
Scotland  or  Ireland  the  London  and  North-Western 
Railway  offer  exceptional  facihties. 


A  SALMON  weighing  91b.  was  caught  in  No.  3 
Dock  of  the  Mount  Stuart  Dry  Dock  Company  at 
Cardiff  on  July  22.  [If  I  can  find  out  whether  a 
licence  is  necessary  and  the  fly  to  u9e,  I  shall  have 
a  day  or  two  amongst  the  Cardiff  "Dry"  Docks 
during  the  holidays.  But,  there,  the  "  recent  rains  " 
may  have  made  the  dry  dock  wet.] 


Mr.  D.  Wilson,  well  known  to  many  London 
anglers,  whilst  fishing  in  a  Sussex  river  on  the 
evening  of  July  22,  captured  seven  carp ;  the 
weights  were  lljlb.,  61b.  loz.,  61b.,  51b.  14oz., 
61b.  8oz.,  41b.  12oz.,  and  41b.  lOoz. — total  weight, 
441b.  5oz.    [A  nice  take  for  one  evening,  Mr.  Wilson.] 


RiDDLE-ME-REE. 

I  AM  always  in  gudgeon,  but  never  in  roach  ; 
You  may  find  me  in  grayling,  though  not  in  a  loach ; 
My  third  is  in  barbel  and  also  in  dace ; 
And  my  fourth  found  in  gurnet,  but  never  in  plaice ; 
For  my  fifth  among  minnows  and  newts  you  must 
seek ; 

And  my  sixth  must  be  looked  for  in  pike  and  in 
bleak 

My  last  is  in  basket  and  always  in  net. 

And  my  whole  is  well-known  in  the  Fishing  Oazetle. 


Mr.  Zerfass  wrote  on  July  26  to  say  that  he  saw 
a  Very  fine  specimen  of  the  sun  fish  (almost  alive) 
on  view  at  Messrs.  Mills  &  Co.,  fishmongers,  20, 
Liverpool-street,  E.G.    It  weighed  about  1681b. 

There  is  serious  talk  of  devoting  the  fish  that 
adorn  the  tanks  of  the  Brighton  Aquarium  to 
educational  purposes.  The  Brighton  Ec^^ation 
Committee  has  urged  "  that  marine  biolosy  JS  much 
neglected  in  England  as  compared  with  foreign 
countries."  The  fish,  however,  are  quite  satisfied 
with  their  present  placid  status  quo,  and  would  like 
to  know  what  "scientific  research "  exactly  means 
before  they  give  their  consent  to  it. 


At  St.  Peter's,  Dorchester,  -a  Rose  Charles  has 
been  married  to  a  Charles  Rose,  thus  becoming  not 
only  Rose  Rose  but  Mrs.  Charles  Rose,  instead  of 
Miss  Rose  Charles. 


Mr.  Courtenay  Tracey's  otter  hounds  at-  Mill- 
bridge,  close  to  Mr.  G.  A.  W.  Griffiths'  hotel,  Fren- 
sham  Pond,  near  Farnhanl,  Surrey,  will  hunt  to-day 
(Saturday,  July  30)  and  on  Tuesday,  August  2. 
Good  sport  is  anticipated.  There  is  not  the 
.slightest  doubt  that  many  anglers  who  will  fish  the 
Frensham  Pond  water  during  the  holidays  will  also 
witness  this  otter  hunt. 


Mr.  p.  H.  Harris,  who  has  been  fishing  at  Wey- 
mouth, sajs:  "Bass  are  now  plentiful  in  back 
waters.  1  landed  one  of  81b.  (which  is  being  set  up) 
and  many  others  smaller.  Several  were  taken  from 
the  Dam  of  31b.  to  41b.,  and  on  the  ebb  tide  fish  of 
lib.  to  2lb.  are  numerous." 


"  So,"  sobbed  lllma  Vaselineovitch,  "  Ivan 
Ninespotski  died  in  battle.  Do  you  say  he  uttered 
my  name  as  he  was  dying  t  "  "  Part  of  it,"  replied 
the  returned  soldier  ;  "  part  of  it." 


With  this  issue  is  presented  a  specially-prepared 
four-page  art  supplement  illustrating  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament.  No  expense  has  been  spared 
to  make  this  supplement  a  worthy  memento  of 
this  most  interesting  and  instructive  event,  and 
it  is  certain  that  anglers  all  the  world  over  will 
appreciate  it. 

The  fecklessness  of  the  Irishman  is  ineradicable. 
You  may  give  him  a  coat  one  day,  and  find  him 
still  hilarious  the  next,  having  parted  with  it  to  the 
first  man  who  has  asked  it  of  him  prettily — unless, 
indeed,  he  has  meanwhile  had  the  garment  torn  to 
pieces  in  a  fray.  And  yet  he  has  a  fine  nose  for  a  bar- 
gain, and  80  has  his  colleen.  At  Kingstown,  near 
Dublin,  it  is  a  common  custom  for  people  to  buy  fish 
at  their  doors  from  old  women,  who  obtain  it  direct 
from  the  fishermen.  Even  the  well-to-do  will  do 
their  shopping  in  this  way.  Two  old  ladies  played 
the  following  comedy  for  twenty-five  years  at  least 
three  days  a  week  on  the  average.  "  And  what 
have  you  nice  to-day,  Biddy  ?  "  "Sure,  there's  a 
lovely  red  mullet,  nn'am,  and  only  wan-and-six." 
"I'll  give  you  a  shilling,  and  no  more."  Indade, 
an'  would  you  ask  me  to  be  giving  it  you  ?  "  Where- 
upon Biddy  would  walk  away  indignantly  to  the 
end  of  the  row  of  houses,  while  the  lady  waited 
patiently,  knowing  that  her  offer  would  be  accepted 
on  Biddy's  leturn. 


Our  sufferings  were  appalling.  For  two  days 
food  and  water  had  failed  us.  And  now  the  road 
had  become  so  rough  that  at  times  our  touring  car, 
staunch  and  powerful  though  it  was,  could  not  keep 
ahead  of  its  smell.  We  had  all  faced  death  before, 
but  never  a  death  like  this. 


The  moon  shines  o'er  the  Tagus.   Now  a  flood 
Of  soft-spun  sparkling  radiance  clothes  the  scene 
With  dazzling  splendour,  save  where  shadows  lie 
Upon  the  river's  bosom,  sheltering  there 
The  coward  Darkness,  here  dethroned  awhile. 
By  the  moon's  great  though  seeming  gentle  might. 
Ah  me,  how  beautiful  !  Deep  azure  sky. 
Deep  azure  sea,  and  steadfast- beaming  stars, 
A  dreamy  blissful  languor  stealeth  fast 
Over  my  soul  while  musing  pensively 
On  this  fair  vista  steeped  in  rapt  repose. 
And  I  forget  the  busy  throng  of  life 
That  it  presents  by  day — and  almost  now 
I  could  imagine  it  some  magic  realm. 
Enchanted  in  far  fairyland,  beyond 
The  power  of  mortal  reach. 

But  soon  a  voice 
Says,  "  Supper's  come  at  last,  let's  eat,  and  then 
to  bed."  — Mackenzie  Bell. 


Otto  EGGELitfo,  says  the  American  Fishing 
Gazette,  has  finally  succeeded  in  importing  from 
Asia  the  first  specimens  of  the  curious  fish  known 
as  the  anabes  ever  brought  to  this  country.  The 
special  peculiarity  of  the  anabes,  which  inhabits 
the  streams  of  interior  India,  is  that  it  travels  for 
miles  on  land  in  search  of  water  when  the  streams 
are  dried  up,  says  the  Mail  and  Express.  Lovers 
of  aquariums  have  for  years  endeavoured  to  secure 
specimens  of  this  fish,  but  without  success,  as  they 
always  died  in  transit,  especially  when  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Suez  Canal,  owing  to  the  intense 
heat.  Mr.  Eggeling  conceived  the  idea  of  placing 
the  fish  in  earthenware  vessels,  containing  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  water-soaked  earth,  and 
two  months  ago  he  corresponded  with  friends 
in  India,  who  secured  several  fine  specimens 
and  shipped  them.  The  fish  arrived  last 
week,  and  when  the  eaithenware  pots  were 
opened,  the  earth  therein  was  found  perfectly 
dry  and  the  fish  were  in  a  lifeless  state.  Several 
hours  after  being  placed  in  water,  however,  they 
came  to  life  and  are  now  as  well  as  ever.  1  hese 
fish  are  beautifully  marked,  and  when  the  light 
strikes  them  at  certain  angles  their  whole  bodies 
assume  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow.  They 
average  about  2J  inches  in  length,  and,  unlike  other 
fish,  breathe  through  the  lungs  instead  of  the  gills, 
thus  enabling  them  to  live  on  land.  It  is  said  that 
the  anabes  can  be  tamed  as  any  domestic  animal, 
and  come  when  called  to,  eating  food  out  of  one's 
hand.  These  fish  have  what  might  be  called 
"crawlers"  on  the  lower  part  of  their  bodies, 
thus  enabling  them  to  travel  over  land. 


Teacher:  "  Tims  runs  on,  eh  ?"  "  Now,  what 
makes  time  run  on  ?  "  Scholar  :  "  The  spur  of  the 
moment,  I  s'pose  !  "  Tliis  reminds  me  of  another 
"  time."  "  Time  wore  on,"  said  the  poet.  What 
was  it  "  Time  "  wore  on  '!  Was  it  the  clothes  of  a 
summer's  day  ?  J       i   ■       .  • 
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The  fish  of  the  season  was  the  monster  of  a 
tarpon  caught  on  the  other  side.    It  weighed  over 
4001b.,  and  took  nearly  two  hours  to  land.  This 
nearly  equals  the  big  salmon  hooked  in  one  of  the 
Scottish  rivers  about  a  year  ago.    It  took  a  man 
and  a  boy  two  nights  and  a  day  to  play  him.  The 
salmon's  runs  were  tremendous,  so  they  lighted  a  ' 
fire  between  wickets — I  mean  on  the  bank — in  order 
that  they  might  watch  him ;  but  the  line  broke, 
after  pulling  the  boy  into  the  river  I  Weight  ?  Oh, 
yes,  they  waited  some  time  ;  but  he  never  came  | 
back,  and  the  worst  of  it  was  he  took  his  scales  with  \ 
him.  i 


Bejiggers  has  just  finished  hia  choicest  anecdote*  ! 

Bej  aggers  refuses  to  laugh  at  it.    "  I  can  tell  an  old  I 

joke  when  I  hear  it,"  declares  Bejaggers.    "  You  | 

bet  you  can!"  snaps  Bejiggers.    "You  generally  i 

tell  it  about  the  next  day  after  you  have  heard  it.  | 

and  keep  on  telling  it  until  no  one  will  listen  to  you."  ' 


I  have  known  "the  palace  made  of  windows  "  — 
as  Ingoldsby  called  it — for  many  years.  In  1851  — 
as  a  good  little  boy — you  see  it  was  a  long  time  ago 
— I  was  taken  by  my  eldest  sister  (who  is  alive  and 
hearty  now,  bless  her!)  to  the"  Exhibition,"  that 
wonder  of  wonders  in  Hyde  Park.  I  did  not  then 
dream  that  after  the  lapse  of  53  years  I  should 
renew  my  youth  and  again  spend  glorious  hours  in 
connection  with  the  gigantic  cucumber  frame  which 
gave  me  delight  when  it  was  "  a  Temple  dedicated 
to  Peace  " — just  before  the  Russian  War.  My  firm 
belief  is  that  that  war  might  have  been  averted  if 
in  1851  the  "  Great  Exhibition  " — now  the  Crystal 
Palace — had  been  made  the  scene  of  a  "  Great 
International  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament.  " 
Our  Hardys,  Enrights,  and  Nottingham  boys  would 
have  shown  such  form  that  Russia  would  never 
have  derei  to  m?et  us  in  the  Crimea. 


So  many  pages  are  devoted  to  the  results  of  the 
various  events,  with  illustrations,  that  "specially 
written"  accounts  from  well-known  writers  are 
"crowded  out,"  Consequently,  I  must  put  the 
blue  pencil  through  much  that  I  should  like  to  have 
appeared — such  as  the  glorious  weather,  the  array 
of  prizes,  the  record  entries,  the  admirable  arrange- 
ments, carried  out  so  successfully  by  the  army  of 
willing  helpers,  as  judges,  timekeepers,  and  com- 
mittee men,  and  various  other  items  on  which  I 
should  like  to  have  expatiated. 


I  have  a  lively  recollection  of  the  1890  Tourna- 
ment at  Richmond.  The  late  Mr.  Brougham  emd 
I  assisted  at  the  "gates"  and  the  Prize  Tent.  At 
Wimbledon  in  1896  I  worked  like  the  proverbial 
nigger  at  what  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
pleasantest  angling  events  for  many  years,  and 
can  thoroughly  appreciate  the  manner  in  which 
Hon.  Sec.  Emery  and  others  have  laboured  t 
sesure  the  word  "succpss." 


le 
h 


As  at  Wimb'edon  I  met  the  "Nottingham  con- 
tingent"—all  true  sportsmen.  This  time  it  con- 
sisted of  Messrs.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Harry  Spray,  J. 
Bailey,  J.  Morris,  and  W.  P.  Woolley,  whose 
portraits  grace  the  art  supplement.  Would  that 
the  tournaments  were  annual  events  if  only  for  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  such  doughty  champions. 
Then  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  (the  English  champion),  who 
travels  all  over  the  world  for  a  bit  of  fishing,  wa^ 
there  to  say  "  How  do  you,  Drag  ?  "  He  was  in  the 
pink  of  perfection,'  and  as  fit  as  a  fiddle. 

*  *  *  »  » 

Then  there  was  that  pocket  Hercules  and  Irish 
champion  Mr.  John  Enright,  from  Castleconnell. 
He  shook  me  by  the  hand — I  can  feel  the  grip  as 
write — and  asked  him  if  it  was  a  "  Cork  grip."  _ 
said  it  was  the  Castleconnell.    "  John  "  is  6ft.  5 Ji 
in  height ;  has  a  chest  measurement  of  46in.,  an 
biceps  16in,    He  has  won  six  matches  (Internationa 
football),  all  in  Ireland ;   belonged  to  the  Garr 
Owen  team  of  1890;  winner  of  gold  medal  an 
£50  challenge  cup.    All  I  can  say  is.  Don't  mee 
him  accidentally  on  a  dark  night — unless  he's  yo" 
friend. 

*  *  *  *  » 

For  fear  the  editorial  red  pencil  goes  through  th 
lot,  I  must  wind  up  by  saying  how  gratified  we  a" 
were  to  see  Mr.  Andrew  Henry,  of  fish-cultu 
celebrity,  in  company  with  Mr.  Harold  Jackson 
of  the  Oakenclough  Fishery,  Garstang,  Lancashire 
both  of  whom  kindly  acted  as  judges  in  some  o 
the  events.    I  hope  to  be  allowed  space  for  a  fe 
more  words  next  week.  The  Crystal  Palace  Tourn 
ment  may  not  have  given  satisfaction  to  everyo 
present,  but  it  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 

Dbagnet. 
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AUGUST  BANK  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 
L-  •   

'  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  Friday  or  Satur- 
day to  Monday,  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  tickets 
which  are  issued  from  London  (Liverpool-street)  and 
suburban  stations  to  the  East  and  North-East 
Coasts  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yarmouth, 
Gorleston,  Lowestoft,  Cromer.  Jlundesley,  Southend, 
Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  South  wold,  Himstanton, 
Scarborough,  Whitby,  Bridlington,  etc.)  they  will, 
on  Wednesday,  July  27,  and  Thur  day,  July  28, 
issue  cheap  excursion  tickets  to  most  of  the  above 
stations,  and  on  Thursday,  July  28,  to  Norwich, 
Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  and  other 
of  the  principal  stations  in  Essex,  Cambridgeshire, 
Norfolk,  and  Suffolk.  Excursion  tickets  will  also 
be  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  suburban 
stations  by  the  Cathedral  route  on  Friday,  July  29, 
to  the  North-East  Coast,  Durham,  Newcastle, 
Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc.  ;  and  on  Satur- 
day, July  30,  to  Lincoln,  Doncaster,  York,  Scar- 
borough, WTiitby,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Man- 
chester, Sheffield,  Hull,  Edwinstowe  (for  the 
Dukeries),  Chesterfield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  etc. 
Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc. )  for  use  on  forward 
dates  can  be  obtained  at  Liverpool-street  Station, 
12a,  Regent-street,  at  the  Company's  various  City, 
West  End,  and  other  booking-offices  ;  also  at  51, 
New  Oxford-street,  W.C.  ;  215,  Edgware-road,  W., 
and  120,  Brompton-road,  S.W.  Relieving  and 
special  trains  will  be  nm  on  the  Thursday,  Friday, 
and  Saturday  to  Southend,  Colchester,  Clacton, 
Walton,  Ipswich,  Felixstowe,  Norwich,  Cromer, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.  Mid- 
night trains  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  on 
Saturday  wiU  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.3  a.m. 
for  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Clacton  (fast  supper 
train),  and  at  12.25  a.m.  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth, 
and  Lowestoft  {via  Ipswich),  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations.  Excursion  tickets  are  issued 
daily  from  Liverpool -street  and  certain  other 
London  and  suburban  stations  to  Southend, 
Bumham-on-Crouch,  Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt, 
Harwich,  Broxbourne,  Rye  House,  and  Epping 
Forest  (Chingford,  Loughton,  etc.),  and  in  addition 
to  these  there  will  be  on  Bank  Holiday  special  day 
trips  from  Liverpool-street,  St.  Pancras,  Kentish 
Town  and  Hackney  Downs  to  Hertford,  Cambridge, 
and  Ely  ;  also  trips  for  one,  three,  five,  six,  or  eight 
days  from  Liverpool-street  and  certain  suburban 
stations  to  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  and  from 
St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  to  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Mundesley,  and  Cromer.  A  special 
service  of  trains  will  run  from  Liverpool-street  to 
Chingford,  Loughton,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House, 
from  Fenchurch-street  to  Chingford  and  Loughton, 
and  from  Gospel  Oak  to  Chingford.  Several  of  the 
usual  up  morning  expresses  (including  the  7.35  a.m. 
from  Yarmouth,  7.40  a.m.  from  Lowestoft,  7.10  a.m. 
from  Felixstowe,  7.43  a.m.  from  Ipswich,  and 
8.57  a.m.  from  Bumham-on-Crouch)  will  not  run  on 
Bank  Holiday,  but  will  run  instead  on  Tuesday, 
August  2,  on  which  day  restaurant  cars  will  run  on 
the  7.40  a.m.  from  Clacton.  Restaurant  cars  are 
run  every  week  day  (Bank  Holidays  excepted)  on 
trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for 
Norwich  and  Cromer,  and  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth  ; 
also  on  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8.0  a.m.,  Norwich 
8.46  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Paris  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  service 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  July  28, 
29.  30,  and  31,  and  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and 
2.20  p.m.  services  on  Saturday,  July  30.  They  will 
also  be  issued  by  the  night  mail  service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5 
p.m.,  each  evening  from  July  28  to  31  inclusive,  via 
Dover  and  Calais  ;  returning  from  Paris  at  2.40  p.m. 
via  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  via  Calais,  any  day 
within  14  days.  A  cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne 
will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
July  .30,  returning  at  12.5,  G..30,  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Bank 
Holiday.  Cheap  return  tickets,  available  for  eiglit 
days,  will  be  issued  at  Charing  Cross  from  July  27  to 
Aug.  1  inclusive,  available  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.20 
p.m.  services.  Similar  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  services.  On 
Sunday  and  Monday,  July  31  and  Aug.  1,  special  day 
excursions  vrill  be  run  to  Boulogne  and  Calais. 
Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne, 
and  Ostend  routes  will  be  issued  from  July  27  to 
Aug.  1,  inclu.Hive,  available  for  eight  days.  Special 
cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Amsterdam,  The 
Hague,  and  other  Dutch  Towns,  via  Queenboro'  and 
Flushing  (Royal  Mail  Route),  will  be  issued  from 


July  27  to  Aug.  1  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and 
Holborn  at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  eight-day  return 
tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  July  27  to  Aug. 
1  inclusive.  Special  cheap  tours  to  the  Belgian 
Ardennes  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend 
routes  are  also  announced.  During  the  holidays  the 
Continental  services  ■will  run  as  usual.  A  special 
express  train  (first,  second,  and  third  class)  will  leave 
Victoria  for  Dover  Pier  at  8.50  p.m.,  calling  at  Heme 
Hill,  on  July  29,  in  connection  with  the  Calais  and 
Ostend  night  steamers.  The  home  arrangements  are 
as  follows : — Cheap  return  tickets  to  Tunbridge 
Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury, 
Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Mar- 
gate, Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal, 
Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone  Shorncliffe,  Hythe, 
Sandgate  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea), 
will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain  trains  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  July  29  and  30,  available  to 
return  on  Aug.  1,  2,  and  3,  by  any  train  (mail  and 
boat  expresses  excepted).  Cheap  day  excursions  on 
Bank  Holiday  will  be  run  from  the  principal  London 
stations  to  Gravesend,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable, 
Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate.  Broadstairs, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc. 
On  Bank  HoUday  a  Special  Cheap  day  excursion  will 
be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.24 
a.m.  and  London  Bridge  9.30  a.m.  Also  cheap  after- 
noon excursion  to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay  on 
Sunday,  July  31,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at 
2.55  p.m.,  and  Charing  Cross  at  1.47  p.m.  Return 
tickets  (including  admission)  will  be  issued  from 
London  to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank 
Holiday.  Full  particulars  of  the  excursions,  exten- 
sion of  time  for  certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in 
train  services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday 
programme  and  bills. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  excursions  will  be  run  from  Euston,  Broad- 
street,  Kensington  (Addison-road),  Willesden  Junc- 
tion, Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and  other  London 
stations,  as  follows: — On  Wednesdays,  until  Sept.  28, 
to  Blackpool,  Lancaster,  Morecambe,  English  Lake 
District,  and  Furness  fine  stations.  On  Thursdays, 
until  Sept.  29,  to  Shrewsbury,  Hereford,  North, 
South,  and  Central  Wales,  and  Cambrian  line 
stations,  Buxton,  Liverpool,  Birkenhead,  and 
Chester.  Every  Friday  midnight,  until  Sept.  30,  to 
Douglas  (Isle  of  Man),  via  Liverpool.  On  Saturdays, 
until  Sept.  24,  to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man)  via  Fleet- 
wood (from  Euston  only).  On  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays,  until  further  notice  (from  Euston  only), 
day  trips  to  Stratford-on-Avon.  In  connection 
with  these  trips  tickets  will  also  be  issued  covering 
coach  drive  from  Stratford  to  Warwick  and  Kenil- 
worth,  passengers  retvuriing  to  London  from  the 
latter  station.  On  Saturdays,  until  further  notice, 
to  Bedford,  Bletchley,  Brackley,  Buckingham, 
Leighton,  Rugby,  Wobum  Sands,  and  Wolverton, 
returning  same  day  or  following  Sunday  or  Monday. 
To  Newport  Pagnell,  returning  same  day  or  follow- 
ing Monday.  On  Thursday,  July  28,  August  II 
and  25,  Sept.  8  and  22,  to  Ireland.  To  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  Birkenhead,  Chester,  Blackpool,  South- 
port,  Carlisle,  Lancaster,  Morecambe,  Lake  District, 
Furness  line  stations.  North  Staffordshire  stations, 
principal  stations  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire, 
Buxton  District,  Rugby,  and  Leicester.  On  Fridays, 
July  29,  August  12  and  26,  Sept.  9  and  23,  to  Car- 
lisle and  Scotland.  On  Saturday,  July  30,  Sunday 
midnight,  July  31,  Friday,  August  12,  Monda,y, 
August  15,  Friday,  August  26,  Monday,  August  29, 
Friday,  Sept.  9,  Monday,  Sept.  12,  Friday,  Sept.  23, 
and  Monday,  Sept.  26, to  Birmingham,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, and  South  Staffordshire  District.  Every  Friday 
and  Saturday  week-end  tickets  will  be  issued  to  the 
principal  pleasure  resorts  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Excursions  from  St.  Pancras  (with  bookings  from 
City,  Greenwich,  and  Woolwich  stations)  will  be 
run  to  all  parts  of  the  Midland  Counties,  Derbyshire, 
Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  the  Lake  District,  Scotlaiid 
and  Ireland.  Week-end  tickets  are  issued  every 
Friday  and  Saturday  from  St.  Pancras  and  other 
Midland  stations  to  the  principal  holiday  resorts. 
For  August  Bank  Holiday  these  tickets  will  be 
available  for  returning  on  the  following  Sunday 
(where  train  service  permits),  Monday,  Tuesday, 
or  Wednesday.  Tickets,  programmes,  and  bil!s 
may  be  obtained  at  St.  Pancras,  and  other  Midland 
stations  and  City  booking  offices,  or  from  Thos. 
Cook  &  Son's  Ludgate  Circus  and  branch  offices. 
Ordinary  train  service. — On  Saturday,  July  30, 
Bank  Holiday,  August  I,  and  Tuesday,  August  2, 
certain  booked  trains  will  be  withdrawn,  particulars 
of  which  will  be  found  duly  notified  in  the  company's 
time  tables  and  by  special  bills  at  the  stations. 
Some  of  the  luncheon  and  dining  cars  and  through 
carriages  announced  in  the  time  tablog  will  also  be 
suspended  on  Bank  Holiday,  August  1. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Fast  excursions  at  convenient  times  and  for 
various  periods  will  leave  Waterloo  and  certain 
suburban  stations  for  the  principal  places  in  the 
West  of  England,  Somorset,  Dorset,  Wilts,  Hants, 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  etc.  Combinod  ra'l  and  sea  trips 
have  also  been  arranged  vin  Southampton  to  the 
Channel  Islands,  and  the  French  coast  for  Paris, 
Normandy,  Brittany,  etc.,  from  Waterloo,  the 
tickets  being  available  for  fourteen  days  or  less. 
Full  particulars  as  to  dates,  times,  fares,  etc.,  are 
g'ven  in  a  programme,  which  can  ba  obtained, 
together  with  '  free  "  copy  of  illustrated  guide, 
list  of  seaside  and  country  apartments,  lodgings, 
etc.,  at  any  of  the  Companv's  London  offices,  or 
from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E.  Tickets  can  be 
obtained  beforehand  at  any  of  the  Company's 
London  offices  and  agencies.  For  the  convenience 
of  passengers  travelling  by  ordinary  train,  many  of 
the  express  trains  from  Waterloo  will  be  run  in 
duplicate,  the  first  divisions  starting  a  few  minutes 
before  the  advertised  time.  Additional  and  late 
trains  will  run  to  certain  stations  during  the  holidays. 
The  period  of  availability  of  ordinary  return  and 
week-end  tickets  will  be  extended  as  usual. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Tickets  of  "all  kinds  will  be  issued  at  the  Great 
Western's  City  and  West  End  offices  and  can  be 
obtained  and  dated  in  advance  to  suit  the  public. 
Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at  Clapham  Junction 
(L.B.  and  S.C.  side).  Battersea,  Chelsea,  Kensington, 
(Addison-road),  Hamrriersmith,  Aldgate,  and  all 
stations  to  Edgware-road  inclusive,  Acton,  Ealing, 
and  other  suburban  stations.  Pamphlets  contain- 
ing full  information  are  sent  free  on  application  to 
the  Company's  divisional  officers,  station-masters, 
or  town  office  agents  on  receipt  of  a  postcard  stating 
the  particulars  required.  Excursions  will  be  run 
during  the  holidays  to  the  principal  towns,  inland 
watering-places,  seaside  resorts,  and  riverside 
stations.  Cheap  week-end  tickets  are  issued 
throughout  the  year  to  health  and  holiday  resorts 
served  by  the  Company's  system.  On  the  days 
immediately  preceding  Sunday,  July  31,  additional 
express  and  local  trains  wiU  be  run  for  the  con- 
venience of  holiday  seekers. 


GREAT  CENTRAL. 

The  Great  Central  Company's  ABC  Pro- 
gramme contains  ample  and  admirable  facilities 
to  those  desirous  of  spending  the  hoUday  at  places 
reached  by  their  comfortable  and  picturesque 
route.  Excursions  are  announced  from  London 
(Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and  Metro- 
politan stations,  to  all  the  principal  towns  and 
holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands,  North  of  England, 
and  North-East  and  North-West  Coast  watering- 
places.  A  fast  train  leaves  Marylebone  at  12.5  mid- 
night Friday  and  Saturday,  July  29  and  30  ;  there 
are  also  several  additional  special  expresses  on 
Saturday,  July  30,  two  of  which  depart  from  Mary- 
lebone at  2.25  and  3.25  p.m.,  and  run  to  Sheffield 
without  a  stop.  The  information  has  been  so  con- 
cisely tabulated  in  the  programme  that  the  times  of 
starting,  fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for 
any  station  (alphabetically  arranged)  can  be  easily 
seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  lucid  guide  can  be 
obtained  free  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  at  any  of 
the  company's  town  offices  and  agencies. 


HOLIDAY  BATHING— USEFUL  HINTS. 


It  is  to  Mr.  William  Henry  that  we  owe  that 
splendid  indispensable  institution  known  as  the 
Life  Saving  Society.  Since  its  inception,  thirteen 
years  ago,  Mr.  Henry  has  been  indefatigable  in  his 
efforts  to  persuade  the  public  not  only  to  become 
swimmers,  but  to  learn  how  to  rescue  a  drowning 
person,  and  how  to  resuscitate  one  who  is  apparently 
drowned. 

In  the  course  of  a  chat  appearing  (with  portrait) 
in  CasselVs  Saturday  Journal  for  July  27,  Mr.  Henry 
says  : — "  A  man  on  a  holiday,  bathing  for  the  first 
time,  should  not  stay  in  the  water  for  more  than 
three  or  four  minutss,  while  if  he  feels  chilly  he  should 
have  just  one  dip  and  come  out  again.  He  should 
accustom  himself  gradually  to  the  water.  In  this 
connection  it  is  important  to  remember  that  our 
bodies,  unlike  our  hands  and  faces,  are  wrapped  up. 
The  consequence  is  that  a  bather,  in  order  to  with- 
stand the  cold  without  incurring  injury  to  his 
constitution,  requires  to  get  his  body  into  the  same 
condition  as  his  hands  and  face,  or  nearly  so. 
This  is  what  I  do.  Throwing  off  mj-  clothes,  I 
indulge  in  sun  baths,  which  are  "exceedingly 
healthy." 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,  FISHING   QUARTERS,  &o. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

En   Pension  fTevniB  only  lOa.  6d.  a.  day. 

NO  EXTRAS. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


sr. 

THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST 


ONIL-Y   BIX   HOURS   FROIVK  I-ONDON; 

Post  and  Telegraph :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL, 


WJLLSS. 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  oauglit  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  TeraiS,  10/6  per  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Pictureequely  Bituated  on  West  Coast,  and  In  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.   Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA   FISHI\G.  EXTENSjriS  BOATING  AND  MIRING. 


N.B; — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


NEW  FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Peopeietbess. 


LYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

LYNMOUTH,  DEVON. 

Unrivalled  for  its  home  comforts  and  excellent  cuisine,  and  stands  in  an  ideal 
position.     Good  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Deep-Sea  Pishing.    Boats  and  men  kept. 
Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.    Charges  strictly  moderate. 
Telegrams — "  Valley,  Lynmouth." 

Phase  note  address.  CECIL  N.  BEVAN,  Proprietor. 


Swan  Hotel,  Mm,  Woroeslersmie. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms,  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


" Out  of  sight  amd  sound  of  BoAlxoays" 
"  Truly  on  Ideal  Spot" 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  in  England. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 

Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream. 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  8  lbs.  caught 
this  season  to  date. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  U  now  added 

to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Fbbhsham  Pobd.Chubt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS.  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendonf  JUiddlesex. 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  gtatloni.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SiZKB  UV  FISH : 
Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  Inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Budd,  einch.  Perch,  8  inch.' 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  4  inch. 

Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  16. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike.  Perch,  and  Eudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  6rf.  per 
day,  Winter  ;  8s.  6(1.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  hip  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22*  lbs. 
Good  sea  flsliing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

MIJSTGWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  In  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards  ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Propribtor.  

BORDER  ESK  AND  UDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
ooimtry. — C.  W.  Nbldbb,  Proprietor. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
pyrites :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Lrch  Ness,  Inverness-shire; 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4-/.  per  day. 
Splendid  T-out  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  Lid  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

6.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Satherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
OQlce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


BELL  HOTEL, 

LLANORWYNEY,  near  ABERGAVENNY. 


The  above  Hotel  affords  every  accommodation, 
especially  for  Anglers,  there  being  splendid 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  River  Usk  attached 
to  the  Hotel,  Llangorse  Lake  also  being  within 
easy  distance.  Posting,  &c.  Telephone,  P.O., 
Crickhowell,  No.  17.— For  terms,  apply  J.  B. 
YENDOLL,  Proprietor.  


BUCK  HOTEL, 

Yellow  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  Hcrling,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  in  Border  Esk.  (!omfortable  Bedrooms, 
Bathroom,  w.c,  Sitting  Room,  and  Dining 
Room.  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Cigars  of  genuine 
quality.  Card  of  Tariff,  and  particulars  of  the 
Esk  and  Its  tributaries,  post  free.— Georoe  S. 
Grant,  Proprietor. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
flshing  from  the  one  boat,  Ji3  5«.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  l)oatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  tlie 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral'  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  eleotrio  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 


SHANNON  AND  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HURLEY. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 


SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TRODT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  <fec.  New 
B'ish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers' Board,  98.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«.  ;  Daily,  5«. 
Boat  and  Man,  58.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manageress. 


This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Loclis. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISBING  FREE.  FOSTING. 

Mks.  mackay. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  &c.  First-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.   With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor. 


CXJLAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Bail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Culag,  Loohinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
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iTofcs  from  l^c  ITorff). 

The  Dee  rose  about  a  foot  on  July  23,  hut  it  did 
'  last  long  enough,  and  matters  are  as  backward 
er  again — so  with  other  streams. 


1 -angling,  which  is  exceptionally  good  round 
Kast  Coast,  and  especially  in  Peterhead  and  the 
ly  Firth  districts,  is  also  somewhat  flat  on 
ant  of  the  too  clear  water. 


:ie  shooting  season  is  just  within  speaking  dis- 
e  and  the  prospects  were  seldom  better,  but  the 
iiingr  birds  are  no  doubt  suffering  from  the  exoes- 
.i\  e  drought. 


Autumn  fishings  usually  go  with  the  autumn 
juarters,  and  only  hotel  fishings  are  available  for 
;he  tourist  angler  unless  he  knows  his  way  about 
Jtherwise.  There  are  some  stretches  worth  looking 
X),  however,  when  once  the  nets  are  off,  and  that 
nay  be  fished  for  "  an  old  song." 

One  morning  last,  week  one  net,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Dee,  yielded  200  fine  sea-trout  and  grille  at  one 
iau|. 

The  fish  are  moving  about  in  shoals  waiting  a  rise 
.a  the  waters,  and  while  they  wait  they  get  pretty 
ivell  thirmed  down.  It  is  just  now  that  the  fish 
iould  be  saved  with  advantage  by  lifting  some  of 
r.he  more  fatal  nets.  The  local  board  should  buy 
them  up. 

The  Professor  (wasp)  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
flies  just  now  for  July  and  August  for  trout,  and 
the  Bumble  Bee  for  salmon  and  grilse — that  is, 
where  any  fishing  is  being  done. 

Special  Scotch. 


Jlssoctafions,  c(c. 

British  Sea  Anglebs'  Society. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  Kemp  took  the  chair  on  July  27. 
Increased  activity  in  sea-angling  round  our  co  asts 
was  evidenced  by  a  very  considerable  increase  in 
the  number  of  reports  from  agents  at  the  various 
stations  extending  from  the  Scilly  Isles  to  the 
Orkneys,  up  both  coasts,  not  forgetting  the 
Islands  of  Ireland  and  of  Man.  The  East 
Coast  does  not  appear  to  have  been  visited  by 
the  finny  tribe  in  usual  number,  but  the  season 
is  stiU  early.  Bass  are  everywhere  in  great 
abundance.  Mackerel  on  our  Devonshire  and 
Cornish  coasts  are  not  very  abundant,  and  appear 
this  season  to  have  gone  North  up  th3  Irish 
SetL  At  ^linehead,  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  many 
thousands  are  being  landed,  a  thing  quite  unpre- 
cedented. Large  soles  have  also  made  their  appear- 
ance there.  At  Carnarvon,  and  up  the  Lancashire 
coast,  mackerel  are  being  taken  in  great  numbers, 
and  off  the  Isle  of  Man  herring  and  mackerel  are  in 
great  abundance.  Mr.  Hyde  asked  the  cause  of 
this  unusual  departure  from  customary  haunts,  and 
an  interesting  discussion  ensued.  Temperature 
was  noted  as  a  disturbing  element,  but  the  "neces- 
sity of  living  "  was  held  to  be  the  true  cause — 
they  "follow  their  food."  This  season  has  been 
wonderfully  prolific  in  small  fry  ;  their  large  num- 
bers are  noticed  everywhere.  The  London  Docks 
are  full  of  them,  said  Mr.  Minchin.  The  chairman 
had  seen  enormous  numbers  of  bleak  coming  down 
the  Thames,  and  the  great  improvement  in  the 
purity  of  its  water  was  borne  testimony  to. 
The  secretary  announced  that  after  July  29  the 
rooms  would  be  closed  for  the  Bank  Holiday  week 
until  Monday,  August  8.  No  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day, 3rd,  and  on  the  8th  members  would  relate  their 
fishing  experiences  during  the  holidays. — H.  P. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  Wednesday  (.July  20)  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided. 
A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Adrian  Lumley,  of  the 
Cancer  Research  Fund,  with  reference  to  cancer  in 
fish,  desiring  members  to  bring  to  his  (or  Dr 
Bashford's)  notice  any  suspicious  case  for  further 
investigation.  A  new  member  was  proposed. 
Messrs.  Marks  and  Yarham  having  kindly  presented 
the  society  with  two  notice  boards,  etc.,  were 
accorded  a  vote  of  thanks.  A  special  committee 
meeting  was  afterwards  held  (Mr.  Armitage  in  the 
chair)  to  consider  a  report  sent  in  by  one  of  the 
society's  bailiffs  regarding  an  important  matter.  As 
to  fishing  results,  Mr.  Barnes  has  had  perch  up  to 
IJlb.,  Mr.  Cracknell  about  141b.  of  roach  one  day 
(best  IJlb.),  and  Mr.  Blagrave  roach  (best,  lib.  2Joz.) 
from  the  club  water,  and  Mr.  Beatley  chub  from  the 
i  Thames.  The  competition  fixed  for  August  1  will 
take  place  in  the  Harefield  portion  of  the  society's 
water. — E.  B. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last  Mr.  A. 
Graham,  sen.,  presided.  Fishing  reports  were  not 
nimiero\is,  however.  Several  vei-y  good  dace  had 
been  taken  on  different  occasions  by  Messrs.  Graham, 
jun.,  and  Hussen  at  the  society's  Wraysbury 
fishery  ;  other  members,  fishing  at  various  localities, 
reporting  poor  results.  Members  were  very  pleased 
to  hear  that  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  continued  to 
make  satisfactory  progress  towards  complete  re- 
covery. There  were  several  applications  from  gentle- 
men wishing  to  become  members.  Various  piscatoria  l 
matters  having  been  satisfactorily  discussed,  the 
usual  toast  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
concluded  the  business.  Will  members  kindly  note 
that  Monday  next  being  a  Bank  Holiday,  there  will 
be  no  meeting  held  on  Tuesday,  August  2  ? — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  occupied  the  chair  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  at  which  much  bvisiness  of  a  varied 
character  was  transacted.  Bass  were  reported  very 
plentiful  along  the  south  coast — Arundel,  Little- 
hampton,  and  Newhaven.  The  following  gentlemen 
reported  fishing  : — Messrs.  S.  Gorring,  trout  from 
the  Dart,  and  very  good  roach  from  the  river  Blyth  ; 
A.  Saunders,  at  Chesham,  three  trout,  one  returned  ; 
Thonger,  chub  on  the  fly  ;  P.  W.  Salmond,  a  variety 
of  fish  from  the  Kennet ;  Lindwall,  one  trout  at 
Chesham  ;  F.  A.  Gray  and  Woodruff,  bream,  etc. , 
at  Amberley ;  Buckingham,  various  fish  at  Pul- 
borough  ;  A.  J.  Saunders  and  son,  at  Huntingdon, 
ten  bream,  251b.  ;  H.  Saunders,  Chesham,  l^lb.  and 
I  Jlb.  trout,  and  at  Theale,  barbel,  chub,  and  perch. 
On  Tuesday,  August  2,  there  will  be  no  meetmg. 
Members  having  any  suggestions  to  make  for  the 
better  management  of  our  fisheries  are  earnestly 
requested  to  commimicate  with  the  society,  and  not 
take  up  any  question  with  the  proprietors.  The 
weeds  have  been  cut  in  the  lower  portion  of  our 
Theale  fishery,  and  the  whole  will  be  completed  by 
this  week-end. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  chair  on  Wednesday 
last.  A  good  many  members  have  been  out,  the 
best  reports  being  from  the  following  gentlemen  : — 
Messrs.  Westrup  and  Scholefield,  who  have  taken 
several  brace  of  trout  from  the  Darenth,  best  leash 
weighing  31b.  It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  record  on 
this  dry  fly  stream  that  they  were  all  taken  on  wet 
fly — a  small  Orange  Grouse.  They  have  also 
recorded  a  fair  take  of  bream,  Mr.  Westrnp's  five 
best  being  31b.  13oz.,  31b.  12Joz.,  31b.  lloz.,  31b.  4oz., 
and  31b.  5oz.  Mr.  Scholefield's  best,  51b.  7Joz.  and 
41b.  Mr.  Rayner,  chub,  dace,  perch,  and  jack — a 
very  good  bag.  Mr.  Ellis  Forbes,  tench  up  to  21b. 
loz.,  and  Mr.  Harold  Dunn,  a  mixed  bag  of  perch, 
roach,  and  dace. — W.  T.  A. 

Holloway  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  on  July  26.  Mr.  F.  Berry 
brought  up  a  good  show  of  fish,  consisting  of  trout 
up  to  lib.  ll  joz.,  rudd,  dace,  and  perch.  Mr.  F.  G. 
Young  was  elected  a  member.  Mr.  S.  Stone  (our 
president)  kindly  donated  £1  Is.  to  Anglers'  Bene- 
volent Society.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
in  force  next  meeting,  as  several  important  subjects 
have  to  be  discussed. — H.  C.  Martin  (Hon.  Sec). 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  presided  over  the  meeting  of 
July  25,  when  a  fine  trout  from  the  society's  water 
at  Uxbridge  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  A.  Carpenter 
The  fLsh  was  caught  on  fly,  and  weighed  when  landed 
41b.  minus  half-an-ounce.  Mr.  Carpenter  was 
warmly  congratulated  on  his  success.  Dr.  Lake 
had  a  nice  21b.  trout  from  the  same  fishery,  and 
others  had  been  taken  and  returned,  not  being  up 
to  the  retainable  size.  The  roach  were  stated  to 
have  vastly  improved  in  condition.  Mr.  H.  A 
Rolt  had  a  good  bag  of  these,  the  best  specimen 
weighing  lib.  4oz.  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Smith  had  seven 
kinds  of  fish  on  July  23.  From  Newbury  there  was 
no  news.  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  had  had  sport  at 
Wroxham,  but  nothing  of  any  special  weight  was 
brought  to  the  net.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  had 
numbers  of  chub  from  the  Thames,  his  best  brace 
going  51b.  8Joz.  Mr.  Wheeley  gave  an  interesting 
account  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  at  which 
he  was  a  prize-winner  in  two  competitions.  Mr. 
Garrod  had  fair  sport  with  sewin  in  Wales,  and  the 
chairman  had  one  and  a-half  brace  of  trout  from 
private  water.  A  letter  was  received  from  the 
respected  vice-president,  Mr.  Edward  J.  Walker, 
announcing  that  his  son  had  taken  a  magnificent 
chub  in  the  Avon  weighing  61b.  7oz.  There  will  be 
no  meeting  on  Monday  next,  Bank  Holiday. — 
Hon.  Sec. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebftor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  respomihle  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

CURIOUS  INCIDENTS  IN  LOCH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — A  very  curious  thing  occurred  here  on 
July  21.  Whilst  fly-fishing  on  Loch  Boarlan  a  gull 
took  my  trout  fly  (on  the  water),  and  afterwards  gave 
me  a  queer  and  not  unexciting  experience  during 
its  struggles  in  the  air — now  down  in  the  waves, 
now  dashing  up  in  the  air  like  a  kite,  and  all  the  time 
taking  out  line  freely.  Finally,  when  all  the  lino 
was  out  the  bird  flopped  down  into  a  bed  of  floating 
weeds,  where  somehow  he  got  free  of  the  hook  and 
went  off  apparently  none  the  worse.  But  this  is 
only  half  the  "  coincidence  "  ;  on  my  return  I  met 
ray  hostess,  Mrs.  MacDonald  (a  first-rate  fly-fisher, 
by  the  way),  returning  with  a  full  creel,  and  made 
the  remark  that  to-day,  at  any  rate,  I  had 
hooked  if  not  caught  something  more  remarkable 
than  she  had.  "  What  was  it  ?  "  she  inquired. 
'  A  gull."  "  Well,  then,  I  have  beaten  you  still, 
for  I  have  not  only  hooked  but  actually  landed 
one  !  "  What  are  the  odds,  I  wonder,  against  thisi 
double  event  ? — Youi-s  truly, 

H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel,  Sutherlandshire. 
P.S. — Mrs.  Mac  Donald's  gull  did  not  "  take  "  the 
fly,  but  got  mixed  up  with  line  and  the  flies  whilst 
she  was  casting. 

THE  TOURNAMENT— A  SUGGESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — My  wife  and  I  journeyed  up  to  the 
Crystal  Palace  on  July  22,  and, .sitting  on  the  bank, 
facing  your  boat,  we  witnessed  the  fly-casting 
contest.  I  was  sorry  not  to  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  having  a  few  words  with  you,  but  we  had  to  go 
just  as  Mr.  McCutcheon  finished  his  casting. 

Now,  as  an  old  fly-fisher,  who  saw  his  first  fly- 
casting  contest,  I  would  with  due  deference  beg  to 
be  allowed  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  casting 
was  done  under  far  too  favourable  conditions,  for 
those  who  allowed  their  lines  to  light  on  the  water 
behind  them  would  have  made  "  no  cast  "  had  the 
space  in  their  rear  been  the  usual  terra  firma.  Con- 
sequently, in  my  opinion,  the  "  contest  "  was  not 
practically  of  much  use  to  those  who  came  to  learn 
something.  Had  each  cast  been  declared  "  no 
cast "  when  the  water  in  rear  was  touched  by  the 
line,  we  would  have  ascertained  who  was  the  best 
practical  angler.  Enright's  casting  was  worth  tlie 
journey  from  Leeds  to  see  ;  the  way  he  picked  his 
line  off  the  water  and  his  splendid  back  casts  were  a 
treat  to  witness,  and  they  gladdened  the  heart  of 
this  old  angler. 

Finally,  let  me  again  urge  the  necessity  of  barring 
casts  when  the  line  touches  land  or  water  in  the 
back  cast ;  we  would  then  see  the  extent  of  an 
angler's  casting  power  for  practical  purposes. — 
With  best  wishes,  yours  truly, 

Leeds.  T.  Gordon  Duff. 

[I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Duff,  especially  as  I  know 
I  hit  the  water  behind  a  good  few  times  mj'self, — 
Ed.] 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE 
TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, —  In  the"]  bait-casting  competitions  no 
two  competitors  cast  alike.  One  of  them  turned 
his  back  to  the  mark  and  faced  the  spectators. 
Another  turned  a  very  long  way  round  before  he 
prepared  to  cast,  and  there  seemed  more  difficulty 
in  his  method  than  the  competitor  who  turned  his 
back  fully  to  the  mark.  Although  the  style  of  the 
latter  caster  was  the  reverse  of  scientific,  his  calcula- 
tions worked  out  tolerably  well,  for  his  casting  was 
by  no  means  bad.  I  always  keep  my  eye  near  the 
spot  where  I  wish  the  bait  to  strike  the  water,  and 
not  on  the  bait.  "To  make  the  cast,"  says  a  well- 
known  author,  "first  'sight'  the  spot."  How  a 
caster  could  "first  'sight '  the  spot"  when  his  back 
was  turned  to  the  long  white  line  is  more  than  I 
can  tell,  but  even  the  competitor  that  turned  three - 
parts  lound  followed  the  bait  with  his  eyes,  and  the 
baits  of  many  of  the  competitors  seemed  to  possess 
a  singular  fascination,  for  they  either  could  not  or 
would  not  keep  their  eyes  off  them.  When  actually 
fishing  (say,  spinning)  I  do  not  suppose  a  single 
competitor  would  keep  his  eyes  on  his  bait  right  up 
to  the  time  of  casting,  then  why  should  he  indulge 
in  this  habit  when  trying  to  cast  his  bait  as  far  as 
possible  on  the  grass  ?  Tliere  are  three  things  to 
accomplish,  I  take  it,  in  about  as  many  seconds — 
to  put  sufficient  force  in  the  cast  to  send  the  bait 
the  greatest  distance  with  the  exact  skidding 
necessary,  and  to  cast  on  or  near  the  Une.  Several 
competitors  put  on  such  a  heavy  pressure  that  the 
bait  was  either  retarded  or  stopped  altogether,  and 
came  ba  -k  with  a  jerk,  and  the  reason,  I  conclude, 
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•was  that,  in  several  cases  at  all  events,  the  pressure 
put  on  the  light  bait  was  equal  to,  if  not  more  than, 
that  put  on  the  heavy  one,  when  it  should  have 
been  considerably  less.  This  was  no  doubt  due 
to  using  the  same  rod  for  casting  both  the  light 
and  heavy  baits,  an  oversight  that  I  think  I 
may  say  without  contradiction  lost  one  or  two 
competitors  a  prize.  Several  competitors  came 
to  grief  because  they  attempted  to  accomplish  what 
they  had  neither  the  skill  nor  strength  to  perform. 
After  two  attempts  I  made  a  cast  with  a  rod  that 
weighed  21b.  Now,  if  this  (to  me)  heavy  rod  was 
the  rod  just  right  for  a  2^oz.  weight,  would  not  a 
rod  weighing  considerably  less  (say,  24oz.)  be  a 
better  weapon  for  the  lighter  weight  ? 

If,  aa  a  competitor  said  to  me  with  a  very  long 
face,  that  his  rod  was  much  too  stiff  for  the  heavy 
weight,  how  much  more  would  it  be  for  the  light 
one  ?  The  rod  should  suit  the  weight  to  a  nicety, 
and  if  it  were  adapted  to  the  larger  it  could  not 
possibly  suit  the  lesser  weight. — Yours  truly. 

Old  Pax. 


IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  competition  for  "  Distance  and 
Accuracy "  was  of  all  the  competitions  that  in 
which  I  took  most  interest,  for  it  was  the  only  one 
to  bring  out  actual  fly  fishing  conditions. 

I  hope  when  there  is  another  tourriament,  some 
other  competitions  may  be  introduced  which  will 
still  further  test  skill  in  fishing,  such,  for  instance, 
as  putting  a  fly  under  an  umbrella  over  the  water  or 
something  else  to  represent  an  overhanging  bough, 
and  also  one  for  casting  with  an  obstruction  behind 
one. 

I  think  this  would  attract  amateur  fishermen 
more  than  the  hurling  of  a  hugely  long  line  with 
rods  which  would  be  of  no  use  for  real  fishing. — 
Yours  truly.  An  Amateur. 


NON-RISING  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  glad  to  see  "  Berkshire's  " 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  July  23,  as  my 
reason  for  writing  was,  not  to  dogmatise,  but  that  I 
hoped  it  might  induce  discussion  of  this  very 
important  subject.  I  am  quite  aware  that  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  large  fish  farms  raise  their  fry  from 
carefully  selected  parents,  but  the  question  is 
whether  the  selection  is  conducted  on  the  most  judi- 
cious lines.  I  imagine  that,  generally  speaking, 
the  breeding  stock  are  chosen  for  size  rather  than 
for  rising  qualities,  and  my  contention  is  that  this 
is  not  as  it  should  be. 

When  I  referred  to  netting  fish,  at  the  end  of  the 
season,  I  had  in  my  mind  the  case  of  owners  of 
fisheries  who  were  independent  of  the  fish  farms 
and  bred  from  their  own  stock.  When  trout  are 
bred  and  reared  on  these  farms,  they  must  be,  to  a 
very  great  extent,  dependent  on  artificial  feeding, 
and  thus  learn  the  very  habits  which  we  want  them 
to  forsake,  or,  better  still,  never  learn.  On  any 
river  which  is  fished  exclusively  with  the  dry  fly,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  things,  the  free  rising  fly- 
feeding  trout  are  those  which  are  first  exterminated. 
This  does  not  apply  in  anything  like  so  great  a 
degree  to  wet  fly  rivers,  as,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  quite 
the  exception  for  a  wet  fly  to  be  taken  by  trout  for  a 
fly  in  the  imago  or  sub-imago  stage. 

Anyone  who  examines  a  wet  fly  in  the  water  will 
understand  what  I  mean  ;  such  a  lure  certainly 
looks  very  like  an  insect  of  some  sort,  but  has  very 
little,  if  any,  resemblance  to  a  living  or  even  a 
drowned  fly.  Anyone  who  tried  the  experiment 
suggested  in  my  former  letter — namely,  breeding 
from  fish  actually  caught  in  the  first  instance  with 
the  dry  fly — would  be  conferring  a  very  great  benefit 
on  the  noble  army  of  dry  fly  fishers. — Yours  truly. 

Green  Wren. 

HOW  TO  TAKE  A  WASP'S  NEST. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  will  be  good  enough  to  inform 
me  throuEjh  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper 
what  is  the  best  method  of  taking  a  wasp's  nest 
without  the  use  of  sulphur  or  other  similar  sub- 
stance, which,  I  am  informed,  is  likely  to  scent  the 
grub  and  render  it  useless  for  fishing  purposes. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  N.  J.  Maddle. 

FISHING  ON  THE  BORDER  ESK  AND 
LIDDLE  IN  AUGUST. 

DEiRSiR,-  -I  expect  to  spend  a  fortnight  fishing 
on  the  borders  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  in  August. 
Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any 
infonnation  as  to  kind  of  rod  to  take  and  what  sort 
of  flies  to  use  '!  Is  it  necessary  to  have  a  licence  ? 
If  Bo,  how  much  per  day  and  where  to  obtain  tickets. 
Are  there  any  farmhouses  where  you  can  stay  ? 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly. 

Iota. 


SUMMER  SPORT  AT  CALAIS. 

Dear  Sir, — Last  time  the  evening  flood-tide 
suited  for  the  scad — trying  a  cast  of  home-made 
artificials,  a  pipe-lead  wrapped  in  a  bit  of  bright  tin 
from  inside  lid  of  a  tobacco-box,  on  a  big  round-- 
bend  hook,  with  a  tag  of  silvered  sole-skin,  and  two 
little  strips  of  the  sanio  on  short  droppers  above — I 
struck  a  passing  shoal,  and  hooked  three  strong 
horse-mackerel  at  once,  and  a  strong  pull  they  gave 
mo.  The  top  one  got  off  just  as  I  got  them  to  the 
surface,  but  it  was  about  enough  for  the  old  bamboo 
to  swing  up  the  other  two — l^lb.  and  lib.  I  did 
not  strike  the  shoal  again,  and  locals  with  rmtural 
baits  and  sundry  artificials  did  very  little,  but 
coming  tides  should  give  better  sport. 

Small  mackerel  are  coming  well  to  the  lines 
outside,  when  the  breeze  is  fresh.  My  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  numbers  of  very  fine  sea-trout^  and 
one  or  two  sea-trout  and  salmon,  caught  in  nets  off 
Wissant,  where  a  little  river  runs  in,  which  they  are 
evidently  waiting  for  a  spate  to  enter.  I  understand 
there  is  an  impassable  fall  or  weir  a  little  way  up, 
above  which  a  Calais  gentleman  has  a  nice  private 
fishery,  holding  good-sized  trout,  also  pike  and 
perch.  There  seems  to  be  an  opening  in  that 
quarter  for  a  fish-pass. 

Roach  and  bream  fishing  in  the  canals  is  very 
slack  during  daytime  in  this  hot  weather,  the  big 
bream  being  particularly  sulky.  Night  fishing  is 
not  allowed.  Some  big  bream,  etc.,  have  been 
caught  very  early  in  the  morning. 

A  friend  of  mine  had  the  miserable  experience  of 
a  long  day,  with  only  five  bites,  and  one  small  fish 
landed.  Trying  the  same  place  two  days  later,  I 
laboriously  scraped  together  two  and  a  half  dozen — 
nineteen  roach,  eight  bream,  two  gudgeon,  one 
bleak,  nothing  over  half  a  pound. — Yours  truly, 

Calais,  July  19,  1904.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

P.S. — A  few  grey  mullet  still  being  got  in  the 
Docks  on  paste. 

FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  SULBY. 

Dear  Sir, — As  an  old  reader  of  your  much 
esteemed  paper  I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  would  inform  me  what  fishing 
is  to  be  had  in  the  River  Sulby,  Isle  of  Man,  also 
what  charge  for  fishing,  if  any.  Would  there  be 
any  chance  of  white  trout  there  in  that  month  ? 
I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  let  me  know  this,  also 
what  flies  are  beat  there  for  white  and  brown 
trout.  Does  one  need  to  wade  ?  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation — Yours  truly,         John  Vahey. 

[My  correspondent  does  not  state  what  month. 
—Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  AMBLESIDE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  particulars  regarding 
the  fishing  from  Ambleside,  whether  shore  or  boat 
fishing  is  beat,  and  if  the  latter  to  whom  I  could 
apply  for  a  boat  and  what  is  the  usual  charge 
daily  or  weekly.  I  am  an  absolute  stranger  to  the 
district,  and  would  like  the  foregoing  information 
so  that  I  could  get  to  work  as  quickly  as  possible 
on  arrival.  Coarse  fishing  is  what  I  want  chiefly, 
but  I  intend  having  a  few  turns  with  the  Windermere 
trout  if  the  weather  will  only  be  favourable. — Yours 
truly,  J.  Cbowther. 

COARSE  FISHING  IN  MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — It  will  probably  interest  your  readers 
to  know  that  the  Newport  Angling  Association 
rents  the  Monmouthshire  Canal  between  Pontypool 
Road  and  Nantyderry.  The  water  contains  a  very 
good  head  of  roach  up  to  lib.,  and  the  rules  regarding 
the  fishing  are  few  and  simple.  The  size  limit  is  6in. 
The  legal  close  time  with  regard  to  the  coarse  fish 
and  that  fixed  by  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  Board  of  Con- 
servators as  to  trout  to  be  observed.  No  member 
to  fish  within  twelve  yards  of  another  without 
permission.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  send  full  particulars 
to  anyone  on  receipt  of  a  postcard  to  that  effect. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  the  insertion  of 
this  note. — Yours  truly, 

Albert  V.  Williams, 
Sec.  Newport  Angling  Asaociation. 
22,  Penllyn  Avenue, 

West  Park,  Newport,  Mon< 

FISHING  AT  CARLISLE. 

1.  Dear  Siy — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  would  kindly  inform  me  if  the 
holder  of  a  coarse  fish  licence  and  a  Is.  weekly 
trout  licence  is  entitled  to  fish  in  the  Eden,  Caldew, 
and  the  Petterill,  or  to  which  of  them  is  he  debarred. 
As  I  have  never  been  to  Carlisle  any  information  as 
to  the  fishing  will  be  gratefully  received  by  yours 
truly;  _  _  Holiday. 


FISHING  IN  LOCH  FYNE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  to  the  immediate  neii  _ 
bourhood  of  Loch  Fyne  for  the  grouse  shooting, 
and  would  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  can  advise  me  as  to  any  fishing  in  the 
district  around  Otter  Ferry.  I  am  told  there  is  a 
small  river  there,  but  I  would  like  to  know  if  any 
sea-trout  run  up,  etc.  The  loch  being  a  sea-water 
one  I  presume  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  in  it  with 
the  fly.  As  there  will  be  several  off  days  in  shooting 
one  has  to  look  round  for  some  other  sport. — Yoi 
truly,  Gbous: 


J 


FISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Crompton  will  find  all  inforn^,, 
tion  about  Ilfracombe  fishing  in  the  new  guido-booS 
published  by  Mr.  Wise,  of  Ilfracombe,  in  which  I' 
was  asked  to  write  the  short  fishing  article.  There 
are  no  sea-trout,  but  at  the  reservoirs  (about  two 
miles  off)  there  is  good  rainbow  and  brown  trouting. 
Sea-fishing  is  good  in  summer.  Bass,  mullet,, 
bream,  etc.  Nicholl  Barveary  or  his  brother  know  I 
the  haunts  of  the  bass,  and  are  careful  boatmen  and  I 
excellent  fishermen. — Yours  truly,  ' 

R.  W.  Vernon. 


A  SAMPLE  OF  NORFOLK  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  sample  of  Norfolk  fishing  to-day 
a  worthy  member  of  the  Norwich  Anghng  Club  with 
a  friend  (Mr.  W.  S.  Stockings  and  Mr.  Carman)  h. 
some  excellent  sport  on  the  River  Yare,  somewht 
"  beyond  Jordan."  Mr.  W.  S.  caught  four  bream,  | 
weighing  3|lb.,  41b.  5oz.,  4lb.,  4ilb.  Mr.  C.  caught 
six  bream,  weighing  4lb.,  31b.  14oz.,  31b.  13oz., 
41b.  3oz.,  41b.  12oz.,  31b.  lOoz.  This  is  worthy 
of  record.  The  Norwich  AngUng  Club  are  oil 
to-morrow  on  their  annual  match  at  Bucken- 
ham  Ferry.  I  doubt  whether  any  will  equal 
the  catch  of  July  25,  Mr.  Livingstone  and 
myself  are  off  on  July  28  to  Lough  Corrib,  via 
Westport  and  Clifden.  Will  report  if  any  sport.— 
Yours  trulj',  R.  G.  Smith. 

July  25. 

[Always  glad  to  hear  of  good  sport. — Ed.]  J 

VAGARIES  OF  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  relate  an  incident  that 
lately  took  place  in  Irish  waters  somewhat  similar 
to  Mr.  Chas.  L.  HaU's  interesting  experience  in 
catching  a  21b.  chub,  which  was  outwitted  by  a 
yellow  leaf  accidentally  covering  his  fly.  A  retired 
sergeant  of  the  R.I.  Constabulary  reports  having 
pulled  up  many  a  good  fish — pollack,  I  think— 
with  the  hook  artfully  concealed  in  a  lamp  wick. 
This  gallant  son  of  Erin  being  "  up  to  Dick,"  boastf 
of  fish  he  has  caught  in  the  Tay — how  he  done  th<- 
trick  with  a  cotton  wick  from  a  boat  in  ArdglasE 
Bay. 

It  is  well  known  that  pike  have  been  caught  with 
the  finger  of  a  white  kid  glove.  It  would  interest 
anglers  to  know  more  of  the  freaks  and  whims  of 
fish  whereby  their  biting  tastes  may  be  tickled  for 
the  bag  and  pot,  when  the  artistic  and  natural 
allurements  of  the  expert  Waltonian  fail  to  circum- 
vent them.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  can  add 
to  this  list  of  odd  allurements. — Yours  truly, 

Belfast.  J.  Dewab, 


TESTING  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  whether 
there  is  any  recognised  system  of  testing  the  sound- 
ness of  casts  and  fly  gut  by  weight  strain  ?  If  so, 
what  strain  should  gut  stand  to  safely  hold,  say,  a 
2lb.  trout  ? — Yours  truly,  T.  E.  M. 

Carlisle. 

[It  depends,  of  course,  on  the  thickness  and 
quaUty  ;  gut  which  will  not  lift  lib.  would  kill  a 
21b.  trout.  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  of  Manchester,  the 
great  expert,  may  be  able  to  answer  this  question 
more  satisfactorily.  I  personally  test  my  casts  by 
holding  the  cast  in  the  tightly-closed  left  hand  and 
pulling  it  through  with  the  right  ;  this  shows  up 
weak  gut  and  bad  knots,  and  straightens  the  cast. 
Of  course,  one  must  vary  the  pull  as  one  thinks  the 
gut  should  stand  it. — Ed.] 

GOOD  SPORT  WITH  THE  CHUB. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Hope  you  had  a  good  time 
at  the  tournament ;  should  have  hked  to  have  been 
there,  but  had  engaged  punt,  etc.,  at  Christchurch, 
King's  Arms  water.  We  got  some  good  fish,  but 
my  youngest  boy  that  was  with  me  got  four  or  five 
chub  over  41b.  each  (all  put  back),  and  one  of 
Gib.  7oz.  on  July  22.  We  left  a  few  big  ones  for  you. 
The  weeds  (out)  were  awful,  and  we  got  no  roach  of 
any  size. — Yours  truly,  E.  J.  Walker. 

Brighton. 

[I  should  hope  Mr.  Walker  is  having  that  grand 
61b.  7oz.  chub  set  up  ;  it  is  the  best  chub  I  have 
heard  of  for  a  long  time. — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  hdd  over.) 
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THE  TENTH  INTERNATIONAL  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING  TOURNAMENT, 

Held  in  the  Crystal  Palace  Grounds,  July  22  and  23,  1904. 


Mr.  J.  J.  IIahdy  Casting  with  Single-Hand  Fly  Rod. 

(P/ioto  by  J.  Rusiell  it  Sons.) 


Mb.  F.  G.  Shaw  Casting  with  Left  Arm  in  the  Ambidextrous  Competition. 
{I'liotu  by  J.  livssell  it-  Sons.) 


A  Gkoui'  op  Famous  Anglers. 

(/•/into  1)1)  J,  IhiKiell  ifc  SoM.) 


Some  of  the  Judges. 

Commencing  on  the  riHht-liand  side,  the  photos  are  of:  1,  Sir.  Baden-Powell,  K.C., 
who  kindly  assisted  the  Judges  ;  2,  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw,  holding  rod  ;  a,  Mr.  J.  Powles  West  ; 
4,  Timekeeper  ;  ."i,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  ;  6,  Mr.  J.  Pickup  ;  7,  Mr.  Andrew  Henry  ;  8  (Invisible) ; 
9,  Mr.  Graham  Clarke. 

(Photo  by  J.  Russell  <i  Soiis.) 


(For  full  report  see  the  Fishing  Gazette,  July  30,  1904.) 


THE    TENTH    INTERNATIONAL  FLY 


[Supplement  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  July  30,  1904. 

AND    BAIT    CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  Casting  from  the  Reel  in  the  Heavy  Bait 
Casting  Tournament. 

(Pliutn  bii  J.  Ilus-sell  d-  Soim.) 


Me.  E.  R.  Hewitt,  of  New  York,  Casting. 

(Plinto  In  ./.  liiisfelt  <(■  Soiix.) 


Mr.  L.  ilARDY  Watching  His  Line  Behind. 
{I'huto  by  J.  Ruudl  <t  Sana.) 


Mr.  J.  Bailey,  op  Nottingham,  Winding  in  after  a  Cast. 
{J'liiito  Inj  J.  /tubsi'll  <(•  Sons.) 


Me.  E.  J.  Mills,  of  New  York,  Salmon  Fly  Casting 
(Competition  A). 

(Photo  hij  J.  Russell  &  Sons.) 


Miss  R.  A.  Newham  (her  Father  on  the  Left,  and  Mr.  Hodder  Bass 

ON  THE  Right). 

{Photo  by  J.  Russell  <£•  Sons.) 


Supplement  to  the  Fishikq  Gazette,  Ju^y  30,  1904  ] 

THE    TENTH    INTERNATIONAL    FLY   AND    BAIT    CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 


Miss  Newiiam  in  Salmon  Fly  Casting  Competition  (pullinG;IN  line  with  Mk.  D.  C.  E.  Muir  in  the  Amateur  Salmon  Fly  Casting  Competition, 

left  hand  pbevious  to  the  backwabd  cast). 

{Photo  by  J.  Russell  it-  Som.) 

(Photo  by  J.  Uimdl  &  Sonx.) 


[Supplement  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  July  30,  190J. 

THE    TENTH    INTERNATIONAL    FLY   AND   BAIT    CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 


The  Nottingham  "  Coxxingekt  "  at  the  Cbvstai,  Palace  Touknament^  Two  Thames  Professionals,  Messes.  James  and  E.  Andrews. 

Commencing  on  the  right-hand  side,  the  pliotos  are  of  :  1,  Mr.  J.  Morris  :  2,  Mr.  .T.  Bailey :  (Photo  hii  permission  of  J.  Russell  &  Sons.) 
3,  Mr.  Harry  Spray ;  4,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallls ;  5,  Mr.  W.  P.  Woolly. 

(Plot)  bfi  peniiission  of  J.  Russell  &  Sons.) 


(For  full  report  see  the  Fishing  Gazette,  July  30,  1904.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR; 


Some  very  interesting  comments  and  criticisms 
on  the  late  Tournament  will  be  found  in  letters 
and  other  communications  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
this  week.  I  am  sorry  not  to  have  heard  from 
more  of  the  bait  casters  as  to  what  reels  they  cast 
with.  I  suggested  last  week  that  particulars  of 
those  not  given  should  be  sent.  I  was  a  judge  in 
some  of  the  bait  casting  competitions  with  Mr. 
Geen,  but  we  could  not  see,  fifty  yards  down 
the  ground,  what  reels  were  being  used,  whether 
ordinary  Nottingham  or  "Aerial,"  or  what.  If 
records  were  made  or  prizes  won  with  the  "Aerial,'' 
for  instance,  I  should  be  glad  to  mention  it.  One 
thing  we  must  remember  to  do  another  time  is  to 
have  a  rope  fixed  to  two  posts  and  running  through 
two  rings  on  the  judges'  boat,  so  that  they  can 
quickly  and  easily  anchor  opposite  the  spot  where 
the  fly  falls,  and  move  nearer  to  or  away  from  the 
caster  according  a.s  he  gets  out  line.  It  is  most 
difficult  with  even  an  accomplished  oarsman  to 
keep  the  boat  just  right  always,  especially  in  a 
breeze,  by  rowing. 


Mr.  Calderwood's  Salmon  Report, 

Although  salmon  problems  still  abound,  it  is 
certain  good  work  in  the  direction  of  solving  some 
of  them  is  being  done.  In  an  appendix  to  the 
twenty-second  annual  report  of  the  Fishery  Board 
for  Scotland,  from  which  I  give  some  very  interest- 
ing extracts  on  another  page,  Mr.  W.  L.  Calder- 
wood  gives  a  most  interesting  "  Diagram  suggesting 
the  Serial  Migrations  and  Growth  of  the  Tay 
Sahnon.'"  It  would  appear  from  this  diagram  and 
the  information  supplied  with  it,  that  it  is  "  possi- 
ble to  estimate  what  may  represent  approximately 
the  life  of  some  portion  of  the  Tay  salmon.''  As 
Mr.  Galderwood  points  out,  there  is  without  doubt 
great  variation  in  the  habits  of  fish  even  of  one 
river,  "two  kelts  entering  the  sea  at  the  same  time 
may  return  at  very  different  times,  and  this  taking 
place  at  any  period  in  the  lives  of  such  fish,  will 
most  materially  alter  the  whole  of  the  subsequent 
history  of  eack'i   The  question  of  sex  seems  also 


to  be  a  disturbing  element  in  endeavouring  to  get 
approximately  at  the  age  of  fish. 

"Double  Migration'--  or  "Duality  of 
Migration'-'  of  Salmon. 
"We  have  already  seen  that  one  grilse  kelt  may 
return  to  the  river  a  clean  salmon  in  a  few  months, 
while  another  may  remain  in  the  sea  all  summer  and 
winter,  and  return  to  the  river  a  clean  spring  fish 
twice  the  weight  of  the  first.  This  so-called  '  Double 
iligration,'  or  'Duality  Migration,'  seems  to  exist 
throughout  the  life  of  the  salmon,  but  up  to  the 
present  we  do  not  know  if  a  fish,  having,  as  it  were, 
embarked  upon  the  habit  of  short  migration,  con- 
tinues this  habit  through  life,  while  another  in  like 
manner  adopts  the  long  migration  habit,  or  whether 
short  and  long  migrations  may  be  alternated,  or, 
indeed,  whether  any  particular  system  or  regularity 
of  habit  in  this  matter  exists,  although  we  have  in 
fish  No.  7298  an  indication  that  a  fish  may  possibly 
spawn  in  three  consecutive  seasons.'-' 

A  Problematical  Matter; 

It  will  be  seen  what  a  problematical  matter  it  all 
is;  but  Mr.  Galderwood  gives  several  instances  of 
marked  and  recaptured  fish  which  undoubtedly 
seem  to  bear  out  the  view  that  some  fish  remain  in 
the  sea  a  comparatively  short  time  and  others  a 
comparatively  long  time.  As  an  example  of  the 
short  migration  No.  9402,  a  female  kelt  grilse  of 
4lb.,  25in.  in  length,  was  caught  on  Feb.  5,  1903,  at 
Logierat,  Upper  Tay ;  the  same  fish  was  caught  on 
July  31  of  the  same  year  at  Flookie  Netting  Station 
and  was  then  a  clean  salmon -vieighiQg  lO^lb.,  length 
30in.,  so  that  in  leas  than  five  months  it  had  more 
than  doubled  its  weight  (a  proof  of  the  way  salmon 
feed  and  put  on  flesh  in  the  sea,  whereas  in  fresh 
water  they  always  decrease  in  weight). 

As .  an  instance  of  the  long  migration  ( "  more 


THE    "HAEDY   EOD "  COMPETI- 
TION AT  THE  CEYSTAL 
PALACE,  JULY  28. 


The  competition  for  the  handsome  silver  cups 
and  other  prizes  offered  by  Messrs.  Hardy  proved 
to  be  a  most  interesting  affair.  We  are  not  at  all 
sure  that  if  Messrs.  Hardy  wished  to  establish 
new  records  it  was  wise  of  them  to  give  the  com- 
petitors and  other  visitors,  or  as  many  of  them  as 
were  able  to  accept  the  invitation,  a  sumptuous 
luncheon  just  beforehand.  Anyway,  the  luncheon 
was  greatly  appreciated.  Mr.  J.  H.  Cozens,  the 
secretary  and  acting  manager  of  the  Crystal  Palace 
Sports  and  Games  Exhibition,  proposed  the  loyal 
toasts,  and  then  referred  to  the  various  tourna- 
ments that  had  been  held  in  connection  with  the 
Sports  Exhibition,  which  had  proved  most  in- 
structive as  well  as  interesting;  He  was  glad  to 
congratulate  anglers  on  having  been  successful  in 
defeating  the  American  visitors.  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw 
asked  the  company  to  drink  success  to  Messrs. 
Hardy's  Tournament,  and  Mr;  Marston  responded 
for  the  Press,  The  following  is  a  record  of  the 
results : — 

FIRST  SERIES. 

Competition  I. 

Salmon  Fly  Casting; 

Judges — Mr.  C.  H.-  Wheeley  and  Mr.  S.  Thomas. 

Timekeeper— Mi.  W.  E;  F.  Prideaux.' 

Cnmnptitor  Distance  in.Yards        Aggregate  of 

Oompetitor.  j-^g^  3,,^^.^^  g^^^  ^asts, 

1st,  D;  E.  C.  Muir   41-1    40      40       121yd.  1ft. 

2nd,  H.  W;  Little   39       41       39  119yd, 

3rd,  E.G.  Shaw     35       35-1    35-1    105yd.  2ft, 

Eight  others  competed,  and  eleven  entries. 


Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw.  Mb.  L.  Hakdt. 

Me.  J.  J.  Haedy. 

(I'liiito  by  J.  JiiisseU  it  Sons.) 


frequent  migration"-  and  "less  frequent  migration" 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  better  expressions)  may  be 
noted  No.  8329,  a  101b.  33in.  female  kelt  caught  at 
Tummel,  March  7,  1902,  was  recaptured  Feb.  16, 
1903,  as  a  clean  salmon  at  Wesfcshot,  Stanley.  It 
would  appear  from  this  that  some  salmon  stop  only 
five  months  in  salt  water  and  others  more  than 
twice  as  long.  It  seems  out  of  the  question  to 
suppose  that  No.  8329  also  came  in  about  five 
months  after  being  marked,  escaped  capture,  went 
to  sea  and  returned  again  five  or  six  months  later, 

R.  B.  Marston. 


TO  MISS  11.  A.  NEWHAJkl, 

Orion  knelt  before  the  bended  bow 
Of  pale  Diana  on  the  greening  sod, 

So  anglers  kneel  before  thy  wondrous  throw. 
Thou  ambidextrous  maiden  of  the  rod, 

Harrogate,  August  1.  — F.  W.  Dj 


Gompetition  II. 

Trout  Fly  Casting; 

Rod  not  to  exceed  lift;  6in.j  and  IJoz;  per  foot. 

Judges-^M.T.'  G.  H.'  Wheeley  and  Mr.  S.  Thomas. 

Timekeeper — Mr,  W;  E.  F,;  Prideaux. 

„        ...  Distance  in  Yards        Aggregate  of 

t-ompetitor.  ^^^j  ^^^^  ^^^^^  g^^^  (.^^^ 

1st,  J.  H.  Lawrence  33       34      33  100yd. 

2nd.  F.  G<  Shaw     30-1    32      32        94yd.  1ft,- 

3rd,  D.  E.  C.  Muir  30      30-2   30-1  91yd- 

Eleven  others  competed,  and  seventeen  entries. 


Competition  IIL 

Trout  Fly  Casting; 

Rod  not  to  exceed  5|ozj  in  weight;  no  length 
limit. 

Judge3-~Mri  J;  J;  Hardy  and  Mr.  S;  Thomas^ 
Timekeeper— Mii  Wj  E;  F,  Prideaux,' 

[2] 
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Mb.  J.  II.  Lawbence  (Jabtino  34vd.  with  Hardy's  11ft.  Gin,  Fly  Eod.  Mk.  L.  Hardy  Casting  27yd.  with  3oh.  14dk.  Rod. 

{Photo  ly  J,  Ruaaell  it-  Sons.)  (Photo  by  J  Russell  <t-  Sons.) 
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A.  NEwuA^t  Casting  35yd.  2ft.  with  IGft.  2in.  Hardy 
(Jane-built  Steel  Centbe  Rod. 
(Photo  by  J.  Kussell  cfc  Sons.) 


,.       ...  Distance  in  Yards       Aggregate  of 

l-t,.j.H.  Lawrence  31-1    31-2    31  94yd. 
2nd,  F.  G.  Shaw     28       28-2   28       84yd.  2ft. 
3rd,  D.  E.  C.  Muir  28-2   26      27-2    82yd.  1ft. 

Eleven  others  competed,  and  eighteen  entries, 


SECOND  SERIES. 

Competition  IV. 

Double-handed  Bait  Casting  from  the  Reel 
WITH  loz.;  Baits. 

Jvdges — Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  Mr.  S.  Thomas. 
Timekeeper — Mr.  W.  E.  F.  Prideaux. 

romr.ptib,r  "'"''^  Distance 

I  ompetitoi .  Deducted. 

Ist,  H.  W.  Little  151  150  150 

2nd,  C.  H.  Wheeley  132  131  138 

3rd,  R.  Wellman  110  98  96 

4th,  R.  Malkonaon  91  105  107 

Mr.  H.  W.  Little  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  used  a 
"Silex"  reel;  Mr.  R.  Wellman  and  Mr.  R.  Mal- 
konaon used  a  Nottingham  reel. 

Five  others  competed,  and  eleven  entries. 


Aggregate  of 
Three  Best  Casts 

451ft. 
401ft. 
304ft. 
303ft. 


Competition  V. 

.Single-handed  Bait  Casting  from  the  Reel 
WITH  ioz.  Baits. 

.  Judges-  yiT.  R.  B.  Marston  and  Mr.  S.  Thomas. 
Timekeeper — Mr,  W.  E.  F.  Prideaux. 

(V.mrij-tit.ci'  Feet,  with  Distance       Aggregate  of 

uompeuu.r.  from 'lape  Deducted.    Three  Best fast.s. 

Ist,  C.  H.  Wheeley  114  117  115  346ft. 
2nd,  H.  W.  Little  110  115  120  345ft. 
3rd,  J.  R.  Scott    (only  entered  to  make  three). 

One  other  competed,  and  eight  entries, 

Taken  out  by  L.  Hardy, 
Checksd  by  P.  Alison. 

(Signed)      John  James  Hardy. 

The  competitions  again  showed  what  good  work 
can  be  done  bv  m'jans  of  the  latest  "Silex"-  reel ; 
but  the  chief  feature  of  the  affair  was  the  appear- 
ance of  Mr,  J,  H,  Lawrence,  a  Medway  fly  fisher, 


from  Tonbridge,  who  carried  o£E  the  first  prizes  in 
the  trout  fly  casting  competitions. 

In  some  part  of  our  edition  last  week  Mr. 
Lawrence  Hardy's  name  was  given  as  the  winner, 
which  was,  of  course,  a  mistake,  as  neither  he  nor 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  competed.  Mr.  Lawrence  kept 
his  line  up  splendidly  behind,  and  up  to  twenty- 
eight  yards  he  made  false  casts  in  the  air,  as  in 
dry  fly  fishing ;  in  fact,  even  his  longest  casts  were 
done  so  easily  and  gracefully  that  it  was  a  real 
pleasure  to  watch  them.    He  probably  could  have 


done  even  better,  but  when  well  set  found  all  the 
line  on  the  reel  used  up,  and  when  more  was  added 
the  knot  of  course  interfered  with  shooting  the 
line.  Mr;  Lawrence  used  a  Hardy  rod  which  he 
had  never  seen  before,  and  Mr.  Marston  suggested 
to  Mr.  J.  J.  H.  that  he  should  keep  this  rod  as  a 
model  for  action,  both  in  the  same  weight  and  in 
lighter  weights.  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  self-taught  fly 
caster,  with  a  style  of  his  own,  and  a  wonderfully 
good  one. 

After  the  tournament,  Mr.  J.J.  Hardy,  in  thanking 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Marston  for  presenting  the  prizes,  said 
a  few  words  about  the  good  effect  of  these  tourna- 
ments in  improving  angling  rods,  reels,  and 
tackle,  and  also  referred  to  his  readiness  to  join  a 
team  of  anglers  to  go  to  the  United  States  to 
compete  in  a  fly  and  bait  casting  tournament,  and 
he  thought  they  would  be  able  to  hold  their  own. 

The  ten-guinea  cups  given  by  Messrs.  Hardy 
were  greatly  admired,  and  the  fortunate  winners 
congratulated. 


THE  LIGHT  EOD  AND  THE 
TOUKNAMENT. 

The  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  which 
was  held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  July  22  and  23,  though  not  satisfactory 
from  every  point  of  view,  is  yet  of  value  as  affording 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  to  the  test  of  practical 
experience  the  conflicting  theories  which  have  been 
ventilated  in  the  columns  of  the  angling  Press  on 
the  value  of  the  light  rod  in  modern  angUng.  Already 
there  have  appeared  in  the  Press  notes  of  jubilation 
on  the  part  of  the  supporters  of  the  EngUsh  makers 
at  the  success  of  their  champions.  No  one  grudges 
the  winners  their  legitimate  triumph,  but  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  present  paper  to  examine  in  the  Ught 
of  the  printed  returns  the  true  and  legitimate  extent 
of  that  triumph  and  to  test  whether  it  is  as  great  as 
would  at  the  first  blush  appear; 

Let  us  first  extract  briefly  the  results  attained 
by  the  champions  of  either  side  and  the  persons  by 
whom  and  the  weapons  with  which  these  results 
were  attained. 

First  in  contest  A.  salmon  fly  casting,  professional, 
we  have  (1)  J.  Enright,  49  yards,  18ft.  greenheart, 
43ioz. ;  (2)  J.  J.  Hardy,  44  yards,  17ft.  11  Jin. 
Hardy  split-cane  steel  centre,  52oz.  ;  (3)  E.  J.  Mills 
(New  York),  37  J  yards,  18ft.  Leonard  spUt-cane,  32oz. 

In  the  next  class — namely,  B,  salmon  fly  casting 
for  amateurs — I  extract  only  such  casts  as  exceeded 
the  American's  record  of  37^^  yards: — (1)  D.  C.  E. 
Muir,  41  yards,  18ft.  Enright  greenheart,  475OZ.  ; 
(2)  H.  W.  Little,  40  yards,  17ft.  5Jin.  Hardy  steel 
centre  spUt-cane,  45|oz.  ;  (3)  F.  G.'Shaw,  38  yards, 
18ft.  Hardy  steel  centre,  4'750z. 


J.  J,  IJahijv  WiNNiNi.  iiii;  Ticout  Fia'  Casting  in  Co.mi'kthton  C  on  July  22. 
{Kodak  hy  E.  W.  Manton,hy  permission  of  J.  Rvtsell  &  Som.) 
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At  this  point  let  us  pause  to  note  that  though 
Mr.  E.  J.  Mils  has  been  represented  in  these  columns 
as  having  travelled  3000  miles  to  take  part  in  these 
contests,  that  is  far  from  being  the  case.  He  is  a 
sUght,  delicate  young  man,  not  long  from  school, 
who  came  to  England  a  few  weeks  back  to  recruit 
his  health  from  a  severe  overstrain,  and  is  still  far 
from  well,  and  prior  to  Wednesday,  July  20,  he  had 
never  made  a  cast  with  a  salmon  rod  in  his  life.  On 
that  day,  in  practice  with  his  32oz.  Leonard  1 8ft.  spht- 
cane,  he  cast  4,5  yards  on  running  water.  It  is 
hardly  surprising  that  under  the  critical  eyes  of  so 
many  experts  he  did  not  achieve  as  much  as  he  did 
in  private,  but  the  only  competitors  who  greatly 
exceeded  his  record  were  Mr.  J.  Enright  and  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy,  both  men  of  exceptional  physical 
development,  and  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  the  rods 
which  they  used  were  from  |lb.  to  lib.  heavier  than 
his.  Not  so  bad  a  record  for  the  lighter  weapon. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  see  what  casting  Mr. 
Enright  and  Mr.  Hardy  could  make  with  Mr.  Mills' 
weapon  if  they  fully  extended  themselves. 

We  now  come  to  the  trout  rod  results.  In  this 
we  find  the  same  competitors  again  to  the  fore  in 
competition  C.  Trout  fly  casting,  professional. 
Rods  limited  to  lift.  6in.  : — (1)  J.  Enright,  34  yards 
two  feet,  lift.  7in.  Enright  greenheart,  ll|oz.  ; 
(2)  J.  J.  Hardy,  34  yards,  lift.  6in.  Hardy  steel 
centre,  12oz.  ;  (3)  L.  Hardy,  30  yards,  lift.  6in. 
Hardy  steel  centre,  12oz. ;  (4)  E.  J.  Mills,  29  yards, 
10ft.  6in.  Leonard  spUt-cane,  8oz. 

In  this  competition  one  cannot  refrain  from  a 
word  of  sympathy  for  Mr.  Enright  for  his  dis- 
qualification. The  extra  inch  upon  his  rod  was  all 
ferrule  at  the  butt,  and  no  single  judge  or  member  of 
the  committee  had  the  least  doubt  that  he  would 
have  cast  as  far  without  it  as  with  it.  It  added 
nothing  to  the  casting  efficiency  of  the  rod. 

In  this  contest  again  we  have  the  victory  of  sheer 
strength.  It  stands  to  reason  that  on  general 
principles,  given  sufficient  strength  to  weld  it,  a 
longer  rod  will  get  out  a  longer  line  than  a  shorter 
one.  But  no  one  except  a  very  strong  man  has 
the  physical  power  to  make  the  most  with  one  hand 
of  an  lift.  6in.  rod.  Messrs.  Enright  and  J..  J. 
Hardy  and  Mr.  L.  Hardy  have  all  the  necessary 
strength  to  wield  the  longer  rod,  and  the  advantage 
over  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  of  a  foot  of  length.  Yet  Mr.  L. 
Hardy  only  exceeded  Mr.  Mills'  cast  by  one  yard. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  competition  M  for  amateurs 
under  similar  conditions.  Here  we  find  only  one 
single  competitor,  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw  (also  a  powerful 
man,  who,  moreover,  supported  his  wrist  with  a 
medical  rubber  bandage),  achieving  more  with  his 
rod  than  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills'  29  yards.  The  best  cast 
was  30yd.  2ft.  with  a  10ft.  9in.,  lloz..  Hardy  split- 
cane.  Close  behind  him,  with  28yd.  2ft.,  we  find 
Mr.  Hewitt,  of  New  York,  cast  with  a  ^\oz.  lift, 
spht-cane  of  Mr.  Mills'  manufacture.  Among  the 
rods  which  competed  were  two  lift.  6in.,  13oz., 
Foster  steel-ribbed  split  cane,  which  also  achieved 
28yd.  2ft  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Muir,  and  28yd.  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Prince,  a  10ft.  6in.,  12^oz.,  Eaton  & 
Deller  greenheart,  a  10ft.  6in.,  ll|oz..  Hardy  split- 
cane  with  steel  centre,  a  10ft.  4in. ,  9ioz.,  Hardy  split- 
cane,  an  lift.,  lljoz..  Hardy  split-cane — aU  rods  of 
redoubtable  power  and  weight.  But  in  this  com' 
petition  the  most  notable  result  must  be  credited  to 
the  sohtary  lady  competitor.  Miss  R.  A.  Newham, 
who  covered  25  yards  with  a  5|oz.  Hardy  spht-cane 
of  9ft.  3in.,  and  did  it  in  a  style  which  for  cleanness 
and  neatness  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 

In  the  ambidextrous  class,  open  to  all  comers, 
many  of  the  same  competitors  reappeared.  Miss 
Newham  again  stretched  25  yards  with  her  right 
hand  and  covered  21yd.  2ft.  with  her  left.  The 
principal  results  were  as  follows: — (1)  L.  Hardy, 
31  yards  (right  hand),  25  yards  1  foot  (left  hand), 
10ft.  9in.  Hardy  spht-cane,  lloz. ;  (2)  F.  G. 
Shaw,  30  yards  (right  hand),  25  yards  (left  hand) ; 
(3)  D.  C.  E.  Muir,  27  yards  (right  hand),  28  yards 
(left  hand),  lift.  6in.  Foster  steel-ribbed  spht-cane, 
13oz.  ;  (4)  E.  J.  Mills,  29  yards  (right  hand),  24 
yards  (left  hand),  10ft.  6in.  Leonard  spUt-cane,  8}oz. 

Here  again  the  light  rod  did  not  show  so  badly 
against  the  heavier  weapon.  Mr.  Muir  owed  his 
third  place  to  his  equal  abihty  with  both  hands. 
Mr.  Shaw  only  cast  one  yard  more  with  his  right 
than  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  in  spite  of  his  superior  strength. 
Young  Mr.  L.  Hardy  alone  compares  on  even  terms 
with  the  hght  rod  performer,  and  he  is  as  hard  as 
nails. 

In  competition  0,  hght  rod  trout  fly  casting,  all 
comers,  rod  limited  to  5Joz.,  we  again  have  the 
strong  man  to  the  front :— (1)  J.  J.  Hardy,  29  yards, 


9ft.  6in.  Hardy  split-cane,  5|oz. ;  (2)  F.  G.  Shaw, 
29  yards,  9ft.  7in.  Hardy  spUt  eane,  5|oz.  ;  (3)  E.  J. 
Mills  (New  York),  28^  yards,  10ft.  Leonard  spUt- 
cane,  5|oz.  ;  (4)  E.  R.  Hewitt  (New  York),  27  yards, 
10ft.  Leonard  spht-cane,  5Joz. 

Miss  Newham  repeated  her  25- yard  cast  with  the 
same  weapon  as  in  former  contests,  and  Mr.  D.  M. 
Roberts,  with  a  4/,oz.  rod  of  9ft.  covered  24  yards. 
None  of  the  other  competitors  came  quite  up  to 
these.  Again  it  was  a  victory  to  strength.  Neither 
Mr.  Mills  nor  Mr.  Hewitt  are  anything  Uke  equal  to 
Mr.  Hardy  or  Mr.  Shaw  in  that  particular.  Then 
the  Leonard  rods  had  solid  metal  reel  seats,  and 
were  stock  rods  sold  for  fishing  as  well  as  casting, 
while  the  other  winning  rods  were  provided  with  a 
tiny  metal  shp  to  catch  the  reel,  besides  the  shding 
ring,  and  the  extra  weight  went  into  the  casting 
part— namely,  if  I  may  judge  by  one  which  I 
handled,  into  the  top.  They  had  only  one  ferrule 
instead  of  two,  being  in  two  pieces  only,  and  I  hope 
I  am  not  unfair  in  saying  that  they  struck  me  as 
being  rods  built  expressly  with  a  view  to  this  contest 
and  not  such  as  one  would  ever  pick  to  fish  with. 

Of  his  own  rod,  I  am  credibly  informed  that  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy  said  he  would  rather  fish  with  his  14oz. 
rod  any  day,  and  I  can  well  beheve  it.  The  Leonard 
rods  one  could  fish  with  all  day  without  the 
least  fatigue.  I  am  therefore  driven  to  the  con- 
clusion that  though  the  English  manufacturer  has 
made  immense  progress  in  the  Ught  rod  direction 
since  the  initiation  of  the  Ught  rod  controversy,  he 
has  not  yet  achieved  the  success  of  building  a  first- 
rate  light  rod  which  is  at  once  a  fishing  rod  and  the 
equal  of  the  Americans'  light  rods  in  casting  power, 
foot  for  foot  and  ounce  for  ounce. 

At  the  same  time  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
trivial  difference  between  the  best  results  achieved 
by  the  champions  with  heavy  rod  and  hght  rod 
respectively. 

Mr.  Shaw  makes  30yd.  2ft.  with  a  10ft.  9in.,  lloz.. 
Hardy  spht-cane,  and  29  yards  with  a  9ft.  7in. 
Hardy  spUt-cane  of  5|oz. 

I  hope  I  have  made  it  clear  that  on  an  examination 
of  the  facts  the  victory  of  the  Enghsh  made  article 
is  more  apparent  than  real,  and  that  the  Enghsh 
manufacturer  will  not  for  a  moment  relax  his 
efforts  to  regain  the  supremacy  which  was  once  his. 

Mr.  Hodder  Bass  used  a  very  nice  9ft.  11  in.  spht- 
cane  of  5|oz.  by  Allcock,  which  shows  that  that  firm 
is  travelhng  in  the  right  direction.  In  a  later 
competition  for  accuracy,  Mr.  A.  C.  Kent  cast  with 
a  very  charming  spht-cane  of  7oz.  by  Messrs.  Ogden 
&  Scotford,  which,  though  shghtly  deficient  in 
power,  was  dehghtf ul  in  action,  and  cast  a  beautifuUy 
clean  fine.  On  the  whole,  the  movement  in  favour 
of  the  hght  rod  has  made  commendable  progress, 
and  I  hope  that  weapon  has  come  to  stay. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  the  tournament,  I 
should  hke  to  say  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
contests  were  not  fishing  at  all.  In  future  contests 
I  hope  that,  at  whatever  sacrifice  of  records,  the 
judges  will  be  instructed  to  disallow  every  cast  which 
strikes  the  water  or  platform  behind  the  caster,  and 
that  coihng  the  reel  line  on  the  platform  also  be 
disallowed.  Neither  one  nor  the  other  is  practicable 
in  genuine  fishing.  In  future  contests  more  time 
ought  to  be  provided  and  thoroughly  sporting 
events,  and  more  of  them,  be  insisted  on. 

Val  Conson. 


NOTES  ON  THE  TOUENAMENT. 
By  One  of  the  Competitors. 

Someone  once  said,  probably  in  anger  or  keen 
disappointment,  that  "  comparisons  are  odious." 
and  the  phrase,  being  a  nicely-rounded  one  and  very 
easy  to  remember,  has  "  stuck."  There  are  times, 
however,  when  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  future 
reference  to  compare  the  results  of  events  presently 
passing  with  those  of  a  similar  character  in  the  years 
gone  by. 

It  is  now  eight  years  since  anglers  from  various 
parts  of  the  world,  met  in  this  country  in  friendly 
competition  in  fly  and  bait  casting,  and  it  is  par- 
ticularly interesting  to  note  what  improvements  or 
variations  in  the  style  and  character  of  the  casting, 
as  well  as  in  the  tackle  used,  have  been  made  during 
that  period.  And  at  this  juncture  it  must  at  once 
be  said  that  so  far  as  improvement  is  concerned — 
either  in  style  of  casting,  tackle,  or  results — the 
tournament  of  1904  is  decidedly  disappointing,  but 
disappointing  in  this  respect  only,  for,  looked  at 
from  every  other  point  of  view,  it  has  been  far  and 


away]  the  most  successful  and  interesting  of  the 
scries. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  these  periodical 
contests  must  necessarily  tend  towards  perfection  ' 
in  tackle  and  style — a  point  we  are  very  far  from  ui 
present. 

We  have  prided  ourselves  upon  the  lovely  rods  I 
both  for  fly  and  bait  casting,  and  beheved — at  least  | 
some  of  our  manufacturers  beheved — that  we  had 
reached  the  very  highest  point  possible — when  sud- 
denly the  Americans  swoop  down  upon  us,  and  prove 
beyond  all  dispute  that  our  rods  are  as  far  removed 
from  practical  perfection  Us  the  old  pike  of  the 
Ironsides  is  from  the  pennoned  lance  of  a  crack 
cavalry  regiment,  and  in  a  very  few  years  the  fly- 
rod  of  to-day  will  have  given  way  to  the  hghter 
and  shorter  rods  of  the  American  type. 

Rumours  had  reached  this  country  of  the  won- 
derful distances  cast  with  these  very  hght  rods  in 
the  Chicago  and  Madison-square  Tournaments,  and 
it  is  certain  that  many  of  our  English  experts  felt 
very  anxious  as  to  whether  they  would  be  able  to 
hold  their  own  in  actual  competition — as  the  result 
proved  they  have  done  so;  but  it  is  only  fair  to 
point  out  that  the  Americans  were  not  fully  repre- 
sented, and  if  it  were  possible  for  an  equal  number 
of  experts  from  both  countries  to  try  conclusions  in 
trout  fly  casting  it  would  be  very  interesting,  but 
the  result  would  be  a  big  win  for  the  featherweight 
rods.  That  a  light  rod  can  do  all  the  work  necessary 
was  amply  demonstrated  by  Miss  R.  A.  Newham, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  aU  of  whom 
used  very  hght  rods.  In  the  salmon  fly  casting 
only  one  American  rod  (a  "Leonard"')  contested; 
In  this  event  the  exhibition  of  casting  was  dis- 
appointing, for  although  Mr.  J.  Enright  made  some 
fine  casts  under  trying  circumstances,  they  were 
considerably  discounted  by  the  fact  that  a  young 
lady  competitor — a  child  almost — came  within 
measurable  distance  of  his  aggregate,  a  very  fine 
performance.  Had  it  been  possible  to  have  framed 
a  handicap  of  this  event  and  given  this  intrepid 
young  lady  a  fair  allowance  of  points,  as  would 
happen  in  other  sports,  the  result  might  have  been 
different.  Her  style  of  casting  was  exceedingly 
graceful,  and  very  rarely  did  her  fly  touch  the 
water  behind  her;  indeed,  it  may  be  safely  said 
that  her  exhibition  was  nearer  to  practical "  fishing  'i 
casting  than  any  other  competitor. 

In  the  Bait  Casting  many  of  the  competitors  in 
previous  toiunaments  met  again,  and  with  very 
similar  results.  The  same  rods  that  were  used  in 
both  the  previous  tournaments  being  again  in  evi- 
dence, and  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  improvement 
was  to  be  seen  either  in  rods  or  tackle.  Exception 
might  perhaps  be  made  in  regard  to  the  rod  Mr. 
Emery  was  using — a  Hardy  steel-centre  ' '  Murdoch.  " 
This  was  a  magnificent  specimen  of  the  rod-builder'8 
art ;  it  was  fitted  with  agate  rings,  weighed  29  oz., 
and  measured  12ft.  3in.,  an  ideal  rod  for  salmon 
and  pike  spiniling  in  river  or  lake. 

Of  the  casting,  so  far  as  regards  accuracy,  perhaps 
the  least  said  the  better.  The  outer  boundary- 
lines  of  the  court  were  28  yards  apart  at  50  yards 
distance  from  the  casting  base  ;  and  it  is  sad  to  say 
that  most  of  the  casts  were  nearer  the  outer  hues 
than  the  central  tape,  while  some  of  the  com- 
petitors evidently  imagined  fish  hved  in  trees,  and 
gave  a  dehghtfuUy  graceful  exhibition  of  how  to 
place  a  bait  exactly  in  their  leafy  home.  There  were 
fortunately  some  notable  exceptions,  and  the 
accurate  and  exceedingly  pretty  casting  of  Messrs. 
E.  J.  MiUs,  R.  W.  WeUman,  R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe,  C.  F. 
Winter,  and  J.  Bailey  was  very  generally  and 
deservedly  admired. 

In  the  class  for  special  Ught  bait-casting,  in  which 
a  |oz.  bait  was  cast  with  one  hand,  some  very  pretty 
work  was  done,  especiaUy  by  E.  J.  Mills,  who  very 
fully  demonstrated  that  a  spinning  bait,  such  as  a 
Devon  Minnow  or  Phantom,  could  be  cast  with  a  rod 
as  hght  and  phable  as  a  fly  rod ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  we  shall  see  salmon  and  trout  anglers, 
who  spin  for  these  fish,  using  a  very  different  rod 
than  those  generally  used  hitherto,  and  if  the 
Tournament  of  1 904  has  served  no  other  purpose 
than  showing  that  we  have  been  using  unnecessarily 
heavy  rods,  and  working  far  too  hard  in  pursuit  oi 
sport,  it  will  not  have  been  held  in  vain. 

Perhaps  the  prettiest  exhibition  of  casting  of  aD 
was  that  of  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Walhs  in  the  Float  Casting 
class.  This  was  reaUy  marvellous,  and  was  an  eye- 
opener  to  even  those  Experts  who  fancied  that 
they  could  manipulate  the  tricky  Nottingham 
reel  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  Mr:  Wallis's  cast  of  79ft,  is  the  record  fw 


I    August  6,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


07 


I  amateurs  in  float  casting,  and  his  fellow  townsman 
J.  Morris's  (professional)  cast  of  Soft,  is  a  world's 
record,  f o  r  any  style  and  all  comers. 

The  Sea  Rod  competition  was  robbed  of  its  interest 
by  the  conditions  imposed  at  the  last  moment, 
and  several  of  the  entries  were  withdrawn  in  conse- 
quence, to  the  keen  disappointment  of  many  who 
had  journeyed  a  long  distance  to  witness  it. 

Taken  as  a  whole  the  Tournament  was  a  success, 
but  the  improvements  in  many  directions  expected 
were  not  in  evidence,  and  the  general  opinion 
expressed,  was,  that  instead  of  several  years  inter- 
vening between  one  Tournament  and  the  next, 
it  should  be  an  annual  event. 


THE    SALMON  FISHERIES 
OF  SCOTLAND. 


EXTRAOTS  FROM  MR.  CALDERWOOD'S 
REPORT, 


FlSHEKY  BOABD  FOR  ScOTLAMDv 

March  8,  1904. 
Eaely  in  March,  1903,  a  communication  was 
addressed  by  the  Under  Secretary  for  Scotland  to 
the  clerks  of  the  district  fishery  boards  of  Scotland, 
in  which  attention  was  called  to  the  report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  salmon  fisheries,  and  more 
especially  to  the  passages  which  deal  with  the 
Commissioners'  recommendations  with  regard  to 
the  limitation  of  netting  in  narrow  waters;  Mr. 
Calderwood  soimded  the  various  boards  at  meet- 
ings, etc.,  and  adds:  "I  reported  the  result  of 
those  meetings  at  considerable  length  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  dealing  with  existing 
conditions  and  the  resolutions  arrived  at  by  the 
various  boards.  Cbndensed  into  tabular  form  the 
result  may  be  represented  thus  :  — 


Wise  and  Unwise  Scotch  Fishery  Boards. 


[  Favourable  to 
,  Limitation  of 

Netting  in 
Narrow  Waters. 

Unable  to  Ex- 
press Opinion 
or  take  Action. 

Against 
Limitation  of 
Netting. 

1.  Tweed. 

12.  Tay. 

18.  North  Esk. 

2.  Forth. 

13.  South  Esk. 

3.  Dee  (Aber- 

14. Deveron. 

deenshire). 

15.  Ness. 

4.  Don. 

16.  Conon. 

5.  Spey. 

17.  Dee  (Sol- 

6,  Findhom. 

way). 

7.  Kyle  o£ 

Sutherland. 

8.  Awe. 

9.  Cree. 

1- 

10.  Nith. 

11.  Annan. 

1 

"  In  the  case  of  boards  favourable  to  the  limita- 
tion of  netting  in  narrow  waters,  I  may  mention 
that  in  the  river  Annan  all  netting  has  already 
been  removed ;  and  that  since  the  date  of  my 
meeting  with  the  Spey  Board,  the  nets  of  the  Spey 
have  been  removed  —  after  agreement  respecting 
compensation — as  far  down  as  the  Cumberland  Ford 
below  the  road  bridge  at  Fochabers,  thus  leaving 
<mly  about  three  miles  of  netted  water.  With 
regard  to  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  here  to  refer  to  the  well-known  operations 
of  the  Dee  Angling  Improvement  Association  in 
removing,  by  means  of  voluntary  subscription,  the 
nets  of  that  river  from  Banchory  downwards,  for 
folly  sixteen  miles,  almost  to  Aberdeen.  The 
resolution  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board  was,  however, 
1  interesting  as  showing  a  strong  belief  in  the  value, 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  district  fisheries, 
of  the  angling  associations  operationsj  The 
results  referred  to  have  now  stood  the  test 
of  fully  thirty  years'  experience,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  Dee  Board  shows  that  the 
members,  both  upper  and  lower  proprietors,  desire 
to  secure  the  permanency  of  the  conditions  which 
have  been  created,  but  which  up  to  the  present 
time,  from  1872,  have  existed  merely  on  the  pre- 
carious footing  of  yearly  agreement.  The  River 
Tweed  is  still  netted  as  the  Dee  was  in  1872— 
namely,  for  sixteen  miles  upwards  from  the  mouthy 
and  the  main  runs  of  fish  are  now  crowded  into 
the  very  late  close  seasoni  It  is  therefore  of 
great  interest  to  find,  I  think,  that  the  Tweed 
;  j  Commissioners  can  approach  the  subject  of  the 


proposed  limitation  of  netting,  and  that  a  highly 
representative  committee  can  pass  a  resolution  in 
favour  of  the  proposal;  In  no  district  in  Scotland 
does  the  salmon  fishing  industry  receive  a  larger 
share  of  public  attention  ;  in  no  district  are  more 
men  employed  in  the  industry ;  and  in  view  of  the 
large  interests  involved,  and  the  importance  of 
the  fisheries,  it  is  clear  that  the  best  possible 
regulations  should  be  brought  into  play  in  order 
to  conserve  and  improve  the  resources  of  this 
wonderful  river." 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  eleven  out 
of  eighteen  Boards  are  enlightened  enough  to  be 
favourable  to  limitation  of  netting  in  narrow  waters. 

The  Take  of  Salmon  in  1903^ 

With  regard  to  the  take  of  salmon  generally 
throughout  the  country,  it  appears  from  those 
reports  that  in  the  great  majority  of  districts  the 
fishings  are  described  as  having  yielded  results 
above  the  average,  although  in  several  instances 
it  is  stated  that  the  grilse  crop  was  poor,' 

-"  Scringing,'.' 

I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  wanton 
practice  of  netting  the  mouths  of  West  Highland 
streams,  usually  termed  "scringing,"  and  referred 
to  repeatedly  in  these  reports,  has  lately  received 
a  substantial  check  at  the  hands  of  the  Worshipful 
Company  of  Fishmongers,  through  their  chief  in- 
spector, Mr.  Morris,  and  their  established  agent  in 
Scotland.  Mr.  Robert  Pringle,  W.S.  It  has  now 
become  difficult  for  those  engaged  in  "  scringing"  to 
secure  the  sale  of  their  illegally  caught  fish;  The 
result  is,  I  consider,  of  most  material  value  to  the 
salmon  and  sea-trout  fisheries  of  the  West  High- 
lands, 

Pollution  of  the  Girvan. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  in  February,  1902.  a 
very  serious  case  of  pollution  occurred  in  the  river 
Girvan  through  the  pumping  of  accumulated  water 
from  Dalquharran  coal  pit;  The  water  was 
pumped  into  a  bum  which  flows  into  the 
Girvan  near  Dailly,  and  ,  between  this  burn 
and  the  sea,  a  distance  of  about  eight  and  a 
half  miles,  every  fish  died;  All  the  kelts 
which  had  not  descended  to  the  sea  perished, 
and  a  like  fate  attended  the  smolts  when  they 
migrated  seawards  from  the  upper  waters;  Clean 
fish  could  not  ascend,  and,  since  the  pumping  of 
the  poisonous  water  was  allowed  to  continue,  the 
river  became  practically  void  of  migratory  salmon- 
idae;  In  last  year's  report  from  the  Girvan 
District  it  was  stated  that  an  action  for  interdict 
was  probable;  In  the  report  I  have  now  received, 
however  (for  1903),  it  is  stated  that  no  steps  were 
taken  to  remove  any  cause  of  pollution,  and  that 
J' The  river  being  generally  flooded,  the  effects  of 
the  pollution  from  Dalquharran  Colliery  were  not 
so  noticeable  as  last  year;  Salmon  took  the  fly  as 
usual  (twenty-two  appear  to  have  been  caught), 
and  a  good  stock  of  breeding  fish  are  now  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  river.-  ;  ;  ;  The  water  is  still 
being  pumped  from  the  colliery  in  much  the  same 
quantity  as  before,  but  it  is  not  considered  to 
be  now  so  much  impregnated  with  noxious 
elements.". 

In  the  Conon  District,  the  Braham  Castle 
cruives  are  again  being  fished,  and  it  is  reported 
in  consequence  that  the  value  of  the  rod  fishings 
above  the  cruive  dykes  has  been  materially  affected; 
I  have  no  data  to  show  the  extent  of  the  averred 
decline,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  in  any  district 
where  cruive  fishing  is  carried  on,  the  natural  and 
necessary  distribution  of  ascending  fish  is  im- 
possible, and  that  it  is  therefore  most  unfortunate 
that  these  cruives  should  again  have  been  fished.; 

Loch  Ness  Angling^ 

In  the  Ness  District  the  proprietors  round  Loch 
Ness  have  recently  formed  an  association  named 
"The  Loch  Ness  Angling  Association,"-  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  and  regulating  the  angling 
in  that  locality.  Each  member  of  the  Association 
has  the  right  to  use  two  boats  in  fishing  the  loch, 
while  other  boats  are  available  for  the  public  at  a 
scale  of  charges  agreed  upon;  As  the  gamekeepers 
of  the  various  proprietors  are  to  be  regarded  as 
bailiffs  of  the  Association  for  the  detection  of 
poaching  offences,  the  influence  of  the  Association 
may  be  regarded  as  supplementary  to  the  action  of 
the  District  Fishery  Boardj 

In  this  district  a  most  extensive  work  in  the 
construction  of  a  new  fish  pass  round  the  Inver- 
moriston   Fall   has   now  been  completedj  A 


description  of  this  will  be  found  in  Appendix  VII; 
When  at  Stirling  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
Forth  District  Board  in  order  to  discuss  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Royal  Commission  respecting 
the  limitation  of  netting  in  narrow  waters,  I  took 
occasion  to  inspect  the  various  dam  dykes  of  the 
Allan  Water;  This  tributary  seems  to  attract 
large  numbers  of  fish  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
season;  It  drains  an  area  estimated  as  seventy, 
seven  square  miles  in  extent,  and  contains  much 
valuable  spawning  ground;  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bridge  of  Allan  and 
Dunblane  much  snatching  and  stroke-hauling  of 
fish  is  reported  as  practised  in  the  autumn,  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  dam  dykes  are  not  provided 
with  suitable  fish  passes  to  enable  the  gravid  fish 
to  ascend  to  the  higher  and  less  frequented  waters,- 
W.  L;  Calderwood. 


THE  LATE  ALEXANDER  PURDIB, 
FISHERMAN,  MERTOUN-ON- 
TWEED. 


Another  link  with  the  past  has  been  broken  by 
the  death  of  the  famous  Tweed  angler  and 
professional  fisherman,  Alexander  Purdie,  of 
Mertoun.  The  following  particulars  are  from  the 
Kelso  Mail  of  July  27,  Purdie  remembered  Sii* 
Walter  Scott  well. 

"Though  at  no  time  bulking  largely  in  the 
public  eye,  and  though  latterly  even  less  conspicu- 
ous owing  to  the  infirmities  consequent  upon  a 
long  and  arduous  life,  Alexander  Purdie,  the 
veteran  fisherman  at  Mertoun,  who  died  last  week 
at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-one,  was  worthy 
of  more  than  a  mere  passing  notice.  Bom  of  a 
family  of  noted  Border  fishermen,  and  brought  up 
on  the  banks  of  the  Border  river,  he  inherited  a 
liking  and  an  aptitude  for  piscatorial  pursuits,  and 
during  the  greater  portion  of  his  long  life  he  was 
associated  with  the  Mertoun  estates  as  fisherman 
and  keeper  under  successive  Lords  Polwarth.  The 
only  brief  break  in  his  service  there  was  when  for 
two  or  three  years  he,  in  the  interests  of  his  family, 
removed  to  the  Clyde,  and  for  some  time  engaged 
in  the  occupation  of  a  pier-master.  Returning  to 
Tweedside,  however,  he  took  up  his  former  occupa- 
tion, and  in  the  service  of  Lord  Brougham,  3Ir. 
Wood,  and  other  lessees  of  the  Mertoun  waters,  by 
all  of  whom  he  was  greatly  esteemed  for  his  skill 
and  his  other  estimable  qualities,  he  continued  there 
till  a  year  or  two  ago,  when  the  burden  of  years 
and  hard  work  compelled  him  to  relinquish  the 
activities  of,  though  failing  to  diminish  his  interest 
in,  his  accustomed  pursuits.  As  a  practical  fisher- 
man it  is  acknowledged  that  he  had  few  equals 
and  no  superiors  in  his  day.  Deliberate  and 
cautious  in  everything,  even  in  speech  and  move- 
ment, '  Slow  but  sure '  might  have  been  regarded 
as  his  motto ;  but  it  was  remarkable  how  he 
seemed  always  to  get  sooner  and  easier  to  the 
attainment  of  an  object  than  those  who  made  a 
greater  appearance  of  celerity  or  push;  He  read 
the  signs  and  conditions  of  his  river  like  a  book, 
and  could  tell  almost  unfailingly  when,  where,  and 
how  success  could  be  attained;  '  In  this  size  o' 
waitter,  ye  should  get  hand  o'  him  in  there,'  he 
would  say.  Or,  '  It's  nae  use  there ;  she's  far  ower 
sma'  for  that  bit.'  Or,  'Ye  should  get  him  here 
na.  Just  let  yer  flee  come  ower  the  tap  o'  that 
big  stane;  There,  ye  have  him.'  And  so  on,  his 
anticipations  being  but  seldom  behed; .  He  handled 
salmon  and  trout  tackle  alike  with  the  hand  of  a 
master;  and  not  less  remarkable  was  the 
characteristically  deliberate  and  equally  accurate 
way  in  which  he  handled  a  fowling-piece  in 
the'  old-fashioned,  sportsmanlike  fashion,  for  he 
had  little  experience  of  the  modern  system  of 
driving  game.  As  has  been  said,  Sandy  came  of 
a  somewhat  famous  sporting  family;  He  was  a 
nephew  of  the  Tom  Purdie  who  became  Sir  W^alter 
Scott's  faithful  servant  and  friend,  and  he  had  a 
distinct  recellection  of  Sir  Walter  as  be  used  to 
appear  when  he  visited  his  favoiurite  spots  on  this 
part  of  Tweedside.  Sir  George  Douglas  foregathered 
with  Mr.  Purdie  in  the  course  of  a  salmon  netting 
expedition  on  the  Tweed  at  Mertoun  two  or  three 
years  ago,  and  records  the  facts  in  one  of  the 
chapters  of  his  book  on  the  -*  Diversions  of  a 
Country  Gentleman-  thus: — 

"  '  Among  the  spectators  of  our  netting  operations 
may  be  noticed  one  quiet  and  dignified  figure,  who 
stands  a  little  apart  upon  the  bank.    It  is  that  of 
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Mr.  Purdie,  retired  fisherman  of  Mertoun,  who,  at 
the  age. 'of  eighty-seven  years,  still  bears  himself 
unbent  in  the  mingled  rime  and  ruddiness  of  an 
old  age  that  is  "frosty  but  kindly."  He  is  the 
nephew  of  that  reclaimed  poacher  whom  Sir 
Walter  appointed  to  be  his  gamekeeper,  and  in 
■whom  he  found  not  only  the  trustiest  of  servants, 
but  the  truest  of  friends  as  well.  In  early  youth 
Mr.  Purdie  has  often  seen  and  spoken  to  the  great 
man,  when  the  latter  would  be  occupied  laying  out 
his  walks  and  plantations  at  Abbotsford.  "  He 
was  the  best  of  men,"  and  the  tone  in  which  the 
words  are  spoken  says  more  even  than  the  words 
themselves.  The  old  gentleman  also  remarked 
that,  at  the  date  referred  to,  Scott's  congenital 
infirmity  would  have  incapacitated  him  from 
salmon  fishing.' 

"The  remains  of  the  old  man  were  interred  in 
the  old  Churchyard  at  Mertoun  on  Saturday  last 
in  the  presence  of  a  numerous  company  of  relatives, 
friends,  and  neigh  hours. 'i 

[We  hope  to  give  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Purdie  and 
some  account  of  him  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  in  an  early 
number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.] 


"WHAT  I   SAW  AND  HEAEI)  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  00.  DONEOAL." 
By  Philip  Gees. 

(Continued  from  page  83.) 

Patrick.  Early,  my  giUie  while  at  Ardara,  is  a 
sensitive  exponent  of  the  overwhelming  love  of  sport 
so  deeply  embedded  in  the  Irish  people.  Give  him 
a  rod,  and,  if  the  capture  of  fish  be  within  the 
bounds  of  possibility,  he  will  become  utterly  un- 
mindful of  every  obligation  other  than  the  matter 
in  hand.  Such  is  the  inheritance  of  the  stock  from 
which  he  springs.  His  father,  who  gave  me  files  of 
his  own  making  that  would  have  been  a  credit  to 
the  cleverest,  is  the  keenest  of  the  keen,  and  told  me 
with  terse  vigour  of  feats  in  piscatorial  skill  that 
stood  to  the  credit  of  his  grandsire. 

Irishmen,  almost  to  a  man,  are  sportsmen,  but, 
unfortunately,  it  must  be  added  that  not  unfre- 
quently  their  ideas  of  sport  run  contrary  to  present- 
day  notions. 

In  the  years  that  are  sped  their  forefathers  ran 
their  gait  unfettered  by  keepers  or  laws  of  preser- 
vation, and  each  generation  knew  the  neighbouring 
stream  and  the  habits  of  its  fish.  They  knew 
almost  to  a  day,  and  they  know  now  in  many  places, 
and  make  cruel  use  of  their  knowledge,  when  the 
deep  lakes  below  will  send  up  their  shoals  of  ripe 
fish  and  the  spots,  to  a  yard,  which  they  will  occupy. 
They  have  learnt  every  lesson  in  the  craft  that  is 
necessary  to  aid  them  in  taking  wholesale  what  they 
desire. 

I  have  given  this  matter  of  poaching  some  atten- 
tion during  each  of  my  visits  to  Ireland,  and,  though 
I  have  not  at  all  times  been  able  to  extract  much 
definite  information  on  the  subject  from  those  whose 
lives  are  spent  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  I  have  learnt, 
I  beUeve,  to  properly  interpret  such  scraps  as  they 
have  let  fall  in  moments  of  pressure  or  in  times  of 
heated  promulgation  of  the  faith,  which  is  rooted 
in  them,  that  they  have  right  on  their  side. 

Nothing  that  can  be  said  is  Ukely  to  coijvince  the 
Irish  people  that  this  right  is  not  one  of  the  few 
things  left  to  them.  This  universal  feeUng  is  given 
expression  to  in  the  few  words  taken  out  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  J.  Boyle,  the  Teehn  schoolmaster: 

"  I  have  heard  my  father  speak  and  I  have  read 
my  country's  history  and  I  know  I  have  the  right  to 
fish  and  shoot  when  and  where  I  Uke 

I  am  not  sure  that  his  sentiments  would  not  be 
mine  were  I  an  Irishman.  I  feel  almost  sure  they 
would. 

To  ask  men  into  whose  daily  life  religion  is  closely 
intermingled  to  forego  immemorial  rights,  or 
customs,  call  them  which  you  will,  that  enable  them 
to  comply  with  an  ordinance  of  their  Church,  is 
asking  much. 

It  took  my  countrymen  of  Devon,  ministers  and 
magistrates  included  (although  French  brandy  is 
not  so  essential  to  a  cleanly  life  as  fish  on  Fridays 
to  good  Cathohcs),  a  lengthened  time  to  learn  that 
smuggling  was  wrong,  and  it  would  have  taken 
longer  had  dealings  in  contraband  goods  remained 
more  profitable  than  preaching  the  gospel  and 
dispensing  justice. 


If  the  practice  of  unfair  fishing  was  given  up,  a 
hundred  times  the  value  of  what  they  now  get 
would  soon  come  to  them  from  the  multitude  of 
fishers  who  would  visit  their  lovely  country,  the 
majority  of  v,  horn  would  be  content  had  they  visible 


sight  of  a  constabulary  uniform  that  faced  rive 
wards  during  its  perambulations  on  the  adjacei 
road,  which  gave  proof  that  at  Carrick  the  safe 
guarders  of  the  fish  had  the  upper  hand.    I  s 
on  this  subject  to  Mr.  Walker,  and  he  delivered 
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assurance  when  there  that  the  rivers  and  lakes  were 
fairly  stocked. 

In  many  districts  this  is  aheady  fully  reaUsed,  and 
fruitful  efforts  are  being  made,  not  only  to  coerce, 
but  also  to  persuade  ;  and  many  a  one-time  poacher 
is  now  either  a  gillie  or  a  watcher,  understanding 


himself  confidently  of  the  opinion  that  since  th 
gang  had  been  dispersed,  which  seven  years  befor- 
used  to  net  a  particular  round  hole  at  the  Falls,  n( 
poaching  had  been  done.  I  had  seen  the  Falls  and. 
thinking  that  the  hole  referred  to  was  a  most  extra 
ordinary  spot  for  netting  to  take  place,  I  inquired 
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tha't  their  old  course  was  less  profitable  to  them  than 
the  giving  of  pleasure  to  men  who  are  pleased  to 
pay  for  sport  many  times  the  value  of  the  fish  or 
game  bagged. 

While  fishing  at  Carrick  I  had  speech  with 
watchers  and  keepers,  and  occasionally  caught 


as  to  the  sort  of  net  that  could  possibly  be'made  fc 
the  purpose.  He  described  to  me  a  very  ingeniou 
article  which  had  been  captured  from  the  aforesaii  I 
gang. 

On  the  very  next  day' it  was  my  turn  to  fish  th- 
stretch  of  water  which  includes  these  Falls,  and,  a 
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I  was  returning  up-stream  from  my  first  effort  there, 
I  made  a  short  cut  which  took  me  out  of  the  beaten 
track,  and  I  found  myself  faced  by  an  iris  and 
bracken-grown  ditch  which  I  had  to  follow  to  find  a 
place  for  crossing.  Immediately  in  front  of  me,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  ditch,  was  a  cabin,  with  two  men 
at  its  door  obviously  watching  my  movements  ;  but, 
as  they  made  no  offer  of  guidance,  I  proceeded  on, 
■without  a  falter,  to  find  the  way  over.  This  I  soon 
came  to,  but  not  before  I  had  seen,  hidden  away  in 
the  ditch,  the  ghost  of  the  net  that  my  landlord  had 
seen  destroyed  seven  years  before. 

That  night  Sir  James  Musgrave's  head-keeper, 
his  son  and  others,  watched  until  midnight,  but  to 
no  purpose.  It  was  then  determined  that  the  son 
should  crawl  to  the  ditch  and  see  if  there  really  was 
a  net.  Had  I  faltered  when  I  caught  sight  of  it,  or 
had  I  not  returned  to  my  fishing  in  an  ordinary 
manner,  the  owners  of  the  net  would  have  removed 
it,  and  I  should  have  been  told  I  had  been  mistaken, 
as  I  have  been  told  more  than  once  before.  The 
watching  continued  for  some  two  hours  longer,  and, 
as  those  watched  for  did  not  put  in  an  appearance, 
the  net  was  taken  away. 

It  has  sometimes  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
primary  and  most  important  duty  of  a  preser- 
vation society  to  disprove  the  correctness  of  infor- 
mation supphed  to  them.  This  was  once  beauti- 
fully and  most  conclusively  done  for  me  on  the 
Thames,  but  I  had  the  consolation  of  reading,  a  few 
weeks  afterwards,  that  the  men  had  been  captured 
and  their  nets  destroyed.    This  Uttle  eccentricity 


would  Vje  a  poor  excuse  for  not  subscribing  to  them. 
We  must  never  forget  that  the  work  of  preservation 
is  to  a  great  extent  done  by  men,  whose  time  is 
valuable,  without  fee  or  reward,  so  we  must  over- 
look any  httle  failing,  and  give  our  guineas 
ungrudgingly. 

Before  leaving  Ardara  I  must  tell  of  a  nice  day's 
sport  we  had  in  Lough  Nalughraman,  about  five 
miles  from  Ardara. 

It  is  very  high  up  on  Maum  Mountain,  where  we 
found  the  air  so  invigorating  that  our  feet  trod  with 
a  lightness  that  made  it  difficult  to  refrain  from 
skipping  and  jumping  for  the  joy  of  it.  The  views 
from  the  summit  are  grand  indeed,  and  those  who, 
while  fishing  this  lake  or  viewing  the  surrounding 
Kcenery,  do  not  see  how  beautiful  the  world  is,  may 
seek  a  long  time  for  a  tonic  so  likely  to  move  the 
scales  from  their  eyes  as  Maum  Mountain. 

On  our  way  beick  we  came  to  the  Maghera  Caves, 
but  we  only  spared  time  to  inspect  the  largest  of 
them  as  we  were  anxious  to  try  the  Maghera  Falls, 
where  fish  of  considerable  size  are  often  taken. 

We  added  but  few  to  our  store,  but  this  shght 
disappointment  detracted  little  from  the  enjoyment 
of  our  day's  outing. 

The  climbing  hfid  brought  a  pleasant  sense  of 
fatigue  so  I  retired  early  that  night,  ttimbled  into 
hc(i,  shut  ray  eyes  and  slept,  slept  the  longest, 
shortest  sleep  since  boyhood.  It  appeared  to  last 
but  moments  before  there  came  a  knocking,  and  a 
voice  said,  "  Hot  water,  sir."-  I  listened  and  there 
■waa  another  knock,  and  the  same  voice  said,  "  Hot 
water,  sir.'i   Yet  once  again  I  heard  the  knock  and 


voice,  but  seemingly  from  such  a  mighty  distance 
that  I  thought  I  dreamt. 

After  that  I  caught  a  huge  fish  on  Maum^Mountain 
which  I  was  hiding  in  the  Maghera  Cave,  when  again 
I  heard  a  knocking,  much  louder  than  before,  and 
a  high-pitched  voice  said,  "  The  gentlemen  have 
nearly  finished  breakfast,  sir." 

And  so  I  am  late  for  breakfast ;  but  not  on  a 
fishing  morning.  That  I  think  has  never  happened 
to  me  yet,  though  I  cannot  define  how  Nature 
knew  that  this  was  the  day  when  we  were  to  move 
from  Ardara,  and  that  the  moving  was  fixed  for 
ten  o'clock. 

Good-byes  have  been  said,  and  we  are  on  the  car, 
with  chatty  Johnny  McNelis  as  driver,  so  farewell 
to  Ardara. 

Our  next  stay  was  to  have  been  at  O'Donnell's 
Hotel,  Glenties,  but  we  found  on  our  arrival  there 
that  sunshiny  days,  so  pleasant  on  cars  or  mountain 
lakes,  had  so  shrunk  the  rivers  that  fishing  would 
have  been  profitless  ;  so  we  diplomatically  kept  the 
luggage  on  the  car,  stabled  and  fed  the  horse  and 
ordered  lunch,  prepared  to  journey  on  to  where  the 
information  that  we  might  gather  meanwhile  should 
point. 

Port  Noo,  as  we  soon  found  out,  has  many  brown 
trout  lakes  and  a  rocky  coast,  and,  quite  close  by, 
an  excellent  hotel  managed  by  Mrs.  Cannon.  We 
were  soon  off  to  this  land  of  promise. 

Glenties  is  a  terminus  of  the  Donegal  Highland 
Railway,  and  is  the  easiest  route  to  Ardara.  It  is 
situated  at  the  head  of  two  well-wooded  glens,  the 


property  of  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham,  and,  as  the 
fishing  on  the  best  salmon  pools  is  reserved,  permis- 
sion must  be  obtained  from  the  estate  office  before 
proceeding  to  fish  them.  From  Glenties  to  Port 
Noo  the  drive  proved  most  interesting  and 
enjoyable. 

At  Maas  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Atlantic,  and  at 
Narin,  which  is  close  to  Port  Noo,  we  were  much 
surjDrised  to  see  quite  a  number  of  people  bathing 
from  the  sands,  which  extend  for  miles.  This  sight 
made  mo  doubtful  of  getting  accommodation  at 
Mrs.  Cannon's,  but,  fortunately,  she  was  able  to 
give  us  nice  rooms  and  an  excellent  dinner. 

We  stayed  only  three  days,  two  fishing  the  lakes 
and  one  on  the  sea.  The  sport  with  the  trout  was 
fairly  good,  and  with  the  pollack,  excellent. 

The  trout  in  Lough  Doon  appeared  to  be  numerous 
though  rather  small,  but,  as  they  rose  freely,  we 
were  able  to  select  a  number  of  quite  fair  size.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  Loughs  Fad,  Pound,  and 
Summy,  and  report  says  that  there  are  really  good 
trout  in  more  than  one  of  these  lakes. 

Our  pollack  fishing  was  quite  a  slow  affair  at  first. 
There  was  scarcely  a  breath  of  wind,  and  the  sea 
was  quite  calm.  After  an  hour  or  more  of  rowng 
over  dark  ground  we  came  to  Inishkeel  Island,  and, 
as  we  still  remained  Ashless,  I  asked  the  men  to  cease 
from  rowing  ;  then,  while  the  boat  gently  drifted,  we 
peered  down  to  see  if  fish  were  there,  and  not  one 
was  visible.  Even  when  the  depth  was  such  that 
wo  could  easily  make  out  the  conformation  of  the 
rocks,  with  their  beautiful  and  many-coloured 
coverings,  fish-life  took  no  part  in  those  gorgeous 


gardens.  This  to  the  ordinary  fisher  would  have 
been  a  settler,  and  he  would  have  said  or  thought, 
"  I  can  believe  my  own  eyes ;  there  are  no  fish.'' 

The  practised  pollack  fisher  who  has  often  seen 
these  sights  on  days  like  this  knows  that  the  change 
will  come.  Ho  smokes  liis  pipe,  has  waking  dreams, 
tolls  tales,  or  lets  his  fancy  go  free  to  guess  the  size 
and  number  of  the  fishy  monsters  that  are  hidden 
beneath  the  long  leaf  pattern  carpet  of  these  sea 
hollows. 

This  perfect  calm  in  air  and  sea  and  the  consequent 
lassitude  of  fish  and  fisher  is  hut  a  repetition  of  hot, 
calm  days  in  other  places  that  have  been  followed 
by  wondrous  evenings. 

Just  as  the  sun  is  lowering  in  the  west  these  very 
spots  may  fairly  boil  with  rising  fish  that  will  seize 
your  bait  almost  before  a  yard  of  line  has  left  your 
reel.  And  it  may  be  you  will  not  have  to  wait  for 
evening.  The  change  may  come  at  midday  or  any 
other  time.  Let  but  the  tide  commence  to  flow, 
the  waving  green  curtaias  and  the  deeper-down 
carpets  will  then  be  drawn  aside,  and  wakeful  hfc, 
motion  and  appetite  will  soon  be  everywhere,  so 
that  within  an  hour  you  may  have  a  load  of  fish 
beyond  your  easy  comprehension. 

How  many  men  I  know  have  hastily  condemned 
good  fishings  simply  because  sport  did  not  come 
quickly.  Faith  and  fine  tackle  are  great  aids  to 
success.  Never  despair  while  on  the  sea,  but  wait 
patiently  for  the  fish  that  will  surely  come. 

It  came  to  us,  but  not  in  such  wondrous  fashion 
as  it  sometimes  does.  We  gathered  fish,  first  slowly 
and  of  small  size,  then  a  httle  faster  and  of  better 
size,  and,  as  the  sun  sank  lower,  they  came  more 
quickly  still,  and  of  such  weight  as  to  require  care 
and  skill  in  handling. 

Pollack  were  obviously  planned  by  Nature  for 
strength  and  speed.  The  suddenness  with  which 
they  rush  from  great  depths,  seize  their  prey  and 
dive  back  from  whence  they  came,  requires  some 
experience  to  reahse. 

The  strength  of  this  fish,  however  much  exhausted 
before  brought  to  gaff,  seems  to  come  back  when 
you  attempt  to  release  the  hook  that  held  him,  and 
I  have  in  consequence  many  scars  out  of  which  the 
barbs  of  flying  hooks  have  come. 

It  is  the  danger  of  the  second  hook,  which  has 
damaged  me  so  much,  that  has  prevented  my 
recommending  to  others  the  use  of  my  favourite 
bait  for  large  pollack,  the  "Natural  Spin.'' 

Hooks  large,  hard  and  thick  that  pliers  can  only 
snip  the  merest  point  off  are  nasty  things  to  dig 
out  of  your  fisherman's  calf  or  finger,  and  it  is 
almost  as  painful  for  him  to  do  the  Uke  for  you. 

Messrs.  Allcock,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  have  greatly 
improved  this  bait  by  doing  away  with  the  second 
hook,  and  fixing  a  single  one  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  bait  itself  becomes  a  handle  to  disengage 
it  from  the  fish's  jaws.  I  can  now  with  confidence 
advise  the  use  of  it. 

It  may  seem  to  the  salmon  angler  that  his  fish 
can  have  no  equal,  but  he  may  learn  that,  weight 
for  weight,  a  pollack's  sudden  rush  for  shelter  is  a 
greater  strain  than  that  of  a  salmon's  first  run. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  even  the  spring 
salmon  fisher  complain  that  he  was  unable  to  get  a 
decent  run  out  of  his  fish  ;  you  will  never  hear  this 
against  the  poUack. 

How  fortunate  for  the  men  and  youths  who  are 
being  made  fishers  by  "  The  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society" — I  would  add  to  their  title,  "  The  Aid  to 
Health  Society '-'—that  while  the  capture  of  a 
salmon  may  cost  any  sum  between  five  pounds  and 
three  hundred,  there  is  a  gamer  fish  that  hterally 
swarms  on  all  our  coast  lines  wherever  there  are 
sunken  rocks.  Such  fishing  is  unhmited  and  indis- 
putably free  ;  it  is  the  poor  man's  birthright  which 
no  one's  wealth  can  debar  him  from,  and  may  more 
power  be  given  to  those  who  would  aid  him  to  its 
enjoyment. 

I  often  meet  some  of  the  workers  of  this  Society, 
and  am  much  impressed  by  the  earnestness  of  their 
faith  that  sea-fishing  is  good  in  countless  ways.  A 

prominent  member,  Jlr.  P  ,  might  have  been 

seen,  a  short  time  since,  in  Cheapside  trying  to 
make  a  convert.  He  then  and  there  almost  per- 
suaded me  to  join  them.  So  eloquent  was  he  about 
the  sea  that  I  momentarily  expected  him  to  break 
out  with  : — • 

"  Britannia  needs  no  bulwarks. 
No  towers  along  the  steep ; 
Her  march  is  o'er  the  mountain  waves, 
Her  home  is  on  the  deep." 

[To  be  continued,) 


New  "  Natueaij  Spin." 
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INTERNATIONAL  FISHERIES 
CONGRESS,  VIENNA,  1905. 

An  International  Fisheries  Congress,  covering 
every  branch  of  sea  and  river  fishing,  will  be  held 
in  Vienna  from  Juno  4  to  June  9,  1905.  Further 
particulars  can  be  had  of  the  General  Secretary, 
International  Fisheries  Congress,  Dr.  H.  von 
Kadich,  Sohauflergasse  6,  Vienna,-  Angling,  fish 
culture,  fish  curing,  etc.,  will  be  included  in  the 
subjects  dealt  with. 


THE  TOURNAMENT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  SOME  PRESS  NOTICES. 


The  Field,  which  gave  an  excellent  account, 
said: — 

"  In  reviewing  the  Tenth  International  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting  Tournament,  which  took  place  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  on  July  22  and  23,  we  must  begin 
by  congratulating  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Emery,  the  judges,  and  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee on  a  most  successful  and  enjoyable  function. 
The  proceedings  passed  off  smoothly  ;  the  weather 
was,  on  the  whole,  excellent;  the  competitions 
were  interesting  and  productive  of  some  good 
displays ;  and,  lastly,  there  were  a  friendliness  and 
a  good  temper  about  the  whole  proceedings  which 
much  enhanced  the  enjoyment,  and  maintained  the 
good  tradition  which  attaches  to  angling  and  anglers. 
The  only  regret  we  should  like  to  record  is  one  that 
has  been  immortalised  by  the  generic  Irishman ;  on 
July  23  we  should  have  liked  the  abiUty  to  be  in 
two  places  at  once,  for  the  exigencies  of  time 
made  it  imperative  that  most  of  the  fly-casting 
competitions  on  the  lake  should  be  held  simul- 
taneously with  bait-casting  events  on  the  lawn. 
Therefore,  it  became  necessary  to  watch  either 
one  or  the  other,  and  many  of  the  spectators  were 
divided  in  their  minds  as  to  which  they  most 
wanted  to  see.  On  the  whole,  it  was  natural  that 
the  greater  interest  should  be  shown  in  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  lake,  for  it  was  easier  to  watch  the 
events  closely,  and  there  was  the  additional 
attraction  of  the  light  rod  competition^  with  its 
possibilities  of  sensational  performances  by  the 
American  competitors.'.- 

The  Times: — "Interesting  records  have  been 
achieved  in  the  two  days'  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Tournament,  which  concluded  on  July  23  at  the 
Crystal  Palace.'i 

The  Ilirror,  of  July  30,  says: — "This  week's 
Fishing  Gazette  is  a  gala  production,  with  four 
pages  of  splendid  half-tone  pictures  of  the  recent 
fly-casting  championships." 

Good  notices  of  the  afiair  appeared  in  many 
other  papers,  including  the  Daily  Mail,  the  People, 
the  Morning  Advertiser,  the  Anglers''  News,  the 
Sportsman,  Commercial  Intelligence,  etc; 


AN  ANGLEE'S  IDYLL. 


I  AM  once  more  at  the  river-side.  It  is  the 
Thames — silent,  dreamy,  with  its  cool,  deep  pools 
and  whispering  reeds.  A  faint  mist  still  hangs 
lovingly  over  the  river,  as  if  reluctant  to  reveal  its 
beauty ;  but  this  is  rapidly  disappearing  before  the 
sunshine,  and,  even  as  I  look,  it  rolls  away,  and 
reveals  the  landscape  on  the  farther  side.  How 
delightful  the  scene  that  meets  my  gaze !  At  my 
feet  the  river  flows,  broad  breasted  and  full,  on  its 
journey  to  the  infinite  sea,  now  pausing  a  moment  to 
curl  and  eddy  lazily  under  overhanging  leafy  banks, 
now  flowing  swiftly  onward  ;  and  as  I  listen  to  the 
gentle  sighing  of  the  rushes  as  they  nod  and  bow 
their  heads  to  the  resistless  current,  in  fancy  I  can 
hear  the  familiar  lines — 

"  For  men  may  come  and  men  may  go. 
But  I  flow  on  for  ever." 

Happy  the  angler  who  could  live  for  ever  on  your 
banks,  O  Thames!  But  happier  still  the  one  who 
returns  after  long  years  spent  in  sun-baked  foreign 
lands  to  renew  your  acquaintance. 

To  such  a  one,  how  eloquent  of  past  triumphs  is 
each  bend  and  turn  of  the  river  !  What  lusty  pike 
we  lured  from  yonder  reedy  backwater,  and  what 
famous  tussles  we  have  had  with  chub  and  barbel 
lower  down  !  Did  we  not,  on  one  red-letter  day, 
bag  full  twenty  pounds  of  roach  from  a  quiet  swim 
we  know  of?    And  how  cunningly  we  fished  it 


afterwards  only  to  be  doomed  to  comparative 
failure !  Here  we  spent  our  boyhood's  days,  and 
while  fishing  through  the  long  summer  hoUdays 
built  castles  in  the  air,  and  dreamed  of  the  future 
and  the  wonderful  things  the  future  would  bring. 
And  now  we  return  to  think,  somewhat  sadly 
perhaps,  of  how  few  of  those  dreams  have  been 
realised,  and  how  little  of  actual  satisfaction  the 
achievements  of  after-life  have  given.  But  let  us 
step  into  our  boat,  and  drift  luxuriously  down 
stream !  On  either  bank  is  a  slowly-changing 
panorama  of  green  fields  and  tree-covered  hilLs, 
jiainted  by  the  sun's  magic  touch  in  bright  reliefs 
and  shady  backgrounds.  The  soft,  warm  breeze 
rustles  gently  through  the  green  boughs  and  tall 
brown  grasses,  the  birds  chirp  drowsily  overhead, 
and  no  other  sounds  reach  us  but  the  rippling  of 
the  water  along  the  boat's  bows  and  the  murmur 
of  the  distant  weir.  Ah !  this  is  delicious. 
***** 

It  is  evening,  and  the  landscape  is  steeped  in 
that  mellow  and  beautiful  half-light  which  is  a 
charm  of  the  country  during  the  summer  months. 
Our  rod  and  line  lie  untouched  in  the  boat,  for 
this  has  been  a  day  of  reminiscences.  From  the 
distant  village,  faint  and  musical,  come  the  chimes 
of  the  church  clock  tolUng  its  message  of  time,  as 
it  has  done  through  the  centuries. 

The  hush  of  Nature  is  disturbed  only  by  the 
occasional  "  swish' '  of  a  rising  chub,  as.  shouldering 
our  rod  and  creel,  we  wend  our  way  through  the 
lengthening  shadows  back  to  the  village  inn. 

Haeold  Claeke, 


A  LEGEND   OF  LOUGH 
COLUMBKILLE. 

"  Felix  Penne  "•  writes  : — "  The  interesting  arti- 
cles on  Ireland  now  appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
have  induced  me  to  turn  again  to  the  literature  of 
that  country  and  revived  my  love  for  its  history, 
folklore,  and  traditions.  Here  is  a  poetical  version 
of  a  well-known  Irish  legend.  It  was  written  by 
that  racy  Irish  '  bhoy,'  Dugald  MacFadyn.  .  .  . 
Lough  Columbkille  is  a  secluded  little  lake, 
embosomed  in  the  hoUow  of  the  hills  near  the  Lagg, 
and  above  Glenkeen  ;  it  is  shut  out  from  the  outer 
world  by  the  surrounding  hill  tops,  presenting  a 
scene  of  calm  solitude  ;  but  with  the  exception  of 
St.  Columb's  Stone,  and  a  wonderful  shadow  said 
to  be  visible  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  there  is 
nothing  to  interest  the  tourist.  The  lough  is  about 
one  mile  distant  from  iMilford,  and  two  from 
Ramelton.'- 

You  may  think  it  looks  quare,  but  in  troth  it's  no  he. 
You  may  fish  in  that  lough  till  the  watter  runs  dry,- 
An'  ketch  your  three  trout  a-day,  aisy  an'  free. 
But  the  divil  a  wan""  more  you  will  ketch  but  the 
three. 

The  raison  is  this,  as  the  ould  people  say. 
Saint  ColumbkiUe  rag'lar  came  here  for  to  pray, 
An'  a  man  used  to  come  much  again'  the  saint's  wish, 
An'  plowter  for  hom's  in  the  watter  for  fish. 

An'  many  a  time  he  wid  come  onawares. 
When  the  saint  was  a-countin'  his  beads  at  his 
prayers. 

An'  bother  him  so  with  his  nonsense  and  talk. 
Till  the  saint  in  a  rage  wid  'a'  tould  him  to  "  walk  !'' 

Then  he'd  into  the  watter,  an'  there  lie  wid  stay, 
A-plowterin'  an'  singin'  an'  whistUn'  away. 
An'  wi'  fishin'  an'  singin',  the  saint  was  so  crossed. 
That  many  a  good  pater  an'  ave  he  lost. 

So,  the  saint  was  so  vexed,  that  he  thocht  on  a  plan 
As  to  how  he'd  get  redd  av  this  bothersome  man  ; 
For  afore  he'd  be  bate,  he'd  reduce  the  supply 
Av  the  fish— or  what's  worse — make  the  lough 
become  dry. 

For  he  knew  that  the  haython — whose  name  was 
M'Gurk, 

An'  who  wasn't  a  Christian  no  more  nor  a  Turk — 
Wid  bother  him  less  if  he  scarcened  the  trout. 
So,  says  Columb,  "  The  divil  a  much  more  he'll  get 
out". 


*  It  may  be  necessary  to  explain  to  the  untutored 
Saxon  that  this  is  merely  a  charming  form  of  the 
negative  used  by  the  emphatic  Celt  for  pith  and 
piquancy,  and  has  "  no  connection  with  the  other 
gentleman." 


So,  next  day  when  M'Gurk  came  along  at  his  aise, 
With  his  ass  an'  his  creels,  ^sor,  as  proud  as  you 
plaiso, 

For  to  hould  all  his  fish  in — the  saint  says,  says  he, 
"  Shure  you  won't  need  a  couple  ov  creels  for  the 
three  ?  " 

"What  three?",  says  M'Gurk.     "  Well,'i  says 

Columb,  says  he— 
"  The  throe  trout  you'll  ketch,  for  you'll  only  ketch 

three ; 

An'  mind  when  you've  got  them  you're  foohsh  to 
stay. 

For  the  sorra  a  wan  more  you  will  ketch  for  the 
day ! " 

Well,  M'Gurk  didn't  mind,  and  he  soon  polished  out 
Three  beauties — the  purtiest,  darUn'  big  trout ; 
An'  he  laughed  at  the  saint,  an'  says  he,  "  If  ye  wait 
I'll  hook  ye  wan  more  for  your  bre'kquest  to  ate.'' 

Well,  he  whistled  an'  sung,  an'  ho  fished  all  the  day' 
But  the  trout  all  went  by  in  a  curious  way ; 
Says  St.  Columb,"  Go  homo  now,  it's  getting  too 
late, 

'Stead  av  baitin'  the  fish  it's  yourself  that  is  bate  / 

"  You're  hungry,  no  doub*,  an'  it  sarves  you  quite 
right. 

You've  been  stan'in'  all  day  without  getting  a  bite  ; 
An'  when  next  time  to  visit  the  trout  you'll  inchne. 
They'll  all  know  that  you're  there  without  droppin'- 
a  line."' 

Well,  M'CTurk,  sor,  was  mad ;  but,  feth,  not  to  bo 
done. 

He  went  home,  an'  next  momin'  rose  up  wid  the  sun ; 
An'  off  to  the  lough  wid  his  rod  an'  his  Une, 
An'  ketched  his  three  trout  by  a  quarter  to  nine. 

But  although  he  began  with  the  song  av  the  lark. 
An'  wandered  an'  waded  till  long  after  dark. 
Till  the  nivir  a  line  or  a  styme  he  could  see. 
When  his  day's  work  was  done,  he  had  only  tuk 
three. 

An'  that  was  his  luck  iv'ry  day  that  he  came. 
Try  this  bait  or  that  bait,  'twas  always  the  same, 
Barrin'  now  ah'  again  the  saint  gave  him  bad  scran 
For  divarshin,  an'  let  him  hook  two,  or  jist  wan- 
So,  after  a  while,  sor,  says  he,  wan  fine  day, 
"  By  the  hokey,  I'll  fish  no  more  here — it  won't  pay." 
So  he  nivir  went  back,  and  some  boul'  people  blame 
Saint  Columb  for  keepin'  the  charm  on  the  same. 

But  in  troth  it's  the  case,  sor,  I'm  tellin'  no  Ue, 
Y"ou  may  fish  in  that  lough  till  the  watter  runs  dry. 
An'  ketch  your  three  trout  a-day,  aisy  an'  free. 
But  the  divil  a  wan  more  you  will  ketch  but  the 
three. 

[If  Mr.  Philip  Geen  has  sampled  Lough  Columb- 
kille and  caught  only  three  trout,  I  shall  indeed 
believe  that  the  Saint's  spell  is  still  potent. — F.  P.] 


A  TROUT  ROD  WITH  A  "RECORD." 

An  old  angler  who  was  born  on  the  River  Darenth, 
and  fished  for  its  trout  more  than  seventy  years  ago 
— when  that  pretty  Kentish  stream  was  at  its  zenith, 
and  second  to  none  other  in  England  ;  when  it  was 
not  at  all  uncommon  to  capture  from  ten  to  twelve 
brace  of  trout  in  a  day's  fly-fishing  between  sunrise 
and  nightfall,  amongst  them  fish  exceeding  l^lb. 
in  weight,  with  an  occasional  2-pounder — has  sent 
me  so  interesting  an  account  of  his  old  hickory  fly- 
rod  that  I  am  induced  to  give  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  some  of  the  contents  of  his  letter. 
He  says  :  — "  In  an  article  of  yours  in  Country  Life 
of  July  16,  mention  is  made  of  my  old  fly-rod. 
When  I  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  (that  would 
be  in  1834),  my  Uncle  Charles,  who  was  an  expert 
Darenth  angler,  gave  it  to  me,  saying :  '  Here, 
Fred,  I  will  give  you  my  old  rod,  as  I  have  bought 
a  new  one  at  Alfred's  '  (whose  shop  at  that  time  was 
in  Coleman-street,  at  the  corner  of  Gresham-street ; 
his  son  subsequently  removed  to  and  opened  a 
shop  in  Moorgate-street).  My  uncle  called  it  '  his 
old  rod  -  because  he  had  used  it  for  twenty-five 
years ;  and  I  used  it  from  1834  to  1899,  which  is 
sixty-five  years,  so  you  see  this  old  rod  had  been  in 
constant  use  for  ninety  years,  yet  it  is  in  very  fair 
condition  now  and  as  '  straight  as  a  gun  barrel.' 
I  think  this  must  be  a  '  record  '  for  a  fly-rod.  Then 
comes  the  question.  How  many  trout  has  that  rod 
brought  to  the  landing-net  ?    I  can  certainly  say 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Hannfacturer  of  every  descriptioD  of  FisMng  Tackle  suitable  for  aU  parts  of  the  world. 

TBN   aOLJy   AND   OTHER   MJEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods* 

Light,  strong,  aad  pleasant  to  tiith  with  ;  aaperlor  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  13  ft.,  and  weighing  trum  9  oaa.  to  19  oza. ;  very  powarml. 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ,  muoh  better  than  Split  Ganr, 

keels  and  Lines  rn  niatcb        ^r<»  Paieni  Brake  Reel  tor  SalnKin  and  Troai. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  1b  Oiied  by  almost  ever;  antclet,  butt  «t  boms  and  abrnad 
Rods  and  LineH  to  huIi 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  Sshed  muat  of  Che  best  locihH  in  SootlaDd,  anglers  mav 
fi\j  on  being  suppllnd  with  the  most  ^uitiwole  T»okIe. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

t2  yards  Doable  Tapered  Salmon, 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

A.11  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  tollowlag  are  a  tew  uasoHcited  Testlmoalala. 

Colonel  0.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.   I  liave  oo  hesltatlOD  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  beat  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  t>etter  ttian  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A.  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "I  have  tried  the  new  Hue  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


BURBERRY-PROOF 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 


Provide  the  Angler  with  every  habilimentary  need,  and  afford— (1)  Protection  from  Wet  in  all  forms. 
(2)  Self  Ventilation  in  Proofed  Cloths.        (3)  Coolness  and  Lightness.        (4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  The  I)e9t  fishing  h.it  I  ever  used.  You 
can  liave  it  as  light  as  you  like,  and  yet 
it  will  keep  out  any  amount  of  rain,  and 
the  peak  protects  the  eyes,  ears  and  Ijack 
of  neck. ' '  —  Fishing  Gazelle. 
Single  brim  .....  7/6 
Double  brim  (to  hold  casts  and  flies)  8/- 


Every 

"  Barberry- 
Proof" 
bears  a 

"Burberry" 
Label. 


•No  garment 
^existent 
gives  such 
freedom  of 
swing  for 
the  arms. 
This  charac- 
teristic is  an 
essential  to 
the  sports- 
man, what- 
ever sport 
pursuing. 


BURBERRY^FISHINOiSUIT. 


The  feature  of  the  "  Pis- 
uator  "  is  Its  adaptability 
to  the  angler's  needs, 
both  when  bank-fishing 
and  wading.  The  collar 
cape  protects  the  vuluer- 
alile  points,  and  being 
furii'shed  with  a  pivot 
sleeve  it  makes  an  ideul 
fishing  co;it. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregrinations  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali- 
ties, whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  in  the 
open. 


PISCATOR. 


FISHING  SLIP-ON. 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON  :  and  BASINGSTOKE. 
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some  thousands  of  my  own  catcliing ;  and  how 
many  brace  had  Uncle  caught  with  it  ?  Then  there 
is  another  question :   In  how  many  parts  of  the 

<  world  has  that  old  rod  caught  fish  ?  I  went  to 
New  York  in  1838  and  took  the  rod  with  me,  and 
fished  with  it  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson  ; 
in  the  River  Hackensack,  in  New  Jersey ;  in 
Gardner's  Lake,  Connecticut  (for  black  bass)  ;  in 
various  rivers  in  the  western  States,  including 
Sacramento  River,  CaUfornia  ;  and  in  one  of  the 
streams  faUing  into  the  Salt  Lake,  Utah.  Then  I 
took  it  witli  me  to  Australia,  and  got  a  few  good 
trout  in  the  stream  flowing  by  Adelaide.  In  the 
Murray  I  fished  also,  but  only  got  perch  and  bass. 
I  have  always  taken  the  rod  on  my  visits  to  Italy, 
and  fished  in  Lake  Maggiore  and  Como — in  the 
latter  I  had  capital  sport.  There  arc  several  streams 
m  the  Riviera  that  hold  trout — the  Siagne,  near 
Cannes,  and  a  stream  near  Bordighera  (Italy),  in 
which  I  also  took  trout,  but  fib.  was  my  largest  in 

•  about  twelve  brace.  I  spent  a  fortnight  at  Freiburg, 
in  Baden,  South  Germany,  and  got  a  few  days' 
trouting  in  a  stream  in  the  Hellenthal,  in  the  Black 
Forest.  Of  course,  I  have  fished  in  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  Wales  ;  and  there  are  not  many  trout 
streams  in  England  into  which  my  old  rod  has  not 
cast  a  fly,  and  not  a  few  of  its  lakes,  including 
Windermere,  Grasmere,  Rydalwater,  feuttcrmere, 
Wastwater,  Derwentwater,  and  others.  And  then 
again,  how  many  kinds  of  fish  has  that  old  rod 
drawn  to  the  net  ?  Most  of  ull,  of  course,  were 
trout ;  next,  dace  (they  used  to  swarm'  in  the 
Darenth  in  its  lowest  mile),  roach,  perch,  tench,  etc. 
And  at  the  sea-side — using  a  short,  stiff  top-joint — 
whiting,  codhng,  billet,  and  mullet.  Yes,  I  think 
my  old  rod  has  made  '  a  record,'  and  to  borrow  from 
— but  to  slightly  alter—'  The  Fisher's  Garland  '  for 
1863  :— 

"  I  take  my  rod  within  my  hand, 
I  live  in  days  gone  by; 
I  climb  the  steeps,  I  wade  the  deeps, 
T  throw  the  cunning  fly  ! 

"Wild  whirls  my  reel,  full  grows  my  creel, 
O  dear !  O  loving  daughter  ! 
In  maddest  dream  was  ever  stream 
Could  match  with  Darenth's  water  ? 

"Hark!  'twas  a  troutie's  splash — aha! 

He's  hooked  ;  my  rod  bends  double  ! 
'  A  noble  fish  !  the  pool  afar 

Foams  round  his  stormy  trouble. 
"  He  yields,  he  dies,  a  splendid  prize ; 

O  fair !  O  loving  daughter  ! 
In  maddest  dream  was  ever  stream 

Could  match  with  Darenth's  water  ?  " 

This  old  angler  is  my  brother,  and  it  was  he  who, 
sixty-five  years  ago,  taught  me  how  to  cast  a  fly 
and  catch  trout  in  the  River  Darenth.  He  could 
cast  nearly  as  far  and  as  well  with  his  left  hand  as 
with  his  right.  The  first  half-mile  above  the 
bridge,  at  the  village  of  Darenth,  is  (or  was  from 
1835  to  1848)  covered  on  both  sides  with  alder-trees, 
which  grew  close  together,  whose  boughs  overhung 
the  water,  beneath  which  lay  the  largest  trout ; 
so  we  had  to  cast  with  right  and  left  hand  equally 
well,  or  get  but  few  fish.  We  soon  found  out  that ; 
and  so  we  practised  the  left-hand  cast,  with  the 
result  that  we  could  drop  a  fiy  just  where  we  wanted 
it  to'fall,  and  as  gently  with  the  left  as  with' the 
right  hand ;  and  that  was  one  reason  why  we  got 
better  "jbaskets  of  fish,"  both  in  number  and  size, 
than  many  other'^'fishermen  of  our  day.  My 
lirother,  who  is  inlhis  eighty- third  year,'  says  "  he 
thinks  if  he  went  to^the  Darenth^for  a  day's  trouting 
it  might  brace'him  up,  as  it  used  to'do  seventy  years 
ago "  ;  but  he  little  knows  the  state  of  deca- 
dence that  river  is  in  now.  I  got  a  brace  of  fib. 
trout  in  Muggeridge'sTstretch  of  the  stream  one 
evening  two  seasons  ago  ;  and  a  41b.  jack  with  a 
Hardy's  Halcyon  spinning-fly.  My  brother  parti- 
cularises a  May  day  nearly  sixty-five  years  ago,  on 
which  he  caught  .twenty- two  brace  of  trout  between 
Darenth  Bridge "^and  Eynsford  ;  his  last  fish — a 
2-pounder — he  gotTjust  below  Eynsford  Bridge ; 
that  satisfied  him,  and  he  trudged  off  home  ;  but 
his  creel  seemed  to  weigh  twice  as  heavy  as  he 
approached  home  than  when  he  left  E3Tisford. 

Alfred  Jabdink. 


With  reference  to  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the 
Times  recently,  to  the  effect  that  a  white  whale  had 
been  seen  in  Loch  Striven,  Mr.  E.  L.  Patterson, 
writing  from  the  club-house  of  the  Royal  Northern 
Yacht  Club,  Rothesay,  states  that  it  has  also  been 
seen  up  Looh  Long,  and  that  on  July  25  he  saw  a 
white  whale,  probably  the  same  one,  in  Loch  Goil. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  rmnst  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Henley). — Recent  rains  have  freshened 
the  river,  and  a  foirly  good  stream  has  been 
running ;  but  sport  during  the  holidays  has  been  of 
the  quiet  order,  although  a  numbar  of  anglers  have 
been  out.  Roach  are  feeding  very  badly,  a  dozen 
fish  being  the  best  take  I  know  of,  and  these  being 
taken  during  the  last  half-hour.  A  few  chub  up  to 
31b.  are  being  taken  with  the  fly,  and  som?  nice 
eels  have  been  taken  on  ledger  tackle. — Stanley 
Mjcao. 

Bottisliam  Locks    (Waterbeaoh).  —  Up  to  the 

present  the  silver  and  brown  bream  on  this  stretch 
of  the  Cam  have  been  good,  but  the  excess  of  the 
boating  on  Bank  Holiday  to  some  extent  and  the 
heat  midday  curtailed  sport;  some  few  good  fish 
were  had  up  to  2|lb.  Roach  are  now  after  the 
recent  rains  showing  sport.  Perch  have  been 
prominent,  with  good  takes  up  to  IJlb.  The  weeds 
have  now  been  cut  for  the  t^econd  time  this  season. 
Pike  may  be  sought  for  without  much  annoyance  in 
most  of  the  swims.  Boats  on  the  spot  if  required, 
but  the  bank  angling  is  good  and  dean.  Baits, 
boiled  white  wheat,  brandling  worms,  only  any  use 
at  present.  Largest  bag!^  of  mixed  fish  this  week 
from  81b.  to  141b.  per  rod  a  day. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  Sistriot). — The  water  is  very 
dark  and  somewhat  low,  having  gone  down  con- 
siderably since  the  heavy  rains.  Takei  generally 
have  been  small,  although  some  fin=i  peal  have  been 
captured.  Capt.  Ryan  this  week  landed  a  fine 
salmon  and  half  a  dozen  peal.  In  the  lower  waters 
little  has  been  done.  A  large  number  of  salmon 
were  seen  ascending  the  weir  ladder  on  July 
28  and  29,  On  the  evening  of  Aug.  2  Mr.  E.  Distm 
creeled  a  fine  peal,  and  on  July  28  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin 
had  a  good  basket.  On  the  Harbourne  Mr.  Ackrell 
had  splendid  sport. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Tork). — We  have  had  a  few 
showers,  and  the  water  is  slightly  coloure.i  and  in 
fair  order.  Some  nice  baskets  of  chub  and  dace 
have  been  taken,  but  not  many  roach. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  rains  have  had  a 
good  effect  on  most  of  the  rivers,  and  they  have 
been  thoroughly  cleansed.  Some  fine  fish  have  been 
taken  in  the  Exe  and  Greedy.  The  fact  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained  as  to  the  death  of  many  fish  in  the 
last  named  river. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths). — As  I  anticipated  in  leist  week's  report, 
the  raiu  has  greatly  improved  spoit,  good  catches 
having  since  been  made  by  Mr.  Knowles,  Capt. 
Llewellyn,  and  myself.  On  Thursday,  July  28,  the 
former  got  three  brace,  Capt.  Llewellyn  four  brace, 
and  myself  two  and  a  half.  On  the  following  day 
good  sport  again  prevailed,  all  anglers  getting  good 
catches.  Yesterday  (August  2),  Mr.  Knowles  got 
four  brace,  I  only  got  a  brace  late  in  the  evening. 
The  rivers  are  now  clear,  but  the  fishing  will  continue 
much  better  than  it  has  been,  as  much  rubbish 
has  been  carried  off. — Wm.  Evans. 

£Bk  (Whitby). — Very  little  has  been  done  on 
this  river  during  the  week,  owing  to  the  low 
condition  of  the  water.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  have  only  met  with  indifferent  results.  A 
good  spate  is  much  needed  to  improve  matters. 
Sea  anglers  are  having  capital  sport.  Some  good 
takes  of  whiting,  haddock,  gurnet,  etc.,  being 
recorded. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Salmon  fishing  with 
the  rod  anglers  is  now  very  quiet,  but  the  heavy 
rains  should  improve  matters  generally.  In  the 
Exe  and  tributaries  trout  have  been  taken  early 
and  late  evening  with  flies,  and  up  stream  fine  worm- 
fishing.  A  few  roach  and  perch  have  been  caught 
at  Cowley  and  St.  David's ;  also  some  very  fine  eels 
with  live  and  dead  minnows.  In  the  Exeter  Canal 
some  good  roach  and  perch  have  been  taken  by 
local  anglers  and  visitors  who  are  now  much  in 
evidence.  Some  dace  netting  took  place  in  the  River 
Torridge,  near  Torrington,  some  days  ago.  between 
Taddiport  and  Town  Mills  bridges.  The  distance 
netted  was  about  half  a  mile,  and  641  fish  were 
taken  from  7in.  to  llin.  long.  Several  trout  caught 
were  returned  to  the  water.  Fine  bass  fishing  is 
now  being  had  at  Exmouth,  and  one  of  12^16.  was 
caught  recently,  and  another  angler  had  three, 
average  81b.  each.  Best  time  early  morning  and  at 
night.  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Pollard,  Bastin,  Du 
Schurcherer,  Beck,  Worthy,  and  others  have  done 
well. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntariea. — The  river  opened  on 
Aug.  2  for  pike  and  perch  fishing,  but  down  to  the 
time  of  writing  no  captures  worth  recording  had 
been  reported.  Both  fish  should  be  found  in  good 
condition,  and  a  minnow  or  worm  ought  to  tempt 


the  perch.  The  river  is,  however,  very  bright,  and 
fish  are  off  feed  this  tropical  weather.  The  only 
chance  with  roach  ia  in  the  evening,  but  bream 
fishing  is  best  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. — 
Fzaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Anglingf 
Society's  Waters). — The  bieam  are  feeding  fairly 
well,  and  bag3  varying  from  281b.  to  91b.  have  been 
taken  during  the  last  few  days.  A  few  fine  roach 
have  also  been  taken,  the  best  catch  was  11  lb.  The 
water  is  still  in  good  condition. 

Lowestoft  (Oulton  Broad  and  District). — 
Bronze  bream  are  now  coming  well  on  th"*  feed,  and 
large  takes  are  recorded  daily.  Ths  recent  rain  has 
wonderfully  improved  matters,  and  good  takes  can 
confidently  be  reckoned  on.  Mr.  H.  Woods,  of 
Gro3venor-road,  Lowestoft,  had  a  unique  experi- 
ence on  Oulton  on  July  24.  He  was  ledgering  for 
bream  with  li^ht  tackle,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
drawing  in  to  re-bait  when  his  whole  line  was  run 
out  by  a  powerful  fish.  Thinking  a  pike  had 
seized  the  bait  he  started  playing  it,  but  had  a 
lively  time  for  over  half  an  hour,  and  when  he 
eventually  got  the  fish  into  the  net  he  found  it  was 
a  grey  mullet  of  31b.  weight.  This  is  the  only  case 
on  record  of  grey  mullet  taking  a  bait  on  Oulton, 
for  though  there  are  shoals  of  them  on  the  Broad 
they  cannot  be  induced  to  take  even  the  moat 
tempting  baits.  Perhaps  aome  of  your  readers  who 
have  been  successful  in  taking  this  shy  fish  can 
give  some  hints  as  to  a  likely  bait. — H.  L.  F.  [Has 
"H.  L.  F."  tried  ragworm  ?  It  is  much  the  best 
bait  I  have  ever  tried  for  grey  mullet. — Ed.] 

IsUgg  and  Arrow  (LeoulnsterK  — Both  these 
streams  are  greatly  improved  by  the  late  rain.  A 
few  more  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  tried  fly 
and  wasp  grub,  and  some  very  nice  trout  and  gray- 
ling landed.  So  prospects  for  sport  are  good  if  rain 
keeps  off.    The  Pinsley  is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Plymouth. — The  welcome  spate  arrived,  and 
has  had  a  marked  improvement  on  the  rivers.  My 
daughter  had  a  nice  peal  At  Virtuous  Lady,  on  the 
Tavy,  on  July  28.  It  weighed  just  31b.,  and  was  in 
the  pink  of  condition.  Several  others  have  been 
taken  by  the  regular  attendants,  and  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  on  the  Dart. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  Severn  and  its 
tributaries  are  low,  and  fish  difficult  to  capture, 
though  at  times  chub  and  roach  feed  well.  It  is  in 
the  meres  that  sport  under  agreeable  conditions 
should  now  be  sought,  but  it  is  too  early  for  pike 
fishing.  Perch,  roach,  and  rudd  are  abundant  in 
these  beautifully  .situated  lakes,  and  mixed  bags 
usually  provide  ample  reward  for  the  trouble  of 
obtaining  permission  to  angle  and  undertaking  a 
journey  into  the  country. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech), — The  holiday  visitors  to  this  neighbourhood 
were,  as  in  other  places,  favoured  with  exceptionally 
fine  weather  all  through  their  outing,  and  which 
fine  weather  still  continues,  and  Wednesday  proved 
the  hottest  day  yet  experienced  in  this  locality 
during  the  present  summer.  Monday — Bank 
Holiday — was  an  ideal  day  for  anglers.  Th3  rivers 
are  in  nice  condition,  and  although  not  many  trout 
have  been  taken  some  excellent  sport  was  had  with 
grayling,  pike,  chub,  roach,  perch,  etc. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  has  been  in 
splendid  colour  and  condition  during  the  holidays, 
and  some  very  good  bags  of  fish  have  been  taken, 
more  especially  in  the  d^eps.  Mr.  A.  Webber  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Smith  have  had  bags  of  bream  of  601b.  and 
401b.  respectively,  and  many  anglers  have  had  bags 
of  201b.  and  upwards,  containing  bream  up  to  41b. 
in  weight.  On  July  29  Mr.  H.  Steed  had  a  roach 
among  others  weighing  21b. ,  a  splendid  fish  in  good 
condition.  Tench  up  to  3lb.  have  also  been  taken. 
Brandlings  or  gentles  for  bream,  and  paste  or  caddis 
the  best  baits  for  roach. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. —  Rain 
falling  in  districts  heis  been  of  slight  benefit,  but 
several  hours'  down  pour  is  net  ded  to  improve  streams 
and  rivers.  The  weather  during  the  holidays  was 
fine  but  the  temperature  too  high  to  be  pleasant 
and  sport  generally  not  up  to  expectation.  A  party 
of  Cicestrians  paid  a  visit  to  the  Rother  and  were 
rewarded  with  a  few  carp  averaging  31b.  A  visit  to 
the  AdUr  resulted  in  carp  up  to  5lb.  from  above 
Steyning  and  a  few  dace  from  the  lower  water. 
Chub  weighing  2^\h.  have  been  taken  in  the 
notching  portion  of  the  Ouse,  but  I  have  nothing 
worth  notice  to  record  from  the  lower  portion  of 
the  river.  A  few  baas  have  been  secured  from  the 
Littleheimpton  and  Chichester  harbours.  Mullet  are 
there  but  refuse  all  lures.  Plenty  of  small  fry  has' 
been  caught  in  Chichester  Canal.  Bream  of  14oz.  is 
the  heaviest  I  have  seen,  eels  are  feeding  at  night. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  river 
continues  so  low  that  sport  with  either  salmon  or 
trout  may  be  said  to  be  in  abeyance. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  good  order  for 
fishing.    The  weather  is  still  unsettled  and  angling 
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will  be  good  if  we  get  no  heavy  falls  of  rain.  On 
Saturday  a  good  disli  of  fish  were  taken  with  wasp 
grub  in  the  Teme  below  the  town.  On  Monday  a 
few  fish  were  landed  with  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenliary). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  gone 
down,  and  is  clearing  nicely.  A  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  and  used  fly  and  wasp  grub,  and 
some  very  nice  fish  taken.  With  tine  weather  sport 
should  be  good  next  week. — Wokcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — There  has  been  a  decided  im- 
provement in  the  perch  and  rudd  fishing  during  the 
past  week  ;  the  average  daily  take  has  been  150  rudd 
and  perch  per  rod,  besides  several  pike  per  day. 
Prospects  for  sport  are  very  good  now,  and  a  great 
many  large  rudd  have  been  caught. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  Soath,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Reports  to  hand  of  the  past  week's  fish- 
ing are  very  good,  considering  the  low  state  of  the 
streams  and  the  almost  tropical  weather.  Some 
nice  baskets  have  been  got  on  the  North  Tyne 
One  rod  with  maggot  took  a  particularly  fine  lot 
of  trout,  including  a  splendid  specimen  of  2:^lb. 
A  few  :  have  been  taken  with  fly  in  the  evening, 
large  moths  taking  very  well.  The  Coquet,  though 
very  low,  has  provided  fair  sport  to  the  few  rods 
out.  One  or  two  good  catches  are  reported  from 
Morpeth,  on  the  Wansbeck.  Useful  flies:  Red 
Ant,  Black  Ant,  Coachman,  Governor,  Stone  Midge, 
Orange  Dun,  Red  Spinner. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort.  8  and  10,  Grainger- 
street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  small  rise  last  week  improved 
the  fishing,  as  wiU  be  seen  by  the  report,  but  at  the 
the  time  of  writing  (Aug.  3)  the  water  is  as  low 
as  ever.  On  July  27,  Mrs.  Lister,  one,  141b.,  on 
Parker's  ;  Mr.  Creighton,  one,  81b.,  on  Prioress ;  Mr. 
J.  T.  Davies,  one,  9lb.,  on  Llyny-Lladron ;  Rev.  H. 
J.  Bates,  one,  101b.,  on  Rock  Pool,  On  28th,  Mr. 
R.  Rickards,  one,  101b.,  on  Coed-y -Prior  ;  Mr.  Gray, 
one,  on  Forge.  On  29th,  Mrs.  Lister,  one,  41b.,  on 
Roeid  Pool.  On  30th,  Dr.  Rutherfoord  Harris,  one, 
6lb.,  on  Crows.  The  bailiffs  netted  the  association 
water  on  Tuesday,  and  captured  thirty-five  fish. — 
T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derhyshire). — These  rivers 
are  now  very  low  and  clear,  as  the  hot  weather  has 
again  returned.  After  the  rain  of  last  week  a  nice 
few  fish  were  captured,  the  Wye  yielding  two  and 
three  brace  per  rod,  and  in  one  or  two  instances 
more  ;  the  Derwent  e-lso  afforded  fair  sport,  both 
the  Chatsworth  and  the  Darleydale  portions  of  this 
river  having  yielded  baskets  ranging  from  two  to 
four  brace  of  very  nice  fish,  mostly  grayling. 
Several  members  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association  have  also  obtained  nice  baskets 
of  fish.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland,  on  July  29,  landed  a 
very  good  trout  weighing  ^Ib.,  taken  with  Yellow 
Dun  late  in  the  evening.  The  prosp  ect  is  fairly 
good  for  the  next  few  days,  the  evenin  g  being  the 
best  time.  Useful  flies :  Yellow  Dun,  Ash  Dun, 
Cooper's  Little  Grey  Fly,  July  Dun,  Dotterel  Dun, 
Red  Ant,  Red  Quill,  and  Black  Gnat. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  S-wale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks), — All  our  streams  have  been  running 
very  low  and  clear.  Few  anglers  were  out  this 
holiday  week,  but  have  lial  little  sport.  Sport  has 
aleo  been  quiet  amongst  the  coarse  fish  at  Borough- 
bridge  and  Mjton.  The  thirty-seventh  annual  All- 
England  Angling  Competition  was  held  atiSkipton 
Bridge  on  the  Swale,  when  the  sum  of  £30  was  given 
away  in  prizes.  There  were  over  300  competitors 
First. prize,  H.  Collier,  Leeds.  61b.  loz. ;  second  prize, 
.T.  Card,  York,  5lb.  15oz.  ;  third  prize,  C.  Snowden, 
Leeds,  51b.  6Joz.  The  Knare&borough  Castle  Angling 
Club  held  their  annual  match  at  RoecUffe,  near 
Boroughbridge.  First  prize  fell  to  Mr.  E'.  Kay, 
ilb.  7oz.  ;  second  prize,  W.  Thompson,  21b.  4Joz. ; 
third  prize,  O.  Bell,  21b.  2oz.  Mr.  B.  Whitehouse 
won  the  special  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish.  The 
Wharfe  is  again  running  low  and  clear,  very  little 
being  done  in  the  upper  reaches  at  Kilnsey  and 
Appletreewick.  At  Burnsall  and  Ilkley  a  few  decent 
baskets  of  fish  have  been  takf  n  with  worm  fished 
well  up  stream,  and  minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel  and 
the  "  Wee  Chapman"  spinner.  In  the  lower  reaches 
bottom  fishers  have  done  fairly  well.  Sport  in  the 
Leeds  reservoirs  has  been  good.  An  All-England 
Sweefwtake  was  fished  on  Aug.  1  in  the  waters  of 
Bargate  Drain  at  Boston.  —  John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— The  following  were  amongst  the  many  good 
baskets  since  last  report.  On  July  15,  Messrs. 
Lockwood  and  Fawcett,  on  Loch  Urigill,  sixty 
trout,  18Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Moulton  Barrett,  fifty-three, 
13lb. ;  f>n  July  10,  Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Fawcett, 
.  on  Loch  Cuma,  twenty- three,  lOlb.  ;  on  July  18, 
the  laot  named,  on  Loch  Cama,  one  and  a-quarter 
dozen,  131b.,  and  Messrs.  Holland,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
three  and  three-nuarter  dozen,  151b.;  on  July  19, 
Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Fawcett,  on  Loch  Mheallain, 
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three  and  three-quarter  dozen,  141b.,  and  Major  and 
Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-five 
trout,  91b. ;  on  July  20,  Messrs.  Lockwood  and 
Fawcett,  on  Mheallain,  three  and  three-quarter  dozen, 
151b.;  on  July  21,  Major  and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  three  dozen,  121b.  ;  Mr.  MacDonald, 
on  Loch  Cama,  forty,  151b.,  and  Colonel  Sandford, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-six,  9Jlb. ;  on  July  22, 
Messrs.  Grey,  on  Urigill,  three  dozen,  15lb. ;  on 
July  25,  Mr.  Stamforth,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty- 
five,  7^]b. ;  Major  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Urigill, 
twenty-six,  8|lb. ;  and  Messrs.  Grey,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty-five,  81b.  Weather  has  been  un- 
favourable, but  now  changing  for  the  better. — B. 

Beauly. — The  sport  obtained  by  the  anglers  on 
the  home  beat  of  the  Beauly  during  the  past  week 
has  been  the  best  recorded  for  the  last  week  of  July 
since  a  considerable  period,  the  sport  obtained 
easily  surpassing  that  obtained  on  an^  of  the  other 
northern  rivers.  The  water  has  been  very  low,  so 
low  that  fishing  was  confined  to  several  of  the 
deeper  pools,  but  the  river  so  teems  with  fish  that 
splendid  baskets  were  obtained.  The  sport  for  the 
week  was  as  follows  :— On  July  25,  Mr.  R.  W.  Duff 
had  fifteen  grilse,  aggregating  741b.,  and  Mr.  Phipps' 
party  had  a  nice  salmon  of  81b.  On  July  26,  Mr. 
R.  W.  Duff  had  three  salmon,  averaging  81b.,  and 
Mr.  Phipps'  party  one  of  101b.  On  July  27,  Mr. 
Duff  had  a  grand  basket  of  twenty  beautiful  grilse, 
ranging  from  71b.  down  to  41b.,  and  aggregating 
1181b.,  while  the  Phipps'  party  had  one  salmon  of 
71b.  On  July  28  Mr.  Duff  was  again  very  successful, 
and  grassed  one  salmon  of  81b.  and  ten^grilse,  three 
of  71b.  each,  four  of  6ib.,  two  of  5Jlb.,  and  one  of 
5lb.,  and  the  Phipps'  party  three,  71b.,  61b.,  and 
51b.  On  July  29,  Mr.  Duff  had  two  salmon  of  101b. 
and  71b.  and  two  grilse,  71b.  and  61b.,  and  the 
Phipps'  party  had  two  grilse  of  61b.  each.  On 
July  30  Mr.  Duff  concluded  his  lease  of  these  waters 
with  four  nice  grilse  of  71b.,  71b.,  5lb.,  and  4Jlb., 
the  Phipps'  party  having  three  nice  fish  of  6^1b., 
6pb.,  and  41b.  There  was  no  fishing  on  July  1,  so 
that  in  all  there  were  just  twenty-five  days'  fishing. 
For  the  twenty-five  days  the  total  on  the  home 
beat  was  179  salmon  and  grilse,  a  record  which  it 
will  be  hard  to  beat  in  the  annals  of  northern 
angling.  Large  as  the  total  is,  it  falls  short  of  the 
record  for  this  grand  river,  which  dates  as  far  back 
as  1864,  when  in  five  days'  fishing  the  late  Lord 
Lovat  had  on  the  same  water  146  grilse — namely, 
27,  24,  32,  33,  and  30,  the  dates  being  June  27,  28, 
and  30,  and  July  4  and  5.  Ten  years  ago  201  grilse 
were  landed  in  seventeen  consecutive  days'  fishing. 
In  a  season  such  as  the  present,  when  the  area  of 
the  angler  was  so  confined,  the  takes  can  only  be 
characterised  as  extraordinary.  The  net  fishings 
were  also  very  productive,  and  were  taken  off  for 
the  season  on  July  30.  Higher  up,  Mr.  Wood, 
Eskdale,  and  Mr.  Barry,  at  Struy,  are  having  some 
very  good  fishing. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— There  hai  been  a 
great  run  of  herlings  from  the  Solway  Firth  and 


Tkoct,  Ska-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
sl()ck8  in  the  kingdom.  Si)OciaI  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  ui)  for  all  parts.  Mounted  tly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extia  line  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casta,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  easts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  tirst  quality, 
9d.  each.— .J.  E.  Millkr,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  10,  New 
StatioD-itreet,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


sea-trout  are  numerous  in  both  rivers.  In  the  mid 
reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Adam  Keen,  Rowanburn, 
had  three  sea-trout  and  six  herling  during  a  week's 
fishing.  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  Canonbie,  creeled  nine 
herling  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Steel,  liowholtn,  had  one  soa- 
trout  and  twelve  herling ;  Mr.  Robert  Nelson 
had  throe  aea-trout  and  eight  herling  ;  Mr. 
David  Murray  had  eight  herling ;  Mr.  Elliot 
had  a  good  basket  of  herling  ;  Mr.  H.  B.  Yates 
had  throe  sea-trout  (one  weighing  3lb.)  and  tea 
herling ;  Mr.  Bertie  Yates  had  nine  herling  ;  Dr. 
Belilio  had  three  sea  -  trout  and  twenty  -  two 
herling;  Mr.  Jaa.  Scott,  Canonbie,  had  three 
sea  trout  and  eight  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  caught 
three  sea-trout  and  seven  herling ;  Mr.  Wm.  Murray 
had  two  sea-trout  and  nine  herling  in  the  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Esk ;  Mr.  C.  G.  Francis  had  a  sea- 
trout  of  1  £lb.  in  Langholm  water ;  Dr.  Paterson 
had  several  good  baskets  of  herling ;  Mr.  Bauchope, 
at  a  night  fishing,  had  one  sea-trout  and  eight 
herling  ;  Mr.  McLellan  had  a  good  basket  of  herling 
in  the  double  water  on  the  English  side.  Mr.  R. 
Rainie,  fishing  in  Mr.  Makant's  stretch  of  Netherby 
water,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  81b.,  three 
sea-trout,  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Stubbs 
had  one  sea-trout  and  six  herling.  Mr.  G. 
Hedges  caught  a  sea-trout  of  31b. ;  Mr.  T. 
Edgar,  one  sea-trout  and  a  good  basket  of 
yellow  trout  above  Copshawholm ;  Mr.  Joseph 
J^dine  had  three  sea- trout  in  Kershope  Foot 
water ;  Mr.  R.  Edgar  had  a  basket  of  yellow  trout 
containing  twelve  dozen,  and  at  another  fishing 
seven  dozen  ;  Mr.  W.  Irving,  two  sea-trout.  The 
rivers  are  rurming  low  and  clear,  and  most  of  the 
catches  are  being  made  at  night. — Gilnockje. 

Crinan  Hotel  (Crinan,  N.B.). — Fishing  the 
River  Add  from  the  Crinan  Hotel  on  Aug.  2  Mr. 
Borthwick  (London)  landed  a  splendid  salmon  of 
161b.  Dr.  Gilbertson,  fishing  from  the  Crinan 
Hotel  on  the  Add,  secured  three  fine  grilse  of  71b., 
61b.,  and  51b.— A.  G. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — Rodel  Hou.se. — -The  catch  from  July  25 
to  July  30  has  been  two  salmon,  weighing  olb.  8oz. 
and  41b.  8oz.,  and  twenty-five  sea-trout  weighing 
121b.  8oz.  Finsbay  Lodge. — The  catch  from 
July  25  to  July  29  has  been  forty-one  sea-trout, 
weighing  191b. — G.  D.  Stirling. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland)  . — On  July  25, 
Mr.  Underhay,  on  Loch  Awe,  had  eighteen  trout, 
81b.,  and  one  grilse,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Dwyer,  Loch  Leven, 
two  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Robertson,  Head  Assynt, 
two  grilse,  71b.  and  4:^lb. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  Castle 
Bay,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Ivory,  Skaig,  twenty 
trout,  8^1b. ;  Messrs.  Sheppherd  and  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham, Gillaroo,  twenty-one  trout,  121b.,  heaviest 
31b.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  Lower  Inver,  three  grilse,  2ilb., 
4pb.,  51b.  On  July  26,  Mr.  Sheppherd,  Head 
Assynt,  one  grilse,  3ilb.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  West 
Assynt,  one  grilse,  51b.  ;  Professor  Purdie,  Mid 
Assynt,  fourteen  trout,  Olb.  ;  Messrs.  Cunningham 
and  Sheppherd,  Gruagaich,  nine  trout,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Ivory,  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  4ilb.  On  July  27, 
Mr.  Ivory,  Mid  Assynt,  eight  trout,  41b.  ;  Messrs. 
Sheppherd,  Skaig,  nine  trout,  4ilb. ;  Professor 
Purdie,  Castle  Bay,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  3Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Underhay,  Head  Assynt,  one  trout,  lib. ;  Mr. 
t)wyer,  Loch  Awe,  five  trout,  31b.  On  July  28,  Mr. 
Thomson,  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Ivory, 
Gillaroo,  eight  trout,  41b. ;  Professor  Purdie,  Loch 
Awe,  nine  trout,  41b.  On  July  29,  Mr.  Underhay, 
Hill  Lochs,  one  trout,  lib.  On  July  30,  Mr.  Ivory, 
Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  41b.  ;  Col.  Dwyer,  Traligail, 
twelve  trout,  51b. — W.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.). — Sea- 
trout  angling  has  been  prosecuted  successfully  at 
various  points  on  this  tidal  water.  At  Bonarbridge 
a  number  of  good  creels  of  fish,  averaging  over  lib., 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  MacLennan,  Mr.  Ross  and 
others.  From  Station  Hotel,  Invershin,  Mr.  Ross, 
London,  and  Mr.  LTrquhart,  Tain,  were  out  on 
July  27  for  a  short  time  and  got  seven  trout,  3Jlb. 
In  two  hours  on  July  29  they  had  .five  sea-trout, 
7ilb.  ;  and  on  July  30  thirteen  trout  averaging  ^Ib. 
— B. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  July  25,  Mr. 
Ferguson,  eighteen  trout,  6^1b. ;  Dr.  Archdall,  six, 
31b.  On  26th,  MacNab,  one  grilse,  51b.,  and  one 
sea-trout,  l{lb.  ;  Mr.  Ferguson,  thirty  trout,  9flb.  ; 
Mr.  Murray,  one  ferox,  2Jlb. ;  Dr.  Archdall,  two 
grilse,  e<ch  51b.  ;  Mr.  Christie  (sea),  fourteen  had- 
docks. On  27th,  Mr.  Marshall,  one  grilse,  o\\\>.  ; 
Mr.  Murray  (sea),  one  sea-trout,  2  Jib.  On  28th,  Mr. 
Ferguson  (sea),  twenty-six  haddocks.  On  29tb, 
Mr.  D.  Mackenzie,  seven  sea-trout,  14;J:lb.  ;  Mr. 
Murray,  twelve  trout,  41b.  ;  Dr.  Archdall,  two 
grilse,  51b.,  5ilb.  On  30th,  Mr.  Murray,  one  salmon, 
12  Jib.,  and  one  grilse,  oilb.  ;  ~Mr.  Christie,  one  sea- 
trout,  21b. — J.  Mai  kenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Anglers  have  had  the 
best  sport  here  during  the  past  week  for  nearly  two 
years,  though  most  of  the  usual  frequenters  being 
now  at  their  summer  quarters,  few  have  taken 
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advantage  of  the  revival  in  sport.  The  sky  has 
been  dull  during  most  of  the  week,  latterly  covered 
with  threatening  thunder  clouds  though  little  or  no 
rain  has  fallen,  while  the  breeze  has  been  rather 
light  from  the  east.  It  has  now,  however,  gone 
round  to  the  south  and  south-west.  Fish  are  now 
rising  as  freely  as  in  the  good  old  days,  and  good 
creels  have  been  got  with  the  fly.  Mr.  T.  Lawson, 
Glasgow,  had  twelve  trout,  Kilb.  ;  Mr.  Lewis  S. 
Spence,  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout,  231b.,  nine  of 
his  heaviest  fish  weighed  171b. ;  Mr.  John  Maclean 
and  friend,  Perth,  seventeen,  li)lb.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
McGugan  and  friend,  Glasgow,  fourteen.  141b.  4oz.  ; 
Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  R.  P. 
Wilson,  Markinch,  six,  (ilb.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Tanqueray, 
Mr.  Riddell,  and  Mr.  Davidson,  Edinburgh,  thirteen, 
191b.;  Mr.  Pyatt  and  Mr.  Primrose,  Edinburgh, 
eleven,  121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Tanqueray  and  Mr.  Primrose, 
Edinburgh,  eight,  11  lb.  1 2oz.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy, 
London,  in  the  forenoon,  had  eleven,  81b.  8oz. ;  Dr. 
.lohn  Kirk,  Edinburgh,  fourteen,  141b.  ;  Mr. 
McKinnon,  Boarhills  (three  hours),  four,  41b. ;  Mr. 
L.  M.  Curtler,  eight,  !)lb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  D.  C.  Greig, 
Johannesburg,  and  Mr.  G.  Crease,  Edinburgh, 
ten  ;  Mr.  Taylor  Cameron,  Edinburgh,  six, 
81b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  A.  Graham,  St. 
Andrews,  ten,  61b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Stevenson,  Kelty, 
eight,  101b.  The  August  competitions  will  have 
started  when  this  report  appears,  and  will  be  held 
daily  here  till  the  close  of  the  setison. — Robert 

LAlNti. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.). — Fishint;  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  July  25,  Mr.  VV.  Pile, 
Sutton,  Surrey,  killed  one  sea-trout,  2.|lb.,  and  on 
the  26th,  one  grilse.  <>lb.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  Smith, 
Dundee,  killed  one  grilse,  41b.,  and  some  trout,  and 
Mr.  McLeod  had  a  nice  sea-trout,  weighing  21b.  On 
the  28th,  Mr.  Pile  had  three  grilse,  71b.,  S^lb.,  and 
■  5Jlb.,  and  Mr.  McLeod  had  four  trout,  31b.  On 
the  30th,  Mr.  Smith  killed  a  nice  grilse  of  4ilb. — 

S.  TiLSTON. 

North  of  Scotland.  —  Dee. — Thunderstorms 
have  been  exceedingly  prevalent  during  the  past 
week,  but  comparatively  little  rain  has  fallen,  and 
the  rivers  and  streams  are  smaller  than  ever.  Sport 
is  almost  at  a  complete  standstill  except  in  the 
lochs  where  it  is  often  bright.  The  Duchess  of  Fife 
will  bo  at  Mar  Lodge  in  a  few  days  for  the  season's 
fishing.  Her  pools  are  teeming  with  fish,  and  sport 
there  will  be  good  right  onto  the  close  of  the  season. 
The  Queen  is  expected  at  Balmoral  shortly,  and 
several  of  the  lochs  on  the  King's  property  will  be 
fished  by  Her  Majesty  during  her  stay.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Neumann  are  at  Invercauld  House,  and  Mr. 
Davies  and  party  at  Glenmuick,  where  an  occasional 
fish  is  being  got.  There  has  been  literally  nothing 
got  except  a  few  red  fish  on  any  of  the  pools  above 
Banchory,  and  only  an  occasional  grilse  there  on 
the  Crathes  and  Durris  sections  with  evening  fishing. 
On  the  tidal  waters  finnock  anglers  are  out  in  force, 
the  firstlings  of  the  season  being  found  in  twos 
and  threes.  On  the  Don  at  Pitmedden  the  other 
evening  a  fine  sea- trout  of  3  Jib.  was  got  on  Mr. 
l^indsay's  water  by  his  brother-in-law,  the  peculiarity 
of  the  incident  being  that  such  fish  are  rare  so  far 
up,  and  that  this  was  a  "  maiden  "  cast.  On  the 
Burgh  Kintore  waters  Mr.  CecU  V.  Impey  had 
some  fair  baskets.  On  the  Rubislaw  Bleachford 
Pond,  on  July  30,  Mr.  David  Kilgour,  Aberdeen, 
landed  a  magnificent  brown  trout  of  6:^lb.  With 
the  fine  tackle  it  took  over  forty  minutes  to  land. 
A  very  gratifying  show  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea- 
trout,  especially  the  latter,  are  on  the  east  coast, 
and  at  the  Cowie  fishings  last  week  150  fish  were 
got  at  one  single  haul  of  the  net.  The  season  closes 
on  Aug.  26,  when  some  ninety  netting  stations  will 
be  closed  down,  after  which  the  autumn  salmon 
angling  season  will  commence  in  earnest. — G.  M. 

Overscaig   Hotel    Waters    (Lairg,  N.B.).— 

Since  last  reported  the  following,  amongst  other 
baskets,  have  been  made: — On  July  18,  Mr.  and 
Mrs;  Walker,  Cupar  Angus,  on  Top  Shin,  sixteen 
trout,  l^\b.;  Col.  Bridges,  London,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land,  nine,  61b.  ;  Col.  Sandford,  London,  on  Flag, 
seven.  SJlb.  On  19th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  on 
Mid  Shin,  sixteen,  5 Jib.  On  20th,  Col.  Bridges,  on 
Top  Shin,  seven,  2Jlb.,  and  a  grilse,  4lb. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walker,  on  Lower  Flag,  fifteen,  7.11b.  On 
22nd,  Col.  Bridges,  one  dozen,  Sib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker,  sixteen,  averaging  Jib.  On  23rd,  Col. 
Bridges,  eight  trout,  31b.,  and  a  ferox,  Hb.  On 
25th,  Messrs.  Hardie  and  Joachim,  Edinburgh,  eight 
trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Sparrow,  Shrewsbury,  thirteen,  71b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  twenty-three,  9lb.  On  26th, 
Mr.  Sparrow,  on  Loch  Griam,  seven,  41b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walker,  on  Top  Shin,  sixteen,  61b.  On  27th, 
Messrs.  Hardie  and  Joachim,  six,  51b.,  heaviest  21b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  on  Loch  More,  fourteen  sea- 
trout,  141b.  On  29  th  the  same  boats  had  thirteen 
sea- trout,  121b.,  and  thirteen  trout,  7  Jib.  respectively. 
On  30th,  same  parties  had  nine  sea-trout,  lUb.,  and 
three  trout,  41b.,  respeotivoly. — B. 


South  of  Scotland. — Angling  has  considerably 
improved  in  the  Border  rivers  of  the  Solway  since 
last  week's  report.  The  herling  are  likely  to  keep 
on  running  for  several  weeks  to  come,  but  as  soon 
as  the  nets  in  the  Solway  come  off  for  the  season 
anglers  begin  to  look  over  their  salmon  flie  .  The 
Solway  netting  has  about  a  month  to  run  yet. 
During  the  end  of  last  week  salmon  and  grilse  were 
somewhat  scarce  in  the  nets,  but  there  was  a  bettor 
show  on  Aug.  I  and  2.  Thi;  Annan. — Herling 
are  plentiful  in  the  lower  waters  of  this 
river,  .  but  sport  has  not  been  extra  good. 
Fishing  in  the  .stretch  above  Violetbank  stream, 
Mr.  T.  S.  Tweedie  had  over  a  dozen  herling.  Mr. 
Wm.  Wright  caught  thirtsen.  The  same  angler, 
fishing  in  the  Brewery  water,  took  twenty-three, 
and  at  another,  for  throe  hours'  fishing,  had 
fourteen.  Mr.  T.  S.  Tweedie  caught  seventeen  with 
fly  and  worm  bait  on  Aug.  1.  On  Aug.  2  at 
night  he  had  nine  herling.  Mr.  G.  Tweedie 
and  Mr.  F.  B.  Steel  also  had  several  fine 
herling.  Messrs.  MacDonald,  J.  C.  Thexton, 
Eric  Nicholson,  Jas.  Loudon,  D.  C.  Loudon, 
Wm.  Thomson,  Walter  Ogilvie,  and  other  anglers 
have  also  been  successful  among  the  herling.  In 
the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Alex.  Mackay  had 
some  good  herling.  in  the  Murraythwaite 
portion  Mr.  Mackay  had  a  basket  of  yellow  trout 
and  a  few  herling.  Capt.  Thorburn  had  some 
good  herling.  The  Dumb'rie.s  Nith. — There  are 
plenty  of  herling  in  the  town  waters,  especially 
below  the  Cauld  at  the  town,  but  they  have 
not  been  rising  kt  all  well.  An  odd  sea-trout 
has  been  taken  in  the  middle  reaches  with 
the  fly  after  dark.  In  the  Closeburn  portion 
local  anglers,  as  also  visitors,  have  had 
odd  herling  at  nij.'ht,  and  similar  reports  come  from 
Thornhill  waters. — ^The  Gallowav  Rivers. — 
Angling  has  slightly  improved  in  most  of  the  rivers 
by  fishing  after  dark  with  the  fly. — Ayrshire  Lochs 
AND  RivEBS. — The  sport  on  the  lochs  is  much  im- 
proved, and  some  good  creels  of  yellow  trout  have 
been  had. — He.vthebbell. 

Stafford  Arms  Hotel  (Scourie,  N.B.). — Since 
last  reported  very  good  sport  has  been  obtained.  On 
July  29  it  was  as  follows  : — Mr.  Smith,  Perth,  on 
Loch  Lag-Ard,  forty  trout,  111b.,  Messrs.  Treeby, 
Devon,  on  Clashfern,  three  dozen,  81b. ;  Mr.  Con- 
naclier,  Perth,  on  Loch  G^rm,  eighty,  221b. ;  and 
Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  on  Mid  Chain,  one  and  a  quarter 
dozen,  71b. — B. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinoh  Fishery  (Oalway). — During  last 
week  A.  V.  Willcox  and  party  secured  one  salmon 
(81b.)  and  forty  sea-trout  (one  of  which  scaled  5 Jib.)  ; 
General  Beresford,  sixty-four  sea-trout;  J.  Smyth- 
Pigott,  fifty-seven  sea-trout  and  one  brown  trout, 
3^1b.  ;  J.  R.  Oliver  and  J.  M.  Oliver,  two  salmon 
(8lb.,  91b.)  and  seventy-three  sea-trout;  W.  W. 
Wickham,  fifty-seven  sea-trout.  Total  for  week, 
three  salmon  (251b.)  and  291  sea-trout.  There  have 
been  south  and  south-west  winds  and  heavy  showers. 
— Jock  Scott. 

Banu  and  Tributaries. — A  succession  of 
thunderstorms,  followed  by  heavy  rains,  prevailed 
throughout  the  week,  and  the  tributaries  continued 
in  small  flood.  The  main  river  rose  4in.  and  was 
slightly  discoloured,  but  this  did  not  prevent  the 
fly  being  used  on  all  the  stretches.  A  run  of  salmon 
and  grilse  passed  over  the  weirs,  a  large  proportion 
of  which  reached  the  lake  ;  but  many  of  these  have 
been  caught  in  the  draught-net,that  is  used  at  the 
mouth  of  the  River  Maine.  On  July  28  the  Foyle 
and  Bann  Company  netted  the  river  where  the 
Clady  joins  it  half  a  mile  below  Portglenone,  and 
caught  206  salmon  and  grilse  and  ten  large  trout. 
Dr.  Clements  caught  three  grilse.  5 Jib.,  61b.,  and 
81b. ;  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  MulhoUand,  four,  6lb  ,  6Jlb.,  71b., 
and  81b.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach;  Mr.  Wolff,  M.P., 
twenty  salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from  6Jlb.  to 
151b. ;  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Henderson,  thirteen,  ranging 
from  61b.  to  13 Jib.,  on  the  Caronroe  section. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Heavy  thunder  showers 
flushed  out  the  rivers  in  the  early  part  of  the  week 
and  they  are  in  fair  order.  The  electricity  in  the 
air  is  exercising  a  baneful  effect  on  trouting,  and 
until  it  passes  away  sport  will  not  improve.  Since 
last  notes  a  few  trout  were  killed  on  the  Dams  at 
Woodburn  and  Stoneyford.  Fishing  at  Toome  on 
Aug.  1  Mr.  R.  M.  Comb,  Belfast,  killed  a  pike  16Jlb. 
on  a  spoon.  It  gave  play  for  nearly  half  an  hour. 
A  third  bailiff  has  been  appointed  to  supervise  the 
CO.  Down  lakes  of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  good 
at  pollack,  the  takes  had  during  the  week  averaging 
about  a  dozen  fish  to  each  rod  or  handline. 
-T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — In  con- 
sequence of  the  heavy  rains  which  fell  in  this 
neighbourhood  during  the  last  few  days,  the  river 


rose  suddenly  almost  two  feet,  and  the  water  has 
been  much  discoloured,  and  sport  has  been  poor ; 
but  as  soon  as  the  water  settles  in  a  few  days  sport 
will  be  first-rate,  as  the  river  is  now  a  grand  size 
for  salmon  fishing.  Mr.  A.  Stubbs  landed  two 
salmon  of  151b.  and  7lb.  on  August  1  and  2; 
Mr.  Joseph  Hone  landed  three  salmon  of  161b., 
81b,,  and  71b,,  on  July  27.  28,  and  29;  Mr. 
E.  M.  Calvert,  landed  three  salmon  on  same  dates 
of  91b.,  81b.  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  K.  I'olteney,  two  of  9U). 
and  41b.  ;  Mr.  T  M.  I'ike  landed  a  few  salmon  a^o 
during  the  past  week,  and  the  river  at  present 
contains  a  fine  stock  of  salmon.  The  Master  Craw- 
fords  took  some  fine  trout  on  the  Erne,  during  the 
past  week,  the  largest  three  weighing  7Jlb.,  31b.  and 
2Jlb. — M.  RooAN  and  Sons. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry). — ^This  river  has  been  in  nioe 
order,  but  sport  not  up  to  anticipation.  Mr.  Martin 
had  a  peal  of  61b.,  and  Dr.  J.  Trant  another  of  the 
same  weight.    A  few  sea-trou>  have  been  had. 

Lougrh  Corrib  (Railway  Hotel). — The  weather 
during  the  past  few  days  has  been  most  unsatisfac- 
tory, the  thundery  atmosphere  preventing  fish  from 
rising  freely  to  the  "long  Harry."  Mr.  R.  H. 
Pickering  added  to  his  splendid  91b.  9oz.  trout  ol 
last  week,  caught  on  the  troll,  with  a  nice  brace  of 
trout,  3Jflb  and  2 'jib.  respectively,  caught  on  the 
dap.  Mr.  S.  W.  Soole  and  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Soole 
caught  a  few  small  trout  on  the  dap,  and  a  pike  of 
811)  — T.  F.  Nauohton. 

Lough  Currane.  etc  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  pretty  good  with  sea-trout.  The 
following  anglers  had  from  six  to  ten  sea-trout 
daily  : — Major  Cresswe'l,  Messrs.  W.  P.  McElligott, 
Lescher  (who  had  two  peed  of  71b.  each),  Becker, 
Parsons,  Henderson,  Livingstone,  Goodlake,  Martin, 
Routledge,  Allen,  etc.  Sea-trout  and  peal  continue 
to  arrive. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Fishing 
the  above  water  from  Kilbride  Lodge  are  Messrs. 
E.  Heginboton,  F.  G.  Howard,  and  F.  T.  Young. 
The  above  gentlemen  are  having  fair  sport  on  the 
artificial  fly.  Mr.  Heginboton,  casting  on  July  26, 
got  three  trout,  heaviest,  lib.  On  the  27th,  trolling, 
one  trout,  6  Jib.  On  28th  caught  twenty -one  trout  on 
the  fly,  heaviest,  lib.  On  29th,  six  trout,  heaviest, 
l^lb. ;  on  30th,  four  trout,  heaviest,  IJlb, ;  on  31st, 
three  trout,  heaviest,  IJlb.  F.  G.  Howard,  fly 
fishing  on  28th,  caught  five  trout  ranging  from  lib. 
to  3 Jib.  On  the  30th,  four,  heaviest,  IJIb.  On 
the  31st,  eight,  heaviest,  lib.  F.  T.  Young,  fly 
fishing  on  July  30,  killed  fourteen  trout  ranging 
from  Jib.  to  3|lb.  On  the  31st,  three;  heaviest, 
lib.  Weather  mild  when  writing  (August  4).— P.  S. 

Lough  BXelvin  — The  heavy  rains  discoloured 
the  lake  a  good  deal,  but  on  the  shallow  fhores 
some  fine  trouting  was  enjoyed  by  the  anglers  out 
on  the  lake  generally  during  the  past  week. 
Gillaroo  trout  rose  well  to  the  fly,  and  some  fine 
baskets  were  taken,  the  trout  ranging  in  weight 
from  fib.  to  Iflb.  ;  Mr.  E.  Mulhern  took  a  brown 
trout  of  4Jlb.  on  July  30,  and  at  time  of  writing 
sport  amongst  the  giUaroo  trout  on  the  lake  con- 
tinues good. — M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  now  in  splendid  order.  Mr.  Julian, 
seven  grilse,  351b.  ;  Mr.  Walker,  four,  251b,;  Capt. 
Blosse  Lynch,  eight,  431b.  ;  Mr.  Garvey,  four,  231b. ; 
Dr.  Adams,  three,  171b. ;  Capt.  Pratt,  two,  12Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Macnam,  one,  31b.  Sea-trout  anglers  have  done 
very  well  for  the  week.  A  few  trout  have  been  got 
on  the  loughs.  Lough  Talt  fished  very  well,  best 
basket  for  two  rods  in  one  day  ninety-four,  44Jlb. 
Sport  on  the  whole  is  improving.— Pat  Heabnes. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —Since  last 
notes  Mr.  Scott  killed  three  sea-trout,  3lb.,  21b., 
and  21b. ;  Mr.  Morton,  nine,  on  Dungloe ;  Mr. 
Wightman,  four,  on  same  water;  and  other  takes 
were  effected  on  Tully,  etc  — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Weather  change- 
able, with  variable  winds.  On  Hermitage  the 
fishermen  kUled  one  peal,  71b. :  on  Prospect  Major 
Hawker  killed  two  peal,  5lb.,  51b.— John  Enbight 
AND  Son.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  on  favour- 
able days.  On  one  day  four  anglers  had  two  dozen 
pollack  in  about  four  hours,  and  on  another  day 
five  anglers  caught  279  fish  (principally  gurnard). 
Rock  fishing  has  been  poor. — T.  J .  D. 

Brighton. — Towards  the  close  of  last  week  the 
sea  was  rather  too  choppy  for  boat  anglers,  but 
several  bass  were  taken  off  the  groynes  up  to  about 
101b.  in  weight.  Catches  chiefly  confined  to  pout 
whiting,  flatfish  and  small  congers. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  water  has  been  remarkably 
clear  and  bright  during  the  last  ten  days,  and 
anglers  have  on»  and  all  met  with  very  meagre 
success,  though  variety  has  not  been  wanting, 
specimens  caught  including  pollack,  red  mullet, 
green  wrasse,  John  Dory,  codling,  skulpin,  weever. 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming:  and  trading^  in  the  name 
of  Ogfden.  A  VOII>  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


ES  OGDEN 


JacH  Scott 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANUFACTURERofevery  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN. 

iJa>s.   O^clen's  "  l^ultum   in   P£i>xrvo "   Fly  Rod,  2X/=. 

Ja.s.   O^den's  M'ew  "  Invicta. "   Fly  (x*eglstex*ed),  6/-  pei*  doz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  jn  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


Pittville  Gates,  Cheltenham, 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS  AND  MANUFACTURERS  OF  FIRST- 
CLASS  RODS,  FLIES,  AND  TACKLE. 


8  PRIZE  MEDALS  AND  DIPLOMAS  AWARDED. 


The  "Perfection"  Built  Cane  Multum-in-ParYO 
Trout  Rod,  42/- 

Also  in  GREENHEART  and  BLUE  MAHOE,  8  ft.  to  12  ft.,  21/- 


The  Whole  Cane  Two  Joint  Trent  Rod 


9  ft.  6  in.  and  10  ft.,  Powerful,  Lig-ht,  1 9/ A 

beautifully  balanced,  '^'^ 


SALMON,    GIULSE,    AND   TROUT  FLIES 
for  all  Parts  of  the  World. 

TEsmnaoNXAi:!. 

"  Campden  Hill,  London,  W., 

"  \Uh  June,  1904. 

"  I  may  tell  you  for  your  satisfaction  that  fishing  for  Sea  Trout  late  last  year 
(in  September)  with  one  of  your  Red  Teals  (brother  to  the  one  enclosed  as  pattern), 
and  one  of  your  rather  fine  Grilse  Casts,  my  son-in-law  hooked  a  27  lb.  Salmon, 
and  after  playing  it  in  very  rough  water  in  the  Laardal  River  for  nearly  two  hours] 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  gaffing — it  speaks  well  for  your  tsickle," 

Oo».  (5.  S. 


ANTI "INSECT  BITE 

PRVOR'S  "ANTI-BITE  " 

is  an   absolute    preventive  against   the    bites  of  Mosquitoes,  Gnats, 
Flies,  Midges,  &c. 

A  boon  to  Fishermen,  Travellers,  Motorists,  and  lovers  of  outdoor  sports. 
Pleasant  to  use — quite  harmless. 


DIRECTIONS— Pour  a  little  into  the  palm  and  apply  to  the  face, 
neck,  hands,  and  wrists,  allowing  it  to  dry. 


The  effect  of  one  application  lasts  for  hours.    Users  are  most  enthusiastic. 


In  bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free,  from 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist,  BECKENHAM. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 

(The  Sportsman's  Waterproof ers.) 

SUM  M  ER   WADI NQ, 

The  "Featherweight"  Fishing  Stockings, 

18/6  ;  over  32  in.,  21/-. 

The  "FIELD,"  June  30,  1900,  says: 

"This  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  uot  only  in  the  lightness  of  the  material,  but  in  the 
sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 


The  "  Gossamer  "  Fishing  Jacket,  25/-. 

The  "FIELD,"  April  2S,  1903,  says: 

"  The  little  jacket  is  dressed  outside  with  a  smooth  tovering  of  brown  rubber  ....  and  we 
should  say  that  its  water-excluding  properties  are  beyond  ([uestion  Its  weight  is  only  lb. 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 
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nnd  pouting.  The  few  who  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  secure  a  supply  of  ragworms  have  been 
fairly  busy  among  the  pollack,  and  Messrs.  T.  Sexton, 
J.  Philp,  Newell  and  Curry  have  each  secured  a 
fair  number.  Premier  honours  have  fallen  to  Mr.  T. 
Sexton,  who  on  July  29  secured  a  score  of  good 
fish,  the  heaviest  turning  the  scale  at  311).  A  slight 
spell  of  north-east  wind  would  put  a  little  colour 
in  the  water,  and  matters  would  then  speedily 
improve.  The  extreme  scarcity  of  all  varieties  of 
flatfish  is  a  theme  of  general  comment  among  the 
large  number  of  visiting  anglers  who  daily  patronise 
the  pier.— J.  Rk^hardson  (B.S.A.S  ). 

riley. — Fair  catches  of  salmon  have  been  made 
in  the  bay  by  seine  net  during  the  past  week,  but 
the  weather  has  not  been  very  favourable  for  boat 
n-ngling. — H. 

Ilfracomhe  (Devon).  Good  takes  of  breum 
were  caught  off  the  coast  last  week.  Messrs.  .1. 
Powell  and  James  J.  Joicey,  accompanied  by  Jack 
Barbeary,  fisherman,  on  July  25,  caught  thirty-six 
bream,  weighing  641b.  ;  on  the  2Gth.  one  hundred 
and  three  bream,  12Clb.  ;  on  the  28th,  one  hundred 
and  seventy-six  bream,  1861b.;  on  the  29th,  forty- 
three  bream,  5.5lb. :  on  the  30th,  thirty-five  bream, 
501b. :  three  largest,  61b.,  51b.  12oz.,  and  61b.  8oz. 
Two  rods  only  used,  and  only  three  hours'  fishing 
a  day. 

Plymontlx.— Fishing  of  all  kinds  is  just  now  in 
its  prime.  Pollack  are  very  plentiful  and  large, 
and  the  baas  well  on  the  feed.  Some  fine  takes  are 
recorded  at  the  Yealm,  and  a' so  on  the  Cornish 
coast,  and  at  the  back  of  Drake's  Island  good  sport 
can  be  had  casting  with  the  rod.  Dr.  Hawken,  who 
goes  every  year  to  the  Scilly  Islands,  called  in  on 
his  way  home,  and  said  he  had  caught  1052  pollack 
in  the  five  weeks  that  he  had  been  there.  The 
weather  was  not  of  the  best,  and  several  days  he 
could  not  get  out  at  all.  The  fish  were  all  caught 
with  our  black  spinning  sand  eel  and  "  Challenger  " 
bait,  same  as  Mr.  Walton  used.  A  lot  of  sport  has 
been  obtained  fishing  with  a  spiller,  laying  it  at 
low  tide  as  I  explained  some  time  ago. — William 
Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsey  (Isle  of  Man).— Sea  fishing  still  very 
good.  Sea-bream  and  conger  are  being  caught  in 
large  quantities.  Mackerel  anc^  pollack  are  giving 
good  sport.  Some  boats  have  hi  d  as  many  as 
fifty  dozen  for  the  morning's  fishing.— W.  Cubbon. 


Tenby  (Soutli  Wales). — Mackerel  continue  to 
abound  in  the  bay,  and  exc3ptionally  large  catches 
are  being  made  by  whiffing.  Bass  also  abound,  and 
heavy  takes  are  being  made  dailj'.  Whiting,  pollack, 
gurnet,  and  flatfish  are  also  very  plentiful. — H. 


Jlssoctaftons,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  compatition  at  Amberley  for  the  Amberley 
Cup  and  other  prizes  was  held  on  July  24  last,  and 
was  a  greater  success  than  anticipated — 180  member': 
taking  part — the  result  being  the  Carlton  Angling 
Society  winning  the  cup  with  lUb.  ll£oz.,  the 
united  take  of  two  members;  Dalaton  Angling  Society 
2nd,  with  91b.  ISjoz.,  the  take  of  four  members; 
North-East  Brothers,  3rd,  with  9lb.  13oz.,  the  take 
of  two  members.  Thirty- six  members  brought  fish 
to  the  scales,  total  weight  of  fish  being  811b.  All 
the  prizes  were  won,  Mr.  T.  Smith,  of  the  Carlton, 
being  1st,  with  81b  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  G.  Haye=i,  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  28th,  with 
7Joz.  Mr.  H.  Dutton  wins  Mr.  Duke's  prize  of 
lOs.  (Id.  for  the  largest  roach — namely,  lib.  14:Joz. 
The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the 
Blue  Anchor,  Chance-street,  Shoreditch  ;  the  date 
is  not  yet  fixed.  The  general  committee  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Monday,  August  8,  at  8.30  p.m. — H.  G. 
Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  our  meeting  on  J uly  27  after  the  usual 
business  had  been  disposed  of  a  new  member, 
previously  proposed,  was  elected,  and  another 
proposed.  A  club  competition  took  place  on  Aug.  1 
in  the  Harefield  portion  of  the  society's  water, 
and  the  result  was  Mr.  Crncknell,  1  ;  Mr.  Blagrave*  2  ; 
Mr.  Gobell,  3,  etc.  Members  have  recently  had 
good  shows  of  roach,  especially  Messrs.  Cracknell 
and  Blagrave,  best,  lib.  4oz.,  Mr.  Gobell  has  had 
dace,  best  9^oz.,  and  Mr.  Barnes,  roach,  best, 
lib.  4^oz.  In  the  Rickmansworth  section  of 
the  club  water  Mr.  Pemberton  secured  a  perch  of 
21b.  6oz.,  and  in  the  Uxbridge  section  a  quantity  of 
bream  up  to  2ilb.  have  been  taken.  The  society 
prosecuted  a  man  at  Watford  on  Aug.  2  for  using  a 


drum  net  in  the  Rickmansworth  portion  of  the  club 
water.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty,  an  1  after 
hearing  the  secretary,  who  did  not  press  for  a 
heavy  penalty,  the  magistrates  imposed  a  fine  and 
ordered  the  net  to  b?  given  up.  The  Chairman  of 
the  Bench,  however,  strongly  advised  defendant 
not  to  be  brought  up  again  on  a  similar  charge. 
— E.  B. 

Hjghbury  Angling  Socibty. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  the  weekly  raseting 
on  Aug.  3.  Some  discussion  took  place  as  to  the 
Barford  fishery,  and  it  was  decided  to  have  certain 
swims  cut  for  the  convenience  of  members. 
Arrangements  for  the  Reedham  outing  will  be 
completed  before  Aug.  10,  and  any  member  who 
has  not  yet  notified  his  intention  of  participating 
must  do  so  before  that  date  if  he  wishes  for  accom- 
modation. Mr.  Rayner  has  taken  perch  up  to  lib., 
and  dace  up  to  9oz.,  from  the  Lea;  Mr.  Attwood 
seventeen  dace  up  to  O^oz.  from  the  Kennet ;  Mr. 
Alec  Smith  some  nice  roach  and  dace  from  the 
same  river  :  Mr.  Potter,  from  our  Barford  fishery,  a 
fine  take  of  perch,  all  over  Jib.,  best  fish  lib.  6oz. ; 
Mr.  Dunn,  from  Barford,  roach  up  to  lib.  6oz. ; 
Mr.  Westrup,  between  301b.  and  401b.  of  rudd,  roach, 
and  perch,  but  of  poor  class,  best  fish  a  rudd  of 
lib.— G.  W. 

Eye  (Suffolk)  Angling  Club. 

This  club  fished  their  second  match  of  the  season 
(pegged  down)  on  July  2i>  at  Hoxne  on  the 
Wavenoy.  A  heavy  thunderstorm  marred  the 
enjoyment  and  militated  against  good  sport.  The 
best  takes  were  had  by  Messrs.  D.  Gooderham, 
A.  McQuire,  and  H.  E.  Leggell.— Waveney. 

Herne  Bay  Angling  Assoctation. 

Bass  fishing  still  continues  popular,  and  although 
the  fish  are  very  shy  an  evening  seldom  passes 
without  some  being  caught  under  the  electric  light 
on  the  pier.  On  July  29  one  angler  secured  four 
averaging  over  21b.  each.  On  Aug.  1  Mr.  Edwards 
secured  a  fine  bass  weighing  0  b.  when  fishing  from 
Hampton  Pier.  Some  good  sport  has  also  been  had 
with  roach  in  the  association's  water.  The  local 
association  have  arranged  to  hold  their  annual 
competition  on  Oct.  29,  30  and  31,  when  good  entries 
are  anticipated. — Jo.sei"h  Griiteb. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd 


Daili/  Telegraph  says  :  "Carters  have  earned  a  reputation  for  good  honest  work."       People. — "  Carters  is  the  Best  House  in  Lon<ion 

CARTERS  SPECIALITIES  FOR 


137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  and 

1,  2,  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 

Telephone:  1129  Central.  Telegrams:  " Fishgig,  London." 

Land  and  Water.—"  About  half  the  usual  prices." 

TROUT  FISHERS. 


THE 

"AVON"  BAG 

(Waterproof). 

Maokintoshed  Fus- 
tian, with  extra 
pocket  for  Hy  book 
or  case,  A'c. 

Size  1,  3/6  ;  2,  4/6  : 
3,  5/6  :  4,  6/6. 


THE  "C.H.H."  FLY  AND  CAST  CASE. 


THE 

"LOWNDES"  ROD  (Cane  Built). 

-«frr-j— r 

-l-l-JtJ-  

'  ■  '  '  V  '  '  '  '    '  \g  "J*  ■  ■ 

'  '  V  • 

"     ■    M'  •  

— » 

'      '      '  -/-^ 

'  ■  'J  '  ■■  V  .  .  ■  ■  . 

 g  .»   1    1  1 — 1    ■    V  ■ — «- 

'  V  ■  ■  '  ■ 
-1 — i  1  v  ■ 

lu  two  or  three  pieces  with  two  tops.  8i  feet  to  9ifeet,  £2  lOs.  ;  10  feet  to  12  feet,  £2  15s. 
This  Eod  is  the  highest  class  Split  Cane  on  the  market,  being  light  and  durable,  with  great  casting 
power.  No  better  rod  can  be  obtained.  We  invite  comparison  w  ith  any  on  the  market,  irrespec- 
tive of  price.  Specification  :— Lockfast  Joints,  Cork  Handle,  Close  M'rappings,  Corked  Stoppers, 
Snake  Kings,  LTniversal  Winch  Fittings.    Weight  from  C  to  9  ozs. 


CORFE"  WADERS  (Double  Texture). 


The  best  Wading 
Tiousers  on  the  mar- 
ket,30/-.  The  "Corfe" 
Waders  are  made  of 
the  highest  class  ma- 
terial, aud  can  be 
thoroughly  recom- 
mended. Fitted  with 
Braces  and  Back 
Strap. 


THE  "  DEVON " 
TROUT  BAG 

(Waterproof). 

A    very    Light  and 
Strong    Bag,  which 
will    pack    into  a 
small  compass. 
Sizes : — 

1.  12  in.  by  15  in.  6/6 

2.  131  in.  by  IT  iti.  7/6 

3.  15  in.  by  19  in.  8/6 


SPECIAL  FLY  BOOK.   For  Fly  Casts,  &c 

(SOLID  PIGSKIN.) 


For  r.y  d  Kli(  s,  Cm  t s,  ( ;ut Points, himI  'I  «.  ,v,  i 
7/6. 

TROUT  FLIES. 

Eyed  Hooks,  ar  on  Gut,  1/6  per  dozen. 
Floating  Flies,  2/-  per  dozen. 


THE  "CARTER"  WADING  STOCKINGS 

(Blocked  Feet,  Double  Texture). 
The  l)cst  quality  Wading  Stockings  manufactured. 
All  sizes  in  stock.    Price  18/6.    Brogues  17/6. 


Ci  in. 


5/b 


THE  "  CARTER  "  CUT  CASTS. 

Second  to  none.   All  sizes. 
6/-  per  dozen  (3  yard  lengths). 


Send  for  Illustrated  Price  List  Post  Free. 
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pFovincial  flfigliflg  ]4otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  whole  of  our  three  railway  companies  have 
done  fine  business  with  the  anglers  during  the  late 
holiday;  nearly  every  station  on  the  card  within 
fifty  miles  from  our  city  has  been  visited  ;  some  of 
the  popular  places  were  inundated  with  anglers, 
who  had  to  puc  up  to  great  inconvenience  as  far  as 
sleeping  accommodation  was  concerned.  The 
I  whole  of  the  stations  adjacent  to  the  Avon  were 
I  greatly  patronised.  Bidford,  Salford  Priors,  and 
I  Pershore  beat  all  records  for  number^;  at  the 
latter  place  some  few  contests  were  held,  and  this 
went  to  swell  the  numbers  up  owing  to  largo 
number  of  people  f>erambulating  the  banks,  together 
I  with  the  small  steamers  and  boats  going  to  and  fro. 
i  SmaU  catches  was  the  rule  all  round,  but  those  who 
t  fished  in  the  early  mornings  did  much  better.  The 
i  bream  and  roach  in  the  Avon  are  going  well  at  the 
stewed  wheat.  Bream  and  chub  have  been  taken 
in  fair  quantities  in  the  Stratford  and  Bidford 
portions  of  the  river.  The  Severn  has  been  well 
attended,  and  sport  has  been  good  all  round  ;  since 
the  recent  rains  in  the  upper  reaches  in  the  Shropshire 
district  some  of  our  members  have  had  fine  sport. 
Mr.  Tom  Kimberley  and  Sir.  C.  Hartwright,  fishing 
near  Upton  Magna,  in  six  hours  the  former  angler 
caught  16pb.  of  mixed;  fish  and  the  latter  13|lb. ; 
other  good  catches  have  been  made  jail  along  the 
river  down  as  far  [as  Worcester.  Eels  have  been 
running  well,  and  some  quantities  have  been  taken. 
The  Trent  fishing  has  greatly  improved  since  the 
rain,  and  good  baskets  has  been  the  order  of  the 
day  in  all  the  beat  parts  of  the  river.  Pool  fishing 
has  also  been  good.  Moseley  Old  Pool,  Harborne 
Reservoir,  Olton  Reservoir,  Earlswood  and  Gravelly 
Hill  Reservoirs  have  yielded  some  good  sport.  We 
are  now  having  another  spell  of  fine  weather  which 
will  bring  the  rivers  below  their  normal  level  and 
as  a  consequence  sport  will  deteriorate. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Holiday  anglers  were  out  in  strong  force,  and  the 
waters  being  in  capital  condition — thanks  to  the 
recent  heavy  rains — most  of  them  did  very  well. 
On  Aug.  1  the  weather  was  too  bright  during  the 
middle  of  the  day,  but  those  fishing  early  and  late 
made  some  capital  bags.    Bream,  of  course,  formed 
a  leading  item  on  the  Witham.    Hundreds  of  rods 
from  Sheffield  and  other  places  in  the  north  made 
Boston  their  headquarters,  and  stones  of  bream 
have  been  killed  since  July  30.   One  rod  is  reported 
to  have  taken  sixteen  bream  at  one  sitting,  and  not 
a  single  fish  weighed  less  than   31b.,  while  the 
j  heaviest  weighed  5^1b.    Roach  fishermen  have  not 
been  quite  so  successfult  although  those  who  have 
,  paid  proper  attention  to  ground-baiting,  and  have 
exercised  care  both  in  the  selection  and  manipula- 
tion of  their  tackle,  have  occasionally  made  bags 
varying  from  61b,  to  81b.    The  maggot  has  been 
i  the  most  successful  bait.    Tench  continue  to  feed 
:  freely  in  the  morning,  and,  amongst  others,  a  brace 
'  weighing  C^b.  was  captured  in  the  Forty-foot  on 

tAug.  1.  Subscribers  to  this  water,  however,  have 
mostly  been  in  quest  of  eels.  Bags  of  5lb.,  71b., 
and  81b.  were  secured  on  Aug.  1,  one  prodigious 
specimen  weighing  2|lb.  The  big  garden  worm  on 
a  No.  7  hook  accounted  for  the  best  specimens. 
On  Bank  Holiday  a  big  match  was  fished  on  the 
'  drains  at  Boston.  This  took  the  form  of  an  All- 
England  Sweepstake,  promoted  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Lock- 
wood,  of  the  Sportsman  Inn,  Sheffield,  who  offered 
£25  at  an  entrance  fee  of  23.  each.  The  stake 
money  was  divided  into  twenty-four  prizes,  varying 
from  £6  down  to  5s.  Altogether  350  anglers  took 
part,  and  two  hours'  fishing  was  allowed.  The 
winner  was  G.  Harrup  (Sheffield),  £6,  with  81b.  loz., 
a  most  satisfactory  "  take "  considering  the  con- 
I  ditions.  Other  winners  were :  H.  Webster  (Mos- 
'  borough).  £4,  51b.  ISJoz.  ;  F.  Newton  (Sheffield), 
£3,  41b.  6Joz. ;  T.  Parker,  £2,  21b.  13^oz.  ;  J.  Cook, 
,,  £1  10s.,  21b.  lljoz.;  J.  Newman,  £1  5s.,  21b.  9|oz.; 
A.  Bowley  (Boston),  £1,  21b.  T^oz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

:  Both  trout  and  char 'are  completely  "off"  on 
the  lake,  and  it  is  useless  trying  for  them.  Would 
it  not  be  possible  for  the  Windermere,  etc..  Angling 

•  Association  to  erect  a  hatchery  large  enough  to 
enable  it  to  turn  in  200,000  yearling,  annually,  to 
breed  a  late  rising  trout — that  is,  a  trout  that  would 

•  show  sport  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season  ?  If  this 
could  be  done,  the  value  of  Windermere  would  be 
fjnorrnously  enhanced  as  a  fishing  centre.  Pike  and 
rif;roh  are  doing  fairly  well,  and  baskets  up  to  200 
'  'h  of  the  latter  kind  have  been  taken  per  rod  per 

'»y.    Windermere  porch,  however,  run  small.  On 


the  streams  rain  is  badly  wanted,  sea-trout  cannot 
run  in  any  quantities,  and  brown  trout  are  in  a 
very  slack  way. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Although  BO  close  on  Bank  Holiday,  July  30  was 
a  busy  day  in  the  matter  of  club  and  other  contests. 
The  open  match  at  Leigh  was  a  great  success.  The 
entry  was  satisfactory,  and  in  the  end  the  first  prize 
went  to  Bolton.  Another  event  was  that  of  the 
Wheat  Sheaf  Angling  Society,  Bolton,  fished  in  the 
same  canal.  After  these  two  successful  fixtures 
perhaps  Bolton  Anglers  will  think  better  of  the  "  Old 
Cut  "  and  visit  it  more  regularly.  The  Bollin  is  still 
in  want  of  a  heavy  water,  but  several  good  trout 
are  included  in  the  weekly  report ;  wasp  bait  is  the 
best  just  now  in  this  river.  The  Clifton  Anglers  did 
well  in  their  match  last  Saturday  in  private  waters, 
getting  rid  of  the  six  prizes  offered,  easily. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Bank  Holiday  is  past  and  gone,  but  one  thing  is 
quite  certain,  we  have  had  a  brilliant  time  if  sunshine 
has  anything  to  do  with  it.  The  one  bright  spot  in 
angling  matters  appears  to  be  the  second  stage  of 
the  Moss  Side  Socials  Championship.  To  be  able  to 
say  that  thirty -eight  rods  in  a  club  contest  got  fish 
varying  in  weight  from  31b.  5oz.  9dr.  down  to 
loz.  in  three  hours'  fishing  at  Irlam  is  enough 
to  upset  those  who  went  to  other  waters. 
The  Union  Chapel  Anglers  on  Bank  Holiday  had 
a  good  time  of  it  at  their  contest  on  August  1, 
and  again  Mr.  Leigh  got  licked  by  his  better  half. 
A  few  days  ago  the  same  happy  couple  had  171b.  of 
bream,  of  which  the  lady  claimed  101b.  Mrs. 
"  Charlie  "  will  have  to  show  "  Our  Charlie  "  how  to 
get  good  sport.  The  Royal  Oaks  are  preparing  for 
another  club  contest,  so  satisfied  are  they  with  their 
last  event. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  temporary  rise,  which 
ought  to  improve  sport.  Recently  matters  have 
been  on  the  quiet  sid^.  Few  barbel  appear  to  have 
been  caught,  and  for  these  game  and  resolute  fish 
the  weather  cannot  be  of  too  settled  a  description. 
In  the  Wilford  district — in  Mr.  J.  Webster's  lake — 
visitors  have  done  remarkably  well  amongst  bream, 
roach,  and  pike,  over  a  score  of  the  last-named 
having  been  landed  with  the  live-bait.  One  of 
71b.  odd  actually  fell  to  the  worm.  The  City 
Piscatorials  have  engaged  in  their  second  match  of 
the  season  at  Rolleston.  A  heavy  thunderstorm 
broke  over  the  scene  of  operations,  but  four  of  the 
prizes  offered  for  competition  were  won.  Winners  : 
First,  Mr.  J.  Holt ;  second,  Mr.  T.  Ranford  ;  third, 
Mr.  J.  Beardsley ;  fourth,  Mr.  H.  Vallance.  Wheat 
fishers  are  reported  to  have  excelled  in  the  Farndon 
district. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Woolpack  A.  A.  had  an  enjoyable  three  hours' 
fishing  at  Low  Catton  on  July  30.  The  Derwent 
had  benefited  by  the  late  rain,  there  being  a  little 
fresh  in  the  river.  All  the  members,  with  the 
exception  of  a  novice,  caught  fish.  There  was  very 
keen  competition,  and  the  average  weight  per  man 
was  about  13oz.,  a  very  satisfactory  result  of  three 
hours'  sport.  Hardcastle's  catch  of  31b.  IS^oz.  was 
the  largest.  The  Leeman  Hotel  A.C.  experienced 
very  favourable  weather  at  Wheldrake  Ings.  W. 
Smith's  lot  weighed  41b.  13Joz.,  and  he  took  the 
special  for  the  largest  roach  and  largest  fish.  Three 
hours'  hard  fishing  was  obtained.  The  Bank  Holiday 
was  devoted  to  angling  by  several  clubs.  Clifton 
A.A.  had  a  jovial  time  at  Aldwark,  permission  to 
fish  being  granted  by  Mr,  W.  S.  Hunter.  The 
weigh-in  took  place  in  a  drenching  rain,  and  caused 
a  hasty  retreat  to  the  village  hotel.  Sixteen  rod- 
men  won  prizes,  the  first  being  James  Wood, 
5lb.  13oz.;  D.  Langstaffe,  51b.  9oz.,  was  second. 
G.  Barnes,  eleventh  on  the  list,  secured  two  specials 
for  the  largest  fish — a  chub  of  ll^oz.  The  King 
William  A.A.  visited  Wheldrake  Ings.  On  arrival, 
a  light  luncheon  was  served,  and  at  II  o'clock  the 
party  cast  their  lines,  a  fair  catch,  considering  the 
heat,  resulting.  At  the  weigh-in,  the  first  place  fell 
to  A.  Keech,  whose  fish  scaled  3lb.  15|oz. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport,  on  the  whole,  has  not  been  good,  although 
the  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  in  excellent  condition. 
The  Fountain  Club  had  their  second  contest  on  the 
Avon,  at  Twyning  Fleet ;  the  first  prize  was  won  by 
Mr.  Sid  Webb,  second  prize  by  E.  Hill,  and  third 
prize  by  J.  Harris.  A  few  bream,  from  3lb.  to  5ilb., 
and  a  lot  of  fine  eels  have  been  taken  in  this  river 
with  stewed  wheat,  wasp  grubs,  and  the  worm, 
and  with  the  latter  bait  a  lot  of  good 
perch  have  been  taken  in  the  Avon  and  Severn 
In  the  Severn  Mr.  Taylor  had  a  fine  basket  of  chub 
with  the  maggot  at  Upton-on-Severn.  Mr.  Hooper 
had  also  ten  good-sized  chub  with  the  same  bait^ 


and  Mr.  H.  Williams  thirty  good  roach  with  stewed 
wheat.  In  the  Teme,  Mr.  H.  Lewis  caught  eight 
very  fine  chub ;  Mr.  H.  Thomas,  good  basket  of 
chub  and  dace  with  the  fly ;  Mr.  J.  Jones  caught 
a  capital  lot  of  trout,  grayling,  and  dace  with  the 
maggot.  Others  did  fairly  well  with  the  fly.  In 
private  water,  Mr.  H.  Griffin  had  five  large  perch 
(three  over  lib.  each)  and  four  large  eels  using  the 
worm ;  Mr.  T.  S.  Griffiths,  three  and  a  half  brace 
trout  with  the  fly ;  Mr.  Cooper,  a  few  brace  very 
fine  trout  with  the  worm  ;  Mr.  T.  Prosser  had  good 
sport  in  his  water,  heaviest  trout  l|lb.  ;  Mr.  Martin 
Perks,  Mr.  Loach,  and  others  had  good  catches. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Generally  speaking  sport  has  been  of  a  good 
description  since  last  report.  At  the  principal  sea- 
trout  angling  centres  sport  has  been  maiotained. 
Peal  are  numerous  in  all  principal  waters,  and  have 
afforded  pretty  good  sport  when  the  weather  con- 
ditions were  favourable.  Sea  angling  is  now  in  full 
swing,  and  good  sport  has  been  the  rule.  On  the 
Cork  and  Kerry  coasts  pollack  have  yielded  fine 
sport,  especially  at  Castletown,  Waterville,  Ballin- 
skelligs,  Valentia,  and  Dingle, 


"^ofes  fvom  life  ^oxit). 


Good  grilse  fishing  is  being  got  on  the  Beauly — 
the  only  river  in  the  north  where  really  good 
baskets  are  being  made.  Mr.  Duff,  lessee,  h^  in 
three  days  last  week  forty-eight  grilse,  weighing 
2141b. 


The  salmon  netting  season  on  the  Dee  will  be  an 
average  one,  and  on  the  Don,  if  supplies  continue 
as  they  are,  will  also  be  nearly  as  good.  They  are 
getting  all  the  spoil  in  the  meantime. 


There  is  an  excellent  show  of  sea- trout  on  the 
east  coast  just  now,  and  on  Friday  (July  29)  at  one 
sweep  of  the  net  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cowie,  near 
Stonehaven,  no  less  than  150  fish  were  caught. 

Sea-trout  are  creeping  up  the  Dee,  and  for  some 
six  or  seven  miles  inland  the  pools  are  dotted  all 
over ;  but  only  to  the  night  angler  is  there  any 
response. 


The  rush  to  the  north  has  commenced  in  earnest. 
For  the  next  fortnight  station  crushes,  distracted 
passengers,  and  fiery  porters  will  be  the  order  of 
the  day. 


Princess  Louise,  Duchess  of  Fife,  and  the  Duke 
are  at  Duff  House.  After  a  round  of  parochial 
duties  they  will  come  up  Deeside  for  the  season. 
The  Princess  never  fishes  at  Duff  House,  as  the 
season  is  too  early  for  salmon,  which  she  prefers  to 
trout. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Sutherland  will  be  at 
Dunrobin  towards  the  end  of  August  for  the  months 
of  September  and  October. 


The  Glenmuick  Fishings  and  Shootings  have  this 
year  been  taken  by  Mr.  Dennis,  who  has  just 
arrived  with  his  party.  Glenmuick  adjoins  the 
King's  estate,  and  has  not  been  let  for  some  years, 
and  many  alterations  and  improvements  have  been 
made  on  the  house  and  its  siu:roundings. 

The  next  best  thing  to  seeing  a  tournament  was 
to  read  about  it  in  the  Fifthing  Gazette,  so  fresh 
from  the  pen  of  the  angler  on  the  spot.  The  special 
supplement  of  snapshots  made  the  number  one  of 
the  completest  yet  produced. 

We  caimot  compliment  the  Editor  and  his  staff 
too  highly  on  its  production,  and  wiU  file  it  as  a 
work  of  reference  for  miniature  tournaments  as 
well  as  a  record  of  results.  So  will  others  all  the 
world  over.  Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISOATORIAL  PATENTS} 
Ths  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 

and  66,  Chancery -lane,  London,  E.G. 
3276.  Fishing  reels.  Patentee:  T.  R.  Preedy, 
45,  J  ermyn- street,  St.  James's -street, 
London,  S.W.  Relates  to  a  brake  for 
fishing  reels.  To  the  inner  face  of  the 
fixed  plate  is  secured  a  flat  spring,  having 
on  one  side  of  its  free  end  a  finger-piece, 
which  projects  through  a  hole  in  the 
plate.  A  piece  of  rubber  or  other  suit- 
able material  is  placed  on  the  inner  side 
of  the  piece,  so  that,  by  pressing  this 
piece  against  the  cheek  of  the  drum,  it 
can  be  retarded  as  desired. 
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feet.  Then  she  fetched  the  earthenware  jar  of  un- 
glazed  red  clay  and  filled  it  with  live  charcoal, 
sotting  it  down  to  get  heated  through  while  she 
mixed  flour  and  water  into  dough.  With  the  s  kill  of 
frequent  practice  she  spread  th?  rough  mixture 
three  or  four  inches  thick  all  over  the  outside  of  the 
jar.  While  the  dough  wai  slowly  baked  by  the 
heat  from  the  embers  inside,  Ishta,  patient  and 
docile,  ns  waa  her  wont,  cared  for  the  baby,  gently 
restraining  the  little  truant,  who  would  have 
crawled  away.  Now  and  again,  when  the  baby 
litnbs  moved  quicker  and  achieved  a  few  paces  of 
freedom,  Ishta's  trunk  would  carefully  wind  round 
the  little  body  and  lilt  it  back  to  safety  between 
the  huge  bairiers  of  her  feet,  and  the  tip  would 
gently  pet  and  fond'e  away  baby's  fretfulncss  and 
impatience  at  control. 


FoLLovviNd  liard  upon  the  new  type  of  sleeping 
car  which  the  Midland  Company  introduced  into 
their  fcotch  service  at  the  latter  end  of  1!)03,  that 
company  has  now  placed  in  traffic  new  pattern 
first  and  ( hird  class  dining  cars.  These  cars  have 
been  specially  constructed  to  ensure  smooth  run- 
ning, the  possibilities  of  vibration  and  rolling  when 
running  at  higli  speed  being  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
The  cars  resemble  the  other  new  stock  which  the 
company  haa  been  building  during  the  last  few 
years  in  respect  to  lofty  clerestory  roofs  which 
admit  of  etlicient  ventilation  in  hot  weather,  and 
provide  the  maximum  of  comfort  to  be  obtained  on 
a  railway  journey. 


Whii.e  fishing  at  Eynsham  in  the  water  of  the 
Oxford  Angling  Society  on  Aug.  1,  Mr.  J.  Arnott 
succeeded  in  taking  two  roach  weighing  lib.  14oz. 
and  lib.  13Joz.  respectively.  These  weights  were 
verified  by  the  weir  keeper  at  Eynsham,  and  also 
by  the  secretary  of  the  Bostonian  Angling  Society, 
Dalby-street,  N.W.,  of  which  club  he  is  a  member. 
The  bait  used  was  lobworms.  I A  handsome  brace, 
Mr.  Arnott.    Who  can  say  they  are  not  ?J 


AUGDST. 

Lo  !    August  comes  in  buxom  bloom  arrayed — 

Like  some  proud  mother,  matronly,  yet  fair  ; 
She  says,  "  I  will  mature  but  will  not  fade 

Those  charms  July  left  to  my  watchful  care." 
'Neath  her  warm  ray  will  glow  the  garnished  sheaves 

'Neatli  her  glad  breath  will  bend  the  ripening  corn. 
And  'neath  her  wand  bright  hues  will  tint  the  leaves, 

As  tho'  by  magic  of  some  spell  new-born. 
Her  grace  I  liken  to  an  opening  flower, 

One  that  but  yesterday  was  in  its  bud  ; 
Or  to  a  damsel  that  within  an  hour 

Will  reach  the  brink  of  perfect  womanhood. 
Or  like  the  moon  that  only  she  can  know. 
Which  decks  with  beauty  all  the  realm  below  ! 

— Chas.  F.  Fobshaw. 


On  Tuesday,  August  16,  at  Anderton's  Hotel. 
Fleet-street,  E.G.,  Mr.  Edwin  Drew  (editor  of 
Amusement)  will  give  for  the  first  time  in  public  a 
series  of  new  stories,  impressions,  reminiscences, 
and  sayings  of  him  whose  creations  are  household 
words.  The  whole  will  be  quite  fresh  to  the  listener, 
as  it  has  been  gathered,  in  a  long  tramp  through 
England,  by  Edwin  Drew,  who  has  sought  out  all 
old  friends  of  Charles  Dickens,  and  particularly  in 
Kent,  where  the  novelitt  was  a  hero  indeed.  Edwin 
Drew  founded  the  "London  Dickens'  Society,"  and 
for  fifteen  years,  with  Capt,  Linford  Wilson,  has 
deposited  birth  and  death-day  wreaths  on  the 
grave  in  Westminster  Abbey.  Capt.  Linford  Wilson 
will  recite  from  Dickens,  and,  as  one  whofe 
memories  of  the  good  author  go  back  over  seventy 
years,  his  presence  should  be  of  peculiar  interest. 
The  great  hall  will  he  ventilated  on  this  occasion  by 
"Dubuis'  Riapure"  Ventilators,  which  will  render 
the  room  delightfully  cool.  Commence  at  eight. 
Tickets,  Is.,  2s.,  and  3s ,  of  the  Press  Bureau, 
(i,  Wbitefriars  street.  Fleet-street,  E.C, 


A  SCHOOLBOY  being  asked  by  the  Inspector  to 
explain  the  "  odour  of  sanctity  "  replied  :  A  "  high" 
priest !    Not  bad  for  the  hot  weather. 


A  TwrnT  halo  gilds  the  troubled  sky,  » 
And  gilds  the  heaving  waters  far  and  nigh  ; 
About  me  here  is  some  strange  loveliness 
Which,  as  the  shadows  deepen,  grows  not  less. 
Hark  !    Now,  not  once  or  twice,  but  o'er  and  o'er. 
In  solemn  grandeur  comes  the  deep-voiced  roar 
Of  strong  Atlantic  surges;  where  1  stand 
I  look,  but  see  no  welcome  speck  of  land. 

How  beautiful  is  yonder  distant  sail 
Illumined  yet ;  but  soon  my  eyes  must  fail 
To  trace  its  further  course,  for  it  will  be 
Lost  in  the  glory  of  the  sunset  eea. 

— Mackenzie  Bell*  ■» 

 '   I 

IMany  decades  have  parsed  since  sardines  have* 

appeared  off  the  German  coasts.  According  toj 
reports  received  from  Westerland,  on  the  Island'! 
of  Sylt,  they  have  arrived  there  in  such  enormous  1 
shoals  as  to  inconvenience  bathers.  It  is  not  known  s 
whether  they  hail  from  the  coasts  of  Brittany  orl 
Scotland.  It  is  generally  regretted  that  the  fisher- 1 
men  on  the  island  are  not  suitably  equipped  to  turn  4 
the  circumstance  to  good  account.  S 


It  may  interest  the  enemies  of  the  otter,  whoi^ 
wage  a  persistent  war  against  it  because  of  its  v 
destructiveness  to  fisb,  to  learn  that  this  year  not 
only  are  otters  very  numerous  in  the  River  Ribble, . 
but  the  liver  is  also  uncommonly  full  just  now  of 
trout.    Locally,  however,  there  is  a  belief  that  the 
otter  is  not  particularly  partial  to  trout,  preferring 
the  coarser  fish  and  eels. 


FISHING  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

The  Free  Press  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 
says: — "Advices  reach  us  from  different  parts  of 
the  west  coast  to  the  effect  that  never  were  salmon 
and  trout  so  plentiful  in  streams  and  rivers  as  they 
are  this  year.  We  have  been  reliably  informed 
that  one  sportsman  secured  in  ten  days  over  two 
hundredweight  of    salmon,   besides  innumerable 

trout  We  are  only  now  being  discovered 

as  a  health  resort  and  tourist  country.  Last  year 
we  had  a  large  increase  of  tourists  and  sportsmen, 
but,  judging  from  present  indications,  this  year's 
figures  will  show  a  larger  increase." 


ANGLINCx  AT  LOWESTOFT. 


This  healthy  summer  resort  appears  to  be  (juite 
unknown  to  the  majority  of  anglers,  and  un- 
deservedly, for  it  offers  magnificent  sport  to  the 
lover  of  sea  fishing,  while  the  beautiful  broads  and 
rivers  close  by  offer  equally  splendid  fishing  to  the 
fresh-water  fisher.  Within  a  few  minutes  one  can 
reach  Oulton  Broad,  famous  for  its  yield  of  roach, 
perch,  pike  and  bream;  a  short  row  up  the  broad 
and, the  mouth  of  the  Wavenoy  is  reached,  one  of 
the  finest  rivers  for  all  kiods  of  coarse  fishing  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  During  the  summer  season, 
Lowestoft  harbour  affords  pleasure  and  amusement 
to  hundreds  of  visitors  who  thickly  line  the  landing 
stages,  catchuig  in  vast  quantities  the  silver  smelt 
with  which  the  water  seems  to  be  alive  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  The  early  autumn  biings  with  it  its  remark- 
able cod  and  whiting  season,  which,  as  a  rule,  runs 
well  into  the  new  year.  From  off  its  many  piers  and 
the  north  and  south  beach  some  of  the  finest  fish 
on  record  are  taken.  The  inexperienced  as  well  as 
the  expert  can  always  count  on  good  sport.  Lowes- 
toft, with  its  excellent  hotels,  offers  reesonable  and 
comfortable  accommodation  for  intending  visitors. 
Anglers  to  the  Broads  and  rivers  are  well  catered 
for  at  the  Wherry  and  Lady  of  tho  Lake  Hotel,  at 
Oulton  Broad,  where  boats  and  all  information  can 
be  obtained.  The  railway  companies  issue  cheap 
week-end  and  fortnightly  tickets,  and  offer  every 
facility  to  visitors,  and  anglers  visiting  Lowestoft 
will  leave  it  with  many  pleasant  recollections  of 
good  sport  with  rod  and  line.  Illustrated  booklets 
may  be  had  on  application  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Thomson, 
236,  London-road,  Lowestoft.— A.  Haws. 


TONBRIDGE  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
AND  FISH  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 


The  following  is  extracted  from  the  report  for  the 
season  1902-4  : — The  committee  have  great  pleasure 
in  presenting  the  balance-sheet  for  the  season  1903-4, 
and  8re  very  pleased  to  report  that  the  membership 
has  increased,  notwithstanding  the  very  unfavour- 
able weather  experienced  during  the  past  season. 
The  prizes,  kindly  given  by  the  president,  were 
fished  for  on  August  Bank  Holiday,  1903,  but  owing 
to  the  river  being  in  flood  there  was  not  enough  fish 
taken  to  eecure  same,  and  the  competition  was 
postponed  until  August  Bank  Holiday,  1904.  Prizes 
for  specimen  pike,  roach,  and   bream  were  also 
kindly  offered  by  Messrs.  G.  B.  Punnett,  A.  W. 
Punnett,  E.  J.  Band,  the  committee,  and  sepretaries  ; 
those  offered  for  roach  were  the  only  ones  taken, 
the  following  being  the  successful  competitors: 
Messrs.  J.  G.  Noble.  G.  Harmer,  J.  Ralph,  and  Corke. 
The  very  best  thanks  of  the  society  are  due  to  the 
ripaiian  owners  for  their  kind  help  and  co-operation, 
without  which  the  society  feel  they  would  be  at  a 
great  loss.    The  committee  greatly  deplore  the  loss 
the  society  has  sustained  through  the  death  of  their 
hon.  solicitor,  Mr.  G.  D.  Warner,  and  of  Mrs.  Huntley, 
of  the  Bull  Hotel,  both  of  whom  were  ready  to  help 
the  Eociety  at  all  times  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
The  committee  venture  to  appeal  for  still  further 
suppoit  in  view  of  the  good  work  dene  through  the 
vigilance  of  tho  society's  officers  and  water-bailiff 
in  preventing  poaching,  etc.    The  prospects  for  the 
ensuing  season  are  exceptionally  favourable,  the 
stock  of  fish  being  good.    After  the  payment  of  rent 
of  water,  salary  of  water-bailiff,  printing,  telegrams, 
hon.  secretaries'  postages,  etc.,  there  is  a  good  balance 
in  hard. — Abthue  C.  Austen  and  P'bed  J.  Tanton, 
Hon.  Sees. 


jottings       ti)c  i^ag. 

A  WOMAN  in  India  tells  thia  story  of  an  elephant's 
skill  as  a  nurse  : — "Thou  art  hungry,  doubtless,  big 
mother,"  said  Remmi,  presently,  emerging  from 
the  hut  with  the  baby  in  her  arms.  "  Ishtar,  beau- 
tiful elephant,  take  care  of  baby ;  I  am  going  to  see 
to  your  dinner."  She  put  the  little  restless  brown 
bundle  down  on  tho  ground  between  Ishta's  two 


"  A.  M.  CuMMiNGS,  L.  Langerman,  and  Albert 
W.  Scott,  '  says  the  Satir Francisco  Chronicle,  "have 
just  returned  from  a  three  weeks'  fishing  trip  in 
the  Weber  Lake  district.  Cummings  made  the 
best  one  day's  catch  when  he  took  seventy-four 
rainbow  trout  on  a  fly  from  Lower  Salmon  river, 
the  smallest  weighing  fib.  The  party  fished  Fore- 
dyce  Lake,  Jackson  Creek,  Weber  Lake,  Yuba 
River,  Lower  Salmon  River,  and  Sardine  and  Gold 
Lakes.  The  total  catch  for  the  three  weeks  was 
something  like  600  trout,  mostly  of  the  rainbow 
variety." 


What  is  called  by  old  fishermen  a  "  nine-eyed 
eel,"  says  the  Bristol  Echo,  has  been  caught  in  one 
of  the  Fen  watercourses  in  the  Postland  district  of 
Lincolnshire.  This  unique  catch  was  made  by 
Mr.  W.  Pauley  in  the  St.  James'  Drain  at  Postland. 
about  half  a  dozen  miles  from  Spalding.  The  eel 
in  question  is  the  largest  of  this  species  which  has 
been  caught  in  the  Lincolnshire  fens  for  many 
years.  It  was  26in.  in  length,  and  turned  the  scales 
at  2Jlb.  There  are  two  perfect  eyes,  with  seven 
holes  about  ^in.  apart  down  the  left  side  or  shoulder, 
which  appear  to  be  imitation  of  eyes.  The  curiosity 
is  the  mouth,  which  is  quite  on  the  right  side  of  the 
head,  and  is  round  like  the  neck  of  a  bottle.  When 
alive,  the  mouth  of  the  eel  extended  fully  an  inch 
and  a  half  across  either  way.  It  has  a  fine  set  of 
teeth,  which  are  in  circular  form. 


"What  is  the  war  news  this  morning?"  "As 
nearly  as  I  can  make  out,  the  Russians  and  Japs 
have  had  a  fierce  engagement  in  which  they  pied 
about  a  column  of  type." 


In  summer,  when  the  sun  is  low. 

By  the  still  water-w-ays  I  go  ;  ; 

And,  oh,  the  drip  of  oars  is  sweet 

After  the  traffic  of  the  street  !  ' 

I  glide  by  banks  that  wind  and  wind, 

W'ith  meadow  grass  and  bushes  lined  ; 

In  all  the  world  there  seems  to  be  j 

Nothing  but  water,  sky,  and  me. 

And  far-off  shadowy  trees  that  brood. 

Drowsy  in  twilight  solitude. 

How  wonderful  the  water  is  ! 

The  blue  how  deep  with  mysteries  ! 

On  me  the  calm  of  all  descends  ;  ' 
By  willow-ways  the  water  bends  ; 
A  bat  flits  to  and  fro  ;  and  I 
Float  in  the  dusk  the  rushes  by. 

— Harrold  Johnson. 


Bobby  had  been  staring  at  his  grandfather  for  a 
long  time.  "Well,  Bob,"  exclaimed  his  grandfather 
at  last,  "what  do  you  think  of  my  face  ?  "  "It's 
an  awfully  nice  face,  grandad,"  said  Bobby,  "but 
why  don't  you  have  it  ironed  ?  " 


A  DISTRESSING  drowning  case  occurred  at  Reeds- 
mere,  near  Capesthome,  Chelford,  recently.  Mr. 
Harold  Robinson  and  another  gentleman  from 
Congleton  were  fishing  at  the  mere.  Mr.  Robinson's 
friend  went  to  a  farm  near  by  to  have  some  refresh- 
ment, and  on  returning  found  Mr.  Robinson  lying 
face  downwards  in  the  water,  which]  is  shallow.  It 
is  supposed  that  he  bad  a  fit. 


I  SAID  latt  week  that  I  hoped  to  find  space  for  a 
few  more  lines  about  the  Crystal  Palace  Tourna- 
ment of  July  22  and  23,  but  the  subject  has  been 
so  fully  dealt  with  by  various  writers  and  corre- 
spondents, fs  also  the  results,  with  numerous 
illustrations  of  the  "Hardy"  Tournament  of  July 
28,  that  no  further  remarks  are  necessary  from 

Dragnet. 
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THE  CAMBRIA^f  RAILWAY. 


To  the  question,  "Where  shall  we  spend  the 
Holidays  ? ' '  why  not  in  "  Picturesque  Wales," 
with  its  charming  sea  and  mountain  scenery  and 
bracing  air,  which  is  enjoyable  alike  in  the  summer 
and  winter  months  ? — the  temperature  in  winter  at 
Aberystwyth  and  Barmouth  being  as  high  as  that 
of  the  south-west  coast  of  England  and  France. 
Its  recreative  resources  are  so  varied  and  abundant 
that  the  tastes  of  all  may  be  amply  gratified.  For 
seaside  resorts  there  are  Aberystwyth,  Barmouth, 
Towyn,  Aberdovey,  Criccieth,  and  Pwllheli.  For 
mountaineering  there  is  Snowdonia,  Cader  Idris, 
Plynlimon,  and  Brecon  "Beacons,"  etc.  For  golf- 
ing, Harlech,  Aberdovey,  and  Borth  Links,  each 
eighteen  holes.  Fishing  in  the  waters  of  the  Severn, 
Wye,  and  Dovey,  and  the  numerous  "Uyns"  of 
Wales.  For  cycling,  coach-touring,  or  walking 
there  are  attractions  innumerable.  Express  trains 
and  through  carriages  by  the  Cambrian  Railway's 
route :  remarkably  cheap  fares.  Tourist  tickets, 
available  for  six  months,  are  issued  throughout  the 
year  from  all  the  principal  cities  and  towns  in 
England  to  Aberystwyth  and  the  picturesque  Cam- 
brian coast.  Send  a  postcard  to  the  Traiiic  Super- 
intendent, Oswestry,  for  an  illustrated  pamphlet 
and  list  of  lodgings  and  apartments,  or  obtain  a 
copy  from  one  of  the  company's  stations  or  City 
oflSces. 


BIPORTANT  SALMON  FISHERY 
PROSECUTION. 


At  Whitby  Police  Court,  on  Tuesday  {July  26), 
Henry    Freeman,    Thomas    Langlands,  William 
Richardson,  Robert  Allen,  sen.,  and  Wm,  Corner, 
fishermen,  were  summoned  under  Section  11  of  the 
Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1861,  for  "unlawfully  using  a 
certain  fixed  engine  for  catching  salmon  in  certain 
tidal  waters,  to  wit,  in  the  sea  near  the  estuary  of 
the  River  Esk.  at  Whitby,"  on  various  dates.  Mr. 
Muskett  (of  Wontner  &  Sons,  solicitors,  London) 
appeared  for  ^e  Fishmongers'  Company,  of  London, 
who  laid  the  mformation,  and  Mr.  Percy  Middleton, 
barrister-at-law  (instructed  by  Mr.  T.  L.  Phillips, 
solicitor,  W  hitby),  defended.  Mr.  Muskett  explained 
the  nature  of  the  offence  with  which  the  defendants 
were  charged.    It  was  alleged  against  them  that,  in 
contravention  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  they  fished 
with  nets  which  were  made  stationary.    The  nets 
were  cast  in  shallow  water  near  the  shore,  and 
being  twenty-five  to  thirty  feet  deep,  the  bottom 
part  of  the  nets  being  weighted  rested  on  the  sand 
at  the  bottom  of  the  water.    It  was  further  alleged 
that  the  end  of  the  nets  farthest  out  to  sea  was 
fastened  to  the  defendants'  boats,  which  were  at 
anchor.    Until  the  tide  reached  a  certain  height  the 
nets  never  moved,  and  as  soon  as  they  did  it  was 
the  practice  of  the  defendants  to  take  them  up  and 
come  ashore.    He  (Mr.  Muskett)  asked  the  indulg- 
ence of  the  court  to  add  a  word  by  way  of  justifica- 
tion for  the  intervention  of  an  outside  body  like 
the  Fishmongers'    Company.     One  would  have 
expected  the  case  to  have  been  brought  forward  by 
the  Esk  Fishery  Board,  who  had  jurisdiction  and 
cognisance  of  all  matters  relating  to  that  particular 
river.    Certain  facts  were  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  conservators  in  the  course  of  last  year  by  a 
gentleman  who  was  interested  as  a  riparian  owner 
in  the  fishing  of  the  upper  reaches.    As  a  result  of 
that,  notice  was  given  to  all  licence  holders  that  the 
particular  form  of  using  the  nets  then  in  vogue  was 
illegal,  and  could  not  be  tolerated.    That  was  the 
fastening  of  the  nets  by  means  of  stones.  The 
method  was  altered,  but  the  nets  were  still  fastened 
and  made  stationary.    The  matter  came  before  the 
Fishery  Board  again  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  considerable  feeling  appeared  to  have  been 
introduced  into  the  discussion  of  the  question. 
The  Act  of  Parliament  was  being  regularly  broken, 
and  the  attention  of  tha  conservators  was  once 
more  directed  to  the  fact,  but  they  declined  to 
interfere,  because,  as  he  understood,  their  own 
water  bailiff  had  not  lodged  any  complaint.  It 
therefore  came  to  this — that  if  the  facts  which 
had  been  ascertained  were  to  be  brought  before 
the  Couit  as  the  basi-s  of  a  prosecution,  the  Esk 
Fishery  Board  having  for  reeisons  of  their  own 
declined  to  interfere,  there  vraa  nobody  left  but  the 
individual  referred  to  or  a  public  body  like  the 
Fishmongers'   Company  to  move  in  the  matter. 
The  Fishmongers'  Company  could  claim  to  be  free 
from  any  local  prejudice  whatever,  and  their  sole 
object  was  to  see  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  relating 
to  fishery  matters  was  strictly  carried  out.  The 
two  chief  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  were  Peter 
Mcintosh  and  Thomas  Malcolm,  water  bailiffs  in 
the  employ  of  the  River  Tweed  Commissioners. 
They  said  they  had  come  specially  to  Whitby  to 
make  observations.    Cross-examined  by  Mr,  Mid- 


dleton, they  said  they  did  not  let  the  defendants 
know  they  were  being  watched,  nor  did  they  ever 
warn  them  in  any  way.  They  were  engaged  to 
come  to  Whitby  by  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  of  Lealholme. 
Defendants,  who  were  sworn,  denied  that  the  nets 
were  fastened  to  the  boats  in  any  way,  but  other- 
wise they  practically  admitted  the  accuracy  of  the 
evidence  for  the  prosecution.  William  Luke,  water 
bailiS  in  the  employ  of  the  Esk  Fishery  Board,  and 
James  Handley,  chief  coastguardsman  at  Whitby, 
also  gave  evidence  for  the  defence.  They  said  they 
considered  the  defendants  fished  in  a  fair  manner, 
and  they  could  not  suggest  any  other  way  in  which 
they  could  conduct  their  business  successfully.  The 
defendants  were  all  men  of  respectable  character, 
and  held  salmon  licences  under  the  Fishery  Board. 
Luke  added  that  he  informed  the  Board  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  defendants  fished,  and  he  was 
not  instructed  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 
The  Bench  considered  the  case  in  private  for  fully 
an  hour  before  making  known  their  decision.  The 
chairman  (Mr.  W.  H.  S.  Pyman)  then  said  they  had 
with  much  reluctance  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  nets  as  used  by  the  defendants,  according  to 
their  own  admission,  had  been  made  stationary 
within  the  moaning  of  the  statute,  and  were  there- 
fore "fixed  engines."  Consequently,  they  felt 
bound  to  convict,  but  under  the  circumstances  they 
would  impose  a  nominal  penalty  of  Is.  in  each  case 
and  remit  the  costs.    Notice  of  appeal  was  given. 


SHOALS  OF  DEAD  SEA  FISH. 


The  following  letter  appeared  in  the  Morning 
Post  recently : — 

"SiB, — I  am  a  passenger  by  the  steamer  Loanda, 
one  of  the  Elder  Dempster  Line,  which  left  Liver- 
pool on  June  16  for  the  West  Coast  of  Africa. 
After  a  fine  passage,  and  when  near  to  Cape  Verde 
on  Thursday  last,  June  30,  at  1.46  p.m.,  a  report 
was  made  by  one  of  the  ship's  officers  to  the  mfaster. 
Captain  George  Goulder  Hough,  of  '  breakers 
ahead."  It  was  a  lovely  calm  day,  but  hot,  and  a 
long  white  line  extending  for  a  mile  and  a  half 
across  our  bows  had  attracted  the  notice  of  the 
officer.  On  our  approaching  this  line  it  proved  to 
be  enormous  quantities  of  dead  fish  floating  on  the 
surface  of  the  sea.  Apparently  all  were  of  the  same 
kind,  somewhat  resembling  the  herring,  in  a  state 
of  decomposition.  There  was  being  emitted  a  most 
offensive  smell,  from  which  we  were  glad  to  emerge 
after  twenty  minutes  of  much  unpleasantness. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  vast  quantities  of 
fish  which  composed  this  spreading  putrid  mass 
when  it  is  remembered  that  we  steamed  through  it 
for  three  and  a  half  miles.  The  thickest  shoals 
were  from  Almadi  Reef  to  the  Madaleine  Islands, 
but  when  we  presently  came  to  anchor  at  the 
French  port  of  Dakar,  Senegal,  small  shoals  of  the 
dead  fish  were  still  drifting  past  our  steamer.  On 
mentioning  the  circumstance  there,  though  no 
explanation  could  be  given,  we  heard  that  similar 
visitations  had  previously  occurred,  and  that  an 
epidemic  usually  followed.  Captain  Hough,  who 
has  made  innumerable  voyages  to  the  West  African 
coast,  stated  to  me  that  this  was  his  first  experience 
of  such  a  sight,  and  I  am  personally  able  to  say, 
after  over  fifty  passages,  that  I  have  never  before 
witnessed  such  an  extraordinary  scene.  It  would, 
I  think,  be  interesting  if  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  could  offer  suggestions  calculated  to  throw 
light  on  what  is  at  present  a  remarkable  mystery. 
We  hope  to  arrive  at  Sierra  Leone  to-morrow,  from 
which  British  colony  this  letter  will  be  mailed  to 
you. — Yours,  etc.,       "T.  J.  Alldridge, 

"  District  Commissioner  of  Sherbro, 
"  West  Coast  of  Africa. 
"  Steamship  Loanda,  Konakri, 
"West  Coast  of  Africa. 
"July  5." 


SLAUGHTER  OF  FISH. 


RAIN  CONVERTS  THE  THAMES  INTO  A 
DEATH  TRAP. 


Low  tide  and  a  thunderstorm — this  was  the  fatal 
combination  of  circumstances  that  killed  the  thou- 
sands of  fish  that  were  noticed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames  in  the  early  part  of  last  week.  The 
majority  of  the  victims  were  dace,  though  a  few 
roach,  bream,  and  jack  were  also  observed.  The 
Thames  Conservancy  at  once  instructed  its  in- 
spectors to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  and 
it  is  now  established  with  a  fair  amount  of  certainty 
that  the  heavy  rain  of  July  25,  occurring  as  it  did  at 
low  water,  was  responsible  for  the  heavy  mortality. 
It  is  at  low  water  that  the  fish  swim  down  nearest 
to  the  sea,  for  as  the  tide  rises  they  make  their  way 
back  to  the  upper  reaches.    Just  as  they  were  at 


this  point  on  July  25,  the  deluge  of  storm  water 
rushed  through  the  outfalls  into  the  river,  carrying 
with  it  the  drainage  and  disinfectants  that  had 
accumulated  during  the  hot  weather,  and  destroyed 
the  fish  that  could  not  swim  above  the  source  of 
pollution  into  purer  water.   Daco,  the  most  delicate 
fish,  died  readily  from  want  of  oxygen,  and  a  few 
of  the  coarser  varieties  were   also   caught  and 
suffocated  before  they  could  escape.    The  dead  fish 
have  been  buried  by  the  Conservancy  as  rapidly  as 
possible.     Mr.   R.   B.   Marston,  the  well-known 
angling  expert,  said  in  reference  to  this  disaster: — 
"  After  a  long  drought  drains  and  ditches  get  into  a 
very  foul  condition,  and  when  this  accumulated  filth 
is  suddenly  washed  into  a  river  the  fish  must  suffer 
more  or  lesn.    In  my  experience  the  worst  poisons 
which  get  into  our  rivers  are  refuse  water  from 
gasworks,  bleach  from  paper  mills,  and  waste  from 
chemical  works.     Water  from  gasworks  is  most 
deadly,  and  when  a  district  is  suddenly  visited  with 
such  a  downpour  as  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  the 
regular  channels  for  carrying  off  waste  products, 
there  is  always  the  possibility  that  gas  water  may 
get  carried  into  the  river.    A  little  of  it  goes  a  long 
way,  and  kills  fish  for  miles.    From  the  nature  of  the 
case  it  is  most  difficult  to  get  evidence  to  show  just 
what  did  the  fateful  work,  for  the  storm  which  washes 
the  poison  into  a  river  also  washes  away  all  trace  of 
it  from  the  drains  and  ditches.    The  fish  die  from 
suffocation  caused  by  want  of  oxygen.    It  is  often 
impossible  to  discover  anything  unnatural  in  their 
appearance  except  that  sometimes  the  gills  are  dis- 
tended.   Prevention  is  the  only  remedy.    It  ought 
to  be  impossible  for  gas  and  other  refuse  to  find  its 
way  into  our  rivers,  even  in  times  of  sudden  fiood  ; 
but  with  the  greatest  care  accidents  will  happen, 
and  anglers  cannot  expect  the  community  to  do 
away  with  gasworks  because  they  may  once  now 
and  again  destroy  fish  life.    As  regards  fish  being 
killed  by  thunder  and  lightning,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  they  are  so  killed  occasionally,  but  over  a 
very  limited  area  only,  and  probably  more  from 
concussion  than  from  the  electric  fluid.  In  one  case 
recorded  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  year  many  fine 
trout  in  tanks  at  a  fish-breeding  establishment  in 
Germany  were  killed  by  the  effect  of  lightning, 
while  others  in  tanks  close  by  were  uninjured.  — 
Daily  Mail. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  C.  Staffobdshibe. — Thanks  for  answer. 
Please  see  note  in  answer  to  S.  A.  Saunders. 


Xettets  to  the  lEbftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  TOURNAMENT. 

Dbab'  Me.  Mabston, — I  have  just  seen  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  the  first  illustration  of  the 
Tournament,  that  of  myself  winning  the  lift.  Gin. 
Competition,  is  very  absurd.  The  photographers 
must  have  got  me  when  trying  to  switch  my 
drowned  line  clear,  and  not  when  casting.  Please 
have  it  decently  buried. — Yours  very  truly, 

John  James  Haedy. 

[The  photo  of  Mr.  Hardy  fly  casting  was  the  only 
one  Messrs.  Russell  took.  My  son  took  a  much 
better  one,  which  is  given  in  this  week's  Fishing 
Gazette. — Ed. 


IMPRESSIONS  OF  A  BAIT-CASTER  AT  THE 
CRYSTAL  PALACE  FLY  AND  BAIT 
CASTING  TOURNAjNIENT. 
Dear  Sie, — Born  on  the  banks  of  the  sluggish 
River  Soar  amid  the  rural  surroundings  of  the  vil- 
lages to  be  found  between  Loughborough  and  Trent 
Station,  the  visit  to  the  casting  competition,  held 
in  the  sylvan  grounds  of  the  above,  proved  one  of 
the  most  enjoyable  outings  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
participate  in.  From  an  educational  point  of  view 
of  the  object-lessons  and  the  various  styles  of 
casting  in  the  different  competitions  (I  am  speak- 
ing only  of  Saturday's  events)  there  was  much 
to  be  learnt,  I  should  say,  by  every  competitor. 
The  writer  is  but  a  youngster  in  the  style  of 
casting  in  the  competition  in  which  he  was 
engaged  for  the  first  time  in  his  angUng  career, 
and  I  am  not  ashamed  in  the  least  to  admit  that  a 
sUght  trace  of  nervousness  was  very  perceptible 
during  his  casting  with  the  fight  weight  in  the 
Nottingham  style  open  to  amateurs  ;  and,  while 
speaking  of  this  event,  allow  me  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  tliis  competition.  Your  widely  es- 
teemed paper  in  giving  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
various  competitions  on  June  4,  described  Com- 
petition R  as  float  casting,  Nottingham  style  ;  but, 
strange  to  say,  not  a  single  competitor,  with,  of 
course,  the  exception  of  the  Nottingham  contingent. 


no 
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ANGLERS'   HOTC:]L.S,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  Sets. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

En   Pension  Xevms  only  lOa.  6d.   a  da>y. 

NO  EXTRAS. 

ONIL.Y   BIX    HOURS   FROM  XjONDON; 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Telfy.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  oaught  last  season.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W,  Railway,  7  hours  from  London,  Billiards, 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways," 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot," 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  in  England. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 

Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream. 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs.  caught 
this  season  to  date. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Oulneas  per  week. 
Beat  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  la  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  ynBHSHAM  Pond.Chcrt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS.  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middleaex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stationi.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SizBs  oy  Fish  : 

Pike,  IS  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Budd,  6  Inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tencb,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  i  loch. 

Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  J\me  15.  ^ 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Pircli,  and  Rudd  all  tlie  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  Grf.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8s.  6(i.  per  day,  Sunnner.  Fisliing 
Free.  Scores  of  bis-  fisli  caught  during  the  last 
few  mnntlis.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22i  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

BING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards  ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor, 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
River^  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Nelder,  Proprietor. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Lrch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4-/-  per  day. 
Splendid  T-out  Fishing  r)n  Locli  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  t-id  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  Intiusive. 

B.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


Lougb  Corrib,  co.  G.ilway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEIL,  Oughterapd. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Con  ib,  whi.jh  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— S))ring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abimdance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  capture  d)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,0Q0  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Jlhooting  isn  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  ro>ims,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavato.  "y.  Boats 
always  In  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  mod  erate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  July,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
im  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor, 


BUCK  HOTEL, 

V'ellciw  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  Herllng,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  in  Border  Esk.  Comfortable  Bedrooms, 
Bathroom,  w.c.  Sitting  Room,  and  Uinhig 
Room.  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Cigars  of  genuine 
quality.  Card  of  'i'ariff,  and  particulars  of  the 
Esk  and  its  tributaries,  post  free. — Okoroe  S. 
Grant,  Proprietor.  > 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISUINO  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  (Jullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5«.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.-  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Briiflit,  tracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  aca  coast  and  lake 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sijorting  9  )iole  golf 
links.  Lake  Traflells,  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan,  75 
acres,  arc  now  incliuled  in  projirictor's  fisliing  :  grand 
Trout  and  Percli  Fishing:  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tarilT.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
Kivei  (-'rvgill,  ijest  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1 
A  MOIJEKN  HOUSE.  10  rooms  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea,  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  same  sporting  privileges  as  liotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  sliort  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 


TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  ma  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HURLEY. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 


SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TRODT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnlshed.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9«.  per  day  or  £2  10«.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  6». 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manaokress. 


This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Fero.x  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHING   FREE.  FOSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAV. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excelleucies  the  present 
Loi  d  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  <fec.,  (fee.  First-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casta 
on  the  River  Moy.   With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Pishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires  ;  "  Gulag,  Lochinver." 

MACKENZIE. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandsbire,  N.B. 

MALCOL.M  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  tlie  North  Cbast  of 
Sullierland,  in  one  of  the  Ijcst  districts  of  that 
fain(ius  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  'by  some 
of  the  finest  sccnery.of  the  Higlilan(i,s.  SjileuJid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  I'rout  Mshing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  un  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resoi  t,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
OfUce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


BELL  HOTEL, 

LUANGRWYNEV,  near  ABERGAVENNY. 


The  above  Hotel  affords  every  accommodation, 
especially  tor  Anglers,  there  being  splendid 
.Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  River  I'sk  attached 
tii  the  Hotel,  Llangorae  Lake  also  being  within 
easy  distance.  Posting,  &c.  Telephone,  P.O., 
Crickliuwell,  No.  17.— For  terms,  apply  J.  B. 
YENUOLL,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  In  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myi  iads  of  soafowl.  This  Hotel  lias  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  U)  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  liire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 

SEA    FISHING.  EXTENSIVE  BOATING   AND  HIRING. 


N.B; — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


NJSW   FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Propbibithesb. 


Swan  M{  Temory,  Woroeslersmie. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 
Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Ter^mSf  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


August  6,  1904 


THE  FISHINO  GAZETTE 


cast  in  the  Nottingham  style  at  all,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  for  all  practical  fishing  purposes  the 
coiling  of  the  line  on  the  grass  adopted  by  the 
Thames  fisherman  or  the  more  artistic  method 
adopted  by  casting  from  the  reel  with  a  small 
8ft.  6in.  rjJ  (without  being  in  the  slightest  egotis- 
tical) could  not  possiblj^  compare  with  the  neatness 
and  utility  of  the  cast  adopted  by  the  Nottingham 
men,  and  I  was  extremelj'  pleased  to  hear  the 
remarks  of  some  of  the  best  judges  of  angling,  and 
even  our  fellow  competitors  admit  the  extreme 
gracefulness  of  tlie  cast,  and  especially  was  this 
the  case  with  the  Thames  anglers,  who  appeared 
extramely  anxious  to  learn  of  it  still  further,  and 
no  wonder,  for,  of  course,  as  you  are  well  aware, 
Mr.  Editor,  we  took  away  the  first  prize.  I  venture 
to  say  that  if  it  were  possible  for  a  short  period  for 
the  Thames  fisherman  to  be  placed  on  the  banks  of 
the  Trent,  and  the  Trent  anglers  vice  versa,  the  latter 
would  feel  much  more  at  home  with  his  cast  than 
would  the  former,  who  would  often  find  himself  in 
the  middle  of  a  high  osier  bed,  and  at  other  times 
up  to  the  thighs  in  tliistles  and  nettles  that  would 
be  ver3'  agreeable  companions  for  coihng  his  line 
amongst.  But  still  one  has  to  see,  as  I  remarked 
I  before,  these  different  styles  for  his  own  personal 
I  education,  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  was  delighted. 

The  fly  casting,  although  a  novelty  to  me,  proved 
,  very  interesting,  and  the  extreme  courtesy  of  all 
j  the  judges  and  timekeepers,  coupled  with  the  fact  of 
meeting  with  sportsmen  of  all  classes  who  are 
I  capable  of  competing  and  getting  whacked  one 
i  minute  and  chatting  and  laughing  with  their 
I  victors  the  next,  showing  a  camaraderie  sort  of 
i  spirit  that  would  be  hard  to  beat  in  sportsmen  of 
any  other  class,  and  one  that  sent  the  writer  away 
I  full  of  thankfulness  to  the  organisers  of  our  party 
I  for  the  instructive  lessons  received,  as  well  as  a 
I  glorious  day  spent  amidst  the  sliady  retreats  of 
i  the  magnificent  pleasure-grounds  in  front  of  the 
I  great  glass  palace. — Yours  truly, 

W.   P.  WOOLLEY. 

r   

CASTING  TOURNAMENTS. 

'     Deab  Sib, — May  I,  as  a  fly  fisher  of  over  thirty 
i  years'  experience,  beg  i  small  sp^ace  in  the  Fishing 
I  Gazette  to  warn  your  young  readers  against  what  I 
I  fear  may  be  one  evil  result  of  these  casting  tour- 
I  naments.    To  give  prizes  for  the  cMting  of  a  long 
liae  may  encourage  the  idea  that  to  fish  far  off  is 
to  fish  well.    So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  I 
believe  most  firmly  that  the  direct  opposite  ii  the 
!  truth.    The  man  who  kills  hi%  fish  with  a  short  line 
I  is — other  things  being  equal — the  best  fisherman, 
i  In  fact,  in  my  humble  opinion,  no  one  is  worthy 
of  the  name  of  an  angler  for  trout  until  he  can 
make  a  basket  with  a  line  as  short  as  the  length  of 
his  rod.    When  he  can  begin  to  do  this  he  is  on  the 
way  to  learn  what  angling  is.    This  statement  may 
:  be  supported  by  the  following  reasons  : — 
[      1.  By  fishing  a  short  line  he  learns  that  a  much 
I  larger  proportion  of  trout  that  are  risen  may  be 
I  killed  than  when  a  long  line  is  used. 

2.  To  use  a  short  line  the  angler  must,  under 
most  circumstances,  learn  to  conceal  himself,  and 
concealment  ia  one  of  the  first  rules  of  successful 

'  angling. 

3.  By  using  a  short  line  he  learns  that  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  raise  and  strike  a  trout,  but  the  strike 
mait  be  timed   and  graduated  according  to  the 

'  character  of  rise.  Trout  rise  in  different  fashions 
both  in  river  and  loch,  and  the  strike  must  vary 
accordingly.  Quick  and  sharp  it  ought  to  be  when 
the  fly  is  taken  under  water ;  slower  and  not  so 
sharp  when  the  fish  makes  a  head  and  tail  rise,  and 
Blower  still  when  the  trout  comes  {as  is  sometimes 
the  case  on  a  river  and  more  frequently  so  on  a 
loch)  straight  out  of  the  water  and  takes  the  fly  on 
the  downward  course.  To  strike  quickly  in  such  a 
case  would  be  to  pull  away  the  fly  before  it  was 
taken  ;  to  strike  severely  is  unnecessary  and  danger- 
o\i8  as  the  trout  puts  his  whole  weight  and  the 
momentum  of  his  downward  swoop  upon  the  hook. 
If  the  line  is  held  firmly  the  fish  hookj  itself. 
These  things  cannot  be  noticed,  the  strike  cannot 

'  be  so  easily  graduated  and  timed  with  a  long  line. 

i  With  a  short  line  this  is  not  easy  to  do,  but  it  i-»  at 
1-jast  po.-isible,  and  the  proportion  of  kills  ia,  I  feel 

■  8jre,  much  greiter. 

One  of  the  beet  anglers  it  ever  was  my  privilege 
to]  know  was  one  who  fished  a  short  line,  fished  as 
if  his  life  depended  on  each  cast,  and  concealed 
himself  as  th  )Ugh  each  trout  had  a  hundred  eyes. 
To  see  this  man  creep  down  to  a  river  with  over- 
hanging bankij,  fish  a  short  line  and  kill  trout  at 
hi-i  very  feet,  both  up  and  down  stream,  was  an 
education  in  angling,    it  taught  me  more  than  all 

l!  the  angliog  books  I  have  ever  read. 

'  If  the  old  custom  of  fishing  "fine  and  far"  still 
obtained  there  might  be  some  great  reason  for  these 

.  c  isting  tournaments  ;  but  to  give  prizes  for  long 

'  tasting,  and  that  casting  done  with  rod-i  and  lines 

I  that  no  practical  angler  would  use  when  fishing,  is 


to  run  the  danger  of  fostering  false  ideas  amongst 
our  rising  generation  of  fly  fishers.  On  their  behalf 
I  beg  space  for  this  protest. — Yours  truly, 

THYW.4LLUS. 


THE  TOURNAMENT. 

De.\r  Sir,-jI  agree  entirely  with  Mr.  Gordon 
Duff.  Seven  out  of  every  ten  casts  made  in  the 
fly  casting  competitions  should  have  been  dis- 
qualified for  lashing  the  water  behind  the  caster. 

Had  the  competitors  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tour- 
nament been  fishing  from  the  river  bank,  in  seven 
out  of  every  ten  casts  their  tackle  would  have  been 
hung  up  or  broken.  That  is  not  fishing. 
,>  I  agree  with  you,  sir,  that  a  tournament  may  be 
of  great  value  in  leading  to  an  improvement  in 
rods,  reels,  and  lines.  But  the  improvement  must 
be  in  roris  and  lines  which  are  meant  for  fishing  and 
not  athletic  contests.  We  do  not  want  rods  to 
perform  the  work  of  catupults,  and  therefore  not 
much  good  is  to  be  gained  by  watching  them  per- 
form that  work. 

Every  cast  should  be  as  far  as  possible  a  fishing 
cast.  The  real  object  of  such  a  competition  should 
be  to  encourage  and  enable  fishermen  to  cast  better 
than  they  do. 

By  all  means  let  us  have,  as  far  as  possible,  such 
obstacles  presented  as  are  met  with  in  fly  fishing, 
and  let  us  witness  the  employment  of  the  best 
methods  and  the  exertion  of  the  highest  skill  in 
overcoming  them.  That  should  be  the  foremost 
aim  of  the  fly  casting  competitions  of  the  next 
tournament. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  sir,  oa  your  per- 
sonal share  in  making  the  recent  Tournament 
interesting  and  stimulating,  and  on  the  whole- 
hearted and  able  way  in  which  the  Fishing  Gazette 
has  kept  us  in  touch  with  both  the  preparations 
and  the  accomplishment. — Yours  truly, 

A.  J.  M.-B. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  the  letter  of  "Old  Pax" 
re  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  I  wish  to  state  that 
I  was  one  of  the  competitors  who  turned  a  long 
way  round  when  casting,  and  also  kept  my  eye  on 
the  bait.  "O.  P."  states:  "I  always  keep  my  eye 
near  the  spot  where  I  wish  the  bait  to  strike  the 
water,  and  not  on  the  bait."  So  I  believe  by  that 
he  has  eyes  behind  him,  to  see  how  and  where  the 
position  of  bait  when  making  a  cast.  I  have  seen 
very  few  who  do  not  keep  their  eyes  on  the  bait 
when  casting,  either  professional  or  amateur.  There 
are  three  things,  he  states,  to  accomplish,  but  can 
he  do  them  ?  Those  who  grumble  at  what  com- 
petitors do  when  they  will  not  or  cannot  do  it  them- 
selves ought  not  to  visit  tournaments.  Then,  again, 
"  O.  P."  states  that  the  pressure  put  on  the  light 
bait  was  equal  to  if  not  more  than  that  put  on  the 
heavy  one,  when  it  should  have  been  considerably 
less.  What  does  "  O.  P."  know  of  everybody's 
reels  ?  I  never  could  cast  with  anybody  else's  reel 
so  well  as  my  own,  although  of  the  same  kind  and 
make.  In  my  experience  the  pressure  varies  on 
any  reel,  even  of  the  same  kind.  Another  remark 
"  O.  P."  makes:  "Several  competitors  came  to  grief 
because  they  attempted  to  accomplish  what  they  bad 
neither  the  skill  nor  strength  to  perform."  It  did 
seem  like  that  when  I  lent  my  rod  to  a  gentle- 
man once.  He  made  two  casts  with  it  and  *got 
slightly  tangled  each  time,  and  I  noticed  he  did 
not  keep  his  eye  on  the  bait;  it  would  have 
gone  far  out  of  court  to  the  right  each  cast  if  he 
had  hem  a  competitor.  My  friends  persuaded  me 
to  get  the  rod  from  him  before  there  was  any 
damage  done,  as  I  had  to  compete  in  the  next 
event,  in  which  I  took  first  prize  by  swinging  my 
body  and  keeping  my  eye  on  the  bait.  My  rod, 
which  he  handled,  was  greenheart,  made  by  myself, 
not  shaped  in  the  butt  like  a  split  cane  rod.  It 
weighed  2oz.  more  than  Mr.  Emery's  rod,  which 
was  6in  longer,  of  built  cane,  steel  centre.  My  rod 
was  considered  a  heavy  one  by  tho.se  who  handled 
it,  but  not  by  me,  I  being  used  to  it  and  they  not. 
That  a  rod  which  will  cast  a  l|oz.  bait  wi.l  cast 
a  2|oz.  bait  is  my  experience,  and  I  never  carry 
two  rods  when  one  will  do. — Yours  truly, 

R.  N.  Wellman. 

[•'O.  P."  had  better  mind  his  P's  and  Q'a  unless 
he  is  ready  to  have  a  trial  of  skill  with  Mr.  Well- 
man,  who  is  one  of  the  best  and  straightest  casters 
we  have  seen.  As  far  as  our  experience  goes  the 
great  majority,  after  deciding  where  they  want  the 
bait  to  fall,  turn  to  the  best  position  for  making 
the  cast,  then  they  watch  the  bait  to  see  when  in 
the  swing  back  it  has  reached  the  point  when  the 
swing  forward  should  be  made.  If  the  forward 
swing  is  made  too  soon  or  too  late,  the  whole  cast 
will  he  prt  judicially  affected,  if  not  .spoiled.  "Old 
Pax"  has  had  a  gieat  deal  of  experience,  and  his 
aim  is  only  to  help  forward  the  art.  If  he  i.s  right 
in  hi 4  views  it  may  be  worth  the  while  of  some  of 


our  castors  to  try  his  plan — -namely,  to  keep  your 
eye  on  the  object  and  cast  by  instinct — as  some 
men  shoot.  Certainly,  the  most  extraordinary 
thing  about  the  bait  casting  was  the  fact  that  so 
many  crack  casters  matle  such  awfully  bad  shots — 
out  of  court  and  up  trees,  and  round  the  judge's 
head  at  times.  So  much  was  this  the  case  that  it 
seemed  more  luck  than  science  if  a  very  long  cast 
went  straight.  Often  the  judges  had  to  deduct 
more  than  a  quaitor  of  the  whole  cast  because  it 
was  2.5  per  cent,  out  of  the  straight.  The  fact  ia, 
the  slighte.^t  error  in  direction  when  the  bait  start.s 
makes  a  big  one  where  it  falls,  as  the  deviation 
increases  every  second. — Eo.  J 


THE  TOURNAMENT, 

Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  kind 
remarks  concerning  my  success  at  the  International 
Tournament,  Crystal  Palace.  I  consider  the  thanks 
of  the  whole  fishing  world  are  due  to  yourself  an  1 
the  Committee  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
the  tournament  was  conducted. 

The  Leonard  rod,  SJoz.,  given  by  Mr.  Mills  for  the 
three  best  casts  made  by  an  amateur  in  the  .5joz. 
Fly  Rod  Competition,  and  which  I  won,  is  a  valuable 
weapon.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  killing  Hi  brace  of 
trout  with  it  yesterday,  the  Red  Quill,  largest 
pattern,  being  the  fly  responsible  for  this  success. 
The  trout  were  all  caught  in  the  Sid  ;  they  are  in 
prime  condition,  and  are  at  present  themost  beauti- 
ful  and  most  sporting  fish  I  have  ever  seen  or 
killed. 

If  I  might  suggest  it  I  think  a  competition  for 
fly  rods  of  4oz.  or  under  would  lead  to  a  most  in- 
teresting contest.  You  will  remember  the  excellent 
exhibition  given  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  with  his  4oz. 
rod.  May  I  also  urge  your  various  fishing  corre- 
spondents to  give  the  name  of  the  flies  each  week 
which  are  killing  fish.  It  is  such  a  great  help  to 
anyone  going  for  a  few  days'  fishing  to  any  particular 
river  to  be  able  by  a  glance  'at  the  reports  from 
rivers,  lochs,  etc.,  to  see  the  flies  which  he  must  take. 
For  instance,  some  four  weeks  ago  "Heron"  in 
writing  about  the  Otter  mentioned  a  "Red  Quill 
Black  Gnat."  I  should  never  have  tried  this  fly 
had  I  not  seen  his  notes,  but  I  did  and  killed  eleven 
brace  with  that  particular  fly,  other  men  who  were 
out  getting  but  few  fish.  The  winning  fly  down 
here  is  the  Alder,  small  pattern. — Yours  truly, 
Fred.  G.  Shaw 
(Champion  Amateur  Fly  Thrower). 


TOURNAMENT  NOTES. 

Dear  Sir, — Although  unable  to  be  present  at 
the  Tournament  I  was  much  interested  in  the 
report  contained  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  it 
occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  interesting  to  go 
carefully  through  the  results  and  compare  them 
with  those  which  would  have  been  had  the  original 
idea  of  awarding  the  prizes  been  adhered  to — 
namely,  the  longest  individual  casts,  instead  of  the 
aggregate  of  three,  which  was  afterwards  adopted. 

I  now  send  you  these  results,  thinking  that  they 
may,  perhaps,  interest  you  and  some  of  your 
readers ;  and  might  be  of  use  in  forming  decisions 
for  future  similar  gatherings. 

Of  course,  you  quite  understand  that  I  am 
writing  in  no  carping  spirit,  as  the  results,  no 
matter  how  decided,  do  not  affect  me. 

These  remarks  relate  only  to  the  fifteen  com- 
petitions for  distance.  Of  these,  five — namely, 
A,  B,  D,  E,  and  K — remain  unaffected  ;  the  results 
are  precisely  the  same  from  both  ways  of  judging. 

The  remaining  ten  would  have  been  modified  as 
follows : — 

Competition  C. — A.  McCutcheon  would  have  tied 
E.  J,  Mills  for  third. 

F.  — Instead  of  the  tie  between  J.  Hopkins  and 
R.  Wellman  for  third,  the  latter  and  Hardy- Corfe 
would  have  tied. 

G.  — Here  is  the  greatest  discrepancy.  J.  Bailey, 
who  only  made  two  casts,  would  have  been  first. 
J.  W.  Hemans  second,  with  G.  R.  Scott  third. 

H.  — J.  W.  Manin  (implaced)  would  have  tied  J. 
Bailey  for  third. 

J. — H.  W.  L'ttle  (unplaced)  would  have  been 
third  and  J.  Hopkins  fom-th. 

M.— C.  R.  Hewitt  and  D.  C.  E.  Muir  would  have 
tied  for  second.    W.  Prince  fourth  instead  of  third. 

N.— D.  C.  E.  Muir  and  F.  G.  Shaw  would  have 
reversed  places. 

O. — L  Hardy  (unp'aced)  would  have  won ;  and 
J.  J.  Hardy  and  F.  G.  Shaw  tied  for  second. 

R. — A,  Powell  (unplaced)  would  have  been 
second,  with  H.  W.  Little  third. 

S. — A.  Newham  (unplaced)  would  have  tied  J.  J. 
Hardy  for  second. 

The  results  from  the  two  systems  of  judging  are 
strikingly  similar,  and  in  almost  every  case  the 
maker  of  the  longest  cast  won. 

Into  these  distance  competitions  the  fluke 
element  does  not  enter.    We  may  safely  assune 
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that  a  man  making  a  phenomenally  long  cast  in 
public  has  equalled  or  exceeded  it  before,  and  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  assert  that  he  could  not 
repeat  it.  The  only  luck  we  have  to  contend  with 
is  bad  luck.  One  may  get  hung  up  in  a  variety  of 
ways;  for  instance,  the  reel  may  be  permitted  to 
overrun,  the  line  get  pinched  or  fouled  in  rings ; 
and  if  one  casts  in  Thames  style  we  all  know  what 
is  liable  to  occur.  Of  course,  it  is  easy  to  say  that 
these  little  accidents  should  not  be  allowed  to 
happen,  but  then  all  competitors  cannot  toe  the 
mark  with  the  necessary  sang-froid ;  and  it  seems  a 
bit  hard  that  a  man  should  be  counted  out  because 
of  one  bad  cast,  perhaps  caused  through  nervous- 
ness or  over  anxiety.  That  is  my  only  objection 
to  the  aggregate  of  three  system.  Would  it  not  be 
better  to  allow  three  casts  and  count  the  aggregate 
or  mean  of  the  best  two  ?  Thus  allowing  for  a  foul 
cast  should  the  competitor  be  unlucky  enough  to 
make  one. — Yours  truly,  X.  S.  R. 


TOURNAMENT  NOTES— WASP  POISON. 

Deab  Sib, — The  rod  I  used  in  Competition  M  and 
P  was  »  10ft.  Gin.  split  cane  (Allcock),  weight  12oz., 
also  the  line  and  cast  the  same  as  I  use  in  actual 
fishing. — Yours  truly,  S.  A.  Saundebs. 

[Thanks  for  recipe  for  taking  wasp's  nests,  but 
the  plan  is  too  dangerous  to  recommend,  as  the 
poison,  if  left  in  the  fields,  may  destroy  valuable 
animals. — Ed.] 


HOW  TO  TAKE  A  WASP'S  NEST. 

Deab  Sie, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Maddle  re  the 
above  query.  Provide  a  wine  bottle  and  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  turpentine.  Go  at  night,  introduce  the 
neck  of  the  bottle,  after  rinsing  it  out  with  the 
turps,  into  the  opening  to  the  nest.  Pack  with 
turf  if  bottle  does  not  fit  the  hole  closely  ;  leave  over- 
night. The  attractiveness  of  the  grub  is  not  inter- 
fered with  in  the  least  in  my  experience. — Yours 
truly,  J. 


METHODS  OF  PUTTING  REEL  ON  ROD. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  constant  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  a 
question  through  the  correspondence  columns,  as  I 
should  like  to  hear  a  few  expert  trout  fishers'  and 
your  opinion  on  "  what  they  consider  the  best  way 
of  putting  reel  on  rod,  and  working  same  when 
playing  a  fish." 

Three  of  us  were  having  a  day's  fishing,  and  on 
putting  our  reeb  on  rods  we  noticed  each  one  had 
a  different  way.  We  had  a  discussion,  each  one 
claiming  his  best.  We  all  cast  with  right  hand,  and 
have  our  baskets  and  net  slung  to  our  left  side. 

No.  1  attaches  reel  to  underside  of  rod,  handle  of 
reel  to  right  hand ;  when  he  wants  to  wind  up  line  or 

Elay  a  fish,  he  has  to  change  rod  from  right  to  left 
and  to  enable  him  to  do  so 

No.  2  attaches  real  to  top  side  of  rod,  handle  of 
reel  to  right  hand :  has  to  change  rod  same  as  No. 
1  when  winding  up,  but  claims  he  has  more  power 
playing  a  fish  with  his  line  running  along  top  of  rod 
than  either  Nos.  1  or  3. 

No.  3  attaches  reel  to  underside  of  rod,  but  with 
handle  of  reel  to  left  hand ;  he  claims  he  has  no 
changing  of  rod  from  right  to  left,  and  finds  no 
difficulty  in  winding  up  line,  and  has  the  master 
hand  to  hold  rod  when  playing  a  fish,  which  gives 
him  more  control  over  it,  and  has  not  the  danger  of 
making  a  mistake  whenjchanging  rod  from  right  to 
left  same  as  Nos.  1  and  2.  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation,— Yours  truly.  Novice. 

["Novice"  has  answered  his  own  question. 
There  is  no  "  best  way  "  ;  it  is  a  matter  of  what  an 
angler  finds  most  convenient,  I  personally  prefer 
to  have  the  reel  under  the  rod  with  handle  to  right, 
and  I  think  most  anglers  use  the  reel  in  that  way, 
but  I  should  be  sorry  to  claim  that  it  is  the  best 
way. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  ULLSWATER. 

Dear  Sir, — As  one  who  has  several  times  fished 
Ullswater,  I  have  been  much  interested  in  the  letters 
on  the  subject,  which  have  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  in  reply  to  Mr.  Chambers'  inquiry  in  your 
paper  of  July  2.  As  Mr.  Procter  says,  it  is  now 
rather  too  late  in  the  season  for  the  fly.  The  lake 
fishes  best  in  April  or  early  in  May.  Mr.  Reffitt 
calls  the  fishing  very  poor.  Possibly  he  would  have 
found  it  bettor  had  he  been  at  Howtown  earlier  in 
the  year.  I  was  there  last  year  at  the  beginning 
of  June  (quite  lato  enough)  and  had  very  fair  sport. 
1  had  two  or  three  days  at  Patterdale,  but  there  I 
was  only  very  moderately  successful,  so  moved  on 
to  Pooley  Bridge  to  have  a  couple  of  days  with  my 
old  friend  Captain  Thompson,  alluded  to  Vjy  Mr. 
Cooper  us  the  best  local  professional.    I  can  quite 


confirm  this.  He  was  formerly  captain  of  the 
pretty  little  steamer  that  plies  daily  up  and  down 
the  lake.  He  is  a  pleasant  and  most  intelligent 
man,  and  has  published  a  little  bpok  descriptive  of 
the  flora  of  the  district.  He  is  a  good  fisherman, 
and  knows  every  yard  of  the  lake.  An  angler  who 
secures  his  services  may  rely  imder  his  guidance  to 
be  taken  to  the  best  and  likeliest  wafer. 

Though  not  so  picturesque  I  much  prefer  Pooley 
Bridge  to  Patterdale  for  sport.  The  trout  are  much 
more  numerous  and  the  lake  is  shallower,  and  there- 
foi-e  affords  a  better  chance  for  the  fly.  Any  fisher- 
man visiting  Ullswater  in  the  spring,  especially  witli 
Captain  Thompson  as  his  boatman,  would,  I  am 
fortain,  have  no  cause  to  regret  it.  Our  joint  basket 
for  the  two  days  was  thirty  brace,  fifteen  brace  each 
day.  This  surely  should  be  good  enough  for  any 
moderate  fisherman. 

Of  the  beauties  of  the  lake  I  need  not  expatiate. 
The  scenery  as  you  sail  towards  Patterdale  is 
indeed  grand.  "  Place  Fell,"  "  St.  Sunday's  Cross," 
"  Dolly  Wagon,"  "  Catchedicam,"  and  the  "  Mighty 
Helvellyn  "  form  a  background  of  mountains  truly 
magnificent  ;  I  know  nothing  finer.  I  quite  agree 
with  Hofland,  who  says  in  his  "Anglers'  Manual" 
he  considers  Ullswater  as  the  most  beautiful  of  all 
the  lakes. 

I  had  rather  hoped  I  might  have  revisited  it  this 
year,  but  a  combination  of  untoward  circumstances 
have  quite  prevented  it.  It  is  very  doubtful 
whether  I  shall  ever  fish  the  lake  again,  but,  if  not, 
I  shall  always  have  very  pleasant  reminiscences  of 
many  happy  hours  spent  on  the  bosom  of  what  to 
my  thinking  is  the  queen  of  the  English  lakes. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  T. 


SEA  AND  RIVER  FISHING  AT  WHITBY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  for  the  last  ten  years,  by 
continuous  travelling,  in  search  of  the  most  interest- 
ing place  in  the  world  with  good  "  sea  and  river 
fishing,"  and  have  not  found  it. 

"  Warum  in  der  Feme  schweifen  ? 
Sieh  das  Gute  liegt  so  nah." 

But  is  the  enclosed  advertisement  really  true  ? 
Some  of  your  numerous  readers  may  be  able  to 
inform  me.  Is  there  really  good  sea  and  river 
fishing  to  be  had  at  Whitby  ?  Nothing  would  please 
me  more  than  to  hear  that  it  is  so,  for  in  that  case 
I  need  not  look  abroad  for  what  I  can  find  in 
England ;  but  in  case  the  advertisement  is  not 
correct,  would  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
recommend  me  a  place  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
or  elsewhere  which  has  the  advantages  claimed  for 
Whitby  1 — Yours  truly,  A  Wanderer. 

"London  and  Country  Hotels. 

"  The  most  interesting  holiday  place  in  the  world 
is  Whitby.  Unequalled  Sea,  Sands,  Moors,  Rivers. 
Sea  a,nd  River  Fishing  and  Boating.  Golfing.  In- 
vigorating air.  Locahty  described  by  Sir  Andrew 
Clarke  as  '  The  Engadine  of  England.'  Special 
rail  facihties.    Ample  Accommodation  for  Visitors." 


FISHING  IN  NORTH  DEVON. 

Deab  Sir, — I  am  going  for  a  tour  in  North 
Devon,  mostly  with  the  idea  of  fishing.  I  should 
be  very  glad  if  you  would  send  me  some  particulars 
of  fishing  in  the  district  I  propose  visiting.  My 
idea  is  to  make  my  headquarters  somewhere  about 
Minehead,  but  I  am  not  particular  where  I  stay  so 
long  as  I  can  get  good  fishing,  mostly  trout ;  but  if 
there  are  any  salmon  streams  available  by  ticket  or 
otherwise  I  should  like  to  try  my  hand  at  them. 
Is  there  any  book  which  gives  the  information  I 
desire,  and  if  so  please  tell  me  who  ia  the  publisher? 
If  not,  might  I  so  far  trespass  on  your  kindness  as 
to  ask  you  to  please  send  me  the  information  I 
want — what  flies  are  best  to  take,  and  where  are 
they  to  be  got  ? — Yours  truly,        W.  S.  Guild. 

[I  advise  Mr.  Guild  to  get  Mr.  C.  F.  Wade's 
excellent  little  book,  "  Exmoor  Streams,  Notes  and 
Jottings,  with  Practical  Hints  for  Anglers."  Price,  5a 
Published  by  Messrs.  Chatto  &  Winlus,  St.  Martin's- 
street.  Charing  Cross.  Mr.  Wade  deals  with  the 
salmon  as  well  as  with  the  trout.  With  regard  to 
the  latter,  Mr.  Guild  must  expect  to  find  that  a 
4oz.  fish  is  a  whacker. — Ed.] 


There  is  also  a  small  river  about  four  miles  from 
Ilfracombe ;  leave  must  be  obtained  from  Sir  A. 
Chichester  and  Major  Harding. — Yours  truly, 
Plymouth.   "  William  Heardee.  , 


FISHING  IN  LOCH  FYNE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  not  fished  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Loch  Fyne,  but  it  may  be  of  use  to 
"  Grouse  "  to  know  that  sea-trout  will  take  a  fly  aa 
freely  in  salt  water  as  in  fresh,  and  if  he  sees  any 
jumping  he  may  be  quite  certain  they  will  take. 
They  are  usUally  found  close  to  the  shore,  and  may 
be  got  either  by  wading  or  from  a  boat.  A  largo 
hook  (No.  8  or  7,  Limerick)  is  best,  with  a  silver 
body,  and  the  gut  should  be  strong  as  the  seaweed 
is  sometimes  a  nuisance.  The  fish  take  best  with  a 
rising  tide  and  i  n  the  evening.  Large  streams 
allow  them  to  get  up  easily,  so  the  fishing  is  beat 
where  the  streams  are  small.  When  a  burn  cornea 
down  in  flood  the  fish  gather  at  the  mouth  of  it, 
and  splendid  sport  may  be  got. — Yours  truly. 

Medico. 


FISHING  IN  THE  SULBY  RIVER. 

Dear  Sib,  —  Your  correppondent,  Mr.  Vahey, 
must  obtain  a  "  licence  to  kill  salmon  and  other 
fish,  with  rod  and  line  only,"  from  the  distributing 
agent,  Mr.  W.  Cubbon,  of  Parliament  -  street, 
Ramsey.  The  cost  is  only  28.  6d.  per  week,  5s.  per 
month,  or  10s.  6d.  for  the  whole  season;  and  for 
this  practically  all  the  waters  of  the  island  can  be 
fished. 

Brown  trout  are  very  numerous,  but  of  small 
average  size.  Small  eels  and  flounders'  are  plentiful, 
and  troublesome.  Sea-trout  and  salmon  were  just 
beginning  to  run  up  in  fair  numbers  when  I  left 
last  week.  The  best  flies  during  this  visit  were  the 
Waterhen  and  a  Cinnamon,  but  the  takes  were 
small,  and  almost  invariably  returned. 

Swimming  the  maggot  in  the  deeps  in  the  early 
evenings  was  productive  of  the  beat  aport. 

Wading  is  quite  unnecessary,  and,  indeed,  in  the 
lower  reaches  below  Lezayre  is  impossible,  as  the 
river  then  consists  of  a  succession  of  long,  deep, 
sluggish  pools,  fringed  with  reeds,  rushes,  and  other 
water-loving  plants. 

If  Mr.  Vahey  is  not  midge- proof,  he  will  be  well 
advised  if  he  provide  himself  with  one  of  the 
lotions  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Youra 
truly,  J. 


REPORTS  FROM  THE  IRISH  ERNE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  much  regret  that  in  the  report  of 
the  Erne  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  July  23  the  catch  of  Mr.  S.  Thomas  is  not 
accurately  given,  he  being  credited  with  killing  a 
larger  number  of  salmon  than  he  really  killed.  The 
report  in  question  was  obtained  from  a  source  which 
I  had  hitherto  found  correct.  I  beg  to  apologise 
for  the  error  in  question,  knowing  that  such  exag- 
gerations really  do  more  harm  than  good,  not  to 
speak  of  injury  to  the  papers  in  which  they  appear. 
— Yours  truly,  J.  A.  B. 


THE  TALLEST  IN  SEVENTY-SEVEN  YEARS. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — During  the  seventy-seven 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  I  caught  my  first  trout 
I  have  read  and  heard  of  a  good  many  tall  fishing 
stories,  but  I  think  Mr.  Piatt's  tale  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  July  23  of  the  bereaved  husband  post- 
poning his  wife's  funeral  and  making  off  across  the 
fields  to  his  favourite  "  wurrum  "  water  takes  the 
cake  ! — Yours  truly,  Thos.  Aitken. 

Nivingston,  Eanross,  N.B. 

WASP  GRUBS  AND  SECRETS. 

"Dear  Sib  and  Editor, — This  secret  of  mine 
mite  be  of  use  to  the  readers  of  this  paper  how  to 
keep  wasp  cakes  from  this  season  till  spring  next 
year  i  catch  beutfuU  trout  in  springtime  before 
their  can  be  enny  wasp  maget  to  be  found  any 
read  of  this  paper  by  sending  to  my  adress  ;  many 
year  secret  of  mine.     "Mr.  Jonathan  Thomas. 

"  Moss-road,  near  Wrexham, 
"  Dembershire." 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  YORKSHIRE  WANTED. 


FISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 
Deab  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
J.  A.  P.  Crompton,  there  is  good  sea  f&hing  at 
Ilfracombe,  either  from  pier  or  boat — cod,  conger, 
bass,  bream,  and  pollack.  The  bass  and  pollack 
are  best  taken  by  spinning  either  the  Piano-Convex 
minnow  or  the  spinning  sand-eel,  and  the  pollack 
with  the  Challenger  bait.  An  old  salmon  rod  and 
line  is  very  suitable  for  casting.  The  fishing  for 
trout  can  be  had  in  the  reservoir.  Permission  can 
be  obtained  from  the  clerk  to  the  District  Council. 


Dear  Sib, — I  should  very  much  like  to  ask  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  to  tell  me  where  I  could  get 
a  good  day's  pike  fishing  in  Yorkshire,  either  free  of 
charge  or  at  a  low  cost,  for  Aug.  8,  9,  or  10. 
Hoping  to  hear  from  you, — Youra  truly, 

T.  H.  Denby. 

[I  believe  there  is  some  free  pike  fishing  in  the 
Yore  below  Ripon  and  at  Boroughbridge,  but  fear 
it  is  not  what  it  used  to  be. — Ed.J 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  hdd  over.] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR; 


Suggested  International  Anglo-French  Roach 
Fishing  Match  near  Paris. 

Ax  influential  French  angler,  connected  with  one 
of  the  most  important  of  French  daily  papers,  has 
•written  to  me  to  ask  if  I  thought  it  would  be 
possible  to  arrange  an  International  Roach  Fishing 
Match  in  one  of  the  rivers  near  Paris  where  roach 
abound.  Fifteen  English  anglers  against  fifteen 
French.  I  have  replied  that  I  would  make  inquiries 
in  the  most  hkely  q  uarters,  and  if  the  proposal  is 
viewed  favourably  would  try  to  arrange  it.  In 
any  case  it  would  do  no  harm,  and  would  help  to 
extend  the  good  feeling  between  England  and 
France  which  now  happily  exists.  It  would  also 
be  a  useful  experience  for  our  roach  anglers,  as, 
clever  as  they  are,  they  will  not  find  it  easy  to 
beat  a  Frenchman  at  catching  French  roach  ;  and 
they  will  learn  some  useful  wrinkles.  It  would,  of 
course,  necessitate  our  subscribing  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  our  men,  but  I  think  that  might  be 
arranged. 

Echoes  of  the  Tournament. 

Position  of  eyes  when  casting  a  bait— this 
point  has  V)een  raised  recently  in  our  columns  by 
"  Old  Pax."  who  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the 
Trent,  and  has  forgotten  more  about  casting  than 
many  angler.^  know.  He  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
Mr.  .John  J.  Hardy,  who  is  an  adept  at  casting  a 
minnow  for  trout,  says  that  "I  always  keep  my 
eye  on  the  place  where  I  want  the  bait  to  fall  in 
fishing — but  in  tournament  work  it  is  different. 
Take  the  overhead  bait  cast — in  fishing  my  im- 
pression is  that  very  little  bait  would  be  left  on  the 
hook  when  the  latter  fell  on  the  water."  It  looks 
from  this  that  if  Mr.  Hardy  did  more  of  it  he 
would  in  time  find  it  unnecessary  to  keep  his  eye 
on  his  bait  in  long  casting  as  in  practical  fishing. 
Overhead  casting  in  the  American  style  must  be 
far  more  generally  accurate  than  any  side  swing 
can  ever  be.  .Mr.  Levison's  recent  letters  prove 
that  tremendous  take?  of  fish  are  made  by  using 
it,  and  I  Ijelieve  that  it  is  certain  to  be  adopted  by 
many  anglers  in  this  country. 


"  Val  Conson's"  Comments. 

In  his  comments  on  the  Tournament  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  last  week,  "  Val  Conson  "  appears 
to  figure  as  the  champion  of  American  rods  and 
American  casters.  It  was,  I  think,  a  mistake  to 
emphasise-  the  fact  that  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  was 
delicate,  ill,  and  a  mere  lad  but  recently  left 
school,  by  adding  that  Mr.  L.  Hardy  was  very 
strong,  and  as  hard  as  nails.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
Mr.  Mills  would  prefer  that  no  excuses  should  be 
made  for  him,  especially  as  his  opponent,  Mr.  L. 
Hardy,  is  two  or  three  years  younger,  is  delicate, 
and  had  never  even  seen  a  tournament  before,  much 
less  cast  in  one.  He  came  almost  straight  from 
work,  with  but  two  or  three  days'  practice,  and  it 
was  something  more  than  strength  which  enabled 
him  to  keep  his  fly  up  as  well  behind,  and  to  drop 
it  a  yard  or  two  in  front  of  Mr.  Mills's,  in  com- 
petition with  him.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  will  say  that 
"the  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating,"  but  I 
can  assure  bim  that  I  beUeve  "Val  Conson's"  sole 
object  is  to  spur  English  rod  makers  to  make  rods 
hke  those  made  by  Mr.  Leonard.  He  says,  and  I 
quite  agree  with  him,  that  there  is  something  about 
the  make  of  &.  Leonard  rod  that  our  makers  do  not 
give  us.  I  hope  Mr.  Hardy  will  note  that  I  do  not 
say  "cannot"  give  us,  because,  having  only  recently 
been  over  his  splendidly-equipped  estabhshment  at' 
Alnwick,  I  believe  there  is  nothing  his  firm  cannot 
do,  except  make  a  bad  rod.  I  gather  from  his 
letter  that  Mr.  Hardy  does  not  make  rods  like  Mr. 
Leonard's  because  he  does  not  think  they  are  in  any 
way  better  than  P^nglish  rods,  and  also  because 
there  is  no  demand  for  them.  He  showed  me  a 
rod  which  had  been  on  exhibit  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  for  months  which  was  nearer  the  "Leonard " 
style  than  any  I  have  ever  seen,  and,  as  he  said,  it 
had  been  on  show  for  months  and  yet  no  one  had 
bought  it.  Of  course,  Mr.  Hardy  is  perfectly 
justified  in  holding  his  own  views  as  to  what  a  fly 
rod  should  be,  but  he  mu^t  not  assume  that  "  Val 
Conson "  is  merely  championing  American  rods 
because  he  does  not  agree  with  Mr.  Hardy. 

Mr.  Hardy  is  perfectly  open  and  consistent  as 
regards  these  "casting  rods"  ;  he  says  he  would 
not  fish  with  them.  Now,  it  is  a  very  curious  fact 
that  when  the  Americans  first  started  these  casting 
tournaments  their  makers  made  "casting  rods" 
about  which  the  same  complaint  was  made.  All 
the  weight  was  in  the  joints,  and  the  top  joint  was 
specially  heavy:  the  handle  was  no  weight  at  all? 
Of  late  years  they  have  come  to  use  more  and 
more  of  a  fishing  rod  and  less  and  less  of  a  casting 
rod.  I  have  no  doubt,  as  this  was  the  first 
tournament  in  which  rod  makers  like  Messrs. 
Hardy,  Enright,  Foster,  etc.,  specially  made 
casting  rods  for  use  in  it,  that  in  time  we 
shall  follow  the  Americans  and  come  back  to 
fishing  rods.  It  is  perfectly  certain  that  all  the 
American  fly  rods  used  at  the  Tournament,  although 
perhaps  as  heavy,  were  much  slighter  in  build  than 
our  rods,  far  more  weight  being  in  the  lower  half 
of  the  rods  than  in  ours.  I  am  not  speaking  only 
of  Messrs.  Hardy's  when  I  say  "  ours."  Of  comse, 
Mr.  Hardy  will  say,  "  But  our  rods  beat  the 
Americans  "  (and  he  is  entitled  to  say  his  rods  did 
so),  and  if  you  had  them  made  exactly  hke  the 
Americans  they  would  not  have  beaten  them.  I 
believe  that  Messrs.  Hardy  can  make  rods  the 
exact  counterpart  in  every  way  of  the  American 
rods,  and  sell  them  at  less  price  ;  if  they  won't  do 
it,  they  must  not  grumble  at  being  told  they  don't 
do  it. 

Mr.  George  Holland. 

As  will  be  seen  from  their  advertisement  Messrs. 
George  Holland  and  Son,  Ihe  well-known  dry  fly 
and  fishing  tackle  makers,  have  removed  from  The 
Square,  Winchester,  to  14,  Castle-street  Arcade, 
Cook-street,  Liverpool 

Sad  Bathing  Fatality. 

A  very  sad  loss  has  been  sustained  by  Mr,  James 
Rowe,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle  dealer  of 
Barnstaple.  His  eldestson  was  drowned  whilst  bath- 
ing in  the  sea  at  Ilfraoombe  on  Tuesday  in  last  week. 
Mr.  Rowe  is  one  of  the  few  practical  anglers  who 
breed  birds  for  fly-tying  purposes,  and  is  a  very  old 
correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  I  know 
he  and  his  family  will  have  the  symjiathy  of  many 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Some  years  ago 
Mr.  Rowe  had  to  protest  quite  justifiably  against 
the  practice  of  some  anglers  who  wrote  to  him  for 
I  information  about  local  fishing  and  flies,  and  then 


got  a  stock  of  flies  mado  elsewhere.  As  he  said, 
this  is  not  "playing  the  game,"  and  it  is  no 
wonder  if  local  authorities  are  treated  in  that  way 
that  they  do  not  have  any  information  to  spare; 

You  must  get  up  early  to  catch  Them. 

I  was  amused  at  aji  account  in  Fore.st  and  Stream 
of  the  way  a  local  angler  describes  the  fishing  in 
Platte  Canon. 

"  Yours  of  24th  inst  at  Hand.  I  hav  not  bm  in 
Bailey  mutch  this  seeson,  but  was  tryin  my  luck 
at  fishin  a  cupple  of  times.  1st  time,  in  one  and 
one-half  burs,  my  catche  was  20  trout,  weight 
Hi  pounds,  largest  2  pounds;  second  catch, 
^  hour,  7  trout,  largest  2J  pounds. 

"  I  think  there  is  good  fishin  in  this  cannon,  but 
the  fishermen  must  not  go  &  look  to  see  if  the  fish 
is  there  before  he  cast  his  Hook  well  bated,  and 
not  keept  his  rod  on  the  fly  all  the  time,  but  keept 
out  of  sight,  as  our  trout  has  no  eyebrows  and  can 
see  up."- 

Isn't  that  last  reason  for  keeping  out  of  sight 
fine  ?  It  ought  to  be  printed  in  the  front  of  all 
manuals  on  trout  fishing — 

"  Remember,  trout  has  no  eyebrows  and 
can  see  up.'i 

Some  Good  Sport  in  Norway. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Hutton,  of  Manchester,  writing  to  me 
on  Aug.  5,  says: — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  had  some  excel- 
lent fishing  on  a  small  river  I  rented  from  Mr. 
Beyer,  of  Bergen.  The  fishing  generally  in 
Norway  has  been  very  bad  this  year,  not  only  in 
the  rivers  but  in  the  nets  also.  June  was  bad 
generally,  but  July  was  rather  better.  One  or  two 
rivers  have  done  well. 

"  The  river  I  was  fishing  was  a  sea-trout  river 
rather  than  a  salmon  one,  and  in  the  twenty- six 
days  I  fished  I  got  four  salmon,  weighing  621b. ; 
eighteen  grilse,  72lb. ;  sixty-four  sea-trout,  2662lb. ; 
total,  eighty-six,  400Jlb. 

"The  best  salmon  was  241b.  and  the  best  sea- 
trout  101b.,  and  I  had  thirty-fi.ve  sea-trout  41b.  and 
over. 

"  Considering  the  river  was  unfishable  six  days 
owing  to  heavy  floods,  and  four  days  owing  to 
very  strong  north  winds,  I  did  pretty  well,  as  I 
had  practically  only  sixteen  days'  fishing. 

"  Hoping  to  see  you  again  some  time, — Yours 
sincerely,  "J.  Akthctr  Hutton. 

"P.  S. — I  was  fishing  with  a  14ft.  rod  and  light 
tackle  all  the  time,  and,  as  you  can  imagine,  soma 
of  the  fish  took  a  long  time  to  kill — one  of  the 
salmon  took  me  all  but  an  hour.  After  all,  sport 
is  all  a  matter  of  comparison,  and  sea-trout,  which 
are  no  fun  on  an  18ft.  salmon  rod,  give  fine  sport 
on  light  tackle.  Seventy-five  of  the  eighty-six 
fish  were  got  on  the  fly — mostly  No,  5  and  No,  7, 
and  some  on  No.  9"" 


"  Very  much  surprised  ! " 

A  Fisherman '-'  sends  me  this  note: — 

"  Sir, — I  was  very  much  surprised  to  see  in  your 
paper  this  week  a  picture  of  the  fishers  in  the 
tournament  doing  it  in  their  white  shkt  sleeves, 
white  straw  hat,  and  white  waistcoat.  Did  you 
ever  see  anyone  fish  that  way  ? 

"A  Fisherman,"- 

I  should  not  have  been  surprised  if  some  of  us 
had  taken  off  our  shirts,  it  was  so  hot.  If  my 
correspondent  will  agree  to  be  a  judge,  we  will 
have  a  competition  next  time  in  correct  fishing 
costume.  The  salmon  casters  will  have  to  wear 
salmon  wading  trousers;  only,  will  "A.  F."  ted  us 
what  we  are  to  do  about  Miss  Newham  ?  It  would 
be  rather  hard  on  her,  R.  B.  JIasston, 


MIDLAND  KAILWAY  POSTCARDS. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company  have  hit  on  a 
very  happy  idea  for  pictorial  postcards.  They 
send  us  a  series  of  nicely  printed  cards  with  a 
coloured  map  of  the  railway  and  its  connections, 
with  a  view  or  picture  of  some  kind  in  addition. 
We  quite  agree  with  Mr.  T.  Eaton  that  this  series 
is  "something  quite  new,'i  being  also  interesting 
.and  useful 
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CHICAGO  FLY-CASTING  CLUB. 


At  the  regular  contest  of  the  Chicago  Fly-Casting 
Club,  July  9,  the  following  scores  were  made  : — 

Dist.  and  ioz.  Bait 

Dist.  and  Accy.  Fly.   ioz.  Bait  Casting. 
Accy.  Fly.    Be-entry.    Casting.  Ke-entry. 


W.  H.  Babcock  87  1-3       —  _  _ 

O.E.Becker  ...  —  —  9.5  911-10 

C.  L.  Bequeaith  —         —  92  6-10  — 

C.F.Brown   ...  89  2-3  90  93  8-10  — 

W.  T.  Church...  912-3  87  2-3  95  1-10  — 

John  Hehmann  —  —  98  2-10  — 

H.  G.  Hascall...  97  2-3  94  98  5-10  — 

N.  C.  Heston  . . .  85  2-3  85  2-3  97  2-10  — 

E.  R.  Letterman  91  89  2-3  98  5-10  — 

E.  L.  Mason   ...  —         —  98  — 

F.  N.  Peat    94  2-3  95  98  — 

H.W.Perce  ...  92  84  97  6-10  97 

A.  C.  Smith   92  2-3  89  98  4-10  — 

F.  S.  Smith   —  —  97  3-10  — 

Evelyn  P.  Sparry  —         —  94  1-10  — 


Winning  Scores. — Distance  and  accuracy,  fly, 
H.  G.  Hascall;  |oz.  bait  casting,  Hascall  and 
Letterman  (tie). 

The  contests  are  held  on  the  north  lagoon  in 
Garfield  Park.;    Visitors  are  welcome. 

[It  is  a  pity  our  American  friends  do  not  give 
the  length  and  weight  of  rods,  but  I  beUeve  the 
rods  they  use  are  all  under  8oz. — R.  B.  M.] 


"WHAT   I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Phiup  Geen. 


{Continued  from  page  99.) 

It  would  have  been  an  easy  journey  by  boat 
from  Port  Noo  to  Burton  Port  had  we  known  that 
it  was  there  we  should  take  our  next  sleep,  but  we 
had  no  regrets  that  the  journey  by  road  was  chosen 
as  we  found  the  drive  of  twenty-one  miles  the  most 
charming  of  all  our  many  charming  drives. 

Mr.  Johnny  McNelis  had  pressed  me  to  wire  him 
that  he  might  take  us  the  next  stage  on  our  journey, 
and  I  should  have  wished  to  do  so,  but  Ardara  was 
too  far  oS.  When  I  told  him  this  he  replied  he 
would  like  to  drive  us  round  the  coast  to  Kingstown, 
put  up  his  horse  and  himself,  and  wait  there  while  we 
took  a  trip  to  London,  had  a  sight  of  our  home, 
visited  a  bank  and  came  back  again. 

Our  road  was  mostly  along  the  deeply  indented 
coast,  but  now  and  then  we  ascended  steep  hiUs 
and  made  short  cuts  over  breezy  wastes,  dotted 
with  granite  boulders,  bogs  and  lakes,  over  roads 
that  wound  serpent-hke  between  hills  that  had 
cabins  here  and  there  upon  their  sides.  Around 
the  cabins  were  patches  of  potatoes,  oats  and  grass, 
which  showed  how  the  ownfers  of  them  had  struggled 
with  the  rough  moor  and  its  sodden  soil.  Then 
came  miles  of  bog  and  peat  that  had  deep  cuttings 
with  juicy  brown  water  in  their  trenches  and 
blackened  stumps  of  forest  trees  that  kindly  Time 
had  buried  out  of  sight. 

Then  down  again  almost  to  sea  level,  where  in 
many  a  sheltered  nook  vine -like  brambles,  laden 
with  luscious  fruit,  and  tall  bracken,  the  points  of 
their  upper  leaves  still  uncoiled  and  looking  Uke 
innumerable  nut-brown  caterpillars  that  had  climbed 
to  heights  where  they  could  best  be  seen,  joined 
with  gaily-decked  foxgloves  to  clothe  and  beautify 
the  high  sea  wall. 

Out  and  beyond  were  protecting  trees,  dwarfed 
and  bent  inwards  by  western  winds,  while  on  the 
road's  other  side,  in  firmer  soil,  the  mountain-ash 
in  all  its  glory  gave  shade  to  the  refreshing  tints  of 
beautiful  ferns  and  pretty  fluttering  grasses. 

Never  have  I  seen  a  spot  that  so  vividly  recalled 
my  native  county,  and  never  since  I  was  a  boy 
have  I  so  filled  myself  with  blackberries_or  felt  so 
inclined  to  loiter. 

To  reach  the  berries  we  had  at  times  to  lean  our 
bodies  so  near  to  balancing  on  the  wall  that  to 
prevent  toppling  over  we  held  each  other's  heels. 
(Jnce  I  playfully  relaxed  my  hold  the  weeniest  bit 
and  there  came  apparently  from  a  long  way  down, 
"  Hold  on  there,  dad.". 

The  nests  we  saw  fixed  in  the  forked  branches 
against  the  wall  would  have  made  my  heart  go 
thump,  thump  in  my  birds' -nesting  days,  but  now 
I  looked  down  on  the  beaded,  pleading  eye  of  a 
blackbird  as  she  sat  hoping  that  I  might  not  disturb 
her.  and  regretted  that  the  pointing  of  the  camera 
frightened  her  off. 


Two  wrens  were  making  beheve  that  the  shelter 
of  the  overhanging  bank  had  no  attractions  for 
them,  and  that  their  presence  was  quite  casual,  but 
I  could  see  from  where  I  sat  the  Uttle  round  nest, 
with  its  tiny  peephole,  wliich  fingers  may  not  touch 
until  you  know  the  coveted  eggs  are  there  or  these 
little  creatures  will  go  elsewhere  and  build  again. 


Photo  by]  [W.  K.  Geen. 

"  The  Pointing  op  the  Camera  Frightened 
Her  Off." 


A  robin,  perched  on  a  branch  above  our  heads 
with  nesting  in  his  beak,  was  waiting  patiently  for 
our  going,  while  his  mate  flitted  to  and  fro  anxiously 
showing  us  how  easy  motion  was,  but  we  sat  on 
pretending  not  to  watch  and  saw  the  loaded  bird 
visit  a  hole  in  the  high  bank,  and  when  it  came  out 
again  its  beak  was  empty. 

On  a  gate  close  by  a  cow  had  comforted  her 
tickhng  side  and  left  much  hair,  and  it  was  from 
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"  I  Peeped  in  and  Saw  the  Familiar  Eggs." 


this  great  store  the  robins  lined  their  nest.  Instinc- 
tively I  took  bearings  of  their  home  so  as  to  pay  a 
visit  when  the  eggs  were  there. 

"  Chit,  chit,  chit,  doant  stew  "  in  a  plaintive  key 
kept  my  years  away,  and  I  was  still  a  boy,  and  was 
off  to  find  the  tell-tale  straw  that  always  hangs  from 
the  yellow-hammer's  window,  but  when  I  peeped  in 
and  saw  the  famihar  eggs,  I  suddenly  remembered 


that  many  years  had  flown  since  I  collected  eggs  in 
the  tallet  of  an  outhouse. 

I  strolled  back  and  perched  upon  the  wall  again, 
and  was  beginning  to  tell  my  companion  how 
much  his  grandmother  disapproved  of  birds'  eggs 
being  in  her  house,  when  a  pull  at  my  arm  dislodged 
me.  My  soa  has  a  trick  that  grows  on  him  of 
making  me  move  forward  when  I  am  thinking  back. 

I  am  a  little  obstinate  when  so  enchanted,  and  I 
insisted  on  another  peep  through  the  semi-tropical 
foliage  at  the  rolhng  waves  and  wondrous  rocks. 

The  sniffs  of  ozone  that  filtered  through  the 
tangled  maze  of  sweet  smelling  herbs  and  flowers, 
and  the  grateful  shade  from  the  hot  sun,  was  un- 
conscious happiness  to  me.  Turn  where  I  would  in 
this  lovely  sj)ot  there  was  a  fresh  delight  that  I 
could  not  leave  so  quickly. 

"  Just  a  moment,  Kirk.  See  how  Nature  grows 
in  beauty.  It  was  beautiful  when  you  scampered 
in  the  meadows  and  gathered  your  mother  flowers  ; 
it  is  more  beautiful  now  when  you  hunt  for  pretty 
spots  to  take  pictures  of,  and  I  hope  it  will  grow  still 
more  beautiful  to  you  from- year  to  year  as  it  has 
with  me. 

"  Listen  to  the  little  noises  that  haunt  such  spots 
as  these.  Shut  your  eyes  and  listen  how  they  grow 
and  grow  in  volume  and  how  musical  "they  are  and 
what  a  grand  harmony  they  make.  Listen,  listen, 
it's  the  lark's  turn  now  to  give  a  solo.  How  her 
little  big  voice  drowns  all  else,  excepting  only  the 
approving  cooing  of  the  doves  !  " 

Again  I  was  being  pulled  away,  as  I  have  seen 
kind  friends  pulling  other  men  from  great  temptation, 
when  the  woodpecker's  tap,  tap,  tap,  made  me  look 
round  once  more. 

Who  can  be  sure  that  such  sounds  in  such  a  spot, 
when  you  are  attuned  for  fancies,  are  not  made  by 
Leprechaun,  the  fairies'  shoemaker  and  treasure 
keeper  ? 

"  In  a  shady  nook,  one  moonlight  night, 

A  Leprechaun  I  spied  ; 
With  scarlet  cap  and  coat  of  green, 

A  cruiskeen  by  his  side. 
'Twas  tick,  tack,  tick,  his  hammer  wont, 

Upon  a  weeny  shoa ; 
And  I  laughed  to  think  of  his  purse  of  gold  ; 

But  the  fairy  was  laughing  too ! " 

Who  is  not  superstitious  ?  If  there  is  one  amongst 
my  readers,  let  him  beware,  for  I  can  make  him  so 
in  a  line  or  two. 

It's  a  pretty  fine  comphment,  I  own,  to  pay  a 
town-bred  man  to  say  that  by  the  mere  reading  of 
a  country  superstition  it  will  so  lay  hold  of  him 
that  he  can  never  shake  it  off. 

This  is  for  the  one  man  amongst  ten  thousand,  if 
there  be  one,  who  has  no  superstitions.  The  first 
tipie  he  ventures  forth  into  the  green  fields,  after 
reading  this,  he  may  see  a  magpie,  and  it  wiU  be  a 
great  rehef  to  him  if  he  sees  a  second  one  with  it. 
Should  he  not,  let  him  beware  what  path  he  takes  ; 
and  it  behoves  him  to  be  most  circumspect  in  all 
his  doings  on  that  day,  for  misfortune  is  at  his  heels, 
waiting  to  pounce. 

You  may  be  as  indignant  as  you  hke,  but,  for  the 
remainder  of  your  life,  as  sure  as  you  see  a  magpie 
you  will  be  pleased  to  see  her  mate.  There  can  be 
no  truer  omen  of  misfortune  than  the  old-maid 
magpie. 

I  think  it  only  kind  to  anticipate  a  difficulty  that 
is  sure  to  be  yours  in  days  to  come.  How  far 
behind  may  the  second  bird  be  and  yet  pair  with 
the  first  ?  "  Almost  any  distance,"  is  the  com- 
forting answer,  but,  remember  this,  he  must  bo 
hurrying  after  hi.'  old  "dummon.'- 

We  caught  no  gUmpse  of  fairies  in  the  fairy-dell, 
but,  on  ascending  the  next  hill  for  another  cut  off 
of  jutting  land,  we  saw  what  is  of  some  importance 
in  Ireland  and  of  more  material  substance — pigs. 

The  sight  of  a  cabin,  near  the  road,  told  us  how 
thirsty  we  were  and  we  halted. 

Of  course  the  pig,  with  its  ruling  passion  to  see 
and  be  seen,  was  the  animal  to  grunt  a  welcome. 
Irish  pigs  are  most  sociable,  but  it  was  a  cow  we 
desired  a  sight  of.  After  a  little  delay  we  got  a  nice 
bowl  of  milk  and,  as  it  was  warm,  the  cow  must 
have  been  near  at  hand. 

The  absence  of  the  woman  who  went  to  fetch  the 
milk  for  us  gave  the  pigs,  which  had  followed  us  to 
just  within  the  door,  an  opportunity  of  which  they 
immediately  availed  themselves  to  forage.  They 
came  first  along  the  front  of  where  we  were  seated 
and,  as  they  passed,  they  raised  the  sides  of  their 
faces  nearest  us,  gave  satisfied  grunts,  flopped  an 
ear  each  and  then  made  for  a  basket,  the  contents 
of  which  they  were  soon  crunching  in  their  long 
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jaws.  I  made  an  attempt  to  disturb  them,  but  my 
huish !  and  the  flicks  of  my  handkerchief  seemed 
to  add  zest  to  their  determination  to  finish  off  the 
juicy  tubers  before  the  owner  returned. 

I  am  always  fearfully  unlucky  in  my  deaUngs 
with  pigs,  but  I  felt  myself  somewhat  in  charge  and 
responsible  for  damans,  so  I  had  to  use  more 
forcible  persuasion.  I  pushed  them  with  my  foot, 
and  as  this,  too,  seemed  to  please  them  rather  than 
otherwise.  I  looked  round  me  for  a  weapon  and 
spied  a  broom  with  which  I  think,  had  I  been 
sure  the  old  lady  would  not  have  caught  me  at  it 
and  been  offended  at  my  violence  on  her  favourites, 
I  would  have  driven  them  off.  Fortunately,  she 
just  then  appeared  on  the  scene  and  her  presence 
caused  the  enemy  to  retire. 

I  had  reason  to  be  glad  that  I  had  been  reheved 
of  the  momentous  decision  of  sacrificing  the  potatoes 
or  belaboviring  the  pigs.  I  was  soon  to  learn  that 
these  animals  were  the  centre  of  affections  in  no 
way  short  of  the  love  the  Arabs  have  for  their 
horses.  She  had  a  number  of  apologies  for  their 
behaviour,  and  she  finished  up  with.  "  Small  blame 
to  the  crathurs  for  getting  a  taste  of  the  new  phaties, 


munication  with  Londonderry,  and  just  twenty 
hours  from  Euston. 

Mr.  O'Donnell  has  built  a  most  comfortable  hotel, 
and  the  chief  maid  Bridget,  of  whom  I  have  spoken 
as  being  appreciative  of  the  trouble  saved  her  by 
getting  the  boatmen  to  clean  the  pollack,  may  be 
trusted  to  see  that  your  stay  is  a  pleasant  one. 

The  port  is  capitally  situated  for  the  sea  fisher  as 
it  is  seldom  during  summer'  or  autumn  that  Atlantic 
winds,  no  matter  how  roughly  they  may  blow,  can 
prevent  his  venturing  in  some  direction  in  search 
of  sport. 

There  was  no  hmit  to  the  fishing  grounds,  so 
each  day  we  started  on  a  different  course  to  see 
new  sights,  to  hear  other  tales  from  smooth-tongued 
Johnny,  and  to  strew  the  boat  -with  flopping  fish. 

Immediately  in  front  are  Rutland,  Inishcoo  and 
Eighter  Islands,  giving  splendid  shelter,  with  a  narrow 
passage  to  the  outer  channel,  which  is  in  turn 
sheltered  by  Ai-ranraore,  the  largest  island  off  this 
part  of  Ireland.  It  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Congested  District  Board.  These  islands  are  a 
great  centre  of  the  fishing  industry  of  Donegal 
which  the  Board  has  done  so  much  to  foster.  A 


A  Cabin  Neae  the  Road. 


[Tf.  E.  Gem. 


it  would  be  dhry  in  the  mouth  they'd  be  as  yer 
honors  were  this  same  day  " 

The  new  iron  bridge  over  the  Gweebara  gave  us 
a  capital  view  of  a  long  stretcdi  of  this  splendid 
Salmon  river,  the  best  probably  in  all  Donegal,  but 
the  privilege  to  fish  it  is  most  difficult  to  procure. 
When  on  the  other  side  of  this  bridge  you  are 
encircled  with  rivers  and  lakes  almost  all  of  which 
are  fishable  from  Dungloe.  Indeed  there  is  no  place 
in  all  Ireland,  so  far  as  I  know,  where  there  is  such 
a  variety  of  fishing  to  be  had.  Fintown  on  the 
Donegal  railway  is  the  nearest  station. 

We  were  most  unfortunate  in  finding  the  hotels 
full  at  Dungloe,  but  we  were  given  a  nice  lunch  and 
pressed  to  come  back  in  a  week,  when  rooms  could 
be  had  and  fishing  in  over  100  lakes  and  on  a  salmon 
river  that  has  no  nets  at  its  mouth  and  from  which 
ftsh  have  been  taken  up  to  251b.,  and  sea-trout 
up  to  71V>. 

Lunch  over  we  had  to  determine  our  next  move 
and  deftided  on  Burton  Port,  where  we  had  a 
splendid  time  so  far  as  sport  on  the  sea  was  con- 
cerned, comfortable  quarters,  good  attention  and 
capital  food. 

Burton  Port  is  the  terminus  of  the  Donegal 
j  Light  Railway,  built  by  the  Government  and 
handed  over  to  the  Letterkenny  Railway  Company, 
who  work  it,  and  it  ia  therefore  ia  direct  com- 


fleet  of  herring  boats,  many  with  Scotch  masters, 
nets,  curing  houses,  cooperage  works,  women  curers 
from  Aberdeen,  and  every  other  help  that  kindly 
thought  and  earnest  endeavour  could  suggest,  have 
been  provided,  with  the  result  that  Burton  Port 
and  the  adjacent  islands  are  fast  assuming  a 
pleasingly  prosperous  aspect. 

How  much  the  place  had  changed  I  was  soon  to 
learn,  as  amongst  the  guests  at  the  hotel  were  a 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers,  from  New  York  city.  Mr. 
Rogers  had  left  Arranmore  as  a  young  man,  twenty- 
five  years  before,  and  now,  while  on  a  tour  of 
Europe  with  quite  a  large  party,  he  had  stolen 
away  with  his  wife  to  get  a  look  at  his  old  home. 
For  many  days  he  sat  next  me  at  table  but  I  failed 
to  start  him  on  a  talk.  He  looked  an  Irishman  and 
I  guessed,  as  he  "guessed  "  and  "  calculated  "-  when 
talking  to  his  wife,  that  he  had  seen  America.  The 
man  was  troubled  and  his  broad  forehead  showed 
it,  so  I  tried  the  more  to  draw  him  out.  At  last  I 
got  it  from  him.  What  he  came  expecting  to  see 
and  what  he  really  saw  caused  such  a  jumble  of  all 
his  notions  that  what  he  had  framed  to  say  was  not 
appropriate.  "  I'll  tell  you  plainly,"  said  he. 
"  I'm  glad  to  get  it  out.  I  came  expecting  to  find 
here  the  misery  from  which  I  fled  and  ready  to 
curse  your  country,  but  now  I  guess  I'll  sell  those 
curses  cheap. ,        .  . 


The  hotel  cannot  possibly  be  spoken  too  highly  of, 
and  the  proprietor  will  listen  to  your  wishes  and  aid 
you  to  their  fulfilment. 

McCole  and  Johnny,  with  just  the  right  sort  of 
boat  which  they  could  sail  or  row  as  occasion 
offered,  were  at  our  disposal  at  the  time  appointed, 
and  on  the  jetty  stood  our  host  to  introduce  us  to 
them.  Having  told  them  what  we  most  desired 
to  catch  we  handed  in  our  little  rods,  and  I  was 
pleased  to  see  the  keen  interest  they  took  in  the 
lines  and  baits  attached.  The  fine  single  strand 
wire  trace  was  fingered  by  McCole  and  shown  to 
Johnny  who  said  something 'to  his  mate  not  quite 
intelligible  to  us,  but  its  purport  could  be  guessed 
quite  easily,  "  the  gear  would  quickly  snap."  A 
breeze  filled  the  sail  and  we  were  once  again  listening 
to  the  music  of  the  lapping  wavelets  on  our  bow. 

The  two  miles  that  separate  the  mainland  from 
Rutland  Island  were  soon  passed,  and,  while  in  th 
narrow  passage  that  leads  out  to  the  wider  chann  J 
which  is  sheltered  from  western  winds  by  Arra.'- 
more,  we,  at  the  invitation  of  our  boatmen,  put  oi:  > 
our  baits.  Quite  quickly  we  were  both  engaged  with 
heavy  fish  where  the  tide  was  rurming  fast  and  we 
had  some  exciting  fun  before  we  got  them  near  the 
boat,  but  the  greatest  fun  was  to  steal  glances  a: 
the  watching  faces  of  our  boatmen  who  were 
most  evidently  expecting  breakages. 

Once  through  the  passage  I  called  a  halt  for  con- 
ference as  to  our  day's  proceedings.  We  had  . 
week  to  stay  and  desired  to  map  it  out  as  ti  '  ■ 
permitted.  It  would  be  a  waste  to  go  where 
rush  of  waters  would  be  so  great  as  to  pre';', 
headway  being  made  against  it.  Choose  shelte.^  ' 
bays  for  when  the  tide  flows  or  ebbs  strongly  and 
rocky  points  when  the  water  slackens. 

(To  he  continued.) 


NOVELTIES  IN  FISHING  TACKLE 
FROM  MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  AND  CO. 


Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  the  wholesale 
manufacturers  of  Redditch,  send  me  some  of  their 
novelties  with  notes :  — 

Mr.  Philip  Geen's  Pollack  Tackle. 
"Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Philip  Geen,  of  Richmond, 
has  kindly  sent  us  one  of  his  pollack  tackles,  con- 
sisting, as  you  see,  of  a  wire  trace,  a  lead,  and  sand 
eel.  The  wire  trace  is  of  an  exceptionally  fine 
strong  wire.  He  speaks  of  this  wire  in  the  strongest 
terms,  and  would  recommend  all  sea  fishers  and 
also  spinners  for  either  salmon  or  trout  to  use  the 
same. 

"  Mr.  Geen  has  kindly  given  us  the  entire  con- 
trol of  both  his  tackle  and  trace,  and  these  can  be 
procured  now  from  any  tackle  dealer  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  We  may  say  we  have  never  seen  any- 
thing more  workmanlike,  and  can  therefore  recom- 
mend them  as  being  the  best  tackle  of  its  kind  in 
the  market  at  the  present  time. — Yours  truly, 

"S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd." 

I  am  sure  from  the  inquiries  I  have  received 
that  many  sea  anglers  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
Mr.  Geen's  special  wire  trace,  lead,  and  bait  are 
now  on  the  market.  I  doubt  if  any  angler  has 
killed  more  pollack  than  Mr.  Geen. 

Bates'  Detachable  Float  (Patent). 

This  float  has  been  designed  to  overcome  the 
difficulty  that  anglers  who  use  a  long  line  experi- 
ence when,  having  hooked  a  fish,  they  are  unable 
to  reel  the  same  in  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  float 
being  fixed  tight  to  the  hue,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
reel  it  in  beyond  the  float  when  once  that  is  pulled 
to  the  top  ring  of  the  rod. 

Mr.  Bates  has  entirely  .overcome  this  difficulty 
by  placing  an  automatic  release,  which  causes  the 
float,  as  soon  as  it  touches  the  top  ring,  to  be 
detached  and  run  down  the  fine  to  tlae  end  of  the 
trace,  enabling  the  fisherman  to  bring  his  fish 
easily  to  the  landing  net.  The  float  also  has  the 
advantages  of  being  attachable  to  or  detachable 
from  any  part  of  the  line  in  a  second  or  two. 

This  is  a  simple  and  practical  invention  which 
will  be  useful  in  float  fishing  in  very  deep  water, 
where  an  egg-shape  float  can  be  used. 

A  New  Patent  Sea  Bait — "  The  Tentacle 
Squid.'- 

"We  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you  a  new 
bait,  which  we  are  sure  you  will  welcome  as  much 
as  we  do.    (The  so-called  '  new  article '  is  a  thing 
we  very  seldom  see.)    This  bait  is  to  imitate  the 
I  squid,  which  is  found  to  be  most  killing  in  the 
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North  Sea.  It  has  just  been  awarded  a  silver 
medal  in  Norway  as  being  one  of  the  most  killing 
baits  to  be  had.  The  patentee  recommends  a 
peculiar  oil  to  be  used  with  it.  The  method  of 
doing  so  is  to  saturate  the  piece  of  cotton  wool 
with  this  oil  and  insert  it  into  the  bait.  He  tells 
us  that  the  largest  cod,  pollack,  and  skate  are 
taken  with  this  bait  when  no  other  bait  will  be 
eiiective. — Yours  truly, 

'"  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd."' 

[The  new  bait  has  a  soft  rubber  body,  with  soft 
expanding  tentacles  behind  the  hook.  It  is  hollow, 
with  two  holes  near  the  tail,  the  idea  being  that 
when  dipped  in  the  oil  it  will  take  up  some  and 
then  attract  the  fish  as  it  is  pulled  through  the 
water.  I  think  it  is  likely  to  prove  successful,  and 
have  christened  it  "The  Tentacle  Squid,"  as  it 
seems  to  have  no  name.  In  1880  I  sent  Messrs. 
AUcook  a  suggestion  for  a  similar  bait,  which  was 
sent  to  me  by  a  Mr.  Comer,  a  professional  fisherman 
of  Ilfracombe.  I  believe  his  idea  was  to  use 
Thornback  hver  oil,  but  he  died,  and  the  matter 
dropped.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Comer  sent  me  excellent 
reports  for  a  few  years  after,  and  I  have  often 
wondered  if  she  died  or  got  married  again,  and 
gave  up  reporting  fishing  takes. — R.  B.  M.] 

The  Paragon  Portable  Landing  Ring. 

This  ring  has  been  designed  to  get  the  greatest 
strength  with  the  least  amount  of  weight  possible. 
It  is  strong  enough  to  land  a  5lb.  or  Gib.  fish,  and 
80  light  that  at  the  end  of  a  fairly  long  landing 
handle  it  can  be  hardly  felt.  It  is  easily  folded  up 
and  carried  in  the  breast  pocket  of  an  ordinary 
fishing  jacket.  It  is  made  from  tempered  steel, 
upon  the  same  principle  as  Pox's  Paragon  "  frames 
which  are  so  well-known  to  the  public.  The 
inventor  is,  I  believe,  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  of  New- 
port, Isle  of  Wight,  as  I  saw  him  using  this  net 
some  time  ago;  it  does  also  for  butterfly  and  moth 
nets,  as  it  is  so  light.  I  advised  him  to  let  Messrs. 
Allcock  see  it. 

The  Bates'  Patent  Whiffing  Lead. 

With  reference  to  this  lead,  Messrs.  S.  Allcock 
say:  "This  lead  has  now  been  perfected  and 
thoroughly  tested.  It  will  allow  fishing  with  a 
trace  of  any  length — twice,  thrice,  or  a  dozen  times 
the  length  of  the  rod.  As  soon  as  the  fish  is 
hooked  and  the  line  wound  in,  the  lead  comes  in 
contact  with  the  top  ring  of  the  rod :  this  instantly 
releases  it,  and  the  lead  runs  down  the  line  to  the 
end  of  the  trace,  enabling  the  fish  to  be  brought 
close  enough  for  netting  or  gaffing.  The  device  is 
quite  simple,  and  should  be  used  by  all  fishermen." 

[This  new  patent  whiffing  lead  does  work  exactly 
as  described  by  Messrs.  Allcock.  You  fix  it  on  the 
line,  at  any  distance  you  hke  from  the  bait,  by 
pulling  a  pin  with  a  cone-shaped  bit  of  lead  so  that 
it  nips  the  line  against  a  brass  ring.  The  lead  is 
firmly  fixed  until  something  or  other  touches  a  ring 
at  the  other  end  of  the  pin :  the  slightest  pressure 
against  this  ring  pushes  back  the  lead  plug,  and 
the  lead  is  released.  Messrs.  Allcock  say  that  this 
new  lead  has  been  thoroughly  tested,  so  doubtless 
what  seem  theoretical  disadvantages  ate  only 
theoretical.  It  strikes  me  that  the  facility  with 
which  this  lead  is  released  would  give  one  a  lot  of 
bother ;  even  seaweed  washed  down  the  line  would 
release  the  lead,  and  this,  too,  without  the  angler 
perhaps  being  aware  of  it  for  some  time.  The 
drawback  to  so  many  automatic  actions  is  that 
they  go  off  at  the  wrong  time. — R.  B,  M.] 


A  FINE  LOCH  HIGHTAE  PIKE. 


Mr.  Frank  Brentano  and  party  from  Hull — 
who  are  at  present  on  holiday  in  Lochmaben,  and 
have  been  staying  at  the  King's  Arms  Hotel  for 
the  last  two  weeks — on  Wednesday,  Aug.  3,  while 
out  fishing  on  the  Old  Mill,  Loch  Hightae,  with  a 
light  rod,  hooked  a  pike  43in.  long,  20in.  round  the 
girth,  and  weighing  261b.  The  pike  gave  him 
three-quarters  of  an  hour's  splendid  sport  before 
it  was  got  into  the  boat.  It  is  a  male  pike,  and 
is  a  magnificent  specimen  of  its  kind,  and  the 
largest  that  has  been  captured  in  such  a  way  for 
many  years.  The  pike  has  been  sent  to  Edinburgh 
to  be  stuffed  by  Mr.  Matthew  Keddie,  taxidermist, 
Duncan -street. 

King's  Arms  Hotel,  Lochmaben. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  FLY  CASTING 
EESULTS  OF  THE  CRYSTAL 
PALACE  INTERNATIONAL  FLY 
AND  BAIT  CASTING  TOURNA- 
MENT. 

"ValConson,"  in  sending  us  these  tables,  says  : 
The  tables  are  set  out  fully  and  honestly  to  prove 
whatever  they  will  prove.  The  deductions  I  draw, 
put  concisely,  are  that  the  average  man  cannot 
get  out  of  any  fly  rod  a  cast  of  ten  times  its  lengths 
and  that  as  his  rod  gets  longer  and  heavier,  unless 
ho  be  a  very  strong  man  indeed,  the  number  of 
times  his  rod  length  that  he  can  cast  declines 
rapidly,  and  the  lighter  his  rod  for  its  length  the 
slower  the  decline  takes  place.'' 

I. — Classification  by  Competitors, 


Competitor.* 


J.  J.  Hardy  (P.) . 


J.  Enright(P.)  

D.  C.  E.  Muir  (A.)'. 


n.  W.  Little  (A.) 

F.  g'.' Shaw  (A.)   


B.  J.  Mills  (P.)   

F.  HodderBassXA.). 


Mi3s  R.  A.  Newham  (A.) 
A.  Newham  (P.)  


J.  Paterson  (A.) . 


L.  H.  Bennett  (A.).... 
L.  Hardy  (P.)   


O.  Hoyle  (P.)  .. 
W.  Prince  (A.)- 


R.  B.  Marston  (A.) 


Hardy  Corfe  (A.)  

F.  F.  Higginson  (A.)..., 


A.  Me'6utcheon  (P.)  


S.  A.  Sanders  (A.)  

E.  F.  Goodwin  (P.)   

A.  Le  M.  Hay  ward  (A.). 


E.  B.  Burt  (A.) 


Weight 
and  Length 
of  Rod. 


Distance 
Cast. 


52oz.  ISft. 
steel  centre 


J2(V.. 
5}oz. 
431o/,. 
Ui<y/. 
47foz. 
13(iz. 


lloz. 

rijoz. 
32oz. 

8oz. 

5ioz. 
48oz. 
lUoz. 

5J0Z. 
43oz. 

£ioz. 
43oz. 


C.  A.  M.  Skues(A.)  .... 
J.  Douglas  Brown  (A.)- 


L.  Ban- (A.)  

C.  B.  Hewitt,  N.Y.  (A.) 

A.  W.  Wills  (A.)  

A.  C.  Kent  (A.)   

G.  E.  M.  Skues  (A.)   

P.  Alison  (P.)   


D.  M.  Roberts  (A.).. 


lift.  6in. 
Oft.  6in. 
18ft. 

lift.  6in. 
18ft. 

lift.  6in. 
Not  recorded 
45JOZ.     17ft.  Bin. 

Not  recorded 
47ioz.  18ft. 

IDft.  9in. 
Oft.  «in. 
18ft. 

10ft.  Oin. 
10ft. 
18ft.  ; 
10ft. 
10ft. 

ICft.  6in. 
Oft.  Ma. 
16ft.  6in. 
steel  centre 
I20Z.      lift.  Oin. 
steel  centre 
5ioz.      9ft.  Sin. 
351()Z.  18ft. 
whole  cane 
No  other  record 
42oz.  18ft. 
"Grant" 
12oz.      lift.  6in. 
steel  centre 
lloz.      10ft.  9in. 
5Joz.      9ft.  6in. 
Not  recorded  for 
lltoz.    lift.  6in. 
9{oz.     lift.  4^in 
ISoz.      lift.  Oin. 
steel  ribhed 
5ioz.      8ft.  4in. 
steel  ribbed 
13oz.      lift.  4in. 
5JOZ.  10ft. 

lift.  6in. 
10ft. 
9ft. 

lift.  Gin. 
9ft.  Oin. 
10ft.  Giu. 
lift, 
lift. 
Not  recorded 
ll  joz.     lUft.  6in. 

Not  recorded 
11  wz.  lift, 
lljoz.    10ft.  6in. 

Not  recorded 
lloz.      10ft.  Oin. 
9ioz.  lift. 
9ioz.     10ft.  4in. 
7oz.       9ft.  Oin. 
6,k)z.  10ft. 
Not  recorded 
5ioz.      9ft.  Oin. 
4ioz.  9ft. 


13oz. 
12ioz. 
5ioz. 
12oz. 

r>ioz. 

12oz. 

li^oz. 

llioz. 


44yd. 

34yd. 

2'Jyd. 

49yd. 

34yd.  2ft. 

41yd. 

29yd. 

24iyd. 

40yd. 

24yd. 

38yd. 

30yd.  2ft. 

29yd. 

37Jyd. 

29yd. 

28iyd. 

36yd. 

2Iyd.  1ft. 

23iyd. 

34yd. 

25yd. 

30yd.  • 

28yd. 

25yd.  1ft. 
28yd. 


29yd. 

30yd. 

31yd. 

29iyd. 

Salmon 

23yd. 

24iyd. 

28yd. 

23yd. 

25yd.  1ft. 
23yd. 
22yd:  2ft. 
24yd.  2ft. 
23iyd. 
29yd. 
20yd. 
23yd. 
27yd. 
27yd. 
19tyd. 
25yd.  2ft. 
24yd. 
24yd.  1ft. 
20yd. 
18yd. 
2eyd. 
28yd.  2ft. 
25yd.  1ft. 
20yd.  2ft. 
23yd.  2ft. 
24yd.  2ft. 
24yd.  1ft. 
24yd. 


Times 
length 
of  Kud. 


9,'« 

0; 
7ii 


«i 
835 

6* 

8? 

8JJ 

6 

62 

7,'.,- 

8jV 
7iV 


9ri 
Castinj 
0 

«v 

'IS 

8/5 


6, "7 

n 

75 


7f  ' 
7 1-1 
7Ji 

7i',.- 

7!1 
8 


*  A.  means  amateur,  P.  professional. 


II. — Classification  by  Weight. 

SALMON  BODS,  DOUBLE-HANDED. 


Competitor, 

Weight  and  Length 
of  Rod. 

Distance 
Cast. 

Times 
Length 
of  Bod. 

E20Z.  18ft. 

44yd.' 

7» 

48oz.  18ft. 

36yd. 

6 

U;  C.  B.  Muir   

47ioz.  ISft. 

41yd. 

«h 

4710Z.  18ft. 

38yd. 

6V 

43toz.  ISft. 

49yd. 

8,',- 

42oz.  18ft. 

29yd. 

i'lt 

35  ^z.  18ft. 

28yd. 

4? 

32oz.  18ft. 

37lyd. 

4bioz.    17ft.  Oin. 

40yd. 

6^ 

Miss  R.  A.  Newham 

42oz.     10ft.  Oin. 

34yd. 

«A 

42oz.  16ft. 

30yd. 

ej5 

TBOUT  BODS,  SINGLE-HANDED. 


Competitor. 


D.  C.  E.  Muir  

W.  Prince  

R.  B.  Marston  

Hardy  Corfe  

F.  F.  Higginson  ... 

J.  .).  Hardy   

L.  Hardy   

A.  McCutchoon  ... 

A.  Newliam  

J.  Enright  

G.  Hoyle   

A.  Le  M.  Hayward... 

E.  F.  Goodwin  

C.  A.  .M.  Skues  ... 

E.  B.  Burt  

.T.  D.  Brown   

F.  Hodder  Bass  ... 
L.  Hardy   

F.  G.  Shaw   

I,.  Barr   

G.  Hoyle   

A.  W.  Wills  

C.  B.  Hewitt   

B.  J.  Mills   

A.  C.  Kent   

a.  E.  M.  Skues  ... 

E.  J.  Mills  

C.  B.  Hewitt   

F.  Hodder  Bass  ... 

R.  B.  Marston  

L.  Hardy   

J.  J.  Hardy   

F.  G.  Shaw   

A.  McCutcheon  ... 

P.  Alison   

A.  Newham  

Miss  Newham  

W.  Prince  

F.  F.  Higginson  ... 

D.  M.  Roberts  


Weight  and  Length 
of  Rod. 


130Z. 

13oz. 

13oz. 

l;ti>z. 

12ti)Z. 

12oz. 

12oz. 

12oz. 

12oz. 

lljoz. 

lUoz. 

llJoz. 

lljoz. 

II40Z. 

lljoz. 

lUoz. 

lljoz. 

lloz. 

lloz. 

lloz. 

9J0Z. 

Oioz, 

9f  jz. 

8.<z. 

7oz. 

6{oz. 

5ioz. 

.51  oz. 

."iioz. 
sioz. 
5i|oz. 
5f  >z. 

.rioz. 

Sii>Z. 

6*oz. 
5^)z. 

ti  )z. 

fitoz. 
4J0Z. 


lift.  6in. 
lift.  6in. 
lift.  4iii. 
lift.  Oiu. 
10ft. 

lift.  Oin. 
lift.  Oin. 
lift.  Oin. 
lift.  Oin. 
lift.  Oin. 
lift.  (jin. 
lift, 
lift, 
lift. 

loft.  Oin. 
loft.  6in. 
lOft. 

10ft.  9in. 
10ft.  «i!i. 
10ft.  6in. 
lift.  4Jin. 
10ft.  4in. 
lift. 

10ft.  Oin. 
Oft.  Oin. 
10ft. 
10ft. 

loft. 

10ft. 
10ft. 

9ft.  6in. 

Oft.  Oin. 

9ft.  6in. 

Oft.  6in. 

Oft.  Oin. 

9ft.  Sin. 

9ft.  Sin. 

Sft.  4in. 

Oft. 

Oft. 


Distance 
Cast. 


29yd. 

28yd. 

25yd.  1ft. 

22yd.  2ft. 

24yd.  2ft. 

34yd. 

SOyd. 

29yd. 

28yd. 

34yd.  2ft. 

23yd. 

27yd. 

27yd. 

24yd.  lin. 

25yd.  2ft. 

20yd. 

21yd.  Itt. 

Slyd. 

SOyd.  2ft. 

20yd. 

'iiiyd. 

25yd.  1ft. 

28yd.  2ft. 

29yd. 

20yd.  2ft. 

23yd.  2ft. 

28<yd. 

27yd. 

23iyd. 

2Syd. 

29fvd. 

29yd. 

20yd. 

26yd. 

24yd.  1ft. 

25yd.  1ft. 

25yd. 

2.iyd. 

231yd. 

24yd. 


Times 
Length 
of  Rod>.; 


731 

0|? 

sr; 

7i:; 

7J1 
77 

y'\ 
0' 


m 
n 


7.', 

8i,'; 

7  i\ 
7i 

tij'„- 
9,,j 
0,'„ 


7M^ 

8,r 
S.V 

8.,'. 


III. — Classification  by  Distance  Cast. 

SALMON  BOD 3,  DOUBLE-HANDED. 


Competitor. 


./.  Enright  

J.  .1.  Hardy  ... 

D.  C.  E.  Muir 
H.  W.  Little 
F.  G.  Shaw  ... 

E.  J.  Mills  ... 

F.  Hodder  Ba.ss 


Weight  and  Length 
of  Rod. 


43}oz. 

,V2oz. 

47ioz. 

45ioz. 

47ioz. 

32oz. 

48oz. 


18ft. 
18ft. 
18ft. 

17ft.  6in. 
18ft. 
18ft. 
18ft. 


Miss  Newham  !   43oz.     lOft.  Giu. 


Distance  Cast. 


49yd, 

44yd. 

41yd. 

40yd. 

38yd. 

S7jyd. 

SOyd. 

34yd. 


TBOUT  BODS,  SINGLE-HANDED. 


Competitor. 


J.  Enright  

.1.  J.  Hardy   

L.  Hivrdy   

F.  G.  Shaw   

L.  Hardy   

L.  Hardy   

.T.  .T,  Hardv   

F.  G.  Shaw   .... 

E.  .L  Mills  

A.  McC'utcheoh  ... 

n.  C.  E.  Muir   

C.  B.  Hewitt   

E.  ,r.  Mills  

A.  Newham  

W.  Prince  

C.  B.  Hewitt   

A.  Le  M.  Hayward 

E.  F.  Goodwin  

A.  McCutcheon  ... 
L.  Barr   

E.  B.  Burt  

A.  Newham  

A.  W.  Wills  

R.  B.  Marston  

Miss  Newham  

F.  F.  Higginson  ... 

G.  Hoyle   

P.  Alison   

C.  A.  M.  Skues  ... 

D.  M.  Roberts  

G.  E.  M.  Skues  ... 
F.  Hodder  Bass  ... 
W.  Prince  

F.  F.  Higginson  ... 
R.  B.  Marston  

G.  Hoyle   

Hardy  Corfe  

F.  Hodder  Bass  ... 

A.  C.  Kent   

J.  D.  Brown  


Weight  and  Length  rv!„»„  />  . 

of  Rod.  Distance  Cast. 


ll*oz. 

lift. 

ein. 

12oz. 

lift. 

6in. 

lloz. 

10ft. 

Oin. 

lloz. 

10ft. 

Oin. 

12oz. 

lift. 

Oin. 

5Joz. 

Oft. 

6in. 

 sioz. 

Oft. 

Gin. 

sjoz. 

Oft. 

Gin. 

80Z. 

10ft. 

pin. 

12oz. 

lift. 

Oin. 

l;ioz. 

lift. 

Gin. 

Ojoz. 

lift. 

Oin. 

5ioz. 

10ft. 

12oz. 

lift. 

Bin. 

ISoz. 

lift. 

Giu. 

6i'3Z. 

10ft. 

lltoz. 

lift. 

llioz. 

lift. 

54  oz. 

Oft. 

Gin. 

lloz. 

10ft. 

Oin. 

lljoz. 

10ft. 

Gin. 

sjoz. 

Oft. 

3in. 

Otoz. 

lOtt. 

4in. 

13oz. 

lift. 

4in. 

5}oz. 

Oft. 

Sin. 

li'ioz. 

lOft. 

Oioy.. 

lift. 

4Jin. 

5toz. 

Oft. 

Gin. 

lljoz. 

lift. 

4ioz. 

Oft. 

Oioz. 

10ft. 

sioz. 

lOft. 

sioz. 

Sft. 

4in.  ^ 

540Z. 

Oft. 

65  oz. 

10ft. 

lljoz. 

lift. 

Gin. 

ISoz. 

lift. 

Gin. 

lloz. 

lOft. 

7oz. 

Oft. 

Gin. 

llioz. 

lOft. 

Oin. 

34yd.  2ft. 
34vd. 
Slyd. 
SOvd.  2ft. 
30v<l. 
29jvd. 
20yd. 
29yd. 
2flyd. 
29yd. 
20yd. 
28yd.  2ft, 
28iyd. ■ 
2Syd. 
28yd. 
27yd. 
27yd. 
27yd. 
2Gyd. 
2Gyd.  • 
2.'>yd.  2ft. 
2.5yd.  1ft. 
25yd, 
25yd. 
25vd. 
24yd. 
24vd, 
24ycl, 
24yd, 
24yd, 
23yd.  2ft 
23jyd. 
23yd. 
23yd. 
23yd. 
23yd. 
22yd.  2ft 
21yd.  Ifl 
20yd.  2ft 
20yd. 


1ft. 
1ft. 


1ft. 
1ft. 


Angling  at  Appleby  on  the  Eden.  —  The 
angling  rights  on  the  Eden,  both  above  and  below 
Appleby,  belong  to  Lord  Hothfleld,  who  lets  them 
to  Mr.  Halifax,  of  the  Tufton  Arms,  and  therefore 
anglers  staying  at  his  house  have  a  splendid  stretch 
of  water  to  try  their  skill  on. 
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THAMES  BAEBEL  FISHING. 


The  three  great  game  fish  of  the  Thames  are 
undoubtedly  the  trout,  the  carp,  and  the  barbel, 
and  the  writer  places  them  in  this  consecutive 
order  after  a  fairly  extensive  experience  in  the 
capture  of  each.  For  brilUance  in  play,  and  value 
in  every  sense  when  landed,  the  trout,  of  course, 
is  "head  and  shoulders"  above  the  others.  For 
cunning  and  hard  fighting  a  Thames  carp  (I  am 
not  speaking  of  pond  fish,  although  they  are 
"  fly  enough  ")  of  5lb.  to  101b. — and  I  have  caught 
H  few  between  these  weights — requires  both  skill 
and  nerve  to  bring  to  the  net.  There  are  many  more 
fine  carp  (and  trout)  in  the  Thames  than  the  average 
angler  would  credit;  but  both  species  are  so 
abnormally  "educated,"  as  well  as  shy,  that 
records  of  their  capture  are  rare.  As  to  the 
Thames  barbel,  he  is  widely  and  numerously 
distributed  over  the  great  metropolitan  river,  but 
he  also  "  wants  some  catching ' '  when  of  mature 
size.  Hundreds  of  regular  anglers — at  any  rate,  in 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Thames — can  recall  the 
capture  cf  fairly  good  bags  of  barbel  up  to,  say, 
41b.,  but  few  have  had  the  pride  and  pleasure  of 
bringing  to  net  the  leviathans  which  are  and  have 
been  recorded,  particularly  from  waters  "  above 
Lock."  Those  who  have  experienced  "  red-letter 
days,"  when  big  barbel  were  really  feeding,  will 
recall  them  as  amongst  the  happiest  of  their 
anghng  experiences,  and  these  notes  are  penned 
with  a  hope  to  render  practical  assistance  to 
aspirants  for  such  honours  and  such  delightful 
memories. 

A  word  of  warning  at  the  start.  Thames  bar- 
belUng  is  by  no  means  a  certain  sport,  nor  is  it, 
as  generally  practised  by  those  who  succeed,  an 
inexpensive  one.  Far  from  it.  The  barbel  is, 
like  the  trout  and  carp,  exceedingly  wary  and 
cunning,  but  those  who  go  in  quest  of  him  have 
the  advantage  that  when  found,  and  found  in  the 
feeding  humour,  a  great  take — instead  of  but  a 
specimen  or  two — will  probably  reward  the  skilful 
fisherman.  Great  takes  have  often  been  recorded, 
and  are  still  to  be  assuredly  expected,  by  those 
who  fish  with  patience  and  judgment,  but  they  will 
not  reward  every  essay,  however  skilfully  planned 
and  carried  out,  for  the  barbel  is  not  only  a  wary 
but  a  capriciously-feeding  fish,  often  not  con- 
descending to  look  at  any  bait,  no  matter  how 
well  presented,  when  they  are  known  to  be  present 
in  huge  shoals :  and,  still  more  vexing,  often  going 
suddenly  off  the  feed  just  as  the  angler,  having 
caught  two  or  three  "whoppers."  reckons  he  is 
in  for  a  record  day.  But  still  they  are  well  worth 
trying. 

The  chief  rivers  in  England  noted  for  barbel  are 
the  Thames  and  the  Trent,  while  the  Lower  Kennet 
— in  and  near  Reading — probably  holds  the  biggest 
fish  nowadays.  Over  the  whole  stretch  of  the 
Thames — at  any  rate,  to  a  distance  above  Oxford, 
which  surely  affords  a  wide  enough  range  for  the 
angler— they  are  pretty  equally  distributed  ;  but  it 
is  a  notable  fact  that,  roughly  speaking,  the  larger 
fish  are  not  killed  before  Windsor  is  reached,  and 
that  as  one  travels  up  the  Thames  the  size  of 
individual  fish  increases.  This  is  not  a  dogmatic 
statement,  but  is  at  any  rate  approximately  true ; 
and  mav  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  higher  up  the  river  the  barbel,  which  is  a  slow 
growing  fish,  is  not  so  frequently  angled  for,  or  at 
any  rate  with  such  persistence  as  lower  down.  Great 
numbers  of  fair  size  are  taken  at  Walton,  and  still 
more  extensive  captures  are  yearly  recorded  from 
the  Windsor  waters.  Maidenhead  and  Marlow 
famish  some  good  takes,  as  do  the  Hurley,  Henley, 
and  Soiming  reaches  principally,  however,  from 
the  weirs  and  mill-tails.  At  Reading,  as  noted, 
there  are  huge  barbel  right  in  the  town— principally 
above  and  below  the  turbines  which  work  the 
Corporation  sewage  disposal  arrangements  at 
Blake's  Lock ;  and  higher  up  the  Kennet,  as  far 
M  Burghfield.  the  penstocks  and  pools  swarm 
with  them.  Returning  to  the  Thames,  good  sport 
1«  to  be  had  in  the  Purley  reaches  and  Maple- 
dnrham  pool  (if  leave  can  be  obtained).  Then  one 
pjiy  pass  Pangboume;  and  coming  upstream  to 
Goring,  a  urious  fact  has  been  noted  for  many  a 
J^ear.  That  barbel  abound  here  is  evident  from 
fl»e  fish  to  be  seen  on  the  shallows  at  and  for  a 
week  or  so  after  spawning  time  in  the  spring;  and 
then  they  disappear,  and  none  are  caught.  Me- 
(bioks  a  patient  and  well-breeched  angler  might 


do  worse  than  steadily  plod  his  way  downstream 
from  Goring  to  Basildon,  methodically  baiting  and 
persistently  trying  all  likely  "holes"  under  the 
clay  banks  on  the  towpath  side  of  the  stream.  Is 
it  not  recorded  that  the  late  Wm.  Bailey,  of 
Nottingham  (the  prince  of  barbel  anglers  in  the 
Trent  style),  greatly  opened  the  eyes  of  the  good 
people  of  Sonning,  a  many  years  ago,  in  somewhat 
similar  style  ? 

From  Goring  the  barbel  fisher  must  proceed  as 
far  as  Abingdon  to  find  sport.  Here,  in  the  pool, 
are  many  great  fish  which  only  wait  for  anglers  to 
catch  them :  and  in  my  young  days  at  Oxford  the 
same  might  be  said  of  the  city  waters  at  Medley 
and  Godstow. 

To  complete  these  remarks  on  "haunts,"  barbel 
love  swiftly  running  water,  and  as  a  rule  like  it 
deep.  Weir-pools  and  mill-tails,  for  these  reasons, 
are  generally  preferred  by  them ;  but,  where  not 
much  disturbed  by  traffic,  tbey  will  be  found 
shoaling  in  many  a  deep,  mid-current  stream, 
particularly  one  more  or  less  recently  channelled  by 
dredging  operations;  and  also,  as  above  hinted, 
wherever  the  set  of  the  current  has  excavated  thp 
bank,  provided  it  leaves  a  gravelly  or  sandy 
bottom.  They  loathe  mud  bottoms  as  they  do 
stagnant  waters,  which  fact  accounts  greatly  for 
their  gameness.  I  have,  however,  found  my 
largest  fish  in  quiet,  deep  eddies  and  streams,  where 
there  is  sure  to  be  food.  The  same  remark  applies 
to  trout,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  but  is  not 
generally  known.  Every  year  the  bed  of  the 
Thames  changes,  so  that  there  is  nothing  so 
necessary  as  local  expert  knowledge  if  one  would 
succeed.  There  can  be  no  greater  fallacy  than  the 
old  aphorism,  "  once  a  barbel  hole  always  a  barbel 
hole."-  These  fish,  like  all  others,  change  their 
venue — though  certainly  to  less  extent — according 
to  the  height,  temperature,  and  colour  of  the  water. 

Methods  of  Fishing  for  Bakbel; 

These  are  knovm  as  ledgering,  float  fishing,  and 
clay-ball  fishing;  and  each  style,  so  far  as  the 
Thames  is  concerned,  is  usually  carried  on  from  a 
punt,  though  bank  angler's  sometimes  make  big 
takes,  as  they  do  commonly  on  the  Trent,  by 
choosing  suitable  swims  within  reach.  For  each 
method  the  same  rod  will  do.  and  I  prefer  one 
such  as  Mr.  Slater  turns  out  so  well,  of  well  seasoned 
greenheart  throughout;  and  the  best  length  is 
somewhere  about  12ft.,  rather  over  than  under. 
A  fairly  stiff  back  is  desirable,  and  will  be  found 
necessary  in  steering  a  big  barbel,  in  one  of  his 
very  business-like  and  trying  rushes,  away  from 
piles,  stones,  roots,  etc.,  or  occasionally  from  the 
rye-peck,  to  which  the  punt  is  fastened — for  he 
will  try  every  dodge,  and  repeatedly.  My  favourite 
barbel  rod  is  the  same  which  I  use  in  spinning  for 
Thames  trout.  A  powerful  Nottingham  reel,  with 
a  big  drum  for  rapid  winding  under  emergencies, 
should  be  used,  with  really  reliable  fittings,  for 
nothing  "makes  a  man  look  such  a  fool"  as  the 
sudden  detachment  of  his  reel  in  the  handling  of  a 
big  fish.  I  always  use  a  plaited,  dressed  silk  hne 
for  ledgering,  and  a  plaited,  undressed  silk  line  for 
float  fishing.  Both  are  stained  a  light  brown  and 
rubbed  with  Gishurstine,  deer's  fat,  or  vaseline. 
By  the  way,  Gishurstine  (a  tip  given  some  years 
ago  by  a  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette)  I 
have  found  the  best  for  all  angUng  purposes,  as  it 
preserves  and  floats  the  Hne  splendidly,  and  for 
long-corking  does  not  weight  it  as  vaseline  has  a 
tendency  to  do  when  often  applied.  Three  feet  of 
fairly  stout,  round  gut,  stained  coffee  colour,  is 
enough  ;  and  the  hook  for  ledgering  should  be  on 
rather  finer  gut,  so  that  in  the  event  of  getting  the 
lead  caught  on  a  foul  bottom  there  will  be  a 
minimum  loss  of  tackle.  The  weight  of  lead  must 
be  adjusted  to  the  strength  of  the  stream,  and 
should  be  a  heavy,  coffin-shaped  one  in  foul  places. 
Where  the  Ijottom  is  clear  from  obstruction,  I  like 
a  ^oz.  to  loz.  buUet,  as  the  bait  then  plays  about 
in  a  more  attractive  manner.  As  to  hooks,  the 
"shced"  hook  invented  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  is  simply  splendid 
for  holding  in  position  a  "threaded"  lobworm,  a 
very  important  point  in  this  style  of  fishing.  The 
hook  I  prefer  is  a  round  bend,  not  larger  than 
No.  3  or  4  Redditch  scale.  My  fancy,  however,  on 
a  clear  bottom,  is  a  No.  5  or  6  (same  style)  hook, 
simply  hitched  through  the  middle  of  a  medium 
maiden  lob,  as  the  play  is  very  attractive.  This 
will  bo  further  referred  to  under  the  heading  of 
"  baits."  For  float  fishing  the  size  of  float  and  weight 
of  lead  must  be  nicely  adjusted  to  strength  and 


depth  of  stream.  "Tight-corking"  is  another 
useful  method,  also  imported  from  the  Trent,  but 
not  much  seen  on  the  Thames.  In  clear  water  the 
method  known  as  "clay- balling"  often  proves 
deadly,  particularly  when  the  fish  apparently  will 
not  take.  The  usual  modus  operandi  is  to  squeeze 
a  number  of  gentles,  portions  of  worms,  or  pieces 
of  greaves  into  a  lump  of  clay  about  the  size  of  an 
egg,  and  wrap  this  round  with  the  hook  length, 
the  shank  of  the  hook  being  pressed  into  the  ball, 
baited  with  a  corresponding  bait.  This  tackle  is 
lowered  rather  than  flung  into  the  water,  into 
which  a  few  similar  pellets  are  occasionally  dropped, 
and  the  fish  will  hook  themselves.  Even  more 
deadly  is  the  following  little-known  dodge  for 
taking  shy  barbel  in  bright  water.  Make  up 
pellets  of  clay  and  bran  about  walnut  size,  and 
in  a  hole  pressed  into  the  lump  by  the  finger  drop  a 
few  gentles,  and  nearly  close  the  lips  of  the  hollow,  so 
that  the  maggots  easily  work  out.  These  drop  in  as 
above.  Around  a  similarly  treated  pellet  wind  the  gut 
of  two  roach  hooks,  so  fastened  to  the  trace  that  they 
hang  exactly  level,  and  on  each  spit  one  gentle 
through  the  skin  of  the  thick  end,  and  press  in 
shanks  of  hooks  close  together.  Lower  carefully, 
without  the  least  splash,  and  if  barbel  are  about 
you  won't  wait  long  for  a  "puU."- 

Baits  and  Baiting.- 

Many  an  otherwise  experienced  angler  only 
associates  barbel  fishing  with  lobworms,  but  this  is 
not  so.  Under  ordinary  conditions  the  lobworm  is 
undoubtedly  the  best  all-round  bait,  but  is  terribly 
expensive,  and  almost  prohibitive  during  such  a 
July  as  we  have  just  experienced.  I  have 
mentioned  the  whole  worm  threaded  (\mtil  only 
the  head  and  tail  are  left  free)  and  the  worm  left 
to  crawl  about  with  but  a  small  hook  across  the 
centre.  Others,  and  at  other  times,  hke  oifly  the 
head  or  tail  end  of  the  lob  so  placed  on  the  hook 
as  to  not  much  more  than  cover  the  shank  and 
bend,  and  this  is  certainly  deadly  at  times.  When 
using  lobworms  you  must  ground-bait  by  placing 
at  least  a  thousand  in  a  large  swim  in  two  do=es, 
the  last  lot  as  near  twenty-four  hours  as  possible 
before  you  mean  to  begin  angling,  and  scatter  in  a 
few  sparingly  as  the  sport  proceeds.  In  a  heavy 
stream  the  worms  must  be  embedded  in  clay,  in  a 
moderate  one  they  may  be  advantageously  cast  in 
loose;  but  always  the  greatest  judgment,  which 
means  a  knowledge  of  the  water  and  set  of  the 
current,  must  be  used,  or  the  labour  and  expense 
will  be  worse  than  wasted  by  attracting  the  fish 
elsewhere,  and  "  the  remedy  prove  worse  than  the 
disease."  When  using  whole  worms  on  the  hook  I 
ground-bait  with  whole  worms,  when  head  or  tail 
with  broken  worms. 

When,  as  in  hot  summer  weather,  worms  are 
hardly  to  be  got  "  for  love  or  money,"  try  greaves, 
or  "scratchings,"  using  the  white  parts  for  hook 
bait,  as  in  chub  fishing.  This  will  answer  on  the 
ledger,  but  seems  to  do  best  with  float  tackle. 
With  greaves  be  very  sparing  in  the  amount  of 
ground- baiting ;  meal  and  boiled  potato,  with  a 
modicum  of  clay,  are  useful  worked  in  with  the 
ground-bait  for  this  fishing.  A  grand  float  bait, 
but  little  known,  is  the  tail  of  a  crayfish,  boiled 
without  salt  and  peeled.  This  has  accounted  for 
many  a  fine  barbel,  as  has  (ledgermg)  a  boiled  broad 
bean,  with  the  skin  roughly  torn  off  each  end  and 
a  small  triangle  drawn  through  the  tough  middle 
part,  and  also  a  small  triangle  smothered  with 
lively  gentles.  Cheese  paste  on  a  triangle  has  been 
known  to  kill,  but  after  all  lobworms  and  greaves 
must  be  pronounced  the  staple  baits  for  the  barbeL 

Finally,  the  barbel  is  in  best  season  and  most 
frequently  taken  from  the  middle  of  July  until  the 
early  frosts  of  October,  and  in  the  warm,  bright 
days  of  summer  only  falls  a  victim  to  those  who 
start  before  the  beams  of  the  sun  are  on  the  water, 
or  angle  "  out  of  the  hurly-burly '-  as  the  shades  of 
evening  fall.  C.  B. 


The  long-continued  spell  of  hot  weather  has 
reduced  the  water  in  some  streams  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  them  too  low  for  angling  and 
even  otter-hunting.  The  Buckley  Otter  Hounds, 
which  hunt  the  rivers  of  North  Wales,  have  had 
very  good  sport  so  far,  and  have,  up  to  the  present 
time,  accounted  for  twenty  otters,  all  fairly  hunted 
down  by  the  hounds.  They  had,  on  fAug.  8  and  9, 
two  most  enjoyable  days  on  the  River  Ceriog,  a 
tributary  of  the  Dee,  wliich  joins  that  river  a  short 
distance  below  the  village  of  Chirk,  in  Denbighshire. 
They  brought  to  hand  a  fine  otter  each  day. 
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AN  AUGUST  HOLIDAY  IN  SAVOY. 


Fob  an  August  or  September  vacation  commend 
me  to  Annecy.  Few  so  conveniently-reached 
Continental  places  can  offer  equal  advantages  to  a 
disciple  of  Izaak  who  loves  to  in<erm'ngle  angling 
with  other  relaxations. 

It  is  so  easily  accessible,  not  too  mountainous,  yet 
adjacent  to  the  most  desirable  recesses  of  the  Savoy 
and  Dauphiny  Alps.  It  lies  between  Geneva  and 
Aix-les- Bains,  and  on  the  direct  rail  line  from  Paris 
to  Mont  JJlanc.  By  express  Paris  is  only  ten  hours 
away,  and  London  ouly  seventeen.  Aix-les-Bains, 
at  this  time  of  the  year  full  to  over-abundance  of 
Continental  gaieties  and  cosmopolitan  fashion,  is 
but  one  hour  distant,  the  trains  convenient,  and 
the  road  for  motors,  cj'cles,  and  carriages  delightful, 
)>assine,  if  you  so  choose,  the  grand  gorges  of  the 
river  Fier,  or  the  cascades  of  Gresy. 

At  Annecy  the  air  is  pure  and  the  temperature 
fresh.  Life  here,,  too,  is  economical.  There  is  a 
variety  of  good  hotels  and  of  apartments  in  the 
town  and  in  the  villages  alongside  the  lake.  In 
Annecy  itself  the  Grand  Hotel  d'Angleterre  is 
recommended  by  all  who  have  been  its  guests,  for 
kind  care,  good  management,  and  liberal  table. 

In  itself,  too,  the  ancient  city  is  in  various  ways 
interesting  for  quiet  strolls,  with  its  old-time 
arcades,  cathedral,  convents,  and  churches.  A 
chateau  dominates,  now  a  military  barracks,  but  in 
former  days  it  was  the  stronghold  of  Genevois  earls 
and  Nemours  dukes,  evidence  of  whose  ideas  of 
government  were  until  recently  eloquently  visible 
ia  their  instruments  for  torture,  and  the  under- 
ground cells  of  their  Bastille  below. 

The  local  museum  has  claims  for  more  than  one 
or  two  inspections,  for  its  admirably-arranged  and 
rich  collections  of  Savoy  specimens  of  geology, 
mineralogy,  and  natural  history,  especially  orni- 
thological. A  peculiar  pride  of  the  city  is  its 
Florimontane  Society,  a  literary  association  with 
many  valuable  MSS.,  quaint  local  records,  and  a 
continuous  associated  existance  co-equal  with  that 
of  the  celebrated  French  Academy. 

However,  Annecy's  chief  charm  is  its  lake, 
exquisite  in  loveliness.  No  other  Alpine  water 
equals  it;  the  colourings  are  delicious.  Near  are 
great  mountains,  while  round  its  shores  are  varied 
scenes  of  rural  beauty.  It  is  the  gem  of  all  Savoy 
lands,  and  as  is  often  quoted — 

"  La  Savoia  c'est  la  Nor;nandif,  avec  les 
horijcns  de  la  Suisse  et  1?  ciel  d'ltaLe." 

In  the  heraldry  of  Annecy  the  trout  is  prominent, 
and  justly  so.  for  good  fishing  is  handy  in  various 
directions — in  the  Ficr  river,  especially  near  the 
famous  Gorges,  du  Fier,  a  few  minutes  by  train 
from  the  city.  Here  you  can  hook  the  speckled 
ones,  and  what  is  as  essential  to  some  of  us,  have 
them  quickly  cooked  to  a  dehcacy  at  the 
Restaurant  Chalet  (a  branch  house  of  Hotel 
Angleterre),  and  enjoy  your  meal  on  a  platform- 
terrace  perched  high  above  the  romantic  dell  and 
rapids  at  the  very  entrance  of  the  Great  Gorge. 

In  another  direction  a  steam  tramway  runs  up, 
pa'=t  the  unique  Parmelan  rocky  wall,  to  Thones, 
in  la  Petite  Suisse-Savoie,  a  picturesque  mountain 
district,  with  good  angling  streams. 

Clustering  around  the  lake  shores  are  a  multitude 
of  antique  legends  and  literary  reminiscences. 
Here  Rousseau  first  taught  his  contemporaries  to 
see  the  sentimental  side  of  rugged  hills.  Sue  found 
quiet  refuge  here,  and  wrote  lovingly  of  the 

"  lac  enchanteur,  dent  les  aspects  varies 
sent  disposes,  groupes  proportione-s  pa;-  la 
Nature,  avec  un  bonheur  qui  defis  I'ideal 
de  I'Art." 

At  Menthon  is  shown  the  window,  and  the 
saintly  impress  on  the  rock  underneath,  whence 
St.  Bernard  leapt  on  the  eve  of  his  intended 
wedding-day,  preferrirg  a  hermit's  cell  with  celestial 
visions  to  his  ancestral  cast'e  and  a  terrestrial 
bride.  Rather  farther  up  the  same  shore  (and 
past  the  secluded  spot  Taine  selected  for  his  tomb) 
are  old  buildings  of  the  too  notable  Talloires  Abbey, 
about  which  other  stories  are  registe.'-ed.  Its 
priors  expelled  demons  l)y  burning  unlucky 
parishioners  at  the  stake  in  Talloires  market-place, 
yet  had  frescoed  on  their  chamber  ceilings  much 
too-lightly  attired  damscds,  types  of  foldtren  amours, 
wrote  an  old  traveller.  No  wonder  disorders  reigned 
rampant,  and  that  the  monks  of  Talloires  were 
more  distinguished  for  nocturnal  excesses  and  good 
vintages  than  for  piety  and  books,     But  all 


Talloires  monks  were  not  such  bon  viveurs.  On  a 
picturesque  cliff-side  above  Talloires  is  the 
Hermitage  of  Saint-Germain,  whose  holy  living 
made  this  spot  a  pilgrimage  shrine  for  many 
succeeding  ages,  as  to-day.  for  the  superb  panorama 
it  overlooks,  it  is  a  favourite  resort  for  pilgrim 
tourists  of  artistic  temperaments. 


it  is  said,  offered  also  to  throw  a  bridge  across  tho 
lake  for  the  trifling  cost  "  du  sel,  du  beurre."  The 
Seigneur  of  Duingt  declined  the  proposal,  and  so» 
even  to  our  day,  this,  the  finest  prospect  on  the 
lake,  remains  unmarred. 

Between  Duingt  and  Talloires,  and  at  other 
points,  the  steamboat  passengers  can  distinctly  see 


Steamer  "  Ville  d'Annecy." 


Talloires  and  Duingt,  Lake  of  Annecy. 


One  end  of  the  Lake  of  Annecy. 


On  the  hillside,  commanding  likewise  similar 
superb  views,  is  the  comfortable  summer  residence 
of  Mr.  Noblemaire,  the  president  of  the  wide- 
spreading  P.L.M.  railroad,  and  across  the  lake  at 
Duingt  a  conspicuous  chateau  reminding  one  of 
some  antique  Scottish  castles.  This  is  built  on  the 
site  of  a  legendary  edifice  erected  by  a  fairy,  who, 


vestiges  of  prehistoric  lake  villages.  The  steam- 
boats themselves  are  good  and  elegant,  running  at 
most  convenient  hours,  and  having  on  board 
table  d'hote  and  other  meals,  of  which  it  is  only 
necessary  to  say  that  the  conking  on  these  steamers 
is  also  connected  with  the  Hotel  Angleterre. 

Max.' 
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THE  SALMON  FISHING  SEASON 
IN  CANADA. 


The  salmon  fishiag  season  in  Canada  has  been, 
so  far.  one  of  the  worst  on  record.  Not  only  has 
there  been  a  marked  diminution  in  the  run  of  the 
fish,  but  a  variety  of  circumstances  has  mibtated 
against  the  success  of  angling  in  those  rivers  in 
•which  the  fish  have  been  the  most  plentiful. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  scarcity  of  the  fisb,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  net  fishermen  have 
not  taken  more  than  about  half  the  usual  number 
of  Atlantic  salmon  this  season.  Various  causes 
are  assigned  for  the  scarcity,  many  of  the  pro- 
fessional fishermen  complaining  that  it  is  due  to 
the  ravages  of  the  dogfish,  which  have  been  on  the 
increase  for  some  time  past,  both  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  of  the  New  England  States  and  Canada,  and 
also  in  the  C4ulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  The  falling  off 
in  the  supply  has  been  so  striking  from  what  it  was 
last  year,  however,  that  many  authorities  hesitate 
to  believe  that  the  salmon  could  have  been  so 
largely  destroyed  in  a  single  season,  being  rather 
inclined  to  think  that  either  the  present  must  be 
an  off  year  for  the  majority  of  usually  spawning 
salmon  or  that  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season 
and  the  suljsequent  low  water  in  the  rivers  that 
there  will  st;ll  be  a  large  run  of  fish. 

The  anglers  who  fished  the  Trinity  river,  on  the 
north  shore  of  the  Gulf,  report  that  though  there 
were  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river  the  water  was  so 
low  that  the  catch  was  less  than  one-third  what  it 
■was  last  year.  The  Moisie  was  one  of  the  few 
rivers  which  yielded  fair  sport,  but  it  is  so  large  a 
body  of  water  and  holds  so  many  fish  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  imagine  indifferent  fishing 
there. 

Some  of  the  north  shore  rivers  which  were  fished 
by  American  anglers  were  deserted  after  only  a 
few  weeks'  trial.  The  tributaries  of  the  Saguenay 
have  all  turned  out  badly.  The  St.  Marguerite, 
which  was  fished  by  King  Edward  when  he  visited 
Canada  as  Prince  of  Wales,  has  yielded  scarcely  a 
fraction  of  the  fish  which  were  caught  in  it  last 
year.  The  Restigouche  and  Cascapedia  have  not 
done  much  better.  E.  T.  D.  C. 


because  of  being  a  dealer,  and  you  will  find,  I 
think,  that  it  would  be  better  to  so  do. 

"  In  regard  to  the  method  of  measuring  the 
casts  made  in  San  Francisco  I  cannot  tell  exactly 
how  it  is  done,  but  will  ascertain  immediately  upon 
my  return  to  New  York.  However,  the  casting  is 
done  from  a  platform  similar  to  the  one  used  by 
us  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

"If  there  are  any  points  I  have  not  touched  on 
which  you  would  like  me  to  I  should  be  very  glad 
to  do  so. 

"  One  word  in  closing,  if  you  will  allow  it.  My 
father's  name  is  Thomas  B.  Mills— William  Mills 
was  my  grandfather ;  the  firm's  name  is  '  WilUam 
Mills  &  Son,'  not  *Co.' 

"  Hoping  to  have  the  pleasure  of  casting  in  many 
more  English  tournaments,  I  am,  yours  sincerely, 
"Edward  James  Mills."- 
Mr.  E.  J.  Mills'  name  does  not  appear  in  Com- 
petition F.  (Heavy  Bait  Casting  from  the  Reel.— 
Amateurs).  Does  he  not  mean  Competition  D 
(Light  Bait  Casting.  Any  Style.— Professionals), 
which  is  given  as  "E.  J.  Mills,  New  York,  an  lift., 
llfoz.,  'Leonard'  spUt-cane"  ?  It  will  be  seen 
from  Mr.  Mills'  letter  that  the  American  record 
with  single  hand  trbut  fly  rod  (lOift.,  8|oz.  to  9oz.) 
is  Mr.  Golcher's  wonderful  cast  of  140ft.— that  is, 
46  yards  2ft.,  or  twdve  yards  better  than  Mr. 
Enright's  34  yards  2fb.,  which  is  the  record  for  this 
country.  I  do  not  quite  see  the  advantage  of 
having  the  bait  casting  on  water — it  must  add  so 
much  to  the  difificulty  of  measuring  the  casts.  I 
am  sure  we  all  hope  Mr.  Mills  will  come  and  win 
some  more  prizes. — Ed. 


MR.  E.  J.  MILLS,  OF  NEW  YORK 
ON  THE  TOURNAMENT. 


AsiEEiCAN  Records.- 


"  Dear  ^Ie.  Maestok, — You  ask  me  for  my  view 
of  the  Tournament.  I  fully  agree  -with  your  corre- 
spondent in  the  paper  of  July  30  that  all  casts 
which  touch  either  water  or  turf  behind  should  be 
disqualified. 

"The  arrangements  for  measuring  casts  were 
very  complete,  and  were  conducive  to  great 
accuracy.  One  thing,  however,  I  should  suggest 
is  that  all  casts,  whether  bait  or  fly,  should  both 
be  measured  in  the  same  units.  Either  yards  or 
feet  would  do,  but  you  should  choose  one  and  stick 
to  it.  I  should  suggest  '  feet,'  as  I  find  you  can  get 
more  accurate  results  than  if  '  yards  '  were  used. 

"  A  very  fair  method  of  judging  was  averaging 
the  three  longest  casts.  This  is  quite  different 
from  our  custom,  which  is  only  to  take  the  longest 
cast  of  each  competitor. 

"One  suggestion  I  would  make  is  that  you 
should  hold  the  bait  casting  contests  on  water 
instead  of  on  a  lawn. 

"Several  mistakes,  which,  I  take  it,  are  typo 
graphical,  have  crept  in.  One  is  in  the  length  of 
rod  used  by  me  in  Competition  F.  It  should 
be  7ft.,  not  lift. 
'  "  In  regard  to  the  records  made  in  the  United 
States,  they  are  fairly  and  accurately  measured, 
and  are  casts  made  in  a  tournament  held  by  the 
Fly  Ca.sting  Club  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.  The  record 
in  open  tournament  is  129ft.  .5»in.  That  was  made 
by  Mr.  W.  D.  Mansfield,  using  a  'Leonard-  rod, 
IWt.,  5}oz.  Mr.  Reuben  Leonard  made  a  cast  of 
120ft.  several  years  ago  in  Madison-square  Garden, 
New  York,  in  a  tank  similar  to  the  one  in  photo- 
graph sent  you.  Since  the  last  tournament  held 
in  San  Francisco,  Mr.  F.  C.  Golcher  has  cast  in 
club  tournament  140ft.,  using  a  'Leonard'  rod, 
lOJft.,  8'{0z.  to  9oz.  The  above  two  first  casts  were 
i  made  in  open  tournament  single  handed,  and  the 
latter  in  club  tournament  single  handed  also. 

"In  future  contests  I  think  you  should  adopt 
the  method  in  vogue  in  our  competitions  of  barring 
a  man  from  a  contest  because  of  his  record,  not 


A  YOUTHFUL  PORTRAIT  OF 
MR.  E.  M.  TOD. 


The  other  day  one  of  our  subscribers  kindly 
sent  us  a  photograph  of  Mr.  E.  Tod  when  a 
young  man.  We  feel  sure  many  of  our  readers 
will  be  glad  to  see  this  portrait  of  our  well-known 


cannot  truthfully  go.    My  memory  is  a  blank  as  to 
who  the  artist  was,  or  where  he  lived.- 

"  I  sent  Mr.  Williams  a  negative  which  had  been 
lying  in  a  locked  drawer,  all  but  forgotten,  and, 
being  an  amateur  photographer,  he  struck  off  the 
copy  which  he  sent  to  yon.  If,  as  j-ou  seem  to 
think,  your  readers  would  be  interested  in  seeing 
what  E.  M.  Tod  looked  Uke  when  he  was  a  lad,  you 
are  welcome  to  reproduce  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

"I  myself  cannot  help  smiling:  as  I  look  at 
the  long  stockings  which  I  had  pulled  over 
the  waders,  but  which,  let  me  add,  are  far 
more  efficacious  in  protecting  wading  stockings  from 
friction  than  are  socks,  but  which  look  hideous 
none  the  less.  Then  the  tails  of  the  coat 
are  much  too  long.  I  have  a  shrewd  suspicion 
that  this  was  not  my  fifh^ng  coat  at  all,  and  tba,t 
when  it  got  promoted  into  my  sporting  jacket,  it 
would  be  shorn  of  its  tails  by  a  summary  process 
at  the  village  tailor's.  At  this  stage,  my  fishing 
experiences  were  confined  to  the  Tweed,  the 
Teviot,  and  their  tributary  streams  ;  the  Clyde,  some 
streams  near  to  Edinburgh,  such  as  the  Almond(now 
done  for),  the  Water  of  Leith,  Gogar  burn,  Carlops 
burn,  etc..  Glen  Rosa  burn,  in  the  Isle  of  Arran. 
and  various  ponds  and  burns.  But  the  Tweed  and 
the  Teviot,  it  may  be  stated,  were  the  rivers.^  I 
was  then  not  an  apprentice  but  '  an  improver '  in 
'  the  gentle  art,  not  simple.'  _  ^ 

"  I  threw  a  good  line,  but  I  was  still '  in  petticoats 
as  regards  the  deeper  mysteries  of  wet  fly  fisWng- 
I  know  far  more  now,  it  is  true,  but  I  would  gladly 
go  back  to  my  youth,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
my  fishing  education  was  so  imperfect  in  these 
eariy  days.— Yours  truly,  M.  Tod.  - 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  held  at  Fish- 
mongers' HaU  on  Tuesday,  the  following  were 
elected:— Vice-presidents,  the  Earl  of  Moray, 
Viscount  Massereene  and  Ferrard,  Viscount  South- 
well and  others  ;  members.  Lord  Blythswood,  the 
Earl  of  Listowel,  K.P.,  and  others.  The  DuMin 
District  Conservators  of  Fisheries,  the  Forth 
District  Salmon  Fishery  Board,  and  the  Kent. 
Bela  Winster,  Leven  and  Duddon  Fishery  Board 
were'  affiliated.  Letters  of  regret  were  received 
from  the  Duke  of  Abercom,  the  Eari  of  Denbigh, 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land, Sir  Robert  D.  Moncreiff,  Bart.,  Su:  Henry 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Charles  Petrie,  and  others.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  statmg 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  had  asked  him  to 
postpone  approacMng  him  formally  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Amendment  BiU 
unta  early  in  the  autumn.  It  was  decided  to 
approach  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries  on  the  subject  of  introducing 
into  the  House  of  Commons  early  next  Session  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  English  Sahnon  Acts.  It  was 
reported  that  the  draft  of  the  Irish  Salmon 
Fisheries  Amendment  Bill  had  been  under  discus- 
sion, and  that  it  would  be  further  discussed  at  a 
future  meeting. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  Aug.  9,  1904. 

HEINEMANN'S  FAVOURITE 
CLASSICS. 


contributor  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  last 
twenty-five  years,  and  author  of  that  capital  work 
"  Wet  Fly  Fishing."  In  replying  to  a  letter  asking 
Mr.  Tod's  permission  to  use  the  portrait,  he  says:  — 
"  Dear  Sib,— The  photo  which  you  have  received 
from  my  friend,  Mr.  P.  Williams,  of  Sunderiand, 
represents  me  when  I  was  any\vhere  between 
nineteen  and  twenty-one.     Nearer  the  mark  I 


Mb.  Heinemann  is  bringing  out  a  new  series 
of  reprints  of  favourite  classics,  in  exquisite  little 
volumes,  hound  in  cloth,  gilt,  legibly  pnnted  on 
specially-made  paper,  at  the  record  price  of  6d 
per  volume.  As  is  fitting  and  proper  in  a  series  of 
classics  appealing  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  people  this 
series  starts  with  an  edition  of  the  n  orks  of  tihake- 
speare,  each  play  forming  one  cloth-bound  6d. 
volume.  The  introductions  to  these  volumes  are 
from  the  pen  of  Dr.  George  Brandes.  The  works 
of  favourite  authors,  not  only  in  English  letter, 
but  also  in  the  other  great  hteratures  of  the  world, 
will  follow.    Each  volume  will  be  sold  separately. 

The  aim  of  "  Heinemann' s  Favourite  Classics 
is  to  merit  its  name  in  every  particular,  giving 
those  authors  complete  whose  every  work  ha^ 
become  a  favourite  on  account  of  its  unquestioned 
and  individual  merit,  and  only  the  favourite  works 
of  authors  who  have  produced  much  which  is  not 
so  generally  acceptable.  .„  i     •  a 

Is  nearly  as  possible,  four  books  wiU  be  issued 
together  at  regular  intervals,  and  the  announce- 
ment of  further  publications  to  succeed  the  It  orlcs 
of  Shakespeare  will  be  "made  in  due  course. 


120 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  13,  1904 


THE  AUTUMN  PKOSPECTS. 


With  the  advent  of  August  comes  the  near 
approach  of  another  autumn  season.  Soon  the 
crack  of  the  rifle  and  the  death  cry  of  the  muir 
cock  will  again  have  duly  celebrated  the  festival  of 
Saint  Grouse,  when  the  gun  for  the  nonce  gives 
place  to  the  rod  and  the  lordly  autumn  salmon 
engage  the  serious  attention  of  sportsmen. 

The  netting  season  on  some  ninety  Scotch  waters 
closes  on  Aug.  26,  until  which  time  little  salmon 
angling  need  be  looked  for.  but  after  which  every 
fish  that  enters  the  river  is  to  the  chance  of  the 
rodsnian.  Much  depends  on  the  early  or  late 
Augn-.t  floods.  If  a  timely  flood  comes  about  the 
middle  of  August,  then  the  bulk  of  the  autumn 
migration  will  be  running  inland  just  as  the  nets 
are  being  cleared  off,  and  sport  a  certainty  on  the 
lower  reaches  at  least.  If  the  harvest  weather  is 
not  too  much  broken,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  too 
dry,  then  fine  round  waters  may  be  anticipated, 
and  good  sport  got  right  on  to  the  close  in  October 
or  whatever  the  case  may  be,  and  well  up  into  the 
middle,  if  not  the  fairly  higher,  reaches  of  most  of 
our  silmon  waters  worthy  of  the  name. 

It  is  somewhat  early  to  say  definitely  what  the 
prospects  may  be,  but  one  thing  is  certain,  that 
come  the  needed  rains  when  they  may  it  will  take 
a  week  of  floods  to  clear  out  the  accumulations  of 
algiie,  etc.,  that  every  mountain  stream  and  burn 
will  bulge  forth,  and  so  sweeten  the  waters  for 
good  angling  purposes. 

This  is  always  the  case  after  a  long  spell  of 
drought,  a  hot,  dry  summer,  and  a  minimum  of 
rainfall  in  July  such  as  we.have  just  passed  through. 
Of  course  anything  may  happen  within  the  next 
twenty-four  hours,  and  the  vagaries  of  the  weather, 
especially  in  the  northern  part  of  this  climate  of 
ours,  are  more  than  proverbial. 

The  netters  are  pretty  happy  over  the  present 
phase  of  matters  generally  with  regard  to  salmon 
and  grilse,  and  more  especially  sea-trout.  They 
are  congratulating  themselves  on  almost  every  hand 
at  the  certain  prospect  of  their  season  closing  down 
with  a  good  average  to  their  account. 

When  this  is  the  case  the  angler  may  confidently 
look  forward  with  some  hope  that  his  chances  may 
be  good,  and  that  he,  too,  may  share  in  the  spoil 
when  the  netter  retires  from  the  field.  There  is 
always  plenty  and  to  spare  when  the  netter  is 
pleased.  Looking  at  matters  all  round,  and  view- 
ing them  in  the  light  of  past  experience,  the 
prospects  all  round  are  by  no  means  disquieting. 
Angling  may  be  as  dull  as  ditch  water  in  the  mean- 
time, and  not  for  many  years  have  the  chances 
been  so  low,  but  evidently  a  good  head  of  fish  is 
on  the  coast,  and  a  few  timely  floods  wiU  bring 
them  into  the  pools.  G.  M; 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is  in 
fair  order,  though  the  stream  is  slack  and  the  boat- 
ing fraternity  still  strong.  This  has  not  helped  to 
improve  spoi  t,  and  I  can  hear  of  few  takes  of  fish 
of  importance.  Personally,  I  have  just  had  a  week 
on  the  Avon  and  a  week  on  the  Great  Ouse.  I  had 
some  splendid  roach  fishing,  taking  amongst  others 
eight  reach  of  l^b.  each  on  one  morning,  my  largest 
roa  :h  going  lib.  14Joz.  The  fishing  on  the  Quae 
was  poor,  very  few  anglers  out  of  the  many  I  met 
gettirig  any  sport  whatever,  the  river  being  very 
briyht.  In  rpgard  to  the  Thame=,  bream  continue 
on  the  feed  in  deep  and  quiet  waters.  Just  below 
]<ing.ston,  clients  of  Mr.  Bert  Wells  have  done  well. 
This  wtek  Mr.  Bert  Mamford  had  seven  bream 
up  to  2ilb.  each.  Mr.  Lansley  had  five  fish,  the 
two  hirgo^^t  weighing  41b.  3oz.  and  31b.  lloz. 
rei-pectivply,  which  he  has  weighed  in  at  the  K.P.S. 
Me^-irj.  Hurt  and  Bearing  have  had  at  the  same 
phu.e  eighteen  bream,  weighin'^  411b.,  the  largeist 
fiHh  tcaling  3Ib.  2o;s.  A  bank  angl'^r,  fishing  on 
W(  dnesd-iy  off  the  Canbury  Promenade  at  King- 
ston, thought  ho  had  hooked  the  ground,  but 
on  pulling  hard  something  heavy  appeared  to 
bo  on  the  line.  It  turned  out  to  be  tlie  body  of 
a  rnnn  who  had  been  missing  for  iio  months. 
The  body  was  brought  ashore  in  the  presence  of  a 
largo  number  of  people,  it  being  "Band  night," 
and  it  is  stated  that  deceased  had  left  a  wife  and 
bix  children.  The  Thames  Conservancy  is  taking 
stops  to  stop  rowdyism  _on  the  Thames,  and  some 


prosecutions  have  already  taken  place.  Nobody 
for  one  momnnt  wishes  to  deny  people  the 
pleasure  of  being  on  the  river,  provided  they 
will  conduct  themselves  in  an  orderly  manner; 
but  when  they  wish  to  indulge  in  an  intoxicated 
debauch  on  the  quiet  reaches  of  the  Thames, 
it  is  time  to  make  a  very  decided  move.  In 
addition  to  this  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Con- 
servancy has  sent  a  notification  to  all  the  owners  of 
steam  and  motor  launches  on  the  Thames  with 
regard  to  excessive  speed.  The  letter  pointed  out 
that  under  the  provisions  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Act,  every  vessel  should  be  navigated  with  care  and 
caution,  and  at  a  speed  and  in  such  manner  as  not 
to  endanger  the  lives  or  cause  injuries  to  persons, 
or  endanger  the  safety  of  other  vessels,  or  any 
moorings,  or  to  the  banks  of  the  Thames  or  other 
property,  and  that  the  maximum  penalty  for  any 
infraction  of  this  rule  was  £20  ;  and  further,  in  the 
event  of  a  second  conviction,  the  registration 
certificate  ceased  to  be  of  any  force,  thus  preventing 
the  use  of  the  vessel  on  the  river.  —  F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Sport  continues  very  quiet 
here;  several  nice  chub  up  to  31b.  have  been  taken 
on  the  fly,  the  Zulu,  Coachman,  and  Alder  account- 
ing for  some  of  the  best  of  these  fish.  A  number 
of  eels  are  still  being  caught  on  ledger  tackle,  while 
roach  are  feeding  very  badly,  a  few  only  being 
caught  during  the  last  hour  of  fishing.  Gudgeon 
come  freely  to  the  rake,  and  a  brace  or  so  of  good 
pTch  have  come  to  th-^  net,  while  another  angler 
has  caught  five  trout  while  ledgering  with  lobworm, 
one  of  which  was  just  large  enough  to  bag. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week  on  some  days  on  this  stretch  of  free  water  we 
have  had  strong  winds  and  bright  w  -athf  r,  which 
m  ide  the  Cam  at  times  dirty,  neverthless  from  tlie 
quantity  of  anglers  seen  out  some  decent  summer 
takes  have  been  recorded.  Bags  of  mixed  fish  from 
41b.  to  141b.  Roach  are  now  coming  on  the  feed 
fast,  and  bags  had  up  to  61b.,  largest  fi^h  lib. 
Some  good  perch  have  been  creeled  up  to  lib.  The 
bream  are  still  the  fish  anglers  are  trying  for :  they 
are  coming  well  at  paste  and  boiled  wheat. — John 
O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wrexham  District). — I  do  not 
think  the  present  call  be  regarded  as  a  very  good 
season.  The  exceptional  heat  which  has  lasted 
since  late  June,  with  only  one  or  two  really  good 
rains  to  refresh  the  river,  has  renderad  the  water 
stale  and  of  cloudy  colour,  and  during  the  heat  of 
the  day  all  fish  but  the  quite  small  fry  seem  to  be 
obstinately  off  the  feed,  although  of  course  there 
are  occasionally  exceptions  to  this  rule.  The 
magnificent  yachting  weather  has  brought  an 
enormous  number  of  visitors  to  the  Broad  district, 
and  anglers  who  are  sensitive  to  launch,  boat,  and 
yacht  traffic  perpetually  disturbing  their  swim  had 
better  wait  until  late  September  or  October  before 
making  angling  excursions.  This  is  the  best  all 
round  time  for  fishing  the  Broads  and  rivers,  both 
upper  and  lower  sections. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Little  has  been 
done  this  week  by  anglers,  and  the  tide  is  now  low. 
A  few  peal  have  been  creeled,  whilst  a  dozen  trout 
is  considered  a  good  basket.  The  worm  is  the  best 
bait  — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whittay).-^Sport  upon  this  river  continues 
of  anindifitrent  nature,  owing  to  the  low  and  clear 
condition  of  the  water,  and  only  an  isolated  catch 
or  two  are  recorded  during  the  past  week.  Rain  is 
much  needed  in  the  district,  in  order  that  matters 
may  be  improved.  Sea  anglers  are  having  capital 
sport  in  the  offing,  where  whiting,  haddock,  gurnet, 
etc.,  are  very  prolific.  One  party,  whilst  fishing 
during  Monday  evening,  had  splendid  sport,  about 
six  score  fish  being  taken,  chiefly  with  the  bottom 
line;  whilst  other  parties  of  visitors  fishing  to  the 
south  of  the  buoy  have  had  grand  sport  throughout 
the  week.  From  the  quays  the  catches  are  at 
present  somewhat  indifferent,  and  only  a  moderate 
number  of  enthusiasts  are  operating. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Ezeteri. — The  general  rain  has 
improved  the  fishing  generally.  Trout  anglers  are 
doing  well  with  minnow,  upstream  worm  fishing, 
and  flies.  The  roach,  perch,  and  eel  fishing  at 
Cowley,  St.  David's  station,  and  near  Exwick  has 
been  good.  In  the  canal  large  roach  have  been 
caught.  Perch,  though  small,  are  in  large  numbers. 
Tench  and  carp  of  specimen  size  may  be  seen  but 
not  caught.  Some  bass  have  been  taken  at  Ex- 
mouth  pier  and  in  the  tideway  by  resident  anglers 
and  visitors,  who  are  here  in  large  numbers. — Red 
Palmer. 

laea  and  Tributaries. — The  recent  raius  have 
put  the  river  in  the  upper  reaches  at  least  into 
good  condition.  Very  little  has  been  done  among 
the  trout,  but  a  nice  fish  of  between  41b.  and  51b. 
is  reported  from  the  Hertford  district,  where  also  a 
perch  Jof  21b.  loz.  and  some  tench  and  rudd  have 
been  landed.    The  backwaters  at  Waltham  have 


fished  well,  roach  up  to  lib,  9oz.  having  been  taken. 
Very  little  sport  has  be  in  had,  however,  in  the 
navigation  river. — Izaak  Walton. 

liXige  and  Arrow  (Iieominsterl. — Both  these 
streams  are  not  in  the  best  of  condition  for  fishing. 
AngHng  has  been  fairly  brisk  in  the  evening,  but 
sport  has  not  been  very  good.  Some  nice  trout 
and  grayling  landed  with  the  fly,  and  a  few  fish 
taken  with  wasp  grub.  Sport  should  be  good  next 
week. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborougrh). — Some  exceptionally  good 
fishing  has  been  had  lately,  but  the  weeds  are  very 
troublesome,  many  having  lost  their  tackle  from 
this  cause.  The  best  fish  taken  that  I  have  hoard 
of  this  week  are  two  chub,  weighing  resp  'ctively 
5lb.  142oz.  and  51b.  14oz. ;  aro  ich,  lib.  9ioz.,  and 
a  tench  which  scaled  21b.  13oz. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Saltertou). — The  river  is  again 
very  clear  and  weedy.  Th=i  trout  hwe  lately  been 
rising  fairly  well,  especjially  at  about  9  p.m.  A 
nice  basket  of  eleven,  averaging  half  a  pound  each, 
was  taken  on  Aug.  6  on  the  Rolie  water and  again 
on  Aug.  8  four  fish,  weighing;  3 Jib.,  were  taken 
during  the  evening  rise.  Large  numbers  of  bass  have 
lately  been  observed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
but  though  several  anglers  have  tried  with  fly  and 
bait — natural  and  artificial — -no  success  has  resulted. 
— Heron. 

Oase  (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  is  in  perfect 

order  and  fish  are  feeding  well.  Mr.  West  caught 
twelve  bream  weighing  421b.  Some  good  roach 
are  also  being  taUen. — A.  Scard. 

 (Huntingdon). — The  water  remains  a  fair 

colour,  but  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  last  week, 
roich  particularly  going  off  the  feed.  A  couple  of 
nice  tench  and  two  or  three  good  catches  of  bieam 
are  all  that  have  come  under  my  notice  this  week, 
— CuAS.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  Although  low,  the 
streams  are  not  foul,  and  roach  and  chub  afford 
plenty  of  sport  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  county 
town,  but  conditions  are  more  agreeable  in  the 
higher  reaches  at  Montford  Bridge  and  Shrawardine 
which  are  not  so  freely  fished.  Cubes  of  bread 
crust  form  killing  baits  for  roach,  but  many  anglers 
prefer  clean  paste,  white,  yellow,  or  red,  according 
to  fancy  or  the  state  of  the  water.  Ground  baiting 
is  essential,  and  the  swims  should  be  tested  for  pike. 
The  Roden  and  Tern  are  good  rivers  for  mixed 
bags,  and  permission  to  angle  is  usually  easy  to 
obtain.  It  is  reported  that  the  lease  has  been 
signed  transferring  to  the  Shrew.sbury  and  District 
Aneling  Society  the  fishery  rights  of  the  Corporation 
of  Shrewsbury,  so  that  the  executive  will  now  be 
in  a  position  to  take  action  against  unauthorised 
netsmen  in  certain  parts  of  the  river.  Grayling 
fishing  is  best  in  the  South  Shropshire  streams,  but 
the  dainty  Salmo  thymaUus  may  be  caught  in  the 
Severn,  at  The  Isle,  Atcham,  Cronkhili,  and  other 
places.  One  or  two  capital  creels  of  roach  have 
b?en  caught  at  the  Cherry  Orchard  Ferry,  and  Mr. 
Warwick,  on  August  6,  captured  a  4lb.  chub  on  a 
paternoster,  baiting  with  a  bunch  of  gentles. — ■ 
Hafren, 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — The  summer-like  weather  continues,  bub  it 
has  not  bsen  so  hob  during  the  past  few  days,  and 
we  have  had  some  cooling  showers  of  rain,  bub  not 
in  sufficient  quant  ties  to  make  any  impression  on 
the  state  of  these  rivers,  which  are  now  at  a  very 
low  level,  and  with  the  water  much  to  bright  for 
angling  with  any  prospect  of  success.  August  is 
considered  to  be  the  very  worst  month  in  the 
season  as  far  as  fly  fishing  for  trout  in  these  streams 
is  concerned,  but  as  regards  other  kinds  of  fish  there 
is  yet  no  cause  for  complaint,  and  fair  takes  are  a 
matter  of  every  day  occurrence — Vyrnwy. 

Somerset  Streams  (Willitou,  Dunster,  etc.).— 
Sport  was  not  quite  so  good  last  week,  but  we  had 
a  few  good  trout  each  day,  chiefly  with  the  Blue 
Dun.  Many  of  these  streams  ar  >und  Williton  are 
closed  for  the  season  from  July  31.  This  we  only 
ascertained  a  few  days  ago,  and  we  went  to  search 
for  fresh  rivers  to  conquer.  Among  those  we 
visited  were  Oare  water  (of  Jan  Ridd  fame),  where 
I  saw  some  nice  trout,  and  the  upper  Exe  at 
Winsford,  eight  miles  from  Dulverton,  which  seems 
a  particularly  charming  spot,  and  the  trout  are 
numerous  and  of  fair  si^e,  though  probably  aver- 
aging smaller  than  near  Williton.  Permission  can 
be  ootained  on  the  spot.  I  had  afterwards  a  few 
hours  on  the  Otter,  near  Honiton,  which  I  found  in 
capital  condition,  but  the  scorching  weather  pre- 
vented much  sport.  Ttie  Red  Quill  was  the  only 
successful  fly,  but  a  big  fish  broke  me  on  a  Coach- 
man. Referring  to  my  qualified  statement  in  the 
report  of  July  30  as  to  Dunster,  I  have  to  confess 
that  I  was  misinformed.  The  Dunster  stream  is 
not  free  in  any  section  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
and  permission  is  seldom  given. — J.  Paul  Tayloe. 
[Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — There 
is  but  little  to  report  from  the  rivers,  which  are  too 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactorer  of  every  description  of  Fisiiing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TJSN  GOLD  AND   OTHEJR  MBDALS  AWABBJED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods- 
Light,  Etrong,  and  pleasant  to  Reih  with ;  enperloz  to  Split  Oant, 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

Fzom  9  ft.  to  13  ft.,  and  weighing  fzom  9  ota.  to  19  oaa, ;  yety  poweilal, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Oane, 

Reels  and  Lioes  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

IhlB  Beel  la  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abioad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  looha  In  Scotland,  anglera  may 
lely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Taokle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line, 

i2  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  SalmoOi 

80  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  of!,  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  bettei 
they  get, 

The  tollowlag  are  a  tew  uasolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Q.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvelloai.   I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  B.  writes :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  Whan  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  '■  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  Job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


BURBERRY-PROOF 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 


Provide  the  Angler  with  every  habilimentary  need,  and  afford— (1)  Protection  from  Wet  in  all  forms. 
(2)  Self  Ventilation  in  Proofed  Cloths.        (3)  Coolness  and  Lightness.        (4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  I'he  best  fishing  hat  I  ever  used.  You 
can  liave  it  as  light  as  you  like,  and  yet 
it  will  keep  out  any  amount  of  rain,  and 
the  peak  protects  the  eyes,  ears  and  back 
of  neck. '—fishing  (JazetU. 

Single  brim  7/6 

Double  brim  (to  hold  casts  and  flies)  8/- 


E?erj 

"Barberrj- 

PfOOf" 

bears  a 
"Barberry" 
Label. 


of 
for 


No  garment 
;^existent 
gives  such 
freedom 
swing 
the  arms. 
This  charac- 
teristic is  an 
essential  to 
the  sports- 
man, what- 
ever sport 
pursuing. 


BURBERRY  FISHING  SUIT. 


The  feature  of  the 
cator  "  is  its  adaptability 
to  the  angler's  needs, 
both  when  bank-ftshing 
and  wading.  The  collar 
cape  protects  the  vulner- 
able points,  and  beins; 
furnished  with  a  pivot 
sleeve  it  makes  an  ideal 
fishing  coat. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregrinations  witlj 
Sportsmen  and 
travellei-s  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali- 
ties, whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  ioaepai  - 
able  companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
bnilneM  ia  Ui« 
span. 


PISCATOR. 


FISHING  SLIP.ON, 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON  j  and  BASINGSTOKE. 
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bright  for  successful  sport.  I  hear  of  a  few  roach, 
up  to  14oz.,from  the  Ouse,  and  chub  from  the 
upper  portion  of  the  water.  Carp  have  been  taken 
from  the  Adur  by  late  and  early  fishing,  but  nothing 
over  5 Jib.  has  been  notified.  Chichester  Canal  has 
yielded  roach  up  to  8oz.  and  bream  of  IJlb. ;  a  host 
of  small  fry  fell  to  the  lot  of  anglers.  A  few  good 
eels,  one  of  2pb.,  have  been  taken  in  the  Hunston 
reach.  The  powers  that  be  are  at  last  taking  steps 
to  effect  a  tweed  clearance.  We  have  on  many 
occasions  called  attention  to  the  disgraceful  state  of 
the  water  and  its  insanitary  condition.  The 
authorities  have  awakened  to  the  fast  that  the 
only  way  of  clearing  the  canal  of  its  superfluous 
weeds  is  by  dragging  them  out.  Tlie  council  will  be 
asked  on  Friday  night  to  approve  the  resolution  of 
the  Committee,  "that  extra  men  be  put  on  to  clear 
the  weeds  from  the  canal  if  found  necessary." — 
Gtcorge  F.  Salteb. 

Teme  (Iindlow). — The  evening  lias  been  the  best 
time  for  fishing.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm  and 
wasp  grub  has  accounted  for  some  good  perch, 
chub,  and  dace.  Minnow  fishing  in  early  morning 
has  been  successful.  On  Aug.  8,  with  the  wasp 
grub,  six  nice  trout  were  landed  below  Ludford 
J'rospects  for  sport  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbnry). — Angling  has  been  tried  during 

the  evening  with  fly  and  wasp  grub,  and  some  fair- 
sized  fish  landed.  The  trout  are  scarce  and  do  not 
rise  well.  Grayling  have  been  moving  fairly  well 
Prospects  for  next  week  are   favourable. — Wor 

CESTEB. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrhbonringr 
Rivera. — The  heavy  showers  of  the  past  few  days 
have  had  a  good  effect  upon  these  streams,  although 
still  low,  and  the  sport  has  been  much  better  than 
for  some  time  past.  Some  very  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  taken  at  Bellingham  on  the  North 
Tyne,  also  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Corbridge. 
One  or  two  excellent  baskets  are  reported  from  the 
Coquet.  The  reservoirs  at  VVhittledene,  too,  have 
been  fishing  much  better.  Angling  on  the 
BoRDEBS.— The  salmon  rod  fisliing  during  the  past 
week  yielded  good  sport.  The  recent  heavy  rains 
brought  fresh  water  into  the  river,  and  allowed 
the  fish  to  get  up.  On  the  Twizel  water,  Mr, 
William  Stoddart,  Tilmouth  Park,  was  very  suc- 
cessful, catching  two  salmon  of  101b.  and  81b.,  and 
seven  grilse,  S^lb.,  S^lb.,  51b,,  4J^lb.,  4Jlb.,  41b., 
and  41b.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  Henderson. 
Heiton  Mill  House,  landed  a  salmon  of  9Jlb.  and 
a  grilse  of  4^1b.  On  the  Castle  Heiton  water  the 
same  gentleman  secured  a  salmon  of  lO^lb.  with  a 
trout  rod  and  line.  Mr.  George  Swan,  Donaldson's 
Lodge,  caught  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  41b.  On  the 
Birgham  water.  Lord  Dunglass  landed  a  salmon  of 
1 61b.  Mr.  J ackson,  Doddington,  on  the  Till,  hooked 
a  sea- trout  of  2  Jib.  Some  good  trout  have  been  got 
on  the  Tweed.  Mr.  Stevenson,  Edinburgh,  hooked 
eleven  trout  and  a  grayling,  and  Mr.  A.  Sorott,  four, 
Mr.  Alexander  Reid,  Cornhill,  with  worm,  had  a 
splendid  basket  of  trout,  scaling  131b.  Mr.  John 
Percy,  Coldstream,  caught  41b.  with  worm,  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Cossan,  Cornhill,  with  fly,  hooked  5|lb. 
Mr.  Andrew  Moffat,  Donaldson's  Lodge,  on  Twizei 
water,  caught  eighteen  trout;  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Swan,  Donaldson's  Lodge,  had  six  trout,  all  with  fly. 
Fishing  on  the  Bowmont,  Mr.  Gow,  Thornington 
House,  caught  twenty  trout  with  fly  ;  and  Mr.  Jeff 
Wooler,  hooked  eighteen.  Fishing  at  night  out  of  a 
boat  for  eels,  Mr.  James  Easton,  Tilmouth  Cottages, 
landed  3  J  stone.  Killing  flies :  Black  Palmer,  Small 
Black  Gnat,  Red  Spider,  Coachman,  Orange  Dun, 
and  Governor.  —  Henby  A.  Mueton,  Northern 
Anglers'  [Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk).— The  river  remains  very  low,  and  no 
fish  have  been  taken  with  the  rod  and  line  smce 
last  week.  The  bailiffs  netted  the  association 
water  three  times,  taking  a  fair  number  of  fiah.  A 
fresh  is  badly  needed,  when  there  would  probably 
be  good  sport  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
river. — T.  R. 

Welland  (Crowland).— Mr.  J.  E.  White,  Crow- 
land,  has  the  credit  of  having  captured  the  largest 
pike  ever  caught  in  the  Association  waters  here. 
The  weight  is  12|lb.  and  3ft.  4Jin.  in  length.  That 
portion  of  the  Welland  used  by  the  Stamford  Asso- 
ciation cannot  be  fished  for  pike  at  this  time  of  the 
year. — E.  A.  S. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— Recent  takes  include 
a  pike  of  8ib.  by  Mr.  Frost,  and  the  general  sport 
has  been  satisfactory.  The  proprietors'  prize  of  one 
guinea  was  won  on  Aug.  7  by  Mr.  Ealund  with  a 
take  (Thames  measurement)  of  41b.  2oz.,  and 
similar  prizes  are  offered  for  the  14th  and  21st,  that 
for  the  14th  being  for  the  best  take  of  bream.  A 
pike  of  12lb.  was  taken  some  days  back. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  in  order  for  the  fly,  as  they  aro  both  low 
and  clear,  but  the  bright  weather  we  have  had  has 
been  against  fishing  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  A 
good  average  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  both 


streams,  but  their  creels  generally  have  been  light, 
only  a  brace  or  two  each,  and  these  generally  fishing 
late  at  night.  Mr.  Cooper's  is  the  best  basket,  one 
night  last  week,  three-and-a-half  brace.  On  Monday 
(Aug.  8),  Mr.  Newton,  ono  trout;  and  a  few  others 
have  taken  a  fish  or  two,  mostly  in  the  evening. 
The  prospect  is  not  very  rosy,  as  we  want  rain  to 
freshen  these  waters.  Useful  flies  —  Ash  Dun, 
August  Dun,  Golden  Dun,  Red  Ant,  Red  Quill, 
Dotterel  Dun,  and  Black  Gnat. — Dottebel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfs,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Rain  has  fallen  on  the  hills,  and 
there  has  been  a  nice  little  freshet  in  the  Yore, 
Swale,  and  tributaries,  which  jhas  improved 
?port  very  considerably.  I  have  not  been  out 
lately,  but  I  hear  some  of  the  local  anglers  have 
done  fairly  well  in  the  Cover.  Mr.  Horpfall  has 
had  good  sport  at  Cover  Bridge.  Mr.  Collinson 
had  nice  sport  on  Aug.  8,  securing  fifteen  fine 
trout  with  the  worm.  Sport  has  also  improved 
at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  In  the  dis- 
trict of  Boroughbridge  some  nice  sport  has 
lalso  been  met  with.  Mr.  Westerman  and  others 
have  done  fairly  well.  The  Nidd  was  slightly 
coloured  last  week-end,  and  sport  has  improved  in 
the  upper  reaches  at  Pateley  Bridge,  Darley,  and 
Birstwith.  One  angler  landed  twenty-eight  trout  with 
the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,  returning  eighteen 
undersized  fish,  on  Aug.  0.  At  Darley  sport  has 
also  improved  in  the  lower  reaches.  The  Wharfe  has 
also  been  freshened  up.  Sport  has  improved  in  the 
upper  reaches  at  Bumsall  and  Ilkley.  In  the  lower 
reaches  good  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  the 
coarse  fish.  The  Derwent  is  fishing  bettor.  DuriAg 
the  last  few  days  some  fine  baskets  of  dace  have 
been  cauglit  in  the  upper  reaches.  Several  anglers 
have  visited  the  Ouse  at  Acaster,  and  some  very 
nice  sport  has  been  met  with.  Best  flies  at  present 
are  Brown  Owl,  Cinnamon,  Alder,  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  and  Poult  Bloa. — John  E.  Milleb,  Nortliern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

— Since  last  reported  angling  conditions  have  been 
in  every  respect  most  unfavourable.  Weather 
bright  and  water  low.  The  following  are  amongst 
the  best  baskets  : — On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  Wilbraham  and 
Mr.  Foster  fished  Loch  Veyatie  and  landed  twenty 
two  trout,  71b.,  and  a  similar  basket  was  made  on 
Loch  Urigill  by  Sir  Montague  Pollock,  London,  and 
Mr.  Burket.  On  the  3rd,  Sir  Montague  Pollack  and 
Mr.  Burket  fished  Loch  Veyatie  and  caught  twenty 
trout,  51b,  and  Mr.  Foster,  on  Loch  Urigill,  seven- 
teen, 5Jlb.    This  week  the  weather  improved. — B. 

Beauly. — The  Phipps  party  continue  to  have 
capital  sport  on  the  Beaufort  Castle  waters,  the 
sport  for  the  past  week  including  twelve  grilse  and 
four  salmon.  The  river  is  now  in  good  condition 
owing  to  the  recent  rains.  Mr.  Barry  and  party, 
Struy  Lodge,  are  having  splendid  sport  on  the 
Farrar,  some  twenty  fish  were  landed  up  till  last 
week,  and  since  the  rain  there  has  not  been  a  blank 
day.  The  pools  are  well  stocked.  Mr.  Wood,  lessee 
of  Eskdale  shootings  and  fishings,  is  having  fair 
fishing  on  his  beat  of  the  Beauly.  Mr,  Bradley 
Firth  had  most  successful  fishing  on  the  lochs  in  the 
Cozac  forest,  the  baskets  reaching  up  to  241b.  per 
day.  Captain  Combe,  of  Strathconon,  had  an  excel- 
lent week's  fishing  among  the  lochs  in  his  forest  at 
Strathconon ;  while  Major  Stirling,  of  Monar,  has  had 
some  heavy  baskets  of  trout  on  Loch  Monar  during 
the  past  few  days.  All  true  lovers  of  sport  will  join 
with  us  in  pajdng  our  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
Lady  Tweedmouth,  who  passed  away  after  a  very 
painful  iUness  at  Guisachan  House,  her  beautiful 
seat  on  the  banks  of  the  Beauly.  By  the  death  of 
Col.  the  Hon.  Henry  Fraser,  of  Lovat,  which  took 
place  at  his  residence.  North  Lodge,  near  Beauly, 
one  of  the  best  known  sportsmen  in  the  Highlands 
has  also  passed  away. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Good  baskets  of  fine 
little  herling  have  been  taken  in  the  Longtown  and 
Metal  Bridge  stretches  of  the  Double  water.  Yellow 
trout  are  still  being  got  in  Esk  and  Liddle  and  in 
the  tributaries,  while  herling  are  aSording  capital 
sport  in  the  mid  reaches.  In  the  Solway  the  takes 
of  sea-trout  have  been  moderate  during  the  last 
ten  days.  Some  grilse  were  taken  on  Aug.  6  at  the 
chief  net  fisheries,  but  the  nets  did  not  reap  the 
weekly  close.  The  season  for  netting  in  the  Solway 
closes  in  about  five  weeks.  Fishing  in  the  lower 
waters,  Messrs.  H.  Foster  and  W.  Chambers  have 


Trout,  Hea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
Blocks  iu  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
.Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  jjarts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  ]al<e,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  flue  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each. — .J.  E.  MILLER,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Statlou-atreet,  Leedi.  Xelegiatu*  :  "  Fi«c»tor,  Leedi.'' 


had  splendid  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling. 
Major  Ramsden  landed  a  salmon  in  the  Netherby 
reserved  water  weighing  8lb.  on  Aug.  5,  also  a  fine 
basket  of  herling,  while  Mr.  Makant  has  had  good 
baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the  same  water. 
In  Canonbie  Water  Mr.  R.  Nelson  had  three  sea- 
trout  and  twenty-four  herling.  Mr.  McLellan. 
fishing  in  Netherby  reserve  water,  captured  a  sea- 
trout  of  31b.  and  sixteen  herliug ;  Mr.  D.  Little 
caught  a  salmon  weighing  lUb.,  and  at  another 
fishery  creeled  ono  sea-trout  and  sixteen  herlini?. 
Dr.  Belilio  basketed  during  the  week  four  sea-trout, 
thirty-one  herling,  and  five  yellow  trout;  Mr.  H.  15. 
Yates  had  six  sea-trout  and  thirteen  herling  ;  Rev. 
R.  H.  Kerr  had  two  sea-trout  and  seven  herling ; 
Dr.  Blayney  had  two  sea-trout  and  ten  herling  ; 
Mr.  Yates  had  ten  herhng ;  Mr.  Hartley  caught 
a  dozen  herling;  Mr.  Laidlaw  had  a  sea-trout  of 
3  Jib.  and  some  good  sized  herling.  Dr.  Anderson, 
in  two  nights'  fishing,  had  four  sea-trout  and 
some  good  herling ;  Mr.  Jas.  Steele  had  three  sea- 
trout  and  thirteen  herling;  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  one 
sea-trout  and  forty-four  herling ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous 
and  Mr,  W.  Murray  had  each  a  dozen  herling; 
Mr.  Tom  Steele,  two  sea-trout  and  fourteen  herling  ; 
Mr,  Walter  Riddle,  fourtgen  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Thomp- 
son, a  sea-trout,  ten  herling,  and  five  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  Elliot,  one  sea-trout  and  some  herling;  Mr. 
C.  G.  Francis  creeled  two  herling,  seven  sea-trout, 
and  sixteen  yellow  trout  in  the  mid  reaches; 
Mr.  Rainie  caught  three  sea-trout  and  some 
herling.  A  goodly  number  of  herling  have  been  got 
in  the  Metal  Bridge  stretch  of  water,  where  visitors 
staying  at  Mr.  Gartner's  Hotel  are  granted  free 
fishing.  Good  sport  is  being  had  between  the 
Roost  and  the  Metal  Bridge  pool.  In  Langholm 
water,  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  caught  a  salmon,  weighing 
13 Jib.,  at  the  Island  Pool  below  Irvine  House. 
Mr.  Phayre  Loch,  staying  at  Mr.  William  Douglas's 
Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  creeled  sixty  yellow  trout 
in  Meggat  water  above  Langholm  on  Aug.  5.  Mr. 
R.  Nesbit,  one  sea- trout  in  Langholm  water  on  same 
date.  Mr.  J.  Beattie,  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  on  Aug,  6. 
The  Liddle  is  affording  good  sport,  mora  especially 
in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  R.  Edgar  has  had  capital 
sport  with  yellow  trout,  with  an  occasional  sea- 
trout  and  some  fine  herling.  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  had 
two  sea-trout  in  Kershopo  foot  water.  Mr.  T. 
Edgar  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
Gullet  Pool  and  Sandholm  Pool.  Mr.  J.  Walker 
and,  Mr.  J.  Beattie  have  also  had  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  between  the  village  and  Manse  Lynn. 
Yellow  trout  are  being  got  in  the  Hermitage  at 
night  fishing;  indeed,  most  of  the  takes  are  being 
made  at  night. — Gilnockie. 

Hehridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  at  Rodel  House,  from 
August  1  to  August  6,  has  been  seven  salmon, 
weighing  401b.  4oz.,  and  105  sea-trout,  weighing 
441b.  12oz. ;  and  at  Finsbay,  98  sea-trout,  weighing 
391b.  2oz.— G.  D.  Stirling. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  Aug.  1, 
Mr.  Ivory,  on  Castle  Bay,  killed  five  trout,  41b.,  one 
ferox,  7lb.,  and  one  grilse,  41b.  On  2nd,  Mr.  Dwyer, 
on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Collingham,  on 
Mid  Assynt,  sixteen  trout,  61b.  On  3rd,  Professor 
Purdie,  on  Head  Assjmt,  one  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  and 
Miss  Collingham,  on  Mid  Ass3mt,  eighteen,  61b.  On 
4th,  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  4  Jib. ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Gibson,  on  Loch  Awe,  fourteen  trout, 
61b.  On  5th,  Messrs.  Gibson,  on  Loch  Awe,  fourteen, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Upper  Inver,  two  grilse,  71b., 
4  Jib.  On  6th,  Professor  Purdie  and  Miss  Buchanan, 
on  Loch  Awe,  fourteen  trout,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Wylie,  on 
West  Assynt,  twenty,  81b. — W.  Wallace. 

Eyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.). — Record 
sport  in  sea-trout  angling  has  been  got  by  visitors 
at  the  Station  Hotel.  Mr.  Williamson  has  been 
creeling  from  lOlb.  to  121b.  daily;  Mr.  Webster 
made  three  baskets  of  91b.,  101b.,  and  111b. 
respectively.  On  Aug.  8,  Mr.  Ross  and  Mr. 
Urquhart  were  out  from  the  hotel,  and  in  one  hour 
caught  eight  sea-trout,  4f  lb.  A  grilse  weighing  91b. 
was  also  caught  by  one  of  the  hotel  anglers.  On 
the  Bonarbridge  section,  Mr.  John  McLennan, 
fishing  only  a  few  hours  a  day,  got  good  sport — on 
the  4th,  eight  sea-trout,  71b.,  and  on  the  6th,  nine 
beauties,  the  heaviest  being  21b.,  and  the  whole 
101b.  'There  are  also  other  anglers  out  almost 
daily.    Ideal  weather  prevails. — B. 

Lochinver  (Calag  Hotel). — On  Aug.  1,  Mr. 
Christie,  two  grilse,  3  Jib.,  51b. ;  Mr.  Ferguson, 
eighteen  trout,  7  Jib. ;  Dr.  Archdall,  sixteen,  4lb. ; 
Mr.  Garratt,  twelve,  41b.  On  2nd,  Mr.  Christie,  one 
salmon,  61b. ;  Mr.  Fordham,  eight  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Marshall,  twenty-two,  7  Jib.  On  3rd,  Mrs. 
Marshall,  one  salmon,  7^1b. ;  Mr.  Garratt,  some  good 
sea- trout ;  Dr.  Archdall,  six  trout,  21b.,  and  one  sea- 
trout,  21b.  On  4th,  Mr.  Ferguson,  seven  trout,  2Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Foster  and  Dr.  Holden,  four.  On  5th,  Mr.  Bid- 
well  (sea),  thirty-seven  haddock  and  gurnet;  Mr. 
Ferguson  Jsea),  two  fish;  Messrs.  a'Court  and 
Harrison  (sea|{t  fifteen  haddock.    On  6th,  Mr. 
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aud  Mrs.  Marshall,  eighteen  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Makins,  twelve,  4|lb. ;  Messrs,  Bidwell,  twenty- 
two,  C^lb.     All  waters  hopelessly  low. — J.  Mao-i 

KENZIE. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  past  week  has  not 
been  favourable  looking  from  electric  clouds  hanging 
overhead  and  changeable  winds,  though  fish  continue 
to  take  the  fly  well,  and  a  number  of  the  heaviest 
creels  this  season  have  been  got.    Baskets  are  more 
varied  with  heavy  and  small  fish,  young  trout  being 
come  across  in  large  numbers.    Mr.  J.  A  Thomson, 
and  Mr.  Gibson,  Coatbridge,  had  twelve  trout,  141b., 
Mr.  Frederick  Thomson, Dundee,  and  Mr.  A.  Graham, 
St.  Andrews,  twenty-one  trout,  261b.  12oz.,  four 
weighing  101b.    Messrs.  Tanqueray  and  Mr.  Burt- 
Marshall.  Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  14lb.  8oz  ;  Mr. 
James  Gordon  and  Mr.  Syme,  Glasgow,  twenty-one 
trout,  2-l:lb. ;  Mr.  Inglis,  Glasgow,  nine  trout,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Black,  Taypool  (two  days),  twenty-two  trout, 
201b.  ;  Mr.  Macdonald,  Glasgow,  ten  trout,  131b, 
The  Glasgow  District  Angling  Clubs'  Association 
with  thirty-two  rods  secured  eighty-one  trout,  which 
weighed  911b.  Toz.    Eight  clubs  were  represented  at 
the  competition,  each  by  four  rods.    The  associa- 
tion's trophy  was  won  by  the  Bothwell  and  Blan- 
tyre  Club  team,  who  had  seventeen  trout  which 
weighed  171b.  6oz.    Five  members  of  the  Fifeshire 
Club  captured  twenty-five  trout  211b.  lloz.  The 
first  prize  was  awarded  with  a  catch  of  nine  trout, 
71b.  12oz.   Xineteen  rods  at  the  Glasgow  St.  Mungo 
Club    competition  had  fifty-six  trout,  361b.  loz. 
First,  Mr.  D.  Kater,  with  five  trout,  51b.  5oz.  Leith 
Flyfishers'   Association    took    twenty-five  trout,, 
isib.  15oz.,  with  six  rods.  Mr.  W.  F.  Harvey  secured 
the  first   prize  with  seven  trout,  which  weighed 
61b.   6oz.    The  number  of  trout   captured  with 
the  rod  lart  month  was  327,  which  weighed  3521b. 
This  ia  double  the  number  taken  in  July  last  year, 
though  little  more  than  half  the  number  of  boats 
were  out  last  month.    Over  500  trout  have  been 
taken  during  the  first  nine  days  of  the  present 
month,  or  almost  equal  to  the  total  catch  in  August 
last  year. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 
Xess  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Aug.  1,  Mr,  Smith, 
Dundee,  killed  one  grilse,  51b.,  one  sea-trout,  lib. ; 
Mt.  W.  Pile,  Sutton,  Surrey,  six  trout,  51b.  On 
2nd,  Mr.  Pile  killed  two  grilse,  41b,  each.  On  3rd, 
one  grilse,  41b.   On  4th,  one  grilse,  41b. — S.  Tilston'. 

North    of    Scotland.  —  Dee.  —  After  many 
abortive  offers  the    river   rose  '  in  considerable 
volume  on  Aug.  6,  gladdening  the  hearts  of  weary 
anglers  who  have  been  fairly  out  of  it  all  through 
.Tune  and  July  owing  to  the  extreme  drought.  Not 
for  forty  j'ears  was  the  Dee  so  low  as  previous  to 
the  present  fill.    For  the  past  few  days  it  has  been 
too  dirty  for  angling,  but  fish  have  been  running 
freely,  and  sport  will  be  rife  towards  the  end  of 
the  week  on  the  middle  and  lower  pools  at  least. 
Wormers  were  out  in  great  force,  especially  on  the 
side  streams,  and  some  excellent  baskets  were  made 
both  with  it  and  the  minnow.    The  Duchess  of  Fife, 
the  Duke  and  family  pass  up  to  Mar  Lodge  this 
week,  and  the  Duchess  will  at  once  commence 
salmon  angling.    Her  pools  have  been  replenished, 
and  are  in  excellent  ply.   For  some  time  back  sport 
has  been  quite  at  a  standstill,  but  now  that  a  freshet 
has  come,  the  rivers  cleared  out,  and  the  pools 
made  fishable,  the  month  of  August,  which  is 
usua'ly  the  worst  angling  month  in  the  year,  should 
show  up  well.    On  the  Banchory  reaches^  Mr.  Gray 
had  a  grilse  of  61b.  one  evening  lately,  while  good 
baskets  of  finnock  and  sea-trout  have  been  made 
on  Inchgarth,  Nether- Banchory,  and  tidal  waters, 
Mr.  Simpson  had  sixteen  finnock  on  Aug.  4,  Mr. 
Cecil  V.  Impey  four,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Mackay  four, 
The  netting  season  closes  on  Aug.  26,  but  may  now 
be  gauged  from  the  official  returns  of  the  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Board,  who  work  some  £40,000  value  in 
stations,  both  in  the  river  and  on  the  coast.  The 
total  catch   up  to  July  31,    1904,   amounts  to 
77,930tb.,  valued  at  £5950  8s.  8d.,  an  increase  over 
Itkst  year  of  10,3581b.  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea- 
trout,  and  £022  in  money.    The  Don,  Ythan,  and 
I  'gie  have  all  been  in  spate,  are  now  running  clear, 
and  sport,  especially  grilse  and  sea-trout,  may  now 
bo  confidently  anticipated  for  weeks  to  come. — Q.  M, 
Overscaig   Hotel    Waters    (Lairg,   N.B.). — 
(Jwing  to  the  long  continuation  of  drought  sport 
fell  off,  still  some  very  satisfactory  creels  were 
made.    On  Aug.  1,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  fished 
Mid-Shin  beat,  Lioch  Shin,  and  landed  twenty-one 
trout,  averaging  clo=e  on  jib.  each ;  on  the  2nd,  on 
Loch  More,  they  had  a  fine  basket  of  fifteen  sea- 
trout,  which  aggregated  17^1b.    On  the  5th,  Mr. 
KennethMackay  had  nine  sea-trout,  101b.  Prospects 
improving  daily. — B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  a  falling 
off  in  the  sport  among  herling  since  Saturday  morn- 
ing, August  6,  solely  on  aocouut  of  the  unsettled 
conditions  of  the  weather  and  waters.  The  following 
are  the  reports  from  the  district  rivers : — The 
A"  -  A-..  —The  herling  swarm  in  the  tidal  waters  and 
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The  unsettled  con - 
daily  occurrence  of 


some  sport  is  being  had  daily, 
ditions  of  the  weather  with  a 

thunder,  and  lightning  at   night,  have  kept  the 
herling  in  the  humour  for  taking  the  fly  freely. 
Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon,  fishing  the  Brewery  stream,  took 
a  dozen  herling  with  a  small  silver  Devon  minnow. 
Mr.  Robert  Graham  caught  five  or  six  with  worm 
bait  in  the  Brewery  pool.    Mr.  Scott  had  a  splendid 
basket  of  herling  with  fly  in  his  water.    Mr.  John 
Dunlop  caught  four  herling  with  fly,  Mr.  W.  Wright 
eight,  and  at  another  fishing  he  had  half  a  dozen. 
Mr.  E.  Nicholson  had  several  fair  catches  in  the 
Brewery  water,  Mr.  J.  Bonner  had  nine  in  the  water 
at  Violetbank,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Stourbridge-Tweedie 
had  nine  in  the  Galabank  portion.^  Mr.  Harry  Hudson 
had  some  nice  herling  with  worm  bait  in  the 
Brewery  pool ;  Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie,  W.S.,  had  some 
fine  herling  below  the  town  Cauld  with  worm  bait. 
Mr.  James  Loudon  caught  eighteen  with  night  fly. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  portion,  Mr.  Thorbura  and 
Mr.  Alex.  Mackay  have  had  some  good  baskets  of 
herling  and  yellow  trout.    In  Hoddom  Castle  and 
Castlemilk  waters  some  fair  catches  have  been 
made,  and  herling   are   now  making    a  better 
show    in     the     middle     reaches.     One  angler 
belonging  to  J;Lockerbie  took  a  grilse   of  6lb.  in 
the  Shillahill  portion,  and  Mr.  McLean  landed  a 
couple  of   sea-trout  of  about  21b.  each.  The 
Dumfries  Nith. — A  goodly  number  of  herling 
are  showing  in  the  stretch  below  the  town  Cauld, 
and  a  few  have  been  caught  by  local  anglers.  The 
herling  are  moving  up  from  the  lower  waters,  but 
it  will  require  another  flood  to  bring  them  up  to 
Closeburn  and  Thornhill.    The  autumn  salmon  are 
now  being  caught  in  the  firth  nets,  and  some  of 
241b.,  and  up  to  421b.,  have  been  caught  in  the 
firth  nets  near  Annan  since  last  week's  notes, 
while  a  sea-trout  of  311b.   was  also  captured. 
The  Galloway  Rivebs. — There  is  a  good  show 
of  fresh  run  sea  fish  in  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry 
of  Galloway,  but  sport  has  not  been  of  a  high-class 
character  this  week,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  fre- 
quent disturbances  in  the  rivers  with  thunderstorm 
showers.    Sea-trout  are  plentiful  in  all  the  streams, 
■  but  they  are  now  past  their  best.    The  Aybshire 
Streams  and  Lochs. — -The  best  sport  in  this  district 
has  been  on  the  lochs  among  yellow  trout.  Fishing 
on  Loch  Doon,  Messrs.  McLellan  and  Clark  caught 
twenty-eight  yellow  trout.  Another  party  had  good 
sport  on  Loch  Doon  with  the  fly. — Hbathebbell. 

Stafford  Arms  Hotel  (Scourie,  N.B.).  —  In 
common  with  other  angling  centres  in  the^  North 
the  weather  has  been  telling  against  sport,  but  not 
to  any  serious  extent,  for  fairly  good  baskets  are 
still  made.  On  Aug.  1,  Messrs.  Malloch  had  sixty 
trout,  201b.,  on  Loch  Crocach ;  Mr.  Smith,  thirty 
two,  71b.,  on  Loch-nam-Breack ;  Mr.  Treeby 
fourteen,  41b.,  on  Loch  Gorm ;  and  Mr.  Little 
eight,  81b.— B. 

IRISH  REPORTS 
Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — During  the 
week  General  Beresford  secured  one  summer  fish 
lUb.  and  sixty-eight  sea-trout;   Mr.   J.  Smyth 
Pigott,  one  .summer  fish  12lb.,  and  fifty-one  sea 
trout ;  Dr.  Hood,  thirty-five  sea-trout ;  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  J.  Foster,  seventy- four  sea- trout 
Mr.  W.  Wickham,  one  summer  fish  81b.,  and  sixty 
two  sea-trout ;  Dr.  Fenton,  two  summer  fish,  101b 
and  121b.,  and  155  sea-trout;  Mr.  Wm.  Pearson 
one  summer  fish,  91b.,  and  fifty-three  sea-trout 
Messrs.  Wm.  and  S.  O'Hanlon,  sixty-two  sea-trout 
(in  three  days).    Total  for  week,  six  summer  fish 


(601b.)  and  560  sea- trout.  Showery  weather  with 
south  and  south-west  winds  has  prevailed. — Jock 
Scott. 

Baun  and  Tributaries.  —  Heavy  showers  of 
rain  continued,  and  the  Maine,  Moyola,  Ballinderry, 
and  Black  water  were  in  slight  floodat  short  intervals 
through  the  week,  and  salmon  and  Lough  Neagh 
trout  ascended  the  lower  sections  of  those  streams. 
The  main  river  was  discoloured,  and  the  worm, 
shrimp,  and  spoon  accounted  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  fish  caught,  as  the  fly  could  only  be  used  on 
the  tihallows.  Many  of  the  salmon  that  were  in  tho 
lower  stretch  passed  over  the  weira  at  Caronroe  and 
Moonagher,  and  ascended  as  far  a?  Kilrea,  where 
they  are  resting  on  the  pools.  Dr.  Clements  caught 
six  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from  5|lb.  to  151b.; 
Mr.  F.  Wilson,  one  grilse,  41b.,  and  one  salmon, 
17Jlb.;  Mr.  J.  McLaughlin,  three  grilse,  51b.,  61b., 
and  l^lh.,  at  Kilrea.  Mr.  C.  W.  Henderson,  eight 
salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from  5lb.  to  ll|lb.;  Mr 
Mulholland,  thirteen,  ranging  from  51b.  to  10 Jib.  on 
the  Caronroe  reach  ;  and  Mr.  .1.  Duncan,  two  grilse, 
4lb.  and  8|lb.,  on  the  Portglenone  section. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  are  in  fairly 
good  order,  and  trout  fishing  is  improving  a  little. 
The  Dams  are  still  fishing  poorly  compared  with 
last  two  seasons'  returns.  September  is  usually  a 
good  month  at  Wood  burn  and  Stoneyford.  A 
correspondent  informs  me  that  a  schoolboy, 
named  Willie  Brown,  of  Ballymena,  killed  a  brown 
trout,  41b.  9oz.,  on  the  Maine,  at  Gracchill,  on 
July  22.  The  fish  took  a  Red  Spinner.  The 
County  Down  waters  of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  As- 
sociation are  giving  fair  returns  for  labour  spent 
on  them.  The  report  that  the  Association  has 
thrown  up  its  rights  on  the  Crossgar — a  river  which 
has  figured  prominently  lately  m  the  House  of 
Commons — is  untrue. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone). — A  small  run  of 
salmon  has  reached  the  lower  reaches,  and  some 
have  pushed  up  as  far  as  Benburb.  Fishing  the 
Torrent  tributary  last  week,  Mr.  .John  Wright, 
Belfast,  killed  half  a  dozen  trout,  scaling  71b.  2oz., 
on  the  natural  fly. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry). — The  Inny 
has  been  in  order  on  a  cjuple  of  days.  On  Aug.  4, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Martin  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  A  gentleman 
fishing  with  Ned  Dennehv  had  a  peal  of  31b.,  and  a 
gentleman  fishing  with  Pat  B.  Sullivan  another  of 
the  same  weight.  A  few  good  sea-trout  were  had. 
On  the  Cummeragh  fair  sport  was  had  at  sea-trout, 
but  only  a  few  salmon  were  had.  On  one  day  Mr. 
Ashton  had  one  of  71b.,  and  on  another  day  a 
gentleman  fishing  with  Pat  Curraa  landed  one  of 
bjlb.— T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Rain  has 
been  falling  almost  incessantly  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  river  is  in  high  flood  and  much  discoloured. 
Major  Goldschmidt  landed  three  salmon  of  91b.,  81b  . 
and  61b.,  on  Aug.  5,  6,  and  8  ;  Mr.  A.  M!  Walters 
landed  four  salmon,  on  same  dates,  of  91b.,  81b.,  71b., 
and  6lb.  ;  Mr.  Walters,  senr.,  landed  two  grilse  of 
5lb.  and  41b. ;  Mr.  Jos.  Hone  landed  two  salmon  of 
101b.  and  81b. ;  Dr.  G.  Mav  landed  three  salmon  of 
201b.,  161b.,  and  9lb.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Atkinson  landed 
two  salmon  of  81b.  and  71b.  At  time  of  writing  the 
weather  is  fine,  and  the  river,  although  very  high,  is 
getting  clean  and  in  fishing  order. — 5l.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Lough  Melvlu. — The  heavy  rains  of  the  past 
week  kept  the  lake  more  or  less  discoloured,  yet 
the  aiiglers  out  from  Garrison,  Ivinlough,  Bundoran, 
etc.,  have  done  well.  Amongst  the  most  successful 
anglers  were  Messrs.  E.  Colegrave,  Rose.  H.  L. 
Kirkpatrick,  E.  Hughes,  M.  Murray,  E.  Mulhern, 
and  a  great  many  others.  Trout  rose  freely  to  he 
fly  during  the  past  week,  and  numerous  ba.skets  of 
gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were  taken  by  the  anglers 
out  on  the  lake  generally.  At  time  of  writing 
(Aug.  10)  sport  with  trout  continues  good. — M 
RoG-VN  and  Sons. 

Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  excellent  order 
after  the  spates  and  salmon  are  well  distributed 
over  the  main  river.  Since  last  notes,  Mr.  Dobson 
killed  eleven  salmon ;  Colonel  Barker  two ;  Mr 
McPherson,  three ;  Major  M'Cammon,  one ;  Hark 
ness,  three ;  and  Bob.  Barker  seven,  all  averaging 
8lb.  Trouting  is  practically  over  for  this,  season. — 
—J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  oo.  Mayo). — During  the  last 
week  the  river  was  in  flood,  but  is  clearing  off  jusf 
now.  Good  sport  expected  during  the  week,  aa 
there  is  a  good  lot  of  fish  in  the  pools.  On  the 
upper  and  lower  reaches  sea- trout  fishing  is  sure  to 
be  good,  as  there  is  a  show  of  them.  Lough  Conn 
fished  good  for  pike  last  week,  some  good  ones 
being  taken  on  the  large  spoon  and  some  trout  on 
the  fly.  Good  fishing  expected  on  the  lough  diu'ing 
next  week. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  high  and  out  of  order  during  most 
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part  of  the  week,  but  as  I  am  writing  it  is  getting 
into  good  ply.  Mr.  Swift,  three  grilse,  191b.  ;  Mr. 
Garvey,  three  grilse,  161b. ;  Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  four 
);rilse,  231b.,  and  one  salmon,  61b. ;  Mr.  Adams, 
three  grilse,  191b. ;  Mr.  Castle,  four  grilse,  19lb. 
Some  very  fine  takes  of  salmon,  grilse  and  sea-trout 
have  been  got  in  the  Palmerstown  River.  Sea- 
trout  angling  very  good  on  the  Moy.  A  few  trout 
have  been  got  on  the  loughs.  Good  prospects  of 
sport  with  grilse  and  sea- trout  on  the  Moy  River. — 
Pat  Hbabnes. 

Rosses  (Duugloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  fine 
floods  washed  out  the  CroUy,  and  brought  lots  of 
sea-trout  up  from  the  bay  to  the  lakes,  all  of  which 
are  now  in  fine  fishing  order.  Amongst  the  anglers 
fisliing  are  Dr.  Blagg,  Messrs.  Glenwalker,  LigVitfoot, 
Hill,  Lea  and  brother,  Morton  and  brother,  H,  Gair, 
Babington.  Msnsell,  Bythell,  Surgeon  Hill,  Rev. 
Mr.  Hill,  Capt.  Hill.  The  take  on  Aug.  9  was  thirty- 
two  sea-trout,  heaviest,^  2ilb.,  Dr.  Blagg  being 
captor  of  the  latter. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  —  Sport 
has  been  good  on  favourable  days  at  sea  and  brown 
trout.  The  takes  of  sea-trout  averaged  about  eight 
fish  daily  to  each  boat,  while  the  average  basket  of 
brown  trout  was  about  two  do/.en  to  each  boat 
daily.— T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar). — 
During  the  past  week  the  local  anglers  had  a  red- 
letter  time,  especially  on  Lough  Ennel,  dapping 
with  the  Green  Drake  and  Daddy  Longlegs.  The 
trout  have  given  up  feeding  on  the  perch  fry,  and 
the  sport  recently  has  been  the  best  for  many  a 
year.  One  local  fisherman  on  Aug.  4  had  seven 
trout,  two  of  which  weighed  together  101b. ;  on 
Aug.  9,  Ml'.  Jem  Berrie  had  two  fish,  31b.  and  41b. ; 
on  Aug.  10.  four  trout;  on  Aug.  4,  four.  Also 
another  angler  rose  twelve  trout  on  one  day  and 
landed  five,  all  good  fish — none  under  21b.  I  had  a 
complete  memo,  of  all  the  catches,  but  unfor- 
tunately have  mislaid  it,  but  I  am  sure  of  the 
above.  Anglers  now  fully  accord  with  me  that 
'  the  Westmeath  lakes  are  teeming  with  fish,  anil 
several  of  the  professionals  are  writing  for  their 
patrons  to  come  along.  One  local  told  me  on 
Aug.  8  that  on  a  recent  afternoon  he  thought  the 
lake  (Ennel)  "had  gone  mad,"  the  fish  rose  "so 
furiously  fast."  All  now  wanted  is  suitable  wind. 
— T.  J.  W.  (Aug.  9). 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brigliton. — Favoured  by  grand  summer  weather 
and  curling  breezes  from  the  west,  boat  anglers 
have  had  a  good  time  of  it  during  the  past  week  ; 
numbers  of  boats  off  daily  over  Rock  Toe  and  other 
favourite  grounds.  Catches  chiefly  confined  to 
pout  whiting,  small  conger,  silver  eels,  and  flatfish 
A  few  bass  have  been  taken  off  the  West  Pier,  and 
rodmen  and  linesman  are  trying  for  bass  daily  from 
the  stone  groyaes,  and  from  the  shore,  to  the  east, 
off  the  Palace  Pier.  The  best  time  is  from  two 
hours  before  full  tide  to  an  hour  afterwards,  and 
the  larger  the  slice  of  mackerel  for  bait,  the  better 
chance  you  have  of  taking  heavy  fish. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  water  still  remains  ex 
tremely  bright,  and  fishing  of  all  kinds  is  almost  at 
a  standstill  from  the  pier.  Many  practised  pollack 
anglers  have  essayed  sport  upon  every  tide,  but, 
although  large  numbers  of  this  species  of  various 
sizes  could  continuously  be  plainly  seen,  they 
stubbornly  refused  to  take  the  slightest  notice  of 
varied  tempting  baits  proffered  them.  Pier  angling 
will,  in  all  probability,  remain  extremely  poor  until 
a  cliange  of  wind  imparts  a  little  colour  to  the 
water. — J.  Richabdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall).  —  Boat  anglers  are  having 
gi-and  sport  with  large  pollack  outside  the  harbour 
also  with  bream  and  "  bib,"  of  which  large  catches 
are  being  made.  The  fishing  inside  our  large  natural 
harbour  is  also  exceptionally  good  just  now,  and 
include  grey  and  red  mullet,  pollack,  etc.  Salmon 
peal  are  being  taken  by  seine  netsmen. — H. 

Penzance. — After  two  weeks  of  rather  poor  sport 
we  have  much  better  news  to  report.  Vice- Admiral 
Lord  Charles  Beresford  and  party,  having  secured 
the  services  of  Mr.  Willie  George,  one  of  our  best 
fishermen,  on  Aug.  3,  on  theGullises  mark  had  good 
gport — the  catch,  nine  large  conger,  one  over  401b. ; 
nine  pollack,  one  very  large  one  gave  the  Admiral 
good  play  with  the  rod  ;  twenty-five  very  large 
pouting  besides  several  various  fish.  Mr.  Rosenthal 
had  on  Aug.  4,  three  mackerel,  thirty-six  bream, 
two  conger,  one  wrasse,  four  pollack,  one  hake,  ten 
pouting,  three  sharks  (one  of  five  feet  long).  On 
Aug.  8,  two  mackerel,  one  large  whiting,  six 
pollack  (three  largo),  eleven  pouting,  four  bream, 
ten  wrasse,  one  shark  4  ft.  long.  A  gentleman,  rod 
fishing  with  Morris  Davies,  caught  sixty-seven 
bream.  A  visitor,  Mr.  Boote,  whiffing  for  pollack, 
caught  sixty-seven,  fair  size.  Mr.  Bates  (B.S.A.S.) 
and  party,  on  Aug.  9,  caught  fourteen  pollack,  ten 
bream,  one  large  dory,  besides  a  lot   of  smaller 


fish.    A  Mousehole  fisherman  caught  on  a  boulter 
conger  which  weighed  801b.    This  is  the  largest 
conger  landed  so  far  this  season.  Weather  fine,  bait 
plentiful.  -J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pljnnontli^ — The  weather  is  all  that  can  be  desired 
for  fishermen,  and  there  are  plenty  of  fish  of  all  kinds 
to  be  caught.  The  whiting  outside  the  Breakwater 
are  [very  large,  and  the  boats  are  coming  in  with 
from  six  to  twenty  do  zen  each.  Bass  in  the  Hamoaze 
are  very  plentiful,  and  a  fair  size,  from  31b.  to  lOlb. 
each,  but  they  are  rather  particular  as  to  their 
feeding ;  the  drab  india-rubber  sand-eel  and  the  No.  4 
)lano-convex  minnow  seem  to  be  the  best  artificial 
3ait9,  whilst  the  half  of  a  pilchard,  kept  until  it  is 
fairly  high,  and  squid  or  worms  are  the  best  naturals. 
Several  of  these  fish  are  also  taken  just  inside  the 
Bridge  at  Drake's  Island,  and  around  the  Cage  end 
of  the  Breakwater.  I  have  been  having  good 
reports  from  Ireland,  where  they  have  been 
taking  large  quantities  of  pollack.  A  gentle- 
man writing  from  Donegal  says :  "  Mr.  Moore 
has  been  staying  here  for  a  fortnight  from 
London:  he  caught  100  pollack  on  Saturday even- 
ing,'averaging  6|lb.,  and  ho  says  good  lodgings  can 
be  had  at  from  20s.  to  253.  per  week,  and  man  and 
boat  from  2s.  to  28.  6d.  each  per  day."  The  list  of 
edible  fish  for  this  month  include  bass,  surmullet, 
conger,  eel,  herring, anchovy,  pilchard,  pollack,  hake, 
tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  wrasse,  bream,  rays  of  all 
kinds,  smelt,  grey  mullet,  salmon,  peal,  trout,  sole, 
flounder,  plaice,  dab,  marysole,  halibut,  turbot,  brill, 
dory,  scad,  and  launce. — William  Heardee. 

Ramsgate. — The  water  is  a  great  deal  too  clear 
for  good  sport,  but  some  boats,  fishing  between  the 
lights  off  Dumpton  Gap,  have  done  well  with 
pouting,  sand  dabs,  and  plaice,  several  of  the  latter 
going  21b.  From  the  piers  and  the  Marina  ba?s 
and  dabs  have  been  taken,  but  the  former  only  in 
the  evening,  and  do  not  run  large.  The  coming 
spring  tides  will  help  to  colour  the  water,  when 
good  sport  should  be  had. — Grey  Mullet. 

Scarborough.  —  The  bay  now  abounds  with 
mackerel,  whiting,  gurnard,  etc.,  and  boat  anglers 
1  having  excellent  sport  —  more  especially  by 
evening  fishing — but  it  is  no  use  trying  for  mac- 
kerel unless  you  use  fine  tackle. — H. 

Tenby  (South  Wales). — Mackerel  still  abound 
between  Tenby  and  Caldy  Island,  and  heavy  takes 
have  been  made  by  "whiffing."  Bass,  conger, 
gurnet,  -and  flatfish  are  plentiJFul.  Many  visitors 
here,  and  any  amount  of  sport  to  be  had. — H. 

Weymouth. — Since  my  last  report  bass  have 
been  very  plentiful  in  the  harbour  and  backwater, 
and  they  bite  freely  on  the  ebb  tide.  On  Friday 
evening  last  G.  Cross,  of  this  town,  hooked  and 
landed  a  fine  fish  of  91b.,  and  just  after  got  broken 
up  by  a  much  larger  one.  Another  angler  caught 
one  of  91b.  lOoz.  about  an  hour  afterwards,  using 
mackerel  as  bait.  There  have  been  several  smaller 
ones  caught,  also  a  few  pollack.  On  Saturday, 
July  30,  Mr.  Lewis,  of  London,  a  member  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  caught  a  large  wrasse  off  the  breakwater, 
which  turned  the  scale  at  41b.  foz.  Pollack  and 
pout  whiting  are 'still  plentiful  off  the  breakwater, 
the  fish  averaging  a  good  size.  Mackerel  are  also 
being  caught  with  the  spinner. — Chas.  J.  Russell. 


Jlssociafions,  efc. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  chair  at  the  re- 
sumed meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  when  there  was 
a  good  attendance  of  members  and  friends.  The 
secretary  read  the  reports  of  members  and  agents 
from  some  seventy  stations,  giving  with  other  in- 
formation, the  kind  of  fish  feeding,  the  takes  in 
quantity  and  weight — the  baits  in  each  case  found 
to  have  been  successfully  used — records  of  individual 
doings,  weight  and  size  of  remarkable  fish,  tackle 
used,  etc.    The  reports  from  the  east  coast  of 
England  are  somewhat  more  favourable,  though 
unusually  poor  for  even  this  time  of  the  year. 
On  the  Kent  and  Sussex  coasts  there  are  large 
numbers  of  bream  and  whiting  and  bass];  of  this 
latter  fish  two  good  ones  of  91b.  each  were  taken  off 
Eastbourne.    At  Christchurch,  bass,  mackerel  and 
pollack ;  at  Parkstone,  seventy-one  conger  were 
taken,   21b.   to   12Jlb.,  one  weighing  501b.  7oz., 
another  201b.  3oz.    IJevonshire  and  Cornwall  plenty 
of  bass,  mackerel  and  pollack  ;  at  Seaton  one  day's 
catch  sixteen  bass  weighing  451b.,  another  twenty- 
seven  weighing  491b. ;  the  pilchards  are  being  freely 
taken  at  [Polperro,  one   boat  brought  in  10,000. 
Covorack,  plenty  of  wrasse  and  bass,  every  evidence 
of  a  good  year's  fishing.  At  Penzance,  Lord  Charles 
Beresford's  rod  was  busy :  he  secured  nine  conger 
up  to  401b.,  twenty-five  pouting,  some  ling,  and 
other  fish,  also  three  sharks,  one  five  feet  long. 
Mr.  Rosenthal  had  some  good  takes,  and  a  shark 
12ft.  long  was  taken  in  the  harbour.    All  up  the 
Welsh  coast  and  at  the  Isle  of  Mau  good  mackerel, 
bream,  and  bass  were  plentiful,  the  latter  running 


up  to  141b.  Port  Erin  keeping  up  its  reputation 
for  conger  by  a  take  last  week  of  4cwt.,  mostly 
large  fish.  Round  Scotland  good  quantities  of  coal- 
fish,  hake,  cod,  haddock,  and  flatfish.  Sprat  had 
made  its  appearance  at  Cullercoats,  where  a  large 
sturgeon  had  been  caught.  In  Ireland  the  j 
weather  had  much  interfered  with  sport,  but  Mr.  I 
Maull  at  Ballycotton  had  in  one  day's 
fishing  pollack  up  to  91b.,  and  a  few  cod. 
Pollack  plentiful  but  not  large,  and  great  quantities 
of  mackerel.  Mr.  Sexton  had  been  taking  pollack 
from  Deal  pier,  but  no  large  ones.  A  member  at 
Ilfracombe — bream,  daily  catches,  thirty  six,  641b.; 
one  hundred  and  eight,  1261b.;  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  1811b. ;  forty-three,  55lb.  ;  thirty-five, 
501b.  ;  many  of  51b.  SJoz.  and  61b.  weight:  at  Scar- 
borough an  81b.  turbot ;  Mr.  Nickels,  at  Deal,  four 
rods,  one  hundred  and  seven  pouting  and  small 
codling  off  pier.  Mr.  Summers,  at  Newhaven,  plenty 
of  bass,  but  nothing  over  61b.  On  Wedneeday 
next  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Hints 
to  Amateurs." — H.  P. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
On  Aug.  3  there  was  a  very  fair  attendance.  The 
secretary  gave  an  account  of  the  proceedings  before 
the  magistrates  at  Watford.  A  new  member 
previously  proposed  was  elected,  and  two  others 
proposed.  As  to  fishing  results,  Mr.  Bentley  has  had 
over  101b.  of  chub  from  Cookham,  best  21b.  6oz. ; 
Mr.  Rodbur  chub  from  the  society's  water,  best 
21b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Wilkins  had  a  nice  show  of  roach 
from  Harefield,  best  lib.  7oz. ;  and  Mr.  Cracknell 
had  several  good  fish.  Other  members  have  visited 
the  club  water,  including  Mr.  Yarham  (perch)  and 
Mr.  Barnes  (roach),  but  angling  has  been  very  quiet 
recently. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society.  1 
A  well-attended  meeting,  moat  genially  presided 
over  by  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  took  place  at  Broad-street 
Restaurant,  E.C.,  on  Aug.  9.    In  the  course  of  the 
evening  numerous  reports  of  fishing  were  made  by 
members,  several  of  the  fish  taken  being  exhibited. 
The  Wraysbury  fishery  of  the  society  accounted  for 
some  nice  specimens,  including  perch  of  IJlb.,  l^lb., 
etc. ;  roach  of  lib.  13oz.,  l^lb.,  etc. ;  and  fine  dace 
of  nearly  lib.,  the  most  successful  anglers  being 
Messrs.  Thompson,  Grubb,  Halls,  Higgs,  Hurraq, 
and  Salisbury.    Mr.  Warne,  from  St.  Ives,  had 
four  roach  of  nearly  61b.,  besides  bream,  rudd,  and 
chub;  Mr.  Cox  (Wargrave)  exhibited  good  roach 
and  chub  ;  Mr.  Snare  reported  very  fair  sport  with 
trout,  dace,  and  roach,  taking  also  (involuntarily)  a 
few  small  jack;  Messrs.  Drydon  and  Taylor,  at 
Leigh,  had  had  one  good  and  one  blank  day.  Other 
members  also  reported.    Mr.  Parker  received  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  various  additions  made  to  the 
society's  album.    There  were  several  applications 
regarding  membership,  one  nomination,  and  one 
member   balloted  for  and  elected.     The  usual 
C.L.P.S.  toast  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
concluded  a  very  pleasant  meeting.    Will  members 
kindly  note  that  an  "outing"  has  been  arranged 
for  Tuesday,  Aug.  23,  when  a  "competition  medal" 
in  each  class  will  be  offered  for  the  heaviest  dace, 
chub,  and  roach  taken  above  the  society's  standard, 
usual   C.L.P.S.  conditions;   but  those  members 
participating  must  not  start  earlier    than  the 
9,30  a.m.  train  from  Waterloo,  and  leave  Wrays- 
bury by  train  at  7.51  p.m.,  or  earlier,  so  a«  to  be  in 
time  for  the  usual  evening  meeting. — Hoir.  Sec. 
Gbesham  Angling  Society, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  presided  at  the  committee 
meeting  on  Aug.  9,  a  large  amount  of  routine 
business  having  been  disposed  of.    Members  ate 
reminded  that,  vmder  the  terms  of  our  agreement 
for  the  Tyle  Miil  Fishery,  the  Thames  standard  o£ 
sizes  of  fish  is  the  limit,  but  the  committee  desire 
to  urge  members  to  keep  the  Gresham  standard  in 
mind.    Important  business  was  transacted  at  the 
general  meeting  which  followed,  and ;  which  was 
ably  conducted  by  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer,  there  being  a 
good  attendanc3  of   members.    Several  members 
have  visited  Tyle  Mill,  and  good  takes  of  roach, 
perch,  dace,   and  jack  have  been  made,  Mr.  M. 
Davies  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  especially  haying 
had  capital  sport.    Capital  reports  were  received 
from  Chesham,  Messrs.  Close,  Ohlson,  and  A.  J. 
Saunders  having  had  trout  up  to  l|lb.    Mr.  Hay - 
ward  has  had  roach  up  to  lib.  lO^z.  from  private 
water,  and  Mr.  Emery  has  had  roach  of  lib.  9oz., 
lib,  4oz.,  and  lib.  loz.  in  a  bag  from  the  Lea  on 
Aug.  6.    Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  had  a  capital  bag  of  roach 
and  rudd,  and  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  a  mixed  one  from 
Norfolk.    Mr.  Eldred  took  some  good  chub  and 
dace  from  the  Upper  Thames,  and  some  capital 
roach  with  the  fly  on  the  top  moor  at  Chesham.— 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Aug.  1 0.    With  reference  to  the  Anglers'  Association 
Challenge  Shield  it  was  unanimously  decided  that 


August  13,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


125 


BEWARE 


of  people  assuming:  and  trading:  in  the  name 
of  Ogden.  AVOXID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANDFACTDRER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,  GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN, 

Jas.  O^dLen's  "  IVIultuxn  in  Pa.x>vo "  Fly  Rod,  ai/". 

•Ja.s.   O^den's  M^ew      Inviota.      Fly  (x*e^istex*ed),  6/-  pei*  do:£« 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


HEMY  MILWARD  k  SONS, 

Fishing  Tactile  tVlanufaciurers, 


TRADE 


MARK 


THE  IRON  ARM. 


ASK  YOUR  DEALER  FOR  — . 

"Inimitable"  Devons, 
"Excelsior"  Phantoms, 

"Iron  Arm"  Braided  Waterproof 
Lines, 

Milwards'  "  2063"  own  make  SpNt 
Cane  Rods, 

"Durbar"     featherweight  Split 
Cane  Rods. 

M/LWARDS'  WHOLE  CANB  PUNT  RODS. 

"Iron  Arm"  Hooks  to  Gut, 
each  in  a  separate  envelope. 
"Anglers"  Spinner— The  King  of  Spinners. 

ESstAbllalied  1T30. 


ANTI- INSECT  BITE 

PRYOR'S  "ANTI-BITE" 

is  an   absolute    preventive  against  the    bites  of  Mosquitoes,  Gnats, 
Flies,  Midges,  &c. 

A  boon  to  Fishermen,  Travellers,  Motorists,  and  lovers  of  outdoor  sports. 
Pleasant  to  use — quite  harmless. 

DIRECTIONS— Pour  a  little  into  the  palm  and  apply  to  the  face, 
necl(,  hands,  and  wrists,  allowing  it  to  dry. 


The  effect  of  one  application  lasts  for  hours.   Users  are  most  enthusiasticr 


In  bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free,  from 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist,  BECKENHAM. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 

(The  Sportsman's  Waterproof ers,) 

SUMMER^WADING. 

The  "Featherweight"  Fishing  Stockings, 

18/6  ;  over  32  in.,  21/-. 

The  "FIELD,"  June  30,  1900,  says: 

"This  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness  of  the  material,  but  in  the 
ijensiblc  rooniiii£ss  of  the  stocking  itself.  ' 

The  "Gossamer"  Fishing  Jacket,  25/-# 

The  "FIELD,"  April  25,  1903,  says: 

"  The  little  jacket  is  dressed  outside  with  a  smooth  covering  of  brown  rubber  ....  and  wfe' 
should  say  that  its  water-excluding  properties  are  beyond  question  Its  weight  is  only  1{  lb. 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 
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our  team  sliould  fish  under  the  club  standard.  Mr. 
J.  Potter  has  taken  ITilb.  of  roach  from  the  Lea, 
five  of  the  fihh  over  lib.  each;  Mr.  Greenhill,  from 
the  Ouse,  has  had  a  very  varied  bag — rudd  up  to 
l^lb.,  bream  up  to  4Ib.  2oz.,  roach,  chub,  dace,  and 
an  eel,  taken  on  gentles  fishing  a  foot  off  the  bottom, 
weighing  IJIb.,  also  a  snake  31in,  long;  Mr.  H. 
Dunn,  small  pike,  dace  up  to  ^Ib.  ;  perch  up  to 
l\\b.,  roach  up  to  lib. ;  Mr.  VVestrup,  bream,  SJlb., 
and  several  chub. — G.  W. 

HoLj.owAY  Angling  Society. 

On  Aug.  9,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Larkmnn  and  H.  Stone 
were  elected  as  full  members.  Team  for  the  A.  A. 
Challenge  Shield  consists  of  the  following  gentlemen  : 
Messrs.  S.  Stone,  W.  Hewlett.  H.  M.  Swain,  F. 
]\lansell,  W.  Ranburn,  and  T.  Lewis.  Venue, 
Veitch's  Pound  on  the  Slough  Canal.  Langley 
Station.  Date,  Aug.  21.  Paddington,  8.10.  Our 
opponents  are  the  Hanwell  Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Hewlett  reported  a  catch  of  bream  weighing  in 


the  aggregate  8Glb.,  largest  31b.  14Joz.  Mr.  Swain 
also  landed  '  371b.  Mr.  F.  Berry,  one  bream, 
(ilb.  l|oz.  ;  Mr.  6tone,  perch;  Mr.  Lewis,  roach; 
Mr.  Robins,  roach;  Mr.  Larkraan,  roach. — H.  C. 
Martin,  Hon.  Sec. 

Palmeiiston  Angling  Society. 

The  first  outing  of  the  above  society  took  place 
on  July  31  in  Cambridgeshire,  when  the  president's 
prize  was  competed  for.  A  start  was  made  from 
the  society's  country  headquarters,  the  Griffin  Hotel, 
March,  there  being  a  good  muster.  Excellent  sport 
was  obtained,  Mr.  Charleton  securioe  the  prize  with 
28lb.  9oz.  (seven  bream  weighing  27lb.  lOoz.),  and 
Mr.  Farrington  was  second  with  1 31b.  7oz.  A  notable 
catch  was  a  perch  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Baker,  scaling 
21b.  2oz.  The  club'a  newly  acquired  Cambridgeshire 
waters  at  Welnoy  bid  fair  to  be  among  the  best  in 
the  country,  and  the  bungalows  in  course  of  erection 
will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  members  visiting  these 
waters. — Hon.  Sec. 


Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  T.H.  Bacon  presided  over  Monday's  meeting, 
when  a  handsome  pike  of  171b.  6oz.  and  a  trout  of 
21b.  graced  the  table.  Tha  former  was  killed  in  the 
Kennet  by  Mr.  Robert  Bradford  in  the  vicinity  of 
Critchfield's  Corner  whilst  paternosterin^  for  perch 
with  a  small  gudgeon  and  gave  excellent  sport. 
The  trout  came  from  the  Uxbridge  water,  Mr.  F.  G. 
Bridgman  capturing  it  with  a  wet  fly.  A  telegram 
was  received  from  Messrs.  C.  H.  Bywaters  and 
W.  G.  Fletcher,  who  are  fishing  at  Clova,  reporting 
fair  sport  with  trout.  The  first-named  member 
had,  in  addition,  killed  a  Clb.  salmon — a  good  fish 
for  the  particular  district.  Mr.  .T.  E.  Evans  had  a 
Lambourn  trout  of  lib.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown 
on  the  Itchen  took  several  brace  of  trout  and  gray- 
ling, principally  with  a  "  Tup."  Mr.  H.  W.  Ansell 
had  done  well  at  Uxbridge  amongst  roach,  which 
are  now  in  first-rate  condition.  Several  now 
members  were  elected  by  ballot.  —  Honorary 
Secretary. 


SPORTING  AND  MILITARY  BOOTS. 


THE  BOLTON 
GOLF,  FISHING,  AND 
SHOOTING  BOOT. 

Prices  from  26/-. 


THE 

YEOMAN'S  BOOT. 

Prices— 
15/6, 17/6,  21/- 
27/6. 


THE  BOLTON 
PUHEE  RIDING 
BOOT. 

For  Riding  and  Motoring, 

Prices— 
£2  5s.  to  £3  3s. 


Wnte  for  Illustrated 
Price  List,  Post  Free. 


Sole  31<tke>-s  and  Vatentees^ 

W.  Ta,  ROBSRrrSON'  &  SOM^,  7,  Knowsley  St.,  Bolton, 

MILITARY  AND   SPORTING    BOOT  MAKERS. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


HICKORY  FLY  ROD,  3  joints,! 0  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  ringed, 
brazed,  swelled  grip,  bronzed  ferrules,  and  brass  winch  fittings,  in 

bag,  complete   

GREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt  ...  7/- 
QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  6  in.  (5  joints)  ...  9/- 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  cork  grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag,  complete  11/6 


BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

GREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  snake 
rings.  Universal  winch  fittings,  10  ft.,  1 1  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  21  /- 


BEST  ENGLISH  MADE  SPLIT  CANE   FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints,  cork  grip, 

10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft  75/- 

If  with  Steel  Centre   extra  20/- 

y.B.—All  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags, 


WINGED  OR  HACKLE  TROUT  FLIES, 

 Fine  Qut,  X/-  por  do*.  

WADING  NETS,  with  clip,  5/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  and  STRONG  CASTS, 
3  jda.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


CATALOGUES  {Dept."0")  POST  FREE.  Please  mention  " Fishing  Gaeette,'* 

BENETFINK  &  CO. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing:  Requisites, 

t07  ana  108,  CHEAPSiOE,  LONDON. 


HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 


METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 


LONDON 
LONDON 
LONDON 

(Northumberland  Avenue). 

Unequalled  for  Comfort, 
Moderate  Charges. 


Orchestra  Plays  in  the 
Entrance  Loung^es 
from 

.  7.30  p.m.  to  9.30  p.m., 
and  in  the 
Smoking  Loung'es 
from 

10.30  p.m.  to  12.0  p.m. 


GORDON  HOTELS  (Ltd.). 


SECOND  EDITION.   Paper,  is. ;  Cloth,  2s.  net 

ANGLING  ANECDOTES, 

By  ROBERT  STANLEY. 


London  i  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  LIMITBD' 

St.  Ounstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


"LA  P^CHE  MODERNE." 

&n  IllDitrated  Frencb  ingllDg  Paper,  pabllshed  tbe  lit  and  IStb  of  eacb  moDtb 

Annual  Subscription,  48. 

Ml  coumualcAtloDii  should  be  addreiitd  to  the  Directors^ WntRS  FREKKa,  30,  Qual  de  Louvre.FArin, 
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pFovineial  flfigliug  |lotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  notes  were  forwarded  we  have  had 
some  slight  showers,  which  have  done  but  little  good 
to  waters,  but  still  they  have  done  much  to  cool  the 
earth  and  make  things  more  agreeable  ;  we  have  had 
some  slight  winds  which,  together  with  the  showers, 
have  helped  to  make  the  weather  much  cooler.  Since 
the  holidays  our  members  have  been  having  a  rest, 
but  those  who  have  been  out  have  done  fairly  well. 
Good  sport  with  the  roach  and  bream  has  been 
had  in  the  Evesham  district  and  some  good 
catches  have  been  made  with  the  stewed 
wheat.  In  the  Binton  and  Bidford  district,  now 
that  boatiDg  has  gone  quiet,  some  good  sport  has 
been  had,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
lower  parts  of  the  river  down  to  Twyning  Fleet. 
Contest  fi^ihing  on  the  Avon,  o\sing  to  the  large 
number  of  people  being  up  and  down  the  banks, 
has  not,  on  the  whole,  been  a  success.  The  Severn 
is  just  now  low  and  fine,  and  is  still  very  weedy  in 
parts,  but  still  from  some  of  the  clear  pltkces  some 
good  baskets  of  chub  and  dace  have  beeutakfen ;  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  river  some  fair-sized  pike  have 
bef^n  taken.  Sport  on  the  Trent  has  lately  very  much 
improved.  The  river  is  low  and  fine,  bat  still  some 
pood  baskets  have  been  taken  from  the  Alrewas 
district,  and  in  the  Yoxall  district  some  fine  chub 
have  been  taken.  Pool  fishing,  taken  all  round, 
has  been  good;  our  canals  have  been  r  atronised 
close  to  the  city,  and  I  have  of  late  been  surprised 
to  see  some  decent  roach,  up  to  eight  ounces,  taken 
from  the  Warwick  Canal,  near  to  Solihull  and 
Knowle ;  the  canal  at  Alrewas  is  providing  good 
sport — roaoh,  dace,  and  chub  are  being  taken  in 
fair  quantities. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  conditions  for  angling  are  much  better  than 
they  were  last  week.  Weed  cutting  has  been  going 
on  for  some  time,  and  the  waters  are  now  getting 
clear  of  the  obstruction,  especially  duckweed,  which 
gave  light-tackle  anglers  some  inconvenience. 
Roach  are  giving  plenty  of  sport  just  now,  and  the 
fish  which  have  come  to  hand — many  of  them 
weighing  lib.  and  upwards — show  that  they  are 
now  in  the  best  of  condition.  Bream  fishing  has 
fluctuated  considerably  ;  nevertheless,  hundreds  of 
rods  have  concentrated  their  attention  to  this 
branch  of  sport  in  the  Witham  and  its  tributaries. 
The  hot  weather  at  the  end  of  last  week  conduced 
to  heavier  bags,  and  fish  were  killed  weighing  up  to 
51b.  From  many  waters  come  the  information  that 
tench  have  been  affording  a  plethora  of  sport,  and 
one  rod  is  reported  to  have  taken  three  fish  at  a 
sitting  which  averaged  an  ounce  or  two  over  31b. 
apiece.  Forty-foot  angling  has  been  rendered 
lively  by  the  remarkable  sport  which  eels  continue 
to  afford. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  very  fine  catches  of  roach  and  dace  are 
being  made  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  river  Hull, 
and  anglers  visiting  the  Driffield  and  Wansford 
districts  of  the  DriflBeld  Canal  have  been  rewarded 
■w'th  fairly  good  fish  at  times  ;  in  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  river  down  by  Arram,  Hull  Bridge  and 
Wawne  roach  are  now  taking  paste  freely,  and  at 
the  latter  place,  on  July  8,  Mr.  .John  Cheeseman 
secured  some  very  nice  fish  averaging  over  Jib. 
each,  best  fish  going  lib.  3Joz.  The  Hull  and 
Distr'ct  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  brought  their 
annual  cup  competition  and  membors'  match  off  at 
Ferrihy  Sluice  on  the  river  Ancholme,  on  Bank 
Holiday,  in  grand  weather,  and  the  takes  of  fish 
were  on  th&  average,  but  the  entries  were  not  nearly 
80  good  as  of  previous  years,  only  about  240  mem- 
bers taking  part.  However,  it  was  a  very  enjoyable 
affair  all  throughout.  Mr.  VV.  Harrison  secured  the 
top  prize  and  gold  medal  in  the  match  with 
71b.  lioz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

With  the  exception  of  some  pike  and  perch 
fishing  nothing  at  all  is  doing,  or  attempted  to  be 
done  on  the  Jake.  Perch  are  biting  very  freely,  and 
baskets  up  to  and  over  two  hundred  fish  are  fairly 
common ;  but,  as  I  believe  I  have  noted  before,  the 
Windermere  perch  is  not  remarkable  for  its  size.  I 
notice  that  the  Leven  Angling  Association  have 
been  netting  the  river  of  that  name,  which  is  the 
outlet  of  the  lake.  Over  300  salmon  were  taken. 
It  seerns  rather  a  pity  that  these  fish  were  not 
allowed  a  chance  to  afford  sport  to  the  angler,  or, 
failing  that,  to  breed,  especially  as  the  association 
may  be  reckoned  for  its  membership  one  of  the 
wealthiijat  in  the  kingdom.  The  streams  are  at 
dead  summer  level,  and  a  little  evening  and  night 


fishing  is  all  that  can  be  followed  legitimately,  but 
trout  have  fallen  into  a  very  lazy  way,  and  from 
one  to  a  possible  three  or  four  brace  is  about  what's 
what. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  Association  have  suffered  a  great 
loss  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Reddish,  their  assistant 
secretary,  who  was  a  promising  official,  although 
only  recently  appointed.  The  Shakespeare  Angliag 
Society  in  this  town  have  had  a  most  successful 
contest.  The  top  weight  was  Mr.  W.  Ellinson, 
21b.  2Joz.,  the  next  six  got  over  lib.,  and  the 
twenty-two  rods  competing  all  got  fish  totalling  151b. 
To-day  the  Biokerdyke  Angling  Society  are  at 
Tyldesley  match  fishing.  There  is  also  an  open 
match  at  Leigh  in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  canal. 
Mr.  Hayes,  writing  from  Boothstown,  reports  a  lot 
of  good  fish  taken  with  potato  and  paste  from 
the  Bridgewater  Canal,  between  that  place  and 
Worsley.  As  usual  there  is  a  lot  stirring  in  Liver- 
pool— contests,  etc.,  predominating.  Preparations 
on  an  extensive  scale  are  in  progress  for  the  annual 
outing  of  the  Bolton  Anglers. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  every  sign  of  a  general  return  to  the 
match  fishing  fever  of  the  early  part  of  the  season. 
The  Sha  kespeare  Ramblers  have  had  a  most  suc- 
cessful match,  Mr.  Mulvany  taking  first  prize.  To- 
morrow the  Welcomb  and  George  Angling  Societies 
fish  an  international  club  contest  at  Northwieh.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  Welcomb  is  an  important  one. 
Tae  West  Salford  Association  Shield  CompetitioQ  is 
pDstponed  till  next  month,  owing  toclashingof  dates. 
The  Moss  Side  Socials  will  conclude  their  champion- 
ship competition  on  Aug.  27  and  28.  Pendleton 
Anglers  are  at  Agden  Bridge  to-day  contesting. 
The  Openshaw  Stars  fished  a  match  on  Aug.  6 
at  Saxilby,  and  had  fair  sport,  Mr.  W.  Threlkeld 
heading  the  list.   Their  next  match  is  at  Bollington. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  on  the  Trent  have  been  actively 
carried  on,  but,  as  yet.  not  many  barbel  are  reported 
to  have  been  caught.  Fish  are  unquestionably  plenti- 
ful, and  liberal  worm -baiting will  doubtless  ••fetch" 
them  in  due  course.  Failing  worm,  a  sparse  baiting 
of  greaves  might  prove  useful.  Usually  the  heaviest 
fish  fall  to  the  attractions  of  grfaves.  Recent  returns 
show  that  sport  has  been  enjoyed  at  Colwick,  Holme 
Pierrepont,  Kelham,  Averhara,  and  Fiskerton 
(above  the  ferry).  Nottingham  visitors  have  also 
landed  a  few  at  Carlton-on-Trent  and  Girton. 
Creed  wheat  has  been  accounting  for  roach  at 
Cavendish  Bridge,  Shardlow,  and  on  other 
parts  of  the  river,  which  continues  to  run 
in  extremely  low  and  bright  condition.  In 
these  circumstances  it  is  surprising  that  more 
barbel  are  not  secured.  Wasp  grubs  —a  bunch 
of  two  or  three — have  been  used  with  success 
amongst  chub  at  Shelford,  Fiskerton,  and  Kelham, 
and  fairly  good  takes  of  dace  have  been  effected 
with  gentles  in  the  swift  flowing  currents  at  Stoke 
and  Burton  Joyce. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  in  the  past  week  has  been  against 
successful  angling.  The  best  catch  heard  of  was 
six  brace  of  trout  and  grayling,  and  five  nice  dace, 
these  were  caught  with  the  maggot  in  the  Teme. 
Several  have  had  from  one  to  three  brace  with 
maggot  and  with  the  fly.  In  the  Severn,  chub  and 
roach  have  given  fair  sport.  Mr.  Yapp  has  taken  a 
quantity  of  chub  in  the  District  Association  water  in 
the  Severn.  Mr.  A.  Coombe  had  about  61b.  of  roach  ; 
his  son,  over  twenty  very  fine  fish ;  and  Messrs.  Evans 
and  James  have  caught  a  fine  lot.  Bream,  roach, 
and  eels  are  giving  good  sport  in  certain  pans  of  the 
river  Avon.  Near  Twyning  Fleet,  Mr  Sandford 
caught  some  very  nice  fish,  over  31b.  each.  Mr.  A. 
.Jackson,  one  41b.  and  another  5|lb.  Near  Fladbury 
Mr.  H.  Williams,  seven  roach  weighing  44-lb.,  and 
two  bream  5^1b.  the  two.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  had  on 
view  at  his  fishing  tackle  warehouse,  Bridge-street, 
a  grand  specimen  carp,  lOib.  7oz.,  and  in  fine  con- 
dition ;  he  has  sent  it  to  Messrs.  Cooper,  London,  to 
be  set  up.  The  Sabrina  Club  had  a  contest  in  the 
Avon,  at  Defford  ;  Mr.  S.  Osbom  took  first  prize. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  York  Central  Jubilee  Angling  Club  found  the 
water  in  fair  condition  for  their  first  match  at  East 
Cottingwith,  but  the  catches  were  smull.  A  hard 
day's  sport  was  greatly  enjoyed,  and  resulted  in  a 
score  of  rod  men  taking  prizes,  the  heaviest  weight  of 
fish  falling  to  J.  Foster.  A  cross  wind  troubled  the 
men  of  the  York  and  District  Amalgamation  on  the 
occasion  of  their  first  sweepstakes  at  Water  Fulford. 
Several  creditable  catches  were  made,  J.  Corney 
being  first  with  31b.  Joz.  Leeman-road  Working 
Men's  Club  fished  their  second  open  sweepstakes  at 
Newton  -  on  -  Ouse  on  Aug.  6,  '  and  experienced 
blustery  weather,  which  moderated  the  catch  of  fish. 


C.  Armstrong,  21b.  .'joz.,  was  first,  and  over  a  dozen 
others  pass'ed  the  scales.  Mr.  Croft's  special  for  the 
largest  perch  went  to  G.  M  )ore.  The  Burton-lane 
W.  M.C.  triod  their  luok  at  Elvington  with  similar 
results.  The  total  weight  of  fish  ca'ight  wn  1.51b. 
lUo/,  ,  and  the  first  prize  was  wm  by  H.  Sharpley 
with  2lb.  lOoz.  There  wag  a  goo  1  muster  for  the 
annual  match  of  the  Bramloy  Rook  A.S.  in  the 
Ure  at  Boroughbridge  on  Au'^ust  6.  A  gale  im- 
peded fishing,  and  the  water  was  only  in  moJerata 
condition,  the  catches  being  light. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been  very 
much  against  angling,  being  wil  l  at  times,  and  other 
titn'-s  too  sultry  and  bright.  On  davs  that  were 
anyway  favourable  good  sport  was  obtained  on  the 
Waterville  waters  at  sea-trout,  and  the  Ballynahinch 
fishery  also  yielded  well.  Pe  il  fisliing  has  been  of  a 
fair  or  average  kind  at  th=>  principal  stations.  The 
principal  southern  waters  did  not  furnish  the  usual 
sport  for  the  season  at  salmon,  but  things  are  ex- 
pected to  improve  on  those  waters.  Sia  angling 
has  been  much  interfered  with  by  adverse  winds 
and  a  rousrh  sea.  On  a  few  days,  however,  good 
sport  was  obtained.  Whiting  are  coming  in  in  big 
numbers  on  many  places  on  the  l^erry  and  Cork 
coasts,  and  have  already  afforded  fine  sport. 


■§Iofc5  from  ti)e  ^orf^. 


The  rivers  and  streams  have  been  in  fine  flood 
for  some  days.  The  floods  have  come  somewhat 
late  for  the  grilse,  but  they  are  all  the  more  welcome 
for  the  early  autumn  salmon. 

Thunderstorms  have  been  of  daily  occurrence  on 
the  moors  and  hills,  and  accordingly  sport  has  been 
at  a  discount.  With  the  first  rising  of  the  waters, 
however,  the  wormer  was  to  the  front,  and  some 
good  trout  were  creeled. 

The  "Queen  Joan" — the  latest  trout  fly  in  the 
north — is  becoming  a  great  favourite  with  both 
sea-trout  and  brown  trout  anglers.  It  is  easily 
described — as  dressed  by  Mackay,  Bridge-street, 
Abardeen — body,  black  and  silver;  wing  and  top- 
ping, same  as  the  Wickham  Fancy. 

Mr.  David  Kilgour,  Aberdeen,  killed  a  beautifu 
Q^lh.  brown  trout  on  the  Bleechfield  pond  a  week 
or  so  ago.  He  was  trying  a  "  Grant  vibration  rod," 
by  Playfair,  Aberdeen,  at  the  time  when  he  got 
into  touch  with  the  quarry,  and  half  an  hour's  most 
exciting  play  followed. 

A  7|lb.  brown  trout  was  got  onjthe  Kjldrummie 
Don  water  the  other  day  by  one  of  CoL  Ogston's 
guests  from  Kildrummie  Castle. 

There  is  a  movement  on  foot  to  have  a  mipiature 
tournament  on  the  Dee  towards  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember. For  a  start  a  few  contests  in  salmon  and 
trout  casting  will  undoubtedly  take  place,  in  which 
Inverness  and  Dundee  are  likely  to  take  an  active 
part. 

Mr.'G.  M.  Mackay,''Bridge-street,  Aberdeen,  was 
waited  upon  last  week  and  asked  to  move  in  the 
matter.  Any  communications  from  outsiders  might 
in  the  meantime  be  addressedj  to  ^his  place  of 
business. 


The  drought'this  summer  brought  the  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  North  of  Scotland  to  a  lower  level 
than  has  been  known  within  the  memorj'  of^the 
oldest  fisherman. 


"  Hof man's  Fancy  "  is  a  favourite  fly  on  the'Don 
just  now,  and  last  Saturday  week  an  Aberdeen 
angler  had  thirteen  trout  weighing  81b.,  all  to  this 
fly,  while  his  compeers  on  either  bank  were  com- 
paratively blank. 

All  who  want  a  "  go "  at  fitmock  and  sea-trout, 

with  excellent  chances  of  a  grilse,  have  now  the 
chanC3  on  any  of  our  east  coast  estuaries  and  lower 
reaches.  The  waters  are  meantime  dirty,  but  they 
will  clear  in  a  day  or  two,  and  fish  were  never  more 
plentiful  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

George  Lawson,  a  young  gamekeeper,  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  on  the  Forso  estate,  Thurso,  was 
drowned  on  Thursday,  while  fishing  for  trout  on 
Loch  Calder, 


Lord  Berkeley  Paget  and  party  are  at  the  Gordon 
Arms,  Fochabers,  for  the  rod  fishing  on  the  Spey ; 
while  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  and  party 
have  just  arrived  at  Gordon  Castle. 

SrsciAi.  Scotch. 
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"A  noble  mind  is  not  unjust  even  to  those  thai  treat 
it  with  injustice." — La.  Rochefoucauld. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  wiU  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Aug.  15, 
at  8  p.m. 


With  much  regret  I  have  to  record  the  very 
sudden  death  of  one  of  the  best  known  Deal  boat- 
men— Johnnie  Marsh.  While  rowing  to  a  steamer 
on  Saturday  last  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy,  and 
died  on  Sunday,  never  having  recovered  oonscious- 
ness  in  the  interval.  Many  readers  have  fished 
with  Johnnie,  and  they  will,  I  am  sure,  join  in  the 
general  regret  his  death  has  caused  on  Deal  beach, 
where  he  was  much  respected. 


Mb.  J.  KiRBY,  river  keeper  on  the  Kentish  Stour 
at  Grove  Ferry,  writes :  "  With  glorious  weather 
and  suitable  tides,  the  sport  during  the  past  week 
has  been  fast  and  furious.  Mr.  Osmond  had  a.  nice 
basket  of  roach  on  July  20;  Mr.  Pincott  Hill 
(Kingston)  some  splendid  takes  of  roach,  heaviest 
lib.  lloz. ;  Mr.  A.  V.  Wrigglesworth  (Lychnobite), 
Fome  really  good  shows  of  roach  on  several  days 
(heaviest  fish,  lib.  10oz.),only  retaining  the  best  fish 
and  returning  all  others  ;  Messrs.  Bohling  and  Lee 
(Brentford)  have  enjoyed  splendid  sport;  Messrs. 
Barry,  Broadstairs,  431b.  and  321b.  of  bream  respec- 
tively, heaviest  4Jlb.  Anglers  and  seaside  visitors 
are  urged  to  close  all  gates,  as  several  complaints 
have  reached  me  that  cattle  have  strayed  through 
carelessness  of  some  person  leaving  gates  open." 


At  an  angling  hotel 

Very  ne^r  Clerkenwell 
The  whole  club  take  the  Fishing  Gazette  in, 

But  the  bo3s  of  the  show, 

I  would  have  you  to  know. 
Has  a  copy  for  strangers  who  drop  in. 

The  current  week's  copy  is  in  such  demand,  and  is 
detained  by  certain  customers  for  such  an  irritat- 
ingly  long  time,  that  he  has  displayed  on  the  walls  the 
following  announcement :  "Those  learning  to  read 
are  requested  to  use  last  week's  Fishing  Oazette." 


A  Weybbidge  angler  was  on  Aug.  3,  at  the  Spel- 
thome  Petty  Sessions,  at  Sunbury,  summoned,  at 
the  instance  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  for  taking 
three  trout  less  than  16in.  in  length  out  of  the 
Thames,  contrary  to  the   bye-laws.    Mr.  W.  S. 
Bunting,  solicitor,  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy, said  the  defendant  was  fishing  in  the 
backwaters,  at  Shepperton,  and   was  discovered 
with  three  small  trout  in  his  basket,  measuring 
12in.,  12^in.,  and  12fin.,  the  minimum  measure- 
ment of  a  trout  that  might  be  taken  from  the 
Thames  being  16in.    Mr.  Bunting  added  that  the 
Thames  Angling    Preservation  Society  and  the 
Thames  Trout  Restocking  Society  had  spent  large 
sums  of  money  in  placing  young  trout  in  the 
Thames    for    the    benefit    of    anglers  generally. 
Evidence  having  been  given,  defendant  said  he  was 
not  aware  of  the  bye-law  about  the  size  of  the 
trout  to  be  taken. — The  chairman  :  How  long  were 
you  catching  thoFe  three  ? — Defendant :  Oh,  about 
an  hour  and  a  half. — The  chairman:  Then  you 
were  lucky.    It  sometimes  takes  three  weeks  to 
catch  a  trout  in  the  Thames.    (Laughter.) — De- 
fendant :   I  suppose   I  got  amongst  them. — The 
chairman :  You  evidently  fell  amongst  sharks  at 
the  same  time. — Defendant:   I  am  only  on  the 
river  two  months  in  the  year.    I  did  not  expect  to 
be  summoned  for  this.    The  river  keeper  said  he 
would  "  see  it  through." — The  chairman  :  Well,  you 
are    seeing  it  through    now.     (Laughter.) — The 
Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  10s. 


The  committee  of  the  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs  beg  to  announce  they  have 
secured  about  two  miles  of  private  fishing  at 
Amberley,  known  as  King's  Fishery,  for  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  above  members  only.  The  boundary 
will  now  extend  from  the  Houghton  Bridge  to  the 
railway  at  North  Stoke  on  the  meadow  side.  Also 
new  railway  concessions  have  been  granted  by  the 
Great  Central  Railway,  arrangements  having  been 
made  for  the  following  cheap  fares  to  be  adopted  at 
once : — Marylebone  to  Finmere,  .5s.  Od.  ;  to  Brackley, 
6s.  2d. ;  to  Charwelton,  78,  Gd. ;  to  Braunston  and 
Willoughby,  88.  ;  and  to  Rugby,  83.  8d. 


One  of  the  London  judges  recently  had  to  look 
at  the  dictionary  to  find  that  epistaxis  means 
bleeding  at  the  nose.  Ho  does  not  need  a  dictionary 
to  tell  him  that  incometaxia  also  a  bleeding  which 
everybody  knows,   _  _^ 


From  Mr.  G,  A.  W.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham 
Pond  Hotel,  I  hear  that  sport  generally  has  been 
good,  especially  among  the  tench,  which  are  still 
feeding  well.  Within  the  last  fortnight,  and  only  a 
few  rods  out,  over  fifty  of  21b.  and  over,  several  of 
3lb  ,  and  one  of  3Jlb.  have  been  taken.  Just  now 
Frensham  is  at  its  best,  and  for  fishing,  boating, 
driving,  and  motoring  it  is  not  easily  surpassed. 


"  I  WAS  indulging  a  few  days  ago,"  writes  a  corre- 
spondent in  a  contemporary,  "  in  a  swim  from  a 
small  cutter  anchored  in  a  creek  on  the  Blackwater 
at  Mersea,  in  Essex,  when  I  was  astonished  to  hear 
strange  trumpetings  and  see  curious  black  forms 
tumbling  and  splashing  about  in  the  water  not  two 
hundred  yards  away.  I  jumped  into  my  dinghy, 
and  after  pulling  a  short  distance  I  saw  a  school  of 
thirty  or  forty  porpoises  gambolling  like  children. 
A  local  sportsman,  who  had  seen  them  from  the 
primitive  'hard,'  was  soon  on  the  scene  with  a  large 
rowing-boat  and  a  gun.  He  let  fly  at  them,  and, 
although  his  small  shot  had  no  more  effect  on  their 
oily  bodies  than  flies  on  an  elephant,  he  contrived 
to  frighten  them  and  drive  them  higher  and  higher 
upthecr'ek.  Erelong  several  other  boats  joined 
in  the  chas'i,  and  the  poor  brutes  were  driven 
further  and  further  to  meet  their  doom,  where  the 
creek  shallows  towards  its  head.  Rowing  in  among 
the  frightened  and  helpless  creatures,  some  of  tlie 
Essex  natives  succeeded  in  slipping  running  bow- 
lines over  their  tails,  and  then  waited  for  the  tide 
to  rise  sufficiently  to  enable  their  unwilling  '  tugs  ' 
to  get  under  way. 

***** 
"  Before  long  the  rising  water  gave  the  miniature 
whales  room  to  exert  their  powers,  and  off  they 
went.  One  man  had  two  of  them  made  fast  to  his 
boat,  and  went  along  finely  for  a  time,  until  one  of 
them  elected  to  go  one  way  and  the  other  another. 
Leaving  him  to  his  troubles,  I  rowed  after  a  man 
who  had  a  big  porpoise  on  the  painter  of  his  gunning 
punt.  He  went  away  from  mo  at  once,  but  he  soon 
had  to  cut  his  *  tug '  adrift,  aa  it  towed  his  boat 
right  under.  However,  they  all  managed  to  get  a 
tow  down  at  last,  and  the  boats  were  guided  towards 
the  shore.  The  porpoises,  having  been  stranded 
on  the  'hard,'  were  despatched  one  by  one.  Two 
of  them,  however,  were  saved  from  the  general 
slaughter  and  hoisted  alive  into  a  floating  pontoon, 
where  they  were  subsequently  exposed  to  the 
curious  gaze  of  a  holiday  crowd." 

***** 
Why,  oh  why,  did  not  "Correspondent,"  who 
W6»  getting  on  swimmingly  in  the  Blackwater 
(which  was  black  with  porpoises)  leave  the  poor 
porpoises,  "gambolling  like  children"  going  to 
"school,"  to  enjoy  their  swim?  The  local  sports- 
man on  the  primitive  "hard"  was  very  hard  on 
the  blowing,  panting,  puffing,  tumbling,  splashing 
cetaceans.  I  hope  the  dolphins  we  have  in  th? 
Thames,  close,  very  close,  to  the  Victoria  Embank- 
ment, will  not  be  molested.  I  shall  drop  a  line  (not 
a  bowline)  to  the  captain  of  the  Buzzard  which  is 
"hard"  by  to  keep  a  sharp  look  out. 


The  Great  Central  Company  issue  cheap  excur- 
sion tickets  every  Saturday  for  3,  8,  10,  15.  or  17 
days  from  London  (Marylebone)  ta  Chester,  South- 
port,  Liverpool,  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man),  and  North- 
West  Coast,  Scarborough,  IBridlington,  Filey,  Harro- 
gate, Grimsby,  Cieethorpes,  and  North-East  Coast. 
Every  Wednesday  for  6,  8,  13,  or  15  days  to 
Blackpool,  Lytham,  St.  Annes,  Fleetwood,  etc 
Cheap  week-end  tickets  are  issued  every  Friday 
and  Saturday  to  the  seaside  and  pleasure  resorts. 
On  Saturdavs,  Aug.  13  (to-day),  Aug.  27,  Sept.  10, 
and  Sept.  24,  cheap  excursion  bookings  are  an- 
nounced for  3,  6,  and  8  daj's  to  Stratfora-on-Avon, 
Leicester,  Nottingham,  Sheffield,  Leefls,  Hudd^rs- 
field,  Halifax,  Bradford,  Manchester,  Stockport, 
Warrington,  Liverpool,  York,  Newcastle,  and  other 
important  towns  and  holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands 
and  North  of  England. 


A  CAT  climbed  up  an  elm  tree  in  Queen's  Square, 
Bioomsbury,  where  a  pigeon  had  its  nest,  and 
having  devoured  two  young  pigeons  it  deposited 
two  new-born  kittens  in  their  place. 

*  *     '        *  ♦  * 

"Now  I  hear  from  some  friends  in  Suffolk  that 
"  While  we  were  there  the  nightingale  was  singing 
all  day  long  in  the  bushes,  and  the  place  is  a 
favourite  resort  of  the  cuckoo.  For  some  years  one 
of  the  latter  has  deposited  its  egg  in  the  nest  of  a 
water-wagtail,  and  later  in  the  year  an  amusing 
sight  to  be  seen  is  that  of  the  young  cuckoo  being 
fed  by  the  two  little  wagtails,  which,  taken  together, 
would  not  come  to  much  more  than  an  eighth  of  its 
weight.  But  it  sits  on  a  bough  of  the  old  oak  on 
the  lawn  or  a  garden  rail  and  gapes  and  swallows 
from  daylight  to  dusk,  while  the  two  small  foster- 


parents  are  worked  to  death  to  provide  it  with 
grubs  and  other  food,"  [It  matters  little  to  the 
cuckoo  what  "other  food"  consists  of  so  long  as  it 
gets  its  grub.] 

***** 

It  is  recorded  of  the  Kilkenny  cats  that  they  ate 
each  other  up.  Some  rollicking  young  officers 
re.sorted  to  the  practice  of  tying  two  cats  by  their 
tails  and  hanging  them  across  an  improvised  rail  in 
their  dormitory,  while  fhey  gloated  over  the  fight 
which  necessarily  ensued.  This  having  come  to  the 
ears  of  the  colonel,  he  made  an  unexpected  visit. 
On  the  signal  being  given,  a  smart  swordsman 
released  the  cats,  who  speedily  beat  a  retreat. 
On  the  colonel  demanding  an  explanation  of  the 
unseemly  noise  and  disorder,  and  receiving  no 
reply,  he  discovered  the  parts  of  two  tails — the  cats 
had  eaten  each  other  up.  Well,  this  is  history — 
natural !  ' 

***** 

But  what  about  this  from  the  Daily  Graphic  ? 
"During  the  absence  of  my  wife  and  family  at  tho 
seaside  I  have  had  five  canaries  and  two  goldfish 
under  my  care.  Yesterday  on  going  to  the  bowl  to 
give  the  fish  some  fresh  water,  I  discovered  that 
one  of  them  had  disappeared,  and  until  ;now  I  have 
been  unable  to  find  out  how  it  went  or  where  it 
went.  \  friend  to  whom  I  mentioned  the  matter 
said,  'Cats,'  but  it  was  impossible  for  a  cat  to  get 
into  the  room  ;  also  if  (hero  had  been  a  cat  in  the 
house  (and  I  know  there  has  not  been  one),  I  think 
he  or  she  would  have  killed  a  canary  before  taking 
a  fish.  Another  reason  for  disposing  of  the  cat 
theory  is  that  the  bo  wl  remained  in  its  customary 
position ;  no  water  had  been'  ETpilled.  Another 
friend  has  suggested  that  if  the  bowl  was  full  of 
water,  the  fish  might  have  slipped  out.  I  do  not 
think  such  a  thing  is  possible,  but  in  that  event  the 
fish  would  have  died  on  the  floor,  and  I  cannot  find 
the  body.  Still  another  theory  has  been  put  for- 
ward, namely,  that  the  remaining  fish  has  eaten  his 
companion.  I  do  not  think  this  can  have  happened  . 
The  two  fish  were  of  equal  size,  and  if  one  had 
contrived  to  kill  the  other,  it  seems  scarcely  pro- 
bable that  every  particle  of  the  dead  fish  could 
have  baen  disposed  of  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Possibly  some  of  your  readers  may  be  able  to  tell 
me  how  the  fish  disappeared. — Yours  truly.  No 
Angler."    [Surely  some  angler  can  answer  this.] 


Don't  Squirm  !  Mr.  William  Hoarder  writes  : — 
"  Dear  Dragnet, — Your  nine-eyed  eel  is  no  other 
than  the  seven-holed  lamprey  that  King  Henry  the 
First  killed  himself  with  eating.  They  are  nice. 
The  mouth  is  like  a  sucker,  with  a  very  formidable 
set  of  teeth  like  the  prickles  on  a  thorn  bush.  It 
hangs  on  to  ita  prey  and  tears  at  the  flesh  with 
these  prickly  teeth.  Nice  when  you  are  bathing 
with  nothing  on  !  " 


How's  this  for  high-falutin  ?  Purveyors  of  the 
tasty  bloater  and  the  succulent  periwinkle  are 
credited  with  sufficient-  sagacity  to  preclude  the 
general  public  from  knowing  that  their  wares  are 
either  "tall,"  "high,"  or  "lofty."  But  had  the 
peripatetic  piscatorial  provender  purveyor  been' 
unfortunate  enough  to  have  secured  the  delightf ulL 
malodorous  specimen  which  came  to  the  Fishing 
Oazette  office  by  po.st  this  (Thursday)  morning,  he 
would  have  had  little  need  to  cry  "stinking  fish," 
as  the  beauty  would  have  shouted  for  itself. 

*  *  *  *  If 

No  'doubt  the  gentleman  who  so  "  keeindly " 
forwarded  this  shade  of  Rimmell  will  be  pleased  to 
know  that  all  the  staff  are  still  alive  ;  and  the  pro 
prietors  of  the  paper  will  feel  greatly  obliged  if  th 
sender  will  forward  a  cheque  towards  defraying  th 
expenses  of  the  sanitary  inspector  who  persisted  ' 
examining  the  drains.  ^ 

***** 

As  we  were  going  to  press  we  received  a  requisiti 
from  the  Postmaster-General  to  the  effect  that  i 
future  all  parcels  addressed  to  the  Fishing  Gazet 
would  be  carefully  stored  in  tlie  nearest  mortua 
until  cal.ed  for,  and  that  we  shall  be  duly  informe 
as  to  cost  incurred  for  disinfectants,  coroner 
expenses,  doctor's  bill?,  etc. 

***** 

Only  recently  SDme  "fish"  arrived  for  exami 
ation  in  a  state  of  decomposition,  but  they  we 
decently  housed,  and  it  was  only  when  the  pie 
mean  box — was  opened  that  they  began  to  sin 
But  in  this  instance  the  "  tish  "  was  wrapped  in 
small  piece  ot  papoi-,  and  in  an  ordinary  envelo 
left  to  find  its  way  to  the  hospital  for  inspecti 
and  disinfection,  i'hat  the  pobt  otfice  officials  r 
sented  it  was  patent  from  the  way  in  which  t' 
packet  had  been  unmeicifully  punched  with  the 
used  for  denoting  the  date,  place,  and  time 
posting.  The  poor  postmen  have  the  sympathy  of 

Dragnet. 


August  13,  1904 
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letters  to  the  Ebitor^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

GOOD  FEELING  AT  THE  TOURNAMENT. 
Deab  Sib. — Will  you  please  explain  why  you 
and  Mr.  Le  Mesurier-Hayward  were  surprised  at  the 
good  feeling  and  sportamanlike  spii-it  displayed  by 
everyone  ?  I  think  the  surprising  thing  would  have 
been  had  there  bef  n  any  other  spirit  displayed  by 
the  angling  fraternity  on  such  an  occasion. — Yours 
truly,  G.  E.  M.  Skues. 

[Mr.  Skues  is  doubtless  right  in  his  view,  but  if 
he  had  had  to  ask  as  I  did,  for  much  extra  work 
from  some  of  the  judges  and  others — from  Mr. 
Graham  Clarke  and  Mr.  Philip  Geen  especially — he 
would  have  felt  very  grate'ul.  It  was  only  by 
asking  for  more  than  we  ought  in  fairness  to  have 
done  that  it  was  possible  to  get  through  the  pro- 
gramme. Some  of  the  judges  were  working  for 
nearly  ten  hours  in  a  broiling  sun  with  hardly  a 
minute  to  get  any  refreshment.  In  at  least  one  of 
the  competitions  new  conditions  were  made  after 
the  entries  had  been  received  ;  I  confess  I  should 
not  have  been  surprised  if  there  had  been  some 
unpleasEuit  protests,  for  anglers  are  not  angels. 
—Ed.] 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  FUTURE 
TOURNAMENTS. 


competing  with  professionals,  would  it  not  be  a 
better  p'an  for  amateurs  and  professionals  to  com- 
pete together  in  all  the  events,  but  to  have  separate 
prizes  ?  For  instance,  there  might  be  six  prize-)  in 
each  event,  three  for  amatours  and  three  for  pro- 
fessionals. No  doubt  the  professionals  would  almost 
always  beat  the  amateurs,  but  I  notice  that  both  in 
the  li_ht  and  heavy  bait  casting  events  the  amateurs 
beat  the  professionals  hollow,  though  in  the  fly 
casting  events  the  reverse  was  the  case. 

On  the  riverside  we  compete  together  on  equal 
terms,  and  I  think  it>-  would  add  interest  to  the 
competitions  if  we  so  competed  together  in  the 
tournament,  though  in  order  to  encourage  amateurs 
to  enter  at  all  I  think  they  ought  to  have  prizes 
allotted  to  them  which  profe  sionals  cannot  take. 
I  think  it  would  be  better  to  make  future  tourna- 
ments extend  over  thtee  days,  so  that  events  need 
not  overlap.  Personally  I  was  very  sorry  to  miss 
seeing  the  bait  casting  because  I  had  entered  for 
some  of  the  fly  casting  competitions.  It  also  strikes 
me  that  Saturday  is  a  bad  day  to  end  up  upon  for 
those  who,  like  myself,  have  to  come  up  from  some 
distance  in  the  country  and  do  not  wish  to  spend 
Sunday  in  London. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  there  are  many  difficulties 
in  the  way,  and  I  only  offer  the^e  suggestions  with 
diffidence  and  because  no  one  else  appears  to  come 
forward,  but  I  hope  that  others  who  have  studied 
the  matter  and  know  more  about  fishing  than  I  do 
will  give  their  opinions. — Yours  truly, 

An  Amateub. 


Deab  Sib, — It  seems  to  me  that  now,  whilst  the 
tournament  is  fresh  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
witnessed  it,  is  the  best  time  to  inaugurate  a  dis- 
cussion in  your  valuable  paper  as  to  the  best  means 
of  improving  future  tournaments. 

If  you  agree  to  this,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  as 
an  amateur  fisherman  in  a  humble  way  to  make  a 
few  suggestions,  and  no  doubt  other  correspondents, 
with  more  experience  than  I  possess,  may  improve 
upon  them,  and  in  this  way  you  may  be  able  to 
arrive  at  a  programme  which  would  be  stfll  more 
interesting  to  the  general  angling  public. 

I  would  suggest  that  other  competitions  be 
arranged, which  would  attract  fishermen  in  contra- 
distinction to  exponents  of  long-distance  throwing. 
For  instance,  some  fly  casting  competitions  for 
throwing  under  difficult  circumstances,  one  perhaps 
for  throwing  under  bushes,  another  for  throwing 
with  obstructions  behind,  and  another  for  throwing 
against  the  wind,  if  there  happened  to  be  any  wind, 
or  if  not,  then  for  eiccuracy. 

The  dry  fly  competition  as  at  present  arranged  is 
all  very  well,  but  it  does  not  bring  out  all  the  con- 
ditions that  test  the  skilful  fisherman  ;  the  fly,  in  my 
opinion,  ought  to  alight  cocked,  the  distances  ought 
to  be  unknown,  and  also  to  eliminate  pure  bad  luck. 
I  think  each  competitor  ought  to  have,  say,  three 
throws  at  each  of  the  marks,  and  I  think  this  could 
be  done  in  the  five  minutes  allowed. 

Then,  again,  the  minnow  fisherman  is  not  repre- 
sented in  the  tournament,  perhaps  you  will  say  and 
a  good  thing  too,  but  you  have  to  cater  for  all  cldsses, 
and  as  minnow  is  still  allowed,  and  rightly  so,  in  my 
opinion,  in  many  streams  in  the  North  of  England, 
and  in  Scotland  and  Wales,  and  as  great  skill  is 
required  to  fish  it  properly,  it  strikes  me  that  it 
would  make  a  very  interesting  event.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  it  takes  two  forms,  one  for  spinning  and 
another  for  "aip"  fishing,  or  sinking  and  drawing 
■with  snap  tackle.  The  f-pinning  event  might  consist 
in  throwing  the  bait  between  two  weighted  boards 
floating  on  edge,  and  then  spinning  it  between  other 
boards  and  perhaps  round  some  obstructions.  The 
dip  fi.shing  event  might  consist  in  dropping  the  bait 
inside  a  sei  ies  of  circul^ir  hoops  at  varying  distances, 
email  barrels  three  parts  full  of  water  and  anchored 
might  answer  the  purpose  better  than  hoops. 

Possibly  the  worm  fisherman  would  like  to  have  a 
chance,  but  not  having  had  much  experience  of 
clear-water  worm  fishing,  I  must  leave  it  to  others 
to  make  suggestions. 

I  think  in  all  these  fishing  competitions  the 
distances  should  be  those  which  generally  occur  in 
actual  fishing,  so  as  not  to  cut  out  the  weak  man  or 
the  man  who  has  not  practised  long  distance  throw- 
ing, but  to  bring  to  the  front  the  beat  fisherman  if 
possible. 

The  fly  and  bait  casting  events  very  likely  cannot 
be  much  improved  upon,  though  I  think  the  sugges- 
tion of  your  correspondent,  Mr.  DuH,  that  the  fly 
should  not  bo  allowed  to  touch  the  water  behind  is 
a  good  one.  These  casting  competitions  answer  a 
Useful  purpose,  for  they  improve  the  make  of  rods, 
but  I  think  some  U  sts  of  eiccuracy  in  all  departments 
of  fishing  would  be  also  a  good  thing  for  the  rod 
makers,  because  handinesa  in  a  rod  is  quite  as 
important  as  casting  power,  and  rod  makers  sell 
perhaps  fifty  rods  chosen  for  balance  and  handiness 
to  one  chosen  merely  for  casting  power. 

In  order  to  shorten  the  time  occupied  over  each 
class  of  events,  and  to  give  amateurs  a  chance  of 


THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  TOURNAMENT. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  writing,  as  you  request,  to  point 
out  an  error  in  Competition  F.  I  used  a  12ft.  2in. 
Mallochgreenheart  (with  Hardy  centre  joint),  weight 
20oz..  not  Gillett  as  reported.  In  Competition  R 
I  used  Hardy  steel  centre,  8ft  6in.,  lOi-oz.,  and  3  Jin. 
"Silex"  reel.  I  should  like  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  great  consideration  and  kindness 
shown  by  the  committee  and  Mr.  Emery  at  the 
tournament,  in  which,  I  am  sure,  all  the  competitors 
will  join  me,  and  to  congratulate  them  on  the  great 
success  they  so  deservedly  achieved. — Yours  truly, 

H.  W.  Little. 


THOSE  "TOY"  AMERICAN  RODS. 

Deab  Sie, — In  your  issue  of  August  6  Mr.  F,  G. 
Shaw,  who  won  so  many  prizes,  chiefly  with  Messrs 
Hardy's  rods,  at  the  Tournament,  describes  the 
excellent  sport  he  had  when  using  the  SJoz. 
"  Leonard  "  rod  which  he  also  won  in  the  Tourna- 
ment. You  will  remember  that  some  of  your 
correspondents,  including,  I  think,  Mr.  W.  Baden- 
Powell  and  Mr.  Hardy,  said  last  year  that  these 
light  American  rods  were  mere  toys  suitable  for 
boys  and  girls.  I  think  Mr.  Baden- Powell  described 
the  whole  outfit  as  "  a  reel  of  cotton  and  a  tooth- 
pick" which  would  not  "kill  fish." 

Mr.  Shaw  speaks  very  highly  of  tho  rod  he  used, 
and  says  he  killed  eleven  and  a  half  brace  of  trout 
on  it.  Perhaps  he  was  using  his  lloz.  Hardy  by 
mistake  ? — Yours  truly,  H.  St.  John. 


HOW  IS  IT  DONE? 

Deab  Sie, — After  reading  the  reports  of  the 
Casting  Tournament  one  feels  a  little  envious  of 
the  men  who  can  make  such  casts,  and  up  here  in 
this  p  irt  of  the  country  what  we  wish  to  know  is 
how  to  do  it,  more  especially  as  to  bait  casting 
in  the  Nottingham  style  from  the  reel. 

We  have  no  Trent  nor  any  Thames  here,  nor  have 
we  all  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  Palace,  to  see  it 
■done,  but  we  w  ish  to  know  how  it  is  done  for  all 
itbat,  so  there  is  nothing  else  for  it  than  to  ask  you, 
Mr.  Editor,  to  provide  us  with  the  information. 
Please  get  some  Nottingham  angler  to  explain  the 
iuse  of  the  Nottingham  reel  both  in  bait  casting 
<and  also  float  casting. 

I  think  I  might  venture  to  say  that  out  of 
^thousands  of  anglers  in  Lancashire  there  is  not  one 
ptr  cent,  that  can  cast  a  floaty  off  the  reel,  in  fact 
1  have  never  seen  one  do  it. 

If  you  can  provide  us  with  an  article  on  "  How 
to  Manipulate  tho  Nottingham  Reel "  in  all  its 
various  uses  you  will  confer  a  favour  on  all  and 
youra  truly,  Stjndby. 

NOTE  FROM  A  COMPETITOR  AT  THE 
TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  I  gained 
'tliree  third  prizes  at  the  Tournament — two  for  dis- 
'taiace  bait  ceisting  and  one  for  accuracy.  I  won  them 
with  Allcock's  split-cane  rod  and  Coxon's  "  Aerial  " 
reeL  The  rod  which  I  used  was  very  stiff,  and 
•only  8ft.  llin.  I  had  no  idea  that  anyone  would 
use  rods  lift.,  12ft.,  13ft.,  and  14ft.  long.  I  know 
that  the  limit  was  14ft.  At  Redditch  here  we  use 
rods  from  Oft.  to  9ft.,  and  we  can  easily  cover  all 
the  water,  the  river  being  only  45yd,  to  50yd.  at 


the  widest.  I  think  you  will  agree  that  under  the 
circumstances  I  did  very  well,  and  T  am  quite 
certain  that  with  one  month's  practice  with  a  12ft. 
rod  and  my  "Aerial"  reel  I  could  cast  .5yd.  further 
than  Mr.  Emery's  best  cast,  which  was  200ft. — 
Oliyd.  2ft. — but  still  I  shall  know  better  another 
time,  and  unless  they  improve  I  shall  hope  to  bring 
first  prizes  back  instead  of  thirds. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Woolley  as  regards  the  niceness  of  every- 
body, both  competitors  and  spectators.  Although 
I  wa8  absolutely  alone,  yet  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ever  felt  more  at  home,  but  then  the  secret  of  it 
was  they  were  fishermen,  and  everybody  knows 
that  they  are  tho  most  affable  men  in  the  world. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Hopkins. 

Redditch, 


TOURNAMENT  TOPICS. 

Deab  Sie, — One  needs  don  armour  of  proof 
before  proceeding  to  break  a  lance  with  such  a 
redoubtable  champion  as  "  Val  Conson  "  ;  but  there 
is  consolation  in  the  knowledge  that  defeat  at  his 
hands  is  not  disgrace,  and  that  hia  knightly  cour- 
tesy will  ever  be  met  with. 

"Val  Conson"  appears  to  lay  too  much  stress  on 
sheer  physical  strength  I  do  not  think  that  it 
enters  so  largely  into  results  as  he  would  have  ua 
believe.  A  man  may  be  as  strong  as  Hercules,  or 
the  more  modern  Sandow,  but  only  a  certain 
amount  of  that  strength  can  be  employed  in 
wielding  a  rod;  a  certain  immeasurable  quantity, 
and  no  more.  He  seems  inclmed  to  give  all  the 
credit  of  the  results  attained  by  the  heavier  rods 
to  this  same  sheer  strength  and  physiceJ  p  jwers  of 
the  wielders ;  but  appears  to  claim  those  achieved 
by  the  light  division  for  the  benefit  of  the  inherent 
merit  possessed  by  the  rod.  Let  us  turn  to  the 
trout  rod — for  that  is  the  weapon  in  which  the 
light-rod  question  is  chiefly  centred — competitions 
referred  to  by  "Val  Conson."  For  the  sake  of 
easy  comparison  I  have  drawn  up  the  following 
table : — 


Distance 
Cast. 

Weight  of 
Rod. 

Distance 
j  Cast. 

Weight  of 
Rod. 

1    Increase  in 
Distance  Cast. 

i.fl 

.J.  Eiiright  ... 

34-8 

11-5 

J.  J.  Hardy... 

29 

5-75 

34 

12 

5 

6-25 

L.  Hardy   

29-5 

5-75 

30 

12 

-5 

■6-25 

E.  .T.  Mills  ... 

28-5 

5-75 

29 

8 

-5 

2-25 

K.  G.  Shaw ... 

29 

5-75 

30-6 

11 

1-6 

5-25 

C.  R.  Hewitt. 

27 

5-75 

28-6 

9-5 

1-6 

3-75 

D.  C.  E.  Muir 

24-18 

5-75 

28-6 

13 

4-5 

7-25 

W.  Prince  ... 

23 

5-75 

28 

13 

5 

7-25 

D.M.  Roberts 

24 

4-125 

Totals  

214-16 
26-77 

44-375 
5-547 

■243-6 
30-45 

90 
11-25 

18-8 
2-68 

38-25 
5-46 

It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  the  light  rods  did 
not  hold  their  own  in  casting  powers  with  the  so- 
called  heavy  ones,  although  in  the  hands  of  the 
same  men,  sjme  of  exceptional  physical  develop- 
ments, others  not  so  favoured.  I  am  not  drawing 
the  sword  on  behalf  of  the  heavy  rod,  nor  do  I  wish 
to  decry  the  light  one.  They  each  have  their  uses, 
and  excel  in  certain  points.  It  is  useless  to  try  to 
cut  down  a  rod  to  a  given  weight,  and  expect  it  to 
excel  on  all  points. 

To  quote  from  "Val  Conson's  "  able  article,  "I 
am  credibly  informed  that  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  said  he 
would  rather  fish  with  his  14oz.  rod  any  day." 
There  Mr.  Hardy  hits  the  nail  fairly  and  squarely 
on  the  head. 

He  prefers  to  use  the  rod  that  suits  him  ;  and 
although  we  are  not  all  constituted  alike,  we  seem 
pretty  well  unanimous  in  that  preference. — Yours 
truly,  X.  S.  R. 

P.S.  —  Recently  I  fished  Holkham  Lake  —  the 
first  time  for  a  considerable  period.  The  water  is 
about  the  colour  and  consistence  of  pea  soup, 
and  I  find  that  nuisance  American  weed  flourish- 
ing. Sport  is  consequently  dead  off.  There  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  a  friend  of  yours  in  that 
happy-go-lucky  unconventi  jnal  way  peculiar  to  the 
angling  fraternity.  "I  was  induced  to  come  here 
and  bring  my  family,"  he  observed,  "through 
reading  an  article  in  the  Christmas  Number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  I  was  just  thinking  of  writing  and 
telling  Mr.  Marston  that  the  whole  thing  is  a  fraud. 
I  wish  I  could  run  acioss  the  author."  Then  I  con- 
fessed to  being  the  culprit.  He  weis  merciful. 
Instead  of  the  direful  punishment  deserved,  I 
enjoyed  the  pletisure  of  an  introduction  to  hia 
charming  wife  and  family,  and  was  afforded  the 
unique  experience  of  witnessing  three  generations 
of  ladies  angling  together — the  junior  member  of 
the  trio  was  certainly  a  little  one.  If  the  sport  ia 
disappointing,  somehow  I  do  not  think  they  will 
regret  their  visit  to  Holkham, 
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"  Out  of  siffht  and  sownd  of  Eailtuays." 
"  Truly  am,  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  in  England- 
"A  channing  spot  tr.  visit." 

Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream, 

Ply  Fishing  (strictly  resei  vcd)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs.  caught 
this  season  to  date. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terras  to  residents  In  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  Si  Guineas  per  week. 
Beat  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

'J'ariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  ii  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.  _ 

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  JTrbhsham  Pond,Chtot. 

Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  lUiddleseie, 

Fisbermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Eoach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station!.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station.  Midland. 

Sizes  oic  fish  : 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 


En   Pension   Xevms   only  IOb. 

NO  EXTRAS. 


6d.  a  day. 


ONLY    SIX.   HOURS   FROIMC  1L.ONDON; 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Kudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgfoii.  4  loch. 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  OE.Oij. 

Fishing  for  Pike.  Perch,  and  Hr  Id  nil  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  's.  Hd.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8s.  6(/.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing- 
Free.  Scores  of  bitr  tish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  :  c-.ding  22}  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  lias  considerable  very  su))erior  and  varied  Hshing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  'J'here  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Uadcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA  FISHING. 


EXTENSirie  BOATIXa  AND  HIRING. 


H.B; — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 


NSmr   FISHING   ACQUIRE  O. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Peopeieteebs. 


Swaq  lolei  Teninfj,  wpfcestellre. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms f  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldeh,  Proprietor. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  BIOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Pishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
oeiriog,  via  Chirk. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Lech  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  HALMON  KISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors,  lioatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  T-out  Fishing  on  f^och  Mhor,  Ix)ch 
Brau,  WiA  Kiver  Foyers,  also  Free.  Termi  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galw&y,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  .'all way  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  cons.  sts  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spi  ing  a.id  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abi  indance  (vei-y  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured  )  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,01  0  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  S  looting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  r  itting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  e  nd  lavatory.  Boats 
always  iu  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  KAUGI  (TON,  Proprietor. 


TONCUE  HOTEL,  Sul  berlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNF  S,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  tl  le  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  I  est  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
(jf  the  finest  scenery  of  the )  lighlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  a  od  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  an<l  kyle.  O0o(  I  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms,  i  post  and  Telegraph 
UtUce  and  Aesident  Uoctor.,^ 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  July,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

MURPHY'S  HOTEL,  OUOHTERARD. 

(Established  Kill  years.)  Throe  minutes'  walk 
from  Lough  Corrib,  which  affords  Free  Salmon 
aud  Trout  Fishing.  Kecently  enlarged  and 
improved.  All  modern  sanitary  arrangements. 
Excellent  table,  and  all  home  comforts.  Traps 
meet  trains  at  Oughterard  Station.  Boatmen 
attached  to  Hotel.  For  tariff,  iftc,  apply  to  the 
Proprietress,  Miss  Murphv,  Murphy's  Botel, 
Oughterard,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 


BUCK  HOTEL, 

Yellow  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  in  Border  Esk.  Comfortable  Bedrooms, 
Bathroom,  w.c.  Sitting  Koom,  and  Bining 
Room.  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Cigars  of  genuine 
quality.  Card  of  Tariff,  and  particulars  of  the 
Esk  and  its  tributaries,  post  free.— Geokse  S. 
Grant,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Culleu,  Derry- 
maimin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
b(;at  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemer 
tishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5».  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

UriKht,  lir,aciug  air ;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake 
and  8l:md»  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  S-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  Trafl'ells,  180  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan,  n 
Hi  res,  are  now  included  In  projirietor's  fishing ;  grand 
Tront  and  Perch  Fishing;  Ijoats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moilerate  tarilT.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
Kivci  Crygill  hest  in  the  early  8e:ison,  oi>ened  March  1 
A  MUDKR.N  HOUSE,  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  sanie  sjiorting  privileges  as  Uotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  tliree  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  aud  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HUKLEY. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Loncionderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANnIFoWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  <fec.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  Os.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«.  ;  Daily,  5.?. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manageress. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOE  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Pi  oprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  presei-ved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  F'ishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHING   FREE.  FOSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAY. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  iScc.  First-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.   With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor. 


CXJUAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne'a  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires:  " Culag,  Loohinver." 

JOm^  MACKENZIE. 
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THE  TOURNAMENT  AND  CRITICISMS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  read  with  interest,  and  not  a 
Uttle  amazement,  "Val  Conson's"  letter  in  your 
issue  of  Aiig.  6,  and  while  everyone  must  endorse 
the  kind  feeling  which  prompts  him  to  find  an 
excuse  for  the  defeat  of  our  American  friends,  I 
think  it  is  only  fair  to  ask  him  to  draw  correct  instead 
of  incorrect  conclusions  from  the  records  which  were 
made  on  July  22,  23,  and  28,  and  I  therefore 
venture  to  beg  a  little  space  for  reply. 

It  also  comes  as  a  very  great  surprise  to  me  that 
as  manufacturers  we  are  in  such  a  seiious  case  as 
he  states,  and  in  this  respect  I  would  ask  "  Val 
Conson  "  with  what  authority  he  speaks  ?  Will  he 
explain  what  he  has  seen  of  manufacture,  and  what 
claim  he  has  to  pose  as  an  authority  on  fishiag  rods  ? 
It  will  be  noticed  that  while  he  does  not  give  us 
(the  British)  much  credit  for  skill  as  manufacturers, 
he  certainly  does  for  strength.  Indeed,  to  read  the 
repeated  assertions  on  this  head,  one  would  think 
we  are  a  race  of  giants,  and  that  sheer  strength 
carried  us  to  victory  on  July  22  and  23.  In  this  he 
is  quite  wrong,  as  will  be  seen.  In  the  salmon  rod 
competitions  the  Americans  were  much  like  the 
man  who  fell  out  of  the  balloon,  and  as  there  is 
nothing  to  discuss  we  wiU  pass  this. 


Competition  C. 
lift.  6in.  rods. 

Extract  from  "V.  C.'s  " 
article. 

"  In  this  contest  again 
we  have  the  victory  of 
sheer  strength.  It  stands 
to  reason  that  on  general 
principles,  given  suffi- 
cient strength  to  wield 
it,  a  longer  rod  will  get 
"out  a  longer  line  than  a 
shorter  one.  But  no 
one  except  a  very  strong 
man  has  the  physical 
power  to  make  the  most 
with  one  hand  of  an 
lift.  6in.  rod.  Messrs. 
Enright  and  J.  J.  Hardy 
and  Mr.  L.  Hardy  have 
all  the  necessary  strength 
to  wield  the  longer  rod, 
and  the  advantage  over 
Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  of  a  foot 
of  length.  Yet  Mr.  L. 
Hardy  only  ex.eeded 
Mr.  Mills'  cast  by  one 
yard." 


Here  "V.  C."  says 
"victory  of  sheer 
strength,"  and  he  makes 
my  nephew,  Mr.  L. 
HMdy,  a  strong  man. 
Mr.  L.  Hardy  is  a  mere 
boy,  nineteen  years  of 
age,  younger  and  slighter 
than  Mr.  MUls,  and  is 
not  strong.  He  had  no 
preparation  for  the  tour- 
nament. In  this  com- 
petition Mr.  Mills  makes 
his  best  cast  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  series — 
29yd.  —  while  Mr.  L. 
Hardy  casts  30yd.  In 
"  Ambidexter  "  records 
Mr.  L.  Hardy  cast  31yd. 
with  a  10ft.  9in.,  lloz., 
rod-  True,  Mr.  Mills' 
rod  was  8-^oz.  against 
Mr.  L.  Hardy's  lloz. 
Now  if  "Val  Conson" 
will  turn  to  the  6|oz. 
rod  competition,  he  will 
notice  that  Mr.  L.  Hardy 
cast  in  that  competition 
29yd.  ipt.,  agiinst  Mr. 
MiUs'  28yd.  l^ft.,  and 
again  beat  him.  In  the 
"Hardy  Tournament," 
on  July  28,  Mr.  L.  Hardy 
cast  27yd.  with  a  three- 
piece  rod  of  8ft.  6in., 
weighing  3oz.  14dr.  Tfiis 
rod  was  taken  from  the 
stand  at  the  exhibition, 
and  on  sale  as  a  regular 
stock  pattern,  a  rod  less 
than  half  the  weight  of 
that  employed  by  Mr. 
Mills,  and  2ft.  shorter. 

Result. 
Mr.  Mills  casts  with  a 
10ft.  6in.  rod  of  8ioz., 
29>d. 

Mr.  L.  Hardy  casts 
with  an  lift.  6in.  rod  of 
12oz.,  30yd, 

Light  Rod  Competition. 

Mr.  Mills  casts  with 
5|oz.  rod,  28yd.  l^ft. 

Mr.  L,  Hardy  casts 
with  6Joz.  rod,  2'Jy  d.  1  ^f  t. 

"Ambidexter." 
Mr.  Mills  casts  29yd. 
Mr.   L.   Hardy  casts 
31yd. 

On  July  28  Mr.  L. 
Hardy  cast,  with  a  rod 
3oz.  14dr.,  27yd.  Mr. 
Mills,  using  his  firm's 
rods,  is  beaten  in  every 
competition  by  Mr.  L. 
Hardy,  a  boy  of  nineteen, 
using  Hardy  rods.  The 
C  competition  I  won 
with  34yd.,  Mr.  L.  Hardy 
being  second,  both  using 
Hardy  rods. 


"  Let  us  now  turn  to 
competition  M  for 
amateurs  under  similar 
conditions.  Here  we 
find  only  one  single  com- 
petitor, Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw 
(also  a  powerful  man, 
who,  moreover,  sup- 
ported his  wrist  wifh  a 
medical  rubber 
bandage),  achieving 
more  with  his  rod  than 
Mr.  E.  J.  Mills'  29  yards. 
The  best  cast  was  30yd. 
2ft.  with  a  10ft.  9in., 
lloz..  Hardy  split-cane. 
Close  behind  him,  with 
28yd.  2ft.,  we  find  Mr. 
Hewitt,  of  New  York, 
cast  with  a  91oz.  lift, 
split-cane  of  Mr.  Mills' 
manufacture.  But  in 
this  competition  the 
most  notable  result  must 
be  credited  to  the  solitary 
lady  competitor.  Miss 
R.  A.  Newham,  who 
covered  25yd.  with  a 
5|-oz.  Hardy  split-cane 
of  9ft.  3in.,  and  did  it  in 
a  style  which  for  clean- 
ness and  neatness  left 
nothing  to  be  desired." 


Now  we  come  to  com- 
petition M,  amateurs. 
Here  "V.  C."  quotes 
Mr.  E.  J.  Mills'  29yd. 
against  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw's 
30yd.  2ft.  When  one 
gets  to  30yd.  with  a 
single-handed  rod,  5ft. 
is  a  good  way  behind  it. 
But  Mr.  Mills  did  not 
cast  in  this  competition, 
the  29yd.  cast  being 
made  in  another.  Mr. 
C.  R.  Hewitt,  of  New 
York,  was  second  in  this, 
with  28yd.  2ft.,  but 
2yd.  is  a  long  way  be- 
hind Mr.  Shaw's  30yd. 
2ft.,  and,  although  Mr. 
Hewitt  used  an  lift., 
9ioz.,  rod,  his  cast  is 
even  a  good  deal  short 
of  Mr.  L,  Hardy's  29yd. 
l^ft.  with  a  5|oz.  rod. 
My  29yd.  with  same  rod, 
and  Mr.  Shaw's  29yd. 
with  his  5|oz.  Hardy 
rod,  need  hardly  be 
mentioned.  I  again  beat 
this  cast  by  one  foot  on 
July  28,  using  a  rod  8ft. 
long  and  only  4oz. 
weight,  being  3ft.  shorter 
than  Mr.  Hewitt's.  It 
is  gratifying  here  to 
notice  that  "Val  Con- 
son "  gives  Miss  New- 
ham  and  her  9ft.  3in. 
Hardy  rod  great  credit, 
which  she  well  deserves. 

Here  Mr.  L.  Hardy 
casts  31yd.  against  Mr. 
Mills'  29yd.,  and  he  is 
said  by  "Val  Conson" 
to  be  "  on  even  terms  " 
with  Mr.  Mills,  although 
beating  him  on  the  three 
best  casts  by  7yd.  1ft. 


"  In  the  ambidexter 
Mr.  Shaw  only  cast  one 
yard  more  with  his  right 
than  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  in 
spite  of  his  superior 
strength.  Young  Mr.  L. 
Hardy  alone  compares 
on  even  terms  with  the 
light  rod  performer,  and 
he  is  as  hard  as  nails." 

By  what  mathematical  calculation  "V. 
arrives  at  these  conclusions  I  do  not  know, 
much  does  he  allow  for  the  "hard  as  nails"  ? 
Mills  here  used  a  rod  10ft.  6in.,  8Joz.  weight 
L.  Hardy  10ft.  9in..  lloz.  weight;  but  note 
Mr.  L.  Hardy  beats  Mr,  MUls'  cast  of  29yd. 
31yd.  in  this,  and  with  his  5|oz.  rod  in  the 
competition  he  beats  his  8|oz.  rod  by  1ft.  6in. 
a  rod  weighing  only  5|oz. 


C." 
How 

Mr. 
;  Mr. 
that 
with 
light 
with 


"Of  his  own  rod,  I  am 
credibly  informed  that 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  said  he 
would  rather  fish  with 
his  14oz.  rod  any  day, 
and  I  can  well  believe  it. 
The  Leonard  rods  one 
could  fish  with  all  day 
without  the  least  fatigue. 
I  am  therefore  driven  to 
the  conclusion  that 
though  the  English 
manufacturer  has  made 
immense  progress  in  the 
light  rod  direction  since 
the  initiation  of  the  light 
rod  controversy,  he  has 
not  yet  achieved  the 
success  of  building  a 
first- rate  light  rod  which 
is  at  once  a  fishing  rod 
and  the  equal  of  the 
Americans'  light  rods  in 
casting  power,  foot  for 
foot  and  ounce  for 
ounce. 

"  Mr.  Shaw  makes 
30yd.  2ft.  with  a  10ft, 
9in.,  lloz.,  "Hardy  split- 
cane,  and  29yd.  with  a 
9ft.  7in.  Hardy  split- 
cane  of  5-2oz. 

*'  I  hope  I  have  made 
it  clear  that  on  an  ex- 
amination of  the  facts 
thevictory  of  the  English 
made  articlej  is  more 
apparent  than  real,  and 
that  the  English  manu- 
facturer will  not  for  a 
moment  relax  his  efforts 
to  regain  the  supremacy 
which  was  once  his." 


This  is  quite  true  so 
far  as  the  first  five  lines 
go,  and  I  will  add  to  it 
that  I  prefer  my  usual 
lift.,  which,  however,  is 
not  14oz.,  rod  (but  in 
which  a  great  part  of  the 
weight  is  behind  the 
hand,  and  acts  as 
counterpoise)  to  any 
light  rod  I  have  ever 
handled,  and  I  have 
handled  and  tested 
scores,  both  of  our  own 
and  also  American  make. 

The  extraordinary 
statement  contained  in 
the  latter  part  of  this 
extract  demands  an  ex- 
planation —  Where, 
when,  and  by  whom  has 
such  a  statement  been 
accepted  ?  It  is  an  un- 
warrantable attack  on 
British  manufacturers 
generally,  and  is  quite 
untrue,  and  I  feel  sure 
that  British  anglers  will 
resent  this  attack  on 
their  manufacturers  in 
no  small  degree.  All 
through  "Val  Conson's" 
article  the  aim  and  ob- 
ject seems  to  have  been 
to  aid  the  Americans 
against  our  own  people 
by  setting  up  claims 
which  cannot  be  sup- 
ported by  facts. 


entitled,  "Notes  on  the 
of  the  competitors,  thiit 

This  is  another  of  the 
same  type  as  "V.  C.'s." 
The  "Americans  swoop 
down."  Did  they? 
They  were  beaten  in 
rods,  they  were  beaten 
in  spinning  reels.  What 
a  wonderful  "  swoop  "  ! 
Then  he  apologises  for 
his  friends  in  the  next 
paragraph  by  saying 
they  "  were  not  fully 
represented." 


In  a  following  article. 
Tournament,"   by  one 
extract  also  appears  : — 

"  We  have  prided  our- 
selves upon  the  lovely 
rods,  both  for  fly  and 
bait  casting,  and  be- 
lieved— at  least  some  of 
our  manufacturers  be- 
lieved —  that  we  had 
reached  the  very  highest 
point  possible  —  when 
suddenly  the  Americans 
swoop  down  upon  u.s, 
and  prove  beyond  all 
dispute  that  our  rods  are 
as  far  removed  from 
practical  perfection  as 
the  old  pike  of  the 
Ironsides  is  from  the 
pennoned  lance  of  a 
crack  cavalry  regiment, 
and  in  a  few  years  the 
fly-rod  of  to-day  will 
have  given  way  to  the 
lighter  and  shorter  rods 
of  the  American  type. 

"Rumours had  reached 
this  country  of  the  won- 
derful distances  cast 
with  these  very  light 
rods  in  the  Chicago  and 
Madison-square  Tourna- 
ments, and  it  is  certain 
that  many  of  our 
English  experts  felt  very 
anxious  as  to  whether 
they  would  be  able  to 
hold  their  own  in  actual 
competition  —  as  the 
result  proved  they  have 
done  so  ;  but  it  is  only 
fair  to  point  out  that 
the  Americans  were  not 
fully  represented,  and  if 
it  were  possible  for  an 
equal  number  of  experts 
from  both  countries  to 
try  conclusions  in  trout 
fly  casting  it  would  be 
very  interesting,  but  the 
result  would  be  a  big 
win  for  the  featherweight 
rods.  That  a  light  rod 
can  do  all  the  work 
necessary  was  amply 
demonstrated  by  Miss 
R.  A.  Newham,  Mr.  J, 
J.  Hardy,  and  Mr.  E.  J. 
Mills,  all  of  whom  used 
very  light  rods." 

Here,  again,  is  another  ; 

"  In  the  class  for 
special  light  bait-casting, 
in  which  a  ioz.  bait  was 
cast  with  one  hand, 
some  very  pretty  work 
was  done,  especially  by 
Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  who  very 
fully  demonstrated  that 
a  spinning  bait,  such  as 
Devon  Minnow  or 
Phantom,  could  be  cast 
with  a  rod  as  light  and 
pliable  as  a  fly  rod." 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Editor,  I  cannot  congratulate 
you  on  the  two  articles  appearing  on  this  subject.— 
Yours  faithfully,  John  James  Habdv. 


Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  and  liis 
American  rod  and  spin- 
ning reel  was  beaten  by 
myself  with  a  single- 
handed  Hardy  rod  and 
"  Silex  "  reel,  informa- 
tion he  does  not  appear 
to  possess.  J 


THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  rod  I  used  in  the  Sea  Competition 
was  specially  made  for  the  tournament  by  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bro3.,  and  was  really  far  too  good  for  sea 
fishing.  The  reel  was  a  Hardy  "  Silex,  '  and  the  line 
was  one  specially  supplied  by  Carter  &  Co.,  of  St. 
John-street-road,  for  sea  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

G.  R.  Scott. 

P.S. — The  line  I  think  was  the  "Bates  "  sea  line, 
and  I  must  say  that  I  should  never  require  a  better 
one  for  sea  fishing. 


FISHING  AT  WHITBY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "A 
Wanderer,  "  the  river  fishing  in  the  Esk  above 
Whitby  is  very  fair,  and  the  scenery  along  its 
banks  most  picturesque,  with  convenient  railway 
stations  for  trying  favourite  stretches.  Trout  are 
to  be  found  from  the  tidal  water  upwards,  and 
salmon  and  sea-trout  run  up  well  when  there  is 
plenty  of  water,  especially  in  the  late  autumn. 

The  fishing  uaed  to  be  available  only  to  members 


132 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  13,  1904 


bi  the  local  association  by  annual  ticket,  costing,  I 
think,  about  four  guineas,  including  salmon  licence, 
Stibscribers  being  allowed  to  lend  ticket  to  a  friend 
tesiding  under  their  roof  when  not  fishing  them- 
selves. But  I  hope  that  by  this  time,  in  a  town 
depending  so  much  for  its  prosperity  on  visitors,  the 
authorities  have  made  arrangements  to  give  visitors 
the  privilege  of  fishing  by  short  period  tickets.  On 
this  point  your  correspondent  should  seek  informa- 
tion from  the  secretarv  of  the  E?k  Angling  Associ- 
ation, or  from  your  Esk  reporter,  and  should  also 
watch  the  wetkly  repLrts  for  actual  sport  being 
obtained. 

I  fished  this  pretty  river  from  July  to  September, 
1892,  caught  a  grilse  on  my  third  outing,  then, 
with  an  interval  spent  in  visiting  another  Esk  in 
Borderland,  did  nothing  until  end  of  August  save 
getting  a  few  trout,  eela,  and  flounders  when  bait 
fishing,  also  enjoying  by  kindness  of  members  sport 
with  trout  nnd  grayling  in  the  Costa  and  Pickering 
Beck,  Caught  four  gril-e  and  two  small  salrnnn 
between  Aug.  31  and  !?ept.  13,  and  regretted  having 
to  leave  before  the  much  better  sport  of  the  close 
of  the  season,  October  being  the  best  month. 

Oct.  24  to  30.  in  18D5,  having  a  week  by  kind- 
ness of  a  dear  old  friend,  T  began  with  three  blank 
davs,  on  one  of  which  takes  of  six  down  to  two 
salmon  and  grilse  were  made  by  five  luckier  anglers 
On  the  28th  I  got  a  salmon,  a  grilpe,  and  a  very 
strong  4Jlb.  sea-trout.  On  the  29th  killed  a  salmon 
of  14^1b.  and  lost  another  fish,  and  then  a  flood 
spoiled  the  finish. 

I  think  the  angling  has  improved,  but  not  much 
must  be  expected  in  summer,  especially  in  dry 
sea-ona.  The  salmon  do  not  usunlly  ri.se  well  to 
fly  ;  worm  fiehing  is  much  practised  by  the  locals, 
also  minnow,  etc.,  in  the  strong  streams,  and  the 
prawn  is  very  deadly. 

As  to  sea  tishing,  a  good  many  small  billet  and 
parrs  (immature  coalfish),  also  flounders,  etc.,  may 
be  caught  from  piers  and  quays,  but  it  is  rather 
rough  work.  Boatina;  in  suitable  weather  often 
produces  fair  sport  witb  whiting,  haddock,  gurnet, 
etc.,  and  whiffing  or  anchoring  on  suitable  rocky 
ground  in  autumn  should  yield  some  fun  with  larger 
fish,  such  as  coalfish,  pollack  (much  scarcer  in  tho 
north  than  in  the  south  and  west),  and  codling. 

Whitby  is  a  very  bracing  and  healthy  place  with 
manifold  attractions,  not  the  lea-t  of  which  to  a 
keen  angler  is  the  charm  of  a  most  picturesque 
river  where  a  liltle  trouting  can  generally  he  done, 
with  the  chance  of  a  salmon — a  very  good  chance 
in  the  back-end. — Yours  faithfully, 

Calais,  Aug.  8,  1904.  Chas.  A.  PAYTO$r. 

LOUGH  CORRIB, 

Deah  Sir, — Will  you  spare  me  space  in  your 
columns  with  regard  to  the  preservation  of  Lough 
Corrib  ?  Noticing  the  attention  you  have  drawn 
in  your  periodical  to  the  Coirib  Fishery  Asscciation, 
and  having  as  a  subscriber  been  furnished  by  the 
indefatigable  secretary  with  a  copy  of  the  report,  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  the  lake  was  being 
strictly  preserved.  Alas  !  oiJy  to-day  I  had  a  rude 
awakening  on  the  subject.  Walking  on  the  shore  of 
the  lake  I  was  struck  by  the  sight  of  a  number  of 
nets  hung  up  to  dry,  and  upon  inquiry  I  learn  that 
netting  is  systematically  carried  on  both  on  the 
Oughterard  and  Cong  sides  of  the  lake. 

Now,  sir.  of  what  use,  may  I  ask,  is  a  preservation 
society  that  cannot  control  the  netting  ?  The 
restriction  of  the  cross  lining  was  a  splendid  move, 
but  this  evil  is  as  nothing  compared  with  this 
constant  netting  of  fish.  I  came  here  last  year  as  a 
casual  visitor  and  only  subscribed  a  very  small  sum 
to  the  Corrib  Fishery  Association,  but  I  intended 
this  year  to  give  an  annual  subscription  of  consider- 
ably more.  But  these  facts  having  come  to  light  I 
doubt  if  1  shall  subscribe  at  all  to  the  funds  of  the 
association — at  all  events,  not  until  the  question  of 
indiscriminate  netting  has  been  fully  thrashed  out 
in  your  valuable  columns. 

The  secretary  called  attention  recently  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  the  fact  that  few  Cong  anglers 
subscribed  last  year  to  the  association.  It  has  just 
occurred  to  me  that  those  gentlemen  may  have  been 
so  disgusted  with  what  they  saw  of  the  netting  on 
tha  fcide  of  the  lake  that  they  had  a  very  good 
reason  foi'  withliolding  a  subscription. — Yours  truly, 

July,  1904.  DiSGusTiiD. 

[Unle.'S  I  am  mi'^takon  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Corrib  Association  pointed  out  a  year  or  two  ago 
that  certi.in  rights  of  netting  existed  and  others 
were  claimed,  it  is  impossible,  for  want  of  funds, 
to  test  the  rijihts  claimed — the  thing  is  to  tee  no 
new  claims  are  made^  und  do  the  best  to  preserve 
those  parts  where  no  netting  is  done.  I  hope  iho 
hon.  secretary  will  reply  to  this  letter. — Ed. J 

SPORT  WITH  SEA  FISH  OFF  RAMSGATE. 
Dear  Siit, — May  I  trespass  on  your  valuable 
space  to  the  extent  of  menti>  ning  that  last  week 
two  ladies  and  a  child,  all  perfect  novices,  members 


of  my  party  at  Ramsgate,  caught  whi'e  in  Jim 
Groombridge's  boat  sixty-seven  cod  and  pouting 
in  twf>nty  minutes,  the  smallest  fish  being  ^Ib. 
According  to  the  local  boatmen  this  is  a  record  in 
the  time. — Yours  truly,  G.  B.  Roberts. 

8,  Serjeant's  Irm,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 

[I  thought  Mr.  Roberts  must  have  made  a  mis- 
take, and  sent  over  to  ask  him,  but  he  says  it  is 
right.  He  did  not  know  what  the  "cod  "  weighed, 
or  how  many  they  numbered.  However,  none  but 
the  fair  deserve  the  brave,  and  the  cod  and  pouting 
must  have  been  very  brave. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Crompton  asks  about  fishing  at 
Ilfracombe.  The  fish  at  sea  are  taken  with  boat 
and  handline  with  soft  crab  and  musseh.  From 
the  pier  they  are  taken  with  rod  and  line  from  the 
bottom  or  midway. 

As  regards  trout  fishing,  the  reservoir  fishing  is 
by  ticket — I  believe  £1  Is.  each — ^and  fi-h  are 
cimtiuually  put  in.  As  for  a  small  river  four  miles 
off  permission  is  not  obtainable,  and  it  was  never 
owned  by  the  gentleman  named.  Major  Harding 
has  left  for  over  ten  yearns,  and  let  his  fishing  ten 
miles  off.  Sir  A.  Chichester  has  been  dead  three 
years,  and  the  rivers  have  let  at  £1  Is.  tickets,  and 
a  limited  number  ;  these  are  twelve  to  fourteen  miles 
away.  Mr.  Hoarder  is  free  to  give  information, 
but  he  should  see  it  is  correct.  ' 

Ilfracombe  is  not  an  ideal  spot.  Lynmouth 
provides  both  tiver  and  sea  fishing,  and  fishermen 
will  not  have  to  travel  fourteen  miles  on  two 
railways  to  get  to  it. — Yours  truly, 

A  North  Devon  Flsherman. 


PLACES  FOR  PIKE  FISHING  IN 
YORKSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir,' — The  following  may  be  useful  to 
your  correspondent,  Mr.  T.  H.  Denny  :  Parts 
of  most  of  the  Yorkshire  ^iver^  furnish  good 
sport  to  the  pike  fisherman,  a  good  proportion  of 
the  water  being  free,  or  accessible  on  payment  of  a 
small  fee.  The  Wharfe  at  Tadcaster  may  be  fished 
for  a  few  coppers.  It  was  here — on  the  Tadcaster 
length — that  Mr.  W.  H.  Grassham  killed  two  fish  of 
201b.  !(.  z.  and  101b.  4oz.  a  few  days  after  Chri.'-tmas 
last.  Tickf>ts  may  be  obtained  at  any  of  the 
hostelries  near  the  bridge.  Good  sportmay  occasion- 
ally be  had  at  UUeskelf,  four  miles  lower  down  the 
river,  whilst  Mr.  Matthews,  of  'i  horp  Arch  Hall,  may 
give  permission  for  a  day  on  his  water  at  Boston 
Spa. 

The  pike  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Borough- 
bridge  on  the  Yore  ia  still  very  good.  Within  the 
past  eighteen  months  fish  of  151b.,  181b.,  and  i9lb. 
(who  caught  the  pike  ?)  have  caused  jubUation 
among  the  roach  and  dace  by  their  demise.  All 
information  can  be  obtained  from  the  courteous 
host  of  the  hotel  near  the  station.  There  seems  such 
an  abundance  of  small  fry  in  the  upper  Swale  just 
now  that  I  liardly  think  a  visit  would  be  productive 
of  much  sport.  The  water  is  free  from  Sinderby  to 
Topcl.ffe,  some  six  or  seven  mi'O'',  and  at  limes  this 
length  fishes  very  well  indeed.  The  most  convenient 
station  to  book  to  is  Baldersby.  Bratferton  (also  on 
the  Swale)  gives  up  a  good  numt^er  of  jack  at  this 
time  of  year,  to  a  sprat  or  bleak  spun  at  the  ends  of 
the  weed  I  eds. 

In  preference  to  any  of  the  above,  however,  I 
should  advise  your  corresp  mdent  to  pay  the 
Derwent  at  Hutton's  Ambo  a  visit.  The  fishing 
here  is  free  f^r  some  considerable  distance,  and  the 
river  holds  some  very  good  fish.  Some  six  or  seven 
miles  higher  up  (Malton  intervening)  the  Rye  joins 
the  Derwent,  and  here  the  spinning  bait  should 
account  for  some  large-sized  fish. — Yours  truly, 

Leeds.    Baz. 

HOW  TO  TAKE  A  WASP'S  NEST. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  taken  some  scores  of  wasps' 
nests,  but  have  always  conducted  the  operation  in 
the  old-fashioned  way.  This  is  as  follows  : — Obtain 
some  black  powder,  wet  it,  and  make  it  up  into  a 
very  thick  paste.  Then  roll  it  into  a  cylindrical 
form  of  half  the  length  of  one's  finger — diameter 
about  iin. — dip  one  end  into  dry  powder,  put  the 
glowing  splint  of  a  match — or  what  is  better  a 
lighted  fusee — to  this  and  it  will  begin  to  splutter 
and  srni  ke  like  a  squib.  Immediately  it  has  "got 
going  "  push  it  into  the  nest  hole  and  cover  wiih  a 
turf,  which  has  previously  been  cut  for  tl  e  purpose. 
Wait  one  minute  and  dig  out.  The  wasps  aie  all 
conveniently  asleep,  and  will  remain  so  for  some 
time. 

I'  the  cake  be  allowed  to  remain  for  some  time 
80  that  the  air  can  work  well  round  it,  1  do  not 
think  that  there  will  be  much  trace  of  the  smoke 
left.  At  any  rate,  I  have  never  found  this  method 
of  taking  grub  be  prejudicial  to  its  use  as  a  bait. — 
Yours  truly,  Baz. 

[I  quite  agree  with  "Baz"  that  this  old-fashioned 
aquib  style  of  taking  a  wasp's  nest  does  not  hurt 


the  comb  in  the  leaat,  nor  does  it  kill  the  grubs. 
The  best  time  to  use  it  is  in  the  evening  when 
the  wasps  are  all  at  home.  The  spot  where  the 
hole  is  should  be  marked  by  a  white  stick,  or  stick 
with  a  bit  of  paper  in  a  cleft  of  it.  Several  corre- 
spondents have  written  recommending  a  simple 
plan  of  taking  nests  by  means  of  a  very  dangerous 
poison  involving  danger  to  human  and  other  life, 
and  I  hope  they  will  agree  with  me  that  it  would 
be  unwise  to  publish  broadcast  a  method  which 
they  all  admit  to  be  dangerous. — Ed.] 


WASP  NESTS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  best  way  to  take  a  wasp's  nest, 
and  very  common  about  here,  is  with  an  ordinary 
scjuib  you  can  get  at  any  firework  shop.  Light  it 
and  place  it  in  the  hole,  covering  the  hole  with  a 
small  grass  sod.  When  it  has  exploded,  wait  half  a 
mid  ute  and  then  take  the  nest.  I  have  taken  many 
a  hundred  this  way  ;  as  for  paraffin,  once  it  has 
touched  the  nest  the  grub  is  useless. — Yours  truly, 

York.  John  Kelly. 


TO  TOUGHEN  WASP  GRUBS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly 
inform  me  through  the  medium  of  your  valuable 
paper  how  to  toughen  wasp  grubs.  The  method  I 
have  used,  which  has  pro.ed  a  failure,  was  to  pour 

I  boiling  water  over  the  grub  and  then  bake  them. 

,  Being  a  regular  subscriber,  I  thought  perhaps  you 
could  give  me  information  re  same. — Yours  truly, 

TONBRIDGIAN. 

["  Tonbrideian"  should  try  simply  boiling  the 
grub  for  a  minute  or  two.  putting  some  salt  in  the 
water ;  it  does  not  toughen  the  grub  much,  but 
makes  it  tough  enough  to  hold  on  the  hook,  and 
fish  seem  to  like  a  salted  and  cooked  bait.  S  )me 
anglers  merely  bake  the  comb  on  a  tile  for  a  minute 
or  two — of  course,  it  must  not  burn. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  BRECONSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  Brecon- 
shire,  where  I  have  been  on  a  week's  fishing  tour. 
I  stayed  at  Talybont,  on  Usk,  and  fished  the  neigh- 
bouring streams.  During  the  week  my  average  was 
8 Jib.  per  day.  The  fish  were  in  perfect  condition; 
caught  all  with  a  worm  on  Stewart  tackle  in  the 
clear  water.  I  caught  most  of  the  fish  in  the  Glya, 
Brook  running  through  Talybont. — Yours  truly, 

Cardiff.  K.  G.  Cundie. 

[Do  the  fish  run  a  fair  size  ? — Ed.] 


THE  GIZZARD  OF  THE  GILLAROO  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  having  been  drawn  to 
the  gizzard  in  the  gillaroo  trout  of  Lough  Melvin, 
will  J  ou  please  say  if  any  other  fish  have  gizzards, 
and  also  what  is  known  as  to  the  evolution  of  the 
gizzard  in  Lough  Melvin  gillaroos  '1 

I  had  thirty-one  fish  (seven  of  16in.  length)  last 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  can  strongly  recommend 
anglers  to  Mr.  Kenny,  near  Kinlough,  for  boats. 
The  man  I  had  was  mo.st  obliging,  and  knew  where 
to  find  fish. — ^Yours  truly,         Bydjsey  Cheeld. 

♦Aug.  6. 

[My  old  friend,  the  late  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  who  fished 
Lough  Melvin  and  other  Irish  loughs  a  good  deal, 
held  the  view  that  the  gillaroo  was  a  distinct  species 
of  trout ;  but  I  believe  that  it  is  only  a  variety  of 
Salmo  fario,  and  that  the  so-called  gizzard  is  merely 
a  thickening  of  the  coat  of  the  stomach,  due  to  the 
fish  feeding  on  some  fresh-water  shellfi-h  which 
must  be  very  abundant,  and  gives  the  fish  their  fine 
flavour  and  appearance.  If  this  theory  is  correct, 
and  I  b  lieve  it  is,  then  any  trout  put  into  Lough 
Melvin  that  took  to  a  crustacean  diet  would  get  a 
gizzard ;  it  looks  like  a  provision  of  Nature  to 
prevent  appendicitis. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  BOSCOMBE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  to  Boscombe,  Hants,  at 
the  end  of  this  month  for  a  fortnight,  and  should 
be  glttd  if  any  of  your  readers  would  tell  me  if  there 
is  any  fresh-water  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, whether  free,  or  if  not,  what  charge  ia 
made,  also  if  there  is  any  good  sea  fishing  to  be 
had  from  pior.  I  have  heard  that  there  is  good 
sport  to  be  had  from  Si >uth bourne  Pier.  Could  you 
tell  me  if  this  is  so  ?  Any  information  will  greatly 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  B.  Chambers. 

[Mr.  Chambers  will  be  able  to  gi^t  good  fresh- 
water fishing  in  the  Avon  if  he  stays  at  the  King's 
Arms  Hotel  at  Christchurch.  At  times  there  is 
good  fis-hing  from  Southbourne  Pier,  but  it  was 
very  poor  when  I  was  there  last  August.  The  grey 
mullet  fishing  in  the  river  near  Mudeford  is  the  best 
fun  when  they  are  in  the  river.  Mr.  Stride,  fisher* 
man,  Mudeford,  will  tell  him  all  about  it. — Ed.] 

[Several  letters  are  unavoidably  hdd  over.) 


Afgfst  20,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


133 


NOTICES. 


[For  List  of  ContentSi  see  page  141.] 


The  Fishtho  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  ia  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Xotice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  slionld  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marstoit,  Editor  of  the  Fishino 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
onlv,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  FisHijfa  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 


be  made. 

For  One  Tear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

anrl  Ireland   10$.  6d, 

Six  Months          ditto            ditto        ..  5».  4d. 

'  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  ..  2*.  Sd. 
To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    ..       ..  IZt.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   £7    7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 


Small  advertisements  5».  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 

page). 

AJl  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manaqee,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address — "RIVSAM,  London." 

Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


SATURDAY,  AUGUST  20.  1904j 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDrrOR? 


"Glanrhos"  on  the  late  Tournament 

"  Deae  Mb.  Maeston, — Of  the  many  comments 
and  remarks  on  the  tournament,  none  seem  to  be 
more  apposite  than  the  most  excellent  letter  in  last 
week's  Fishing  Gazette  signed  'An  Amateur.' 
Noting  this  gentleman's  perfect  knowledge  of  his 
subject,  and  his  admirable  power  of  expressing  his 
views  simply  and  neatly  (a  power  I  greatly  envy 
him),  I  think  he  might  have  quite  as  appro- 
priately signed  as  '  A  Master '  rather  than  as  '  An 
Amateur.'  I  do  not  know  the  gentleman  who 
writes  under  this  pseudonym,  but  I  cordially 
endorse  his  views,  which  practically  repeat,  but  in 
better  terms,  the  suggestions  I  made  to  you  a  few 
weeks  before  the  tournament,  when  it  was  found  to 
be  too  late  to  alter  the  arrangements  for  the  present 
year;  As  he  very  pertinently  says  in  his  opening 
sentence,  'Now,  while  the  tournament  is  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  those  that  witnessed  it,  is  the  best 
time  to  inaugurate  a  discussion  as  to  the  best  means 
of  improving  future  tournaments.' 

"  Right  so  far ;  but  why  not  strike  while  the  iron 
is  hot,  and  at  once  appoint  your  committee  and 
get  a  list  of  subscriptions  promised  towards  next 
year  s  tournament.  I  sincerely  hope  that  next 
year's  tournament  wiU,  as  its  principal  feature, 
present  a  contest  of  such  a  varied  character  as  will 
give  a  better  chance  to  the  all-round  angler  who  is 
not  only  an  exponent  of  the  overhead  long  distance 
cast,  a  contest  including  such  more  frequent  accom- 
plishments in  actual  fishing  as  switching  right  and 
left,  undercasting,  casting  against  and  across  the 
wind,  etc.,  as  weU  as  accuracy  and  dehcacy. 

"If  a  committee  be  formed  at  once,  with  power 
to  add  to  their  number  (and  I  don't  think  it  would 
be  possible  to  improve  on  the  committee  who 
organised  such  a  successful  meeting  this  year,  and 
carried  out  their  duties  with  such  courtesy  and 
energy),  I  think  a  sufficient  sum  could  easily  be 
rais^  lay  subscription  now  to  guarantee  a  successful 
meeting  for  next  season.  At  any  rate,  I  for  one 
should  be  happy  to  promise  a  small  subscription. 


"  It  seems  to  me  that  one  or  two  things  might 
be  altered  with  advantage.  First,  the  date.  I 
think  March  or  April  would  be  a  better  date  for  a 
fly  casting  contest  than  July,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  keenest  fly  fishers 
are  abroad  at  that  time,  either  in  Norway  or  else- 
where. It  was  only  an  accident  that  I  was  not 
myself  in  Sweden  in  July,  in  which  case  I  should 
have  been  unable  to  attend  this  most  interesting 
meeting.  Second,  as  to  place.  I  would  suggest 
that  some  larger  piece  of  water,  and  if  possible 
running  water,  be  selected,  so  as  to  approximate  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  the  conditions  of  actual 
fishing.  Surely  there  are  many  enclosed  portions 
of  the  Thames  or  other  rivers  near  London  where 
the  meeting  could  be  held,  and  where  gate-money 
would  easily  cover  expenses.  Third,  why  not 
have  a  third  day  for  bait  casting  only  ?  Last  time, 
as  I  was  judging  in  some  of  the  fly  casting  com- 
petitions, I  was  unable  to  witness  any  of  the  bait 
casting  competitions,  which  I  was  most  anxious  to 
see,  and  like  the  Irishman  I  '  could  not  be  in  two 
places  at  oncst,  unless  I  was  a  burrdj'  However,  I 
fear  I  have  trespassed  too  far  both  on  your  space 
and  forbearance,  so  I  will  close  with  this  summary 
of  my  suggestions,  which  is,  appoint  (or  reappoint) 
your  committee  at  once,  and  get  money  for  next 
year's  tournament. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  Glaitbhos.'' 

I  quite  agree  with  most  of  the  suggestions  of 
"  Glanrhos,"  but  personally  should  not  care  to  take 
another  tournament  in  hand  quite  so  soon  as  next 
April,  and  I  know  Mr.  Emery  would  not.  It  is 
just  possible  that  we  may  have  a  tournament  in 
connection  with  the  Earl's  Court  Naval  and 
Fisheries  Exhibition  which  opens  next  May.  The 
difficulty  of  getting  a  suitable  place  not  too  far 
from  London  where  the  casting  can  be  on  a  flowing 
stream  is  considerable.  For  the  Spey  cast  and 
switching  we  tried  the  Thames  at  Twickenham  one 
year,  but  the  tide  favoured  some  competitors 
and  was  very  unfair  to  others.  The  old  river  at 
Windsor  has  been  suggested,  but  it  is  too  far  from 
London.  We  tried  the  Lea  one  year,  but  where 
there  is  any  current  the  banks  are  far  too  high.-  I 
fear  that  the  Spey  cast  and  other  switch  casting 
will  not  be  done  properly  at  any  place  we  can  find 
near  London. 


Unblushing  Poachers  on  the  Wear. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  from  a  correspondent  at 
Durham  that  the  poachers  there  are  as  strong  as 
the  magistrates  are  weak.  My  correspondent 
says : — 

"Deae  Sir, — The  sea  and  bull  trout  run  up  the 
Wear  in  vast  numbers  from  the  sea  to  Durham, 
where  they  are  kept  back  by  two  sets  of  stakes 
until  a  heavy  spate  comes  down.  Like  many  old- 
fashioned  towns  there  is  a  street  which  runs  right 
down  to  the  riverside,  a  low  part  of  the  town,  and 
this  is  the  home  of  the  poaching  fraternity.  They 
can  almost  net  fish  with  one  foot  in  the  house  and 
the  other  in  the  water,  consequently  you  will  see 
how  difficult  it  is  to  get  a  clear  case ;  and  then  the 
Bench  to  encourage  them  by  imposing  such  a 
paltry  fine,  and  to  crown  all  gave  them  seven  days 
in  which  to  pay.  For  about  two  miles  down  from 
the  stakes  in  past  seasons  has  been  given  up  to 
poachers.  A  legitimate  angler  was  not  safe  after 
dusk.  There  were  three  gangs  of  poachers,  and 
each  claims  a  certain  stretch  as  their  own.  On 
one  stream  head  they  have  taken  as  many  as 
thirty-nine  fish.  Since  the  new  bailiff  came  here, 
with  the  help  of  a  few  anglers  who  go  out  in  turns 
with  him,  we  trust  to  banish  these  men  off  the 
river ;  but  unless  we  can  get  better  support  from 
the  Bench  it  will  not  be  of  much  use.  Some  of 
these  poachers  have  offered  the  bailiff  fifty  shillings 
a  week  for  the  next  two  months  if  he  would  keep 
off  the  water  two  nights  in  the  week.  This  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  number  of  fish  that  they  can 
take,  and  the  poor  chance  of  fair  sport  to  ficensed 
anglers." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  magistrates  will  give 
the  Durham  anglers  the  support  they  deserve  in 
their  efforts  to  stop  this  wholesale  poaching.  What 
do  the  poachers  do  with  the  fish  ?  Is  there  a 
ready  local  market  for  them  ?  If  not,  it  looks  as 
if  these  poached  bull  trout  might  find  their  way  to 
Paris.  The  Fishmongers'  Company,  who  are  doing 
such  good  work  in  fighting  poaching  and  the  sale 
of  poached  and  unseasonable  fish,  might  lend  a 
hand  at  Durham. 


A  31  lb.  Salmon  Killed  on  a  5|oz.  Rod. 

The  Brooklyn  Eagle  says :  "  The  more  the 
light  American  split  bamboo  rod  is  given  to  do 
the  more  it  accomplishes.  Year  by  year  it 
conqxiers  new  territory.  Its  latest  accomplishment 
is  little  short  of  marvellous.  William  Mills  &  Son, 
of  Park-row,  have  just  received  from  Nepisquit 
river.  New  Brunswick,  the  skin  of  a  311b.  salmon 
killed  by  George  B.  Hayes,  of  Buffalo,  who  is  very 
well  known  in  New  York.  The  skin  will  be  pre- 
served to  be  mounted  later.  Mr.  Hayes  writes 
that  he  caught  the  great  fish  in  rapid  water  on  a 
5|oz.  Leonard  rod  and  killed  him  in  ten  minutes. 
The  capture  was  not  by  accident,  while  fishing  for 
trout.  Mr.  Hayes,  who  is  an  ardent  and  skilful 
angler,  has  believed  that  the  medium  weight  trout 
rod  was  sufficiently  powerful  for  salmon,  and  went 
to  New  Brunswick  determined  to  test  his  theory. 
He  rigged  his  trout  rod  with  a  large  reel  and  a 
longer  line  than  usual,  and  cast  his  salmon  flies 
with  this  equipment.  The  remarkable  thing  about 
Mr.  Hayes'  salmon  is  that  it  was  killed  in  ten 
minutes,  in  rapid  water.-  It  often  takes  longer  to 
bring  a  big  fish  to  gaff  with  a  heavy  two-handed 
18ft.  salmon  rod.  Now  and  then  a  salmon 
accidentally  takes  a  trout  fly,  and  once  in  a 
decade,  in  quiet  water,  such  a  fish  is  landed  after 
hours  of  play.-  Mr;  Hayes  might  have  done  this, 
but  he  had  a  theory  to  test,  and  he  wished  his 
beautiful  little  rod  to  prove  that  he  was  right,  and 
the  rod  stood  the  test." 

One  swallow  does  not  make  a  spring,  and  this 
salmon  does  not  prove  that  a  5|oz.  rod  is  the 
proper  rod  to  use  for  all  salmon. 

Friction  on  the  Yorkshire  Esk.'' 
As  will  be  seen  from  our  report,  the  question  of 
the  net  fishing  for  salmon  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Yorkshire  Esk  is  still  undecided.  Mr.  Francis  Ley 
and  other  anglers  attribute  the  state  of  affairs  on 
the  Esk,  where  the  rod  fishing  appears  to  be  prac- 
tically destroyed,  to  the  illegal  netting  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  It  seems  to  us  that  Mr.  Ley's 
evidence  shows  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  is 
right  in  his  contention.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
some  satisfactory  settlement  will  be  arrived  at 
before  the  river  is  ruined  both  for  rods  and  nets. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  is  doing  what  the  Government  ought  to 
be  doing,  only  they  have  so  many  more  important 
fish  to  fryi 

Reported  Capture  of  a  531b.  New  Zealand  Trout, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Wills  kindly  sends  me  a  cutting  from 
the  Australasian  of  Feb.  3,  1904,  recording  the 
capture  of  the  record  trout  of  New  Zealand:— 

"The  following  is  from  the  Otago  Daily  Times, 
N.Z. :  •  A  monster  trout  was  captured  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Lane,  of  Milton,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tokomairiro 
river,  on  12th  inst.  On  putting  the  fish  on  the 
scales  the  register  showed  531b.,  and  some  idea  of 
its  size  may  be  gathered  when  it  is  mentioned  that, 
from  snout  to  tail,  it  measured  3ft.  ll^in.,  largest 
circumference  29 in.,  and  depth  11  in.  Needless  to 
say,  this  specimen  eclipses  even  the  "fish  yams", 
of  speckled  beauties  taken  from  the  river.  Had  it 
not  been  for  assistance,  it  is  more  than  doubtful 
whether  Mr.  Lane  could  have  successfully  landed 
his  prize.'  '' 

Assuming  that  the  length  and  weight  were 
accurately  taken,  this  fish  is,  as  not  unusual  with 
big  trout,  considerably  heavier,  say  some  fifteen 
per  cent.,  than  a  well-conditioned  salmon  of  same 
length.  The  weight  by  our  table  of  salmon  lengths, 
etc.,  is  461b. 

Drought  in  Germany  causes  Great  Destruction 
of  Fish. 

From  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei  Zeitung  I  see  that 
drought  has  caused  great  mortality  among  fish  in 
all  parts  of  the  German  empire.  In  Thuringia 
(central  Germany),  in  consequence  of  the  extra- 
ordinary heat,  the  Saale  and  many  of  its 
tributaries  are  so  low  that  in  many  places  any- 
thing like  running  water  is  hardly  to  be  seen,  and 
the  water  left  in  the  holes  has  become  stagnant 
and  so  poisoned  by  factory  refuse  that  fish  have 
died  in  great  quantities.  From  all  parts  of  the 
duchy  of  Glatz  (south-east  Germany)  come  reports 
of  fish  dying  in  all  the  rivers.  The  trout  in  the 
moimtain  streams  and  at  the  breeding  establish- 
ments have  been  destroyed  by  the  great  heat  and 
want  of  water.  Near  Briiggen,  Westphaha,  the 
dwindling  away  of  the  rivers  has  caused  great  loss 
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of  fishj  The  Spree  has  enffpred  very  severely; 
after  a  severe  thunderstorm  many  thousands  of 
fish  died  audi  collected  in  masses  at  the  weirs. 
The  Mark  trout,  especially  those  of  the  Flaming 
brooks,  are  threatened  with  extermination.  The 
Moselle  is  so  low  that  enormous  quantities  of  fish 
have  died,  especially  barbel;  and  in  Luxemburg, 
to  prevent  the  water  being  poisoned^  a  reward  oiE 
a  halfpenny  each  is  offOTed  for  all  dead  barbel 
taken  oat  of  the  river,i  At  Dessau  the  long- 
continued  great  heat  has  almost  dried  up  the 
Diepold,  a  misfortune  which  has  not  been  known 
for  many  years  on  this  well-stocked  river.  As 
usual^  the  lowness  of  t}ie  streams  and  rivers  has 
everywhere  favoured  fish  poachers  and  poisoners, 
and  made  the  effects  of  refuse  from  factories,  etc., 
more  deadly  than  usual,  and  fish  of  all  kinds, 
including  eels,  have  been  destroyed. 


"Tup's  Indispensable  Semi-submerged." 
"Val'Gonson"  writes:  "It  may  interest  you  to 
know  that  on  Saturday,  Augj  13,  an  angler  on  the 
Itchen,  in  weedy  water  and  without  a  landing-net, 
killed  a  trout  in  good  condition  and  weighing 
2ilb.  with  one  of  Mr.  E.  Ji  Mills'  '  Leonard '  rods, 
weighing  2Joz.  I  got  down  to  the  water  about 
five  o'clock  and  landed  four  brace,  all  on  Tup's 
Indispensable,  semi-submerged;  The  fish  would 
not  stand  to  be  cast  to  with  a  floating  fly  in 
general,  but  the  half  sunk  fly  did  not  seem  to 
scare  themj  I  was  down  at  Winchester  a  month 
ago,  and  then  again  I  got  four  brace  with  T.  I.'' 

What  is  fishing  coming  to  when  anglers  have  to 
resort  to  "semi- submerging  Tup's  Indispensable" 
because  the  fish  won't  stand  the  dry  fly  ? — and  on 
the  Itchen,  too !  R.  Bj  Makston. 


"WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Gbenj 


{Continued  from  page  116j) 

It  was  just  the  day  to  work  northward,  so  our  sail 
was  again  set  and  we  mswie  for  the  sunken  rock  ofi 
Rough  Island,  which  soon  proved  quite  worttiy  of 
its  great  repute.  The  boatmen  miscalculated  its 
position  by  a  trifle,  and  our  baits,  instead  of  search- 
ing its  deep  sides,  were  trailed  across  its  crown,  and 
we  were  soon  fast  in  weeds  that  we  could  not  move, 
BO  we  had  to  break  our  Unes.  I  think  it  wise  to 
always  make  light  of  such  accidents  or  your  boatmen 
may,  to  prevent  your  displeasure,  keep  too  far  from 
weedy  rocks,  and  then  your  chance  of  sport  will  be 
small.  The  fact  of  our  being  hung  up  showed  that 
our  boatmen  were  trying  for  the  ideal  which  often 
allows  Uttle  margin  between  a  good  day's  sport  and 
a  perfect  failure. 

Two  more  rubber  worms  were  taken  from  a  well- 
filled  box,  which  I  was  careful  the  men  should  see 
and  so  learn  to  know  how  small  our  loss  was.  Round 
we  rowed,  and,  somewhere  before  the  ring  was 
made,  we  got  a  fish.  Then  round  again  and  two 
more  fish. 

In  the  excitement  it  took  some  time  to  discover 
that  all  the  fish  came  from  the  outer  side  that  faced 
the  tide.  After  tiiis  discovery  we  paid  attention  to 
that  part  only  where  the  fish  were  gathered  waiting 
for  what  the  flow  might  bring. 

When  the  first  fish  is  fairly  large  and  the  captures 
get  less  and  less  in  size  leave  that  spot,  no  matter 
how  fast  they  bite.    Move  on  for  fish  worth  taking. 

Just  in  front  of  us  were  the  cUffs  which  lead  round 
to  Bellachreesh  Bay,  so  we  kept  our  baits  out  as  we 
should,  in  a  stroke  or  two,  have  them  where  fish 
might  be  expected.  Innumerable  httle  tugs  told 
that  the  fish  were  small,  so  we  kept  slowly  on  our 
course,  which  brought  us  to  deeper  and  rougher 
water. 

The  motion  of  the  Atlantic  roll,  as  it  took  the 
island  sideways,  caused  the  boat  to  swing  first 
inwards  and  upwards  as  if  to  mount  the  chfF,  then 
outwards  and  downwards,  in  most  disconcerting 
fashion,  but  two  big  fish — one  a  very  big  one — made 
us  sit  tight,  fight,  and  forget  all  else.  It  is  at  times 
hke  these  that  you  get  full  advantage  of  your  short 
give-and-take  rod.  Anything  more  cumbersome, 
stiff,  or  lengthy  would  bo  in  the  way,  and  you  would 
bo  in  danger  of  a  break  ;  at  any  rate,  the  fish  would 
have  far  too  great  an  advantage  for  you^to  often  get 
the  mastery. 

A  91b.  fish  in  the  slightest  roll  will  test  your  skil  1 


and  tackle,  but  the  13-pounder,  shapely  and  strong 
as  any  salmon,  caused  us  a  lengthy,  excited  struggle 
that  left  us  in  need  of  just  a  Uttle  pause.  So  we 
turned  round  a  point,  and  found  ourselves  in  a  Uttle 
bay  that  had  a  shelving  landing-place,  and  there  we 
lunched. 

We  had  to  leave  the  Uttle  bay,  for  in  it  we  could 
find  only  soldier-pollack,  which  usuaUy  run  very 
small  and  are  not  so  good  to  eat. 

When  once  outside  we  were  again  subjected  to 
the  pecuUar  swinging  motion  which  we  had  found 
so  troublesome,  and  again  we  had  to  tussle  with  two 
large  fish  which  used  their  advantage  of  our  sudden 
dropping  into  a  deep  trough  and  the  consequent 
slacking  of  Une  to  get  amongst  the  weeds.  Backing 
the  boat  was  quite  impossible,  and  we  had  to  make 
a  wide  circuit  to  get  back  on  them.  Fortunately, 
we  had  lengthy  Unes  which  permitted  this  manoeuvre 
or  we  should  have  had  a  second  loss.  As  is  gene- 
raUy  the  case  the  fish  soon  bolted  from  their  cover 


the  rods  were  put  away,  the  bow  turned,  and  the 
sail  set  for  home. 

The  breeze  soon  freshened  and  the  waves  increased 
in  height  and  aggressiveness,  and  broke  with  growing 
roar  against  the  cliffs.  Fortunately,  it  was  'a;fair 
wind  and  we  traveUed  homewards  at  almost  racing 
speed,  the  boat  rising  and  faUing  on  the  big  roUers 
as  if  to  teU  us  that  such  a  sea  was  a  mere  trifle  to  a 
reaUy  good  boat  Uko  her. 

We  were  nearing  home  when  the  first  Ughtning 
flash  told  that  the  storm  gathering  in  our  wake  was 
overtaking  us  and  about  to  break.  A  further 
warning  was  given  by  a  long  roll  of  thunder,  which 
came  in  from  sea  and  echoed  among  the  rocks. 

We  gained  the  pier  just  as  the  rain  commenced, 
and  raced  each  other  for  the  shelter  of  the  hotel, 
which  we  reached  with  another  coat  of  colour  on 
our  bronzed  faces  and  such  rude  appetites  as  made 
us,  I  feared,  quite  noticeable. 

The  storm  raged  during  a  considerable  part  of  the 
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'  The  Bbeeze  had  now  Died  Dowx." 


[»■.  A'.  Geen. 


when  we  puUed  on  them  from  the  way  by  which 
they  had  entered. 

At  last  the  waves  became  so  high  that  we  had  to 
give  over  fishing  irntU  we  could  find  smoother  water. 
This  we  got  when  we  reached  BeUachreesh  Bay, 
where  we  took  several  fish,  but  too  small  to  give 
much  pleasure  in  their  capture.  So  again  we  ven- 
tured forth,  and  we  were  no  sooner  round  the  point 
than  we  were  again  busy  with  two  strong  fish  which, 
helped  by  the  strange  antics  of  our  boat,  gave  us 
great  fun. 

Had  the  waves  been  just  a  Uttle  more  moderate 
I  really  think  we  could  have  half-filled  our  boat. 
Frequently  we  had  to  give  over  fishing  and  use  both 
hands  to  keep  our  balance.  It  is  impossible  to  wish 
for  better  haunts  for  poUack  than  those  we  found 
all  the  way  round  to  Torneady  Point,  and  then  again 
to  the  Lighthouse  on  Rinrawros  Point. 

The  day  had  been,  up  to  now,  most  pleasurable, 
the  sun  tempered  by  the  breeze  just  to  a  heart's  wish, 
but  now  there  had  come  a  little  cloud  which  made 
me  think  of  the  distance  we  had  to  travel  back.  So 


night,  but  in  the  morning  the  air  had  cleared,  and 
the  sea,  while  stiU  a  Uttle  rough,  looked  very  tempt- 
ing ;  so  we  were  soon  off  with  expectations  of  a 
lovely  sail  to  the  southern  end  of  Arran  Island. 

The  sea  breeze  which  sped  us  on  our  way  and 
farmed  us  so  caressingly  was  deUghtful  to  weU- 
breakfasted  men,  and  we  loUed  back  in  our  seats, 
stretched  forth  our  legs  and  were  happy. 

The  measured  rise  and  fall  and  rhythm  of  waters 
invited  laziness  that  was  quite  luxurious,  and  it 
was  thus  that  we  spent  the  first  hour  or  more. 

Just  as  you  leave  the  Channel  there  is  a  very  small 
island,  and  it  was  there  we  put  a  reef  in  the  sail 
that  we  might  go  round  it  at  the  slackened  pace 
necessary  for  successful  fishing.  We  soon  had  fish, 
but  they  were  too  smaU  to  dweU  upon,  so  the  sail 
was  given  aU  its  cloth  again  and  we  were  off  for  the 
larger  island  that  stood  straight  ahead,  Inishkeeragh, 
and  which,  as  it  lay  further  out  at  sea,  seemed  more 
likely  to  give  us  real  sport.  We  were  soon  busy  with 
such  heavy  ones  that  the  sail  had  to  give  place  to 
oars,  30  that  we  might  keep  near  the  fish  and  be  able 
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to  quickly  go  forward  or  back  as  the  case  might 
demand. 

Still  further  south  is  another  island,  Illancrone, 
which  provided  fair  sport. 

It  was  now  near  lunch  time,  and,'as  we  saw  no 
easy  landing-place,  we  made  for  Arran  and  its  high 
sheltering  rocks. 

The  time  had  sped  so  swiftly  that  it  appeared 
wonderful  that  such  appetites  could  have  come  back 
to  us.  There  was  quite  a  Uberal  supply  of  food, 
but  it  disappeared  aU  too  quickly,  and  the  eager 
second  searching  of  the  papers  in  the  basket  proved 
disappointing.  Friends  have  told  me  not  to  smoke 
cigars  when  on  or  near  the  sea.  I  still  do  it.  I  am 
a  splendid  listener  when  the  cigar  is  good  and  the 
tales  that  are  told  somewhere  near  the  mark. 

Johnny  had  been  with  the  sahnon-fishers  in  the 
earUer  part  of  that  season,  and  could  tell  us  of  the 
wondrous  takes  of  fish  they  got,  not  in  the  usual 
way  near  the  coast,  but  nine  miles  out  at  sea.  Boats 
earned  as  much  as  £80  per  week,  so  there  was  a  rare 
good  harvest. 

The  breeze  had  now  died  down,  and  the  sun  fell 
upon  us  quite  score  hingly,  so  we  shifted  to  a  shady 
spot. 

From  salmon  to  seals  is  but  a  step,  and  John  was 
soon  telling  us  strange  stories  of  these  latter  which 
showed  that  superstition  regarding  them  is  as  rife 
here  as  on  Tory  Island. 

In  dark  cavities  the  seals  enjoy  their  wild  soHtude 
quite  undisturbed,  and  wiU  continue  to  do  so,  for 
no  native  dares  forget  the  tales  that  have  Ijeen 
handed  down  to  him. 

Johnny,  backed  up  by  McCole's  approving  nods 
and  smiles,  told  me  about  the  man  who  had  paid 
such  a  lengthened  visit  to  a  fairies'  castle.  He  was 
much  surprised  at  my  knowing  of  it,  and  showed 
anxiety  to  learn  who  had  told  me.  I  fancy  he  was 
more  fogged  than  ever  when  I  told  him  I  came 
from  a  country  where  fairies  were  quite  plentiful 
and  sometimes  visible.  The  rings  they  made  while 
dancing  in  our  meadows  and  on  our  moor  were  worn 
quite  bare  with  use.  In  the  early  morning  music 
came  through  the  mists  from  near  the  brook  in  the 
home  meadow,  just  as  the  lark  was  rising,  and  tiny 
voices  were  singing : — 

"  Fairy  king  attend  and  mark 
I  do  hear  the  morning  lark." 

The  reaUty  of  Devon  fairies  sobered  him,  and  he 
quite  seriously  told  me  that  it  was  true  about  the 
old  man  on  Arran  Island  being  lost,  and  he 
supposed  he  must  have  been  in  the  Fairies'  Castle, 
or  he  could  not  have  told  the  tale  he  did. 

The  days  flew  by  at  Burton  Port,  for,  go  where  we 
would,  sport  was  sure,  and  there  were  no  anxieties 
about  getting  back  ;  we  had  two  strong  men  to  row 
when  the  wind  failed.  There  were  no  dull  moments. 
McCole,  of  whom  I  have  spoken  but  little,  is  a  keen 
listener  with  a  well-stored  memory,  loving  a  tale 
and  most  encouraging  to  the  teller  of  it.  Now  and 
then  he  encouraged  himself  to  let  out  quaint  sayings 
that  hinted  at  strange  faiths.  "  The  lucky  man's 
luck  never  deserts  him.  It's  with  him  after  death  ; 
no  sooner  is  the  daisy  quilt  over  him  than  another  is 
laid  beside  him  to  relieve  him  of  his  duty.  Sure 
you'll  be  knowing  that  the  last  to  be  buried  has  to 
carry  water  to  the  thirsty  souLs  in  purgatory." 

It  is  necessary  to  be  most  careful  in  receiving  such 
talk  as  this  or  you  close  the  hps  that  are  speaking. 
I  have  found  it  answer  to  say,  in  sympathetic  tone, 
"  Is  that  so  ?  " 

Is  it  not  extraordinary  how  fast  time  flies  when 
we  have  all  we  need  of  health,  food,  and  pleasure  ? 

It  was  already  our  last  day  at  Burton  Port,  and 
we  were  off  to  fish  once  more,  with  sufiicient  wind 
to  give  such  speed  as  made  with  the  swishing  waves 
music  which  in  its  turn  made  everything  seem 
joyfuL  I  felt  Uke  giving  voice  to  the  song  my 
heart  was  singing,  but  I  feared  the  "  Oh !  please 
don't,"  so  I  turned  my  eyes  to  tuneful  Johnny 
who  will  surely  sing  or,  happy  thought,  whistle  me 
the  tunes  he  danced  to  at  the  ball  he  was  so  eager 
for  last  evening. 

A  few  days'  fishing  together  in  a  boat  is  sufiicient 
for  sympathy  to  grow  keen  between  men  with 
sporting  instincts.  There  are  no  divided  interests, 
no  jealousies.  United  efforts  are  directed  to 
common  ends — to  catch  fish,  be  pleased,  and  be 
pleasing.  The  sUghtest  change  in  tone  of  voice,  in 
gesture,  or  in  looks  calls  for  notice  and  explanation. 
What  can  Johnny's  clouded  brow  and  firmly-set 
mouth  betoken  ?  He  is  young,  tall,  shm,  and  fair 
to  look  upon,  and  at  the  last  wedding  the  slipper 
came  hiaway — a  sure  sign  that  the  Destinies  have 


his  happiness  next  on  their  programme.  What'ails 
the  lad  then  ?  Did  his  colleen  tread  upon  his  toe 
while  dancing  with  someone  else  ?  Surely  it  can  be 
nothing  less  than  that.  So  I  offer  him  consolation 
by  singing : — 

"  Cheer  up,  Sam,  don't  let  your  spirits  go  down. 
For  there's  many  a  gel. 
As  I  know  well, 
A-waiting  for  you  in  the  town." 

He  saw  some  humour  in  this,  laughed  and  said : — 
"  It's  not  girls,  sir."  . "  Then  what  on  earth  is  it  ?  " 
I  repUed,  "  Well,  it's  not  earth  at  all,  at  all ;  it's 
just  the  regatta  I  was  thinking  your  honour  would 
be  going  to  this  day.  There  will  be  donkey-races 
and  horse-races.'' 

"  Surely  not  on  the  sea,  John  ?  " 

"  On  the  say-shore,  sir.'' 

"  Is  that  so  ? ''  was  my  quite-Irish  inquiry,  to 
which  John  gave  the  orthodox  Irish  reply,  "  It  is."- 

"  Port  your  helm,  McCole,  and  make  for  Arran- 
more.  I  love  regattas,  and,  if  it  plaise  the  pigs 
(this  I  had  heard  before  I  left  the  hotel  that  morning) 
I'll  be  picking  the  winning  crew  and  be  chinking 
money  on  our  return.''  The  troubled  look  on 
John's  face  instantly  disappeared  as  he  heard  the 
order  given,  and  his  hps,  which  before  had  been  near 
to  pouting,  now  shaped  themselves  to  whistle.  But 
whistling  was  too  tame  for  the  occasion,  and  he 
softly  gave  himself  the  first  hne  of  the  song  he  had 
just  heard : — "  Cheer  up,  Sam,  don't  let  your  spirits 
go  down."  He  remembered  no  more  of  the  words, 
but  he  had  plainly  added  that  Une  to  his  musical 
repertoire  as  a  tuneful  luck-bringing  snatch.  Then 
as  he  got  calmer  he  gave  me  an  account  of  what 
was  likely  to  be  doing  at  the  regatta,  and  who  would 
be  there.  "  What  of  the  horse-race,  John  ? " 
"  Well,  sir,  they  are  saying  that  Adams,  the  coast- 
guardsman,  has  borrowed  a  real  flier,  and  means  to 
beat  the  dwarf  who  always  wins  the  race,  but  I'm 
doubting  if  he'U  be  able  to  manage  it." 

'Each  and  every  adjacent  island  had  sent  com- 
petitors to  Arranmore,  and  also  Uttle  hosts  to  cheer 
them.  The  mainlanders  were  deeply  interested ; 
they  had  built  boats  which  could  not,  they  thought, 
be  beaten.  Arranmore  had  foregathered,  in  all  its 
strength,  to  give  smihng  welcome  to  all  and  sundry ; 
even  the  English  strangers  were  fairly  hfted  out  and 
given  a  friendly  greeting.  Good-natured  laughter 
lasted  aU  the  day,  and  was  ever  ready  to  acclaim  a 
friend's  disaster,  and  the  crowd,  sportsmanhke, 
never  failed  to  cheer  a  winner's  skill,  no  matter 
where  he  hailed  from. 

The  donkey-races  and  the  extraordinary  scenes 
attending  them  are  as  indehbly  fixed  in  my  memory 
as  the  coster's  upset  donkey-barrow  and  vegetables 
are  in  his,  and,  hke  him,  I  can  only  scratch  my  head 
and  say,  "  There  are  no  words  for  it." 

At  last  came  the  horse-race.  Of  course,  there 
was  no  professional  betting,  but  I  found  that  the 
dwarf  was  again  easy  favourite.  I  supported  the 
adventurous  sailor  on  the  chance  of  his  proving  a 
good  dark  horse.  The  course  was  to  the  flagstafi, 
round  and  back.  There  was  no  starting-gate,  but 
the  M.G.,  chief  officer  on  the  Arranmore  naval 
station,  soon  had  them  going,  and  at  once  my  navy 
blue  shot  ahead.  But,  alas !  his  steering  became 
faulty,  and,  after  going  too  much  inland,  he  came 
round  in  front  of  his  competitors  with  a  hst  seawards 
and  his  craft  was  soon  fetlock  deep  in  water,  which 
she  scattered  in  the  most  playful  manner  until  she 
espied  one  of  the  long  succession  of  graceful  foam- 
capped  curves  that  was  running  in  on  the  shelving 
sand,  and  then  she  stopped  suddenly.  This  un- 
seated Jack,  who  not  altogether  ungracefully  feU 
over  the  horse's  neck,  sUd  down  its  forelegs,  and  sat 
in  the  surf.  The  handy  man  was  not  long  taking  his 
bearings,  and  when  he  discovered  his  horse  was  just 
where  he  had  left  it,  as  calmly  waiting  his  pleasure 
as  if  it  had  been  a  drink  he  had  got  down  for,  he 
remounted  and  was  just  in  time  for  a  fine  race  with 
the  returning  dwarf  for  the  winning-post.  Jack's 
explanation  to  his  questioning  companions,  ^ven 
without  a  moment's  hesitation,  was,  "  Sure,  and  it 
was  my  backwash  I  was  for  giving  them.'' 

(To  he  continued^) 


An  unusual  question  lately  came  before  the 
Lancashire  Fishery  Board.  The  Archdeacon  of 
Lancaster  had  employed  an  unlicensed  fisherman 
to  net  fish  in  lieu  of  the  parson's  tithe,  and  the 
bailii^  arrested  him  with  seventy-five  salmon  in  his 
possession.  It  was  decided  that  a  £10  licence  was 
necessary,  and  that  apphcation  be  made  to  the 
Archdeacon  for  the  amount. 


GOOD  SPOKT  AT  STALHAM. 

It  ia  more  than  strange  that  Stalham  has  not 
become  a  "  popular"-  angling  centre  on  the  Broads ; 
but  the  fact  that  it  has  not  is  welcomed  by  the  few 
who  know  its  handiness  to  several  good  fishing 
waters,  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  t^ey  wiU 
make  it  known ;  there  are  far  too  few  of  these  quiet 
villages  with  good  fishing  adjacent.  Yet  Stalham 
'■ — although  it  is  certainly  "off  the  beaten  track  " — 
is  easily,  economically,  and  quickly  got  atj  From 
the  Midlands  and  the  North  (and  from  King's  GrosSj 
London)  there  is  a  airect  service  of  trains  by 
Midland  and  Great  Northern  Joint  Railway,  via 
Peterboro'  and  South  Lynn ;  it  is  easily  reached 
also  from  Liverpool-street,  Great  Eastern  Railway, 
via  North  Walsham ;  and  it  is  only  fifteen  miles 
from  Cromer,  fourteen  miles  from  Norwich,  and 
eighteen  miles  from  Yarmouth ;  and  there  is  a  good 
service  of  trains  to  and  from  each  of  those  popular 
seaside  resorts. 

Yet  on  a  recent  visit  I  found  the  village  much 
the  same  as  I  left  it  five  seasons  back,  and  that 
meant  pretty  much  the  same  as  it  was  fifteen  years 
ago.  The  fortunes  of  the  Swan  Hotel  are  still  in 
the  hands  of  the  genial  Mr.  Garrett;  and  Alma 
Nicholls  still  retails  fishing  tackle,  and  spares  what 
time  he  can  from  a  greatly  increased  business  to 
pioneer  a  few  favoured  clients  to  big  catches  on  the 
adjacent  Broads  and  the  river  Ant.  But  Nicholls' 
spare  time  now  is  very  Umited,  and  in  case  his 
services  are  not  available,  it  is  as  well  to  know  that 
Geo.  Christmas,  a  very  keen  fisherman  and  an  old 
hand  on  the  Broads,  is  prepared  to  devote  his 
services  to  visiting  anglers.  If  you  put  up  at  the 
Swan — and  you  can  hardly  do  better — you  can 
hear  of  him,  or  a  letter  addressed  to  him  at  the 
hotel  will  reach  his  hands.  Speaking  from  personal 
experience,  I  can  vouch  for  his  competency,  willing- 
ness, civility,  and  all-round  excellence  as  an 
attendant.  His  charges  are  very  moderate,  6s.  a 
day  for  himself  and  boat,  or  10s.  a  day  if  two 
anglers  are  with  him.  And  for  this,  Christmas  will 
thoroughly  ground-bait  several  swims  and  provide 
all  hook  baits  if  necessary. 

Stalham  Broad  exists  no  longer;  it  is  entirely 
covered  with  a  thick  growth  of  reeds  and  rushes, 
which  form  splendid  cover  for  innumerable  duck 
and  other  wildfowl,  but  this  is  poor  consolation  for 
the  angler !  The  same  fate  is  slowly,  but  surely, 
overtaking  Barton  Broad,  howbeit  several  years 
must  elapse  before  it  is  as  bad  as  Stalham  Broad; 
But  although  the  area  of  water  for  fishing  purposes 
is  considerably  curtailed,  there  remains  a  good  lot 
available ;  and  some  of  it  would  be  hard  to  beat. 
The  principal  drawback  just  now  is  that  huge  tracts 
of  water  are  far  too  shallow  for  bream  fishing  owing 
to  the  enormous  amount  of  sediment  deposited  on 
the  bottom  of  the  Broad  from  decayed  weeds,  etc. 
This,  however,  does  not  depreciate  the  rudd  fishing 
to  so  marked  an  extent,  indeed,  the  formation  of 
sparsely  grown  beds  of  rushes  in  all  directions  is 
conducive  to  better  sport  with  those  fish.  And 
speaking  of  rudd  fishing  reminds  me  that  on  Barton 
Broad  and  Hickling  Broad  you  can  obtain  capital 
sport  with  rudd,  casting  a  bunch  of  gentles  with  a 
fly-fishing  outfit — a  branch  of  angUng  I  am  exceed- 
ingly fond  of — and  your  basket  wUl  constantly 
include  some  big  specimens. 

Although  Barton  Broad  is  not  so  good  for  bream 
fishing  as  it  was  some  years  back,  it  remains  above 
the  average  to-day.  Just  now  the  bream  are  coming 
on,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some  local  knowledge 
good  bags  may  be  rcUed  on. 

Hickling  Broad  is  going  as  strong  as  ever,  and 
I  need  say  no  more.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  to  obtain  exceptionally  big  catches 
requires  patience  and  some  good  luck.  But  the 
average  catches  will  satisfy  most  anglers,  and  these 
are  q\iite  up  to  old  form.- 

The  fishing  in  the  district  that  appeals  most  to 
me  (outside  of  the  rudd  fishing  on  the  Broads),  and 
which  will  appeal  to  many  others  who  care  to  follow 
my  advice  and  pay  Stalham  a  visit,  is  that  obtain- 
able in  the  River  Ant  between  Barton  Broad  and 
Wayford  Bridge,  and  for  a  mile  or  so  above  bridge. 
Here  are  some  ideal  swims  which  are  most  profitably 
fished  from  a  boat,  but  which  can  be  easily  negotiated 
from  either  bank.  You  can  get  a  nice  depth— from 
four  to  five  feet — and  a  nice,  hard,  gravelly  bottom. 
The  river  is  absolutely  aUve  with  fish.  At  Wayford 
Bridge  there  is  quite  a  comfortable  little  "  pub," 
and  should  the  Swan  at  Stalham  be  full,  you 
might  quite  easily  do  worse  than  put  up  here. 
Thos.  Kiiight,  Wayford  Budge,  by  Stalham,  is  the 
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man  to  write  to.  The  beds  are  clean  and  comfort- 
ablo,  and  the  charge — 10s.  per  week  with  attendance 
— is  surely  little  enough.  The  charge  for  board  is 
equally  cheap.  If  you  care  to  fiah  without  an 
attendant  you  can  get  a  boat  at  Stalham,  or  at 
Wayford  Bridge,  or  at  Hickling  Staithe,  for  2s.  per 
day,  and  a  very  decent  boat  too.  I  am  led  to  give 
these  charges  prominence  in  order  to  prove  that 
fishing  in  this  locality  need  not  be  expensive,  even 
when  a  competent  attendant  is  engaged. 

For  the  information  of  anglers  visiting  Stalham 
for  the  first  time  I  may  state  that  an  ordinary 
Norfolk  (otherwise  a  Nottingham)  outfit  is  best  for 
the  fishing  on  the  Broads.  Long  casti  ng  is  necessary, 
and  this  can  only  be  done  with  a  rod  fitted  with 
running  tackle;  The  same  outfit  will  do  for  the 
river  Ant ;  but  I  recommend  in  preference  a  Lea 
roach  pole  and  tight  line,  but  you  must  allow  a  little 
more  line  between  the  float  and  the  rod  top  than  is 
usual  when  fishing  a  roach  swim  after  the  orthodox 
Lea  manner;  and,  further,  you  will  get  the  best  fish 
(although  perhaps  not  so  many)  if  you  angle  with 
your  bait  right  and  well  on  the  bottom,  therefore 
your  bottom  tackle  should  take  the  form  of  a  float 
ledger* 

Also  to  the  stranger,  a  few  words  more  concerning 
Stalham  and  the  surrounding  countryside  will  not 
come  amiss.  The  roads  hereabouts  are  very  good 
for  cycling,  motoring,  and  driving.  Any  necessary 
repairs  to  cycles  or  motors  can  be  attended  to  by  a 
thoroughly  competent  man  in  the  village.  At  the 
Swan  you  can  obtain  all  sorts  of  conveyances  for 
drives,  and  competent  and  careful  drivers.  Yacht- 
ing men  will  find  good  anchorage  at  Stalham  Staithe 
and  Sutton  Staithe  close  by ;  you  can  sail  for  miles 
and  miles  on  the  river  and  Broads,  and  you  are 
within  easy  reach  of  such  popular  yachting  centres 
as  Wroxham,  Potter  Heigham,  etc.  For  camping 
out  purposes  the  district  cannot  be  beaten  in  the 
whole  of  Broadland.  Entomologists  and  botanists 
will  find  plenty  of  specimens ;  photographers  any 
number  of  subjects,  and  for  the  convenience  of  the 
latter  there  are  two  good  dark  rooms  in  the  village. 

And  now  a  word  to  the  family  man.  If  you  are 
on  the  look-out  for  a  really  quiet,  healthy,  inexpen- 
sive seaside  village,  with  plenty  of  fishing  (fresh- 
water) close  at  hand,  you  will  find  an  ideal  spot 
within  three  miles  of  StalhanL  This  is  Palling ; 
and  it's  a  shame  to  give  Palling  away !  It  is  in  a 
word  at  once  the  most  delightfully  secluded  sea- 
side place  on  the  east  coast.  It  is  absolutely  away 
from  the  madding  crowd;  there  is  a  grand  sand 
beach  which  offers  facihties  for  paddling  and  bathing 
that  cannot  be  beaten,  and  the  village  itself  might 
well  be  a  hundred  miles  away  from,  instead  of,  as 
it  is,  close  to,  the  busy  centres  already  mentioned. 
Here  you  can  locate  your  family,  and  here  they  can 
thoroughly  enjoy  themselves  while  you  are  away 
wetting  a  line  on  the  Broads  or  in  the  river. 

E.  S.  S.- 


SANDY PURDIE. 


WITH  A  BRIEF  REFERENCE  TO  THE 
PURDIES  OF  TWEEDSIDE. 


On  July  20  of  this  year  (1904)  an  old  man  of 
ninety-one  passed  away  peacefully  within  his  sweet 
little  home.  Laurel  Cottage,  in  the  village  of 
Lessudden,  St.  Bos  wells,  on  the  Tweed. 

Few  men  had  made  a  better  record  as  an  old 
sportsman ;  of  fewer  still  in  his  position  could  it  be 
said  that  their  family  traditions  were  a  heritage  to 
be  proud  of,  and  to  uphold,  so  long  as  Tweed  ran 
to  the  sea. 

Sandy's  father,  William  Purdie,  rented  the 
Boldside  water,  and  also  farmed  a  small  holding 
about  1800.  Now  Boldside  is  opposite  Abbotsford, 
where  bis  uncle,  Tom  Purdie,  dwelt.  Tom  was  a 
great  favourite  with  Sir  Walter  Scott  (his  beloved 
master),  and  was  consulted  by  him  on  every  con- 
ceivable outdoor  topic,  a  kind  of  factotum  who  was 
able  to  put  his  hand  to  anything,  and  had  a 
shrewd  headpiece,  capable  of  directing  the  work  of 
others  to  a  practical  and  successful  issue. 

With  but  the  Tweed  between  them,  it  will 
readily  be  understood  that  these  two  brothers  and 
their  families  saw  much  of  each  other,  and  thus  it 
happened  that  William  Purdie,  though  residing  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  was  also  brought  in 
contact  with  the  distinguished  owner  of  Abbotsford 
more  or  less  frequently,  and  his  son  Sandy  referred 
with  pardonable  pride  to  the  fact  that  he  remem- 


bered that  famous  man  of  letters  well,  of  whom  he 
remarked.  "  He  was  the  best  of  men."' 

WilUam  Purdie's  was  a  family  of  twelve  all  told, 
of  whose  seven  sons  I  will  only  make  mention  of 
two — John,  the  third  son,  and  Sandy,  a  younger 
brother.  John  it  was  who  always  personally 
attended  upon  Sir  Walter  when  he  went  forth  on 
one  of  his  coursing  expeditions,  a  sport  he  was 
pecuUarly  fond  of. 

John,  who  at  one  time  was  a  "tacksman"  of 
the  Littledean  portion  of  Mertoun  water,  on  the 
Tweed,  became  quite  famous  as  a  professional  sal- 
mon fisherman,  and  was  immortalised  in  verse  by 
the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Robert  Liddell,  brother  of  the 
Earl  of  Ravensworth,  in  his  verses  entitled,  "  Lay 
of  the  Last  Angler,"  published  by  Rutherford,  of 
Kelso.    In  1867  Mr.  Liddell  wrote  thus  of  John: — 

Now,  breakfast  o'er,  I  go  with  speed 
To  see  John  Purdie  and  the  Tweed. 
***** 

And  he  goes  on — 

Now  John  and  I  are  oldish  friends. 
O'er  forty  years  our  time  extends. 
***** 

And  once  more,  further  on — 

If  Cambridge  gave  degrees  to  anglers, 
John  would  be  first  of  Senior  Wranglers. 
***** 

And  here  again — 

My  work  began,  one  autumn  day, 
With  dear  old  Purdie  on  Pavilion  Water. 
***** 
And  so  on,  and  so  on,-  ad  infinitum,.    I  quote 
these  scraps  from  that  long  poem  to  show  how  Mr. 
Liddell  had  valued  John  Purdie,  his  trusty  hench- 
man and  friend.     Thus  we   perceive  that  the 
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Purdies  have  been  a  sporting  Tweedside  family  for 
a  very  long  time. 

Of  John  I  have  no  more  to  say,  save  that  he 
passed  away  on  Dec.  14,  1886,  leaving  behind  him 
the  reputation  of  being,  as  a  salmon  fisherman, 
nulli  secundus.  It  is,  however,  of  his  younger 
brother,  my  old  friend,  Sandy  Purdie,  that  I  wish 
to  record  a  few  personal  reminiscences. 

An  ancient  fishing  diary  records  that  (while 
residing  hard  by  the  banks  of  the  Teviot)  I  trained 
over  to  Maxton  with  my  old  preceptor  in  fly 
fishing — ^"Mark  Aitken" — and  how  Mark  waded 
across  the  river  to  shake  hands  with  Sandy  Purdie. 
A  thing  then  happened  which  I  still  remember. 
The  two  old  fellows  sat  down  together,  right  in 
front  of  me,  my  flies  being  cast  in  their  direction — 
quite  an  ordeal  for  a  young  fellow,  who  knew  that 
every  "cast"  was  being  watched,  and  would  be 
commented  on. 

The  diary  describes  a  day  far  from  perfect  for 
successful  fly  fishing  on  the  Tweed — a  hot,  sunny 
day,  with  white  clouds;  because  a  cloudless  sunny 
day,  with  a  gentle  breeze  ruffling  the  water,  is,  at 
times,  one  of  the  best  of  days — "But,  oh,  they 
white  cluds !  "  as  I  have  heard  many  an  old  hand 
lament.  The  fact  was  that  Mark  and  I  were  hard 
pushed  to  get  "  a  dozen  Tweed  trout  each '' ;  the 
which  we  only  accomplished  with  a  fight ! 


■"But  I  was  not  to  get  off  so  easily  as  I  had 
hoped ;  for,  before  I  returned  to  the  banks  of  the 
Teviot,  a  grilse  rod  was  put  into  my  hands  by 
Sandy  Purdie,  who  selected  "  a  fly  composed 
wholly  of  golden  pheasant  feathers,  for  wings"  (sic) 
(the  "  Baronet,"  I  presume). 

Observe,  the  teaching  even  in  this  is,  "  A  bright 
fly  for  a  bright  sky,"  which  so  many  anglers  still 
preach  when  salmon  fishing.  I  had  to  wade 
and  fish  a  roughish  bit  of  stream  (Bluidy  Breeks, 
I  think  it  was),  and  I  was  put  on  my  mettle.  Well, 
I  didn't  do  much.  I  just  managed  to  save  a 
blank  by  landing  a  nice  clean-run  sea-trout  of 
3lb.  in  the  short  time  at  my  disposal,  before  the 
train  started  for  home. 

It  turned  out  afterwards  that  these  old  hands 
that  day  had  looked  upon  me  as  "a  very  promising 
colt."  Alas,  that  it  must  be  written,  this  was  on 
May  1,  1860,  over  forty-four  years  ago  to-day ! 
May  I  quote  a  few  fitting  lines  ? 

Life  glides  away — Lorenzo  !  like  a  brook. 
For  ever  changing,  unperceived  the  change. 
***** 

Wo  call  the  brook  the  same";  the  same  we  think 
Our  life,  though  still  more  rapid  in  its  flow. 

—  Young. 

It  is  with  a  sad  heart  that  I  now  allude  to  my 
dear  old  friend  N.  D.,  who  died  suddenly,  aged 
sixty-three,  on  July  17,  only  three  days  before 
Sandy  Purdie  "  bade  the  world  fareweU." 

There  existed  a  mutual  feeling  of  respect  and 
kindly  regard  for  each  other,  between  my  old  friend 
and  schoolfellow,  and  old  Sandy. 

They  had  so  often  met  on  the  Tweed ! 

Indeed,  N.  D.  it  was,  while  fishing  with  the 
clear-water  worm  on  the  Tweed,  who  learned  from 
Sandy  his  plan  of  spinning  a  worm,  under  certain 
rigid  conditions,  and  passed  it  on  to  me  for  my 
occasional  use,  for  which  I  have  often  been  grateful 

Sandy  Purdie  was  no  ordinary,  and  far  less 
second-rate,  fisherman,  and  what  he  did  not  know 
was  hardly  worth  knowing  :  in  salmon  or  trout 
fishing,  if  confined  to  the  Tweed-  I  never  saw  him 
fish  elsewhere. 

Next  season  (1861)  I  was  back  at  Tweedside 
again.  One  evening  I  received  a  visit  from  the 
fine  old  enthusiast  under  circumstances  very 
gratifying  to  me,  as  a  yovmg  and  ambitious  fisher.- 
He  had  heard  of  my  success  on  the  hard-fished 
open  water  from  Maxton  upwards,  and  he  came  to 
have  " a  crack"  -with  me. 

The  river  was  running  so  low  that  few  rods  were 
to  be  seen,  during  the  day  at  least.  He  questioned 
me  very  closely,  and  when  I  had  answered  all  his 
interrogations,  he  made  one  of  his  very  rare  com- 
plimentary speeches,  for  he  was  a  man  who  spoke 
seldom,  and  who  spoke  with  slow  and  very  deliberate 
utterance  when  he  did.  He  reminded  me  of  our 
last  meeting  in  1860,  and  he  added,  "I  tell'tMark 
Aitken,"  but  what  he  told  old  Mark  I  must  not 
now  repeat. 

On  May  25,  1896,  while  on  a  visit  to  my  old 
friend  N.  D.,  I  went  to  St.  Boswells,  and  had 
a  day  with  Old  Sandy  on  the  Tweed.  He  was 
then  eighty-three  years  of  age,  but  he  held  the 
responsible  and  arduous  post  of  fisherman  to  Lord 
Brougham  and  Vaux !  What  pluck  !  The  river 
was  very  low,  and  he  fished  for  salmon  with  a  two- 
handed  trout  rod  in  a  masterful  fashion  quite 
surprising,  at  eighty-three. 

Mr.  Forrest  (of  Kelso  fame)  had  told  me  a  few  days 
previously,  that  the  old  man  had  established  a  fine 
record  that  month,  amongst  the  salmon,  using  a 
fight  rod  and  tackle  with  quite  a  small  fly,  and  I 
remember  Mr.  Forrest  adding  that  Sandy  "  glowed  " 
with  enthusiasm  as  he  described  one  more  than 
usually  exciting  run  with  a  fine  fish  of  about  161b. 
which  he  had  hooked  ;  dilating  like  a  youth  on  the 
manner  in  which  that  fish  disported  itself,  leaping 
wildly,  time  after  time,  and  making  mad  rushes 
up  and  down  stream  -with  the  most  astonishing 
and  bewildering  rapidity.  "He  had  very  seldom," 
he  remarked,  "seen  such  a  display  on  the  part  of 
a  salmon  "  ;  so,  as  he  had  to  do  everything  unaided, 
is  it  at  all  surprising  that  that  tale  ended  by  his 
saying  that  the  fish  "  deserved  the  freedom  which 
he  eventually  got." 

He  was  indeed  a  naturally  gifted  old  sportsman ;  to 
the  manner  born  and  bred.  I  saw  a  good  deal 
of  him  three  years  ago,  when  I  was  residing  within 
the  same  delightful  village  for  some  months,  but 
he  was  no  longer  in  harness  and  seldom  or  never 
fished. 

I  had  omitted  at  the  beginning  of  this  obituary 
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notice  to  mention  the  fact  that  Sandy  Purdie 
during  the  earlier,  and,  indeed,  the  greater, 
part  of  his  Ufe,  was  fisherman  and  gamekeeper  to 
two  Lords  Polwarth,  of  Mertoim  (father  and  son). 
Then  came  a  break  of  some  three  years  or  so 
when  he  went  elsewhere ;  but  it  would  not  do  at 
any  price,  for  Sandy  longed  for  the  Tweed,  and  the 
Tweed  kept  on  inviting  and  bewitching  Old  Sandy, 
who  at  last  gave  in  to  the  old  enchantment,  which  we 
all  feel  who  have  once  loved  that  dear  old  river  in  our 
youtki  He  returned,  and  for  a  time  was  with  Mr. 
Wood,  but  eventually  became  fisherman  to  Lord 
Brougham  and  Vaux,  who  thoroughly  appreciated 
the  veteran.  Old  Sandy  died  very  peacefully,  his 
one  prevailing  feeling  being  apparently  to  cause  as 
little  trouble  as  was  possible  to  those  who  ministered 
to  him  towards  the  end.  May  his  memory  remain 
green,  as  the  Braes  o-  bonnie  Tweed. 

E.  M.  Tod. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF 
DOMINICA. 


AN  EVENING  ON  A  TROPICAL  ESTUARY. 


Thb  British  West  Indian  Islands  have  not  a  very 
good  name  in  England  for  the  sport  they  afEord 
fishermen,  but  residents  find,  on  closer  acquaint- 
ance with  the  rivers,  that  the  angler,  provided  he 
is  furnished  with  the  right  tackle,  can  find  plenty 
of  sport.  Where  I  am  situated,  on  the  windward 
side  of  one  of  the  smaller  islands,  one  can  get 
excellent  sport,  both  at  the  mouth  and  in  the 
streams  themselves.  In  this  Island  of  Dominica  a 
backbone  of  mountains  ranging  from  5000ft.  down- 
wards runs  along  the  centre  of  the  island,  while 
from  it  a  series  of  valleys  run  to  the  coast  on  either 
side.  Nearly  every  valley  has  its  river — faat,  clear 
streams,  with  an  endless  series  of  fast  stickles, 
running  over  and  round  the  boulders,  and  still  and, 
in  many  cases,  deep  pools.  In  fact,  ideal  trout 
streams  if  only  the  temperature  was  lower.  Where 
these  rivers  meet  the  Atlantic  rollers  is  generally  a 
large  pool  or  lagoon,  and  into  these  the  sea  fish 
which  feed  close  to  shore,  as  do  the  bass  in  England, 
find  their  way  in  search  of  the  numerous  crayfish 
and  the  sporting  Uttle  river  mullet. 

Yet  I  had  been  nearly  a  yew  in  this  spot  before 
a  native  fisherman  told  me  that  large  fish  could  be 
caught  there.  Once  I  had  heard,  no  time  was  lost 
in  making  a  trial;  A  smart  Uttle  black  boy  was 
sent  to  catch  crayfish  and  ciricque  (land  crabs),  the 
former  for  bait,  the  latter  for  "  fresh,"  as  ground- 
bait  is  here  called.  The  crayfish  were  just 
plunged  for  a  moment  into  boiling  water  to 
toughen  them,  and  the  crabs  pounded  up  into  a 
paste  with  sand.  Just  as  the  five  o'clock  shell 
(conch-shell)  was  blown  for  the  labourers  to  stop 
work,  my  partner  and  I,  accompanied  by  our  sable 
gillie,  strolled  down  through  the  works  and  the 
pasture  to  the  "boucherie'-  (or  estuary).  The 
best  fishing  place  was  just  where  the  rollers  quieted 
down,  and  was  some  fifteen  feet  deep  and  perhaps 
forty  yards  wide.  For  a  few  yards  the  water 
deepened  gradually  to  about  two  feet  in  depth  and 
then  dropped  sheer  to  its  full  depth.  My  weapon 
was  an  eight-foot  sea  rod  which  had  done  me  good 
service  at  Deal,  Looe,  and  the  Menai  Straits,  a 
five-inch  reel  holding  150  yards  of  fine  strong  line, 
a  two-ounce  pear-shaped  lead  on  a  Clements'  boom, 
and  a  3-0  Limerick  hook  baited  with  a  peeled 
crayfish.  My  partner  mounted  similar  tackle,  and 
casting  hook  and  ground-bait  to  the  further  side  of 
the  stream,  we  waited  in  hope.  We  did  not  wait 
long,  for  a  sharp  bite,  a  sharp  fight,  and  a  21b. 
I'epee  was  lifted  ashore.  Then  followed  a  series 
of  small  fish,  not  much  above  a  pound  in  weight, 
but  of  five  distinct  varieties.  After  this,  just  as  the 
tropical  sun  dropped  behind  the  mountains,  I  hooked 
a  heavier  fish.  Had  it  been  at  Littlehampton  I 
should  have  thought  I  had  hooked  the  father  of 
all  bass.  I  knew  my  tackle  was  good,  and  I  put 
on  all  the  strain  I  dared.  For  thirty-five  minutes 
the  strain  was  intense ;  first  upstream,  then  out  to 
the  edge  of  the  breakers ;  then  in  sullen  circles 
that  fish  took  me  where  he  would.  Time  after 
time  he  allowed  me  to  force  hi  m  to  the  edge  of  the 
shelf  of  stone,  but  never  could  I  Uft  or  force  him 
above  it.  Gradually  darkness  came  on — here  we 
have  no  delightful  English  twihghtj  A  whistle 
brought  down  the  house-boy  with  a  hurricane 
lamp.  By  its  flight  we  followed  that  fish  until  at 
last,  coaxing  Lum  out  to  the  breakers  and  letting 
him  play  there  on  a  tight  line  until  an  extra  big 


roller  came,  we  cajoled  him  into  following  the  rush 
of  water  into  the  shallows,  and  the  gillie  dashing 
in  gaffed  him  as  he  panted  on  his  side.  And  then 
came  the  disillusionment.  In  England  the  fight 
would  have  meant  a  fish  of  25lb.,  and  yet  what  I 
had  landed  was  a  mere  baby,  a  zelouan  of  12^1b. 
They  run  to  351b.  in  this  river.  While  I  had  been 
so  busy  my  partner  was  hard  at  work  with  another 
fish,  but  not  of  such  a  game  variety  as  mine.  Half 
the  time  suflSced  to  bring  him  to  shore,  where  he 
proved  to  be  a  141b.  cavally,  much  the  same  sha])e 
as  the  zelouan,  but  more  craven  hearted ;  in  build 
resembUng  a  haUbut,  but  upright  swimmers,  and 
with  a  tail  over  a  foot  across,  shaped  like  a  bow, 
and  a  back  fin  over  a  foot  high.  Luckily  they 
have  leathery  mouths  and  no  teeth,  so  that  the 
hold  does  not  easily  break,  and  single  salmon  gut 
may  be  safely  used.  This  ended  our  evening's 
sport,  and  gave  us  an  idea  what  might  be  done  in 
September  and  October,  when  the  "  boucherie  "  is 
deep  and  clean.  Moreover,  in  the  latter  months 
the  fish  take  at  almost  any  time  in  the  day  or 
night.  Triangle. 


EXPERIMENTAL  MARKING  OF 
SALMON. 


[We  have  received  the  following  particulars 
respecting  experiments  in  marking  salmon  from 
the  secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. — Ed.] 

With  a  view  to  obtaining  further  information  on 
the  growth  and  migrations  of  salmon  (including 
sea-trout,  salmon-trout,  peal,  sewin,  etc. ),  a  number 
of  such  fish  have  been  marked  by  attaching  a 
small  oblong  silver  label  (oxidised,  or  blackened, 
and  bearing  distinctive  letters  and  numbers)  to  the 
dorsal  or  large  back  fin  near  the  point  indicated  in 
this  sketch: — 


Rewards  will  be  paid,  on  the  following  conditions, 
for  the  recovery  of  fish  bearing  such  labels  or  other 
marks,  or  for  information  respecting  them:  — 

I.  A  reward  of  3s.,  in  addition  to  the  market 
value  of  the  fish,  will  be  paid  for  each  fish  in 
marketable  condition  if  deUvered  immediately 
(with  label  intact)  either  to  the  address  given  below 
or  to  one  of  the  persons  named  in  the  attached 
list,  together  with  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
exact  place,  time,  and  method  of  capture. 

II.  A  reward  of  Is.  6d.  will  be  paid  for  each 
label  taken  from  an  unseasonable  or  unclean  fish 
(or  from  a  fish  which  for  any  other  reason  it  is  not 
practicable  to  send)  provided  the  label  be  sent  to 
the  address  given  below  accompanied  by  full 
particulars  of  the  weight,  length,  sex,  and  condition 
of  the  fish,  of  the  exact  place,  time,  and  method  of 
capture,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
disposed  of. 

III.  A  reward  of  6d.  will  be  paid  for  a  label 
unaccompanied  by  particulars. 

These  experiments  will  be  continued  during  a 
series  of  years,  and  the  co-operation  of  net  fishermen, 
anglers,  fishmongers,  and  all  interested  in  the 
improvement  of  the  salmon  fisheries,  is  invited  in 
order  that  the  fullest  possible  results  may  be 
secured. 

Pkovisional  List  of  Persons  in  the  North  of 
England  who  will  receive  Marked  Fish. 
Mr.  John  Harrington,  Brow  Top,  Blackbeck, 
Beckermet,  Cumberland;  Mr.  Wm.  Snape,  fish- 
monger. Market-street,  Lancaster;  Mtj  Henry 
Raby,  The  Lighthouse,  Gockersands  Abbey,  near 
Lancaster ;  Mr.  Richard  Bagot,  fisherman,  Sunder- 
land Point,  near  Lanctister;  Mr^  John  Raby, 
fisherman,  Overton,  near  Lancaster;  Mr.  M.  Portal, 
Estate  Office,  Beaufiront  Oastle,  Hexham ;  Inspector 
Dagg,  OoUingwood  Cottage,  Tynemouth ;  Mr,  £^  L. 


Turner,  fish  salesman.  Pier,  Whitby;  Mr.  Timothy 
Patton,  Runswick,  Yorkshire;  the  Collector  of 
Fishery  Statistics,  Coastguard  Station,  Robin 
Hood's  Bay,  Yorkshire^ 

Provisional  List  of  Persons  m  Wales 
AND  Monmouthshire  who  will  eeobivb 
Marked  Fishj 

Mr.  W.  Morgan  Griffiths,  St.  Mary-street,  Car- 
marthen ;  Mr.  D.  E.  Stephens,  Trawsmawr,  Car- 
marthen ;  Mr.  Horace  S.  Lyne,  Westgate  Chambers, 
Newport,  Mon. 

Provisional  List  of  Persons  in  the  Sottth 
AND  West  of  England  who  will  eeceivb 

Marked  Fish. 
Messrs.  Hacker,  Michelmore,  and  Wilkinson, 
Market-street,  Newton  Abbot ;  Water  Bailiff  Back, 
Shaldon,  Teignmouth ;  Water  Bailiff  Vance,  Fore- 
street,  Ghudleigh,  Devon ;  Mr.  Mock,  fishmonger, 
Barnstaple ;  Mr.  J.  Prance,  fishmonger.  Mill-street, 
Bideford;  Water  Bailiff  Cavill,  Hatherieigh,  N. 
Devon;  Water  Bailiff  Gregory,  South  Molton, 
Devon;  Mr.  J.  M.  Pope,  Spence  Combe,  Gopple- 
stone,  N.  Devon;  Mr.  J.  F.  Charming,  Church 
House  Inn,  Stoke  Gabriel,  Totnes ;  Mr.  E.  Brimmi- 
combe,  Passage  House  Inn,  Dittisham,  Dartmouth; 
Messrs.  T.  Clarke  and  Son,  Purewell,  Christchurch , 
Hants. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
3,  Delahay -street,  London,  S.W. 
July  27,  1904. 


A  DAY  ON  A  NORWEGIAN  SALMON 
RIVER. 


An  ideal  fishing  day,  the  river  in  perfect  order, 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  water,  and — a  sprained  wrist. 
Cruel  bad  luck  that  wrist — a  hurried  attempt  to 
get  out  of  the  boat,  a  sUppery  rock,  and  a  bad 


twist  to  my  right  hand.  Result,  arm  in  a  slinj;.. 
and  no  prospect  of  fishing  for  what  will  probably 
be  the  best  week  of  the  season — my  first  season  in 
Norway,  too. 

Gloomy  thoughts  such  as  these  did  not  put  me 
in  the  best  of  tempers,  as  I  entered  the  room  that 
does  duty  for  our  dining-room,  which  old  Erik  uses 
for  his  bedroom  during  the  winter.  Even  an 
excellent  breakfast  of  fried  salmon  cutlets,  followed 
by  apple-rings  and  cream,  failed  to  restore  my 
equanimity,  consequently  when  H.  remarked  in 
cheerful  tones,  "No  fishing  for  you  to-day,  my 
boy,"  I  told  him,  more  plainly  than  politely,  that 
such  an  obvious  remark  was  entirely  unnecessary 
and  most  uncalled  for.  John,  who  is  more  sym- 
pathetic, offers  condolences,  and  inquires  whether 
the  EUiman's  did  it  any  good.  No,  the  Elliman's 
did  it  no  good  at  all  After  this  there  is  a  pause, 
imtil  "I  don't  know  what  you  are  to  do  with  your- 
self all  day,'-  says  John  ,  "  but  if  it  would  amuse 
you,  old  man,  you're  welcome  to  come  in  my  boat." 
Here  H.  guffaws  scornfully.  "Yes,  I  know  it's 
poor  fun  watching  another  fellow  fish;  but  still,  it 
is  better  than  sitting  still  doing  nothing."  Now, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  delighted  at  John's  offer, 
for  he  is  a  past-master  in  any  branch  of  fishing 
under  the  sun,  and  it  is  a  pleasure,  especially  for  a 
beginner  Uke  myself,  to  watch  him  cast.  So  I 
accept  gratefully,  and  forthwith  John  departs  to 
fat  his  line. 

Twenty  minutes  later  the  carrioles  are  at  the 
door ;  H.  is  to  fish  the  middle  beat,  starting  at  the 
pool  just  below  the  house,  while  John  has  elected 
to  try  his  luck  "up  above."  A  three-mile  drive 
brings  us  to  the  highest  pool  John  surveys  the 
water  critically,  and  then  selects  a  Baron  from  his 
fly-book.  Meanwhile,  old  Ant,  the  bDatmin,  and 
I  laonoh  the  boat ;  Ant  commands  us  in  emphatio 
tones  to  -'sit  dawo,'*  and  shoves  her  oSi  Nor* 
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wegian  boatmen  are  proverbially  lazy,  nor  is  Ant 
any  exception  to  the  rule.  According  to  his 
nnvarying  custom  he  refuses  to  row  right  up  to  the 
h«ad  of  the  pool  The  usual  altercation  follown, 
and  at  length  Ant  gives  a  resigned  grunt  and  pulls 
up  to  the  required  spot.  Then  John  commences 
operations;  It  is  a  beautiful  bit  of  water,  and  he 
fishes  every  inch  of  it  with  scrupulous  care. 

No  sign  of  a  fish  until  at  the  sixth  cast  there  is 
an  unmistakable  swirl  in  the  water,  and  the  line 
tightens.  I  grip  the  gunwale  excitedly.  "  ()rret." 
snorts  Ant  contemptuously,  and,  sure  enough,  John 
pulls  in  hand  over  hand  a  great,  fat,  three-pound 
trout,  who  is  promptly  knocked  on  the  head,  and 
deposited  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  I  give  a 
•igh  of  disappointment,  but  John  continues  casting 
without  a  word.  He  always  takes  his  fishing  very 
seriously.  At  last,  "You  must  hold  the  boat  while 
the  fly  comes  round.  Ant,  or  it  is  perfectly  useless 
my  fishing  at  alL'3  More  grunts  from  Ant,  and 
mutterings  in  his  mother  tongue.  Just  half-way 
down  the  pool  there  is  a  boil  in  the  water  just 
where  John's  fly  ought  to  be,  and  the  gleam  of  a 
great  silvery  side.  This  is  no  troutlet;  but  "Lax, 
lax,"  cries  Ant,  in  genuine  excitement,  when,  "  Ah !  " 
exclaims  John,  in  real  anguish,  "you  must  hold 
the  boat.  Ant— he  did  hisbestto  take  hold,  but  how 
could  he,  when  the  boat  is  continually  dropping  down 
stream  ?  However,  we'll  give  him  five  minutes,  and 
then  have  another  try  for  him."  Ant  rows  in  to  the 
shore,  and  we  sit  in  solemn  silence.  Assuredly, 
time  never  goes  slower  than  at  such  moments  as 
these  I  At  the  end  of  the  first  minute,  John  says 
mournfully,  "He  felt  the  hook,  I'm  afraid,",  and 
then  a  little  while  after,  "He  was  a  good  fish, 
too!"  At  last,  "Time's  up,'-  says  John,  shutting 
his  watch  with  a  snap ;  "  row  up  a  dozen  yards 
or  BO."  Then  he  begins  work  again,  patiently  and 
methodically.  We  drop  down  stream  a  yard  or 
two  between  each  cast ;  no  sign  of  our  fish.  "  He 
may  hlive  dropped  down  stream  a  bit,"-  says  John, 
and  the  words  were  hairdly  out  of  his  mouth 
when  the  Une  tightened.  "  He's  got  hold  this  time,'-' 
says  John  between  his  teeth,  as  the  reel  screeched 
despairingly.  Straight  down  the  pool  goes  the  fish, 
and  just  at  the  tail  he  jumps  clean  out  of  the  water 
like  a  hound  jumping  a  gate.  "Thirty  pound  if 
he's  an  ounce,-'  I  shouted  excitedly.  "  Thirty-five,'3 
Bays  John,  and  then,  "By  Jove,  he's  going  down 
the  rapid."-  But  the  fish  thinks  better  of  it,  and 
sheers  off  towards  the  opposite  bank,  where  he 
oonunences  to  cruise  round  and  round  in  circles. 
Ant,  thinking  the  end  is  near,  tries  to  row  in  to 
land,  but  John  stops  him  just  in  time,  for  the  fish  is 
off  again,  this  time  upstream.  There  is  perilously 
little  line  left  on  John's  reel,  and  though  old  Ant 
rows  hard  that  little  is  diminishing  fast.  At  last 
the  fish  slows  down,  and  allows  himself  to  be  reeled 
up  to  within  about  thirty  yards  of  the  boat.  A  few 
more  short  rushes,  and  then  John  gives  the  order  for 
the  shore.  Gently  does  it,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  we 
are  safe  on  dry  land.  Just  as  John  steps  out  of 
the  boat,  however,  the  fish  thinks  fit  to  make 
another  dash  for  liberty,  and  John  has  to  follow 
him  as  best  he  can.  Old  Ant,  dancing  with  excite- 
ment, brandishes  the  gaff,  murmuring  distractedly 
the  while,  "  Megget  store  fitske,  megget  store  fiske,'- 
for  on  this  river  the  fish  run  small,  and  anything 
above  301b.  is  a  very  good  fish  indeed.  s^Now 
then.  Ant,  where's  that  gaff  ?  comes  from  John 
upstream,  and  I  know  by  his  tone  that  he  has  his 
fish  well  in  hand.  Ant  hops  over  the  rocks  with 
remarkable  agiUty,  and  very  soon  John  brings  his 
fish  right  up  to  him.  One  deft  stroke,  and  the 
old  boatman  has  the  fish  safe  on  the  bank;  In 
tremendous  excitement — for  a  fish  over  301b.  means 
five  krone  to  the  boatman — he  knocks  him  on  the 
head,  and  holds  him  up  on  the  spring-balance. 
He  is  a  splendid  fish  with  the  sea-Uce  stiU  on  him. 
"281b.,  301b.,  321b.,  33Jlb.,V.  reads  John,  and  Ant 
gasps,  ^'The  best  fish  I  have  killed  for  six 
seasons,''  continues  John,  *Jand  he  played  for  five 
and  forty  minutes.  And  now  we'll  lunch.''  So 
beneath  the  shade  of  a  rock  we  discuss  the  Pilsener 
beer  and  sandwiches,  which  always  constitute  our 
luncheon. 

A  quiet  pipe  and  then  on  again.  At  the  head  of 
the  rapid  an  old  merganser  and  her  brood  fly 
B<iuawking  before  the  boat,  while  a  disreputable- 
looking  hooded  crow  flaps  away  from  the  neigh- 
bouring birch-copse  with  a  dismal  croak.  The  next 
pool  produces  two  nice  little  fish,  each  of  about 
141b.,  and  then  John  gets  hold  of  a  good  fish  just 
below  a  rock  in  the  taU  of  the  pool,  but  loses  him 
just  »8  be  iB| bringing  him  in  to  the  gaff.   The  next 


pool,  which  usually  holds  fish,  is  blank  for  once  in 
a  way.  and  then  comes  another  good  fight  with  a 
20-pounder,  which  is  eventually  landed.  All  this 
while  I  sit  devoured  with  envy  at  John's  skill, 
wondering  why  I  can't  kill  fish  to  the  extent  he 
does. 

While  we  are  fishing  the  last  pool  H.  appears  on 
the  bank  with  a  shout  of  "  What  luck  ?  "  He  has 
kiUed  two  fish  of  181b.  and  221b.  (the  last  with  the 
prawn),  and  lost  two  or  three  more.  John,  mean- 
while, has  exchanged  his  Baron  for  a  Dusty  Miller, 
which  produces  a  fish  at  the  second  cast.  This 
proves  to  be  a  grilse — our  first  grilse  this  season. 
And  so  home  to  dinner,  where  we  drink  to  our 
favourite  sport,  like  Mr.  Jorrocks  and  his  immortal 
huntsman  did  to  theirs ;  then  we  discuss  the  day's 
papers  over  a  glass  of  whiskey  toddy,  till  John, 
with  a  prodigious  yawn,  makes  a  move  for  bed. 

0.  M.  S. 


"  BKITISH  SALT  WATER  FISH."  • 


Some  of  the  coloured  illustrations  of  sea-fish  in 
that  indefatigable  writer  Mr.  P.  G.  Aflalo's  new 
work,  entitled,  "  British  Salt  Water  Fish.'l  are 
admirable ;  in  fact,  we  have  never  seen  better. 
The  work  forms  the  new  volume  in  Messrs; 
Hutchinson's  "Wobum  library,'^  edited  by  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  K.G.  Anglers  will,  of 
course,  regret  that  exigencies  of  space  made  it 
impossible  to  do  as  was  so  admirably  done  in  the 
companion  volume  on  "  Fresh- water  Fish,"-  by  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell — namely,  with  the  natural 
history  give  an  account  of  methods  of  angling  for 
the  different  fish.  But  Mr.  Aflalo  had  his  work 
cut  out  to  get  in  descriptions  of  some  200  British 
salt  water  fish ;  this  he  has  done  so  well  that  his 
volume  makes  an  admirable  general  book  of 
reference — not,  of  course,  sufi&cient,  or,  indeed, 
intended,  for  the  student,  but  admirably  suited  for 
those  for  whom  this  Woburn  library  of  Natural 
History  was  designed  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford — 
namely,  those  who,  although  not  having  the  taste, 
capacity,  or  leisure  for  scientific  study  of  natural 
history,  yet  feel  that  some  knowledge  of  the 
processes  and  products  of  Nature  increases  the 
enjoyment  of  life.  These  Woburn  Library 
volumes  are  so  admirably  produced  that  it  is  a 
marvel  to  us  how  they  can  be  sold  at  the  price — 
a  well-bound  quarto  of  over  300  pages,  with  first- 
rate  illustrations  of  fish  in  colours,  ia  certainly  very 
cheap  at  12s.  6d. 

In  a  short  chapter  on  sea-fish  culture,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  refers  to  the  little  that  has  been  done  in 
that  direction — at  any  rate,  with  any  practical 
result.  With  the  single  instance  of  the  American 
success  with  shad  culture,  which  has  been  very 
great,  our  efforts  to  assist  Nature  in  increasing  salt 
water  fish  have  led  only  to  disappointment,  even 
with  the  salmon  and  sea-trout,  which  only  wander 
into  the  sea  to  feed,  in  spite  of  general  statements 
to  the  contrary ;  the  fact  that  no  satisfactory  proof 
of  increase  can  be  adduced  is  most  disappointing. 
The  recent  report  from  America  that  marked 
smolts  have  been  recaptured  as  271b.  salmon  seems 
to  have  a  fish- tale  ring  about  it. 

THE  FISHING  CLUB. 


A  Practical  Lkttek  by  Dudley  Vivian. 

"Dear  Charley, — I  have  just  been  down,  to 
have  a  look  at  that  bit  of  water  of  yours.  It  is  a 
pretty  stretch,  but  unfortunately  there  are  no  fiish, 
except  in  the  weir  pool,  which  runs  through  the  last 
field. 

"  I  don't  see  how  I  can  get  a  tenant  for  you  at 
present,  but  much  the  best  thing  for  you  to  do  is 
to  get  up  a  nice  Uttle  club. 

"  I  could  supply  you  with  a  few  fish,  and  you 
must  not  have  anything  under  31b.,  because  fellows 
don't  care  a  rush  for  anything  smaller. 

?'Now  I  have  thought  out  a  few  rules  which  I 
may  as  well  give  you.  I  fancy  they  are  quite 
sporting,  and  will  suit  the  kind  of  club  I  am 
thinking  of.    Here  they  are: — 

"1.  That  the  club  be  known  as  'The  Angler's 
Hope.2    They  won't  get  many  fish ! 

"2.  No  member  shall  be  eUgible  who  is  under 
forty  years  of  age. 

*"  British  Salt  Water  Fish."  By  fT  G.  Afltdo. 
With  coloured  plates.  London:  Hutchinson  and 
Co. 


"  3.  Subscription  to  be  £100  a  year  and  an  extra 
£5  at  the  end  of  the  season  if  the  secretary  calls 
for  it.    ♦  We  must  be  select  at  all  costs.' 

"4.  That  only  catches  made  by  paid-up  sub- 
scribers shall  be  mentioned  in  the  sporting  papers. 

"  5.  That  the  season  shall  commence  as  soon  as 
the  members  consider  the  weather  genial,  and  end 
when  the  members  get  discouraged. 

"6.  That  no  member  shall  fish  that  stretch  of 
water  known  as  the  'Weir  Pool,'  which  shall  be 
strictly  reserved  for  the  secretary. 

"7.  That  subscribers  shall  be  allowed  to  fish 
before  sunrise  and  any  time  during  the  night  as 
long  as  they  do  not  disturb  the  water  by  wading. 

"  8.  That  immediately  a  member  hooks  a  fish  he 
shall  blow  his  whistle,  so  that  any  members  fishing 
at  that  critical  moment  shall  be  able  to  hurry 
down  to  see  him  lose  it. 

"9,  That  no  fish  shall  be  retained  which  weighs 
under  31b.,  and  that  if  any  are  hooked  under  that 
weight  they  shall  be  marked  with  a  tag  denoting 
weight,  date  of  capture,  number  of  scales,  and 
general  appearance ;  the  same  to  be  entered  in  the 
club  books.  The  fish  being  then  gently  returned 
to  the  water, 

"  10.  (a)  That  on  no  account  shall  a  landing  net 
be  used,  (b)  Only  the  natural  fly  to  be  allowed, 
and  if  there  is  a  scarcity  of  flies  on  the  wing  that 
the  nearest  butcher  shall  supply  a  proper  quantity 
of  bluebottles. 

"  1 1.  That  any  member  discovered  climbing  any 
of  the  timber  in  his  shirt  sleeves  shall  give  a  hand- 
some donation  to  the  club  (the  amount  to  be  settled 
by  the  secretary). 

"12.  That  any  member  taking  more  than  one 
brace  of  fish  in  a  day  shall  be  requested  to  resign. 

"  13.  That  any  member  failing  to  catch  a  fish 
during  three  consecutive  days  shall  be  dined  at  the 
expense  of  the  club. 

"  14.  That  any  member  requiring  refreshments 
shall  press  the  electric  bells  (to  be  placed  on  trees 
at  convenient  spots  and  connected  up  with  the 
club-house). 

"  15.  That  both  chairs  and  camp  stools  shall  be 
provided  for  the  members  who  are  too  old  to  fish 
on  foot. 

"  16.  That  members  wishing  to  confer  with  the 
secretary  must  first  apply  for  an  appointment, 
stating  their  business  in  writing. 

"17.  That  members  shall  wear  the  costume  of 
the  club — namely,  white  duck  suit  and  silver 
buttons,  white  straw  hat  with  hat  band  embroi- 
dered with  a  red  trout.  Also  they  shall  carry  a 
large  whistle. 

"  18.  That  a  photographer  shall  always  be  on 
the  spot  in  case  anyone  cares  to  have  his  dish  of 
fish  photographed. 

"19.  That  all  guests  shall  be  made  welcome 
except  fishing  guests. 

"  These  rules  are  essential  I  think,  and  if  you 
know  of  any  others  which  consider  the  comfort  of 
the  members  more  especially,  and  tend  to  the  con- 
sumption of  refreshments,  let  me  know. 

"Now  as  to  the  club-house.  You  might  start 
and  build  it  as  soon  as  possible.  First,  you  must 
have  a  good  room  for  the  secretary ;  he  is  to  have 
every  consideration,  and  you  arrange  the  house 
so  that  he  has  easy  access  to  the  cellar — this  is 
most  important.  He  ought  to  have  a  suite  of 
rooms,  which  would  mean  sitting-room,  bedroom, 
bath-room,  and  private  entrance.  Office  hours 
from  11  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  with  usual  luncheon 
interval. 

"There  must  be  a  Turkish  bath,  X-ray  room,  and » 
piscatorial  Ubrary  and  museum,  soda-water  foun- 
tains, a  very  choice  lot  of  cigars  and  liquors,  of 
course.  With  regard  to  the  cigars  and  liquors  I 
can  introduce  you  to  the  very  best  firms.  As  to 
the  dining-hall  that  must  be  turned  out  in  true 
piscatorial  style,  the  walls  frescoed  with  typical 
scenes  of  notable  fights  with  large  trout.  And  by 
the  way,  don't  you  think  that  trout  dirmers  once  a 
month  (we  shall  have  to  import  the  fish)  should  be 
served  to  the  members  and  their  guests?  We 
might  offer  a  special  banquet  to  any  of  our  mem- 
bers who  catch  one  of  our  3-pounder8.  Also  we 
might  have  a  covered  in  casting  alley  for  bad 
weather,  so  that  the  members  should  not  forget 
how  to  throw  a  fly. 

"And  the  secretary,  if  he  thinks  there  is  any- 
thing in  it,  might  nm  a  fishing  tackle  shop  of  his 
own,  in  which  case,  of  course,  members  would  be 
expected  to  buy  their  tackle  there  and  nowhere 
else.'  The  secretary  will  always  act  as  caterer,  and 
servants'  tips  must  pass  through  his  hands  only. 
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."Now,  I  have  left  the  main  thing  for  the  last — 
the  stocking  of  the  water,  which  is  a  very  difficult 
thing  and  requires  a  thoroughly  experienced  hand. 
You  must  have  the  regular  bro\ra  brook  trout  and 
a  good  sprinkling  of  rainbow  fish ;  the  latter  give 
variety  to  the  fishing.  These  fish  ought  to  be  fed 
every  day  with  liver  and  lights  and  worms,  to  give 
them  a  lift  on. 

"  But,  besides  these,  I  have  my  eye  on  a  special 
breed  of  fish  weighing  about  31b.,  which  will  be  a 
great  addition  to  the  water ;  they  are  made  of  tin, 
beautifully  enamelled  and  artistically  painted.  I 
propose  to  wire  these  fish  in  the  belly  and  lead  the 
ends  of  the  wires,  so  that  they  may  be  partly 
anchored ;  I  should  let  them  down  into  some  of 
the  most  hkely  places,  leaving  them  about  2ft. 
beneath  the  water.  The  mechanical  organs  of 
these  fish  produce  a  lifelike  motion  of  the  mouth, 
fins,  and  tail ;  it  wiU  be  necessary  to  wind  them  up 
every  fortnight — of  course,  the  bailiff  can  do  this. 
These  fish  will  be  an  enormous  source  of  encourage- 
ment to  the  members,  and  I  should  not  be  in  the 
least  surprised  if  the  water  is  over  fished  the  first 
season. — Yours  sincerely,  "Frank. 

"P.S. — Of  course,  I  am  to  be  secretary!  '-- 


WATEK-SPIDEKS  AND 
WATER-WOKMS.* 


CHAPTER  XV.— continued. 

Though  these  spiders  can  Hve  upon  land,  they 
spend  the  greater  portion  of  their  time  under  water, 
where  they  construct  most  ingenious  and  curious 
homes  or  nests.  It  is  quite  an  interesting  sight 
to  watch  one  of  these  v^ery  intelligent  creatures 
make  its  nest.  First  of  aU,  it  begins  by  weaving  a 
web  between  the  branches  of  an  aquatic  plant,  or 
between  a  stone  and  one  side  of  the  vessel  in  which 
it  is  confined,  or  in  some  similar  position.  When 
the  web  is  completed,  the  Argyroneta  ascends  to 
the  surface  of  the  water,  ^nd  protrudes  above  it  the 
extremity  of  its  abdomen,  and,  with  a  jerky  move- 
ment, obtains  a  bubble  of  air,  which  it  holds  between 
the  latter  part  of  its  body  and  its  crossed  hinder- 
most  legs.  The  spider  then  descends  with  the 
bubble  of  air,  and  discharges  it  within  the  web 
which  it  has  woven.  In  this  way  many  other 
l)ut)bles  of  air  are  Vjrought  beneath  the  surface  of 
the  water  and  placed  inside  the  web,  which  after  a 
'ime,  owing  to  the  accumulation  of  air  within  it, 

-umes  the  shape  and  often  the  size  of  a  lady's 
i  I  limbic  {see  Fig.  184).    In  making  these  journeys 


Fig.  184.    \Vatj;k-spider  (Aegyroneta 
aquatica)  and  Nkst. 


tVjr  air  the  spider  climbs  up  and  down  a  thread 
which  it  has  stretched  between  the  nest  and  the 
surface  of  the  water.  The  journeys  are  long  or 
liort  according  to  the  depth  at  which  the  Argy- 
■  iieta  constructs  its  nest,  for  they  are  sometimes 
j>laced  quite  close  to  the  surface  of  the  water  (an 
example  of  such  a  position  is  seen  in  the  illustra- 
tion), occasionally  very  near  to  its  bottom,  but  more 
1  rcquently  midway  between  these  two  positions.  In 
one  of  these  subaqueous  homes  the  Argyroneta 
spends  the  greater  part  of  the  winter.  I  have  had 
several  spiders  which  have  remained  in  their  nests 
under  water  for  three  or  four  months  without 
either  moving  or  taking  food. 

When  the  female  Argyroneta  wishes  to  lay  her 
eggs,  she  either  enlarges  her  old  nest  or  builds  an 
entirely  new  one.  The  enlargement  is  effected  by 
spinning  an  addition  of  web  to  its  lower  part,  which 
she  fills  or  inflates  with  air  as  soon  as  it  is  completed. 

*  From  "Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Gresjory  C.  Batornan,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fishing  OazeUe  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 


The  male  Spider  often  makes  a  new  nest  for  himself 
near  to  the  one  which  his  lady-love  has  constructed 
or  enlarged  for  her  eggs.  The  eggs  are  enveloped 
in  a  kind  of  cocoon,  which  is  fastened  to  the  inside 
of  the  nest.  The  young  spiders  appear,  according 
to  the  temperature  of  the  water,  in  about  a  fort- 
night. Almost  directly  they  leave  the  nest  in 
which  they  have  been  bom  they  begin  to  construct 
small  homes  of  web  and  air  for  themselves.  Water- 
Spiders  feed  either  upon  terrestrial  or  aquatic 
animals,  and  for  the  former  they  often  leave  the 
water.  The  Argyroneta  while  in  confinement  may 
be  provided  with  house-fhes  and  small  aquatic 
insects.  Their  appetites,  however,  are  very  un- 
certain ;  sometimes  they  will  eagerly  seize  flies 
which  have  been  thrown  to  them  and  drag  them 
within  their  nests,  soon  to  turn  them  out  again, 
sucked  dry  of  all  then-  juices.  At  other  times  they 
will  disregard  all  food,  however  tempting  it  may  be. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  these  inteUigent  little  crea- 
tures are  occasionally  guilty  of  cannibalism.  More 
than  once  I  have  noticed  that  when  several  of  them 
have  been  confined  in  the  same  carefully-covered 
aquarium  their  numbers  have  gradually  diminished, 
until  only  one  or  two  of  them  have  been  left.  One 
sex  is  not  more  guilty  than  the  other  of  this  un- 
natural practice. 

Vallisneria  spiralis  is  about  the  most  suitable 
plant  to  place  in  an  aquarium  which  is  to  contain 
these  Spiders.  If  possible  there  should  be  no  other 
animals  associated  with  the  Argyronetae,  except 
those  which  are  intended  for  their  food.  A  large 
snail  is  very  Ukely  to  disturb  the  subaqueous  nests 
and  set  free  the  air  which  they  contain  ;  while  a  fish 
would  be  greatly  tempted  to  devoiir  a  spider.  If 
the  small  tank  which  is  set  apart  for  the  Argy- 
ronetae is  properly  situated  in  regard  to  light,  little 
or  no  confervas  will  interfere  with  the  clearness  of 
either  the  glass  or  the  water  ;  and  the  interesting 
habits  of  these  animals  cannot  of  course  be  satis- 
factorily watched  unless  both  the  glass  and  the 
water  are  perfectly  transparent.  This  trans- 
parency is  easily  maintained.  For  example,  the 
water  of  the  aquarium  in  which  I  had  some  Spiders 
was  not  changed  for  nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  year,  and 
it  seemed  to  be  just  as  clear  then  as  it  was  upon  the 
day  I  first  introduced  it.  This  aquarium  was 
covered  with  glass  in  such  a  way  that  air  could  be 
freely  admitted,  and  it  was  placed  about  6ft.  from 
a  window  wliich  faced  due  east.  In  this  position 
the  light  was  quite  good  enough  to  allow  all  the 
movements  of  the  Spiders  to  be  seen,  and  not  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  cause  the  growth  of  the  sight- 
impeding  confervas.  Other  aquaria  were  in  the 
same  position,  and  all  were  as  perfectly  clear  as 
tliis  one,  and  gave  little  or  no  trouble.  These  cir- 
cumstances are  mentioned  here  in  order  that 
novices  in  aquarium  matters  may  not  think  that  it 
requires  any  skill  to  preserve  the  water  of  small 
portable  tanks  in  a  perfectly  clear  and  bright  con- 
dition. A  Uttlo  care  is  the  only  thing  necessary  to 
attain  this  end. 

Argyronetae  often  remain  above  the  surface  of  the 
water,  especially  when  first  placed  in  an  aquarium. 
However,  after  a  day  or  two,  if  they  are  healthy, 
they  will  enter  the  water  and  begin  to  construct 
their  nests.  The  vessels  in  which  these  animals  are 
confined  should  be  covered,  or  they  will  escape. 
When  ffies  are  not  taken  by  the  spiders  after  they 
have  been  upon  the  surface  of  the  water  for  a  day, 
they  should  be  removed. 

While  hunting  for  specimens  for  the  aquarium, 
one  frequently  notices  some  curious  little  spider-like 
creatures  less  than  -Jin.  long.  Tliey  are  often  called 
"  Water-Spiders."  This,  however,  is  not  a  correct 
name  to  give  them,  for  though  they  are  members  of 
the  order  Acarina,  of  the  class  Arachnida,  the  title 
"  Water-Spider  "  properly  belongs  to  their  larger 
relatives  the  Argyronetae,  which  have  just  been 
described.  These  Hydrachnidae,  or  "  Water-Mites," 
are  pretty,  active  httle  creatures  of  various  colours, 
and  very  suitable  for  small  aquaria.  Some  of  them 
are  able  to  swim  freely  about  the  water,  while  others 
spend  their  time  crawling  over  its  bottom  or  the 
aquatic  weeds.  The  Water-Mites  are  not  found  in 
any  great  number,  only  two  or  three  being  as  a  rule 
taken  at  one  time,  but  they  are  by  no  means  rare. 
The  Hydrachnidae  when  mature  possess  eight  legs, 
affixed  to  a  body  which  may  be  said  to  be  without 
segments  or  division  of  any  kind.  The  female 
Hydrachna  lays  her  eggs  upon  the  stem  of  a  water- 
plant.  The  young  Mites  which  come  from  these 
eggs  are  very  different  in  formation  from  their 
parents.  They  have  six  legs,  and  not  eight,  and 
what  appears  to  be  a  large  head,  but  which  is  better 


described  as  a  largo  suctorial  apparatus.  By 
means  of  this  apparatus  the  larvae  are  able  to  cling 
to  larger  aquatic  animals,  upon  which  they  live  as 
parasites.  They  are  not  seldom  found  attached  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  (beneath  the  elytra) 
of  the  water-beetle  (Dytiacua  marginalie)  or  to  the 
long  caudal  filaments  of  the  wat«r- scorpions 
{Ranatra  linearis  and  Nepa  cinerea).  After  living 
for  a  certain  time  as  parasites  the  larvae  become 
pupae,  and  pass  then  through  a  period  of  inactivity 
before  they  make  their  final  change  and  emerge  as 
perfect  eight-legged  Mites,  The  colours  of  full- 
grown  Mites  are  various,  but  generally  they  are  of 
bright  red,  marked  with  black  or  brown  spots.  A 
magnifying-glass  is  necessary  to  see  the  markings 
plainly.  Hydrachnidae  should  be  kept  in  small 
glass  vessels,  in  which  there  is  a  healthy  aquatic 
plant.  They  are  very  predaceous,  and  ought  to  be 
provided  with  cyclops,  water-fleas,  and  the  like,  as 
food.  The  Mite's  manner  of  seizing  its  prey  is 
interesting. 

Aquatic  Worms  are  not  as  a  rule  considered 
either  ornamental  or  desirable  in  an  aquariunu 
Some  of  them,  however,  are  very  useful  there,  and 
by  no  means  uninteresting.  For  instance,  the 
Naidce  are  active  and  graceful  little  creatures. 
They  seem  to  be  nearly  always  in  motion,  spending 
the  greater  part  of  their  time  either  in  crawlmg  over 
weeds  or  swimming  through  the  water.  Their 
movements  are  assisted  by  small  bristles,  which  are 
distributed  over  various  portions  of  their  bodies.; 
Their  average  length  may  be  said  to  be  about  ^in., 
and  they  have  great  powers  of  elongation  and  con- 
traction, especially  with  regard  to  their  head, 
which  can  be  easily  distinguished  from  the  rest  of 
the  body.  They  are  both  oviparous  and  multiply 
by  spontaneous  division.  Their  food  chiefly  con- 
sists of  water-fleas  and  other  minute  animals.  These 
restless  Uttle  worms  can  generally  be  found  near  or 
among  the  roots  of  aquatic  plants.  A_  Naid  Worm 
is  a  very  interesting  object  under  a  microscope,  its 
bristles,  of  which  there  are  two  kinds,  being  beauti- 
fully transparent. 

As  one  goes  about  the  country  during  the  spring 
and  summer  months  he  will  be  almost  certain  to 
notice,  if  at  all  observant  of  nature,  patches  of  red 
at  the  bottom  of  shallow  pools  of  water.  These  red 
patches  are  caused  by  the  congregation  of  many 
small,  interesting,  and  useful  worms  {Tubifex 
rivulorum),  known  commonly  as  the  River  or 
Summer  Worm.  If  the  water  above  them  is  dis- 
turbed, they  will  immediately  disappear  by  uith- 
ch-awing  themselves  into  their  burrows  in  the  soft 
mud.  They  soon,  however,  recover  from  their 
fright,  come  out  again,  and  at  once  recommence  the 
restless  movements  which,  with  their  numbers  and 
bright  colour,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  passer- 
by. It  is  the  tail-end  of  the  animal  which  is  pro- 
truded out  of  the  mud.  The  skin  of  these  woi-ms 
is  so  thin  and  transparent  that  not  only  can  the 
blood  be  seen  through  it — hence  the  title  of  "  red  ''■ — 
but  also  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  creatures 
may  be  plainly  observed.  The  Ufe-histoiy  of  T. 
rivulorum  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  common 
earth-worm,  to  which  it  is  closely  alUed.  It  is  not 
only  found  in  ponds  and  pools,  but  also  in  the 
Thames  and  other  rivers. 

{To  he  continued.) 


AMEEICAN  NOTES. 


Do  Tkotjt  Remember  7 
Do  trout  remember,  or,  rather,  have  they  what 
we  call  mind  ?  Do  fish  that  inhabit  hard-fished 
waters  breed  shy  progeny  ?  Is  there  anything  in 
the  doctrine  of  heredity  as  appUed  to  trout  ?  I 
presume  that  many  English  chalk-stream  fishers 
would  reply  in  the  affirmative,  but  the  angler  who 
follows  his  sport  on  rough  streams  and  forest  lakes 
may  give  a  different  answer.  I  have  been  much 
interested  during  the  past  two  years  in  noticing  how 
many  men  are  using  small  ffies  for  the  salmon  and 
large  trout  of  the  ilaine  lakes.  In  1900  a  friend 
wrote  me  from  the  Rangeleys  that  he  had  had  good 
sport  vrith  ffies  tied  on  No.  8  hooks,  when  a  larger 
size  was  useless.  We  then  sent  him  a  few  fancies  of 
our  own,  dressed  on  small  hooks,  and  he  returned 
one  of  them  showing  the  scars  of  battle,  which  he 
said  had  proved  very  attractive  to  the  salmon, 
killing  the  largest  fish.  It  was  a  plain  little  fly: 
tail,  a  few  sprigs  of  ibis  over  gold  tinsel ;  peacock 
herl  body,  with  red-brown  hackle  and  wings,  just  a 
scrap  of  white  showing  as  underwing ;  sides,  small 
jungle  fowU 
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I  x^Last  season  ivery  small!^flie8"'^were^the  fashion, 
some  of  the  ^most  suocessfui  fishermen  preferring 
hooks  as  small  ^as  No.  12  (old  style),  and  the  largest 
trout  were  taken  with  small  patterns.  This  size 
would  not  be  considered  small  in  England  and 
Scotland,  but  the  difference  is  very  great  when 
comparison  is  made  with  the  flies  used  when  I  was 
in  Maine  years  ago.  Then  No.  2  was  perhaps  the 
most  popular  size  for  large  fish,  and  smaller  than 
No.  6  was  seldom  seen  on  a  cast  of  flies.  In  Mr. 
Henry  P.  Wells's  excellent  work  on  "  Fly  Rods  and 
Fly  Tackle,"  published  in  1886,  large  hooks  are 
advised.  ^j^Has  the  change  been  made  necessary  by 
the  increasing  shyness  and  higher  education  of  the 
trout, -or  is  it  the  fishermen  who  have  changed  their 
tastes  ?  In  1885  the  Parmacheene  Belle  was  (as  I 
think  Mr.  Wells  says)  the  queen  of  the  Maine  lakes. 
Ijwas  offered  costly  salmon  flies  in  exchange  for  my 
inexpensive  Belles,  and  they  killed  in  all  conditions 
of  weather  and  water.    It  is  a  very  showy  fly,  and 

I I  remember  having  <lgreat  sport  with  it,  driving 
tandem  with  a  scarlet  ibis  next  the  wheel,  both  flies 
on  No.  3  hooks.  What  a  combination  to  put  up  for 
the  man  who  believes  in  imitating  the  fly  on  the 
water,  and  whose  experience  has  been  confined  to 
streams  where  there  is  usually  something  to  imitate ! 
These  flies  are  lures,  though  I  have  had  a  trout  of 
more  than  a  pound  in  weight  rise  and  suck  in  the 
scarlet  ibis  when  it  was  dibbled  on  the  top  of  the 
water. 

There  came  a  day,  however,  when  the  smallest 
brook  flies  distinguished  themselves  by  killing  a 
large  basket  of  trout.  The  air  had  been  very  still 
for  many  days ;  nothing  but  catspaws  had  ruffled 
the  smooth  surface  of  the  lake ;  no  fish  had  been 
taken,  but  they  could  be  seen  rising  when  the  long 
shadows  feU  far  across  the  water;  In  a  short 
evening's  fishing  I  took  all  the  trout  I  desired  with 
small  dims  ;  the  favourite  combinations  of  bright 
feathers  were  entirely  useless^  I  was  on  my  way 
out,  and  only  fished  to  obUge  a  woman  who  was 
very  anxious  to  carry  some  trout  home  with  her. 

On,_a  well -stocked  stream,  where  there  is  a  good 
deal^  of  still  or  slow-flowing  water,  and  which  is  not 
constantly  rising  and  faJiing,  as  mountain  rivers 
usually  ^are,  the  trout  soon  pick  up,  or  remember, 
an  education,  and  are  not  to  be  taken  by  the  tyro. 
On  the  mountain  stream  they  seem  to  lose  a  portion 
of  their  shyness  during  every  rise  of  water,  parti- 
cularly if  it  has  been  discoloured  for  a  time.  Low 
water  makes  shy  fish,  yet  the  most  enjoyable  sport 
to  many  of  us  is  had  on  these  streams  when  the 
water  is  low  and  clear; 

Habits  off  Teoot  Vaey^ 

The  habits  of  trout  vary  so  greatly  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  that  one  would  have  to  be  an 
angler  of  vast  experience  to  speak  with  authority. 
We  should  not  become  hide-bound  or  allow  our 
minds  to  be  filled  with  prejudice  because  we  have 
been  a  fly  fisher  for  many  years.  Prejudice  is  the 
vice  of  Uttle  minds,  and  we  may  learn  something 
from  nearly  everyone  ;jWe  meet.  On  visiting  a 
stream  for  the<|first  time  avail  yoiirself  of  the  local 
knowledge  of  the  best  native  fishermen  you  can  find. 
From  a  few  post-mortem  examinations  of  the 
stomachs  of  trout  much  can  be  learned.  I  t  have 
known  a  country  lad  who  did  this  who  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  thing  as  dissection.  He  is  to-day 
one  of  the  best  shots  and  most  successful  fishermen 
in  .the  county  in  which  he  lives. 

The  first  and  second  editions  of  Ronald's  "  Fly 
Fishers'  Entomology '-'  give  the  best  coloured  illus- 
trations of  natural  flies  we  have  seen,  though  pub- 
lished so  many  years  ago;  The  plates  in  the  modem 
edition  are  worthless.  An  old  Yorkshire  angler, 
named  Michael  Theakstone,  wrote  a  curious  and 
interestingsbook  on  the  water  flies,  which  was  illus- 
trated by  his  daughter  and  edited  by  Mr.  F.  M. 
Walbran,  of  Leeds;  He  adopted  a  system  of 
classification  and  nomenclature  entirely  his  own. 
It  is  a  common-sense  system,  too,  and  is  in  many 
respects  more  reasonable  than  the  one  to  which  we 
are  accustomed.  However,  it  will  never  be  gene- 
rally adopted,  and  many  of  Theakstone's  descrip- 
tions are  vague  and  hard  to  follow.  The  best  of 
artificial  fhes  are  by  no  means  perfect,  but  I  believe 
that  if  colour  and  size  are  attended  to  the  trick  can 
be  turned.  Of  course,  when  the  trout  are  feeding 
steadily  upon  minute  insects,  invisible  perhaps  on 
the  surface  of  the  stream,  they^are^almost  beyond 
our  wiles; .  StiU  they -are  worth  trying  for,  and  a 
midge  or  a  epeoial  pattern  may  give  us  a  few 


TiMH  TO  GO  FlSHTNa  WaNTBD. 

The  first  desideratum  is  to  find  time  to  go  fishing. 
There  is  the  rub  in  the  case  of  most  of  us.  We  are 
soltied  down 'to  the 'pursuit  of  the  essential  dollar 
that  we^lose  the  best  and  most  innocent  pleasures 
that  this  old  earth  affords.  Time  flies  so  fast  after 
youth  is  past  that  we  cannot  accomplish  one-half 
the  many  things  we  have  in  mind,  or  indeed  one- 
half  our  duties.  The  only  safe  and  sensible  plan  is 
to  make  other  things  give  way  to  the  essentials,  and 
the  first  of  these  is  fly  fishing.  There  are  few  men 
so  wise  as  Henry  Thoreau.  I  do  not  think  that  he 
was  a  great  angler,* but  he  made  time  for  the  life 
which  he  desired  to  hve  and  considered  best  for  his 
own  peculiar  genius.  If  we  were  satisfied  to  Uve  in 
a  $28.00  house  and  rest 'contented  with  the  simple 
fare  which  was  all  that  Thoreau  found  necessary  to 
preserve  his  health  and  strength,  we  would  be  able 
to'fiflh  as  often  as  we  have  a  mind  to.  I  confess 
that  I  am  not  fond  of  fishing  in  preserved  water ; 
yet  , the  day  is  fast 'approaching  when  no  one  will  be 
able  to  cast  a  Une  in  any  of  the  streams  of  the 
middle  States  without  joining  a  club  or  making 
payment  in  some  way.  Posting  (against  trespassers) 
is  becoming  almost  universal,  and  long  stretches  of 
our  best  rivers  tire  being  bought  up  every  year. 
This  is  usually  done  by  purchasing  a  few  yards  of 
land  upon  both  banks.  Sometimes  the  property  is 
simply  leased  for.^a  period  of  years.  Many  of  the 
streams  now  closed  were  stocked  at  the  pubUc 
expense  from  State  hatcheries,  and  at  one  time  it 
was  quite  generally  believed  that  such  would  remain 
free.  This  proves  not  to  have  been  the  case  I 
believe.  The  development  is  a  natural  one  of  the 
times  we  live  in  I  presume  ;  yet  I  confess  that  I  do 
not  like  it.  If  all  waters  had  remained  free,  perhaps 
they  would  not  have  endured  successfully  the  on- 
slaughts of  the  fast-growing  army  of  anglers.  I 
know  not.    Good  luck  :  I  drink  your  health. 

By  Theodore  Goedon. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  *c. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genkbal  Rkmabkb. — The  rain  which 
fell  on  Aug.  17  up  till  3  p.m.  was  very  welcome  to 
anglers,  for  the  river  was  becoming  very  clear  and 
£>lack.  Of  course,  the  effect  will  not^be  great,  but 
every  little  helps.  Some  anglers  do  not  expect  very 
great  things  in  the  way  of  sport  until  the  river  haa 
been  thoroughly  flushed.  However,  though  sport 
has  not  as  a  rule  been  good,  bream  have  been  feed- 
ing well  in  baited  swims.  The  heaviest  fish  I  hear 
of  was  caught  from  the  deep  water  near  the  Kingston 
Tea  Gardens  on  Aug.  15  by  Master  Jack  Rogers,  aged 
eleven.  He  is  the  "young  hopeful"  of  the  Hon. 
Sec.  of  the  K.P.S.,  and  accompanied  his  father  to 
the  swim,  which  is  baited  by  Bert  Wells,  the  local 
professional.  Whilst  his  father  left  the  rod  (there 
was  a  light  ledger  out,  baited  with  paste)  Master  Jack 
saw  the  rod  top  bend  and  struck  the  fish.  After 
carefully  playing' it  the  bream  was  safely  landed, 
and  scaled  41b.  8^oz, — a  very  good  fish.  The  Hon. 
Sec.  caught  the  same  evening  twenty  bream,  averag- 
ing 21b.  each,  and  two  roach  over  lib.  each.  At 
Teddington  on  Aug.  15  McBride,  out  with  a  client, 
had  five  dozen  good  roach.  I  tried  the  barbel, 
but  only  secured  three  chub  of  l^Ib.  each,  which  I 
returned  to  the  water.  I  also  had  a  few  roach  on 
the  weed.  It  is  reported  that  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy have  the  right  to  dredge  the  Abbey  Mill 
River  from  Penton  Hook  to  (Jhertsey,  and  that 
there  are  no  private  rights  to  this  backwater  of  the 
Thames.  More  will  be  heard  of  this  dispute. 
Another  body  has  been  found  in  the  river,  this  time 
near  Garrick's  Villa  at  Hampton.  At  Windsor  Mr. 
H.  Mallett,  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope,  has  had  a 
barbel  of  71b.  2o'z.,  and  another  good  fish  of  the 
same  kind  has  been  caught  at  the  Chapel  Swim  at 
Kingston. — F.  H.  Amphlett 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — Monday's 
strong  wind,  together  with  frequent  showers  of  rain 
during  the  week,  much  improved  this  part  of  the 
Cam.  In  the  summer  generally  this  river  is  a 
sluggish-flowing  stream,  well  suited  for  the  bream. 
Several  holiday  anglers  have  had  a  splendid  time 
again  amongst  them ;  bags  of  numerous  takes  have 
been  seen  up  to  161b.,  mostly  the  silver  class, 
largest  fish  IJlb.,  and  also  a  few  bronze  bream. 
Roach  are  now  well  on,  bags  from  41b.  to  121b.  and 
141b.  to  a  rod,  with  boiled  wheat  for  bait.  Several 
pike  creeled  from  31b.  to  61b.  each.  Present 
prospects  promising. — John  O.  Geobge,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 


Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Angling  continues 
to  be  quiet  and  catches  this  week  have  again  been 
small ;  baskets  of  half-a-dozen  being  considered 
very  good  sport.  The  water  haa  been  keeping  low 
and  fine,  but  on  Wednesday  morning  there  was  a 
freshet  down  owing  to  rain  of  the  previous  night, 
and  this  should  make  the  peal  run  up  again,  and 
put  them  on  the  move.  Better  sport  is  anticipated 
next  week,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  nets  closed 
on  the  16th,  which  will  give  them  greater  freedom 
for  running  up  the  ladder.  Fair  baskets  have  been 
obtained  during  the  week  by  Messrs.  Ackrell,  H.  T. 
and  E.  Distin,  W.  Tucker,  and  F.  Hayman.  The 
best  flies  for  peal  are  the  Alexandra  and  Grey 
Drake. — Devonian, 

Derweut  (Maltou,  York). — We  have  had  a  few 
nice  showers  and  the  river  is  in  better  fishing  order. 
A  few  nice  baskets  of  grayling  and  roach  and  a  few 
pike  have  been  taken  near  Kirkham  Abbey.  Gray- 
ling and  roach  run  rather  smaU,  and  the  heaviest 
pike  weighed  about  71b. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Fairly  good  sport  was 
obtained  in  the  Carey  last  week,  one  basket  of 
thirty  being  taken.  There  are  some  nice  fish  in  the 
pools.  The  close  season  for  salmon  nets  is  as 
follows: — Taw  and  Torridge,  Sept.  14  to  April 
30;  Dart.  Aug.  17  to  end  of  Feb. ;  Teign,  Sept.  1 
to  March  2  ;  Exe,  Sept.  to  March  1 ;  in  that  part  of 
the  Exe  district  which  lies  above  a  straight  line 
drawn  from  Woodbury  Road  Station  through  the 
Perch  at  Turf  to  the  west  bank",  of  the  river  the 
close  season  terminates  on  April  15. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths). — During  the  last  week  sport  has  been 
poor,  the  water  being  so  very  low  and  clear,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  catches  during  the 
evening,  nothing  much  has  been  done.  Yesterday 
afternoon  (Aug.  16)  Dr.  Morton  got  two  brace;  to- 
day (Aug.  17)  it  is  raining — raining  heavily — and 
has  not  ceased  since  it  commenced  at  6  o'clock  this 
morning.  Dr.  Morton,  clad  in  waterproofs,  has  been 
out  and  brought  in  another  two  brace.  Four 
cyclists  are  bemoaning  their  fate,  but  making  the 
best  of  matters  by  having  a  hand  at  whist.  The 
rivers  are  already  rising,  and  we  must  now  have  the 
highest  flood  of  the  season,  and  trust  we  shaU  hear 
no  more  of  the  constant  complaint  of  "  no  water  " 
in  the  river. — Wm.  Evans. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. -Water  is  now  in 
excellent  trim  and  good  sport  is  ruling ;  the  Messrs. 
Werner  Bros,  took  a  fine  dish  of  fish  each  on  three 
days,  Aug.  15  being  the  best,  twenty  brace  being 
with  two  rods,  Aug.  16  being  next,  with  thirteen 
brace,  two  trout  over  a  pound  each  being  taken  on 
Aug.  15.  July  Dun  was  the  most  successful  fiy. — 
FOSTEB  Bbos. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  continuation  of  dry  weather 
again  occasioned  a  lack  of  remunerative  sport 
during  the  early  days  of  the  week,  and  several 
amglers  who  had  plied  the  rod  during  that  period 
had  but  indifferent  results,  and  in  some  instances 
the  fishing  has  been  blank.  At  the  time  of  writing 
rain  is  falling  copiously  in  the  district,  and  hopes  of 
its  continuation  are  entertained.  Should  this 
transpire  the  prospects  are  much  improved,  as  a 
good  rise  of  water  is  ensured.  Sea  anglers  continue 
to  secure  adequate  sport  in  the  offing,  several 
scores  of  Whitby  haddock,  gurnet,  etc.,  having 
been  taken  during  the  week.  Fishing  from  the 
piers  and  quays  at  present  supplies  somewhat 
meagre  sport,  the  takes  being  small  numerically, 
whilst  diminutive  condition  of  the  fish  deter  many 
from  operating. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Trout  fishing  in  the 
Exe  and  its  tributaries  has  improved,  and  the  Red 
Spinner,  Blue  Upright,  and  fine  up-stream  worming 
have  repaid  anglers  with  fair  sport,  but  the  salmon 
are  not  in  evidence;  roach,  perch,  and  large  eels  are 
being  caught  near  the  city  at  Cowley,  St.  David's, 
and  Exwick,  early  morning  and  evening.  In  the 
canal  a  few  tench  have  been  taken  with  worm,  and 
perch,  roach,  and  eels  are  also  being  caught.  At 
Exmouth,  bass  are  being  caught  with  mackerel 
bait,  sand-eels,  and  ragworm,  but  they  are  not 
plentiful ;  flatfish  are  on  in  the  Bight,  Starcross  and 
district.  Mr.  R.  Mostyn  caught  two  bass,  71b.  and 
31b.  ;  Mr.  Bock,  three,  average  21b.  each  ;  Mr.  White, 
one,  31b.;  Mr.  Perry,  one,  21b.;  and  others.— Red 
Palmeb. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy).  —  Since  the 
opening  of  the  season  very  Uttle  has  been  done 
owing  to  the  bright  and  stale  state  of  the  water ; 
but  thanks  to  recent  rains  a  decided  improvement 
has  taken  place.  Some  good  takes  of  roach,  perch, 
and  jack  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  A  nice 
steady  rain  haa  been  faUing  nearly  all  day  (Wed- 
nesday), and  there  are  very  good  prospects  for  the 
week-end.  Roach  are  feeding  freely  on  creed 
wheat. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  been  out 
of  condition,  in  some  places  looking  quite  foul,  but 
it  is  hoped  it  will  derive  benefit  from  the  rains 
which  have  fallen  during  the  last  few  days.  Spor^ 
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has  been  very  poor  at  Hoddesdon,  Rye  House,  and 
St.  Margaret's,  but  in  the  Ware  district  at  times 
anglers  have  found  roach  ff-eding.  A  local  angler 
has  made  a  101b.  basket.  A  31b.  eel  has  also  been 
caught  here.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  engine  house  at 
Bertford  a  large  pike  has  been  hooked  and  broken 
away.  Evening  ought  to  be  found  the  best  time 
for  roach  fishing.  No  good  sport  is  recorded  from 
the  Rib,  Stort,  or  Beane. — Izaak  Walton. 

Litigg  and  Arrow  (IieoininBter).— Both  these 
streams  are  running  low  and  clear,  and  not  in  the 
beat  of  condition  for  fishing.  Angling  has  been 
rather  quiet.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
but  sport  has  been  limited.  Grayling  are  feeding 
well,  but  trout  are  not  sporting.  A  flush  of  water 
would  greatly  improve  sport. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Great  improvement  has 
been  effected  by  clearing  the  river  of  the-  weeds 
between  Woodstone  and  Orton  Staunch,  and  our 
anglers  greatly  appreciate  the  change ;  other 
stretches  of  the  river  may  shortly  be  taken  in  hand. 
The  catches  this  week  have  been  unimportant  in 
the  vicinity  of  Peterborough,  but  a  beautiful  speci- 
men of  the  king  carp,  weighing  71b.,  was  this  week 
taken  from  the  river  near  iS'orthampton. — E.  A.  S. 
_  Plymouth. — In  the  ewly  part  of  the  week  the 
rivers  were  rather  fine,  but  in  the  latter  end  we 
have  had  a  flood  down.  I  hear  of  a  lot  of  peal 
being  caught  at  Viituous  Lady  on  the  Tavy,  and 
some  good  dishes  of  trout  on  the  upper  waters. 
The  bait  that  has  accounted  for  most  is  the 
phantom.  I  am  told  to-day  by  an  old  fisherman 
who  regularly  fishes  the  Tavy  that  the  big  pool  just 
below  the  cottage  contains  nearly  a  cartload  of 
fish. — WiXLiAM  Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — No  weight  of  rain  having  fallen  for  some 
time  past,  together  with  the  extreme  beat,  has 
reduced  the  water  in  all  these  streams  to  a  very  low 
level,  and  on  some  of  the  fords  scarcely  any  water 
has  passed  over  for  some  days,  and  very  little  has 
been  done  in  consequence  amongst  the  trout,  but 
those  anglers  in  pursuit  of  pike  and  other  coarse 
fish  have  had  better  sport,  especially  in  the  deep 
pools  on  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy.  At  the  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday  evening)  a  most  decided  change 
is  taking  place,  as  a  violent  thunderstorm,  which 
appears  to  be  very  general  in  this  locality,  baa 
raged  nearly  all  day  accompanied  by  very  heavy 
rain,  which  is  still  falling,  and  will  effect  a  great 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  all  these  rivers. — 
Vyrnwy. 

StoTir  (Bnres,  Suffolk). — Water  very  clear,  and 
fishing  in  consequence  rather  slow.  A  few  decent 
bream  have,  however,  been  taken,  though  no  heavy 
catches.  The  best  fish  I  have  seen  was  taken  by 
Mr.  J  Death,  which  turned  the  scale  at  5lb.  As 
soon  as  we  get  some  rain  to  freshen  the  water  up 
again  some  good  bags  will  no  doubt  be  made.  Tail 
of  a  lob  or  brandling  the  best  bait  at  present. — 
W.  T.  Baixbridge. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  has  been  treacherous,  and  but  few  anglers 
have  taken  trips  to  the  riverside.  Sport  has  been 
poor.  A  few  roach  up  to  1  Jib.  Chub  of  21b.  and  a 
pike  of  61b.  are  notified  from  the  upper  water  of 
the  Ouse.  -  A  brace  of  carp,  4Jlb.  and  3|lb.  respec- 
tively, have  been  taken  from  the  Adur.  Mr. 
Barden,  of  Chichester,  secured  some  nice  roach 
from  the  stream  running  from  Emsworth,  and  four 
fish  weighing  31b.  The  weed  clearance  at  Chichester 
Canal  is  progressing  slowly.  A  patent  weed-cutter 
has  been  requisitioned^which,  with  the  aid  of  two 
or  three  men,  is  supposed  to  clear  400  yards  in  a 
week.  The  resolution  as  to  extra  men  being 
employed  in  the  clearance  was  thrown  out  at  the 
council  meeting  on  Aug,  12,  As  finances  would  not 
stand  the  extra  expenditure  Alderman  Lake,  who 
voted  against  the  resolution,  remarked  that  they 
did  not  want  to  encourage  Sunday  trippers  and 
outsiders  at  the  canal.  A  few  bream  have  been 
taken  from  the  basin  up  to  IJlb.,  and  a  lot  of  small 
fry ;  eels  of  21b.  have  been  taken  on  night  lines. — 
Geoboe  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rain  has  fallen  during  the 
week,  and  a  few  trout  taken,  but  in  the  Taw 
Salmon  and  peal  are  not  so  plentiful  as  would  be 
expected.  In  the  Lyn,  Lynmouth,  salmon  and 
peal  are  plentiful ;  one  gentleman  got  a  good  catch 
last  week,  and  others,  through  inability  to  land 
them,  lost  some  numbers.  This  is  an  early  river, 
and  the  high  tides  brought  them  up  in  numbers ; 
they  can  be  taken  with  the  Devon  minnow  or 
worm.  Should  we  get  more  rain  a  good  finish  may 
be  expected.  With  the  deep  lines  many  hundred- 
weight of  brcarn  and  pollack  have  been  taken  in 
the  f-ea  at  Ilfracombe.  One  angler,  drawn  by  false 
information,  ff>und  the  trout  fishing  in  the  reservoir 
a  failure,  and  the  expense  was  more  than  the  sport 
— Rusty  Game, 

Tern*  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  thin  part  continues 
to  run  low  and  clear,  and  in  fair  order  for  tiahin^. 
Heavy  rain  has  been  had  during  this  week,  but  it 
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has  not  altered  the  state  of  the  river,  and  a  good 
flush  is  wanted  to  improve  sport.  Angling  has  been 
fairly  brisk,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
but  the  success  has  been  limited,  especially  amongst 
the  trout.  Grayling  are  rising  well,  and  roach, 
dace,  and  chub  have  been  sporting  better. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  isi  run- 
ning low  and  clear,  but  in  order  for  fishing.  Fishing 
has  been  tried,  but  sport  heis  been  slow ;  some  fair 
trout  and  grayling  have  been  taken  with  the  fly. 
On  Aug.  13  the  Hawkestone  Otter  Hounds  were  on 
the  Teme.  They  scented  an  otter,  and  after  going 
across  fields  found  one  in  a  wood  ;  they  chased  him 
across  a  field  along  the  railway  and  down  the  Teme, 
where  one  of  the  best  hunts  for  four  hours  and 
three-quarters  took  place,  and  eventually  he  was 
killed. — Worcester. 

TorcrosB  I>ey. — Sport  very  good ;  Dr.  Durrant 
landed  over  three  hundred  perch  and  rudd  in  two 
days,  many  of  the  rudd  scaling  up  to  l|lb. — Wm. 

ViCKERY. 

Tyne,  ITortli  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbouring 

Rivers. — These  streams  are  now  in  much  better 
condition  for  angling,  as  the  result  of  the  recent 
rains.  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Smith  had  very  good 
sport  at  Corbridge,  one  taking  twelve  and  the  other 
fifteen  trout.  Mr.  Chapman,  also  on  the  North 
Tyne,  got  a  basket  of  eleven  trout.  Several  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  with  worm  and  minnow. 
The  Coquet  is  fishing  much  better,  and  we  hear  of 
some  good  baskets  being  taken  on  the  Derwent. 
Sport  in  the  reservoirs  has  also  improved.  Useful 
fiies  at  present  are  August  Dun,  Cinnamon,  Black 
Palmer,  Governor,  Red  Spider,  Red  Ant,  Hofland's 
Fancy,  and  Silver  Gnat. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street, 
Newcaatle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — There  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  river 
last  week,  but  it  was  not  lasting,  and  very  little 
sport  has  been  afforded  the  angler,  only  one  fish 
being  taken  by  Mr.  Johnson,  in  Coedyprior, 
weighing  61b.  The  bailiffs  netted  the  association 
water  three  days  last  week,  again  taking  a  fair 
number  of  fish. — T.  Rees,  jun. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — The  general  fishing 
continues  gf^od,  and  should  improve  with  the 
changed  weather.  A  high  wind  militated  against 
the  bream  competition  on  Aug.  14,  the  best  bags 
being  2Jlb.,  21b.,  and  lib.  2oz.  respectively.  On 
Aug.  21  a  guinea  prize  is  offered  for  gross  weight. 
That  there  are  some  good  perch  here  was  evidenced 
by  the  washing  ashore  of  a  21b.  specimen  this 
week. — H, 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  were  in  order  for  fly  fishing  up  to 
Tuesday,  Aug.  16,  but  no  reports  of  any  good 
baskets  have  come  to  hand  from  either  stream,  a 
brace  or  two  per  rod  being  an  average  catch.  The 
Wye  yielded  a  few  good-sized  fish,  both  trout  and 
grayling,  mostly  the  latter,  as  there  is  a  good  stock 
of  grayling  in  both  these  streams.  Good  sport  ought 
to  be  had  this  autumn.  The  Darleydale  portion  of 
the  Derwent,  as  well  as  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
reaches  of  this  river,  has  afforded  a  few  nice  fish. 
Mr.  T.  Coates,  fishing  the  latter  on  Aug.  13,  one 
and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Coates,  one  trout,  over 
lib. ;  Mr.  Newton  also  securing  several  nice  fish. 
Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  J.  Clay  have  obtained  a  fish  or 
two  each.  The  weather  to-day  (Wednesday,  Aug.  17) 


Trout,  Sea-Teout,  and  Salmon  Flibs.— Cue  of  the  largest 
stocks  iu  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Jlounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake.  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  line  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  la.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  la.  6d.  ;  beat  tapered,  la.  ;  first  quality, 
Bd.  each.— J.  E.  Millhr,  Northern  Anglers'  Depftt,  19,  Sew 
Btatlon-street,  Leeds,   Telegrams  :  "  Plscator,  Leeds.'' 


appears  to  bo  broken,  as  we  have  had  a  regular 
downpour  o{.Tain;  it  will  improve  fishing  all  round, 
as  the  water  clears  again.  Flies:  Ash  Dun,  Cooper'* 
Fancy,  the  Little Marryatt,  Cinnamon  Fly,  Throstle 
Wing,  Black  Gnat,  Red  Quill,  and  Red  Ant. — 

DOITEREL. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Vldd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks), — Since  last  report  there  has  been  a 
lot  of  rain  on  the  hills  and  a  good  freshet  in  all  our 
Yorkshire  streams.  A  lot  of  anglers  were  out  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  and  Sw€fcle  on  August 
15  and  16.  Fair  sport  has  been  met  with,  chiefly 
with  the  worm  and  minnow.  The  tributaries  have 
been  in  good  trim.  Mr.  H.  Collinson  caught  seven- 
teen trout  in  the  Cover  on  August  15,  and  I  got 
eleven  in  the  same  stream  in  a  few  hours  on 
August  16,  In  the  lower  reaches  good  pport 
has  been  met  with  at  Metsham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon. 
The  Wharfe  has  had  a  welcome  fresh.  On  Aug.  13 
there  was  a  nice  bold  minnow  water.  In  the  dis- 
trict of  Kettlewell  several  anglers  have  been  out ; 
a  good  few  fishermen  have  been  out  with  the  worm, 
but  I  hear  of  no  big  baskets.  Nothing  more  than 
ten  fish.  Before  the  fresh  came  down  and  in  very  low 
water  good  baskets  of  trout  had  been  got  with  the 
fly.  Mr.  Carradice,  of  Kettlewell,  whom  there  is  no 
better  fly  fisher  in  Upper  Wharfedale,  managed  to 
catch  the  trout  on  the  hop,  and  got  a  fine  diah  of 
twenty-four  fish  all  on  the  Poult  Bloa  and  Orange 
Partridge.  In  the  lower  district  sport  has  improved 
at  Kilnsey,  Burnsall,  and  Ilkley.  Good  baskets 
have  been  made  with  the  worm  and  minnow,  the 
latter  spun  on  the  "  Wee  Chapman  Spinner."  Rain 
has  fallen  heavily  to-day  (Wednesday),  con- 
sequently all  our  ^  streams  will  be  running  very 
high  for  a  day  or  two.  Prospects  are  better  just 
now  than  they  have  been  for  some  time,  and  as 
soon  as  the  rivers  flne  down,  the  following  flies  will 
kill  on  any  river :  Poult  Bloa,  Orange  Partridge, 
Dotterel  and  Orange,  Bracken  Clock,  Brown  Owl, 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  August  Brown  and  Alder. 
I  find  I  can  rise  plenty  of  trout,  but  very  few  or  no 
grayling  yet. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  Aug.  5, 
Mr.  Davison  had  fix  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Levesey, 
six,  3|lb. ;  Messrs.  Philipott,  five,  4|lb. ;  and  Mj. 
Macdonald,  four,  71b. ;  on  Aug.  8,  Messrs.  Philipott, 
five,  4|lb. ;  on  Aug.  9,  Mr.  Eastwood,  one  grilse, 
61b.;  on  Aug.  10,  Mr.  Davison,  nine  trout,  5ilb. ; 
Messrs.  Philipott,  six,  51b. ;  Lieut.  A.  L.  Campbell, 
six,  5Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  11,  Messrs.  Monelaws,  thirteen, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  Eastwood,  grilse,  7^1b. ;  and  Mr.  Horsley, 
four,  4 Jib.  ;  on  Aug.  12,  Messrs.  Monelaws,  fourteen, 
6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Macdonald,  two,  61b. ;  and  Lieut.  A.  L. 
Campbell,  one,  51b. ;  on  Aug.  15,  Mr.  Harfield,  one 
grilse,  SJlb. — D,  Macdonald. 

Beauly, — Some  very  good  sport  has  been  obtained 
on  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Beauly  during  the  past 
week,  the  rainy  weather  affording  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  the  fish  to  ascend.  Amongst  the  most 
successful  were  Mr.  W.  D.  Barry  at  Stray,  Mr.  T. 
W.  Wood  at  Eskadale,  Major  Clarke  at  Fasnakyle, 
Mr.  Henderson  at  Braulen,  and  Mr.  Wills  at 
Erchless.  The  Phipps  party,  too,  had  some  excel- 
lent baskets  on  the  Beaufort  Castle  waters.  Now, 
however,  that  shooting  has  started,  sportsmen  are 
dividing  their  attention  between  rod  and  gun. 
Some  very  good  takes  of  sea- trout  were  obtained  in 
the  tidal  waters  by  Mr.  Cameron,  Moniach  Castle, 
and  the  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — The  run  of  herling 
this  season,  especially  in  the  Esk,  promises  to  be 
almost  unprecedented.  In  Langholm  water  Mr.  J. 
Morrison  had  three  sea-trout  and  three  herling ; 
Mr.  C.  ClMk  had  several,  one  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Drum- 
mond  Anderson  creeled  five  herling  and  some  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  Wm.  Rosa,  one  sea-trout  and  three 
herling  at  Glenferra  ;  Mr.  C.  Roe  caught  three  sea- 
trout  in  Langholm  Water ;  Mr.  W.  Elton  had  two 
sea-trout.  Autumn  salmon  are  now  running  freely 
from  the  Solway  to  the  rivers,  and  some  extra  fine 
fish  have  been  caught  in  the  Firth  in  the  stake  and 
poke  nets.  The  grilse  season  has  proved  a  very 
poor  one,  and  sea-trout  have  ceased  to  run  in  the 
estuary.  The  autumn  salmon  are  weighing  161b.  to 
251b.,  and  several  of  the  latter  weight  have  been 
caught.  Good  sport  is  being  had  in  the  middle 
section  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Wm,  Murray  had  fifty 
herling  during  [the  week ;  Mr.  A.  Keen,  three  sea- 
trout  and  twenty-three  herling ;  Mr.  Nelson,  ten 
sea-trout  and  fifty  herling  for  the  week ;  Mr.  Wm. 
Riddle,  two  sea-trout  and  forty-seven  herling;  Mr. 
Tom  Steele,  one  sea-trout  and  fifty  herling;  Mr. 
McLellan  has  had  some  good  baskets  of  sea-trout 
and  herling  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water  during 
the  week  ;  and  Dr.  Blagney  and  another  rod  caught 
eight  sea-trout  and  forty-three  herling ;  Dr.  Anderson 
had  four  sea-trout  and  twenty-eight  herling  ;  Mr. 
D.  Murray,  three  sea-trout  and  forty-eight  herling 
for  the  week;  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  sixty-three  her- 
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ling ;  Mr.  Jas.  Steele,  two  sea-trout  and  forty  her- 
ling ;  Mr.  Reginald  Steele,  twenty  herling ;  Mr. 
•Tames  Brockbank,  fifty  herling  for  the  week ;  Dr. 
Belcho,  two  sea-trout  and  fifty  herling ;  Mr.  W. 
Mitchell,  four  eea-trout  'and  thirty  herling;  Mr. 
Andrew  Porteous,  twenty-three  herling  at  a  night 
fishing ;  Mr.  W.  Graham,  one  sea-trout  and  thirty 
herling ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  two  sea-trout  and 
twenty-five  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Scott,  four  sea-trout 
and  some  herling;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  two  sea-trout 
and  thirty  herling ;  Mr,  A.  Jackson,  three  sea-trout 
and  twenty  herling ;  Mr.  R.  Graham,  one  sea-trout 
and  thirty  herling  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Ford,  twenty  herling. 
In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Jos.  Jardine, 
one  sea- trout  and  some  herling;  Mr.  W.  Stoddart, 
one  sea-trout,  some  herling,  and  a  good  haul  of 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  A.  Hardie  creeled  some  herling 
and  yellow  trout.  Good  takes  of  yellow  trout  are 
being  made  in  the  lower  Hermitage  water,  while  in 
Ewes  and  Tarras,  close  to  Langholm,  some  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  got.  In  the 
Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge  division  of  the  Esk,  a 
good  m^ny  autumn  salmon  have  been  viewed  in 
the  pools  above  Lyne  Flatt,  but  they  are  extremely 
shy,  and  although  there  have  been  several  slight 
thunderstorms  the  rivers  have  only  been  slightly 
discoloured.  First-class  autumn  fishing  is  antici- 
pated.— GlLNOCKIB. 

Harris  Hotel  Waters. — The  following  baskets 
were  taken  since  last  report:  Mr.  Nelson,  four  sea- 
trout,  21b.,  and  one  sea-trout,  Jib. ;  Messrs.  F.  and 
J.  R.  Bowden-Smith,  four  sea-trout,  2|lb.,  and 
seven  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Dr.  Charteris,  two  sea-trout, 
lib.,  five  sea-trout,  2Jlb.,  ten  sea-trout,  41b.,  one 
sea-trout,  2^1b.,  and  three  trout,  3  Jib, ;  Mr.  Bankart, 
four  sea- trout,  2|lb.,  and  two  sea-trout,  IJlb. ; 
Colonel  Fraser,  one  trout,  lib.,  and  five  sea-trout, 
61b.  On  Aug.  15,  Messrs.  Bankart  and  Charteris, 
fifteen  sea-trout,  12Jlb. ;  Messrs.  F.  and  G.  Bowden- 
Smith,  nine  sea-trout,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Bowden- 
Smith,  three  sea-trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Nelson,  eleven 
sea-trout,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Cordiner  and  Captain  Taylor, 
sixteen  pea-trout,  7|lb, ;  Messrs.  Thorn,  seven  sea- 
trout,  3  Jib.  River  and  lochs  in  flood  on  Aug.  14. — 
W.  J.  Cameron. 

Inclinadaiupli  Hotel  (Sntherland). — On  Aug.  8, 
Mr.  Underhay,  on  Castle  Bay,  killed  one  grilse,  31b, ; 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Yoimg,  on  Mid  Assynt,  thirteen  trout, 
61b. ;  Messrs.  Wylie,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  E.  Gibson,  on  Skaig,  one,  41b.  On  9th,  Canon 
and  Mr.  Hacking,  on  Gillaroo,  six,  41b. ;  Messrs, 
Wylie,  on  Skaig,  seventeen,  6Jlb. ;  Sir  M.  Pollock 
and  Mr.  Burkitt,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twelve,  51b. ;  Mr. 
Ferguson,  on  Loanan,  one  grilse,  41b.  On  10th,  Mr, 
Ivory,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  5Jlb. ;  Dr. 
Wright,  on  Loch  Awe,  twelve  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Canon 
and  Mr,  Hacking,  on  Skaig,  fourteen,  7lb.  On  11th, 
Mr,  and  Miss  Gibson,  on  Gillaroo,  fifteen,  6Jlb, ; 
Mr.  Wylie,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  3Jlb. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burkitt,  on  Skaig,  twelve  trout,  51b. ;  Mr. 
Ivory,  on  Upper  Inver,  one  salmon,  8lb. ;  Mr. 
Underhay,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  On 
12th,  Mr.  E,  Gibson,  on  Loch  Leven,  one  trout,  21b. ; 
Messrs.  Wright,  on  Skaig,  fifteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Under- 
hay, on  Traligall,  eight,  41b. ;  Mr.  Humphreys,  on 
West  Assynt,  one,  lib.  On  13th,  Mr.  Milson,  on 
Castle  Bay,  two  grilse,  5 Jib.,  41b. ;  Sir  Montague 
Pollock,  on  Awe,  three  trout,  4lb. ;  Dr.  Wright,  on 
Skaig,  eleven,  5lb. ;  Mr.  Underhay,  on  Lower  Inver, 
two  grilse,  6lb.,  3lb. — W.  Wallace. 

LochiuTer  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  Aug.  6,  Messrs. 
A' Court  and  Harrison  (sea),  two  conger,  one  dogfish, 
seventy-seven  haddock  and  gurnet ;  Mr.  Garratt, 
twenty-five  trout,  7  Jib.  On  8th,  Mr.  Ferguson,  ten, 
41b. ;  Dr.  Bramwell,  one  ferox,  3Jlb.,  twenty-four 
trout,  81b.;  Messrs.  Bidwell,  seventeen  trout,  6Jlb.;  Dr. 
Archdall,  twenty-six,  8lb. ;  Mr.  Garratt,  forty-three, 
13  Jib. ;  Dr.  Holden  and  Mr.  Foster,  eighteen,  61b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall,  three  sea-  trout,  61b.  On 
9th,  Mr.  Makins,  two  grilse,  41b„  61b. ;  Dr.  Holden 
and  Mr.  Foster,  twenty-three  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Bid- 
well,  ten  trout,  3Jlb, ;  Dr.  Bramwell,  fourteen,  41b. ; 
Dr.  Archdall,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Garratt, nine  trout; 
Mr.  Ferguson,  twelve,  61b.  ;  Messrs.  A'Court  and 
Harrison  (seaj,  eight  dozen  haddock,  one  101b. 
conger.  On  10th,  Mr.  Makins,  two  grilse,  51b.,  5  Jib. ; 
Dr.  Bramwell  (sea),  fifty-six  fish,  various ;  Dr.  Holden 
and  Mr.  Foster  (sea),  eeventy-five  fish,  various  ;  Mr 
Bidwell  (sea),  seventy-four  fish,various;  Mr,  Marshall, 
three  sea-trout,  4  Jib. ;  Messrs.  A'Court  and  Harrison, 
twelve  trout,  5 Jib.  On  11th,  Dr.  Archdall,  one 
grilse,  61b. ;  Dr.  Bramwell,  twenty-four  trout,  7  Jib.  ; 
Mr.  Bidwell,  twenty-five,  7Jlb. ;  Dr.  Holden  and 
Mr.  Foster,  seven,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Ferguson,  one  ferox, 
OJlb.,  nine  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  ten  trout, 
3Jlb. ;  Messrs.  A'Court  and  Harrison  (sea),  thirty- 
two  fish,  various.  On  12th,  Dr,  Holden  and  Mr, 
Foster,  five  trout ;  Dr.  Bramwell,  eight,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Bidwell,  five,  2  Jib.  On  13th,  Messrs.  A'Court  and 
Harriaon  (sea),  110  haddock,  one  lemon  sole,  one 
skate,  one  conger,  two  whiting  ;  Mr,  Thorbum,  ten 
trout,  3  Jib, — J.  Mackenzie. 


Locli  Leven  (Kinross). — Anglers  continue  to 
have  fairly  good  sport  here.  Fish  are  rising  well, 
though  the  weather  has  not  been  very  favourable. 
Anglers  are  surprised  at  the  large  number  of  young 
fish  come  across  all  over  the  loch,  and  as  the  season 
advances  an  increasingly  large  number  are  being 
taken,  though  earlier  in  the  season  they  were  very 
seldom  come  across.  One  angler  brought  in  thirteen, 
which  weighed  only  3lb.  12oz.  The  following  clubs 
were  out : — Dundee  Westend  (eighteen  rods),  cap- 
tured fifty-eight  trout,  4Glb.  4oz.  ;  first  prize,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Wright,  six,  91b.  loz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr. 
Wright,  31b.  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  of  the  Pollokshields 
Club,  won  first  prize  with  seven  trout  of  71b.  Ooz. 
Four  members  of  the  Clydesdale  Club  captured 
forty  trout;  first,  Mr.  W.  Macpherson,  thirteen, 
91b.  13Joz. ;  second,  Mr.  C.  Marchant,  seventeen, 
91b.  13oz.  ;  heaviest,  Mr.  C.  Marchant,  21b.  lOoz. 
Seven  competitors  who  engaged  in  the  Uddingston 
Waltonian  Club  captured  thirty-eight  trout,  321b. 
6oz.  ;  first,  Mr.  F.  D.  Kerr,  fourteen,  lOlb.  8oz. 
Edinburgh  Amateur  Club  (with  eight  rods)  secured 
fifty  trout,  311b.  5oz,  ;  first,  Mr.  G.  H.  Gibb,  thirteen, 
91b.  15oz.  Mr.  B.  M.  Cairns  was  first  at  the  Well- 
shot  Club  Competition  with  nine  trout,  lUb.  4oz. 
Mr.  P.  Donald  secured  first  place  at  the  Midlothian 
Club  Competition  with  five  trout,  71b.  14oz.,  and 
Mr.  Dunsmore  was  first  at  the  Perthshire  Club 
Competition  with  six  trout,  6lb.  8oz.  Private 
parties :  Messrs.  Cock,  Colchester,  and  Gerard 
Eley,  Creetown,  thirty  trout,  171b.  8oz. ;  Messrs. 
Tanqueray,  Edinburgh,  twenty-two  trout,  141b. ; 
Mr.  Willis,  Stirling,  and  Mr.  Forrester,  Cambus, 
seventeen  trout,  131b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Inglis,  Rumbling 
Bridge,  eighteen  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Donald  and  Mr. 
Muirhead,  Perth,  twenty-four  trout,  171b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Finlay,  Cowdenbeath,  eighteen  trout,  141b,  8oz. ; 
Mr.  L.  Gray,  Kinross,  eighteen  trout,  161b.;  Mr. 
Cargill,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  lUb.  ;  Mr.  Stiell, 
thirteen  trout,  121b.;  Mr.  Fleming,  Dollar,  fifteen 
trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Alice,  Paisley,  and  Mr.  Carmichael, 
Alloa,  eleven  trout,  91b.  12oz.- — their  heaviest  trout 
weighed  31b.  4oz.,  and  was  the  largest  taken  during 
the  week. — Robt.  B.  Laino. 

Naver  (Sutherlandsbire).  —  The  river  keeps 
very  low,  and  no  rain  has  fallen  to  improve  matters. 
Mr.  Cecil  Corbett  and  Sir  Edward  Durand,  fishing 
on  Mr.  Alison-Johnson's  private  water  (Skelpick), 
have  killed  fourteen  salmon  and  grilse  in  a  fortnight's 
fishing.  Sea-trout  are  plentiful  in  the  estuary,  but 
a  rise  in  the  i  iver  is  necessary  before  much  sport  can 
be  expected. — R.  Alison- Johnson. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee.  —  The  river  again 
fell  after  the  fill  of  last  week,  but  got  a  fairly  good 
clean  out.  It  heis  been  gradually  increasing  in 
volume,  and  getting  into  fairly  good  trim  for 
angling.  The  attraction  of  the  moors  has  kept 
sportsmen  busy  elsewhere,  but  those  who  have  been 
on  the  water  have  met  with  fair  success,  especially 
on  the  lower  reaches.  The  Duchess  of  Fife  had  two 
beauties  the  first  day  out,  and  has  had  one  or  two 
since.  Her  pools  are  well  filled,  in  excellent  ply, 
and  the  prospects  of  a  good  season  well  assured. 
On  the  Invercauld  (private)  waters,  Mr.  Neau- 
mann  and  house  party  have  had  one  or  two 
good  days  on  the  river,  and  an  occasional  fish 
is  also  being  got  on  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater 
reaches.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  comes  to  Bal- 
moral on  Friday,  and  will  fish  Loch  Muick  and 
some  others  for  brown  trout  during  her  stay. 
On  the  Banchory,  Kincardine,  and  Crathes  reaches 
a  good  few  fish  have  been  got,  chiefly  by  the 
keepers,  while  on  the  tidals  very  good  baskets  of 
finnock  and  sea-trout  are  being  made  daily.  Some 
very  heavy  fish  are  on  the  coast,  and  last  week  the 
record  fish  of  the  season,  scaling  581b.,  was  brought 
from  the  sea-nets  of  the  Harbour  Commissioners  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Dee.  Don.— Some  good  baskets 
of  trout  Me  still  being  made,  and  last  week  wormers 
were  in  their  glory.  The  river  is  gradually  rising, 
but  sport  will  be  nil  till  the  nets  are  off  on  Aug.  26, 
unless  the  waters  are  all  the  bigger.  Some  fair 
sport  has  been  got  on  the  Kintore  Burgh  waters, 
but  the  trout  season  is  practically  over,  and  has 
been  a  very  poor  one.  Ythan. — A  rvm  of  finnock 
and  sea-trout  is  now  being  met  with  in  the  tidal 
waters,  and  good  baskets  are  the  order  of  the  day 
by  those  angling  the  tidals  both  at  Ellon  and 
Newburgh. — G.  M. 

Sontli  of  Scotland. — The  weather  has  been 
extremely  unsettled  since  last  week.  The  prospects 
are  not  encouraging  to  intending  visitors.  Some 
splendid  autumn  fish  have  been  caught  in  the 
Solway  nets  this  week.  The  following  are  the 
reports  from  the  different  rivers  of  the  district : 
The  Annan. — Moderate  baskets  of  herling  have 
been  caught  in  this  river.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion,  at  Blacketlees,  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  had  one 
eea-trout  and  eleven  herling  on  Aug.  11,  and 
he  took  fourteen  herling  in  the  Mount  Annan 
water  on  the  following  day.  Mr.  W.  Wright,  Ednam, 
fishing  with  theJDevon  minnow,  caught  seven  extra 
large  herling  on  Aug.  15  in  the  Everholm  water. 


Mr  Thomas  Shortridge-Tweedie  'heA  a  fair  basket 
with  worm,  but  he  had  better  sport  with  the  fly  on 
Aug.  13,  when  he  killed  seventeen  herling  in  the 
pool  above  the  bridge.  Mr.  Harry  Hudson  had  a 
few  herling  with  worm  bait ;  Mr.  T.  Roddick  a 
brace  or  two  of  herling.  Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie,  W.S., 
took  three  or  four,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Johnstone  a  similar 
lot.  Mr.  Robert  Graham  fished  the  water  at  North - 
field  Rocks  on  Aug,  15,  and  caught  between  thirty 
and  forty  herling  and  yellow  trout  with  the  worm, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Gibson  had  half-a-dozen.  Mr.  A. 
McL-^an  took  a  grilse  of  61b.  and  a  salmon  of  71b. 
in  the  Shillahill  stretch.  Mr.  A.  Irving  had  a 
grilse.  Mr.  R.  Swan  caught  five  sea-trout  and  four- 
teen yellow  trout;  Mr.  H.  Strong  a  creel  of  yellow 
trout.  The  latter  catches  were  aaade  with  worm  bait. 
Anglers  in  Hoddom  Castle,  Castlemilk,  Murray- 
thwaite,  and  other  portions  had  good  sport.  Mr. 
MacDonald  caught  seven  herling  on  Aug.  16  in 
Mount  Annan  ;  Mr.  McGiverin,  one  sea-trout  and 
a  basket  of  herling  and  yellow  trout  in  the  same 
water.  On  Aug.  16  Mr.  Johnstone  had  good  sport 
in  the  upper  reaches.  Prospects  are  unfavourable 
for  the  remainder  of  this  week.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon, 
ant^ling  in  the  Galabank  pool  on  the  16th,  landed  a 
yellow  trout  of  91b.  It  was  taken  with  a  silver  Devon 
minnow.  He  had  also  about  a  dozen  herling  and 
yellow  trout  at  the  same  outing.  The  Dumfries 
NiTH. — A  fair  number  of  herling  have  been  running, 
but  the  sport  has  not  been  good.  The  most  of  the 
catches  have  been  made  with  spinning  lures  and  worm 
bait.  Mr.  Ancell  had  a  good  basket  of  herling  and 
yellow  trout  in  the  mid  Nithsdale  portion  last  week 
with  the  Devon  minnow.  One  angler  had  three  sea- 
trout  near  Portrack  Bridge  and  five  herling.  Local 
rods  had  moderate  sport.  Not  much  has  bean 
caught  in  the  tributaries  of  late,  but  herling  are 
now  ascending  the  Cluden  and  Cairn  in  better 
numbers.  The  Galloway  Rivebs. — Heavy  rain 
fell  in  the  Stewartry  on  Saturday  last,  and  the  rivers 
were  in  flood  by  night,  and  on  Sunday  the  various 
rivers  were  very  muddy.  Some  fair  catches  of 
herling  were  taken  on  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse.  The 
Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  has  been  in  flood,  as  also 
the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie,  and  there  wm  a  couple  of  days 
for  worm  fishing.  Some  of  the  rivers  did  not  yield 
good  baskets,  as  the  spates  had  cleared  off  consider- 
ably by  Monday  morning.  The  Aybshibe  Rivees 
AND  Lochs. — The  lochs  are  still  affording  moderate 
catches  of  yellow  trout.  Loch  Doon  is  giving  the 
best  sport  to  visitors.  Yellow  trout  have  rijen 
fairly  well  to  the  fly.  On  the  rivers  the  baskets 
have  varied  from  a  brace  to  six  and  seven  brace. 
Sea-trout  are  now  beginning  to  get  somewhat  off 
colour.  There  is  a  good  run  of  salmon  up  the 
Stincher,  which  is  owned  by  the  Earl  of  Stair. — 
Heathebbell. 

Standing'  Stones  Hotel  (Stenuess,  Orkney). — 
On  Aug.  10,  Mr.  Brett  had  three  trout,  71b., 
heaviest  3Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  11,  Mr.  Brett,  two,  51b., 
heaviest  31b. ;  Mr.  Lefroy,  two,  3 Jib. ;  on  Aug.  12, 
Mr.  Brett,  three,  3Jlb.;  Mr.  Webb,  one,  21b,;  on 
Aug.  13,  Mr.  Webb,  three,  31b. ;  one  grilse  weighing 
4lb.,  the  first  caught  in  Loch  of  Stenness. — John 
Mackay. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  is  at  'present  in  fair  order 
for  angling;  on  Monday  it  was  rather  high  and  dirty, 
but  has  since  gone  back  a  few  feet.  Mr.  Crawshay, 
fishing  on  Meikleour  water  on  Aug.  16,  landed  a 
sea-trout  of  41b.  Fishing  on  Lower  Cargill  on  Aug. 
16,  Mr.  A.  O.  Miles  killed  one  grilse  of  6Jlb.,  while 
Mrs.  Melrose  and  Mr,  Mackay,  on  Benchill,  had  one 
salmon  of  121b.  on  Aug.  11,  one  grilse  of  61b.  on 
Aug.  13.  and  another  of  same  weight  on  Aug.  16. 
Major  Chichester,  fishing  Lower  Stobhall  beat  on 
Aug.  16,  had  one  grilse  of  7lb.,  while  Mr,  Stephen 
Sanderson,  fishing  on  Upper  and  Lower  Stobhall 
beat,  for  the  week  killed  four  grilse  of  7Jlb.,  6Jlb., 
61b.,  and  51b.,  and  two  sea-trout  31b,  Master  Eric 
Coates  and  Master  Charles  Chichester,  fishing  on 
Lower  Battleby  water  on  Aug.  16,  landed  two  tirilse 
of  6lb.  and  71b.  The  net  fishing  closes  on  Aug,  20. — 
A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahincli  Fishery  (Oalway). — During  the 
week  Gen.  Beresford  secured  eighty-nine  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  W.  Wickham,  fifty-nine;  Dr.  Fenton,  115; 
Lord  C.  J.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  J.  Foster,  ninety-one ; 
Mr.  Wm.  Pearson,  one  salmon,  71b,,  fifty-eight  sea- 
trout;  Messrs.  W,  and  S.  O'Hanlon,  142  sea-trout. 
On  Aug.  13,  Messrs,  W.  and  S,  O'Hanlon  got  two 
salmon,  51b.  each,  and  twenty  sea-trout,  six  of 
which  scaled  151b,  Mr.  J,  Heygate,  twenty-three 
sea-trout  in  three  days..  The  weather  has  been 
stormy  with  westerly  winds.  Total  for  week :  Three 
salmon,  171b.,  and  577  sea-trout. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tribntaries.  —  All  the  tributaries 
of  this  river  were  in  high  flood  and  discoloured  for 
four  days,  and  the  use  of  the  fly  was  impossible.  A 
run  of  salmon  and  trout  ascended  the  Clady, 
Moyola,  Ballinderry,  Blackwater,  and  Maine,  and 
fish  can  now  be  found  in  the  poola  of  all  the  sectiona 
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of  these  streams.  The  Bann  rose  18in.,  and  all  the 
stretches  were  out  of  order,  and  there  is  little 
sport  to  record.  The  nets  at  New  Ferry  caught 
over  1000  salmon  and  grilse  in  five  days  ;  but  these, 
as  well  as  all  others  on  the  river  and  the  cribs  at 
Coleraine,  will  cease  to  be  used  on  Aug.  19.  Colonel 
Cook  has  caught  one  salmon,  121b.,  at  Ivilrea,  and 
Mr.  B.  Meenan  five,  10 Jib.,  lUb.,  111b.,  161b.,  and 
ISJlb.,  at  Caronroe.  The  Kilrea  and  Portglenone 
sections  are  now  in  order,  but  the  water  is  much  too 
deep  on  the  lower  stretches  for  the  fly  to  be  used. — 
Daxiel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  are  in 
pood  order  for  fly  fishing  after  the  floods.  On  the 
Clady  on  Aug.  12  Messrs.  James  Coulter  and  J.  A. 
Burlowe  caught  fourteen  trout  up  to  Jib.;  Mr. 
J.  Wright  half-a-dozen,  and  the  previous  day  a  bait 
fisher  creeled  fifty-four  small  trout.  On  Aug.  13 
Mr.  Collins,  on  the  Clough,  killed  twenty-five  trout, 
131b.,  and  on  the  Glenavy  and  Crumlen  somes  takes 
of  trout  up  to  Jib.  were  got.  The  Braid  was  recently 
limed.  Trout  fishing  is  improving  a  little  at  the 
Dams.  Mr.  R.  W.  Brock  at  Woodburn  killed  one 
3Jlb.  amongst  others.  The  Dromora  reaches  and 
the  Lagan  fished  well  lately,  and  unfortunately  the 
flax  water  will  soon  be  in.  It  will  not  do  much 
harm  if  the  present  showery  weather  continues 
apart  from  interrupting  sport. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry), — Sea-trout  are  now 
very  numerous  in  the  above  water.  The  best  basket 
had  recently  was  one  of  a  dozen  sea-trout  obtained 
by  Mr.  Bona.  Brown  trout  are  plentiful,  but  those 
had  are  generally  of  a  small  size. — T.  J.  D. 

Commeragh.  and  Inuy  (co.  Kerry). — These 
waters  have  been  in  order  on  a  couple  of  days,  but 
owing  to  unfavourable  weather  sport  w£is  not  as 
good  as  usual.  A  few  peal  have  been  had  on  the 
Inny  and  one  on  the  Cummeragh.  The  sea-trout 
Ashing  on  both  waters  has  been  fair  while  the  floods 
lasted.— T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballysliannon  and  Belleek). — The  water 
rising  and  falling  at  intervals^during  the  past  week, 
owing  to  the  heavy  rainfalls,  has  kept  the  river  in 
a  very  unsettled  state,  and  in  consequence  sport 
has  been  very  poor.  Major  Goldschmidt  landed 
three  salmon  of  171b.,  91b.,  and  81b.;  Mr.  Joseph 
Hone  landed  seven  salmon  {and  grilse  during  the 
past  week  of  111b.,  61b.,  61b.,  91b.,  51b.,  51b.,  and 
.Mb. ;  Mr.  Ellis  landed  five,  of  91b.,  81b.,  5lb.,  51b., 
and  51b. ;  Mr.  J.  Atkinson  landed  one  salmon  of 
71b. :  Mr.  Walters  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  and 
Professor  Cash  landed  six,  ranging  in  weight  from 
31b.  to  121b.  Sport  at  time  of  writing  continues 
poor. — M.  RoGAN  AKD  Sons. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle). — Lough  Arrow  Fish  Pre- 
servation Society  held  a  pike  fishing  competition  on 
Arrow  on  Aug.  15,  at  which  ten  boats  competed. 
The  largest  number  for  one  boat  was  twelve  pike, 
three  other  boats  had  eight  fish  each,  two  boats 
four  fish  each,  one  three  fish ;  the  largest  pike 
12^1b.  Altogether  there  were  forty-five  pike  killed 
from  11  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Mr.  J.  A.  Acheson  on  same 
evening  had  a  beautiful  trout,  4^1b.,  on  the  artificial 
fly. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Longh  Carrane,  etc.  (Waterrille,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  generally  agains*  angling, 
being  too  bright  at  times,  and  itoo  windy  and  wet 
at  other  times.  The  takes  of  sea-trout  had  on 
Lough  Currane  on  favourable  days  ranged  from 
three  to  nine  fish,  averaging  about  lib.  On  the 
upper  lakes  the  takes  averaged  about  six  sea-trout 
and  two  dozen  brown  trout  to  each  boat  daily. 
Sea-trout  are  now  arriving  in  these  latter  waters  in 
big  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Kelvin. — Treating  on  the  lake  continues 
good,  and  the  daily  takes  of  gillaroos  and  brown 
tr.iut  during  the  past  week  were  very  good.  The 
anglers  out  from  Garrison,  Kinlough,  Bundoran, 
etc.,  enjoyed  good  sport;  Mr.  E.  Mulhern  took  a 
brown  trout  of  5]^lb.,  on  Aug.  12,  and  thirteen  other 
trout  weighing  9lb. ;  Mr.  P.  Henry  took  several 
baskets  of  trout  during  the  past  week,  many  of  the 
trout  being  gillaroos  of  lib.  and  IJlb. ;  and  the 
baskets  of  trout,  generally  taken  by  the  various 
anglers  out  on  the  lake,  during  the  past  week  were 
all  of  a  decent  weight  and  nice  sized  fish. — M.  Hoqan 
AND  Sons. 

Monme  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 

Salmon  fishing  on  the  Mourne  was  interrupted  by 
the  floods,  but  at  tim^  of  writing  the  main  stream 
and  tributaries  are  in  order,  and  sport  promises 
well  till  the  futal  flax  water  influx  begins.  On 
Aug.  12,  Mr.  Dobson  killed  five  salmon;  .Mr. 
Scargill.  four  ;  Mr.  Rawson,  one  ;  Mr.  Spooner,  one  ; 
Mr.  Colgan,  five ;  Harkin,  seven ;  Bob  Barker, 
four;  the  biggest  fish,  killed  by  Mr.  Rawson, 
ecalcd  llflb.,  and  the  others  from  5Jlb.  to  91b. 
On  Aug.  14,  Dr.  James  Moore,  Belfast,  killed  one 
fish.  On  Aug.  16,  Mr.  Scargill  killed  one;  Mr. 
Rawson,  one;  Mr.  Dobson,  one;  Dr.  George  Moore, 
Dublin,  one  ;  Harkin,  one  ;  and  Mr.  Colgan,  one. — 
■I.  A.  B. 


Uoy  (Ballina,  oo.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
week  was  fair,  some  nice  fish  being  landed.  On 
Aug.  14  two  rods  got  six  fish  on  the  lower  reaches, 
and  there  was  a  few  got  on  the  upper  waters.  Trout 
fishing  in  the  estuary  was  bad  owing  to  flood,  very 
few  being  taken.  Lough  Conn. — Fishing  on  tho 
lake  was  poor  owing  to  high  water,  very  few  fish 
being  got.  There  was  some  nice  pike  got  at 
Clarke's  Hotel. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  river  now  is  just  getting  into  grand 
fishing  order,  and  good  sport  is  sure  to  follow.  Mr. 
Cousins  and  Mr.  C.  Garvey,  fishing  from  the  same 
boat,  had  five  grilse  and  one  salmon  on  Saturday 
last,  and  lost  that  much  more.  Both  gents  hooked, 
played,  and  killed  two  grilse  fat]  the  one  time — this 
is  something  rare.  Th^j  weight  of  Mr.  Cousins'  two 
grilse  was  5  Jib.  and  6  jib.,  and  the  salmon,  IGlb. ; 
Mr.  C.  Garvey's  three  grilse,  5jlb.,  6|lb.,  and  51b. 
Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  six  grilse,  321b. ;  Dr.  Adams, 
three  grilse,  161b.;  Mr.  John  Garvey,  three  grilse, 
5Jlb.,  61b.,  6Jlb. ;  Major  Jones,  five  grilse,  2Glb.  ; 
Mr.  Bell,  six  grilse,  321b. ;  Mr.  Smith,  eight  grilse, 
421b.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  enjoying  very  good 
sport;  best  take  for  one  rod  in  one  day,  nineteen, 
161b.  The  Palmerstown  river  fished  very  well  for 
salmon  and  sea-trout.  Both  loughs  are  very  high. 
Some  nice  trout  were  got  during  the  week.  Sport 
for  fcthe  coming  week  is  sure  to  be  good. — Pat 
Heaenes. 

Rosses  (Bungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Sea-trout 
fishing  continues  good  on  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses, 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  fish  and  one  salmon 
having  been  killed  in  the  past  week.  By  all  appear- 
ance the  lakes  hold  a  big  head  of  fish,  so  that  the 
prospects  are  really  good.  Amongst  the  best  baas 
made  were :  Rev.  Mr.  Raynor,  twelve,  on  Meenleck- 
nalore,  and  eight  and  seven  on  Dungloe;  Mr. 
Babington,  eight  on  Dungloe  ;  Mrs.  Lightfoot,  seven 
on  Meenlecknalore  ;  and  Mr.  Glenwalker,  amongst 
other  fish,  creeled  a  beauty  of  3|lb. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell). The  weather  has 
turned  very  wet  with  occasional  heavy  winds.  On 
Doonass,  Capt.  Ommaney  killed  one  salmon,  101b. ; 
on  Hermitage,  the  fishermen  killed  one  peal,  71b. — 
John  Enbight  and  Son, 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  continues  good.  Pollack 
anglers  are  now  getting  from  a  dozen  to  twenty 
fish  to  each  rod  or  handline. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — The  sea  has  been  quite  too  rough  for 
any  small  boats  to  venture  out  for  some  days  past. 
Anglers  are  trying  for  bass  daily  off  the  stone 
groynes.  At  the  time  of  writing  (17th)  the  sea  is 
calming  down. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Cooler  water  with  a  fair 
amount  of  colour  has  brought  about  a  little  im- 
provement in  sport  recently,  although  matters  still 
rule  somewhat  slow.  Codling  in  fair  numbers 
have  been  taken^  upon  various  baits,  but  flatfish  of 
all  kinds  are  few  and  far  between.  On  Aug.  13, 
four  well-known  pollack  anglers— Messrs.  Sexton, 
Newell,  Nicholls,  and  Curry — -each  succeeded  by 
skilful  angling  in  bagging  a  few  small  pollack,  but 
bottom  fishing  proved  quite  unproductive.  The 
best  catch  of  the  following  day  fell  to  the  rod  of 
Miss  May  E.  Satsford,  who  ,  landed  three  codling 
and  a  pollack,  her  largest  fish  scaling  over  21b. 
On  Aug.  15  about  a  score  of  codling,  several  sole- 
dabs,  weevers,  and  two  congers  constituted  the 
majority  of  the  day's  catch,  premier  honours  falling 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tress.  Aug.  16  yielded  the  best 
sport  recently  realised,  though  anything  like  heavy 
bags  were  out  of  the  question.  Some  two  score 
codling,  a  few  dabs,  and  some  large  pollack  came 
to  hand,  the  largest  pollack,  one  of  nearly  41b., 
falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  H.  E.  B.  Green,  of 
Sydenham,  while  bottom  fishing.  Mr.  Sexton 
secured  six  pollack  upon  the  evening  tide  by  skilful 
and  patient  angling,  and  the  brothers  Newell  made 
a  nice  catch  of  codling  soon  after  dark.  Pier 
patrons  on  Aug.  17  did  but  little  until  the  afternoon, 
when  a  few  dabs  and  codling  were  taken. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall).  —  Good  sport  is  being  had 
outside  the  harbour  with  pollack  and  large  bream, 
and  inside  the  harbour  anglers  are  takmg  bass, 
pollack,  red  and  grey  mullet  and  mackerel.  There 
are  a  lot  of  yachts  in  the  harbour. — H. 

Heme  Ba^. — The  tides  have  been  unsuitable 
for  bass  fishing  from  the  pier  this  week,  and  owing 
to  the  rough  weather  very  few  anglers  have  ven 
tured  out  in  boats,  and  no  catches  worth  reporting 
have  been  taj^en.  The  sea  has,  however,  now 
settled  down  again,  and  good  catches  should  be 
reported  this  week,  for,  as  the  boatman  seiid, 
"  there's  plenty  of  'em  out  there,  they  only  want 
catching." — J.  E.  Griiter. 

Penzance. — Sport  moderate.    Dr.  Mackintosh, 
fishing  at  the  back  of  St.  Michael's  Mount  with  rod  J 


and  fine  gut  tackle,  had  fifteen  minutes'  fine  play 
with  a  pollack  which,  when  landed,  weighed  131b. 
Messrs.  Bates,  Wheeler,  Hall,  and  Longstaff,  all 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  are  here,  and  given  fine 
weather  I  hope  to  have  something  good  to  report. 
Mr.  Rosenthal's  catches  this  week  are  :  On  Aug.  10, 
one  ling,  six  scad,  twenty  bream,  seven  polhick ;  on 
Aug.  11,  eight  mackerel,  one  pollack,  ono  (icrrick, 
one  large  whiting,  six  pouting,  threu  gurnar  l,  one 
conger,  eight  bream  ;  on  Aug.  13,  two  scad,  one 
gurnard,  one  large  dogfish,  fifteen  bream,  twelve 
pollack  ;  on  Aug.  16,  five  large  dogfish,  four  wrasse, 
one  crawfish,  thirty  bream,  seven  pollack,  two 
gurnard,  one  pouting,  one  shark. — J.  H.  Rowe 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — All  fishermen,  whether  amateurs  or 
professionals,  have  been  doing  very  well  during  the 
week,  and  several  who  have  been  returning  from 
Looe,  Fowey,  and  the  various  Cornish  fishing 
resorts,  all  report  same  success.  The  shoals  of 
mackerel  have  to  a  certain  extent  broken  up,  and 
the  fish  are  now  being  taken  at  the  bottom  with 
ground  lines  and  small  pieces  of  squid  and  pilchard. 
The  pollack  are  so  plentiful  that  the  fishermen  are 
getting  tired  of  them,  and  are  devoting  their 
attention  to  the  bass,  of  which  at  the  present  time 
we  have  plenty  here,  in  fact  it  ia  many  years 
since  we  had  such  sport  with  them,  and 
fisherrrien  are  coming  from  all  parts  to  try  for 
them.  The  whiting  boats  are  still  doing  well,  and 
large  quantities  of  pouting  are  being  caught  at  the 
various  pits  in  the  Sound.  —  William  Heabdeu 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Ramcigate. — With  the  exception  of  one  catch  of 
about  four  score  of  good  pouting  on  the  morning 
of  Aug.  17,  there  is  little  to  report,  the  weather 
having  been  too  boisterous ;  should  the  weather 
settle  fishing  should  be  good  for  the  week-end  as  the 
water  will  be  then  of  good  colour. — Grey  Mullett. 

Tenby  (South  Wales). — Mackerel  are  still  being 
caught  by  ''whiffing,"  but  owing  to  the  strong  wind  j 
from  the  south-west  boat  anglers  have  not  done 
much  during  the  past  few  days. — H. 

Weymouth. — There  is  not  much  to  report  this 
week,  the  tides  having  been  slack,  and  the  weather 
rather  unfavourable  for  fishing.  There  have  been 
some  good  catches  of  mackerel  on  hook  and  line, 
several  boats  having  between  eight  and  twelve 
dozen.  Small  pollack  are  plentiful  just  outside  the 
harbour,  but  the  bass  seem  to  have  gone  away,  only 
two  or  three  having  been  caught,  weight  about  31b. 
to  41b.  On  Aug.  12  there  were  a  lot  of  grey  mullet 
up  the  backwater,  but  they  were  small,  and  I  did 
not  hear  of  any  being  taken  on  the  hook.  Wo 
hope  to  have  a  good  entry  for  our  competitions  in 
September,  for  which  there  are  gold,  silver,  and 
bronze  medals,  besides  other  prizes  of  good  value. 
There  is  to  be  three  days'  boat  competition,  and 
one  day  shore  competition,  and  given  favourable 
weather  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record  some  good 
catches. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 

Anglers'  Association, 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  wa=)  held  on 
Monday  last,  at  which  fifty-four  societies  were  re- 
presented, the  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett, 
occupying  the  chair.  Cheques  amounting  to 
£17  Od.  4d.  were  ordered  to  be  drawn.  Delegates 
were  reminded  that  accounts  had  been  forwarded 
to  all  societies,  and  that  the  amounts  would  be  due 
by  the  end  of  present  month,  and  the  September 
salaries  and  rents  will  beveryheavy.  The  Netting  and 
Restocking  Fund  rules  and  regulations  were  sub- 
mitted, approved,  and  adopted.  The  secretary  gave 
notice  that  members  angling  in  the  Running  Pond  at 
Uxbridge  must  not  fish  at  "the  Point"  on  ths 
meadow  side,  as  Mr.  Crosbie  Gil  bey,  the  owner  of 
the  fishery  and  the  meadow  land,  is  determined  to 
stop  anglers  fishing  in  his  private  and  preserved 
fishery  immediately  above  the  canal.  Members  are 
cautioned  not  to  fish  or  attempt  to  fish  there,  or 
their  tickets  will  be  withdrawn.  Night  fishing  has 
been  indulged  in  at  Waltham  and  Cheshunt ;  the 
bailiffs  have  been  instructed  to  stop  this  practice, 
and  if  necessary  legal  steps  will  be  resorted  to  under 
the  LeaConservancy  Act,  Chap.  XI.,  Clause  D — "To 
fish  for.  or  take,  or  attempt  to  take,  any  fish  except 
in  the  daytime,  that  is  to  say,  between  the  beginnin>{ 
of  the  last  hour  before  sunrise  and  the  end  of  the 
first  hour  after  sunset." — R.  W.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Association — Challenge  Shield. 
There  were  four  matches  fished  off  in  above  com- 
petition. Results  as  follows: — Good  Litent  beat 
White  Hart ;  Royal  Oak  beat  Enterprise ;  Carhon 
beat  WiUesden  Piscatorials ;  Earl  Darnley  beat 
Stepney  A.S.  Fixtures  for  Aug.  21 : — At  Slough 
Canal,  A.  A.  Water,  Allison  United  v.  Walworth 
Waltonians ;  Warwick  Castle  Jolly  Anglers  v.  St. 
John's;  Hanwell  Piscatorials  v.  Holloway  A.S. — 
F.  A.  Gray. 


144 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  20,  1904 


City  of  London  Pisoatobiax  Society^ 
The  meeting  of  Tuesday  last  at  Broad-street 
Restaurant  was  very  ably  presided  over  by  Mr. 
J.  W.  Grubb.  Many  members,  including  Messrs. 
Begernie,  Graham,  jun.,  Grubb,  Hurren,  James, 
Salisbury,  and  Wame,  reported  recent  fishing  at 
the  society's  Wraysbury  water,  the  results  generally 
being  satisfactory,  and  comprising  mixed  catches  of 
perch,  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  and  bleak ;  very  good 
sport  is  expected  at  this  water  later  on.  Mr.  H. 
G.  Lee,  fishing  —  some  few  days  —  at  Burwell 
(Cambridgeshire)  had  taken  a  fine  lot  of  bream, 
etc.,  together  with  a  nice  perch  of  2^Ib.,  the  latter 
(in  Cooper's  hands)  being  set  up.  Three  gentlemen 
were  nominated  for  membership,  ballot  to  take 
place  on  Aug.  30.  Members  were  reminded  by  the 
chairman  of  the  outing  to  Wraysbury  on  Tuesday, 
Aug.  23,  when  a  medal  in  each  class  will  be  awarded 
for  best  chub,  roach,  and  dace  taken  above  C.L.P.S. 
standard.  Fishing  to  commence  after  the  arrival 
of  9.30  a  m.  train  from  Waterloo,  members  returning 
by  7.50  p.m.  or  earlier  from  Wraysbury,  Supple- 
mentary bye-laws,  etc.,  to  the  society's  rules  will 
be  ready  for  issue  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  next. 
Mr.  Graham,  jun.,  received  the  thanks  of  the  meeting 
for  an  addition  to  the  society's  artistic  and  archaco- 
logical  collection,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. — Hon,  Sec. 

Gresham" Angling  Society, 
August  as  a  holiday  month  ia  responsible  for  the 
small  and  select  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  over  which 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  presided.  Mr.  Zerfass  reported  on 
a  holiday  trip  in  Cornwall,  his  best  catches  being 
conger  and  gurnard ;  Mr.  Gray,  a  241b.  basket  of 
roach  and  bream  ;  Messrs.  Gill  and  Salmond,  nice 
lots  of  roach  and  bream  from  the  Kentish  Stour. 
Many  of  our  members  took  an  interest  in  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament,  but  widhing  to  go  further  into 
the  matter  have  decided  to  put  a  date  aside — 
probably  early  in  September — when  a  discussion 
on  "  What  I  Saw,  Heard,  and  Learnt  at  the  Tourna- 
ment "  will  be  opened.  Members  will  have  notice 
of  the  date  when  fixed.  The  proposed  Anglo-French 
Competition  was  favourably  spoken  of,  and  it  was 
decided  to  bring  the  matter  up  again  at  the  next 
meeting.  Members  kindly  note. — Hon.  Sec. 
HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society, 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  on  Aug.  1 6.  Messrs.  C.  and 
A.  Spencer  were  nominated  for  membership.  Mr, 
S.  Stone  was  elected  as  captain  of  the  team,  eJso  to 
act  on  committee  of  A.  A.  Challenge  Shield  compe- 
tition. Members  of  team  are  reminded  that  the 
train  starts  at  8.10  a.m.  from  Paddington  next 
Sunday.  Mr.  F.  Berry  attended  with  a  nice  show  of 
fish — dace,  111b.  8oz.,  roach,  lopb.,  grayling  up  to 
lib.  12^z.  The  other  successful  members  for  the 
past  week  were  Messrs.  T.  Stone,  W.  Radburn 
S.  Stone,  W.  Larkman,  W.  Larkman,  jun.,  and 
A.  Gutteridge. — H.  C.  Mabtin,  Hon.  Sec. 

Ipswich  Piscatobial  Ramblees. 
Several  members  have  been  enjoying  excellent 
sport  during  the  past  week.    Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins 
got  well  amongst  the  roach  in  the  Gipping,  his  bags 
for  five  consecutive  days  being  respectively  15 Jib., 
lOflb.,  101b.,  lilb.,  and  G^b. ;  Messrs.  A.  H.  and  F. 
King,  in  one  afternoon,  took  bags  of  41b.  5Joz.  and 
41b.  4^oz.,  the  largest  roach  scaling  15Joz.  ;  Mr, 
C.  F.  Bradford  weighed  in  one  roach  of  lib,  4^oz. 
In  the  salt  water  some  good  catches]  of  smelts  have 
been  taken  in    Felixstowe  Dock.    On  Aug.  13, 
spinning  from  the  pier,  Mr.  J.  C.  Sparkes  took  two 
bass,  the  largest  being  41b.  5Joz.    Shoals  of  grey 
mullet  have  been  seen  in  Ipswich  Dock  during;  the 
last  few  weeks,  but  so  far  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
being  captured. — H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 
Piscatobial  Society. 
Mr,  C,  H.   Bywaters  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting  and  gave  an  interesting  account  of  a  fishing 
holiday  he  and  Mr,  W,  G.  Fletcher  had  had  in 
Forfarshire.    Clova  was  the  place  visited,  but  sport 
was  to  some  extent  spoiled  through  want  of  water, 
the  weather  being,  too,  all  against  angling.  For 
three  weeks  there  was  no  rain  to  speak  of,  but 
on  the   day    the  members  left   it   came  down 
copiously.    Mr.  Fletcher  showed  a  May  Fly  and  a 
large  Red  Sedge  captured  at  Clova,  and  it  was  men 
tioned  that  there  was  a  good  rise  of  the  former  fly 
in  the  part  of  Scotland  named.    The  chairman  and 
his  companion  had  trout,  the  former  as  reported 
last  week  getting  a  salmon  of  6Ib.    The  only  news 
from  the  Kennet  was  that  Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon  killed  a 
.'jib.  pike.    At  Uxbridge  sport  all  round  had  been 
fairly  good,  especially  amongst  roach.    Mr.  H.  P. 
Thompson  made  a  big  bag  on  Aug.  13,  though 
nothing  over  lib,  came  to  the  net.    The  roach,  too, 
took  the  fly   fairly  well,  "  Tup's  IndLspensible 
being  the  most  successful  pattern.    This  bears  a 
faint  resemblance  to   "  Pulex,"    and  the  roach 
rootling  among  the  weeds  seemed  attracted  by  it 
when  fished  semi-submerged.   Mr.  Forster  Hardy 
killed  a  brace  of  trout  weighing  31b,  12oz.,  and 


many  perch  had  been  landed,  but,  for  the  most 
part,  returned.  The  bream  have  put  in  an  appear- 
ance this  season — last  year  it  will  be  remembered 
they  could  not  be  found,  or  refused  to  feed.  On 
Saturday,  several  were  taken  up  to  21b.  2oz.  and 
heavier  ones  lost,  so  that  it  is  evident  they  are  in 
their  accustomed  places  and  inclined  to  take  either 
crust,  gentles,  or  worms.  It  was  reported  that  the 
weeds  on  the  Lambourn  had  been  cut  last  week. 
— Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY, 


On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  took 
the  chair.     Reports  were  read  from  agents  and 
members  of  the  fishing  at  a  large  number  of  the 
society's  stations.    On  the  east  coast  weather  had 
much  interfered  with  sport,  strong  winds  prevailing, 
but  at  Filey,  mackerel  were  in  evidence,  whiting 
taken  freely,  and  a  101b.  turbot  secured.  King's 
Lynn  and  the  Wash,  poor  sport,  tides  being  bad. 
Deal  and  Walmer  the  S.W,  gale  had  thickened  the 
water,    sport  improved,   some  nice    pollack  up 
to    41b,    having    been    taken ;    large  quantities 
of    sea-trout  had  made  their   appearance,  and 
by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hussey,  among  those  taken 
was  found  a  fish  of  61b,  Soz.,  to  all  appearance  a 
true  salmon  and  not  a  sea-trout,  a  photograph  of 
which  was  handed  round  to  members.  The  fish  was 
taken  in  a  draw  net  off  Sandown  Castle  on  Aug.  12, 
and  it  was  hoped  might  prove  to  be  one  of  a  number 
on  its  way  back  to  the  Thames,    It  was  found  to 
contain    two  whole,  but    partly  digested,  sand 
launce,  which,  should  it  upon  further  examina- 
tion prove    to  be    a    true  Salmo  salar,  would 
afford  some  much  needed  information  upon  its 
feeding  habits.    On  the  south  coast,  fair  takes  had 
been  made,  bass  plentiful,  nine  having  been  taken, 
the  largest  ll^b.    Littlehampton :  Good  takes  of 
sea-bream,  and  good  mullet  up  to  21b,  Parkstone 
(by  Poole) :  The  agent  and  four  friends  have  taken 
fifty  dozen  whiting,  twenty-seven  conger,  of  from 
21b.  to  12ilb.,  and  bass,  including  two  of  SJlb.  and 
15pb.    On  the  Cornish  coast,  at  Polperro,  weather 
having  been  fine,  good  catches  of  bass,  pollack, 
mackerel,  and  bream;  a  lady  having  taken  forty 
mackerel,  and  pollack  up  to  91b.,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour.    East  Looe  :  Fourteen  pollack  by  one 
angler  up  to  141b.    Helford  river:  Quantities  of 
mullet,  red  and  grey.    Coverack :  Weather  uncer- 
tain, but  much  pollack,  bream,  and  mackerel  taken, 
and  bream  plentifuL    At  Penzance,  four  members, 
Messrs.  Bates,  Wheeler,  Hall,  and  Longstaff,  had 
arrived.    Mr.  Rosenthal  had  a  good  week's  fishing, 
taking  large  quantities  of  bass  and  pollack,  and  a 
fair  number  of  gurnard,  conger,  scad,  wrasse,  and 
ling.   Padstow  :  Plenty  of  bass,  mackerel,  flounders, 
and  plaice,  and  the  fishing  at  Ilfracombe  had  been 
good.  Maryport :  Small  takes  of  codling,  up  to  141b. 
to  281b.  in  three  or  four  hours.    In  Wales,  Aberyst- 
wyth, fine  mackerel,  bass,  and  bream,  whiting  very 
small,  Aberdovey :  Fine  mackerel,  conger,  and  skate, 
and  good  flounders.  Barmouth:  Mackerel  in  plenty 
and  good  bass.    In  Scotland :  Lochinver,  weather 
very  wet,  but  plenty  of  haddock,  gurnard,  conger, 
coalfish,  and  ling.    A  member.  Dr.  Hinton  Bateman, 
of  York,  had  ninety-seven  haddock,  twenty-four 
gurnard,  two  conger,  12ilb.  and  231b,,  and  hooked  a 
large  halibut  which  broke  away  in  securing.  Lerwick 
(Shetland),  cod,  haddock,  saith,  flounders,  and  hake. 
Ireland  ( Ballycotton) :  Mr.  Hearn,  a  member,  caught 
sixteen  pollack,  averaging  71b.  one  day,  and  eight 
— 601b. — another,  besides  bream  and  whiting.  A 
communication  from  Tenby  gave  the  take  of  Mr. 
Wm.  Howard,  a  most  successful  bass  fisher,  in  five 
days,  222  fish,  weighing  4491b.    Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
had  been  fishing  at  Hunstanton,  but  without  result. 
These  matters  and  the  prospects  of  the  coming 
week  having  been  discussed,  the  chairman  drew 
attention  to  the  subject  of  the  evening,  a  paper  by 
Mr.  A.  Wi  Parker,  who  he  described  as  being 
the  veteran  sea  angler  from  whose  teaching  and 
an  experience  of  sea  angling,  dating  back  years 
before  the  formation  of  the  society,  they  had  all 
learnt  much  of  what  they  knew  upon  the  subject 
Mr,  A.  W.  Ptirker  then  read  a  carefully  prepared 
paper,  entitled,   "Hints    to  Amateur  Anglers," 
defining  their  duty  as  being  first  to  find  the  fish,  then 
to  tempt  them  with  suitable  baits,  but  above  all  to 
use  such  cunningly  and  carefully  designed  tackle  and 
appliances  as  would  with  certainty  hook  and  secure 
them.    And  then  was  given  in  all  its  fulness  the 
stored  up  experiences  of  a  lifetime,  exact  knowledge 
of  tides,  springs  and  neaps,  and  the  hour  and  minute, 
the  constant  use  of  the  compass  and  the  aneroid,  6tnd 
a  keen  watch  upon  the  weather.    Choice  and  care 
of  bait  was  followed  by  a  dissertation  upon  suitable 
rods,  winches,  lines,  leads,  hooks,  traces,  booms 
and  the  full  paraphernalia  of  the  modem  sea  angler, 
specimens  being  handed  round  for  instruction  and 
criticism.    Boating  nets  and  a  very  effective  look- 
ing gaff  were  not  forgotten,  until  a  complete 


armoury  of  weapons  waa  circulating  round  the 
room.  And  as  the  lecturer  evidently  believed  in 
the  comfort  of  the  sportsman  ministering  to  good 
sport,  waterproof  seats,  an  apron,  rod  bags,  water- 
bottle,  sandwich  basket,  and  a  nest  of  Japanese 
baskets  to  "contain  the  varied  assortment  were  added 
until  the  *  tables  were  covered.  The  defensive 
weapon  against  steamboats  with  wicked  intent — 
a  powerful  whistle — was  added,  and  the  "  tale  "  waa 
complete.  Much  discussion  ensued,  in  which,  among 
others,  Messrs.  Hyde,  Kemp,  Tucker,  Howard, 
Waller,  Minchin  and  the  chairman  took  part,  all 
joining  in  thanks  to  Mr.  Parker  for  the  trouble  he 
had  taken,  Mr.  Minchin  pointing  out  that  such  a 
collection  deserved  careful  notes  being  taken  by 
junior  members  who  would  probably,  as  he  had 
done,  gradually  reduce  the  size  of  the  outfit  to  its 
smallest  denominator,  a  process  certainly  better 
if  more  expensive  than  i  the  reverse  process 
commencing  with  the  bent  pin.  Votes  of  thanks  to 
lecturer  and  chairman  were  duly  passed.      H.  P. 


THE  YORKSHIRE  ESK  AND  SALMON 
POACHING. 


A  meeting  waa  held  at  Whitby  on  Tuesday, 
Aug.  9,  of  the  Esk  (Yorkshire)  Fishery  Board. 
Colonel  Richardson  presided.  The  principal  business 
was  to  consider  the  situation  that  has  arisen  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recent  prosecution  of  local  fishermen 
for  using  their  salmon  nets  in  a  manner  contrary  to 
the  statute.    It  may  be  remembered  that  the  pro- 
ceedings were  instituted  by  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Fishmongers,  London,  the  Fishery  Board,  believ- 
ing that  the  licensees  were  not  at  fault,  having 
refused  to  take  the  matter  up.    The  Fishmongers' 
Company  were  induced  to  move,  on  the  repre- 
sentation  of   Mr,    Francis   Ley,  a   member  of 
the  Board,  and  a  riparian  owner  with  the  fishing 
rights  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk.    Mr.  Ley, 
who  had  privately  engaged  two  water  bailiffs  from 
Scotland,  obtained  certain  information  which  he 
desired  to  place  before  the  committee  of  the  Board, 
but  the  chairman  refused  to  call  the  committee 
together,  and  it  waa  in  consequence  of  this  that  Mr, 
Ley  laid  the  case  before  the  Fishmongers'  Company, 
The  chairman  made  a  short  statement.    He  said 
the  fishermen  at  Whitby  were  licensed  to  use  drift 
or  hang  nets,  and  until  the  recent  prosecution  they 
were  under  the  impression  that  they  were  using 
them  in  a  perfectly  legitimate  way.    He  was  pre- 
pared to  admit,  in  the  light  of  what  had  since 
occurred,  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  he  had 
called  the  committee  together  when  requested  to  do 
so  by  Mr.  Ley,  but  he  thought  at  the  time  that 
Mr,  Ley,  who  only  made  general  and  not  specific 
charges,  heid  found  a  mare's  nest.    He  had  ques- 
tioned their  own  water  bailiff,  who,  like  the  fisher- 
men and  the  Board  as  well,  was  not  aware  that 
anything  illegal  waa  being  done.    He  was  not  aware 
that  Mr.  Ley  had  employed  those  spies  from  Scot- 
land, which  he  regarded  as  anything  but  courteous 
to  the  committee.  Mr.  Ley  related  the  circumstan  ce  a 
leading  up  to  the  prosecution,  and  said  if  there  had 
been  any  discourtesy  at  el\  it  had  been  displayed 
towards  him  by  the  refusal  of  the  chairman  to 
listen  to  his  complaint  when  he  deaired  to  make 
it,  in  the  first  instance,  in  a  loyal  and  friendly  way. 
Mr.  Yeomans  said    it  was   a   mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Fishmongers'  Company  were  the  only 
body  outside  the  Board   who  could  have  been 
appealed  to,  for  there  were  the  County  Council  and 
the  North-Eastem  District  lisheries'  Joint  Com- 
mittee.   Those  two  bodies  would  have  had  con- 
siderably more  locua  standi  than  the  Fishmongers' 
Company.    Yorkshiremen  thought  they  were  able 
to  manage  their  own  affairs,  and  for  an  alien  body 
like  the  Fishmongers'  Company  to  come  down  and 
interfere  was  not  only  an  act  of  great  discourtesy, 
but  he  would  go  further  and  describe  it  as  an  act  of 
supreme  impertinence.  After  some  further  remarks, 
Mr,  Ley  moved  the  following  resolution:  "That 
this  Board,  being  desirous  of  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  under  which  it 
is  appointed,  regrets  that  the  chairman  took  the 
responsibility  of  declining  to  convene  a  meeting  of 
the  management  committee  to  meet  Mr,  Francis 
Ley,  one  of  the  elected  conservators,  and  his 
solicitor,  to  consider  evidence  in  their  possession 
upon  which  certain  persons  have  since  been  con- 
victed on  a  prosecution  instituted  by  the  Fish- 
mongers'   Company."     Mr.    R,    Hay  seconded, 
because  the  action  of  the  chairman  bad  caused  the 
committee  to  be  blamed  for  what  they  really  knew 
nothing  whatever  about.    Mr.  Yeomans  hoped  the 
resolution  would  not  be  carried,  as  it  amounted  to 
a  vote  of  censure  on  the  chairman,  and  the  result 
might  be  imdesirable.    Eventually  the  resolution 
was  lost  by  four  votes  to  two,  several  members 
remaining  neutral.    The  Board  afterwards  went 
into  committee  to  discuss  means   for  securing 
obedience  to  the  statute. 
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Pfovineial  AfigliDg  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meetiog  of  the  committee  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held  on 
Thursday  evening  (Aug.  11)  at  the  headquartera, 
when  the  Swan  Society  and  the  Al  Society  were 
affiliated  to  the  association.  The  balance-sheet 
went  to  show  that  the  sum  of  £114  Is.  lay  in  the 
bank  to  the  credit  of  the  association ;  the  sheet 
was  passed  as  very  satisfactory.  A  charge  was  mside 
against  certain  members  for  using  bad  language  in 
the  train  after  returning  home  from  a  contest.  The 
members  in  question  were  brought  before  the 
committee,  when  Mr.  F.  Coles,  the  chairman, 
in  strong  words  condemned  their  conduct,  as  this 
kind  of  thing  would  not  be  tolerated  in  the  future. 
The  members  apologised  for  what  they  had  done, 
and  the  member  who  had  made  the  charge  against 
them  being  satisfied,  the  matter  w£is  passed  over. 
The  report  of  the  visitors  to  Abingdon  re  the  forth- 
coming contest  was  received,  and  the  offer  of 
the  Abingdon  Association  to  assist  in  furthering 
the  success  of  the  contest,  was  accepted.  We 
have  had  a  nice  change  in  the  weather.  We 
have  had  some  nice  showers  which  have  done  much 
to  ifreshen  up  the  water.  Sport  has  considerably 
improved,  and  some  excellent  catches  of  roach 
and  bream  have  been  had  from  the  Avon  in  particu- 
lar. This  river  ia  now  in  good  order ;  at  Wyre 
Piddle  two  of  our  members  caught  301b.  of 
roach  and  bream  on  Aug.  12,  and  other  good 
catches  have  been  had  from  Stratford,  and 
down  the  river  the  fish  aro  just  now  well  on 
the  feed.  In  the  Evesham  district  sport  has 
been  very  good.  The  Trent  has  been  fished 
with  good  results ;  good  baskets  have  been  the 
order  of  the  day. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Just  now  anglers  are  having  a  most  successful 
time  on  the  Fen  waters,  and  nearly  all  branches  of 
sport  are  proving  remunerative.  Bream  are  more 
a-jtive  than  they  have  been  for  two  or  three  weeks 
past.  The  Witham  has  yielded  specimens  up  to 
5^1b.,  and  the  Kirkateetd,  Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke 
districts  have  furnished  the  best  bags.  Some  fine 
samples  of  roach  and  rudd  come  daily  to  hand 
from  the  drains  at  Boston.  The  banks  of  some 
streams  have  presented  a  very  animated  appear- 
ance, being  besieged  with  anglers  of  all  descriptions. 
Forty-foot  angling  is  first-class,  but  fishermen  are 
again  having  trouble  with  the  weeds.  Those  who 
patronise  the  Forty-foot  waters  are  advised  to  try 
the  middle  reaches,  which  are  not  so  much  over- 
fished as  those  at  the  riverside  stations  between 
Heckington  and  Boston. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  has  been  in  grand  condition  for 
angling  operations  for  the  past  few  weeks,  and  from 
the  upper  waters  and  Drifheld  Canal  a  quantity  of 
roach  have  Ijeen  taken,  weighing  from  lib.  to 
lib.  5foz.  each.  Some  grand  fish  have  also  been 
caught  in  the  tidal  waters,  amongst  which  a  roach 
Bcalmg  lib.  lofoz.  was  caught  at  Grovehill  and  below 
Beverley  Beck-end.  Mr.  Bowen,  of  Hull,  secured  a 
bream  weighing  close  on  51b.  Several  club  matches 
have  been  decided  during  the  past  week  or  so, 
especially  on  the  River  Ancholme  and  some  grand 
sport  obtained.  On  Aug.  10  the  Hull  Wednesday 
Association  fished  a  match  at  Horkstow,  when  Mr. 
Frank  Carle  secured  the  first  prize  with  161b.  12oz., 
Mr.  W.  Chapman  101b.  OJoz.,  and  Mr  H.  Pedder 
61b.  13^oz.,  and  on  Aug.  15  the  West  Hull  Angling 
•  Association  fished  their  second  match  of  the  season 
at  Saxby  Bridge,  Mr.  Tom  Barber  topping  the 
prize  winners  with  a  little  over  91b. ;  Mr.  K.  H. 
Barlow,  71b.,  second;  6uid  Mr.  Geo.  Cheeseman, 
with  61b.  odd,  third. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Both  trout  and  char  are  still  very  difficult  to 
capture.    The  heavy  rain  which  has  fallen  may 
possibly  liven  them  up  a  bit.    Bottom  fishers  are 
having  a  good  time   amongst   perch  and  pike. 
The  rain  of  Aug.  13  and  14  brought  the  streams 
out  in  full  spate.    Aug.  15  saw  a  nice  clear  brown 
I    water  running,  and  some  good  takes  were  made 
amongst  both  white  and  brown  trout.    Mr.  Lee 
'     (the  Field]  had  a  fine  lot  in  the  Levens  fishery, 
while  higher  up  the  stream  Mr.  Fulton  killed  a  nice 
I    sea-trouo  of  4Jlb.    The  flood  came  at  a  very  oppor- 
!    tune  time ;   the  highest  tides  of  the  season  are 
1    running,  and,  being  the  week-end,  the  nets  were  off, 
f    BO  that  if  we  are  to  have  a  good  "  run  "  of  migra- 
'    tory  sea-fish,  it  will  be  now  or  never,  at  all  events 
{or  tbia  aeaoon. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  open  match  at  Leigh  on  Aug.  13  was  a 
great  success,  and  there  was  a  good  entry  and  fairly 
good  sport.  Mr.  John  Yates  secured  the  first  prize. 
The  Clowes'  Angling  Club  at  Irlam  on  Aug.  14  did 
well,  Mr.  T.  Harding  was  the  lucky  man.  The 
Stanley  Angling  Society,  Leigh,  are  due  at  Butts 
to-day  to  fish  a  match.  The  Swinton  Anglers  at 
Astley,  on  Aug.  13,  had  a  good  time,  Sykes,  sen.  and 
jnn.,  head  the  prize  list.  Still  another  good  result  was 
obtained  by  the  Little  Hulton  Club  at  Worsley  on 
Saturday  last,  Mr.  S.  Heat  securing  premier  honours. 
The  Warrington  Anglers  were  out  in  force  about 
Moore  on  Saturday  last,  and  their  next  event,  the 
medal  competition,  will  be  an  interesting  one. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Amongst  the  excitement  of  contests,  etc.,  in  this 
city,  we  have  a  few  items  of  extra  special  interest. 
First  of  all,  Mr.  Winstanley  is  the  lucky  captor  of  a 
brown  trout  from  the  Manifold,  surely  a  big  'un," 
and  doubtless  a  cannibal,  better  dead  than  alive, 
51b.,  length,  23in.,  girth,  12 Jin.  The  result  of  the 
inter-club  match  between  the  Welcomb  and  George 
Angling  Societies  is  noteworthy ;  they  both  got 
sixty-three  fish,  but  the  Welcomb  catch  was 
12|oz.  the  heaviest.  The  event,  however,  was  most 
enjoyable.  In  the  Royal  Walton  match  Mr.  L. 
Peets  heads  the  list.  The  Lower  Broughton  A.S. 
are  very  busy  just  at  present.  The  Openshaw 
Centrals  expect  to  turn  out  seventy-five  rods  for 
their  next  match  at  Althorpe.  The  O.  B.  and  C. 
match  at  Althorpe  on  Aug.  14  was  satisfactory,  Mr. 
Pennington  taking  first  prize  with  Iflb.  of  fish. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

High  winds  and  heavy  rains  at  intervals  have 
not  favoured  the  doings  of  our  anglers,  who,  how- 
ever, have  gone  out  in  considerable  force.  The 
Trent  has  undergone  little  change,  the  water  being 
unusually  low  and  clear,  and  thus  in  condition  for 
barbelling  with  either  worm  or  greaves.  With  the 
former  Mr.  J.  H.  Jackson,  of  the  City  Piscatorial 
Society,  has'taken  a  grand  lot  of  fish  at  Averham 
Weirs;  and ii; first-rate  sport  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  E. 
Wildgoose,  of  Derby,  is  reported  from  King's  Mills. 
Barbel  have  also  been  landed  at  Colwick  Weirs, 
Holme  Pierrepont,  Kelham,  and  Fiskerton.  Roach 
have  shown  improved  sport  to  gentles,  though  creod 
wheat  has  almost  daily  accounted  for  substantial 
bags.  On  the  lower  Greet,  on  Aug.  11,  Mr.  T.  B. 
Potter,  whilst  trouting  with  Mr.  T.  D.  Lewis, 
succeeded  in  creeling,  in  one  hole,  a  magnificent 
brace  of  fish  (roach).  They  showed  great  fight, 
and  weighed  lib.  12joz.  each.  They  were  females 
in  the  pink  of  condition.  A  few  chub  are  being  got 
on  the  Clifton  waters  with  wasp  grub  and  also 
with  the  fly.  News  is  scarce  from  Shardlow  and 
Cavendish  Bridge,  though  roach  are  said  to  have 
been  taking  creed  wheat  freely. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  rivers  are  very  low  and  fine  in  spite  of  the 
heavy  rain  we  have  had,  and  the  weather  during 
the  week  very  favourable.  Wind  S.W.,  but  sport 
very  indifferent  all  round.  Some  fine  fish  have  been 
caught  by  several,  but  they  have  been  few  in  number. 
Mr.  W.  Bridges,  of  the  City  Club,  had  some  fine 
trout  and  grayling  ;  Mr.  G.  Martin,  three  and  a  half 
brace  of  trout,  heaviest  21b. ;  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  four 
and  a  half  brace  of  trout  and  grayling,  caught  with 
the  fly  in  the  Teme  ;  Mr.  H.  Wdliams,  a  fair  mixed 
basket  of  trout,  grayling,  and  dace,  caught  in  the 
Teme ;  also  Messrs.  Evans  and  Thomas  had  a  few 
brace  of  trout  from  private  water — two  brace  of 
rainbows,  over  21b.  each,  very  handsome  fish, 
which  gave  fine  sport.  In  some  parts  of  the 
Teme  the  dace  have  gone  well  at  the  Black 
Gnat  and  at  the  maggot,  and  some  fine  fish 
have  been  creeled.  The  Severn  has  not  fished 
well  this  week ;  some  fair  dishes  of  roach  have  been 
taken  with  the  stewed  wheat,  and  a  good  creel  or 
two  of  chub  with  wasp  grubs.  Very  little  has  besn 
done  on  the  Avon.  The  St.  John's  Angling  Society 
had  a  contest  on  Aug.  11,  in  the  Malvern  Club 
water,  in  the  Teme,  at  Leigh.  Mr.  C.  Denley  won 
the  1st  prize  ;  J.  Stokes,  2nd  ;  W.  Thompson,  3rd  ; 
W.  Bullock,  4th.  The  Upton-on-Severn  Club  had 
two  contests  in  their  water  at  Severn  End.  The 
winners  in  the  Saturday  contest  were,  C.  Oakley, 
1st ;  A.  Coombe,  2nd.  Wednesday  contest,  Mr.  W. 
Walton  was  1st  with  21b.  9oz.  ;  W.  Croft,  2nd  ; 
and  W.  Paul.  3rd. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  party  from  York,  consisting  of  Councillors 
Robie,  Robinson  and  W.  F.  Hibbett  and  Mr.  J. 
Rodwell,  had  a  successful  half-day's  fishing  in  the 
Nidd,  at  Ivirk  Hammerton,  on  Aug.  10.  To  the 
first-named,  at  the  weigh-in,  no  less  thaxi  IJ  stone 
of  filne  chub  fell,  the  largest  fish  scaling  31b.,  whilst 
two  fish  of  the  same  sort  were  secured  by  each  of 
the  other  anglers.  Cheese  paste  proved  an  alluring 
bait,  and  the  results  were  regarded  as  most  satis- 


factory for  an  afternoon's  sport.  Barbel  fishing 
has  been  actively  pursued,  and  latterly  the 
Ouse  banks  at  York  and  a  few  miles  outside 
the  city  have  presented  a  hvely  apjjearance. 
Cheese  paste  and  new  potato  were  sufficiently 
tempting  bait,  as  Messrs.  Lawson,  Henderson, 
and  Spink,  with  others,  proved  to  their  satisfaction 
on  Monday,  Aug.  15,  when  from  the  banks  of  the 
river,  along  its  Bishopthorpe  lengths,  a  good  kill  of 
both  roach  and  barbel  fell  to  their  lot.  Some  very 
nice  roach  were  taken  alongside  the  Ouse  Esplanade 
in  York  by  Messrs.  Chapelow,  Soulby,  and  others, 
some  of  the  fish  being  over  lib.  in  weight.  An  ideal 
day  was  experienced  by  the  Wheatsheaf  Angling 
Association  at  Wheldrake  on  August  13.  All  the 
anglers  brought  fish  to  the  scales,  and  the  gross 
total  was  181b.  2Joz.  On  August  11  the 
Knaresborough  Conservative  A.  S.  held  the  annual 
match  and  competition  in  the  Ure  at  Boroughbridge, 
where  the  silver  cup  was  won  by  R.  Mason,  and  the 
visitors'  prize  by  Mr.  Dennison,  of  Bradford. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  sport  obtained  on  the  principal  waters  has 
been  generally  below  the  standard  since  last  notes 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  unfavourable  weather, 
which  'made  angling  difficult,  and  at  times  even 
impossible.  The  weather  has  assumed  a  favourable 
aspect  at  time  of  writing,  and  if  it  continues  favour- 
able good  sport  is  expected  to  be  general  at  salmon 
and  trout  during  the  remainder  of  the  month. 
Sea  anglers  have  had  ample  sport  on  favourable 
days  at  many  stations — chiefly  on  the  south- 
western coast — the  fish  consisting  of  pollack,  wrasse, 
whiting,  gurnard,  bream,  etc. 


^ofes  from  ti)e  "§lorf^. 

Spobt  has  been  exceedingly  good  for  the  month 
of  August,  which  is  usually  regarded  as  the  worst 
angling  month  of  the  year,  and  the  prospects  for 
the  next  few  weeks  are  of  the  best. 


The  Duchess  of  Fife  went  up  Deeside  on  Aug.  9, 
and  commenced  her  season's  sport.  She  had 
two  fine  fish  the  first  day  out,  and  has  killed  several 
others  since.  Her  pools  have  seldom  been  in  better 
fettle. 


"A  glorious  Twelfth"  was  enjoyed  on  the  moors, 
and  good  bags  were  the  order  of  the  day.  But  the 
rains  of  Saturday  sent  sportsmen  home  "drooket  " 
before  the  day  was  half  over,  and  Monday  was 
little  better. 


Birds  are  packing  already,  and  there  is  every 
chance  of  the  rod  giving  place  to  the  gun  sooner 
than  was  at  one  time  anticipated. 

The  nets  will  be  off  on  Aug.  26  on  most  salmon 
stations,  and  with  the  fine  drawing  waters  an  early 
and  prolific  autumn  is  almost  a  certainty. 

On  the  tidal  waters  good  sea-trout  and  finnock 
fishing  is  now  the  order  of  the  day,  or,  rather,  tide. 

In  the  Banff  Sheriff  Court  last  week  Mr.  Adam 
Lindgillan,  Portsoy,  was  charged  by  the  Spey 
District  Board  with  failing  to  remove  the  leaders 
of  three  bag  nets.  The  lessee  was  mulcted  in  fines 
and  expenses  amounting  to  £26  10s.  Mr.  W.  L. 
Taylor,  aa  adjoining  lessee,  then  pleaded  guilty  to 
a  similar  charge,  and  was  fined  £25. 


Loch  Leven  is  spoiled  with  weed  and  pike,  and 
something  drastic  must  be  done  else  its  days  are 
numbered,  especially  as  so  many  private  waters 
are  being  started  elsewhere. 

Some  fine  baskets  are  being  made  in  the  lochs 
in  Sutherland,  at  Lochinver,  Altnaharra,  Inchna- 
damph,  and  the  Kyle,  where  sea  trout  and  grilse  are 
plentiful  and  a  fair  weight. 

The  Allan  water  at  Bridge  of  Allan,  a  fine  trout 
stream  and  open  to  the  public,  has  now  been 
practically  closed.  Miners  and  ironworkers  from  a 
distance  have  brought  about  this  state  of  matters 
through  unfair  fishing  and  questionable  methods. 
And  it  is  to  keep  this  class  out  that  Mr.  Drummond 
Hay  has  obtained  a  lease  of  that  portion  not  in  the 
hands  of  the  proprietors  from  the  Crown  Woods  and 
Forests  Commissioners. 


The  Bridge  of  Allan  Angling  Improvement  Associa- 
tion has  obtained  a  lease  from  the  proprietors  of  a 
stretch  of  nearly  twenty  miles,  so  that  the  water 
will  now  be  strictly  watched  and  worth  fishing. 
The  rights  of  the  villagers  along  the  banks  have 
been  strictly  conserved,  and  they  are  to  have  free 
fishing  except  at  Bridge  of  Allan. 

Special  Scotcb. 
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"Most  often  we  don't  pulge  olhera,  hut  we  judge 
our  own  natures  in  others." — Ste.  Beuve, 


Yet  another  welcome  book  from  the  facile  pen  of 
that  genial  writer  known  to  every  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  as  "The  Amateur  Angler."  It  is 
entitled,  "  After  Work  :  Fragments  from  the  Work- 
shop of  an  Old  Publisher."  By  Edward  Marston, 
F.R.G.S.  It  is  in  the  press,  and  will  be  published 
in  the  autumn  by  William  Heinemann,  20  and  21, 
Bedford-street,  London,  and  Charles  Scribner's  Sons, 
Filth  Avenue,  New  York.  It  will  be  handsomely 
bound  (demy  8vo),  top  gilt,  cloth  extra;  10s.  net. 
Subscribers  should  send  for  copies  to  Mr.  R.  B. 
Mareton,  Fishing  Gazette  Office,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  E.G. 

***** 

"  At  seventeen  years  many  their  fortunes  seek. 
But  at  fom'score  it  is  too  late  a  week." 

— As  You  I/ike  It. 

The  work  will  contain  a  photogravure  frontispiece 
and  twenty-four  illustrations.  It  will  be  chrono- 
logical in  form,  starting  with  the  writer's  birth  in  the 
twenties  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  ending  with 
the  first  year  of  the  twentieth  century — the  end  of 
the  Victorian  Era.  Having  been  connected  with 
the  business  of  bookselling  and  publishing  from  his 
early  youth — that  is,  for  over  sixty  years,  and  of 
these  fifty-eight  in  the  City  of  London — he  may 
now  be  said  to  have  earned  the  right  to  retire  from 
work,  and  that  is  why  the  words  "After  Work" 
heis  been  adopted  as  the  title  of  this  volume. 


Messbs.  Cooper,  of  Radnor-street,  St.  Lukes, 
brought  up  a  splendid  chub  for  inspection,  which 
ha^  been  sent  for  preservation.  It  weighed  l\\.h., 
and  was  taken  at  Christchurch  by  Mr.  Walker. 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  Nottingham,  has  a  large 
chub,  which  he  exhibited  at  the  Imperial  Institute 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Will  any  angler,  who  is  good 
at  keeping  records  of  large  fish,  tell  me  whether  in 
England  or  Scotland  they  know  of  a  13|lb.  bream 
having  been  taken  1 


The  "  Fighting  Parson  "  up  to  date,  or  the  Primi- 
tive "Scrapper!"  "The  Rev.  Arthur  Ward, 
Wesleyan  minister,  of  Leatherheadj  had  an  exciting 
struggle  recently  in  landing  a  pike,  weighing  14 Jib., 
from  the  River  Mole  at  Cobham.  After  playing 
with  the  fieh  for  an  hour,  Mr.  Ward  managed  with 
assistance  to  get  it  to  the  water's  edge.  Having  no 
gaff,  he  seized  the  fish  by  the  gills,  with  both  hands, 
and  gradually  climbed  up  the  bank,  the  fish  fighting 
furiously  all  the  time." 


Do  not  suspect  me  of  making  a  pun  when  I  say 
I  am  glad  that  a  unique  and  interesting  "  Dickens  " 
Programme  "  drew  "  a  thoroughly  intellectual  and 
representative  audience  to  Andeiton's  Hotel  on 
Tuesday  night.  Mr.  Edwin  Drew  told,  for  the  first 
time  in  public,  stories,  anecdotes,  and  reminiscences 
of  "the  master,"  gatlieied  in  a  pilgrimage  to  Gad's 
Hill,  Highain,  and  Rochester.  I  could  repeat  some 
of  these  stoiie.-!  lure — I  shall  never  forget  them — 
but  I  hear  with  joy  that  they  will  be  printed  in  a 
book,  which  every  lover  of  Dickens  should  order  at 
once.    The  price  will  be  but  two  shillings. 

***** 

Mr.  Edwin  Drew  was  a  host  in  himself,  but  he 
generously  added  delightful  items  to  his  lecture. 
Oapt.  Linford  Wilson,  a  veteran  admirerof  Dickens, 
spoke  an  eloquent  eulogium  on  the  great  no\eli9t, 
and  recited  '■  Bob  Ciatchett's  Dinner  Party."  Miss 
Lily  Ward  recited  "  Sidney  Carton's  Death"  with 
intense  dramatic  feeling.  Mr.  Paul  Wilson  gave 
Dickens  impersonations,  Mr.  Ernest  Collini  played 
charmingly  appropriate  music,  and  a  young  lady, 
whose  name  I  cannot  remember,  delighted  the 
audience  by  her  exquisite  singing.  The  room  was 
ventilated  by  the  Dubuis'  *'  Riapure,"  a  wonder- 
fully effective  cooler  which  had  no  effect  however 
on  the  warm — indeed,  glowing — appreciation  of  a 
delighted  audience. 


The  Nottingham  City  Coroner  recently  held  an 
inquest  on  the  body  of  a  twelve-year-old  girl  named 
Elsie  Fox,  who  had  died  soon  after  eating  fried  fish 
and  beans.  A  doctor  stated  that  a  post-mortem 
examination  had  revealed  that  death  was  due  to 
ptomaine  poisoning  from  the  fried  fish  partaken  of 
at  dinner.  The  girl  was  of  a  very  sensitive  nature, 
and  v/on  unable  to  resist  the  action  of  the  poison, 
while  her  brother  being  stronger  did  not  suffer  any 
ill  etlectu,  although  he  had  partaken  of  the  same 
dish.  A  verdict  in  accordance  with  the  medical 
evidence  was  returned. 


The  financial  statement  of  last  year's  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival  (1903)  shows 
a  balance  in  hand  of  £4  78.  3d.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  success  of  the  festival  was  somowfiat 
marred  by  unfavourable  weather,  but  out  of 
over  five  hundred  competitors,  nothing  but  praise 
and  satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  arrange- 
ments which  had  been  made  for  the  success  of  the 
event  and  tlie  comfort  of  the  competitors.  As 
evidence  of  the  far-reaching  effects  of  the  com- 
mittee's endeavours  to  advertise  the  attractions  of 
the  town,  it  should  be  sufficient  to  state  that  the 
competitors  came  from  as  far  north  as  Lancaster, 
west  as  Bath,  east  as  Norwich,  and  the  challenge 
trophies  were  distributed  as  follows : — The  South  of 
England  Championship  Trophy,  won  by  the  West 
Hampstead  Angling  Society ;  the  Town  Cup,  won 
by  the  Bath  Angling  Society ;  the  Hastings  Pier 
Gup,  won  by  the  Southend  Angling  Association ; 
the  St.  Leonards  Pier  Cup,  won  by  the  West  Pier 
Angling  Association.  The  example  set  by  Hastings 
in  1902  has  again  this  year  stimulated  other  coast 
towns  to  institute  festivals  for  the  purpose  of 
emphasising  their  piscatorial  and  other  attractions  ; 
and  it  is  the  aim  of  the  committee  to  maintain  the 
premier  position  which  the  Hastings  Sea  Angling 
Festival  already  holds. 


Mb.  William  Heabdeb,  of  Plymouth,  sends  the 
following: — "Mr.  Richards,  of  4,  Hewers'  Row, 
Plymouth,  whilst  fishing  for  bass,  etc.,  at  Turn- 
chapel,  caught  a  fine  specimen  of  a  burbolt  in 
Cattewater.  He  was  using  the  usual  tackle  on  a 
rod.  It  measured  18Jin.  in  length,  and  weighed 
about  lib.  It  belongs  to  the  family  of  codfish,  but 
exhibits  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  eel,  and  is 
sometimes  called  the  eel  pout.  It  is  very  rare  in 
this  district,  and  is  usually  taken  in  estuaries  where 
there  is  fresh  water.  It  is  common  in  Sweden,  the 
north  of  Europe,  and  also  in  Siberia,  as  well  as 
India.  It  is  known  as  the  coney  fish.  It  is  con- 
sidered to  be  a  delicacy,  but  its  roe  is  said  to  be 
poisonous.  At  my  suggestion,  Mr.  Richards  pre- 
sented it  to  the  museum  here." 


August  is  calling  over  the  sea, 

"July,  I'm  coming;  make  room  for  me. 

Redcoated  poppies,  guardsmen  so  bold. 

Big  waving  wheat-ears  turning  to  gold. 

Wait  for  my  coming,  are  longing  for  rae." 

July  sings  softly  back  over  the  sea, 

"  Come,  brother  August ;  my  work  is  all  done, 

I  leave  you  the  cornfields  which  long  for  your  sun. 

The  nests  are  all  empty,  the  birds  have  small  tuno. 

The  roses  are  few,  and  I  follow  sweet  June, 

Time  brings  you,  gay  and  bright,  over  the  sea. 

I  would  rest,  August.    Change  places  with  me." 

— G.  M.  C. 


Mb.  Thomas  B.  Potteb,  fishing  in  the  Greet  at 
RoUeston  on  Aug.  11,  captured  two  fine  roach 
weighing  lib.  12|oz.  each.  They  were  in  the  pink 
of  condition,  and  were  taken  with  the  worm  while 
bottom  fishing  for  trout.  Mr.  Harry  Spray  (of 
Nottingham  celebrity)  and  other  local  anglers  saw 
and  admired  them.  Judging  from  the  photo  sent 
they  are  worthy  of  a  glass  hou.«e.  Mr.  Potter  also 
included  in  his  day's  catch  two  brace  of  fine  trout. 


A  FINE  tench  weighing  51b.  was,  on  August  7. 
captured  by  Mr.  C.  Smith  from  King's  Fisheries, 
Hounslow.    It  is  being  set  up. 


Mb.  W.  Hollman,  writing  from  the  Arun  at 
Pulborougb,  says: — "An  unattached  angler  named 
Frederick  Heubrey  last  night  fAug.  14)  took  a 
bream  scaling  4lb.  12^02.,  which  he  has  s§nt  to 
London  to  be  preserved.  I  personally  weighed  the 
fish,  which  was  sent  to  London  this  (Monday) 
morning." 


Mb.  William  Yates,  of  Wonford  House,  Exeter, 
who  has  spont  his  holidays  most  enjoyably  and 
successfully  fishing  in  Mr.  W.  Vickery's  lea  at  the 
Torcross  Hotel,  near  Kingsbridge,  would  strongly 
recommend  his  brother  anglers  who  are  contem- 
plating visiting  South  Devon  to  make  the  hotel 
their  headquarters,  where  they  will  receive  the 
kindest  attention  at  the  most  moderate  charges, 
and  find  the  best  of  sport. 


A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G.,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  G, 
at  8  p.m.,  "To  consider  the  manner  in  which  the 
coarse  fish  in  the  Chess  fishery  may  be  dealt  with." 
A  luxge  and  representative  attendance  is  requested. 


'■  Wjtat  do  you  think  of  smoking  1 "  writes 
Charles  Lamb,  in  one  of  his  most  quaintly  charac- 
teristic letters  to  Coleridge.  "  I  want  your  sober, 
average,  noon  opinion  of  it.  I  generally  am  eating 
my  dinner  about  the  time  I  should  determine  it. 
Morning  is  a  girl,  and  can't  smoke — she's  no 
evidence  one  way  or  the  other;  and  niglit  is  so 
evidently  bought  over  that  he  can't  be  a  very 
upright  judge.  May  be  the  truth  is  that  one  pipe 
is  wholesome,  two  pipes  toothsome,  three  pipes 
noisome,  four  pipes  fulsome,  five  pipes  quarrelsome, 
and  that's  the  sum  on't.  But  that  is  deciding 
rather  upon  rhyme  than  reason." 


AccouDiNO  to  the  Paris  correspondent  of  the 
Express  of  Aug.  16,  "a  diverting  scene  took  place  at 
the  Quay  St.  Bernard,  when  an  angler,  arriving  at 
his  favourite  spot  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  found 
another  fisherman  in  possession.  Some  high  words 
were  exchanged,  and  as  the  late  arrival  found  his 
expostulations  without  avail,  he  lost  his  temper, 
and  suddenly  pushed  his  rival  into  the  water.  The 
unfortunate  angler  could  not  swim,  and  was  in 
imminent  danger  of  drowning  when  the  repentant 
aggressor  jumped  in  and  rescued  him.  When  they 
reached  dry  land  the  dripping  pair  made  a  curious 
compact,  which  testified  to  the  sportsmanlike 
instincts  of  the  fisherman  who  had  been  so  uncere- 
moniously treated.  He  agreed  not  to  have  his 
brother  an'gler  arrested  on  condition  that  he  handed 
over  to  him  his  fine  fishing  rod,  and  promised  not 
to  interfere  with  hLs  sport  in  future.  Glad  to  get 
out  of  an  awkward  position  so  cheaply,  the  irascible 
disciple  of  Izaak  Walton  handed  over  his  prized 
rod  and  departed  a  wiser  and  wetter  man."  [If  this 
is  a  sample  of  "  entente  cordiale"  1  shall,  in  the  event 
of  my  being  drawn  in  the  fifteen  who  are  to  fish  oS 
the  roach  match  in  the  Seine,  provide  myself  with 
some  of  the  famous  Grant's  Morella  Cherry  Brandy 
cordial,] 

***** 
The  foregoing  contest  between  the  French  and 
English,  "  one-man-a-side,"  was  unpremeditated, 
but  the  forthcoming  roach  fifteen-a-side  match 
will  no  doubt  attract  a  larger  audience.  Little 
England  will  have  to  take  a  back  seat  after  reading 
the  account  of  a  little  contest  which  took  place  at 
Chatellerault,  on  the  Vienne,  on  Sunday,  and  which 
was  promoted  by  the  Fetit  Journal.  The  following 
are  a  few  extracts  by  an  enthusiastic  eye-witness  : 
*  *  ♦  *  «  - 

"  By  two  a.m.  a  procession  formed  at  the  town 
hall.  Towards  three,  the  mayor,  the  corporation, 
the  gymnastic  society,  with  banners  flying,  the 
Harmony  of  Chatellerault,  bearing  a  standard, 
which  was  one  mass  of  medals,  and  other  trophies, 
300  local  fishermen,  and  all  Chatellerault  behind, 
marched  to  the  station,  the  bugles  sounding.  The 
train  drew  up  from  Paris  bringing  nearly  two 
thousand  competitors  in  the  great  contest,  laden  with 
rods,  nets,  tackle,  and  baskets  large  enougli  to  hold 
dozens  of  monster  carp  and  bream.  The  bugles  rang 
out,  the  '  Marseillaifie '  was  sung  in  chorus,  the 
deputy-mayor  made  a  speech.  At  four  the  in- 
creased procession,  to  double-quick  time  sounded 
by  the  gymnastic  society's  trumpets,  hastened  to 
the  river.  All  the  ladies  of  Chatellerault  were 
already  up  and  in  their  dresses  to  cheer  the  gallant 
sportsmen.  .  .  .  The  spectacle  of  the  wonderful  pro- 
cession drew  forth  cries  of  joy  from  the  bystanders. 
Two  thousand  rods  seemed  to  menace  the  herons 
and  the  rising  sun.  .  .  . 

***** 

"At  the  bandstand  on  the  public  square  lots 
were  drawn  for  places  on  the  river  banks,  previously 
marked  by  stakes,  along  a  distance  of  nearly  four 
miles.  By  half-past  seven  10,000  people  had 
gathered  to  watch  the  contest.  A  few  minutes 
before  eight  a  bugle  sounded  'To  your  rods.'  At 
eight  another  blast  meant  '  Go,'  and  the  lines  were 
flung.  During  the  two  hours  of  the  contest  excite- 
ment never  flagged  for  an  instant.  Constantly 
one  heard,  '  I  have  him,'  and  the  triumphant 
captor  showed  his  bream,  pike  or  carp  to 
five  hundred  impressed  enthusiasts. 
At  ten  a  bugle  sounded  the  retreat.  About  801b. 
weight  of  fish  lay  in  the  2000  baskets.  Owing  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  contest,  it  is  officiallj'  stated 
the  jury  will  require  a  day  to  consider  its  awards. 
The  best  catches  were  a  carp  and  a  bream,  each 
weighing  13oz.,  and  several  half-pound  eels.  Many 
ladies  competed,  and  their  exploits  equalled  those 
of  the  men.  Banquets,  speeches,  ana  a  ball  fol- 
lowed the  contest."  [Verily,  they  do  these  things 
better  in  France !  ] 


A  SALMON,  581b.  in  weight,  4ft.  4in.  in  length, 
and  2ft.  5in.  in  girth,  was  landed  on  Aug.  9  at' 
Messrs.  Speedie's  fishing  station,  Rockhall,  St. 
Cyrus.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  ever  caught  on 
this  part  of  the  coast.  It  was  taken  in  the  net, 
and  not  on  rod  and  line.  Dbaonbt. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

If  "  Avon "  will  send  on  hia  address,  a  letter 
which  awaits  him  at  the  office  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  shall  be  posted  on  to  him. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Dear  Sib, — In  compliance  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  your  editorial  note  at  the  end  of  "Dis- 
guated's "  letter,  which  appeared  under  the  above 
heading  in  your  issue  of  the  13th  inst.,  I  would  reply 
as  follows : 

"  Disgusted "  has  evidently  been  misinformed 
regarding  the  extent  of  the  netting  operations, 
judging  from  the  terms  used  by  him,  such  as 
"indiscriminate"  and  "constant."  The  facts  are 
as  foUowa  :  There  are  only  two  gentlemen  who  have 
a  legal  right  to  net  on  their  own  lands  along  the 
shores  of  Lough  Corrib.  These  gentlemen  confine 
their  operations  to  only  a  few  places  in  which  it  is 
known  that  salmon  collect  at  certain  times  of  the 
weather.  Trout  occasionally  are  taken  in  the  nets 
in  these  places  as  well  as  salmon.  I  beUeve  I  am 
correct  in  stating  that  the  value  of  the  fish  caught 
does  not,  as  a  rule,  pay  expenses.  It  may  be  asked, 
"  WTiy,  then,  do  these  gentlemen  net  if  it  does  not 
pay  expenses  '*  ;  the  answer  is.  "  To  maintain  their 
rights. "  I  wonder  if  "  Disgusted  "  had  walked  along 
the  shores  of  the  Corrib  river  in  Galway  and  seen 
the  netting  operations  there  what  he  would  have 
said.  It  would,  I  believe,  be  just  aa  legally 
impossible  to  stop  the  netting  in  one  place  as  in 
the  others.  The  only  way  netting  could  be  stopped 
would  be  by  purchasing  the  rights  from  these  gentle- 
men, and  it  would,  I  am  afraid,  require  a  good  many 
"very  small  sums"  to  effect  this.  I  regret  to  say 
that  there  are  some  sportsmen  who  come  year  after 
year  to  Corrib  and  take  advantage  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association,  and  though  they 
have  excellent  sport,  and  often  obtain  fish  on  which 
they  do  not  grudge  spending  £2  or  £3  in  having 
mounted,  still  are  only  too  glad  to  find  an  excuse 
(such  as  mentioned  in  "  Disgusted's "  letter)  to 
refuse  to  support  the  funds  of  the  association,  even 
to  the  extent  of  "  a  very  small  sum." 

I  am,  however,  very  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that 
the  association  has  this  year  received  many  new 
members,  and  that  several  of  the  old  members  have 
been  so  pleased  with  the  results  of  the  preservation 
that  they  have  doubled  their  usueJ  subscription. — 
Yours  truly,  Sceope  B.  Doig, 

I      Oughterard,  Aug.  13.  Hon.  Sec.  C.F.A. 

LOUGH  CORRIB— BOATMAN  FISHING. 

Dear  Sie,  —  Surely  the  account  "Disgusted" 
I    gives  us  of  the  difficulties  the  Corrib  Preservation 
Association  has  to  contend  with  should  lead  him  to 
I    increase  his  support  instead  of  withdrawing  it  as  he 
contemplates.    Mr.  Doig  and  the  association  have 
I    done  great  work,   and  every  angler  who  fishes 
Corrib  owes  them  thanks  and  help.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  nets,  there  are  plenty  of  trout  for  all.  The 
nets  are  principally  for  salmon,  and  the  one  I  know 
,    gets  few  trout ;  indeed,  one  good  rod  would  get  as 
t    many  in  a  season.    There  is,  however,  one  thing  I 
I    cannot  help  regarding  as  a  mistake,  and  that  is 
that  many  anglers  with  a  boat  to  themselves  allow 
the  boatman  to  fish.    If  the  association  were  to 
discourage  this  practice  they  would  undoubtedly 
save  a  large  number  of  trout  every  dapping  season 
without  taking  away  from  the  anglers  sport  — 
Yours  truly,  Cadow. 

[Of  course  "Cadow"  is  quite  right.  Professional 
fishermen  and  gillies  attending  anglers  ought  not  to 
fish.  Some  of  these  professionals  are  so  keen  that 
they  will  fish  all  the  time  if  the  angler  will  let  them, 
and  sometimes  whether  he  likes  it  or  not.  I  know 
anglers  who  have  given  up  going  to  certain  cele- 
brated waters  simply  because  they  object  to  being 
bosaed  by  their  boatmen,  who  turn  sulky  if  they 
cannot  have  their  own  way.  Of  course  there  are 
many  places  where  the  fishermen  and  gillies  are  all 
one  could  wish.  But  if  anglers  cannot  stop  their 
boatmen  fishing  they  ought  to  have  backbone 
enough  not  to  take  credit,  or  allow  credit  to  be 
given  to  them,  for  what  the  men  catch. — Ed.] 

"        LENGTH  AND  WEIGHT  OF  TROUT 
'  —LOUGH  TALT,  ETC. 

!  Dear  Sir, — What  should  be  the  weight  of  a 
2<)^in.  trout  7  I  think  there  was  a  table  of  com- 
parative weight  to  length  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  years  ago.  i  caught  recently  a  very 
thick,  well-fed  trout,  20\\n.  long,  12^10.  in  girth, 
weight  4ilb.,  and  am  anxious  to  know  how  this 

'  weight  compares  with  the  table. 


Re  Lough  Talt,  co.  Sligo. — I  read  a  short  time 
ago  a  very  glowing  account  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  the  sport  to  be  obtained  there,  and  have  seen 
Heame's  recent  reports,  culminating  this  week 
(Aug.  6)  in  ninety-four  trout,  44Jlb.,  in  one  day  to 
two  rods.  How  those  Lough  Talt  trout  have  grown 
since  I  fished  it !  Surely  these  cannot  be  more 
fairy  tales  ?  Tom  Clarke  lives  in  Mayo,  too,  not 
far  from  Ballina. — Yours  truly.  Wanderer. 

[I  have  asked  Mr.  Sturdy  if  he  will  very  kindly 
give  us  his  scale  again  and  make  it  for  both  trout 
and  salmon.  He  points  out,  of  course,  that  trout 
vary  in  length  and  thickness  so  much  more  than 
fresh-run  salmon  and  grilse ;  still,  as  a  rough  and 
ready  means  of  calculating  weight  of  average  trout 
it  is  very  good. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  anxious  to  try  Norway  next 
month  for  sea-trout  and  salmon,  and  would  be  very 
grateful  to  hear  from  any  readers  who  can  recom- 
mend a  hotel  with  good  prospects  at  moderate 
expense. — Yours  truly,  Red  and  Teal. 

THE  VOLUMES  ON  "FISHING." 

Dear  Sib, — Acting  on  your  advice  I  purchased 
the  two  vols,  on  "  Fishing,"  edited  by  Horace  G. 
Hutcheson,  and  have  taken  extensive  notes  from  the 
chapters  of  greatest  interest  to  me.  I  shall  now  be 
pleased  to  post  the  two  vols,  to  any  of  your  readers 
on  receipt  of  15s.,  which  is  10s.  less  than  they  cost. 
They  are  quite  as  fresh  as  when  new,  and  the  leaves 
are  neatly  cut.  I  have  no  doubt  but  some  of  your 
readers  will  be  thankful  to  have  such  a  bargain. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Thos.  Havre. 

Craigbank  House,  Possilpark, 
Glasgow,  N.B.,  Aug.  13. 

A  SUGGESTION  OR  TWO  RE  FUTURE 
TOURNAMENTS. 

Dear  Sib,  —  Onlookers  are  said  to  "  see  most 
of  the  game,"  and  as  the  present  writer  visited  the 
Tournament  just  held  for  the  first  time  on  that 
occasion,  he  ventures  to  advance  an  impression  or 
two  that  he  came  away  with. 

1.  Why  not  handicap  old  time  winners  ?  In  cycle 
racing,  foot  racing,  horse  racing,  and  in  sporting 
contests  I  believe  generally,  the  "old  hands"  are 
not  allowed  to  compete  on  a  level  footing  with  new 
beginners. 

2.  Then,  again,  what  inducement  is  there  for  a 
new  would-be  competitor  of,  say,  eight  stone  odd  to 
compete  with  a  champion  of  some  sixteen  stone  ? 
Rods  are  weighed,  why  not  the  human  propelling 
power  ?  In  wrestling  what  chance  would  a  light 
weight  have  against  a  heavy  weight  champion  ? 
None  whatever ;  and,  therefore,  light  weights  are 
rightly  pitted  against  light  weights,  and  heavies 
with  heavies.  Surely  a  man  endowed  with  but 
small  physical  strength  (and  most  of  us  in  these 
physically  degenerate  days  are  to  be  reckoned  in 
this  category,  worse  luck!)  ought  to  have  a  show  in 
different  from  what  is  now  provided  in  these  con- 
tests. Bar  the  5|oz.  rod  event,  and  that  for 
accuracy,  there  is  absolutely  no  room  for  the  sole  of 
their  foot. 

3.  Further,  some  of  the  competitors  threw  a  clean 
line  and  a  fishing  fly  (I  would  instance  Enright, 
Muir,  and  Hardy,  the  younger),  but  others  again 
who  won  threw  a  line  that  was  simply  the  reverse 
of  this,  the  fly,  in  fact,  being  bodged  down  in  the 
midst  of  a  batch  or  "muss"  of  line  in  a  way  that 
would  effectually  scare  any  fish  to  be  found  within 
fifty  yards.  If  the  writer's  old  dad  had  come  across 
anyone  fooling  with  a  rod  in  that  fashion  on  any 
river  he  was  fishing,  he  would  have  been  for  kicking 
him  in !  The  present  arrangements  lend  to  the 
deification  of  sheer  brute  force — the  glorification 
of  a  false  issue.  We  do  not  want  to  educate  our 
young  and  rising  generation  to  fish  so. 

Let  the  "  throwing  of  a  fishing  fly  "  be  the  quali- 
fying rule  for  all  winners  of  events  in  the  next 
contest,  and  then  the  angling  public  will  take  more 
interest  therein,  and  annual  tournaments  may  then 
become  the  rule,  instead  of  there  being  an  interval 
of  five  years  between  them  as  has  been  the  case 
between  the  last  two.  Moreover,  if  the  mere  chuck- 
ing of  aheap  of  line  all  in  a  "botch"  was  a  dis- 
qualification, there  would  be  less  of  that  lugubrious 
complaint  "swelled  head"  prevalent  as  a  result. 
Many  anglers  who  were  present,  known  to  the 
writer,  shared  these  views. — Yours  truly. 

Spectator. 


CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  you  will  allow  me,  as  an 
amateur,  to  make  just  a  few  observations  on  the 
above  subject.  First  of  all  let  me  say  that  your 
correspondent  is  quite  right  in  saying  that  up  in 
the  north  casting  from  the  reel  seems  to  be  unknown. 
I  have  been  out  many  a  day,  say,  pike_spinning. 


and  met  many  a  score  anglers,  and  so  far,  except  a 
friend  who  practices  the  art  with  me,  I  have  never 
met  a  single  angler  in  this  part  of  the  country  who 
casts  from  the  reel,  and  when  they  see  me  doing  a 
40yd.  cast  they  look  upon  me  as  a  prodigy,  which 
to  a  bashful  man  is  rather  embarrassing.  The 
habit  up  here  is  to  pull  a  few  yards  of  line  off  the 
reel,  let  it  hang  in  coils,  and  then  shoot  it  out  in  a 
cast  —  provided  it  hasn't  caught  the  floor  and 
twisted  itself  round  the  angler's  leg,  arm,  or  neck ! 
Mr.  Pennell,  in  his  book  on  pike  in  the  Badminton 
series,  says  he  carries  a  tray  strapped  round 
his  waist,  and  as  he  draws  the  line  oft  the  reel  he 
coUs  it  on  this  tray.  He  then  says  he  will  make  as 
long  a  cast  that  way  as  any  angler  throwing  from 
the  reel.  Perhaps  he  may,  but  he  has  had  forty  or 
fifty  years'  practice,  whereas  a  40yd.  cast  can  be 
learned  from  the  reel  by  any  angler  of  ordinary 
intelligence  in  a  few  days,  and  without  the  danger 
of  the  line  coiling  round  his  legs  and  tripping  him 
up.  To  my  thinking,  casting  from  the  reel  has  these 
qualifications :  It  is  clean,  it  is  safe,  it  is  accurate, 
and  it  is  easily  learned.  Take  a  12ft.  pike  rod,  a 
4in.  Nottingham  wood  reel,  with  the  check  released, 
and  a  spinning  bait  of  an  ounce  or  so.  Reel  in  all 
line  until  only  a  foot  or  so  and  the  trace  are  off  the 
rod.  Gently  swing  this  backwards  and  forwards, 
and  then  when  a  good  momentum  is  acquired,  throw 
it  out  with  a  sharp  shooting  movement,  bringing 
the  rod  round  and  holding  it  rigid  over  the  water. 
The  throw  sends  the  bait  right  out,  pulls  the  line 
off  the  reel,  and  the  bait  rushes  through  the  air  at 
express  speed.  Meanwhile,  the  reel  is  revolving 
at  a  terrific  rate.  To  keep  this  in  order  my 
practice  is  to  put  my  first  right  hand  finger 
on  the  outside  rim  of  the  reel,  causing  a  checking 
motion.  Meanwhile  my  eye  is  on  the  bait ;  I  see 
it  rush  through  the  air.  When  it  is  over  the  desired 
spot  I  press  my  finger  hard  on  the  reel.  The  rush 
is  at  once  stopped,  and  by  lowering  the  top  of  the 
rod  the  bait  falls  quite  gently  into  the  water.  I 
can  teach  this  trick  to  any  angler  in  an  hour,  and 
can  gamble  that  after  a  day's  practice  he  will  be 
able  to  do  it.  For  lighter  float  fishing  a  "Coxon" 
or  "  Silex  "  reel  is  required.  The  idea  is  precisely 
the  same,  but  there  is  this  difference  :  that  the  reel 
runs  easier,  the  bait  is  lighter,  and  consequently 
the  cast  is  harder  to  make.  Frankly,  I  reaUse  I 
have  something  to  leam  in  this  latter  direction 
myself,  and  I  should  be  pleased  if  Mr.  Coxon  him- 
self, or  some  other  expert,  would  teU  us  how  to 
make  a  20yd.  cast  off  the  reel  with  a  light  float  and 
shotted  gut.  My  own  practice  is  to  let  line  out, 
whip  two  or  three  times  through  the  air  behind  as 
in  fly  casting,  and  then  shoot  out,  but  I  am  a  long 
way  from  perfection  yet.  Will  Mr.  Coxon  tell  us 
how  to  use  his  reel  ? — Yours  truly,  E.  Phillips. 
Lancaster. 


HOW  TO  TAKE  WASPS'  NESTS, 

Dear  Sir, — Like  "  Baz,"  I  have  taken  hundreds 
of  wasp  nests  in  order  to  obtain  the  grub,  and 
always  until  recently  used  his  method  of  a  gun- 
powder cone.  When  secretary  of  an  angling  club. 
I  had  two  samples  of  the  "Smoke  Ferret"  sent  me 
by  Messrs.  McDougall,  the  manufacturers,  and 
these  I  tried  on  the  banks  of  a  backwater  on  the 
Thames  where  nests  were  plentiful.  I  put  the  gun- 
powder cone  into  four  nests,  and  the  two  "  Smoke 
Ferrets"  into  others;  the  "Smoke  Ferret"  ones  I 
particularly  marked,  wishing  to  see  the  result. 
After  ten  minutes,  which  I  always  gave,  I  dug  out 
the  first  "  Smoke  Ferret "  nest,  and  found  thousands 
of  wasps  stone  dead,  and  the  result  was  the  same 
with  the  other  "  Smoke  Ferret."  On  digging  out 
the  other  four  nests  they  were  all  alike,  and  as  they 
always  have  been  with  me  when  using  gunpowder. 
A  great  number  of  the  \sasp3  were  just  able  to 
crawl  about,  but  harmless  and  unable  to  sting. 
These  "Smoke  Ferrets"  will  also  kill  rabbits  in 
their  burrows  and  other  vermin  under  ground. 
They  are  not,  however,  poisonous.  Another  very 
great  advantage  of  the  "Smoke  Ferrets"  is  that 
they  are  long  sticks,  say  5  inches,  and  resembling  a 
flattened  piece  of  sealing  wax,  and  they  burn  so 
slowly  that  you  can  hold  them  in  the  hand,  light 
them,  and  quietly  insert  in  the  holes  leading  to  the 
nests.  They  can  be  obtained  through  oil  shops, 
or  from  the  makers,  McDougall  Bros.,  10,  Mark- 
lane,  London ;  also  at  York,  Manchester,  and 
Glasgow.  Those  that  try  them  will  never  wish  for 
other  means  of  taking  a  wasp's  nest. — Yours  truly, 

J.  D. 


TO  CLEAR  A  POND  OF  MUD. 

Dear  Sib, — A  client  of  mine  has  a  small  lake  in 
his  grounds  near  here  in  which  is  a  great  accumula- 
tion of  mud.  Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  the  name  and  address  in  your  next 
issue  of  any  skilled  person  possessing  proper  appli- 
ances who  you  think  would  undertake  the  job  of 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   EISHINO   QUARTERS,  &iO. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST, 

The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

"Bin.  Pension  rTevms  only  lOa.  6d.   a.  day. 

NO  EXTRAS. 


ONIL.Y   SIX   HOURS   FROIME  JLiONDON. 

Posi  and  Te/egrop^t ;  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle,    G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  consideralile  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  ITiere  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.   Eadcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA.  I'isjxijfa. 


EXTENSIVK  BOATING   AND  HIJRING. 


N.B; — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


MTS-yiT   FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Pbopeietebss. 


Swan  Hoim,  TemuiyjDfceslersMre. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms,  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  Bound  of  Railways," 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  in  England- 
"A  charming  spot  to  visit." 


Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream. 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs.  caught 
this  season  to  date. 

GOOD  BOATINQ    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Is  now  added 

to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrams  :  GRIFFITHS,  iUHHSHAM  POND.CHURT. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  JUiddleaex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  statioui.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station.  Midland. 

SiZBs  uir  Fish  : 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Ohub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  i  Inch 

Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  .Tuue  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINGSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  6rf.  per 
day.  Winter  ;  8«.  6d.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  tlsli  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22i  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

"W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

UINGWOOJD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Propkietor. 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters, 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  PISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Anns  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Nbldbe,  Proprietor. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4./-  per  day. 
Splendid  T-out  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  Inclusive. 

8.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  KAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Ofilce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  PISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Pishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  July,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Pishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


ALTNAGEALGAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 


Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons  3  cwt.  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. — Par- 
ticulars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  —  Conn,  CuUen,  DeiTy- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
lioat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentleiner 
fishing  from  the  one  lioat,  £3  5».  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

liriidit.  liracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  8-liole  golf 
links.  Lake  Traffells.  1«0  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan,  75 
acTes.  are  now  included  In  jiroprietor's  fisliing  :  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  Fishing:  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
Jlivei  Crvgill,  best  in  the  early  season,  opencil  March  1. 
A  MODERN  IIOUHK.  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  CamaiTonshire  Moun- 
taine,  with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel,  TO  LKT 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fisbing  opened  on  Feb.  1. 


TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via,  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HURLEY. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 


SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
I'ish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9».  per  day  or  £2  10«.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«.  ;  Daily,  5.s-. 
Boat  and  Man,  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  MjINAQERESs. 


This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fisliing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  'front  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISaiNO   FREE.  POSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAY. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  (fee.  First-class  for  anglers.  Good 
Ijoats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.   With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor. 


LOCHINVER,  SUTHERUNDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Bail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires ;  "  Gulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  CO.  GALWAY. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OUGHTERARD, 

Close  to  Lough  and  P^ailway  Station. 

FREE  FISHING.  Trout,  Salmon,  Perch,  and 
large  Pike ;  also  Wild  Fowl  Shooting.  The 
Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length,  and  covers  37 
square  miles  ;  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 
Superior  accommodation.  Bath  Room,  hot 
and  cold  water.  Boats  at  short  notice.  Sani- 
tary arrangements  perfect.  Terras  moderate  ; 
special  to  a  party. 

T.  FAHY-NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


HARRIS  HOTEL, 

Tarbert,  Island  of  Harris. 

First-rate  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July  1.  Telegrams :  "  Hotel 
Harris."  William  J.  Cambbon  (for 
eight  years  proprietor  of  Taychreggan 
Hotel,  Loohawe). 
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clearing  out  this  mud  ?  The  lake  contaias  a  quantity 
of  large  tench,  pike,  and  other  fish  which  my  client 
is  anxious  should  not  be  destroyed.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,     E.  F.  Bisshopp. 

FISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 

Dear  Sie, — I  know  from  personal  experience 
that  the  sea  fishing  is  very  good,  but  have  never 
fished  the  rivera  or  streams,  not  thinking  them 
worth  my  while  when  we  have  such  a  plenty  here. 
With  regard  to  the  information  I  gave  in  your  issue 
of  Aug.  6  1  quoted  from  "The  Angler's  Diary"  for 
1904. — Yours  truly, 

WiiJiiAM  Heaeder  and  Son. 


FISHING  IN  BRECONSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  editorial  query, 
"  Do  the  fish  run  a  fair  size  ?  "  The  average  weight 
of  fish  caught  in  the  streams  round  Brecon  is 
five  to  the  pound.  On  one  of  the  days  when  on  my 
fishing  tour,  I  fished  the  Duke  of  Beaufort's  water 
at  Llangynidr ;  the  average  of  fish  there  was  over 
Jib.  each.— Yours  truly,  K.  G.  Lttndie. 

FISHING  AT  WOOLER,  NORTHUMBER- 
LAND. 

Dear  Sm, — Could  some  kind  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  tell  me  about  the  fishing  at  and  about 
Wooler  in  Northumberland.  I  have  "  The  Angler's 
Diary,"  which  is  invaluable  in  its  general  informa- 
tion, but  I  should  be  glad  of  a  few  details.  Is  there 
any  free  fishing,  and  if  so  how  much  ?  How  far  is 
the  Coquet  and  the  Glen  from  Wooler  ?  What  are 
the  flies  in  general  use  ?  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation.— Yours  truly.  Cockney. 

FISHING  AT  MALDON,  ESSEX. 

Dear  Sib, — I  intend  spiending  a  week  or  so  at 
Maldon,  Essex,  at  the  beginning  of  next  month, 
and  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  would  tell  me  if  there  is  any  good  salt  water 
fishing  to  be  had  below  the  town  on  towards  Oaea 
Island.  Also  as  to  the  best  methods  and  baits. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

Londonian. 


FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  inform  me  whether  the  fishing  in 
Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan,  Anglesey,  is  good  in  the 
month  of  September,  whether  the  fishing  is  free,  or 
what  i"  the  subscription,  and  whether  the  Meyrick 
Arms  Hotel  is  a  good  place  to  stay  at  ? — Yours 
truly,  X.  Y.  Z. 


DISAPPEARANCE  OF  A  GOLDFISH. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  "  No  Angler  "  in  "  Jottings 
by  the  Way,"  if  no  one  entered  the  house  in  his 
absence,  I  conclude  a  rat  or  perhaps  a  couple  of 
them  took  the  fish.    Some  years  ago  I  was  pike 
fishing  in  the  Stour  near  Canterbury,  and  I  put  my 
bait-can  with  a  dozen  dace  just  covered  in  a  butt, 
with  the  lid  down  and  a  tap  running.    Next  morn- 
ing two  of  them  had  gone,  and  my  friend  where  I 
was  staying  wm  perfectly  certain  rats  had  taken 
them,  for  no  other  creature  could  have  obtained 
entrance  to  those  dace.    The  house  was  infested 
with  rats  (an  old  disused  sewer  rats),  and  they  used 
,  to  think  nothing  of  coming  out  of  their  holes  and 
staring  at  me  while  having  meals.  Stairs,  cupboards, 
floors,  etc.,  were  gnawed  to  pieces.    Even  if  the  lid 
'  had  been  fastened  I  quite  believe  that  they  could 
have  opened  it ;  for  no  one  would  believe  what  rats 
can  do  unless  they  saw  it.    I  have  had  fish  taken 
,   out  of  a  bag,  not  more  than  two  yards  behind  me, 
I   whilst  fishing,  and  on  one  occasion  I  lost  over  twenty 
I   pigeons,  every  one  of  which  had  their  heads  bitten 
I   off  as  clean  as  though  they  had  been  cut  off  with  a 
knife,  and  not  a  particle  of  the  heads  or  bodies 
1   eaten.    Merely  done  to  suck  their  blood.  After 
this,  nothing  would  induce  the  remainder  to  enter 
their  cote,  so  I  got  rid  of  them.    In  one  portion  of  a 
little  river  I  fished  in  last  year,  the  bank  was  riddled 
with  holes,  and  there  were  more  land  rats  than 
water-voles.    My  opinion  is  that  these  rats  actually 
I   catch  fish,  and  both  the  pretty  water-vole  and  the 
j   otter  sometimes  get  blamed  for  their  depredations — 
}   the  former  ignorantly,  of  course.    At  any  rate,  I 
I  have  seen  a  large  piece  eaten  clean  out  of  a  live  eel's 
i   back  on  a  night  line  close  to  a  populous  locality, 
'   where  otters  have  not  been  for  hundreds  of  years, 
that  is  quite  certain. — Yours  truly.  Rats. 

SHOALS  OF  DEAD  SEA  FISH. 

5  Dear  Sm, — Under  the  above  heading  is  an 
*f  astonishing  letter  (from  the  Mornirvj  Post)  in  your 
\  iflsae  of  Aug.  6.    I  now  refer  your  readers  to  it, 

(merely  remarking  that  such  enormous  masses  of 
dead  fish  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  sea  are  by 
1  no  means  without  a  parallel;  though  to  steam  for 


three  and  a  half  miles  through  a  mass  of  putrid  fish 
sounds  very  like  "a  fish  story,"  with  a  high  flavour 
about  it,  too. 

Thanks  to  an  old  news-cutting  book,  I  can  cap 
the  above  story,  for  mine  is  headed  thus,  "  Sixty- 
nine  mUes  of  dead  fish."  And  my  remark,  "Why  not 
say  seventy  and  be  done  with  it  ?  "  shows  what  a 
deleterious  influence  angling  has  upon  one's  love  of 
accuracy !  Fancy  adding  a  mile  of  dead  fish  to  a 
fish  story,  and  this  without  any  qualms  of  con- 
science, too.  Who  but  an  old  fisherman  could  be  so 
elastic,  not  to  say  mendacious.  It  must  be  about 
twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years  since  I  pasted 
that  story  into  my  old  scrap-book,  which  runs  some- 
what thus :  The  captain  of  a  bark  trading 
between  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  York  made 
an  official  report  that  he  had  seen  a  great  quantity 
of  dead  codfish  in  the  waters  of  the  Georges  Banks. 
Naturally,  a  reporter  of  the  New  York  Tribune 
interviewed  that  captain.  Instead  of  all  being 
rotten,  he  declared-  that  when  scooped  up  their 
gills  were  red  and  that  they  were  firm  and  hard  in 
the  flesh,  showing  that  they  had  not  been  long  dead. 
"  From  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  five  o'clock  in 
the  evening  we  were  passing  through  this  school  of 
codfish,  and  as  we  were  going  at  the  rate  of  six 
miles  an  hour  we  went  through  sixty-nine  miles  of 
them."  Then  some  chaff  arose.  The  reporter  asks, 
"  Did  you  eat  them  ?  "  "  No  !  not  sixty-nine  miles 
of  them,  we  ate  a  few."  And  at  last  the  reporter 
made  this  quaint  remark,  "  Sixty -nine  miles  of  dead 
fish  are  some  fish,"  which  the  captain  had  to  admit. 
Then  Captain  Lawrence  remarked  that  they  were 
not  all  cod,  some  being  a  kind  of  sea  bass,  and  also 
a  lot  of  red  schnappers.  A  Captain  Mortimer  sug- 
gested that  "  icebergs  grounded  off  the  Banks  may 
have  made  the  water  too  cold  for  the  fish."  And 
mind  you,  all  thLs  took  place  in  the  offices  of  the 
Fish  Commissioners !  And  it  was  decided  that  a 
certain  '■  Professor  Baird  must  be  made  acquainted 
with  these  interesting  observations,"  and  I  suppose 
by  now  Professor  Baird  has  had  time  to'  sift  the 
wheat  from  the  chaff  ?  Did  he  find  that  "  chaff" 
prevailed  ?    Ah  !  I  wonder. 

It  is  nearly  a  generation  since  this  story  appeared, 
and  I  have  been  trying  hard  to  swallow  it  ever  since 
till  now.  But  if  the  one  of  these  stories  is  a  fact, 
why  not  the  other  ?  The  real  obstacle  lies  in  the 
difficulty  of  proving  that  one  of  them  is  !  This 
admitted,  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  other 
vanishes. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


BOOK  ON  KNOTS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Do  you  know  a  book  on  "  Knots  and 
How  to  Tie  Them  ?  "  If  so,  we  should  be  much 
obliged  if  you  could  give  us  name  of  publishers. — 
Yours  truly,  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Redditch. 

[I  know  no  hook  on  knots.  Of  course  there  are 
illustrations  of  some  of  them  in  many  books.  We 
had  no  end  of  illustrations'  of  knots  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  week  after  week  a  year  or  so  ago. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  "Iota,"  I  should  advise 
him  to  take  an  lift,  rod,  although  the  natives  use 
rods  up  to  16ft.  Flies  during  day  and  up  to  dusk, 
Greenwell's  Glory,  Black  Jack  with  silver  body. 
Partridge  with  red  body,  and  Snipe  Bloa  with  silver 
body  (No.  3  flies) ;  after  dusk,  Bustards  or  Hen 
Pheasant  and  Drake,  blue  body,  Bloa  and  Drake, 
yellow  body,  and  Drake  and  Pheasant,  maroon 
body,  gold  tinsel,  size  7  Kendal.  I  should  recom- 
mend Canonbie  as  most  suitable  position  to  fish  both 
rivers.  Daily  tickets  are  required,  2s.  6d.  per  day, 
issued  by  policeman  at  Canonbie. — Yours  truly, 

H.  H.  HoDGKmsoN. 


MR.  J.  L.  KENNEDY'S  "  COCH-Y-BONDHU." 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — I  send  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  received  from  Mr.  Gallichan  which,  I  think, 
you  will  think  worth  publishing,  at  least  I  hope  so. 
I  may  say  I  have  adopted  your  suggestion,  and 
now  use  bristles  for  the  legs  of  my  flies,  which 
keep  their  form  and  answer  well.'  Thanks. — Yours 
faithfully,  J.  L.  Kennedy. 

Ellerslie,' Solihull,  Warwick- 
shire, Aug.  1. 

."  The  Crimbles,  Bakewell, 
"May,  1904. 

"  Dear  Mb.  Kennedy, — I  have  deferred  writing 
to  you  about  your  floating  Coch-y-Bondhu  until 
now,  as  I  wished  to  test  it  thoroughly  on  clear  pools 
with  shy  trout.  I  can  now  tell  you  it  is  v«ry 
attractive  on  still  water  in  hot  weather.  With  it  I 
have  taken  educated  trout  up  to  i\\h.  in  weight 
from  water  wherein  the  fish  refuse  every  other 
artificial  bait  except  on  very  rough  days  and  after 
dark.  I  gave  one  of  your  flies  to  a  novice  last 
summer  and  sent  him  to  this  difficult  water  on  a 
calm  afternoon.    Although  inexperienced  he  caught 


trout  of  over  a  pound,  and  on  other  occasions  he 
found  it  served  him  well.  A  feeding  fish  rarely 
refuses  it  in  this  water,  and  standing  trout  can 
often  be  enticed  by  it.  It  is  worth  stating  that  the 
natural  Coch-y-Bondhu  or  bracken  clock  is  never 
seen  in  this  part  of  England.  This  is  a  further 
testimony  to  the  excellence  of  your  imitation,  which 
is  the  best  I  have  ever  seen.  The  trout  take  it  for 
something  alive. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  Walter  M.  Gallichan, 
"  Author  of  '  Fishing  in  Wales,'  '  Travel  in  Spain,' 
'  Angling,'  etc." 

FISHING  IN  NORFOLK. 
Dear  Sir, — Two  years  ago  I  paid  a  visit  to 
Hilgay  in  Norfolk  and  fished  the  River  Ouse  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Denver  Sluice,  but  unfortunately 
with  little  success.  I  intend  going  there  the  latter 
part  of  August,  and  should  be  glad  if  some  reader 
who  has  been  in  the  Hilgay  district  could  give  me 
any  information.  Is  "  Humphries  Farm,"  near 
Southrey,  or  the  "  Hundred  Foot,"  a  good  station. 
— Yours  truly,  T.  Kershaw. 


TROUT  FLIES  FOR  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  would  inform  me  what  flies 
to  use  for  reservoir  and  brook  trout  during  the 
month  of  August  ? — Yours  truly,         T.  Stone. 

York. 

[In  addition  to  the  standard  cockwing  dtins  sold 
as  Blue  Dun.  Olive  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  etc.,  I  should 
advise  Mr.  Stone  to  try  the  Honey  Dun  Bumble, 
Furnace  Fly,  small  Red  Palmer  with  a  few  turns  of 
yellow  silk  at  tail,  and  Coch-y-Bondhu ;  for  reser- 
voirs he  will  not  easily  beat  Mr.  Kennedy's  famous 
beetle — it  is  expensive.  Is.  each,  I  think.  It  floats, 
and  if  it  is  cast  anywhere  near  a  trout  feeding  on 
flies  on  the  surface,  he  is  pretty  sure  to  take  it ;  in 
appearance  it  is  like  a  "  lady-bii-d."  For  evening 
fishing  in  August  the  Cinnamon  Sedge,  Brown 
Sedge,  and  Coachman  are  hard  to  beat.  For  a 
windy  day  on  lake  or  river  I  have  great  faith  in  a 
Pink  Wickham  in  different  sizes  to  suit  the  condi- 
tions of  water,  day,  etc.  The  Red  and  Black  Ant 
often  kill  well  on  a  hot  day.  "Greenwell's  Glory" 
and  "  Tod's  Fancy,' '  as  dressed  by  Messrs.  Forrest, 
of  Kelso,  on  Mr.  Tod's  double-hook  midge  hooks,  I 
have  found  invaluable.  I  hope  some  other  anglers 
will  tell  us  the  flies  they  have  found  useful  in 
August,  when,  as  a  rule,  the  rivers  are  low  and  the 
days  bright. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 

Dear  Sib, — ^Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  what  fishing  is  to  be  had  at 
Weston-super-Mare  (coast  and  river  if  any) ;  also 
would  it  be  any  use  taking  a  gun  ? — Yours  truly, 

E.  Alsop. 


FISHING  IN  THE  BUDE  CANAL. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  give  me  information  respecting  the  above  ? 
Is  it  suitable  for  winter  fishing  for  pike,  perch,  and 
roach  ?  Would  it  be  better  to  make  Bude  or 
Launceston  my  headquarters  for  the  winter  ?  Any 
particulars  will  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly. 

Spinner. 


LOCH  LONG. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  "Medico"  or  any  of  your 
readers  kindly  say  if  there  is  any  kind  of  fishing  on 
Loch  Long,  and  from  a  yacht  drawing  five  feet  of 
water ;  or  if  there  are  any  manorial  rights  or  restric- 
tions close  to  the  mouths  of  rivers  falling  into  the 
loch  ?  What  kind^of  fish  are  obtainable,  etc.  ? — 
Yours  truly,  Ocidem. 


FISHING  NEAR, SHREWSBURY. 

Deab  Sie, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  what  kind  of  fishing  there  is  to  be  had  at 
Shrewsbury  ?  Whether  coarse  fish  are  plentiful,  or 
trout,  or  both,  and  what  sort  of  tackle  will  be  best 
for  pike  (if  there  are  any).  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation.— Yours  truly,  A.  B.  C.  D. 


FISHING  AT  CARNARVON,  WALES. 

Deab  Sm, — I  propose  taking  a  fortnight's  holiday 
on  Sept.  3  at  Carnarvon  Bay,  some  six  mUes  from 
Carnarvon  town  proper.  Can  any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  give  me  information  as  to  what 
fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the  vicinity,  tmd  the  requisites 
to  go  through  ? — Yours  truly,  West-Didsbuby. 


EFFECT  OF  MIST  ON  FISH. 

Deab  Sie, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  wUl 
kindly  allow  me  to  ask  the  following  question  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  Has  mist  any  effect  on  salmon 
and  sea-trout  ?    My  experience  is  that  when  a  mist 
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is  rising  off  the  water,  either  in  the  evening  or 
early  morning,  fish  will  not  rise,  and  it  is  almost  a 
waste  of  time  going  fishing.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
hear  your  opinion  on  the  subject. — Yours  truly. 

Fisherman. 

[L  believe  many  anglers  hold  that  when  the  mist 
begins  to  rise  it  is  time  to  put  up  one's  files,  but  on 
many  occasions  I  have  had  good  sport  of  an  even- 
ing with  trout  and  grayling  in  Hampshire  when  I 
could  not  see  far  on  account  of  the  mist,  and  one 
evening  on  the  Eamont  I  found  the  trout  rising 
splendidly  in  quite  a  thick  mist.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  have  the  experiences  of  other  anglers. 
I  certainly  would  rather  be  without  the  mist  in  any 
case. — Ed.] 

NOTHING  NEW  UNDER  THE  SUN. 
Dear  Sir, — Years  ago  I  became  acquainted  with 
the  method  you  describe  in  the  Fishing  Oazette  of 
July  23  of  how  to  prevent  a  knot  slipping  when 
tying  it,  and  it  was  this  way.  I  was  in  the  same 
predicament  as  you  describe  yourself  to  be  in  when 
my  henchman  says,  "  Take  another  turn  or  two, 
your  'anar,  and  then  it  won't  slip  "  ;  and,  having 
done  so,  I  said,  "  When  did  you  learn  that  dodge, 
Pat  ?  "  "  Whin  did  I  larne  it,  do  your  'anar  say  ? 
Shure  I  niver  lamed  it ;  I've  knowed  it  all  me 
loife  I  " — Yours  truly,  F.  M.  L. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Dkab  Sib,- — You  asked  me  the  latter  part  of  last 
year,  when  you  heard  I  was  visiting  our  "  premier 
colony,"  Newfoundland,  to  learn  from  personal 
investigation  whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  a  fact 
that  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  of  the  colony  wag 
of  an  undoubted  high-class  character.  You  in- 
formed me  that  you  personally  had  no  doubt  of  its 
being  excellent  for  sport  some  years  back,  but  that 
one  or  two  gentleman  had  informed  you  recently 
that  their  experience  was  somewhat  unfavourable. 

Accepting  your  friendly  commission,  on  my 
arrival  at  St.  John's  I  put  myself  into  communica- 
tion with  the  President  of  an  influential  sporting 
association  or  club,  then  with  two  ex-premiers  of 
the  colony,  and  subsequently  with  several  mer- 
chants of  high  standing  in  Newfoundland  and  in 
England.  Through  these  gentlemen  I  learnt  that 
by  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  "  close  season," 
between  Sept.  15  and  Jan.  15,  with  other  enact- 
ments of  the  Government,  the  quantity  and  size  of 
both  salmon  and  trout  had  by  no  means  deteriorated. 
Given  an  angler  who  was  an  average  fisherman, 
willing  to  avail  himself  of  the  practical  experience 
of  those  who  knew  where  and  when  to  fish,  he  would 
be  a  "duffer"  if  he  did  not  have  good  sport.  I 
made  the  acquaintance  of  anglers  who  had  fished 
in  Norway  and  Canada,  and  after  one  or  more 
seasons  they  unhesitatingly  gave  the  preference  to 
Newfoundland.  This  is  substantiated  by  the  fact 
that  Canadians  and  Americans  are  now  regular 
visitors  in  the  open  season.  There  are  several 
Englishmen  and  Scotchmen  who  arrive  at  St.  John's 
in  June  year  after  year,  and  at  a  comparatively 
small  cost  they  are  more  than  satisfied.  In  the 
Free  Press  of  June  28,  published  at  St.  John's  (a 
paper  that  may  always  be  relied  on  for  its  news), 
I  see  that  two  well-known  gentlemen  have  had 
some  very  good  catches — one,  a  manager  of  a 
Halifax  bank,  secured  a  24-po  under  and  two  10- 
pounders  besides  other  large  trout.  The  ordinary 
sizo  of  salmon  range  from  51b,  to  101b. — perhaps 
61b.  may  be  deemed  an  average. 

The  weakness  of  the  colony  is  good  hotel  accom- 
modation. I  wish  one  of  our  London  hotel  com- 
panies would,  at  a  moderate  expense,  put  up  thre* 
or  four  small  houses — two  for  all  the  year  round, 
and  two  for  the  game  and  fishing  seasons.  They 
would  pay  good  dividends. 

I  am  helping  in  this  direction  myself.  Sir  Robert 
Pinsent,  a  leading  judge,  now  deceased,  erected 
some  few  years  back  a  most  eligible  bungalow 
residence  (twelve  or  fourteen  rooms)  in  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  spots  within  easy  distance  of 
St.  John's.  This  property  I  have  bought,  and  shall 
arrange  for  a  respectable  man  and  wife  to  cater  for 
sportsmen  who  like  to  join  me  in  the  purchase.  It 
will  practically  be  the  property  of  a  select  syndicate, 
and  they  by  one  payment  will  have  the  right  to 
occupy  comfortable  rooms,  use  of  boats,  convey- 
ances, fishing  gear,  etc.,  a  small  annual  charge  per 
member  being  made  for  the  up-keep  of  the  premises 
and  adjuncts.  Lady  Pinsent  and  the  family  on  the 
ten  acres  of  cleared  land  laid  out  a  tennis  court  or 
bowling-green,  and  as  the  estate  slopes  down  to  the 
River  Salmonier  (one  of  the  best  salmon  rivers 
in  the  colony),  I  know  no  spot  in  the  world  that 
has  such  advantages  and  charms  for  fishing  and 
shooting.  Of  the  latter  I  say  nothing  except  that 
caribou  abound !  I  write  thus  because  I  love 
Newfoundland  (my  life  was  saved  by  its  vitalising 
air),  and  the  merchants,  doctors,  and  clergy  are 


the  most  delightful  fellows  I  have  ever  met  for 
hospitality  and  good  comradeship.  It  only  takes 
seven  days  to  voyage  from  Glasgow  or  Liverpool 
to  St.  John's.  Your  readers  can  write  me  if  they 
want  to  know  more,  and  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to 
give  fuller  particulars. — Yours  truly, 

T.  KyrriN  Freeman. 
Blairgowrie,  Whitehall  Park,  N. 


FISHING  IN  CORNWALL  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
"  J.  W.,"  September  is  the  best  month  for  fishing 
in  Cornwall.  The  peal  and  salmon  are  very  late 
in  running  up  the  Camel  and  Fowey.  St.  Gennys 
is  in  the  north  of  Cornwall  and  near  the  Bude 
canal,  where  there  i  is  also  capital  trout-fishing, 
Mr.  Maynard,  of  Bude,  saddler,  etc.,  will  be  able 
to  give  information.  The  flies  tire  the  standard 
Devon  sorts.  Some  parts  are  better  fished  by 
wading. — Yours  truly,  William  Heabder. 

Plymouth. 


FOOD  FOR  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  believe  that  dried  and  pounded 
horseflesh  is  fed  to  the  very  small  trout  in  the 
hatcheries.  Can  you  tell  me  if  this  can  be  bought 
ready  for  use — if  so,  where  and  at  what  price  T 
Failing  horseflesh,  is  dry  fish  meal  on  the  market  ? 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — Yours  truly, 

S.  S. 


HOW  TO  BREED  WORMS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  would  tell  me  the  best  way  to  breed  brand- 
lings, dew  and  pink  tails.  I  have  good  oppor- 
tunity living  at  a  kind  of  farmhouse  having  out- 
building, stack-yard  with  plenty  of  loose  soil.  A 
reply  through  the  columns  of  your  valuable  paper 
will  oblige — Yours  truly,  L.  Newham. 

GROOVED  SHOT    VERSUS  "SPLIT  SHOT." 

Dear  Sir, — Having  long  felt  the  inconvenience  of 
using  ordinary  '•  split  shot,"  and  the  difficulty  of 
closing  same  on  gut,  to  say  nothing  of  broken 
teeth,  I  have  of  late  years  used  perforated  shot ; 
but  they  are  rather  expensive,  and  slide  up  and 
down  the  gut  (an  advantage  in  some  cases  and  a 
disadvantage  in  others) ;  so  have  hit  upon  a  method 
of  grooving  shot — using  a  small  watchmaker's  vice 
(with  parallel  grip)  to  screw  on  to  a  table,  and  for 
which  I  gave  a  shilling,  a  small  tenon  saw,  same 
price,  and  a  small  pair  of  pliers  or  tweezers,  where- 
with to  place  the  shot  in  jaws  of  .vice  (otherwise 
ten  to  one  they  wUl  drop  from  your  finger  eind 
thumb  on  to  the  floor). 

With  these  simple  and  inexpensive  appliances 
(useful  in  many  ways)  I  can  groove  shot  at  the 
rate  of  three  or  four  a  minute,  and  enclose  a  few  so 
made. 

If  you  split  shot  with  shot  cutters,  the  angle  of 
incision  is  too  obtuse,  if  with  a  knife  too  acute  for 
closing  on  the  gut,  but  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  a  saw  groove  is  bett-er  than  either,  and 
much  more  easily  and  thoroughly  closed  on  gut. 

For  the  trade,  saw  grooved  shot  might  easily  be 
madp  at  the  rate  of,  say,  fifty  a  minute  by  a  small 
revolving  band  saw. — Yours  truly, 

8,  Arundel-terrace,  H.  S.  Haeland, 

Brighton. 

[Mr.  Harland's  method  certainly  meikes  a  clean 
groove,  but  I  fear  the  expense  would  more  than 
counterbalance  any  advantages.  As  one  has  to 
use  the  teeth  when  the  tweezers  are  not  at  hand,  I 
think  the  teeth  would  sufler  more  from  closing  the 
groove  tightly  on  the  gut  than  the  split  shot.  It 
would  be  a  very  dangerous  job  grooving  shot  with 
a  circular  saw  I  fancy. — Ed.] 

A  fine;  BASS  ON  TROUT  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  regular  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  I  saw  in  the  issue  of  July  30  a  report  of 
beisB  that  had  been  taken,  and  thought  this  little 
item  may  be  of  interest.  On  Bank  Holiday  I  caught 
a  bass  with  ordinary  stout  trout  rod  and  line  and 
No.  1  hook  and  herring  bait.  It  was  taken  within 
25yds.  of  the  shore  in  about  10ft.  of  water  after  a 
struggle  of  twenty  minutes.  The  fish  weighed  1  lib., 
and  waa  taken  fishing  from  the  shore  opposite  Sulby 
Island. — Yours  truly,  Bernard  Cant. 

Cardiff.   

EELS  TAKING  FLIES. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  just  come  up  from  the  pond, 
where  I  saw  two  eels  in  a  shallow  part  both  take  a 
fly  on  the  surface.  To  me  this  is  a  new  experience. 
— Yours  truly,  Oliver  Procter. 

[EelsVill  strike  at  anything  moving  if  it  is  near 
enough  to  attract  their  attention,  but  it  is  certainly 
very  unusual  to  see  them  taking  flies.  Occasionally 
on  streams  lined  with  flaps  one  hears  a  sucking 
noise  among  them.  I  believe  this  is  invariably 
caused  by  eels  sucking  larvae  and  snails  off  the 


stems  of  the  flags,  and  putting  their  noses  out  by 
accident.  Eels  are  very  destructive  to  small  fry. 
At  night  they  swim  close  to  the  surface  following 
the  fry,  and  I  have  opened  eels  which  were  gorged 
with  fry  taken  in  this  way.  I  have,  I  think,  once 
or  twice  reported  the  capture  of  an  eel  on  an  artificial 
fly.— Ed.] 


J.  HARPER,  FISH  PAINTER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  in  my  possession  a  painting 
of  a  mixed  bag  of  fish,  a  brace  of  roa«h  having  pride 
of  place  in  the  centre  of  the  canvas.  I  have  been 
told  by  many  gentlemen  who  have  been  anglers 
and  artists  that  it  is  the  best  painting  of  fish  they 
have  seen.  It  is  dated  1815,  and  signed  J.  Harper. 
It  has  been  in  the  possession  of  my  family  many 
years,  but  where  it  came  from  I  oould  not  find  out. 
I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Oazette  would  tell  me  if  they  have  ever 
seen  any  paintings  by  the  same  artist. — Yours  truly. 

King's  Arms  Hotel,         Augustine  Snewing. 
Uxbridge,  Middlesex. 

ri  have  not  seen  any  paintings  by  J.  Harper,  nor 
can  I  find  his  name  in  "Phillips's  Biographical 
Dictionary,"  which  gives  all  artists  of  any  note 
at  all.— Ed.] 


WHAT  BAIT  TO  USE  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  pleased  if  you  can  tell  me 
through  the  columns  of  your  paper  the  bait  required 
for  sea  fishing. 

Fish  to  be  obtained  in  river  Tees,  at  present,  are 
plaice,  dabs,  eels,  and  later,  mackerel,  cod,  whiting, 
billets,  etc.  At  present  the  bait  used  is  soft  crabs, 
but  they  are  getting  very  scarce.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  H.  Jackson. 

[Baits  for  sea  fish  are  legion — lugworm,  ragworm, 
mussels,  cuttle,  bits  of  herring  and  other  fish.  For 
bass,  live  shrimp  and  sand-eels  are  hard  to  beat.  If 
Mr.  Jackson  cannot  get  bait  locally,  he  might  try 
some  of  the  preserved  bait  for  sea  fish  sold  by  Mr. 
Gosden,  of  4(10,  Oxford-road,  Reeuding. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  CARLISLE. 
Dear  Sir. — In  reply  to  "  Holida5^8  "  inquiry  in 
last  week's  Fishing  Oazette,  he  would  require  to  have 
a  coarse  fish  ticket,  2s.  6d.  per  week,  issued  by  Mr. 
Strong,  tackle  maker,  Castle-street,  Carlisle,  to  fish 
the  Eden  and  Caldew,  A  small  portion  of  Petteril 
can  be  fished  free.  If  "  Holiday  "  wants  to  kill  trout 
as  well,  he  must  have  5s.  per  week  trout  ticket  and 
Is.  per  week  licence.  Coarse  fish  swarming  in  the 
Eden. — Yours  truly,  H.  H.  Hodgkinson,  Hon.  Sec. 

Carlisle  Angling  Association. 


CORK  AS  A  CHUB  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — When  fishing  for  chub  I  use  a  fioat 
made  from  a  cork  of  a  wine  bottle  cut  in  half,  and 
many  a  time  a  chub  of  21b.  or  31b.  heis  taken  the 
float  right  down  under  water ;  I  fancy  he  thinks  it 
must  be  a  frog.  I  caught  a  "  nine-eyed  eel "  about 
a  month  ago  but  it  was  a  "  lamprey  "  ;  it  waa  not 
quite  so  large  as  the  one  mentioned  in  the  Bristol 
Echo.  I  should  like  to  know  how  Mr.  W.  Pauley 
caught  it. — Yours  truly,  J,  Baker. 

Stoke  Newington,  August  10. 

[Mr.  Baker  should  put  a  little  roach  hook  on  his 
float  to  prevent  such  annoyance  ! — Ed.] 


THE  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Dear  Sib, — If  your  correspondent  "  Iota  "  wishes 
to  cover  the  water  properly  on  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
he  had  better  take  at  least  a  14ft,  rod.  Not  know- 
ing the  rivers,  I  took  a  10ft.  6in.  rod  last  year,  and 
found  it  almost  useless.  Tickets  are  to  be  had 
generally  at  the  police  stations.  The  fishing  in  the 
Liddle  is  much  cheaper  than  in  the  Esk,  but  there 
are  of  course  many  different  charges  for  different 
portions  of  the  water.  My  advice  is  with  the  low 
state  of  rivers  generally  this  summer  not  to  go  too 
far  up.  Should  he  elect  to  stay  at  Canonbie,  which 
is  a  lovely  spot,  and  if,  like  myself,  he  prefers 
private  rooms  to  hotel  accommodation,  I  can  recom- 
mend Mr.  Ballantyne  in  the  village  at  Canonbie, 
who  is  himself  a  good  fisherman  and  will  tell  "Iota" 
all  about  flies,  etc.  A  friend  who  has  just  returned 
from  the  Isle  of  Man  tells  me  that  the  rivers  are  all 
dead  low  and  hardly  worth  fishing  at  present.  I 
send  an  interesting  little  booklet  by  Mr.  S.  M.  Tod, 
which  carefully  describes  all  the  fishing  in  the  Isle 
of  Man.  If  you  will  forward  same  to  Mr.  Vahey  I 
am  sure  it  would  interest  him,  and  as  it  is  such  a 
pleasant  little  book  to  have  by  one,  I  should  be 
obliged  if  he  will  return  it  to  me  direct  when  he  has 
quite  finished  with  it. — Yours  truly,       J.  H.  E. 

[I  have  sent  the  capital  little  guide  on  to  "Iota." 
—Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over:] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


The  Proposed  Anglo-French  Roach  Fishing 
Contest. 

"Dear  Sir, — Your  opening  paragraph  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  13,  re  a  fishing  match  with 
the  Frenchmen,  was  very  interesting,  and  if  taken 
up  would,  I  feel  sure,  be  eagerly  welcomed  by 
English  anglers  all  over  the  country,  and  your 
suggestion  as  to  subscriptions  being  made  to  cover 
i-xpenses  would,  I  feel  sure,  meet  with  ready 
response. — ^Yours  truly,       "W;  P.  WooLLEy."- 

I  am  glad  to  say  there  wiU  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  a  first-rate  team  to  go  to  Paris — five  Trent, 
five  Thames,  and  five  Lea  anglers — but  at  present 
;iot  even  the  preliminaries  have  been  settled,  and 


all  I  can  say  is  that  I  am  sure  the  contest  will 
take  place^ 


A  7lb.  502.  Chub, 


I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  who  is 
fishing  the  King'.s  Arms  Hotel  water  at  Chriat- 
church,  that  he  has  got  a  grand  chub  of  7Ib.  5oz. ; 
it  took  cheese,  and  I  believe  it  takes  the  cake  also. 
It  is  nearly  a  pound  heavier  than  the  fine  fish  bis 
son  got,  which  was  6lb.  8oz.v  and  with  the 
.5lb.  12oz.  got  by  Mr.  Walker  recently,  make  the 
finest  brace  and  a  half  of  authenticated  chub  that 
I  ever  remember. 

I        ".  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Am  just  sending  Cooper 
a  chub,  71b.  ."joz.,  the  handsomest  I  ever  saw.  I 
got  him  with  cheese  out  of  a  small  bay  just  above 
Christchurch  Bridge:    I  was  very  lucky,  as  he 
E     plunged  into  an  a'jrful  bed  of  lilies,— Faithfully 
I     youis^  jiE.;  J,  Walker.  U 


THE  GEE  AT  CHUB. 


On  Wednesday,  Aug;  17,  1904;  a  chub  was 
caught  in  the  Hampshire  Avon,  at  Christchurch, 
which  was  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  as 
weighing  7lb.  8oz.- 

J?  Something  wrong  about  the  weight — 
I'll  put  it  right  if  you  will  wait. 
All  very  well  to  make  a  show, 
But  five  into  eight  won't  go. 
Maybe  that  the  scales  were  out, 
I  know  the  chub  got  knocked  about. 
The  scales  went  all  around  the  floor. 
And  wouldn't  stick  on  as  before^ 
Gum,  fish-glue,  and  paste  were  used, 
Ghub  was  very  much  amused ; 
Seemed  to  treat  it  as  a  joke. 
But  soon  began  to  cough  and  choke; 
For  fear  that  he  should  do  this  louder. 
Walker  gave  him  Borax  powder.' 

Then  his  jump  and  coughing  ceased. 
For  the  chub  became  deceased — 
This  was  how  his  weight  increased.'^ 

— E.  J:  W. 

[It  appears  that  in  the  weight  given  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  the  Glacialine  powder,  wisely  put  in 
the  fish,  was  weighed  with  it  by  accident; — Ed.] 


"WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,   SALMON    AND  TEOUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
Bt  Phiup  Gben^ 


[Continued  from  page  135?) 

As  we  were  saying  good-bye  and  tendering  our 
thanks  to  those  who  had  helped  to  make  our  week 
at  Burton  Port  a  pleasant  and  successful  one,  some 
cards  were  given  me  which  said,  quite  truthfully: — 

"  This  splendid  hotel  is  magnificently  situated  in 
the  centre  of  a  district  that  possesses  the  united 
attractions  of  mountain,  lake  and  oceaiL  On  one 
side  are  moor  and  fountain,  on  another  the 
celebrated  Hundred  Lakes  of  Dungloe,  unrivalled 
for  fishing,  and  in  front  the  Atlantic,  with  Arran- 
more,  Rutland  and  several  other  islands  in  the 
near  distance;  Close  to  the  pier,  railway  station 
and  post  office;  Boating  and  bathing,  shooting, 
and  lake  and  sea  fishing. 

f  The  combined  air  of  mountain  and  sea  makes 
the  place  excellent  as  a  health-restoring  resort. 
Twenty  hours  from  Euston.'-' 

The  weather  being  still  fine,  and  the  rivers  low, 
we  decided  to  make  Dunfanaghy  our  next  stopping- 
place,  so  as  to  try  for  pollack  at  Horn  Head.  We 
made  the  journey  by  the  new  light  railway  to 
Greeslough; 

We  regretted  having  to  pass  Orolly  Bridge  and 
its  inviting  river,  from  which  friends  of  ours  had 
got  good  sport  a  few  days  previously,  while  a  sight 
of  the  Glaudy  River  and  Gweedore  almost  made  us 
alter  our  fixed  plans  and  give  it  just  a  two  days'  halt; 

At  times  the  engine  gave  noisy  evidence  of  steep 
climbing  which  ended  in  our  being  lifted  to  great 
heights,  whence  we  could  view  the  country  for 
many  miles,  yet,  look  where  we  would,  we  saw  no 
signs  of  life  other  than  the  heather,  which  bloomed 
everywhere,  a  perfect  wilderness  of  flower.  Down 
these  peaty,  heather-scented  hills  there  woimd  and 
tumbled  a  stream  that  made  a  silver  streak  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach.  Lacking  in  life,  it  all 
seemed  unreal  until  looking  upwards  to  the  heights 
I  spied  a  solitary  fisherman;  He  looked  so  quaint 
and  lonely  on  his  high  perch  that  had  he  had 
wings  they  would  have  seemed  quite  appropriate; 
Surely  his  friend,  although  invisible  to  us,  must 
have  been  near;  joys,  such  as  his  were,  are  only 
half  enjoyed  unless  they  find  an  echo  in  the  joyous 
heart  of  some  dear  old  chum; 

While  we  had  cUmbed  slowly  and  with  noisy 
efforts  to  giddy  eminences  we  appeared  to  rush 
headlong  down  the  deep  incline ;  at  any  rate,  we 
were  soon  at  Greeslough,  where  quite  another  kind 
of  scene  awaited  us. 

There  was  a  little  crowd  of  people  on  the  plat- 
form ;  some  were  dancing  to  the  music  of  a  con- 
certina, while  others  sang,  and  still  others  cried 
The  central  figure  was  that  of  a  young  woman 
who  stood  by  a  box.  with  a  bundle  in  her  hand. 

"  'Tis  but  'a  box  of  modesfdeal. 
Directed  to  no  matter  where : 
Andion  it  is  this  mute  appeal, 
'With  care.' " 


There  was  much  kissing,  but  the  last  kiss  ended 
in  a  hug  that  might  have  lasted  too  long,  so 
mother  and  daughter  were  torn  apart  and  the 
young  woman,  her  box  and  bundle  were  put  into 
the  train; 

Then  the  music  ceased  and  all  eyes  were  turned 
towards  a  woman  whose  sobs  seemed  to  come 
through  the  man's  shoulder  on  which  her  head  was 
resting;  The  man  who  held  her  there  patted  her 
lovingly ;  he  could  not  speak.- 

The  contrast  of  these  two  scenes  moved  me  to 
thoughts  that  were  not  exhausted  when  we  reached 
our  destination; 

The  Stewart  Arms  at  Dunfanaghy  is^  very 
English,  and  similar,  in  every  respect,  to  the 
country  commercial  we  all  know  so  well.  We  soon 
made  ourselves  at  home  there,  and  it  took  us  little 
time  to  secure  the  services  of  boatmen  who  were 
eloquent  about  monster  fish  that  on  calm  evenings 
made  quite  a  commotion  out  Horn  Head  way. 

No  sooner  were  my  ears  open  on  the  morrow  of 
our  arrival  than  in  through  the  open  window  came 
the  sound  of  gently- breaking  waves  that  said  "  you 
may  hope  to  sail  to-day.-'  Sail  we  did,  and  in 
such  a  real  sailing  manner  that  the  usual  haste  to 
have  everything  in  readiness  to  commence  to  fish 
was  quite  forgotten  for  a  space.  No  doubt  the 
wish  to  ensure  a  sight  of  the  wonders  of  Horn 
Head  helped  to  keep  in  check  our  desire  for  sport; 

Mile  after  mile  of  the  waters  of  Sheephaven  Bay 
sped  past  and,  with  each  mile,  our  men's  faces 
showed  such  pride  that  I  wondered  if  it  was  of 
their  boat,  their  sailing,  or  the  wind,  that  they 
looked  so  proud;  I .  rather  think  sailors  are 
incUned,  when  land-lubbers  are  on  board,  to  lay  a 
little  claim  to  the  wind  that  blows  and  the  waves 
that  rolb  It's  a  pleasing  sight  to  sec  men  proud 
of  what  they  are  doing,  it's  sure  to  be  their  very 
best,  and  it  is  all  the  more  pleasing  when  you  are 
participating  in  the  fruits  thereof. 

We  were  soon  at  Horn  Head  with  all  its  wonders 
near  us,  yet  not  too  near  to  prevent  our  seeing 
them  in  all  their  grandeur. 

My  practical  partner  had,  I  suppose,  quickly 
taken  his  impressions  of  the  scenery,  for,  when  I 
turned  round  to  see  what  eSect  it  was  producing 
on  him,  I  found  him,  with  rod  put  together, 
stretching  for  the  box  of  "  Natural  Spins." 

"  There's  no  doubt  it  is  very  grand.  Dad,  but  I 
am  for  some  of  those  big  ones  we've  heard  so  much 
about.'J 

With  a  last  look  at  Horn  Head  I  joined  him,  and 
our  baits  were  soon  being  drawn  along  the  sides  of 
cliffs,  and  over  sunken  rocks  that  had  waves  of 
churned  seething  water  roUing  at  them. 

At  any  moment  the  magic  whir-r-r  of  reels  might 
send  a  thrill  that  would  momentarily  blot  out  all 
thought  of  the  sublime  grandeur  of  what  we  had 
seen. 

There  were  but  a  few  moments  of  expectancy 
before  a  reel  noisily  responded  to  the  rush  of  a  fish, 
and  so  commenced  another  enjoyable  day's  fishing, 

I  should  be  able  to  show  you  how  successful  this 
day  was  had  the  picture  come  out  right. 

It  is  fifty  years  since  I  first  learnt  how  nearly 
allied  are  art  and  luck.  My  brother  Tom  was 
drawing  on  a  slate,  where  gradually  the  outline  of 
a  quite  noble  animal  appeared.  Being  anxious  to 
know  what  it  was  I  asked  him  to  tell  me,  but  he 
was  so  engrossed  that  he  seemed  not  to  hear,  so 
I  asked  again,  when  he  repKed.  "I  wish  you 
wouldn't  be  so  impatient.  I  don't  know  myself, 
till  it's  done,  whether  it  will  be  a  pig  or  an  elephant.'^ 
Tom  was  lucky,  it  turned  out  a  splendid  elephant. 

Our  camera  gave  capital  results,  sometimes  for 
days  together,  but  now  and  then  it  shied  at  certain 
objects.  It  was  a  real  terror  when  faced  with  a 
group  of  fish.  We  tried  it  aU  ways ;  whUe  the  fish 
were  in  the  boat,  and  again  when  they  were  laid 
out  upon  the  rocks  with  utmost  care  so  as  to  get 
the  form  of  each  one.  At  times  nothing  but  blurs 
resulted  which  more  resembled  wildfowl  than  fish. 

We  got  the  photo  I  give  you  here  after  many 
failures,  and,  on  the  principle  that  half  a  fish  is 
better  than  none,  I  felt  as  "sadly  thankful"-  as  a 
friend  of  mine  said  he  was  when  a  salmon,  having 
taken  all  his  line  down  Glenlyon  Pass,  left  him  the 
rod  and  winch. 

It's  a  sorry  picture  of  a  good  day's  take.  I  have, 
however,  forgiven  it  all  its  failures  because  it  was 
once  especially  kind  to  me  and  my  long  cherished 
designs  to  snap  my  son,  who  was  ever  tmwilling  to 
have  his  photo  taken. 

I  came  across  the  camera  on  the  bank,  set  it, 
pointed  it  at  him,  pressed  the  trigger,  heard  the 
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click  and  then  turned  the  number  handle  just  as  I 
had  seen  him  do. 

When  developing  and  printing  time  came  he 
showed  some  irritation,  but  the  result  of  my 
initiative  effort  in  photography  was  so  good  a 
picture,  and  he  so  little  prominent  in  it,  that  the 
aggrieved  one  at  last  consented  to  let  me  have  the 
picture,  and  I  here  triumphantly  display  my  pro- 
duction as  a  proof  that  there  is  some  luck  in  art. 


While  fishing  we  are  sure  to  make  discoveries 
which  we  desire  to  impart  to  others.  I  sometimes 
think  there  must  be  a  Uttle  vanity  in  this  keenness 
to  diffuse  knowledge;  or  can  it  be  that  we  give 
such  information  only  from  a  sense  of  duty? 
Possibly  it  is  a  pleasant  mixture  of  these  two 
incitements  that  impels  us.  Be  the  motive  what  it 
may,  I  should  like  to  tell  you  of  yet  another  bait  for 
pollack  which  is  sometimes  absolutely  irresistible. 
The  dainty  feeding  conger  takes  it  greedily,  and  it 


is  a  much  prized  bait  on  the  cod  banks  of  New- 
foundland 

In  return  be  patient  while  I  tell  you  in  a  round- 
about way  how  to  get  and  use  it. 

The  calmest,  hottest  pollack-fishing  day  I  ever 
knew  I  spent  on  the  Manacles  in  GomwalL  The 
sun  shone  from  a  blue  sky  with  such  intensity  as  to 
scorch  the  paint  in  blisters  on  our  boat.  So  hot 
was  it  that  the  workers  on  the  stranded  Paris  and 
on  the  ill-fated  Mohegam  which  had  drowned  her 
human  cargo  by  the  hundredj  struck  work  for  an 
hour  or  two  during  the  unbearable  midday  heat,- 


We  drifted  idly,  by  the  hour,  over  miles  of  sunken 
rock,  getting  peeps  at  the  wonderful  world  below, 
with  now  and  then  a  sight  of  shoals  of  pig-fish 
(wrasse),  bass,  and  bream,  all  bent  on  idleness;  but 
not  a  pollack  visible. 

The  birds,  generally  so  numerous  and  so  busy 
here,  were  in  shady  nooks,  and  everything  said 
"  No  sport  to-day."  This  was  all  the  more  regrettable 
because  I  had  three  of  my  sons  on  board  who  were 


to  be  witnesses  of  the  effects  of  the  irresistible  bait, 
in  the  capture  of  which  we  had  spent  some  hours 
the  night  before; 

On  the  previous  afternoon  the  ladies  of  our  party 
had  been  taken  out  to  be  amused,  and  at  the  same 
time  helpful,  by  "  chadding,'.i  the  necessary  pre- 
liminary to  "  squidding." 

Float  lines  had  been  rigged  out  and  a  pleasant 
hour  or  two  were  spent  catching  those  pretty 
hungry  fish  called  chad. 


At  dusk  our  boat  was  anchored  in  Porthoustock 
Bay  and,  as  we  were  tying  dead  chad  to  the  strings 
that  were  to  be  our  lines  for  the  new  sport,  dark- 
ness fell  quite  suddenly  and  lamps  were  lit.  Soon 
to  one,  and  then  to  another,  of  the  lines  came  the 
drawing  tug  that  tells  of  the  clinging  grasp  of  the 
octopus-like  squid,  our  present  prey.  Then^  while 
the  line  was  being  drawn  very  gently^  the  lantern 
was  focussed  on  the  uplifting  fine  until  the  lure, 
showing  silver  save  for  the  dark  encircling  tentacles, 
was  near  the  surface.  When  not  otherwise  engaged 
I  turned  my  search  light  on  each  and  every  face  in 


turn  and  had  much  diversion  until  the  moon  came 
up  beyond  the  clouds  and  threw  light  and  bright- 
ness everywhere. 

Often  the  sucking  fish  would  lose  its  hold  and 
sink  back  to  its  home  to  wait  for  some  less 
wondrously  resisting  food.  Then  the  bait  had  to 
be  dropped  back,  as  quickly  as  could  be  managed, 
to  tempt  another  tugging  cling; 

At  times  they  brought  the  quarry  within  reach 
of  my  gaffing  stick — a  cane  with  a  large  triangle 
hook  at  the  end  of  it — and  there  was  a  black  com- 
motion in  the  water  that  told  good  bait  was  ours 
for  the  morrow's  fishing; 

It  would  have  been  wiser  had  I  kept  strictly  to 
my  duties  as  gaffer  and  not  entrusted  them  to  my 
youngest  son,  for  he,  at  his  first  attempt^  lifted 
nigh  the  squid  before  it  had  spent  its  inky  and  I 
was  deluged,  and  my  mouth  near  filled,  with  its 
black  fluid  ire; 

When  this  accident  occurs — somehow  it  often 
does— everyone  is  supposed  to  laugh,  and  the 
victim's  laugh  should  be  the  loudest.  The  etiquette 
of  games  and  sport,  where  boys  are,  must  be  upheld 
most  strictly  or  you  are  classed  a  duffer ;  so,  having 
cleared  my  mouth,  I  tried  earnestly  to  do  my  part, 
as  becomes  a  parent; 

I  fear  they  all  outlaughed  me  except  my  eldest 
son,  who  made  no  sound;  What  could  his  silence 
mean?  I  turned  to  see  and  found  him  in  a 
paroxj^m  of  mirth ;  with  sides  heaving  almost  to 
bursting  and  wide  opened  mouth,  from  which  his 
tongue  spread  out  in  such  a  way  that  not  a  sound 
could  come.  Vinicombe,  our  Gornish  fisherman,  a 
short,  thick-set  man  with  florid  face,  was  enjoying 
himself  immensely  over  my  misfortune  and  his 
laugh  o'ertopped  all  others;  When  my  look  fell 
on  him  he  tried  to  excuse  himself  by  saying,  "Oh, 
maister,  you  be  such  a  sight,'5  and  then  we  did  the 
laughing  just  once  more. 

The  bait  so  taken  we  had  with  us  on  the  hot  day, 
on  the  Manacles,  of  which  I  am  writing;  It  had 
been  kept  well  hidden  from  the  sun  and  we  waited 
with  skin-stiff  faces  for  some  hopeful  signs  of 
change; 

At  last  the  birds  began  to  move,  and,  from 
Lizardwards,  there  came,  with  occasional  hoverings 
followed  by  headlong  dives,  the  funnel-necked 
gannets  that  told  the  tide  was  coming  and,  with 
it,  a  shoal  of  mackerel  or  the  more  dehcate  and 
tasty  pilchard. 

It  was  time  to  choose  the  spot  and  let  down  our 
anchor  where  we  could  pay  out  line  to  reach  the 
sunken  rock  that  gives  a  holding  to  swarms  of  fish; 

From  behind  us  came  the  blowing  of  the  noisy 
porpoise-school  which  passed  close  by  in  their  long 
drill  lines  while,  from  almost  overhead,  the  gannets 
hurled  themselves  down  in  quick  succession  on  a 
mass  of  fluttering  fish  that  made  the  water  hiss 
and  ripple  in  patches,  that  shifted  almost  as  quickly 
as  the  cloud  shadows  on  a  sunlit  meadow,  as  their 
enemies  from  beneath  made  rushes  for  them. 

The  now  fast-flowing  tide  took  toothsome  white 
mouthfuls  of  our  overnight  captures  into  the  very 
midst  of  this  game  of  preyed  upon  and  preying 
and  we  were  soon  as  busy  as  the  busiest; 

It  was  a  happy  time.  Noisy  voices  called  for 
gaff  or  another  bait-piece  and  the  impatient  one 
girded  his  Dad  for  slowness,  while  his  two  brothers 
were  desperately  engaged  with  violent  fish; 

Then  came  trouble,  for  the  youngest  had  allowed 
his  Une  to  become  entangled  at  the  winch  while 
letting  out  his  bait.  A  fish  came  on  that  caused 
his  top  joint  to  give  loud  serried  knocks  upon  the 
gxmwale  of  the  boat,  which  ended  in  a  snap,  and 
there  was  one  put  out  of  action.  Not  for  long ;  a 
smile  came  over  the  sudden-sorrowed  face,  and  he 
said,  "-Why,  Dad,  it's  all  right;  you  brought  your 
rod.'i 

What  matter  broken  rods,  inky  faces,  or  other 
costs  for  that  which  leaves  such  pleasant  memories; 

It  is  quite  a  long  drive  from  Dunfanaghy  to 
Rosapenna,  and  it  is  as  interesting  as  it  is  long; 
The  four-wheel  car  does  the  journey  in  three  hours 
and  a  quarter,  and  we  found  just  that  measure  of 
delight  in  it,  with  countless  jolts  thrown  in;  I 
really  think  car  jolts  are  worth  muofc;  Elderly 
people  do  not  look  well  skipping,  more's  the  pity, 
but  we  may  jolt,  and  then  our  happy  faces  are 
quite  becoming; 

Rosapenna  Hotel  is  an  imposing  structure,  just 
midway  between  Mulroy  and  Sheephaven  Bay; 
The  position  ensured  opporfiunities  for  unUmited 
sea  fishing,  and  the  rivers  we  had  crossed,  within 
walking  distance,  looked  as  if  ,sea-trout  and  salmon 
fishing  would  be  at  our  dispoual,    Immediately  in 
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front  of  the  hotel  are  sandy  hillocks  with  flat  grass- 
grown  plots  between,  over  which  scarlet-coated  men 
and  short-skirted  ladies  walked  and  halted  brandish- 
ing sticks,  the  ends  of  which  flashed  in  the  sun's 
rays.  Evidently  we  were  dismounting  at  quite  a 
fashionable  resort,  and  I  had  fears  of  the  French 
chef  and  his  concoctions,  but  those  fears  subsided, 
and  we  spent  our  short  stay  most  comfortably. 

The  salmon  fishing  is  free  to  visitors  from  April 
to  the  end  of  July,  and  there  is  practically  un- 
limited trout  fishing,  but  again  the  rain  kept  off. 
There  were  those  amongst  the  guests  who  had  taken 
three  salmon  in  a  day,  and  others  who  had  enjoyed 
splendid  sport  with  trout.  One  fisher  got  30,  32, 
40,  and  41  good  fish,  not  bad  totals  for  four 
successive  days.  We  got  fair  baskets,  but  nothing 
to  compare  with  this. 

At  last  the  long  looked  for  rain,  which  had  fallen 
everywhere  except  where  we  happened  to  be 
wanting  it,  came  in  earnest.  All  the  afternoon  it 
fell,  and,  although  we  had  long  since  given  over 
carrying  waterproofs,  we  fished  on  until  we  were 
wet  through  with  the  warm  rain,  and  the  river  had 
risen  so  considerably  as  to  promise  wonders  for  the 
morrow  amongst  the  invigorated  salmon,  that,  like 
ourselves,  were  gladdened  by  the  copious  downfall. 

After  dinner  that  night  I  interviewed  Mr.  Manning, 
the  manager,  whom  I  found  to  be  quite  a  keen 
sportsman,  ready  to  read  me  up  in  aU  I  needed. 
The  favourite  salmon  flies  are  Glaret  Jay,  Butcher, 
Lemon  and  Grey,  and  Durham  Ranger,  sizes  to 
suit  water,  always  remembering  to  favour  the 
smaller  of  the  two  sizes  which  you  think  most 
suitable. 

There  are  two  rivers  and  four  lakes  within  a 
short  drive.  From  the  latter  trout  up  to  121b. 
have  been  taken. 

Many  times  during  that  evening  we  listened  to 
the  rain ;  when  in  bed  I  heard  its  patter ;  and  it 
was  raining  still  when  I  feU  asleep. 

{To  he  continuedi) 


WEIGHTS  OF  TKOUT  FOE  INCHES 
OF  LENGTH. 
By  E.  Sturdy. 

I>i  the  preparation  of  the  accompanying  table  I 
have  used  as  base  the  same  assumption  that  I  did 
for  salmon — ^namely,  that  a  36-inch  fish  weighs  201b. 


weight  in  the  table.  If  the  length  be  less  than 
eighteen  inches,  one  deducts  rather  less  than  this 
average.  At  sixteen  inches  about  6oz.  per  inch 
should  be  deducted,  say,  12oz.  from  the  2 Jib., 
which  gives  IJlb. 

It  should  be  understood  that  for  trout  no  table 
on  these  or  any  other  bases  can  approach  in  useful- 
ness one  for  fish  returned  from  sea.  It  is  obvious, 
though  I  do  not  recall  having  read  or  heard  it,  that 
decrepit,  injured,  or  worn-out  anadromous  fish, 
having  small  object  in  ascending  rivers,  are  likely 
to  remain  at  sea,  and  that  thus  those  returning  are 
mainly  in  a  uniform  state  of  vigour  and  condition. 
With  brook  trout  it  is  entirely  different.  However 
sickly  or  old  the  fish  may  be,  he  remains  in  the 
river  to  set  all  calculations  at  defiance.  A  further 
important  point  of  difference  is  that  salmon  in  the 
sea  have  an  unlimited  supply  of  food,  while  trout 
feeding  in  rivers  have  very  varying  supplies.  It  is 
for  these  reasons  that  the  table  serves  admirably 
for  sea-going  fish,  and  very  indifferently  for  residents. 
In  the  last  three  weeks  of  my  stay  in  Norway  a 
year  or  two  ago,  I  measured  and  weighed  fifty  sea- 
trout,  not  one  of  which  failed  to  come  well  within 
10  per  cent,  of  the  table  weights,  while  I  have  since 
at  home  had  an  old  ogre  of  a  26-inch  fario  which 
was  more  than  50  per  cent,  below  par. 

There  is  one  small  incidental  advantage  in  some 
such  table  as  this  being  pubUshed,  that  when  captors 
give  the  length  and  weight  of  the  fish  they  report,  it 
may  save  some  of  your  readers  the  irritation  caused 
by  some  big-headed  cannibal  being  described  as  in 
splendid  condition.  A  uniform  system  of  length 
measurement  should  be  agreed  upon  and  adopted. 
My  views  thereon  were  given,  with  a  diagram,  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  2  last.  I  repeat  in  short 
the  recommendation : 

"  The  length  of  a  fish  should  be  taken  from  the 
snout  along  the  median  line  to  the  extreme  end  of 
the  bight  of  the  tail  fin,  ignoring  the  points  of  the 
fork,  which  add  nothing  to  the  weight.''  Using  the 
horizontal  rail  described  in  the  article,  my  gillies 
invariably  give  me  the  length  exactly,  even  when 
they  take  it  in  the  dark ;  I  verify  it  often  when 
disposing  of  the  fish  the  next  morning.  If  they 
re-weigh,  I  notice  that  ten  hours  in  the  cellar 
scarcely  reduce  the  weight  of  a  301b.  fish  by  a 
quarter  of  a  poimd.  I  should  remark  that  if  the 
weight  be  taken  immediately  on  the  fish  being 
landed,  when  he  has  a  lot  of  water,  taken  aboard  to 
help  him  to  keep  deep,  the  loss  will  be  much  greater, 


The  length  of  a  fish  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  taken 
from  the  snout  down  the  median  line  to  the  extreme 
end  of  the  bight  of  the  tail  fin,  ignoring  the  points  of 
the  fork,  which  add  nothing  to  the  weight. 

"  Not  without  making  some  false  starts,  the 
method  of  taking  this  length  I  have  adopted  is  the 
following,  it  being  accurate,  speedy,  pleasant  to 
use,  and  requiring  no  other  implement.  On  the 
top  of  a  low  fence  or  wall  is  run  a  horizontal 
wooden  rail  some  6iru  wide,  right  angled  to  an 
upright  post  or  waU.  The  rail  at  each  foot  is 
scored  right  across  its  width.  Guts  of  3in.  across 
mark  the  half-feet,  and  of  IJin.  the  quarter-feet. 
The  scoring  of  these  two  last  should  not  extend  to 
either  edge,  but  be  kept  to  the  middle.  Between 
every  pair  of  these  cuts  two  holes  the  size  of  a 
split  tare  are  made  to  denote  the  inches.  There 
being  no  need  for  figures  on  the  rail,  none  are  used. 
No  one  is  hkely  to  take  the  two-feet  cut  for  that 
of  the  three; 

"  The  fish  is  laid  on  the  rail,  its  snout  against  the 
upright,  and  should  lie  there  till  the  length  is  taken 
and  verified.  Lifting  up  the  tail,  etc.,  which  every- 
one seems  prone  to  do,  is  confusing  and  needless,  it 
being  easy  to  count  back  from  the  next  cut  beyond. 
For  example,  one  sees,  or  feels  if  it  is  too  dark  to  see, 
that  the  end  of  the  middle  of  the  tail  reaches,  say, 
the  second  point  inside  the  through  cut  which 
marks  two  feet;  the  length,  then,  2in.  short  of 
2ft.  is  22in;  The  pavement  and  wall  of  a  building 
can  be  used  in  the  absence  of  rail  and  post ;  in  fact, 
it  was  with  them  I  began,  but  found  so  many  incon- 
veniences in  stooping,  tin  the  cuts  becoming 
choked  with  mud  and  dust,  and  in  the  feet  of  on- 
lookers getting  in  my  way  when  making  out  the 
marks,  that  I  adopted  the 'about  three-feet-high 
rail,  with  which  it  is  a  positive  pleasure  to  work; 
The  gillies  take  the  greatest  interest  in  taking  the 
measurements,  now  that  they  have  realised  how  very 
closely  the  weight  can  be  guessed,  if  these  be  taken 
to  a  nicety.  This  nicety  can  scarcely  be  attained 
with  a  rod,  though  such  may  serve'when  better 
means  are  not  available.  The  swell  of  the  middle 
of  the  fish  and  unevenness  of  the  ground  render 
accuracy  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  The  men, 
while  kneeUng  by  a  newly-caught  fish,  as  I  insist  on 
their  continuing  to  do  till  the  fly  is  brought  back  to 
the  reel,  cannot  refrain  from  taking  the  length  with 
the  gaff -handle,  on  which  feet  and  inches  are  cut, 
but  are  often  out  by  an  inch,  an  error  which  at  48inj 
makes  a  difference  of  31b,- 
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This  base  lends  itself  so  readily  to  the  calculation 
of  the  weight  of  trout  of  from  nine  inches  to  thirty, 
that  I  cannot  but  think  that  others  long  before  me 
must  have  adopted  the  same  scale,  though  I  cannot 
recall  having  ever  met  with  such.  First,  it  avoids 
fractions  by  taking  a  whole  number  to  be  cubed  as 
a  divisor,  and  next  it  has  two  exact  equivalents  in 
a  fish  of  nine  inches  weighing  5oz.  and  one  of 
eighteen  inches  weighing  2|lb.,  in  addition  to  one 
other  very  nearly  exact,  in  a  21-inch  fish  weighing 
41b. 

With  these  four  starting  points,  little  difiicult  to 
remember,  any  angler  who  takes  an  interest  in  the 
plan  may  almost  dispen.se  with  the  table  once  he 
has  taken  the  trouble  to  understand  it.  The  grada- 
tion— I  mean  the  growing  increase  of  weight  given  by 
each  succeeding  inch — is  of  course  perfectly  regular 
and  easy  to  remember,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  fish  of 
about  one  size  are  concerned.  To  make  my  meaning 
clear,  let  us  suppose  that  the  fish  likely  to  be  caught 
are  from  IJlb.  to  41b.  Between  these  weights  the 
gradation  rises  from  4oz.  to  9oz.  per  inch,  an  average 
of  6Joz.  A  fish  of  nineteen  inches  is  landed.  You 
know  that  eighteen  inches  is  good  for  2ilb.  Adding, 
say,  7oz.  for  the  extra  inch,  you  get  21b.  15oz.,  the 


I  have  seldom  tried  it,  but  fancy  it  is  about  5  per 
cent.,  say,  l|lb.,  on  a  30-pounder. 


Inches. 

Lbs.  OZ3. 

Inches. 

Lbs. 

ozs 

9  .. 

0 

6 

20  .. 

3 

7 

10  .. 

0 

7 

21    . . 

4 

0 

11  .. 

0 

9 

22  .. 

4 

9 

12    . . 

0 

12 

23  .. 

5 

3 

13  .. 

0 

15 

24  .. 

5 

15 

14  .. 

1 

3 

25  .. 

6 

11 

15  .. 

1 

7 

26  .. 

7 

8 

16    . . 

1 

12 

27  .. 

8 

7 

17  .. 

2 

2 

28  .. 

9 

6 

18  .. 

2 

8 

29  .. 

..  10 

7 

19  .. 

2 

15 

30  .. 

..  11 

9 

[We  agree  so  thoroughly  with  Mr.  Sturdy  on  the 
necessity  of  a  uniform  system  of  taking  the  length 
of  fish  being  adopted,  that  we  reprint  a  part  of  his 
paper  on  the  subject.  At  trout  fishing  stations 
a  rail  marked  as  described  would  have  great 
interest. — Ed.] 

"  How  the  length  of  a  fish  should  be  measured 
to  assist  brain  and  eye  in  estimating  the  weight,  I 
reply  fully,  it  being  a  point  to  which  I  have  given 
much  attention  and  which  I  think  important. 


SCALE  J  ^'  =  /  FOOT 

"  It  is  deliberately  that  I  have  used  the  words 
'estimate-  and  'guess,'  because  my  system  has 
no  pretence  to  mathematical  correctness,  though  in 
the  case  of  salmon  it  is  possible  with  experience  and 
observation,  by  the  aid  of  the  table  pubhshed  more 
than  once  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  to  judge  the  weight 
even  of  a  very  big  fish  within  a  pound,  or  even 
closer,  as  some  of  my  correspondents  aver. 

"To  those  who  maintain  that  two  dimensions  must 
give  more  accuracy  than  one,  I  would  remark  that 
one  that  can  be  obtained  correctly  is  worth  more 
than  any  number  of  doubtful  ones,  also  that  similar 
solids  are  to  each  other  as  the  cubes  of  owe  of  their 
dimensions. 

"Note. — The  diagram  represents  the  first  two 
feet  of  the  scale^'J 


A  GENIUS  has  constructed  a  remarkable  lamp. 
A  glass  globe  placed  on  a  metal  stand  is  nearly 
filled  with  a  liquid  composed  of  luminous  marine 
microbes.  Two  tubes  run  from  the  globe,  and 
through  these  a  supply  of  air  is  sent  to  the  interior 
when  the  light  grows  dull,  the  effect  apparently 
being  to  revivify  the  microbes.  This  light  lasts  for 
several  weeks. 
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THE  VARIOUS  METHODS  EMPLOYED 
IN  THE  ART  OF  "  CLEAR- WATER 
WORM  FISHING." 


Anyone  who  imagines  that  the  fishing  of  "waters''' 
(that  is,  small  tributaries)  and  of  full-sized  rivers  for 
trout,  with  the  clear- water  worm,  does  not  demand  a 
considerable  amount  of  skill,  is  likely  to  be  undeceived 
when  he  first  endeavours  to  put  the  theory  of  the 
art  into  practice. 

In  some  respects,  it  is  more  difiicult  of  attainment 
than  is  ordinary  wet-fly  fishing,  and,  beyond  all 
doubt,  is  much  more  of  an  art  than  is  the  usual  run 
of  loch  fishing  with  the  artificial  fly. 

The  season  of  the  year  must  depend  to  a  certain 
extent  on  cUmatic  conditions.  Roughly  speaking, 
it  is  not  used  by  the  best  class  of  North  of  England 
or  Scots  fishermen  so  long  as  the  fly  season  is  at  its 
best — in  the  end  of  March,  April,  and  part  of  May 
— unless,  perhaps,  under  certain  exceptional  circum- 
stances; Never  before  May  should  it  bo  used  or 
even  carried  for  use,  in  my  opinion.  And  for  these 
reasons  :  The  fly  ought  to  be  the  chief  lure.  Then 
the  Stone  Fly  and  the  Creeper  (the  Stone  Fly, 
Perla  Marginata,  in  its  embryonic  stage)  come 
along  in  order.  When  the  Stone  Fly  and  the 
Creeper  are  beginning  to  get  stale  in  the  eyes  of  the 
trout,  then  it  is  quite  a  fair  thing  to  take  to  the 
clear- water  worm  as  a  lure.  To  take  to  it,  as  some 
do,  in  March  and  April  is  neither  wise  nor  sports- 
manUke.  It  is  not  wise,  because  when  the  proper 
season  for  it  comes  round  the  trout  are  already 
hook  shy,  and  the  chance  of  "  a  big  day  -'  is  greatly 
lessened.  And  it  is  unsportsmanlike  because  with 
it  lean  and  kelty  trout  are  easily  taken,  which, 
getting  the  worm  tackle  fixed  in  the  gullet,  have 
frequently  to  be  killed — trout  Avhich,  hooked  with 
a  fly,  would-be  returned,  in  all  probability,  to  the 
river. 

AVith  a  natural  lure  like  the  worm,  trout  can 
always  be  taken,  but  he  who  understands  clear- 
water  worm  fishing  will  follow  me  when  I  say  that 
there  is  no  sport  in  fishing  with  it  before  it  is  really 
in  season. 

The  exceptions  begin  in  May.  Now,  suppose  one 
of  these  fine  rivers — the  Cumberland  Eden,  Vhe 
Tweed,  the  Teviot,  or  the  Deveron  (I  could  name 
many  others) — to  be  akeady  down  to  summer  level, 
by  reason  of  a  long  drought.  Then  come  a  few 
successive  days  of  sunshine,  when  the  natural  flies 
as  they  rise  to  the  surface  take  wing,  and  fly-fishing 
becomes  almost  a  dead  letter.  If  the  water  is 
lukewarm  to  the  hand,  then  have  a  day,  or  even 
two,  of  clear-water  worm  fishing ;  but  go  back  to 
the  fly  (in  May)  as  much  as  you  can — at  any  rate, 
till  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  the  month.  There 
are  some  rivers  where  it  is  even  later  (the  Tummel, 
for  one),  but  till  June  is  fairly  in,  the  less  the  worm 
and  the  more  the  fly  is  used,  the  higher  is  the  ideal 
and  the  truer  is  the  sport.  At  all  times  and  seasons 
a  real  sportsman  wUl  drop  any  other  lure  to  put 
on  the  fly  when  the  trout  begin  to  feed  on  the 
natural  insect.  If,  as  sometimes  is  the  case,  late  in 
the  season,  they  will  not  take  the  artificial  fly,  then 
the  angler  is  compelled  to  return  to  the  clear- water 
worm.  Now  let  us  inquire,  what  is  the  best  state  of 
a  river  for  this  lure  ?  I  answer,  when  it  is  low  and 
quite  clear  ;  but  even  here  there  is  a  rule  within  a 
rule.  When  a  river  has  been  running  a  very  long 
time  low,  the  bottom  gets  foul,  and  vegetation  chokes 
up  the  streams,  so  that  one  may  have  "  too  much  of 
a  good  thing  "•  even  in  the  "  lowness  ■'  of  a  river.  A 
full  river,  per  contra,  is  not  well  suited  to  this  deUcate 
art.    Rather  a  very  low  state  of  river  than  that. 

Now,  the  next  thing  to  know  is,  where  to  fish. 
Unquestionably  the  streams  are  the  best  places  to 
fish,  and  many  good  fishermen  with  the  "  C.  W  .W."- 
never  seem  to  have  found  out  that  the  pools  also 
can  be  successfully  fished,  if  fished  only  when  they 
are  in  demand.  My  advice  is  :  At  the  beginning  of 
the  "  worm  "  season  leave  the  pools  alone  and  stick 
to  the  streams.  But  when  the  streams  get  over- 
fished and  the  trout  in  these  only  "touch"  the 
worm,  and  that  gingerly,  then  the  pools  must  be 
tried. 

Then  what  about  rod  and  tackle  ?  Well,  I  per- 
sonally prefer  an  ordinary  fly-rod  of  lift,  or  lift. 
6in.,  fished  with  one  hand,  of  course.  But  all  men 
have  not  equal  wrist  power,  and  to  those  who  have 
it  not,  a  two-handed  rod  of  13Jft.  or  14ft.  in  length 
makes  a  useful  rod.  To  this  add  an  ordinary  reel 
and  line.  A  casting-line  of  tapered  gut  of  2.1ft.  to 
3ft.  will  be  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes. 


The  beginner  will  be  wise  if  he  starts  with  some- 
what stouter  gut  at  first,  but  the  collar  for  this 
work  should  taper  down  to  3x  drawn  gut,  and  the 
same  with  the  Stewart  tackle  itself. 

For  many  years  past  I  have-  discarded  ordinary 
bUnd  hooks,  and  have  used  eyed  worm-hooks. 
And  as  useful  as  any  special  hooks  I  know,  are  the 
eyed  worm-hooks  made  by  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  of 
Kendal,  and  named  the  5- Rev.  —  Taylor's  eyed 
worm-hooks.'J 

A  couple  of  hitch  knots  are  tied  round  the  shank 
of  the  hook;  and  the  gut  is  then  passed  through  the 
eye  of  the  hook.  It  is  of  great  importance  that, 
supposing  the  hook  to  be  held  so  that  the  barbed 
portion  is  turned  upward,  not  downward,  the  gut 
should  be  passed  through  the  eye  from  below  (that 
is,  behind)  upwards  towards  the  bend.  In  this  way 
the  hooks  stand  out  free  from  the  gut,  hook  better, 
and  hold  far  better  than  if  the  gut  be  passed  in  the 
opposite  way.  They  are  generally  three  in  number. 
I  here  give  an  illustration  of  two  of  my  own  worm 
tackles.    But  remember  this,  the  size  of  the  hooks 


which  compose  our  so  -  called  Stewart's  worm 
tackles  must  be  always  suited  to  the  size  of  the 
worms  in  use  at  the  time.  I  wish  to  emphasise  this 
statement.  For  what  sense  would  there  be  in  using 
No.  1  when  you  had  none  but  rather  thick  and  fat 
worms  to  fish  with  (as  at  times  happens),  or  when 
worms,  from  being  kept  too  long  in  the  moss, 
become  starved,  and  show  very  attenuated  bodies 
indeed  ?  What  sense  would  there  be  in  using  No.  4 
then  ?  Once,  when  fishing  the  Cumberland  Eden; 
I  found  that  the  fat  flat-tailed  dew- worm  was  taken 
more  eagerly  than  my  own  smaUer  worms.  In  such 
a  case,  to  use  No.  1  hooks  is  folly.  You  would  miss 
half  the  trout,  if  not  more.  Therefore,  I  had  to  take 
to  No.  4,  a  thing  I  very  rarely  do,  but  the  moment 
I  did  so  I  began  to  kill  the  trout  quite  fast. 

One  must  be  practical  of  aU  things,  in  such  details. 
It  is  sometimes  good  poUcy  to  use  the  topmost  hook 
one  size  larger  than  the  rest,  especially  if  the  worms 
in  use  are  rather  large  in  the  head.  And,  remember 
this,  it  is  generally  good  pohcy  to  have  the  points 
of  the  hooks  exposed  and  not  pushed  into  the  body 
of  the  worm,  for  they  hook  much  more  cleverly  then. 
At  times,  however  (for  instance,  when  the  stones 
are  covered  with  a  green  sUme  during  a  long  drought), 
it  is  necessary  to  hide  the  points  of  the  hooks  thus, 
so  as  to  avoid  hooking  up  the  foulness  adhering  to 
the  submerged  stones  continually. 

Now  for  the  worm  itself.  I  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  experience  in  "  C.  W.  W."  fishing,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  afiSrming  that  there 
are  two  varieties  which  stand  at  the  very  top  of  the 
list.  I  mean  the  black-headed  (sometimes  called 
the  blue-headed)  worm,  and  next  to  this  the  moss 
worm.  But  neither  of  these  are  fit  for  use  till  they 
are  properly  cleansed,  and  toughened  by  being  kept 
in  a  box  or  jar  of  clean,  well-picked  moss,  changed 
from  time  to  time.  When  they  are  in  condition, 
the  bodies  are  all  but  free  from  slime,  and  are  firm, 
and  their  tails  are  quite  pink,  and  attractive  therefore. 
These  two  varieties  are  not  only  the  most  greedily 
taken  by  the  trout  as  a  rule,  but  are  tough  and  last 
longer  than  the  others.  In  but  few  cases  are  very 
large,  fat  worms  of  any  use,  and  should  be  thrown 
aside.  The  smallest  worms  are  to  be  chosen  for  the 
angler's  most  delicate  and  difiicult  work.   The  size 


of  a  quill  is  the  largest  worm  I  recommend  for 
ordinary  use.  The  case  I  have  mentioned  was 
quite  unusual  even  on  the  Cumberland  Eden,  and 
served  to  show  that  odd  and  out-of-the-way  little 
events  come  to  the  observant,  in  almost  all  kinds  of 
fishing. 

Having  baited  your  worm-tackle,  the  head  being 
impaled  first,  on  the  topmost  hook,  then  proceed  to 
fish.  But  before  doing  so,  may  I  touch  upon  the 
often-discussed  question  of  a  shot  or  other  sinker — 
or  none.  Here,  again,  one  must  be  practical  In 
shallow  water,  especially  in  small  tributary  streams 
of  small  volume,  no  sinker  is  needed,  as  a  rule ; 
but  in  any  large  river,  with  deep  and  rapid  streams, 
a  small  shot  is,  in  my  opinion,  often  a  necessity. 
And  when  a  strong  wind  is  blowing  down  stream, 
even  the  most  experienced  worm-fisher  will  find 
that  one  No.  6  shot  is  none  too  much  to  prevent 
his  line  being  hurried  down  stream  all  too  quickly 
for  successful  fishing.  A  little  experience  will  soon 
drive  the  truth  of  this  assertion  home. 

Commence  by  wading  in  at  the  bottom  of  a 
stream,  fishing  from  the  thin  side  for  choice,  and,' 
using  a  short  line,  fish  upstream  all  the  likely  places, 
always  fishing  "  the  thin '-'  on  your  own  side  first,  for 
here  the  largest  trout  are  frequently  found  prowling 
about  in  summer  after  minnows,  creepers,  etc.  It 
would  take  far  too  much  space  to  enter  into  details 
in  a  paper  Uke  this  concerning  the  many  and  various 
"  Ues'-  of  the  trout  when  fishing  with  the  "  C.  W.  W.'J 
The  trout  themselves  will  soon  teach  the  tyro,  who 
must  try  every  likely  place  at  first. 

One  thing  I  must  urge.  He  must  not  stand  still 
for  long,  at  any  one  place,  or  he  will  never  succeed. 
This  is  a  rule  which  appUes  most  strongly  to  the 
smaller  tributary  streams,  for  in  a  large  river  like 
the  Tweed  in  its  lower  reaches,  a  broad  but  rather 
thin  stream  cannot  be  fished  hurriedly  and  at  the 
same  time  thoroughly.  Indeed,  when  I  come  to 
think  of  it,  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  hard  and  fast 
rule,  afike  appUcable  to  large  rivers  and  to  their 
lesser  tributary  streams.  The  general  idea,  however, 
is  to  fish  a  small  tributary  more  or  less  rapidly,  and 
to  fish  a  large  river  according  to  the  present  volume 
of  the  water.  In  any  case,  keep  moving — not 
standing  still.  In  a  large  river  it  may  mean  moving 
from  one  sidf  to  the  other,  as  in  some  glorious  and 
shaUow  "  hang ''  full  of  trout,  and  so  back  again, 
each  time  advancing  further  up  stream.  In  this 
way  you  fish  it  thoroughly.  Indeed,  I  used  to  say 
that  I  would  forgive  the  man  who  would  come 
behind  me  on  the  same  day  and  wipe  my  eye.  Nor 
could  I  ever  dream  of  following  any  friend  who  knew 
how  to  fish  the  "  C.  W.  W.  -'■  And  this  is  especially 
the  case  if  the  river  (even  a  large  one)  is  abnormally 
low  in  volume. 

The  usual  method  is  to  throw  the  lure  up  stream 
and  to  lower  the  point  of  the  rod,  so  that  when  the  worm 
touches  the  water  the  rod  and  tackle  are  as  nearly 
as  possible  in  an  imbroken  fine,  pointing  up  stream, 
of  course.  The  reason  for  this  is  obvious.  You 
must  remember  that  the  stream  is  flowing  towards 
you  as  you  wade  in  the  water.  Now,  you  command 
your  fine  from  the  very  first  moment,  and  you  have 
also  got  command  of  your  bait  till  your  rod  can  be 
raised  (  no  higher.  Then  withdraw  the  Une,  and 
repeat  the  cast,  always  moving  one  step  at  each 
fresh  cast — more  if  need  be.  By  degrees  you  will 
arrive  at  the  throat  of  the  stream,  which  is  generally 
rapid  and  deep.  Here  you  fish  the  eddies  at  either 
side  first,  and  then  the  central  current  itself.  I 
always  use  a  shot  on  my  fine  when  fishing  such 
places,  for  it  otherwise  is  hurried  away,  and  many 
a  large  trout  is  thus  missed  in  a  day's  fishing. 

The  worm-fisher  has  often  to  contend  with  a  t\  ind 
blowing  down  stream,  and  this  adds  greatly  to  his 
difficulties.  In  fact,  if  he  is  fishing  a  rapid  stream 
upwards  with  half  a  gale  of  wind  pursuing  the  same 
course  as  the  stream  itself,  he  has  got  his  work  cut 
out  to  fish  it  at  all  weU,  and  who  but  a  mere  theorist 
would  argue  against  the  use  of  a  sinker  in  such  a 
case  as  this  ?  An  excellent  substitute  for  a  shot 
(and  which  I  myself  prefer)  is  a  swivel.  Lead- wire, 
too,  is  very  handy,  and  can  be  cut  into  lengths, 
pinched  on,  and  removed  at  wiU. 

Again,  I  say,  one  must  fish  with  judgment.  On  a 
calm  day,  or  one  with  a  gentle  breeze  blowing,  the 
use  of  a  shot  (or  lead-wire)  should  be  confined  to 
such  places  as  I  have  tried  to  indicate,  for  thee 
"  prettiest  -'-  sport  is  usuaUy  got  in  moderately  thin 
stretches  of  water  where  a  sinker  is  not  even  to  be 
thought  of,  and  where  the  smallest  worms  are  used, 
as  well  as  the  finest  gut  collar. 

When  the  streams  in  a  given  river  arc  well 
thrashed  with  the     C.  W.  W.'4  some  good  work 
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may  be  occasionally  done  by  spinning  the  worm 
across  the  shallow  streams.  The  trout  make  a  dash 
at  it,  and  are  hooked  by  the  Stewart  tackle  before 
they  have  had  time  to  examine  the  lure.  I  recom- 
mend this  method  to  those  who  have  never  tried  it, 
but  only  when  streams  have  got  "  fished  to  death  " 
by  the  usual  methods.  In  this,  the  first  serious 
consideration  is  so  to  bait  the  Stewart  tackle  that 
the  worm  spins  rapidly.  The  smallest  swivel  of 
blued  steel  manufactured  (size  No.  12)  is  the  best, 
and  for  this  work  I  use  two,  one  being  placed  about 
a  foot  above  the  worm.  The  swivels  themselves 
should  be  oiled  or  greased  till  they  spin  without 
any  effort.  The  worm  should  simply  be  switched 
up  and  across,  and,  the  point  of  the  rod  being  held 
quite  close  to  the  water,  two  or  thi-ee  "draws"  only 
should  be  given,  and  the  return  throw  delivered  at 
each  new  step  as  the  fisherman  makes  his  way 
up  stream. 

It  does  not  always  come  off,  but  it  is  a  very 
valuable  "  tip "  to  hold  in  reserve,  and  used 
whenever  the  trout  begin  to  give  the  worm  "  a  shy 
knock,"  and  the  basket  of  the  fisherman  is  becoming 
daily  hghter. 

Again,  when  tcout  are  rising  in  the  pools,  some 
very  delightful  fishing  can  be  got  at  times.  I 
always  feel  inclined  to  speak  of  this  as  "  fly  fishing 
with  the  '  C.  W.  W.'  "  Tiny  worms  must  be  used 
here,  small-sized  hooks  (No.  1),  and  of  course  fine 
drawn  gut.  If  the  worms  are  very  short  as  well  as 
of  small  calibre,  a  Stewart  tackle  of  two  hooks  will 
be  ample,  and  is  indeed  better  than  one  with  three 
hooks  then. 

It  is  well  to  net  the  trout  in  the  river,  when  you 
are  wading,  as  it  disturbs  a  place  greatly  to  wade 
ashore  ■with  each  good-sized  trout ;  but  at  times  a 
large  and  vigorous  trout  will  compel  the  angler  to 
break  such  rules.  When  trout  are  no  longer  taking 
the  worm  in  the  streams  well,  something  must  be 
done  then ;  so  one  tries  the  pools. 

Now  for  an  imaginary  but  typical  case.  A 
broad  pool  which  can  be  waded  from  one  side,  but 
which  deepens  towards  the  further  shore.  You  enter 
the  water,  wading  with  the  greatest  possible  caution, 
so  as  not  to  send  a  tell-tale  wave  before  you.  A 
few  trout  are  "popping  up"-  at  the  fly,  one  here  and 
one  there,  and  a  gentle  breeze  meets  the  river's 
current.  Baiting  your  hook  and  using  a  line  that 
you  can  command  easily,  you  single  out  a  good- 
sized  rising  trout,  and  go  for  him.  Don't  take  him 
too  cheap,  whatever  you  do.  Flick  your  worm 
(with  a  side  switch,  if  possible)  so  that  it  ahghts 
very  softly  just  behind  and  sHghtly  to  one  side  of 
the  trout's  tail.  If  he  turns  right  about  face,  and 
you  manage  your  hne  with  skiU,  and  keep  cool,  the 
chances  are  that  he  will  take  the  worm  well.  If, 
however,  he  seems  not  to  notice  it,  then  let  your  next 
cast  be  directed  at  his  side,  about  six  or  eight 
inches  from  the  fish.  If  he  still  remains  passive, 
the  worm  must  then  be  thrown  in  front  of  his 
"  neb,"  but  never  should  this  be  done  till  he  has 
been  fished  for  as  I  have  now  explained,  since  the 
trout's  suspicions  are  liable  to  be  aroused  by  seeing 
the  worm  dropped  almost  into  his  mouth,  whereas, 
if  he  first  sees  it  with  "  the  tail  of  his  eye  "  behind 
him,  he  is  in  such  a  hurry  to  turn  round  and  secure 
it  that  his  fate  is  sealed  ere  suspicion  has  had  time 
to  awake. 

Seldom  is  a  very  large  basket  of  trout  made  in 
this  way,  but  the  man  who  does  not  find  it  a 
dehghtful  method  of  worm  fishing  is  lacking  in  the 
instincts  of  a  sportsman.  I  omitted  to  say  that  a 
.sinker  here  had  better  be  dispensed  with,  the  only 
allowable  thing  in  that  way  being  one  No.  12  swivel, 
which  causes  the  worm  to  perform  one  or  two 
revolutions,  and  thus  gives  it  an  appearance  of  life. 
If  the  breeze  is  at  all  considerable,  a  tiny  swivel  is 
well  worth  a  trial,  but  it  should  not  be  used  in  a 
2ephyr,  still  less  in  a  dead  calm. 

Where  the  trout  are  not  rising  at  the  natural  fly, 
it  is  of  little  use  to  fish  the  still  pools  in  this  way, 
unless  you  mark  down  a  trout  hovering  near  the 
urface,  or,  again,  observe  a  roving  trout  prowling 
I  l)Out  the  thin  side  of  the  pool  just  above  you ;  and 
-ither  of  these  fish  you  may  circumvent  if  you  go 
about  it  with  skill  and  address. 

It  is  worth  the  effort,  and  I  hold  that  one  fish 
which  requires  more  than  ordinary  skill  to  outwit 
it  is  worth  several  taken  in  the  usual  way  with  the 
clear-watci'  worm.  By  the  way,  I  may  as  well 
mention  that  of  all  modes  of  carrying  worms  when 
fishing  I  prefer  a  worm-bag  made  of  coloured 
flannel,  but  without  a  running  cord  or  tape  around  the 
mouth  of  the  bag.  I^et  a  tape  of,  say,  eight  or  ten 
inches  bo  sewed  firmly  to  the  worm-bag  by  the 


middle  of  the  tape,  but,  say,  half  an  inch  from  the 
very  top  of  the  bag.  The  loose  ends  can  then  be 
tied  round  the  bag  at  the  close  of  the  day.  I  used 
to  have  a  loop  of  narrow  tape  as  well,  the  which  loop 
I  passed  over  a  handy  button  on  my  fishing  coat. 
Alas  !  one  day,  on  the  Deveron,  while  I  was  doing 
big  things,  the  loop  had  slipped  over  the  button, 
"  and  I  was  left  lamenting. "- 

Since  that  day  I  pass  one  of  the  loose  ends  of  the 
tape  through  a  button-hole  and  tie  it  firmly.  In 
this  way  I  am  no  longer  Uable  to  such  accidents. 
The  mouth  of  the  bag  should  never  be  furnished 
with  a  running  string  or  tape,  which  necessitates 
reopening  the  bag  so  frequently.  And  the  bag 
should  be  wide  enough  to  admit  the  hand  quite 
easily. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  explain  anything  omitted  or 
badly  expressed  to  anyone  who  embodies  his 
question  in  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  this  paper. 

E.  M.  Tod. 


FISHING  QUARTEES  FOE  LOVELY 
SCENEEY  AND  TEOUT. 

Theee  nestles  under  the  western  side  of  Ingleboro', 
at  the  junction  of  two  rocky  mountain  glens,  the 
little  town  of  Ingleton,  now  famous  in  the  north  for 
its  scenery,  which  is  unsurpassed  even  by  Dovedale, 
and  may  well  be  termed  a  miniature  Switzerland. 

Speight  says,  in  "  Graven  and  North-West  York- 
shire Highlands,"  in  reference  to  Ingleton  :  "  It  is 
one  of  those  places  which  an  enlightened  and 
observant  traveller,  like  the  poet  Byron,  who  has 
seen  the  Alps  and  other  grand  climaterics  of  con- 
tinental scenery,  may  visit  again  and  again  with  no 
misgivings  of  reviving  interest  or  of  detriment  to 
the  recollection  of  greater  scenes. 

"  Excepting,  perhaps,  the  noble  scenery  of  Devil's 
Bridge,  near  Aberystwith,  I  know  of  no  place  in 
this  kingdom  where  mountain,  forest  and  water  are 
more  sublimely  or  effectively  combined  than  in  the 
two  glens  formed  by  the  streams  of  the  Twiss  or 
Doe  and  Greta. "- 

A  company  has  taken  the  two  valleys  and  opened 
it  out  into  a  lovely  walk,  up  one  glen  and  down  the 
other,  comprising  in  all  about  five  miles.  The 
views  about  here  are  the  popular  ones,  but  the 
lovely  bits  for  fly,  upstream  worm,  or  minnow  are 
too  numerous  and  rather  more  off  the  paths  to  be 
generally  seen  by  the  passer-by  not  interested  in 
fishing. 

The  Ingleton  Association  have  stocked  the  water 
"  freely  and  at  length,"  and  for  gameness  the  trout 
are  splendid,  having  so  much  exercise  at  times, 
from  the  great  fall  there  is  in  all  the  water.  Poaching 
is  not  popular,  and  there  are  so  many  amateur 
watchers  that  the  bailiffs'  work  is  much  assisted  by 
the  natives.  Day  tickets  at  Is.  and  yearly  tickets 
at  5s.  are  issued  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  S.  Worthington, 
Wheatsheaf  Hotel,  Ingleton,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Goates, 
Punch  Bowl  Inn,  Burton-in-Lonsdale. 

The  preserved  water  extends  from  Burton-in- 
Lonsdale  (the  Greta)  upstream  to  Ingleton,  three 
miles,  where  unite  the  Twiss  and  the  Doe  at  the 
bottom  of  the  two  lovely  glens  mentioned  above, 
the  left  hand  one  extending  to  Braidey  Garth,  its 
source,  two  miles  higher  up,  above  Thornton  Force, 
and  the  right-hand  stream  up  to  Ghapel-le-Dale, 
which  is  all  association  water,  save  the  last  mile, 
which  is  private  water. 

Up  this  latter  stream,  above  the  waterfalls,  is 
about  a  mile  of  flattish  water,  with  mossy  boulders 
and  beautiful  trout — half-pounders  are  no  rare 
thing,  and  the  writer  some  years  ago,  fishing  there, 
began  with  three  fish  weighing  together  over  21b. 
The  record  is  lost,  alas  !  but  after  deducting  all  the 
stretching  that  anglers  give  to  their  facts,  quite  91b. 
of  fish  were  brought  home  from  that  mile  and  a  field 
of  the  preserved  bit  above,  with  the  Alder,  and, 
strange  to  say,  it  has  never  done  well  for  him  since 
up  there.  Fish  of  l|lb.  are  taken  every  year,  and 
one  reigns  supreme  well  over  21b.,  that  can  shake 
the  fly  out  in  a  most  marvellous  manner,  and  has 
not  turned  his  toes  Up  yet,  I  heard  only  last  week. 
Short,  thick,  and  golden,  good  to  rise  when  grouse 
are  faUing,  and  on  till  the  pheasants  cry  "  Moritiiri 
te  salutarU.'' 

Hackle  flies  on  No.  2  hooks  are  best,  No.  3  when 
the  water  is  thinning,  of  course,  and  before  that, 
phenomenal  baskets  are  made  with  worm  by  the 
old  locals.  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  not  blue,  light 
Moorpoult,  and  yellow,  Grey  bird  (Knott),  and 
yellow,  orange,  and  purple,  and  the  Woodcocks,  I 


also  Red  Partridge  cannot  be  beaten,  with  the  good 
old  Rod  Spinner  in  haytime,  both  winged  and 
hackled.  For  Sept<;mber,  Dark  Snipe,  or  Greybird, 
Light  Moorpoult  and  Brown  Woodowl  should  do 
well.  "  T'  watteren  "  is  a  favourite,  but  the  writer  has 
not  found  it  so  good  of  late,  though  one  day  it  killed 
well  in  Bela,  in  the  Dallam  Tower  water,  dressed 
with  green.  In  giving  flies  for  localities,  the  general 
run  of  them  is  aimed  at.  All  anglers  have  their 
ideas  as  to  changing  flies  when  trout  are  quiet,  but 
the  above  will  suffice,  if  a  yellower  tinge  be  included, 
by  adding  the  Dotterel  or  underside  Starling.  iSugges- 
tions  these  are.  Let  those  who  will  be  clever  and 
get  a  good  dish  with  a  Yellow  Dun  dry — now  is  the 
time,  and  whatsoever  lure  they  like  to  employ. 
Clear- water  worm  hath  lost  its  charm  to  these  hands, 
though  not  to  the  fish,  and  a  smaller  basket  with 
fly  is  more  appreciated. 

Where  am  I  ?  Oh,  yes  ;  at  Ingleton,  a  place 
that  can  be  reached  via  Clapham  on  the  Midland, 
between  Leeds  and  Carnforth,  or  via  Lowgill,  on  the 
L.  &  N.W.  Railway,  the  next  station  south  of 
Tebay,  between  Carlisle  and  Lancaster.  The  fares 
from  Lancaster  via  Lowgill,  L.  &  N.W.  Railway,  to 
Ingleton,  are  4s.  lid.  first ;  2s.  7d.,  second  ;  2s.  4d., 
third.  Via  Glapham,  Midland,  from  Lancaster, 
they  are,  first  class,  3s.,  and  third  class.  Is.  6d. 

There  are  cheap  tickets  issued  now  to  Ingleton  all 
the  year  round,  as  it  is  such  a  resort  for  visitors. 
Whether  they  fish  much  is  uncertain,  but  the  head 
of  fish  is  good,  and  the  average  quite  4oz.,  to  the  man 
who  fishes  neither  with  small  nor  great,  but  only  with 
decent  sizeable  fish. 

This  season  trout  have  been  long  in  getting  into 
condition,  and  have  been  faint-hearted,  due,  we 
think,  to  the  huge  floods  of  last  year  making  such 
alterations  in  the  river  beds. 

There  are  lots  of  "  apartments  "  cards  to  be  seen, 
in  the  town,  but  the  accommodation  to  be  had  at 
either  the  Ingleboro',  proprietor,  Mr.  Wm.  Fisher, 
or  the  Bridge  Hotel,  quite  lately  done  up  and 
altered,  and  still  more  bedrooms  to  be  added,  is  all 
that  can  be  desired. 

The  Ingleboro'  is  in  the  centre  of  Ingleton,  about 
three  minutes'  walk  from  the  station,  and  quite 
close  to  the  post  office,  chemist's,  and,  in  fact,  all 
shops,  and  in  five  minutes'  walk  a  line  can  be  laid 
on  either  of  the  branch  streams  or  the  main 
Greta,  where  they  have  united.  This  is  the  largest 
hotel  in  the  place,  and  of  course  has  bath-rooms, 
etc.  The  charges  are  from  6s.  a  day,  and  no  doubt 
7s.  would  procure  an  exceUent  bedroom.  Board 
and  apartments  per  week,  two  guineas  ;  and  there 
is  a  special  week-end  quotation  for  from  Saturday 
tea  to  Monday  breakfast  inclusive  from  los.  Excel- 
lent stabling  and  posting  and  accommodation  for 
cars. 

The  Bridge  Hotel,  proprietor,  Mr.  Charles  Ren- 
shaw,  is  still  nearer  the  river,  and  a  fly  cast  by 
Enright  would  hit  the  water  from  the  door  with 
any  luck.  The  main  river — that  is,  Greta  proper — 
flows  down  as  before  stated  to  Burton-in-Lonsdale 
from  the  Bridge,  which  gives  name  to  the  hotel,  and 
up  to  the  next  bridge  above  is  a  very  hkely  bit, 
above  which  are  the  two  branches.  The  terms  here 
are  most  moderate — from  5s.  to  7s.  6d.  per  day,  as 
you  wiU,  and  the  best  of  everything  at  that.  A  new 
dining-room  has  been  added ;  bath-room,  etc.,  also 
new,  upstairs. 

The  station  is  about  six  minutes"  walk  away,  and 
ten  minutes  by  rail  takes  one  to  Clapham,  on 
Wenning  dividing  above  into  Clapham  and 
Austwick  Becks.  The  caves  there  are  wonderful, 
and  four  miles,  or  less,  across  the  foot  of  Ingleboro 
brings  one  back  to  Ingleton  again.  Seven  miles 
from  Ingleton  is  the  pretty  town  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale, 
with  its  view  from  the  brow  through  the  churchyard 
of  the  river  Lune,  spoken  of  by  Ruskin  as  one  of 
the  fairest  spots  on  God's  earth. 

Six  miles  from  Ingleton,  on  the  Hawes  road,  past 
Chapel-le-Dale  (where  Weathercote  Cave  is  well 
worthy  of  a  visit)  is  Gearstones,  the  top  reach  of  the 
RibWe  ;  very  good  trouting  water  indeed  late  on, 
but  in  the  hands  of  the  jManchester  Association,  and 
influence  is  necessary  to  get  tickets  from  landowners 
or  members  for  a  day.    No  minnow  allowed  there  ! 

Ingleton  is  four  miles  from  Bentham  also  by  road. 
This  place  is  situated  on  the  Wenning,  and  from 
here  upstream  to  Clapham  there  is  very  nice  fishing 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Bentham  and  Clapham 
Association.  Season  tickets,  5s.,  day  tickets.  Is., 
and  well  worth  it. 

Bentham  is  on  the  Midland  Railway,  the  next 
station  to  Clapham.  Fares,  Is.  lOd.,  first ;  Is.  lid., 
third,  from  Lancaster.    From  Leeds,  6s.  9d.  and 
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33.  lljd.  The  station  is  close  to  the  river,  but 
Glapham  Station  is  likewise  right  on  the  water,  and 
the  Flying  Horse  Shoe  Hotel  is  adj  oining  ;  proprietor 
Mr.  H.  Goates,  who  has  the  privilege  of  giving  leave 
on  the  water  above  the  station  to  visitors.  The  terms 
are  7s.  6d.  per  day,  and  everything  is  most  com- 
fortable, the  hotel  standing  of!  the  road  in  its  own 
grounds.  It  is  forty-five  minutes  from  Skipton  and 
Lancaster.  Mr.  Coates  is  the  lessee  of  the  famous 
Clapham  Caves,  the  extent  of  the  latest  discoveries 
therein  being  one  thousand  yards. 

There  is  no  coarse  fishing  anywhere  near,  and 
mort  do  not  get  up  above  Bentham,  on  Wenning,  or 
Burton-in-Lonsdale,  on  Greta.  Rod  licences  for 
trout  have  to  be  taken  out,  2s.  6d.  covering  all 
tributaries  of  the  Lune. 

Below  Bentham,  Wenning  is  more  or  less  private, 
though  some  leave  may  be  got  near  Hornby  by 
staying  at  the  Castle  Hotel  there,  proprietor,  Mr. 
W.  R.  Yates,  of  wrestling  fame.  They  have  two 
single  and  one  double  bedded  rooms  and  sitting- 
room.  Terms  inclusive,  6s.  6d.  per  day.  Permission 
to  fish  the  Lune  in  the  Hornby  Castle  water  can  be 
obtained  by  applying  to  the  estate  agent,  Mr. 
Jowett,  Hornby  Castle,  and  staying  at  the  Castle 
Hotel.  In  October  there  should  be  plenty  of 
salmon  up,  the  nets  being  then  well  off,  but  per- 
mission and  rooms  should  be  obtained  well  in 
advance.  The  salmon  run  heavy,  Vickers,  the 
keeper  at  Thurland  Castle,  above,  getting  twenty- 
one  last  season,  the  average  being  over  201b.  The 
Hornby  Castle  water  extends  up  above  Arkholme. 
From  there  up  to  Whittington  it  is  strictly 
preserved.  On  one  side,  the  left,  above  the  Whit- 
tington Hall  water,  Bramfield,  the  Underley  Hall 
water  commences,  and  extends  over  four  miles  as 
the  crow  flies,  with  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
restriction,  just  in  front  of  Underley  Hall.  On  the 
other  bank,  from  Kirkby  Londsale  Bridge,  nearly 
three  and  a  half  miles,  with  the  same  reservation,  is 
Underley  water.  All  this  can  be  fished  for  2s.  6d. 
for  trout,  and  5s.  for  salmon,  the  salmon  Hcence 
above  Kirkby  Lonsdale  Bridge  being  only  10s.  ; 
below  the  bridge,  £1.  There  are  two  pools  below 
the  bridge  that  can  be  fished  by  staying  at  the  little 
inn  named  Whoop  HaU,  five  minutes'  walk  from 
Kirkby  Lonsdale  Station  on  the  Ingleton  branch  of 
the  L.  &N.W.  Railway.  Mrs.  Garr  is  the  proprietress, 
and  though  only  possessing  three  bedrooms  and  one 
sitting-room,  it  is  spotless,  and  not  more  than  fifteen 
minutes'  walk  from  the  river  and  five  from  the 
station.    Terms,  from  5s.  per  day. 

There  is  a  very  good  beck  half  an  hour's  walk 
away.  Leek  Beck,  another  tributary  of  the  Lune, 
which  is  preserved,  but  day  tickets  may  be  had  at 
2s.  6d.  or  10s.  for  the  season,  and,  hke  the  upper 
waters  at  Ingleton,  trout  are  caught  right  up  to 
the  rock,  from  under  wliich  it  comes  out  of  the 
earth.  At  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  five  minutes'  walk 
from  the  river,  is  the  Royal  Hotel,  excellent  in  every 
respect,  Mr.  J.  Wilman,  the  proprietor,  knowing 
how  to  do  things  as  they  should  be  done,  and 
keeping  a  stable  second  to  none  in  the  United 
Kingdom.    Terms  8s.  6d.,  per  day. 

The  George  and  Dragon,  at  Casterton,  is  a  very 
nice  little  country  inn,  and  very  often  frequented 
by  the  same  anglers,  an  excellent  testimonial  for 
Mr.  Knowles.  It  is  half-way  between  Barbon  and 
Kirkby  Lonsdale  stations  and  opposite  Underley, 
and  so  not  quite  on  the  water,  but  twenty-five 
minutes'  walk  either  way,  upstream  or  down,  should 
find  good  water. 

Above  the  Underley  stretch  comes  the  Rigmaden 
beat.  This  is  very  good  also,  and  £1  per  day,  or 
£20  per  season  per  rod,  gives  the  right  to  fish  the 
Lune  for  salmon  and  trout,  and  Wyndham-mere,  a 
lake  of  twenty-seven  acres,  into  which  8600  rainbows 
were  turned  in,  weighing  from  lib.  to  41b.,  and  the 
limitation  on  it  is  six  fish  only  to  be  kept  per  rod 
per  day.  It  is  four  and  a  half  miles  from  Kirkby 
Lonsdale,  and  now  is  the  time  to  go  for  them  ;  this 
extends  for  rainbows  till  Christmas,  salmon  and 
trout  being  closed  on  Nov.  1  and  Oct.  1  respectively, 
of  course.  The  last  take  the  writer  heard  of  from 
Wyndhammere  a  fortnight  ago  for  one  rod  was 
eleven  fish  weighing  331b.,  and  many  more  were 
returned  of  course. 

The  upper  reaches  of  the  Lune  above  Sedbergh 
are  not  so  strictly  preserved,  and  we  only  wish 
another  water  bailiff  could  be  put  on  by  the  Fishery 
lioard.  It  was  mentioned  last  week  at  an  otter 
hunt  that  a  man  up  there  had  taken  twenty  summer 
salmon  this  season,  and  were  this  sort  of  thing 
stopped  in  the  upper  reaches,  Lune  would  have  a 
good  run  of  grilse  in  spite  of  the  nets. 


SPANISH  OYSTERS. 


The  following  has  been  received  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries :  — 

Extract  from  Official  Gazette,  Madrid, 
August  7.   (Royal  Order.) 

"  With  reference  to  the  Royal  Order  from  your 
department  dated  the  13th  of  July  last,  forwarding 
the  petition  from  the  Mayor  of  Barcelona  regarding 
the  importation  of  and  sale  of  shellfish  from 
abroad. 

"  As  the  Article  9  of  the  regulations  of  the 
18th  of  January,  1876,  definitely  forbids  the 
fishing  or  sale  of  oysters  and  other  shellfish  from 
the  1st  of  May  to  the  1st  of  October,  in  order  to 
protect  the  increase  and  improvement  of  the 
fish. 

"As  the  Royal  Order  of  the  18th  of  July,  1889, 
from  this  Ministry,  extended  this  prohibition  to 
the  importation  and  sale  of  oysters  from  abroad, 
which  order  was  dictated  in  accordance  with  a 
report  issued  by  the  Board  of  Health,  stating  that 
between  the  1st  of  May  and  the  1st  of  October  the 
said  mollusc  is  in  a  dirty  and  spawning  condition, 
making  the  fiesh  difficult  to  digest,  and  producing 
sometimes  severe  effects  on  the  health. 

"  His  Majesty  the  King  has  been  pleased  to 
order  that  the  regulations  dictated  on  the  18th  of 
July,  1889,  shall  be  ratified  in  every  way,  and  that 
it  shall  be  definitely  declared  unlawful  to  fish  for 
or  sell  native  oysters  or  to  import  or  sell  those 
from  other  countries,  between  the  1st  of  May  and 
the  1st  of  October  of  each  year. 

"Royal  Order,  August  4th,  1904,  Madrid.'.! 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SCOTCH  SALMON 
NETTING  SEASON. 


The  Tay  district,  the  first  to  open,  is  also  the 
first  of  the  salmon  netting  districts  to  be  closed 
down.  Its  legal  time  expired  on  Aug.  21, 
when  the  nets  were  Ufted  for  the  last  time 
this  year,  and  the  season's  bag  made  up.  The 
bulk  of  Scotch  waters,  some  eighty  odd  districts, 
did  not  close  till  Aug.  26,  and  a  few,  chiefly  Solway 
and  west  coast  insular  districts,  as  also  the  Ythan 
and  Ugie  in  Aberdeenshire,  do  not  close  till 
Sept.  10,  while  the  mighty  Tweed  system  runs  its 
course  till  the  15th  of  that  month,  and  is  the  last 
of  the  netting  districts  to  close  down. 

The  salmon  season  has  been,  on  the  'whole,  a 
good  average  one.  As  usual,  some  districts  have 
fished  better  than  others,  and  the  east  coast  has 
far  exceeded  the  north  and  west  in  average  results. 

The  coast  stations  have  fished  better  than  the 
river  nettings  on  aocount  of  the  extreme  drought ; 
the  grilse  season  on  the  latter  being  pretty  much 
of  a  dead  failrure. 

The  quahty  of  the  fish  has  been  excellent  through- 
out, and  a  good  many  heavy  ones  have  graced  the 
market  slabs,  the  heaviest  as  yet  being  one  got  by 
the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board,  scahng  581b. 

Now  that  the  nets  are  off,  and  the  rivers  and 
streams  running  in  fair  volume,  a  good  start  will 
be  made  with  the  back-end  anghng  season,  and 
from  the  keen  demand  for  waters,  and  the  number 
of  rods  forward,  this  autumn  is  hkely  to  be  the 
busiest  seen  for  some  years.  Steady  waters  are 
needed  for  good  sport,  and  if  these  could  be 
guaranteed,  anglers  would  have  httle  cause  for 
grumbling  over  a  blank  season. 

The  abundance  of  sea-trout  this  season  is,  com- 
parativel}'  speaking,  quite  phenomenaL  That  they 
are  too  plentiful  is  by  no  means  the  case,  but  their 
growing  scarcity  for  many  seasons  in  succession 
makes  their  reappearance  in  something  hke  their 
old  numbers  all  the  more  pleasing  and  gratifying. 
They  have  not  made  much  appearance  in  the  rivers 
as  yet,  but  they  have  been  got  in  goodly  numbers 
in  the  nets,  and  in  weights  ranging  up  to  three  and 
four  pound.  Along  with  the  sea-trout  there  is  a 
run  of  finnock,  the  grilse  of  the  sea-trout.  They 
range  from  the  half-pounder  to  the  pound  fish,  the 
average,  however,  being  nearer  the  ten  ounce  than 
the  sixteen.  As  yet  many  good  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  waters  around  the  coast  are  open,  and  free  to 
the  tourist  angler,  or  may  be  fished  for  a  modest 
sum,  which  covers  the  whole  season,  and  September 
is  usually  the  best  month,  along  with  the  first  half 
of  October,  and  although  the  migration  may  not 
be  strong  at  first,  every  tide  brings  a  fresh  school 


of  fish  from  the  sea  to  augment  the  gradually 
increasing  stock. 

Those  who  cannot  command  the  more  expensive 
salmon  waters,  and  even  those  who  can,  but  whose 
waters  may  not  be  in  trim  till  the  very  close  of  the 
back-end,  find  a  special  delight  in  the  sea-trout 
and  finnock  angUng.  There  is  always  a  certainty 
of  some  sport,  and  scarcely  a  season  passes  but 
records  are  broken  and  phenomenal  baskets  made. 
In  the  spring  these  fish  may  be,  and  often  are,  of 
questionable  quahty,  but  the  familiar  taunt  of 
"keif'  cannot  be  thrown  in  the  teeth  of  the 
September  angler  creeling  his  ten,  twelve,  or 
sixteen  fish  per  tide,  and  that]  all  to  the  fly. 
There  are  special  finnock  and  sea-trout  lures  in 
almost  every  locality,  but  the  ordinary  trout  flies 
used  in  very  early  spring  answer  exceedingly  well 
in  late  autumn.  To  these  may  bo  added  the  Devon, 
the  tube,  the  sand-eel,  and  the  local  fancies  whose 
name  is  legion.  G.  M. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Gbnebal  Bbmabks. — The  river  is  very 
slack,  there  being  scarcely  any  streann.  But  de- 
spite this  fact  there  have  been  here  and  there  fair 
takes  of  fish.  At  Twickenham,  clients  of  Spong 
have  been  doing  well  amongst  roach  and  bream, 
and  Mr.  Redding  has  had  bream  in  the  Deeps.  At 
Teddington  the  barbel  fishing  so  far  this  season  has 
proved  a  failure,  but  the  roaching  is  improving  at 
Kingston.  Mr.  Stenning  has  had  a  bream  of 
41b.  lOoz.  from  the  Tea  Gardens  Swim  (baited  by 
Bert  Wells,  the  professional),  and  other  anglers  have 
done  well  there,  Mr.  A.  Hart  winning  the  K.  P.  S. 
bream  competition  with  a  fish  of  21b.  14oz.  from 
the  same  spot.  Mr.  B.  Pope  won  the  second  prize 
with  a  fish  of  2  Jib.  from  Surbiton — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Twickenham). — The  river  here  is  in  very 

good  condition.  Roach,  dace,  and  bream  are  feed- 
ing well.  R.  Spong  has  been  having  some  good 
takes  ;  to-day  (Tuesday,  Aug.  23)  he  had  a  run  with 
a  nice  trout  about  31b.,  but  lost  it  imder  the  punt. 
T.  Auger  has  been  out  several  days  with  middling 
takes.  I  have  also  done  very  fairly.  Prospecta 
good. — J.  Spong. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeaoh). — This  part 
of  the  Cam,  which  is  free  water  for  five  miles, 
has  bean  somewhat  disturbed  during  the  past 
week.  Gusty  winds  have  interfered  with  sport, 
but  at  times  catches  of  roach  have  been  obtained 
up  to  91b.  a  rod  a  day  bank  angling.  Bream,  both 
silver  and  the  brown,  are  very  quiet,  very  few  had. 
Upon  the  whole,  with  the  numerous  anglers  out, 
the  past  week  has  been  anything  but  good.  After 
the  late  rains,  with  the  water  now  in  good  colour, 
future  prospects  are  good. — John  O.  Geoeqe, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — ^There  was  some 
fresh  water  down  on  Monday  (August  22),  and  the 
river  is  now  in  a  fair  condition.  On  Thursday 
(August  18)  fishing  on  the  Harbourne  Mr.  E.  Distin 
had  a  splendid  basket  of  two  dozen  and  three  trout, 
whilst  Mr.  Ackrell  had  a  dozen  and  a  half.  On 
Tuesday  evening  (August  23),  Mr.  E.  Distin  landed 
a  couple  of  peal,  one  of  which  scaled  21b.  loz. ;  Mr. 
H.  T.  Distin  also  had  a  peal,  and  Mr.  Townsend 
three  trout  at  the  Weir.  Salmon  have  been  plentiful 
since  the  nets  have  stopped.  On  Friday  (August 
19),  Col.  Herman,  fishing  in  the  Association  waters 
at  Staverton,  landed  a  nice  51b.  fiah,  and  Mr.  Herman 
had  one  which  scaled  101b.  on  the  day  previous. 
In  the  Spitchwick  waters  Mr.  Struben  landed  three 
salmon  last  week,  whilst  on  Thursday  (August  18), 
Mr.  French  creeled  three  at  Dartmeet,  and  Mr. 
Martin  one.  All  the  latter  were  caught  with  the 
fly. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Carey  and  Tamar 
have  been  in  flood,  and  there  has  been  little  fly 
fishing.  Very  few  catches  have  been  recorded. — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).  —  The  only  anglingl  going  on 
now  is  for  herling,  which  are  very  plentiful  this 
year.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  made,  the 
best  I  have  heard  of  being  got  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Bram- 
well,  who  had  over  fifty  one  day  with  fly  in  the 
Cargo  water.  The  migration  of  these  game  little 
fish  at  this  time  of  year  is  always  a  great  attraction 
for  the  shackle-netting  fraternity,  and  the  bailiffs 
have  been  kept  very  busy  at  night  for  some  weeks 
past.  On  the  morning  of  Aug.  21,  about  three 
o'clock,  two  bailiffs  saw  two  poachers  at  work 
below  Carlisle  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
Going  round  by  a  railway  bridge  they  got  in  behind 
them  as  they  were  clearing  the  net.  They  were 
within  a  dozen  yards  before  being  discovered,  but 
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wh'^n  they  made  a  rush,  each  for  his  man,  the 
poachers  took  to  the  water  and  swam  across, 
leaving  the  net,  a  new  one,  on  the  gravel  bed.  One 
of  the  poachers  went  over  head  twice,  but  was 
helped  out  by  his  mate,  who  is  a  good  swimmer. 
Very  few  salmon  are  running  at  present. — Silver 
Grey. 

B'xe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  trout  fisliing  in 
the  Exe,  Creed3',  Culm,  and  district  has  been  up  to 
the  average.  In  the  Exe,  near  the  city  and  neigh- 
bourhood, perch,  roach,  and  large  eels  have  been 
caught.  In  the  canal  at  Turf,  Topsham,  Lime  Kilna, 
and  Countesa  Weir,  as  well  as  in  the  adjacent 
ponds,  roach,  tench,  carp,  and  eels  have  been 
caught.  The  bass  and  mullet  fishing  on  Exmouth 
Pier  and  at  the  estuary  of  the  river  has  much 
improved.  Bass  of  Uh.  up  to  71b.,  and  mullet  of 
lib.  to  31b.  have  been  caught  :  one  visitor  had 
fifty-six  of  the  former  and  a  resident  fifty-two. 
The  most  successful  anglers  were  Messrs.  R. 
Mostyn,  Perriam,  Perry,  Worthy,  White,  Pollard, 
Bastin,  Beck,  Perkins,  Lock,  etc.  Flatfish  are  also 
very  plentiful.  Boat  fishermen  are  doing  well. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Roach  at  times  have 
been  showing  improved  sport,  and  with  settled 
weather  prevailing  good  takes  should  be  made. 
More  rain  would  be  welcomed,  as  the  river  is  still 
on  the  bright  side.  In  the  Hertford  waters  a  Hb. 
basket  of  roach  has  fallen  to  the  rod  of  a  local 
angler,  and  other  anglers  have  caught  those  fish  at 
this  station.  In  the  Ware  waters  a  roach  of  I|lb. 
has  figured  in  the  basket  of  Mr.  Anthony,  who  took 
between  twenty  and  thirty  roach  and  dace  early  in 
the  week,  and  Mr.  Stirling  caught  seventeen. 
Members  of  the  Leyton  Waltonians  on  Wednesday 
had  some  roach  ranging  up  to  14oz.,  and  an  eel  of 
lib.  9oz.  Roach  as  heavy  as  lib.  4oz.  have  been 
secured  near  Rye  Hoiise.  Pike  and  perch  fishing  is 
reported  quiet,  but  a  live  minnow  ought  to  tempt 
the  perch  now. — Tzaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
good  sport  being  obtained.  Several  gentlemen 
staying  here  have  had  very  good  sport  with  roach 
and  dace ;  some  bags  have  been  taken  up  to  301b. 
and  351b.  Mr.  Stovell  had  some  good  dace,  the 
largest  OJoz.  Roach  have  been  taken  up  to  l|lb. 
Some  good  perch  have  been  taken.  For  boats,  men, 
and  bait,  apply  to   Rolph,  Ram,   Brandon. — A, 

ROLPH. 

Isugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  in  order,  and  are  slightly  stained  from 
the  very  heavy  rain.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  have  tried  various  files. — Gwynne. 

CHter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).  —  The  river  at 
present  time  of  reporting  (Aug.  24)  is  in  excellent 
order  for  fly-fishing,  the  rains  which  have  fallen  at 
intervals  during  the  past  week  having  greatly  im- 
proved it.  Fishing  has  been  decidedly  fair.  A 
promising  young  angler  on  the  Rolle  water  has 
been  very  successful,  basketing  on  two  occasions 
nine  and  five  good  trout.  The  latter  weighed  4Jlb., 
which  for  this  stream  is  firat-rate.  These  fish  were 
taken  with  wet-fly  in  the  daytime,  the  Red  Palmer 
being  the  lure  employed.  Sport  has  also  been 
enjoyed  in  the  evenings ;  5  p.m.  is  a  good  time  to 
begin,  and  from  then  till  dark  there  is  a  good 
chance  of  taking  fish.  Peal  have  this  season  proved 
a  complete  failure. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  is  in  fine  con- 
dition now,  and  roach  have  been  feeding  well,  Mr. 
Holt  one  day  getting  over  201b.  of  good-sized  fish, 
Mr.  Beale  also  taking  a  nice  lot.  Messrs.  Bland  and 
Benton  have  been  getting  good  chub  and  roach  on 
the  fly.  No  one  out  for  perch,  although  there  are 
plenty  here.  Dr.  Griffiths  and  party  are  having  a 
nice  lot  of  roach. — A.  Scard. 

  (Huntingdon). — Weather  rather  unsettled, 

water  clear.  Here  and  there  roach  have  been 
feeding,  as  have  also  bream,  but  this  is  the  excep- 
tion rather  than  the  rule.  In  my  opinion,  a  heavy 
rain,  followed  by  more  settled  weather,  would 
much  improve  matters. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Plymouth. — There  is  still  plenty  of  water  in  all 
the  rivers,  in  fact,  almost  too  much  ;  several  small 
school  peal  have  been  taken  with  a  rod  and  line,  but 
there  has  not  been  many  large  ones  or  salmon  taken  ; 
tliere  has  been,  however,  some  good  takes  of  trout. 
The  Rev.  J.  Sampson,  fishing  the  little  stream  that 
runs  down  from  Hessenford  through  the  Scaton 
Valley,  had,  amongstanicodiah,  atroutof  31b.  lOoz., 
which  ho  landed  on  a  fine  cast,  without  landing  net. 
— Wff.r.iAM  Heakuer. 

Serern,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — We  had  a  lovely  day  in  this  neighbourhood 
on  Saturday,  August  20,  and  after  the  rain  of  the 
previous  Wednesday,  the  rivers  were  in  excellent 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  Severn  which 
had  not  recovered  from  the  effects  of  that  storm. 
On  Sunday  afternoon,  August  21,  another  storm 
passed  over  the  locality,  and  in  some  places  such 
tropical  rain  is  seldom  witnessed.    In  lees  than 
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twenty-four  hours,  all  these  rivers  and  tributaries 
were  in  full  flood,  and  have  not  yet  regained  their 
usual  level.  For  the  past  few  days  with  all  the 
rivers  in  flood  angling  has  been  at  a  complete  stand- 
still.— Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — Recent 
rains  have  improved  the  rivers  and  sport  is  more 
satisfactory.  The  Ouse  is  fishing  well  at  present, 
some  heavy  bags  of  roach  have  been  taken — some 
few  fish  up  to  lib.  7oz.  The  upper  waters  in  the 
Fletching  district  have  yielded  some  good  chub,  a 
brace  taken  on  Monday  weighing  2jjlb.  and  2^1b. 
respectively.  A  few  good  roach  have  been  captured 
above  the  mill  at  Fletching,  one  handsome  fish 
taken  with  worm  weighing  lib.  13oz.  Fair  sport 
has  been  had  on  the  Adur  with  dace  and  roach. 
The  Brighton  Anglers'  Association  fished  a  contest 
with  the  Warbleton  Piscatorials,  on  Aug.  21,  at 
Steyning,  the  visitors  proved  the  victors.  Chichester 
Canal,  at  the  basin  and  for  some  little  distance 
downward,  has  been  cleared.  Fish  have  fed  well  in 
the  open  water.  Bream  up  to  lib.  lOoz.,  and  a  few 
good  roach  and  eels  have  been  captured  by  early 
and  late  fishing.  Mullet  and  bass  have  been  taken 
from  the  harbours. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  fair  order,  and 
some  nice  grayling,  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  eels 
taken.  Trout  are  scarce,  and  few  have  been  taken. 
On  Aug.  22  a  nice  dish  of  trout  were  landed  below 
Ludford  with  fly.  The  otter  hounds  were  out  on 
Saturday  and  killed  two  young  otters,  and  on 
Monday  they  had  good  sport  near  Bramfield. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).  —  The  Teme  is  in  fair  order. 

Angling  has  been  tried  with  the  fly,  and  the  grayling 
have  been  rising  well ;  trout  are  quiet,  but  take 
bottom  baits.  There  has  been  some  nice  fish  taken, 
the  grayling  giving  the  best  sport. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — Weather  fine  and  water  in  good 
condition.  Excellent  sport  with  the  perch  and 
rudd,  but  the  weather  is  so  bright  that  the  pike  are 
not  well  on  the  feed. — Wm.  Vickehy. 

Tyue,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Bivers. — Since  my  last  report  there  has  been  quite 
a  heavy  downpour  of  rain,  which  has  greatly 
improved  the  fishing  prospects  all  round.  Quite  a 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and  some  gjod 
baskets  have  been  got  with  the  worm.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bellingham  there  has  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out,  and  several  nice  baskets  have  been 
got.  A  lot  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Coquet, 
and  the  reports  from  Weldon  Bridge,  Rothbury,  and 
Felton  are  the  best  I  have  had  for  some  time. 
When  the  streams  fine  down  a  little  the  following 
flies  will  be  useful : — Orange  Partridge,  Orange 
Grouse,  August  Dun,  Cinnamon,  Red  Spider,  Red 
Ant,  and  Black  Palmer. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Sand  10, Grainger- street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (XJsk). — The  water  rose  on  Tuesday  (Aug.  23) 
about  eighteen  [inches,  and  now  we  may  expect  to 
hear  of  some  good  sport.  The  only  "  kill "  reported 
this  last  week  is  one  taken  by  Mr.  Johnson,  in 
Coed-y-prior,  and  weighing  only  about  51b.  The 
bailiffs  netted  the  Association  water  three  days  last 
week,  but  did  not  capture  tuiy  number  of  fish. — 
T.  B. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Two  pike'of  6ilb,  and 
51b.  have  been  taken,  and  good  general  bags,  in- 
cluding several  carp  (best  31b.).  These  fish,  with 
the  tench,  seem  to  be  increasing  here.    The  gross 


TmiuT,  Ska-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
slocks  iu  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Huitable  selections  made  up  tor  all  parts.  Monntod  lly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  tine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New 
StatloD-itreet,  Leedi.  TelegT»mi :  "  Piscator,  Leedi." 


weight  competition  on  August  21  (prize,  one  guinea) 
was  won  by  Mr.  William  Bailey  (no  pseudonym 
this),  who  got  "  home  "  with  a  take  of  5^lb. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).-  Since  my 
last  report,  the^  above  rivers  have  been  out  of  order 
for  the  fly.  But  Mr.  H.  Cooper  (lion,  secretary  to 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  A. A.)  sends  me  his 
experience  whilst  fishing  on  Tuesday,  August  16, 
below  Cromford  Bridge.  He  says  :  I  put  on  one  of 
my  own  flies  (Cooper's  Fancy)  ;  he  hooked  and 
landed  the  following  fish  :  two  grayling,  one  daf;e, 
two  roach,  and  finished  up  with  a  IJlb.  trout,  which 
speaks  well  for  tliis  fly.  Also  Mr.  McTurk  has 
had  a  week  on  this  water,  and  averaged  four 
and  half  brace  a  day.  Mr.  A.^  R.  Seivers  and 
Mr.  R.  Stimson  have  also  got  a  few  nice 
trout  and  grayling.  Since  the  rain  of  last 
week  theris  has  been  a  splendid  lot  of  both  trout 
and  grayling  taken,  bottom  fishing,  where  this 
mode  of  fishmg  is  allowed.  This  does  not  apply  to 
the  Wye.  Mr.  H.  Martin,  four  brace,  on  Aug.  10, 
one  of  these  1  Jib.  Several  others  also  obtaining 
four  and  five'brace,  and  in  some  cases  more.  There 
is  a  grand  water  to-day  (Aug.  24),  and  I  hear  those 
that  are  out  fishing  are  doing  well.  The  prospect 
for  to-day  and  two  or  three  following  days  is  very 
good.  Useful  flies:  Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash  Dun, 
Throstle  Wing,  Little  Marryatt,  Golden  Dun,  Red 
Quill,  Red  Ant,  Cinnamon  Fly,  and  Black  Gnat. — 
Dotterel 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
last  few  days.  The  persistent  fall  of  rain  commenced 
on  Monday  morning,  Aug.  22,  and  continued 
throughout  the  day  and  night  and  well  into  Tuesday. 
Consequently,  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been 
swollen,  and  at  the  time  of  sending  this  report  only 
the  tributaries  are  fishable.  But  both  the  Yore 
and  Swale  run  in  very  quickly,  and  a  few  hours' 
cessation  from  rain  will  set  them  all  right.  On 
Monday  morning  (Aug.  22),  prior  to  the  fresh 
coming  in,  the  fish  rose  very  well  at  the  fly,  and 
several  baskets  of  twelve  brace  were  made  in  the 
Hawes  Angling  Association  waters.  At  present  the 
trout  take  the  maggot,  fished  well  upstream,  in 
preference  to  worm.  The  grayling  have  com- 
menced to  rise  to  the  fly  during  the  last  few  days. 
In  the  lower  reaches  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  at 
Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  Sport  at  Borough- 
bridge  has  improved.  Some  nice  jack  have  been 
caught.  Mr.  Whitley  landed  a  fine  pike,  weighing 
just  over  121b.,  which  has  been  sent  to  the  depot  for 
preservation.  The  Bedale  Beck  has  been  fishing 
well,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  met  with.  On 
Aug.  18,  Mr.  James  Critchinson  caught  a  well-fed 
trout,  weighing  close  upon  41b.  The  trout  was 
taken  with  the  worm.  This  has  been  sent  for 
preservation  also.  About  eighty  members  of  the 
Stockton  Angling  Club  fished  their  annual  match 
in  the  waters  of  Mr.  S.  C.  Scrope ;  a  good 
many  caught  fish,  mainly  chub.  One  or  two  nice 
baskets  weighing  about  5Jlb.  were  caught.  The 
rains  have  kept  the  Wharfe  in  nice  trim.  In  the 
upper  reaches  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met 
with  the  fly,  and  baskets  of  ten,  a  dozen,  and 
twenty  trout  have  been  got,  one  basket  I  heard  of 
numbering  thirty-four  fish ;  Orange  Partridge  and 
Poult  Bloa  did  best.  Prospects  for  sport  could 
not  be  better.  Best  flies  are  Bracken  Clock,  Red 
Palmer,  August  Brown,  Claret  and  Purple  Duns,  in 
addition  to  the  above. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— During  the  past  week  the  following  excellent  sport 
has  been  obtained  :  On  Aug.  13,  Messrs.  Wordsworth, 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty-five  trout,  8lb.  ;  Messrs. 
Dixon  and  Bonar,  on  Loch  Cama,  two  dozen,  81b. ; 
Mr.  Foster,  on  Loch  Urigill,  three  dozen,  1  lib.  On 
15th,  Messrs.  Foster  and  Wilbraham,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  twenty-two,  8  Jib. ;  Major  and  Mrs.  Moulton 
Barrett,  on  same  loch,  twenty-three,  71b. ;  Mr.  Words- 
worth, on  Loch  Cama,  fifteen,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Holland 
and  Weaver,  twenty,  7lb. ;  on  Loch  UrigiU,  Messrs. 
Dixon  and  Bonar,  forty,  131b.,  and  Mr.  Harry  Ander- 
son, sixteen,  4ilb.  On  16th,  Col.  Sandford,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  one  dozen,  4lb.  ;  on  Loch  Urigill,  Messrs. 
Foster  and  Wilbraham,  forty-six,  131b.,  and  Messrs. 
Wordsworth,  forty-five,  131b. ;  on  Loch  Cama,  Mr. 
Campbell  Gibson,  fifteen,  41b.,  Messrs.  Dixon  and 
Bonar,  twenty-three,  6Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Harry  Anderson, 
thirty-one,  14lb.  On  17th,  on  Loch  Cama,  Major 
and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  twenty-three,  91b.,  and 
Messrs.  Wordsworth,  twenty-six,  91b.  ;  on  Loch 
Urigill,  Messrs.  Holland  and  Weaver,  forty-five, 
14Jlb.,  and  Mr,  Campbell  Gibson,  sixteen,  51b.  On 
18th,  on  Loch  LTrigiU,  Mr.  Wilbraham,  two  dozen, 
6lb.  ;  Major  and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  forty,  111b. ; 
on  Loch  Cama,  Messrs.  Bonar  and  Foster,  twenty- 
five,  7lb.  ;  Messrs.  Ford  and  Dixon,  twenty-seven, 
71b. ;  and  Messrs.  Holland  and  Weaver,  thirty-two, 
101b. ;  on  Loch  Veyatie,  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  fifteen, 
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6Ib. ;  on  Loch  Boarlan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Ander- 
son, two  dozen,  81b. — B. 

Beauly. — Excellent  angling  continues  to  be  had 
on  the  upper  and  Sower  reaches  of  the  Boauly. 
Last  week  the  Messrs.  Phipps,  Beaufort  Csstle,  had 
twelve  nice  fish,  though  not  fishing  ro;;ularIy.  Mr. 
Wood  was  tuccessful  at  Eskadale  and  Mr.  Barry  at 
Stray,  while  Mr.  W.  G.  Henderson,  at  Braulen,  had 
not  a  single  blank  day.  On  Aug.  IS  he  had  four 
splendid  salmon  aggregating  381b.  Mr.  Mills,  at 
Erchless,  and  Major  Clarke,  at  Fasnakylo,  have  both 
been  successful.  Mr.  Cameron,  Moniach  Castle,  is 
having  very  good  sport  in  the  tidal  waters,  limding 
besides  some  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout  two  fresh- 
run  salmon  of  91b.  and  12lb.  Loch  Affarie  yields 
veiy  fair  sport,  And  on  Loch  Monar  Major  Stirling 
had  some  heavy  baskets. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.—  On  the  Border  rivers 
salmon,  sea-trout,  and  burn  trout  are  very 
plentiful.  In  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Canonbie 
waters  some  good  sport  with  herling  and  sea-trout 
has  been  had  by  W.  Armstrong,  Andrew  Porteous, 
Yates,  Hon.  C.  Lambton,  Reginald  Stflol,  Mitchell, 
James  Steel,  Murray,  Smith,  James  Davidson, 
A.  Jardine,  Dr.  Anderson,  Alexander  Jennison,  A. 
Keen,  Ritchie,  Walter  Irving,  W.  Graham,  and 
James  Grant.  In  the  Langholm  water  the  most 
successful  anglers  were  Jas.  Scoon,  W.  McMillan, 
J.  Barnfather,  Cyril  G.  Francis,  and  Thomas  Bell. 
Mr.  J.  Elliot  had  a  grand  basket  on  the  Netherby 
water. — Gilnookie. 

Carrou  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  On 
Aug.  IG,  Mr.  Dichfield,  Gledfield  House,  on  Mr. 
Briscoe's  rod,  landed  a  61b.  grilse,  and  lost  a  heavy 
salmon  after  a  play  of  about  six  minutes.  On  17th, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Brooke,  Fearn  House,  fished  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel  water,  and  landed  a  grilse,  weighing  71b., 
and  lost  another.  On  the  upper  waters  at  A  mat, 
Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers'  party  are  getting  an  occasional 
fish,  but  particulars  are  not  to  hand. — B. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — The  net  fishing  season 
on  the  river  Deveron  closed  on  Friday,  when 
the  nets  on  both  river  and  sea  were  removed. 
Although  there  was  a  capital  spawning  season,  and 
the  fishing  opened  well,  the  water  being  in  spaty 
condition,  the  results  were  only  fair.  Up  to  May 
the  yield  of  fish  was  good,  but  since  that  date  the 
water  became  low  and  continued  so  almost  to  the 
close  of  the  season.  In  August  the  river  was  in  fair 
flood,  and  it  was  hoped  that  there  would  be  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  fish  taken,  but  there  was 
little  change  as  the  fish  evidently  would  not  take  to 
the  dirty  water.  The  stations  on  the  sea  coast 
nearest  to  the  river's  mouth  were  also  poorly 
fished,  but  those  furthest  to  the  east  and  west 
were  above  an  average.  On  the  whole  the  sea 
fishing  was  a  little  better  than  that  of  the  previous 
year.  The  fishermen  had  to  contend  with  a  good 
deal  of  rough  weather,  and  a  number  of  nets  were 
damaged.  Grilse  appeared  in  the  river  on  May  11 
and  on  the  coast  the  day  following.  They  have 
turned  out  a  poor  crop,  the  number  killed  this 
season  not  being  equal  to  half  the  number  got  last 
year.  They  were,  however,  of  capital  quality,  and 
averaged  Gib.  Salmon  were  also  of  good  quality. 
There  have  been  none  of  exceptionally  heavy 
weight,  the  largest  scaling  only  a  little  over  301b. 
A  dead  salmon  was  got  beside  Rothiemay  in 
February.  It  was  a  male  fish  and  weighed  351b. 
Now  that  the  nets  are  removed  anglers  will  have  a 
monopoly  of  the  waters.  Prospects  for  rod- fishing 
are  excellent.  A  good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  this 
week,  which  will  draw  the  fish  to  the  river,  the 
pools  of  which  are  well  stocked. — H.  W. 

Harris  Hotel  Waters. — In  six  days'  angling  to 
Aug.  23,  there  were  caught  204  sea-trout,  weighing 
1301b., and  two  salmon,  weighing  101b. — J.  Cameron. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  for  week  ending  Aug.  20, 
has  been  13  salmon,  weighing  701b.  4oz.,  and  438 
sea-trout,  weighing  2481b.,  the  heaviest  salmon 
weighing  71b.  4oz.,  and  the  heaviest  sea-trout  61b. 
There  were  caught  in  Rodel  waters  13  salmon  and 
182  sea-trout,  and  in  Finsbay  waters  256  sea-trout. 
— G.  D.  Stirling. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  Aug.  15, 
Mr.  Wylie,  on  Mid  Assynt,  had  twenty-four  trout, 
weighing  81b. ;  Sir  Montague  Pollock,  on  Lower 
Inver,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Prof.  Burkett,  on  Lower 
Inver,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  ICth,  Mr.  Thomson,  on 
Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  17th,  Prof.  Purdie, 
on  Mid  Assynt,  seven  trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Gibson,  on 
Loch  Awe,  six,  4{lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  on  Skaig, 
fourteen,  61b.  On  18th,  Prof.  Burkett,  on  Loch 
Awe,  one  salmon,  8lb. ;  Miss  Buchanan,  on  Castle 
Bay,  one  seu- trout,  2  Jib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  on 
Skaig,  nine  trout,  41b.  On  l!)th,  Dr.  Wright,  on 
Mid  Aasynt,  thirteen,  6Ib.  On  20th,  Mr.  Mercer, 
on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  3lb. ;  Lady  Pollock,  on 
Loanan,  nine  trout,  31b. — Wm.  Wallace. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  Aug.  15,  Mr. 
Bcthuno,  one  salmon,  lOlb.  ;  Messrs.  Mackenzie, 


ninete.^n  trout.  7^1b  ;  Dr.  Bramwell,  ten;  Dr. 
Holden  and  Mr.  Foster  (sea),  forty- four  fish,  various  ; 
Messrs.  A'Court  and  Harrison  (sea),  thirteen  fish, 
various.  On  14lh,  Dr.  Archdall,  n'<n»  trout,  3ilb  ; 
Mr.  Garratt,  five;  Mr.  Makins,  eleven,  SJlb. ;  Mr. 
Garforth,  five ;  Mr.  Bethune,  nine  ;  Mr.  Harrison, 
nineteen,  Gib. ;  Mr.  Bidwell,  thirty-four,  lllb. ;  Dr. 
Holden  and  Mr.  Foster,  twelve,  41b.;  Messrs. 
Mackenzie,  eight,  31b.  On  17tli,  Messrs.  Bidwell, 
sixteen,  5|lb.  ;  Dr  Bramwell,  twenty-two,  7^1b.  ; 
Mr.  Bethune,  six;  Dr.  Holden  and  Mr.  Foster  (sea), 
twenty-six  fish,  various.  On  18tii,  Capt.  Hicks,  two 
salmon,  191b.,  81b.;  Messrs.  Mackenzie  (soa),  seven 
gurnet ;  Dr.  Holden,  five  trout ;  Mr.  Bidwell,  nine; 
Dr.  Bramwell,  seventeen,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Thorbum,  ten, 
41b.  ;  Mr.  Bethune  (sea),  sixty  fish,  various.  On  19th, 
Messrs.  Mackenzie,  twenty  trout,  7^1b.  ;  Messrs. 
A'Court  and  Harrison  (sea),  ninety  fish,  various  ;  Dr. 
Holden  and  Mr.  Foster  (sea),  forty- three  fish,  various. 
On  20th,  Dr.  Bramwell,  twelve  trout,  41b. ;  Messrs. 
Bidwell,  eleven,  3  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Lupton  and  Garforth, 
nine,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Makins,  one  grilse,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A'Court,  two  grilse,  4 Jib.,  5 Jib.,  and  two  sea- 
trout,  lilb.,  I  jlb. ;  Mr.  Bethune,  six  trout;  Messrs. 
Mackenzie,  one  sea-trout,  21b. — .1.  Mackenzie, 

Loch  Iieven  (Kinross). — The  weather  during 
the  past  week  has  been  overcast  for  the  most  part, 
but  there  has  been  a  bad  glare  on  the  water,  and 
with  an  unsteady  wind  fish  have  not  been  rising  so 
well.  The  following  wore  the  clubs  out : — Clack- 
mannan (four  rods),  thirty  trout,  171b.  2oz. ;  first, 
Mr.  Duncan,  seven,  51b.  lOoz.  Coatbridge  Club 
held  two  competitions,  the  most  successful  being 
at  their  first  competition  when  fifty-two  trout  of 
25lb.  8oz.  were  captured  by  seven  rods ;  first,  Mr. 
Johnston,  eleven,  61b.  lOoz.  Rowbank  Club  (seven 
rods),  forty-two,  201b.  8oz.  ;  first,  Mr.  H.  Gilmour, 
nine,  61b.  2oz.  Dundee  Club  (twenty-six  rods), 
seventy-two,  371b.  lOoz.  ;  first,  Mr.  Sheach,  six,  61b., 
heaviest,  31b.  6oz.  Western  Club  (six  rods),  forty- 
one,  19lb.  13^oz. ;  first,  Mr.  McCreath,  eleven, 
51b.  4oz.  Private  parties :  Mr.  Turnbull  and  Mr. 
Somerton,  Whitby,  ten,  51b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Walter 
Kennedy,  Edinburgh,  fifteen,  lllb.  8oz.  ;  Messrs. 
More  and  Allan  (in  the  'afternoon),  eighteen, 
101b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Shetterton,  Glasgow,  sixteen, 
8lb.  8oz.  ;  Masters  Cleghorn,  Dundee,  twelve, 
91b.  12oz. ;  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Rendall,  London, 
sixteen,  101b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Robertson,  Edin- 
burgh (in  the  afternoon),  eleven,  71b.  :  Mr.  Inglis, 
Rumbling  Bridge,  thirteen,  lllb.  4oz.  ;  Messrs.  W. 
and  J.  Cleghorn,  Dundee,  sixteen,  121b.  12oz. ;  Mr. 
Reid,  Glasgow,  twenty-six,  141b.  4oz.;  Mr.  Cochran, 
Paisley  (out  two  hours),  four,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  H. 
Bendle,  Carlisle,  and  Mr.  Niven,  Edinburgh,  twelve, 
101b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Elder,  Edinburgh,  fourteen,  61b.  12oz. ; 
Messrs.  Cook,  Colchester,  and  Mr  Gerard  Eley,  Cree- 
town,  thirty-two,  231b. — Robt.  B.  Laino. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Aug.  16,  Captain  J.  C. 
Graham  killed  one  grilse,  41  b.,  and  eight  trout,  4^1b., 
and  Dr.  Falconer  Foyers  four  sea-trout,  81b.  On 
Aug.  17  Captain  Grahame  killed  one  grilse,  4 Jib., 
and  six  trout,  31b. ;  and  on  Aug.  20  seven  trout,  31b. 

 S.  TiLSTON. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  has  been 
up  and  down  during  the  past  week,  and  altogether 
too  unsteady  for  angling  to  any  purpose.  There 
was  a  scarcity  of  fish  on  the  coast  up  till  Friday 
when  the  supplies  revived  and  the  first  real  autumn 
beauties  made  their  appearance  in  force.  A  good 
few  got  away  with  the  Sunday's  slap,  but  as  yet 
few  captures  have  been  reported,  although  a  good 
few  have  been  noted  in  the  lower  pools.  The 
nets  are  now  off,  yesterday  (Friday)  being  the 
last  day  of  the  season,  and  every  fish  that  now 
enters  the  river  will  be  to  the  angler.  The  prospects 
of  the  autumn  are  very  fair  as  yet,  and  with  steady 
waters  a  good  season  will  undoubtedly  be  enjoyed. 
On  Saturday,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  I'rincess 
Victoria  joined  the  Duchess  of  Fife  at  Mar  Lodge. 
The  royal  ladies  are  deeply  engrossed  in  angling  pur- 
suits, with  marked  success  as  far  as  has  been  reported. 
On  the  tidal  reaches  splendid  baskets  of  finnock  are 
now  being  made.  Capt.  Mackay  had  twenty  finnock 
one  day  last  week,  while  Messrs.  Robertson, 
Jamieson,  and  others  are  getting  from  ten  to  a 
dozen  every  other  tide.  Don. — The  brown  trout 
season  is  now  practically  over ;  it  heis  been  a  very 
indifferent  one.  The  best  record  was  made  by  a 
gentleman  who  fishes  the  Alford  waters,  and  whose 
total  bag  was  435  fish  scaling  3951b.  On  the  Newe 
Castle  water  an  angler  was  reported  to  have  had  a 
brown  trout  of  S^lb.  A  few  over  41b.  were  got  on 
the  Pitmedden  waters  by  Mr.  Lindsay,  jun.,  on 
Parkhill  and  Kintore  waters,  but  trout  of  2Hb. 
were  more  common,  and  the  average  half-pounder 
was  more  cn  (fvidencc  than  these  rarer  weights.  On 
the  Ythan  the  finnock  and  sea-trout  are  looking  up, 
and  good  boskets  are  being  made,  chiefly  to  the 
worm  or  the  spinning  lures.  The  east  coast  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  adjoining  districts  has 
been  very  successful  this  season. — G.  M. 


Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— On 

Aug.  15,  Mr.  Kenneth  Mackay  fished  Loch  More  and 
landed  eighteen  soa- trout,  averaging  lib.  each.  On 
19th,  Messrs.  Cage  and  Munn,  Norwich,  on  same  loch, 
caught  four  sea  trout,  averaging  1  'lb.  each. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Great  catches  of  herling 
and  soa-trout  were  taken  in  the  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  last  week-eni  after  the  despatch  of  my 
weekly  report.  There  has  baen  a  falling  off  in  the 
baskets  this  week,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  days 
before  the  herling  begin  to  take  fly.  The  salmon 
netting  in  the  Solway  and  in  the  rivers  where 
netting  is  carried  on  expires  in  a  fortnight  (Sept.  9). 
The  Annan. — Immense  baskets  of  herling  were 
caught  by  the  rods  in  this  river  during  Thursday 
(Aug.  18)  and  Friday  (Aug.  19),  and  in  no  other 
rivers  was  there  such  larg^  baskets  caught,  though 
the  Border  Esk  came  very  near  it.  In  one  part  of 
the  river  in  two  outings  one  rod  had  ninety  herling 
and  sea-trout,  and  another  rod  in  one  outing  took 
about  eighty.  Mr.  William  Wright,  fishing  with 
worm  bait  in  the  flood  for  three  hours,  caught 
thirty  herling,  and  one  yellow  trout  of  Sjib. 
Fishing  at  u  short  outing  the  same  evening 
he  caught  eighteen  herling  and  one  sea  -  trout 
of  121b.  Another  rod  had  eighty  herling,  all 
with  worm.  Mr.  T.  Shortridge  caught  twenty- 
seven  herling  at  the  Newbie  Mill  bushes.  Mr. 
F.  Anderson  caught  thirty-six  herling  at  one 
outing,  and  some  more  in  the  evening.  Mr.  .Tames 
Laurie,  jun.,  caught  forty-five  herling,  Mr.  R. 
Graham  had  a  splendid  basket,  and  Mr.  Solley 
caught  ten  or  a  dozen  at  the  Everholm.  Mr.  T. 
Gibson,  a  similar  basket;  Mr.  J.  Beattie  took  twenty- 
five  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Ogilvie,  between  thirty  and 
forty  herling  and  a  sea-trout  or  two.  Mr.  Wm. 
Johnston  took  over  twenty  herling  in  the  Brewery 
pool.  Mr.  Thomas  Roddick,  tan;  Mr.  W.  H. 
Hudson,  about  twenty  ;  Mr.  Henderson,  six  ;  Mr.  J. 
Dixon,  in  about  an  hour,  caught  ten  ;  and  Messrs. 
Campbell  and  McLean  had  ten.  Several  strangers 
had  baskets  of  herling,  counting  from  four  to  four- 
teen. Mr  Gilbert  Tweedie  caught  several  herling 
on  Thursday  morning  ;  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  a  fine 
creel  of  herling ;  and  Mr.  James  Loudon  had  also  a 
fair  basket.  Mr.  Leslie  took  a  number  of  herUng 
with  the  worm  during  the  forenoon,  and  a  few  with 
the  Devon  minnow  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Robertson 
caught  seventeen  harling  and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Wield  had  a  good  basket  of  herling  and  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  Graham,  a  good  basket  of  herling ;  and  Mr. 
McGiverin,  a  good  basket  of  herling  and  trout.  In 
Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  portion  at  Mount  Annan,  some 
capital  creels  of  sea-trout  and  herling  were  taken. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  grand  creels  were  taken,  and 
similar  eport  vras  obtained  in  Castlemilk  water, 
as  also  in  Murray thwaite,  Dormont,  and  the 
higher  waters  at  Shillahill  and  Halleaths.  In 
Hoddom  Castle  water  an  angler  landed  a  salmon 
of  lllb. — The  Dumfries  Nith. — This  river  was  in 
big  flood  on  Thursday,  August  18,  and  a  fair 
number  of  herling  were  caught,  also  sea-trout.  In 
the  Closeburn  water  some  nice  baskets  of  herling 
and  trout  have  been  taken  In  the  mid  Nithsdale 
portion  below  Thornhill,  some  good  creels  were 
taken.  Trout  were,  however,  a  little  shy  on  Friday, 
August  19  :  the  best  fly  was  a  corncrake  wing  and 
black  body.  Town  rods  had  a  few  herling  wdth 
worm  bait  below  the  weir. — The  Galloway 
Rivers. — Fine  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  in  the 
rivers  of  the  Stewartry  of  Galloway  on  Thursday, 
August  18,  while  the  rivers  were  in  spate,  but  the 
catches  were  not  so  good  as  in  the  Esk  and  Annan. 
Local  rods  had  fair  creels  with  worm  in  the  Fleet 
of  GatehouEe.  The  higher  waters  of  the  Dee  of 
Kirkcudbrightshire  gave  good  baskets  with  bait, 
and  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  afiorded  moderate  bags 
of  herling  and  trout.  On  the  Border  Kirtle,  Mr. 
Tweedie  and  Capt.  McLean  had  a  few  trout  on 
Monday,  August  22,  and  a  number  of  local  anglers 
of  the  district  have  also  had  a  few  herling  and 
yellow  trout  with  fly  and  worm  bait. — -The  Ayr- 
shire Rivers. — The  rivers  were  in  flood  last  week- 
end. Moderate  baskets  of  yellow  trout  were  caught 
with  worm  bait.  On  the  lochs  a  fair  amount  of 
yellow  trout  has  been  obtained  by  local  anglers,  as 
also  by  odd  visitors. — Heatherbell. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney). — 
On  Aug.  16,  Mr.  Webb  had  three  trout,  lllb., 
heaviest,  5pb. ;  on  Aug.  17,  Mr.  Brett,  two,  51b.; 
Dr.  Luther,  two,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Morris,  two,  41b., 
heaviest,  S^lb. ;  Mr.  Webb,  two  grilse,  5jlb.,  4Jlb. ;  on 
Aug.  18,  Dr.  Luther,  eight  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Webb, 
three,  41b.;  Mr.  Morris,  three,  3|lb.,  heaviest,  2jlb. ; 
on  Aug.  20,  Mr.  Brett,  five,  41b. ;  Dr.  Luther,  two, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  one,  41b. — John  Mackay. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — During  the 
week  Dr.  Fenton  secured  one  hundred  and  four  sea- 
trout  ;  Dr.  Hood,  thirty-five  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Hey- 
gate,  thirty  sea-trout ;  Mr.  D.  Adams,  one  peal,  41b., 
and  forty- eight  sea-trout;  General  Beresford,  eighty* 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactiirer  of  every  description  of  Flsliing  Tadle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  3IEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs.  ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.       New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingffisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  those  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast.'' 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kinytisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  E.  writes  :  "Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using^your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A.  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H          one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


BURBERRY-PROOF 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 


Provide  the  Angler  with  every  habilimentary  need,  and  afford— (1)  Protection  from  Wet  in  all  forms. 
(2)  Self  Ventilation  in  Proofed  Cloths.        (3)  Coolness  and  Lightness.        (4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  The  best  fishing  hat  I  ever  used.  You 
can  have  it  a.s  light  as  you  like,  and  yet 
it  will  keep  out  any  amount  of  rain,  and 
the  r>eak  protects  the  eyes,  ears  and  back 
of  neck.  "  -Pishing  Gazette. 

Single  brim  7/6 

D(juble  brim  (to  hold  casts  and  flies)  8/- 


Every 

"  Biirkrrj- 

PfOOf" 

bears  a 
"Barberry" 
Label. 


No  garment 
1^  existent 
gives  such 
freedom  of 
swing  for 
t'lv  s  the  arms. 
This  charac- 
■  teristic  is  an 

*>i->^i^'^  essential  to 
'S-^^  the  sports- 
man,  what- 
ever  sport 
'  pursuing. 


The  feature  of  the  "Pis- 
cator  "  is  its  adaptability 
to  the  angler's  needs, 
both  when  bauk-tlshiug 
and  wading.  The  collar 
cape  protects  the  vulner- 
able points,  and  being- 
furnished  with  a  pivot 
sleeve  it  makes  an  ideal 
fishing  coat. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregrinations  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali- 
ties, whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  in  the 
open. 


-ff  PISCATOR, 


FISHING  SLIP-ON. 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON ;  and  BASINGSTOKE. 
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four  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Wm.  Pearson,  fifty  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  W.  W.  Wickham,  one  peal,  61b.,  and  thirty-nine 
sea-trout ;  Messrs.  Wm.  and  S.  O'Hanlon,  one 
hundred  and  five  sea-trout.  Total :  Two  peal,  101b., 
and  495  sea-trout.  Rough,  stormy  weather,  with 
high  winds,  has  prevailed. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — In  the  early  days  of 
the  week  all  the  tributaries  were  in  flood,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  flax  water  came  into  the  lake 
fnm  the  Upper  Bann  and  Blackwater,  where  the 
greater  part  of  the  plant  has  been  removed  from 
the  steeps.  The  poisonous  water  that  will  be  pro- 
duced from  what  remains  will  not  interfere  with 
angling  on  the  Lower  Bann  for  what  remains  of  the 
season,  but  the  crop  was  much  later  ripening  over 
the  catchment  basins  of  the  Maine,  Moyola,  and 
Ballinderry,  and  part  of  this  water  has  yet  to  come 
in.  The  main  river  rose  two  feet  above  summer 
level,  and  all  the  salmon  that  were  on  the  lower 
sections  have  ascended  to  the  higher  reaches  and 
tributaries.  All  the  shallows  from  the  weir  at 
Kilrea  to  Portglenone  are  stocked  with  salmon  that 
will  not  leave  until  after  the  close  of  the  angling, 
as  these  are  the  first  that  will  ascend  the  Clady  to 
spawn  in  November  and  December.  The  discoloured 
water  has  all  run  off,  and  two  of  the  sections  are  in 
order,  but  the  others  are  much  too  deep  for  the 
fly  to  be  used,  and  no  sport  was  obtained  on  the 
Movanagherand  Caronroe  reaches.  Capt.  Armitage 
has  caught  one  grilse,  5Jlb.,  and  four  trout,  51b.; 
Mr.  F.  W.  Erlaine,  one  grilse,  01b.,  and  two  salmon, 
111b.  and  141b.,  at  Portglenone,  and  Mr.  F.  Wilson, 
one  salmon,  ll  ^lb.,  at  Kilrea.  The  lower  section  of 
the  Portglenone  stretch  terminates  at  the  weir  and 
can  be  fished  by  anglers  staying  at  the  Mercer's 
Hotel,  Kilrea,  for  Vs.  (id.  per  week.  This  is  the 
cheapest  and  best  autumn  angling  in  Ireland. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  have 
been  much  benefited  by  the  heavy  showers  which 
have  kept  them  at  a  good  height,  thereby  nullifying 
the  efiects  of  the  flax  water.  Salmon  and  white 
trout  are  up  the  Crossgar  as  far  as  Kilmore,  and  a 
few  have  reached  the  Monoycaragh.  Salmon  are 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Maine.  Evening  fishing 
at  the  Dams  is  improving. ^ — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  very 
good.  On  one  day  Mr.  W.  Appleton  had  a  dozen 
sea-trout,  weighing  151b.,  and  a  dozen  brown  trout, 
averaging  nearly  lib.  each.  On  another  day  Mr. 
R.  Whyto  Thompson  and  Maj.  Whyte  Thompson 
had  eighteen  sea-trout,  averaging  lib.,  and  two 
dozen  brown  trout.  The  latter  averaged  nearly 
lib.— T.  J.  D. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry). — These 
'waters  have  been  running  low,  and  sport  has  been 
poor  and  confined  to  sea  and  brown  trout.  The 
takes  of  sea-trout  on  the  Inny  averaged  about  three 
fish  to  each  rod  daily,  and  the  takes  of  brown  trout 
ran  from  six  to  eighteen  fish  to  each  rod  daily. — 
T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  flax  water  is  clearing 
nicely  out  of  the  Blackwater  and  the  Ballinderry, 
so  that  by  the  end  of  another  week  trout  fishing 
will  be  resumed.  A  number  of  salmon  are  up  the 
Ballinderry,  and  some  have  been  killed  on  the 
Blackwater. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshaunon  and  Belleek).— The  river 
has  now  ran  down  very  low  again,  and  sport  has 
not  at  all  been  anything  like  what  it  should  have 
been  recently.  During  the  past  week  Mr.  Jos. 
Hone  landed  four  salmon  of  14lb.,  91b  ,  71b.,  and 
•ilb.  ;  Mr.  Dubison  landed  two  salmon  of  13^1b.  and 
91b.  ;  Mr.  Ellis  landed  four  salmon,  of  81b.,  81b., 
71b.,  and  61b.;  Mr.  G.  F.  NichjlU  landed  two 
salmon  of  91b.  and  61b.  Prospects  of  sport  on  the 
Erneat  present  arevery  poor,  and  are  likely  to  remain 
so  until  the  water  rises  again,  of  which  no  there 
is  no  immediate  sign,  as  the  weather  at  time  of 
writing  ii  fine  and  louks  like  continuing. — M. 
RooAN  AND  Sons. 

Killarney. — Fair  sport  has  been  had  at  sa'mon 
and  brown  trout.  At  Glencar  salmon  fishing  has 
been  bad  for  some  time,  but  as  some  rain  has  fallen 
I)rospect5  have  improved.  Brown  trout  have  given 
generally  fair  sport  at  Glencar  and  Garagh,  but  no 
heavy  fish  were  taken.  The  fishing  rights  on  the 
Lickeen  waters  of  the  Upper  Caragh  are  now  held 
by  the  Southern  Hotel.— T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel,  Onghterard).— 
Fishing  and  shooting  from  the  above  hotel :  On 
Aug.  12,  Messrs.  Dixon,  Claxton,  and  sons  (four 
guns)  had  four  and  a  half  brace  of  grouse  and  one 
hare.  On  Aug.  15,  Colonel  Buckell  and  Mr.  Carter 
had  one  salmon,  .51b.,  and  five  trout,  61b. ;  Messrs. 
Dixon  and  Claxton  had  six  fish,  71b.,  and  one  trout 
of  3Jlb.  (a  beauty).  On  Aug.  16,  Colonel  Buckell 
and  Mr.  Carter,  five  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Bannan,  five 
fish,  91b.  ;  Messrs.  Dixon,  Claxton,  and  sons  (five 
guns),  nine  and  a  half  brace  of  grouse.  On  Aug.  17, 
Messrs.  Dixon,  Claxton,  and  sons,  seven  fish,  1  lib.  ; 
Mr.  Bannan,  three,  61b. ;  Colonel  Buckell  and  Mr. 
Garter,  five,  81b.    On  Aug.  18,  Messrs.  Dixon  and 


Claxton,  six,  91b. ;  Colonel  Buckell  and  Mr.  Carter, 
six,  1  lib.    The  grouse  on  this  mountain  are  very 
numerous  thi^  year. — Thomas  Naughton. 
Loa^b  Cnrrane,  etc  (Waterville.  oo.  Kerry). — 

Sport  has  been  very  good  on  favourable  days  on 
Lough  Currane  On  August  19,  the  takes  ran  from 
six  to  a  dozen  sea-trout  to  each  boat.  Twenty-four 
boats  were  out.  The  upper  lakes  have  not  fished 
well  at  sea-trout  recently,  brown  trout  however, 
have  furnished  generally  good  sport.  A  few  salmon 
and  peal  wero  had  on  Lough  Currane  last  week. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Longbs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr).  —  The 

following  are  now  fishing  and  shooting  from  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  and  are  enjoying 
good  sport  with  rod  and  gun:  Major  and  Mrs. 
Tidswell,  Major  Lewis,  Major  Trevylian,  Major  and 
Mrs.  Jones,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Norman,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Davey,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dennison,  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and 
Miss  EUmore,  Mr.  and  Master  Rignell,  Messra. 
Bignell,  Wolffe,  Tutt,  Deane,  and  Gill.  Good  river 
fishing  in  September. — J.  A.  .1. 

Longfb  Melvin. — Trouting  goes  on  very  fair,  and 
sport  generally  all  over  the  lake  was  good  amongst 
the  gillaroos  and  brown  trout.  Mr.  E.  Colegrave, 
Mr.  H.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rose,  and 
Messrs.  R.  and  T.  Clay  had  some  excellent  gillaroo 
and  brown  trout  fishing,  amongst  their  catches 
being  many  gillaroos  of  lib.,  1  Jib.,  and  some  over 
21b.  weight.  Messrs.  R.  and  T.  Clay  captured  a 
beautiful  trout  of  731b.  on  Aug.  19.  The  above 
anglers  were  fishing  the  Garrison  end  of  the  lake 
from  Scott's  Hotel.  Sport  at  time  of  writing  is 
good  on  the  lake. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Hoy  (Ballina.  oo.  Mayo). — Fishing  on  the  river 
for  the  past  week  was  fair,  and  the  pools  are  all 
stocked  with  fish,  some  rods  during  the  week  having 
got  four  fish.  Sea-trout  fishing  down  the  estuary 
was  fair,  some  nice  trout  being  got  spinning  the 
Devon  minnow.  Lough  Conn. — Some  good  fishing 
was  got  on  the  last  few  days  with  pike  and  some 
good  trout.  A  gentleman,  staying  at  Clarke's 
Hotel,  got  some  large  pike. — John  Devers. 

Uoy,  Iiongbs  Conn  and  Callen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  out  of  order  most  part  of  the  past 
week,  but  now  in  good  order  for  the  fly.  Mr. 
Wilson,  seven  grilse,  371b. ;  Mr.  Garvey,  six  grilse, 
341b. ;  Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  eight  grilse,  431b.  ;  Mr. 
Davies,  five  grilse,^  231b.  Some  nice  takes  of  sea- 
trout  were  got  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  Good 
sport  was  obtained  on  the  Palmerstown  river  with 
grilse  and  sea-trout.  Some  nice  trout  were  taken 
on  the  loughs  with  fly  and  minnow.  Lough  Talt 
fished  well  during  the  past  week,  best  take  for  one 
rod  in  one  day,  fifty-three,  25  Jib. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Bosses  (Bungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Good  all- 
round  fishing  was  the  rule  on  the  lakes  of  the 
Rosses  in  the  past  week.  Capt.  Kennedy  killed  a 
101b.  salmon  on  the  CroUy — which  is  the  highway 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  lakes.  Mr.  Thompson,  on 
Tally  lake,  creeled  eieht  trout,  heaviest  2ilb.,  and 
also  a  2  Jib.  fish  on  Meenmore.  On  Loughanure, 
Mr.  Gore  killed  a  5  Jib.  salmon,  and  Mr.  Barclay,  on 
Dungloe,  had  a  nice  catch  of  ten  sea-trout,  heaviest 
2Jlb.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  heavy  rains 
have  brought  the  river  up  to  a  very^high  mark,  but 
has  not  put  it  out  of  fishing  trim.  On  the  Castle 
fishery  Mr.  D.  Y.  Watt  killed  two  peal  of  41b. 
and  51b.  The  unsettled  state  of  the  water 
has  interfered  somewhat  with  the  trout  fishing. — 
J.  Enbight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.  —  Sport  continues  very  good. 
The  following  details  of  one  day's  (Aug.  20)  sport 
will  suffice  to  show  what  is  being  done  here  at 
present.  Four  boats  were  out.  No.  1  boat  had 
15()  gurnard,  107  whiting,  and  ten  miscellaneous 
fish;  Nu.  2  boat  had  104  gurnard,  119  whiting, 
fourteen  bream,  and  three  scad;  No.  3  boat  had 
376  fish  ;  and  No.  4  boat  had  352  fish.  Each  boat 
held  four  anglers.  Pollack  fishing  has  also  been 
very  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  good 
at  pollack,  both  from  boats  and  rocks.  Whiting 
and  bream  have  come  into  the  bay  and  are  now 
furnishing  good  sport.  Bass  and  mullet  are 
numerous  about  Bunavalla.  Rock  fishing  has  been 
very  good  at  wrasse  and  black  pollack  in  Scarriff 
Island  and  Dim's  Island. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (tbe  Pier).  — With  the  exception  of  a  few 
small  pollack,  which  fell  to  the  rods  of  Mr.  Sexton 
and  Mr.  Newell,  scarcely  any  fish  have  been  taken 
upon  the  pier  during  the  last  ten  days.  The  gale 
which  sprung  up  so  suddenly  on  Monday  night  has 
thickened  the  water  and  rendered  it  of  the  colour  of 
clay,  a  vast  (quantity  of  weed  being  also  in  evidence. 
Great  numbers  of  anglers  patronise  the  pier  daily, 
but  most  of  them  retire  after  a  short  time  without 
any  result  whatever,   Not  more  than  a  4ozen  fish* 


including  a  31b.  pollack,  have  been  taken  to-day 
(Wednesday),  and  till  a  change  of  wind  takes  place 
little  sport  may  be  expected. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings. — Spoit  here  very  good,  especially  from 
boats — 20(t  in  four  hours  about  the  average — good 
flatfish.  From  the  piers  a  quantity  of  good  soles 
have  been  hooked  up  to  21b.  3oz.  A  few  bsiss  and 
conger  about. — H.  D. 

Herne  Bay. — Bass  are  now  still  on  tbe  feed,  and 
are  giving  good  sport  from  the  pier.  On  Aug.  20 
twelve  were  caught  varying  from  IJlb.  to  61b.,  this 
latter  being  a  flne  fish  caught  by  Mr.  Edwards  on 
an  artificial  sand-eel.  On  Aug.  21  seven  were 
landed  by  Messrs.  Wilson,  Edwards,  and  Whit- 
church ;  and  on  Aug.  22  Mr.  Wheeler  had  four 
good  fish,  and  Messrs.  EdwMds  and  Shorter  a  brace 
between  them.  On  Aug.  23  the  water  was  too 
thick  and  the  weather  too  rough  for  fishing. — 
J.  E.  Gripper. 

Margate.  —  Conditions  have  improved  here 
recently,  and  good  sport  is  being  obtained  now 
owing  to  the  cooler  water,  especially  with  the  grey 
mullet.  Mr.  F.  Daunou,  fishing  on  Aug.  20,  cap- 
tured ten  grey  mullet  varying  from  21b.  to  81b.  7oz. 
in  weight,  the  latter  fish,  I  believe,  being  the  largest 
known  specimen  fish  caught  on  a  rod  and  line,  as  it 
exceeds  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm's  specimen  of  three  years 
ago  by  3oz.  in  weight.  On  Aug.  21  he  captured 
another  specimen  of  51b.  9oz.  The  two  fish  have 
been  sent  to  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Great  Queen- 
street,  W.C.,  to  be  set  up.  Large  quantities  of  bass 
are  now  being  .taken  in  Palm  Bay,  nineteen  fish 
being  landed  by  one  boat  on  Aug.  21,  railing. 
Large  quantities  of  flatfish  are  also  being  caught  at 
the  Ness  Buoy  as  well  as  pouting. — J.  M.  Paramob. 

Feneance. — Some  very  good  sport  on  the  inner 
marks,  but  boats  trying  on  the  outer  grounds  have 
had  only  moderate  catches.  We  have  a  record 
number  of  rods  here,  quite  a  fleet  of  boats  goingout 
every  day.  Since  Monday  (when  several  members  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  had  a  rough  time  beating  back  to  har- 
bour) the  weather  has  been  very  fine,  and  bait  is 
plentiful.  Summary  of  a  few  takes: — Mr.  Hall, 
B.S.A.S.,  on  rod,  on  Aug.  20,  twenty-one  large 
whiting,  one  gurnard,  two  conger,  twenty  various  ; 
Mr.  Loogstaff,  B.S.A.S.,  sameday,  twenty-one  bream, 
nineteen  pouting,  two  dogfish,  one  nurse  dogfish, 
201b.  (about),  one  conger,  five  various  ;  Dr.  Mackin- 
tosh, on  Aug.  20,  fourteen  pollack  (largest,  101b.), 
thirty-seven  bream  andchtid,  two  cuckoos,  two  bibs, 
one  conger,  two  mackerel  (one.  21b.),  two  wrasse,  and 
on  Aug.  15,  at  Gadda  Madron,  he  had  several  pollack, 
two  large  spur  dogfish,  thirty  bream,  one  blue  shark 
(this  fish  gave  fine  fun) ;  Mr.  Rosenthal,  in  four 
catches  last  week,  ten  dogfish,  ten  wrasse,  one  craw- 
fish, fifty-five  bream,  nine  pollack,  seven  gurnard 
(one,  7Jlb.),  nine  pouting,  six  mackerel,  one  dory, 
twenty-nine  large  whiting,  one  conger,  one  shark, 
also  brought  a  large  shark  alongside  the  boat  when 
the  tackle  broke,  estimated  to  be  9ft.  long,  and  on 
Aug.  23,  thirty-one  pollack,  one  wrasse,  fourteen 
bream,  one  gurnard,  one  rav  (121b.) ;  Messrs.  Boy  ton 
and  Urry.  B.S.A.S.,  on  Aug.  23,  one  skate  (9Jlb.), 
one  dory  (5lb. ),  two  conger  (81b.,  61b.),  one  gurnard, 
six  pollack,  six  bream,  one  spotted  dogfish  ;  Dr. 
Mackintosh  had  thirty  pollack,  weighing  from  71b. 
down ;  Messrs.  Lowell  and  Howarth,  whiffing,  on 
Aug.  23,  from  Mousehole  to  Lamorna,  eight.y-six 
pollack,  using  red  rubber  sand-eels  and  mackerel  flies 
as  bait.  Boats  Ashing  just  outside  Newlyn  Harbour 
have  had  good  sport  with  large  mackerel  (catches, 
seventy  down).  A  Mousehole  fisherman  caught 
a  mackerel  weighing  3  Jib.  Small  boats  anchored 
around  the  Gear  Pole  have  had  rare  fun  catching 
chad.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth.. — The  mackerel  that  were  at  the 
ground  have  gone,  and  very  few  have  been  taken 
during  the  week,  but  the  pollack  are  as  plentiful  as 
ever ;  some  very  fine  ones  have  been  taken  over  the 
bridge  at  Drake's  Island,  and  also  at  the  East  Winter 
buoy  off  the  ladies'  bathing  place,  and  in  Firestone 
Bay,  just  under  the  Earl  of  Mount-Edgcumbe's 
winter  residence.  The  bass  are  coming  closer  in 
shore,  and  are  being  caught  now  at  the  Great 
Western  Docks,  MUlbay,  where  there  are  some  big 
fish  that  have  been  carrying  away  the  gear,  and 
traces  of  treble  gut  and  large  hooks  are  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  whiting  boats  have  been  doing  very 
well,  some  bringing  as  many  as  thirty  dozen ;  they 
generally  leave  for  the  fishing  grounds  about  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and  fish  from  daybreak  to 
nine  or  ten,  and  I  have  made  arrangements  whereby 
any  amateur  fisherman  who  should  happen  to  be 
here  can  go  out  in  these  boats  for  a  small  payment. 
— William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — Fishing  has  improved  considerably 
this  week,  the  boats  having  done  well  with  pouts, 
some  having  as  many  as  ten  score  good  fish.  Sand- 
dabs  and  plaice  are  more  difficult  to  find,  but  some 
nice  strings  have  been  had,  including  a  few  fish  of 
over  2lb,    The  piers  have  afforded  fair  sport  with 
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THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 

Estd.  1839.         (J.  C.  Cording:  &  Co.,  Ltd.)         ^sta.  is39. 

WADING 
TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 

STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 


19,  PICCADILLY  ( A,?s;"4:rw  ). 

Branch  :  35,  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Corner  of  Jermyn  St.).  S.W. 


HENRY  fflWARD  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tacirte  ^Manufacturers, 


TRADE 


MARK 


THE  IRON  ARM. 


ASK  YOUR  DEALER  FOR 

"Inimitable"  Devons, 

"Excelsior"  Phantoms, 

"Iron  Arm"  Braided  Waterproof 
Lines, 

Milwards'  "  2063"  own  make  Split 
Cane  Rods, 

"Durbar"     featherweight  Split 
Cane  Rods. 

MILWARDS'  WHOLE  CANE  PUNT  RODS. 

"  Iron  Arm "  Hooks  to  Gut, 
each  in  a  separate  envelope. 
"Anglers"  Spinner— The  King^  of  Spinners. 


EatsbblislieaL  1730. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


HICKORY  FLY  ROD,  3  joints,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  ringed, 
brazed,  swelled  grip,  bronzed  ferrules,  and  brass  winch  fittings,  in 
bag,  complete   5/9 

QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt  ...  7/- 

QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  6  in.  (5  joints)       ...  9/- 

SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  cork  grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag,  complete  11/6 


BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  snake 
rings,  Universal  winch  fittings,  10  ft.,  1 1  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  21  /- 


BEST  ENGLISH  MADE  SPLIT  CANE   FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints,  cork  grip, 

10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft  75/- 

If  with  Steel  Centre   extra  20/- 

JV.B. — All  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags. 


WINGED  OR  HACKLE  TROUT  FLIES, 

Fine  Gut,  1./-  per  doz. 


WADING  NETS,  with  cHp,  5/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  and  STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


CATALOGUES  iPept.  "0  ")  POST  FREE.    Please  mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


BENETFINK  &  CO. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites, 

107  ana  W8,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON, 


MALCOM  &  CO. 

(The  Sportsman's  Waterproofers). 

"ANYWEATHER"  HAT, 

6/8  Post  Free 


(With   or  Without  Rubber). 


The  "FIELD,"  October  25.  1902,  says: 

"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrow  compass.    .    ,   .  The 
y  turn-down  rim,  acting  like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot 
water  o£E  wherever  it  may  fall,  is  undoubtedly  the  proper 
thing  for  a  sportsman's  wet  weatiher  head-gear." 


3,  Green  St.,  Leicester  Sq.,  London,  W.C. 


THE  SIMPLEX  AQUATIC  WEED  GUTTER 

Can  be  fixed  and  worked  from  amy  pimt  or  boat.  Will  cut  all  species 
of  weed.    Suitable  for  Ijake  or  River.    Takes  but  one  Man  to  work  it. 

Price  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


PERCY  WADHAM,   Plumassier  to  the  Royal  Family, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

ha  IllDstrated  French  Aogllng  Paper,  pnbllsbed  the  1st  and  ISth  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  4s. 
A.I1  communlcatlong  should  be  addressed  to  tbe  Directors— 'Wtsbs  Fkkrbs,  30,  Qua!  de  jADTTe,Farifl, 
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pouUng.  codling,  and  a  few  bass.  Wind  easterly  ; 
much  colder.— Gbey  Mullet. 

Southampton. — Mullet  fishing  is  in*  full  swing 
just  now,  and  some  finetake'i  have  been  had  during 
the  past  week.  I  weighed  two  fine  specimens  Just 
caught  off  the  town  quay,  one  weighing  421b.  and 
the  other  2'|'lb. — Ape  Apes. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  is  still  unsettled,  but 
sport  is  fairly  good.  Mackerel  are  still  plentiful  in 
the  bay,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  taken. 
Pouting  are  numerous,  but  they  average  a  small 
size.  Bass  are  about  in  the  backwater,  the  spring 
tides  being  in,  and  are  feeding  well  on  live  shimps, 
one  angler  having  a  dozen  good  fish  this  evening 
(August  24).  In  the  Little  Sea  at  Wyke,  Mr.  F. 
Stone  has  taken  one  bass  of  101b.,  and  six  others 
totalling  301b.,  all  on  light  lines,  baiting  with  live 
shrimps.  Entries  are  now  open  for  our  annual  sea 
competitions  on  Sept.  12,  14,  1.5  and  16,  and  I  shall 
bo  pleased  to  send  particulars  to  anyone  desirous 
of  competing.  Unattached  anglers  will  be  eligible 
to  corappte  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  Is.,  which  is  in 
addition  to  the  entrance  fee. — C.  Russell  (W.  A.  A.). 


Ppovineial  Angling  flotes 

mtist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  been  very 
favourable  for  fishing;  we  have  had  some  very  heavy 
rain,  and  the  rivers  and  streams  have  very  much 
benefited  ;  sport  has  been  good  on  the  whole. 
On  the  Avon  sport  has  been  more  than  good  :  some 
good  catches  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken 
from  the  Fladbury,  Evesham,  and  down  below 
Wyre  to  Pershore,  Strenhan,  Eckincton,  Defford, 
Bredon  and  Twyning  Fleet ;  the  best  of  the  fish 
have  been  taken  with  the  stewed  wheat  and  malt. 
Perch  have  been  going  we'l  at  the  minnow  and 
worm,  but  no  extraordinary  fish,  of  any  size  have 
been  taken.  Chub  have  been  taken  with  the  fly, 
but  bottom  fishing  has  been  most  successful.  The 
Avon  at  the  present  time,  owing  to  the  recent 
rains,  ia  well  worth  a  visit ;  and  now  that  the  best 
part  of  the  year  is  at  hand,  what  with  the  roach, 
perch,  chub,  bream,  and  the  pike  in  good  condition, 
this  river  in  the  parts  mentioned  is  well  worth 
a  visit.  On  the  Trent  sport  has  been  good,  some 
fine  catches  of  roach,  chub,  and  bream  having  been 
had.  Dace  have  been  taken  with  the  maggot,  and 
on  the  canal  in  this  district,  in  the  part  rented  by 
the  Birmingham  Association  and  below  the  Spring 
Planks,  some  good  catchf  s  have  been  had  On  the 
Severn  sport,  owing  to  the  recent  rain,  has  been 
good,  and  those  who  go  out  to-day  (Saturday)  and 
to-morrow  will  find  that  their  expectations  will  be 
more  than  realised.  Pool  fishing  has  been  on  the 
whole  very  good,  and  owing  to  the  recent  rains  the 
canals  will  yield  some  good  sport. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  on  the  Fen  waters  has  not  been  so  good 
this  week  as  last,  the  unsettled  weather  having 
undoubtedly  affected  the  sport.  Heavy  rain  has 
fallen  at  times,  and  the  weather  has  been  much 
colder.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing to  find  that  bream  have  been  less  active.  True, 
.scores  of  fish  have  been  captured  on  the  Witham, 
but  as  a  rule  they  have  run  considerably  smaller, 
and  a  fish  of  41b.  has  been  rather  the  exception  than 
the  rule.  From  most  waters,  too,  comes  the  report 
that  roach  fishing  has  fallen  off.  Anglers  who  have 
paid  due  regard  to  ground -baiting  have  taken  a  few 
decent  bags  with  the  maggot  and  paste  baits,  but 
very  few  lots  have  exceeded  61b.  or  71b.  Perch 
have  taken  kindly  to  the  worm,  and  so  far  as  the 
Forty-foot  is  concerned,  this  is  about  the  only  fish 
that  has  furnished  anything  like  satisfactory  sport. 
Odd  fish  of  thi^  sort  have  run  up  to  21b.,  and  many 
have  been  killed  weighing  from  Jib.  to  lib.  each. 
The  waters  remain  in  fair  condition,  but  warmer 
and  more  settled  weather  is  wanted  before  the  sport 
improves. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  continues  fairly  good  on  the  river  Hull,  and 
some  good  specimen  roach  and  dace  secured  during 
the  past  wfek  from  various  parts,  both  of  the  river 
nnd  Driffield  canal.  The  Market  Weighton  canal 
has  also  provided  local  anglers  with  first-class  sport, 
and  several  club  matches  have  been  fished  recently 
with  fair  results,  both  at  Newport  and  Broomfleet, 
and  amongst  which  the  members  of  the  Central 
Hull  Angling  Afsociation  weighed  in  54lb.  T^oz.  The 
members  of  the  North  Myton  Association  also  had  a 
good  catch  of  fish  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport, 
Messrs.  R.  H.  Barlow,  Mark  Darby,  and  Arthur 
Marshall  sharing  the  first  three  prizes.  The  Holder- 
neas  Association  also  fished  a  match  on  the  canal. 
Ml"'  W,  Hewson  topping  the  prize  winners  with 


31b.  I44OZ.,  with  Mr.  W.  Crossland  second  with 
31b.  60Z. ;  and  at  a  match  of  the  Kingston  Rovers 
Club  Mr.  F,  Willons  secured  31b.  13Joz.  for  first 
prize.  The  river  Ancholme  also  continues  to  pro- 
^  ide  good  sport  amongst  roach  and  bream ;  and  at 
ft  match  of  the  Hull  Market  Hall  A.  S..  Mr.  Walter 
Chapman  took  first  honour  with  61b.  1.5Joz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

A  slight  improvement  has  been  noticeable  on  the 
lake  amongst  the  trout  and  char.  There  will  be  a 
little  whipping  and  troUin'  available  before  the 
season  comes  to  an  end.  Pike  and  perch  arc  not 
feeding  well.  On  the  streams  there  has  been  good 
all-round  fishing,  and  all  waters  are  in  excellent  ply 
for  fly.  The  floods  have  brought  up  a  ((uantity  of 
small  herling,  but  the  big  white  trout,  grilse,  and 
salmon  are  very  scarce.  Night  fishing  amongst  the 
migratory  sea  fish  is  very  good  just  now, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoUin  should  be  in  good  order  for  this  week- 
end after  the  heavy  freshet  early  in  the  week.  The 
Latchford  Angling  Society  had  a  good  contest  last 
Saturday,  Mr.  E,  Taylor  heading  the  prize-winners. 
The  Tyldesley  and  Diset  Anglers,  at  Beeston  Castle, 
did  well,  Mr.  C.  Oakes  taking  first  "prize.  At  Leigh, 
the  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society  turned  out 
out  twenty-three  rods,  and  caught  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  fish  in  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Mr.  J.  Heaton  getting  first  nrize.  The  Clifton 
Anglers,  at  Althorpe,  last  Saturday,  averaged 
80Z.  per  rod,  and  awarded  twenty-eight  prizes,  Mr. 
J.  Duddle  taking  the  first  with  lib.  5joz.  The 
New  Inn  Fishing  Club,  Little  Hulton,  turned  out 
fifty-three  rods,  and  visited  Brock  on  Aug.  20.  Mr. 
P.  Berry  secured  first  prize  with  lib.  6voz.  The 
weights  were  not  good  all  round.  The  Little  Lever 
Centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  will 
fish  their  match  at  Astley  on  Sept.  1 0. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  welcome  break  in  the  weather  has  much 
improved  sport  if  reports  from  rods  going  from  this 
city  are  to  be  accepted.  Reports  of  sea-trout  fish- 
ing arriving  here  from  Scotland  and  Ireland  are 
decidedly  good.  The  George  Angling  Society  are 
due  at  Northwich  to-morrow  to  fish  a  match. 
The  West  Salford  Angling  Society  delegate 
meeting  is  fixed  for  September  9.  The  Royals 
have  a  very  important  meeting  next  Monday, 
August  29.  To-day  and  to-morrow  the  Moss 
Side  Socials  are  concluding  their  championship 
competition  at  Barrow's  Lock.  The  Pendleton 
Angling  Society  had  a  good  time  at  Agden  Bridge, 
catching  plenty  of  fish,  Mr.  W.  Tilston  heading  the 
list.  The  Gordon  Angling  Society  are  due  at 
Althorpe  to-morrow.  The  Openshaw  Centrals  had 
a  good  time  of  it  at  Althorpe  on  Aug.  21,  taking 
over  261b.  of  fish,  Mr.  G.  Beddows  heading  the  list 
with  2i\h. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  rose  between  four  and  five  feet  on 
Wednesday  as  the  outcome  of  tremendous  rain  of 
the  day  previously,  and  the  change  is  ceitain  to 
check  barbelling  operations  for  a  few  days.  But 
of  late  these  game  fish  have  not  shown  much 
tendency  to  accept  either  the  worm  or  greaves. 
The  rise  has  swept  downwards  huge  masses  of 
weed  and  other  rubbish,  and  as  soon  as  normal 
conditions  again  prevail  sport,  all  round,  ought  to 
be  first  rate.  At  Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow 
members  of  the  Wellington  Society  have  been 
creeling  some  grand  lots  of  roach  with  creed  wheat 
and  gentles,  and  before  the  rise  several  trout  were 
hooked  and  returned.  They  were  small  fish,  and 
must  have  been  bred  in  the  waters.  This  fact  is 
an  excellent  testimony  to  the  stocking  and  re- 
stocking process.  Votaries  using  gentles  have  done 
well  amongst  dace  in  the  Hazleford  and  Fiskerton 
districts;  and  on  Saturday  a  subscriber  to  the 
Holme  Pierrepont  stretch  excelled  amongst  chub 
and  roach  with  the  wasp  grub,  or,  rather,  bunch  of 
grubs,  employed  on  light  free-running  tackle.  The 
influx  has  caused  eels  to  run  more  freely,  though  at 
the  psriod  of  writing  one  ciuld  scarcely  keep  in  a 
bait  for  the  pressure  of  loose  weed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  little  angling  done  in  this  district  for  some 
days.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  Severn,  the  river  has  become  much  swollen 
and  discoloured,  and  the  other  rivers  are  affected 
also,  und  very  few  anglers  have  sought  the  water- 
side. On  Aug  21  several  competitions  took  place 
in  the  Severn,  near  Worcester,  and  at  Upton-on- 
Severn,  most  of  them  from  Birmingham.  A  few 
prizes  were  taken  ;  the  specimens  weighed  in  had 
better  not  be  described.  A  day  or  two  previously 
some  heavy  baskets  of  roach  and  bream  were  taken 
in  the  Avon,  one  man's  catch  was  over  401b.  Mr. 
H.  Thomas,  of  the  York  House  Club,  had  a  fine  lot 
of  fish  and  eels  in  (he  Pershore  district  on  Aug.  18, 


Mr,  R.  Lewis  had  twenty  fine  roach  and  four 
bream,  using  the  stewed  wheat  as  bait.  Some  of 
our  anglei-s  wont  a  long  way  to  get  sport,  and  they 
had  it.  Fly,  worm,  and  maggot  were  tried,  but  the 
latter  proved  the  most  killing  bait.  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higgs  and  his  brother  had  a  fine  catch  of  trout, 
grayling,  and  dace.  Others  did  roruarkably  well, 
but  all  complain  of  the  low  temperature,  the  even- 
ings and  early  mornings  being  bitterly  cold,  more 
like  October  than  August,  in  consequence  of  which 
grayling  fishing  has  improved,  but  the  trout  are 
biting  very  shyly,  and  but  few  rose  to  the  fly.  AH 
anglers  are  hoping  for  another  spall  of  fine,  genial 
weather. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  number  of  matches  took  place  on  Saturday, 
August  20.  Members  of  the  York  and  District 
Amalgamation,  to  the  number  of  twenty-two, 
turned  out  for  the  second  sweepstakes  of  the  season 
at  Fulford.  The  Ouse  water  was  very  discoloured, 
and  the  wind  also  gave  trouble.  The  biggest  catch 
of  fish  weighed  only  lib.  lOJoz.,  and  was  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  Comey,  Mr.  A.  Jones  being  second.  The 
York  North-Eastem  A.  A.  visited  Low  Catton,  and 
made  a  small  catch,  in  which  Mr.  H.  Hunter  did 
best.  The  angling  club  connected  with  the  York- 
shire Herald  had  a  drive  to  Wheldrake,  permission 
to  fish  being  granted  by  the  Ings  masters. 
The  Derwent  had  a  good  volume  of  water, 
which  was  clear,  but  the  party  did  well  on  the 
whole.  The  cup  winner  for  a  twelvemonth  was 
Mr.  C.  Wardle,  whose  weight  of  fish  was  21b.  loz.  ; 
Mr.  E.  Simpson  was  second ;  and  Mr.  W.  J.  David- 
son, third.  Following  the  match  was  a  "social"  at 
the  Wenlock  Arms,  when  the  trophy  was  handed 
over  and  was  filled  with  "Mountain  Dew"  to  the 
order  of  the  recipient.  By  permission  of  Colonel 
Dawn  ay,  the  employ  (fs  of  T.  Cooke  and  Son, 
opticians,  York,  held  their  annual  match  in  the 
Ouse  at  Popploton,  which  is  just  outside  the  city  to 
the  north.  A  large  party  of  eighty  assembled.  The 
recent  heavy  rains  had  put  the  water  out  of  condi- 
tion, but  a  very  satisfactory  kill  resulted.  Mr.  Tom 
Fowler's  fish  weighed  31b.  2loz.,  he  being  at  the 
head  of  the  winners.  A  lib.  perch  was  secured  by 
Mr.  J.  Colley,  who  was  fourth.  On  the  occasion  of 
the  annual  match  of  the  Harrogate  Conservative 
A. A.,  in  the  Ure  at  Boroughbridge,  the  silver  cup 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Phi!  Slater  with  21b.  ISJoz  ,  and 
Mr.  H.  Westerman,  of  Leeds,  was  first  for  the 
visitors'  prize  with  15|oz 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  having  exhibited  an  improvement 
from  an  angling  point  of  view,  sport  has  shown  a 
corresponding  improvement  at  nearly  all  stations. 
More  rain,  however,  is  needed  to  put  many  of  the 
rivers  into  angling  order.  At  the  principal  sea- 
trout  fishing  centres,  sport  has  been  good,  and  the- 
back-end  fishing  is  likely  to  be  productive  of  much 
sport  at  those  stations  this  year.  Sea  fishing  has 
yielded  fine  sport  at  pollack,  wrasse,  whiting,  bream, 
mackerel,  etc..  at  all  the  principal  stations  in  Cork 
and  Kerry.  The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  dull 
and  overcast.  Heavy  rain  is  apparently  near,  and 
would  be  welcomed  by  a  legion  of  anglers. 

North  and  East  Ireland. 
Salmon  and  trout  fishing  closed  on  the  Boyne 
water  on  Aug.  12.  On  Aug.  23  a  sturgeon  weighing 
601b.  was  captured  at  Port  Stewart.  From  all 
parts  of  the  north  reports  show  that  the  flax  water 
plague  has  done  comparatively  little  harm  owing 
to  the  high  state  of  the  rivers.  Netting  for  salmon 
and  trout  ceased,  or  is  supposed  to  have  ceased,  on 
Aug.  19  in  Lough  Neagh.  All  the  salmon  streams 
of  the  lough  now  hold  fish.  A  run  of  white  trout 
has  occupied  nearly  all  the  streams  on  the  eastern 
coast  north  of  Dublin. 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


The  drum  of  the  drumfish  has  in  it  something  o 
the  wf  irdness  and  mystery  of  a  roarsh  bird's  croa' 
in  the  darkness,  and  the  cry  of  the  catfish  is 
under  favouring  surroundings  positively  uncanny. 
William  Elliott  says,  in  his  "  North  Carolina  Sports," 
that  in  the  waters  of  Port  Royal  and  Beaufort  in 
calm  weather  and  in  the  afternoon,  which  is  a 
favouiile  time  for  drumming,  the  drum  might  be 
heard  at  a  distance  of  several  hundred  yards  from 
the  river.  His  explanation  of  the  phenomena  was 
that  "'it  is  the  universal  passion  alone  that  gives 
them  utterance,"  a  view  shared  by  George  Brown 
Goode,  who  suggested  that  as  the  sound  is  heard 
especially  in  the  breeding  season  it  *'  is  doubtless 
the  signal  by  which  the  fish  call  to  their  mates." 
This  is  a  theory  which  should  sustain  and  sooth 
the  weary  drum  fisher  waiting  for  a  bite,  and  getting 
only  the  poor  satisfaction  of  hearing  the  drum  in 
the  water  beneath  him.  If  it  be  a  lure,  it  ma- 
bring  another  within  the  attraction  of  his  bait. 
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There  are  circumstances,  however,  under  which  the 
voices  of  fishes  may  be  a  very  real  distress.  Silas 
Steams  once  confessed  that  the  grunting  of  the 
catfish  when  many  were  present  was  very  annoying 
to  him,  and  he  passed  more  than  one  wakeful  night 
from  hearing  it  on  the  southern  coast  when  the  fish 
were  swimming  under  his  boat.  The  drumming 
of  the  squeteague  has  been  studied  at  th«  Marine 
Biological  Laboratory  at  Woods  Hole,  Mass,,  by 
Prof.  R.  W.  Tower,  of  Brown  University,  and 
these  conclusions  are  given  in  the  Bulletin  of  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission : — -1.  There  is  in 
the  squeteague  a  special  drumming  muscle,  lying 
between  the  abdominal  muscles  and  the  psritoneum, 
and  extending  the  entire  length  of  the  abdomen 
on  either  side  of  the  median  line.  2.  The  muscle 
fibres  are  very  short,  and  run  at  right  angles  to  the 
long  axis  of  the  muscle.  3.  The  muscle  is  in  close 
relation  with  the  large  swim-bladder,  and  by  its 
rapid  contractions  produces  a  drumming  sound 
with  the  aid  of  the  tense  bladder,  which  acta  as  a 
sounding-board.  4.  This  muscle  exists  only  in  the 
males,  and  only  the  males  are  able  to  drum. — 
Forest  and  Stream. 


MORE  ABOUT  EELS. 

The  eels  in  the  Isle  of  May  live  in  a  landlocked 
lake,  having  no  communication  with  the  sea,  and 
some  centuries  ago  there  was  a  monastery  on  the 
island,  says  the  Fish  Trades  Oazeite.  Therefore,  it 
is  supposed  that  the  eels  were  introduced  by  the 
monks,  and  have  been  living  in  the  lake  ever  since, 
and,  as  eels  could  not  breed  in  fresh  water,  that  these 
were  the  identical  individual  eels  introduced  to 
provide  fish  diet  on  Fridays,  and  were,  therefore, 
of  great  age.  A  naturalist  named  Sandeman  is  said 
to  have  contributed  a  paper  to  the  Linnean  Society 
showing  that  the  eyes  and  other  organs  of  these 
eels  showed  symptoms  of  senile  decay.     One  is 

-  tempted  to  suggest  that  the  senile  decay  may  have 
been  present  somewhere,  but  not  in  the  eels. 
Lately  we  are  told  it  has  been  held  that  eels  can 
breed  in  fresh  water,  and  the  lighthouse-keeper  on 
the  island  states  that  he  now  finds  eels  of  only 
about  three  feet  in  length,  while  formerly  they  were 
about  five  feet  long.  Mr.  Thomson  ought  to  be 
aware  that,  even  supposing  adult  eels  are  unable  to 
escape  from  the  lake,  which  is  very  improbable,  it 
is  at  least  certain  that  young  eels  from  the  sea,  when 
first  developed  and  about  two  inches  long,  have  no 
difficulty  in  making  their  way  overland  in  wet 
weather  and  reaching  any  landlocked  lake,  pond, 
well,  or  other  body  of  fresh  water.  However,  Mr. 
Thomson  ha?  examined  the  scales  of  some  of  these 
eels.  The  sca'es  are  deeply  buried  in  the  skin,  and 
therefore  could  not  ea-sily  be  shed  or  rnbbod  off, 

i  They  show  rings  very  clearly,  but  whether  these 
are  annual  or  not  Mr.  Thomson  is  unable  at  present 
to  decide,  as  he  has  not  examined  a  series  of  eels  of 
different  sizes.  He  thinks  that  as  these  fish  have  a 
winter  sleep  it  is  very  likely  that  the  rings  on  the 
scales  indicate  zones  of  annual  growth,  and  in  that 
case  the  eels  on  the  Isle  of  May  are  of  no  great  age, 
the  largest  examined,  thirty-five  inches  in  length, 
being,  perhaps,  not  more  than  fourteen  years  old. 
Even  this  seems  a  long  time  for  the  growth  of  an 
eel,  for  female  specimens  three  feet  in  length  are  by 
no  means  rare,  and  as  there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  eels  breed  only  once  and  then  die,  it 
would  be  surprising  if  they  took  fourteen  years  to 
arrive  at  maturity. 


Jlssociaiions,  etc. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
Since  leist  report  five  cases  have  been  relieved.  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  receipt 
of  123.  from  the  Dartmouth  A.S.,  and  £1  10s.  from 
the  late  Nag's  Head  A.S.  As  I  am  taking  a  holiday 
early  next  month,  I  shall  be  glad  if  club  .secretaries 
will  kindly  make  early  application  for  any  tickets 
that  may  be  required,  and  thus  relieve  as  far  as 
possible  Mr.  H.  Moore,  who,  as  usual,  is  good  enough 
to  take  over  my  duties  pro  tern. — W.  H.  Bahbeb, 
9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bu.sh. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  last  meeting,  on  Aug.  16,  Mr.  A.  Armitage 
occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance 
j  of  members.  Two  new  members  recently  proposed 
I  were  elected  members,  and  another  nominated, 
j  As  to  fishing  results,  the  following  have  been  the 
1     most  successful,  all  the  fish  recorded  having  been 

!'  taken  from  the  society's  water  at  Harefield :  Mr. 
Cracknel],  two  nice  shows  of  roach,  largest  fish 
lib,  .5oz. ;  Mr.  Blagrave,  a  few  nice  fish,  best 
lib,  OJoz. ;  Mr.  Barnett,  roach,  lib.  7Joz. ;  and 
I  Messrs.  Wilkins  and  Goble  a  good  sample  of  dace 
i  each.  The  bailiff  reports  that  the  Springwell  to 
♦     Riokmansworth  section  of  water  was  fishing  ex- 

Itremely  well  last  week-end,  and  I  hear  similar 
reports  aa  to  the  Uxbridge  water. — E.  B. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Sea  angling  as  the  season  advances,  is  getting 
well  into  it^  stride.  At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday, 
in  Fetter-lane,  the  absence  of  many  well-known 
faces  was  accounted  for  by  an  unusual  number  of 
letters  from  members,  giving  accounts  of  their 
fishing  from  many  parts  of  our  coast,  and  the 
agents'  reports  were  very  full,  though  the  strong 
winds  and  roush  pea  have  in  many  places  interfered 
with  sport.  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  took  the  chair,  with 
a  full  attendance,  in  spite  of  absentees,  many  of 
them  new  faces,  seeking  information  as  to  prospects 
for  their  holiday  time.  All  this  is  typical,  and  an 
assurance  of  vigorous  life.  Death  and  removals  do 
not  thin  the  society's  numbers  and  its  energy  :  both 
increase.  Reports  from  our  eastern  coasts  were 
scant  in  number  and  importance  ;  bad  weather  the 
cause.  Deal  is  not  yet,  waiting  for  its  whiting ;  our 
north-easterly  breezes  ought  now  to  fetch  them. 
Meanwhile  the  advent  of  the  salmon,  of  which 
several  have  been  taken,  and  a  fair  catch  of  trout 
is  recorded.  On  the  south  coast  bass  are  in 
evidence;  one  of  111b.  was  caught  from  the  shore 
at  Seaford.  Messrs.  E.  and  G.  Clothier  had  good 
takes  of  dabs  and  some  fine  whiting.  At  Bognor 
the  local  society  held  a  competition  on  the  20th  inst. 
for  both  pier  and  boat  fishing,  Mr.  Callen  taking 
first  prize  in  the  latter,  Mrs.  Cook  from  the  pier. 
At  Parkstone,  Dorset,  good  takes  of  bass  up  to 
S|lb.,  plenty  of  whiting  and  pollack  up  to  3jlb., 
bream  and  conger  up  to  14|lb.  Seaton. — Pollack 
one  catch,  twelve,  weight,  501b.  Salcombe. — A 
scarcity  of  mackerel.  Polperro. — Fishing  good,  sixty 
mackerel  taken  in  the  harbour.  Mevagissey. — Good 
mackerel,  pollack  and  bass.  Porthloe. — Pilchard 
well  in,  good  bream  and  pollack.  Coverack. — Good 
fishing.  Penzance. — The  weather  had  sadly  inter- 
fered with  the  sport  of  a  number  of  members  now 
there,  but  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Bates,  and  Mr.  Longstaff 
had  fair  catchf s  when  fishing  was  possible — a  red 
gurnard,  71b.  8oz.,  a  mackerel  of  3^1b.,  and  a 
fair  amount  of  gurnard  and  pouting.  Many 
sharks  of  good  size  were  about  and  had  evidently 
scared  the  fish.  Fowey. — Mr.  Pocklington  had 
three  good  days'  takes  of  pollack  and  bream  and  one 
scad.  A  regrettable  incident  is  recorded,  11,000  tiny 
pollack  were  netted  in  the  harbour,  another 
massacre  of  the  innocents.  Scilly. — -Good  takes  of 
pollack  and  plenty  of  bream,  plaice  and  conger. 
Channel  Islands,  Sark. — Mackerel,  whiting,  and 
bream  plentiful.  Bait  scarce,  140  whiting  taken  in 
two  hours.  Alderney,  St.  Ann's. — Mackerel  more 
plentiful  than  for  many  years  past,  good  takes  of 
bream,  whiting  and  mullet.  Bristol  Channel, 
Minehead. — Big  takes  of  conger  up  to  381b.,  seven 
weighing  1201b.;  three  601b.  Barmouth. — Mackerel 
close  in,  bass  in  the  estuary.  Aberforth,  Cardigan. 
— Plrnty  of  mackerel,  red  gurnard  and  bass. 
Armside,  Westmorland. — Large  catches  of  flounders 
up  to  21b.  Ram.=  ey,  Isle  of  Man.  —  A  new 
member  had  good  success,  conger  up  to  201b., 
several  of  181b.  and  191b.,  ray,  221b.,  197  pollack  up 
to  12^1b.,  three  cod,  gurnard,  etc. ;  Mr.  Lewis  had 
middling  sport  at  Weymouth,  a  wrasse  41b.  OJoz., 
and  some  skate.  Much  tackle,  mostly  new  in  idea, 
was  shown,  prospects  discussed,  and  the  subject  for 
next  Wednesday  was  announced  as  a  discussion : 
"  Should  the  Autumn  Competition  be  continued  at 
Deal,"  opened  by  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary.  A 
large  attendance  is  expected  and  that  the  subject 
will  be  well  threshed  out. — H.  P. 

Bute  Angling  Society  (Cardiff). 

On  Aug.  23  Mr.  J.  E.  England  presided.  The 
annual  match  at  HensoU  Castle  was  most  success- 
ful, when  twenty-five  members  fi-hed.  Mr.  F. 
Gunstone  took  first  prize  with  sixty-nine  fish. 
After  the  match  tench  fishing  was  indulged  in, 
when  six  of  the  best,  averaging  2 Jib.,  are  being  set 
up.  On  Aug.  27  (to-day)  we  fish  our  annual  match 
with  Newport,  and  on  Oct.  21  we  hold  our  annual 
dinner.  The  society  numbers  fifty  members,  and  is 
progressing  favourably. — L.  J.  H.  Smiih. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  very  well  attended  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Broad-street  Restaurant,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday  last 
(Aug.  23),  Mr.  John  Warne  presiding.  Many 
members  reported  fishing  since  previous  meeting. 
Mr.  Begemie  (at  Brighton)  had  taken  some  good 
whiting  ;  Mr.  Mcintosh  (from  the  Ouse)  bream  up 
to  41b.,  also  roach  from  Wraysbury  ;  Mr.  Thompson, 
who  showed  some  nice  trout,  had  also  (from  private 
water)  a  quantity  of  perch ;  Mr.  Warne  (at  St. 
Ives)  had  taken  bream  of  41b.,  besides  other  fish; 
Mr.  Wolff  (at  Wraysbury),  roach  and  gudgeon ; 
Mr.  Dryden  reported  that  a  member  in  Norway  had 
had  very  good  sport,  taking  no  less  than  176  trout 
of  good  size  (running  up  to  51b.),  besides  char 
up  to  lib.  ;  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  (at  Grove  Ferry) 
had  also  had  good  sport  with  perch,  rudd,  and 
roach,  the  latter  running  over  lib.  in  weight,  and 
at  Wraysbury,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon;  Mr. 
Gilbert  (from   same   place),    had   several  good 


dace  ;  Mr.  Graham,  jun.,  dace;  Mr.  Frost,  dace  and 
roach;  and  Mr.  Halls,  roach.  The  medals  in  con- 
nection with  the  Wraysbury  fishing  outing  will  ho 
awardo  1  by  the  committee  at  their  next  meeting. 
There  were  several  inquiries  as  regards  membership, 
and  one  gentleman  was  duly  elected  a  member. 
Mr.  Beamont  received  a  vote  of  thanks  for  a  nice 
photograph  of  Grove  Ferry ;  Dr.  Ladell  also 
received  a  vote  of  thanks  for  a  well  preserved  head 
of  giant  wrasse.  Great  pleasure  was  evinced  at 
the  genial  doctor's  presence,  and  he  was  con- 
gratulated on  bis  recovery  from  his  severe  illness. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Last  Tuesday's  meeting  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  J.  P.  Connollan.  Several  applications  were 
received  for  membership.  The  discussion,  "  What 
I  Saw,  Heard,  and  Learnt  at  the  Tournament," 
referred  to  in  last  week's  report,  is  fixed  for  Sept.  13. 
Members'  friends  will  be  cordially  welcomed. 
Fishing  reports  were  rather  meagre,  many  members 
being  on  their  holidays,  but  some  very  fair  catches 
of  fish  were  reported.  Mr.  Mark  Davies  spent 
a  few  days  at  Mildenhall,  and  took  some  capital 
dace  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Cha^teney  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fish  stretches  of  the  Dee,  Don, 
and  Ythan,  and  took  some  capital  finnock 
and  sea-trout.  The  low  state  of  the  rivers 
during  his  visit  was  against  heavy  baskets,  but  he 
described  his  holiday  as  a  very  enjoyable  one. 
Mr.  Head  had  good  sport  with  barbel  at  Staines, 
and  Mr.  Salmimd  accounted  for  a  capital  basket  of 
roach.  Mr.  Lindwall  had  a  varied  assortment  of 
roach,  perch,  and  gudgeon  from  the  Colne.  Mr. 
Eldred,  in  a  week  on  the  upper  Thames,  took  some 
good  chub  and  some  fine  dace  from  the  Evenlode 
with  the  fly.  Soma  excellent  takes  of  sea  fish  were 
had  by  a  member  staying  at  Dungeness,  his  bag  on 
several  occasions  being  particularly  heavy. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  presided  over  a  small  meeting 
on  Aug.  24.  The  team  to  fish  in  the  Anclers' 
Association  Shield  Competition  on  Aug.  28  was 
settled  as  follows:  Messrs.  Attwood,  Ellis  Forbes, 
J.  Parsons,  Shaw,  Woodruff,  and  GreenhilL  The 
outing  to  Reedham  was  marred  by  salt  tides,  and 
the  catches  were  very  small.  As  a  proof  of  the 
extreme  salfcnesa  members  were  startled  by  the 
appearance  time  after  time  of  crabslovingly  hugging 
their  gentles  or  paste.  Mr.  Dunn  caught  the  besc 
fish,  a  roach  of  l|lb.  The  only  others  taking  Bah 
were  : — Mr.  Woodruff,  roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  Att- 
wood, roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  Scholefield,  bream  ; 
Mr.  Westrup,  roach  up  to  lib.  3oz.,  and  bream. 
Other  reports  of  catches  were  from  Mr.  Ellis  Forbes, 
some  good  cla=s  roach  from  the  Lea;  Mr.  H.  Dunn, 
perch  up  to  lib.  6oz.,  roash  up  to  I  jlb.,  and  a  fair 
sample  of  chub  from  private  waters  ;  Mr.  J.  Potter, 
from  our  Barford  Fishery,  a  take  of  twenty  perch 
from  fib.  to  l-l\b.,  and  many  roach  up  to  lib. — U.  W 
Holloway  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  F.  Berry  weighed  in  one  trout,  51b.  9|oz., 
seven  grayling,  four  of  which  were  specimens  up  to 
lib.  lOJpz.,  lOlb.  lloz.  of  roach,  and  51b.  7ioz.  of 
dace  ;  Mr.  T.  Stone,  grayling,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr. 
F.  H.  Clay,  231b.  of  roach,  four  of  which  were 
specimens  up  to  lib.  12oz. ;  Mr.  T.  Lewis,  roach  and 
jack  ;  Mr.  Radbum,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Howlett,  roach 
and  bream. — H.  C.  Martin. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Colonel  Graham  Gordon  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  when  members  had  the  pleasure  of  con- 
gratulating the  esteemed  vice-president,  Mr.  E.  J. 
Walker,  on  his  capture  of  the  magnificent  chub  at 
Christchurch,  referred  to  in  last  week's  Field  and 
Fishing  Gazette.  The  fish  weighed  71b.  5oz.,  and 
was  taken  on  cheese  paste.  It  is  lib.  3oz.  heavier 
than  any  example  of  this  particular  variety  of 
pisces  in  the  Society's  collection  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant.  Mr.  Walker,  in  giving  an  interest- 
ing accormt  of  his  catch,  said  that  he  was 
confident  there  were  still  larger  chub  in  the 
Avon,  and  hopes  some  day  to  record  the  grassing 
of  an  even  better  fish  than  that  which  it 
w£is  his  good  fortune  to  secure  last  week.  It  is 
needless  to  add  that  the  popular  vice-president's 
unusually  good  luck  was  most  gratifying  to  his 
brother  Piscatorials.  Cooper's  have  the  chub  to 
preserve,  so  that  in  due  course  members  will  prob- 
ably be  able  to  get  a  sight  of  the  magnificent  speci 
men  in  question.  Roach  had  been  feeding  well  at 
Uxbridge,  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  getting  four  dozen 
on  one  occasion,  and  roach  and  a  bream  of  31b 
13oz.  on  another.  Mr.  Mason  tried  the  pike,  and 
landed  eight  small  ones,  spinning.  There  was  no 
news  from  either  the  Lambourn  or  Kennet.  A 
telegram  was  received  from  Messrs.  C.  Butter  and 
H.  H.  Brown  at  Obbe,  in  Skye,  stating  that  they 
had  on  Saturday  had  pollack  up  to  8lb.,  and  on 
Monday  seven  brace  of  sea-trout. — Hon.  Sec. 
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"  One  must  be  very  just  not  to  think  unjust  all  the 
'proceedings  of  one's  enemies.''' — G.  Toubnade. 


With  the  advent  of  September,  sea  fishing  and 
fea  fishing  competitions  become  very  popular.  The 
first  is  the  Weymouth  Sea  Angling  Society,  wliich 
commences  on  Sept.  12,  and  is  continued  on  Sept, 
14,  15,  and  10.  The  Borough  of  Soutliend  hold 
their  annual  festival  on  Sept.  24,  2.5,  and  26,  fuller 
particulars  of  which  shall  appear  next  week< 


Mb.  F.  Clay,  of  Carter  &  Co.'s,  writes  from  the 
Greyhound,  Fordingbridge,  on  Aug.  23 :  "I  have  had 
a  few  days'  roaching  at  Fordingbridge,  and  find  the 
Avon  in  excellent  condition,  with  every  prospect  of 
big  takes  of  fish.  The  river  is  a  nice  colour,  and 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening  the  fish  bite 
freely.  I  have  had  good  fish  each  day.  Amongst 
a  total  of  401b.  taken  to-day  are  fish  of  21b.  and 
21b.  2oz.  ;  the  majority  run  from  lib.  to  l|lb.  A 
particular  feature  of  the  Avon  in  this  district  is  the 
absence  in  a  day's  take  of  small  fish.  During  my 
stay  I  have  not  hooked  an  undersized  fish,  and  this 
is  the  rule,  not  the  exception.  Anyone  wanting 
good  roaching  cannot  do  better  than  drop  a  line  to 
F.  Jeffries,  Glen-road,  Fordingbridge,  who  is  an 
excellent  fisherman,  with  a  knowledge  of  almost 
every  good  swim  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 
One  thing  to  be  remembered  is,  have  a  decent 
sized  hook,  8's  are  not  too  large,'and  have  them 
mounted  on  2x  gut." 


Me.  a.  Jabdine,  replying  to  a  question  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  20  re  "large  bream,"  says  : 
"I  saw  one  at  the  Norwich  National  Fisheries, 
1880,  also  at  the  International  Fisheries,  South 
Kens-ington,  1883,  which  weighed  ll^lb.,  and 
measured  two  feet  two  inches  in  length  by  eleven 
inches  in  depth.  It  was  captured  in  a  large  pond 
by  Mr.  T.  H.  Creamer,  of  Norwich,  at  Beeston  Regis, 
near  King's  Lynn,  Norfolk,  and  exhibited  by  Mr. 
T.  E.  Gunn,  St.  Gile's-street,  Norwich." 


Mb.  W.  Weight  was  fishing  with  Kemp,  the 
Norwich  professional,  recently  at  Reedham,  when 
the  twp  rods  landed  651b.  of  fine  bream,  largest  4 Jib., 
also  a  roach  scaling  lib.  12^oz. 


^  Me.  W.  G.  TtJNNiCLirFE  has  been  fishing  (two 
rods)  on  the  Broad  Waters,  near  Wolverton,  Bucks, 
adjoining  the  Great  Ouse.  On  Aug.  19,  921b.  of 
bream  were  captured,  heaviest  fish  41b,  All  in- 
formation regarding  this  fishing  can  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  W.  H.  Tarry,  Victoria  Hotel,  Wolverton. 
The  distance  is  52J  miles  from  Euston  Station. 


A  MEMBEE  of  the  Bristol  Golden  Carp  Angling 
Association,  Mr.  T.  H.  Jones,  fishing  in  the  river  Brew, 
Highbridge,  Somerset,  on  Aug.  19,  caught  a  fine 
carp,  weighing  131b.  12oz.  (a  record  carp  for  that 
river).  It  gave  a  most  exciting  half-hour's  sport, 
and  is  now  in  the  bands  of  the  taxidermist. 


The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  have  opened 
their  fine  reservoir  at  Blagdon  this  season  for  fish- 
ing, and  good  catches  of  trout  have  been  made.  A 
record  was,  however,  established  on  Saturday, 
Aug.  20,  when  Mr.  H.  Carter  Webber,  of  Keynsham, 
was  fortunate  enough  to  land  six  fine  Loch  Levens, 
which  weighed  in  the  aggregate  26Jlb.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  the  fish  and  their  weights :  5lb. 
(length  18in.),  7ilb.  (22in.),  3|lb.  (17in.),  4|:lb. 
(17in.),  2ilb.  (15in.),  and  41b.  (19in.).  The 
VJ-pounder  made  a  splendid  fight  of  it,  but  had  to 
give  in  at  last  to  the  skill  of  the  angler. 

It  may  be  stated  that  the  reservoir  is  easily 
reached  from  Bristol.  The^  company  charge  a 
guinea  per  day  fishing  from  the  boat  (including 
boatman),  and  lOs.  6d.  from  the  bank.  Formerly, 
only  fiy  fishing  was  allowed,  but  now  spinning  is 
also  permitted. 


The  Buckley  Otter  Hounds  continue  to  have 
excellent  sport,  and  on  Saturday  (August  20) 
accounted  for  a  fine  dog  otter  on  the  Tanat,  near 
Llanyblodwel,  and  which  turned  the  scale  at  211b. 
He  afforded  a  splendid  chase  for  a  long  time  before 
being  brought  to  book,  and  [this  makes  a  total  of 
twenty-four  otters  brought  to  hand  so  far  this 
season. 


He  :  "The  men  among  the  Quakers  always  wear 
their  hats  in  church."  She  :  "  How  ridiculous  !  As 
if  anyone  could  be  interested  in  men's  hats." 


This  is  from  Mr.  Harry  Dowsett,  of  Hastings: — 
"  Dear  Drag, — Have  you  ever  had  any  experience 
like  the  following,  which  is  an  absolute  fact  in  every 
detail  ?  Mr.  Howe,  one  of  our  members,  fishing  a 
few  days  ago  in  the  Military  Canal  at  Appledore, 
hooked  a  fine  eel ;  imagine  his  surprise  to  find  that 
the  eel,  in  its  struggles,  had  embraced  a  bream  of 
IJlb.,  and  held  it  so  tightly  that  both  fish  were 
landed  at  the  same  time  !  No  net  being  handy,  they 
were  lijted  out  of  the  water.  Mr.  Tharle,  another 
member,  witnessed  this  unique  capture."  [I  sup- 
pose I  should  not  be  far  out  if  I  guessed  that  the 
tackle  was  supplied  by  Mr.  H.  Dowsett.] 


With  the  thousands  who  daily  pass  up  and  down 
Fleet-street,  how  few  ever  think  of  that  lonely  grave 
in  the  Temple  where  sleeps  Oliver  Goldsmith — alone 
in  death,  near  a  street  in  which  the  fever  of  life  is 
at  its  acutest,  as  brains  there  work  for  all  mankind. 
Five  minutes  out  of  the  rush  in  the  (juiet  Temple 
by  the  poet's  grave  may  give  sweet  dew-drops  to 
a  dry  soul,  and  preach  one  of  God's  sermons,  which 
need  no  wooden  or  stone  pulpit. 


OUR  F.G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Me.  p.  W.  K.  Wallis 


Is  an  active  member  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington 
Angling  Society,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
all  the  waters  rented  by  that  well-known  society. 
He  is  without  a  doubt  one  of  the  most  graceful  and 
skilful  anglers  that  ever  threw  a  line  on  either  Trent 
or  Derwent,  and  his  many  noteworthy  takes  of  all 
kinds  of  coarse  fish  are  proverbial.  He  was  one  of 
the  five  Nottingham  anglers  who  competed  in  the 
Crystal  Palace  Tournament  on  July  22  and  23, 
when  he  cast  from  the  reel,  in  Competition  R 
(Amateurs),  with  a  light  float,  an  aggregateof  235ft. 
—77ft.,  79ft.,  79ft.  In  May,  1896,  at  the  Wimbledon 
Tournament,  he  was  first  in  the  Nottingham  style, 
and  consequently  is  the  winner  of  the  World's 
Amateur  Championship  light  float  casting.  He 
also  holds  the  record  for  the  Trent  with  a  chub 
of  71b.  loz.  For  seven  years  in  succession  he 
has  won  the  Sir  Henry  Bromley  Cup,  given  to  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Anglers  for  the  champion- 
ship of  the  year,  and  received  seven  gold  medals 
awarded  for  specimen  fiah.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
London  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  It  is  a  real  pleasure  to 
see  him  casting  direct  from  the  winch  (a  Notting- 
ham centre,  specially  made  by  Mr.  Slater  at  Mr. 
Wallis's  suggestion),  and  many  less  skilful  in  the 
craft  who  have  watched  him  closely  ask,  "  How  is  it 
done  ?"  He  is  highly  respected  by  hosts  of  friends 
from  all  parts,  and  deservedly  so,  for  no  more 
pleasant,  retiring,  unostentatious  angler  has  it  ever 
been  my  lot  to  meet.  He  is  a  good  all-round  barbel 
and  roach  angler,  and  on  one  occasion,  in  a  single 
outing,  fishing  from  a  swim  over  sixteen  feet  in 
depth,  captured  ninety-five  roach  weighing  701b. 
He  returns  all  roach  under  12oz.,  and  other  fish  in 
proportion.  The  Trent,  Thames,  and  Lea  styles  for 
roach  fishing  are  all  different,  but  should  he  be 
selected  as  one  of  the  Nottingham  contingent  in  the 
forthcoming  match  "France  v.  England,"  some  of 
our  French  anglers  will  want  him  to  tell  them  "  how 
it's  done." 


"To  the  calculating  crank,"  says  the  Estates  Gazette 
of  Aug.  20,  "even  when  he  professes  to  be  a  lover  of 
sport,  nothing  is  sacred.  We  have  had  in  the  past 
estimates  innumerable  of  the  cost  of  grouse  shooting 
and  deer  stalking,  and  now  a  writer  comes  forward 
to  impress  us  with  the  £  s.  d.  of  trout  fishing  in  the 
North  Country.  According  to  a  contemporary,  this 
arithmetician  takes  as  the  basis  of  his  figures  two 
cages,  one  a  subscription  club  of  forty-five  members. 
Four  thousand  trout  were  caught,  at  a  cost  of  £260, 
including  £100  for  rent.  Each  fish  thus  cost  the 
club  Is.  3Jd.,  and  the  average  weight  was  about 
three  to  the  pound.  In  another  case  the  fishing  was 
two  miles  of  a  good  brook,  which  yielded  1000  trout. 
The  rental  was  valued  at  £50  a  year.  This  puts  the 
price  at  Is.  each  trout  caught ;  but  the  fish  were 
smaller,  running  about  four  to  the  pound. 

***** 

"Thus  the  average  cost  per  pound  was  about  4s., 
not  including  the  expense  of  rods,  flies,  casts, 
waders,  and  other  tackle.  Of  course,  people  who 
bring  matters  to  so  rigid  a  cash  basis  as  this  make 
no  allowance  on  the  credit  side  for  the  joys  of 
country  life,  with  its  health-giving,  invigorating 
influences  and  atmosphere.  But  as  a  curiosity  the 
calculation  is  worth  reproduction,  and  it  may  be 
added,  on  the  same  authority,  that  fishing  in  our 
southern  waters  is  still  more  costly.  The  enthusi- 
astic angler,  however,  is  not  at  all  likely  to  be 
dismayed.  He  can  still  on  occasion  continue 
flogging  the  waters  for  hours  without  obtaining 
even  a  bite,  and  count  himself  amply  rewarded  for 
his  outlay,  keeping  up  his  spirits  with  hopes  for  the 
future  and  memories — maybe  slightly  magnified — 
of  piscatorial  triumphs  in  the  past." 


Amusement,  that  monthly  magazine  of  sane 
recreation  and  disguised  instruction,  has  made  its 
second  appearance.  No.  2  is  better  than  No.  1 — 
and  that  means  much.  "  A  Tribute  to  Wilson 
Barrett "  is  an  excellent  bit  of  eulogy — not  over- 
done. There  are  some  excellent  stories,  articles  on 
the  opera,  poems,  and  other  good  things,  which 
"give  delight  and  hurt  not,"  and  the  magazine  ia 
well  printed. 


MoBE  "  Cats !  "  I  am  reminded  that  the  recent 
jotting  re  the  cat  going  up  a  tree,  eating  the  young 
pigeons,  an4  leaving  some  kittens  in  their  place,  was 
all  correct,  so  far  as  it  went,  but  it  appears  that  the 
old  pigeons  aro  to  be  seen  every  morning  stealing 
milk ,  from  the  churns  and  taking  it  up  to  the 
kittens ! 


A  MAGiSTBATE  the  other  day  saw  a  convict  who 
had  a  pet  rat.  "  Ah,"  said  he,  "you  have  a  pet,  I 
see  !  "  "  Yes,  this  'ere  rat,"  replied  the  convict. 
"  I  feeds  'im  every  day.  I  think  more  o'  that  'ere 
rat  than  any  other  living  creature."  "Ah,  in  every 
man  there's  something  of  the  angel  left  if  only  one 
can  find  it !  How  came  you  to  take  such  a  fancy  to 
the  rat  ?  "    "  Why,  cos  'e  bit  the  warder !  " 


I  ALWAYS  do  my  best  to  tell  anglers  where  and 
how  they  may  get  fish,  and  sometimes  how  to  cook 
it,  but  next  to  catching  and  cooking  is  the  eating. 
"Where  shall  I  dine?"  is  to  many  City  men  a 
question  of  great  importance.  Within  sound  and 
sight  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  (to  be  exact,  74, 
Ludgate  Hill)  there  nestles  one  of  the  most 
comfortable,  even  palatial,  restaurants  which  the 
City  of  London  can  boast.  It  is  known  as 
the  Grand  Cafe  Restaurant  de  Paris.  Under 
previous  management  I  have  dined  £and  supped 
there  sumptuously  and  reasonably  on  many  occa- 
sions. There  are  hundreds  of  London  anglers  who 
will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway  (late 
manager  of  Scott's  Restaurant)  has  taken  over  the 
management  of  the  Cafe  de  Paris,  and  all  who 
know  him  can  vouch  for  his  capabilities  as  a  caterer, 
and  those  who  do  not  should  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  making  his  acquaintance. 


The  handsome  chub  recorded  in  last  week's 
"Jottings"  as  weighing  71b.  8oz.  was  weighed  by 
"Dragnet"  and  Mr.  John  Cooper  (who  kindly 
brought  the  fish  to  St.  Dunstan's  House)  in  the 
presence  of  two  other  witnesses,  and  would  have 
gone  another  half-ounce  if  it  were  necessary  to 
brand  such  a  beauty  with  drams  or  shots.  The 
chub  was  wiped  perfectly  clean,  and  the  Glacia- 
line  or  borax  powder  could  not  have  weighed 
more  than  half-an-ounce.  As  the  Editor  suggests 
that  some  of  the  powder  was  put  in  the  fish,  I 
communicated  with  Mr.  Cooper,  who  replied,  "  I 
sent  you  the  fish  as  I  received  it.  There  was  a  little 
white  powder  in  the  gills,  but  not  enough  to  weigh 
three  ounces."  One  of  the  scales  must  have  been 
out  of  order ;  but  it  was  not  the  scales  upon  which 
this  "  champion  "  chub  was  weighed  by 
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"glofcs  from  i^c  ^oxtl).. 


Heb  Majesty  the  Queen  passed  up  to  Mar 
Lodge  on  Saturday  morning  (Aug.  20),  where  she 
will  spend  some  time  with  the  Duchesa  of  Fife. 
The  I'rincess  Victoria  accompanied  her  mother, 
and  en  roiHe  they  had  a  look  in  upon  the  Prince  of 
Wales'3  children  at  Abergeldie  Castle. 

Both  the  Queen  and  Princess  Victoria  are  keen 
trout  anglers,  and  in  the  Mar  Lodge  policies  they 
have  a  fine  pond — an  old  reservoir — at  their  dis- 
posal, well  stocked  with  Loch  Levens  as  well  as 
native  trout. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  working  his  way  north  to 
Deeside  for  the  stag  shooting  season,  which  seldom 
begins  before  Sept.  1.  He  will  find  the  Dee  in 
better  fettle  than  he  has  yet  done  at  the  end  of 
August  if  present  conditions  prevail ;  and  the 
chances  are  that  he  will  get  some  sport. 


One  of  our  best  trout  anglers  on  the  Don  has  up 
to  date  run  up  a  total  of  435  fish,  scaling  3951b. 
He  never  keeps  anything  under  half  a  pound,  and 
uses  fly,  clear-water  worm,  and  minnow  as  the  river 
suits. 


The  brown  trout  season  is  practically  over,  and 
although  it  does  not  legally  end  till  Oct.  15,  only  in 
late  districts  and  on  lochs  wUl  much  sport  be  got. 
The  trout  are  off  the  fly,  and  even  the  clear  water- 
worm  is  being  refused. 


The  dressing  of  the'^Queen  Joan  I  gave  a  week  or 
BO  ago  was  incorrect.  It  should  have  been:  Tail, 
Red  Ibis ;  body,  Black  Mohair  (ribbed  silver  oval)  ; 
hackle.  Black  ;'wing.  Teal  or  Wigeon  ;  per  favour  of 
Mackay,  Bridge-street,- Aberdeen. 

Tlie  tidal  waters  of  all  our  east  coast  rivers  are 
teeming  with  fresh  run  finnock.  The  South  Esk  at 
Montrose  is  a  bit  of  fine  free  water ;  then  the  Dee, 
Ythan,  and  Ugie  may  be  fished  at  nominal  daily 
rates,  while  most  of  the  Moray  Firth  streams  are 
open. 


The  number  of  cases  of  illegal  fishing  during  the 
Sunday's  slap  shows  that  lessees  will  risk  the  fine 
for  the  chance  of  a  big  haul  otherwise.  Another 
case  from  the  Cove,  near  Aberdeen,  was  up  last  week, 
when  the  lessee  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  mulcted  in 
£5  12s.,  a  mere  flea  bite  compared  with  the  profit 
otherwise. 


The  finnock  on  most  salmon  rivers  and  fishing 
stations  is  a  perquisite  of  the  fishermen,  and  just 
now  they  are  reaping  a  rich  harvest  on  the  Dee. 
From  the  boathouse  I  watched  them  one  day  last 
week  place  their  net  deliberately  across  the  stream, 
and  afterwards  learned  that  two  boxes  of  finnock 
were  the  result  of  their  illegal  operation.  This  is 
no  second  hand  story,  but  plain  simple  facts. 

The  last  phase  of  the  Don  case,  which,  led  by  the 
Earl  of  Kintore,  the  riparian  proprietors  have  won 
against  the  Piries  for  abstracting  more  than  their 
due  of  water  for  their  mills,  was  disposed  of  in  the 
Court  of  Session  last  week,  when  the  report  of  the 
experts  was  passed  by  Lord  Kyllachie  and  made 
perpetual.  Special  Scotch. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company  give  notice  that 
their  new  cross- channel  service  between  Heysham 
and  Belfast  will  commence  on  Thursday,  Sept.  1. 
The  harbour  is  practically  completed  so  far  as 
cross-channel  traffic  is  concerned.  The  accommo- 
dation consists  of  a  large  quay  with  a  commodious 
passenger  station  alongside,  to  and  from  which  the 
trains  will  run,  enabling  passengers  to  embark 
direct  from  train  to  ship  and  vice  versa.  As  at 
present  arranged  there  will  be  daily  sailings  between 
Heysham  and  Belfast  and  Heysham  and  Dublin, 
and  twice  weekly  between  Heysham  and  London- 
derry. There  is  a  depth  of  17ft.  in  the  harbour  and 
40ft.  outside  the  entrance  at  low  water  ordinary 
spring  tides,  with  landing  facilities  at  all  states  of 
the  tide,  and  a  quay  length  of  3000ft.  The  equip- 
ment of  the  harbour  is  of  the  most  modern 
description.  The  passenger  station,  goods  sheds, 
fish  stage,  and  harbour  are  fitted  with  electric  lifts 
and  cranes  and  electric  light.  With  regard  to  tlie 
new  steamers,  the  Londonderry  may  be  taken  as  a 
typical  example  of  the  service.  She  is  claimed  to 
be  the  fastest  stei^mer  on  the  crofs-channel  service. 
Her  principal  dimensions  are  330ft.  by  42ft.  by 
1  Sft.  to  upper  deck,  and  25ft.  6in.  to  promenade 

:ck.    She  is  built  of  mild  steel  to  scantlings 


approved  by  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  amply  aub- 
divided  by  water-tight  compartments  so  as  to 
ensure  safety.  The  electric  lighting  installation, 
which  is  on  the  single  wire  system,  is  supplied  with 
current  by  duplicate  sets  of  turbo-electric  genera- 
tors. The  vessel  is  ventilated  on  the  thermo-tank 
system,  which  secures  a  supply  of  suitably  warmed 
air  driven  by  electrio  fans  through  trunks  to  all 
compartments  of  the  vessel.  The  first  -  class 
accommodation  is  situated  amidships,  with  the 
third-class  between  the  main  and  mizzen  hatch- 
ways, while  accommodation  is  provided  for  drovers 
at  the  after  end  of  the  vessel.  Above  the  promenade 
deck  amidships  there  is  a  shade-deck  which  forms 
an  airy  promenade  for  first-class  passengers  in  fine 
weather,  and  shelters  the  deck  below  during  rain. 
From  the  shade-deck  a  large  companion  leads  down 
to  the  first-class  accommodation  on  the  promenade 
deck.  Each  cabin  is  fitted  up  in  a  comfortable 
manner  with  spring  mattresses,  wash-stands,  etc. 
Abaft  the  large  vestibule  is  the  smoking-room, 
the  roof  of  which  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  steel 
dome  lined  with  anaglypta.  The  cushions  are 
upholstered  in  green  buffalo  hide,  and  ample 
veatilation  is  secured  by  means  of  an  electric  fan. 
On  the  port  side  is  a  ladies'  room  with  a  dado  of 
waxed  oak,  the  upper  portion  of  the  sides  being  in 
Tynecastle  tapestry  finished  ivory  white.  Abaft 
this  are  several  ladies'  state  rooms  finished  similarly 
to  those  for  gentlemen.  The  Londonderry,  like  the 
other  vessels  composing  the  new  fleet  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Company,  has  been  built  from 
the  design  of  the  company's  naval  architects,  Messrs. 
Biles,  Gray,  and  Co.,  of  London  and  Glasgow,  and 
has  been  superintended  during  her  construction  by 
their  representative.  The  new  fast  passenger  and 
goods  services  in  connection  with  the  sailings  have 
been  arranged  from  and  to  London  and  all  prin- 
cipal towns  served  by  the  Midland  Railway,  com- 
mencing Sept.  1.  Particulars  of  the  train  itimes, 
sailings,  rates,  fares,  etc.,  will  be  supplied  by  the 
Midland  Company  on  application  to  headquarters 
or  the  district  offices  and  stations. 


SEQUEL  TO  A  FISHING  CONTEST. 


At  Bridgnorth,  on  Saturday  (Aug.  20),  George 
Davies,  Harry  Goodman,  Frank  Owens,  Charles 
Oakley,  and  George  Pugh,  members  of  the  Kidder- 
minster Angling  Society,  were  summoned  by 
WUliam  Crumpstone,  of  Buildwas,  water  bailiff  to 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  for  fishing  for  trout  on 
the  Severn  at  Highley  without  licences.  The  bailiff 
said  these  men  and  others  came  to  Highley  to  take 
part  in  a  fishing  contest.  He  followed  them,  and 
found  that  the  five  defendants  had  no  licence  to  fish 
for  trout.  They  had  the  Anglers'  Association  tickets. 
One  of  the  men  said  they  were  fishing  for  anything 
they  could  catch.  Mr.  Walter  Reed,  secretary  of 
the  Kidderminster  Angling  Society,  said  it  was  a 
coarse  fishing  conteat,  and  if  a  man  had  caught  a 
trout  he  knew  that  the  rule  was  to  return  it  to  the 
river.  Mr.  Ivens,  who  defended,  said  this  was  a  case 
of  some  importance,  and  was  being  watched  by  all  the 
coarse  fishermen  in  the  Midlands.  This  was  a  legiti- 
mate coarse  fishing  competition,  with  the  secretary 
in  charge,  who  would  report  any  breach  of  the  rules, 
and  the  bailiff  was  present  some  of  the  time.  Was 
it  likely  the  men  would  go  there  with  the  intention 
of  catching  trout  ?  These  men  had  an  aggregate 
experience  of  thirty-five  years'  fishing  in  the  Severn, 
and  during  that  time  they  had  not  caught  a  trout 
bottom  fishing  as  they  were  doing  on  this  occasion. 
In  the  face  of  the  decision  in  the  High  Court, 
"Marshall  v.  Richardson,"  and  in  view  of  repeated 
decisions  against  the  prosecutors,  he  submitted  it 
was  cruel  to  drag  five  men  from  their  work  in 
Kidderminster  to  Bridgnorth  when  such  a  forlorn 
hope  might  have  been  met  by  summoning  one. — 
Col.  Wakeman  said  the  Bench  were  quite  satisfied 
that  no  offence  htid  been  committed,  that  it  was  a 
coarse  fishing  competition,  and  therefore  the  cases 
would  be  dismissed.  The  Fishery  Board  must  pay 
the  costs. — Birmingham  Daily  Post. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTSi 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 

and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 
8044.  Fish  tanks.  Patentee:  E.  Collins,  Mill 
Cottage,  Beaulieu,  Brockenhurst,  Hamp- 
shire. Relates  to  an  arrangement  for 
aerating  the  water  in  fish  tanks  during 
transportation  by  placing  the  tanks  on  a 
rocking  frame.  The  longitudinal  strips 
are  mounted  on  the  curved  rockers,  so 
that  the  water  in  the  tanks  placed  on 
this  frame  may  be  agitated  readily. 
Wedges  may  be  placed  under  the  curved 
parts  when  the  frame  is  required  to 
remain  stationary. 


ANSWERS  TO  G0RRE8P0NDENTS. 

E.  F-  BissHOPP.— Write  to  W.  Coliedge,  House- 
boat Arcady,  Bray,  Berks. 

R.  H.  Sewell.— You  could  not  do  better  than 
purchase  "Letters  to  Sea  Fif'hers,"  price  38.  Od., 
net.  Horace  Cox,  Field  office,  Windsor  House, 
Bream's  Buildings,  London,  E.G. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[PFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


A  NOTE  FROM  ;BETTWS-Y-C0ED. 

Deae  Sib, — Your  correspondence  often  seems  to 
indicate  a  wish  for  local  information  as  to  fishing 
in  the  summer  months.  Hence  a  word  or  two 
about  places  which  one  visits  may  have  interest, 
though  there  be  nothing  sensational  to  record. 

Here  at  Bettws-y-Coed,  in  a  well-known  ancestral 
home  of  intelligent,  methodical  Methody  and 
kindred  persuasions,  handing  down  by  virtue  of 
its  condensed  hardy  sons  and  pretty  daughters  a 
well-corrected,  specialised  form  of  the  proverbial 
idea  that  "Taffy  was  a  Welshman,"  and  also  a 
something  else  rhyming  with  "  belief,"  which  it 
might  be  libellous  to  mention  —  the  ubiquitous 
"week-ender"  coming  by  Saturday  trains  (there 
being  none  next)  day)  of  course  finds  no  Sunday 
fishing  allowed.  On  other  days  crowds  of  trippers, 
amounting  to  hundreds,  pass  through  in  various 
directions  and  in  all  weathers  by  coach,  charabanc 
(English  value  given  to  the  letters),  and  railway, 
shedding  enough  of  their  loads  to  fill  the  hotels, 
lodging-  or  "  rooming  "-houses  (in  American),  and 
refreshment,  dining,  or  tea-places,  of  which  the 
village  mainly  consists ;  the  most  of  other  human 
wants  being  left  for  supply  to  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Llanrwst,  three  or  four  miles  away,  and 
next  station  on  the  railway.  Still  there  are  a  very 
few  shops  often  thronged  where  fishing  flies,  photo- 
graphs, post-cards  of  the  illustrative  kind,  groceries, 
draperies,  tobacco,  and  medicines  may  be  got; 
though  the  bank  to  guard  the  proceeds  of  brisk 
business  only  opens  for  a  few  hours  once  a  week. 

The  surrounding  scenery,  of  its  kind,  is  exquisite, 
wooded  valleys  shut  in  by  heathery  or  rocky  hills, 
through  which  after  rain  the  floods  of  three  or  four 
rivers  rush  tumultuously  at  times,  while  at  others 
the  product  of  successive  wet  days  scarcely  raises 
the  streams. 

Though  the  best  of  the  trouting  season  here 
passed  with  the  month  of  May,  leaving  only  daring 
fingerHngs  to  be  caught  as  a  rule  here  and  there  in 
August,  the  time  of  the  salmon  and  sewin  is  fast 
approaching,  one  of  the  local  sights  being  to  watch 
these  at  flood  time  jumping  at  the  falls  of  Ponty- 
pair  ("  bridge  of  the  Cauldron  ")  in  the  village.  On 
quieter  days  they  may  be  seen  from  the  banks  or 
bridge  lazily  mouthing  under  the  lambent  liquid  in 
which  they  live,  lying  as  still  as  if  asleep,  and  rarely 
to  be  caught  anywhere  now  till  daylight  fails,  but 
a  month  hence  affording  good  sport  in  the  pools 
above  the  Miners'  Bridge,  or  on  the  Conway  below 
the  famous  Church  pool,  and  other  places  for  three 
miles  further  down  stream. 

At  this  time  when  midges  infest  the  air  and  defy 
most  anti-bite  mixtures,  the  natives  may  be  seen 
with  long  rods  and  salmon  flies  stuck  in  their  cap?, 
wending  their  way  to  the  pools  when  unsuccessful 
angling  visitors  have  returned  to  the  Britishers' 
supreme  function  of  the  day- dinner.  And  these 
wandering  disciples  of  Walton  are  numerous,  in- 
cluding the  mature  and  sapient  salmonite  with 
businesslike  kit  and  waders,  youths  threshing  for 
trout,  wading  bare-legged  in  their  shoes  and  stock- 
ings, and  the  cockney  family  party — gents,  ladies, 
and  children — armed  with  perfectly  new  fishing 
bags  and  short  whole- cane  bait  rods,  vainly  strug- 
gling to  use  a  cast  of  the  finest  with  flies  of  the 
smallest  on  a  bank  overhung  with  oak  woods.  For 
these,  if  it  were  not  perhaps  resented  as  an  indignity, 
it  would  have  been  an  act  of  mercy  to  take  them  to 
some  open  spot  and  show  them  with  what  ease  one 
can  learn  to  throw  a  fly  far  short  of  tournament 
fashion,  but  still  to  at  least  once  or  twice  the  length 
of  their  rods.  The  perseverance  of  such  hopeful 
anglers  even  when  they  can  cast  is  admirable,  day 
after  day  without  results,  till  conventional  fly 
fishing  is  frankly  abandoned  for  bait  hooks,  two  on 
a  line,  a  lump  of  lead,  big  worms,  and  devotion  to 
fishing  for  eels,  these  at  least  having  the  saving 
merit  of  being  nice  for  breakfast.  One  gentleman 
reported  having  lately  caught  a  31b.  sewin  in  the 
Conway ;  another  having  hooked  and  played  one 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  lost  it,  with  a  feather- 
weight rod  in  the  Llugwy,  where  he  had  seen  the 
same  ill  luck  befall  someone  else — the  fashionable  fly 
being  a  No.  9  silver  tinsel  bodied  one,  with  blue- 
dyed  hackle,  pheasant  tippet  tag,  and  two  jungle 
cocks'  hackles  for  wings.  The  brook  trout  met  with 
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"  Out  of  sight  <md  sound  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot" 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  in  England. 
"A  charming  spot  to  visit." 

Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream. 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  IbB.  oaught 
this  season  to  date. 

GOOD  BOATING   ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  In  Hotel, 

Board  and  Residence  from  8t  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Boom  Is  now  added 

to  the  Hotel.  

Telegrams :  Geiffiths,  Frhrsham  Pond.Chubt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZBS  ur  FISH 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Sudd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  inch. 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike.  Perch,  and  Rmld  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7.?.  Cii.  per 
day,  Winter  ;  8s.  6rf.  per  day,  Summer,  fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  bifr  llsh  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  Ecaling  22^  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

"W.  ^^CKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

MINGWOOiy. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  In  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Nbldbb,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

En   Pension  T'evms  only  lOs.  6d.  Wk  day* 

NO  EXTRAS. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  lyoch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  (lay  inclusive. 

8.  TILSTON,  Proprietor, 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


ONLY   SIX   HOURS   FROSS  J^ONOOWT: 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  oaught  last  season.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swan  lotel,  Teiiaiiry,  wpfceslersliire. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms,  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


s  ^  x>  jQ  no- - : 
HOTEL  REGINA. 


:  ^  x>  x:  jsr. 


Newly  Built.  First-class  Hotel,  entirely  up-to-date. 
Baden's  latest  creation.  Stands  on  a  slight  elevation  in 
ts  own  beautiful  garden  (8,000  sq.  meters)  and  commands  a  splendid  view  over  tlie  town  and  the 
mountains  of  the  Black  Forest  from  any  room  of  the  house.  Two  minutes  distance  from  the  Con- 
versation House  and  the  Lichtenthaler  Allee.  Electric  Light  and  Steam  Heating  in  every  room. 
Lifts.  Auto  Garage.  Swiss  Chalet  and  a  Villa  (Italian  Renaissance  style)  attached  to  the  Hotel. 
100  rooms,  40  balconies.  Table  d'Hote  at  separate  Tables.  KestaurantFrancais.  Season,  April 
till  November.    Opened  May,  1904.  Fine  Open-Air  and  other  Concerts.  Theatre.  English  Church. 

Golf  Links.   Tennis  Lawns.    Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.    Numerous  Excursions. 
Proprietor  :  JULES  LIPPERT  (The  well-known  co-prop,  of  the  Grand  Hotel  Bellevue,  San  Remo). 


Loug^h  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  IreUnd. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  OughteraFd. 

Within  ten  minutes'  w»lk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  thfe  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse. 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tarlS  moderate. 

T.  KAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing 
on  River  Inver,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies 
Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  SutherlandsMre,  N.B, 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  couuty,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Sjilendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
OfUce  a^id  Resident  Doctor. 


ALTNAGEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout  =  2  tons  3cwt.  271b.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. — Par- 
ticulars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent :  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  tlie  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynnilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staifa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


STOKE  HOTEL, 

GUILDFORD. 

Excellent  accommodation.  Moderate 
charges.      Charming    garden,    quiet  ; 
stabling ;  motor  house. 

Headquarters  of  the  .... 

....  Quildford  Angling:  Society. 

Within  half  a  mile  of  good  Free  fishing. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo, 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  58.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


Proprietor,  J.  H.  ARCHER-BURTON 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Bridht,  bracing  air;  ITotcl  adjoioa  eea  coast  and  lake 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  'Vfafrells,  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan,  75 
ac  res,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  I'ishing:  Ijoats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tarifT.  Several  miles  of  Trout  fishing  on 
Ilivei  (Jrrgill,  hest  in  the  early  season,  opened  Slarch  1. 
A  MODIIKN  liOU.SE,  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
lainfl,  with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOe. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HURLEY. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operaticm. 

Anglers'  Board,  9«.  per  day  or  £2  lOs.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5». , 
Boat  and  Man,  5».  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling' 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manageress. 

Tliis  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG.  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHING   FREE.  POSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAY. 


MOY  HOTEI-, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  (fee.  First-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.   With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor. 


CXJLAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FEEE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Pishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires  :  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seelcers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.   'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


HARRIS  HOTEL, 

Tarbert,  Island  of  Harris. 

First-rate  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing  from  July  1.  Telegrams:  "Hotel 
Harris."  William  J.  Cameeon  (for 
eight  years  proprietor  of  Tayohreggan 
Hotel,  Lochawe). 
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measured  in  quarter  inches  would  not  reach  a  length 
the  perpetrator  of  trout  infanticide  would  care 
to  take  except  for  baits,  and  would  then  be  dear  at 
the  price  of  ticket  and  licence,  2s.  Gd.  for  the 
season.  The  salmon  fishing  at  the  end  of  the 
season  may  be  better  worth  10s.  a  monthly  ticket 
and  3s.  licence,  Is.  a  day,  or  £2  for  the  season  till 
November. 

In  August,  after  a  flood  and  when  the  water  is 
low  and  clear,  long  stretches  of  the  streams  may  be 
sedulously  fished  without  even  a  rise  from  the 
troutlets  one  sees  midging  here  and  there,  and  swim- 
ming near  the  surface.  At  these  times  on  the  calm 
pools  a  scintillating  shimmer  may  be  seen  made  by 
shoals  of  boatman  beetles  on  the  surface,  crowds 
of  them  also  filling  sheltered  nooks  in  the  banks. 
Yet  neither  here  nor  elsewhere  have  I  ever  seen 
these  insects  taken  by  rising  trout,  for  what  reason 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  think.  There  were  groups  of  hun- 
dreds of  them,  too,  far  out  upon  the  centre  of  a 
pool  in  which  baby  trout  were  taking  some  small 
midges,  but  they  were  quite  immune. 

Of  natural  flies  soaring  from  the  water  one  email 
kind  strongly  suggested  the  form  of  a  pale  yellow 
hackled  artificial  dun,  but  when  caught  was  found 
to  have  the  elongated  form  of  a  needle  fly  with 
closely  wrapped,  enfolding  dun  wings,  dark  body, 
and  paler  legs.  It  seems  possible  that  a  small  fly 
of  the  ordinary  spider  or  hackled  form — tied  with 
pale  brilliant  yellowish  natural  cock's  hackle, 
covered  with  a  grey  one,  and  if  winged  at  all,  with 
points  of  dun  cock's  hiickles  for  these — would,  if 
used  aa  a  dropper,  look  like  this  fly  on  the  wing. 
While  as  a  tail  fly  it  might  be  constructed  either 
with  closely  folded  wings  or  with  these  expanded  aa 
a  drowned  fly.  AUcock's  little  blue  Iron  Dun  has 
been  shown  me  as  a  favourite  local  trout  fly  pattern, 
but  I  got  nothing  on  the  Coch-y-Bondhu,  and  little 
on  other  ordinary  kinds. 

Aa  I  write  a  noble  flood  is  coming  down,  reducing 
the  difficulty  of  passage  at  the  falls  for  running 
fish,  which  may  be  the  reason  why  the  salmon  and 
sea-trout  are  not  now  seen  jumping  at  these  falls 
as  they  have  been  doing  in  a  smaller  flood — or  it 
may  be  that,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  tide,  they 
have  not  yet  arrived.  At  any  rate,  this  is  a  fine 
opportunity  for  their  ascent  to  the  upper  pools. — 
Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 


LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — The  letter  of  the  hon.  secretary  of 
the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association,  published  in  your 
issue  of  the  20th  inst.,  will,  I  feel  sure,  come  as  a 
great  relief  to  many  Corrib  anglers.  To  be  told  that 
"  the  value  of  the  fish  caught  does  not,  as  a  rule, 
pay  expenses  "  is  most  reassuring.  I  have  seen  the 
netting  at  Galway  to  which  Mr.  Doig  refers,  but  it 
did  not  trouble  me  as  I  had  always  understood  that 
the  rights  claimed  there  were  undisputed.  But  with 
regard  to  Lough  Corrib,  I  had  been  informed  that 
the  rights  claimed  by  the  two  gentlemen  had  never 
been  proved.  But  now  that  Mr.  Doig  tells  us  that 
these  two  gentlemen  have  "  a  legal  right  to  net  on 
their  own  lands,"  I  take  his  word  for  it.  I  was  told 
(evidently  misinformed)  that  all  that  was  required 
was  to  dispute  the  rights  claimed,  and  they  would  be 
found  to  be  illegal.  But  now  that  Mr.  Doig  assures 
me  the  only  way  to  stop  the  netting  is  to  purchase 
the  rights,  I  gladly  double  my  "  small  subscription," 
and  wish  the  C.F.A.  every  support  and  success. — 
Yours  truly.  Disgusted. 


TROUT  FLIES  FOR  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — You  ask  readers  for  suggestions  for 
August  trout  flies.  In  the  three  last  seasons  in 
Germany  I  took  over  3000  trout  (about  four  or  five 
to  the  pound,  and  this  included  many  of  lib.)  and 
a  quantity  of  chub.  I  had  a  pattern  of  ray  own, 
founded  on  the  Governor.  Body :  Half  orange 
floss  silk  and  half  peacock  herl,  no  wing,  but  red 
cock's  hackle  pretty  thick  at  shoulder  only,  not  all 
over.  This  I  varied  in  hot  weather  by  ribbing  the 
orange  floss  with  stout  sewing  silk.  This  made  a 
fair  imitation  of  a  wasp.  For  the  evening  I  added 
white  wings  to  the  same  fly,  Coachman  fashion.  I 
found  I  required  few  other  flies.  Here  on  the  Barle 
I  find  the  same  fly  does  well  now.  On  the  night 
of  Aug.  20  I  had  two  (one  of  jlb.  and  one  of  Jib.) 
with  this  fly,  and  I  had  on  a  Red  Upright  as  well — 
for  this  liver  good-sized  fish.  I  would  suggest  also 
for  August,  besides  the  ones  you  mention,  March 
Brown  (taken  for  a  brown  moth,  I  suppose).  Red 
Upright,  and  lied  Spinner.  I  thoroughly  agree 
with  you  as  to  the  merits  of  Wickham  and 
Cinnamon,  both  of  which  are  good  killers  in  August. 
Indeed,  I  think  the  Wickham  is  a  killer  at  all  times, 
especially  in  bright  weather. — Yours  truly, 

R.  Warren  Vernon. 

P.S. — Although  the  Barle  is  not  a  dry-fly  river,  I 
find  it  pays  to  fish  dry-fly  in  July  and  August  when 
the  water  is  low. 


FISHING  NEAR  SHREWSBURY. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  A.  B.  C.  D.,"  I  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  there 
is  very  good  angling,  of  a  mixed  character,  to  be 
obtained  around  Shrewsbury,  in  the  Severn,  Roden, 
Tern,  Rea,  and  Perry,  also  in  various  delightfully 
situated  meres  within  a  few  miles  of  the  borough. 
With  regard  to  the  Severn  the  deep  reaches  in  the 
pleasant  country  districts  above  and  below  the 
town  afford  tolerable  pike  fishing,  the  average 
weight  of  Esox  luciua  in  the  Severn  being  from  71b. 
to  101b.  apiece,  but  there  are  much  larger  fish  in 
the  river,  notably  in  the  vicinity  of  Atcham,  a 
pretty  village  four  miles  from  Shrewsbury,  on  the 
main  road  to  London.  The  Shropshire  Angling 
Association  has  obtained  on  lease  the  fishery  rights 
of  numerous  riparian  owners  outside  the  borough, 
and  tickets  at,  I  think,  2s.  6d.  a  year  for  coarse  fish 
and  5s.  for  trout  may  be  obtained  from  the  secre- 
tary, Shirehall,  Shrewsbury,  also  information  as  to 
water,  etc.  The  trout  licence  of  the  Severn 
Board,  which  applies  to  the  Severn  and  its 
tributaries,  costs  2g.  per  annum.  Visitors  should 
bear  in  mind  that  in  law  fishery  rights  are 
vested  in  riparian  owners — not  in  the  general 
public.  The  angling  rights  of  the  Shrewsbury 
Corporation  are  now  leased  to  the  Shrewsbury 
and  District  Angling  Society,  who,  however,  do  not 
interfere  with  bond  fide  anglers.  There  is  at  present 
some  confusion  as  regards  tickets  and  licence,  and 
to  be  on  the  safe  side  both  should  be  purchased. 
Pleasant  country  quarters,  where  the  Severn  is 
httle  fished,  may  be  obtained  at  Buttington  (near 
Welshpool),  Melverley  (Royal  Hill),  Montford 
Bridge,  and  at  one  or  two  places  a  little  distance 
from  the  river.  For  the  Vyrnwy,  Llanymynech 
and  Meif  od,  both  delightfully  situated  villages,  should 
be  visited.  Below  Shrewsbury  there  are  good  hotels 
at  Uffington,  Covmd,  and  Cressage,  all  pretty 
hamlets.  For  pike  fishing  snap  or  spinning  tackle 
should  be  employed,  and  as  baits  for  the  former 
live  dace,  roach,  and  small  chub  are  usually  em- 
ployed. Fairly  strong  gimp  and  good-sized  hooks 
should  be  used.  Heavy  chub  and  fairly  large  roach 
are  numerous.  Buzz-bodied  flies,  cast  under  willows 
in  deep  holes,  are  deadly  for  Severn  chub,  but 
many  bottom  baits  may  of  course  be  success- 
fully employed.  For  roach  clean  bread  crust  and 
coloured  paste  are  generally  recommended.  Swims 
should  be  carefully  chosen  and  baited,  also  tested 
for  pike.  Apart  from  angling,  Shropshire  is  rich  in 
historical  and  antiquarian  features.  While  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Atcham,  the  site  of  the  Romano- 
British  city  of  Uriconium  should  be  visited,  and  its 
walls,  baths,  and  hypocausts  inspected.  Shrews- 
bury Public  Museum  (once  Shrewsbury  School, 
where  Charles  Darwin  was  educated)  contains  many 
relics  from  Uriconium,  also  a  well-arranged  collec- 
tion of  British  birds  and  mammals  obtained  in  the 
county.  Ludlow,  thirty  miles  to  the  south,  is  the 
centre  of  a  splendid  grayling  fishing  district,  and 
there  are  some  prolific  private  trout  streams  between 
that  town  and  Shrewsbury. — Yours  truly, 

Hafren. 


MR.  GEEN'S  POLLACK  BAITS— NOVELTIES 
IN  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — As  your  remarks  at  the  foot  of 
Messrs.  AUcock's  letter  of  Aug.  13  are  calculated 
to  do  us  serious  damage,  will  you  allow  us  to 
state  that  the  bait  which  Mr.  Geen  used  and  had 
such  sport  with  was,  as  he  said,  "Hoarder's  No. 
365D."  These  baits  were  invented  and  have  been 
manufactured  solely  by  us  for  very  many  years, 
and  we  supply  them  by  thousands  wholesale  and 
retail  all  over  the  world.  We  must  ask  you  in 
justice  to  ourselves  to  give  this  as  prominent  a 
position  as  your  notes  in  that  issue  so  that  the 
public  may  know  that  we  are  manufacturing  these 
baits  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  especially  as 
Messrs.  Allcock  say  that  Mr.  Geen  has  given  them 
the  entire  control  of  these  baits,  an  authority  that 
Mr.  Geen  does  not  possess.  The  original  and 
genuine  baits  can  only  be  obtained  from  us,  and 
each  is  stamped,  "  Hoarder,  Plymouth." — Yours 
truly,  Hearder  &  Sons. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

[In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  11  I  gave 
illustrations  of  Mr.  Geen's  rods  and  tackle,  and  in 
his  article  he  certainly  says,  "  Rubber  worms  are 
undoubtedly  by  far  the  best  all-round  bait."  Mr. 
Geen  afterwards  adds  that  the  bait  illustrated  is 
"  Hoarder's  No.  36oD."  I  have  an  idea  that  the 
bait  of  which  Mr.  Geen  intended  to  give  Messrs. 
Allcock  the  sale  was  the  metal  spinner  with  hook 
forming  part  of  it,  which  was  recently  illustrated 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  I  am  sorry  that  any 
injustice  should  have  been  done  to  Mr.  Hearder, 
and  am  sure  it  was  quite  unintentional  on  Mr. 
Geen's  part. — Ed.] 


AUTOMATIC  LEADS  AND  STEEL  TRACES 
FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir,— I  noticed  in  your  esteemed  journal 
last  year  a  movable  lead  for  sea  fishing  described. 
This  lead  moves  down  the  line  automatically  when 
it  touches  the  top  ring  of  the  rod,  and  I  would  be 
greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could  kindly 
say  where  it  can  be  obtained.  It  would  bo  a  great 
boon  to  pollack  anglers,  where  it  in  often  of  great 
advantage  to  have  a  longer  length  than  that  of  the 
rod  between  the  spinning  bait  and  the  lead. 

Mr.  Philip  Geen,  in  his  most  interesting  articles 
on  "Angling  in  Ireland,"  mentions  steel  traces,  and 
I  would  be  very  glad  to  know  where  he  gets  them. 
I  have  never  been  able  to  get  a  satisfactory  one,  as 
they  proved  so  very  brittle,  and  I  have  used  fine 
brass  wire  for  many  years,  but  that  niaterial  is 
very  liable  to  break  when  a  heavy  fish  is  hooked 
unless  great  care  is  taken. 

I  have  had  extraordinary  sport  with  pollack  off 
the  south-west  coast  of  Ireland,  using  ordinary 
lift,  pike  rods  and  3Un.  bronzed  check  winches. 
These  give  far  better  sport  than  the  short  stif?  soa- 
rod  with  its  absurdly  cumbersome  wood  winch. 
My  best  days  (two  rods)  were  96  and  116  pollack, 
nearly  all  heavy  fish,  many  being  over  101b., 
largest,  14ilb. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Kingston,  M.LC.E. 

[As  will  be  seen  from  the  notice  of  Messrs. 
AUcock's  novelties  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  13, 
they  now  supply  Mr.  Geen's  steel  traces,  i^etc, 
through  any  retail  house. — Ed.] 

"SPORT  AT  STALHAM." 
Dear  Sir,  —  On  returning  here  on  Saturday 
(Aug.  20),  after  a  week  spent  at  Stalham,  the  first 
article  I  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  was  "  Good 
Sport  at  Stalham,"  by  your  correspondent  "E.  S.  S.," 
and  whilst  absolutely  agreeing  with  all  he  says,  I 
note  that  he  rather  leads  a  stranger  to  infer  that 
there  is  only  one  hotel  in  Stalham.  For  the  past 
two  years  I  have  stayed  at  the  Railway  Hotel, 
almost  opposite  the  Swan,  and  can  honestly  say 
that  never  have  I  been  so  comfortable  away  from 
home  —  good  and  well-furnished  rooms,  excellent 
cooking,  and  spotless  cleanliness.  Mr.  onA  Mrs. 
Legg  do  their  utmost  to  make  their  customers' 
visit  a  pleasant  one,  and  succeed,  as  the  visitors* 
book  will  show.  I  merely  write  this  to  remove  an 
impression  which  I  am  sure  "E.  S.  S."  did  not  wish 
to  convey,  that  is,  that  there  is  only  one  good  hotel 
in  Stalham. — Yours  truly. 

Your  Lowestoft  Correspondent. 


FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "X.  Y.  Z.,"  I  write  to 
say  that  the  fishing  in  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan, 
Anglesey,  would  be  fairly  good  in  September  if  the 
surface  of  the  lake  be  free  from  weed,  and  if  the 
weather  be  mild,  cloudy,  and  not  too  windy.  The 
fishing  is  [free,  and  the  Meyrick  Arms  Hotel  is  the 
best  place  to  stay  at.  The  charges  are  very 
moderate,  and  the  cooking  and  accommodation 
ought  to  satisfy  any  fisherman.  I  have  paid  ten 
annual  visits  to  Anglesey,  and  so  ought  to  know 
something  about  the  fishing.  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
give  further  information  to  "X.  Y.  Z.  "  if  he  cares 
to  write  to  me. — Yours  truly,  H.  Diemer, 

Southern  Hill,  Reading. 

FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "X.  Y.  Z.,"  the  fishing  in 
Lake  Coron  is  good  in  September  and  likewise  free. 
The  fish,  however,  are  not  in  the  splendid  con- 
dition of  June  and  July.  The  Meyrick  Arms  Hotel 
is  undoubtedly  the  best  place  to  stay  at.  Two  less 
ostentatious  houses  are  near.  The  same  people 
come  over  and  over  again  to  the  Meyrick  Arms 
Hotel. — Yours  truly,  W.  H. 


GROOVED  SHOT  V.  "SPLIT  SHOT." 
Dear  Sir, — Surely  are  you  long  suffering,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  year  have  to  put  up  with  some 
remarkable  suggestions  from  your  correspondents, 
but  of  all  I  have  ever  read  surely  that  of  the  gentle- 
man in  last  week's  issue  who  wants  shot  slotted  by 
a  handsaw  must  take  high  rank.  It  reminds  me 
much  of  the  genius  who  expected  to  revolutionise 
the  cycle  trade  by  drilling  the  steel  balls  in  the 
bearings,  and  filling  the  holes  with  cork  "  for  the 
sake  of  lightness."  Surely,  I  repeat,  are  you  long 
suffering  and  of  great  kindness. — Yours  truly. 

Running  Line. 


CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

Dear  Sra, — Mr,  E.  Phillips'  exposition  of  the 
Nottingham  style  is  lucid  and  instructive.  He  is 
too  modest  in  calling  himself  an  amateur ;  he  is 
evidently  an  expert,  and  therefore  entitled  t  o 
impart  instruction. 
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Of  course,  it  is  a  very  old  controversy,  the  Trent 
tarsus  the  Thames  styles ;  but  there  is  one  situation 
in  which  I  should  imagine  the  caster  from  the 
Nottingham  reel  would  be  at  a  disadvantage,  and 
the  situation  is  not  an  unusual  one  in  our  smaller 
northern  rivers. 

If  the  angler  is  standing!  on  a  small  ledge  under 
a  high  bank,  or  on  a  narrow  footpath  with  trees 
and  high  bushes  behind  him,  and  wishes  to  put  his 
bait  straight  across,  how  does  he  manage  his  rod 
when  casting  from  the  reel  '/  If  Mr.  Phillips  will 
kindly  tell  us  what  he  does  under  these  circum- 
stances he  will  earn  the  thanks  of  many  anglers. — 
Yours  truly,  Charalah. 

[It  is  nearly  ten  years  since  the  following  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette :— "He  (Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis, 
the  champion  light  float  caster)  can,  using  a  12ft. 
rod  and  fishing  a  depth  of  lOJft.,  with  a  hank  at  his 
rear,  propel  straight  in  front  of  him  a  fixed  pelican 
float,  carrying  eight  ordinary  shots,  a  distance  of 
thirty  yards."] 


A  FINE  TAKE  OF  TENCH. 

Dear  Sir, — My  brother  and  I  had  a  good  take  of 
tench  in  Milford  Lake  (the  property  of  the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon)  on  Aug.  15.  We  took  forty-five  tench 
weighing  lOUb. ;  the  average,  as  you  will  see,  on 
the  total  number  is  loz.  less  than  2\Vo.  per  fish. 
We  each  had  only  one  rod  and  only  one  hook  on 
the  line.  I  enclose  a  [photograph  of  the  fish. — 
Yours  truly,  G.  H.  Baxter. 

[Judging  from  the  photograph  it  ia  really  a 
splendid  "  take."] 

HOW  TO  BREED  WORMS.  ^ 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  L.  Newham,  there  are 
several  ways  of  breeding  worms.  I  have  bred  a 
good  number  of  brandlings  in  an  old  locker-lid  about 
3ft.  in  length,  2ft.  in  breadth,  and  1ft.  in  depth.  I 
got  the  decayed  horsedung  from  a  heap  with  the 
worms  when  in  the  act  of  breeding— from  2in.  to 
Sin.  in  length — and  I  conclude  from  what  he  says 
he  can  do  this  at  any  time.  At  any  rate,  I  always 
could  when  in  the  country,  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  procuring  lobs  on  the  grass,  etc.  Then 
why  take  all  this  trouble?  By  "pink  tails"  I 
suppose  he  means  "cockspurs."  It  is  hardly  pink, 
but  a  pale  yellow.  If  he  means  "  cockspurs  " — or 
what  anglers  call  "reds"  in  London — I  have  kept 
scores  of  them  for  weeks  under  the  sink  in  an  old 
bait-can  half  full  of  decomposed  horsedung  and  leaf 
mould  with  a  piece  of  old  coarse  sacking  so  rotten 
that  it  nearly  fell  to  pieces,  and  this  is  fine  stuff  to 
put  in  rich,  soft,  black  garden  mould  with  dew- 
worms — they  feed  upon  it.  I  have  pulled  as  much 
as  an  inch  of  sacking,  etc.,  out  of  the  mouths  of 
worms.  Mr.  Darwin  kept  worms  for  experimenting 
upon  in  flower  pots  for  a  considerable  period.  One 
of  his  experiments  with  worms  in  a  field  lasted 
twenty-nine  years — began  1842  and  ended  in  1871. 
That  is  what  I  call  having  an  idea,  and  sticking  to  it. 

Decayed  horse  manure  then  for  brandlings.  For 
cockspurs,  rich  leaf  mould  mixed  with  the  remains  of 
a  very  old  dung  heap  and  decayed  garden  refuse,  all 
kept  damp  (not  sloppyj  and  in  the  shade,  with  the 
water  that  has  had  pork  or  mutton  boiled  in  it  thrown 
over  the  heap  once  or  twice  a  week  when  cold. 
Cockspurs  revel  in  a  mixture  of  rich  leaf  mould  and 
well-decayed  manure.  The  refuse  from  my  kitchen 
sink  is  washed  under  the  tap  of  the  water-butt,  and  I 
could  get  forty  or  fifty  of  these  worms  in  the  rich 
greasy  earth  under  a  slate  about  a  foot  square  at 
any  time.  There  was  a  fine  dewworm  there 
recently.  No  doubt  it  wanted  a  cooler  this  hot 
weather.  Anyway,  it  was  nice  and  lively.  I  have 
also  found  "  dowdies  "  under  cabbage  and  rhubarb 
leaves,  flower  pots,  and  j  masses  ;  of  old  garden 
stuff  —  I  mean  in  the  daytime.  With  respect  to 
dewworms,  according  to  a  well-known  author,  Mr. 
Newham  could  never  breed  from  dewworms.  He 
says :  "  I  regard  the  dewworm  as  sexless,  not 
immature  only  ;  but  am  open  to  correction  on  this 
point."  I  have  always  believed  the  maiden  lob  or 
dewworm  to  be  the  young  of  the  lobworm  that 
has  not  yet  begun  to  breed,  and  is  for  that  reason 
called  a  maiden  lob.  Fancy  creatures  that  breed 
like  worms  being  sexless !  Just  because  the 
clitellum,  or  breeding  ring,  has  not  made  its  appear- 
ance, or  is  not  well  developed,  he  says  they  are 
sexless ;  and  in  that  case  it  never  could  appear. 

Plenty  of  good,  rich,  real  black  garden  mould 
then  in  a  big  box,  packing-case,  or  pit  out  of  which 
they  cannot  escape,  and  any  decayed  garden  refuse 
and  scraps  from  the  house  on  the  top  of  it,  with  a 
layer  of  flax  waste,  or,  failing  that,  rotten  sacking 
at  the  bottom  kept  in  a  damp  state  and  out  of  the 
Bun,  and  they  will  thrive  for  a  considerable  period. 
He  must  protect  thom  from  fowls  ;  und  for  what  he 
calls  "  pink  tails  "  proper,  I  think  he  must  send  to 
Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick. — Yours  truly. 

Old  Woum. 


FISHING  IN  NORFOLK. 

Dear  Sib,  —  Your  correspondent  T.  Kershaw 
cannot  do  better  than  write  and  see  if  Mr.  Graves  is 
still  living  at  Ranich  Cottage, '  Southory  Ferry, 
Norfolk,  and  if  so,  make  arrangements  to  go  there. 
He  is  a  good  angler,  knows  the  water  at  Hilgay  and 
Brandon  Creek,  upstream,  etc  ,  and  will  find  bait. 
Civility,  cleanliness,  good  living,  and  moderate 
charges  should  be  a  sufficient  recommendation  from 
one  who  has  been  and  knows. — Yours  truly, 

A  Londoner. 


EELS  TAKING  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  Oliver  Procter 
will  see  an  account  of  eels  feeding  on  flies  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  June  11,  1887,  June  25,  1887, 
and  July  1),  1887,  in  the  latter  case  by  a  Mr.  Hurst 
and  friend ;  and  on  a  caJm,  still  day  I  have  seen 
them  feeding  on  flies  on  the  surface  in  several  lakes 
I  know  well. — Yours  truly.         An  Old  Eeleb. 

WEIGHT  OF  RODS. 

Dear  Sib, — Some  of  your  correspondents,  in  dis- 
cussing the  merits  or  demerits  of  various  rods,  lay 
stress  on  the  fact  that  such  and  such  a  rod  weighs 
so  many  ounces,  and,  therefore,  must  be  a  better 
rod  than  another  which  weighs  possibly  ^oz.  or  ,Joz. 
heavier.  To  my  mind  the  weight  of  the  rod  alone 
is  only  half  the  story,  the  real  essence  of  the  matter 
being  (so  far  as  regards  weight)  how  much  does  each 
rod  weigh  when  properly  fitted  with  a  reel  and  line 
suitable  for  each  ? 

I  give  the  following  details  to  illustrate  my  mean- 
ing, both  rods  being  in  my  possession,  made  of 
greenheart  and  10ft.  in  length  : — No.  1  rod,  %\oi., 
requires  reel  and  line,  12oz. :  total  weight,  20Joz. 
No,  2  rod,  lO^oz.,  requires  reel  and  line,  9oz. :  total 
weight,  lOJoz.  The  lighter  (by  25  per  cent.)  rod 
weighing  the  heavier  when  in  actual  use. — Yours 
truly,  Heney  Tisley. 


SALMON  IN  THE  ORKNEYS. 

DearMr.Mabston, — I  have  always  been  educated 
that  there  were  no  salmon  in  the  Orkneys,  but  I 
caught  a  grilse  in  Stenness  yesterday  a  little  over 
41b.,  and  Mackay  says  it  is  the  first  authenticated 
salmon  caught  here.  There  was  a  grilse  caught  in 
the  sea  near  the  lough  in  a  net  some  years  ago. 
Mackay  is  having  it  set  up  as  a  curiosity.  I  may 
be  wrong ;  there  may  bo  other  records.  I  have 
never  seen  one  caught  before,  and  this  is  my  nuith 
season  here.  I  think  it  may  interest  you.  It  was 
seen  by  the  other  fishers  here,  and  they  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  it  was  a  grilse  and  not  a  sea-trout. 
Mackay  put  some  parr  in  the  lough  some  years  ago. 
— Yours  truly,  H.  A.  Webb. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel, 
Stermess,  Stromnesa, 

Orkney,  Aug.  14. 

[Mr.  Webb  tells  me  the  fish  took  a  Zulu.  I 
believe  that  S.  salar  is  practically  unknown  in  the 
Orkneys,  so  that  Mr.  Webb's  experience  is  very 
interesting.  — Ed.] 

RAINBOW  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  some  one  kindly  tell  me  the 
best  patterns  of  flies  for  rainbow  trout  (ordinary 
trout  flies  or  lake)  ?    Also  about  the  size  to  use. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  W.  Vebnon. 


HOW  TO  TAKE  WASPS'  NESTS. 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  grubs  be  not  needed  for  fishing, 
the  best  method  of  destroying  wasps'  nests  is  as 
follows:  At  night  effectually  blockade  the  entrance 
with  a  sod  of  turf  ;  the  wasps  will  then  next  morn- 
ing dig  straight  up  through  and  make  their  escape 
at  the  top  above  the  nest.  The  following  night  a 
pint  or  two  of  paraffin  poured  down  this  hole  will 
destroy  the  nest  entirely.  Nothing  is  so  unsightly 
as  a  burnt-out  wasps'  nest  in  an  autumn  beuik. — 
Yours  truly,  F.  O.  P.  C. 

FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  NENE. 

Dbab  Sib, — We  hear  very  little  of  the  super- 
excellent  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  river  Nene  in  the 
Oundle  district.  I  have  just  returned  from  my 
third  annual  visit  to  this  part,  and  can  report  that 
things  seem  to  get  better  with  each  succeeding  year. 
I  have  taken  during  the  last  fortnight  bream  in 
good  quantity  and  size,  roach  to  any  number  (over 
eighty  one  afternoon,  and  most  of  them  good  fish), 
perch,  chub,  and,  though  I  was  not  personally  so 
fortunate,  excellent  tench  are  constantly  caught ; 
while  in  a  few  weeks,  pike  fishing  wUl  be  in  full 
swing. 

The  courtesy  of  the  various  riparian  owners  is 
beyond  praise,  permission  to  fish  being  everywhere 
readily  granted,  and  the  natives  seem  to  consider  it 
their  duty  to  lend  every  aid  to  the  "Outlander"  in 
the  kindest  and  most  sportsmanlike  manner.  But, 
alas!  there  is  one  immense  drawback.  Inn  or  hotel 


accommodation  there  is  none.  In  the  village  of 
Cotterstock,  right  in  the  midst  of  the  best  water, 

no  beds  at  all  can  be  had,  while  in  the  adjoining 
ihamlet  of  Tansor  there  is  one  room  at  the  village 

nn,  and  this  is  always  engaged.  My  hope  in  writing 
to  you  of  the  much  good  and  some  little  bad  of  this 
paradise  for  anglers,  is  that  either  the  local  brewers 
may  see  their  way  to  adapting  one  of  their  houses 
to  our  needs,  or  that  some  sporting  hotel  keeper, 
who  is  conversant  with  our  requirements,  would 
pitch  his  piscatorial  tent  in  this  part,  when  I  am 
sure  a  good  financial  return  would  repay  him  for 
his  enterprise. — Yours  truly.  Norths. 


GOOD  SPORT  AT  LYNMOUTH. 
Dear  Sib, — Noticing  an  article  in  your  valuable 
paper  some  two  months  back  describing  the  sea 
and  river  fishing  to  be  had  at  Lynmouth,  I  decided 
to  try  the  neighbourhood,  and  have  just  returned, 
and  can  fully  endorse  the  opinion  of  your  corre- 
spondent. I  found  plenty  of  sport  with  trout  in  the 
beautiful  Lyn,  and  the  sea  fishing  is  very  good, 
while  in  Host  Cecil  Bevan  one  finds  a  mighty  fisher 
of  the  sea,  a  thorough  sportsman  always  ready  to 
give  advice  and  information  re  fishing,  while  his 
comfortable  Lyn  Valley  Hotel  leaves  nothing  to  be' 
desired. 

I  hope  you  may  find  room  for  these  few  remarks, 
for  it  wM  entirely  through  a  like  article  that  myself 
and  friend  enjoyed  one  of  the  best  fishing  holidays 
we  ever  had,  and  others  may  do  likewise — they 
certainly  cannot  do  better. — Yours  truly, 

Ernest  J.  Orpin. 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER 

BRIDE,  CO.  WATERFORD. 
Deab  Sir,— -I  am  going  over  to  co.  Waterford  in 
September,  and  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  whether  there  is 
any  free  fishing  for  sea-trout  in  the  River  Bride, 
and  what  hotel  I  could  stay  at  close  to  the  water. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 
29,  Queen's  Gardens,  E,  M. 

Lancaster  Gate,  W. 


FISHING  AT  HILGAY  AND  DENVER  SLUICE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Kershaw's  inquiry  rr. 
fishing  at  Hilgay  and  Denver  Sluice,  I  can  recom- 
mend the  Crown,  Denver  Sluice.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  centres  for  fishing  on  this  part  of  the  Ouse. 
Fortnightly  tickets,  2s.  (id.,  to  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  Pratt,  Ryston  Hall,  Downham  Market.  I 
shall  be  staying  at  the  Crown  myself,  and  shall  be 
pleased  to  give  Mr.  Kershaw  particulars  as  to 
swims,  bait,  etc. — Yours  truly,  J.  Sandy. 

FISHING  AT  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 
Dear  Sir, — Re  your  correspondent's  inquiry  for 
fishing  at  Weston-super-Mare.  The  Weston-super- 
Mare  Angling  As-ociation  rent  the  river  Axe,  part 
of  the  river  Brue,  and  a  stream  at  Wick  St. 
Lawrence,  all  within  a  few  miles  of  the  town,  while 
in  the  'town  itself  there  are  the  Pottery  pits  also 
rented  by  the  association.  Good  jack,  carp,  and 
exceptionally  good  roach  fishing  is  to  be  had.  Day 
tickets  or  monthly  tickets  can  be  obtained  at  Mr, 
Phipps'  tackle  shop,  23,  Regent-street.  The  Axe 
is  the  best  stream  in  the  neighbourhood  (three  miles 
south  of  Weston-super-Mare).  There  are  trout  in 
the  higher  resiches.  As  regards  the  roach  there,  the 
following  are  from  the'official  weighing-in  records : 
— -1903-4,  best  roach,  21b.  4^oz.  This  season  roach, 
21b.,  lib.  13oz.,  lib.  ll|oz.,  lib.  9oz.,  lib.  8oz.,  etc. 
Dace,  8|oz.,  8oz.,  etc. ;  jack  391b.  and  421b. 
catches,  largest  101b.,  8  Jib.,  81b.  On  Aug.  20,  in  the 
Brue,  a  Bristol  angler  caught  a  carp  131b.  12oz., 
which  is  being  preserved.  Trout  fishing  can  be  had 
at  Blagdon,  near  Weston-super-Mare,  in  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Reservoir,  also  at  Cheddar  and 
Congresbury  on  applying  to  the  owners  of  the 
property. 

Re  shooting.  If  your  correspondent  will  write 
me  what  sort  of  shooting  he  requires  and  probable 
time  he  intends  staying,  I  can  advise  him  better. 
There  is  plenty  of  rough  rabbit  shooting,  with  a  few 
partridge  and  pheasant,  and  also  duck  shooting  in 
the  neighbourhood,  but  farmers  and  owners  will 
only  let  for  the  season.  Any  further  information  I 
shall  be  delighted  to  give  angling  visitors. — Yours 
truly,  H.  G.  Brooks. 

2,  Greenwood-road,  Worle, 
Weston-super-Mare. 

FISHING  IN  DUNGLOE  OR  GWEEDORE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  spending  about  three  weeks  in 
September  in  North-West  Ireland,  and  would  be 
much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  would 
tell  mo  which  is  the  better  place  to  fish  from — Duii- 
gloe  or  Gweedore — for  salmon  and  white  trout.  I 
should  prefer  the  least  known  of  the  two  places. — 
Yours  truly,  H-  S.  Chatlin. 

{Sevcrai  letters  are  unavoidably  hdd  over.] 
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"WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geeni 


{Concluded  from  page  153.) 

The  welcome  downpour  had  refreshed  the  face 
of  Nature.  The  drooping  flowers  of  yesterday 
now  stood  up  in  all  their  pride  and  glory,  giving 
out  gratefully  of  their  fragrance  to  the  cool  and 
lingering  breeze.  The  fishers,  too,  wore  quite  a 
different  look;  there  was  a  springiness  in  their 
movements  that  had  so  long  been  sadly  absent. 
Gillies  had  brought  the  news  that  the  rivers  were 
just  perfection ;  so  what  more  was  needed  to  make 
men  keenly  sure  of  sport  ? 

How  strange  must  be  the  workings  of  the  Fates 
that  decide  our  movements  !  I  might  never  have 
visited  Ireland  had  it  not  been  for  a  right  good 
fellow,  an  Irishman,  who  is  very  Irish  in  thought 
and,  at  time?,  in  speech. 

Our  first  meeting  took  place  when  we  both  had 
grown  so  far  to  manhood  as  to  desire  to  seek  for 
mate*',  and,  for  a  time,  it  seemed  to  me  we  both 
were  paying  court  to  the  same  lady — the  eider  of 
the  two  daughters  that  graced  the  home  we  had 
grown  fond  of  visiting. 

The  Irishman  had  everything  in  his  favour 
excepting  only  that  I  had  a  little  start.  His 
height  and  breadth,  bis  smiles,  his  twinkling  eyes 
and  wit-tipped,  ready  tongue,  were  such  as  left  me 
nothing  to  compare  with  him.  His  appearance  on 
the  stage  where  1  had  been  so  happy  in  my  young 
dreams,  not  yet  told  to  her  of  whom  I  dreamt,  was 
anything  but  pleasing  to  me  from  the  very  first, 
and  I  waa  fast  learning  to  think  unkindly  of  him, 
until  one  day  he  slapped  me  on  the  shoulder  and 
■aid,  "Cheer  up,  or,  be  jabers,  it's  the  pair  of 
them  you'll  driving  to  these  arms  where  there's 
only  room  for  Amy.'! 

I  still  remember  the  joy  I  felt  when  my  load  of 
fear  was  lifted  by  the  words  which  showed  that  he 
was  not  my  rivaL  I  purposely  make  this  story 
short.  We  married  the  sisters  and  thus  I  got  an 
Irishman  for  brother-in-law  and  friend.  From  him 
1  had  to  learn,  willy-nilly,  my  Anglo-Irish  history, 


and  from  that  learning  came  the  eager  wish  to  see 
his  country — a  wish  ofttimes  gratified. 

By  a  whim  of  Fate  it  was  he  who  called  me 
back  to  England  on  this  occasion,  and,  as  his  call 
was  backed  by  forty  years  of  friendship,  I  answered 
quickly,  "Coming."  I  managed  to  catch  the  3.15 
from  Londonderry  that  afternoon,  travelled  via 
Dundalk  and  Greenore,  and  at  7.30  next  morning 
I  was  met  at  Euston  with  the  good  news  that  the 
crisis  had  passed  and  that  there  was  great  hope  of 
his  recovery.  He  lives  and  still  gives  me  lessons 
and,  in  quite  a  proprietorial  fashion,  criticises  my 
Irish  writings. 

This  stay  of  ours  in  Ireland  was  a  most  pleasant 
one,  and,  while  our  sport  with  salmon  was  often 
di.sappointing,  through  the  lack  of  rain,  our  sea 
fishing  made  amends. 

Our  success  with  pollack  was  such  that  no  one 
could  wish  for  better,  and  the  enjoyment  we 
obtained  from  all  we  saw  and  heard  could  not  be 
much  exceeded. 

My  many  stays  in  Ireland  hare  made  me  very 
susceptible  to  the  winning  ways  of  the  Irish  people. 
I  liked  thorn  at  my  first  visit  to  their  country,  and 
that  liking  has  grown  stronger  with  each  succeeding 
visit. 

Tourists  may  do  something  to  help  the  men  and 
women  who  are  making  such  noble  efforts  to  undo 
the  effects  of  former  errors.  If  we  cannot  do 
much  we  can,  at  least,  try  to  think  and  speak 
kindly  in  the  presence  of  a  people  more  sensitive 
and  quick-witted  than  ourselves. 

Unfortunately,  sooner  or  later,  you  are  sure  to 
meet  the  infinitely  superior  tourist  whose  words 
are  measured,  slow  and  weighty,  with  just  sufiScient 
space  between  each  two  words  for  the  rolling  sound 
of  one  to  meet  that  of  the  other.  How  easily  he 
leads  the  conversation  during  the  dinner  hour, 
especially  amongst  strangers  !  He  may  talk  of 
dirty  cabins,  or  of  palaces,  with  such  ease  and 
fluency,  and  with  a  voice  so  full  of  sound,  yet  so 
smooth,  soft,  and  seductive,  that  you  must,  at 
first,  believe  him. 

It  is  quite  the  real  article  I  write  of  now.  He 
headed  the  table  and  was  in  his  happiest  mood. 
He  had  pretty  listeners,  prettily  decked  out,  on 
either  side  of  him,  who  listened  to  his  every  word 
while  their  eyes  travelled  up  and  down  the  table  to 
take  note  of  how  we  below  the  salt  were  affected 
by  such  Solomonic  wisdom;  We  were  not  moved 
so  very  much,  so  the  voice  was  raised  a  little  and 
we  heard  it  say: — "Country  life  has  no  charms 
for  me,  and  the  twaddle  that  one  reads  about  the 
songs  of  birds  and  the  music  of  brooks  is  only  fit 
for  children.  Intellectual  men  have  serious 
problems  to  occupy  their  thoughts^  Country  life 
and  sport  are  for  country  people.  Sport,  in  any 
shape  or  form,  does  not  appeal  to  me';  it  is  a  mere 
will-o'-the-wisp,  a  killer  of  time  and,  sometimes,  I 
fear,  a  brutaliser  of  all  the  finer  instincts.'' 

What  could  one  answer  T  A  man  who  has  no 
love  for  country  Ufe  or  sport  of  any  kind  must  be 
a  slightly  lopsided  creature,  but  I  could  not  tell 
him  so.  He  paused  awhile,  so  I  had  my  chance  of 
taking  up  the  cudgels,  but  I  preferred  to  let  him 
run  his  gait,  which  he  soon  recommenced  to  do  by 
apologising  for  being  in  Ireland.  He  came  to  study 
the  Irish  Question  on  the  spot  and  he  had  formed 
opinions  that  must,  he  felt  sure,  be  shared  by  all 
observant  and  thoughtful  persons  who  had  taken 
pains  to  study  the  Irish  character  in  Ireland.  I 
must  quote  him,  as  his  words,  uttered  in  the 
presence  of  the  two  Irish  waiting-maids,  who 
listened  with  crimson  angry  faces,  are  burnt  into 
my  memory  with  the  shame  I  felt.  "  I  came  here 
with  quite  an  open  mind.  Indeed  I  was  more  than 
prepared  to  be  pleased  with  the  Irish  people ;  but 
their  poverty,  their  indolence,  and  their  filthy, 
unfloored  cabins,  filled,  crowded  I  should  say,  with 
pigs,  fowls,  and  dirty,  ragged  children,  have  dis- 
gusted me." 

I  heard  all  this  and  wondered  who  would  offer 
protest.  A  voice  I  knew  quite  near  me  whispered 
"Bless  their  little  hearts."  I  had  heard  the  same 
man  use  those  words  long  years  before  when  two 
baby  boys  were  placed  upon  his  knees  with  their 
white  draperies  trailing  to  his  feet.  The  mother 
had  died  that  day  leaving  him  in  charge  of  them 
with  other  children  that  made  up  just  half  a  score. 
Since  then  his  charges  have  grown  to  men  and 
women  and  he  has  been  heard  to  say  "  Bless  their 
httle  hearts  "-  to  grandchildren. 

Would  he  not  cause  the  roof  to  shake  with  his 
displeasure  at  hearing  children  spoken  of  in  such 
a  manner  ?    He  did  not  speak.    I  was  too  full  of 


shame  and  anger.  I  should  have  been  worsted 
in  an  instant  by  the  semi-pious,  smooth-tongued 
talker, 

"  Whose  native  cheek,  where  facts  are  weak. 
In  triumph  brings  him  through  !  " 
Then  I  thought  kindly  of  the  little  red-haired,  fiery- 
tempered  Enniskillen  shopkeeper  who  had  cursed 
me  so  roundly,  and  I  longed  for  his  presence  there 
to  hear  him  speak  as  he  should  think  fitted  the 
occasion. 

The  few  superior  tourists  that  I  have  met  were 
gentlemen — yes,  print  it  so — but,  as  may  be  seen 
from  the  following,  taken  from  T.  P.'a  Weekly, 
gentlewomen  are  sometimes  quite  as  indiscreet  :  — 
"  Last  summer  a  friend  of  mine  heard  two  English 
ladies  in  a  Dublin  tram  abusing  at  the  top  of  their 
voices  the  'dirty  Irish,'  and  vowing  that  they 
would  never  revisit  that  filthy  country.  '  We 
shall  try  Wales  next  summer,'  they  concluded.' 
'  Indeed,  thin,  ladies,'  said  a  fishwoman  opposite 
them,  'I  wouldn't  thry  Wales,  if  I  was  ye.  Sure, 
there  are  dirty  Irish  in  Wales,  too.    I'll  tell  ye 

what  ye'll  do,  now.    Go  to  H         for  yer  next 

holiday.    Ye'll  find  no  dhirty  Irish  there !  -  " 

O,  that  our  King  Edward  could  give*  us,  who 
need  it  so,  a  little  of  his  priceless  tact!  Have 
these  gentlefolks  ever  asked  themselves  whose  fault 
it  is  that  the  cabin  has  no  floorboards  and  that  the 
filling  of  little  mouths  with  bread  takes  so  much 
time  as  leaves  very  little  for  washing  faces  ?  Irish 
boys  and  girls  may  often  have  dirty  faces,  but 
there's  grit  beneath  the  dirt;  they  are  healthy, 
quick-witted  and,  I  add,  on  the  authority  of  that; 
excellent  teacher,  the  Teelin  schoolmaster,  "  quick 
to  learn  and  a  pleasure  to  teach. '- 

Cannot  we  look  forward  and  see  them  grown 
into  fine  lads,  as  smart  as  smart  can  be,  with  a 
little  cap  on  one  corner  of  their  heads  and  a  narrow 
band  of  leather  between  their  mouths  and  chins^ 
the  best  of  England's  soldiers  ? 

To  condemn  the  Irish  cabins  wholesale  is  a  great 
mistake,  for  I  have  sat  inside  many  where  I  could 
have  eaten  my  food  from  the  spotlessly  white  table 
and  where  the  plates  and  dishes  on  the  dresser 
shelves  were  clean  enough  for  Royal  visitors.  The 
Queen  herself  would  have  felt  at  home  with  the 
inmates  and  have  been  pleased  with  their  unaffected 
courtesy  and  the  simple  way  in  which  they  offered 
the  best  they  had. 

We  English  have  only  to  look  at  home  to  see, 
even  amongst  those  whose  labour  has  full  scope, 
improvidence,  and  other  things  that  unfavourably 
compare  with  ducks,  fowls  and  pigs,  although  they 
have  no  house  or  sty. 

Materials  with  which  to  build,  excepting  stone, 
are  costly  and  far  to  fetch.  Wood  there's  none, 
excepting  peat-blackened  stumps  where  miles  of 
forest-trees  once  stood. 

It  is  easy  to  say  a  man  is,  or  that  a  people  are, 
lacking  in  enterprise,  or  that  he  or  they  are 
indolently  inclined,  or  that  his  or  their  ambition  is 
confined  to  a  short  pipe  and  a  long  look  at  the 
growing  pig,  but,  wherever  profit,  that  great 
sweetener  of  labour,  is  to  be  had,  there  is  no  lack 
of  willing  Irish  workers. 

Are  the  Irish  the  only  people  to  cry  out  when 
work  is  unprofitable  ?  I  know  one  man  at  least 
who  would  soon  cry  in  a  loud  voice  "  What  is  the 
use  of  it  ?  " 

By  frugality  amounting  almost  to  meanness,  by 
scraping  here  and  there,  the  rent  is  set  aside  and 
the  year  goes  by.  The  few  acres  of  boggy  land  are 
not  kind  in  the  best  of  seasons,  but  when  a  wet  one 
comes  the  only  increment  is  another  year  and 
possibly  another  child. 

Our  poet  asks — 
"  What  ails  you,  Sister  Erin,  that  your  face 
Is,  hke  your  mountains,  still  bedewed  with  tears  ?  " 

Had  we  aU  an  Irish  relative — as  I  have — we 
should  be  easily  able  to  answer  the  poet's  question; 

What  Irish  m'^n  and  women  need  is  just  a  fair 
chance,  and,  fortunately,  there  are  good  men,  and 
women  too,  working  with  all  their  might  to  give  it 
them. 

The  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  has 
80,000  members,  principally  small  farmers,  who. 
by  their  combination,  can  get  their  needs  supplied 
for  improved  farming  at  the  lowest  price,  while 
their  produce  is  aided,  in  many  ways,  to  reach  the 
best  market. 

The  Irish  Cottage  Industries  Association  is  doing 
splendid  work  in  providing  profitable  employment 
for  the  women.  It  is  quite  a  pleasing  sight  to  see 
the  nimble  fingers  of  women  and  girls  knitting, 
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while  seated  on  hillocks  or  rocks  near  their  cottages, 
or  to  meet  them  carrying  bmidles  of  completed 
work  to  store-houses. 

It  wa.s  the  work  of  the  Congested  District  Board 
I  was  most  constantly  coming  in  contact  with,  as 
it  has  done  so  much  for  the  coast  of  Donegal. 

To  show  how  readily  the  men  and  boys  took  to 
new  industries  in  the  very  district  of  which  I  am 
writing,  I  have  taken  the  following  from  the  Board's 
1903  report. 

"  All  the  barrels  manufactured  at  our  cooperages 
during  the  year  were  made  by  coopers  and  aijpren- 
tices  belonging  to  the  Teelin  and  Burtonport 
districts.  The  financial  result  of  our  barrel-making 
operations  has  been  quite  satisfactory,  as  the 
cooperages,  which  have  been  in  operation  during 
the  past  seven  years,  have  proved  to  be  self- 
supporting." 

Our  king  had  knowledge  of  all  these  good  works, 
and  had  faith  when  he  wrote: — "  For  a  country  so 
attractive  and  a  people  so  gifted  we  cherish  the 
warmest  regard,  and  it  is,  therefore,  with  supreme 
satisfaction  that  I  have,  during  our  stay,  so  often 
heard  the  hope  expressed  that  a  brighter  day  is 
dawning  upon  Ireland.  I  shall  eagerly  await  the 
fulfilment  of  this  hope."- 


as  I  am  never  tired,  they  have  to  work  long  hours, 
and  thereby  fully  earn  their  pay. 

I  don't  know  of  any  sport  so  cheap  and  certainly 
of  none  so  good. 

Cheap,  or  dear,  the  time  comes  when  I  must  go 
fishing.  I  don't  want  all  the  sea  or  all  the  river  so 
I  make  no  secret  of  where  I  get  my  joys. 

To  see  men  or  boys  fishing,  be  they  known  to  me 
or  not,  gives  me  pleasure,  just  as  seeing  them  do 
wrong  would  cause  mo  pain. 

Toil  is  an  inheritance  we  cannot  escape,  but  we 
may  learn  to  spend  our  leisure  in  such  a  manner 
as  will  best  fit  us  to  resume  our  tasks. 

I  have  taught  every  boy  of  our  big  family  to  fish, 
and  I  hope  there  is  not  one  amongst  them,  indeed 
I  am  sure  there's  not,  that  would  fudge  at  marbles. 

Boys  that  have  been  taught  to  play  fair  and  tell 
the  truth  give  little  trouble  and  heaps  of  pleasure ; 
yes,  heaps  and  heaps. 

I  know  men  who  only  care  for  making  money 
and  who  appear  to  need  no  breaks  in  their  yearly 
toil  and,  if  an  enforced  one  comes  on,  it  is  to  them 
the  greatest  toil  of  all. 

They  are  much  to  be  pitied  who  have  no  hobby 
to  fall  back  upon.  When  they  have  had  their  fill 
of  money-making  there  is  no  retirement  for  them. 


Photo  by]  [  W.  E.  Geen. 

Congested  Disteict  Board's  Pier:  Curing  House  and  Boats  at  Malin  Beg. 


Possibly,  some  of  my  readers  look  to  me  for 
guidance  in  the  matter  of  the  costs  of  fishing. 

When  the  purse  is  slender  it  is  wise  to  know  the 
price  before  you  make  a  start,  and  to  beware  of 
appearing  as  if  you  had  the  wealth  of  all  the  Indies. 

Remember,  when  King  George  I.  was  travelUng 
incognito  on  the  Continent,  and  wished  to  do  so 
cheaply,  he  had  to  stop  at  an  inn  while  they 
changed  horses.  He  spent  the  time  in  having  tea 
and  eggs.  When  paying  the  bill  he  found  that  the 
eggs  were  charged  for  at  the  rate  of  twenty  marks 
apiece. 

"  What !  are  eggs  so  scarce  here,  then  ?  --  he  asked 
the  landlord. 

"No,  sire;  but  kings  are.-' 

It  aids  you  much  to  know  exactly  what  you 
want,  to  ask  for  it  plainly,  and  sometimes,  if 
occasion  needs  it,  to  boldy  state  your  price. 

I  fear  I  am  a  bad  adviser  of  how  to  proceed 
cheaply.  Having  seen,  approved  and  paid  my 
bill,  I  crumple  it  in  my  hand  and  say  good-bye  to 
it  quickly. 

To  each  of  my  two  men  at  Burtonport  I  gave 
five  shillings  per  day,  which  included  the  use  of 
their  boat,  and  the  hotel  charged  eight  shillings  the 
day  or  fifty  for  a  week.  I  thought  these  charges 
reasonable.  You  can  get  a  boat  and  man  for  much 
less  than  half  ten  shillings,  but  my  desire  for 
roughish  water,  which  helps  the  fish  to  feed  during 
the  glare  of  a  summer  day,  calls  for  two  men,  and, 


as  that  wovild  mean  rust,  and  then  not  all  their 
wealth  can  purchase  for  them  the  pleasures  of 
wholesome  sport. 

A  hobby  such  as  fishing  is  infinitely  more  than 
a  filler  in  of  time.  Who  has  gone  often  to  the 
riverside  to  fish  and  not  felt  the  better  for  it? 
Kind  thoughts  must  come  to  him  and  make  kinder 
all  he  does  and  says. 

Fishing  is  worth  all  you  can  afford  to  pay  for  it 
as,  in  addition  to  its  immediate  gifts,  the  memories 
it  leaves  of  happy  days  are  priceless ;  especially  so, 
when  you  tell  of  them  to  your  children,  and,  maybe, 
to  your  children's  children  aa  I  now  tell  of  them 
to  mine.; 

P.S. — This  being  the  end  of  this  series  I  have  to 
thank  many  readers  who  have  been  kind  enough  to 
send  me  expressions  of  approval  of  my  simple 
writings.'  Had  I  but  loved  books  in  my  youth  as  I 
loved  the  wild  moor  and  the  home  meadows,  I 
should,  perhaps,  have  been  able  to  write  with  some 
learning ;  but,  in  that  case,  maybe,  I  should  have 
had  nothing  to  write  about. 

Your  severest  critic,  you  will  ever  find,  is  of  your 
own  bone:  — 

-"What  about  the  multitude  of  anglers  who  get 
no  chance  of  fishing  for  salmon,  trout  and  pollack?  '' 
was  the  query  put  to  me  by  a  son  who  knows  how 
proud  I  am  of  the  honour  paid  me,  year  after  year, 
by  the  Thames  and  Lea  anglersj   My  answer  was : 


"  Fishing  in  the  home  counties,  under  the  heading 
of '  What  I  have  seen  while  fishing,  and  how  I  have 
caught  my  fish,'  is  to  be  the  last,  but  not  the  least 
interesting  to  me,  of  the  three  divisions  of  my 
writings  for  the  book  you  boys  have  rushed  nujl^ 
into,'i  aj 

[I  am  sure  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
regret  that  this  series  of  Mr.  Geen's  articles  conclude 
in  this  issue,  and  no  doubt  they  will  hope  with  me 
that  he  will  yet  again  cast  his  lines  in  these  pages. 
In  response  to  numerous  expressions  of  opinion  that 
have  come  to  me  that  his  writings  should  appear 
in  book  form,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  they  are 
now  being  prepared  for  publication  in  illustrated 
book  form.  I  abo  note  with  pleasure  that  he  is 
occupied  in  completing  a  series  of  illustrated 
chapters  on  fishing  in  the  home  counties,  particu- 
larly in  the  Thames,  to  form  the  third  portion  of 
his  booL — Ed.] 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  THE 
NIPIGON. 


The  best  speckled  trout  fishing  in  the  world 
to-day  is  to  be  found  in  the  Mipigon  river  in 
Western  Ontario.  Its  waters  are  clear  as  crystal 
and  ice  cold,  the  rapids  are  numerous,  and  all  the 
other  conditions  which  go  to  make  an  ideal  trout 
stream  are  there.  And  the  trout  are  there,  too. 
Not  only  are  they  plentiful,  but  they  are  of  unusually 
large  size.  Speckled  trout  weighing  as  much  as 
101b.  have  been  caught  in  the  Nipigon,  and  those 
of  5lb.  and  61b.  are  common. 

Besides  the  speckled  trout  the  river  aho  contains 
lake  trout,  white  fish,  wall-eyed  pike,  suckers, 
sturgeon,  and  pickerel  The  pickerel  are  a  great 
scourge.  They  have  insatiable  appetites,  and 
devour  the  young  trout  and  the  spawn.  The 
Canadian  Government  is  very  wisely  making  war 
on  them.  Last  year  thousands  of  pickerel  were 
caught  in  nets  and  destroyed.  If  this  were  not 
done,  in  a  few  years  there  would  be  no  trout  left 
in  the  Nipigon; 

A  trio  of  Amsterdam ians  set  out  for  the  Nipigon 
on  June  22  with  the  intention  of  despoiling  that 
stream  of  some  of  its  largest  fish,  and,  incidentally, 
of  enjoying  one  of  the  finest  camping  trips  imagin- 
able. Going  to  Montreal,  we  took  one  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway's  fine  transcontinental 
trains,  and  after  a  dehghtful  journey  of  925  miles 
westward  through  a  wild  and  pretty  country  arrived 
at  Nipigon  Station,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Nipigon 
river. 

Here  is  located  one  of  the  oldest  posts  of  the 
great  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  For  more  than 
200  years  the  Ojibway  Indians  from  the  region  to 
the  north,  even  as  far  as  the  Albany  river,  have 
come  down  to  trade  at  this  post  with  their  birch- 
bark  canoes  loaded  with  valuable  furs,  which  they 
barter  off  for  supplies;  This  traCBc  still  continues, 
though  in  a  less  degree.  The  wants  of  the  Indians 
are  simple,  their  suppUes  consisting  principally  of 
flour,  sugar,  tea,  and  pork.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  grown  rich,  for  it 
makes  a  good  profit  on  the  furs  which  it  buys  from 
the  Indians,  and  another  profit  on  the  supplies  it 
in  turn  sells  to  them. 

As  our  train  pulled  in  at  Nipigon  station  we 
found  our  eight  Indian  guides  perched  in  a  pictur- 
esque row  on  the  raihng  along  the  station  platform. 
We  had  hired  them  in  advance,  through  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company.  Our  head  man  was  Joe 
Bouchard,  one  of  the  best  guides  on  the  river. 
His  brother  Jimmy  was  our  cook,  and  the  tooth- 
some meals  he  prepared  for  us  over  a  camp-fire  in 
the  open  air  were  good  enough  to  tickle  the  palate 
of  an  epicure;  Among  our  other  guides  was 
Fran9ois  Kekek,  the  best  hunter  in  the  Nipigon 
country. 

We  had  arranged  with  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  by  letter  for  our  camping  outfit  and 
supplies,  and  the  company's  efficient  and  obliging 
manager,  Donald  MacDonald,  had  left  nothing 
undone.  Tents,  blankets,  tables,  chairs,  cooking 
utensils,  provisions — in  short,  everything  necessary 
for  a  comfortable  camping  trip  of  three  weeks — 
were  in  readiness. 

We  spent  the  night  at  Nipigon,  a  settlement  of 
three  stores,  a  hotel,  and  about  a  dozen  houses,  and 
early  the  next  morning  started  by  canoe  up  the 
river;  Nipigon  river  is  the  outlet  of  Lake  Nipigoff, 
some  forty -five  miles  to  the  north,  and  flows  nearly 
due  south  into  the  north  part  of  Lake  Superior! 
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A  line  drawn  north  from  Chicago  would  pass  a 
little  to  the  east  of  the  Nipigon.  It  is  a  beautiful 
river,  broad  and  deep.  Swift  rapids  are  numerous, 
and  there  are  many  wooded  islands.  In  several 
places  the  river  widens  out  into  lakes,  which  have 
little  or  no  current.  Virgin  forests  line  its  steep 
banks,  and  stretch  unbroken  for  many  miles,  a 
paradise  for  the  hunter.  Moose,  caribou,  and  deer 
abound,  and  each  year  they  are  growing  more 
plentiful,  as  nobody  hunts  in  this  vast  wilderness 
except  a  few  scattered  Indians,  who  kill  only 
enough  to  supply  their  table. 

Our  fleet  of  four  birch-bark  canoes  presented  a 
pleasing  picture  as  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  each 
canoe  having  a  crew  of  two  Indians,  one  rowing  at 
the  bow  and  the  other  paddling  at  the  stem,  while 
we  reclined  luxuriously  on  comfortable  seats  with 

]  nothing  to  do  but  smoke  oxu:  pipes  and  enjoy  the 

[  splendid  scenery.- 

At  the  end  of  twelve  miles  we  came  to  swift 
rapids  and  falls,  around  which  it  was  necessary  to 
make  a  portage  of  two,  and  a  half  miles.    This  is 

!  known  as  Long  Portage,  and  used  to  be  the  hardest 
part  of  the  trip  up  the  river,  but  now  a  man  keeps 
a  team  and  wagon  there,  which  can  be  hired  to 
convey  the  outfit  across.  Taking  advantage  of  this, 
it  was  not  long  before  we  were  ready  to  embark 
again  at  the  head  of  the  falls. 

Here  the  river  widens  out  into  what  is  known  as 
Lake  .Jessie,  the  upper  end  of  which  we  reached 
before  night  came  on.  Everything  was  at  once 
unloaded,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  Indians 
pitched  the  four  tents  and  established  camp  would 
do  credit  to  a  circus.  Meanwhile,  the  cook  and  the 
"  cookee had  a  fire  going,  and  soon  we  were  served 
with  a  nicely  prepared  meal. 

After  a  good  night's  rest  we  continued  our  journey, 
and  having  made  two  short  portages  around  some 
rapids,  camped  for  the  night  at  the  lower  end  of 
Pine  Portage.  In  front  of  our  camp  was  a  rapid, 
a  good  place  to  fish.  Next  morning,  while  the 
Indians  were  carrying  our  outfit  over  the  mile  and 
a  half  of  the  portage,  two  of  us  went  out  in  a  canoe 
and  trolled,  using  phantom  mintiows.  Soon  there 
was  a  violent  tug  on  one  of  the  lines.-  It  seemed 
too  strong  for  a  fish,  so  it  was  decided  that  the 
hook  was  fast  on  bottom.  The  canoe  was  accord- 
ingly backed  by  the  obedient  Indians,  and  the  line 
reeled  in.  However,  a  series  of  sharp  jerks  soon 
told  us  that  we  had  hooked  our  first  Nipigon  trout. 
After  a  sharp  fight,  the  guide  at  the  stem  scooped 
him  in  with  the  landing-net,  remarking  as  he  did 
80,  "pungee,"  which  is  the  Indian  for  smalL  We 
did  not  agree  with  him,  for  we  found  we  had  landed 
a  beautiful  speckled  trout  weighing  3^1b.  However, 
we  had  not  fished  many  days  before  we,  too,  got 
to  regard  a  3^-pounder  as  "pungee."  In  fact, 
several  times  we  caught  so  many  trout  that  we 
threw  back  some  weighing  as  much  as  4-Jlb.  We 
continued  to  fish  at  Pine  Portage  for  half  an  hour, 
during  which  time  two  more  trout  were  landed,  one 
weighing  3|lb;  and  the  other  41b, 

In  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at 
Camp  Victoria,  about  thirty-two  miles  north  of 
Nipigon  station,  and  here  we  made  our  permanent 
camp.  It  is  an  ideal  camping  place,  being  a 
smooth,  rocky  point  that  extends  out  into  the 
river,  catching  every  breeze,  and  consequently 
being  almost  entirely  free  from  mosquitoes,  black 
flies,  and  gnats,  which  at  some  places  on  the  river 
are  a  source  of  great  annoyance. 

We  were  now  on  the  best  part  of  the  river  for 
fishing.  Directly  in  front  of  our  camp  was  a  rapid 
which  afforded  excellent  fishing,  and  above  us,  all 
the  way  to  Lake  Nipigon,  almost  the  whole  course 
of  the  river  was  fine  fishing  ground. 

We  soon  learned  that  the  trout  would  not  rise 
to  a  fly  this  year,  and  that  the  best  bait  was  live 
minnows.  These  were  easily  scooped  up  in  nets 
near  the  shore,  and  were  used  either  on  Archer 
spinners  or  on  two  regular  hooks  tied  together,  one 
above  the  other.  We  used  six-foot  leaders. — 
Gakdineb  Kline,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE   OAKEN  CLOUGH  FISHEKY, 
GAKSTANG,  LANCASHIRE. 

Mr.  Harold  Jackson,  of  the  above  fishery, 
writes  :— "  Whilst  netting  a  lake  this  week  to  rid  it 
of  coarse  fish,  preparatory  to  stocking  with  trout,  we 
had  in  one  draught  along  with  others  three  largo 
perch,  weighing  ^lb.,  2|lb.,  and  21b.  These  fish 
were  perfect  beauties  !  It 


THE  "PIERRBPONT"  BAIT 
(REGISTERED). 


Messrs.  Wm.-  Bartleet  &  Sons,  of  Abbey  Mills, 
Redditch,  send  for  notice  a  new  spinning  bait, 
which  is  described  as  "the  invention  of  a  practical 
angler.'.' 

The  advantages  claimed  for  the  "Pierrepont" 
bait  are  that  it  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  old 
style  of  spoon,  and 

"  (1 )  No  sinker  is  required  on  the  line  in  front  of 
bait. 

"(2)  The  spin  is  absolutely  true  and  rapid,  which 
causes  the  hooks  to  take  hold  better. 

"(3)  There  are  no  unsightly  swivels  and  fixings 
in  front  of  bait  to  scare  the  fish  and  catch  the 
weeds,  etc. 

"  (4)  The  bait  is  hea-vy  enough  for  long  distance 
casting  and  sinking  properly. 

"The  new  bait  is  an  ideal  one  for  heavy,  deep, 
or  quick  running  waters,  and  is  almost  a  certain 
hooker  when  touched.'- 

The  bait  is  made  in  the  following  sizes : — Large 
pike,  2  Jin. ;  pike,  2in. ;  salmon,  IJin. ;  trout,  1  Jin. ; 
fly,  lin. 

Without  doubt  the  "  Pierrepont ''  is  a  first-rate 
artificial  bait,  with  more  novelty  about  it  than 
most  so-called  new  baits  can  claim  to  possess.  It 
is  hardly  a  spoon,  inasmuch  as  the  sides  are  quite 
flat  except  where  turned  up  at  the  ends  to  give  the 
spin  (a  method  which  is  as  good  as  it  is  old).  A 
glance  at  the  illustration  will  show  that  it  is  thicker 
than  usual  in  spoons,  also  that  the  swivel  is  secured 


inside.  The  bait  is  well  made,  and  will  not  only 
attract  and  kill  fish  of  all  kinds,  but  will  attract 
anglers  who  use  spinning  baits.  For  sea  fishing  it 
would  doubtless  be  advisable  to  use  a  brass  swivel ; 
also  as  regards  the  size  of  the  triangle,  doubtless 
the  makers,  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  &  Sons,  will  give 
anglers  a  choice  of  sizes  to  select  from.  As  a  rule, 
the  triangles  mounted  on  spoons  and  other  artificial 
spinning  baits  are  much  too  heavy  and  clumsy; 
they  make  hooking  a  fish  difficult,  and  often  ruin 
the  spin.  It  is  much  better  to  have  small  hooks 
with  very  sharp  points,  and  in  most  cases  a  single 
hook  will  be  found  best  in  every  way.  A  single 
hook  made  with  a  spring  catch  and  eye  this  shape 


in  different  sizes  would  be  most  useful  for  spoons 
and  baits  like  this  excellent "  Pierrepont."  Perhaps 
it  would  be  difficult  to  make  hooks  fine  in  the 
point  and  barb,  thick  in  the  bend,  and  fine  again 
in  ehank  and  eye,  but  I  would  much  like  to  try 
some,  and  would  wilhngly  pay  for  cost  of  making. 
Such  a  hook  would  be  strong  just  where  strength 
is  wanted,  and  would  M  hang -2  better  and  hook 
betteri  R,  B,-  M. 


FIVE   SEASONS'   HISTORY   OF  A 
SEA-TROUT  LOCH  AND  RIVER. 


In  some  earlier  notes  I  spoke  of  Loch  Eilt  and 
the  river  Ailort,  and  in  a  less  degree  of  Loch  Morar 
and  the  river  Morar.  I  beg  to  refer  my  readers  to 
what  was  then  said.    { Annals  Scott.  Nat.  Hist. ) 

In  1901 1  had  further  opportunities  of  observation 
at  the  former  locality — namely,  Loch  Eilt  and  river 
Ailort — and  I  obtained  some  more  definite  informa- 
tion and  correct  statistics  about  the  runs  of  sea- 
trout.  Some  of  the  following  notes  are  not  new, 
but  I  think  it  is  better  to  refer  direct  again  to 
them.-    Ascertained  facts  are  as  follows: — 

(1)  The  April  fish  and  the  May  fish  are  almost 
all  large  fish,  and  (may)  include  some  salmon,  but 
certainly  include  the  largest  individuals  of  what 
are  generally  designated  "  sea-trout,"  *  running  up 
to  from  61b.  to  81b.,  or  even  larger.  (I  have  seen 
two  fresh-run  bull-trout(<S'.  eriox)  obtained  on  Loch 
Eilt,  one  in  July,  1891,  which  weighed  8lb.,  caught 
by  one  of  our  party,  and  another  caught  by  myself 
in  the  same  month  and  year.  The  latter  weighed 
3Jlb.,  but  most  of  the  bull-trout  had  run  earher  in 
the  season.  These  were  quite  unmistakably  bull- 
trout, fresh-run. 

(2)  The  June  run  consists  of  smaller  fish  as  a 
rule,  sea-trout  (S.  trutta),  but  a  considerable 
number  up  to  21b.  weight,  and  even  to  31b.  and 
3|lb.,  but  the  average  varjdng  from  year  to  year. 
Also  finnock  begin  to  put  in  an  appearance  in  the 
river,  but  rarely  in  the  loch.  These  finnock  and 
some  sea- trout  accumulate  in  the  resting  pools  of 
the  river,  usually  settling  down  in  the  Fall  Pool 
between  Loch  Eilt  and  Dhuloch,  if  there  be  a 
sufficiency  of  water  to  take  them  up  so  far;  but  if 
the  "  false  spate  "  f  only  allows  them  to  get  up  as  far 
as  the  Policeman's  Pool,  or  the  Rock  Pool,  then 

_they  make  these  their  resting  pools.  The  latter 
was  the  despicable  case  of  the  river  in  1901  up  till 
the  end  of  July. 

But  there  is  no  free  run  of  finnock  much  before 
the  spring  tides  of  July.J  Along  -with  the  June 
run  a  few  salmon  go  up,  but  very  few  seem  to  go 
further  than  the  Dhuloch.  Then,  for  the  most 
part,  these  fish  sulk  in  the  deeps  of  that  huge 
resting  place,  and  will  not  look  at  a  fly  except  in 
the  shallows  at  the  extreme  top  end  and  at  one  or 
two  other  spots.  Nor  has  trolling  these  depths 
ever  been  prosecuted  -with  success.  The  Dhuloch 
has  a  depth  of  from  14ft.  to  24ft. 

(3)  The  mid  July  run  consists  of  finnock  in  force 
— that  is,  the  grilse  of  the  sea- trout  on  their  first 
return  from  the  sea  to  their  native  stream — and 
adolescent  sea-trout  of  from  lib.  up  to  21b. 
and  31b.,  and  possibly  a  few  even  larger  ones.: 
Usually  these  mid  July  finnock  run  in  weight 
about  |-lb.,  while  a  run  of  smaller  and  presumably 
younger  (?)  finnock  come  up  with  the  next  spring 
tide  of  July,  and  the  still  later  runs  consist  mostly 
of  even  smaller  ones.  But  exceptions  to  this  rule 
occur,  and  this  was  very  marked  in  July,  1902  (of 
which  I  shall  have  more  to  say  further  on).  Here 
let  it  suffice  to  state  that  in  the  month  of  July,  1901, 
our  party  made  the  observation  that  the  estuarial 
part  of  the  river  showed  a  most  unusual  preponder- 
ance of  immature  finnock,  and  even  swarms  of 
newly  descended  smolts.  The  reason  was  not  far 
to  seek— the  fact  being  that  there  had  been  too 
little  water  in  the  river  all  summer  until  about 
July  26  either  to  allow  the  descent  of  the  bulk  of 
the  smolts  or  of  larger  fish,  or  the  ascent  of  others. 
The  awful  drought  of  1901  was  at  all  events  a  fact 
which  was  exceedingly  phenomenal,  and  was 
witnessed  on  many  other  rivers  besides  the  one 
under  present  consideration,  but  has  been  since 
excelled  by  that  of  1904 — at  least,  so  I  am  told. 

(4)  Another  point  is  that  the  larger  class  of 
"sea-trout''  do  not  go  up  and  take  possession  of 
the  best  upper  reaches  of  the  spawning  grounds  of 
the  feeding  burns,  but  "on  bright  days  can  be 
seen  fanning  out  their  redds  on  the  shallow, 
gravelly,  and  sandy  bays  of  Loch  Eilt  itself,  their 
principal  spa-wnmg  ground'-  (auct,  J.  Garr, 
watcher).    Are  these  sea-trout,  vera  ? 

*  See  further  on,  under  S.  ertox. 

t  "False  spate"  I  use  as  a  term  for  the  early 
spates  wliich  only  as  a  rule  affect  the  run  of  the 
river  without  bein^  sufficient  to  aSect  the  levels  of 
the  head  reservoirs. 

J  Very  commonly  spoken  of  as  the  "Wool 
Market  spate,"  as  occurring,  usually  coexistent  in 
time,  with  the  annual  Inverness  Wool  Market  in 
July,  and  with  the  spring  tides  of  midsummer. 
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(5 )  Salmon  are  not  abundant  in  Loch  Eilt,  nor 
BO  abundant  in  proportion  to  sea-trout  anywhere 
•within  the  basin.  A  few  salmon  are  usually  to  be 
found  on  redds  on  the  river  both  below  and  above 
the  Dhuloch,  but  most  of  the  salmon  descend  from 
the  deep  waters  of  the  Dhuloch  and  spawn  upon 
the  river  below,  and  also  on  the  tributary  burns 
below  Loch  Eilt^  But  on  one  occasion  when  some 
angling  tenants  complained  of  the  scarcity  of 
sahnon,  and  said  there  "are  no  fish  in  the  river  or 
loch,"-  the  reply  was  prompt.  The  then  keeper 
and  watchers  were  instructed  to  take  a  haul  of  the 
net  or  two  in  the  deep  water  of  Dhuloch,  and  on 
this  being  done  no  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
fish,  nearly  all  salmon,  were  taken  out  to  prove  the 
contrary.*  This  experiment  certainly  proved 
abundance— but  of  what?  I  will  have  more  to 
say  as  to  this  presently,  and  as  to  the  sporting 
quality  and  economic  value  of  these  very  fish. 

I  now  proceed  to  give  evidence  of  the  further 
history  of  these  waters  in  our  experience  in  1901. 

The  long-continued  drought  of  that  summer 
season  showed  the  lowest  level  of  the  loch  during 
the  first  ten  days  of  July,  and  on  the  scale  gauge 
at  the  boat-house,  some  twenty  degrees  below 
zero  on  the  same  scale,  which  gave  some  twenty- 
four  inches  below  the  normal  level  of  the  loch. 

Then  six  inches  were  added  to  this,  but  only  for 
a  very  short  time,  and  only  for  an  hour  or  two 
could  any  fish  have  run,  and  none,  we  believe, 
could  have  reached  even  the  fall  or  resting  pool 
above  Dhuloch;  indeed,  few,  if  any,  even  i*eached 
the  Policeman's  Pool  or  the  Rock  Pool  Certainly 
none  got  into  the  loch.  That  "  false  spate "  ran 
out;  and  no  more  water  came  into  either  the  river 
or  the  loch  to  speak  of ;  and  it  appears  extremely 
doubtful  if  any  fish  at  all  got  up  into  Loch  Eilt 
during  the  whole  of  June  or  July.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  August,  when  our  party  were  leaving,  a 
small  spate  was  rurming;  but  from  the  returns  of 
fish  killed  during  that  month  scarcely  any  improve- 
ment was  apparent  in  the  fishing  qualities  of  the 
area.  That  few  got  up  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  the  worm-fishers  caught  black  fish,  and  young 
fresh  run  fish  in  the  Policeman's  Pool  as  late  as 
the  very  end  of  July.  Such  an  abnormal  drought, 
if  it  does  not  yield  true  sport,  at  least  reveals  facta 
to  an  observant  eye  and  sense,  which  are  not  pre- 
sented in  normal  seasons,  nor  so  easily  understood. 
On  one  day  when  our  man  was  sent  down  to  the 
river  to  get  us  a  few  fish  with  worm  he  caught  only 
old  and  black  fish  in  the  forenoon,  but  by  the 
afternoon  tide  he  got  some  clean-run  ones  at  the 
same  spot.  A  shght  rise  of  the  river  had  brought 
a  small  detachment  up,  and  after  that  the  kelts 
and  black  fish  disappeared. f 

I  have  said  that  we  had  noticed  that  there  were 
far  more  small  finnock  than  usual  jumping  in  the 
sea  pool  and  the  tideway;  The  average  size  of 
the  finnock  of  1898  was  nearly  |lb.,  and  the  jlb. 
ones  did  not  put  in  an  appearance  till  later.  This 
is  the  normal  condition.  In  the  July  of  1901  there 
were  far  more  firmock  of  the  Jib.  size  than  of  any 
other,  and  so  far  as  we  could  observe  there  were 
no  intermediate  sizes  between  this  ^Ib.  size  and  the 
adult  sea- trout  of  lib.  and  upward.  J  But  lib.  and 
IJlb.  fish  were  abundant  both  among  the  old  run 
fish  of  the  latter  end  of  June  and  among  those 
seen  in  the  sea  pool  as  above  told,  or  of  such 
as  were  taken  by  the  worm  fishers.  It  will  be 
remembered,  I  hope,  that  the  season  of  1899  was 
principally  noted  for  the  fact  that  the  fish — even 
the  finnock — came  up  out  of  the  tideway  not 
in  prime  condition,  and,  indeed,  not  good  on  the 
table.;    Now,  1899  was  also  a  very  dry  season,  and 


*  Towards  the  end  of  June,  or  in  late  years,  the 
parr  wliich  may  ba  caught  on  the  lower  reaches  for 
bait  become  too  big  to  use  as  baits  for  trolUnjj, 
and  most  of  these  are  salmon  parr. 

t  One  of  the  old  black  fish  of  about  51b.  weight 
had.  every  appearance  of  having  been  "potted" 
(that  is,  in  the  language  of  Deeside,  long  confined 
to  fresh  water),  probably  since  April,  possibly  since 
past  autumn,  and  had  ragged  and  pale-coloured 
gills,  but  it  was  not  kelted.  See  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  remarks  about  fish  voluntarily  descending 
to  the  sea  in  the  end  of  July  in  the  rivers  of  the 
Solway  Firth,  not  being  kelts.  Many  kelts,  however, 
as  well  as  black  fish  were  seen  distinctly  in  the  sea 
pool  along  with  smolts  and  small  finnock  and  fresh 
run  fish  at  the  same  time.  The  kelts  were  red 
vented. 

t  I  consider  this  a  "point"  in  1891  for  argument 
and  for  comparison,  say,  in  1902  and  subsequent 
seasons. 


little  fly  fishing  was  obtained  till  the  first  strong 
run  of  the  finnock  took  place  about  July  10. 
That  year  the  average  weight  of  these  finnock  was 
^Ib.  The  first  appearance  of  finnock  rising 
to  the  fly  on  the  loch  was  on  the  13th  of  the 
month,  when  the  resting  pool  immediately  below 
became  reUeved  of  its  congested  condition,  due  to 
the  long-potted  shoals.  (I  hope  anyone  sufiiciently 
interested  in  these  remarks  will  carefully  consider 
whether  they  teach  anything  of  interest  when  com- 
pared with  other  seasons  past  and  to  follow — q.  v.) 

I  once  more  refer  to  the  abundance  of  smolts 
seen  jumping  in  the  sea  pool  (and  some  were 
caught),  and  I  pass  the  remark  that  the  bulk  of 
finnock  and  smolts  descend  to  the  sea  on  east  coast 
rivers  in  the  middle  of  May,  but  on  the  west  coast 
rivers  as  a  rule  by  the  middle  of  July.  If  the 
season  be  abnormally  dry  and  late  after  the  spring 
tides  of  July  an  abnormal  state  of  things  is  estab- 
lished, and  the  consequences  are  not  diflBcult  to 
trace  in  the  sucoeeding  years.  ( N.  B. — Some  finnock 
caught  in  the  Policeman's  Pool  on  July  17,  1901, 
wore  decidedly  black  finnock,  and  were  as  certainly 
descending  fish:  Thus  finnock  of  similar  size  were 
both  ascending  and  descending  at  the  same 
time.) 

Continuing  my  observations  and  experiences  of 
the  loch  and  river  in  1902: — In  the  month  of  June 
our  sub-tenants  got  about 601b.  of  "sea-trout,"  and 
these  were,  as  to  be  supposed,  all  dark  fish,  or 
nearly  all.  I  would  require  to  see  any  exceptions 
to  this  rule  before  I  could  say  what  they  were.  If 
fresh  run,  they  would  probably  be  found  to  be 
S.  eriox. 

On  June  30  I  received  a  wire  from  our  fisherman, 
Carr — "  River  nearlj'  dry.  Will  wire  when  spate." 
I  did  not  expect  to  hear  of  a  true  spate  till  soma 
time  later,  as  all  my  west  coast  experiences  were 
against  any  such  "fond  delusion."  I  again  heard 
on  July  8  from  one  of  our  party,  who  had  gone  up 
earlier,  to  the  effect  that  spate  was  coming  down, 
and  fish  running  freely.  I  went  up  on  July  10, 
and  found  things  in  order.  Previous  to  this  spate, 
and  at  its  commencement,  many  fish  had  been 
killed  with  worm,  but  only  on  one  half-day  by  our 
fisherman,  Carr.  He  was  put  on  at  "  the  evil 
work'-  at  six  a.m.  one  morning,  and  taken  off  at 
twelve  noon,  when  it  was  found  he  had  killed  in 
one  or  two  pools  961b.  of  trout,  all  adult  fish,  and 
no  fiimock.  All  were  black  fish,  and  indeed 
practically  kelts  and  black  hen  fish.  One  which 
appeared  to  be  better  "  mended"  than  the  others  was 
sent  to  me.  I  had  it  cooked  in  the  most  testing 
and  careful  maimer — namely,  plain  boiled.  I 
could  not  eat  it.  Ugh  !•  By  July  10  I  found  that 
a  big  run  of  fish  had  got  up.  The  first  finnock 
seen  were  got  in  the  sea  pool,  five  in  number,  on 
July  10  by  one  of  our  party,  and  three  of  these 
were  very  small — indeed  only  smolts. 

The  loch  had  risen  two  feet  since  the  Friday 
(July  9).  It  was  reported  as  having  been  lower 
than  it  was  in  1901. 

Some  of  Sir  John  Murray's  staff — Bathymetrical 
Survey — were  engaged  in  taking  soundings  of 
lochs  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  found  the  greatest 
depth  of  Loch  Eilt  to  be  119  ft.  at  a  part  of  the 
loch  opposite  the  railway  cutting  close  to  the  Heron 
Island,  and  across  the  loch  at  right  angles  with  the 
shores. 

For  a  day  or  two  we  did  Kttle  with  fly,  but  got 
some  large  fish  on  the  trolls,  some  in  "  fair  con- 
dition,'' but  mostly  black  fish. 

The  first  finnock  got  on  the  loch  was  on  the 
16th,  any  previously  obtained  having  been  taken 
on  the  river,  and  they  continued  to  run  small  and 
also  scarce,  even  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  water 
in  both  loch  and  river.  This  unusually  small 
average  size  and  scarcity  continued  until  nearly 
the  end  of  our  month  of  July ;  but  towards  the 
advance  of  August  or  the  second  spring  tide  of 
July,  many  appeared  in  the  sea  pool,  and  we  began 
to  get  a  better  size  and  much  better  quality, 
individuals  of  which  would  weigh  nearly  ;;lb.  It 
has  generally  been  credited  that  the  first  run  of 
the  finnock  were  the  larger  fish  on  Ailort  and 
Morar — and  elsewhere  also — but  this  year  the 
second  run  were  far  and  away  of  a  finer  size  and 
quaUty.  By  July  25  the  loch  had  again  become 
low — about  5  to  6  inches  below  the  base  of  the 
gauge-rod,  and  from  18in.  to  24in.  below  level  of 
summer  flood — and  though  the  quahty  of  finnock 
was  better,  as  also  the  size,  yet  they  still  continued 
scarce.  J.  A.  Harvie-Beown. 

(To  he  continued.) 


A  WEEK  ON  ^HE  WAVENEY. 

I  WAS  busy  wrestling  with  the  holiday  problem 
which  I  had  made  up  my  mind  was  to  be  spent 
fishing,  when  I  was  struck  by  your  article  "  Fishing 
in  the  Waveney "  in  your  issue  of  July  16,  and 
determined  to  try  my  luck  on  this  stream,  and 
venture  to  offer  my  experience. 

Making  Beccles  my  headquarters,  to  which  there 
are  frequent  and  cheap  fast  trains,  I  was  not  long  in 
finding  comfortable  rooms  at  an  hotel  on  the  rivar. 
This  is  a  necessity,  as  you  need  be  up  early  for  the 
best  sport  and  is  most  convenient.  Your  rods,  bait, 
etc.,  are  all  ready  in  the  boathouse,  and  it  is  simply 
a  matter  of  packing  your  boat.  I  was  always  away 
in  twenty  minutes  from  rising. 

Fish  simply  swarm  in  the  river,  and  holes  and  local 
favourite  places  arc  many.  The  current  is  not  swift 
and  yachts  are  few.  I  tried  your  correspondent's 
hole  the  first  evening,  and  in  about  two  hours,  fishing 
from  The  Bushes,  was  rewarded  with  about  91b.  of 
beautiful  roach.  This  with  simple  bread  paste  and 
no  ground-bait.  Roach  I  found  best  fished  for  on  an 
ebb  tide.  Eels  and  gudgeon,  as  he  said,  were 
abundant.  By  gudgeon  he  probably  means  ruffe. 
They  are,  however,  most  excellent  eating.  Eels 
were  a  nuisance,  as  they  meant  a  fresh  hook 
every  time,  and  occasionally  a  new  line.  The 
largest  eel  the  writer  caught  was  about  |lb., 
though  one  of  l^b.  excited  local  comment.  Eels 
are  caught  by  "  dabbing."  A  ball  of  worsted  is 
threaded  by  a  score  or  so  of  large  lobs  and  fasten  ed 
on  a  piece  of  line  and  a  hazel  stick,  and  lowered  from 
the  boat  into  a  likely  place.  When  you  feel  your 
bite,  draw  your  line  up  and  hold  Mr.  Eel  over  the 
boat  till  he  drops  off,  and  continue  operations.  This  ■ 
mode  of  fishing  is  usually  carried  on  at  night. 

Undoubtedly  the  deepest  holes  contain  the  largest 
fish,  and  the  writer  was  told  of  many.  One  in 
particular.  Row  upstream  to  Dunboro'  Woods,  and 
at  the  further  end  on  the  left  bank  there  is  a  notice- 
able bush.  The  place  cannot  be  mistaken,  for  at  ■ 
this  point  the  railway  comes  almost  to  the  river's 
edge.  It  looks,  and  is,  an  ideal  angling  spot,  and  has 
a  depth  of  fourteen  feet  at  low  water.  Distance 
from  Beccles  three-quarters  of  an  hour  easy  pull. 
In  a  morning's  fish  I  got  some  splendid  roach  and  a 
tench  of  lib.  12oz.— certamly  not  a  specimen  fish, 
but  one,  I  believe,  rarely  caught  in  these  waters.  A 
visitor  at  the  same  hotel  caught  one  of  an  identical 
size  and  in  the  same  hole.  They  made  a  most 
excellent  dish,  but  it  is  imperative  they  should  bo 
killed  and  not  allowed  to  die.  Beccles  fishermen 
say  they  are  only  to  be  caught  when  the  com  is 
ready  to  fall,  and  swear  by  ground-baiting  Avith  ' 
marigold  flowers  tied  to  a  stone  and  sunk.  This 
was  also  a  fine  perch  ground,  and  I  saw  some  under 
my  boat  which  must  have  turned  the  scale  at  21b. 
They  were,  however,  not  to  be  lured  with  a  worm. 
There  is  a  perch  in  a  case  at  the  hotel  on  the  lock 
above  Dunboro'  of  5lb.  3oz. 

Bream  fishing  is  most  excellent  and  grand  sport. 
The  favourite  ground  is  down  the  river  and  called 
Seven  Mile  Can,  but  by  rowing  an  extra  mile  to 
Eight  Mile  Reach,  better  and  heavier  fish  are  the 
rule.  The  distance  sounds  long,  but  as  these  fish 
feed  best  on  the  fiood  tide,  you  have  the  advantage 
of  the  ebb  in  rowing  and  four  hours  of,  I  might  say, 
furious  fishing  leaves  you  about  two  hours  flood  to 
get  back.  Again,  the  wherrymen  are  always  wilUng 
to  help  you  up  or  down,  and  the  price  of  half 
gallon  goes  a  long  way  with  them. 

Fine  tackle  on  the  Waveney  is  the  exception  and  , 
not  the  rule.    Some  of  the  tackle  I  saw  used  at  a  | 
local  angling  match  would  have  made  a  Lea  roach  j 
fisher  squirm.    The  weigh  in  at  night,  however,  | 
would  have  made  him  vow  never  to  fish  the.  Lea 
again.    The  bream  when  on  the  feed  give  you 
absolutely  not  a  minute's  rest,  and  leave  no  room 
for  doubt  in  their  bites.       Your  rod  doubles.  A 
local  story,  and  one  which  half  a  day's  breaming 
convinced  me  of  its  truth,  is  told  of  two  gentlemen 
who  came  up  for  the  bream  from  Great  Yarmouth. 
One  who  sat  in  the  bow  of  the  boat  wore  immaculate 
trousers  and  lemon  boots.    When  the  fishing  was 
finished  he  was  up  to  his  knees  in  bream. 

I  was  also  told  of  the  Yarmouth  Angling  Club 
whose  twenty  members  caught  a  quarter  of  a  ton  of 
bream.  I  can  add  to  same  by  mentioning  one  boat 
of  two  men  who  weighed  in  eighteen  stone  (exact 
weight,  2551b.,  but  bream  are  reckoned  per  stone), 
and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  were  fishing 
higher  up  than  bream  had  ever  been  caught  before. 
The  place  was  just  below  the  two  bridges.  ' 
Ledgering  with   three  hooks,  two   below  and 
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one  above  bullet,  using  tail  of  lob  or  whole 
marshworm,  accounts  for  most  bream.  There 
is  too  much  water  for  float  fishing.  RufiEe  are 
troublesome,  but  their  gentle  tap  is  always  to 
be  distinguished  from  the  tug- tug  of  a  bream, 
and  they  can  thus  be  avoided.  Eels  will,  no 
r  doubt,  try  the  angler's  patience.  My  largest  bream 
was  certainly  not  a  giant  (31b.  5oz.),  but  the  engineer 
at  the  pumping  mill  at  Burgh  St.  Peter  told  me  of  a 
■gentleman  who  sent  twelve  bream  to  London 
:  weighing  65lb.  This,  when  I  spoke  of  it  in  Becclcs, 
was  received  with  doubt,  and  I  only  mention  the 
case  as  it  was  told  me.  I  personally  saw  bream 
beaming  that  must  have  been  magnificent  fish,  as 
they  looked  like  logs  of  wood  rolling  over.  Sep- 
tember is  a  fine  month  for  bream  ;  March  and  April 
for  large  roach  and  pike. 

Last  seasons  fishing  produced  a  5lb.  7oz.  bream, 
31b.  5oz.  perch,  and  a  22  Jib.  pike,  and  all  these  are 
to  be  seen  set  up  in  the  town. 

The  local  anglers  will  always  give  visitors  (very 
few)  hints  as  to  the  best  places,  and  I  always 
found  their  advice  good  and  reliable.  Their  fish 
stories  are  many  and  humorous,  while  you  can 
glean  many  a  hint  from  them,  and  a  pleasant 
evening  is  always  assured  in  their  company. 

As  regards  the  cost,  £3  Avould  cover  a  pleasant 
and  quiet  fishing  week  in  this  "  finest  of  coarse 
fishing  streams,"  including  fare  and  hire  of  boat, 
and  a  week  spent  there  would  ensure  the  visitor, 
like  myself,  of  the  promise  to  spend  his  next  outing 
on  the  Waveney. 

As  a  last  few  words,  I  might  add  that  excellent 
shooting  is  to  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  the  information  as  to  same  is  easily  obtainable 
locally.    River  shooting  is  plentiful  and  varied. 

Hotel,  Waveney.  Proprietor,  W.  Frakes.  Tariff, 
30s.  per  week,  inclusive  Hire  of  boat,  10s.  Fare, 
158.    Food  and  attention  excellent.        G.  C.  C. 


A  GREAT  PUTURE  FOR 
MOTOR-BOATS. 


FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 


The  motor-boat  has  sprung  into  success  almost 
at  a  bound.  It  has  taken  inventors  and  manu- 
facturers years  to  bring  the  motor-car  to  its  present 
state,  whereas  it  seems  but  yesterday  since  we  were 
first  hearing  of  the  motor-boat.  One  reason  for 
this  is  doubtless  that  tube  ignition — that  is,  by  an 
open  flame — would  be  dangerous  on  a  boat,  but 
otherwise  it  is  very  much  easier  to  apply  a  petrol- 
engine  to  a  boat  than  to  a  car,  for  there  are  no  bills 
at  sea,  and  the  water  will  "  give,"  so  that  the  load 
is  picked  up  gradually,  and  not  all  at  once,  as  in 
the  case  of  a  road-car.  Therefore,  we  may  expect 
to  see  an  enormous  development  of  motor-boating 
daring  the  next  year  or  two,  for  is  not  water  the 
Englishman's  natural  element? 

Now,  in  what  direction  is  this  development  Ukely 
to  happen  ?  I  cannot  speak  as  an  expert,  but  it 
seems  eaay  to  answer  this  question.    In  the  first 

Elace,  the  motor-launch  will  supersede  the  steam- 
lunch,  in  a  majority  of  cases.  Stoking  a  fire, 
Under  the  best  circumstances,  is  a  dirty  business, 
and  the  amateur  seldom  cares  to  do  it.  Moreover, 
the  management  of  a  steam-boiler  is  rightly  hedged 
about  by  official  restrictions.  Carelessness  in  run- 
ning a  petrol-engine  would  only  result  in  its  stopping, 
whereas  carelessness  in  running  a  steam-boiler  might 
Bend  the  whole  vessel  to  the  bottom.  Besides 
cleanliness,  however,  and  the  much  smaller  space 
occupied  by  the  means  of  propulsion,  the  motor- 
launch  will  be  very  much  easier  to  manage.  To 
anybody  who  has  a  fair  knowledge  of  a  car,  it  will 
present  no  difficulties  whatever.  A  motor-launch, 
too,  is  always  ready.  You  can  be  away  a  few 
minutes  after  unlocking  the  boathouse  door,  and 
you  can  lock  the  door  again  a  few  minutes  after 
you  get  back.  Again,  the  motor-launch  will  be 
very  much  cheaper.  Advertisements  of  a  number 
of  Uunches  are  before  me,  beginning  with  fishing 
launches  doing  five  and  a  half  knots,  at  £.50  com- 
plete. One  firm  advertises  that  "any  child  of 
ordinary  intelligence  can  take  charge  "  of  them. 

For  fishing  round  the  coast,  in  rivers  and  in 
lochs;  for  pleasure  craft  and  for  yachts,  dinghies, 
tiie  motor-boat  is  obviously  admirably  suited,  and 
everybody  who  has  access  to  water  and  can  afford 
<  the  price  will  soon  want  one.  For  heavy  traction 
work,  too,  sach  aa  towing  yachts,  towing  barges, 
and  driving  barges  themselves,  the  petrol-engine 
5  will  be  widely  used.  And  when  great  speed  is 
desired  its  future  is  assured. — Mr.  Henry  Norman, 
M.P.,  in  the  WwI/Vh  Work  and  Playior  September.; 


The  following  telegram,  "Sturdy's  river  idle  for 
fishing — MoNSEN,"  arrived  too  late  for  our  issue  of 
Aug.  27.  Wo  understand  it  to  mean  that  the 
angling  tenant  has  left,  and  that  the  hotel-keeper 
can  give  leave  to  fish.  Angling  only  lasts  to  the 
14th  inst.,  and  autumn  sport  in  early  rivers  is 
always  precarious;  but  we  insert  the  notice  as  it 
might  be  of  service  to  a  fisherman  already  in 
Norway  or  on  his  way  there: 


A  WIMBLEDON  LAKE  PIKE. 

-In  December  last  Mr.  Charles  Grass,  whilst  fishing 
the  above  lake,  captured  a  very  well-shaped  pike 
weighing  191b.  lOoz.,  where,  being  a  season  ticket 
holder,  he  spends  a  quiet  hour  or  two  in  pursuit  of  his 
favourite  pastime— fishing.    Mr.  Grass  assures  us 


then  bo  washed  away  with  a  stream  of  water  niado 
to  run  from  a  pump,  tap,  or  siphon.  The  current  of 
water  should  bo  strong  enough  to  remove  the  mud, 
but  not  so  great  as  to  carry  off  the  worms.  If  the 
(low  of  water  is  carefully  arranged,  a  small  Injn'h 
of  healthy  worms,  free  of  mud,  will  soon  bo  ready 
to  bo  dropped  into  the  aquarium,  where  those  which 
are  not  immediately  devoured  by  fish  and  other 
animals  will  five  and  thrive  until  their  turn  comes, 
at  some  future  day,  to  furnish  a  meal  for  their 
fellow-captives. 

I  believe,  from  the  experiments  which  I  have 
made,  that  these  worms  may  be  easily  bred  in  con- 
finement, either  in  a  large,  shallow  tank,  or  in  such 
a  vessel  as  an  ordinary  washing-tub.  sunk  a  foot  or 
two  in  the  ground  of  a  garden.  The  bottom  of 
cither  tub  or  tank  should  be  covered  to  the  depth  of 
about  (iin.  with  mud  taken  from  sucli  pools  as  thot-:o 
in  which  these  animals  are  naturally  found.  Tho 
water  above  tho  mud  in  the  reccjAacle  prepared  for 
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that  there  are  others  in  the  lake  of  even  larger  pro- 
portions, and  hopes  to  send  on  the  "  companion  " 
picture  shortly.  The  fish  was  excellently  set  up  by 
Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss,  of  Chelsea. 


WATER-SPIDERS  AND 
WATER-WORMS.* 


CHAPTER  'KN.—cordinuedi 
River  Worms  are  exceedingly  proUfic  and  very 
gregarious.  As  they  breed  so  quickly,  they  are 
useful  in  suppljdng  fish  and  other  carnivorous 
animals  with  excellent  food.  These  worms  are 
often  sold  by  aquarium  dealers  at  so  much  a  mass 
of  them  ;  but  as  they  quickly  die  unless  properly 
treated,  a  little  care  is  necessary  in  buying  them,  or 
else  the  purchaser  will  perhaps  find  that  he  has 
bought  many  dead  ones  among  the  hving,  and 
these  will  be  sure  to  cause  not  a  Uttle  mischief  if 
introduced  into  the  tank;  The  dead  worms  may 
be  detected  by  their  being  of  a  Ughter  colour  than 
those  which  are  ahve  and  healthy,  and  by  the  un- 
pleasant smell  which  will  most  Hkely  proceed  from 
them.  It  is  prudent  to  refuse  to  buy  any  worrns  if 
all  do  not  seem  to  be  ahve  and  well,  for  it  is  a 
difficult  matter  to  separate  the  Uving  f rona  the  dead. 
In  shops  these  worms  are  generally  kept  in  running 
water,  or  in  that  which  is  frequently  changed,  or  in 
a  ruiming  stream  during  the  night,  and  out  of 
water  altogether,  but  covered  with  a  wet  cloth 
during  the  day.  But  I  find  from  experience  that 
they  will  not  five  in  health  for  long  under  any  one 
of  these  conditions,  though  perhaps  long  enough  to 
answer  the  dealer's  purpose.  It  is  not  natural  for 
these  worms  to  bo  kept  in  tangled  masses  either  in 
water  or  out.  Of  course,  the  condition  most  con- 
ducive to  their  health  while  in  confinement  is  that 
which  is  most  similar  to  that  out  of  which  they 
were  taken.  This  may  be  attained  by  placing  them 
in  soft  mud,  over  which  there  is  water  to  a  depth  of 
from  2in.  to  4in.  They  must  not  be  too  crowded. 
When  the  worms  are  required  for  the  aquarium  a 
small  quantity  of  mud  containing  a  number  of  the 
animals  may  be  taken  by  the  help  of  a  small  hand- 
net  and  placed  in  a  shallow  vessel,  such  as  an  old 
soup-plate.  Tho  mud  which  has  been  placed  with 
tho  worms  in  the  plate  or  other  receptacle  should 


♦  From  "Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
QilL 


the  worms  should  not  be  more  than  6in.  nor  less 
than  3in.  The  most  convenient  way,  however,  to 
ensure  a  constant  supply  of  these  very  useful 
animals  is  to  place  a  quantity  of  them  in  a  natural 
pool  in  the  neighbourhood  (if  not  akeady  there), 
and  there  they  would  be  almost  sure  to  breed  suc- 
cessfully. 

A  small  hand-net,  made  of  strong  muslin  or  milk- 
straining  material,  of  about  4in.  in  diameter,  is  very 
useful  for  taking  the  worms  from  their  native 
waters.  The  net  should  be  thrust  into  the  mud  a 
Uttle  beneath  the  red  patches,  and  the  worms  and 
mud  so  obtained  may  be  conveniently  carried  home 
in  an  ordinary  can  and  treated  in  the  manner 
already  recommended. 

I  have  written  at  some  length  concerning  Tj 
rivulorum,  because  it  is  so  exceedingly  useful  for 
feeding  fish  and  other  carnivorous  animals  of  the 
aquarium,  because  it  forms  one  of  the  most  suitable 
foods  for  the  fry  of  trout  and  salmon,  and  because 
it  is  not  likely,  if  not  devoured  immediately  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  tank,  to  die  and  corrupt  the 
water.  In  conclusion,  however,  I  venture  to  warn 
novices  in  aquarium  matters  against  using  either 
dead  or  unhealthy  summer  worms. 

Leeches  are  by  no  means  uninteresting  in  an 
aquarium.  Some  of  them  are  handsomely  marked, 
and  others  are  more  or  less  graceful  swimmers.  As 
they  are  carnivorous  and  greedy,  they  should  bo 
kept  in  a  tank  entirely  given  up  to  their  use.  Many 
people  who  sell  medicinal  leeches  crowd  them 
together  in  a  large  stone  bottle  nearly  full  of  water. 
A  cloth  is  tied  tightly  over  the  mouth  of  the  bottle 
to  keep  the  unhappy  captives  from  cHmbing  out  of 
their  prison.  They  are  thus  kept  in  the  dark  as 
well  as  in  an  unhealthy  condition.  The  water,  how- 
ever, is  occasionally  changed.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a 
cruel  and  unwase  way  of  keeping  leeches,  and  no 
wonder  the  sellers  of  them  complain  that  they  are 
dehcate  animals. 

Those  who  wish  to  possess  leeches  should  place 
them  in  a  large,  well- arranged,  and  securely-covered 
aquarium,  where  they  will  thrive  and  be  seen  to  the 
best  advantage.  They,  of  course,  must  have  no 
comp9,nions  besides  those  of  their  own  species,  and 
even  of  their  size,  for  not  only  will  they  feed  upon 
fish,  frogs,  and  the  like,  but  also  at  times  upon  one 
another. 

The  Medicinal  Leeches,  of  which  there  are  said  to 
be  three  species,  are  the  best  known.  They  were 
formerly  frequently  used  in  medicine,  but  now  only 
rarely.    At  one  time  there  was  such  a  demand  for 
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these  creatures  that  they  were  with  difficulty  pro- 
cured, until  some  Frenchman  started  what  may  be 
called  leech-farming,  and  hia  venture  was  so  success- 
ful that  leech-breeding  became  on  the  Continent 
quite  an  industry.  The  commonest  medicinal 
leech  (Hirudo  medicinalis)  (Fig.  185)  is  of  a  dark 
green  colour,  marked  with  six  reddish-yellow  bands 
along  the  back,  and  the  under-part  of  the  body  is 
greenish  and  spotted  with  black.  Leeches  are  ovi- 
parous, and  live  when  at  Uberty  in  ponds  and  small 
lakes.  The  eggs  are  enveloped  in  cocoons,  which 
are  deposited  upon  the  woods  or  banks  of  tho  water. 


Fig.  185.    Medicinal  Leech  (Hibudo 
medicitstalis). 


These  leeches  are  said  to  be  five  years  arriving  at 
maturity,  but  before  this  age  they  may  be  used  for 
medicinal  purposes:  Leeches  have  no  branchiae  ; 
they  respire  by  means  of  their  skin.  The  mouth  of 
a  leech  is  curious  and  interesting;  It  has  three 
teeth,  somewhat  Uko  circular  saws,  which  make 
three  small  cuts,  all  inclining  towards  the  same 
point;  A  leech  is  both  gluttonous  and  abstemious — 
that  is,  it  will  either  make  such  a  meal  as  to  cause 
it  to  swell  to  more  than  double  its  ordinary  size,  or 
it  will  Uve  for  months,  or  even  years,  with  no  other 
food  than  that  which  it  can  obtain  through  a  con- 
stant change  of  river  or  pond  water.  The  number 
of  eyes  which  a  leech  has  varies  according  to  its 
genus ;  some  have  as  many  as  ten^  As  these 
creatures  frequently  rise  or  sink  in  the  water, 
according  to  the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  they  are 
regarded  by  some  people  as  useful  "  weather 
prophets."  The  Medicinal  Leech  is  from  4in;  to  7in. 
in  length,  and  is  able  to  take  at  one  meal  from  Idrg 
to  \oz.  of  blood; 

The  Horse  Leech  (Hmmopsis  sanguisuga)  is  about 
4in.  long  and  4in;  broad;  Its  body  becomes  rather 
wider  towards  the  tail  end,  and  its  mouth  is  large 
and  protruding  above.  It  is  greenish-black  upon 
the  back,  and  yellowish-green  underneath;  This 
leech  is  a  graceful  swimmer,  and  lives  very  well  in 
an  aquarium;  It  is  foimd  in  ponds  and  lakes, 
where  it  may  be  seen  occasionally  swimming  near 
the  surface,  when  it  can  easily  be  taken  in  a  hand- 
net; 

The  Glutton  Aulostome  (Aulostoma  gvlo)  is  not  a 
suctorial  animal ;  its  teeth  are  not  strong  enough 
to  make  the  necessary  wound  for  the  extraction  of 
blood.  It  is,  however,  an  exceedingly  greedy 
creature,  as  its  name  imphes;  It  feeds  readily  upon 
garden-worms,  snails,  fish,  leeches,  and  other 
aquatic  animals.  This  leech  is  common  in  ponds 
and  lakes,  and  as  it  is  bold  and  active  it  is  rather 
an  interesting  inmate  of  an  aquarium,  of  which  it 
should  be  the  only  occupant. 

The  Eight-eyed  Leech  {Nephdis  octocvlata)  is  an 
active  and  hardy  Uttle  animal,  and  quite  ready  to 
adapt  itself  to  a  hfe  in  coniinement.  It  lives  in 
stagnant  water,  through  which  it  swims  quickly  in 
a  graceful  and  undulating  manner.  It  often 
fastens  itself  to  a  stone  or  the  like  by  means  of  its 
sucker,  and  while  in  captivity  it  can  frequently  be 
seen  thus  fixed  to  the  sides  of  its  aquarium,  and 
waving  its  body  to  and  fro.  It  swallows  most  of  its 
prey  whole,  and  it  may  be  fed  upon  tiny  garden- 
worms  and  small  aquatic  animals.  The  Eight- 
eyed  Leech  is  about  l^in.  long,  and  is  of  a  reddish- 
brown  colour,  sometimes  marked  with  yellow  or 
other  spots; 

While  hunting  over  the  weeds  or  mud  taken  out 
of  stagnant  or  slow- running  water,  one  not  seldom 
finds  some  curious  worm-like  creatures  of  various 
lengths,  which  swim  in  an  eel-hke  manner,  and 
which,  when  at  rest,  frequently  anchor  themselves, 
by  means  of  a  sucker  situated  at  the  extremity  of 
their  body,  to  any  hard  substance  such  as  the  side 
of  an  aquarium  or  to  a  stone.  These  animals  are 
called  Nematoids,  and  they  live  chiefly  upon  vege- 
table matter;  They  have  a  habit,  while  holding  on 
to  anything  with  their  sucker,  of  swaying  them- 
selves backwards  and  forwards  until  they  re- 
commence swimming  in  the  graceful  undulatory 
manner  which  has  given  to  them  the  name  of  "  eels." 

{To  he  continued.) 


MISSED  IN  MAYO! 

From  the  present  time  until  the  dose  of  the 
season  in  October  the  river  Moy  and  Lough  Conn 
and  Lough  CuUen  will  be  centres  of  attraction 
for  numerous  anglers.  Many  of  these  are  old  hands 
in  the  district,  and  know  the  river  and  the  lakes 
and  their  every  humour  quite  well ;  others  may  be 
fishin":  these  lovely  waters  for  the  first  time.  But 
whether  they  be  old  hands  or  new,  the  information 
which  follows  may  be  welcome,  and  it  Is  hoped  will 
prove  useful.  I  am  encouraged  to  draw  attention 
to  the  two  rivers  briefly  described  by  reason  of  the 
reception  given  to  my  recommendation  of  Lough 
Talt,  and  the  happy  results  which  have  followed; 
The  two  loughs  and  the  river  have  fished  very  well, 
as  I  ventured  to  prophesy  they  would  at  the 
commencement  of  the  season,  and  throughout 
September  there  should  be  some  sport  with  sea- 
trout  in  the  river,  and  a  few  of  the  big  trout  in 
the  loughs  should  fall  to  the  rod  as  they  start 
mounting  to  the  spawning  grounds.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  most  interesting  to  note  that  although 
the  big  trout  will  fall  to  an  artificial  or  natural 
spinning  bait — sometimes  even  to  the  fly — when 
they  start  to  mount  to  the  redds  they  will  not  do 
80  within  a  fortnight  of  actually  spawning.  This 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  trout  to  feed  just  prior 
to  spawning  is  borne  out  by  Mr.  Thomson,  the 
able  pisciculturist  at  the  Howietoun  Fishery,  who 
has  again  and  again  assured  me  that  their  big 
spawners  will  not  feed  for  a  week  or  two  before 
they  are  actually  "ripe "  for  stripping.  This  fact 
not  only  guides  the  angler  as  to  how  late  in  the 
season  these  big  Conn  trout  may  .be  angled  for, 
but  also  it  considerably  qualifies  the  sentimental 
objection  to  angling  for  them  in  the  spawning 
season. 

But  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  Moy  and  both 
loughs  may  prove  disappointing,  especially  if  no 
appreciable  amount  of  rain  falls ;  and  just  as  there 
would  be  a  good  chance  of  heavy  baskets  of  sea- 
trout  from  the  river  below  Ballina  Weir,  the  close 
season  will  he  at  hand,  and  the  rod  must  be  put 
away  until  next  spring.  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  the  matter  of  whether  or  not  angling  for  sea- 
trout  in  the  river  Moy  thould  be  continued  through- 


out October;  We  have  to  face  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
permitted,  and  this,  and  the  foregoing  considerations, 
bring  me  to  my  subject  proper.  Granted  the  two 
loughs  and  the  river  prove  disappointing  through 
September,  I  advise  you  to  try  other  waters  in 
the  district,  which,  as  a  rule,  are  missed  by  anglers 
in  CO.  Mayo;  It  is  too  late  to  expect  much  more 
sport  on  Talt,  but  within  easy  distance  of  Ballina 
you  have  the  river  Deel,  which  is  free  to  all  comers 
above  Crossmolina;  A  day  spent  on  this  river  i  a 
delightful  experience,  and  you  are  more  likely  to 
fasten  into  a  salmon  in  the  river  than  in  Lough 


Conn,  of  which  the  Deel  forms  the  principal  feeder/ 
Further,  it  is  a  capital  river  to  fish,  and  it  can  be 
covered  from  the  banks  quite  easily  with  the  aid  of 
a  seventeen-footer.  As  a  rehef  from  the  monotony 
of  Lough  Conn  alone,  it  is  well  worthy  a  visit,  and 
it  is  useful  to  know  that  the  local  anglers  of  Cross- 
mohna  much  prefer  the  river  Deel  to  Lough  Conn, 
although  both  are  equally  available.  Jim  Hearm^ 
of  Ballina,  knows  the  flies,  and  WiUie  Costello,  of 
Crossmolina,  "kens"  the  river  "weel."-  There  are 
no  8eh,-trout  in  the  river,  but  some  very  fine  brown 
trout  may  be  caught  at  times.  The  Deel  is  the 
principal  spawning  river  for  the  big  trout  of  Connj 
As  it  is  a  tributary  to  the  Moy  (via  Lough  Conn 
and  Lough  Cullen),  it  is  closed  with  the  latter  river< 
I  have  fallen  in  love  with  the  Palmerstown  rivers 
and  would  sooner  fish  it  than  any  other  water  in 
CO.  Mayo;  To  me  it  is  an  ideal  trout  stream,  and 
in  its  waters  you  may  ply  angle,  having  for  your 
lure  the  dry  fly,  the  wet  fly,  the  minnow,  or  the 
worm  (fished  upstream  in  clear  water,  as  in  York- 
shire), and  succeed  with  them  all ;  further,  you  will 
find  ideal  water  in  which  to  pursue  the  different 
styles.  Indeed,  if  you  are  acquainted  with  all 
these  styles  you  are  bound  to  basket  fish  on  the 
Palmerstown.  It  is  a  trout  river,  pure  and  simple, 
and  there  are  not  many  silly  ones  in  it.  In  my 
opinion  it  is  a  better  sea-trout  river  than  the  Moyj 
C^rtEunly  it  is  a  much  prettier  river  to  fish. 
Strange  to  say,  although  it  flows  into  Killala  Bay 
close  alongside  the  Moy,  no  salmon  mount  up  the 
Palmerstown — at  least,  1  have  not  met  with  or  heard 
of  any;  Another  important  fact  is  that  the  river 
fishes  best  when  the  wind  is  downstream  ;  and  this 
necessitates  the  use  of  a  fairly  heavy  taper  trout 
line.  The  river  is  easily  reached  from  Ballina, 
and  you  cannot  do  better  than  consult  Hearns 
about  this.  Take  my  advice,  and,  even  if  the  Moy 
and  the  lakes  are  fishing  well,  spare  a  day  on  the 
Palmerstown.  You  wiil  be  charmed  with  the 
delightful  succession  of  quiet  pool,  swirling  stream, 
rippling  shallow  and  glassy  glide:  it  is  the  Kentish 
Daren th  and  the  Derbyshire  Derwent  rolled  into 
one.  Between  the  bills  the  banks  are  open  and 
bare ;  but  higher  up  they  are  wooded,  and 
wad  ng  becomes  necessary  if  you  are  to  get  really 
good  results  from  the  river.    And  best  of  all  the 


river  is  very  little  frequented.  It  is  another  wab 
that  is  missed  in  Mayo  by  the  visiting  angler,  6i 
not  by  the  local  Waltonian  !    Comment  is  needless 

E.  S.  S, 


The  drought  has  produced  a  new  industry  on 
Tyneside.  As  the  water  in  the  Tyne  is  lowered  and 
polluted  in  the  centre  the  salmon  are  driven  to  tho 
side,  where  men  stun  the  fish  with  poles  and  then 
drag  them  ashore.  To  atop  the  practice  the  Salmon 
Conservancy  prosecuted  several  men  at  Newcastle 
recently,  and  obtained  convictions. 


Pfiotohy]  . 


On  the  Palmebstown  Eivbe,  co.  Mayo. 


IE.  S.  S. 
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Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Genebal  Remabks. — The  river  still 
remains  clear  and  has  a  slack  stream.  Sport  con- 
tinues, however,  fairly  good,  and  many  anglers 
have  been  able  to  get  fish.  Barbel  have  fed  a  little 
better  in  baited  swims,  but  the  roach  caught  have 
in  most  instances  been  small.  A  most  exciting  bit 
of  sport  was  witnessed  at  Surbiton  Promenade  on 
Aug  28,  when  Mr.  S.  N.  Castle,  of  the  Woodbines, 
Portsmouth-roadi,  Kingston,  hooked  what  is  believed 
to  be  a  barbel  estimated  to  weigh  121b.  or  14lb. 
Mr.  Castle  waa  fishing  what  is  generally  known  as 
the  Chapel  swim  (which  is  baited  and  fished  usually 
by  Mr.  Pincott  Hill),  and  was  out  with  "Ted,"  the 
son  of  Mr.  W.  Wright.  Suddenly,  Mr.  Castle 
hooked  what  he  at  first  thought  was  the  bottom  of* 
the  river,  but  as  it  moved  steadily  a  yard  or  so  he 
immediately  understood  that  he  was  into  a  good 
fish.  He  held  it  firmly  and  tried  to  raise  it,  but 
found  that  the  weight  was  so  heavy  that  the  fine 
tackle  would  not  stemd  the  strain.  A  large  crowd, 
nearly  two  hundred  people,  gathered  on  the  banks, 
and  the  angler  soon  became  surrounded  by  boats, 
punts,  canoes,  and  sailing-boats,  the  latter  letting 
down  their  sails  to  enjoy  the  fun.  Mr.  Castle 
played  the  fish  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  only 
once  during  that  time  getting  a  partial  glimpse  of 
the  fish.  The  float,  however,  was  often  above  the 
water,  but  the  monster  refused  to  come  near  the 
surface.  The  impression  of  those  on  the  bank  was  that 
sufflcientsteady  strain  wasnot  kept  on  the  fish,  but  the 
angler  had  to  consider  its  weight  and  the  fineness  of 
his  tackle.  The  fish  did  not  rvish  off,  but  remained 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  punt  the  whole  time,  and 
once  or  twice  endeavoured  to  go  under  the  punt, 
drawing  the  angler's  rod  down  into  the  water.  In 
the  end  the  fish  proved  victorious  by  rushing  round 
the  punt  pole,  breaking  the  fine  gut  and  escaping. 
I  spoke  to  Mr.  Caatle  a  few  minutss  afterwards, 
and  he  said  the  fish  weis  so  heavy  it  was  impossible 
to  do  anything  with  it ;  his  wrist  waa  aching  with 
the  strain,  and  the  sport  made  him  very  warm. 
Personally,  I  have,  I  believe,  had  the  pleasure  of 
playing  the  same  fish  at  the  same  spot  on  a 
No.  10  roach  hook  which  did  not  hold,  and  my  im- 
pression was,  owing  to  its  slow  and  heavy  move- 
ments, the  fish  was  an  81b.  or  91b.  bream.  Another 
exciting  incident  occurred  a  little  higher  up  the 
reach  at  what  is  known  as  the  Surbiton  "  Sewer  " 
the  following  day.  An  angler  was  fishing  from  a 
boat  and  hooked  a  heavy  fish,  which  ran  off  all  the 
line  on  the  reel  (there  was  only  about  fifteen  yards), 
and  the  angler  threw  his  rod  in  the  water,  the  fish 
towing  it  away.  The  angler  lifted  the  weight,  and 
rowed  after  his  rod.  This  was  successfully  picked 
up,  and  then  after  playing  the  fish  for  ten  minutes 
it  was  safely  landed  by  Mr.  Hennings,  and  proved 
to  be  a  carp  which  weighed  lO^lb.  I  scarcely  think 
that  this  is  the  same  fish  that  Mr.  Castle  lost,  as 
directly  it  was  hooked  it  rushed  off  at  lightning 
speed,  which  is  the  exact  reverse  of  what  Mr. 
Castle's  fish  did. 

The  Henley  and  District  I'reservation  Society  has 
just  issued  ite  annual  report  for  1903-4,  and  it 
proves  that  the  excellent  work  which  has  been  done 
in  the  paat  is  being  continued.  The  report  says  that 
"  during  the  past  year  enormous  catches  of  roach 
were  made  in  these  fisheries,  while  a  barbel  of 
lOlb.  5oz.,  a  trout  of  101b.  2oz.,  and  many  other 
excellent  fish  were  taken.  Vigilant  watching  during 
the  heavy  floods  resulted  in  great  numbers  of  fish 
being  saved,  and  though  the  floods  caused  much 
damage  in  this  part  of  the  Thames  they  were  not 
without  their  good  effect,  dense  masses  of  weeds 
being  uprooted  and  washed  away  from  reaches  where 
previously  the  growth  was  so  heavy  as  to  prevent 
fishing.  With  respect  to  restocking  matters  the 
association  rejxirts  turning  in  350  fine  young 
trout  up  to  ll^in.  in  length,  and  that  many  of 
the  bream  placed  in  the  river  have  considerably 
bcreased  in  size.  The  perch  fishing  was  con- 
spicuous by  reason  of  the  large  number  of  unretain- 
able  fish  caught,  a  very  satisfactory  proof  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  fish  hag  once  more  become 
established  in  these  reaches  of  the  river.  Chubbing 
—on  frequent  occasions — yielded  excellent  sport, 
and  many  good  fish  up  to  4ilb.  were  taken.  On 
account  of  the  long  spells  of  highly  coloured  water 
dunntj  the  winter,  piko  fishing  was  not  good,  and 
few  large  bags  or  good  specimens  were  secured. 
Tlie  floods  and  the  disastrous  river  season  combined 
probably  account  for  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
effectively  maintaining  the  finance  of  the  association 
since  the  publication  of  the  last  report,  but  it  is 
satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  decrease 
of  income  ia  not  abnormally  large,  and  the  out- 
standmg  Bubscriptions  will  in  all  probability  be  paid 


for  inclusion  in  the  ensuing  season's  account." 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  the  hon.  sec,  who  is  doing  first- 
class  work,  free  of  charge,  on  behalf  of  anglers  in 
general,  should  be  liberally  supported,  as  what  he 
does  is  for  the  benefit  of  Thames  anglers  in  general, 
and  not  only  for  Henley  and  the  district.  It  may 
be  useful  to  print  the  following  from  the  annual 
report: — "The  following  is  a  list  of  professional 
fishermen,  who  are  also  honorary  assistant  river 
keepers :  Wargrave — A.  Crampton ;  Henley — George 
Arlett,  Jesse  James,  A.  Parrott,  G.  Vaugham,  and 
W.  Vauchan  ;  Medmenham — Robert  Young." 

The  Thames  Salmon  Association  has  also  issued  a 
report  which  says  "  that  the  number  of  young 
salmon  in  good  condition  caught  at  intervals  in  the 
Thames,  as  low  as  Richmond,  during  the  past  three 
seasons  has  established  the  fact  that  they  feed  and 
thrive  in  the  river  before  starting  for  the  sea.  Mr. 
Gilbey,  therefore,  decided  to  set  free  at  Teddington 
the  more  forward  of  the  yearling  parr  at  intervals 
during  the  winter,  instead  of  keeping  them  all  to 
the  second  year,  as  formerly.  In  pursuance  of  this 
policy  consignments  of  250  to  700  vigorous  and 
well-grown  parr  were  released  at  Teddington  on 
July  28,  Aug.  4,  and  Nov.  25,  of  1903,  and  on 
Jan.  21,  March  29,  and  April  2  of  the  present  year, 
making  close  upon  3000  in  all.  These  young  salmon 
averaged  Gin.  in  length,  and  altogether  were  the 
largest  and  best  grown  of  the  fry  yet  reared  by  Mr. 
Gilbey.  The  Thames  Conservancy  instructed  their 
officials  to  give  the  committee  every  assistance,  and 
various  reports  reached  them  through  the  Con- 
servancy's servants  at  Teddington  of  the  fish  having 
been  seen  in  the  river,  apparently  doing  well  and 
increasing  in  weight.  As  in  former  years,  specimens 
are  occasionally  taken  by  anglers  and  invariably 
returned  to  the  river,  and  the  committee  have  great 
pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  help  of  the  public  in 
this  particular." — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Teddinf^ou  Weir) — Getting  plenty 
of  good  dace,  also  roach  and  a  few  bream ;  now  the 
rain  has  come  fishing  ought  to  be  all  right.  Mr. 
Phillips  has  taken  a  lot  of  perch  up  to  IJlb.  at  the 
weir,  and  Mr.  A.  Hemingway  during  the  last  few 
days  had  twelve  or  fom"teen  dozen  roach  and  dace 
and  a  few  jack. — W.  McBbide. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterheacli).  — In  spite  of 
unpropitious  weather  there  has  been,  early  mornings 
and  late  afternoons,  a  few  decent  roach  had,  but 
they  are  mostly  small  at  present.  Silver  bream 
have  given  better  sport,  several  up  to  fib.  each  — 
JoHK  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — The  stream  is 
keeping  up  fairly  well,  and  the  fresh  water  that  came 
down  the  early  part  of  the  week  made  the  conditions 
more  favourable,  but  few  anglers  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  opportunity.  Some  small  "  takes ' ' 
of  peal  have  been  obtained. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  rivers  are  in 
fair  condition.  Good  sport  has  been  obtained  in 
the  Tavy  by  Sir  Robert  Harris,  and  one  day-  he 
landed  a  13lb.  salmon  after  capital  sport. — 
Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — During  the  past  week  this  river 
has  been  in  good  angling  condition,  and  some  nice 
catches  have  been  effected,  but  an  official  record  is 
not  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing.  Sea-angling 
continues  to  provide  capital  sport  in  the  offing, 
where  good  takes  of  mixed  fish  are  daily  effected ; 
whilst  from  the  quays  the  ranks  of  anglers  are 
largely  augmented,  the  catches  being  much  im- 
proved of  late.— -J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  trout  have 
been  caught  in  the  Exe  and  tributaries  with  Coach- 
man, Blue  Upright,  and  Red  Spinner.  A  heavy 
thunderstorm  early  this  morning  (Aug.  30),  with 
heavy  rain,  has  stopped  sport  for  awhile.  In  the 
canal  some  good  perch,  roach,  and  eels  have  been 
caught.  Carp  and  tench  are  also  plentiful,  but 
difficult  to  capture.  Sea  fishing  at  Exmouth  has 
not  been  very  good  of  late,  but  a  few  bass,  pollack, 
and  mullet  have  been  caught.  Flatfish  have  also 
been  had  in  the  Bight  and  near  Starcross,  the  most 
successful  captors  being  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Beck, 
Du  Soberer,  Bastin.  Worthy,  and  others. — Red 
Palmbb, 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy). — Quite  con- 
trary to  my  expectations  last  week-end  yielded  but 
very  little  sport,  and  only  small  baskets  of  roach 
and  dace  were  secured.  The  water  was  "  gin  clear," 
and  all  fish  were  distinctly  off  feed.  Rain  is  much 
needed  to  freshen  the  stream  up,  and  to-day 
(Wednesday)  we  are  getting  it.  Since  ten  o'clock 
this  morning  there  has  been  a  steady  downpour, 
which  seems  likely  to  continue,  and  I  think  it  must 
have  a  beneficial  effect.  This  ia  sincerely  the  wish 
of — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — There  is  little  news 
respecting  sport  from  the  Lea  this  week,  Here  and 
there  I  can  hoar  of  a  few  good-class  roach  being 
landed  in  the  upper  waters,  but  sport  generally  has 
been  very  dull,  a  result  by  no  means  remarkable 
when  the  clear  condition  of  the  stream  is  taken  into 


consideration.  Rain  has  fallen  and  should  benefit 
the  river,  but  more  ia  wanted  to  flush  and  colour  it. 
lilvening  is  still  proving  the  best  time  for  roach 
fishing,  and  I  recommend  as  baits  boiled  wheat  and 
white  paste. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — These  noted 
grayling  and  trout  streams  are  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  Angling  has  been  tried  by  a  good  number 
of  rods,  and  come  good  sized  grayling  and  trout 
landed  with  fly. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Angling  matters  here 
have  been  particularly  quiet  this  week,  and  nothing 
but  small  lots  have  been  taken,  but  in  the  Oundle 
district  good  sport  has  been  had  amongst  the  bream 
and  roach,  and  a  very  nice  brace  of  tench,  which 
scaled  71b.  together,  was  secured  by  Mr.  Shaw. — 
F.  J.  S. 

Onse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  exceedingly 
clear  and  sport  very  unsatisfactory.  A  few  bream 
have  been  taken,  but  nothing  of  importance  in  my 
opinion  will  be  recorded  until  we  have  had  a  heavy 
rain. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Plymouth. — Rivers  are  still  in  good  condition 
and  good  dishes  of  trout,  peal,  and  salmon  have 
been  taken.  There  are  plenty  of  school  peal  in  the 
Tavy,  and  they  are  rising  well  to  the  fly.  Several 
salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  Dart,  one  rod  taking 
three  one  afternoon.  Miss  Hoarder  had  a  nice  fish 
of  9 Jib.,  taken  on  the  Durham  Ranger;  she  hooked 
another,  but  it  broke  away. — William  Heahder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  A  fine  trout  was  taken 
last  week  at  Belvidere  by  Mr.  Morris,  a  local  angler, 
the  fish  weighing  3|lb.  The  fine  lakes  at  Ellesmere 
provide  good  perch  and  pike  fishing  at  a  very  small 
outlay.  Grayling  are  numerous  in  the  South 
Shropshire  streams.  They  do  not  run  large,  but 
fish  of  from  Jib.  to  lib,  are  common  above  Ludlow. 
Roach  fishing  in  the  Severn  is  just  now  a  successful 
and  pleasant  form  of  sport.  The  best  specimen 
recently  caught  weighed  IJlb. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — With  all  these  rivers  in  good  condition 
after  the  recent  rain,  and  with  magnificent  weather 
— if  anything,  too  hot — anglers  in  this  neighbour- 
hood have  had  good  sport  up  to  the  close  of  last 
week,  especially  with  grayling,  which  are  now  in 
splendid  condition,  and  very  numerous  in  the 
Vyrnwy  below  the  vUlage  of  Llanymynech,  and 
also  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Tanat. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — For 
some  few  days  we  have  experienced  bright  sunshine 
and  a  high  temperature,  and  rain  which  fell  heavily 
the  whole  of  Wednesday  was  most  welcome.  Mr. 
Barden,  recently  fishing  the  stream  at  Emsworth, 
secured  half  a  dozen  good  roach,  all  going  over  lib. 
Some  visitors  staying  near  the  Ouse  in  its  upper 
reaches,  have  had  good  sport,  especially  in  the  early 
mornings  and  evenings.  Three  brace  of  trout  were 
taken  from  a  tributary  with  worm,  averaging  8Joz., 
but  perch  were  far  too  numerous  for  trouting. 
Roach  up  to  IJlb.  were  taken  from  the  river,  and 
chub  of  21b.  14oz.  The  sunken  timber  above  Fletching 
occasioned  the  loss  of  several  good  fish.  Roach 
and  a  pike  of  6lb.  are  notified  from  the  Barcombe 
district.  The  Adur  above  Stejminghas  yielded  carp 
up  to  41b.,  and  some  nice  dace.  Weeds  are  being 
gradually  cleared  from  Chichester  Canal,  and  bream 
of  lib.  6oz.  and  any  number  of  small  fry  taken  at 
the  basin.  Eels  of  2|lb.  have  rewarded  the  night 
liners.  Mullet  and  good  bass  are  affording  sport  in 
the  harbour  at  Pilsea  Piles. — George  F.  Salter. 

Tafif  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen). — Not  many 
salmon  or  sewin  taken  with  the  rod,  but  the  nets- 
men  have  been  making  average  catches  in  the  tidal 
waters.  The  river  has  been  rather  dull  for  fly,  but 
the  trout  taken  are  in  first-rate  condition.- — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — Trout  do  not  rise  well  to  fly, 
but  grayling  have  been  inclined  to  sport.  Coarse 
fish  are  well  on  the  feed,  and  good  lots  of  roach, 
chub,  perch,  and  eels  have  been  taken.  Pike  fishing 
has  improved.  Fishing  up  Castle  Pound  some  good 
chub  and  eels  have  been  taken.  On  Tuesday 
(Aug.  30)  four  brace  of  grayling  were  landed  with 
Red  Tag  and  Gold  Tip  Blue.  Prospects  for  next 
week  are  favourable. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  water  is  not  in  first-class 

order  for  fishing.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out  and  u^ed  fly,  and  some  fair-sized  grayUng 
and  trout  have  been  landed. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — Fishing  good,  Mr.  Ellis  landed 
113  rudd  and  perch  on  August  30,  and  four  pike,  the 
largest  scaling  9Jlb. — W.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — These  streams  are  now  providing  ex- 
cellent sport  all  round,  both  fly,  worm,  emd  maggot. 
On  the  Coquet  some  specially  good  baskets  have 
been  taken,  one  of  twenty-two  brace  in  the  day 
being  beat.  The  fish  have  been  feeding  very  well 
all  the  week,  and  good  sport  has  been  met  with. 
The  North  Tyne  has  fined  down  again,  and  is  now 
in  good  condition  for  fiy.  Sport  in  the  upper 
reaches  continues  good,  and  baskets  of  from  five  to 
ten  brace  have  been  got.    The  reservoir  at  Whittle- 
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dene  is  fishing  very  well,  and  some  good  catches  are 
being  taken.  Altogether  the  prospects  for  sport 
are  much  better  now  than  they  have  been  for  some 
time.  Killing  flies  —  Cinnamon,  Brown  Sedge, 
Black  Palmer,  Bracken  Clock,  Red  Spider,  Orange 
Partridge,  and  Claret  Grouse. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger- 
street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

XJsk  (Abergavenny).— Water  very  low  at  present, 
and  bed  of  river  very  filthy.  A  good  freshet  is 
wanted.  Trout  rise  freely  late  in  the  evening,  and 
fish  are  taken  when  dark,  fishing  with  the  wsisp  grub. 
— E.  J.  Delafield. 

 (Usk). — The  river  still  remains  low,  although 

we  have  had  some  heavy  storms.  The  sport  afforded 
last  week,  however,  was  better  than  for  some  time, 
and  the  following  fish  have  been  taken  : — Tuesday 
(Aug.  23),  Col.  Morris,  one.  Wednesday,  Col. 
Morris,  two  ;  Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins,  two  ;  Rev.  —  Hair, 
one ;  Mrs.  Lister,  two,  71b.  and  91b.  (The  Crows). 
Thursday,  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  one,  191b. ;  (Beech 
Flat),  Rev.  —  Hair,  one;  Col.  Morris,  one,  151b.; 
Major  Travers,  one.  Friday,  Mr,  Johnson,  one, 
1  lib.  (Crows).  The  bailiffs  will  not  be  netting  again 
this  season  after  next  week. — T.  R. 

Welland  (Crowland). — Mr.  S.  T.  Rickman, 
Peterborough,  has  had  splendid  sport  here.  Amongst 
his  catches  he  secured  three  good  bream,  weighing 
up  to  51b.  8oz.,  and  a  nice  pike  scaling  81b.  6oz. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  order  for  the  fly  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  week,  and  some  nice  little  catches 
have  been  obtained.  Those  who  have  fished  the 
Wye  have  taken  two  to  four  brace  per  rod,  some  of 
these  fish  being  of  a  good  size.  The  Derwent,  too, 
yielded  a  nice  lot  of  good  fish,  both  trout  and 
grayling.  The  Chatsworth  portion  of  this  river 
afforded  good  sport.  Also  the  Darleydale  reaches 
of  this  river  have  yielded  baskets  ranging  from 
two  to  five  brace  each.  Mr.  Bensley  three  brace, 
and  several  others  obtaining  similar  bags,  and  some 
have  taken  more.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  water,  too,  yielded  some  good 
fish,  Mr.  W.  Kirkland  two  brace  and  a  half,  Mr. 
Newton  landing  a  nice  creel  of  trout  and  grayling 
on  several  occasions.  Also  the  Rev.  —  Green  a  few 
nice  fish.  The  prospect  for  the  next  few  days  is 
favourable,  as  grayling  are  rising  better.  Useful 
flies  :  Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash  Dun,  Throstle  Wing, 
Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Red  Ant,  Golden  Dun,  Black 
Gnat,  Cinnamon  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse. 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  our  streams  keep  in  splendid 
condition  for  angling,  but  the  bright  sunshine  has 
been  against  good  fishing  during  the  last  day  or 
two.  I  waa  out  the  other  day,  and  caught  twelve 
nice  trout  weighing  41b.  I  found  the  fish  rise  best 
to  Claret  Dun,  Bracken  Clock  and  Brown  Owl. 
Below  Middleham,  in  the  district  of  Ulshaw  Bridge, 
some  good  perch  have  been  caught,  and  a  few  pike 
up  to  71b.  Roach  are  feeding  well,  and  take  wasp 
grub  best,  and  anyone  who  takes  a  wasp  nest  will 
find  vermin  choker  or  smoke-ferret  to  be  good. 
The  Wharfe  is  also  running  in  fair  trim.  In  the 
upper  reaches  some  fair  catches  ha\e  been  made 
during  the  last  few  days  in  the  districts  of  Grassing- 
ton,  Ilkley  and  Boston  Spa.  York  and  District 
School  Union  Anglers  competed  for  the  Challenge 
Shield  on  Saturday,  at  Liaton-on  Ouse.  Nine 
schools  sent  teams  of  seven  men.  The  follow- 
ing are  details  of  the  first  three  :  Lazerthorpe  School, 
41b.  8Joz. ;  Central  School,  31b.  5|oz. ;  Lawrence- 
street  School,  31b.  3oz.  A  party  of  500  members  of 
the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  jour- 
neyed to  Kirkstead  by  special  train  on  Saturday 
morning  to  compete  in  the  annual  match  for  the 
Whitham  Trophy,  presented  years  ago  by  Mr.  F. 
Whitham,  formerly  a  Leeds  resident.  The  trophy 
is  fished  for  by  four  representatives  from  each  of 
the  sixty-five  angling  clubs  in  Leeds,  the  largest 
total  weight  of  fish  caught  by  any  four  (only 
fish  over  6oz.  to  count)  to  secure  the  trophy. 
The  match  was  fished  at  Kirkstead  last 
year,  when  such  good  results  were  obtained 
that  the  society  again  decided  to  visit  this  resort. 
Gold  medals  are  awarded  the  winners  in  the  trophy 
competition,  and  also  six  gold  medals  for  the 
runners-up.  Altogether  ninety-seven  prizes  were 
offered.  The  first  consisted  of  a  marble  timepiecp, 
with  bronzes  to  match,  a  gold  medal,  and  the 
Slater-Foxcroft  Challenge  Cup.  The  party  were 
accompanied  by  the  president  of  the  society, 
Mr.  Foxcroft ;  the  ex-president,  Mr.  W.  Bellhouse ; 
vice-president,  Mr.  Bellhbuse;  treasurer,  Mr.  P. 
Royston ;  joint  secretaries,  Mr.  W.  Mark  and 
Mr.  S.  Scatcherd,  Of  the  501  entrants  for  the 
match,  600  turned  out,  and  although  the  catches 
as  a  rule  were  comparatively  email,  tolerably 
good  sport  WM  enjoyed.  Last  year,  owing  to 
the  flooded  condition  of  the  Witham,  the 
fishermen  were  placed  all  on  one  side  of  the  stream, 
the  party  extending  over  a  distance  of  about  six 


miles.  On  this  occasion  both  sides  were  utilised, 
and  the  pitches  extended  about  a  mile  on  each  side 
of  the  railway  bridge.  Salmon  anglers  in  the  Tees 
have  found  this  season  poor  compared  with  last 
year  owing  to  lack  of  water.  There  was  a  good 
fresh  of  water  last  week,  and  salmon  were  noticed 
to  be  on  the  run ;  a  few  anglers  were  out,  and  those 
that  were  out  got  two  or  three  fish,  which  ran 
small,  the  heaviest  one  weighing  101b.,  caught  in 
the  district  of  Cleasby. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station -street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altuacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Conditions  have  been  unfavourable.  The  sport 
since  last  reported  has  been  as  follows  : — On  Aug.  18, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
forty  trout,  111b.;  Mr.  Holland,  on  Loch  Cama, 
thirty-two,  101b.  ;  Messrs.  Ford  and  Dixon,  twenty- 
seven,  71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  twenty-four,  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Campbell 
Gibson,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  fifteen,  61b.  On  Aug.  19, 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  H.  Anderson,  on  Urigill,  forty,  111b.; 
Messrs.  Dixon  and  Foster,  fifty-five,  141b. ;  Messrs. 
Ford  and  Bonar,  on  Cama,  thirty-eight,  16Jlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  twenty,  81b.  On  Aug.  20, 
Major  and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Cama,  fifteen, 
61b. ;  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Foster,  twenty-one,  9ilb. ; 
and  Mr.  H.  Anderson,  eighteen,  81b.  ;  on  Urigill, 
Messrs.  Holland  and  Weaver  had  thirty-two,  101b. 
On  Aug.  24,  Messrs.  Ford  and  Bonar,  on  Cama, 
seventeen  trout,  7Jlb.,  and  on  Aug.  26,  two  dozen, 
81b.  On  Aug.  27,  Mr.  Holland,  on  Urigill,  thirty- 
four,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Bonar  and  Ford,  on  Cama,  two 
dozen,  91b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on 
same  loch,  one  and  a  ha'f  dozen,  6Jlb. ;  and  Messrs. 
Birch,  on  Boarlan,  one  and  a  quarter  dozen,  5Jlb. 

-B.  a 

Beanly. — Some  excellent  fishing  continues  to  be 
had  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Beauly.  Mr. 
Henderson  and  party,  Braulen  Lodge,  are  having 
capital  sport  on  the  Farrar,  the  takes  ranging  from 
two  to  five  per  day.  Mr.  Barry  and  party,  Struy 
Lodge,  are  also  having,  as  usual,  capital  sport,  the 
number  already  exceeding  fifty  nice  fish.  Mr.  Wood, 
at  Eskadale,  and  Mr.  Mills,  at  Erchless,  are  both 
having  some  very  good  fishing.  Further  up  again, 
Major  Clarke  is  having  some  splendid  baskets  at 
Fasnakyle.  The  fishing  obtained  by  Mr.  Bradley 
Firth  on  the  Cozac  lochs  is  the  best  for  many  years  ;• 
and  Mr.  Benson  had  some  good  baskets  on  Affarie. 
Loch  Monar  has  yielded  a  large  number  of  excellent 
trout  to  the  rods  of  Major  Stirling  and  his  guests, 
and  the  fish  have  seldom  been  in  a  better  taking 
mood  on  Loch  Moillie.  On  the  Home  reach  Mr. 
Phipps  and  ,  party  have  been  doing  very  well, 
grassing  thirteen  fish  during  the  week.  The  tidal 
waters  yielded  good  sport  to  Mr.  Cameron,  Moniach 
Castle.  Mr.  Cameron  has  sublet  his  portion  of  the 
water  for  September,  reserving  only  fishing  for  one 
rod.  For  the  month  of  September  sportsmen  will 
not  stick  to  the  rod  with  such  tenacity,  as  deer 
stalking  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  partridge  shooting 
will  take  up  a  good  deal  of  their  time. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Excellent  angling 
still  continues  to  be  had.  Fishing  in  the  double 
water,  Mr.  Robertson  had  two  grilse,  5lb.  to  61b. 
each,  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Graham  several  baskets  of 
herling,  Mr.  H.  Graham  70  herling,  and  Mr.  Guthrie 
50.  Messrs.  Chambers  and  H.  Foster  have  had  good 
baskets  at  night  fishing.  In  Langholm  water 
Messrs.  C.  Elliot,  W.  Ross.  C.  Barlow,  J.  D.  Ander- 
son, McRitchie,'  J.  Bell,  J.  Elliot,  G.  M.  Little,  J. 
Wilson,  C.  G.  Francis,  Elston,  A.  Thompson  have 
been  successful  among  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow 
trout.  In  the  Hermitage  water,  Mr.  J.  Bell  and  two 
other  rods  had  a  grUse  of  4|lb.,  three  sea- trout,  and 
six  herling,  and  Messrs.  J.  Watson  and  Leyburn  also 
had  some  good  fish.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Messrs. 
W.  S.  Stoddart,  R.  Crozier,  J.  Elliot,  and  J.  Arm- 
strong had  good  baskets  of  sea-trout,  herling,  and 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches.  In  the  mid 
reaches  of  the  Esk,  Messrs.  J.  Grant,  W.  Murray, 
A.  Keen,  W.  Irving  R.  Nelson,  and  G.  W.  A. 
Mitchell  had  good  catches  of  herling  and  sea-trout. 
In  Mr.  McLellan's  stretch  of  Netherby  water  (which 
includes  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  pools),  some 
grand  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  Hill,  Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr,  Mes-rs.  Carew, 
Butler,  Dr.  Anderson,  Messrs.  D.  Murray,  II.  B. 
Yates  and  Duke.  Messrs.  Tom  Steel,  W.  Smith, 
W.  Riddle,  R.  Steel,  J.  Broc.ibank,  A.  Jardine, 


Trout,  Sea-Tbout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  fl  ies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
oasts,  Including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  la.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  la. ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  £.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New 
Station -atraet,  Leeda.   TeleKtami :  "  Plscator,  Leeda." 


A.  Jennison,  J,  Noble,  W.  M.  Sharp,  W.  Mitchell, 
W.  A.  Oonnell,  J.  Harrisone,  and  A.  Porteous  had 
some  splendid  takes  of  sea-trout,  herling,  yellow 
trout,  and  grilse.    The  Hon.  C.  Lambton  had  a  good 
basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the  reserv^l 
water;  and  Messrs.  W.   Graham,  F.  Grant,  vfl 
Murray,  James  Steel,  James  Davidson,  and 
Davidson  also  had  good  takes.     Mrs.  Anderabfl 
creeled  five  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Stennish  wate^| 
Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  still  being  got  iifl 
Ewes  and  Tarras.    The  netting  for  salmon  in  thfl 
Solway  and  in  the  rivers  expires  on  Sept.  9.-M 

GiLNOOKIE.  U 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  thff 

Glenmore  and  Blackwater  rivers,  Messrs.  Kenrick 
and  Mr.  Neville  Chamberlain  have  been  enjoying 
angling  when  adverse  weather  prevented  shooting. 
From  Aug.  15  to  Aug.  26  they  landed  one  salmon, 
7ilb.,  two  grilse,  31b.  and  51b.,  ninety-eight  sea- 
trout,  averaging  l|lb.,  and  over  one  hundred  loch  , 
trout.  Last  week  an  lUb.  salmon  was  caught  on 
the  Glencalvio  water. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire)  — With  the  close  of  the  net 
fishing,  which  took  place  last  week,  anglers  will  have* 
improved  sport.  It  will  take  some  time,  however, 
before  the  water  comes  into  condition,  the  volume 
having  reached  its  lowest  mark  of  that  noticed  for 
many  years.  It  will  also  require  a  heavy  spate  to 
clear  away  the  debris  that  has  accumulated  during 
the  summer  months,  as  fish  will  scarcely  ascend 
from  the  sea  in  the  condition  that  the  water  is  now 
in.  During  the  past  week  on  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel, 
Banff,  portion  of  the  river,  Mr.  W.  C.  Dawes  had  a 
salmon  of  71b.  On  the  Netherdale  section,  a  grilse 
of  3Jlb.  was  killed  on  Aug.  23,  and  one  of  4ilb.  on 
Aug.  26,  A  couple  of  grilse  of  about  3  Jib.  were  also 
got  on  the  Huntly  water. — H.  W. 

Harris  Hotel  Waters. — On  these  waters  for  the 
six  days  ending  Aug.  29  there  were  caught  one 
hundred  and  three  sea-trout,  weighing  69  Jib.,  and 
one  salmon  of  5  Jib.  The  heaviest  trout,  3  Jib.,  was 
got  by  Mr.  Poole,  and  the  only  salmon  was  got  by 
Mr.  Bankart.  The  weather  was  very  dull  and 
windless,  making  one  of  the  worst  weeks  of  the 
season. — W.  J.  Cameron. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris).— The  total  catch  for  week  ending  Aug.  27 
heis  been  9  salmon  weighing  521b.  12oz.,  and  279 
sea-trout  weighing  1741b.  lloz.  Of  these,  there 
were  caught  in  Rodel  waters  9  salmon  and  131 
sea-trout,  and  in  Finsbay  waters  148  sea-trout. 
The  heaviest  salmon  weighed  71b.  8oz ,  and  the 
heaviest  sea-trout  41b. — G.  D.  Stirlinq. 

Lochlnver  (Calag  Hotel).— On  Aug.  20.  Dr. 
Archdall,  eighteen  trout,  6  Jib.  On  22nd,  Mrs.  A'Court, 
nine,  31b. ;  Mr.  Bidwell,  eleven,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Briggs, 
twenty-four,  81b. ;  Messrs.  A'Court  and  Harrison 
(sea),  forty-eight  fish,  various.  On  23rd,  Mr.  Bid- 
well,  eleven  trout,  3 Jib.;  Mr.  Garforth,  six,  21b.; 
Mr.  Makins,  three,  2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Mackenzie  (sea), 
twenty-four  fish,  various  ;  Mr.  Bethune  (sea),  thirty 
fish,  various ;  Mr.  Harrison,  fourteen  trout,  4 Jib. ; 
Mr.  Briggs,  ten,  4Jlb.  On  24th,  Dr.  Archdall,  one 
salmon,  7  Jib.,  and  one  sea-trout,  21b  ;  Mr.  A'Court 
(sea),  sixty  Bah,  various ;  Mrs.  A'Court,  four  trout ; 
Mr.  Briggs  (sea),  six  lythe  and  ooalfish.  On  25th, 
Mr.  Bethune  (sea),  thirteen  lythe  and  ooalfish ;  Mr. 
Garforth  (sea),  ten  lythe  and  coalQsh  ;  Mrs.  A'Court 
and  Mr.  Harrison,  three  grilse,  61b.,  6Jlb ,  6Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Briggs,  twelve  trout,  4rb.  On  26th,  Mr.  Harri- 
son, twelve,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Makins,  fourteen,  61b.  On 
27th,  Mr.  Briggs,  seventeen,  9  Jib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A'Court,  one  sea-trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Harrison  (sea), 
nineteen  fish,  various.  Fishing  not  up  to  the  mark 
in  fresh  water,  but  better  results  expected  in 
September.  Sea  fishing  good.  Salmon  nets  off  for 
season.— J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  during 
the  past  week  has  been  bright  for  the  most  pact, 
with  light  airs,  and  creels  have  been  lighter  The 
loch  closed  to  the  public  on  August  31,  after  a  dis- 
appointing season,  till  towards  the  close,  when 
there  was  a  revival  in  sport.  The  following 
clubs  competed  sine 3  last  week:  The  W.st  of 
Scotland  Club  held  two  competitions,  when  the  best 
catch  was  made  by  Mr.  G.  Wilson,  who  had  six  trout, 
61b.  7oz.  Mr.  A.  C.  McLennan  was  first  at  the  Wan- 
derers'Club  competition,  when  he  took  ten,  41  b.  3oz. 
Mr.  Rodger  had  the  heaviest,  which  weighed  31b.  Joz. 
Seven  members  of  the  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  Club 
creeled  forty,  which  weighed  301b.  5oz. ;  first, 
Mr.  J.  Mdlar,  nine,  61b.  14oz. ;  heaviest,  Mr. 
Templeton,  31b.  4oz.  Kinross-shke  Club,  with 
fifteen  rods,  captured  eighty-seven,  411b.  lOoz. ; 
first.  Rev.  Canon  Holder,  thirteen,  81b.  4oz. ; 
heaviest,  21b.  6oz.  Private  parties :— Master  G. 
Thomas,  Edinburgh,  ten,  81b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Burden, 
fourteen,  121b.;  Messrs.  TurnbuU  and  SomertoD, 
Whitby  (three  days),  twenty-one,  71b.  8oz.,  four, 
7lb.  8oz.,  and  seven,  lOlb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  McWhirter, 
Glasgow,  twenty,  1  lib. ;  Mr.  White  and  friend, 
Glasgow,  twenty -four,  151b.;  Mr.  Reid  and 
Mr.    Bogie,    Kinross,    eight,    81b.,    Mr.  Jaffrey, 
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ilanchester,  and  Mr.  Dobbie,  eleven,  61b.  4oz.,  Mr. 
Clark,  Edinburgb,  eleven  61b.,  Mr.  Millar,  E3din- 
burgh,  sis  51b.  Three  special  competitions  will,  as 
usual,  be  held  after  the  close  of  the  loch  to  the 
pubUc.  The  last  of  these  will  take  place  to-day, 
when  the  boatmen  will  compete. — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 
Xess  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Aug.  23,  Mr.  John  Neil, 
Ashton-under-Lyne,  killed  a  nice  salmon,  weighing 
71b. ;  on  Aug.  24,  one  of  61b. ;  on  Aug.  25,  Captain 
J.  C.  Graham  killed  a  sea-trout  of  41b. ;  on  Aug.  26, 
two  fresh-run  salmon,  weighing  201b.  and  71b.  ;  on 
Aug.  27,  two  nice  salmon  of  lO^lb.  and  61b. — S. 
Ttlstox. 

North  of  Scotland.— DxE. — The  long  looked  for 
spate  has  not  yet  come,  and  it  is  very  sorely  needed. 
Until  the  river  gets  a  good  clean  out  sport  cannot  be 
bright.     Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  Princess 
\'ictoria  are  dividing  their  time  at  Mar  Lodge 
,  between  long  walks  and  angling  excursions.  They 
I  have  invariably  met  with  f  eurly  good  sport.    On  the 
Ballater  and  Balmoral  reaches  an  occasional  grilse 
has  be?n  creeled.    The  Prince  of  Wales  is  expected 
at  Abergeldie  on  September  2.   The  "first  blood" 
ot  the  autumn  migration  was  got  on  August  25 
and  August  26,  when  the  Bishop  of  London,  who 
has  the  Borrowstone  water  from  Mr.  Pickering,  of 
Kincardine,  creeled  two  beauties,  a  salmon  of  13  Jib. 
,  and  a  grilse  ot  41b.  Good  baskets  of  finnock  are  now 
I  being  got  in  the  tidal  up  to  fib.  and  lib.  in  weight. 
On  the  Banchory  reaches  a  few  scattered  fiah  have 
been  creeled  chiefly  by  keepers,  but  really  there  has 
been  no  sport  worth  taking  note  of.     On  the  Feugh 
Mr.  McDonald  had  two  salmon  of  61b.  (grilsa).  He 
has  been  staying  at  Whitestone.     On  the  Park, 
1  Durris  and  Coulter  waters  an  occasional  fish  is  being 
\  creeled.     Messrs.  Robertson,  Gale,  Mackay,  and 
others  are  making  good  bags  on  the  tidal.    Don. — 
The  river  was  never  so  small.     Ythan. — Good 
baskets  of  finnock  are  being  got.     Ugie. — Mr. 
Forbes  was  out  for  the  first  time  last  week,  and 
creeled  twelve.    Mr.  Ingram  had  also  a  good  basket. 
—  O.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— On 

Aug.  19,  Messrs.  Cadge  and  Mann  fished  Loch  More, 
and  got  four  sea-trout,  averaging  IJlb.  each.  On 
22ad,  on  Loch  Merkland,  they  had  thirty-five  brown 
trout,  101b.,  besides  a  /erox  of  41b.,  and  Mr.  Rosa, 
on  Merkland  River,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  23rd,  Meisrs. 
Woodward,  London,  on  Lower  Fiag,  sixteen  trout, 
61b. ;  Messrs.  Mee  and  Ransome,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land, eleven,  3Ib.  ;  and  Messrs.  Cadge  and  Mann, 
on  Loch  More,  three  sea-trout,  4Jlb.  On  24th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams,  Mafeking,  South  Africa,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  twenty  trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Cadge  and 
Mann,  on  Lower  Fiag,  twenty-four,  121b.,  and 
Messrs.  Mee  and  Ransome,  on  Upper  Fiag,  fourteen, 
6Jlb.  On  25th,  Messrs.  Woodward,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land, twenty  trout,  71b..  and  on  26th,  same  party, 
on  Loch  Griam,  one  dozen,  7  Jib  — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — River  still  too  low  for 
angling.  On  Aug.  23,  Mr.  Harold  Bilborough,  one 
grilse,  5lb. ;  on  Aug.  26,  one  salmon,  1 61b. ;  on 
Aug.  27,  a  19-pounder. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — After  the  great  flood  of  a 
fortnight  ago  there  followed  a  break  in  the  sport 
among  herling  for  a  week.  Mow  they  are  gathering 
again  in  the  lower  waters  and  excellent  baskets  are 
being  caught  by  night-fishers  with  the  fly.  On 

'  September  9  the  salmon  nets  in  the  Solway,  as  also 
the  draught  nets  in  the  few  rivers  where  netting  is 

,  carried  on,  will  close  down  for  the  season,  while  the 
Tweed,  the  last  district  in  Scotland,  hangs  on  for 
another  five  days  after  the  Solway.  A  number 
of  extra  heavy  salmon  have  been  running  in 
the  firth,  and  one  or  two  of  the  finest  catches 
of  the  autumn  occurred  on  Aug.  26  and  27, 
while  the  run   is  keeping  up  this  week.  The 

,  Annan. — Since  last  week's  reports  sonr.e  fine 
baskets  of  herling  have  been  caught  with  fly.  On 
August  29,  Capt.  John  McLean,  Messrs.  Campbell 
McLean  aad  Gilbert  had  a  combined  basket  of 
twenty-five  herling  and  one  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
McLean  had  a  sea-trout  of  4Jlb.  and  six  herling, 
'  with  fly,  at  the  Howes  Pool  on  August  27,  and  Cap- 
tain McLean  had  also  six  herling.  Mr.  Thos.  Short- 
ridge  Tweedie  had  twenty-eight  herling  at  the 
Howes  Pool  corner  on  August  27,  while  on  the 
previous  evening  he  had  sixteen.  In  the  Hoddom 
Ca.stle  water  a  visitor  had  one  salmon  of  71b.,  four- 
teen herling,  and  one  sea -trout,  and  on  the 
following  day  twenty  herling  and  three  sea- 
trout,  all  with  fly.  Mr.  Bainbridge,  fishing 
Hoddom  Castle  water,  took  a  grilse  of  4  J  lb.  and 
four  herling,  and  at  another  outing  a  brace  of  sea- 
trout  and  a  few  herling.  Mr.  Wilson  landed  three 
herling  in  the  Warmanbie  water  with  fly.  Mr.  G. 
■  P.  McDonald  had  one  or  two  herling  in  the 
Brewery  water,  and  on  Monday  night  he  caught 
half  a  dozen  in  the  Violetbank  portion.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Hudson  had  a  few  herling,  and  Mr. 
Jae.  Bonner  had  also  a  few  above  bridge.  Mr. 
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Tweedie  caught  four  with  the  day  fly  at  the 
Brewery.  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson,  fishing  the  Fish 
House  Flat  water  on  the  night  of  August  27  had 
eighteen  herling  with  fly,  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  a  nice 
basket,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Gibson  a  brace  or  two.  The 
Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks  caught  five  herling  with  day  fly  on 
August  29.  In  the  blacketlees  water  on  the  morn- 
ing of  August  29  Mr.  McGiverin  had  a  basket  of 
over  twenty  herling  with  fly,  and  on  the  night 
of  August  29  he  had  fifteen  or  sixteen  and  a 
sea- trout.  Mr,  Carrick  had  a  nice  basket  of 
herling  in  the  Warmanbie  portion.  Mr.  Walter 
Ogilvie  had  several  good  baskets  of  herling  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Galabank  with  night  fly. 
Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  several  fine  lots  of  herling. 
Mr.  Leslie  had  also  some  nice  herling  with  fly.  In 
the  Northfield  water  Mr.  Scott  had  some  excellent 
sport  with  the  day  fly.  In  the  Castlemilk  portion 
some  sea-trout  and  herling  have  fallen  to  the  rods 
of  visitors,  and  a  local  gentleman  had  a  goo.d  ceel 
of  herling.  In  the  higher  reaches  Mr.  Robor'son 
had  one  sea-trout  and  eight  herling,  while  Mr. 
Graham,  fishing  at  Johnstone  Bridge,  had  a  dozen 
yellow  trout,  four  herling,  and  two  sea-trout.  Mr. 
Smith  one  sea-trout  and  several  herling  near 
Hightae.  Mr.  A.  Irving,  fishing  the  Shillahill  water, 
killed  a  salmon-of  81b.  Mr.  Joseph  Scott  took  a  basket 
of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the  Castlemilk  water. 
The  Nith. — Some  fair  creels  of  herling  and  sea- 
trout  have  been  caught  in  the  different  stretches  of 
the  middle  and  higher  waters.  In  the  Mid  Niths- 
dale  Association  part  below  the  ducal  village  of 
Thornhill,  anglers  have  had  moderate  baskets,  and 
on  the  whole  the  sea-trout  season  has  been  the  best 
for  many  seasons.  Town  anglers  have  had  rather 
poor  sport  below  the  Cauld  at  the  Sands.  Some  of 
the  Sanquhar  anglers  did  fairly  well  while  the 
river  was  in  flood.  A  few  rods  have  had  catches 
ia  the  Cluden  and  Cairn,  the  chief  tributaries. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — These  rivers 
have  been  in  good  order  since  the  last  spate,  and 
some  salmon  have  ascended  from  the  firth.  The 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse  has  given  fair  sport,  and  some 
nice  herling  and  sea-trout  have  been  caught  by  the 
rods,  and  a  fresh  run  of  herling  is  ascending  this 
week.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  is  rather 
small  again,  but  suitable  for  the  night  fly.  The 
loch  fishing  is  of  a  fair  order,  and  some  good 
baskets  have  been  made  occasionally  with  fly. 
Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Rivers. — Some  good  sport  is 
being  had  on  the  lochs,  and  the  catches  on  Loch  Doon 
are  much  better  than  that  recorded  from  the  rivers. 
Among  the  catches  within  the  past  few  days  were 
the  following  :  Messrs.  Addison  and  Nelson,  thirty- 
two  good  trout  with  fly,  Messrs.  Douglas  and  Thomson 
sixteen,  Messrs.  Dunlop  and  Somerville  twenty,  and 
Mr.  Gray  twenty -seven.  Other  rods,  similar  catches  : 
visitors  get  free  fishing  on  Loch  Doon.  The  luch  is 
open  until  the  end  of  September,  and  often  the  best 
baskets  are  taken  in  this  month  when  the  weather 
is  favourable. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  net  fishing,  which 
closud  last  week,  haa  bee.i  fairly  successful  com- 
pared with  recent  years.  The  spring  catches  of 
salmon  were  particularly  good,  and  grilse  were  got 
in  much  larger  numbers  than  last  year.  Sea-trout 
were  especially  plentiful.  Little  has  been  done 
since  the  "twelfth,"  but  sportsmen  will  ever  be 
turning  their  attention  to  the  rod.  With  th.^  re- 
moval of  the  nets  good  sport  may  be  anticipated. 
—J.  M. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney). — 

On  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Morris  had  four  trout,  2Jlb. ; 
Colonel  Forrester,  one,  2  Jib.  ;  on  Aug.  24,  Mr. 
Fraaer,  two,  31b. ;  Mr.  Board,  one,  21b. ;  Mr.  Webb, 
one,  141b.;  Mr.  Brett,  one,  4Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  25,  Mr. 
Brett,  one,  31b. ;  Mr.  Morris,  five,  81b. ;  Mr.  Fraser, 
two,  3Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  26,  Mr.  Webb,  one,  21b. ;  Mr. 


Russell,  four,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Board,  two,  31b.  ;  Mr 
Fraser,  three,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Morris,  one,  21b.;  on 
Aug.  27,  Mr.  Board,  two,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Eraser,  two, 
31b. — John  Mackay. 

Sutherland  Anus  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.).— During 
August  Major  Allanby  and  son  had  the  angling'  of 
the  Oykoli,  and  got  the  fo'lowing  sport:— On 
Aug.  5,  two  flea-trout,  31b.,  and  one  grils",  5Jlb. ;  on 
the  8th,  four  sea-trout,  6jlb.,  and  one  grihe,  '.i^lh.  ; 
on  the  10th,  four  sea-trout,  61b.,  and  one  salmon, 
7ilb.  ;  on  the  Hth,  three  sea-trout,  4|lb.,  and  three 
grilse,  71b..  41b.,  and  5|lb.  ;  on  th«  12th,  one  ealmon, 
11  Jib.,  and  two  grilse,  51b.  and  SJlb  ;  on  th ;  13th, 
two  sea-trout,  41b.,  and  one  grilse,  51b.;  on  the 
15th,  five  sea-trout,  7:^lb.,  and  three  grilse,  5Jlb  , 
51b.,  and  31b.  ;  on  the  16th,  two  sea-trout,  Sjlb. ; 
on  the  18th,  three  grilse,  4pb.,  51b.,  and  51b.  ;  on 
the  19th,  five  .sea-trout,  l^lh..  and  four  grilse,  51b., 
41b.,  5ilb.,  and  5 Jib.  ;  on  the  20th,  one  salmon, 
7ilb.,  and  five  grilse,  31b.,  41b.,  41b.,  4Jlb..  and  51b. 
— B. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  during  the  past  week  has 
been  rather  low,  and  the  weather  too  sultry  and 
warm  for  good  angling,  but,  notwithstanding,  fair 
sport  has  been  obtained  on  several  of  the  beats. 
The  following  are  among  the  catches  for  the  past 
week  : — Islamouth. — Fishing  on  this  stretch  on 
Aug.  24,  Lord  Blythswood  landed  one  grilse  of 
61b.  Upper  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archd.  Coats,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Aug.  26,  killed  one  salmon  of 
161b.,  and  Colonel  Chester  one  of  151b.  Lower 
StobhaLl. — Fishing  this  water  on  Aug.  27,  Mr. 
P.  M.  Coats  had  two  fish  of  191b.  and  141b.; 
while  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Major  Chichester,  on 
Aug.  30,  had  a  grilse  of  151b.  Upper  and  Lower 
Caroill. — Mr.  Gardiner  had  two  grilse  of  61b.  and 
51b.  on  this  stretch  on  Aug.  23  ;  and  Mr.  Basil  Moon, 
one  of  6Jlb.  on  Aug.  26.  Upper  Stanley. — 
Fishing  this  water  on  Aug.  25,  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin 
landed  one  grilse  of  71b.  Lower  Stanley. — 
Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Page,  fishing  this  stretch 
on  Aug.  24,  had  two  grilse  of  331b.  and  431b. 
On  Aug.  26  Mr.  Martin  had  a  grilse  of  61b.  and 
another  of  lOpb.  on  Aug.  29.  Catholes. — Fishing 
on  Aug.  24  Mr.  Melrose  had  on  this  beat  one  grilse 
of  61b.,  while  Mrs.  Melrose  had  one  of  71b.  on  Aug. 
26.  Benchill. — Mr.  Dunnel,  fishing  on  Aug.  25, 
had  one  salmon  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  Melrose  two  grilse 
of  81b.  and  61b.  On  Aug.  27  Mrs.  Melrose  had  one 
grilse  of  7  Jib.  and  Mr.  Melrose  one  of  61b.  on  Aug. 
30.  Battleby.— The  boatmen  fishing  this  beat  on 
Aug.  23  had  one  grilse  of  41b.,  and  on  Aug.  24  a 
salmon  of  121b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).— During  the 
week  Dr.  Fenton  had  sixty-three  sea-trout ;  Mr 
W.  W.  Wickham,  fifty-one  sea-trout  and  one 
salmon,  71b.;  Mr,  Wm.  Pearson,  forty-three; 
Messrs.  O.  Hanlon  and  Ramsbottom,  seventy-three  ; 
General  Beresford,  sixty-three,  in  four  days  ;  Mr.  J. 
Heygate,  twenty,  in  five  days;  total,  313  sea-trout 
and  one  salmon,  71b. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— The  middle  sections  of  this  river 
were  in  order  through  the  week,  but  the  lower 
reaches  were  too  deep  for  the  fly  to  be  used,  and  no 
sport  was  obtained  from  weir  at  Caronroeto  the  sea. 
Trout  are  rising  to  the  fly  on  the  rapids  above  the 
eel  weir  to  which  many  of  these  fish  ascended  in 
the  recent  flood.  Mr.  F.  McErlane  has  caught  five 
grilse,  31b.,  51b.,  51b.,  81b.,  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Meenan 
one  salmon,  11  Jib.,  at  Portglenone ;  and  Mr.  F. 
Wilson  six  salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from  7lb.  to 
201b.  at  Kilrea.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  flax  water  is  yet  in 
evidence  and,  in  consequence,  trout  fishing  on  the 
Antrim  and  Down  rivers  is  almost  at  a  standstill. 
Unfortunately,  the  rivers  are  now  low,  and  should 
any  more  of  the  nuisance  come  in  whilst  they  are 
in  that  t&te  it  would  wipe  out  the  trout.  At 
Stoneyford  Dam  evening  fishing  is  steadily  im- 
proving, a  few  specimens  up  to  21b.  having  been 
lately  taken  ;  this  dam  closes  on  the  30th  inst. 
The  "Woodburn  waters  are  fishing  indifferently.  It 
is  understood  that  the  Ulster  Anglers  will  not  fish 
the  Antrim  Road  Basin — their  private  water  which 
they  recently  restocked  with  rainbows  —  this 
season. — J.  A,  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone). — The  Tyrone  Black- 
water  is  affected  by  flax  water,  so  that  trout  fishing 
is  of  a  rather  indifit-rent  character.  Before  the 
pollution  came  trouting  was  pretty  good  ;  Mr.  John 
Mulla'chy,  Belfast,  in  a  week  killed  two  dozen  trout 
up  to  21b.,  and  a  large  number  of  perch  and  pike 
about  Kendy  pool  reaches. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good 
at  sea  and  brown  trout.  The  sea-trout  has  run 
from  lib.  to  21b.— T.  J.  D. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry).— Peal  and 
sea-trout  are  numerous  in  the  tidal  section  of  the 
Imiy,  awaiting  a  flood.  Brown  trout  anglers  have 
had  fair  sport. — T.  J.  D. 


178 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


September  3,  1904 


Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek) — Sport  on 
the  Erne  during  the  past  week  was  of  the  poorest. 
A  few  small  red  grilse  was  all  that  was  taken 
amongst  five  or  six  rods,  and  those  were  taken  with 
shrimp,  worm,  and  spoon  bait.  Mr.  Jos.  Hone 
landed  two  decent  sized  salmon,  and  Mr,  W.  Carson 
one  of  13  Jib.  The  river  at  time  of  writing  is  very 
low  and  entirely  out  of  salmon  fishing  order,  and 
there  will  be  no  sport  on  the  river  now  even  if  the 
water  does  rise,  as  there  is  no  stock  of  salmon  now 
in  the  river.  Just  a  few  in  two  or  three  places  or 
pools.  The  floodgates  at  Belleek  are  now  down, 
after  having  ran  the  lake  (Erne)  to  summer  height 
of  water. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Galvray  (Leenane  Hotel). — At  Dhulough  House 
Hotel  fishing  has  been  very  good  for  the  past  fort- 
night, as  many  as  twenty  eea-trout  being  caught 
by  one  rod ;  good  prospect  for  September  and 
October.  Whiting,  poUeick,  and  mackerel  fishing 
on  the  bay  for  the  last  week  has  been  excellent. — 
R.  H.  M. 

Killarney. — Some  excellent  sport  has  been  had  at 
brown  trout.  Salmon  have  aflorded  fair  or  average 
sport.  On  Lough  Quittane  brown  trout  fishing  has 
yielded  good  sport  in  the  late  evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Cnrrane,  etc  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
A  few  salmon  and  peal  have  been  had,  including 
two  salmon  weighing  respectively  Sjlb.  and  lOlb. 
A  few  sea-trout,  weighing  between  21b.  and  31b., 
were  had.— T.  J.  D. 

LouffliB  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr).  —  The 
past  week's  fishing  has  been  pretty  good  all  round, 
Mr.  Wolfi  making  largest  basket  of  trout  on  Clonbur 
shores  of  Lough  Corrib,  on  Aug.  26,  six  trout  on 
Harry  Long  Legs,  total  weight,  lUb.,  and  one  on 
artificial  fly,  a  beauty  of  4Jlb.  Major  and  Mrs. 
Jones,  and  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Norman,  same  date, 
fishing  Mask,  creeled  half-dozen  each,  ranging  from 
lib.  to  21b.  each.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dennison  on  Upper 
Mask,  pike  fishing,  landed  on  Aug.  30,  five  pike, 
ranging  from  61b.  to  181b.  each.  Professor  White, 
Mr.  Deane,  and  others,  making  similar  catches. 
September  is  the  great  month  for  big  trout  and 
monster  pike.  Sporting  gentlemen  on  the  mountain 
are  making  nice  mixed  bags  of  grouse,  hares,  and 
wildfowl. — J.  A.  J, 

Isough  Melvin. — Trouting  on  the  lake  generally 
continues  good.  Mr.  Frank  Canton  and  his  son 
took  twelve  fine  baskets  of  trout  during  the  past 
week,  containing  gillaroos  of  21b.  and  2;^lb.,  and 
one  trout  (a  Salmo  ferox)  of  81b.  Numerous  other 
anglers  out  from  Ballyshannon,  Garrison,  Kinlough 
and  Bundoran,  etc.,  enjoyed  very  fair  sport  amongst 
the  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  during  the  past 
week,  and  sport  at  time  of  writing  continues  good. 
Favourable  weather  prevails. — M.  Roganand  Sons. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone).— 
The  flax  water  nuisance  has  greatly  interfered  with 
sport  on  the  Mourne  and  its  tributaries,  and  it  is 
getting  away  fairly,  and  a  good  spate  would 
remove  it  altogether.  Since  the  last  report  the 
following  bags  were  made :  Mr.  Dobson,  sixteen 
salmon ;  Colonel  Barker,  six ;  Mr.  Spooner,  two ; 
Mr.  Scargill,  three;  Mr.  Duff,  two;  Dr.  James 
Moore,  five ;  Dr.  George  Moore,  one.  Captain 
Williams  and  Mr.  Charles  M'lvor  got  several  fish ; 
also  Barker,  M'Colgan,  and  Harkin. — J.  A.  B. 

Uoy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  during  the 
week  was  fair ;  some  rods  getting  four  salmon, 
averaging  61b.,  and  some  sea-trout.  Major  Munns 
and  Mr.  Deverel  got  five  in  three  days,  hooking  a 
good  many  more.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well 
for  trout  and  jack,  some  good  ones  being  taken  on 
the  spinners.  Fishing  closes  on  the  Moy  on  Sep- 
tember 14. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  is  now  in  good  order  and  fish  taking 
the  fly  freely.  Lord  Arran,  on  August  18,  killed 
four  grilse,  241b.  ;  Mr.  John  Jarvey,  six  grilse,  301b. ; 
Captain  Bloss  Lynch,  seven  grilse,  371b.,  one  salmon, 
Sjlb. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  six  grilse,  341b. ;  Major  Munns, 
five  grilse,  261b. ;  Captain  Pratt,  one  grilse,  4ilb ; 
Mr.  Scroope,  four  grilse,  22Jlb.  Sea-trout  anglers 
also  done  well  during  the  week.  Some  trout  have 
been  got  on  the  loughs.  Some  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  were  got  on  the  Palmerstown  river. — Pat 
Heabnes. 

Bosses  (I>ungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Sea-trout 
fishing  on  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses  continues  fairly 
good,  some  respectable  takes  having  been  effected 
since  last  report.  Mr.  O'Hagan  killed  two  salmon 
on  the  CroUy  ;  Mr.  Gore,  one  salmon  on  Lough 
Annie;  and  Dr.  D.  Evelyn  had  two  fish  on  the 
Crolly.  The  best  take  of  sea-trout  was  seven  on 
Tully  Lake«  Lakes  and  rivers  in  fine  order. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleoounell).— As  is  usual  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  the  sport  here  has  been  poor 
during  the  week.  The  water  is  now  most  favour- 
able^ for  coming  month,  and  the  prospects  for  the 
autumn  fishing  are  good. — J,  ENBiGiiT  anp  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  very  good.  On 
Aug.  29  five  anglers,  fishing  near  Horse  Island,  caught 
143  gurnard,  50  whiting,  and  24  bream;  another 
party  of  four  anglers  had  270  fish,  principally 
gurnard,  and  a  third  party  of  six  315,  principally 
gurnard.    Bass  and  mullet  are  numerous. — T.  J.  D, 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  very 
good.  On  one  day,  Messrs.  Curran  (3)  caught 
thirty  pollack,  and  on  another  day  twenty-five. 
On  Aug.  29,  five  anglers  caught  forty-nine  br^am, 
and  on  another  day  four  anglers  caught  thirty 
bream,  twenty-nine  gurnard,  and  ten  various  in 
about  five  hours  in  the  evening.  Bass  and  mullet 
are  very  numerous. — T.  J.  D.  ' 

Deal. — Thursday,  Aug.  25,  wind,  north-east,  fine. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Maxwell  Barbour,  fishing  in  the  bay,  took 
forty  <^bs,  some  decent  ones,  one  small  conger,  one 
small  silver  eel,  and  whilst  reeling  his  line  in  another 
fish  took  it  and  bit  it  in  half.  Aug.  27,  decent  takes 
in  number,  and  Mr.  Butler  had  a  string  of  good  ones. 
Aug.  28,  Mr.  Nunn  and  Miss  Daisy  Hanger,  with 
Dick  Riley,  boatman,  fishing  in  the  Sarcelle,  took 
four  score  dabs  and  plaice  and  twelve  decpnt  whiting. 
Decent  takes  of  plaice,  dabs,  and  soles  are  taken 
with  draw  nets  after  dark,  when  tides  suit.  One 
party  had  a  good  conger  (for  the  time  of  year) 
weighing  about  101b.  or  121b.  In  all  probability 
fishing  will  improve. — Edwabd  Hangeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

  (the  Pier).  —  Cooler    water   has  brought 

about  somewhat  better  results  to  local  anglers, 
although  matters  still  rule  very  slow.  The  number 
of  fish  taken  by  the  numerous  array  of  anglers 
panned  out  a  poor  average.  A  few  notable  fish 
have  been  landed,  however,  as  evidenced  by  a  cod 
of  4|Ib.  caught  on  August  27  by  Mr.  C.  Neville 
Biggs,  the  largest  specimen  recently  seen  here. 
The  fishing  on  the  following  day  proved  very  poor, 
and  by  midday  the  fishing  '  deck  of  the  pier  was 
practically  deserted.  Mr.  Waddell's  take  of  seven 
codling  during  the  early  hours  of  this  day 
was  the  only  event  worthy  of  record.  Mr.  H. 
Larhman  captured  a  fine  plaice  of  3\\h.  on 
August  29,  and  Mr.  T.  Sexton  and  Mr.  J. 
Philp  met  with  fair  success  among  the  pollack, 
though  all  the  fish  taken  were  of  small  size.  A  few 
good  fish  were  caught  on  August  30,  including  two 
large  soles  and  two  plaice,  but  the  day's  catch  was 
not  by  any  means  a  large  one.  Mr.  Waddell  fished 
early  on  August  31,  but  only  bagged  five  codling, 
and  pollack  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 
Numerous  juveniles  spent  several  hours  on  the  pier 
during  the  heavy  rain,  but  the  united  catches  of  all 
did  not  reach  two  score. — J.  Richabdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings.  —  The  silver  whiting  have  arrived, 
and  £ire  a  very  good  sample  for  so  early  in  the 
season.  At  our  club  competition,  Messrs.  Mann 
and  Clarke,  in  one  boat,  had  just  over  five  score  of 
them,  besides  weaver  and  flatfish.  Other  boats 
also  did  well — best  fiah,  a  gurnard  of  IJlb.  taken 
by  Mr.  Evans.  Prospects  of  sport  fairly  good. — 
H.  D. 

Penzance. — Sport  following  the  same  lines  as 
last  reported — namely,  those  following  the  near 
grounds  getting  the  best  catches,  this  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  strong  tides  and  to  the  fact  that  the 
fish  are  following  the  pilchards,  which  have  been 
very  plentiful  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  bay.  We 
hope  for  a  good  time  during  the  coming  neaps. 
Mr.  Rosenthal's  week's  catches:  51  pollack,  121 
bream,  1  ray,  8  mackerel,  12  wrasse,  10  gurnard, 

1  pouting,  5  conger,  2  doreys,  1  bib,  5  dogfish,  1  cod- 
fish (121b.),  and  1  shark  (5ft.  long).  Messrs.  Brad- 
ford (B.S.A.S.)  and  son,  on  Aug.  24,  had  2  gurnard, 
4  wrasse,  40  pouting,  4  conger,  4  pollack,  and  25 
bream,  and  on  three  other  occasions  hai  fair  takes 
of  mixed  fish.  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Rutley,  and  Allse- 
brook,  in  five  catches,  had  127  bream,  31  pouting, 

3  whiting,  18  pollack  (4  largest,  101b.,  71b  ,  91b.,  51b  ), 
7  mackerel,  30  wras.se ;  Mr.  Lloyd,  on  gut  tackle, 
had  a  shark  (4ft.  long)  that  task  some  fine  runs 
before  it  could  be  gaffed.  Messrs.  Boyton  and 
Urry,  B.S.A.S.,  on  Aug.  24,  had  1  gurnard,  6  conger, 

4  mackerel,  6  pollack,  20  bream,  and  on  Aug.  27, 

2  di.reyp,  3. crawfish,  5  conger,  5  pollack,  2  mackerel, 
and  30  bream.  Messrs.  Bates,  Bates,  jun  ,  and 
Ward,  B.S.A.S.,  on  Aug.  23,  had  0  gurnard,  3  ray, 

3  mackerol,  1  conger,  1  dogfish,  2  bream,  1  crawfish, 
7  pollack,  20  various,  and  on  Aug.  24,  10  mackerel, 
85  bream,  4  pollack,  and  12  various.  One  fisherman, 
on  fine  handlines,  off  Mousehole,  caught  last  week 
nearly  400  mackerel.  On  Aug.  27,  Mr.  Berryman 
caught_27  pollack,  over  100  bream  attd  "sploshers" 
(half-grown  bream),  and  1  scad.  Dr.  Mackintosh, 
writing  of  his  catch  on  Aug.  30,  states:  Our  catch 
was  33  pollack,  4  bib,  4  moderate  size  conger,  1  ray, 
3  cuckoos,  and  2  squid  ;  the  pollack  were  of  good 
size,  the  7  biggest  weighing  8Jlb.,  91b.,  9Jlb.,  lOlb., 
121b.,  13Jlb.,  and  151b.  We  were  fortunate  enough 
to  catch  the  squid  about  dusk,  and  caught  the 
conger,  ray,  and  the  four  biggest  pollack  on  squid 
bait.    I  gave  the  word  to  up  killick  at  9.30  p.m., 


when  we  had  used  all  the  squid  bait.  Wo  got  the 
ray  through  the  tide  swinging  us  a  little  off  the  ^ 
mark  on  to  a  spit  of  s^nd.  Mr.  Franks,  a  vi3itor,.j^ 
caught  on  the  Coath  a  pollack  which  weighed  151b.  fl 
Mr.  Percival,  B.S.A.S..  caught  a  crawfish  of  7lb.,  9 
and  a  dogfish  of  71b.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.).  M 

Plymouth. — There  is  nothing  new  much  to  report 
this  week  more  than  last,  except  that  the  mackerel  fl 
are  showing  up  again  and  are  being  caught  by  ■ 
railing.  I  noticed  about  a  dozen  boats  out  on  9 
Tuesday,  when  there  was  a  nice  fresh  breeze  and  |P 
smooth  water,  and  they  were  each  having  good 
sport.  The  basa  are  going  further  up  the  rivers,  and 
good  sport  can  be  had  casting  for  them  above  the 
Saltash  Bridge.  Any  fisherman  who  would  like  to' 
go  in  for  this  sport  should  drop  a  note  to  Mr. 
Curtis,  fisherman,  Saltash:  he  knows  where  the  fish 
are,  and  would  take  anyone  to  the  spot.  The 
whiting  are  still  plentiful  and  in  very  good  condition. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  whilst  you  are  fishing  for 
whiting,  pollack,  or  pouting,  the  chad  give  you  a  lot 
of  trouble,  for  no  sooner  is  your  line  in  the  water 
than  a  swarm  of  these  fish  are  after  the  bait.  For 
those  who  would  like  to  catch  a  few  dozen  of  these 
small  fish  they  should  fit  a  paternoster  with  small 
hooks  baited  with  bits  of  ragworm.  The  edible  fish 
for  this  month  are  sole,  flounder,  plaice,  dab,  raary 
sole,  halibut,  turbot,  brill,  conger,  eel,  trout,  launce, 
pollack,  coalfish,  lythe,  hake,  whiting,  chad,  bream, 
wrasse,  bass,  mullet,  smelt,  scad,  dory,  tub,  piper, 
gurnard,  ray,  sprat,  herring,  pilchard,  shad,  anchovy,  , 
and  all  shellfish. — William  Heabdee  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Bamugate. — Many  boats  have  been  out  during  I 
the  week  and  have  done  fairly  well  with  pouting,  I, 
daba,  and  codling.  From  the  West  Pier  dabs, 
pouting,  a  few  good  silver  eels,  and  a  sole  have  been  \ 
taken.  From  the  Iron  Pier  bass  and  flatfish  have  !■ 
come  to  hand.  Fishing  at  night  from  the  Maiina, 
Mr.  Tanton  has  done  well  with  codling,  dabs,  and  ; 
some  silver  eels.  Next  week  we  hope  to  find  the  | 
whiting. — Grey  Mullett.  \ 

Scarborough.  —  Any  amount  of  large  silver  i 
whiting  are  being  caught  in  the  bay,  but  mackerel  j 
are  not  quite  so  plentiful  as  they  were  a  fortnight  I 
ago.— H.  ,  |! 

Southwold. — The  first  codling  of  the  season  was  j 
taken  on  Aug.  26  off  Gorleston  Pier  by  Mr.  L.  B.  j 
Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.).  Although  small,  it  indicates  j 
probably  an  unusually  early  season,  and  its  capture 
on  the  east  coast  by  rod  has  created  some  surprise  j 
among  local  fishermen. — L.  B.  W.  ' 

Tenby  (South  Wales). — Catches  of  mackerel  by  S 
"whiffing"  only  small;  bass  and  pollack  plentiful, 
also  grey  mullet ;  flatfish  plentiful. — H. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — The  mackerel  are  in  the 
bay  again,  and  many  were  caught  on  Aug.  31  with 
the  spinner.  Pollack  are  also  well  on  the  feed,  but 
it  is  too  rough  to  go  to  their  favourite  haunts 
around  the  Start.— Wm.  Vickeby. 


Jlssociafions,  cfc. 


Anglebs'  Association. 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next, 
Sept.  5,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  W.  Woodeuff,  Sec. 
Anglebs'  Association  Challenge  Shield. 

The  results  of  the  shield  matches  on  August  28 
were  as  follows  :  Central  Hand  in  Hand  v.  Stratford, 
no  fish  caught,  draw  ;  Campbell  United  beat  High- 
bury ;  North  London  beat  Brunswick  Brothers ; 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  beat  Upton  Park ; 
North-East  Brothers  beat  Colebrook  ;  Park  A.S. 
beat  Hoxton  Brothers.  The  following  are 
fiixtures  for  Sept.  4 :  Ware,  Leyton  Waltonians 
V.  Sundial ;  Serapis  v.  Spread  Eagle  ;  Henley-on 
Thames,  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  v.  Walthamstow 
Brothers;  Hurley,  Brompton  A.S.  v.  South  London; 
Amberley,  Crown  and  Buckland  v.  West  Green ; 
Shiplake,  Ealing  v.  Wiltshire  United  ;  Hatfield 
Peverel,  West  Ham  v.  Original  Alexandra,  Central 
Hand  in  Hand  v.  Stratford — re-fish ;  Windsor, 
Harlesden  v.  Newbury  Piscatorials ;  Boxmoor, 
Prince  of  Wales  v.  Spread  Eagle  ;  Shiplake,  Earl 
Damley  v.  Stepney,  Warwick  Castle  Jolly  Anglers 
V.  St.  John's.  The  Good  Intent  have  a  Bohemian 
concert  on  Monday  evening  next  at  8.30,  to 
open  their  new  club-room,  at  the  Blue  Anchor, 
Chance-street,  Shoreditch.  This  club  was  first 
formed  in  1833,  and  has  been  located  at  the  Crown, 
Church-street,  ever  since,  till  now,  when  they  have 
just- changed  their  headquarters. — F.  A.  Gbay. 

Centeal  Association  of  London  Anglebs. 

The  next  monthly  meeting  will  take  place  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday,  Sept.  5,  at  9  p.m. — W.  J.  W. 

City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  Aug.  30,  Mr.  C.  Salisbury 
presided.  There  were  but  few  fishing  reports ; 
however,  a  fine  lot  of  nice  (live)  carp  were  shown 
by  Mr.  Hollands,  part  of  a  take  from  private  water 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufactiirer  of  every  description  of  FisMng  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  f  orld. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  3IEDALS  AWARDED. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.       New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 
100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 
30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 
All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  oS.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  E.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  Wlien  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 

BURBERRY-PROOF 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  The  best  fishing  hat  I  ever  used. 
You  can  have  it  as  light  as  you  like, 
and  yet  it  will  keep  out  any  amount 
of  rain,  and  the  peak  protects  the 
eyes,  ears,  and  back  of  neck."— /Vs/i- 
img  Gazette. 


Every 

Barberry-Proof 
bears  a 

Barberry  Label. 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 


Provide  the  Angler 
with  every  need, 
affording  him— 

(1)  Ppoteetion  from 
Wet  in  all  forms. 

(2)  Self- Ventilation. 

(3)  Coolness  and  Light- 
ness. 

(4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


No  kit  in  the  world  gives 
such  freedom  of  swing  to 
the  arms.  A  characteristic 
essential  not  only  to  Anglers, 
but  for  the  devotees  of  all 
other  forms  of  Sport.  Looks 
smart  as  well  as  workman- 
like, and  unparalleled  for 
excellence  of  material  and 
design. 


-THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

Thoroughly  adapted  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  angler.  Double  brim 
arranged  to  hold  casts  and  flies,  <S;c. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregrinations  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali- 
ties, whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  of  any 
kind  in  the  open  air. 


BURBERRY  PISHING  SUIT. 


FISHING  SLIP-ON. 


30,  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON  ;  &  BASINGSTOKE, 
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of  some  forty  or  more.  Mr.  Hurren,  from  Wrays- 
bury,  reported  water  very  clear,  and  only  gudgeon 
taken.  Mr.  Dryden,  from  off  the  Mouse  Light, 
had  a  very  good  catch  of  soles,  etc.  Mr.  Parker 
related  some  holiday  experiences  at  Hunstanton, 
resulting,  however,  piscatorially,  in  a  very  light 
basket.  Mr.  Gilbert  received  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  for  additions  to  the  society's  album,  etc. 
Three  gentlemen,  proposed  Aug.  16,  were  balloted 
for,  and  duly  elected  ;  two  nominations  were  also 
made  for  ballot  on  Sept.  13.  The  hon.  secretary 
reported  that  a  subscription  of  £1  Is.  had  been  for- 
warded by  the  committee  to  the  T.A.P.S.  ;  also  that 
arrangements  were  being  made  for  cutting  the  weeds 
at  the  society's  fishery  at  Wraysbury.  It  is 
expected  that  at  the  next  meeting  a  short  paper 
on  a  subject  of  interest  will  be  read.  Members  are 
also  requested  to  note  that  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  20, 
there  will  be  an  informal  exhibition  of  tackle  and 
curios  relating  to  fish  and  fishing.  The  usual 
C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  brought  to  a  close  a  very  pleasant  meeting. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  E.  Buxton  Head  presided  over  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  amongst  the 
matters  discussed  was  the  proposed  Anglo-French 
tournament.  The  idea  of  a  meeting  between  repre- 
sentative anglers  of  the  two  nations  was  cordially 
welcomed,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  affair  will  be 
brought  to  a  successful  issue.  Some  good  bags  of 
roach  have  been  secured  during  the  week-end,  Mr. 
Gill  taking  twenty-six  roach,  weighing  151b.,  his 
largest  going  lib.  2.loz.,  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  landmg 
fourteen,  weighing  101b.,  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond 
some  capital  perch  and  roach— liis  five  best  roach 
varying  from  lib.  5oz.  to  lib.  8oz.  Mr.  H.  Davey- 
Turner  had  good  sport  with  sea  and  brown  trout  in 
North  Devon,  taking  at  the  same  time  some  very 
nice  peal.  Mr.  Thonger  has  been  fisliing  at  Dulverton 
and  had  capital  sport,  though  several  spates  pre- 
vented fishing  during  part  of  his  visit.  The  chairman 
reported  taking  some  nice  perch,  and  Mr.  S.  J. 
Chasteney  landed  a  fine  trout  on  Saturday  at 
Chesham.  Several  other  members  have  been  out, 
but  met  with  indifferent  sport.  A  committee 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next  at  6.30  sharp, 
and  will  be  followed  at  eight  o'clock  by  a  special 
general  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBtTRY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  H.  Dunn  presided  over  both  the  committee 
and  ordinary  meetings  on  Aug  31.  Apart  from  the 
business  before  the  committee,  the  chief  interest 
centred  in  the  reports  of  those  members  present 
who  had  competed  in  the  Anglers'  Association  Shield 
competition  on  Aug.  28.  Our  team,  which  adhered 
to  a  9in.  standard  for  roach,  were  most  decisively 
beaten,  but  enjoyed  a  day's  fishing  under  conditions 
quite  foreign  to  them.  Under  the  eagle  eye  and 
general  superintendence  of  Mr.  J.  Harris  everything 
passed  off  without  a  hitch.  Fishing  reports  were 
practically  nil.  Mr.  Rayner  has  taken  small  pike 
and  some  roach  from  the  Lea,  Mr.  Forbes,  tench, 
Messrs.  J.  Parsons  and  Attwood,  roach. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Last  Monday's  meeting  of  the  society  was  of  small 
dimensions  owing  to  the  majority  of  the  regular 
attendants  at  the  weekly  gathering  being  absent  on 
holiday  making  intent  or  searching  for  sport  further 
afield  than  usual.  News  has  been  received  from 
Uxbridge  that  the  weed-cutting  commenced  on 
Wednesday,  August  31,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the 
work  will  be  finished  during  the  week,  as  it  naturally 
tends  to  make  the  fish  rather  shy  for  some  days. 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy,  fishing  at  Uxbridge,  had  amongst 
other  fish  a  trout  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Dunn  had 

roach  and  Mr.  C.  Ruddle  perch  ;  the  latter  fishing 
some  private  water  had  a  dace  of  lib.  IJoz. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Society,  Cambridge. 

The  first  match  of  the  present  season  was  fished 
at  Erlth  on  August  29.  Seventy -five  members  fished 
for  money  prizes.  The  first  prize  was  taken  with 
21b.  7oz. — J.  O.  George. 

Newport  Angling  Association. 
On  August  27  twenty-five  members  of  the  above 
society  fished  a  match  against  the  like  number  of 
members  of  the  Bute  Angling  Association.  The 
weather  was  against  successful  angling,  and  the 
result  was  a  dead  heat — 6oz.  of  fish  per  team. 
After  the  match  the  members  and  friends,  to  the 
number  of  seventy -three,  sat  down  to  a  dinner  at 
the  Bridge  Inn,  excellently  served  by  Mrs.  Bevan. 
Some  interesting  and  instructive  speeches  were 
interspersed  with  some  excellently  rendered  songs, 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought  a 
pleasant  evening  to  a  close.  The  return  match  on 
the  Bute  Society's  water  will  take  place  on  Sept.  17. 
— A.  V.  Williams,  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  G.  Read  Olabee  occupied   the  chair  at 
Wednesday's  meeting.    A  large  number  of  reports 
from  agents  at  stations  and  numerous  letters  from 
members  away  sea  angling  were  read  and  discussed. 
Improvement  in  the  weather  had  manifested  itself 
everywhere,  and  sea  angling  was  in  full  swing  all 
round  the  coast.    Upon  the  east  coast  it  had  much 
improved   from  Cullercoats  south  to   Deal  and 
Dover,  and  an  early  season  was  promised.    A  bass 
of  41b.  6oz.  was  taken  at  Walton-on-Naze.  At 
Dover  there  were  more    mackerel   than  usual. 
On  the  south  coast,  aa  far  as  Parkstone,  angling 
had  been  very  active,  with  good  takes  in  places. 
At  Bournemouth  and   Parkstone   much  whiting 
had  been  taken,  up  to  nine  and  a  half  dozen  in  three 
hours;  also  conger  of  i)^lb.,  12^1b.,  and  19jlb.,  and 
several  threshers.    In  the  Society's  Committee  Cup 
competition  district  as  far  as  the  Land's  End,  very 
fair  sport  had  o))tajned,  fish  being  plentiful,  especi- 
ally at  Scilly,  two  tons'  weight  represeoting  one 
day's  take  at  St.  Mary's.    Mackerel  very  freely 
taken  at  Mousehole ;  Dr.   Mackintosh's  take  of 
pollack  at  Penzance  weighing  8Jlb.  to  15lb.  fish, 
squid  bait  being  ravenously  taken.    A  very  fine 
grey  mullet  has  been  taken  at  Margate  by  Mr. 
Donon  (a  new  member),  weight,   91b.  7oz.,  and 
exceeding,   by  three  inches,  in    length  the  big 
one  caught   by  Mr.  Gomm,   now  on  the  walls 
at  Fetter-lane.    Mr.  Gear,  at   Margate,  secured 
a  fine  cod  of   10 Jib.  while  fishing  off  the  Ness 
for    dabs    with    single    gut    and    dab  hooks, 
tackle  rather  fine  to  play  him  with  to  a  finish  which 
had  to  be  done  as  there  was  no  landing  net  in  the 
boat,  the  boatman  cleverly  taking  him  up  from 
alongside  by  the  gills.    Port  Erin,  Isle  of  Man. — 
Three  membeis  had  been  having  good  sport  with 
pollack,  cod  and  conger.    Ballycotton. — Mr.  Nor- 
man had  a  cod  19^1b.,  good  pollack,  and  a  whiting 
of  21b.  9oz.    Two  books  were  added  to  the  libreiry 
by  "Nemo."  who  was  thanked.     The  secretary 
reported  ihat  the  Committee  had  made  the  following 
awards  cf  the  "  Sarcelle  "  Cup  and  Medals,  prizes 
given  in  the  "  Specimen  Fish  Competition  in  British 
waters,"  lasting  from  August  1,  1903,  to  July  31, 
1904.  Of  the  twenty-four  species  of  Hsh  included  the 
captors  of  the  following  fourteen  finest  specimens  re- 
ceive each  a  silver  medal : — Bass,  101b.  4oz.,  F.  G. 
Aflalo  ;  conger  241b.,  R.  Caioley  ;  dab,  lib.  5Joz.,  L. 
B.  WHghtson ;  flounder,  21b.  9oz.,  M.  R.  Birch- Jones ; 
led  gurnard,  61b.  loz.,  J.  N.  Heam  ;  John  Dory, 
71b.,  J.  H.  Boyton;  mackerel,  Iflb,  C.  S.  Barton; 
pollack.  131b.  6oz.,  R.  H.  Green;  pouting,  21b.  6oz., 
R.  H.  Garnham  ;  sea  bream,  31b.  l2oz.,  J.  Hinton 
Bateman,  M.D.  ;  skate,  261b.,  J.  H.  Basten  ;  turbot, 
101b.  14oz.,  S.  Wood;  whiting,  21b.  12oz.,  G.  F. 
Normandy;    wrasse,  41  b.  foz.,    T.  Lewis.    For  a 
smooth  ray,  201b ,  not  included  in  the  society's 
list    of   fish,    a   silver  medal  was    awarded  by 
the    committee    to    Mr.    C.    O.    Minchin.  The 
"Sarcelle"  Challenge  Cup  was  awarded  to  Mr.  J. 
N.  Hearn,  who  made  the  highest  score  of  merit  for 
fish  taken  of  the  different  species  in  the  list.  There 
were  no  less  than  forty-seven  certificates  of  takes 
registered  during  the  year,  and  some  members  had 
won  prizes  in  two  classes,  only  one  of  which  could 
be  taken,  and  many  fine  fish  liad  been  secured  by 
members  who  had  not  taken  care  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  the  competition.    Mr.  Pickup,  the 
secretary,  in  a  thoughtful  and  statesmanlike  way, 
opened  the  dis-cussion,  to  be  continued  i^ext  Wed- 
nesday, the  question  being  ttated,    "Should  the 
Autumn  Competition  be  continued  at  Deal  ?  "  He 
reminded  the  members  that  Deal  had  been  dealt 
with  last  year  on  the  e\  eting  of  Mr.  Parker's  lecture, 
aud  that  doubts  were  then   expressed  by  some 
members  as  to    the   advisability  of   a  change. 
As  secretary  he    had    since    heard  much  from 
members  upon  the  subject,  and  was,  therefore,  he 
supposed,  selected  to  bring  the  subject  forward. 
He  then,  very  fairly,  stated  the  excellencies  of  the 
place,  both  as  a  sea-angling  station  where  there  are 
6sh,  and  as  possessing  all  the  needful  accommoda- 
tion in  houses,  boats,  and  fishermen  second  to  none. 
Its  convenient,  quick  and  cheap  access  from  London 
and  the  railway  concessions  had  secured  the  patron- 
age of  the  society's  members  for  some  years,  which 
had  no  doubt  greatly  benefited  the  town.  Two 
things  had  to   be  considered,   firstly,   that  the 
society's  efforts  had  so  greatly  increased  the  sport 
that  at  many  places  round  the  coast  the  accommo- 
dation had  largely  increased,  trnd  it  might  well  be 
that  Deal  was  no  longer  the  only  spot  where  such  a 
numerously  contested  competition  as  their  autumn 
event    had  become  could  be  successfully  held. 
Indeed,  the  competitions  of  their  affiliated  societies' 
competitions  in  other  places  were  showing  this,  not 
to  mention  the  now  numerous  "festivals"  held  by 
the  municipalities  of  the  fishing  seaside  resorts,  with 


a  view  of  attracting  visitors.  Boats  and  men  were 
no  doubt  to  be  found  in  increasing  numbers.  The 
society  had  stuck  to  the  place  finding  it  convenient. 
It  had  a  great  stretch  of  fishing  ground  closo 
into  the  shore  and  well  protected,  and  its  boat- 
men could  when  they  chose  to  do  bo  secure 
good  sea  angling  for  their  patrons.  Many 
complaints  under  this  latter  head  had  been  re- 
ceived from  members,  and  the  subject  had  forced 
itself  upon  the  committee's  notice,  and  they  were 
attempting  to  deal  with  it.  This  year  there  would 
be  no  prizes  to  boatmen,  and  some  change  in 
matters  must  take  place.  He  alluded  to  the  Deal 
Corporation  Challenge  Cup,  presented  by  some  of 
the  inhabitants  some  years  ago,  the  condition  of 
the  gift  requiring  it  to  be  competed  for  at  Deal 
until  won  two  years  by  one  member,  when  it  would 
become  his  property.  Discussion  ensued,  opinion 
being  much  divided ;  the  relative  advantages 
of  various  places  were  dealt  with,  and  much 
information  secured  for  the  use  of  the  managing 
committee,  with  whom,  of  course,  and  not,  aa 
popularly  supposed,  a  vote  of  members  attending 
these  meetings,  the  decision  re^ts.  Further  dis- 
cussion was  adjourned  to  next  Wednesday.  A  full 
report  of  the  various  arguments  pro  and  con  I 
reserve  for  next  week.  Mr.  Pickup  was  thanked 
for  his  efforts.  H.  P. 


ANGLING  AND  TROUT  CULTURE  AT 
THE  ANTIPODES, 

THE  VICTORIAN  FISH  PROTECTION 
SOCIETY  AND  ANGLERS'  CLUB. 


Extracts  from    the  Report  fob   the  Yeae 
ENDING  June  30,  1904. 

The  committee  congratulate  the  society  on  the 
success  achieved.    The  number  of  members  is  145 
financial  and  ten  life  members.     The  committee 
regret  that  the  society's  president  (Mr.  J.  Murdoch) 
has  intimated  his  intention  of  resigning  from  office 
on  the  executive  committee.    He  finds  that  pres- 
sure of  business  prevents  his  giving  to  any  office  on 
the  executive  that  attention  required  to  do  it 
justice.    It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Mr.  Murdoch  has 
filled  the  positions  of  assistant  hon.  sec.  for  three 
years,  hon.  sec.  for  five  years,  vice-president  two 
years,  and  president  two  years,  besides  having  given 
his  services  on  the  angling  committee.    The  com- 
mittee wish  to  place  on  record  their  appreciation 
of  the  good  work   done  by  the  society's  hm. 
secretary,  Mr.  P.  Mallett,  and  the  hon.  assistant 
secretary,  Mr,  C.  J.  Smith,  and  Mr.  J.  Kain,  hoiL 
treasurer.    With  pardonable  piide  your  committee 
draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  restocking  of 
streams   with  acclimatised  trout  is    still  being 
carried  on,  and  it  might  here  be  mentioned  that 
since  the  acclimatisation  of  those  fish  the  society 
has,  at  its  own  expense  (with  the  valuable  assist- 
ance in  the  nature  of  donations  from  the  late  Sir 
Samuel  Wilson,  Mr.  INlarcus  W.  Oldham,  and  the 
directors  of  the  late  Fish  Acclimatisation  Society, 
Royal  Park),  liberated  over  105,000  trout  fry  and 
yearlings — this  year  210  rainbow  yearlings  being 
liberated  in  the  Deep  Creek  near  Keilor.  From 
information  obtained  on  the  application  of  your 
society  from  the  fish  acclimatising  societies  at 
Geelong  and  Ballarat  respectively,   it  hets  been 
learned  with  extreme  satisfaction  of  the  good  work 
done  during  the  past  two  seasons  by  four  other 
metropolitan  clubs,  eighteen  country  angling  clubs, 
thirty-seven  municipal  councils,  and  six  gentlemen 
in  various  parts  of  the  State  in  the  restocking  of 
streams  with   acclimatised  trout.    Your  society 
intends  writing  to  all  other  municipal  councils  in 
suitable  districts,    asking   them    to    follow  the 
example  so  worthily  set  by  the  councils  specified. 
During  the  year  the  president  and  Messrs.  J.  S. 
Milford  and  T.  A.  Brittlebank  have  read  interest- 
ing and  instructive  papers  on  matters  piscatorial. 
Three  euchre  tournaments  and  one  smoking  concert 
have  alsj  been  held,  all  of  which  have  proved  to 
be  a  great  success,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
incoming  committee  will  pay  special  attention  to 
these  entertainments,  for  tliey  have  been  the  means 
of  affording  considerable  pleasure  to  members  and 
their  friends,  and  will  continue  to  be  the  means  of 
securing  greater  attendances  at  the  weekly  meetings 
during  th  '  win'er  months. 


NEW  PISOATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  66 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

16,172.  Thomas  Randall  Preedy,  45,  Jermyn- 
street,  St.  James's -street,  W.  "Improve- 
ments in  the  jointing  of  fishing  rods  and 
the  like." 
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THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 

Estd.  1839.         (J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.) 

WADING 
TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 

STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 
SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 


19,  PICCADILLY  ( ..?s;"4erw  ). 

Bpaneh  :  35,  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Corner  of  Jermyn  St.).  S.W. 


General  Use. 


MALGOM  &  CO. 

(The  Sportsman's  Waterproofers). 


'FEATHERWEIGHT' 

WADERS. 

Testimonial  from  E.  H.  S. 

"  I  find  the  Waders  I  had  from  you  the  greatest 
comfort,  and  like  them  better  than  any  others  I  have 
ever  had.    I  may  say  that  I  have  given  them  hard  wear." 


3,  Green  St.,  Leicester  Sq.,  London,  W.C. 


THE  HE6RIDEAN  SPORTING  ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED. 
SOUTH^ARRIS  FISHINGS. 


SPRING  FISHING— Sea  Trout  and  Finnock. 

BROWN  TROUT  FISHING ;  Safe  Boating",  Sea  Fishing,  &  Goinng. 

SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT  FISHING -1st  July  to  31st  October. 


First-class  Hotel  Accommodation, 


For  partloulars,  apply  to  Geo.  D.  Stiblinq,  O.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent  St.,  Glasgow. 
FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Grown  8vo.,  Vis.  &d. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  <fe  COMPANY,  Ltd..  St.  Dunstaii'a  House,  Fetler  Lane,  B.C. 


137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  and 

1,  2,  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd.  -  ^ 

Daily  Telegraph  says  ;  "  Carters  have  earned  a  reputation  for  good  honest  work."       People.—"  Carters  is  the  Best  House  in  London. "      Land  and  Water.—"  About  half  the  usual  prices." 

CARTERS  SPECIALITIES  FOR  SEA  FISHERS. 

9^  Remember  that  Carters  have  made  a  special  feature  of  the  Sea  Angler's  requirements,  and  hold  the  largest 
and  best  selected  Stock  in  the  Trade.     Beware  of  imitations!    Insist  on  having  the  best,  "CARTERS." 

The  "New  Century  " 

Sea  Reel.  ....^a-^^^^— 

SOLE    MAKERS.  ^^^^^^ggf^^^^^g^^^^l  CdllerS 

'Compact' 
Sea 
Tackle 
Outfit 

(Registered). 


TJiis  reel  is  the  latest  and  most  improved 
pattern  of  sea  reel  manufactured.    It  is  made 
'  f  metal  throus^hont.    The  whole  being  non- 
lusting  and  non-corrosive  ;  it  is  also  absolutely 
I>roof  atfainst  swelling  and  jammhig.  'ITie 
drum  is  formed  by  a  series  of  bars,  the  front 
and  back  plates  are  perforated,  the  reel  is 
fitted  with  new  lever  brake  and  adjustable 
'heck,   also  JSickerdyke   line  guard.  The 
handles  are  our  new  improved  pattern,  whilst 
■  fixing  of  reel  is  simple,  neat,  and  effective. 
'■  brake  Is  so  fitted  that  the  slightest 
/  39ure  is  suffltient  to  put  a  drag  on  reel, 
have  every  confidence  in  tendeiing  this 
I  for  the  cmsideration  of  sea  anglers  at 
ine  and  abroad,  knowing  that  it  will  always 
reliable  and  not  go  back  on  its  user  at  some 
iiical  moment. 
,  4         4*  51         6        7  in. 

iTlocaB/-  27/6  30/-   33/-   3B/-  42/- 


The"B.S.A."  Sea  Reel. 

SOIL-E  MAKERS. 


1091  No.  2— (./i^ntaining  2  Deal  Adjustable  Leads,  1  Twisted  Gut  Trace,  I  dozen  assorted  Hooks, 
for  W  lining  and  Cod,  on  i  wisied  Gut,  1  Clement  s  Boom,  1  Carter  Biamond  Pater- 
noster, 2  Mackerel  .Spinners,  1  dozen  Brass  Swivels,  1  dozen  "  Bates  "  Hooks,  assorted, 
1  dozen  "  Minchin  "  Hooks,  assorted,  1  dozen  Twisted  Gut  Lengths.    Price  12/6. 

1092  No.  3— Containing  2  Deal  Adjustable  Leads,  1  Twisted  Gut  Trace,  1  dozen  assorted  Hooks 
for  Whiting  and  Cod,  on  Twisted  Gut,  1  Clement's  Boom,  1  Carter  Diamond  Pater- 
noster, 2  Mackerel  Spinners,  1  dozen  Brass  Swivels,  1  dozen  "Bates"  Hooks, 
assorted,  1  dozen  "  Minchin  "  Hooks  assorted,  1  dozen  Twisted  Gut  Lengths,  2  Sand 
Eels,  Half  a  dozen  Bass  Flies,  Twisted  Casts.   Price  15/6. 

FUliina  Gdzcltr,  October  27.— "The  want  of  a  small,  compact,  well-fitted  case  for  Sea  Anglers 
has  lon«  been  felt.  Too  often  one  finds  on  reaching  one's  destination  that  some  very  necessary 
article  has  been  forgotten.  This  anses  through  having  the  different  hooks  and  tackles  in  separate 
boxes,  and  not  all  together.  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.  have,  therefore,  placed  on  the  market  their  new 
'  Coinpact'  outfit,  some  little  idea  of  which  may  be  gleaned  from  the  illustration.  The  case  is,  as 
Its  name  implies,  compact,  being  only  7i  in.  long,  4i  in.  broad,  and  1  in.  deep.  It  can,  therefore, 
be  easily  carried  in  the  coat  pocket.  The  box  is  fitted  with  everything  necessary  for  a  Sea  Fisher  s 
wants.  With  one  of  ttiese  the  Sea  Angler  is  equipped  with  all  his  re<iuirements  of  the  latest  and 
most  practical  patterns,  and  mostly  of  Messrs.  Carters  registered  designs.  It  will  be  found 
-  extremely  moderate  in  price,  and  is  likely  to  be  very  popular.  ' 

B«nd   fov   IlluBtvatecl   Px>ioe   r^ist   Post  Fvee. 


Approved  and  used  by  Members  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Thousands  of  these  reels  have  been  produced 
during  the  past  few  seasons,  giving  entire  satis- 
faction. 

Made  on  the  Nottingham  principle,  with  inner 
plate  and  back  rim  of  brass.  Gunmetal  spindle 
and  check,  non-rusting ;  there  is  no  possibility  of 
warping.  A  combination  which  is  indispensable 
for  the  Sea  Fisher. 

934   Size,    4{  in.     5  in.     6  in^ 
Price  8/6      9/6  12/6 

Sea  Fisher  s  ./onrna?,  March.— "  The  'B.S.A. 
reel  has  become  <|Uite  a  favourite,  and  for  general 
sea  fishing  it  will  be  hard  to  beat.  It  is  fitted  as 
all  sea  reels  should  be  fitted,  with  large  handles, 
and  is  strong  and  well  made." 
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"It  is  no  use  trying  to  appease  the  envious." — 
Vauvenardtjes. 


From  Monday,  Auguat  22,  to  Saturday,  August 
27,  Col.  T.  L.  Alison,  fishing  on  the  Bann  at  Caronroe, 
on  Mr.  George  Andrew's  leave,  killed  eight  salmon. 
The  following  are  their  weights:  201b.,  181b.,  71b., 
91b.,  81b..  121b.,  41b.,  101b.  From  the  Monday  till 
Wednesday,  on  Mr.  Henderson's  leave,  the  Rev. 
Mervyn  Archdall  killed  three  salmon.  The  follow- 
ing are  their  weights  :  15lb.,  71b.,  11  Jib. 


In  answer]  to  many  correspondents,  the  Anglo- 
French  Roach  Competition  is  engaging  the  attention 
of  the  Editor.  Further  particulars  will  shortly 
appear. 


A.'!  will  be  noted  at  the  foot  of  Mr.  Philip  Geen's 
article,  *'  What  I  Saw  and  Heard  while  Pollack, 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  co.  Donegal  "  {see 
p.  170),  the  whole  of  the  seventeen  papers,  which 
commenced  on  May  14,  1904,  are  being  printed  in 
book  form.  In  addition  to  these  illustrated  articles 
the  book  will  contain  chapters  on  "  Spring  Salmon 
Fishing:  Spinning  from  the  Bank  in  Gleu  Lyon," 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Oazetle  during 
February  and  March,  1902.  What  will  be  good 
news  to  London  anglers  is  the  intimation  that  the 
third  portion  of  his  work  will  contain  a  series  of 
chapters  (also  illustrated)  on  "  Fishing  in  the  Home 
Counties :  Particularly  in  the  Thames."  For  the 
lart  quarter  of  a  century  Mr.  Philip  Geen  has  had 
the  interests  of  London  anglers  at  heart,  and  hun- 
dreds who  know  him  (as  president  of  the  London 
Anglers'  Association),  and  thousands  who  have 
heard  of  him,  will  wait  with  impatience  the  pub- 
lication of  his  new  book. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  27,  "Charalah" 
asks  Mr.  Phillips,  who  wrote  on  the  subject  of 
casting  from  the  reel  on  Aug.  20,  to  explain  the 
modus  operandi  of  casting  a  light  float  a  long 
distance  with  banks,  treef ,  or  other  obstacles  at  the 
back  of  the  angler  or  caster.  Mr.  Phillips  says  he 
cannot  perform  the  feat  himself,  and  therefore 
cannot  give  instructions.  Mr.  Coxon  is  asked  how 
to  use  his  "  Aerial "  reel.  Mr.  Harry  Spray  and 
other  adepts  in  the  art  of  light  float  casting  might 
also  be  asked  if  they  could  enlighten  those  who 
have  read  about  but  never  seen  how  it  is  manipu- 
lated. Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  says  it  is  difi&cult  to 
explain  in  writing,  but  would  willingly,  when  and 
where  possible,  show  him  how  to  do  it. 

»  *  *  *  • 

T  do  know  of  men  who  would  have  none  of  the 
flies  as  sold  by  professional  fly  tiers.  No ;  they 
would  hie  them  instanter  to  the  emporium ;  select 
the  hooks,  silks,  hackles,  and  lots  of  other  neces- 
saries for  the  making  of  flies;  then  read  how  it's 
done — and  very,  very  foon  give  it  up  in  disgust. 
The  art  of  light  float  casting  is  not  a  case  of 
nascitur  non  fit,  for  it  may  be  acquired  in  two  or 
three  lessons  from  an  expert,  and  skUl  will  come 
with  practice.  I  do  know  of  men  who  would  crok 
the  dinner — just  for  once — to  show  their  poor  mis- 
guided cooks  how  easy  it  is  to  arrange  a  four-course 
dinner,  and  for  each  curse  to  be  served  to  time — 
and  hot.  And  I  do  know  of  women  who  have  seen 
them  do  it — or  try  to — and  then  bum  the  cookery 
book. 

***** 

"  Another  way  "  :  as  the  cookery  book  said  before 
it  was  burned.  Go  to  the  Egyptian  Hall  or  the 
Hippodrome  where  some  really  marvellous  "  tricks  " 
of  legerdemain  and  sleight  of  hand  are  practised  by 
renowned  prestidigitateurs,  and  then  go  home  end 
try  for  yourself.  It  is  many  years  since  Dr.  Lynn 
nightly  took  the  audience  into  his  confidence  and 
showed  them — actually  showed  them,  and  still  they 
could  not  find  out  how  it's  done."  If  I  had  time 
I  would  write  a  little  book  on  "  Light  Float  Casting," 
illustrated  :  showing  the  position  of  the  hands,  the 
line,  the  float,  and  the  rod,  and  when  you  saw  the 
big  bank  behind  the  operator  you  would  say,  "Why, 
after  a  little  practice  I  could  do  it  myself.  '  The 
Wallis's  and  Harry  Sprays  are  not  conjurers,  but 
real  live  skilled  fishermen  and  anglers. 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week,  Mr.  F.  Fountaine 
writes: — "Although  in  all  parts  of  the  country  the 
rivers  just  now  are  very  low,  and  the  season  for 
fishing  is  not  supposed  to  have  really  commenced, 
a  very  excellent  day's  sport  may  be  obtained  in 
the  Ringwood  wateis,  where  pike  and  loach  and 
some  few  very  large  perch  abound.  In  the  River 
Avon,  below  Ringwood,  I  have  lately  captured  easily 
over  ten  pound  weight  of  roach  when  resting  from 
my  labours  of  spinning  for  jack.    The  latter  afford 


capital  sport  on  a  cloudy  day,  and  the  river  abounds 
with  them.  You  have  only  to  cast  your  spinner  or 
paternoster  into  a  like'y  hole  and  a  jack  is  sure  to 
appear.  I  have  not  been  successful  in  landing 
a  pike  over  7 Jib.  this  summer,  but  have  had 
much  larger  fish  on.  Fisherman's  luck,  alas !  is 
too  well  known  to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  go 
into  details  Anyone  wanting  as  good  a  day's 
sport  as  they  are  likely  to  get  anywhere  for  jack 
fishing  this  time  of  year,  cannot  do  better  than 
come  to  Ringwood  and  put  up  at  the  White 
Hart  Hotel,  where  they  will  be  most  thoroughly 
comfortable,  and  can  secure  the  services  of  Harris,  a 
noted  character  in  these  parts,  who  knows  every 
hole  in  the  river,  and  the  best  method  of  persuading 
the  fish  to  come  out  of  their  dens." 


September. 

Pensive  September — month  of  quiet  mien. 

With  thee  at  hand  we  bid  a  long  farewell 
To  all  the  summer  glories  that  have  been. 

Which  we  have  loved  all  joyously  and  well. 
The  reapers  now  are  busy  in  the  fields. 

And  creeking  waggons  blithesome  roll  away. 
With  store  of  grain  that  pregnant  Ceres  yields. 

To  earth-born  toilers  in  the  realms  of  day. 
The  thrush  and  linnet  cease  their  matin  song. 

The  swallows  wing  to  other  lands  their  flight. 
For  mellow  Autumn  quickly  comes  along, 

And  harvest  o'er  we  look  for  winter's  night. 
When  bird  and  flower,  the  rapt  and  beaming  eye. 
No  more  rejoicing  can  their  charms  descry. 

— Chas.  F.  Fobshaw. 


The  Weymouth  Angling  Association,  whose  head- 
quarters are  at  the  Weymouth  Hotel,  will,  on 
Monday,  Sept.  12,  hold  their  Ferry  Bridge  and 
Little  Sea  and  Harbour  Competitions — including 
Backwater  and  the  Westham  Bridge  (for  harbour 
competition,  no  boat  allowed) — for  the  heaviest 
weight  of  fish  taken  on  that  day,  for  one  gold 
medal,  two  bronze  medals,  and  other  prizes. 
«  »  *  *  » 

The  boat  competition  will  take  place  on  Sept.  14, 
15,  and  16.  Class  1. — On  Sept.  14  and  15  for 
heaviest  fish  taken  on  either  day.  Bronze  medal 
given  by  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  and 
prizes  given  by  committee  of  W.A.A.  and  others. 
Class  2. — On  Sept.  IG,  silver  medal  given  by  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  and  other  prizes,  for 
the  heaviest  aggregate  weight  of  fish  taken  on  this 
day,  and  any  one  other  day  during  the  competition. 
Also  gold  medal  given  by  Mr.  Henry  Cox,  for  the 
heaviest  fish  taken  during  the  whole  of  the  com- 
petitions. Open  to  all  who  have  already  weighed 
in  for  any  one  day  of  competition.  The  com- 
petitions are  open  to  all  bond  fide,  members  of  any 
recognised  angling  society.  Competitors  to  be 
eligible  for  all  prizes  with  the  exception  of  the 
B.S.A  S.  medals,  which  can  be  awarded  only  to 
members  of  the  B.S  A.S.,  or  members  of  the  Wey- 
mouth Angling  Association.  Visitors  (not  members 
of  an  J'  recognised  angling  society),  on  payment  of  a 
fee  of  Is  ,  may  become  honorary  members  and  take 
part  in  these  competitioiM,  if  such  fee  be  paid 
before  6  p.m.  on  Monday,  Sept.  12.  These  honorary 
members  will  not  be  eligible  for  the  B.S.A. S. 
medals.  The  annual  fish  dinner  (open  to  all 
anglers  and  friends)  will  be  held  at  headquarters 
on  Friday,  Sept.  10,  at  7.46  p.m.  The  rules 
governing  the  competitions,  entry  forms,  and  full 
particulars  may  be  had  from  Mr.  Chas.  J.  Russell, 
hon.  sec,  90,  St.  Mary-street,  Weymouth,  who  is 
using  every  endeavour  to  make  the  1904  Festival  a 
success. 

***** 

Another  very  popular  sea  fishing  fixture  is  the 
Borough  of  Southend  Annual  Sea  Angling  Festival, 
which  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday,  September  24,  25,  and  26,  for  the  Borough 
of  Southend  Sea  Angling  Trophy  and  Gold  Medal, 
and  numerous  other  prizes.  The  really  handsome 
trophy  is  valued  at  40  guineas.  There  are  six 
different  classes  to  be  fished  in  the  boat  competition 
and  four  in  the  pier  competition,  and  the  rules 
governing  the  competitions  for  the  three  days  are 
very  concise,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  affiliated 
and  unattached  anglers  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
the  entries  close  on  September  20.  The  prizes 
will  be  distributed  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor 
of  Southend  on  Monday  evening,  Sept.  26,  at  the 
Assembly  Rooms,  Middleton  Hotel,  at  eight  o'clock. 
The  rooms  are  comfortably  furnished  as  clubroom, 
reading-room,  etc.,  and  every  convenience  will  be 
arranged  for  visitors,  who  will  receive  a  hearty 
welcome.  The  rooms  will  be  open  on  Friday, 
Sept.  23,  until  Tuesday,  Sept.  27.  Refreshments 
will  be  supplied  at  moderate  prices.  Special  facili- 
ties are  being  offered  by  the  various  railway  com- 
panies, and  copies  of  the  rules  and  regulations,  entry 
forms,  and  all  particulars  will  be  forwarded  on 


application  to  the  hon,  secretaries,  Messrs.  O.  M. 
Howard  and  F.  C.  Summers,  Middleton  Hotel, 
Southend.  This  event  bids  fair  to  outrival  last 
year's  successful  festival. 


Thu  following  is  a  very  good  way  to  make  a 
Creole  stow  of  frogs'  legs ; — Wash  the  legs,  wipe  dry, 
season  and  fry  brown  in  butter  or  olive  oil ;  for 
every  dozen  pair  of  legs  add  one-half  wine  glass  of 
pale  sherry  and  let  the  legs  simmer  for  five  minutea ;' 
then  add  half  a  small  green  pepper  minced  fine  and 
two  tomatoes  peeled  and  sliced ;  cover  and  cook 
fifteen  minutes,  take  up,  let  the  sauce  cook  a 
moment  longer,  then  pour  around  the  legs  and 
serve  with  the  brown  bread  and  salad. 


Two  anglers  made  a  remarkably  fine  catch  of  fish 
on  Wednesday  off  the  Shakespeare  Cliff,  Dover.  In 
Fix  hours  they  hooked  1701b.  of  fish,  including  seven 
fine  sttlmon  basa  and  five  large  conger  eels. 


AuBiviN(j  at  Dover  after  a  stormy  crossing.  Dean 
Hole  had  to  wait  a  long  time  at  the  station,  and, 
time  hancing  heavily,  perused  the  company's  by- 
laws. "  It's  one  consolation  after  such  a  crossing," 
said  the  Dean,  "  that  we  go  back  more  cheaply  than 
we  came."  "I  don't  understand,  sir,"  said  the 
official.  "  Wliy,  I've  just  been  reading  this,"  said 
the  Dean,  "  and  it  plainly  states  that  returned 
empties  are  taken  at  a  much  reduced  rate." 


Mr.  W.  H.  Lewer  and  his  son  '*  Dick,"  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  H.  S.  Browning,  have  just  returned 
from  a  holiday  on  the  Lark — of  course,  I  mean  the 
river  Lark.  They  tell  me  that  the  river  is  "  alive  " 
with  fish,  and  considering  the  immense  overgrowth 
of  weeds  they  were  fortunate  in  securing  some  good 
roach  up  to  lib.  7oz.  and  dace  up  to  12oz.  Good 
old  "  Tommy "  West,  bailiff  to  the  Lark  Angling 
Association,  strained  every  nerve  to  punt  the  anglers 
to  the  best  swims,  which,  until  the  weeds  are  cut,  is 
a  difficult  task.  I  hear  from  Mr.  William  Hewlett 
that  one  of  Percy  Wadham'a  excellent  weed-cutters 
will  very  shortly  change  tout  cela.  The  new  pro- 
prietors of  the  Bull  Hotel  make  anglers  very  com- 
fortable. 


A  Fish  Stoey. 

De  catfish  cry. 

En  de  sturgeon  say : 
"  Yonder  is  a  fishin'  man 
Comin'  dis  way  ! 

"  En  he'll  try  fer  ter  git  you 
On  his  line. 
En  he'll  teU  de  folks 
You  wuz  six  foot  ninel" 

Den  de  catfish  say: 

"Le's  swim  up  higher — 
We  don't  want  ter  'aociate 

Wid  no  sich  liar !  " 

— Atlanta  Constitution. 


"  Angling  is  an  art "  {vide  Izaak  Walton), 
"printing  is  an  £irt  "  {vide  William  Caxton).  The 
Annual  Sports  of  the  Caxton  Amateur  Athletic  Club 
(Wm.  Clowes  &  Sons,  Ltd.)  will  take  pleice  at  the 
Putney  Velodrome  on  Saturday,  Sept.  10.  There 
will  be  running,  walking,  and  cycling  handicaps,  a 
tug  of  war,  and,  not  the  least  interesting,  an  egg 
and  spoon  race  for  ladies.  The  Sports  com- 
mence at  2.30,  and  doubtless  will  attract  a  large 
attendanc?.  'The  Velodrome  is  easily  accessible,  a 
first-rate  service  of  trains  running  from  Waterloo  to 
Putney.  The  Caxton  is  a  very  energetic  club,  and 
I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  some  of  our' 
"records  "  being  run  very  close.  Tickets,  sixpence 
and  one  shilling,  may  be  had  on  application  to  Mr. 
W.  R.  Crisp  (Hon.  Sec),  Messrs.  Wm.  Clowes '& 
Sons,  Ltd.,  Duke-street,  Stamford-street,  S.E. 


A  Thames  phenomenon — vide  a  Surrey  riversid© 
journal : — 

"Capture  of  a  Golden  Tbout. — On 
Monday  evening,  while  fishing  off  the 
Queen's  Promenade,  at  Surbiton,  Mr.  W. 
Webster,  of  140,  Richmond-road,  Kingston, 
hooked  and  landed  a  splendid  specimen  of 
the  golden  trout.  He  was  fishing  with 
ordinary  bait,  and  it  took  twenty-five 
minutes'  play  to  net  the  fish.  It  measured 
28 Jin.  in  length  and  weighed  111b.  loz." 

"Golden  trout"  forsooth  I  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
thought  a  "carping  "  critic,  but  surely  a  fisherman 
may  be  allowed  to  "  carp  "  when  a  splendid  epeoi-- 
men  of  the  golden  carp  is  described  as  a  "  golden 
trout."  Dragnet. 
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Pfoviiieial  flflglifig  jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  fost  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
have  nearly  completed  their  arrangements  for  their 
aiuiual  contest,  which  takes  place  in  the  Thames  at 
Abingdon  on  the  second  Monday  in  September, 
\vhen  £100  in  money  prizes  will  be  fished  for.  Tliree 
triiins  have  been  arranged  for,  and  one  of  these  will 
be  entirely  composed  of  saloons.  A  large  marquee 
will  this  time  be  erected  as  close  as  possible  to 
the  river  bridge,  and  it  wiU  be  here  that  the  draw  will 
take  place.  Messrs.  Morland,  the  well-known, 
brewers,  will,  be  the  caterers,  and  will  supply  the 
liquid  and  solid  refreshments  at  a  very  low  rate.  If 
the  weather  is  at  all  favourable  the  contest  will  be 
the  largest  ever  held  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Rail- 
way and  contest  tickets  are  now  in  the  branch  secre- 
tary's hands,  and  they  can  also  be  obtained  at  all 
the  tackle  shops  in  the  city.  The  old  established 
Rose  and  Crown  Society  fished  their  annual  contest 
on  Aug.  28  in  the  Avon  at  Wyre,  above  Pershore. 
The  contest  was  well  attended.  The  river  was  three 
feet  below  its  normal  level  owing  to  the  repairs 
being  done  at  Pershore  Lock  ;  but  still  the  sport 
was  good.  Mr.  E.  Holmes  secured  the  first  prize 
with  41b.  Toz.  of  mixed  fish,  and  the  next  six  prize 
winners  took  over  lib.  weight  of  fish.  The  prizes, 
to  the  value  of  £25,  will  be  distributed  on  Tuesday 
evening  next.  Good  catches  of  roach  and  bream 
haye  been  had  in  the  Avon  below  Evesham  and 
down  to  Fladbury.  Stewed  wheat  and  malt  are  the 
chief  baits  used.  Some  good  takes  of  fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  above  river  early  in  the  morning. 
Fishing  has  been  good  on  the  Trent,  and  some  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Severn.    Several  contests  were  fished  on  August  28. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  return  of  the  hot  weather  has  caused  a 
marked  improvement  in  bream  fishing,  and  anglers 
who  have  fished  exclusively  for  these  have  returned 
from  the  wat«rs  with  well-filled  panniers.  The 
middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham  have, 
of  course,  come  in  for  the  largest  share  of  attention, 
although  some  of  the  minor  drains  have  yielded 
gratifying  bags.  Roach  have  not  been  so  active  as 
last  week  ;  nevertheless,  those  who  have  used  very 
fine  tackle  have  been  able  to  do  satisfactory  exe- 
cution with  the  maggot.  Perch  continue  on  the 
feed,  and  several  fish  weigliing  lib.  and  upwards 
have  been  killed  with  the  worm.  The  weeds  are  too 
numerous  to  do  any  good  with  the  trolling  tackle, 
and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  complaining,  especially  on 
subscription  waters — like  the  Forty-foot.  The 
Spalding  F.C.  held  a  match  on  the  Glen  at  Surfleet 
on  Aug.  25.  There  were  twenty-six  competitors 
and  eight  prizes.  Roach  gave  the  most  sport,  and 
H.  Massey,  the  winner,  made  a  very  fair  bag 
(61b.  lOoz.).  The  other  weights  varied  from  21b. 
downwards.  The  competitors  lunched  together  at 
the  Reservoir  Inn,  and  altogether  they  had  a  very 
enjoyable  time,  the  weather  being  dehghtful. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  very  good  takes  of  roach  and  odd  bream  are 
now  being  taken  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  river  Hull 
at  GrovehiU,  Figham,  Wawne,  and  Cicey,  the  best 
fish  being  caught  with  paste.  The  Market  Weigh  ton 
.  Canal  has  also  been  providing  grand  sport  amongst 
roach  and  bream  of  late,  and  on  Saturday  last 
(August  27),  under  the  auspices  of  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  a  largo 
fishing  match  took  place  at  Newport,  on  the  canal, 
when  about  three  hundred  local  anglers  competed 
for  several  valualjle  prizes.  ITie  first  prize  winner 
secured  in  the  two  hours  some  lOlb.  of  nice  roach 
and  bream.  The  oldest  angling  association  in  Hull 
— the  Universal — held  their  third  match  this  season 
on  Augu-st  24  at  Firebeacon,  on  the  river  Ludd, 
resulting  in  Mr.  William  Phillipson  (the  president) 
taking  the  first  prize  with  41b.  8oz.,  Messrs.  C.  Allon 
andj.  Hodgson cominginsccondand third.  Thenext 
match  will  bo  fished  at  the  same  jjlace  on  Sept.  14. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

I     Trout  fishing  improved  a  Uttle  on  the  lake,  but  the 
hot  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  spoiled  sport. 
•  A  moderate  sort  of  rise  is  sure  to  come  on  before  the 
(  season  Ls  at  an  end.    Char  are  very  quiet.  Perch 
;  continue  to  bite  freely,  and  some  good  ones  may  be 
taken  by  patemostering,  a  style  of  angling  but  Uttle 
'  practised  up  here.    Pike  are  feeding  in  a  very  half- 
'  hearted  sort  of  way.    On  the  streams  some  splendid 
brown  trout  are  being  creeled,  especially  on  the 
^  lower  reaches  of  the  Kent.    I  saw  a  lot  of  fifteen 
'  recently,  which  weighed  01b.    Some  good  baskets 
<  of  sea-trout  have  been  taken,  notably  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Lee,  who  haa  had  some  splendid  evening  fishing  on 
the  Lovena  Park  and  I.,ower  hovons  fisheries. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day'  two  events  of  great  interest  aro  being 
decided.  One  is  the  combined  shield  and  cham- 
pionship competition  at  Worsley,  and  the  other  the 
"  junior  annual "  of  the  Warrington  Association. 
The  visit  of  the  Gorton  Anglers  to  Althorpo  is  like 
other  matches  in  the  same  district — a  triumph  for 
one  man.  Mr.  Wainwright,  with  a  catch  of 
21b.  lOJoz.,  was  far  before  any  other  rod.  It  is 
pleasing  to  hear  that  the  BoUin  is  now  fishing  well, 
especially  the  lower  length  with  roach.  The  Latch- 
ford  Anglers  at  Northwich,  on  Aug.  27,  do  not  appear 
to  have  had  a  glorious  time.  Out  of  thirty-eight 
rods  for  the  best  weight  to  be  8|oz.  does  not  speak 
well  for  the  rendezvous. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Like  a  good  many  other  angUng  centres  the  ques- 
tion is.  Where  are  we  ?  One  day  it  is  not  simply  a 
roaster,  but  a  stewer,  and  if  some  carmibal  were  to 
come  along  he  would  think  we  were  nicely  stewed ; 
and  then  again  the  next  day  we  are  almost  frozen, 
or  drowned  out.  What  between  the  weather  and 
the  popular  bill  of  fare,  contests,  the  great  question 
is  whether  angling  is  a  sport  or  a  trial  of  fortitude. 
One  thing  is  certain — clubs  with  private  waters  are 
undoubtedly  well  in  front,  in  proof  of  which  the  case 
of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  may  be  quoted.  Their 
championship  is  just  complete,  and  for  three  contests 
61b.  is  not  a  bad  total.  Amongst  other  clubs  busy, 
the  George,  Albion,  and  Craven  may  be  cited  as 
samples.  To-day  one  or  two  big  events  are  being 
fished. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

At  the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  had  very  nearly 
regained  its  normal  condition  of  summer  after  having 
undergone  a  thoroughly  substantial  rise.  This, 
needless  to  say,  has  been  cordially  welcomed  by 
anglers  generally.  Barbel  ought  now  to  be  tempted 
with  either  worm  or  greaves,  the  former  for  choice. 
Whilst  the  river  remained  high  and  coloured  roach 
fishers  caught  fish,  chiefly  with  bread-paste,  at 
Wilford,  Barton,  and  Trent  Lock,  and  the  capture 
of  big  bream  to  the  tail  end  of  the  lob-worm  was 
reported  from  Weston.  On  Thursday  (Aug.  25)  the 
City  Piscatorials  engaged  in  another  of  their  perio- 
dical competitions  for  valuable  prizes,  including  a 
punt,  at  Attenborough.  Thirty-two  members  took 
part,  and  the  chief  awards  fell  to  the  prowess  of  Mr. 
Chas.  Griffiths,  first ;  Mr.  W.  Griffiths,  second  ; 
Mr.  J.  Holt,  third  ;  and  Mr.  Chas.  Jackson,  fourth. 
The  takes  were  not  large  ;  they  would  no  doubt  have 
been  larger  had  the  river  contained  less  colour. 
Recently  many  of  our  amateurs  have  been  spending 
their  hoHdays  at  Swineshead  and  Skegness,  and  the 
drains  in  the  neighbourhood  have  yielded  to  their 
rods  any  number  of  roach,  eels,  and  perch.  On 
Aug.  22  I  tried  the  Havenhouse  drain  in  company 
of  Mr.  Frank  Kirk  and  Mr.  "  Jem  "  Simons,  and  was 
successful  amongst  roach  and  eels.  Prior,  however, 
my  friends  had  creeled  heavy  baskets  of  the  fish 
named.  The  roach  are  best  tempted  with  creed 
wheat  and  gentles. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Teme  and  Avon  have  been  well  patronised, 
and  numerous  competitions  have  taken  place.  A 
part  of  the  Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club, 
by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Earl  of  Coventry,  had 
a  day's  fishing  in  Croome  river  on  Thursday  (August 
25),  and  had  rare  sport  among  the  rudd  and  pike, 
and  some  very  fine  specimens  were  caught.  The 
Arboretum  Club  fished  a  contest  in  the  Teme  at 
Horsham  on  Saturday  evening,  and  had  a  most 
enjoyable  time  of  it.  Sport  much  above  the  average. 
Mr.  W.  Rumney  took  first  prize.  The  York  House 
Club,  to  the  number  of  twenty-eight,  fished  a  contest 
in  the  Avon  at  Twyning  Fleet  on  August  28,  and  a 
nice  lot  of  fish  were  caught,  Mr.  H.  Cousins  winning 
first  prize.  The  Upton-on-Severn  Club  had  a  com- 
petition in  the  Severn,  near  the  tovra,  on  Wednesday. 
Sport  very  poor  indeed,  only  two  prizes  being  taken, 
Mr.  W.  Paul  first  and  Mr.  F.  Whitesides  second. 
Excellent  sport  has  been  had  among  the  chub  in 
this  part  of  the  Severn  during  the  last  three  days 
Messrs.  Griffin,  father  and  son,  Mr.  Clarke,  a  visitor, 
and  others,  had  very  heavy  creels  of  fish,  and  Mr.  R. 
Thompson  had  a  grand  basket  of  roach  caught  in 
the  Avon  at  Wyre  Piddle.  Mr.  E.  Lewis  and  Mr.  E. 
Sandford  caught  some  very  fine  bream.  Mr.  Sand- 
ford  had  one  of  71b.  The  trout  have  gone  better 
this  week.  Messrs.  Thrift,  L.  F.  Higgs,  Bridges, 
and  Wingfield  have  had  some  very  fine  fish,  and  Mr. 
T.  Prosser,  of  the  Worcester  City  Club,  a  very  large 
catch  of  trout,  grayling,  chub,  and  dace.  The  great 
inter-club  contest  among  the  Worcester  anglers  takes 
place  at  Wyre  Piddle,  in  the  Avon,  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  3);  there  is  a  capital  array  of  prizes,  and  a 
large  muster  is  expected  from  the  ten  clubs 
belonging  to  the  association. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  Linton-on-Ouso  on  Saturday,  Aug.  27,  a  com- 
petition took  place  for  the  challenge  shield  and 
medals  provided  by  the  York  and  District  Adult 
School  Union,  when  nine  schools  were  represented  by 
seven  men  each.  Layerthorpe  School  made  tho 
biggest  catch  ;  and  W.  Backhouse,  Laurence-street 
School,  had  the  highest  individual  catch.  Tho 
Woolpack  A. A.  closed  the  season  at  Scoresby,  the 
Derwent  being  in  fair  condition  ;  all  save  three 
caught  fish.  George  IV.  Anglers  finished  up  at 
Wheldrake  on  Aug.  25,  having  a  fairly  good  catch, 
the  gross  weight  being  411b.  5oz.  E.  Watson,  first, 
51b.  15^oz.,  took  the  first  aggi'egate  prize  for  71b.  4Joz. 
On  Monday,  Aug.  29,  the  Clifton,  York,  A.A.  fished 
their  third  match  at  Linton,  the  catch  consisting 
chiefly  of  gudgeon  and  "  tommies,"  with  a  few  roach. 
S.  W.  Usher,  31b.  8oz.,  was  first.  A.  McGregor  led 
the  way  for  the  York  Promenade  A.A.  at  Nun 
Monkton  (second  match)  ;  and  C.  Armstrong  for  tho 
York  Phoenix  W.M.C.  (last  match)  at  Wheldrake. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  very  calm  since 
last  notes,  and  sport  has  been  backward  at  many 
places  and  good  at  only  a  few  stations  where  the 
weather  conditions  were  not  bad.  The  smaller 
rivers  have  been  running  very  low,  and  rain  is  needed 
very  much,  especially  in  the  southern  province,  by 
anglers  in  general.  The  prospects  for  the  back-end 
angling  at  many  stations  will  be  very  materially 
improved  if  the  wished-for  rains  take  place.  Sea 
angling  continues  to  furnish  good  sport  along  the 
southern  and  western  coasts,  but  whiting  have  not 
yet  been  had  in  big  numbers  anywhere.  Pollack 
fishing  has  been  first  class  at  many  places  in  Cork 
and  Kerry,  the  best  sport  being  had  in  the  late 
evenings. 

North  of  Ibelaud. 

The  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  held  a  trout 
fishing  competition  for  the  Hunter  Cup,  on  the 
Clough,  on  August  27.  The  match  lasted  five 
hours  and  resulted  as  follows  : — Mr.  A,.  J.  Collins, 
cup  winner  (winner  last  year),  fourteen  trout ;  Mr. 
Tom  Smith,  second  prize,  nine  trout  ;  Mr. 
Tom  M.  Dowell,  third  prize,  six  trout  ;  Mr  S.  M. 
Dowell,  consolation  prize  for  heaviest  trout.  At 
Limavady  Petty  Sessions  on  August  30,  John  Tait 
and  James  Elder  were  prosecuted  by  water 
bailiff  Orr  for  using  an  unlicensed  net  in  the  Roe  on 
July  29.  One  man,  John  Holmes,  had  already  been 
fined  £20  in  cormection  with  the  case,  and  the  two 
defendants,  it  was  alleged,  had  got  away.  Holmes 
gave  evidence  as  to  the  identity  of  the  other  two, 
and  each  of  the  defendants  was  fined  £20. 


WHERE  FLOWS  THE  HUDSON. 


FoBTTJNATE,  indeed,  is  the  traveller  who  rounds 
out  the  last  few  hours  of  his  trip  to  Gotham  by  a 
ride,  either  by  rail  or  boat,  down  the  valley  of 
the  Hudson,  America's  most  picturesque,  most  his- 
toric, and  most  legendary  river.  A  view  of  the 
purple-robed  Catskills  is  the  first  reward  of  the 
tourist,  and  then  come  the  towering  and  enchant- 
ing Highlands,  the  crowning  glory  of  this  river 
of  surpassing  beauty ;  through  the  Highlands  into 
the  historic  Tappan  Zee,  and  thence  in  full  view  of 
the  wonderful  Palisades.  Here  and  there  a  fleeting 
sailboat,  a  busy  little  ferry,  or  a  passing  train, 
gives  life  and  variety  to  one  of  the  fairest  pictures 
ever  painted  by  the  master-artist.  Nature.  Where 
else,  on  any  continent,  has  a  great  city  such  an 
approach  ?  All  the  way  from  Albany  to  New  York 
a  panorama  of  scenic  surprises  leads  one  until  the 
tourist,  at  last,  reaches  his  destination  and  finds 
himself  in  great,  busy,  interesting,  hospitable  New 
York  City. — From  the  "  World's  Progress  "  in  Four- 
Track  News  for  August. 


On  April  28,  1903,  a  house-breaking'firm  made  a 
unique  discovery  under  the  foundation-stone  of  the 
old  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  for  Children,  which 
they  were  razing  to  the  ground.  The  foreman,  on 
removing  a  large  piece  of  Portland  stone,  on  which 
there  was  no  inscription,  discovered  a  glass  tablet, 
with  the  names  of  the  founders,  date,  etc.,  encrusted 
therein.  Also  a  small  copper  coin  and  a  copy  of 
the  annual  report  of  the  hospital  for  the  year  1822, 
contained  in  a  bottle,  and  all  in  an  excellent  state 
of  preservation.  Among  the  patrons  and  vice- 
patrons  were  the  following  interesting  names : — The 
Duchesses  of  Kent  andNorthumberland,  and  Princess 
Augusta,  the  Dukes  of  York,  Sussex,  Grafton, 
Rutland.  Beaufort,  etc.,  the  Rt.  Hon-  Robt.  Peel, 
Sir  Humphry  Davy,  and  other  weU-known  people. 
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ANOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &o. 


"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot," 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensliaiii  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  in  England. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 

Fishing:  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream. 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs,  caught 
this  season  to  date, 

GOOD  BOATINQ   ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Kesidence  from  3*  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  B«om  Is  now  added 

to  the  Hotel.  

Telegrams :  Geiffiths,  I'abhbham  Pord.Chtjrt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

X[endon,  lUiddlesex, 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Koach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  static  ns  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizxs  OK  I'.sH : 


Pike,  18  Inch, 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Kadd,  6  inch. 
Tencb,  8  Inch, 


Bream,  ni  Inch 
Dacts,  6  in 3b. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  i  inch, 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  16. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  fid.  per 
day.  Winter  ;  Ss.  6rf.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  bitr  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  Ecaling  22i  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

MII^GWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards  ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietok. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


nr. 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

En  Pension  Xex>ms  only  lOa.  Bd*  m  day* 

NO  EXTRAS. 

OlMIL-Y   BIX   HOURS   FROIVI  ILiONDON: 

Post  and  Telegraph :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  Eiver  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors,  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season,  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    G,W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards, 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station,  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Nbldeb,  Proprietor, 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn,"  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk, 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  u»e  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day, 
Spl»ndid  'I'rout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
16/-  per  day  inclusive. 

*  8.  TltaiON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Balllna,  Mayi 


FREE  .SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  OH 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen,  Dei 
mannin,  and  Alick.    lioard  and  lodgings,  w 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  weelt ;  two  gentlenii 
tlsliitig  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  weelt7 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.    No  chai-ge 
on  Sundays  for  the  Ixiat  or  men.— Apply  to  tha. 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE.  J 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglese; 

Bright,  hracinit  air;  Hot«l  adjoins  sea  coast  anti  Like 
and  stands  in  <-entre  of  a  capital  sportinK  9-liole  golf 
Mnka.  Lake  Traffells.  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan,  75 
acres,  are  now  included  in  iiroprictor's  fishing  ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  Kishing:  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
River  Crygill  liest  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1. 
A  MUDKllN  HOUSE,  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moud^ 
tains,  with  same  sporting  privileges  aji  Hotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  lerm. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL, 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor, 


Swan  Hotei  Temmfy,  WorcesteisMfe. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

'reserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms f  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


;  ^  x>  z:  w. 


Newly  Built.  First-class  Hotel,  entirely  up-to-date. 
Baden's  latest  creation.    Stands  on  a  slight  elevation  in 


HOTEL  REGINA 

ts  own  beautiful  garden  (8,000  S(i.  metres),  and  commands  a  splendid  view  over  the  town  and  the 
mountains  of  the  Black  Forest  from  any  room  of  the  house.  Two  minutes'  distance  from  the  Con- 
versation House  and  the  Lichteuthaler  Allee.  Electric  Light  and  Steam  Heating  in  every  room. 
Lifts.  Auto  Garage.  Swiss  Chalet  and  a  Villa  (Italian  Renaissance  style)  attached  to  the  Hotel. 
100  rooms,  40  balconies.  Tal)le  d'Hote  at  separate  Tables.  Restaurant  Franyais.  Season,  April 
till  November.    Opened  May,  1904.  Fine  Open-Air  and  other  Concerts.  Theatre.  English  Church, 

Golf  Links.    Tennis  Lawns.    Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.    Numerous  Excursions. 
Proprietor  :  JULES  LIPPERT  (The  well-known  co-prop,  of  the  Grand  Hotel  Bellevue,  San  Remo) 


Lough  Coriib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 
ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  OusfMerard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  In  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  In  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  KAUQHTON,  Proprietor, 


LOCH  ASSYNT.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  PISHING— 
Salmon,  Sabno  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing 
on  River  Inver,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor, 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutlierland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Higlilands,  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel,  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  iltting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Oftlce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


ALTNAGEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout  =  2  tons  3cwt.  271b.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September, — Par 
ticulars  on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

Tliis  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent :  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe,  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant  ;  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting. 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Boom  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


STOKE  HOTEL, 

GUILDFOItV. 

Excellent  accommodation.  Moderate 
charges.     Charming    garden,  quiet 
stabling ;  motor  house. 

Headquarters  of  the  .... 

(.  .  .  .  Guildford  Angling  Society 

Within  half  a  mile  of  good  Free  Fishing. 


Proprietor,  J.  H.  ARCHER-BURTON 


I 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DEBG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HURLEY. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kllrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TRODT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

AngleriS'  Board,  9».  per  day  or  £2  10«.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«.  ;  Dally,  5«. 
Boat  and  Man,  58.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manaqekess. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOB  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHING   FREE.  POSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAY. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FBEE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  maU, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Gulag,  Loohinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  varioul 
other  waters  ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  gi-and 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasiire  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  n£Xt 
door.   'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

\VM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


HARRIS  HOTEL, 

Tarbert,  Island  of  Harris. 

First-rate  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July  1.  Telegrams :  "  Hotel 
Harris."  William  J.  Cambboh  (for 
eight  years  proprietor  of  Tayohreggan 
Hotel,  Lochawe). 


Established  1837, 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  N>mibei-s  of 
Magazines,  (fee.  Every  number  of  "THK  Pl'B 
LISHERS'  CIRCULAI!  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RKCOKI' 

(published  every  Friday,  price  Ijrf,)  contaiiif 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  ami 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  tlie 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  CirctUar,  St. 
DuQstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 
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ilofcs  from  f^c  ilod^. 

A  GOOD  spate  just  now  would  be  the  salvation  of 
the  back-ead  salmon  fishing.  For  days  on  and  ofE 
it  has  been  threatening  ;  only  a  few  passing  thunder 
showers  have  resulted  up  till  now. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  wa?  at  Tulchan  Lodge,  far 
up  Spayside,  too  far  for  salmon  fishing,  but  in  the 
heart  of  the  best  grouse  country.  He  came  to  Dee- 
side  on  Sept.  1,  when  he  and  thelPrincess  joined  the 
children  at  Abergeldie. 


The  Queen  and  Princes3  Victoria  are  enjoying 
long  walks  and  angling  excursions  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mar  Lodge,  while  the  Duchess  of  Fife  revels  again 
in  her  salmon  pools.  The  weather  has  been  some- 
what rough  since  the  arrival  of  the  ducal  family, 
but  the  Princess  has  had  several  good  days  when- 
ever she  could  get  the  fiy  on. 

The  King  will  arrive  at  Bilmoral  on  Sept.  10, 
peissing  a  few  days  with  the  Queen  in  London  en 
route  on  her  journey  to  Denmark.  He  attends  the 
Braemar  Gathering  on  Sept.  10,  the  great  social 
function  of  the  season. 


The  Bishop  of  London  creeled  two  fine  salmon  on 
the  Borrowstone  water  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
Aug.  25  and  26.  This  is  "first  blood"  of  the 
autumn  ia  these  parts.  His  lordship  is  staying  at 
Xjrton  House,  a  lease  of  which  he  has  from  Mr. 
Pickering. 


Good  sport  is  being  got  in  the  tidals  with  finnock 
on  the  North  and  South  Eaka,  Dee,  Ythan,  Ugie, 
Deveron,  Findhorn,  and  Spey,  where  the  fishings 
are  mostly  free. 


The  beat  finnock  and  sea-trout  lures  are  the 
Jungle  Cock,  Little  Dunkeld,  Cinnamon  and  Silver, 
Cinnamon  and  Gold,  Silver  and  Blue  for  bright 
days  ;  the  Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  Lord  Saltoun, 
and  Greenwell's  Glory  on  dull  or  windy  days. 


The  Shetlands  and  Orkneys  are  yielding  exceed- 
ingly well.  Fish  are  plentiful,  and,  better  still,  fine 
weather ;  in  fact,  the  finest  for  years  is  being 

enjoyed. 


The  Duchess  of  Sutherland  is  now  at  Dunrobin, 
and  the  Duke  will  join  her  in  a  day  or  two  for  the 
tistiing  and  shooting  season. 

The  Carrick  Angling  Club,  Qirvaa,  Ayrshire,  have 
started  a  sea  fishing  competition  for  mackerel. 
Five  boats  competed;  Dr.  MacDougall  and  H. 
RffiUy  had  twenty-three  and  a  half  dozen. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE  GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 


The  Great  Central  Railway  Company  are  running 
special  first  and  third  class  express  trains  at  excursion 
fares  from  London  (Marylebone]  to  Doncaster  (St. 
James's  Bridge)  on  Monday,  Sept.  5,  for  two,  three, 
or  five  days,  Tuesday,  Sept.  6,  for  one,  two,  or 
four  days,  and  Wednesday,  Sept.  7  (St.  Leger  day), 
for  one  or  three  days,  with  through  bookings 
from  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and  Metropolitan 
Stations.  Each  train  will  have  a  restaurant  car 
atteujhed.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  first-class 
return  tickets  wiU  be  issued  available  to  return 
the  same  day  only,  to  include  luncheon  en  route 
to  Doncaster  and  tea  and  dinner  on  return  at  an 
inclusive  fare  of  33s.  6d.  This  is  indeed  rapid 
travel  in  luxury  at  a  most  moderate  cost.  On 
Friday,  Sept.  9,  a  special  first  and  third  class 
dining-car  express  will  leave  Doncaster  (St.  James's 
Bridge)  at  4.50  p.m.  for  London  (Marylebone), 
arriving  at  8.48  p.m.  Full  particulars  of  these 
admirable  arrangements  are  set  forth  in  the  com- 
pany's handbills,  which  can  be  obtained  at  Mary- 
lebone Station,  and  any  of  their  town  offices  or 
agencies. 


HOW  TO  WRESTLE.* 


Dean  Hole,  wit,  rose  grower,  muscular  Christian, 
and  angler,  whose  death  all  England  is  regretting, 
used  to  tell  many  good  stories.  Here  ia  one  of 
them.  At  an  agricultural  dinner  the  Dean  began 
the  carving  of  a  quarter  of  lamb  by  cutting  of?  the 
shoulder  and  placing  it  on  a  plate  beaide  him.  The 
labourer  next  to  him  stared  for  two  minutes.  Then 
he  shook  his  head.  At  last  he  gave  a  great  guffaw 
and  said  to  the  Dean,  "  Well,  measter,  it's  a  biggish 
^  t,  but  1*11  wraatle  wi'  it."  How  the  labourer 
'leeded    history    sayeth    not ;    but  anybody 

•"Wrestling."  By  Walter  Armstrong.  (Geo. 
Bell  and  Sons.  Ia.) 


who  in  future  wants  to  "  wraatle  "  has  a  splendid 
manual  of  information  on  the  subject  written 
by  a  past-master  at  the  game.  "Wrestling"  ia 
one  of  the  admirable  little  "  All  England  Series " 
which  Messrs.  Geo.  Bell  and  Sons  have  made 
famous.  The  author,  Walter  Armstrong,  "  Cross- 
buttock^r,"  is  hon.  sec.  of  the  old  Cumberland  and 
Westmorland  Society  in  London,  the  author  of 
"  Wrestliana,"  a  manr  who  has  won  many  laurels  ia 
the  ring,  and  what  he  does  not  know  on  his  subject 
can  be  expressed  with  an  O.  His  little  book  deals 
with  the  Cumberland,  Westmorlaad,  Cornish, 
Devonshire,  and  Lancashire  styles,  with  Catch- 
hold,  Graeco-Roman,  Scottish,  Irish,  and  Japanese 
wrestling,  and  is  fully  illustrated  with  clever  draw- 
ings and  photographs  from  life.  Mr.  Armstrong 
has  not  posed  figures  for  show,  in  almost  impossible 
combination,  but  has  dealt  only  with  actualities 
and  practical  work.  An  angler  should  always  be 
fit  to  "wraatle"  with  anything — even  with  Fate — • 
and  every  angler  will  be  pleased  with  this  book. 
Wrestling  like  angling  has  its  history,  its  romance, 
its  poetry. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  the  fifth  canto  of  "  The  Lady 
of  the  Lake,"  gives  the  following  account  of  a 
wrestling  match  ip  the  presence  of  the  romantic 
King  James,  of  Flodden  memory  : — 

"Now  clear  the  ring,  for  hand  to  hand 
The  manly  wrestlers  take  their  stand. 
Two  o'er  the  rest  superior  rose. 
And  proud  demanded  mightier  foes  ; 
Nor  called  in  vain :  for  Douglas  came  ; 
For  life  is  Hugh  of  Lambert  lame  ; 
Scarce  better  John  of  Alloa's  fare, 
Whom  senseless  home  his  comrades  bare. 
Prize  of  the  wrestling  match,  the  King 
To  Douglas  gave  the  golden  ring." 

A  perusal  of  Mr.  Armstrong's]  book  will  soon 
show  that  this  was  on  the  "catch-hold"  principle. 
That  is  the  way  in  which  "Crossbuttocker  "  grips 
his  readers'  attention. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"Exox"  (GreatTMarlow). — ^Your  question  aa  to 
the  legality  of  trailing  or  trolling  on  the  Thames  is 
easy  to  reply  to.  Trailing,  which  means  trailing  a 
bait  behind  a  moving  vessel,  is  illegal.  Trolling,  or 
casting  a  spinning  or  dead  bait  from  a  vessel  (or 
bank),  is  legal  if  the  vessel  is  stationary.  The  bye- 
law.  £13  printed  by  the  T.A.P.S.,  says:  "No  bait 
shall  be  drawn  or  trailed  from  any  vessel  on  the 
River  Thames."  Thia  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  Con- 
servancy bye-laws,  but  it  would  be  less  misleading 
if  the  word  "moving"  w£is  inaerted  between  the 
worda  "any"  and  "vessel"  Fair  trolling  from  a 
stationary  boat  is  legaL  You  cannot  trail  unless 
the  boat  be  moving. 

Hopeful. — The  sample  of  line  you  send  is  of  no 
use  for  fishing  purpoaea.  Write  to  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff,  2,  Firsby-road,  Stamford  Hill,  for  the 
"Anglers'  Guide"  (price  sixpence),  which  contains 
a  list  of  angling  clubs,  and  you  could  join  one  in 
your  district,  when  you  would  obtain  all  the  in- 
formation you  require. 

F.  W.  E. — The  Thames  would  be  your  nearest 
place  for  free  coarse  fishing.  The  books  to  meet 
your  requirements  would  be  "  Angling  and  How  to 
Angle,"  price  one  shilling.  Fishing  Gazette  office, 
St.  Dunatan'a  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.,  and  "The 
Lower  and  Mid  Thames  "  (one  shilling),  from  Messrs. 
C.  Farlow  &  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 

AvoNiAN. — On  the  River  Ouse  at  King's  Lynn 
there  is  plenty  of  coarse  fishing  of  a'l  kinds  except 
barbel. 

Enquiber. — In  "Angling  and  How  to  Angle" 
there  are  two  pages  devoted  to  information  on  the 
tench.  The  ground-bait  varies  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  soil.  Perhaps  that  in  most  general 
use  ia  bread  and  clay.  Clay,  carrion  gentles,  bullock's 
b'ood,  and  chopped  worms  are  also  very  effective. 
For  the  hook  bait  tench  will  take  the  tail  of  a  lob, 
red  worm,  sweet  honey  paate,  brown  bread  paste, 
wasp  grub,  or,  in  warm,  showery  weather,  a  snail. 

HoxTON  Beothees. — Will  the  gentleman  who 
forwarded  a  book  kindly  send  his  name  and  address 
so  that  the  Editor  may  acknowledge  it  ? 


Xettets  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  glad  to  see  in  your  issue  of 
Aug.  27  that  "Disgusted"  ia  satisfied  with  my 
explanation  regarding  the  rights  of  the  two  gentle- 
men who  net  in  the  upper  waters  of  Lough  Corrib. 
Their  legal  right  to  do  so  is  as  indisputable  as  that 
of  the  owner  of  the  Qalway  Fishery,  and  the  result 


of  their  netting  as  far  as  regards  any  injury  done  to 
the  rod  anglers'  sport  ia  practically  nil. 

In  your  iasue  of  Aug.  20  I  notice  that  a  corre- 
spondent signing  himself  "  Cadow  "  considers  it  ia  a 
mistake  to  allow  a  boatman  to  fish,  and  is  of 
opinion  that  if  thia  practice  was  discouraged  by 
the  C.F.A.  a  large  number  of  trout  would  be  saved 
every  dapping  seaison. 

It  must  be  remember  jd  that  the  fishing  on  Lough 
Corrib  is  free  to  everyone,  whether  h^  be  a  local 
resident,  a  tourist  angler,  a  profeasional  fisherman 
or  a  boatman,  and  that  the  two  latter  clashes,  when 
not  employed  attending  on  anglers,  are,  as  a  rul", 
out  every  day  on  the  lake  from  Feb.  1  to  Oct.  15, 
fishing  on  their  own  account. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  whole 
lake  of  44,000  acres  is  simply  swarming  wi<  h  trout, 
and  that  every  year  millions  of  trout  fry  are  added 
to  it  from  the  numerous  streams  all  round  the 
lake,  and  which  are  very  carefully  watched  in  the 
spawning  season.  Bearing  these  facts  in  mind, 
where  would  be  the  use  of  discouraging  the  practice 
referred  to  by  "  Cadow  "  ?  Personally,  I  like  to 
have  another  man  fishing  in  the  boat  with  me,  a 
friend  for  choice,  but  if  he  is  not  available  then  my 
man.  On  some  days  he  will  catch  three  times  as 
many  fish  as  I  will,  on  other  days  the  position  will 
be  reversed,  and  on  others  we  are  equal.  I  think 
that  most  anglers,  if  by  themselves,  prefer  to  allow 
their  boatman  to  fiah.  If  the  angler  finds  that  his 
boatman  wishes  to  boss  the  show  and  he  objects, 
the  remedy  is  in  his  own  hands.  I  am  fairly  well 
acquainted  with  most  of  the  professional  fishermen 
on  Lough  Corrib.  and  I  think  they  would,  without 
exception,  be  quite  willing  to  sit  idle  and  do  nothing 
but  watch  their  employer  fish.  Possibly  some 
anglers  may  take  credit  for  the  fish  caught  by  their 
man,  but  even  if  they  do,  what  is  the  harm  ? — it 
pleases  them  and  does  not  injure  the  professional 
fisherman. — Yours  truly,        Scrope  B.  Doig, 

Oughterard.  Hon.  Sec.  C.F.A. 


THE  GUT  LOOP  ON  SALMON  FLIES. 

Dear  Sib, — One  ia  often  told  that  salmon  flies 
with  gut  loops  will  last  generally  as  long  as  the  fly 
itself  is  in  good  order.  Is  this  really  the  case  ?  Not 
a  few  of  the  tackle  makers  charge  2d.  extra  per  fly 
for  eyed  salmon  hooka  of  the  Pennell  type.  The 
point  seems,  therefore,  of  general  interst  to  salmon 
fishers, — Yours  truly,  Subscbiber. 

[If  the  flies  are  carefully  kept  the  gut  loops  ought 
to  last  good  for  years,  and  many  salmon  anglers 
prefer  them  as  they  say  the  fly  swims  better,  and 
that  the  gut  is  liable  to  be  cut  by  the  metal  eye. 
If  the  metal  eye  is  perfectly  smooth  and  not  too 
fine  there  can  be  little  danger  of  the  §ut  being  cut, 
and  so  many  first-class  salmon  anglers  now  use 
metal-eyed  salmon  flies  that  the  objections  to 
them  seem  to  be  more  theoretical  than  practical.  I 
know  nothing  more  unsatisfactory  than  being  in 
doubt  about  the  strength  of  one's  tackle,  and  the 
best  plan  ia  always  to  test  severely  anything  which 
you  are  in  doubt  about.  If  carefully  kept  from  the 
effects  of  damp,  dust,  and  light,  flies  with  gut  loops 
ought  to  laat  good  for  some  years.  Those  on  eyed 
hooks  will  last  as  long  as  the  fly  materials  are  good 
— say,  fifty  or  one  hundred  years  with  care.  I  have 
flies  which  were  dressed  seventy  years  ago  as  good 
aa  when  made,  and  on  eyed  hooks. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

Deae  Sir, — Replying  to  "  Red  and  Teal  "  (re 
fishing  in  Norway),  I  should  strongly  aivise  this 
gentleman  the  Stryns  river,  Stryn  Nordf jord.  There 
is  splendid  sea-trout  fishing  to  be  got  for  nearly 
nothing,  paying  the  peaaants  5  kroners  for  per- 
mission to  fish.  My  bag  for  one  day  was  otten 
eight  fish  from.Slb.  up  to  12lb.,  sea-trout.  Perhaps 
I  could  arrange  for  "Red  and  Teal"  to  fish  the 
upper  part  of  the  Stryns  river  as  I  am  a  personal 
friend  of  the  Consul,  Mr.  .Johan  Gran,  Bergen;  if 
not,  certainly  the  payment  should  be  small.  Your 
correspondent  might  call  on  me  in  Bergen. — Youra 
truly,  Eyvinu-  Schonbebq. 

Bergen. 

NON-RISING  TROUT. 
Dear  Sib, — "Green  Wren"  confines  himself  to 
"  heredity  "  in  trout  among  the  many  causes  pro- 
ductive of  non-risers,  and  divides  the  stock  of  a 
stream  into  two  classes — those  that  rise  and  those 
that  don't,  and  advocates  breeding  from  the  former. 
If  we  suppose,  for  argument's  sake,  that  "  those 
that  don't "  are  fish  that  have  been  hooked  and 
returned  to  the  water  at  some  time  as  undersized, 
and  are  subsequently  netted  and  bred  from,  they  will 
have  undergone  but  the  same  experience  as  "  those 
that  do  "  and  are  retained.  Seeing  the  way  farm- 
reared  trout  rise  within  a  few  minutes  of  being 
turned  into  a  river,  one  does  not  feel  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  there  is  much  hereditary  timidity 
in  thia  respect.   Interesting  experiments  are  being 
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tnade  to  induce  trout  to  rise  more  freely  in  some 
rivers  by  introducing  more  fly ;  thii  and  fresli  stock, 
and  caution  about  returning  pricked  fish,  seem 
steps  in  the  right  direction.  Every  trout  breeder 
should  naturally  endeavour  to  cultivate  a  free- 
rising  strain. — Yours  truly,  BERKSUTTtB. 

RAINBOW  TROUT, 

Dfar  Sie, — I  enclose  for  your  inspection  a  small 
rainbow  trout,  some  Sin.  in  length,  which  I  caught 
on  the  dry  fly,  on  Aug.  27,  in  the  Wandle  at  Mitcham. 
There  were  a  good  many  more  similar  fish  about, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  are  the  off- 
fpring  of  the  rainbows  placed  in  the  river  some  16 
rijonths  back.  The  crimson  band  on  this  little  fish 
when  caught  was  very  plainly  perceptible. — Yours 
truly,  '  M.  R.  L.  White. 


CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "  Charalah," 
asks  me  to  tell  him  how  to  make  a  twenty-yard  cast 
with  light  tackle  with  a  bank  behind  me.  1  can't 
do  it,  and  there's  an  end  on't.  Try  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis.  If  he  can  cast  thirty  yards  from  such  a 
position  he  is  an  angling,  or,  rather,  a  casting, 
prodigy,  and  I  should  like  to  meet  him.  But  why 
don't  the  reel  makers — who  boast  such  wonderful 
things  of  their  reels — tell  the  world  how  to  use 
them  ?  Or  perhaps  Mr.  Coxon  would  kindly  oblige 
with  a  word  or  two. — Yours  truly,    E.  Phillips. 


LIGHT  FLOAT  CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Charalah,"  the  correct 
Nottingham  style  of  projecting  the  float  is  just  what 
is  wanted  where  willow  trees  overhang  the  river,  or 
where  there  is  a  high  bank  at  the  back  of  the  angler. 
In  this  style  the  rod  can  be  used  so  that  the  top  is 
never  raised  above  the  horizontal,  also  the  point  of 
rod  is  not  at  any  time  behind  the  angler  when  cast- 
ing. I  can  safely  say  that  when  obstructions  similar 
to  these  are  encountered  the  Nottingham  style  is 
far  and  away  the  best,  25  to  30  yards  being  quite 
an  ordinary  length  to  get  out. 

Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  adequately  describe 
this  style  by  writing,  but  should  any  "brother  of 
the  angle  "  at  any  time  be  on  a  visit  to  Nottingham, 
I  shall  be  pleased,  if  I  can  make  it  at  all  convenient, 
to  show  him  "  how  it's  done,"- — Yours  truly, 

JSIottingham,  F,  W,  K,  Wallis. 


BOOKS  ON  KNOTS, 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to'Messrs.  AUcock's  inquiry, 
the  following  books  will  perhaps  meet  their  require- 
ments:— "Knots,  Bends,  and  Splices,"  by  Biddle, 
price  Is.;  "Book  of  Knots,"  by  Tom  Bowline, 
price  Is.  6d. ;  "Knots,  Ties,  and  Splices,"  by  J, 
Tom  Burgess,  price  Is,  or  Is,  6d, 

The  first-named  book  I  know  very  little  of,  and 
BO  can  say  nothing  about  it ;  the  book  by  Bowline 
is  profusely  illustrated ;  Burgess'  book  gives  much 
useful  information,  6uid  is  well  illustrated, — Yours 
truly,  H,  Evans, 


FISHING  AT  WOOLER,  NORTHUMBERLAND, 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  "  Cockney,"  Kirknew- 
ton  is  six  miles  from  Wooler,  and  at  the  first-named 
place  free  fishing  may  be  had  for  two  miles;  the 
irout  are  small,  running  eight  to  the  pound,  but 
there  are  plenty  of  them  to  be  had. 

Leave  to  fish  the  Glen  at  Ewart  may  be  had  by 
applying  to  Mr.  G.  G.  Butler,  Ewart  Park.  From 
Kirknewton  to  Akeld  Steads  is  strictly  preserved 
(permission  must  be  got  from  Mr.  J,  B.  Simpson, 
Wylam  Hall,  Wylam-on-Tyne).  About  two  miles 
below  Co  upland  is  considered  to  be  the  best  bit  of 
trouting  to  be  had  on  the  southern  borders. 
Angling  on  the  Ewart  portion  is  rather  difficult 
owing  to  the  high  banks,  but  there  are  a  fair 
number  of  fish  to  be  obtained,  Wooler  is  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  by  footpath. 

On  the  Till  free  fishing  may  be  had  at  that  part 
of  the  river  where  the  Co'dgite  (8'->metimea  called 
the  Wooler  water)  joins  the  Till  at  Turvelaws,  until 
the  river  is  joined  by  the  Glen  at  Ewart,  Turv"law8 
is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Wooler.  In  all 
there  are  pix  or  f  even  mileq  of  good  water  to  be  had, 
and  doubtless  "Cockney"  will  be  able  to  get  further 
jiarticu'ars  when  he  arrives  at  Wooler,  I  am  not 
able  to  say  how  far  the  Coquet  is  from  Wooler,  or 
as  to  what  flies  are  used  on  the  rivers  mentioned, 
but  speaking  of  the  mrth  countrv  generally  I  have 
found  that  they  carry  as  few  flies  as  possible  in 
their  book,  and  that  the  March  Brown  and  Olive 
Dun  seem  to  be  the  prevailing  patterns.  If, your 
correspondent  wishes  for  further  particulars,  I  shedl 
be  pleased  to  try  and  help  him  or  any  other  brother 
of  the  gentle  art. — Youra  truly,  Japski, 
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RING  FOR  CARRYING  LANDING-NET— A 
"CASTING"  CRITICISM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  very  rough  sketch  of 
a  little  device  I  have  made  for  myself  to  carry 
a  landing-net — particularly  the  long-handled  net 
north  country  anglers  use  as  an  aid  to  wading  in 
our  rough,  rapid  streams — so  that  the  net  is  to 
hand  when  wanted,  and  yet  can  be  let  go  and  both 
hands  be  free  for  rod,  fish,  or  tackle.  I  hesitate  to 
claim  it  as  an  "invention"  lest  I  should  get  into 
trouble,  but  I  know  of  nothing  quite  like  it,  and  as 
I  have  found  it  answer  in  my  own  fishing  I  thought 
perhaps  it  might  be  worth  making  public  for  the 
benefit  of  any  brother  angler  who  cares  to  try  it. 
Of  courfe  it  may  be  old  or  worthless,  but  it  ia 
posfiit^lo  it  may  be  new  to  some,  and  like  me  they 
may  like  the  ciodge.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  verysimple, 
very  light,  takes  up  no  room,  cannot  very  well  get  lost 
or  in  the  way,  and  costs  next  to  nothing.  All  you 
want  is  a  good  strong  safety-pin  and  a  brass  ring 
from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half  diameter.  You 
hook  the  safety-pin  into  the  underside  of  the  cuff 
of  the  left  sleeve  of  your  coat,  and  run  the  staff  of 
your  net  through  the  ring.  I  also  use  it  to  carry 
a  brMs  telescope  gaff  for  salmon  fishing.  You 
hook  the  pin  into  the  breast  of  your  coat  or  vest 
or  the  waistband  of  trousers,  or  wherever  else  your 
particular  fancy  suggests.  If  you  can  use  a  pair  of 
pliers  and  a  soldering  iron  you  cou'd  make  a  dozen 
for  about  Is.,  and  any  wire-worker  should  make 
them  for  you  for  about  2d.  apiece. 

There  is  something  which  took  my  attention  in 
your  supplement  of  July  30,  and  that  ia  some  of 
the  long  cast  competitors  with  single- hand  rods 
swing  the  whole  arm  from  the  shoulder,  and  do  not 
observe  what  I  have  always  understood  to  be  the 


Band  Soldered  over  Joint  in  Ring  after 
Inserting  through  Loop  in  Pin. 

rule  for  good  casting  in  actual  fishing — to  make 
the  cast  from  wrist  and  elbow  only. 

It  is  a  good  while  since  I  sent  you  a  letter — must 
be  a  dozen  years  or  more — but  I  am  still  a  reader 
of  your  paper,  and  I  see  fresh  names  and  fresh 
ideas  (some),  but  some  old  correspondents  are 
missed,  and  some  old  subjects  crop  up  again  with 
all  the  novelty  of  a  first  appearance. — Yours  truly, 

Carlisle.  J.  E,  B, 

["J.  E,  B,'8  "  plan  is  a  simple  one,  and  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  seen  one  just  like  it.  My  diffi- 
culty with  safety-pins  has  been  that  they  give  way 
and  open  when  a  sudden  strain  comes  on  them. 
For  carrying  a  landing-net  with  a  fairly  long  handle 
I  have  never  found  any  plan  to  equal  Mr.  E,  M. 
Tod's,  which  has  often  been  described  in  the  Fishing 
Oazette.  At  first  it  was  a  bit  awkward  in  getting 
through  and  over  h-^dges,  but  this  is  got  over  by 
holding  the  ring  of  the  net  under  the  arm  when 
getting  through  obstructions.  Afl  regards  extending 
the  whole  arm  in  fly  casting  it  must  be  done 
in  making  casts  much  over  twenty  yards.  For  casts 
under  that  it  is  much  better  form  not  to  extend 
the  arm. — Ed,] 


"  MOST  EXTRAORDINARY  METHOD  OF 
TAKING  BARBEL." 

Dear  Sib, — I  read  witli  much  interest  a  para- 
graph in  your  Summer  Holiday  Number  of  July  16 
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— on  which,  by  the  way,  receive  my  very  hearty 
congratulations — headed  as  above.  I  never  heard 
of  "  Darcy,  who  kept  a  music  shop  at  Oxford,"  who 
is  reported  by  the  New  Monthly  Magazine,  1820,  aa 
liaving  dived  for  barbol  ;  but  the  paragraph  set  mo 
a-thinking,  and  I  shall  bo  very  glad  if  Dr.  Turrell  or 
some  other  Oxford  expert  can  throw  some  light  on 
what  to  me  is  but  a  dim  memory  of  years  so  long, 
gone  by  that  I  fear  to  count  them.  ^ 

When  I  was  at  Oxford  there  was  a  "  legen<l|j| 
(I  am  very  guarded)  that  a  certain  negro  man,  naiH 
of  "  Bablo  Fank  "  (spelt  phonetically,  as  well  as  rnP 
rusty  memory  serves),  gave  up  his  employment  with 
a  travelling  circus  and  settled  in  the  city.  He  could 
not  probably  have  been  "  Darcy."  Anyway,  the 
rumour — which  was  firmly  believed  in  by  my 
seniors — ran  that  Bablo,  for  a  small  pecuniary  con- 
sideration, would  dive  under  the  sills  of  the  then 
existing  weir  at  Medley  and  lock  at  Folly  Bridge  and 
"  bring  up  "  a  barbel  in  each  hand  ;  and  that  once, 
to  win  a  bet,  he  returned  to  the  surface,  after  a  long 
immersion,  with  no  less  than  three  barbel,  the  third 
being  held  between  his  teeth  by  the  dorsal  fin. 

Bablo  Fank  was  also  credited  in  those  days  with 
the  introduction  to  Oxford  of  the  method  of  ledger- 
ing  for  barbel  ;  and,  so  far  as  my  memory  serves, 
of  a  bunch  of  gentles  on  a  small  triangle  for  tha 
purpose.  Medley  Pool  was  his  favourite  resort 
when  angling  ;  and  possibly  Mr.  Stephen  Davis,  of 
Oxford,  whose  father  was  the  ferryman  below  tho 
weir,_  and  who  is  now  liimself  getting  on  in  years, 
migli't  enlighten  us  on  this  interesting  point. 

By  the  way,  and  talking  of  big  barbel,  in  my 
angling  days  at  Oxford  it  was  current  that  Maxi- 
milian Davis — generally  known  as  "  Old  Mac  " — 
once  ran  a  rye-peck  through,  and  flung  out  on  th« 
bank,  also  near  Medley,  a  barbel  which  afterwards 
turned  the  scale  at,  I  think  I  was  told,  201b. — Yours 
truly,  A.  C.  B. 

WHY  DO  NOT  THE  ROACH  INCREASE  7 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  would  give  me  some  information  on  the 
following: — Some  years  since  1  became  joint  lessee 
of  some  ponds  in  this  district,  one  in  particular  we 
thought  we  would  put  some  roach  into.  Accord- 
ingly we  bought  one  hundred  good  roach,  that  is  four 
seasons  since ;  naturally,  in  that  time  we  expected 
the  numbers  to  increase,  but  they  have  not — I  have 
never  yet  been  able  to  see  anything  approaching  a 
roach  fry.  The  pond  in  question  has  a  depth,  in 
the  middle,  of  six  or  seven  feet,  with  shallow  sides  ; 
one  side  is  a  mixture  of  rough  gravel  and  stone 
pitching,  the  other  side  has  a  depth  of  about  one 
foot  with  stone  pitched  bank.  The  bottom  is 
carpeted  with  weed,  so  much  so  that  one  cannot 
find  a  bare  place  for  fishing  :  it  begins  about  five  or 
six  feet  from  the  edge  on  the  gravelly  side  and 
spreads  over  to.  the  pitching  on  the  other.  The 
water  is  pure,  in  a  sense,  spring  water.  The  only 
other  fish  in  the  pond  are  a  good  supply  of  stone  loach 
and  about  half  a  dozen  trout  that  got  down  accident- 
ally from  a  pond  immediately  above  during  repairs. 
Candidly,  I  believe  there  are  only  two,  for  that  is  all 
I  have  been  able  to  locate  during  the  numberless 
times  and  hours  I  have  been  round  the  sides.  On 
July  27,  I  thought  I  would  try  to  catch  some  to  sae 
if  they  had  spawned  or  were  barren  fish,  and  I 
managed  to  get  several  of  about  ^Ib.  each.  I  was 
very  much  surprised  to  find  thev  were  full  of  spawn, 
although  froth  my  limited  knowledge  of  fish  I  hardly 
thought  they  had  begun.  Firstly,  what  is  the  reason 
of  them  being  so  late  ?  Secondly,  if  they  have 
spawned  before,  what  has  become  of  the  eggs  and 
fry — would  those  two  trout  account  for  them,  for 
they  are  bottom  feeders  ?  But  I  take  it  they  would 
feed  upon  stone  loach  as  well,  and  they  do  not  seem 
to  get  any  less  ;  or  will  the  stone  loach  account  for 
it  by  picking  the  ova  from  the  weeds  after  it  has 
been  deposited  7  Thirdly,  ia  the  climate  (it  is  the 
south-west  comer  of  Yorkshire)  and  the  water  com- 
bined too  cold  for  roach  ;  and  lastly,  what  is  the 
remedy  ? — Yours  truly,  Perplexed. 

Stalybridge, 

[Cold  spring  water  would  account  for  roach  being 
late  in  spawning,  but  not  for  them  not  spawning  at 
all,  I  should  be  inclined  to  suspect  the  stone  loach ; 
it  is  just  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  that  the 
"hundred  good  roach"  were  all  females,  thouefa 
highly  improbable.  Still,  at  ce>tain  times  of  the 
year  all  the  fish  you  catch  will  be  of  one  sex, 
generally  females.  There  would  be  no  harm  in 
adding  a  couple  of  dozen  male  roach.  As  a  rule, 
roach  increase  rapidly  in  ponda]such  as  our  corre- 
spondent describes.  I  know  an  instance  where 
gudgeon  were  put  into  a  pond  with  carp  and  roach, 
and  the  latter  have  done  no  good  since :  the  gudgeon 
increase  greatly,  but  are  poor  lanky  fish,  the  other 
fish  seem  not  to  increase  at  all.  If  some  of  oni 
readers  have  had  similar  experience  perhaps  the; 
will  tell  us,— Ed.i] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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FIVE   SEASONS'  HISTOEY  OF  A 
SEA-TEOUT  LOCH  AND  EIVEE. 


{Continued  from  page  172.) 

We  also  found  a  scarcity  of  really  large  sea- 
trout  -which  were  fresh  run,  and  those  most  in 
evidence  weighed  from  lib.  to  31b.  (in  1901,  it  may 
be  remeniljered,  the  first  of,  these  sizes  were 
scarce).  Now,  I  have  kept  an  accurate  analysis  of 
weights,  leaving  out  finnock  however,  and  not 
noticing  the  black  fish  killed  during  their  descent 
in  the  Policeman's  or  other  pools  of  the  river,  and 
I  find  the  following  given  in  my  notes :  — 

Clean  Rttn  Fish.- 
Six  fish  weighed  2^1  b.  each  ;  eighteen  fish  weighed 
21b.  each;  thirteen  fish  weighed  Iflb.  each;  twelve 
fish  weighed  1  Jib.  each;  sixteen  fish  weighed  lib. 
each.  But  of  larger  fish,  four  fish  weighed  41b. 
each ;  four  fish  weighed  4|lb.  each  ;  four  fish 
-weighed  3Jlb.  each;  nine  fish  weighed  31b.  each; 
one  fish  weighed  81b.,  which  I  did  not  see,  but 
strongly  suspect  was  a  bull-trout  (S.  eriox),  and 
four  or  five  salmon  and  one  grille.  I  had  seen 
another  81b.  fish — fresh-run — which  certainly  was  a 
S.  eriox.  The  salmon  weighed  from  5|lb.  to  91b., 
and  the  grilse — caught  on  the  trolls — was  only  21b. 
By  far  the  larger  proportion  of  the  big  fish  were  hen 
fish.  The  grilse  was  in  poor  condition,  though  in  no 
respects  kelted.  I  believe  it  must  have  been  hanging 
about  the  tideway  for  a  considerable  time  before 
getting  up.  It  was  got  on  July  25.  The  average 
size  of  grilse  (of  salmon)  in  Ailort  is  usually  from 
2ilb.  to  31b.,  and  large  female  adult  fish  are  most 
io  evidence. 

On  July  26  and  27  and  after  Carr  reported 
many  large  salmon  "slunging"  about  on  the  surface 
of  Dhuloch.  I  would  like  to  see  that  "dirty 
hole"  netted,  and  for  once  cleaned  out.  No 
'  dredging  of  it  was  taken  by  Sir  John  Murray's 
staff,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  such  had 
been  taken  some  items  of  interest  might  have  been 
discovered  in  connection  with  the  habits  of  the  big 
salmon  which  frequent  it. 

Of  the  weather  of  July,  1902,  I  have  little  to  say 
in  praise.  Suffice  it  to  record  that  it  was  the  coldest 
'  ily  since  the  year  1879,  and  the  temperature 

i'ling3  rarely  rose  above  55deg.  of  air,  while 
'ontinuoua  surface  water  temperature  was  about 


60deg;  Air  temperature  often  went  down  to  51deg. 
Also  an  ice-floe  was  seen  (and  recorded  in  the 
papers  at  the  time)  off  the  west  coast  of  Mull  by 
the  colony  of  lobster  fishers  on  the  Treshnish  Isles. 
July  temperatures  were  13deg.  below  the  average, 
and  in  London  they  were  returned  at  15deg.  below 
July  average  (daily  records  were  kept  at  Loch  Eilt).* 
All  the  salmon  were  got  in  Dhuloch,  and  were 
adult  fish ;  even  the  5|lb.  fish  was  a  salmon  and 
not  a  grilse. 

July,  1901,  was  abnormally  hot  and  dry;  and 
July,  1902,  was  as  remarkably  cold  and  sunless. 

In  May  of  this  year  (1902)  one  rod  fished  Loch 
Eilt  and  got  two  fish  with  fly  and  two  -with  trolls j 
I  beUeve  these  fish  to  have  been  bull-trout. 
It  is  possible  many  of  the  fish  which  run  so  early 
as  April  and  May  are  of  this  species,  and  are  not 
true  sea-trout  at  all.  Otherwise,  as  I  have  said 
before,  they  may  be  old  fish  representing  a  very 
late  run  of  the  last  of  the  current  season's  fish.  I 
am  more  incUned  now  to  think  that  most  will  turn 
out  to  be  buU-trout  or  &  eriox. 

Now,  ha-ving  taken  into  consideration  all  the 
above  detailed  facts,  brought  out  by  our  ex- 
periences of  these  waters,  and  I  hope  -with  some 
inteUigent  appreciation  of  the  facts,  I  wish  to 
conclude  my  remarks  on  the  Ailort  river  and  its 
loch  by  stating  some  conclusions  I  have  arrived 
at ;  and  I  may,  if  space  allows,  offer  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  poUcy  for  the  future  improvement  of 
the  same^ 

CONCLTTSIONS. 

The  sporting  capabilities  of  these  waters  have 
been  very  carefully  considered  by  members  of  our 
party  during  the  four  seasons  of  1898  to  1902 
inclusive,  and  the  natural  history  conclusions 
appear  to  me  to  be  intimately  concerned  therewith. 

From  a  truly  sporting  point  of  view  there  has 
been  a  very  rapid  and  very  unmistakable  falling 
off  since  the  first  year  we  fished  them.  A  rapid 
decline  has  taken  place  each  year  as  our  statistics 
clearly  show.  1898  was  splendid.  In  twelve  days' 
actual  fishing  four  rods  killed  close  upon  4001b. 
{sir,)  of  sea-trout  and  one  or  two  salmon.  On  one 
day  two  rods  in  one  boat  had  571b.  of  fish,  and 
another  rod  on  the  river  had  321b.  of  sea-trout  and 
one  salmon  of  71b.,  all  with  artificial  flies.  Never 
since  have  we  seen  such  another  day,  nor  such 
another  season  of  sport.  (We  do  not  fish  -with 
worms,  and  our  remarks  apply  to  what  we  consider 
more  truly  "sport" — that  is,  fishing  -with  artificial 
fly,  or  trolling  in  calms  or  between  "  casts.") 

Now,  in  the  -winter  of  1898-9  began  the  operations 
in  connection  -with  the  formation  of  the  Mallaig 
Railway.  Blasting  works  were  in  progress  all  that 
winter,  all  the  next  summer,  and  all  the  next 
-winter,  and  were,  indeed,  not  entirely  finished  by 
the  summer  of  1901.  It  will  be  seen  then  that  the 
whole  spa-wning  seasons  of  two  successive  years 
were  so  utilised,  one  proprietor  ha-ving  held  the 
company  under  forfeit  of  four  figures  of  fine  unless 
the  said  proceedings  were  finished  before  opening 
of  the  deer  stalking  season  of  the  last-named  year 
upon  the  whole  extent  of  that  portion  of  the  ground. 
And  during  the  summer  seasons  of  1899  and  of 
1900  similar  blasting  work  along  the  side  of  the  loch 
prevented  our  party  from  fishing  that  side  almost 
at  all,  so  rapidly  and  frequently  did  the  blasts  take 
place.  When  we  did  fish  that  side  of  the  loch  we 
got  next  to  nothing.  And  thus  the  winter  work  was 
principally  done  where  the  line  of  rails  superintends 
the  best  spawning  grounds  of  the  sea-trout,  and  the 
summer  work  was  also  made  to  include  the  total 
lengths  of  the  upper  and  lower  lochs. 

Also  an  artificial  dam,  which  was  formed  upon 
the  upper  waters  of  the  best  spawning  burn,  near 
the  ridge  of  the  watershed  between  Glen  Ailort 
and  Glen  Finnan,  both  sides  being  upon  Inver- 
ailort  property,  burst,  and  at  one  huge  plunge 
dashed  down  the  Glenailort  valley  and  washed 
away  a  railway  hut  and  its  occupant,  who  lost 
his  life. 

The  question  I  am  coming  to  is  simply.  What 
effects,  if  any,  have  these  several  operations  had 
upon  the  fish  ? 

Let  me  try  to  reply  to  it.  Now,  the  sea-trout 
spawn  during  the  greater  part  of  the  winter 
months,  and  ova  would  have  been  deposited, 
or  the  spawners  would  have  arrived  at  their 
redda,  by  the  time  the  operations  commenced. 


*  I  refer  to  the  abnormal  conditions  of  weather  of 
1002  and  1904  at  much  greater  length  in  another 
place — "  A  Vertebrate  Fauna  of  the  N.  W.  Highlands 
and  Sky©,"  shortly  to  be  published. 


or  at  all  events  during  their  continuance — that 
matters  only  in  a  minor  degree,  if  at  alL  This 
raises  the  other  questions.  Did  the  fish  ever  spa-wn 
at  all  ?  and  if  so,  did  the  ova  survive  ?  and  if  so^ 
again,  did  the  alevins  bom  survive,  mider  the  oft- 
repeated  concussions  going  on  all  around  and 
about  them  ?  Before  answering  directly  I  draw 
attention  to  known  facts  first. 

(1)  It  is  known  that  if  concussion  takes  place  in 
a  hatchery,  whether  of  fowls  or  fish,  a  proportion, 
if  not  ail,  are  rendered  infertile,  and  do  not  hatch 
off  (for  example,  a  soda-water  bottle  full  of  ova 
was  dropped  on  the  ground,  and  that  lot  of  ova 
was  proved  infertile).* 

(2)  An  old  practice,  not  i)erhaps  generally 
known,  was  for  poachers,  especially  quarrymen,  to 
take  sledge-hammers  and  smite  the  boulders  of 
stone  in  the  course  of  a  burn  where  these  projected 
above  water,  and  the  adult  trout  lying  beneath  the 
shelter  were  stunned,  floated  up  or  were  got  ashore 
by  hand-net. 

(3)  Anyone  who,  like  myself,  has  -witnessed  the 
awful  destruction  which  can  be  done  and  has  been 
done  to  fish-life  by  the  explosion  of  a  small 
dynamite  cartridge  in  the  pool  of  a  river,  where 
every  fish  and  the  spawning  frogs  at  the  side  were 
instantly  killed,  can  no  doubt  reahse  the  facts 
brought  out  so  far.  I  -witnessed  the  above 
described  destruction  in  a  river  in  Transylvania, 
where  the  practice  was  followed  in  order  to  clear 
the  bed  of  the  river,  of  stones,  to  admit  of  timber 
being  floated  down  stream.  This  was  in  1874,  bufc 
since  then,  I  am  told,  the  Hungarian  Diet  has  put 
a  stop  to  any  further  operations  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, or  at  least  has  passed  laws  against  it  (which, 
however,  I  am  credibly  informed  is  a  very  different 
thing  from  actually  stopping  the  practice^  just  as 
it  is  very  different  in  this  country  passing  Acts  of 
ParUament  and  seeing  them  enforced).  I  think  I 
have  surely  said  enough  to  carry  conviction  to 
the  most  obtuse  mind  that  dynamite  explosions 
cannot  be  good  for  fish  in  water  near  by.-  If  more 
proofs  be  wanted,  then  it  is  easy  to  find  themj 
But  the  question  is  more  to  the  purpose  now  to 
inquire — To  what  extent  can  fish  feel  concussions 
in  deeper  or  shallower  water  ?  and  to  what  extent 
can  fish  feel  water  tremors  at  different  depths  ? 

These  questions  may  not  be  answered  right  off, 
but  a  few  facts,  which  surely  will  be  found  to  have 
some  bearing  upon  them,  can  be,  and  will  now  be, 
adduced.- 

(1)  Goldfish  or  minnows  in  a  glass  tank  feel 
tremor  if  the  side  of  the  tank  be  even  very  Ughtly 
tapped.  (The  experiment  of  using  greater  force 
might  be  tried — for  instance,  -with  a  sledge  hammer ! ) 
That  fish  do  feel  tremors  in  greater  depths  may 
be  almost  assured  by  the  fact  that  along  the 
medial  line  of  the  deep-sea  fishes  we  know  there 
are  visible  under  the  microscope  a  vast  number  of 
hairs  (cilia,  or  nerve  terminals),  which  forms  a  fine 
and  intricate  nervous  system.- 

But  let  me  put  this  in  the  words  of  my  friend 
Sir  John  Murray,  with  whom  I  have  had  several 
consultations  upon  this  very  subject.  Sir  John 
says  (in.  lit.  Dec.  12,  1901):— "We  know,  from  the 
structure  of  the  organs  along  the  lateral  line  of 
fishes  that  they  must  be  able  to  feel  very 
small  concussions  and  also  very  peculiar  -vibrations. 
In  the  deep  sea  fishes  there  is  a  very  remarkable 
development  of  these  delicate  organs  -with  hairs 
which  must  record  the  most  delicate  of  wave 
disturbances.  It  is,  of  course,  quite  possible  that 
the  young  or  eggs  may  be  destroyed  by  shocks 
caused  by  railway  operations."  Sir  John  concludes 
by  saying,  "I  will  keep  this  in  -vdew."  He  further 
writes  me: — "I  think  an  instrument  can  be  easily 
arranged  for  recording  -vibrations  in  water,  but  I 
do  not  know  that  any  has  ever  been  actually  used." 
The  above  notes  were  taken  in  connection  with  Sir 
John  Murray's  arrangements  -with  regard  to  the 
work  at  that  time  about  to  be  undertaken  for  a 
bathymetrical  and  physical  exploration  of  our 
fresh  water  areas,  in  continuation  of  the  work 
already  done  and  reported  in  the  publications  of 
the  Scottish  Geographical  Society. 

When  this  can  be  said  to  have  been  scientifically 
completed,  there  appears  to  me  to  be  no  reason  why 
even  the  extent  of  the  very  smallest  vibrations  in 
water  should  not  be  educative  as  regards  the  habits 
and  movements  of  fish.  But  we  must  also  remem- 
ber that  there  are  many  other  coexisting  factors 
to  be  taken  into  full  consideration,  before  even 


*  See  earlier  experiments  of  trout  acclimatising  in 
New  Zealand  and  Australia, 
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reasonable  expectation  can  be  looked  for  in  solving 
many  of  these  interesting  problems  about  the 
salmon  and  even  the  common  trout.  There  are 
still  temperatures  of  fresh  and  salt  water,  of  air 
and  water,  and  barometrical  readings,  and  of  effects 
of  thunderstorms  and  many  other  electrical  con- 
ditions. All  of  these  will  some  day  have  to  be 
read  collectively  under  all  the  varying  conditions 
and  phenomena.  J.  A.  Hakvie-Brown. 

{To  te  continued.) 


FREE  PERCH  FISHING  NEAR 
LONDON. 


By  the  end  of  August  perch  have  packed  to- 
gether in  shoals;  and  where  one  is  caught  more 
may  be  captured,  if  fished  for  carefully,  and  they 
are  not  hooked,  played,  and  escape,  for  these  fish 
have  a  means  of — somehow — letting  their  com- 
panions know  the  baits  are  treacherous,  having 
"stings"  in  them,  and  they  then  cease  to  bite,  or 
move  away  to  some  other  part  of  the  river.  Of  all  the 
months  of  the  angling  season  September  to  J anuary 
are  the  best  for  perch  fishing.  They  are  then  in 
the  primest  condition,  and  feed  freely  to  worm-bait 
or  minnows,  especially  at  morning  and  evening  ; 
they  feed  all  day  long  in  winter  when  the  weather 
is  open,  and  the  wat«r  not  icy  coldj  But  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  ask — "Where  is  free 


on  the  top  one,  may  be  judiciously  used ;  or,  if 
preferred,  a  float  paternoster  tackle — and  a  brace 
of  fine  fish  probably  caughtw 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  small  island  (No.  2)  is  a 
nice  quiet  eddy,  usually  tried  with  success;  and 
all  the  water  down  to  the  weir  (No.  3)  should  be 
float-fished  and  paternostered  carefully,  for  it  holds 
big  fish — two-poundera  are  not  uncommon^  Pike, 
also,  of  large  size  are  frequently  caught  by  pater- 
nostering  these  deeps  with  a  small  live  dace  for 
the  bait. 

Then  we  paas  through  the  look  (No.  4),  just 
above  which  the  river  flows  for  more  than  half  a 
mile  beneath  the  trees  at  the  edge  of  Holme  Park, 
there  being  alongside  the  wat«r  one  of  the  prettiest 
walks  on  the  river,  known  as  Thames  Parade; 
Below  the  lock  the  water  flows  round  and  among  a 
group  of  eight  or  nine  islands,  excellent  fishing, 
but  as  it  is  strictly  private,  permission  must  be 
obtained  of  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Witherington,  whose 
son  two  years  ago  caught  a  trout  of  10  Jib.  in  splendid 
condition  in  these  waters;  which  hold  also  pike, 
perch,  barbel,  chub,  roach,  and  dace  of  large  size. 
The  swim  (No.  6) — and  a  pool  generally  overgrown 
with  water-lilies — near  to  the  bridge  is  a  favourite 
resort  for  perch.  An  old  and  picturesque  inn  (No. 
6),  the  White  Hart,  is  close  to  the  south  end  of 
the  bridge;  and  on  the  left,  up  a  swift  backwater, 
is  the  newer  of  the  waterside  inns,  the  French 
Horn  (No.  7).  In  the  village  near  the  church  is  a 
less  pretentious  public  house.  In  Saxon  times 
Sonning  was  a  bishop's  see ;  their  palace  stood  here 
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and  good  perch  fishing  to  be  obtained  within  easy 
distance  of  London,  where  perch  are  plentiful,  and 
the  water  is  not  overfished  ?  '•'  My  advice  is — Go  by 
the  Great  Western  Railway  to  Twyford,  31  miles 
from  Paddington  Station,  and  walk  the  three  miles 
to  Sonning-on-Thames,  which  is  midway  on  the 
river  between  Reading  and  Wargrave,  and  the 
centre  of  five  miles  of  prime  perch  water.  If  the 
can  of  live-bait,  rod  and  tackle  are  found  to  be 
too  heavy  to  be  carried  with  comfort,  a  conveyance 
may  be  hired  at  the  railway  station,  Twyford:  the 
fare  is  three  shillings  and  sixpence. 

A  boat  can  be  obtained  for  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  per  day  at  Sadler's,  Sonning  Lock,  by 
which  all  the  "swims,"-  perch-holes,  and  eddies, 
both  sides  of  the  river,  can  be  reached ;  but  many 
good  places  can  be  fished  from  the  bank  without  a 
boat. 

Comfortable  lodgings  can  be  secured  at  several 
of  the  cottages  in  the  pretty  village  of  Sonning, 
where  I  have  spent  some  of  my  happiest  angling 
days,  and  in  the  Thames  hard  by  made  many 
successful  forays  among  its  pike  and  perch. 

In  order  that  my  "  brother  anglers"  electing  to 
go  there  may  become  acquainted  with  the  water,  I 
have  drawn  a  map  of  that  part  of  the  Thames 
showing  where  the  perch-holes,  eddies,  and  swims 
are  situated.  The  River  Kennet  joins  the  Thames 
about  half  a  mile  down  stream,  beyond  Caversham 
Lock,  and  we  will  begin  fishing  the  deep  water 
alongside  the  meadow  bank  on  the  opposite  side, 
where  is  a  deep  hole  at  the  entrance  to  a  small 
backwater  (Noj  1);  A  two-hook  paternoster, 
baited  with  worm  on  bottom  hook  and  a  minnow 


in  the  time  of  Queen  EUzebeth  ;  and  when  Richard 
II.  was  deposed,  his  young  wife,  Isabella,  took  refuge 
here  with  the  Bishop  of  SaUsbury,  in  whose  diocese 
Sonning  then  was.  The  church,  dedicated  to  St. 
Andrew,  is  interesting,  and  should  be  visited,  and 
notice  taken  of  the  curious  iron  clamps  on  the 
belfry  door  with  the  quaint  "  old  bell "  inscriptions — 
"Deum  laudo;  vivos  voco;  mortuos  ploro."  At 
No.  8,  in  the  meadows,  is  a  little  ditch  alongside 
the  inn  garden.  In  the  stream  off  the  mouth  of 
this  ditch  is  an  eddy,  that  usually  holds  perch;  all 
the  water  down  to  the  bridge  should  be  fished.  It 
also  holds  big  barbel,  and  at  No.  9  is  the  mouth  of 
another  ditch,  a  sure  perch  harbour  when  the  river 
is  partly  in  flood.  Further  down  stream,  at  Nos.  10 
and  1 1,  are  growths  of  sedge,  with  pools  between,  and 
adjacent  to  them,  where  I  captured  some  large 
pike,  fish  from  15lb.  to  211b. ;  and  at  No;  12,  the 
lower  end  of  "  long  eyot,"  is  one  of  the  best  perch- 
holes  in  this  part  of  the  river ;  it  is  about  six  feet 
deep,  and  should  be  very  carefully  fished  with 
worm  or  minnow  on  float  tackle.-  In  winter  floods 
pike  resort  here  to  escape  the  "  stress  of  stream '-  in 
the  main  channeL 

It  was  at  this  hole  and  eddy,  in  February,  1875, 
when  the  Thames  was  clearing  after  several  weeks' 
flood,  that  I  caught  in  one  lucky  hour  six  pike,  the 
largest  of  them  13ilb.,  lOlb.,  9lb.,  and  SJlb.,  the 
total  weighing  49ilb.  St.  John's  Pool  (No.  13), 
opposite  the  Patrick  stream,  where  the  river  widens 
considerably,  is  capital  water  to  fish  with  a  spinning 
baiti  There  are  perch  in  the  channels  between  the 
islands  (No.  14)  worth  fishing  for,  also  in  the  little 
lay-by  (No.  15),  where  a  decent  sized  pike  may 


occasionally  be  captured.  AU  these  places  shomldj^ 
be  approached  quietly  and  carefully  paternostered 
We  now  approach  Shiplake  Deeps,  which  exten 
from  island  No.  16  to  Phillimore  Island  (No.  Vl\ 
These  waters  vary  from  eight  to  twelve  feet 
depth,  and  are  best  fished  with  paternoster,  so 
to  search  the  bottom  weeds  properly,  or  with  float 
and  snap  tackle.  Let  the  live- bait  swim  about  two 
or  three  feet  over  the  bed  of  the  river,  for  there  the 
big  fish  are,  and  they — like  aldermen  at  a  civio 
banquet — prefer  to  have  the  "  dainties  "-  brought 
and  placed  close  before  them.  At  Noj  17,  between 
the  tow-path  bank  and  Phillimore  Island,  is  a 
capital  perch  swim  on  a  gravelly  bottom,  and  at 
No.  18,  also  where  the  Burrow  Cut  joins  the  river, 
are  holes  and  eddies  which  almost  always  hold 
perchi 

The  Loddon  river  is  a  private  fishery,  I  believe, 
subscribed  for  by  the  Henley  Angling  Club.  The 
map,  and  the  article  I  have  written  at  the  request 
of  our  editor,  will.  I  hope,  induce  anglers  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  Sonning  waters  to  go  there 
and  fish,  and  be  the  means  of  procuring  them  good 
sportj  Alfbed  Jaedine, 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE 
NIPIGON. 


{Concluded  from  page  171.) 

Many,  no  doubt,  think  that  on  a  stream  like  the 
Nipigon,  where  the  fish  are  so  plentiful,  all  one  has 
to  do  is  to  cast  in  his  bait  and  haul  out  a  trout 
every  time.  This  is  far  from  being  the  case  to-day.' 
Ten  years  ago  the  fly-fishing  was  excellent,  and 
doubles  were  frequent.  In  those  days  a  piece  of 
red  flannel  on  a  hook  would  catch  a  trout.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  there  are  just  as  many  trout  in 
the  Nipigon  to-day  as  there  ever  was,  but  the 
stream  has  become  so  famous  that  it  is  visited 
annually  by  a  large  number  of  fishermen,  and  con- 
sequently the  trout  have  become  shy  and  wary  and 
only  strike  at  a  lure  that  is  handled  with  some 
degree  of  skill  Flies  they  will  not  touch.  How- 
ever, the  fishing  with  five  bait  is  all  that  could  be 
desired,  and  we  were  at  all  times  eaaily  able  to 
supply  the  eleven  hungry  mouths  of  our  camp  with 
all  the  trout  they  could  eat.  And  when  it  comes 
to  eating  trout  an  Indian  can  outdo  a  white  man 
every  time.  This  year  the  fish  are  very  fat  and 
the  flesh  very  firm.  A  large  fat  trout,  stuffed, 
rolled  up  in  brown  paper,  and  baked  beneath  the 
coals,  made  a  most  tempting  repast.  We  also  had 
them  fried,  broiled,  and  boiled. 

For  twelve  days  we  enjoyed  camp  life  to  the 
fullest  extent  at  Victoria,  fishing  nearly  every  day, 
and  having  excellent  sport.  Some  days  we  caught 
more  trout  than  we  could  use,  and  threw  back 
those  that  were  not  badly  injured  by  the  hook. 
The  largest  speckled  trout  caught  tipped  the  beam 
at  a  trifle  over  71b.,  and  a  number  were  landed 
that  weighed  considerably  over  6lb. 

There  were  some  deep  pools  where  we  could  lean 
out  from  the  bank  and,  looking  down,  see  a  large 
trout  lazily  fanning  his  fins.  Then  came  the  interest- 
ing experiment  of  trying  to  catch  him,  and  it  often 
happened  that  when  a  fat  and  tempting  minj>ow 
was  carefully  allowed  to  float  down  past  him  ne 
would  rise  out  of  the  water  with  a  mighty  rush  and 
seize  it.  Then  the  fight  was  on.  Such  a  trout 
would  usually  be  a  large  one,  "  the  master  of  the 
pool,"-  and  his  struggle  was  apt  to  be  a  game  one, 
with  many  fierce  rushes,  and  much  consequent 
letting  out  and  reeling  in  of  line  before  his  lordship 
finally  yielded  to  the  landing-net  in  the  skilful 
hands  of  the  guide. 

It  may  easily  be  concluded  that  our  stock  of  fish 
stories  is  a  large  one,  but  we  will  resist  the  inclina- 
tion to  relate  them  here.  We  might  tell  about  the 
large  lake  trout  that  had  eaten  a  young  rabbit,  to 
say  nothing  of  some  two  dozen  minnows ;  or  we 
might  mention  finding  a  thick  stone  two  inches 
square  inside  a  brook  trout;  and  then  there  is  the 
large  trout,  deformed  by  a  lump  on  his  side,  which 
was  caught,  thrown  back,  and  later  caught  by 
another  one  of  us ;  or  we  could  tell  of  the  cast  that 
caught  two  large  trout  on  a  single  minnow  impaled 
on  two  hooks ;  or  last,  but  not  least,  of  the  lOlb; 
brook  trout  (weight  estimated),  the  granddaddy  of 
them  all,  which  got  away  after  being  hooked  and 
played  for  twenty  minutesj  But  from  all  this  we 
refrain. 

At  Victoria  the  nights  were  quite  cold,  with  an 
occasional  frost.  Several  times  the  northern  lights 
were  plainly  visiblej  The  days  were  for  the  most  part 
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cool  and  delightful.  There  was  only  one  day  when 
it  was  uncomfortably  warm,  and  on  it  we  screwed 
np  courage  enough  to  go  in  swimming.  It  was 
like  a  plunge  into  a  tank  of  ice  water,  but  it  was 
refreshing,  though  on  coming  out  our  bodies  were 
of  a  fine  purple  colour. 

We  celebrated  the  Fourth  by  making  a  magnifi- 
cent catch,  one  of  which  was  a  12|lb.  lake  trout. 
In  the  evening  a  point  of  land  along  the  river  near 
our  camp  suddenly  became  brightly  Ugh  ted  up  with 
a  large  number  of  birch  bark  torches.  The  Indians 
had  remembered  that  it  was  a  great  American 
holiday,  and  had  quietly  prepared  this  illumination 
as  a  surprise  for  us.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  we 
were  very  much  pleased,  and  we  responded  with 
cheers  and  the  shooting  off  of  rifles.' 

Francois  Kekek,  the  captain  of  my  canoe,  is 
acknowledged  to  be  the  best  hunter  in  the  Nipigon 
region.  One  day  he  and  I  went  out  with  the  idea 
of  getting  a  look  at  some  moose  or  caribou,  if 
possible.  Leaving  the  river,  we  cUmbed  a  steep 
chff  to  a  fairly  level  plateau.  It  was  not  long 
before  Kekek  dwcovered  some  fresh  tracks.  ' '  Three 
moose,  two  big,  one  small,  pass  to-day,"-  he 
announced,  though  how  he  could  tell  was  a  mystery 
to  me.  Then  came  an  exhibition  of  tracking  that 
was  tnily  remarkable.  He  followed  unerringly 
tracks  that  to  me  were  invisible,  and  for  several 
miles  we  proceeded  cautiously  through  a  splendid 
virgin  forest,  fighting  off  swarms  of  bloodthirsty 
mosquitoes  as  best  we  could.  A  cloud  of  these 
pests  constantly  surrounded  us.  At  last  we  came 
to  a  marshy  pond,  and  disappointment  was  in  store 
for  us,  for  the  tracks  we  were  following  showed  that 
the  moose  had  evidently  heard  or  scented  us,  and 
had  broken  into  a  run.  "  Moose  gone,"  said  Kekek. 
Coming  to  a  small  brook,  we  boiled  tea  and  had 
lunch.  Game  signs  were  everywhere  in  evidence, 
and  Kekek  soon  took  up  a  fresh  caribou  trail,  which 
we  followed  up  for  some  time  and  finally  got  within 
range  of  the  game,  a  large  bulL  The  Indian,  being 
ahead,  fired,  but,  much  to  my  surprise,  missed. 
It  wa8  now  time  to  start  back  to  camp,  so  this 
ended  our  hunting,  which,  though  unsuccessful, 
afforded  a  wonderful  exhibition  of  Indian  woodcraft. 

We  paid  two  visits  to  Lake  Nipigon.  It  is  a 
beautiful  body  of  water  about  one  hundred  miles 
long  and  fifty  wide,  studded  with  a  great  many 

Eretty  wooded  islands.    A  number  of  Indians  live 
ere  in  the  primitive  manner  we  read  about  in  the 
!  story  books.    Their  habitations  are  crude  birch- 
I  bark  wigwams,  some  of  which  we  inspected.  One 
I  family  in  particular  seemed  to  be  fond  of  pets. 
I  They  had  a  bear  cub  with  one  foot  missing,  a  cat, 
1  and  at  least  a  dozen  dogs  running  about.  A 
I  papoose,  strapped  to  a  board  swung  from  above, 
was  peacefully  sleeping.    In  the  centre  of  the  floor 
of  the  wigwam  a  fire  was  burning,  the  smoke  escaping 
through  a  hole  left  in  the  top  for  that  purpose. 
Outside  some  moose  skins  were  tanning  in  the  sun, 
I  and  a  white  rabbit  skin  robe  was  airing.  These 
Ojib way  Indians  are  a  simple,  good-natured  people, 
and  we  pleased  them  greatly  by  taking  their 
photograph. 

We  met  a  party  of  engineers  crossing  the  lake, 
bound  for  the  work  of  surveying  for  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Railway.  This  great  transcontinental 
road  will  pass  eight  miles  north  of  Lake  Nipigonj 
The  line  runs  for  hundreds  of  miles  through  an 
unbroken  wilderness.  It  is  expected  that  this 
eastern  portion  of  the  road  will  be  completed  and 
in  operation  in  about  two  years,  thus  making 
accessible  for  the  sportsman  a  vast  hunting  and 
fishing  region,  many  of  whose  lakes  and  streams 
are  not  on  the  map,  and  have  never  been  fished. 

We  had  our  IndQans  mount  the  skins  of  several 
of  our  largest  trout  on  birch  bark,  framed  with 
spruce  with  the  bark  on.  This  they  do  very 
cleverly,  and  the  result  is  a  handsome  trophy, 
which  can  be  used  to  prove  some  of  the  fish  stories 
which  are  bound  to  be  told  during  the  long  evenings 
of  the  coming  winter. 

On  Sunday  morning,  July  10,  we  broke  camp, 
and  with  much  regret  turned  our  backs  on  Gamp 
Victoria.  That  night  we  camped  at  The  Narrows, 
and  Monday  afternoon  found  us  back  at  Nipigon. 
Tuesday  morning  the  guides,  dressed  in  their  best 
Sunday  clothes,  came  to  the  hotel  to  say  good-bye, 
and  entertained  us  with  some  of  their  Indian 
dances,  to  the  music  of  a  fiddle  played  by  "  Jimmy, 
the  Cook-"-  At  noon  we  boarded  the  train  for 
Montreal,  and  were  soon  back  in  civilisation  onoe 
more,  with  nothing  but  pleasant  memories  of  the 
good  old  Nipigon,— Gabdenkr  Kline,  in  Foreet  and 
Strmmt 


A  FIGHT  WITH  'A  "BIG  'UN" 
ON  LOCH  LANGAVAT,  SOUTH 
HAKEIS. 


About  a  year  ago  I  had  as  good  a  time  as  one 
could  desire  amongst  the  brown  trout  on  Loch 
Lnga  vat.  Lying  as  it  does  midst  the  steep,  rocky 
hills  of  South  Harris,  it  has,  apart  from  angling,  a 
harm  all  its  own.  It  is  within  easy  reach  of  the 
o  bbe,"  a  n  ame  meaning  "  small  bay,"  j  ast  as  in  the 
word  "  Oban."  It  was  from  the  north  end  I  came 
on  the  day  I  write  of.  A  fine  fishing  day  it  looked, 
though  it  was  (tell  it  not  in  Obbe)  the  annual  Fast 
Day  for  Harris.  Anyhow,  my  gillie  and  self 
being  "  moderates,"  a  term  which  excuses  much  in 
these  parts  to  captious  critics,  and  having  planned 
the  excursion  for  the  very  last  day  of  my  leave,  I 
am  afraid  it  would  have  taken  more  than  the 
prospect  of  ecclesiastical  thunder  to  deter  us  from 
once  more  probing  the  depths  of  the  Long  Locha 

Langavat  is  about  three  miles  in  length,  extending 
across  South  Harris^  It  is  connected  with  the  sea 
by  the  Obbe  Loch,  Mill  Pool,  a  very  short  river, 
the  Steisevat,  Loch  Steisevat,  the  Ath  Dhu,  or 
Black  Ford,  Loch  Na  Moracha,  and  the  Langavat 
Burn,  which  holds  some  heavy  brown  trout  in  its 
deep  pools,  and  of  course  salmon  and  sea-trout. 
Loch  Langavat  can  very  well  be  fished  by  wading 


caught  on  a  14ft.  sea-trout  rod  with  a  minnow  on  a 
single  gut  trace;  "  It  was  just  on  such  an  evening,  12 
I  remarked  to  Donald,  ?*we  landed  them,  about 
eight  o'clock ;  same  sky  and  wind — we  will  have 
luck."j  A  stiff  pull  brought  us  under  the  lee  of  tho 
east  shore,  and  creeping  along  inshore  we  rowed  up 
about  half  a  mile,  then  turned  and  put  trolls  outj 
Down  the  loch  we  go,  past  places  well  marked  in 
memory,  past  the  islets,  bays,  and  sunken  rocks, 
but  no  response,  save  once,  and  to  my  surprise  I 
pull  in,  hand  over  hand,  a  ^Ib.  trout  which  had 
been  too  inquisitive  about  the  minnow  and  had  got 
hghtly  hooked  in  his  lip;  Eight  o'clock  has  passed 
and  sundown  is  near ;  we  rapidly  cross  the  loch 
with  a  strong  breeze  astern.  *'  Up  the  shore,  Donald, 
about  thirty  yards  out,  steady ;  it  was  here  I  got  the 
5 -pounder,  you  remember."-  "Yis,  oh  yis,  sir,  and 
there's  another,''  he  excitedly  calls,  as  the  reel  on 
the  small  12ft.  rod  fairly  screams.  We  see  the  fish 
as  he  jumps,  shining  like  gold  in  the  setting  sun;  I 
can  never  land  him  I  feel  as  I  look  at  my  tiny  rod 
bent  nearly  double.  A  heavy  rush  now,  but  it's 
from  the  shore,  and  we  follow  well  and  keep  a  good 
strain  on;  Now  he  sounds,  but  he  has  plenty  of 
water.  "Rin  agen,  my  fine  chap,"  shouts  Donald, 
"  Rin  away. "  *'  He  will,"  I  said,  as  I  reeled  in  a  little 
line.  "  Turn  inshore  and  let  us  get  nearer  to  him.'' 
Another  leap,  but  I  am  ready ;  he  is  off,  no  there  he 
goes,  shorewards  this  time;     Ten  minutes  more 


View  of  Loch  Langavat  (from  south  end). 


from  the  west  shore  for  at  least  two  miles  of  its 
length,  and  I  believe  a  better  basket  could  be  made 
wading  than  drifting,  as  I  have  seen  six  dozen 
trout  (18lb.)  and  101b;  of  sea-trout  taken  wading 
by  two  rods  in  late  August;  The  bottom  is 
gravelly,  with  stretches  of  sandy  beach  and  jutting 
promontories,  and  the  loch,  with  its  many  heather- 
covered  islets,  topped  here  and  there  by  dwarf 
mountain  ash,  is  very  pretty  indeed. 

Having  arrived  at  the  loch  we  found  little  breeze, 
but  we  got  on  board  the  solitary  boat  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Langavat  Bum,  and  the  breeze  freshening  I 
got  to  business.  Two  hours  brought  a  dozen  nice 
\\h.  trout  aboard,  all  game,  strong  fish,  giving  plenty 
of  fight  on  the  light  tackle.  Then  the  breeze  fell 
quite  away.  We  walked  to  the  south-east  end  of 
the  loch  to  a  smaller  loch,  where  I  once  got  half  a 
dozen  nice  trout,  i-pounders  and  pounders,  in  half 
an  hour.  Fish  to-day  came  sulkily,  but  we  picked 
up  a  few  very  small  trout,  and  then  back  to  work 
again.  Other  ten  rewarded  my  efforts,  all  very 
much  of  a  size,  but  they  still  came  very  slowly.  As 
it  was  now  approaching  sundown,  we  proceeded  to 
cross  the  loch.  The  wind  had  veered  to  the  east,  a 
favourable  quarter  for  my  purpose;  Two  years 
previously,  on  a  similar  evening,  I  was  trolling 
down  the  east  side  of  the  loch  and  had  three  good 
runs,  and  saw  the  large  fish  as  they  leaped  and 
broke  away;  Return  visits  had  produced  on  one 
occasion  a  4ilb.  trout,  and  on  another  two  trout 
{ftrox  some  would  call  them)  51b,  and  6ilb.,  all 


hard  fighting  and  I  see  the  fish  at  the  stem  of  the 
boat,  and  pretty  near;  What  a  beauty! — but  oh 
horrors !  he  is  hooked  lightly  on  the  hp  and  seems 
to  hang  on  a  thread  of  gut;  "It's  a  wonder  I've 
had  such  a  time  of  him ;  if  he  wants  to  go  he  can."- 
So  he  asks  more  line  and  gets  it,  but  ten  yards 
only — it  was  twenty  last  time  !  Happy,  exciting 
moments,  one  feels  tmly  alive  at  such ;  but  I  do 
desire  to  see  the  fish  aboard^  i'Have  the  gaff 
ready,  Donald. '-2 

"  Aye,  aye !    She's  near  done,  sir.'-J 

"Is  she  ? '-'  I  queried  as  the  reel  goes  ;  but  it's 
the  last  ruuj  and  slowly  and  gently  I  reel  in. 
"  Now ! "  I  cry,  and  in  the  fish  comes,  the  gut  of  the 
hook  breaking  at  the  same  moment,  quite  worn 
through;  Obsequies  follow.  A  fine  female  fish,  look- 
ing lovely  with  her  spotted  back  and  golden  flanks. 

It  is  getting  late,  but  we  have  had  a  nice  day's 
sport :  twenty-two  loch  trout,  a  few  small  ones, 
and  the  beauty.  I  reached  home  very  tired  but 
very  happy.  Next  morning  I  weighed  my  fish, 
which  turned  the  scale  at  6^lb.  There  are  lots 
more  of  the  same,  of  that  I  am  sure.  I  would 
sooner  have  one  on  a  twelve  foot  rod  than  a  15lb. 
salmon  on  a  sixteen  foot,  and  I've  had  both. 

Loch  Langavat  and  the  other  grand  sporting 
waters  of  South  Harris  have  hitherto  been  strictly 
preserved,  but  they  can  now  be  fished  by  staying 
at  Rodel  House  or  Finsbay  Lodge,  the  tenants  of 
which  are  the  Hebridean  Sporting  Association, 
Limited.  ELit  BLAiRi 
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THE  KIEBYMOOESIDE  DISTEICT 
(YOEKS). 
By  an  Anguno  Gyclistj 


The  country  round  Kirbymooraide  is  both 
beautiful  and  interesting,  and  though  I  have 
frequently  visited  it,  custom  has  not  staled  its 
many  charms;  A  chat  with  the  station-master 
revealed  the  fact  that  south-country  anglers  are 
not  much  seen  in  the  district.  Those  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  to  whom  it  is  a  terra  incognita, 
who  are  content  with  moorland  trout,  and  like  to 
vary  their  holiday  by  exploring  afoot  or  awheel^ 
might  well  make  Kirby  their  headquartersj  A 
'*  rambling  "  account  of  my  last  visit  may  possibly 
be  of  interest  to  suchj 

Having  only  a  few  days  to  spare  I  left  for  Thirsk 
late  on  a  Saturday  night  in  order  to  ride  thence  to 
Kirby  on  Sunday  (there  are  no  trains  on  the 
Sabbath),  and  get  an  early  start  at  the  trout  on 
the  following  mornings  The  town  is  a  mile  from 
the  station,  and  it  was  a  relief  to  be  recommended 
by  the  station  inspector  to  put  up  at  the  inn  close 
at  hand.  It  was  quite  satisfactory,  being  perfectly 
clean,  which  an  occasional  experience  of  beds 
possessing  a  numerous  fauna  has  convinced  me  is 
the  chief  desideratum  in  country  inns.  Breakfast 
— ham  and  eggs,  of  course,'  You  generally  get  it 
good  in  Yorkshire ;  they  have  a  reputation  to  keep 
up.  And  what  mighty  meals  some  of  these  York- 
shire farmers  must  eat !  When  on  a  cycling  tour, 
a  friend  and  I  breakfasted  at  an  inn  at  Stokesley, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  moors;  A  large  meat-dish 
appeared,  piled  up  with  huge  slabs  of  first-rate 
ham  over  an  inch  thick.  After  receiving  an 
astonished  disclaimer  to  an  innocent  inquiry 
regarding  a  supposed  large  party  coming  to  share 
our  meal,  it  gradually  dawned  upon  us  that  the 
pile  was  merely  breakfast  for  two.  We  reckoned 
ourselves  pretty  good  trencher-men,  but  the  sight  of 
it  fairly  filled  us  with  awe.  After  staring  at  it 
apprehensively,  my  friend,  muttering  that  he 
"couldn't  stand  this,"  hastily  divided  a  slab 
between  us  and  put  the  dish  out  of  sight  on  the 
sideboard; 

My  Gladstone  having  been  sent  to  the  station,  I 
mounted  my  machine,  encumbered  with  fishing 
rod  and  bag,  and  made  a  leisurely  start  to  meet 
my  friend  Bob,  who  was  to  arrive  at  Darlington 
by  the  11.3  a.m.  express.  Leaving  Thirsk  by  an 
excellent  road  (one  branch  of  the  Great  North- 
road),  a  likely-looking  stream  (the  Codbeck)  caught 
my  eye,  and,  like  no  doubt  any  other  angler,  I  was 
at  once  seized  with  a  desire  to  wet  a  line  therein. 
A  breeze  from  the  south-west  made  fifteen  miles 
an  hour  very  easy  going,  and  nine  miles  of  pleasant 
country  brought  me  into  the  main  street  of 
Northallerton.  Having  plenty  of  time  I  turned 
in  at  a  posting-house  of  the  real  old  kind;  A  chat 
in  the  bar  with  an  old  gentleman,  who  it  appeared 
was  from  my  native  Midland  town,  whiled  away  a 
half-hour;  During  a  discussion  on  the  probable 
effect  of  motoring  on  the  prosperity  of  the  coaching 
inns,  I  mentioned  an  experience  of  twelve  years 
ago;  When  at  Edensor,  in  Derbyshire,  an  inn- 
keeper asked  me,  none  too  politely,  not  to  stand 
my  bicycle  in  front  of  what  he  would  call  his 

hotel,"  evidently  fearing  his  house  would  lose 
caste.  Needless  to  say  this  was  before  cycling 
became  fashionable; 

Arriving  at  the  tenth  milestone  from  Darlington, 
I  dismounted  and  filled  a  pipe,  reckoning  that, 
allowing  for  adverse  wind,  etc..  Bob  should  arrive 
at  12.25;  When  he  appeared,  eight  minutes  late, 
I  really  felt  justified  in  demanding  an  explanation; 
To  avoid  retracing  the  fifteen  miles  to  Thirsk  on 
the  same  road,  we  cut  across  country  in  order  to 
Btrike  the  high  road  from  Yarm.  Dinner  being 
impracticable,  a  halt  was  called  for  bread  and 
cheese  at  a  village  inn  rejoicing  in  the  euphonious 
title  of  the  Cat  and  Bagpipes.  Turning  into  the 
high  road,  which  runs  at  the  foot  of  the  picturesque 
Cleveland  Hills,  our  troubles  began.  The  wind 
had  risen  and  whistled  up  the  road,  raising  clouds 
of  dust,  and  the  eleven  miles  or  so  into  Thirsk 
savoured  much  of  labour  and  sorrow.  Arrived  at 
the  town  it  appeared  desirable  to  settle  the  dust. 
But  here  was  a  Sunday  closing  difficulty;  I  had 
slept  there  and  ridden  up  the  main  street,  and  had 
an  objection  to  appearing  in  a  police-court.  The 
only  safety  lay  in  a  pub  at  the  back  of  the  town; 
But,  alas  I  the  cleanest  looking  turned  out  to  be  a 
veritable  tramp's  kitchen,    A  glimpse  of  a  table 


surrounded  by  a  hilarious,  unwashed,  Harry  Furniss 
Pear's-soap-advertisement-kind-of-looking  crowd, 
was  enough;    We  fled  incontinently; 

Now,  reader,  you  may  say  that  all  this  might 
be  suitable  for  a  cycling  journal,  but  what  has  it 
got  to  do  with  fishing  ?  Well,  T  may  as  well  let  the 
cat  out  of  the  bag — I  nearly  said  bagpipes— at  once; 
The  fact  is  I  have  very  little  to  say  about  the  fishing; 
There  is  plenty  of  it  and  good,  and  is  it  not  written 
in  Tom  Bradley's  guide  to  the  Yorkshire  rivers  ? 
Let  me  try  to  interest  you  in  the  coimtry  instead. 
Moreover,  unlike  some  anglers,  nothing  extra- 
ordinary seems  to  happen  when  I  go  a-fishing; 
Why  don't  /  rise  and  play  a  swallow  when  fly 
fishing,  or  land  a  101b.  pike  on  a  roach  tackle 
baited  with  paste;  Ah,  well !  it  is  my  misfortune 
and  not  my  fault;  So  let  me  resume,  having  cleared 
the  way  and  left  nothing  to  be  expected  in  the  way 
of  angling  tit- bits. 

Leaving  Thirsk  we  at  last  got  the  wind  full 
astern,  and  a  most  enjoyable  ride  we  had.  Sutton 
was  soon  reached — a  charming  village  with  a  beck 
running  through,  and  sheltering  in  a  beautiful 
situation  at  the  foot  of  the  towering  Hambleton 
Hills.     Here  Bob  punctured,  and  we  therefore 
decided  on  ordering  tea,  and  mending  the  tyre 
while  waiting  for  it,  mindful  of  the  extraordinary 
time  usually  required  to  boil  a  kettle  at  the  average 
inn.    At  the  first  tavern  we  were  put  off  by  an 
explanation  that  the  baby  had  the  measles;  The 
other  one  was  in  a  convalescent  state  after  under- 
going a  severe  operation,  the  roof  having  been 
removed;    The  landlady  proved  conclusively  by 
ocular  demonstration  that,  as  there  was  no  furniture 
in  the  house,  tea  would  have  to  be  served  on  the 
floor;    However,  we  induced  a  cottager's  wife  to 
oblige  us,  and  ere  the  repair  was  completed  received 
a  welcome  summons.    After  a  wash  at  the  pump 
we  fell  to  with  hearty  appetites,  and  each  disposed 
of  two  eggs,  cake,  etc.,  for  the  modest  sum  of  6d. 
We .  left   feeling   fully  fortified    to  tackle  the 
tremendous   "  bank "  frowning  in  front  of  us. 
Before  reaching  it  we  experienced  a  deception 
familiar  to  cyclists  when  approaching  a  very  steep 
hill — that  is,  the  road  when  really  rising  actually 
appeared  to  be  a  down  slope,  though  our  legs  told 
a  different  tale.    The  bank  took  about  twenty 
minutes  of  very  stiff  walking,  and  no  wonder,  as 
much  of  the  slope  is  about  one  in  five,  while 
the  road,  cut  out  of  the  rock,  zigzags  quite  in 
mountain  style.     From  the  top  the  magnificent 
view  fully  repays  the  climb;     On  the  left  the 
precipitous  rocks  are  crowned  with  woods,  on  the 
right  a  promontory  juts  out.    Below  the  village 
nestles  against  a  slope,  behind  which,  encircled 
by  hills,   the  waters  of  a  natural  tarn.  Lake 
Gormirte,  mirror  the  blue  of  the  sky.    Beyond,  the 
Vale  of  York  stretches  out,  a  vast  plain  dotted 
with  trees  and  bounded  by  the  Pennines,  among 
which,    forty    miles    away,    Penygent  stands 
prominent.    The  lake,  I  understand,  is  extremely 
deep  (bottomless,  of  course,  according  to  local 
tradition),  and  holds  perch;    Sheltered  on  every 
side,  it  would  be  a  delightful  place  to  fish;  But 
we  must  be  getting  along;    The  rest  of  the  way  to 
Rievaulx,  through  Scawton,  about  five  and  a-half 
miles,  is  all  down  hilL    The  road  is  not  good, 
Passing  the  Hambleton  Hotel,  with  its  pine  woods, 
a  fine  expanse  of  purple  moorland  is  seen  in  the 
distance.    Ere  long  we  descend  into  the  beautiful 
wooded  valley  of  the  Rye,  a  most  attractive- looking 
trout  stream.    It  can  be  fished  above  the  bridge 
by  Lord  Feversham's  ticket,  but  below  is  strictly 
preserved;    At  Rievaulx  village  we  halted  while 
Bob  inspected  the  fine  ruins  of  the  abbey.  They 
were    knowing  fellows,   those  old  monks,  and 
managed  to  get  hold  of  the  most  delightfully 
sheltered  spots,  with  the  necessary  provision  for 
Friday's  fast;    By  the  way,  I  wonder  what  kind  of 
fishing-tackle  was  in  vogue  in  the  thirteenth 
century  ?     Here  the  monastery  is  situated  at  a 
bend  of  the  river,  and  its  grey  ruins,  the  steep, 
tree-covered    slopes,   and  the    brown,  hurrying 
waters  of  the  Rye  form  a  truly  charming  picture. 
Lighting  my  pipe,  I  fell  into  a  reverie  in  which  the 
wheel  of  time  was  turned  back  six  hundred  years, 
the  sweet  notes  of  the  vesper  bell  echoed  across  the 
dale,  and  the  monks  with  bent  heads  were  filing  in 
to  prayers;    But  my  dreams  were  rudely  shattered 
by  a  prod  in  the  back  from  Bob,  with  the  remark 
that  he  "Guessed  it  was  time  to  make  tracks.'' 
Another  steep  bank,  and  two  miles  down  hill  brings 
us  into  Helmsley,  a  very  nice,  clean  little  market- 
town,  and  a  good  angling  centre;    The  remaining 
five  miles  to  Kirby  were  covered  at  a  lively  paoej 


Now  I  would  strongly  advise  any  angler  whOk 
meditates  visiting  Helmsley  or  Kirbymoorsidcfl 
and  who  is  fond  of  cycling  or  long  walks,  to  trcuM 
to  Thirsk  and  take  the  road  thence  via  RievaulsB 
The  distance  to  Kirby  is  about  nineteen  mileS 
The  moorland  part  of  the  road,  being  mended  ^idfl 
limestone,  gets  a  bit  "slaape,"-  to  use  the  ver^ 
nacular,  and  is  unpleasant  riding  in  wet  weatherj 
After  leaving  the  abbey,  Helmsley  may  be  reached 
by  an  alternative  route  through  Duncombe  Park; 

At  Kirby  the  White  Horse  and  King's  Head  are 
good  inns.  At  the  latter  tickets  for  Lord  Fever- 
sham's  waters  are  issued;  The  charge  is  practi- 
cally nominal,  being  one  shilling  per  week,  and 
includes  three  streams,  the  Hodge,  the  Dove  abova 
Lowna  Bridge,  and  the  Riccall  below  Harome.  A 
trout  licence  (one  shilling  per  annum)  is  necessary, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  the  post  office;  We  gob 
apartments  at  Mrs.  Coverdale's  (C.T.C;  head- 
quarters) ;  the  cooking  was  very  satisfactory,  and 
the  terms  extremely  moderate. 

The  night  was  cold'  and  fine,  and  we  retired  to 
roost  with  little  hope  of  the  much-needed  rainj 
The  following  morning  found  us  en  route  for 
Sleightholmdale.  To  walk  takes  about  an  hour^ 
but  with  a  bicycle  it  can  be  done  in  about  half  tha- 
time;  Anyone  walking  had  better  make  inquiries^ 
as  the  shortest  way  is  difficult  to  explain.  Perhaps 
the  best  way  for  a  cyclist  is  to  make  for  Fadmoor,( 
turn  to  the  left  just  before  reaching  the  village, 
then  take  the  first  on  the  right  (planted  with 
young  trees)  which  runs  into  a  green  lane.  Turn 
to  the  left  and  follow  the  green  lane  down  through 
the  woods  to  Hold  Cauldron  Mill,  a  good  place  to 
leave  the  machine.  Moreover,  we  found  the 
sawyer's  wife  willing  to  make  tea; 

As  for  the  fishing  the  least  said  the  better;  On 
this  occasion  it  was  most  disappointing,  only  about 
seven  brace  between  us.  We  whipped  the  stream 
industriously  all  the  morning,  ate  our  sandwiches, 
and  sat  and  smoked  awhile  in  unrealised  hopes  of 
better  things  in  the  afternoon.  The  beginning  of 
May  is  too  early  for  these  becks.  June  is  a  far 
better  month.  Also  rain  was  badly  wan  ted ;  the 
water  was  low  and  clear  as  crystal.  Finally,  it 
was  too  cold;  The  trout  refused  to  rise,  and  during 
our  three  days'  fishing  we j  only r  averaged  half  a 
dozen  a  day  apiece.  Through  the  kindness  of  a 
friend  we  had  a  day  on  the  Severn  Beck  above 
Appleton-le-Moors;  This  private  water  was  practi- 
cally unfished,  but  no  better  luck  was  experiencedi 
It  is  a  dehghtful  stream,  with  enough  trees  to  give 
it  beauty  without  interfering  with  sport.  Lilies  of 
the  valley  and  daffodils  abound  on  the  banks.  By 
five  o'clock  it  was  painfully  evident  that  nothing 
further  could  be  expected,  and  we  returned  to 
Kirby,  where  we  passed  a  very  pleasant  evening  with 
our  friend  and  his  wifej  Our  host's  record  bag  on 
the  above  stream  was  eighty  trout  in  a  day.  We 
were  much  interested  in  his  remarkable  collection 
of  old  furniture  and  china — the  rooms  were  full  of 
antique,  from  a  Sevres  vase  to  a  warming-pan. 

Enough  of  this  particular,  and  from  an  angling 
point  of  view  exceptional,  visit.  I  will  conclude 
with  a  few  remarks  about  the  different  streams; 

The  steep  sides  of  Sleigtholmdale  are  at  the 
lower  end  covered  with  woods,  carpeted  in  spring 
with  anemones,  primroses,  violets,  and  Ulies  of  the 
valley.  The  picture  presented  by  the  mill  and 
the  Cauldron,  a  deep,  rocky  pool,  headed  by  a  Uttle 
waterfall  (the  home  of  the  water-ouzel),  would 
delight  any  artist.  The  Cauldron  is  said  to  hold 
some  good  fish,  which  never  take  the  fly ;  probably 
a  spinning  minnow  (which  is  allowed)  would 
account  for  them;  For  a  few  hundred  yards  above 
the  water  is  still  and  glassy,  and  therefore  best  left 
alone ;  with  fish  of  about  four  or  five  to  the  pound, 
manipulating  a  dry  fly  would  be  waste  of  time. 
Above  this  it  is  best  to  walk  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  through  the  wood,  as  the  trees  overhang  the 
beck  too  thickly.  After  this  the  Hodge  can  be 
fished  at  occasional  spots  from  the  bank,  and  it  is 
possible  to  make  good  bags  thus,  but  waders  should 
most  decidedly  be  used.  About  a  mile  up  are 
some  nice  open  pools,  the  beck  getting  less  densely 
wooded  as  you  ascend.  Below  the  Cauldron  most 
of  the  water,  seized  by  a  fit  of  shyness,  sinks  and 
travels  through  underground  fissures  dissolved  out 
of  the  limestone,  reappearing  two  miles  below; 
Most  of  the  streams  in  the  district  are  liable  to 
these  exhibitions  of  modesty;  If  any  trout  has 
made  the  subterranean  journey,  no  doubt  he  would 
have  strange  experiences  to  relate  of  his  twopenny- 
tube  exploit; 
The  bushes  prevent  the  stock  of  fish  being  unduly 
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reduced,  and  the  fishing  seema  to  vary  little  from 
year  to  year.  It  must  be  admitted  that  to  a  bank 
fisher  they  are  often  very  trying.-  On  this  stream 
I  made  my  earliest  efforts  with  the  fly,  and  to  one 
brought  up  in  an  atmosphere  of  Nottingham  float- 
fishing  the  change  was  a  revelation^  I  shudder  to 
think  of  the  dozens  of  flies  with  which  the  bushes 
were  ornamented,  and  the  innumerable  tangles 
which  brought  me  to  a  state  of  exasperation  too 
deep  for  words. 

Of  the  fishing  in  the  Dove  in  Famdale  above 
Lowna  Bridge  (below  is  private)  I  am  not  qualified 
to  speak.  Lovers  of  scenery  will  find  Gillamoor 
well  worth  a  visit;  Immediately  after  leaving  the 
village  a  turn  in  the  road  presents  a  fine  moorland 
view,  called  the  Surprise;  some  consider  it  the 
finest  in  the  county,  though  with  this  I  do  not 
agree.  There  is  a  grand  pool  a  short  distance 
above  the  mill-dam,  but  useless  without  stockings ; 
then  follows  a  stretch  which  is  unfishable  owing 
to  the  bushes  meeting  overhead.  Beyond  this 
there  are  still  many  trees,  and  the  moor  comes  so 
sharply  down  to  the  water  that  anything  but  a 
steeple  cast  is  impossible  to  a  bank  angler.  On 
the  occasion  when  I  visited  it  I  did  not  go  more  than 
about  a  mile  up,  but  getting  disheartened  struck 
across  to  the  Hodgej  I  am  told  that  it  is  fairly 
open  higher  up,  and  that  the  dale  possesses  a 
champion  angler  who  has  taken  on  a  favourable 
occasion  his  100  trout  a  day  without  wading.- 

Below  Kirby  Mills  (about  one  mile  from  the 
town)  the  fishing  in  the  Dove  now  belongs  to  a 
club.  Tickets,  23.  6d.  per  day,  and  7s.  6d.  per 
week,  from  the  tackleists.  The  trout,  though  not 
BO  numerous  as  in  the  Hodge,  run  larger,  and  the 
grayling  fishing  in  the  autumn  is  excellent.  The 
country  is  of  the  level,  quietly  pretty  order,  and 
one  misses  the  charm  of  the  moorlands.  The  fishing 
is  easy  as  bushes  give  little  trouble.  The  numerous 
still  pools  are  best  fished  with  the  dry  fly.  Some 
of  them  are  deep.  It  is  well  to  be  provided  with 
liquid  refreshment,  as  without  leaving  the  stream 
difficulty  will  probably  be  experienced  in  getting  tea. 

With  regard  to  rods,  9ft.  is  plenty  long  enough, 
%\it.  is  generally  better,  and  as  for  flies  my 
experience  is  that  the  trout  are  not  at  all  particular. 
The  local  anglers  do  not  appear  to  make  much  use 
'  of  the  typical  Yorkshire  patterns,  such  as  Snipe 
and  Purple,  Fogblack,  Orange  Partridge,  etc.,  but 
seem  to  favour  very  gaudy  winged  fliesj  Finally, 
let  me  add  that  Mr.  Frank,  manager  of  Barclay's 
Bank,  knows  all  the  waters  intimately,  and  is 
always  ready  to  impart  his  knowledge  to  visitors ; 
and  being  fond  of  eating  as  well  as  catching  trout, 
subscribe  myself  Esox^ 


WATEE-SPIDEES  AND 
WATEE-WOKMS.* 

CHAPTER  'KN.—continuedi 

Among  the  Nematoids  is  sometimes  classed  the 
;    interesting  animal  known  as   the  Hair  Worm 
I    {Gordius  aquaticus).    This  curious  creature  has  at 
!    different  times  given  rise  to  some  extraordinary 
'    theories  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  eels.    I  have  more 
•  than  once,  in  common  with  many  others,  heard  it 
gravely  stated  that  when  the  hair  from  a  horse's  tail 
falls  into  a  pond  it  will,  after  a  certain  amount  of 
soaking,  become  endowed  with  life,  and  take  the 
form  of  the  Hair  Worm,  which  in  time,  under 
favourable  circumstances,  develops  into  the  ordi- 
nary eeL    O.  aquaticxis  is  so  long — being  sometimes 
i    as  much  as  lOin.  in  length  and  not  half  a  line  in 
!    thickness — and  it  has  a  habit,  when  being  held 
'    between  the  fingers,  of  becoming  perfectly  rigid, 
I    after  it  has  tied  itself  into  an  apparently  unravel- 
lable  knot,  that  the  rustic  seems  to  have  some 
!    excuse  for  imagining  it  to  be  an  animated  horsehair. 
.    The  male  Hair  Worm  may  be  distinguished  from 
\    the  female  by  its  forked,  or  bifid,  tail.  The  head-end 
I    of  both  the  sexes  is  round.    These  creatures  seem 
I    to  have  no  mouth,  and  appear  to  obtain  what 
(    nourishment  they  require  by  absorption  through 
>    the  skin.    Their  power  of  resisting  the  ill-effects  of 
'    drought  is  so  great  that  they  may  be  taken  out  of 
j    the  water  and  exposed  for  some  hours  to  the  scorch- 
I    ing  rays  of  the  sun,  until  they  look  as  if  they  were 
quite  dead  and  dried  up  into  almost  nothing,  and 
I    then  when  returned  to  the  aquarium  or  pond  they 

J  *  From  Treah-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Kev. 
t  ^.^9^  ^-  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
I    Fishing  Oazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr,  Upcott 


will  soon  regain  both  the  life  they  seemed  to  have 
lost  and  their  former  activity.;  They  swim  in  a 
most  graceful  eel-like  maimer.  Hair  Worms  are 
oviparous,  and  deposit  their  eggs  in  strings.- 

O.  aquaticus  is  an  entozoon — that  is,  it  spends 
some  portion  of  its  life  within  some  other  animal. 
When  a  beetle,  for  instance,  has  fallen  by  accident 
into  water,  or  has  been  driven  there  by  instinct,  a 
Hair  Worm  will  sometimes  be  seen  emerging  from 
the  unfortunate  creature,  having  been  for  long  its 
unwilling  host.  Hair  Worms  may  occasionally  be 
seen  in  great  numbers  swimming  about  the  shal- 
lowest parts  of  rivers  and  ponds,  or  entwining  them- 
selves among  the  aquatic  weeds  growing  there. 

The  aquarium-keeper  during  his  hunts  for  aquatic 
animals  frequently  finds  certain  little  fluke-like 
creatures  crawUng  over  or  clinging  to  the  mud, 
weeds,  or  stones  of  the  water.  These  animals  are 
known  as  Planarian  Worms.  They  may  be  found 
during  any  season  of  the  year  and  in  nearly  every 
pond,  lake,  or  slow-running  stream.  They  are  of 
various  colours.  There  is,  for  instance,  a  white 
species  (Planaria  lactea),  a  brown  (P.-  hrunnea),  and 
a  grey  (P.  torva) ;  but  the  commonest  of  all  is  the 
Black  Planarian  (Polycelis  nigra).  These  worms 
have  soft  and  gelatinous  bodies,  which  quickly  de- 
compose after  death.  The  Planariae  are  both 
interesting  and  useful  in  the  aquarium.  They  are 
interesting  principally  because  they  have  the  power 
of  reproducing  lost  parts  of  their  bodies,  and  also 
because  even  their  number  may  be  increased  by 
cutting  them  in  half ;  and  they  are  useful  because 
in  feeding  upon  dead  animal  matter  they  perform 
the  duties  of  excellent  scavengers.  They  are  able, 
in  common  with  some  of  the  univalves,  to  support 
themselves  in  the  water  by  what  may  be  called  a 
mucous  thread.  These  creatures  are  oviparous,  but 
the  young  remain  affixed  to  their  parent's  body  for 
some  time  after  they  are  hatched-  Planarian 
Worms  will  live  for  a  long  time  in  the  aquarium, 
where  I  have  never  known  them  do  any  harm.  They 
wiU  sometimes,  however,  attack  a  diseased  fish. 
The  largest  of  these  animals  is  perhaps  P.  lactea, 
which  will  sometimes,  when  well  extended,  measure 
nearly  lin.  in  length.  The  Planariae,  on  being 
touched,  either  contract  and  harden  themselves,  or 
let  go  of  that  to  which  they  are  clinging  and  sink  in 
the  water.  They  progress  by  gliding  evenly  over  the 
stones,  weeds,  or  mud. 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

Fresh-Water  Crustaceans^ 

The  fresh-water  Qrayfish  [Astacus  fluviatilis) 
(Fig.  186)  is  a  very  interesting  creature  in  an 
aquarium.  The  aquarium,  however,  should  not 
only  be  arranged  especially  for  it,  but  it  must  also 
be  given  up  to  the  animal's  use  entirely.  Any 
companion,  except  one  of  its  own  species,  it  would 


Fig.  186.   Common  River  Crayfish 
{Astacus  rLUviAiiLis). 


be  almost  certain  to  either  eat  or  hurt.  A  tank 
intended  for  a  pair  of  Crayfish  ought  to  be  about 
2ft.  long  by  1ft.  or  more  broad.  The  bottom  of 
this  vessel  should  be  covered  with  well-washed 
gravel  and  large  stones,  the  latter  so  placed  that 
there  will  be  an  island  on  to  which  the  Cra3rfish  can 
climb  and  retreats  into  which  they  can  retire.  The 
water  need  not  be  more  than  4in.  deep.  It  will  not 
be  wise  to  introduce  any  aquatic  plants,  for  the 
Crayfish  would  destroy  them  all.  These  creatures 
while  in  captivity  will  eat  raw  meat,  tadpoles,  dead 
fish,  molluscs,  garden-worms— in  fact,  almost  any- 
thing of  an  animal  nature.  No  food  should  be  left 
in  the  aquarium  which  the  Crayfish  have  refused  to 
eat ;  but  notwithstanding  all  care  in  this  respect, 
the  water  will  require  changing  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  a  very  interesting  sight  to  watch  these 
creatures  cast  their  shells.    This  exuviation  is 


necessary,  for  tho  armour  of  crustaceans  does  not 
stretch  as  the  animals  grow.-  For  some  days 
previous  to  this  important  operation  'Crajrfish  lose 
their  usually  very  keen  appetites,  and  appear  to 
take  no  food  at  all.  This  fasting  causes  the  body 
to  shrink,  and  thus  the  moult  is  faciUtatei  Tho 
casting  of  the  shell  takes  about  half  an  hour,  and 
after  it  is  cast  tho  animal  is  very  exhausted — so 
much  so  indeed  that  occasionally  it  dies,  especially 
when  the  exuviation  takes  place  while  the  creature 
is  in  captivity;  The  moulting  is  particularly  com- 
plete, even  to  the  eyes,  antennas,  and  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  stomach;  • 

Crayfish  will  sometimes  breed  in  confinementj 
UnUke  most  of  their  relatives,  the  yovmg,  when  they 
leave  the  eggs — for  Crayfish  are  oviparous — very 
much  resemble  their  parents;  Crayfish  inhabit  the 
rivers  of  different  parts  of  England,  particularly 
those  which  have  unusually  gravelly  and  rocky 
bottoms,  and  are  fond  of  hiding  in  holes  in  the 
banks  or  among  the  rocks  and  stones.  They  are 
generally  caught  by  means  of  nets  in  which  pieces 
of  raw  meat  have  been  placed.- 

A  Crajrfish  may  be  described  as  a  small  fresh- 
water lobster  of  a  green  colour.  When  taken  out 
of  the  water  and  held  in  the  fingers  it  flaps  its  tail 
with  great  vigour.  Astaci  should  not  be  carried 
from  place  to  place  in  water,  but  in  damp  water- 
weeds.    Crayfish  are  very  destructive  to  fish  spawns 

{To  be  continued.) 


CASUAL  CASTS. 


That  fishes  are  very  ductile  in  the  matter  of 
education  or  instruction  is,  alas !  only  too  obvious 
to  mortal  men  devoid  of  observation,  which  anglers 
are  not^  Pet  trout — as  in  streams  flowing  through 
public  grounds — familiar  with  accost  and  over- 
looking, accustomed  to  be  fed,  and  never  offered 
simulated  and  hamate  lures,  become  so  tame  that 
they  are  as  gentle  as  fostered  ducks  or  protected 
swans.  They  do  not  avoid  the  human  form,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  approach  it,  and  receive  from  it 
bread,  biscuit,  worm,  and  other  provender.  In 
feeding  these  domesticated  fario  the  angler  may 
learn  much  of  their  customary  demeanour  to  his 
future  profit  when  minded  to  seduce  their  wilder 
congeners.  On  the  other  hand,  the  much-  an  gled-f  or 
trout  of  British  waters  has  become  so  wary,  as  the 
result  of  the  schooling  of  an  army  of  rodsmen,  that 
they  flee  at  the  first  sign  of  a  waving  arm,  and  are 
difficult  of  access,  let  alone  capture. 

It  is,  therefore,  yearly  and  daily  more  important 
for  the  angler  in  home  waters  to  try  and  discover 
haunts  of  trout  that  are  not  constantly  harried  by 
fishermen,  and  perennially  trained  to  avoid  artificial 
fly,  spinning  minnow,  worm,  fem-web,  or  what 
not  engines  of  apprehension;  How  difficult  this  is, 
for  the  generality  of  fishermen,  must  be  apparent 
when  it  is  considered  that  limited  lengths  of  trout 
streams  are  let  for  considerable  sums,  that  angling 
clubs  and  associations  stud  the  land,  and  that 
trout  Uoences  are  annually  taken  out  by  the 
thousand  in  this  county,  and  even  in  that  locality. 

One  may,  then,  well  rejoice  in  the  pleasing 
results  of  casual  casts  in  sundry  unhkely  places, 
some  of  which  are  herewith  recorded. 

Adown  the  so-called  "Golden  Valley"  (whereby 
hang  fables)  there  flows  a  pretty  streamlet  con- 
taining trout,  a  few  of  which  are  to  be  taken  by  the 
fly  fisher,  immediately  after  a  good  soak  of  rain  and 
its  consequent  flushing;  Wandering  down  the  upper 
part  of  this  hollow,  an  angler,  faring  but  poorly, 
casually  dropped  his  stretcher  (a  Red  Spinner)  into 
a  ditch,  but  some  dozen  yards  back  from  the  rivulet 
into  which  it  led.  It  was  not  a  conduit,  a  leat. 
or  a  tributary  tricklet,  but  a  mere  drain,  less  than 
two  feet  in  width;  To  cast  the  fly  into  this  absurd 
ditch  was  a  niggUng  performance,  none  too  neatly 
executed,  but  it  was  accompUshed.  A  good  trout, 
scahng  lib.,  was  successfully  extracted.  Trying 
again,  further  up,  and  further  stiU,  other  fish  were 
kiUed,  including  specimens  of  fib;  and  ^Ib.  As 
regards  ponderosity,  the  drain  proved  far  more 
productive  in  eight  minutes  than  did  the  main 
water— the  "river"- in  as  many  hours. 

Again,  strolhng  over  Exmoor,  bound  for  the 
higher  waters  of  the  Barle  and  its  tributaries,  the 
same  angler  put  up  his  rod  and  tackle,  and  in- 
sinuated his  tail  fly  into  certain  rhenes,  or  irrigating 
channels,  above  cultivated  patches  of  moorland 
meadow  land.  These  tricklets,  ruddy  then  with 
peat- water,  varied  in  width  from  one  foot  to  eighteen 
inches,  and  were  undulating.    The  casting  (such  as 
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it  was)  was  most  diflBcult,  owing  to  the  growth  of 
sedge,  rush,  and  cotton-grass;  But  when  the  fly 
was  introduced,  not  infrequently  came  out  quarter 
and  half-pounders. 

Later  still  our  subject  gazed,  late  one  afternoon, 
upon  a  mill  pond,  in  an  unfrequented  region  of 
Salop — in  the  Albrighton  country.  Trout  were 
rising.  The  miller  came  out.  "  May  I  try  and 
catch  a  few  of  those  fish?"  "Try  to  ketch 'em 
and  welcome,  but  you  bain't  a-goin'  to  succeeds 
Others  have  tried  before  'ee — good  men."  Exit 
miller.  Now  these  somewhat  primitive  fish  were 
famiUar  with  good  men's  worms  at  the  end  of  poles 
and  bull-heads  on  night  lines.  But,  like  the  miller, 
they  had  never  seen  an  artificial  fly  nor  yet  a  make- 
believe  minnow.  A  breeze  of  evening  rufiled  the 
pool.  The  angler,  standing  well  behind  a  screen  of 
alder-bushes,  put  forth  a  dun  fly.  Flop !  whizz ! — 
a  pounder.  Several  nice  trout  succumbed  to  the 
dun,  and,  later,  to  a  Goachman.  The  next  evening, 
a  Totnes  minnow  accounted  for  half  a  dozen 
"whoppers.'!  The  miller  said,  Well,  well !  Who- 
ever 'ould  'a  thought  it  ?  "- 

Only  the  other  day  the  writer  was  piscatorially 
placed  in  the  southern  extremities  of  the  fair  and 
most  usefully  irriguous  county  of  Devon.  He 
found  many  lovely  rivers  and  rivulets,  perpetually 
haunted  by  (for  the  time  being)  unlovely  brethren 
of  the  angle.  Then,  by  circuitous  and  involved 
procedure,  he  obtained  permission  to  throw  a  line 
upon  three  streamlets,  unnamed,  and  virtually 
unknown,  but  rarely  fished,  which  pursued  a  prac- 
tically parallel  course,  not  far  apart,  from  the  same 
watershed  to  the  same  sea.  These  sister  brooks, 
short,  shallowish,  and  devious,  are  all  of  the  same 
character  —  here,  open  and  prattUng ;  there, 
meandering  slowly  through  boggy  expanses; 
yonder,  broken  by  miniature  cascades ;  in  places, 
flowing  beneath  impenetrable  arcades  of  boscage. 
After  drought,  they  are  shrunken,  and,  though  not, 
of  course,  fishJess,  unfishable.  After  a  good  flush 
they  were  found  to  provide  a  certain  amount  of 
not  despicable  sport.  Catching  them  "  right,"  the 
angler  perambulated  these  streams :  walked  and 
toiled  much;  stooped,  kneeled,  crouched,  and 
crawled  not  a  httle  ;  bush-fought  occasionally ;  cast 
frequently  without  result — the  stock  of  fario  being 
scanty — yet  now  and  again  was  rewarded  by  the 
nicking  of  a  fishUng,  herring-sized  and  more.  There 
were  also  creeled  a  few  nice  peal.  Now  all  the  fish 
above  referred  to  were  unaccustomed  to  be  angled 
for;  hence  these  casual  casts  resulted  as  happily 
as  they  did  in  very  truth.  J.:  R.  R. 


FLY-FISHING  ON  SOME  OF  THE 
SOUTHEEN  CHALK  STEEAMS. 
By  H.  S.  HALLi 

[Ml'.'  H.'  S.-  Hall  has  kindly  given  me  permission 
to  reprint  his  charming  articles  which  appeared 
over  twenty  years  ago  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  when 
dry  fly  fishing  was  in  its  infancy. — R.  B.  M.] 


PART  I. 

"  Oh,  sir,  'tis  not  to  be  questioned  but  that  it  is 
an  Art,  and  an  Art  worth  your  learning." — -Walton. 

That  different  rivers  require  different  styles  of 
fishing,  and  that  the  highest  art  as  practised  in  one 
locality  is  often  almost  useless  in  another,  may  now 
be  laid  down  as  axioms  recognised  by  most  anglers 
of  experience.  It  is  quite  as  much  so  in  fly-fishing  as 
in  any  other  branch  of  the  art,  but  to  what  extent 
this  difference  may  exist  in  different  streams  is  often 
only  found  out  by  the  angler's  bitter  experience  of 
empty  baskets  and  disappointed  hopes  when  he  first 
visits  a  new  locahty.  For  many  years  my  notions 
of  fly-fishing,  picked  up  partly  in  Wales  and  Scot- 
land, and  partly  in  Derbyshire  and  other  Midland 
counties,  served  me  fairly  well  wherever  I  went.  I 
could  generally  pass  muster  among  other  anglers 
whom  I  met  by  riverside,  and  I  had  by  degrees  come 
to  put  great  faith  in  certain  patterns,  with  which  my 
book  was  well  stored,  and  which  I  fondly  believed 
would  kill  trout  in  any  stream  in  the  kingdom. 
But  I  really  knew  very  little  of  scientific  fly-fishing, 
and  I  first  discovered  my  ignorance  in  the  following 
way  : — About  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  the  accounts 
in  the  Field  about  the  fishing  in  the  Itchen  and  Test 
attracted  my  attention,  and  the  frequent  mention 
of  big^fish  made  mo  eager  to  try  my  luck  amongst 
them.  Eventually,  I  found  my  way  to  Winchester, 
and  took  a  ticket  on  John  Hammond's  lengthy  I 


remember  well  the  bitter  cold  April  day  when 
Hammond  showed  me  over  the  water — the  "  Old 
Barge "  stream  and  mill-pond  "below  the  town. 
There  wasn't  a  fish  stirring,  the  water  was  as  clear 
as  crystal,  weeds  were  plainly  visible  in  all  direc- 
tions, and,  in  the  absence  of  any  trout  that  could  be 
seen  as  we  walked  along  the  bank,  the  whole  look  of 
the  stream  was  not  in  the  least  suggestive  of  fly- 
fishing. The  mill-pond  looked  still  less  inviting,  as 
I  turned  to  Hammond,  and  asked,  "  Are  there  any 
trout  here  ?  ''  I  never  shall  forget  his  look  of 
astonishment,  and  the  quaint  answer,  "  Trout  ? 
Why,  they  are  only  about  a  yard  apart ;  they  are 
all  over  the  bottom.!'  I  was  sceptical :  who  would 
not  have  been  so  under  the  circumstances  ?  But 
what  I  have  since  seen  there  on  a  summer's  evening 
has  shown  me  repeatedly  how  much  nearer  he  was 
to  the  literal  truth  than  I  had  any  idea  of.  The 
next  day  found  me  flogging  away,  with  an  enthu- 
siastic friend,  the  companion  of  a  former  angling 
trip  in  Wales.  At  the  end  of  the  day  our  total  for 
the  two  rods  was  nil  I  The  next  day  was  no  better  ; 
wo  both  scored  a  blank,  and  wo  began  to  feel  that 
any  reputation  we  had  hitherto  enjoyed  among  our 
angUng  acquaintances  was  of  a  most  spurious 
character.  Wo  were  mere  duffers,  and  the  situa- 
tion was*  humiliating  and  crushing.  To  make  a 
long  story  short,  after  a  few  days'  experience,  we 
found  that  there  were  plenty  of  fish,  that  they  rose 
very  freely  at  times,  and  that,  while  we  were  not 
possessed  of  the  secret  of  success,  other  anglers  were 
having  good  sport  by  using  a  dry  fly  cast  with'great 
nicety  up  stream  over  the  rising  fish.  To  watch 
some  of  the  more  skilful  local  anglers,  and  to  chat 
with  them,  was  our  only  consolation  at  first,  but  it 
was  not  long  before  we  found  ourselves  fascinated 
by  the  practice  of  a  new  and  most  pleasurable  style 
of  fishing.  On  the  fifth  day,  I  bagged  three  brace 
of  beautie^,  besides  hooking  several  others  ;  and 
from  that  time  I  have  been  a  thorough  convert  to 
the  single  dry  fly  system,  holding  it  to  be  the  highest 
and  most  exciting  form  of  the  angler's  art.  Since 
then,  I  have  been  to  Winchester  every  season,  and 
on  every  visit  I  have  seen  some  angler  going  through 
my  original  experience  of  baffled  hopes  and  blank 
days,  and  I  have  myself  made  many  converts.  But 
elsewhere,  and  notably  in  Scotland,  I  have  heard 
anglers  scoff  at  the  bare  idea  of  a  floating  fly ;  and 
many  a  time  at  a  Highland  inn,  in  talking  over 
southern  experiences,  I  have  heard  the  most  unmis- 
takable scepticism  with  regard  to  all  the  pecuharities 
of  our  Hampshire  tactics.  I  have  even  heard  it 
stated  that  we  clearly  know  nothing  of  fly-fishing, 

and  that  we  want  Mr.  C  ,  of  B  ,  the  -winner 

of  numberless  local  competitions,  to  go  down  with 
his  cast  of  six  flies  to  put  us  up  to  the  hidden 
mysteries  of  his  art.  In  the  belief,  therefore,  that 
some  anglers  are  still  ignorant  of  the  kind  of  sport 
usually  enjoyed  in  some  of  the  Hampshire,  Wilt- 
shire, and  Berkshire  streams,  I  have  been  induced 
to  write  these  notes,  and  I  have  indulged  in  this 
somewhat  lengthy  preamble  in  order  that  my  design 
may  be  made  more  clear  thereby,  and  also  with  a 
hope  that  the  description  of  my  own  experiences 
may  encourage  others  to  persevere,  and  not  to  leave 
Hampshire  in  disgust  after  a  couj^le  of  blank  days, 
as  so  many  disappointed  anglers  do. 

The  streams  I  have  in  mind  as  I  now  write  are  the 
Test,  Itchen,  Kennet,  Gloucestershire  Goln,  the 
Frome,  at  Dorchester,  and  some  of  the  tributaries  of 
the  Wiltshire  Avon.  Whether  they  can  all  be 
strictly  called  chalk  streams  or  not  I  cannot  say,  but 
they  all  possess  certain  characteristics  in  common, 
and  I  think  I  may  safely  assert  that  experience 
gained  by  extensive  practice  on  either  Itchen  or  Test 
(I  have  myself  had  access  to  four  fisheries  on  each 
river)  will  be  found  useful  and  indeed  sufficient  for 
all  these  and  some  other  southern  streams. 

One  of  the  first  things  an  angler  learns  on  these 
waters  is  that  the  fish  are  not  usually  to  be  caught 
unless  there  is  some  natural  fly  out  in  considerable 
numbers.  Then  the  trout  come  out  of  the  weeds, 
poise  themselves  just  below  the  surface,  and  suck 
down  the  flies  greedily.  But  if  no  rising  fish  are  to 
be  seen,  it  is  very  little  use  flogging  away  "  on  spec  " 
for  chance  fish.  I  am  speaking  of  sport  in  ordinarily 
good  weather ;  and  here  let  me  observe  that  by 
"  good  weather  "  I  mean  genial,  mild  weather — for 
a  rough,  wild  day,  which  would  fill  a  creel  in  some 
places,  is  not  the  weather  for  sport  in  Hampshire. 
Chalk-stream  fishing  is  essentially  a  fine  weather 
sport,  and  anything  I  have  to  say  which  does  not 
agree  with  this  must  be  looked  upon  as  quite  excep- 
tional, and  not  the  usual  run  of  things. 

Suppose  the  angler  finds  himself  by  a  choice  por- 


tion of  the  Test  some  balmy  April  morning.    If  A| 
there  are  no  fish  on  the  move,  as  I  have  said  abovevi 
it  is  as  well  to  exercise 'a  little  patience  ;  but  if  thefl 
fish  are  rising,  ho  sets  to  work  at  once.    A  glanc^^ 
tells  him  that  the  Olive  Dun  is  on,  and  ho  puts  u^| 
his  favourite  pattern  on  a  cast,  the  last  yard  of  whicIH 
should  be  of  moderately  fine  gut.    Later  on  in  thefl 
season  he  will  want  it  as  fine  as  he  can  get  it.  Hefl 
selects  his  fish,  gets  beliind  him,  and  prepares  for  t^k 
cast  up  stream.    If  he  is  an  old  hand  at  this  style 
fishing  he  will  probably  spot  the  best  fish  by  thefl 
rise,  and  perhaps  go  for  him  without  delay.    If  he 
is  a  beginner,  and  less  ambitious,  it  will  be  wise  to 
choose  a  moderately  easy  cast.    Then,  taking  two 
or  three  false  casts  in  the  air  to  judge  the  exact 
distance,  the  fly  is  throAvn  with  the  intention  of 
making  it  alight  gently  a  foot  or  two  above  the  rising 
fish  and  exactly  in  his  line,  for  a  well-fed  chalk- 
stream  trout  will  rarely  go  even  a  few  inches  out  of 
his  way  for  a  passing  fly.    If  the  fly  falls  short  or 
wide,  it  should  be  left  till  the  line  has  floated  some 
distance  to  the  rear  of  the  fish,  when  it  must  be 
picked  off,  whisked  through  the  air  two  or  three 
times  to  dry  the  wings  and  hackle  before  a  new  cast 
is  made.    If  there  is  no  clumsiness  several  trial 
casts  may  be  made  before  the  exact  distance  is 
found,  and  the  fish  will  go  on  rising  undisturbed  ; 
but  the  slightest  bungle  on  the  part  of  the  angler  is 
fatal,  and  puts  the  fish  down  for  the  next  half -hour. 
Some  men  with  constant  practice  get  so  marvel- 
lously accurate  that,  if  they  happen  to  have  the  right 
fly,  they  kill  half  their  fish  on  the  first  cast,  and  this 
is  a  very  great  advantage  where  the  fish  are  shy.' 
If  it  be  remembered  that  most  of  the  best  fish  lie 
close  to  the  bank,  and  that  the  fly  has  to  be  sent 
down  floating  naturally,  correct  to  the  very  inch, 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  room  for  great  exercise  of 
skill,  so  that  to  succeed  even  moderately  well  wants 
a  vast  amount  of  practice.    Every  well-made  cast 
should  exhibit  the  fly  floating  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  sustained  by  the  dry  wings  and  hackle  ;  and 
if  the  fish  should  take  it,  the  angler  will  clearly  see 
his  fly  gulped  down,  when  he  must  instantly  strike 
and  look  out  for  squalls.    On  none  of  the  waters  I 
have  mentioned  is  a  trout  killable  under  fib.  in 
weight,  while  the  Umit  is  as  high  as  IJ^lb.  on  some, 
and  on  others  a  fish  is  more  likely  to  be  over  21b. 
than  under.    So  that  the  first  leap  and  rush  of  the 
astonished  fish  you  have  just  hooked  are  sure  to 
afford  the  keenest  excitement,  and  if  there  is  a  bed 
of  weeds  handy,  and  your  fish  proves  to  be  a 
2-pounder,  he  will  try  your  tackle  and  skill  to  the 
utmost  before  you  slip  the  net  under  him  and  make 
him  your  own. 

But  we  are  getting  on  too  fast;  It  is  not  always 
easy  to  suit  the  taste  of  the  selected  fish,  and  in 
spite  of  the  most  skilful  casts,  the  angler  may  find 
it  necessary  to  try  a  change  of  fly,  perhaps  several, 
for  though  it  is  not  always  wise  to  stop  long  over  a 
stubborn  fish,  there  is  always  a  chance  while  he 
continues  feeding,  and  to  outwit  one  of  these  sly 
old  customers  is  a  triumph  of  which  any  angler  may 
be  proud.  To  spend  half  an  hour  over  a  fish  is  by 
no  means  uncommon.  The  last  day  but  one  I  had 
on  the  Test  I  spent  more  than  an  hour  on  each  of 
two  trout,  both  of  which  I  bagged  eventually.  The 
first  was  21b.  2oz.  and  the  second  21b.  14oz.,  and  as  . 
they  were  the  only  fish  I  killed  that  day,  it  was  well 
worth  my  while  to  stick  to  them.  But  the  ex- 
perienced angler  -will  always  use  his  discretion  about 
the  length  of  time  to  stay  over  one  fish.  If  there 
is  a  heavy  rise,  the  best  poUcy  is  to  move  briskly 
about :  if  one  fish  refuses,  try  another,  and  so  on, 
especially  if  you  know  what  fly  they  are  taking. 
If,  however,  there  is  only  a  soUtary  fish  rising  here 
and  there  (as  in  the  instance  quoted  above),  moving 
about  does  more  harm  than  good,  and  there  is 
nothing  I  know  of  more  fascinating  than  cases  like 
this,  where  the  angler  has  three  or  four  rising^fish 
in  view,  and,  beginning  with  the  lowest,  takes  them 
in  order,  persevering  till  each  in  turn  is  consigned 
to  the  creel.  This,  then,  is  the  general  programme ; 
but  it  will  have  been  noticed  that  I  stipulated  for 
decent  weather,  with  wind  favourable  for  upstream 
fishing.  If  the  wind  is  in  the  opposite  (firection 
the  angler  must  cast  against  it,  cut  imder  it,  or  do 
the  best  he  can  ;  but  a  heavy  down-stream  wind 
will  baffle  him  utterly,  because  a  dry  fly  cannot 
then  be  used.  Indeed,  in  whatever  direction  the 
wind  may  be,  if  it  be  very  rough  and  boisterous,  it 
will  spoil  sport,  for  it  is  very  difficult  to  see  the  u 
rises,  and  still  more  difficult  to  put  the  fly  properly  P 
over  them.  Of  course  there  is  the  other  alternative 
of  putting  on  a  couple  of  large  showy  flies  and 
flogging  away  with  the  hope  of  picking  up^a  few 
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stray  fish  ;  but  this  rarely  succeeds  except  when 
there  is  half  a  gale  of  wind,  and  at  best  it  is  very 
poor  fun,  as  Little  or  no  skill  is  required,  and  deUcate 
casting  is  out  of  the  question.  The  rises,  too, 
cannot  be  seen,  and  the  fish  have  to  hook  themselves, 
while  half  the  fish  who  make  an  offer  get  pricked 
and  escape.  Opinions,  of  course,  differ  on  this,  as 
on  aU  other  angUng  matters,  and  tliis  is  strikingly 
exemplified  by  the  following  incident  which  occurred 
during  one  of  my  early  visits  to  Winchester.  I  had 
been  enjoying  some  very  pleasant  spring  days  by 
the  riverside  ;  the  fish  rose  freely  at  the  Olive  Dun, 
and  each  day  I  was  getting  more  pleasure  out  of 
the  new-found  art.  Then  came  a  change  of  weather, 
and  a  fearfully  cold  north-easter  prevailed  for  several 
'  days.  The  Winnall  water  above  Winchester  is  very 
exposed,  and  the  gently  ghding,  glassy  stream, 
which  had  lately  been  dimpled  all  over  with  rising 
trout,  was  lashed  into  waves,  and  the  whole  aspect 
was  wintry  and  cheerless  in  the  extreme.  Sport 
seemed  out  of  the  question,  but  I  clad  myself  in  two 
flannel  shirts,  put  on  my  mackintosh  for  warmth, 
and  saUied  out  to  see  the  nakedness  of  the  land. 
In  the  distance  I  spied  an  old  fellow  with  his  coat- 
.  tails  flying,  holding  his  hat  on  with  one  hand,  and 
.  frantically  thrashing  away  down  stream  with  the 
other.  I  went  up  and  accosted  him  with  a  remark 
not  altogether  compUmentary  to  the  clerk  of  the 
weather.  To  my  surprise,  he  appeared  in  the 
highest  glee,  and  gruffly  rephed,  "  I  like  a  good 
-  east  wind  ;  I  always  kill  fish  in  weather  Uke  this," 
and  sure  enough  he  had  already  bagged  a  brace  of 
decent  fish  ;  and  while  I  was  talking  to  him  he 
hooked  and  killed  one  of  l^lb.  In  less  than  five 
minutes  he  had  another,  and  then  another,  and  the 
way  he  chuckled  and  "  chortled  in  his  joy  "  was 
most  amusing.  It  was  so  unlike  the  kind  of  thing 
I  had  seen  before  that  I  chatted  with  him,  and 
questioned  him  about  his  takes  and  sport  generally, 
and  I  found  that  whenever  the  wind  blew  hard 
from  the  north-east  (that  is,  down  stream)  it  was 
■  the  signal  for  him  to  come  out  and  fish.  He  was  so 
immensely  proud  of  his  success  and  his  style  of 
fishing,  that  I  said,  rather  chafiingly,  "  It's  all  very 
well  this  blind  fishing,  raking  the  water  from  end  to 
end  in  this  way,  digging  up  a  stray  fish  here  and 
<  there  ;  but  what  do  you  do  on  a  bright,  calm  day, 
with  little  wind,  when  the  fish  are  rising  quietly  in 
I  all  directions,  picking  up  the  fUes  under  the  banks  ?  " 
"  I  always  stop  at  home,"  he  rephed,  with  a  look 
and  a  wink,  as  much  as  to  say  he  wasn't  quite  such 
a  fool  as  I  took  him  for.  Well,  chacun  d  son  gout, 
may  difference  of  opinion  never  alter  friendship. 
When  it  is  impossible  to  do  anything  else,  I  myself 
■•  occasionally  fish  -with  two  flies  dowTi  stream  ;  but 
it  is  merely  powr  ^passer  le  temps,  and  on  a  chalk 
stream  I  always  consider  the  game  is  hardly  worth 
the  candle  if  I  cannot  fish  in  the  orthodox  way  with 
a  single  dry  fly. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  said  by  some  of  our  Northern 
friends,  who  love  a  long  day's  ramble  by  rocky  pool 
and  mountain  torrent,  that  there  is  a  sameness  and 
monotony  about  the  chalk  stream  style,  and  that 
at  best  it  lacks  the  variety  of  sport  and  incident  to 
be  met  -nith  on  a  moorland  stream.    There  is 
something  in  this,  no  doubt ;  but  let  no  one  con- 
demn the  one  system  because  he  is  only  successful 
in  the  other.    It  would  be  just  as  reasonable  for  a 
man  to  condemn  deer-stalking  because  he  devoted 
all  his  energies  to  grouse-shooting.    Personally,  I 
am  extremely  fond  of  all  fly-fishing — even  loch- 
fishing  when  the  scenery  and  surroundings  are 
attractive  ;    but  viewed  simply  as  a  question  of 
I    sport  and  skill,  I  don't  know  any  fishing  which  is 
j   .half  so  exciting  as  "foxing  a  great  trout"  on  a 
I    chalk  stream  ;  moreover,  I  have  never  found  any- 
J    one  who  had  really  mastered  the  style  I  have 
i    attempted  to  describe  who  did^not  prefer  it  to 
I    every  other  species  of  angling.    Besides,  there  are 
P    Bome  notable  advantages  connected  with  these 
f    Bouthem  rivers  :  the  water  is  always  clear,  anything 
\    Uke  a  spate  is  quite  unknown,  and  there  is  hardly 
i    a  day  in  the  year  when  the  condition  of  the  water 
'i    make.s  fly-fishing  impossible.    Then,  again,  to  any 
:(    keen  observer  of  nature  the  wonderful  abundance 
D    of  insect  Ufe  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  interest. 
;     On  any  decent  day  from  April  to  September  there 
I    will  be  a  rise  of  fly,  and  fish  on  the  feed  ;  and  there 
;i    is  nothing  to  materially  interrupt  the  fly-fisher's 
j    prospects  from  beginning  to  end  of  the  season. 
I-    The  profusion  of  natural  flies — duns  and  spinners 
I    chiefly — is  at  times  most  amazing,  and  the  fishing 
i    is  then  very  difficult ;  at  such  times  a  wet  fly  is 
;j    useless,  and  only  the  skilled  performer  with  the 
\\    floating  fly  stands  any  chance  of  sport.    During  my 


first  Hampshire  trip  nothing  surprised  mc  so  much 
as  the  number  and  variety  of  the  flics  on  and  about 
the  water.  I  remember  clipping  up  the  dchcate, 
watery-tinted  ephemerals,  and  sighing  as  I  turned 
over  the  leaves  of  my  book,  vainly  seeking  for  the 
imitation.  I  knew  nothing  of  fly-making,  and  very 
little  of  entomology,  but  I  resolved  that  I  would 
master  both.  Before  another  season  came  round  I 
had  taught  myself  to  make  a  killing  fly,  and  from 
that  time  to  this  I  have  been  almost  independent 
of  shop  patterns,  no  matter  what  rivers  or  lakes  I 
have  frequented.  The  number  of  pleasant  hours 
I  have  since  spent  in  fly-making,  either  alone  or  side 
by  side  with  some  other  enthusiast,  can  never  be 
reckoned  up  ;  and  as  for  entomology,  it  has  been 
such  an  ever-increasing  source  of  interest  and 
pleasure  in  all  my  recent  anghng  rambles,  that  I 
shall  always  associate  some  of  the  keenest  pleasures 
and  enjoyments  of  my  hfe  with  the  recollection  of 
my  first  chalk-stream  experiences. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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THE  LOE  POOL; 

Time  was  when  this  lake  was  an  arm  of  the 
English  Channel,  and  in  that  distant  age  a 
"  dragon  came  up  from  the  sea  and  burnt  Hels ton." 
This  dragon  may  have  been  a  ship  filled  with  red- 
haired  Danes,  which  visited  Ella's  Town  in  a 
viking  raid.  Then  the  giant  Tregeagle,  in  due 
course,  dropped  his  wallet  of  sand  and  pebbles  at 
the  entrance,  and  to  the  joy  of  fishermen,  all  and 
sundry,  the  lake  was  formed.  The  salt  water  was 
gradually  freshened,  and  the  enclosed  fish  were, 
willy  nilly,  reconciled  to  their  new  conditions.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  "  bar  "  the  fishermen  catch 
salmon  peal,  and  who  is  to  say  that  the  Loe  trout, 
distinct  as  they  certainly  are  from  brook  fish,  had 
not  originally  a  salt  water  home.  Davies  Gilbert 
says  the  Loe  is  filled  with  a  "  peculiar  kind  of 
bastard  trout."  This  water  is  private,  but  is  well 
fished  as  many  local  anglers  have  season  tickets, 
and  others  from  a  distance  are  kindly  admitted  to 
the  sport.  The  fish  rise  very  capriciously.  It  is 
not  unusual  for  two  or  three  fishermen  to  flog 
away  for  hours  witliout  getting  a  rise,  and  then  in 
half  an  hour  to  take,  perhaps,  half  a  dozen  each. 
Sometimes  on  an  August  day,  in  the  full  glare  of 
sunshine,  a  big  basket  may  be  made,  while  on  a 
cloudy  day,  when  the  mind  of  the  angler  is  big 
with  expectation,  not  a  fish  will  be  caught.  I  have 
usually  found  an  east  wind  to  be  a  factor  in  the 
day's  success.  The  fish  are  silvery  white,  with  a 
good  out  fine  and  rather  large  scales.  The  half- 
pounders  are  perfect  in  shape,  but  those  from  ten 
ounces  to  a  pound  are  a  trifle  too  long  for  beauty, 
and  the  head  is  quite  large  enough.  On  cooking 
some  cut  pink  but  others  are  white  fleshed  The 
mud  is  full  of  Limnea  stagnalis.  and  the  larvae,  etc., 
of  dragon  flies  must  be  abundant  from  the  num- 
ber of  perfect  insects  which  skim  over  the  water, 
and  which  the  fish  spring  after  high  in  the  air. 
The  largest  fish  I  have  taken  from  the  Loe  was 
18in.  long.  I  hooked  it  on  the  Degibna  side  and 
had  to  play  it  for  ten  minutes  as  I  had  no  landing 
net.  Baskets  of  31b..  4lb.,  5lb.,  and  7lb.  have  been 
taken  at  different  times  by  different  anglers.  On 
a  certain  Easter  Monday — the  water  was  opened  on 
that  day  in  former  times  instead  of  May  1  as  now — 
I  fished  through  a  cold  day  with  a  strong  north- 
west wind  and  caught  some  very  nice  fish  from  a 
quarter  to  half  a  pound,  sixteen  altogether  I  think. 
One  morning  in  a  thunderstorm,  when  the  drops 
fell  into  the  water  like  No.  4  shot,  I  caught  six  fish 
that  weighed  nearly  5lb.  The  lightning — in  those 
days  Mr.  Marconi  had  not  begun  to  tamper 
with  the  aerial  electric  waves — flashed  close  in 
front,  but  as  I  had  no  steel  centre  to  my  rod, 
I  was  undeterred  by  dread  of  consequences.  Perhaps 
the  early  summer  is  the  time  when  most  fish  are 
taken :  the  pond  weed  has  only  began  to  renew  its 
growth,  and  the  amphibious  knot  grass  is  hardly 
visible.  The  pond  weed  is  not  such  a  terrible  trial 
to  fine  tackle  as  the  tough  stems  of  the  knot  grass, 
which  seldom  lets  go  a  good  grip  of  the  hook.  It 
is  truly  a  case  of  "catching  a  tartar."  In  places 
there  is  a  fringe  of  gor.^e  at  the  angler's  back  which 
often  sounds  the  depths  of  his  patience,  and  not 
seldom  increases  the  bill  from  the  tackle  shop.  On 
the  bar,  too,  the  flies  suffer  in  the  backward  cast. 
Unless  the  line  is  kept  well  up,  in  a  few  casts  the 


hooks  are  quite  barbless  through  contact  with  the 
pebbles.  But  there  are  compensations  to  the 
observant  and  meditative  angler  and  student  of 
nature.  The  horned  poppy  lifts  its  long  beak 
beyond  the  crinkled  yellow  petals,  and  the  little 
rare  sand  strapwort  is  washed  up  to  one's  feet. 
The  wild  ducks  fly  up  and  down  the  lake,  and  the 
dunlins  weakly  express  their  annoyance  at  being 
disturbed,  and  move  a  few  yards  further  ahead. 
And  then  there  is  always  the  hope  of  hooking  a 
good  fish,  full  of  fight,  and  lovely  to  look  at  when 
placed  throbbing  on  the  grass.  On  the  Loe  one 
sees  rods  of  all  styles,  lengths,  and  prices,  from  the 
costly  Hardy  split  cane  to  the  cheap  hickory.  Flies, 
too,  of  endless  variety  receive  immersion  here.  The 
Alexandra,  small  and  large,  finds  great  favour.  One 
angler  does  wonders  with  Foster's  Pale  Blue.  I 
have  more  than  once  taken  a  good  catch  on  a 
Coachman.  The  fly  is  generally  used  "  wet."  An 
angler,  fishing  with  a  Coachman  "  dry,"  took  one 
fish  in  several  hours,  while  another  sportsman  took 
a  dozen  and  a  half  good  trout  with  a  single  Coach- 
man fished  well  under  the  water.  It  should  be 
mentioned  that  both  were  equally  satisfied  with 
their  sport.  The  Bluebottle  has  accounted  for  some 
good  fish  in  August  and  September,  and  the  Pvcd 
Palmer  is  never  quite  out  of  season.  A  few  weeks 
ago  I  motored  to  Port hleven— twenty  minutes'  walk 
from  the  Loe — with  a  friend  (he  has  the  motor  car; 
I  am  waiting  for  the  development  of  the  automobile 
in  the  direction  of  cheapness,  less  need  of  advanced 
technical  supervision  and  a  more  domesticated 
habit).  I  fished  with  a  Oft.  split  cane,  my  friend 
with  a  lOtt.  6in.  whole  cane.  We  took  81b.  of  fish 
between  us  in  proportion  to  the  lengths  of  the  rods. 
My  largest  fish  was  14oz,  There  were  few  fish  on 
the  rise,  but  those  which  were  on  the  look  out  came 
very  well  to  the  fly.  We  stayed  on  till  evening 
gathered,  and  then  walked  along  the  cliffs  as  the 
Wolf  Lighthouse  flashed  to  the  south,  and  the  fights 
of  the  British  cruisers  and  battleships  glittered  in 
Mounts  Bay.  T.  J.  Porter. 


SPOET  ON  LAKE  NAUCESEAVAW. 
A  FLORIDA  ANGLING-REMINISCENCE. 


It  was  hot.  There  could  be  no  mistake  about 
that.  Even  the  flies  seemed  to  feel  the  heat,  and 
had  ceased  their  wearying  buzz.  Away  up  in  the 
heavens  a  dozen  or  so  of  turkey  buzzards  and  vul- 
tures were  soaring  on  widespread  wings,  the  only 
living  creatures  to  be  seen  besides  a  couple  of  alli- 
gators, which  floated  motionless  in  the  lake  some 
distance  from  the  shore,  and  a  long-legged  heron 
standing  knee-deep  in  the  shallows  of  the  opposite 
bank. 

We  were  camped — little  Hubert  and  I — on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Naucesewaw,  as  pretty  a  place  for 
the  purpose  as  the  heart  could  desire  ;  but  it  was 
hot  !  And  not  a  breath  of  wind  to  stir  the  placid 
waters  of  the  broad  lake,  which  stretched  its  shim- 
mering surface  from  where  we  lay  in  the  deep  shade 
cast  by  a  magnificent  magnolia.  We  were  tired  of 
bathing  in  the  beautifully  clear  water,  and  at  last 
had  settled  down  to  watching  the  gambols  of  the 
small  fish,  which  were  darting  hither  and  thither 
under  the  lily-pads  in  the  tiny  bay  on  which  we  had 
made  our  camp,  sometimes  varying  the  monotony 
by  popping  at  the  two  'gators  with  our  revolvers. 

Toward  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a  slight 
breeze  ruffled  the  lake,  and  immediately  we  took  to 
our  boat  and  pulled  out  to  try  our  luck  with  the  fish. 
Hubert  commenced  operations  by  spinning  vrith.  a 
phantom  minnow  from  the  stern,  while  I  settled  to 
the  oars  and  started  to  row  gently  along  the  north 
shore,  keeping  well  clear  of  the  lilies  which  fringe 
the  lake's  margin.  At  the  second  cast  the  boy  was 
fast  in  a  fish,  which  turned  out  to  be  a  nice  bass  of 
3ilb.  At  the  next  he  hooked  something  better,  and 
fo"r  a  few  minutes  there  was  a  lively  struggle.  Then 
a  fine  bass  of  71b.  or  81b.  leaped  clear  out  of  the 
water  and  fell  back  fi-ee,  the'hooks  having  torn  from 
its  horny  jaws. 

For  some  time  after  this  we  did  not  stir  another 
fish,  but  when  we  came  aroimd  to  the  west  bank, 
which  is  very  heavfly  wooded  down  to  and  over  the 
water's  edge,  the  sport  began  in  earnest.  We  had 
each  a  10ft.  split  bamboo  fiy  rod,  and  better  rods 
for  the  work  I  do  not  wish  to  handle,  and  leaving 
the  boat  to  diift  as  it  pleased,  we  both  got  to  work 
with  the  fly,  and  at  almost  every  cast  rose  or  hooked 
a  bass.  My  friend  got  the  first  fish  in  this  place  with 
a'medium-sized  Jock  Scott,  and  while  he  was  playing 
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it — a  gamy  fellow  of  5^1b.  which  bent  his  supple  rod 
double  time  and  time  again  in  its  mad  efforts  to  get 
away — I  landed  two  small  ones  of  about  lib.  each 
on  the  Silver  Doctor  I  used.  The  fish  were  evidently 
well  on  the  feed,  and  the  choice  of  a  suitable  fly  was 
a  matter  which  required  little  thought.  Anything 
made  from  fur,  wool,  and  feather  was  taken  indis- 
criminately as  soon  as  it  touched  water,  the  bass 
many  times  leaping  clear  of  the  water  and  taking 
the  flies  in  mid  air.  The  fish,  however,  ran  small 
in  size,  averaging  about  lib.  each,  although  occa- 
sionally a  larger  bass  of  from  31b.  to  51b.  would  be 
hooked  and  brought  safely  to  the  gaff. 

An  hour  of  this  kind  of  mad  sport  proved  quite 
enough  for  us.  We  had  only  retained  a  few  of  the 
best  fish  for  our  own  use,  throwing  back  all  others 
to  afford  sport  at  a  future  date,  which,  by  the  way, 
does  not  seem  to  be  quite  such  a  common  thing  for 
American  anglers  to  do  as  it  should  be.  There  is, 
undoubtedly,  a  vast  quantity  of  fish  destroyed  by 
thoughtless  anglers,  who  think  only  of  making  a 
heavy  bag,  the  bulk  of  which  will  be  spoiled  before 
it  can  be  put  to  any  use  ;  when,  if  such  fish  as  were 
not  needed  for  the  table  were  immediately  returned 
to  the  water  on  being  caught,  they  would  serve  to 
furnish  good  sport  another  day,  and  the  angler 
would  avert  from  himself  the  possibility  of  being 
termed  a  "  fish  hog." 

The  sun  was  nearing  the  tree-tops  as  we  turned 
the  boat's  head  towards  camp,  and  I  took  the  oars 
while  Hubert  changed  his  fly  for  a  spinning  bait  of 
my  own  construction,  which  I  have  described  in  a 
previous  article  on  Florida  bass  fishing,  to  try  for 
one  of  the  large  bass  which  are  fairly  plentiful  in 
Lake  Naucesewaw.  Passing  a  thick  bed  of  lilies, 
we  heard  a  tremendous  splash  among  the  weeds, 
and  saw  the  broad  back  and  erect  dorsal  fin  of  a 
large  bass  cutting  through  the  water  as  it  made  at 
full  speed  for  the  moving  bait,  stopping  only  when 
its  great  jaws  had  closed  on  the  deadly  lure.  Quick 
as  thought  my  friend  struck  so  sharp  and  quick  that 
the  little  rod  fairly  doubled  with  the  stroke,  which 
was  necessary  to  drive  the  hooks  well  home  in  the 
fish's  bony  jaws,  the  line  quivering  with  the  tension 
thus  suddenly  put  upon  it. 

The  scene  which  followed  was  one  which  only  an 
angler  can  realise  and  really  enjoy.  The  fish  was 
one  of  the  largest  of  its  species,  strong,  thoroughly 
aroused,  and  game  in  every  bone  of  its  body.  Hubert, 
though  but  a  boy,  is  an  expert  with  his  rod,  and- 
would  shame  many  men  who  call  themselves 
veterans  by  the  coolness  and  dexterity  with  which 
he  can  land  the  big  bass  and  other  fish  of  the 
Florida  waters  on  the  fine  tackle  wliich  he  invariably 
uses.  The  actions  of  the  fish  and  the  play  of  the 
boy  who  held  the  slender  rod  made  a  picture  such  as 
is  seldom  seen.  No  sooner  did  he  feel  the  sting  of 
the  hooks  than  the  bass  leaped  wildly  into  the  air, 
flinging  himself  out  with  the  energy  of  a  tarpon  ; 
but  he  fell  on  a  line  slackened  to  receive  him,  and 
breakage  was  averted.  When  he  struck  the  water, 
it  seemed  as  if  he  had  struck  it  in  full  motion,  for 
he  tore  his  way  out  toward  the  middle  of  the  lake 
with  a  velocity  that  caused  the  line  to  cut  the  water 
with  an  angry  hiss,  while  the  reel  screamed  round  at 
a  fearful  rate. 

The  fish  must  have  taken  out  eighty  yards  of  line 
before  he  turned  suddenly  and  dashed  back  for  his 
starting  place.  He  had  almost  reached  the  f  rirlge  of 
weeds,  from  which  he  had  darted  on  seeing  the  bait, 
before  my  friend  could  get  the  necessary  strain 
upon  him  to  control  his  progress.  Only  the  eye  and 
fingers  of  an  expert  could  have  done  it  as  it  was 
done.  The  strain  was  not  put  suddenly  upon  the 
rod,  but  with  such  steadiness  that  the  tackle  received 
the  pressure  gradually  and  held  fast.  But  skilful  as 
was  the  management,  the  fish  was  under  such  head- 
way, his  momentum  was  so  great,  and  he  fought  the 
tackle  with  such  determination,  that  for  a  while  the 
chances  seemed  in  favour  of  his  getting  into  the 
weeds  in  spite  of  all  that  could  be  done.  The  rod 
doubled  itself  until  the  tip  was  level  with  the  butt. 
It  quivered  and  swayed,  as  a  stubborn  rod  will  when 
taxed  to  its  utmost. 

I  was  too  anxious  to  move  or  say  a  word,  but 
watched  the  contest  eagerly,  my  eyes  fastened  on  the 
quivering  rod.  The  boy  stood  there  in  the  stern,  the 
picture  of  determined  coolness.  His  teeth  were  set, 
and  beads  of  perspiration  stood  out  on  his  face  and 
arms  as  he  silently  gripped  his  rod,  ever  ready  to 
take  full  advantage  of  the  first  opening  the  fish 
should  offer.  He  had  done  all  that  could  be  done, 
and  done  it  well ;  and  now  had  given  the  fish  the 
butt,  and  rod  and  fish  were  fairly  pitted  against  each 
other.    For  a  few  seconds  the  struggle  lasted.  The 


fish  tugged  and  shook  himself,  determined  not  to 
yield,  but  the  supple  cane  could  not  be  overcome, 
and  at  last  prevailed.  The  bass  flung  himself  into 
the  air,  not  a  yard  from  the  tough  lily  stems  which 
would  have  been  his  safety,  and  when  he  fell  the 
fight  was  out  of  him.  Down  to  the  bottom  he  went, 
and  began  to  swim  easily  at  the  stretch  of  the  line. 

Hubert  now  gave  the  fish  no  rest,  but  played  him 
hard,  keeping  constantly  as  much  pressure  on  the 
tackle  as  it  would  bear  comfortably.  Round  and 
round  he  went,  circling  the  boat,  but  ever  being 
brought  nearer  to  the  gaff,  which  lay  in  readiness 
on  the  seats.  Again  and  again  he  leaped  from  the 
water,  but  the  eye  of  one  who  was  his  master  was 
on  his  movements,  and  hands  that  would  not  bungle 
controlled  the  actions  of  rod  and  reel.  Gradually 
his  leaps  and  dashes  weakened,  though  his  curva- 
tures near  the  surface  of  the  water  marked  the  lake 
with  whirls  and  eddies.  In  a  little  while  the  fish 
was  brought  alongside,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
lifting  into  the  boat  one  of  the  largest  large-mouthed 
bass  I  have  ever  seen.  When  we  weighed  it  in  the 
settlement  the  following  day  it  scaled  14|lb.  A 
good  bass,  and  a  noble  fighter  !  But  there  are  many 
such  in  quiet  Naucesewaw,  and  the  largest  of  them 
has  not  yet  been  caught.  The  following  day  before 
we  broke  camp,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  landing  one 
which  weighed  ll^lb.  Hubert  a  few  weeks  later, 
while  fishing  in  the  same  lake,  caught  two  of  the 
large  bass,  which  weighed  101b.  and  12lb.  respec- 
tively. 

The  gentle  breeze  which  had  up  to  now  blown 
across  the  lake  had  died  out,  leaving  the  surface  of 
the  water  as  calm  as  a  mill  pond.  We  had  enough 
fish  for  supper  and  to  take  home  to  friends  on  the 
morrow,  so  stretched  ourselves  once  more  at  the  foot 
of  oar  sheltering  magnolias,  to  watch  the  setting  of 
the  sun,  which  was  already  dipping  behind  the  dis- 
tant ridge  of  the  Florida  mountains.  As  we  gazed 
across  the  lake,  we  could  see  its  glassy  surface  break- 
ing in  every  direction,  as  the  small  fish  continually 
leaped  into  the  air  to  escape  the  hungry  mouths  of 
the  bass  that  were  hunting  them  in  shoals.  Some 
distance  l;o  the  west  a  fine  old  seedling  orange  grove 
covered  some  forty  acres  of  the  rising  ground  of  the 
lake  shore,  its  trees,  all  in  full  bloom,  rendering  the 
air  heavy  with  their  sweet  fragrance.  On  a  floating 
log,  some  eighty  yards  away,  lay  a  ten-feet  long 
alligator,  wliile  dotted  over  the  lake  we  could  count 
the  heads  and  backs  of  seven  others,  making  us  wish 
that  we  had  brought  along  the  bull's-eye  lantern 
to  hunt  them  with  at  night. 

The  north,  south,  and  east  shores  of  the  lake  pre- 
sented a  magnificent  spectacle  in  the  soft  rays  of  the 
rapidly  sinking  sun,  appearing  as  a  solid  wall  of 
luxuriant  foliage,  broken  here  and  there  by  the  white 
trunk  and  leafless  limbs  of  some  lightning-blasted 
oak  or  sweet-gum.  Here  and  there,  towering  high 
above  its  surrounding  swamp  vegetation,  stood  a 
massive  cypress  tree,  its  limbs  gracefully  draped 
with  the  beautiful  trailing  Spanish  moss.  In  the 
background,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  stretched 
the  pme  forest  of  the  high  and  dry  lands.  The 
trees  above  and  around  us  were  alive  with  birds 
noisily  seeking  their  roosting  places.  Humming- 
birds, whose  tiny  throats  gleamed  with  most  vivid 
metallic  colours,  were  flitting  among  the  magnolia 
blooms.  The  oaks  behind  us  resounded  with  the 
clamour  of  blue  jays,  the  mournful  cooing  of  doves, 
the  vehement  singing  of  mocking-birds  and  quaint 
piping  of  the  gorgeous  cardinal  bird.  Back  in  the 
pine  woods  the  quail  were  calling  right  merrily, 
until  the  fierce  scream  of  a  hawk  shrilled  out  to 
warn  them  of  the  approach  of  their  relentless 
winged  enemy. 

As  darkness  closed  in,  long  lines  of  herons  and 
egrets  passed  over,  flying  to  their  feeding  grounds 
on  the  shallow  lakes  and  bayous  around  the  shores 
of  Lake  Apopka.  Two  darters  suddenly  winged  up 
from  under  a  mass  of  tangled  vines  that  hung  sus- 
pended over  the  water's  edge,  and  afte'r  circling 
round  the  lake  several  times  settled  on  a  blasted 
tree  a  short  distance  from  us,  there  to  stand,  spread- 
ing their  wings  and  craning  their  attenuated  necks, 
the  while  uttering  their  peculiar  drumming  cry.  The 
sun  disappeared,  but  still  we  lay  fascinated  by  the 
voices  of  the  forest  and  swamp.  The  frogs,  led  off 
by  the  booming  roar  of  the  big  bullfrog,  commenced 
their  deafening  concert ;  the  crickets  struck  in  with 
their  incessant  chirr,  and  added  to  the  bewildering 
and  ever-increasing  tumult.  The  walls  of  sombre 
verdure  became  lit  up  by  the  tiny  flickering  lights 
of  myriads  of  fireflies,  and  presented  a  weird  spec- 
tacle, which  was  heightened  by  the  solemn  "  whoo- 
oo-hoo-oo,  whoo-oo-oo-hoo  "  of  theibig  brown  owls 


as  they  flitted  on  silent  wings  through  leafy  aisles 
in  search  of  their  prey. 

For  a  long  time  we  lay  listening  to  nature's  even- 
ing concert,  then  built  up  the  camp  fire,  and  soon 
had  a  couple  of  fat  bass  sputtering  in  the  frying-pan. 
It  being  our  last  night  in  camp,  after  supper  was  dis- 
posed of,  we  again  stretched  ourselves  on  a  pile  of 
moss,  where  we  could  overlook  the  lake,  already 
brightly  illumined  by  the  rising  moon.  The  song 
of  the  birds  was  now  replaced  by  the  singing  of  the 
mosquitoes,  the  incessant  creaking  and  croaking  of 
innumerable  frogs,  the  monotonous  cry  of  the  chuck- 
will's-widows  in  the  darkly-outlined  orange  grove, 
the  hoarse  quack  of  the  night  heron  and  bittern,  the 
chattering  of  the  little  screech-owl,  the  calls  of  the 
"  varmints  "  as  they  roamed  the  dense  hammocks 
around  the  lake  shores,  the  loud  splash  of  a  leaping 
fish,  and  the  sonorous  roars  of  the  alligators. 

Before  noon  next  day  we  struck  camp,  and,  hitch- 
ing the  old  cow  pony  to  the  wagon,  pulled  out  with 
our  load  of  fish  for  the  settlement.  And  so  ended 
one  of  the  most  enjoyable  of  my  many  camping 
excursions  in  pursuit  of  bass  by  the  quiet  lakes  and 
streams  of  sunny  Florida. — Wild  Tuekey  in  New 
York  Shooting  and  Fishinxj. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is  in 
very  good  c<.ndition  for  this  time  of  year,  and  the 
fisli  are  feeding  better.  In  addition  to  this  the 
boating  season  is  nearly  over,  and  bank  anglers 
will  soon  be  able  to  enjoy  some  quietude  whilst 
fisMng.  The  lower  parls  of  the  river  are  nicely 
coloured,  and  bream  have  been  feeding  fairly  well. 
At  irhepperton  sport  ha8  not  been  very  good  of  late, 
and  the  same  may  be  saM  of  Windsor.  Barbel  up 
to  51b.  and  chub  up  to  31b,  have  been  caught  at 
Marlow.  At  Staines  last  week  a  very  fine  bream 
of  51b.  6^oz.  was  caught  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Orsman, 
of  the  Greenwich  A.S.  At  Henley  sport  has  only 
I  een  of  a  fair  character,  but  is  likely  to  improve 
cn^idfTibly  next  month.  At  Abingdon  the  water 
isstil  clear,  but  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.  have  been 
harl.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — Sport  continues  quiet  here,  and 

a  good  rain  is  badly  wanted  to  put  the  river  in 
better  tiim.  Some  chub  up  to  31b.  has  been  taken 
with  the  fly,  and  casting  with  a  dead  frog  Mr.  Bath 
has  taken  some  good  perch.  In  one  day  he  took 
foity  of  these  fish,  all  of  which  were  over  the  limit. 
The  same  angler  has  also  taken  chub  up  to  31b. 
with  the  fly.  A  few  roach  are  to  be  had  during  the 
last  hour  of  fishiDg,  and  one  of  lib.  14oz.  has  been 
caught.  A  rout  of  14in.  has  also  come  to  grief. 
Barbel  arc  dead  off  here. — Stanley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). —During  the 
week  frequi  nt  rains,  and  the  general  unsettled  state 
of  the  weatV  er,  have  made,  on  this  stretch  of  water, 
angling  very  quiet.  Numbers  of  roach  and  silver 
bream  have  been  had,  but  of  no  size.  By  the  locks 
the  swims  at  present  are  fished  out,  but  a  mile  down 
stream  many  fish,  good  ones,  can  be  found  with 
seven  feet  of  water,  bank  angUng.  Autumn  pros- 
pects are  good.  —  Jchn  O.  George,  Bceche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloncestersliire). — A  few  good 
fish  have  been  taken  An  the  Fairford  water  during 
the  past  week.  On  Sept.  3  Mr.  Bertram  landed  a 
good  fish  of  over  21b.,  and  on  Sept.  6  Mr.  N. 
Raymond  Barker  caught  a  splendid  brace,  weighing 
31b.  and  Iflb. — Charles  Powell. 

Sareuth  (Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.).  —  Trout  have 
been  rising  much  better.  On  Sept.  3  I  landed  five 
fi'^h.  All  through  August  they  were  plajiog  with 
the  fly,  and  I  only  landed  about  one  fish  out  of 
four  hooked.  The  best  fish  wa?  about  13oz.  The 
successful  flies  were  the  Sedges  and  the  Coachman 
used  dry.  Prospects  are  much  better. — J.  Paul 
Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  wcter  is 
keeping  up  in  fair  cocdition,  and  a  good  many  peal 
have  been  caught.  Since  the  rets  have  stopped  a 
large  number  of  peal  have  been  seen  in  the  Weir 
Pool.  On  Saturday  nijht  last  Mr.  E.  Distin  had  a 
couple  of  nice  peal,  whilst  on  Monday  Mr.  H.  T. 
Distin  had  one  peal  and  three  trout,  whilst  on 
Tuesday  he  had  a  brace  of  fine  fish.  Mr.  W.  F. 
TolUt  also  had  a  nice  dish  in  the  lower  waters.  Mr. 
Moysey,  jun.,  fishing  with  some  friends  in  the  upper 
waters,  had  some  good  sport,  capturing  several 
dozen  trout. — Devonian. 

ISsk  (Wbitby). — In  consequence  of  this  river 
having  again  become  somewhat  low  in  condition 
during  the  past  week,  only  moderate  sport  has  been 
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secured  by  those  who  have  operated  upon  the 
higher  waters,  where,  however,  a  fair  number  of 
fish  are  reported.  The  spates  of  last  week  aLowed 
some  salmon  and  sea-trout  to  pass  the  weir  at 
Ruswarp  and  head  up  river.  Sea-anglers,  many  of 
whom  have  operated  in  near  proximity  to  the  buoy, 
have  had  capital  sport  during  the  week,  one  party 
having  landed  several  score  of  mixed  fish  during 
I  one  day's  operations.  From  the  piers  and  quays 
fairly  remum-rative  catches  continue  to  be  made 
daily,  but  as  yet  these  are  somewhat  indifferent  in 
size. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exetar). — The  trout  season  will 
•  close  in  a  few  days.  Some  trout  have  been  caught 
recently  early  and  late  with  Coachman,  July  Dun, 
and  minnow.  Some  fair-sized  roach,  perch,  and 
eels  have  been  caught  near  Cowley,  St.  David's 
Station,  Exwick,  and  in  the  Greedy,  whilst  in  the 
canal  good  sport  has  been  experienced  at  Turf  and 
Topsham  Locks,  Mr.  Clogg  having  caught  some  fine 
perch  at  the  narrow  channel  near  Turf.  Some  bass 
and  fine  mullet  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth  Pier, 
Mr.  G.  Perry  securing  a  mullet  of  41b  ,  and  Master 
Frank  Duchscherer  six,  averaging  lib.  each.  Flat- 
fish and  small  pollack  are  now  in. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — Though  a  good  many 
anglers  have  fished  the  river  for  roach,  pike,  perch, 
and  bream,  indifferent  sport  has  been  obtained,  as 
tLe  water  is  very  clear.  Results  at  club  compe- 
titions held  in  the  quiet  upper  reaches  have  been 
very  poor,  and  two  or  three  days'  heavy  rain  is 
wanted  to  flush  the  river.  So  far  the  pike  and 
perch  fishing  season  has  been  most  disappointing. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster).-  Both  streams 
are  running  low  and  clear,  but  in  order  for  fly-fishing. 
A  good  few  rods  have  been  out  and  have  tiied  fly, 
and  several  good-sized  grayling  and  trout  have 
been  taken. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongli). — There  has  been  quite  a 
lull  in  angling  matters  for  the  past  week  in  the 
Peterborough  district,  and  nothing  exceptional  has 
been  secured,  although  circumstances  have  tot  been 
unfavourable.  A  further  stretch  of  the  river  has 
been  cleared  of  the  weeds.  In  the  Oundle  and 
Thrapston  districts,  sport  has  been  capital,  a 
quantity  of  bream,  perch,  and  roach  having  been 
taken.  Mr.  A.  W,  Shelton,  Nottingham,  who  was 
staying  at  Aldwinkle,  had  some  excellent  sport  in 
the  Thrapston  district. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — The  season  on 
the  portion  of  thifl  river  preserved  by  the  RoUe 
estate  closed  on  Aug.  31.  Fair  sport  was  had  up  to 
the  last  day.  The  takes,  though  not  large  in  rpspect 
of  numbers,  comprised  very  good  trout  in  perfect 
condition.  For  the  last  week  fishing  has  been 
successfully  pursued  on  the  un  preserved  parts  ;  the 
fish  have  been  rising  freely  during  the  day,  chiefly 
to  the  Pale  Duns.  On  Saturday  (Sept.  3)  at  midday, 
a  sea- trout,  weighing  lib.  6oz.,  was  taken  with  a 
floating  fly.  It  was  seen  taking  midges  with  other 
common  trout,  which  is  thought  unusual.  The 
same  rod  also  took  three  trout,  all  in  good  con- 
dition and  showing  no  signs  of  having  commenced 
spawning. — Hebon. 

Onse  (Hol^^well  Ferry). — River  is  in  very  good 
condition,  an  i  the  weeds  are  not  so  troublesome  as 
last  year.  Mr.  Meux  has  had  a  beautiful  lot  of 
roach  here.  Dr.  South  and  Mr.  Fallon  have  been 
more  fortunate  among  the  tench,  largest  scaling 
just  under  41b.,  caughc  on  Sept.  7,  the  best  bream 
just  3|lb.    The  water  is  a  bit  clear. — A.  Scabd. 

  (Huntingdon).  —  The  raius  of  last  week 

caused  a  temporary  push  of  water  which  much 
improved  sport,  particularly  near  Huntingdon, 
where  breum  and  roach  fed  freely.  I  had  several 
nice'takes  of  the  former  in  the  daytime,  some  of  the 
fish  running  up  to  41b.  in  weight ;  roach  are  now 
taking  wheat,  but  are  rather  small.  A  rudd  of  2lb. 
and  a  chub  of  41b.  have  been  taken  during  the  week 
in  the  Hertford  waters. — C.  A.  Bbyant. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  is  in  capital 
order  for  all  round  angling,  and  this  week  several 
good  pike  have  been  cauiht,  including  one  of  lOlb. 
Conditi  /na  are  most  favourable,  and  coarse  fish 
anglers  will  doubtless  meet  with  success  among  the 
roach,  perch,  chub  and  pike  during  the  corning 
autumn  as  lakes  and  streams  around  the  county 
town  are  plentifully  stocked.  The  Shrewsbury  and 
,  District  Angling  Society  having  obtained  by  lease 
from  the  Corporation  legal  right  to  control  fishing 
in  a  considerable  stretch  of  water  in  the  borough, 
CODternplato  restocking  the  river  with  trout,  and  any 
I  netting  that  may  be  sanctioned  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  down  pike  and  chub  will  be  under  proper 
supervision.  It  is  not  proposed  to  alter  the  existing 
conditions  so  far  as  bond  fi/le  anglers  are  concerned. 
1  — Hafren. 

Bevexn,  Vyinwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanyjujr- 
>  aecli).— Since  the  short  spell  of  very  hot  weather 
experienced  hero  a  fortnight  ago  it  has  been  most 
uncertain  in  its  variety,  sometimes  dull  and  cheer- 
i  1m8  with  a  keen  northerly  wind,  and  at  other  times 
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very  showery  with  bright  intervals  of  sunshine, 
with  occasionally  sharp  frosty  nights,  which  have 
been  much  in  favour  of  graylmg  fishing,  and  as  the 
rivers  have  been  generally  in  fair  condition,  al- 
though rather  hieh,  some  good  sport  has  been  ob- 
tained with  these  fish.  Some  pike  of  a  decent  size 
have  also  been  taken  from  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy, 
as  well  as  chub,  roach,  perch,  and  other  coarse  fish. 
Whilst  fishing  in  the  river  Vyrnwy,  at  Meifodd, 
North  Wales,  Master  James  Hadfield,  of  Oldham, 
aged  14  years,  captured  a  grayling  weighing 
lib.  8|oz.  The  fish  was  in  splendid  condition,  and 
is  believed  to  be  a  record  for  the  river.  It  has  been 
forwarded  to  Messrs.  Cooper  for  preservation. — 
Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Biivers  and  ChicheBter  Canal.  — Rivers 
as  a  rule  have  latterly  been  too  low  and  bright  for 
successful  sport.  The  heavy  rains  of  last  week 
were  beneficial,  but  more  is  iieeded  ere  we  can 
hope  for  good  baskets.  Angling  on  the  Ouse  and 
Cuckmere  has  been  very  unsatisfactory,  the  upper 
water  of  the  Ouse  fishing  the  best.  Fair  sport  has 
been  obtained  on  the  Adur  among  dace  and  carp. 
The  Trafalgar  Angling  Association  of  Brighton  hold 
their  first  anniversary  competition  at  Steyning  on 
Sept.  1 1,  when  successful  sport  is  anticipated.  A 
few  bream  have  been  taken  at  Chichester  Canal. 
A  fish  of  2llh.  was  taken  recently  from  the  Ash 
Tree  swim.  The  weed  clearance  progresses  slowly. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  capital  order. 
Fishing  has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  some  nice  grayling 
and  trout  have  been  landed.  Bottom  fishing  with 
wasp  grub  and  worm  has  accounted  for  some  good 
perch,  eels,  roach,  and  chub.  Pike  are  not  feeding 
well  at  present.  On  Sept.  5  sport  was  good  with 
the  fiy  below  Ludlow.  On  Sept.  6,  in  the  Burway 
water,  some  fine  grayling  and  trout  were  taken  with 
the  Red  Tag  by  Mr.  McNucking  and  Mr.  W.  W.  H. 
Sitwell.    Prospects  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

  Tenbury. — The  water  is  running  in  fair 

order  for  fishing.  A  fair  number  of  angleishave 
been  out  and  ustd  fly,  and  some  nice  trout  and 
grayling  have  been  landed.  The  prospects  for 
fishing  are  greatly  improved. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — I  have  received  excellent  reports  of  the 
fishing  of  these  streams  during  the  past  week.  On 
the  North  Tyne,  near  Bellingham,  several  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  with  the  fly  and  also  with 
maggot.  One  particularly  good  basket  of  forty-two 
trout,  all  with  the  fly,  at  Ovingham  is  worthy  of 
mention.  Bull  trout  are  providing  some  grand 
sport  in  the  Coquet,  and  brown  trout  are  feeding 
well.  The  Aln  is  fishing  very  well  just  now.  Sea- 
trout  are  running  fairly  well.  Mr.  Meech  got  a  nice 
one  of  3|lb.  on  Monday.  Mr.  Appleby,  Mr. 
Kennedy,  and  Mr.  Crowle  had  good  baskets  of 
brown  trout,  the  latter  gentleman  landing  a  beauty 
(if  21b.  Useful  flies  are  Cinnamon,  Whirling  Blue 
Dun,  Brown  Sedge,  Black  Palmer,  Red  Spider,  and 
Bracken  Clock. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Nor.  hern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — There  is  no  improvement  in  the 
state  of  the  river,  it  still  being  very  low,  Mrs. 
Lister  unly  taking  one  fish  this  week  in  Pen-y-llyn, 
weighing  151b.— T.  R. 

Wellana  (Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St. 
James).—  Pik<  -fishing  commenced  in  this  district 


Tkiiut,  Ska-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stoi'k.H  ill  the  kingdom.  Special  attentiou  given  to  flies  to  patteru. 
Suitalile  seleetioii.s  made  up  for  all  iiarts.  Mounted  fly  easts  for 
riverorlake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  tine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  7.511).  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  E.\tra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  (id.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
yd.  each.—.).  E,  MiLLEU,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  1»,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  " Piseator,  Leeds." 


on  September  1,  but  only  a  few  up  to  51b.  or  Clb. 
have  been  captured  at  present.  Mr.  J.  T.  Harria, 
Milltield,  Peterborough,  had  some  good  fport  on 
Sept.  6 :  his  bag  included  about  91b.  of  roach,  one  or 
two  nearly  lib.  in  weight,  and  a  very  nice  pike 
scaling  close  upon  61b. — E.  A.  S. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— A  pike  of  101b.  has 
been  taken,  also  others  of  51b.  and  61b.  A  perch  of 
21b.  figured  in  a  take  of  91b.  ;  these  fish,  as  well  as 
the  pike,  have  been  on  the  move  lately. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
have  been  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  but  on 
some  days  strong  winds  have  been  very  much 
against  fly  fishing.  Those  gentlemen  who  have 
fished  the  Wye  have  not  met  with  very  good 
success — -only  a  brace  or  two  per  rod,  that  I  can 
hear  of,  have  been  obtained.  The  fish  have  not 
risen  well  this  week  on  either  stream.  Mr.  D.  P. 
Pearson,  fishing  the  Matlock  Dale  portion  of  the 
Derwent,  took  one  brace,  Mr.  White  also  landing 
several  nice  fish.  Several  members  of  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association  have  taken  a 
brace  or  two  each  fishing  below  Cromford.  There 
hEis  also  been  a  few  roach  taken  at  Whatstandwell 
with  maggots,  wasps,  grub,  and  worms.  The 
prospect  for  the  next  few  days  is  fairly  good,  as  the 
weather  appears  to  be  settled.  Useful  flies — 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Hare's  r.  Ash  Dun,  Red  and 
Grey  Quills,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfs,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouae, 
ate.  (Torks), — All  our  Yoikshire  rivers  are  now 
running  very  low  and  clear.  Duiing  the  last  few 
days  the  weather  has  been  vei  y  genial,  the  sun 
shining  brilliantly  on  mtst  days.  Anglers  have 
been  out  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore ;  fair  sport 
has  been  met  with  by  the  local  rodsters.  Grayling 
are  beginning  to  rise  moro  freely.  la  the  lower 
reaches,  anglers  have  been  turning  their  attention  to 
otter  hunting.  The  Noithei  n  Counties  Otter  Hounds 
have  been  paying  a  vi^it  in  the  district  of  Ripon  last 
week-end.  On  one  of  the  small  becks  sport  was  met 
with,  the  dogs  finding  t  vo  otters,  the  heaviest 
weighing  151b.  On  Saturday  (Sept.  3)  both  banks 
of  the  Ure  were  worked  down  to  Newby  without 
result,  but  nearing  the  P>.ipon  Canal  there  was  a 
strong  scent  which  was  keenly  followed,  but  without 
result.  Since  then  they  have  been  hunting  at  Cover 
Bridge  and  Masham.  Coarse  fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Ure  has  been  fairly  good  in  the  district 
of  Boroughbridge  and  My  ton.  Baskets  of  roach 
and  dace  ranging  from  41b.  to  121b.  have  been  got. 
The  Swale  has  been  low  and  clear.  Fair  baskets  of 
trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught  in  the  upper 
reaches,  also  in  the  SkeeleyBeck.  Best  flies:  Miller's 
Dark  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Poult  Bloa,  and  Snipe 
Bloa.  The  Wharfe  is  low  and  clear.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out  in  the  districts  of  Kettlewell,Burnsall, 
Bolton  Woods, and  Ilkley  with  fly,worm,and  minnow. 
One  or  two  anglers  have  made  fair  catches  of  trout 
with  MUler's  Thumb  Devon.  Sport  has  only  been 
moderate  at  Pool  and  Harewood.  Sport  has  only 
been  fair  amongst  the  coarse  fish  in  the 
districts  of  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf.  The  Derwent 
is  low  and  clear.  In  the  districts  of  Yeddingham, 
Malton,  Stamford  Bridge,  sport  has  ruled  only 
moderate.  Several  angling  competitions  have  taken 
place,  the  most  important  being  the  following:  Black 
Ox  Angling  Club  held  theirs  on  Sept.  3,  at  Leeming 
Bar,  on  Bedale  Beck,  the  water  was  in  good  angling 
trim.  Thirty- two  anglers  competed.  Mr.  J.  Nichol- 
son, of  Leeming,  took  the  fia'st  prize  with  3lb.  8oz. ; 
second,  Mr.,  James  Gibson,  York,  2lb.  15Joz  ;  third, 
Mr.  J.  Mennell,  21b.  4oz.  Rather  singular  that  the 
winner  won  the  old  cup  last  year,  which  now  becomes 
his  own;  he  also  won  the  new  cup.  Mr.  John 
Harkness  presented  the  winner  with  a  gold  medal. 
The  weigh-in  took  place  at  the  Black  Ox.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Pattinson,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  J.  Harkness 
(vice-president),  presided,  and  presented  both  cups. 
The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony. 
The  annual  match  of  the  Tadcaster  Association 
took  place  at  home  ;  sixty-five  anglers  fished,  forty 
weighed  in,  the  principal  winners  being — first,  W . 
Gowshall,  31b.  5Joz.;  second,  J.S.  Pearson,  21b.  1  joz.; 
third,  J.  Constanstin,  lib.  l^oz. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

—On  Aug.  29,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  thirty-six  trout,  lOJlb. ;  Messrs.  Ford 
and  Bonar,  on  same  loch,  twenty-four,  71b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Birch  and  Russell,  on  Loch  Cama,  seven, 
4ilb.  On  Aug.  30,  Messrs.  Birch  and  Russell,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  forty  trout,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Holland,  on 
same  loch,  twenty,  81b.  ;  Messrs.  Bonar  and  Ford, 
on  Loch  Cama,  fourteen,  7ilb. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  two  dozen,  81b.  On  Aug.  31, 
Messrs.  Birch  and  Russell,  London,  on  Loch  Cama, 
nineteen  trout,  7flb.,  and  Mr.  Holland  twelve,  4jlb. 
On  Sept.  1,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch 
Cama,  two  dozen  trout,  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Ford,  one  dozen, 
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4|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Holland,  on  Loch  Urigill,  two  and 
a  half  dozen,  i)|lb.  On  Sept,  2,  Messrs.  Birch  and 
Russell,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirteen  trout,  4^1b.  ; 
Messrs.  Anderson  and  Clarke,  on  Loch  Urigill,  four 
dozen,  121b.;  and  Mr.  Ford,  on  same  loch,  two 
dozen,  8Jlb.— B. 

Beauly. — The  river  is  now  in  splendid  angling 
ply.  Large  shoals  of  grilse  have  scaled  the  falls. 
The  upper  reaches  are  well  stocked,  and  during  the 
past  week  Mr.  G.  W.  Henderson,  Braulen,  wa?  very 
successful  on  the  Farrar,  the  takes  running  up  t  < 
four  per  day  ;  while  on  Loch  Moillie  the  ladies  had 
very  nice  sport  Mr.  Barry  and  party  are  also  doing 
very  well;  and  Mr.  Wills,  at  Erchle^s,  and  Mr. 
Wood  continue  to  obtain  fair  sport.  Further  up, 
again.  Major  Clarke  and  party  aie  having  excellent 
baskets  at  Fasnakyle,  last  week  being  one  of  the 
best  for  the  season.  The  Guisachon,  Afforie,  Cozao, 
Benula,  Monar,  and  Strathconon  anglers  are  doing  ' 
well  among  the  trout,  and  in  the  lower  beats  and 
tidal  water  good  fishing  wag  obtained,  Messrs. 
Phipps,  Beaufort  Castle,  and  Mr.  Cameron,  Moniach 
Castle,  Leingthe  most  successful. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.-  In  the  Byreburnfoot 
wate  r  Mr.  A.  Jardine  caught  a  salmon  of  141b,,  and 
twenty  herling.  Mr.  Renilson,  in  Canonbie  water, 
had  a  basket  of  101b. ;  Sergt.  Bell  had  five  herling 
In  the  Cauldron  and  Willow  pools  Mr.  McLelian 
had  a  salmon  of  1.51b.,  two  sea-trout  and  forty 
herling;  Mr.  Butler, six  sea- trout,  thirty-six  herling, 
and  two  brown  trout ;  Mr.  Stott,  three  sea-trout 
and  twenty-four  herling;  Dr  Anderson,  two  sea-trout 
and  twenty-seven  herling;  Mr.  G.  W.  A.  Mitchell, 
forty  herling  andonesea-troutduringaweek's  fishing. 
Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  twenty -nine  herling  and  one  sea- 
trout;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  during  the  week,  thirtj -seven 
herling  and  one  sea- trout;  Mr.R.  Steel,  twenty  seven 
herling;  Mr.  Tom  Steel,  thirty-six,  Mr.  J.Steel.thirly, 
Mr.  Yates,  S2a- trout  and  herling;  Mr.  Wm  Murray, 
sea-trout  and  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Brockbaiik,  three  sea- 
trout  and  twehty-oneherling;  Mr.  W.  Irving,  two  sea- 
trout  and  twenty-five  herling;  Mr.  Adam  Keen,  three 
sea-trout  and  some  herling;  Mr.  .jMmes  Scott,  Mr 
Porteous,  and  others  had  good  baskets.  In  Ling- 
holm  water,  Mr.  i.  Wilson,  Mr.  C.  G.  Francis,  the 
Rev.  F.  Haden,  Mr.  C.  Elliot  and  Mr.  G.  M.  Little 
have  had  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout. 
In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water, 
the  Earl  of  Dalkeith,  Lady  Constance  Scott, 
and  several  others  staying  at  Langholm  Lodge 
have  had  fair  sport.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  W. 
A.  Johnstone  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  and 
some  herling.  Mr.  Crozier  and  Mr.  Weir  had 
nice  basket-f  of  51b.  of  yellow  trout  in  Liddle  water. 
Fairly  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being  got  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  Hermitage  water.  Mr.  Ford 
had  a  good  basket  of  herling  iu  the  Gullet  pool  in 
Upper  Liddle,  and  Messrs.  Stoddart  and  Hardie 
have  had  good  hauls  of  yellow  trout  and  a  few 
herling  in  the  same  water. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Owing 
to  adverse  conditions  salmon  angling  has  been 
relinquished  for  the  present  Since  last  reported 
only  two  fish — one  on  Glencnlvie  water  and  one  on 
Amat  water — have  been  landed  When  weather  too 
wet  for  shooting,  Mr.  Cox  and  Masters  Douglas  and 
Bruce  Wills,  Bulnagown  Arms  Hotel,  indulge  in 
brown  trout  ang'ing  with  fair  success.  On  Sept.  2, 
Master  Cecil  Wills  and  Master  W.  Reid  were  angling 
for  sea-trout  on  the  estuary  and  captured  a  dog- 
fish which  measured  36in,  in  length  by  28in.  in 
width.— B. 

Deveron  (Banifsliire)  —  0  wing  to  the  continued 
low  state  of  the  river,  sport  continues  very  in- 
different. The  pools  are  fairly  well  stocked  with 
fish,  but  the  water  is  too  low  and  clear  for  successful 
angling,  and  will  remain  so  until  a  spate  takes 
place.  On  Sept.  3,  Mr,  Barclay  had  a  grilse  of 
4Jlb.  On  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  the  river,  and 
in  the  sea,  are  to  be  seen  hundreds  of  seagulls. — 
H.  W. 

Hebridean  Sportingf  Association  (South 
Harris). — ^The  total  catch  for  week  ending  Sept.  3 
has  been  C  salmon  weighing  331b.  4oz.,  and  202  sea- 
trout  weighing  1 171b.  (5oz.  Of  these,  there  were 
caught  in  Kodel  waters,  6  salmon  and  72  sea-trout ; 
and  in  Kinsbay  waters,  130  sea-trout.  The  heaviest 
salmon  weighed  7lb.  I2oz,,  and  the  heaviest  sea- 
tiout  31b. — G.  D  Stirling. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  Aug.  22, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loanan,  one  grilse,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Burkitt,  on  Head  Assynt,  one  grilse,  41b.  Aug.  23, 
Mr.  Burkitt,  on  Head  As^ynt,  one  grilse,  3ilb. 
Aug.  24,  Sir  Montague  Pollock,  on  Castle  Bay,  one 
grilse,  rAb.  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Mercer,  on  Head  Assynt, 
one  trout,  S^lb. ;  Mr.  Murdoch,  on  Skaig,  eleven 
trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Wylie,  on  Mid  Assynt,  six  trout, 
41b.  Aug.  2(),  Mr.  Wylie,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse, 
41b.  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Mercer,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  trout, 
l^lb.,  one  ferox,  71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black,  on  Awe, 
eleven  trout,  5^1b.  Aug.  30,  Mr.  Black,  on  Traligill 
one  trout,  41b.  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loanan, 
one  grilse,  01b. ;  Messrs.  Wylie,  on  Traligill,  thirteen 


trout,  5^1b.  Sept.  2,  Prof.  Purdie,  on  Awe,  thirteen 
trout,  01b.  Sept.  3,  Prof.  Purdie,  on  Castle  Bay,  two 
grilse,  4lb.  and  4Jlb. — Wm.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth). — At  the  end  of  August  the  streams 
were  running  low  and  baskets  ruled  light.  A  good 
deal  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  week  and  the 
sti earns  are  now  in  fine  ply,  but  trout  are  not  rising 
freely  to  the  fly,  and  the  anglers,  most  of  whom  are 
visitors,  are  getting  good  baskets  only  with  worm. 
Trout  are  potting  gravid,  and  the  season  is  noaring 
a  close.  The  shooting  tenants,  on  off  days,  are 
getting  fine  sport  on  the  locln,  Auchintaple  especially 
doing  well.  All  the  lochs  are  late,  and  trout  will 
be  iu  condition  up  till  close  time. — Iasgair. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  Aug.  29,  Dr. 
Archdall,  salmon,  221b.  ;  Mr.  Briggs,  thirteen  trout, 
421b.  ;  Mr.  Harrison,  one  sea-trout,  IJIb  ;  Mr. 
A' Court  (sea),  twelve  fish  of  sorts.  Aug.  30,  Mr. 
Low,  twenty-two  trout,  71b.  ;  Me  srs.  A'Court  and 
Harrison  (sea);  twenty-four  large  fish ;  Mr.  Briggs 
(sea),  seven  lythe  and  gurnet.  Aug.  31,  Dr.  Mac- 
kenzie, two  sea- trout,  l^lb.  Sept.  1,  Dr.  Archdall, 
one  grilse,  51b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A'Court  and  Mr. 
Harrison,  three  grilse,  5^1b.,  5]lb.,  and  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Low,  fourteen  trout,  4|lb.  ;  Dr.  Alliott  and  Mr. 
Ritchie,  sixteen  trout,  Ojlb.  Sept.  2,  Mr.  Douglas 
Fox,  eleven  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  Sir  B.  Brodie,  si-x  trout ; 
Dr.  Archdall,  four  sea-trout,  31b.,  four  brown  trout, 
lib. ;  Dr.  Alliott  and  Mr.  Ritchie  (sea),  fifteen  fish  of 
sorts;  Mr.  A'Court  (sea),  thirty  Hsh  of  sorts.  Sept.  3, 
Mr.  Ritchie  and  Mr.  Fox,  seven  trout,  2|lb.  Kirkaig 
is  well  stocked  with  salmon. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Iiairg,  N.B.).— Full 
daily  details  of  baskets  since  last  r.iported  cannot 
be  given,  but  the  following  excerpts  will  give  an 
idea  of  the  sport : — On  Aug.  29,  Messrs.  Munro  and 
Millar,  Glasgow,  fished  Loch  Metkland,  and  landed 
nineteen  trout  weighing  OJlb.  On  Aug.  30,  tliesame 
anglers  tri' d  Upper  Flag  Beat,  Lo^h  ^hin,  and 
caught  forty  tiout,  'Jib.  On  Aug.  31,  Messrs. 
Muni'o  and  Miliar  fished  Loch  More,  an  I  made  th  > 
exceptionally  good  basket  of  sixteen  sea-trout,  aggre- 
gating 2()lb.,  or  close  on  icwt. — B. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
Since  last  report  Major  Allanby  and  son,  Lincoln- 
shire, have  had  the  following  sport:— On  Aug.  22, 
on  George's  Pool,  four  sea-trout,  6-|lb.,  and  a  grilse 
of  3ilb.  On  Aug.  23,  eight  sea-trout,  121b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  31b.  On  Aug.  24,  on  Buck  Pool  and 
George's  Pool,  a  71b.  salmon  and  four  grilse,  one 
4Jlb.  and  the  rest  41b.  each.  On  Aug.  25,  on 
George's  Pool,  a  grilse  of  4Jlb.  and  one  sea-trout, 
21b.  On  Aug.  26,  on  Washerwoman  Pool,  one 
grilse,  51b.  On  Aug.  27,  on  George's  Pool,  one 
grilse,  3ilb.  On  Aug  29,  on  Flag  Pool,  eight  sea- 
irout,  averaging  21b.  each.  On  Aug,  30,  on  Falh 
Pool,  one  grilse,  41b. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Angling  conditions  most 
adverse,  but  hopes  are  entertained  that  grilse  will 
soon  afford  good  sport.  During  the  whole  of  last 
week  only  three  fish  were  landed. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  following  are  reports 
from  river.-'.  The  Annan. — This  river  was  in  flood 
on  Saturday  (Sept.  3).  A  few  rods  had  about  a 
dozen  herling  each  with  the  worm.  Mr.  Wm. 
Wright,  spinning  with  the  Devon  minnow,  caught 
ten  fish — seven  herling  and  three  yellow  trout. 
Captain  John  McLean  fishing  with  worm  had 
three  herling;  Mr.  Robert  Graham  took  six;  Mr. 
James  Bonner  four;  Mr.  W.  H.,  Hudson,  three; 
Mr.  Frank  Anderson  a  brace ;  Mr.  P.  McGiverin, 
seven,  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon,  ten,  Mr.  Jas.  Loudon  four, 
the  Rev.  F.  Coleby  seven  (with  fly),  Mr.  J.  C. 
Thexton  seven  (with  fly).  On  Tuesday  morning 
there  was  another  rise  in  the  water  which  put  the 
herling  off  the  rise.  Mr.  W.  Wright  had  a  couple  of 
large  herling.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  one  or  two. 
Mr.  Wm.  Millar  had  several  herling  with  worm  bait 
in  the  Everholm  portion.  Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie,  Mr. 
McDonald,  and  others  had  one  or  two  with  the  fly. 
In  the  Mount  Annan,  Hoddom  Castle,  and  Castle- 
milk  portions  anglers  are  reported  as  having  baskets 
of  from  four  to  eight  herling,  chiefly  with  fly.  In  the 
upper  waters,  Mr.  Sanger  had  one  sea-trout  and  four 
herling.  Mr.  Scott,  four  herling  and  six  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  Richardson,  one  sea-trout,  three  herling,  and 
twelve  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Thomson  five  herling  and 
some  yellow  trout,  and  other  rods  from  two  to  four 
each.  The  Du.mfriesNith. — Only afewherlinghave 
been  taken  in  the  waters  near  the  town,  but  a  few 
odd  herling  and  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Mid- 
Nithsdale  waters  below  Thornhill.  The  Gallovfay 
Rivers. — These  rivers  have  been  in  fairly  good 
order  of  late.  In  the  lower  Fleet  of  Gatehouse, 
Mr.  David  Macadam  had  a  sea-trout  of  3]lb.  and  a 
basket  of  herling  with  bait.  Several  other  rods  had 
moderate  sport.  In  the  Munches  water,  the  keeper, 
Swanson,  had  a  splendid  salmon  of  2l)lb.,  t)eside3 
another  of  smaller  weight.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcud- 
brightshire is  in  good  order,  and  some  back-end 
salmon  are  showing.  The  Urr  was  up  about  a 
foot  or  so  on  Saturday,  and  some  small  baskets  of 
tr.jut  were  taken.    Aykshibe  Lochs  and  Rivebs. — 


These  waters  are  in  fair  volume.  The  beat  catches 
are  obtained  on  Loch  Doon.  The  trout  on  Loch 
Doon  rise  pretty  well  if  September  proves  favour 
able  for  fly.  Not  much  is  doing  on  the  rivers. 
There  is  a  nice  show  of  salmon  in  the  Stincher, 
which  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Stair. — Heathkrhell. 

Tay. — During  the  past  week  the  river  Tay  has 
been  running  more  or  less  in  flood,  and  little  or  no 
sport  has  been  obtained.  With  Monday's  heavy 
rains  in  the  west  the  river  on  Tuesday  ro?e  about 
six  feet  and  was  very  muddy.  It  has,  however, 
now  fallen  back  several  feet,  and  should  bo  in  fine 
angling  order  by  Friday.  This  flood  has  come  at  a 
good  time,  and  will  have  enabled  a  large  number  of 
new  fish  to  push  forward.  There  ought  to  be  fine 
sport  on  most  of  the  beats  throughout  next  week. 
Mr.  Kennard,  fishing  Islamouth  beat  on  Sspt.  1, 
killed  a  grilse  of  431b.,  while  Capt.  Milhurne,  fishing 
Upper  Stobhall  water  on  Sept.  5,  landed  a  salmon 
of  171b.  Fiahing  on  Burnmouth  beat  on  Sept.  1. 
Major  Cayler  killed  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  (lib.,  and 
Mr.  Clarke,  fishing  Benchill  beat  on  same  day,  landed 
a  fish  of  13  Jib.  Mr.  Boden,  fishing  Cathole^  beat  on 
Sept.  2,  had  one  grilse  of  81b.,  while  Mr  M.  T.  Martin 
on  Sept.  5  had  two  gri'se  of  71b.  and  61b.,  and  Mrs. 
Martin  one  of  51b.  on  Lower  Stanley, — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahiuch  Fishery  (Oalway).— During  the 
week  Mr.  .1.  Heygate  had  secured  one  brown  trout, 
2  Jib.,  and  thirty-four  se  i-trout ;  Mr.  Douglas  Adams 
(in  four  days),  fifty  sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  W.  Wickham, 
twenty-eight  sea-trout;  Dr.  Fenton,  fifty-one  sea- 
trout  ;  The  Prince  of  Meerza,  eighty-four  sea-trout. 
The  weather  his  not  been  very  favourable,  rain 
falling  on  Sept.  2  and  4,  when  a  heavy  flood  occurred. 
— Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  rains  occurred 
at  short  intervals  through  the  week,  and  the  Black- 
wiiter.  Ballinderry,  Moyola,  Ciady,  and  Maine  were 
kept  in  continual  flood.  All  the  flax  water  has 
bejn  carried  to  the  lake,  and  these  tributaries  will 
bo  in  order  so  soon  a<  the  discoloured  water  runs 
off,  and  anglers  will  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
effects  of  the  poison  till  the  close  of  the  season. 
The  main  river  is  2J  feet  above  summer  level,  and 
all  the  sections  are  out  of  order,  and  there  are  no 
catches  to  record.  The  Kilrea  and  Portglenone 
stretches  will  be  the  only  portions  where  sport 
need  be  expected  in  the  present  state  of  the  river, 
as  the  others  are  much  too  deep  for  the  fly  to  be 
used. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  very  heavy  spates 
of  the  past  week  swept  the  rivers  clean  of  flax  water, 
and,  except  in  a  few  belated  localities,  the  general 
pollution  has  passed  away  and  comparatively  little 
harm  done.  Bait  fishing  accounted  for  most  of  the 
trout  killed  this  week  on  the  Comber,  Glenavy, 
Crumlin,  Sixmile  water,  Clady,  etc.  At  the  Dams 
trout  fishing  rules  mediocre.  Mr.  J.  Dixon,  one 
evening  at  Wood  burn,  creeled  four  trout,  heaviest 
l^lb.,  ten  others  fib.  each,  making  a  bag  of  210  fish 
sines  April  18.  Stoneyford  dam,  Leathemstoun 
dam,  the  Glenavy,  Crumlin,  Sixmile,  Clady,  and  all 
other  sti-eams  entering  Lough  Neagh  close  on 
September  30.— J.  A  B. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry). — When  the  conditions 
were  favourable  some  good  baskets  of  sea  and 
brown  trout  have  been  had.  The  back-end  angling 
promises  weU  on  this  water  — T.  J.  D. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry).  —  These 
waters  are  now  too  flooded  and  foul  from  heavy 
mountain  floods  to  afford  much  chance  of  sport. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Heavy 
rains  have  fallen  in  this  locality  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  floodgates  at  Belleek  are  open  again, 
and  the  river  is  now  at  winter  height  of  water,  with 
no  improvement  in  sport.  There  were  seven  or 
eight  salmon  and  grilse  taken  on  the  Erne  during 
the  past  week  amongst  several  rods.  There  is  no 
prospect  of  any  sport  on  the  river  for  the  remainder 
of  this  season. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons, 

Eillarney. — Heavy  rains  have  again  retarded 
sport,  and  no  good  sport  can  be  expected  until  the 
waters  fine  down. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Cor  rib  (Anglers'  Hotel,  Oughterardi.— 
(List  week'-i  report.)  Mr.  W.  L.  Hamnett,  eighteen 
trout  wtighing  361b.,  the  largest  being  61b.  2oz. 
Col.  Buckell  and  Mr.  Carter,  for  four  days  in  one 
boat,  twenty-one  trout,  311b.  Thr^e  other  gentlemen 
got  good  bags  of  grouse  on  the  moundain  attached 
to  this  hotel  during  the  week. — Thos.  Naughton.  - 

Lough  Carrane,  etc  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  very  much  against  angling, 
and  sport  has  not  been  as  good  as  usual  in  con- 
se  luence.  Sport  has  been  fair  on  the  upper  lakes 
at  sea  and  brown  trout.  On  Waterville  river  the 
salmon  continue  sluggish,  but  fair  sport  was  had  on 
it  at  sea-trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  nXask  and  Corrib  (Clonbar).  —Fishing 
on  the  above  waters  has  improved.  On  Sept.  4, 
Capt.  and  Mrs.  Norman,  on   Mask,  made  a  fine 
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P.  D. 


MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfacturer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Taclile  snitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.       New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Eeel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  King^fisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  E.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using^your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


26  &  28.  scon  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B. 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


BURBERRY-PROOF 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  The  best  fishing  hat  I  ever  used. 
You  can  have  it  as  light  as  you  like, 
and  yet  it  will  keep  out  any  amount 
of  rain,  and  the  peak  protects  the 
eyes,  ears,  and  back  of  neck."-  Fi^h- 
ing  Gazette. 


Every 

BDrberrj-Proof 
bears  a 

Burberry  Label. 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 


Provide  the  Angler 
with  every  need, 
affording  him— 

(1)  Protection  from 
Wet  in  all  forms. 

(2)  Self- Ventilation. 

(3)  Coolness  and  Light 
ness. 

(4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


No  kit  in  the  world  gives 
such  freedom  of  swing  to 
the  arms.  A  characteristic 
essential  not  only  to  Anglers, 
but  for  the  devotees  of  all 
other  forms  of  Sport.  Looks 
smart  as  well  as  workman- 
like, and  unparalleled  for 
excellence  of  material  and 
design. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

Thoroughly  adapted  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  angler.  Double  brim 
arranged  to  hold  casts  and  flies,  &c. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregrinations  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali- 
ties, whUst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  of  any 
kind  in  the  open  air. 


BURBERRY  FISHING  SUIT 


FISHING  SLIP-ON. 


30,  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON  ;  &  BASINGSTOKE. 
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basket  of  trout — among  the  lot  wag  a  gillaroo  of 
5pb. — all  caught  dapping  with  Harry  Longlegs. 
On  Sept.  5,  Major  and  Mra.  Jones  creeled  seven 
trout  (dapping)  from  lib.  to  I'jlb.  On  S-^pt.  G, 
Capt.  Norman  caught  half  a  dozen  trout  dapping, 
turning  the  scale  at  131b. ;  Dr.  Marshall  caught  six 
on  Harry  Longlegs,  one  of  GJlb.  among  the  lot. 
Several  anglers  are  having  good  sport  with  pike. — ■ 
—J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. —Generally  trouting  was  not  so 
good  as  in  the  previous  week,  yet  the  anglers  who 
were  out  daily  had  some  fair  catches  of  brown 
trout  and  gillaroo.  Mr.  G.  Conolly  took  three 
brown  trout  during  the  past  week  trolling  of  3Jlb., 
41b.,  and  SJlb.,  and  Mr.  P.  Grimes  took,  amongst 
others,  several  fine  gillaroos  of  lib.,  IJlb.,  and 
l^lb. — M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

nXoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Culleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). —  Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  and  discoloured 
water,  sport  was  poor  for  the  past  week.  Capt. 
Bloss  Lynch,  five  grilse.  201b. ;  Mr.  John  Garvey, 
four  grilse.  261b.  ;  Capt.  Pratt,  one  grilse.  5^1b. ; 
Mr.  Black,  four  grilse,  211b.;  Mr.  Wilson,  three  gril  e, 
161b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Scroope,  three  grilse,  16 Jib.  Some 
nice  trout  have  been  got  on  the  loughs,  and  an 
occasional  grilse  spinning.  The  Palmerstown  river 
fished  well  during  the  week,  some  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  being  taken.  A  few  salmon  were  alao  taken 
on  the  D  !el  river.  Some  nice  white  trout  were  got 
on  the  Bunree  river.  Salmon  fishing  on  the  Moy 
river.  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  closes  on  Sept.  16.— 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Kosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— Angling  on 
the  Rosses  lakes  in  the  past  week  was  about  the 
average,  there  being  no  big  bags  to  record.  Mr.  G. 
Thompson  caught  five  sea-trout  on  Meenleckoalore, 
and  Mr.  Christie  eight  sight  sea-trout  on  Dungloe. 
Amongst  the  others  fishing  at  Dungloe  are  Mr. 
Lightioot's  party  of  six,  Mr.  Garcia,  Colonel  Foster, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gore,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Hutcheson, 
Messrs.  Faulkiner,  Mr.  Soorer,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, Mr.  Quigley,  Captain  .fackson,  Mr.  CoUinson, 
Mr.  Hussey  and  son,  Mr.  Yowill,  Mr.  Vance,  Mr. 
Spence,  B.L ,  Dr.  D'Eveyln,  Mr.  Greenhalgh. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  river  has  again 
risen,  and  prospects  for  the  autumn  fishing  continue 
most  favourable. — John  E bright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Now 

that  we  are  well  into  September,  which  together 
with  October  are  good  fishing  months,  we  may 
count  on  making  some  fair  bags.  For  large  fish, 
October  cou'.d  n  it  be  excelled.  I  know  of  some 
fine  beats  that  could  be  had  very  reasonably,  and 
also  good  accommodation  and  apartments.  I  shall 
bepleastd  to  forward  full  particulars  on  applica- 
tion.— S.  J.  Hurley,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Owing  to  very  bad  weather  sea 
angling  is  at  present  suspended. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). —Though  better  conditions  of 
water  and  temperature  have  recently  obtained, 
sport  has  proved  intensely  fickle,  and  local  catches 
scarcely  worthy  of  record.  Indeed,  on  several  days 
all  the  rods  present  upon  the  pier  have  not  together 
accounted  for  a  dozen  sizeable  fish.  One  large  sole 
and  a  few  dabs  constituted  the  major  part  i  f 
the  day's  catch  on  Sept.  4,  though  but  few 
anglers  continued  their  efforts  for  any  length  of 
time.  A  strong  south-west  wind  prevailed  on  Sept.  5, 
but  no  improvement  in  sport  was  witnessed,  though 
the  number  of  rods  was  far  above  the  average. 
The  water  was  unusually  clear  and  bright  on  the  6th, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  small  skulpins  were 
in  evidence,  but  primer  varieties  of  fish  were  few 
and  far  between.  For  about  ha'f-an-hour  a  large 
school  of  mackerel  made  frequent  appearances  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  pier.  The  7th  witnessed  no 
improvement  whatever,  and  at  present  there  is  not 
sufficient  sport  to  tempt  the  veriest  enthusiast. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Herne  Bay. — Bass  are  still  giving  good  sport ; 
although  leas  in  number,  they  appear  to  be  of 
greater  size.  On  Sept.  4  Mr.  Edwards  landed  one 
weighing  6Jlb.,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Peacock 
was  out  for  two  hours,  when  he  caught  two  score  of 
dabs.  Mr.  Shorter  also  had  good  sport  with  dabs, 
which  run  a  very  good  size,  two  weighing  lib.  each. 
Whiting  are  also  beginning  to  put  in  an  appearance. 
The  local  association  have  decided  to  give  four 
prizes  in  fishing  tackle,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
prizes,  medalg,  in  their  annual  competition  at  the 
end  of  October. — .7.  A.  Gripper. 

Penzance.  —  Moderate  takes  of  mixed  fiah. 
Messrs.  Bates  and  Wheeler  (B.S.A.S.)  and  Messrs. 
Ward  and  Franks  had,  on  Sept.  1.  21  bream  (largest, 
SJlb.),  3  pollack,  2  mackerel,  2  ling,  2  conger,  3  large 
dogfish,  25  various,  and  on  Sept.  2,  7  large  conger, 
3  ling,  23  large  pouting,  1  codling,  5  bream,  1  large 
crawfish  (8^1b.),  I  small  catfish,  about  30  various; 
Mr.  Ward's  rod  in  this  catch  had  the  crawfish,  1 


ling,  1  bream,  1  conger,  1  pouting,  1  codling,  12 
various.  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Allsebrook,  and  Rutley's 
week's  catches  on  rods: — On  Monday,  18  bream,  2 
pollack,  5  pouting,  3  gurnard ;  f>n  Tuesday,  25  breana, 
3  pollack,  5  pouting,  1  mackerel.  1  shark,  I  dogfish, 
1  dorey;  on  Thursday,  24  bream,  4  pouting,  1 
whiting,  1  gurnard;  on  Friday,  24  bream,  2  pollack 
(81b.  and  51b.),  1  pouting,  1  mackerel,  1  shark.  Mr. 
J.  Boyton  (B.S.A.S.),  on  Tuesday,  8  pollack,  2 
mackerel,  about  25  various ;  on  Wednesday  night, 
congering,  brought  a  large  one  right  up  to  the  boat, 
and  the  man  got  the  gaff  into  it  when  it  made  a 
twist,  wrenched  the  gaff  out  of  the  boatman's  hand, 
broke  the  tackle,  and  got  clean  away ;  on  Friday 
the  catch  was  55  various.  Mr.  Boyton  reports 
that  while  fishing  on  Friday  a  Newlyn  fisherman 
anchored  close  by  and  hooked  a  large  akate  which 
he  brought  to  the  suface,  but  was  unable  to  lift 
aboard,  so  he  raised  anchor  and  sailed  for  home 
Mr.  Boyton  made  inquiries  at  Newlyn  on  Saturday, 
and  found  the  fisherman  had  brought  ashore  his 
catch.  It  was  estimated  to  weigh  between  IJcwt 
and  2cwt.,  and  was  sold  by  auction  for  Is.  6d.  Mr. 
Lovell,  whiffing  for  pollack,  caught  over  100  fair 
sized  fish.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — There  is  nothing  much  to  report 
except  that  the  fishing  is  pretty  much  the  same  as 
last  week,  and  I  have  heard  from  customers  that 
they  are  having  very  good  sport  at  Looe  with  the 
pollack.  Mackerel  are  also  very  plentiful  near  the 
Duke  rock,  and  several  boats  can  be  teen  there  daily 
whiffing  for  them.  The  whiting  boats  have  been 
doing  very  well,  and  the  fish  have  been  running  very 
large,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  bass  are  not 
feeding  well  this  week  ;  they  may  be  expected  to 
show  up  again  any  moment.  VVo  are  just  now 
having  a  visit  from  a  lot  of  sharks,  which  run  from 
about  3ft.  to  12ft.  in  length,  and  are  evidently  after 
the  schools  of  pilchards  that  at  this  time  vi^it  our 
coast;  several  have  been  tiken  on  hand  lines 
between  here  and  Penzance.  I  know  of  two  that 
were  caught  on  rods  which  gave  some  fun  I  hava 
just  heard  from  another  of  our  bjatmen  at  Looe 
that  they  have  been  having  good  sport  with  the 
pollack,  one  boat  nearly  ocwt.,  and  others  came  in 
with  catches  varying  from  1401b.  down  to  301b. ;  size 
of  the  largest  fish  about  181b. — William  Heaedeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

RamBgate.  —  Notwithstanding  the  indifferent 
weather,  fishing  has  been  fairly  good  this  week, 
gTod  dabs,  silver  whiting,  and  pouting  being  fairly 
plentiful.  The  piera  and  Marina  have  also  afforded 
-sport  with  the  same  fish,  with  the  addition  of  some 
silver  eels  and  bass,  but  I  can  hear  of  no  notable 
fish  being  taken.  Week  end  prospects  are  good, 
subject  of  course  to  the  vagaries  of  the  weather. — 
Grey  Mullett. 

Wejrmouth.  —  Fishing  has  been  rather  slack 
lately,  the  tides  not  being  favourable,  and  the 
weather  very  unsettled.  Mackerel  are  still  plentiful 
in  the  bay,  but  pollack  seem  to  be  scarce.  Pouting 
are  very  numerous,  but  run  small.  There  is  a 
lot  of  dog-fish  in  the  bay,  and  they  give  good  sport 
on  rod  and  line.  Bass  are  coming  up  the  backwater 
again,  one  gentleman  taking  forty-eight  on  Sept.  6 
with  rod,  and  baiting  with  ragworm ;  another 
angler  took  twenty-three  and  another  eighteen. 
Mullet  have  also  been  seen,  but  are  too  shy  to 
catch.  We  hope  to  be  favoured  with  fine  weather 
for  our  competitions  next  week,  and  also  plenty  of 
sport.  The  Mayor  is  offering  a  cup  for  the  be.-t  six 
fish  of  any  kind  taken  duriaa  the  competition,  and  a 
gold  medal  is  offered  for  largest  single  fish.  We 
are  still  open  for  a  lot  more  entries. — Chas.  J. 
Russell  (tlon.  Sec.  W.A.A  ). 


Jlssociafions,  efc. 


Anglers'  Association  Challenge  Shield. 

Results  of  Sept.  4. — Leyton  Waltonians  beat 
Sundial  A.S.  ;  Walthamstow  Bros,  beat  Edmonton 
and  Tottenham;  West  Green  beat  Crown  and 
Buckland  ;  Ealing  (holder.^)  beat  Wiltshire  United  ; 
Harlesden  beat  Newbury  Pi^catorials  ;  Serapis  beat 
Jubilee;  Stepney  beat  Earl  Darnley ;  St  John's 
beat  Warwick  Castle  Jolly  A. ;  Brompton  beat 
South  London ;  Original  Clerkenwell  beat  West 
Ham  Bros.  The  fixtures  for  next  week  are  as 
follows : — Broxbourne,  Albion  Bros,  v-  Central 
Club  Piscatorials ;  Ware,  Eagle  v.  Duke  of  Norfolk  ; 
Henley,  Cobden  v.  Wellington  ;  Wargrave,  Orieinal 
Clerkenwell  v.  Dalston ;  Boxmoor,  Prince  of  Wales 
V.  Spread  Eagle.  This  will  complete  the  first 
round.  The  draw  for  second  round  will  take  place 
at  Blue  Anchor,  Chance  street,  Shoreditch,  on 
Friday,  Sept.  16,  and  on  the  same  evening  the  cup 
and  prizes  won  at  the  Anglers'  Association  Amberley 
Competition  will  be  presented  and  a  concert 
arranged.  All  anglers  are  specially  invited  to  be 
present. — F.  A.  Gray. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Aug.  31  there  was  a  very  fair] 
attendance,  and  variouj  mattars  of  business  werej 
transaoteH.     Four  new  members  were  elected,  aadl 
three  applications  for  membership  receive!.  Recenta 
fishing  results  showed  that  Mr.  Wood  Barrett  ancu 
friends  had  good  sport  among  tho  bream  and  roach! 
in  Norfolk,  Messrs.  Adams  and  Loudensach  hadi 
roach  from  the  society's  water  up  to  lib.  5oz.  each,] 
Mr.   Blagrave  roach   (best   lib.    SJoz.),  and  Mr.] 
Cracknell  in  one  day  had  over  121b.  up  to  lib.,  andil 
other  members  had  perch  and  dace.    Two  morel 
small  trout   have   been   taken  at  Harofield  and.] 
returned,  an  encouraging  sign  that  these  fish  are' 
increasing.    The  committee  mot  on  Sept.  1  to  con- 
sider a  report  received  from  one  of  the  bai  iffs  and 
to  settle  other  business.  It  is  particularly  requested 
that  any  member  who  wishes  to  have  a  day's 
fishing  for  a  friend  in  the  society's  water  should 
obtain   a  ticket  from   the  secretary  beforehand. 
During  the  winter  months  it  is  proposed  to  have 
periodical  readings  and  concerts,  further  particulars 
of  which  will  be  duly  announced.  Several  members 
spent  this  last  week-end  at  Harefield,  but  sport  was 
indifferent. — E.  B. 

Briti.sh  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

With  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke  in  the  chair,  dis- 
cussion was  resumed  upon  the  question  opened  last 
week  by  Mr.  Pickup,  "Should  the  Autumn  Com- 
petition be  Continued  at  Deal  ?  "  and  there  were 
numerous  speakers  both  on  the  negative  and  tho 
affirmative  sides.  On  the  one  side  it  was 
alleged  that  the  quality  of  the  fishing  at  Deal 
had  become  inferior,  and  that  there  were  other 
stations  round  the  coast  more  suitable  in  this 
respect,  and  affording  ample  ticcommodation  in 
boats  and  men.  A  change  of  venue  would,  it  was 
urged,  give  an  impetus  to  the  competition  somewhat 
commensurate  to  the  increased  numbers  of  the 
society's  members  attending  it.  As  the  competition 
certainly  resulted  in  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum 
of  money  in  the  town  and  on  t'le  boach,  not  only 
by  the  actual  fisherman,  but  by  his  numerous 
friends,  it  would,  it  was  contended,  add  larg'-ly  to 
the  society's  influence  and  the  ppoit  of  its 
members  to  arrange  that  other  suitable  fi.-ihing 
stations  should  participate.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  the  operation  of  the  law  of  supply  €ind 
demand  had,  with  tho  very  large  number  of 
members  attending  the  competition,  raised  prices, 
and  in  various  ways  made  needful  arrangements 
with  boatmen  more  difficult  and  less  satisfactory, 
and  that  a  little  healthy  competition  was  calculated 
to  remedy  to  some  extent  these  little  difficulties. 
This  cau-;e  was  already  operating  in  reducing  the 
number  of  sea  fishermen  frequenting  Deal  during 
the  season  as  other  equally  good  stations  round  tho 
coast  were  opening  out  and  developing  ;  cheap  rail- 
way fares  made  great  difference,  and  at  many 
distant  places  the  smaller  cost  of  living  amply  re- 
paid the  cost  of  extra  mileage.  Many  of  the 
members,  who  formerly  spent  their  holidays  at 
Deal,  sea  angling,  were  now  to  be  found  all  down 
the  south  coast,  to  the  westward,  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  and  especially  in  Ireland  and  Wales,  the 
Scotch  and  north-east  coasts.  If  tho  com- 
petition could  be  arranged  to  follow  this  migra- 
tion great  benefits  would  accrue.  The  demand 
being  thus  spread,  the  supply  would  be  more  satis- 
factorily obtained.  Various  localities  were  indicated 
as  being  suitable,  but  this  portion  of  the  argument 
was  but  feebly  backed  up  by  facts.  It  was  urged 
by  those  in  favour  of  the  competition  being  retained 
at  Deal  that  no  evidenca  had  been  brought  forward 
that  there  was  another  place  with  so  good  a  fishing 
ground  with  rea  enable  access  from  London  and 
the  Midlands,  nor  that  anywhere  else  a  sufficiently] 
large  supply  of  suitable  boats  and  good  fishermen! 
was  obtainable.  The  season  falling  in  the  winter 
months,  the  usual  type  of  pleasure  boats  found 
on  our  coasts  and  of  the  men  who  man  them, 
mostly  not  fishermen,  would  hardly  afford 
needful  safety  in  places  nearly  all  very  exposed, 
and  where  the  good  fishing  grounds  lie  at 
some  distance  from  shore.  Practical  difficulties 
of  supervision,  limit  of  time,  and  the  needful  weigh- 
ing in  would  surely  arise.  All  these  had  been 
successfully  met  at  Deal,  it  was  contended,  and  the 
complaints  as  to  boatmen — tho  reasonableness  of 
which  was  to  a  great  extent  admitted — would 
inevitably  reproduce  themselves  at  any  other  place. 
It  was  urged  that  the  remedy  for  these  evils  lay  in 
the  hands  of  individual  members  to  a  \ery  large 
extent,  and  that  a  firm,  just,  and  at  the  same 
time  not  illiberal  heuidling  of  a  set  of  men  who 
had  many  excellencies,  and  suited  the  purpose 
very  well,  would  as  far  as  possible  reduce  the 
evil  complained  of  and  enable  t'e  compe- 
tition, as  of  yore,  to  be  successfully  completed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  members  competing  and 
the  renown  of  the  society.  ;It  was  admitted  that 
there  was  much  ground  for  the  complaints  made. 
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but  it  was  contended  that  proper  investigation  of 
them  should  be  made  by  the  committee,  who  we;  e 
possessed  of  ample  power  to  deal  with  them.  The 
chairman  in  closing  the  discussion  congratulated 
the  members  upon  the  reasonable  and  temperate 
manner  in  which  they  had  brought  forward  causes 
.if  complaint,  neither  few  nor  small.  Both  he  anrl 
ther  memlers  of  the  committee  had  taken  careful 
te  of  them,  and  he  felt  sure  would  do  all  in  thf  ir 
jwer  to  devise  and  use  remedies.  The  discussion 
,13  an  academic  oce,  as  the  year's  competition 
■  ad  for  some  time  been  fixed  at  Deal  in  November, 
and  the  rules  and  conditions  would  be  shortly 
issued.  The  reports  read  from  statiocs  were 
Dumerous  and  of  a  very  satisfactory  character,  and 
the  letters  from  members  away  fishing  show  the 
spoit  was  good  at  Parkstone,  Dorset.  Conger  up 
TO  ISJlb.  had  been  taken  at  Penzance.  Messrs. 
Bates,  Wheeler,  Ward,  and  Franks  had  been 
taking  bream  up  to  3Jlb.,  pollack,  conger, 
line,  etc.  Mr.  Boy  ton  had  one  or  two 
lair  catches.  Bally  cotton,  Ireland. — Mr.  Mallett's 
telegram  announced  that  the  party  of  fifteen 
members  now  fishing  there  were  enjoying  good 
sport,  best  pollack  101b.  to  121b.  each  ;  hake  91b.  to 
121b.  :  conger,  181b.  and  201b.  ;  cod,  2441b.  ;  skate, 
:]21b.,  571b.  and  981b.  Messrs.  Norman,  Hearn, 
Basden,  Crisfield,  Howes,  Garnham,  and  the  two 
Messrs.  Bullock  were  of  the  party.  Two  members 
=  shing  at  Dover  had  teiken,  on  Sept.  7,  eighty  pouting 
up  to  21b.,  and  eleven  conger  up  to  12^.1b,and  eleven 
bass  had  been  taken  off  the  Lord  Warden  Hotel. 
Mr.  Hussey  presented  preserved  specimens  of  the 
larger  or  Bom  sand-eel  never  before  found  at 
Deal,  and  of  the  sand-launce  found  inside  the 
supposed  salmon  referred  to  last  week  ;  also  a 
specimen  of  another  just  taken,  which  he  submitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  members.  Much  doubt  was 
expressed  upon  the  subject,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 
declaring  that  it  was  a  bull-trout.  It  is  to 
be  sent  to  Mr.  Boulenger  for  a  decision.  Mr. 
Tucker  had  successfully  used  the  improvement 
upon  Mr.  Parker's  boom  submitted  last  week,  and 
found  it  very  effective.  Good  accounts  continued 
to  come  from  members  fishing  at  Ramsay  and  Port 
f'rin.  Isle  of  Man. — Good  skate,  cod.  mackerel  and 
,  1  rnard  were  being  taken.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the 
airman,  the  secretary,  and  Mr.  Hussey  closed 
t  lie  meeting. — H.  P. 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  most  successful  [meeting  (Mr.  Robert  Davison 
in  the  chair)  was  held  at  the  Broad  Street 
Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  the  principal  attraction 
being  the  reading  of  a  paper  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson 
Ladell.  There  were  several  fishing  reports,  some 
Vf ry  good  results  being  exhibited;  amongst  them, 
Mr.  E.  W.  Cox,  from  Wargrave,  showed  good  chub, 
several  running  to  nearly  31b.  ;  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox,  also, 
having  got  good  roach  from  same  locality.  Good 
fish  had  been  tak^n  du'  ing  the  week  at  the  Society's 
Wraysbury  Fishery,  including  perch  of  lib.  7oz. 
and  lib.  2oz.  by  Mr.  Wolff,  and  a  nice  fish  of  lib. 
hy  Mr.  Semple.  Mr.  Thompson  had  had  roach  and 
gudgeon;  whilst  from  waters  near  Worcester,  Mr. 
Higgs  had  taken  a  fine  show  of  chub,  trout,  roach, 
grayline.  etc. ;  Mr.  Begernie,  of  Filey,  had  had  some 
nice  fishing,  taking  cod-fish,  mackerel,  whiting,  flat- 
fi=h,  and  rock-perch.  Dr.  Ladell's  paper — entitled 
"Holiday  Ramblings  " — was  intently  listened  to,  the 
doctor  giving  most  interesting  accounts  of  fishing 
and  mining  experiences  in  and  around  Guernsey, 
Cornwall,  etc.  At  the  conclusion,  an  enthusiastic 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  reader  showed  how  greatly 
the  mee'ing  had  appreciated  and  enjoyed  his  very 
succesful  endeavours  Mr.  Higgs  received  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  additions  to  the  Society's  Album, 
and  for  a  nice  gift  for  a  prize  ;  the  Chairman  also 
being  cordially  thanked  for  the  gifts  of  implements, 
for  use  at  the  Society's  fishery.  Special  attention 
was  called  by  the  Chairman  to  the  exhibition  of 
tackle,  curios,  etc.,  arranged  to  take  place  at  the 
society's  rooms  on  the  20th  Sept.,  all  member.s 
being  requested  to  co-operate,  so  as  to  make  the 
affair  a  great  success  ;  there  will  be  a  "  roving  compe- 
tition" for  any  fish  excepting  pike  and  perch  on 
Sept.  27,  any  open  water,  lasual  C.L.P.S.  condition?^, 
best  three  fish  of  any  kind  may  receive  the  society's 
medal.  As  regards  Wraysbury  outing  last  month, 
it  is  stated  that  the  committee  will  award  roach 
competition  medal  to  Mr.  Halls,  and  dace  medal  to 
Mr.  Gilbert.  The  usual  toast  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  F.  Buckingham  presided  at  the  committee 
meeting,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  at  the  special  and 
ordinary  meetings  which  followed  on  Tuesday  last, 


IDf) 


when  important  business  was  transacted.  Next 
Tuesday  evening  a  discussion  on  the  recent  Crystal 
Palace  tournament  will  bo  opened,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  many  members  and  their  friends  will  be  present 
to  record  their  impressions.  Two  gentlemen  were 
proposed  for  election.  Some  capital  fishing  reports 
were  given,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  following :  Mr.  Emery,  a  very  heavy  bag 
of  roach  of  first-rate  size  up  to  l|lb.  Mr.  A.  Zerfass 
six  dace  weighing  31b.,  twenty-one  roach,  grayling 
and  dace,  weighing  211b.  In  this  catch  were  roach 
of  21b.  6oz.,  lib.  13^oz.,  lib.  13oz.  ;  graylingof  251b., 
lib.  12oz.,  and  lib.  9oz.,  and  a  dace  of  lOozs.  Mr. 
Bayliffo,  a  good  bag  of  roach,  perch  and  dace, 
largest  perch  lib.  1.5oz.  from  Thoale.  Mr.  Zerfaas 
hopes  at  his  next  outing  to  beat  this  catch,  as  he 
was  broken  up  by  what  appeared  t  j  be  much  heavier 
fish.  The  Gresham  toast,  and  a  ordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  gentlemen  presiding,  brought  a  very 
busy  and  interesting  meeting  to  a  close. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  at  the  weekly  gathering 
on  Sept.  7.  It  was  decided  that  should  any  members 
fishing  in  the  championship  fail  to  arrive  at  a  definite 
result  at  the  locality  appointed  by  the  society,  they 
should  be  entitled  to  fish  at  any  place  mutually 
approved.  Dr.  A.  Mitchell,  fly  fishing  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Thames,  has  taken  a  brace  of  trout, 
241b.  and  21b.,  and  seven  brace  of  chub,  averaging 
21b.  Mr.  J.  Potter,  from  our  Barford  fishery,  forty 
perch  of  a  pound  or  over  ;  Mr.  G.  Rayner,  porch  and 
dace  up  to  9oz. ;  Mr.  Dunn,  perch,  roach  up  to  IJlb., 
and  dace  up  to  9oz.,  from  the  Lea ;  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels, 
from  the  Thames,  roach  and  a  largo  number  of  fine 
dace,  for  the  river,  up  to  7oz.  or  8oz. — G.  W. 


In  Germany,  dogs  are  divided  into  three  classes. 
The  first  class  includes  dogs  that  are  kept  mprely  as 
pets  by  people  in  good  circumstances.  In  the 
second  class  are  all  sporting  dogs — that  is  to  say, 
dogs  used  actually  for  shooting  and  hunting  ;  whilst 
the  third  class  comprises  dogs  used  for  drawing 
carts,  etc.,  and  for  farmers'  purposes.  The  first- 
class  dogs  have  to  pay  a  tax  of  20  marks,  or  equal 
to  our  £1 ;  the  second-class  ten  marks,  or  10s.  ;  and 
the  third-class  5s.  per  annum.  The  plan  seems  a 
fair  and  reasonable  one. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

ri-Y  ROX>S. 

HICKORY  FLY  ROD,  3  joints,10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  ringed, 
brazed,  swelled  grip,  bronzed  ferrules,  and  brass  winch  fittings,  in 
bag,  complete   5/9 

GREENHEART  ROD,  lift.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt  ...  7/- 

QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  6  in.  (5  joints)       ...  9/- 

SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  cork  grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag,  complete  11/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

GREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  snake 
rings,  Universal  winch  fittings,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  21  /- 

BEST  ENGLISH  MADE  SPLIT  CANE    FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  look  joints,  cork  grip, 

10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft  75/- 

If  with  Steel  Centre   extra  20/- 

K.B. — All  Hods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags. 

WINGED  OR  HACKLE  TROUT  FLIES,  | 

Fine  Gut,  1/-  per  doz.  I 

WADING  NETS,  with  cHp,  5/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  and  STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9(1.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 

CATALOGUES  {Dept."0")  POST  FREE.    Please  mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 

BENETFljlir&  CO. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites, 

107  ana  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON, 


RELIABLE  AND  UP  TO  DATE 

Sea  Angling  Requisites. 


SEA  TRACES. 

SEA   PATERNOSTER  BOOMS. 
BRASS  LINED,   HIGH  GRADE 
REELS. 

POLLACK  &  MACKEREL  BAITS. 
BOAT  RODS. 

HAND  LINES,  AND 

BAIT  HOOKS. 


HY.MILWARD&SONS,  LTD., 
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^offings  bp  l^ap. 

"  Human  life  has  beautiful  mysteries,  as  it  has  sad 
secrets." — Guizot. 


The  railway  compatiies  have  agreed  to  issue 
return  tickets  to  B.S.A.S.  competitora  at  the  Wey- 
mouth Sea  Angling  Competition  on  Sept.  12,  14,  16, 
and  16  at  a  fare  and  a  quarter.  The  distance  from 
London  is  142|  miles. 


Mb.  Wat,ter  Armstkono,  author  of  the  book 
on  "Wrestling,"  published  by  Geo.  Bell  &  Sons,  is 
also  known  as  "  The  Champion,"  "  Gilnockie,"  and 
"  Crossbuttocker." 


A  smoking  concert,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Central  Hand-in-Hand  A  S.,  will  be  held  on  Wednes- 
day, Sept.  14,  at  the  Princess  Alice,  York-street, 
City-road.  The  proceeds  will  be  devoted  to  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Convalescent  Home.  Admission 
by  programme,  to  bp  obtained  of  Mr.  J.  Knowles, 
at  the  Princess  Alice,  or  of  the  committee — Messrs 
W.  Ivory,  R.  Aldridge,  and  J.  P.  Cox  (Hon.  Sec). 
Ladies  are  invited,  and  a  number  of  talented  artistes 
will  appear.  Commence  at  8  o'clock.  During  the 
evening  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Messrs.  J. 
Knowles.  R.  Aldridge,  F.  Green,  and  C.  Creasey. 
This  concert  is  in  aid  of  a  very  deserving  cause,  and 
Mr.  J.  P.  Cox  and  other  members  of  the  Charity 
Concert  Association  and  committee  are  s*  raining 
every  nerve  to  make  it  a  success. 


Over  the  moor  to  the  cliff  by  the  sea, 

'Twixt  the  gorse  aflanie  and  the  heather  dead. 

There  are  twain  that  go  hand  in  hand  with  me. 
Though  the  earth  hears  not  their  rhythmic  tread. 

So  sings  May  Sinclair  in  some  pretty  lines — and 
tells  us  that  the  twain  are  Memory  and  Hope. 


A  REPORT  of  the  capture  of  a  31b.  6oz.  roach 
appeared  in  a  contemporary  on  July  20,  1903.  On 
April  23,  1904,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  on  the  author- 
ity of  Mr.  J.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  it  turned  out  to 
be  a  chub  [Leuciscus  cephalus).  On  Jan.  2,  1904, 
we  gave  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Geo.  Edmonds,  who 
captured  a  roach  of  21b.  13|oz.  from  the  Thames, 
which  was  handsomely  set  up  by  Messrs.  Cooper 
and  Sons.  In  the  Manchester  Fishery  Exhibition, 
March,  1900,  a  roach  was  exhibited  (Case  63)  of  31b. 
loz.,  caught  by  A.  Dransfield,  in  Crime  Valley.  Case 
91  was  labelled,  "Roach  3|lb. — a  monster."  In  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  West- 
minster, of  1808,  Case  45  was  labelled,  "Roach  31b. 
l|oz."  In  1895,  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  there  was 
exhibited  a  roach  of  21b.  6oz.,  taken  by  Mr.  W. 
Davidson.  Although  I  saw  the  31b.  loz.,  31b.  8oz., 
and  the  31b.  l^oz.  roach  in  the  cases,  I  did  not 
weigh  them.  In  the  same  exhibition  there  was  a 
case  which  contained  a  roach  of  21b.  8oz.,  and  a 
dace  of  12oz.,  caught  with  the  fly  on  the  Test. 
Both  these  fish  were  weighed  in  the  presence  of  the 
Editor  at  St.  Dunstan's  House.  There  was  also  a 
roach  (deformed)  taken  at  Ware,  on  the  Lea,  of 
31b.  5oz. 

* 

«  *  *  * 

This  is  in  answer  to  an  Ux bridge  angler  who 
would  like  to  be  informed  of  the  record  weight  of 
a  single  roach  caught  by  fair  angling  in  England. 
I  can  vouch  for  the  correct  weight  of  the  21b.  8oz., 
21b.  13Joz.,  and  31b.  5oz.  (though  the  latter  was 
suffering  from  dropsy).  Perhaps  some  angler  who 
is  good  at  keeping  records  of  large  roach  might 
further  add  to  this  information — when,  how,  and 
by  whom  taken.  On  Aug.  23,  Mr.  F.  Clay,  of 
Carter's,  captured  40lb.  of  roach  all  over  lib.,  the 
two  largest  21b.  and  21b.  2oz.  Two-pound  roach 
are  worthy  of  being  recorded  in  italics  ;  21b.  8oz. 
roach  in  small  capitals  ;  and  three-pounders  in 
clarendon. 

»  •  •  *  * 

Since  writing  the  above,  Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass,  of  the 
Gresham  A.S.,  on  Sept.  6,  captured  twenty-one 
fish  weighing  211b.  (roach,  dace,  and  grayling).  The 
best  roach  21b.  6oz.,  lib.  13Joz.,  and  lib.  13oz.  ; 
best  grayling  21b.  8oz.,  lib.  12oz.,  and  lib.  9oz. ; 
best  dace  lloz.  The  best  roach  and  grayling  are 
being  "  Coopered." 


"  The  actual  record  of  net- fishing  tends  to  make 
one  sceptical  of  all  theories,  whether  propounded  by 
men  of  science  or  sportsmen,  to  account  for  the 
increase  or  decrease  of  fish.  Take  salmon,  for 
example.  How  carefully  it  has  been  explained, 
over  and  over  again,  that  a  great  supply  under 
modern  conditions  is  impossible.  But  suddenly, 
and  without  any  assignable  reason,  the  salmon  have 
returned  in  unheard-of  numbers  to  the  Tweed  and 
its  tributaries.    Few  sportsmen  who  had  the  luck 


to  share  last  autumn's  fly-fishing  will  forget  it,  and 
the  catches  by  net  during  the  present  year  have," 
says  Country  Life,  "  been  a'so  unparalleled.  In  one 
cast  of  the  net  forty-two  fine  fish  were  taken  from 
one  of  the  less  important  tributaries  recently. 
A  few  years  ago  it  was  believed  that  the 
shoals  of  herring  had  been  driven  from  our  shores 
by  steamships  and  trawlers,  and  yet  the  las-t  two 
seasons  have  broken  all  previous  records." 


The  United  States  Fish  Commission,  during  the 
thirty-three  years  of  its  existence,  has  distributed 
over  12,000,()0(),000  young  fi.sh,  three-fourths  of 
which  represent  the  operations  of  the  past  eleven 
years. 


I  AM  often  asked  the  whereabouts  of  a  bit  of  decent 
fishing,  the  majority  making  the  stipulation  that  it 
must  be  near  London.  My  list  is  well-nigh  exhausted 
— that  is  to  say,  where  one  may  fish  without  being 
disturbed;  good  food  at  any  tinu  of  the  day  or 
night  when  required  ;  near  the  river  or  sea ;  what 
rods,  flies,  or  bait  to  use ;  what  fish  are  likely  to  be 
caught — no  small  fish  wanted  ;  and  how  much  a 
week  for  father,  mother,  and  five  children.  I  am 
indebted  to  our  Manchester  correspondent  for  what 
seems  to  be  a  decent  spot,  and  near  home  (for  those 
who  live  in  the  neighbourhood).  Herewith  a  copj' 
of  the  bill  in  all  its  pristine  purity.  I  may  say  for 
the  benefit  of  the  near  Londoners  that  Machynlleth 
is  a  Welsh  town ;  that  it  is  223  miles  from  Euston 
Station  ;  that  it  will  only  cost  you  forty-six  shilliags 
from  Friday  or  Saturday  to  Tuesday,  first-class 
(anglers  don't  travel  third).  But  you  must  arid 
another  milo  and  a  quarter  frjm  the  town  to  the 
"  fishery." 

*  *         .  *  *  * 

"PoNTFAEN  Fishery. 

"  Situated  1  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  town  of 
Machynlleth.  Tickets  will  be  sold  by  the  proprietor 
from  the  first  day  of  June,  until  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber 1904,  at  ten  shillings  per  day.  Conditions  and 
restrictions  to  be  conformed  with  by  every  ticket 
holder  are  as  follows  : — 

"  1st. — Every  person  must  pay  for  his  ticket 
before  entering  the  fishing  pond. 

"  2nd. — No  person  is  to  catch  more  than  3lbs.  of 
fish  during  the  day,  or  he  may  have  the  option  of 
catching  3  fish,  but  in  such  case  he  will  have  to 
choose  either  of  the  two  before  starting  fishing. 

"  3rd. — No  person  is  to  take  a  fish  if  it  will  be 
under  8  inches  in  length, — he  must  throw  it  back 
to  the  pond. 

"  4th. — Every  person  must  use  a  fishing  rod,  and 
flies,  no  other  style  of  fishing  will  be  allowed. 

"  5th, — Any  person  wishing  to  use  worms  as  bait 
for  his  rod,  will  have  to  pay  One  Pound  per  day, 
and  not  be  allowed  to  take  more  than  61bs.  of  fish 
during  the  day. 

"  6th. — That  the  proprietor  will  be  allowed  to 
examine  the  tackle  used  by  every  one  fishing  the 
pond,  otherwise  he  will  forfeit  his  ticket  for  the  day. 

"  7th. — That  the  proprietor  will  not  be  responsi- 
ble for  any  carelessness  or  mishap  that  might 
happen  to  any  fisherman. 

"  That  the  proprietor  claims  the  privilege  of 
seeing  the  quantity  of  fish  caught  by  every  fisherman 
being  weighed  daily. 

"B®*  The  above  fishing  pond  has  been  well 
supplied  with  fresh  supply  of  young  fish  yearly  for 
the  last  four  years,  so  that  it  is  very  probable  that 
there  are  big  fiah  in  the  pond. 

"Jones,  Printer,  Machynlleth." 


The  Briton  naturally  loves  an  island  for  pleasure. 
Ours  is  a  "sea-girt  isle  set  in  the  silver  sea."  And 
when  we  leave  the  smoke  then  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
the  Isle  of  Man,  etc.,  have  great  attractions.  But, 
as  the  Canadians  say,  what's  the  matter  with  the 
Isle  of  Sheppey  ?  Minster  is  a  lovely  spot,  much 
praised  by  Sir  Edwin  Arnold.  Eastchurch  is  restful 
and  beautiful  and  close  to  cliff  and  sea.  Sheppey  as 
a  resort  for  angler  and  pleasure  seeker  deserves  to 
be  better  known. 


Club  angler  sends  a  report  of  what  he  considers  a 
fine  take  of  bream.  If  he  wants  to  realise  what  a 
"record  "  catch  of  bream  really  is,  he  should  drop  a 
line  to  Mrs.  H.  Hardy,  of  Ivy  House,  Horning, 
Norwich,  who  will  forward  all  particulars.  It  is 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Bure,  and  within 
easy  reach  by  road  or  water  of  Wrotham,  Salhouse, 
Hoveton,  Woodbastwick,  South  Walsham,  Barton 
and  Hickling  Broads.  Nearest  station,  Wroxham 
(G.E.B.). 


Of  all  fishes  taken  by  beam  trawling  in  the  North 
Sea,  there  is  not  one  which  lays  its  eggs  on  the 
bottom.  The  eggs  of  soles,  plaice,  cod,  haddock, 
whiting,  dabs,  etc.,  are  transparent  and  floating  or 
pelagic. 


Mh.  E.  E.Vawsur, of  Cambridge,  writes: — "Whilft, 
fishine  recently  in  Louah  Corrib  at  Oughterard  (witlj 
Pat  Naughton),  I  wai  fortunate  enough  to  hook  m 
fine  trout,  which  gave  exciting  sp  >rt  for  over  halfl 
an-hour,  on  one  of  Messrs.  Foster's  '  Climax,'  ated 
ribbed,  cane  built  rods  (9^02.).  When  landed  1^ 
was  found  to  be  a  beauty  turning  the  scales  d| 
lOJlb.  This  is  almost,  it  not  quite,  the  best  trouff 
taken  from  the  Corrib  this  year,  and  it  has  been 
sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  for  preservation." 


The  Old  Fi.shing  Stream. 

Its  voice  was  ever  calling  me, 
I  followed  where  it  led  the  way. 

In  search  of  keen-eyed,  wury  trout. 
And  trudg'd  and  fiihed  day  after  day. 

With  current  swift  it  rushed  along, 
Through  wooded  valleys  sweet  and  cool. 

Then  stilled  itself  in  dreamy  rest 
Within  some  deap  un.s railing  pool. 

It  washed  the  point  where  bullfrogs  croaked 
Among  the  cat-tails'  shimmering  ranks, 

Then  through  green  fields  where  cattle  fed 
It  danced  between  low  lying  banks. 

I  watched  it  flying  down  the  gorge. 
To  turn  a  moss-grown  water-wheel, 

That  slowly  ground  the  hirvest  gifts 
Of  wheat  and  corn  to  fiour  and  meal. 

High  up  amid  the  cirjling  hills. 

Fringed  deep  with  balsam- breathing  pine, 
A  narrow  road  hugged  tight  the  stream. 

And  there  I  loitered  with  my  line. 

How  gladly  would  I  drop  the  years 

And  be  the  boy  of  long  ago, 
Who  with  a  string  of  speckled  fish 

Trudged  homeward  when  the  sun  was  low. 

— Four-Track  News. 


A  gentleman  who  sought  and  found  "perfect 
rest  and  quiet  "  in  a  rural  neighbourhood  ten  miles 
from  a  railroad  and  three  from  a  post-office  last 
summer,  says  "Lippincott's,"  found  also  that  he 
was  free  from  some  things  of  which  one  sometimes 
finds  one's  self  in  imperative  need  in  any  locality. 
One  morning  he  developed  a  racking  toothache  that 
soon  puffed  his  cheek  out  to  twice  its  natural  size. 
"Yaas"  said  the  farmer  with  whom  the  boarder 
was  finding  "  rest  and  quiet,"  "  thar  is  a  toothpuller 
daown  in  the  village.  I  dunno  how  much  of  a  raal 
dentist  he  is,  but  I  know  he  pulls  teeth."  Hieing 
himself  to  the  office  of  the  "  toothpuller,''  the  sufferer 
found  a  sheet  of  writing  paper  pinned  to  the  door 
on  which  was  written  :  "  Have  went  fishing.  Will 
be  back  to-morrow,  when  patient  will  be  attended  to 
immediately."  Thinking  that  the  village  doctor 
might  give  some  relief,  the  poor  victim  went  to  hia 
office  only  to  find  a  card  on  the  door — "  Gone 
fishing.    Call  again." 

***** 

I  may  as  well  get  my  mail  while  I  am  in  the 
village,"  thought  the  disappointed  man.  The  post- 
ofiSce  was  closed,  and  while  the  mm  was  rattling  the 
door-knob  a  small  boy  came  along  and  cal'ed  out: 
"The  office  is  shet,  'cause  the  postmaster  has  went 
fishing.  I  reckon  he'll  be  back  when  the  mail 
comes  in  to-night."  There  was  a  little  drug  store 
across  the  street,  but  when  he  wai  ten  feet  distant 
the  man  read  on  the  door:  "Gon-<  fishing.  Open 
to-morrow."  Disgusted  and  defeated,  the  sufferer 
turned  to  go  back  to  his  quiet  and  restful  retreat, 
when  he  met  a  man  on  the  corner  with  a  fishing 
pole  on  his  shoulder  and  an  old  tomato  can  in  hia 
hand.  "  Ho  w're  ye,"  accosted  the  man.  "You're 
the  man  that's  stopping  out  to  the  .fed  Stoner 
place,  ain't  you  ?  I  thought  so.  Well,  if  ye  ain't 
nothin'  else  to  do,  mebbe  you'd  like  to  go  fishin'. 
They  say  the  fish  air  bitia'  like  all  possessed  over 
on  the  Coonynuck  River.  The  minister  an'  Jedge 
Batea  an'  a  lot  o'  other  fellows  have  jest  went  over, 
an'  ye  kin  have  a  lift  in  my  waggon  if  je  want  to 
go  an'  try  your  luck." 


The  master  was  explaining  the  m  )aning  of  the 
word  "recuperate."  "Now,  Willie,"  he  said,  "it 
your  father  worked  hard  all  day  he  would  be  tired 
and  worn  out,  wouldn't  he  ?  "  •'  Yes,  s'r."  "Thea 
when  evening  comes,  and  his  work  ii  over  for  the 
day,  what  does  he  do  ?  "  "  That's  what  mother 
wants  to  know." 


The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  had  been  bullying 
the  witness  for  an  hour,  when  he  finally  asked :  "  Is 
it  true  that  there  are  traces  of  insanity  in  your 
family?"  "Very  likely,'  answered  the  witness. 
"  My  grandfather,  who  was  studying  for  the  ministry, 
gave  it  up  to  become  a  lawyer."  Dbagnet. 
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PFovioeial  flflglifig  Ilotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  arrangements  for  the  great  annual  contest  on 
Monday  next  are  now  completed,  and  all  that  is 
now  required  to  make  the  excursion  £knd  contest  a 
success  is  fine  weather.  A  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  association  was  held  on  Sept.  2  to 
;  make  the  final  arrangements.  The  committee 
decided  to  hold  their  contest  in  the  River 
!  Avon  at  WjTe  on  Sept.  17  next,  and  to  hold 
I  the  smoking  concert  on  Sept.  22,  upon  which 
I  occasion  the  prizes  won  in  the  big  contest 
I  tind  the  committees  will  be  distributed.  We 
j  have  had  s  large  number  of  club  contests  of  late, 
I  in  fact  nearly  the  whole  of  our  clubs  have  managed 
I  to  get  out  their  chief  prizes,  but  sorae  of  them 
i  have  a  few  left,  and  arrangements  will  be  made 
to  hold  special  bye-contests  after  the  association 
contest  is  over.  We  are  just  now  having  grand 
weather  for  angling.  It  is  not  too  hot,  nor  yec  too 
bright.  We  have  had  some  slight  showers,  and 
there  is  a  nice  breeze  blowing  which  has  put  a  nice 
ripple  on  the  waters.  Sport  on  the  Severn  has 
very  much  improved  in  the  district  below  Bridg- 
north. A  contest  was  fished  at  Eardington  on 
Sept.  4,  when  the  winner,  Mr.  P.  Barnes,  took 
over  41b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  the  other 
members  also  had  good  sport.  This  river  is  always 
a  late  river  for  sport,  and  the  present  month  and 
October  are  the  two  best  months  in  the  year  for 
fishing  it.  Chub  fishing  is  now  at  its  best,  and  those 
who  go  in  for  this  class  of  sportive  fish  should  lose 
no  time  in  having  "  a  go  at  'em.' '  In  the  Evesham 
district  good  catches  have  been  made  with  the 
etewed  wheat,  and  some  very  nice  perch  have  been 
secured  with  the  worm.  Bream  have  been  well  on 
the  feed  at  Fladbury  ;  some  of  the  local  anglers 
have  had  some  fine  catches,  which  have  been 
made  by  ground  baiting  up  some  time  before 
fishing.  Some  good  catches  have  been  had 
just  above  Wyre.  The  members  of  clubs 
renting  the  Trent  have  done  weM  of  late.  The 
grayling  are  beginning  to  show  epoit,  but  only  a 
moderate  lot  have  been  taken.  Pike,  roach,  and 
perch  are^  biting  freely.  Grayling  fishing  on  the 
Blythe  has  greatly  improved.  Pool  fishing  has 
been  very  good  at  Sutton.  Some  good  roach  and 
pike  have  been  taken  from  the  Longmore  Pool 
rented  by  the  Aston  Britannia  Society.  Spade  Mill 
and  Powels  Pools  have  been  successfully  fished. 
Canal  fishing  has  also  been  good  ;  both  the  Warwick 
and  Stratford  Canals  have  yielded  good  sport. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  hot  weather  has  been  responsible  for  an 
improvement  in  bream  fishing,  and  the  rods  which 
have  been  at  work  on  the  Witham  since  last  week 
have  had  a  satisfactory  run  of  sport,  some  taking 
fish  weighing  up  to  51b.  Hundreds  of  anglers  con- 
tinue to  visit  the  district,  and  those  who  have 
fished  exclusively  for  roach  have  had  a  most  satis- 
factory time,  especially  on  the  minor  drains  in  the 
Boston  district,  wi-iich  have  yielded  bags  up  to 
121b.  Despite  the  prevalence  of  weed,  the  Forty- 
foot  is  proving  one  of  the  best  all-round  streams 
just  now.  The  perch  fishing  there  is  excellent,  and 
more  than  one  rod  ha^  accounted  for  individual 
fish  scaling  upwards  of  21b.  Three  brace  of  perch, 
captured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gunn's  Bridge  on 
Sept.  5,  weighed  over  51b.,  and  another  rod  creeled 
eleven  fish  which  avtraged  ;|lb.  apiece,  the  best 
going  up  to  lib.  7oz.  The  red-tipped  worm  has 
accounted  for  the  best  perch ;  in  fact,  it  is  proving 
a  good  all-round  bait  Just  now.  The  waters  were 
slightly  disturbed  by  the  heavy  rains  last  week,  but 
they  are  again  in  capital  condition. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

I'  Some  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made 
during  the  past  week  in  the  top  stretches  of  the 
fiver  Hull,  a  quantity  of  the  fish  weighing  lib. 
each    and    over.     Sport    has    also    been  fairly 
od  on  the  Driffield  Canal    at  Whinhill  Lock, 
ansford,  Snakeholme,  and  Brigham,  and  anglers 
▼isiting  the  tidal  waters  of  the  river  have  done 
well  at  times  with  paste,  and  amongst  which  Mr. 
W.  H,   Barker  had    a    nice  catch  ;    and  from 
I  Minto  Flatts   and    Figham,   Mr.   J.   E.  Holmes 
has  had  several  roa<;h  with  paste  scalinglfrom  lib. 
to  lib.  4oz.  each.     At  Wawne  and  Cicey,  Mr.  J, 
Cheeseman  has  also  had  some  nice  roach  averaging 
I  Jib.  each  ;  and  in  bream  Mr.  Thomas  Hunter,  tish- 
Aag  at  Weelferry  had  one  of  31b.,  and  another  Hull 
I  tegler,  Mr.  W.  ilewsfjn,  secured  a  nice  lot,  best  fish 
I  going  41b.    The  Holderness  Association  fished  their 
'  third  match  on  the  river  at  Weelferry,  Messrs. 

William  Crosaland,  J.  H.  Sanderson,  and  F.  Breaker 
[  taking  first  throe  prizes. 

( 
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FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Windermere,  with  the  exception  of  perch,  is 
doing  very  little.  A  few  trout  rise  here  and  there 
at  odd  times,  but  it  is  not  worth  while  putting  the 
rod  together.  Pike  and  char  'are  fishing  badly. 
One  lot  of  eleven  trout  have  been  taken,  two  of 
them  being  just  upward  of  lib.  apiece,  the  lot 
together  weighing  71b.  These  were  killed  on  the 
Kent,  some  three  miles  below  Kendal.  A  fine  lot  of 
trout,  weighing  just  j  short  of  401b.,  was  taken  on 
the  Kent  on  Aug.^30  on  the  Levens  fishery, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

La=t  Saturday,  what  may  with  truth  be  called  the 
last  remaining  competition  of  importance,  was 
decided  at  Worsley  and  Warrington.  'At  Worsley, 
eighteen  teams  and  seventy-six  individual  com- 
petitors fished;  and  at  Warrington,  twenty-four 
teams  and  eleven  individuals  fished,  all  striving 
for  possession  of  the  Bridgwater  Challenge  Shield, 
the  Championship  Medal,  and  £10  in  ca'fh,  all 
prizes  being  offered  by  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
Association.  Messrs.  Harkness  and  Linklater, 
of  the  Mo6s  Side  Socials,  were  in  charge  of  the  dual 
events,  and  so  perfect,  were  their  arrangements  that 
the  results  were  out  in  three  hours  after  the  c'ose  of 
the  fishing,  although  some  thirty  miles  intervened 
between  the  two  places.  At  Worsley  the  best  team 
weight  was  lib.  2oz.  9dr.,  andpthe  best  individual 
weight  was  lib.  2oz.  2dr.  At  Warrington  the  best 
team  weight  was  |i,21b.  15oz.  5dr.,  and  the  be^t 
individual  lib.  loz.  2dr. ;  the  fish  off  is  to-day  at 
Timperley. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  somewhat  of  a  lull  in  angling  news  from 
clubs  this  week,  probably  on  account  of  the 
members  being  surfeited  with  contests  and  seeking 
pleasure  in  individual  eSorts.  One  of  the  most 
interesting  events  of  the  past  week  was  that  of  the 
Phoenix  at  Northwich,  in  which  Mr.  McKnight 
secured  the  first  prize.  A  good  feature  of  this  event 
was  that  the  old  hands  spent  what  time  remained 
after  the  contest  in  teaching  the  novices  how  to  fish. 
The  Moss  Side  Socials  on  Monday  last  distributed 
their  prizes,  Mrs.  Harkness  gracefully  performing 
the  duties,  after  which  there  was  an  exceptionally 
good  programme  of  music,  etc.  The  Hulme 
Welcomb  A.S.  last  week  visited  Middlewich,  and 
disposed  of  sixteen  piizes,  Mr.  A.  Hutchinson  head- 
ing the  list.  A  side  show  was  the  competition  for 
friends  who  went  with  them,  Messrs.  J.  Waterworth 
and  J.  Chorlton  winning  the^two  prizes  oflered. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

On  the  Shardlow  waters  of  the  Trent,  Mr.  F.  W. 
K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  Arthur  Dobson  have  taken  a 
fair  number  of  barbel  with  greaves ;  the  former 
gentleman  has  also  been  successful  amongst  the  big 
roeich  with  his  favourite  bait,  creed  wheat.  On 
Sept.  6,  on  the  same  stretch,  I  picked  up  a  chub  or 
two  with  greaves,  whilst  eels  were  caught  by  Messrs. 
McDonald,  C.  Smith,  F.  Gamble,  and  A.  Johnstone. 
Mr.  J.  Spray  had  also  a  very  handsome  chub  to  the 
worm,  the  fish  being  landed  on  extremely  light 
tackle  in  a  most  difficult  place.  At  Barton,  Mr.  H. 
Harrison,  Mr.  H.  Adkin,  and^Mr.  E.  Winterbottom 
have  excelled  amongst  the  roach  and  dace  with 
gentles,  which  have  accounted  for  plenty  of  dace  in 
the  Burton  J oyce  district.  Mr.  H. W alker  and  friends 
have  killed  a  few  barbel  at  the  head  of  Colwick  Weir, 
and  these  game  fish  are  reported '.to  have  shown 
improved  sport  at  Averham  weirs,  Beeston  weirs, 
Hazleford,  and  King's  Mills.  Some  choice  "I  trout 
and  grayling  have  been  creeled  on  the  Dover  Beck, 
near  Lowdham,  and  on  the  Blythe,  Mr.  Poppleton 
and  Mr.  Prior  have  secured  ^trout,  chub,  roach,  and 
pike.  The  Trent  underwent  a  slight  rise  on  Sept.  4, 
but  at  the  period  of  writing,  the  water  had  again 
settled  down. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  York  anglers  took  part  in  the  annual 
competition  of  the  Black  Ox  A.C.,  on  the  club 
waters  at  Leeming  Beck,  on  Sept.  3.  Last  year's 
runner-up,  Mr.  James  Gibson,  of  York,  came  off 
second  with  2lb.  IS^oz.,  and  Mr.  John  Mennell,  of 
the  same  city,  third,  with  21b.  4oz.,  whilst  Messrs. 
H.  Houseman,  George  E.  Wiseman,  W.  Hood, 
George  Anthony,  George  Woolford,  A.  E.  Newey, 
M.  D.  Stevens,  C.  Angus,  and  B.  Broadley, 
of  York,  also  took  prizes.  The  new  ten-guinea 
cup  and  the  old  cup  again  fell  to  Mr.  James 
Nicholson,  of  Leeming,  who  had  ten  fish, 
weighing  in  all  31b.  8oz.,  and  he  also  took  the  medal 
given  by  the  vice-president.  Mr.  John  Harkness. 
There  was  no  scarcity  of  fish  for  the  score  of 
competitors  who  took  part  in  the  annual  match  of 
the  Burton-lane  (York)  Working  Men's  A.A.  at 
Newton- on-0 use  on  Sept.  3,  ail  save  two  making 
a  catch,  W.  Scaif  at  the  head.  The  Clarence-street 
W.M.'s  A. A.  held  their  second  match  at  Wheldrake, 
and  passed  an  enjoyable  time.    Leeman-road  Club 
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closed  the  season  at  Scoreby,  when  good  pport  was 
experienced.  J.  Pti^-l^ar I  and  R<^  Lftzanby  tied  for 
first  and  second  honours  with  21b.  Ipz.  of  fish,  the 
former  taking  Mr.  Baker's  apeoial  and  the  latter 
Mr.  Inglis'  silver  medal,  Mr.  Parker  also  winning 
the  medal  for  the  aggregate  of  21b,  loz.  on 
the  two  matches.  The  angling  club  associated 
with  the  employ^i  of  Messrs.  Terry  and  Sons, 
confectioners,  fished  their  third  match  at  Ben- 
ingbrough  by  permission  of  Colonel  Dawney. 
Every  member  caught  fish,  with  a  total  weight  of 
311b.  lljoz.  for  three  hours'  sport,  the  biggest 
catch  (31b.  15oz.)  being  made  by  J.  Pratt.  A.  Willis 
did  best  for  the  Navigation  A.  A.  at  Wheldrake  with 
41b.  ll|oz.,  and  J.  Johnson,  41b.  12oz.,for  the  Wel- 
lington Inn  A.C.  in  their  last  mitch  at  East 
Cottingwith. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  annual  outing  and  prize  competition  of  the 
Worcester  City  Club  took  place  in  the  Teme  at 
Stanford  Bridge.  The  prize  winners  were  Messrs. 
C.  Avery,  W.  Bridges,  H.  J.  Probert,  L.  F.  Higgs, 

F.  A.  Leach,  and  C.  W.  Clinton.  Mr.  Avery  again 
won  the  challenge  cup,  and  a  special  prize  given  by 
Mr.  R.  Oughton  was  won  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  W. 
Bridges.  The  contest  between  all  the  clubs 
affiliated  with  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling 
Assi.ciation  took  place  on  Saturday  afternoon  last 
in  the  Avon  at  Wyre  Piddle.  It  was  a  pegged  down 
contest  of  three  hours'  duration.  The  winners 
were  as  follows: — ^1,  M.  Green  (St.  John's 
Club);  2,  Godfrey;  3,  Pulling;  4,  J.  Harris; 
5,  W.  Hill;  6.  E.  Hill;  7,  Nicholls ;  8.  Dolphin; 
9,  H.  Knight;  10,  J.  Roan;  11,  Thompson; 
12,  Cummings;  13,  Hail;  14,  T.  Harris;  15, 
Briggs;  16,  Holder;  17,  Thomas;  18,  Yapp;  19, 
Evans ;  20,  SpLrton.  Some  very  fine  fish  were 
weighed  in.  The  Fountain  Club  had  their  third 
contest  in  the  tidal  part  of  the  Severn,  at  the  Lower 
Lode,  below  Tewkesbury.  All  the  prizes  were  won. 
First  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Twigg,  second  by  Mr, 

G.  Probert,  and  the  third  by  Mr.  A.  Glover.  The 
"  Jubilee "  Angling  Club  (Evesham)  had  a  contest 
in  the  Avon  close  to  the  town,  about  a  score  of 
members  competed,  sport  fair.  Very  few  good 
catches  of  trout  and  grayling  have  been  had  this 
week,  but  sport  among  the  coarse  fish,  particularly 
in  the  Severn,  has  much  improved. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Generally  speaking,  the  weather  has  been  stormy 
and  wet  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  last 
notes  were  writen.  Sport  has  been  much  retarded 
in  consequence.  The  autumn  salmon  fishing  has 
not  been  productive  of  the  usual  sport  on  the 
principal  rivers  still  open  for  angling,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  in  a  more  or  Jess  degree  to  the  lake 
fishing.  Sea-trout  continue  to  yield  fair  sport  at 
Waterville.  The  back-end  angling  is  expected  to 
be  good  at  many  places  this  year,  but  much  depends 
upon  the  state  of  the  weather.  During  the  past 
three  or  four  days  sea  fishing  of  all  kinds  has  been 
brought  to  a  standstill  along  the  Atlantic  sea-board 
by  stormy  weather  and  a  very  high  sea. 

NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 
The  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club,  Belfast,  had 
a  coarse  fishing  competition  at  Toomebridge  Canal 
on  Aug.  27.  The  match  was  a  pegged-down  one  of 
three  hours'  duration.  Result — Cup  winner  and 
first  prize,  Mr.  J.  Black ;  second  prize,  Mr.  P.  Hillen ; 
third  prize,  Mr.  S.  Gibson ;  fourth  prize,  Mr.  T.  A. 
Thronsen  ;  fifth  prize,  Mr.  M.  H.  Smith  ;  sixth  nrize, 
Mr.  J.  Adams;  consolation  prize,  Mr.  W.  Price. 
The  Tyrone,  Armagh,  Derry,  and  Monaghan  rivers 
were  heavily  in  flood  this  week,  and  most  of  the 
flax-water  has  been  got  rid  of.  Last  April  the 
Ulster  Anglers'  Association  stocked  the  Antrim- 
road  Baein,  Belfast,  with  2000  rainbows  of  from 
four  to  six  inches  in  length,  in  addition  to  6000 
brown  trout  fry.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  1  Messrs. 
S.  G.  Taylor,  hon.  sec,  and  J.  A.  Barlowe  fiahed 
the  basin  for  an  hour  to  make  a  report  on  the 
growth  of  the  fish.  Mr.  Taylor  hooked  three,  about 
lib.,  Jib.,  and  -|lb.  each,  and  Mr.  Barlowe  one  which 
measured  14  inches  in  length,  8  inches  in  girth,  and 
about  IJlb  in  weight.  AH  four  were  returned  to 
the  basin. 


Cebtain  plants,  among  them  iris,  nicotine, 
begonia,  and  nasturtium,  have  curious  electrical 
properties.  If  one  of  them  be  placed  in  connection 
with  a  galvanometer  by  means  of  electrodes  attached 
to  leaves  on  different  sides,  and  one  side  of  the 
plant  be  exposed  to  sunlight  whUe  the  other  side  is 
kept  shaded,  then  within  from  three  to  ten  seconds 
after  exposure  to  sunlight  there  will  be  a  flow  of 
electricity  from  the  lighted  to  the  shaded  parts 
amounting  to  '005  to  "02  volt.  This  continues  for 
about  five  minutes,  when  the  magnet  begins  to 
swing  back,  and  shows  an  opposite  current  of  con- 
siderable magnitude. 
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AN^GLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &o. 


" Out  of  sight  and  sound  oj  Raihoays" 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  in  England. 
"A  charming  spot  to  visit." 

Jack  Fishing  now  commencing. 

Lake  and  stream  open  and  many  Good 
Fish  in  both. 

Two  or  Three  Wild  Fowl  Shoots  will 
he  arranged  during  coming  season,  and 
dates,witli  full  particulars, duly  advertised. 

SPECIAL  TERMS  TO  RESiqENTS  IN  HOTEL. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Oulneas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-bousei.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  la  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Kkbhsham  Poi!id,Chubt. 
Q.  A,  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  850  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  staticns,  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midli>nd. 

SizKS  OF  Vem : 


Pike,  18  inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Rndd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 


Bream  01  inch 
Dace,  e  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  inch. 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  16. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINOSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  al)  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  Cd.  per 
day,  Winter  ;  Ss.  6rf.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  diiring  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22^  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Qum'ters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Buabon."  Tele- 
grams; "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4./-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

8.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


GRAYLING  FISHING 

IN 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Pbice   -      -      -   2/6  Net. 
BAMPSON  LOW.  MAE8T0N  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

GOOD    ROUGH  SHOOTING  AND  COMFORTABLE 
QUARTERS  AVAILABLE  FOR  A  FEW  GUNS. 


Splendid  Accommodation  at  Reduced  Terms  for 

Families, 


Only  BIX   HOURS'   ti?a,in   fx>om  r^ONDOMTj 
Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 

Post  and  Tdegraph  :  "Hotel,  Lako-Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visltora.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.  Allsopp'a  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle,    G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swan  Holel,  MM,  Woiceslerslilfe. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 
Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms f  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


UOTPI  RPOINA  Newly  Built.  First-class  Hotel,  entirely  up-to-date. 
■  ■V^  I  rmC\AllliMa    Baden's  latest  creation.    Stands  on  a  slight  elevation  in 

its  own  beautiful  garden  (8.000  sq.  metres),  and  commands  a  splendid  view  over  the  town  and  the 
mountains  of  the  Black  i'oresl  from  any  room  of  the  house.  Two  minutes'  distance  from  the  Con- 
versation House  and  the  Lichtenthaler  Alice.  Electric  Light  and  Steam  Heating  in  every  room. 
Lifts.  Auto  Garage.  Swiss  Chalet  and  a  Villa  (Italian  Renaissance  style)  attached  to  the  Hotel. 
100  rooms,  40  balconies.  Table  d'Hote  at  separate  Tables.  Restaurant  Fran^ais.  Season,  April 
till  November.    Opened  May,  1904.  Fine  Open-Air  and  other  Concerts.  Theatre.  English  Church. 

Golf  Links.    Tennis  Lawns.   Trout  and  Salmon  Fishingr.   Numerous  Excui-sions. 
Proprietor  :  JULES  LIPPERT  (The  well-known  co-prop,  of  the  Grand  Hotel  Bellevue,  San  Remo). 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  ttiis 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
loom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.   Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  KAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SOTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing 
on  River  Inver,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats,  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandsbire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.    Drawing  room  and 

Srivate  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
fflce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


ALTNACEALGAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout  =  2  tons  3cwt.  271b.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. — Par- 
ticulars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent :  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant  ;  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  theCrinanand  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


STOKE  HOTEL, 

GUILDFORD. 

Excellent  accommodation.  Moderate 
charges.     Charming    garden,    quiet  ; 
stabling ;  motor  house. 

Headquarters  of  the  .... 

\.  .  .  .  Quildford  Afiglingr  Society. 

Within  half  a  mile  of  good  Free  fishing. 


Proprietor,  J.  H.  ARCHER-BURTON. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Bright,  bracing  air;  Hotel  a<ljoin«  nea  coast  and  lake 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  si>orting  S-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  Traffells,  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan,  76 
acres,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing :  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  Kishing:  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
River  Crygill,  best  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1 
A  MODERN  HOUSE.  10  rooms,  well  furnished.  splendU 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel.  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG. 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1. 


TO  LET,  a  preserved  atretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HURLEY. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TRODT. 

Modem  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9g.  per  day  or  £2  lOs.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1   Is.  ;   Daily,  6«. 
Boat  and  Man,  68.  per  day.    Cheaper  Angling, 
terms  on  Upper  Water.— Address  Manaqbrkss. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHINa   FREE.  J^OSTINO. 

Mrs.  MACKAY. 


CXJX^JLG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  In 
nmnerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Culag,  Loohinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters  ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.   'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


EXCELLENT  TROUT  AND 
GRAYLING  FISHING. 

Three  miles  of  Fishing  on  the  Teme, 
"The  Angler's  Paradise,"  at  Lindridge, 
Newnham  Bridge,  Worcestershire,  TO 
BE  LET ;  or  a  limited  number  of  Roda 
would  be  taken.  —  Apply,  Fbedsbiq 
HuQHEB,  Architect,  Worcester, 


By  WALTER  M.  CALLICHAN. 

Fishing:  and  Tpavel  in  Spain. 

Illustrated.    Cloth  gilt,  5s.  net. 
Field.— '"YYiii  is  the  kind  of  work  that  is  too 
little  done.    It  is  the  result  of  personal  experi- 
ence, and  contains  all  that  valuable  information 
which  can  only  be  acquired  on  the  spot." 

Fisliing:  in  Wales.  A  thorougli 

Guide  for  the  Angler.    Crown  8vo., 

cloth  gilt,  3s.  6d.  net. 
Standard— "  Ho  angler  can  afford  to  go  to 
Wales  without  putting  this  modest  but  com- 
pendious little  book  into  his  pocket." 

LONDON :  F.  E.  ROBINSON  &  CO., 
20,  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C. 
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CLOSE  OF  LOCH  LEVEN 
TROUT  FISHIXCt. 


*  The  Loch  Leven  season  closed  at  the  end  of 
August.  With  the  exception  of  the  last  five  or  six 
weeks,  sport  was  poor  and  considerably  under 
average,  due  to  the  havoc  of  the  pike  during  the 
two  previous  years,  eind  also  to  fish  not  risini;  to 
the  fly  owing  to  the  abundance  of  ground  food 
produced  through  the  American  weed,  which  has 
now  almost  disappeared  in  the  loch.  A  large 
addition  to  the  netting  plant  has  enabled  the 
association  to  destroy  thousands  of  pike,  and  few 
are  now  got,  while  they  are  of  small  size.  The 
stock  of  young  trout  has  consequently  been  largely 
increased,  and  they  were  more  plentiful  at  the  close 
of  the  past  season  than  for  three  years.  There  is 
every  prospect,  therefore,  of  a  considerable  im- 
provement in  the  yield  next  year. 

The  following  show  the  total  captures  effected  by 
anglers  in  each  month  during  the  past  and  two 
previous  years : — 

1904.  Trout.  lb.  oz. 

April    188  273  8 

May   945  1061  8 

June    625  679  4 

July   327  352  ... 

August    3065  2326  12 

Total    5150       4693  ... 

♦September   294        200  ... 

Total    5444      4893  ... 

1903.  Trout.  lb.  oz. 

AprU    153  194  12 

May   299  406  4 

June    672  917  12 

July   166  237  4 

August    577  803  8 

Total    1867      2559  8 

♦September   135        187  4 

Total    2002      2746  12 

1902.  Trout.  lb.  oz. 

April    679  679  12 

May   2590  2558  8 

June    3024  2983  ... 

July   709  867  4 

August    754  1064  4 

Total    7756      8152  12 

♦September   113        149  ... 

Total    7869      8301  12 

The  catch  this  year  is  only  one-third  that  of  an 
average  yield.  The  average  weight  per  trout 
(l4Joz.)  is  lower  than  the  two  previous  years,  but 
better  than  the  five  seasons  before.  Last  year  it 
was  the  highest  on  record — namely,  lib.  5|oz. 

The  heaviest  basket  from  a  boat  at  a  day's  com- 
petition was  pot  on  Aug.  6  by  Mr.  Fred  Thomson, 
Dundee,  and  Mr.  A.  Graham,  St.  Andrews,  who  had 
twenty- one  trout,  261b.  12oz.  The  heaviest  trout 
weighed  41b.  2oz.  Ninety-eight  competitions  were 
held  by  angling  clubs,  at  which  1057  competitors 
engaged,  and  had  an  average  weight  of  lib.  14Joz. 
per  rod,  or  9Joz.  better  than  last  year.  The  most 
successful  competition  was  held  on  Aug.  11  by  the 
Clydesdale  Club,  when  the  competitors  had  an 
average  of  71b.  2|oz.  The  heaviest  prize  basket  of 
trout  was  got  by  Mr.  J.  Dunlop  at  the  Bridge  of 
Allan  Club  competition  on  May  31,  when  he  cap- 
tured with  fly  sixteen  trout,  181b.  13oz. 

ROBEBT  Laino< 


PROSECUTION 


BY  THE  ESK 
BOARD. 


FISHERY 


RoBEBT  Deyden,  licensed  salmon  fisherman,  was 
summoned  at  the  Whitby  Police-court,  on  Aug.  27, 
on  the  information  of  William  Luke,  head  bailiff  to 
the  Esk  Fishery  Board,  for  having,  on  Aug.  19, 
unlawfully  used  a  drift  net,  as  a  fixed  engine,  for 
the  purpose  of  catching  salmon  in  the  waters  of  the 
North  Sea,  Mr.  William  Brown,  clerk  to  the  Fishery 
Board,  appeared  to  prosecute  on  behalf  of  that 
body.  Defendant  said  he  knew  nothing  at  all 
about  the  matter,  and  it  was  no  use  his  saying 
whether  he  was  guilty  or  not  guilty.  Mr.  Brown 
said  the  cases  so  ably  submitted  to  the  bench — con- 
•iatingasitdidof  Bomeof  the  magistrates  presentthat 


*  Special  competitions. 


day — on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  prosecutions  by 
the  Fishmongers'  Company  were  sufficiently  re- 
membered to  obviate  the  necessity  of  his  going  into 
the  point  of  law ;  and  he  thought  it  was  admitted 
that  a  drift  net  could  not  be  used  as  a  fi.xed  engine. 
He  did  not  want  to  discuss  the  question  whether  a 
drift  net  was  per  se  a  fixed  engine,  under  the  decision 
in  the  Tay  case,  which  applied  to  these  matters, 
because  that  Board,  in  company  with  other  similar 
bodies  in  the  country,  had  licensed  fishermen  to  use 
that  particular  form  of  net.  But  although,  under 
those  circumstances,  it  might  be  considered  a  breach 
of  faith  to  institute  prosecutions  for  the  use  of  drift 
nets  per  ae,  it  was  another  question  when  fishermen 
went  beyond  that  and  used  extraneous  methods 
for  fixing  the  nets ;  and  he  thought  the  Fishery 
Board  were  perfectly  justified  in  bringing  such 
cases  before  the  Court.  The  men  had  received 
ample  notice  as  to  the  illpgality  of  this  practice.  In 
the  first  place,  in  August  lost  year,  the  Board  passed 
a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  their  clerk  be  instructed 
to  give  notice,  by  registered  post,  to  each  net 
licensee,  as  to  thf*  illegality  of  the  practice  of  fixing 
or  "stoning"  nets,  and  that  watchers  be  instructed 
to  report  to  the  committee  and  the  clerk  any  cases 
which  they  found  of  netsmen  breaking  the  law  in 
this  respect,  with  regard  to  proceedings  being  taken, 
or  otherwise.  A  copy  of  this  resolution  was  duly 
sent  by  post  to  every  licensed  fisherman.  Defendant 
was  one  of  those  who  received  that  notice.  The 
section  under  which  these  proceedings  were  taken 
was  No.  11  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act  of  1861, 
Vic.  24  and  25,  cap.  109.  The  facts  of  the  case  were 
that,  on  the  previous  Friday,  the  head-bailiff  of  the 
Board,  in  company  with  two  sergeants  of  the 
Tweed  River  Police,  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Francis  Ley,  saw  the  salmon  coble,  No.  8, 
which  belonged  to  the  defendant.  It  was  just 
outside  the  "  playground,"  off  the  West  Pier  end, 
and  in  it  were  men  fishing  with  a  net,  which  also 
belonged  to  the  defendant.  These  men  were  dis- 
tinctly seen,  by  all  three  watchers,  both  with  the 
naked  eye  and  through  binoculars,  to  put  stones 
into  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  net  in 
its  position,  and  they  also  anchored  the  boat. 
Mr.  Brown  continued  to  say  that,  when  he  had 
proved  those  circumstances,  the  bench  would 
have]  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  defendant,  imder  that  Act,  being  liable  for 
the  consequences  of  the  acts  of  his  servants, 
should  be  punished.  The  net  and  boat  were  not 
seized,  as  they  might  have  been,  but  that  did  not 
prevent  their  confiscation ;  or  the  bench  might  take 
that  into  account  when  fixing  the  penalty.  He  had 
been  informed  that  the  fishermen  had  been  saying 
of  late,  "  Well,  it  does  not  matter  if  we  are  breaking 
the  law,  we  will  only  have  a  shilling  to  pay."  This 
impression  arose  in  consequence  of  the  lightness  of 
the  fine  in  the  previous  cases,  but  he  thought  that 
now  a  heavier  penalty  was  required,  the  other  cases 
having  ^been  more  in  the  nature  of  a  warning. 
William  Luke  was  then  called,  and  said  that 
on  Aug.  19  he  was  on  the  East  Pier  at  about 
2.30  p.m.,  in  company  with  Sergeants  Malcolm 
and  Macintosh,  of  the  Tweed  Police.  On 
arrival  at  the  pier  end,  he  saw  No.  8  coble,  which 
was  very  near  the  "playground."  He  saw  the  men 
in  the  boat  —  Robert  Dryden"  (brother  of  the 
defendant),  Robert  Barrett,  and,William)  Richard- 
son— put  a  big  stone  overboard,  at  the  "  in  "  end  of 
the  net.  They  then  pulled  about  250  yards,  shoot- 
ing the  net  all  the  time,  and  dropped  another  stone. 
They  shot  300  yards  of  net — not  the  whole  length — 
dropping  the  stone  from  the  bow  of  the  boat, 
making  the  net  securely  fast  and  absolutely  rigid. 
They  watched  the  boat  for  half  an  hour,  and  saw 
the  men  haul  in  the  bow  anchor — the  big  stone — 
and  then  draw  up  the  stone  at  the  other  end.  They 
distinctly  saw  them  throw  the  stones  overboard. 
They  were  great  heavy  ones,  and  took  the  man  all  his 
time  to  manipulate  them.  The  boat  then  put  out 
to  sea,  and  hung  about  for  twenty  minutes,  and  the 
men  commenced  to  shoot  the  net  again.  They  put 
the  stones  overboard  again  at  either  end  of  the  net, 
and  shot  the  whole  length.  The  boat  was  pulled  in 
to  the  "  in  "  end,  and  made  fast  to  the  cork  rope 
just  above  the  big  anchoring  stone.  There  it  rode 
for  an  hour  and  forty  minutes.  After  the  second 
shooting  of  the  net  he  saw  them  haul  one  fish  in. 
The  boat  was  subsequently  pulled  into  the  harbour, 
and  landed  at  the  New  Quay.  He  charged  Dryden 
with  having  his  net  fixed.  He  denied  it.  Barrett 
also  denied  it,  but  Richardson  said  nothing. 
The  stones  were  in  the  boat,  with  ropes  attached, 
rove  through  holes  bored  in  them.  That  was 
the  method  of  fishing  which  had  been  in  force 
for  some  time  up  to  the  previous  year.  Dryden 
subsequently  said  to  witness,  "  I  am  going  to  fish  as 
I  have  always  done."  He  had  had  Dryden  in  hand 
before  for  breaches  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act. 
When  the  boat  was  brought  in,  there  were  two  fish 
in  it.  In  answer  to  the  bench,  defendant  said  the 
boat  belonged  to  him.    Peter  Macintosh,  sergeant 


in  the  Tweed  Police,  but  employed  at  present  by 
Mr.  Francis  Ley,  corroborated  ^ho  previoiis  witness. 
Asked  by  the  defendant  why  he  and  his  colleagues 
did  not  go  out  and  bring  the  ofTenders  in  when  they 
saw  them  fishing  illegally,  witness  replied  that  there 
was  so  much  sea  on  that  thov  did  not  care  to  go  out. 
Thomas  Malcolm,  another  Tweed  Police  Sergeant, 
also  corroborated  the  previous  evidence.  Defendano 
said  he  thought  it  was  a  very  hard  thing  that  he 
should  be  charged  with  this  offence.  He  had  not 
been  in  trouble  like  this  before,  and  the  men  who 
were  fishing  in  his  boat  had  Vjeen  with  him  for  four 
or  five  years,  and  he  thought  he  would  let  them  go 
fishing,  as  they  had  never  before  had  any  trouble 
whilst  using  his  boat.  He  took  the  boat  out  for  the 
season,  and  paid  for  (the  men  himself,  receiving  a 
quarter  share  of  the  pro6ts.  The  chairman  said  it 
was  quite  clearly  proved  that  fixed  nets  were  used, 
and  defendant,  as  the  owner  of  the  nets,  had  had 
ample  warning  of  the  illegality  of  the  practice.  He 
would  have  to  pay  a  fine  of  20.s.  and  expenses.  In 
answer  to  Mr  Brown,  the  chairman  said  no  order 
would  be  made  for  the  confiscation  of  the  nets. 


NEW  PISOATORIAL  PATENTSj 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  66 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C, 

19,871.  Fish-hook  flattening  machines.  Patentee: 
T.»Mills,  Horn  and  Trumpet  Inn,  Angel- 
street,  Worcester.  Relates  to  a  machine 
for  flattening  the  ends  of  the  shanks  of 
fish-hooks,  and  having  also  an  automatic 
feed  and  delivery  arrangement.  The 
hooks  are  placed  upon  the  piece,  and  are 
automatically  taken  up  by  the  wheel. 
The  hooks  are  kept  in  position  by  the 
adjustable  guides  and  the  piece  which  is 
actuated  by  the  lever  from  the  cam. 
The  wheel  is  driven  from  the  main  shaft 
by  the  ratchet  gearing  at  the  back  of  the 
machine.  As  a  hook  shank  passes  on  to 
the  anvil  the  first  piece  descends;  the 
hooks  then  slip  on  to  the  guide  ajad  drop 
off  into  any  suitable  receiver  at  a  par- 
ticular part  of  it.  The  machine  may  be 
worked  by  hand  or  other  means,  " 

6778.    Fish  culture  and  carriage.  Patentee :  J.  B. 

Feilding,  Upper  Downing,  Holywell, 
North  Wales.  Relates  to  an  automatic 
fish  hatchery  and  fry  planter,  and  a 
vessel  for  carrying  live  fish.  The  frame- 
work of  the  vessel  is  constructed  of  wood 
pieces,  and  the  sides  of  perforated  zinc 
plates  ;  the  vessel  being  adapted  to  hold 
a  series  of  perforated  zinc  trays  in  which 
the  eggs  are  placed.  When  placed  in  the 
water  it  floats,  so  that  the  portion  below 
the  floating  board  is  submerged;  the 
upper  part  has  a  lid  through  which  the 
trays  are  inserted.  The  triangular  piece 
wards  off  leaves  and  the  like  which  come 
down  the  stream.  When  the  fish  are 
hatched  the  lids  of  the  trays  are  removed, 
and  the  fish  fall  over  the  sides  into  the 
lower  part  of  the  box.  The  fish  are 
,  released  through  the  hinged  end  when 
sufficiently  matured.  A  square  box  with 
a  pyramidical  top  is  suitable  for  the 
carriage  of  live  fish.  The  box  is  made  of 
wood  lined  with  zinc,  and  has  a  wood- 
framed  perforated  zinc  lid.  Rockers  are 
fitted  under  the  box  so  as  to  oscillate  it 
during  conveyance,  and  thus  ensure  a 
maximum  of  aeration  of  the  water.  It  is 
arranged  so  that  the  wood  becomes 
soaked  with  water,  the  ensuing  surface 
evaporation  keeping  the  vessel  cool. 
The  edges  of  the  case  are  covered  with 
metal  in  order  to  strengthen  it. 

9829.  Fishing.  Patentees:  F.  Burdett,  315, 
Bethune  -  street,  Peterborough,  and  G. 
Stevenson,  24,  King-street  West,  Toronto, 
both  in  Ontario,  Canada.  Relates  to 
artificial  baits  especially  adapted  for 
trolhng,  and  composed  of  a  piece  of  bent 
metal  having  two  sides  in  the  form  of  a 
minnow.  The  two  tail  portions  are  con- 
nected by  a  cross-bar,  through  which 
and  the  head  end  passes  the  wire  or  cord. 
The  chief  points  in  the  construction  of 
this  bait  are  that  the  wings  for  inducing 
rotation  are  on  the  inside,  so  that  there 
are  no  external  ,  wings  to  ward  off  the 
fish,  and  that  the  feathered  hooks  attached 
to  the  wire  or  cord  are  at  the  extreme 
tail  end. 

17,962.  George  Hinchliffe  and  Thomas  Fazakerley, 
15,  St.  James'-row,  Sheffield.  "  Improve- 
ments in  fishing  tackle."  . 
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ANSWERS  TO  OORRESPONDENTS. 

Tram  Car  Driver. — There  is  no  free  fishing  in 
Wimbledon  Lake  (see  advertiieement  in  Fishing 
Gazette).  One  ehilling  per  rod ;  2s.  6d.  per  day  for 
pike  fishing ;  season  tickets,  308.  (including  pike 
fishing),  and  21s.  not  including  pike  fishing.  Book 
to  Wimbledon  Park  Station. 

Thomas  Evans. — The  close  timi  for  trout  fishing 
on  the  Thames  is  from  Sept.  11  to  March  31  (both 
inclusive). 

F.  W.  E. — There  are  several  good  swims  on  the 
Surrey  side  from  Richmond  to  Kingston,  and  on 
the  Middlesex  side  of  the  Thames  to  Hampton 
Court. 

H.  HoETON. — You  •will  find  the  subject  of  large 
roaoh  discussed  on  p.  200. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


JUMPING  SEWIN. 

'  Deab  Sib, — For  want  of  anything  better  to  do,  I 
was  engaged  by  a  beautiful  stickle  and  pool  "at 
Bettws "  in  trying  to  prevent  a  small  Llngwy 
trout  of  the  usual  dimensions,  hooked  between 
one  of  the  many  shards  of  delft  and  an  American 
meat  tin,,  from  bolting  into  an  old  boot,  when  I 
remembered  having  forgotten  to  tell  you  a  tale 
heard  that  morning  on  the  bridge  from  a  gentleman 
with  an  anatomical  name,  and  evidently  an  ardent 
angler,  whose  extended  local  experience  has  con- 
ferred the  distinctions  associated  with  Anno 
Domini.  He  once  crept  down  the  rocks  at  the 
Miner's  Bridge  in  a  spate  to  watch  the  sewin 
springing  up  the  force.  A  large  5-pounder  had 
failed  several  times  to  effect  the  passage,  but  excited 
some  interest,  so  he  crouched  close  to  the  edge  to 
see  if  it  might  succeed.  It  was  a  slippery  berth 
with  a  pool  at  his  feet,  cut  off  from  the  main  torrent 
by  a  big  mass  of  slate.  For  a  while  nothing  hap- 
pened, so  he  lit  his  pipe  and  waited,  till  startled 
by  a  stunning  blnw  on  the  side  of  his  head,  and 
the  big  sewin  suffering  from  the  shock  fell  with  a 
splash  into  the  pool  at  his  feet,  lying  long  enough 
for  him  to  grasp  it  over  the  gills  with  his  left  hand. 
The  fish  reviving  struggled  hard,  and  having  his 
other  hand  employed  in  keeping  his  insecure  place, 
at  last,  to  save  slipping  into  the  poo],  and  after  a 
stiff  wrestle,  he  had  to  release  his  hold,  allowing  his 
assailant  to  escape.  This  must  have  been  a  unique 
experience,  yet  one  by  no  means  improbable,  while 
memory  wanders  back  to  the  poaching  lads  in  the 
Tipperary  village  of  Newport  getting  within  easy 
reach  of  sea-trout  at  a  waterfall  there  from  the 
bank  with  a  landing-net,  and  taking  them  falling 
back  in  thpir  efforts  to  ascend  during  floods,  as  one 
takes  a  ball  with  a  tennis  bat,  or  to  another  true 
story  of  eleven  salmon  and  sea-trout  having  sprung 
short  and  fallen  into  a  "pot  hole"  in  the  slate 
beneath  Ponty  Pair  Bridge,  from  which  they  were 
taken  by  hand — seven  first  and  four  afterwards — 
some  five  yeais  ago.  When  the  fish  cart  came 
round  that  day  it  was  a  case  of  "  None  wanted, 
thank  you ! " 

If  people  who  derive  a  handsome  amount  from 
fishing  tickets  would  improve  fair  fishing  by  reducing 
the  overcrowded  imdergrowths  on  the  banks  of 
rivers,  it  is  possible  less  advantage  would  be  taken 
of  such  chances  to  secure  fish  as  those  mentioned 
above. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 


"MOST  EXTRAORDINARY  METHOD  OF 
TAKING  BARBEL." 

Dear  Sir, — It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  answer 
"A.  C.  B.'s"  personal  and  flattering  appeal  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  3,  and  to  give  the  following 
information,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  Mr. 
Stephen  Davis  to  whom  he  refers. 

Mr.  Davis  tells  me  that  the  black  man,  Bablo 
Fank,  did  not  dive  after  barbel,  but  that  a  certain 
Captain  Webb,  a  celebrated  diver,  used  frequently 
to  perform  the  feat  in  question,  and  that  he  himself 
has  seen  Captain  VVebb  dive  into  the  river  at  Medley 
and  bring  up  a  barbel  in  each  hand  from  under  the 
overhanging  banks,  and  he  remembers  hearing  that 
on  some  occasions  he  brought  up  6ks  many  as  three 
barbel. 

Bablo  Fank  was  formerly  a  ringmaster  in  Batty's 
Circus,  which  used  annually  to  visit  St.  Giles'  Fair 
at  Oxford,  and  his  son  was  a  celebrated  bareback 
rider  in  the  same  circus.  Whether  Bablo  was  the 
first  to  introduce  the  method  of  ledgering  for  barbel 
into  Oxford  or  not,  he  was  certainly  very  successful 
with  this  method,  and  Mr.  Davis  relates  an  amusing 
story  in  connection  with  his  success.  A  certain 
gentleman,  who  though  he  fished  diligently  failed 
to  catch  any  barbel,  was  exceedingly  jealous  of 
Bablo's  good  sport ;  so  Mr.  Lipscombe,  who  was  then 
the  landlord  of.  the  Trout  Inn  at  Godstow,  told  him 


that  if  he  wished  to  catch  as  many  barbel  as  the 
black  man,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  black 
his  face ;  this  the  gentleman  promptly  did,  but 
without  achieving  the  desired  result. 

Mr.  Davis  does  not  recollect  his  father  spearing  a 
201b.  barbel,  but  says  that  he  was  very  skilful  in 
spearing  these  fish,  either  with  a  ryepeck  or  a  punt 
pole. 

The  following  stories  from  the  same  source  and 
relating  to  the  same  period  may  be  of  interest  to 
"A.  C.  B."  and  other  of  your  readers: — A  certain 
Arthur  Tyler,  a  college  servant  at  Christchurch, 
was  fishing  one  day  below  Sandford,  when  his  wife, 
who  was  sitting  sewing  in  the  punt,  on  reaching  out 
to  pluck  a  reed,  dropped  her  thimble  into  the  river  ; 
shortly  afterwards  Mr  Tyler  caught  a  jack  with  this 
thimble  in  its  stomach.  It  was  formerly  the  custom 
of  the  corporation  of  the  City  of  Oxford  to  have  a 
day's  picnic  netting  at  Godstow  Pool,  an  outing  at 
which  the  dinner,  which  took  place  at  the  Trout  Inn 
in  the  evening,  probably  proved  more  attractive  to 
the  city  aldermen  than  the  netting  itself.  On  the 
day  preceding  one  of  these  festivals,  Mr.  Davis  was 
preparing  to  fish  in  Godstow  Pool,  when  he  was 
accosted  by  Mrs.  Lipscombe,  "  You  can't  fish  there 
to-day,  Mr.  Davis,  the  corporation  are  coming  here 
to-morrow."  "All  right,"  he  replied,  and  went 
fishing  higher  up  the  river ;  on  his  return  he  found 
that  some  other  anglers  were  fishing  in  the  pool. 
Annoyed  at  this  treatment,  he  went  to  Bill  Venables, 
who  then  kept  the  Perch  Inn  at  Binsey,  and  offered 
him  a  sovereign  if  he  would  drop  into  the  pool  at 
Godstow  a  barrel  filled  with  stones  and  covered  with 
tenter-hooks.  Venables  agreed  if  Mr,  Davis  would 
accompany  and  assist  him.  A  cask  so  prepared  was, 
under  the  friendly  cover  of  night,  duly  deposited  in 
the  pool.  The  net  on  being  drawn  the  next  day 
contained  no  fish,  but  a  huge  rent.  So  annoyed 
were  the  corporation  at  the  loss  of  their  dinner  that 
they  offered  £10  reward  for  the  detection  of  the 
person  who  placed  the  barrel  in  the  pool.  Though 
suspicion  at  the  time  fell  on  the  Beesleys  or  the 
Bossoms,  who  shortly  before  had  been  deprived  of 
the  job  of  performing  the  netting,  the  matter 
remamed  a  mystery  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Davis,  who  has  fished  from  his  earliest  boy- 
hood, and  has,  moreover,  a  most  retentive  memory, 
has  a  store  of  angling  stories,  illustrative  of  fisjiing 
in  bygone  days,  sufiScient  to  fill  a  whole  number  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  truly, 

W.  J.  TURRELL. 


A  LARGE  NORWAY  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  some  of  your  readers 
to  hear  of  the  capture  of  a  large  salmon  in  the 
Vessen  river.  I  had  often  been  told  by  my  boatman 
about  the  enormous  size  of  some  of  the  salmon 
seen  on  the  spawning  beds,  but  had  always  accepted 
such  stories  with  scepticism.  In  July  this  year  Mr. 
Charles  Roskell,  of  London,  who  was  fishing  the 
lowest  beat  on  the  Vessen,  hooked  a  salmon,  and 
after  playing  it  for  six  and  a  half  hours  was  broken. 
Some  three  weeks  after  a  fish  was  found  dead  near 
where  Mr.  Roskell  lost  his  fish,  and  it  had  a  large 
black  and  white  bodied  fly  in  its  mouth  and  a 
bit  of  single  gut  attached  to  it.  The  fish  was 
weighed  and  found  to  be  kilos,  that  is,  104|^lb. 
The  local  paper,  reporting  the  news,  says  : — "  It  is 
a  great  pity  he  did  not  catch  it,  as  we  feel  sure  it 
would  have  been  the  largest  fish  ever  taken  by  rod 
and  line  in  Norwegian  waters." — Yours  truly, 

Mosjoen,  Norway.  Tatham  SwAixsoif. 


FISHING  AT  BUILTH  WELLS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  just  returned  from  a  delight- 
ful holiday  at  Builth  Wells  and  have  had  excellent 
sport.  Considering  the  attractions  of  this  district, 
both  from  a  natural  and  fishing  point  of  view,  I 
have  been  struck  by  the  scarcity  of  anglers  there ; 
and  seeing  the  numerous  inquiries  for  good  fishing 
quarters  through  your  valuable  paper,  I  would 
suggest  that  anyone  desiring  fresh  ground  should 
try  this  beautiful  district. 

I  found  fishing  practically  free  in  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  parts  of  the  river  Wye,  and  apartments 
good  and  moderate  in  price. 

Should  any  of  your  readers  wish  for  further 
information  as  to  apartments,  where  to  fish,  etc.,  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  supply  them  with  any  informa- 
tion if  they  will  communicate  with  me. — Yours 
truly,  Thos.  H.  Metlam. 

123,  Alexandra-road, 

Edgbaston,  Birmingham. 


RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Vernon  re 
above,  my  experience  ia  that  they  rise  freely  to 
ordinary  lake  pies.  Teal  and  Yellow,  Purple  and 
Red,  Zulu,  etc.  Size  does  not  seem  to  matter  much. 
The  most  deadly  flies,  if  allowed,  are  small  Silver 
Doctor,  Dusty  Miller,  or  any  tinsol  bodied  fly.  The 


above  applies  to  lake  or  stream,  as  I  have  fished  in 
both,  and  since  May  1  on  some  water  within  forty 
miles  of  London  have  secured  in  twenty  visits  124 
fish  from  lib.  up  to  2ilb.,  returning,  of  course,  all 
fish  under  lib.,  and  those  out  of  condition.  Rain- 
bows, in  my  opinion,  give  much  better  sport  than 
brown  trout,  rising  more  freely  and  fighting  better, 
and.  I  may  add,  better  eating.  Hoping  these  par- 
ticulars are  of  use  to  your  correspondent. — Youra 
truly,  F.  L.  Bobthwick. 


RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  White's  letter  in  your  issue  of 
Sept.  3  is  very  interesting  to  admirers  of  rainbow 
trout,  and  seems  to  bo  yet  another  instance  of  their 
being  hutched  in  our  English  waters.  There  is  one 
important  point,  however.  Will  Mr.  White  kindly 
inform  us  the  age  and  size  of  the  fish  when  stocked 
"gome  10  months  ago"?  There  seems  tome  no 
reason  why  rainbows  should  not  spawn  and  hatch 
and  grow  in  our  English  waters  if  they  are  reared 
on  such  food  as  will  not  induce  imperfect  repro- 
ductive organs. 

The  customary  "  feed  "  on  horseflesh,  although 
cheap  to  the  fish-culturist,  does  not  give  rainbow, 
or  any  of  our  salrhonida:,  a  fair  chance  of  breeding. 
More  attention  should  therefore  be  given  to  feeding 
on  insects,  and  further  developing  the  natural  food 
supply  at  our  fish  farms,  as  well  as  in  sporting 
waters  where  fish  are  stocked. — Yours  truly. 

The  Oaken  Clough  Fishery,    Harold  Jackson. 
Garstang,  Lancashire. 


THE  "INDISPENSABLE"  FLY. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Can  you  describe  the  fly  cal'ed 
"Indispensable"  some  few  weeks  back  mentioned 
in  your  paper  ?  The  name  is  unknown  to  me,  and 
I  suppose  it  was  a  name  given  for  the  Blue  Upright 
which  is  indispensable  to  all  Devon  fishermen. — • 
Yours  truly,  A  Devonian,  i 


THE  GUT  LOOP  ON  SALMON  FLIES.  I 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  "  Subscriber's 't| 
query  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  on  seeing  it  l" 
put  two  salmon  flies  which  I  had  tied  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  seventies — five  and  twenty  years  ago, 
anyway — to  steep  in  cold  water.    Giving  them  time 
to  be  well  softened  throughout,  I  coubidered  that 
if  they  stood  a  pull  of  71b.  on  the  steelyard  they 
were  sound  enough  for  all  practical  purposes.  Both 
of  the  eyes  stood  this  strain,  and  appear  to  be  none 
the  worse  for  it.    The  flies  are  dressed  on  Nos.  14 
and  15  hooks,  Kendal  numbers,  and  the  eyes  are  of 
medium-sized  treble  twisted  gut. 

The  flies  have  not  been  "laid  up  in  lavender"  all  ' 
the  time  since  tied,  but  have  done  some  good  work, 
and  one  I  see  has  had  the  hackle  cut  by  a  fish  as  I  , 
have  rehackled  it. — ^Yours  truly, 

F.  M.  Leslie. 


FISHING  IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  few 
days'  fishing  in  Bucks,  holding  a  coupon  for  the 
prize  competition  offered  by  Messrs.  Eaton  and 
Deller,  fiphing  tackle  makers,  of  Crooked-lane,  E.C. 
I  anticipated  a  specimen  from  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  though  I  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to 
capture  a  monster  brpam,  with  which  these  waters 
abound,  I  still  had  very  fair  sport.  On  Aug.  30 
and  31,  from  the  river  Ouse  near  Stony  Stratford, 
during  the  two  days  I  took  over  sixty  fish — bream, 
roach,  and  dace,  all  good  sized  fish.  I  have  fished 
this  particular  water  now  for  eight  years  in  August, 
and  nave  always  found  the  river  in  excellent  trim 
during  that  month.  Permission  to  fish  is  readily 
granted  by  the  riparian  owner,  Mr.  H.  C.  Wilkinson. 
In  the  Broad  Waters,  'adjoining  the  great  Ouse, 
capital  fishing  is  also  to  be  had.  On  Sept.  1  and  3 1 
had  a  quantity  of  fish,  bream  up  to  31b.,  and  rudd 
and  perch  up  to  lib.  Permission  and  all  informa- 
tion regarding  this  fishing  can  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  W.  E.  Conway,  Locomotive  Hotel,  Wolverton, 
Bucks,  five  minutes'  walk  from  the  water.  Pike 
fishing  commences  next  month  on  this  water,  when 
some  good  sport  should  be  met  with.  Live- bait  can 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  Conway  by  giving  notice  over 
night.  On  the  Broad  Waters  compact  little  wooden 
huts  are  placed  on  either  bank,  affording  the  angler 
shelter  should  the  day  be  wet,  and  one  can  fish  the 
water  from  the  shelter,  as  the  huts  are  built  on  the 
water's  edge.  It  goes  without  saying  that  your 
valuable  paper  is  read  and  appreciated  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  whore  anglers  are  to  be  found, 
and  I  hope  you  may  find  space  for  these  few 
lines,  so  that  others  may  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  fishing  either  the  river  Ouse  or  the 
Broad  Waters  of  Buckinghamshire.  Accommoda- 
tion can  be  found  at  the  Locomotive  Hotel,  and  I 
feel  sure  that  Mr.  Conway  will  be  delighted  to  give 
any  further  information  to  angling  visitors. — Youra 
truly,  W.  Dedman,  , 


September  17,  1904 
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weight  441b.  8oz.  Besides  these  fish  ho  had  several 
others  of  smaller  size  in  tho  stream.  The  weights 
of  the  fish  were  as  follows-.— 5lh.  2o/..,  Gjlb., 
61b.  14oz,  81b.  \07..,  91b.  loz.,  and  91b.  2oz.  Four 
of  the  fish  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter- 
Jane,  for  preservation.  The  measurements  of  the 
three  largest  were :  — 
Weight.  Extreme  Length.  G'rth.  Dppih. 
81b.  loz.  2ft.  2in.  IGin.  6|in. 

91b.  2oz.  2ft.  2\m;  17in.  7in. 

91b.  loz.  2ft.  2|in.  le^in,  7in. 

These  three  fish  are  the  largest  taken  up  to  date 
in  the  reservoir.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
how  the  fish  were  taken. 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  17.  1904. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


Postponement  of  the  Anglo-French  Roach  Fishing 
Match. 

I  HAVE  now  heard  from  the  gentlemen  in  Paris 
who  are  interesting  themselves  in  the  proposed 
roach  fishing  competition  between  fifteen  English 
and  fifteen  French  anglers  that  they  fear  it  will  be 
too  late  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  a 
match  this  season,  but  that  next  summer  they 
hope  to  be  able  to  arrange  everything  satisfactorily. 
I  have  told  them  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  fifteen  first-rate  English  anglers  to  go  over, 
provided  the  conditions,  etc.,  are  satisfactory,  as  I 
am  assured  they  will  be. 

Where  the  Trout  average  5lb. ! 
llr.  M.  R.  L.  White,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  who 
kindly  sends  me  the  following  account,  nearly  took 
ray  breath  away,  but  I  can  answer  for  it  that  his 
figures  are  correct. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— T  enclose  record  of  some 
extraordiniry  trout  fishing  I  have  just  been  having. 
So  extraordinary  is  it  that  I  may  be  accused  of 
romancing.  When  I  tell  you,  however,  that  every 
fish  is  weighed  and  registered  by  the  keeper  for  the 
books  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  you  will  see 
there  is  no  error.  The  weather  was  very  unfavour- 
able or  I  would  have  got  more;  I  missed  several 
others,  but  they  were,  with  one  exception,  '  small ' 
ones  up  to  61b. !  The  average  size  of  the  trout 
seems  to  be  nearly  51b.  !  They  are  glorious  fish  ;  I 
have  never  seen  more  beautiful  specimens,  in  perfect 
condition,  and  they  fight  like  demons.  The  sensa- 
tion of  fishing  for  trout  which  run  almost  the  size 
of  salmon  is  to  me  a  charming  one,  and  I  am 
afraid  unique.  1  leave  it  to  you  to  publish  my 
name  or  not,  as  you  think  fit. 

"My  trout,  of  course,  were  of  quite  exceptional 
size,  but  two  other  gentlemen  got  six  between 
them,  weighing  exactly  30lb.,  best  fish  61b.  2oz., 
smallest  2jlb.,  so  you  see  what  a  level  lot  they  are." 

Here  Ls  Mr.  White's  record,  and  it  will  take  some 
beating  for  trout  in  this  country.  At  Blagdon 
Pvcscrvoir,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Sept.  7 
and  8,  Mr,  White  took  in  the  two  days  six  trout, 


A  Note  from  Ilfracombe. 

"Blue  Upright"  sends  me  this  note  from  Ilfra- 
combe:—"The  fishing  in  the  reservoirs  will  be 
much  improved  by  the  new  water  supply  from  the 
heights  of  Exmoor.  They  are  well  stocked  with 
rainbow,  Loch  Leven,  and  brown  trout.  The  lower 
reservoir  closes  on  Sept.  15,  the  upper  can  be 
fished  till  Oct.  31,  and  in  this  pool  are  the  rainbows, 
whose  season  commences  only  on  June  1.  On 
Sept.  6  Mr.  R.  W.  Vernon  had  three  fish,  two  of 
-},Vo.  each  and  a  beauty  of  lib.  2oz.,  on  a  small 
Black  Gnat.  Messrs.  Richards  and  Fosse  also  had 
several  nice  fish.  The  weekly  tickets  are  7s.  6d. 
for  four  days  a  week,  with  the  use  of  the  fi.shing 
hut,  or  25s.  for  residents  for  the  whole  season. 
Tickets  from  the  town  clerk.  The  mullet  and  bass 
are  coming  in,  several  having  been  taken  ofi  the 
Capstone  Crescent  and  the  pier."- 

An  Interesting  Old  Test  Angling  Record. 
Mr.  R.  Griffiths,  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  very  kindly  sends  me  an  interesting  old 
record,  kept  apparently  by  Lord  Glentworth  when 
he  had  the  Longparish  water  on  the  Test,  with 
this  note: — ■ 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— In  turning  over  a  pile 
of  old  books  in  a  wastepaper  merchant's  office  the 
other  day  I  saw  a  book  marked  '  Fishing  Diary.' 
On  examining  it  I  found  it  was  a  diary  that  had 
been  kept  by  Lord  Glentworth  when  fishing  at 
Longparish  on  the  Test,  a  water  he  appears  to 
have  rented  from  Col.  Hawker  in  the  years  1841-3. 
I  was  struck  with  the  completeness  with  which  the 
accounts  had  been  kept. 

Knowing  your  fondness  for  old  records,  I  am 
sending  it  to  you,  hoping  you  will  find  it  of  interest, 
You  will  note  that  beside  the  date,  weight,  and 
other  details  of  the  fish,  he  has  recorded  the  reading 
of  the  barometer  and  thermometer,  direction  of 
wind,  and  flies  used.'' 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Griffiths  as  to  the  interest 
of  the  carefully  kept  old  log,  and  hope  to  give 
some  extracts  from  it  presently.  From  a  printed 
extract  stuck  in  it  I  see  that  one  day  about  sixty 
years  ago  "Lord  Glentworth  and  Mr.  Eaton,  the 
member  for  Cambridgeshire,  caught  with  the 
artificial  fly  sixty-five  brace  of  trout,  in  Lord 
Glent worth's  water,  on  the  River  Test  at  Long 
parish."  Of  this  number  Lord  Glentworth  caught 
forty  brace  with  his  own  rod.  Most  of  the  tish 
were  taken  with  the  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns,  and 
with  the  Coachman  in  the  evening.  The  fish  killed 
averaged  lib.,  though  many  much  larger  were  taken 

A  New  Sinker  from  Messrs.  Hearder. 

Messrs.  Hearder  &  Son,  of  195,  Union-street 
Plymouth,  send  me  what  they  call  their  "New 
Detachable  Swivel  Boat-Shaped  Lead.'i  with  this 
descriptive  note: — 

"  We  are  sending  you  a  pattern  of  a  new  sinker 
which  we  are  taking  out  a  patent  for.  You  will 
see  that  being  boat-shaped  with  bow  fore  and  aft 
it  runs  clean  through  the  water,  and  by  having 
the  wire  loose  through  the  top  of  the  lead  it  keeps 
in  one  position  whilst  being  towed,  and  it  also  acts 
as  a  swivel,  so  fhat  any  twist  that  may  be  in  the 
line  soon  adjusts  itself.  Instead  of  the  wire  being 
formed  in  eyes  as  usual  we  substitute  a  spring 
hook  at  either  end,  so  that  Une  or  snood  can 
be  easily  detached  to  change  weights,  a  great 
desideratum,  especially  in  the  case  of  wire  traces. 
The  axis  being  loose  enables  you  to  feel  the  slightest 
touch  of  a  small  fish  as  it  has  not  to  pull  the 
weight  of  the  lead.  We  make  them  in  any  size 
from  loz.  to  31b.  or  heavier."- 

We  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  Hearder  for  many 
,  useful  inventions,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  cannot 


see  how  this  new  lead  is  an  bnprofcinept  or  how 
it  can  possibly  accomplish  all  that  is  claimed  for  it. 
There  is  nothing  novel  in  a  boat-BbfXpesl  Ifcad.  The 
lead  hangs  loosely  on  a  wire  running  through  its 
length  near  the  deck,  if  one  can  so  call  it.  The 
wire  is  bent  at  each  end  to  form  a  spring  hook, 
and  it  revolves  freely  in  tho  lead,  consequently 
it  cannot  prevent  kinking.  The  twist  from  the 
spinner  i.s  transmitted  through  the  wire  to  tho  line 
(if  the  lead  were  fixed  fiirmly  to  the  wire  of  course 
it  would  prevent  the  twist  passing  up  the  line). 
Then  as  regards  feeling  a  fish,  there  is  only  about 
one-eighth  of  an  inch  of  play  for  the  lead  to 
work  up  or  down  on  the  wire,  and  I  fail  to  see 
how  this  can  prevent  the  fish  "having  to  pull  the 
weight  of  the  lead."-  If  Messrs.  Hearder  secure  the 
wire  in  the  lead  when  casting  the  latter,  they  will 
have  a  much  more  useful  lead  in  my  opinion,  but 
one  which  is  no  novelty. 

Sea-Trout  Fishing  in  Mull. 


Mr.'  S.  W.  Carlton  writes:  — 

"  Dear  Sir,- Herewith  I  send  you  return  of  my 
catch  on  rivers  Lussa  and  Colleader.  Mull,  during 
August:— Four  sea-trout,  S^lb.,  21b.,  lib.,  Jib., 
sixty-six  sea-trout,  averaging  over  ^Ib.,  and  one 
grilse,  541b.  If  it  would  be  of  interest  to  you,  I 
should  be  pleased  during  the  autumn  to  send  you 
a  description  of  this  fishing,  with  illustrations,  as  I 
feel  I  owe  something  to  your  admirable  Fishing 
Gazette  for  the  information  I  have  derived  from  it, 
and  the  interesting  articles  appearing  from  time  to 
time."- 

Information  about  good  sea-trout  fishing  is 
always  welcome  to  a  great  many  Fishing  Gazette 
readers,  and  I  shall  be  much  obhged  if  Mr.  Carlton 
will  do  as  he  suggests.  R.  B.  Mabston. 


FIVE   SEASONS'  HISTOEY   OF  A 
SEA-TROUT  LOCH  AND  EIVER. 


{Concluded  from  page  188.) 

Now  please  permit  me  once  again  to  state  a  few 
facts— if  facts  they  be.  I  desire  to  make  these 
under  correction  and  fair  criticism.  I  do  not  wish 
to  jump  to  conclusions,  nor  even  to  arrive  at 
these,  until  a  larger  mass  of  material  has  been 
accumulated  ;  but  I  do  wish  to  pave  the  way  if  I 
can  to  have  the  greater  mass  of  material  gathered 
up  for  comparisons.    For  example :  — 

Speaking  generally,  the  ages  and  the  ages  of 
growth  of  fish  of  the  migratory  salmonidce  are  as 
follows : 

1st  year. — Alevins  with  the  sac,  and  later  without 
the  sac,  or  "  fingerlings." 

2nd  year.— Parr,  and  some  take  on  the  smolt 
stage,  and  descend  to  the  salt  water.  Assuming 
the  smolt-dress  occupies  about  twelve  days. 

3rd  year. — Still  some  parr  of  the  same  broods  as 
those  which  descended  earlier  to  the  sea.  Most  of 
the  remaining  ones,  however,  now  go  down  to  the 
salt  water. 

4th  year. — A  few  very  large  parr  still  found  in 
fresh  water,  but  all  descend  later  in  the  season  to 
the  salt  water.  Parr  of  fully  Jib.  are  taken  at 
times  high  up  the  upper  reaches  of  our  salmon 
rivers  in  June,  and  even  as  late  as  July.  Male 
finnock  milt  on  their  return  from  the  sea  the  first 
time  (or  some  at  least  do). 

5th  year. — Also  grilse  or  finnock  come  up  from 
the  sea  in  several  divisions — some  after  their 
descent  at  two  years  old ;  some  at  three  years  of 
age ;  and  even  possibly  at  four  years  old.  (Bui 
this  is  tentative.)  Adult  salmon  come  up  from  the 
sea.  spawn,  descend  to  salt  water ;  some  drop  down 
and  a  second  time  ascend  and  then  spawn,  having 
partly  recovered  condition  meantime  in  the  salt  or 
in  tidal  water,  probably  the  latter. 

6th  and  7  th  years. — The  process  is  repeated^ 
Salmon  increase  in  size,  and  the  age  of  growth  may 
continue  to  the  age  of  about  eight  or  ten  years, 
possibly  more  (? ).  This  statement  is  tentative,  and  is 
built  upon  the  known  ages  and  the  ages  of  growth  of 
Loch  Leven  trout  in  Howietoun  ponds,  and  not 
built  upon  the  growth  of  scales,  nor  with  any 
reference  to  sex. 

In  after  years  the  greatest  probability  exists  that 
decadence  sets  in,  and  the  downward  grade 
becomes  rapid.  At  all  events  there  are  plenty  of 
observations  which  point  to  a  distinct  decadence  in 
Loch  Ijevens.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  if  Loch 
Levens  could  descend  to  the  sea  they  might  exist 
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and  grow  for  a  longer  time.  Therefore,  a  com- 
parison between  free  migratory  fish  and  Loch  Levens 
may  not  be  altogether  satisfying,  but  it  is  a  perfectly 
legitimate  suggestion  for  further  study.  I  might 
easily  digress  here  in  order  to  bring  forward 
evidence  of  the  distinct  deterioration  of  Loch  Leven 
trout  which  have  been  introduced  to  many  natural 
lochs  which  do  not  contain  a  sufficient  or  efficient 
supply  of  food  for  them,  but  that  would  open  out 
another  question  which  it  is  not  my  present  purpose 
to  discuss.  My  notes  may  prove  useful  at  another 
time. 

Now,  having  spoken  of  the  ages  and  ages  of 
growth  of  salmonidce  in  a  general  way,  I  wish  to 
state  a  few  facts  from  my  own  observation  on  the 
Loch  Eilt  and  the  river  Ailort.  The  weights  of 
Loch  Eilt  sea-trout,  after  coming  up  from  the  salt 
water,  are  about  as  follows: — 

Generally  the  largest  and  best-conditioned 
finnock  run  into  the  pools  of  the  river  by  the 
latter  days  of  June  and  with  the  first  full  spring 
tides  of  July,  but  rarely  appear  in  the  loch  before 
the  middle  of  the  latter  month.  These  finnock 
usually  scale  close  or  fully  the  Jib.  As  the  season 
advances,  the  succeeding  runs  are  of  smaller 
finnock,  until  by  August  they  run  little  over  the 
^Ib.  Exceptions,  or  in  exceptional  years,  a 
reversing  of  the  rule  takes  place,  as  was  the  case 
in  1902,  when  the  smaller  class  of  finnock  came 
first  and  were  scarce,  and  the  larger  and  better 
conditioned  class  came  second  and  very  late, 
although  there  was  plenty  of  running  water  all 
the  latter  half  of  July. 

In  the  first  year,  if  growth  to  the  adult  stage — 
or  adolescent  stage,  to  be  more  correct — sea-trout 
in  Loch  Eilt  attain  to  weights  of  from  lib.  to  about 
21b.,  or  possibly  to  2ilb.  or  31b.  No  doubt  these 
are  weights  regulated  by  more  than  one  factor. 
For  instance,  there  may  be  larger  growths  in  some 
individuals  -than  others  irrespective  of  all  other 
considerations.  Their  different  sizes  may  also 
depend  upon  their  dates  of  hatching  out  and 
attaining  the  alevin  stage.  The  parent  may  be 
b'gger  fish — more  adult,  so  to  speak.  The  parents 
may  be  of  different  ages.  (While  a  parr  can  fertilise 
the  ova,  or  a  part  of  the  ova,  of  a  201b.  salmon,  it 
is  not,  I  think,  clearly  defined  at  what  age  a  female 
fish  will  spawn;  probably,  I  fancy,  not  till  it  is 
adult,  that  is,  not  in  merely  adolescent  stages.  But 
here  I  depart  from  record  and  suggest  theory.) 

One  thing  I  feel  still  dubious  about,  and  that  is 
how  many  of  the  early  running  so-called  "sea- trout" 
are  sea- trout,  and  how  many  are  really  only 
Salmo  eriox  or  bull-trout  ?  In  the  black  state  in 
which  they  are  caught — even  late  into  July,  and 
then  mostly  by  trolls — it  becomes  a  difficult  thing 
to  separate  the  two  in  every  case.  It  is  undoubted 
that  these  black  fish,  which  are  for  the  most  part 
hen  fish,  descend  to  the  sea  late  in  summer — as 
late  as  July  if  detained  by  scarcity  of  water  in  the 
loch  and  river.  At  all  events,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  age  of  growth  of  migratory  sea-trout  appears 
to  be  very  much  the  same  as  that  of  Loch  Levens, 
Loch  Levens  growth  depending  upon  the  nature 
and  abundance  of  their  food  in  confined  areas ; 
and  if  all  the  Loch  Leven  trout  in  Loch 
Iveven  were  prevented  from  migrating  to  salt 
water  they  would  become  "  starved  "-  and  under- 
sized, becoming  lank  and  kelted.  We  know  that 
thousands  of  Levens  go  down  over  the  sluices  and 
down  the  Gut  of  Leven  every  year.  Has  any 
person  ever  heard  of  any  of  these  returning  to  the 
Gut.  or  breeding  in  the  Gut  of  Leven?  I  would 
be  glad  to  receive  proof  of  such  an  achievement ! 

I  have  indicated  that  I  would  refer  again  to  the 
sporting  value  of  salmon  {S.  salar)  in  these  waters, 
and  now  desire  to  do  so  before  closing  these 
remarks. 

We  have  already  seen  that  many  salmon  are 
constant  frequenters  of  the  deep  and  dark  waters 
of  Dhuloch,  but  that  comparatively  little  sport 
with  salmon  is  yielded  by  any  portions  of  either 
the  loch  or  the  river.  A  few  salmon  are  annually 
caught  by  rod  at  Carrs  Cast,  at  the  head  of  the 
Dhuloch,  and  at  one  or  two  of  the  shallower  places, 
and  an  odd  fish  is  got  also  on  one  or  two  casts  on 
the  river  below.  Very  few  are  taken  on  Loch  Eilt, 
and  I  think  even  fewer  grilse.  Nevertheless,  as 
has  been  proved  by  netting  the  Dhuloch  on  one 
occasion  some  years  ago,  it  is  literally  swarming 
with  adult  and  often  large  salmon.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  were  taken  out  by  two  hauls  of  a  net,  by 
the  orders  of  the  proprietors  some  years  ago,  in 
order  to  prove  to  the  then  tenants  of  the  fishings 
that  there  was  abundance  of  salmon  in  that  place. 
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But  the  Ailort  and  Loch  Eilt  do  not  constitute 
"  salmon  waters "-  in  a  sporting  sense.  The  true 
position  of  these  waters  is  that  of  sea-trout  holding 
and  yielding,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  might  be 
for  very  serious  consideration  by  the  proprietors 
whether  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  or  a  fooUsh  thing 
to  try  and  convert  them  into  salmon  waters  by  the 
introduction  of  more  salmon  ova  or  fry.  Nature 
apparently  has  suited  them  for  sea- trout,  and  not 
to  the  same  extent  for  salmon.  Rather  would  I 
look  for  improvement  of  the  angling  to  the  intro- 
duction of  fresh  blood  of  sea- trout  from  some  other 
stream.  Indeed,  if  these  fishings  belonged  to  me, 
I  might  seriously  consider  whether  so  many  old 
and  crowding  salmon  in  the  deep  and  almost  useless 
Dhuloch  is  not  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing,  and 
whether  great  good  might  not  be  done  by 
systematically  cleaning  out  this  "Augean  Stable,"- 
and  netting  off  some  of  these  larger  and  sulkier 
salmon.  The  fact  that  salmon-griLse  are  certainly 
scarce  and  small  in  size  (and  lean  in  appearance 
even  when  fresh-run  from  the  sea)  appears  to  me 
to  show  that  there  is  a  congestion  of  fish,  and  of 
old  fish  past  the  prime  of  life,  and  verj'  likely  a 
vast  proportion  of  male  fish  combating  on  the 
redds.  I  would  prefer,  if  the  river  were  mine,  to 
take  out  some  salmon — old  fish — and  to  put  no 
more  in ;  in  fact,  to  do  nothing  about  restocking 
with  anything  until  these  salmon  and  old  fish  were 
well  thinned  out. 

In  connection  M'ith  the  possibility  that  ova  and 
alevins  may  have  suffered  from  concussions  during 
the  dynamite  operations  during  the  winters  of 
1899,  and  of  1899-1900  and  1901,  and  the  summer 
of  1899,  I  wish  to  emphasise  one  fact  which  came 
directly  under  my  own  observation.  On  July  31, 
1901,  I  caught  on  the  trolls  a  black  (hen)  fish, 
weighing  4^1b.  From  its  flaccid  appearance  I 
suspected  that  something  was  wrong  with  it,  and 
on  my  suggestion  Carr  (the  keeper)  cut  it  open  in 
the  boat,  with  the  result  that  the  ovary  was  found 
to  be  in  a  congested  state,  and  the  full  bulk  of  ova 
first  obtained  liberty  by  the  incision  made  by  the 
knife.  The  whole  mass  was  dead  ova,  full-sized, 
but  green,  and  with  a  tell-tale  white  or  milky- 
opaque  spot  in  the  centre  of  each.  As  our  party 
had  to  leave  on  the  following  day  we  had  no  more 
opportunities  of  further  inspection,  but  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  many  more  of  these  black  fish  were 
in  a  similar  condition.  During  the  whole  time — 
July,  1901,  on  Loch  Eilt — I  think  I  am  safe  to 
affirm  not  one  really  clean-run  sea-trout  was 
captured  in  the  loch  owing  in  that  season  to  the 
absolute  want  of  running  water. 

One  more  remark  I  would  like  to  make  in 
conclusion.  We  have  invariably  been  told  that 
large  "  sea-trout  -'  run  up  inta  the  loch  in  April 
and  May,  which  rarely  take  the  fly  or  indeed  any 
lure.  I  have  never,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  seen 
any  of  these  fish  fresh-run  at  that  season,  but  I 
am  perfectly  sure  of  having  seen  two  fresh-run 
bull-trout  which  our  party  caught  in  the  month  of 
July,  one  of  81b.,  caught  by  my  friend  J.  C. 
McEwen,  and  another  of  3Jlb.  caught  by  myself. 
There  was  no  mistaking  these  two  fish,  and  they 
were  identical  in  appearance  and  character  with 
one  of  91b.  which  I  saw  killed  with  a  small  salmon 
fly  on  the  Laithers  water  of  Deveron  on  a  June 
evening.  And  they  were  identical  in  appearance 
with  the  "large  sea- trout"  which  are  often  caught 
in  the  sea  lochs  of  Glens  Coul  and  Dhu  at  Kylesku 
in  Assynt  by  trolling  with  sand-eels  or  phantoms, 
and  which  have  been  known  to  reach  a  weight  of 
as  much  as  141b.  I  have  myself  seen  these  Kylesku 
fish  of  101b.,  and  they  were  undoubtedly  examples 
of  bull-trout  or  S.  eriox.  As  with  the  "  salmon  " 
of  Dhuloch  (are  they  all  salmon — 8.  sa^ar .?)  these 
S.  eriox  yield  little  sport  to  the  angler,  that  is, 
they  rarely  take  any  bait  or  rise  to  fly,  but  when 
they  do  so  at  rare  intervals  they  do  yield  splendid 
sport  after  being  hooked. 

I  could  speak  here  also  of  another  phase  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  history  in  connection  with 
poachers'  methods,  but  it  is  not  strictly  connected 
with  the  title  of  my  paper,  unless  to  draw  attention 
to  the  already  chronicled  fact  that  there  are  inare 
kells  and  black  fish  hilled  in  the  early  months  of 
March,  April,  May,  and  June,  before  the  latter 
have  spawned,  than  of  fresh-run  fish  in  these 
months.  Certainly  as  regards  sea-trout  such  is  the 
case,  however  "  well-mended  "-  such  may  be ;  and  in 
late  years,  even  in  July,  this  is  often  the  case. 
And  "snatching"  in  the  autumn  is  equally 
destructive  and  as  greatly  practised,  I  could  say 
much  more,  but  refrain. 
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I  hope  that  some  at  least  of  the  remarks  in  the 
above  notes  may  prove  of  interest  both  from  the. 
an^;ler's  points  of  view  and  from  the  naturalist's.  ', 

The  question  of  the  growth  of  scales  will  no\ 
doubt  receive  its  solution  at  the  hands  of  those' 
who  are  best  able  to  conduct  the  inquiry  on  a 
truly  and  really  scientific  basis  of  facts  and  analogy. 
Then  we  shall  know  more,  whatever  may  now  be, 
only  speculation  and  undigested  theory.    Vale  ! 

J.  A.  Harvie-Beown. 


AUTUMN  LUEES. 


Since  the  nets  came  off  fish  have  been  running 
in  fair  numbers  on  most  Scotch  salmon  rivers,  and 
especially  on  those  which  have  been  favoured  with 
a  good  round  spate,  and  the  necessary  clean  out. 
Sport,  however,  is  not  by  any  means  too  rife,  nor 
very  general,  but  this  will  gradually  mend  as  the 
volumes  of  the  various  rivers  increase.  The  rains 
have  not  been  equally  generous  all  over  the  country. 
On  the  one  hand,  while  the  Spey  has  been  inundat- 
ing its  banks  and  causing  havoc  on  its  haughs  and 
lower  reaches,  the  Tay,  Deveron,  and  Don  have 
remained  almost  unmoved  so  far  as  any  effective 
volume  of  water  is  concerned.  The  Dee  (Aberdeen- 
shire), never  very  dirty,  is  in  fair  order,  and  affording 
some  early  autumn  sport. 

The  sporting  season  in  the  North  of  Scotland  has 
seldom  been  so  brisk  as  at  the  present  moment. 
The  King  has  been  at  Balmoral  since  Monday 
(Sept.  12),  while  the  Prince  of  Wales  preceded  him 
fully  a  week  ago.  The  Grand  Duke  Michael  is  at 
Glenquoich  with  Lord  and  Lady  Burton,  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon  and  Lord  Esme  Gordon 
Lennox  are  at  Gordon  Castle,  and  a  host  of  others 
are  profusely  scattered  all  over  the  "  land  of  brown 
heath  and  shaggy  wood,"  dividing  their  time 
between  the  deer  and  the  salmon,  with  an  occa- 
sional shot  at  the  grouse,  and  drinking  in  renewed 
health  and  vigour  from  the  bracing  mountain 
breeze. 

The  autumn  salmon  fishing  is  one  of  Scotia's 
best  assets.  A  good  bit  of  salmon  water  is  priceless 
almost  at  any  season  of  the  year  ;  in  the  autumn  it 
is  almost  prohibitive  to  all  but  the  very  rich,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  lessening  in  the  demands 
There  arc  autumn  fish  and  autumn  fish,  and  while 
some,  especially  towards  the  back-end,  are  gravid, 
ill-conditioned  specimens,  yet  there  are  others  as 
bright  and  sprightly  as  spring  beauties  of  the  first 
water,  and  the  nearer  the  sea  these  are  found  the 
better  is  their  condition,  the  heavier  their  weights, 
and  the  more  pronounced  their  fighting  properties. 
Whatever  may  be  their  edible  condition  in  the  eyes 
of  the  epicure,  till  October  is  well  advanced  the 
sportsman  regards  them  as  fair  game,  and  even  up 
to  the  end  of  that  month  enjoys  a  run  with  a 
twenty-fiver  as  keenly  as  with  a  spring-run  fish, 
even  although  he  may  ultimately  pass  it  over  to 
the  keeper  for  a  winter  kipper. 

The  fly  is  the  lure  of  lures  for  the  autumn  salmon 
angler.  The  Jock  Scott  probably  holds  the  field 
to-day,  as  it  did  thirty  years  ago,  among  the  best 
known  salmon  patterns  of  standard  dressings. 
There  have  been  various  attempts  to  improve  on 
the  original  "Jock,"  but  few,  if  any,  have  remained 
long  in  the  angler's  favour,  or  taken  lasting  hold. 
Very  small  sizes  are  now  used,  compared  with  the 
very  early  spring,  when  the  waters  are  icy  cold, 
but  as  the  season  nears  its  close  these  will  be 
gradually  replaced  by  others  of  heavier  dimensions. 
On  a  bright  day  the  various  Doctors  (silver,  grey, 
etc.)  afford  a  simple  range  to  choose  from,  while 
every  river,  and  every  section  of  it,  and  every 
angler  born  on  it,  will  have  its  own  and  his  own 
range  of  fancies. 

When  the  big  waters  come,  when  the  small  poo 
is  almost  an  inland  lake,  and  the  fly  all  "  out  of  it," 
then  the  light  seventeen-footer  must  give  place  to 
the  twelve-foot  spinner,  and  the  fly- book  be  laid 
aside  for  the  minnow  case.  The  Devon,  the 
phantom,  and  the  sand-eel  have  all  their  supporters, 
and  every  season  sees  their  ranks  augmented. 

But  while  advocating,  and  claiming,  a  free  hand 
in  the  use  of  salmon  lures  of  a  strictly  legal  nature, 
one  must  also  have  a  regard  to  one's  neighbour 
and  his  feelings.  In  some  rivers,  and  at  certain 
times,  when  the  water  is  too  limited,  the  spinning 
rod  should  remain  in  its  case,  unless  by  mutual 
consent.  So  with  certain  baits,  such  as  the 
gudgeon  and  the  prawn.  So  with  the  use  and 
abuse  of  boats,  or  even  indiscriminate  wading,  or 
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anything  else  that  would  interfere  with  the  true 
spirit  of  camaraderie.  Many  a  heart-burning  might 
be  saved  at  this  season  of  the  year  by  a  little 
judicious  self-restraint  when  the  waters  are  about 
their  smallest,  fish  not  over  plentiful,  nor  rising 
well  G.  M. 


THE  TWEED. 

SuiiMAKY  OF  Report  of  the  Commissionersj 

There  were  several  features  of  interest  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Tweed  Commissioners  at  their 
annual  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Kelso  on 
Monday,  Sept.  5.  For  a  good  many  years  the 
Commissioners  have  been  saihng  pretty  close  to 
the  wind  as  far  as  their  finances  are  concerned, 
and  this  year  their  accounts  close  With  a  debtor 
balance  of  over  £68.  Taking  into  account  certain 
arrears  of  assessments  still  to  be  paid,  the  excess  of 
expenditure  over  income  during  the  year  is  about 
£200;  but  as  this  sum  represents  the  final  instal- 
ment of  the  loan  raised  for  the  purchase  of  the 
steam  launch  Osprey,  which  has  done  much  good 
protective  service  in  recent  years,  the  state  of 
affairs  is  not  really  so  unfavourable  as  appears  at 
first  sight.  The  Police  Committee,  by  whom  the 
report  is  prepared,  point  out.  however,  that  while 
the  income  has  just  been  sufiicient  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditure,  it  is  desirable  that  a  sub- 
stantial sum  should  be  set  aside  annually  to  cover 
the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  Osprey.  The 
report  indicates  that  for  the  year  1903-4  the 
statutory  assessment  of  the  river,  which  is  at  the 
rate  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  annual  value  of  the 
various  fishings,  yielded  £3077  15s,  Id;  The 
assessable  value  of  the  river  is  now  £15,388  17s.  5d., 
an  increase  of  £50  over  last  year.  The  highest 
figure  ever  reached  was  £15,803  in  1894-5.  The 
cost  of  protection,  which  is  set  down  at  £2861 
(including  the  sum  paid  on  account  of  the  Osprey), 
has  not  varied  much  in  recent  years.  The  number 
of  offenders  against  the  Tweed  Acts  who  were 
reported  was  419,  against  267  of  whom  proceedings 
were  taken.  Of  these  105  paid  fines,  91  went  to 
prison,  14  absconded,  14  were  acquitted  or 
admonished,  and  the  prosecutions  against  the 
remaining  43  were  withdrawn.  In  the  lower  dis- 
trict, where  illegal  fishing  is  more  systematically 
carried  on,  90  offenders  were  reported,  a  number 
which  shows  a  maintenance  of  the  increase  observed 
in  recent  years,  namely.  78,  59,  75,  and  63  in  the 
years  back  to  1900<  In  the  past  three  years  the 
numbers  of  nets  used  for  illegal  fishing  seized  at 
sea  and  in  the  river  mouth  up  to  Berwick  Bridge 
were— 1901-2,  312:  1902-3,436:  1903-4,  278.  In 
the  remainder  of  the  lower  district  of  the  river  the 
numbers  were  respectively  14,  9,  and  12.  It  is 
remarked  that  the  Osprey  continues  to  be  kept  in 
excellent  condition,  and  to  do  good  work.  The 
boat  and  her  crew  have  not  been  interfered  with 
throughout  the  year,  but  it  is  certain  that  they  are 
kept  under  close  observation.  The  number  of 
offenders  in  the  upper  district  of  the  river,  which 
includes  all  the  spawning  grounds,  was  329,  and 
also  indicates  a  somewhat  steady  increase.  The 
report  remarks  that  so  continuous  a  rise  is  note- 
worthy and  regrettable,  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  with  regard  to  1903-4,  there  was  an 
unusually  large  number  of  fish  on  the  spawning 
beds,  and  consequently  increased  temptation  to 
poachers :  and,  as  mentioned  last  year,  the  energy 
and  increased  vigilance  of  the  baihffs  have  also 
caused  more  ca;es  to  be  reported. 

With  regard  to  the  spawning  season  of  1903.  it 
is  reported  that  there  were  continuous  floods  during 
October,  November,  and  December,  which  brought 
up  large  and  early  runs  of  fish.  Up  to  the  end  of 
November  the  runs  of  fish  were  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  equal  to  the  very  large  runs  of  1903,  and 
during  December  and  January  they  were  much 
larger  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  autumn  angling  season  of  1903  was  probably 
the  most  successful  experienced  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  The  number  caught  was  far  in  excess 
of  the  average,  and  the  fish  were  of  excellent 
quality  and  of  high  average  weight.  This  season's 
spring  angling  has  been  very  disappointing; 

The  autumn  net  fishing  of  1903  was  on  the 
whole  satisfactory,  .salmon  being  plentiful  and  of 
good  size,  althougli  grilse  and  trout  were  scarce 
towards  the  end  of  the  season.  The  present  season 
opened  with  one  of  the  worst  spring  fishings  for  a 
'  onsiderable  number  of  years,  and  continued  poor 
till  the  end  of  May.  During  June  and  July  grilse 
were  got  in  larger  quantities  than  in  the  corre- 


sponding months  for  the  past  ten  years.  The 
fishing  for  trout,  however,  has  only  been  moderate 
throughout  the  season,  and  salmon  have  not  yet 
made  their  appearance  in  any  great  numbers;  but 
the  fine  run  of  grilse  of  high  quality  is  considered 
a  healthy  sign  for  the  future  of  the  river,  as  it  is 
usually  followed  in  the  next  year  by  a  good  salmon 
season. 

The  salmon  disease  made  no  serious  headway  till 
very  late  in  the  season,  the  returns  of  dead  and 
dying  fish  taken  out  of  the  river  to  the  end  of 
January  being  little  over  sixty  per  cent,  of  last 
year's  returns.  During  February  and  March, 
however,  there  was  a  serious  outbreak,  and  it 
continued  to  be  prevalent  till  nearly  the  end  of 
May.  The  numbers  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea- 
trout  found  dead  and  dying,  and  taken  out  of  the 
river  and  buried,  from  November,  1903,  to  May, 
1904,  was  5086. 

The  number  for  the  corresponding  period, 
1902-3,  was  3648.  Since  1879  the  total  numbers 
buried  up  to  date  have  amounted  to — ■ 

Salmon   92,858 

Grilse   15,131 

Sea- trout    21,379 


Total    129,368 

The  increase  in  the  disease  is  almost  certainly 
due  on  this  occasion  to  the  unusually  large  number 
of  fish  in  the  river,  and  the  very  large  proportion 
of  salmon  taken  out  shows  that  the  large  addition 
to  the  ordinary  stock  of  fish  in  the  river  consisted 
entirely  of  salmon. 

Mr.  J.  Hume  Patterson,  of  the  Bacteriological 
Laboratory  of  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow,  has, 
with  the  help  of  the  ofificers  of  the  Commission, 
prosecuted  throughout  the  year  a  most  interesting 
investigation  into  the  probable  cause  of  the  salmon 
disease,  but  his  inquiries  have  not  yet  reached  a 
sufficiently  advanced  stage  to  warrant  the  publica- 
tion of  a  report  on  the  subject.  The  Committee 
strongly  recommend  that  the  grant  for  expenses 
should  be  continued  to  Mr.  Patterson,  and  hope 
that  next  year  they  may  be  able  to  present  a 
valuable  report  by  him. 

In  conclusion  the  report  says  that  in  consequence 
of  the  resignation  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
the  legislation  which  was  expected  to  follow  upon 
the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Salmon 
Fisheries  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Tweed 
Commissioners  has  been  abandoned ;  and  in  view 
of  the  extraordinary  run  of  fine  salmon  last  autumn, 
followed  by  a  most  successful  spawning  season, 
there  does  not  seem  much  reason  to  press  for 
legislation  at  present  for  the  benefit  of  the  river. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  this  run 
of  salmon  did  not  commence  till  October,  which 
rather  points  to  some  change  being  necessary  to 
encourage  earlier  running  fish. 

With  reference  to  a  special  report  on  the  hatchery 
established  in  connection  with  the  river,  and 
towards  which  a  grant  of  £20  for  experimental 
purposes  and  the  proceeds  of  a  voluntary  assess- 
ment of  3  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  fishings 
was  recommended,  the  Committee  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  retention  of  unripe  fish  in 
ponds  and  tanks  till  they  are  fit  to  spawn  has 
proved  a  failure,  and  the  Commissioners  are  recom- 
mended to  allow  the  hatchery  Committee  to  net  one 
or  two  redds,  with  the  permission  of  the  proprietors, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  ova. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman  (Sir  Richard 
Waldie  Griffith),  the  report  and  its  various  recom- 
mendations were  adopted.  The  usual  committees 
were  appointed,  and  the  statutory  assessment  was 
fixed  as  before  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  of  the 
annual  value  of  the  fishings  in  the  river.-  With 
regard  to  the  extraordinary  run  of  salmon  towards 
the  end  of  last  year,  the  Chairman  mentioned  the 
interesting  fact  that  most  of  these  late  fish  did  not 
seem  to  be  real  Tweed  salmon,  being  looser  scaled 
and  much  more  silvery  and  light  in  colour.  He 
ventured  the  suggestion  that  they  were  fish  from 
some  other  district  which  had  been  attracted  by 
the  great  floods  which  occurred  last  autumn. 
Wherever  they  came  fiom  they  were  welcome,  as 
they  afforded  some  sport  to  the  rod  fishers,  and 
the  bulk  of  them  spawned  in  the  river,  and  thus 
did  something  to  increase  the  stock  of  Tweed 
salmon.  Unfortunately,  the  net  fishers  did  not 
share  in  the  benefits,  and  he  advised  the  members 
of  the  Commission  to  study  the  subject,  and  see  if 
they  could  not  recommend  some  method  by  which 
the  supply  of  earlier  running  fish  could  be  increased. 


CHASING  THE  SHADOW. 


Pritt,  in  his  estimable  work  on  the  grayling, 
demurs  to  ThymaUu.s  being  likened  unto  a  shadow 
by  reason  of  her  gliding  off  with  amazing  rapidity 
and  disappearing  as  a  flash  into  deep  water  when 
disturbed.  He  suggests  that  if  any  British  fish  is 
to  be  called  "  umber,"  because  he  vanishes  like  a 
shadow,  it  should  be  the  trout  rather  than  the 
grayhng.  With  this  latter  dictum  those  anglers 
who  are  able  to  obtain  autumn  and  winter  sport 
with  the  fish  will  thoroughly  agree. 

In  the  early  part  of  September's  month  two  fly 
fishers,  yearning  to  cross  swords  again  with  the 
ladylike  fish,  journeyed  into  Berkshire's  county, 
bent  on  slaying  grayling.  The  remembrance  of 
exceptionaUy  good  sport  met  with  last  year  made 
them  eager  to  cast  a  fine  upon  the  once  well- 
populated  water  at  Hungerford,  a  town  full  of 
interest  to  the  antiquary  on  account  of  its  mediaval 
memories  of  John  of  Gaunt  and  its  curious  Hock- 
tide  customs.  There  was  then  nothing  of  the 
shadow  about  the  fish;  their  substance  was  un- 
questionable and  unquestioned.  Certain  portions 
of  the  river  were  full  of  them,  and  visitors  from  far 
and  near  came  to  the  place  to  enjoy  the  pastime  of 
catching  the  "Timmies"  with  the  artificial  fly. 
Though  at  times  they  were  capricious  and  apt  to 
"  tail,"  yet  when  caught  in  a  happy  frame  of  mind 
the  bags  made  were  the  "  talk  o'  the  hills."  And 
they  were  no  puny  fish  (the  adjective  is  used  in  no 
sense  of  disrespect  concerning  grayling  in  many 
streams  northwards),  but  noble  game  from  lib.-  to 
nearly  21b.  in  weight.  Well  worthy  were  they  of 
the  angler's  steel,  for  despite  opinions  to  the 
contrary,  we  would  venture  to  assert  that  the 
staying  powers  of  a  Iflb.  grayling,  ere  she  is  finally 
landed,  are  far  in  advance  of  the  fight  shown  by 
the  most  gallant  trout  of  the  same  weight  that  ever 
swam  in  a  chalk  stream. 

We  stood  at  length  on  the  well-known  bridge 
spanning  the  river,  and  looked  down  upon  the 
'•old  stagers,"  which,  resembling  those  hard  by 
Bakewell  bridge,  on  the  Derbyshire  Wye,  are 
admired  by  every  passer-by,  but  all  the  same, 
seldom  condescend  to  notice  any  lure.  To  use  a 
favourite  expression  of  a  capable  fisherman,  "You 
may  cast  over  them  forty  thousand  times,  but  the 
de'il  a  bit  will  they  move."  They  are  accordingly 
wisely  left  alone,  and  search  made  farther  afield  for 
grayling  which  will  take  surface  food,  and  occasion- 
ally mistake  the  angler's  cunningly  devised  fur  and 
feather  artificial  for  some  tit-bit  brought  along  by 
the  current. 

Whatever  had  become  of  the  grayling  was  the 
exclamation  which  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  two 
wandering  piscators,  as  after  diUgent  search  after 
them  in  their  old  haunts  they  were  not  to  be  seen. 
The  broad  shallow  by  the  island,  generally  full  of 
them,  was  tenanted  by  infantile  grayling  of  about 
three  inches  in  length  and  undersized  trout.  The 
shoals  usually  observed  from  this  point  to  the 
"  Wine  Cellar "  were  but  the  faintest  shadows  of 
their  former  substantial  selves.  In  a  certain  corner 
alwavs  regarded  as  a  sure  find  for  heavy  fish  a  few 
stragglers  were  discovered,  but  the  stretch  which, 
as  a  rule,  contains  the  biggest  and  best  fish — that 
from  the  plank  bridge  to  the  end  of  the  meadow 
below  the  bathing  hut — was  almost  depleted  as  far 
as  concerned  Thymalliis.  Truly  had  we  to  deal 
with  the  shadow  in  lieu  of  the  substance  of  the 
Hungerford  grayling.  The  reason  was  not  far  to 
seek.  The  local  journal  had  told  of  netting  opera- 
tions in  July  ostensibly  to  rid  the  water  of  pike. 
Many  of  the  poor  grayling,  too,  came  to  an 
inglorious  end  at  the  same  time.  But  why  this  dead 
set  against  the  flower  of  fishes,  and  the  desire  on  the 
part  of  some  to  exterminate  her  ?  In  such  a  river  as 
the  Kennet  at  Hungerford  there  is  room  for  alL 
Anglers  who  were  wont  to  visit  the  place  specially 
for  the  grayling  fishing  will  find  sport  terribly 
deteriorated.  The  town-  will  suffer,  and  hotel 
keepers  will  miss  many  a  welcome  guest.  The 
pity  of  it  all.  Over  our  sport  we  draw  a  veil.  It 
was  of  the  worst,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
fish  in  the  water  were  few,  the  river  at  times  very 
low  and  well-nigh  stagnant,  and  the  rise  of  fly 
meagre  in  the  extreme.  The  Chtel. 


The  Burwell  Fith  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
had  a  monster  swordfish  in  their  establishment 
recently.  It  weighed  7501b.  minus  the  head  and 
tail,  and  if  these  were  added  there  is  no  doubt  it 
would  weigh  over  lOOQlb.  It  is  the  largest  ever 
Been  in  Connecticut. 
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A  DAY  AT  FAIRFOED, 


"  The  May  Fly  is  up,  and  you  ought  to  be  here 
by  Monday  at  the  latest."    So  comes  the  long 

expected  message  to  two  keen  anglers,  W  and 

P  ,  who  have  determined  to  try  conclusions 

■with  the  Colne  trout  at  Fairford. 

Unfortunately,  the  exigencies  of  professional 
business  keep  them  unwilling  prisoners  for  some 
days.  But  the  following  Friday  sees  them  bowling 
along  the  picturesque  Fairford-road  behind  a  good 
horse,  which  makes  short  work  of  the  nine  miles 
which  lie  between  Cirencester  and  Fairford. 

The  sky  is  cloudless,  but  the  light  easterly  wind 
has  a  touch  of  keenness  in  its  breath — not  ideal 
fishing  weather ;  but  the  sunshine  is  welcome  after 
the  cold,  showery  weather.  The  wind,  too,  has  its 
compensation,  turning  the  mowing  grass  on  either 
side  into  heaving  seas  of  green.  The  country  has 
just  donned  its  summer  verdure.  The  hamlets  are 
gay  with  lilac  and  laburnum,  and  the  air  is  heavy 
with  the  scent  of  the  hawthorn; 

Having  arrived  at  the  Bull  Hotel,  whose  pro- 
prietor is  the  lessee  of  the  fishery,  they  find  the 
sleeping  accommodation  of  that  excellent  old  houeo 
overtaxed,  but  beds  are  kindly  placed  at  their 
disposal  by  a  well-known  local  angler,  Dr.  Thos.- 
Powell. 

In  answer  to  eager  inquiries  they  learn  that  the 
fly  has  been  up  for  a  week,  and  the  fish,  from  being 
glutted  and  frequently  fished  over,  are  getting 
more  and  more  difficult  to  take.  But  at  the  report 
of  several  4 -pounders  taken  by  their  worthy  host, 
and  the  sight  of  basses  containing  fish  labelled  for 
despatch  to  friends,  "Hope  springs  eternal  in  the 
human  breast,"  and  they  are  keen  to  begin. 

Quickly  donning  waders  they  hasten  to  the  river. 
The  Bull  water  extends  from  the  town  bridge  for 
about  a  mile  down  stream.  It  is  an  ideal  dry  fly 
■water  of  the  chalk  stream  character,  and  has  a 
breadth  of  about  twenty  yards.  The  water  is  of 
the  clearest  kind,  about  two  feet  in  depth,  except 
here  and  there  where  it  deepens  at  a  bend  of  the 
river,  thus  affording  excellent  "holds"  for  the 
bigger  fish.  The  left  bank  is  strangely  devoid  of 
trees,  bushes,  and  shelter  of  any  kind,  but  the 
opposite  bank  is  nicely  wooded. 

A  first  glance  down  the  river  discovers  an  angler 
at  about  every  hundred  yards  switching  his  glisten- 
ing rod  in  the  bright  sunlight,  and  one  is  made  to 
realise  that  stalking  and  fine  and  far  oS  casting 
will  be  necessary  to  take  fish. 

Choosing  an  unappropriated  stretch  of  river,  the 
rod  of  9ft.  6in.  is  put  up  and  a  fine  cast  of  only 
two  yards  is  attached  to  the  running  line,  for  the 
•wind  is  dead  down  stream,  and  a  longer  length  of 
gut  cast  would  give  trouble  to  extend.  The  line  is 
well  greased,  and  the  angler  on  so  bright  a  day 
pins  his  faith  on  a  small  May  Fly,  which  is  attached 
to  the  cast  and  duly  anointed  with  paraffin. 

Thus  equipped  he  takes  up  his  post  of  observa- 
tion and  carefully  scans  the  river's  surface.  The 
swifts  and  swallows  are  busily  cruising  over  the 
water,  and  the  snap  of  their  beaks  is  plainly 
audible. 

A  few  flies  come  straggling  down,  and  at  the  end 
of  some  trailing  weed  a  goodly  2-pounder  rises, 
and  another  May  Fly  has  died  the  death.  Crawl- 
ing like  an  Indian  to  the  rear  of  the  fish,  and 
crossing  the  river  to  get  the  hedge's  protection 
from  the  strong  sunlight,  a  twenty  yards'  stalk 
brings  the  angler  -within  cast ;  but  as  he  settles 
himself  to  locate  his  fish  a  torpedo  form  scurries 
away  up  stream,  and  the  big  one  is  put  down.  A 
weary  wait  is  not  rewarded  by  any  sign  of  the 
fish's  restored  confidence,  and  a  well-directed  cast 
only  produces  a  splash  from  a  smaller  fish. 

It  is  now  midday,  and  under  the  cloudless  sky 
the  fish  are  not  moving  in  the  bright  water ;  but 
the  shade  of  a  narrow  stretch  between  two  willow 
hedges  produces  a  rising  fish.  The  stalk  after  this 
fish  lands  the  angler  in  a  sticky  bog,  but  nearly 
after  dismemberment  the  angler  is  in  position,  with 
his  fish  still  rising.  It  is  an  awkward  cast,  the 
fish  rising  under  the  angler's  own  bank  in  front  of 
a  trailing  willow  bough ;  but  a  lucky  switch  places 
the  fly  just  right,  and  it  is  seized  with  a  plop,  a 
characteristic  of  the  rise  of  the  Colne  trout.  After 
a  few  minutes'  excellent  play,  for  the  Colne  trout 
are  grand  fighters,  a  pretty  fish,  short  and  thick, 
well  over  a  pound,  is  netted. 

Some  distance  Ijclow  a  slight  shade  is  thrown  by 
the  big  hedge  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and 
several  fish  are  rising  there.  To  cross  the  stream 
and  fish  from  the  shade  is  clearly  the  policy,  and 


quickly  fish  after  fish  succumb  to  the  attractions  of 
the  little  May  Fly. 

Two  brace  of  good  fish  begin  to  make  the  creel 
uncomfortably  heavy,  and  the  sight  of  the  hotel 
porter  with  the  luncheon  basket  causes  a  cessation 
from  a  really  hard  morning's  work. 

Lunch  being  over  and  the  inner-man  refreshed, 
another  rising  fish  is  looked  for.  Yes,  there  he  is, 
where  the  hawthorn  casts  its  shade,  and  a  good 
fish,  too,  judging  from  the  rise.  After  a  careful 
stalk  the  little  May  comes  sailing  over  his  very 
nose,  but  there  is  no  response.  Thrice  this  happens 
with  no  result.  The  fly-box  is  produced,  and  the 
angler  looks  in  vain  for  a  big  Wickham.  This 
search  suggests  a  big  Alder,  and  the  change  is 
quickly  made.  The  fly  falls  just  short,  but  the  fish 
turns  and  seizes  it.  A  rush  up  stream,  then  down 
stream,  more  quickly  than  the  angler  can  pull  in 
his  fine,  enables  the  fish  to  go  to  weeds.  Wading 
below,  the  rod  is  pointed  to  the  weeds  with  a  firm, 
steady  pull  and  out  bolts  the  fish.  With  all  the 
cunning  of  his  instinct  the  fish  persists  in  keeping 
down  stream,  and  evades  several  attempts  of  the 
landing  net,  but  eventually  he  is  netted,  the  best 
fish  of  the  day.  With  a  final  struggle  in  the  shallow 
net  he  nearly  regains  his  freedom,  and  the  angler 
learns  the  wisdom  of  a  deep  net  and  a  "priest"  to 
administer  the  last  rites  to  trout.m  extremis. 

The  catch  is  already  within  a  brace  of  the  limited 
number  (3^  brace),  but  as  yet  no  leviathan  has 
fallen  a  prey.  From  a  backwater  a  bulging  trout, 
whose  rise  suggests  something  heavy,  is  taken  upon 
a  Green  Drake,  but  he  turns  out  only  to  be  a  fit 
companion  to  his  predecessors  already  in  the  creel. 

The  angler  now  roves  in  search  of  his  seventh 
fish,  and  he  is  invited  by  a  fellow  fisherman  to  try 
a  reputed  4-pounder  whose  feeding  ground  is  at  the 
mouth  of  a  dyke.  The  fish  is  rising  suspiciously, 
making  a  huge  swirl  as  he  circumspects  each  fly. 
His  position  is  well  chosen,  as  his  keen  eyes  com- 
mand every  possible  approach.  Four  times  within 
the  week  has  he  broken  away,  and  he  has  become 
wary.  A  savage  boil  only  rewards  the  angler  for  a 
perfect  cast,  the  fish  coming  short.  An  hour  later 
he  is  tried  with  a  sunken  Alder.  A  pluck  is  felt 
and  the  steel  driven  home.  In  a  savage  lashing  of 
the  water  the  hook  comes  away,  and  Cooper  has 
lost  his  chance  of  another  commission. 

Tea  is  now  served  by  "  fair  friends  "•  who  have 
sauntered  down  the  river  to  see  how  it  fares  ■with 
the  anglers.  The  catch  is  turned  out  and  duly 
admired,  and  the  next  two  hours  are  spent  in  a 
reconnoitre  of  the  deeper  waters. 

All  hope  is  now  centred  upon  the  evening  rise. 
Unfortunately,  a  coldness  sets  in,  and  soon  the  fatal 
white  mist  steals  down  the  river,  but  not  before  a 
nice  fish  has  fallen  a  victim  to  a  Sedge. 

So  ends  the  day.  A  limit  bag  and  a  good  dinner 
at  the  Bull  send  the  tired  ang\er  happy  to  his 
bed  to  dream  of  the  possibilities  the  morrow  may 
have  in  store  for  him.  J.  D.  P. 


CREATION  OF  A  NEW  SEA 
FISHERIES  DISTRICT. 


The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  sends 
us  particulars  of  the  new  sea  fishery  district,  the 
order  creating  which  came  into  force  on  Aug.  II : — 

"  A  Sea  Fisheries  District  is  hereby  created, 
comprising  so  much  of  the  sea,  within  which  His 
Majesty's  subjects  have  by  international  law  the 
exclusive  right  of  fishing,  with  the  adjoining  coast 
as  lies  within  the  following  limits,  namely,  on  the 
north  a  line  drawn  true  east  from  the  seaward 
extremity  of  the  soiithern  boundary  of  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  being  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  Northumberland  Sea  Fisheries  District,  and 
on  the  south  a  line  drawn  true  east  from  Donna 
Nook  Beacon,  in  the  parts  of  Lindsey,  in  Lincoln- 
shire: Provided  that  a  line  shall  be  drawn  in 
manner  following  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  every 
river  or  stream  flowing  into  the  sea  or  into  any 
estuary  within  such  limits  : — 

"  A  line  at  or  near-  the  mouth  of  the  River  Tyne, 
straight  from  a  post  coloured  red  on  Sharpness 
Point  to  the  Trinity  Buoy  coloured  red  near  the 
seaward  extremity  of  the  North  Pier,  thence 
straight  to  the  Trinity  Buoy  coloured  black  near 
the  seaward  extremity  of  the  South  Pier,  and 
thence  straight  to  a  post  coloured  blue  on  the  Trow 
Rocks ; 

"A  line  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Wear, 
true  east  from  the  seaward  extremity  of  the  Holey 


Rock,  otherwise  Abb's  Point,  near  Roker,  to  a 
point  true  north  of  the  seaward  extremity  of  the 
north-east  pier  at  the  South  Outlet  from  the  Hudson 
Dock  at  Sunderland,  thence  straight  to  the  said 
extremity  of  such  north-east  pier,  and  thence  true 
west  to  the  coast  at  high-water  mark. 

"A  straight  line  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the 
River  Tees,  from  Dock  Point  to  Ichaboe  Point : 

"  A  line  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Esk, 
true  north  from  the  flagstaff  near  the  Royal  Hotel 
on  the  West  Cliff  at  Whitby,  until  it  intersects  a 
line  drawn  true  east  and  west  through  a  point  due 
north  of,  and  distant  two  hundred  yards  from,  the 
seaward  extremity  of  the  West  Pier  at  Whitby, 
thence  coatinued  eastward  along  such  last- 
mentioned  line  until  it  reaches  a  point  true  north 
of  the  most  easterly  corner  of  the  East  Pier  at 
Whitby,  near  the  Spa  Ladder,  thence  straight  to 
the  said  corner  of  such  East  Pier. 

"  A  straight  line  at  or  near  the  mouths  of  the 
Rivers  Ouse  and  Trent,  from  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Chapel  at  Faxfieet  to  Alkborough  Flats 
Farmhouse ; 

"  A  straight  line  across  every  such  river  or 
stream  not  hereinbefore  specified,  such  line  being 
in  continuation  of  the  general  line  of  the  shore  at 
ordinary  high  water ;  and  such  lines  shall  be  the 
lines  above  which  the  Sea  Fisheries  District  hereby 
created  shall  not  extend  into  any  such  river  or 
stream. 

"  In  respect  of  such  rivers  and  streams,  so  far  as 
the  same  are  outside  the  limits  of  the  District  hereby 
created,  and  also  in  respect  of  any  area  subject 
to  a  bye-law  made  under  section  thirty-nine,  sub- 
section eight  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1873.  the 
Boards  of  Conservators  of  the  Tyne,  Wear,  Tees, 
Esk  (Yorkshire),  Yorkshire,  and  Trent  Fishery 
Districts  shall  within  their  Districts  respectively 
have  the  powers  of  a  Local  Fisheries  Committee 
under  and  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  1888. 

The  Sea  Fisheries  District  hereby  created  shall 
be  called  the  North-Eaatern  Sea  Fisheries  District." 

The  order  then  describes  the  constitution  of 
the  Committee,  how  the  expenses  are  to  be 
charged,  etc. 


FLY-FISHING  ON  SOME  OF  THE 
SOUTHERN  CHALK  STREAMS.* 
By  H.  S.  Hall. 

{Continued  from  page  193.) 
PART  IL 

"Behoves  you  then,  to  ply  your  finest  art." 

So  far  I  have  dealt  only  -with  the  broad  general 
principles  of  chalk-stream  fishing.  I  now  proceed 
to  enter  a  little  into  the  minutiae  of  the  system. 
I  have  mentioned  how  wonderfully  prolific  in  insect 
life  these  rivers  are,  but,  besides  the  numberless 
flies  which  come  under  the  angler's  notice,  there  is 
always  an  abundant  store  of  larva;,  shrimps,  water 
snails,  and  other  food  to  be  found  among  the  weeds, 
to  say  nothing  of  minnows  and  small  fry  on  the 
gravelly  shallows.  So  that,  with  a  large  choice  in 
their  feeding,  the  fish  soon  wax  fat,  strong,  and 
lusty,  and,  while  a  trout  in  a  moorland  stream  has 
to  be  on  the  look-out  all  day  long  for  anything 
edible  which  comes  -within  his  ken,  and*  even  then 
has  hard  work  at  times  to  keep  himself  in  respectable 
condition,  a  chalk-stream  fish  is  always  picksomc 
and  hard  to  please,  and  will  only  take  fly  when  the 
naturals  are  sailing  down  ip  goodly  numbers.  At 
other  times  he  is  either  sheltering  imder  the  -weeds, 
or  else  busy  with  bottom  or  mid-water  food.  This 
is  obviously  the  reason  why  fly-fishing  for  chance 
fish  is  so  seldom  productive  of  sport  in  the  streams 
I  am  describing.  But  when  there  is  a  hea\'y  rise, 
and  every  trout  is  busily  engaged  in  taking  flies 
(not  larvie),  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  fish  take  up 
a  favourable  position  just  beneath  the  surface  of 
the  stream,  and  feed  steadily  and  persistently  in 
the  most  quiet  and  dehberate  manner  possible.  A 
movement  of  a  few  inches,  a  careful  scrutiny,  and 
a  gentle  unobtrusive  suck  describes  exactly  the 
usual  manner  in  which  a  chalk-stream  trout  takes 
his  surface  food.  It  is  quite  unlike  the  rush  and 
the  splash  with  -which  a  Scotch  or  Devonshire  trout 
leaves  the  shelter  of  a  submerged  rock  to  secure  the 
passing  fly,  and  everything  combines  to  make  it 
difficult  for  the  angler  to  keep  out  of  sight  as  well 

*  Reprinted  by  Mr.  Hall's  permission  from  the 
Fishinij  Gazelle  of  March  17,  1883. 
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as  to  put  the  fly  over  the  fish  in  an  effective  and 
natural  manner.  Seeing  the  difficulties  I  had  to 
contend  against,  it  soon  became  my  special  pleasure 
to  spend  time  and  trouble  in  tying  very  neat  and 
delicate  imitations  of  the  natural  insects.  But  the 
constant  whipping  necessary  in  dry-fly  fishing  fre- 
quently cracks  the  gut  at  the  head  of  the  fly  and 
makes  it  untrustworthy.  Many  a  time  have  I 
known  a  stubborn  fish  resist  all  my  efforts  until  the 
gut  has  "  necked  off,"  and  then,  of  course,  he  would 
rise  to  the  fly  boldly,  and  keep  it,  while  I  was  left 
lamenting  the  loss  of  my  chef  d'ceuvre.  I  was  always 
being  reminded  of  the  Scotchman  caricatured  in 
Punch  some  years  ago,  and  to  this  day  there  is  one 
class  of  flies  wliich  I  call  my  "  twa-and  saxpennies." 
It  Was  then  that  my  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Aldam 
and  his  book  first  led  to  the  notion  of  eyed  hooks. 
How  I  followed  up  the  original  idea  has  been  fully 
described  in  the  Field  of  July  3,  1880,  and  to  this 
accoimt  I  must  refer  any  angler  interested  in  the 
question.  I  merely  take  this  opportunity  of  saying 
I  have  never,  either  then  or  since,  claimed  any 
invention  in  this  business.  I  have  freely  made  use 
of  advice  and  suggestions  from  many  experienced 
amateurs,  and,  if  the  hooks  are  sold  by  my  name, 
it  is  only  because  the  makers  have  received  all  their 
instructions  from  me,  and  all  the  trouble  and 
expense  connected  with  trial  of  different  shapes 
and  patterns  has  been  undertaken  by  myself.  This 
is  not  the  place  to  enter  fully  into  a  minute  discussion 
about  the  merits  of  any  particular  class  of  hooks, 
but,  by  a  happy  combination  of  circumstances,  the 
eyed  hooks  now  sold  by  Messrs.  Hutchinson  &  Son 
are  pecuUarly  suited  for  fishing  -with  a  dry  fly,  and 
I  now  find  that  even  as  much  as  half  an  hour  spent 
over  an  extra  choice  "  twa-and-saxpenny  "■  is  by 
no  means  labour  wasted,  for  a  delicate  fly  on  fine 
gut  is  no  longer  subject  to  the  risk  I  had  to  put  up 
with  before  I  got  eyed  hooks  made  to  my  hking. 

It  is  not  generally  known  how  much  depends  on 
the  eye  being  neatly  turned  and  finished  ;  a  faulty 
eye  will  cut  the  gut  and  cause  endless  disappoint- 
ments, so  I  warn  anglers  against  cheap  and  inferior 
imitations.  I  have  thousands  of  patterns  by  me 
now  which  are  finally  discarded  because  experience 
has  shown  that  the  eye  is  made  on  a  faulty  principle  ; 
but  some  of  my  recent  patterns  have  been  so  well 
made  that  I  have  been  able  to  use  a  big  14ft.  rod 
in  a  rough  wind  and  whip  a  tiny  midge  for  an  hour 
or  more  without  any  risk  to  the  fine  gut.  All  chalk- 
stream  fishers  will  admit  that  this  is  a  very  great 
point  gained,  and  I  therefore  hope  I  may  be  pardoned 
for  making  this  digression  about  hooks. 

To  return  to  our  rising  trout.  From  what  I  have 
said  already,  I  think  it  will  be  generally  admitted 
that  the  entomologist  will  always  have  some  advan- 
tage over  the  man  who  knows  nothing  and  cares 
nothing  about  the  natural  history  of  the  flies  on  the 
water.  To  use  an  Olive  Dun,  or  Iron  Blue,  when 
the  fish  are  taking  a  Black  Gnat  or  an  Alder,  is  to 
make  your  fishing  a  certain  failure  ;  though,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  greater  the  angler's  experience 
the  more  readily  will  he  confess  that  at  times  all  his 
skill  and  entomological  knowledge  seem  of  no  avail. 
At  the  best  of  times  chalk-stream  trout  are  not 
creeled  by  the  dozen,  and  anyone  who  has  followed 
me  thus  far  must  see  that  a  fish  which  is  picking 
and  choosing  only  a  few  of  the  many  flies  which  sail 
cockily  over  him  will  never  be  enticed  to  his  doom 
by  an  unskilful  imitation  which  cannot  be  persuaded 
to  float  with  any  resemblance  to  the  natural  insects. 
Therefore  it  is  essential,  first  of  all,  for  the  angler  to 
get  the  right  fly,  and  then  to  use  some  judgment  in 
the  selection  of  the  water  he  fishes.  Rapid  streams, 
where  the  surface  current  is  constantly  changing, 
are  always  difficult  to  fish  with  a  dry  fly  ;  but  after 
a  few  days'  acquaintance  with  a  new  river  an 
experienced  angler  will  know  exactly  what  water  it 
is  worth  his  while  to  stop  over,  and  he  will  not 
waste  time  over  streams  where  every  cast  is  sure  to 
drag,  or  where  the  light  is  so  bad  that  he  cannot  see 
his  floating  fly. 

Beginners  often  find  it  difficult  to  "  spot  the 
rise,"  especially  when  they  happen  to  be  wading  up 
stream.  The  rise  itself  is  a  very  unobtrusive  affair, 
but  it  comes  circling  down  on  the  stream  in  widening 
rings,  and  the  exact  posi  tion  of  the  fish  is  easily  missed . 
When  a  fish  first  comes  on  to  rise,  it  is  always  well 
to  watch  him  take  three  or  four  flies  before  making  a 
cast.  This  not  only  gives  the  fish  a  little  confidence 
in  his  feeding,  but  it  enables  one  to  put  the  first  fly 
over  him  with  some  degree  of  precision.  Some  fish 
take  a  fly  and  move  on  a  yard  or  two,  then  take 
another  fly,  and  so  on.  These  "  travellers  "  are 
very  difficult  to  kill,  as  it  is  almost  impossible  to 


judge  the  distance  accurately.  If  by  a  lucky  shot 
the  fly  is  pitched  neatly  just  a  few  inches  ahead  of 
the  fish's  nose,  a  bold  rise  sometimes  follows  ;  but 
such  cases  must  generally  be  looked  upon  as  flukes, 
and  a  travelUng  fish  is  oftener  than  not  a  restless 
beast — hardly  worth  the  angler's  attention.  If, 
however,  he  be  allowed  to  continue  his  journey,  it 
will  often  be  found  that,  after  moving  up  stream 
twenty  or  thirty  yards,  he  gets  into  position  and 
settles  down  to  feed  quietly,  and  may  probably  be 
induced  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  angler, 
who  has  followed  at  a  respectful  distance. 

But,  if  the  "  travellers  "  are  a  nuisance  and  a  trial 
to  one's  temper,  there  are  other  fish  which  are 
always  to  be  found  rising  in  the  same  spot  day 
after  day — perhaps  at  the  tail  of  some  weed,  or 
close  under  an  overhanging  bank,  or,  oftener  still, 
close  to  the  edge  of  some  accumulated  sticks  and 
rubbish  cfinging  round  the  submerged  trunk  of  an 
old  willow.  Very  cunning  are  these  old  stay-at- 
homes,  but  they  always  have  a  pecuUar  fascination 
for  me.  I  look  out  specially  for  them,  and  take 
more  pleasure  in  the  capture  of  one  such  fish  than 
in  basketing  half  a  dozen  which  rise  openly  in  mid- 
stream. They  are  nearly  always  good  fish — the  best 
fish  in  the  neighbourhood  probably — and  frequently 
they  rise  steadily  when  no  other  fish  are  on  the 
move  at  alL  Every  fly  that  comes  down  comes  in 
exactly  the  same  way,  hugging  the  bank,  bumping 
along  the  edge  of  the  floating  rubbish  till  it  reaches 
a  certain  invariable  spot,  when  it  disappears  in  a 
scarcely  perceptible  bubble,  which  is  frequently 
unnoticed  by  the  inexperienced  eye.  It  often 
happens  that  a  fish  hke  this  has  a  feeding  spot  so 
admirably  chosen  that  the  artificial  fly  can  hardly 
be  put  over  him  in  a  natural  way  ;  so  he  goes  on 
from  day  to  day,  undisturbed  by  storm  or  flood, 
feeding  boldly  in  fancied  security  on  every  insect 
the  stream  brings  down;  But  if  the  task  of  securing 
a  fish  be  difficult,  there  is  this  to  encourage  the 
persevering  angler ;  in  the  first  place,  as  a  rule, 
nothing  edible  is  allowed  to  pass  ;  and  secondly, 
an  artificial  fly  is  so  rarely  seen  in  such  a  place,  that 
the  very  first  good  cast  which  floats  naturally  with- 
out a  drag  is  extremely  hkely  to  be  effective. 

To  succeed  in  the  cases  I  am  describing,  a  little 
preliminary  reconnaissance  is  often  invaluable,  as 
the  following  incident  will  show. 

I  was  fishing  last  August  on  a  stream  where  trout 

are  scarce  and  very  shy.    My  friend,  L  ,  who 

was  with  me,  at  first  had  very  bad  luck,  owing  to 
his  entire  ignorance  of  the  dry  fly  business.  Although 
he  had  a  good  store  of  suitable  flies,  his  Devonshire 
experience  proved  of  no  avail,  for  the  fish  would 
have  a  floating  fly,  and  would  not  go  an  inch  out 
of  their  way  for  it.  However,  I  initiated  him  in  the 
new  system,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him 
kill  the  first  fish  he  fairly  tried  in  less  than  half  a 
dozen  casts.    It  was  a  nice  lively  fish  of  l^lb.,  and 

L  was  a  convert  from  that  moment.    A  few 

days  after,  I  spotted  a  trout  rising  just  above  and 
close  to  the  trunk  of  a  willow  whose  boughs  hung 
drooping  in  mid-stream  a  yard  or  two  lower  down. 
I  made  sure  it  was  an  extra  good  fish,  and  deter- 
mined to  secure  him,  but,  on  trial,  it  proved  about 
as  awkward  a  place  for  a  neat  cast  as  it  was  possible 
to  find.  Even  if  the  attempt  was  pretty  good,  the 
line  was  almost  sure  to  catch  one  of  the  boughs'as 
the  fly  was  recovered  for  another  throw.  Then  the 
boughs  prevented  a  proper  up-stream  cast,  and  the 
fish  was  so  shy  that  he  shut  up  rising  directly  one 
of  us  knelt  down  on  the  bank  opposite.  However, 
I  was  bent  on  having  him,  and  one  morning,  with 
great  trouble,  and  some  risk  of  a  ducking,  I  managed 
to  reach  the  obtrusive  boughs,  and,  by  lopping  off 
some  and  twisting  others  out  of  the  way,  I  left  the 
coast  pretty  clear  for  a  future  attack.  For  two  or 
three  days  neither  of  us  fished  that  part  of  the  river 
again,  but  on  Aug.  9  I  went  three  miles  usptream 
to  meet  a  friend  who  had  come  over  for  the  day, 

leaving  L  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the 

lower  water.  As  he  sauntered  along,  under  a 
blazing  midday  sun,  he  came  up  to  the  hole  imder 
the  willow,  and  found  our  fat  friend  rising  as  usual. 
But  his   position   was   no    longer  impregnable. 

L  quickly  perceived  this,  and  knelt  down  among 

the  rushes,  a  dozen  yards  below,  to  take  a  careful 
survey  of  the  situation.  A  couple  of  trial  casts 
sufficed  to  get  the  correct  distance,  and  then  the 
fly  came  sailing  down  as  no  other  artificial  fly  had 

ever  done  in  that  place.    In  another  minute,  L  

was  indulging  in  a  hop,  skip,  and  jump  along  the 
bank,  and  the  fish  was  rushing  wildly  about, 
wondering  at  the  peppery  nature  of  flies  with  a 
curly  blue  tail.    But  once  below  his  favourite 


haunt,  he  speedily  loses  his  head,  and  then  his  life, 

and  L  for  the  first  time  in  his  life  is  enabled  to 

enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  "  foxing  a  great  trout." 
as  Kingsley  used  to  say.  It  was  a  beautiful,  shapely 
fish  of  2|lb.,  and  it  was  laid  out  imposingly  for  my 
inspection  when  I  returned  in  the  evening.  Was  I 
mortified  or  jealous  at  the  capture  of  my  pet  fish  ? 
Well,  I  really  think  I  might  have  been,  under  the 

circumstances,  but  I  entered  so  fully  into  L  's 

description  of  the  incident,  and  his  evident  pleasure 
at  his  growing  success  was  so  great,  that  there  was 
no  room  for  envy.  Moreover,  there  was  a  goodly 
show  of  grayUng  in  my  creel,  and,  although  there 
was  no  two-pounder  among  them,  I  was  well 
satisfied  with  my  day's  sport,  and  it  was  a  pleasure 

in  itself  to  find  in  L  a  disciple  so  apt  and 

appreciative.  In  a  very  few  days  he  had  so  far 
progressed  towards  proficiency  that  one  morning, 
while  the  same  semi-tropical  weather  prevailed,  ho 
stalked  three  trout  within  a  hundred  yards  of  his 
former  exploit,  and  got  them  all.  They  weighed 
lib.  14oz.,  lib.  12oz.,  and  lib.  2oz.,  and  in  such 
exceptionally  bright,  hot  weather  it  was  a  feat  any 
angler  might  have  been  proud  of. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  BLACK  BASS  IN  FEANCE. 


The  American  black  bass  has  been  introduced 
into  French  waters,  and  the  result  of  the  experiment 
is  such  as  to  warrant  further  enterprise  in  the  same 
direction.  In  December  of  1902  Mr.  E.  Roger  re- 
ceived from  the  Max  v.  d.  Borne  fish-breeding  estab- 
lishment at  Berneuchen,  near  Custrin,  Germany,  a 
consignment  of  200  large-mouthed  black  bass  fry, 
which  were  put  into  a  pond  at  his  country  home 
near  Paris.  The  fry  wore  about  2^in.  in  length 
when  put  out.  In  March  of  1903  he  received,  and 
deposited  in  the  same  pond,  twenty-two  fish  which 
were  about  Tin.  in  lengthj  The  pond,  of  some  two 
acres,  contained  roach,  bream,  eels,  and  a  stock  of 
American  sunfish,  a  species  which  has  been  exten- 
sively introduced  in  France,  where  it  is  regarded  as 
something  of  a  pest,  because,  while  without  value 
as  a  food  or  for  sport,  it  is  believed  to  devour  the 
spawn  and  fry  of  other  species.  The  bass  thrived 
in  their  new  home,  and  this  year  in  June  it  was 
discovered  that  they  had  spawned,  "myriads"  of 
fry  being  observed ;  and  in  July  Mr.  Roger,  with  a 
black  bass  fly  imported  from  New  York,  succeeded 
in  catching  a  fish  of  9in.,  which  was  presented  to  a 
friend  in  Paris  as  "  the  first  black  bass  ever  served 
on  a  French  breakfast  table."-  Later  in  the  same 
month  the  Parisian  friend,  with  an  American  rod 
and  reel,  and  an  American  "  yellow-kid '-  bait,  took 
a  number  of  the  American  fisb^ 


FKESH-WATEE  CEUSTACEANS.* 


CHAPTER  X\I.— continued. 

The  little  crustacean  sometimes  called  the  "  Fresh- 
water Screw,"  or  Shrimp  (Gammarus  fluviatilis) 
(Fig.  187),  is  a  usefiil  and  interesting  inmate  of  the 
aquarium.  It  may  be  found  in  almost  every  clear 
and  not  very  quick-running  stream,  but  especially 
in  those  brooks  in  which  the  watercress  or  the 
Vernal  Starwort  grow  in  anything  hke  profusion. 
A  good  way  to  obtain  Fresh-water  Shrimps  is  to 
take  a  handful  of  aquatic  weeds  out  of  the  water  in 
which  these  Crustacea  abound,  and  shake  it  over  a 
newspaper  or  a  piece  of  macintosh.  After  the  first 
shake  or  two  several  shrimps,  among  other  animals, 
will  fall  upon  the  surface  prepared  for  them,  and 
commence  at  once,  as  they  he  helplessly  on  their 
sides,  those  curious  twisting  movements  which  have 
given  them  the  name  of  Fresh-water  Screws.  These 
animals  are  very  similar  in  appearance  to  the 
common  sandhopper,  to  which  indeed  they  are 
closely  related.  They  are  frequently  foimd  in  pairs, 
the  female  being  known  by  her  smaller  size,  and 
they  resemble  fish  in  their  habit  of  keeping  their 
heads  facing  the  stream.  Fresh-water  Shrimps  are 
most  useful,  for  not  only  are  they  excellent  scaven- 
gers, but  they  also  in  their  own  bodies  supply  trout 
and  other  fish  with  the  very  best  of  foods.  They 
may  be  kept  in  either  large  or  small  tanks,  where 
they  will  do  good  by  consuming  any  animal  matter, 
which,  if  allowed  to  remain  in  the  water,  would 


*  From  "  Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev, 
Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrtmgement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill, 
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certainly  become  a  source  of  mischief.  For  example, 
should  a  snail  die,  they  will  quickly  devour  its  body 
and  make  a  home  of  its  shell.  Of  course  in  a  large 
aquarium  which  is  stocked  in  the  usual  manner 
these  Shrimps  are  almost  sure  some  time  or  other 
to  be  eaten  by  the  fish  or  other  animals.  The 
Gammari  are  very  interesting  in  a  small  tank  which 
is  given  up  entirely  to  their  use.  They  are  by  no 
means  ungraceful  as  they  dart  swiftly  about  the 
water,  hunt  its  bottom  in  a  very  dog-like  fashion, 
or  cling  quite  motionless  to  the  weeds,  with  the 
exception  of  the  rapid  movements  of  their  respira- 
tory organs.  Their  shells,  which  from  time  to  time 
they  shed,  are  often  so  Ufelike  as  to  be  not  infre- 
quently mistaken  by  the  novice  for  the  animal 
itself.  These  crustaceans  may  be  fed  upon  raw 
meat,  a  piece  of  dead  garden-worm,  or  almost  any- 
thing of  an  animal  nature.  They  also  feed  occa- 
sionally upon  aquatic  weeds.    They  will  breed  very 


Fig.  187.    Fresh-water  Shrimps  (G  ammarus 

FLUVIATILIS)  (enlarged). 


leaving  their  mother's  care  is  generally  about  six 
weeks.  The  young  are  of  a  very  light  colour.  The 
male  is  much  larger  than  the  female,  and  is  about 
|in.  long.  These  ci-eatures  breed  freely  in  captivity, 
and  thus  provide  fish  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
aquarium  with  suitable  food.  They  are  easily 
obtained,  for  they  are  nearly  always  found  crawling 
about  the  mud  or  weeds  which  are  taken  from 
either  stagnant  or  slow-running  water.  The  vessels 
in  which  Aselli  are  kept  must  be  securely  covered, 
or  their  inmates  will  be  certain  to  escape,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  die. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FISHING  TACKLE  AT  THE  SPA 
INTEENATIONAL  EXHIBITION. 


From  the  last  number  of  the  Redditch  Indicator 
we  learn  that:  "At  the  International  Exhibition, 
Spa,  Belgium,  opened  in  July,  Messrs.  Guillaume, 
Limited,  fishing  tackle  manufacturers,  of  Redditch, 
were  awarded  the  gold  medal  for  excellence  in  the 
manufacture  of  rods,  hooks,  flies,  etc.,  and  a  special 
award  of  a  gold  medal  for  split  cane  rods  with  new 
steel  centre.  Their  Excellencies  the  Minister  of 
Fine  Arts  and  Industry  of  Belgium  and  the 
Governor  of  Brabant  each  bestowed  compliments 
on  the  quality  of  the  goods  shown." 

Messrs.  Guillaume  send  us  samples  of  their  neat 
little  "  Varsity  "  folding  cast  cases,  made  of  damp- 
proof  paper,  holding  half  a  dozen  three-yard  "4x 
blue"  gut  casts,  just  the  thing  for  making  up  into 
lines  for  roach  fishing,  etc.  They  also  send  a 
similar  paper  folding  case  for  hooks  on  gut,  the 
hooks  being  what  they  call  their  "Phaultless"  on 
"blue  drawn"  gut.  The  only  novelty  about  the 
hook,  if  it  is  one,  is  that  it  has  a  Roman  nose- 
shaped  point,  as  though  the  point  had  been  very 
slightly  bent  in  towards  the  shank.  It  would  hook 
well  in  small  sizes  for  fish  with  soft,  tough  mouths, 
but  would  be  more  liable  to  break  than  an  ordinary 
point  when  pulled  against  a  bone.  It  is  certainly 
not  an  improvement  to  be  recommended  for  hooks 
generally. 


PFovineial  flngling  liotes 

mtut  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  eighteenth  annual  contest  promoted  by  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  fished  on 
Monday  last  in  the  Kiver Thames  at  Abingdon;  the 
three  trains  chartered  by  the  association  wore  well 
patronised.  The  second  train  was  corapoaed  of 
saloons.  The  railway  arrangements  were  carried 
out  splendidly  by  the  G.  W.  R.  Co. ;  there  were  over 
1150  excursion  tickets  sold,  and  over  1000  members 
took  part  in  the  contest,  which  was  fished  under 
the  Thames  Association  rules.  The  contest  waa 
of  three  hours'  duration,  and  was  commenced  at 
11.30.  The  contest  ground  waa  over  6 J  mi'es 
in  extent,  and  was  fished  on  both  sides  of  the 
river.  The  contest  was  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Birmingham  Cemmittee  and  also  assisted  by 
the  Committeee  of  the  Abingdon  Association. 
The  referees  were  Messrs.  Coles,  Tullett,  Kirby,  and 
Coleman  who  were  entrusted  with  the  markiug  out 
of  the  ground  which  gave  every  one  of  the  coutest- 
ants  a  clear  ten  yards.  Owing  to  the  wet  state  of 
the  weather  sport  was  not  so  good  as  it  mii^ht  have 
been  under  different  atmospheric  circumstances,  but 
still  the  sport,  tdken  on  the  whole,  was  satisfactory, 
some  very  good  fish  being  taken.  A  splendid  roach 
of  21b.  IJoz.  was  taken  by  Mr.  E.  Bryant  of  the 
Gun  Club,  which  has  been  sent  to  be  tet  up,  and 
will  adorn  the  walls  of  his  club  house.  Ihe  result 
of  the  weighing  in  follows  in  the  order  named  : — 
G.  Jarrett,  Garrison  Club ;  A.  Davis,  Royal  Oak ; 
A.  Medlicott,  Byland ;  E.  Bryant,  Gun  Club ; 
W.  Trew,  Bellbarn  ;  .  Mr.  Tranter.  Belmont  ; 
F.  Jones,  Birmingham  Heath  ;  G.  Garrett, 
Burlington ;  R.  Sands,  St.  John's ;  F.  U'Hare, 
Royal  Oak ;  Mr.  Hardy,  Fox  and  Grapes ;  F. 
HoUoway,  Highgate;  W.  Walker,  Bridge  Smeth- 
wick ;  D.  Fleet,  Queen's  Arms ;  Mr.  Eaton,  Lamp 
Society ;  and  W.  Tongue,  Garrison,  etc.  The 
winner,  Mr.  G.  Jarrett,  won  the  challenge  cup  the 
first  year  that  it  was  put  up  for  competition.  The 
Garrison  Club  new  hold  the  Birmingham  and  the 
Benevolent  Society's  cup  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months ;  the  winner's  weight  of  fish  was  31b.  4oz. 
Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  distribution  of 
prizes,  which  amount  to  £100.  Mr.  Jarrett  will 
receive  £8  as  the  first  prize,  and  the  other  prize 


winners  will  receive  the  remaining  £92.    Fishing  on 
the  whole  during  the  week  has  been  good,  but  owing 
to  the  contest  being  on  very  few  of  our  members 
have  been  out,  as  they  have  reserved  themselve'^ 
for  the  contest.    Pool  fishing  hai  been  good  and 
the  Warwick  Canal  has  been  fished,  and  on  Sept.  11 
I  saw  some  good  roach  up  to  9oz.  taken  near 
the  gas-works  at  Solihull.    Ihe  Stratford  Canal  has 
been  well  patronised  of  late,  the  result  being  fairly 
good.    The  Avon  has  been  visited  by  those  who  are 
infatuated  with  this  fine  river,  and  good  catches 
have  been  the  result.    Some  good  baskets  of  roach, 
bream,  and  perch  have  been  taken,  and  on  the  Severn 
chub  fishing  has  been  good.    We  are  having  some  ] 
nice  weather  for  angling,  it  has  got  much  cooler,  ■ 
and  we  have  had  some  nice  rain,  which  will  do  much  \ 
to  put  the  fish  on  good  terms  with  the  man  at  thn  ' 
end  of  the  rod.    Under  the  circumstances,  good- 
catches  should  be  the  order  of  the  day. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Bream  fishermen  appear  to  have  been  having  a 
bu=y  time  along  the  lower  reaches  of  t  he  Witham,  and 
some  uncommonly  good  fish  have  been  accounted 
for.  For  instance,  in  the  Chapel  Hill  district,  near 
the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal,  and  also  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Sluice  at  Botton, 
bream  weighing  up  to  O^lb.  have  been  killed,  many 
have  been  taken  scaling  4lb.  and  51b.,  and  bread 
paste  seems  to  have  done  the  most  execution.  The 
Witham  bream  are  seldom  tempted  to  feed  much 
in  the  autumn,  but  the  recent  rise  in  the  waters, 
followed  by  another  spell  of  warm  weather,  has  had 
a  mobt  appetising  effect.  Roach  fisbin:;  has  varied 
considerably.  While  some  anglers  have  done  re- 
markably well  with  the  maggot,  others  have  had 
the  worst  of  luck.  As  an  instance  of  this,  two  rods 
were  recently  fishing  under  exactly  similar  condi- 
tions within  thirty  yards  of  each  other  on  the 
Forty-foot.  One  fcarcely  got  a  touch  all  day,  while 
the  other  secured  5 Jib.,  amongst  which  were  a  brace 
weighing  l^lb.  Pike  fishing  may  scarcely  be  said 
to  have  commenced,  as  the  waters  (especially  the 
Forty-foot)  are  too  weedy  for  successful  trolling. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  grand  catches  of  roach  continue  to  be  made 
in  various  parts  of  the  river  Hull,  both  with  paste 
and  pearl  barley,  and  amongst  which  Mr.  W.  J. 
Barker,  of  the  North  Myton  Angling  Association, 
secured  in  the  Swing  Bridge  section  of  the  river, 
about  14lb.  of  splendid  roach,  some  ten  of  the  fish 
averaging  lib.  each.  Several  good  catches  have 
also  been  made  at  Hull  Bridge,  Grovebill,  Figham, 
and  Wawne,  and  on  Sept.  10,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  took 
some  nice  fish  with  paste  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dunswell,  his  best  fish  weighing  lib.  l^oz.  Th9 
City  sMarket  Hall  Angling  Association  fished  a 
match  the  other  day  on  the  river  Ancholme  at 
Brigg,  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  Walter  Chapman 
topping  the  prize  winners  with  61b.  15oz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  surface  of  the  lake  has  been  too  rough  for 
the  past  week,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  little 
perch  fishing  nothing  has  been  attempted.  A  ft<w 
trout  are  rising,  but  in  a  very  lazy  lashion.  On 
the  streams  things  have  been  quiet,  but  the  weather 
conditions  have  been  dead  against  successful  angling. 
On  the  Kent  the  best  lot  of  brown  trout  that  came 
under  notice  was  one  of  thirteen,  which  just  averaged 
half-a-pound  apiece.  Sei-trout  anglinif  has  also 
gone  off.  An  extraordinary  catch  of  salmon,  morts, 
and  sprods  was  made  on  the  Bela.  Mr.  Bromley - 
Wilson,  of  Dallam  Tower,  engaged  the  professional 
services  of  some  of  the  Morecambe  netters  on  this 
stream,  and  the  result  of  their  labours  was  that 
over  a  thousand  fish  were  laid  on  the  grass  in  front 
of  the  hall.  A  good  deal  of  local  feeling  heis  been 
aroused  by  this  action. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

All  over  the  country  there  is  any  amount  of  news 
of  association  and  club  contests.  Warrington  is 
busy,  and  Stockport  seem  to  have  just  completed  a 
busy  season.  Last  Saturday,  the  Robin  Hood  A.S.. 
Clifton,  secured  the  Bridgwater  Challenge  Shield 
with  the  heaviest  weight  so  far  recorded  by  th ) 
winning  team,  and  they  are  proud  of  the  triumph. 
The  Bollin  is  fishing  well,  roach  are  feeding  better, 
especially  showing  their  liking  for  wasp  bait  ;  chub 
are  also  to  be  met  with,  and  not  a  few  trout. 
To-day  the  West  Salford  Shield  will  be  fished 
for,  and  there  are  many  other  minor  contests 
announced.  Liverpool  anglers  continue  up  to  the 
eyes  in  conte-ts.  Next  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
the  Farnworth  angers  are  receiving  cups  won 
during  the  season  in  important  events. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Of  contests,  both  club  and  other  kinds,  in 
evidence  in  this  city,  there  is  enough  copy  to  fill 
the  Fishing  Gazette  forjat  least  one  week,  so  it  will 
be  a  difficult  item  to  touch  on  so  that  no  partiality 
may  be  shown.    It  is  many  years  since  so  mapy 


readily  in  an  aquarium  which  is  kept  expressly  for 
them,  which  should  be  stocked  with  plenty  of 
aquatic  plants  and  water  snails,  and  at  the  bottom 
of  it  there  should  be  several  large  stones  under 
which  the  shrimps  can  hide.  The  females  carry 
their  eggs  attached  to  the  under-parts  of  their 
bodies,  and  there  the  young  also  remain  for  some 
time  after  they  are  hatched.  The  young  of  these 
crustaceans  are  pretty  and  active  little  creatures, 
and  form  excellent  food  for  many  kinds  of  fish. 
They  are  of  a  very  much  fighter  shade  than  their 
parents,  which  are  as  a  rule  of  a  dark  reddish  colour, 
but  sometimes,  owing  to  the  locality  in  which  they 
are  found,  nearly  black.  When  one  considers  what 
excellent  scavengers,  how  prolific,  and  how  suitable 
as  food  for  fish  these  Gammari  are,  one  will  naturally 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  quite  worthy 
of  encouragement  in  those  waters  in  which  trout 
and  other  fish  are  preserved. 

The  Water  Louse  {Asellus  aquaticus)  (Fig.  188)  is 
a  very  common  crustacean.  It  is  so  like  in  appear- 
ance to  the  wood-louse  or  "  garden-pig  "  that  no 
description  is  necessary.  It  does  not  swim,  but  is 
found  crawling  about  the  bottom  or  weeds  of 


Fig.  188.    Water  louse  (Asellus  aquaticus). 

pond.i  and  ditches.  A.  aquaticus  is  a  useful 
scavenger  in  the  aquarium,  for  it  lives  principally 
upon  decaying  vegetable  matter.  I  have,  however, 
seen  it  apparently  feeding  upon  animal  food.  It 
will  eit  fish  ova.  The  female  carries  her  eggs  in  a 
membranous  sac  attached  to  the  under-part  of  her 
body,  and  there  the  young  remain  for  some  time 
after  they  are  hatched.  The  period  which  elapses 
between  the  laying  of  the  eggs  and  the  young  Aselli 
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city  clubs  aent  in  reports  so  late  on  in  the  season, 
and  they  include  the  doings  of  some  of  the  oldest, 
to  those  of  the  very  latest,  and  also  a  few  items  of 
individual  efiorts.  An  item  of  interest  was  re- 
ported from  our  local  fish  market  a  few  days  ago, 
the  arrival  of  some  red  bream,  which  were  face- 
tiously termed  in  the  "  pink  of  condition,"  and  two 
catfish  (?)  which  in  their  marking  resembled 
leopards,  attracted  a  lot  of  attention.  The  Board 
of  Management  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  have 
decided  to  have  an  open  meeting  in  November. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

On  Sept.  13,  the  Trent  rose  two  or  three  inches, 
and  the  rise  let  loose  plenty  of  weed,  which  proved 
annoying  to  anglers  generally.  Barbel  have  again 
been  on  the  feed  at  Shardlow,  Mr.  E.  Birks,  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society,  getting  one,  in  the  closing 
days  of  the  past  week,  that  weighed  6Jlb.  Mr.  F. 
W.  K.  Wallis  has  had  specimens  up  to  5 Jib., 
whilst  Mr.  A.  Dobson  has  also  landed  several 
exceeding  51b.  The  fish  were  tempted  with 
chandler's  greaves ;  but  sport  to  the  worm  has 
been  enjoyed  at  Holme  Pierrepont,  Averham, 
Kelham  and  Stoke.  Chub  votaries  have  done 
very  well  indeed  with  wasp  grubs  used  in  the 
streams ;  W.  F.  Gamble  and  W.  J.  Greaves  securing 
thirteen  from  Sir  Henry  Bromley's  waters  between 
Fiakerton  and  Stoke.  W.  J.  Hynes,  of  the  City 
Pisoato  rials,  has  also  had  plenty  of  amusement 
alongside  Barton  Island.  Dace  £knd  roach  have 
been  caught  with  gentles,  which  for  small  fish 
generally  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  tail-end  of  the 
lob-worm.  Some  fair-sized  pike  have  been  landed 
with  the  trolling  bait  at  Wilford  (Pyatt's  meadow), 
and  in  the  Clifton  district  by  punt  anglers.  Weeds, 
however,  still  hamper  the  proper  spin  of  the  bait. 
Five  and  a  half  brace  of  fine  trout  were  creeled  on 
the  lower  Dover  Beck  on  Sept.  8. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  have  been  some  heavy  rains  during  this 
week,  and  although  the  Severn  is  a  bit  coloured 
there  is  no  perceptible  increase  in  the  volume  of 
water,  which  is  in  capital  order  for  bottom  fishing, 
and  some  capital  bsiskets  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace 
have  been  caught,  and  some,  very  fine  flounders. 
Near  Holt  Fleet  Mr.  H.  Price  caught  thirty  fish  with 
the  maeeot ;  Mr.  Thompson,  101b.  chub  and  dace ; 
Mr.  A.  Williams,  121b.  chub.  At  Upton-on-Severn, 
Mr,  C.  Evans,  on  the  11th  inst.,  caught  twenty  fine 
roach  with  the  stewed  wheat.  Messrs.  Patey  and 
Dav  had  also  good  baskets  of  roach.  Mr.  Clarke,  a 
visitor  here,  fishing  from  a  boat  in  the  early  morning 
of  the  same  day,  caught  271b.  of  chub  in  the  river 
under  Stoke  Hill.  The  Star  Angling  Club  (Upton- 
on-Severn)  had  their  second  contest  in  their  club 
water  near  the  Railway  Bridge ;  there  was  a  good 
attendance  of  members:  1st  prize,  Mr.  C.  Evans, 
lib.  14}oz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  A.  E.  Higgins ;  3rd,  Mr. 
T.  Jinks  ;  4th,  Mr.  F.  James  ;  5th,  Mr.  T.  Clarke  ; 
6th,  Mr.  F.  Patey.  Weighing  in  atheeidquarters.  Star 
Hotel.  The  Upton  Angling  Club  had  a  competition 
and  sweepstakes  on  Sept.  10.  Mr.  Harry  Creese  took 
1st  prize  and  silver  medal  (his  catch  included  a 
flounder,  9Joz.);  2nd,  J.  Hayfield;  3rd,  Mr.  Wood- 
ward. Capital  sport  heis  been  had  in  the  Teme  on 
several  days,  nice  baskets  of  grayling  and  dace  have 
been  taken  with  fly  and  maggot,  but  very  few  trout. 
The  Avon  has  fished  well  in  parts.  Some  heavy 
takes  of  bream  have  been  had,  and  some  extra  fine 
roach,  which  seem  to  be  taking  the  stewed  wheat 
well.  Mr.  H.  Probert,  of  the  City  Club,  caught  a 
grand  lot  of  trout  and  grayling  in  the  Lugg,  near 
Leominster,  the  grayling  large  and  in  [grand  con- 
dition. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  third  competition  for  the  cup  given  by  Mr. 
Faber,  one  of  York's  parliamentary  representatives, 
took  pl8w;e  on  Sept.  10.  The  Amalgamation  sent 
anglers  from  twenty-seven  clubs,  and  three  hours' 
good  sport  was  enjoyed,  although  the  water  was 
not  in  good  condition,  being  low  and  clear  and  of  a 
bad  colour,  and  a  strong  wind  prevailed.  George 
the  Fourth  A  C.  made  the  best  show  at  the  scales, 
having  51b.  lljoz.  weight  of  fish.  The  Clifton  and 
Leeman-road  Working  Men's  Clubs,  with  5lb.  7Joz;., 
tied.  St.  Laurence  Friendly  A.  A.  came  next  with 
51b.  5|oz.  Mr.  William  Henderson,  George  the 
Fourth  A.C.,  has  won  the  gold  medal  for  the 
greatest  individual  weight  of  fish,  namely,  21b. 
12oz.  This  ifl  the  first  time  the  winner  of  a 
gold  medul  has  been  also  a  member  of  a  winning 
team.  Mr.  H.  has  received  many  congratu- 
lations on  his  success.  He  is  an  ardent  angler, 
and  also  one  of  the  best.  On  Monday,  Sept.  12, 
members  of  the  King  William  the  Fourth  A  C. 
fished  their  last  rnatcti  of  the  season  in  the  river 
Derwent  at  Sutton,  near  York.  They  encountered 
a  troublesome  cross-wind,  and  rain  fell  in' the  lost 
hour  ;  nevertheless,  a  fair  catch  resulted.  R.  Card, 
31b.  ISioz.,  headed  the  winners.  The  Y.C  C. 
mombera  managed,  under  somewhat  unfavourable 


conditions,  to  land  lOJlb.  of  fish  at  Toppleton  on 
Sept.  10,  and  every  competitor  receives  a  good 
prize,  aa  each  hooked  a  fair  number,  though 
the  fish  were  rather  small.  A  grand  mixed 
basket  of  fish  of  over  121b.  fell  to  Mr,  J.  Bums,  of 
Starbeck,  whilst  angling  with  members  of  the  Star 
Club  at  Knaresbrough  on  Sept.  12.  The  catch 
included  a  fine  specimen  trout  of  2Jlb. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  changeable,  but  generally 
stormy  with  heavy  rain.  All  waters  have  been 
flooded  to  a  great  extent.  Lake  fishing  on  the 
whole  has  been  unsatisfactory  in  all  departments. 
On  the  sea-trout  lakes  sport  has  fallen  off,  but  the 
back-end  fishing  is  expected  to  be  good  everywhere, 
as  the  fish  are  generally  reckoned  numerous.  River 
fishing  has  not  yielded  the  sport  expected,  and  on 
some  of  the  principal  autumn  rivers  sport  has  been 
very  poor.  Turning  to  sea  angling  we  find  that 
good  sport  was  had  when  the  weather  was  favour- 
able. At  Waterville  good  sport  was  obtained  on  a 
couple  of  days.  On  one  day  Messrs.  McMullen  (2) 
got  three  dozen  pollack,  averaging  31b.,  and  nine 
bass,  averaging  41b.  On  another  day  Dr.  Hallowes 
and  friend  had  three  dozen  pollack  and  one  bass. 
Reports  from  other  stations  also  show  that  sport 
has  been  good,  especially  at  pollack. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — A  considerable 
amount  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  week,  and  the 
river  is  all  the  better  for  it.  Barbel  have  not  been 
feeding  well,  and  the  season  is  quickly  passing  for 
these  fish  to  be  caught  in  large  quantities.  The 
Birmingham  anglers  and  their  friends  paid  a  visit 
to  Abingdon  on  Monday,  and  a  competition  of 
between  900  and  1000  anglers  took  place  for  some 
good  prizes.  It  was  a  pegged  down  match — one  of 
those  inglorious  affairs  where  the  angler  who  happens 
to  be  pegged  to  a  bad  spot  loses  all  hope  and  feels 
glad  when  the  day  is  over.  There  were  a  good  many 
of  such  men  on  Monday,  for  it  rained  smartly  for 
three  hours  during  the  match,  and  sport  was  very 
bad.  The  best  take  of  fish  weighed  31b.  4oz.,  and 
this  won  £8  and  the  £50  Challenge  Cup  to  be  held 
by  the  club  which  the  winner  represented.  The 
winner  deserved  it.  In  addition  to  this  200  anglers 
weighed  in  their  trifles,  only  fifteen  getting  a  gross 
weight  of  over  lib.  each.  The  best  fish  of  the  day 
was  a  specimen  roach  of  21b.  IJoz.  The  river  was 
very  clear,  as  it  generally  is  in  the  higher  reaches 
in  the  summer  time,  and  the  Birmingham  anglers 
would  be  well  advised  to  try  the  Reading  or 
Henley  district  next  year,  that  is,  if  they  can't  live 
without  a  monster  annual.  At  Marlow,  a  trout  of 
81b.  has  been  caught,  but  the  trouting  season  as  a 
whole  has  been  a  bad  one.  There  is  little  news  from 
the  river  this  week,  but  next  there  should  be  much 
better  sport  owing  to  the  water  being  a  bit  more 
coloured. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 ■  (Henley). — Recent  rains  have  improved  the 

condition  of  the  river,  and  a  fair  stream  is  running, 
which  is  to-day  (Wednesday)  slightly  stained.  Sport 
has  been  quiet  during  the  past  week.  Roach  are 
still  bad  feeders,  only  a  few  have  been  caught.  A 
number  of  bankers  have  been  down,  few  of  which 
saved  a  "  blank."  Gudgeon  bite  freely,  and  two 
nice  perch  have  been  caught,  while  a  local  angler 
has  taken  ten  chub  by  casting  with  a  dead  frog. 
Barbel  are  being  tried  for,  and  one  of  31b.  has  been 
caught. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Twickenham). — Now  raining.  Prospects 

are  good.  The  fishing  has  been  very  good  during 
the  past  week.  R.  Spong  has  been  out  several 
days,  landing  a  fine  carp  over  31b.,  also  a  nice 
tench,  with  good  bags  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream. 
T.  Auger  has  been  out  and  has  had  very 
fair  takes.  On  Sept.  18  the  whole  of  my  staff 
are  engaged — the  Acton  Angling  Club  fish  their 
competition — and  have  ordered  twelve  punts  with 
professional  attendants  for  the  occasion.  I  have 
been  doing  very  well  all  the  week,  and  hope  to  send 
a  good  report  next  week. — John  Spong. 

 ■  (Weybridge). — H.  Curr  (fisherman),  Wey- 

bridge,  in  four  days,  had  ten  dozen  roach  and  dace  ; 
T.  Strudwick,  in  six  days,  twenty-five  dozen  roach 
and  dace  (the  dace  running  very  fine) ;  myself,  four 
dozen  roach,  two  perch,  and  three  jack  in  three 
outings — C.  A,  Shaylor. 

Bottisliam  Locks  (Waterbeach). — On  this 
stretch  of  the  Cam  after  rain  and  colder  nights  the 
river  is  in  good  order,  in  places  low  for  the  season 
of  the  year.  But  the  angler  may  now  with  fast 
dying  weeds  look  for  improving  prospects  for  the 
pike  in  the  deep  sluggish  holes,  when  an  odd  fish 


can  be  grassed.  Largest  this  week  5lb.  2oz.  Silver 
bream  fair  sport  up  to  81b.  to  a  rod.  Largest  perch 
lib.  4oz.  Roach  are  coming  up  sharper  to  the  bait 
with  an  improvement  in  size.  Time  of  writing, 
raining.  For  general  use  best  baits,  creed  wheat 
and  worms. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire),  —  Several 
brace  of  very  nice  trout  have  been  taken  lately, 
and  they  are  moving  fairly  well  considering  the 
time  of  the  season.  On  the  Bibury  length  sport 
has  been  very  good,  and  there  are  still  a  few  good 
baskets  to  be  made.  A  few  hundred  small  trout 
have  just  been  turned  in  from  the  Bibury  Hatchery  ; 
this  should  be  a  great  advantage  to  this  valuable 
bit  of  water. — Chas.  Powell. 

Darenth  (Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.).— River  still 
low  and  clear.  Fish  only  rose  for  a  few  minutes 
on  the  evening  of  Sept.  10.  During  the  rise  the 
Coachman  and  the  Sedge  attracted  three  good  fish, 
one  of  which  I  landed,  one  broke  me,  and  the  last 
(the  best  I  have  hooked  this  season)  escaped  through 
hold  giving  after  a  very  good  fight.  Prospects  fair. 
No  appearance  of  spawning. — J.  Paul  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  river  has 
become  somewhat  swollen  owing  to  the  heavy  rains 
of  late,  but  it  has  been  cleansed  to  an  appreciable 
extent.  Small  takes  have  been  the  order,  very  few 
really  good  baskets  being  reported. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  rain  has  cleared  the 
Okement,  Lew,  and  Torridge.  and  some  fair  baskets 
of  trout  and  some  splendid  peal  have  been  taken. 
The  Carey  has  been  in  flood,  and  a  lot  of  fish  are  in 
the  pools. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).  —  The  autumn  angling  has  nob 
yet  begun.  P'ish  will  not  run  up  the  river  till  we 
get  a  good  spate.  Still,  there  are  salmon  in  many 
of  the  pools,  and  Mr.  F,  W.  Branson,  the  courteous 
secretary  ot  the  Yorkshire  Anglers,  managed  to  kill 
a  couple  with  fly  in  the  Eamont  last  week,  one 
being  a  good  fish  of  151b.  Trout  fishing  is  about 
over.  The  Eden  Fishery  Board,  at  a  special  meet- 
ing on  Sept.  13,  passed  a  new  set  of  bye-laws, 
some  of  which,  if  approved  by  their  masters  in 
London,  will  prove  of  far-reaching  importance. 
The  most  important  are  :  one  abolishing  hang-nets 
in  the  river,  another  making  it  impossible  for  the 
Solway  fishermen  to  take  out  a  licence  for  a  draft 
net  and  use  it  aa  a  hang  net,  and  another  fixing  the 
mesh  of  net  for  taking  trout  at  IJin.  from  knot  to 
knot,  or  6in.  round.  This  will  partially  stop  all 
trout-netting — and  a,  very  proper  thing,  too.  Of 
course  the  board  is  in  each  case  treading  on  some 
one's  heels,  but  their  duty  is  to  look  to  the  general 
good  of  the  district  and  not  to  consider,  private 
interests  too  much. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  this  '^river  has  been 
somewhat  low  during  the  week,  sport  has  been 
fairly  brisk.  Most  of  the  fish  landed,  however, 
have  been  caught  in  the  pools.  The  catches  to 
hand  are:  Mr.  P.  Horsfall,  three  salmon,  51b.  each; 
Mr.  S.  Hodgson,  four  salmon,  61b.,  7lb.,  61b  ,  and 
41b. ;  Mr.  Keighley,  one  salmon,  61b. ;  Miss  Keigh- 
ley,  one  salmon,  51b.  ;  Dr.  English,  one  salmon, 
6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Bias,  one  salmon,  14ilb. ;  Capt.  Wood, 
two  salmon,  41b.  and  51b..  and  Mrs.  R.  Linton,  five 
salmon,  41b.,  5lb.,  61b.,  61b.,  and  51b.  A  good  flood 
would  much  improve  matters.  Several ,'sa!mon  and 
sea-trout  are  hanging  about  the  river  mouth.  Some 
good  sport  has  been  obtained  by  sea  anglers  from 
the  piers  and  quays  during  the  week,  capital  catches 
of  mixed  fish  being  recorded. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  Exe  and  tributaries  with  Red  Palmer, 
Blue  Upright,  and  up-stream  worming,  while  at  St. 
Davids,  Cowley,  and  near  Exwick  perch,  roach,  and 
some  fine  eels  have  been  taken  with  usual  baits. 
In  the  canal  fair  sport  has  been  had  with  perch, 
roach,  and  eels.  Last  week  at  Teignmouth,  prior 
to  the  high  tides  which  did  some  considerable 
damage,  the  bay  was  swarming  with  mackerel,  so 
much  so  that  they  swam  into  shallow  water  and 
were  left  high  and  dry.  Ba?a  and  pollack  have 
been  taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  Exmouth. 
Some  few  bass  and  several  mullet  have  been  caught 
from  the  pier  and  boats.  Many  of  the  visitors 
doing  well.  Mr.  Pollard  had  a  fine  bass  of  7lb. 
with  ragworm  last  week. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— These  waters  should  be 
in  good  condition  for  angling  at  this  week-end,  and 
anglers  would  do  well  to  pay  attention  to  roach  in 
the  deep  holes  in  the  back  waters.  Sport  has  been 
good  in  such  places,  especially  between  Waltham 
and  Broxbourne,  but  in  other  localities  there  has 
not  been  much  to  report.  At  Ware  jack  have  been 
moving,  but  only  small  fish  have  been  taken.  The 
trout  season,  which  closes  on  Sept.  29,  has  been  a 
bad  one  so  far  as  the  main  river  is  concerned,  but 
from  the  tributaries  and  the  uppar  waters  there  are 
better  reports.  The  supply  of  water  has  been 
better  than  for  many  years  past,  hence  improved 
Bport. — IzAAK  Walton. 
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LtXigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
Btreams  have  been  running  in  good  order  for 
fishing,  but  rather  low.  Rain  fell  at  the  beginning 
of  the  week,  and  there  is  a  slight  stain  on  the  water. 
Some  good  grayling  have  been  landed  with  fly  in 
both  rivers.    Since  Monday  fishing  has  been  quiet. 

— G  WYNNE. 

otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Very  little  of 
note  has  been  done  during  the  last  week  on  the 
river,  which  may  be  accounted  for  to  a  great  extent 
from  the  fact  of  the  shooting  season  having  fairly 
set  in.  A  few  good  fish,  however,  have  been  taken. 
Y6ur  reporter  got  a  trout  of  lib.  2oz,  on  Sept.  1 3  in 
the  public  water  near  this  place.  Peal  do  not  seem 
to  be  in  the  river  at  all,  but  it  ia  possible  that  next 
month  a  few  may  make  their  appearance.  A  good 
deal  of  rain  has  come  down  during  the  last  few  days, 
and  the  river  is  to-day  (Wednesday,  Sept.  14)  quite 
full,  but  not  too  dirty  for  fishing. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  all  in  good  "condition 
and  some  good  catches  were  recorded  during 
last  week.  Sport  has  not  been  goocf  on  the  Tavy, 
but  on  the  Dart  several  salmon  have  been  caught. 
Mr.  Russell  Gaunter  had  three,  weighing  91b.,  Illb., 
and  131b.,  and  my  daughter  had  a  nice  one. 
Some  good  trout  have  also  been  taken. — William 
Heabdee. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — The  past  few  days  have  been  very  remark- 
able as  regards  changes  of  temperature,  and  very 
noticeable  even  in  our  changeable  climate.  Wednes- 
day was  a  perfect  specimen  of  a  dull  and  gloomy 
November  day,  i,  and  so  was  Monday  with  the 
thermometer  not  far  removed  from  the  freezing 
point.  Tuesday,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  typical 
summer's  day,  with  a  blazing  hot  sun,  as  was  also 
Sunday  last,  and  the  change  from  extreme  heat  to 
chilly  weather  was  as  marked  as  it  was  sudden. 
Heavy  showers  of  rain  have  fallen  occasionally,  but 
being  from  the  eastward  have,  as  yet,  made  little 
appreciable  difference  in  the  state  of  the  rivers, 
which  are  now  in  very  fair  condition,  and  frosty 
nights  with  the  alternative  bright  days  have  been 
very  favourable  for  grayling  fishing,  which  has  been 
mo»t  successful  of  late  in  this  neighbourhood. — 
Vybnvfy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SniFolk). — Water  as  clear  as  it 
can  possibly  be,  cwid  fishing  in  consequence  very 
slow.  A  few  odd  bream  up  to  31b.  have"  been 
taken,  and  some  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.,  but  nothing 
that  can  be  called  a  catch.  Fishing  is  next  to 
useless  until  we  get  some  rain. — W.  T.  Bainbhidge. 

  (Grove    Perry).  —  This  water  to-day 

(Sept.  14)  is  in  much  better  condition.  The  weed 
cutting,  always  a  troublesome  operation,  is  nearly 
finished  ;  care  is  being  exercised  in  collecting,  with 
the  boom,  and  puttingontheland. ;  A  few  anglers  from 
London  have  had  fairly  good  sport,  namely,  Messrs. 
Gill,  Salmond,  and  Osment.  Mr.  Shuttleworth,  a 
visitor,  had  good  sport  with  the  bream,  three 
weighing  over  101b.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  on  Sept.  10, 
had  seventeen  roach  weighing  161b.  6oz.,  most  of 
which  were  returned  to  the  water.  Heavy  rain  at 
time  of  writing,  which  will  further  improve  the 
fishery. — J.  Kibby  (Keeper). 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chicliester  Canal. — The 
weather  during  the  week  has  been  of  the  variety 
order — sunshine  and  rain,  with  easterly  winds  pre- 
vailing. The  Trafalgar  Anglers'  competition,  held 
on  Sept,  11,  at  Steyning,  was,  aa  regards  takes,  not 
a  great  success,  Mr.  Markwick  leading  with  21b.  8oz., 
and  Mr.  Anderson,  second,  with  lloz.,  the  strong 
tide,  with  the  influx  of  salt  water,  materially 
influencing  results.  At  Lewes,  in  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  Ouse  recently,  Mr.  Stone  had  grand  sport 
among  the  roach  and  dace — five  roach,  weighing 
over  91b.,  and  some  of  the  dace  were  of  .9oz.  and 
lOoz.  Good  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  upper 
waters,  three  fish  weighing  lib  13^oz,,  lib.  12oz., 
and  lib.  lOJoz.  respectively.  The  weeds  at 
Chichester  are  awaiting  frost  to  clear  them,  as  but 
little  progress  is  made  otherwise.  Bream  up  to 
21b.  loz.  have  been  taken,  roach  of  12^oz.,  and 
several  good  eels.  Mr.  Barden  has  had  nice  roach 
from  the  Emsworth  water.  A  few  mullet  and  bass 
are  notified  as  taken  from  Chichester  harbour. — 
George  F.  Salter, 

Teifi  (Iiampeter,  Cardiganshire). — At  time  of 
writing  (Sept.  12)  the  river  is  in  good  condition  for 
trout  fishing,  and  good  baskets  are  being  caught 
daily.  Several  salmon  have  been  seen,  and  more 
expected  after  the  heavy  rauifall  we  have  just  had. 
— H. 

 (Llandyssil). — Some  nice  rain  has  fallen  and 

river  in  good  order  for  fishing.  A  salmon  of  51b. 
and  a  sewin  of  21b.  were  caught  at  end  of  week.  On 
Monday  a  very  nice  fish  of  IClb.  was  also  grassed. 
Others  have  been  seen.  With  this  spate  sport  should 
be  good.  At  time  of  writing  it  is  raining  and  glass 
low. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  ia  now 
in  good  order.  Angling  np  to  Sept.  10  was  brisk, 
and  the  fiah  were  moving  well  at  the  fly  ;  several 


nice  lots  of  grayling  were  landed,  and  a  few  trout ; 
the  latter  are  now  going  out  of  season,  and  are  getting 
dark  coloured.  Bottom  fishing  has  accounted  for 
some  roach,  dace,  perch  and  chub. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — In  this  part  there  have  been 
some  heavy  falls  of  rain,  which  have  refreshed  [the 
river,  and  there  is  a  little  colour  in  the  water,  and 
fly  fishing  the  last  few  days  has  been  rather  quiet. 
Before  the  rain  angling  was  fairly  brisk,  and  some 
nice  grayling  and  occasionally  a  trout  was  landed. 

— WOECESTER. 

Torcross  Ley. — The  Ley  is  in  capital  order  and 
the  fishing  for  pike,  perch,  and  rudd  ia  now  very 
good,  and  the  weeds  are  not  so  troublesome  now  as 
in  previous  years.  With  Wadham's  patent  aquatic 
weed-cutter  I  find  no  difficu  Ity  in  keeping  the 
weeds  dowru — Wm.  Vickeey. 

Tyue,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Nelgrhbonring' 
Rivers. — Sport  during  the  past  week  has  not  been 
so  good,  as  all  the  rivers  are  now  very  low  and  clear. 
Rain  is  badly  wanted  to  improve  the  fishing.  I 
have  heard  of  a  few  fairly  good  baskets  being  taken 
from  the  Tyne  in  the  Corbridge  district,  and 
also  at  Bellingham.  Very  few  anglers  have 
been  out  on  the  Coquet.  One  or  two  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  by  fishing  very  care- 
fplly.  Best  flies:  Whirling  Blue,  Red  Spider, 
Bracken  Clock  and  Orange  Partridge.  Sport  has 
been  ruling  quiet  on  the  Aln.  Mr.  Meech  got  a 
couple  of  sea-trout — one  of  41b.  and  the  other  Iflb. 
Mr.  Hardy  got  eight  trout  with  Hofland's  Fancy. 
The  Bensham  Angling  Association  fished  their 
annual  competition  on  Sept.  8  at  Bellingham  on  the 
North  Tyne.  On  arrival  upon  the  banks  of  the 
stream,  where, owing  to  the  generosity  of  Mr,  T,  W. 
Lovibond,  of  Hesleyside  Hall,  a  certain  area  of  his 
preserves  had  been  apportioned  to  the  club,  a  start 
was  made,  Mr.  J.  Johnson,  of  the  Black  Bull 
Hotel,  Bellingham,  having  been  appointed  referee, 
and  the  ardent  disciples  of  the  rod  soon  found  their 
way  to  their  respective  allotments  on  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  parts  of  the  River  Tyne.  Angling 
continued  until  noon,  when  time  was  called  for 
lunch,  and  the  members  adjourned  to  the  Black 
Bull  Hotel  to  partake  of  the  good  fare  provided  by 
the  worthy  host.  After  luncheon,  they  again 
essayed  their  skill  against  the  cunning  of  the 
finny  tribe,  and  continued  to  ply  their  art  with 
no  lack  of  enthusiasm  until  6  p.m.  when  an 
analysis  of  the  catch  showed  the  following  resalt : 
— First  prize,  a  splendid  marble  timepiece,  pre- 
sented by  Councillor  J.  Chipchase,  won  by  Mr.  A.  P. 
Menzies,  5lb.  8oz.  ;  second,  handsome  couch,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  H.  Hood,  won  by  Mr.  A.  White, 
5lb.  5oz.  8dr. ;  third,  rod,  won  by  Mr.  B.  \Miite, 
41b.  lloz.  ;  fourth,  two  large  bronze  figures,  won  by 
Mr.  Stephenson,  31b.  8oz.  4dr.  Silver  cup  for 
heaviest  fish  caught  won  by  Mr.  R.  Stephenson. 
There  were  also  numerous  other  prizes  won  by  the 
members. — Heney  A.  Mtteton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — After  the  slight  rise  in  the  river  on 
the  9th,  and  another  on  the  13th  of  about  a  foot, 
the  angler  has  had  a  little  more  sport  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  record  of  kills  for  the  week.  Sept.  14, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  one  (Rock  Pool).  On  the  9th, 
Mrs.  Lister,  three,  71b.  and  151b.  (two),  (Rail  Derry); 
Mr.  Johnson,  two,  121b.  and  131b.  (Road  Pool  and 
Bats  Hole).— T.  R. 

Wye  and  l)erweut;  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  low  and  clear,  and  in  order  for  the  fly. 
The  weather,  too,  has  been  favourable,  but  fish  have 
not  risen  very  well,  except  midging,  and  they  have 
taken  a  lot  of  suiting  at  times.  The  best  way  of 
securing  a  brace  or  two  of  fish  is  to  use  very  fine 
tackle,  especially  on  the  Wye,  and  by  doing  so  a  few 
fish  have  been  secured,  the  Derwent  yielding  two 
and  three  brace  per  rod.  The  Darleydale  Club's 
portion  of  this  river  has  afforded  its  members  very 
fair  sport ;  also  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  waters  have  afforded  its  members  a 
few  good  fish,  both  trout  and  grayling,  Mr.  White 
landing  several  nice  fish,  also  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
Newton  obtaining  a  brace  or  two  below  Cromford 
Bridge.  The  prospect  is  favourable  for  the  next 
few  days.  Useful  flies :  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Throstle  Wing,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  and  Claret 
Bumble. — Dotteeel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc,  (Torks). — Very  little  rain  has  fallen  during 
the  last  few  days,  and  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  with 
their  tributaries  are  running  low  and  bright.  The 


Trout,  Ska-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stoi^ks  in  the  kinsdom.  S])ecial  atteation  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitahle  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  Hy  casts  for 
riverorlake.  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  .3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  75Ib.  of  sea  trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  poiuts.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  tlrst  quality, 
f»d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds."j 


Yore  is  low  and  next  to  nothing  has  been  done  in 
the  upjjer  reaches  at  Hawes.  Aysgarth,  and  Wensley 
amongst  the  trout  and  grayling.  In  the  deeps 
about  Middleham  I  had  a  few  hours'  pike  fishing 
on  Monday,  but  only  caught  one  nice  fish,  A  few 
anglers  I  met  on  the  banks  roach  fishing  were  having 
a  little  sport,  but  the  fish  caught  were  very  smalt 
and  not  remarkable  for  quantity.  In  the  lower 
district  a  few  rods  have  been  out  at  Masham. 
Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  Sport  ;  on  the  whole  has  not 
been  good.  Coarse  fishing  has  also  been  quiet  at 
Boroughbridge  and  Myton.  The  Swale  is  running 
low  and  clear.  A  few  fishermen  have  been  seen 
out  in  the  upper  reaches,  but  all  complain  of 
bad  sport.  The  Wharfe  is  low ;  sport  has  fallen 
off  since  last  report  at  Appletreewick,  Burnsall, 
and  Bolton  Woods.  Very  little  has  also  been 
done  in  the  Ilkley  length.  In  the  lower  dis- 
tricts, sport  has  ruled  quiet  at  Wetherby,;  Boston 
Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Uileskelf.  The  Derwent  is 
low  and  too  bright  for  good  angling,  A  fevr  rodstera 
have  been  in  the  districts  of  Yeddingham,  Malton, 
Stamford  Bridge  and  Hutton's  i  Ambo ;  a  few 
pike  have  been  caught,  but  sport  amongst  the 
coarse  fish  has  ruled  poor.  The  Ouse  has  been 
patronised  by  a  great  number  of  angling  clubs  fishing 
their  annual  matches.  On  Sept.  10,  the  York  and 
District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  held  their  third 
competition  for  the  Faber  Cup,  twenty -seveii  clubs 
competed.  The  first  three  clubs  which  came  in 
order  were:  Ist,  George  IV.,  51b,  ll^oz. ;  2nd  and 
3rd  (a  tie),  Clifton  and  Leeman-road,  51b.  l^oz.  The 
second  match  of  the  season  was  fished  by  tne  York 
C.  C.  Angling  Club  at  Poppleton,  A.  Jackson 
took  first,  prize,  lib.  13oz. ;  second,  W.  Cook; 
third,  A.  Metcalfe.  On  Monday,  Sept.  12,  the 
Knaresborough  Star  Angling  Club  held  their 
annual  match  at  Boroughbridge,  twenty  members 
competed.  The  only  catch  of  note  was  a  mixed 
basket  of  fish,  121b.,  by  Mr.  J.  Bums,  Starbeck, 
including  a  fine  trout,  weighing  2Jlb.  The  annual 
competition  promoted  by  Mr.  G.  Goldie,  Blue  Bell 
Inn,  Yarm,  seventy-two  anglers  competed,  sport 
ruled  only  poor ;  first,  J,  Pannett,  Stockton,  lib. 
ll^z,;  second,  J.  Ingram,  Stockton,  lib.  TJoz.; 
third,  G.  Hodgson,  Thornaby,  lib.  Joz.  Otter 
hunting  seeison  is  quickly  drawing  to  a  close. 
This  Season  has  been  an  exceptionally  good 
one.  Waters  have  been  found  in  condition 
for  hunting,  and  otters  .^have  been  found  fairly 
plentiful.  The  Northern  Counties  Otter  Hounds 
have  had  really  good  sport,  killing  no  less  than 
thirty-two  otters.  The  Wharf edale  pack  have  hatl 
also  soma  excellent  sport.  This  waek  they  are 
hunting  in  the  Pickering  Beck  and  district,  and  on 
Saturday  (Sept.  17)  on  the  Esk.  On  the  whole  it 
may  be  said  that  this  season  has  been  a  great 
success  for  otter  hounds.  It  is  also  noticeable  that 
there  has  been  more  followers  of  this  sport  this 
season  in  North  Yorkshire  than  for  many  years 
past.  Best  flies  for  the  present  are :  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Red  Tag,  Blue  Hawk,  Pale  Autumn  Dun, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Green  Insect,  and  Rolfs  Witch.  I 
do  not  anticipate  sport  to  improve  until  after  a 
good  freshet. — John  E.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altuacealifach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Although  climatic  conditions  have  been  adverse 
the  following  sport  has  been  obtained  since  the 
beginning  of  the  month: — On  Sept.  1  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty -four  trout, 
9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Holland,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty,  9Jlb.  ; 
and  Mr.  Ford,  on  Loch  Cama,  twelve,  4ilb.  On 
Sept.  2,  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Clarke,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  four  dozen,  121b. ;  Mr.  Ford,  on  same  water, 
two  dozen,  S^lb. ;  and  Messrs.  Birch  and  Russell, 
on  Loch  Cama,  thirteen,  4ilb.  On  Sept,  5,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Anderson  on  Loch  DrigiU,  fifty-six, 
181b,;  Mr.  Ford,  on  same  loch,  two  dozen,  91b.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  on  Loch  Cama,  one  dozen,  4Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Henderson  and  Clarke,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
eight,  6Jlb. ;  and  Captain  and  Mrs.  Coulaon,  on 
Loch  Cama,  twenty-five,  71b.  On  Sept.  6,  Mr. 
Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  one  salmo  ferox 
of  51b.  (caught  with  fly),  and  seventeen  trout,  91b.  ; 
Messrs.  Sidgwick,  on  Loch  Urigill,  seventeen  trout, 
61b. ;  and  Messrs.  Henderson  and  Clarke,  on  Loch 
Cama,  sixteen,  41b,  This  week  weather  very 
stormy. — B. 

Beauly. — Excellent  angling  continues  to  be  had 
on  the  upper  reewhes  of  the  Beauly,  the  rainy 
weather  keeping  the  water  in  splendid  fishing  con- 
dition. The  best  baskets  obtained  during  the  past 
week  were  at  Braulen,  where  Mr.  Henderson  and 
party  continue  to  have  good  sport  on  the  Farrar, 
and  at  Struy,  where  Mr.  Barry  and  party  are  having 
splendid  fishing.  A  few  fish  were  also  grassed  at 
Fasnakyle,  at  Erchless,  at  Eskadale,  and  Eilean 
Aigas,  On  the  lower  reaches  the  Messrs.  Pliipps, 
Beaufort  Castle,  have  been  successful  in  grassing 
tenj  fish  during  the  week.    Jn  the  tidal  waters 
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good  angling  was  had.  A  sad  accident  occurred 
on  Tuesday,  whereby  Duncan  Macrae,  gillie,  was 
drowned  some  600  yards  above  Beauly  Bridge, 
and  so  far  his  body  has  not  been  recovered,  although 
the  river  is  dragged  every  day. — A.  R. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle.— Some  fairly  good 
baskets  have  been  got  in  the  upper  and  mid  reaches 
of  the  Esk.  In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved 
waters  below  Langholm.  Lady  Constance  Scott, 
Lord  Henry  Scott,  Lord  Brack  ley,  and  other  rods 
have  had  average  sport.  Mr.  F.  Story  had  a  sea- 
trout  of  2Jlb.  in  Langholm  water  on  Sept.  10.  On 
the  same  day  another  angler,  fishing  with  minnow, 
landed  five  sea- trout.  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  had  a  good 
basket  of  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout. 
Messrs.  Elliot  and  Wilson  each  had  sea-trout  and 
herling  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  Anderson  had  four 
herling  and  some  yellow  trout,  Mr.  Clark  had  one 
sea-trout,  Mr.  Ross  caught  two  sea-trout,  and  Mr. 
Morrison  and  Mr.  Thompson  had  each  eea-trout 
and  herling  in  Langholm  water.  In  Canonbie 
water,  Mr.  Foster,  of  Hastings,  fishing  with  minnow 
on  Sept.  10,  creeled  a  dozen  herling  and  a  sea-trout, 
and  at  another  fishing  on  Sept.  9  he  had  two  sea- 
trout,  and  hooked  a  salmon  which  he  ran  for  an 
hour  and  ten  minutes  and  then  got  broke.  Mr.  G. 
W.  A.  Mitchell  killed  a  dozen  herling  and  a  sea- 
trout  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  Charles  Murray, 
fislung  with  sea-trout  tackle  in  Dougland  Pool, 
landed  a  salmon  of  111b.  Mr.  Jas.  Steele,  Rowan- 
bum,  caught  a  grilse,  weighing  51b.  Rev.  J.  W. 
Haden,  Wolverhampton,  fishing  in  the  Double  water, 
creeled  a  grilse  and  two  herling  at  a  fishing.  Mr. 
J.  Hill,  Canonbie,  had  a  score  of  herling  and  two 
sea-trout  in  the  Double  water,  Mr.  Butler  had  sixteen 
herling,  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  two  sea-trout  and 
over  a  score  of  herling.  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  Rowan  burn, 
a  good  basket  of  herling  and  FPa-trout,  Mr.  R.  Steele 
had  twenty-five  herling,  Mr.  W.  Murray  got  twenty- 
one  herling  and  two  sea-trout,  Mr.  Adam  Keen  had 
fifteen  herling.  Mr.  W.  Riddle  had  two  sea-trout 
and  some  herling.  Mr.  H.  B.  Yates,  Todhillwood, 
had  good  sport  with  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the 
Willow  Pool  and  Cauldron  stream.  Mr.  McLellan 
had  a  good  basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling  on  the 
Netherby  side  of  the  Double  water,  and  Mr.  Jas. 
1  Scott,  Canonbie,  a  dozen  herling  and  two  sea-trout 
i  above  Canonbie  Bridge.  Mr.  W.  Irving  twenty- 
two  herling  tmd  a  sea-trrut,  Mr.  A.  Jardine, 
Canonbie,  half  a  dozen  herling  in  Byreburnfoot 
water  on  Sept.  10,  Mr.  W.  Graham  one  sea-trout 
and  twenty  herling,  Mr.  Murray,  Canonbie,  three 
sea-trout  and  twenty  herling,  Mr.  .1.  Maxwell  two 
!  sea-trout  and  ten  herling.  In  Netherby  water 
herling  continue  plentiful,  and  have  been  giving 
good  sport.  Mr.  Robson  has  done  fairly  well  with 
both  sea-trout  and  herling,  and  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Graham,  in  Netherby  reserved  water,  has  had 
several  good  baskets  of  herling.  At  Clerkleap  Pool, 
in  the  Upper  Liddle,  Mr.  Hedges,  Manchester,  had 
a  sea-trout  of  21b.  and  a  herling  of  lib.  Mr.  R. 
Ferguson,  Copsha,  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  same  water,  and  Mr.  Crozier  had  a 
good  basket  of  yellow  trout.  Bait  fishing  finished 
'  in  Esk  and  Liddle  on  Sept.  8.  In  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Liddle,  Messrs.  W.  Armstrong,  Graham, 
Elliot,  and  other  local  anglers  have  had  fairly  good 
baskets  of  herling  and  sea-trout.  Mr.  Watson  had 
a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Hermitage  water. 
In  the  Graham  Arms  water,  Mr.  Robinson  had 
over  six  dozen  herling.  Mr.  Makant,  in  Netherby 
reserved  water,  had  twenty  herling  and  a  sea-trout 
(■  of  3Jlb.,  and  Major  Custerbarde  has  had  similar 
I  baskets  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  J.  Turnbull,  fishing 
in  Langholm  water,  caught  a  sea-trout  close  on  51b. 

QlLXOCKIE. 

Harris  Hotel  Waters. — On  these  waters  for  the 
I    six  days  to  Sept.  13  there  were  caught  115  sea-trout, 
I    weighing  1  lOj'lb.,  and  one  salmon  of  GJlb.  ;  the  latter 
I    was  got  by  Mr.  Nelson  on  Sept.  13.    The  baskets 
I    were  as  follows:  Mr.  Nelson,  nine,  lOlb. ;  Messrs. 
Klett,   three,   31b.  ;    Messrs.  Bowden  Smith,  six, 
,1b.;  Messrs.  Rankin  and  Wood  Smith,  eleven, 
;lb. — W.  J.  Camekon. 
Y      Hebridean    Sporting    Association  (Soutli 
I    Harris). — The  total  catch  for  week  ending  Sept.  10 
I    has  been  2  salmon  weighing  101b.  4oz.,  and  378  sea- 
I    trout  weighing  2001b.  lloz.    Of  these  there  were 
'1    caught  in  Rodel  Waters  2  salmon  and  117  sea- 
trout,  and  in  Finsljay  Wnters,  261  sea-trout.  The 
heaviest  salmon  weighed  51b.  1 2oz.,  and  the  heaviest 
Bea-trout  31b.  4oz.— -G.  D.  Stjruno. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  Sept.  5,  Sir  B. 
Brodie,  two  grilse,  6ilb.,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Low,  fourteen 
I    trout,  4\IY>. ;  Mr.  Fox  (sea),  twenty  fish  of  sorts ; 
j    Canon  Day,  four  sea-lrout,  41b.    On  Cth,  Mr.  Low, 
sixteen  trout,  5lb.  ;  Dr.  Alliott  and  Mr.  Ritchie, 
nine,  31b.;  Mr.  Fox,  two  sea-trout,  I  Jlb. ;  Canon 
if    Day,  six  trout.    On  7th,  Mr.  Low,  one  salmon, 
6ilb. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  ope  salmon,  19Jlb. ;  Mr.  Fox, 
'    two  trout.  l;ilb. ;  Mr.  Pearson,  three  trout;  Dr. 
'j    Alliott  and  Mr.  Kitchio  (sea),  over  fifty  fish  of  sorts. 
On  8th,  Mr.  Low,  three  brown  trout,  lib.,  and  four 
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sea-trout,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Fox,  twelve  trout,  41b. ;  Mr. 
Goodall,  eighteen,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Birch  and  Russell 
(sea),  fifty-eight  gurnet,  etc.,  and  one  large  lythe; 
Mr.  Skinner,  seventeen  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Ritchie, 
thirteen,  4pb.  On  9th,  Dr.  Alliott  and  Mr.  Ritchie, 
eighteen,  61b. ;  Bishop  of  Sodor  and  Man,  two  sea- 
trout,  Iflb. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  eleven  trout,  S^lb.  ;  Mr. 
Henderson  Clark  (sea),  fifty-eight  fish,  various.  On 
10th,  Mr.  Fox,  fifteen  trout,  5|lb. ;  Dr.  Alliott,  one 
salmon,  61b. ;  Bishop  of  Sodor  and  Man,  one  sea- 
trout,  -|lb.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  thirty  trout,  9|-lb. ;  Mr. 
Skinner,  one  salmon,  81b.,  one  grilse,  6^1b.,  and  one 
sea-trout,  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Henderson  Clark  (sea),  fifty  fish, 
various  ;  Messrs.  Birch  and  Ruasell  (sea),  two  lythe. 
— John  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Aug.  27,  Capt.  J.  C. 
Graham  killed  two  salmon,  weighing  10|^lb.  and 
61b.  On  Aug.  29,  two  of  81b.  and  61b.  On  Aug.  30, 
on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Crossley  had  a  nice  sea-trout  of 
3lb.,  and  Capt.  Lane,  four  trout,  41b.  On  Sept.  6, 
on  Loch  Ness,  Messrs.  Logan  killed  eleven  trout, 
61b.  On  the  7th,  twenty-six  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr. 
Harold  Thomas,  on  Loch  Mhor,  had  thirteen  trout, 
41b.,  and  Messrs.  MiUs  and  Crossley,  on  Loch  Ness, 
four  trout,  21b.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Logan  had  a  nice 
grilse  of  61b.,  and  four  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Harold 
Thomas,  on  Loch  Mhor,  eleven  trout,  41b.  On  the 
10th,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Lindsay  had  eight  trout, 
31b. ;  Mr.  Logan,  four  trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Harold 
Thomas,  on  Loch  Mhor,  eleven  trout,  41b. — S. 

TiLSTON. 

Naver   (Bettyhill,   via  Thurso,   N.B.). — On 

Sept.  5,  Mr.  Biddle,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  six  salmon 
on  Beat  No.  2.  On  Sept.  7,  Master  Victor  Danck- 
werts,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  two  salmon  on  Beat  3. 
On  Sept.  8  the  last  named  secured  a  sea-trout  of 
41b.  on  Beat  5;  and  Major  Radcliffe,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  one  salmon  on  No.  6.  On  Sept.  9,  Mr. 
Biddle,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  a  salmon.  Although 
deer  stalking  is  not  angling,  it  may  he  mentioned 
that  Major  Radcliffe  above  mentioned,  stalked  the 
Skelpick  moor  on  Sept.  7,  and  killed  two  stains,  an 
8-pointer  and  a  6-pointer.  The  heaviest  weighed 
13  stone. — B. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee. — The  river  is  daily 
getting  into  better  condition,  but  there  is  now  the 
prospect  of  seven  weeks'  good  sport  before  the 
closure  of  the  legal  time  sets  in.  On  the  Balmoral 
waters  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  been  having  an 
occasional  day  on  the  river  when  not  in  the  forest 
or  on  the  moor.  The  King  and  Court  arrived  on 
Monday,  and  among  others  getting  some  sport 
may  be  mentioned  the  Hon.  Leonard  Fitzwhitt, 
Major  Manuel  and  Commissioner  Michie.  On 
the  Glentana  reaches  Mr.  Geo.  Coates  and  Miss 
Coates  have  had  one  or  two  good  days  since 
their  arrival.  On  the  Aboyne,  Kincardine  and 
Banchory  reaches  sport  is  just  beginning,  and  the 
prospects  were  seldom  better.  On  the  Culter  water 
Major  Cumberland  creeled  two  beauties  of  15^1b. 
and  81b.,  on  Thursday  last;  while  one  or  two  fish 
have  been  creeled  on  the  Murtle  and  Hydro  waters. 
On  the  tidal  reaches,  splendid  baskets  of  finnock 
were  got  by  Messrs.  Robertson,  Archibald,  Souter, 
and  others,  but  for  a  day  or  two  the  river  has  again 
got  too  small.  Don. — No  water  and  no  sport.  A 
good  few  fish  eure  at  Kintore,  but  they  will  look  at 
nothing.  Ythan  and  Ugie. — Both  these  rivers  got 
a  fill  last  Monday,  but  since  then  they  have  again 
fallen  away,  although  with  even  an  inch  or  two  of 
water  sport  would  be  good. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairgf,  N.B.).— On 
Sept.  5,  Mr.  Waldron,  Warwick,  fished  Loch  More 
and  caught  five  sea-trout  41b.,  Capt.  Walker,  Nairn, 


N.B.,  and  Mr.  Ball,  London  on  satno  loch  niae  sea- 
trout  7jlb.  On  Sept.  6,  Capt.  Walker,  on  Loch 
Fiodhaig  twenty-one  trout,  6Jlb.  On  Sept.  7, 
Messrs.  Monro,  Glasgow,  and  Waldron,  Warwick,  on 
Loch  Gorm,  twenty-three  trout,  ll|lb.  (heaviest, 
21b.  lOoz.).  Capt.  Walker  and  Dr.  Finlay,  Nairn, 
on  Loch  More,  four  sea-trout  averaging  l|lb.  each, 
and  Mr.  Ball,  London,  on  Lower  Fiodhaig,  six  trout, 
3|lb.  On  Sept.  8,  Capt.  Walker  and  Mr.  Walrond, 
on  Loch  Gorm,  thirty  trout,  81b.,  and  Dr.  Finlay 
and  Mr.  Ball,  on  Loch  More,  seven  sea-trout,  4ilb. 
— B. 

South  of  Scotland. —The  Annan, — On  Sept. 
12,  Mr,  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper,  Andrew  Bell, 
landed  a  grilse  of  61b.  in  the  Tower  Pool  of  Mount 
Annan  water  with  the  fly.  A  few  odd  herling  have 
been  taken  in  the  same  water.  In  the  lower 
reaches  the  Rev,  J.  C.  Hicks  caught  a  brace  of  her- 
ling with  the  silver  Devon  minnow.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Thexton,  fishing  the  Craigdale  water  of  North- 
field,  on  Sept.  8,  had  seven  herling  with  fly,  and 
anothT  angler  took  six  in  a  higher  reach.  In 
the  Hoddom  Castle,  Castlemilk,  Murraythwaite, 
and  Dormont  waters  below  the  Mill  some  herling 
have  been  caught  with  fly.  In  the  upper  portion 
Mr.  Roxburgh  landed  four,  and  a  number  of  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  Patons,  five  herling  and  one  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  J.  Reed,  three  herling  and  eight  yellow  trout ; 
the  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks  had  a  brace  of  herling 
in  the  Galabank  water  with  the  silver  Devon 
minnow.  The  Nith. — A  few  herling  have  been 
caught  in  the  Auldgirth  portion  with  fly,  and 
similar  sport  is  reported  from  the  Closeburn  waters 
of  the  Mid  Nithsdale  Association  stretch.  Nothing 
has  been  done  of  late  in  the  waters  immediately 
above  the  town  of  Dumfries.  The  Galloway 
RiVEBS. — There  ia  a  fair  show  of  salmon  in  the 
Cree  of  Galloway.  The  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  the  Urr 
of  Dalbeattie,  and  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire 
are  in  fair  trim,  but  there  is  little  or  no  sport  at 
present.  The  Aybshire  Rivebs  and  Loch-S. — The 
rivers  are  in  fair  order  in  this  district,  but  sport  is 
poor.  A  few  yellow  trout  are  being  caught  on  the 
lochs,  more  especially  on  Loch  Doon.  An  angler 
had  sixteen  yellow  trout  on  this  loch,  and  another 
out  in-  the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat  took  .a  similar 
number  on  Saturday,  Sept.  10.  The  season  on  Loch 
Doon  closes  at  the  end  of  the  month. — Heatheb- 

BELL. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney). — 

On  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Webb  had  one  trout,  weighing  21b. ; 
Mr.  Fraser,  one,  21b.  Aug.  30,  Mr.  Halcombe,  one, 
2ilb.  ;  Mr.  Clapham,  fishing  from  reservoir,  nine,  5lb. 
Aug.  31,  Mr.  Webb,  one,  21b.  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Webb, 
two,  21b. ;  Dr.  Russell,  three,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Fraser,  one, 
Iflb.  Sept.  2,  Mr.  Webb,  one,  31b.;  Mr.  Board, 
two,  2Jlb.  Sept.  3,  Mr.  Fraser.  one,  21b.  ;  Mr. 
Smith,  one,  Iflb.  Sept.  5,  Dr.  Russell,  two,  91b. 
(heaviest,  51b.) ;  Lieut.  Board,  four,  81b.  (heaviest, 
2ilb.)  ;  Mr.  Swire,  one,  2J-lb.  Sept.  6,  Mr.  Swire, 
one,  21b.  Sept.  7,  Mr.  Webb,  two,  3ilb. ;  Mr.  Smith, 
two,  31b. ;  Mr.  Fraser,  two,  2ilb.  ;  Mr.  Swire,  one, 
IJlb.  Sept.  8,  Mr.  Swire,  two,  41b.;  Mr.  Webb, 
two,  3Ib.— John  Mackay. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  during  the  past  week  has 
been  rather  unsettled.  On  one  or  two  days  it  was 
in  fine  order,  but  with  heavy  rains  over  Monday 
night  it  again  rose  about  four  feet.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  heavy  water  fish  up  to  Saturday  last  were 
slow  in  moving  forward.  Smce  then  a  large  run  of 
fish  has  taken  place.  Large  numbers  of  fish  passed 
up  the  river  Earn  on  Sept.  13.  The  following  is 
a  note  of  the  takes  reported  for  week  ending 
Sept.  13  :— DcTNKELD  Water.— Mr.  Hislop,  fishing 
the  upper  beat  on  Sept.  9,  killed  one  grilse  of  71b., 
while  Mr.  W.  F.  Kay,  on  the  lower  water,  on 
Sept.  10,  had  one  salmon  of  151b.  and  a  grilse  of 
61b.,  and  Mr.  John  A.  Park  a  fish  of  16ilb.  and  a 
grilse  of  51b.,  on  Sept.  12.  Meikleouk. — Fishing  this 
water  on  Sept.  8  Capt.  Wheble  landed  a  grilse  of  61b., 
and  on  Sept.  9  two  fish  of  14-|-lb.  and  151b..  while  Mr. 
Kennard  had  one  salmon  of  ylb.  and  a  grilse  of  61b. 
on  Sept.  10,  and  another  grilse  of  similar  weight  on 
Sept.  12.  IsLAMOUTH. — Lord  Blythawood,  fishing 
this  stretch  on  Sept.  7,  had  two  grilse  of  71b.  and 
61b.  ;  on  Sept.  9  one  of  Sib.,  and  on  Sept.  12  one 
salmon  of  171b.  and  a  grilse  of  6Jlb.  Uppeb 
Stobhall. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  7,  Mr. 
Archibald  Coats  killed  two  salmon  of  211b.  and 
171b.  ;  on  Sept.  9,  Mr.  Archibald  Coat.s  and  Mr. 
Patrick  had  two  salmon  of  231b.  and  18ilb.,  and 
two  grilse  of  61b.  and  51b.,  whUe  from  the  second 
boat  Mr.  P.  M.  Co»ts  landed  one  salmon  of  14lb. ; 
on  Sept.  12  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  and  Mr.  Illingworth 
had  three  grilse  of  91b.,  81b.  and  71b.  Lower 
Stobhall. — Messrs.  W.  and  S.  Coats,  fishing  on 
Sept.  8,  landed  one  ssdmon  of  161b.  and  three  grilse 
of  91b..  71b.  and  71b.,  while  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats, 
from  the  second  boat,  had  one  salmon  of 
151b.  and  a  grilse  of  71b.,  and  on  Sept.  10 
Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  had  a  prils"'  of  91b. 
Willies  Stone. — The  boatmen  fishing  this  beat  for 
Lord  Cairns  on  Sept.  12  kil'ed  two  salmon  of  171b. 
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and  161b.  Lower  Caegill. — Fishing  this  beat  on 
Sept.  10,  Lord  Cairns  killed  a  grilse  of  61b.  Bdbn- 
MOUTH. — Lord  Cairns,  on  this  beat  on  Sept.  9, 
landed  a  grilse  of  81b.,  and  on  Sept.  12,  a  salmon  of 
211b.  and  a  grilse  of  101b.  Uppeb  Stanley. — 
Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  8,  Miss  Maxwell  Lyte 
killed  one  salmon  of  221b.  and  a  grilse  of  71b.,  while 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin,  on  Sept.  14,  had  one  fish  of  141b., 
and  another  of  171b.  on  Sept.  13.  Lower  Stanley. 
— Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  had  one  grilse  of  5  Jib.  on  Sept.  9, 
and  a  salmon  of  19lb.  on  Sept.  12.  Benchill. — Mr. 
Clarke  and  party,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  8,  landed 
one  grilse  of  7Jlb.,  on  Sept.  10  one  of  6Ib.,  and  an- 
other of  similar  weight  on  Sept.  12  on  Catholes  beat. 
Battleby  Water. — Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  7, 
Mr.  Stewart  Coats  had  one  grilse  of  (ilb.  On  Sept. 
8,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  landed  two  salmon  of  131b. 
and  19Jlb.,  and  three  grilse  of  5Jlb.,  7^1b.,  and  8Jlb. 
On  Sept.  9,  one  fish  of  261b.,  and  on  Sept.  10,  two 
fish  of  18 Jib.  and  l^Jlb.,  and  two  grilse  of  5lb.  and 
6ilb.  On  Sept.  9,  Mrs.  Coats  had  a  grilse  of  81b., 
while  Mrs.  Robinson  had  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  the 
10th,  and  a  fish  of  161b.  and  grilse  of  81b.  on  Sept. 
12.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — At  the  beginning  of 
the  week  all  the  flood  water  had  cleared  out  of  the 
Maine,  Blackwater,  Moyola,  and  Ballinderry,  and 
these  streams  have  since  continued  in  order,  and 
sport  has  been  obtained  in  Lough  Neagh.  The 
main  river  fell  six  inches  and  all  the  impure  water 
is  gone,  and  fish  are  coming  to  the  fly  on  the 
stretches  where  it  is  shallow  enough  for  it  to  be 
used.  A  rim  of  salmon  and  trout  came  into  the 
Clady  at  Portglenone  in  the  late  flood,  and  many 
are  yet  waiting  on  the  reach  above  its  junction  with 
the  main  stream  and  the  bridge,  but  the  water  is 
much  too  shallow  for  them  to  ascend.  Mr.  F.  Wilson 
caught  a  grilse  of  51b.  at  Kilrea,  and  Mr.  F.  Mc- 
Erlaine  had  two  salmon  of  81b.  and  181b.  at  Port- 
glenone. There  is  a  good  prospect  of  sport  for  the 
remaining  days  of  the  season  that  terminates  on 
Sept.  30.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — This  week  all  the  rivers 
were  in  fine  order  for  fly  fishing,  particularly  the 
small  streams  which  run  down  into  order  in  a  few 
hours.  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead  on  Clady  creeled  twenty- 
five  trout,  Mr.  McLean  on  Comber,  a  dozen  up  to 
lib. ;  Mr.  Barlowe  seventeen  in  three  evenings,  and 
numerous  bags  up  to  two  dozen  ^Ib.  trout  were 
made  by  bait  fishers  on  the  above,  and  on  Crumlen 
and  Glenavy.  The  dams  are  not  doing  at  all  well, 
few  baskets  running  to  half  a  dozen.  Mr.  A.  Brown 
on  Trooper's  Lane  Dam,  on  Sept.  9,  caught  fourteen. 
On  Sept.  10,  an  angler,  after  fishing  Woodburn 
almost  fruitlessly,  hooked  three  at  once,  and  landed 
two  of  them.  On  Sept.  1 0,  on  the  Kellswater  reaches 
of  the  Maine,  Mr.  T.  Topping  and  Mr.  R,  McComb 
creeled  eighteen  trout  each. — ^J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Jbake  (co.  Kerry). — The  takes  of  sea- 
trout  have  recently  averaged  about  five  to  each 
boat,  with  about  a  dozea  brown  trout  in  addition. 
The  back-end  angling  is  expected  to  be  good  on 
this  lake  this  year. — T.  J.  D. 

Cumuieragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry).  —  The 
Cummeragh  is  bank  high  and  much  discoloured. 
The  Inny  has  not  furnished  any  sport  at  salmon, 
but  a  few  sea-trout  have  been  had,  none  of  them 
exceeding  lib.  in  weight. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — All  waters  here  are  in  good  order. 
Salmon  fishing  has  shown  some  improvement  but  is 
still  backward.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  been 
generally  good. — T.  J.  D. 

liOngh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
In  consequence  of  unfavourable  weather  sport  has 
fallen  off.  The  takes  of  sea-trout  had  since  last 
report^ranged  from  two  to  seven  fish  to  each  boat 
daily.  Two  salmon  have  been  had  by  Mr.  Donegan, 
weighing  respectively  6Jlb.  and  7Jlb. — T.  J.  D. 

Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  is  in  splendid  order  after  the  heavy 
floods,  which  swept  it  clean  of  flax  water  and 
brought  up  more  tresh-run  salmon.  Sport  should 
be  assured  till  the  close  of  the  season.  Since  last 
notes  Colonel  Barker  killed  one  salmon ;  Mr.  Duff, 
one ;  Mr.  Spooner,  one ;  Doctor  Allen,  two,  and 
Mr.  Dobson  fifteen,  and  the  local  men  had  success. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 

Mayo).— Sport  during  the  week  fair.  Capt.  Pratt, 
eleven  grilse,  67  Jib.  ;  Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  nine  grilse, 
.03lb. ;  Mr,  Shaw,  six  grilse.  291b. ;  Mr.  C.  Breken, 
seven  grilse,  43 Jib. ;  Capt.  Jonas,  three  grilse,  151b.  ; 
Mr.  Jones,  two  grilse,  101b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  five  grilse, 
301b. ;  Mr.  Collins,  four  grilse,  22Jlb.  Some  nice 
takes  of  trout  have  been  got  on  the  loughs.  Some 
good  sport  was  got  on  the  Palmerstown  and  Deel 
rivers.  Salmon  fishing  closed  on  the  Moy,  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen  on  Sept.  10. — Patrick  Hearnes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  The  very 
unlavourable  weather  caused  a  considerable  falling 
off  in  sport.    On  Loughamore  Lake,  Mr.  Faulkiner 


caught  one  salmon,  5Jlb.,  and  on  Tully  Lake  three 
sea- trout,  2 Jib.,  21b.  and  IJlb,  Mr.  Quigley  and 
Mr.  Thompson  also  creeled  some  sea-trout.  The 
floods  brought  up  new  fish. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — With 
the  opening  of  September  weather  and  water  have 
behaved  right  decently,  and  in  consequence  I  am 
enabled  to  add  to  the  season's  record  the  capture 
of  some  monster  salmon — one  a  42-pounder — taken 
with  fly  by  an  English  gentleman.  Another  fine 
salmon,  of  361b.,  was  taken  by  two  local  fishermen. 
On  same  day  one  of  my  fishermen,  Michael  Gleeson, 
took  on  my  preserves  above  the  weir  wall  a  61b. 
grilse,  and  lost  another  much  larger.  Mr.  F.  C  Henry 
killed  a  15-pounder  and  one  grilse  61b.  Sport  is 
improving  and  everything  in  its  favour. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— Sport  still  continues 
poor,  but  the  water  remains  in  good  order  and  the 
prospects  of  sport  for  autumn  are  good. — John 
Enrioht  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  —  The 
above  waters  have  not  fished  up  to  the  usual 
standard  for  this  time  of  the  year.  On  Lough 
Derriana  on  one  day,  Mr.  and  Miss  Stopford  caught 
Hoven  sea-trout  (81b.),  a  brown  trout  of  2^1b.,  and 
fifteen  smaller  ones.  On  Cloonaghlin  lake  on 
another  day  the  same  anglers  got  four  sea-trout 
averaging  lib.,  a  brown  trout  of  3Jlb.,  another  of 
2^1b.,  and  a  dozen  smaller  ones. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Within  the  past  few  days,  an  excep- 
tional number  of  boat  anglers  have  been  off  to  the 
east  of  the  Palace  Pier,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  shore.  On  Sept.  10,  I  counted  over  forty 
boats,  and  am  pleased  to  note  an  increasing  number 
of  rodsmen,  and  find,  on  inquiry,  that  their  catches 
included  silver  whiting,  pout,  small  conger,  weavers, 
and  flat  fish.  At  time  of  writing  (Sep.  14)  the  sea 
is  too  rough  for  small  boats  to  venture  out.  Wind 
in  the  S.E.— H. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good 
notwithstanding  unfavourable  weather  and  water 
conditions.  On  one  day  four  local  professional 
fishermen  had  two  dozen  pollack  in  about  four 
hours,  and  another  party  of  five  secured  forty 
bream  in  about  the  same  time.  Rock  fishers  did 
fairly  well  among  wrasse  and  black  pollack. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  fishing  season  we  may  now  consider 
is  in,  for  there  have  been  good  takes  of  decent 
whiting  and  dabs  landed  from  the  bay,  and  good 
takes  of  mackerel  landed  by  drift  nets,  which  is  a 
good  sign  for  decent  sport.  Tides  suit  well  for 
early  morning  fishing,  week-end,  and  early  part  of 
next  week. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

 (the  Pier). — Though  conditions  of  weather 

and  water  have  recently  left  little  to  be  desired, 
resultant  catches  of  fish  from  the  pier  have  proved 
extremely  poor.  Mr.  Beale  took  premier  honours 
on  Saturday,  Sept.  10,  with  a  small  bag  of  codlings, 
but  Surgeon-General  Paske,  though  provided  with 
first-rate  bait,  obtained  but  slight  patronage  from 
the  pollack.  Mr.  Webber  and  Mr.  Waddell  each  did 
fairly  well  during  early  morning  hours  on  Sept.  11, 
but  later  in  the  day  several  visiting  anglers  scarcely 
scored  at  all.  Mr.  Larkman's  catch  was  by  far 
the  best  of  the  day  on  the  12th,  and  included 
several  nice  codling.  The  13th  witnessed  the  cap- 
ture of  about  a  dozen  large  flatfish,  but  pollack 
anglers  fished  in  vain  for  several  hours  on  both 
tides.  Mr.  Titmus  started  on  the  14th  with  the 
capture  of  a  51b.  lobster,  and  the  forenoon  saw 
several  good  flatfish  in  evidence,  but  nothing 
approaching  lively  sport  was  witnessed.  A  strong 
north-west  wind  for  about  twenty-four  hours  might 
bring  a  few  whiting  into  the  vicinity  of  the  pier. — 
John  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dover. — Finding  myself  at  Dover  on  the  after- 
noon of  Sept.  6  I  naturally  went  on  the  Promenade 
Pier,  though  it  was  pouring  with  rain,  to  see  if  my 
brother  sea  anglers  were  doing  anything.  I  found 
four  at  work,  including  a  brave  lady,  and  was  rather 
surprised  to  find  that  whiting  of  smallish  but  quite 
eatable  size  were  present  in  fair  numbers.  Anglers 
using  rather  too  coarse  tackle  for  the  water,  which 
was  calm  and  rather  clear,  and  baiting  with  pieces 
of  herring,  got  a  good  many  tugs  and  nibbles,  and 
hooked  a  whiting  now  and  then.  But  one  with 
fine  paternoster  and  small  hooks,  baiting  with 
small  pieces  of  ragworm,  seemed  to  be  seldom  a 
minute  without  a  bite,  and  was  having  quite 
brisk  sport.  I  saw  him  catch  perhaps  a  dozen 
of  the  whiting,  some  dabs,  and  a  small  pouting  or 
two,  once  a  couple  of  whiting  at  a  time,  and  once  a 
whiting  and  two  dabs.  The  tide  was  young  flood. 
The  sport  was  so  much  better  than  anything  to  be 
got  just  now  off  Calais  piers — where  the  first 
whiting  of  the  season  are  now  being  taken  in  small 
numbers,  but  are  mere  fingerlings — that  I  really 


think  I  must  cross  the  silver  streak  some  day  soon 
to  try  for  the  silver  whiting,  which  I  hope  have 
come  to  stay  and  will  soon  grow  bigger.  Strolling 
townward  for  dinner,  I  met  a  party  returning 
from  a  wet  afternoon's  boat-fishing,  and  they  re- 
ported fair  sport  with  pouting,  and  one  of  them 
had  been  broken  by  something  big,  presumablyij 
conger. — Chas.  A.  Payton.  1 

Piley. — First-rate  sport  has  been  had  during  the! 
past  week  by  boat  anglers.  Plenty  of  mackerel  ia^ 
the  bay,  whiting,  etc.,  and  rodsmen  fishing  from  the 
"Brigg"  had  good  sport  with  "billet"  and  pollack. 
At  time  of  writing,  Sept.  13,  the  weather  is  un- 
settled, and  the  strong  swell  has  put  a  temporary 
stop  to  sport — H. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Excellent  sport  has  been 
had  with  whiting  and  pollack  during  the  past  week. 
Catches  up  to  twenty  per  boat,  including  several 
fish  of  large  size.  Good  sport  is  also  being  had  in- 
side the  harbour  with  mackerel,  small  cod,  and 
plaice.  At  time  of  writing  (Sept.  12),  we  are  having 
roughish  weather,  and  not  much  doing  by  boat 
anglers. — H, 

FenEance. — Sport  moderate.  Mr.  Hyde,B.S.A.S., 
during  his  stay,  caught  in  seven  catches  20  pollack, 
8  mackerel,  1  shad,  82  chad,  2  wrasse,  2  whiting, 
5  pouting,  6  various,  15  bream,  1  dogfish,  1  gurnard, 
1  silver  bream,  2  cuckoos,  1  shark,  and  on  Sept.  9, 
a  nice  basket  of  22  large  mackerel,  20  pollack,  24 
chad.  Mr.  Tucker,  B.S.A.S.,  on  Sept.  7,  1  specimen 
bream  (3Jlb.),  2  whiting,  1  conger,  20  various,  and 
on  Sept.  9,  6  dogfish,  2  large  spur-dogfish,  12 
gurnard,  2  bream,  12  various.  Mr.  J.  Boy  ton, 
B.S.A.S.,  had  moderate  takes  of  mixed  fish,  includ- 
ing a  161b.  conger.  Mr.  Slade,  B.S.A.S.,  on  Sept.  7, 
had  rare  good  luck  in  securing  a  fine  specimen 
conger.  He  played  the  fish  up  to  the  boat,  and 
Harry,  the  boatman,  gaffed  it.  The  conger  made  a 
twist,  and  broke  the  gaff.  At  the  same  time  the 
gut  of  the  hook  it  was  caught  on  was  cut  through, 
but  fortunately  it  got  hooked  in  the  body  by  another 
hook  on  the  paternoster.  Mr.  Slade  played  it  to 
the  boat  again,  and  Mr.  Boyton,  who  had  brought 
a  gaff  with  his  outfit,  got  hold  of  it,  and  between 
them  got  the  fish  safe  aboard,  I  weighed  it  next 
morning,  and  it  scaled  251b.  2oz.  Messrs.  Robinson 
and  Percival,  B.S.A.S.,  had  fair  catches  of  mackerel 
and  bream  at  Sennen,  and  here,  on  Sept.  9,  had 
three  mackerel,  4  pollack,  a  lot  of  chad,  etc.  A 
fisherman  in  one  day  last  week  caught  120  mackerel 
on  hand  lines.  Fair  catches  of  pollack  and  mackerel 
by  boats  whiffing.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — There  is  plenty  of  fishing  both  in 
the  boats  and  from  the  piers,  and  the  fish  seem  to 
be  coming  closer  to  the  rocks.  They  have  been 
doing  much  better  from  the  piers  and  breakwaters. 
Some  of  the  fishermen  on  the  Promenade  Pier  have 
been  taking  very  large  pollack  and  bass  with  pater- 
nosters. I  noticed  on  Monday  several  boats  out  in 
the  sheltered  spot  under  the  eastern  land  near  the 
Leek  Beds.  They  were  casting  with  spinning  rods 
as  in  salmon  fishing,  and  they  all  seemed  to  be 
I^retty  busy.  I  had  a  young  fishermen  in  on  Tuesday 
of  about  twelve  summers,  who  was  greatly  distressed 
that  he  could  not  catch  the  large  fish  that  he  could 
see  at  the  pier.  He  said  they  were  "lickers,"  as 
long  as  a  walking-stick.  I  presume  they  were 
either  bass  or  perhaps  mullet.  The  steam  trawlers 
have  been  bringing  in  some  good  catches,  and  as 
they  go  a  long  distance  down  the  coast  of  France, 
the  variety  of  fish  they  bring  in  is  worth  looking  at 
and  very  interesting.  I  noticed  the  other  morning 
a  lot  of  monkfish  (Squalus  squatina),  Linnseus.  It  is 
a  common  fish  according  to  Couch  and  of  no 
marketable  value,  although  the  skin  is  tough  and 
was  used  by  the  ancients  for  polishing  wood.  This 
fish  possesses  ears  of  pectiliar  construction.  It  is 
deficient  in  the  projection  of  the  skull,  but  has  an 
enormous  mouth.  These  fish  can  be  seen  any 
morning  on  the  Barbican,  from  whence  they 
are  carted  off  for  manure. — Williasi  Hearder 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — Notwithstanding  the  unpropitious 
weather  sport  has  been  good  on  the  possible  days, 
the  boats  having  done  well  with  flatfish,  whiting, 
and  pouting.  On  Sept.  7  a  nice  bass,  5ib.  lloz., 
was  killed  on  the  Marina  on  the  late  tide.  On 
Sept.  10,  Mr.  D.  Pine,  piloted  by  Miller,  brought  in 
between  nine  and  ten  score  of  whiting  and  dabs. 
From  the  iron  pier  some  good  whiting  have  been 
had  with  a  few  small  bass ;  the  west  pier  and 
harbour  have  afforded  takes  of  dabs.  Several  good 
flounders  and  silver  eels  up  to  21b. — GreyMullett. 

Scarborough. — Mackerel  and  silver  whiting  were 
very  plentiful  in  the  bay  during  last  week,  and 
afforded  good  sport  to  boat  anglers — as  also  to 
those  fishing  off  the  far  pier.  At  time  of  writing 
(Sept.  13)  there  is  a  temporary  lull  in  the  sport 
owing  to  a  heavy  ground  swell. — H. 

Tenby  (South  Wales). — Good  sport  has  been 
had  during  the  past  week  by  boat  and-pier  anglers. 
Bass  plentiful,  also  grey  mullet,  flounders,  and 
mackerel.   The  new  iron  pier  has  become  a  very 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactiirer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  3IEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane, 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Heel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I.was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.'  It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 
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CORDING'S 
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FISHING 
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SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 

19,  PICCADILLY  ( .S^^Z^^.). 

Branch :  35,  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Corner  of  Jermyn  St.),  S.W. 


Read  this  Testimonial— 

Invehness  Tbebace,  W. 
Messrs.  OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD,  Pittville,  Cheltenham. 

Deak  Sirs, — It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  17  ft.  Grilse  Rod 
you  made  for  me  last  spring  of  the  Deveraux  Mahoe  Wood  with  snake  rings. 

After  a  careful  trial  of  the  Rod  last  year,  extending  over  three  months,  in  all 
kinds  of  weather  and  water,  I  can  only  say  that  it  leaves  far  behind,  in  all  the 
qualities  most  essential  to  a  perfect  rod,  the  other  known  materials  as  Greenheart, 
Split  Cane,  Bamboo,  Hickory,  &c. 

It  is  two-thirds  the  specific  gravity  of  Greenheart,  and  some  ounces  lighter 
than  Split  Cane  rods  of  same  length,  and  of  a  toughness  that  can  hardly  be  esti- 
mated ;  as  although  in  taking  up  long  line  to  make  a  cast — the  fly  getting  firmly 
hooked  in  thick  sea-weed — yet  with  the  strain  of  very  thick  tackle  the  top  and 
middle  joints  have  never  given  way,  as  Greenheart  would  have  done  to  a  certainty 
in  a  like  situation. 

Casting  with  this  Mahoe  Rod  is  a  pleasure,  not  a  labour,  the  action  being  both 
powerful  in  casting  out  (and  quick  in  recovering)  the  heavy  undressed  silk  line  I  am 
in  the  habit  of  using.  The  wonderful  life  displayed  by  this  wood  when  playing  a 
fish  is  also  very  much  in  its  favour,  the  power  of  giving  and  taking  being  very 
remarkable. 

I  find  that  the  three  joints  are  as  straight  to-day  as  when  the  rod  left  your 
works. 

If  I  could  add  anything  more  that  would  give  additional  weight  to  the  fact  of 
the  excellence  of  the  Deveraux  Mahoe  for  all  kinds  of  rods,  I  should  be  only  too 
glad.  I  am  most  willing  for  you  to  make  any  use  you  like  of  this  letter,  and  am, 
dear  Sirs,  yours  very  truly,  G.E.C. 

THE  "TEWKESBURY"  ROACH  AND  BREAM  ROD. 

Beautifully  balanced  and  finished ;  grand  value.  10  to  1.3  ft.,  10/6  ;  also 
STAR  BACK  NOTTINGHAM  CHECK  REEL  AND  LINE  to  suit  above,  6/-. 

THE  "FAVOURITE"  WHOLE  CANE  PIKE  ROD. 

Light  and  powerful ;  3  joints  ;  balanced  handle  ;  10  to  12  ft.,  15/6. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and    Loch  Flies. 
Tested  Sea  Trout  and  Grilse  Casts. 

OGDEMSifFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


216 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


September  17,  1904 


favourite  resort  for  rod  anglers,  and  good  mixed 
catches  are  being  maide.— H. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon).-— The  bay  is  full  of 
mackerel.  During  the  past  week  as  many  a<f  400 
per  day  have  been  caught  by  one  boat.  "  Whiffing  " 
bass  are  also  very  plentifid.  Mr.  E.  G.  Hawkins,  of 
the  Western  Morning  News,  Plymouth,  caught  a 
bass  turning  the  scale  at  131b.,  caught  from  the 
beach  at  Hallsands. — Wm.  Vickeby. 

Weymouth.. — The  weather  has 'been  moat  un- 
favourable the  last  few  days,  a  strong  gale  blowing 
from  the  east  on  Monday,  which  brought  in  a  heavy 
ground  swell,  making  it  very  bad  for  Ashing.  The 
Ferry  Bridge  and  Harbour  Competitions  wore  post- 
poned till  Tuesday,  Sept.  13,  when  the  weather  was 
delightful,  but  water  too  thick.  Mr.  Moggeridge 
(W.A.A.)  won  the  B.S.A.S.  bronze  medal,  with  a 
total  weight  of  31b.  9^oz.,  Mr.  E.  Godding,  of 
Swindon,  with  41b.  lOJoz.,  not  being  eligible  for  the 
medal  but  takes  2nd  prize.  Mr.  Bowles,  Wey- 
mouth, who  is  a  very  keen  angler,  winning  3rd 
prize,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Summer.s,  B.S.A.S..  4th  prize. 
The  Harbour  Competition  took  place  in  the  evening 
of  Tuesday,  from  7  p.m.  till  1 1  p.m.  The  catches 
were  very  small,  only  eight  competitors  weighing 
in.  Mr.  Sigrist  (W.  A.  A.)  won  the  B.S.A.S.  bronze 
medal ;  Mr.  Cheshire  (London),  2nd  prize ;  Mr. 
Richard  Cass  (London),  3rd  Prize  ;  Mr.  A.  Godding 
(Swindon), 4th  prize;  and  Mr.G.W.  Bowles  (W.A.A.), 
6th  prize.  The  weather  was  very  boisterous  for 
the  boat  competition  on  Wednesday,  and  but  few 
competitors  ventured  out.  The  results  are  not  yet 
to  hand.  Mr.  Summers  (B.S.A.S),  fishing  at  Port- 
land to  day  (Sept.  14).  took  a  handsome  bass  of 
12 Jib.,  which  he  captured  on  a  small  roaoh  hook. 
He  also  took  four  smaller  fish.  At  Ferry  Bridge  he 
has  also  been  very  successful,  taking  several  fish  of 
from  41b.  to  71b.  Mr.  Bowles  caught  one  of  5Jlb. 
on  Sept.  11.  and  Mr.  Falkner  one  of  9flb.  Small 
bass  are  plentiful  in  the  backwater,  Mr.  Greenhall 
of  London  taking  on  an  average  about  one  and  a 
half  dozen  each  day,  besides  other  fish. — Cha.s,  J. 
RUS.SEI.L  (Hon.  Sec.  W.A.A.). 


Jlssociaiions,  etc. 


Anglees'  Association. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Sept.  19,  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Wood- 
EUFF  (Secretary). 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  Sept.  7  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided.  There  was 
a  good  attendance,  and  the  business  transacted  in- 
cluded the  election  by  ballot  of  two  new  members. 
Arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  the  use  of  a 
large  room  on  Wednesday  evenings.  A  special 
meeting  of  the  committee  was  afterwards  held,  Mr. 
•Armitage  presiding,  to  consider  a  letter  received 
from  one  of  the  society's  bailiffs,  and  it  was  decided 
that  proceedings  should  be  taken  in  the  matter  re- 
ported by  him.  As  to  fishing  results,  Mr.  Rodbur 
has  had  dace,  roach,  and  barbel  from  Marlow,  and 
from  the  society's  water  Mr.  Newcomb  had  tench 
(best  lib.  12oz.),  Several  members  visited  the 
society's  country  headquarters  at  Harefield  this 
last  week  end,  but  sport  was  poor,  Messrs.  Cracknell 
and  Blagrave  saving  a  blank.  Other  members 
visited  the  Thames  but  met  with  little  success. — E.B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  very  pleasant  meeting  was  held  at  the  Broad- 
street  Restaurant,  E.G.,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Higgs  presiding.  Some  nice  fish  were  on  exhibition, 
including  a  quantity  of  live  carp  (from  private 
water),  taken  by  Mr.  Hollands  ;  also  a  fine  specimen 
of  the  sea-perch  (about  91b.),  Perca  labrax,  shown  by 
Mr.  H.  Taylor.  Fishing  results  from  Wraysbury 
since  last  week  have  not  been  very  extensive ;  how- 
ever, Mr.  Salisbury  reported  taking  sundry  perch 
and  roach  ;  and  Mr.  R.  Harris,  gudgeon.  Mr.  Warne 
reported  chub  from  the  Thames,  and  from  the  Ouse 
(St.  Ives),  roach,  and  bream  up  to  41b.  Mr.  Gilbert, 
at  Leigh,  had  had  a  nice  catch  of  over  two  doz»n 
good  flatfish.  Three  gentlemen,  proposed  Aug.  30, 
were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  a  nomination 
being  also  made  for  future  election  ;  there  were  also 
several  applications  from  intending  members. 
Attention  was  called  to  the  general  fishing  competi- 
tion on  Tuesday,  Sept.  27,  for  any  fish,  excepting 
pike  and  perch  ;  also  to  the  forthcoming  "  Exhibi- 
tion of  Fishing  Tackle  and  Curios,"  on  Sept.  20, 
visitors  being  cordially  invited  on  the  latter  occasion. 
It  was  announced  that  the  cutting  of  weeds  would 
commence  at  Wraysbury  fishery  on  Monday, 
Sept.  19,  but  no  very  great  disturbance  of  the  water 
was  anticipated.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded 
the  proceedings. 


Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  J .  H.  Thonger  presided  over  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  The  discussion  on  the 
late  tournament  at  the  Crystal  Palace  proved  an 
attractive  feature  of  tho  evening.  Members  who 
were  present  at  the  tournament  freely  expressed 
their  views  and  narrated  what  they  heard  from  the 
public,  and  suggestions  were  made  which,  if  carried 
out  in  some  future  gathering,  would  doubtless  give 
to  it  a  'more  distinctive  flavour  from  an  angling 
point  of  view.  All  agreed  that  the  affair  was  well 
arranged,  and  reflected  the  greatest  credit  upon 
the  executive.  Another  point  emphasised  was  the 
excellent  good  feeling  which  prevailed.  This  it  was 
considered  augured  well  for  the  success  of  any  future 
tournament.  The  fishing  reports  this  week  were 
very  poor,  and  very  little  of  importance  was 
recorded.  Messrs.  Emery  and  Woodruff,  however, 
had  some  very  nice  roach  from  the  Lea.  The 
annual  closing  dinner  of  the  trout  season  will  take 
place  at  the  Black  Horse,  Chesham,  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  24,  at  7  p.m.  Will  members  who  propose 
being  present  kindly  notify  their  intention  to  the 
hon.  sec.  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  necessary 
arrangements  may  be  made. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Greenhill  presided  over  the  meeting 
on  Sept.  14.  Considerable  discussion  took  place  as 
to  the  advisability  of  thinning  out  the  pike  from  the 
Barford  Fishery,  and  it  was  decided  that  for  the 
present  8<^ason  members  should  bo  requested  to 
destroy  all  pike  taken  irrespective  of  size.  Absent 
members  please  note.  No  fish  of  exceptional  class 
have  been  recorded,  but  the  following  reports  were 
submitted.  Mr.  Rayner,  from  the  Thames,  roach  up 
to  lib.  Mr.  Attwood,  from  the  Upper  Thames, 
roach  up  to  lib.  loz.  Mr.  J.  Potter,  from  the  Lea,  a 
dozen  and  half  decent  class  roach.  Mr.  Alec  Smith, 
chub  up  to  21b.,  and  roach  up  to  IJlb.  from  our 
Barford  Fishery.  From  the  same  locality,  Mr.  W. 
Johnson  Smith,  in  two  hours'  fishing,  a  nice  take  of 
perch,  eight  over  lib.  each. — G.W. 

HoLLowAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  at  our  last  meeting. 
Mr.  T.  Silsby  was  nominated  for  membership.  A 
committee  and  special  general  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Sept.  20,  to  consider  proposed  new  rule,  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend.  Following  the 
meetings  a  convivial  and  musical  evening  will  be 
held  to  mark  the  first  anniversary  of  the  inaugura- 
tion of  this  society.  Our  genial  host,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Rollings,  htks  kindly  placed  at  our  disposal  his 
drawing-room  for  that  evening.  Members'  friends 
will  bo  cordially  welcomed,  Mr.  Berry  weighed  in 
some  fine  grayling  up  to  lib.  1  loz.,  also  roach,  bream, 
and  perch  :  T.  Stone,  201b.  of  jack,  largest,  71b.  3oz  , 
roach  up  to  lib.  8oz.,  and  trout,  21b.  6Joz;  S.  Jelks, 
breafia  and  roach;  E  Phillips,  jack,  41b.  6oz.  ;  W. 
Larkman,  dace  and  perch. — H.  C.  M.  (Hon.  Sec). 

Ipswich  Piscatoeial  Ramblers. 

Mr.  Wm.  King  presided  over  a  general  meeting 
on  Monday  evening,  when  the  gift  of  a  handsome 
pair  of  scales  from  Mr.  J.  Burkitt  was  suitably 
acknowledged.  The  winners  of  the  coarse  fishing 
matches  already  held  were  Messrs.  C.  F.  Bradford, 
H.  C.  Hudson,  and  A.  Buttrum.  For  the  cup  com- 
petition roach  have  been  weighed  in  of  lib.  2oz.. 
lib.  2Joz.,  lib.  4ioz.,  lib.  SJoz.,  lib.  GJoz.,  and 
lib.  lOJoz.,  the  largest  at  present  being  taken  by 
Mr.  C.  F.  Bradford.  Several  good  bags  of  roach 
have  also  been  recorded,  amongst  them  being  five 
of  4lb.  14Joz.,  and  twelve  of  91b.  9-Joz.,  by  Mr. 
Bradford;  ten  of  71b.  6oz.,  Mr.  Burkitt;  thirty-nine 
of  141b.  7ioz.,  Mr.  G.  P.  Price;  four  of  3lb.  7ioz., 
Mr.  Buttrum;  twenty-one  of  71b.  5Joz.,  Mr.  O. 
Haxell;  eleven  of  41b.  5Joz.,  Mr.  A.  H.  King; 
eleven  of  41b.  4Joz.,  and  ten  of  31b.  15oz ,  Mr.  F. 
liing.  Mr.  T.  A.  F.  Crisp  has  had  two  good  catches 
of  bream,  the  largest  being  31b.  2oz.,  31b.  IJoz., 
and  two  of  21b.  12|-oz.  The  autumn  whiting  matches 
have  been  fixed  to  take  place  on  Oct.  5  and  Oct.  19, 
and  Nov.  6. — H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon,  Sec. 

Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 

The  competition  on  Sept.  7,  promoted  by  the 
above  society,  was  a  great  success,  and  the  chair- 
man and  hon.  sec.  are  to  be  congratulatefl.  The 
boats,  seventeen  in  number,  assembled  at  the  pier 
for  the  sea  trip  at  3  o'clock,  and  the  start  was  made 
at  3.10,  and  returned  to  the  harbour  at  about 
8  o'clock  in  the  evening.  Some  of  the  boats  had 
splendid  catches  as  the  results  of  efforts  of  sixty- 
eight  representatives  of  this  society.  The  total 
catch  amounted  to  5721b.  weight  of  fish.  Mr. 
CouncUlor  Wallis'  boat  lan<ied  a  conger  weighing 
32Jlb.  The  1st  prize  for  the  heaviest  catch  was 
awarded  to  the  hon.  secretary's'crew  (A.  G.  Rowell), 
with  a  catch  of  761b. ;  2nd,  H.  Dare's  boat,  631b. ; 


3rd,  R.  Cook's  boat,  6Ilb.  The  whole  catch  com- 
prised mackerel,  bass,  eels,  whiting,  conger,  aodl 
other  kinds.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  weighing  id 
which  took  place  at  Mf.  F.  Raad's  shop,  St.  Mar« 
street,  Mr.  Howard  Bowan  (Solr.)  proposed  a  voM 
of  thanks  to  the  donors  of  the  prizes.  A  similM 
compliment  was  paid  to  Messrs.  Wa'lis  and  RowelF 
(treasurer  and  hon.  sec.).— A.  G.  Rowell,  Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


In  Fetter-lane  the  usual  m<4eting  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  14,  Mr.  E.  Hyde  occupying  the 
chair.  Several  members,,  unable  to  attend  last 
week,  gave  their  views  upon  the  best  place  to  hold 
the  annual  competition  at,  and  the  meeting  very 
cheerfully  left  it  to  the  committee  to  work  out  any 
of  the  various  suggestions  made.  The  agents'  and 
members'  reports  of  fishing  bore  evic'e  ice  to  the 
interruptions  caused  by  last  week's  bad  weather. 
At  Filey  sport  good — fair  takes  and  great  variety — 
at  the  Brigg,  with  the  fly,  .561b.  billet  to  one  rod. 
Flamborough.  King's  Lynn,  and  Cromer.— Bass, 
codling,  dabs,  aid  whiting  were  freely  taken. 
West  Mersea.— Fair  takes.  Whitstable.— Flatfisli 
— five  score  to  one  rod.  South  Coast. — Fishing  in 
full  swing  all  the  way,  and  all  kinds  of  fish,  the 
pilchard  being  well  in— Ssh  food  almost  too  plentiful. 
At  Polperro,  6cwt.  of  conger  were  taken  in  one 
night.  Pilchard,  clo=e  in  shore,  very  p'entiful. 
East  Looe. — Catch 33  of  2Jcwt.  down  to  501b.,  the 
largest  pollack  151b.  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  had  landed 
a  coalfish  of  151b.  O.1  the  west  coast  the  rough 
weather  had  prevented  sport.  At  Penzance  mem- 
bers reoorted  having  had  fa'rish  sport  but  no  big 
fish.  Mr.  Boyton's  largest  pollack  91b.  Mr.  Hvde's 
biggest  pollack,  51b.  12oz.  ;  whitin^,  lib.  8oz. ; 
pouting,  up  to  2lb.,  and  a  rare  fish  at  Penzance — 
a  silver  bream,  the  "greybaok."  Mr.  Bates  had 
not  much  to  report,  but  had  found  his  new 
lead  and  float  (patanted  by  Allcock)  a  success. 
Mr.  Tucker,  jun.,  had  a  bream  of  3ilb.,  aad  a  fair 
lot  of  sundries;  Mr.  Boyton,  a  conger  161b.  ;  Mr. 
Slade,  one  of  251b.  2oz.  Messrs.  Robinson  and 
Percival  at  Sennen  mada  a  good  mixed  bag.  Mr. 
Wadman,  at  Fowey,  was  enjoying  good  sport,  with 
pollack  over  101b.  Mr.  Pocklington,  a  fair  take  of 
pollack  up  to  lljlb,  bream  to  31b.,  etc.  Mr. 
Hilbrow,  Newhaven  and  Seaford,  conger,  91b.  ; 
TpXaic,  31b.,  and  small  whiting.  Mr.  Nickels,  at 
Brighton,  three  and  a  half  score  fish,  moderate  sized. 
Mr.  Phillips,  at  Sandgate,  a  fine  take  of  conger,  51b. 
to  30lb.  Mr.  Norman,  just  returned  from  Ballycot- 
ton,  reported  good  spvort  had  been  obtained  by  the 
temporary  colony  of  fifteen  members  fishing  therj. 
His  take  consisted  of  good-sized  whiting,  up  to 
2jlb.  and  averaging  IJlb.,  cod  of  19Jlb.  and  24ilb., 
conger  of  18lb  ,  pollack  very  numerous,  up  to  lllb., 
but  had  to  drift  for  them.  A  shark  of  5ft.  had  been 
taken,  and  there  were  many  of  larger  size  about. 
The  evening  tslegram  from  Mr.  Mallett,  who  was 
still  there  and  had  much  improved  in  health, 
reported  under  the  heading  of  "Poor!  fish": — 
Conger,  231b.,  23lb.,  261b  ,  26Jlb.,  281b.  ;  pollack, 
121b.,  121b.,  12lb.,  13'b  ,  13lb. ;  bream,  31b.  15oz. ; 
ling,  121b. ;  skate,  451b.,  73lb  ,  1051b.  !— H.  P. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS) 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Yoimg,  Patent  Agents,  66 

and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

10,704.  Fish  culture.  Patentee  :  A.  J.  Boult,  111, 
Hatton  Garden,  London.  Relates  to  ths 
feeding  of  fishes  in  fish  culture.  In  order 
to  prevent  the  food  substance  from  falling 
to  the  bottom  and  fouling  the  tank,  and 
to  secure  certain  other  advantages,  the 
fish  food  is  spread  in  an  adhesive  state 
on  a  removable  supportof  wood,  earthen- 
war  1,  or  other  material. 

18,788.  Walter  James  Fleming  and  Richard  Henry 
Gale,  Gough  Chambers,  Savile  -  street, 
Hull.  "Improvements  in  or  relating  to 
otter  boards  for  use  in  connection  with 
trawl  nets." 

17,726.  David  Richardson  Downie  and  Richard 
Thomson  Hannay.  6,  Lord-street,  Liver- 
pool. "Improvements  in  or  relating  to 
fish  hooks." 


"  More  men  stuff  themselves  to  death  than  die  of 
starvation,"  says  the  Philadelphia  Post;  "more 
break  their  necks  falling  down  the  cellar  stairs  than 
climbing  mountains.  If  the  human  animal  reposed 
less  confidence  in  his  stomach  and  more  in  his  legs 
the  streets  would  be  full  of  healthy  men  walking 
down  to  business.  Remember  that  a  man  alwavs 
rides  to  his  grave  ;  ha  never  walks  there.  What  this 
generation  needs  is  a  little  less  pie  and  a  Little  more 
piety 
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BURBERRY-PROOF 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

■  The  best  fishing  hat  I  ever  used. 
You  can  have  it  as  light  as  you  like, 
and  yet  it  will  keep  out  any  amount 
ol  rain,  and  the  peak  protects  the 
eyes,  eare.  and  back  of  neck." — Fish- 
ing  Gazette. 


Every 

Bnrkiry-Proof 
bears  a 

Barberry  Label. 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 

Provide  the  Angler 
with  every  need, 
affording  him— 

(1)  Protection  from 
Wet  in  all  forms. 

(2)  Self- Ventilation. 

(3)  Coolness  and  Light 
ness, 

(4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


No  kit  in  the  world  gives 
such  freedom  o£  swing  to 
the  arms.  A  characteristic 
essential  not  only  to  Anglers, 
but  for  the  devotees  of  all 
other  forms  of  Sport.  Looks 
smart  as  well  as  workman- 
like, and  unparalleled  for 
excellence  of  material  and 
design. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

'I'lioroughly  adapted  to  the  rciiuirc- 
incnts  of  the  angler.  Double  Ijrim 
arranged  to  hold  casts  and  flics,  &c. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregrinations  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali- 
ties, whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  of  any 
kind  in  the  open  air. 


BURBERRY  FISHING  SUIT. 


FISHING  SLIP-ON. 


30,  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON  ;  &  BASINGSTOKE. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd 


137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  and 

1,  2,  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.G. 


Daily  Telegraph  says  :  "  Carters  have  earned  a  reputation  for  good  honest  work 


Telephone:  1129  Central.  Telegrams:  " Fishgig,  London.' 

People.—"  Carters  is  the  Best  House  in  London."      Land  and  Water.—"  About  half  the  usual  prices." 


CARTERS  SPECIALITIES  FOR  SEA  FISHERS. 

B@=-  Remember  that  Carters  have  made  a  special  feature  of  the  Sea  Angler  s  '•efl"'''e'^en*s,  and  h^^ 

and  best  selected  Stock  in  the  Trade.     Beware  of  imitations!    Insist  on  havmg  the  best,  "CARTERS. 

TACKLE  CASES. 

(Special  pattern.) 


THE  BEST  BASS  AND  POLLACK  BAIT 
ON  THE  MARKET. 


PATENT 


Small,  1/9;  Medium,  2/-;  Large,  2/6. 

1,  Paget  St.,  New  Bronipton, 
Messrs.  A.  Carter  *.  Co.  Sept.  4. 

Gentlemen, — I  should  like  to  recommend  your  Wagtail  for  bass  fishing.     Yesterday  I  took 
fourteen  tine  fish  with  a  medium  sized  Wagtail  I  had  from  you  some  time  back.    It  proved  to  be 
vei-v  killin"  fori  took  the  first  eight  fish  in  just  under  thiee-iiuarteis  of  an  hour. 
■  ■'  Yours  truly,— Ernest  C.  A.  H. 


Imitation  is  ttie  Sincerest  Form  of  Flattery. 

THE   DEAL  LEAD. 

"NOT  a  1904  Novelty,"  but  a  useful  Lead  for  the 

Sea  Angler. 


The  Deal  Casei  a  splendid  holdall. 
All  leullici-.   Prine  2/6.   The  Catchpole 

Cane,  ntronsr,  durable,  and  practical.  Once 
used  always  u.sed.    Pric»  4  -  each. 

The  Record  Sea  Line.  Siiecially 
preparerl  to  prevent  swelling.  Xo.  ],  fine, 
4/6  J  No.  2,  medium,  6/-;  No.  3,  stout,  8/6 
piT  100  y.irds. 

Kstirnates  for  complete  outfits  for  Home 

t'l  Colonial  waters  free  on  applicatlf*].  It 

'.iilil  never  he  forgotten  that  we  are  the 

5l  house  in  the  trade  for  rjiiality .  and 

■.deration  in  price. 

THE  SEA  ROD  FOR  1904-5. 

('Hie  Kerf,rd  Caster.) 

THE  MALLET  SEA  ROD. 

(Sole  Makers.) 
'ireenheart  throughout.    Cork  handle,  and 
bighest  cla«f>  finish.    Price  22/-.   A  recent 
capture,  172  lb.  skat*. 

Send    fox*   Illustrated    Px>ice    X4ist    Post  Fx*« 


Made  in  two  sizes,  7  oz.,  9d.  each;  14  oz.,  1/-  each. 


The  B.S.A.  Sea  Reel. 


Approved  and  used  by  Members  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Thousands  of  these  reels  have  been  pi-oduced 
<luring  the  past  few  seasons,  giving  entire  satis- 
faction. * 

>'ade  on  the  Xottinghani  principle,  with  inner 
pl  ile  and  back  rim  of  brass.  Gunmetal  spindle 
auti  check,  non-rusting ;  there  is  no  possibility  of 
warping.  A  combination  which  is  indispensable 
for  the  Sea  Fisher. 

934  Size,  H  in.  5  in.  6  in. 
Price  8/6  9,  6  12/6 
.yea  Fislier's  Journal,  March. — "The  'B.S.A. 
reel  has  become  quite  a  favourite,  and  for  general 
sea  fishing  it  wiU  be  hard  to  beat.  It  is  fitted  as 
all  sea  reels  should  be  fitted,  with  large  handles, 
and  is  strong  and  well  made." 
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^offings  bp  if)e  ^ag. 

"  One  is  often  kept  in  the  right  road  by  a  rut. 
G.  Dboz. 


The  eighteenth  big  Birmingham  contest  at  Abing- 
don on  Monday  last  waa,  considering  the  in- 
auspicious weather,  a  success.  Over  a  thousand 
members  competed  ;  and  the  contest  ground  was 
over  six  and  a  half  miles  in  extent,  and  was  fished 
on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Further  particulars  are 
given  by  our  Birmingham  reporter  in  "Provincial 
Notes"  on  p.  210. 


On  Tuesday  evening  next  (Sept.  20)  there  will 
be  an  interesting  "Exhibition  of  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Curios"  at  the  club  rooms  of  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorial  Society,  Broad-street  Restaurant. 
Visitors  will  be  cordially  welcomed. 


From  Messrs.  Blades,  East  and  Blades  comes  a 
most  amusine  little  volume,  "Humours  and  Emo- 
tions of  Golf."  It  would  appear  to  be  written  by 
golfers  for  golfers,  though  for,  that  matter  there  is 
much  to  interest  and  amuse  those  who  have  never 
"  topped  a  ball,"  or  tipped  a  caddie.  The  "Emo- 
tions "  are  mostly  in  verse,  and  Mr.  Beach,  the  poet, 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  some  capital  lines,  one  of 
which,  from  the  dedication  to  the  "Goddess  of 
Golf,"  "  I  sought  thee  by  far  seas,  on  greens  ar- 
rayed, 'Twixt  sand-girt  Hunkers  bare,"  strikes  me 
as  particularly  happy.  The  prose  is  by  Mr.  Toller, 
and  includes  some  smart  little  dialogues  in  which 
much  good-natured  fun  is  made  of  the  fads  and 
foibles  of  the  players.  The  caddies,  too,  are  not 
forgotten,  and  indulge  in  no  little  sarcastic  philo- 
sophy at  the  expense  of  their  masters.  There  is  also 
a  clever  account  of  "The  Pickwickians  at  Golf," 
and  this  is  one  of  the  beat  things  in  a  very  ad- 
mirable little  book.  [My  advice  is,  "  Next  to  fishing, 
take  to  golf."] 

Why  is  a  moth  flying  round  a  candle  like  a  field 
gate  ?  Because  ifitkeepsonitsingesitswings.  (If  it 
keeps  on  it  singes  its  wings,  or,  if  it  keeps  on  its 
hinges  it  swings.)    See  ? 


In  the  Lochmaben  lochs  in  Scotland,  says  the 
Westminster  'Gazette,  there  is  a  fish  not  found  else- 
where, called  the  vendace.  Under  a  charter  granted 
by  King  J ames  VI.  the  inhabitants  of  Lochmaben 
had  the  right  of  fishing  for  all  time.  And  for  many 
years  the  burghmen  had  an  annual  day  on  the 
waters,  meeting  together  in  the  evening  to  dine  off 
the  day's  catch.  But  vendace  were  scarce  and 
hard  to  get,  and  the  custom  fell  into  abeyance. 
Now,  however,  as  there  is  a  possibility  of  their 
rights  being  infringed,  the  inhabitants  decided  to 
have  a  day's  pursuit  of  the  small  fish.  In  order  to 
ensure  that  their  labours  would  not  be  in  vain,  they 
used  nets — and,  it  is  reported,  with  excellent  results. 


Mb.  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincoln- 
shire, is  continuing  the  delivery  of  miscellaneous  fish 
begun  last  week  bv  the  sending  of  300  rudd  to 
Watford,  400  to  St.  Helens,  and  some  tench  and 
carp  to  Barcombe  Mills. 


A  Leicksteb  angler  has  just  had  an  exciting 
experience  on  the  South  Esk,  Forfarshire.  He 
joined  a  number  of  fishermen,  who  landed  a  monster 
sea-wolf.  On  being  cut  open  the  fish's  stomach  was 
found  to  contain  a  sea-gull,  which  had  been  swal- 
lowed whole,  and  a  big  eel,  still  alive. 


Mr.  J.  Henderson,  of  the  Blenheim  A.  S.,  writes 
"  I  told  you  I  should  drop  you  a  line  anent  my 
outing  to  Hythe.  I  tried  the  Canal,  but  sport  was 
very  poor.  I  therefore  tried  some  sea  fishing.  Out 
with  Frank  Sherwood  on  Tuesday  morning  I  cap- 
tured five  dozen  whiting,  dog-fish  up  to  31b.,  and 
several  small  conger.  Of  course,  I  onlv  used  rod 
and  line.   Fiah  biting  well  on  the  slack  of  the  tide.' 


While  fishing  in  Lifford  Reservoir  the  caretaker 
of  Stirchley  Institute,  Birmingham,  saw  a  domestic 
servant,  named  Annie  Curtis,  throw  herself  into  the 
water.  Being  unable  to  swim,  he  cast  for  her  with 
the  rod,  and,  catching  the  hook  in  the  girl's  clothing, 
he  managed  to  bring  her  safely  to  shore. 


There  would  seem  to  be  a  good  opening  for  cold 
storage  in  the  Falkland  Islands  if  only  that  interest- 
ing part  of  the  world  were  more  accessible  and  had 
better  means  of  transport  to  the  markets.  In  the 
Falklands  geese  are  a  plague,  like  Australian  rabbits 
used  to  be,  and  a  reward  is  given  for  their  slaughter, 
as  they  swarm  in  thousands  and  devour  the  grass, 
which  might  otherwise  afford  means  of  sustenance 
for  more  profitable  sheep.  The  Falkland  geese  are 
said  to  be  excellent  eating. 


"  The  Whippet,  or  Race-dog,"  by  Freeman  Lloyd» 
is  published  at  Is.  net  by  L.  Upcott  Gill,  Bazaar 
Buildings,  Drury-lane,  and  is  well  worth  the  careful 
attention  of  lovers  of  this  breed,  and  I  may  say  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  various  breeds  of  dogs. 
The  author  has  had  a  unique  experience  in  canine 
matters  in  three  continents,  and  as  an  all-round 
judge  has  few  compeers.  His  treatment  of  this 
breed  is  masterly ;  dealing  with  his  subject  as  he  has 
done  so  thoroughly,  he  betrays  a  keen  and  intense 
love  of  the  whippet,  which  comes  from  a  thorough 
understanding.  The  various  chapters  devoted  to 
the  organisation  of  race  meetings,  the  training  of 
the  dogs,  their  kennel  treatment,  housing,  and  the 
description  of  points  are  well  worth  a  careful  study. 
I  may  add  that,  as  a  monologue  of  one  breed,  it 
is  sure  to  be  entertaining  and  instructive  to  all  those 
who  keep  a  dog,  either  for  sport  or  exhibition,  and 
that  the  simple  yet  complete  manner  in  which  the 
author  has  treated  the  various  ailments  will  appeal 
more  especiallj'  to  the  amateur  dog  lover. 


I  UNDERSTAND  that  the  committee  of  the  A.B.  S 
have  given  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  permission  to  hold 
his  annual  competition  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  that 
society.  It  will  take  place  on  the  Thames  within 
a  few  weeks.  Members  of  all  affiliated  clubs  are 
invited  to  joio  the  committee,  the  first  meeting  of 
which  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening,  Sept.  20, 
at  nine  o'clock,  at  the  Dukeof  York  Hotel,  Kensing 
ton  Place,  Silver-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate.  Officers 
will  then  be  elected  and  the  meeting  house  decided 
upon.  It  is  hoped  that  all  supporters  of  the  A.B.S, 
will  assist  "Ben"  to  make  this  contest  even  more 
remunerative  thapi  t}iat  of  last  year, 


The  Caxton  Athletic  Club  (Messrs.  Wm.  Clowes 
and  Sons,  Limited)  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the 
Putney  Velodrome  on  Saturday  last.  The  form  of 
the  competitors  was  distinctly  good,  and  exciting 
finishes  testified  to  the  ability  of  the  handicapper, 
and  added  materially  to  the  keen  enjoyment  of  the 
large  gathering  of  friends.  The  prizes,  which  were 
of  a  handsome  and  useful  nature,  were  presented 
by  Maurice  Clowes,  Esq.,  who,  in  a  very  graceful 
manner,  complimented  the  secretary  and  committee 
on  their  able  management  and  the  winners  on  their 
excellent  performances.  The  meeting  terminated 
with  cheers  for  Mr.  Clowes. 


AccoRDiNo'to  the  New  York  Fishing  Gazette  a 
meeting  of  the  Dogfish  and  Shark  Bounty  Associa- 
tion was  recently  held  at  Orris  Island,  Me.,  at  which 
the  principal  idea  advanced  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  erect  fertilising  stations  at  convenient 
intervals  along  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  decom- 
posing and  preparing  the  flesh  of  the  dogfish  fur 
fertilising  purposes,  the  Goverrmaent  to  have  com- 
plete control  and  receive  all  revenue.  This  policy, 
indeed,  has  just  been  sanctioned  furthermore  by 
the  Canadian  Government.  They  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  bounty  to  the  fishermen  to 
encourage  the  destructiou  of  dogfish  is  not  likely 
to  be  successful,  and  instead  it  has  been  decided  to 
erect  three  plants  for  the  conversion  of  the  fish  into 
fertiliser  and  glue.  They  will  be  erected  by  the 
Government  at  a  cost  of  9000dols.  each,  and  will 
be  worked  as  Government  establishments,  a  good 
price  being  paid  for  the  dogfish  brought  in.  The 
Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries  is  confident  the 
plants  can  be  worked  without  loss,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  bounty  paid  to  the  fishermen  high  enough  to 
encourage  them  to  .wage  ceaseless  warfare  against 
the  "  dogs." 

Fishing  recently  in^  a  Thames  backwat  r,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Shaylor,  a  member  of  the  Weybridge  A.  S., 
captured  a  game  little  pike  of  nearly  12lb,  Mr. 
Hammerton,  of  boat-building  celebrity,  has  given 
a  handsome  prize  for  pike,  so  that  Mr.  Shaylor  has 
still  a  chance  of  taking  it.  My  brother  angler,  Mr, 
Glover,  tells  me  that  in  landing  the  fish,  the  bottom 
of  the  net  fell  out,  and  it  was  ultimately  secured  by 
the  use  of  the  punt  chain.  The  question  now  being 
asked  at  Weybridge  is  "  whether  it  escaped  from 
the  gipsies."  The  club-house  of  the  Weybridge 
anglers  is  the  Old  Crown  Inn,  and  the  president 
Mr.  Frank  Holme-Sumner,  C.C. 


A  LANTERN  lecture,  entitled,  "Fishing  and  Holi->l 
day  Trips  by  S.E.  &  C.R.,"  will  be  given  by  Mr.  WJ 
J.  Wade,  Secretary  of  the  Central  Association  oq 
London  Angling  Clubs,  on  Monday  evening,  Sept.! 
26,  at  8.30,  at  the  North  Camberwell  Angling 
Society,  North  Camberwell  Radical  Club,  45  &  47, 
Albany-road,  Camberwell,  S.  E.    The  prizes  won 
in  the  recent  South  London  United  Visiting  List 
Competition  will  be  distributed  during  the  evening; 
a  smoking  concert  will  follow. 


I 


"Talking  of  strange  food  and  baits  for  fish,. 
says  "  Spinning  Minnow "  in  the  Bath  Herald, 
"  once  upon  a  time  an  honest  angler  went  out 
a-fishing.  He  was  an  unmethodical  man,  and  had 
provided  no  lunch,  so  was  perforce  obliged  to  take 
the  food  the  gods  had  supplied  in  the  shape  of  the 
remains  of  a  beefsteak  and  onions  he  had  had  for' 
dinner  the  previous  day.  While  eating  his  frugal 
meal  down  by  the  river  side,  he  fiung  in  a  few  strips 
of  the  fried  onion,  when  he  noticed  a  goodly-sized^ 
tench  come  up  and  eagerly  devour  it,  although  it 
would  not  take  the  angler's  lures.  In  about  three 
or  four  days  more  our  fisherman  was  once  again 
fishing  at  the  same  spot  when  he  saw  a  tench,  which 
proved  to  be  the  one  he  had  seen  there  last,  swim- 
ming towards  him  with  something  in  its  mouth, 
which  the  scaly  carefully  deposited  on  the  bank, 
and  then  stayed  in  mid-stream  till  the  angler  had 
picked  it  up  and  examined  it.  It  proved  to  be  a 
fair-sized  raw  onion  that  had  evidently  fallen  in  the 
river  from  a  neighbouring  garden,  and  which  the 
sagacious  tinea  vulgaris,  not  liking  the  taste  of  a 
raw  onion  as  well  as  one  cooked,  evidently  wanted 
the  angler  to  take  home  and  fry  for  his  tenchship'a 
dinner." 


Here  is  another :  "  It  is  about  a  poor  blind  angler 
on  the  Broads  who  can  find  his  way  along  the 
water  side,  select  his  swims,  adjust  his  tackle,  bait 
his  hook,  make  a  cast,  and  tell  when  he  has  ever  so 
small  a  nibble.  The  explanation  of  this  seemingly 
incredible  performance  is  that  the  blind  angler  has 
cultivated  to  the  highest  degree  his  other  senses, 
especially  that  of  hearing.  Now  listen.  One  of  the 
stories  recorded  of  him  is  about  an  angler  who 
placed  his  rod  on  the  bank  with  the  line  in  the 
water  near  the  blind  fisherman  and  moved  away  to 
fetch  some  of  his  impedimenta.  He  was  quickly 
recalled  by  the  blind  man,  who  told  him  there  waa. 
a  fish  at  his  bait!  The  angler  returned,  observed 
the  float  quivering,  and  iound  that  a  fish  was 
nibbling.  '  I  thought  so ;  I  could  hear  them  ! '  said 
the  bUnd  man." 


"  I  SEE  you  have  chicken  for  dinner."  "  Yessuh," 
said  Mr.  Eraatus  Pinkley.  "  I  hope  you  bought 
the  chicken."  "  Well,  no ;  but  de  transaction  was 
strictly  regular.  Dat  chicken  has  been  roostin'  on 
my  fence  foh  months  wifout  payin'  nuffin',  an'  I 
reckoned  it  were  'bout  time  to  fohclose." 


The  Easy  Chair,  a  new  weekly  publication  issued 
under  the  proprietorship  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Cartwright, 
115,  Fleet  -  street,  E.C.,  is  crammed  with  good 
literary  matter,  and  will  enable  the  reader  to  wile 
away  many  a  leisure  hour.  Among  the  leading 
features 'is  a  thrUling  serial,  entitled,  "Prudence 
Mailing,"  the  story  of  a  Canadian  farm.  This  will 
be  read  with  great  interest,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
old  coimtry  never  tire  of  reading  of  the  ups  and 
down?  of  life  experienced  by  our  cousins  across  the 
herring  pond.  "  Rachel's  Answer  "  is  a  well-written 
short  story  by  Violet  Hunt.  Gossip  of  the  moment 
is  decidedly  interesting,  as  is  also  an  article  on 
"The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mewk,"  whose  identity  has' 
never  been  solved,  although  many  of  our  ablest 
writers  and  historians  have  striven  to  do  so.  The 
Easy  Chair  is  undoubtedly  a  good  pennyworth. 


Nothing  is  so  admirable  as  logic.  A  traveller 
hurried  out  of  the  railway  carriage,  tired  and  dusty, 
and  seating  himself  at  a  restaurant  table,  cried  out, 
"Waiter,  bring  me  a  beefsteak!"  The  waiter 
replied  that  he  would  be  charmed  to  do  so,  but 
that  it  took  twenty  minutes  to  cook  a  steak,  while 
the  train  only  waited  ten  minutes.  The  kindly  and 
sweet-tempered  traveller  retorted,  "  Well,  then 
bring  me  half  a  beefsteak  !  " 


A  "  FLYING  visit  "  to  the  Little  Ouse  at  Brandon 
last  week  found  the  river  in  fair  order,  and  the 
weeds  in  many  places  nicely,  cut.  Of  course  I 
"looked  in"  upon  Host  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Inn, 
which  was  well  patronised  by  anglers  and  their 
wives  from  London,  Cambridge,  Ely,  and  many 
other  places.  Some  good  chub  and  dace  were 
being  taken  with  the  fly,  but  a  well-known  expert 
belonging  to  the  Cambridge  and  Ely  Association 
assured  me  that  the  best  lure  for  roach  was  paste. 
He  had  many  good  fish,  one  I  saw  brought  in 
weighing  close  upon  IJlb.  The  country  is  still 
looking  very  charming,  and  sport  bids  fair  to 
continue  up  till  Christmas,  before  which  date,  how- 
ever, another  and  longer  visit  will,  nolens  volens, 
be  made  by  Dbagnet. 
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"glotcs  from  f^e  ^Itod^. 


The  netting  seaaon  on  the  Xorlh  and  South  E-sks 
closed  down  on  Sept.  1,  and  that  of  the  Ythan, 
Ugie,  acd  some  later  west  coast  rivers  on  Sept.  10. 
These  are  practically  the  last  on  the  list. 


The  salmon  fishings  (nets)  at  Aberdeen,  belonging 
to  the  Harbour  Board,  yielded  this  last  year  £6573, 
as  against  £6026  in  the  previous  one,  being  a 
balance  in  favour  of  the  season  juat  closed  of  £547. 

Colonel  Custance  is  getting  some  good  sport  on 
the  Gordon  Castle  water.  The  ducal  party  have 
been  doing  well  since  the  river  rose  and  again 
settled  down  last  week. 


The  King  arrived  at  Balmoral  on  Monday  evening 
(Sept.  12)  at  7.10  p.m.  The  King  and  party,  along 
with  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  all  the  other  notables, 
attended  the  Braemar  Gathering  on  Thursday. 


Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  Portsoy,  on  the  Moray  Firth, 
trapped  a  fice  specimen  of  the  otter  at  Fmdlater 
Castle  last  week.  It  -measured  3ft.  lOin.,  and 
weighed  221b.    It  is  being  set  up  at  Banff. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Xicol  and  party,  Ballogie,  have  had  a 
very  good  season  on  the  Ballogie  Moors.  Mr.  Nicol 
is  as  good  with  the  rod  as  with  the  gun  in  spite  of 
advancing  years.  He  cares  for  nothing  but  the  fly, 
and  would  rather  want  sport  than  kill  a  ealmon 
with  anythicg  by  any  other  name. 

Mr.  Alexander  Copland,  joint  manager  of  the 
Aberdeen  Commercial  Company  for  the  petst  forty 
years,  is  about  to  retire.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the 
rod,  and  on  the  salmon  laws  he  is  an  acknowledged 
authority ;  be  has  been  a  leading  witness  in  all  the 
E<gh  Court  cases  in  his  day. 

Major  Cumberland,  Hilton  Culter,  has  the  Deeside 
section  of  the  river  there  along  with  his  brother  the 
Colonf»l.  On  Sept.  8  the  Major  creeled  two  beauties 
of  15  Mb.  and  81b. 


The  grilse  season  of  July  and  August  was  the 
worst  experienced  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest 
angler.  There  were  plenty  of  fish  to  the  netters 
but  none  to  the  rodsmen,  the  waters  being  too  low. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  worships  regularly  in  Crathie 
Church  when  on  D'wside.  Whatever  the  fatigues 
of  the  week  he  arid  the  King  are  in  their  pews  on 
Sunday.  Special  Scotch. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SOLWAY  SALMON 
FLSHLVGS. 


The  salmon  netting  in  the  estuary  of  the  Solway 
and  rivers  of  the  district  closed  their  season  on  the 
night  of  Sept.  9,  when  the  catches  were  lifted  for 
the  last  time  by  the  lessees  and  fishermen.  The 
season  just  terminated  may  be  classed  as  an  average 
one.  Netting  opeced  on  Feb.  25  in  favourable 
winds  from  the  south  and  south-west,  and  with  the 
livers  being  in  good  order  for  salmon  running. 
Some  extra  fine  fish  were  then  making  their  way 
up  the  waters  of  the  firth.  Indeed,  before  the  nets 
opened  epring  fish  were  running.  During  the  open- 
ing weeks  several  medium  fishings  were  taken  in 
the  stake  nets  and  poke  nets,  the  average  weight 
of  these  fish  being  about  91b.  A  number  of  "  grey  " 
salmon,  or  \that  are  locally  called  "Ben  fish,"  were 
caughtof  large  weights.  These,  however,  areacoarser 
salmon  than  the  little  spring  fwh,  Hnd  do  not 
command  either  the  price  or  demand  of  the  smalkr 
ones.  It  was  not  until  the  months  of  June  and 
July  that  salmon  begun  to  migrate  in  quantity, 
and  during  that  period  the  hauls  were  good 
of  summer  salmon.  Pea-trout  were  in  those 
months  making  a  fair  show  as  well,  while  grilse 
began  to  show  in  the  nets  when  the  run  of  sea- 
trout  began  to  fail  or  fall  off.  The  summer 
salmon  were  of  exceptionally  fine  quality,  and 
averaged  about  131b.  ettch.  The  grilse  run  was 
rather  short,  but  may  be  said  to  have  been  a  fair 
average  year,  and  they  were  of  prime  quality,  too. 
The  heat  run  of  grilse  came  on  during  the  middle  of 
July,  and  the  average  weight  was  about  51b.  It 
may  be  noted  that  giilse  continued  to  show  in  the 
nets  up  to  almost  the  last  week  of  the  season,  a 
raoat  unusual  occurrence  in  this  firth.  With  the 
favourable  weather  the  trout  season  held  on  well, 
though  the  best  hauls  were  taken  towards  the  end 
of  June,  when  all  the  different  nets  had  good 
returns,  and  the  average  weight  was  IJIb.  Many 
fine  sp'jcimens  of  a  much  heavier  weight  were 
caught,  and  one  of  311b.  was  reported  as  being 
captured,  but  this  was  undoubtedly  a  bull-trout. 


and  not  a  pure  sea-trout,  as  was  pointed  out  at  the 
time.  Bull-trout  do  not  frequent  the  Solway, 
and  it  is  only  occasionally  that  a  stray  one 
i-i  caught  in  the  nets ;  they  are  common  in 
Northumberland  and  the  east  coast  rivers  and 
estuaries.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  July  and 
the  beginning  of  August  autumn  salmon  were 
showing  in  the  nets,  and  the  leseeej  and  fishermen 
anticipated  an  extra  fine  back-end  and  an  early 
autumn  migration.  These  anticipations,  however, 
were  not  realised  as  the  run  was  a  very  short  one. 
With  the  exception  of  the  catches  of  autumn  fish 
during  the  past  week,  there  was  no  show  of  back- 
end  salmon  during  August,  which  may  be  classed 
as  the  moit  barren  month  of  the  year  in  the  firth, 
whereas  it  should  have  proved  one  of  the  best. 
Some  beautiful  fish  were  taken  during  the  past  few 
days  of  201b.,  281h.,  and  301b.,  in  the  different  nets. 
The  haafers  had  fairly  good  catches,  while  the  poke 
netters  did  exceedingly  well  when  the  state  of  the 
tides  suited  them.  Xhe  heaviest  salmon  caught 
weighed  421b.,  and  was  a  fine  specimen.  The  state 
of  the  markets  for  salmon  during  the  year  is 
interesting-  Taken  all  round  the  year  was  a  good 
one  for  the  lessees.  It  may  be  said  that  the  demand 
for  Solway  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  was  excep- 
tional during  the  whole  season,  when  fish  from  this 
estuary  commanded  the  top  figures  at  Billings- 
gate and  some  of  the  other  markets  in  England 
and  Scotland.  No  doubt  the  shortage  of  red 
fish  from  the  Tay  and  other  norfhern  fisheries 
may  have  had  something  to  do  with  this.  With 
the  netting  in  the  Tay  being  the  first  to  open  prices 
had  fallen  somewhat  when  the  Solway  opened  its 
netting.  On  the  opening  week  Solway  salmon  sold 
at  Is.  9d.  per  pound,  but  during  Lent  as  much  as 
2s.  lOd.  was  obtained.  The  lowest  price  was  lOd. 
per  pound  for  sea-  trout  in  the  height  of  the  trout 
season  at  the  end  of  June.  With  some  eighty  odd 
fisheries  in  Scotland  closing  their  netting  on  Aug.  26, 
prices  thereafter  went  up  with  a  bound,  and  while 
the  autumn  quotations  were  fairly  good,  as  much  as 
23.  4d.  per  pound  was  obtained  for  Solway  back-end 
salmon  this  week.  It  is  anticipated  that  anglers 
will  have  some  fair  sport  by  the  end  of  October  as 
the  bulk  of  autumn  salmon  is  yet  to  ascend  the 
rivers.  Wm.  Wbight. 


A  FORTNIGHT'S  HOLIDAY  NEAE 
MEVAGISSEY. 


I  HAVE  written  this,  not  because  I  think  I  am 
relating  anything  extraordinary,  but  rather  because 
it  is  probable  that  many  readers  have  never  been 
to  Port  Mellon  to  fish,  for  the  reason  that  they  con- 
sider good  sport  comes  only  to  the  experienced 
fisherman.  Now  this  is  a  mistaken  idea,  aa  my  case 
has  proved,  for  I  may  say  that  I  went  there  never 
having  caught  a  baas  or  pollac'i  before,  and  that  my 
success  was,  as  any  other  fisherman's  may  be. 
largely  due  to  the  help  and  advice  of  a  capital 
boatman,  whose  services  I  secured  through  the 
agency  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Well,  I  arrived  safely  at  Mevagissey,  and  was  very 
soon  quite  at  home,  and  discussing  sport  and  wind 
and  weather  with  Mr.  Bob  Blight,  my  boatman. 
Mr.  Bob  was  a  smoker,  and  consequently  was  very 
pleased  with  half  a  pound  of  tobacco  that  I  had 
brought  him  from  London.  With  the  pipes  lit,  we 
spent  an  enjoyable  evening  at  his  cottage,  and  I 
was  delighted  to  hear  from  Bob  that  in  his  opinion 
the  prospects  for  to-morrow  "  were  grand." 

By-the-bye,  a  word  as  to.tackle.  I  took  with  me 
an  East  India  cane  jack  rod,  several  lengths  of 
single  and  double  gut,  a  sea  reel  and  one  hundred 
yards  of  line,  a  few  leads,  2oz.  to  4oz.,  some  large 
hooks,  and — this  last  is  indispensable — a  gaff. 

On  July  29  I  took  a  return  ticket  from  Padding- 
ton  to  St.  Austell. 

July  30. — After  a  not  very  good  night's  rest  I  came 
down  to  breakfast  at  eight  o'clock,  and  at  nine  I 
went  on  board  the  Olive  with  my  tackle  and  a 
basket  containing  food  for  myself  and  Bob.  After 
sailing  abaut  200  yards  Bob  produced  his  plum- 
meting lines  (trailing  it  is  generally  called),  and  we 
soon  had  sufficient  mackerel  in  the  boat  for  a  day's 
poUacking.  I  then  noticed  Bob  very  carefully 
scanning  the  land,  and  evidently  taking  consider- 
able pains  to  get  on  some  exact  spot.  Alter  lower- 
ing the  sails  he  waited  for  the  boat  to  drilt  to  the 
land  points,  over  went  the  gripper,  and  he  seemed 
satisBed  that  we  were  "on  the  spot."  I  found  the 
tide  very  slack,  and  with  a  3oz.  lead  I  soon  touched 
bottom  ;  quickly  reeling  up  six  yards  from  the  rocks, 
my  lead  was  four  yards  from  my  bait  (half  a 
pilchard),  and  putting  a  piece  of  thin  string  round 
my  line  close  to  the  reel  as  a  guide,  I  waited  events. 

After  about  ten  minutes  the  top  of  my  rod  waa 
pulled  steadily  down,  not  a  violent  jerk.  I  struck 
hard,  and  Bob  informed  me  I  had  a  pollack — 
remember  this  was  my  first  pollack — then  the  fun 
commenced.    It  seemed  to   me  to  fight  like  a 


Thames  barbel,  boring  down  hard  every  few 
minutes :  with  a  whippy  rod  and  a  good  one  it 
was  grand  sport ;  ho  fought  hard  for  five  minutes  or 
twenty,  I  do  not  know  how  long ;  at  any  rate,  I 
landed  a  nice  pollack,  or,  rather,  Bob  gaffed  him, 
and  had  him  in  the  boat.  To  conclude  my  first  day, 
I  caught  fourteen  pollack  weighing  from  51  b.  to 
81b.,  also  some  bream  weighing  from  lib.  to  21b< 
When  wo  were  a  little  slack,  or,  rather,  the  fish  were, 
we  had  some  food,  and  Bob  had,  or  to  be 
honest  we  both  had,  some  beer.  I  helped  Bob  haul 
up  the  gripper,  we  set  sail,  or,  rather,  Bob  did,  I 
took  the  tiller,  and  sailed  her  home. 

This  was  my  first  day's  fishing  in  Comi.sh  waters, 
and  it  impressed  me  very  much — good  sport,  the 
sun  was  shining  all  day,  and  s  cooling  breeze  to 
counteract  the  heat  of  the  sun. 

I  need  not  aiy  that  after  such  a  day  I  went  to 
bed  early  and  slept  well,  not  that  useless  sort  of 
sleep,  but  like  I  used  to  sleep  when  a  child,  any 
sportsman  knows  what  I  mean.  At  7.30  next 
morning  I  was  out  of  bed  in  a  moment,  but,  alas  !  I 
could  not  go  fishing — -it  was  Sunday,  and  that  in 
Cornwall  is  a  day  of  rest.  I  do  not  say  they  go  to 
church,  but  they  honour  the  day  by  not  going  on 
the  water, 

I  went  to  Mevagissey  Church  and  assisted  (or 
otherwise)  in  the  singing. 

Monday,  Aug.  1. — We  started  at  nine  and  com- 
menced plummeting  for  mackerel.  That  day  I 
caught  eighteen  pollack,  bigger  fish  then  my  first 
day.  We  went  farther  out,  and  Bob  told  me  we 
should  catch  bigger  fish.  I  used  treble  gut.  W'e 
were  rather  bothered  with  the  small  chad — these  are 
very  small  bream  I  think. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  2. — We  found  the  mackerel  very 
plentiful,  but  tlie  pollack  were  off.  I  only  caught 
three  ;  the  tide  was  running  very  hard,  and  to  fish 
with  a  lead  over  2oz.  or  3oz.  I  do  not  care  about, 
and  it  does  not  tend  to  improve  a  good  jack  rod. 

Wednesday,  Aug.  3. — This  was  a  very  exciting 
day.  I  had  sent  to  London  for  some  more  lengths 
of  gut.  I  was  putting  the  line  through  the  loop  of 
one  of  these  new  traces — ^Bob  had  baited  the  hook 
and  put  it  over  the  side  of  the  boat ;  all  was 
snatched  from  me,  and  my  two  little  bullets  rolled 
on  to  the  floor  of  the  boat  and  my  new  trace  went 
overboard.  Bob  was  surprised.  I  was  sorry  to 
lose  my  tackle,  but  obliged  to  laugh.  Bob  informed 
me  that  it  was  one  of  those  "owdacious  "  sharks. 

I  caught  two  pollack,  weighing  1  lib.,  and  several 
81b.  to  9lb.,  fifteen  altogether.  About  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  following  incident  occurred, 
common  I  daresay  with  those  who  often  fish 
in  Cornish  water-",  but  unusual  to  the  ordinary 
amateur  like  myself.  I  was  reeling  up  a  polleick, 
I  suppose  about  7lb.  or  81b.  He  was  about  fifteen 
yards  from  the  boat,  and  on  the  surface.  This 
rather  puzzled  me,  but  was  explained  in  the 
following  way: — A  small  shark,  about  fonr  feet, 
had  evidently  been  chasing  him  up.  He  seized 
him  on  the  surface.  I  kept  on  reeling  in,  and  called 
to  Bob  to  gaff  the  shark,  but  he  went  for  the  pollack. 
Result:  1  landed  halt  the  fish,  the  shark  had 
taken  the  other  half.  Being  a  fisherman  I  should 
not  believe  this  had  I  read  it  or  had  anyone  told 
me,  but  exnerientia  docet — I  will  say  no  more. 

Aug.  4. — Strong  tide,  and  the  boat  rolled  about 
so  much  it  was  impossible  to  fish.  Please  don't 
think  I  felt  ill.    I  caught  twelve  pollack. 

Aug.  5. — I  caught  a  fine  cod  of  121b.,  six  pollack, 
and  a  lot  of  small  chad.  The  latter  were  very 
troublesome,  and  took  my  bait  before  the  pollack 
had  a  chance  ;  in  fact,  where  there  are  a  lot  of 
small  chad  you  will  not  find  pollack,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  they  (the  pollack)  eat  the  small  chad. 

Aug.  6. — I  had  heard  about  the  baas  fishing,  so 
I  asked  Bob  to  take  me  on  to  the  spots  for  bass. 
I  must  mention  here  that  I  had  read  Mr.  Aflalo's 
book  on  sea  and  coast  fishiog ;  in  fact,  after 
reading  his  book  I  made  up  my  mind  to  go  to 
Cornwall.  His  instructions  and  advice  assisted  me 
very  much.  Bob  took  me  to  the  place  Mr.  Aflalo 
mentions — between  Mevagissey  and  Chapel  Point. 
My  first  attempt  at  baas  fishing  resulted  in  only 
three  fish,  but  I  ought  to  have  caught  about  nine. 
In  my  anxiety  I  did  not  give  them  sufficient  time. 
Mr.  Aflalo  says :  Give  them,  or,  rather,  let  them 
run  with,  six  yards  of  line,  then  strike.  The  three 
I  caught  weighed  41b.,  4Jlb.,  and  51b.  W^hat  pretty 
fishing  this  is.  How  I  gazed  at  my  first  bass.  Only 
three  fish,  and  yet  this  was  one  of  my  happiest  days. 

Aug.  7. — Sunday,  no  fishing.  I  had  a  hymn- 
book  handed  to  me  with  the  music,  so  I  gave  them 
the  full  benefit  of  my  bass.  This  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  three  I  caught. 

Aug.  8. — I  caught  twelve  pollack,  the  biggest 
being  141b.  How  that  fish  did  fight ;  again  and  again 
he  ran,  or,  rather,  boied,  down  with  about  twenty 
yards'  of  line. 

Aug.  9. — This  was  a  bad  day,  the  tides  were  all 
anyhow.  Bob  could  not  get  the  boat  to  remain  on 
the  points.    I  mean  by  this,  the  landmarks  did  not 
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HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &o. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  oj  BMlmays" 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot," 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensliani  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  l)eautiful  corners  in  England. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit. " 

Jack  Fishing  now  commencing. 

Lake  and  stream  open  and  many  Good 
Fish  in  both. 

Two  or  Three  Wild  Fowl  Shoots  will 
be  arranged  during  coming  season,  and 
dates,with  full  particulars, duly  advertised . 

SPECIAL  TERMS  TO  RESIDENTS  IN  HOTEL. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Boom  U  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Geiffiths,  I'rkhsham  Pond.Churt 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Boach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  850  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  ok  fchh: 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Kudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 


Bream  01  inch 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  inch, 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINGSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Kudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  (it/,  per 
day,  Winter  ;  8s.  6d.  per  day,  .Summer.  Fisliing 
Free.  Scores  of  Ijig  lisli  cauj;lit  during  tlie  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  Ecaling  22i  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 
THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coapse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Pkopkietor. 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4-/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
lO/-  per  day  inchisive. 

8.  TILSTON.  Proprietor. 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

HAWES. 

13  miles  grood  Trout  Fishing- 

on  River  Yore  and  tributaries.  Day 
tickets,  2/-;  weekly,  5/-;  season,  10/-. 
Good    Accommodation    and  Posting. 
Near  Golf  Links.    Terms  Moderate. 
ARTHUR  COMFORT,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


GOOD   ROUGH   SHOOTING  AND  COMFORTABLE 
QUARTERS  AVAILABLE  FOR  A  FEW  GUNS. 


Splendid  Accommodation  at  Meduced  Terms  for 

Families. 


Only   BIX   HOURS'  ti*ci,in   Afom  Z^ONDONi 
Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 

Post  and  Telegraph:  "Ifotcl,  Lake-Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


WALES. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.   FREE  to  Visitors.   135  Salmon  and 
300  IbB.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    Allsopp'a  Burton  Alea  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


Swan  Holei  Mm,  WofcesleisMre. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms,  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 


HOTEL  REGINA. 


:  A.  13  f:  sa-. 


Newly  Built.  First-class  Hotel,  entirely  up-to-date. 
Kaden's  latest  creation.  Stands  on  a  slight  elevation  in 
its  OH  M  beautiful  pirden(8;000  s<i.  metres),  and  commands  a  splendid  view  over  the  town  and  the 
mountains  of  the  Black  Forest  from  any  room  of  the  house.  Two  minutes'  distance  from  the  Con- 
versation House  and  the  Lichtenthaler  Allee.  Electric  Light  and  Steam  Heatini;  in  every  room. 
Lifts.  Auto  Garage.  Swiss  Chalet  and  a  Villa  (Italian  Renaissance  style)  attached  to  the  Hotel. 
100  rooms,  40  balconies.  Table  d'Hote  at  separate  Tables.  Restaurant  Fran(,ais.  Season,  April 
till  November.    Opened  May,  1904.  Fine  Open-Air  and  other  Concerts.  Theatre.  English  Church. 

Golf  Links.   Tennis  Lawns.   Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.   Numerous  Excursions. 
Proprietor  :  JULES  LIPPERT  {The  well-known  co-prop,  of  the  Grand  Hotel  Bellevue,  San  Remo). 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughteraid. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  tiiia 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
10 Dm  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  WATJGHTON,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing 
on  River  Inver,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Taclile.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtttln 

HOTELJNN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o.. 

BHOCLD  ADVKRTISIH  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addreu:  9,  Market  Hill,  CambrldKe. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout  =  2  tons  3  cwt.  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. — Par- 
ticulars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

Tills  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent :  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Gcjlt  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  iLACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


STOKE  HOTEL, 

GUILDFORU. 

Excellent  accommodation.  Moderate 
charges.     Charming    garden,    quiet  ; 
stabling ;  motor  house. 

Headquarters  of  the  .... 

.  .  .  Qulldford  Anglin?  Society. 

Within  half  a  mile  of  good  Free  f-ishing. 


Proprietor,  J.  H.  ARCHER-BURTON. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Angles 

BriKlit,  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  Bca  coast  and  ! 
anil  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  i 
links.  Lake  TrafTells,  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dins, 
acres,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  Ashing ;  i, 
Trout  and  Perch  Fisliing;  boats  on  all  lakes  include, 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishings 
River  (.'rvKill.  best  in  the  early  sciison.  opened  Mard 
A  M(JI)Krn  house,  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splen 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  M« 
tains,  with  siuno  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel,  TO  Ll 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnlshed.  Appointmentl 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9».  per  day  or  £2  10».  per  week, 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«.  ;  Daily,  6», 
Boat  and  Man,  5».  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manaokkkbs. 

This  Hotel  and  Buslnesa  FOR  SALE  as  a  golnp 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B, 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fisliing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochi, 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing, 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

X-ISHINO   FREE.  I'OSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAY. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  Id 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Bail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o, 
Wires:  "  Culag,  Loohinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEI 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Anglinp 
on  Lcjchs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  varioui 
other  waters  ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  Rivei 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  gram'' 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  mucl 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  froiE 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  oSices  next 
door.   'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


EXCELLENT  TROUT  AND 
GRAYLING  FISHING. 

Three  miles  of  Fishing  on  the  Teme, 
"  The  Angler's  Paradise,"  at  Lindridge, 
Newnham  Bridge,  Worcestershire,  TO 
BE  LET ;  or  a  limited  number  of  Bods 
would  be  taken.  —  Apply,  Fbkdbbio 
Hughes,  Architect,  Worcester. 


I^OUGH  JMEASK. 

THE  BEST  FREE  FISHIJSG  I.\  IRELAND. 
Here  you  can  get  the  benefit  of  your  holidays, 
as  your  time  is  not  wasted.  You  are  right  on 
the  spot.  House  within  thirty  yards  of  best 
Fishing  on  the  Mask.  Also  three  miles  of  Rivei 
Fisliing  to  lie  had  which  connects  Mask  and 
Nafooheiia.  September  and  October  are  always 
good  for  Trolling  and  Fly  Fishing.  The  close 
season  for  Trout  will  begin  November  1.  Visitor! 
can  fish  Coirili  also,  wliich  is  within  thirty 
minutes'  drive.  There  is  good  duck  and  wild 
fowl  shooting  on  the  lakes.  Mails  twice  daily. 
Balliniobe  nearest  station,  M.G.W.R.  Experi- 
enced boatmen,  and  luodeiate  charges. — For 
terms  apply  to  Pat  Summeuville,  Kilbride 
Lodge,  Clonbur,  cu.  Galway. 


Angrlers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Conntiy 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  k  Dove  Valley  Record 

Wanted"  advts.,  18  words,  6<i. ;  30  tcorda,  18.,  prepaid^ 

Address  :  News  Offlee,  Ashbourne. 
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xint  correctl}-.  Bob  did  hia  best,  pulled  up  the 
;npper  several  times,  but  it  was  of  no  use. 

1  caught  a  7Ib.  conger,  31b.  bream,  and  one 
)ollack  about  01b. 

Aug.  10. — I  caught  a  blue  shark,  this  pleased  me 
/ery  much.  Three  pollack  and  several  bream  com- 
pleted our  small  bag. 

Aug.  11. — As  we  had  not  been  doing  very  well 
irith  the  poUack,  I  suggested  to  Bob  that  we  should 
.av  e  another  go  at  the  bass.  I  had  missed  so  many 
it  the  last  attempt  that  I  wanted  to  try  again.  At 
he  end  of  the  day  I  had  caught  one  01b.,  four  51b., 
ind  five  3ilb.  These  are  not  big  fi;h  I  know,  but 
for  a  bepinner  they  were  good  sport. 

Mr.  Afialo  mentions  201b.  bass,  and  Bob  went  to 
21- pounders. 

Aug.  12. — I  had  to  be  in  London  on  Saturday,  so 
•bis  was  my  last  day.    I  d3cided  to  go  bassing 
again.    It  was  a  perfect  day,  too  "rubly,"  Bob 
said,  to  g3  far  out  for  pollack,  but  just  the  day  for 
L  a  20lb.  bass.    I  caught  four  weighing  7Ib,  each, 
k  four  6-pounders,  and  five  3^1b.  to  4lb.    I  felt  very 
F  gad  as  we  sailed  home  to  think  I  should  not  go  out 
in  that  boat  again  for  a  year,  and  perhaps  not  then. 

In  conclusion,  if  any  of  your  readers  contemplste 
Eoing  to  Cornwall  I  should  advise  them  to  get  Mr. 
Aflalo's  book  on  sea  and  coast  fishing,  join  the 
BS.A.S.,  and  write  to  Bob  Blight,  Port  Mellon, 
near  Mevagissey,  Cornwall,  and  if  there  are  any 
paiticulars  not  mentioned  here  that  any  of  your 
readers  would  like  to  know,  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
give  them.  Oswald  Ducheson. 

Byron  Cottage,  Highgate,  N. 


XORTHERX    ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


A  MEETING  of  the  executive  council  was  held  in 
Wigan  on  Saturday  (Sept.  10),  Mr.  E.  Evans, 
president,  occupying  the  chair.  A  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  Wilson  prohibiting  fishing  on  his  land 
adjoining  the  River  Dane.  It  waa  decided  to  sup- 
port the  National  Federation  in  their  endeavour  to 
obtain  an  extension  of  anglers'  railway  tickets 
beyond  the  present  three  days'  limit.  A  report  of 
a  member  fishing  on  private  waters  without  per- 
mission was  referred  to  the  centre  concerned.  The 
question  of  fishing  for  coarse  fish  without  obtaining 
a  trout  licence  came  before  the  meeting,  and 
authority  was  granted  to  the  officers  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  There  was  a  deficiency  of  over  £7  on 
I  the  recent  grand  fishing  match,  only  710  entries 
►  being  received  as  against  869  last  year.  Mr. 
Councillor  Rimmer  reported  that  Mr.  Redford  and 
he  had  attended  an  unofficial  inquiry  by  H.M. 
lospeotor  of  Fisheries,  held  in  Sheffield,  on  the 
depletion  of  coarse  fish  in  the  River  Trent  by 
salmon  netters.  It  was  understood  that,  although 
there  were  difficulties  in  the  matter,  efforts  would 
be  made  to  amend  the  regulations  so  aa  to  meet  the 
ca'e.  A  grant  of  two  guineas  was  voted  to  the 
Oldham  Centre  towards  expenses  incurred  in  prose- 
cuting persons  selling  coarse  fish  during  the  close 
season.  All  future  cases  to  be  authorised  by  the 
council  before  proceedings  are  taken.  The  desir- 
:  ability  of  augmenting  the  defence  fund  was 
',  admitted  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  agenda 
of  the  annaal  general  meeting,  to  be  held  in 
Warrington  on  Oct.  29.  Preston,  Wigan,  and 
Aahton-in-Makerfield  were  each  nominated  as  the 
place  for  the  annual  meeting  next  year.  A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  waa  tendered  to  the  officers  and 
I  members  of  the  Wigan  Centre  for  their  hospitality. 
Bolton-  T.  W.  Redfobd  (Hon.  Sec). 


A  PICTURESQUE  LADY  ANGLER. 


Denver,  Colo.,  Aug.  5.— Mrs.  A.  B,  Schmidt, 
wife  of  the  Rock  Island's  City  Passenger  Agent  at 
this  point,  is  just  back  from  the  Gunnison,  having 
put  in  several  weeks  at  lola.  Mrs.  Schmidt  baa  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  "best  fellows"  that 
ever  unfurled  a  leader  ovora  Colora'^o  pool.  She  ac- 
quired h'^rwoodlore  back  in  NewEngland.  Shemakes 
one  of  (he  most  picturesque  figures  to  be  found  in 
a  day's  journey.  No  fine  fi.sbing  togs  for  her — just 
a  plain  woollen  sweater  that  looks  suspiciously  as  if 
it  might  have  belonged  to  her  husband,  a  pair  of 
75-cent  overal.s,  a  straw  hat  tied  firmly  on,  and  a 
pair  of  wading  trousers.  Those  who  have  seen  the 
lady  on  the  water.!  up  to  her  waist  say  she  can 
handle  a  string  of  flies  as  gracefully  and  accurately 
a<  the  foext  one,  and  that  her  manipulation  of  a 
bleached  minnow  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired. 
She  must  have  a  tantalising  method,  for  on  her 
»e1  urn  to  the  city  last  week  she  invited  a  number 
of  railroad  men  to  the  Schmidt  domicile,  and  fried 
them  on  baked  trout — mind  you,  they  were  too 
big  to  fry — as  they  were  never  /<'kd  before.  Mrs. 
Schmidt  is  also  a  famous  camp  cook,  and  is  very 
popular  among  those  who  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  once  "marooning  '  with  her.— J.  C,  D.,  in  Forest 
and  Stream. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Tbent  Side.  —  As  you  will  see  from  the  first 
"Occasional  Note"  this  week,  the  Anglo-French 
roach  fishing  match  has  been  postponed  until  next 
season. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


RE  MR.  GEEN'S  ACCOUNT  OF  WHAT  HE 
HEARD  AND  SAW  IN  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  read  with  much  interest 
Mr.  Geen's  articles  appearing  in  your  paper  re 
his  Donegal  fishing  experiences.  Being  born  and 
reated  here,  I  did  not  think  I  could  be  bo  interested 
in  what  I  eo  well  knew,  but  Mr.  Geen's  peculiar 
style  of  writing  fascinated  me  so  much  that  i  looked 
forward  eagerly  for  every  Monday's  mail. 

He  draws  a  very  faithful  picture  of  the  Donegal 
peasantry,  and  his  accounts  of  his  day's  fishing  are 
to  vividly  portrayed  that  one  can  imagine  he  sees 
a  14-poundcr  on  tin  tiagle  hair-like  line  hooked  on 
a  365 D  Hoarder  or  Challenger  bait,  und  Mr.  Geen, 
the  picture  of  anxiety,  reeling  away  for  dear  life 
at  the  oiher  end.  He  ie,  however,  very  modest  aa 
regards  his  "takes."  Some  of  your  readers  might 
like  to  know  thd  result  of  his  Lest  and  worst  day's 
sport. 

I  saw  the  result  of  two  of  his  "  fair  day.s,"  and  I 
could  hardly  bebeve  at  first  that  a  man  with  a  rod 
and  line  could  haul  as  many  pollack  in  so  short 
a  time.  One  day's  take  registered  118,  weighing 
from  4lb.  to  12Jlb. 

His  articles  have  attracted  here  a  good  many 
who  are  interested  in  sea  fishing  in  particular. 

Among  others  was  a  Mr.  B.  \V.  Amoore,  of 
Robindean,  Manor  Court-road,  Han  welt.  He,  along 
with  three  lady  fi lends  spent  a  fortnight  fishing, 
and  I  think  tiiey  can  bear  out  Mr.  Geen's  remarks 
about  the  p'aues,  people,  and  sport  to  be  had  in 
South  Donegal. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  Mr.  Geen  is  about  to  publish 
the  articles  in  book  form.  The  volume  will  prove 
invaluable  to  all  sea  fishers  who  want  to  find  out 
the  proper  tackle  to  use,  the  time  to  go,  and  places 
to  visit,  together  with  the  author's  novel  experiences 
while  in  South  and  West  Donegal. — Faithfully  yours, 

Teelin  N.  School,  J.  Boyle. 

Carrick,  co.  Donegal, 
Sept.  7,  1904. 


ADDRESS  OF  MAKER  OF  THE  "DRAGNEUR" 
BOAT  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  an  inquiry  from  abroad  for 
the  address  of  the  maker  of  a  fishing  boat  called 
"Dragneur."  Our  correspondent  states  that  he 
understands  that  it  is  maue  in  England,  and  men- 
tions aa  the  cost  £4000  {sic).  We  should  feel  obliged 
if  you  could  give  us  any  information  on  the  matter, 
and  thank  you  in  advance. — Yours  truly. 

Standard  Works,      S.  Allcock  and  Co,  Ltd. 
Redd  itch. 

[I  never  heard  of  this  boat;  £4000  is  probably  a 
slip  for  4000  francs.— Ed.] 


A  LARGE  NORWAY  SALMON. 

Dear  Sib, — The  report  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  10 
of  the  capture  of  a  dead  salmon  in  Norway  is 
interesting,  and  comes  appropriately  enough  at  thia 
dead  season.  It  suggests  and  gives  an  excuse  for 
reprinting  old  stories,  like  that  of  the  Irish  soldier 
who  claimed  to  have  despatched  one  of  the  "  inimy." 
"  And  here's  his  feet  I've  brought."  "But,"  said 
his  officer,  "it  is  his  head  you  should  have  cut  off." 
"Ah,  sorr!  that  was  aff  alriddy,  or  I  should  niver 
have  gone  near  him,  at  all,  at  all." 

The  Brobdingnagian  size  of  the  fish  naturally 
recalls  "Gulliver's  Travels."  The  work,  published 
anonymously  in  1726,  caused  much  interest  and 
excitement,  and  even  greater  curiosity  as  to  its 
authorship.  Pope,  rightly  guessing  Swift  to  be  the 
writer,  wrote  telling  him  of  the  great  success  of  the 
book  in  London,  and  aoking  him  how  it  had  been 
received  in  Dublin.  Swift,  in  his  reply,  wrote: 
"We  don't  think  much  of  it  here;  indeed,  I  heard 
one  old  gentleman  at  the  club  remark  that  he  did 
not  believe  more  than  half  of  it." 

Half  of  the  reported  weight  may  possibly  have 
been  correct  at  death.  In  the  two  or  three  suc- 
ceeding weeks  it  would  easily  add  .vcent  per  cent. 
The  report  mis;ht  provide  an  answer  to  the  question, 
"When  do  fish  grow  fastest?"  In  the  three 
weeks  after  being  lost  to  a  "  black  and  white 
bodied  fly." 

The  probable  condition  of  the  fish  at  capture 
brings  to  my  mind  one  other  old  story,  from 
Barbadoes  I  think.  "  What  are  you  smelling  my 
fish  for,  you  ugly  nigger?"  said  a  stallkeeper. 


"I'se  not  smellin2  him,  only  asking  what  news 
there  was  at  sea."  "Well,  what  did  he  say?" 
"That  he  could  not  toll  me,  'cos  it  was  so  long  since 
he  had  been  there." — Yours  truly,  Tiio.ma.s. 


FISHING  IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Deae  Sir, — I  read  with  some  surprise  Mr.  W. 
Dedman's  letter  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  10,  aa  also 
the  reference  in  a  previous  issue  to  Mr.  Tunnicliffe's 
catch  in  the  Broadwaters,  Bucks. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  idea  which  prompted 
the  above  was  increased  trade  to  certain  hotels,  but 
I  do  know  t'  at  the  statements  made  are  misleading 
and  unjust. 

For  some  years  I  have  held  a  share  in  the  Broad- 
waters  fishing  and  paid  for  it,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  all  and  sundry  may  obtain  permission  from 
anyone  ex3ept  it  be  from  the  holder  of  the  water, 
who,  by  the  way,  does  not  keep  an  hotel. 

It  is  certainly  not  my  wish  to  prevent  brother 
anglers  Irom  pursuing  their  sport,  but  I  think,  Mr. 
Edit:)r,  that  if  you  were  the  oldest  shareholder  in  a 
fishing  of  this  kind,  and  found  some  morning  when 
you  wished  to  fish  that  the  only  three  swims  there 
were  wfre  occupied  by  three  parties  of  strangers, 
you  might  imagine  that  th  ngs  were  mt  exactly  a^s 
they  should  be,  especially  if  you  afterwards  dis- 
covered that  one  party  had  no  permit,  not  even  of 
a  shadowy  kind. 

As  Eom'i  of  your  readers  know  who  have  fished 
thia  way,  I  have  always  been  most  happy  in  aiding 
them  and  helping  them  to  sport,  but  it  is  obviously 
unfair  that  one  or  two  shareholders  should  be 
credited  with  the  power  of  granting  universal 
leave,  more  especially  when  there  is  a  flavour  of 
self  interest  about  the  matter. — Yours  truly. 

Old  Stratford,  David  Jones. 

Stony  Stratford. 


FISHING  AT  TONBRIDGE. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  bo  kind  enough  to  tell 
me  whether  there  is  any  free  fishing  at  Tonbridge, 
as  I  am  going  there  for  some  roach  and  I  don't 
want  to  get  into  trouble  fishing  in  preserved  water, 
and  would  you  kindly  tell  me  the  best  roach  bait 
for  Tonbridge  ? — Yours  truly,  T.  Jackson, 

[There  is  free  fishing  at  Tonbridge  by  walking 
about  three  miles  along  the  towpath  past  Hartlake 
Lock.  Water  from  town  to  Hartlake  Lock  can  be 
fished  for  6d.  a  day,  or  if  a  member  of  the  Central 
Association  free  on  producing  his  privilege  card. 
The  best  roach  bait  in  this  river  is  boiled  white 
wheat,  gentles,  paste  (King's  Natural),  or  bread- 
crust,  oftentimes  good.  The  Od.  day  tickets  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Bull  Hotel,  High-street,  on  the  way 
to  river,] 


FISHING  IN  THE  MEDWAY. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  desirous  of  fishing  the  River 
Medway  ;  can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
the  address  of  a  good  inn  or  private  house  where 
good  accommodation  can  be  obtained,  say  near 
East  Farleigh,  closn  to  the  liver?  Any  informa- 
tion will  be  thankfully  received  by — Yours  truly, 

C.  H.  Evans. 

[The  accommodation  at  East  Farleigh  is  very 
limited.  Should  suggest  that  Railway  Hotel, 
Wateringbury  (Host  Frowd),  would  suit  him;  his 
charges  are  reasonable,  and  is  within  twenty  paces 
of  river,  or  can  walk  to  East  Farleigh  in  fifteen 
minutes.  There  are  also  several  private  houses 
close  to  Wateringbury  Station  where  anglers  may 
be  lodged  at  a  fair  price;  the  boats  at  Watering- 
bury Biidge  are  let  at  very  moderate  prices.] 


MOTOR  BOATS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Sept,  3  I  notice  an 
article  under  the  heading,  "  A  Great  Future  for 
Motor  Boats." 

I  am  very  anxious,  if  possible,  to  get  a  reliable 
motor  to  fix  in  a  boat  which  I  use  for  fishing  on 
Lough  Corrib,  and  would  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
one  of  your  many  readers  would  kindly  let  me  know 
of  a  firm  which  supplies  motors  (not  electric)  of  thia 
sort. — Yours  truly,  Scbofe  Doig. 

Oughterard. 


CHUB  IN  TROUT  STREAM. 

Dear  Sib, — Out  trout  fishing  one  day  in  August, 
the  water  low  and  clear,  about  noon,  as  the  trout 
were  not  rising  T  sat  down  by  the  side  of  a  pool  to 
get  lunch.  Noticing  some  minnows  sporting  around, 
I  caught  seven  or  eight — of  course  large  ones — with 
a  scrap  of  worm  and  tiny  hook,  transferring  them 
as  caught  to  a  small  shallow  detached  part  of  the 
pool  hard  by.  I  put  a  minnow  on  ledger  and  threw 
into  middle  of  pool,  thinking  I  might  perhaps  get  a 
fair  trout.  Presently  the  float  gave  a  few  "  bobs," 
and  then  sailed  off ;  I  struck,  but  missed  the  fish. 
Putting  on  another  minnow,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
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, minutes  I  landed  a  6oz.  chub.  Another  minnow 
and  another  chub,  until  I  had  four  6oz.  chub  and 
one  of  Jib. 

Now,  if  these  small  chub  will  take  full-grown 
minnowB,  it  8eem3  to  me  that  the  chub  family, 
large  and  small,  must  destroy  a  vast  number  of 
trout  fry  and  even  yearlings,  for  the  chub  run  up 
to  31b.  and  41b.  in  weight,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
seem  to  be  on  the  increase  Netting  is  not  prac- 
ticable;  can  nothing  else  be  done  to  reduce  their 
numbers  ? — Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Q. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  T  have  landed  four 
more  6oz.  chub  in  one  fishing  on  sea-trout  flies. 

[We  will  send  "H.  S.  G."  particulars  of  a  plaa 
which  may  be  useful,  but  which  it  is  not  wise  to 
publish  for  fear  of  unfair  use  being  made  of  it. 
Chub  certainly  should  be  kent  down  in  a  trout 
water  as  they  are  cannibals. — Ed.] 


GROOVING  SHOT. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  just  returned  home  from  a 
visit  to  Scotland  of  some  weeks,  and  on  looking 
over  the  back  numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  was 
surprised  to  read  your  anonymous  correspondent's 
letter  (in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  27)  >n  reference 
to  mine  re  "Grooved  Shot."  He  has  evidently 
quite  m'sundfrstood  me. 

Of  course,  I  implied  a  small  tool,  suitable  for  the 
grooving  of  small  shot,  and  not  a  handsaw  such 
as  joiners  and  cabinet  makers  tiSB,  but  on  the  line 
of  a  jeweller's  tool.  I  pass  over  the  irreverent 
conclusion  of  your  anonymous  correspondent's 
letter. — Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Haeland. 

[Mr.  Harland  certainly  described  a  small  ordinary 
saw,  and  also  suggested  that  a  handsaw  might  be 
used  for  doing  the  work  wholesale.  I  am  afraid 
that  the  game  would  not  be  worth  the  candle  in 
any  case — that  is,  if  ready-made  shot  are  used  ; 
but  why  do  we  use  round  shot  ?  I  prefer  much  a 
weight  made  from  a  bit  of  square  lead  bar — you 
can  have  it  any  size  and  cut  off  as  much  or  as 
little  as  you  want.  The  advantage  is  that  you  can 
pinch  it  round  the  line  with  a  tweezers,  and  easily 
take  it  off,  and  it  does  not  roll  away  and  get  lost. 
If  a  groove  was  wanted  Mr.  Harland's  small  fine 
hand-paw  could  be  used  easily  on  a  length  of  square- 
shaped  lead,  and  the  latter  could  be  cut  off  in 
lengths  as  required.  The  small  bar  of  It^ad  can  be 
round  like  a  pencil  as  well  as  square. — Ed  ] 


LARGE  ROACH, 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  notes  in  reply 
to  an  Uxbridge  correspondent  re  the  roach  of  large 
proportions  caught  in  England,  it  might  iatprest 
him  to  know  that  I  hooked  and  landed  a  roach  of 
21b.  12oz.  in  the  rivef  Frays,  at  the  Cedars,  Cowley, 
Uxbridge,  in  September,  1891.  The  fish,  which 
was  a  most  beautiful  specimen,  was  set  up  by 
Briggs,  of  Uxbridge,  and  afterwards  renovated  by 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  of  Radnor-street.  If  I 
remember  rightly,  there  was  a  notice  of  same  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  that  year,  but  T  may  be  mis- 
taken.— Yours  truly,       H.  Habcotjrt  Vebden. 


WHAT  IS  THE  RECORD  WEIGHT  OF  ROACH 
TAKEN  IN  THREE  HOURS  ?  j 

Dear  Sib  — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  would  tell  me  what  is  the  largest  weight  of 
roach  caught  with  one  rod,  one  hook,  in  a  three 
hours'  fishing  match  ?  Also  where  caught  and  the 
quantity  of  fiflh  that  would  make  up  the  weight. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  Peabson, 

[Perhaps  our  Birmingham  correspondent  would 
kindly  say  what  weight  of  roach  was  taken  in  the 
three-hour  conteit  at  Abingdon  on  Sept.  12.] 


CABINET  FOR  SALMON  FLIES  WANTED, 

Dear  Sib, — Can  any  reader  recommend  a  cabinet 
or  case  to  keep,  say,  200  salmon  flies  in,  so  as  to  be 
easily  inspected  when  choosing  a  selection  of  flies  to 
take  with  one  of  a  morning  when  starting  to  fish, 
and  if  ao,  state  dimensions  and  where  to  be  had  ? 
I  do  not  mean  a  case  to  carry  in  one's  pocket  or 
fishing  bag,  but  that  one  could  have  in  one's 
portmanteau. — Yours  truly,  A  Reader. 


COARSE  FISH  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — Having  the  right  to  fish  in  an  old 
quarry,  50ft.  by  20ft.  by  8ft.  deep,  clean  water,  I 
should  like  to  stock  a  few  fish  in  same,  say  bream, 
perch,  roach,  len  .'h,  dace,  carp,  and  trout — that  is, 
if  you  think  they  will  live.  If  so,  I  shall  esteem  it 
a  favour  if  you  will  kindly  give  me  the  names  of  a 
few  dealers  in  these  kinds  of  fish  in  your  next  issue. 
— Yours  truly,  Robt.  Wbight. 

[I  should  advise  Mr.  Wright  to  try  a  few  tench 
and  rudd.  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  of  Caiator,  Lincoln- 
■bire,  sometimes  has  these  fish  for  sale. — Ed.] 


A  FORTNIGHT  S  HOLIDAY  AT  GROVE  ]i 
FERRY,  KENT. 

Dear  Sib, — Thinking  it  might  interest  some  of 
your  readers  I  send  a  short  account  of  a  recent 
visit  to  Grove  Ferry,  on  the  Kentish  Stour.  I  was 
introduced  to  the  river  keeper,  Mr.  J.  Kirby,  who 
handed  me  over  to  his  son,  who  is  one  of  the  best, 
knows  every  inch  of  the  water,  will  pilot  you  to 
the  best  swims,  and  fix  you  up  at  a  reasonable 
charge.  My  ground-bait  consisted  of  bread,  bran, 
and  stewed  barley,  with  honey  paste  for  hook  bait. 
I  fished  res;ularly  for  two  or  three  hours  each  night 
and  morning,  and  caught  on  an  avenge  between 
twenty  and  thirty  good  roach  a  day,  ranging;  from 
^Ib.  to  lib.  lOoz.  i  was  introduced  to  a  good  bream 
hole,  which  I  baited  up  thoroughly  for  some  days, 
but  when  I  went  to  fish  it  someone  else  weis  in  pos- 
session, and  captured  431b.  one  day  llar^est  4Jlb.), 
and  the  next  day  331b.  (largest  51b.).  I  should  like 
to  say  that  out  of  the  large  quantitv  of  fish  which 
1  caught  I  returned  all  but  a  few  I  had  cooked  in 
my  own  way.  I  saw  a  very  large  number  of  fish  left 
on  the  banks^by  anglers  who^did  not  intend  to  take 
them  home  with  them,  but  preferred  to  allow  them 
to  become  a  nubance  to  those  who  remained. 

The  best  way  to  cook  roach  is  as  follows  : — Well 
clean  the  fish,  layHhem  in  a  little  salt  and  water 
for  a  few  hours. '  Then  fry  a  few  rashers  of  fat 
bacon.  After  drying  the  fish  rub  a  little  fljur  ovjr 
them,  and  cook  in  bacon  fat. 

-1  The  best  way  to  fish  the  water  in  my  opinion  is  to 
fish  well  on  the  bottom,  using  a  rather  heavily 
shotted  line  and  a  long  gut  to  hook.  This  keeps  it 
down  and  causes  it  to  drag  along  the  bottom. 
Ground-bait  well  up-stream. 

Tickets  Is.  per  day,  33.  6d.  weekly,  and  7s.  6d. 
monthly ;  to  be  had  of  J.  Kirby,  keeper,  or  at 
the  railway  station  booking  office.  The  return 
privilege  ticket  is  78.  2d.  First-rate  accommodation 
may  be  had  at  Mrs.  Holland's,  4,  Grove-terrace, 
Upshot,  or  at  the  Royal  Oak,  Upshot.  I  hear  that 
the  fishing  is  just  now  very  good,  and  Hncerely 
hope  that  others  will  enjoy  equal  sport  and  pleasure 
to  that  of  yours  truly,  Victor  Wbigglesworth. 

THE  LATE  MR.  R.  T.  WILLIAMS. 

Dear  Sir, — A  correspondent  recently  asked 
where,  since  the  death  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Williams,  of 
Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  we  should 
get  our  hacklef.  May  I  inform  him  through  your 
columns  that  Mrs.  Williams  tells  me  she  is  con- 
tinuing the  business,  and  that  she  has  lately  sent 
me  some  excellent  hackles,  including  some  lovely 
Honey  Duns. — Yours  truly,  Dyed-Gallina. 


THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir, — The  directors  of  the  Crystal  Palace 
Company  have  decided  to  illuminate  the  tanks 
at  night,  and  hope  to  do  so  before  the  end  of 
September.  The  company  will  also  be  glad  to  have 
presents  of  fish  suitable  for  the  tanks  other  than 
pike  and  gold  and  silver  fish. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Thomas  (Curator). 


GOOD  SEA  ANGLING  ON  THE  COAST 
OF  CORNWALL. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  desirous  of  spending  a 
holiday  on  the  pea  coast  of  Cornwall,  I  phoutd  be 
grateful  to  any  of  your  correspondents  informing 
me  the  names  of  the  villages  from  which  good  sea 
angling  is  to  be  ha^l,  also  comfortable  rooms  at  a 
moderate  rate.  I  much  prefer  the  out  of  the  way 
villages  where  the  real  Cornish  life  among  the  fisher- 
folk  can  be  seen,  at  the  same  time  with  suitable 
accommodation  for  my  wife  an(J  young  daughter. — 
Yours  truly,  Denby, 


HOW  TO  PRESERVE  BAITS  IN  FORMALIN. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
tell  me  how  to  preserve  baits  in  formalin,  and  how 
much  water  to  add  to  the  formalin;  also,  is  an  air- 
tight bottle  necessaryj? — Yours  truly,      N.  F.  T. 

Edgbaston. 

[The  following  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Feb.  13.  1904: — "Thoroughly  clean  the  minnows 
from  all  glut  (by  placing  them  in  a  colander  and 
allowing  the  water  to  run  freely  over  them  from  the 
tap,  mixing  them  well  with  very  clean  hands). 
Have  ready  a  clean,  wide-mouthed  bottle ;  place, 
say,  three  dozen  in  ik,  then  add  as  much  water  so 
as  to  merely  cover  them,  adding  a  teaspoonful  of 
formalin.  After  lying  in  this  for  two  or  three  days 
only,  take  them  out  and  wipe  them  with  a  dry 
cloth;  again  clean  bottle  and  place  minnows  with 
same  quantity  of  water  and  one  half  teaspoonful, 
sealing  up  bottle  airtight  with  wax.  I  have  bait  in 
good  condition  which  were  cured  in  April,  1903. 
The  best  preparation  of  formalin  is  that  sold  by 
the  Formalin  Companv,  St.  Mary-at-hill,  London, 
E.C.  This  is  standardised,  and  contains  forty  per 
cent,  of  formic  aldehyde."i| 


COOPER'S  FANCY. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  reader  of  your  Fishing  Oazet 
I  see  in  ''Dotterel's"  killin;?  flies  each  week  od 
Cooper's  Fancy.  I  wrote  to  a  fishing  tackle  mak^ 
for  it,  and  he  do,e3  not  have  it  in  his  list  of  gener 
flies.  If  you  could  give  me  the  dressing  of  it  orj 
description  of  the  fly  you  would  much  oblige.4 
Yourd  truly,  T.  S,| 

Louhgelly,  Sept.  13. 

["T.  S."  should  write  to  Mr.  Cooper,  secretary 
the  Matloclt  and  Cromfoid  Angling  Associatio 
Matlock  Bath,  Derbyshire.     Mr.  Cooper  supplu 
flies  for  the  Derwent  and  Wye,  including  his  o» 
"  Fancy." — Ed.] 


THE  WIMBLEDON  LAKE  PIKE. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  Mr. 
Cliarles  Grass,  who  captured  the  191b.  lOoz.  pike  in 
Wimbledon  Lake,  would  kindly  say  whether  it  was 
taken  with  the  fly,  spinning,  or  live-baiting  ?  And 
oblige  -  Yours  truly,  T.  C.  P. 


ITEMS  IN  AN  EDITION  OF  WALTON  OF  1750. 

Dbab  Sia, — I  have  a  "Moses  Brown,"  1750,  and 
on  the  spare  leaves  are  written  several  items  which 
you  may  think  worth  recording. 

These  old  fishing  bDoks  and  remarks  that  have 
been  made  in  them  by  anglers  of  old,  who  hwe, 
alas !  passed  through  the  Great  Episode,  tend  to 
raise  the  gentlest  thoughts  and  stir  the  whisperings 
offrnemory. 

I  will  just  give  the  several  trifles  in  the  order  in 
which  they  come  in  the  book : — 

"Said  to  a  Lady  Having  a  Blood  Shot  Eye. 
"Then  let  it  be  said 

That  your  Eye  is  all  red: 
Nor  need  you,  my  Chloe,  be  moody,  j 
For  when  so  many  die 
By  the  stroke  of  that  Eye, 
No  wonder  the  weapon  is  bloody." 

"Wbitten  i.v  an  Inn  Window  at  Billingstroke, 
"  Give  m^  the  solid  girl,  the  grave,  the  Gay, 
The  same  to  Morrow  as  she  is  to  day. 
Adorned  wiih  every  grace,  goateel,  not  proud. 
Adored  by  me  and  envied  by  the  crowd; 
I  hate  that  silly  girl  that  ever  seeks  to  be 
Admired  by  every  fop  she  chance  to  see. 
"  Ampthi!l,  ;Bed3." 

Then  follow  three  names : — 
"B^pj.  Dumvill's  Book.      Benj.  Dumville. 
"Septr.  22,  1787.  Gus  Leber,  1789. 

"  Pattee  Aspray." 

"Verses  to  a  Young  Lady  Subscriber  to 
Db.  Fbee's  Lon'  Gedobaphy.    By  the 
Editor  of  the  Same. 

"  Accept,  fair  Nymph,  in  little  space  confined, 
The  world's  description  to  employ  your  mind. 
The  Key  of  history,  since  this  unfolds 
The  situation  which  each  country  holds. 
Whilst  that  discribes  their  genius  and  their  arts. 
And  the  vast  chances  which  peace  and  war  impartc 
Knowledge  like  this  extensive  will  create 
A  fine  amusement  in  your  single  state. 
But  if  the  cares  of  wedlock  be  your  lot 
You'll  then  transmit  the  wisdom  you  have  got, , 
And  a  troop  of  D'tons  will  be 
Taught  by  their  mother  what  was  taught  by  mo»| 

"  A  SoNNETT  Written  at  a  Monastery. 
"  Poor  man,  thv  course  of  life  is  sadly  run. 
Counting  the  hours  that  heavy  o'er  thee  fly. 
And  watching  with  a  melanoholv  eye 
The  lingering  shadows  of  the  tedious  sun. 
Thou  little  knowest  at  morn's  retumine. 
To  wake  with  pulse  high  beating  with  delisht 
For  new  gained  fame  or  range  with  spirit  light. 
The  mingled  labours  of  the  coming  day. 
But  oft  within  the  midnight  aisle  art  found 
Looking  with  anguish  on  the  moon's  pale  bearna, 
Whioh  brings  to  mind  thy  Home  and  native 

streams 

Where,  when  life's  opening  prospects  brightened 
round 

In  secret  transport  to  her  softened  blaze. 
Thou  told'st  thy  fancied  joys  of  future  days." 
— Yours  truly,  Rodt.  Cbabtbee. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Cra^tree.  The  1750  Walton 
was  the  first  edited  by  Moses  Brown,  who  wan 
advised  to  do  it  by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  who  wns  » 
great  admirer  of  Walton,  and  at  one  time  intended 
to  have  written  his  life.  There  is  not  an  atom  of 
truth  in  the  old  libel  about  aneling  so  oftW»i 
attributed  to  Dr.  Johnson.  He  never  wrote  it  nor 
said  it. — Ed.] 

{Several  letUra  are  vnavoiddbly  held  over,) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Loch  Leven. 

In  my  absence  unfortunately  "  Special  Scotch  J' 
made  one  of  his  random  statements,  which  seemed 
destined  to  sever  his  connection  with  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  He  said  that  Loch  Leven  is  "spoiled  with 
weed  and  pike."  A  correspondent  points  out  that 
this  is,  of  course,  grossly  untrue,  and  at  the  very 
time  of  his  writing  the  Fishing  Gazette  reports  of 
the  takes  of  trout  in  August  prove  them  to  have 
been  equal  to  any  takes  in  the  past.  He  also  says 
that  the  "weed"-  has  almost  disappeared,  and  the 
pike,  now  without  its  shelter,  have  been  so  well 
cleaned  out  that  the  highest  weight  now  caught 
does  not  exceed  a  pound  per  fish.  While  much 
regretting  that  "  Special  Scotch's  "■  absurdly 
untrue  statement  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
I  am  very  glad  to  give  this  very  encouraging 
information  respecting  the  greatly  improved  pros- 
pects of  the  famous  lake. 

Hooks  for  Roach  and  for  Coarse  Fish  Generally. 

Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams  and  Co.,  of  10,  Great 
Queen-street,  London,  W.G.,  have  always  had  a 
large  demand  among  roach  anglers  for  their 
celebrated  Crystal  roach  hooks.  They  have  a 
"new  pattern,"-  which  I  think  roach  anglers  will 
appreciate ;  it  is  not  that  there  is  much  difference 
in  the  shape,  but  extra  care  is  taken  with  the 
all-important  point.  The  points  in  their  new 
attem  Crystal  hooks  are  filed  up  and  finished  by 
and  in  a  special  manner  which  has  the  effect  of 
greatly  improving  their  penetrative  power.  They 
are  made  in  all  sizes  from  1  to  14,  mounted  on 
extra  long  gut,  drawn  or  undrawn  as  required. 
They  hav^  given  great  satisfaction  to  anglers  for 
roach,  chub,  barbel,  etc.,  and  can  be  confidently 
recommended,  and  are  well  worth  the  small  extra 
cost.  Many  thousands  of  fish  are  lost  because  the 
hook  was  too  blunt  to  go  in  over  the  barb ; 
consequently  when  you  strike  you  just  feel  the 
fish  is  on  for  a  second  or  so  and  then  it  is  gone — 
moral,  feel  the  point  of  your  hook  when  this 
happens,  or,  better  still,  see  the  point  is  really 
sharp  before  you  begin  fishing.  Only  the  other 
day  I  found  I  was  missing  a  good  many  bites. 
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although  the  fish  could  be  at  times  felt  for  a 
moment,  and  I  found  the  point  of  the  small  roach 
hook  had  got  blunted  against  some  hard  substance. 
Full  particulars  of  Messrs.  Williams'  special  hooks 
for  roach,  etc.,  and  of  their  excellent  rods  and 
tackle  for  all  other  kinds  of  fish,  will  be  found  in 
their  well-illustrated  little  pocket  price  list,  which 
they  send  post  free  to  anglers  who  write  to  them 
for  it.  On  the  front  page  is  a  measure  which  is 
very  useful  in  many  ways.  Some  day  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  sizes  of  hooks  will  be  given  in  incheS  or 
centimetres,  and  not  in  numbers  which  tell  nothing, 
inasmuch  as  if  you  order  a  No.  14  hook,  you  may 
get  one  half  an  inch  long  or  one  an  inch  and  a  half 
long.  As  regards  some  recent  correspondence 
about  split  shot  breaking  the  teeth,  Messrs. 
Williams  say  that  this  is  only  the  case  where  some 
hard  composition  is  used.  As  shot  cutters  for 
sixty  years,  they  would  not  think  of  selling  such 
hard  shot  for  use  by  anglers. 

Since  this  was  written,  Mr.  Wilhams  called  to 
show  me  a  new  rod  ring  which  he  has  patented. 
The  novelty  claimed  for  it  is  that,  being  made  of 
two  wires  (which  can  be  of  any  material — steel, 
German  silver,  phosphor  bronze,  etc.),  there  are 
four  ends  or  feet  for  whipping  the  ring  to  the  rod, 
and  yet  no  brazing  is  required,  the  ring  being 
formed  by  twisting  the  wire  ;  this  must  be  stronger 
than  rings  in  which  the  side  supports  are  brazed 
on.  This  form  of  ring  is  also  specially  useful  for 
holding  the  porcelain  or  steel  grooved  revolving 
rings;  the  drawback  is  that  there  is  nothing  to 
throw  off  the  line  (as  the  rings  stand  out  at  a  sharp 
right  angle)  and  prevent  it  catching  round  the 
rings  in  casting.  Mr.  Wilhams  showed  me  a  very 
taking  spHt-cane  rod,  9ft.  6in.,  with  these  rings,  all 
made  with  his  own  hands.  Although  weighing 
nearly  8oz.,  it  is  a  very  light  rod  to  use,  as  the 
weight  is  the  soUd  reel  seat  which  balances  the  rod. 

Earl  Cairns  on  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tay. 

As  will  be  seen  from  his  letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  Dundee  Advertiser  quoted  in  another  column. 
Earl  Cairns,  who  has  fished  the  Tay  for  some  years, 
is  in  favour  of  a  later  extension  of  the  rod  season, 
his  view  being  that  the  fish  run  later  now  than 
formerly.  It  surely  should  be  the  condition  of  the 
fish  which  should  settle  all  such  questions.  As 
long  as  the  great  majority  of  the  fish  caught  are 
in  a  condition  in  which  it  is  fair  and  sportsmanlike 
to  take  them,  then  the  close  time  need  not  yet 
commence.  The  Earl  is  a  good  sportsman,  but  we 
all  know  that  some  anglers  do  not  hesitate  to  bag 
fish  which  ought  to  be  protected — if  not  by  law, 
then  by  their  condition. 

Hackles  for  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies. 

Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  of  31,  RydaU-street,  Holbeck, 
Leeds,  sends  me  some  samples  of  the  natural 
hackles  he  sells  suitable  for  trout  and  grayUng  flies 
of  all  sizes,  including  00.  I  think  many  amateur 
fly  dressers  would  be  glad  to  get  some  of  them,  as 
the  majority  are  good,  both  in  shape  and  colour. 
He  says : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Re  inquiries  for  hackles,  I  supply 
all  colours  and  all  sizes,  and  shall  have  supply  of 
Duns  and  Honey  Duns  during  winter  season.  My 
prices  will  be  quoted  in  the  advertisements  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  have  450  gross  of  various 
colours  for  disposal,  and  will  send  samples  on 
application  from  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.''''' 

m  

Those  Big  Blagdon  Reservoir  Trout. 

Writing  to  me  from  Lloyds  Bank,  Bath,  on 
Sept.  18,  Mr.  Leonard  C.  Hare  says:  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  Mr.  WHte's  communi- 
cation in  your  issue  of  Sept.  17,  and  you  might 
like  to  know  I  have  fished  this  water  twice,  on 
Sept.  2  and  13.  On  each  occasion  I  got  three  fish, 
namely,  on  Sept.  2,  71b.,  51b.  14oz.,  and  31b.  4oz., 
and  on  Sept.  13,  81b.  8oz.,  61b.,  and  31b.  My 
81b.  8oz.  fish  therefore  supersedes  Mr.  White's 
81b.  loz.,  and  takes  rank  as  the  third  biggest  fish 
got  on  the  water,' unless  anything  larger  was  caught 
on  Sept.  14  or  15,  when  the  season  closed.  The 
dimensions  were  21Jin.  from  eye  to  'fork  of  tail, 
25in.  over  all,  girth  19in.,  a  cock  fish,  and  the 
keeper  said  the  thickest  for  weight  he  had  seen 
taken;  it  is  now  in  Cooper's  hands  for  preservation, 
together  with  the  two  others  weighing  71b.  and 
51b.  14oz.  You  can  make  what  use  you  like  of 
this  letter. '- 

I  congratulate  Mr.  Hare,  His  SJlb,  fish  was 
taken  after  Mr.  White  had  sent  his  note  about  his 
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fish  taken  on  Sept.  7  and  8.  I  suppose  these  grand 
flush  were  not  killed  on  treble  nought  dry  flies  ? 
What  food  do  these  fine  fish  get  which  agrees  with 
them  so  well  ? 


Hoarder's  "  New  Swivel  Boat-Shape  Lead." 

Messrs.  Hoarder  write:  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Allow  us  to  thank  you  for  your 
candid  opinion  of  our  '  New  Swivel  Boat-Shape 
Lead.'  We  should  have  rather  you  had  given  it  a 
trial  before  expressing  an  opinion,  for  we  have  found 
that  an  ounce  of  practice  is  better  than  a  pound  of 
theory.  The  lead  was  made  expressly  to  do  what 
you  find  fault  with  it  for,  as  we  find  that  the  strain 
on  a  line,  whether  twisted  or  not.  in  towing  will 
always  kink  it  when  brought  in  the  boat  unless 
there  is  a  swivel,  or  an  arrangement  Uke  our  new 
lead.  The  trace  swivel  below  the  lead  keeps  all 
twist  from  the  spinner.  We  trust  you  will  allow  us 
to  explain  this.'i 

I  give  an  illustration  of  Messrs.  Hoarder's  lead. 
As  the  wire  on  which  the  lead  is  suspended  is  not 
fixed  in  any  way  the  effect  is  that  it  turns  round 
just  as  a  line  does  in  a  pipe  lead.    In  sending  it 


Messrs.  Hoarder  said :  "  By  having  the  wire  loose 
through  the  top  of  the  lead  it  keeps  it  in  one 
position  whilst  being  towed,  and  it  also  acts  as  a 
swivel,  so  that  any  twist  that  may  be  in  the  Une 
soon  adjusts  itself.  .  .  .  The  axis  being  loose 
enables  you  to  feel  the  slightest  touch  of  a  small 
fish,  as  it  has  not  to  pull  the  weight  of  the  lead.'- 

It  is  a  Uttle  absurd  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Hoarder 
to  insinuate  that  I  did  not  try  it  before  criticising 
it.  I  did  try  it,  and  found  exactly  what  I  expected 
— namely,  that  as  the  wire  revolves  in  the  lead  it 
cannot  "  act  as  a  swivel ;  it  is,  in  fact,  turned 
round  with  the  rest  of  the  line.  How  can  a  bit  of 
wire  with  a  loop  at  each  end  on  a  Une  "  act  as  a 
swivel''  and  "adjust  any  twist."  Now  Messrs. 
Hoarder  say  that  the  trace  swivel  below  the  lead 
keeps  all  twist  from  the  spinner.  By  this  I  presume 
they  mean  that  the  swivel  below  the  lead  takes  up 
the  twist  imparted  by  the  spinner.  This  seems  to 
contradict  what  they  say  above — namely,  that 
their  new  lead  "  acts  as  a  swivel  and  causes  twist 
in  the  line  to  adjust  itself."  There  are  several 
boat-shaped  leads  on  the  market  with  swivels 
attached  which  prevent  kinking,  including  Mr. 
Pennell's,  Messrs.  Little's  "  Anti-Kinker  "  sea  lead, 
and  others.  Of  course,  where  a  spinner  is  used 
which  spins  freely  on  a  wire  axis,  in  theory  it  ought 
not  to  impart  twist  to  the  fine,  but  in  practice 
in  sea  fishing  when  a  bit  of  weed  clogs  it  it  has  to 
turn  the  wire  as  well,  and  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  prevent  kinking  without  a  fixed  lead  being  hung 
below  the  line,  which  forces  the  swivels  below  it  to 
act.  If  Messrs.  Hoarder  can  convince  me  that  I 
am  wrong,  I  shall  gladly  admit  it. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


"  The  Sea  Fishing  Industry  of  England  and 
Wales  "  is  the  title  of  a  new  work  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo,  F.R.G.S.,  F.Z.S.,  in  which  he  gives  a  popular 
account  of  the  historical  development  and  present 
condition  of  the  sea  fisheries  and  fishing  ports  of 
those  countries.  Fish  culture,  methods  employed 
in  taking  the  fish,  distribution,  and  legislation  are 
some  of  the  aspects  of  the  subject  dealt  with,  and 
the  book  is  illustrated  with  a  fisheries  map  of 
England  and  Wales  and  numerous  photographs, 
taken  chiefly  by  the  author  during  a  tour  of  the 
ports.  It  will  be  pubhshed  immediately  by  ilr. 
Edward  Stanford,  12,  13,  and  14,  Long  Acre, 
London,  W.C. 

Winning  Pictures  in  the  Kodak  CoMPETiTioNi 
— We  have  received  from  the  Kodak  Company  a 
booklet  containing  half-tone  reproductions  of  some 
of  the  winning  pictures  of  the  Grand  £100  Kodak 
Amateur  Competition,  which  are  on  view  at  the 
Kodak  Gallery,  40,  Strand.  Although  half-tone 
blocks  c£tn  never  quite  equal  the  beauty  of  a  print 
direct  from  the  original  negative,  those  reproduc- 
tions are  very  good,  and  abundantly  prove  how 
much  latent  talent  was  brought  out  by  the  com- 
petition; Some  of  the  pictures  are  so  good  as  to 
look  more  like  reproductions  from  paintings  than 
direct  photographs^ 
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EEGAEDING  FLOATS  AND  THE 
WAY   IN    "WHICH  THEY  AKE 
ATTACHED  TO  THE  LINE. 
By  Baron  Paul  Tchekkassov. 


NoTwiTHSTANDiNQ  the  numerous  improvements 
that  have  been  made  in  floats  in  the  course  of  the 
last  twenty-five  years,  there  has  been  practically 
no  alteration  effected  in  the  principle  of  connecting 
them  with  the  line;  the  latter  is  secured  at  or  near 
to  both  ends  of  the  float  (usually  near  to  the  top 
and  at  the  bottom  end).  The  wire  eye  at  the 
bottom  and  the  quill  cap  at  the  top  still  may  be 
considered  as  the  most  generally  adopted  combina- 
tion, just  as  it  was  when  I  began  my  angling 
career,  and  as  my  anghng  outfit  at  the  time  was 
considerably  superior  to  that  of  the  local  anglers,  it 


all  cases  it  is  the  bottom  end  of  the  float  only  that 
is  secured  to  the  line.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
did  not  at  the  time  grasp  the  advantages  offered 
by  this  style  of  securing  the  float  to  the  line.  I 
was  young,  somewhat  conceited — novices  generally 
are,  more  or  less — and  had  a  good  many  lessons  to 
learn  yet.  Nevertheless,  the  "  bottom  connection  " 
made  a  certain  impression  upon  my  mind,  and  I 
used  to  wonder  now  and  then,  when  thinking  of  it, 
why  so  many  first-rate  anglers  in  Moscow  and  its 
neighbourhood  persisted  in  using  this  style,  some 
of  its  inconveniences  notwithstanding  (among 
others,  the  difficulty  of  altering  the  position  of  the 
float  on  the  line,  especially  when  using  a  fine 
undressed  silk  line,  the  unravelling  of  the  half- 
hitches  being  a  sore  trial  under  these  circumstances). 
All  my  attempts  to  elicit  something  like  satisfactory 
information  on  this  point  failed.  I  was  told  that 
"  it  works  better  than  with  top  and  bottom  con- 
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is  but  natural  that  I  did  not  give  much  attention 
to  the  details  of  their  outfits,  or  thought  to  the 
"whys  and  wherefores"  of  some  of  the  latter's 
peculiarities.  It  was  only  later— some  time  in 
1879— that  I  happened  to  notice  one  pecuUarity  of 
the  Moscow  anglers'  outfit— the  float  from  poplar 
bark  (Po-pulus  nigra,  "  Osokor  ")  secured  to  the  line 
by  the  bottom  end  only.  Fig.  1  of  tracing  I.  gives  the 
outline  of  this  "  standard '-  float.  It  is  a  kind  of 
"  inverted  snake-head  shape."  The  line,  threaded 
through  a  more  or  less  slanting  canal  provided  in  the 
thick  bottom  part  of  the  float,  is  secured,  by  means 
of  one  or  two  half -hitches,  to  the  slightly  "  mush- 
roomed"- bottom  projection  of  the  float.  Some- 
limes  this  projection  is  made  of  a  cylindrical  sha})e, 
and  encased  in  a  bit  of  quill,  with  a  quill  cap  to 
secure  the  line  to  it.  Not  a  few  anglers  simply 
secure  the  line  to  the  bottom  projection  of  the  float 
without  threading  the  Une  through  the  float,  but  in 


nection,"  "it  is  more  sensitive,"  The  S-'why- 
remained  a  mystery  to  me. 

After  a  prolonged  sojourn  in  the  province  of 
Saratov  and  in  the  city  of  Kazan,  I  was  transferred, 
in  1892,  to  Moscow.  Here  I  expected  to  enjoy 
some  "fine"  fishing  with  the  travelling  float,  a 
style  to  which  I  am  extremely  partial,  and  which  I 
had  used  with  signal  success  on  the  Moskva  in  1879 
and  in  1881.  It  goes  without  saying  that  my 
float  (cork  and  porcupine,  thin  barrel  shape)  was 
secured  to  the  line  in  the  orthodox  fashion — top 
and  bottom;  the  whole  of  the  tackle  was  Al,  but 
somehow  things  did  not  work  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction. I  was  missing  many  more  bites  than  I  con- 
sidered admissible  for  an  "old  hand"  at  the  game. 
My  first  thought  was  that  I  had  lost  the  quickness 
of  eye  and  of  hand  necessary  for  traveller-fishing 
on  the  Moskva  (the  fish  of  this  river  are  highly 
educated,  and  bite  remarkably  cautiously),  or  that 


my  sight  had  suffered  so  much  from  the  numerous 
attacks  of  influenza  with  which  I  have  had  to  battle 
in  Kazan  that  I  did  not  notice  the  initial  stage  of 
the  fine  bites,  and  struck  too  late.  Spectacles  were 
resorted  to,  but  still  the  results  continued  unsatis- 
factory. Then  the  thought  dawned  upon  me  that 
perhaps  something  might  not  be  quite  right  with 
my  tackle,  and  by-and-by  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  might  be  worth  my  while  to  try  the  "  bottom 
connection"  for  the  float.  The  results  proved 
conclusively  that  this  was  a  move  in  the  right 
direction,  and  I  have  used  it  successfully  since,  not 
only  when  traveller-fishing,  but  in  all  cases  when 
fishing  with  the  float  not  under  the  point  of  the  rod, 
but  some  considerable  distance  away  from  it.  When 
the  float  is  kept  under  the  point  of  the  rod,  as  in 
roach  fishing  with  a  long  rod,  I  do  not  find  that  the 
style  of  connecting  the  float  to  the  line  i?  of 
importance. 

Figs.  2,  3,  4,  and  5  of  accompanying  tracing 
show  the  different  styles  of  "bottom-connections  . 
which  I  have  used.  Figs.  2  and  3  show  the  adap- 
tation  of  an  auxiliary  wire  eye  at  some  distance 
above  the  bottom-eye  of  the  float,  with  and  with- 
out quill  cap;  Fig.  4  shows  a  more  complicated 
contrivance,  which  I  call  the" oscillating-cy Under" 
arrangement.  I  consider  it  the  best  of  those  I 
have  evolved  up  to  now,  but  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  it  proved  too  complicated  for  wholesale 
production;  nevertheless  I  shall  give  a  detailed 
description  of  my  modus  operandi,  so  as  to  enable 
enterprising  brothers  of  the  angle  to  get  up  such 
floats  for  their  own  use  and  give  them  a  fair  trial. 
The  materials  I  used  were  these:  A  piece  of  qnill, 
slightly  tapering,  with  a  wooden  plug  fitted  into  it ; 
a  hole  had  been  bored  carefully  across  the  wood 
and  its  casing  of  quill,  and  a  wire  eye  had  been 
secured  firmly  to  the  upper  (thicker)  end  of  the 
plug.  Now,  a  bit  of  brass  wire  (aluminium  is  still 
more  pleasant  to  use  for  similar  work)  was  let 
through  the  canal  bored  across  the  plug,  so  as  to 
enable  the  latter  to  revolve  quite  freely  on  it,  even 
when  wet ;  this  wire  was  bent  into  the  shape  illus- 
trated (something  like  a  "  stirrup-shape  " ),  its  ends 
were  flattened  out  and  whipped  firmly  to  the 
bottom  end  of  an  ordinary  taper  barrel  float.  The 
line  was  rove  through  the  wire  eye  at  the  top  of 
the  "oscillating"  plug,  and  secured  to  it  by  means 
of  a  quill  cap.  On  account  of  the  slightly  tapering 
shape  of  the  plug,  broad  and  upward,  the  quill 
cap  is  not  loosened  by  the  jerk  of  the  line  when 
striking,  but,  if  anything,  pulled  tighter. 

Fig.  5  illustrates  a  less  elaborate  "  oscillating " 
arrangement;  a  piece  of  waterproof  plaited  line  is 
threaded  lengthways  through  a  piece  of  the  stem  of 
a'feather,  stouter  end  towards  the  loop,  the  ends  of 
the  line  being  simply  knotted  so  as  to  prevent  the 
loop  from  being  pulled  out.  In  this  case  there  is 
no  necessity  to  add  the  wire  eye,  the  line  being  run 
through  the  loop,  and  secured  by  means  of  a  quill 
cap.  This  is  a  makeshift,  but  a  very  convenient 
one  I  have  found  it  to  be,  the  more  so  as  all  the 
necessary  materials  generally  are  at  hand  at  th& 
riverside. 

A  "shder"  float  can  be  made  on  the  same  prio; 
ciple,  simply  by  the  addition  of  a  wire  eye  at  th< 
bottom  end  of  the  plug. 

As  stated  above,  the  "  bottom -coimection  "  wa< 
taken  up  by  me  in  a  kind  of  "groping"  about  ii 
the  dark  and  "feeling"  my  way;  theoretica 
considerations  in  its  favour,  there  were  none 
But,  later  on,  after  having  used  it  successfully  foi 
some  time,  I  began  to  think  out  a  theory  regardin| 
it;  whether  that  which  I  have  worked  out  is  i 
correct  one  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  Anyway,  her< 
it  is,  and,  Mr.  Critic,  kindly  "spare  the  rod,'-  evenr 
at  the  risk  of  "  spoiling  this  child ! 

In  the  rough  tracing  II.,  the  lines  A  B  D  and 
A  C  D  represent  the  connection  between  the 
hook  D  and  the  top  of  the  rod  A  ;  the  line  A  D 
represents  the  direct  connection  between  the  hook 
D  and  the  top  of  the  rod  A.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  can  be  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the  advantage 
of  transmitting  the  strike  to  the  hook  in  a  straight, 
unbroken  line,  whether  in  a  vertical  or  itt  a  slanting 
direction ;  therefore,  I  consider  ^  D  as  the  ideal 
fine  of  transmission.  Furthermore,  I  think  it  is 
obvious  that,  once  there  must  be  a  certain  deviation 
from  this  straight  line,  it  is  essential  to  avoid 
as  much  as  possible  sharp  angles;  and  the  angle 
formed  by  the  "top  and  bottom'-  connection  of 
the  float  to  the  line  at  jB  in  4  D  is  sharper  than 
the  angle  formed  by  the  "  bottom '-'  connection  at 
C  in  A  C  D.  Assuming  the  line  A  D  to  represent 
the  ideal  line  of  transmission,  h  and  c  will  represent 


September  24,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


225 


the  points  to  which  the  top  and  bottom  ends  of 
the  float  B  C  must  be  drawn  in  striking  in  order 
to  obtain  the  same  conditions  as  when  striking  in 
tiie  direction  A  D.  It  will  be  obvious  that  in  the 
case  of  the  "top  and  bottom"'  connection  of  the 
float  to  the  Hne  the  former  will  offer  a  certain 
amount  of  lateral  resistance  to  the  water,  this 
amount  depending  largely  on  the  shape  and  length 
of  the  float  and  the  strength  of  the  current ;  and  it 
will  be  obvious,  too,  that,  cceleris  paribus,  the  amount 
of  resistance  offered  by  the  float  when  being 
drawn  under  the  water  in  the  direction  of  C  c  will  be 
practically  nil.  On  the  other  hand,  with  "top  and 
bottom  "  connection  there  is  another  disadvantage 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Presuming  the  bait 
to  be  in  the  fish's  mouth  at  the  moment  of  striking, 
.  the  line  below  the  float  is  "  bellied  "•  out  by  the 
current,  thus  creating  another  disadvantageous 
i  condition  not  iinlikely  to  affect  the  elSciency  of 
the  strike  in  an  unfavourable  manner.  "  Grau, 
Freund,  ist  alle  Thecrie/"  is  a  very  popular  saying 
with  the  Germans  ;  this  is  certainly  a  specimen  of 
"grey  theory."  and  as  such  I  leave  it  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  brother  anglers. 

In  concluding  this  rather  lengthy  article  it  may 
not  come  amiss  to  mention  two  more  advantages 
of  the  "oscillating"  plug  connection.  In  the  first 
place,  I  find  that  floats  fitted  with  it  are  much 
more  easily  extricated  out  of  weeds  when  taken 
into  these  by  a  fish,  a  contingency  not  always  to 
be  avoided ;  in  the  second  place,  they  greatly 
faciUtate  the  use  of  the  clearing  ring,  which  with 
the  "  top  and  bottom  "  connection  usually  proves 
unable  to  sUde  over  the  float.  Of  course,  I  use  the 
clearing  ring  under  very  exceptional  conditions 
only,  as  in  most  cases  I  find  it  more  advantageous 
to  break  the  gat  by  a  steady,  even  pull  on  the  line 
than  to  spoil  the  swim  by  pottering  about  it  with 
a  clearing  ring,  but  there  are  cases  when  one  is 
compelled  to  use  it,  and  it  is  just  as  well  to  be  able 
to  use  it  eflSciently  when  it  proves  necessary. 

FLY-PISHING  ON  SOME  OF  THE 
SOUTHEEN  CHALK  STKEAMS.* 
By  H.  .S.  Hall. 

(Concluded  from  page  209.) 
PART  II.— continued. 

Sometimes  on  reaching  the  riverside  the  angler 
will  find  the  water  all  in  a  turmoil  with  feeding  fish. 
At  first  sight  it  appears  as  if  the  trout  had  forsaken 
their  quiet,  cautious  habits,  and  were  rushing  wildly 
about  from  side  to  side,  taking  a  fly  here,  another 
there,  and  so  on,  never  wandering  more  than  a  yard 
or  two,  but  restlessly  bulging  and  splashing  from 
side  to  side.  It  looks  as  if  such  fish  were  mad  for 
any  fly  that  was  offered  ;  but  it  is  not  so  at  all. 
They  are  feeding  on  the  larvaj  as  they  rise  from  the 
bottom,  and  will  probably  have  nothing  to  say  to 
the  angler's  choicest  fly.  The  fish  seem  to  know 
instinctively  that,  if  they  are  not  very  quick  when 
the  larva  rises  to  the  surface,  the  fly  will  immediately 
emerge  and  take  ying,  leaving  nothing  behind  but 
an  empty  case,  and  hence  those  violent  rushes  from 
side  to  side.  Many  a  time  have  I  been  utterly 
baffled  by  these."  bulgers,"  and  I  think  many  anglers 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  generally  most  difficult 
to  make  a  bag  when  the  trout  are  all  feeding  on 
larva)  and  paying  no  attention  to  flies.  To  nip  the 
wings  off  the  fly  and  fish  wet  will  occasionally 
succeed  ;  but  the  larva  of  a  dun,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, is  not  in  the  least  like  one  of  our  hackle  flies, 
ami.  though  these  answer  well  enough  in  rapid 
sticklss,  they  won't  pass  muster  as  correct  imitations 
of  rising  larvae  in  water  which  is  comparatively  still 
and  unbroken.  Perhaps  the  best  general  plan  to 
adopt  in  a  case  like  this  is  to  choose  some  rather 
bright,  attractive  fly,  and  keep  whipping  over  the 
feeding  fish.  A  medium-sized  "  Wickham's  Fancy  " 
is  as  good  as  anything  for  this  purpose,  as  it  floats 
well,  and  is  pretty  sure  to  attract  the  trout's 
wandering  eye  sooner  or  later.  Indeed,  the  Wick- 
ham  sometimes  does  wonders,  and  it  is  always  worth 
a  trial  when  other  flies  fail.  For  grayling  it  is 
one  of  the  very  bast  fancy  flies  that  can  possibly 
be  used,  and  I  should  never  consider  myself  properly 
equipped  without  at  least  two  sizes  of  this  fly. 

Some  people  seem  to  think  that  when  they  have 
spfjtterl  a  big  fish,  the  proper  thing  is  to  stick  to 
hira  until  they  kill  him  or  put  him  down.  But 

•  Reprinted  by  Mr.  Hall's  permission  from  the 
Ftthinrj  Gazette  of  March  17,  1883. 


when  the  fish  are  shy  this  is  sometimes  a  very 
mistaken  practice;  If  the  fly  is  fairly  put  several 
times  over  a  rising  fish,  and  it  floats  naturally 
without  dragging,  and  the  fish  makes  no  response, 
try  him  with  another  pattern  ;  but  if  ho  rises  and 
refuse^  leave  him  altogether  undisturbed  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  at  least,  and  don't  try  him  with 
anything  until  you  see  him  feeding,  then  come 
cautiously  and  try  a  new  fly.  If  this  does  not 
succeed,  give  him  another  rest,  and  so  on.  There 
is  no  rule,  however,  without  an  exception,  and  I 
remember  one  instance  where  an  angler  at  Win- 
chester spent  a  whole  summer  morning  over  a  IJlb. 
trout,  and  killed  him  at  last  with  a  small  Governor, 
after  having  tried  thirteen  different  flies.  It  was, 
probably,  some  such  incident  as  this  that  suggested 
Thomson's  description  of  "  the  monarch  of  the 
brook  -'  : — 

Long  time  he,  following  cautious,  scans  the  fly. 
And  oft  attempts  to  seize  it,  but  as  oft 
The  dimpled  water  speaks  his  jealous  fear  ; 
At  last,  while  haply  o'er  the  shaded  sun 
Passes  a  cloud,  he  desperate  takes  the  death. 

One  more  special  feature  of  the  chalk  streams 
must  be  mentioned  before  I  conclude.  On  many 
rivers  fly-fishing  in  the  daytime  may  be  said  to  be 
practically  over  by  the  middle  of  June,  and  anglers 
who  wish  to  make  a  bag  have  to  resort  to  the  worm 
on  Stewart  tackle  when  the  water  is  low  and  bright, 
and  the  minnow  when  it  is  clearing  after  a  flood. 
On  the  best  southern  waters  nothing  but  fly  is 
allowed  at  any  season,  and  the  angler  who  cannot 
use  the  fly  with  success  must  confess  himself  beaten. 
But  if  he  is  not  quite  a  novice,  and  can  fish  the  dry 
fly  fairly  well,  there  is  always  a  chance  of  sport  as 
long  as  there  is  a  rising  fish  to  be  found,  and  it  is 
not  often  that  a  summer  day  passes  without  a  good 
sprinkling  of  flies  at  some  time  or  other.  Of  course 
it  is  very  much  more  difficult  to  outwit  a  big  trout 
on  a  hot,  cloudless  day  than  it  is  at  the  beginning 
of  the  season  :  the  fish  are  not  only  in  their  zenith 
of  strength  and  vigour,  but  they  are  far  shyer  and 
more  difficult  to  approach,  and  with  the  smaller 
flies  and  finer  tackle  the  risk  of  breakage  is  greater, 
especially  when  the  weedy  condition  of  the  rivers 
is  taken  into  account.  But  "  where  there  is  no 
difficulty,  there  is  no  credit,"  and  with  the  wider 
scope  for  skilful  manipulation  there  is  additional 
pleasure  and  zest  in  the  sport.  Some  of  the  very 
best  sport  I  have  ever  had  has  been  under  a  blazing 
sun  in  August  on  a  strange  river,  though,  as  a  rule, 
the  fish  do  not  rise  well  anywhere  when  the  sun  is 
most  powerful.  Still,  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon  to 
have  a  heavy  rise  from  ten  to  one  o'clock,  or  there- 
abouts ;  and  anglers  who  keep  well  out  of  sight, 
fishing  upstream  with  very  fine  tackle,  frequently 
get  excellent  sport  where  a  bungler  would  scare 
every  fish  he  cast  over.  At  such  times  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  within  casting  distance  of  a  good 
fish  if  the  angler  stands  erect  on  the  bank  ;  and  as 
I  am  constantly  crouching  and  crawling,  I  find  it  a 
very  good  plan  to  have  my  wading  stockings  made 
with  an  extra  thickness  at  the  knees.  I  strongly 
recommend  others  to  try  it  if  they  have  not  already 
taken  the  hint  given  in  the  Field  two  years  ago. 

After  a  very  hot  summer's  day  the  evening  fishing 
is  generally  very  good,  and,  where  it  can  be  managed,' 
a  good  programme  for  the  day  may  be  made  as 
follows  :— Get  to  the  riverside  about  ten  o'clock, 
not  later  ;  fish  on  till  one  or  two,  then  home  again 
for  rest  and  refreshment,  and  be  back  by  the  river 
at  some  time  between  5.30  and  seven  o'clock.  In 
August  the  rise  will  not  fairly  begin  before  seven, 
but  during  the  last  half  of  September  it  will  be 
earlier  by  an  hour  or  more,  and,  as  a  rule,  sport  may 
be  expected  as  long  as  the  angler  can  see  to  manage 
his  fly.  This  is  called  the  "  small  fly  rise,"  and  the 
fish  are  feeding  on  deUcate  duns  and  spinners  which 
at  times  come  out  in  countless  thousands  just  before 
sunset.  The  rise  generally  ceases  very  suddenly, 
and  then  if  the  angler  care  to  do  so,  and  the  rules 
of  the  water  permit  it,  he  may  stroll  about  in  the 
twihght  and  smoke  his  pipe  for  half  an  hour  until 
an  occasional  "  plop "  is  heard,  and  then  as  the 
moon  gets  up  he  will  again  see  the  fish  feeding 
ravenously  and  boldly.  This  is  the  "  big  fly  rise," 
and  the  flies  the  fish  are  now  busy  about  are  the 
large  brown  phryganida3 — sedge,  cinnamon,  or  faetid 
brown,  commonly  called  "Big  Sedge."  Though  they 
differ  a  good  deal  in  colour,  they  all  belong  to  the 
same  class,  and  are  fat,  toothsome  morsels,  nearly 
an  inch  long.  The  angler  should  then  put  on  a 
stouter  collar  and  two  flies,  one  of  the  big  sedge 
species,  and  a  medium-sized  Coachman,  and  with 


these  ho  fishes  with  a  short  lino  (across  and  down 
stream  generally),  and  if  ho  has  any  luck  he  may 
meet  with  a  brace  of  sockdollagers  before  he  goes 
home; 

When  the  moon  is  full  and  on  the  opposite  sido 
of  the  river  to  the  angler,  very  pretty  and  exciting 
sport  may  sometimes  bo  had,  for  the  light  on  tho 
water  makes  tho  rises  plainly  visible,  and  tho  dry 
fly  can  be  used  with  most  deadly  effect,  just  as  in 
the  daytime.  Big  fish,  that  never  feed  on  fly  at 
other  times,  frequently  come  out  at  night,  and 
racing  up  and  down  stream  with  a  heavy,  acrobatic 
fish  by  moonhght  is  very  exciting  work.  I  have 
killed  fish  occasionally  when  it  has  been  pitch  dark, 
and  I  have  only  been  able  to  find  a  fish  by  tho 
sound  of  tho  rise  ;  but  it  is  uncanny  work  fishing 
alone  on  a  dark  night,  and  I  rarely  stop  out  late 
when  there  is  no  moon.-  Still,  I  have  killed  moro 
than  one  two-pounder  in  the  Old  Barge  at  Win- 
chester when  it  has  been  so  dark  that  I  could  not 
see  to  net  the  fish  at  all  until  he  turned  over  and 
showed  his  white  belly. 

But  I  must  not  ramble  on  about  night  fishing 
any  more,  for  my  paper  is  long  enough  already,  and 
there  are  many  waters  where  fishing  after  sunset  is 
not  allowed.  It  is  only  at  Winchester  that  I  have 
myself  practised  it,  and,  though  it  cannot  be  com- 
pared with  the  orthodox  sport  with  deUcate  flies 
and  tackle  in  the  daytime,  it  has  some  noted  devotees 
at  Winchester,  who  have  made  themselves  famous 
as  the  captors  of  5lb.  trout,  which  would  probably 
never  have  fallen  victims  to  any  other  style  of 
fishing.  Personally,  I  have  never  yet  killed  any 
leviathans  of  this  sort,  but  I  have  several  times 
killed  a  brace  of  big  fish — such  as  one  doesn't  often 
get  in  the  daytime — long  after  everyone  else  has 
gone  homej 


EAEL  CAIENS  ON  AUTUMN  EOD- 
FISHING  ON  THE  TAY. 


Earl  Caiens,  writing  to  the  editor  of  the 
Dundee  Advertiser  on  Sept.  19,  says : — 

"SiE, — The  desirability  of  an  extension  of  the 
season  for  autumn  rod-flshing  on  the  Tay,  which 
has  been  an  annual  subject  of  conversation  for 
some  time,  appears  at  last  to  have  engaged  the 
serious  attention  of  the  upper  proprietors,  and 
I  gather  from  the  Press  that  their  report,  which 
is  published,  is  to  be  brought  forward  for  dis- 
cussion this  week.  A  note  was  added  to  the 
report  published  in  the  Press  to  the  effect  that  it 
was  not  expected  that  there  would  be  time  for 
the  scheme  to  go  through  and  come  into  opera- 
tion this  season.  The  Convener  of  the  meeting, 
on  the  other  hand,  appears  to  consider  that 
there  is  sufficient  time.  It  is  a  near  thing,  as  I 
understand  that, the  forms  of  the  Act  require  a 
fortnight's  advertising  and  other  formaUties 
before  any  alteration  can  be  made. 

"As  an  angling  tenant  on  the  Tay  of  some  years' 
standing,  I  venture  to  submit  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  report  itself,  after  which  I  shall  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  the  salmon. 

"  The  Committee  appear  to  be  agreed  that  an 
extension  is  desirable,  a  decision  that  should  be 
satisfactory  to  upper  proprietors  and  everybody 
else.  The  District  Board  will  no  doubt  be  pre- 
pared to  further  the  interests  of  those  whom  they 
are  elected  to  represent,  and  I  believe  I  am  right 
in  supposing  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  would 
be  so  favourable  to  the  proposal  as  would  his 
predecessor  the  late  Secretary.  So  far  so  good. 
But  some  of  the  deductions  of  the  Committee 
appear  to  be  open  to  criticism.  For  instance,  what 
does  it  matter  whether  the  extension  is  a  week, 
ten  days,  or  a  fortnight  ?  After  the  equinox  the 
river  is  rarely  in  good  angling  order  more  than  one 
day  out  of  three — and  last  year  not  one  day  out  of 
ten.  Again,  why  should  the  lure  question  not  be 
settled  between  landlords  and  tenants,  if  any 
change  is  desired  ?  Any  landlord  might  wish  to 
restrain  his  tenant  from  using  Dum-Dum  bullets  for 
deer,  or  buckshot  for  partridges.  Why  not  allow 
a  similar  discretion  upon  the  river  ?  It  is  quite 
immaterial,  moreover,  at  that  season,  when  the 
fish  take  the  fly  infinitely  better  than  anything 
else,  and  it  seems  a  pity  to  confuse  the  issue  of  the 
movement  by  the  introduction  of  the  bait  bogey. 
As  for  tho  condition  of  tho  fish,  that  appears  to 
depend  more  on  the  water  than  the  season ;  and  we 
know  very  well  that  we  kill  as  good  and  better  fish 
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with  high  water  in  October  than  with  low  water  in 
September,  or  even  August; 

"  The  fact  is  that  fish  now  run  later  than  in  days 
gone  by,  and  it  is  not  so  much  an  extension  that 
is  required  as  the  readjusting  of  the  angling  season 
to  make  it  a  little  more  coincide  with  the  time  at 
which  there  are  fish  in  the  water  to  angle  for. 
This  is  no  chance  statement ;  it  is  supported  by 
most  of  those  who  have  given  any  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  I  will  refer  to  the  Tweed  Com- 
missioners' report  upon  the  point.  Last  autumn 
on  the  Tweed  enormous  numbers  of  salmon  were 
killed  by  the  rod  in  the  latter  half  of  October  and 
in  November.  The  bailiiis  also  counted  upwards 
of  36,000  spawning  fish,  and  large  runs  continued 
throughout  November  and  December;  A  very 
satisfactory  state  of  things ;  but  attention  is  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  fish  did  not  commence  to  run  until 
October,  and  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion 
that  this  points  to  some  change  being  necessary  to 
encourage  earlier  running  fish; 

''That  is  probably  the  key  of  the  question  here 
as  well  as  there,  and  it  is  particularly  noticeable 
just  now,  when  we  have  had  big  water  for  a  fort- 
night, but  so  far  no  appearance  of  any  real  run  of 
fish;  Salmon  with  the  summer  running  instinct 
have  been  regularly  killed,  and  they  now  run  in 
the  winter  instead.  A  solution  of  the  question 
and  an  attempt  to  more  or  less  restore  the  normal 
state  of  things  would  be  a  task  worthy  of  the 
Curators  of  this  fine  river.  The  ordinary  slaps 
seem  to  be  uncertain  and  insufficient,  and  might 
well  be  replaced,  in  the  months  of  June  and  July, 
by  a  whole  week's  continuous  slap  in  each  month, 
in  order  to  give  a  real  chance  to  the  remnant  of 
the  race  of  summer-running  fish;  I  am  aware  that 
the  labour  questions  involved  would  be  a  diffi- 
culty, and  that  the  conflicting  interests  are  so 
many  that  the  experiment  is  never  hkely  to  be 
tried;  it  would  appear,  nevertheless,  to  have  a 
greater  chance  of  success  than  the  present  system, 
which  has  been  tried  and  has  been  found  wanting. 
—I  am,  etc.;  "Caikns; 

{'Stanley,  September  19,  1904." 


AN  IMPEOVING  TEOUT  STKEAM. 
By  Midlandeb. 


Human  nature  is  ever  apt  to  look  backward  to  a 
legendary  past  for  its  Golden  Age ;  and,  as  a  rule, 
this  tendency  is  justified  when  we  are  thinking 
about  public  fishing  waters.  It  is,  therefore,  all 
the  more  cheering  to  find  a  stream  that  is  rapidly 
improving,  both  in  the  numbers  and  size  of  the 
fish  it  holds;  Such  is  the  Neath  river — a  stream 
running  from  the  confines  of  Breconshire  in  a 
south-westerly  direction  into  Swansea  Bay.  My 
acquaintance  with  this  fishing  is  6f  some  five  years' 
duration:  I  was  warned  on  my  first  introduction 
to  its  waters  that  I  must  not  expect  to  bring  away 
" pounds  of  fish";  and  the  warning  was  justified 
by  the  result;  The  basket  consisted  of  two  or 
three  troutUngs  of  a  few  ounces  in  weight,  and  I 
was  congratulated  on  even  that  success;  But 
three  years  ago  a  number  of  public  spirited  gentle- 
men in  the  neighbourhood  resolved  to  form  an 
association  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  and 
restocking  the  water;  Five  thousand  healthy  trout 
were  introduced ;  a  water  baihS  was  appointed  to 
patrol  the  banks,  a  minimum  of  size  was  established, 
and  the  pools  were  staked  to  prevent  any  further 
attempts  of  the  local  poachers  to  clear  the  river  by 
means  of  the  abominable  net;  These  efforts  have 
borne  very  appreciable  fruit;  The  poaching  has 
almost  ceased;  nvmibers  of  the  colliers  hold  asso- 
ciation tickets,  and  these  act  as  water  bailiffs 
against  their  less  scrupulous  mates.  It  is  now 
possible  to  get  a  respectable  basket  of  several 
pounds  weight,  in  which  half-pounders  are  not 
uncommon.  Heavier  fish  exist  in  far  from 
despicable  numbers;  Did  not  the  present  scribe, 
on  a  memorable  day  last  autumn,  come  worsted 
out  of  a  struggle  with  a  two-pounder  ?  And  were 
there  not  others  with  happier  tales  to  tell  of  fights 
successfully  ended,  happy  wights  whose  breakfast 
table  testified  to  their  own  skill  and  eke  to  the 
improvement  of  the  river  ? 

Rapid  though  the  improvement  has  been,  it  does 
not  follow  that  the  river  has  yet  reached  its  former 
standard  of  fame;  In  olden  times  few  streams 
were  more  noted  for  salmon,  and  much  the  jovial 
monks  of  Neath  Abbey  appreciated  them ;  nowa- 


days the  capture  of  salar  in  the  Neath  is  a  rare 
event  and  a  subject  of  special  note;  Yet  not  a 
week  before  the  penning  of  these  Unes  a  trout 
fisherman  successfully  hooked  and  landed,  after  a 
three  hours'  battle,  a  beauty  of  ISlbj  And  that 
salmon  do  still  ascend  the  river  in  some  quantity 
is  made  obvious  by  the  number  of  pink  which 
allow  themselves  to  be  caught — at  times  so  fast  as 
to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  trouting  enthusiast.  Sewin, 
too,  are  fairly  numerous,  and  may  be  taken  either 
with  fly  or  minnow  in  the  summer  and  autumn 
months;  Yet  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  are 
not  as  pure  as  they  might  be ;  the  "  pickle "  from 
several  works  no  doubt  has  a  deterrent  influence 
on  ascending  fish,  as  well  as  a  more  deadly  effect 
upon  the  descending  pink;  The  pollution  of 
rivers,  its  prevention  and  cure,  however,  is  a  vast 
question  into  which  the  present  scribe  has  no 
desire  to  enter ;  and  for  his  part  he  is  well  content 
with  the  steady  improvement  shown  during  the 
last  few  years. 

The  confluence  of  four  or  five  mountain  streams 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pontneathvaughan  pro- 
duces a  respectable  volume  of  water ;  but  these 
streams,  the  Little  Neath,  Perddyn,  Meltte,  Hepste, 
and  others,  are  all  well  worth  fishing.  The  Powder 
Works  water  is  well  preserved  and  holds  heavy 
fish  ;  and  in  the  Perddyn.  below  the  Brick  Works, 
where  the  water  is  slightly  discoloured,  even  a 
beginner  may  generally  tempta  few  quarter- pounders 
to  their  doom.  These  waters  are  very  accessible :  the 
railway  (the  Vale  of  Neath)  deposits  you  at  Glyn 
Neath ;  thence  a  bus  transports  you  to  the  Angel 
Hotel  at  Pontneathvaughan,  where  Mrs;  Jones 
attends  carefully  to  the  creature  comforts  of  her 
visitors.  The  water  from  Pontneathvaughan  to 
Glyn  Neath  is  somewhat  overfished;  but  below 
Glyn  Neath  down  to  Resolven,  where  the  bed  of 
the  river  becomes  less  rocky  and  broken,  the  fishing 
improves,  and  the  fish  are  both  heavier  and  more 
numerous;  But  the  best  section  lies  below  Resolven; 
From  this  village  to  Aberdulais  the  river  alternates 
between  smooth  pools  and  rippling  shallows,  and 
trout  may  always  be  found  in  the  one  or  the  other. 
Below  the  old  weir  down  to  Ynysygeryn  House  is 
an  excellent  stretch;  Here  it  was  that  the  record 
trout  of  nearly  4^1b.  fell,  years  ago,  to  the  rod  of 
one  of  the  finest  sportsmen  in  South  Wales;  From 
Ynysygeryn  to  Aberdulais — a  distance  of  nearly  a 
mile— extends  the'  Black  Pool,  a  sombre  reach  of 
fabulous  depth,  which,  however,  is  of  the  greatest 
value  to  the  river,  as  it  is  never  dry,  and  always 
provides  a  home  for  trout  in  the  most  rainless  of 
seasons.  At  Aberdulais  itself  is  a  weir,  and  here 
the  tideway  ends. 

Below  Pontneathvaughan  the  only  tributary  of 
any  importance,  flowing  into  the  Neath,  is  the 
Dulais,  which  may  be  conveniently  fished  from 
stations  on  the  Neath -and-Brecon  Railway;  Here 
the  fish  are,  generally  speaking,  more  numer- 
ous, but  smaller  than  in  the  Neath.  Crynant  is 
perhaps  the  best  centre;  a  basket  of  over  fifty 
trout,  weighing  perhaps  91b.  or  101b.  in  all,  was 
recently  taken  with  the  brandUng  by  fishing  up- 
stream for  about  two  miles  above  Crynant; 

Besides  these  streams  the  association  has  the 
Neath  and  Tennant  Canals,  in  which,  besides  a  few 
white — that  is,  coarse — fish,  there  are  some  capital 
trout,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  locks. 
Recently  an  angler,  spinning  with  a  Devon  minnow, 
ran  two  trout  of  l^lb;  and  IJlb.  respectively,  less 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  s  walk  from  Neath. 

For  the  rivers  wading  is  necessary.  Stockings 
will  do  for  the  Dulais  and  the  head- waters  of  the 
Neath,  but  trousers  are  almost  a  necessity  any- 
where below  Glyn  Neath;  Let  your  brogues  be 
well  shod  with  rough  nails,  as  the  stones  (save  in 
the  lower  reaches)  are  large,  very  round,  and  very 
slippery. 

This  fishing,  probably  forty  miles  in  all,  may  be 
secured  by  ticket,  obtainable  from  the  genial 
secretary,  Mr.  G.  T;  Sims,  of  the  Neath  Abbey 
Estate  Office.  Neath,  at  the  absurdly  low  charge  of 
10s.  6d.  for  the  season,  5s.  the  week,  or  Is.  6d.  the 
day.  My  recommendation  to  intending  anglers 
would  be  to  stay  either  at  the  above-mentioned 
Angel  at  Pontneathvaughan,  or  else  at  the  Castle 
at  Neath,  and  to  make  a  discreet  use  of  the 
railways.  Visitors  are  certain  to  receive  courteous 
and  hospitable  treatment  at  either  of  those  hotels, 
and  it  must  be  due  to  their  own  lack  of  skill  if 
they  leave  the  waters  without  a  decent  basket  of 
fish,  as  well  as  a  store  of  health,  and  an  apprecia- 
tion of  the  glorious  scenery  of  the  beautiful  Vale 
of  Neath. 


NOKTHLAND  SPOET.* 


Unlike  Mr.  Warburton  Pike  and  others  whfl 
have  gone  forth  to  hunt  the  musk-ox,  Mr.  HanburyS 
is  careful  to  avoid  calling  the  northland  of  Canadal 
"barren  ground."-    "No  land,"  he  says,  "can  bel 
called  'barren'  which  bears  wild  flowers  in  pro-l 
fusion,  numerous  heaths,  luxuriant  grass  in  placesl 
up  to  the  knee,  and  a  variety  of  moss  and  lichens.1 
It  is  barren  only  in  the  sense  that  it  is  destitute  o{l 
trees ;  hence  the  name  '  De-chinu-le '  (no  trees);! 
which  is  the  Indian  name  for  it.''     That  fertile 
prairie  abounds  between  Chesterfield  Inlet  and 
Great  Bear  Lake,  no  one  will  imagine  who  has  read 
this  book,  but  Mr.  Hanbury  shows  how  it  is 
possible  for  a  man  of  vigorous  constitution  to 
maintain  life,  health,  and  spirits  within  the  fringe 
of  the  Arctic  Circle,  even  though  he  wanders  about 
for  a  long  period,  taking  his  food  where  he  finds  it. 
The  answer  to  the  conundrum  is  simple.    If  ycm 
want  to  be  comfortable  and  happy  in  a  latitude  (jf 
65  or  70  degrees,  go  and  live  with  the  Huskies. 
So  far  as  the  ethnological  element  in  this  book  is 
concerned,  Mr.  Hanbury  seizes  every  opportunity 
to  exalt  the  Eskimo  at  the  expense  of  the  Indians; 

Of  the  two  journeys  which  are  here  described, 
the  first  occupied  the  summer  of  1899,  and  took 
Mr.  Hanbury  from  Fort  Churchill,  on  the  west 
shore  of  Hudson's  Bay,  to  Fort  Resolution,  on 
Great  Slave  Lake.  The  second,  and  more  im-, 
portant,  began  'at  Fort  Resolution  in  July,  1901, 
and  ended  at  the  same  point  in  September,  1902. 
The  route  followed  in  the  meantime  took  Mr. 
Hanbury  eastward  by  the  main  Ark-i-linik  River 
(formerly  called  the  Thelewdezzeth)  to  Depot 
Island,  in  the  north-western  part  of  Hudson's  Bay, 
thence  to  the  Arctic  Sea,  which  he  skirted  as  far  as 
the  west  end  of  Coronation  Gulf,  and  back  to  Great 
Slave  Lake  by  the  Coppermine  River,  Dease  River, 
Great  Bear  Lake,  and  the  Mackenzie  River.  In 
geographical  language  this  second  journey  covered 
the  region  between  latitude  62-68  degrees  and  west 
longitude  90-125  degrees.  It  also  involved  a  winter 
sojourn  with  the  Eskimo  on  Baker  Lake,  just  above 
Chesterfield  Inlet,  and  a  long  course  of  wandering 
with  them  during  the  summer  months.  For  parts 
of  his  route  Mr.  Hanbury  is  the  first  explorer,  and 
most  of  the  country  travelled  is  too  remote  to  be 
occupied  in  any  way  by  the  agents  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company. 

Probably  the  most  serviceable  result  of  this  trip 
is  to  demonstrate  the  true  character  of  the  Ark-i- 
linik,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  streams  in  northern 
Canada,  and  an  easy  passage  from  Great  Slave 
Lake  to  Hudson's  Bay.  In  the  complete  absence 
of  information,  Mr.  Hanbury  expected  difficulties, 
and  was  much  surprised  to  find  the  route  "absurdly 
easy."-,  "The  Ark-i-linik,"-  he  says,  "is  a  fine 
large  river  about  300  yards  wide,  having  an  even 
steady  current  of  from  four  to  five  miles  an  hour. 
For  the  entire  distance  over  which  we  followed  the 
main  river,  there  is  not  a  sign  of  any  rough  water 
which  could  possibly  be  called  a  rapid,  and  the 
river  is  navigable  for  a  steamer  of  considerable 
draught  nearly  the  whole  way."  This  passage  is 
not  unlikely  to  catch  the  eye  of  sportsmen  who  are 
on  the  look-out  for  fresh  fields,  especially  when 
reinforced  by  Mr;  Hanbury's  allusions  to  the 
abundance  of  musk-oxen  in  the  vicinity. 

'•  On  the  main  Ark-i-linik  River  there  is  a  stretch 
of  country  about  eighty  miles  in  length,  into  which 
no  human  being  enters.  The  Eskimo  do  not  hunt 
so  far  west,  and  YeUow  Knives  and  Dog  Ribs  from 
Slave  Lake  do  not  go  so  far  east.  ;  .  .  Thus  there 
still  remains  one  spot  in  this  great  barren  northland 
which  is  sacred  to  the  musk-ox.  Here  the  animals 
remain  in  their  primeval  state,  exhibiting  no  fear, 
only  curiosity.  I  approached  several  herds  within 
thirty  yards,  photographed  them  at  my  leisure, 
moving  them  round  as  I  wished,  and  then  retired, 
leaving  them  stUl  stupidly  staring  at  me  as  if  in 
wonder;  When  deer  were  not  procurable,  a  musk- 
ox  was  killed;  Fish  were  plentiful  all  along  the 
Ark-i-linik;  in  fact,  I  never  saw  such  a  grand  river 
for  fish."-  .  . 

On  the  strength  of  these  words  we  imagine  that 
the  Ark-i-hnik  region  will  not  long  remain  "a 
country  into  which  no  human  being  enters." 

Another  geographical  contribution  of  much 
interest  springs  out  of  Mr.  Hanbury's  trouble  in 
getting  from  Bloody  Falls  on  the  Coppermme 
River  into  the  north-eastern  comer  of  Great  Bear 

*  "Sport  and  Travel  in  the  Northland  of  Canada." 
By  David  T.  Hanbury.    The  Macmillan  Co.  1904. 
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Lake.  Here  the  obstacles  and  inconveniences 
which  he  had  apprehended  on  the  Ark-i-linik  were 
met  with  in  large  numbers,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  loyal  assistance  of  Eskimo,  the  frequency  of 
portages  would  have  forced  him  to  abandon  all  his 
scientific  collections.  From  time  to  time  the 
economic  possibiUties  of  the  northland  are  made  a 
subject  of  brief  reference,  but  Mr.  Hanbury  frankly 
states  that  he  went  for  sport  and  travel,  not  for 
elaborate  geographical  or  scientific  work.  When 
on  the  skirts  of  the  Arctic  Sea,  he  was  at  some 
pains  to  see  whether  any  large  deposits  of  pure  copper 
could  be  found.  The  reports  of  the  Eskimo  re- 
garding the  abundance  of  this  metal  were  gorgeous 
in  the  extreme.  For  example,  one  of  the  Husky 
guides  told  Mr.  Hanbury  that  near  Fowler  Bay  a 
a  block  of  copper  weighing  more  than  a  ton  was 
lying  on  the  shore.  "  If  we  had  gone  to  this  place, 
I  felt  quite  convinced  that  Him  would  have  said  it 
was  at  some  other  place  that  copper  was  really 
plentiful,  so  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  alter 
our  course."-  Native  copper,  however,  was  found 
in  many  places,  and  seemed  to  exist  in  considerable 
quantities.  Mr.  Hanbury  differs  from  Mr.  Tyrrell 
of  the  Canadian  Geological  Survey  regarding  the 
amount  of  timber  along  the  course  of  the  Ark-i- 
linik  River,  although  he  considers  that  if  any 
discovery  of  precious  metals  was  ever  made  in  the 
vicinity  this  belt  of  spruce  would  possess  economic 
value. 

While  Mr.  Hanbury's  geographical  discoveries 
are  of  enough  moment  to  attract  notice,  the  fiece 
de  resistance  of  his  book  is  undoubtedly  his  account 
of  Eskimo  habits.  Not  since  the  days  of  Captain 
Goats,  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  have  the 
Huskies  found  a  friend  so  sympathetic.  Mr. 
Hanbury  feels  at  home  the  moment  he  gets  into 
their  society,  and  under  their  guidance  will  trust 
himself  anywhere  in  the  north;  Their  good  nature 
he  contrasts  with  the  sulkiness  of  the  Indians. 
Their  willingness,  loyalty,  and  cleanliness  he  rates 
high  when  measured  by  the  same  standard.  He 
can  live  with  complete  serenity  in  their  snow  huts, 
which  he  defends  against  charges  of  over-heating 
and  bad  ventilation.  He  has  found  them  honest 
in  their  dealings  with  whites,  though  they  have  a 
little  game  of  pilfering  from  each  other.-  Their 
notions  of  sexual  morality  are  not  those  of 
P^xiropeans,  and  the  struggle  for  existence  prevents 
them  from  showing  fihal  piety  toward  the  aged. 
Otherwise,  Mr.  Hanbury  gives  them  an  extremely 
good  character. 

"The  Huskies  are  like  happy  and  contented 
children,  always  laughing  and  merry,  good-natured 
and  hospitable.  Everything  that  they  possess, 
food,  clothes,  footgear,  and  services,  are  at  the 
disposal  of  the  white  strangers."-  "To  counter- 
balance an  occasional  display  of  sulks,  the  Husky 
has  many  good,  even  noble,  quaUties.  The  good 
Husky  knows  no  fear  and  never  gets  excited,  either 
on  land  or  on  water,  in  attacking  a  polar  bear  with 
spear  or  ancient  musket,  or  in  standing  out  to  sea 
in  a  whaleboat  in  a  gale  of  wind."  "We  then 
packed  up,  loaded  the  canoes  and  bade  farewell  to 
our  faithful  Huskies,  Amer  and  Pitz.  We  parted 
with  much  regret  on  my  part,  and  with,  I  may 
hope,  little  on  theirs.  They  had  been  in  my 
service  for  a  year,  and  had  behaved  like  the  manly 
fellows  they  were."- 

These  are  a  few  of  the  many  passages  in  which 
Mr.  Hanbury  testifies  to  the  good  qualities  of  the 
Eskimo. 

No  modem  book  descriptive  of  an  unexplored 
region  is  complete  without  a  collection  of  photo- 
graphs. On  his  first  and  shorter  expedition  Mr. 
Hanbury  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  camera 
and  plates  in  a  canoe  accident,  just  as  the  party 
was  within  reach  of  its  destination.  The  next  time, 
however,  ho  met  with  better  success,  and  his 
narrative  is  accompanied  by  a  fine  series  of  illus- 
trations which  often  bring  out  the  physical  features 
of  the  country  traversed  more  graphically  than  any 
words.  In  telling  his  story  Mr.  Hanbury  refrains 
from  using  flowers  of  language,  and  relies  chiefly 
upon  the  daily  jottings  of  his  joumaL  Partly 
because  he  writes  well  and  partly  because  he  has  a 
capital  subject,  his  book  is  one  which  can  be  laid 
down  only  with  reluctance.  It  conveys  the  zest  of 
healthy  life  amid  the  illimitable  wastes  of  the 
North,  and  enables  us  to  realise  why  people  who 
seem  forced  by  no  neceasity  are  willing  to  stay  for 
months  at  a  time  where  the  temperature  ranges 
from  5  to  50  degrees  below  zero; 

A  single  word  should  be  said  concerning  the 
appendixes;    Though  scientific  investigation  lay 


outside  his  original  purpose,  Mr;  Hanbury  collected 
many  species  of  minerals,  flora,  and  butterflies. 
These  have  been  determined  by  experts,  and 
separate  lists  of  them  are  given  for  the  benefit  of 
students;  The  author  adds  running  notes  of  his 
own  on  the  main  features  of  geological  formation. 
In  addition  to  the  scientific  jottings,  lists  of  articles 
for  trade,  of  food  supplies,  and  of  medical  equip- 
ment are  furnished.  Mr;  Hanbury  carried  good 
thermometers  with  him,  and  devotes  ten  pages  to 
detailed  meteorological  observations  which  embrace 
the  maximum  and  minimum  readings  for  each  day. 
Finally,  he  gives  a  long  and  most  interesting  glossary 
of  Eskimo  words  as  taken  down  from  the  dictation 
of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  interpreter  at 
Churchill, — New  York  Nation. 


TUNA  FISHING  AT  THE  MAGIC 
ISLE. 


The  "  Magic  Isle,"  the  "  Fisherman's  Paradise,'- 
and  many  other  appropriate  names  have  been  given 
to  a  small  island  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  thirty  miles 
off  the  south-eastern  coast  of  California,  geographi- 
cally known  as  Santa  Catalina  Island; 

Here  by  means  of  glass -bottomed  boats  (ordinary 
flat-bottomed  boats  with  panes  of  common  or 
French  glass  placed  in  the  bottom)  may  be  seen  all 
manner  of  fish  life,  beautiful  ferns,  and  all  varieties 
of  sea  vegetation  in  the  clear  crystal  waters  at  a 
depth  of  from  25ft.  to  100ft.  Here  beneath  such 
surroundings  is  the  home  of  the  wonderful  Catalina 
tuna  ;  a  giant  in  strength,  he  is  a  veritable  devil  in 


tricks.  Before  his  fiendish  rushes  the  stoutest  lines 
part  like  threads  in  unskilled  hands.  He  who 
would  take  the  tuna  on  rod  and  reel  must  be  a  past- 
master  of  the  school  of  angling.  His  weight  may 
be  half  a  ton  ;  2511b.  is  as  big  a  tackle  as  has  been 
able  to  deliver  him  in  Southern  California  waters  up 
to  date;  Specially-built  rods  of  wonderful  stamina, 
reels  of  windlass-like  proportions  and  power,  lines  of 
small  calibre  but  hawser-like  strength,  and  piano- 
wire  traces  for  leaders  are  parts  of  the  equipment 
needed  in  the  pursuit  of  this  marine  leviathan, 
whose  cavernous  mouth  engulfs  with  ease  a  hook 
which  an  eastern  sportsman  would  readily  use  for  a 
gaff. 

Beautiful  bright  blue  on  the  back  and  silvery 
underneath,  tapering  at  bow  and  stern  like  a  sub- 
marine boat,  and  furnished  with  a  scimitar-shaped 
tail,  more  powerful  in  proportion  than  the  strongest 
screw  propeller,  the  Gatalina  tuna  is  built  for  speed, 
and  every  big-fish  angler  will  tell  you  that  no  other 
fish  approaches  the  velocity  of  his  fierce  rushes  when 
once  hooked;  Pursued  in  a  boat  with  live  flying 
fish  for  bait,  tuna  are  trolled  for,  and  when  they  are 
in  a  biting  mood  one  seldom  wastes  much  time 
without  having  a  "  strike."-  The  first  impact 
feels  as  if  the  hook  had  fouled  in  kelp ;  the 
illusion  passes  quickly  as  the  giant  marine  athlete, 
his  throat  pricked,  leaps  into  full  speed  for  freedom, 
two  hundred,  three  hundred,  six  hundred  feet  at 
first  rush,  may  go  tearing  Hno  off  the  big  reel  under 


its  leather  thumb  drag;  The  kelp  has  changed  to  a 
steam  tug  now,  swiftly  doubling  back  and  swinging 
around  the  boat,  the  enraged  creature  gains  a  bit 
of  slack  lino  and  launches  himself  from  the  water, 
shaking  his  noble  head  to  and  fro  in  a  frenzy  of  fury 
as  a  lion  might  shake  a  rat;  The  expedient  often 
wins.  Sometimes  it  fails,  and  then  the  battle  is 
resumed;  How  long  it  lasts  is  largely  dependent 
upon  the  physical  strength  and  endurance  of  the 
angler.  Eventually  the  big  fish  may  be  worn  out 
and  reeled  within  reach  of  the  boat;  Short  but 
furious  downward  rushes  now  take  the  place  of  the 
long  runs,  and  inch  by  inch  the  gasping  creature's 
broadside  nears  the  poised  gaff  of  the  boatman,  and 
when  the  right  time  comes,  into  his  throat  it  is 
plunged;  Utterly  worn  out,  the  lucky  angler  lies 
down  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  and  Mr.  Tuna  is 
made  fast  astern  ;  the  homeward  trip  is  begun,  and 
eventually  follows  the  brief  pose  before  the  fish 
rack,  with  a  gaping  throng  accompanying. — HaerY 
Mayhew,  in  National  Sportsman,  Boston,  U.S.A< 


PEN-Y-GWEYD. 


Few  spots  can  boast  of  having  provided  sport 
and  relaxation  to  so  many  distinguished  anglers  as 
Pen-y-Gwryd  —  a  small  plateau  lying  under  the 
summit  of  Snowdon;  It  forms,  as  its  name  denotes, 
the  main  watershed  of  North  Wales,  parting  the 
waters  that  flow  to  the  north  into  the  Menai  Straits 
and  the  Irish  Sea  from  those  that  flow  to  the  south 
into  Cardigan  Bay;  These  waters,  which  trickle  in 
innumerable  streams  from  the  mountains  around, 


find  outlets  into  the  sea  through  the  famous  passes 
of  North  Wales,  which  radiate  from  this  little  table- 
land like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel;  The  longest  and 
the  most  considerable  stream  is  the  river  Conway, 
the  two  others  having  their  mouths  at  Bangor  and 
Portmadoc;  In  addition  to  these  streams,  and 
many  other  mountain  burns  which  provide  good 
sport,  there  are  numerous  lakes  in  the  district  in 
which  the  fishing  is  free  to  the  public  and  which 
provide  even  better  sport  than  the  rivers  if  the 
conditions  are  favourable.  On  the  plateau  itself 
there  can  only  be  seen  one  hoiise  almost  hidden 
under  the  craggy  slopes  of  the  Giyder — the  inn  at 
Pen-y-Gwryd;  Standing  as  it  does  where  the  three 
main  roads  of  North  Wales  meet,  it  enjoys  a  very 
favourable  position,  but  the  visitors  that  stay  there 
are  generally  composed  of  two  classes — anglers  and 
mountain  climbers;  It  is  the  Welsh  home  of  the 
British  section  of  the  Alpine  Club,  who  meet  there 
annually  and  use  the  visitors"  book  to  chronicle 
their  deedsi  But  this  visitors'  book  can  also  be 
said  to  be  a  log-book  of  different  anglers,  and  is 
therefore  of  especial  interest  to  all  fishermen^ 
Contributions  have  been  written  in  it  in  almost  all 
European  languages,  ancient  as  well  as  modem, 
and  generally  in  witty  verses;  The  most  famous 
are  those  written  by  Charles  Kingsley,  Tom  Taylor^ 
of  Punch  fame,  and  Thomas  Hughes,  the  author  of 
"  Tom  Brown's  Schooldays*'-  They  were  great 
lovers  of  the  district  and  very  keen  anglers,  as  can 
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be  seen  from  the  published  letters  of  Kingeley,  in 
which  the  verses  written  in  this  book  and  splendid 
descriptions  of  the  district  are  included.  The 
following  are  a  few  of  the  contributions  which 
relate  particularly  to  fishing:— 

"  I  came  to  Pen-y-Gwryd  in  frantic  hopes  of  slaying 
Grilse,  salraon,  31b.  red-fleshed  trout,  and  what 

else  there's  no  saying. 
But  bitter  cold  and  lashing  rain  and  black  nor' 

eastern  skies,  sir ! 
Drove  me  from  fish  to  botany,  a  sadder  man  and 

wiser."  — CHABiiEs  Kingsley 

"There's  big  trout,  I  hear,  in  Edno,  likowise  in 

Gwynant  Lake, 
And  the  Governor  and  Black  Alder  are  the'flies 

that  they  will  take, 
Also  tha  Cock-a-Bundy,  but  I  can  only  say,  i'l 
If  you  think  to  catch  big  fishes,  I  only  hope  you 

may."  _T.  Hughes. 

The  author  of  the  following  verses  evidently  had 
better  luck  than  T.  Hughes:  — 

"  And  soon  my  dripping  clothes  will  hang 
Before  the  kitchen  fire. 
Which  I  suppose,  as  reason  shows, 
Will  make  them  somewhat  drier. 

"  But  long  before  that  kitchen  sees 
My  well-soaked  toggery. 
Full  many  a  score  of  trout  galore 
Will  in  my  basket  be. 

"  White,  curdy-pink,  we've  tried  them  all 
From  out  the  various  lakes, 
But  Llyn  Cwmffynon  (ths  name's  a  rum  'un) 
The  palm  of  merit  takes." 

"  A  Hint  to  Sportsmen  and  a  Word  to  Bunglers 
is  the  title  given  to  this  contribution:  — 

"  Angler,  who  seek'st  Cwmffynon's  gloomy  lake. 
Lured  by  the  wish  soma  finny  prize  to  take. 
Go  well  provided  there  with  'Partridge  Tail' 
And  famous  '  Pea  Hen '  good  to  levy  mail ; 
Add  to  your  cast  anoth?r  killing  tly. 
The  speckled  '  March  Brown,'  and  on  these  rely. 
Seek  not  the  depths,  but  rather  ply  your  art 
.lust  where  the  deep  and  sh  illow  waters  part. 
Such  are  the  stations  that  tha  trout  affect. 
Be  such  the  scenes  of  triumph  you  select. 
Yet  ere  wo  part,  one  word !  Bo  wary,  pray. 
Nor  from  your  victim  jerk  the  fly  away  ; 
As  the  buint  child  is  said  to  dread  the  fire. 
So  does  the  trout,  once  stung,  fr,)m  fly  retire; 
Your  friend  who  follows  has  but  hopeless  sport, 
He  sees  them  rising,  but  they're  rising  short." 

Here  is  a  cutting  from  another  contribution, 
entitled,  "  Very  much,"  after  Hiawatha : — 

"  Very  pleasant  the  vacation 
Here  T  spent  at  Pen-y-Gwryd 
Climbing  mountains,  flogging  rivers. 
Very  merry  my  companions. 
Very  full  of  jest  and  humour, 
Many  trout  so  strong  and  wily 
Did  we  catch  in  Llyn  Cwmffynon." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  favourite  lake  is  Cwmf- 
fynon, a  lonely  mountain  tarn  at  the  back  of  the 
inn,  from  which  the  River  Conway  flows.  The 
chief  complaint  against  the  fish  caught  in  this 
particular  lake  is  .  that  they  are  small,  but  they 
make  up  in  numbers,  as  well  as  in  taste  and  flavour, 
for  what  they  lose  in  size.  The  fish  taken  in  the 
other  lakes  of  the  district  come  up  to  the  ordinary 
size  of  the  trout,  varying  from  ]lb.  to  lib. 

The  chief  charm  of  the  district  hes  in  the  peace- 
ful solitude  that  can  be  enjoyed  there.  The  angler 
can  ply  his  art  pleasantly  all  day  without  fear  of 
any  irritating  interference  or  interruption,  even 
without  hearing  any  sound  of  life  except  the 
murmur  of  the  streams  or  the  soft  lapping  of  the 
wavelets  against  his  boat.  This  is  undoubtedly  the 
reason  why  hard  workers  like  Herbert  Spencer — 
who,  as  we  read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  short 
time  ago,  spent  most  of  his  few  holidays  fishing 
in  the  streams  and  lakes  of  the  district — Huxley, 
Tyndall,  and  many  others  speak  so  highly  of  the 
charm  and  beauty  of  the  spot.  But,  unfortunately, 
it  seems  likely  that  the  district  will  lose  this 
charm,  for  plans  have  been  made  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  light  railway  from  Portmadoc  through 
Beddgelert  and  Pen-y-Gwryd  to  Bettws-y-Coed— a 
proposal  against  which  many  letters  of  passionate 
appeal  have  been  written  in  our  daily  and  weekly 
Press.  At  present  the  district  is  very  easily 
reached.  There  are  railway  stations  at  Llanberis 
and  Bettws-y-Cocd,  not  more  than  six  miles  off,  and 
the  rest  of  the  journey  can  be  accomplished  by 
traps  or  coaches,  many  of  which  are  run  during  the 


season;  An  enthusiastic  angler  would  probably 
prefer  to  reach  the  spot  by  fishing ]up  the  streams, 
and  as  we  all  desire  to  ply  our  gentle  art  in  as 
quiet  and  secluded  spots  as  we  can  find,  all  of  us 
will  join  in  the  protest  against  this  barbaric  con- 
struction. If  the  proposal  is  carried  out,  another 
spot— the  last  in  the  district  where  one  can  fish 
without  being  watched  and  stared  at  in  that  irri- 
tating and  disconcerting  manner — will  be  lost. 

J.  W.  P. 


THE  ALGONQUIN  NATIONAL 
PAEK,  ONTAKIO. 
By  T.  M.  Tobin. 

The  expert  angler  seeking  bass  or  trout  at  their 
best  and  in  abundance,  the  canoeist,  indifferent  to 
the  sport  of  rod  and  reel,  who,  paddling  his  own 
canoe,  exploring  in  quest  of  the  real  thing  in  nature, 
hunger,  and  happiness,  the  trained  fish  culturist 
absorbed  in  studying  all  phases  of  fish  life  at  first 
hand  in  streams,  ponds,  and  lakes  far  removed  from 
twentieth  century  hustle,  trusts,  and  turmoil,  could 
not  fail  to  bo  charmed  with  Algonquin  National 
Park,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada. 

Comparatively  Uttlo  is  known  of  this  "  lakeland  " 
set  apart  for  all  time,  cared  for  and  faithfully 
watched  over  by  the  Canadian  Government  as  a 
grand  fish  and  game  preserve.  While  the  park  is 
governed  by  a  few  strict  regulations  and  carefully 
policed,  there  is  neither  rod  tax  nor  money  con- 
sideration of  any  kind,  and  nowhere  in  this  country 
can  be  found  a  like  tract  of  wood  and  lakeland 
where  any  true  sportsman  can  enjoy  such  absolute 
freedom  with  canoe  and  rod  as  can  be  found  in 
Algonquin  Park. 

The  tract  consists  of  over  2000  square  miles,  up 
among  the  Opeongo  hills,  2000ft.  above  sea  level, 
160  miles  west  of  Ottawa.  The  forest-fringed, 
picturesque  ponds  and  pretentious  lakes  are  num- 
bered by  the  hundreds.  Sizeable  streams  connect 
many  of  them,  and  blazed  trails  lead  to  others. 
One  of  the  largest  lakes  is  the  Great  Opeongo, 
twenty-five  miles  or  more  in  length. 

For  two  seasons  the  writer  was  fortunate  in  being 
one  of  a  party  of  four  to  paddle  his  o-wti  Mori  is 
canoe  through  some  of  the  lakes  and  streams  of 
Algonquin  Park,  exploring,  fishing,  feeding,  fatten- 
ing on  new  scenery  every  hour,  threading  strange 
waters  day  after  day,  spreading  our  shelter  tent 
wherever  night  overtook  us,  our  only  guides  being 
an  excellent  map  of  the  park  and  a  pocket  compass. 
It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  article  to  detail  our 
route  with  scenes,  incidents,  and  fish  stories,  but  to 
try  and  tell  briefly  sometliing  of  Algonquin  Park. 

The  scheme  originated,  or  was  successfully  en- 
couraged, by  Sir  Oliver  Moore,  a  political  leader  of 
Toronto.  It  is  a  Yellowstone  Park  on  a  smaller 
scale,  being  about  a  third  as  large  as  our  National 
Park.  The  Canada  Atlantic  Railway,  whose 
eastern  terminus  touches  Lake  Champlain  at 
S  wanton,  Vermont,  and  whose  western  end  dips 
into  Georgian  Bay,  Lake  Huron,  at  Depot  Harbour, 
taps  the  lower  corner  with  a  station  at  Cache  Lake, 
the  gateway  to  the  park.  By  the  time-card  the 
station  is  known  as  Algonquin  Park,  and  here  is  the 
headquarters  of  the  ten  rangers  employed  by  the 
Government,  who  are  under  the  direction  of  G.  W. 
Bartlett,  superintendent. 

The  only  permanent  residence  in  the  park,  or  in 
that  region,  is  the  superintendent's  home,  a  sub- 
stantial house  erected  and  maintained  by  the 
Government.  Near  by  is  the  quarters  for  the 
rangers  when  they  are  in  from  duty  on  the  trail. 
On  the  spacious  lawn  sloping  to  the  lake  is  a  tower- 
ing flagstafE  flying  the  British  flag.  To  the  left  in  a 
big  enclosure  are  several  deer  and  caribou 

Superintendent  Bartlett's  right-hand  man  is 
Timothy  O'Leary.  chief  ranger.  The  rangers  are 
ununiformed,  and  their  only  insignia  is  a  small 
silver  shield  inscribed,  "  Algonquin  National  Park 
Ranger."  Summer  and  winter  these  rangers  are 
patrolling  the  park,  being  constantly  on  the  move 
watching  out  for  fires  and  iUegal  shooting  or  fishing. 
During  our  two  seasons  canoeing  we  covered  four- 
teen lakes  and  numerous  streams,  and  never  saw  a 
ranger  after  leaving  headquarters.  A  few  dis- 
charges of  a  gun  or  a  suspicious  volume  of  smoke, 
however,  would  have  assured  a  prompt  introduc- 
tion to  some  one  of  the  park  guardians. 

Scattered  through  the  reservation  are  forty 
shelter  huts,  so  called,  intended  for  use  of  the 
rangers,  although  canoeists  are  permitted  to  use 


them;  They  are  nearly  all  alike,  we  understand; 
but  we  ran  across  but  three  of  them,  substantial  log 
affairs,  well  shingled,  and  provided  with  two 
windows.  Ranged  on  one  ^ido  of  the  single  room 
are  several  broad,  deep  bunks,  in  tiers,  filled  a  foot 
deep  with  small  balsam  and  cedar  boughs.  With  a 
blanket  thrown  over  this  bed  it  makes  a  couch  fit 
for  a  king,  with  which  no  Ostermoor  can  compare^ 
There  is  a  peculiar-looking  but  mighty  handy  sheet- 
iron  stove  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  a  pine  table, 
some  benches,  and  a  simple  equipment  of  pots,  fry- 
ing pans,  and  dishes. 

I  remember  very  well  stumbling  upon  one  of  these 
shelter  huts  after  a  long,  hard  paddle.  Night  was 
upon  us,  and  darkness,  peculiar  to  the  forest,  was 
closing  in  thick  and  fast,  with  a  sniff  in  the  air  of 
near-by  rain.  There  was  no  lock  on  the  door,  the 
latch-string  was  out,  and  everything  clean  and  in 
order.  On  the  wall  was  a  notice  signed  by  Superin- 
tendent Bartlett  welcoming  all  comers.  In  sub- 
stance ho  says  :  "  Make  yourselves  perfectly  at 
home,  but  do  not  lug  off  anj'  of  the  silver  or  china, 
and  please  leave  everything  in  order  for  some  other  ^ 
weary  traveller."  After  a  spread  of  broiled  salmon; 
trout  steak,  fried  potatoes,  corncake,  and  coffee, 
then  a  chat  over  the  incidents  of  the  day,  we  turned 
in,  and  the  rain  on  the  roof  sang  us  to  sleep. 

A  few  years  ago  the  beaver  was  pretty  well 
exterminated  in  Canada,  but  under  the  absolute 
protection  afforded  in  Algonquin  Park  these  interest- 
ing little  animals  are  now  colonising  and  very  busy 
repairing  old  dams  and  building  new  ones.  Some 
of  the  dams  we  ran  across  are  models  of  engineering 
skill,  showii.g  patient  toil  almost  beyond  belief. 
.  There  was  hardly  a  night  during  our  stay  that  the 
beaver  Avas  not  heard  splashing  about.  Deer  are 
plentiful  and  tame,  and  we  seemed  to  run  upon 
them  everywhere.  Upon  two  occasions  our  party 
heard  the  bleating  of  a  moose  calf. 

The  first  few  years  of  Superintendent  Bartlett's 
management  poachers  made  considerable  trouble, 
but  the  superintendent  got  after  them  fast  and  hard, 
and  when  half  a  dozen  of  them  landed  in  the  peni- 
tentiary lawlessness  stopped,  and  is  now  practically 
unknowTi  in  this  preserve.  The  close  seasons  are  as 
below,  the  following  being  an  extract  from  our 
permit  for  hook  and  line  fishing :  "  Speckled  trout 
shall  not  be  taken  or  had  in  possession  between  the 
15th  of  September  and  30th  of  April  ;  Pickerel 
(dore),  between  the  15th  of  April  and  15th  of  May  ; 
bass  and  maskinonge,  between  the  15th  of  April  and 
15th  of  Juno  ;  whitefish  and  salmon  trout,  between 
the  1st  of  November  and  30th  of  November ;  all 
dates  being  inclusive." 

A  permit  or  fishing  licence  is  necessary,  but  these 
can  be  readily  obtained,  free  of  charge,  by  addressing 
G.  W.  Bartlett,  Algonquin  Park,  Mowat  P.  O.,  Ont. 
Persons  visiting  the  park  desiring  guide  service  can 
make  aU  arrangements  through  Mr.  Bartlett,  as  he 
is  in  touch  with  the  best  Canadian  and  Indian 
guides,  and  sometimes  he  is  in  position  to  assign  his 
park  rangers  for  short  trips.  The  charges  are 
moderate.  Ottawa  is  a  fine  place  to  outfit  from 
fishing  tackle  to  hard  tack.  We  discovered  a  little 
store  at  Rock  Lake,  however,  just  outside  the  park, 
where  suppUes  are  kept  in  great  variety,  with  prices 
as  low  as  in  Ottawa.  In  June  the  black  fhes  are 
thick  and  ugly,  but  by  July  12  they  are  all  gone,  and 
when  we  were  there  in  August  we  never  saw  a 
mosquito. 

E.  J.  Chamberlin,  general  manager  of  the  Canada 
Atlantic,  who  learned  to  cast  a  fly  when  a  boy  in  the 
mountain  streams  about  Bethel,  Vermont,  is  an 
enthusiastic  outing  man,  and  whenever  his  busy 
life  permits  it  he  is  pretty  sure  to  be  found  up  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Great  Opeongo.  Fortunately  for  the 
park,  W.  P.  Hinton,  general  passenger  agent  of  the 
road,  is  another  outing  enthusiast,  and  frequently 
during  the  season  he  breaks  away  Avith  a  canoe,  a 
simple  roughing  kit,  and  Mrs.  Hinton,  seeking  trout 
where  they  are  to  be  found  gamiest  and  best.  Mr. 
Hinton's  department  has  issued  a  handy  little 
descriptive  folder,  which  contains  much  that  is  of 
interest  about  the  park.  It  has  a  map  showing  the 
lakes,  rivers,  and  ponds,  and  the  portages  and 
shelter  huts  are  clearly  indicated.  In  some  respects 
it  is  better  than  the  Government  map,  as  it  is  just 
as  accurate  and  handier  to  refer  to  while  canoeing. 

Such  is  Algonquin  Park.  It  is  absolutely  free  to 
all  comers,  native  or  foreign,  who,  wishing  to  enjoy 
superb  fishing  in  great  variety  and  charming 
scenery,  will  not  abuse  any  of  its  privileges.  The 
restrictions  are  few,  consisting  practically  of  three  : 
Start  no  forest  fu-e  ;  take  no  guns  ;  catch  no  fish  for 
sale  or  barter, — The  American  Fish  Culturist, 
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FRESH-WATEK  CRUSTACEANS.* 


CHAPTER  XVI.— continued. 

The  tiny  crustaceans  which  are  well  called  Ento- 
mostraca.  or  "  shelled  insects,"  are  all  more  or  less 
covered  with  a  shelly  envelope.  They  are  both  very 
interesting  and  very  useful  in  the  aquarium.  In  a 
natural  state  they  do  good  service  by  helping  to 
ventilate  stagnant  water  by  means  of  their  almost 
constant  movements,  by  (many  of  them)  acting  the 
part  of  scavengers,  and  by,  owing  to  their  very  great 
prolificacy,  supplying  fish  and  other  animals  with 
most  nutritious  food.  They  may  be  found  in  either 
stagnant  or  slow-running  water  during  the  greater 
portion  of  the  year.  They  will  breed  freely  in  cap- 
tivity, and  their  presence  should  always  be  en- 
couraged in  the  aquarium.  It  is  a  good  plan  to 
keep  a  small  tank  especially  for  them,  and  so  they 
will  be  always  at  hand  for  Supplying  food  to  interest- 
ing carnivorous  aquatic  animals.  Entomostraca 
can  easily  be  obtained  from  their  native  waters  by 
the  help  of  a  very  simple  contrivance,  as  already 
explained.  Though  they  are  very  small,  they  can 
as  a  rule  be  readily  seen  with  the  naked  eye  :  but  a 
microscope,  ^or,  at  any  rate,  a  magnifying-glass,  is 
generally  necessary  for  obser\-ing  their  dilferent 
parts.  The  commonest,  and  perhaps  the  most 
interesting  and  useful  of  these  small  crustaceans,  are 
the  Daphnice,  the  Cyprides,  and  the  Cyclops. 

The  Daphnice,  owing  to  their  curious  antenna, 
belong  to  the  order  Cladocera  ("  branching  horned  "). 
Their  jerky  or  jumping  movements  in  the  water  have 
given  them  the  common  name  of  Water  Fleas. 
Of  these  Water  Fleas  Daphnia  pulex  is  by  far  the 
commonest.  Its  body  and  that  of  all  its  near  rela- 
tives may  be  said  to  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The 
smaller  part  js  the  head,  a  portion  of  which  is  pro- 
duced in  front  to  a  kind  of  beak,  and  the  larger  part, 
which  consists  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  is  en- 
closed in  a  shelly  envelope.  All  the  Daphnice 
possess  five  pairs  of  legs,  which  by  the  help  of  a 
microscope  may  be  seen  in  almost  constant  motion 
through  the  transparent  shell.  The  female  Water 
Flea  carries  her  eggs  for  a  time  lietween  her  shell 
and  the  back  part  of  her  body.  These  small  crus- 
taceans are  frequently  found  in  stagnant  water  in 
great  numbers,  especially  where  there  is  plenty  of 
duckweed.  I  have  sometimes  caught  what 
appeared  to  be  thousands  of  them  with  one  dip  of  a 
large  bottle  in  that  part  of  a  pond  where  they 
seemed  to  be  the  most  numerous.  Dr.  Baird,  in 
his  "  British  Entomostraca,"  in  speaking  of  the 
profusion  of  these  creatures,  says  :  "I  have  fre- 
quently seen  large  patches  of  .water  in  different 
ponds  assume  a  ruddy  hue,  hke  the  red  rust  of  iron, 
or  as  if  blood  had  been  mixed  with  it,  and  ascer- 
tained the  caase  to  be  an  immense  number  of 
Daphnia  pulex.  The  myriads  necessary  to  produce 
this  effect  are  really  astonishing,  and  it  is  extremely 
interesting  to  watch  their  motions.  On  a  sunshiny 
day  in  a  large  pond  a  streak  of  red  a  foot  broad  and 
ten  or  twelve  yards  in  length  will  suddenly  appear 
in  a  particular  spot,  and  this  belt  may  be  seen 
rapidly  changing  its  position,  and  in  a  short  time 
wheel  completely  round  the  pond.  Should  the 
mass  come  near  enough  to  the  edge  to  allow  the 
shadow  of  the  observer  to  fall  upon  them,  or  should 
a  dark  cloud  suddenly  obscure  the  sun,  the  whole 
body  immediately  disappears,  rising  to  the  surface 
again  when  they  have  reached  beyond  the  shadow, 
or  as  soon  as  the  cloud  has  passed  over." 

The  male  Water  Flea  is  rarely  found,  and  then 
only  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  It  may  be 
known  by  its  smaller  size  and  its  larger  superior 
antennse,  which  are  situated  beneath  what  may  be 
called  the  beak.  In  the  female  these  antennae  are 
very  small.  It  has  been  calculated  that  a  Daphnia 
may  have  three  broods  during  a  month,  each  brood 
numbering  from  forty  to  fifty.  No  wonder  that 
these  tiny  crustaceans  are  so  numerous  in  our 
ponds  !  The  Daphnicp,  are  said  to  eject  ephippia, 
or  "  winter  eggs,"  which  are  said  to  be  protected 
with  an  envelope  of  extra  hardness,  so  that  they 
will  be  able  to  bear  without  damage  a  degree  of  cold 
which  would  prove  fatal  to  the  crustaceans  them- 
selves. The  food  of  these  Water  Fleas  consists  for 
the  most  part  of  minute  infusoria.  Dr.  Baird 
enumerates  &,t  least  six  other  species  besides  the 
one  just  described.  The  Parrot- Ix-aked  Water  Flea 
\l>.  pHxitmm)  receives  its  name  from  the  formation  of 


From  "Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Or^ory  C.  Bat<^man,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
J^wfttnjr  Gazette  bv  arranKemeni  with  Mr.  Upc^U 
Oil', 


its  beak,  which  is  shaped  somewhat  like  that  of  a 
parrot.  The  margin  of  its  shell  at  the  back  is  ser- 
rated. The  Largo  Water  Flea  (D.  nchcefjeri)  is  tlie 
largest  British  species,  and  has  its  shell  almost  cir- 
cular. Dr.  Baird  speaks  of  it  as  having  a  heavy, 
tumbling  sort  of  movement  in  the  water.  It  is  not 
very  common.  However,  from  its  size  it  is  cer- 
tainly worth  the  trouble  of  procuring,  for  its  interest- 
ing habits  will  be  more  easily  observed  than  those 
of  its  commoner  relative,  D.  pulex.  The  Spineless 
Water  Flea  (D.  vetula)  is  without  the  tail-like  spine 
which  is  possessed  by  all  the  species  just  mentioned. 
It  has  also  a  small  head  and  hardly  any  "  beak." 
This  creature  is  fairly  common.  The  Reticulated 
Water  Flea  {D.  reticulata),  as  its  specific  name  im- 
plies, has  its  shell  covered  with  a  net-work,  the 
mesh  of  which  is  hexagonal.  The  spine  is  short, 
and  is  incUned  backwards.  This  animal  is  by  no 
means  rare.  The  rounded  Water  Flea  (D.  rotunda) 
receives  its  name  from  the  fact  that  its  shell  is 
almost  circular.  It  is  not  uncommon.  The  Long- 
spined  Water  Flea  (D.  mucronata)  may  be  readily 
recognised  by  the  straight  edge  of  the  front  part  of 
its  shell  and  by  its  long  pointed  spine.  The  whole 
creature  is  of  a  dark  grey  colour.  The  different 
species  of  these  Water  Fleas  may  be  easily  identified, 
and  they  can  all  be  readily  kept  and  bred  in  cap- 
tivity. The  vessels  in  which  they  are  confined 
should  possess  plenty  of  vegetation,  and  ought  to 
be  placed  in  a  Ught  position,  but  not  within  reach 
of  the  rays  of  the  sun. 

The  small  and  active  crustaceans  known  as 
Cypridce  are  placed  in  the  order  Ostracoda  (from  the 
Greek  ostrakon,  "  a  shell,"-  their  bodies  being  en- 
closed in  a  bivalve  shell).  Indeed,  their  outward 
appearance  is  so  like  very  tiny  bivalve  molluscs  that 
they  have  been  mistaken,  when  at  rest,  for  young 
mussels.  The  CypridcB  are  divided  into  the  two 
genera  Cypris  and  Candona.  The  former  genus  con- 
tains about  seventeen  different  species,  all  the 
members  of  which  are  rapid  swimmers,  and  the 
latter  not  more  than  six,  all  of  which  spend  their 
time  in  crawling  over  the  mud  or  weeds  of  the  water 
in  which  they  live.  They  cannot  swim,  because 
they  lack  the  hairy  antemifp  which  their  near  rela- 
tives possess.  The  Cypridce  have  two  pairs  of  feet, 
two  pairs  of  antennae,  and  one  eye.  They  are  foimd 
in  almost  every  piece  of  clear  stagnant  water,  where 
they  may  be  easily  seen  with  the  naked  eye.  They 
live  chiefly  upon  dead — -not  putrid — animal  matter, 
and  they  lay  their  eggs  in  masses  upon  stems  of 
plants  and  sides  of  stones.  The  eggs  hatch  in  about 
four  days.  The  young  Cypridce  shed  their  shells 
frequently  as  they  grow,  the  exuviation  each  time 
being  very  complete.  The  eggs  have  great  vitah'ty, 
and  will  survive  the  drying  up  of  the  ponds  in  which 
they  have  been  deposited. 

The  members  of  the  genus  Cypris — of  which  C. 
fusca  (Fig.  189)  is  one  of  the  commonest — are,  on 
account  of  their  swimming  powers  and  active  habits, 
much  more  interesting  in  the  aquarium  than  are 
those  of  the  other  genus,  Candona.    The  Cypridce 


Fig.  189.    Cypeis  fusca  (a,  much  enlabged; 

b,  NATURAL  size). 

can  be  obtained  from  their  native  pools  in  the  same 
way  as  that  recommended  for  procuring  the 
Daphnice.  They  may  be  fed  while  in  captivity  upon 
a  tiny  piece  of  garden-worm  or  a  small  portion  of 
aw  meat.  If  food  is  not  given  to  them,  they  will 
devour  one  another.  These  little  Entomostraca  are 
very  interesting  under  the  microscope.  While 
viewing  them  in  this  way,  it  will  be  seen  how  they 
protect  themselves  upon  the  apj^earance  of  any 
danger,  by  withdrawing  their  legs  and  antennje 
within  the  shelter  of  their  pretty  shells.  And  when 
they  think  that  there  is  nothing  further  to  fear  the 
watcher  will  notice  how  cautiously  they  protrude 
their  limbs  and  make  preparation  for  continuing 
their  journey  in  the  drop  of  water  which  has  been 
placed  with  them  upon  the  stage  of  the  microscope. 
As  they  are  securely  enclosed  within  their  shells, 
their  resemblance  to  tiny  mussels  will  be  readily 
observed.  The  shells  are  often  prettily  marked 
and  coloured  and  covered  with  fine  hairs.  The 
aquarium-keeper  may  take  it  for  granted  that  all 
the  Cypridm  which  he  caj)tures  nie  females,  for  the 


males,  [  believe,  have  never  been  found.  These 
crustaceans  arc  larger  than  the  water-fleas. 

Th<!  curious,  interesting,  and  useful  Cyclops  may 
be  found  in  ponds,  ditches,  and  slow-running 
streams  alm(jst  everywhere,  dycbips  (juadricorniH 
(Fig.  190)  is  shaped  somewhat  like  an  "  Indian 
club  "  or  an  elongated  pear,  and  it  is  quite  large 
enough  to  be  easily  seen  without  the  help  of  a 
magnifying-glass.    It    has    received    the  generic 
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Fig.  190.    Cyclops  quadeicornis  (a,  much 

KNLAEGED  ;  h,  NATUP.AL  SIZE). 

name  of  Cyclops  from  the  fact  that  it  possesses 
only  one  eye,  which  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
fore-part  of  the  first  and  largest  segment  of  its  body  : 
while  the  sj)ecific  name  of  ciuadriccjrnis  ("  four- 
horned  ")  has  been  given  to  it  on  account  of  what 
may  be  called  its  double  antennae.  The  male 
Cyclops  chffers  from  the  female  in  the  formation  of 
its  antennae.  The  superior  or  upper  antennte  of  the 
latter  are  long,  tapering,  and  gracefully  curved, 
while  those  of  the  former  are  rather  shorter  and 
thicker,  and  slightly  swollen  near  their  tips,  which 
terminate  in  a  kind  of  hinge- joint.  The  lower  pair 
of  antennae  of  both  the  male  and  female  are  not 
nearly  so  long  or  so  slender  as  their  upper  pair. 
All  the  antennte  have  numerous  articulations,  and 
are  fringed  with  very  fine  filaments.  Cyclops 
possess  five  pairs  of  legs,  two  pairs  of  foot-jaws,  and 
at  the  end  of  their  bodies  two  elongated  lobes,  to 
each  of  which  are  attached  four  setae  of  different 
lengths.  These  setae,  hke  the  antennae,  are  also 
finely  and  beautifully  fringed.  The  females  are 
about  three  times  as  numerous  as  the  males,  and 
may  very  frequently  be  seen  swimming  about  with 
their  eggs  hanging  to  each  side  of  the  lower  part  of 
their  bodies.  The  eggs  can  easily  be  detected  vriih 
the  naked  eye,  but  under  the  microscope  they  look 
very  hke  bunches  of  grapes.  In  each  cluster  there 
are  sometimes  as  many  as  thirty  or  forty  eggs.  il. 
Jurine  is  said  to  have  made  careful  observations  and 
calculations  in  regard  to  the  increase  of  these  Ento- 
mostraca, and  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  one 
female  would  lay,  or  rather  produce,  her  eggs  at 
least  eight  times  within  three  months,  and  at  each 
laying  there  would  not  be  less  than  forty  eggs  ; 
and  from  these  320  eggs  there  would  come  by  the 
end  of  a  year  (supposing,  of  coiu-se,  that  all  were 
hatched  and  no  enemies  attacked  the  young) 
4,442,189,120  Cyclops  ;  that  is,  considerably  more 
than  four  thousand  milUons.  As  one  tries  to  com- 
prehend tliis  vast  number,  he  need  feel  no  surprise 
that  these  crustaceans,  notwithstanding  their 
numerous  foes,  can  nearly  always  be  foimd  in  such 
profusion.  They  supply  fish  with  excellent  food, 
and  some  authorities  say  that  the  trout  frequently 
owes  the  dehcate  flavour  of  its  flesh  to  these  Httle 
creatures.  The  yoimg  Cj^clops  is  so  unlike  its 
parent  that  it  frequently  has  been  mistaken  as 
belonging  to  a  different  genus.  Dr.  Baiz'd  considers 
that  it  takes  these  crustaceans  from  seventeen  to 
twenty  days  to  complete  their  growth,  and  during 
this  time  they  moult  three  times.  At  eveiy  change 
of  shell  the  little  creature  becomes  more  and  more 
like  its  parent.  Cyclops  can  endure  extreme  cold 
much  better  than  drought,  for  it  has  been  proved 
that  while  exclusion  from  all  moisture  for  five-and- 
twenty  minutes  is  sufficient  to  kill  them,  they  will 
survive  continuous  freezing  for  twentj'^-four  hours 
apparently  without  any  evil  consequences.  The 
Cyclops  feed  upon  both  animal  and  vegetable 
matter,  but  principally  the  former,  and  they  are 
most  readily  kept  and  bred  in  confinement.  As 
they  not  only  act  the  part  of  efficient  scavengei-s. 
but  also  supply  the  best  of  living  food  to  fish  and 
the  like,  they  should  certainly  be  encouraged  as  far 
as  possible  in  the  aquarium.  They  seem  to  increase 
most  rapidly  in  those  tanks  in  which  carnivorous 
animals  are  kept.  Thej-  swim  in  a  very  jerky 
fashion.  C.  cjuadricornis  varies  in  both  size  and 
colour,  this  variation  being  chiefly  due  to  locahty 
and  food.  It  is  often  white,  but  sometimes  of  a 
greenisli  or  reddish  tinge. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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MAINE  AND  THE  SPOKTSMAN.* 
By  a.  H.  Dinsmore. 


With  the  anticipation  of  much  pleasure  in  the 
tjisk,  I  began  in  the  fall  of  1900  to  collect  material 
for  a  set  of  lantern  slides,  to  be  presented  before  this 
meeting,  illustrating  the  fish  and  game  interests  of 
my  native  State.  My  transfer  from  Maine  to  South 
Dakota  early  in  the  present  season  interrupted  me 
in  the  work  of  securing  original  negatives,  and 
obliged  me  to  rely  largely  on  other  sources  for  this 
material.  The  resulting  slides  while  not  all  I  had 
hoped  to  make  them  fairly  represent  the  great  fish 
and  game  regions  of  the  State. 

It  is,  moreover,  a  keen  disappointment  to  me 
that  I  am  unable  to  be  present  and  describe  to  you 
the  scenes  which  have  been  so  familiar  to  me  from 
boyhood. 

It  is  impossible  for  one  unacquainted  with  the 
extensive  forests  and  the  great  lake  systems  of 
Maine,  so  easily  reached  from  the  eastern  and 
central  states,  to  realise  the  vast  irajjortance  of  its 
fish  and  game  interests.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
visiting  sportsmen  annually  leave  in  the  State 
$4,000,000.  This  vast  sum  is  paid  cheerfully  for 
the  wholesome  outdoor  life  that  comes  with  the  click 
of  the  reel,  the  swish  of  the  line,  the  purring  of  the 
water,  cut  by  the  bow  of  the  canoe,  and  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  camp  fire  after  the  day's  chase. 

For  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  this  army  of 
sportsmen  places  of  entertainment  are  provided  in 
every  part  of  the  State,  ranging  from  the  little  iso- 
lated log  camp  to  the  great  modern  hotel.  Eighteen 
hundi'ed.  men  are  licensed  as  guides  by  the  State, 
who  furnish  canoes  and  camp  outfits.  Many  of 
these  men  have  small  camps,  well  equipped,  in 
favourable  localities,  which  arc  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  their  patrons.  To  guard  against  forest 
fires,  all  non-resident  sportsmen  wishing  to  camp  on 
wild  land  in  Maine  are  required  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  one  of  these  men.  The  guides  are  required 
under  penalty  of  fine  and  loss  of  licence  to  co-operate 
with  the  wardens  in  protecting  the  fish  and  game 
from  jjoachers,  and  to  report  to  the  commissioners 
the  number  of  people  guided  and  the  amount  of  fish 
taken  and  game  killed. 

Along  with  all  the  usual  facilities  for  the  accom- 
modation of  summer  company,  including  the  best 
of  New  England  farmhouse  board,  the  Maine 
Yankee  has  some  schemes  all  his  own  which  are 
worth  noticing.  The  camps  of  the  Messrs.  Young 
and  Buxton  at  Lake  Onawa  illustrate  one  of  these 
schemes,  and  their  management  is  spoken  of  in  the 
highest  terms  by  those  who  have  been  entertained 
there.  Their  property  consists  of  small,  cosy,  log 
sleeping  camps  or  lodges  clustered  around  a  large 
log  dining  camp  with  suitable  kitchen  aimexe.  Good 
fishing  and  hunting  can  be  had  close  by  the  home 
camps  wliich  are  located  but  a  few  minutes'  walk 
from  telegraph,  express,  and  post-office  and  railway 
station.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  wish  to  pene- 
trate further  into  the  wilderness  camps  are  located, 
equipped,  and  provisioned  on  the  principal  ponds 
and  streams  within  a  radius  of  twenty-five  miles. 

The  camjis  of  the  Debsconeag  Fish  and  Game 
Club  are  operated  on  a  similar  plan,  except  that  in 
the  end  they  aim  to  serve  club  members  only.  At 
present,  however,  they  are  open  to  the  public.  These 
camps  are  situated  at  First  Debsconeag  Lake, 
fourteen  miles  by  steamer  and  four  by  canoe,  from 
Norcross  on  the  Bangor  and  Aroostook  Railroad. 
Forty  lakes  and  streams  may  be  fished  from  then, 
and  the  hunting  is  as  good  as  the  State  affords. 

Another  special  outing  that  is  very  popular  in 
Maine  is  the  steamer  trip  on  Moosehead  Lake. 
Steamboats  accommodating  from  six  to  twenty 
persons  may  be  chartered  at  prices  ranging  from 
$10.00  to  $1.5.00  per  day.  They  are  fitted  with 
everything  necessary  for  cooking  and  furnished  with 
good  berths.  A  party  may  live  on  one  of  these  boats 
as  long  as  they  choose,  go  where  they  wish  on  a 
lake  forty  miles  long  by  fifteen  to  twenty  wide,  and 
be  absolutely  certain  of  good  fisliing  in  season.  The 
fishing  is  undoubtedly  responsible  for  a  much  larger 
influx  of  visitors,  and  of  far  greater  value  to  the 
,  citizens  of  the  State  than  the  hunting.  Wliile  good 
bass,  pickerel,  and  perch-fishing  may  be  had,  trout 
and  salmon  are  the  groat  drawing  cards. 

Brook  trout  are  found  throughout  the  lake  regions, 
and  here  reach  their  maximum  size.  Lake  trout, 
or^togue,  as  they  are  called  in  Maine,  are  taken  in 
many  of  the  lakes,  but  are  generally  little  esteemed 

15*  From  a  paper  read  before  the  American  Fisheries 
Society. 


by  either  resident  or  non-resident  sportsmen.  The 
food  quality  of  this  fish  varies  greatly  in  different 
localities. 

As  is  well  known,  Maine  is  the  home  of  the  land- 
locked salmon,  although  now  found  in  many  sections 
of  the  State  ;  it  was  originally  confined  to  four  loca- 
lities— namely,  the  Sebago  waters,  near  Portland ; 
the  waters  forming  the  Union  river  in  Hancock 
County  ;  those  forming  the  Sebec  river  in  Piscata- 
quis County  ;  and  the  Schoodic  lakes,  on  the  eastern 
boundary.  The  Sebago  and  Union  river  waters 
furnish  the  largest  fish,  but  they  are  much  more 
numerous  in  the  Schoodic  and  Sebec  regions.  At 
Cowyard  Falls,  on  Shippond  stream,  between 
Onawa  and  Sebec  lakes,  one  may  at  almost  any 
time  during  the  summer  and  early  fall  months  count 
salmon  by  the  hundred  as  they  attempt  to  scale  the 
falls. 

One  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  this  great 
North  Land  is  the  opportunity  afforded  by  this  net- 
work of  lakes,  ponds,  and  streams  for  extended 
canoe  trips.  The  so-called  West  Branch  trip  from 
Moosehead  lake  down  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Penobscot  river  is  125  miles  long  ;  while  the  AJla- 
gash  trip  from  Moosehead  lake  to  Van  Buren  is 
200  miles.  This  trip  may  be  extended  dowTi  the 
St.  John's  river  to  the  city  of  St.  John  in  New 
Brunswick. 

The  Washington  county  region  is  reached  by  the 
"  Sunrise  Route,"  the  new  Washington  county 
railroad.  This  section  was  opened  to  the  non- 
resident sportsman  in  1899  by  the  completion  of 
this  road.  It  lies  in  the  south-eastern  corner  of  the 
State,  and  contains  the  famous  Schoodic  salmon 
waters. 

The  trout  and  salmon  waters  of  Maine,  -with  a 
few  exceptions,  are  open  to  the  non-resident  sports- 
man from  May  1  to  Oct.  1,  and  the  catch  limited  to 
25!b.  at  any  one  time.  The  best  fisliing  is  secured 
immediately  after  the  ice  leaves  the  lakes,  and  every 
spring  thousands  of  fishermen  all  over  the  country 
await  the  telegram  that  tells  them  the  lakes  are 
clear  and  sport  may  begin. 

Almost  all  the  fishing  resorts  become  game 
resorts  after  Oct.  1.  Much  of  the  time  extra  cars 
are  necessary  to  move  the  quantities  of  game 
wliich  the  non-residents  take  out  of  the  State  with 
them.  It  is  estimated  that  15,000  deer  are  killed 
in  Maine  aimually.  About  200  moose  are  each  year 
sliipped  out  of  the  Bangor  and  Aroostook  region 
alone. 

Do  you  ask  how  the  game  can  maintain  its 
numbers  against  such  slaughter  ?  The  answer  is — 
First,  wise  protective  laws  stringently  enforced  ; 
second,  the  great  timber  sections  back  from  the 
main  waterways  where  the  hunter  seldom  pene- 
trates. These  regions  are  natural  breeding-grounds 
where  the  game  is  seldom  molested.  Of  course  deer 
and  moose  have  almost  no  natural  enemies  now. 
The  wolf  was  exterminated  many  years  ago,  and  the 
bear  and  wild  cats  are  not  numerous  enough  to  do 
serious  damage. 

The  increase  of  deer  in  Maine  during  the  last  two 
decades  has  been  nothing  short  of  marvellous.  I 
can  remember  when  it  was  a  very  remarkable  event 
for  a  deer  to  be  seen  or  heard  of  near  my  home  at 
Dover.  Now  there  are  thousands  of  them  within  a 
radius  of  twenty-five  miles,  and  they  are  frequently 
seen  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village. 
^  Moose,  too,  are  slowly  but  surely  on  the  gain. 
The  illegal  slaughter  of  moose  by  wealthy  sportsmen 
— so  called — who  make  no  pretence  to  honour  in 
such  matters,  and  care  nothing  for  a  fine,  has  been 
stopped  by  the  imposition  of  a  short  gaol  sentence. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
become  exceptionally  clear,  and  consequently  fish 
are  very  shj'.  Sport  cannot  be  said  to  have  improved 
much,  though  here  and  there  decent  fish  have  been 
caught.  Mr.  Warner,  who  a  little  time  ago  caught 
two  large  carp  near  the  half-mile  tree,  between 
Kingston  Bridge  and  Teddington,  has  again  been 
fortunate  at  the  same  spot.  In  an  evening's  fishing 
he  only  had  three  bites,  and  he  secured  three  fish 
as  follows — firstly,  a  roach  of  lib.  15oz.  ;  secondly, 
a  barbel  of  51b.  ;  and,  lastly,  a  carp  of  71b.  13oz. 
This  from  the  bank,  too  !  At  the  Town's  End  Hole 
at  Kingston,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Mendlesohn  caught  a 
jack  of  GJlb.    I  had  a  few  perch  up  to  lib.  2oz.,  and 


at  the  same  spot  Mr.  F.  Arthur  took  a  perch  which 
won  the  K.P.S.  Competition.  Mr.  B.  Pope  wasi 
second.  Mr.  Arthur  had  a  jack  on  five  times,  but! 
the  fish  escaped  each  time  as  only  fine  perch  tacklel 
was  used.  At  Henley  roach  are  said  to  be  feedinu 
a  little  better,  and  a  few  chub  up  to  4^1b.  have  bee3 
caught,  also  a  barbel  of  nearly  81b.  At  Wey  bridge! 
a  local  angler  caught  a  similar  fish  of  Gib.,  buti 
barbel  fishing  as  ruLi  has  been  very  bad.  At  Dittonl 
Mr.  C.  I'arsenger  has  had  roach  up  to  lib.  2oz.,  andl 
at  Reading  Mr.  Maynard  had  one  of  lib.  VJoz. — fJ 
H.  Ami'hlett.  I 

Thames  (Henley). — Sport  has  again  been  very! 
slow  during  the  past  week  ;  roach  were  feeding  better* 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  while  there  was 
a  little  colour  in  the  water,  but  they  are  quite 
off  the  feed  again.  A  few  chub  have  been  caught 
by  casting  a  dead  frog,  but  the  rough  winds  have 
been  against  this  kind  of  angling.  The  water  is 
again  very  clear  with  only  a  faint  stream  running, 
and  prosijects  are  not  promising. — Stanley  Mkad. 

  (Twickenham). — The  river  is  very  bright. 

Large  dace  and  roach  are  feeding  well.  On  Sept. 
18,  the  Acton  Workman's  Club  and  Institute  fished 
•  heir  annual  competition,  thirty-five  anglers  taking 
part,  Mr.  R.  Spong's  punt  taking  top  weight  with 
I71b.  lljoz.,  including  a  barbel  weighing  2^1b., 
taken  by  Mr.  Million  ;  Mr.  T.  Auger's  punt  being 
second  with  101b.,  Mr.  Penfold  taking  lai^est  dace  ; 
Mr.  R.  Moffatt  third  with  01b.,  Mr.  Ben  Batts  caught 
the  largest  roach,  14|oz.  Mr.  R.  Spong  has  also 
had  takes  of  301b.,  221b.,  151b.  and  171b.  Part  of 
the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  fished  their 
competition  on  the  19th,  Mr.  T.  Augei's  punt  top 
weight,  Mr.  R.  Spong  second.  Mr.  H.  Spiers  has 
been  out  and  met  with  very  good  takes.  I  have 
had  eome  very  good  fish  from  private  waters.  Mr. 
Moffatt,  the  bailiff,  is  busy  here. — Joun  Spong. 

— ; —  (Weybridge). — My  report  for  the  week 
ending  Wednesday,  September  21,  is  as  follows: — 
H.  Curr  (fisherman),  thirteen  dozen  roach  and  dace, 
three  roach  over  lib.  each — four  days'  fishing  T. 
Strudwick  (fisherman),  thirteen  dozen  roach  and 
dace  ;  dace  very  fine — three  days'  fishing.  Mr. 
Gordon,  fishing  by  himself  on  September  18,  had 
five  jack,  the  largest  being  61b.;  two  were  returned. 
Mr.  Green,  of  Twickenham,  had  a  good  take  of  roach 
and  dace.  Four  perch  have  been  taken,  all  good 
fish — largest  l^lb.  Myself,  out  three  times,  had 
two  dozen  roach  and  one  jack  of  31b. — Chas.  A. 
Shaylor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  During  the 
week  brilliant  sunshine  prevailed,  with  east  wind  ; 
water  in  splendid  condition,  but  fish  of  all  kinds 
have  been  completely  off  ttie  feed. — John  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter;. — The  trout  season 
now  ended  has  given  place  to  the  many  numerous 
all-round  anglers,  and  in  the  main  river  perch,  eels, 
and  reach  have  heea,  caught  near  the  city.  Countess 
Weir,  Exwick,  and  near  St.  David's  Station.  A 
packer  on  the  Great  Western  line,  found  on  the 
railway  last  week  a  fine  dog  otter,  weighing  231b., 
just  above  Hele  Station,  which  a  gentleman  secured 
and  is  going  to  have  stuffed.  Some  very  fine  perch 
have  been  caught  in  the  Exeter  Canal  near  Tutf 
and  at  Topsham  Locks  with  live  shrimp,  some 
over  a  pound.  A  few  mullet  and  bass  have  been 
caught  at  Exmouth,  the  latter  a  fine  lot  of  fish  ; 
.Mr.  R.  Mostyn  had  three  very  good  fish.  Flatfish 
are  also  plentiful.  Some  very  fine  mullet  are  in  the 
dock  here,  but  only  a  few  have  been  caught  with 
rag  worm. — Red  Palmer 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy). — The  water  still 
remsins  very  bright  and  clear,  and  there  is  no 
immediate  prospect  of  any  improvement.  Foi*  a 
week  past  the  wind  has  been  blowing  almost  a  gale 
from  the  north  and  north-east,  and  this,  coupled 
with  a  blazing  hot  sun  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  accounts  for  the  almost  total  absence  of  sport. 
The  only  noteworthy  take  recently  has  been  that  of 
Mr.  Blake,  of  Biggleswade,  who  secured  quite  a  nice 
basket  of  dace  with  the  fly  on  the  shallows  near 
Langford  Mill  on  Sept.  14. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  main  river  is  low 
and  streamless,  and  the  weather  during  the  past 
week  has  been  unfavourable  for  angling.  The 
result  is  that  there  has  been  very  little  sport, 
except  in  a  few  favoured  localities.  "The  best  sport 
has  again  been  obtained  in  the  backwaters  at 
Waltham,  and  roach  and  daco  have  been  princi- 
pally taken.  There  are  no  reports  from  the 
tributaries  Beane,  Ash,  Stort,  etc.,  this  week,  and 
from  this  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  anglers  out 
have  not  been  successful.  At  this  time  of  the  year 
anglers  would  do  well  to  give  boiled  wheat  a  trial, 
a  single  grain  tipping  a  No.  10  hook  will  often 
attract  a  large  roach.  Trout  fishing  ends  on 
Thursday  next. — Izaak  Walton. 

JtUgg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  rather  low  and  clear,  but 
the  late  rain  refreshed  them,  and  the  fine  days  and 
frosty  nights  have  brought  grayling  more  on  the 
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rise,   and  they  have   been   taking   fly  better. — 

GWYXXE. 

Otter  (Budleigli  Salterton). — The  last  few  days 
have  been  unfavourable  for  fishing,  as  a  violent  and 
cold  wind  has  been  blowing,  which  hag  stopped  the 
ris^  of  fly  and  kept  the  trout  down.  To-day 
(Sept.  21)  the  same  conditions  prevail.  The  water, 
however,  is  in  perfect  order  for  the  fly.  The  few 
sea-trout  which  are  in  the  public  water  here  seem  to 
be  small.  Two  were  taken  on  fly  last  week,  one  of 
over  l|-lb.,  the  other  under  lib.  The  likeliest  time 
for  a  little  sport  appears  to  be  for  an  hour  or  two 
about  midday. — Hekon. 

Onse  (HTUxtingdon).  —  Water  is  exceedingly 
clear ;  it  has  also  been  frosty  one  or  two  nights 
during  the  week.  The  two  combined  have  probably 
caused  the  roach,  bream,  and  rudd  to 'go  dead  oS  the 
feed,  for  but  very  few  of  these  fish  have  beea 
caught.  A  heavy  rain  of  at  least  twenty- four 
hours  would  much  improve  matters. — Chas.  A. 
Bryant. 

Fiymoxith. — There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the 
rivers,  and  during  the  week  about  a  dozen  salmon 
have  been  taken  on  the  Dart;  one  fisherman  also 
had  a  21b.  trout,  and  another  a  If-lb.  trout,  besides 
several  smaller  ones,  and  on  the  Tavy  the  fish  have 
bee.i  rising  pretty  well. — William  Hearder 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  river  is  in  very 
good  order,  and  many  pike  have  been  caught, 
though  none  of  noteworthy  size.  Roach  and  chub 
also  provide  plenty  of  ?port,  and  mixed  bag?  of 
coarse  fish  from  the  meres  are  common. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vymwy.  Taxi»t.  and  Cain  (Iilanymv- 
nech). — Magnificent  weather  still  prevails  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  sharp  frosty  nights  are  followed 
by  bright  sunshine  throughout  the  day,  and  gray 
ling  anglers  are  now  having  a  rare  time  of  it ; 
good  catchfS  are  reported,  not  only  in  these  rivers 
but  also  in  some  ^.f  the  other  tributaries  of  the 
Severn  where  they  were  formerly  quite  unknown. 
Coarse  fishing  has  also  bf  en  very  good  during  the 
past  week,  an  1  several  fair-sized  pike  captured,  as 
well  as  chub,  perch,  roach,  and  dace.  The  latter 
are  now  very  plentiful  in  most  of  these  streams. 
Very  little  indeed  has  recently  been  done  in  the 
way  of  trout  fishing. — Vyrnwy. 

Sassex  Rivers  and  Cliiohester  Canal. — Sport 
has  somewhat  improved  in  the  southern  rivers,  yet 
waters  are  low  and  bright :  a  good  downpour  wopld 
be  welcome.  The  Trafalgar  Anglers,  Brighton, 
completed  their  contest  on  the  Adur  at  Steyning  on 
Sept.  18.  Mr.  Bowman  took  the  lead  with  31b.  13oz., 
including  a  carp  of  21b.  ll-|oz  ,  Mr.  A.  Pomfrey 
second  with  21b,  lloz.,  a  carp  of  over  21b.  included. 
On  Sept.  16,  Mr.  A.  Ling,  fishing  in  the  Cuckmere 
at  Berwick,  captured  a  nica  roach  of  lib,  6^oz. ,  a 
heavy  fish  for  this  water,  and  a  couple  of  bream 
weighing  tf^gether  G^lb.  On  the  same  day,  from 
the  Ouse  at  Lewes,  Mr.  Geo.  Eustace  landed  a  roach 
of  lib.  62oz..  and  on  Sept.  18  Mr,  C.  W.  Markwick 
took  a  roach  of  lib.  l^Joz.,  Mr.  Stevens  a  nice 
roach  of  lib.  looz.,  and  Mr.  Kempshall  a  dace  of 
9oz.  Chichester  Canal  U  in  good  order,  bar  weeds. 
Bream  of  over  lib.  and  several  good  eels  have 
been  caught.  Some  fine  perch,  carp,  and  bream 
are  visible  in  the  Birdham  Reach  at  the  upper  loch, 
and  sizeable  roa'jh  are  in  fair  quantities  everywhere. 
'  iiichester  Harbour  is  worth  a  visit.    A  few  days 

rice  a  quantity  of  bass  were  taken  on  a  hand'  line 

trying  from  24b.  to  ^ib.    Bass  are  numerous  in  the 

iwer  reaches  nnd  are  taking  live  shrimp  or  prawn. 
■  luUet  aro  plentiful,  but  refuse  baits  ;  some  fine  fish 
have  been  netted.  Sea-trout  are  to  bo  found,  and 
codling  and  politick.  Conger  eels  are  feeding  freely 
and  run  large,  some  few  of  over  91b.  have  been 
captured.  There  are  also  brill,  plaice,  dabs  and 
flounders.  The  best  spot  is  at  the  harbour  mouth 
or  off  the  Pilsea  Piles. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (I»«idllow). — The  Tetne  is  in  good  or.ler  for 
fishing,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
have  used  fly,  maggot,  and  worm.  Pike  have  been 
feeding.  Mr.  Hush  last  week  took  two  small  ones 
with  live-bait.  In  the  water  above  the  castle  an 
angler,  with  the  gold  tipped  Blue  and  Green  Insect, 
landed  thirty  trout  and  grayling,  the  largest  grayling 
one  of  21b.  Mr.  H.  Brookes  landed  one  graylinc, 
jlh.,  wiih  fly.  With  maggot  Mr.  Newill,  near  Day's 
Mill,  land°d  about  forty  coarse  fish  in  a  short  time, 
including  some  trout  and  grayling. — S.  Ludlow. 

 ^Tenbtiry;.— The  'I'eme  is   in  good  order 

for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful 
and  fine,  with  frosty  nights,  and  grayling  have  been 
sporting  better.  A  fair  number  of  aoglers  have 
been  out,  and  f-ome  good-sized  grayling  landed. 
Prospf  cts  for  fishing  are  now  good. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — The  weather  has  been  generally 
against  angling  during  the  past  week.  Very  bright 
every  day,  and  a  gale  blowing  from  the  south-east 
Several  pike  have  been  caught,  but  the  largest 
wf-ighed  only  O^lb. — WiLLiA.\r  Vickbry. 

Tyne,  North  and  Etonth,  and  ITel{fhbonriuy 
Rivers. — These  rivers  are  still  very  low,  no  rain 
having  fallen  since  my  last  report.    Sport  in  con. 
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sequence  has  been  of  a  moderate  character.  A  few 
rods  have  been  out  on  the  North  Tyne  in  the 
Bellingham  district,  but  sport  has  been  anything 
but  good,  baskets  of  from  one  to  three  brace  being 
the  best  of  which  I  have  heard.  The  Coquet  is  very 
low.  A  few  trout  have  been  got  toivards  dusk  on 
the  Red  Quill.  At  Acklington  some  fair  sport  has 
been  had  amongst  the  salmon  and  sea  trout,  which 
owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water  are  unable  to 
proceed  further  up  the  river.  On  Friday  (Sept.  16) 
a  nice  grilse  of  61b.  was  taken,  and  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  17)  a  salmon  of  131b.  and  a  bull-trout  of 
nearly  51b.,  and  on  Monday  (Sept.  19)  several  grilse 
and  salmon,  including  one  of  111b. — Henry  A. 
MuRTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger -street,  Newcastle-on-Tyn3. 

Usk  (Usk). -The  river  rose  on  Sept.  14  about 
loin,,  but  since  the  very  fine  weather  again 
set  in  the  water  soon  became  low  and  clear. 
The  following  successes  have  been  reported:  — 
Sept  14,  Mrs.  Lister,  'one,  61b.,  in  the  Crows;  Mr. 
C.  W.  .Jervis  Smith,  one,  in  the  Raiche,  Mr.  J.  ^Pitt, 
one,  4^1b.,  in  Twm  Bicka ;  Capt.  Johnson,  one, 
151b.,  in  Coedyprior  ;  Mr.  Johnson,  one,  171b.,  in 
Penyllyn;  Mr.  Baillie,  three,  41b.,  101b.,  and  141b.  ; 
Sept.  15,  Mrs.  Lister,  two,  101b.  and  9Jlb.,  in 
Daniel's  Bath  and  Lower  Pandy;  Capt.  Johnson, 
one,  4Hb.,  in  Coedyprior;  Mrs.  Baillie,  one,  131b.; 
Mr.  G.'T.  Davies,  two,  4pb.  and  91b.,  in  the  Forgj 
Flat ;  Sept.  17,  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  one,  121b.,  in  the 
Rook  Pool.— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derveut  (Derbyslxiro).— These  rivers 
are  getting  lower  and  clearer  every  day,  althoug'o 
the  weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired, 
being  quite  summer-like.  Fish  have  not  risen  well 
during  the  past  few  days  as  a  strong  east  and 
north-easterly  wind  has  prevailed,  which  is  very 
unfavourable  for  the  fly  man.  Only  the  most  per- 
severing anglers  have  been  able  to  secure  two  and 
three  braes  each.  The  trout  season  is  fast  drawing 
to  a  close,  Sept.  30  being  the  last  day  on  most  of 
the  waters  in  this  district.  It  has  not  been  one  of 
the  be?t  trout  seasons  as  the  weather  was  too  hot  in 
the  middlo  of  the  summer.  A  few  good-sized  trout 
were  taken  in  various  ways.  The  grayling  season 
i?  ju3t  coming  to  its  best,  and  we  anglers  are  looking 
forward  to  having  good  sport  as  there  is  a  good 
stock  of  this  kind  of  fish  in  both  these  streams. 
After  a  few  frosts  to  destroy  the  midges  better  sport 
may  be  expected.  Useful  flies:  Cooper's  Little 
Grey  Fly,  Hare's  Ear,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Red 
Tag,  Black  Gnat,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Oerwent,  Oaa«, 
ato.  (Yorks), — All  our  Yorkshire  rivers  are  very 
low,  in  fact,  I  have  never  seen  the  Yore  much  lower 
than  it  is  at  present,  right  down  from  its  source  to 
Ripon.  There  is  certainly  less  water  in  the  upper 
reaches  than  there  was  at  midsummer.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  sport  being  almost  at  a 
standstill  on  this  river.  The  Swale  is  also  very 
low,  and  from  Cab  Holes  down  to  Catterick,  also 
some  of  the  mountain  tributaries  are  all  but 
dry.  The  Wharfe  is  low,  too.  In  the  upper 
reaches  very  few  anglers  have  been  seen  out.  The 
days  are  brilliantly  tine,  almost  like  summer  in  the 
daytime,  but  when  the  sun  sets  the  nights  are  quite 
chilly.  Sport  on  the  Wharfe  in  the  upper  reaches 
has  been  c(uiet.  In  the  lower  reaches  some  nice 
baskets   of  grayling    and  dace  have  been  got 


Trout,  Ska-Tkout,  ani>  Salmon  Fliks.— One  of  the  lariiest 
stocks  ill  tlio  kinjtdoin.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  pai  t.s.  Mounted  fly  oasts  for 
liver  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  madu  for  any  water. 
Extra  flue  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  7.')lb.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Spei;ial  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  taiiered.  Is.  ;  flrst  (inality, 
!)d.  each.— J.  E.  Miw.kr,  Northern  Aniilers'  l)ep6t,  ID,  New 
St«tion-strect,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  " Piscator,  Leeds." 


with  the  worm  and  gentle.  Very  few  anglers 
out  on  the  Nidd,  Derwont,  and  Rye.  Sport 
will  not  improve  on  these  streams  until  rain 
fa'ls.  Several  angling  competitions  have  taken 
place.  The  members  of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Club 
fished  their  last  match  of  the  season  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  17,  at  Stamford  Bridge — first  prize  was  taken 
by  Mr.  E.  Simpson,  21b.  3  20z.;  second,  Mr.  A.  Fen- 
ton,  lib.  9J[0z.;  third,  Mr.'j.  Rob8on,llb.  5oz.  On 
the  same  day  the  George  IV.  Angling  Club  fished  a 
roving  match  at  Bishopthorpe,  first,  Mr.  R.  Lawson, 
31b.  9oz  ;  second,  Mr.  W.  Henderson,  3lb.  8oz.; 
third,  Mr.  W.  Hudson,  lib.  14xoz.  On  Monday, 
Sept.  19,  the  River  Witham,  between  Boston  and 
Lincoln  was  visited  by  the  Sheffield  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers,  over  1000  anglers  taking  part, 
covering  a  distance  of  si.x  miles  in  length  The 
Association  offered  £150  in  prizes  to  the  competitors. 
1st  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  F.  Newton,  Mosborough, 
61b.  8Joz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  W.  Whittaker,  01b.  7|oz.  ;  3rd, 
Mr.  J.  Mason,  51b.  5Joz.  Trout  fi-hing  may  be  said 
to  be  virtually  over  for  this  season.  There  is  very 
little  doing  in  the  way  ot  grayling  fishing,  and  sport 
will  not  improve  until  there  is  a  freshet.  Best  flies: 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Pale  Autumn 
Dun,  Snipe  and  Purple. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Messrs.  Sidgwick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch,  and  others 
have  been  making  baskets  of  two  to  two  and  a  half 
dozen  trout  on  Lochs  Boarlan,  Urigill,  and  other 
waters. — B. 

Beauly. — Excellent  angling  continues  to  be  had 
in  the  Beauly  district  During  the  week  some  very 
good  takes  of  trout  were  obtained  on  the  home 
reaches  and  in  the  tidal  waters  by  Mr.  Cameron, 
Moniach  Castle.  The  absence  of  rain  has,  how- 
ever, caused  the  river  to  fall  very  low.  Messrs. 
Phipps  and  party,  Beaufort  Castle,  did  very  well  on 
the  Oastlj  waters.  Mr.  Barry  and  party,  Struy 
Lodge,  had  one  of  the  most  successful  weeks  of  the 
whole  season.  Mr.  Henderson's  party  at  Braulen 
also  did  very  well ;  while  the  Eilean  Aigas,  Erchless, 
Fasnakyle,  and  Eskadale  parties  had  some  good 
sport.  Lochs  Monar  and  Moillie  have  been  very 
productive ;  and  splendid  baskets  have  been  had  on 
the  Affarie,  Strathconon,  Fasnakyle,  and  Erchless 
lochs.  The  body  of  the  gillie,  Duncan  Macrae, 
drowned  at  Beauly  on  Sept.  6,  was  recovered  on 
Sept.  1 6,  after  being  ten  days  in  the  water  and  quite 
decomposed. — A.  R. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle. — As  bait  fishing  in 
Esk  and  Liddle  closed  on  the  night  of  Sept.  8,  fly 
will  be  the  only  lure  permissible  till  the  end  of  the 
season,  a  good  five  weeks  yet.  In  Langholm  water, 
Mr.  G.  M.  Little  had  two  sea-trout  and  one  herling 
on  the  night  of  Sept.  16,  and  for  the  week  seven 
sea-trout  and  two  herling,  two  of  the  sea  trout 
weighing  2 Jib.  each.  Mr.  Jas.  Wilson  had  a  sea- 
troutof  Hlb.  at  Skipper's  Bridge.  Mr.  T.  Morrison, 
jun. ,  Langholm,  landed  a  salmon  at  Todholes, 
which  scaled  171b.  Mi*.  W.  Bell  had  a  sea-trout  of 
21b.  in  Langholm  water.  Mr,  T.  Bell  landed  a  grilse, 
weighing  51b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Borthwick  had  a  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling.  In  Westerkirk  water, 
above  Langholm,  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  had  five  sea-trout 
at  a  fishing.  In  the  Broomholm  reserved  water 
fairly  good  sport  has  been  had  with  sea  truut  and 
herling,  and  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  presei'ves 
below  Langholm  good  catches  have  bsen  made, 
lu  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  Jas.  Steel  had  a  good 
basket  o£  herling  and  a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Fost  >r  creeled 
a  dozen  herling ;  Rev.  J.  W.  Haden,  Wolver- 
hampton, had  five  sea-trout  in  the  Double  water; 
Mr.  D.  Anderson  had  half  a  score  of  herling 
and  two  sea-trout.  Mr.  J.  Scott  had  a  sea-trout 
and  some  herling  in  the  Byreburnfoot  water ;  Mr. 
T.  Steele,  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  J. 
Hill  had  two  sea-trout  and  some  herling  in  the 
Double  water,  and  in  the  same  water  Mr.  Yates 
had  a  nice  basket  of  sea-trout  and  hsrling;  Mr.  W. 
Graham,  one  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  tierling  in 
Byreburnfoot  water ;  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  a  sea- 
trout  Eind  six  herling ;  Mr.  A.  Jardine,  half  a  score 
of  herling  in  the  same  water;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  half 
a  dozen  herling  and  three  sea-trout,  while  good 
baskets  have  been  got  by_other  anglers  staying  at 
the  Crosskeys  Hotel,  Canonbie.  In  the  Netherby 
reserved  water,  Mr.  T.  Robinson  had  twelve  herling  ; 
the  Rev.  J,  C.  Graham,  fishing  in  the  same  water, 
caught  a  grilse  weighing  61b.  Fishing  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  Liddle  water,  Mr.  J.  Anderson  had  one 
sea-trout  and  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout.  In 
the  Gullet  Pool  Mr.  Ferguson  had  one  sea-trout, 
half  a  dozen  herling,  and  some  yellow  trout;  Mr. 
Edgar,  a  sea-trout  and  a  good  basket  of  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  three  sea-trout  in  Kershope 
House  water  ;  Mr.  A.  Johnstone  had  a  good  tiasket 
of  yel'ow  trout  and  some  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot, 
two  herling  and  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout, 
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above  Newcastleton ;  Mr.  J.  Watson  had  a  similar 
basket  in  the  same  water ;  Mr.  A.  Hardie,  half  a 
dozen  herling  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Sergeant 
Newton  had  similar  kills  in  the  Upper  Liddle. 
Good  catches  of  herling  have  been  made  in  Clerk- 
leap  Pool  and  Sandholm  Pool.  In  the  lower 
stretches  of  the  Liddle  salmon  are  showing  freely, 
and  good  sport  is  anticipated,  while  night  fishing 
promises  well.  Below  Penton,  Mr.  J.  Graham 
had  half  a  dozen  herling  and  two  sea-trout  ; 
Mr.  Keen  had  a  nice  basket  of  herling  and 
some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Johnstone,  two  sea- 
trout  and  several  herling.  Some  nice  baskets  of 
herling  and  yellow  trout  have  been  got  between 
the  Inch  Pool  and  Damfoot  Pool,  adjoining  the 
Willow  Pool.  The  tributaries  of  the  Esk — namely, 
the  Ewes,  Wauchope,  Tarras,  Meggat,  and  Stennish 
waters — have  up  to  the  present  supplied  good  sport 
with  yellow  trout,  and  the  Hermitage — the  principal 
feeder  of  the  Liddle — has  also  afforded  capital 
yellow  trout  fishing,  while  an  odd  sea-trout  now 
and  then  has  been  caught  in  the  lower  reaches  close 
to  the  Liddle. — Gilnockie. 

Carrou  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  — On  the 
head  streams  of  this  river,  Mr.  Kenrick  and  party, 
Alladule  Lodge,  have  been  getting  good  spoit  with 
rod  and  in  the  forest  with  the  guns.  They  have 
landed  two  salmop,  131b.,  two  grilse,  Opb,,  108  eea- 
trout,  averaging  I  j  b.,  and  over  .00  brown  trout. 
In  the  forest  they  have  killed  nineteen  stags  (one  a 
magnificent  royal),  three  roebucks,  160  brace  of 
grouse,  besides  ptarmigan,  snipe,  hares,  etc. — B. 

Harris  Hotel  Waters. — On  these  waters  for  six 
days'  angling  to  Sept.  20  there  were  caught  fifty- 
five  sea-trout,  weighing  SSJlb.,  and  two  salmon, 
121b.  The  salmon  were  both  caught  by  Mr.  Greig. 
Plenty  of  fish  showing,  but  of  small  size. — W.  J. 
Cameron. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  for  the  week  ending 
Sept.  17  has  b.  en  1  salmon  weighing  51b  ,  and  245 
sea  trout  weighing  1201b.  IJoz.  Of  these  there 
were  caught  in  Rodel  Waters  1  salmon  and  120 
sea-trout,  and  in  Finsbay  Water.s  125  sea-trout. 
The  heaviest  sea-trout  weighed  21b.  14oz. — G.  D. 
Stirling. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  lower  Isla  is  in  splendid  con- 
dition, the  weather  is  summer-like,  and  a  great 
many  salmon  are  up  just  now.  Mr.  J.  Stewart, 
from  the  Royal  Hotel,  Coupar,  on  Sept.  14,  had  a 
fish  of  Gib.  ;  Mr.  G.  Ban»  erman  one  of  OJlb.  ;  and 
another  gentleman  one  of  101b.  Trout  are  getting 
pravid  on  the  upper  Isla,  and  not  many  have  been 
out,  and  these  have  met  with  poor  sport.  Grouse 
being  rather  scarce,  sportsmen  are  giving  more 
attention  to  loch  trout  fishing,  and  of  late  not  a  few 
very  good  creels  have  been  made.  As  the  greater 
number  of  shootings  have  a  loch  or  trout  pond,  the 
amount  of  sport  got  and  trout  killed  have  been 
very  confid>rable.  Some  heavy  trout  have  been 
got  on  Auchintaple  Loch. — Iasgair. 

Lochiuver  (Culag  Hotel).— On  Sept.  11,  Mr. 
Skinner,  one  sea-trout,  l^b. ;  Mr.  Fox,  eleven  trout, 
6ilb.  On  12th,  Mr.  Skinrer,  sixteen  trout,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  C'ark  (sea),  big  catch  of  general  fish.  On  I4th, 
Mr.  Ciark  (sea),  901b.  of  various  fish.  On  15th,  Mr. 
Gooi'all,  sixteen  trout,  6|lb.  ;  Mr.  Skinner,  one 
salmon,  151b.,  one  grilse,  C^b.,  end  one  sea-trout, 
l£ib.  ;  Mr.  Clark  (sea),  fifteen  fish.  On  16th,  Mr. 
Goodall,  sixteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Ince,  one  sea- trout, 
|lb.  On  17th,  Messrs.  Ince  and  Harris,  fifteen 
trout,  61b.;  Mr.  Goodall,  thii teen  trout,  4|lb.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joicey  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner  (sea), 
twi  niy-five  gurnet  ;  Messrs.  Constable  and  Garton 
(sea),  fifteen  fieh  of  sorts. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  (n  Sept.  12,  Mr.  Lindsay 
killed  a  nice  grilse  weighing  4pb.,  and  four  trout^ 
2lii. ;  Mr.  Logan,  two  trout,  21b.  ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harold  Thomas,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  twenty  trout, 
81b.  On  Sept.  13,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Logan  had 
three  ttout,  51b.;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas,  on 
Loch  Mhor,  ten  trout,  4Jlb.  On  Sept.  14,  on  Loch 
Ness,  Mr.  Lindsay  had  three  trout,  21b.;  and  on 
Loch  Mhor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas,  ten  trout,  i^lb. ; 
and  Mr.  Logan,  three  trout,  l^b.  On  Sept.  16,  on 
Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Lindsay  had  six  trout,  3ilb. ;  Mr. 
Logan,  nine  trout,  41b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas, 
on  Loch  Mhor,  eight  trout,  S^b.  On  Sept.  16,  on 
Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Logan,  seven  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Lind- 
say, five  trout,  2|lb. ;  and  on  Loch  Mhor,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harold  Thomas,  twelve  trout,  4|lb.  On 
Sept.  17,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Lindsay,  five  trout, 
21b. ;  Mr.  Logan,  seven  trout,  S^b. ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harold  Thomas,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  fifteen 
troirt,  51b. — S.  Tilston. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — On 
Sept.  12,  Mr.  Latter,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon 
on  Beat  No.  1.  On  13th,  Mr.  Biddle.  Syre  Lodg ', 
had  three  on  No.  2,  and  Mr.  Baxondale,  Altnaharra, 
two,  on  No.  6.  On  14th,  Mr.  Danckwerts,  Syre 
Lodge,  caught  a  beauty  of  201b.  on  Beat  No.  3,  and 
Mrs.  Danckwerts,  one,  on  No.  4.    On  16th,  Mr. 


Baxendale,  Altnaharra,  had  one  salmon  on  No.  3. 

— B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  rivers  all  over 
the  north  are  altogether  too  low  for  any  kind  of 
sport,  and  any  rains  that  have  fallen  recently  have 
had  little  or  no  appreciable  effect  or  lasting  good. 
The  weather  is  all  right  for  the  farmer  and  the 
tourist,  but  the  other  way  about  for  the  angler. 
On  the  King's  waters  at  Balmoral  a  good  deal  of 
angling  is  being  indulged  in  by  guests  and  officials 
with  varying  success.  The  Prince  of  Wales  has 
been  dividing  his  time  between  the  river  and  the 
moor,  and  the  other  evening  had  a  nice  fish  of  141b. 
On  the  Ballater,  Aboyne,  and  Kincardine  reaches  an 
occasional  salmon  and  grilse  are  being  got.  There 
seems  no  decided  lack  of  fish,  only  the  water  is  too 
small  and  clear.  On  the  Culter  water,  Capt.  Savie, 
staying  at  the  Duff  Arms  Hotel  there,  had  two  of 
81b.  and  131b.  and  four  of  SJlb.,  131b.,  251b.,  and 
261b.  for  the  past  ten  days.  On  the  Murtle  and 
Blairs  sections  finnock  are  in  strong  force,  but 
salmon  very  scarce.  On  the  tidal  waters,  Messrs. 
Jamieson,  Robertson,  Green,  and  others  tire  having 
from  six  to  twelve  finnock  daily,  but  here  again 
the  small,  clear  waters  prevent  sport  of  the  normal 
order.  Don. — A  few  fish  got  away  with  the  last 
fill,  but  little  or  nothing  has  been  seen  of  them. 
The  river  is  again  as  low  as  ever.  Ythan  and 
Ugie. — A  good  few  finnock  and  sea-trout  are  now 
in  the  tideway,  and  with  a  fill,  however  slight,  good 
sport  would  be  the  order  of  the  day  now  right  on 
to  the  close. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— Since 
last  reported,  Mr.  Eley,  Perth,  and  Mr.  Ball,  London, 
have  been  having  fair  sport  on  Loch  More  and  Loch 
Merkland.  Sea-trout  averaged  lib.  each,  and  brown 
trout  close  on  ^b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.—  The  past  week  has  brought 
U9  a  continuation  of  the  exceptionally  fine  weather 
experienced  during  the  past  fortnight,  and  with  the 
river  down  to  summer  level,  angling  has  been  very 
disappointing  in  the  Border  district  rivers,  except 
to  night  fishers,  who  have  had  uncommonly  good 
baskets  with  night  fly.  The  Annan. — This  river 
has  been  very  low  for  a  fortnight,  and  a  beginning 
has  not  been  made  with  the  salmon  fly.  Some 
back-enders  are  showing  in  the  pools,  though 
there  are  very  few  of  them.  In  the  lower 
part  of  Violetbank  stream  on  Saturday  night, 
Mr.  Thomas  Shorbridge-Tweedie,  fishing  with  fly, 
caught  eleven  herling.  In  the  Howes  pool  on 
Monday  night  he  had  a  fine  basket  of  twenty-three 
herling,  all  between  ^b.  and  lib.  each,  and  on 
Tuesday  night  he  took  eleven  good  fish.  Mr.  Gilbert 
Tweedie,  of  the  Moat,  caught  a  dozen  herling  on 
Tuesday  night  below  the  Howes  pool  with  fly,  but 
he  had  only  a  brace  on  Monday  night.  Mr. 
William  Thomson,  fishing  higher  up  the  river 
on  Saturday  night,  had  seven  herling,  and  in 
the  Northfield  and  Galabank  water  on  Monday 
night  he  had  a  capital  creel  of  herling.  Mr. 
Eric  Nicholson,  fisfiing  the  same  water,  had 
over  a  dozen  on  Monday  night,  and  a  similar  bag  on 
Tuesday  night.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  a  number  of 
good  fish  on  Monday  evening,  and  Mr.  Frank 
Anderson  had  nine  or  ten  herling  in  the  Fish  House 
Water.  A  number  of  other  anglers  had  similar 
catches  with  fly.  In  the  higher  waters  not  much 
ha3  been  done  during  daytime,  and  few  rods  have 
been  fishing  at  night.  In  the  free  waters  at  Hightae 
an  odd  salmon  or  two  have  been  seen  rising,  and  in 
Rotchell  poul,  of  Murraythwaite,  there  is  a  fair  show 
of  salmon.  Trout  fishers  have  had  disappointing 
baskets  in  the  upper  waters  where  the  fine  weather 
and  low,  clear  waters  have  put  a  stop  to  fishing 
this  week.  The  -Dumfries  Nith — In  common 
with  the  other  rivers  of  the  district,  the  Nith  and  its 
tributaries  aretoo  lo  w  f  orsalmon  fishing,  and  the  sport 
among  tr  >ut  shows  a  considerable  f  alling-off  this  week. 
Anglers  have  had  smaller  creels  of  trout  in  the  Mid- 
Nithsdale  Association  waters.  One  or  two  rods 
have  had  from  a  brace  to  three  brace  of  herling  in 
the  Closeburn  waters  below  Thornhill.  The  Gallo- 
way Rivers. — These  rivers  are  down  at  a  summer 
level,  and  angling  is  at  its  lowest  ebb  this  week  on 
all  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry.  The  Ayrshire 
Rivers  and  Lochs. — Some  sport  is  still  being  had 
on  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington,  but  the  loch  closes 
its  anglingnext  week-end.  On  Sept.  14,  Mr.  Wallace 
and  boatman  had  a  few  nice  trout  on  Loch  Doon, 
the  heaviest  fish  weighing  21b.  3oz.  On  a  private 
loch  the  other  day  two  Annan  anglers  caught 
twenty- five  yellow  trout  each,  weighing  up  to  l^lb. 
— Hbatherbell. 

Tay. — Very  fair  sport  has  been  got  on  several  of 
the  beats  during  the  past  week,  but  the  river  is  now 
getting  too  small,  being  almost  at  summer  le\  el, 
and  until  there  is  another  spate  good  catches,  at 
least  in  the  reaches  about  Dunkeld,  can  hardly  be 
expected.  The  catches  reported  for  week  ending 
Sept.  30  were  as  follows  : — Dunkeld  Water. — On 
Sept.  15  Mr.  Romanes  killed  on  the  upper  beat 
one  grilse  of  61b.,  while  Mr.   John   A.  Park,  on 


the  Eastwood  stretch,  landed  a  salmon  of  151b, 
Meikleoub. — Mr.  W.  T.  Craw8ha3',  fishing  thia  ^ 
water  on  Sept.  17,  landed  a  salmon  of  161b.,  whilefl 
Capt.  J.  W.  St.  L.  Wheble  had  two  grilse  of  Hb.M 
each  on  Sept.  15,  and  Miss  Bradshaw  one  of  6^lb.H 
on  Sept.  20.    Islamouth. — Fishing  thi^  beat  onfl 
Sept.  14,  Lord  Biythswood  had  one  salmon  o^^ 
ISJlb.  and  a  grilse  of   5lb.,  and  the  Bishop  otB 
London  four  grilse  of  lOjlb.,  81b.,  71b  ,  and  6jlb.^ 
on  Sept.  16.    Upper  Carqill. — Mr.  Basil  Moon  had 
two  grilse  of  91b.  and  61b.  on  this  beat  on  Sept.  14, 
while  Lord  Cairns  on  Sept.  19  landed  a  fish  of  16lb., 
and  Mr.  Ward  one  of  191b.  on  Sept.  20.  Willies 
Stone. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept.  14  Lord 
Cairns  killed  a  salmon  of  151b.   Upper  Stobhall.— 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats,  fishing  thia  water  on  Sept  14, 
had   one  salmon  of  lejlb.  and  a  grilse  of  101b,. 
while   on   Sept.    16    Mr.    Archibald   Coats  and 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  landed  a  fish  of  141b.  Lower 
Stobhall. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept.  15,  Mr, 
Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  killed  five 
salmon  of  23^15.,  21  Jib.,  211b.,  181b.,  and  151b.,  and 
a  grilse  of  71b.  ;  while  from  the  second  boat,  Mr.  G. 
Coats  had  one  fish  of  251b.,  and  Mr.  Gardiner,  a 
grilse  of  91b.    On  the  17th,  Messrs.  A,  Coats  and 
P.  D.  Malloch  had  one  fish  of  221b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
61b.    On  the  20th,  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  had  one  grilse  of 
61b. ;  while  from  the  second  boat  Mr.  Jas.  J.  Barclay 
killed  two  salmon  of  421b.  and  13lb.    The  421b.  fish 
is  the  heaviest  reported  to  be  killed  by  rod  on  the 
Tay  thia  season.    It  was  a  fine  shaped  male  fish  in 
good  condition,  and  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Malloch, 
Perth,  to  have  a  cast  taken  from  it.    The  lure  used 
was  a  No.  5  0  Wilkinson  fly. — Burn  mouth. — Mr, 
Menzies,  fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  14,  had  one 
fish  of  211b.,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M  P.,  on  the 
15th,   a  salmon  of    191b.  and  a  grilse  of  5lb., 
while  Mr.  May  had  a  grilse  of  7lb.  <  n  the  17.b, 
and  the   boatman  a  fish  of   161b  on  the  iOth. 
Lower  Cargill. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  17, 
Lord  Hardwicke  killed  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and 
another  of  141b.  on  S°pt.  20.    Stanley  Water. — 
Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  landed  one  salmon,  141b.,  on  Sept. 
14,  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  each   on   Sept.  16, 
while    Mrs.    Martin  had  one  grilse   of  5^\h.  on 
Sept,  17,   and  a  salmon  of   151b.  on   Sept.  19, 
and  Miss  Martin  a  fish  of   111b.   on  Sept.  16. 
Catholes  and  Benchill. — Fishing  these  two  beat^ 
on  alternate  days,  Mr.  Clarke  landed  one  grilse  of 
91b.,  on  Stpt.  14,  and  a  salmon  of  151b.  on  Sept.  20, 
while  Mr.  Tarbet  had  one  fish  of  131b.,  and  two 
g-ilse  of  61b.  and  71b.  on  Sept.  15,  and  one  grilse  of 
5lb.  on  Sept.  16  ;  and  Mr.  Boden  one  grilse  of  8ib. 
on  Sept.  15,  and  another  of   31b.  on  Sept.  17. 
Battleby. — Mr.  W.  H.  Coats,  fishing  on  this  water 
on  Sept.  14,  had  one  grilse  of  141b.,  and  Mr.  D. 
Coats  one  of  4ilb.    On  Sept.  15,  Mr.  D.  Coats  had 
one  fish  151b.,  and  a  grilse  of  71b. ;  on  Sept.  16,  a 
salmon  of   161b.,  and  a  grilse  of  51b. ;   and  on 
Sept.  17  another  grilse  of  71b.  ;  while  Mrs  Coats 
had  one  salmon  of  \2^lb.  on  Sept.  15,  and  Mr.  G. 
H.  Coats  a  fish  of  16Jlb.  on  Sept.  19.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone). — The  Ballin- 
derry  closes  for  aughng  on  Sept.  30.  There  is  a 
big  lot  of  salmon  and  lake  trout  up  from  Lough 
Neagh.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  take  the  month 
of  October  off  the  open  season,  as  it  was  formerly 
the  be-t  month  for  lake  trout.  Since  August  some 
fine  lake  trout  were  killed.  Mr.  A.  M  Brennen 
killed  one  measuring  2ft.  Sin.  in  length  an  I  scaling 
141b  ,  and  W.  Kempton  killed  three  scaling  lOlb., 
Olb.,  and  51b.  respectively,  and  John  Kempton  had 
one  121b.— J.  A.  B. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).— Ouring  week 
ending  Sept.  17,  Mr.  H.  J.  Foster  secured  seventy 
one  sea-trout  and  one  salmon  (71b.) ;  Mr.  VV.  W. 
Wickham,  twenty-seven  sea-trout;  Mrs.  Warner, 
forty  sea-trout  and  one  salmon  (71b.);  Messrs. 
Graham  and  Fenton,  forty-two  sea-trout ;  the 
Princes  Meerza,  forty  sea- trout ;  Mr.  W.  F.  S.  Perry, 
forty-one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Heygate,  twenty  sea- 
trout  in  three  days ;  Dr.  Fenton,  seventy-one  sea- 
trout.  Total  for  week :  322  sea-trout  and  two 
salmon  (141b.).  Weather  has  been  changeable  and 
unfavourable  for  fishing,  with  generally  an  east 
wind. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— The  drying  east  winds  and 
bright  sunshine  that  were  experienced  through  the 
week  reduced  this  river  eight  inches,  and  all  the  casta 
on  the  middle  and  upper  sectioi.s  are  in  order. 
Salmon  came  to  the  fly  where  the  water  was  shallow 
enough  for  it  to  be  used,  and  sport  was  obtained.  Mr. 
H.  H.  Molyneux  has  caught  five  grilse,  4ilb.,  ojlb,, 
5Jlb.,  61b.,  and  6Jlb.,  and  one  salmon  27ilb. ;  Mr. 
F.  Wilson  two  grilse,  4lb.  and  7ilb.,  and  two  salmon, 
121b.  and  25ib. ;  Mr.  Archdale  thrte  salmon,  lOlb., 
191b.,  and  25lb.  at  Kilrea;  Mr.  F.  McErlean  three 
salmon,  141b,,  1410.,  and  161b.,  at  Portglenone  ;  and 
Mr.  Andrews  six  salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from 
61b.  to  12ilb.,  on  the  rapids  at  Movanagher.  A  run 
of  autumn  salmon  newly  in  from  the  sea  passed 
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Zoo 


BURBERRY-PROOF 


THE 

SPORTSiWAN  CAP. 

"  The  best  fishing  hat  I 
ever  used.  You  can  have 
it  as  light  as  you  like, 
and  yet  it  will  keep  out 
any  amount  of  rain,  and 
the  peak  protects  the 
eyes,  ears,  and  back  of 
nec)i.  '  —Pishing  Gazette. 


Every 

Borberry-Proof 
bears  a 

Barberry  Label. 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 

Ppovide  the  Angler 
with  every  need, 
affording'  him— 

(1)  Protection  from 
Wet  in  all  forms. 

(2)  Self- Ventilation. 

(3)  Coolness  and  Light 
ness. 

(4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


No  kit  in  the  world  gives 
such  freedom  of  swing  to 
the  arms.  A  characteristic 
essential  not  only  to  Anglers, 
but  for  the  devotees  of  all 
other  forms  of  Sport.  Looks 
smart  as  well  as  workman- 
like, and  unparalleled  for 
excellence  of  material  and 
design. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

TliorouKlily  adapted  to  tlic  reijiiire- 
nients  of  the  angler.  Double  brim, 
arranged  U>  hold  casts  and  flies,  &c. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregrinations  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali- 
ties, whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  of  any 
kind  in  the  open  air. 


BURBERRY  FISHINQ  SUIT. 


FISHING  SLIP-ON. 


30,  3I5  HAYMARKET,  LONDON  ;  Sc  BASINGSTOKE, 

iL^OJL.C:JF^S'    HOTBI^S,    FISHIl<ilG    QUART£;RS,  Se,G. 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  season's  catch  : 
U,615  Trout  =  2  tons  3cwt.  271b.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. — Par- 
ticulars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 

OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PAKADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fishintr  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHINO    FREE.  POSTING. 
 Mrs,  mac  KAY. 

CXJLAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing, 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires  ;  "  Gulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ken  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent :  twelve  miles  from  Olian  and  foui' 
from  L^jch  Awe.  Sjilendid  Salmon  and  'I'rout 
Fi»hin({  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
(itxy<\  Hea  Trout  Fishing  on  I-och  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  L<jch  Xant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Postinp;.  A 
Golf  Course  lias  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7,12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staff  a  and  lona  Trip  and  the(;rinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  theOlenetive 
»nd  Olencoe  cf^aches  call  daily.  A  8pa<;iou9  New 
Smoking  R/xim  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

I).  .VIACUONALI),  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  UDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Bright,  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  Traffells,  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan,  75 
acres,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing  ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  Fishing:  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
River  C'rygill.  best  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1. 
A  MODERN  HOUSE,  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea,  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel.  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N,  Wales. 

Pour  miles  of  Trout  Pishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Buabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
Qsiriog,  via  Chirk. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughteraid. 

within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Kisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  liedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
ioom(hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  KAUQHTOS,  Proprietor. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Cpolly  River,  and 

Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dimgloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 

Fishery. 
H  A  N  L  O  S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TRODT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manaqerkss. 


This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


LOWESTOFT. 
SEA  FISHING. 

BOARD  RESIDENCE  for  Gentlemen,  close 
to  Clareniont  Pier.  —  Miller,  Lea  View, 
Pakclleld,  Lowestoft. 


GRAYLING  FISHING. 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
Fbedebic  Hughes,  Architect, Worcester. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

BRIMPTON,  near  READING. 


BERKSHIRE  TROUT  FOR  STOCKING. 


Book  early,  for  delivery  in  October  and 
November,  and  secure  the  best  fish. 
Send  post  card  for  prices  to  Mahageb. 


SEA  FISHING, 

SOUTHWOLD,  SUFFOLK. 

Fishing  or  Sporting  Guest  received  for 
the  season  (or  longer)  in  gentleman's 
family.  Large  house,  with  lawn ;  best 
position,  facing  sea.  Excellent  sport 
from  piers  or  boats.  Golf,  shooting 
(wild  fowl,  &c.).   Further  particulars  of 

Mr.  Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.), 

"  Seacroft,"  Southwold. 
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over  the  weirs  and  are  resting  on  the  Portglenone 
and  Kilrea  reaches. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  very  fine  weather 
has  reduced  the  Comber,  Clady,  Crunalin, 
Glenavy,  and  upper  waters  of  the  Lagan  to  a 
low  state,  and  very  little  was  done  on  them 
since  last  notes.  A  few  white  trout  are  in  the  tide- 
way of  the  Lagan.  Angling  on  the  Marshallstown 
and  Woodburn  waters  is  decidedly  poor,  from  two 
to  half-a-dozen  fish  per  rod  being  the  usual.  Stoney- 
ford  Dam  is  doing  poorly.  Although  it  holds  some 
big  "unapproachables,"  very  few  were  taken  this 
season.  The  Maine  is  in  very  good  order,  and  there 
some  sport  has  been  had  by  city  anglers. — J.  A.  H. 

Cummeragli  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry),  —  The 
above  waters  have  been  in  order,  but  sport  has  not 
been  good.  A  few  peal  have  been  had  on  each 
water  and  some  sea-trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Sport 
improved  a  little  on  the  Erne  recently,  and  the  river 
is  now  in  fair  fishing  order.  The  following  anglers 
captured  amongst  them  sixteen  salmon  and  grilse, 
ranging  in  weight  from  41b.  to  171b. : — Messrs. 
Taylor  and  friend,  Mr.  Church,  Mr.  R.  Atkinson, 
Mr.  N.  Raid,  General  and  Captain  Luerd,  Mr.  F,  G. 
Nieholls,  etc.  Mr.  R.  Crawford,  C.E,,  landed  one 
salmon  of  121b.,  and  the  Masters  Crawford  have  had 
some  fair  trout  fishing  also.  Generally  the  sport 
was  fair  on  the  river  during  the  past  week. 

Killaruey. — Sport  has  ehown  up  a  good  deal  in 
the  salmon  department  lately.  Brown  trout  have 
yielded  good  sport,  but  no  heavy  fish  have  been 
had.  On  Lough  Quittane  brown  trout  have  been 
giving  good  sport  The  back-end  angling  promises 
well.— T.  J.  D.  V 

Iieenane. — The  fishing  at  Leenane,  Connemara, 
is  excellent,  and  will  continue  good  to  the  end  of 
October,  several  rods  catching  as  many  as  eighteen 
sea- trout  per  day. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle). — Sport  has  been  excellent 
since  Sept.  1.  Capt.  and  MirS  SeppLngs  had  a  cood 
many  nice  trout  up  to  3  Jib.  Capt.  anH  Mrs.  Ford- 
Hutohinson  also  had  good  sport.  On  Sept.  15, 
Capt.  Ford-Hutchinson  got  three  trout,  largest 
31b.  ;  on  the  IGth,  five,  largest  61b.  ;  on  the  17th, 
one,  2 Jib.  ;  on  the  19th,  one,  IJlb. — Geo.  Acheson. 

JiOVLgh.  Corrib  (Railway  Hotel). — Colonel  H.  W. 
Shakerley  and  his  brother,  G,  J.  Shakerley,  fished  the 
Corrib  for  1  he  past  two  weeks,  and  their  best  weighed 
7Ib.,  a  splendid  fish  in  fine  condition,  and  sjlb., 
with  numerous  smaller  trout,  some  percli  and  pike. 
The  weather  for  the  fortnight  was  very  rough,  with 
a  great  deal  of  rain  falling,  which  caused  the  lake  to 
rise  and  make  the  water  muddy  and  black.  There 
is  a  total  change.  The  water  is  rlear  with  a  nice 
bieeze  moving  over  the  lake  ;  there  is  very  good 
prospect  of  good  takes  for  this  monih  and  next. — 
T.  F.  Naughton. 

Longh  Cnrrane,  etc  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry).— 
Owing  to  bad  weather,  sport  has  fallen  away  very 
much,  generally  speaking.  On  Sept.  17,  Mr.  and 
Miss  Stewart  caught  a  dozen  sea- trout  and  four 
brown  trout.  The  season  ends  on  Oct.  15,  and 
good  sport  is  expected  among  salmon  and  sea-trout 
henceforward. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Slelvin; — Spoit  has  been  fair  during  the 
past  week,  chiefly  amongst  the  gillaroo  trout,  and 
the  anglers  out  from  the  surrounding  districts 
enjoyed  some  very  decent  catches  of  trout. 
Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  were  Dr. 
Whiteford,  Mr.  J.  Paterson,  N.A.,  Mr.  J.  Campbell 
and  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell,  Lieutenant 
Campbell,  Lord  Louth  and  others.  Mr.  F.  Grimes 
caught  a  brown  trout  of  Clb.  on  Sept.  16. — M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Hoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).—  Salmon  angling  on  the  Moy,  Loughs  Conn 
and  CuUen  closed  here  on  Sept.  18.  Capt.  Browne,  on 
Sept.  15,  had  thiee  grilse,  181b.,  and  one  sea-trout, 
4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  John  Garvey,  one  grilse,  6Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Joseph  Shaw,  one  grilse,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  one 
grilse,  61b.,  and  one  salrcon,  15lb. ;  Mr,  Thompson, 
two  grilse,  12Jlb.  ;  Capt.  Pratt,  three  grilse,  17  Jib. ; 
Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  two  grilse,  111b.  So  the  season 
terminated,  affording  fair  sport  to  all  anglers. 
Some  good  size  trout  have  been  got  on  the  loughs. 
On  the  Palmerstown  and  Deel  rivers  some  good 
takes  of  grilse  have  been  taken. — Pat  Hkabnes. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tjrrone).— 
The  weather  of  the  past  week  was  rather  unfavour- 
able to  salmon  fishing.  The  stock  of  fish  now  in 
the  Mourno  and  Glenelly,  Derg,  etc.,  is  the  largest 
for  many  years. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).-  Little  or  no  altera- 
tion has  taken  place  in  the  water  level.  The  weather 
has  turned  beautifully  fine.  On  the  Castle  fishery, 
Capt.  Ommaney  killed  one  salmon,  201b. — John 
Enbight  and  Bon. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  —  Sport 
has  been  poor  on  the  above  waters  owing  to  very 
unfavourable  weather.  1  he  takes  of  sea-trout  have 
recently  showed  an  average  of  four  fish  to  each 
boat.    The  season  closes  on  October  15, — T,  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sea  anglers  continue  to  get  good 
sport  at  pollack.  On  one  day  four  anglers  got 
thirty,  and  on  another  day  five  anglers  creeled 
thirty-five.  Bottom  fishing  has  yielded  good  sport 
on  favourable  days.  Rock  fishing  has  not  been 
producHve  of  much  sport  for  some  time  past  around 
this  station. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. —  Towards  tho  end  of  last  week,  silver 
whiting  became  very  abundant  off  Brighton  (earlier 
in  the  season  than  usual),  and  good  catches  were 
made,  as  also  of  flatfish,  etc.  We  have  had  strong 
easterly  winds  and  choppy  seas  during  this  week, 
which  have  put  a  temporary  stop  to  sport,  but  at 
time  of  writing  (September  21)  the  sea  is  calmer 
and  several  boats  have  been  off  about  a  mile  from 
the  Kemp  Town  shore. — H. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Though  the  weather 
has  been  generally  unfavourable,  good  sport  has 
been  had  at  and  around  this  station,  at  pollack, 
bream,  etc. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  whiting  have  at  last  put 
in  an  appearance,  and  local  anglers  are  experiencing 
very  fair  sport,  though  the  strong  east  wind  renders 
angling  operations  somewhat  uncomfortable.  On 
Friday,  Sept.  16,  Mr.  Foster  took  a  very  nice  bag 
of  fish  including  one  red  mullet,  but  the  two  fol- 
lowing days  were  remarkably  quiet,  few  rods  being 
in  evidence.  Early  morning  fishermen,  on  Sept.  19, 
wero  agreeably  surprised  to  find  the  whiting  well 
on  the  feed,  and  Mtssrs.  Titmus,  Manico,  and  White- 
head each  secured  a  nice  string  of  them  before  their 
breakfast  hour.  Tuesday,  Sept.  20,  witnessed  the 
best  catch  of  fish  seen  here  for  many  months,  and 
included  nearly  three  score  of  codling,  many  of 
them  scaling  close  on  31b.  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke  landed 
a  few  pollack  on  the  ebb  tide,  all  taken  upon 
artificial  bait.  Mr.  Angermann  elected  to  fish 
throughout  the  entire  night,  and  his  catch  amounted 
to  eleven  codling,  two  conger,  and  a  few  pouting. 
Wednesday's  fishing  did  not  yield  well,  the  water 
being  rough  and  somewhat  thick. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Piley. — Boat  angling  has  been  in  abeyance  for 
a  week  or  so,  owing  to  the  easterly  winds  and 
choppy  seas.  As  soon  as  we  get  a  wind  off  land  the 
fishing  should  be  first-rate,  and  I  know  of  no  better 
men  to  go  with  than  the  brothers  Cappleman,  who 
know  all  the  best  grounds. — H. 

Hastings.^Fishing  here  is  excellent  now.  Plenty 
of  whiting,  flatfish,  and  codling  about.  Sixteen 
members  of  the  Angling  Association,  out  on  Satur- 
day, returned  with  just  over  3cwt.  of  fish.  Messrs. 
Briant  and  Pappa,  out  six  hours  on  Sept.  16,  537 
fish.  Mr.  Shane,  of  St.  Albans,  has  been  having 
good  sport,  including  one  dogfish,  on  rod  and  line, 
18-|lb.  Piers  have  been  doing  well  with  bass,  cod- 
ling, and  flats.  Dungeness  fishing  well  just  now  ;  a 
party  of  eighteen,  over  on  the  loth,  landed  over  one 
hundred  codling,  fishing  from  the  beach. — H.  D. 

Lowestoft — Sea  fishing  is  now  commencing,  and 
ought  to  be  in  full  swing  in  another  fortnight.  Dog- 
fish, which  have  been  rather  troublesome  recently, 
are  now  slacking  off,  and  the  whiting  may  be  ex- 
pected in  numbtra  any  day  now.  Already  they 
have  been  taken  in  fair  quantities  on  the  north 
pier  and  beach  (where  they  always  appear  first), 
and  a  few  have  been  taken  on  the  Claremont 
Pier.  Cod  and  codling  are  putting  in  an  ex- 
ceptionally early  appearance,  Mr.  A.  Haws  having 
taken  one  of  121b.  in  the  North  Roads  last 
week,  and  quite  a  number  of  fish  from  21b.  to  41b. 
have  been  captured  by  other  anglers.  Some  nice 
congers  have  been  taken  on  the  Claremont  Pier.  I 
saw  a  splendid  bag  of  over  a  hundred  flounders 
which  were  taken  by  Mr.  Baker,  of  Oulton  Broad, 
and  two  friends.  They  were  caught  in  the  harbour. 
The  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  hold  their  first 
competition  on  Oct.  6,  when  seven  prizes  will  be 
offered,  weights  to  count  for  the  Nockolds  Challenge 
Cup.  The  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  Lewis  T.  Johnson)  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  from  members,  also  from  anyone 
wishing  to  join. — H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — Rough  weather  has  prevented  our 
going  to  sea,  except  on  two  occasions,  since  last 
report.  One  catch  (Thursday,  Sept  15)  nineteen 
pollack,  nine  mackerel,  two  bream,  and  about  forty 
various  small  fish. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  wind  has  been  blowing  pretty 
much  from  the  east  during  the  week,  so  that  the 
fishing  has  been  confined  to  the  inner  bay,  although 
the  larger  boats  have  gone  daily  to  the  outer  grounds 
and  have  had  good  sport.  The  fish  have  been  run- 
ning large.  It  was  a  pretty  sight  to  see  some  thirty 
or  forty  large  ketches  making  for  the  trawling 
ground  this  morning,  with  full  sail  and  a  good 
breeze,  having  a  sort  of  regatta  all  to  themselves. 
The  pier  fishermen  have  been  having  good  sport, 
and  pollack  and  bass  have  been  plentiful. — William 
Hkabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — Tho  weather  has  spoilt  what  would 
have  been  a  first-rate  fishing  week.    Many  boats 


Were  out  until  Saturday,  when  a  strong  easterly 
wind  sprung  up.    Whiting  and  codling  had  been 
plentiful,  all  boats  coming  in  with  good  strings  of 
fish  which  only  varied  according  to  the  time 
fishing.    Mr.  Laker  landed  from  the  West  Pier  tiM 
nice  bass  of  51b.  and  71b.,  and  a  visiting  angler 
another  going  6Jlb.    The  Iron  Pier  afforded  spofl 
with  codling,  whiting,  andafew  small  bass.  Shoull 
the  wind  fall  the  week-end  fishing  will  be  good.-3P 
Grey  Mullbtt. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — The  sea  has  been  too 
rough  for  boats  to  venture  out  since  Friday,  Sept. 
16. — Wm,  Vickeby. 

Weymouth. — Owing  to  the  continuance  of  a 
strong  easterly  wind,  which  makes  fishing  *'  off,"  I 
have  nothing  much  to  record  in  the  way  of  catches. 
Mr.  W.  8.  Summers  (B.S.A.S.)  took  another  fine 
bass  on  Friday  last,  weighing  121b.  1  have  not 
heard  of  any  others  being  taken  at  Ferry  Bridge, 
although  there  are  a  lot  passing  up  and  down  the 
Little  Sea.  Small  bass  are  also  present  in  large 
numbers  in  the  backwater,  but  they  do  not  bite 
freely,  as  very  few  have  been  caught.  On  Sept.  18, 
1  noticed  hundreds  of  them,  from  Jib.  to  21b.  or 
3lb.,  passing  up  and  down  over  the  dam  in  the 
running  water,  Mr.  Richard  Cass,  London,  taking 
six  of  them,  baiting  with  worm. — C.  J.  Russell 
(Hon.  Sec.  W.A.A.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY, 


Mb.  S.  W.  Bullock  took  the  chair  on  Wednesday. 
The  secretary,  Mr.  Pickup,  absent  through  illness, 
was  ably  represented  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Hall,  a  member 
of  the  committee.  Minutes  and  the  reports  of 
agents  were  deftly  dealt  with,  and  were  in  more 
than  usual  profusion.  On  the  east  coast,  not- 
withstanding the  unfavourable  weather,  the 
catches  had  been  good.  At  Clacton  a  fine  baas 
of  141b.  was  taken.  At  Deal,  wind  strong  at 
east,  and  nasty  sea.  Mr.  Mignot,  however,  went 
out  on  Tuesday,  securing  fifteen  score.  South 
Coast. — Dungeness :  A  party  from  Hastings  took 
over  100  fish,  mostly  codling,  and  the  fishing 
from  the  beach  was  reported  good.  Seaford :  Good 
takes  of  whiting,  large  dabs,  afad  codling ;  bass 
of  from  Olb.  to  91b.  Newhaven  :  Whiting  of  large  size. 
Mr.  Summers,  at  Weymouth,  bass,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  12lb., 
and  12Jlb.,  baiting  with  shrimps.  Reported  big  fish 
in  Portland  Road,  requiring  much  better  rods  and 
tackle  than  those  in  use  to  secure  them.  The  blast- 
ing going  on  at  the  wreck  had  put  them  off  feed 
and  spoiled  fishing.  An  interesting  discussion  as 
to  the  range  affected  ensued — being  for  submarine 
explosions  up  to  three  miles,  the  land  firing  not 
being  so  damaging.  At  Parkstone,  Dorset,  three 
anglers  took  seventy-four  pout  and  codling  up  to 
2Jlb.,  good  bass  2lb.  and  2Jlb.,  conger  up  to  8Jlb. 
Saleombe. — Good  mackerel  taken.  East  Looe. — 
Good  lot  of  'fine  pollack.  Fowey. — Mr.  Wadman, 
in  spite  of  the  east  and  south-east  winds,  went  out  on 
Sept.  15  ;  he  could  only  remain  out  two  hours,  but 
secured  sixty-four  bream  (none  large),  four  pollack 
up  to  61b.,  a  dory  3|lb.,  finishing  up  with  a  ten 
minutes'  tussle  with  a  shark,  safely  boated,  and 
measured  at  4ft.  2in.  Friday  and  Saturday  plenty 
mackerel  in  the  harbour,  rods  against  handline 
accounting  for  twenty  to  one  of  the  fish  caught. 
Mevagissey. — Pollack,  bream  and  whiting  ^plentiful. 
The  boat  brought  in  4Jcwt.  pollack  and  bream. 
Penzance. — W^eather  too  bad.  Last  week  a  remark- 
able, and,  it  is  believed,  unique,  catch  was  made  with 
a  rod  and  line  of  a  porp  ise,  3ft.  long,  by  a  visitor, 
Mr.  J.  Botely,  of  Bir/ningham.  This  fish  must 
have  developed  a  striking  individuality,  as  they  are 
reputed  "never"  to  take  a  bait.  The  Scillies. — 
Strong  S.E.  winds;  no  great  takes.  St.  Ann's, 
Alderney. — Good  takes.  Fine  weather.  Plenty  of 
mackerel,  bream,  bass,  mullet,  conger,  skate,  and 
garfish.  Welsh  Coast. — Good  weather.  Fair  takes. 
A  few  mackerel  stiU  about  at  Barmouth,  where 
bass  of  31b.,  41b.,  and  51b.,  and  pollack  up  to 
2Jlb.  have  been  taken,  Scotland. — Lochinver 
Village. — Seasonable  weather  and  good  sport. 
Ireland. — The  chairman,  who  had  returned  thence, 
gave  some  account  of  the  doings  of  the  Irish 
Brigade  of  fifteen,  who  had  experienced  a  good 
time  there  in  spite  of  boisterous  weather,  the  catch 
suffering  in  quantity,  but  the  size  of  fish  always 
good.  His  last  day's  take  of  twenty-seven  fishi 
weighing  281b. ,  consisted  of  eleven  different  varieties. 
Pollack  up  to  101b.,  conger  28Jlb.  Mr.  Norman 
confirmed  and  reported  a  cod  of  241b.,  and 
pronounced  October  the  best  month  there 
for  fish,  January  for  weather.  No  baUB 
had  been  taken,  though  one  member  did  try. 
Mr.  Hearn  had  skate  of  761b.  and  961b.,  and  ling 
141b.,  and  a  conger  221b.— one  of  28Jlb.  taken  by 
another  member.  Mr.  Thorpe  reported  bad  weather 
at  Limerick,  and  having  seen  caught  two  grey 
mullet,  71b.,  13 Jib,,  which  he  saw  weighed. — H.  P. 
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MALLOCH, 

1^  26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

anufactiirer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tacl[le  suitable  for  all  parts  of  tlie  world. 


r 


TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  3IEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 


Reels  and  Lines  to  match. 


New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 


Malloch's  Patent  Casting;  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle, 


Malloch's  New  Kin^sher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.    I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly. 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers. 

T.  P.  E.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  —  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


RELIABLE  AND  UP  TO  DATE 

Sea  Angling  Rfionisites. 


SI»ECIAIL.ITrES  in 

SEA  TRACES. 

SEA   PATERNOSTER  BOOMS. 

BRASS  LINED,   HIGH  GRADE 
REELS. 

POLLACK  &  MACKEREL  BAITS. 
BOAT  RODS. 

HAND  LINES,  AND 

BAIT  HOOKS. 


HY.MILWARD&SONS,  LTD., 


TROUT  FISHING. 


HICKORY  FLY  ROD,  3  joints.lO  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  ringed, 
brazed,  swelled  grip,  bronzed  ferrules,  and  brass  winch  fittings,  in 

bag,  complete    5/9 

GREENHEART  ROD,  lift.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt  ...  7/- 

QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  6  in.  (5  joints)       ...  9/- 

SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  cork  grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag,  complete  11/6 


BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

GREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  snake 
rings.  Universal  winch  fittings,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  21  /- 


BEST  ENGLISH  MADE  SPLIT  CANE   FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  look  joints,  cork  grip, 

10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft  75/- 

If  with  Steel  Centre   extra  20/- 

N.B. — All  Mods  are  priced  complete  itntli  Sags, 


WINGED  OR  HACKLE  TROUT  FLIES, 

Fine  Gut,  ■%./-  per  doz. 


WADING  NETS,  with  cHp,  5/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  and  STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  aU  sizes,  8d.  each. 


CATALOGUES  (Dept."0")  PQST  FREE.    Please  mentwn  "  Fishing  Gazette:' 


BENETFINK  &  CO. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites, 

107  ana  W8,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 
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^offings  bp  tf)e  i^ap. 

"Human  nature  is  not  very  rich.  It  is  unjust  to 
expect  from  it  harmony  beyond  the  limits  of  mediocrity." 

 X.  DOUDAN. 


Five  gentlemen,  who  had  been  enjoying  a  hoHday 
at  Hastings,  chartered,  or,  rather,  ongnged.  Joseph 
Spicer  (alias  "Young  Charlie")  to  take  them  out 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  shore  in  his  boat. 
This  was  on  Sept.  10.  The  time  occupied  in  fishing 
was  two  and  a  half  hours,  when  the  five  rods  cap- 
tured 322  fish,  made  up  as  follows  : — 307  whiting, 
ten  plaice,  four  dogfish,  and  one  weever.  Now,  as 
this  quintet  is  well  known  to  me,  I  should  like  to 
add  that  veracity  is  their  strong  point,  as  witness 
the  following  scrupulous  detail : 

***** 

"  Dear  Dragnet, — Although  I  toJd  you  our  united 
'take'  numbered  322  fish,  we  only  brought  321 
ashore,  as  one  of  them  accidentally  slipped  back 
into  the  sea,  to  be  immediately  captured  by  gulls, 
which  hungrily  hovered  o'er  the  boat  screaming  for 
more  !  "  This  is  something  like  a  truthful  report, 
and  T  feel  impelled  to  pive  their  names  for  the 
benefit  of  future  chroniclers.  Here  they  are:  — 
A.  Hodgkins  (Finsbury  Park).  T.  H.  Lloyd 
(Walthamstow),  A.  F.  Pye  (Walthamstow),  J. 
Taylor  (Derby),  G.  N.  Walton  (New  Cross).  We  all 
know  that  "  Walton "  was  noted  for  veracity. 
Evidently  it  was  fish  these  gentlemen  were  after, 
not  "loaves  and  fishes."  as  in  the  excitement  of  the 
sport  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  provisions  on  board, 
which  became  the  "parks"  of  "Young  Charlie." 
The  count  out  on  the  beach  caused  not  a  little 
commotion  among  the  spectators. 


The  pulls  have  not  yet  put  in  an  appeirance  on 
the  Thames  at  Blackfrinrs,  but  it  is  reportpd  from 
the  River  Whitadder,  near  Chirnside,  that  "  a  flock 
of  fifty  gulls  were  observed  flyine  and  screaming  up 
the  stream  like  a  pack  of  hounds  in  full  cry.  They 
were  giving  chase  to  a  trout.  The  trout  darted 
frantically  about,  and  after  being  chased  at  rapid 
rate  up  stream,  it  attempted  to  take  shelter  under- 
neath a  large  stone.  The  birds,  however,  were  not 
to  be  baffled  in  this  way,  for  several  of  their 
number  actually  dived  under''  the  water  like  a  pack 
of  otter  hounds  and  dislodged  their  prey.  The 
frightened  fish  tamed  down  the  stream,  and  after 
being  pursued  for  s  >me  distance,  again  sought 
refuge  under  a  stone,  but  was  once  more  dislodged 
and  hunted.  At  last  the  trout,  being  quite  ex- 
hausted, ran  himself  almost  on  to  dry  land,  and 
was  captured  by  one  of  the  men  who  had  witnessed 
the  chase." 


Streaming  from  dingy  alleys  of  the  town, 

A  motley  rabble,  grimy  and  imkempt, 
At  sultry  eve  with  hurried  steps  come  down 

The  pebbled  beach,  to  where  cool  waters  tempt. 
They  stand  in  sombre  phalanx  at  the  verge — 

A  squalid  host — and  chide  the  lagging  hour 
That  frees  for  them  the  waves'  inviting  surge  ; 

And  waiting  hear  it  vibrate  from  the  tower. 

Now  from  mean  raiment  springs  each  youthful  form, 

And  flashes  like  the  mom  from  cloudy  fold  ; 
All — radiant — glorious— bathed  with  sunlight  warm. 
In  native  beauty,  man  of  primal  mould  : 

Untramtnelled,  as  when  first  the  earth  he  trod 
In  innocence — the  image  of  his  God  ! 

—A.  Stanley  Cooke. 


The  Herns  Bay  Sea  Angling  Association  will  hold 
their  annual  sea  competition  from  Pier  and  Boat  on 
Oct.  29,  30,  and  31.  Fuller  particulars  will  appear 
in  our  next  issue.  Those  who  intend  being  present 
at  this  always  popular  outing  should  write  to  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr  .Joseph  Gripper,  Station-road, 
Heme  Bay,  for  rules,  entrance  forms,  etc. 


Me.  John  Probeet,  the  famous  angler-tenor, 
writes  :  "  Dear  Dragnet, — Just  a  few  lioes  to  tell 
you  of  a  new  and  very  good  fishing  station  for  sea 
anglers — ToUesbury,  on  the  Black  water — a  place 
long  famous  for  its  fishing,  but  most  inaccessible,  as 
it  has  been  until  now  ten  mile?  from  the  nearest 
station.  However,  on  Oct.  1  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  open  their  now  line  from  Kelvedon.  I 
have  been  there  lately,  and  found  the  utmost 
attention,  with  moderate  charges,  from  the  boatman ; 
laso  at  the  King's  Head  Hotel,  where  both  Mrs. 
and  Mr.  Wombwell  do  their  utmost  to  make  every- 
one at  home  and  happy.  I  am  building  a  small 
bungalow  there,  and  on  completion  shall  be  glad  to 
see  you.  I  can  promise  you  some  very  good  whiting 
fishing  off  ToUesbury."  [I  shall  be  glad  if  Mr. 
Probert  will  give  fuller  particulars  as  to  trains  from 
Liverpool -street,  etc.] 


Me.  Geo.  Aoheson  writes  from  Arrow  Lodge. 
Boyle,  CO,  Roscommon: — "Dear  Sir, — Capt.  Ford 
Hutchinson  had  a  rather  singular  experience  on 
Lough  Arrow  on  Friday,  Sept.  16.  Whipping  a 
favouritn  point  he  rose  what  ho  thought  a  good 
fish  and  hooked  him,  and  a  second  after  another  big 
fish  got  on  to  the  same  cast,  and  both  commenced 
tuggine  hard  quite  close  to  the  boat.  In  the  midst 
of  tho  struggle  the  roi  snapped  within  three  feet  of 
the  top,  and  the  loose  end  ran  down  to  tho  first  fish. 
After  a  litt'e  time  the  one  on  the  tail  fly  got  off,  but 
the  captain  succeeded  with  the  broken  rod  to  land 
the  other,  which  just  weighed  Gib.,  and  was 
immediately  forwarded  to  Cooper,  London,  to  be 
sot  up." 


About  fifty  anglers  competed  for  a  challenge  cup 
and  twenty-three  valuable  prizes  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  17,  in  the  River  Soar  at  Kegworth.  The 
event,  which  passed  off  satisfactorily,  wasl  under 
the  management  of  Mr  W.  P.  Wooliey.  I  take  the 
following  from  a  very  glowing  account  of  the 
match  in  a  contemporary: — "Time  is  now  up, 
and  is  announced  by  a  shrill  whistle.  All  rods  are 
instantly  taken  from  the  water,  and  stewards  are 
collecting  each  angler's  catch  and  tying  them  up, 
which  must  be  accompanied  by  his  number,  other- 
wise ho  is  disqualified.  Thes<i  are  all  brought  and 
placed  on  the  dray.  Stewards'  cards  are 
delivered  up,  and  an  eager  rush  is  made  to  see  each 
catch  weighed.  The  result  is  announced,  and  it  is 
seen  that  George  Hardy  is  the  winner  of  the  cup 
and  first  prize  by  over  an  ounce,  bis  total  catch  of 
nineteen  fish  weighing  ll^oz.  and  some  shot.  Each 
aogler  selects  his  own  prize  in  rotntion,  and,  of 
course,  the  cup  has  to  be  filled  and  the  health  of 
the  winner  drunk,  and  thus  a  pleasant  afternoon 
is  brought  to  a  close."  [This  pans  out  at  an 
average  of  !)^|  drachms  each,  throwing  the  shot  in. 
Perhaps  Mr.  vVoolley  will  tell  me  what  species  of 
fish  they  were.] 


There's  Pa  and  Ma, 

Friend  Tom  and  "  Sis," 

Reside  the  River  Dart. 

Pa's  fishing,  Tom's  wishing 

That  "  Sis  "  (none  dearer)  were  only  nearer. 

From  — her — he's  — far — apart. 

"Here's  too  much  light — can't  get  a  bite," 

So  higher  up  Pa  goes. 

"  The  heat  i?  great,"  Ma  begs  to  state. 

And  she  begins  to  doze. 

Tom  gently  moves  along  the  bank 

With  step  as  light  as  feather. 

"  Too  hot  to  walk — let's  have  a  talk," 

They're  closer-much-together. 

'Tis  eight  o'clock,  and  Ma's  gone  home. 
And  Pa  soon  follows  after. 
"  Come,  'Sis,'  it's  far  too  late  to  roam" 
(I  can't  restrain  my  laughter). 
But  off  I  go  with  dear  Mamma 
And  leave  friend  Tom  with  "  Sis." 
I  hear  a  sound,  so  I  turn  round, 
"That  sounds  just  like  a  kiss — 
A  jolly  smack."    I  just  look  back, 
Andseethemcloseasthis. 


"Devotees  of  the  sport  of  Izaak  Walton,  who 
reside  in  Villette,  Aubervilliers,  and  Pantin,  near 
the  Oarcq  Canal,"  says  the  Morning  Advertiser, 
"  will  shortly  have  a  chance  which  seldom  comes  in 
their  way.  It  will  now  be  possible  for  them  to 
stand  at  their  doors  in  their  slippers,  throw  their 
lines  into  the  canal,  and  fish  for  salmon.  Four 
thousand  salmon  fry  have  been  taken  from  the 
municipal  aquarium  at  the  Trocadero  and  thrown 
into  the  canal.  It  may  be  that  the  fish  will  seek 
fresh  waters.  But  the  anglers  of  Villette,  Auber- 
villiers, and  Pantin  are  urged  to  make  an  effort  to 
keep  the  fish  near  them  from  a  sense  of  gratitude — 
that  is  to  say.  by  giving  the  newcomers  plenty  to 
eat  in  the  early  days  of  their  growth,  so  that  the 
necessity  will  not  arise  for  them  to  go  to  fresh 
waters  in  search  of  food." 


The  members  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society 
held  their  annual  summer  dinner  and  competition 
at  Hoddesdon  on  Saturday,  Sept.  17.  Fine  weather 
and  good  sport  prevailed,  and  everything  passed  off 
very  pleasantly.  That  good  old  fashioned  hostelry, 
"  The  Fish  and  Eels,"  provided  a  splendid  repast, 
and  the  kind  attention  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carruthers, 
the  affable  host  and  hostess,  was  all  that  could  bo 
desired.  Mr.  Cannell,  their  genial  president,  was  in 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  N.  Martin,  the  musical 
programme,  which  followed,  being  most  admirably 
conducted  by  Madame  A.  Povey,  Mr.  Porteou^, 
and  Mr.  Sam  Love.  London  anglers  should  note 
that  there  is  plenty  of  good  fishing  to  be  had  here, 
and  that  reasonable  prices  are  the  order  of  the  day. 


AccoEDiNQ  to  a  Liverpool  newspaper,  a  certain 
cotton  broker  of  that  city,  who  has  a  weakness  for 
shell  fish,  is  a  regular  customer  at  a  neigh bguringj 
oyster  shop.  The  other  morning  he  orderei  NativesJ 
and  the  waiter  informed  him  that  they  were  out  ofl 
them.  The  broker  thought  that,  in  the  absenci  o|| 
oysters,  a  lobster  might  do,  but  the  loVisters  likewise 
were  off.  Crab  was  his  next  choice,  but  the  waited 
regretfully  informed  him  that  the  crabs  were  alscj 
among  the  absent.  "Then  why  do  you  keep  theaa 
things  on  the  bill  ?  Have  y  )u  any  she  1  fish  an 
all?"  the  broker 'demanded.  "Only  eggs,  sir,'*] 
replied  the  waiter.  : 


It  may  be  surprising  to  know  that  Japan  leadn 
the  world  in  oyster  culture,  says  an  exchange.  The 
industry  is  centred  in  the  Inland  Sea,  which  is  con- 
sidered by  many  the  most  important  natural 
preserve  of  fish  and  shellfish  in  the  world.  There 
are  three  kinds  of  Japanese  oysters.  There  is  a 
small  dwaifed  salt  water  variety  which  ia  abundant 
along  the  southern  and  eastern  coast  of  .Japan.  It 
is  the  most  abundant  of  all  the  species.  In  actual 
size  this  oyster  is  rarely  larger  than  one's  finger 
nail,  but  its  flavour  makes  amends  for  its  tiny 
proportions.  The  second  variety  is  the  important 
one,  from  a  commercial  point  of  view.  Although 
not  large,  it  averages  the  size  of  a  blue-point,  and 
is  the  kind  with  which  experiments  are  being  made 
in  Puget  Sound.  The  oyster  itself  is  cream  coloured, 
and  is  found  in  abundance  throughout  the  Inland 
Sea.  It  thrives  b'  st  in  bays  well  tempered  by 
fresh  water.  The  third  type  of  Japanese  oyster  is 
of  a  large  size,  specimens  weighing  as  much  as  five 
pounds  being  not  infrequent.  Little  value  is  placed 
on  this  oyster,  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  cultivate 
it  for  the  market. 


I  am  given  to  understand  that  the  Buckley  Otter 
Hounds  continue  to  show  excellent  sport  on  the 
rivers  in  North  Wales,  and  have  already  beaten  the 
record  as  regards  the  number  of  otters  brought  to 
hand  in  one  season.  Previous  to  this  year  the 
greatest  number  accounted  for  was  twenty-five. 
This  season  they  have  already  brought  to  hand, 
up  to  the  close  of  last  week,  no  less  than  thirty, 
all  fairly  hunted  down  by  the  hounds,  and  should 
th<5  present  lovely  weather  continue  for  any  length 
of  time,  there  is  every  probability  of  a  consider- 
able addition  to  this  number. 


Theee  was  a  young  girl  in  the  choir 
Whosj  voice  rose  hoir  and  hoir 

Till  it  reached  such  a  height 

It  went  clean  out  of  seight. 
And  they  found  it  next  day  in  the  spoir. 


So  great  a  rarity  in  Nelson's  time  was  an  English- 
cured  herring  that  a  story  is  told  of  Admiral  Rodney, 
when  dining  at  Carlton  House,  congratulating  the 
Prince  of  Wales  upon  seeing  what  he  thought  to  be  a 
dish  of  Yarmouth  bloaters  upon  the  table,  adding  that 
if  the  Prince's  example  was  followed  by  the  upper 
ranks  only  it  would  be  the  means  of  adding  twenty 
thousand  hardy  seamen  to  the  Navy.  The  Prince 
observed  that  he  did  not  deserve  the  complimpnt 
as  the  herrings  had  not  been  cured  by  British 
hands;  "but,"  he  continued,  "henceforward  I  shall 
order  a  dish  of  English-cured  herrings  to  be  pur- 
chased at  any  expense  to  appear  as  a  standing  dish 
at  this  table.  We  shall  call  it  a  'Rodney,'  and 
under  that  designation  what  true  patriot  will  not 
follow  my  example  ?  " 


Beggar  (to  supposed  servant) :  "  Can  I  see  the 
lady  of  the  house?"  Housewife:  "Well,  if  you 
can't  you  had  better  go  and  see  an  eye  doctor." 


From  time  immemorial  the  sheep's  head  (or 
"mountain  pecker,"  or  "jemmy")  has  been  con- 
sidered an  epicurean  dish.  Of  course  it  should  be 
served  with  brains  when  boiled,  but  when  baked 
the  cook  must  exercise  his  brain  to  cleanse  it 
thoroughly,  or  it  will  be  anything  but  appetising. 
There  is  something  more  than  a  rumour  afloat  to 
the  effect  that  gold  has  been  discovered  in  or  be- 
tween the  teeth  of  sheep  in  "visible"  quantities. 
So  up  goes  the  price  of  meat.  No  doubt  the 
"heads,"  which  are  imported  in  vast  quantities, 
will  be  denuded  of  their  teeth  to  undergo  some 
occult  process  for  extracting  the  gold.    Gold  can 

easily  be  extracted  from  sea  water  if  you  get 

enough  of  it.  But  why  go  to  all  this  trouble  when 
real  gold  fish  may  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  Gamage's 
Emporium  ?  Although  real  silver  fish  may  be 
obtained  at  the  same  place,  silver  is  not  nearly  so 
much  per  ounce  as  gold,  and  yet  they  charge  as 
much  for  silver  fish  as  they  do  for  gold  fish !  You 
just  please  yourselves  whether  you  are  after  silver 
or  gold ;  but  remember,  "  All  that  glitters  is  not 
gold."  Dragnet. 
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ppoviiieial  flfiglifi^  ]lotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  cm  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
fished  their  contest  on  Saturday  last  in  the  Avon  at 
Wyre  Piddle.  The  whole  of  the  committee  were 
represented  with  Ihe  exception  of  two  members 
who  were  detained  through  business  matters.  The 
contest  was  fished  under  the  association  rules,  and 
was  of  three  hours'  duration.  The  chief  prize- 
winners are  in  the  order  named: — Messrs.  R. 
Holding,  T.  Kingham.  A.  Edwards,  J.  R.  Honey, 
etc.  The  prizes  wUl  be  distiibuted  on  Thursday 
when  the  prizes  won  in  the  association  con- 
test at  Abingdon  will  also  be  given  out.  The 
day  was  a  very  enjoyable  one,  and  one  and 
all  were  more  than  pleased  with  their  outing.  The 
White  Horse  Club,  held  in  Constitution  Hill, 
he'd  their  annual  contest  on  Sept.  18  in  the  Avon 
at  Wyre  Piddle  when  over  thirty-six  members  com- 
peted for  a  valuable  lot  of  prizes.  The  contest  \^as 
fished  under  the  association  rules,  and  was  of  three 
hours'  duration.  The  fish  taken  were  not  of  any 
large  proportions.  The  chief  prize  winners  were 
as  follows :  H.  Cain,  Mr.  Woodhall,  W.  Cain,  etc. 
This  club  has  had  a  challenge  cup  put  up  for  com- 
petition, and  Mr.  Cain  has  Ton  it  twice  in  the 
two  competitions.  It  now  becomes  his  absolute 
property.  The  Brothers  Well  Met  fished  their 
annual  contest  on  Sept.  18  at  Wyre  Piddle  in  the 
Avon.  Thirty-eight  members  competed  for  a  valu- 
able assortment  of  prizes,  the  result  being  for  the 
chief  prizes  in  the  following  order :  E.  Smith, 
C.  Hollinp,  T.  Andrews,  and  Mr.  Gumbly.  The 
prizes  will  be  distributed  during  next  week. 
From  the  two  above  reports,  it  will  be  noticed 
that  contests  are  allowed  to  be  fished  at  Wyre 
on  Sundays.  Reports  have  been  circulated 
that  Sunday  fishing  has  been  stopped  in  this 
locality,  but  upon  application  to  the  host  of 
the  Anchore  at  Wyre,  near  Pershore,  all  information 
on  the  subject  will  be  given  with  the  greatest  of 
pleasure.  The  takes  of  fish  on  the  Avon,  with  the 
stewed  wheat,  has  again  been  more  than  good ; 
bream  and  roach  have  been  well  on  the  move,  and 
some  catches  have  been  recorded.  Some  good 
baskets  of  perch  have  been  made  with  the  worm. 
Pike  have  not  been  moving,  but  now  that  the 
weather  is  becoming  cooler  we  shall  no  doubt 
hear  of  eome  good  fish  being  taken.  Sport  on 
the  Trent  is  improving  nrw  that  the  weeds  have 
been  going  down  ;  it  looks  at  present  that  it  will 
be  a  good  season  for  the  grayling  fishermen 
as  matters  so  far  have  been  very  promising. 
Roach  and  perch  fishing  has  been  fairly  good,  and 
pike  will  now  be  on  the  move.  Avon  fishing  has 
been  more  than  gocd  during  the  weekdays,  as  the 
mills,  when  at  work,  have  done  much  to  put  the 
fish  on  the  move,  but  on  Sundays,  when  the  mills 
are  at  a  f  tandstill,  sport  is  not  so  good.  Only  a 
small  way  from  Birmingham  on  the  Warwick  Canal, 
between  Solihull  and  Knowle,  some  good  roach  and 
perch  have  been  taken,  and  as  this  p'ace  is  only  a 
few  miles  from  our  city  all  those  with  limited  means 
will  find  this  district  meet  with  their  requirements, 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

A  feature  of  this  week's  fishing  has  been  the 
great  match  on  the  Witham  at  Kirkstead.  It  was 
the  annujJ. outing  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, and  there  was  a  phenomenal  entry,  upwards 
of  a  thousand  rods  taking  part  in  the  contest.  The 
fishing  line  extended  for  upwards  of  six  miles. 
The  day  was  perfect  from  a  weather  point  of  view, 
but  the  bright  sunshine  and  south-easterly  wind 
did  not  augur  well  for  the  prospects  of  sport. 
Bream  were  practically  dead  off  the  feed,  and  roach 
alone  showed  anything  in  the  way  of  sport.  At 
Stonea,  where  the  match  took  place  last  jear,  the 
first  hundred  anglers  all  caught  over  31b.  of  fish, 
but  not  so  at  Kirkstead,  for  only  some  37  com- 
petitors scaled  the  weight  or  upwards.  The  heaviest 
catch  was  Gib.  8^oz.  This  was  made  by  W.  Newton, 
of  Mosborough,  who  took  the  first  prize  of  £10. 
The  winner  of  the  cup  for  the  best  specimen  fish 
we«  W.  Oliver,  who  killed  a  roach,  weighing  lib. 
Qm.  E.  Milner  had  a  tench  of  21b.  4oz.,  but  the 
former,  being  the  better  specimen,  took  the  anglers' 
silver  cup,  as  also  the  Lord  Mayor's  prize  of  a 
guinea.  Altogether,  prizes  to  the  value  of  £1.50 
were  distributed.  The  arrangements  for  the  match 
were  admirably  conceived  and  successfully  carried 
out  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J,  Walker,  the 
secretary.  For  the  most  part,  fishing  this  week  has 
not  been  so  good  as  last, 'and  even  on  the  moie 
favoured  resorts  of  the  Witham  fewer  bream  have 
been  taken.  Roach  ang'ers  on  the  Forty-foot  have 
had  a  fairly  successful  time,  but  the  fish  as  a  rule 


have  run  rather  small.  All  round,  the  bright,  hot 
weather  in  the  daytime  has  militated  against  the 
sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Hull  Universal  Angling  Association  (which 
was  established  as  far  back  a3  1872)  had  a  grand 
outing  on  Sept,  14,  fishing  their  fourth  match  of 
the  season  on  the  River  Ludd  at  Firebeacon,  and 
had  some  splendid  sport  for  about  four  hours,  the 
first  six  prize-winners  weighing  in  as  follows : 
J.  R.  Ward,  101b.  SJoz. ;  J.  Stocks,  91b.  |oz. ; 
J.  Hodgson,  81b.  12Joz.  ;  W.  Phillipson,  61b.  15oz.  ; 
John  Cheeseman,  51b.  IJoz. ;  and  R.  King,  51b.  loz. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Ward  this  year  being  the  winner  of  the 
gold  medal.  The  members  of  the  Central  Hull 
Association  have  also  held  a  match  on  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  near  Staddlethorpe  Bridge  and 
enjoyed  some  fairly  good  sport,  J.  W,  Simmonds 
weighing  in  111b,  4Joz.  for  tap  prize,  next  in  oider 
being  F.  Phillipson,  61b.  9oz.,  and  J.  Woodall, 
51b.  4oz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  angling 
on  the  lake  for  the  past  week.  Pike  are  still  biting 
very  freely.  There  is  a  fairly  free  rise  of  trout 
during  some  portion  of  most  days,  and  char  also 
are  showing  some  signs  of  life.  On  the  River  Leven 
— the  lake's  outfall — two  salmoni  have  been  killed, 
the  heaviest  101b.,  and  heavy  panniers  of  sea- trout 
have  also  been  accounted  for.  The  Kent  has  also 
turned  its  brace  up,  one  of  10-|lb.,  just  above  the 
town  of  Kendal,  by  Mr.  R.  Miilburu,  and  another 
little  grilse  of  51b.  by  Mr.  R.  Metcalfe,  four  miles 
below.  Mr.  Millburn  also  had  a  nice  sea-trout  of 
3Jlb.  the  same  night  as  his  salmon  capture.  Brown 
trout  are  not  doing  a  great  deal,  although  I  took 
half-a-dozen  the  other  night,  while  sea  trout  fishing, 
all  being  over  |^lb.  apiece,  the  heaviest  pulling 
lib.  13oz.,  a  beautiful  fish.  Sea- trout  are  being 
taken  in  large  numbers  with  the  help  of  the  present 
moon,  the  best  lot  of  the  week  being  a  splendid 
creel  of  forty-five,  taken  in  the  Leven's  Park 
fishery, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Worsley  will  be  a  busy'place  on  Saturday  next, 
for  what  with  an  open  match  and  one  or  two  club 
matches,  the  banks  of  the  canal  will  be  simply  a 
line  of  anglers.  The  open  match  will  be  promoted 
by  the  West  Salford  Association,  and  amongst 
clubs  the  Alexandra,  Bolton,  and  the  Egerton, 
Moses  Gate,  will  pay  this  picturesque  country 
district  a  visit.  Agden  Bridge  and  Southport  will 
be  centres  fpr  other  open  events,  so  that  we  have 
three  similar  contests  on  one  day.  The  Bollin  con- 
tinues to  yield  fair  sport,  but  some  think  it  is  over- 
fished and  should  be  limited  to  the  fly  only — ^but 
the  promoters  ought  to  know.  The  Robin  Hood 
Anglers,  Clifton,  winners  of  the  shield,  will  visit  the 
Moss  Reach  on  Oct.  1,  and  fish  a  match.  The 
Stanley  Society,  Leigh,  fished  for  £20  in  prizes  on 
the  17th,  Mr.  W^  Jones  taking  first  prize,  and 
intend  having  another  contest  on  Oct.  8.  The 
Plank  Lane  centre  of  the  N.A.A,  had  good  sport  in 
their  match  and  intend  having  another  on  Oct.  1. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Favourad  with  glorious  weather,  anglers  'in  this 
city  appear  to  have  taken  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  to 
quite  have  recovered  their  pluck.  The  Hanging 
Gate  Angling  Society  out  on  Sept.  18  appear  to  have 
had  no  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  all  their  prizes  both 
for  the  club  and  three  added  for  visitors.  Mr.  Foster 
heads  the  list,  and,  in  fact,  collars  three  prizes  for  the 
day.  TheHulmeEllesmere  A.S.,  at  Chester,  also  had  a 
glorious  time,  and  awarded  their  prizes  easily,  Mr. 
H.  Brooks  taking  the  first.  Another  Hulme  club, 
the  Clarence,  also  at  Chester,  did  well,  Mr.  F. 
Roseberry  securing  first  honouis  with  a  good  weight. 
The  West  Shield  has  bean  won  by  the  "Royals," 
and  their  championship  by  Mr.  J.  Morris  of  the 
"  Oaks."  City  rods  in  the  canal  at  Dunham  Massey 
on  September  18  got  plenty  of  roach  and  gudgeon, 
principally  the  latter,  one  of  which  was  a  specimen. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  have  been  out  in  great  force,  and  no 
wonder,  for  the  weather  has  remained  beautifully 
fine  for  over  a  week.  Needless  to  say,  the  Trent  is 
running  in  very  low  and  clear  condition,  and  con- 
sequently just  the  thing  for  barbelling  either  with 
worms  or  greaves.  But,  singularly  enough,  not  many 
barbel  are  reported  to  have  been  caught,  especially 
with  worm.  Mr.  T.  Lewis  and  Mr.  J.  Simmons  bad 
a  couple  from  Hazleford  (Irway  swim)  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  15,  and  threes  and  fours  have  been  taken  at 
Cclwick,  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  Kelham,  where 
numbers  of  big  chub  have  been  creeled  with  wasp 
grub.  Using  this  bait  at  Shardlow  on  Sept.  17, 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  brought  off  a  most  extra- 
ordinary catch,  having,  in  addition,  two  or  three 
large  barbel.    Roach  have  not  shown  so  much 


sport  as  previously  to  creed  wheat,  the  falling  off 
in  the  takes  perhaps  being  due  to  the  lowering 
temperature  of  the  river.  Gentles  have  accounted 
for  dace  and  chub  in  the  streams,  and  large  quanti- 
ties of  roach  and  small  bream  havo  been  killed  in 
the  Grantham  and  Nottingham  Canal,  especially  in 
the  Hickling  district.  Pike  are  running  well;  all 
trolling  bait. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  a  spell  of  lovely  weather;  nothing 
could  be  nicer  for  the  angler.  The  days  are  bright, 
the  nights  cold,  with  a  fair  amount  of  fog — just  the 
weather  for  grayling  fishing,  and  they  are  getting 
well  on  the  feed  ;  a  fine  lot  of  fish  have  been 
creeled.  Captain  Scott  had  eight  brace  from  the 
Teme  with  the  fly ;  at  the  same  time.  Dr.  F. 
Morrison  caught  five  brace  with  the  maggot.  Mr. 
S.  C.  Avery,  of  the  Worcester  City  Club,  weighed 
in  over  6lb.  of  grayling,  and  a  brace  of  trout, 
21b.  7oz. ;  he  had  also  8^1b.  of  chub  and  71b.  5|oz.  of 
fine  dace.  Mr.  H.  Probert,  of  the  same  club,  fishing 
rented  water  in  the  Lugg,  caught  some  large  trout 
which  gave  grand  sport,  and  three  and  a  half  brace 
of  grayling,  some  of  them  l^lb.  each,  and  in 
grand  condition.  Good  sport  has  also  been 
enjoyed  at  Martley,  Stanford  Bridge,  Tenbury,  and 
higher  up  the  Teme,  and  anglers'  spirits  are  rising. 
Coarse  fish  angling  has  not  been  so  satisfactory 
and  has  varied  very  much.  In  the  Teme,  dace 
and  chub  have  given  very  fair  sport  each  day  with 
maggot  and  fly.  In  the  Avon  and  Severn  it  has 
been  most  variable,  they  have  been  biting  freely 
one  day,  the  next,  in  the  same  water,  scarcely  a  fish 
could  be  taken.  In  the  Avon,  some  good  baskets 
of  bream  have  been  caught,  and  some  very  fine 
roach  with  stewed  wheat.  In  the  Severn  the  roach 
have  bit  very,  shyly,  but  a  fair  quantity  of  chub 
has  been  caught ;  above  Camp  Locks  and  below 
Kempsey  sport  has  been  best,  at  Upton-on-Sevem 
best  of  all.  A.  Coomb,  C.  Evans,  F.  Patey  have 
had  good  catches  of  roach  with  stewed  wheat  as  a 
bait,  and  Mr.  Clarke  over  a  dozen  fine  chub,  all 
from  lib.  upwards,  on  Monday  morning  last,  and 
others  have  had  good  catches.  Prospects  for  the 
coming  week  good. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

Members  of  the  angling  clubs  have  had  charming 
weatner  for  the  concluding  matches,  and  the  outings 
have  been  greatly  enjoyed,  Clifton  A.A.  on 
Monday,  Sept.  19,  experienced  ideal  conditions 
meteorologically  on  visiting  Newton-on-Ouse.  The 
party  separated  in  all  directions,  up  and  down 
stream.  At  the  weigh-in  it  transpired  that  the 
catch  consisted  chiefly  of  gudgeon,  bleak,  and  small 
dace,  with  a  few  chub,  barbel,  and  perch.  One 
angler  made  a  good  haul,  having  nearly  200  fish. 
Mr.  D.  Langstaffe  topp<  d  the  winners  with  61b.  3oz., 
and  carried  off  the  special  for  the  highest  aggregate 
this  season,  161b.  l|oz.  Mr.  T.  Spence  was  second, 
and  Mr.  H.  E.  Soulby  third.  Fulford  Friendly 
had  a  respectable  muster  at  the  second  match  ou 
the  Decwent  at  Elvington  on  Sept.  13,  exper.encing 
moderate  sport.  Mr.  R.  Gowthorpe,  31b.  2oz.,  and 
Mr,  R.  Duce,  21b.  15|oz.,  first  and  second,  were 
also,  singularly  enough,  at  the  head  in  the  opening 
match  of  the  season,  but  their  places  were  reversed 
Mr.  Duce  being  first  and  Mr.  Gowth..  rpe  second'. 
The  Guildhall  Ward  (York)  Conservative  Associa- 
tion Fishing  Club  finished  the  season  at  Newton- 
on-Derwent.  Only  moderate  results  accrued,  the 
highest  total,  made  by  Mr.  W.  Henderson,  being 
lib.  lOoz.  Mr.  W.  Hudson  won  the  special  for  the 
_most  vaiiety  of  fish.  The  Yorkshire  Herald  rodmen 
went  to  Stamford  Bridge  to  wind  up,  and  found  the 
Derwent  in  fair  trim,  a  cross-wind  being  the  only 
drawback.  Every  man  caught  fish,  the  biggest 
catch  falling  to  Mr.  E.  Simpson,  21b.  3Joz.  W.  H. 
Gibson  had  the  top  weight  for  the  Layerthorpe 
Adult  School  at  Wbeldrake  Ings  ;  Mr.  A.  Harrison, 
with  lib.  15-ioz..  headed  the  list  for  the  Cattle 
Market  A.C.,  at  Scoreby,  and  to  bim  also  go  the 
cup  and  medal  for  the  l>est  season's  aggregate, 
whilst  Mr.  W.  Smith's  medal  for  the  smallest  weight 
is  presented  to  Mr.  W.  Young,. the  oldest  member. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  boisterous,  and 
angling,  especially  lake  angling,  has  been  much 
retarded.  On  favourable  days  good  sport  was  had 
at  a  few  of  the  principal  stations,  but  generally 
speaking  matters  have  been  backward.  Tne  back- 
end  angling  is  expected  to  be  good  all  round,  but 
much,  if  indeed  not  all,  depends  upon  the  stace  of 
the  weather.  So  far  the  autumn  i fishing  has  not 
been  quite  up  to  anticipation  anywhere.  Sea 
angling  has  been  productive  of  good  sport  generally. 
Along  the  south-western  and  western  coasts  the  fish 
principally  had  are  pollack,  gurnard,  bream, 
mackerel  and  whiting.  At  time  of  writing  the 
weather  is  very  bright,  but  also  very  windy. 
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ilofes  from  i^c  ^ottl). 


The  King  left  Balmoral  on  Monday  morning  on 
a  visit  to  Lord  and  Lady  Burton  at  Glenquoich, 
where  there  is  one  of  the  beat  deer  forests  in 
Scotland. 


His  Majesty  had  a  quiet  shot  on  Saturday  in  the 
home  preserves  and  brought  down  a  fine  stag  scaling 
2l8t. — the  heaviest  got  here  for  many  years. 


Some  fairly  pood  sport  is  being  got  on  the 
Balmoral  and  adjoining  waters,  chiefly  with  red 
fish.  As  yet  the  autumn  migration  is  not  felt  so 
far  inland.  Only  in  a  very  wet  season  are  they  seen 
above  Ballater. 


The  Tay  proprietors  had  a  meeling  in  June  last 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  an  extension  of  the 
rod  season,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
draw  up  the  necessary  petition. 


This  will  be  discussed  at  a  meeting  called  for 
Saturday,  Sept.  24,  when  the  majority  will  a'^k  for 
an  extension  of  the  rod  season  up  to  Oct.  25 — no 
lure  except  fly  to  be  used  after  Oct.  15. 


Capt.  Savie,  who  is  staying  at  the  Duff  Arms 
Hotel,  Culter,  Deeside,  had  two  fish  last  week  of 
81b.  and  131b..  and  four  this  week,  of  8 Jib.,  121b., 
25lb..  and  261b.  There  are  lots  of  fish  about,  but 
the  river  is  too  small  and  clear  for  good  sport. 


At  the  age  of  fifty-seven,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker 
passed  away  on  Sept.  18.  A  deep  sea  fisher- 
man by  profession,  few  knew  the  currents  and  banks 
of  the  German  Ocean  better  than  he,  and  as  a 
pioneer  of  the  trawling  industry  he  amassed  a 
fortune  in  the  palmy  days  of  the  trade. 


Wednesday  and  Thursday  Boat  Competition, 
Sept.  14  and  15,  for  heaviest  fish  taken  on 
either  day. 

Ist,  Mr.  F.  T.  Ferris,  W.A.A..  51b.  14bz.;  2nd, 
Mr.  A.  Godding,  Marlborough,  41b.  lljoz.,  silver 
cigarette  case  ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  N.  Hall,  London,  21b. 
lOJoz.,  sea  fishing  rod;  4th,  Mr.  H.  Chefhire, 
Croydon,  lib.  13oz.,  electro-plated  breakfast  cruet ; 
5th,  Mr.  W.  Moggeridge,  W.A.A.,  lib.  lOJoz.,  silver 
match  box. 

Mr.  Ferris  does  not  take  the  bronze  medal  as  he 
wins  the  silver  medal,  and  Mr.  Moggeridge  has 
already  won  the  bronze  medal  at  Ferry  Bridge. 

Friday  Boat  CoMrETiTioN,  Sept.  16,  for  heaviest 
aggregate  weight  of  fish  taken  on  this  day  and 
any  one  other  day  during  the  competitions. 
Ist,  Mr.  F.  T.  Ferris,  W.A.A..  Sept.  16  lljoz.. 
Sept.  15  151b.  13oz.,  total  161b.  SJoz.  ;  B.S.A.S. 
silver  medal.    2nd,  Mr.  E.  Godding,  Marlborough, 
Sept.  16  VJoz.,  Sept.  15  .51b.  13oz,,  total  61b.  4^oz. ; 
prize  presented  by  Mr.  Jackson.  Anglers'  News. 
3rd,    Mr.    A.    Godding.    Sept.    16  nil,  Sept.  15 
4lb.  lljoz.,  total  41b.  lljoz.  ;  pair  of  opera  g'asaes. 
4th, Mr.  W.  Moegeridgp,  W.A.A.,  Sept.  16nil,  Ferry 
Bridge  Sept.  15  31b.  <JJoz.,  total  31b.  QJoz. ;  fiihing 
rod.    5th,  Mr.  H.  Cheshire,  Croydon,  Sept.  16  nil, 
Sept.  15  21b.  15Joz.,  tjtal  21b.  15Joz. ;  spirit  flask. 

Cup,  Presented  by  the  Mayor,  H.  J.  Groves, 
Esq.,  for  the  six  heaviest  fish  taken  during  the 
competitions  by  any  one  competitor. 
Won  by  Mr.  F.  T.  Ferris,  W.A.A.,  weight  of  fish 

51b.  14oz.,  31b.,  lib.  12oz.,  lib.  7oz.,  lib.  6oz., 

lib.  2oz. 

Gold  Medal,  Presented  by  Henry  Cox,  Esq., 
Radipole,  for  the  heaviest  fish  taken  during 
the  competitions. 
Won  by  Mr.  F.  T.  Ferris,  W.A.A.,  weight  of  fish 
51b.  14oz. 

Chas.  J.  Russell,  Hon.  Sec, 


the  Broads,   near  Yarmouth.     The    tackle  ex'^ 
bibition  was  a  very  fine  one,  consisting  of 
grand  collection  of  rods,  reels,  lines,  etc.,  thq  principcfl 
items  being  shown  by  Mes?rs.  Warne  and  Parker,  whfl 
exhibited  a  fine  lot  of  sea  tackle  and  appliances  9 
Dr.  Ladell,  some  remarkable  curios  and  specimenaH 
Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickins,  a  beautifully  modelled  altofl 
relievo  of  the  well-known  heading  (including  Wafl 
ton's  medallion  portrait^  of  tho  Fishing  Qazett^^ 
this  very  difficult  subject  complete  to  the  miauteafl 
detail.    Messrs.   Carter,  of  St.  John-street-roadI 
B.C.,    and  Messrs.   F.  T.  Williams  and  Co.,  oU 
Great     Queen-street,    W.C.,    severally  exhibited^ 
a   fine    assortment  of  their  productions,  includ- 
ing   some    of    the   very    latest   ideas    and  im- 
provements   in    tackle,    rods,   and  appliances. 
At  the  conclusion  a  hearty  vote  of  thuuks  wan 
passed  to  those  members  and  firms  who  had  so 
greatly  contributed  to  the  success  of  tha  exhibition 
by  showiug  such  a  fine  collection  of  angling  ap- 
pliance^;,  etc.    The  usual  toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  genial  chairman  brought  a  mora  than 
usually  pleasant   evening   to  a  close — not  until, 
however,  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dryden,  the  hon. 
librarian,  Mr.  Canton,  had  been  presented  with  the 
Gilbert  Medal  for  the  finest  show  of  roach  during 
the  past  season.    Will  membei*^  kindly  note  that 
there  will  be  a  general  fishing  competition  for  all 
fresh-water  fish  (other  than  pike  and  perch)  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  27,  for  best  three  fish  of  any  variety. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  Powlei  West  presided  over  a  well-attended 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  when  very  important 
business  was  transacted.  A  new  member  waa 
elected,  and  applications  for  membership  received. 
Some  capital  catches  of  fish  were  recorded,  the 
chairman  having  secured  a  large  quantity  of  roach 
from  Kelvedon  and  carp  from  private  water.  Mr. 
S.  Saunders  had  a  301b.  bag  from  the  Colne,  all 
good  class  roach,  twelve  weighing  ll|lb.  Mr.  S. 
Lenowall  had  some  nice  trout  at  Chesham,  his 
largest  going  1  Jib.  Mr.  B.  W.  Thomas  took  one  of 
2Jlb.,  one  of  IJlb.,  and  a  roach  of  IJlb.  from  tho 
society's  water,  besides  a  large  number  of  good 
roach  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Atkins  had  sea- trout  up  to 
2Jlb.,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  barbel  (4lb.)  and  jack 
from  the  Kennet.  Mr.  Eldred,  fishing  with  Mr. 
Emery,  took  some  very  nice  dace  and  roach  with 
the  fly,  whilst  Mr.  Emery  had  some  good  roach  and 
chub.  Dr.  P.  J.  S.  Spencer  had  a  large  number  of 
good  roach  from  West  Norfolk.  The  closing  dinner 
will  be  held  at  the  Black  Horse,  Chesham,  at  seven 
prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society, 
A  very  busy  meeting  on  Sept.  21  waa  presided 
over  by  Mr.  Rayner.  The  programme  of  enter- 
tainments, papers,  etc.,  for  the  winter  session  wa? 
arranged,  and  will  in  due  course  be  submitted  to 
members.  It  may  be  specially  noted  that  on 
Oct.  19  Mr.  Scholefield  will  give  an  exhibition  of 
the  actual  stuffing  of  fish.  Mr.  J.  Potter  has  taken 
some  nice  roach  from  the  Lea,  Mr.  Attwood  tench 
up  to  2Jlb.,  Messrs.  Lathy  and  Mitchell,  in  two 
outings,  twenty-three  carp  from  21b.  to  41b.  each.— 

G.  W. 

HoLLowAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  a  committee  and  special 
general  meeting  on  Sept.  20.  Business  wm  curtailed 
as  far  as  p.  ssible  in  view  of  arranged  musical 
evening  to  mark  the  first  anniversary  of  the  in- 
auguration of  tnis  society.  Mr.  S.  Stone  was  chairman, 
facedjby  Mr.  F.  Berry.  A  most  enjoyaule  evening 
was  spent,  contributed  chiefly  by  members  and 
friends.  A  muster  of  about  70  attended.  The 
Anglers'  Benevolent  and  Restc eking  boxes  were 
liberally  supported.  Mr.  F.  Berry  weighed  in  roach 
171b.  12Joz.,  heaviest,  lib.  9Joz. :  W.  Larkman, 
jun.,  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr,  F.  Wharton,  roach. — 

H.  C.  M.,  Hon.  Sec. 

Jolly  Anglers,  Cambridge. 
The  second  match  of  the  season  was  fished  (a 
pegged-down  one)  la-*t  Thursday,  when  about  sixty 
anglers  fished  for  £5  in  piizes,  with  speci<ils  in- 
cluded. With  brijiht  sun  and  bad  mana^e<neut 
only  I7lb.  of  fish  was  weighed  in.  Highest  weight, 
31b.  4oz.  ;  lowest,  8oz. — John  O.  George. 

North  Walsham  Anglers. 
The  second  annual  fishing  exclusion  promotsd  by 
the  members  of  the  Angltr^'  Oatirg  Club  took 
place  at  Horning  on  Sept.  9.  The  weather  was 
delightful,  and  the  fish  faiily  plentiful.  Ttie  fuUow- 
ing  is  a  list  of  the  prize-winneis : — 1,  Messrs.  E. 
Ellis  and  W.  Ellis ;  2,  J.  Dixon  and  W.  Hayrten : 
3,  A.  Mace  and  H.  Mace ;  4,  Webster  and  Bunting ; 
5,  Cook  and  MacLean ;  6,  Hotvard  and  J.  Ellis;  7, 
Woolverton  and  Gibbons ;  8,  R.  Cornish  and  C, 
Cornish;  9,  Doughty  ahd  Moore;  10,  Wilson  and 
Empson.  Special  prizes  were  awarded  as  under  : — 
For  the  largest  roach  caught,  W.  Ellis ;  ditto, 
bream,  A.  Mace ;  ditto,  perch,  Messrs.  Bunting  and 


"Thom"  was  as  often  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of 
Commons  as  any  other  of  the  fraternity  from  this 
side  the  border.  On  harbour  lights,  harbour  dues, 
and  all  fishery  questions,  "Thom"  and  ex-Lord 
Provost  Mearns  were  ever  to  the  front. 


The  weather  is  too  good  for  angling  purposes,  and 
the  worst  of  it  is  there  is  so  little  chance  of  a 
change.  It  is  really  the  finest  summer  weather  that 
can  be  imagined. 


The  Aberdeen  Eock  Fishers  are  having  a  fairly  good 
time  of  it,  but  things  would  be  better  with  rougher 
weather. 


For  a  good  rock  rod,  commend  me  to  Woodman, 
Aberdeen,  and  for  the  best  of  the  Grant  Vibration 
rods,  to  Playfair,  Union-street,  Aberdeen. 


The  best  way  to  take  out  a  kink  is  to  run  the  line 
out  on  the  field  or  the  river's  bank.  The  practice 
ia  about  as  old  as  spinning  baits  themselves,  but 
like  many  other  old  things  it's  the  best  after  all. 


The  Ben  Nevis  Observatory  may  yet  go  on  for 
another  ten  years  at  least  Mr.  Arnold  Burgess's 
offer  of  £10  will  likely  draw  out  others  interested  in 
keeping  such  a  valuable  tributary  to  the  science  of 
meteorology  agoing.  Pity  the  Government  should 
be  so  tight  in  such  a  matter. 

Special  Scotch. 


,WEYMOUTH  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


Ferry  Bridge  Competition,  Sept.  13,  9  am.  to 
3  p.m.,  for  heaviest  basket  of  fish. 

Ist,  Mr.  Moggeridge,  W.A.A..  3tb.  9Joz.,  B.S.A.S. 
bronze  medal ;  2nd,  E.  Godding,  Marlborough, 
41b.  lOJoz.,  case  of  fish  servers;  3rd,  Mrs.  Bowles, 
W.A.A.,  lib.  3Joz.,  barometer;  4th,  Mr.  Summers, 
B.S.A.8.,  15oz.,  sea-reel. 

Mr.  E.  Godding,  not  being  an  affiliated  member 
of  the  B.S.A.S.  or  W.A.A.,  cannot  take  the  bronze 
medal,  which  falls  to  Mr.  Moggeridge. 

Habboub  Competition,  Sept.  13,  7  p.m.  to  11  p.m., 
for  heaviest  basket  of  fish. 

lat.  Mr.  Sigrist,  W.A.A.,  lib.  3ioz.,  B.S.A.S. 
bronze  medal ;  2nd,  Mr.  H.  Cheshire,  Croydon, 
lib.  13oz.,  electro-plated  biscuit  box;  3rd,  Mr. 
Richard  Cass,  London,  lib.  9oz.,  electro-plated 
muffin  dish ;  4th,  Mr.  A.  Godding,  Marlborough, 
lib.  4Joz.,  pipe  rack ;  5th,  Mr.  G.  W.  Bowles, 
W.A.A.,  lib.  2|oz.,  fishing  basket. 

Messrs.  Cheshire,  Cass,  and  Godding,  not  being 
affiliated  members,  could  not  take  the  bronze 
medal,  which  falls  to  Mr.  Sigrist. 


^ssociafiotts,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association  Shield  Competition. 

The  draw  for  the  second  round  of  the  shield  com- 
petition on  Sept.  16  resulted  as  follows  (the  first- 
named  club  has  choice  of  water) : — Ealing  A,S.  v. 
St.  John's  A.S.  ;  Spread  Eagle  v.  Stepney  ;  Bromp- 
ton  V.  Leyton  Waltonians  ;  Serapis  v.  Royal  Oak ; 
Allason  United  v.  Stratford  ;  Original  Alexandra  v. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers ;  Duke  of  Norfolk  v. 
West  Green;  North-East  Bros.  v.  Cobdfen;  Dalston 
V.  Yiewsley ;  Harlesden  v.  Bye  ;  Albion  Bros.  v. 
North  London;  Hanwell  Piscatorials  v.  Carlton; 
Good  Intent  v.  Walthamstow  Bros. ;  Park  v. 
Campbell  United.  This  round  is  to  be  fished  on  or 
before  Sunday,  Oct.  16.  The  draw  for  third  round 
to  take  place  on  the  Friday  evening  following.  In 
addition  to  above  draw  the  cup  and  prizes  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  competition  at  Amberley  were 
distributed,  Mr.  A.  Lumley,  president  of  the 
Carlton  Angling  Society,  in  )he  chair.  Mr.  B.  G. 
Woodruff  presented  the  cuo  to  the  Carlton  Angling 
Society,  whose  team  won  it,  and  Mr.  Lumley  pre- 
sented the  numerous  other  prizes  to  the  winners, 
the  evening  being  filled  up  with  an  exceptionally 
good  concert,  all  the  artists  being  good  and  well 
received  by  a  1  rge  audience. — F.  A.  Gray  (Hon. 
Sec). 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society — Thames 
Competition. 
Several  delegates  met  on  Sept.  20,  and  decided 
that  October  30  will  be  the  date  for  the  gigantic 
event.  Will  all  societies  kindly  send  del'^gaies  next 
Thursday  to  add  to  our  list  of  committee,  and  fix 
on  district  and  settle  on  the  meeting- house,  etc. 
I  hope  all  anglers  will  att-nd  on  Sept.  29,  at  9 
p  m  ,  at  Duke  of  Yoik  Hotel,  Kensington  PUce, 
Silver-street,  Notiing  Hill  Gate. — Ben  Abrahams, 
25,  Silver-street,  Kensington,  W. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  well- attended  meeting  at  Broad  -  street 
Restaurant,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  20,  was  notable  as 
being  the  occasion  of  a  very  successful  exhibition  of 
fishing-tackle,  etc.,  many  members  contributing  and 
Mr.  Robert  Snare  most  efficiently  presiding.  Fish- 
ing reports  from  members  were  very  numerous  and 
including  the  following: — From  Wraysbury,  Mr. 
Bellamy  and  Mr.  Green,  dace  and  gudgeon  ;  Mr. 
Bearaont,  gudgeon  ;  Mr.  Higgs,  dace  and  perch ; 
Mr-  Burgess  (from  St.  Neots),  a  fine  catch  of  dace  ; 
Mr.  Mcintosh  (from  Huntingdon),  perch,  up  to 
21b.  2oz.,  the  latter  being  set  up;  Mr.  James 
(from  Grove  Ferry),  good  roach  and  bream;  Mr. 
Hollands  (private  waters),  some  good  carp;  M. 
Snare,  dace,  perch,  and  chub.  From  Leigh,  good 
catches  (up  to  thirty  or  forty)  flatfish  were 
reported  by  Messrs.  Gilbert,  Vincent,  and  Clarke; 
whilst  Mr.  Bellamy  had  taken  many  bream  on 
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Doughty;  ditto,  ruffe,  Messrs.  Webster  and 
Bunting.  The  return  journey  was  made  in  good 
time,  and  shortly  after  seven  o'clock  the  parf.y 
assembled  for  dinner  at  the  club-house,  where  they 
were  joined  by  many  outside  friends.  After  the 
usual  loyal  toasts  some  capitdl  songs  and  recitations 
were  rendered,  followed  by  the  presentation  of 
prizes.  The  proceedings  were  brought  to  a  close  by 
the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem  and  "Auld 
Lang  Syne." 

PiscATOEiAL  Society. 
Mr,  Frank  Ward  was  in  the  chair  on  Monday 
evening  when  there  was  a  large  attendan'^e  of  mem- 
bers. The  president  of  the  societv,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  gave  a  lucid  account  of  a  H-'brilean  trip 
made  by  himself  and  two  other  membeis  (Messrs. 
C,  Butler  and  A,  C.  Poole).  The  three  holiday 
makers  got  between  them  150  sea-trout,  the  best 
one  of  41b.  8oz.  falhng  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Butler  who 
also  killed  a  71b.  salmon.  Mr.  Poo'e  had  a  sea-trout 
of  31b.  8oz.,  and  a  salmon  of  6!b.  8oz.  Mr.  Brown, 
though  getting  a  large  share  of  the  captures,  was 
clean  of  salmon.  He  mentioned  two  curious  in- 
stances which  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  fishing 
— one,  that  he  had  five  sea- trout  at  a  sittine  on  a  May 
Ply  with  wings  made  from  the  feathers  of  a  pent;uin, 
used  as  a  dropper,  and  the  other,  that  Mr.  Poole 
took  seven  sea-trout  on  a  spent  May  Fly  of  Halford's 
pattern.  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Butler  had  a  grand 
day  with  pollack,  getting  1081b.  of  fii-h  in  one 
outing,  best  fish  81b.  8oz.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson 
gave  an  account  of  a  fortnight's  fishing  at  Hunger- 
ford,  mentioning  that  the  grayling  fishing  had  much 
deteriorated  owing  to  the  netting  out  of  many  of 
the  fifh  in  July.  He  had  only  5i  brace  in  a  fort- 
night, best  fish  lib  13oz.,  and  several  trout  up  to 
the  same  weight.  He  took  also  numbers  of  hand- 
some dace,  including  two  of  lib.  loz.  each,  and  four 
going  lib.  apiece.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  also  spoke  of  the 
poor  sport  obtained  in  the  same  Sfcti^n  of  the 
Kennet,  his  best  grayling  Wfighed  lib.  8oz,,  and 
trout  21b.  4oz.  He  had  likewise  three  lib.  dace  to 
his  credit.  The  Silver  Witch  was  the  most  success- 
ful fly.  Mr.  H.  W.  Ansell  described  a  fishing  excur- 
sion he  had  made  to  Tenbury,  the  excellent  accom- 
modation procurable  at  the  well-known  Swan  Hotel, 
and  the  fair  sport  he  had  had  with  trout  and  grayling. 
Mr.  Collis  had  3J  brace  of  grayling  from  the  Lam- 
bourn  to  the  Black  Gnat  and  a  trout  of  lib.  5oz. 
He  also  had  a  brace  of  lovely  trout  from  the  Itchen, 
going  21b.  2oz.  and  lib.  15oz.  respectively.  Mr. 
Geo.  Smith  caught  two  stone  of  bream  on  the 
Broads  in  one  afternoon,  and  several  members  had 
had  good  sport  with  roach  at  Uxbridge.  Mr.  M. 
G.  E.  de  Courcy  took  numbers  of  dace  there  with 
the  Red  Tag,  and  several  jack  acd  perch  spinning 
with  the  popular  Wagtail.  A  pike  of  121b.  was  lost, 
when  almost  played  out,  by  Mr.  Collis  on  the 
Kennet.  The  weeds  have  been  cut  at  Uxbridge  and 
the  shallow  harrowed  as  usueil,  so  that  it  is  quite 
on  the  cards  that  for  a  few  weeks  to  come  the  roach 
may  be  wild  and  difficult  to  circumvent. — Hon. 
Sec, 

SouTHWABK  Social  Anglkbs. 
The  inaugural  supper  of  this  society,  to  which 
upwards  of  forty  sat  down,  wa?  held  on  Sc-pt.  16  at 
headquarters,  the  Duke  of  Wurtemberg,  Hatfield- 
Btreet,  Blackfriars,  and  wtis  a  success  in  every 
peepect.  The  supper  wa^  admirably  served  by 
Host  Emberaon,  while  the  members  and  their 
friends  who  contributed  to  the  musical  pi  ogramme 
acquitted  themselves  most  proficiently.  Mr.  J.  F. 
Bursill  presided,  and  the  pianist,  Mr.  Bert  Cook, 
gave  the  utmost  satisfaction  with  his  fine  selections 
and  accompaniments. 


CHASED  BY  A  SHARK. 

Seeing  a  small  shark  brought  ashore  the  other 
day  by  one  of  the  salmon  fishermen,  who  had  found 
it  rolled  up  in  his  net,  put  me  in  mind  of  an  exciting 
adventure  I  had  many  years  ago.  Both  at  the  east, 
aa  well  as  the  west,  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  great 
River  MoLsie  sandbanks  run  out  to  eea  for  a  distance 
of  two  or  three  milrs.  These  are  covered  at  high 
tide,  but  being  of  almost  a  uniform  height  the  falling 
tide  runs  off  of  them  in  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
and  leaves  them  dry,  with  the  exception  of  some 
odd  places  where  pools  of  water  remain.  The  banks 
are  dry  the  last  two  hours  of  th«  ebb  and  the  first 
two  hours  of  the  flood  tide.  The  great  river  con- 
tinually deposits  on  these  sands  such  quantities  of 
Vegetable  matter  that  they  are  a  resort  for  many 
kinds  (if  small  fish,  and  numerous  waterfowl  come 
there  at  certain  stages  of  the  tide  to  feed  on  the  fish. 
I  was  only  about  eighteen  at  the  time,  and  had 
pone  out  in  a  birch-bark  canoe  to  shoot  ducks  on 
the  banks.  My  companir  n,  an  Indian  boy,  even 
younger  than  myself  in  years,  but  several  times 
older  in  experience,  was  to  steer  the  canoe.  The 
lasi  words  his  father  said  to  us  before  leaving  were  : 
.*?  Don't  go  too  far  out,  or  tho  '  Ma-tchie-ne-mak'  1 


will  cut  your  canoe  and  eat  you."  The  sea  that 
morning  was  as  calm  as  a  pond,  and  perfectly  glassy 
from  the  strong  May  sun  striking  straight  down 
on  it.  We  had  been  out  for  a  couple  of  hours,  and 
had  had  pretty  fair  luck  with  sea-ducks  and  loons, 
and  were  just  about  starting  for  the  shore  before 
the  tide  left  us  dry  on  the  banks.  If  suoh  a  thing 
had  happened  it  would  have  entailed  on  us  the 
labour  t if  carrying  our  canoe  a  mile  or  so  to  the  beach 
over  soft  yielding  sand.  "  We  better  go,"  the  boy 
wa?  sayiog,  when  his  words  were  cut  short  in  his 
mouth.  With  the  remains  of  that  breath  he 
screeched  "  Ma-tchi=)-ne-mak ! "  and  started  to 
paddle  like  one  possessed.  I  admit  that  his  fright 
was  infectious,  and  coupled  with  the  dreaded  name 
of  shark  it  so  quickened  my  strokes  that  Hanlon's 
sixty-a-minute  ware  slow  compared  to  the  way  I 
worked  my  paddle.  I  had  read,  and  heard  from 
old  whalesm^n,  that  as  long  as  one  kept  the  water 
churned  up  there  wag  no  danger  of  the  shark  getting 
in  his  work.  Twice  the  boy  called  out,  "There  he 
is  ! "  Once  I  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  monster  a 
few  yards  off  on  our  port  b«am  heading  for  the 
shore  also,  but  evidently  watching  for  a  chance  to 
attack  us.  The  tide  was  now  running  out,  and 
consequently  the  more  we  neared  the  shore  the 
shoaler  the  water  got.  The  shark  had  not  stopped 
to  consider  this  in  his  mad  rush  to  catch  u«.  At 
last  our  canoe  grounded  on  the  sands,  and  we  looked 
back  with  relief  at  our  narrow  escape.  But,  ah  ! 
what  is  that  about  a  couple  of  acres  astern,  surely 
not  the  shark  !  But  it  was,  and  he  was  floundering 
about  in  shallow  water  in  one  of  the  pools,  and 
every  minute  the  water  was  getting  less.  "  Hoopla  ! 
we  will  now  hunt  the  shark,"  I  said  to  little  Moses, 
as  I  started  off  towards  him  over  the  nowdrysa  ids. 
Ye«.  there  he  was,  the  great,  u^ly  beast,  flopping 
about  in  a  ba=in  surrounded  by  banks,  out  of  which 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  escape.  From  the 
shore  the  boy's  father  and  one  of  my  men  saw  what 
was  going  on,  and  came  out  with  a  handful  of 
bull  ts  and  their  guns.  In  the  meantime  I  was 
employing  the  time  with  good  results  by  p During 
into  the  shark  charge  after  charge  of  AAA  shot  at 
close  range.  By  the  time  the  men  reached  us  the 
fish  was  pretty  sick,  and  apart  from  snapping  his 
immense  jaws  was  lying  perfectly  still.  The  first 
bullet  from  a  distance  of  ten  feet  put  an  end  to 
him.  When  the  tide  came  in  again  we  towed  him 
into  the  river,  and  cut  him  up  and  salted  the  chunks 
in  barrels  to  fped  the  dogs  the  next  winter.  From 
the  liver  we  rendered  out  three  gallons  of  oil  as  clear 
as  water.  This  of  itself  was  of  value  to  us  the  next 
winter  in  our  lamps  ;  it  gave  a  clear  light  and  emitted 
no  smoke.  Those  were  the  days  before  coal  oil 
came  into  general  use.  Our  only  lights  at  the  post 
were  home-made  tallow  candles,  or  a  cotton  rag 
from  a  tin  spout  fed  by  seal-oil.  This,  combined 
with  the  burning  rag,  gave  off  a  heavy,  dense,  black 
smoke,  which  was,  if  not  injurious,  very  unpleasant 
to  inhale  during  the  long  winter  e venin  gs.  The  shark- 
oil,  being  so  much  superior,  I  kept  for  my  own 
private  lamps,  and  the  teeth  ornamented  the  mantle- 
piece. — Mabtin  H  tjnter,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
J.  Woods,  Egham.— The  25th  Thames  Fishery 
Bye-law  is  not  strong  in  its  grammar,  but  it  is 
quite  clear: — "No  person  shall  fish  for,  take,  or 
attempt  to  take  by  any  means  whatever  in  that 
part  of  the  River  Thames  as  lies  above  the  City 
stone  at  Staines,  nor  fjom  any  vessel  in  that  part 
of  the  River  Thames  as  lies  between  the  City  stone 
and  London  Bridge,  any  fish  between  the  expiration 
of  the  first  hour  after  sunset  and  the  last  hour 
before  sunrise."  Fishing  from  the  bank  is  not 
prohibited  below  the  City  stone  at  Staines,  only 
from  any  vessel. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

SOME  FISHING  INQUIRIES. 
Deab  Sir, — Mr.   Wrench  Towpe,  clerk  to  the 
Fishmongers'  Company,  refers  me  to  you  for  any 
information  with  regard  to  the  following  points  : — 

1.  I  want  to  know  what  is  being  done  with  a 
view  to  pro'noting  the  welfare  of  what  are  called 
the  "  coarse  "  speci'-s  of  fiesh-water  fish.  They  are 
not,  it  stems,  so  valuable  from  either  a  sporting  or 
food  point  of  view  as  are  the  salmon  and  trout,  but 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  they  should  be  neglected 
except  by  the  humbler  claw  of  anglers. 

2.  I  notice  that,  in  the  Fisheries  Exhibition 
literature  (London,  1883),  you  and  other  expert 
authorities  advocate  their  cltiims,  but  I  cannot  dis- 
cover that  it  has  produced  much  effect  upon  pubUc 
opinion. 

3.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  informs 


me  that  the  fisheries  for  "coaraa"  fish  receive  con- 
stant attention,  but  they  do  not  enter  into  any 
particulars. 

4.  The  Field,  some  time  ago,  statad  that  the 
National  Federation  of  Anglers  was  the  chief  boiy 
interested  in  *'  coarse  "  fish.  If  this  is  so  I  should 
be  glai  of  any  information  concerning  it. 

5.  Pisciculturists  in  this  country  seem  to  devote 
their  attention  to  the  various  kinds  of  trout.  Other 
countries,  especially  Germany  and  U.S.A.,  appear 
to  be  well  ahead  of  us  in  these  matters. 

So  far  as  I  know  the  Sutton  Broad  Laboratory, 
Catfield,  Grep,t  Yarmouth,  owned  by  Mr.  Eustace 
Gurney,  is  the  only  Fresh-Water  Biological  Station 
in  this  country.  The  director,  Mr.  Frank  B*lfour 
Browne,  writing  to  me  on  M^rch  17  last,  says:  — 
"  There  are  no  salmon  and  only  occasional  soi- 
trout  in  this  district,  the  fish  here  being  the  common 
'  coarse '  species,  which  are  only  of  interest  to 
anglers.  I  am,  however,  noting  the  breeding  tim<?8 
of  the  species,  and  making  drawings  and  notes  of 
the  eggs  and  larvaj,  though  this  is  really  side  work. 
I  am  a'so  endeavouring  to  mark  some  of  the  fish 
in  order  to  watch  their  migrations  and  rate  of 
growth,  ...  As  you  probably  know,  the  Germans 
do  a  ^reat  deal  of  carp-culture." 

6.  Tne  development  of  tha  sea-fish  trade  has,  I 
suppose,  done  some  injury  to  the  fresh-water 
fisheries.  Beitram,  in  his  "Harvest  of  the  Sea," 
attributes  th?ir  decline  to  the  time  of  the  Refor- 
mation when  we  ceased  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic 
country,  I  should  like  to  see  every  country  house 
have  its'well-etocked  fish  ponds  as  ii  former  tim^s. 

The  fish  culture  society  meutioned  in  the 
Exhibition  literature  seems  to  be  dead. 

7.  I  suppose  no  one  wou'd  stock  any  waters  with 
"coarse"  fish  which  would  support  trout  of  any 
kind ;  and,  generally  speaking,  the  former  woul  i 
have  to  give  way  where  the  two  interests  c'ashed. 
It  seems  the  custom  to  "net"  trout  witers  for 
other  fish  when  the  latter  become  toi  numerous  or 
troublesome. 

8.  I  am  also  in  need  of  any  information  r'spect- 
ing  engineering  as  applied  to  fishing  problems — 
harbours,  weirs,  fish-ladders,  etc.  In  a  review  of  a 
German  book  upon  the  matter  in  iVaiwre,  Aug.  18  (?), 
Mr.  F.  Balfour  Browne  states  that  literature  up  in 
the  subject  is  not  plentiful  in  the  English  language?, 
even  in  the  new  volumes  of  the  "Encyclopaedia 
Britannica." 

9.  The  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  seems  to  bo 
the  most  progressive  body  in  this  countrv  ;  but  it 
is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  United  States  Fish 
Commission,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judg«. 

I  am  interested  in  the  salmon  marking  experi- 
ments just  commenced  by  the  Board  of  Agriculturj 
and  Fisheries,  and  hope  they  may  prove  very 
successful. 

Our  local  authorities  for  fishery  matters  would 
seem  to  require  remodelling — say,  an  autho-iti?  for 
each  watershed,  with  sufficient  funds,  and,  if 
necessary,  fuller  powers. 

Our  sea  fisheries  seem  to  receive  a  larger  amount 
of  attention  than  is  piven  to  the  other  kind — 
scientific,  legal,  and  economic. 

I  should  be  glad  of  any  information  which  you 
can  give  me  or  to  which  you  can  refer  me.  Thank- 
ing you  in  anticipation, — Yours  truly, 

6,  May-street,  Bootle,         Jas.  M.  S.  Hughes. 
Liverpool. 

P.S. — As  what  we  choose  to  call  "civilisation  " 
advances,  fisheries  tend  to  deteriorate,  for  various 
reasons,  in  corresponding  ratio.  Can  any  artificial 
means  remedy  or  retard  this  natural  defect  ? 

[In  reply  to  Mr.  Hughes,  I  think  the  following 
answers  may  help  him,  but  I  sha'l  be  very  glad  if 
any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  can  do  so 
will  give  further  information. 

1.  Coarse  fish  are  preserved  and  looked  after 
by  angling  preservation  societies  like  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  in  many  places  where 
there  are  anglers  who  care  to  fish  for  coarse  fish. 
There  are  hundreds  of  lakes  and  other  waters  which 
are  preserved  by  private  owners  which  contain  only 
coarse  fish, 

2.  Coarse  fish  were  to  be  found  in  the  price  lists 
of  the  fish  breeders  soon  after  the  1883  Fisheri  s 
Exhibition,  but  the  demand  was  never  sufficient  to 
make  it  pay  to  keep  them.  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor, 
Lincolnshire,  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  money 
on  coarse  fish  and  their  culture,  but  I  b  lieve  he 
has  practically  given  it  up.  If  he  would  give  us 
hisexperience  it  would  be  interesting.  The  mmag-ir 
of  the  Sol  way  Fisheries,  Dumfries,  toll  m«  some 
time  ago  he  proposed  to  breed  coarse  fish,  but  I  do 
not  think  he  has  done  much  at  present.  They  were 
tried  for  some  years  at  the  Malvern  Fish  Breeding 
Establishment,  but  there  again  they  did  not  pay. 
As  regards  the  Thames,  the  Thames  Angling  Pre- 
servation Society  has  stocked  the  river  for  the  p^t 
twenty-five  years  or  more  by  netting  the  leservoirs 
of  the  water  companies,  which  reservoirs  have 
served  as  natural  breeding  ponds  for  Thames  fish< 
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Hundreds  of  thousaads  of  fine  coarse  fish  of  all 
kinds  have  thus  been  put  into  the  river.  Many  other 
coarse  fish  waters  are  stocked  in  a  similar  way — 
that  is,  by  getting  fish  from  some  watar  where  they 
are  not  wanted. 

3.  Very  wise  of  them ! 

4.  Perhaps  the  secretary  will  send  Mr.  Hughes 
particulars. 

6.  Sea  fish  are  so  cheap  and  abundant  in  this 
country  that  it  would  never  pay  to  breed  carp  or 
other  coarse  fish  for  the  market.  Trout  are  bred 
very  extensively,  but  almost  exclusively  for  sport, 
not  for  the  food  market.  I  hope  Mr.  Browne  will 
be  successful  in  his  "  side  "  experiments. 

6.  See  5.  Yes.  The  National  Fish  Culture  Asso- 
ciation died  many  years  ago.  It  could  not  live  on 
breeding  coarse  fish,  and  to  breed  trout  for  sale  was 
simply  to  compete  with  its  chief  supporters — the 
fish  breeders. 

7.  Quite  so, 

8.  I  fear  it  is  buried  in  blue-books  of  the  Inland 
and  Sea  Fisheries  Departments. 

9.  The  Scotch  Board  does  great  work  well,  tmd 
is  far  better  supported  than  the  English  Board. 
Fancy  any  Government  in  this  country  doing  what 
the  U.S.  Fish  Commission  does  !  Not  till  our 
fisheries  are  ruined  will  they  even  dream  of  it.  I 
don't  say  our  fisheries  are  in  danger  of  ruin,  though 
the  competition  of  the  Germans  and  Scandinavians 
gets  hotter  every  year. 

Yes,  as  civilisation  advances  it  poisons  the  rivers 
by  establishing  towns  and  villages  on  them,  and 
using  them  as  sewers.  The  various  "  sewage  farms  " 
are  the  worst  sinners  unless  worked  on  some 
bacteriological  system. — Ed.] 

THE  "LADY  ALINGTON "  SALMON  FLY. 

Deab  Sib, — The  "  Lady  Alington "  salmon  fiy 
has  an  interesting  origin  which  may  be  worth 
relating,  as  it  is  not  generally  known.  Lady  Aling- 
ton fished  the  Bught  and  Ness  Castle  waters  on  the 
Ness  for  some  seasons,  and  was  very  successful,  as 
her  excellent  fishing  deserved.  One  evening  her 
ladyship  caught  at  the  riverside  a  large  moth  or  fly 
of  a  cinnamon  colour,  and  she  had  the  happy 
thought  of  having  it  copied  and  made  up  as  a 
salmon  fiy.  Messrs.  Watson  and  Co.,  fishing  tackle 
makers,  Inglis-street,  Inverness,  dressed  the  fly, 
and  it  did  well  from  the  first.  At  the  first  trial  it 
got  a  24-pounder,  and  it  was  thereupon  called  the 
"  Lady  Alington."  It  is  a  modest  looking  fly,  not 
being  so  gaudy  as  most  of  the  ordinary  patterns. 
Big  fish  seem  to  have  a  special  liking  for  it,  and  it 
has  accounted  for  a  goodly  number  since  its  intro- 
duction a  few  years  ago.  For  instance,  last  season 
on  the  Dochf  our  water  on  the  Ness  all  the  biggest 
fish  were  got  with  it.  Amongst  them  were  salmon 
of  32ilb.,  321b..  301b.,  and  291b.  These  are  good 
weights  for  the  Ness,  where  salmon  do  not  run 
large.  The  fly  is  now  used  on  the  Tay  and  other 
rivers,  and  is  rapidly  becoming  a  favourite. — Yours 
truly,  J.  H,  Scott. 

17,  Uiiion-road,  Inverness. 

[The  "  Lady  Alington "  is  a  chtu-ming  fly.  On 
opening  the  paper  containing  it,  before  reading 
Mr.  Scott's  note,  it  struck  me  the  fly  was  intended 
for  a  large  cinnamon  sedge,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
was  its  origin.  The  golden  pheasant  tail  and 
topping  and  flat  gold  tinsel  on  the  brown  body  make 
it  a  very  handsome  although  modest  looking  fly. 
Made  in  proper  sizes,  it  would  kill  trout,  grayling, 
and  sea  trout  aa  well  as  salmon. — Ed.] 


MEVAGISSEY. 

Deab  Sib, — Mr.  Ducheson's  letter  re  Mevagiasey 
is  a  capital  one,  and  quite  cheers  me  to  read.  For 
thirty-five  years  I  have  known  this  charming  little 
place,  where  I  kept  my  own  sailing-boat  and  had 
no  end  of  fun.  The  Vixen  I  gave  to  my  old  baat- 
man,  on  whose  death  she  passed  to  Kichard  Thomas, 
West  Quay,  Mevagissey.  Friend  Dick  is  a  capital 
fellow,  and  knows  every  inch  of  the  coast  and  where 
the  fish  are.  He  fiehes  regularly  in  the  Vixen,  which 
is  well  kept  up.  He  finds  this  suits  him  better  than 
going  out  in  the  big  luggers,  with  which  he,  how- 
ever, is  still  associated,  and  so  can  get  any  quantity 
of  bait  daily.  I  strongly  recommend  Dick  Thomas, 
who  is  an  old  pal  of  mine,  a  young  man,  and  an 
abstainer,  though  he  does  not  mind  seeing  others 
enjoying  themselves,  and  the  Vixen  has  carried 
many  a  brown  jar.  Dick  is  a  most  experienced 
boat  sailor,  and  most  steeuly. 

Bob  Blight  I  also  know  well,  and  Mr.  Ducheson 
has  been  in  good  hands.  Bob's  father  was  a  mighty 
fisherman,  and  many  a  crack  I  have  had  with  him. 
There  ia  not  a  nicer  place  than  Mevagissey  round 
the  coast,  and  "one  and  all  "  are  friendly.  For  a 
short  visit  I  recommend  the  Ship  Hotel,  where 
George  Barron  and  his  excellent  wife  make  one 
thoroughly  comfortable,  and  a  dressed  crab  is 
something  for  the  epicure  to  remember;  George 
ItDOttB  where  to  get  a  good  crab.    Years  have  a 


little  told  on  George's  once  romantic  form,  but  he 
is  still  the  good  fellow  he  always  was.  He,  too 
used  to  be  a  keen  fisherman,  having  a  weakness  for, 
mackerel  fishing  "on  the  bar,"  and  when  George 
was  aboard  the  boat  required  but  little  ballast. 
Your  correspondent  and  my  old  friend,  C.  A. 
Payton,  has  sung  the  charms  of  Mevagissey  "  many 
a  time  and  oft."  I  was  there  this  spring,  and 
found  lots  of  old  friends  still  to  the  fore  and  some 
good  yarns  going.  I  only  wish  I  were  there  now. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  S.  Buddicom. 


AUTOMATIC  RELEASE  FLOATS. 

Dear  Sib, — Here  is  the  sketch  of  a  release  float  I 
devised  some  years  ago,  which  is  very  simple  and 
effective.  You  use  merely  an  ordinary  float  of  a 
size  large  enough  to  carry  your  bait,  trace,  and 
lead.  On  the  top  part  of  the  float  you  put  a  little 
bit  of  rubber  tube — a  piece  of  a  baby's  feeding- 
bottle  tube  will  do — and  you  just  hitch  up  your 


reel  line  between  this  bit  of  tube  and  the  top  part 
of  the  float  (see  the  dotted  lines  in  my  sketch 
between  the  tube  and  the  wood  top  part  of  the 
float — here  exaggerated  in  width). 

According  to  the  extent^to  which  you  hitch  up 
the  line  under  the  rubber  tubing,  you  can  let  the 
fish  make  the  float  release  itself,  or  you  can  do  this 
by  a  strong  jerk.  The  float  then  runs  down  to  the 
trace. — Yours  truly,       John  Holt  Schoolino. 


"RISING  FISH"  AND  FISH  FOOD. 

Deab  Sib, — Re  "Berkshire's"  letter  in  your  issue 
of  Sept.  3,  allow  me  to  say  that  newly-stocked  fish 
from  a  fish  farm  as  a  rule  rise  all  over  the  water 
immediately  they  are  liberated,  but  this  by  no 
means  proves  them  to  be  "rising  fish."  After  their 
journey  by  road  or  rail  in  fish  tanks  they  have 
suffered  to  a  certain  extent  for  want  of  oxygen, 
and  the  fish  are  merely  seeking  more  air,  not 
necessarily  food. 

Trout  ought  to  be  trained  from  the  yearling  stage 
by  being  fed  on  surface  food.  Here  some  years  ago 
we  experimented  with  several  foods,  and  we  now 
seem  to  have  hit  the  mark,  as  all  oar  fish  are  noted 
for  their  free  rising  qualities.  If  "Berkshire"  will 
kindly  correspond  with  ua  we  shall  be  pleased  to 
send  a  sample  of  our  surface  food  for  trial. — Yours 
faithfully,  Haeold  Jackson. 

The  Oaken  Clough  Fishery, 

Garstang,  Lancashire. 

[I  wonder  if  any  of  our  fish  breeders  have  ever 
tried  the  "Dried  May  Fly  Fbh  Food  "  sold  on  the 
Continent  7  It  would  appear  to  be  a  nutritious, 
light  food.   Anglers  who  have  received  a  supply  of 


trout  for  stocking  a  water  often  remark  that  the 
fish  begin  rising  at  once,  but,  as  Mr.  Jackson  points 
out,  it  is  really  a  gasping  for  breath  more^than 
anything  else. — Ed.] 

CABINET  FOR  SALMON  FLIES. 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  the  inquiry  by  "A 
Reader"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  17,  the 
salmon  fly  cabinet  he  requires  can  be  had  from 
G.  Little  and  Co.,  03,  Hay  market,  S.W. 

It  is  a  flat,  polished  mahogany  case,  and  opens 
like  the  "  Malloch  "  fly  boxes,  with  sixteen  rows  of 
German  silver  springs,  eight  rows  on  each  side, 
twelve  in  a  row,  and  will  hold  194  flies.  The  whole 
can  be  seen  in  a  few  seconds,  being  exposed  to  the 
eye.  Size,  12in.  by  9in.  by  lin.  outside  measure- 
ment; price  12s.  6d. — Yours  truly, 

G.  Little  and  Co,  ] 


CABINET  FOR  SALMON  FLIES. 

•  Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  "  A  Reader,"  he  should 
try  Mr,  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Scott-street,  Perth.  I 
have  one  to  my  order ;  holds  six  or  eight  of  Malloeh's 
tin  boxes,  with  contents  named  as  on  the  backs  of 
books.  Dimensions,  about  one  foot  high ;  door 
opens  and  shows  tin  boxes  inside  to  fit  shelves ; 
cost,  £4  odd,  including  Malloeh's  set  of  boxe?,  each 
box  filled  with  transparent  pockets  or  flapped  cases. 
Stands  on  mantelpiece  of  bedroom,  or  can  be  carried 
in  toto  in  bag  on  a  boat.  Specification  with  Mr. 
Malloch.  Mention  my  name.  I  don't  know  if  he 
keeps  them  in  stock  or  only  supplies  to  order.  Mine 
is  perfectly  satisfactory. — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Habvie-Bbown. 


CABINET  FOR  SALMON  FLIES. 

Deab  Sib, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  17 
there  is  an  inquiry  for  a  cabinet  for  salmon  flies. 
We  make  all  kinds ;  the  smallest  size  has  three 
drawers,  and  wUl  hold  rather  more  than  asked  for. 
We,  being  wholesale  manufacturers,  do  not  supply 
direct,  but  we  shall  be  pleased  to  supply  through 
any  fishing  tackle  dealer. — Yours  truly, 

R.  Wheatley  and  Son. 


FISHING  IN  CORPORATION  RESERVOIRS. 

Deab  Sib,  —  Two  paragraphs  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  dealing  with  fishing  in  corporation  reser- 
voirs, remind  me  that  I  have  been  trying  to  get 
together  a  list  of  those  municipalities  which  allow 
fishing  in  their  reservoirs  of  drinking  water.  If 
any  of  your  readers  who  fish  these  semi-privato 
waters  would  drop  me  a  line  I  should  be  obliged. 
What  I  want  is  information  on  these  points:  Name 
of  town,  whether  water  is  used  for  drinking  pur- 
poses, the  kinds  of  fish  contained,  if  bait  fishing  is 
6illowed  or  only  fly,  and  the  charge  (if  any)  for 
angling.  When  my  list  is  complete  I  shoiild  bo 
happy  to  publish  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  if  the 
editor  would  care  to  give  it  space. — Yours  truly. 

Standard  Office,  Lancaster.  E.  Phillips. 

[I  shall  be  pleased  to  publish  such  a  list  when 
Mr.  Phillips  has  it  completed. — Ed.] 

WHAT  IS  THE  RECORD  WEIGHT  OF 
ROACH  TAKEN  IN  THREE  HOURS  ? 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Pearson,  I  write  to 
say  that  the  takes  of  roach  taken  in  our  Association 
contests  have  always  been  small  owing  to  the 
shyness  of  the  fish  and  the  large  number  of  people 
perambulating  the  banks  of  the  river.  Mr.  W. 
Horne,  some  eleven  years  ago  in  our  big  contest  at 
Pershore,  caught  close  upon  71b.  of  roach,  and 
secured  the  first  prize.  At  the  late  contest  on 
Sept.  11,  1904,  a  roach  of  21b.  l^oz.  was  taken  at 
Abingdon,  and  the  angler  secured  fourth  prize. 
The  winner's  weight  of  fish  was  31b.  4oz.  (see  my 
"Notes  from  Birmingham"  of  Sept.  17). — Yours 
truly,  C.  White. 

Crown  Hotel, 

Snow  Hill,  Birmingham. 


THE  WIMBLEDON  LAKE  PIKE. 

Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  "  T.  C.  P.,"  who  inquired 
how  my  191b.  lOoz.  pike  was  captured,  I  may  say 
that  it  was  taken  with  a  live  dace,  single  hook, 
paternostering. — Yours  truly,     Chables  Gbass. 


WHEN  DO  CARP  STOP  FEEDING  T 
Deab  Sib, — Could  some  experienced  carp  angler 
tell  me  when  carp  begin  to  take  their  winter's  mud 
bath  ?  Some  people  say  that  "it  is  no  use  fishing 
for  carp  after  the  end  of  October,"  others  say  "if 
the  weather  remains  mild  you  can  catch  carp  up  to 
Xmas."  An  enthusiastic  angler,  even  when  in 
"frocks,"  I  have  only  just  begun  to  cultivate  this 
branch  of  the  gentle  craft,  and  it  makes  me  feel 
inclined  to  tear  out  my  scanty  locks  to  think  what 
I  have  missed. — Youxs  truly.  Luce. 

{Several  Idtert  are  unavoidably  held  overi) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Past  Season  on  Loch  Lomond. 

Mr.  Henry  Lamond,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Loch  Lomond 
Angling  Improvement  Association,  kindly  sends 
me  the  following  reply  to  an  inquiry  I  sent  him  as 
to  the  sport  on  Loch  Lomond : — 

•  "  163,  West  George-street, 

•'Glasgow,  Sept.  23,  1904. 
"  Dear  Sir, — It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  estimate 
what  sport  is  going  on  Loch  Lomond,  as  there  is 
no  means  of  tracing  the  fish  taken  from  it.  To 
give  us  some  data  I  am  impressing  upon  all 
boat-hirers  the  value  of  keeping  records  of  their 
customers'  catches,  and  I  give  them  special  forms 
to  fill  up  and  send  to  me  for  publication  in  the 
Glasgow  Herald  and  Scotsman,  and  this  they  do 
pretty  regularly.  Judging  from  these  this  season 
has  not  been  so  prolific  for  any  of  the  sporting  fish 
£Ui  last  year.  The  fish,  as  we  learned  from  our  nets 
on  the  Clyde,  were  about  three  weeks  late  in 
running,  and  were  few  in  number  when  they  did 
come,  an  experience  which  seems  general  among 
all  the  salmon  fisheries.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
grilse  sea-trout — or  '  blacknebs.'  as  we  call  them 
— have  been  running  up  steadily  and  in  shoals, 
but  some  weeks  later  than  usual.  Owing  to  a 
succession  of  spates  the  sea-trout  left  the  loch 
early  for  the  spawning  streams,  which  still  further 
depleted  the  loch  of  fi.sh,  and,  over  and  above  all, 
there  haa  been  practically  no  real  fishing  weather 
this  summer.  I  spent  a  full  month  at  Luss — Aug.  15 
to  Sept.  15 — fishing  daily,  and  I  only  had  three 
days  of  steady  wind,  and  these  from  diEFerent  points 
of  the  compass — the  general  rule  was  dead  calms, 
catspaws  from  all  airts,  and  headachy  heat.  Fish 
would  not  rise  at  all,  or  rise  and  refuse  the  hook. 
Baskets  were  therefore  light,  but  all  boats  reported 
having  risen  fish  in  every  quarter.  On  one  evening 
with  a  setting  sun  I  rose  three  salmon  and  a  big 
sea-trout  in  •  ten  minutes.  Only  one  of  the  fish 
hooked,  and  I  lost  him.  Another  day  a  friend 
hooked  and  ran  four  grilse,  but  only  landed  one. 
Another  friend  rose  forty-one  sea-trout  over  the 
day  and  landed  four,  and  he  haa  some  thirty  years', 
experience  of  the  loch !  These  are  samples  of  what 
bappeiia  daily  this  seaaonj   The  point  is^  Do  the  fish 


see  too  distinctly,  or  do  they  not  see  distinctly 
enough  ?  I  think  the  former,  as  many  obviously 
'began  to  go  down  before  they  had  finished 
coming  up,'  and  some  would  make  a  full  rise  with 
a  closed  mouth. 

"  One  meets  many  pleasant  English  sportsmen  on 
the  loch,  and  I  daresay  if  the  loch  were  '  pushed  ' 
in  the  English  papers  many  more  would  come. 
Those  who  do  come  have  a  trick  of  coming  again, 
but  it  is  not  certain  that  it  is  the  sport  alone  that 
attracts.  I  fancy  there  is  a  charm  about  Loch 
Lomond  which  many  people  find  irresistible. 'i 

If  Mr.  Lamond  will  send  me  a  report  when  good 
sport  has  been  had  I  shall  be  glad  to  publish  it. 

The  late  Rev.  H.  S.  Marriott. 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  especially 
among  those  who  fish  in  Norway,  will  regret  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  that  ardent  fisherman,  the  Rev.  H.  S. 
Marriott.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Marriott  contributed 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette  a.^  "Thymallus'i  some  very 
pleasant  articles.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  pubUsh 
some  notes  about  him  as  an  angler. 

An  Artificial  Fly  put  Out  of  Action. 

When  trout  fishing  not  long  since  I  had  a  curious 
experience,  not  unique,  for  few  can  be  that,  but 
tantalising.  It  was  the  last  half  hour  and  the 
light  was  waning,  so  I  put  on  a  Silver  Sedge  and 
cast  over  three  good  trout  and  rose  them  all  well. 
After  missing  three  determined  rises,  I  thought  I 
ought  to  see  if  the  hook  was  all  right.  The  hook 
was  all  right,  but  the  fly  was  upside  down  on  the 


cast,  and  if  the  trout  had  swallowed  it  it  could  not 
have  hooked  them.  In  addition  to  being  secured 
at  the  eye,  the  barb  end  of  the  hook  was  held 
securely  in  a  knot  on  the  gut,  as  indicated  in  my 
rough  sketch.  I  have  had  this  happen  before,  but 
hardly  once  in  ten  years.  As  not  one  of  the  fish 
was  under  21b. — I  could  see  them  all  plainly  before 
I  cast  over  them— it  was  annoying,  although  I 
could  not  help  congratulating  those  trout. 

The  late  Sir  Thomas  Brady. 

All  who  knew  him  will  regret  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  that  very  pleasant  gentleman.  Sir  Thomas 
Brady.  I  met  him  in  connection  with  Fisheries 
Exhibitions,  and  have  corresponded  with  him  for 
many  years  on  fishing  subjects.  He  was  always 
most  courteous  in  giving  information.  There  was 
a  nice  notice  of  him  in  the  Daily  News  sent  by  their 
Dublin  correspondent,  from  which  I  take  the  fol- 
lowing extracts : — 

"The  death  is  announced  of  Sir  Thomas  Brady, 
the  '  Irish  fisherman's  friend,'  as  he  has  been  called. 
Bom  in  1824,  and  educated  at  Trinity  College,  he 
entered  the  Board  of  Works  in  1846.  In  1860 
he  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Irish  Fisheries,  a 
position  he  held  until  1891,  when  he  retired  from 
the  public  service.  Shortly  before  his  retirement 
what  is  known  as  the  ''64  rule'  came  into  force, 
and  he  was  the  first  official  upon  whom  it  was 
brought  to  bear.  He  did  not  take  kindly  to  its 
operation,  and  the  result  was  that  ho  contested 
its  efficacy  in  I  a  notable  action,  which  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  Rolls  Court  for  several  days.  He 
worked  with  energy  in  Ireland  for  the  Shipwrecked 
Fishermen  and  Mariners'  Society,  the  Royal  Humane 
Society,  and  the  National  Lifeboat  Institution ; 
while  he  also  found  time  to  look  after  animal  life, 
and  wa^  for  a  long  period  prior  to  his  death  hon. 
secretary  to  the  Dublin  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Oruelty  to  Animals.  He  was  a  Commissioner  of 
Piers  and  Harbours  in  Ireland,  and  in  1868  was  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sea  and 
Oyster  Fisheries,  while  he  served  on  the  Commission 
on  TrawUng  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1884.;  In 
1886  the  late  Queen  Victoria  conferred  on  him  the 
order  of  knighthood,'} 


Salmon  Culture  on  the  Eden. 

With  regret,  if  not  with  surprise,  I  see  that  Mr. 
W.  Farrer  is  giving  up  the  management  of  the 
River  Eden  Salmon  Hatchery,  to  which  since  1900 
he  has  given  so  much  time  and  attention,  and 
on  wliich  he  has  spent  so  much  money — over 
seven  hundred  pounds  out  of  his  own  pocket. 
The  reasons  Mr.  Farrer  gives  are  that  change  of 
residence  and  private  engagements  preclude  his 
looking  after  the  hatchery,  and  he  suggests  that 
the  River  Eden  Conservancy  Board  should  take 
over  the  work,  and  as  most  of  the  subscribers  are 
members  of  the  Board  "  they  would  still  retain  a 
voice  in  the  management  of  the  hatchery.''  Mr. 
Farrer  promises  to  continue  his  annual  subscription 
of  £20.    Although  the  subscriptions  are  still  not 
sufficient  to  cover  expenses,  it  would  be  a  great 
pity  if  what  appears  to  be  such  a  well-appointed 
hatchery  should  be  shut  up,  as  it  could  doubtless 
with  the  rearing  ponds  be  very  advantageously 
used  for  trout  culture  if  it  was  found  undesirable 
to  go  on  with  the  attempt  to  cultivate  salmon.  I 
say  salmon  because  from  some  360,000  salmon  eggs 
over  90,000  "yearUng  salmon '2— that  is,  samlets- 
were  reared  and  placed  in  the  river.  Unfortunately, 
no  proof  is  given  as  to  the  return  to  the  river 
of  one  of  these  fish  as  a  mature  salmon.-    In  his 
previous  report  for  the  two  years  ending  June  30, 
1903,  Mr.  Farrer  said  that  during  the  spring  of  1903 
an  unusual  number  of  small  salmon  between  6lb. 
and  8lb.  had  been  caught,  "  a  result  which  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
young  fish— that  is,  yearlings — turned  out  in  May, 
1902.''    In  his  third  report  (for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1904)  Mr.  Farrer  says  nothing  about 
results  in  the  shape  of  salmon  which  had  returned 
as  a  result  of  turning  in  the  yearlings.    If  it  could 
have  been  conclusively  proved  that  of  the  nearly 
60,000  "  yearling  salmon  -'  only  one  fish  came  back 
as  a  grilse  or  salmon  of  some  pounds  in  weight,  it 
would  have  been  something — it  would  have  been 
a  great  thing.    Until  salmon  yearlings  artificially 
cultivated  are  marked  when  released,  so  that  they 
can  be  identified  if  they  return  as  salmon,  I  fear 
such  experiments  as  that  which  Mr.  Farrer  has  so 
pluckily  carried  on  on  the  Eden  will  only  tend  to 
confirm  the  opinions  of  those  who  hold  that  the 
attempts  to  increase  our  stock  of  salmon — at  any 
rate,  of  Salmo  solar — by  artificial  means  are  a 
waste  of  time  and  money,  and  also  of  salmon  eggs. 
Including  those  taken  and  hatched  this  year  oyer 
900,000  salmon  eggs  have  been  taken  from  wild 
fish  for  the  Eden  Hatchery.    In  addition  to  the 
salmon,  some  thousands  of  trout  yearlings  have 
been  placed  in  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association's 
waters,  they  having  subscribed  money  for  this 
purpose. 

Nothing  would  have  pleased  me  more  than  to 
chronicle  a  decided  success  for  Eden  salmon 
culture,  but  because  in  an  abnormally  good  salmon 
year  like  1903  more  salmon  were  seen  in  the  Eden 
that  is  not  evidence  that  they  were  put  in  by  man. 


"Marston's  Fancy"  Trout  and  Grayhng  Fly. 

Many  years  ago  I  concocted  a  fly  which  was  called 
"Marston's  Fancy.'l  My  idea  was  to  combine 
the  good  points  of  some  of  my  favourite  standard 
patterns.  I  found  that  it  was  a  very  useful  general 
fly  at  any  time  for  trout  and  grayling,  especially 
when  there  was  any  darkish  Dun  on  the  water.  _  I 
have  often  seen  what  were  supposed  to  be  copies 
of  it  which  I  could  not  recognise,  but  the  other 
day  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland,  sent 
me  one  which  was  first  rate.  He  reminded  me 
I  had  some  years  ago  sent  him  the  pattern. 
Although  avowedly  a  copy  of  standard  patterns, 
it  is  when  correctly  made  quite  a  distinct  fly,  and 
can  be  picked  out  of  any  number.  Mr.  Cummins 
dresses  it  on  the  hook  I  prefer  for  small  trout 
flies,  namely,  a  blue  sneck  with  tumed-up  eye, 
and  the  most  generally  useful  size  is  No.  1.  Mr. 
Cummins  I  see  uses  a  natural  undyed  wing  and 
hackle,  which  is  far  better  than  the  dyed  material 
so  often  used.  It  floats  perfectly  when  oiled  with 
Farlow's  odourless  paraffin,  and  on  a  windy  day  I 
have  often  watched  it  coming  down  by  a  bit  of 
sedge  or  at  some  corner  where  I  knew  there  ought  to 
be  a  fish,  and  seen  a  black  neb  gently  break  the 
surface  and  then  make  that  delightful  "  splurge  " 
which  a  hooked  fish  makes.  I  find  Mr.  Halford's 
plan  of  oiling  your  flies  perhaps  a  day  or  more 
before  you  use  them  answers  admirably,  m  the 
water  does  not  have  so  much  effect  in  washing  out 
the  oil  if  it  is  almost  dried  in  as  it  were,- 
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Angling  in  "C.  B.  Fry's  Magazine." 

There  is  a  very  clever  portrait  in  colour  of  Sir 
Edward  Grey  in  the  October  number  of  Mr.  C.  B. 
Fry's  capital  magazine,  also  a  pleasant  little  article 
by  that  good  angler  and  sportsman  Mr.  Alfred 
Burden,  our  old  contributor.  Sir  Edward  Grey  is 
also  represented  as  fishing,  and  so  thin  that  he 
might  almost  use  himself  as  a  bait.  I  wonder  if 
the  following  story  is  true,  or  another  angler's  yarn. 
The  article  on  Sir  Edward  commences  thus: — 

"  If  there  is  one  man  in  the  House  of  Commons 
who  might  be  cited  as  a  horrible  example  of  what 
injury  sport  can  do  to  the  soul  it  is  Sir  Edward  Grey. 

"  '  Why  shouldn't  he  look  for  the  leadership  ?  '- 
asked  Mr.  Gladstone  on  one  occasion,  speaking  of 
the  then  youthful  baronet.  It  was  explained  that 
Sir  Edward  thought  more  of  fly  fishing  than  politics. 
Then  did  the  Grand  Old  Man  flame  up,  and  his 
voice  shook  with  indignation  :  '  The  idea  of  a  man 
sacrificing  his  chances  of  a  great  career  for  so  con- 
temptible a  pursuit  as  this  dry-fly  fishing ! ' 

"  But  Mr.  Gladstone  occasionally  misjudged  both 
men  and  things.  In  this  case  he  misjudged  Sir 
Edward  Grey  and  he  misjudged  fly  fishing.  First 
of  all,  fly  fishing  is  not  contemptible,  and.  secondly, 
yir  Edward  Grey  sacrifices  nothing  for  it.  He  is 
not  a  fisherman  who  goes  out  to  slay,  but  a  lover 
of  Nature  who  goes  out  to  get  into  communion  with 
some  of  her  mysteries.  The  rewards  of  politics 
appear  to  him  as  dust  in  the  balance  compared 
with  the  satisfaction  of  soul  and  the  peace  of  mind 
which  Nature  gives  to  all  who  love  her.'i 

Mr.  Gladstone  was  a  sportsman,  and  at  one  time 
did  a  good  deal  of  shooting,  and  I  hope  that  some 
mistake  has  been  made  in  attributing  to  him  such 
a  slander  on  our  art,  which  doubtless  will  get 
quoted  like  the  libel  Dr.  Johnson  never  uttered. 

The  Boys  go  Fishing. 

Mi-8.  Cobbold,  whose  husband  sends  me  notes 
about  the  sea  fishing  at  Ramsgate  when  there  is 
any  sport  to  record,  sends  me  this  bit  about  two 
lively  young  anglers  of  Ramsgate. 

'^Yesterday  (Sept.  26)  Mr.  Stock,  aged  76,  took 
out  in  his  boat  for  a  day'a  fishing  Mr.  Ward, 
aged  90,  who  got  some  three  or  four  score  whiting, 
etc.,  but  chaffed  his  boatman,  calhng  him  'an  old 
man,'  and  'not  able  to  catch  fish.'  Mr.  Stock  has 
been  rowing  about  like  a  young  man  all  the 
summer.'^ 

Sea  anglers  who  think  of  going  to  Ramsgate 
and  require  rooms,  should  write  for  particulars  to 
Mrs.  Gobbold,  6,  Liverpool-lawn,  Ramsgate.  I 
beUeve  Mrs.  C.  is  a  very  good  cook,  and  am  sure 
her  husband  will  be  glad  to  give  information  about 
the  sea  and  fresh-water  fishing.  Good  takes  of 
sea  fish  are  now  being  had  at  Ramsgate. 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  know 
our  old  correspondent,  Mr.  F.  Gosden,  of  Reading, 
will  feel  great  sympathy  for  him  in  the  loss  he  has 
sustained  in  the  almost  sudden  death  of  his  wife, 
"the  partner  of  my  life  for  fifty  years,'-  as  he 
says.  Mrs.  Gosden  was  greatly  respected,  and  by 
the  poor  was  loved  for  her  kindiiess. 

Sea  Leads — Sport  in  Southampton  Water. 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Messrs.  Cox  &  McPherson, 
62,  High-street,  Southampton,  writes:  "We  have 
for  years  attached  swivels  to  our  mackerel  towing 
leads  as  per  sketch  (this  shows  a  boat-shaped  lead 
with  a  swivel  at  each  end).  We  also  now  attach 
swivels  to  our  patent  sea  lead."-  Messrs.  Cox  & 
McPherson's  sea  lead  is  a  very  good  one — I  noticed 
it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  years  ago.  It  is  hke 
a  torpedo  in  shape,  made  in  sections  with  a  wire 
running  through  the  centre,  so  that  you  can  use 
the  whole  weight  or  just  as  much  as  you  want; 
the  addition  of  the  swivel  to  the  screw  cap  at  the 
top  is  an  improvement.  Mr.  McPherson  tells  me 
that  "  hundredweights  of  whiting  and  pout  are 
being  taken  at  present  in  Southampton  Water.  Fine 
whiting  and  plenty  of  pout  of  15  inches ;  three  of  us 
had  fifteen  dozen  last  Wednesday.'!  Sea  anglers 
should  make  a  note  of  this.  It  looks  as  if  it  would 
be  an  unusually  good  whiting  season  generally. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


A  PIKE,  caught  in  a  lake  near  Heilbronn  in  1497, 
showed  by  a  brass  ring  attached  to  it  that  it  had 
b«en  placed  in  the  lake  in  1230. 
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THE  TWEED  COMMISSIONEES' 
EEPOET— 1903-4. 


SOME  CRITICISMS  AND  SUGGESTIONS. 


It  is  always  interesting,  and  in  some  cases 
instructive,  to  con  over  the  figures  given  in  the 
Tweed  Reports. 

Two  things  strike  me  most  prominently.  The 
first  is  the  vast  amount  of  illegal  fishing  conducted 
outside  and  on  the  river  itself.  It  is  true  many  of 
these  nets  are  seized  by  the  Osprey — 1901-2,  312; 
1902-3,  436;  1903-4,  278!  How  many  escape? 
The  next  thing  which  strikes  the  "  astonished  out- 
sider"— like  myself — is  the  recurrence,  year  after 
year,  again  and  again,  of  disease.  And  the  report 
sayeth: — "The  increase  in  the  disease  is  almost 
certainly  due,  on  this  occasion,  to  the  unusually 
large  number  of  fish  in  the  river";  and  again: 
"  The  salmon  disease  made  no  serious  headway  till 
very  late  in  the  season,'"-  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  (italics  are 
mine); 

Do  these  facts  not  strike  one  as  significant  of 
deterioration  in  quahty,  if  not  in  quantity  ? 

Presumably  the  illegal  netting  ofi  the  river  mouth 
is  illegal  within  the  legal  time,  and  may  or  may 
not  include  cases  of  netting  "  out  oj  season."  If 
also  419  poachers  were  summoned,  the  natural 
question  presents  itself — first,  how  many  more 
escaped  ?  and  second,  how  many  fish  killed  by 
illegal  means  do  these  figures  represent  ? 

Also,  if  3648  dead  and  dying  fish  were  taken  out 
and  burned  in  1902-:<,  and  5086  between  November, 
1903,  and  May,  1904,  and  this  increase  of  disease 
be  accounted  for  by  there  "  being  such  an  unusually 
large  number  of  fish  in  the  river,"  how  does  it  come 
to  pass  that,  as  the  report  says,  the  great  run  of 
salmon  last  autumn  was  not  in  evidence — 'did  not 
commence '-  — till  October,  and  if  this  was  so — as  it 
was — some  change  is  necessary  to  encourage 
earlier  running  fish" ! 

May  it  be  suggested  by  an  "astonished  outsider 
that  a  reverse  j)olici/  be  tried  if  it  be  desired  to 
encourage  earher  running  fish  ?  Instead  of  killing 
all  the  early  spring  fish  by  opening  the  net  fishing 
(as  allowed  by  the  present  Act!)  kill  some  more  of 
the  older  fish  and  bull-trout,  and  fish  which  are 
past  their  prime.  This  is  the  policy  pursued  in 
the  best  conducted  deer  forests  where  stags  are 
preserved  when  at  their  fittest  period  of  life,  whilst 
poor  or  diseased  or  older  animals  are  killed,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  hinds  sacrificed  for  the 
benefit  of  both  the  forest  and  the  people!  Pre- 
sumably— if,  indeed,  not  proven — the  best  stags  to 
breed  from  are  "  royals."-  Yet  in  forests  leased 
by  the  year,  and  for  one  year  only  to,  the  same 
tenant,  all  the  best  stags  are  sought  out  and  killed 
instead  of  being  saved.  Thus  it  is  that  the  Duke 
of  Portland  only  allows  two  royals  to  be  killed 
each  season,  but  older  stags  and  younger  stags 
may  be  shot  by  his  guests.  Thus  also  are  the 
best  forests  conducted.  May  it  also  be  suggested, 
a  similar  policy  should  be  followed  on  a  grouse 
moor,  and  old  worthless  cocks  killed  as  absolute 
vermin  ?  How  best  to  do  so  is,  I  think,  well-known 
to  sportsmen  without  requiring  insistence  here, 
though  utterly  unknown  (or  utterly  neglected)  over 
large  areas  of  the  North  and  West  of  Scotland, 
where,  however,  disease — grouse  disease — is  not  so 
common  as  on  our  crowded  Yorkshire  or  Central 
Scottish  moors. 

Now,  if  these  natural  facts  occur  in  the  case  of 
deer  and  grouse  (and  many  other  species,  even  our 
own  human  race  if  it  be  desired  to  go  into  medical 
statistics  and  heredity,  etc.),  why  should  similar 
facts  not  occur  amongst  our  Salmonidce — and 
most  particularly  amongst  our  migratory,  true 
migratory,  Salmonida;—(siS  I  am  convinced  they 
do,  judging  from  analogy,  from  parallel  facts,  and 
actual  observations  of  the  life,  at  least,  of  one 
well-experimented-upon  species — Salmo  levenensis. ) 

The  ages  of  fish  may  not  be  accurately  ascer- 
tained in  all  cases ;  but  the  ages  of  the  growth  of 
certain  fish  are.  It  may  be  dangerous  to  quote 
"fish  in  confinement''  or  "under  artificial  con- 
ditions,"- as  giving  proof  of  ages  of  growth  of  the 
same  in  a  "  perfect  state  of  nature.'^  But  we 
surely  may  be  allowed  to  relish  these  fish-facts 
with  a  modicum  of  salt,  and  not  act  in  absolute 
antagonism  to  what  is  known  I 

In  fact  and  in  truth,  are  the  methods  now  in 
practice,  along  with  the  legislation,  for  Tweed,  as 
well  as  for  many  other  rivers — are  these  methods 
and  legislation  not  killing  ofi  the  early  running 


October  1,  1904 


breed,  and  harbouring  the  aged,  the  coarser,  the 
diseased,  and  the  "looser-scaled  and  more  silvery  ('i) 
old  late  runners,  which  are  mentioned  in  the  report 
thus: — "Wherever  they  came  from  they  were 
welcome,  as  they  afforded  some  sport  to  the  rod- 
fishers,  and  the  bulk  of  them  spawned  in  the  river, 
and  thus  did  something  to  increase  the  stock  of 
Tweed  salmon."-  Are  we  to  accept  such  statements 
as  ascertained  and  to  be  absolutely  true  ?  Is  there 
any  naturalist  on  the  Tweed  Board  who  can  posi- 
tively affirm  that  all  or  any  of  these  late  running 
fish  are  not  quite  a  different  invasion,  of  another 
indifferent  fish — as  indeed  is  also  suggested  in  the 
chairman's  remarks  ?  If  that  turn  out  to  be  actu- 
ally the  case,  then  how  can  it  be  right  to  welcome 
such  a  change  (as  appears,  indeed,  to  have  been 
already  done  as  regards  bull-trout  on  the  Coquet!). 
I  would  ask  the  serious  question :  By  the  treat- 
ment of  our  great  stream  are  we  not  killing  off  the 
true  native  salmon  of  the  river,  and  allowing  an 
inferior  or  different  breed  (or  even  "  species  " )  to 
usurp  all  the  best  spawning  grounds  ? 

Verily,  it  seems  so  to  me.  I  will  gladly  be 
assured  of  the  contrary,  meantime  I  feel  only 
somewhat  of  an    astonished  outsider.'! 

I  may  add  that  a  somewhat  curious  similarity 
in  cause  and  effect  is  now  developing  on  the  River 
Forth.  Grilse  were  formerly — not  so  many  years 
ago,  too — known  to  run  in  the  end  of  June  and 
July,  but  this  year  it  is  widely  remarked  upon  that 
grilse  only  ran  in  force  by  mid-September.  This 
is  well  ascertained  at  the  date  I  write. 

Tell  us,  are  these  grilse  the  result  of  spring-run 
parents,  or  are  they  the  result  of  late-running  and 
gradually  deteriorated  parentages  ? 

J.  A.  Hakvie  Browx., 


ADVEKTISEMENT,  SEPT.  17,  200^ 

Owing  to  the  highly-developed  eyesight  of  trou^ 
we  have  made  it  a  point  to  supply  onl^  goods  which 
will  render  the  angler  and  his  tackle  mvisible. 

Khaki  Complexion  Wash  for  the  hands  and  face, 
guaranteed  pure  and  free  from  acid,  3d.  per  quai  i 
bottle.  This  should  form  part  of  every  angler's  kit. 
Mixed  with  river  or  lake  water  it  closely  resemble.-i 
Scotch  whisky  in  taste  and  effect,  and  makes  an 
excellent  keeper's  or  ghilhe's  drink. 

Our  Patent  Vibrating  Transparent  Natural  Flv 
Rod.  Length,  20ft.,  5s.  ;  25ft.,  6s.,  and  Is.  foV 
every  additional  5ft. 

Invisible  Lines  in  either  translucent  or  transparent 
shades  ;  50  yards,  2s.  6d.  At  the  recent  test  at  the 
Crystal  Palace,  Old  City  of  London,  these  lineS; 
floated  for  over  an  hour  without  absorbing  the 
slightest  damp. 

Strengthened  Cobwebs  from  the  choicest  spiders. 
The  pedigree  of  our  breed  of  spiders  is  already  well 
known,  as  well  as  the  numbers  of  prizes  gained  by 
them  at  the  recent  agricultural  and  dog  shows. 
Choicest  Strengthened  Gossamer  Cobwebs,  6ft.  long. 
Is.  Boys'  quality,  cheap  and  durable,  suitable  for 
stickleback  fishing,  3ft.  long,  3d. 

^  Fly  Department. 

Our  Natural  Fly  Farm  is  a  special  feature  of  our 
business,  and  we  claim  that  it  is  replete  with  every 
convenience  and  requirement  for  the  breeding  of 
liye  flies  for  the  sportsman.  Anglers  should  be 
careful  to  state  when  ordering  the  district  for  which 
they  require  the  flies.  Blue  Dun  and  Red  Spinner 
wUl  be  scarce  this  year  owing  to  some  ^ens  of  those 
insects  having  proved  unproductive.  Price-fist  on 
apphcation. 

Hooks. 

Our  newest  Patent  Glass  Wire  Hooks,  all  sizes, 
from  6d.  per  dozen.  Customers  are  requested  to 
send  the  exact  shade  of  the  water  when  ordering,  so 
as  to  secure  a  perfect  match.  We  have  every  con- 
ceivable shade  in  stock,  including  Spatey  Yellow, 
Rainy  Brown,  Sunny  Blue,  and  Weedy  Green. 

All  books  on  angling  kept  in  stock.  A  few  copies 
of  the  following  are  still  unsold :— "  Walton  and 
Some  Ear/mr  People,"-  "Chats  with  Angliars," ■ 
"  The  Perfect  Prevaricator,".  "  Tho  Fisherman's 
Guide  to  Truth,'!  etc.  _  Li  B^i 
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THE  BACK-END  SEASON. 


Is  a  week  or  two  the  first  of  the  back-end 
rivers  will  be  closed  down,  others  will  follow  in 
quick  succession,  and  the  season  will  be  over  in  a 
trice,  and  practically  nothing  done.  Seldom  has 
September  been  so  full  of  sunshine,  seldom  have 
the  rivers  and  streams  been  so  low.  Anglers  are 
grumbling  on  every  hand.  True,  the  agriculturist 
]S  rejoicing ;  but  even  he  would  be  glad  of  a  shower, 
and  his  root-crops  none  the  worse  for  a  good 
swilUng  before  the  winter  frosts  set  in.  Fish  there 
are  in  plenty  in  the  lower  waters,  but,  as  an  old 
angler  puts  it,  "they  will  look  at  nothing."  Only 
the  night  fishers  and  those  using  the  "garden  fly  " 
(worm)  are  making  any  headway,  and  these  are 
chiefly  grilse,  sea-trout,  and  finnock  anglers  of  the 
minor  order. 

The  Tay  closes  down  on  Oct.  15,  so  does  the 
Spey.  The  bulk  of  the  Scotch  waters  close  down 
on  Oct.  31,  some  eighty  odd  streams,  the  Solway 
streams  a  fortnight  later,  and  the  mighty  Tweed 
on  Nov.  1. 

On  the  Dee  a  good  few  fish  have  been  got;  The 
Duchess  of  Fife  has  had  a  remarkably  good  season 
on  her  Mar  Lodge  water — chiefly  with  summer  fish, 
with  which  her  pools  are  literally  teeming.  On  the 
Balmoral  Royal  waters  the  King's  guests  and 
Court  officials  are  getting  one  and  two  daily— all 
red  fish — game,  but,  of  course,  not  of  the  autumn 
migration  proper. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  has  been  dividing  his  time 
between  the  grouse  and  the  salmon,  and  last  week 
he  had  two  nice  fish  in  the  Fir- pot.  The  King 
returned  to  Balmoral  on  Monday  evening  after 
a  week  s  shooting,  motoring,  and  yachting  at 
Glengarry  with  I^ord  and  Lady  Burton  and  party. 
Since  then  he  has  been  chiefly  engaged  deer- 
stalking, and  this  will  now  be  the  order  of  the 
day  till  the  end  of  his  season,  a  fortnight  hence. 
On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  waters  a  fish  of  191b. 
was  got  on  Sept.  24,  fresh  up  from  the  sea ;  but 
further  inland  they  are  few  and  far  between,  and 
mostly  red  or  potted — fish  that  have  been  in  the 
fresh  water  for  weeks  or  probably  months.  On 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee  six  fish  were  killed  on 
the  Culter  water  last  week  (heaviest  26lb.),  four  on 
Kincaussie.  and  a  beauty  of  281b.  by  an  angler  on 
the  lower  tidal  looking  for  finnock  or  whitling. 
He  (ilr.  R.  Clark,  Banchory,  Devenick)  saw  it  rise, 
and  putting  up  a  strong  cast  and  goodly  s  zed 
Gordon  later  on  in  the  day  was  lucky  in  getting 
a  hold  and  landing  one  of  the  finest  fish  he  has 
even  seen,  and  he  has  seen  not  a  few  in  his  day, 
for  professionally  he  is  a  salmon  tacksman. 

On  the  Don  a  few  fish  have  been  got  on  the 
Countess  of  Suffolk's  water,  the  Woodside,  and 
other  lower  sections,  but  little  or  nothing  above. 
The  Deveron  is  a  blank  as  yet  for  the  want  of 
water,  but  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
party  have  had  considerable  success  on  the  Spey. 

With  a  rise  in  the  rivers  all  will  be  well  for 
October,  but  a  good  fill  will  be  needed  to  make 
matters  hum.  In  any  case,  the  back-end  will  be  a 
short  one ;  whether  it  be  a  sweet  one  depends  on 
the  raias  and  how  soon  they  come.  G.  IL 


A  DAY  ON  THE  TAMAK. 


Well  known  in  the  West  Country  is  this  fine 
trout  river,  dividing  as  it  does  the  two  counties  of 
Devon  and  Cornwall,  and  lucky  is  he  who  can  get 
a  day's  fishing  on  some  of  its  closely  preserved 
stretches. 

Probably  there  is  no  better  stocked  stream  in 
the  country  than  the  Endsleigh  Fishery,  the 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who,  however, 
reserves  it  almost  exclusively,  and  permission  to 
fish  is  next  door  to  impossible  to  obtain,  except 
below  Horsebridge;  In  the  late  duke's  time  it  was 
possible  to  get  leave  occasionally,  and  I  have  vivid 
recollections  of  red-letter  days  there,  which  would 
have  satisfied  even  the  most  exacting  of  the  great 
army  of  fishermen  existent  in  the  country  to-day. 

It  was  in  last  July  that  I  received  an  invitation 
to  fish  on  a  portion  of  the  river  adjoining  the 
Endsleigh  estate,  and  it  was  with  pleasurable  anti- 
cipation that  I  left  Plymouth  by  an  early  train 
towards  the  end  of  that  month,  and  reached 
Launceaton  about  9..30  a.m.,  where  I  foimd  my 
friend  awaiting  me  with  a  pony  and  trap,  which 
was  to  take  us  to  our  fishing  ground  six  miles  away. 
On  my  way  the  train  had  crossed  the  Tamar,  which 
I  saw  was  very  low  and  clear,  and  as  the  sun  was 


very  hot  and  the  wind  downstream — that  is,  north- 
east— the  chances  of  sport  did  not  seem  so  promis- 
ing as  they  were  on  leaving  the  metropolis  of  the 
west ;  but  then  there  was  the  certainty  of  a 
delightful  day  in  the  country,  in  the  midst  of 
charming  scenery,  to  compensate  one  for  any  lack 
of  success.' 

My  friend  D.,  unfortunately;  had  caught  a  chill, 
and  ought  to  have  remained  indoors ;  but  his  sense 
of  hospitality  would  not  allow  him  to  send  me  out 
alone,  and  he  insisted  on  accompanying  me  in 
spite  of  his  evident  indispositionj 

A  drive  of  a  little  over  an  hour  brought  us  to  a 
magnificent  bridge  spanning  the  river,  and  here  we 
left  the  main  road  and  followed  a  lane  which  shortly 
brought  us  to  our  destination,  a  farmhouse  within 
a  stone's  throw  of  the  river.  Here  we  put  up  the 
trap  and  donned  our  waders,  without  which  the 
river  cannot  be  properly  fished,  and  a  walk  down 
two  or  three  meadows  and  a  field  of  standing  corn, 
which  we  carefully  skirted,  brought  us  to  the  limit 
of  our  rights,  which  existed  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  stream  only,  and  which  extended  for  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  upwards.  The  river,  how- 
ever, is  fairly  broad,  and  a  hundred  yards  of  water 
takes  a  considerable  time  to  fish.  My  friend  D. 
was  now  feeling  so  unwell  that  he  announced  his 
intention  of  watching  me  instead  of  fishing  himself. 
It  is  not  easy  to  hit  upon  the  right  fly  to  use  at  the 
end  of  July,  but  I  have  always  found  the  Governor 


Here  he  is  shortly  joined  by  two  of  the  others  I 
had  seen  rising,  and  which  also  fell  victims  to  the 
same  fly,  another  being  returned  to  grow  larger, 
and  doubtless  wiser.  Oadually  working  up,  fish 
after  fish  is  basketed,  until  the  streams  are  reached, 
and  here  the  droppers  come  in  for  their  share  of 
attention,  especially  the  Coch-y-Hondhu,  used  so 
as  to  dap  lightly  on  the  edge  of  the  current.  This 
is  a  fly  which  I  have  found  to  kill  wherever  I  have 
fished,  in  lake  or  river  and  in  any  country,  and  it 
invariably  finds  a  place  on  my  cast,  generally  as 
top  dropper,  and  were  I  restricted  to  the  use  of 
one  fly  I  should  unhesitatingly  select  it.  By  the 
time  the  1.50  yards  before  mentioned  has  been 
fished  out,  the  inner  man  suggests  attention  to  the 
luncheon  basket,  which  D.  has  thoughtfully  placed 
on  a  nice  grassy  slope  of  the  bank,  and  leaving  the 
river  we  seat  ourselves  in  the  grateful  shade  of  a 
wide  spreading  oak:  The  contents  of  the  luncheon 
and  fishing  baskets  are  both  turned  out,  and  the 
latter  makes  a  pretty  picture  of  nineteen  fat,  well- 
conditioned  fish,  from  a  quarter  of  a  pound  to 
10  ounces; 

It  is  now  two  o'clock,  so  that  I  have  taken  about 
2J  hours  to  fish  150  yards  of  water,  but  it  has  been 
thoroughly  covered  (and  where  fish  are  plentiful  it  is 
advisable  to  fish  slowly),  and  I  have  the  best  part  in 
front  of  me,  so  D.  tells  me,  but  he  complains  of 
feeling  very  out  of  sorts,  and  announces  his  inten- 
tion of  driving  home  and  sending  the  trap  back  for 


A  Day  on  the  Tam.4.r. 


to  be  at  least  as  good  as  any  other  at  that  time  of 
year.  This  as  a  leader,  with  a  Willow  and  Coch-y- 
Bondhu  as  droppers  (for  I  am  one  of  the  vulgar 
herd  of  the  "  chuck-and-chance-it ''  performers),  I 
attached  to  a  fine  tapered  cast,  nor  did  I  change 
these  flies  during  the  day; 

Cautiously  lowering  myself  down  the  steep  bank 
of  the  river,  I  found  myself  standing  in  water  about 
midway  to  my  knees,  deep  and  still  below,  gently 
flowing  and  shallowish  for  about  fifty  yards  above, 
and  then  above  that,  for  another  hundred  yards  or 
so,  breaking  into  a  succession  of  likely-looking 
streams  and  stickles — truly  a  likely  place  to  make 
a  beginning.  The  river  here  has  some  colour  in  it. 
probably  caused  by  the  cattle  seeking  its  grateful 
coolness  and  shade  and  to  avoid  the  flies,  which 
pester  them  so  much  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

There  are  trees,  too,  in  profusion  where  I  am, 
and  give  good  cover  for  the  fish  without  being  low 
enough  to  make  casting  too  difficult;  During  the 
five  minutes  or  so  my  cast  is  soaking  I  carefully 
take  stock  of  my  surroundings,  and  note  at  least 
half  a  dozen  fish  rising  near  me.  Turning  my 
attention  to  the  nearest  of  these,  I  presently  put 
the  Governor  over  his  nose,  and  he  immediately 
shows  his  appreciation  of  my  choice  by  quietly 
sucking  it  in,  and  the  first  fish  of  the  day,  a  nice 
fat  specimen  of  about  6oz.,  is  shortly  reposing  on 
the  layer  of  dockleaves  and  nettles  placed  to  receive 
him  and  his  brethren  at  the  bottom  of  the  basket. 


me,  and  it  is  indeed  easy  to  see  from  the  flushed 
appearance  of  his  face  that  his  temperature  is  con- 
siderably above  the  normal.  He  will  not  hear  of 
my  returning  with  him,  but.  lunch  over,  departs, 
taking  the  fish  with  him  to  despatch  to  the  owner 
of  the  water,  and  arranging  to  send  the  trap  back 
to  meet  me  at  the  before-mentioned  bridge  at 
8  o'clock.  Shortly  after  his  departure  I  am  joined 
by  a  friend  of  his  who  has  walked  out  to  join  us, 
bringing  with  him  a  camera,  and  who,  unknown  to 
me,  takes  several  snapshots  of  the  river  in  which  I 
am  a  central  figure,  and  which  form  part  of  the 
subject  of  this  article.  I  find,  on  resuming  opera- 
tions about  3  o'clock,  that  the  fish  have  gone  ofiE 
the  feed,  probably  owing  to  thunder,  which  is 
growling  far  away  in  the  north  and  threatening  to 
bring  a  downpour  on  us.  Happily,  however,  we 
are  spared  this,  and  about  4.30  the  fish  again 
commence  to  take  and  I  have  good  sport.  At  five 
o'clock  the  owner  of  the  camera  departs,  and  I  am 
left  alone.  The  basket  graduilly  gets  heavier,  and 
the  best  of  the  rise  is  still  before  me,  when  at  six 
o'clock  my  foot  slips  on  a  treacherous  rock,  and 
before  I  know  exactly  how  it  has  happened  I  am 
lying  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  waders  full  of  water 
and  wet  through  from  head  to  foot.  Luckily,  the 
lid  of  the  basket  was  fastened,  or  the  fish  would 
have  inevitably  been  lost. 

Afl  I  am  only  just  recovering  from  a  somewhat 
severe  illness,  there  is  nothing  left  to  be  done  bnt 
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to  stop  fishing  and  tramp  back  the  six  miles  to 
Launceston;  Luckily,  the  owner  of  the  trap  started 
early  to  fetch  me,  and  I  met  him  about  half  way 
home,  and  was  very  glad  to  drive  the  remainder  of 
the  distance,  as  walking  in  wading  stockings  and 
with  saturated  clothes  is  anything  but  pleasantj 
Had  this  misfortune  not  have  occurred  I  have  no 
doubt  I  should  have  added  another  twenty  fish  to 
the  forty-four  I  basketed,  this  number  including 
those  taken  away  after  lunchj  I  found  D.  in  bed 
on  my  return,  with  a  doctor  in  attendance,  but  the 
chill  passed  off  in  a  day  or  two; 

The  trout  in  the  Tamar  are  better  fed  and  con- 
sequently larger  than  most  of  those  found  in  West 
Country  streams,  and  show  fine  sport  when  hooked; 
So  far  as  I  know  there  is  no  fishing  association  on 
the  whole  length  of  the  river  except  a  small  portion 
near  Launceston,  which  is  rented  by  Hayman, 
of  that  town,  who  lets  tickets  at  15s.  a  year;  I 
have  heard  that  there  is  some  free  fishing  in  the 
highest  reaches  near  Bridgerule,  but  have  never 
tried  it.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  has  bestowed  a 
great  deal  of  attention  on  the  improvement  of  the 
salmon  fishing,  and  has,  I  believe,  bought  up  all 
nets  and  fishing  rights  in  the  upper  tidal  portion  of 
the  river  ;  but  one  does  not  hear  of  many  captures, 
although  there  are  good  holding,  rocky  pools  here 
and  there;  He  has  also  bred  and  turned  into  the 
river  a  great  nimiber  of  rainbows,  but  I  did  not 
see  one  on  the  day  I  have  describedj      H;  Gi  E.; 


FINE  ROACH  AND  BREAM  FOR 
THE  RIVER  LEA. 


It  having  been  brought  before  the  Anglers' 
Association's  Netting  and  Restocking  Fund  Com- 
mittee's notice  that  a  part  of  Messrs;  Mossop's 
ballast  pits  at  Brimsdown  was  going  to  be  filled  in, 
and  the  fine  bream  and  roach  contained  therein 
would  be  destroyed  unless  they  were  netted  out, 
permission  to  net  was  obtained,  the  result  being 
that  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  21,  nearly  one  ton  of 
splendid  bream  and  roach  were  placed  in  the  river 
Lea  above  Enfield  Lock,  where  all  anglers  have  the 
opportunity  of  fishing;  The  netting  was  most 
successfully  carried  out  by  Jack  Huntly  and  his 
son;  Messrs.  F:  A.-  Gray,  Newton,  Hunt,  Rowles, 
Spicer,  Price,  and  others  rendered  very  able 
assistance  imder  the  management  of  Mr.  J.  Powles- 
West;  Owing  to  the  very  uneven  bottom  it  was 
impossible  to  net  all  the  fish;  The  net  was  passed 
through  the  water  four  times,  and  on  the  fourth 
haul  only  three  fish  were  taken.  Altogether,  some 
hundreds  of  fine  bream  from  31b.  to  61b.  each, 
many  fine  roach  up  to  l|lb.,  a  few  pike,  perch,  and 
tench  were  placed  in  a  large  punt  and  towed  up 
the  river  to  the  place  as  above-mentioned.-  It  is 
to  be  hoped  anglers  will  appreciate  the  work  done, 
and  will  not  forget  to  support  the  fund's  boxes  in 
the  many  club  rooms;  Any  society  without  a  box 
may  have  one  upon  writing  to  the  general  secretary, 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  2,  Eirsby-road,  Stamford- 
hill,  London,  N.  The  total  cost  of  the  netting 
did  not  exceed  £4,  thanks  chiefly  to  the  before- 
mentioned  gentlemen  who  voluntarily  gave  their 
servicesj  R.  G.  Woodetjff. 


POND  FISHING  FOR  CARP. 


Caep  may  not' be  worthy  of  a  knife  and  fork, 
though  made  fat  in  Germany,  as  we  stuff  turkeys 
for  Christmas,  and  washed  down  with  great  gulps 
of  small  beer,  his  round-shouldered  lordship  of  the 
stew,  the  quiet  deep  and  backwater,  the  weed- 
mazy  pond,  is  the  baron  of  the  table  at  the  Christmas 
family  spread.  English  cookery  demands  a  great 
deal  to  ensure  an  acquired  taste  for  him ;  and  for 
common  carp  or  smaller  Crucian  prescribes  much 
rich  stock  and  a  second  pull  at  the  old  port  bottle. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  both  are  more  necessary  to 
the  finer  tastes  of  the  Englishman  than  to  the  less 
finnicking  palate  of  the  fairer  Teuton. 

But  fat  and  well-flavoured,  or  foul  and  ill-savoured, 
as  tooth,  tongue  and  taste  must  determine,  the  carp 
is  worthy  of  No.  6  steel.  He  meets  force  with  fight, 
keenness  with  cunning,  deceit  with  determination  ; 
and  it  needs  all  the  resources  of  the  practised  hand 
to  circumvent  him  and  pull  him  through. 

He  grasps  his  way  in  the  dark  with  a  sensitive 
touch  and  a  refined  smell.  He  has  a  large  brain, 
and  thinks  things  out  while  you  wait  before  coming 
to  a  final  decision.  And  when  he  takes  hold,  he  puts 
hie  back  tp  his  work,  and,  at  a  pinch,  cries  off  with 


the  bargain.  He  knows  his  way  to  his  old  tracks 
in  the  weed-bed  as  a  fox  follows  his  run  to  the 
covert ;  and  once  there  he  fins  it  in  mazy  dance 
through  the  water  meadows  he  has  so  long  traversed 
and  knows  so  well.  He  gives  the  float  a  hop,  a 
skip,  and  a  jump,  and  then  lays  it  flat  upon  its  side 
as  if  to  grin  at  its  shm  proportions.  He  lies  at  the 
bottom  looking  long  at  the  bait  like  a  thief  at  a  bad 
penny,  and  then  waves  his  tail  at  it,  and  swirls  off 
in  search  of  current  coin  near  some  less  treacherous 
bank.  He  is  a  scholar,  who,  having  learnt  his 
lesson,  handles  his  quUl  with  discretion,  and  is  in  no 
hurry  to  make  his  mark  over  a  bad  cheque. 

It  is  in  pure  cussedness  that  he  no  doubt  thus 
considers  the  ways  and  wiles  of  inconstant  man  ; 
but  it  is  this  very  perversity  of  view  that  the  sports- 
man likes  to  overcome  and  to  bring  round  to  saner 
reasoning.  To  turn  his  flank  is  a  strategic  effort  of 
no  mean  skill ;  to  carry  his  first,  second,  and  third 
lines  of  defence  no  small  victory.  So  he  that  swears 
only  by  fine  silvery  fish  will  agree  that  here  is  a 
coarse,  golden  brother  worthy  of  a  fraternal  bout  at 
the  lance  point. 

September,  in  some  summers,  flatters  the  early 
riser.  When  the  ducks  break  through  the  dawiling, 
when  the  blackbird  first  pipes  in  waking,  uncertain 
note,  when  the  mist  rises  up  to  meet  the  Sun  as  he 
peeps  over  the  bank-top,  it  is  not  bad  for  the  liver 
to  be  awake  and  alert.  That  is  the  time  to  be  on 
the  look-out  for  surprises.  Or  in  the  late  evening, 
when  the  starlings  in  heavy  battaUon  chatter  over 
the  events  of  the  day  in  the  willows,  when  the  flies 
that  have  had  their  day  are  being  pulled  down  by 
the  perch,  just  when  the  coots  get  querulous  in  tone 
and  in  temper,  then,  just  then,  keep  your  hand  near 
your  weapon,  for  burglars  are  about.  Carp  mostly 
spawn  in  late  May  or  early  June,  but  all  the  summer 
long  some  member  of  the  family  is  doing  duty  by 
adding  to  posterity.  In  September  they  swagger, 
free  and  unfettered,  through  the  thick  undergrowth 
of  the  dimpled  shallows.  They  have  put  on  flesh 
and  hang  heavy  at  the  beam.  f  -. 

Tliose  lusty  ones,  with  whom,  as  yet,  I  am  only 
partially  acquainted,  are  the  favoured  children  of  an 
old  salt.  Never  married,  for  thirty  years  he  went 
to  and  fro  across  the  North  Sea  in  single  file,  other 
ships  forging  ahead,  others  fretting  the  lacey  foam 
far  in  his  wake.  How  he  loved  the  old  engines  of 
his  trusty  ship  !  Now,  awaiting  a  longer  passage, 
he  has  built  a  look-out  around  the  old  timbers  of 
his  pond-side  retreat,  is  tarring  inside  and  out  an 
aged,  rust-eaten  boiler  for  an  imaginary  ship  to 
transport  him  across  the  Styx  on  "  the  evening  of 
his  fine  day."  I  like  to  see  the  sun-and-salt-seared 
veteran,  with  glass  to  his  eye,  scanning  the  horizon 
of  his  freshwater  sea.  On  his  last  voyage  to  the 
Vaterland  he  took  in  a  bit  of  cargo  on  his  owa  in  the 
shape  of  some  fifty  "  Kaiser  "  carp.  That  was  some 
ten  years  ago,  and  they  have  grown  up  to  carphood 
with  the  perch  and  tench  and  roach  sent  him  from 
the  Nene. 

I  went  down  to  those  brambly  claypits  just  a 
week  since.  The  dew  was  heavy,  the  wind  was 
warm.  Twenty  hours  before  I  had  given  a  house- 
warming,  with  mixed  courses  of  bread  and  bran  and 
mashed  potato.  Just  let  me  tell  you  how  not  to  do 
it.  Far  off,  if  you  like,  but  not  fine  for  carp — 
I  often  take  them  close  in.  Gut  of  sea-trout  thick- 
ness will  be  about  the  thing,  but  anything  "  drawn  " 
will  end  in  a  dream.  I  Uke  a  paste  of  a  httle  potato 
and  more  bread,  though  gentles,  a  small  pratey 
hitched  up  to  a  diminutive  triangle,  the  tail  end  of 
a  lob,  have  all  done  the  trick. 

But  how  not  to  do  it !  I  had  the  rods  fixed  fore 
and  aft  about  five.  Right  away  I  took  a  triplet  of 
beautiful  roach  that  had  grown  in  girth  and  length 
together.  Not  until  the  sun  had  warmed  the 
weather — just  on  the  stroke  of  seven — did  I  see 
signs.  Do'Nvn,  up,  and  ayay  !  He  pulled  hard  on 
thirty  yards  of  Lincoln  silk  as  he  steered  to  wind'ard, 
but  I  dare  not  hold  him.  I  was  fishing  too  fine. 
All  right  if  the  coast  was  clear,  but  there  were  weeds 
ahead — a  Sargasso  he  had  often  navigated.  He 
dashed,  he  halted  in  turns,  but  he  got  home  ;  the 
float  fouled,  the  line  was  wound  round  and  round  in 
the  dark  alleys,  and  then  what  was  left  came  back 
to  bo  refitted  and  renewed. 

I  tried  again,  but  it  was  no  good.  Half  an.  hour 
later  I  struck- home  again.  This  time  he  didn't  go 
straight,  but  whipped  round  to  the  left  into  a 
beautiful  weedy  waste  where  the  tench  held  high 
revel.  It  was  only  about  five  yards.  I  held  on  as 
much  as  I  dared,  but  that  tangle  was  again  a  teaser. 
It  was  like  pulling  against  a  week's  washing.  I 
think  if  I  had  called  the  old  man  to  bring  his  boat 


I  might  have  hustled  that  sulky  Cyprinus  carpio 
out  with  the  oar,  but  we  severed  our  connection, 
I  going  my  way,  he  his. 

How  shall  we  do  it,  then  ?  I  armed  myself  with 
good  stout  gut  and  a  No.  6  tied  with  yellow  silk  on 
a  good  length  of  something  strong.  I  put  no  weight 
on  the  line,  but  wound  sufficient  leafy  lead  round  ;< 
turkey  quill  to  keep  it  cocked  and  prevent  it  frorn 
dragging.  I  baited  the  place  as  before,  and  aftci 
rubbing  a  fair-sized  lump  of  paste  round  a  little  bo> 
containing  honey,  sent  it  to  the  bottom  just  on  thr 
farther  edge  of  the  ground  bait.  Carp  of  ten  and 
twelve  pounds  loaf  around  in  that  water,  but  neither 
of  such  monsters  was  to  be  mine.  I  got  one  nearly 
four  pounds  and  another  just  over  three.  They 
fought  Uke  Asiatics,  and  went  for  the  weeds,  but  I 
was  able  to  pull  till  I  turned  them,  and  then  they 
soon  made  friends.  A  ledger  is  good  on  a  marly 
bottom,  but  not  where  there  is  mud. 

I  am  going  for  those  giants,  and  should  I  get 
them  from  their  stronghold,  maybe  I  shall  be  allowed 
to  tell  you  how  I  succeeded  in  doing  so. 

Fredk.  Miller. 


THE    CATCHING   AND  THE 
WEIGHING  OF  A  TROUT. 


Cheer  up,  John !    Don't  look  so  sad  and  glum ; 

The  trout  will  rise. 

And  take  dry  flies. 
Before  sets  this  day's  sun. 

Don't  go  home;  I'm  sure  you'll  better  feel; 

Mount  ohve  up. 

And  pray  for  luck. 
And  music  of  the  reel. 

He's  up,  see !    By  yon  dock  leaf  he  rose, 

Out  with  your  fly. 

And  drop  it  nigh, 
A  foot  above  his  nose. 

Good!  'tis  right;  jauntily  it  did  sail; 

Can  trout  resist? 

How  can  he  wist 
A  grip  in  that  fly's  tail  ? 

He  didn't  rise;  John  could  not  catch  that  trout; 

Wink'd  he  an  eye 

At  his  dun  fly, 
"I'm  down  while  you're  about.'' 

Move  up,  John !    See  there  by  yonder  hatch  ! 

Kneel  by  that  great 

Wasp's  nest,  and  take 
A  cast  that  trout  to  catch. 

That's  the  spot!    Like  snowflake  did  it  Ught. 

A  suck— a  splash  !  m 

Off  with  a  dash !  ■ 

And  then  his  line  was  tight.  ■ 

He  caught  it!    It  was  a  beauty,  too.  I 

With  proper  pride,  I 

He  home  did  stride,  m 

Trout  in  grass  wet  with  dew.  ■ 

"Weigh  that  trout:  lay  him  the  scales  upon;  1 

And  for  lost  weight,  ,  M 

To  make  all  straight,  M 

No  grass  remove,'-  said  John.  ■ 

"Two  pounds  (with  hay).'i    But  now  that  troM 
is  more :  M 
That  night  in  dream  M 
His  reel  did  scream,  fl 
Next  mom  the  pounds  were  four  !  I 

J.  H.  D.  I 


A  DISCURSIVE  DISCOURSE.  1 

True  it  is,  in  some  measure  only,  that  th« 
awakening  of  spring  awakens  also  in  the  angler's 
heart  the  never  entirely  extinguished  craving  for 
the  riverside.  I  say  in  some  measure  only  because 
to  that  large  majority  of  anglers  who  hmit  their 
aspirations  to  the  capture  of  more  ignoble  prey  than 
the  speckled  trout  or  lordly  salmon,  the  season 
when  "  sparrows  build,  and  the  leaves  break  forth  " 
actually  is  "  the  winter  of  their  discontent.". 
Throughout  the  winter  of  the  calendar,  'neath  leaf- 
less boughs,  amid  the  withered  and  discoloured  rem- 
nants of  the  sedges  and  lush  vegetation  of  yester 
year,  they  have  pursued  their  avocation.  Trampiiig 
along  the  iron-hard  banks  they  have  cast  their 
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spinning  baits  o'er  stream  or  mere,  in  eager  antici- 
pation of  the  blissful  thrill  that  flashes  through  brain 
and  muscle  when  a  savage  tug  and  a  tightening  lino 
betoken  the  presence  of  a  heavy  pike.  What  keen- 
ness of  icy  blast  could  counteract  the  glow  of  dehght 
experienced  when  the  inducement  of  the  thin  but 
strong  line,  and  the  spring  of  the  trusty  greenheart 
rod,  had  exposed  to  view  the  mighty  proportions  of 
the  quarry.  Led  at  last  to  the  gaff  he  Ues  on  the 
bank  in  all  his  grim  and  tigerish  beauty,  his  for- 
midable jaws  still  closed  on  the  bait,  and  his  sunken 
eyes  yet  glaring  sullen  defiance  at  his  captor. 

Or,  moored  in  some  sheltered  eddy,  with  the 
morning  hoar  frost  dissolving  into  diamond  dew 
under  the  rays  of  the  ndnter  sun,  to  see  the  rod 
point  twitch  as  the  perch  hungrily  seizes  the  minnow 
or  worm  on  your  paternoster ;  to  note  his  erect 
and  prickly  fin  and  black  bars  coming  gradually 
into  \-iew  through  the  clear  green  water,  as  he  fights 
bravely  but  without  success  to  avoid  the  out- 
stretched landing-net. 

Then  the  roach,  too,  cleansed  of  their  summer 
shme,  and  deprived  by  the  rotting  of  the  weeds  of 
the  vegetable  diet  upon  which  they  largely  sub- 
sisted during  the  warmer  months,  bite  more  freely 
and  fight  more  vigorously.  The  big  fellows  of  lib. 
weight  or  over,  who  treated  your  bait  with  con- 
tempt when  other  food  was  available,  are  now  more 
prone  to  succumb  to  its  temptations. 

Pleasant  as  it  is  to  seduce  the  chub  from  his  lair 
under  the  willows  by  the  temptation  of  a  well- 
thrown  fly,  as  you  drop  lazUy  down  the  stream  on  a 
summer  morning  or  evening,  there  is  an  equal 
pleasure  in  seeing  the  big  swan-quill  float,  20  yards 
away  from  the  punt,  disappear  with  a  jerk.  Then 
to  meet  and  counter  every  manoeuvre  of  the  fish  as 
he  tries  to  take  advantage  of  each  root  and  bough  to 
test  your  fine  tackle  \t-ithin  a  point  of  breaking 
strain,  and  to  land  him  after  all,  is  worth  braving 
the  elements  for. 

Coarse-fishing  does  not  entirely  consist  of  sitting 
all  day  on  a  muddy  bank  beside  the  sewage  outflow, 
and  opposite  the  gas-works,  with  a  doubtful  possi- 
bihty  of  one  gudgeon  as  the  amount  of  the  day's 
take.  The  angler  has  been  for  generations  the 
target  for  the  cheap  and  easy  sneers  of  those  indi- 
viduals who  are  generally  incapable  of  enjojdng 
aught  but  the  most  coarse  and  rowdy  description  of 
pleasure,  and  are  totally  unable  to  appreciate  the 
joys  of  the  contemplative  man's  recreation.  From  a 
selfish  point  of  view  I  should  say,  "  Long  may  it 
be  so  ! '-  if  it  would  tend  to  reduce  the  number  of 
anglers,  as  ft  is  difficult  enough  now  to  obtain  the 
retirement  and  quietude  which  add  such  a  charm  to 
the  sport.  The  special  dehght  of  winter  fishing  is 
that  none  but  enthusiasts,  whose  hearts  are  entirely 
in  their  sport,  are  hkely  to  be  in  evidence.  What 
angler  has  not  been  worried  by  the  amiable  idiot 
who,  without  any  real  desire  for  information,  pesters 
him  with  a  lot  of  ridiculous  questions,  gets  in  the 
way  of  his  rod,  walks  about  opposite  the  swim, 
scaring  every  fish  out  of  it ;  and,  in  fact,  makes 
himself  a  nuisance  generally. 

The  sweetheart  and  wife  question,  too,  enters  upon 
a  very  debatable  subject.  Willing  as  many  anglers 
would  be  to  take  their  wives  with  them,  in  order  to 
give  them  some  change  from  the  dull  and  sordid 
monotony  of  household  worries,  I  am  afraid  that 
not  one  woman  in  a  thousand  would  appreciate  a 
serious  days  fishing.  Without  a  real  love  for,  and 
comprehension  of.  the  sport,  the  minor  incon- 
veniences, long  walks,  and  patient  waiting,  would 
prove  insuperable  obstacles  to  feminine  partici- 
pation. Of  course,  there  are  exceptions,  and  I  have 
in  my  mind  a  lady  friend  who  often  accompanied 
her  husband  and  myself  on  our  expeditions.  She 
was  a  true  lover  of  the  gentle  craft,  could  manage 
a  boat  as  well  as  either  of  us,  fit  up  her  own  tackle, 
and  strike  and  land  a  fish.  She,  however,  drew  the 
fine  at  impaling  the  gentles  on  her  hook,  and  either 
her  husband  or  myself  had  to  perform  that  necessary 
operation  for  her.  Perhaps  the  constitutional  indif- 
ference of  the  fair  sex  to  angUng  pleasures  would  not 
be  HO  palpably  exposed  prior  to  marriage,  but  there 
is  always  the  lurking  suspicion  that  then  woman's 
natural  quarry— man — is  the  real  object  of  pursuit. 

The  fish  story  seems  to  be  part  of  the  regular  stock- 
in-trade  of  the  small  wits  of  the  comic  papers.  The 
mother-in-law  joke  may  for  a  time  be  out  of  fashion  ; 
the  kicking  mule  anecdote  may  pall  upon  the  public 
by  too  frequent  reptition  ;  but  piscators  are  peren- 
nially credited  with  the  faculty  of  picturesquely 
adorning  the  truth.  May  we  not  take  this  in  reality 
as  a  tribute  to  our  powers  of  imagination  ?  The 
angling  temperament  is  in  many  cases  the  poetic 


temperament  also.  Witness  the  long  list  of  poets  of 
the  first  rank  who  have  alluded  to  our  sport  in  terms 
that  indicated  a  practical  acquaintance  with  it.  The 
only  adverse  expression  I  can  call  to  mind  is  that  of 
Byron,  who,  in  alluding  to  Izaak  Walton,  remarks : — 

The  quaint  old  cruel  coxcomb,  in  his  gullet 
Should  have  a  hook,  and  a  small  trout  to  pull  it. 

From  contemplation  to  expression  in  speech  or 
writing  is  but  a  short  step,  and  even  of  the  most 
rugged  denizen  of  a  town  slum,  when  engaged  in 
piscatorial  pursuits  by  his  favourite  stream,  it  is  to 
some  extent  true  that — 

Beauty,  born  of  murmuring  sound. 
Doth  pass  into  his  (her)  face. 

or,  at  any  rate,  into  his  mind.  He  may  lack  the 
power  of  saying  what  he  feels,  but  the  stimulus 
applied  to  his  dull  brain  Hfts  him  for  awhile  above 
the  prosaic  surroundings  of  his  everyday  life,  and 
vents  itself  by  the  embroidery  and  enlargement  of  a 
possibly  commonplace  incident.  Lobworm^ 


WEYMOUTH  SEA  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 


On  Sept.  24  (p.  238)  we  gave  the  results  of  the 
annual  competition  of  the  above  society,  which 
took  place      Sept.  13,  14,  15,  and  16 — the  Ferry 


no  particularly  agreeable  flavour^  The  stone  trout 
differs  from  the  common  trout  only  in  having  a 
larger  head  and  brown  and  blue  spots  on  back  and 
sides.'  There  are  several  other  varieties,  but  o£ 
these  no  further  notice  is  required  herej 
Baits  for  trout  are  prepared  thus  : — 
1;  Take  camphor,  castoreum,  and  a  piece  of  civet; 
melt  slowly  in  a  pipkin  over  the  fire,  stirring  the 
while,  and  whilst  so  doing  pour  in  linseed  oil ;  olive 
oil  or  butter  will  do,  b^t  linseed  oil  is  tho  bestj  Then 
spread  out  and  flatten  some  tow  or  flax,  and  exactly 
in  tho  centre  pour  out  some  of  mixture  as  above ; 
roll  the  flax  or  tow  into  a  ball:  Take  as  many  of 
these  balls  as  you  require  and  put  them  in  a  pan 
with  more  linseed  oil,  and  fry  them  in  this  for  some 
little  time;  When  done  enough,  put  them  in  some 
kind  of  pot  or  vessel,  and  pour  the  remaining  oil 
into  a  tin  for  subsequent  use;  Before  use  the  balls 
must  be  steeped  in  brandy  for  twelve  hours,  and 
one  or  more  placed  in  the  weir-baskets  according  to 
the  size  of  the  latter;  The  fresher  the  balls  the 
more  powerful  their  effect; 

2.  Take  heron  oil,  dried  and  pulverised  valerian- 
root  or  wormwood,  a  little  camphor,  and  stir 
together  with  a  few  spoonfuls  of  honey;  Sprinkle 
some  of  this  over  worms  in  a  pail,  and  twelve  hours 
afterwards  take  them  out,  thread  them,  tie  them  in 
bundles,  and  suspend  in  weir-baskets  or  trap-nets 
as  usual. 


Weymouth  Boat  Competition  :  The  Stabt. 


Bridge.  Harbour,  and  Boat  competition;  By  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Chas.  J.  Russell,  the  hon;  secretary, 
we  are  able  to  give  a  view  of  "  the  start"  in  the 
boat  competition.  The  photo  is  by  Air.  G;  Hare, 
of  Weymouth.; 


OLD  GEKMAN  SCENTED  BAITS 
FOE  FISH. 


[The  following  notes  on  scented  baits  and  fish 
are  from  an  old  German  work,  and  are  inserted  for 
the  amusement  of  Fishing  Gazette  readers  rather 
than  for  any  practical  utiUty.  They  appear  to 
have  been  in  use  in  Germany  in  the  Mddle  Ages 
for  the  purpose  of  enticing  fish  into  fish  traps. — 
Ed.] 

TeOUT; 

The  trout  is  of  the  salmon  tribe  and  re- 
sembles tho  pike  in  shape,  and  is  one  of  those 
fish  which,  on  account  of  their  utility,  are  bred 
in  ponds.  The  common  pond  trout,  when  well  fed 
on  worms,  insects,  and  small  fish,  attains  a  length 
of  2ft.  and  a  weight  of  31b.  and  upwards;  It  has  a 
greenish-black  back,  and  its  belly  is  white,  though 
spotted  with  red,  yellow,  and  black ;  its  scales  are 
small,  delicate,  and  soft;  It  favours  clear,  cool, 
hard,  and  swift-running  waters  on  a  stony  bottom, 
but  above  all  prefers  shaded  hill  streams.  It 
spawns  in  autumn,  and  deposits  its  ova  between 
stones  and  among  the  roots  of  waterside  trees;  In 
many  countries  the  right  of  catching  trout  is  the 
exclusive  possession  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  and 
is  held  as  a  royal  prerogative. 

The  flesh  of  trout  is  red,  rich,  and  palatable  in 
summer ;  in  winter,  however,  it  is  white,  and  has 


3;  Mix  thoroughly  a  \  pint  of  spirits  of  wine,  Joz; 
each  of  juniper  berries  and  sage,  both  to  be  pre- 
viously well  dried  and  pounded,  a  piece  of  castoreum 
of  the  size  of  a  hazel  nut,  and  half , this  quantity  of 
camphor.  Get  some  small  fishes  and  leave  them  in 
the  mixture  for  a  space  of  twenty-four  hours;  Then 
thread  them  and  hang  three,  four,  or  more  in  each 
weir-basket,  according  to  size; 

Cakp; 

The  carp  belongs  to  a  class  having  upwards 
of  fifty  varieties,  all  called  "  white  fish  on 
account  of  the  lustrous  whiteness  of  their  scales; 
It  feeds  on  rich  earth  and  clay,  all  sorts  of 
garbage,  insects,  and  small  fishes.  The  common 
carp  as  preserved  in  ponds  is  well  known.  Its 
habitat  originally  was  in  Southern  Europe,  but  it 
has  since  spread  over  the  whole  of  Europe,  but  in 
northern  latitudes  it  has  greatly  diminished  in  size; 

As  a  rule  only  three  varieties  of  carp  are  distin- 
guished, namely,  the  common  carp,  the  mirror 
carp  (in  all  respects  hke  the  first  named, 
excepting  that  its  scales  are  three  or  four  times 
larger,  and  that  in  some  instances  its  belly  is  covered 
with  a  yellow  skin),  and  the  leather-carp,  which  has 
a  tough  hide  in  lieu  of  scales.  The,  carp  may  not 
unreasonably  be  called  the  swine  among  fishes,  for 
it  is  extremely  fond  of  mud  and  filth,  and  when  fed 
on  sheep-droppings  grows  extraordinarily  fat;  It 
spawns  in  May  and  June,  during  which  months  the 
river  carp  betakes  itself  to  tranquil  waters,  where  it 
remains  imtil  the  spawning  season  is  past.  It 
breeds  at  four  j'ears  of  age,  and  oft«n  grows  from 
2  ells  to  2i  ells  long,  and  as  it  frequently  fives  for  a 
hundred  years,  it  has  been  known  to  gain  a  weight 
of  from  601b;  to  701b;  Carp  grow  remarkably  fat 
and  well-flavoured  in  a  pond  having  a  bottom  of 
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clay,  and  into  which  are  thrown  liquid  manure, 
sheep-dung,  clay,  sand  kneaded  with  honey,  peas 
and  beans,  boiled  and  raw  potatoes  cut  into  pieces, 
oilcake,  etc  A  well-fed  carp  of  any  species  is  hard 
to  the  touch,  has  a  round,  short  head,  a  golden 
yellow  belly,  and  a  black  back;  But  a  lean  carp  is 
dull-coloured,  has  a  large  flabby  belly,  which  if 
pressed  retains  the  finger-marks  for  a  while; 

Predatory  fishes,  frogs,  and  ducks  must  not  on 
any  account  be  allowed  in  ponds  devoted  to  carp; 
In  winter  the  latter  lie  dormant  under  the  ice, 
without  requiring  food,  and  bury  themselves  closely 
packed  together  in  the  mud;  But  in  time  of  very 
hard  frost,  when  the  pond  is  covered  with  thick  ice, 
a  supply  of  fresh  air  must  be  provided.  The  best 
plan  is  to  draw  off  the  water  partly;  When  this  is 
not  possible,  bundles  of  straw  must  be  placed  up- 
right at  intervals  in  the  water  through  holes  cut  in 
the  ice  for  that  purpose;  In  case  of  the  pond  being 
struck  by  lightning,  or  of  the  carp  dying  off,  wliich 
is  often  the  result  of  foul  water,  the  best  and  surest 
remedy  is  to  draw  it  off; 

Carp  soon 'get  accustomed  to  the  sound  of  a  bell 
if  rung  whenever  they  are  fed,  and  flock  to  the  spot 
where  they  usually  receive  their  food;  They  are  in 
best  condition  for  eating  in  those  months  which 
have  an  "  r in  their  names;  But  before  killing 
carp  they  should  always  be  kept  in  running  water 
for  some  days  to  get  rid  of  the  muddy  and  strong 
pond  flavour; 

Baits  for  carp  are  made  as  follows  : — 

1;  Boil  dried  peas  in  water,  in  which  is  some 
saffron,  heron  oil,  and  honey,  until  they  are  soft 
enough  to  be  easily  squeezed  between  the  fingers, 
and  use  as  ground-bait  for  a  few  days  running. 
When  this  has  been  done  some  times,  make  a 
paste  of  saffron,  honey,  heron  oil,  and  fresh  shccp- 
droppings,  which  put  into  small  bags  and  suspend 
as  usual  in  the  weir-baskets  and  trap-nets  placed 
at  the  spots  which  have  been  ground-baited 
beforehand; 

2;  Take  sheep-dung,  castoreum,  clay,  honey,  and 
a  Uttlo  ginger- bread ;  knead  thoroughly  and  roll 
into  moderate-sized  balls  for  use  in  weir-baskets; 

3;  Boil  potatoes  in  their  skins  and  allow  them  to 
get  cold ;  then  cut  into  small  pieces  or  cubes,  and 
put  these  to  soak  in  beerwort,  in  which  is  some  cas- 
toreum, heron  oil,  and  honey;  Use  part  as  groimd- 
bait,  and  put  the  remainder  into  little  bags,  to  be 
hung  as  usual  in  the  weir-baskets; 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  FISHMONGEES'  COMPANY 
AND  THE  FISHING  INDUSTKY. 


The  Fishmongers'  Company,  which  is  managed 
by  the  wardens  and  court  of  the  company,  assisted 
by  their  clerk,  J;  Wrench  Towse,  Esq.;  exercise 
their  control  of  the  fish  trade  under  a  charter 
granted  by  James  I;,  and  as  an  authority  under 
the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts. 

Officers  are  employed  to  inspect  all  fish  coming 
to  Billingsgate,  Farringdon,  and  Shadwell  markets, 
and  to  seize  that  which  is  unfit  for  foodj  During 
the  year  ended  June,  1904,  upwards  of  1200  tons  of 
unsound  fish  were  seized  and  conveyed  in  barges  at 
the  company's  expense  to  Rainham,  in  Essex.  Other 
officers  are  engaged  in  the  detection  of  offences 
imder  the  salmon,  freshwater  and  lobster  and  crab 
acts4  During  the  past  year  investigations  have 
been  made  and  prosecutions  undertaken  in  forty- 
five  cases  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  most 
of  which  resulted  in  convictions. 

From  the  time  of  the  recent  oyster  scare,  the 
Fishmongers'  Company  have  prevented  the  sale  of 
oysters  that  have  been  sent  to  market  from  sus- 
pected sources.  The  company's  officers  have  made 
more  than  120  inspections  of  the  various  oyster 
layings  all  round  the  coast;  Over  220  samples 
have  been  taken  and  analysed  by  Professor  Klein, 
M.D.,  F.R.S.,  who  is  retained  as  the  company's 
bacteriologist;  iWhere  occasion  has  demanded, 
oyster  growers  have  complied  with  the  request  of 
the  company  to  close  their  oyster  beds,  and  others 
have  improved  the  condition  of  their  layings  and 
pits; 

To  facilitate  the  sale  during  the  close  season  of 
legally  caught  salmon,  a  system  of  sealing  has  been 
carried  out,  and  20,000  were  thus  treated  last  year, 

25,000  notices,  relating  to  salmon,  trout,  fresh- 
water fish,  crabs  and  lobsters,  are  circulated 
annually; 

The  total  cost  of  the  year's  operations  referred  to 
above  exceeded  £5000. 


TO  MAEK  SALMON  AND 
OTHEK  FISH. 


[In  reply  to  several  inquiries  I  give  again  some 
particulars  which  will  be  useful  to  those  who  wish 
to  mark  fish  to  see  what  growth  they  make,  etc; 
Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  the  Scottish  fisheries 
inspector,  kindly  sent  me  the  details. — R.  B.  M.] 

A 


Mr;  Calderwood  says:  — 

"  I  have  inserted  a  mark  in  the  enclosed  piece  of 
paper  which  will  show  how  the  operation  is  per- 
formed. In  salmon,  and  especially  in  male  kelts, 
a  strong  piercer  is  absolutely  necessary  before 
attempting  to  insert  the  points  of  the  mark.  I 
now  use  two  awls  set  the  proper  distance  apart  in 
a  wooden  handle."- 

From  the  report : 

"  The  mark  is  of  silver,  and  is  composed  of  two 
pieces  soldered  together ;  a  small  plate,  upon  which 
is  stamped  a  distinguishing  number,  with  a  letter  ; 
and  a  wire  which  is,  at  its  middle,  fastened  to  the 
unstamped  side  of  the  plate,  the  ends  being  bent 
round  so  as  to  project  at  right  angles  to  the  plate. 
The  following  figures  represent  the  mark,  actual 
size : — 


"  To  affix  the  mark,  holes  are  pierced  through  the 
fleshy  base  of  the  dorsal  fin  (the  large  fin  of  the 
back) ;  the  wires  are  thrust  through,  crossed,  and 
twisted  up  on  the  other  side.  The  projecting  end 
formed  by  the  two  twisted  wires  is  then  laid  in  to 
the  base  of  the  fin  in  the  direction  of  the  tail  of  the 
fish.'-: 

The  marks  are  made  by  Messrs.  Sutherland  and 
Horn,  Silversmiths,  10,  South  SU  Andrew-street, 
Edinburgh; 

A  PICTUEESQUE  AUTUMN 
ANGLING  EESOET— CANONBIE 
EEVISITED. 

The  thrill  of  delight  that  fills  the  breast  of  a 
veteran,  such  as  the  present  scribe,  when  visiting 
the  scenes  of  his  boyhood's  days  can  be  imagined, 
but  not  put  down  on  paper,  never !  I  pass  over 
the  journey  by  rail  to  Carlisle,  my  first  halting 
place.  The  train  seemed  to  crawl,  everything  was 
too  slow,  and  in  my  mad  impatience,  when  we 
reached  Penrith,  commonly  called  "  Peerith,'i  and 
caught  sight  of  the  Beacon  Hill,  I  could  scarcely 
keep  myself  from  jumping  out,  and  walking  the 
remaining  twenty  miles  to  the  Border  City.  The 
old  feeling  was  upon  me,  I  was  off  to  fish  the  Esk 
and  Liddle !  At  last  the  train  steamed  into  the 
station  at  Carlisle,  when,  after  visiting  the 
establishment  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Hodgkinson,  the  well- 
known  angling  authority,  wagging  the  paw  of  my 
old  friend  Mr.:  William  Amos,  of  otter  hunting 
celebrity,  and  looking  in  at  the  Hole  in  the 
Wa',  I  took  train  for  Canonbie,  and  soon  found 
myself  in  the  Cross  Keys  Inn,  that  once  celebrated 
old  coaching  hostelry,  charmingly  situated  within 
a  stone's  throw  of  the  Esk.  Receiving  a  hearty 
welcome  from  Mr.  Sandy  Elder,  the  worthy  land- 
lord, the  twa  o'  us  quaffed  a  noggin  each  o'  Glen 
Tarras  o'  the  best  that  Sandy's  cellar  provides. 
Mr.  Elder  told  me  that  the  annual  sports  had  been 
held  that  day  in  one  of  his  fields  at  Watch  Hill, 
and  the  "  boys  -5  would  be  in  directly.  "  Ye'll 
likely  ken  maist  o'  them,  and  their  faithers  afore 


them  ? '-'  Yes,  I  knew  a  good  many  of  those  who 
invaded  the  Cross  Keys  that  night;  Anglers  in 
galore  were  present  in  addition  to  most  of  the 
celebrities  of  the  district.  The  whole  scene  reminded 
me  of  "  nichts  at  the  Key '-  over  half  a  century  ago. 
The  new  generation  is,  however,  an  improvement 
on  the  old,  naebody  was  fou  ;  the  whuskey — no  one 
drank  anything  else — was  brought  in  in  the  usual 
fashion  in  noggins  and  gills,  but  in  honour  of  the 
occasion  (the  sports)  aometlmes  it 
landed  on  the  table  in  jugs  and 
quart  measures.  Whether  it  was 
spilt  or  drunk  the  company  present 
did  not  seem  to  mind,  and  as  I 
heard  one  gentleman  remark  that 
"  one  good  spiller  was  worth — to  the 
landlord — two  drinkers,'!  I  at  once 
became  a  reckless  and  abandoned 
^'spiller'-'  of  the  first  water;  Mr. 
William  Armstrong,  the  well-known 
fly-dresBer  and  angler,  presided  at 
the  head  of  the  table,  which,  by  the 
way,  was  about  the  length  of  a  street,  and  kept 
the  "boys'-  in  order,  but  indeed  it  was  a  most 
harmonious  gathering.  Several  songs  were  sung 
by  willing  vocalists,  and  when  Mr.  Elder  looked  in 
during  the  evening  on  the  festive  company  he 
fairly  beamed  on  the  scene.  Some  side-spUtting 
fishing  yarns  were  spun  in  undiluted  Scotch,  and 
all  listened  to  with  zest,  but  Andrew  Elliot's  "  Lee 
sent  doon  the  watter'i  capped  a'.  No  one  could 
tell  a  tale  in  the  smiddy  but  Jock  Little  would  cap 
it.  Jock  is  a  blacksmith,  the  Vulcan  of  the  district. 
"If  I  send  a  lee  doon  the  watter,"  said  Jock,  "I 
dinna  ken't  whan  it  comes  up  again,  especially  a 
fishing  lee.' '  It  was  not  long  ago  that  two  dead 
skellies  (chub)  had  been  found  in  the  Hush  Pool, 
j  ust  aboon  Canonbie  Brig.  To  be  sure,  this  was  an 
awful  discovery,  and  it  was  not  long  ere  the  two 
dead  skelUes  were  increased  to  three  grilse,  and  the 
process  of  multipHcation  went  on  till  the  number 
of  fish  found  dead  was  twenty- three  salmon. 

"  Otters  nae  doot,"  said  a  Canonbie  man;  Then 
the  story  went  "  doon  the  watter  "•  till  it  reached 
the  Metal  Bridge,  but  Mr.  Gartner,  the  genial  land- 
lord, would  have  none  of  it,  and  when  Jock  Little 
heard  of  the  dreadful  account  again  it  was  150 
salmon  found  dead  in  the  Dead  Nook  Pool  in  the 
Esk,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  Cross  Keys. 
The  best  point  of  this  yarn  is  that  it's  "  a  lee  sent 
doon  the  watter,"-  and  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it. 
"Some  fishing  tales  are  gey  like  this 'un,'!  quoth 
Jock ;  I  have  a  lifelong  acquaintance  with  almost 
every  nook  and  every  rock  and  crevice  in  the  Esk, 
from  Langholm  to  the  Solway  Firth,  the  prettiest 
bit  of  water  in  Britain,  running  through  an  historic 
district  of  unparalleled  loveliness;  In  the  Willow 
Pool,  the  Cauldron  Pool,  and  the  rugged  Cauldron 
Stream,  I  am  at  home;  and  the  Liddle,  from  the 
foot  of  the  water  to  Kershope  Foot,  I  have  been 
acquainted  with  from  boyhood,  and  as  this  may 
meet  the  eye  of  the  general  reader  when  I  am 
sweeping  the  Esk  below  Canonbie  Bridge,  I  may  as 
well  ladle  out  a  few  particulars  anent  both  rivers 
as  they  flow  through  Canonbie  before  and  after 
forming  the  Double  Water  at  Canonbie  Lea,  where 
the  two  rivers  meet  at  the  head  of  the  far-famed 
Willow  Pool,  beloved  of  all  anglers  who  have  ever 
thrown  a  line  across  it; 

One  of  Ganonbie's  chief  attractions,  as  a  place  at 
which  to  spend  a  holiday,  is  its  healthful  climate; 
The  air  is  remarkably  invigorating,  and  that  it  is 
conducive  to  longevity  may  be  proved  from  the 
parish  register,  which  records  the  demise  of  numbers 
who  had  died  there  within  a  few  years  of  being 
centenarians,  and  one  old  lady  within  the  writer's 
recollection,  who  was  known  as  "Soojer  Jean.'I 
having  been  in  the  army  as  a  soldier  in  her  early 
days,  reached  the  patriarchal  age  of  102  years.  It 
was  currently  reported  in  Canonbie  that  when  Jean 
was  a  soldier  bold  she  slept  in  the  same  bed  with  a 
comrade  for  some  considerable  time  who  never 
suspected  her  sexj  Having  known  the  Canonbie 
divisions  of  Esk  and  Liddle  rather  intimately  in 
old  days,  I  propose,  with  your  permission,  to  say  a 
few  words  anent  the  district  and  the  best  fishing 
stations  on  both  rivers.  To  the  antiquarian  and 
the  collector  of  ballad  lore  this  part  of  the  Border- 
land is  particularly  rich,  as  the  surrounding 
country  is  studded  with  the  remains  of  many  keeps 
and  castles,  of  which  the  old  Peel  House,  which 
represents  the  now  demohshed  Gilnockie  Tower,  is 
the  most  interesting;  Standing  on  a  high  promon- 
tory overlooking  the  Esk,  about  four  miles  from  the 
town  of  Langholm  and  within  two  miles  of  the 
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Gross  Keys  Hotel,  Oanonbie,  it  ia,  without  doubt, 
the  most  noteworthy  relic  of  the  old  freebooting 
days  to  be  found  on  the  Border.  A  little  lower 
down  the  water  is  Gilnockie  Bridge,  standing  on  which 
and  looking  downwards  towards  Byrebum  Foot, 
the  spectator  will  behold  one  of  the  loveliest  pros- 
pects on  the  Esk,  and  probably  in  the  South  of 
Scotland.  A  quarter  of  an  hour's  walk  takes  the 
enchanted  visitor  to  Byreburn  Foot,  another  charm- 
ing spot.  Here  the  wooded  banks  of  the  river  rise 
quite  100  feet  above  the  rocky  channel  underneath. 
The  view  down  the  water  from  Byreburn  Bridge  is 
indescribably  grand,  and  includes  a  combination  of 
rock,  wood,  and  water  difficult  to  parallel.  Crossing 
Canonbie  Bridge,  which  has  been  remodelled  out 
of  all  recognition,  you  reach  the  well-known 
anghng  resort,  the  Cross  Keys,  a  celebrated  old 
coaching  hostelry  said  to  afford  the  best  accommo- 
dation in  the  known  world  both  for  man  and 
beast.  The  commodious  old  hotel  is  situated  on  a 
steep  precipice  close  to  the  Esk,  a  precipice  which 
is  gradually  crumbhng  away,  and  slowly  but  surely 
bringing  the  river  close  to  the  door  of  the  ancient 
hostelry.  A  walk  of  about  two  miles  further  down 
the  water  brings  the  pleasure  seeker  to  the  Moat 
Linn,  a  famous  old  Roman  station,  known  as  the 
Roman  camp,  overlooking  the  Liddle,  close  to 
where  it  joins  the  Esk  at  the  extremity  of  Canonbie 
Lea,  immortahsed  in  Scott's  "  Young  Lochinvar."- 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  top  of  the  Moat 
Linn  affords  one  of  the  finest  views  on  the  Border. 
Having  got  to  the  foot  of  Liddle,  let  us  proceed  to 
Penton  Linns,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  up  the 
river,  which  in  the  Canonbie  angling  portion  of  the 
water,  and  all  I  mean  to  touch  upon.  After 
peacefully  meandering  through  quiet  pastoral 
districts,  the  river  at  this  point  assumes  quite  a 
different  aspect. 

From  Newoastleton  down  to  Penton  Bridge  the 
laddie  flows  on  with  unbroken  monotony,  and  is 
easily  fished  all  the  way,  a  distance  of  a  Uttle  over 
six  miles;  but  at  this  romantic  spot,  which  is  a 
favourite  resort  of  pleasure  parties  from  all  parts 
of  the  South  of  Scotland  and  North  of  England, 
Nature  has,  in  some  fantastic  mood,  cut  a  passage 
for  the  river  deep  into  the  limestone  strata,  and  as 
the  water  roars  and  foams  among  the  huge  rocks 
which  uprear  their  massive  heads  from  the  bed  of 
the  stream  below  the  bridge,  combined  with  the 
thickly- wooded  cliffs,  on  each  side  of  the  water,  a 
scene  of  almost  unparalleled  beauty  is  presented. 
Once  more  I  found  myself  at  the  old  Cross  Keys. 
It  was  eventide,  and  several  keen  anglers  had 
looked  in  just  to  have  a  "  crack,"  and  during  the 
conversation  I  sat  and  hstened  entranced,  being 
unable  to  get  a  word  in  edgeways;  indeed,  I 
would  not  have  interrupted  the  veterans  present 
for  a  pension  clashed  down  on  the  nail.  They  knew 
all  the  pools  and  streams  in  the  Esk  from  Eskdale- 
muir  to  the  Metal  Bridge,  and  also  all  the 
tributaries  that  feed  it.  They  were  equally  at 
home  on  the  Liddle,  and  seemed  to  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  all  the  Border  keeps  and  famous 
landmarks  in  that  romantic  district.  It  was  an 
education  in  Border  lore  that  I  profited  by,  and 
here  I  am  laboriously  copying  it  a'  doon  to  the 
best  of  my  poor  ability.  During  the  evening  I 
noticed  that  there  was  an  utter  absence  of  sym- 
pathy with  those  who  made  and  had  to  uphold  the 
fishing  laws,  rules,  and  regulations.  All  were 
decent  law-abiding  men  in  other  matters,  but  did  not 
hesitate  to  uphold  poaching,  and  anyone  of  them 
would  have  done  his  best  to  screen  a  man  who  took 
a  fish  illegally  out  of  the  water.  One  old  water 
kelpie  expressed  himself  thusly  : — "I  can  under- 
stand the  protection  of  game.  The  birds  are  fed 
off  the  land,  and  they  who  own  the  land  have  a 
perfect  right  to  claim  them  ;  but  these  salmon  arc 
sent  by  God  Almighty  out  of  the  sea  to  be  the 
people's  food.  They  cost  no  a  single  penny  for 
keep,  and  why  a  working  man  should  bo  punished 
for  getting  a  dinner  for  his  bairns  I  canna'  see." 

Another  circumstance  which  sadly  handicaps  the 
proper  enforcement  of  the  law  is  the  fact  that 
many  of  th(!  water  bailiffs  are  men  who  were,  at 
one  time,  river  poachers  themselves,  consequently 
their  evidence  is  not  at  all  times  trustworthy.  I 
remember  well,  something  over  half  a  century  ago, 
one  Andrew  Hogg,  better  known  in  Canonbie  as 
the  "  Auld  Heckler."  Andrew  was  fishing  with  a 
pout  net— I  think  it  was,  in  the  Esk,  below 
Canonbie  Bridge — ^when  he  caught  a  fine  salmon, 
which  he  at  once  hid  among  some  brushwood  at 
the  water  side.  The  water  bailiff,  generally  known 
fts  "Scotty,"  had  l>eeq  watching  him,  and  just  as 
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the  Heckler  was  hfting  the  net  to  begin  operations 
again  Scotty  emerged  from  his  hiding  place  and 
came  towards  the  river  side.  Seeing  him  coming 
the  Heckler  coolly  dropped  the  net,  and,  putting 
his  hands  in  his  pockets,  began  to  stroll  up  the 
river  as  if  he  were  greatly  admiring  the  scenery. 
Scotty  quickly  followed  up,  and,  seizing  the 
Heckler,  said,  "I've  got  tlia  this  time,  Andrew; 
noo  come  along  quietly."  "Why?"  said  the 
other  innocently.  "None  of  your  nonsense,"  was 
the  reply;  "hft  that  net  and  come  with  me." 
"  What  net  ? "  said  the  Heckler,  with  a  vacant 
stare.  "That,"  said  Scotty,  lifting  it  in  a  towering 
passion;  "come  get  the  salmon  thou's  hid  and 
come  on."  "Get  it  yersel'  sin'  ye  ken  where  it  is, 
I  ken  naething  aboot  it."  Finally,  the  bailiff  had 
to  take  both  net  and  salmon,  and  the  Heckler  very 
civilly  accompanied  him;  When  brought  before 
the  court  and  asked  to  plead,  the  Heckler  said:  — 
"I  was  just  daunerin'  doon  the  watter-side  yin 
efternoon,  when  I  saw  Scotty  here  fishin'  wi'  a 
poot  net.  He  killed  a  salmon  an'  hid  it  under 
some  busses  just  by  Trummel's  Pool,  fornenst  the 
Auld  Kirk.  When  he  saw  me  he  a'  at  yince  turned 
on  me,  an'  cleekin'  haud  o'  me  broacht  me  here. 
Am  thinkin'  it  was  the  only  way  for  him  to  get  oot 
o'  the  scrape."  Poor  Scotty  told  his  story,  but  his 
antecedents  were  sadly  against  him,  and  the 
Heckler  received  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and  got 
off  scot  free,  the  case  being  dismissed  in  his 
favour. 

I  must,  however,  give  the  local  anglers  credit  for 
poaching  less  than  some  of  their  fathers  were  whiles 
guilty  of,  say,  halt  a  century  ago.  I  admit  this  is 
only  faint  praise  in  behalf  of  the  present  genera- 
tion of  anglers  located  in  Canonbie. 

I  am  aware  I  am  too  late  for  the  sea-trout, 
herling,  and  yellow  trout  fishing,  but  I  am  in  time 
for  the  autumn  salmon,  and  October  is  the  best 
month,  I  have  it  from  a  good  source  that  a  great 
many  have  been  seen  in  the  Esk,  and  that  they  are 
very  numerous  in  the  lower  Liddle.  A  few  remarks 
anent  some  of  the  best  angling  pools  on  both  rivers 
must  suffice,  commencing  with  the  Tower  Pool 
on  the  Esk,  opposite  Gilnockie  Peel  House,  which 
is  a  grand  pitch  and  easily  fished.  The  same 
refers  to  Greystone  Pool,  a  little  further  down  the 
water,  while  the  Byreburn  stretch  is  a  very 
attractive  one.  Tommy's  Pool,  the  Hush,  and 
Knottyholm  stream  follow  on  to  Canonbie  Bridge.- 
It  should  be  mentioned  that  a  good  deal  of  the 
brushwood,  which  at  one  time  was  a  formidable 
obstruction  to  anglers,  has  been  cleared  away  from 
the  banks  between  Byreburn  foot  and  Canonbie 
Bridge.  The  Bridge  Pool,  within  hail  of  the  Gross 
Keys,  is  a  good  salmon  cast.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  Trummel's  Pool.  The  Dead  Nook  Pool  is 
not  so  good,  but  the  Prior  Pool,  about  fifty  yards 
further  down,  is  a  favourite  haven  for  salmon  ;  then 
follow  on  the  Long  Pool,  Round  Pool,  March 
Pool,  Mason's  Stream,  the  Willow  Pool,  Cauldron 
Stream,  and  Cauldron  Pool,  all  easily  fished; 
indeed,  a  more  fishable  bit  of  water  than  that 
between  Byreburn  and  Scotch  Dyke  March,  at 
the  head  of  the  Thistle  Pool,  which  is  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Netherby  water  on  both  sides 
of  the  river,  could  not  well  be  wished.  The  Gross 
Keys  ia  in  the  very  centre  of  it,  four  miles  of  water, 
two  miles  each  way.  From  the  Cross  Keys  to 
Liddle  foot  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  from 


there  to  Penton  about  two  miles.  The  best  pools  in 
the  Liddle,  starting  a  little  above  the  Linns,  are 
the  Bcndle  Pool,,  Hog's  Wash,  Kilholm,  Clinty 
Pool,  Bridge  Pool,  Cow  Ugly,  V)elow  Penton  Bridge, 
the  deepest  and  blackest  bit  of  water  in  Liddle, 
Lang  Penton  Pool,  a  splendid  cast.  Auld  Brig 
Pool,  Trout  Dub,  Poor  Man's  Hole,  Double  Pot, 
Black  Kist,  Maggie's  Ford,  a  grand  cast,  Double 
Bank,  Inch  Pool,  the  Viaduct  Pool  and  stream. 
Ha'  Pool,  and  Damfoot  Pool. 

Anglers  desirous  of  locating  themselves  nearer 
the  Liddle  will  find  good  accommodation  at  Penton 
Bridge  Hotel,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
river.  The  Gross  Keys,  however,  is  the  best  pivot 
for  both  rivers,  and  anyone  requiring  private 
lodging  would  be  able  to  find  such  by  consulting 
Mr.  John  Ballantjme,  Woodhouse,  or  Mr.  Thomas 
Elliot,  Forge  Brae  Head ;  both  live  within  hail  of 
the  Esk.'  During  one  of  my  visits  to  Canonbie  I 
asked  a  well-known  angler  which  he  thought  the  best 
angling  stretch  of  water  in  the  Canonbie  division, 
either  on  the  Esk  or  Liddle.  "  Well,"  said  my  old 
friend,  "  the  Willow  Pool,  the  Cauldron  Stream  and 
the  Oauldron  Pool  are  far  and  away  the  best  casts; 
Ye  see  the  Willow  Pool  is  close  to  Liddle  Foot,  and 
the  Cauldron  Stream  and  Pool  follow  on,  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  fishable  water,  especially  the 
Willow  Pool  with  its  acreage  of  sandbed  on  the 
Scotch  side.  That  grand  stretch  of  the  Dou'ole 
Water  contains  the  fish  before  they  divide  them- 
selves between  the  Esk  and  Liddle — that  has  to 
be  looked  at;  Besides,  what  a  fine  shelter  there  is 
for  salmon  in  each  place,  and  there  is  always 
plenty  of  water  in  both  pools,  while  the  Cauldron 
Stream  in  dry  weather  sometimes  runs  a  trifle  low.'! 
In  reply  to  a  query  respecting  the  Revd.  Canon 
Greenwell's  celebrated  fly — Greenwell's  Glory— 
the  following  from  the  reverend  gentleman  him- 
self, addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
appeared  in  the  supplement  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
on  May  25,  1889.  "Greenwell's  Glory,  as  originally 
designed,  had  blackbird's  wing  for  wing,  Coch-y- 
bonddhu  hackle  for  legs,  and  was  tied  with  yellow 
silk  (not  floss).  It  was  wrapped  with  gold  thread, 
or  not — just  as  river  or  other  circumstances  re- 
quired.'' Tickets  for  both  rivers  can  be  had  at  the 
police-station,  Canonbie.  GiLNOCKrE. 


NORWICH  ANGLING  CLUB. 


(Stjmmaey  of  the  Summer  and  Autumn  Matches 
OF  July  26  and  Septembeb  1,  1904.) 
About  thirty  members  journeyed  to  Buckenham 
Ferry,  on  the  Yare,  on  July  26,  to  fish  their  annual 
match,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Dakin. 
It  was  a  roving  match — fish  where  you  like,  two  in 
a  boat,  float  fishing  or  ledgering,  under  club  rules. 
Sport  was  disturbed  owing  to  a  thunderstorm, 
accompanied  by  heavy  rain  and  a  strong  wind. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Bishop  was  proclaimed  the  champion 
winner.  The  aggregate  weight  of  fish  captured  was 
551b.  T^oz.  The  autumn  match  was  held  on  Sept.  1 
at  Ranworth,  on  the  Bure,  when  only  121b.  of  fish 
was  caught,  the  first  prize  being  taken  by  the 
president.  On  Sept.  21,  the  president,  Mr.  Dakin, 
presented  the  prizes  to  the  winners  in  the  two 
matches.  The  names  of  the  winners  in  the  July 
match  were  as  follows  : — Ist,  R.  Winsor  Bishop, 
silver  challenge  cup,  silver  club  trophy,  silver  bream 
cup,  silver  tankard  ;  2nd,  Chas.  Daniels,  sOver  tea 
set;  3rd,  Geo.  Cubitt,  silver  cigarette  case;  4th,  R. 
G.  Smith  ;  5th,  Chas.  J.  Brown  ;  6th,  Harry  Mower  ; 
7th,  S.  F.  Howitt;  9th,  C.  Buckingham,  10th,  W. 
Burrage  ;  11th,  Smith  Boughen  ;  and  l  ith,  W.  T. 
Dawson.  Special  prizes :  R.  Winsor  Bishop,  heaviest 
roach ;  C.  Daniels,  biggest  fish ;  and  C.  J.  Brown, 
smallest  fish.  The  prizes  were  then  presented  to 
the  winners  in  the  autumn  match  as  follows:  — 
1st  and  special  to  the  president ;  2nd,  C.  J.  Brown  ; 
3rd,  Jas.  Downe ;  4th,  J,  Warnes  Hewlett ;  5th,  C. 
Buckingham;  6th,  —  Harcourt;  7th,  Smith  Boughen; 
8th,  R.  G.  Smith  ;  9th,  W.  F.  Stockings ;  loth,  Jas. 
Do  wne.  After  the  presentation  the  members  listened 
to  a  very  able  lectore  by  Mr.  George  Cubitt,  T.C., 
who  gave  us  his  experience  of  angling  in  the  United 
States  while  visiting  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition  last 
June.  He  gave  a  glowing  account  of  the  good 
fellowship  and  fraternal  help  he  received  from  the 
anglers  he  met  at  certain  places,  and  expressed  his 
opinion  that  every  angler  who  visited  America 
would  get  a  hearty  welcome  and  every  attention  to 
secure  sport  for  him.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  and  also  the  genial  president  closed  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  club  has  in  its  possession  a  roach 
caught  by  Mr.  Tom  Lord,  weighing  31b.  loz.,  shown 
in  the  Fisheries  Exhibitions  of  Norwich  and  London, 
1880  and  1883,  which  is  generally  considered  the 
record  figh, 
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post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  has  been  running 
very  low  and  clear  during  the  past  week,  and  little 
sport  has  been  obtainable.  Roach  are  feeding  very 
badly  ;  only  a  few  are  to  be  caught  during  the  last 
hour  of  fishing.  Gudgeon  bite  freely,  and  a  local 
angler  has  taken  thirteen  chub,  the  best  fish 
31b.  4oz.,  by  casting  a  dead  frog.  One  or  two 
jack  up  to  41b.  have  also  been  taken,  while  at  Son- 
ning  one  is  said  to  have  been  caught  weighing  1 31b. 
At  Reading  also  these  fish  have  been  caught  up  to 
61b.,  and  a  few  good  perch.  At  Medmenham  a  brace 
of  good  chub  have  been  caught  with  cheese  paste. 
At  any  of  the  above  stations  or  at  Marlow  I  cannot 
hear  of  any  barbel  of  any  size  having  been  caught. 
The  frosts  of  the  last  few  nights  are  bringing  the 
leaves  down,  and  the  weeds  are  ([uickly  decaying. 
A  good  rain  is  now  wanted  to  work  them  out  of  the 
river.  Until  this  happens  there  is  little  prospect  of 
better  sport.  A  very  fine  badger,  weighing  251b., 
was  brought  to  me  this  evening  (Sept  28).  It  was 
trapped  near  Oxford ;  it  is  to  be  preserved. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade,   Gloucestershire). — The  river 

here  is  in  first-class  fishing  order.  The  pike  are 
well  on^the  move,  several  fine  fish  having  been 
landed.  Roach  are  going  well,  the  heaviest  being 
IJlb.  The  swims  are  kept  well  baited;  boiled 
wheat  we  find  kills  the  best.  Several  gentlemen 
have  been  out  and  are  highly  satisfied  with  their 
sport,  having  some  good  mixed  bags  of  perch,  chub, 
dace  and  roach. — Chas.  Powell. 

  (Twickenham).  —  Wednesday  Nioht.  — 

The  river  is  very  bright.  Fish  were  off  feed  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  but  are  coming  on  again  now. 
Bob  Spong  has  been  out  every  day  and  had  very 
good  takes  of  fish.  On  Sept.  27,  Messrs.  R.  Jacobs. 
G.  Isaacs,  and  C.  Franco,  of  the  Silver  Trout  Club, 
with  R.  Spong  (professional),  caught  241b.  of  roach, 
all  good  fish.  Tom  Auger  (professional)  has  been 
out  four  days,  taking  about  451b.,  and  one  roach 
weighing  about  lib.  2oz  I  have  been  out  three 
days,  taking  in  all  about  40lb.  Fish  are  abundant 
here,  and  are  [priming  on  the  flood  tides. — John 
SroNG. 

  (Weybridge). — My  report  for  the  week's 

fishing  ending  Sept.  28  is  as  follows: — T.  Strudwick, 
th  ree  half  days,  3  dozen  roach  and  dace ;  H.  Curr, 
fisherman,  out  five  days  with  one  gentleman,  several 
bream,  two  best  fish  41b.  each,  about  401b.  of  barbel, 
best  fish  5lb.,  and  some  chub — a  baited  swim  with 
several  thousand  lobworms.  I  have  been  out  on 
five  occasions.  Perch  and  jack  fishing  all  blanks. 
Water  very  bright,  but  hope  for  better  takes  next 
week.  Twelve  of  H.  Curr's  barbel  weighed  30Ib. 
— Chas,  a.  Shaylor. 

Coin  (Pairford, Gloucestershire).— The  trouting 
season  has  terminated  very  favourably,  and  excellent 
sport  has  been  had  up  to  the  last  days.  The  river 
is  about  to  be  restocked.  I  am  pleased  to  say  there 
is  still  an  exceptionally  fine  show  of  large  trout 
always  to  be  seen,  and  the  pike  are  now  nearly 
extinct. — Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  season  is 
nearing  its  close,  and  by  the  time  these  notes 
appear  in  print  the  last  line  will  have  been  cast. 
Taken  as  a  whole,  however,  sport  has  not  been 
very  satisfactory — at  least,  in  the  lower  waters. 
This  is  accounted  for  principally  owing  to  the  suc- 
cession of  freshets,  that  has  had  the  effect  of 
removing  the  fish  to  the  higher  waters,  where  fair 
baskets  have  been  obtained.  Salmon  fishing  haa 
been  above  the  average,  and  I  hear  that  over 
130  salmon  are  recorded,  having  been  caught 
by  rod  and  line  fishermen,  Messrs.  Martin  and 
Jackson  having  about  thirty  apiece.  The  water  is 
now  low,  and  on  September  26  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin 
had  a  basket  of  nine  trout  and  a  peal,  fishing 
between  Staverton  and  Buckfastleigh ;  and  on 
Tuesday  evening  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  twenty-one 
and  Mr.  H.  Full  seventeen.  These  are  much  larger 
baskets  than  have  been  obtained  for  some  time. 
Last  week  fifty  salmon  were  taken  in  the  Upper 
Dart.  A  rearrangement  has  been  made  in  the  beat 
of  the  water  bailiffs,  owing  to  the  Board  putting  on 
another  man.  On  the  Harbourne,  below  the  bridge, 
trout  have  recently  been  noticed  in  a  stupefied  con- 
dition. Strange  to  say,  above  the  bridge  they  were 
unaffected.  No  solution  is  forthcoming  as  to  the 
effect  of  this  strange  occurrence. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Some  few  baskets  have 
been  taken  on  tho  Lew,  Okement,  and  Torridge, 
and  very  recently  Mr.  Moyle,  of  the  George  Hotel, 
took  a  2()lb.  salmon.  Little  sport  has  been  had  on 
the  Carey.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  season  has 
been  fairly  euccessful, — Devonian. 


Esk  (Whitby).— Though  the  condition  of  this 
river  has  not  varied  during  the  past  week,  and  the 
water  remains  much  too  low  for  remunerative 
angling,  several  nice  fish  have  beentaken  by  anglers 
who  have  plied  the  rod  in  various  portions  of  the 
district.  The  continued  absence  of  a  good  spate  is  now 
retarding  the  ascent  of  numerous  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  to  the  higher  waters.  The  catches  to  hand  are  : 
Mr.  H.  W.  Haley,  two  salmon  of  31b.  and  !)lb.  ;  Mr. 
W.  Hawkes,  three  salmon  of  51b.,  .51b.,  and  (ilb. ; 
W.  P.  Hellewell,  J.P.,  one  salmon  of  8lb  ;  an  <  Mr. 
J.  Walker,  jun.,  two  salmon  of  4Jlh.  and  (ilb.  Large 
numbers  of  fish  continue  to  hover  around  the 
harbour  mouth,  awaiting  an  opportunity  of  passing 
up  stream.  Though  few  sea  anglers  have  operated 
in  the  offing,  the  fishing  from  the  piers  and  ouays 
has  been  of  an  excellent  nature,  the  takes  each  day 
consisting  of  several  score  fish  per  angler.  The 
size  of  the  fish  is,  however,  generally  small. — J. 
Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Sorrie  perch,  roach, 
and  fine  oals  have  been  caught  in  the  Exe  near  the 
city  at  Cowley  and  district,  and  in  the  canal 
some  roach,  perch,  and  eels  have  been  taken, 
Messrs.  Hoare,  Corfield,  Thomas,  and  Parsons'doing 
fairly  well  near  Topsham  Lock,  at  which  place,  as 
also  at  Turf  and  the  Channel,  fair  sport  is  to  be  had. 
Bass  and  mullet  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth  Pier 
by  local  anglers  and  visitors,  the  best  catches  being 
made  by  Lieut.-Col.  Ryland,  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn, 
White,  Bastin,  Beck,  Parsons,  Perry,  Dyer,  Master 
Frank  Duchcherer,  and  others.  Mr.  Dyer  had  a 
mullet,  21b. ;  Mr.  Parsons,  one,  l.jlb.  ;  Liout.-Col. 
Ryland,  one,  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Perry,  one,  I  Jib.  ;  and  many 
others  were  taken.  One  lady  in  a  boat,  with  her 
boatman,  had  twenty-six  bass,  from  |lb.  to  2^1b. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Indifferent  sport  con- 
tinues to  be  met  wi(h  in  the  Lea,  which  is  again 
clear  and  quite  out  of  condition.  The  bed  of  the 
river  is  very  foul  through  decaying  weeds  and  leaves. 
The  Beane,  at  Hertford,  on  Wednesday  furnished  a 
nice  take  of  roach  and  dace  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Robinson,  who  landed  20lb.  of  those  fish. 
Twelve  of  the  heaviest  dace  scaled  Clb.  Trout- 
fishing  closed  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  28,  in  the  public 
roaches  of  the  Lea. — Izaak  Walton. 

hngg  and  Arrow  (Iieoxoinster).—  Both  these 
grayling  streams  are  running  in  good  order  for 
grayling  fishing.  They  are  rather  low,  but  the 
weather  of  late  has  been  suitable  for  grayling,  with 
the  foggy  and  frosty  nights  and  fine  sunshiny  days, 
and  some  fair  samples  of  grayling  have  been  landed. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  cold  wind 
mentionfd  in  last  report  has  given  place  to  a 
milder  one  from  the  south,  and  the  fis-h  have  been 
stirring  again.  There  was  a  pretty  rise  of  Pale  Duns 
on  Sept.  2C,  and  several  good  fish  were  taken.  The 
best  part  of  the  rise  was  between  11  and  12  noon, 
but  the  trout  were  again  on  the  feed  about  (>  p  m. 
The  season  for  trout  will  be  over  on  Oct.  1,  but  the 
rod  may  bs  taken  out  for  a  chance  peal  throughout 
October.  Upoil  the  whole  it  has  been  a  good  trout 
season,  and  in  the  best  portions  of  this  river  there 
is  undoubtedly  a  good  stock  of  fish  left  for  breeding. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  is  a  trifle 
thicker  this  evening  (Wednesday).  It  has  been 
much  too  bright  for  successful  angling.  The  weeds 
are  now  diminishing  with  the  approaching  cold,  and 
it  should  be  all  right  by  this  week-end.  The  dykes 
here  are  running  a  bit  coloured,  and  must  improve 
matters  piscatorially. — A.  Scard. 

  (Huntingdon). — Water  exceedingly  clear; 

fish  dead  off  the  feed,  and  in  my  opinion  they  will 
remain  so  until  sufficient  rain  falls  to  colour  the 
water. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — More  suitable  weather  for  grayling  angling 
than  has  been  experienced  in  this  neighbourhood 
receptly  could  not  possibly  be  desired,  and,  judging 
from  appearances,  there  ^is  at  the  time  of  writing 
every  prospect  of  a  continuation  of  the  sharp  frosty 
nights  followed  by  brilliant  sunshine  all  through  the 
day  with  which  we  are  now  so  much  favoured. 
Luring  the  past  week  the  takes  of  grayling  have 
been  very  good  from  the  Vyrnwy  above  and  below 
the  village  of  Llanymynech,  and  also  from  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Tanat,  and  more  trout  have  also 
been  captured  iu  these  streams  recently  than  for 
some  time  past.  In  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  as 
well  as  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  several  pike 
have  been  landed  as  well  as  chub,  perch,  roach,  and 
dace. — Vyrnwy. 


TriiiuT,  Sea-Thoct,  ANii  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
st.i.-ks  ill  the  khmdoiii.  Sipecial  attention  giveu  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selcetions  made  np-for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  easts  for 
river  or  lalie,  Is.  (id.  eaeh.  Suitaljle  selections  made  for  any  water. 
E.vtra  fine  undrawn  gut  easts,  3  yards,  made  from  speeially 
.selected  gut,  Is.  eaeh.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  Tfilh.  of  sea  trout  being  killed  with  one 
ea.st.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  Od.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  (|ualilv, 
!M.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  IJepot,  ly,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  " piaeator,  Leeds." 


Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — We 

have  experienced  fine  weather  during  the  past 
week.  Our  rivers  are  too  low  and  bright  for 
successful  sport.  Several  anglers  have  fished  the 
Ouse.  A  few  good  roach,  a  pike  of  61b,,  and  a  chub 
of  2JIb.  are  notified.  A  nice  tench  of  21b.  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Watson  in  the  Isfield  district,  and 
roach  by  Mr.  Snelgrove.  Roach  and  bream  from 
the  Cuckmere  at  Alfiiston  were  captured  by  Mr. 
Holme?,  the  heaviest  bream  IJlb.  and  IJlb.  Mr.  A. 
Gunn  had  roach  and  bream  from  the  same  source. 
Chichester  Canal  has  yielded  bream  up  to  I  Jlb., 
some  sizeable  roach,  and  a  nice  pike  of  71b.  was 
taken  recently  from  near  the  Ash  Tree  swim.  A 
few  nice  eels  have  been  st cured.  Mr.  Barden,  fish- 
ing the  Rother,  secured  a  nice  csrp  of  3|lb.  on 
single  hair  line  while  roach  fishing  ;  twenty  minutes 
elapsed  ere  he  could  land  the  fish  on  the  light 
tackle,  Bass  up  to  2 Jib.,  and  some  nice  conger, 
codling,  and  flatfish  have  been  taken  from  Chichester 
harbour. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  feme  is  in  order  for 
fishing.  Grayling  have  been  moving  well,  and  a 
number  of  rods  have  been  out.  Bottom  fishing  has 
accounted  for  good  lots  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  and 
perch.  Near  Day's  Mill  some  very  good  trout  and 
grayling  were  landed  with  fly  and  maggot.  Pros- 
pects for  next  week  are  good.  Pike  fishing  is 
improving. — S.  Ludlow.  ■ 

  (Tenbury).— The  water  is  running  low  and 

clear.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
some  very  nice  grayling  and  one  or  two  trout  have 
been  landed.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport 
being  had   amongst  grayling  in  this  district. — 

WORt'ESTEE. 

Torcross  Ley. — Weather  fine.  The  Ley  is  in 
capital  condition,  and  fairly  clear  of  weeds,  and  no 
difficulty  in  spinning  for  pike.  Good  eport  every 
day.  Mr.  F.  Q.  Cox,  who  has  been  here  a  fortnight, 
has  caught  a  great  many  pike,  and  over  100 
perch  and  rudd  per  day  besides. — W.  Vickeby. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — These  rivers  are  still  very  low,  though  a 
steady  downpour  of  rain  on  Saturday  and  most  of 
Sunday  has  improved  the  conditions  somewhat 
from  the  angler's  standpoint.  A  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  I  hear  of  decided 
improvement  in  the  sport  obtained.  On  the  Coquet 
sport  has  been  better  than  for  some  time  past. 
At  Weldon  Bridge  some  nice  baskets  of  ttout 
have  been  taken  with  fly — Red  Quill  and  Orange 
Partridge  chiefly.  At  Acklington  several  bull- 
trout and  salmon  have  been  taken.  Sport  on  tho 
Tyne  has  improved  also.  Some  nice  trout  were 
taken  at  Corbridge  on  Monday,  Sept.  26,  and  at 
Bellingham,  mostly  with  fly.  The  AIn  is  very  low 
and  trout  shy,  the  finest  gut  and  small  flies  being 
necessary  to  make  even  a  fedr  basket.  On  Friday 
and  Saturday,  Sept.  23  and  24,  Mr.  Hardy  got 
baskets  of  thirteen  and  sixteen  respectively.  Mr. 
Burn  got  a  nice  trout  of  1  Jib.  on  Saturday,  Sept.  24. 
Mr.  Meech,  on  Thursday,  Sept.  22,  got  eight  trout, 
and  a  sea-trout  of  2}lb.  A  good  heavy  flood  is 
wanted  to  bring  up  the  big  ones,  which  can  be  seen 
jumping  at  the  river  mouth  each  tide.  The  Till  is 
well  worth  a  visit  just  now,  grayling  being  plentiful 
and  giving  good  sport.  Killing  flies :  Bed  Tag,  Red 
Quill,  Golden  Dun,  Orange  Partridge,  and  Red 
Spider. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk).— The  river  still  remains  very  low 
and  clear,  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  at  the  time 
of  writing  whether  there  will  be  any  angling  worthy 
of  note  during  the  remainder  of  the  season.  On 
Sept.  21  Sir  George  Kekewich  kUled  two  salmon  in 
the  Crows,  weighing  71b.  and  91b. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).- These  rivers 
still  keep  in  very  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  some 
nice  catches  of  both  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
obtained.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the 
Wye  have  creeled  some  very  good  fish,  mostly  gray- 
ling. Trout  have  risen  well  in  the  evening,  esj)eci  ally 
on  the  Derwent.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland,  fishing  this  river 
near  Matlock  Bridge,  on  Friday,  Sept.  23,  took  three 
verynice  trout  with  Ash  Dun,  and  again  on  Tuesday, 
Sept.  27,  one  trout  weighing  over  lib.,  losing  several 
others.  These  were  taken  from  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  A.A.'s  water.  The  Darley  Dale  portion 
of  the  Derwent,  yielded  baskets  ranging  from  two 
to  five  brace.  Mr.  Hassam,  fishing  below  Cromford, 
on  several  occasions  has  taken  two  or  three  brace, 
also  other  members  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
A.  A.  have  landed  a  nice  lot  of  good  fiah.  The  pros- 
pect is  very  good  for  the  fly,  as  the  water  is  low  and 
the  weather  very  favourable.  Useful  flies  :  Aah  Dun, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Grey  Quill,  Red  Quill,  Red  Tag, 
Black  Gnat,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oasa, 
ate.  (Torks). — Angling  in  our  Yorkshire  streams 
has  been  uncertain.  Very  few  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore,  Swale,  and 
Wharfe.    Sport  has  only  been  moderate  owing  to 
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BURBERRY-PROOF 


THE 

SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  The  best  Hshing  hat 
ever  used.  You  can  have 
it  as  light  as  you  like, 
and  yet  it  will  keep  out 
any  amount  of  rain,  and 
the  peak  protects  the 
eyes,  eai-a.  and  back  of 
neck."— FiMng  Gazette. 


Every 

Bnrberry-Proof 
bears  a 
Burberry  Label 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 

Provide  the  Angler 
with  every  need— 


(1)  Protection  from 
Wet  in  ^li  forms. 

(2)  Self- Ventilation. 

(3)  Coolness  and  Light- 
ness. 

(4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


No  kit  in  the  world  gives 
such  freedom  of  swing  to 
the  arms.  A  characteristic 
essential  not  only  to  Anglers, 
but  for  the  devotees  of  all 
other  forms  of  Sport.  Looks 
smart  as  well  as  workman- 
like, and  unparalleled  for 
excellence  of  material  and 
design. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

riiori)u;.'lily  adapted  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  angler.  Double  lirini, 
arraD;;ud  to  hold  casts  and  Hies,  <fcc. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregiiuatioDS  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  <iuali- 
ties,  whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  of  any 
kind  in  the  open  air. 


BURBERRY  FISHING  SUIT. 


FISHINQ  slip-on. 


30,  31,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON  ;  &  BASINGSTOKE, 

.  ANGLERS'   HOTEX^S,   FISHHSTG   QUARTERS,  Sec. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires  ;  "  Gulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 

X..ougb  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 
ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acrea  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  8,(KX}  acres  of  Giouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
alwayi  tn  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T  WAUOHTON,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  Rivep,  and 

Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 

Fishery. 
H  A  ISr  L  O  N'  S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

BRIMPTON,  near  READING. 


BERKSHIRE  TROUT  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early,  for  delivery  in  October  and 
November,  and  secure  the  best  fish. 
Send  post  card  for  prices  to  Managbb. 


GRAYLING  FISHING. 


ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
FuEUEKic  Hugues,  Architect, Worcester. 


HERNE  BAY 

ANGLING  COMPETITION 

(Boat  and  Pier), 

OCTOBER  29,  30,  and  31, 


Open  to  all  Members  of  bona  fide  Angling  Clubs. 

TWENTY-ONE  VALUABLE  PRIZES. 

Entx^ies   close   on    24ttli.  October*. 


JOSEPH  GRIPPER,  Hon.  Secretary, 

Station  Road,  Heme  Bay. 


GRANT'S  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious  Liqueur  in  the  World. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 

Nice  with  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water.    Sold  by  Wine  Merchants  and  at  Restaurants. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Ciowq  8vo.,  12«.  6d. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunatan's  Hou»e,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 
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the  clear  state  of  the  water.  A  few  fish  have  been 
caught  with  the  upstream  worm  and  minnow  in  the 
districts  of  Wensley,  Danby,  and  Jervaulx  Abbey. 
Very  little  is  being  done  on  the  Clifton  and 
Maaham  lengths.  One  or  two  decent  baskets 
of  fish  have  been  caught  at  Tanfield  and  Ripon. 
Coarse  fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  has  been  quiet, 
a  few  Small  jack  have  been  caught  at  Borough- 
bridge  and  Myton.  Very  few  anglers  have  been 
out  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe.  In 
the  Burnsall  lengths  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  sport  has  only  been  moderate.  A 
few  grayling  have  been  caught  in  the  Ilkley 
length  with  fly.  In  the  lower  reaches  fdir 
sport  has  been  met  with  in  the  Collingham 
and  Boston  Spa  lengths.  On  Monday,  Sept.  20, 
Mr.  Tribune  caught  eight  fish  with  the  up-stream 
worm.  Mr.  Stead  caught  eighteen  nice  grayling 
with  the  fly,  the  best  flies  being  Black  Midge  and 
Blue  Hawk.  Sport  has  improved  on  the  Derwent 
in  the  district  of  Yeddingham,  Mr.  Gibson,  of  York, 
having  fair  sport,  including  a  pike  of  (ilb.,  caught 
with  live  bait  on  paternoster,  and  a  fine  grayling 
of  31b.  5ioz.,  caught  with  swimming  a  maggot.  A  few 
pike  have  been  caught  in  this  district  with  spinning 
preserved  sprat.  Mr.  Wasteriiian  landed  one 
weighing  81b.  2oz.  The  Nidd,  Rye,  and  Costa  are 
running  very  clear.  Sport  is  quiet  on  these  streams, 
and  will  not  improve  until  rain  falls.  Best  flies  : 
Blue  Hawk,  Black  Midge,  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Palo 
Autumn  Dun,  and  Red  Tag. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnaoealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.). 

- — Although  the  season  is  now  far  advanced,  and 
the  weather  at  times  cold  and  boisterous,  some 
good  baskets  have  been  made  since  last  reported. 
On  Sept.  17,  Messrs.  Smallpieoe  and  Welch  landed 
forty  trout,  lUb.,  on  Loch  Urigill ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Welch,  thirty-five,  on  Loch  Boarlan.  On  19th, 
Mr.  Bannatyne,  on  Loch  Urigill,  seventeen,  4Jlb ; 
Messrs.  Smallpiece  and  Welch,  on  Loch  Cama, 
fourteen,  4^1b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch,  on  same  loch, 
eight,  31b.  On  20th,  Messrs.  Welch  and  Smallpiece, 
on  Loch  Cama,  eight,  41b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch, 
also  on  Loch  Cama,  eight,  31b.  On  21st,  Mr. 
Bannatyne,  on  Loch  Cama,  nine,  31b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Welch,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty,  81b. ;  Messrs. 
Smallpiece  and  Welch,  on  same  loch,  sixteen,  61b. 
On  22nd,  the  last  named,  on  Loch  Cama,  six,  4Jlb. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  three,  51b., 
and  a  ferox  of  2^11).  with  fly  by  Mrs.  Welch  ;  Mr. 
Bannatyne,  on  Loch  Cama,  five,  21b. — B. 

Beauly. — Excellent  sport  continue?  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Beauly  river,  although  it  has  now 
fallen  very  considerably.  The  best  takes  during 
the  week  have  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Barry's  party 
at  Struy,  Mr.  Henderson's  party  at  Brauler,  Major 
Clarke's  Fasnakyle  party,  and  Mr.  Wills'  party  at 
Erchless.  Very  little  fishing  was  done  on  the  lower 
reaches,  where  the  best  takes  were  obtained  by  the 
Phipps'  party,  on  Beaufort  Castle  waters.  In  the 
tidal  waters  very  little  fishing  was  done,  the  river 
being  far  too  low.  Some  of  the  best  angling  ever 
obtained  on  any  loch  in  the  Highlands  haa  been 
obtained  this  season  by  Messrs.  Beaufort  and 
Sommerville  on  Loch  Achanalt,  in  Strathleven, 
Ross-shire.  The  trout  on  this  beautiful  loch  are 
the  heaviest,  as  well  as  about  the  nicest  shaped,  to 
be  got  in  the  whole  Highlands.  Some  extraordinary 
baskets  have  been  landed,  trout  up  to  71b.  in  weight 
having  been  grassed,  while  the  take  for  the  whole 
season  works  out  at  an  average  weight  of  31b.  8oz. 
par  fish.  Some  days  baskets  up  to  401b.  have  been 
landed  in  a  single  outing,  and  to  add  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  taking,  the  fish  were  very  lively,  and  afforded 
sport  quite  equal  to  salmon  and  grilse.  Nothing 
but  fly  was  used. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — A  good  many  sea- 
trout  have  been  taken  in  the  middle  and  lower 
reaches  of  the  Esk.  Salmon  are  numerous  in  the 
Canonbie  water  and  in  the  lower  stretches  of  the 
Double  water,  but  very  little  has  been  done  so  far 
with  salmon  since  the  nets  were  taken  off.  Fishing 
in  the  Netherby  reserved  water.  Major  Custerbarde, 
at  an  evening  fishing,  had  a  score  of  herling  and 
two  sea-trout,  and  at  another  fishing  twenty-five 
herling.  In  the  same  water  Mr.  Maken  creeled  a 
grilse  weighing  6Jlb.  and  fifteen  herling  at  Piets, 
below  Netherby  Hall.  At  a  night  fishing,  between 
LoDgtown  and  Netherby,  Mr.  Parka  caught  a  grilse 
weighing  SJlb.,  and  also  at  a  night  fishing 
Mr.  H.  Foster,  Longtown,  had  a  basket  of 
301b.  In  the  Canonbie  water  some  fair  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  past  few  days.  Mr.  Yatea 
creeled  fourteen  herling  ;  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  eighteen 
herling  and  three  sea-trout;  Mr.  David  Little,  four 
sea-trout  and  seventeen  herling;  Mr.  R.  Nelson 
had,  during  the  week,  forty-one  herling  and  five 
Rea-trout;  Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  seventeen  herling; 
Mr.  Armstrong,  a  sea-trout  and  thirteen  herling,  in 


Byreburn  water ;  Mr.  R.  Steele,  fifteen  herling  and 
a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  two  aea-trout  and 
twenty-five  herling ;  Mr,  T.  Johnstone,  a  nice 
basket  of  herling  and  yellow  trout  in  the  mid 
reaches.  Some  anglers  at  present  located  at  the 
Cross  Keys  have  had  good  aport  in  the  Double 
water  above  Scotch  Dyke-  Mr.  D.  Wood  had 
fourteen  herling  in  the  Bar  stream,  and  at  the  head 
of  the  Thistle  pool  good  catches  of  herling  were 
made  by  Mr.  T.  Henderson  and  other  anglers.  Dr. 
Anderson  creeled  twenty-five  herling  in  the  mid 
reaches  and  in  the  aame  water,  Mr.  J.  Wauchope 
had  one  sea- trout  and  eighteen  herling.  Sport  has 
somewhat  re'axed  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Eak. 
On  Sept.  23,  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  caught  two  aea-trout 
IJlb.  and  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Wilaon,  a  sea-trout  IJlb. ;  Mr. 
Thos.  Morrison,  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr. 
Story  a  similar  basket,  and  Measra.  Bell  and 
Borthwick  have  had  fairly  good  sport.  Some 
anglers  .staying  at  Mr.  William  Douglas's  Eskdale 
Temperance  Hotel,  L-ingholin,  have  had  average 
sport  with  sea-trout  and  herling,  while  a  few  burn- 
trout  continue  to  be  got  in  Ewes,  Wauchope,  and 
Tarras.  Sport  has  fallen  off  a  trifle  in  the  Liddle. 
In  the  upper  reaches  Mr.  Bow,  fishing  in  theTweeden 
Pool,  on  Sept.  23  (night),  creeled  nine  sea-trout  and 
some  herling,  and  at  another  fishing  he  had  five 
.seatrout;  Mr.  Ford  had  two  sea-trout;  Mrs. 
Newton  caught  a  few  herling  and  some  yellow 
trout,  and  in  the  lower  reaches  below  Pen  ton 
Bridge  Mesirs.  Graham,  Keen,  and  Armstrong  have 
had  baskets  of  herling  and  a  few  sea- trout.  Some 
average  takes  of  sea- trout  and  herling  are  being 
made  in  the  Duke's  rpserved  water  of  the  Esk,  and 
a  few  herling  are  being  got  in  the  Weaterkirk  water, 
with  an  odd  st-a-trout  now  and  then.  Mr.  T. 
Robinson  had  a  dozen  herling  in  the  Double  water. 

— GlLNOfKIE. 

Hebrideau  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  on  the  Rodel  waters 
for  the  week  ending  Sept.  24,  has  been  2  salmon, 
weighing  121b.,  and  l'2r>  sei-trout,  weighing  9()lb. 
The  salmon  weighed  (ilb.  each,  and  the  heaviest 
sea-trout  weighed  31b. — G.  D.  Stirling. 

luchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  Sept.  7, 
Capt.  Walker,  on  Loch  Awe,  nine  trout,  5lb.,  and 
one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  Oakley,  on  Gillaroo,  one 
trout,  3ilb.  ;  Mr.  Wilaon,  on  Gillaroo,  eight,  4lb. ; 
Mr.  Mercer,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  salmon,  91b.  ;  Miss 
Carrol,  on  Traligail,  one  sea-trout,  21b.  ;  Col.  Butler, 
on  Coldstream,  thirty  trout,  101b.  On  Sept.  9,  Capt. 
Walker,  on  Head  Assynt,  one,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Oakley,  on 
Castle  Bay,  two,  21b.  On  Sept.  13,  Mr.  H.  Oauley, 
on  West  Assynt.  one  sea-trout,  31b.  On  Sept.  14, 
Mr.  Wilson,  on  Loch  Awe,  six  trout,  31b.,  and  one 
grilse,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Oakley,  on  Skaig,  two,  31b. ;  Prof. 
Purdie,  on  West  Assynt,  four,  2lb.  On  Sept.  17, 
Mr.  Wilson  and  party,  on  Kylesku,  forty-five 
haddocks ;  Capt.  Walker  and  Mr.  Wilson,  on  Gana- 
vich,  fourteen  trout,  61b.  On  Sept.  20,  Mr.  WilHama, 
on  West  Assynt,  three,  31b.  (heaviest,  I  Jlb.) ;  Mr. 
Oakley,  on  Head  Assynt,  four,  31b. — W,  Wall4.ce. 

Isla  (Perth). — Though  there  is  still  a  fortnight  to 
the  legal  close  time,  angUng  on  the  main  stream  and 
its  tributaries  may  be  said  to  have  closed.  Very 
little  rain  has  fallen  during  the  last  six  weeks,  and 
the  streams  are  running  at  low  summer  level.  Very 
few  have  been  out  lately,  and  these  have  met  with 
very  indifferent  success.  The  shooting  tenants  have 
fished  the  lochs  on  off  days,  but  the  takes  have  not 
been  encouraging.  On  the  lower  reaches  salmon 
anglers  have  had  better  takes  than  for  several  years. 
There  are  many  fish  in  the  various  pools.  Sport 
would  be  better  if  there  was  more  water. — Iasgaib. 

Ziochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  Sept.  19,  Mr. 
Skinner,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Constable  (sea), 
twelve  various  fish.  On  Sept.  20,  Mr.  Good  all, 
seven  trout ;  Mr.  Skinner,  eleven  trout ;  Mr.  Joicey, 
eighty-two  haddock  and  whiting,  1621b.  On 
Sept.  22,  Mr.  Goodall,  one  salmon,  14Jlb  ;  Mr. 
Constable  (sea),  fifty-two  various  fish  ;  Mr.  Skinner 
(sea),  twenty-five  various  fish;  Mr.  Joicey  (sea), 
fifteen  various  fish.  On  Sept.  23,  Mr.  Constable 
(sea),  twenty-five  various  fish  ;  Messrs.  Goodall  and 
Skinner  (sea),  forty  various  fish.  On  Sept.  24,  Mr. 
Dean,  ten  trout,  2ilb. ;  Messrs.  Constable  and 
Goodall,  four  trout,  IJlb.  All  waters  haye  run  down 
to  next  to  nothing.  Blazing  sunshine  during  the 
day  and  frost  at  night.  Rain  much  required. — J. 
Mackenzib. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  prospects  are 
brightening.  Some  heavy  rains  have  fallen  since 
last  week,  and  although  not  sufficient  to  move  the 
rivera  to  any  great  extent,  yet  the  rise  has  had  the 
effect  of  moving  the  fish,  and  with  every  shower 
now  the  volume  of  the  river  will  increase.  There  is 
no  lack  of  fish.  What  is  mostly  wanted  is  an 
average  volume  of  water.  On  the  Mar  Lodge 
water,  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  enjoying 
a  first-class  season.  Lord  and  Lady  Farquhar 
have  been  on  the  water  with  her  almost  daily. 
On  the  Balmoral  roaches,  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  King's  guests,   and  the  Court  ofl&cials  are 


having  fair  aport,  chiefly,  of  course,  with  red  fish. 
Very  few  autumn  fish  are  into  the  Aboyne  reaches, 
and  none  but  "potted  chaps"  being  got  in  the 
Glentana  and  reaches  above.  On  the  Kincardine 
water  Mrs.  Pickering's  guest  had  a  beauty  of  1 91b. 
on  Sept.  17.  On  the  Kinneskie,  Knappach,  and 
Crathes  reaches  sport  has  been  very  poor.  Plenty 
of  fiah,  but  they  will  look  at  nothing.  On  the 
KincauBsie  water  Mr.  Irvin  Fortescue  creeled  one  of 
141b.,  and  Mr.  George  Davidson,  of  Wellwood, 
another  of  121b.  On  the  Banchory- Devenick 
section  Mr,  Robert  Clark  had  a  magnificent  salmon 
of  281b.,  fresh  from  the  sea,  on  Sept.  22.  On  the 
tidal  waters  splendid  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  are  now  being  got  by,  among  others, 
Messrs.  Mutch,  Robertson,  Duthie,  Jamieson,  and 
Mackay.  Don.  —  The  river  rose  slightly  on 
Monday  with  the  previous  day's  rains,  and  it 
was  a  sight  to  see  the  rush  of  magnificent  fish 
crossing  the  sand  bar,  which  so  effectually  closes  up 
the  mouth  of  this  magnificent  stream.  A  good  few 
salmon  and  sea-trout  have  been  got  on  the  Countess 
of  Suffolk's  Grandholm  reaches  and  the  Woodaide 
section,  but  none  farther  inland.  On  Monday  every 
inch  of  the  river  was  covered,  and  good  baskets 
were  made  by  those  using  the  worm.  On  the 
Ythan,  Cruden  Burn,  and  Ugie  good  sport  is  now 
the  order  of  the  day.  At  Cruden,  on  Sept.  26,  Mr. 
Collieston,  Aberdeen,  had  three  sea-trout  up  to 
3^1b.,  and  a  good  basket  of  other  fish,  losing  a  fine 
salmon  after  an  excitint;  run.  The  month  of 
October  promises  to  be  the  best  of  the  season. — 
G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Sport  rapidly  falling  off. 
Ltist  week  it  was  as  follows: — On  Sept.  21,  Mr. 
Bilbrough,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salmon 
of  151b.,  and  on  23rd,  two  salmon,  which  weighed 
16lb.  and  81b.  At  the  beginning  of  this  week 
excellent  weather  set  in. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan  is  quite  as  low 
as  during  July,  and  with  the  favourable  moonlight 
this  week  some  capital  baskets  of  herling  are  being 
caught  in  the  lower  waters  with  night  fly.    One  rod 
had  twenty-one  herling  the  other  night.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell McLean  had  eight  good  herling  on  Thursday  : 
night,  Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie  landed  four  on  the  same 
evening,  and  Mr.  T.  Shortridge  Tweedie  took  eight  i 
in  the  Howes  Pool.    Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  has  takan  i 
from  a  dozen  to  eighteen  every  night  he  has  bean  > 
out,  though  he  had  a  smaller  catch  (thirteen)  on 
Monday  night.    Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie  took  fifteen  ; 
herling  during  the  thunderstorm  on  Monday  night, 
Mr.  James  Loudon  having  a  fine  basket  on  the  same  ' 
evening.  Mr.  W.  Thomson  has  had  from  four  to  eight  ' 
herling.  Another  angler  had  seven  on  Monday  night,  i 
while  he  caught  seventeen  at  another  outing  and  ] 
fourteen  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  23.    Mr.  James  ^ 
Dixon  landed  nine  or  ten  herling  on  the  night  of  r 
Sept.  24  at  a  short  outing  in  the  Brewery  pool  with  * 
fly.    Other  rods  had  from  a  brace  to  six  herling  ' 
each.    On  Tuesday  night  Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie  took  ' 
ten  herling  in  the  Brewery  pool,  Mr.  Campbell 
McLean  had  eight,  Mr.  Jas.  Loudon  eight,  and 
another  rod  nine.    Mr.  T.  S.  Tweedie  had  a  good 
basket  in  the  Spittal  pool,  Mr.  Nicholson  had  a 
dozen,  Mr.  W.  Thornton  six ;  Mr.  Jas.  Bonner  had 
also  several  in  the  lower  waters.    The  Nith. — 
Night    fishers    are    taking   a    few   herling  with 
the    fly    by    fishing    after    dark    in  the  waters 
near    the    town.      Moderate  sport  is   also  re- 
ported from  the   Closeburn,   Auldgirth,  and  Mid 
Nithsdale  waters.     The  tributaries   are  too  low 
and  clear,  and  there  is  very  little  sport  on  the 
Cluden  and  Cairn.    The  Galloway  Rivers. — All 
the  rivers  in  the  Stewartry  are  very  low  and  clear, 
and  salmon  fishing  is  at  a  standstill.    A  few  trout 
are  being  caught  here  and  there.    In  the  Fleet  of 
Gatehouse    a    number  of  local  rods  have  been 
getting  herling  by  fishing  after  dark  with  fly. 
A  few  salmon  are  showing  in  the  pools  of  the 
Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire,  though  the   sport  is 
extremely  ^  quiet    on    every    beat   of    the  river. 
The    Urr    of  Dalbeattie   is   too  low  except  for 
night  fishing,  and  local  reds  are  having  moderate 
sport  after  dark.    The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — AngUng  for  salmon  is  at  a  standstill,  though 
there  is  some  fair  trout  fishing.    On  Loch  Doon  of 
Dalmellington  a  few  trout  have  been  taken  with  fly, 
but  the  calm  weather  has  been  against  heavy  creels. 
The  loch  fishing  in  the  district  is  now  at  an  end  for 
the  season.    The  Ayr,  as  also  the  Girvan  and  the 
waters  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kilburnie,  are  not 
affording  much  sport. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).  —  Owing  to  the  low  state 
of  the  water  last  week  little  was  done  by  anglers. 
In  the  earlier  part  of  the  week  sport  was  parti- 
cularly disappointing.  On  the  Gordon  Castle  water, 
on  Sept.  22,  ten  salmon  and  four  grilse  were  killed  ; 
on  Sept.  23,  seven  salmon  and  four  grilse ;  and  on 
Sept.  21,  four  salmon  and  two  grilse.  The  Prince 
of  Wales  is  expected  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  at  Gordon  Castle, 
Fochabers,  early  next  month. — J.  M. 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfacturer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AJVD  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 1  IVialloch's  New  King^fisher  Line, 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Green  heart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.       New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout, 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

^         This  Eeel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
"  Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  Tlie  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.    It  is  . 
perfect.    Your  dfessing  is  by  far  the  liest  I  have  seen.    When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

Tlie  Ear!  of  S.  writes  :  "The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  Iiow  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE,  ^fi  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 


Estd.  1839. 


(J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.)         Estd.  is39. 

WADING 
TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 

STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 

19,  PICCADILLY  { .,rsrrix„. ). 

Branch :  35,  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Corner  of  Jermyn  St.),  S.W. 


PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS  AND  MANUFACTURERS  OF  EVERY 
DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  RODS  AND  TACKLE. 


SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  &  LOCH  FLIES. 

The  "Favourite" 

Whole  Cane  Pike  Rod, 

10,  11,  or  12  ft.,  3  Joints,  Cane  Balanced  Handle,  15/-. 

DITTO,  with  2  Greenheart  tops  and  Cork  Grip, 
beautifully  balanced  and  finished,  21/-. 

SeiU  oti  iipprovaj. 


The  "Tewkesbury" 

Roach  and  Bream  Rod, 

11,  12,  and  13  ft.  (very  light  ).  Cane  Centre,  Greenheart 
Top,  splendid  value,  10/6. 


LIVE    BAIT   AND    SPINNING  TACKLE. 


LISTS  ±^REE. 


TESTIlVrONIAi:.. 

Hebtpord,  Sept.  8,  1901. 
1  am  sending  you  one  of  your  MuUum-in-Pai-vo  Rods  which  I  bought  some  years 
ago ;  it  lias  been  a  perfect  success.    I  have  used  it  in  preference  to  cane  built 
rods  costing  three  times  the  money,  and  have  killed  many  two  pounders  on  it. 
Please  fit  an  additional  top. — C.  B. 
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Tay. — The  '  River  Tay  during  the  past  week 
has  been  exceptionally  low,  and  little  sport  has 
been  obtained.  Mr.  Paget,  fishing  Islamouth  Beat, 
on  Sept.  23,  killed  one  salmon  of  181b.  Fishing 
Upper  Cargill  Beat,  on  Sept.  26,  Lord  Cairns  landed 
one  fish  of  151b.,  while  on  Lower  Cargill  his  lord- 
ship had  t-vo  fish  of  221b.  and  161b.,  on  Sept.  27. 
and  Mr.  Ward  one  fish  of  I6|lb.,  on  Sept.  22.  and 
a  grilse  of  61b.  on  Sept.  24.  Messrs.  P.  M.  and  W.  H. 
Coats,  fishing  on  Upper  Stobhall,  on  Sept.  26,  had 
two  salmon  of  201b.  and  18lb.,  and  a  grilse  of  91b., 
while  on  Lower  Stobhall  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  killed 
one  grilse  of  71b.  on  22nd,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  a  fish  of 
161b.  on  24th,  and  Capt.  Broadhurst  a  fish  of  14ilb. 
on  27th.  Fishing  Burnraouth  Beat,  on  21st,  Lord 
Hardwicke  killed  one  salmon  of  141b.  ;  on  the  24th, 
Mr.  G.  Andrews,  one  of  19lb, ;  on  the  27th,  Mr.  G. 
W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  a  grilse  of  l^tt).  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin, 
fishing  Lower  Stanley,  on  21st,  had  one  grilse  of  71b. 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Raphael  had  each  one  grilse 
of  71b.,  while  Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  killed  a  grilse  of 
li\h.  on  Sept.  23.  Fishing  Benchill  water,  Mr.  H.  M. 
Beddington  and  party  landed  four  salmon  of  231b., 
lOJlb.,  191b.  and  181b.  on  Sept.  24,  and  three  grilse 
of  61b.,  61b.  and  51b.  on  Sept.  27,  and  on  Catholes 
Beat,  on  Sept.  23,  one  salmon  of  14Jlb.,  and  a 
grilse  of  71b.  Mr.  Kerr,  fishing  Lower  Redgorton 
water  on  Sept.  23,  landed  four  grilse  of  71b.,  71b., 
61b.  and  51b.,  while  Mr.  Coats  and  Mr.  Brown,  fishing 
on  Lower  Battleby  on  Sept.  24,  had  one  fish  of 
16 Jib.,  and  Messrs.  Archd.  Coats,  Jas. .Coats,  and 
P.  D.  Malloch  two  salmon  of  221b.  and  121b.,  and 
two  grilse  of  71b.  and  4|lb.  on  Sept.  27. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — East  winds  and  bright  sunshine 
were  experienced  through  the  week,  and  this  river 
continued  to  be  reduced,  and  all  the  deep  sections 
where  the  fly  could  not  be  used  since  the  late  floods 
are  now  in  order.  Sport  continues  to  be  obtained, 
and  good  catches  are  expected  on  the  few  days  that 
remain  open  of  the  season,  which  closes  on  Sept.  30. 
Mr.  F.  McErlean  has  caught  three  grilse  6^16.,  71b., 
and  81b.  at  Portglenone  ;  Mr.  PuUen,  one  salmon, 
101b. ;  Dr.  Clements,  three  grilse,  5Jlb.,  SJlb.,  and 
SJlb.,  and  one  salmon,  181b. ;  Colonel  Rowan,  three 
grilse,  6|lb.,  81b.,  and  Spb.,  at  Kilrea,  and  Mr. 
Henderson,  thirteen  salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from 
6Jlb.  to  251b.  at  Movanagher. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Since  last  notes  no  rain 
has  fallen,  so  that  the  prospects  of  winding  up  the 
season  on  the  Sixmile,  Ciady,  Olenavy,  Crumlin, 
etc.,  which  close  Sept.  30,  are  very  poor.  At  Wood- 
bum  evening  fishing  slightly  improved,  but  is  yet 
much  below  the  average.  Stoneyford  Dam  closes 
on  Sept.  30.  In  two  evenings  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead 
killed  ten  trout  up  to  lib.,  and  another  angler  had 
a  catch  of  half-a-dozen  fish,  averaging  lib.  each, 
the  Wickham,  Claret,  Greenwell's  Glory,  and  Teal 
and  Red  being  amongst  the  killers. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry).  —  Sea-trout  have 
scarcely  afforded  any  sport  during  the  week,  and 
the  brown  trout  fishing  has  also  been  very  poor, 
The  season  closes  on  October  15. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney. — Though  the  weather  has  been  calm 
and  bright,  fair  sport  has  been  occasionally  had  at 
salmon.  Brown  trout  continue  to  rise  well  in  the 
late  evenings,  and  large  baskets  of  these  fish  con 
tinue  to  be  the  rule. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers' Hotel,  Oughterard). — 
On  Sept.  19,  Col.  Caufield  had  four  trout,  SJlb. ; 
Mr.  Flores,  three  fish,  41b.,  and  four  ducks ;  Mr. 
Perks,  seven  grouse  and  two  hares.  On  20th,  Col 
Caufield,  three  fish,  7ilb. ;  Mr.  Flores,  one  fish,  3flb., 
and  five  ducks;  Mr.  Heare,  with  Mrs.  and  Mr. 
Chambers,  six  fish,  8lb.  On  21st,  Mr.  Flores,  eight 
ducks  and  two  fish,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Heare,  thrte  fish, 
61b.  On  22nd,  Mr.  Heare,  two  fish,  81b.  On  23rd, 
Mr.  Heare,  three  fish,  11  Jib.  There  were  also  very 
good  bags  of  game  together  with  those  mentioned, 
and  a  fine  prospect  of  fish  rising  as  the  weather 
has  been  steady  during  the  past  week.  —  Thos. 
Naughton. 

Longh  Cnrraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry) 

The  weather  has  been  very  bright  and  calm,  and 
sport  on  the  whole  has  been  backward.  On  one 
day  Mr.  Connell  and  friend  caught  a  salmon  of 
14Jlb.,  and  five  sea-trout  and  four  brown  traut. 
The  other  takes  consisted  of  sea  and  brown  trout 
only,  and  ranged  from  four  to  eight  sea-trout  with 
about  four  sizeable  brown  trout  to  each  boat  daily, 
— T.  J.  D. 

nionme  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 

The  Mourn©  has  run  down  fine,  and  that  combined 
with  the  bright  weather  has  caused  a  falling  off  in 
salmon  fishing.  Since  last  report  Mr.  Dobson  has 
completed  a  bag  of  100  salmon  and  has  got  well  into 
the  second  century,  and  Messrs.  Spooner,  TurnbuU 
Smart,  Grant  Dalton,  Captain  Carter  and  Mr.  David 
Christie  had  8ucces3.  In  the  memory  of  local 
anglers  the  run  of  the  salmon  has  never  been  ex 
ceeded  in  numbers.  For  that  the  much-maligned 
Fishery  Company  may  be  thanked.    The  manage 


ment  has  spent  a  huge  sum  of  money  in  hatchery 
work  at  Newtown  Stewart  and  in  protecting  the 
spawning  grounds  during  the  close  months. — J.A.B. 

Oloy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Olayo). — Mr.  Wallace  and  friend  had  eight  jack, 
71b,  71b.,  8Jlb.,  101b.,  lO^lb.,  131b.,  171b.,  231b.;  also 
eighteen  trout,  largest  6Jlb.  Mr.  W.  Fair,  on  Sept. 
24,  five  trout,  largest  7ilb.,  a  beauty,  taken  on  the 
fly.  Palmerstown  river  fished  well  for  salmon  and 
grilse  during  the  past  week.  Wildfowl  very  plentiful 
in  the  estuary  of  the  Moy.  A  great  many  breeding 
fi?h  are  ascending  the  river. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— A  little  rain  has 
fallen,  but  apparently  it  is  but  a  temporary  break 
in  th^  spell  of  fine  weather  we  have  had  for  some 
time  past.  Prospects  of  sport  continue  very  favour- 
able, on  Landscape  Major  O'Grady  killed  one  peal. 
River  in  good  fishing  order. — ^J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Owing 
to  bright  and  dry  weather  during  September  the 
angling  latterly  has  been  the  reversi;  of  good.  Octo- 
ber is  always  one  of  the  best  autumn  months  for 
big  salmon,  and  make  up  for  dieappointmonts. — 
S.  J.  Hurley. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytauz  (Sept.  25). — Since  my  return  to  this 
country  I  have  not  gathered  that  much  angling  was 
done  in  the  Rhone  Valley  during  the  past  three 
months,  possibly  from  the  absence  of  other  than 
native  anglers.  Wishing  to  see  the  water  again 
before  the  season  closes  on  Sept.  30,  I  visited  the 
Stockalper  yesterday  with  the  Colonel.  The  day 
was  lovely,  calm  and  grey,  the  water  low,  and  for 
it  unusually  clear,  with  fleets  of  Upright  Duns 
passing  down,  while  the  trout  at  times  rose  briskly. 
Though  on  one  stretch  there  were  four  rods  in 
action  together,  the  catch  wm  not  large,  but  the 
trout  ran  -of  nice  size  up  to  half-pounders,  the 
Colonel  having  most  of  the  good  luck  with  bluish- 
olive  flies,  and  the  fiah  were  very  game,  well  fed, 
and  pink  fleshed,  only  one  or  two  being  returned  as 
undersized.  The  Vaudois  was  more  clouded,  with 
much  floating  herbage  going  down,  except  for  which 
it  was  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  The  Rhone 
was  as  full  of  suspended  matter  as  if  it  had  been 
still  the  hot  weather,  a  sort  of  molasae  tinted  snow- 
broth,  though  there  is  no  snow  in  sight  except 
on  the  high  summits  of  the  Dent  du  Midi,  Grand 
Combin,  etc. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Favoured  by  calm  seas,  fine  weather, 
and  any  amount  of  silver  whiting  to  catch,  boat 
anglers  have  been  off  in  great  force  during  the  past 
week.  On  Sept.  25  I  counted  over  fifty  boats  to 
the  [east  of  the  Palace  Pier.  The  majority  were 
about  a  mile  from  the  Kemp  Town  shore,  and  am 
glad  to  note  that  rods  are  coming  more  and  more 
into  favour  versus  hand  lines.  Dabs  are  also  very 
plentiful  and  in  excellent  condition. — H. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).  —  Pollack,  bream, 
whiting,  gurnard,  bass,  mullet,  scad,  etc.,  are  more 
numerous  around  here  than  they  have  been  for 
many  years,  and  all  anglers  out  have  been  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  the  sport  obtained. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  week-end  brought  down  quite  a  con- 
tingent of  anglers.  The  weather  was  very  fine  and 
delightful.  Sport  very  fair  down  the  bay  amongst 
whiting,  flatfish,  etc.  On  Sept,  27,  Mr.  Richardson 
and  friend  caught  thirteen  score  whiting  and  one 
and  a  half  score  dabs.  On  Sept.  28,  Mr.  King  had 
three  score  whiting  and  fourteen  dabs.  Tides  this 
week-end  suit  for  early  morning  fishing. — Edward 
Hanger. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  anglers  have  experienced 
■splendid  sport  lately,  although  the  extreme  calm  of 
the  last  two  days  has  rendered  it  somewhat 
slower.    On  Sept.  22,  some  good  catches  of  codling 
were    made    upon  the   afternoon    tide,  and  on 
the  following    day    whiting    and    codling  were 
very    plentiful.       Mr,     Titmus     took  premier 
honours  with    a  heavy  bag  of  fiflh,   the  largest 
of  which  scaled  just    on  51b.    During  the  day 
more  than    eleven    score    of     codling   came  to 
hand,  the  highest  catch  on  any  individual  rod 
amounting  to  twenty-six  fish.    Saturday,  Sept.  24 
again    proved   a  busy  day,  Messrs.  Hammond 
Woodhead,  Engelman,  and  others  making  very 
heavy  catches.     The  upper  deck  was  opened  to 
anglers  for  the  first  time  on  Sept.  25,  and  over 
40  rods  were  in  evidence  on  this  day.    The  day 
catch  proved  a  remarkable  one,  over  twenty-two 
score  of  codling  alone  being  caught,  the  largest 
fish    taken    by    Mr.    Baker    scaling     over  8lb, 
Monday's  catch  proved  poor,  the  only  notable  take 
falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Hammond,  who  had  thir 
teen  fish.    The  water  was  very  bright  and  clear  on 
Tuesday,  27th,  and  little  was  done  until  evening 
hours,  when  Mr.  Woodhead  and  several  others 
landed]  some  fine  codling,  the  heaviest  one  turning 
the  scale  at  61b. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 


Hastings. — Anyone  caring  for  a  few  days'  good 
sea-fishing  should  now  pay  us  a  visit.    W.e  have  an 
exceptional  amount  of  fish  here  just  now.  Whiting 
galore.     Four  of  our  members  out  on  Tuesday, 
namely,  Messrs.  Papps,  Bosant,  McCormick  and 
"■ergusson,  landed  with  1151b.  weight  of  fish — rod 
and  line.     Catches  comprised  whiting,  codling,  i 
plaice,  dabs,  "dogs,"  and  gurnard.  Others  have  had  I 
catches  equal  to  the  above.    From  the  piers  a  few  I 
have  had  good  sport  with  the  pollack,  bass,  whiting,  ■ 
and  codling,  but  the  night  fishers  have  done  by  far  ' 
the  best. — H.  Dowsett. 

Heme  Bay. — The  weather  was  too  rough  for 
week-end  anglers  to  have  much  sport,  but  on 
Monday  it  moderated,  and  nineteen  boats  were  out, 
when  fair  sport  was  obtained  with  the  whiting.  The 
water  was,  however,  thick  after  the  wind  from  the 
N.E.,  but  it  cleared  on  the  slack,  and  good  sport  is 
expected  for  the  next  few  days.  The  local  associa- 
tion have  now  issued  their  particulars  of  the  com- 
petition on  October  29,  30,  and  31. — J.  Qbipper. 

Lowestoft — Sea  fishing  has  not  very  greatly  im- 
proved during  the  past  week,  the  cold  winds  of  the 
previous  week  having  stopped  the  fish  coming  in  in 
numbers.  A  few  whiting  are  taken  daily,  but  inas- 
much as  they  appeared  oS  Cromer  in  shoals  on 
Sept.  25,  it  is  to  be  anticipated  that  they  may  show 
p  in  numbers  here  any  day.  Boats  in  the  roads 
have  been  doing  fairly  well.  Cod  and  codling  con- 
tinue and  fiatfiah  can  be  readily  taken.  Mr. 
Jackson-Scott,  fishing  on  the  north  pier,  had  a  fine 
sole  a  few  days  since,  and  several  smaller  soles  have 
been  taken  from  the  piers. — H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — Fine  weather ;  better  sport.  Messrs. 
Candler,  P.  Whittet,  and  W.  Whittet,  B.S.A.S.,  on 
Sept.  21,  had  25  pollack,  5  mackerel,  2  conger,  5 
quid,  and  about  100  bream  and  chad;  on  22nd, 
33  pollack  (largest,  81b.),  3  mackerel,  3  squid,  and 
about  80  various  bream  and  chad;  on  23rd,  31 
pollack  (largest,  71b.),  15  mackerel,  2  conger,  5  squid, 
and  about  80  bream  and  chad  ;  on  24th,  11  pollack, 
23  mackerel,  and  about  100  chad  and  "sploshers," 
and  good  takes  on  two  other  occasions.  Mr.  Cald- 
well, on  Sept.  24,  had  6  pollack  (largest,  161b.), 
1  meickerel,  2  conger,  and  about  50  various  small 
fish.  Good  takes  of  mackerel  on  hand-lines  off 
Looe  Bar — catches  200  down  per  boat.  Off  Newlyn 
Pier,  catches  70  down  per  boat.  Pier  fishing  :  Good 
sport  with  sma'l  pollack,  and  at  Newlyn  rare  fua 
with  "  sploshers"  (half-grown  bream).  One  rod, on 
Sept.  24,  took  4  pollack,  5  scad,  and  112  "sploshers." 
Mr.  Jubb,  on  Sept.  27,  had  80  mackerel,  2  scad, 
1  dory,  12  gurnard,  2 chad. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — I  am  pleased  to  see  there  is  a  change 
in  the  wind.  During  last  week  the  prevailing  one 
was  east,  and  we  rarely  get  much  sport  either  at 
sea  or  on  the  piers  at  such  times.  The  whiting 
boats  have  not  been  doing  so  well,  but  the  deep  sea 
trawlers  have  been  bringing  in  fairly  good  ciUches. 
A  few  mullet  and  bass  have  been  taken  from  the 
piers  and  rocks  in  the  Hamoaze,  and  also  at  Mill 
Bay.  I  hear  that  at  this  last  place  they  are  catch- 
ing a  lot  of  John  Dorys.  The  sport  has  been  better 
at  Looe  and  at  Fowey,  where  the  pollack  have  been 
going  for  the  365D  bait;  and  I  also  had  good 
reports  from  Galway,  Donegal,  and  Ballinskelligs, 
where  the  fish  have  been  running  very  large,  and 
they  have  been  obliged  to  use  the  baits  tied  on  No.  1 
Exeter  hook,  which  measures  about  l|in.  from 
point  to  shank,  several  of  the  fish  weighing  from 
151b.  to  201b.  Two  gentlemen,  fishing  at  anchor 
about  a  mile  off  Port  Wrinkle,  caught  twenty-eight 
pollack,  largest  121b.,  and  fourteen  conger  last  night 
(Sept.  26)  in  two  hours.— W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — The  strong  east  wind  that  made 
fishing  impossible  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  week 
fell  on  Saturday  (Sept.  24),  and  in  the  afternoon 
some  thirty-five  boats  were  out,  all  doing  well,  the 
takes  varying  between  four  and  eight  score  of  fish, 
chiefly  whiting,  codling,  and  a  few  dabs.  On 
Sept.  25  more  boats  were  out,  with  better  results, 
nine  to  fourteen  score  of  fish  being  common.  Many 
boats  are  now  fishing  on  their  own,  and  the  fish  are 
plentiful  right  round.  Mr.  Laker  has  had  one  or 
two  nice  bass  and  some  flatfish  from  the  West  Pier, 
and  some  nice  silver  eels  and  flounders  have  been 
taken  in  the  harbour.  The  present  prospects  for 
week-end  sport  are  splendid. — Grey  Mullett. 

Tenby  (South  Wales). — Owing  to  a  continuance 
of  strong  easterly  winds  very  little  has  been  done 
during  the  past  week  or  ten  days  by  either  pier  or 
boat  anglers  beyond  the  capture  of  a  few  bass.— H. 

Wexmouth. — The  weather  has  shown  a  decided 
improvement  this  week,  which  makes  it  better  for 
angling.  There  is  quite  a  small  fleet  of  boats  going 
out  every  day  for  the  mackerel,  which  are  now 
being  caught  by  the  score  on  hook  and  line,  one 
trentleman  taking  over  eleven  dozen  on  Monday. 
The  harbour  and  backwater  are  also  abounding  in 
fish,  baes  and  pollack  principally.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Cass  took  one  of  3lb  ,  besides  sevei  al  smaller,  and 
on  Tuesday  Mr.  Beckett  landed  a  beauty  of  10|lb. 
from  the  landing  stage.— C.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 
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le  following  brief  preliminary  articles  about  the  Author  and 

From  "THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC" 

(London,  England). 

"  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  whose  reminiscences,  '  After  Work,'  are 
coining  from  Mr.  Heinemann  this  autumn,  has  been  the  doyen  of  the 
publishincj  trade  since  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Smith,  of  '  Dictionary 
of  National  Biography  '  fame.  This  is  by  no  means  the  first  time  that 
Mr.  Marston  has  turned  author,  for  he  has  a  list  of  about  a  dozen 
other  volumes  to  his  credit,  one  of  which,  describing  his  visit  to  the 
Rockies  in  188.5,  has  gone  through  Hve  editions.  Every  good  fisherman, 
too,  knows  and  appreciates  his  work  as  the  '  Amateur  Angler,'  and 
the  publLshing  trade  itself  will  always  think  of  him — as  he  thought  of 
his  friend  Blackraore — as  'a  singularly  modest,  genial,  high-minded 
Engli.sh  gentleman.'  The  story  of  his  sixty  odd  years  of  publishing 
cannot  fail  to  prove  a  valuaVjle  contribution  to  the  existing  literature 
on  the  history  of  bookselling — at  present  miserably  inadecjuate — quite 
apart  from  its  general  interest.  '  A  publisher's  experience,'  writes 
Mr.  Marston,  '  is,  on  the  whole,  uneventful  and  monotonous  enough, 
and  his  dealings  with  authors  for  the  most  part  confined  to  the  plain 
business  between  them ' ;  but  Mr.  Marston's  relations  with  his  authors 
were  of  the  f)ld-fashioned,  intimate  kind.  To  Bhick  and  Blackmore,  for 
instance,  he  was  their  per.sonal  friend,  as  well  as  their  publisher,  and 
he  has  many  good  stories  to  tell  concerning  tliese  and  other  distinguished 
authors  with  whom  he  has  been  associated." 


his  book  have  already  appeared  (among  many  others)  :— 

From  "THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY" 

(New  York). 

"  Under  the  happy  title  of  'After  Work  :  Fragments  from  the  Work- 
shop of  an  Old  Publisher,'  Edward  Mar.ston,  F.R.G.S.,  the  veteran  head 
of  the  house  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston  tfe  Co.,  to  which  post  he  came  so 
many  years  ago  on  the  retirement  of  Sampson  Low  the  elder,  is  to 
publish  a  volume  of  personal  reminiscences  covering  a  connection  with 
the  business  of  bookselling  and  publishing  in  Great  Britain  for  over 
sixty  years.  '  It  was  in  the  forties  '  that  Mr.  Marston  went  to  London, 
and  was  engaged  by  Sampson  Low  as  an  assistant,  and  so  came  into 
relation  with  Macaulay,  the  Pollocks,  G.  P.  R.  James,  and  other 
authors,  and  with  the  original  Harper  Brothers,  and  was  associated 
with  the  start  of  The  Publishers'  Circular.  From  1856,  nearly  fifty 
years  ago,  when  he  became  a  partner  in  the  house,  he  came  more  and 
moi'e  into  close  relations  with  noted  authors,  American  and  English, 
and  some  of  the  reminiscences — as  those  of  Mrs.  Stowe,  Hem-y  M. 
Stanley,  and  others,  will  add  much  to  the  biographical  data  as  to 
those  distinguished  people.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  book  will 
1)6  of  particular  interest  to  the  trade,  and  of  general  interest  to  the 
reading  public.  William  Heinemann  will  be  the  English  publisher, 
and  Charles  Scribner's  Sons  the  American  publishers." 


LONDON:  WILLIAM  HEINEMANN,  20  and  21,  Bedford  Street. 

NEW  YORK:   CHARLES  SCRIBNER'S  SONS,  153  to  157,  Fifth  Avenue. 
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"  The  enmity  of  fools  is  not  so  dangerous  as  their 
friendship." 

The  annual  exhibition  of  sea  fieliing  tackle  of  the 
BritLsh  Sea  Anglers'  Society  will  take  place  at  the 
headquarters,  4,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street,  E.  C,  on 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  October  12,  13. 
and  14  next,  between  the  hours  of  12  (noon)  and 
5  p.m.  Ladies  and  gentlemen  intfrested  in  the 
sport  of  sea  angling  will  be  admitted  on  presenta- 
tion of  their  visiting  cards. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company  has  published 
new  time  tables  for  October,  when  the  usual  winter 
service  comes  into  operation.  There  ara  several 
improvements  in  the  express  services,  notably 
accelerations  of  some  of  the  existing  trains  and  the 
establishment  of  new  connections. 


The  fish  hatchery  at  the  New  York  Aquarium  is 
again  in  active  operation.  Early  in  the  year  it  was 
stocked  with  eggs  of  the  following  species  :  Rainbow 
trout,  brook  trout,  lake  trout,  brown  trout,  California 
salmon,  Atlantic  salmon,  landlocked  salmon,  and 
whiteSsh.  The  California,  or  Quinnat,  salmon  eggs 
have  already  hatched,  and  the  fish  will  be  reared  at 
the  Aquarium  for  exhibition  purposes,  as  this  is  a 
species  seldom  seen  there.  Most  of  the  other  young 
fish,  with  the  exception  of  the  whitefish,  will  be 
distributed  in  New  York  waters.  Last  year  the 
output  of  the  hatchery  was  over  2,000,000  fish, 
representing  about  one  dozen  different  species.  A 
good  series  of  each  was  retained  for  exhibition. 
Owing  to  the  difficulty  usually  experienced  in  the 
Government  fish  hatcheries  in  raising  whitefish 
in  confinement,  nearly  all  those  hatched  at  the 
Aquarium  were  sent  to  Lake  George.  The  few 
individuala  retained  were  given  special  care,  and  the 
results  warrant  a  serious  attempt  at  raising  all  of 
this  year's  fry.    They  now  have  specimens  Cin.  long. 


"I  ALvs^AYs  hate," 
The  mermaid  said, 

"  To  swim  upon  the  seas. 
And  often  pause 
In  doubt  because 
I  fear  a  spanking  breeze," 


On  page  256  will  be  found  an  article  entitled 
"The  Angler  in  Nature's  Art  Gallery,"  written  by 
an  angler  who  is  close  upon  eighty- seven  years  of 
age.  Only  as  leeently  as  Monday,  Sept.  19,  he  took 
part  in  a  competition  of  the  Leith  Angling  Club, 
starting  from  Waverley  to  Kelso.  Without  a  doubt. 
Mr.  M.  Winlay  is  a  most  observant  student  of 
Nature.  In  the  current  issue  of  the  Leith  Burghs 
Pilot  he  discourses  volubly  and  scientifically  on 
"Electricity."  May  he  live  long  to  brighten  the 
lives  of  his  many  admiring  friends. 


Fishing  with  rod  and  two  lines'off  Langley  Point, 
near  Pevensey  Bay,  on  Sept.  26,  Mr.  John  Hide, 
jun.,of  Meads,  Eastbourne,  and  two  friends,  caught 
just  over  1501b.  of  fish,  consisting  of  whiting,  dabs, 
and  eels. 


Mb.  Frank  Gosdkn,  of  460,  Oxford-road.  Read 
ing,  is  well  known  to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
more  particularly,  perhaps,  to  salt-water  anglers  on 
account  of  his  famous  preserved  muasela,  which  he 
sends  to  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is 
with  great  regret  that  I  hear  of  the  almost  sudden 
death  of  his  wife  after  fifty  years  of  happy  married 
life.  Mr.  Gosden  may  rest  assured  that  he  has  the 
sympathy  of  all  his  numerous  friends  and  acquain 
tances. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  am  enabled  to 
record  the  fact  that  Mr.  Pinoott  Hill  has  almost 
recovered  from  his  long  and  serious  illness.  Writing 
me  from  the  Clarendon  Hotel,  Deal,  he  says:  "On 
Sept.  25  I  had  a  good  catch  of  fish,  including  fifty 
five  codling,  averaging  quite  a  pound  and  a  half, 
and  many  other  small  fish."  He  has  also  recently 
had  some  good  fishing  at  Grove  Ferry,  where  he 
captured  a  roa«li  of  lib.  12Joz.,  and  many  over 
lib.  8oz.,  all  of  which  goes  to  prove  there  are  some 
good  fish  in  the  Sussex  Stour,  and  that  Mr.  Hill' 
right  hand  has  not  lost  its  cunning. 


"  Wb  meet  the  extravagant  woman  at  the  bargain 
counter,"  says  Judge.    " '  Why  do  you  spend  so 
much  money  ?  '  we  ask.    '  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
lay  by  something  for  a  rainy  day  '! '    With  a  merry 
gurgle  of  laughter,  she  replies,  '  Goodness,  No  ! 
never  go  shopping  on  rainy  days.'  " 


A  PARTY  of  anglers,  consisting  of  Messrs."  Lincoln 
senior  and  junior),  Perrin,  and  two  friends,  started 
fishing  at  Stalham  on  Sept.  4,  and  visited  Barton 
Broad  on  Sept.  5  and  0,  and  Hickling  Broad  on 
Sept.  7,  8,  and  9,  when  they  had  taken  close  upon 
six  hundred  good  fish,  consisting  of  roach,  rudd, 
perch  and  bream. 

Saturday,  October  1,  is  the  commencement  of 
the  sea  angling  season — that  is  to  say,  that  members 
of  the  B.S.A.S.  may  from  that  date  till  March  :}1 
enjoy  certain  railway  privileges  for  fishing;  many  of 
of  the  south  coast  resoits.  Competent  judges 
predict  a  very  successful  season ;  although  some 
good  takes  will  probably  be  recorded  from  "  down 
south,"  yet  not  of  such  weights  as  were  taken 
from  Sept.  5  to  Sept.  22  by  fifteen  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  at  Ballycotton. 


We  can  all  procure  good,  reliable,  and  strong 
tackle,  and  provide  ourselves  with  steel- yards, 
say  up  to  401b.  ;  but  when  we  read  of  skate  up  to 
1051b.  being  hooked  and  landed  it  would  be  as  well 
to  take  some  larger  "  balances,"  as  the  following 
will  show:  "Mr.  Bastin  (one  of  the  fifteen  men- 
tioned) having  baited  his  hook,' laid  down  his  rod 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  little  refreshment.  Almost 
immediately  away  went  the  line  ;  a  heavy  tug,  and 
lo  !  the  trace  parted.  About  an  hour  afterwards 
Mr.  Heam  hooked  and  landed  a  skate  of  961b.,  when 
it  was  found  that  it  had  swallowed  a  large  bream 
that  had  taken  Mr.  Bastin'a  hook,  as  well  as  the 
trace  and  leads,  which  were  accordingly  returned  to 
the  rightful  owner." 


I  may  mention  that  the  scales  of  a  ketch  laden  with 
coal  which  had  just  come  into  the  harbour  were 
requisitioned  for  weighing  the  96-pounder.  I  have 
not  room  to  record  the  weights  of  all  the  fish  taken, 
but  there  were  skate  of  57,  98,  73,  45.  105,  96,  76, 
and  301b. ;  pollack  of  10,  12,  9. 12,  13,  12,  and  111b.  ; 
conger  of  20^,  23,  23,  28,  26,  26i,  20,  22,  and 
28Jlb. :  and  cod  of  24,  24^,  and'  181b.  As  to 
variety,  well  here  is  a  list  nf  what  were  taken: 
Wrasse,  scad,  bream,  hake,  pout,  shark,  ling, 
whiting,  gurnard,  etc.,  not  forgetting  crabs, 
lobsters,  crawfish,  piper  gurnards,  mackerel,  and 
mighty  dogfish.  I  am  fond  of  fishing  at  Deal,  but 
must  really  try  and  sample  Ballycotton. 


Away  to  tho  streamlet,  away,  away  ! 
The  Sun  is  up  in  his  realms  of  light. 
But  it  is  not  alone  from  his  captured  prey 
That  the  fisherman  wins  his  keen  delight. 
Ah,  no!  'tis  the  breath 'of  the  infant  day, 
'  ri^  the  air  so  fresh  and  the  sky  so  bright- 
In  these  is  the  fisherman's  best  delight. 


There  still  exists  an  old  tavern  in  London  with  a 
swinging  sign  above  the  entrance  upon  whose  surface 
is  painted  an  oyster  and  the  legend,  "The  Whistling 
Oyster,"  says  an  exchange.  One  of  those  inquisitive, 
sharp  Yankees  strolled  in  that  direction  one  day  and 
stopped  to  laugh  at  the  novel  sign,  then  entered  and 
asked  for  an  explanation.  "  Certainly,"  replied  the 
host.  "  Hi  tell  hit  hevery  hour  of  the  day  and  night. 
I  once  'ad  a  hoyster  given  me  as  was  the  curiousest 
hoyster  a-goin',  and  hit's  gospel  truth,  sir,  that 
hoyster  used  to  whistle  as  good  as  hever  you  'eard." 
The  Yankee  looked  at  the  publican  with  a  queer 
smile  in  his  eye  and  said :  "  I  don't  see  anything 
remarkable  in  that  oyster.  We  have  one  kind  of 
oyster,  and  there's  not  one  of  that  family  that  don't 
whistle.  Born  so,  you  know.  You  must  have 
imported  your  fellow  from  the  States.  I  know  a 
tavern-keeper  in  Maine,  town  of  Saco — you  may 
have  heard  of  it — no  ?  Well,  that  man  had  an 
oyster,  a  regular  saddleroeker,  don't  you  understand 
— and  there  wasn't  a  fly  anywheres  about  that 
tavern.  He  used  to  put  the  oyster  on  a  table  by  the 
window  and  flies  went  for  him,  'cause  he  smelt  salt, 
and  he  gobbled  them.  He  used  to  get  down  from 
the  table  " — "  Git  down  ?  "  questioned  the  publican 
with  a  smile.  "Yes,"  continued  the  Yankee,  "got 
down  by  a  string  and  followed  his  master  all  around 
the  house,  and  the  tavern- keep<?r  wouldn't  give  that 
oyster  his  dinner  till  he  whistled  '  Hail  Columbia' 
all  through.  He  often  sang  at  public  concerts.  All 
they  had  to  do  was  to  tickle  his  back  with  a  feather 
and  he'd  sing  anything.  He — "  But  the  publican 
had  vanished.  [That  "old  tavern"  does  not  now 
exist;  it  has  disappeared  for  L.C.C.  improvements.] 


At  the  King's  Theatre,  Hammersmith,  Shake- 
speare's "Merry  Wives  of  Windsor"  has  been 
played  during  the  week  to  crowded  houses  by  Mr. 
Tree's  Shakespeare  Repertoire  Company  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  Special 
mention  must,  however,  be  made  of  Mr.  Eardly 
Turner  as  "  Falstaff,"  Miss  Constance  Collier  as 
"The  Mistress  Ford."  Miss  Cicely  Richards  as 
"  The  Mistress  Page,"  and  Mr.  William  Haviland 
as  "Master  Ford."  The  scenic  effects  were  simply 
charming,  especially  the  moonlit  glade  at  the  end 
of  the  play.  Mr.  Mulholland  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  his  selection  of  the  various  companies  en- 
gaged, and  for  the  comfort  and  beauty  of  his  charm- 
ing theatre.  "La  Poup6e"  will  be  produced  during 
the  ensuing  week  by  the  principal  touring  company. 


The  Fishmongers'  Company  have  been  authori- 
tatively informed  that  the  statement  made  in  the 
Press  recently  that  the  late  Prince  Herbert  Bis- 
marck's illness  was  caused  through  eating  oysters 
is  without  foundation. 


He  had  fished  up  the  stream  and  down  the 
stream,  and  used  flies,  paste,  worms,  and  every 
other  form  of  bait  that  the  ingenuity  of  man  could 
devise,  but  without  result,  and,  as  he  wended  his 
way  homeward  at  the  close  of  the  day,  his  temper 
was  high,  and  his  fish-baskot  empty.  Still,  there 
was  no  occasion  to  publish  the  latter  fact  to  the 
whole  world,  so  when  he  met  a  friend  by  the  way, 
the  following  dialogue  ensued  :  "  Been  fishing  ?  " 
"Yes."  "Had  a  good  day's  sport?"  "Yes." 
"  What  did  you  catch  ?  "    "  The  6.30." 


"Hello!"  cried  the  policeman,  "reading  a 
paper,  eh  ?  I  thought  you  were  a  blind  man." 
"  So  I  am  during  business  hours,"  the  blind  beggar 
replied,  "  but  I'm  off  duty  now." 


During  the  erection  of  a  building  in  an  English 
town,  a  new  arrival  from  Ireland  was  given  a  job  as 
a  hod-carrier.  He  was  made  to  understand  that 
there  was  to  be  no  shirking  and  that  he  must  carry 
up  fourteen  bricks  in  every  load.  The  man  obeyed 
his  instructions  to  the  letter  while  bricks  were 
plentiful,  but  in  the  course  of  the  day  the  stock  was 
exhausted,  and  for  his  last  load  Pat  found  that  he 
had  thirteen  bricks  and  no  more.  Then  he  lifted 
up  his  voice  in  a  yell,  which  caused  a  dozen  heads 
to  be  thrust  over  the  wall  of  the  fourth  storey. 
"Hullo,  Pat,  what  are  ye  shoutin'  at  ?",  "Throw 
me  down  wan  brick,"  said  Pat,  pointing  to  his  hod, 
"  to  make  up  me  number  !  " 


Fly  ! 

He  shakes  the  boughs  that  on  the  margin  grow. 
Which  o'er  the  stream  a  waving  forest  throw. 
When  if  an  insect  fall  (his  certain  guide) 
He  gently  takes  him  from  the  whirling  tide. 
Examines  well  his  form  with  curious  eyes. 
His  gaudy  vest,  his  wings,  his  horns,  his  size ; 
Then  round  the  hook  the  chosen  fur  he  winds, 
And  on  the  back     speckled  feather  binds ; 
So  just  the  colours  shine  through  every  part 
That  Nature  seems  to  live  again  in  art. 


McLuBBEBTY :  "  Nora,  me  jewel,  Oi  hov  wan  for 
yez.  Av  a  man  is  born  in  Lapland,  lives  in  Finland, 
and  dies  in  Poland,  phwot  is  he  ?  "  Mrs.  McLubberty 
(promptly):  "A  car-r-rrpse."  McLubberty  (dis- 
gustedly) :  "  Begorra,  somebody  must  hov  told  yez  " 


As  recently  announced  the  prizes  won  in  the  South 
London  Visiting  List  Competition  were  to  have 
been  distributed  on  Monday  evening  last  at  the 
spacious  hall  of  the  North  Camberwell  Radical  Club, 
Albany-road,  but  so  much  time  was  occupied  by 
the  "  variety  enterteunment "  that  the  presentation 
had  to  be  postponed.  Members  and  friends  of  the 
North  Camberwell  Angling  Society  mustered  to  the 
number  of  nearly  one  thousand.  The  proceedings 
opened  with  a  few  clever  "turns"  (instrumental 
and  vocal),  succeeded  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade'a 
admirable  Lantern  Lecture,  '!  Holiday  and  Fishing 
Trips  by  the  S.E.  andC.R.  Railway."  The  lantern 
was  splendidly  manipulated,  and  the  numerous 
views  so  clearly  depicted  on  the  canvas,  and  so 
lucidly  explained  by  the  lecturer,  that  they  were 
loudly  applauded  by  the  vast  audience. 

*  *  4:  4:  4: 

We  were  taken  step"  by  step  from  London  to 
Ramsgate,  Margate,  Bioadstairs,  Deal  (with  views 
of  si  a  fishing  from  pier  and  boats),  Dover,  Folke- 
stone, including  some  capital  slides  of  the  Club 
Union  Convalescent  Home  at  Pegwell  Bay,  some  of 
the  most  prominent  anglers  of  the  day,  and  many 
good  freshwater  views  of  the  Medway,  Kentish 
Stour  at  Grove  Ferry,  C'hilham,  Wye,  etc.,  etc.  An 
excellent  concert,  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  J. 
Wells  and  C.  Chapman,  followed  the  lecture  and 
distribution.  During  the  evening  Mr.  J.  Patey,  the 
late  secretary,  was  presented  with  a  handsome  and 
massive  cruet  as  a  mark  of  the  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  by  the  members  of  the  club.  The  chair  was 
occupied  at  intervfvls  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  and 
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Provineial  flugliflg  ]lotes 

muit  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  of  late  has  been  everything  that 
could  be  desired  from  an  angling  point  of  view. 
All  our  rivers  and  pools  have  been  in  the  best  of 
order,  and  sport  on  the  average  has  been  good. 
It  is  a  fact  that  the  stewed  wheat  £ind  malt  on  the 
Avon  have  accounted  for  the  best  tabes  of  fish,  and 
as  a  rule  the  fish  taken  have  been  above  the  average 
size.  On  the  Severn  some  good  roach,  perch,  and 
dace  have  been  taken  with  the  maggot  and  wasp 
grub.  On  the  Trent  sport  has  been  good  ;  grayling 
have  been  moving  well  both  to  the  fly  and  maggot. 
On  the  Blythe  some  very  rice  grayling  have  been 
taken  with  the  maggot.  It  is  reported  that  the 
rivers  are  in  need  of  fresh  water,  but  they  have 
round  and  about  our  city  yielded  good  sport.  The 
River  Anker  has  been  fished  with  success,  both  by 
the  members  of  the  St.  George's  and  the  Birmingham 
Heath  Societies.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  latter 
society  have  had  some  very  good  catches  of  perch 
lately  with  the  aid  of  the  worm.  Several  bye- 
contests  are  on  the  card  for  competition,  but  as  the 
nights  are  drawing  in  it  is  deemed  advisable  not  to 
go  too  far  away,  and  the  Stratford  Canal  and  the 
Warwick  will  be  the  happy  hunting  ground.  Some 
good  fish  have  been  taken,  but  not  in  large 
quantities.  The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  have  added 
several  new  collections  of  specimen  fish  lately  to  their 
already  fine  collection,  and  the  club  bids  fair  to 
have  one  of  the  best  collections  in  our  city.  I  have 
heard  from  some  of  the  White  Swan  members  that 
they  have  had  some  good  sport  lately  from  their 
waters.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  22  the  prize  money 
won  at  the  Assaciation  Contest  at  Abingdon  was 
distributed.  The  usual  concert  was  held  prior  to 
the  distribution,  and  all  were  pleased  with  the 
programme  placed  before  them. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  fishermen  are  having  a  plethora  of  sport 
on  most  of  the  Fen  waters  just  now.  The  fish  have 
shown  considerable  activity,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  red  fins  have  given  bettor  sport  at  any 
previous  period  thi^  season.  On  some  parts  of 
the  Witham,  especially  the  middle  retujhea,  heavy 
bags  have  been  made,  a  remark  which  also  applies 
to  its  tributaries.  The  Forty-foot  waters  are  in  fine 
ply  for  this  branch  of  angling,  and  it  has  been  no 
uncommon  experience  for  an  individual  rod  to  creel 
as  much  as  1 01b.  and  121b.  of  roach  as  the  result  of 
a  day's  sport  this  week.  Fish  weighing  up  to  I^lb. 
have  been  killed  along  the  middle  reaches  of  this 
river,  and  the  maggot  bait  has  done  the  most 
execution.  The  weeds  are  not  so  troublesome  as 
they  were,  and  trolling  heis  been  pursued  with  satis- 
factory results.  Pike  weighing  up  to  7  Jib.  have 
been  killed  on  the  Forty-foot,  and  one  rod  accounted 
for  a  brace,  weighing  131b.  the  pair. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  improvement  on  Windermere  has  been  main- 
tained, but  with  the  season  practically  at  an  end 
but  little  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  few  trout 
that  are  stirring.  Boating  parties  have  enjoyed 
good  sport  among  the  perch.  A  large  trout  of  5^1b. 
was  killed  in  the  Rydal  river  by  Mr.  Woodburn, 
probably  a  fieh  making  for  its  spawning  ground. 
Brown  trout  angling  has  been  generally  very  poor 
on  the  streams,  and  what  few  fish  have  been  killed 
have  mostly  been  taken  by  the  sea-trout  anglers 
while  night  fishing.  Some  phenomenal  hauls  of 
these  latter  fish  have  been  creeled  with  the  present 
moon.  A  gentleman  who  has  some  private  fishing 
on  the  .Kent  showed  me  a  record  he  kept  of  six 
successive  nights'  fishings,  the  total  being  176,  and 
other  individual  baskets  have  run  as  far  as  401b. 
and  upwards  per  night.  The  semi-public  waters 
are  also  doing  well.  I  took  fourteen  fieh  the  other 
night  from  one  public  bit  which  weighed  121b.,  and 
followed  it  up  by  creeling  seventeen  the  night  after. 
So  far  one  salmon  and  two  grilse  have  only  been 
accounted  for. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Our  rivers'appear  to  have  fallen  off  considerably 
in  the  past  few  weeks,  in  consequence  of  the 
drought.  Canals  are  also  very  low,  but  are  not 
suffering  to  the  same  extent  as  they  continue  to  fish 
Well  with  one  exception,  and  that  is  off  as  recent 
matches  show.  From  Liverpool  there  is  plenty  of 
match  reports  and  news  of  similar  events.  Two 
are  particularly  interesting ;  the  City  Club  at 
Rossett,  in  the  Dee,  must  have  had  good  sport,  the 
first  prize  going  for  over  81b.,  and  the  Bootle  A.S. 
at  Bangor  on  Dee  when  over  131b.  was  weighed  in 
by  the  tirst  prize  winner.  Angling  matters  in  the 
town  of  Warrington  after  being  lively  for  some 
weeks  have  fallen  off  considerably,  and  for  to-day 


only  one  item  of  interest  is  down  for  decision,  that 
of  the  "Nurses"  match,  a  praiseworthy  effort 
indeed.  Several  contests  in  various  parts  of  this 
county  were  failures  as  regards  weights.  The  open 
matches  at  Worsley  and  Southport  attracted  big 
entries,  but  the  weights  were  small. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  several  years  since  wo  had  so  much  life  in 
angling  matters  in  September  as  we  have  this 
year.  No  doubt  the  fine  weather  will  account  for 
this  principally,  but  for  months  it  has  been  a 
common  saying  that  the  autumn  fishing  would  be 
good,  and  such  is  the  case.  One  of  our  city  rods, 
Mr.  Malpass,  is  at  Killarney,  and  writing  from  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hotel,  reports  seven  salmon  from 
41b.  to  91b.,  and  about  seventy  good  trout,  and  this 
in  anything  but  suitable  surroundings.  Cloudless  sky 
and  hardly  a  puff  of  wind  are  not  favourable 
conditions,  but  the  foregoing  results  were  neverthe- 
less obtained.  Three  of  the  salmon  were  taken  by 
casting  the  fly  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  usually 
adopted  when  river  fishing.  The  Craven  A.S.  had 
a  most  enjoyable  outing  last  Sunday  to  Broken 
Cross,  North  ivich,  Mr.  G.  Green  winning  the  first 
prize.  The  Sun  A.S.  will  be  at  Northwich  to-morrow 
match  fishing.  The  Convivial  A.S.,  at  the  same 
place  last  Sunday,  had  a  match,  Mr.  T.  Smith 
securing  the  first  prize. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Sport  on  the  Trent  for  the  week  has  not  been  so 
good  as  usual.  The  fact  is  the  nights  are  growing 
colder,  and  barbel  are  gradually  going  off  the  feed, 
even  at  greaves.  Very  few  have  been  taken.  On 
Monday,  Sept.  26,  at  Barton,  Mr.  J.  Hynes,  of  the 
City  Piscatorial  Society,  who  was  accompanied 
by  a  friend,  caught  about  a  stone  of  roach 
and  dace  with  gentles,  which  appear  to  have 
been  used  with  success  amongst  dace  at  Burton 
Joyce,  Shalford,  and  Fiskerton.  Recently,  on  the 
Barton  waters,  the  society  had  engaged  in  their 
fourth  competition  of  the  season,  when  the  prizes 
offered  were  won  by  Messrs.  S.  Ranford,  P.  Leem- 
ing,  J.  E.  Wootton,  and  H.  Daykin  in  the  order 
named.  The  City  Waltonians  also  decided  a  match 
on  the  Grantham  Canal  near  Harly.  Few  fish,  as  at 
Barton,  were  landed,  bottom  weed  proving  trouble- 
some. Ihearthat  Mr.  Marshall  secured  the  first  piize, 
a  handsome  oil  painting,  the  work  of  the  president, 
Mr.  Draper.  Pike  have  been  running  pretty  freely 
on  the  river,  specimens  having  been  secured  with 
the  trolling  bait  at  Shardlow,  Clifton,  Wilford 
(Pyatt's  Meadow),  Hazleford,  and  also  in  the  Girton 
and  South  Clifton  districts.  Roach  seem  to  have 
had  a  surfeit  of  creed  wheat,  and  there  is  nothing 
doing  amongst  bream.  On  private  waters,  though 
not  m  our  district,  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley,  of  Bourne- 
mouth (late  one  of  the  most  popular  members  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society),  and  Mr.  Arthur  Ward, 
of  Nottingham,  have  been  enjoying  exceptional 
sport  amongst  perch  with  the  worm.  Several  of 
the  fish  taken  weighed  over  2^1b.  each. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  charming,  all  an 
angler  could  wish  ;  bright,  genial  days,  cold  foggy 
nights,  with  a  little  frost,  just  the  weather  to 
gladden  a  grajilLog  fisherman's  heart,  and  the  water 
is  very  bright,  and  of  a  nice  height  for  the  time  of 
year.  The  wind  has  been  in  the  east  several  days, 
and  may  have  affected  sport  somewhat,  for  the  takes 
of  fish  on  those  days  were  below  the  average*.  A 
great  many  rods  have  been  out,  and  sport  fairly 
good  all  round.  Mr.  Millington,  of  the  Izaak  Walton 
Club,  had  a  nice  catch  of  grayling ;  Mr.  Thrift,  of  the 
City  Club,  some  good  trout ;  Mr.  Thompson  4^  brac^ 
grayling,  and  IJ  brace  trout,  and  again  a  fine  creel 
of  grayling,  and  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  on  Tuesday  had  a 
grand  catch  of  trout  and  grayling  in  the  Teme,  which 
is  fishing  well  just  now,  and  several  others  have  done 
well  witfi  fly  and  maggot  among  the  grayling  and 
dace.  The  St.  John's  Club  fi&hed  their  annual  con- 
test in  the  Teme  at  Stanford  Bridge  in  grand  weather, 
the  fourteen  miles'  drive  by  brake  being  much 
enjoyed.  There  were  eight  prizes  to  fish  for,  the 
prmcipal  one  being  a  valuable  Worcester  porcelain 
cup.  The  annual  trophy,  which  each  year  becomes 
the  absolute  property  of  the  winner,  is  won  by  the 
member  taking  the  greatest  total  aggregate  weight 
in  the  three  or  four  contests  usually  fished  during  a 
season,  and  there  is  considerable  interest  attached 
to  the  contest.  The  fish  were  counted  after  by  the 
secretary,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  and  on  arrival  at  head- 
quarters, the  Bell  Inn,  St.  John's,  were  weighed,  and 
the  following  was  the  result : — Mr.  J.  Stokes,  31b. 
14^02.;  C.  Denby,  31b.  SJoz. ;  Mr,  L.  F.  Higgs,  31b. 
5Joz.;  Messrs.  A,Mayhom,A.Bullock,G.W.Goodyear, 
A.  Roberts,  T.  C.  Riches,  and  Chris  Janie  following 
in  the  order  named.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  won  the  cup 
with  a  total  of  101b.  15oz,,  Mr.  J.  Stokes  being'second 
with  71b.  6Joz.  The  winner  received  the  hearty 
congratulations  of  the  members,  and  a  vote  of 


thanks  to  the  landowner  was  carried  with  acclama- 
tion. The  Worcester  Working,  Men's  Club  fished 
their  third  contest  in  the  Avon  at  Defford.  Sport 
was  disappointing,  and  although  all  the  prizes  were 
taken  there  was  no  big  catch  by  either  contestant. 
C.  Scott,  first ;  C.  Langford,  second  ;  W.  Hill,  third  ; 
W.  Potter,  fourth  ;  E.  Hill,  fifth  ;  G.  Evans,  sixth ; 
T.  Williams,  seventh  ;  A.  Poole,  eighth.  Special  for 
heaviest  fish  was  taken  by  C.  Scott.  A  lot  of  chub 
have  been  taken  in  the  Severn,  and  roach  are  giving 
better  sport.  Several  have  bo3n  after  pike,  spinning 
under  Damp  Weir  with  spoon-bait.  Mr.  W.  Lunn 
had  a  capital  hour's  sport,  capturing  three,  H^lb,, 
7 Jib.,  and  61b.  2oz.,  and  lost  another.  ^Several 
others  have  had  one  or  two. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  local  branch  of  the  Irish  National  League 
Working  Men's  A.C.  finished  an  enjoyable  season 
at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  Saturday,  Sept.  24,  leave  to 
fish  being  granted  by  Mr.  W.  Hick,  the  master. 
The  water  was  very  clear,  and  small  catches  were 
made,  a  high  wind  and  rain,  which  was  falling 
during  most  of  the  time,  rendering  angling  very 
difficult.  W.  Stirk  made  his  mark  as  first  man, 
and  obtained  a  special  prize  for  the  heaviest 
fish.  On  Monday  (Sept.  26)  the  prizes  were 
distributed  at  a  smoker,  a  very  pleasant  evening 
being  spent.  The  Burton-lane  Working  Men's  A.C, 
have  had  a  successful  year.  Councillor  R.  Robinson, 
a  veteran  angler,  presided  at  the  yearly  "  social " 
on  Sept.  23.  Anglers,  he  said,  often  go  forth  with 
large  baskets  and  great  expectations,  and  are 
laughed  at  when  they  return  home  with  very  little 
to  show,  though  they  always  have  tales  to  tell 
of  the  big  fish  they  had  just  missed.  For 
the  South  Bank  W.M.'s  Club  Mr  T.  Clark  did  the 
best  at  Cottingwith  on  Sept.  24,  being  firat  for 
weight  of  fish  and  winning  a  couple  of  specials. 
Over  a  score  other  men  took  prizes.  J.  Coates 
(lib.  12Joz.)  led  the  winners  in  a  match  arranged 
by  the  Layerthorpa  Adult  School  and  Social  Club, 
at  Elvington.  The  Woolpack  and  the  Cattle  Market 
Angling  Clubs  held  their  annual  gathering  in  York 
on  Saturday  night ;  about  sixty  rodmen  were  present 
and  partook  of  supper,  which  was  followed  by  a 
smoking  concert.  Mr.  J.  Wrigglesworth,  in  pro- 
posing a  toast,  expressed  a  hope  that  as  the 
VVoolpack  Angling  Club  had  won  the  match  two 
seasons  the  Cattle  Market  A.C.  would  win  next 
season,  and  so  keep  up  the  keen  rivalry.  At  the 
last  match  the  latter  wtre  only  beaten  by  8oz.  The 
members  of  the  Bishopthorpe  A.A.  fished  their  last 
match  in  the  Ouse  at  Bishopthorpe  on  Sept.  24, 
when,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  weather,  the  catches 
were  only  moderate.  The  largest  catch,  lib.  lojoz., 
was  made  by  Emile  Atkinson,  who  took  the  special 
prize  for  the  largest  number  of  fish,  and  J.  Hudson 
that  for  the  biggest  fish. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  sultry,  calm,  and 
bright,  and  sport  has  not  been  good  at  the  principal 
stations  where  angling  is  still  open.  Many  of  the 
rivets  are  running  very  low,  and  if  rain  does  not 
fall  very  soon,  the  back-end  angling  will  not  furnish 
much  sport  on  such  waters.  Lake  fishing  has 
been  fairly  good  at  times  in  Kerry  and  Connaught, 
and  it  is  hoped  in  those  quarters  that  the 
back-end  angiiug  will  be  good.  That  salmon — and 
on  those  waters  that  hold  them  sea-trout — are 
numerous  appears  to  be  generally  believed,  and  if 
the  climatic  conditions  be  the  thing  required  this 
hope  will  be  realised.  Sea-angling  continues  to 
furnish  excellent  sport  at  all  the  principal  stations 
from  Ballycotton  all  round  the  coast  up  to  Donegal, 
the  fish  caught  consisting  principally  of  bream, 
mackerel,  scad,  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting, 
North  of  Ibeland. 

A  large  number  of  rivers  closed  on  Sept.  30. 
These  include  the  Bann,  Ballinderry,  Moyola,  Six- 
mile  Water,  Upper  Bann,  Bush,  Erne,  Bunduff, 
Bundrowes,  Owenea,  Owentocker,  and  their  tribu- 
taries. At  the  monthly  committee  meeting  of  the 
Ulster  Anglers'  Association — Mr.  William  McStay, 
vice-president,  in  the  chair — a  small  committee  was 
appointed  to  make  a  report  to  the  next  meeting  as 
to  the  prospect  of  getting  up  a  "smoker,"  the 
programme  of  which  should  exclusively  relate  to 
angling.   


The  Frankfurter  Zeitung  of  Aug.  1, 1904,  contains 
correspondence  from  Paris  stating  that  last  year 
a  veritable  campaign  was  waged  against  oysters, 
which  were  said  to  especially  transmit  typhus  and 
various  other  bacilli.  The  Journal  Officiel  now 
pubhshes  the  report  of  Prof.  Alfred  Giard,  in  the 
name  of  the  Sea  Fishery  Commission  appointed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  clears  the  oyster 
of  all  charges,  and  expressly  declares  that  they  are 
eatable  at  all  seasons  as  they  cannot  transmit  any 
disease  to  human  beings. 
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"Jj:  THE  ^ANGLER  '  IN  NATURE'S  ART 
GALLERY. 

When  Spring  comes  round  to  choer  the  plain 
And  ail  the  flowers  i-enew  again. 
We  hear  the  wee  birds'  grateful  strain 
In  boriny,  bonny  Scotland. 

When  the  dark  days  of  the  close  time  are  over, 
bow  pleasant  it  is  to  the  angler  to  throw  his  basket 
across  his  shoulders  and  take  rod  in  hand  and  away 
to  his  favourite  water — the  meadows  all  so  green 
and  gay  with  wild  flowers,  the  air  laden  with  a 
balmy  sweetness.  Those  who  have  fished  or 
wandered  on  the  banks  of  the  Whitadder,  or  the 
banks  of  the  Tweed  as  it  flows  through  the  Border 
district,  serpentine  like,  on  its  way  to  the  sea,  now 
widening  out  in  broad  shallows,  now  running  in 
narrower  and  deeper  channels,  here  where  the  big 
trout  are  to  be  found,  will  be  reminded  of  what  the 
song  says : 

The  beauties  of  nature  give  joy  to  the  heart ; 
It's  naught  to  the  soul-stirring  rapture  we  feel 
When  a  big  spotted  beauty,  wi'  light-handed  art, 
Is  safe  to  the  side  and  laid  in  the  creel. 

What  a  lesson  is  here  to  the  geologist  when  ho 
finds  in  the  broad  flats,  not  much  above  the  present 
level  of  the  river,  far  distant  from  it,  water-worn 
stones,  and  the  same  twenty  or  thirty  or  more  feet 
above  deposited,  to  contemplate  the  countless 
thousands  of  years  the  river  .by  erosion  has  found 
its  present  level,  and  the  many  hills,  e.specially  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Tweed,  some  of  them 
mountainoiis :  the  geologist  knows  that  those 
heather-covered  hills  and  mountains  are  caused 
either  by  deviation  or  great  upheavals.  The 
scenery  in  the  valley  of  the  Tweed  is  so  varied  and 
beautiful,  that  cold  nmst  be  the  heart  that  cannot 
enjoy  it. 

When  summer  trips  o'er  Scotland's  hills 
And  gladsome  makes  the  brooks  and  rills, 
The  flowers  and  bowers  wi'  fragrance  fills 
In  bonny,  bonny  Scotland. 

How  pleasant  it  is  to  the  angler  to  be  at  the 
riverside  in  the  leafy  month  of  June  !  Yonder 
embankment  clothed  with  the  hawthorn's  snow- 


white  blossom,  the  wild  rose- — the  parent  of  a  thousand 
varieties — whin  and » broom  covered  with  golden 
glory,  fern  and  thistle' (the|emblem  of  Scotland),  the 
little  stream  running  down  the  hillside  like  a  silver 
streak,  yon  lichen-covered  rock,  showing  grey  and 
yellow^hues,  the  wood  ayont  clothed  in  luxuriant 
foliage,  showing  many  shades  of  green  ;  the  blue 
sky  above  the  ever-shifting  cloiids,  Sol,  the  great 
luminary,  shedding  a  deluge  of  glory  over  the 
scene.  Every  way  we  look,  we  see  that  nature 
has  been  at  work  producing  scene  upon  scene, 
picture  upon  picture,  and  the  musical  witchery 
at  his  feet — there  is  no  music  to  the  angler  like  the 
music  of  the  river.  A  scene  of  this  kind  in  nature's 
art  gallery  is  not  complete  without  some  old  ruin 
or  baronial  mansion — now  a  rueful  apology  of  a 
once  grand  fabric,  reflecting  the  power  and  greatness 
of  feudal  pageantry.  Here,  where  Beauty  once  exerted 
her  potent  witchery  on  other  hearts,  we  now  observe 
marks  of  desolation  and  ruin,  that  all  the  monuments 
of  human  industry,  all  the  works  of  men's  handi- 
work are  subject  to:  here,  where  the  bard  struck  the 
strings  of  his  lyre,  inflaming  the  passion  and  pride 
of  the  stately  damsel,  the  passion  of  her  lover,  or 
may  be  the  passion  of  the  fierce  warrior — where 
are  they  all  now  ?  Gone  !  Mingled  and  crumbled 
with  the  dust,  buried  beneath  the  sands  of  time, 
and  we,  that  are  now  walking  over  the  turf  that 
lay  on  their  brow,  and  the  owl  nightly  proclaim  a 
requiem  over  departed  greatness. 

When  autumn  comes  to  tinge  the  field. 
And  choicest  fruits  in  plenty  yield ; 
The  farmer  working  might  tind  main. 
Gathering  in  the  golden  grain. 

My  favourite  time  at  the  riverside  was  the  autumn, 
not  exactly  for  the  sake  of  fish,  but  for  the  beautiful 
autumn  scenery  :  a  glow  of  warmth  is  shed  over  the 
.scene,  the  beautiful  tints  of  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
show  burnished  brown  and  amber  hues,  as  if 
putting  forth  a  last  effort  of  glory  before  dropping 
to  the  earth  and  lost  for  ever. 

Yon  distant  liills  cloth'd  in  purple  grandeur — 
A  scene  beautiful  to  behold  that  mocks  all  human 
splendovu'. 

Turn  to  the  west — here  language  fails  to  describe 
the  glories  of  an  autumn  sunset.    We  are  privileged 


sometimes  to  see  clouds  tipped  with  gold,  carmine, 
damask,  orange,  and  a,  galaxy  of  colour,  mingling, 
shading,  disclosing  a  retinue  of  beauty,  a  halo  of 
glory  attending  his  great  majesty  as  lie  rides  trium- 
phantly down  in  heaven's  unfathomable  vault ;  now 
shade  on  shade  is  falling,  the  star  of  the  east  peeps 
from  the  blue,  and  from  its  lone  nest  in  the  yew 
the  pensive  owl  is  calling  :  now  night  closes  over  us. 
Those  who  have  knocked  the  dew  drops  from  the 
long  grass  during  a  short  summer  night  must 
have  realised  those  beautiful  lines  so  finely  ex- 
pressed by  the  poet  : 

How  beautiful  is  night ! 
A  dewy  freshness  fills  the  silent  air  ; 
No  mist  obscures,  nor  cloud,  nor  speck,  nor  stain, 
Brealcs  the  serene  of  heaven  : 
In  full-orbed  glory,  yonder  moon  divine 
Rolls  through  the  dark- blue  depths. 

Beneath  her  steady  ray 

The  de.sert-circle  spreads. 
Like  the  round  ocean,  girdled  with  the  sky.  T 

How  beautiful  is  night ! 

Bright  chanticleer  proclaims  the  dawn,  and 
spangle  decks  the  morn.  The  lowing  herds  quit 
their  lairs.  The  lark  springs  from  the  corn,  the 
king  of  songsters  mounting  upwards,  warbling  his 
morning  matin  to  welcome  the  new-born  day  in 
song,  rich,  loud  in  rapture.  We  stand  gazing  and 
listening  to  its  song.  The  lark,  like  many  other 
birds,  is  one  of  the  farmer's  best  friends — it  belongs 
to  that  class  of  creatures  known  as  insec- 
tivorous. The  sun  has  now  hoisted  the  floodgates 
of  light,  shedding  a  deluge  of  glory  over  half  the 
world.  See  the  glints  of  the  sun  on  the  rippling 
stream  as  if  studded  with  a  thousand  gems,  the 
dew-drops  hanging  on  the  long  grass,  sparkling  like 
diamonds  ;  yonder  cottage  nestling  among  the 
trees  ;  the  grey  smoke  curls  gracefully  upwards, 
and  the  river,  like  a  traveller  who  has  come  a  far 
journey,  resting  at  our  feet,  starts  refreshed,  rurming 
over  the  channelly  bottom,  now  helter-skelter 
among  the  rocks,  churning  foam  that  dances  and 
throbs  in  the  eddies. 

Everything  Woks  so  serene  and  lovely,  that  we 
should  wish  to  stay  here  for  ever,  and  fish  in  honour 
of  old  Father  Time,  in  commemoration  of  his  happy 
marriage  of  eternity.  M.  Winlay. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd 


137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  and 

1,  2,  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


Telephone :  1129  Central, 


Daily  Telegraph  says  :  "  Carters  have  earued  a  reputation  for  good  honest  work."        People.—"  Carters  is  the  Best  House  in  London." 

CARTERS  SPECIALITIES  FOR  SEA 


TeUgiani :  "  TUhgig,  London," 
Latid  and  Water. — "  About  half  the  usual  prices." 

FISHERS. 


Remember  that  Carters  have  made  a  special  feature  of  the  Sea  Angler's  requirements,  and  hold  the  largest 
and  best  selected  Stock  in  the  Trade.     Beware  of  imitations!    Insist  on  having  the  best,  "CARTERS." 

THE  BEST  BASS  ANB  POLLACK  BAIT  The  B.S.A.  Sea  Reel. 


The  Deal  Case,  »  splendid  holdall. 
All  leather.    Price  2/6.    The  Catchpole 

Case,  strong,  dinable,  and  iiraclical.  Once 
used  always  used.    Price  4/-  each. 

The  Record  Sea  Line.  .Specially 
prepared  to  picvent  swelling.  No.  1,  fine, 
4-/6  i  No.  2,  medium,  6/-;  No.  3,  stout,  8/6 
per  100  yards. 

Estimates  for  complete  outfits  for  Home 
and  Colonial  waters  free  on  application.  It 
should  never  he  forgotten  that  we  are  tlie 
best  house  in  the  tiade  for  (juality  and 
modei  ation  in  price. 

THE  SEA  ROD  FOR  1904-S. 

(The  Record  Caster.) 

THE  MALLET  SEA  ROD.  \ 

(Sole  Makers.) 
Oreenheart  throughout.    Cork  handle,  and 
highest  class  finish.    Price  22/-.   A  recent 
capture,  172  lb.  skate. 


THE  MARKET. 


PATENT 


Small,  1/9;  Medium,  2/-;  Large,  2/6. 

1,  Paget  St.,  New  Brompton, 
Messrs.  A.  Carter  A  Co.  Sept.  4. 

Gentlemen,— I  should  like  to  recommend  your  Wagtail  for  bass  fishing.  Yesterday  I  took 
fourteen  fine  fish  with  a  medium  sized  Wagtail  I  had  from  you  some  time  back.  It  proved  to  be 
very  killing,  for  I  took  the  first  eight  fish  in  just  under  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

Yours  truly,— Ernest  C.  A.  H. 


Imitation  is  the  Sincerest  Form  of  Flattery. 

THE   DEAL  LEAD. 

"NOT  a  1904  Novelty,"  but  a  useful  Lead  for  the 

Sea  Angler. 


Made  in  two  sizes,  7  oz.,  9cl.  each;  14  oz.,  1/-  each. 


BOX^E  MAKERS. 


Approved  and  used  by  Members  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Thousands  of  these  reels  have  been  produced 
during  the  past  few  seasons,  giving  entire  satis- 
faction. 

Made  on  the  Nottingham  principle,  with  inner 
plate  and  back  rim  of  brass.  Ounmetal  spindle 
and  check,  non-rusting  ;  there  is  no  possibility  of 
wai'ping.  A  combination  which  is  indispensable 
for  the  Sea  Fisher. 

034   Size,    ii  in.     5  in.     6  in. 
Price  8/6      9/6  12/6 

Sea  Fisher's  Journal,  March. — "The  'B.S.A. 
reel  has  become  quite  a  favourite,  and  for  general 
sea  fishing  it  will  be  hard  to  beat.  It  is  fitted  as 
all  sea  reels  should  be  fitted,  with  large  liandles, 
and  is  strong  and  well  made." 


Bend   fox>   Illustrated   Px>lpe   ILilBt   Post  Fvee. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Headquabtebs  :  4,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

The  following  is  the  programme  for  the  winter 
session,  1904-5  :— 
1904. 

Oct.    5.  Presentation  of  f?pecimen  Fish  Medals  and 
of  "  Sarcelle  "  Cup.  Music. 
12,  13.  14.  Exhibition  of  Sea  Fishing  Tackle. 
Op?n  to  the  public  12  (noon)  to  5  p.m. 
To  members  and  friends,  7  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 
on  the  12th. 
19.  Paper:   "The    Nationalisation    of  the 
Fishery    Industry    of    the  United 
Kingdom."       By  Hubebt  Bass,  Esq. 
26.  Discussion:  "  Practice  v.  Theory," 

Opened  by  F.  G.  Aflalo,  Esq.,  F.G.S. 
Xov.   2,  Paper:  " Boata  used  in  Sea  Angling." 

By  T.  E.  CtJNDY,  Esq. 
9.  Paper:  " The  Teeth  of  Fish." 

By  C.  W.  Glassinqton,  Eaq.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.D.S. 

1 0.  Paper  and  Discussion  :  "  The  use  of  Light 

and  Heavy  Tackle." 
By  C.  H.  Cook,  Esq.  ("John  Bickerdyke "). 
23.  Paper :   "  Angling  Incidents,  Fresh  and 
Salt."         By  Robert  Stanley,  Esq. 
30.  Paper;  "My  Trip  to  the  United  States," 
il'ust  rated  with  Lantern  Slides. 

By  E.  J.  W.  ZAEHNSDOsr,  Esq, 
Dec.    7.  Ladies'  Night,    (Full  particulars  will  be 
announced  later.) 

14.  Paper:  "Practical  Hints  on  Fishing  in 

the  South  of  Ireland." 

By  E.  M.  Mallett,  Esq. 
21.  Ordinary  Meeting  and  Discussion. 
30.  No  Meeting.    (Bank  Holiday  week.) 
1905. 

Jan.    4.  Musical  Evening. 

11.  Paper:  "  Facts  and  Fun  about  Fishing." 

By  C.  A.  Payton,  Esq.  ("Sarcelle"). 
18.  Pappr  and  Discussion  :  "Nets  used  in  Sea 
Fishing."  By  T.  B.  Bates,  Esq. 

25.  Paper :  "  With  Creel  and  Camera,"  illus- 
trated with  original  Lantern  Slides. 

By  C.  HussEY,  Esq. 
Feb.    1.  Paper:  "Review  of  the  Annual  Fishery 
Reports,''         By  C.  O.  Minchin,  Esq. 
y         8.  Paper:  "A  few  facts  about  the  Earth, 
J.  and  how  it  maintains  its  position  in 

S,  space." 

f  By  G.  Steele- Pebkins,  Esq.,  M.D. 

I        15.  Ordinary  Meeting  and  Discussion, 
r       22.  Annual  Meeting. 
Ma'*,    1.  Ordinary  Meeting  and  Discussion. 
8.  Musical  Evening. 

15.  Annual  Dinner. 

fc.      22.  Ordinary  Meeting  and  Discussion. 

E      29.  Paper :  D.  J.  8.  M.  Colquhoun  Kemp,  Esq, 

BThe  dates  of  the  Deal  Pier  Competition  are 
Wov.  12,  13,  and  14,  and  the  Boat  Competition 
Nov,  19,  20,  and  21. 


HERNE  BAY  SEA  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  competition  of  the  above  society  will 
take  place  from  boats  and  pier  on  Oct.  29,  30,  and 
31  for  a  large  number  of  valuable  prizes,  including 
gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals  of  the  association. 
There  are  four  classes  in  each  competition  (boat 
and  pier).  Only  members  of  bond  fide  clubs  are 
eligible  to  compete.  Entry  forms  and  all  further 
particu'ars  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Joseph  Gripper,  Station-road, 
Heme  Bay.  The  following  are  the  rules  governing 
the  competitions : — 

Rules  fob  Boats, 

1.  Competitors  shall  not  go  afloat  before  9  a.m., 
and  shall  land  their  catches  not  later  than  4  p.m. 
on  the  day  of  competing.  Competitors  must  go 
aSoat  within  an  hour  of  the  starting  time,  unless 
they  have  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  defer 
competing  to  another  of  the  dates.  Failing  this 
they  will  be  held  to  have  retired  from  the  com- 
petition,   (See  Rule  6.) 

2.  All  catches  must  be  handed  in  at  headquarters 
(Connaught  Hotel)  to  the  judges  for  weighing 
before  5  p.m. 

3.  A  competitor  may  employ  one  boatman  who 
rnay  bait  the  hooks,  and  gaff,  net,  or  unhook  a  fish, 
but  is  not  otherwise  to  handle  the  rod  or  other 
tackle  nor  to  fish  himself. 

4.  A  competitor  is  to  use  one  rod  with  winch  and 
running  line  ;  the  tEickie  attached  thereto  i)  not  to 
have  more  than  four  hooks.  No  other  engine  or 
method  of  fishing  is  allowed,  and  no  other  form  of 
tackle  in  to  be  carried  in  the  boat.  The  boat  must 
be  propelled  to  and  from  the  fishing  ground  by 
■ails  and  oars  only,  except  that  it  may  be  towed 


by  persons  on  the  shore.  Ground  bait  is  not 
permitted. 

5.  A  reserve  rod  and  tackle  are  allowed  to  each 
competitor,  which  are  not  to  be  put  together  unless 
the  other  rod  is  disabled  or  has  been  previously 
dismounted. 

6.  Entrance  forms  properly  filled  in  must  be 
delivered  to  the  hon.  secretary  at  Granville  House, 
Station-road,  Herne  Bay,  not  later  than  noon  on 
Monday,  Oct.  24,  and  must  be  accompanied  by  the 
entrance  fee  of  23.  per  day.  Competitors  may  enter 
for  more  than  one  day.  Only  members  of  bond  fide. 
angling  clubs  will  be  eligible.  If  from  any  un- 
foreseen circumstances  a  member  is  unable  to  com- 
pete on  the  day  selected,  he  shall  have  the  option 
of  naming  another  of  the  days  fixed  for  the 
competition,  provided  he  has  not  embarked,  and 
that  he  hands  in  his  ticket  for  endorsement  to 
the  judges  on  his  starting  station  within  an  hour  of 
his  starting  time, 

7.  The  committee  undertake  to  find  suitable 
boats,  and  the  boats  shall  bo  drawn  for  at  the 
Connaught  Hotel  at  9  p  m.  on  the  evening  prior  to 
each  day  of  competition.  Competitors  wishing  to 
fish  together  (two  in  a  boat)  can  do  so  if  they  notify 
such  desire  at  the  time  of  entry.  If,  in  the  option 
of  the  judges,  the  weather  is  unfit,  they  shall  have 
the  power  to  declare  the  competition  abandoned 
for  that  day.  In  the  event  of  the  postponement 
of  the  entire  boat  competitions,  the  entrance  fee 
will  hold  good. 

8.  No  fish  of  le'S  than  6oz.  may  be  weighed  in. 
Dogfish,  crabs,  and  lobsters  are  ineligible  for  the 
competition. 

9.  Competitors  may  not  be  accompanied  in  their 
boats  by  any  persons  save  other  competitors  com- 
peting on  the  same  day,  and  their  respective 
boatmen. 

10.  Any  breach  of  these  rules  shall  disqualify 
the  members  so  offending,  and  shall  debar  the 
boatman  attending  such  member  from  receiving 
any  prize  that  may  be  offered. 

11.  The  decision  of  the  committee  or  of  the 
judges  appointed  by  them  shall  be  final  as  to  all 
matters  affecting  the  competition, 

N.B. — Charge  for  boat  per  day  (including  lug)  is 
83.  for  one,  10s.  for  two  in  a  boat.  To  be  paid  to 
the  boatman.  Competitors  will  be  allotted  two  in 
a  boat  as  far  as  possible,  unless  they  particularly 
wish  to  fish  alone. 

iWe  shillings  wUl  be  paid  by  the  committee  to 
the  boatman  attending  the  winner  in  each  class, 
and  2s.  6d.  to  the  second. 

Rules  fob  Piee. 

1.  Competitors  shall  notbegin  to  fish  before  9  a.ra  , 
and  shall  take  in  their  rods  not  later  than  4  p.m. 

2.  All  catches  shall  be  handed  in  to  the  judges  for 
weighing  at  the  Pier  Pavilion  not  later  than  5  p.m. 
each  day. 

3.  One  rod  only  is  to  be  used  by  each  competitor, 
and  the  tackle  attached  shall  not  have  more  than 
four  hooka.  A  reserve  rod  and  tackle  are  allowed, 
but  shall  not  be  put  together  unless  the  other  rod 
is  disabled  or  dismounted. 

4.  Ground  bait  is  not  permitted. 

5.  Entrance  forms  properly  filled  in  must  be 
delivered  to  tha  hon.  secretary  at  Granville  House, 
Station-road,  Heme  Bay,  not  later  than  noon  on 
Monday,  Oct.  24,  and  must  be  accompanied  by  the 
entrance  fee  of  2s.  per  day.  Competitors  may  enter 
for  more  than  one  day.  Only  members  of  bond  fide 
angling  clubs  will  be  eligible.  Each  competitor  will 
be  provided  with  a  badge  which  he  shall  wear  during 
the  competition  and  hand  in  with  his  ticket.  If 
from  any  unforeseen  circumstances  a  member  ia 
unable  to  compete  on  the  day  selected,  he  shall  have 
the  option  of  naming  another  of  the  days  fixed  for 
the  competition,  provided  he  has  not  entered  the 
pier,  and  that  he  hand"  in  his  ticket  for  endorsement 
to  the  pier  judges  within  an  hour  of  his  starting 
time. 

6.  No  fish  of  less  than  6oz.  may  be  weighed  in. 
Dogfieh,  crabs,  and  lobsters  are  ineligible  for  the 
competition. 

7.  Any  departure  from  these  rules  shall  disqualify 
the  competitor  so  offending. 

8.  The  decision  of  the  committee  or  of  the  judges 
appointed  by  them,  shall  be  final  as  to  all  matters 
affecting  the  competition. 

N.B. — The  committee  will  provide  lugworm  for 
competitors,  who  send  amount  with  entrance  fee,  at 
local  price — namely,  3d.  per  dozen.  In  no  case  will 
the  bait  money  be  returned.    Pier  toll,  2d.  each. 


Jlssociaiions,  cfc. 


Anglebs'  Associ.'^tion. 
The  General  Committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
next,  October  3,  at  8.30  p.m.  ;  the  Netting  and 
Restocking  Committee  on  Mondav,  October  10,  at 
8.30,  at  the  Red  Cros  a  as  before.— R.  G.  WoodrufE. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
On  Sept.  21,  when  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided,  the 
business  included  the  following  matters:— It  was 
announced  to  the  mseting  that  on  Sept.  19  a  man 
was  summoned  by  the  society  before  the  magistrates 
at  Uxbridge,  on  information  given  by  the  bai'iff 
employed  on  the  Uxbridge  section  of  the  society's 
water,  for  u-ing  a  net  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish 
in  that  portion  of  the  water  rented  by  the  society. 
After  hearing  the  bailiff  and  Mr.  Armitage,  who 
also  attended  the  court  on  behalf  of  the  society,  the 
Bench  imposed  a  fine,  and  the  dsfendant  was  told 
that  a  heavier  penalty  would  be  inflicted  on  any 
future  offence.  This  is  the  second  conviction 
obtained  this  year.  A  committee  was  formed  to 
prepare  a  programme  of  papers,  concerts,  etc , 
during  the  winter  months,  and  to  commence  the 
series  the  secretary  will  read  a  paper,  to  be  followed 
by  a  concert,  on  Oct.  5.  It  w^s  also  decided  to 
hold  a  club  competition  in  the  Uxbridge  section  on 
Oct.  23.  The  chief  results  from  the  society's  water 
are :  Messrs.  Featherstone  and  Walker  have  h«kd 
chub  ;  Messrs.  Wood,  Barrett,  Blagrave,  Cracknell, 
Londeneach,  and  Wilkins,  roach  of  lib.  and  over. 
A  friend  of  a  member  secured  two  nice  bream  this 
last  week  end  at  Harefield,  of  3lb.  6oz.  and  31b.  14oz„ 
besides  a  few  good  roach.- — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

On  Wednesday  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  occupied  the 
chair.  Agents'  reports  from  all  round  the  coast 
described  the  fishing  as  being  uciformly  good. 
Mr.  Mallett  gave  full  particulars  of  the  takes  at 
Ballycotton  by  Messrs.  Hearn,  Bastin,  Norman, 
Crisfield,  S.  and  S.  W.  Bullock,  Garnham,  Howes, 
Worthington,  W.  Crisfield,  Britten,  and  himself : — 
Conger,  161— best  fisli,  181b.,  20ilb..  231b.,  231b., 
261b.,  26Jlb.,  28Ib.,  28Jlb. ;  pollack,  120— 101b.. 
121b.,  121b.,  121b.,  131b.,  lllb.,  and  many  of  71b.  to 
91b.  ;  hake,  sis— beit,  91b  ,  12lb. ;  ling,  eight— 121b., 
141b. ;  cod,  three— I8ilb  ,  241b.,  24^1b. ;  pouting, 
2lb.  5oz.  ;  skate,  twelve— 301b  ,  451b.,  57lb.,  73lb., 
761b.,  961b  ,  981b.,  1051b. ;  whiting,  many  score  of 
large  fish  ;  also  gurnard,  a  score  or  two  of  scad 
many  wrasse,  pipe,  mackerel,  dogfish,  and  four 
sharks.  Mr.  Norman  brought  a  specimen  sea- perch 
(Beryx  splendens)  in  good  condition,  but,  as  usual, 
with  its  bright  red  faded  into  a  dirty  grey, 
utterly  unlike  the  handsome  fish  it  was  when  caught. 
Dr.  Ladell,  who  sent  it,  following  the  advice  given 
to  members  some  time  back  to  forward  coloured 
sketches  fixing  the  appearance  of  the  fish  when 
caught,  accompanied  it  by  a  very  clever  and 
spirited  water-colour  drawing — full  size.  This 
somewhat  scarce  fish  was  thus  perfectly  brought 
before  the  members'  eyes,  and  will  not  be  forgotten. 
Even  where  the  great  skill  displayed  by  this  sketch 
is  wanting,  a  rough  but  accurately  coloured  draw- 
ing might  always  with  a  little  trouble  be  produced, 
and  members  be  thus  enabled  to  know  much  of  the 
look  of  British  sea  fish.  Dr.  Ladell  was  thanked 
for  his  attention.  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  re- 
covered from  his  recent  indisposition,  handed  in  a 
copy  received  from  Mr.  Aflalo  of  his  new  book  on 
British  Sea  Fishes,  and  oid  nob  neclect  urging  the 
duty  incumbent  ujjon  every  memVer  to  leain  and 
know  everything  concerning  the  fish  he  catches, 
this  bsing  defined  by  the  society's  constitution  as 
not  secondary  even  to  the  art  of  angling  for  them. 
He  reminded  the  membe-s  that  soma  m  nths  ago  a 
very  fine  specimen  of  the  fish  shown  by  Dr.  Ladell 
had  been  received  from  the  society's  agent  at 
Milford  Haven  and  sent  up  to  Dr.  Bou'enger,  of  the 
Museum  of  Natural  History  at  South  Kensington, 
where  it  has  been  preserved.  He  announced  that 
next  Wednesday  the  "  Sarcelle "  Cup  and  medal 
prizes  of  the  Specimen  Fish  Competition,  1903-4, 
would  be  presented  to  their  respective  winners. 
It  was  hoped  that  the  chiir  would  be  occupied  by 
Mr.  Senior.  The  week  after  the  usual  meeting 
would  not  be  held,  but  there  would  be  a  three  days' 
exhibition  of  tackle,  etc.,  at  the  society's  rooms, 
full  particulars  of  which  would  be  announced  next 
week.  The  rules  for  the  Deal  competition  emd  the 
usual  season  programme  of  meetings  have  been 
sent  out  to  all  members  — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatobl\l  Society. 

The  meeting  over  which  Mr.  R.  Mcintosh  pre- 
sided on  Sept.  27  was  well  attended.  Mr.  G.  C. 
Grammer  had  a  good  show  of  heavy  fish  from 
Staines,  consisting  of  barbel,  chub,  and  bream  ;  Mr. 
H.  G.  Lee,  dace,  chub,  and  roach  from  the  same 
locality ;  Mr.  Cox,  from  Wargrave,  had  some  nice 
chub  ;  Mr.  Isaacs,  good  dace  from  Grove  Ferry ; 
Mr.  James,  from  same  place,  had  roach  up  to 
lib.  7^02. ;  Mr.  Wolff  had  good  roach  and  bream 
from  Chertsey ;  Mr.  Gilbert,  atWraysbury,  notwith- 
standing the  weed-cutting  now  going  on,  had  taken 
a  few  roach.  Dr.  Ladell  exhibited  a  fine  specimen 
of  Beryx  splendens,  a  very  curious  kind  of  marine 
perch,  resplendent  in  brilliant  carmine,  and  with 
enormous  eyes.  Dr.  Ladell  also  showed  a  nicely 
executed  coloured  drawing  of  the  fish,  which  bad  thie 
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great  advantage  of  permanence,  which  the  fish  itself 
does  not  possess.  A  gentleman  proposed  on  Sept.  13 
wa  s  elected.  One  of  the  customary  C.L.P.S.  suppers 
■win  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  11  ;  tickets,  3s.  6d. 
Ladies  are  invited  on  this  occasion,  and  early  appli- 
cation for  tickets  should  be  made  as  an  extremely 
large  number  of  applications  have  already  been 
received.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
conoluded  the  proceedings.  The  angUng  competi- 
tion awards  will  be  made  at  the  next  meeting  o  f 
committee. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  meeting  was  held  under  the 
genial  presidency  of  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  on  Sept.  27.  The 
dinner  at  Chesham  on  Sept.  24  was  a  very  enjoy- 
able function.  The  room  was  pleasantly  filled,  the 
repast  a  very  good  one,  and  the  company  in  the 
best  of  good  humour.  Game  from  a  member  now 
fishing  in  Scotland  and  trout  taken  from  the 
society's  waters  graced  the  board,  and  these,  with 
the  other  good  things  provided  by  Hostess  Priest, 
were  thoroughly  appreciated.  Some  capital  fishing 
reports  were  handed  in  on  Tuesday  evening,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  following: — Mr.  Zer- 
fass,  a  nice  bag  of  roach,  his  largest  fish  being 
21b.  loz.,  and  his  smallest  lib.  9oz.,  grayling 
of  21b,  2Joz.,  and  dace  up  to  lloz.;  Mr.  Sulmond, 
grayling  of  Iflb.  and  roach  of  l|lb.;  Mr.  Bucking- 
bam,  chub  up  to  nearly  41b.  and  jack  of  81b.  from 
the  Kennet.  Mr.  Gill,  a  quantity  of  grayling  on 
the  fly — largest  l|lb.  Mr.  Lindwdll,  trout,  Mr. 
Turner,  trout,  Mr.  Thonger,  trout,  and  Mr.  Eldred, 
trout,  from  Chesham.  Messrs.  Basten  and  Norman 
gave  very  interesting  accounts  of  their  recent  visit 
to  Ireland,  where  they  were  successful  in  taking  a 
large  variety  and  quantity  of  fish.  Their  visit  was 
somewhat  spoiled  by  the  unfavourable  winds  which 
prevailed  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  time,  but 
notwithstanding  this  they  described  Iheir  holiday 
as  a  most  enjoyable  one.  Committee  meeting 
Tuesday  next,  at  7  prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 


;^ofc5  from  ifjc  "glod^. 

His  Majesty  the  King  returned  to  Balmoral 
on  Monday  night  from  Glenquoioh,  in  the  west  of 
Scotland,  after  a  week  with  Lord  Burton  and  party. 
Excellent  weather  favoured  the  Royal  visitor,  and 
splendid  sport  was  enjoyed. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife's  guests  at  Mar 
Lodge  this  week  include  Lord  and  Lidy  Farquhar, 
Lady  Walsh,  and  Mr.  C.  Cunningham-Grahame. 

The  Grtind  Duke  Michael,  the  Countess  Torby, 
Sir  Geo,  Prestcott,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornwallis-West 
are  among  those  staying  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Neumann  at  Invercauld,  near  Balmoral. 


The  furniture,  pictures,  curios,  and  all  the  mov- 
ables in  the  historic  pile  of  the  Huntlies  at  Aboyne 
Castle,  Deeside,  are  to  go  under  the  hammer  in 
Aberdeen  on  an  early  date. 


Lieut.-Col.  Frederick  Gore  is  fishing  from  the 
Caledonian  Hotel,  Inverness. 


The  Childers  and  Gordon,  of  about  an  inch  and 
less,  are  the  favourite  salmon  lures  on  the  Dee  just 
now  where  any  sport  is  being  got.  In  fact,  .=ummer 
flies  of  the  tiniest  size  are  the  order  of  the  day. 

David  Gauld,  a  gamekeeper  at  Milnathort,  was 
drowned  in  the  reservoir  at  Birniahill,  Perth,  last 
week.  He  was  fishing  along  with  a  Mr.  Cameron, 
and  the  afternoon  being  warm,  be  entered  the 
water  for  a  swim,  whan  he  sank  before  assistance 
could  be  rendered  him. 


Wormers  are  doing  all  the  execution  in  these 
small  clear  waters,  both  with  salmon,  sea- trout, 
and  finco2k,  chiefly  evening  fishers. 

The  yellow  trout  season  in  Scotland  closes  on 
Oct.  14  ;  the  close  season  runs  from  Oct.  15  to 
March  1.  Sea-trout  and  finnock  come  under  the 
salmon  laws,  and  their  season  closes  with  the  salmon 
beason. 


Mr.  Robert  Clark  landed  a  fine  281b.  salmon  on 
the  Banchory- Devenick  Dee  water  on  Sept.  22  to 
the  Gordon,  in  practically  tidal  waters. 

The  autumn  holiday  in  Glasgow,  Dunrlee,  and 
Aberdeen  fell  on  Monday  last,  when  anglers  were 
abroad  by  the  legion.  On  these  occasions  every 
bit  of  free  water  is  thrashed  to  death,  and  even 
preserves  are  not  always  respected. 

Special  Scotch. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LOCH  LEVEN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Aug.  20 1  introduced, 
in  my  "  Notes  from  the  North,"  the  remark  that 
"  Loch  Leven  is  spoiled  with  weed  and  pike,"  which 
I  now  very  much  regret,  and  beg  to  withd'-aw.  I 
spent  ten  days  of  the  latter  end  of  thii  July  and 
first  of  August  in  the  vicinity  of  Dunfermline  on 
holiday,  and  among  anglers  who  know  the  loch  as 
well  as  they  know  their  back  gardens  I  picked  up 
the  ramark  from  them,  and  thought  I  was  using  it 
in  the  interests  of  the  dear  old  historic  "  lake  with 
one  small  lovely  isle,"  and  its  superb  trout. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
for  there  is  no  croaker  like  the  disappointed  angler, 
who  cannot  now  fill  his  creel  to  the  brim  every  time 
out.  Undoubtedly  my  remark  must  have  come 
from  one  of  these  in  the  first  place,  but  it  is  "current 
gossip"  among  many  that  the  loch  is  not  aJ  it 
should  be. 

So  after  all,  my  note,  your  note,  and  this  may 
help  to  chase  away  the  bogey  of  "the  weed  and 
pike,"  in  which  none  will  rejoice  more  than  yours 
truly,  Special  Scotch. 


FISHING  IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  David  Jones'  letter 
which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  17, 1  consider 
it  very  uncalled  for,  and  it  only  requires  half  an  eye 
to  see  his  object  in  so  doing.  With  regard  to  Mr. 
Dedman's  letter  of  Sept.  10,  I  would  like  Mr.  Jones 
to  plainly  point  out  the  unjust  and  niisleading 
statement  to  which  he  refers  and  not  beat  about 
the  bush.  I  may  say  that  I  alao  have  paid  for  my 
share  of  the  Broad  Waters,  and  can  by  arrangement 
allow  any  gentleman  to  fish  the  same ;  and  1  think 
when  a  gentleman  refers  to  certain  hotels  increasing 
their  trade  with  their  rights,  he  shows  at  once  a 
very  jealous  feeling,  especially  as  Mr.  Jones  fishes 
the  waters  ten  or  more  times  more  than  the  other 
three  shareholders  altogether,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
friends  that  he  takes  with  him,  which  are  not  a  few. 
— Yours  truly,  W.  E.  Conway. 

Locomotive  Hotel,  Wolverton. 


A  FISHING  QUERY. 
Dear  Sie, — Given  two  bowls  or  small  tanks  of 
water  exactly  the  same  weight  as  each  other  and  a 
live  fish,  lib.  weight,  is  put  in  one,  and  a  dead  fish, 
lib.  weight,  is  placed  in  the  other,  will  you  please 
say  if  there  is  any  difference  in  the  weights  of  the 
bowls,  and  if  so,  what  ?    This  question  was  the 
subject  of  discussion  a  night  or  two  ago,  but  no 
one  knew  the  answer. — Yours  truly, 
H.  Moss  Greer, 
Sec.  St.  Helens  Angling  Association. 

[I  have  never  tried  the  experiment,  but  I  fail  to 
see  how  there  can  be  any  difference  in  the  weight 
at  first  and  while  the  recently  killed  fish  weighs 
exactly  the  same  as  the  live  one.  Decomposition 
would  of  course  soon  make  a  difference,  but  Mr. 
Greer  of  course  means  a  freshly  k'lled  fish. — Eo.] 


RELIABLE  MOTOR  ENGINES  FOR  BOATS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  17 
an  inquiry  signed  "  Scrcpe  Doig,  Oughterard,"  for 
a  reliable  mutor  engine  to  fix  in  a  boat  for  use  on 
Lough  Corrib.  We  are  so'e  agents  for  the  most 
reliable  engine  in  the  world— the  Union  Engine — 
which  can  be  seen  running  at  our  Sbow  Rooms, 
100  to  104,  Long  Acre.  These  engines  are  from 
2-hor8e  power  up  to  500.  The  motor  has  petrol  or 
kerosene.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  give  fullest 
particulars  on  application. — Yours  truly. 

Savoy  Hou^e,  Richardson  &  Shearer. 

Strand,  London,  W.  C. 


A   SUGGESTION  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT 

OF  CONISTON  FISHERIES. 
{An  Interview  with  Mr.  Felix  Hamil,  of  the  Coniston 
Gondola.) 

Dear  Sir, — The  chief  complaint  against  the 
fishery  in  Coniston  water  is  the  exceeding  abund- 
ance of  non-sporting  fish  to  be  found.  Trout  and 
salmon  are  rarer  than  they  have  been  for  many 
years,  and  the  same  charge  is  said  to  be  true  of  our 
other  lakes.  Mr.  Hamil's  scheme,  based  on  thirty 
years'  acquaintance  with  the  lake,  is  simple.  It  is 
to  remove  without  expense  the  vermin  fish,  and 
thereby  allow  the  sporting  types  to  establish  them- 
selves. 

"  If  you  use  a  night  line  baited  with  minnows 
and  worms  in  our  lake  you  get  nothing  but  small 
eels  and  perch.  If  you  leave  the  line  in  the  water 
for  a  couple  of  hours  you  find  that  the  whole  of  the 
baits  not  taken  by  fish  are  gone,  eaten  off  by  the 
small  creatures  of  the  lake  bed.   The  fact  that 


trout  do  seldom  come  on  a  deep-water  night  line 
encourages  the  idea  that  if  these  lines  were  used 
systematically  and  honestly,  they  would  lead  to  a 
great  diminution  of  pike,  etc.  Seeing  that  pike 
and  eels  have  a  certain  market  value,  nothing 
would  be  simpler  than  to  allow  some  person  to  net 
sufficient  perch  to  bait  his  lines  and  use  these  at 
the  proper  period.  For  twenty-five  years,"  adds 
Mr.  Hamil,  "  every  time  I  h»ve  used  a  night  line  I 
have  baited  with  small  perch,  and  got  nothing  but 
eels  and  pike.  At  present  1  have  to  use  a  clasp  net 
to  get  my  perch.  When  the  perch  are  near  the  shore 
this  is  easy  enough,  but  when  they  retire  to  deep 
water  I  cannot  follow  them.  We  lay  our  night 
lines  down  near  Torver  Common,  and  during  one 
week  got  nine  pike  and  somewhere  about  351b.  of 
eels.  The  following  week  w*  were  unlucky  (both 
weeks,  I  should  add,  werfl  unpropitious  for  fishing), 
got  four  pike,  one  about  121b.,  the  others  averaging 
between  3lb.  and  4lb.,  with  about  151b.  of  eels. 
The  eels  taken  by  lines,  for  which  I  provided  bait 
during  one  week  of  last  August,  brought  £2  53.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  if  I  gave  the  whole  of  my  time 
to  the  lines  I  could  do  much  better  than  that.  If 
the  perch  could  be  netted  (ia  order  to  have  an 
easily-obtained  and  sure  source  of  bait)  I  could 
make  a  success  of  it  the  year  round.  Restrictions 
should  be  put  on  the  use  of  the  net  by  the 
authorised  person  so  that  no  misuse  could  be  made. 
The  netter  should  be  compelleJ  to  put  trout  back 
into  the  water,  retniniag  nothing  but  perch  to  use 
as  bait.  I  cannot  foresee  anything  to  prevent  such 
a  concession  being  a  success,  and  believe  that,  if 
taken  up  in  an  energetic  manner,  finally  it  would 
lead  to  the  ridding  of  this,  and  other  lakes,  of  their 
greatest  pests,  and  so  bring  the  fishing  naarer  the 
level  it  ought  to  be  upon." — Yours  truly, 

  W.  T.  Palmer. 

FISHING  IN  THE  BASINGSTOKE  CANAL.  ' 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  kindly  inform 
me  whether  there  is  any  coarse  fishing,  public  or  by 
payment,  in  the  Basingstoke  Canal  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  WinohSeld,  near  Basingstoke,  on  the 
South-Western  Railway. — Yours  truly,   J.  C.  B. 


GOOD  SEA  ANGLING  ON  THE  COAST 
OF  CORNWALL. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  Denby,"  if  he  will  communicate  with  ma  I  will 
give  hiin  the  names  of  good  spots,  also  names  of 
"boatmen  and  apartments,  and  the  likely  fish  ha  will 
take.  I  know  every  inch  of  Cornwall. — Yours 
truly,  Willi iM  Heabdee. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


RISING  FISH. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson's  letter  re 
"Rising  Fish,"  these  are  naturally  pleaded  to  be 
released  from  their  conSnement  after  a  journey,  and 
begin  sporting.  To  say  that  they  do  not  feed  on 
the  surface  is  hardly  correct.  We  have  known  an 
instance  of  a  small  consignment  of  good  fish  being 
turned  into  a  stream  one  day  and  giving  sport  with 
the  fly  on  the  morrow  end  after.  This  is  not  all 
oxygen  surely  1 — Yours  truly,  Berkshire. 

[The  "rising"  referred  to  was,  I  think,  confined 
to  the  time  immedixtely  after  the  fish  have  been 
turned  out.  There  would  be  nothing  wonderful  in 
their  feeding  a  day  after  they  were  turned  out  or 
even  half  a  day. — Sd.J 

HEARDER'S  "NE^V  SWIVEL  BOAT- 
SHAPED  LEAD." 

Dear  Sib, — We  thank  you  for  illustrating  our 
new  lead.  It  gives  the  readers  a  splendid  idea  of 
the  working  of  it.  We  are  sorry  we  misjudged  you 
about  the  trial.  Our  aim  is  to  allow  the  twist  that 
is  thrown  into  the  line  by  the  friction  of  being 
drawn  in  through  the  rings  of  a  rod,  or  over  the 
gunwale  of  the  boat,  to  run  through  the  sinker.  If 
you  tow  a  new  line  (twisted)  with  a  fixed  wire  in  a 
boat-shaped  sinker,  and  another  with  a  loose  wire 
like  ours,  and  bring  both  lines  in  tha  boat,  you  will 
see  the  difference.  One  will  twist  up  and  snarl, 
while  the  other  will  not,  or  not  to  the  same  extent. 
It  will  not  prevent  the  twist  in  a  fouled  spinner  or 
bait  from  running  up  the  line,  but  as  the  line  is 
wound  up,  the  tsvist  runs  out  again. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  Hsardeb  &  Son. 

FISHING  NEAR  DULWICH. 
De.\r  Sie,— I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  inform  me  whether  I 
could  obtain  fishing  anywhere  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dulwich,  or  the  nearest  to  that  pa  t  of  London. 
My  spare  time  i)  limited  to  such  an  extent  that  I 
cannot  get  up  the  river  easily,  but  I  am  under  tha 
impression  fishing  is  to  be  got  somewhere  in  the 
district  of  Dulwich  village.  Thanking  you  ia 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  B. 
[Several  ItUert  are  urMvoHably  held  overi] 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


"Choate  is  taking  Lessons  in  Angling." 

Ijf  large  black  type  the  New  York  World  pub- 
lishes a  cable  despatch  to  the  following  effect: — 
"Choate  is  taking  Lessons  in  Angling.  Pro- 
fessional Trouter  hired  to  teach  Him  how 
TO  LURE  Wary  Fish  from  an  Ideal  Real 
Brook."  Here  is  the  text  of  the  rest  of  this 
interesting  cable  despatch:— 

"  London,  Sept.  3. — United  States  Ambassador 
Choate's  chief  reasons  for  selecting  Epscombs, 
Hertfordshire,  for  his  vacation  were  the  quietness 
and  seclusion  of  the  place  and  the  splendid  oppor- 
tunities it  affords  in  the  way  of  sport  of  various 
kinds. 

"  Fishing  has  taken  his  fancy.  An  ideal  trout 
stream  runs  through  the  gardens,  on  the  green 
banks  of  which  Mr.  Choate,  serious-faced  and 
diligent,  frequently  stays  all  day  waiting  for  a 
haul,  Mi.ss  Choate  following  the  footsteps  of  her 
father,  and  side  by  side  they  stand  or  recline, 
casting  flies. 

"  The  Ambassador  is  not  doing  things  by  halves. 
He  means  to  become  an  expert  angler.  Therefore, 
a  'professional'  trouter  has  been  hired  to  initiate 
him  and  his  daughter  into  the  secrets  of  the  gentle 
art. 

"The  Ambassador  is  not  expected  back  to  town 
for  some  time.  Meanwhile,  the  Embassy  is  in 
charge  of  Second  Secretary  Carter." 

It  was  not  in  vain  that  we  gave  Mr.  Choate  that 
dinner  at  the  Fly  Fi.shers'  Club.  Next  time  he 
comes  he  will  have  some  real  fish  stories  to  tell  us 
about  that  ideal  brook. 

Fishing  in  Switzerland. 

In  his  interesting  Swiss  report  I  see  that 
"Benwvan,"  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
in  London  this  season,  says  it  is  reported  that  the 
Bellevue  Hotel,  at  Sierre,  has  been  sold.,  He 
add.s:— "If  the  fishing  rights  in  the  Rhone,  etc., 
go  with  it,  it  may  be  hoped  that  fishing  attractions 
will  be  included  in  the  great  developments  of  the 
situation  said  to  be  contemplated."  There  is  no 
doubt  the  trout  fiishing  in  Switzerland  might  be 
much  improved,  but  the  fact  that  the  streams  are 


so  often  fed  by  glaciers  militates  against  sport 
and  fish  food.  And  yet  Pictet's  great  works  on  the 
water  flies  are  based  on  those  he  found  on  his  native 
streams  and  lakes. 


Sea  fishing  improves  every  day  at  Ramsgate. 
Many  anglers  are  at  work  from  the  piers  daily, 
and  lots  of  boats  get  out  between  the  changes  of 
wind. 


Capture  of  a  331b.  Irish  Pike. 
Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop,  of  Long  Sutton,  Lincolnshire, 
fishing  on  Lough  Conn  on  Monday,  Oct.  3, 
spinning  a  small  natural  bait,  captured  a  fine  pike 
of  33ib.  Measurements — extreme  length,  45in. ; 
eye  to  fork  of  tail,  39in. ;  girth,  235in.  Mr.  Mossop 
gave  the  fish  to  Mr.  Healy,  proprietor  of  the 
Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  and  it  has  been 
sent  to  Mr.  Cooper  for  preservation. 

Good  Sea  Fishing  in  Southampton  Water. 

I  can  recommend  anglers  who  want  to  know 
where  to  go  for  some  good  sea  fishing  where  the 
charges  for  bait  and  boat  are  very  reasonable  to  write 
to  Mr.  C.  McPherson,  of  Messrs.  Cox  &■  McPherson, 
fishing  tackle  makers,  62,  High-street,  South- 
ampton. From  now  to  the  middle  of  November 
one  is  certain  to  obtain  good  sport  with  whiting 
and  pout  on  proper  tides.  A  few  bass,  skate,  and 
conger  can  also  be  got.  There  is  plenty  of  accom- 
modation at  hotels,  including  the  Crown,  Royal, 
Dolphin,  and  Radley's  Hotel,  and  in  lodgings.  Boats 
and  baits  are  easily  obtainable,  and  steam  launches 
can  be  hired.  Grey  mullet  are  off  now,  but  have 
been  more  plentiful  this  season  than  for  years  past. 
There  are  a  good  few  eels  up  to  31b.  and  41b.,  and 
conger  up  to  251b.,  but  flatfish  are  very  scarce.  Mr. 
McPherson  is  himself  a  sea  angler,  and  has  brought 
out  some  first-rate  leads,  etc.,  for  sea  fishing.  I 
beheve  this  district  is  not  patronised  as  it  d. ^serves 
to  be  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  up  nearly  to 
December,  for  sea  fishing. 

A  Good  Tip. 

Mr.  Reuben  Heaton,  fishing  tackle  maker.  New- 
street,  Aston  New  Town,  Birmingham,  writes : — 
"  I  send  you  a  little  ring  and  holder  which  I  have 
found  very  useful  when  out  fishing  and  the  top 
ring  of  my  rod  has  broken.  You  just  scrape  the 
end  of  the  rod  top  and  push  the  light  fine  tube 
holding  the  ring  on  to  the  end.  It  is  a  capital 
makeshift  till  home  again."  I  quite  agree  with 
Mr.  Heaton.  His  substitute  for  a  broken  top  ring 
is  a  neatly  tapered,  light,  fine  brass  tube  with  a 
smooth  ring  at  the  end.  It  would  do  for  a  fly  top, 
as  well  as  for  any  ordinary  fine  top. 

Destruction  of  Fish  by  Wild  Birds. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  kindly  sends  me  a  cutting  of  a 
letter  in  the  Scotsman  which  points  out  again  the 
loss  our  fisheries  are  suffering  from  the  great 
increase  of  wild  birds,  which  are  so  absurdly  over- 
protected  now. 

"DESTRUCTION  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
FRY. 

"Edinburgh,  Sept.  24,  1904. 
"  Sir, — I  enclose  a  cutting  from  an  English  news- 
paper which  tells  its  own  story.  So  far  as  I  have 
observed  no  authority  or  association  interested  in 
the  preservation  of  salmon  and  trout  has  taken 
any  steps  to  check  the  enormous  consumption  of 
salmon  and  trout  fry  by  sea-gulls.  Within  the 
last  ten  years  those  birds  have  increased  on  some 
rivers  by  from  1000  to  2000  per  cent.,  and  they  in- 
cessantly feed  on  fish  fry.  Yet  nothing  is  done. — I 
am,  etc.,     "  Qdis  Custodiet  Ipsos  Custodes."- 

[Enclosure.] 

"  Gulls  Chase  a  Trout. 

"  A  trout  of  two  pounds'  weight  was  captured 
after  a  novel  chase  in  the  Whitadder,  near  Chirn- 
side.  Several  men  standing  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  observed  a  flock  of  fifty  or  sixty  gulls  flying 
and  screaming  up  the  river  like  a  pack  of  hounds 
in  full  cry.  They  darted  below  the  bridge  that 
spans  the  river  and  leads  to  Chirnside.  and  it  was 
at  length  observed  that  they  were  giving  chase  to 
a  trout.  The  trout  darted  and  swam  as  if  for  dear 
life,  while  the  birds  pursued  him  in  a  manner  which 
promised  to  end  in  the  capture  of  their  prey.  After 
the  trout  had  been  chased  at  a  rapid  rate  for  a 
considerable  distance  up  stream,  it  attempted  to 
take  shelter  underneath  a  large  stone,  but  the  eager 
birds  were  not  to  be  baffled  in  this  way,  for  several 


of  their  number  actually  dived  under  the  water 
like  a  pack  of  otter  hounds  and  dislodged  their 
prey.  The  frightened  fish  turned  down  the  stream, 
and  after  being  pursued  for  some  distance,  again 
sought  refuge  under  a  stone,  but  was  once  more 
dislodged,  and  bolted,  being  hunted  up  stream  for 
a  considerable  time.  At  last  the  trout,  being  quite 
exhausted,  ran  himself  almost  on  to  dry  land,  and 
was  captured  by  one  of  the  men  who  had  witnessed 
the  chase,  the  gulls  meantime  showing  their  indigna- 
tion by  loud  and  angry  protestations. '- 

Experiences  of  Trout  Fishing  this  Season,  etc. 

A  friend,  a  first-rato  dry-fly  man,  writes  : — 

"My  experience  of  trout  fishing  this  year  has 
been  the  same  on  the  two  rivers  that  I  have  fished 
— very  far  apart — the  Wutach  in  May,  and  the 
Dorset  Frome  for  the  rest  of  the  season.  There 
was  on  both  rivers  at  these  times  an  extraordinary 
absence  of  fly.  The  March  Browns  and  Duns, 
which  usually  appear  in  myriads  on  the  former 
river,  never  hatched  in  any  quantity  one  single 
day  for  the  month  that  I  spent  in  the  Black  Forest 
with  a  friend  this  spring.  Nevertheless,  with  a 
sunk  fly  we  took  fair  bags  of  fish. 

"On  the  Frome,  except  for  a  fortnight  in  August, 
when  a  midge-Uke  fly  made  its  appearance,  there 
has  been  no  decent  rise  the  whole  summer,  and  of 
late  the  larger  fish  have  entirely  ceased  to  rise  at 
anything.  This  has,  of  course,  made  the  bags  very 
fight,  generally  empty,  for  the  larger  part  of  the 
season.  It  has  been  noticeable  that  the  fish  have 
been  in  excellent  condition,  well  fed  with  water 
insects,  snails,  and  the  larvae  of  various  small  flies. 
I  have  noticed  that  many  more  fish  than  usual 
have  been  pink  fleshed.  There  is  a  grand  stork 
now  in  the  water,  and  we  all  hope  that  next  year 
will  be  a  record  one. 

"A  Board  School  child  is  given  credit  for  replying 
to  the  question,  'What  do  you  know  of  Izaak 
Walton  ? '  '  Izaak  Walton  was  such  a  good  fisher- 
man that  he  was  called  the  Judicious  Hooker.' 

"  In  a  book  entitled  '  A  Picturesque  Tour  through 
Ireland,'  pubUshed  by  Thomas  McLean,  1824,  in 
the  description  of  the  salmon  leap  at  Leixhp  the 
writer  says :  '  A  friend  of  the  author's  has  placed 
it  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  salmon  always  returns 
to  the  river  where  it  has  been  bred.  Being  the 
proprietor  of  a  salmon  fishery,  he  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  stopping  the  young  fry  on  their  descent  to 
the  sea  by  closing  the  sluices  of  the  stills  and  weirs  ; 
and  thus  taking  them  in  great  numbers,  he  marked 
them  with  a  pair  of  scizzors  in  one  of  the  fins,  and 
on  their  return  from  the  sea  in  the  spring  he  had 
good  reason  to  beheve  that  all  returned  which  he 
had  marked,  making  a  small  deduction  for  the 
waste  that  accident  might  make  amongst  them. 
He  also  ascertained  that  the  salmon  attains  very 
nearly  its  full  size  in  a  single  season — that  is,  during 
the  winter,  whilst  at  sea.'  " 

I  think  Izaak  would  have  felt  flattered  by  the 
youngsters  reply,  connecting  him  with  his  beloved 
Hooker,  whose  Ufe  he  wrote  so  lovingly.  "  He 
that  praises  Richard  Hooker,"  he  says,  "praises 
God,  who  has  given  such  gifts  to  men."  It  was 
Sir  Wilham  Cooper  who  wrote — 
"  Though  nothing  can  be  spoke  worthy  his  fame. 

Or  the  remembrance  of  that  precious  name. 
Judicious  Hooker,"  etc. 

Walton  was  a  delightful  biographer,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  question  the  genuineness  of  his  tributes 
to  the  good  qualities  of  his  subjects.  As  regards 
absence  of  fly,  I  think  it  is  time  we  started  some 
society  for  the  propagation  of  duns,  etc.  I  would 
gladly  subscribe  to  it.  The  account  of  marking 
samlets  is  interesting,  although  Walton  had  recorded 
sim  lar  experiments  long  before.  That  the  salmon 
attains  to  nearly  full  size  in  a  single  sea-on  is 
hardly  correct,  but  he  appears  to  do  so  in  a  far 
shorter  time  than  other  fish,  and  in  some  cases  to 
grow  far  more  rap'dly  than  in  others.  It  is  pretty 
certain  that  it  all  depends  on  the  nature  and 
quantity  of  the  food  he  gets  in  the  sea,  and  doubt- 
less that  varies  from  poor  and  scanty  to  rich  and 
abundant^  R.  B.  Mabston. 


THE  TWEED. 


"  G.  M.."  in  his  "Back-End  Season"  last  week, 
said  the  Tw3ed  closes  on  Nov.  1 — it  should  have 
been  Nov?  30.  Readers  who  are  looking  forward 
to  some  November  days  on  the  Tweed  got  a  scare, 
as  they  thought  the  rod  season  had  been  curtailed 
for  a  month. 
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GREAT  BAIT-CASTING  CONTEST 
IN  AMERICA. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  report  from  the 
American  Field  of  the  recent  Bait-Casting  Tourna- 
ment for  accuracy  and  for  distance,  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Chicago  Fly-Casting  Olub,  that 
the  affair  was  a  great  success.  I  have  given  the 
report  in  full  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  because  it 
shows  all  details  so  clearly — including  weight  of 
the  baits,  weight  of  the  rods,  make  of  rods,  make 
of  reels,  etc.  The  report  is  fully  illustrated.  I 
have  reproduced  two  of  the  pictures  because  they 
show  so  clearly  how  the  American  bait-cast  is 
made. 

The  reel  (a  special  multiplier)  is  controlled  to 
prevent  over-running  by  pressure  of  the  thumb  on 
the  line  on  the  reel  barrel.  The  rod  is  turned  so 
the  reel  is  above  it,  the  right  hand  grasping  the 
rod  behind  the  reel  so  that  the  thumb  can  be  placed 


C.  B.  Kelsey. 
(This  shows  Mr.  Kelsey  about  to  cast.) 


against  the  line  coiled  on  the  reel.  In  casting  the 
bait  is  wound  up  to  the  end  or  close  to  the  end  of 
the  6 -foot  rod;  the  latter  is  then  put  right  back 
over  the  right  shoulder — see  illustration  No.  I  of 
Mr.  C.  B.  Kelsey  preparing  to  make  the  forward 
cast ;  the  thumb  holds  the  reel  while  the  angler  is 
getting  pace  on  to  it,  and  at  the  right  moment  the 
pressure  is  taken  off  and  away  flies  the  bait  as 


G.  A.  HiNTERLEITNER. 

(This  shows  Mr.  Hintei  leilner  just  stopping  the  reel 
with  his  thiiiul)  after  easting.) 


the  reel  spins  round ;  then  the  thumb  is  brought 
into  action  again  to  prevent  over-running.  It  is 
pretty  much  the  action  of  the  boy  in  casting  a 
clay  ball  from  the  end  of  a  stick.  Illustration 
No.  2  shows  Mr.  (J.  A.  Hinterleitner  with  arm 
extended,  reel  uppermost  at  end  of  cast.  Of 


course,  when  rod  is  put  over  shoulder  the  reel  is 
for  the  moment  vmder  the  rod. 

It  stands  to  reason  that  this  straight  over  method 
of  casting  must  be  far  more  accurate  in  a  general 
way  than  any  side  casting  or  side  swing  can 
possibly  be.  The  first  time  I  ever  saw  it  done 
was  by  a  Thames  trout  angler  sitting  in  a  punt 
with  the  line  coiled  at  his  feet ;  he  used  exactly  the 
action  described — this  was  over  thirty  years  ago, 
near  Ghertsey,  on  the  Thames.  I  have  often 
wondered  who  he  was.  He  caught  a  lovely  trout 
about  81b.  on  his  natural  spinning  dace  on  the 
finest  of  tackle,  and  was  a  past  master  of  the 
art.    If  alive  he  must  be  about  seventy  now. 

R.  B.  M. 

CHICAGO  FLY-CASTING  CLUB'S  BAIT- 
OASTING  TOURNAMENT. 

For  several  reasons  the  open-to-all  bait-casting 
tournament,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chicago  Fly- 
Casting  Club,  held  last  Saturday  afternoon  at  the 
North  Lagoon,  Garfield  Park,  must  be  pronounced 
an  unqualified  success.  It  was  the  first  open 
tournament,  exclusively  for  bait-casters,  given  by 
the  local  club,  and  it  was  a  free-for-all,  in  the  sense 
that  no  entrance  fees  or  charges  of  any  nature  were 
exacted  from  the  entrants,  and  the  reception  and 
tournament  committees  exerted  themselves  to 
extend  hospitality  and  a  hearty  welcome  to  all. 

Balmy  breezes  and  a  clear  sky  greeted  an  assem- 
blage of  several  hundred,  including  experts  in  the 
scientific  sport  of  bait-casting  for  points,  a  number 
of  ladies  whose  presence  bestowed  an  added  charm 
to  the  occasion,  and  others  who  were  interested 
spectators.  Those  who  criticise  this  type  of  sport 
as  lacking  in  interest,  because  "  it  is  not  the  real 
thing,"  might  have  seen  cause  to  modify  their  views 
if  they  had  been  present  to  note  the  keen  competi- 
tion between  the  wielders  of  the  bait-casting  outfit, 
the  constant  attention  of  the  spectators,  and  the 
applause  bestowed  upon  any  competitor  who  made 
an  exceptionally  accurate  cast. 

The  number  of  entries  was  large,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  scores  appended,  and  although  the  casting 
progressed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  darkness  cut  short 
the  long-distance  contest,  and  the  event  was 
declared  closed  at  the  end  of  the  third  round,  the 
awards  being  made  upon  the  showing  of  the  con- 
testants up  to  that  time.  This  and  the  fact  that 
a  strong,  gusty  wind  interfered  considerably  with 
the  work  of  the  casters  in  the  delicacy  (quarter- 
ounce)  event  were  the  only  drawbacks  noted,  and 
these  did  not  dampen  the  enthusiasm  of  the  com- 
petitors or  of  the  spectators,  for  the  interest  was 
well  sustained  until  the  last  cast  was  made  upon 
the  lawn,  long  after  six  o'clock,  when  keen  vision 
only  could  trace  the  flight  of  the  half-ounce  weight 
and  enable  the  judges  to  see  the  figures  on  the  tape 
line  laid  through  the  centre  of  the  court. 

Bait-casting,  a  style  of  fishing  that  is  extremely 
popular  with  the  anglers  of  the  middle  West,  has 
grown  in  favour  rapidly  since  the  fly  and  bait- 
casting  tournament  first  given  by  the  Chicago  Fly- 
Casting  Club,  at  the  Columbian  Exposition  in  1893, 
until  now  it  has  thousands  of  devotees  throughout 
the  country.  As  a  scientific  method  of  angling, 
requiring  a  high  degree  of  expertness  in  wielding 
the  rod,  thumbing  the  reel  to  regulate  the  outgoing 
line,  in  deUvering  the  lure  with  accuracy  and 
placing  it  upon  the  water  with  delicacy,  bait- 
casting  is  excelled  only  by  fly-casting,  and  some 
advocates  of  the  former  hesitate  to  award  the  palm 
of  superiority  to  the  latter.  Therefore,  its  rapid 
gain  in  popularity  is  not  cause  for  wonderment, 
neither  is  it  surprising  that  many  of  the  fair  sex 
are  turning  now  to  the  use  of  the  bait-casting  out- 
fit, nor  that  some  of  them  have  become  proficient 
therewith  on  lake  or  stream.  That  the  ladies  have 
deep  interest  in  this  sport  was  evidenced  by  their 
attendance  in  goodly  numbers  at  this  function,  and 
by  the  hearty  congratulations  they  bestowed  upon 
the  winners,  as  well  as  the  womanly  sympathy 
extended  to  the  less  fortunate  contestants. 

Prominent  among  the  anglers  from  other  cities 
who  took  part  in  the  competitions  were  John 
Waddell  and  C.  B.  Kelsey.  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
well-known  members  of  the  Consolidated  Sports- 
men's Association  of  that  city,  and  Ernest 
Bartholomew,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  A  number  of 
other  anglers  who  are  not  members  of  the  club 
competed  also.- 

A.  H.  Barnes,  of  Racine,  Wis.,  was  present,  but 
did  not  participate  in  the  casting  events,  although 
he  manifested  much  interest.  He  stated  that  the 
formation  of  a  fly  and  bait-casting  club  had  been 


discussed  considerably  at  Racine,  and  the  organisa- 
tion of  such  a  club  was  a  certainty  of  the  near 
future. 

The  prizes  were  captured  mostly  by  the  Chicago 
club  members,  through  superior  dexterity,  a 
notable  exception  being  Mr.  Bartholomew's  winning 
of  the  first  prize  in  the  long-distance  event,  with 
an  average  (of  three  casts)  of  144|ft.j  his  longest 
cast  158ft.  Mr.  Kelsey  took  third  place  in  the 
same  event,  with  an  average  of  131f ft. ;  and  John 
Hohmann,  of  Chicago,  was  second  with  133 ^ft. 

In  the  delicacy  (quarter-ounce)  event,  John 
Hohmann  was  first,  with  98  •  5  per  cent. ;  H.  G- 
Hascall  and  A.  C.  Smith  tied  in  second  place,  with 
97 -9  per  cent. ;  E.  L  Mason  and  L.  N.  Place,  the 
latter  a  visiting  caster,  tied  in  third  place  with 
97  "8  per  cent.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  the 
twenty-two  contestants  in  this  event  fourteen  made 
scores  above  95  per  cent.,  and  but  two  fell  below 

90  per  cent.,  a  very  good  showing  when  it  is 
remembered  the  gusts  of  stiff  wind  that  prevailed 
during  the  casting  of  this  event  materially  affected 
the  flight  of  the  light  weights 

In  the  distance  and  accuracy  event,  with  the 
half-ounce  weight,  thirty-six  entrants  completed 
their  scores,  sixteen  of  whom  were  not  club 
members.  The  time  necessary  to  the  casting  off 
of  this  event  will  be  appreciated  when  it  is  stated 
that  each  contestant  made  two  casts  at  each  of 
five  distances.  The  winners  were  A.  C.  Smith, 
with  98  •  5  per  cent.  ;  H.  G.  Hascall,  with  98  •  1  per 
cent. ;  F.  N.  Peet,  with  98  per  cent.  Thus  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  men  who  went  to  the  front  were 
all  but  little  short  of  perfect  in  their  work,  and  it 
is  worthy  of  note  that  but  four  of  the  casters  fell 
below  90  per  cent.,  all  the  rest  having  to  their  credit 

91  per  cent,  or  better,  as  the  completed  scores  will 
show.  This  was  an  exhibition  of  a  high  average 
when  the  number  of  contestants  is  considered. 

The  moral  to  be  drawn  from  the  results  of  this 
tournament  is  not  new,  by  any  means,  but  will 
bear  repeating  here,  as  follows:  "Practice  makes 
perfect."  The  most  casual  reader  will  note  that 
the  winners  mostly  were  Chicago  men  who  have 
kept  in  touch  with  the  game  by  practice,  and  few 
will  doubt  that  the  more  expert  a  bait-caster  is  in 
deftly  and  delicately  placing  his  lure  upon  the 
water,  when  out  after  the  gamy  bass,  the  better  his 
chances  for  receiving  a  response  from  the  bronze- 
backer  lurking  in  a  pocket  beneath  the  lily  pads. 

The  first  event  was  called  promptly  at  two  o'clock, 
with  Mr.  Charles  Antoine  as  caUer,  whose  portrait 
is  shown  among  the  contestants. 

Delicacy  Bait  Casting. 

With  loz.  weight,  at  targets  located  at  60,  65, 
70,  75,  and  80  feet  from  casting  point.  Two  casts 
at  each  distance. 

Scores. 


Per  Cent 

John  Hohmann   

...  98 

5 

H.  G.  HascaU   

...  97 

9 

A.  C.  Smith  

...  97 

9 

E.  L.  Mason   

...  97 

8 

*L.  N.  Place  

...  97 

8 

W.  H.  Dilg  

...  93 

7 

*C.  B.  Kelsey   

...  95 

9 

E.  R.  Letterman  

...  96 

5 

N.  C.  Heston   

...  97 

2 

B.  J.  Kellenberger 

...  96 

9 

H.  Wheeler  Perce  

...  97 

4 

*John  Waddell   

...  93 

6 

*G.  A.  Bluhm   

...  91 

2 

G.  A.  Hinterleitner 

...  97 

7 

F.  S.  Smith  

...  95 

7 

F.  N.  Peet  

...  97 

4 

Chas.  F.  Brown   

...  92 

3 

E.  P.  Sperry   

...  91 

4 

Robt.  Slade,  jun  

...  94 

8 

C.  B.  Robinson   

...  95 

9 

"^L.  I.  Blackman   

...  85 

5 

*M.  H.  Butler   

...  84 

5 

*  Not  nienibens  of  eluh. 


Judges:  Messrs.  C.  L.  Bequeaith,  Ernest  Bar- 
tholomew, and  Critchfield. 

Winners  :  First,  John  Hohmann,  prize,  a  Montague 
City  steel-centred  bamboo  rod;  H.  G.  Hascall 
and  A.  G.  Smith  tied  for  second  place,  and  the  tie 
will  be  cast  off  at  a  date  to  be  named  in  the  near 
future,  when  the  winner  will  receive  the  second 
prize,  a  pair  of  mackintosh  waders  and  a  pair  of 
wading  shoes ;  the  loser  will  receive  the  third  prize,, 
a  Meisselbach  take-apart  reel. 

Distance  and  Accubacy  Bait  Casting. 
With  one  half-ounce  weight,  at  targets  located 
60,  70,  80,  90,  and  100  feet  from  casting  pointj 
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Two  casts  at  each  distance.  In  each  of  the  above 
the  bullseye  or  centre  of  target  will  be  30  inches  in 
diameter.  If  weight  falls  in  bullseye  the  cast  will 
be  perfect ;  for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  foot  away 
from  the  bullseye  a  demerit  of  one  will  be  counted. 
The  sum  of  demerits  divided  by  ten  and  deducted 
from  100  shall  constitute  the  average  or  score  of 
contestants. 


Scores. 

Pei-.Cent. 


A.  C.  Smith  

...  98 

•5 

H.  G.  Hascali   

...  98 

1 

F.  N.  Peet  

...  98 

W.  H.  Dilg  

...  94 

•3 

E.  L.  Mason   

...  97 

•8 

*C.  B.  Kelsey   

...  96 

4 

E.  R.  Letterman  

...  97 

1 

X.  C.  Heston 

...  97 

•8 

B.  J.  Kellenberger  

...  97 

1 

H.  Wheeler  Peree  

...  97 

*John  Waddell   

...  96 

6 

*G.  A.  Bluhra   

...  95 

9 

G.  A.  Hinterleitner 

...  97 

8 

John  Hohmann  ... 

...  97 

5 

F.  S.  Smith  

...  97 

3 

Charles  F.  Brown  

...  94 

7 

E.  P.  Sperry   

...  91 

*L.  X.  Place  

...  95 

2 

Robert  Slade,  jtm  

...  96 

1 

C.B.Robinson  ... 

...  95 

1 

*L.  I.  Blackman   

...  83 

*M.  H.  Butler   

...  81- 

5 

*F.  P.  Xaylor   

...  96 

2 

*0.  G.  Loomis   

...  96 

3 

H.  B.  Xoyse 

...  92 

8 

D.  B.  Brown   

...  96 

2 

*A.  R.  Swartz   

...  82 

9 

*M.  T.  Bush  

...  94- 

9 

*F.  M.  Brooks   

...  96- 

2 

*J.  A.  McCormack  

...  94- 

1 

I.  H.  Bellows   

...  97- 

2 

R.  T.  Brady   

...  91- 

2 

*D.  A.  Dean  

...  84 

4 

*Wm.  Stanley   

...  96- 

1 

*John  Harris   

...  93- 

5 

*C.  Warr   

...  92 

4 

*  >'ot  members  of  club. 


Judges:  Messrs.  C.  L.  Bequeaith,  John  Woods, 
ind  W.  H.  Babcock. 

Winners :  First,  A.  C.  Smith,  prize,  a  Meek 
ewelled  reel ;  second,  H.  G.  Hascali,  prize,  an 
imerica  ball-bearing  reel;  third,  F.  N.  Peet, 
prize,  one  dozen  Hildebrandt's  fancy  tandem 
ipinners. 

Long  Distance  Bait-casting 

With  one  half-oiince  weight,  on  the  lawn,  down 
I  tape  measure  in  centre  of  a  wedge-shaped  court, 
»t  point  of  which  caster  will  stand.  Court  will  be 
aid  out  at  an  angle  from  casting  point  that  will 
ranse  it  to  be  30ft.  wide  at  100ft.  down  the  tape 
md  continued  in  same  widening  angle.  Each 
j«8ter  will  be  allowed  five  casts ;  if  weight  falls 
rateide  of  court  cast  shall  be  scored  0;  Length  of 
:a8ta  shall  be  estimated  from  distance  indicated  on 
»pe  at  point  nearest  which  the  weight  falls,  less 
;he  distance  away  from  tape  in  excess  of  one  foot 
one  foot  or  less  away  from  tape  being  considered 
I  perfect  cast).  In  scoring  on  tape  no  distance 
.eSs  than  one-half  foot  is  to  be  counted,  and  in 
iomputing  distance  from  tape  fractions  to  count 
w  one  foot.  The  sum  total  of  all  five  casts 
livided  by  five  shall  be  the  average.  The  highest 
iverage  (not  longest  cast)  wins,  but  the  longest 
»8t  will  be  made  a  matter  of  record. 


Scores. 

Feet. 


A.  C.  Smith   

...  122 

1- 

-3 

H.  G.  Hascali  

...  115 

1- 

-3 

F.  N.  Peet   

...  127 

W.  H.  Dilg   

...  97 

1- 

-3 

E.  L.  Mason   

...  79 

2- 

3 

*C.  B.  Kelsey   

...  131 

2- 

-3 

E.  R.  Letterman 

...  101 

2- 

3 

N.  C.  Heston  

...  119 

2- 

3 

B.  J.  Kellenberger 

...  110 

2- 

-3 

H.  Wheeler  Perce 

...  107 

1- 

-3 

*John  Waddell  

...  72 

*G.  A.  Bluhm  

...  83 

G.  A.  Hinterleitner  ... 

...  116 

John  Hohmann 

...  133 

2- 

-3 

F.  S.  Smith   

...  44 

1- 

-3 

C.  F.  Brown   

,..  82 

1- 

-3 

E.  P.  Sperry   

...  85 

2- 

-3 

L.  X.  Place   

...  85 

1- 

-6 

C.  B.  Robinson  

...  60 

1- 

-3 

*F.  P.  Xaylor   

...  102 

*0.  G.  Loomis  

...  ir> 

D.  E.  Bronson  

...  86 

1 

3 

*  3<fot  tnembeii^oficlub. 


Scores. 

Feet. 

*A.  R.  Swartz   46  2-3 

*M.  T.  Bush    69  1-3 

*F.  M.  Brooks   71 

R.  T.  Brady    104  1-3 

*D.  A.  Dean    91  2-3 

*W.  Stanley    HO 

*John  Harris    106  1-3 

*E.  Bartholomew    144  1-3 

*  Not  members  of  club. 

Judges :  Messrs.  C.  L;  Bequeaith,  W.  F.  Schmidt, 
and  John  Woods. 

Winners:  First,  E.  Bartholomew,  prize,  a  sole 
leather  rod  case  of  English  pattern  ;  second,  John 
Hohmann,  prize,  a  Bristol  steel  rod;  third,  C.  B. 
Kelsey,  prize,  a  marble  safety  ax. 

Mr.  Bartholomew's  average,  144ift.,  undoubtedly 
is  a  world's  record,  as  is  his  single  cast  of  158ft., 
for  the  American  style  of  long-distance  bait-casting 
with  the  one  half-ounce  weight.  This  performance 
is  the  more  creditable-  from  J  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Bartholomew  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his 
favourite  rod  while  casting  in  a  previous  event ;  but 
he  spliced  it,  entered  into  competition,  and  won  the 
honours.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  of  interest 
to  become  reminiscent.  At  the  open  tournament, 
in  1893,  at  the  Columbian  Exposition,  Frank  B. 
Davidson,  then  secretary  of  the  Chicago  Fly-Casting 
Club,  averaged  in  the  half-ounce  bait  contest,  in 
five  casts,  106  l-5ft. ;  his  longest  cast,  and  a 
perfect  one,  152ft.  This,  so  far  as  we  have  records, 
stood  as  a  world's  record  for  this  style  of  casting 
until  Mr.  Bartholomew  put  it  in  the  shade.  Mr. 
Davidson  made  a  much  higher  score  in  August, 
1894,  average  of  five  casts,  167  l-5ft..  longest  cast, 
and  a  perfect  one,  173ft.  In  September  of  the 
following  year  Mr.  Davidson  scored  an  average,  in 
five  casts,  of  173  2-5ft.,  longest  cast  192ft.  These 
scores  were  made  in  club  competitions,  not  in  open 
tournaments,  and  are  not  world's  records ;  but 
probably  no  bait  caster  ever  [has  equalled  them  in 
any  contest. 

The  target  used  in  the  delicacy  and  in  the  dis- 
tance and  accuracy  events  was  devised  by  G.  Aj 
Davis  and  H.  Wj  Perce  to  supersede  the  old  buoy 
and  enable  the  judges  to  determine  more  accurately 
the  value  of  every  cast  made.  It  consists  of  an 
iron  ring  6ft.  6in.  in  diameter,  attached  to  the 
inside  of  which  is  a  circular  wooden  float  4ft.  6in. 
in  diameter  and  1ft.  wide  on  its  white-painted 
upper  surface,  leaving  a  circular  water  space  30in. 
in  diameter  in  the  centre  of  the  target,  in  the 
centre  of  which  is  mounted  a  yellow-painted 
wooden  ball  6in.  in  diameter.  A  cast  into  this 
30in.  bullseye  is  scored  perfect,  for  each  foot  or 
fraction  of  a  foot  away  from  the  bullseye  a 
demerit  of  one  is  counted.  The  sum  of  demerits 
divided  by  ten  (the  number  of  casts)  and  deducted 
from  100  constitutes  the  score.  This  device  has 
given  satisfaction  to  the  members  of  the  Chicago 
Fly-Casting  Club. 

The  make,  length,  weight,  and  materials  of  the 
rods  and  the  kinds  of  reels  used  by  the  entrants  in 
the  delicacy  event  will  be  found  in  the  following 
compilation:  — 

F.  X.  Peet — Divine  rod,  6f  t.  2in.,  5oz.,  split  bamboo, 
Talbot  reel. 

E.  R.  Letterman — V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  2Jin.,  S^oz., 

split  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
H.  G.  Hascali— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  ^in.,  4foz., 
split  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 

A.  C.  Smith— Divine  rod,  6ft.,  4Joz.,  split  bamboo, 

Talbot  reel. 

F.  S.  Smith— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  2in.,  5oz.,  split 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
H.  W.  Perce— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  3in.,  S^oz., 
split  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 

G.  A.  Hinterleitner — Own  make,  5ft.  10 Jin.,  5oz., 

wood,  Pennell  reel. 

B.  J.  Kellenberger— V^.  L.  and  A.  rod,' 6ft.  2Jin., 

5Joz.,  split  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
E.  L.  Mason — V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  2|in.,  5Joz., 
split  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 

C.  F.  Brown— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  Jin.,  S^oz., 

split  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
J.  Holunann — Own  make,   6ft.    3in.,  5oz.,  split 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
O.  J.  Loomis — Divine  rod,  6ft.  6Jin.,  6oz.,  split 

bamboo.  Blue  Grass  reel. 
W.  H.  Dilg— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  2iin.,  SJoz.,  split 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
E.  P.  Sperry — Own  make,  6ft.  2Jin.,  5oz.,  wood. 

Blue  Grass  reel. 
C.  B.  Robinson — Own  make,  6ft.  2in.,  6oz.,  wood. 

Otter  reel. 

John  Waddell — Leonard  rod,    6ft.,    5oz.,  split 
bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 


L.  X.  Place— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  7in.,  5Joz.,  split 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
X.  C.  Heston — V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  3in.,  5oz.,  split 

bamboo,  Pennell  reel. 

G.  A.  Bluhm — Own  make,  5ft.  iin.,  5|oz.,  cane, 

Talbot  reel. 

C.  B.  Kelsey — Leonard  rod,  5ft.  11  Jin.,  5Joz.,  split 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
L.  I.  Blackman — Own  make,  .5ft.  4iin.,  5Joz.,  wood, 

Talbot  reel. 

M.  H.  Butler— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  2Jin.,  6oz., 
spht  bamboo.  Meek  reel. 

Particulars  regarding  the  rods  used  by  the  con- 
testants in  the  distance  and  accuracy  and  the  long- 
distance events,  and  the  kinds  of  reels,  are  noted 
in  the  appended  list  of  contestants:  — 
F.  X.  Peet— Divine  rod,  6ft.  8Jin.,  6oz.,  split  bamboo, 
Talbot  reel. 

E.  R.  Letterman— Own  make,  6ft.  2jin.,  SJoz.,  split 

bamboo,  Milam  reel. 

H.  G.  Hascali— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  SJin.,  7oz., 

split  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 

A.  C.  Smith— Divine  rod,  6ft.  3iin.,  5|oz.,  split 
bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 

F.  S.  Smith— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  3in.,  6Joz.,  spUt 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
H.  W.  Perce— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  6in.,  Gioz.,  split 
bamboo,  V.  L.  and  A.  special  reel. 

G.  A.  Hinterleitner— Divine  rod,  6ft.  6in.,  7ioz., 
split  bamboo,  V.  L.  and  A.  special  reel. 

B.  J.  Kellenberger — V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  7in.,  7oz., 

spht  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 

E.  L.  Mason— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  l^in.,  5oz., 

spht  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 

C.  F.  Brown — Divine  rod,  5ft.  6in.,  G^oz.,  sp'it 
bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 

X.  C.  Heston— Divine  rod,  6ft.  6 Jin.,  6^oz.,  split 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
John  Hohmann— Own  make,  6ft.  2|in.,  5oz.,  split 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
R.  T.  Brady — V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  3in.,  6oz.,  spht 

bamboo.  Gale  reel. 

F.  P.  Xaylor— Racine  rod,  4ft.  6 Jin.,  6oz.,  wood, 

Louisville  reel. 

H.  B.  Xoyes— Divine  rod,  5ft.  llin.,  6|oz.,  wood. 

Blue  Grass  reel. 
W.  S.  Love— Bristol  rod,   6ft.  6in.,  8Joz.,  steel, 
Pennell  reel. 

E.  Bartholomew — Rhodes  rod,  4ft.  lOin.,  5oz.,  wood. 
Our  Very  Best  reel. 

D.  B.  Bronson— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  2Jin.,  6oz., 

split  bamboo,  St.  Croix  reel. 
W.  H.  Dilg— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  2^in.,  S^oz., 

split  bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
D.  A.  Dean— Bristol  rod,  6ft.,  8ioz.,  steel,  Pennell 

reel. 

M.  F.  Bush — Own  make,  5ft.  lOfin.,  5oz.,  spht 

bamboo.  Meek  reel. 
A.  R.  Swartz — Own  make,  5ft.  lOin.,  6^oz.,  spht 

bamboo,  Pennell  reel. 

G.  A.  Bluhm— Own  make,  5ft.  ^in.,  S^oz.,  cane, 

Talbot  reel. 

Charles  Warr — Own  make,  6ft.  6in.,  7ioz.,  split 
bamboo,  Premier  reel. 

I.  H.  Bellows— Divine  rod,  6ft.  7iin.,  7oz.,  split 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
J.  McCormick — Own  make,  6ft.  3in.,  l^oz.,  split 

bamboo,  Pennell  reel. 
R.  Slade— Own  make,  6ft.  Jin.,  6Joz.,  wood.  Blue 

Grass  reel. 

C.  B.  Robinson — Own  make,  6ft.  3in.,  6oz.,  wood. 
Otter  reel. 

L.  X.  Place— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  7in.,  5joz.,  spht 

bamboo,  V.  L.  and  A.  reel. 
O.  J.  Loomis— Divine  rod.  6ft.  6Jin.,  6oz.,  split 

bamboo.  Blue  Grass  reel. 
L.  I.  Blackman — Own  make,  5ft.  4Jin.,  5Joz.,  wood, 

Talbot  reel. 

M.  H.  Butler— V.  L.  and  A.  rod,  6ft.  2Jin.,  6oz., 

split  bamboo.  Meek  reel. 
John  Waddell— Leonard  rod,    6ft.,    5Joz.,  split 

bamboo,  Talbot  reel. 
C.  B.  Kelsey— Leonard  rod,  6ft.,  5oz.,  spht  bamboo, 

Talbot  reel. 

The  attendance  at  this  tournament  was  evidence 
of  the  interest  taken  in  this  style  of  scientific 
angling  competition,  and  was  most  gratifying  to 
the  projectors.  Probably  an  open  tournament 
exclusively  for  bait-casters  will  become  an  annual 
fixture  with  the  Chicago  Fly-Casting  Club,  and  will 
do  much  to  further  the  good  fellowship  already 
existing  between  wielders  of  the  bait-casting  outfit. 

The  committees  in  charge  of  the  function,  the 
members  of  the  club,  the  contestants  and  the 
spectators,  all  have  cause  for  congratulation  upon 
the  perfect  arrangements,  the  smoothness  with 
which  every  event  was  cast  off,  and  the  cordiaUty 
that  prevailed  throughout.  Let  it  be  hoped  we 
may  attend  many  more  such  gatherings  of  experts 
of  the  angling  fraternity. 
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RAMBLES  BY  A  WEST  COUNTRY 
STREAM. 


A  STREAM  flows  through  the  meadows  of  a  south- 
western county  where  trout  are  plentiful  and  of 
large  size,  where  beneath  the  shade  of  alder  t;  ees 
the  finest  forget-me-nots  and  kingcups  grow.  There 
may  be  seen  kingfishers  darting  like  meteors  in 
rapid  flight,  or  perhaps  perched  on  a  stump  or  a 
bough  overhanging  the  water.  Wild  duck  breed 
in  the  sedges,  and  in  autumn  the  young  flappers 
provide  fine  sport  for  gunners  who  have  the  right 
to  shoot.  Coots,  moorhens,  and  dabchicks  abound, 
and  snipe  make  their  nests  in  the  meadows,  and 
the  male  birds  hover  above  their  mates,  saluting 
them  with  the  strange  "  drumming  "  of  their  wings 
pecuhar  to  nesting  time.  The  river  winds  along 
in  a  southerly  direction ;  every  here  and  there  a 
plank  bridge  gives  access  to  either  side  of  the 
stream  ;  at  intervals  are  little  weirs,  under  which 
the  falling  waters  have  washed  out  deeper  places, 
or  pools,  where  the  largest  trout  resort  and  can 
frequently  be  caught — broad-backed  fellows  with 
crimson-spotted  sides,  grown  fat  and  lusty  by  good 
feeding,  fish  which  when  hooked  show  rare  fighting 
powers  before  they  are  played  to  the  landing-net, 
for  the  river  rushes  and  ripples  along  in  fine  style. 
It  has  its  source  in  some  springs  twelve  or  more 
miles  away  up  the  valley,  and  as  Waring  in  his  poem 
on  "The  Trout  Brook"  says — 

"  You  see  it  first  near  the  dusty  road. 
Where  the  farmer  stops  with  his  heavy  load 
At  the  foot  of  a  weary  hill ; 
There  the  mossy  trough  it  overflows, 
Then  away  with  a  leap  and  a  laugh  it  goes 
At  its  own  sweet  wandering  will. 

It  flows  through  an  orchard  gnarl'd  and  old. 
Where  in  spring  the  dainty  buds  unfold 
Tlieir  petals,  pink  and  white : 
The  apple  bl  ssoms  so  sweet  and  pure. 
The  streamlet's  snQi!es  and  songs  allure 
To  float  off  on  the  ripples  bright. 

It  winds  thro'  the  meadows,  scarcely  seen; 
For  o'er  it  the  fl  iwers  and  grasses  lean 
To  salute  its  smiling  face : 
And  thus  half  hidden  it  ripples  along. 
The  whole  way  singing  its  summer  song, 
Making  glad  each  arid  place. 

Just  there,  where  the  water  dark  and  cool, 
Liagers  a  moment  in  yonder  pool, 
The  dainty  trout  are  at  play: 
And  now  and  then  one  leaps  in  sight. 
With  sides  aglow  in  the  g  >lden  light 
Of  the  long,  sweet  summer's  day." 
It  is  one  of  the  most  dehghtful  of  the  many 
pretty  streams  I  have  fished.    The  railway  station 
is  some  three  miles'  walk  from  the  trout  water,  but 
as  you  ahght  from  the  train  you  discern  the  river, 
'    which  here  is  about  ten  yards  wide,  twisting  in 
many  curves  between  groups  of  willow  trees,  with 
an  old  water-mill  and  a  rickety  footbridge  in  the 
distance.     An  old-fashioned    inn,   covered  with 
honeysuckle  and  cUmbing  roses,  is  on  the  other 
side  of  the  stream,  with  a  boat  placed  there  for  the 
accommodation  of  people  staying  at  or  using  the  inn. 

I  reached  this  favourite  fishing  place  early  one 
autumn  morning,  my  object  being  to  angle  not 
80  much  for  trout  as  for  so-called  "cOarse  fish," 
but  on  reaching  the  river  I  found  the  boat  moored 
to  the  opposite  bank,  so  I  hailed  the  landlord,  who 
ferried  me  across,  and  said,  "You  are  just  in  time 
for  breakfast — a  roast  chicken,  mushrooms,  and 
new-laid  eggs  will  be  ready  in  ten  minutes,"  which 
I  did  ample  justice  to,  thus  laying  in  a  good 
foundation  prior  to  my  day's  fif^hing. 

For  half  a  mile  down  stream  the  current  runs 
slowly;  then  comes  more  rapid  water.  Beyond 
the  footbridge  the  stream  divides,  one  part  spreading 
itself  out,  flowing  slowly  through  beds  of  weeds, 
and  alongside  pollard  willow  trees,  rare  haunts  for 
perch  and  chub  in  the  winter  months.  In  early 
autumn  the  sedges  grow  breast  high,  and  purple 
loosestrife,  meadow-sweet,  and  wild  marguerites  are 
in  full  bloom.  The  other  channel  flows  for  a  half- 
mile  to  the  water-mill,  where  the  stream  widens 
out  into  the  head-water,  which  suppUes  an  over- 
shot mill-wheeL  Here  stand  the  mill-house  and 
other  buildings.  The  mill  itself,  a  large  irregular 
wooden  structure,  is  partly  a  farmhouse.  The 
owner  carried  on  both  trades  of  miller  and  farmer. 
Its  walls  were  stained  with  age,  and  partly  ivy 
clothed.  The  water  splashed  and  dripped  in 
silvery  sprays  from  the  floats  of  the  moss -stained 
mill-wheel,  and  flowed  into  a  pool  fringed  with 
reeds,  shut  in  by  a  belt  of  osiers.  Water-hhes 


floated  on  its  surface,  but  a  clear  channel  through 
the  centre  of  the  pool  made  by  the  rush  of  water 
from  the  mill  sluice  was  often  broken  by  the  rise 
of  a  giant  trout  or  the  splash  of  a  hungry  pike. 

But  it  is  high  noon,  the  fish  have  gone  "off 
feed"  during  the  heat  of  the  day.  the  leaves  on 
the  alders  hang  motionless,  and  all  is  quiet  save 
the  "clack"  of  the  mill  and  the  plash  of  the  water- 
wheel.  So  I  returned  to  the  inn,  where  in  the  Uttle 
parlour  overlooking  the  stream  a  snow-white  cloth 
is  spread  ready  for  the  midday  meal. 

Resting  awhile  in  the  afternoon  and  enjo5^ng  a 
pipe  in  a  clematis-covered  arbour,  after  the  heat 
of  the  day  I  went  to  the  water  beyond  the  mill 
for  the  evening  fishing,  and  chanced  to  meet  one 
of  the  farm  men,  who  told  me  there  was  something 
in  the  river  there  that  pulled  the  young  ducks 
under  water,  "and  nobody  saw  no  more  on  "em." 
He  said  :  "When  they  cross  over  this  broad  bit  o' 
open  water  in  front  o"  the  sluice  to  get  t'  other 
side  down  they  gooa.  Not  in  the  daylight  though, 
but  when  they  comes  acrost  at  evening  to  be  shut 
up  o'  nights." 

"Well,"  I  replied,  "have  you  got  any  pike  about 
here?"  "What's  them?."  said  he.  "Jack,  '  I 
replied.  "What,  jacks?  Yes!  lots  on  'em.  I 
catches  them  sometimes  on  night  lines  baited  with 
roacL"  "  Well,  my  man,"  I  said,  "it's  just  this 
way ;  it  is  a  large  jack  that  takes  your  young  ducks. 
Are  there  many  roach  and  dace  in  the  pool  ? " 
"Yes,  sir,  it  just  swarms  with  'em."  "Then  this 
is  what  happens  to  your  ducklings  ;  a  b'g  pike  lives 
in  the  deep  water  near  the  sluice ;  in  the  daytime 
he  feeds  on  the  small  fish  in  the  pool,  at  evening  he 
comes  back  to  the  broadwater,  waits  until  your 
young  ducks  cross  over,  and  then  pulls  them  under." 
"But  bow  be  I  to  catch  him,  sir?"  "Do  you 
happen  to  have  a  sparrow  threshing- pole,"  said  I. 
"If  you  mean  bat-folding  net  poles,  I  have  a  pair 
o'  good  'uns,  hard  to  beat,  14ft.  long,  tough  as 
wire,  and  straight  as  gun  barrels ;  you  may  bend, 
but  you'll  not  break  'em."  Those  poles  deserved 
his  praise;  for  they  were  well- seasoned  ground-ash 
saplings.  "  Now,"  I  said,  "  take  this  piece  of  pike 
line — there  is  a  strong  snap-tackle  on  it — lash  the 
line  tightly  round  the  top  of  your  pole,  get  a  small 
rat  and  hook  the  snap-tackle  in  its  back,  and  dangle 
it  on  the  water  when  your  ducks  swim  across  to- 
morrow evening,  and  you  w.ll  catch  that  pike; 
directly  you  hook  him  haul  him  out.  quick.  Your 
pole  would  lift  a  donkey,  and  no  mistake." 

The  next  time  I  was  fishing  there  the  man  came 
out  from  a  cottage  near  the  mill,  and  said  (with  a 
merry  laugh),  "That  there  'caper'  o'  yours,  sir, 
did  the  trick ;  I  got  that  pike,  right  off,  soon  as  I 
tried ;  it  was  a  real  good  'un  and  weighed  15lb. 
Mother's  that  glad  she  wants  you  to  come  into  our 
cottage  and  drink  a  cup  of  mead  she  brews— out  o' 
honey  just  as  it  comes  from  the  hive — and  if  you 
will  accept  a  couple  o'  ducks  to  take  home  with 
you  she  will  be  right  pleased." 

After  an  interval  of  some  years  I  went  again  to 
fish.  The  mill,  the  pool,  and  all  their  surroundings 
were  much  the  same.  The  old  widow  who  brewed 
the  mead  slept  in  the  village  churchyard,  and  her 
son  had  passed  the  meridian  of  life ;  but  catching 
the  pike  that  swallowed  the  ducks  had  made  an 
angler  of  him.  He  was  pleased  to  see  me  again, 
and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  accompany  me  if  I  went 
fishing  next  day.  Heavy  rains  had  flooded  the 
stream,  which  in  many  places  overtopped  its  banks. 

A  mile  below  the  mill,  where  the  two  streams 
reunited,  was  a  deep  hole  and  eddy.  Now,  as  to 
myself,  I  should  not  have  essayed  to  fish  there, 
but  "Charley"  (that  was  the  man's  name)  knew 
what  he  was  about,  and  produced  a  line  of  &ae  cord 
with  a  perch  hook  on  stout  gut  affixed  to  it ;  then 
he  brought  out  a  float,  placed  it  on  his  line,  and 
pulled  a  long  ash  sapling  from  some  bushes  near 
(where  he  hid  previously  concealed  it),  tied  his  line 
on  to  it,  and  began  to  bait  the  hole  with  some 
worms.  He  next  drew  from  a  pocket  in  his  well- 
worn  coat  a  worm-  bag,  saying,  "  These  ain' t  bramlins, 
nor  yet  red-wums  ;  you  wants  big  'uns  here  for  the 
fish  to  find,  when  the  water  is  thick,  and  the  fish 
are  hungry:  these  is  dew-lobs,  ain't  they  pictures  ? 
I  knows  how  deep  to  fish  without  needing  to 
plumb  it." 

He  dropped  his  bait  in,  about  a  yard  from  the 
eddy ;  the  float  sailed  into  the  centre  of  the  "  swirl," 
its  white  top  showing  out  clearly  from  the  dis- 
coloured water ;  then  it  was  gone.  Charley  struck, 
and  out  he  fetched  a  chub  that  weighed  a  good  3lb. 
"  Have  somethin'  better  afore  long,"  he  muttered, 
as  he  cast  the  fish  on  to  the  grass  behind  him. 


Down  sailed  the  float  again  into  the  eddy  and  it 
went  under  with  a  rush.    He  struck,  and  up  came 
the  hne  minus  the  hook.    "  That's  a  jack,"  said  he ; 
"hold  hard!  I'll  have  him  yet."    From  his  hat  he 
took  a  gimp-trace  with  a  small  pike  hook,  and  this 
time  he  baited  with  a  large  lobworm.    Down  went 
his  float  as  before :  after  a  few  moments  up  iti 
popped,  and  then  went  under  again ;  he  struck  anJH 
hooked  the  fish.    "  It's  all  right  this  time,"  he  sai|H 
and  Charley  landed  as  nice  a  pike  of  6lb.,  with 
rough  looking  rod  and  tackle,  as  anyone  would  wid^f 
to  see.    Changing  to  perch  tackle,  he  went 
fishing,  and  kept  on  pulling  out  bream,  roach,  perch, 
and  chub,  till  at  last  he  said  he  thought  ho  "  must 
leave  a  few  to  catch  another  day."    "  Now,"  said 
he,  "  I  shall  go  home."    Charley's  luck  made  him 
chatty,  as  I  walked  with  him  to  the  village.    "  It 
don't  do  always  to  go  by  the  look  o'  things,"  he 
said.    "  Any  port  is  good  in  a  storm,  and  fish  gets 
out  o'  the  rush  of  water  when  a  river  is  in  flood, 
and  feeds  in  the  quiet  eddies."    That  httle  river 
taught  me  more  about  the  habits  of  fish  than  I,  at 
that  time,  thought  was  possible. 

Alfred  Jabdinbj 


THE  LATE  REV.  HENRY  S. 
MARRIOTT. 


The  Rev.  Henry  Spelman  Marriott,  M.A.,  J.P.; 
died  at  Wilby  Rectory,  Suffolk,  on  Aug.  27,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three.  He  was  a  good  naturalist,  a 
keen  all-round  sportsman,  and  an  ardent  fly  fisher- 
man. His  first  trout  was  caught  in  the  Nar,  in 
Norfolk,  many  years  ago,  and  he  taught  himself 
the  art  of  fly  fishing  among  the  streams  round 
Euston  and  Thetford,  where  dace  and  roach  gave 
him  plenty  of  opportunity  for  practice.  He  first 
visited  Norway  in  the  early  sixties,  and  from  then 
till  six  years  ago  there  were  few  summers  which  he 
did  not  spend  in  Scandinavia.  Though  reindeer 
stalking,  ryper  shooting,  and  salmon  fishing  all 
claimed  a  share  of  his  attention,  it  was  in  trout 
fishing  that  most  of  his  time  in  Norway  was  spent; 
He  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Norwegian,  and 
this  enabled  him  to  obtain  information  about  the 
spOrt  in  many  an  out-of-the-way  place  where  few 
Englishmen  ever  penetrated.  In  his  younger  days 
he  would  frequently  strike  off  across  the  high  fjeld 
with  a  pack-horse  to  some  stream  or  lake  which 
looked,  from  the  map,  likely  to  hold  fish.  The 
work  was  hard,  and  the  accommodation  afforded 
by  the  saeters  primitive  in  the  extreme.  But  in 
this  way  he  gained  a  knowledge  of  unfrequented 
Norway,  and  of  Norwegian  sport  such  as  few  men 
possessed.  In  the  days  when  Mr.  Marriott  first 
fished  in  Norway,  the  tourist  was  well-nigh  un- 
known. Salmon  fishing,  on  beats  which  now  let 
for  very  high  rents,  was  to  be  had  for  the  asking, 
and  all  shooting  was  free.  True,  the  railway  from 
Christiania  went  no  farther  than  Eidsvold,  so  that 
a  place  like  Roros  was  several  days'  journey  from, 
the  capital.  But  for  a  man  with  a  tolerable  amount 
of  time  at  his  disposal  it  was  indeed  a  paradise  of 
sport. 

Although  he  had  not  enough  leisure  to  combine 
much  English  fishing  with  his  Norwegian,  Mr; 
Marriott  managed  most  seasons  to  spend  a  week 
or  so  with  the  May  Fly  among  the  Hampshire 
chalk  streams. 

As  "  Thymallus,"  Mr.  Marriott  not  unfrequently 
contributed  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  the  very 
last  day's  sport  he  ever  enjoyed  with  the  trout  he 
described  under  the  title,  "  A  Full  Bag,  18p8."  In 
this  article  the  writer  told  of  a  day's  fishing  on  a 
high  fjeld  beck  in  Norway  ;  how  up  to  two  o'clock 
not  a  trout  was  to  be  caught ;  how  then  the  luck 
changed,  and  when  home  was  reached  a  bag  of 
twenty-three  trout  brought  down  the  scale  at  341bl 
It  was  the  last  day  of  the  season,  and  that  season 
the  last  Mr.  Marriott  was  ever  to  spend  in  the 
country  he  knew  and  loved  so  well. 


The  "Trittmph"  Reel. — One  of  the  very  best 
reels  made  to-day  is  the  Bernard  "Triumph"  Dry 
Fly  Reel,  made  by  J.  Bernard  and  Sons,  45, 
Jermyn-street,  London,  England^  It  is  made  very 
narrow— fin.  between  plates — and  is  fitted  wim 
large  drum  for  winding  in  quickly.  Being  made  oi 
special  metal,  it  does  not  corrode  as  aluminium^ 
and  is  lighter  and  stronger  than  bronze  or  gun- 
metaL  This  firm  is  also  famous  for  first-clasa 
fishing  rods  and  tackle,  and  have  been  in  this 
busihess  over  one  hundred  years. — Rod  and  Qun 
in  Canada, 
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AUTUMN  OR  WINTER  FISHING. 

I  FREQUENTLY  meet  anglers  who  so  soon  as 
i  chill  October  arrives  put  away  their  rods  and  fish 
^  no  more  until  the  following  June,  then  try  for 
i  small  trout,  chub,  or  dace  with  the  fly.    An  old 

I friend  assured  me  he  had  never  landed  a  fish  over 
21b.  in  his  hfe,  although  he  had  been  an  angler 

Smore  years  than  he  cared  to  remember.    I  asked 
him  why  he  did  not  try  live  bait  for  trout,  cheese 
I  paste  for  chub,  etc.,  as  I  have  always  found  large 
I  trout   cannibals,    and  often   preferring  a  bleak, 
)  minnow,  or  lobworm  to  the  natural  fly.    "No,  my 
J  boy,"  he  said,  "if  I  cannot  catch  them  with  the  fly, 
>I  will  not  offer  them  anything  else."    A  similar 
I  remark  was  made  by  one  of  our  best  Lea  roach 
;  anglers.    "  If  they  will  not  take  bread,  I  am  not 
going  to  give  them  meat."    I  do  not  quite  agree 
with  either  of  them,  for  my  best  trout  and  largest 
roach  were  caught  with  a  lobworm,  and  a  grand 
chub  succumbed  to  white  paste  flavoured  with 
rotten  cheese,  after  I  had  been  hours  trying  to 
tempt  them  to  rise  at  a  Red  Palmer.   Not  troubling 
to  alter  my  cast,  I  simply  took  off  the  fly  and  put 
on  a  big  lobworm.    Anglers  that  fish  the  Thames 
after  or  during  a  flood  know  there  is  nothing 
better  for  roach  than  the  tail  end  of  a  maiden  lob. 

Discard  paste  and  gentles  for  a  time,  and  stick 
to  the  worm,  and  one  will  succeed  when  others 
fail ;  I  have  repeatedly  proved  it.  To  be  successful 
in  catching  specimen  fish,  one  must  not  be  wedded 
to  one  particular  style.  No  doubt  it  is  far  more 
satisfactory  to  obtain  sport  in  the  most  legitimate 
manner,  and  far  better  to  capture  a  trout  with  a 
fly,  or  a  roach  on  a  tight  line,  than  resort  to 
anartistic  methods.  One  must  draw  the  line 
somewhere,  and  traiUng  (except  in  large  lakes 
where  pike  often  require  exterminating),  using 
trimmers,  Uve  gorge  fishing,  or  snatching  for  fish 
with  unbaited  hooks  should  never  be  done. 
Young  beginners  should  be  told  to  avoid  all  this, 
•ad  be  taught  to  fish  as  fine  and  artistically  as 
possible,  according  to  the  quarry  they  are  after. 

September. — I  have  rarely  found  this  month  a 
good  one  for  catching  coarse  fish — roach,  chub, 
indd,  bream,  barbel  being  full  of  their  summer 
food,  and  if  the  water  be  at  all  stale  will  be  found 
slow  to  feed,  but  a  good  time  should  shortly  be  at 
h&nd  with  the  autumnal  rains .  flushing  the  rivers 
and  frosts  kiUing  the  weeds. 

Novemher. — In  my  opinion  this  month  is  fre- 
quently one  of  the  best,  and  I  fully  expect  to  hear 
of  some  good  takes  from  the  Thames  and  other 
rivers.  Bank  anglers  should  try  the  upper  reaches 
9>t  Henley,  Pangboume,  Reading,  and  Goring,  where 
some  excellent  swims  can  be  found  suitable  for  bank 
anglers,  either  for  swimming  the  float  or  tight-line 
fishing.  Some  anglers  do  not  care  how  cold  it  is 
if  the  water  is  in  good  condition,  the  best  sport 
being  obtained  just  after  a  flood,  but  one  should 
not  stay  away  if  one  can  get  to  the  river  at  all, 
trying  eddies,  slacks  or  sheltered  places,  and  quiet 
swims  out  of  the  hurly-burly  of  the  main  stream. 

The  bait  should  be  made  to  work  close  or  right 
on  the  ground.  On  one  occasion  I  had  a  grand 
take  of  roach  without  troubUng  to  take  the  depth, 
for  I  simply  worked  a  maiden  lobworm  under  some 
bushes  close  to  the  bank.  It  was  freezing  hard, 
but  the  flood  water  was  still  coming  down  at  a 
higher  temperature  than  the  atmosphere.  As  the 
flood  subsided  the  water  became  clear  again  and 
the  roach  refused  to  feed,  so  I  turned  my  attention 
to  the  chub,  and  found  ledgering  with  cheese  paste 
on  a  triangle  a  killing  bait.  The  cheese  paste,  which 
should  be  soft,  keeps  on  better  for  a  long  cast.  If 
fishing  near  the  bank  a  No.  5  or  6  round-bent 
hook  will  do,  as  chub  being  greedy  feeders  they 
are  often  attracted  by  a  good-sized  bait.  When 
fishing  for  chub  in  the  River  Lea  I  seldom  use  a 
bullet,  but  prefer  three  or  four  shots,  and  by 
squeezing  a  piece  of  very  adhesive  bread  and 
bran  over  the  shots  I  can  get  the  bait  out 
thirty  yards  or  more  with  ease.  It  frequently 
happens  (especially  in  such  rivers  as  the  Great  Ouse 
and  Thames)  when  one  is  roach  or  bream  fishing 
one  is  troubled  with  pike— attracted  to  the  swim  by 
the  small  fish,  in  turn  attracted  by  the  ground-bait 
— causing  roach  to  leave  the  swim  for  some  time. 
As  a  rule  I  do  not  advise  the  use  of  two  rods— in 
fact,  I  simply  hate  it — yet  on  several  occasions  I 
found  a  rod  rigged  up  as  follows  very  effective — 
a  short  rod,  undressed  running  line,  and  4 in. 
optional  check  Nottingham  reel,  using  a  bullet 
with  a  good-sized  aperture  to  allow  the  line  to  pass 
through  freely,  and  a  No.  1  or  2  Kendal  sneck  hook 


put  through  hoth  lips,  or  a  similar  sized  Sproathook 
through  and  under  the  base  of  the  dorsal  fin. 
My  experience  is  that  a  fish  will  live  three  times 
as  long  when  used  in  the  latter  style,  no  matter 
how  careful  one  may  be  in  the  former,  and  there 
can  be  no  question  that  it  is  far  more  attractive. 
The  single  hook  may  be  on  very  strong  gut  or 
rather  fine  gimp.  Be  careful  to  cast  to  the  end  of 
the  swim,  place  a  stone  or  weight  on  the  upturned 
winch  just  heavy  enough  to  prevent  the  stream 
from  taking  o£f  the  Une,  and  wait  for  further 
developments.  If  one  attempts  to  use  a  float,  in 
less  than  five  minutes  the  bait  is  all  over  the  place, 
and  nine  times  out  of  ten  comes  close  to  the  side 
or  gets  entangled  in  weeds,  rushes,  or  a  sunken 
branch,  and  the  remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease. 

If  one  gets  a  run,  the  stone  will  fall  off,  and  if 
the  line  is  seen  to  be  sneaking  off  the  reel,  then 
suddenlv  stop',  I  always  wait  until  it  commences 
to  fjo  off  again ;  I  then  raise  the  rod  and  give  a 
prolonged  pull  or  tighten  on  the  fish.  To  strike 
with  the  force  I  have  seen  many  jack-anglers  use 
would  often  break  either  the  gut  or  fine  gimp. 
After  the  disturbance  in  landing  the  jack  is  over,  a 
little  ground-bait  will  often  bring  the  fish  back,  and 
one'schanceof  sport  is  greatlyincreased.  Idonotdis- 
like  rovina;  for  pike  or  perch,  especiallv  if  the  weather 
is  too  cold  or  rough  to  sit  on  the  bank,  or  in  a  punt, 
trying  for  roach  or  chub,  and  pike  breed  so  fast 
that  I  have  an  idea  that  in  some  waters,  more 
especially  if  not  kept  down,  other  fish  will  stand  a 
very  poor  chance  indeed.  For  instance,  a  jack, 
about  .51b.,  was  taken  in  the  Colne,  and  when 
opened  contained  a  roach  partly  digested  that 
miffht  have  weighed  6oz.,  two  other  small  ones 
perfectly  fresh,  and  then  he  took  another  which 
was  his  last.  I  often  think  the  toad  and  pike  are 
very  similar  in  going  without  food  and  then  gorg- 
ing. "  A  large  toad  of  my  own,"  says  a  weU-known 
author,  "has  swal'owed,  one  after  the  other,  a 
dozen  full-grown  cockroaches."  I  have  seen  a 
perch  with  the  tail  of  a  gudgeon  sticking  out  of  its 
mouth,  and  destroying  pike  on  a  large  scale  often 
means  protecting  other  fish.  F.  M. 


OLD  GERMAN  SCENTED  BAITS 
FOR  FISH.* 


[Concluded  from  page  246.) 
Bream. 

The  bream  also  belongs  to  the  "  white  fish " 
class,  and  is  found  in  many  rivers,  but  more 
frequently  in  large  lakes  and  ponds.  It  grows 
from  2  ells  to  2\  ells  long,  is  of  great  breadth,  and 
grows  to  101b.  or  more.  It  has  yellow  sides, 
with  black  and  white  markings,  and  a  back  of  blue- 
black  or  grey  colour.  The  bream  mostly  prefers 
deep  water,  and  only  rises  to  the  surface  during  very 
hot  sunshine.  The  bream-leader,  as  he  is  called,  is 
always  surrounded  by  a  number  of  common  bream, 
and  is  distinguishable  by  his  light  and  brilliant 
colour.  From  his  habit  of  constantly  bringing  in 
new  fish  when  once  accustomed  to  a  place,  he  ought 
never  to  be  killed.  The  bream  spawns  in  AprU  and 
May,  at  which  season  it  is  very  restless,  splashing 
about  and  often  leaping  clean  out  of  the  water.  It 
feeds  mainly  on  worms,  rich  earth,  and  weeds. 

Baits  for  bream: — 

1.  Take  of  camphor  and  essence  of  aniseed 
^  drachm  each.  The  camphor  is  to  be  first  dissolved 
in  spirits  of  wine,  and  then  ^oz.  of  heron  oil  added 
to  it.  Pour  some  of  this  over  chopped  worms,  and 
knead  them  with  clay  and  mud  into  balls,  which 
must  then  be  laid  in  the  weir-baskets. 

2.  Or  take  whole  worms,  and  after  having  left 
them  to  soak  in  the  mixture  just  mentioned  for 
twelve  hours,  thread  them,  tie  in  bundles,  and  use 
as  before.  Some  mud  added  to  the  slime  and  earth 
left  in  the  vessel  which  contained  the  worms  may 
be  made  into  balls,  and  these  also  can  be  used  in  the 
weir-baskets.; 

Barbelj 

The  barbel,  also  called  redbeard,  is  in  appear- 
ance very  like  a  pike,  the  latter's  thick  jowl 
excepted,  as  the  upper  jaw  extends  beyond 
the  lower.    It  has  four  hanging  barbules,  with 

*  These  notea  on  pcented  baits  and  fish  are  from 
an  old  German  work,  and  are  inserted  for  the 
amusement  of  Fishing  Gazette  readers  rather  than 
for  any  practical  utility.  They  appear  to  have  been 
in  use  in  Germany  in  the  Middle  Ages  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enticing  fish  into  fish  traps. — Eo. 


which  it  plays  and  attracts  towards  it  th© 
small  fishes  and  worms  on  which  it  feeds.  Meat  is 
its  favourite  food,  and  human  flesh  in  particular.- 
It  haunts  swift-running  streams,  in  whose  depths  it 
deposits  its  spawn  among  stones  in  the  months  of 
May  and  June.  The  sides  of  a  barbel  are  bluish, 
turning  yellowish-green  towards  the  belly,  while  its 
back  is  deep  olive.  It  often  grows  3ft.  in  length, 
and  weighs  up  to  I21b.  Barbel  can  bo  caught 
nearly  all  the  year  round,  but  best  in  swollen,  muddy 
waters  at  Michaelmastide,  when  they  shoal  prepara- 
tory to  going  into  winter  quarters.  Then  they 
collect  under  overhanging  banks  and  near  large 
stones,  trees,  and  piles  ;  during  winter  they  pack 
closely  together. 

Baits  for  barbel  are  thus  made  : — 

1.  Take  bullocks'  blood,  some  honey,  a  little 
crushed  saffron,  barley  meal,  the  crumb  of  a  new 
loaf,  and  some  tallow  from  a  goat  or  gelded  ram. 
The  tallow  must  be  melted  in  a  pipkin,  and  when 
liquid  poured  over  the  ingredients ;  these  must  then 
be  well  kneaded  together,  and  rolled  into  balls  for 
use  in  the  trap-nets.  If  desired,  this  preparation 
may  also  be  used  as  a  ground-bait.  In  that  case  it 
must  be  made  into  little  pellets,  and  a  few  of  these 
thrown  into  the  water  from  time  to  time,  and  when 
angling  one  such  pellet  is  to  be  put  on  the  hook. 

2.  Take  pounded  cloves,  essence  of  aniseed, 
fennel  oil  or  oil  of  sassafras,  some  goose-grease,  and 
olive  oil,  and  mix  these  to  a  paste.  Of  this  paste 
put  some  into  a  vessel  containing  earth-worms. 
Twelve  hours  after  the  worms  should  be  taken  out, 
threaded,  and  tied  up  in  bundles ;  but  before 
placing  them  in  the  weir-baskets  they  should  be 
rubbed  over  again  with  the  paste. 

3.  Take  an  oilcake,  soft  cheese — whether  fresh  or 
old  is  immaterial — and  some  pounded  saffron ; 
knead  these  well  together,  and  then  make  into  balls.- 

4.  Take  heron  oil,  barley-meal,  and  human 
blood ;  in  default  of  the  latter,  use  goats'  or  bul- 
locks' blood ;  mix  well,  make  up  into  balls,  and 
place  these  in  wair-baskets  and  trap-nets: 

Chxtb.' 

The  chub,  commonly  called  "  thick-fish,"  is 
found  in  nearly  all  German  rivers.  On  back  and 
head  its  colour  is  yellowish-green  ;  towards  the 
belly  dark  blue  and  silver.  It  somewhat  resem- 
bles the  barbel,  although  it  has  a  thicker  head 
and  larger  jaws.  It  multiplies  very  rapidly, 
and  is  consequently  kept  in  ponds  to  serve  as  food 
for  pike  and  trout.  In  some  respects  it  is  also  like 
the  roach — in  colour,  that  is  to  say,  for  in  shape, 
especially  as  regards  its  stout,  roimd,  and  fleshy 
back,  it  resembles  the  barbel. 

The  baits  for  this  fish  are  : — 

1.  The  barbel  is  especially  fond  of  caterpillars,' 
butterflies,  and  such-like  insects,  but  also  takes  a 
worm  readily. 

2.  Wild  cherries  are  also  a  favourite  food  of  chub: 
Use  them  as  ground-bait,  and  put  a  handful  or  two 
in  the  weir-baskets  or  trap-nets. 

3.  Common  white  butterflies,  threaded  and  tied 
in  bundles,  and  anointed  with  a  mixture  of  heron  oil 
and  essence  of  aniseed,  make  a  very  good  bait  for 
use  in  weir-baskets. 

Roach  and  Rtjdd: 

The  roach  is  found  in  lakes  and  rivers  having 
a  sandy  bottom.  It  is  somewhat  like  a  chub, 
and  is  often  mistaken  for  it  by  ignorant  personsj 
It  spawns  in  May  and  June,  and  multiplies  with 
extraordinary  rapidity.  It  is  therefore  bred  in 
ponds  as  food  for  pike  and  trout.  In  colour  it  is 
brown  on  the  back,  or  olive,  shading  into  blue 
with  silvery-white  sides.  It  grows  half  a  foot 
long,  and  weighs  between  lib.  and  l^lb.  Its 
flesh  is  well  flavoured,  and  rich  in  spring  and 
autumn. 

The  rudd,  or  red-eye,  closely  approaches  the 
roach  in  weight  and  size,  but  its  flesh  is  inferior 
and  not  so  palatable.  It  has  a  brown  back,  is  olive 
green  towards  the  belly,  which  is  white,  but  close 
to  the  fins  the  beUy  is  of  the  same  bright  red 
colour  as  the  fins.  It  is  prolific,  and  spawns 
in  May  and  June. 

Baits  for  these  fish  are  f — 

1.  Heron  oU  and  snake  fat,  of  each  ^oz. ;  camphor 
and  castoreum,  of  each  ^  drachm,  and  ioz.  of 
essence  of  aniseed.  The  camphor  is  to  be  first 
pounded  in  a  mortar  with  some  sweet  almonds, 
and  the  castoreum  added  afterwards.  Tklix  these 
ingredients  thoroughly  and  preserve  in  a  tin.- 
Then  take  milk  and  a  few  handfuls  of  wheaten 
flour,  pour  over  it  a  little  of  the  mixture  in  the  tin. 
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knead  thoroughly,  and  make  the  mass  into  balls  of 
a  moderate  size,  which  place  in  the  weir-baskets. 

2.  Take  bullocks'  blood  or  sheep's  blood,  and  stir 
up  with  it  some  dried  and  powdered  thyme  and 
penny-royal ;  then  melt  some  tallow  procured  from 
a  ge  ded  ram  or  goat  in  a  pipkin  over  the  fire,  and 
mix  the  blood  with  it  thoroughly.  Worms  laid  in 
this  for  some  hours,  and  afterwards  threaded  and 
tied  in  bundles,  form  an  excellent  bait.  What  is 
left  of  the  mixture  may  be  incorporated  with  clay, 
and  when  rolled  into  balls  used  as  ground- bait. 

3.  Put  earth-worms  overnight  in  honey  mixed 
with  crushed  cloves.  The  morning  after  they  will 
be  ready  to  be  threaded,  tied  in  bundles,  and  sus- 
pended as  usual  in  the  weir-baskets. 

[What  horrible  mixtures  this  old  German  used. 
Walton,  I  think,  gives  a  few  of  them.  Fancy  the 
barbel  waggling  its  barbules  to  amuse  the  "  wums." 
but  preferring  a  bit  of  human  flesh;  it  reminds 
one  of  the  old  story  of  the  young  mother  who 
asked  Sheridan  how  he  liked  babies,  and  was  told 
"boiled.'?— Ed.] 


CHOOSING  A  CHUB. 


Amongst  the  shoal  under  the  withies,  which  I 
watched  whilst  resting  in  the  shade,  there  were  five 
or  six  fine  ones,  the  biggest  appeared  to  be  about 
41b.  or  51b.,  but  fish  look  smaller  in  the  water  than 
they  are,  till  they  are  hooked,  break  away,  and  the 
story  is  related.    I  thought  of  our  revered  old  tutor 
who  told  us  we  could  pick  the  biggest  out  of  a  shoal 
of  chub.    I  began  to  think  how  I  could  catch  a 
caterpillar.    It  was  strange  that  at  that  moment 
something  seemed  to  drop  on  my  boot ;  I  looked 
down  and  saw  a  small  frog  squat  there  comfortably. 
As  my  hand  approached  him  he  blinked  quite  lazily 
and  then  found  a  prison  in  my  hat.    For  a  suitable 
hook  I  stripped  the  salmon  fly  on  my  cast,  for  it 
was  not  chub  I  was  angling  for  that  day.  At 
length  the  long  rod  penetrated  the  branches,  and  the 
little  frog  was  kicking  on  the  surface.    Up  came 
half  a  dozen  of  all  sizes  eager  to  seize  him — I  thought 
of  Walton  again,  hfted  the  little  frog  away  from 
them,  and  had  patience.    Whilst  he  was  kicking 
in  the  air,  six  inches  above  the  surface,  one  or  two 
of  the  big  fellows  seemed  to  be  showing  a  little 
temper,  dashing  round  and  round  rapidly  and 
challenging  one  another  as  to  right  of  place. 
Presently,  the  biggest  of  all  entered  the  ring  slowly 
and  majestically,  when  plenty  of  room  was  made 
for  him.    Then  I  dropped  the  spluttering  frog  a 
foot  or  so  in  front  of  him.    It  does  not  behove 
kings  to  be  excited;  he  most  calmly  nosed  the 
dainty  creature  and  was  evidently  smelling  it  very 
deliberately  for  many  seconds.    All  the  time  there 
was  great  commotion  going  on  around  him  amongst 
his  captains,  of  which  he  took  not  the  slightest 
notice.    There  was  also  a  commotion  in  my  own 
breast.     Everything  seemed  to  please  him.  so  he 
quietly  opened  his  great  pink  mouth  and  drew 
into  it  the  frightened  little  frog ;  and  also  the 
salmon  hook.    "He  who  hesitates  is  lost."    I  never 
hurry  a  chub,  so  in  an  instant  that  little  frog  was 
a  yard  up  river.    How  so  ?    Why,  in  a  twinkUng, 
the  great  chub  blew  him  out  of  his  mouth,  then 
in  a  great  fury,  lashed  his  great  tail,  and  making  a 
great  boil,  dashed  off.    Why  he  lost  so  little  time 
in  rejecting  the  lively  morsel  I  know  not ;  I  do  not 
believe  he  felt  the  hook,  for  he  had  hardly  closed 
his  jaws.    Passing  the  place  the  next  day  I  had 
another  peep.    There  they  all  were,  but  no  little 
frog  appeared.    Then  I  bethought  me  that  the 
Thimder  and  Lightning  Fly  on  my  cast  might  not 
be  scorned  by  such  fine  fellows.    How  foolish  I  had 
been  yesterday  not  to  try  that  salmon  fly  before 
stripping  it.     Had  I  not  caught  dozens  of  chub 
with  such  a  one  when  fishing  for  salmon,  and  been 
"plucked"  at  by  scores  of  others,  and  considered 
them  a  nuisance.    Once  more  the  top  of  the  long 
rod  found  its  way  through  the  withy  branches,  and 
the  fly  dapped  on  the  water.    The  same  commo 
tion,  the  same  rivalry.    Again  the  bai  t  danced  in 
the  air,  lest  a  minor  lord  should  seize  it,  and  again 
the  prince  of  that  swim  approached  slowly  and 
grandly  to  see  what  was  up.    Then  the  beautiful, 
flitting  fly  dropped  before  his  nose,  lay  still  a 
second,  and  began  to  sink.    The  questioning  nose 
followed  it  closely.    There  was  nothing  objection- 
able, the  creature  was  simply  sinking,  sinking. 
The  aldermanic  intelhgence  being  satisfied,  the 
great  jaws  opened,  sucked,  and   slowly  closed. 
Matters  then  took  on  a  less  calm  aspect  instantly, 
the  cane  shook  amongst  the  withy  branches,  and 


the  winch  made  the  gladdest  of  angling  noises. 
For  a  moment  it  might  have  been  a  heavy  trout ; 
then  for  a  few  minutes  the  dead,  heavy,  sulky 
strain,  the  lesseningrushes.  and  the  fitful  despairing 
jiggering.  The  flush  of  battle  over,  there  was 
barbed  wire,  a  high  bank,  and  thick  growth  to  be 
dealt  with  ;  but  presently  the  handy  salmon  gaff 
pierced  the  side  of  the  fine  fellow,  and  doubts  were 
at  an  end.  He  now  looks  great  and  grand  from 
behind  bent  glass,  the  treacherous  fly  still  in  his 
leathery  lip,  with  a  ticket  in  the  corner  of  the  case 
declarmg  that  when  in  the  flesh  he  weighed  6Jlb. 
One  more  record  fish,  and  one  more  verification  of 
the  oft-repeated  truism  that  the  secret  of  success 
lies  in  keeping  out  of  sight.  J.  Berryman. 


TROUT  FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 


A  SPECIAL  correspondent  of  the  New  Zealand 
Herald  of  Aug.  27,  1904,  writes:— "The  matter  of 
sport  in  New  Zealand  receives  considerable  atten- 
tion in  this  year's  report  of  the  Tourist  Depart- 
ment. 

" '  The  systematic  restocking  of  our  trout 
streams,'  says  the  head  of  the  Department,  '  and 
further  provision  of  big  game,  is  a  work  which 
is  second  only  in  importance  to  the  conservation 
of  our  magnificent  natural  scenery  and  thermal 
wonders.  - 

"  '  In  regard  to  trout  fishing,  care  must  be  taken 
not  to  unduly  deplete  the  supply.  Many  anglers 
fail  to  exercise  any  moderation  or  forbearance  in 
their  fishing.  Without  laying  down  arbitrary 
rules  on  the  subject,  sportsmen  may  be  reminded 
that  the  useless  destruction  of  fish  is  opposed  to 
all  the  instincts  of  fine  sport,  and  they  should 
place  a  reasonable  limit  on  their  catches.  A  some- 
what similar  remark  may  be  applied  to  wild,  duck 
shooting.  Enormous  bags  are  reported  to  have 
been  made  by  individual  sportsmen  on  such  a 
favourite  shooting  ground  as  Lake  Ellesmere. 
Much  of  the  shooting  done  is  for  the  market,  and 
it  appears  desirable  that  there  should  be  some 
restriction,  in  order  to  prevent  such  wholesale 
slaughter  as  now  takes  place  on  certain  shooting 
grounds  every  season.  Some  more  systematic 
method  is  also  greatly  needed  to  prevent  jioaching. 

"  'The  dates  for  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
fishing  seasons  require  amending.  The  season, 
especially  in  the  Northern  districts,  opens  too 
early  and  closes  too  late.  At  Rotorua  the  fish 
have  not  ceased  spawning  on  October  1,  and  they 
have  commenced  again  before  the  season  has  closed. 
The  season  in  this  district  should  certainly  not 
open  before  November  1,  and  should  close  on 
March  3 1.  The  trout  fishing  at  Rotorua  has  been 
particularly  good  during  the  season.  A  register 
was  kept  showing  the  catches  made  in  Rotorua 
Lake  and  adjacent  waters.  At  the  close  of  the 
season  the  record  showed  that  6952  trout  had  been 
caught,  aggregating  a  weight  of  13  tons  13cwt. 
3qr.  21^1b.  Amongst  the  fish  taken  were  many 
weighing  121b.  to  181b.  Enormous  as  the  registered 
catch  was,  it  is  considered  that  probably  a  third 
more  was  actually  taken,  as  many  fishermen  failed 
to  supply  the  required  particulars.  The  total 
quantity  of  trout  taken  from  the  lakes  and  streams 
in  th's  district  is  therefore  calculated  at  close  on 
20  tons.  Many  of  the  greatest  catches  were  made 
by  trolling  in  the  lake.  The  Department  is  of 
opinion  that  indiscriminate  trolling  with  a  bait 
should  not  be  permitted.  It  is  recommended  that 
a  trolling  area  in  the  lake  should  be  strictly  defined. 

"'The  matter  of  introducing  new  varieties  of 
game  suitable  for  rugged  and  non-settled  regions 
is  receiving  attention.  Several  valuable  gifts  of 
sport  animals  have  been  received.  Recently  five 
thar,  of  Caucasian  mountain  goats,  presented  by 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  arrived  from  London.  Six 
goats  were  originally  shipped,  but  one  was  lost 
overboard.  The  thar  are  now  on  Somes'  Island, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  liberate  them  in  the  early 
spring  in  some  mountainous  country  not  yet 
definitely  decided  on.  These  animals  are  similar  in 
their  habits  to  the  Spanish  wild  goat.  Their  most 
distinctive  feature  is  the  horns.  A  number  of 
wapiti,  the  large  Northern  American  deer,  have 
been  presented  to  the  colony  by  President  Roosevelt. 
When  these  animals  have  increased  in  sufficient 
numbers,  they  will  provide  excellent  sport  both 
for  our  own  people  and  for  visitors  from  abroad.'  " 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  (<o  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


The  shad  used  to  arrive  in  the  Thames  in  the 
latter  end  of  May,  or  early  in  June. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tbamea.  —  General  Remarks.  —  There  was 
absolutely  nothing  in  the  way  of  sport  worth 
reporting  last  week,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
the  pretent.  The  rain  which  fell  in  the  earlier  park 
of  the  week  has  slightly  coloured  the  lower  reaches, 
but  to  so  little  an  extent  that  it  is  scarcely  observ- 
able. Still,  we  must  be  thankful  for  small  mercies, 
as  every  little  helps.  Before  any  good  takes  of  fish 
are  had,  however,  there  must  be  much  more  rain. 
The  roach  in  the  tidal  reaches  are  reported  to  b« 
feeding  well,  but  few  fish  are  taken  of  over  Jib. 
each  in  weight,  except  at  Teddinpton  Weir,  where 
a  few  roach  of  lib.  have  been  taken  on  the  weed, 
I  also  hear  that  at  the  latter  place  several  dace 
have  been  had  in  one  or  two  swims.  When  the 
new  lock  was  made  there  was  some  tons  of 
concrete  thrown  into  Teddington  Weir,  which  has 
considerably  altered  the  fishing  at  the  weir,  and 
some  anglers  think  that  the  barbel  holes  have  been 
filled  up  with  concrete,  and  that  this  accounts  for 
the  absence  of  these  fish  from  the  weir  during  the 
present  season.  At  Kingston  very  little  has  been 
done  except  with  small  jack.  Some  of  these  have 
been  caught  when  perch  fishing  with  a  small 
gudgeon.  The  boating  is  now  practically  over,  and 
anglers  will  soon  be  able  to  enjoy  some  quietude  on 
the  river.  During  the  long  sp«ll  of  clear  water  that 
we  have  had  it  has  been  possible  to  see  millions  of 
small  fry,  which  augurs  well  for  the  future,  and 
owing  to  the  heavy  floods  of  last  year  there  has 
been  dfcidedly  less  weed  ia  the  river  this  year.  In 
fact,  pike  fishing  can  now  be  commenced,  and  it  is 
perhaps  safe  to  say  that  pike  and  perch  are  the 
best  fish  to  try  for  whilst  the  water  is  as  it  is.- 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

■        (Henley). — The  recent  rain  has  improved 

the  condition  of  the  river  a  little,  and  sport  has 
slightly  improved  during  the  past  week.  Some  fair 
bags  of  roach  have  been  taken  during  the  last  hour 
or  so  of  fishing,  and  several  nice  perch  have  been 
landed.  Gudgeon  have  gone  off  the  feed  or  have 
taken  to  the  deeper  water.  A  local  angler  has 
taken  eleven  chub  by  casting  with  a  dead  frog, 
three  of  which  weighed  31b.  each,  and  the  best 
fish  41b.  5oz.  One  or  two  jack  have  been  caught 
up  to  41b.,  but  barbel  fishing  is  quite  off.  At  the 
time  of  writing  it  is  raining  fast.  Should  we  get 
enough  of  this  the  prospects  for  sport  will  be  much 
better. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Twickenham). — Wednesday  Night.- 

Now  raining.  The  water  is  slightly  coloured.  More 
rain  will  be  beneficial ;  good  takes  are  still  being 
had  by  my  son's  (R.  Spong)  patrons.  Tom  Auger 
has  been  out  with  fair  takes.  H.  Spiers  has  been 
doing  well.  I  have  captured  some  very  nice  roach 
and  dace,  which  are  running  very  large  for  the 
Thames. — John  Spong. 

  (Weybridg  e). — H.  Curr,  out  with  a  gentle- 
man on  Sept.  29,  and  another  gentleman,  Mr. 
Atkinson,  on  Oct.  2,  had  351b.  of  barbel,  bream,  and 
some  very  fine  roach,  two  roach  scaling  lib.  12oz. 
and  lib  5oz.  respectively.  T.  Strudwick,  with  Mr. 
A.  E.  Walton,  of  Richmond,  301b.  of  good  roach, 
some  going  lib.  each.  Mr.  Glover,  fishing  with 
myself  on  Oct.  1  and  2,  five  barbel  and  one  bream, 
total  weight,  141b.,  best  barbel,  31b.  6oz.  I  had 
three  jack,  perch,  and  two  barbel,  best  barbel,  41b. 
Several  other  gentlemen  have  been  out  by  them- 
selves, with  various  takes  of  barbel,  roach,  jack, 
and  bream.  Twenty-two  of  our  members  fished  for 
three  prizes  in  the  old  river  Wey,  an  invite  kindly 
given  by  our  president,  Mr.  Holmes  Sumner,  who 
gave  the  first  prize.  Most  of  us  got  fish,  the  three 
most  successful  being  Mr.  Barcup,  roach  and  bream, 
first;  Mr.  Lyall,  perch  (two  scaling  31b.  2oz.), 
second ;  and  Mr.  Wheely,  roach,  third.  Our  worthy 
host  kindly  sent  round  to  each  angler  a  very  nlM 
lunch,  and  entertained  us  with  a  good  supp». 
ficishing  up  with  smoking  and  harmony. — Chas.  A. 
Shaylob. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).—  Since  my  last 
report  most  agreeable  autumnal  weather  has  pre 
vailed.  Most  days  the  sun  shone  brilliantly  nearly 
all  day,  and  angling  has  been  carried  on  with 
pleasure,  A  few  hours'  rain  to-day  will  again 
improve  the  stream,  weeds  are  dying  fast  and  the 
river  is  free  from  fallen  leaves  and  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  largest  fish  creeled:  roach  up  to  lib., 
perch  up  to  lib.  4oz  Bream  quiet.  Pike,  severa 
had,  not  large  at  present.  Last  winter's  floodi 
prevented  their  capture,  and  they  are  more  nume- 
rous this  season.  Live  baits  on  the  spol. — John  0 
Geoge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Distnot).  — The  season  ha 
now  ended,  and  what! fishing  there  was  left  for  th< 
season  was  eagerly  taken  advantage  of  by  severa 
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well-known  local  rods,  on  Sept.  28  and  29  of  last 
week,  and  they  were  very  fairly  rewarded  for  their 
efforts.  On  Sept.  28  Mr.  E.  Diatin  had  a  splendid 
basket  of  two  dozen,  and  Mr.  H.  Full  a  dozen  and  a 
half,  whilston  Sept.  29  the  first-named  angler  took  a 
dozen,  as  did  Messra.  H.  T.  Distin  and  E.  Ackrill, 
The  recent  rain  has  improved  the  stream  and  the 
water  is  now  rapidly  rising.  An  amusing  incident 
occurred  at  the  meet  of  the  ott^r  hounds  this  week 
at  Totnes,  when  at  Foley  Stickle  it  was  thought 
that  an  otter  had  beep  traced,  but  the  chase  of  the 
hounds  resulted  in  their  worrying  a  salmon  cal- 
culated to  scale  301b.  Needless  to  add,  the  dogs 
were  ''called  off,"  but  later  in  the  day  an  otter  was 
captured.  — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Generally  speaking,  most 
of  the  rivers  have  now  closed.  On  ths  east  and 
north,  of  Devon,  the  season  has  been  satisfactory, 
and  takes  have  been  rather  above  the  average. — 
Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Both  in  the  rivers 
and  canal  some  good  perch,  large  eels,  and  roach 
have  been  caught,  as  well  as  a  few  pike  with  live 
bait,  but  that  6shing  will  improve  later  on.  Near 
Topsham  Locks  many  perch  have  been  taken  with 
white  bait,  minnow,  and  worm,  Mr.  Parsons  securing 
thirteen  last  week  (best  fish,  fib.),  but  some  larger 
ones  were,  I  hear,  taken  by  Exeter  anglers  and 
Capt.  Hopewell.  Bass  and  mullet,  pollack  and  a 
few  smelt  have  been  in  evidence  at  Exmouth  Pier 
and  at  the  dock  entrances.  Col.  Ryland,  Messrs. 
R.  Mostyn,  White,  Popkin,  Berry,  Bastin,  White- 
man,  Perry,  and  Pollard  doing  well  The  last- 
Bamed  angler,  in  a  boat  near  Start  Point,  had  some 
nice  pollack  and  four  eels,  7lb.,  8lb.,  8Jlb.,  and 
31Jlb.  each,  the  latter  a  very  fine  fish  indeed.  The 
best  catches  of  bass  were  made  by  Messra.  Mostyn, 
Whiteman,  White,  and  Bastin  respectively. — Red 
Paljieb. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — The  river  has  been  run- 
ning very  clear  and  sluggish,  but  as  heavy  rain  fell 
in  the  Lea  on  Wednesday  night,  it  is  hoped  the 
water  will  colour  up  a  little.  Boisterous  weather 
for  angling  prevailed  on  Thursday  morning  (Oct.  6). 
Sport  has  again  been  disappointing.  Afew  goodroach 
and  dace  have  been  taken  in  the  upper  reaches.  Jn 
the  Hertford  district,  on  Monday,  Oct.  3,  two 
beautiful  dace  of  looz.  and  14:^z.  were  landed.  As 
the  weeds  are  decaying  pike  ought  to  be  on  the 
move,  but  so  far  no  good  sport  among  those  fish 
has  been  reported. — Izaak  Walton. 

IiQgg  and  Arrow  (Leominstert.  —  Both 
these  grayling  streams  are  in  order,  for  fishing, 
but  rather  low ;  leaves  are  now  going  down  the 
liver,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  better  at  the 
midges.  The  frosty  nights,  followed  by  fogs,  then 
a  fine  day,  have  brought  the  larger  grayling  on  the 
rise,  and  som«>  good-sized  fish  have  been  landed 
with  Willow,  Red  Tag,  Wickham's  Fancy,  Gold- 
Tipped  Blue  and  Silver  Dun,  and  prospects  for 
sport  in  both  streams  are  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
good  order. — Gw^nne. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — We  have  now  had 
some  very  nice  rains,  which  have  put  some  colour 
into  the  water,  and  meide  it  far  better  for  anglers, 
several  who  have  been  out  since  securing  decent 
bags  of  roach  The  weeds  are  also  beginning  to  rot 
off,  and  are  not  nearly  so  troublesome  to  pike 
BDglers.  The  largest,  however,  I  have  seen 
yet,  just  under  61b.,  could  scarcely  be  called  in 
good  condition. — A  Scabd. 

Plymouth. — The  fishing  on  the  Dart  closed  on 
Sept.  30,  and  the  rain  came  just  a  day  too  late. 
Ihs  season,  on  the  whole,  has  not  been  bad.  Mr. 
G.  S.  Jackson  has  had  about  forty  salmon,  others 
thirty-five  and  thirty  ;  but  I  shall  have  more  to 
aay  about  the  rivers  when  they  are  all  closed. — 
WiLLIA.VI  Heaedeb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Mr.  Hines,  fishing  near 
the  English  Bridge  for  roach,  recently  hooked  and 
landed  a  fish  then  unknown  to  hitn,  but  it  turned 
out  to  be  a  bream  of  l^lb.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  1, 
Mr.  Dark,  ftihing  at  L'nderdale  for  bait  with  a  very 
6ne  h  jok,  landed  a  fine  chub  of  3lb  — Hafren 
I  Severn  (Shropshire). — The  Severn  and  tributary 
istreams  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shrewsbury  are 
jlow,  and  little  sport  has  been  obtained  of  late, 
ithough  here  and  there  a ,  few  chub  and  roach 
f  have  been  caught,  A  number  of  Bootle  anglers 
visited  UfTington  on  Sfpt.  29,  and  held  a  com- 
petition for  a  gold  medal,  the  gift  of  the 
president  of  their  club,  but  sport  unfortunately 
ruled  very  poor,  probably  largely  on  account  of 
the  low  state  of  the  water.  The  beautiful  stretch 
'  of  river  below  the  ferry  at  Uflfington  at  one  time 
yielded  plenty  of  large  chub,  roach,  and  perch,  but 
either  from  netting  or  the  depredations  of  pike, 
or  both  combine'*,  spor;  seems  to  have  greatly 
deteiiorated  of  late.  The  past  Severn  trout  fishing 
season  heis  been  one  of  the  worst  on  record,  and  the 
only  hope  of  anglers  for  the  future  lies  in  preserva- 
tion, protection,  and  restocking.  The  mores  are 
now  yielding  good  creels  of  percn,  roach,  and  rudd« 
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Pike  fishing  has  not  been  very  successful  of  late, 
and  colder  weather  is  needful  to  bring  thom  on  the 
feed. — W.  E.  Edwabds. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanymy- 
nech). — A  few  fhowers  during  the  earli>,r  part  of 
thia  week  have  freshened  up  these  streams  very 
considerably,  and  they  are  now  in  nice  condition. 
The  weather  altogether  still  continues  as  favourable 
for  grayling  fishing  as  heretofore,  and  sport  amongst 
them  is  excellent,  as  well  as  with  all  kinds  of  coarse 
fish  found  in  these  rivers,  and  the  closing  days  of 
of  the  trout  fishing  season  were  much  more  pro- 
ductive of  sport  than  the  commencement  of  the 
season ;  but  as  regards  salmon  taken  with  the  rod 
they  have  been  very  few  and  far  between  in  this 
neighbourhood,  but  the  takes  of  salmon  with  nets 
at  the  commencement  and  earlier  part  of  the  season 
have  been  some  of  the  best  on  record. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
Rivers,  as  a  ru'e,  are  too  low  and  bright  for  success- 
ful sport.  Rain  long  wanted  came  on  Oct.  2,  when, 
on  the  only  available  day  for  the  toilers,  it  was 
not  wanted.  Those  who  made  an  early  start  had  a 
few  roach  from  the  Ouse,  and  bream  up  to  21b. 
were  taken  from  the  Cuckmere.  The  after  portion  of 
theday  wastoo  bad  for  the  enthusiasts,  and  a  friendly 
shelter,  or  an  early  train,  was  welcome.  The  canal 
at  Chichester  has  been  fairly  well  patronised,  but  fish 
are  not  at  present  on  feed,  excepting  the  small  fry. 
The  heaviest  bream  of  the  week  was  taken  on  paste 
and  weighed  2^1b.  Roach  up  to  8|oz.  and  a  few 
eels  are  the  record.  Good  sport  has  been  had  in  the 
harbour  at  Pilsea  piles  and  at  the  harbour's  mouth 
among  bass  and  flatfish.  Mr.  Barden  had  bass  up 
to  21b  ,  and  a  local  man  a  conger  of  7^1b.  Codling 
are  numerous;  fish  up  to  l^lb.  have  been  secured 
on  both  rod  and  hand-linea. — Geoege  F.  Salteb. 

Teme  (Ludlow) — The  water  in  this  part  is  still 
running  low  and  clear,  but  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  in  every  way  suitable  for 
grayling  fishing,  with  frosty  nights  and  foggy  morn- 
ings, followed  by  bright  sunshmy  days,  and  the 
fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  large  gray- 
ling have  been  landed.  The  flies  to  use  are  the  Red 
Tag,  Silver  Dun,  Gold-Tipped  Blue,  Green  Insect, 
and  Willow.  Bottom  fishing  with  maggot  has  bpen 
successful,  and  grajling.  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
landed.  Pike  fishing  is  improving  with  live  bait. 
At  the  end  of  last  week,  up  the  Burway  water, 
eighteen  grayling  were  taken  with  the  Gold-Tipped 
Blue  and  Green  Insect.  In  the  water  below  Lud- 
ford  some  good  grayling  have  been  taken.  The 
prospects  for  next  week  are  good.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Lsdwyche  are  all  in  good  order,  and  fair 
sport  had  in  them  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

  Tenbury. — The  water  in  this  distiict  is  now 

running  low  and  clear,  and  there  are  now  a  good 
number  of  leaves  going  down  the  river,  but  it  is  in 
good  condition  for  grayling  fishing,  and  the  frosty 
nights  have  improved  matters.  The  grayling  have 
been  rising  better  at  the  fly,  ar  d  a  fair  number  of 
ang'ers  have  been  out,  usin^  fly  and  maggot,  and 
some  nice  lots  of  good  fish  have  been  taken.  The 
prospects  for  grayling  in  this  part  are  good,  and 
good  sport  will  be  had  with  Rod  Tag,  Green  Insect, 
and  Gold-Tipped  Blue  — Woece.stee. 

Torcross  Ley. — Weather  fine,  and  sport  very 
good.  Water  in  spendid  condition,  and  no  weeds; 
can  now  spin  all  over  the  ley. — Wm.  Vickeey. 


Tkolt,  Sea-Troot,  and  Salmon  Ki.ie.<.— Oue  of  the  largest 
.stock.s  ill  the  kiMf,'(loiii.  Siiecial  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattei  u. 
.Siiitaljlo  selections  made  np  for  all  parts.  Monnted  Hy  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  Gd.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
E.xtra  tine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yartls,  made  from  .specially 
selected  gnt.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
easts,  inclndin;;  one  of  7.011).  of  sea-trout  hcin;;  killed  with  one 
east.  Hi)eeial  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
.selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  hest  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  (inality, 
»d.  each.— .T.  E.  MiLLKK,  Northern  Anulcrs'  Depot,  1«,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  <  ori<li 
tion  of  these  rivers  during  the  past  week,  practically 
no  rain  having  fallen.  Quite  a  number  of  ang  ers 
have  been  out  to  finish  up  the  trouting  season  of 
1904  Sport  ruled  moderate,  only  one  or  two 
decent  baskets  having  been  reported  to  me,  one  of 
eight  nice  trout  from  the  Tyne  near  (  orbridge,  and 
another  of  eleven  from  Bellingham.  Sport  on  the 
Coquet  has  been  very  poor,  and  many  sav  they  do 
not  ramember  the  water  being  so  low  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  There  should  be  some  fine  sport  arnong 
the  grilse  and  salmon  after  the  first  heavy  rain  as 
they  are  lying  below  Acklington  dam  waiting  to  get 
up  the  river.  I  hear  of  a  feiv  being  taken,  one  of 
Gib.  on  Oct.  3,  and  on  Oct.  I  several  about  the 
same  weight.  The  grayling  are  feeding  wall  on  the 
Till,  and  are  plentiful.  Best  flies:  ReJ  Tag,  Brad- 
shaw'a  Fancy.  Golden  Dun.  Silver  Dun. — Henry 
A.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk).— The  river  rose  a  foot  or  more  on 
Oct.  2,  but  quickly  went  down  again.  On  Monday, 
Oct.  3,  Mr.  R.  Richards  killed  three  salmon,  two  in 
PenyDen  and  one  in  Coedyprior,  the  weights  being 
Ulb.,  11  Mb.,  and  81b.  He  also  hooked  and  lost 
five  others  in  the  latter  pool.  Mrs.  Lister  has 
landed  two,  one  in  the  Pvoad  Pool,  and  on^  in  Raily- 
derry  weighing  91b.  Mr.  E.  F.  Bisshopp,  of  Ipswich, 
also  killed  a  4-pjunder  in  the  Crows  on  Monday. — 
T  R 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— Pike  of  8lb.  and  101b. 
have  been  taken,  and  Mr.  Hollick  has  had  five 
braam  weighing  141b.,  a  nice  sample.  No  fewer 
than  seventeen  pike  were  landed  on  Oct.  2,  the 
best  being  101b.,  and  everything  points  to  a  con- 
tmuation  of  thij  success,  especially  while  the  water 
is  at  its  present  lo-v  level. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). -These  rivers 
still  continue  to  be  in  order  for  fly-fishing,  but 
grayling  have  not  risen  very  well  generally.  Only 
in  some  of  the  favourite  swims  could  we  see  a  fish 
rise.  Therefore,  creels  have  not  been  very  heavy. 
A  good  fresh  would  do  a  lot  of  good,  as  this  is  the 
best  month  for  grayling.  There  is  everv  appear- 
ance of  a  change  in  the  weather  as  it  has  just  com- 
menced to  rain,  ani  if  it  comes  sufficient  to  colour 
these  rivers  good  sport  ought  to  be  had,  on  both 
the  Wye  and  Derwent.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland  and  a 
friend,  fishing  at  Whatstandwell  on  Sept.  30,  took 
two  and  five  grayling  respectively.  Several  others 
have  secured  a  few  fish  at  various  times.  The 
pr  'spect  for  the  next  few  days  is  favourable.  Use- 
ful flies:  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Apple  Graen, 
Grey  Quill,  Red  Tag,  Grey  Palmer  and  Claret 
Bumble. — Dotteeel, 

7ore,  Swale,  Wnarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks), — Trout  fishing  ended  on  all  our 
Yorkshire  rivers  last  Saturday,  and  I  must  say  that 
during  the  season  sport  has  varied  very  much. 
Early  in  the  spring  good  catches  were  made  with 
the  fly  by  anglers  who  are  residing  on  the  banks  of 
the  river.  During  the  summer  monlhs  some  fair 
catches  of  trout  were  made  with  the  up-stream 
worm  and  minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel  and  small 
Chapman  spinnner  in  the  day  time,  and  in  the 
evening  sc  me  good  trout  have  been  got  with  the  fly. 
Speaking  upon  the  wh'  le,  and  taking  things 
generally,  the  season  throughout  has  been  a  fair  one. 
Since  grayling  fishing  started  some  very  nice  sport 
has  b  en  met  with  in  various  districts.  Best 
baskets  have  been  got  with  fly,  also  with  swimming 
the  maggot.  The  Yore  is  still  keeping  low.  Very 
few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches. 
A  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  deeps  between 
Middleham  and  Boroughbridge,  but  the  bottom 
fishermen  on  the  whole  found  sport  only  moderate 
amongst  coarse  fish.  The  Whiife  is  low  and  clear. 
A  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches 
ia  the  districts  of  Grassington,  Appletreewick, 
Bolton  Woods,  and  Burnaall  in  searcti  of  the  gray- 
ling. Some  very  nice  baskets  from  ^ix  to  fifteen  brace 
of  fish  have  been  got  with  fly  and  maggot.  In  the 
lower  reaches  som^  very  fair  catches  of  grayling  have 
been  made  at  Woodtiall,  CoUingham,  Wetherby, 
and  Boston  Spa.  The  fly  has  been  the  most 
successful  lure  in  these  districts.  In  the  districts  of 
Ulieskelf  and  Ryther  a  few  pike  have  been  caught 
with  live-bait,  the  heaviest  being  one  weighing 
13ilb.  The  Nidd  is  low  and  clear,  and  very  little 
has  been  done  on  this  liver.  The  members  of 
the  York  Theatre  Royal  Angling  Club  held  their 
(.nnual  match  at  Elvington  The  fodowint;  wero 
the  chief  winners  —  namely,  1st,  H.  Mande- 
field;  2nd,  J.  R.  Barren,  senr.  ;  3rd,  P.  Cunning- 
ham. About  .540  anjjlers  went  from  Leeds  to 
Kerstead  on  Oct.  2.  The  Robin  Hood  A.S.  had 
ttieir  off  match,  about  116  memb  rs  takiog  part, 
sport  on  the  whole  being  only  moderate;  first  prize 
fell  to  Mr.  W.  Armitage,  3Ib.  Joz  ;  2nd,  Mr.  T. 
Gunnel,  21b.  lojoz.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  H.  Skinner,  21b.  lOoz! 
The  delegates  of  the  Leeds  .Amalg-imatijn  of  Anglers 
held  their  annual  match  at  the  same  placo.  Sever-^' 
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members  of  the  Robin  Hood  were  allowed,  being  dele- 
gates, to  weigh  in  for  the  delegates'  prizes,  Mr.  P. 
Armitage,  Mr.  T.  Gunner  and  Mr.  H.  Skinner  again 
coming  in  for  good  prizes.  Mr.  H.  Wilson  took  the 
special  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish.  Mr.  Brown  won 
the  ppecial  prize  given  by  Mr.  Malins,  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Prize  distribution  took  place  at 
Robin  Hood,  Oct  5,  and  delegates  at  head- 
quarters, Oct.  7.  Sport  will  not  improve  amongst 
the  grayling  until  rain  falls.  Best  flies  are  Miller's 
Dark  Needle,  Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Red  Tag,  and  Waterhen  Bloa. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly. — The  angling  on  the  Beauly  ceafes  on 
Oct.  15,  but  so  far  the  season  has  been  the  most 
successful  of  which  there  is  any  record.  During 
the  past  week,  Messrs.  Anderson,  at  Braulen,  Major 
Clarke,  at  Fasnakyle,  Mr.  Barry,  at  Struy,  Mr.  Mills, 
at  Erchless,  and  Mr.  Wood,  at  Eskadale,  have  done 
very  well,  some  ten  fish  being  grassed  on  the 
Braulen  water  and  eleven  at  Struy.  On  the  lower 
reaches,  the  Messrs.  Phipps  were  successful  on  the 
Beaufort  Castle  waters,  while  on  Major  Cameron's 
rod  some  nice  baskets  of  sea- trout  were  grassed  in 
the  tidal  waters. — A.  R. 

Border  Eak  and  Liddle.— On  October  1, 
Mr,  S.  M.  Kune,  jun.,  landed  a  salmon  of  181b. 
in  the  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Murray  hud 
a  grilse  weighing  51b.,  and  at  another  fishing 
had  some  herling.  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  Rowanburo, 
during  a  week's  fishing  killed  four  sea-trout 
and  sixteen  herling.  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  Canon- 
bie, had  two  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  herling  in  the 
same  water.  Mr.  R.  Steel  caught  ten  herling 
in  Canonbie  water;  Mr.  H.  B.  Yates,  during  the 
week,  had  five  sea-trout  and  sixteen  herling.  The 
Rev.  R.  H.  Karr  had  two  sea-trout  and  some 
herling;  Mr.  A.  Johnstone,  staving  in  Canonbie, 
caught  two  sea-trout  and  thirteen  herling  ;  Mr.  R. 
Robson,  a  sea-trout  and  fifteen  herling  in  the 
Double  water  ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  three  sea-trout 
and  some  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  two  sea-trout  and 
twenty  herling  in  the  Byreburn  Foot  water  ;  Mr. 
Anderson,  twenty  herling  in  the  Double  Water; 
Mr.  Jameson,  fishing  in  the  Twin  Pools,  the  Willow, 
and  Cauldron,  had  twenty- five  herling  and  two  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Keen  had  good  sport  with  herling  below 
Canonbie  Bridge  ;  Mr.  J.  Graham  and  Mr.  Walter 
Dickson  were  very  successful  in  the  same  water. 
Mr.  D.  Wood  had  a  dozen  herling  and  two  sea-trout 
in  the  Double  water,  Mr.  J.  Ford,  some  herling  and 
a  sea-trout ;  fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  G.  M. 
Little  caught  four  sea-trout  and  some  herling.  In 
the  upper  reaches  of  Liddle  water  fairly  good  eport 
has  been  had  with  sea-trout  and  herling.  Several 
anglers  have  done  well  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the 
Liddle,  while  the  angling  between  Penton  Bridge 
and  Moat  Linn  continues  to  be  fairly  well  up  to  the 
average. — Gilnockie. 

DeveroD. — The  Rev.  Hamilton  Young,  of  York, 
killed  a  very  fine  fresh  run  salmon,  on  Oct  3,  scaling 
241b.,  with  a  trout  fly  on  the  Inverichnie  section  of 
the  river. — G.  M. 

Harris  Hotel  Waters. — On  these  waters  for  the 
week  endirg  Oct.  4,  three  rods  had  six  salmon,  281b., 
and  forty-two  sea-trout,  40jlb. — W.  J.  Cameron. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (Sottth 
Harris). — The  total  catch  on  the  Rodel  waters  for 
the  week  ended  Oct.  1  has  been  three  salmon, 
weighing  IGlb.  12oz.,  and  eighty-one  sea-trout, 
weighing  631b.  8oz.  The  heaviest  salmon  weighed 
71b.,  and  heaviest  sea-trout  weighed  31b. — G.  D. 
Stirling. 

Lochiuver  (Cnlag  Hotel),— On  Sept.  26,  Mr. 
Skinner  had  fifteen  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  eight 
trout,  3lb.,  and  two  sea  trout,  lib. ;  Mr.  Constable, 
five  sea-trout,  2Jlb.,  and  two  brown  trout,  lib.  On 
Sept.  28,  Mr.  Skinner,  three  grilse,  lUb  ,  and  one 
sea-trout,  ^Ib.  On  Sept.  29,  Mr.  Percival  (sea), 
good  general  catch.  On  Sept.  30,  Mr.  Percival,  two 
sea  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Braggins,  three  salmon,  201b, 
and  three  sea  trout,  41b.  On  Oct.  1,  "MacNab," 
one  salmon,  20 Jib.,  and  one  sea-trout,  lib. — J. 
Mackenzie. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee. — The  river  rose  on 
Saturday  fully  two  feet  more  from  the  wind  driving 
the  water  fiom  the  lochs  than  from  local  rains. 
However,  for  the  nonce  it  did  an  immense  amount 
of  good,  although  not  of  a  lasting  nature.  The 
rush  of  fish  into  the  upper  waters  from  the  tidals 
could  have  been  heard  a  considerable  distance  off 
as  they  crossed  the  shallows.  Unfortunately,  the 
river  is  again  as  low  as  ever,  but  to  all  appearances 
there  ia  evidently  a  change  brewing,  and  the  chances 
are  that  the  long  expected  floods  are  at  hand.  His 
Royal  Highne-s  the  Prince  of  Wales  left  l")eefcide  on 
Mondt/y  to  join  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
party  lor  the  back-end  season  on  the  Spey.  The 
prospects  are  fairly  good,  but  would  be  much 
enhanced  with  a  timely  flood.   This  applies  etjually 


to  every  river  in  Scotland.  On  the  Balmoral. 
Hallater,  and  Glentana  waters  some  sport  is 
being  got,  chiefly  with  red  or  "potted"  fish. 
On  Monday  (Oct.  3),  with  the  lise  of  the  river. 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught  creeled  three  nice  fish 
ofS'b.,  121b.,  and  141b.  on  the  Balmoral.  On  the 
same  day  His  Majesty  the  King,  accompanied  by  a 
disticguished  party,  had  an  excellent  day's  trout 
fishing  on  Loch  Muick.  The  weather  was  ideal  for 
sport,  a  nice  breeze  just  raising  the  necessary  ripple 
on  the  water.  Trout  were  plentiful  and  in  splendid 
condition,  and  in  the  course  of  three  hours  out 
some  seventeen  dozen  were  creeled,  many  of  thim 
being  half-pounders.  On  the  Invercauld  private 
waters,  Mr.  S.  Neumann  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Hull  had 
good  sport  on  Monday  and  again  on  Tuesday, 
several  fish  being  creeled  of  average  weights. 
On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section  sport  revived  with 
the  recent  fill,  and  one  or  two  fish  have  been  got  on 
the  various  sections,  details  of  which  are  not  yet  to 
hand.  On  the  Cairnton  water  Lord  Penrhyn  and 
party  are  having  one  or  two  daily  per  rod,  while  the 
Crathes  and  adjoining  section  are  also  yielding  an 
occasional  fish.  On  the  Park  Water,  David  Nicoll, 
keeper,  had  a  fine  fish  of  221b.  on  Thursday, 
and  Mr.  George  Davidson,  of  Wellwood,  one  of  1415. 
on  the  Kincaussie  section.  On  the  Murtle  water, 
Mr.  Fleming  had  three  fine  seartrout  on  Monday, 
and  good  baskets  of  finnock  are  being  made  on  the 
Cults  and  tidal  reaches  by  Messrs.  Clark,  Duthie, 
Low,  Mutch,  Mackay,  and  others,  all  to  the  small 
fly.  Don. — The  fish  are  in  hundreds  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  but  only  at  high  water  can 
thej'  got  over  the  sandbars.  Unfortunately,  diseasa 
has  broken  out  most  seriously,  and  every  other 
second  fish  is  much  affected  on  the  lower  waters. 
A  good  few  fish  have  been  got  by  the  Countess  of 
Suffolk's  party  on  the  Grandholm  Water,  while 
Mr.  H.  Farquhar-Spottiswood  and  Mr.  Gill,  Aber- 
deen, have  each  had  one  of  aljout  Gib.  On  the 
Kintore  Burgh  waters  fish  are  fairly  plentiful, 
but  the  river  is  too  low  for  sport.  Ythan. — 
Good  baskets  are  being  made  on  the  tidal  reaches, 
as  also  on  the  Auchmacoy  and  Ellon  waters,  chiefly 
of  finnock  and  a  few  sea-trout.  Salmon  are  abundant 
on  the  coast,  but  cannot  get  forward  in  the  present 
low  state  of  the  river.  Ugie. — Fairly  good  sport  is 
being  got  with  finnock  and  smaller  sea- trout  by 
Mr.  Stewart  (Ravenscraig  Castle),  Mr,  Wm.  Ingram 
(Edinburgh),  and  Mr.  Forbes  (Bronte  Cottage),  and 
others.  Salmon  and  sea- trout  are  literally  crowding 
the  tidals,  but  cannot  get  inland  for  the  lack  of 
water.  A  spate,  however  moderate,  would  be  a 
welcome  boon  all  over  the  North. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — In  this  district  sport  has 
been  fairly  good  during  the  past  fortnight.  Netting 
and  redding  are  now  at  an  end.  The  best  sport  to 
hand  has  been  as  follows  : — On  the  Shin,  from 
Inveran  Hotel,  on  Sept.  26,  Lieut.  Hodgson,  R.N  , 
landed  a  salmon  of  91b.  On  Sept.  27  Mr.  Bilbrough 
caught  two,  weighing  141b.  and  171b.  On  Sept  28 
Lieut.  Hodgson  grassed  one  of  121b.,  and  on  Sept.  30 
caught  a  grilse  weighing  41b.  On  a  neighbouring 
mountain  loch,  kindly  granted  by  Lord  Brassey, 
Mr.  John  McPherson,  Bridge  Hotel,  Bonarbridge, 
has  made  splendid  baskets.  On  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  good  sport  in  eea-trout  angling  has  been 
got  by  Mr.  MacLennan  and  other  local  anglers. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rise  in  the  waters 
caused  a  number  of  salmon  to  rtm  on  Sept.  30 
(night)  and  on  Oct.  1  (morning).  They  were  seen 
passing  over  the  Caulds  and  making  their  way  to 
the  higher  waters.  The  great  run  of  back-end 
salmon  is  yet  to  take  place,  and  it  is  probable  that 
they  will  not  migrate  until  a  succession  of  floods 
allows  them  to  run  inland.  The  Annan. — Heavy 
rain  fell  in  Moffatdale  and  mid-Annandale  on 
Friday,  and  the  Annan  rose  in  flood  by  nightfall. 
On  Sept.  30  (night)  Mr.  Campbell  McLean  had 
twenty-five  herling  with  fly  in  the  Brewery  water, 
and  on  the  following  evening  eighteen.  Mr.  Gilbert 
Tweedie  had  eighteen  on  fcjept.  29  (night)  below 
bridge.  Mr.  Jas.  Loudon  had  a  good  bag,  as 
also  had  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  and  Mr.  Thomson. 
Another  rod  took  close  on  thirty  herling  with 
fly  in  the  tidal  reaches.  On  Oct.  1  the  water  was 
only  suitable  for  minnow,  and  fishing  with  the 
Devon  Mr.  W.  Wright  took  four  large  herling,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Tliexton  having  a  brace  with  the  same  lure. 
Mr.  Richardson  had  four  herling  with  fly  and  a  sea- 
trout, Mr.  Brown  five  herling,  Mr,  Maxwell  three, 
and  several  other  anglers  had  a  brace  each.  The 
Dumfries  Nith. — Not  much  has  been  done  on  this 
river  since  last  week's  report.  Fishing  in  the 
Closeburn  water,  of  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association 
water,  Mr.  Duff  killed  a  salmon  of  161b.  with  Brown 
Turkey  fly.  A  few  herling  were  taken  last  week 
about  dusk.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — Angling  is 
very  quiet  in  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry  this  week. 
Hack  end  salmon  are  not  showing  at  all  well  on 
account  of  the  rivers  being  so  low.  Ayrshire 
Rivers. — There  is  no  sport  this  week,  and  few 
salmon  are  running.    The  Stincher  of  Ballantrae  is 


rather  low,  and  but  few  salmon  are  running.  At 
present  the  Ayr  is  nearly  as  low  as  it  was  at  mid- 
summer, and  sport  is  exceedingly  poor.  The  chief 
lochs  have  closed  now,  and  yellow  trout  fishing 
closes  for  the  season  on  the  night  of  Oct  15. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  continues  to  be  dis- 
appointing. A  rise  of  the  water  on  Monday  g*ve 
promise  of  improvement,  but  Tuesday  proved  very 
boisterous  and  unjatisfactory  for  anglers.  On  that 
d  ly  the  Prioce  of  Wales  and  all  the  members  of 
the  Gordon  Castle  party  were  early  at  the  river 
and  stuck  to  it  throughout  the  day,  notwithstandini^ 
the  unpleasantness  of  the  day.  Late  in  the  day 
His  Royal  Highness  was  rewarded  with  a  fine 
salmon  of  201b.,  taken  from  the  Lake  pool,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  The  total  catch  was  com- 
paratively small. — J.  M. 

Tay, — The  River  Tay  has  been  at  summer  level 
through  lut  the  whole  of  the  past  week,  and  the 
catches  have  in  consequence  been  very  light.  A 
good  number  of  fish  are  showing  in  the  middle  and 
lower  reaches,  but  they  are  not  rising  freely. 
To-night  (Oct.  5)  rain  is  falling  heavily,  with 
a  strong  south-west  wind,  and  should  it  keep  up 
for  eight  hours  it  would  just  bring  the  river  into 
fine  fishing  order  for  the  last  week  of  the  season. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  reported  for 
the  week  ending  Oct.  4.  Meikleour  Beat. — Miaa 
Bradshaw,  fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  24,  had  one 
grilse  of  61b.  ;  on  26th,  one  grilse  of  4Jlb. ;  and  on 
29th,  another  of  61b.  ;  while  Mrs.  Sandeman  had 
one  of  similar  weight.  Islamouth. — Fishing  this 
stretch  on  Oct.  3,  Lord  Clanwilliam  landed  one 
salmon  of  181b.  Upi-eb  Cargill. — Mr.  Ernest 
Moon,  K.C.,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  28,  killed 
one  salmon  of  181b.,  while  Lord  Cairns  and  Lord 
Hardwicke  had  two  fish  of  131b.  and  141b.  on  Oct.  3. 
Lower  Cabgill. — Fishing  on  Sept.  29,  Lord  CairnB 
and  Lady  Chesterfield  landed  three  "salmon  of  201b,, 
161b.,  and  171b.  Willies  Stone. — Lord  Cairns  had 
two  salmon  of  141b.  and  161b.  on  this  beat  on  Oct.  3. 
UiTER  Stobhall. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  28, 
Captain  Broadhurst  landed  two  salmon  of  201b. 
and  141b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.,  while  Mr. 
Coats'  party  in  the  second  boat  had  one 
fish  of  221b.  On  Sept.  30  Messrs.  A.  and 
J.  Coats  had  two  fish  of  431b.  and  191b., 
Mr.  Archd.  Coats  landed  one  salmon  of  191b.. 
while  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  from  the  second  boat  had 
two  grils9  of  81b.  and  61b.  Lower  Stobhall.— 
Mr.  G.  Barclay  had  two  salmon  of  181b.  and 
151b.,  and  a  grilse  of  101b.  on  the  29th,  whi  e 
the  second  boat  had  one  fish  of  211b.,  and  on  the 
4th  inst.  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  had  two  salmon 
of  221b.  and  131b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  Bubnmouth. 
— Fishing  this  water,  on  Sept.  29,  Mr.  Andrews 
landed  two  grilse  of  8|lb,  and  7ilb.,  and  on  Oct.  3 
Lord  Hardwicke  had  one  fish  of  151b.,  while 
Mr.  G.W.  Wolfl:,  M.P..  killed  one  salmon  of  171b. 
Catholes,  —  Fishing  on  Sept.  28,  Mr.  H.  M, 
Beddington  landed  one  fish  of  161b.,  and  on 
Sept.  30  one  of  251b.  and  a  grilse  of  71b.,  while 
Mr.  C.  Beddington  landed  a  salmon  of  141b. 
Stanley. — Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  had  one  grilse  of  71b. 
on  Sept.  28,  and  another  of  8lb.  on  Oct.  3,  while 
Mrs.  Martin  landed  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and  Mr.  Mason 
a  grilse  of  71b.  Benchill.— Mr.  H.  M.  Beddington, 
fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  1,  landed  one  salmon  of 
121b.,  and  on  Oct.  4,  one  salmon  of  16Jlb.,  and  a 
grilse  of  81b.  Battleby  Water. — Fishing  the 
upper  beat  on  Oct.  3,  Mr.  Harker  had  two 
salmon  of  221b.  and  17Jlb.,  and  a  grilse  of  6lb., 
while  on  the  lower  beat  Capt.  BroEklhurst  had  one 
grilse  of  4Jlb.  on  Sept.  24  ;  Mr.  Harker,  one  fish  of 
141b  ,  and  Mr.  Robson,  four  grilse  of  81b.,  81b.,  71b. 
and  Gib.,  on  Oct.  4.  Very  fair  sport  has  been 
obtmned  on  the  Free  Water  below  Perth,  one  or  two 
rods  having  three  and  four  fish  on  Oct.  3,  while 
last  week  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  London,  killed  a 
45lb.  fish  from  the  bank  at  Orchard  Neuk,  opposite 
Kinfauns.  This  is  the  heaviest  fish  killed  by  rod  on 
the  Tay  up  to  the  present  this  season. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  small  rivers  still 
open  are  lacking  water.  There  is  a  good  stock  of 
sea-trout  in  the  estuary  of  the  Comber,  but  very 
few  have  been  killed  so  far.  Several  members  of 
the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  had  good  catches 
of  trout  recently  bbove  Kilmore.  Owing  to  th9 
strict  supervision  of  the  bailiffs  there  was  no  damage 
done  by  flax  water  this  season.  The  Maine  fished 
well  lately ;  on  Oct.  1,  Mr.  Thomas  Topping  killed 
nine  trout,  including  a  "  dollaghan,"  2JId.,  and 
another  angler  had  tweh  e  trout  up  to  IJlb.  The 
middle  sections  of  the  Maine  are  heavily  stocked 
with  lake  trout.  The  season  closed  badly  on  Stoney- 
ford.  At  Woodburn,  on  Oct,  -l,  Mr.  Kilpatrick 
creeled  ten  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Wright,  six ;  and  several 
rods  had  a  briice  or  two  each. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannou  and  Belleek).  —  The 
season  for  rod  angling  closed  on  the  Erne  on 
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BURBERRY-PROOF 


THE 

SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  The  test  fishing  hat  I 
ever  used.  Vou  can  have 
it  as  light  as  you  like, 
and  yet  it  will  keep  out 
«ny  amount  of  rain,  and 
the  peak  protects  the 
eyes,  ears,  and  back  of 
neck."— ^^sAing  Gazette. 


Every 

Barberry-Proof 
bears  a 

Barberry  Label. 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 

Provide  the  Angler 
with  every  need— 

(1)  Protection  from 
Wet  in  all  forms. 

(2)  Self- Ventilation. 

(3)  Coolness  and  Light- 
ness, 

(4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


No  kit  in  the  world  gives 
such  freedom  of  swing  to 
the  arms.  A  characteristic 
essential  not  only  to  Anglers, 
but  for  the  devotees  of  all 
other  forms  of  Sport.  Looks 
smart  as  well  as  workman- 
like, and  unparalleled  for 
excellence  of  material  and 
design. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

Thoroughly  adapted  to  the  reijuire- 
ments  of  the  angler.  Doulile  hrim, 
arranged  to  hold  casts  and  Hies,  &c. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregrinations  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali- 
ties, whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  of  any 
kind  iu  the  open  air. 


BURBERRY  FFSHINQ  SUIT. 


FISHING  SLIP-ON. 


30,  31,  HAYIVIARKET,  LONDON  ;  &  BASINGSTOKE, 

iLJ^G]:.£:RS'    MOTEI-S,    FTSHIl^JO   QUARTERS,  Slc. 


LOCHIHVER,  SUTHERI^ANDSHIRE. 
Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  In 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
8ea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishmg. 
EoM<6— Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
.from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wirea:  "Gulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 
Pour  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors;  lovely  scenery;  comfortable; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martm 
writes :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
oeiriog,  via  Chirk. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

within  ten  mlDutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
wme  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  i3,5Z0 
acres  of  Vree  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
lUheries  Association.  6,0<)0  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  Wiis 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  liedr'.oms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
loom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
alwoTS  In  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T   WAUOHTON.  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 
Every  accommodation.     Punts,  Baits, 
9m.,  always  ready.    Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

i  SCARD,  BOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Pish- 
ing, (fee.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.— Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  oo.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  CroUy,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

BRIMPTON,  near  READING. 
BERKSHIRE  TROUT  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early,  for  delivery  in  October  and 
November,  and  secure  the  best  fish. 
Send  post  card  for  prices  to  Manager. 


GRAYLING  FISHING. 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Heroford.shire).  —  Apply, 
Frederic  Hugues,  Architect.Worcester. 


Royal  Victoria  Hotel,  Killarney 

The  Home  o-f  the  Angler. 

Beautifully  .situated  on  the  shores  of  the  lower 
lake,  a  short  distance  from  the  railway  station, 
and  easy  of  access  to  all  places  of  interest  in  tht 
district.  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  generally 
very  good.  Season,  February  1  to  Novenil)er  1, 
tlie  lakes  being  stocked  annually  with  thousands 
of  Salmon  Fry,  Eainliuws,  Loch  Levens,  and 
other  varieties  of  Trout.  Good  boats,  steady 
Ipoatmen  and  fishermen  always  in  readiness. 
Boariliug  terms  are  arranged  for  visitors  during 
the  winter,  spring,  and  early  summer  months, 
and  every  attention  is  paid  to  their  comfort. 
The  hotel  has  always  enjoyed  distinguished 
patronage.  The  King,  Duke  of  Connaught,  and 
several  members  also  of  the  German  Royal 
Family  have  been  among  its  guests.  Telegraph 
ottiee  and  dark  room  for  photographers  in  hotel  ; 
cycle  house.  The  most  exquisite  views  in  Killarney 
can  lie  obtained  from  Lounge  Hall.  The  only 
hotel  in  Killarney  at  which  the  King  stayed. 


TO  PIKE  FISHERMEN. 

H.  JOHNSON'S   Nottingham  -  made 
Pike  Tackle. 

Send  1  /6  for  three  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  quality. 
One  Nottingham  Saddle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  and  one  Nottingham  Spin- 
ning Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  complete.  50  yards  of  very  strong 
Nottingham-made  Pike  Line,  1/9.— 155,  Water- 
way Street,  Nottingham. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  aj/plicatioii. 


HERNE  BAY 

ANGLING  COMPETITION 

(Boat  and  Pier), 
OCTOBER  29,  30,  and  31, 


Open  to  all  Members  of  bona  fide  Angling  Clubs. 

TWENTY-ONE  VALUABLE  PRIZES. 

Entries   close   on.    24tli.  October. 


JOSEPH  GRIPPER,  Hon.  Secretary, 

Station  Road,  Heme  Bay. 
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Sept.  30,  Mr.  A.  M.  Walters  and  Mr.  P.  M.  Walters 
landed  a  few  saltr.on  before  the  season  closed,  and 
Mr.  R.  Atkinson  landed  one  salmon  of  71b.  The 
water  became  very  low  again  recently,  and  as  soon 
83  it  did  so,  it  was  quite  a  surprise  what  a  good 
phow  of  salmon  were  to  be  seen  in  all  the  pools  in 
the  river,  sa  now  the  prospects  of  a  good  spawnine; 
season  are  much  better  than  was  expected. — M. 

ROGAN  AND  So^  S. 

Killarney. — The  weather  has  been  favourable 
enonnh  since  laat  report,  but  sport  has  not  shown 
much  improvement  in  tlje  salmon  department. 
Brown  trout,  however,  have  furnished  eood  sport, 
all  anglers  out  doing  well.  The  prospects  for  the 
back  -  end  angling  continue  to  improve  as 
the  season  draws  to  a  close.  Matters  have  been 
vpry  quiet  recently  at  Caragh  and  Glencar  in  tliis 
district.— T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  (Royal  Victoria  Hotel). — During  the 
past  fortnight  Messrs.  Home  and  Ager  have  taken 
180  trout;  Mr.  Holt,  130;  Mr.  Macdonald,  ()G ; 
Major  Harrison,  50 ;  Major  Trant,  37  ;  and  Mr. 
Coote,  40.  Mr.  Malpass  had  six:  salmon  weighing 
41b.,  61b.,  Sib  ,  81b  ,  5|lb.,  and  71b.,  also  58  trout; 
and  Mr.  Bernard  a  trout  of  71b.— J.  M.  D. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle). — The  fishing  on  Arr)w 
closed  down  on  Sept.  30,  and  on  the  whole  it  must 
be  considered  an  excellent  season,  trout  rose  well 
up  to  the  last  day.  On  Sept.  24  Mr.  Phillips  and 
Mr.  Jef  son  had  two  jack,  and  one  trout  of  31b.,  Mr. 
Norris  and  Mr.  Whitehouse  four  snipe  and  two 
partridges.  On  Sept.  27  Mr.  Phillips  one  pike  and 
one  (trout,  2]lb.,  Messrs.  Norris  and  Whitehouse 
four  snipe,  three  partridges,  one  hare.  Sept  28, 
Mr.  Jisson  two  pike,  i)lb.  and  2ilb.,  Mr.  Norris  two 
duck,  three  rabbits,  cne  snipe.  Sept.  2!t,  Mr. 
Phillips  and  Mr.  Jesson  three  pike,  Clb.,  4Jlb.,  31b., 
Mr.  Norris  and  Mr.  Whitehouse  two  partridges,  two 
snipe,  and  one  hare.  On  the  same  evening,  Mr. 
Acheson  lent  his  boat  to  a  local  fisherman  to  set  a 
line  for  eels  (on  which  there  were  about  120  hooks) 
in  a  small  loch  close  to  Arrow,  and  in  the  morning 
he  came  away  with  two  bags  each  containing 
three  stone  weight  of  eels;  he  has  had  two  simi'ar 
catches  since  then. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Iiongh  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— 
Spoit  has  been  fair.  The  takes  of  sea-trout 
ranged  from  three  to  nine  each  boat  daily,  the 
fish  averaging  about  lib.  in  weight.  Tiie  season 
closes  on  Oct.  15.— T  J.  D. 

Lougli  Melvin.— Angling  closed  on  Sept.  30, 
and  fair  trouting  was  enjoyed  by  the  anglers  fishing 
the  lake  to  the  closing  day.  The  Rev.  E.  CampLell 
and  Lieut.  Campbell  caught  sixty-three  trout,  naost 
of  them  gillaroos  of  Jib.,  lib.,  and  I  jib.,  since  last 
report,  and  many  other  anglers  out  from  the 
Buiroundirg  distiicts  have  taken  good  baskets  of 
gillaroos  and  brown  trout  during  closing  days  of 
the  season. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mourue  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone).— 
Sport  on  the  Mource,  Strule,  Derg,  and  Glenelly  was 
fairly  good  since  last  note?,  and  was  not  at  its  best 
till  Oct.  1,  when  they  cleared  after  the  spates. 
In  addition  to  fish  killed  by  the  local  anglers  twenty- 
six  salmon  were  accounted  for  by  visitors.  Amongst 
the  successful  rods  were  Messrs.  Dobson,  TurnbuU, 
Carter,  Spooner,  Maling,  Purvis  and  McPherson. 
The  Mourne  is  now  in  splendid  order.  The  season 
closes  on  Oct.  10. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iiongbs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).—  Some  goi  d-sized  trout  have  been  taken  on 
the  loughs  with  the  fly,  largest  7 Jib.,  by  Mr. 
Warren.  Pike  fishing  is  now  commencing  and 
promises  to  be  good.  Mr.  Gore  had  three  pike, 
lUb.,  Kilb.,  211b.  Good  spoit  has  been  obtained 
on  the  Palmerstown  riv'er.  Mr.  A.  Cregg,  thiee 
grilse,  61b ,  S^lb.,  and  4Jlb. ;  also  ten  sea-trout, 
lojlb.  Wild  fowling  is  very  good  on  the  estuary  of 
the  Moy  river.  Lough  Talt  also  is  fishing  very  will 
for  trout. — Pat  Heabnes. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (Oct.  2). — Lowering,  misty  ,weather, 
with  some  rain,  marked  the  last  days  of  this 
year's  fishing  season  in  the  lower  part  of  the  upper 
Rhone  Valley,  and  yet  there  was  no  visible  change 
in  the  clearne.-s  of  the  minor  streams.  The  trout 
were  out  of  taking  humour,  though  there  were  some 
rises  to  the  natural  duns,  by  no  means  so 
numerous  as  a  few  days  previously.  We  have  not 
heard  of  any  restocking  with  young  trout  during 
the  season,  which  may  account  for  an  apparent 
absence  of  many  undersized  trout  in  evidence 
formerly,  the  small  ones  having  supplied  the  wants 
of  their  cannibal  brethren.  The  rapid  water  being 
clear  and  low,  with  the  banks  sloping  like  a  railway 
cutting  in  many  parts,  even  an  accomplished  dry- 
flier  would  find  it  hard  to  fish  where  high  willows 
overhang  the  oppcs.te  bank,  and  rushes  or  bushes 
loo  high  lo  fish  over  are  too  frequent  on  the  fishing 
side.  No  matter  how  cunningly  a  wet  or  floating 
fly  was  drilted  to  rising  fish,  there  was  little  or  no 
)  esponse,  but  if  hooked,  the  trout  fought  well,  and 


seven  or  eight  would  make  a  decent  dish.  They 
have  now  till  January,  or  in  the  Stockalper  till 
March  15,  to  mend  their  ways.  Men  have  been  at 
work  again  on  the  Vaudois  stream  mowing  the 
herbage  and  clearing  the  waterway  with  reversed 
shovels  fixed  to  long  poles.  One  of  them  described 
having  cut  in  two  a  great  Lac  Leman  trout  close  to 
the  edge.  If  true,  this  would  indicate  the  upward 
pa-^sage  of  these  fish  to  spawn.  An  effort  will  be 
made  to  persuade  the  Stockalper  lessees  to  improve 
the  angling  facilities  for  next  season.  It  is  reported 
that  the  Bellevue  Hotel,  at  Si^rre,  has  been  sold. 
If  the  fishing  rights  in  the  Rhone,  etc.,  still  go  with 
it,  it  may  be  hoped  that  fishing  attractions  will  be 
included  in  the  great  developments  of  the  situation 
said  to  be  contemplated. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Good  sport  continues  to  be  had. 
On  one  day  four  anglers  caught  368  fish,  principally 
whiting,  gurnard,  and  bream  ;  another  party  of  five 
had  400,  and  a  third  party  of  four  287.  On  another 
day  two  anglers  had  twenty-seven  pollack  and 
three  mackerel.  Other  good  takes  were  also  recorded 
among  pollack.  Rock  fishing  has  been  productive 
of  good  spoi  t  among  wrasse  and  pollack. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.— Silver  whiting  still  continue  very 
abundant,  and  as  the  sea  has  been  cilm  for  some 
days  past,  boat  anglers  have  again  been  oS  in  great 
force  off  the  Kemp  Town  shore,  and  good  catches 
made.  At  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening, 
Oct.  5),  a  strong  wind  has  sprung  up  from  the  west, 
and  the  sea  is  already  rough,  and  fear  it  may  con- 
tinue so  for  two  or  three  days. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — The  various  kinds  of  fish 
are  very  late  coming  into  the  rivers  Crouch  and 
Roach  this  season.  Between  thirty  and  forty 
visiting  anglers  came  down  on  Oct.  2.  Their 
principal  takes  were  small  codling,  dabs,  pouting, 
and  eels.  It  would  be  a  boon  both  to  anglers  and 
general  public  if  the  G.E.R.  could  run  an  earlier 
train  down  on  Sundays.  The  first  train  does  not 
arrive  here  until  11.23  a.m.  There  is  a  good  early 
morning  service  on  week- days.  Mr.  Moody's  party, 
out  with  Cooper  in  the  Volunteer,  caught  dabs  and 
eels,  Mr.  Batchelor,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  taking  first  in 
the  competition  ;  as  the  train  was  sd  late  they  did 
not  get  on  the  fishing  ground  until  12  30  p.m., 
thus  losing  the  ebb  tide,  which  is  the  best  time  to 
fish  this  river.  Other  boats  with  local  and  visiting 
anglers  had  small  codling,  pouting,  dabs,  and  eels. 
Cooper  and  self  went  out  on  the  ebb  tide  on 
Tuesday  morning  and  caught  fifty-four  fish.  Cooper 
paternobtering  with  hand,  I  with  rod.  The  fish 
comprised  fifty-one  pouting,  one  whiting,  one 
flounder,  and  one  dab.  Next  week-end  will  be 
right  for  rod  and  line  angling,  and  intending  visitors 
should  come  down  overnight  to  be  out  early  next 
morning  as  the  ebb-tide  is  the  be  st  for  fishing  this 
river. — J.  Wbight. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).  —  Sport  continues 
goc  d  at  pollack  and  bream,  but  very  little  has  been 
done  at  other  fish.  The  takes  of  pollack  averaged 
about  twenty  fish  to  each  rod  daily.  Rock  fishing 
has  accounted  for  many  fine  pollack  and  wrasse. 
Mackerel  are  very  plentiful  here. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  j week-end  brought  down  quite  a 
contingent  of  anglers,  and  on  Oct.  2  Mr.  Stanley 
put  out  in  a  calm  and  returned  with  seven  score 
whiting  and  flatfish,  while  other  takes  were  rather 
spotty.  Oct.  3. — Strong  easterly  breeze,  accom- 
panied with  strong  swell.  Mr.  Kemp  and  Mr. 
Stanley  had  the  pluck  to  face  it  in  a  galley- punt 
with  Dick  Riley  and  Jack  Budd  (boatmen),  and 
returned  with  eighteen  and  a  half  score  whiting  and 
other  fish.  Oct.  4. — Light  westerly  airs,  sun  shining 
brightly,  and  the  sea-front  quite  gay  with  visitors. 
Several  boats  were  out  with  angling  gentlemen,  and 
good  takes  of  fish  landed.  The  largest  take  I  have 
heard  of  is  twenty-two  score  of  mixtures  taken  by 
Messrs.  Carruthers,  Kemp,  and  Richardson.  Oct.  5. 
— Wind  W.N.W.  first  part  of  day,  backing  round 
to  S  W.  with  misty  rain  in  the  evening,  and  takes 
of  fish  varying  from  about  twelve  score  down- 
wards. With  this  unsettled  weather  prospects  of 
fishing  look  bright,  and  should  the  weather  be 
favourable  week-end  tides  suit  to  go  afloat  from 
10  to  11  a.m. — Edvfaed  Hangeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Large  numbers  of  skilled 
anglers  have  daily  patronised  the  pier  during  the 
past  week,  but  sport  has  proved  anything  but  brisk. 
On  Sept.  30  a  few  large  codling  were  caught,  but 
the  day's  catch  was  generally  poor.  About  half  a 
score  of  large  pollack  were  taken  on  four  rods  on 
Oct,  1,  and  a  few  codling  and  congers  fell  to  the  lot 
of  bottom  fishers.  Very  poor  returns  were  made  on 
Oct  2,  though  groat  numbers  of  fish — probably 
mullet  or  shad — were  disporting  themselves  freely  all 
aiound  the  pier  throughout  the  entire  morning.  A 
strong  N.  W.  wind  prevailed  on  Oct.  3  and  sport  was 
somewhat  more  brisk,  best  bags  being  made  by  Ms. 
Purkiss  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens.    A  great  variety 


of  fish  came  to  band  on  Oct.  4,  including  a  large 
plaice  taken  by  Mr.  Miakin,  and  a  shad  which  fell 
to  Mr.  Wood's  rod.  Evening  fishing  yielded  well, 
several  codling  of  cl«  se  on  :5lb.  being  included  in 
the  catcher.  Early  morning  fishers  mad)  good 
captutes  on  WoJnesJay,  but  the  dead  neap 
tides  on  that  day  put  a  period  to  all  later  fishing. 
Pollack  a'e  still  extremely  scarce,  and  the  few  that 
have  been  caught  did  not  run  large,  though  all 
were  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Mr.  Howard  Davis, 
however,  managed  to  secure  one  large  one,  and 
Mr,  Barton  took  fourteen  in  three  days.— J. 
RiCHABDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Pollack  are  very  plentiful, 
and  large  catches  have  been  made  during  the  past 
week.  A  party  of  anglers  on  board  a  small  yacht 
took  over  three  score  during  one  day's  fishing. — H. 

Hastings. — Sport  still  continues  good,  catches 
running  into  hundredweights,  principally  codling, 
conger,  "dog!>,"  whiting,  and  flats.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) there  threatens  a  blow  from  the  south-west. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Welch,  a  member  of  the  H.A.A.,  captured 
on  Oct.  4,  whilst  fishing  from  the  Harbour  Works 
with  rod  and  line,  an  IH  Jlb.  conger,  which  gave  a 
good  three-quarters  of  an  hour  sport.  This  boats 
the  previous  best  at  this  spot  by  lOoz,  Pier  fishers 
have  been  doing  well,  whiting  being  close  in,  and  a 
good  sprinkling  of  codling  up  to  41b. — H.  D. 

Pensance. — Fair  catches  of  moderate-sized  fish, 
Messrs.  D.  Willis  and  Son,  on  Sept.  28,  twelve 
pollack  (largest  9Jlb.),  five  mackerel,  forty  chad 
and  bream,  one  wrasse.  On  Sept.  29,  sixteen 
pollack  (largest  9Jlb.),  six  mackerel,  forty  bream 
and  chad.  On  Oct.  1,  twenty-seven  pollack,  four 
mackerel,  three  wrasse,  twelve  chad.  Hand-lining 
for  mackerel  catches  100  down  per  boat.  Rod 
fishing  from  the  pier  at  Newlyn,  good  sport  with 
pollack,  mackerel,  and  chad. — J.  H.  Ro  we  (B.S.  A.S.  ). 

Plymonth. — The  bay  is  looking  like  a  sheet  of  glass 
to  day  (Tuesday),  but  there  is  no  wind  for  the  fishing 
boats  to  get  out,  but  just  the  weather  for  the  fisher- 
men who  object  to  the  up  and  down  motion  of  a 
boat.  There  are  plenty  of  mackerel  catching,  but 
they  are  not  in  such  good  condition  during  this 
month  as  they  have  spawned.  I  saw  a  fine  catch 
of  skate  this  morning,  which  were  brought  in  by  a 
steam  trawler.  They  were  in  prime  condition,  as 
this  is  the  month  that  they  are  at  their  best,  and 
they  remain  so  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Haddock, 
coalfieh,  and  cod  are  also  at  their  best  during  this 
time.  The  pier  fishermen  have  not  been  doing  very 
much  during  the  week,  but  it  this  fine  weather  lasts 
we  may  expect  some  good  sport.  I  have  had  several 
in  on  their  way  to  Looe  for  the  pollack  and  bass ; 
this  is  about  the  best  month  for  that  favourite, 
fishing  re?ort.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month 
include  plaice,  sole,  flounder,  dab,  halibut,  turbot, 
brill,  mackerel,  dory,  mullet,  conger,  salmon, 
wrasse,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  whiting,  pollack, 
cod,  haddock,  hake,  ray,  launce,  pilchard,  sprat, 
herring,  shad,  anchovy,  smelt,  and  all  shellfish. — 
W.  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.), 

Bamsgate. — With  the  exception  of  Saturday 
(Oct.  1)  fishing  has  been  good  all  the  week.  On 
October  2  close  upon  seventy  boats  were  out, 
and  takes  varied  very  much,  between  nine  and 
twenty-five  score.  Mr.  David  Pine,  out  with  Miller, 
had  twenty- two  score  whiting  and  some  dabs  by 
one  o'clock.  From  the  West  Pier  and  steamer 
landing  stage  (which  is" now  open)  ba«s,  silver  eels, 
and  fiatfish  have  been  taken,  Mr.  Laker  landing 
two  nice  fish  of  about  31b.  and  a  score  and  a  half 
of  smaller  ones,  also  a  shad.  The  Iron  Pier  has 
given  good  sport  with  codling,  whiting,  and  flatSsh. 
Some  very  fine  silver  "eels  have  been  taken  in  the 
Inner  Harbour,  some  going  over  21b.  —  Geey 
Mtjllett. 


Ilssociafions,  cfc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  our  meeting  on  Oct.  5  a  gentleman  previously 
proposed  for  membership  was  elected.  The  reading 
and  concert  announced  for  Oct.  5  are  postponed  till 
Oct.  12,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  will 
take  the  chair.  A  good  many  members  have 
already  given  in  their  nam^s  for  the  club  com 
petition  on  Oct.  23,  in  the  Uxbridge  portion  of  the 
society's  water.  As  to  fishing  results  the  chief 
items  are : — Mr.  Wood-Barrett  had  a  nice  show 
of  roach  this  last  weak  -  end  at  Harefield 
(best  lib.  3oz.),  and  Mr.  Cracknell  dace 
and  roach  (best,  lib.).  A  good-shaped  pike  of 
9|lb.  was  secured  by  Mr.  Chaffers  in  Harefield 
Broad,  besides  very  fair  takes  of  roach.  Also 
bream  up  to  21b.  are  recorded  from  the  Rick- 
mansworth  and  Uxbridge  seotioES.  On  Oct.  4, 
Mr.  H.  Adams  landed  two  trout  of  21b.  and  3Jlb. 
respectively  while  fishing  for  roach  in  Harefield 
Mill  Pool ;  they  were,  of  course,  returned  after 
good  sport  on  a  tight  line. — E.  B. 


October  8,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


260 


P 


D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  every  description  of  Fisbing  Tackle  snitable  for  all  parts  of  the  f  orM. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs.  ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  matcb.       New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.    They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  vyhich  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  bette 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  caSt." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  E.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  yo\ir  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


RELIABLE  AND  UP  TO  DATE 

Sea  Angling  Requisites. 


SEA  TRACES. 

SEA   PATERNOSTER  BOOMS. 

BRASS  LINED,   HIGH  GRADE 
REELS. 

POLLACK  &  MACKEREL  BAITS. 
BOAT  RODS. 

HAND  LINES,  AND 

BAIT  HOOKS. 


HY.MILWARD&  SONS,  LTD., 


TROUT  FISHING. 


HICKORY  FLY  ROD,  3  joints.lO  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  ringed, 
brazed,  swelled  grip,  bronzed  ferrules,  and  brass  winch  fittings,  in 

bag,  complete    5/9 

GREENHEART  ROD,  lift.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt  ...  7/- 

QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  6  in.  (5  joints)  ...  9/- 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  cork  grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag,  complete  11/6 


BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

GREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  snake 
rings.  Universal  winch  fittings,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  21/- 


BEST  ENGLISH  MADE  SPLIT  CANE   FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints,  cork  grip, 

10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft  75/- 

If  with  Steel  Centre   extra  20/- 

N.B. — All  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags. 


WINGED  OR  HACKLE  TROUT  FLIES, 

Fine  Gut,  1/-  per  doz.  I 

WADING  NETS,  with  clip,  5/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  and  STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  si^es,  8d.  each. 


CATALOGUES  (Dept.  "O  ")  POST  FREE.    Please  mention  "  Fishing  Gazette: 


BENETFINK  &  CO. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites, 

W7  ana  t08,  CHEAPStDE,  LONDON, 
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BouMiN  Anglers'  Association. 
On  Friday,  Sept.  30,  the  members  of  the  above 
association  had  an  angling  competition.  In  the 
evening  the  members  adjourned  to  the  society's 
headquarters,  the  Cornish  Arma,  where  Host  Willie 
had  provided  an  excellent  repast.  The  president,  Mr. 
F.  Liddell,  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  a  large 
and  influential  gathering.  The  first  prize  winni  r 
was  Mr.  Harry  Williams,  with  21b.  1 3oz.  of  mixed 
fish;  Mr.  M.  Oliver,,  second.  The  usual  toasts  were 
submitted  and  responded  to,  liberally  interspersed 
with  "fishermen's  yarns,"  and  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
prize  winner  (whose  portrait  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  ot  Jan.  16,  as  "  Old  Harry  ")  is  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  meeting  at  Broad-street  Restaurant,  E.G.,  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  4,  was  exceptionally  well  attended, 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presiding.  As  usual,  there  were 
many  reports  of  fishing  from  members,  amongst 
them,  at  Wraysbury,  Mr.  Beamont  had  dace  and 
gudgeon ;  Mr.  Grubb  and  Mr.  Hurren,  gudgeon ; 
whilst  Mr.  Frank  James  (from  same  fishery) 
exhibited  a  very  handsome  pike  of  about  71b,  Mr. 
Semple  had  pike  from  Frensham;  Mr.  Davison, 
dace  from  Laleham ;  whilst  from  private  waters, 
Mr.  Canton  had  perch,  and  Mr.  Srare  good  perch 
and  dace.  As  regards  sea  fishing,  Mr.  Vincent  had 
had  nice  catches  of  plaice  and  flounders.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Grubb  presented  to  the  society  a  fine  series  of  very 
artistic  photographs  of  the  Wraysbury  Fishery — 
receiving  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  this  interesting 
gift.  A  gentleman  was  proposed  iot  membership, 
ballot  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  18.  A  large  number  of 
tickets  were  taken  for  the  supper  {Tuesday,  Oct.  11), 
which  proirisea  to  be  eminently  successful.  Notice 
was  given  that  the  venue  of  the  outing  to  Burnham 
on  Oct.  18,  has  been  altered  by  the  committee  to 
Southend-on-Sea,  and  many  members  gave  in  their 
names  to  Mr.  Gilbert,  as  participating  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mr,  E.  H.  Higgs,  as  previously  arranged,  gave  a 
most  successful  phonographic  entertainment  during 
the  remainder  of  the  evening,  and  the  very  perfect 
instrument  employed,  and  the  well-chosen  pieces 
rendered,  gave  the  greatest  possible  satisfaction  to 
all,  as  was  testified  by  the  enthusiastic  vote  of 
thanks  Mr,  Higgs  received  at  the  close.  The  toast 
of  the  successful  angler  (Mr.  James),  and  that  of 
the  C.L.P.S.,  together  with  hearty  votes  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Gilbert  and  to  Mr.  J.  Warne,  who  had 
presided  during  a  portion  of  the  evening,  brought  to 
a  termination  a  most  plesisant  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society. 

Since  last  report  some  good  fish  have  been 
weighed  in,  notably  a  bream  of  51b.  6oz.  caught  at 
Penton  Hook  by  Mr,  J.  K.  Orsman,  a  roach  of 
lib.  8oz.  by  Mr,  Church  at  Yalding,  and  some  good 
pike  and  dace  by  other  members.  Fishing  with 
Mr.  Dupere  at  Dover  recently,  I  caught  a  pollack- 
whiting  of  61b,,  also  some  very  fine  pouting  and 
codling ;  Mr,  Dupere's  catch  consisted  of  six  fine 
codling,  a  score  of  good  pouting,  and  a  conger-eel. 
— J,  Dbyden, 

Gresham  Angling  Society, 

Mr,  S,  J,  Chasteney  presided  at  the  committee 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  Mr,  E.  J.  Gairdner  at 
the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed.  The  society 
voted  £1  Is.  towards  the  Geen  and  Beckett  Testi- 
monial fund,  and  the  list  will  remain  open  for  a 
week  or  two,  so  that  individual  members  may 
contribute.  It  is  suggested  that  2s.  6d,  be  the  limit 
of  each  member's  subscription,  as  it  is  hoped  that 
all  will  join  in  this  excellent  object.  The  hon,  sec, 
will  be  pleased  to  receive  members'  subscriptions. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  annual  sea  fishing  competi- 
tion shall  take  place  at  Deal  on  Saturday,  Nov.  12, 
and  members  desirous  of  taking  pare  in  this  outing 
are  rpquested  to  communicate  with  Mr.  J.  B.  Close, 
who  has  kindly  undertaken  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  Fishing  reports  were  rather  scarce, 
but  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  had  good  sport  last  week, 
taking  some  first-class  roach  and  some  nice  trout 
and  jack  from  private  waters  (20  roach  weighed 
201b.).  Mr.  W.  Marshall  paid  a  visit  to  Ramsgate, 
and  had  f  ome  go  d  catches  of  whiting  and  codling. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Highbdry  Angling  Society, 

Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  presided  over  a  large  meeting 
on  Oct.  .5.  The  routine  business  was  expeditiously 
transacted,  and  thfr.>after  the  meeting  adjourned 
and  a  short  musi  -al  programme  was  run  through. 
Messrs.  C.  Leslie  Kempton,  E.  F.  H.  Briggs,  and 
H,  Webber  earned  the  thanks  of  all  present  by 
their  finished  renderings  of  musical  ballads. 
Angling  reports  were  very  few,  Mr.  Potter,  from 
the  Lea,  has  had  some  nice  takes  of  roach  running 
up  to  lib.  6oz.  Mr.  A,  Ellis  Forbes,  from  the  same 
river,  nice  lots  of  roach  up  to  lib,  2oz,  Mr.  Rayner 
pike,  Mr,  Woodruff  roaeh,  Mr,  Attwood  roach,  chub, 
and  perch,  over  lib,,  from  private  water. — Q.  W. 


HOLLOWAY  ANGLfNO  SoCIETY. 

Mr,  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  October  4.  Mr. 
H.  Stuart  was  elected  a  rrember  and  Mr.  F,  Sowor- 
biitts  proposed  for  meoiberehip.  On  S  pt.  20  a 
special  general  meeting  was  convened  to  consider  a 
proposed  new  rule,  namely,  "That  all  future 
members  shall  subscribe  an  entrance  fee  when 
joining."  The  proposition  was  carried  unanimously. 
Mr  F.  Wharton  weighed  in  roach  up  to  lib.  T^oz,  ; 
Mr.  F,  Berry,  nearly  181b.  of  roach  up  to  lib,  9|oz, ; 
Mr.  W.  Larkman,  jun.,  dace  and  roach  ;  Mr.  A.  G. 
Hill,  perch,  .^Ib.  lOoz,,  largest,  lib.  ]oz.,  and  some 
roach;  and  Mr.  A.  Gutteridge,  one  dace,  12ioz. — 
H.  C.  M. 

Newport  Angling  Association. 
The  members  of  the  above  association  had  a 
pegged-down  match,  on  their  waters  at  Nantyderry, 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  1,  The  weather  was  fine  ;  so  was 
the  water  and  the  fish,  the  two  latter  almost  too 
fine.  The  winners  were : — Ist  prize  (silver  cup  and 
rod),  Mr.  C,  Nelson;  2nd,  Mr,  W,  Harris;  3rd,  Mr. 
E.  Lowe  ;  4th,  Mr,  J.  H.  Brown.  The  only  member 
who  caught  emything,  but  did  not  receive  a  prize, 
was  Mr,  J,  Kenward,  who,  however,  ran  very  cloae 
to  Mr.  Brown, — Albert  V.  Williams  (Sec). 

PiscATOBiAL  Society, 
Mr,  Frank  Ward  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  but  angling  reports  were  meagre,  many  of 
the  members  having  rested  upon  the  laurels  won 
during  their  extended  piscatorial  holidays.  Mr.  W. 
G.  Fletcher  had  left  the  roach  alone  and  gone  in  for 
flounder  fishing  at  Leigh,  where  he  had  fair  sport. 
Mr.  Collis  took  trout  and  some  roach  in  private 
water,  but  on  the  Itchen  Mr.  Horace  Brown  had  a 
blank  as  far  as  grayling  were  concerned,  the  fish 
keeping  down  the  whole  day  he  was  there.  Mr. 
Robert  Blundell  gave  a  long  and  interesting 
account  of  a  holiday  he  had  for  the  most  part  spent 
upon  the  same  river.  He  took  numbers  of  both 
trout  and  grayling,  some  of  the  latter  being  fine 
specimens.  There  is  a  large  stock  of  grayling  in 
the  Lambourn,  and  the  portion  of  the  Kennet 
rented  by  the  society  at  Newbury  holds  quantities 
of  thymallus — more,  perhaps,  than  members  are 
aware  of.  They  were  moving  freely  last  week. 
October  is  generally  accounted  the  best  month  in 
the  year  for  grayling,  and  some  really  good  bags 
ought  to  be  made  if  the  weather  remains  settled 
and  there  is  an  absencs  of  wind.  When  half  gales 
are  blowing  grayling  will  as  a  rule  neither  rise  nor 
take.  The  annual  supper  has  been  fixed  for  Mon- 
day, November  14.  The  president,  Mr.  Horace 
Brown,  will  as  usual  take  the  chair,  and  arrange- 
ments are  being  made  to  ensure  the  gathering  being 
both  successful  and  enjoyable.  A  new  feature  will 
be  introduced  in  connection  with  it,  of  which  more 
anon. — Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Having  a  long  and  interesting  programme  before 
them  on  Oct,  5,  the  executive,  putting  Mr,  C,  O, 
Minchin  in  the  chair,  quickly  ran  the  business  part 
through,  reports  from  agents  showing  much 
activity  round  the  coast,  Mr.  Cox  at  Ramsgate 
reported  his  take  with  three  friends  as  fotty-two 
score  in  one  day,  over  fourteen  and  a  half  score 
falling  to  bis  rod — sizeable  whiting,  a  few 
codling  and  flatfish.  Mr.  J.  N.  Heatn  described 
his  one  day's  take  at  Ballycotton,  two  skate, 
701b.  and  961b.,  ling  of  141b.,  conger  of  221b.,  and 
numerous  others.  Mr.  Lamb,  at  Deal,  one  afternoon 
came  home  with  275  whiting;  and  two  codliniz.  On  the 
North  Wales  coast  and  at  Lundy  large  quantities  of 
mackerel  were  still  being  taken.  Dover. — Plenty  of 
whiting,  six  score  of  good  fish  to  a  boat;  fine  conger 
on  pouting  bait  up  to  141b.  Shoals  of  bass  to  west- 
ward of  Shakespeare's  Cliff.  The  Southern  Sea 
Fisheries  Commission  announce  the  removal  of  the 
cormorant  or  "shag"  from  the  local  order  list  of 
birds  protected  under  the  Act.  Sea  angling  on  the 
north-east  coast  has  become  exceptionally  good,  and 
is  being  very  actively  prosecuted.  Dr.  Litton  Forbes 
had  been  fishing  on  the  north-west  coast  of  Ireland, 
but  reported  the  sport  as  not  up  to  usual  seasons. 
Mr,  Hyde,  fishing  at  Deal  this  week,  had  good  takes 
of  whiting,  one  day  eight  score.  A  record  catch 
of  codling  from  the  pier  amounted  to  twenty-two 
score  ;  best  individual  Cutch,  twenty-six  fish  This 
closed  the  business.  The  chair  of  the  social  meeting 
was  then  occupied  by  Mr,  William  Senior  (  'Red 
Spinner"),  who  warmly  expressed  the  great  satis- 
faction he  experienced  at  being  once  more  in  close 
touch  with  the  members  at  the  first  meeting  of  their 
new  winter  series,  the  very  excellent  programme  of 
which  was  before  him.  The  continued  growth  of 
the  society,  now  numbering  over  11 50  members,  was 
to  him  a  great  pleasure,  having  been  intimately 
connected  with  its  forma'  ion  and  growth.  The 
popularity  of  the  sport  of  sea-angling  was  indeed 
rapidly  increasing.    The  Press  was  full  of  it.  New 


societies  were  being  formed  at  every  fishing  centre, 
some  of  them  becoming  affiliated  with  this — the 
parent — society,  and  competitions  and  festivals  had 
established  their  permanent  place  in  our  modern 
British  popular  entertainments.  He  noticed  that, 
as  in  all  new  things,  there  had  arisen  some  apparent 
clashing  in  the  dates  of  these  events,  which  to 
real  experts  did  not  much  matter,  and  suggested 
the  wisdom  of  following  the  plan  adopted  in 
other  forms  of  sport— that  of  inviting  the  secre- 
taries of  all  these  competitions  to  meet  at  the 
society's  rooms  early  in  the  season  to  arrange  dates, 
etc.  He  urged  careful  study  by  members,  not  only 
of  the  art  of  sea  angling,  but  of  all  matters  relating 
to  sea  fish.  General  literature  upon  these  points 
was  abundant  enough,  but  the  great  need  is  for 
practical,  up-to-date  statements  about  fishing. 
J ohn  Bickerdyke  years  ago  suggested  a  real  guide  ; 
we  have  not  yet  got  one.  The  Americans  have  done 
it.  The  society  should  take  care  in  the  collection 
of  exact  information  all  round  the  kingdom, 
and  might  even  appoint  a  member  having 
leisure  and  means  as  an  officer  for  this  purpose,  and 
another  to  compile  from  all  available  literary 
sources  the  information  now  so  abundantly  supplied, 
but  so  often  lost  for  want  of  being  recorded  for  use. 
The  mere  repetition  of  well-known  facts  is  not 
what  is  wanted.  It  is  the  new  and  up-to-date 
that  needs  chronicling.  Much  encouragement  wtks 
to  be  found  in  the  successes  of  the  last  summer 
season  which  had  been  remarkable  for  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  mackerel  found  everywhere, 
and  the  number  of  basa  taken.  Pollack  :  Mr.  B, 
H.  Walton's  catch  of  June  4,  three  rodS  104  fish 
in  three  hours,  wi  ighing  9671b.,  was  notable,  and  the 
record  of  the  doings  of  the  members  at  Ballycotton 
all  went  to  prove  its  excellence.  Great  care  should 
be  exercised  by  all  members  to  preserve  the  sport 
for  the  general  member  in  contradistinction  to  the 
wealthy  member.  In  all  sports  this  evil  was 
encountered.  Rich  and  liberal  men  carelessly  raised 
the  cost  of  sport  until  the  poor  man  and  the  man 
of  moderate  means  was  squeezed  out,  and  had  to 
forego  that  which  was  his  rights,  and  could  have 
afiorded  him  the  pleasure  he  wa^  entitled  to ; 
the  remedy  was  in  the  hands  of  the  members 
themselves — he  urged  them  to  use  it.  Mr, 
Senior  then  presented  the  cup  and  medals  won 
in  the  1903-4  specimen  fish  competition,  Mr,  J,  N, 
Hearn  taking  the  "  Sarcelle  "  Challenge  Cup  for  the 
greatest  number  of  marks,  Messrs,  F,  G.  Aflalo, 
R.  Cawley,  L.  B.  Wrightson,  M,  R,  Birch-Jones, 
J,  N.  Hearn,  J.  H.  Boy  ton,  C.  S.  Barton,  R,  H.  Green, 
H,  S.  Garnham,  J.  Hinton  Batemen,  M.  D.,  J.  H. 
Basten,  S.  Wood,  G.  F.  Normandy,  and  T.  Lewis  silver 
medalsforspecimens.asalready announced.  Mr,  CO, 
Minchin  a  silver  medal  for  a  notable  smooth  ray 
(roker)  of  201b,  Forty-seven  certificates  were  issued, 
silver  medals  also  to  the  winners  in  the  (affiliated) 
Weymouth  competition,  Sept,  13-19,  F.  T.  Ferris, 
W,  Moggeridge,  and  E.  Sigrist.  The  chairman,  in 
presenting  them  to  the  members,  congratulated 
them  upon  the  high  standard  of  fish  taken, 
th?  weight  of  each  fish  being  well  above  the 
minimum  standard,  which  was  by  no  means  a  light 
one.  The  Challenge  Cup  had  not  yet  been  captured. 
Let  Mr.  Hearn  try  and  win  it  next  year.  Given  by 
Mr.  Payton  four  y'-ars  ago,  a  new  one  would  doubt- 
less then  be  forthcoming  Then  music  reigned 
supreme,  a  most  excellent  selection  of  songs  being 
rendered  by  members  and  friends,  Mr.  H.  Edgar 
at  the  piano,  Mr.  T.  B.  Probyn's  "Chorus,  Gentle- 
men," Laurence  Crisfield's  "  If  I  were  King "  and 
"Go  to  Sea,  '  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Burnaby's  "When 
Britain  really  rules  the  Waves,"  wer.^  most  enthu- 
siastically received,  but,  where  all  was  good,  Messrs. 
R.  H.  Macmahon,  E.  Young,  G  H.  Britten,  L.  R. 
Edgar,  Walter  Crisfield,  were  not  far  astern — not 
one  mediocrity  amongst  them — a  credit  to  Mr. 
Mallett  and  the  members  of  the  entertainment 
committee  who  so  well  managed  th-^  music. 
Mr.  Minchin  anmuiced  that  the  so  iety's  annual 
exhibition  of  fishin  ;  tackle  would  be  held  in  the 
society's  rooms  on  Wednesday,  12th,  Thursday,  13ih, 
and  Friday,  14th  October,  noon  to  5  p.m.,  open  to 
the  general  public  by  ticket,  to  be  had  at  the  offices, 
cr  on  presentation  of  private  card.  On  Wednesday, 
12th,  in  the  evening,  7  p.m.  to  10  p.m.,  for  mem- 
bers and  their  friends  only,  A  vote  oi  thanks  to  Mr, 
William  Senior  was  heartily  passed  and  as  heartily 
responded  to  by  the  grateful  recipient,  who,  '  hand 
on  heart,"  assured  the  members  that  he  never  lost 
an  opportunity  of  doing  what  he  could  for  the 
soc  iety,  and  that  the  Press  does  yet  count  for  some- 
thing Thanks  tj  the  entertainment  committee 
and  the  artists  were  responded  to  by  Mr.  Mallett, 
and  at  a  late  hour  a  very  pleasant  meeting  broke 
up.    H.  P. 


The  age  of  the  whale,  as  computed  by  the  laminae 
of  whalebone  in  its  jaws,  reaches  at  least  400  years  ; 
and  trout  have  lived  confined  in  wells  thirty  to 
fifty  years. 
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New  Work  by  an  Old  Publisher. 


MOW  READY, 


AFTER  WORK: 

Fragments  from  the  Workshop  of  an  Old  Publisher 
By  EDWARD  MARSTON,  F.R.G.S. 

("THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER"). 

"At  seventeen  years  many  their  fortunes  seek, 
But  at  fourscore  it  is  too  late  a  week." — As  you  like  it. 

THE  book  forms  a  volume  of  358  pages  demi/  octavo,  printed  in  the  best  style  of  the  Chiswick  Press, 
and  appropriately  bound.     Price  105.  net. 

It  contains  a  photogravure  frontispiece  and  twenty-four  illustrations,  mostly  portraits,  but  also 
a  few  landscape  views.  It  is  Chronological  in  form,  starting  with  the  writer's  birth  in  the  twenties  of 
THE  NINETEENTH  CENTURY,  and  ending  with  the  first  month  of  the  first  year  of  the  twentieth  century — the  end 
of  the  Victorian  Era. 


BOOKS  BY  THE  SAME  WRITER. 


COPYRIGHT :     National  and  international. 

Second  Editiuii.    8vo.  2s. 

FRANK'S  RANCH;  or,  My  Holidays  in  the 
Rockies.  1885.  5s.  Sixth  Edition  out  of  print. 
A  few  copies  remain  of  an  earlier  edition. 

AN  AMATEUR  ANGLER'5  DAYS  IN  DOVE 
DALE.    Is.  and  2s.  6rf.  [Kow  out  of  print. 

HOW  STANLEY  WROTE  "  IN  DARKEST 
AFRICA."    Crown  Svo.  Is. 

FRESH    WOODS   AND    PASTURES  NEW. 

16mo.    Is.  {lis.  edition  out  of  print. 

BY  MEADOW  AND  STREAM  ;  Pleasant 
Memories  of  Pleasant  Places.  Is.  and  Is.  6d. 

[6».  edition  out  of  print. 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LTD. 


BOOKS  BY  THE  SAME  WRITER. 


DAYS  IN  CLOVER.    16mo.  Is. 

[6s.  edition  out  of  print. 

ON  A  SUNSHINE  HOLYDAY.  Large  paper,  6s. 
net ;  Cheap  Edition,  Is.  fkl. 

AN  OLD  MAN'S  HOLIDAYS.  Fcap.  Svo.  Second 
Edition,  with  Portrait,  2s.  net.  Large  Paper 
Edition,  6s.  net. 

SKETCHES  OF  BOOKSELLERS  OF  OTHER 
DAYS.  Fcap.  8vo.,  half  parchment,  gilt  top. 
With  Portraits.    5s.  net. 

SKETCHES  OF  BOOKSELLERS  OF  THE 
TIME  OF  DR.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON.  Fcap. 
8vo.,  half  parchment,4;ilt  top.    5s.  net. 

DOVE  DALE  RE=VISITED;  with  Other  Holi- 
day  Sketches.    Fcap.  Svo.,  cloth,  2s.  6ri.  net. 


London  : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LTD. 


The  following  brief  preliminary  articles  about  the  Author  and 

From  "THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC" 

(London,  England). 

"  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  whose  reminiscences,  '  After  Work,'  are 
■coining  from  Mr.  Heinemann  this  autumn,  has  been  the  doyen  of  the 
publishing  trade  since  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Smith,  of  '  Dictionary 
of  National  Biography  '  fame.    This  is  by  no  means  the  first  time  that 
Mr.  Marston  has  turned  author,  for  he  has  a  list  of  about  a  dozen 
other  volumes  to  his  credit,  one  of  which,  describing  his  visit  to  the 
Rockies  in  1885,  has  gone  through  five  editions.   Every  good  fisherman, 
30,  knows  and  appreciates  his  work  as  the  '  Amateur  Angler,'  and 
he  publishing  trade  itself  will  always  think  of  him — as  he  thought  of 
hui  friend  Blackmore — as  '  a  singularly  modest,  genial,  high-minded 
"nglish  gentleman.'    The  story  of  his  sixty  odd  years  of  publishing 
annot  fail  to  prove  a  valua})ic  contribution  to  the  existing  literature 
n  the  history  of  bookselling — at  present  miserably  inadequate — quite 
part  from  its  general  interest.     '  A  pu))lisher's  exj)erience,'  writes 
'r.  Marston,  '  is,  on  the  whole,  uneventful  and  monotonous  enough, 
nd  his  dealings  with  authors  for  the  most  part  confined  to  the  plain 
usincss  between  them  ' ;  but  Mr.  Marston's  relations  with  his  authors 
ere  of  the  old  fashioned,  intimate  kind.    To  Black  and  Bkickmore,  for 
~tanc;e,  he  was  their  personal  friend,  as  well  as  their  publisher,  and 
e  has  many  good  stories  to  tell  concerning  these  and  other  distinguished 
uthors  with  whom  he  has  Ijeen  as.sociated." 


his  book  have  already  appeared  (among  many  others)  :— 

From  "THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY  ' 

(New  York). 

"  Under  the  happy  title  of  'After  Work  :  Fragments  from  the  Work- 
shop of  an  Old  Publisher,'  Edward  Marston,  F.R.G.S.,  the  veteran  head 
of  the  house  of  Sampson  Low,  MarstOn  &  Co.,  to  which  post  he  came  so 
many  years  ago  on  the  retirement  of  Sampson  Low  the  elder,  is  to 
publish  a  volume  of  personal  reminiscences  covering  a  connection  with 
the  business  of  bookselling  and  publishing  in  Great  Britain  for  over 
sixty  years.  '  It  was  in  the  forties '  that  Mr.  Marston  went  to  London, 
and  was  engaged  by  Sampson  Low  as  an  assistant,  and  so  came  into 
relation  with  Macaulay,  the  Pollocks,  G.  P.  R.  James,  and  other 
authors,  and  with  the  original  Harper  Brothers,  and  was  associated 
with  the  start  of  The  Publishers'  Circular.  From  1856,  nearly  fifty 
years  ago,  when  he  became  a  partner  in  the  house,  he  came  more  and 
more  into  close  relations  with  noted  authors,  Ajnerican  and  English, 
and  some  of  the  reminiscences — as  those  of  Mrs.  Stowe,  Henry  M. 
Stanley,  and  others,  will  add  much  to  the  biographical  data  as  to 
those  distinguished  people.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  book  will 
be  of  particular  interest  to  the  trade,  and  of  general  interest  to  the 
reading  public.  William  Heinemann  will  be  the  English  publisher, 
and  Charles  Scribner's  Sons  the  American  publishers." 


LONDON  :  WILLIAM  HEINEMANN,  20  and  21,  Bedford  Street. 
NEW  YORK :  CHARLES  SCRIBNER'S  SONS,  153  to  157,  Fifth  Avenue. 
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^offings  Bp  ^^)e  ^ap. 

"  Great  talents  attract  hatred  as  iron  attract-i  rust ; 
only  mediocrity  has  no  enemies." — D'Alembebt. 


At  the  headquarters  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society  (Broad-street  Restaurant,  Broad- 
street  House,  E.G.)  on  Tuesday  evening,  Oct.  11, 
members  and  friends  will  foregather  at  seven  of  the 
clock,  the  occasion  being  one  of  those  suppers  for 
which  the  Broad-street  Restaurant  is  justly  famous. 
Ladies  are  specially  invited,  and  I  can  only  say 
that  those  who  would  "join  the  ladies"  must  lose 
no  time  in  securing  tickets  from  Mr.  Hon.  Sec. 
Bentley. 


Mr.  John  Phobert  writes: — "Dear  Dragnet, — 
The  new  light  railway  between  Kelvedon  and 
ToUesbury  was  opened  on  Saturday  last  (Oct.  1), 
and  several  of  my  angling  friends  went  down  with 
me  by  the  first  train  out  of  Kelvedon.  There  was 
great  excitement  both  at  Kelvedon  and  at  the 
intermediate  stations  to  ToUesbury  ;  on  arrival  we 
found  the  village  decked  with  bunting — in  fact,  it 
was  a  gala  day  there.  I,  unfortunately,  was  not  able 
to  stay  over  the  Sunday,  but  my  friends,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  Charles  Hayward,  of  the  Gresham, 
and  one  or  two  Lychnobites,  went  out  with  Capt. 
Binks,  in  his  smack,  and  brought  back  a  good  lot  of 
fish.  The  look-out,  piscatorially,  is  very  good,  and 
I  am  looking  forward  to  a  good  many  week-ends 
there.  The  best  place  to  stay  at  is  the  King's 
Head.  My  house  will  I  hope  be  finished  by  the  end 
of  October,  where  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
giving  you  some  entertainment."  [I  am  sorry  there 
are  no  Sunday  trains,  but  on  week-days  the  journey 
from  Liverpool-street  to  ToUesbury  occupies  2J 
hours  ] 


Anglees  who  intend  to  paiticipate  in  the  Heme 
Bay  angling  competition,  to  be  held  on  Oct.  2!),  30, 
and  31,  are  reminded  that  entries  close  on  Oct.  24. 
All  members  of  bond  fide  clubs  are  eligible  to  com- 
pete. Full  particulars  may  be  had  on  application 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Gripper,  hon.  sec.  Station-road, 
Herne  Bay. 


Mb.  Ben  Abbahams,  23,  Silver-street,  Notting- 
hill  Gate,  sends  the  following  announcement: — ■ 
"The  committee  have  decided  that  the  1904  A.B.S. 
competition  will  be  held  at  Windsor  on  Sunday, 
Nov.  13.  The  committee  meetings  will  be  iMld 
every  Thursday  evening  at  nine  o'clock,  at  the 
New  Red  Lion,  Westbourne-terrace,  Harrow-road, 
W.,  when  delegates  will  be  cordially  welcomed. 
Will  societies  kindly  note  date  (Nov.  11)  to  prevent 
clashing." 


'  Fbom  an  old  "  Fish  Table  "  sho'sing  the  months 
when  certain  fish  are  "in"  or  "out"  of  season,  I 
cull  the  "ins"  for  October: — -Brit,  cod,  conger, 
cockles,  crabs,  haddocks,  lobsters,  muscles  (?), 
oysters,  shrimps,  thornback,  and  whiting.  The 
"outs"  are  bret,  colefish,  dab?,  flounders,  gunels, 
herrings,  ling,  mackerel,  plaice,  salmon,  soles, 
sturgeon,  skate,  sprats,  scad,  smelts,  and  turbot. 

* 

*  *  *  * 

In  his  report  from  Plymouth,  Mr.  W.  Hearder 
gives  us  the  list  of  "edible"  fish  which  are  "in" 
for  October,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  old  table  is 
sadly  at  variance  with  the  new.  It  is  well  to  get  at 
the  "ins"  and  "outs"  of  everything;  these  are 
Mr.  Hoarder's  "ins"  Plaice,  sole,  flounder,  dab, 
halibut,  turbot,  brill,  mackerel,  dory,  mullet,  conger, 
salmon,  wrasse,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  whiting, 
pollack,  cod,  haddock,  hake,  ray,  launce.  pilchard, 
sprat,  herring,  shad,  anchovy,  smelt,  and  all  shell- 
fish. 


A  FINE  specimen  grayling,  scaling  2ilb.,  wa3 
caught  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Rolt,  of  the  Wimbledon 
Piscatorial  Society,  last  week-end  at  Harnham 
Bridge,  Salisbury,  in  Mr.  Hill's  waters  (river  Avon). 


The  Royal  Choral  Society's  season  at  the  Albert 
Hall  will  commence  on  Nov.  10  with  "Elijah." 
Coleridge-Taylor's  "Hiawatha"  will  be  given  on 
Dec.  1,  and  "Messiah"  on  Jan.  2  and  on  Good 
Friday.  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie's  Leeds  cantata, 
"The  Witch's  Daughter,"  and  Berlioz's  "Childhood 
of  Christ"  will  be  heard  on  Jan.  2G ;  Berlioz's 
"Faust"  on  Feb.  10;  Elgar's  "The  Apostles"  on 
March  8;  "Acis  and  Galatea"  and  the  "  Ode  on 
St.  Cecilia's  Day"  on  March  30.  The  following 
will  1)8  the  principal  vocalists :  Madame  Suzanne 
Adams,  Madame  Sobrino,Mi8s  Evangeline  Florence, 
Miss  Agnes  NiohoUs,  Madame  de  Vere,  Madame 
Kirkby  Lunn,  Madame  Clara  Butt,  Miss  Ada 
Crosslcy,  Messrs.  Ben  Davie s,  William  Green,  John 
Harrison,  Kennerley  Rumfoid,  Andrew  Black, 
Watkin  Millp,  and  Ffrang(,on  Davies. 


"The  art  of  angling,"  says  an  ancient  writer,  "is 
one  of  the  most  agreeable,  and  morally  improving, 
in  the  entire  range  of  rural  sports.  It  is  cultivated 
with  more  care  and  assiduity  in  Great  Britain  than 
in  any  other  country ;  and  its  inhabitants  have 
fostered,  in  connection  with  it,  a  more  ardent  love 
of  the  beauties  of  external  nature,  and  a  keener 
relish  for  the  sympathies  which  they  awaken  in  the 
human  breast,  than  any  other  people.  They  mingle 
the  spiritual  and  contemplative  with  the  manly  and 
active ;  and  to  saunter  by  the  banks  of  the  river 
and  the  brook  is  to  them  redolent  of  the  most 
refreshing  pleasures  and  charming  associations. 
***** 

"  An  American  author  has  remarked  that '  there 
is  certainly  something  in  angling  that  tends  to 
produce  a  gentleness  of  spirit,  and  a  pure  serenity 
of  mind.  As  the  English  are  methodical  even  in 
their  recreations,  and  are  the  most  scientific  of 
sportsmen,  it  has  been  reduced  among  them  to  a 
perfect  rule  and  system.  Indeed,  it  is  an  amuse- 
ment peculiarly  adapted  to  the  mild  and  highly- 
cultivated  scenery  of  England,  where  every  rough- 
ness has  been  softened  away  from  the  landscape. 
It  is  delightful  to  saunter  along  these  limpid  streams, 
which  meander,  like  veins  of  silver,  through  the 
bosom  of  this  beautiful  country  ;  leading  us  through 
a  diversity  of  small  scenery ;  sometimes  winding 
through  ornamented  grounds ;  sometimes  running 
along  through  rich  pasturage,  where  the  fresh  green 
is  mingled  with  sweet-smelling  flowers ;  sometimes 
venturing  in  sight  of  villages  and  hamlets ;  and 
then  running  capriciously  away  into  shady  retire- 
ments.' " 

***** 
What  could  possibly  be  more  natural,  after 
"  sauntering  along  limpid  streams  which  meander 
like  veins  of  silver,"  than  to  put  together  the 
10ft,  Gin.  6oz.  "Lowndes,"  or  the  18ft.  (iin.  roach- 
pole  of  24oz.,  and  sample  some  of  the  bars  of 
silver  which  inhabit  the  said  pellucid  streams. 
And  when,  looking  back  upon  a  memorable  day  or 
season,  what  more  natural  than  to  tell  others  of  the 
sport  you  have  enjoyed,  and  to  start  something 
like  this : — 

"  The  radiant  orb  of  life  and  day  was  sinking  in  the 
west ; 

The  golden  hue  of  distant  clouds  marked  evening 
at  its  best ; 

The  twittering  swallows   flitted   o'er  the  placid 

flowing  streams  ; 
And  all  was  still  and  silent  save  the  bubble  of  the 

bream." 


An  attractive  and  comprehensive  ABC  pro- 
gramme just  issued  by  tha  Great  Central  Railway 
contains  full  particulars  of  their  excursion  facUities 
from  London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich, 
and  Metropolitan  stations  to  the  Midlands,  York- 
shire, Lancashire,  North  of  England,  and  Scotland. 
On  Saturdays,  Oct.  8  and  22,  Nov.  5  and  19,  and 
Dec.  3,  excursion  bookings  are  announced  for  2,  3, 
5,  or  8  days,  to  numerous  towns  and  holiday  resotts  ; 
also  on  Sundays,  Oct.  9  and  23,  Nov.  6  and  20,  and 
Dec.  4,  for  certain  stations,  leaving  Marylebone  at 
11.15  a.m.  Cheap  week-end  tickets  are  issued  every 
Friday  and  Saturday  to  all  the  principal  inland  and 
seaside  pleasure  resorts  in  the  Midlands,  North  of 
England,  and  Scotland.  In  addition  to  the  pro- 
gramme being  so  concisely  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order,  it  has  the  further  advantage  of  the  times  of 
departure,  periods  of  availability  of  tickets,  fares, 
dates,  and  times  of  return  being  shown  in  one  line. 
Copies  of  thii  lucid  guide  can  be  obtained  free  on 
application  at  Marylebone  Station,  and  any  of  the 
company's  town  offices  or  agencies. 


The  British  Sea  Anglers'  annual  exhibition  of  sea 
fishing  tackle  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
and  Fiiday,  Oct.  12,  13,  and  14,  from  12  (noon)  to 
5  p.m.,  at  the  society's  headquarters,  4,  Fetter-lane, 
Fleet-street,  E.C. 


Me.  William  Seniob,  Editor  of  the  Field,  dis- 
tributed prizes  won  in  the  1903-4  B.S.A.S.  specimen 
fish  competition  on  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  5,  in 
his  own  inimitable  way — a  word  of  encouragement 
or  praise  to  each  recipient.  He  held  the  company 
well  in  hand,  and  disposed  of  a  very  heavy  pro- 
gramme in  an  amazingly  short  time.  The  society's 
headquarters  was  filled  with  members  and  friends 
at  an  early  hour,  and  those  who  found  "standing 
room "  could  find  no  space  to  'ang  up  their  'ata. 
This,  the  opening  night  of  a  new  season,  was 
auspicious  of  the  many  interesting  evenings  to  be 
spent  during  the  ensuing  six  months.  The  artists 
who  contributed  so  largely  to  the  evening's  amuse- 
ment received  the  hearty  thanks  of  all  present. 


^He  :  "  Did  you  see  that  woman  kiss  her  dog  ?  " 
She:  "  Yes;  it's  no  wonder  some  dogs  go  mad." 


"Champagne  and  oysters!"  Yes;  it  sounds 
refreshing  and  appetising.  There  are  soveral  brands 
of  champagne  and  a  great  variety  of  oysters. 
Oysteri  may  be  purchased  from  a  stall  in  some 
London  districts  at  sixpence  per  dozen,  but  if  you 
patronise  a  gilded  restaurant  within  a  minute's 
walk  from  the  "stall,"  you  may  be  charged  3s.  6d. 
per  dozen.  No  matter  what  price  you  pay  so  lonfl 
as  you  get  good  oysters.  Then  with,  say,  two  dozenJ 
natives  and  a  half-bottle  of  Heidsieck  you  may  bd 
able  to  last  till  the  seven  o'clock  dinner.  I 
*  *  *  *  » 

I  cannot  say  whether  either  or  both  are  neces- 
sities or  only  luxuries,  but  I  read  that : — 

"  Oysters  fill  an  important  place  in  special 
dietetics,  apart  altogether  from  their  extreme 
delicacy  and  peculiarly  appetising  flavour.  One 
half  of  the  raw  crushed  oyster  is  soluble  in 
water,  yielding  a  liquid  hardly  distinguishable 
from  good  beef  tea,  and  containing  an  import- 
ant amount  of  albumins.  The  oyster  comprises 
all  classes  of  food  substances — proteid,  carbo- 
hydrates, fat,  and  certain  valuable  salts.  These 
substincea  exist  in  a  peculiarly  assimilable  form, 
amongst  them  uncoagulated  albumins,  and 
organic  phosphorous  compounds  in  large  pro- 
portion. The  solid  food  constituents  are  nearly 
equal  to  good  beef  or  mutton." 


The  Lychnobite  Angling  Society's  Sea  Competi- 
tion took  place  on  Saturday  last  at  Southend.  The 
weather  was  not  all  that  could  quite  be  desired,  but 
an  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  The  winners  were, 
Mr.  Diwell,  1 ;  Mr.  Skinner,  2  ;  and  Mr.  Starling, 
3.    Mr.  Sid.  Childs  was  in  charge  of  the  boats. 


One  of  the  London  Boards  of  Guardians  has 
re.solved  to  restrict  contractors  to  supply  British 
fish  only.  The  following  advertisement  is  disp'ayed 
in  a  fish  restaurant  in  Praed-street,  Paddington, 
London : — 

"  All  dub  Fish  is  Waebanted  English, 

AND 

Feied  in  the  Jewish  Styli,*." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  (the  Westminster 
Gazette  asks)  how  the  nationality  of  the  fish  is 
guaranteed.  England  claims  to  rule  the  waves,  but 
we  have  never  heard  that  it  was  intended  to  include 
in  this  the  finny  inhabitants  of  the  deep.  Perhaps 
the  fish  observe  the  three-mUe  limit. 


Although  the  following  comes  from  Doncaster, 
it  is  not  intended  to  appear  "  racy  "  : — "  The  charge 
she^t  at  Doncaster  West  Riding  PoLce  Court  on 
Saturday  contained  accusations  aqainst  William 
Shakspeare,  Ben  Johnson,  George  Stephenson,  and 
one  Bacon.  It  sounded  odd  to  hear  th»se  famous 
names  called  in  such  a  prosaic  place,  and  the  sense 
of  incongruity  was  increased  when  it  was  learnt  that 
William  Shakspeare's  attendance  was  required  be- 
cause he  had  deserted  his  wife  '  Annie '  and  had 
used  bad  language,  that  Ben  Johnson  (spelt,  how- 
ever, with  an  '  h  ')  had  failed  to  have  his  horse 
under  control,  and  that  George  Stephenson  was 
summoned  under  an  order  of  ejectment.  And, 
to  crown  the  list,  Richard  Sheridan  had  to  answer  a 
charge  of  being  in  a  state  of  intoxication  on  the 
Great  Central  Railway." 


Intending  Tenant  :  "Why,  there  isn't  room  in 
this  flat  to  swing  a  cat."  Agent:  "Sir,  we  do  not 
allow  cats  in  these  flats." 


The  Buckley  Otter  Hounds  closed  a  most  suc- 
cessful season  on  Monday  last,  when  they  met  at 
Borth,  near  Aberyatwith,  in  lovely  weather  for  the 
sport,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  large  company  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  hounds  accounted  for 
two  otters  on  the  large  bog  at  Borth,  which  brings 
up  the  total  number  of  slain  to  thirty-three,  and 
thus  considerably  beating  the  previous  record  of 
twenty-five.  One  of  the  otters  killed  on  Monday 
scaled  24Jlb. ,  and  is  the  largest  brought  to  hand  this 
season. 


Th.it  arch- humorist,  W.  Carter  Platts,  having 
tickled  the  laughter-loving  half  of  the  world  with 
Mr.  Tuttlebury  and  Uncle  Parker  and  other  side- 
splitting characters,  haa  now  broken  out  in  a  new 
place,  and  during  the  present  month  his  latest 
book,  "  Bunkumelli,"  will  be  publiihed  by  Messrs. 
Digby,  Long  and  Co.  This  work  records  the  quaint 
recollections  and  farcical  remlniscencea  of  Mr. 
Bunkumelli,  late  proprietor  of  Bunkumelli's  Mam- 
moth Circus  and  Freaks  and  Waxworks  Combina- 
tion, and  if  the  genial  W.  C.  P.'s  handling  of 
Buch  a  subject  doesn't  make  the  reader's  sides  ache, 
my  name  is  not  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flfiglifig  jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  j)Ost  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  the  clubs  have  finished  up 
their  bye  contests;  both  canals  and 'rivers  have 
:  been  visited,  and  after  some  keen  competitions  the 
I  clubs,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  have  got  out 
j  their  surplus  of  prizes  If  ft  over  from  their  annual 
contests.  The  Handsworth,  Lion,  and  the  Bellbarn 
ao<  ieties  visited  Stourport  on  Oi;t.  2,  when  the 
takes  of  fish  ran  very  smal  gudgeon  and  rufl  weie 
the  chief  fish  taken.  The  Bellbarn  Club  fished  for 
two  hou's,  and  only  six  members  out  of  125 
took  prizes.  Another  contest  was  decided  upon 
when  only  two  members  w.  ighed  in.  This  is 
accounted  for  by  the  weedy  state  of  th'^  river  at 
this  part,  and  al^o  the  bad  state  of  the  water, 
which  was  discoloured  owing  to  the  recent  rain. 
Several  of  our  other  clubs  have  fished  the  Avon 
with  little  sucoess,  aa  the  contests  have  been  held 
on  Sundajs.  The  water  has  not  been  in  a  bad 
state,  but  the  chief  reason  ia  that  the  mills  up  the 
river  a'e  stopped  and  the  water  is  dammed  up  to 
work  the  njills  on  th<»  following  Monday — there  is 
no  stream  on  the  water,  and  this  tends  to  make 
the  fish  inactive  and  off  the  feed.  On  week-days  on 
the  Avon  sport  is  generally  good,  and  the  best  takes 
of  fish  have  been  mfide.  Some  good  bream  h<ve 
lately  been  taken  at  Deffoid,  Ptrahore,  Fladbury, 
and  Evesham,  but  in  the  lower  reaches  the  water  is 
reported  to  be  low,  and  spoit  hew  been  very 
indifiereot,  but  we  have  lateiy  had  some  rain, 
and  this  should  improve  the  btate  of  the  water. 
On  the  Trent  the  water  has  been  low,  but  roach 
fishing  has  Leen  good,  and  with  the  late  rains  the 
river  should  greatly  improve ;  wo  have  had  one  or 
two  frosts  at  night,  this  will  improve  the  grayling 
fishing,  and  the  memb>  rs  of  the  Midland  Piseatoria  s 
wi  1  be  out  in  full  numbers  after  this  spoi  tive  fish. 
Some  of  our  clubs  have  been  busy  pi  ize  di;  tributing. 
The  Gun  Club  distributed  them  i  n  Monday  niKht, 
after  their  annual  dinner  ;  a  concert  was  hIso  held, 
and  a  very  jovial  evening  was  spent.  The  Hands- 
worth  Park  Pool  was  clos^ed  f  r  fi-hirg  last  wetk, 
and  wi:l  not  be  opened  a^ain  until  next  June. 
Good  sport  has  been  had  during  the  ten  weeks 
that  thi  pool  has  been  opened,  and  the  Hands- 
worth  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  next  season. 
The  All  Samts  Club  have  had  some  good  sport 
lately  on  ttieir  private  water  with  the  roaoh.  The 
canal  at  Minwotth  has  been  fished  with  pood 
ret-ults  of  late.  Pike  have  been  goir  g  well  at  the 
Harbourne  reservoir,  but  the  fish  have  bjen  small, 
61b.  being  about  the  largest  taken ;  but  small  fish 
have  been  taken  in  good  numbers. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  fine  autumnal  weather  is  enabling  anglers  in 
I  the  Fen  dietiict  to  have  an  uninterrupted  spwll  of 
I  fishing.  The  waters  remain  in  capital  condition, 
and  roich  especially  are  affording  excellent  sport, 
ludee  1,  they  were  the  principal  fish  caught  in  con- 
nection with  the  great  match  on  the  VVitham  on 
Monday,  when  the  "  Haig  and  Huig  Challenge  Cup," 
open  to  teams  of  four  of  any  club  belonging  to  the 
j  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association,  was  fished  for  at 
I  fiouthrey.  Teams  of  hoU'  rary  members  were  also 
allowt-d  to  compete  on  the  same  lines,  but  no 
mixed  teams  were  permi  ted.  Special  trains  were 
run  in  connection  with  the  event,  and  there  was  a 
scene  of  grorit  animation  on  arriving  at  the 
rendezvous,  for  no  less  than  127  teams  were  entered 
to  compete.  Fi-hing  extended  over  a  period  of 
three  h..urs  (12  to  3),  and  during  that  time  there 
was  Bcaicely  a  ripple  on  the  wafer.  The  winners  of 
the  cup,  and  the  s-cond  and  tl  ird  teams,  were  as 
follows: — t-irst  Team  (cup  wiriners).  Three  Cranes 
Hotel— G.  Garnett,  W  Feam,  G.  Smith,  and  T. 
Middlrbrook.  Total  weight,  121b.  15oz.  Secon  1 
Team,  Indian  Queen  Hotel  (Boston) — J.  Lunn  W. 
H.  Williamson.  J.  Maltby,  and  W.  Gray.  Total 
weig^it,  lOlb.  ojoz.  T  ird  Team,  Salutation  Hotel 
— W.  Taylor,  W.  Ram-den,  A  Fry.  and  T.  Burcher. 
Total  w.  ight,  91b.  "^oz.  There  was  also  a  sweep- 
Bt-tke  for  individual  prizes,  and  the  best  of  theso 
were  carried  off  by  G.  Garnett  (£3),  81b.  'Joz.  ;  J. 
Mason  (£2  10a),  51b.  lOJoz. ;  W.  Barber  (£2), 
41b  14Joz.;  C  Hardy  (£1  12a.  6d),  41b.  lljoz.  ;  C. 
Ba<on,  jun.  (£1  12b.  Od.),  41b.  lljoz  ;  W.  Taylor 
(£1  OS.),  41b.  lO^oz;  and  T.  Robinson  (£1),  4lb  4ioz. 
The  pre-ident  of  the  atsoc  ation,  Mr.  J.  F.  Garrill, 
the  spcret^ry,  Mr.  J.  R.  Walker,  and  a  strong  com- 
inittee,  carrif»d  out  the  arrangements  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  is  in  fair  condition  for  anglers,  and 
in  some  parts  of  the  rivers  and  the  Driffield  Canal 
roach  have  furnished  good  sport  during  the  past 


week.  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Sons'  Angling  Club 
visited  Weelferry  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  F  Woollaa 
weighing  in  31b.  14  Joz.  for  t  'p  prize,  and  Mr.  J.  Read 
31b.  IJoz.  for  second.  The  Holderness  Angling 
Association  fished  their  fourth  match  at  Newport, 
on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  but  only  had 
poor  sport,  Mr.  William  Crossland  securing  the  firi-t 
prize  with  21b.  Vjoz.  But  the  best  catch  of  the 
past  week  or  so  has  been  with  the  West  Hull  A.  A., 
who  fished  a  match  in  the  New  Cut  at  Brigg  on 
Ancholme,  resulting  in  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow,  first,  with 
81b.  6Joz.,  and  T.  Bardsley,  51b.  11  Joz.  The  East 
Hull  A.  A.  also  visited  Brigg,  when  Mr.  W.  Crossland 
took  firet  honours  with  31b.  14oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Robin  Hood  A.  S.,  Clifton,  are  unfortunate 
in  th'^ir  visits  to  the  canal  near  home,  except  wlien 
they  won  the  Bridgwater  Shield  on  Sept.  10.  On 
Saturday  last  their  weights  were  again  small,  Mr. 
H.  Ryder  taking  first  prize  with  12oz  The  Antelope 
Anglers,  Bolton,  will  be  at  Boothptown  to-day 
fishing  a  match  at  Astley.  On  Oct.  1,  Mr.  V. 
Walker  secured  the  first  prize  in  the  Viscount 
Newport  Angling  Societj's  contest.  The  Broad- 
heath  Angling  Society  at  Agden  Bridge  lust  Satur- 
day, fished  their  match,  without  giound-bait,  and 
only  weighed  sizeable  fish,  yet  sti  1  they  disposed  of 
their  prizes,  Mr.  Crossley  headi  .g  the  list.  They 
will  have  an  open  contest  on  Oct.  15  at  Broadheath, 
and  offer  £5  in  prizes.  The  annual  of  the  Stockport 
County  anglers  at  Ellesmore  was  a  success  Mr.  J. 
Lovell  secured  the  first  prize,  £3  38.  To-day  (Oct.  8) 
they  have  another  big  contest. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  continuance  of  fine  weather  is  keeping  anglers 
fully  alive  to  their  autumn  chances.  Still,  with  all 
the  activity  in  evidt  nee,  there  is  an  inclination  to 
social  events,  for  instance  th^^  Lower  Broughton 
Angling  Society,  on  Oct.  4,  had  a  most  enjoyable 
"social  and  laaies'  evening."  Another  enjoyable 
item  was  the  meeting  of  the  Ben  Brierley  anu  Royal 
Walton  Angling  Societies  in  an  inter-club  match  in 
the  waters  of  the  former,  twelve  rods  aside. 
Right  up  to  the  last  few  minutes  it  was  an  op  n 
event,  but  then  G  Roberts  collared  a  bream  of  l|lb. 
which  f  el  tied  the  question.  Before  then  the 
weights  were  about  lib.  each.  The  Shakespeie 
An>:lers  at  Marple  on  Oct.  2  had  very  poor  sport 
Mr.  App'eton,  however,  won  the  first  prize.  The 
annual  of  the  Clowes  A.S.  was  fished  at  Northwich 
on  Oct.  2.  The  prizes  were  good,  hut  the  sport 
only  moderate.    Mr.  J.  Abbott  takea  the  first  prize 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  slight  change  as  the 
result  of  rain.  Barbel  fi-hing  has  claimed  little  or 
no  attention,  and  for  all  practical  purposts  the 
season  may  be  regarded  as  at  an  end.  Mr.  F  W. 
K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  E.  Birks  are  reported  to  have 
crealed  some  nice  lots  of  dace  with  gentles  on 
theSharolow  waters,  Mr.  Birks,  in  addition,  securing 
a  trout  on  thw  final  day,  F^riday,  Sept  30,  of  the 
season  The  fi^h  was  put  back.  Mr.  W.  Denman, 
Mr.  J.  Hym  s,  and  other  membi  rs  of  the  ( ity  Pisna- 
torials  have  done  well,  usini/  gentles,  amongst  roach 
ai,d  dace  on  the  Barton  and  Attenborough  stretch, 
and  gentles  have  been  used  with  success  by  Radford 
V  taries  at  Collingham,  Girton,  and  S 'uth  Cliiton. 
Last  week-end  they  bagted  over  501b.  Mr.  F. 
Gamble  and  Mr.  J.  Greaves  have  succeeded 
amongst  chub  with  wasp  grub  and  pith  and  brains 
on  the  Fiskerton  stretch,  which  is  not  so  well 
patronised  aa  it  ought  to  be.  On  private  waters 
Mr.  T.  Barnett  has  taken  eight  or  nine  choice  pike 
with  the  trolling  bait,  and  these  fish  of  late  have 
been  runiiing  somewhat  freely  ;  the  weeds,  however, 
are  still  troublesome  to  the  troller.  There  is  nottiing 
doing  amongst  bream  btyond  the  capture  of  a  few 
of  small  size  in  the  Grantnam  Canal. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

;  With  the  exception  of  one  wet  day  and  night,  the 
weathc  r  has  bsen  benutii'ul  all  the  week.  The  riviTS 
are  low  and  fine,  and  but  few  rods  have  been  out, 
still  some  good  sport  has  been  had.  Messrs.  J.  M. 
Jones,  L.  F.  Higgs,  W.  Thriit,  and  another  caught 
a  fine  lot  of  grayling,  trout,  and  dace  in  the  Teme 
near  Tenbury,  and  Messrs.  J.  Hunt,  H.  Probert, 
T.  Prosser,  and  Pi  ice  had  capital  sport  among  the 
grayling,  dace,  and  chub  in  the  hotel  water  at 
Craven  AniiS  :  the  grayling  in  particular  were  very 
fine.  Mr.  T.  Birbeck,  fishing  the  Teme  near  Newn- 
ham  Bridge,  had  a  grand  brace  of  trout,  three  brace 
of  capital,grayling,  very  even  in  size,  and  large.  Mr. 
Hughes  had  five  brace  of  grayling  and  some  good 
dace.  Mr.  T.  Tomkinson,  a  good  basket  of  chub. 
Very  little  sport  has  been  had  in  either  the  Severn 
or  Avon  ;  the  roach  and  bream  seem  to  be  feeding 
on  green  we«d,  most  of  those  caught  were  found 
full  of  it,  and  they  refuse  the  usual  baits.  The  Yoik 
House  Club  fished  their  last  coiitest  at  Upton  on- 


Sovom  on  Oct.  2,  hut  hardly  a  fish  was  taken.  The 
U|'ton-on-Severn  Club-fished  a  contest  in  their  club 
wat  r,  but  only  one  fish  was  caught.  Mr.  A.  Coombe, 
On  Oct.  2,  caught  a  nice  lot  of  roach,  the  only  catch 
worth  recording  this  week.  'Ihe  committee  of  the 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  mot  at 
the  Arboretum  Inn  on  Sept.  30,  when  it,  was  arrangesd 
to  hold  a  smoking  concert  at  the  Bull's  Head  Inn, 
High-street,  at  which  the  prizes  won  ia  the  late 
inter-club  contest  will  be  presented.  Subscriptions 
in  aid  of  the  wife  and  family  of  a  brother  angler. 
Major  Martin,  wore  paid  in  by  the  several  club 
secretaries ;  and  the  fourth  quarter's  stamps  for 
travelling  cards  were  distributed. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Local  anglers  for  trout  are  in  agreement  on  their 
experiences  during  the  past  season.  Spring  fi  hing 
was  marked  by  a  gener  al  dearth  of  the  natural  fly, 
and  the  fish  rarely  rose  with  any  fieedora  to  the 
bait  provided,  worm  and  minn.iw  being  used  in 
many  instances  as  a  last  resort.  Tht^re  teems  ground 
for  tearing  that  the  Stone  Fly  is  gradually  dis- 
appea'ing  from  Yorkshire  streams;  the  reason  was 
practically  a  failure.  Many  big  fish  were  caught 
during  the  summer  by  bait  anglers,  but  fishing 
showed  little  improvement  on  tne  spring,  whilst 
September  has  been  spoken  of  as  being  probably 
the  worst  month  generally  ever  experienced  by  the 
pies  nt  generation  of  rodmen.  Yorkists  are  hoping 
that  the  yield  of  grayling  may  give  encouragem'-nt 
ere  the  fly  rod  is  laid  a-ide.  The  fish  should  rise 
for  a  few  hours  at  midday  at  lea^t,  given  anything 
like  favourable  conditions  O^itober  is  not  a  good 
month  for  still  water,  and  bottom  fishing  for  chub 
and  roach  is  commonly  pursued.  The  Ouse  banks 
in  the  vicinity  of  York  have  lately  been  visited  by 
numerous  anglers.  The  members  of  the  York 
Theatre  R  >yal  F.C.  have  ju-t  held  their  annual 
match  at  Elvington,  a  village  in  the  district,  when 
good  sport  was  obtained.  Mr.  H.  Mandefield  headed 
the  winners  for  weight.  Mr.  F.  Grame  offered  a 
special  prize  for  the  largest  fish,  which  went  to  Mr. 
P.  Cunningham,  who  was  third  at  the  scales,  Mr. 
Mandefield  taking  Mr.  Balmford's  special  prize  for 
the  smallest  fi^h  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Wiggins  that  for  the 
smallest  fl  arnder.  Ate  between  Mr.  P.  Cunning- 
ham, Mr.  H  Ripley,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Barron  jun., 
took  place  for  a  prize  which  Mr.  W^illis,  of  Elvi  igton, 
gave  lor  the  greatest  variety  of  fish,  whilst  Mr. 
J.  Bairon  secured  the  prize  fjr  the  most  fish 
caught. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Generally  speaking  sport  has  been  backward  on 
all  the  principal  waters  at  salmon  since  last  notes. 
On  the  sea-trout  waters  still  open  for  angling  sport 
has  not  been  good,  though  it  is  exhibiting  an  im- 
provement at  a  few  places  at  time  of  writing.  The 
back-end  angling  prospects  are  g'^nerally  good,  but 
a  great  deal  depends  upon  the  state  of  the  weather, 
which  is,  at  present,  inclined  to  rain.  Sea  angling 
has  afforde  I  excellent  sport  at  all  the  p  incipal 
fiahing  stations  on  the  southern  and  western  coasts. 
At  Waterville  large  takes  of  whiting,  gurnard, 
scad,  mackerel,  pollack,  bass,  a  d  bream  have  been 
had  during  the  recent  fine  weather,  the  best  sport 
being  had  in  the  late  evenings. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  season  terminated  on  the  Bush  on  Sept.  30. 
Angling  was  indilierent  in  the  closing  week,  the 
salmon  being  rattier  out  of  condition  and  not  sport- 
ingly  inclined,  and  trout  fishing  was  poor.  From 
reports  to  hand  from  various  tiibutaries  of  Lough 
Neagh  it  seems  that  there  is  a  substantial  increase 
in  the  numbers  of  lake  tn  ut  which  have  gone  up 
them  from  the  lough.  It  is  a  pity  that  these 
monsters  do  not  rise  readily  to  the  fly.  Th'  y  like  a 
bigger  morsel.  The  bann  closed  on  Sept.  30  with 
the  water  in  good  order  and  salmon  coming fa'rly  to 
the  fly.  The  Hev  M  Arch.  all,  Belfast,  killed  the 
biggest  recorded  fish  of  the  season,  a  26|  pounder, 
ana  th  '  same  angler  had  a  20-p  lunder  and  two 
191b.  fish.  Colonel  F.  S.  F.  Stokes,  commanding 
the  83id  Rpgimnntal  District  at  Belfast,  during  his 
recent  leave,  killed  seven  salmon  on  the  Bann. 


WEYMOUTH  AND  DORSET  SEA 
ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


After  waiting  for  two  successive  Wednesdays 
for  fine  weather,  our  "fleet"  were  enabled  last 
Wednesday  (Sept.  28)  to  put  to  sea  again.  The 
weather  was  particularly  fine  and  very  little  wind, 
and  after  about  two  hours'  mackerel  fishing  the 
wind  died  down  altogether,  consequently  the  boats 
mide  for  the  breakwater  for  pout  and  conger 
fishing.  Tne  start  wak  made  at  3  p.m.,  seventeen 
boats  having  been  chartered  for  the  event.  Some 
good  catches  of  pout-whiting,  mackerel,  and  conger 
were  made,  and  good  fishing  was  likely  to  have 
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continued,  but  the  explosion  of  a  mine  in  close 
proximity  put  an  end  to  the  play,  so  the  fleet  had 
to  seek  other  quarters,  which  did  not  turn  out  so 
well.  Howevf-r,  a  most  enjoyable  time  was  eppnt 
ucder  the  circumstances.  Total  catch,  1501b.  The 
competition  clowed  in  time  for  weighinec  in  at 
8.20  p.m.,  which  took  place  at  Mr.  Reed's  shop, 
St.  Mary-street.  The  first  prize  of  £1  Is.  was  given  by 
Mr.  T.  T.  L.  Scarrisbrick  ;  the  second  prize  was  the 
gift  of  Mr.  F.  Y<.ung,  St.  Mary-street;  the  third 
prize  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Freeman,  St.  Edmund- 
street  ;  and  the  fourth  prize  was  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Councillor  Wallis.  The  results  are  as  follows : 
1st,  Boatman  Wells;  total  weight,  211b;  crew — 
Messrs.  Metcalf,  Beckett,  Portlock,  and  Bleathman. 
2nd,  Boatman  Bennett;  total  weight,  17  Jib. ;  crew — 
Messrs.  S.  H.  Wallis,  Jones,  Grenfell,  and  Hawkins. 
.3rd,  Boatman Chas.  Cook;  total  weight,  15Jlb. ;  crew 
— Messrs.  A.  G.  Rowell,  Hayman,  Conrad,  and  Fifett. 
4th,  Boatman  H.  Brown;  total  weight,  14|lb. ;  crew 
— MePsrs.  Gullick,  Budge,  Hellier,  and  Gullick. 
5th,  Boatman  A.  Brown;  total  weight,  14|lb. ;  crew 
— Messrs.  T.  S.  Wallis,  J.  Cox,  A.  Ranger,  and 
Capt.  Bolt.  Fourth  and  fifth  tied.  The  other 
catches  rarged  from  G-Jlb.  to  12Jlb.  One  boat  with 
201b.  lOoz.  was  disqualified.  There  were  other 
crews,  but  they  failed  to  reach  the  post  at  the  close 
of  the  competition.  Mr.  Councillor  Wallis,  before 
the  fishermen  dispersed,  said  this  was  the  fourth 
competition,  and  concluded  the  season.  Their 
society,  which  now  numbered  three  hundred 
members,  had  been  noticed  in  the  London  Press, 
and  had  cost  the  town  nothing  for  the  advertise- 
ment. Next  year  it  was  hoped  to  have  com- 
petitions, weather  permitting,  every  alternate 
Wednesday  from  May  to  September.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Messrs.  S.  H.  Wallis 
and  A.  G.  Rowell,  treasurer  and  hon.  secretary 
respectively,  as  well  as  to  the  boatmen  for  having 
rallied  to  the  support  of  the  society.  During  the 
week  ending  Oct.  1,  Mr.  A.  Beckett  has  taken  from 
the  Jersey  landing-stage  several  very  nice  bags,  one 
of  lOJlb.,  two  of  41b.,  and  several  others  of  from 
21b.  to  31b.  Capt.  P.  R.  Bolt,  on  Sept.  29,  had  a 
41b.  bass  and  (ilb.  of  eels,  and  on  Sept.  30  9lb.  of 
eels;  some  of  the  eels  were  over  21b.  each. 

A.  G.  Rowell. 


BRIGHTON  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  first  annual  open  competition  of  the  above 
society  was  held  on  Sunday  and  Monday  last,  and 
proved  a  decided  success  both  as  regards  entries 
and  weight  of  fish  caught.  Sunday's  fishing  was 
confined  to  the  Palace  Pier,  whilst  the  boating 
section  had  their  chance  on  the  Monday.  It  should 
be  mentioned  that  Saturday  was  the  day  originally 
fixed  for  the  boat  competition,  but  it  had  to  be 
postponed  until  Monday  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
weather.  Even  on  Monday  the  sea  was  decidedly 
uncomfortable  for  all  but  experienced  sailors,  a 
nasty  wind  between  the  N.E.  and  S.E.  making  the 
sea  very  lumpy,  and  preventing  several  competitors 
from  going  afloat.  In  spite  of  this  the  winner  of 
the  boat  competition,  Mr.  H  Jenner,  had  the  good 
take  of  281b.  VJoz.,  three  other  competitors  having 
over  201b.  of  fish  each.  Mr.  E.  Brown  won  the 
Pier  Competition  with  the  total  of  111b.  8oz.  The 
following  is  the  complete  list  of  prize  winners  : — 

Palace  Pieb  Competition,  Simday,  Oct.  2, 
10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Ist,   E.   Brown,   lljlb. ;  2nd,  S.  Whitehouse, 
71b.  lOioz. ;   3rd,  W.   Nickels,   61b.    13oz.  ;  4th, 
H.  Sanders,  5ilb.    Special  prize  for  beat  flat  fish, 
A.  Underwood  ;  and  for  round  fish,  R.  Bloomfield. 
Boat  Competition,  Monday,  Oct.  3, 
10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Ist,  H.  Jenner,  281b.  7Joz. ;  2nd,  L.  Pellegrini, 
251b.  6Joz. ;  3rd.  H.  Funner,  241b.  6oz. ;  4th,  Vin- 
cent J.  Dunn,  201b.  lO^oz.    Special  prize  for  best 
flat  fish,  W.   Hodgkinson;  and  for  round  fish, 
H.  Jenner. 

Ladies'  Pbizes. 
Ist,  Mrs.  Easter ;  2nd,  Miss  Foster ;  3rd,  Mrs. 
Cole  ;  4th,  Mrs  Osborne. 

The  prizes  were  distributed  at  a  supper  and 
smoking- concert  held  at  Poole's  Restaurant  on 
Monday  evening,  Cuuncillor  Blaker  presiding  over 
a  goodly  attendance.  Mr.  Vin.  Dunn  (80,  St. 
.lamcs's-street,  Brighton),  B.S  A.S.,  is  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Brighton  Sea  Anglers,  and  will  be 
very  pit  ased  to  give  visitors  or  intending  visitors  to 
Brighton  any  information  in  his  power  respecting 
eea  Ashing  at  Brighton. — Hon.  Seo. 


A  Fi^'E  pike,  weighing  23  Jib  ,  43in.  in  length,  and 
18in.  in  girth,  was  captured  at  Foxford,  co.  Mayo, 
on  Sept.  28.  It  was  sent  to  Mr.  J.  Qillett,  of 
Fetter-lane,  E.C.,  to  be  preserved. 


^ofcs  from  iljc  ^od^. 

The  Dee  rose  three  feet  on  Saturday  morning — 
not  so  much  from  the  rains  up  country,  which  were 
considerable,  as  from  the  lochs,  owing  to  the  favour- 
able direction  of  the  winds. 


The  semi-spate  has  been  a  great  boon  to  the  host 
of  anglers  here,  as  elsewhere,  and  the  hope  is  now 
entertained  that  a  fair  volume  of  water  may  now 
hold  all  through  October. 


The  splashing  of  the  shoals  of  salmon  taking  to 
the  river  with  the  first  movement  of  the  Dee,  on 
Friday  night,  was  heard  a  long  way  off,  as  they 
crossed  the  fords  and  shallows  near  the  Old  Bridge, 
but  in  the  semi-darkness  nothing  could  be  seen. 
However,  that  a  good  head  of  fresh  fish  got  away 
there  is  a  certainty. 


Mr.  Stewart,  Ravenscraig'Castle,  Inverugie,  writes 
me  that  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  crowded  in 
the  tidal  of  the  Ugie,  but  for  the  lack  of  water  can- 
not get  inland.  Finnock  are  plentiful  and  aflording 
some  good  sport. 

An  angler,  last  week,  worming  on  the  Feugh  (a 
tributary  of  the  Dee)  with  two  hooks  to  his  flight, 
hooked  a  large  eel  and  a  grilse  of  about  olb.  Un- 
fortunatelj',  his  cast  broke  close  to  the  reel  line,  and 
both  the  eel  and  grilse  disappeared. 

Another  wormer  following  close  on  his  heels  came 
through  the  same  pool  and  fixed  on  something  lively. 
It  proved  to  be  the  eel  and  grilse  still  on  the  hooks 
with  the  lost  cast  between  them.  After  an  exciting 
run,  however,  the  cast  again  gave  way,  and  the 
second  angler  was  also  left  lamenting. 

Disease  has  unfortunately  broken  out  on  the  Don 
and  on  the  very  lower  waters.  Every  second  fish 
is  much  affected,  while  the  bailiffs  are  busy  raking 
out  the  dead  and  dying  fish  and  burying  them. 


On  Loch  Achanalt,  Beauly,  Ross-shire,  Messrs. 
Beaufort  and  Summerville,  from  Kilcoy  Arms, 
have  had  some  excellent  sport.  The  trout  scaled 
from  21b.  to  71b.,  the  average  being  3 Jib. 


Davie  Nicol,  keeper.  Park  D^e  water,  had  a  nice 
fish  of  221b. — the  first  fruits  of  the  recent  fill. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  left  Deeside  on  Monday  for 
salmon  fishing  on  the  Spey  with  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Gordon's  party  at  Gordon  Ctiatle.  Last 
year  His  Royal  Highness  had  to  cancel  his  visit  on 
account  of  the  late  Duke's  death.  The  prospects 
of  sport  are  fairly  good.  They  would  be  much 
enhanced  with  a  spate. 


The  Great  Northern  Telegraph  Company  have 
undertaken  to  lay  and  run  for  thirty  years  an  under 
sea  cable  between  Iceland  and  the  Shetlands,  the 
company  to  receive  £3000  a  year  from  Denmark 
and  £2000  from  Iceland. 


Lord  Penrhyn  is  at  Cairnton  for  the  autumn 
salmon  fishing.  Last  year  some  300  fish  were  got 
on  his  lordship's  water  by  his  guests  and  others, 
It  is  one  of  the  choicest  sections  on  the  Dee. 


Mr.  Araold-Forster,  Secretary  for  War,  is  Minister 
in  attendance  at  Balmoral  just  now.  He  is  fond  of 
a  cast,  but  just  now  the  chances  are  not  of  the  best 
at  Balmoral. 


The  King  entertained  his  keepers,  retainers,  and 
tenants  on  his  estates  to  their  annual  gillies'  ball 
on  Friday  night,  when  His  Majesty,  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales  and  Court  party  were  present, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings. 

Special  Scotch. 


FISH  CULTURE. 


THE  ARROW  FISHERY,  EARDISLAND, 
HEREFORDSHIRE. 


Season  1904-5. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  this  comparatively 
young  establishment  is  already  a  decided  success. 
The  Arrow  always  produced  grand  trout  and  gray- 
ling as  far  back  as  we  can  remember.  The  pro- 
prietor, Mr.  R.  Bycroft  Roberts,  says :  "  For  the 
present  season  we  have  to  report  considerable 
progress.  Three  fresh  stretches  of  mill-stream  have 
been  screened  off  for  two  and  three-year-olds,  whilst 
seven  new  yearling  and  nursery  ponds  have  been 
made.  Our  stock  of  brown  and  rainbow  trout  is 
considerable,  but  to  prevent  disappointment  orders 
should  be  given  early.  The  appreciative  letters  and 


testimonials  we  have  received  have  been  very 
encouraging,  and  to  make  our  trout  still  more 
widely  known  we  have  considerably  reduced  our 
prices  for  this  season. 

"  Features. — To  those  who  do  not  know  the 
Arrow  Fishery  we  would  point  out  its  leading 
features.    These  are: — 

"  1.  A  very  ample  supply  of  good  water,  and 
water  which  we  have  proved  to  be  favourable  to 
the  growth  and  condition  of  trout. 

"  2.  The  large  quantity  of  natural  food  grown  at 
the  fishery. 

"  3.  The  great  number  of  water-plants  growing 
in  the  mill-stream,  raceways,  ponds,  and  food  pre- 
serves, all  the  plants  teeming  with  larvsc,  fresh- 
water shrimps,  snails,  and  other  forms  of  natural 
food. 

"  4.  The  natural  conditions  under  which  the 
two  and  three-year-old  trout  are  grown,  being 
reared  in  the  screened  mill-stream,  where  they 
enjoy  a  large  quantity  of  natural  food,  natural 
shade,  and  a  strong  and  varying  current.  These 
conditions  make  the  trout  very  suitable  for  stocking 
rivers,  as  well  as  ponds,  etc.,  having  decided  advan- 
tages over  the  ordinary  pond-reared  two-year-old 
grown  in  comparatively  still  water. 

"5.  The  fishery  is  laid  out  so  that  practically 
every  pond  can  have  an  independent  and  fresh 
supply  of  water,  that  is,  water  that  has  not  passed 
over  other  fish.  This  is  a  great  advantage  and 
convenience,  and  tends  to  ensure  strong,  healthy 
fish. 

"  Food. — Our  trout  have  a  great  variety  of  food, 
natural  and  artificial ;  they  have  a  sufficient  supply 
without  being  over-fed.  To  those  whom  it  may 
interest  we  might  mention  that  very  little  horse- 
flesh is  used  at  the  Arrow  Fishery. 

"Slocking. — We  are  always  pleased  to  advise  as 
to  the  variety,  age,  and  number  of  trout  to  stock 
any  given  water.  Full  particulars  concerning  the 
water  to  be  stocked  should  be  sent  with  all  inquiries. 
The  brown  trout  is  the  most  useful  trout  for  rivers 
and  for  all-round  stocking.  The  rainbow  trout 
does  well  in  many  lakes  and  ponds  and  in  screened 
rivers.  In  stocking,  each  case  has  to  be  considered 
on  its  merits,  but  the  following  general  rules  hold 
good : — 

"  1.  With  suitable  water,  eyed-ova  in  artificial 
redds  may  be  found  satisfactory  where  no  other 
fish  are  present,  and  especially  where  attention  can 
be  given  up  to  the  point  of  hatching. 

"  2.  Where  the  water  is  unsuitable  for  ova,  fry 
will  do  well,  granted  suitable  conditions  and  no 
other  fish  being  present. 

"  3.  Two-year-olds  are  advisable  where  sport  is 
required  quickly,  and  where  predatory  fish,  such  as 
pike,  large  trout,  chub,  or  perch  are  present. 

"  4.  Yearling?  are  most  suitable  in  other  cases, 
and  speaking  generally  are  the  best  for  stocking. 

"  Screening  Waters. — We  recommend  the  screen- 
ing, in  most  cases,  of  all  reservoirs,  ponds,  and 
lakes,  especially  where  rainbow  trout  are  stocked. 
Streams  not  liable  to  floods,  and  under  control,  can 
also  be  screened." 


ROYAL  PROVIDENT  FUND  FOR  SEA 
-  FISHERMEN. 


The  annual  meeting  of  this  fund  was  held  on 
Sept,  30  at  Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge. 
Lord  Ormonde  (president),  who  occupied  the  chair, 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  annual  report,  which 
stated  that  at  the  time  the  charter  of  incorporation 
was  obtained  the  fund  held  certain  inveitments, 
which  were  not  securities  authorised  under  Clause 
13  of  the  charter,  although  a  special  provision  was 
made  that  these  investments  might  continue  to  be 
retained.  The  council  considered  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  investments  should  all  strictly  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  Clause  13,  and  the  necessary 
rearrangements  had  accordingly  been  made.  The 
council  regretted  that  in  the  process  the  income  had 
been  impaired.  The  reports  from  the  various 
branches  all  showed  that  satisftwtory  progress  had 
been  made.  Grants  to  the  total  amount  of  £995 
had  been  made  to  branches  at  Hull,  Great  Grimsby, 
Lowestoft,  Great  Yarmouth,  Ramsgate,  Fleetwood, 
and  Scarborough.  The  council  earnestly  appealed 
to  the  public  for  additional  funds  to  carry  out  the 
work  they  were  undertaking,  as  an  increased  num- 
ber of  associations  were  seeing  the  advantage  of 
becoming  affiliated  to  the  fund.  Mr.  J.  L.  Sayer, 
who  seconded  the  motion,  expressed  satisfaction 
that  the  membership  of  the  branches  had  increased. 
The  fund  was  established  by  the  King  to  add  to  the 
amount  collected  by  the  various  associations  frorn 
the  men.  Up  to  the  present  time  it  had  been  able 
to  pay  40  per  cent,  towards  what  had  been  given. 
This  year  the  alteration  in  the  securities  would 
necessitate  a  reduction  to  30  per  cent.  Mr.  C. 
Hellyer,  in  supporting  the  motion,  said  that  th9 
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usefulness  of  the  institution  could  be  very  mpch 
extended  if  it  had  more  funds.  The  motion  was 
adopted.  Mr.  E.  Plowman,  in  urging  the  useful  and 
deserving  nature  of  the  fund,  pointed  out  that 
during  1903  the  fishermen  subscribed  to  the  various 
branches  a  total  amount  of  £2702.  This  sum  was 
supplemented  by  the  grants  from  the  fund,  and  the 
subscriptions  and  donations  of  boatowners  and 
others. 


THE  ROYAL  WATERLOO  HOSPITAL 
FOR  CHILDREX  AXD  WOMEN. 


Theib  Royal  Highnesses  Prince  and  Princess 
Henry  of  Prussia  are  among  those  who  are  now 
giving  substantial  support  to  the  greatly  extended 
work  of  the  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  for  Children 
and  Women.  Their  Royal  Highnesses  have  just 
written  from  Kiel,  expressing  deep  sympathy  with 
our  pathetic  work,  and  have  become  annual  sub- 
scribers of  five  guineas. 

Amongst  other  sums  received  recently  are  the 
following: — 

Annual  Subscbiptions. 
Sir  F.  Wigan,  Bart,,  £10  10s. ;  Mrs.  L.  T.  Pearce, 
£31  10s. ;  Countess  of  Yarbo rough,  £10  10s. ;  F.  A. 
H.,  £40  ;  Sir  G.  Hayter  Chubb,  Bart.,  £10  10s. 
Miss  Constance  Eastwood  and  friends,  £31  10s. 
Messrs.  W.  Lawrence  &  Sons,  £10  10s. 

Donations. 

J.  Reid,  Esq  ,  £10  10s.  6d.  ;  Trafalgar  Hospital 
Aid  Societv.  £10  10s,;  Lady  Shelley,  £10  lOs. ; 
Mrs.  Sybil  Annedev  £10  ;  Mrs.  Willock,  £500  ; 
Hospital  Sunday  Fund  £191  13s.  4d. ;  Miss  Heath, 
£10  ;  Mrs.  Xeumann  £10  lOa. ;  Brixton  Indepen- 
dent Church,  £26  14s.  4d. 


THE  PERILS  OF  ANGLING. 


If  there  is  any  place  requiring  a  cool  head,  it  ia 
when  one  is  in  a  light  boat  or  canoe  angling  for 
heavy  fish  in  deep  or  swift  water.  Undue  excite- 
ment has  cost  many  a  life  under  such  circumstances. 

A  curious  example  of  the  outcome  of  updue 
ezcitement  has  just  been  related  to  me  by  a  friend 
— in  fact,  the  individual  himself. 

Unfortunately  for  my  friend,  although  a  man  of 
thirty-five  years,  yet  only  once  previous  to  this 
occasion  had  he  experienced  the  joys  of  angling. 
Business  took  him  up  near  the  pine  woods,  and 
between  trains,  after  his  business  had  been  trans- 
acted, he  was  invited  by  two  of  his  customers  to 
try  the  maakinonge.  And  off  they  started,  he 
throwing  out  his  lure,  and  within  a  few  moments 
getting  a  vicious  tug  at  his  line  which  bent  his  rod 
and  stt  his  reel  screeching.  The  tug  on  the  line, 
the  bending  of  the  rod,  and  the  screeching,  whirring 
reel  were  too  much  for  him,  and  giving  a  spasmodic 
leap  he  cleared  the  boat  and  landed  feet  first  on 
the  bottom  of  the  lake  that  was  covered  with  five 
feet  of  water — holding  fast  meanwhile  to  the  rod. 
The  cool  water  calmed  his  nerves  at  once,  and  being 
a  six-footer  he  simply  elevated  his  chin  and  arms, 
and  in  his  own  fdbbion  began  to  manipulate  the 
rod  and  reel.  The  fiah  began  to  leap  and  run,  and 
when  turning  his  head  toward  the  boat  to  ask  for 
advice  as  to  the  proper  way  to  handle  the  fish,  no 
one  was  to  be  seen  m  the  boat.  Both  his  friends 
had  just  simply  rolled  off  their  seats  and  were 
guffawing  with  laughter ;  the  only  thing  to  be  seen 
by  him  were  two  corn-cob  pipes  that  his  friends 
had  removed  from  their  mouths  and  held  aloft 
while  they  roared  with  amusement. 

He  landed  the  fish.  I  asked  him  what  it  weighed. 
"It  was  a  maskinongi':,"  he  replied,  "and  weighed 
2ilb."— Chaeles  Cbistadobo,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTSi 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  56 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

12,666.  Fishing.  Patentees :  J.  A.  Duthie,  Yoik- 
plttce,  and  A.  S.  Duthie,  Hilton  House, 
both  in  Aberdeen.  Trawling  gear  ;  land- 
ing-nets. Relates  to  an  appliance  for 
catching  spilt  or  scum  herrings  which 
fall  from  the  catching-nets  whilst  trawling 
on  board.  It  can  also  act  as  a  strength- 
ening net  when  the  nets  are  very  full. 
The  scum  net  is  hung  from  an  arm, 
which  is  attached  to  the  bulwarks  and 
extends  outwards,  having  a  stay  rod. 
At  the  lower  end  of  the  net  is  atcached 
an  iron  bar  with  a  guide  rope,  by  which 
the  net  i-i  regulated.  When  not  in  use 
the  arm  can  be  rotated  by  the  lod  until 
thoy  both  lie  along  the  side  of  the  vessel 
out  of  the  way. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"B." — There  is  little  or  no  fishing  to  be  had  at 
Dulwich,  but  there  is  a  pond  holding  carp,  and  you 
must  apply  to  Dulwich  College.  It  is  not  an  easy 
matter,  though,  to  get  a  pass. 

"J.  C.  B."  will  still  find  the  fishing  free  in  the 
Basingstoke  Canal  (in  the  neighbourhood  of  Winch- 
field).  There  are  pike,  perch  and  roach  still  to  be 
caught. 

"N.,"  St.  Andrews. — The  Cambridge  University 
Press  publishes  "  A  Treatise  on  British  Fresh- Water 
Algse,"  by  G.  S.  West,  M.A.,  F.L.S.,  price  lOs.  Od, 
net. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinion$ 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 


THE  MINNOW  WONDER,  OR  DROP-NET. 

Deab  Sie, — I  have  at  times,  and  not  without 
profit,  taken  tips  from  the  Fishing  Gazette.  How 
often  I  will  not  say,  lest  I  should  sow  the  seeds  of 
conceit — a  pernicious  weed  happily  absent  from  the 
field  of  your  labours.  It  is  enough  to  say  "more 
than  once."  In  recognition  of  a  debt  I  cannot  pay 
in  full,  I  send  you  a  tip  that  may  be  of  use  to  some 
of  your  readers. 

You  are  a  fly  fisher,  but  not  a  bigoted  purist,  and 
I  should  not  be  shocked  or  even  surprised  to  learn 
that  you  yourself  have  in  your  time  used  a  minnow 
drop-net  for  the  capture  of  bait  It  so,  you  have 
no  doubt  noticed  how  difficult  it  is  to  prevent  these 
active  little  fish  from  escaping  over  the  brim  of  the 
net  while  it  is  being  drawn  up.  Even  with  a  deep 
ret — and  most  nets  are  built  too  shallow — this 
liability  to  escape  on  th?  part  of  the  captives 
necessitates  a  rapid  and  strenuous  upheaval  of  the 
net  on  the  part  of  the  captor  which  tries  his  muscle, 
and  sometimes  his  temper,  no  less  than  the  strength 
of  the  pole  from  which  the  net  is  susp'^nded. 

Messrs.  C.  Farlow  &  Co.  have  with  some  ingenuity 
and  complete  success  made  me  a  net  that  overcomes 
this  difficulty.  It  has  two  metal  rings,  one  above 
the  other,  eight  and  a  half  inches  apart,  with  a 
vertical  net  wall  between  them.  From  the  lower 
ring  depends  a  drop-net  of  the  usual  form  with  a 
sinking  lead  attached.  The  whole  has  the  appear- 
ance of  the  1  wer  half  of  one  of  those  hoop-nets 
wherein  fish  which  it  is  desired  to  keep  alive  are  hung 
over  the  side  of  a  boat.  When  the  minnows  have 
congregated  over  the  net,  a  gentle  but  quick  raising  of 
the  upper  ring  imprisons  them.  They  dash  to  the 
sides,  but  the  restraining  walls  being  at  right  angles 
to  their  line  of  escape — instead  of  being  at  an 
upward  curved  incline,  as  is  the  case  with  the  usual 
saucer-like  form  of  net — they  do  not  try  to  get  over 
the  top  of  the  net,  but  swim  hither  and  thither, 
backwards  and  forwards,  and  round  and  round  in 
se»rch  of  an  opening.  The  net  can  then  be  slowly 
raised  without  undue  strain,  and  with  the  loss  of 
scarcely  one  minnow  in  a  hundred. — Yours  truly, 

Basil  Field. 

[Mr.  Basil  Field  has  more  than  once  put  anglers 
under  an  obligation  by  his  useful  inventions — witness 
his  capital  bait-can.  His  improved  minnow-net 
will  be  very  welcome.  I  am  buying  one  at  once,  in 
the  hope  of  getting  some  perch  from  a  mill- pool 
this  week-end,  where  at  times  it  is  more  trouble  to 
get  minnows  than  perch.  An  October  perch  from  a 
river  is  worth  catching  and  eating.  I  use  a  fly  rod 
and  drawn  gut  and  a  small  Crystal  roach  hook  for 
perch  fishing  with  minnow,  and  a  small  Stewart 
tackle  with  worm.  A  pound  perch,  or  a  31b.  or  41b. 
jack,  gives  very  good  sport  on  a  fly  rod. — Ed.] 


SPINNING  FROM  THE  REEL. 
Deae  Sib,-  Many  years  ago,  when  my  oppor- 
tunities for  fly  fishing  were  few,  I  did  a  good  deal 
of  spinning  for  pike,  and  was  fairly  skilful  in 
casting  from  the  reel  in  the  Nottingham  style. 
What  tackle  I  have  left  after  thirty  years  is  either 
worn  out  or  antiquated,  and  I  now  want  to  fit 
myself  out  with  tho  most  suitable  tackle  for  casting 
a  much  lighter  bait  than  I  formerly  used  for  pike 
on  a  leaded  trace.  As  I  seem  to  have  lost  the 
knack  of  making  a  clean  cast  without  "  over- 
running," I  have  to  learn  the  art  again,  and  I  wish 
to  do  it  with  the  aid  of  the  most  modern  improve- 
ments. 

If  I  could  have  seen  the  experts  in  this  style  at 
the  recent  casting  tournament  I  should  perhaps 
have  had  an  object-lesson  worth  more  than  any 
verbal  description ;  but  perhaps  some  of  your 
readers  will  kindly  offer  me  their  advice  and  tell 
me  what  combination  of  rod,  reel,  and  line  will 
best  suit  the  conditions  of  lake  fishing  from  a  boat 
for  palmon  or  large  trout.  The  common  method  of 
trolling  from  tho  stern  is  apt  to  be  monotonous, 
and  in  many  lakes  there  are  places  where  varied 


and  less  mechanical  sport  can  be  obtained  by 
casting  towards  the  shore  in  comparatively  sha'low 
watur.  But,  in  the  first  place,  if  there  is  a  stiffish 
breeze,  it  is  sometimes  advisable  to  make  the  cast 
without  standing  up,  and  my  old-fashioned  heavy 
cast,  swinging  the  body  round  in  two-thirds  of  a 
circle,  would  be  impossible ;  secondly,  the  much 
smaller  and  lighter  bait  adds  to  the  difficulty  of 
fishing  from  the  ree',  which  is  the  only  kind  of 
spinning  I  have  ever  indulged  in  with  any  pleasure. 
The  points  on  which  I  ask  for  advice  are  :  — 

1.  What  is  the  most  suitable  kind  of  rod,  and 
what  length  is  likely  to  produce  the  beat  results  in 
tho  conditions  I  have  stated  ? 

2.  What  reel  ?  I  have  never  used  anything  but 
the  well-known  Nottingham  pattern,  and  some  of 
Slater's  are  far  better  than  anything  I  used  in  my 
young  days.  I  hear  great  things  of  the  "Silex" 
and  Malloch's  patent  casting  reel.  As  I  have 
practically  to  begin  again,  and  have  not  many 
opportunities  for  practice,  I  am  anxious  to  become 
fairly  proficient  with  the  least  amount  of  trouble. 
The  principle  of  Malloch's  reel  looks  delightfully 
simple  on  paper,  but  there  may  be  disadvantages 
which  would  only  be  discovered  in  actual  use. 

3.  A  moderately  fine  plaited,  undressed,  silk  line 
used  to  be  considered  the  right  thing  for  the  Notting- 
ham style.  What  do  modem  experts  say  as  to 
this  ? 

I  need  hardly  add  that  I  am  asking  for  the 
opinions  of  practical  anglers  who  have  no  interest 
in  any  particular  form  of  tackle. — Yours  truly, 

Spinnee, 


SUGGESTED  FEDERATION  OF  SEA 
ANGLING  SOCIETIES. 

Deae  Sib, — The  idea  of  a  federation  of  the  sea 
angling  societies  has  been  under  the  consideration 
of  a  joint  committee  of  our  two  local  associations 
for  some  time,  and  at  its  last  meeting  it  was  decided 
to  endeavour  to  arrange  for  a  conference  of  delegates 
from  the  various  clubs  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible, 
the  Eastbourne  Sea  Angling  Society  having  already 
volunteered  to  help  us  in  the  mitter. 

We  most  heartily  acknowledge  the  noble  pioneer 
work  accomplished  by  the  B  S.  ■i.S.  All  honour  to 
the  society,  and  to  those  of  its  members  who,  by 
hard  and  persistent  labour,  have  by  the  success  of 
their  efforts  earned  the  lasting  gratitude  of  sea 
anglers,  present  and  to  come.  We  confidently  look 
to  them  to  give  us  every  assistance,  to  forward  a 
proposal,  which  we  venture  to  think  is  to  the  benefit 
of  the  sea  angling  community  as  a  whole. 

The  federation  of  the  sea  angling  societies  and 
those  clubs  who  include  sea  fishing  within  the 
scope  of  their  efforts,  with  a  working  committee 
consisting  of  representatives  from  each,  and  an 
annual  conference  to  be'  held  at  a  different  repre- 
sentative town  each  year,  cannot  fail  to  bring 
those  whose  opinion  on  sea  angling  matters  is 
worthy  of  consideration,  including  also  those  whose 
lives  are  spent  in  daily  experience  of  sea  matters 
in  our  coast  towns,  together  in  a  practical  manner. 
Their  views,  supported  by  the  large  body  of  anglers 
thus  represented,  cannot  but  carry  considerable 
weight,  and  lead  to  concerted  action  when  occasion 
should  arise.  The  proposed  executive  of  the  federa- 
tion would  thus  be  able  to  sound  and  voice  the 
opinion  of  the  different  societies  without  in  any  way 
interfering  with  their  independence  as  regards 
club  matters. 

The  scope  of  work  of  the  federated  clubs  would 
lay  in  the  direction  of  the  prevention  of  illegal 
trawling,  destruction  of  immature  fish  (by  profes- 
sional and  amateur),  exchange  of  ideas,  avoid 
clashing  of  dates  for  competitions,  representation 
on  fishery  committees,  and  sewage  or  chemical 
pollution  by  the  various  coast  corporations.  Pollu- 
tion of  our  rivers  is  a  question  which  is  often 
ventilated  and  prevented,  but  the  same  evil  goes  on 
unnoticpd  along  our  coasts,  and  is  exercising  an 
appreciable  effect  upon  the  inshoring  of  fish  at  many 
places.  Our  sea  fishery  is  a  national  question,  and 
a  plentiful  supply  of  cheap  and  wholesome  food  is  a 
matter  of  no  small  moment  to  the  population  of 
this  country.  The  increasing  shortage  of  fish,  and 
the  consequent  rise  in  price,  portends  in  the  future 
a  state  of  affairs  that  cannot  be  viewed  with 
equanimity. 

Is  it  not  time  that  attention  should  be  called  to 
the  matter,  and  agitation  commenced  for  a  possible 
remedy  ?  We  cannot  look  to  the  professional 
fishermen  as  a  whole  to  raise  this  question,  their 
action  over  the  recent  Fishery  Bill  going  to  prove 
that  they  are  prepared  to  "  kill  the  goose  that  lays 
the  golden  egg."  Rather,  we  must  look  in  the 
direction  of  the  amateur  fisherman  to  add  counter- 
vailing influence.  Again,  very  few  of  us  are  satisfied 
with  the  attention  that  has  been  given  to  fishery 
matters  by  past  Governments,  no  matter  of  what 
shade  of  opinion  they  have  been.  There  is  much 
that  can  be  done,  and  there  ia  much,  we  fear, 
that  wo  can  only  wish  could  be  done,  but  with 
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the  vast  and  increasing  number  of  sea  anglers 
there  is  the  opportunity  of  forming  a  representa- 
tive body  that  can  exert  influence  in  the  direction 
of  these  ideals.  It  is  our  intention  to  issue  invita- 
tions to  the  various  associations  or  8ocieti'>s  to 
attend  a  conference  to  consider  the  practicability  of 
fluch  a  federation.  An  opportunity  offers  itself  on 
Saturday  evening,  Nov.  12,  the  first  day  of  our 
Annual  Sea  Angling  Festival,  when  a  large  number 
of  clubs  would  in  the  ordinary  nature  of  things 
have  representatives  here.  We  look  for  your 
support,  Mr.  Editor,  in  this  matter,  and  trust  that 
Bome  practical  effort  may  result  from  such  meeting. 

Any  siiggpstions  or  expressioTis  of  opinion  of  a 
useful  nature  will  be  thankfully  acknowledged. — 
Yours  faithfully, 

H.  DowsETT  (General  Hon.  Sec), 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling  Association. 

10,  York-buildings,  Hastings. 

THE  DERWENT  AND  COCKER. 

Deab  Sib, — A  novice  in  angling  with  fly  (of  only 
three  years'  experience),  I  am  nevertheless  keen 
when  I  have  the  opportunity,  and  for  the  last  two 
years  I  have  been  a  constant  reader  of  your  paper 
and  have  got  some  very  useful  iofo'  mation  from 
same,  in  addition  to  a  lot  of  real  pleasure.  1  nm  a 
native  of  Cumberland,  and  each  of  my  last  three 
summer  holidays  1  have  spent  a  fortnight  in  Ashing 
there — first  year  on  the  Ehou  and  the  last  two  on 
the  Derwent  and  Cooker — and  I  have  wondered,  in 
reading  the  Fishing  Oazctte.  why  there  is  never  any 
mention  of  these  two  last-named  rivers  in  your 
angling  reports.  Your  short  note  on  the  "  Lake 
District "  seems  to  me  to  touch  only  the  fringe  of 
that  district,  and  I  am  writing  to  ask  if  you  will 
kindly  tell  me  why  the  Derwent  and  Cocker  are 
never  referred  to — is  it  that  th'  y  do  not  rank  suffi- 
ciently high  as  h  )ldprs  of  fieh  ?  if  so,  I  may  be 
inclined  to  seek  pastures  new  next  year  if  you  will 
kindly  put  me  on  to  better  fiihing.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  J.  G.  C, 

Liverpool. 

[I  do  not  know  why  We  have  no  reports  from  the 
Derwent  and  Cocker;  but  have  always  had  an  idea 
those  rivers  were  badly  poached,  and  only  of  any 
good  to  the  angler  when  there  is  a  run  of  salmon  or 
sea-trout,  and  then  sport  is  often  very  good. — Ed  ] 

GOOD  SPORT  WITH  PIKE  ON  LOUGH  CONN. 

Dear  Sib, — I  wish  to  inform  you  that  pike 
fishing  on  Loughs  Conn  and  CuHea  has  been  very 
good  Gentlemen  staying  at  this  hotel  are  having 
good  sport. 

Messrs.  Margetson,  in  two  days,  killed  twelve 
pike — one  16lb.,  two  141b.  each  one  12 Jib.,  two 
91b.  each,  the  others  from  51b.  to  81b.  each. 

Mr.  Jcha  Attenborough  in  three  days,  ki'led 
seven  pike — -one  231b.,  one  201b.,'  one  14|lb.,  one 
9lb.,  the  remainder  over  5lb. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop,  on  Sept.  27,  killed  [ten  pike, 
largest  OJlb.  :  the  other  nme  averaged  61b.  each. 
On  Sept.  28  he  killed  ten  pike,  largest  8£lb. ;  the 
others  averaged  61b.  each.  On  Sept.  '29  he  killed 
seven  fi  h,  three  over  91b.  each.  On  Sept.  30  he 
killed  thirteen  fish,  ow^  over  91b.,  the  others 
averaged  61b.  each.  On  Oct.  1  six  fish,  three  over 
91b.,  the  oth<  rs  averaged  61b.  eac  h.  On  Oct.  3  he 
killed  one  pike,  331b.,  a  very  h>)ndr(ome  fish,  and  is 
sent  on  to  Cooper's,  of  L  ndon,  to  be  set  up.  I 
give  its  dimensions :  b'ye  to  fork,  39in.  ;  over  all, 
45in.  ;  girth,  23 Jin. ;  he  also  killed  two  small  ones, 
about  61b.  each. 

Dr.  Darby  and  friend  have  killed  a  few  nice  fish, 
and  are  having  good  shooting;  both  snipe,  duck, 
and  plover  are  plentiful. 

The  Messrs.  Smyth  are  getting  nice  fishing. — 
Yours  truly,  Pathick  Healy. 

The  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon, 
Oct.  3. 


A  GRAYLING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sik, — Will  you  op  ary  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  all  information  possible  on  the 
fo  lowing: — Will  grayling  thrive  in  a  darn?  The 
dam  at  present  contains  tr  ut.  1  wag  thi-  ki  g  of 
Btockini  same  with  giayhn.;  for  winter  sport,  and 
would  it  be  necetisary  to  put  in  special  foo  I  ?  What 
would  be  the  cost  of  und  b  st  place  to  obtaiu  sam<)  ? 
Thinking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

Sheffield.  A  Subscriber. 

[Doubtless  grayling  would  live  in  the  dam,  but  if 
it  is  deep  it  is  not  likely  they  would  rise  much,  and 
unless  our  correspondent  wants  to  fish  for  them  with 
bait — they  take  small  red  worms  and  gentles  freely 
in  the  coldest  weather,  the  colder  the  better — he 
had  better  leave  them  out  of  the  dam  ;  they  are  not 
happy  unless  they  are  in  a  clear  stream,  not  deep 
except  here  and  there.  If  the  trout  spawn  in  the 
dam  where  the  water  cornea  in,  the  ^ravling  will 
attend  to  them  very  assiduously.  I  believe  that 
Mr.  I'oart,  Chess  River  Trout  Farm,  Chorley  Wood, 


Herts,  who  rears  grayling  for  sale,  would  hardly 
recommend  their  being  intro'luoed  into  a  dam 
holding  trout — it  miaht  damage  the  trout  fishing, 
with  but  little  to  make  up  for  it. — Ed.] 

GRAYLING  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  of  a  place  where 
dav  tickets  are  issued  at  a  moderate  figure  for 
grayling  fi^hing  near  London  ?  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  E.  C.  R.  Pitts. 

P.S.— If  tickets  are  issued,  what  would  be  the 
price  ?    Also,  would  they  be  available  on  Sundays  ? 

ATTACHMENT  OF  FLOATS  TO  LINE, 
Dear  Sib, — I  was  slightly  amused  at  the  some- 
what voluminous  ni  te  of  Baron  Tcherkassov  on  the 
above  subjnct  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  24, 
not  Only  because  the  method  of  attaching  the  line 
through  the  bottom  ring  of  the  float  is  one  which 
has  been  customary  for  some  anglers  in  the  eastern 
counties  for  generations,  and  probably  elsewhere, 
being  particularly  in  favour  among  rustic  anglers, 
but  because,  on  a  little  refieotioo,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  advantage  of  such  attachment  is  more 
apparent  than  real,  except  when  fishing  at  a  long 
distance  and  a  very  shaip  angle  to  the  biting  fish  ; 
for  the  simple  reason  that  when  fishing  immediately 
over  or  at  a  very  slight  angle  to  the  fieh,  the  boitom 
portion  of  the  float  has  to  be  struck  upwards 
through  the  wat  r,  completely  reversing  the  pjsi- 
tion  of  the  float  before  the  strike  is  fully  effective. 
The  further  submerged  the  float  the  greater  the 


Attachment  of  Float  to  Line. 


resistance  bacomes.  The  accompanying  diagram 
will  show  what  1  mean. 

I  have  tried  both  mpthods  exhaust  vely,  and, 
without  any  previous  prejudice  whatever  in  favour 
of  either,  feel  convinced  th  it  the  straight  tip-to- 
tip  connection,  uiileS'J,  perhaps,  at  a  very  consider- 
able anf.l'*.  gives  on  the  whole  the  best  results;  a 
further  disaivantage  in  the  "  bottom  "  connection 
is  thckt,  eepecially  m  a  long  quiil  or  rped  float,  the 
line  is  eunk  towards  the  end  of  the  float,  which 
need  not  occur  in  the  top  connection ;  further,  I 
have  found  in  casting  h  ngish  distancps  the  more 
firmly  secured  "  top  connected"  float  travels  best 
through  the  air.  I  am,  however,  quite  aware  that 
considerable  differences  of  opinion  on  this  float  con- 
nection subject  exists  in  the^e  waters,  but  a  trial  of 
the  matter  afresh  last  week  gave  the  results  which 
I  have  indicated.  I  quite  think,  however,  the 
"  jointed  "  end  attachment  mi jfat  remove  many  of 
the  disadvantages  I  have  enumerated  as  appearing 
to  me  to  exist  when  the  fix^-d  "bottom"  attach 
ment  is  followed. — Yours  truly,  Noefolclan. 

W  roxham. 

[It  is  perfectly  certain  that  the  float  may  have 
a  very  prpjud  ci*l  effect  ia  preventing  el'tective 
hooking  of  (i  h  when  striking.  I  have  ocoasioi  a  ly 
found  it  impossible  to  strike  fish  until  I  used  a 
different  float.  It  would  be  interesting  to  have  the 
experiences  of  other  angler-",  especially  of  those 
who  us^i  the  float  attached  only  at  th^  lower  end  as 
is  custom -iry  with  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  anglers  on 
the  broads  and  rivers.  I  have  often  watched  them, 
and  noticed  that  their  object  seemed  to  be  to  get  as 
far  from  the  boat  or  bank  as  possible,  and  it  may  be 
that  the  lower  end  attachment  may  have  some 
advantage  in  this  case.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
the  position  where  the  line  is  fastened  near  the  top 
end  when  both  are  fastened  is  very  important — it 
ought,  I  think,  to  be  just  above  the  water  level,  not 
much  above,  and  certainly  not  below  it. — Ed.] 


FLY  DRESSING  QUERIES— RUBBER  _ 
BODIES.  m 

Dear  Sib, — Some  time  ago  I  procured,  throa^| 
the  medium  of  your  valuable  pap>'r,  rubber  £H 
making  the  above  bodies,  which  I  find  excellefl 
in  every  respect  with  the  exception  of  colour;  it  W 
of  a  light  brown,  and  will  take  any  dye  darker  than 
the  material  itself.  Try  to  dye  it  yellow,  or  any  of 
the  shades  of  yellow  so  prominent  in  some  of  the 
summer  duns,  and  the  experiment  will  end  in 
failure.  If  any  brother  of  the  rod  could  inform  me 
where  I  could  buy  rubber  pure  yellow  colour,  or 
where  the  late  "  Athenian  "  bought  it  in  blocks,  or 
any  tip  upon  the  colour  problem  through  the 
columns  of  th"  Fishing  Gazette,  they  would  be 
re-  d'^ring  valuable  aid  to  an  amateur  fly  dreader.— 
Yours  truly.  Gnat. 

Morpeth. 


THE  "LADY  ALINGTON"  SALMON  FLY. 

Dear  Sib, — It  would  be  interesting  to  test  the 
charms  of  this  fly  on  Irish  salmon,  whose  appetite 
for  the  artificial  fly  seems  to  be  decreasing.  Will 
Mr.  T.  H.  Scott  kindly  give  the  dressing  of  the 
"Lady  Alington,'  and  say  where  the  orthodox 
pattern  may  ba  obtained  ? — Yours  truly, 

HiBERNIA. 


!  FISHING  IN  BLENHEIM  LAKE, 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
tell  me  if  lave  to  fish  in  BLmheim  Lake,  Wood- 
stock, is  obtainable,  and  if  so,  to  whom  I  should 
apply  ?— Yours  truly,  N,  F,  T. 


PRESERVING  PRAWNS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  extremely  obliged  to  any 
reader  of  your  paper  if  he  could  give  me  a  reliable 
recipe  for  preserving  prawns  in  glycerin'. — Yours 
truly.  Enquirer. 

[The  cooked  prawns  are  simply  dropped  into  a 
wide-mouthed  bottle  with  pneumatic  top,  same  as 
used  by  the  makers  of  pickles,  and  then  glycerine  is 
poured  in.  Niven,  in  "The  British  Angler's 
Lexicon,"  advises  the  angler  to  get  prawns  about 
two  inches  in  size,  freshly  caught,  and  scald  them 
for  a  few  minutes  in  water  containing  a  little  salt 
and  saltpetre,  as  this  not  only  toughens  them,  but 
improves  the  colour  ;  he  thinks  the  prawns  sold 
ready  pickled  are  as  a  rule  over-boiled. — Ed.] 


FREE  FISHING  NEAR  CHESTER, 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
be  kind  enough  to  tell  me  where  I  could  obtain 
good  free  fishing  within  easy  reach  of  Chester,  and 
what  would  be  the  best  bait  ?  .That.king  you  in 
anticipation.— Yours  truly,        A.  W.  Eabdley. 


NELSON. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  th<A 
on  October  21,  the  anniversary  of  Trafalgar  and  the 
death  of  Nelson,  the  Navy  Leajue  will  again  as  in 
years  past,  place  decorations  on  the  Nelson  Column 
as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  greate-t  admiral. 

If,  th-refore,  any  of  y  >u  ■  r  'aderx  should  desire  to 
participi'^e  in  this  cele  >ration,  the  Navy  Lengue 
would  willingly  take  chartie  of  any  wreaths  that 
mav  be  fors^arded  for  the  purpose  and  see  that  they 
are  proper  y  placed  on  the  Column. 

Subscriptions  or  donations  in  aid  of  the  celebra- 
tion will  a^so  be  very  gladly  received.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Caius  CauTCHLEY  (Sec). 

The  Navy  League, 

13,  Victor!  i-street,  S.  W. 


FISHING  IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  considerable  sur- 
prise the  1  tter  of  Sept.  17  fign»d  M".  David  Jonefl. 
Anent  his  remarks  concerniaij  my  report  of  Sept  10, 
however,  I  find  in  this  week's  issue  (Oct.  1)  the 
C'>n  irra-ttion  of  m/  stntempnt  by  Mr,  W.  E. 
Conway  Surelv  no  fair-minded  an«lpr  could 
possioly  look  upon  the  witor  I  describ  d  aa  pBO- 
vi'iinii  univei-sal  liberty.  After  what  Mr.  David 
Jones  has  said  I  think  I  am  justified  in  ask  ng  him 
for  an  exf lunation,  since  he  has  taken  it  upon 
himself  t)  frankly  contradict  the  stat'iment  made 
by  me.  Would  it  not  have  been  mor^  to  his  credit 
to  first  ascertain  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
other  shareholders  without  attacking  angling 
visitors  as  to  the  pecuniary  advantages  to  the 
various  hotels  ?  Happily  for  us,  angles  on  the 
whole  are  not  a  small  clique  of  professional  busy- 
bodies  masquerading  the  different  waters  for  the 
S'lle  purpose  of  giving  misleading  information. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Dedman. 

{Sevtral  leUert  art  unavoidably  held  over,) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Labels  for  Marking  Fish. 

As  it  is  pretty  certain  that  experiments  in  mark- 
ing salmon  and  other  fish  are  being  undertaken  by 
anglers,  it  is  very  desirable,  to  prevent  confusion, 
that  all  who  are  interested  in  this  matter  should 
work  ia  harmony  with  the  fisheries  branch  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Of  course 
this  is  not  compulsory  in  any  way,  but  I  am  sure 
most  anglers  will  agree  with  me  that  we  ought  to 
support  our  fisheries'  officials  as  much  as  possible. 

Mr.  Chas.  E.  Fryer,  Superintending  Inspector  of 
Fisheries,  3,  Delahay-street,  S.W.,  says  in  his 
recent  report :  "  It  is  desirable  that  all  persons 
■who  are  engaged  in  experiments"  (in  marking  fish) 
should  place  themselves  in  communication  with 
ua  in  order  to  avoid  the  possibihty  of  confusion 
and  error  arising  through  undesigned  similarity  of 
marks  or  otherwise ;  and  also  in  order  that  the 
results  of  all  observations  may  be  recorded  at  a 
single  centre,  where  they  can  be  made  available  for 
general  use."' 

I  understand  that  persons  undertaking  such 
experiments  in  England  and  Wales  can  obtain  a 
supply  of  the  labels  free  of  cost,  together  with 
forms  of  record  and  full  instructions,  on  appUcation 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Fisheries 
Department),  .3,  Delahay-street,  S.W. 

What,  it  seems  to  me,  is  wanted  more  than 
anything  else  is  some  satisfactory  method  of 
marking  samlets,  especially  artificially  cultivated 
samlets.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  could  do  more  to 
help  us  in  this  matter  than  anybody,  as  he  has  a 
'fine  hatchery  on  the  Spey.  Will  not  his  lordship 
help  to  solve  the  question — Do  artificially  culti- 
ifod  samlets  released  in  rivers  ever  return  as 
line? 

1  'nlftss  something  of  this  kind  is  done,  and  proof 
-itive  obtained  that  artificially  reared  samlets  do 
rac  back  as  young  salmon,  there  will  be  an 
itation  against  the  taking  of  eggs  from  wild  fish 
being  absolute  waste  or  worse. 
'■t  is  impossible  at  the  present  moment  to  point 
any  river  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  show 
'o/  of  its  having  Vjenefited  to  the  extent  of  a 
li^le  salmon  from  all  the  salmon  culture  of  the 


past  fifty  years;  And  it  is  the  same  in  America ; 
there  is  nothing  but  assertion  and  assumption, 
based  on  the  statement  that  because  trout  culture 
is  a  success,  therefore  salmon  culture  must  be  so 
also. 

The  Improved  Minnow  Net. 

Mr.  Basil  Field  writes : — "  Thanks  for  your 
editorial  note,  but  you  have  given  me  credit  for 
what  is  duo  to  Messrs.  Farlow.  The  double  ring 
was  their  idea,  not  mine,  and  if  you  can  say  so  I 
shall  be  glad."-  Of  course  I  am  glad  to  put  this 
matter  right.  Mr.  Basil  Field  said:  "Messrs.  G. 
Farlow  and  Co.  have  with  some  ingenuity  and 
complete  success  made  me  a  net  that  overcomes 
this  difficulty"  (that  is,  of  preventing  so  many  of 
the  minnows  escaping  as  net  is  pulled  up).  I 
gathered  from  this  that  Messrs.  Farlow  had  carried 
out  Mr.  Field's  suggestions.  Anyway,  the  net  is 
a  complete  success.  At  the  first  trial,  in  less  than 
twenty  seconds  my  son  had  about  a  score  of 
minnows  on  the  bank.  Of  course,  if  the  minnows 
are  not  there  you  won't  catch  any;  but  as  long  as 
you  can  sink  this  net  so  that  minnows  swim  over  it 
you  have  only  to  pull  it  up  and  all  over  it  are 
caught.  Simply  drop  the  little  circular  net,  about 
eighteen  linches  in  diameter,  the  cord  of  which  is 
attached  to  a  stout  pole,  into  the  water  where 
minnows  congregate,  and  pull  it  up  when  you  see 
they  are  collecting  over  it  to  look  at  the  red  tassels. 


A  Really  "Unique"  Experience. 

Fancy  hooking  what  you  imagine  is  a  big  fish 
which,  after  fighting  vigorously  in  the  depths, 
suddenly  comes  out  of  the  water  into  the  air  and 
flies  at  and  wounds  you  severely.  This  is  what 
happened  recently  to  an  Aberdeenshire  fisherman, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  report  from  the 
Edinburgh  Evening  News,  kindly  sent  to  me  by 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod:  — 

^*  The  Fisherman  and  the  Diver. 

"  Fishermen  sometimes,  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
caUing,  bring  to  the  surface  strange  and  weird 
animals,  but  the  experience  which  recently  befell 
an  old  fisherman  on  the  Aberdeenshire  coast  beats 
all  previous  records.  The  old  man  is  a  native  of 
Cruden  Bay,  and  makes  his  livelihood  by  supplying 
some  private  families  with  line-caught  fish.  He  is 
the  owner  of  a  small  boat,  and  does  all  his  fishing 
single-handed.  On  this  occasion  he  was  fishing 
within  half  a  mile  from  the  shore  in  about  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  feet  of  water,  and  on  beginning  to 
pull  in  his  line  he  felt  a  very  pccuUar  and  unusual 
movement  at  the  end  of  it.  The  hooked  animal 
rose  to  the  surface  some  little  distance  away,  and 
thrashed  the  water  into  foam  all  around.  He  had 
never  come  across  a  sea  fish  that  behaved  in  a 
similar  fashion,  and  thought  at  first  he  had  hooked 
a  cuttle  fi.sh.  There  were  what  looked  like  large 
arms  going  round  like  windmills,  and  the  animal 
itself  was  whirling  round  Uke  a  small  paddle  wheel. 
As  he  got  the  line  further  in  it  dived  beneath  the 
surface.  When,  however,  there  were  just  a  few 
yards  of  line  out  the  '  fish '  shot  from  below  into 
the  air  right  in  the  face  of  the  fisherman. 

"A  VICIOUS  ATTACK; 

"It  was  then  he  realised  that  he  had  hooked  a 
specimen  of  the  Great  Northern  Diver.  The  old 
man  was  nearly  knocked  overboard  by  the  furious 
oiLslaught,  and  at  first  could  do  little  more  than 
defend  himself.  In  one  of  its  dashes  it  spUt  the 
back  of  his  hand  open,  and  in  another  it  struck 
him  above  the  eye  with  its  beak,  inflicting  a  woimd 
two  inches  long,  and  laying  bare  the  bone.  The 
maddened  bird  made  no  attempt  to  escape,  but 
whirled  round,  striking  viciously  at  the  man's  face 
and  eyes.  It  continued  its  attack  till  at  last  he 
managed  to  strike  it  a  lucky  blow  with  a  boat 
stretcher,  which  broke  a  wing,  and  he  was  then 
able  to  despatch  it.  The  fisherman,  who  was 
bleeding  profusely,  on  landing  called  at  the  house 
occupied  by  an  Edinburgh  family,  and  on  the  lady 
of  the  house  being  informed  of  his  plight,  she 
enlisted  the  services  of  one  of  her  guests,  a  well- 
known  Edinburgh  doctor,  who  found  it  necessary 
to  put  four  stitches  into  the  wound  on  the  forehead. 

"  The  diver  measured  over  three  feet  across,  and 
on  being  cut  open  it  was  found  to  have  swallowed 
a  small  whiting  which  had  apparently  been  on  the 
hook.  Probably  the  wriggling  of  tlie  fish  caught 
the  keen  eye  of  the  diver.-  The  bird  must  have 
been  about  twenty  feet  under  water  when  it  seized 
its  prey.jU 


Over  Protection  of  Wild  Birds. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  correspondence  which 
has  been  going  on  in  the  Scotsman  on  the  voracity 
of  sea  birds.  The  Wild  Birds'  Protection  Act, 
which  did  so  much  good,  is  now  doing  untold 
harm.  Complaints  are  now  made  that  the  gulls 
are  taking  to  killing  game  and  domestic  poultry. 
The  numbers  of  samlets  and  other  young  fish  they 
destroy  are  increasing  every  year. 

All  genuine. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  may  be  sea  fishing  at 
Folkestone  should  not  fail  to  patronise  Mr.  W; 
Aird  if  they  want,  not  only  new  laid  eggs,  but  eggs 
of  a  novel  kind.  Here  is  a  copy  of  a  bill-head  sent 
out  by  Mr.  Aird : — 

'-'  Folkestone,  January,  1899; 

"Mr. 

"  Dr.  to  W.  AiED, 
"  Genuine  New  Milk,  Cream  and  New  Laid  Eggs 
supplied  twice  daily,  all  from  own  cows." 

The  Record  English  Rainbow  Trout 
taken  on  a  Fly. 

Mr.  H.  W.  C.  writes: — " It  may  be  of  interest  to 
you  and  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
to  hear  of  the  capture  of  a  large  rainbow  trout,  I 
think  a  record  for  Gloucestershire  waters.  If  you 
care  to  pubhsh  it,  I  should  prefer  "my  name  and 
the  locality  not  being  mentioned  for  obvious  reasons; 
On  Oct;  5  I  caught,  with  a  small  sedge,  in  a  pond 
here  (about  half  an  acre)  a  four-year-old  rainbow, 
28in.  long  from  tip  to  tip,  and  ISin  round,  weighing 
9lb.  loz. ;  it  was  in  lovely  condition  and  as  game  as 
one  could  want  a  fish  to  be,  continually  running 
out  nearly  the  length  of  the  pond  and  jumping  out 
of  the  water; 

"  These  rainbows  were  bought  and  turned  in  a 
smaller  pond  three  years  ago  last  April  as  yearlings, 
about  5in;  to  Tin.  long,  and  removed  from  that 
pond  to  the  larger  one  in  September,  1902,  then 
weighing  about  ^Ib.  to  fib.  The  growth  from  then 
is  extraordinary,  in  two  years  getting  to  9lb. 

"  The  fish  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Farlow  &  Co;; 
of  191,  Strand,  to  be  set  up,  and  no  doubt  if  you 
are  inclined  you  might  see  it  there.'' 

I  feel  sure  this  is  the  record  rainbow  taken  by  an 
angler  in  this  country — certainly  with  fly.  I  have 
asked  Messrs;  Farlow  to  let  me  know  when  it  is 
ready. 

Wums !  , 

An  American  friend  called  the  other  day  and 
left  me  the  following  account  of  the  angle  worm; 
If  it  does  not  amuse  even  some  of  our  fly-e-ist 
fly  fishers  I  shall  be  much  mistaken. 
As   Little    Bobby   Describes    the  Angle 
Worm,  Writing  from  Uncle   Peter's  in 
the  Country. 

"  Gee,  the  funnyerest  thing  is  The  angul  wurms 
up  hear  to  Unkel  peters,  the  angul  Wurms  is  a 
little  Snaix,  he  is  called  angul  Wurms  caws  He 
makes  his  Self  so  crookitj  You  cant  Tell  how  long 
or  Bigg  he  was  caws  Wen  you  puUim  out  of  The 
bate  Bocks  he  stretchers  long  &  sUm  till  you  Think 
gee,  he  is  my  Fish  line,  &  wen  you  Tutch  a  hook  to 
His  nose  He  humps  his  Self  back  short  an  swells 
Up  till  you  say  gee,  No  he  Haint  neether,  Hees  a 
katty  piller,  a  katty  piller  is  a  Bugg  with  moar 
Hare  on  to  him  Than  padder  Oosky,  an  his 
Stummick  is  AU  over  feat  that  wares  ther  toe 
Nales  on  His  heels.  Enny  wun  cant  Tell  nobody 
ware  the  angul  Wurms  bed  is  nor  its  Tale,  he  wares 
a  wite  Choaker  toards  wun  end  of  him,  witch  i 
Gess  it  is  to  Tell  him  witch  end  to  Go  furst,  he  is 
Holler  &  full  a  dirt;  He  is  blind  an  bawld  an  he 
haint  Got  no  more  teeth  in  too  his  mouth  ner  ant 
jane  Wen  hers  is  in  the  tumbler,  they  has  a  lot  a 
short  Brussels  on  to  him  witch  it  Makes  him  pull 
back  Wurts  like  a  Mool. 

"  Wether  they  is  Hatcht  out  thrum  eggs  or  Kum 
jess  natchrul  like  Kittings  i  dunno.  Butt  he  bores 
hoals  in  too  the  Groun  like  a  gimble  ut  and  piles 
ther  chips  on  the  Out  side.  They  live  thare.  Butt 
the  shurestest  place  too  find  Him  is  in  too  the  siss 
Turn,  he  ranes  down  Like  frogs  only  He  cant  jump 
Uke  frogs  no  Moar  ner  a  Noyster. 

"  The  angul  Wurms  was  maid  to  Go  fishen  with 
an  feed  the  Robbing  robbing  red  Brests,  the 
robbing  pulls  him  Out  of  his  Whole  by  his  nose 
even  if  it  dont  Gitt  but  haff  a  him.  Why  dont  the 
angul  Wurm  leggo  his  Whole  an  kum  out  rather 
nen  Bee  broke  in  Too,  fur  wat  Good  is  only  hafE  a 
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him  too  his  Self,  i  Dunno.  Bill  stiles  he  says 
wun  day  that  a  new  Tale  growed  on  to  him  an  the 
Wite  choaker  was  ware  He  was  joint  on  to  it,  an  i 
Herd  bill  hollerin  Like  sicksty  Evry  wunts  too  a 
Wile  in  his  house  most  Evry  day,  an  i  says  i 
Wunder  why,  an  Unkel  peter  says  bills  Ma  is 
Lickin  bill,  an  i  says  Wat  fur,  an  peter  says  fur 
Lyon. 

"Wen  the  old  Robbing  robbing  red  Brest  stans 
on  too  the  side  of  the  Nest  with  a  angul  Wurm  in 
its  teeth  the  Yung  wuns  they  straten  ther  Nex  an 
split  ther  Heds  open  to  git  the  angul  Warms  till 
you  ken  see  ther  Livver.  Its  hard  wurk  an  moce 
Brakes  a  fellers  back  to  dig  in  the  Garden  too 
plant  taters  in,  Butt  its  easier  than  Playing  tag 
too  Dig  all  over  the  farm  too  Git  angul  Wurms 
wen  hese  Goin  fishen."-  R.  B.  Mabston. 


WHEEE  TO  GO  FOE  GEAYLING. 
By  "Halcyon." 


It  is  close  upon  forty  years  ago  since  I  caught  my 
first  grayling,  and  that  was  on  the  Yore  below  the 
railway  viaduct  at  Ripon.  Since  that  day  I  have 
caught  thousands,  and  have  experienced  the 
pleasure  and  privilege  of  fishing  some  of  the  finest 
grayUng  waters  throughout  England.  The  grayling 
is  a  fish  that  the  more  you  fish  for,  and  the  more 
you  study  their  habits,  the  better  you  like  them, 
and  I  can  never  understand  how  anyone  can 
despise  them,  or  how  ever  they  came  to  be  included 
in  the  schedule  of  coarse  fish.  To  the  fly  fisher 
also  the  time  of  year  when  they  are  at  their  best 
lends  a  charm.  To  wander  rod  and  net  in  hand 
from  stream  to  stream  under  the  mellowed  beams 
of  an  autumnal  sun,  to  gaze  upon  the  gorgeous 
tints  with  which  the  woodlands  are  clothed,  and 
through  which  the  sparkling  river  winds,  to  stand 
knee-deep  on  the  eddying  ford  and  cast  your  trio 
of  wee  artificials  towards  the  row  of  willows  on  the 
far  bank,  under  whose  shadow  Salmo  thymallas 
loves  to  lie,  all  form  a  picture  dear  to  the  heart  of 
the  enthusiastic  grayling  fisher,  and  if  the  fish  are 
not  just  then  on  the  rise  the  angler  can  occupy  an 
hour  or  so  in  the  collection  of  a  few  nuts  or  black- 
berries in  the  adjacent  copse,  or  mushrooms  from 
the  meadow  beyond  the  wood. 

There  are  many  ardent  anglers  who  take  to  the 
gun  as  soon  as  the  "glorious  twelfth"  comes 
round,  and  those,  I  believe,  are  the  very  class  of 
men  who  promulgate  the  idea  that  grayling  are  of  no 
use  either  for  sport  or  the  table.  They  catch  them 
in  April  and  May  when  engaged  in  trout  fishing, 
and  find  them  in  a  somewhat  similar  condition  to 
what  a  trout  caught  in  November  or  December  is 
like.  Let  them  catch  the  same  fish  from  September 
until  the  end  of  the  year,  and  I  will  wager  on  it 
that  they  would  alter  their  opinion.  The  black, 
slimy-looking  fish  of  May  is  a  very  different  thing 
to  the  handsome  creature  of  November,  with  its 
silvery,  iridescent  sides  and  milk-white  belly,  its 
black  back  surmounted  with  a  dorsal  fin  like  unto 
tortoiseshell.  Very  different  also  is  the  vigorous  dash 
down  stream  in  comparison  with  the  eel-hke  play 
in  May,  and  as  for  its  edible  qualities  I  know  not 
one  but  very  many  of  my  friends  who  prefer  a 
winter  grayling  to  a  summer  trout,  and  while  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  I  may  as  well  tell  my 
readers  the  best  method  of  cooking  them.  Simply 
clean  them  thoroughly,  cutting  off  all  the  fins 
and  tail,  fry  them  in  fresh  butter,  and  serve  very 
hot.  The  skin  then  comes  off  in  one  piece,  like  a 
perch's,  and  the  flesh — white,  firm,  and  delicious — 
flakes  off  the  backbone.  A  dash  of  red  pepper  and 
a  squeeze  of  lemon  juice  is  also  an  addition. 

The  rivers  of  Yorkshire,  Worcestershire,  and 
Derbyshire  have  always  been  noted  for  the 
excellence  of  their  grayling,  and  of  late  years 
this  beautiful  fish  has  been  introduced  into 
many  other  districts  where  it  previously  was  un- 
known, two  of  the  most  notable  of  these  are  the 
Cumberland  Eden  and  the  Northumberland  Till, 
and  on  both  these  rivers,  strange  to  say,  the  natives 
view  them  in  the  fight  of  vermin ;  only  this  last 
spring  did  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  sanction  the 
wholesale  netting  out  of  grayling,  many  of  which 
were  ruthlessly  cast  upon  the  banks  to  die — this  was 
in  the  Appleby  district,  and  I  consider  the  action 
simply  scandalous  to  destroy  so  valuable  a  fish  in 
such  a  manner;  in  I/)eds,  grayling  in  full  condition 
bring  2s. 'per  pound;  be  it  understood  I  am  not 
referring  to  the  so-called  grayling  or  pollan  from 
Lough  Neagh,  and  which  are  sold  at  from  4d,  to  6d. 


per  pound,  but  to  fresh-water  river  grayUng  caught 
during  the  autumn  and  winter  months. 

The  water  upon  which  I  killed  most  grayling  on 
the  Eden  last  winter  was  from  Temple  Sowerby  to 
Kir  by  Thore — on  one  occasion  myself  and  friend 
killed  68|lb.  between  us  in  two  days,  and  on  another 
single  day.  fishing  alone,  I  killed  twenty-eight  that 
weighed  18^lb.  ;  both  these  catches  were  made  with 
the  cockspur  worm.  Mr.  Furness,  the  landlord  of 
the  King's  Arms,  rents  this  length,  and  gives  leave 
to  fish  to  anglers  staying  in  his  house  ;  thus  grayling 
fishing  during  the  winter  months  brought  visitors 
which  he  otherwise  would  never  have  seen.  The 
question  is  now,  will  it  be  worth  while  journeying 
so  far  after  this  netting  has  taken  place  ?  I  can 
only  say  that  if  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  had 
permitted  such  a  thing  there  would  have  been  a 
fine  outcry  among  the  grayling  fishers  of  York- 
shire. There  is  one  thing  to  be  said — namely, 
that  this  fish  is  a  very  difficult  one  to  net,  and  I 
shall  visit  the  water  once  more  when  the  proper 
time  comes,  and  will  then,  with  your  permission, 
Mr.  Editor,  relate  my  experiences,  Appleby  is 
another  good  grayling  station  on  the  Eden,  and  as 
Mr.  Jno.  Halifax,  landlord  of  the  Tufton  Arms, 
has  rented  the  whole  of  Lord  Hothfield's  water  in 
that  district,  with  the  exception  of  the  length 
immediately  adjacent  to  the  Castle,  there  is  plenty 
of  scope  for  the  angler  either  with  fly  or  bait. 
The  accommodation  at  the  Tufton  Arms  is  most 
excellent,  Mr.  Halifax  doing  all  in  his  power  to 
make  you  feel  at  home.  Below  the  town  the 
water  alternates  in  streams  and  deeps,  there  being 
some  typical  grayhng  scours ;  but  above  for  fully 
a  m.le  and  a  half  the  water  is  deep  and  sluggish, 
but  affords  happy  hunting  grounds  for  the  bottom 
fisher  pure  and  simple  ;  at  Ormside,  where  there  is 
a  station,  the  streams  recommence,  and  there  are 
some  beautiful  swims  right  up  to  Warcop  on  the 
N.E.R.,  where  free  fishing  may  also  be  obtained 
by  staying  at  the  inn.  Grayling  take  flv  very  well 
on  the  Eden  during  September  and  October, 
Bradshaw's  Fancy  being  a  special  favourite.  Dark 
Needle,  Poult  Bloa  (with  rusty  body).  Blue 
Hawk  (with  apple  green  body),  the  Witch 
and  Waterhen  Bloa  are  also  good  killers. 
I  can  well  recollect  the  Eden,  and  had  fished  it  for 
years,  when  there  was  not  a  single  grayling  from 
one  end  to  the  other ;  so  far  as  I  recollect  they 
were  introduced  about  the  year  1882  in  the  Kirkby 
Stephen  district,  I  had  often  remarked  long  before 
that,  even  in  the  pages  of  this  paper,  that  it  was 
a  river  admirably  adapted  to  them,  and  therefore 
when  I  heard  about  the  experiment  I  watched  the 
course  of  events  with  great  interest.  For  a  couple 
of  years  I  could  hear  nothing  about  them  at  all, 
and  then  I  heard  tell  of  the  capture  of  one  at 
Warcop  and  then  of  one  at  Kirby  Thore.  After 
that  there  was  no  doubt  that  they  had  multiplied 
rapidly,  and  until  this  insane  netting  of  them  out, 
it  was  a  grayling  paradise ;  neither  did  the  trout 
suffer,  such  an  idea  is  absolute  tomfoolery.  Have 
they  not  existed  side  by  side  in  the  crystal  waters 
of  Derbysliire's  chief  streams,  the  Wye,  Derwent, 
and  Dove,  since  the  time  of  Izaak  Walton  and 
Chas.  Cotton ;  of  Yorkshire's  chief  streams,  the 
Wharfe,  Yore,  and  Swale ;  and  at  those  two 
belauded  stations  on  the  Teme,  Leintwardine  and 
Tenbury ;  have  they  not  inhabited  the  River  Wharfe 
since  the  days  of  Turner,  when  he  paid  long  visits 
to  Farnley  Hall,  where  the  choicest  collection  of 
his  works  can  be  found  to-day,  and  still  there,  in 
all  these  rivers  they  exist  to-day  side  by  side, 
same  as  they  did  in  the  days  of  yore ;  how  can 
the  grayhng  harm  the  trout?  is  the  question 
that  I  would  ask.  In  the  first  place,  the  trout 
invariably  ascend  the  tributaries  to  spawn,  where 
there  are  any  to  ascend,  but  the  grayling  at  that 
time  are  in  the  main  river  and  do  not  follow 
them.  In  April  and  May  the  grayling  spawn  on  the 
shallows  in  the  main  river,  and  there  are  hundreds 
of  trout — mind  you,  then  in  good  condition — 
snapping  up  the  ova  as  fast  as  it  is  shed.  I  have 
watched  them  for  hours,  so  there  is  no  denying 
that  fact. 

Then  point  No.  2.  No  man  in  his  senses  would 
go  out  for  a  day's  grayling  fishing  armed  with 
minnow  only,  though  ho  might  for  trout.  Grayling 
do  occasionally  take  the  minnow,  but  very,  very 
seldom,  and  then,  as  a  rule,  only  in  their  spawning 
time;  t'hen  it  follows  naturally  that  very  few  trout 
fry  will  be  annexed  by  Salmo  thymallus,  but  what 
price  the  fry  of  the  latter  by  the  voracious  trout  ? 

No.  The  chief  reason  of  the  ascendency  of  the 
grayling  oyer  trout  must  lie  in  the  fact  that  where 


there  is  one  grayling  fisher  there  are  ten  trout 
fishers,  and  I  cannot  adduce  a  bettor  proof  to  my 
argument  than  the  following : — 

In  the  year  1881  I  made  the  only  angling  bet 
with  respect  to  myself  that  I  ever  made  in  my  life, 
and  that  was  with  Mr.  R.  E.  CoUinson,  who  at 
that  time  was  landlord  of  the  Unicorn  Hotel  at 
Ripon.  In  the  following  year  I  stayed  at  that 
hostelry  in  company  with  our  worthy  Editor,  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston,  whom  I  then  met  personally  for 
the  first  time,  and  who  had  journeyed  all  the  way 
from  the  Metropolis  to  Ripon  in  order  to  fish  a 
friendly  match  with  that  redoubtable  angler  yclepj; 
"The  Raven";  however,  that  by  the  way.  Mr. 
CoUinson  made  a  bet  with  me  that  I  could  not  catch 
with  worm  in  November  56lb.  of  grayhng  in  a  week. 
I  only  stipulated  that  it  should  be  for  a  sum  worth 
ray  while  wasting  a  week  over,  and  in  the  end  he 
bet  me  20  to  1  in  sovereigns ;  to  cut  a  long  story 
short,  I  killed  56lb.  of  grayling  and  a  bit  over  in 
four  days,  and  then  went  to  the  Costa  in  East 
Yorks  and  killed  another  18^1  b.  Now,  at  that 
time  the  river  Yore  at  Tanfield  was  open  to  any- 
one staying  at  the  Bruce  Arms,  as  Mr.  Marston 
knows,  for  aftei  his  experience  of  "  The  Raven  "• 
and  his  playful  little  ways,  he  journeyed  on  there 
and  enjoyed  good  sport,  but  at  the  present  time 
the  water  is  strictly  preserved  by  a  first-class  club, 
which  turns  in  5000  fine  yearhng  trout  every  year, 
and  has  kept  that  up  continuously  for  ten  years — 
what  is  the  result  ?  Where  there  were  ten  grayling 
twelve  years  ago  there  is  one  now,  and  no  one 
than  myself  is  a  better  judge,  as  I  have  fished  the 
water  since  I  was  twelve  years  old — when  there 
was  no  railway  station  within  seven  miles — thus  I 
contend  that  in  this  case  the  trout  have  undoubtedly 
ousted  the  grayling. 

There  are  very  few  men  who  will  stand  the  dis- 
comforts of  a  November  or  December  day  spent  on 
the  river,  but  the  true  grayling  enthusiast  glories 
in  the  sport,  and  when  he  returns  home  at  night 
with  a  light  heart  and  a  heavy  creel,  he  simply 
laughs  at  those  of  his  family  who  are  huddled  over 
the  fire,  and  who  remark  to  him  as  he  enters  the 
room,  "  Why  you  must  be  almost  frozen  to 
death!"-  [To  he  continued.) 


FISH  CULTUEE. 


The  manager  of  the  Norton  Fishery,  neai 
Baldock,  Herts,  in  sending  the  excellent  illustrated 
prospectus  and  price  Ust  of  the  fishery,  says : — 

"  Last  season  was  an  exceptionally  good  one,  wt 
having  run  out  of  a  large  stock  of  yearling  and 
two-year-old  farios  and  rainbows.  The  latter 
certainly  seem  to  be  coming  into  favour  again,  not 
only  for  lakes  and  ponds,  but  also  small  streams 
which  can  be  fenced.  I  know  one  stream  in 
particular  which  we  stocked  where  these  fish  have 
stayed  in  the  same  place  for  nearly  two  years, 
having  spawned  on  some  gravel  close  by,  and  their 
fry  have  been  watched  all  this  summer.  Surely 
this  goes  to  prove  the  rainbow,  grand  fish  that  he 
is,  has  come  to  stay." 

Always  glad  to  hear  of  success  with  the  rainbowj 
Except  in  the  case  of  Herr  Jaffe's  fish,  this  is  the 
first  instance  I  have  heard  of  where  rainbow  fry, 
bred  in  a  wild  state,  have  been  seen  in  Europe. 

"This  fishery  is  situated  on  the  River  Ivel,  which 
rises  near  Baldock.  The  proprietors  own  or  rent 
about  two  miles  from  the  source  northwards  as  fai 
as  Radwell  Lake,  the  outlet  of  which  is  securely 
screened.  Flooding  on  this  river  is  quite  un- 
known, being  effectively  guarded  against  by  an 
elaborate  system  of  screens.  A  number  of  natural 
springs  along  its  course  afford  a  large  and  nevei 
failing  supply  of  water,  all  of  which  can  be  utilised 
for  fishery  purposes,  as  three  mills  on  this  stretch 
are  not  now  used,  and  belong  to  the  proprietors  ol 
the  fishery.  The  supply  of  natural  fish  food  in  thia 
river  is  phenomenal ;  and  besides  this,  large  ponds 
are  set  apart  for  growing  shellfish  and  sbrimpB, 
planted  with  watercress  and  other  aquatic  plants. 
An  illustrated  description  of  the  river  and  ponde 
will  be  found  in  the  prospectus.  Visitors  and 
intending  purchasers  are  cordially  invited  to  view 
the  fishery,  which  is  only  one  hour's  journey  from 
King's  Cross. 

"The  'fresh -water  snail'  and  •  fresh- watei 
shrimp'  are  specially  recommended  for  waters 
which  are  about  to  be  stocked  as  they  form  the 
best  natural  food  for  trout,  and  without  which  tht 
fish  will  never  attain  to  any  size.  All  kinds  ol 
water-plants,  moUuBca,  and  crustaceans  supplied,  -' 
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THE  TENTH  INTEENATIONAL  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOURNAMENT,  JULY  22  AND  23,  1904. 


Cr.  BALANCE  SHEET.  Dr.- 


£    s.  d. 

Cash  paid  out  by  ilr.  J.  T.  Emery, 
Hon.  Sec,  as  per  his  detailed  account     29    2  2 

Amount  of  Cups,  etc.,  supplied  by 


Messrs.  Hamilton  &  Co.  to  order  of 

Crj^tal  Palace  Co   . .      25    0  0 

Paid  Messrs.  Hamilton  &  Co.  for  Cups, 
in  excess  of  amount  allowed  by 
Crystal  Palace  Co   7    7  6 

Professionals'  prizes  paid  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  Hon.  Treasurer  : — 

Competition  A— £3,  £2,  £1  . ,     . .  6  0  0 

C      „    6  0  0 

D      „       „    ..    ..  6  0  0 

H     „       „    ..     ..  6  0  0 

S— £3,  £2   5  0  0 

Entrance  Fees  paid  to  Crystal  Palace  Co.     22  15  0 

-Cheque  Book   021 

♦Extra  cost  of  one  Silver  Cup    . .     . .       0    3  0 

Balance  handed  to  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society   0  10  6 


£114   0  3 


*  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  won  the  third  prize  in  com- 
petitions A,  C,  and  D,  value  £1  each,  and  preferred 
a  silver  cup,  which  cost  £3  3s.  In  addition  to  the 
donations  in  cash  which  appear  on  the  balance 
sheet,  a  considerable  number  of  valuable  prizes  in 
various  forms  (in  all  cases  very  much  appreciated 
by  the  winners)  were  presented  by  several  firms 
particularly  interested  in  angling  as  a  sport,  and 
by  other  friends  who  had  the  welfare  of  the  under- 
taking at  heart.  All  the  prizes  have  been  acknow- 
ledged in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
the  committee  have  to  thank  those  who  so  very 
materially  assisted  by  their  generous  gifts  in  making 
the  Tournament  of  1904  so  successful.  The 
balance  of  lOs.  6d.  has  been  handed  to  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  and  it  is  hoped  that  that 
society  will  add  to  that  small  item  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  "will"  that  could  not,  by  force  of 
circumstances,  be  the  substantial  "deed.'- 


At  a  final  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  at  the 
offices  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Company,  14,  Victoria- 
street,  Westminster,  on  Sept.  22,  the  hon.  secretary 
presented  a  statement  of  receipts  and  expenses. 
Dr.  P.  .1.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Saville  Thomas  were 
appointed  auditors,  and  having  examined  and 
checked  the  various  items,  the  balance-sheet,  as 
given  herewith,  was  duly  passed. 

Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues  proposed,  and  Mr.  A.  C. 
Kent  seconded,  that  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be 
accorded  to  Mr.  Marston  and  Mr.  Emery  for  the 
time  and  care  they  had  devoted  towards  carrying 
the  tournament  through  to  a  successful  issue. 

Mr.  Marston,  in  replying,  referred  to  the 
generosity  of  the  prize  givers,  not  only  in  money 
but  in  goods,  as  having  greatly  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  whole  affair. 

Mr.  Emery  said  that  although  the  many  details 
of  the  tournament  had  undoubtedly  entailed  a  lot 
of  work  and  lime,  it  had  been  altogether  a  labour 
of  love,  and  although,  as  Mr.  Skues  had  very 
kindly  stated,  Mr.  Marston  and  himself  had  devoted 
themsolves  to  the  work,  it  must  not  be  overlooked 
that  several  members  of  the  committee,  as  well 
as  outside  friends,  gave  very  great  practical 
assistance  on  both  days  of  the  tournament,  and  he 
thought  the  experience  they  had  gained  would  bo 
most  useful  in  the  future^ 


£    s.  d. 

Cash  received  by  Hon.  Secretary:  — 

Entrance  Fees  (as  per  Books)  . .     . .  22  15  0 

Donations— Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley     . .  2    2  0 

A.  B.  1   10  0 

„          Mr.  Saville  Thomas     . .  10  0 

Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman   . .  10  0 

,,          Lord  Breadalbane       . .  10  0 

Mr.  F.  Hodder  Bass    . .  110 

Mr.  C.  A.  Payton . .    ..  2    2  0 

„          Mr.  A.  Hewes      . .    . .  0    5  0 

"  The  Baron "     ....  110 

Mr.  Algernon  Brent    . .  110 

Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson       . .  2    2  0 

Mr.  W.  R.  ElUs    . .     . .  2    2  0 

Mr.  A.  C.  Kent    . .    . .  110 

Received  for  Programmes      . .    . .  0   0  3 

Cash  received  by  the  Hon.  Treasurer:  — 

Crystal  Palace  Company   25   0  0 

Crystal  Palace  Company  (order  for 

Cups)   25    0  0 

The  Fishmongers'  Company   . .     . .  10  10  0 

Proprietors  of  the  Field   .'5    0  0 

The  Fishing  Gazette   5    0  0 

Mr.  Samuel  Allcock   2    2  0 

"Buckbean"    100 

Mr.  D.  E.  C.  Muir    0  10  0 


£114    0  3 


MESSES.  FAEEOW  AND  JACKSON. 


Messrs.  Fareow  and  Jackson,  of  16,  Great 
Tower-street,  and  8,  Haymarket,  London,  send  us 
a  well  and  fully  illustrated  price-list  of  their 
manufactures,  which  are  of  world-wide  fame,  and 
include  iron  wine-bins  and  cellar  and  decanting 
requisites  of  all  kinds.  Hotel  proprietors,  wine 
merchants,  and  all  who  use  wines,  beers,  and 
aerated  waters,  will  find  this  catalogue  most  useful 
as  giving  the  latest  and  best  inventions  connected 
with  the  business.  The  illustrations  include  cork- 
screws of  all  kinds  and  cork-drawing  machines, 
plated  corks,  drinking  flasks,  and  tongs  for  taking 
off  the  necks  of  old  port  wine  bottles,  wine-bins, 
glassware,  decanters,  etc.,  etc.  The  amount  of 
ingenuity  which  has  been  applied  to  the  production 
of  the  things  in  this  catalogue  is  astounding. 


A  BEIEP  HOUE  WITH  THE 
EOACH. 


A  VERY  strong  sedative  was  most  urgently  needed 
after  temper-trying  days  spent  searching  for  gray- 
ling which  were  almost  non-existent,  and  casting 
the  fraudulent  fly  on  waters  which  were,  as  Pat 
would  say,  too  frequently  all  weeds  and  rushes, 
mud  and  gravel  And  what,  we  opined,  could 
better  induce  to  calmness  of  the  nervous  system 
and  a  healthy  frame  of  mind  than  a  quiet  time 
with  rutilus,  always  assuming  that  the  latter  was 
of  such  a  size  as  to  be  really  worth  the  trouble  of 
catching.  The  roach  of  the  Colne  came  fully  up  to 
our  high  ideal  in  point  of  shape,  weight,  and  fight- 
ing qualities,  and  on  a  certain  not  too  promising 
morning  we  found  ourselves  on  the  banks  of  a 
lovely  stretch  of  that  well-known  and  tishful  river 
situated  in  Buckinghamshire.  But  over  our  opera- 
tions from  nine  in  the  morning  until  five  in  the 
afternoon  we  draw  a  mournful  veil.  At  the  first 
named  hour  it  commenced  to  drizzle.  This  state  of 
things  continued  almost  without  intermission  until 
nearly  the  close  of  the  day.  being  varied  only  by 
occasional  complete  downpours  of  rain.  Covered 
by  the  best  mackintosh  Andersons'  ever  produced, 
the  most  enthusiastic  sportsman  could  not  have 
faced  the  depressing  weather.  The  rain  drops  had 
a  nasty  knack  of  trickling  down  the  neck ;  the  fine 
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silk  line  adhered  to  the  rod  and  refused  to  run ; 
and,  more  important  than  all,  the  roach  were  not  in 
a  taking  humour.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
odd  moments  when  there  were  temporary  lulls  in 
the  visitation  of  Jupiter  Pluvius,  eight  mortal  hours 
were  spent  killing  time,  consuming  a  too  liberal 
quantity  of  Craven,  and  generally  being,  or  appear- 
ing, as  jolly  under  adverse  circumstances  as  pos- 
sible, waiting  for  the  improvement  in  weather 
which  the  meteorological  office  had  forecast  for  the 
evening.  Not  until  an  hour  before  sunset  was 
there  any  change  to  speak  of.  Then  there  appeared 
a  welcome  break  in  the  clouds,  the  rain  stopped 
entirely,  and  the  water  coming  down  just  a  trifle 
discoloured,  we  hoped  and  anticipated  that  the 
roach  would  be  eager  for  food,  and  that  we,  after 
all,  should  be  able  to  show  something  as  the  result 
of  our  Colne  trip. 

A  favourite  eddy  of  not  more  than  three  feet 
extreme  depth,  and  nine  yards  in  circumference, 
was  selected  as  being  the  most  likely  place  where 
the  roach  would  congregate,  as  the  rest  of  the 
water  hereabouts  was  shallow  and  intensely  weedyv 
A  fringe  of  sedges  served  as  a  capital  screen,  and 
enabled  us  to  manipulate  the  swim  thoroughly 
without  being  observed  by  its  wary  occupants. 
To  faciUtate  the  landing  of  fish  caught  there  was 
an  opening  in  the  line  of  sedge,  evidently  the  work 
of  a  previous  angler,  through  which  any  roach,  dace, 
or  chub  when  played  out  could  be  drawn  in  and 
netted.  We  employed  for  bait  bread-crust,  as  we 
always  do,  summer,  autumn,  and  winter,  on  the 
Colne.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  most  killing  lure  in 
this  river  at  all  times.  The  cubes  were  cut  dry 
and  placed  in  a  tin  box.  Water  was  poured  on 
them,  and  after  remaining  for  a  few  seconds  the 
receptacle  was  emptied  of  the  liquid.  The  box  was 
closed  for  five  minutes  and  the  cubes  were  ready 
for  the  hook.  TheS^  were  very  tiny  morsels — not 
the  huge  half  or  three-quarter  inch  pieces  we  have 
seen  some  roach  fishers  affect.  The  neatest  tackle 
procurable  was  employed.  The  bottom  was  of 
Pickersgill's  fine  but  wonderfully  strong  hair,  and 
the  hook  No.  14  Model  Perfect  shape— terrors  in 
regard  to  penetrating  and  holding  powers.  For 
float  we  had  a  peacock  quill,  peculiarly  sensitive,  but 
carrying  a  fair  number  of  small  shot.  A  few  pieces 
of  ground-bait,  bran  and  bread,  were  cast  in  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  fish  in  the  eddy — not 
in  hard  balls,  be  it  remarked,  but  loosely,  so  that 
the  particles  would  quickly  separate  and  "waltz 
round"  the  eddy.  The  first  cast  was  a  success^ 
Hardly  had  the  tell-tale  assumed  the  perpendicular, 
when  under  it  went  without  hesitation.  "  A  chub," 
we  mentally  observed,  but  it  was  not  a  loggerhead 
after  all.  In  lieu  we  grassed  a  lovely  roach  a 
couple  of  ounces  over  the  pound  weight.  The 
second  essay  produced  another  bite,  hardly  of  such 
a  lightning  character  as  the  initial  one,  and  another 
heavy  fish  was  on.  Something,  however,  caused 
the  roach  to  stick  fast  in  the  hole,  and  we  recalled 
the  circumstance  (which  for  the  nonce  we  had 
forgotten)  that  in  the  very  centre  of  the  eddy  there 
was  a  dangerous  stump,  probably  the  remains  of  a 
post  fixed  there  a  few  years  ago  in  order  to  prevent 
the  spot  being  netted  by  the  poaching  fraternity. 
The  fish  had  evidently  got  round  this  obstruction. 
Gentle  treatment  failed  to  move  the  former,  and  as 
the  best  hair  that  ever  came  from  out  a  stallion's 
tail  could  not  battle  successfully  against  a  fixture 
in  the  bed  of  a  river,  we  had  to  sacrifice  the  line. 
A  fresh  bottom  carried  in  the  tackle-case,  and 
already  shotted,  was  soon  got  into  working  order, 
and  a  new  start  made.  We  were  particularly 
careful  of  the  stump,  and  lost  no  more  fines  after 
this  somewhat  unfortunate  interruption  to  sport. 
The  roach,  however,  had  not  been  frightened  in  the 
least  degree.  Nearly  every  cast  produced  a  bite, 
and  the  landinat-net  was  exceedingly  busy  for  a 
lull  hour  by  the  mill  clock.  For  these  sixty 
minutes  the  rain  had  held  off,  and  the  roach  bit 
furiously.  The  number  of  fish  taken  in  the  time 
mentioned  was  nearly  three  dozen;  five  were  dace 
of  good  proportions,  one  a  bleak,  and  a  very  large 
one,  the  remainder  being  a  level  lot  of  fine  roach. 
The  majority  of  the  latter  went  12oz.  apiece,  the 
best  half-dozen  retained  scaling  6lb.  4oz.  by  the 
steelyards.  At  six  p.m.  a  terribly  black  cloud 
loomed  upon  the  horizon.  This  gradually  increased 
in  size,  and  again  a  drizzling  rain  commenced 
falling.  The  roach  shut  up  absolutely,  and  packing 
up  our  traps  hurriedly  we  adjourned  to  the  nearest 
inn,  feeling  that  our  indomitable  patience  had  been 
well,  but  all  things  considered  perhaps  not  too 
generously,  rewarded.  The  Chiei^ 


Examined  with  vouchers  and  found  correct, 

Percy  Jno.  Spencer  \  a  j;  R.  B.  Marston,  Chairman: 

Saville  Thomas  i 
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FISHING  IN  NASSAU. 

THE  AAR. 

It  may  be,  brother  angler,  that  you  are  a  family 
man,  also  that  when  spending  your  summer  with 
your  favourite  trout,  you  also  like  to  be  with  your 
family.  Such  being  the  case,  you  may  find  it  difficult 
to  select  a  spot  good  for  your  own  sport,  and  at  the 
same  time  amusing  to  your  belongings.  The  wilds 
of  Exmoor  may  be  very  charming  to  the  contem- 
plative angler,  but  to  a  lively  wife  and  daughters 
just  coming  out  a  summer  in  such  a  place  is  nothing 
more  than  a  penance,  for  to  them  the  wild  moorland, 
with  hardly  a  living  creature  but  the  heron  or  the 
water  ousel  to  disturb  its  silence,  is — well,  a  beastly 
bore  !  So  if  you  would  get  bright  looks  from  your 
daughters  and  bright  sport  for  yourself,  turn  up  your 
Bradshaw,  and  entrain  for  the  fashionable  Nassau 
watering-place,  Langenscliwalbach.  Schwalbach,  as  it 
is  called  for  short,  is  one  hour  by  train  from  Wies- 
baden. You  can.  therefore,  take  the  8  p.m.  train  from 
London  via  the  Hook  of  Holland  or  Ostend,  and  you 
can  be  in  Schwalbach  the  following  aft<irnoon  at 
4  p.m.  The  fare  is  about  £2  5s.,  second  class  (most 
people  travel  second  in  Germany).  Once  at 
Schwalbach  you  go  to  the  Hotel  Metropole,  kept  by 
Herr  Herbster,  who  has  the  fishing  rights  of  over 
ten  miles  of  the  River  Aar.  Herr  Herbster  speaks 
English  fluently,  as  well  he  may,  seeing  that  the 
Metropole  is  the  English  hotel  in  Schwalbach,  and  is 
very  lai-gely  patronised  by  our  better  classes.  You 
will  be  very  comfortable  here,  as  he  is  an  excellent 
host.  Schwalbach  has  many  attractions  for  young 
people,  a  fine  Kurhaus  with  reading  rooms  (English 
and  foreign  papers),  a  chess  room,  restaurant,  and 
small  theatre,  and  a  dancing  hall,  where  fortnightly 


Tuii  Aak  :  Kurhaus,  Schwalbach. 

reunions  are  given.  There  are  lovely  public  grounds 
with  a  lake  and  boating,  tennis  courts,  with  an 
annual  tournament,  the  mineral  springs  (as  at  Hom- 
burg),  and  last,  but  not  least,  a  most  excellent  band 
which  jjlays  in  different  parts  of  the  Kuranlage  (or 
park)  three  times  daily.  The  air  of  Schwalbach  is 
jjure  and  mountainous,  being,  as  it  is,  1000ft.  above 
the  sea.  So  much  for  your  wife  and  your  young 
people. 

The  Aar  is  a  brisk  little  river  running  through  the 
beautiful  Aarthal.  It  is  full  of  nice  fish,  and  you 
may  often  secure  a  pounder,  and  occasionally  a 
2-pounder.  Generally  speaking,  the  trout  average 
four  or  five  to  the  pound.  The  Germans  are  im- 
proving every  year  in  their  fishing,  and  rivers  that 
were  not  long  ago  let  ("  Verpachtet ")  for  a  few 
shillings  now  fetch  at  the  three-yearly  Government 
auctions  a  good  many  pounds.  But  your  German 
as  yet  but  seldom  uses  the  fly — only  the  worm — 
though  some  few  are  beginning  to  do  so,  so  that  the 
lish  are  not  shy,  and  there  is  no  need  for  fishing 
"  dry  fly,"  though  on  occasion  it  is  useful  in  the  hot 
summer  months,  for  which  purpose  there  is  nothing 
to  equal  celluloid  flies.  So  you  can  use  wet  flies  of  a 
respectable  size,  which  would  make  a  chalk  stream 
angler  shudder.  Nos.  10  or  11  old  scale  seems  a 
useful  size,  and  the  flies  are  the  usual  ones — Red 
Palmer,  March  Brown,  Red  Ant,  Red  and  Blue 


Uprights,  and  Wickham,  not  forgetting  my  favourite. 
Governor,  tied  with  a  lot  of  orange  silk  and  red 
hackle  and  no  wing,  varied  by  black  ribbing  over 
the  yellow  to  make  a  wasp,  and  in  the  evening  the 
same  fly  with  a  white  wing.  With  these  two  flies  I 
have  several  times  liad,  say,  twenty-five  fish,  weighing 
8lb.  or  so,  in  a  few  hours — and  in  July,  too  !  In  early 
summer  the  Black  Hawthorn  is  very  deadly.  A 
beautifully-kept  road,  nearly  level,  runs  parallel  to 
the  Aar  from  above  Schwalbach  to  Limburg,  and 
if  you  are  a  cyclist  you  can  reach  your  pet  spots 


The  Aak  at  Hohenstein. 

easily  enough,  leaving  your  bicycle  at  one  of  the 
numerous  mills,  or,  indeed,  by  the  side  of  the  roid, 
though  perhaps  tliis  is  a  bit  risky.  If  you  do  not 
cycle  there  are  several  railway  stations  you  can  go 
to,  a  mile  or  two  apart,  and  all  on  Herr  Herbster's 
water,  as  the  railway  also  runs  parallel  to  the  river. 
In  this  way  you  can  vary  your  fishing  from  day  to 
day,  not  needing  to  fish  the  same  water  more  than 
once  in  three  or  four  days. 

Should  you  care  to  try  another  reach  of  the  Aar 
lower  down  you  should  go  to  the  Hotel  Burg- 
Hohenstein,  kept  by  Herr  Kessler,  about  five  miles 


The  Aar:  Grand  old  Ruin  of  Hohenstein. 

below  Schwalbach.  The  Aar  at  this  point  belongs 
to  Herr  Herbster,  but  you  can  lunch  at  Kessler's 
Hotel,  if  you  are  fishing  that  part  of  the  river,  and  a 
very  good  luncii  he  gives  you  for  about  Is.  6d.  The 
hotel  lies  by  the  river,  and  above  it  towers  the 
beetling  crag  on  which  tlie  ruined  old  robber 
baron's  (German,  "Reuter  Ritter")  Castle  of 
Hohenstein  looms  out  agamst  the  sky.  This  is  a 
favourite  resort  of  summer  visitors  to  Schwalbach, 
who  drive  out  and  ascend  to  the  ruin  and  have 
luncheon  or  coffee  in  the  restaurant  within  the  ruin. 


Nassau  has  many  of  these  feudal  castles,  but  none] 
finer  either  from  size  or  position  than  Hohenstein.) 
Herr  Kessler's  part  of  the  Aar  is  at  Michelbach,  two! 
railway  stations  lower  down,  and  you  may  get  somej 
good  sport  there.     There  are  also  chub  in  the  Aaq 
which  take  the  fly.    Altogether  in  two  seasons 
had  over  2000  trout  and  800  chub.     You  must 
throw  them  in  under  8in.,  so  the  sport  is  not  so  badji 
and  the  river  is  restocked  every  year.    The  neigh- 
bouring brooks  running  into  the  Aar  are  worth  al 
visit,  particularly  after  rain  with  a  worm,  as  they  are  J 
rather  small  for  a  fly.  Artful  old  fellows  of  a  pound! 
or  so  often  lie  under  the  grassy  banks  ready  to 
pounce  at  any  approaching  lure.    It  is  a  sight  tol 
see  a  regular  German  wormer  drop  his  Avorm  into 
one  of  these  brooks  but  a  foot  or  two  wide,  and  then, 
without  giving  the  trout  time  to  think  twice,  swing 
him  up  over  his  head  yards  high  on  to  the  meadow 
behind  him,  and  very  likely  a  fat  old  chap  of  over  a 
pound  !    Should  you  wish  to  see  the  romantic  valley 
of  the  Wisperthal,  Herr  Lange,  the  photographer  of 
Schwalbach,  if  properly  approached,  will  give  leave. 
He  owns  this  part  of  the  River  Wisper,  a  nice  little 
trout  stream,  and  also  the  shooting,  for  the  Wisper- 
thal is  the  home  of  the  roedeer  and  the  hare,  and  is 
most  picturesque,  and  well  worth  a  visit — and  good 
fish  are  in  it. 

Your  fishing  over,  nothing  is  more  pleasant  than 
to  return  to  London  by  the  Netherland  Rliine 
steamers,  sleeping  one  night  on  board  on  the  Rhine, 
and  the  next  night  exchanging  on  to  the  3000-ton 
steamer  of  the  Batavier  line,  owned  by  tlie  same 
company,  at  Rotterdam,  arriving  at  Tower  Bridge 
the  following  morning  at  8  a.m.  In  early  Septem- 
ber this  is  a  most  delightful  trip,  as  you  pass  all  the 
well-known  Rhine  bits — the  Lorelei  Rock,  the 
Ehrenfels,  Stolzenfels,  and  Mouse  Tower,  the 
Siebcngebirgc  and  picturesque  Kaub  and  Bacharach, 
and,  further  down,  Coblence,  Cologne,  I>ussel- 
dorf,  and  Dordrecht.  And  your  family  will  also 
have  had  a  good  time,  and  all  will  be  peace  and 
harmony  !  Very  different  to  what  it  might  have 
been  had  you  visited  an  Exmoor  stream — you  grum- 
bling because  the  water  was  low  and  there  were  no 
trout,  and  your  people  grumbling  because  their 
spirits  were  low,  and  they  had  had  no  company.  And 
once  having  been  to  Schwalbach  you  will  all  want 
to  go  again.  R.  Warren  Vernon. 


THE  SEASON  ON  THE  DAEENTH. 

On  the  whole  the  fishing  seems  to  have  been 
somewhat  better  than  last  year,  and  the  stream 
has  certainly  been  in  a  purer  state,  and  there  has 
generally  been  plenty  of  water.  Before  going  into 
further  details  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
about  an  action  (settled  some  months  ago),  in 
which  one  of  the  millers  was  charged  with  polluting 
the  river. 

I  was  present  at  the  trial,  and  found  it  most 
mteresting.  It  is  rather  curious  that  this,  my  first 
experience  as  a  witness  in  a  lawsuit,  should  find 
me  arrayed  against  the  side  to  which  my  sympathy 
is  naturally  attached. 

However,  a  subpoena  admits  no  excuse,  and  in 
this  particular  case  I  also  considered  the  mill 
owner  partly  in  the  right. 

The  charge  of  polluting  the  river,  for  which  his 
predecessor  had  been  fined,  on  a  previous  occasion, 
some  hundreds  of  pounds,  hardly  applied,  in  my 
opinion,  to  the  sending  down  when  clearing  out 
mill-dam  an  undue  quantity  of  ordinary  mud 
only  injurious  as  clogging  the  stream.  I  had  to 
prove  taking  a  number  of  trout,  one  day  not  ver 
long  after  the  incident,  from  a  part  of  the  rive 
below  the  point  at  which  the  mud  entered. 

The  resulting  fine,  of  £50  only,  probably  met  th 
case  fairly. 

All  this  only  remotely  concerns  the  Darenth, 
and  I  must  turn  to  my  diary  for  dry  records  as  to 
my  actual  sport  from  May  14  to  Sept.  17.  The 
first  evening  only  yielded  one  fish,  but  the  next 
occasion,  Whit-Monday,  was  a  red-letter  day  for 
the  lower  Darenth.  Five  brace  and  a  half  was  the 
score,  and  though  no  fish  quite  reached  a  pound, 
and  some  were  quite  small  and  had  to  be  returned, 
the  sport,  for  a  very  short  day,  was  lively, 
especially  as  I  was  broken  three  times.  One  of 
these  fish,  by  the  way,  was  no  monster,  as  he  came 
again  in  five  minutes,  and  I  landed  him  with  the 
other  Ohve  Dun  also  in  his  mouth.  He  was  under 
Jib.  An  evening  on  the  next  Saturday  was  also 
lively,  as  I  see  that  a  dozen  fish  were  hooked, 
though  only  four  were  landed.  The  Red  Quill  and 
the  Pale  OUve  accounted  for  theseg 
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After  this  east  wind  brought  my  average  to 
about  one  fish  an  evening  till  July  came  in.  I  got 
three  on  July  2  and  hooked  a  number.  After  this 
I  was  away  mostly  till  Sept.  3.  when  I  had  two  and 
a  half  brace,  chiefly  on  Coachman  and  Red  Palmer. 
The  best  fish  was  13oz.  I  did  little  more  till  the 
last  evening,  and  then,  after  toiling  for  two  hours 
in  vain,  had  a  satisfactory  wind  up  by  getting  a 
fish  which  had  defied  me  all  the  year.  I  had  him 
in  play  on  the  previous  evening  for  some  time,  and 
on  losing  him  (by  hold  giving)  put  him  down  as 
over  a  pound. 

It  was  the  last  chance  for  the  evening,  but  the 
moment  I  cast  there  was  a  flounce  and  a  struggle, 
which  attracted  another  angler  to  see  the  fun. 
He  offered  to  come  across  and  land  the  fish,  but 
in  another  minute  there  was  nothing  to  land ! 
The  fish,  or,  rather,  a  fish,  had  escaped.  Almost 
despairing  I  tried  once  more,  still  further  under  the 
dangerous  willow  (full  of  derelict  flies),  and  this 
time  there  was  no  mistake.    It  was  the  fish. 

A  moment's  grace  and  he  would  have  been 
among  the  roots  and  hopelessly  lost,  but  a  quick 
strain  before  he  could  turn  brought  him  into  the 
open,  and  though  he  got  back  within  an  inch  of 
his  holt  he  had  to  fight,  and  gradually  weakened, 
and  in  two  minutes  was  stranded  on  a  shallow  in 
mid-stream  and  secured. 

After  all  this  I'm  rather  ashamed  to  add  that  he 
was  but  httle  over  fib.  StiU,  it  was  a  good  finish 
for  the  season,  and  the  Sedge,  which  both  fish  took, 
scores  once  more. 

With  regard  to  weather  and  water  it  was  generally 
favourable,  though  the  stream  was  nearly  always 
quite  clear  in  spite  of  storms. 

On  the  upper  Darenth  fair  sport  (much  better, 
of  course,  than  mine)  has  been  had,  but  of  this  you 
.will  have  heard  from  others.      J.  Paul  Taylor. 

[I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  sending  tons  of  mud 
down  from  a  mill-dam  is  not  worse  than  turning  in 
bleach  and  poisoning  the  fish.  It  ought  to  be  so 
severely  punished  that  no  miller  would  think  of 
doing  anything  but  get  the  mud  out  on  his  own 
land.  If  all  did  this  regularly  our  rivers  would  be 
in  a  far  better  state. — Ed.]  ' 


PIKE  FISHING  ON  THE  THAMES. 


Pike  fishing  on  the  Thames  has  yielded  such 
poor  results  in  recent  years  that  many  anglers  have 
altogether  given  up  the  idea  of  spending  a  day  on 
the  river  in  search  of  these  fish  alone.  It  is  very 
seldom  that  one  sees  the  pike  fisher  at  work  in  the 
lower  reaches,  and  very  few  try  spinning  either 
from  the  bank  or  puDt.  From  Henley  upwards, 
however,  pike  afford  better  sport  and  are  con- 
sequently fished  for.  but  below  that  very  few  fish 
over  (Mb.  are  caught,  and  instead  of  the  angler 
devoting  his  attention  to  pike  alone  we  usually 
find  him  roach  fishing,  and  sometimes  with  a  jack 
float  or  paternoster  out  in  case  a  stray  pike  should 
work  into  the  swim.  This  general  absence  of  pike 
fishers  pure  and  simple  taken  into  conjunction 
with  the  abolition  of  trailing  has  had  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  number  of  jack  in  the  lower 
parte  of  the  river.  This  is  proved  by  the  number 
of  them  that  have  been  caught  lately  by  perch 
fishers.  A  medium-sized  gudgeon  on  a  paternoster, 
dropped  into  a  perch  hole,  has  generally  resulted 
in  a  small  jack  or  two  being  taken.  This  increase 
in  the  number  of  jack  is  a  good  sign  for  future 
pike  fishers,  but  at  p  esent  the  .majority  of  the  fish 
caught  have  been  small.  Still,  there  is  little  doubt 
that  if  one  devoted  the  whole  day  to  "jacking''* 
there  would  be  some  result  at  the  end.  And  it  is 
for  this  reason,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  river  is 
just  right  for  this  branch  of  angUng,  that  I  venture 
to  point  out  a  few  spots  where  jack  are  to  be 
fonnd  within  ea^y  reach  of  London. 

It  is  best  when  starting  out,  whether  one  intends 
to  fish  from  bank  or  punt,  to  travel  as  far  upstream 
a«  one  intends  to  go  and  then  fi.sh  downwards  ;  but 
for  the  purposes  of  this  article  the  best  places  to 
fish  may  be  set  forth  as  they  happen  to  be  near  to 
the  Metropolis.  Firstly,  I  do  not  recommend  fish- 
ing for  jack  below  Twickenham.  Here,  in  the  bend 
above  Pope's  Villa,  there  is  quiet  water  where  a  few 
jack  are  t<j  be  caught,  but  generally  the  fish  are  few 
and  far  between,  and  small  in  size.  The  next  spot 
Wgher  up  is  the  eddy  just  below  the  rollers  at 
Teddington  IahsV..  This  spot  can  bo  fished  from 
the  bank,  and  if  it  proves  a  blank  the  angler  has 


plenty  of  good  water  above  the  lock,  as  far  up  as 
the  danger  boards  The  best  baits  are  small  dace, 
about  4in.  long,  or  a  gudgeon  of  the  same  size.  A 
dozen  of  each  should  be  carried  for  a  day's  fishing, 
and  if  this  stock  is  exhausted,  it  is  possible  to 
purchase  more  from  professionals  at  Teddington 
landing  stage  across  the  suspension  bridge.  The 
weir  itself  is  probably  the  best  place  in  the  locality 
for  a  large  fish,  but  it  requires  either  a  boat  or  punt 
to  fish  it.  Its  reputation,  however,  attracts  a 
number  of  anglers  in  the  course  of  a  year,  but  the 
end  of  the  autumn  is  about  the  best  time,  or 
the  end  of  February.  The  proper  place  to  fish  at 
the  weir  is  in  the  large  deep  eddy  below  the 
closed  sluice-gates,  and  fairly  near  up  to  the  sill. 
Then  there  is  good  water  for  boat  fishing  above  the 
weir  itself  until  the  stream  gets  too  strong  for  the 
fish  to  remain  there.  All  along  the  bank  up  to  the 
half-mile  tree  the  bank  angler  has  a  good  depth  of 
quiet  water  to  fish,  whilst  the  slack  stream  below 
Tateham's  Island  generally  yields  a  fish  or  two  to 
the  puntsman,  and  the  deep  water  near  Teddington 
Recreation  Ground  is  a  good  spot.  The  largest 
fish  caught  in  recent  times  in  the  stretch  of  water 
already  alluded  to,  except  the  weir  pool,  was  taken 
in  the  deeps  off  the  recreation  ground,  and  scaled 
91b.  It  was  caught  on  a  paternoster  when  the 
angler  was  bream  fishing.  There  are  small  jack 
along  the  deep  water  by  the  Canbury  Promenade, 
but  as  this  is  the  rendezvous  of  the  roach  and 
bream  fisher  it  is  seldom  tried  for  jack. 

A  prettily  shaped  fish  was  taken  a  little  while  ago 
from  the  deep  hole  off  Burgoyne's  boatyard,  and 
several  pike  up  to  6Jlb.  have  been  taken  lately 
near  the  Queen's  Promenade  at  Kingston.  The 
fish  have  good  shelter  here  in  what  is  locally 
known  as  the  Town's  End  Hole,  a  deep,  quiet 
stretch  of  water.  A  small  dace  or  small  gudgeon 
has  been  found  the  best  bait,  used  on  a  paternoster, 
but  one  has  to  be  careful  that  the  fish,  when 
hooked,  does  not  foul  one  of  the  launch  cables.  A 
good  pike  is  said  to  be  at  the  tail  end  of  Raven's 
Ait,  and  yet  another  at  the  head  of  the  island. 
Then  the  whole  of  the  upper  part  of  the  water- 
works wall  is  worth  trying.  We  then  reach  Ditton, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  favourite  spots  of  the  local 
anglers.  The  best  time  to  fish  here,  however,  is 
after  a  heavy  push  of  water  has  driven  the  fish  in 
towards  Tate's  lawn,  and  has  then  cleared.  For 
the  bank  angler  there  is  an  eddy  above  and  below 
the  Swan  Ferry  steps,  and  also  near  the  head  of  the 
long  island.  From  here  it  is  best  to  go  on  to 
the  water-gallery  and  try  that.  If  a  boat  is  used 
the  slack  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mole  (on  the  upper 
side)  can  be  fished.  Then  row  to  the  eddy  below 
the  buttress  of  the  bridge  on  the  Hampton  Court 
side  of  the  river.  In  flood  time  a  good  number  of 
pike,  averaging  41b.  each,  work  up  the  back  bay. 

After  passing  through  the  lock  there  is  a  fine 
stretch  of  water  at  the  back  of  Tagg's  Island,  but 
it  is  well  fished.  The  stretch  extends  as  far  as 
Hampton,  and  is  quiet,  with  a  slow  stream  and 
plenty  of  shelter  for  the  fish.  A  half-day  might 
be  easily  spent  fishing  this  backwater,  and  the  other 
half  in  fishing  round  the  island  immediately  above 
Hampton  itself.  (The  back  part  of  the  island  is 
the  best.)  For  fishing  this  water,  however,  a  boat 
must  be  used.  There  is  not  much  chance  for  the 
bank  angler  until  half  way  up  to  Sunbury,  as  the 
water  is  so  shallow  at  the  side.  Then  there  is  a 
large  backwater,  which,  however,  is  only  worth 
fishing  in  flood  time.  About  400  yards  below  Sun- 
bury  Lock  there  is  a  quiet  water,  which  holds  jack, 
on  the  towpath  side,  and  then  just  below  the  lock 
itself  there  is  100  yards  or  so  of  deep,  still 
water.  The  stretch  above  the  lock  to  Shepper- 
ton  is,  however,  considered  better,  both  for  perch 
and  pike.  I  tried  this  with  a  small  spoon- 
bait on  Monday,  and  must  say  that  the  bank 
angler  has  some  excellent  places  to  fish  in  the 
bends  of  the  river.  From  Walton  Sale  (which 
fishes  well  in  flood  time)  up  to  Weybridge  there 
were  innumerable  deep  stretches  of  water  with 
either  eddies  or  quiet  stream.'  The  weeds  are 
nearly  all  down,  and  those  that  caused  any  incon- 
venience easily  broke  away.  I  was  out  with  Mr. 
A.  Drinkwater,  the  president  of  the  K.P.S.,  and 
we  had  a  most  enjoyable  five  hours'  spinning,  but 
the  fish  did  not  run  large.  I  was  informed  of  a 
large  pike  near  the  waterworks  and  tried  for  it  for 
half  an  hour,  but  a  small  spoon  would  not  tempt 
him.  The  water  in  the  locality  of  Shepperton  is 
fairly  good  at  times,  especially  at  the  back  of 
D'Oyley  Carte's  Island  and  up  the  backwater  at 
HalUday's  Holej  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


SEA  EOD  AND  TACKLE  EXHI- 
BITION AT  THE  BKITISH  SEA 
ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  of  this 
week  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
and  their  friends  had  an  excellent  chance  of  seeing 
the  very  latest  novelties  in  sea  rods  and  sea  tackle 
generally.  As  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge  the 
novelty  consists  chiefly  in  modifications  and 
improvements  of  well-known  articles.  Among  the 
firms  exhibiting  were  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co.,  Messrs.  Little  and  Co.,  Messrs; 
Holbrow,  Messrs.  Gamage  and  Co.,  Messrs.  Ander- 
son, Anderson,  and  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Thierry,  Ltd. 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson 
showed  a  selection  of  the  waterproof  goods  they 
make  for  sea  anglers,  including  their  excellent  felt- 
Hned  rubber  knee  boots,  with  non-slipping  soles 
and  heels  ;  in  my  experience  no  boots  are  so  warm 
and  comfortable  for  winter  fishing  as  these. 

Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.  are  always  to  the  front 
in  these  exhibitions,  and  increasing  their 
reputation  for  good,  sound,  practical  sea  fish- 
ing appliances  of  all  kinds,  in  fact  many  of 
their  things  have  become  so  popular  that  other 
houses  have  had  to  follow  suit.  Messrs.  Carter  are 
wisely  utilising  the  great  strength  of  split  cane 
for  sea  rods,  their  "Russell,"-  "Newton,"-  and 
"Margate"  Mullet  Rod  being  all  of  this  make. 
The  "Corfel'  rod  has  a  greenheart  butt  and  split- 
cane  top.  The  "  Margate  "  Mullet  Rod  is  excellent 
value  for  £2.  In  sea  lines  they  showed  verj^  fine 
hemp  lines,  and  in  reels  the  ?'New  Century--  Eton 
Reel  and  "  Nemo  "  Reel. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick,  made  a  special 
feature  of  the  "  Ebona"  Sea  Reel,  made  of  a  Hght 
and  tough  material,  the  metal  parts  of  hard  man- 
ganese, bronze  plated,  and  claimed  to  be  quite 
unaffected  by  salt  water.  This  reel  is  made  plain, 
also  with  special  brake  and  check  actions.  Their 
"  Ocean  "  and  "  Faro"  Sea  Reels  are  also  favourites, 
while  in  rods  they  showed  whole-cane  sea  rods  from 
7s.  Gd.  up  to  built-cane,  a  grand  rod,  at  47s.  6d. 
They  make  Tarpon  Rods  in  whole  and  built  cane, 
and  think  of  the  luxurious  sea  angler  in  offering  a 
folding  tubular  seat.  All  kinds  of  booms,  baits, 
hooks,  traces,  lines,  leads,  etc.,  for  sea  fishing  were 
exhibited  by  them. 

Messrs.  Holbrow  had  an  attractive  exhibit,  backed 
by  an  enormous  tarpon,  killed  on  one  of  their 
English-made  tarpon-rods.  In  make  and  quaUty 
their  goods  will  bear  comparison  with  the  best. 
They  have  a  new  cable-laid  sea-Une,  special  tarpon 
tackles,  cod  tackles,  etc. 

Messrs.  Carnage's  fist  of  sea  fishing  customers 
is  constantly  increasing,  and  they  had  a  most 
creditable  show  of  greenheart  and  split-cane  sea 
rods  of  different  styles — their  two-joint  spHt-cane, 
fitted  with  agate  rings,  will  suit  sea  anglers  who 
want  a  light  and  yet  strong  rod;  the  amount  of 
strength  required  in  a  sea  rod  depends  a  good  deal 
on  the  strength  of  the  tides  the  angler  has  to  fish 
in  and  the  weights  he  must  use  to  get  his  bait  to 
the  fish  and  keep  it  there.  Messrs.  Gamage  a'so 
show  greenheart  and  split-cane  rods  fitted  with 
short  butt  and  with  bridged  procelain  rings  ;  also  a 
cheap  mahoe  and  greenheart  rod,  and  a  variety  of 
good  reels,  lines,  booms,  etc. 

Messrs.  G.  Little  &  Co.  always  have  a  good  show. 
This  time  it  includes  a  greenheart  boat  rod  which  can 
be  used  in  one,  two,  or  three  lengths  ;  a  hght  cane 
sea  rod  with  five  tops  for  boat,  pier,  and  rock  fish- 
ing ;  a  polished  wood  box  for  a  complete  sea  outfit ; 
ditto  for  complete  set  of  leads ;  Bates'  patent 
automatic  release  lead  ;  Geen's  pollack  tackles  and 
trace;  and  a  neat  mahogany  cabinet  to  hold  192 
salmon,  sea-trout,  and  bass  flies. 

A  leather  sea-fishing  knee-boot,  much  in  favour 
with  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
is  the  B.S.A.  fishing  boot,  made  by  Messrs.  N. 
Thierry,  Ltd.,  of  48,  Gresham-street,  and  also  at 
Manchester  and  Liverpool.  These  boots  in  black 
leather  at  25s.  and  brown  at  38s.  are  wonderfully 
good  value. 

The  exhibition  was  on  a  more  extensive  scale  than 
previously,  and  did  the  committee  and  secretary 
great  credit ;  if  it  gets  much  larger,  a  larger  room 
will  be  required.  That  it  was  appreciated  was  shown 
by  the  very  full  attendance  of  members  of  the 
society,  anxious  to  see  a  collect  on  cf  all  the  most 
up-to-date  appUances  for  sea  ang  ing.     R.  B.  M, 


282 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


October  15,  1904 


FISHING  IN  AEGENTINA. 


The  following  notes  about  fishing  in  Argentina 
are  from  a  well  written  and  charmingly  illustrated 
booklet  by  Captain  W.  J.  P.  Benson,  F.R.G.S., 
entitled,  "To  the  South  Pacific  Across  the  Andes." 
It  is  published  in  connection  with  the  Captain's 
very  popular  lecture  entertainment,  illustrated  by 
over  100  lantern  slides,  particulars  of  which  may 
be  had  of  the  Lecture  Agency,  Ltd.,  the  Outer 
Temple,  Strand,  London. 

"  There  is  excellent  sport  to  be  had  in  Argentina 
with  both  rod  and  gun. 

"  Within  forty  minutes'  railway  ride  of  Buenos 
Aires — that  is  to  say,  on  the  Tigre,  or  on  any  of 
the  little  rivers  forming  the  delta  of  the  Parana — 
there  is  capital  fishing  to  be  had.  The  most  sporting 
fish  is  the  dorado,  a  big  goldfish,  running  up  to 
401b.  in  weight.  He  jumps  high  out  of  the  water 
like  a  tarpon  when  hooked,  and  is  full  of  fight. 
You  should  fish  for  him  with  a  spinning  bait  or 
with  live  bait  and  float,  much  in  the  same  way  that 
you  would  fish  for  pike  at  home.  Then  there  is 
the  boga,  a  white  fish  of  the  salmon-trout  size  and 
species.  He  likes  a  snail,  which  should  be  on  a 
small  hook,  and  about  a  foot  below  the  surface  of 
the  water. 

''  The  zuribe  rubs  to  over  1001b.  in  weight.  He 
is  spotted  like  a  tiger,  and  has  a  huge  head.  He  will 
take  a  moving  bait,  but  you  must  fish  much  nearer 
the  bottom  for  him. 

"  The  paci'i  is  a  flatfish — a  sort  of  fresh-water 
turbot — and  runs  up  to  something  like  401b.  in 
weight.  One  would  naturally  suppose  he  fed  on 
the  bottom,  but  he  is  fished  for  nearly  on  the  top 
Avith  a  float  and  stout  gimp,  not  deeper  than  about 
a  foot  and  a  half,  with  a  peach  or  pear  for  bait. 

"The  fishing  is  always  good.  Fish  are  plentiful, 
and  as  the  water  is  generally  cloudy  they  are 
rarely  shy. 

"As  to  sport  with  the  gun,  there  is  almost  every- 
thing but  big  game  to  be  had  within  an  hour's  run 
of  Buenos  Aires — at  San  Vincente.  or  Cafmelas  on 
the  Southern  Railway,  or  Moron  Merlo  on  the 
Western  Railway.  Here  you  can  get  partridge, 
six  varities  of  duck,  snipe,  plover,  hares,  etc. 

*'  For  bigger  game,  such  as  the  guanacho,  of  the 
llama-vicuna  family,  as  big  as  a  cow,  and  for 
the  large  partridge,  which  is  as  big  as  a  hen  turkey, 
you  must  go  as  far  as  Curra-Malal,  about  350  miles 
south  of  Buenos  Aires  on  the  Southern  Railway, 
Here,  too,  you  may  get  venado,  a  small  deer,  wliicn, 
by  the  way,  is  capital  eating.  No  gun  licence  is 
required. 

"Good  polo  and  golf  are  to  be  had,  and  any 
amount  of  cricket,  football,  lawn  tennis,  etc.'' 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Beporta  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  'WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tliames. — Geneeab  Remarks. — The  river  has 
pgaia  cleared.  On  Oct.  10  there  was  a  fair  amount 
ot  colour  in  the  lower  reaches  from  the  Way  to  the 
Mole — just  sufficient  to  make  roach  Oshing  possible, 
and  not  too  much  so  for  pike  fishing.  But  now  the 
water  is  again  too  clear.  Very  few  anglers  have 
been  out  during  the  weak,  probably  on  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  water,  but  those  who  h  we  tried 
the  deeps  have  been  able  to  get  a  few  ^Ib.  roach, 
and  some  fair  dace.  At  Suabury,  Mr.  Chas.  Little- 
wood  hooked  an  immense  pike  on  a  paternoster, 
but  after  playing  the  fish  for  ten  minutes,  the  fish 
bit  the  guC.  However,  though  much  disappointed 
at  this,  he  had  a  good  take  of  roach,  and  landed 
three  small  rainbow  trout,  which  were,  of  course, 
returned  to  the  water.  Per.-h  fishing  should  now 
be  better,  a^  the  cold,  frosty  nights  should  whet 
their  appetites. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — There  was  a  little  better  stream 

running  during  th3  latter  part  of  last  week,  and  the 
water  was  slightly  stained  ;  it  has  now  run  off  and 
is  again  very  clear,  with  scarcely  any  stream  at  all. 
A  few  fair  bags  of  roeich  have  been  taken,  with  fish 
up  to  lib.,  and  a  brace  or  two  of  good  perch  have 
been  caught,  one  or  two  jack  up  to  31b.  have  also 
como  to  the  net.  A  local  angler,  fishing  with  J. 
ISargeant,  his  taken  six  chub  by  casting  with  a  dead 
frog,  one  of  which  weighed  just  4oz.  under  51b. 
Mr.  Jlatt  has  elio  taken  chub  up  to  31b.  with  cheese 
paste.  The  mild  weather  has  also  brought  the 
gudgeon  on  the  feed  again,  and  a  large  number 
have  been  caught.  The  river  still  wants  a  lot  of  rain 
before  there  will  be  any  chance  of  good  all-round 


sport.  A  large  number  of  bank  anglers  were  down 
on  Oct.  9,  only  a  few  of  whom  took  any  fish.— 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddingtou  Weir). — Roach  and  dace 
are  feeding  well  now,  and  all  the  punts  have  been 
having  good  takes,  roach  running  up  to  1  Jib.  Mr. 
Willing  got  two  good  chub  on  Oct.  11,  with  wasp 
grub.  I  have  been  away  eight  days  on  the  Avon 
on  some  private  water ;  four  days  last  week  with 
Mr.  Percy  Curtis  and  Mr.  Harry  Hewitson,  we  got 
twenty-five  pike,  largest  fish,  101b.,  which  Mr.  Frank 
Clay,  of  Carter  &  Co.,  is  setting  up  ;  and  four  days 
with  Mr.  Scott  Miller,  we  got  twenty-thrde  jack, 
four  largest  fish  going  45tb.,  a  few  roach,  and  some 
very  large  dace.  Tides  after  to  day  are  all  right  for 
fishing. — Walter  McBbide. 

  (Twickenham).  —  Wednesday  Night.  — 

The  river  is  getting  bright  again,  but  roach  and 
dace  are  feeding  very  freely,  good  bags  being  taken 
daily.  On  Oct.  10  W.  C.  Brown  had  241b.  On 
Oct.  11,  R.  Spong,  with  Mr.  Franco  and  friend, 
231b. ;  the  same  day  T.  Auger,  with  Messrs.  R. 
Jacobs  and  Penfold,  had  201b.  The  wind  has  been 
blowing  up  the  river,  and  making  the  water  very 
rough.  All  my  staff  are  engaged  for  Oct.  16.  The 
Silver  Trout  A.S.  have  ordered  ten  punts  of  me  for 
their  competition.  I  have  been  out  several  times, 
and  have  had  very  fair  takes  — John  Sponc!. 

  (Weybridge). — My  report  of  fishing  for  the 

week  ending  Oct.  12  is  as  follows: — H.  Curr,  251b. 
of  barbel,  roach  and  one  j  ack ;  T.  Strud  wick,  1 2  dozen 
roach  and  dace  (several  roach  and  dace  over  15oz. 
each,  and  the  dace  very  fine)  ;  Mr.  Glover  and  friend, 
fishing  with  myself,  three  barbel  and  OQe  chub 
(two  best  barbel,  41b.  each).  Eight  of  our  members 
fished  eight  of  Addlestone  Association  a  friendly 
match  for  three  prizes  given  by  them  on  Saturday 
last,  which  resulted  as  follows: — Mr.  Bearup,  let, 
with  jack  ;  C.  A.  Shaylor,  2nd,  with  jack  ;  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  3rd.  The  prizes  were  of  the  best  quality, 
and  at  the  close  of  fiihing  the  Addlestone  membors 
entertained  us  with  a  good  feed,  finishing  up  with 
harmony,  etc.  I  have  not  heard  ot  any  other 
anglers  getting  sport. — Chas.  A.  Shaylor. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  Distriot).  —  As  was  briefly 
reported  a  week  or  so  since,  the  salmon  fishing 
season  on  the  Dart  has  been  a  most  favourable  one. 
The  water  has  bsen  very  low  at  times,  but  rod  and 
line  anglers  have  had  a  good  time.  In  the  upper 
portion  of  the  stream  250  salmon  have  been  landed, 
and  the  fi  h  have  averaged  lO^lb.  api'jce,  which 
gives  a  total  of  about  a  ton  and  a  quarter  of  salmon. 
iiiBt  year  the  number  caught  was  195,  and  the 
total  weight  17261b.,  the  average  being  9lt).  For 
the  past  nineteen  years^the  total  in  the  upper  waters 
is  the  best,  the  next'  highest  total  being  222. — 

DEVONI4N. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — The  rain 
last  week  raijed  the  rivers  above  sis  inches,  and  a 
few  fish  have  crapt  up,  but  a  big  flDod  is  needed  to 
bring  salmon  up  in  any  numbers.  Odd  fish  have 
been  caught  between  Workington  and  Cockermouth, 
the  best  luck  having  fallen  to  Mr.  T.  Johnston,  who 
last  Saturday,  on  Angling  Association  water,  killed 
four  fish  between  5lb.  and  91b.,  with  spoon.  Intend- 
ing visitors  are  advised  not  to  come  until  there  is  a 
good  flood. — Black  Tom. 

Esk  (Whitby). — During  the  past  week  sport  has 
been  of  a  somewhat  moderate  nature,  the  river  very 
low.  Despite  the  adverse  conditions.  Miss  Cicely 
Keighley  grassed  one  salmon,  scaling  18lb.,  this 
being  the  heaviest  for  the  season  so  far.  Other 
catches  are :  Mr.  Clare,  two  salmon  of  151b.  and 
41b.,  and  Miss  Marion  Keighley,  one  salmon  of  41b. 
Large  numbers  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  lying  in 
the  tideway  awaiting  a  rise  of  water  to  proceed  up 
stream.  Sea  angling  has  provided  fair  sport  during 
the  week,  and  some  nice  catches  have  been  effected 
from  the  quays. — J.  Jacksos'. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — In  the  river  and  the 
Exeter  Canal  some  good  perch,  roach,  and  eels  have 
been  caught  at  St.  David's,  Cowley,  Exwick, 
Bonhay,  Limekilns,  Topiham,  and  Turf  respec- 
tively, but  the  carp  have  been  too  wary  in  the  canal 
and  ponds  up  to  the  present.  Eels,  with  dead 
minnow  and  large  lobworms,  have  been  in  very  good 
size  and  condition,  and  prospects  are  good  at  pre- 
sent. Visitors  to  the  city  and  Exmouth,  Teign- 
mouth,  and  Torquay  are  in  evidence.  At  the  first- 
named  favourite  resort  bass  have  been  numerous. 
Mr.  Ham?on  cauarht  no  less  than  seventy-five  near 
the  Ridge,  good  sized  fish,  one  weighing  71b.  Mr. 
Bridle  also  caught  a  lot  in  a  short  time  la  t  week,  as 
well  as  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  White,  Basten,  Worth, 
Whiteman,  Parkhouse,  Popkin,  Perry  and  Dyer. 
The  latter  on  Oct.  12  had  twenty-five,  averaging 
over  lib.  each  under  strange  circumstances  on  the 
pier.  A  number  of  fishermen  had  gone  home  dis- 
appointed, and  our  friend  was  left  alone,  and  a  few 
minutes  later  the  fish  came  on  to  bite  with  the 
resuU  n<»med.  The  following  is,  I  imagine,  a  record 
fishing  incident : — A  young  boatman  of  Exmouth, 
named  Gso.  Holman,  had  landed  a  party  from 


Exmouth  at  the  Warren,  when  his  attention  wa9 
arrested  by  the  peoulijr  conduct  of  a  bird — a 
sanderling  was  the  cau^e  of  the  trouble.  Holman, 
determining  to  solve  the  problem,  gave  chase,  and 
ran  the  bird  to  earth.  A  good-sized  cockle  was 
holding  on  to  the  bird's  beak,  and  the  bird  could 
not  free  itself.  Mr.  G  W.  Matthews  photographed 
the  Bcane,  and  Mr.  Harry  Coles,  of  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  administered  chloroform  to  the  bird  and 
cockle ;  the  latter  refused  to  part  company,  and 
died  with  it.  Both  have  been  sent  to  the  Exeter 
Royal  Museum,  at  which  institution  they  are  sure 
to  be  appreciated  as  an  addition  to  its  many 
curiosities. — Red  Palmeb, 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Down  to  this  (Thursday) 
morning  no  sport  had  been  reported  from  the 
Waltham,  Enfield  Lock,  Rye  House,  Ware,  or 
Hertford  districts,  the  river  being  gin  clear  and 
completely  out  of  condition.  A  few  roach  and 
perch  are  recorded  taken,  and  several  jack  have 
been  captured,  but  no  notable  fish  have  been  landed. ' 
Heavy  and  continuous  rjuns  are  much  wanted. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leomlnater).  —  Both 
these  grayling  streams  are  still  running  low  and 
clear,  but  are  in  order  for  fishing,  and  anglers  have 
had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  weather.  Rain 
has  been  hod,  and  it  has  been  better  fishing  since. 
The  cold  nights  and  foj;8  have  baen  good  for  gray- 
ling, and  they  are  now  rising  well.  A  good  number 
of  anglers  have  baen  out,  and  s)me  very  nice  lots 
of  fish  have  been  laided,  and  there  is  every  pros- 
pect of  good  SDort  being  had  next  week. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Badleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  in 
splendid  orJer  for  fishing,  but  although  peal  have 
been  saen  in  the  lower  reewhes,  nothing  of  any  im- 
portance has  been  done  with  the  rod.  The  trout 
fishing  closed  on  Oct.  1.  The  eel  fishers  have  lately 
been  busy,  and  have  had  some  fine  catches  with 
the  "  dotting  pole,"  but  the  eels  of  this  river  do  not 
run  large. —  tiEBOf. 

Oose  (Holywell  Perry). — The  recent  rain  has 
put  a  little  colour  into  the  Water,  but  we  could  do 
with  some  more;  th?  wr^edsare  beginning  to  go  now, 
so  p itemosteri ig  will  be  all  right  for  those  anglers 
who  gD  in  for  that  (and  it  is  the  most  telling  style 
here) ;  some  big  psrch  have  bien  very  busy  feeding 
this  last  day  or  two,  so  I  should  not  be  surprised  to 
see  my  3 Jib  spicimen  topped.  Best  roach  during 
the  week  only  went  IJlb.  But  sjme  decent  rudd 
were  taken  ;  tench  and  bream  have  been  right  off  all 
the  week. —  A.  Scabd. 

Plymoath. — This  is  the  l*st  month  of  our  rivar 
fi.shing,  but  the  Cornish  rivers  go  on  somewhat 
liter.  Sport  has  been  much  better  in  the  Tavy 
daring  the  week,  A  te^  salmon  hwa  been  taken, 
but  a  great  number  of  peal.  A  friand  of  m'ue  bad 
twenty-s=>ven  school  peal  in  three  days,  and  all 
taken  with  the  fly.  1  do  not  think,  as  a  rule,  we 
can  complain  ot  the  sport ;  one  thing  is  certain,  I 
have  issue  1  a  much  greater  number  of  tickets  this 
year  than  last. — William  Heabdee. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  river  is  too  low  for 
successful  angling,  and  there  has  been  Uttle  doing 
of  late.  A  fine  bream  of  over  5lb.  is  reported  to 
have  been  caught  recently  by  an  ang'er  who  was 
fishing  for  baits  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Emstrey. 
The  meres  at  all  times  afford  capital  sport  so  far  as 
pike,  perch,  and  roach  are  concerned. — Hafben. 

Savem,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanymy- 
nech). — During  the  latter  part  of  lait  week  a  north- 
westerly wind  pravai'ed  in  this  neighbourhood, 
giving  a  foretaste  ot  winter.  Tne  present  week  has 
been,  so  far,  quite  the  reverse,  anl  bu|  f  )r  the 
fading  foliage  on  the  trees,  one  could  easily  imagine 
it  to  be  spring  time  insteeid  of  chill  October.  These 
rivers  are  now  all  in  good  condition  after  the  heavy 
showers  on  Monday,  and  sport  with  grayling  con- 
tinues good.  Sjme  fair-sized  pike  have  also  been 
taken  from  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  as  well  as  from 
the  lower  parts  of  the  Tanat.  Whilst  angling  for 
small  bait  in  the  Savern,  near  Shrewsbury,  on 
Oct.  10,  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ditherington,  a  suburb  of 
Shrewsbury,  captured  a  fine  brearn,  which  scaled 
5  Jib.,  and  was  in  excellent  coadition. — VYBNWsf. 

Saasez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
A  fair  share  of  rain  has  been  experienced  latterly, 
early  morning  frosts  and  days  of  summgrlike  weather. 
Rivera  have  improvad — iveads  are  r  >tting — but  we 
require  a  good  freshet  to  c  ea*  tae  d^'jria  ot  autumn 
falling  leaves  and  floating  nuisance?.  Sport  has,  aa 
a  rule,  been  uneventful.  Mr.  Game  and  Mr  Snel- 
grove  have  taken  bream  and  roach  from  the  Cuijk- 
mere,  and  Mr.  Andenon  a  few  g  )od  roach  from  the 
Ouse  at  Isfield.  The  members  of  the  Trafalgar  A.S., 
Brighton,  spent  an  enjoyable  evening  on  Ttiursday 
last  at  headquarters  when  prizes  won  in  the 
anniversary  contest  on  the  Adur  were  distributed 
by  Mrs.  Markwick  to  the  winnars,  her  husband, 
Mr.  C.  W.  Markwick  taking  first  prize,  and  also  a 
medal  for  the  heaviest  roach.  An  open  com- 
petition for  a  silver  cup,  presented  by  Mr.  Allison, 
of  the  Railway  Hotel,  Steyning,  takes  place  on  thft 
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Adur  on  Oct.  16,  between  Streatham  and  Beeding 
bridges.  The  basin  at  Chichester  canal  is  in  excel- 
lent order,  and  a  pike  of  "lb.  was  taken  on  Oct.  10 
by  Mr.  Holder.  A  few  bream  and  roach  have  been 
captured,  but  the  lower  reaches  are  too  weedy  for 
sport.  Barge  traffic  would  eoon  settle  the  weeds^ 
but  at  present  is  a  rarity.  A  few  baas  and  codling 
are  taken  from  the  harbour,  and  conger  up  to  841b, 
— Geoege  F.  Saltek. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil).— River  in  good  order  and 
nice  colour.  Plenty  of  fish  seen;  two  have  been 
caught— 101b.  and  ejlb.— and  others  lost.  Sport 
Bhould  now  be  good  until  end  of  the  season. — Vic 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  fair  order. 
Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk  using  the  fly.  Grayling 
have  been  rising  better,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of 
fish  have  been  taken ;  grayling  averaging  from  lib, 
each  to  Jib.  were  taken  at  the  end  of  last  week. 
Maggot  fishing  is  now  good,  and  good  lota  of  dace, 
roach,  and  perch,  and  some  nice  grayling  have  been 
landed.  Pike  are  now  feeding,  and  a  few  have  been 
taken  with  live  bait. — S.  Ludlow. 

;         Tenhiiry. — The  water  in  this  district  is  in 

fair  fishing  order  ;  it  is  rather  low  but  keeps  clear, 
and  the  weather  has  been  suitable  for  grayling 
fishing.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  it  has  not  interfered 
with  the  water.  A  good  few  dead  leaves  are  going 
down  the  river,  but  the  grayling  are  rising  better  of 
late,  and  angling  has  been  better.  There  have  been 
a  good  few  rods  out,  and  some  nice  sized  fish  landed, 
and  if  the  weather  holds  fine  there  is  every  prospect 
of  good  sport  being  had  next  we^k. — Wobcesteb. 

TorcTOSB  Ley. — Beautiful  sunshine  every  day. 
Several  boats  out  daily,  and  all  are  getting  good 
sport.  Mr.  Clark,  of  Loughborough,  on  Oct.  11, 
caught  fpur  pike,  spinning,  the  largest,  6 Jib.;  he 
also  caught  a  fine  lot  of  rudd,  fifteen  of  the  largest 
scaling  from  Jib.  to  IJlb. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbonringr 
Siyers. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  left 
little  to  be  desired,  except  from  the  angler's  point  of 
view,  nice  genial  sunshine  nearly  all  day.  The 
rivers  are  still  very  low.  Salmon  angling  on  the 
Tyne  has  been  very  good  though,  quite  a  good 
number  of  fish  being  taken.  On  Oct.  7  and  8,  at 
Wylam,  two  were  taken  weighing  161b.  and  6Jlb. 
On  Oct.  10,  above  Prudhoe,  several  anglers  were 
out  and  met  with  good  sport,  taking  three  fish  of 
about  161b.  each.  Good  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
Coquet  amongst  the  sea  trout  and  salmon  below 
Acklington,  several  good  catches  being  taken 
on  Saturday  and  Monday  (Oct.  8  and  10),  one 
fish  of  nearly  171b.  being  th9  largest  reported. 
The  sport  on  the  Tweed  has  bsen  fairly  good,  though 
the  river  still  continues  very  small  and  clear.  On 
the  Leea  water,  Mr.  Francis,  London,  landed  two 
salmon  of  91b.  and  81b.,  and  three  grilse  of  61b.,  41b. 
and  41b,  Mr.  Jefferson,  London,  two  salmon  of  161b. 
and  141b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Tait,  Coldstream,  two  salmon 
of  151b.  and  91b.,  and  three  grilse  of  51b.,  41b. 
and  31b.  On  the  Birgham  water.  Lord  Dun- 
glafs  caught  six  grilse,  7 Jib.,  6Jlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  31b. 
and  31b.  General  Wiliam  Home,  London,  a 
salmon  of  81b.  and  two  grilse  of  5lb.  and  3ib.  On 
Norham  water,  Mr.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  got  one 
of  29lb.  On  the  Milnegraden  water,  Mr.  J. 
B.  Hotham  got  three  grilse.  On  the  Cornhill  water, 
Mr.  J.  Fulton,  Donaldson's  Lodge,  got  one  grilse  of 
81b.  On  the  Twizel  water,  Mr.  Rudyard,  York,  got 
three  salmon,  heaviest  141b.  Mr.  F.  Swan,  Donald- 
son's Lodge,  got  a  salmon  of  181b.  and  a  grilse  of 
71b.,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Swan,  one  salmon.  On  the 
Sprouston  water,  Mr.  W.  Tait,  fisherman,  landed 
two  salmon  and  two  grilse. — Henby  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers' Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk).— The  river  still  remains  low  and 
clear,  but  notwithstanding  this  there  has  been  a 
little  sport  during  the  last  ten  days.  A  good  many 
salmon  are  still  in  the  river,  but  the  fish  are  rather 
poor  in  condition.  In  the  months  of  September 
and  October  botchers  are  generally  fairly  numerous. 
This  season,  however,  a  few  only  have  been 
taken,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  reports.  Mr, 
J.  T.  Davies  has  been  very  lucky  on  the 
upper  water,  and  killed  t-vo  salmon  on  Oct.  4,  81b. 
and  121b.  ;  one,  on  the  6th,  91b. ;  four,  on  the  8th, 
101b.  (two),  lllb.,  and  121b,;  and  three,  on  the 
lOtb,  121b.,  131b.,  and  13ilb,  Other  successful 
anglers  are : — Oct.  6,  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Bates,  two  ; 
on  the  8th,  Mrs.  Lister,  one,  181b.,  inPencarreg;  on 
the  10th,  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  three,  121b.  (two),  and 
61b.,  in  PengUyn  ;  Mr.  Ernest  Shand,  two,  51b.  and 
61b.;  on  the  11th,  Mr.  Shand,  two,  61b.  and  171b.,  in 
Pencarreg  — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — A  number  of  pike 
have  been  taken,  iocluding  seven  on  Oct.  9  (best 
71b.).    A  perch  of  21b.  was  caught  on  Oct.  11.— H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  in  good  trim  for  the  fly,  and  a  few  nice 
baskets  of  grayling  have  been  obtained,  the  Wye 
yielding  some  very  good  fish.  Several  gentlemen, 
who  have  fished  this  river,  have  secured  nice  little 
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catches  of  two  and  three  brace  per  rod.  The  Der 
went,  too,  including  the  Chafsworth  fishery,  has 
also  afforded  some  pretty  baskets  of  grayling,  but  I 
do  not  heew  of  any  very  heavy  creels,  as  th?  water  is 
very  low  and  clear.  We  want  a  good  downpour  of 
rain,  which  would  improve  the  fishing  on  these 
streams.  The  Darleydale  Club's  portion  of  this 
river,  as  well  as  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  reaches,  has  afforded  its  members 
very  fair  sport  considering  the  water  is  so  clear. 
Useful  flies :  Ash  Dun,  Apple  Green,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Grey  Quill,  Autumn  Dun,  Red  Tag,  and  Grey 
Palmer  and  Claret  Bumble  as  sunken  flies. — Dot- 
terel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Torka), — There  was  a  nice  little  freshet  in 
most  of  our  streams  last  Friday  (Oct.  7),  but  it 
quickly  run  in.  Heavy  showers  were,  however, 
falling  on  the  hills  on  Tuesday,  which  should  again 
improve  sport.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore 
grayling  fishing  has  not  been  good  up  ^to  now.  I 
was  out  on  Monday  and  caught  three  brace  with 
fly — I  find  them  to  take  the  Red  Tag  and  Waterhen 
Bloa.  On  the  Hawes  Association  waters  sport  has 
only  been  moderate.  On  Monday,  Oct.  10,  J.  Blades 
caught  six  grayling  with  the  Claret  Dun.  I  came 
across  another  angler  who  was  trying  worm  and 
maggot,  but  the  fish  would  not  take  to  it.  A  few 
pike  have  been  caught  in  the  deeps  between  Middle- 
ham  and  Ripon,  but  not  remarkable  for  size.  A  few 
grayling  fishermen  have  been  out  between  Masham 
and  Ripon.  At  the  latter  place  the  fish  took  the 
little  cockspur  worm  well  on  Saturday  last 
(Oct.  8),  Mr.  G.  Start  had  fair  sport,  securing  a 
dozen  nice  grayling.  Sport  lower  down  has  been 
very  quiet  at  Hewick  Bridge,  Bishop  Monkton, 
and  Boroughbridge.  Salmon  fishing  ha?  been 
slow,  but  on  Oct.  8  a  salmon  weighing  close  upon 
331b.  was  caught  in  the  Tees  by  Mr.  J.  Dinsdale, 
of  Darlington.  The  fish  is  one  of  the  largest 
captured  in  this  river.  Grayling  fishing  has  been 
somewhat  better  on  the  Wharfe.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches  at  Apple- 
treewick,  Burnsall  and  llkley.  Fly-fishing  at 
the  latter  end  of  last  week  was  almost  nil  owing  to 
the  very  high  winds.  Baskets  of  six  to  a  dozen 
nice  fish  have  been  got  with  the  worm  and  maggot. 
Lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  have  been  fishing 
fairly  at  Harewood,  Collingham,  and  Boston  Spa. 
Some  nice  panniers  of  grayling  and  dace  have  been 
got  with  the  fly  and  worm.  The  Derwent  has  been 
in  nice  trim  in  the  upper  reaches.  Some  nice  sport 
has  been  met  with  amongst  the  pike  at  Yedding- 
ham.  During  the  week  Mr.  T.  W.  Dunnington,  of 
York,  has  been  pike  fishing ;  amongst  his  captures 
was  a  nice  fish  weighing  14|lb.  The  Swale  has  been 
freshened  up  a  little.  Sport  amongst  the  grayling 
has  been  fair  at  Easeby  and  Catterick  Bridge. 
In  the  lower  reaches  a  few  small  pike  have 
been  caught  in  the  Maunby  and  Newby  Wiske 
districts.  Coarse  fishing  has  been  quiet ; 
several  anglers  have  been  out  at  Rickhill 
and  Skipton  Bridge ;  baskets  have  been  light. 
Grayling  fishing  is  not  at  its  best  on  the  Rye, 
Riccall,  and  Costa  Becks.  Several  angling  associa- 
tions who  annually  stock  their  waters  are  studying 
now  when  to  start.    The  first  in  the  field  I  hear  is 


TitouT,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  I'liks.— Oae  nf  the  largest 
sto.-k.s  ill  the  kiiiKdoiii.  Special  attention  given  toflie.s  toiiattern. 
Hiiitable  Beleetions  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mcjimted  tly  casts  for 
iverorlake,  Is.  Oil.  each.  Suitahle  selections  made  for  any  water. 
E.\tra  fine  undrawn  gut  easts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  holil*8core3  of  testimonials  for  these 
casta,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea  trout  Ijeiug  killed  with  oue 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  jier  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  easts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Millkr,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  IS),  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.  Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


the  Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club,  who,  on  Saturday 
(Oct.  8),  under  the  supervision  of  the  hon.  secre- 
taries, Mr.  A.  Sellars  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Smith, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Warwick,  took  about  4000  year- 
ling trout  out  of  their  rearing  pond,  which  were 
placed  in  various  places  of  the  c!ub  waters  in  the 
River  Nidd.  The  fish  were  evenly  distributed  over 
the  whole  length  of  the  river  from  Killinghall 
Bridge  to  Ribston  Village  below  Goldsboro  Dam. 
The  fish  were  a  fine  healthy  lot  and  in  splendid 
condition,  and  I  am  sure  Mr.  Herbert  Raper  is  to 
be  highly  congratulated  on  showing  the  care  and 
attention  he  has  given.  The  Knaresboro'  Ang'ers 
Club  are  also  to  be  highly  praised — this  club 
undertaking  the  rearing  of  their  own  fish, 
which  was  begun  on  an  extended  scale  three  years 
ago.  Each  year  has  been  more  successful  than  the 
previous  one;  sixteen  hundred  fish  more  has  been 
put  into  the  river  this  season  than  last.  The 
committee  are  very  pleased  with  this  year's 
results,  and  they  cannot  help  thinking  it  must  be 
equally  satisfactory  to  the  members.  Best  flies  for 
the  present  are  Red  Palmer,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Red 
Tag,  Green  Insect,  and  Pale  Autumn  Dun. — John 
E.  MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly. — The  weather  last  week  was  cold  and 
wet,  but  the  river  ■was  in  capital  ply  and  some  very 
good  baskets  were  made.  On  the  Farrar,  Messrs. 
Henderson  and  party  had  ten  fish,  two  salmon  and 
eight  giilse,  during  the  week,  while  Mr.  Barry  and 
party,  Struy,  landed  nine.  Other  successful  anglers 
were  Major  Clarke  and  partv,  Fasnakyle,  Mr.  Wills, 
Erchless,  and  Mr.  Wood,  Eskadale.  Lower  down 
Messrs.  Phipps  had  good  fishing  on  the  Beaufort 
Castle  waters.  Some  very  good  baskets  were  had 
in  the  tidal  waters  where  Mr.  Eraser,  fisherman, 
had  a  salmon  of  221b.  on  Mr.  Cameron's  Moniack 
Castle  rod  on  Oct.  7.  Loch  fishing  has  now  ceased, 
the  higher  hills  being  coated  with  snow.  The 
angling  season  on  the  Beauly  closes  to-day  (Oct.  15). 
—A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — During  the  latter 
part  of  last  week  a  considerable  quantity  of  rain 
fell  in  Eskdale,  and  a  flood  seemed  impending,  but 
there  was  not  a  sufficient  rise  in  the  water  to  pro- 
duce a  noticeable  run  of  salmon  from  the  Solway, 
as  the  river  soon  subsided.  Salmon  are  numerous 
in  the  lower  and  middle  reaches  of  the  Esk,  but  are 
not  rising  at  all  so  freely  as  was  anticipated, 
although  the  autumn  salmon  season  may  be  said 
to  be  well  on  its  way.  Fishing  in  the  Graham  Arms 
water  on  Oct.  7,  in  the  Boxes  pool,  Mr.  Strong, 
Carlisle,  landed  a  nice  salmon  weighing  1 21b.  ;  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Graham,  Arthuret,  caught  a  salmon  of 
1  lib., while  another  angler  had  a  splendid  fish  weighing 
171b.  in  the  same  water.  Herling  and  sea- trout  are 
still  being  got  in  the  water  between  Longtown  and 
Metal  Bridge,  and  also  a  few  small  salmon  have 
been  caught.  On  Oct,  7  Mr.  McLellan,  of  Glasgow, 
fishing  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water  on  the 
English  side  of  the  Double  water,  had  good  sport  in 
the  Cauldron  and  Willow  Pools,  killing,  with 
minnow,  three  salmon,  181b.,  16!b.,  and  131b. 
respectively,  while  Dr.  Ander-on,  Eskbank, 
Canonbie,  fishing  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the  Willow 
Pool,  landed  a  fish  of  over  201b.,  with  Dark  Turkey 
Wing  and  White  Tip.  Another  angler  had  a  small 
salmon  weighing  61b.  with  a  local  made  fly  and 
pattern.  Mr.  James  Steel,  Canonbie,  landed  a 
salmon  weighing  151b.  in  the  mid  reaches. 
Mr.  W.  Murray  had  a  grilse  and  some  herling 
in  the  same  water.  Fishing  in  Greystone  pool,  Mr, 
Seymour  landed  a  fine  salmon  weighing  181b. ;  Mr. 
Payne,  Sevenoaks,  caught  a  sea-trout  in  Canonbie 
water ;  Mr.  Reginald  Steel  caught  a  small  salmon 
of  5  Jib.  in  Little  Moat  pool ;  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Francis, 
Hastings,  caught  several  sea- trout  and  herling 
during  the  week.  Sport  continues  to  be  had  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water,  the  Rev.  R.  H. 
Kerr,  The  Manse,  Canonbie,  a  few  sea-trout  and 
herling  during  the  week  ;  Mr.  R.  S.  Nelson,  four  sea- 
trout  and  several  herling.  Mr.  Jardine  caught  a 
small  salmon  in  the  Byreburn  Foot  water  ;  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, two  seartrout  and  a  few  herling ;  Mr.  T.  Steel, 
a  dozen  herling  and  a  sea-trout.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle 
Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  two  sea-trout  and  some 
herling  ;  Mr.  Edgar,  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling ; 
Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  three  sea-trout  in  Kershope  Foot 
water ;  Mr.  Jardine,  two  sea-trout  and  some  herling 
in  Clerkleap  pool ;  Mr.  Ferguson  and  Mr.  Walker 
have  both  had  fair  baskets  in  the  upper  reaches. 
Between  Penton  and  Liddle  Foot  several  local 
anglers  have  got  sea- trout  and  herling,  while  anglers, 
staying;  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  have  had  good 
sport,  but  they  have  found  the  salmon  very  shy  at 
rising  to, the  fly  from  the  fact  that,  although  these 
fish  are  plentiful  in  Esk,  they  are  scarce  in  Liddle. 
With  a  little  over  a  fortnight  to  run  before  the  close 
of  the  rod-fishing  season,  some  good  eport  is  yet 
expected,  but  a  flood  is  badly  wanted, 'as  the  rivers 
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are  not  yefc  cleansed.  In  Langholm  f^water,  Mr. 
G.  M.  Little  and  others  are  doing  fairly  well  with 
sea-trout  and  herling,  but  no  salmon  worth  noting 
can  be  recorded  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  it  must 
be  admitted  that  the  back-end  fiahing  has  been  a 
failure  up  to  the  present.  The  weather  is  now, 
however,  broken  and  unsettled,  and  the  long- 
desired  flood  may  yet  come  before  Nov.  1,  when  the 
season  closes  on  both  rivers. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— We  had  here  in  the  end 
of  last  week  a  short  foretaste  of  winter.  There  were 
strong  gales  of  wind  from  a  northerly  direction, 
with  showers  of  sleet  and  hail,  and  some  of  the 
hills  got  their  first  coating  of  snow  for  the  season. 
Frost  was  also  pretty  keen.  A  good  deal  of  rain 
also  fell,  and  this  river  is  now  in  fair  angling  con- 
dition. On  the  Netherdale  section  during  the 
present  week,  three  salmon  were  landed,  weighing 
GJlb.,  21Jlb.,  and  ISJlb.  Sir  Arthur  Clay,  Bart., 
and  Lady  Clay  have  left  Ardmeallie  House.jRothie- 
may,  for  London. — H.  W. 

 (Hantly). — We  have  had  an  occasional  rise 

of  [the  river  lately,  and  a  few  salmon  and  grilse 
have  been  creeled.  On  Oct.  8,  Mr.  Wm.  Davidson, 
one,  61b. ;  Mr.  A.  McKenzie,  one,  61b.  On  10th,  Mr.' 
John  McKenzie,  grilse,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Barclay,  grilse, 
4lb.  On  11th,  Mr.  Geo,  Brown,  two  salmon,  81b. 
and  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  McCormick,  one  salmon,  131b.; 
Mr.  Jos.  Scott,  grilse,  5Jlb.  Some  of  them  had 
been  in  the  river  for  some  time,  and  others  were 
quite  new  run.  Given  a  nice  breeze,  and  Isla  is 
sure  for  a  good  basket  of  trout  and  sea-trout. 
Several  good  baskets  have  been  got  with  trout  fly 
lately. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  on  Rodel  waters  for  the 
week  ended  Oct.  8  has  been  four  salmon,  weighing 
231b.,  and  seventy  sea-trout,  weighing  531b.  Soz. 
The  heaviest  salmon  weighed  71b.  8oz.,  and  the 
heaviest  sea-trout  weighed  41b  G.  D.  Stiblino. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  water  has  been  in  ply  since 
the  heavy  rains  of  Oct.  5,  but  the  weather  has  been 
cold,  with  the  hills  snow-capped  on  Oct.  8.  Yet,  as 
the  trouting  season  is  near  a  close,  various  anglers 
have  been  out,  but  met  with  poor  success.  On  the 
lower  reaches  Mr.  R.  Bruce  had  a  salmon  of  161b. 
on  Oct.  8,  Mr.  R.  Crockart  one  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  A.  t! 
Patersononeof  91b.  On  Oct.  10,  Mr.  W.  R.  Robertson 
one  of  91b.,  Mr.  W.  Blair  one  of  51b.,  Mr.  F.  Bradley 
one  of  81b.,  and  a  boy  of  ten  one  of  41b.  The  water 
is  in  splendid  ply,  and  fish  plentiful.  A  successful 
finish  is  expected.  The  South  Esk  (Forfar)  con- 
tinues to  give  fair  sport.  Last  week  Mr.  J.  Robbie 
had  a  salmon  of  Iblb.  from  the  Ga'lyn  pool,  and 
from  the  same  pool  Mr.  Clary ^Noranside  had  one  of 
over  201b.  The  Fife  Eden  was  well  fished  on  Oct.  8 
by  Dundee  and  other  anglers,  but  sport  was  only 
fair  among  the  trout,  and  although  there  were 
salmon  in  several  pools,  none  were  got. — Iasgaib. 

loch  Tarff  (Port  Aug'ustus).— On  Oct.  8, 
Messrs.  Eraser,  J.  M.  Aitohison,  Richmond  House, 
and  McLeod,  Glendoe  Lodge,  had  an  unprecedented 
catch  of  char,  landing  eighteen  dozen  and  three  in 
four  hours. — Hison. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee.— The  river  has  been 
up  and  down  several  times  during  the  week,  but 
the  improvement  in  the  chance  of  sport  ia  but 
slight,  and  the  gravest  fears  are  now  being  enter- 
tained that  the  season  will  end  in  a  fizzle  for  the 
lack  of  moisture,  and  add  another  to  the  already 
long  list  of  failures.  On  the  Balmoral  waters,  Prince 
Arthur  of  ponnaught  creeled  three  fine  fish  on  Oct. 
7  and  8,  the  heaviest  scaling  201b.  He  left  Deeside 
for  Speyside  on  Monday,  on  which  day  the  King 
also  left  for  the  south.  All  the  week  long  there 
has  been  a  regular  stampede  of  sportsmen  going 
south,  their  departure  being  accelerated  by  the  early 
advent  of  winter,  many  of  the  near  hills  being 
covered  with  snow  to  their  bases  in  and  around 
Balmoral.  The  Duchess  of  Fife  is  still  having  very 
good  sport  every  day  out  on  the  Mar  Lodge  water, 
and  will  fish  on  till  the  close  of  the  season  on  Oct.  31. 
On  the  Ballater  and  Glen  tana  reaches  not  a  single 
autumn  fish  has  yet  been  seen.  On  the  Kmcardine 
O'Meil  reaches  very  few  have  yet  been  got  on 
account  of  the  low,  clear  waters.  Last  week  Lord 
Penrhyn  had  three — thirty  would  have  been  nearer 
the  mark.  On  the  Crathes  and  Durris  waters  an 
occasional  fish  is  being  had  by  Mr.  Gilchrist's  party 
on  the  former  section,  and  Mr.  Baird's  on  the  latter. 
On  the  Drum  water,  on  Oct.  8,  Mr.  F.  Irvine,  of 
Drum,  had  a  nice  fish  weighing  14 Jib.,  while  Mr. 
Fletcher  had  another  of  (ilb.  On  the  Altries  section, 
Mr.  Kinloch  had  three  fish  on  Oct.  6,  weighing  51b., 
njlb.,  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Stewart,  jun.,  one  of 
151b.  on  the  Hydropathic  water.  On  the  lower 
sections,  as  also  on  the  tidals,  the  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  season  has  proved  a  perfect  blank  almost, 
and  few  are  now  curing  to  try.  The  brown  trout 
season  closed  all  over  Scotland  on  Oct.  14.  It  has 
been  the  worst  season  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  fisherman.  Don. — Very  few  fish  are  being 
got,  the  river  having  only  risen  about  a  foot  since 
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last  report.  Another  two  feet  is  needed,  and  even 
then  it  will  be  on  the  small  side.  On  the  Balgownie 
House  water,  Mr.  H.  Farquhar-Spottiswood  had  a 
fine  fish  of  181b.  on  Oct.  7  ;  Mr.  Gill,  Aberdeen,  two  ; 
and  some  others  one  or  two  on  these  parts.  On 
the  Burgh  Kintore  water.  Mr.  Impy,  Mr.  McPherson 
and  friends  had  a  good  day's  sport  on  Tuesday. 
Ythan. — No  water,  and  very  little  sport.  Good 
finnock  and  sea-trout  on  the  tidal  waters,  but  very 
little  doing  inland. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — With  the  rise  in  the  waters 
last  week,  back-end  salmon  are  now  fairly  on  the 
run,  and  a  number  of  good  fi«h  have  been  landed 
in  the  different  rivers  of  the  Solway.     Anglers  on 
the  lower  beats,  as  also  those  in  the  tidal  stretches, 
have  not  yet  fared  well  on  account  of  the  fish  keep- 
ing on  running  to  the  upper  stretches.    There  was 
a  fairly  large  flood  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  and 
back-enders  kept  on  the  run  with  the  first  of  the 
flood.     The  frequent  rains  that  have  fallen  since 
that  date  have  kept  the  rivers  running  pretty  full 
and  in  fair  order  for  fly.    Some  capital  salmon  have 
been  landed  in  the  Dumfries  Nith  and  the  Annan. 
The  Annan. — In  the  Everholm  water  Mr.  Gilbert 
Tweedie  had  a  bag  of  fifteen  herling  with  worm  bait 
on  Thursday  of  last  week.    Other  rods  fishing  with 
the  same  lure  had  from  a  brace  to  three  brace  of 
herling  each.    Generally  the  herling  season  is  now 
considered  at  an  end  for  this  year.    With  the  flood 
in  the  Annan  on  Thursday  morning,  a  fi^ie  lot  of 
salmon  were  seen  to  ascend  the  cauld  at  the  town. 
Several  fine  salmon  were  killed  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  Oct.  7  and  8,  in  Castlemilk  water,  as  also 
in  Hoddom  Castle  water.     In  the  former  water 
Mr.  W.  O.  Bell-Irving  killed  two  good  salmon  of 
211b.  and   19lb.     In  Hoddom   Castle  water  on 
Friday,  Oct.  7,  the  keeper,  Thos.  Reid,  had  one  of 
191b.  in  the  Dulnam  Pool ;  and  on  Monday,  Oct.  10, 
Reid  had   another  out  of  the  Churchyard  Pool 
below  Hoddom  Bridge  of  201b.    Both  were  killed 
with  fly.    On  Friday,  Oct.  7,  Mr.  John  Rae  had  a 
splendid  fish  of  291b.  in  the  Churchyard  ^Pool  with 
fly,  and  another  rod  hooked  one  which  was  lost. 
On  Saturday  (Oct.  8)  only  one  small  fish  of  GJlb. 
was  landed  out  of  the  pool  above  the  bridge  of 
Hoddom  by  an  angler  who  was  out  salmon  fishing 
for  the  first  time.    In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  on 
the  5th,  Col.  Stewart  landed  one  out  of  the  Tower 
pool  above  Bridgekirk  bridge,  and  on  Saturday,  the 
proprietor  of  the  water,  Mr.  P.  A.  Pasley-Dirom, 
had  a  nice  fish  of  lllb.  with  Brown  Turkey  fly.  In 
the  flat  water  of  Luce  of  Mount  Annan,  Mr.  Willie 
Johnstone,  Annan,  killed  one  of  161b.  with  fly.  In  the 
Warmanbie  stream.Mr.  James  Loudonhooked  asmall 
fish  of  some  91b.  or  101b.,  and  lost  it  in  the  gaffing. 
In  the  Four  Towns  water  one  salmon  was  landed, 
and  in  the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Martonton  caught  six 
herling  and  one  sea-trout  with  worm  bait.  Mr. 
Telford  took  four  herling  acd  one  sea-trout  in  the 
same  water.    Mr.  Richardson  four  herling  and  a 
couple  of  sea-trout.     Mr.  R.  Watson  had  a  nice 
basket    of    herling  and  sea  trout.     A  number 
of  local  anglers  in  the  higher  waters  have  had 
moderate    sport  i  among   herling    and  sea-trout 
chiefly  with  worm  bait.    Sea-trout  are  off  colour 
now  and  so  are  the  early  run  herling. — Dumfries 
Nith. — Autumn  salmon  fishing   in   this  river  is 
now    beginning    to    show    some  improvement, 
and  several  fine  fish  have  been  landed  by  the  rods 
on  the  dLHerent  beats.    In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  por- 
tion below  Thornhill  Bridge,  Mr.  Pateraon  had  a 
fine  clean  run  salmon  of   16 Jib.  with  Jackson's 
favourite  gold  fly.     In  the  Cowhill  Tower  water, 
Mr.  Tait  took  one  of  231b.  (with  prawn).    On  the 
Closeburn  water,  Mr,  Duff  took  one,  the  weight  of 
which  did  not  reach  me.    Mr.  McDowell  landed  one 
of  131b.  on  the  same  water.    On  Saturday,  Oct.  8, 
Mr.  Thomson,  Dumfries,  took  a  small  one  of  6Jlb. 
on    the    Portrack    water    near    to  Holywood. 
Mr.  Donald  had  one  (weightj^not  reported).  The 
Galloway  Rivees.  —  These  rivers  are  now  in 
excellent  trim  for  the  back-end  salmon  fishing. 
During  the  past  week  the  rivers  have  been  up  and 
down  with  the  frequent  rains  that  have  fallen,  and 
salmon  have  kept  on  running  to  the  middle  and 
higher  waters.     The  different  waters  will  close  at 
the  end  of  the  month.    The  Fleet  of  Gatehouse 
and  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  are  both  in 
capital  ply  at  the  time  of  writing.    An  odd  fish  or 
two  are  being  landed  here  and  there  with  fly,  and 
one  or  two  have  been  landed   on  the  Urr  of 
Dalbeattie.    The  Urr  has  over  a  month  to  run 
before  it  closes  its  waters. — Heathbkbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Although  river  conditions 
are  not  the  best  sport  has  improved  somewhat. 
The  Gordon  Castle  party,  of  which  the  Prince  of 
Wales  was  one,  had  fair  sport  notwithstanding  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  which  was  at  times 
bitterly  cold,  while  the  rivet  rose  nearly  9in.  one  day. 
His  Royal  Highness  had  nine  fish  to  his  rod  for  the 
four  days  he  has  been  fishing,  weighing  respectively 
81b.,  131b.,  141b..  171b.,  191b.,  191b.,  201b.,  201b.,  and 
28lb.   Another  fish  w^s  hqoked  and  all  but  played 
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out  when  it  escaped  almost  within  reach  of  the 
gaff.  The  28-pounder  was  hooked  at  the  Hake 
Pool,  and  had  to  be  followed  to  the  sea  before  it 
was  landed.  His  Royal  Highness  having  played  it 
for  nearly  an  hour.  The  Prince  was  on  the  water 
this  day  week  until  nearly  train  time,  when  he  went 
direct  to  the  station,  changed  hii  fishing  attire  for 
ordinary  clothing,  and  left  for  London  at  once, 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught  arrived  at  the  Castle 
on  Monday,  and  after  lunch  went  to  the  river — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  during  the  past  week  has  been 
in  first-rate  order,  and  excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained.    Fish  now  appear  to  be  moving  forward, 
and  with  the  present  height  of  the  river,  fine  sport 
ought  to  be  obtained  up  to  the  close  on  Oct.  15, 
Most  of  the  fish  caught  are  in  fine  condition.  The 
following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  for  week  ending 
Tuesday,  Oct.  11.    Dunkeld  Water, — Mr.  John 
Park,   .fishing    the    upper    part    on   Oct.  10, 
had  one  salmon  of  17lb. ;  on  the  8th  inst.  the  boat- 
man landed  one  fish  of  lOib.  on  Dalguise  stretch,  a 
grilse  of  61b.  on  the  upper  beat,  and  a  salmon  of 
201b.  oh  the  lower  beat.  Meikleo0e. — Fishing  this 
water  on  Oct.  5,  Mr.  Bowring  had.one  grilse  of  8lb.; 
on  the  8th,  Mr.  W.  T.  Crawshay  a  fish  of  ISJlb. ; 
Misa  Vivian,  one  of  13Jlb.;  and  Mr.  Rhodes,  one  of 
7Jlb. ;  while  on  the  11th,  Capt.  Sandeman  landed 
two  salmon  of  151b.  and  8Jlb.,  and  two  grilse  of 
7 Jib.   and   61b.,   and  Mr.  Crawshay,  one  salmon. 
ISLAMOUTH. — Lord  Lansdowne,  fishing  on  the  7th, 
killed  one  salmon  of  151b.  and  two  grilse  of  81b. 
each,  and  on  10th  inst.  one  grilse  of  5Jlb.,  while 
Mr.  Paget  landed  a  salmon  of  131b.    Lower  Car- 
cull. — On  8th  inst..  Lord  Cairns  killed  four  salmon 
of  141b.,  151b.,  lOlb.,  and  171b..  and  on  11th  inst., 
one  fish  of  151b.  and  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  51b., 
while  Lord  Hardwicke  landed  one  salmon  of  I  41b. 
Willies  Stone. — Fishing  this  stretch,  on  the  lOt'n, 
Lord  Cairns  landed  three  salmon  of  I71b.,  191b.,  2llb. 
Upper  Stobhall, — Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  fishing  on  Oct.  5,  had  one  salmjn  of  231b. ; 
on  the  7th,  one  fish  of  151b.,  and  two  grilse  of  8lb. 
and  61b. ;  on  the  10th,  two  salmon,  of  281b.  and 
27lb. ;  and   on  the  12th,  ten  salmon,  of  161b, 
I5lb.,  25lb.,  141b.,  14lb.,  251b.,  191b.,  181b.,  211b., 
and  201b.    Total,  1871b.;  while  on  Oct.  10,  Mr. 
P.  M.  Coats  landed  seven  salmon,  of  421b.,  121b., 
161b.,   161b.,    191b.,    21  Jib.,   and    191b.  Lower 
Stobhall. — Fishing  this    beat   on    Oct.   8,  Mr. 
Coats   and    Mr.    Malloch    killed    three    fish  of 
191b.,  191b.,  and  161b.,  and  on  Uth,  six  fi=h  of 
251b.,  251b.,  241b.,  191b.,  171b.,  and    131b.,  while 
from  the  second  boat  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  on  8th  inst., 
killed  four  salmon  of  2llb.,  20lb.,  191b.,  and  21Jlb.; 
and  on  1 1th  inst.,  Mr.  George  Coats  two  fish  of 
171b.  and  18lb..  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  Btjrnmouth, 
— Fishing    this    beat   on    Oct.   7    Lord  Cairns 
caught  two  grilse  of  81b.  each,  while  from  the  ' 
second  boat  Mr.  H.  M.  Beddington  killed  three 
salmon  of  201b.,  17lb.,  and  141b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
71b.  on  8th  inst.;  Mr.  Johnson  had  one  salmon 
of  181b.,  and  the  boatmen  two  grilse  of  61b.  each, 
while  on  Oct.  10  Lord  Hardwicke  killed  one  fish  of 
151b.  and  two  grilse  of  6lb.  and  91b.,  and  on  Oct.  11 
Miss  Sybil  Drummond  had  four  salmon  of  231b., 
211b.,  161b.,  and  161b.,  and  three  grilse  of  6Jlb.,  51b., 
and  41b.    The  231b.  fish  was  a  fine  clean  run  fish. 
Catholes. — Mr.  H.  M.  Beddington,  fishing  this  beat 
on  Oct.  10,  landed  three  salmon  of  231b.,  I71b.,  and 
151b.    Upper  and  Lower  Stanley. — Fishing  this  \ 
water  on  Oct.  5,  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  had  one  fish  j 
of  131b.,  and  on  Oct.  11,  a  grilse  of  61b.     Mr.  } 
Mason  had,  on  the  5th,  one  grilse  of  71b.,  another  j 
of  81b.,  and  on  the  10th  a  grilse  of  151b.,  while  Mrs.  j 
M.  T.  Martin,  on  the  7th,  landed  one  grilse  of  61b.,  j 
and  on  the  10th,  two  salmon  of  191b.  and  151b.,  and  j 
Miss  Maxwell  Lyte  a  salmon  of  211b.  on  the  8th.  J 
Benchill. —  Mrs.   Claud    Beddington,  fishing  on  ' 
this  stretch  on  Oct.  8,  killed  one  salmon  of  151b.,  j 
while  on  the  11th,  Mr.  H.  M.  Beddington  landed  j 
a  grilse  of  lllb.    Battleby  Water. — Mr.  Coats'  j 
house  partv,  fishing    on   the    upper  and  lower  i 
stretches  of    this  water,  had  very  good  sport. 
On  the  5th,  Mr.  Agget  landed  one  fish  of  221b.,  and 
on  the  6th,  a  grilse  of  71b.    On  the  7th,  Mr.  Agget 
and  Mrs.  Coats  had  two  salmon  of  18lb.  and  12lb., 
and  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  51b,  while  Dr.  Brarawell 
landed  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  61b.    On  the  8th,  Mrs. 
Coats  killed  two  grilse  of '  51b.  and  81b.,  and  on 
the  11th,  two  salmon  of  201b.  and  131b.,  and  a  i 
grilse  of  71b,,   while  Miss  Gardiner,   Paisley,  on  i 
the  8th,   had    twj  salmon  of  221b.  and   161b.,  I 
and    four    grilse    of    81b.,    8lb.,    71b.    and  61b. 
On  Oct.  10,  four  salmon,  of  241b.,  171b.,  13Jlb.,  and  '! 
131b.,  and  two  grilse  of  71b.  each;  and  on  the  1 1th,  ; 
one  salmon  of  24lb.,  and  four  grilse,  of  81b.,  81b.,  t 
71b.,  and  61b.    Mr.  Kerr  and  Mr.  Munro,  on  Oct.  10,  \ 
killed  one  salmon  of  251b.  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  i 
61b.— A.  A.  I 
Tweed  (Norhamj.— Mr.  F.  W.  Meech.  who  is  i 
fishing  the  Tweed  as  the  guest  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  i 
of  Alnwick,  killed  on  Oct.  5  a  very  fine  salmon  of 
25lb.    The  fish  was  fresh  from  the  sea,  with  tide 
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lice  on  it,  and  gave  forty  minutes'  great  sport.  Mr. 
Meech  also  killed  two  grilse,  Si\h.  and  71b.,  on  the 
same  day.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  fiehiog  last  week,  had 
fair  sport ;  among  the  fish  were  two  very  fine  ones 
of  2Siib.  and  201b.  Dr.  John  Paxton  had  a  fiah 
of  191b.,  Mr.  Charlie  Hardy  one  of  8Jlb.,  and  Mr. 
SbirreS  has  had  three  fish.  The  Tweed  is  low,  and 
a  spate  is  much  wanted. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Salmon  anglers  are  disappointed  at  the  results  of  the 
storm  of  wmd  and  rain  experienced  last  week.  The 
rivers  rose  a  few  inches,  and  a  number  of  fish  were  seen 
trying  to  ascend  through  the  shallows  above  Kelso 
Bridge.    Few  large  fish  were  noticed,  the  majority, 
I  think,  would  be  bull-trout  trjiog  to  get  higher 
up  the  rivers  to   the  spawning  beds.     A  good 
flood  I  think  wiU  provide  ua  with  plenty  of  salmon, 
as  it  is  said  they  are  in  ;large  numbers  at  the  river 
mouth,  and  most  of  the  fishing  gentlemen  are  all  on 
the  spot  in  readiness  for  same.     At  Bolside,  on 
Oct.  3,  A.  Holmes  had  two  grilse,  61b.  and  51b.  each  ; 
Colonel  Davies,  oneof  oilb.,  and  a  sea-trout  of  O.Vlb., 
on  the  7th ;  and  W.  Miller,  one  grilse  of  51b.,  on  the 
8th.     At  Rutherford,  on  the    10th,   Captain  C. 
Paulet  had  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  151b.;  and 
Mrs.  C.  Paulet,  one  grilse  of  4lb.  ;  and  on  the 
11th,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas,  two  salmon  of  I71b.  and 
1-Ub.     On  Floors  Upper  water,  on  the  10th,  Hs 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  caught  t^^o  salmon 
of  171b.  and  151b.     On  the  Losver  Floors  water. 
Lord  Hyde  had  one  Salman  of  lllb.  aad  two  grilse 
of  81b.  and  71b.    In  Hendersyde  water,  on  Oct,  5, 
Mr.  T.  Piingle  caug'it  three  fish,  171b.,  71b.  and  51b., 
on  the  6th  he  had  also  three  fish  151b.  101b.  and  81b 
On  the  8th,  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith.  Bart.,  had 
three,  61b.,  51b.,  and  4Ib.,  and  Mr.  T.  Pringle  one 
of  121b.    On  the  10th,  Capt.  Douglas  had  three  fish 
of  81b.,  61b.,  and  51b.,  and  Lady  Laura  Douglas 
one  salmon  of  141b.    On  the  11th,  Captain  Douglas 
caught  six,  181b.,  171b.,  171b.,  91b.,  6^1b.,  6^1b.,  and 
Lady  Laura  Douglas  one  of    7jlb.    On  Twizel 
water,  on  Sept.  27,  Mr.  B.  Pearson,  York,  caught  a 
grilse    of    61b ,    and    on   Sept.    30    Mr.  Frank 
Swan  had  a  salmon  of  181b.  and  grilse  of  71b., 
and  Mr.  T.  Swan  had  one  of  161b.    On  Oct.  3,  Mr. 
Rudgard,  York,  had  one  salmon  of  141b.  and  on  the 
4th  two  salmon.    On  Lees  water,  on  Sept.  30,  Mr. 
W.  Tait  had  two  salmon,  151b.  and  lOlb.,  and  three 
grilse,  51b.,  41b.  and  31b.    On  the  3rd,  Mr.  Jefferson, 
London,  caught  two  salmon  161b.  and  141b.,  and  on 
the  4th,  Mr.  Francis,  London,  hsd  two  salmon  91b. 
and  8lb.   and  three  grilse,   61b.,   4lb.   and  41b. 
On  Milne  Graden  water,  Mr.  J.  B.  Hotham  caught 
three  grilse  on  Sept.  29.    On  Oct.  4,  Mr.  J.  Fulton 
one  gnlse.    On  Norham  water  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy, 
Alnwick,    had   one    salmon    of  29ib.  on  Sept. 
29.     The  heaviest  salmon   killed  in  the  Tweed 
for  some  seasons  past,  was  killed  at  Sprouaton 
Dub   on   Tuesday,   Oct.  11.     It  weighed  47lb. 
It  was  a  beautifully  made  male  salmon,  being  so 
short  for  its  weight  and  of  great  girth.    Tne  lucky 
angler  was  Captain  Seymour,  a  guest  of  General  Sir 
Henry  Trotter,  of  Charter  Hall,  and  what  adds 
interest  to  the  capture  is  that  it  was  the  first 
salmon  Captain  Seymour  ever  killed.    The  follow- 
ing are  tne  measurements,  taken  as  it  lay  in 
Mr.  Steel's  shop  at  Kelso,  where  it  was  sent  to 
be  kippered,  and  was  greatly  admired  while  on 
view.    Length,  48in.  ;  girth,  27in. ;  length  of  head, 
lOJin. ;  brenadth  of  tail,  lO^in. ;  girth  root  of  tail, 
9in.    Later. — At  Hendersyde,  on  the  12th,  Capt. 
Douglas  had  one  salmon  of  201b  ,  and  Lady  Laura 
Douglas  a  grilse  of  61b. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  trout  fishing  season 
at  Woodburn  and  Marshallstown  reservoirs  is  closing 
very  badly.  Although  numerous  anglers  were  out 
-  in  the  past  week  on  the  former  the  results  were 
poor,  the  bpst  catch  for  a  whole  day  being  seven 
trout,  killed  by  Mr.  J.  Kilpatrick.  No  fewer  than 
110  licences  were  taken  out  this  season  for  these 
waters.  Sea-trout  are  in  the  Comber,  but  they  are 
sulky,  and  the  same  applies  to  the  Crossgar  and  the 
Moneycaragh,  co.  Down.  It  ii  feared  that  the 
operations  of  the  Land  Act  will  have  an  unfavour- 
able effect  on  the  free  waters  in  this  distiist. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Killarney. — Since  last  report  fair  sport  has  been 
had  at  salmon,  which  appear  to  be  numerous  in 
the  Killarney  waters  at  present.  Brown  trout  con- 
tinue to  give  satisfactory  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  (Royal  Victoria  Hotel). — The  follow- 
ing iH  the  report  of  fishing  from  this  house  for  the 
paatweek: — Mr.  Malpass,  four  salmon,  Gib.,  101b., 
14 Jib.,  5^1b.,  and  twenty  trout;  Mr.  Burgess,  two 
salmon,  4ilb.,  7lb.,  and  twenty-eeven  trout ;  Capt. 
Crabtrte,  two  salmon,  31b.,  5 Jib.,  and  twenty-eight 
,  trout  ;  Mr.  Macdonald,  <)'>  trout ;  Mr.  T.  J.  J. 
Brook?,  twenty  trout. — J.  M.  D. 

Itongh  Cnrrane,  eto.  (Watervllle,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  very  much  against  angling, 
t    and  sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation.  The 


best  baskets  recorded  were  one  of  a  dozen  sea-trout 
had  on  one  day  by  Mr.  Dale,  of  Cork,  and  one  of 
nine  gea  trout  had  on  another  day  by  the  same 
gentleman  ;  and  one  take  of  a  peal  of  71b.  and  five 
sea-trout,  had  by  Mr.  Day. — T.  .J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr).  —  Sport 
with  rod  and  gun  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur,  continues  good.  Largest  trout  caught 
trolling  since  last  report  was  a  beautv  of  lOjlb.  by 
Mr.  Thorne,  which  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper 
and  Sons,  London,  to  be  set  up.  Largest  trout 
caught  on  artificial  fly,  51b.,  3]:lb.,  l|lb.,  by  Mr. 
Leitch.  Largest  pike,  181b.,  by  Mr.  Taylor.  Mr. 
Pimm,  shooting  on  Oct.  8,  made  a  nice  mixed  bag 
of  game,  one  and  a  half  brace  of  snipe,  two  brace  of 
partridge,  one  brace  of  duck,  and  two  hares. 
—J.  A.  J. 

Slonme  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 

The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries — Derg,  Glenelly, 
Strule,  Finn,  etc. — have  just  closed  for  angling, 
and  will  remain  closed  till  April  1.  Sport  in  the 
closing  days  was  very  good,  but  not  at  all  in  ratio 
to  the  number  of  salmon  in  the  rivers.  About 
these  waters  the  season's  bag  may  be  confidently 
put  at  not  less  than  700  salmon.  The  visitors  at  the 
Abercom  Hotel  alone  killed  278  fish.  Mr.  Dobson. 
a  well-known  angler,  topped  the  score  with  over  120 
fish,  and  a  profesional  killed  fifty-seven  fish. 
These  were  all  killed  on  the  artificial  fly,  for  the 
Fishery  Company  very  wisely  prohibited  the  use  of 
spoon,  live-bait,  and  prawn  in  the  past  season  at 
the  request  of  a  large  number  of  anglers.  The 
comiog  spawning  season  should  be  a  record  one, 
judging  from  the  number  of  fish  in  the  rivers.  In 
the  opinion  of  many  the  salmon  fishing  season  could 
be  advantageously  extended  to  the  end  of  October 
as  formerly. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  are  now  in  good  trim  for 
pike.  Colonel  Hewitt  had  three  pike,  171b.,  171b., 
and  301b.  ;  Mr.  Barnes,  five,  91b.,  91b.,  151b.,  16^1b., 
and  251b. ;  Mr.  Tunner,  nine,  4ilb.,  51b.,  5lb.,  71b., 
lilh.,  101b.,  llilb,  141b.,  and  191b.  Salmon  and 
grilse  are  taking  the  fly  Ireely  in  the  Palmerstown 
River.  Mr.  Maine  and  friend  had  very  good  wild- 
fowling  on  the  estuary  of  the  Moy. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe). — This 
section  of  the  grand  old  river  is  keeping  up  its  reputa- 
tion for  the  size  of  its  big  salmon.  During  the  last 
fortnight  three  fine  fish  have  been  landed — two  of 
421b.  each  and  one  of  361b.  Of  course,  several  other 
salmon  of  lesser  weights  have  also  been  taken,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  many  more  will  be  brought  to  boat 
before  the  closing  day  of  the  season,  Oct.  31.  Pike 
fishing  will  be  on  in  the  lake  any  hour  now. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  —  Sport 
has  exhibited  some  improvement  in  the  sea-trout 
department  since  last  report,  while  brown  trout 
have  generally  afforded  good  sport.  The  season 
closes  on  Oct.  15.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — On  one  day  four  anglers  had 
thirty  pol  ack  in  about  four  hours  On  another 
day  four  anglers  out  bottom  fishing  had  228  fish, 
principally  gurnard  and  bream.  On  another  day 
five  anglers  fishing  near  the  headland  inside  Bolus 
promontory  caught  220  whiting  and  24  bream. 
Rock  fishing  may  now  be  considered  as  at  an  end 
for  the  year.— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Good  sport  continues 
to  be  had  at  and  around  this  station.  The  takes  of 
pollack  ranged  from  a  dozen  to  two  dozen  fish  to 
each  rod  or  handline.  Bottom  fishers  had  on  an 
average  about  60  fish  to  each  rod  or  handline  daily, 
and  the  takes  principally  consisted  of  gurnard  and 
bream.  Rock  fishing  has  declined,  only  a  few 
black  pollack  being  had  in  this  department  re- 
cently. Bass  and  mackerel  are  once  more  numerous. 
— ,T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Thursday,  Oct.  G. — Wind,  N.W.,  strong, 
not  many  boats  out  fishing.  Messrs.  Richardson, 
Caruthers,  and  Kemp  fished  in  the  bay  in  a  galley 
punt,  and  returned  with  fourteen  score  mixtures. 
Oct.  7,  easterly,  first  part  of  day  strong,  backing 
round  to  south  later,  and  thick  with  rain  all  day  ; 
nothing  done  worth  mention,  but  one  local  fisher- 
man took  thirty  decent  codling  and  two  score  of 
whiting.  Oct.  8,  strong,  hard  wind,  N.N.W. ;  fishing 
fair  considering  the  state  of  weather ;  Messrs.  H. 
Woodruff  and  three  friends  had  over  five  score  of 
mixtures,  and  Messrs.  Richardson,  Kemp,  and 
Caruthers  seven  score,  whiting  principally.  Oct.  9, 
quite  a  summer  day,  sun  shining  brightly  and  blue 
sky.  Mr.  Nunn  and  Miss  Daisy  Hanger  went 
afloat  at  11  a.m.,  and  returned  4.30  p.m  ,  with  three 
score  codling  and  three  score  whiting,  the  largest  I 
have  seen  this  .season,  whilst  other  vary  in  quantity. 
Oct.  10. — Westerly,  moderate.  Fair  takes  of  fish 
landed.  Messrs.  Flaxman  and  Owen  took  three 
score  and  one  codling,  besides  other  fish.    Oct.  11. 


— Southerly,  fine,  and  blue  sky.  The  first  of  the 
herring  seetson  commenced  this  morning,  and  several 
boats  are  getting  their  nets  on  board  for  the  season. 
— Euwabd  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). —  Sport  upon  the  pier  has  been 
very  slow  lately,  although  local  conditions  have 
appeared  favourable.  Daylight  fishing  has  been 
very  'poor,  and  nightly  returns  have  not  proved 
very  encouraging.  Several  anglers  fished  through- 
out the  heavy  downpour  on  Friday,  Oct.  7,  and  a  few 
good  codling  and  whiting  were  taken,  but  the  average 
per  rod  was  very  small.  A  strong  north-west 
wind  prevailed  on  Oct.  8,  and  early  morning  anglers 
did  but  little,  though  later  in  the  day  better  results 
were  obtained.  Mr.  Miskin  included  one  very  large 
whiting  in  his  catch  and  Mr.  Geo.  Smith  was  quite 
satisfied  with  a  fair  mixed  bag.  On  Oct.  10,  Mr. 
Miskin  again  took  top  weight  with  thirteen  codling, 
others  doing  fairly  well,  and  Mr.  Dodd  landing  a 
small  bass — the  first  of  this  species  taken  upon  the 
pier  for  eight  years.  Oct.  11  proved  quite  an 
off  day,  but  Major  Seymour  and  several  others  did 
fairly  well  ;  Mr.  Cozens  took  a  small  gorebill  upon 
spinning  bait — quite  a  novelty  in  the  way  of  gport. 
The  water  on  October  12  was  gin  clear,  and  nothing 
whatever  was  done  until  late  in  the  day.  Mr.  J. 
Zaehnsdorf  hooked  and  landed  a  few  pollack,  in- 
cluding one  of  two  pounds,  which  was  as  perfect 
a  specimen  as  could  be  imagined,  being  splendidly 
baited  and  in  the  pink  of  condition. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Herne  Bay. — The  weather  during  the  last  few 
days  has  been  too  rough  for  much  sport,  but 
whiting  are  coming  in  in  good  numbers  and  run  a 
good  size ;  there  are  also  a  lot  of  plaice  and  dabs 
about,  and  codling  off  the  Bishopstone  rocks  ;  no 
bass  have  been  taken  with  the  rod  during  the  past 
week,  but  the  boatmen  have  netted  several  of  4lb, 
to  61b. — Joseph  Gbippeb. 

Lowestoft. — Whiting  are  now  in  and  good  sport 
is  to  be  obtained  on  any  tide.  The  fish  are  excep- 
tionally large  and  in  fine  condition.  Anyone 
requiring  good  sport  could  not  do  better  than  give 
Lowestoft  a  trial,  and  they  will  come  again  I  know. 
Boat  angling  is  in  full  swing,  and  fine  catches  are 
daily  recorded,  whilst  from  the  Claremont  Pier  and 
beaches  any  amount  of  fine  whiting  are  taken,  and 
a  good  sprinkling  of  cod,  dabs  (large),  and  flounders. 
The  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  held  a  com- 
petition on  Oct.  15,  on  the  Claremont  Pier,  weights 
to  count,  for  the  Nockolds  Cup ;  an  out  and  home 
has  been  arranged  for  between  the  Great  Yarmouth 
Sea  Angling  Club  and  the  Lowestoft  Club.  First 
match  on  Oct.  18  at  Yarmouth,  and  the  return  for 
Nov.  2  at  Lowestoft.  Twenty  members  a  side,  the 
Lowestoft  Club  rules  being  in  force.  A  boat  com- 
petition is  also  fixed  for  Oct.  20,  and  altogether 
any  angler  would  find  it  hard  to  find  a  place  where 
he  would  be  offered  more  attractions. — H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — Moderate  sport.  Mr.  Tremewan, 
B.S.A.S. ,  caught  on  Oct.  6  twenty-nine  mackerel, 
one  pollack ;  Oct.  8,  thirty-five  mackerel,  one 
gurnard  ;  Oct.  10,  nine  pollack,  forty  chad;  Oct.  11, 
two  conger,  two  pollack,  six  bream,  six  "sploshers," 
fourteen  wrasse,  and  thirteen  large  dogfish.  Mr.  V. 
Williams,  B.S.A.S.,  is  also  here  fishing,  with  but 
moderate  success.  Messrs.  Hendy  Brothers,  on 
Saturday  (Oct.  8),  took  on  their  boulters,  set  off  the 
Logan  Rock,  a  fine  specimen  of  the  spinous  shark; 
it  measured  7ft.  lin.  long,  and  weighed  about  2cwt. 
Whiffers  have  had  fair  sport,  one  catch  fifty  pollack 
and  four  mackerel.  Mr.  John  Branwell  caught  a 
pollack  which  weighed  12^1b.  Mr.  Jago,  of  Mara- 
zion,  recently  caught  forty-three  pollack,  largest 
161b.,  and  about  |cwt.  of  conger.  One  of  the 
pollack,  weighing  about  101b.,  had  a  hook  and  gut 
trace  attached  in  its  mouth,  which  Mr.  Jago  identi- 
fied as  being  tackle  carried  away  from  Dr.  Mackin- 
tosh some  five  weeks  previous.  Messrs,  Sainsbury 
and  Parker,  on  Oct.  11,  caught  eleven  conger, 
weighing  from  81b.  to  151b.  each.  Some  bass  have 
been  taken  from  the  new  pait  of  the  Promenade. 
Pier  fishing  at  Newly n,  one  catch,  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  "sploshers"  and  chad.  —  J.  H.  Rowe 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonthb — The  weather  on  the  whole  has  not 
been  very  favourable  for  fishing  during  the  week, 
but  the  whiting  boats  have,  perforce,  been  obliged 
to  go  out,  and  they  have  had  very  fair  catches. 
The  pier  fishermen  have  been  having  small  baskets, 
but  at  this  time  of  the  year  they  are  usually  on  the 
look-out  for  smelt,  and  several  have  already  been 
taken.  These  afford  good  sport,  and  some  of  the 
fishermen  use  a  plain  gut  paternoster  with  from 
eight  to  a  dozen  hooks,  and  it  is  no  uncommon 
thing,  when  they  are  biting  freely,  to  take  a  fish  on 
each  hook.  Pollack  and  bass  are  still  on  the  feed, 
and  mullet  also. — William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramegate. — Strong  north  easterly  winds  and 
heavy  rain  have  materially  interfered  with  fishing 
this  week.  On  the  one  or  two  favourable  days  the 
boats  have  brought  in  from  two  to  eight  score  of 
codUag  and  whiting.    Some  codling  and  whiting 
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have  been  taken  from  the  Iron  Pier,  and  on  the 
10th  and  11th  some  Bchool  basa  were  had  from  the 
Marina  and  steamer  landing  stage,  but  very  few  of 
them  passed  a  pound.  From  the  East  Pier  and  the 
harbour,  whiting,  pouting,  and  silver  eels  have  been 
taken,  a  few  of  the  latter  going  over  a  pound  and  a 
half.    Wind  north-easterly  tmd  unsettled. — Grey 

MULLETT. 

Sontliampton  Water. — The  whiting  and  pout 
fishing  continues  to  be  excellent;  tons  have  been 
taken.  Two  hundred  anglers  wore  out  on  Oct,  9, 
and  as  many  on  Oct.  12. — Cox  and  McPhebson, 
62,  High-street,  Southampton. 

Soutliwold. — So  far  this  season  I  have  been  un- 
able to  forward  you  any  news  of  fishing  here,  there 
having  been  until  the  last  two  days  absolutely 
nothing  to  report  of  interest.  The  season  is  only 
just  commencing,  and  is  unaccountably  late,  much 
to  the  disappointment  of  visitors  and  others  who 
have  been  patiently  waiting  for  whiting  and  codling 
to  arrive.  On  Oct.  11  the  writer  and  another  angler 
from  the  pier  took  some  71b.  and  51b.  respectively 
of  whiting  of  good  size.  The  herring  have  arrived 
in  large  quantities,  and  on  October  1 L  were  on  offer 
at  9d.  per  100  retail.  With  herring  in,  whiting  and 
codling  may  now  be  expected  in  good  quantity.  Mr. 
Marriott  landed  a  nice  conger,  and  several  fine 
dabs  are  being  taken  to-day  (Oct.  12).  Last  year, 
from  the  pier,  splendid  catches  of  cod  resulted,  and 
I  have  just  seen  some  fine  fellows  taken  in  the  trawl 
nets,  which  augurs  well  for  next  week. — L.  B. 
Wbightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — Fishing  very  good  for 
conger.  Many  good  takes  have  been  recorded  by 
Tom  Hutchings  and  W.  Dymond. — Wm.  Vickeby. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  Monthly  Delegate  Meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  October  17,  at  8  ^s.m.  The  president, 
Mr.  Pbilio  Geen,  has  promised  to  occupy  the  chair. 
— R.  G.  WoodruH  (Sec.j. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Possibly  the  most  successful  supper  of  this  society 
took  place  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  11,  at  the  Broad-street 
Restaurant,  E.G.,  a  very  large  company  (including 
many  ladies)  being  present,  bnd  Mr.  G.  W.  Thomp- 
son in  the  chair.  The  menu  was  an  excellent  one, 
and,  further,  it  was  splendidly  served,  great  credit 
being  due  to  the  caterers  (Messrs,  Hughes  &  Co., 
and  their  very  efficient  manager,  Mr.  H.  Taylor)  for 
the  capital  arrangements  made.  The  abundant 
repast  having  been  fully  discussed,  a  short  list  of 
toasts,  etc.,  commenced  the  post-prandial  proceed- 
ings, '"The  King,"  as  usual,  being  first  given  in  a  very 
neat  speech  by  the  chairman ;  followed  by  that  of 
"  The  Press,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard 
(Fishing  Gazette) ;  "  The  Visitors  and  Ladies," 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Blandford  and  Mr.  E.  B. 
Lockhart;  and  "The  C.L.P.S.,"  a  toast  most 
enthusiastically  received.  A  splendid  programme 
of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  followed,  under  the 
very  efficient  direction  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker ;  some 
beautiful  songs  being  finely  given  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  F.  Dowell,  and  others ;  whilst  some  most  choice 
instrumental  pieces  were  rendered  by  the  following 
artistes: — Mr.  Cox,  violin  solo;  'cello  solo  by  Mr. 
Hall ;  and  violin  solo  by  Mrs.  Hall ;  Mi?8  Lily 
Barrett  and  Mr.  Cox  presiding  most  effectively  at 
the  piano.  Special  mention  must  be  made  of  some 
very  beautiful  recitations  most  delightfully  fiiven 
by  the  very  charming  juvenile  Miss  Irene  Barrett, 
a  feature  of  the  evening  being  thejpresentation  of 
the  society's  silver  medal  to  the  young  lady,  as  a 
mark  of  appreciation  of  her  very  great  talents  and 
ability.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  most  enthusiastically 
passed  to  the  chairman  for  the  great  ability  he  had 
shown  in  carrying  out  a  very  complicated  pro- 
gramme, which  included  the  presentation  of 
the  "Haynes  Dace  Medal"  to  Mr.  W.  Lowe. 
During  the  proceedings  a  telegram  was  receivpd 
from  Mr.  John  Warne  (who  was  fishing  in  Ireland), 
stating  that  the  "weather  was  bad,  sport  worse." 
The  chairman  during  the  evening  also  announced 
that  Mr.  Hollands  would  present  a  rod  as  a  prize 
for  best  six  whiting  taken  at  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
also  that  any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  Mr. 
Gilbert's  party  for  fishing  at  Southend  on  Oct.  18 
should  start  by  train  leaving  Fenchurch-street  at 
8.11  a.m.  Mr.  Gilbert's  address  is  "Inglesido," 
Boston-avenue,  Southend. — Hon.  Seo. 

Gresham  Anolino  Society. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Chaateney  presided  over  the  adjourned 
committee  meeting  on  Oct.  11,  and  Mr.  W.  Dick 
over  the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed.  Mr. 
C.  J.  Hayward  gave  an  interesting  account  of  a 
visit  paid  to  the  new  station  opened  by  the  G.E.R., 


and  thought  that,  as  a  centre  for  sea' fishing,  there 
was  a  good  future  before  it,  but  at  present  the  time 
was  not  yet  ripe.  The  "  Geen  and  Beckett  Testi- 
monial "  list  was  well  supported  on  Oct.  11. 
Members  who  have  not  contributed,  and  who  wish 
to  take  part,  should  forward  their  subscrip- 
tions at  once,  as  the  list  will  close  shortly. 
Some  capital  fishing  reports  were  handed  in  during 
the  evening.  Dr.  Spencer  had  eighteen  jack  from 
private  water,  ranging  from  4Jlb.  to  91b. ;  Mr.  C.  L. 
Gill  took  roach  up  to  21b.  4Joz.,  grayling  of  l^lb. 
and  trout  (returned)  up  to  31b.  The  trout  gave 
splendid  sport  on  a  light  line.  He  (Mr.  Gill) 
has  not  run  so  far  or  fast  for  many  years.  Mr. 
P.  W.  Salmond,  who  was  fishing  with  Mr.  Gill, 
had  even  better  sport,  capturing  eight  roach 
ranging  from  lib.  5oz.  to  21b.  3oz.,  grayling  of 
2lb.  14oz.,  21b.  l2oz.,  and  lib.  8oz.,  and  trout 
of  21b.  (returned).  He  also  had  plenty  of  exercise  as 
he  was  using  a  roach  pole  and  a  tight  line.  Mr.  A. 
Saunders  took  pike  up  to  91b.,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Bow- 
man, at  Deal,  had  capital  takes  of  codling  and 
whiting.  A  fine  specimen  of  what  was  considered 
a  sea  bream,  weighing  201b.,  was  on  view,  kindly  sent 
by  Mr.  Taylor  for  inspection.  The  usual  toast  and 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  a  pleasant 
evening. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Robert  Bradford  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  at  which  there  was  a  large  and  gratifying 
attendance  of  members.  From  angling  reports  to 
hand  it  appeared  that  the  grayling  on  the  Lam- 
bourn  had  been  moving  freely.  Mr.  M.  Colles  killed 
a  brace  and  a  half,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  the  sanoe 
number — the  successful  fly  being  the  Witch.  The 
first-named  gentleman  had  also  a  couple  of 
pike  from  the  Kennet  weighing  lllb.,  and  Mr.  Rolt 
a  brace  of  fine  grayling  Irom  another  part  of  ihe 
Kennet  scaling  31b.  2oz.  On  the  Itchin  Mr.  Horace 
Brown,  with  the  Green  Wonder,  landed  several  nice 
grayling,  and  quite  a  number  of  trout,  the  latter 
being  returned.  There  was  a  huge  hatch  of  fly  on 
Oct.  8,  despite  the  gale  which  obtained.  There  are 
plenty  of  grayling  up  to  21b.  in  the  Lamboum,  and 
it  should  well  repay  members  to  try  for  them. 
They  do  not  take  kindly  to  the  wet  fly,  all  killed  up 
to  the  present  coming  to  the  floating  fly,  fished  as 
dry  as  possible.  At  Uxbridge  Mr.  i?'orster  Hardy 
had  a  quantity  of  perch  on  the  minnow,  retaining  a 
few  up  to  lib.  in  weight.  Mr.  A..  C.  Poole  had  done 
some  oyster  dredgina:  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Brightlingsea,  He  mentioned  a  curious  incident 
which  came  under  his  notice  while  at  Harris.  On 
opening  a  sperm  whale  which  had  been  caught  by 
the  fishermen  there,  a  shark  was  discovered  inside 
it.  Inside  the  shark  again  was  a  hook  with  a  chain 
attached,  the  two  latter  articles  having  been  iden- 
tified as  being  made  in  far  off  Iceland.  The  chair- 
man had  drawn  a  blank  as  far  as  grayling  were 
concerned  on  the  Lambourn,  though  he  landed  and 
returned  several  bonny  trout. — Hon.  Sec, 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  large  attendance  of  the  general  public  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  12,  at  the  annual  exhibition  of 
sea  fishing  tackle  at  the  society's  rooms  in  Fetter- 
lane  amply  justified  the  judgment  of  the  committee 
in  throwing  open  what  had  hitherto  been  private  to 
members  and  their  friends.  In  the  evening  hourn 
reserved  for  them,  the  rooms  were  "  chock-a-block," 
and  moving  about  was  not  easy.  The  interest 
taken  in  the  sport  by  the  fairer  sex  was  markedly 
manifested,  and  even  the  oldest  and  the — no, 
one  can't  say  crossest — (no  sea  angler  ever  is 
cross)  —  man  present  quietly  accepted  the 
innovation  with  a  smile  of  pleasure.  Even  at 
the  evening  meeting  the  lady  member  was  in 
evidence — and  they  fish.  A  telegram  on  the  board 
announced  probably  a  record  catch  at  Deal  by  Mrs. 
Hussey  and  her  daughter,  fishing  from  a  boat  with 
rod  and  line — tout  en  re'jle — and  no  doubt  Thursday 
and  Friday  will  see  many  more  vifeitors  of  all  kinds, 
for  sea  angling  is  rapidly  becoming  the  sport  of 
rich  and  poor,  and  they  cannot  work  without  tools. 
Of  course,  to  the  old  angler  there  :is  nothing  new 
under  the  sun,  for  heis  always  thoroughly  posted  upin 
new  improvements;  indeed, he  always  tells  you  he  did 
that  "when  he  was  a  boy,"  but  the  young  and 
inexperienced  find  much  to  interest  and  to  teach 
them  in  having  brought  before  their  eyes,  and  at 
once,  all  the  up-to-date  appliances  in  use.  The 
trade,  stimulated  by  the  rapidly  increasing  demand, 
makes  each  year  a  better  show,  the  observant  eye 
can  see,  in  the  skilful  design  and  perfect  workman- 
ship, and  especially  in  the  reduced  cost — results  of 
the  use  of  increased  capital  and  manufacture  on  a 
larger  scale.  When  a  firm  like  Hardy  Brothers 
produceeach  year  a  handsomely  illustrated  catalogue 
of  350  pages  and  employ  at  their  works  at  Alnnick, 
England,  some  hundreds  of  workpeople  of  both 


sexes— like  Allcock,  of  Redditch.  take  up  all  new 
improvements  and  carry  them  into  effect  at  their, 
large  and  well-appointed  works — the  result  [is  a 
natural  one,  that  we  in  England  make  for  the  world 
— "Made  in  Germany"  is  never  seen  on  fishing 
gear,  the  only  French  maker  is  an  Englishman, 
and  even  our  ingenious  and  somewhat  rapacious 
American  cousin  cannot  make  all  the  tp.ckle  he 
needs  but  takes  a  lot  from  this  side ;  Canada,  like  a 
true  daughter,  though  she  has  the  States  at  her 
elbow,  comes  here  for  what  she  wants. 

Australia  and  New  Zealand,  India,  China,  and 
Japan,  wherever  the  Briton  goes,  there  our  tackle 
is  found,  and  the  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  It 
would  appear  that  by  common  consent  our  makers 
have  refused  to  produce  "shoddy"  goods,  and 
never  has  the  excellence  of  material  and  the  per- 
fection of  labour  been  "writ  so  large"  as  in  the 
trade  exhibits  in  Fetter-lane,  for  "trade"  exhibits 
they  all  are.  Somewhat  to  the  regret  of  old  habitue i 
the  members'  exhibits  were  not  as  usual  in  past 
years  there.  Notions  somehow  quickly  find  their 
way  to  the  Patent  Office. 

The  various  stalls  showed  a  wonderful  level  of 
excellence,  yet  to  the  skilled  observer  each  had  an 
individuality.  Hardy  Brothers  had  a  surprisingly 
good  show  of  rods — rich  men's  rods  and  poor  men's 
rods,  the  latter  made  out  of  what  was  formerly 
treated  as  waste  material,  but  in  its  present 
application  "of  the  best."  The  manufacture  of 
the  split  cane  rod,  with  its  steel  core,  was  illustrated 
by  specimens  showing  the  stages  of  the  manu- 
facture ;  the  care  exercised  was  so  manifest,  that 
wonders  ceased  on  seeing  results.  Fittings  were 
perfect,  and  the  use  of  agate,  highly  polished, 
for  the  rings,  and  the  smooth  running  of  the 
winches,  took  away  «dl  surprise  at  the  astonish- 
ing casts  made  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tourna- 
ment, so  ably  projected  and  carried  out  by 
the  society's  vice-president,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 
Even  a  small  bridge  is  introduced  to  keep  the  line 
from  flapping  on  the  rod — every  little  helps.  The 
"  Ebono "  composition  winch  with  manganese 
bronze  fittings  was  a  perfect  piece  of  machinery, 
and  good  specimens  of  the  common,  or  garden, 
wooden  winch  were  not  wanting.  Indeed,  there  ia 
a  growing  tendency  in  the  experienced  sea  angler 
to  revert  to  this  simpler  form,  especially  for  night 
fishing  when  he  "canna  be  fashed  "  with  machines. 
Their  Fame  reel  in  ebonite  was  a  good  one.  Flies 
for  bass,  mackerel,  and  sea-trout  were  there  in 
abundance. 

Messrs.  Little,  of  the  Haymarket,  had  a  good 
show  of  their  own,  and  Messrs.  Allcocks'  pro- 
ductions— hooks,  tackle,  flies  and  artificial  baits, 
their  neat  case  of  192  veu'ieties  of  the  latter  looking 
very  formidable.  Indeed,  in  tackle  cabinets,  lead 
boxes  and  cctses  their  show  was  unique.  Their  boat 
rod,  each  length  capable  of  separate  use,  again 
appeared  with  improvements,  and  is  a  success. 
They  had  also  the  novelty  of  the  season,  the  Bates' 
automatic  release  lead  and  float — patented  by 
Allcock — designed  to  meet  the  difficulty  caused  by 
the  increasing  use  of  very  long  traces  causing  diffi- 
culty in  bringing,  by  the  use  of  the  rod,  the  fish 
into  gaffing  distance.  They  are  now  being  exten- 
sively used,  removing  all  difficulty. 

Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  of  Rose bery- avenue,  had, 
as  usual,  a  very  full  exhibit.  Indeed,  there  is 
nothing  a  sea  angler  needs,  and  many  things 
that  he  does  not  need,  that  cannot  be  got  at 
Carter's.  They  are,  indeed,  universal  providers. 
Their  "Corfe,"  "Zaehnsdorf," and"Mallett"  rodsare 
still  excellent  and  to  the  fore,  while  the  "  Spray," 
an  adaptation  from  Nottingham,  the  Margate  mullet 
rod,  light  and  lissome  for  ladies,  and  Dr.  Patterson's 
improved  were  new.  Their  tanned  canvas  wallets 
were  decidedly  workmanlike. 

Over  Messrs.  Holbrow  &  Go's  stall  (of  Duke-street, 
St.  James')  figured  the  well-known  tarpon  so 
kindly  lent  to  the  society,  and  this  exhibit  was 
characterised  by  its  solid  excellence — all  good  and 
workmanlike. 

Messrs.  Gamage  &  Co.,  of  Holborn,  certainly  gave 
the  "  progressive  "  show  of  the  exhibition,  lacking 
some  of  the  excellence  of  the  older  hands,  but 
pushful — very.  They  very  usefully;  included  an 
exhibit  of  sea  angling  outfit — clothes,  caps,  etc..  etc. 
The  sea  boots  of  Messrs.  N.  Thierry,  Ltd.,  Gresham- 
street,  were  nice  looking  (something  to  say  for  sea 
boots),  and  decidedly  looked  like  wearing  well  and 
keeping  out  the  wet.  So  also  Messrs.  Anderson,  of 
Queen  Victoria-street,  waterproofs,  whose  novelty 
was  the  traditional  sou'-wester  with  a  breast-plate 
making  the  wearerlook  very  like  a  diver  armed  for  the 
fray.  A  member,  Mr.  A.  J.  Gear,  of  Ascot,  sent  a 
lovely  cast  ot  a  cod's  head  and  shoulders,  by  far  the 
most  artistic  and  lifelike  exhibit  of  the  kind  ever  seen 
in  the  society's  rooms.  Altogether  a  most  successful 
show,  remarkably  well  engineered  by  Mr.  Pickup. 

Next  Wednesday  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Mr. 
Hubert  Bass  upon  the  "Nationalisation  of  the 
Fishery  Industry  of  the  United  Kingdom." — H,  P. 
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New  Work  by  an  Old  Publisher. 


HOW  READY. 


AFTER  WORK: 

Fragments  from  the  Workshop  of  an  Old  Publisher 
By  EDWARD  MARSTON,  F.R.G.S. 

("THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER"). 

"At  seventeen  years  many  their  fortunes  seek, 
But  at  fourscore  it  is  too  late  a  week."— >4s  you  like  it. 

THE  book  forms  a  volume  of  358  pages  demy  octavo,  printed  in  the  best  style  of  the  CUswick  Press, 
and  appropriately  bound.     Price  105.  net. 

It  contains  a  photogravure  frontispiece  and  twenty -four  illustrations,  mostly  portraits,  but  also 
a  few  landscape  views.  It  is  Chronological  in  form,  starting  with  the  writer's  birth  in  the  twenties  op 
THE  NINETEENTH  CENTURY,  and  ending  with  the  first  month  of  the  first  year  of  the  twentieth  century — the  end 
of  the  Victorian  Era. 


BOOKS  BY  THE  SAME  WRITER. 


COPYRIGHT :     National   and  International. 

Second  Edition.    Svo.  2s. 

FRANK'S  RANCH;  or,  My  Holidays  in  the 
Rockies.  1885.  5s.  Sixtii  Edition  out  of  print. 
A  few  copies  remain  of  an  earlier  edition. 

AN  AMATEUR  ANGLER'S  DAYS  IN  DOVE 
DALE.    Is.  and  2s.  6d.  [Now  out  of  print. 

HOW  STANLEY  WROTE  "  IN  DARKEST 
AFRICA."    Crown  Svo.  Is. 

FRESH    WOODS   AND    PASTURES  NEW. 

16mo.    1«.  [6».  edition  out  of  print. 

BY  MEADOW  AND  STREAM  ;  Pleasant 
Memories  of  Pleasant  Places.  Is.  and  Is.  6d. 

[6».  edition  out  of  print. 


London : 

SAilPSON  LOW,  MAKSTON  &  COMPANY,  LTD. 


BOOKS  BY  THE  SAME  WRITER. 


DAYS  IN  CLOVER.    lOmo.  Is. 

[6s.  edition  out  of  print. 

ON  A  SUNSHINE  HOLYDAY.  Large  paper,  6s. 
net ;  Cheap  Edition,  Is.  ed. 

AN  OLD  MAN'S  HOLIDAYS.  Fcap.Svo.  Second 
Edition,  with  Portrait,  2s.  net.  Large  Paper 
Edition,  6s.  net. 

SKETCHES  OF  BOOKSELLERS  OF  OTHER 
DAYS.  Fcap.  8vo.,  half  parchment,  gilt  top. 
With  Portraits.    5s.  net. 

SKETCHES  OF  BOOKSELLERS  OF  THE 
TIME  OF  DR.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON.  Fcap. 
8vo.,  half  parchment,  gilt  top.    5s.  net. 

DOVE  DALE  RE=VISITED;  with  Other  Holi- 
day  Sketches.    Fcap.  8vo.,  cloth,  2s.  6d.  net. 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANV,  LTD. 


The  following  brief  preliminary  articles  about  the  Author  and  his  book  have  already  appeared  (among  many  others) : — 


From  "THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC" 

(London,  England). 

"  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  whose  reminiscences,  '  After  Work,'  are 
coming  from  Mr.  Heinemann  this  autumn,  has  been  the  doyen  of  the 
publishing  trade  since  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Smith,  of  '  Dictionary 
of  National  Biography '  fame.  This  is  by  no  means  the  first  time  that 
Mr.  Marston  has  turned  author,  for  he  has  a  list  of  about  a  dozen 
other  volumes  to  his  credit,  one  of  which,  describing  his  visit  to  the 
Rockies  in  1885,  has  gone  through  five  editions.  Every  good  fisherman, 
too,  knows  and  appreciates  his  work  as  the  '  Amateur  Angler,'  and 
the  publishing  trade  itself  will  always  think  of  him — as  he  thought  of 
his  friend  Blackmore — as  'a  singularly  modest,  genial,  high-minded 
English  gentleman.'  The  story  of  his  sixty  odd  years  of  publishing 
cannot  fail  to  prove  a  valuah)le  contribution  to  the  existing  literature 
on  the  history  of  bookselling — at  present  miserably  inadequate — quite 
apart  from  its  general  interest.  '  A  publisher's  experience,'  writes 
Mr.  Marston,  '  is,  on  the  whole,  uneventful  and  monotonous  enough, 
and  his  dealings  with  authors  for  the  most  part  confined  to  the  plain 
business  between  them ' ;  but  Mr.  Marston's  relations  with  his  authors 
were  of  the  old-fashioned,  intimate  kind.  To  Black  and  Blackmore,  for 
instance,  he  was  their  personal  friend,  as  well  as  their  publisher,  and 
he  has  many  good  stories  to  tell  concerning  these  and  other  distinguished 
authors  with  whom  he  has  been  associated." 


From  "THE  PUBLISHERS'  WEEKLY" 

(New  York). 

"  Under  the  happy  title  of  'After  Work  :  Fragments  from  the  Work- 
shop of  an  Old  Publisher,'  Edward  Marston,  F.R.G.S.,  the  veteran  head 
of  the  house  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &'Co.,  to  which  post  he  came  so 
many  years  ago  on  the  retirement  of  Sampson  Low  the  elder,  is  to 
publish  a  volume  of  personal  reminiscences  covering  a  connection  with 
the  business  of  bookselling  and  publishing  in  Great  Britain  for  over 
sixty  years.  '  It  was  in  the  forties '  that  Mr.  Marston  went  to  London, 
and  was  engaged  by  Sampson  Low  as  an  assistant,  and  so  came  into 
relation  with  Macaulay,  the  Pollocks,  G.  P.  R.  James,  and  other 
authors,  and  with  the  original  Harper  Brothers,  and  was  associated 
with  the  start  of  The  Publishers'  Circular.  From  1856,  nearly  fifty 
years  ago,  when  he  became  a  partner  in  the  house,  he  came  more  and 
more  into  close  relations  with  noted  authors,  American  and  English, 
and  some  of  the  reminiscences — as  those  of  Mrs.  Stowe,  Henry  M. 
Stanley,  and  others,  will  add  much  to  the  biographical  data  as  to 
those  distinguished  people.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  book  will 
be  of  particular  interest  to  the  trade,  and  of  general  interest  to  the 
reading  public.  William  Heinemann  will  be  the  English  publisher, 
and  Charles  Scribner's  Sons  the  American  pyljlisher?." 


LONDON:  WILLIAM  HEINEMANN,  20  and  21,  Bedford  Street. 
NEW  YORK:  CHARLES  SCRIBNER'S  SONS,  153  to  157,  Fibth  Avenue. 
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^offings  bp  tf)c  i^a^. 

"Of  the  vnse  and  intelligent,  the  time  in  devoted  to 
the  acquisition  and  enjoyment  of  learning  ;  that  of  (he 
stupid  is  wasted  in  misery,  sleep,  and  quarrel." — 

RiSHI. 


The  Folkestone  Sea  Anglino;  Association  an- 
nounce the  Grand  Autumn  Competition  as  follows  : 
From  boats,  November  5,  6,  7 ;  from  the  piers 
(Victoria  Pier  and  S.E.  &  C.R.  new  pier),  November 
19,  20,  and  21.  The  F.S.A  A.  is  affiliated  to  the 
B.S.A.S.,  who  will  (in  addition  to  the  many  valuable 
prizes,  including  the  "  Sassoon "  Challenge  Cup, 
gold,  silver,  and  bronzo  medals  offered  by  the 
F.S.A.A.)  present  additonal  silver  and  bronze 
medals.  It  may  be  noted  that  this  competition  is 
open  to  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  and  of  affiliated 
societies.  Entries  close  on  Nov.  2  for  boats,  and  on 
Nov.  16  for  piers.  The  prize  list  and  rules  to  be 
observed  should  be  in  the  hands  of  a'l  intending 
competitors,  and  will  be  forwarded  on  application 
to  the  hon.  sec,  Mr,  A.  C.  Wampach,  Wampach's 
Hotel,  Folkestone.  Special  railway  facilities  have 
been  granted  by  the  S.E.  and  C.R< 


At  Chatham,  recently,  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board  prosecuted  six  Essex  fishermen  for  unlawful 
fishing.  It  appeared  that  the  defendants  tried  to 
outmancBUvre  the  river  keeper  by  coming  over  to 
the  Kent  shore  off  AUhallows.  The  official,  how- 
ever, anticipated  them,  and  by  lying  concealed 
some  hours  succeeded  in  catching  the  defendants  in 
the  act.  They  were  not  only  fishing  during  the 
close  season,  but  used  an  illegal  net  in  order  to  take 
whitebait,  the  net  also  serving  to  catch  miniature 
fish  of  various  kinds.  The  county  magistrates 
imposed  penalties  amounting  to  £20. 


On  Wednesday  evening  next,  Oct.  19,  Mr.  Hubert 
Bass  will  read  a  paper  before  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  entitled, 
"  The  Nationalisation  of  the  Fishery  Industry  of 
the  United  Kingdom." 


Just  a  reminder  to  the  effect  that  the  outing 
on  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  18,  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorials  will  be  to  Leigh-on-Sea,  and  not  to 
Burnham-on-Crouch  as  was  previously  announced. 


It  is  rather  curious  that  the  golden  eaales  in 
Scotland  do  not  increase  at  a  faster  rate.  It  does 
not  even  seem  to  be  certain  that  they  are  increasing 
at  all.  With  the  extension  of  the  deer  forest  area 
during  recent  years,  eagles  and  other  birds  and 
beasts  that  used  to  be  exterminated  as  vermin 
have  received  a  good  deal  of  encouragement,  be- 
cause of  their  usefulness  in  killing  down  the  grouse, 
which  are  such  a  nuisance  to  the  deer  stalker.  But, 
even  with  all  the  favour  shown  to  them,  the  eagles 
(says  Country  Life)  are  still  not  numerous.  It  is 
true  that  the  old  birds  will  always  chase  away  the 
young  ones  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  old  nest 
after  awhile ;  but  Scotland  is  broad,  and  contains 
many  craggy  hills  that  look  as  if  they  would  be 
"eligible  building  sites"  for  eagles. 


The  membership  of  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling 
Society  now  reaches  300  strong.    Several  eompeti 
tions    have  been  arranged  for  the  season  just 
commenced. 


In  another  column  will  be  found  an  account  of 
the  very  successful  "  Supper  "  held  at  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorial  Society's  headquarters,  the 
Broad-street  Restaurant,  on  Tuesday  evening  last, 
Host  Hughes  is  to  be  c 'ngratulated  upon  having 
such  a  capable  manager  as  Mr.  H.  Taylor.  The 
supper,  from  soup  to  celery,  was  worthy  of  the 
very  best  of  City  restaurants.  The  chairman  was 
worthy  of  his  position,  the  artists  really  very 
capable,  and  little  Miss  Irene  Barrett,  whose  recita- 
tions were  rendered  in  a  perfectly  charming  manner, 
was  deserving  to  the  full  the  silver  medal  of  the 
society  with  which  she  was  presented^ 


"  One  day,"  says  "Spinning  Minnow,"  "a  toiling 
piscator  was  flogging  some  preserved  water  with  a 
fly  to  try  and  ensnare  the  wily  trout  which  ran 
large  in  that  stream.    It  was  a  dull  day  and  the 

wallows  were  flying  very  low.  Suddenly  the  angler 
saw  a  tremendous  commotion  on  the  top  of  the 
water  and  one  swallow  had  disappeared — been 

swallowed '  in  fact.  The  fisher  went  on  with  his 
work,  and  half  an  hour  after  caught  a  very  fine 
trout.  On  opening  its  mouth  to  get  the  fly,  out 
flew  the  swallow,  but  the  fish  got  away.  When  I 
told  this  plain,  unvarnished  tale  to  a  fishy  friend, 
the  latter  said,  '  I  suppose  it  came  back  to  build  in 
the  same  fish's  mouth  next  year  ?  '  *  No,  sir,  it 
didn't,'  I  replied,  '  as  the  angler  caught  the  same 
fish  again  on  the  following  day  by  using  an  artificial 

wallow  off  one  of  his  wife's  old  hats  for  a  bait.'  " 


October  25  will  be  the  Jubilee  of  the  Charge  of 
the  Light  Brigade,  and  on  that  date  it  will  be 
celebrated  at  Micldlebrook's  Museum,  Regent' 
Park,  when  the  old  Balaclava  bugle  will  be  brought 
forth  An  old  soldier  will  sound  the  "walk," 
"  trot,"  "  gallop,"  and  "charge,"  as  at  Balaclava 
Oct.  25,  1854,  and  a  veteran  survivor  of  the  fatal 
ride  will  recite  Tennyson's  poem.  The  old  bugle 
cost  750  guineas,  and  its  owner,  Mr.  Middlebrook 
will  leave  it  to  the  17  th  Lancers  at  his  death.  The 
Jubilee  entertainment  is  under  the  management^of 
Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  Editor  of  Amuaemenl. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs,  the  distribution  of  prizes 
won  at  Windsor  and  Yalding  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  October  18,  at  9  p.m.,  at  a  smoking  con- 
cert, to  be  given  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Ber- 
reondsey-street.  Mr.  C,  A.  Medcalf  will  preside. 
A  hearty  welcome  to  all  anglers  is  given. 


The  Briny  Anglers*  Association,  whose  head- 
quarters are  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square, 
Blackfriars,  S.E.,  announce  that  on  Oct.  23  their 
third  Open  Competition  will  take  place  at  Burnham- 
on-Crouch.  Tickets,  including  entrance  fee,  boat, 
and  bait,  33.  each.  A  series  of  prizes  will  be  allotted 
according  to  entrance  fees  received.  The  entries 
close  to-day  (Oct.  15),  and  application  should  be 
made  to  Mr.  G.  B.  Bullock  either  at  headquarters 
or  61,  Gibbon-road,  Nunhead,  S.E. 


The  Mick,  in  the  course 'of  a  fierce  argument, 
ately  let  out:  "Phwat  the  divil  is  the  good  uv 
staring  facts  in  the  face  and  tarning  yer  back  on 
thim  at  the  same  toimo  ?    Tell  me  that,  now.''^ 


"Oh,  That  Boy  !  " 

I  tried  him  with  Wickham,  and  Spinner,  and  Dun, 

And  Alder,  and  Grannom,  and  Sedge, 
But  he  simply  looked  with  an  eye  full  of  fun. 

As  I  crept  'neath  the  shade  of  a  hedge. 
And  so  I  went  homewards,  and  only  to  hear 

Next  morning  (Oh,  how  I  did  squirm!) 
That  an  eighteen  inch  trout  a  boy  had  pul!ed  out. 

With  a  pin  that  was  bent  and  a  worm ! 

—  R.  W.  V, 

In  consequence  of  the  favourable  weather,  we 
suppose,  snakes  are  exceptionally  numerous,  both 
hero  and  on  the  Continent.  The  Daily  Telegraph 
says  that  labourers  in  the  Allier  department  re- 
cently discovered  in  one  spot  a  nest  of  406  adders 
and  166  eggs.  The  men  were  at  work  repairing  a 
river  lock.  One  of  them  had  laid  his  coat  down  on 
the  embankment.  Near  by  a  little  girl  of  seven 
sat  on  a  stone.  Returning  to  the  embankment  to 
fetch  something  out  of  his  pocket,  the  labourer  saw 
the  head  of  a  serpent  protruding  from  under  the 
child's  seat.  The  little  girl  being  hastily  called 
away,  the  men  lifted  the  stone  and  found  beneath 
tweoty-threa  vipers.  Pursuing  investigations,  they 
captured  and  killed  the  number  mentioned.  The 
smallest  of  the  vipers  was  eight  and  a  half  inches 
long.  The  eggs,  placed  in  a  barrel  half  full  of 
cement,  hatched  twenty-four  hours  later,  a  small 
but  lively  adder  wriggling  from  each  one,  only  to 
be  promptly  squelched.  As  a  reward,  generally  at 
the  rate  of  fivepence  per  head,  is  paid  for  the 
destruction  of  vipers  in  France,  the  labourers  did  a 
good  day's  work  in  every  way.  Venomous  serpents 
have  been  particularly  numsroua  and  prolific  this 
summer,  owing  to  the  continuous  warm  weather. 
But  they  always  have  abounded  in  French  wood 
land.  Only  twenty-four  out  of  the  eighty-nine 
departments  of  France  are  tree  from  them.  In 
those  of  the  Vendee  and  the  Foire  Inferieure,  321 
persons  were  bitten  during  the  past  six  years,  sixty 
two  of  them  fatally.  Statistics  show  that  one 
person_die3  out  of  every  five  persons  bitten. 


The  Editor  hands  me  the  following  wheeze  and 
says  it  was  cut  from  the  San  Francisco  Argonaut, 
and  wants  to  know  if  they  did  not  get  it  from  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Well,  if  it  has  not  been  in  before 
it  ought  to  have  been  :  "  Once  a  clergyman  went  to 
pay  a  visit  to  an  old  Yorkshire  yeoman,  who  was 
lying  on  hia  deathbed.  After  a  few  preliminary 
words,  the  worthy  minister  said  that  if  the  veteran 
had  anything  on  his  mind  he  hoped  he  would  ease 
his  conscience  and  confide  it  to  his  pastoral  ear,  so 
that  he  might  die  in  peace.  *  Well,  sir,'  answered 
the  old  sportsman,  '  if  I  only  had  to  live  my  life 
over  again,  I'd  fish  more  with  bait  [and  less  with 
flies.' ", 


"  One  of  the  difficulties  which  now  confronts  the 
Sleaford  Angling  Club,"  says  the  Gainsborough 
Leader,  "  is  that,  whilst  the  members  (or  some  of 
them)  have  learned  how  to  catch  fish,  they  have 
not  yet  acquired  the  gentle  art  of  catching  trains. 
Although  the  train  is  on  the  line,  and  your  angler 
is  told  to  hook  it  or  he  won't  catch  it,  he  just  as 
often  fails  to  land  it.  But  what  happened  the  other 
day  when  a  party  of  the  anglers  decided  to  catch 
a  train  preliminary  to  catching  fish  and  other  things 
was  even  unusual  for  an  angler.  The  fishers  fished 
about  in  their  pockets,  and  caught  enough  money  ' 
to  bait  the  ticket  clerk.  They  landed  the  tickets, 
and  then  sat  down  contentedly  to  await  a  chance 
of  catching  the  train.  When  the  ticket  collector 
had  allowed  them  a  long  and  much-needed  rest,  he 
told  them  the  train  was  not  running.  What  hap- 
pened after  that  deponent  sayeth  not." 


"The  changed  conditions  in  the  herring  industry,'' 
says  the  Eastern  Daily  Press,  "have  become  very 
apparent  this  year.  At  one  time  the  herring  fishing 
was  participated  in  by  a  great  number  of  small 
owners,  each  of  whom  owned,  and  often  sailed,  his 
own  boat.  To-day  it  is  evident  that  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  industry  has  been  changed,  and  the  con- 
trol is  passing  into  fewer  and  fewer  hands.  The 
tendency  of  the  day  is  towards  big  industrial  con- 
centrations, and  it  applies  afloat  as  well  as  ashore. 
The  race  of  small  owners  is  dying  out  or  they  are 
bsing  supplanted  by  companies.  Whether  it  will 
work  out  in  ultimate  good  cannot  be  decided  off- 
hand. Of  late  companies  have  sprung  up  on  all 
sides,  and  much  capital  has  been  embarked  in 
herring  fishing.  The  immediate  results  have  ad- 
versely affected  the  interests  of  some  sections. 
»  «  •  •  * 

"  For  example,  some  of  our  companies  practically 
psrform  all  their  own  work,  from  building  and 
equipping  their  vessels  to  selling  and  salting  their 
own  fish.  This  has  displaced  quite  a  numoer  of 
middlemen.  Then  the  advent  of  the  Scotch  fleet, 
in  ever  increasing  numbers,  has  been  followed  by 
a  corresponding  development.  Down  to  quite 
recently  the  Yarmouth  salesmen  acted  for  these 
North  British  beats,  and  it  gave  them  a  busy 
autumn.  This  last  two  years,  however,  Scotch 
salesmen  have  followed  the  Scotch  fleet  south,  and 
the  business  of  the  Scotch  boats  at  Yarmouth  has 
largely  been  transferred  to  them.  Now  that  the 
supply  of  herrings  this  season  has  been  smaller  than 
usual,  the  shortage  in  the  volume  of  cash  handled 
has  been  appreciably  felt  in  commercial  circles  con- 
nected with  the  fishing,  and  the  outlook  is  not 
promising  unless  bigger  hauls  soon  help  to  improve 
the  situation." 


Let  the  proud  salmon  gorge  the  feather'd  hook. 
Then  strike,  and  then  you  have  him  —  He  will 

wince ; 

Spin  out  your  line  that  it  will  whistle  from  you 
Some  twenty  yards  or  so,  yet  you  shall  have  him. 
Marry  !  you  must  have  patience — the  stout  rock 
Which  is  his  trust  hath  edges  something  sharp ; 
And  the  deep  pool  hath  ooze  and  sludge  enough 
To  mar  your  fishing — 'less  you  are  more  careful. 


A  WITTY  as  well  as  a  soft'answer  will  sometimes 
turn  away  wrath.  Charlss  Burley,  the  abolitionist, 
in  the  midst  of  an  anti-slavery  speech,  was  struck 
by  a  rotten  egg  full  in  the  face.  Pausing  to  wipe 
away  the  contents  of  the  missile,  he  said  calmly, 
"  I  have  always  contended  that  pro-slavery  argu- 
ments were  very  unsound."  The  crowd  roared, 
and  he  was  no  longer  molested. 


Mr.  W.  Heard er's  handsome  case  of  "knots" 
was  much  admired  during  the  three  days  that  the 
sea-fishing  tackle  was  on  view  at  4,  Fetter-lane. 
Mr.  Hoarder  intended  to  exhibit  some  of  his 
specialities  for  sea-fishing,  and  had  even  packed  a 
case  to  accompany  him  to  the  exhibition,  but  was 
prevented  from  being  present  owing  to  superin- 
tending a  large  order  for  the  East  Indies. 

***** 

Judging  from  the  eagerness  with  which  the  ever- 
increasing  army  of  sea  -  anglers  thronged  to 
the  B.S.A.S  headquarters  to  "sample"  the 
immense  quantity  of  tackle  used  in  sea-fishing 
by  rod  and  line  ("  Capiantur  Arundine  Pisces"), 
the  next  and  fourth  annual  exhibition  must 
be  held  at  the  Agricultural  Hall.  Although 
the  "show"  was  a  thoroughly  representative 
one,  yet  only  a  tithe  of  the  implements  and  gear 
necessary  for  successful  sea  angling  was  on  view. 
I  am  looking  forward  to  the  November  Deal  Com- 
petition— when  the  stormy  winds  do  blow — and 
hope  to  use  non-rustible  reels,  strong  but  light  rods, 
all  the  newest  and  choicest  leads  and  hooks,  and 
lines  that  won't  break  or  kink.  Under  eAl  these 
favourable  conditions  the  "  Cup "  may  yet  be  in 
the  possession  of  Dragnet.  ^ 
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mu4t  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  very  nice  weather  of  late — we 
have  had  some  nice  falls  of  rain,  which  has  done 
much  to  freshen  up  our  local  rivers  and  streams. 
Sport  should  now  be  good,  and  as  there  is  only  a 
few  weeks  of  good  weather  in  store  anglers  should 
make  the  moat  of  their  time  previous  to  the  winter 
coming  upon  us.  Pike  and  grayling  have  been  on 
the  move,  but  the  pike  fishermen  have  been  doing 
only  moderate,  as  this  class  of  fish  have  so  far 
run  small.  On  the  Avon,  Severn,  and  Trent  some 
good  sport  is  anticipated,  and  it  is  only  a  question 
of  time  before  some  good  reports  will  be  to  hand. 
All  our  clubs  have  nearly  got  through  with  their 
bye  contests,  and  now  the  order  of  the  business  is 
prize  distributions  and  dinners,  and  also  concerts,  in 
order  to  make  things  agreeable  for  the  members 
during  the  dull  and  dreary  months.  The  canal  at 
Alrewas,  which  is  rented  by  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association,  is  reported  to  be  alive  with  fish,  and 
cluba  who  have  not  fished  their  bye  contests  will  do 
well  to  patronise  this  water.  There  is  a  good  service 
of  trains,  and  a  contest  of  three  hours'  duration  can 
be  fished,  and  the  contestants  can  get  home  by 
4  o'clock  any  Sunday  afternoon.  The  reservoir  at 
Harborne  has  been  fished  with  good  results,  pike  up 
vo  121b,  have  been  taken.  The  Severn  at  Stourporfc 
is  reported  to  be  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  the 
anglers  who  visit  the  place  will  find  more  weeds  than 
fish,  and  I  should  advise  them  to  go  higher  up  the 
river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hampton  Lode  and 
Eardington  Lode.  Coarse  fishing  on  the  river  Teme 
has  been  good ;  dace  and  roach  have  been  biting 
freely,  and  a  pike  of  141b.  was  taken  last  week  at 
Milcote,  on  the  Avon.  The  St.  Stephen's  members 
have  had  some  good  sport  with  the  roach ;  two  of 
the  members  had  over  231b.  of  fish  last  week.  The 
Avon  at  Harvington  has  been  fished  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Aston  Britannia  Society,  and  some 
bream  above  the  average  have  been  taken.  Two 
fiah  over  ojlb.  each  were  taken  last  week,  and  have 
been  sent  to  be  set  up  for  the  club-room.  The 
Hockley  Piacatorials  held  their  bye  contest  on  Oct.  9  at 
Eardington,  on  the  Severn  ;  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
club  competed  for  a  valuable  collection  of  prizes 
under  the  Association  rules,  the  result  being  that 
the  old  veteran,  Mr.  Tom  Kimberley,  secured  the 
first  prize ;  Mr.  Cooke,  second  ;  and  Mr.  Booth, 
third.  Canal  fishing  has  been  fairly  good,  and  both 
the  Stratford  and  Warwick  canals  have  been  well 
patronised. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  fine  autumn  weather  continues,  and  angling 
is  being  prosecuted  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
success.  The  waters  could  not  be  in  better  con- 
dition for  roach  fishing,  and  thoje  who  have 
followed  this  branch  of  sport  have  had  no  cause  to 
complain  this  week.  Heavy  creels  have  been  made 
with  the  maegot,  and  while  many  fish  have  scaled 
upwards  of  lib,  one  or  two  have  topped  l^lb.  It 
ia  doubtful  whether  roach  have  given  better  sport 
at  any  previous  period  of  the  season  than  they  are 
doing  just  now.  Some  rods  have  creeled  as  much 
as  lOlb.  and  121b.  of  fish  as  the  result  of  a  day 
among  the  red-tins.  During  the  warm  days  of  this 
week  bream  have  bestirred  themselves  to  activity, 
and  a  few  samples  which  have  been  killed  on  the 
Witham  have  weighed  up  to  51b.  With  the  all- 
round  conditions  for  roaching  so  satisfactory,  it  is  not 
Burprising  that  pike  fishing  has  been  neglected,  and 
this  is  a  pastime  which  will  be  more  largely  followed 
when  the  colder  weather  sets  in.  The  few  trolling 
rods  at  work  on  the  Forty-foot  this  week,  however, 
have  killed  pike  scaling  up  to  5ilb.  with  the 
live-bait, 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  has  been 
fairly  good  of  late,  and  several  local  clubs  have 
decided  their  matches  at  Newport  and  Broomfleet 
during  the  past  week,  and  had  some  nice  catches 
of  roach  and  bream.  The  Star  Angling  Association, 
of  Stoneferry,  fished  their  fourth  and  last  match  of 
the  season  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport,  Mr. 
F.  Plowman  heading  the  prize  winners  with 
41b,  ll^oz.,  Mr.  H.  Green  being  second  with 
41b.  7|oz.  Mr.  F,  Plowman  took  the  gold  medal 
for  the  past  season  with  nine  points.  The  river 
Hull  ia  in  nice  condition,  and  from  Cicey  to 
Hull  Bridge  some  grand  roach  are  now  being 
taken  fishing  in  the  deeps  and  eddies  ;  a 
few  decent-sized  bream  have  also  been  taken 
between  Beverley  Beckend  and  Weelferry,  and 
ijxjTt  should  now  be  good  with  fish  in  the  upper 
waters  above  Hempholme.  The  trout  season  closed 
with  poor  results,  and  has  only  been  moderate 


during  the  whole  of  the  season,  for  few  fish  above 
21b.  each  were  secured.  The  river  Ancholme  has 
fished  fairly  well  during  the  week,  and  Messrs.  Carle, 
Chapman,  Wray  and  others  have  had  fair  catches 
in  the  Brigg  district,  and  Messrs.  J.  and  G.  Cheese- 
man  have  had  fair  catches  between  Horkstow  and 
Ferriby  Sluice  both  with  maggot  and  paste. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  keeps  very  low,  and  only  a  few  rods 
visit  it,  but  a  few  fair  catches  of  coarse  fish  are 
reported.  The  Robin  Hood  Society,  Clifton,  have 
elected  the  new  executive,  and  are  preparing  to 
welcome  the  Bridgewater  Shield.  The  Little 
Hulton  club  had  a  successful  match  last  Saturday 
(Oct.  8),  Mr.  T.  Rogerson  winning  first  prize.  The 
Gorton  Society  out  at  Bollington  had  a  good  time  on 
Oct.  9,  Mr.  G.  Wainwright  heading  the  prize-winners. 
To-day  there  will  be  a  big  event  at  Broadheath, 
when  a  good  lot  of  prizes  will  be  offered  in  an  open 
event.  This  is  to  be  followed  by  a  similar  event  at 
Lyrom  on  Oct.  22,  when  no  doubt  a  good  entry 
will  bei  obtained.  The  general  meeting  of  the  West 
Salford  A.A.  was  a  well-attended  one,  and  the 
officers  elected  will  no  doubt  give  a  good  account  of 
themselves.  Several  matches  last  week-end  were 
not  brilliant  successes,  but  the  anglers  enjoyed 
themselves  all  the  same.  Coarse  fish  seem  to  have 
gone  off  the  feed. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Anglers  in  this  city  if  they  would  only  pull  one 
way  are  becoming  a  factor  to  be  dealt  with.  That 
powerful  railway  company,  the  L.  &  N.W.  Ry.,  are 
evidently  aware  of  this,  for  they  announce  new  and 
reduced  fares  to  Dunham,  Massey,  Heatley,  and 
Lymm.  The  Cheetham  anglers  had  a  match 
at  Northwich  last  week-end  for  a  lot  of  special 
prizes,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  awarding  them. 
The  last  Saturday  in  November  is  fixed  for  an  open 
meeting  of  anglers,  and  those  clubs  who  wish  to  be 
represented  should  send  their  names  to  the  secretary, 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  There  is  still  hope  of  our 
old  river  once  more  becoming  a  fishing  stream,  for 
the  local  canal  only  a  few  years  ago  was  a  polluted 
water,  but  now  roach  are  being  caught  right  in  the 
centre  of  the  city.  A  new  club,  or,  rather,  an  old 
one  revived,  is  announced  for  North  Manchester, 
the  Silver  Grid  A.S. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Considerably  more  fish,  such  as  dace  and  roach, 
are  being  killed  on  the  Trent  with  the  maggot  or 
gentle  than  with  the  worm,  and  the  latter  will  not 
prove  of  much  service  until  the  river  has  under- 
gone a  substantial  rise.  The  water  continues  to 
run  in  low  summer  volume.  Since  the  despatch 
of  my  last  notes  Nottingham  Goose  Fair  has 
come  and  gone,  and  with  its  close  last  Saturday 
night  our  club  anglers  have,  as  regards  weigh- 
ing in,  made  a  new  start  for  the  winter  season. 
They  were  unusually  busy  during  the  fair,  and  on 
some  of  the  lower  reaches  very  fair  bags  of  roach 
and  daoe^were  obtained  by  the  aid  of  a  small  bunch 
of  gentles,  used  on  light  running  tackle.  Pike 
anglers  were  also  in  strong  evidence,  sport  being 
enjoyed  on  the  Kelham  length  by  Mr.  C. 
Ridgard,  Mr.  G.  Butcher,  Mr.  Holliwell,  and 
Mr.  Burgess.  At  Trent,  Mr.  A.  Robinson  had  over 
a  score  of  fish  in  two  outings.  Members  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society  have  been  amongst  dace  and 
chub  at  Shardlow  ;  and  the  capture  of  some  hand- 
some roach  is  reported  from  Weston,  There  is 
nothing  doing  amonget  bream,  and  very  little 
amongst  perch.  Pike  fishing  may  now  be  said 
to  have  become  general,  and  trolling  will  grow  more 
popular  as  the  weeds  disappear. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  glorious  this  week,  and 
tempted  many  anglers  out,  but  unfortunately  sport 
has  been  very  indifferent.  Just  a  few  had  fair 
sport,  and  a  lady  angler  (Mrs.  Baylis)  heads  the 
list.  She  captured  four  very  fair-sized  pike,  and  a 
lovely  perch,  21b.  Coz.,  in  the  Severn  near  Camp, 
and  we  hear  a  member  of  the  Working  Men's  Club 
caught  a  fine  pike  in  the  same  part  of  the  Severn  ; 
it  weighed  271b,  On  Oct.  8,  at  Upton-on-Severn, 
George  Fereday  was  assisting  to  unload  a  coal  boat, 
when  he  saw  lying  between  the  boat  and  the  shore 
a  large  fish.  He  got  off  the  boat  into  the  water, 
and  secured  the  fish  with  his  hands.  It  proved  to 
be  a  bream,  ()|lb.  in  weight,  and  in  splendid 
condition.  This  is  a  large  size  for  the  Severn. 
Messrs,  Hill  and  Barker  had  good  sport  in  the 
Teme ;  they  had  over  two  dozen  fine  dace  and 
several  large  chub  fishing  with  the  maggot,  and 
some  fair  takea  of  dace  and  grayling  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly.  Sport  in  the  Avon  has  not 
been  good.  Some  have  fished  all  day  without 
taking  a  fish.  The  Fountain  Club  fished  their  last 
contest  of  the  season  at  Twyning  Fleet  on  Oct.  9 ; 
there  was  a  big  muster  of  merabers,^but  only  one 


fish  weighed  in,  a  dace  of  S^oz,,  which  took  first 
prize.  The  Jolly  Gardeners'  Angling  Club  (Evesham) 
had  a  contest  in  the  Avon,  near  the  town.  The  first 
prize  was  taken  by  Mr,  W.  Roberts ;  second, 
Mr.  Sprotson;  third,  Mr.  Q.  (^uinton  ;  fourth,  Mr, 
G.  Heritage ;  fifth,  Mr.  W.  Cole.  All  the  rivers  are 
exceedingly  low  and  fine,  and  the  leaves  are  falling 
very  fast  and  will  interfere  with  sport  considerably 
for  the  next  fortnight  or  three  weeks  ;  a  good  flush 
on  all  the  rivers  would  be  of  great  service.  The 
annual  smoking  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes 
won  in  the  late  inter-club  competition  will  take 
place  at  the  Bull's  Head  Inn  on  Monday  evening 
next.  A  capital  programme  is  arranged,  and  a 
large  gathering  expected. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

^  What  is  regarded  as  an  ideal  trout  stream  has  been 
acquired  by  the  York  and  District  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers  at  Husthwaite.  Not  only  trout,  but 
grayling  and  dace  at  present  inhabit  the  waters,  and 
an  early  restocking  is  contemplated.  The  Amal- 
gamation held  a  meeting  at  the  Bay  Horse,  in  Mary- 
gate,  York,  on  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  8,  Capt.  Key, 
the  president,  in  the  chair.  The  chief  attraction 
was  the  presentation  of  the  challenge  cup  given  by 
Mr.  G.  D.  Faber,  M.P.  for  York,  ana  medals  won  in 
the  recent  competition.  The  club  entitled  to  the 
trophy  was  the  Georgejthe  Fourth,  whose  winning 
record  was  as  follows ; — -A  Ferrand  (captain),  9oz., 
W.  Henderson,  21b.  12oz.,  F.  Metcalfe,  2^oz ,  A, 
Frankish,  8oz.,  A.  Willis,  9joz.,  W.  Hudson,  8|oz., 
R.  Lawson,  lOoz. :  total,  51b.  1  l^oz.  Each  member  of 
the  team  received  a  tilver  medal,  and  Mr.  Henderson 
was  also  the  recipient  of  a  gold  medal  for  the  biggest 
individual  catch  in  the  competition.  The  president 
hoped  that  a  good  effort  would  be  made  to  win 
another  year,  and  stated  his  intention  of  giving  a 
prize  to  be  competed  for  along  with  tne  cup. 
Messrs.  R.  Lawson,  W.  Spink  and  W.  Henderson 
have  been  doing  well  in  the  amalgamation  waters 
at  Acaster.  The  Ouse  was  clear,  and  not 
in  the  best  condition  on  the  occasion  of 
theii-  recent  visit,  but  experience  prompted 
them  to  coax  the  fish  and  use  judgment, 
with  the  result  that  each  man  caught  splendid 
roach.  Pleasant  afternoon  roach  tibhing  con- 
tinues along  the  Ouse  banks  of  the  Esplanade 
and  the  New  Walk — public  promenades  in  the  city. 
Mr.  Chapelow  the  other  day,  fishing  in  the  Swale  at 
Braft'erton,  landed  some  very  nice  chub  and  pike. 
The  Fulford  Friendly  A.S.  had  but  tame  sport  at 
their  last  match  of  the  season  at  Elvington,  and 
made  the  worst  catch  they  had  ever  experienced,  a 
very  enjoyable  day  nevertheless  being  spent ;  while 
fishing  at  Yeddingham  on  Monday,  Oct.  10,  Mr.  T. 
W.  Dunnington,  of  Gamett  Terrace,  York,  caught  a 
pike  which  weighed  14  j;lb.  Mr.  J.  Daisdale,  of 
Darlington,  caught  in  the  Tees,  near  Cleasby,  after 
an  exciting  struggle,'a  salmon  weighing  nt  arly  33lb., 
being  one  of  the  largest  taken  in  the  river. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Owing  to  unfavourable  weather  which  has  been 
general  in  the  country,  sport  has  not  yet  shown 
the  desired  improvement  at  any  station.  Fair  sport 
haj  been  had  at  times  on  those  waters  still  open  for 
angling,  especially  oq  the  sea-trout  waters  in  the 
south  and  west.  The  peal  fishing  has  been  a  dis- 
appointment at  most  places,  though  the  fish  were 
reasonably  supposed  to  be  numerous  at  many  of  the 
principal  fishing  centres.  Sea  angling  has  been 
much  ioterfered  with  recently  by  high  winds  and  a 
generally  rough  sea.  On  days  that  were  anyway 
favourable  good  sport  was  had  on  the  southern  and 
western  coasts,  principally,  at  whiting,  gurnard, 
bream,  pollack,  scad,  and  mackerel.  Bass  tishiag 
has  been  poor  everywhere. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  Ballycastle  rivers  and  the  Glenariff,  Glendun, 
Glenaan  and  Glenann  were  in  fair  order  latterly. 
Some  baskets  of  sea-trout  were  made  on  the  latter. 
These  close  on  the  3l8t.  inst.  till  Feb.  1.  The  Bush 
is  heavily  stocked  with  salmon,  so  heavily  indeed 
that  the  pools  below  the  village  were  crowded,  which 
state  of  affairs  is  an  incentive  to  disease.  Higher 
up  the  river  the  poachers  would  administer  a  cure 
worse  than  the  disease.  A  movement  is  on  in 
Hollywood  for  the  formation  of  an  angling  club, 
which  if  it  gets  permission  would  restock  the  water- 
works there.  A  good  deal  of  the  opposition  caused 
by  the  acquisition  of  the  Crossgar  by  the  Belfast 
Anglers'  Association  has  died  out.  Some  litigation 
is  pending  in  coimection  with  poaching  and  assaults 
on  water  bailiffs. 


The  green  and  spotted  Morays  are  attracting  a 
great  deal  of  attention  at  the  New  York  Aquarium. 
The  smallest  of  thete  giant  eels  are  5ft.  long.  They 
are  in  the  big  double  tank  on  the  ground  floor. 
The  two  spotted  Morays  in  the  gallery  are  about 
2Jft.  long. 
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^ofcs  from  tljc  'iTori^. 


The  season  in  the  North  is  practically  over.  The 
King  left  on  Monday  after  a  moat  enjoyable  time, 
both  from  a  sporting  and  a  weather  point  of  view. 


His  Majesty  looked  remarkably  well.  We  saw 
him  in  the  Aberdeen  Station  as  he  dropped  the 
Duke  of  Connaught  to  attend  to  some  military 
duties  he  has  on  hand  while  in  the  North. 


By  the  way,  the  Duke  has  been  doing  all  the 
shooting  during  the  past  week,  and  his  son,  Prince 
Arthur,  all  the  fishing  on  the  Balmoral  waters.  He 
had  a  nice  fish  of  181b.  on  Oct.  7.  He  is  now  on 
Speyside  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  has  done  exceedingly  well 
on  the  Spey.  He  commenced  on  O'lt.  4,  ana  fished 
up  to  the  very  la  t  minute  on  Saturday  night. 
The  snecial  was  standing  in  the  station  with  steam 
up  whi'e  he  was  actually  running  his  last  fish — a 
20-pounder. 


This  is  not  the  first  time  the  Prince  has  had 
to  bundle  into  his  saloon  — -  rods,  reels,  lines, 
waders,  fish  and  all — and  dress  en  route.  I  hfar 
that  his  total  bag  for  the  week  was  ten  fish.  No 
other  of  the  Duke's  guests  comes  near  that. 


Since  the  King's  departure  there  has  been  a  regular 
exodus  from  Deeside  and  the  North.  A  foretaste 
of  winter  has  accelerated  the  departure  of  many, 
for  the  near  hills  above  Balmoral  were  white  on 
Sunday  morning  when  King  Edward  drove  to  church. 


A  number  of  rivers  are  already  closed  down, 
including  the  Thurso,  Borgie,  Helmsdale,  Naver, 
Hope,  and  Strathy.  The  Findhorn  closed  on 
Monday  (Oct.  10),  and  the  Beauly,  Losaie,  Nairn, 
Spey,  and  Tay  close  on  Saturday  first. 


''A  good  few  salmon  are  being  got  on  the  Dee,  but 
nothing  to  what  should  be  the  case.  Lord  Penrhyn 
had  only  three  on  the  Cairnton — thirty  might  have 
been  nearer  the  mark.  However,  let  us  be  thankful 
for  small  mercies. 


Mr.  Spottiswoode  had  a  beauty  of  18lb.  on  the 
Don  on  Oct.  7,  while  the  Countess  of  Suffolk's  party 
are  also  creeling  a  few.    Oh,  for  a  three-foot  spate  ! 


The  brown  trout  reason  ended  on  Oct.  14  all  over 
Scotland,  but  finnock  and  sea-trout  angling  may 
go  on  till  the  close  of  the  salmon  angling  season  in 
each  district  respectively. 


The  Ne83  fishing  dispute  between  Capt.  Warrand 
and  some  twenty  anglers  has  advanced  another 
f'tage.  The  ^criminal  charge  of  poaching  has 
been  departed  from,  and  the  case  will  now  be 
fought  out  in  the  civil  courts,  and  the  question  of 
title  or  right  brought  to  the  front. 


The  treaty  between  the  Danish  Government  and 
the  Great  Northern  Telegraph  Company  is  settled. 
In  the  course  of  next  spring  one  may  cable  to 
Reykjavik,  and  learn  the  chances  of  sport  before 
setting  out. 


There  are  three  miles  of  the  Dee  attached  to  Dr. 
Stewart's  Hydro  at  Murtle,  and  his  guests  have  the 
run  of  it  for  a  guinea  a  week.  Mr.  A.  Stewart,  jun., 
had  a  salmon  of  151b.  on  Monday. 


Mr.  Impy  and  friends  have  been  angling  the  Don 
at  Kintore  to  some  account.  In  spite  of  the  lateness 
of  the  season  they  had  good  baskets  on  Tuesday. 


Mr.  Alcock,  Q.N.S.  Ry.,  had  some  splendid  sport 
oa  the  Cruden  Fay  burn  the  other  day,  creeling 
half-a-dozen  sea- trout  from  2Jlb.  to  41b. 


The  "Father"  of  the  Fife  Light  Horse  died  at 
the  long  age  of  eighty-eix  on  Oct  8  at  his  residence, 
Charleton,  Fife.  i'o\,  John  A.  Thomson  was  one  of 
the  finest  sportsmen  and  county  gentlemen  in  his 
day.    He  raised  the  Fife  Horse. 


A  whiting  with  an  india-rubber  band  round  the 
upper  part  of  its  body  was  caught  by  a  Stonehaven 
boat  last  week.  The  band  made  a  deep  mark  on 
the  fish,  and  undsr  the  gills  the  skin  was  completely 
worn  away.  Sfeoiai,  Scotch. 


ON  THE  MANX  COAST. 


The  most  conspicuous  feature  of  the  season  has 
been  the  extraordinary  abundance  of  mackerel, 
which  have  crowded  into  the  wators  of  the  Irish  Sea 
in  amazing  myriads.  One  might  drop  a  bait  at  any 
3oint  between  the  Isle  of  Man  and  the  English  or 
Irish  coast,  and  it  wou'd  be  instantly  seized  bv  a 
mackerel.  So  voracious  ht-vn  the  fish  been  that 
they  have  pursued  the  small  fry  into  the  harbours, 
and  almost  on  to  the  very  sunds  of  the  seashore.  I 
have  taken  dozens  when  sitting  nt  anchor  pater- 
nostering  for  whiting  and  dabs,  and  if  a  sea  angler 
were  in  want  of  a  bait  for  bottom  fishing,  he  had 
only  to  trail  a  bait  f  nr  a  little  distance  to  secure  a 
mackerel  for  the  purpose.  At  the  same  time  I  have 
noticed  that  silver  whiting  liavn  been  scarce,  that  is. 
whiting  of  any  size.  There  have  been  heaps  of 
fingerlings,  little  marauders,  which  pilfer  one's 
baits  before  they  can  reach  the  bottom,  and  no 
doubt  these  have  bren  the  inducement  which  ha« 
brought  in  the  mackerel  in  such  quantities^  but  rr d 
and  grey  gurnards  have  been  normally  plentiful. 
The  plaice  and  dabs  are  now  coming  inshore,  and 
we  anticipate  plenty  of  sport  from  them,  and  the 
codling  will  be  swarming  along  the  coast  dirertly. 
I  captured  a  red  cod  of  201b.  the  other  day.  and, 
having  no  gaff,  was  compelled  to  insert  ray  fingers 
through  the  victim's  gills  whilst  he  gazed  at  me  open- 
mouthed  a  few  inches  below  the  surface.  Pollack, 
too,  like  the  whiting,  have  been  scarcer  than  usual, 
but  the  departure  of  the  schools  of  mnckTel  may 
restore  the  balance.  Some  good  sport  has  been  had 
with  pollack  at  Ramsey  and  Port  Erin,  and  at  tho 
latter  place  the  sea-bream  give  the  angler  plenty  of 
opportunity  to  display  his  prowBss.  Conger  is 
always  with  us ;  one  of  about  501b.  was  taken 
recently  from  one  of  the  piers  at  Douelas,  and  on 
Sept.  28,  two  Port  Erin  fishermen,  snearing  plaice, 
secured  aturbotof  231h.,  measuring  2tt.  7Jin.  across, 
and  2ft.  i)in.  from  head  to  tail.  The  Isle  of  Man  is 
a  good  centre  for  antrlers,  and  during  the  summer 
season  palatial  steamers  run  to  Belfast  and  Dublin, 
as  well  aa  to  the  Clyde,  these  3°rvices  b«»ing  apart 
from  the  regular  services  from  Liverpool,  Fleetwood, 
and  Barrow.  Those  wanderers  in  search  of  sport 
who  visit  Erin's  Isle  would  do  well  to  t»ko  in  the 
Isle  of  Man  en  route,  and  then,  as  the  Irish  poet 
says, 

"When  pleasure  b°gins  to  grow  dull  in  the  East, 
They  can  order  their  wings,  and  be  oS  to  the  West." 

Although  there  is  no  likelihood  of  the  sea  angler 
finding  pleasure  onlv  a  dull  pursuit  in  Manxland, 
fish  are  too  abundant,  and  seas  too  propitious  as  a 
rule.  J.  P.  Callow. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


The  Kennel  Club's  49th  Show,  Crystal  Palace, 
Sydenham,  Oct.  18.  19,  and  20. 

Cago  Bird  Show,  Crystal  Palace,  Sydenham. 
Oct.  25,  26,  and  27. 

For  the  convenience  of  exhibitors  at  these  shows 
soecial  through  vsns  will  be  run  to  the  Crystal 
Palac«  (S.E.  and  C.R.  station)  on  Monday,  Oct.  17, 
and  Monday,  Oct.  24  respectively.  Cheap  excur- 
sion trains  will  be  run  to  London  and  back  during 
the  Kennel  Gub  Show  week  from  Carlisl'^,  Appleby, 
Carnforth.  M^recambe,  Lfinca=ter,  Keighley,  Brad- 
ford, Leeds,  Barnsley,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Chesterfield, 
Blackburn,  Darwen,  Bolton,  Oldham,  Southpnrt, 
Manchester,  Stockport,  Birmingham,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, Walsall,  Burton,  Derby,  Nottingham,  Lough- 
borough, Leicester,  Market  Harboro',  Welling- 
borough, Kettering,  Bedford,  Luton,  St.  Albans, 
etc.  For  particulars  see  the  Midland  Railway 
Company's  bills.  Any  information  required  bv 
exhibitors  as  to  arrangements  far  the  forward  and 
return  journey,  etc.,  n)ay  be  had  on  application  to 
Mr.  T.  Eaton,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Mi-^land 
Railway,  Derby.  Mr.  G.  Arnold,  District  Super- 
intendent, St.  Pancras  Station,  London,  or  Mr. 
W.  P.  Snow,  St.  Pancras  Station.  London. 


The  "Badminton  Magazine  of  Sports  and  Pas- 
times "  for  October  opens  with  an  article  on  another 
"Royal  Home  of  Sport."  the  Baroness  Freincken- 
stein  this  month  dealing  with  the  Emperor  of 
Austria's  famous  estate,  "  Schiinbrunn."  "  Rapier" 
contributes  an  interesting  article  on  "  Short  Heads," 
giving  many  instances  of  notable  races  won  or  lost 
by  the  narrow  margin  of  ten  or  twelve  inches. 
Arthur  Nightingall  writes  on  the  subject  of  "  Steeple- 
chase Riding."  Other  articles  are  cursfuUy  selected 
to  suit  all  kinds  of  sportsmen.  In  addition  to  some 
very  fine  reproductions  of  photographs  sent  in  for 
the  Prize  Competition,  there  is  also  a  unique  series 
of  photographs  representing  a  day's  "  Otter  Hunt- 
ing." A  coloured  plate  ia  included,  entitled,/' A 
Bedford  Cottaga  Trial.'? 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
E.  Stanley,  Fulham. — The  two  fish  you  send, 
taken  from  the  Cam  at  Newport,  are  true  rudd.  I 
wish  we  had  plenty  of  them  in  the  Thames  and  Lea< 


Xetters  to  tbe  JEbttor. 

W e  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


SPINNING  FROM  THE  REEL, 
Dear  Sir, — Having  read  "Spinner's"  letter  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  8  asking  for  the  views  of 
some  practical  anglers  as  to  the  best  sort  of  reel 
they  would  advise  him  to  adopt  for  spinning,  and 
having  had  many  years'  experience  in  all  sorts  of 
waters  of  spinning  from  the  reel  for  salmon  and 
pike,  I  venture  to  express  my  own  opinion  for  what 
it  may  be  worth. 

Of  the  three  kinds  of  reels  he  mentions — the 
"Silex,"  the  "Nottingham,"  and  the  "Malloch" — 
I  should  unhesitatingly  reccommend  the  "  Malloch." 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  possesses  the  following 
advantages  over  the  other  two  : — 

1.  Greater  simplicity  of  action,  and  no  brakes  to 
manipula'e  or  checking  of  the  reel  with  the  hand, 

2.  Any  person  of  ordinary  ability  can  learn  to 
cast  with  it  in  ten  minutes. 

3.  Greater  accuracy  in  casting. 

4.  Over-running  impossible. 

5.  No  turning  about  to  make  a  cast,  and  the 
angler  can  stand  directly  facing  the  water  over 
which  he  is  casting. 

6.  And,  lastly,  what  has  often  proved  to  me  of 
great  service,  an  angler  can  stand  between  bushes 
:ift.  or  3ft.  apart  and  by  bringing  the  rod  straight 
back  over  his  shoulder  and  held  high  he  can  then 
make  a  long  overhand  cast  straight  in  front  of  him. 
This  is  impossible  with  the  other  two  reels  men- 
tioned as  they  both  require  a  clear  space  to  swing 
the  bait.  A  4:in.  reel  is  best  for  salmon,  and  4|in. 
for  pike. 

Next  as  to  suitable  lines.  Malloch,  of  Perth, 
supplies  admirable  lines  suite!  to  his  reels,  though 
any  good,  fine,  even  line  answers  the  purpose,  only 
taking  care  to  have  the  reel  well  filled  and  to  test 
the  line  each  day  before  using,  and  probably  break 
off  a  few  feet  fr)m  the  end.  When  I  used  to 
spin  for  salmon  some  twelve  years  ago  in  the 
Devonshire  Taw  we  used  to  get  capital  lines  very 
cheap  at  Barnstaple  for  the  purpose. 

Lastly,  as  to  rods.  I  myself  fish  sometimes  with 
an  ordinary  light  spinning  rod  in  two  pieces  with 
large  rings,  and  at  others  with  a  16ft.  greenheart, 
made  by  Farlow  over  twenty  years  ago,  and  as 
strong  and  straight  aa  ever.  Personally,  I  much 
prefer  the  latter. 

In  justice  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  I  should  mention 
that  although  I  have  fished  incessantly  with  a 
Malloch  or  a  Nottingham  reel  I  have  never  tried 
their  Silex,  though  I  continually  see  it  in  use  and 
hear  good  accounts  of  it.  Still,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Malloch  possesses  the  advantages  1  have 
named.  Curiously  enough  there  are  two  men  on 
the  river  where  I  am  at  present  fishing  who  both 
use  Malloch  reels  and  Hardy  split-cane  salmon  rods. 
— Yours  truly,  A. 

P.S. — About  a  month  ago,  whilst  fishing  with  my 
small  spinning  rod,  I  had  put  in  a  lot  of  heavy 
work  and  caught  eighteen  sea-trout  when  the  rod 
broke  at  the  ferrule,  4ft.  Sin.  from  the  reel.  Wishing 
to  make  up  the  score  I  continued  fishing  with  the 
butt,  and  succeeded  ia  getting  out  snffijient  line  to 
get  the  other  two.    This  speaks  well  for  the  Malloch. 

[Colonel  "  A "  is  a  very  good  anglsr,  and  Mr, 
Malloch's  grand  reel  deserves  all  ha  says  about  it. 
All  the  same,  if  he  tried  the  improved  "Silex,"  he 
would  find  that  he  could  cast  with  it  among  any 
surroundings  in  which  any  reel  can  be  used.  It 
can  be  used  as  the  American  multiplier  is  used,  as 
illustrated  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette. — Ed.] 

DERWENT  AND  COCKER,  CUMBERL.4.ND. 

Dear  Sib, — Sport  is  often  good  with  salmon 
towards  the  end  of  the  season,  which  closes  Nov,  15, 
though  it  may  be  interrupted  by  heavy  floods.  It 
is  very  cheap  fishing,  costing,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
about  15s.  6d.  for  a  fortnight,  licence  included, 
while  leave  on  some  private  waters  can  eometiraea 
be  obtained  throuzh  the  very  courteous  clerk  to 
the  Conservators,  Mr.  T.  Cuthbert  Barn,  solicitor, 
Cockermouth. 

Fly,  worm,  prawn,  and  spoon  are  the  lures  used, 
the  spoon  not  to  be  above  a  fixed  size,  and  no  other 
spinning  bait,  natural  or  aitificial,  allowed.  Locw 
knowledge  is  very  necessary,  as  on  my  last  visit  in 
1902  I  found  the  association  water  cut  into  hers 
and  there  by  private  reservations. 

Sport  is  distinctly  uncertain,  and  visitors  can  by 
no  means  count  on  success  with  salmon.  On  my 
first  visit  in  October,  1897 — water  rather  low— I 
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fished  fruitlessly  for  five  days,  though  I  had  one 
of  the  keenest  of  the  local  auglers  to  show  me  the 
water,  but  from  Nov.  1  to  10  killed  eight  good  tish 
(smallest,  12ilb  ,  biggest,  191b.),  all  on  prawn,  single 
book  ;  three  on  one  memorable  afternoon.  A  visit 
in  1898,  at  the  same  tiiue  ot  year,  was  marred  by 
a  regular  deluge.  V^ery  few  fitsU  were  taken  by  the 
locals,  and  in  nearly  three  weeks'  stay  my  only 
captures  were  three  poor  sea-tiout  on  the  worm. 
Ten  days  in  November,  1902,  gave  me  only  two 
email  fish  of  6ilb.  and  Gjlb.,  both  on  fly. 

The  scenery,  especially  above  the  town,  is 
delightful,  and  the  Globe  Hotel  very  comfortable 
and  reasonable,  but  I  should  not  advise  any  angler 
from  a  distance  to  go  there  after  salmon  without 
reliable  loceil  information  as  to  condition  of  water 
and  prospects  of  sport. 

The  Cocker,  from  Lorton,  some  four  miles  above 
Cockermouth,  down  to  a  little  above  the  town,  is 
a  very  pretty  stream,  heavily  wooded  in  the  lower 
part,  and  I  believe  affords  fair  trouting  in  the 
season  and  a  chance  of  salmon  in  the  autumn, 
especially  at  tim=3  when  the  Derwent  is  too  heavy. 
— Yours  faithfully,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  Oct.  10. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Payton.  I  hear  from  another 
correspondent  that  the  fishing  would  be  first-rate 
for  trout  in  the  upper  reaches,  as  well  as  for  salmon, 
if  poaching  was  not  so  common.  Will  he  kindly 
send  a  sketch  of  his  single-hook  prawn  tackle.  As 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  aware,  I  have  long 
advocated  reducing  the  number  of  hooks  on  prawn, 
spinning,  and  other  tackles.  I  am  sure  quite  as 
many  fish  would  be  killed  on  a  single  hook  in 
proportion  to  runs,  and  the  time  saved  when  getting 
good  sport  would  be  invaluable. — Ed.] 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

Deak  Sib, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  the  following  amounts : — Trout 
Ramblers,  £1  Is. ;  United  Brothers,  £1  lis.  6d. ; 
Balance,  after  paying  expenses  of  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament,  July  22  and  23.  1904,  lOs.  6d. ; 
also  life  member's  subscription  from  Mr.  Zeifass, 
of  the  Gresham  A.S. — Yours  truly, 

9,  Hetley-rc  ad,  W.  H.  Babbeb. 

Shepherd's  Bush, 


PROPOSED  CONFERENCE  OF  SEA 
ANGLING  SOCIETIES. 

Deae  Sib, — I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  and 
interest  the  letter  from  Mr.  Dowsett,  of  Hastings, 
which  appeared  in  your  columns  on  Oct.  8.  At 
last  it  seems  the  local  sea  angling  societies,  or  some 
of  them,  are  beginning  to  realise  that  they  have  a 
future  before  them,  and  that,  on  the  principle  of  the 
old  proverb  that  "  union  is  strength,"  by  associating 
themselves  into  an  organised  body  they  may  exeit 
much  greater  influence  than  they  at  present  do  when 
acting  independently,  both  as  regards  the  further- 
ance of  the  sport  for  which  they  were  originally 
formed,  and  in  the  promotion  of  such  movements  as 
have  for  their  aim  the  protection  of  the  food  supplies 
of  the  country,  in  so  far  as  these  are  derived  from 
the  seas  around  our  shores. 

In  Mr.  Dowaett's  programme  of  suggested  agenda 
for  the  proposed  conference,  he  puts  forward  four 
points  for  discussion. 

1.  Illegal  trawling  and  destruction  of  immature 
fish. 

2.  Arrangement  of  the  dates  of  local  competitions 
so  as  to  avoid  clashing. 

3.  Representation  on  fishery  boards. 

4.  Pollution  of  shore  waters. 

Of  these,  the  first,  third,  and  fourth  are  matters 
of  more  than  local  importance  and  deal  with  ques- 
tions which  may  involve  statutory  legislation.  The 
second  affects  only  the  fishing  associations  them- 
selves, and  indirectly  the  municipal  and  other  local 
bodies  under  whose  a;gis  they  were  constituted. 

Now,  at  this  point  there  arise  several  difficulties, 
the  serious  consideration  of  which  I  would  press 
upon  Mr.  Dowsett  and  those  whom  he  represents. 
The  first  is  the  difficulty  of  assembling  a  conven- 
tion of  the  kind  proposed  at  any  outly  ing  provincial 
town.  The  position  of  Heistings  being  comparatively 
central,  it  is  quite  possible,  though  I  venture  to 
tbink  unlikely,  that  representatives  of  all  the  local 
sea  angling  societies,  or  of  a  large  majority  of  them, 
may  assemble  there  on  the  suggested  date — but 
how  will  it  be  when  Weymouth,  Scarborough,  or 
Lowestoft  takes  its  turn  on  the  roster  ? 

If  a  convention  is  to  be  for  all  the  kingdom,  it 
must,  I  think,  be  held  in  London  in  order  to  secure 
any  large  and  representative  attendance  of  dele- 
gates ;  but  it  is  quite  possible  that  a  confederation 
of,  aay,  the  Icceil  societies  in  Kent  and  Sussex, 
holding  annual  meetings  in  their  own  coast  towns 
in  rotation,  might  be  successful  ab  initio,  and, 
beginning  modestly,  might  in  time  lead  to  greater 
things. 

Another  point  that  strikes  me,  is,  what  should  be 


the  basis  of  qualification  for  membership  of  the 
confederation  ?  The  want  of  permanent  and 
abiding  strength  in  these  local  societies  is  the 
trouble.  It  happens  only  too  frequently  that  a 
society,  formed  in  haste,  and  financed  for  a  year  or 
two  piincipally  by  donations  from  the  benevolent, 
spends  its  substance  on  promoting  a  competition  or 
two  for  absuroly  valuable  prizes — to  the  encourage- 
ment of  pot-hunting  and  the  detriment  of  real 
sport.  After  a  little  while,  when  the  sources  of 
supply  dry  up,  interest  in  the  society  diminishes, 
the  membership  decreases,  and  eventually  it  dies  of 
sheer  inanition. 

It  would  be  very  unfortunate  if  on  any  serious 
question  of  practice  and  policy  the  representatives 
of  the  really  powerful  societies  of  long  standing  and 
large  membership  should  be  outvoted  by  the  dele- 
gates of  ephemeral  bodies  of  this  description.  This 
could  be  provided  against  by  making  an  age  of 
four  or  five  years  and  a  membership  of  not  less 
than  fifty  necessary  qualifications  for  the  league. 

Sometimes  two  societies  exist  in  the  same  town 
or  in  immediate  contiguity.  If,  as  may  probably 
happen,  there  should  be  any  divergence  in  their 
views,  which  of  these  societies  is  to  be  taken  as  best 
representing  the  opinions  of  the  locality  where  both 
have  their  headquarters  ?  The  older  one  ?  Or  the 
wealthier  ?  Or  that  which  is  numerically  the 
stronger. — Yours  truly,  C.  O.  Minchin. 


MARKING  SALMON. 
Deab  Sib, — I  see  that  device  for  marking  salmon 
again  pictured  in  your  issue  of  October  1.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  faulty.  The  number  is  put  on 
the  inside  of  the  plate,  so  that  when  the  fork  is  fixed 
the  number  cannot  be  seen  unless  the  device  is 
unfixed  from  the  fin.  Why  is  the  number  not 
placed  on  the  outside  so  that  it  can  be  read  at  once, 
and  the  device  left  there  without  midoing  when  a 
half-exhausted  kelt  is  hurriedly  being  unhooked  ? 
It  is  quite  as  easy  to  solder  the  plate  on  the  outside 
of  the  fork  as  the  inside.    Thus — 


The  only  mark  I  ever  caught  was  on  a  big  kelt  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Garvie  river  in  Loch  Shin,  and  as 
I  had  the  beastie  on  a  small  cane  rod  it  took  time 
to  land,  and  there  was  no  time  to  investigate  the 
device  if  I  wished  to  save  the  kelt's  life.  So  I  could 
not  make  any  report — ^for  which  object  alone  was 
the  device  put  there.  The  device  is  difficult  to  get 
off,  unless  one  is  prepared  with  a  pair  of  pliers, 
which  fishers  do  not  usually  carry — and  in  that 
doing  the  fish  probably  dies. 

If  my  plan  were  adopted,  the  thing  might  be  left 
in  the  fish  until  it  was  caught  as  a  clean  fish,  and  a 
report  made  every  tinae  it  was  caught  as  a  kelt  and 
when  finally  as  "  clean." — ^Yours  truly,    C.  F.  S. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  CARISBROOKE. 

Deae  Sib, — Sept.  10  brought  to  a  close  another 
successful  season  of  the  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Asso- 
ciation, considering  what  a  bright  summer  was 
experienced.  507  rainbows  and  brown  trout  were 
captured  between  April  1  and  Sept.  10-— an  average 
of  two  and  a  quarter  fish  per  visit — which  is  not  bad 
considering  the  majority  of  members  did  not  fish 
for  more  than  one  or  two  hours  when  they  paid 
the  water  a  visit.  The  average  weight  of  the  brown 
trout  was  about  lib.,  and  the  rainbows  l^lb.  The 
best  brown  trout  was  21b.  ^3oz.,  and  the  largest 
rainbow  31b.  3oz. 

The  enjoyment  of  the  fishing  of  the  last  two 
seasons  was  largely  due  to  your  kind  gift  of  the 
600  rainbows  nearly  two  years  ago,  and  all  the 
fishermen  do  nothing  else  but  sing  the  praises  of 
the  Yankees.  Certainly  up  to  the  present  every- 
thing can  be  said  in  their  favour,  for  it  seems  a 
great  boon  to  be  able  to  stock  suitable  waters  with 
them  one  season  and  to  be  able  to  kill  them  the  next. 
The  rainbows  here  take  a  dry  or  wet  fly  equal  to 
brownies. 

The  stock  of  the  rainbows  is  beginning  to  get  low 
as  377  have  been  captured  during  the  last  two 
seasons,  so  the  association  have  decided  to  order 
another  consignment  from  Mr.  E.  Valentine  Corrie's 
establishment  this  fall. 

It  seems  truly  wonderful  the  weight  this  species 
is  capable  of  putting  on  in  a  short  time,  for  the 


best  rainbow  caught  here  this  season  has  added 
31b.  loz.  to  its  weigfit  in  twenty-two  months. 

Great  expectations  were  held  out  of  seeing  some 
naturally  bred  rainbows  here,  as  so  many  parent 
fish  wera  seen  so  busy  on  the  spawning  beds  last 
winter,  buc  fear,  even  if  some  hatched  out,  we 
shall  not  be  any  the  wiser,  for  7u0  rainbow  fry 
hatched  artificially  from  eggs  taken  here  escaped 
into  the  main  stream.  Although  it  was  quite  an 
accident  it  made  a  good  experiment,  for  one  was 
capable  of  seeing  what  would  become  of  naturally 
bred  fry,  and,  sad  to  relate,  numbers  of  these  fish, 
measuring  from  6in,  to  7in.,  are  being  caught  down 
near  the  tidal  water,  they  having  had  to  negotiate 
five  sluices.  Of  course,  what  would  become  of 
artificially  hatched  fry  would  happen  to  natural 
ones,  for  it  only  means  two  .extra  sluices  to  jump, 
as  the  oroinary  rainbow  screens  are  not  fine  enough 
to  keep  back  the  fry. — Yours  faithfully, 

Pebcy  Wadham  (Secretary).  ^ 

[I  am  glad  to  hear  so  gjod  an  account  of  the 
rainbows.  The  Carisbrooke  lakes  are  ideal  places 
for  them. — Ed.] 


WILL  GRAYLING  THRIVE  IN  A  DAM? 

Deab  Sir, — Whether  grayling  will  thrive  or  not 
in  any  particular  water  is  a  question  which  can 
only  be  solved  by  experiment,  and  it  by  no  means 
follows  because  trout  are  thriving  there  that  gray- 
ling will  do  equally  well. 

As  you  point  out,  the  natural  home  of  grayling  is 
in  a  clear  stream  of  little  average  depth,  and  I  find 
that  it  these  conditions  are  much  departed  from 
they  are  liable  to  contract  diseases  and  to  get  into 
a  morbid  condition  generally.  At  any  rate,  in  such 
a  situation  as  a  dam  they  would  be  unlikely  to  rise 
freely  to  a  fly,  and  fishing  for  them  under  the-e 
conditions  would  not  be  at  all  like  the  real  thing, 
and  my  advice  to  "  Subscriber,"  therefore,  is  to  do 
his  best  to  improve  the  trout  fishing  which  already 
exists  and  to  refrain  from  stocking  his  dam  with 
grayling. — Yours  truly,  A.  R.  Peaet. 

Chess  River  Trout  Farm. 


WILL  GRAYLING  THRIVE  IN  A  DAM  ? 

Deab  Sir, — I  should  say  decidedly  not— they 
might  exist  for  a  time  but  would  not  thrive.  Some 
years  ago  I  introduced  some  small  moorland  trout 
into  a  small  sheet  of  water  in  which  they  grew 
apace,  and  some  of  them  are  there  yet,  and  big,  fine 
fellows  they  are ;  but  some  large  grayling  in  the 
same  water  had  a  miserable  existence  after  being 
in  it  for  a  short  time,  and  soon  became  food  for 
the  rats! — Yours  truly,  John  E.  Milleb. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
Leeds. 


NETTING  TROUT  LOCHS. 

Deae  Sib, — Will  you  kindly  tell  a  number  of 
interested  anglers  if  it  is  legal  to  place  a  hang-net 
of  inch  mesh  in  a  Sutherland  loch  ostensibly  for  the 
taking  of  char,  but  where  trout  form  the  main 
angling  sport,  and  upon  which  an  hotel  has  to 
depend  for  its  best  sport,  but  upon  which  the 
shooting  tenant  who  nets  has  also  angling  rights  ? 

The  loch — Badan  Loch — belongs  to  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland.  Badan  Loch  Lodge  has  rights  of 
angling  on  it — how  many  boats  I  cannot  say,  and 
the  Forsinard  Hotel  has  three  boats  on  it.  The 
lodge,  which  has  the  exclusive  right  on  about  six 
of  the  best  lochs  in  Sutherland,  frequently  places 
a  hang-net  in  Badan  Loch,  on  which,  bs  I  say, 
visitors  to  the  Forsinard  Hotel  depend  for  their 
main  sport. 

If  the  thing  is  legal — well ;  but  it  appears  to  a 
great  number  of  sportsmen  to  be  a  sad  and  very 
unspoitsmanlike  thing  to  do  when  so  many  other 
people  are  interested,  because  many  trout  must  be 
caught,  while  a  few  char  are  got.  There  is  an  old 
world  story  about  a  ewe  lamb  which  occurs  to  my 
mind. — Yours  truly,  Spobtsman. 

[It  is,  of  course,  a  question  for  the  proprietor  . 
—Ed.] 


LARGEST  WEIGHT  OF  ROACH  CAUGHT 
IN  A  THREE  HOURS'  MATCH. 

Deae  Sib, — Replying  to  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
Pearson,  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I 
think  the  following  must  be  nearly  a  record. 

The  Reading  Wanderers'  Angling  Association  held 
a  peg-down  competition  in  the  Cleeve  reach  of  the 
Thames  on  August  29,  1903,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Wise, 
who  drew  the  No.  1  swim,  caught  forty-four  roach 
weighing  101b.  14oz.  The  match  was  fished  from 
four  till  seven  o'clock.  As  a  contrast,  in  this  year's 
match,  fished  recently,  only  three  roach  w-ere  taken 
between  thirty-eight  anglers. 

Roach  fishing  has  been  very  slow  in  this  district 
this  summer. — Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Stacey. 

Beading, 
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BEAULIEU-SUR-MER,  FRANCE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  there  is 
any  sea  or  liver  fishinK  to  be  had  within  easy  reach 
of  Beaulieu-Bur-Mor,  Alpes  Maritiraes,  France,  within 
the  next  six  months. — Yours  tiuly,  C. 


"HORRIBLE  MIXTURES!" 

Dear  Sib, — I  came  across  a  very  old  angling  book 
the  other  day,  entitled,  "  Angling  Improved,  or 
Profit  and  Pleasure  Mixed  Together."  Unfortu- 
nately, the  title-page  ia  missing  and  with  it  the 
publisher's  name,  but  I  make  out  from  data  in 
different  parts  of  the  book  that  it  was  published  in 
1688.  It  is  a  very  quaint  affair,  I  can  assure  you, 
and  portions  of  it  vastly  amusing ;  and  the  informa- 
tion that  grayling  "  lie  close  all  winter  till  about 
mid- April,  and  then  appear  brisk  and  frolicksome," 
reads  very  funny  to  me,  and  will  do  to  other  anglers 
who  find  the  grayling  full  of  life  and  vigour  during 
the  winter  months.  Also  the  information  that 
"Physicians  have  declared  him  very  medicinal: 
his  gall  cures  noise,  pain,  and  deafness,  being  dropped 
into  the  ears  ;  it  causeth  fluxion,  and  kills  worms ; 
his  fat  also  cures  deafness  and  heals  wounds ;  and 
Gosner  saith,  mixed  with  honey  and  a  drop  dropp'd 
in  dayly,  clears  the  eye  sight,  helps  lassitude,  red- 
ness and  spots  in  the  sight,  takes  away  freckles,  and 
fills  up  the  pits  of  the  smallpox."  But  I  think 
Chapter  VIII,  of  "Alluring  Ointments"  is  fairly 
entitled  to  "  the  biscuit,"  "  the  cake,"  in  fact  the 
whole  bakehouse,  and  beats  the  German  referred  to 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  hollow. 

Fancy  advising  our  fair  lady  anglers  to  try 
"Mosier  Charras's  much  magnified  Receipt,"  which 
the  author  says  "  was  given  me  by  Doctor  of 
Physick  in  Latin,  and  which  I  give  here  in 
English  "  :— 

"  Take  man's  fat  and  cat's  fat,  of  each  half-an- 
ounce  ;  mummy  finely  powdered,  one  dram ;  the 
simple  distilled  oyls  of  annis-seed  and  spike,  of  each 
six  or  seven  drops  ;  civet,  two  grains  ;  make  all  into 
an  ointment,  and  therewith  anoint  eight  inches  of 
your  line  next  hook. 

"Note. — It's  best  to  use  this  ointment  on  a  silk 
line,  or  silk  and  hair,  to  hold  the  scent  longer,  and 
try  whether  dipping  your  bait  in  it  too  be  not  best. 

"  Recipe. — Man's  fat,  cat's  fat,  heron's  fat,  and 
the  best  assa-fadita,  of  each  two  drams;  mummy 
finely  powdered,  two  drams ;  cummin  seed,  finely 
powdered,  two  scruples ;  camphire,  galbanum,  and 
Venice  turpentine,  of  each  one  dram  ;  and  two  grains 
of  civet.  Make  all  into  an  indifferent  thin  ointment 
with  the  chymical  oyls  of  lavender,  annis,  and 
cammomile,  of  each  an  equal  quantity.  Keep  it  in 
a  well-glazed  gallypot,  close  covered  with  a  bladder 
and  leather  over  it,  fast  ty'd  on.  When  you  go  to 
use  it,  take  some  of  it  in  a  pewter  box  made  taper 
— that  is,  wider  at  top  than  bottom — for  conveni- 
ence, and  anoint  about  eight  inches  of  your  line 
next  hook,  and  when  wash'd  off  repeat  it.  This 
the  said  author  recommends  as  a  great  secret,  and 
would  have  the  angler  esteem  it  as  a  jewel. 

"Recipe. — Man's  fat,  cat's  fat,  heron's  fat,  and 
the  purest  assa-jwtida,  of  each  two  drams ;  gum 
ivy,  belzoin  gum,  mummy,  and  cummin  seed,  all 
finely  powdered,  of  each  a  dram  ;  civet  and  amber 
grease,  of  each  two  grains.  Make  all  into  a  liquid 
ointment  with  the  spirit  of  man's  blood,  and  the 
chemical  oils  of  ivy,  annis,  and  turpentine.  With 
the  first  of  these  two  ointments,  before  you  have 
baited  your  hook,  anoint  well  your  line  six  or  eight 
inches  next  the  hook ;  and  with  the  other  of  these 
ointments  anoint  the  line  as  before  and  also  the 
arming  of  the  hook  very  well,  and  then  bait  the 
hook  and  dip  the  baited  hook  in  your  ointment  and 
fish  therewith,  and  repeat  it  as  you  have  cause. 

"  These  two  alluring  ointments — the  one  to 
attract  by  its  scent,  and  the  other  chiefly  to  please 
the  teiste — if  thus  used,  I  am  assured,  the  angler 
wUI  find  irresistible ;  and  though  they  seem  to  differ 
but  little- from  the  precedent  yet  are  holden  to  be 
of  much  greater  efficacy.  Keep  them  in  small 
well-  glazed  gallypots,  with  pieces  of  bladder  and 
leather  close  tied  down.  I  have  not  yet  made  trial 
of  them,  but  upon  the  credit  of  my  friend  of  whom 
I  had  them  leave  them  to  the  expert  angler  to 
experiment.  (Then  follows  the  information  as  ,to 
where  the  gruesome  ingredients  are  to  be  obtained.) 
The  man's  fat  is  to  be  had  of  the  chyrurgeon, 
the  heron's  fat  of  the  poulterer  or  fowler,  and  the 
rest  of  the  apothecary  or  druggist.  Mummy  is 
tlie  body  of  a  man  or  woman  embalmed  with 
myrrh,  aloes,  and  balsam,  which  being  digged  out 
of  the  graves  is  like  pitch,  and  is  brought  out  of 
Egypt,  Assyria,  or  Anibiii,  and  is  generally  called 
Arabian  mummy  as  the  best  of  all.  There  is  a 
kind  that  is  ouly  an  equal  mixture  of  the  Jew's  lime 
and  bitumen  called  tnumia  nativa,  which  is  not 
good  for  the  angler's  purpose." — Youra  truly. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  J,  E.  Miller. 

New  Station-street,  Leeda. 


THE  "LADY  ALINGTON  "  SALMON,  FLY. 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  "Hibemia"  regarding 
the  dressing  of  this  fly  I  beg  to  state  that  the  wings, 
body,  and  hackle  are  all  of  a  cinnamon  colour  (the 
exact  shade  is  difficult  to  describe),  with  the  addition 
of  crests  and  tinsel.  The  orthodox  pattern  can  be 
obtained  from  Messrs.  D.  Watson  and  Co.,  fishing 
tackle  makers,  19,  Inglis-street,  Inverness,  who 
originally  dressed  the  fly. 

I  hope  "Hibernia"  will  find  that  the  "Lady 
Alington"  will  have  a  stimulating  effect  on  the 
jaded  appetite  of  the  Irish  salmon. — Yours  truly, 

Invernees.  J.  H.  Scott. 

FISHING  IN  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Deab  Sib, — I  beg  to  comply  with  Mr.  Conway's 
request,  and  to  come  straight  at  the  facts  of  the 
case  since  he  so  desires.  Some  years  ago  certain 
rules  were  formulated  with  respect  to  the  fishing  in 
the  Broadwaters,  and  I  have  never  yet  heard  that 
they  have  been  altered.  I  am  perfectly  well  aware 
they  have  been  broken.  One  rule  states  that  the 
ticket-holder  should  be  present  with  his  fishing 
friends.  I  well  remember  a  party  being  turned 
away  by  the  holder  of  the  water  because  the 
shareholder  was  not  with  them  on  whose  leave 
they  were  fishing,  although  (and  will  Mr.  Conway 
look  at  this  with  the  other  half  of  his  eye)  I 
requested  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  stay. 

Personally,  I  have  obeyed  the  rule,  and  it  must 
be  clear  to  the  most  ordinary  mind  that  "what  is 
sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander." 

I  am  sorry  if  I  misunderstood  Mr.  Dedman's 
letter,  but  as  I  read  it  it  constituted  a  general 
invitation  to  anglers  to  fish  the  Broadwaters,  and  I 
consider  such  as  unjust  to  shareholders  who  have 
paid  for  and  helped  to  preserve  that  fishing  for 
years. 

Mr.  Conway  says  "  he  can  h;/  arrangement,"  etc. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  holder  of  the  water  would 
grant  permission  to  any  of  the  shareholders'  friends 
occasionally,  but  if  this  became  the  general  rule 
the  unfairness  to  other  shareholders  who  rarely  ask 
the  privilege  is  very  obvious. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Editor,  1  have  stated  the  matter 
clearly  enough  to  render  any  further  correspondence 
unnecessary. — Yours  truly,  David  Jones. 

Stony  Stratford. 

RAINBOWS  AND  TENCH. 

Dear  Sib, — About  this  time  last  year  we  stocked 
two  ponds  here  with  4in.  rainbow  trout.  In  one 
of  them  the  trout  have  grown  splendidly,  being 
from  6in.  to  Sin.  long  and  very  strong.  This  pond 
was  practically  free  from  coarse  fish.  In  the  other 
pond,  which  contained  a  large  number  of  tench,  the 
trout  have  not  grown  so  well,  and  do  not  rise  with 
the  same  freedom.  We  have  tried  many  times  to 
catch  these  tench,  but  have  only  succeeded  in 
catching  odd  ones.  We  think  the  trout  would 
thrive  better  if  the  tench  were  cleared  out,  and 
would  be  much  obliged  if  you  could  tell  us  how  to 
do  this  without  injuring  the  trout. 

As  we  have  a  pond  stocked  with  tench  only,  we 
would  be  pleased  if  you  could  give  us  a  few  hints 
as  to  what  baits  to  use  and  general  method  of 
catching  them.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  truly,  Thomas  Geaham. 

[The  only  way  to  get  rid  of  the  tench  with  cer- 
tainty would  hs  to  draw  off  the  water  and  get 
them  out,  and  see  none  were  left  in  the  mud,  but  I 
feel  certain  that  the  tench  are  not  prejudicial  to  the 
rainbows  in  any  way — in  fact,  the  rainbows  will 
feed  on  the  tench  fry.  To  catch  tench  with  rod 
and  line  is  not  always  easy  work.  In  some  waters 
they  bite  freely,  and  in  others  it  is  only  occasionally 
that  a  good  bag  can  be  made.  Usually  the  be^t 
plan  is  to  bait  a  swim  or  two  overnight  with  worms, 
and  fish  early  for  them,  letting  the  bait  rest  on  the 
bottom  and  putting  the  rod  on  a  rest.  I  have  had 
capital  sport  with  tench  using  a  fly  rod,  and  fishing 
in  this  way  with  two  hooks — one  on  the  ground 
with  worm  (lob  or  marsh  worms)  and  the  other  rjuat 
off  the  ground  baited  with  brown  bread  paste. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES  AND  THE 
WIRRAL. 

Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  glad  if  j  ou  or  any  of  your 
readers  can  inform  me  when  the  lake  or  river 
fishing  closes  in  North  Wales.  Also  if  you  can  give 
me  any  particulars  as  to  the  kind  of  fishing  to  be 
obtained  in  the  Wirral,  and  if  there  is  any  good 
fishing,  where  and  how  permission  is  to  be  pro- 
cured.— Yours  truly,  Zulu. 

PIKE  FISHING  ON  THE  LUNE. 

Dear  Sib, — Would  you  kindly  answer  me  this 
question  ?  Now  that  the  trout  season  is  over  on 
the  Lune,  a  friend  of  mine  wishes  to  fish  for  pike. 
There  is  an  impression  here  that  he  cannot  do  this 
unless  he  takes  out  a  salmon  licence,  and  that  he 


cannot  do  it  at  all  after  the  salmon  season  is  over 
because  he  might  accidentally  get  into  a  salmon. 
The  angling  editor  of  our  local  papers  says  a  licence 
is  not  required  for  pike,  but  that  my  friend  could 
fish  for  them  in  a  salmon  river  without.  Would 
you  tell  me  exactly  what  the  legal  position  is  ? — 
Yours  truly,  A.  K. 

[The  best  authority  to  put  this  query  to  is  the 
Clerk  of  the  Fishery  Board.  It  is  not  safe  to 
assume  that  because  there  are  pike  in  a  river  thafci 
therefore  you  can  fish  for  them.  Every  poacher] 
wlio  was  after  salmon  would  say  he  was  fishing  for] 
pike,  and  it  is  always  well  to  find  out  what  is  and] 
what  is  not  allowed  by  the  Conservators.  As  a  rule, 
the  owner  of  a  private  fishery  can  give  permission 
to  fish  for  pike  if  there  are  pike  in  the  water,  and 
Fisliery  Boards  are  glad  to  get  rid  of  pike. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  BURNHAM  BEECHES. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  any  information  concerning  Burn- 
ham  Beeches  (Bucks)  ?  I  have  seen  a  pond  there, 
close  to  the  railway,  which  I  have  passed  on  my 
way  to  Oxford,  and  have  noticed  a  fishing  punt  is 
generally  there.  Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
if  there  are  any  jack  or  perch  there,  and  if  there  is 
any  accommodation  handy  ?  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  N.  Lambert. 


A  7lb.  TEVIOT  TROUT. 

Dear'  Sir, — I  send  you  the  following  cutting 
from  the  Edinburgh  Evening  News  of  Thursday, 
Oct.  6:— "Mr.  William  Keddie,  Edinburgh,  while 
fishing  on  the  Teviot  yesterday,  near  Ninewells, 
caught  281b.  of  trout  and  grayling,  hia  basket 
incluiJing  a  7lb.  trout,  27|in.  long.  It  took  Mr. 
Keddie  an  hour  to  land  the  7-pounder." 

I  also  enclose  a  photo  of  a  trout  the  same  weight 
as  above — 71b.,  and  27in.  long — caught  in  the 
Eden  water  that  runs  by  Cupar  in  Fife,  and 
empties  itself  in  St.  Andrew's  Bay. 

The  river  is  one  of  the  finest  trouting  streams  in 
Scotland.  Salmon  and  sea-trout  are  to  be  got  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  water,  and  from  Nidy  Mill 
downwards  is  tidal,  and  here  small  sea-trout  from 
^Ib.  and  upwards,  and  occasionally  a  big  fellow, 
and  plenty  of  fine  flounders  that  are  not  to  be 
despised  ;  the  largest  one  I  caught  was  near  31b. 
in  weight.  Above  the  dam  at  Nidy  Mill  is  a  streak 
of  water  called  the  "  Pooch,"  from  3ft.  to  4ft.  deep. 
— Yours  truly,  M.  Winlay. 


"  SEAGULLS  AND  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF 
GRAIN. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  'Scotsman.*  ' 
"  Sir, — In  connection  with  the  letters  which  have 
lately  been  appearing  in  your  columns  regarding 
the  increase  of  the  seagulls  and  their  destructive 
ravages  in  inland  waters,  and  have  proved  to  many 
students  of  Nature  of  more  interest  than  the 
'  supernatural  '  epistles  on  the  interminable  Church 
question,  I  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  agri- 
culturists and  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  another 
phase  of  seagull  destructiveness  which  has  lately 
come  under  my  notice,  though  doubtless  others 
have  before  observed  the  same. 

"  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  ground  in  the  East 
country  is  more  popular  with  the  seagulls  than  the 
golf  course  of  the  Honourable  Company  at  Muir- 
tield,  a  fact  which  is  much  regretted  alike  by  the 
greenkespers  and  the  players.  The  other  day 
when  golfing  there  I  was  much  struck  with  the 
abounding  evidence  furnished  in  every  direction 
that  the  seaguUs  must  at  this  season  of  the  year 
be  largely  partaking  of  barley  and  other  kinds  of 
grain.  I  mentioned  my  suspicions  to  more  than 
one  member  of  the  Honourable  Company  who  had 
not  previously  noted  the  evidence  referred  to,  and 
who  were  at  first  inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  my 
observation,  but  one  and  all  on  further  investiga- 
tion confirmed  the  correctness  thereof.  I  may  add 
further  that  I  mentioned  th«  matter  to  one  of  our 
most  intelligent  agriculturists,  Mr.  T.  Elder,  of 
Stevenson  Mains,  a  former  president  of  the  Chamber 
of  Agriculture,  who  confirmed  my  suspicions  by 
the  statement  that  he  had  often  seen  the  seagulls 
picking  up  grain  on  the  ground  after  the  fields  were 
cut,  but  that  this  season  was  the  first  in  which  he 
had  seen  them  actually  on  the  stooks  helping  them- 
selves to  the  best  of  the  grain.  The  havoc  worked 
by  these  rapacious  gulls  on  salmon  and  aea- trout 
in  inland  watera  to  which  your  correspondents  have 
drawn  attention  is  serious  enough,  but  I  am  sure 
that  everyone  will  agree  that  it  is  a  much  more 
serious  disturbance  of  '  the  balance  of  .Nature '  when 
the  ever-increasing  regiment  of  seagulls  haa  to  be 
added  to  the  already  formidable  array  of  enemies 
with  which  our  farmers  have  to  contend,  and  that 
the  time  has  come  for  action. — I  am,  etc., 

" The  Manse,  Dirleton,  "John  Kerb. 

"  East  Lothian,  Sept.  30,  1904.**, 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THB  EDITOR. 


About  Floats. 

We  propose  to  give  presently  some  illustrations 
of  floats  of  different  kinds,  and  shall  be  glad  to 
have  samples  of  any  floats  for  which  special  features 
are  claimed,  or  which  are  used  in  special  kinds  of 
fishing. 

Izaak  Walton  and  Wilts. 
Under  the  title,  "Isaac  Walton  and  his  Connexion 
with  Wilts'-  (Walton  wrote  his  Christian  name 
"Izaak,"  and  I  prefer  so  to  give  it),  Mr.  Arthur 
Schomberg  ha.s  reprinted  as  a  quarto  pamphlet 
some  notes  which  he  contributed  to  "Wiltshire 
Notes  and  Queries."-  Although  there  is  nothing 
new  about  Walton — it  seems  hopeless  to  discover 
anything  new — Waltonians  will  like  to  have  these 
notes  about  Izaak  senior  and  junior  and  their 
friends.  Copies  of  the  wills  of  Walton  and  his  son 
and  son-in-law.  Dr.  Wm^  Hawkins,  are  given,  and 
two  or  three  illustrations — one  is  described  as 
showing  "Walton's  House  in  Salisbury  Close";  it 
should  have  been  Izaak  Walton  junior's  house,  if 
there  is  one  which  can  be  identified  as  his.  The 
other  day  I  had  sent  to  me  two  documents,  one  in 
Walton's  writing  and  the  other  in  that  of  his  son. 
The  most  interesting  recent  discovery  about  Wal- 
ton was  Mr.  A  B.  Dewar's,  namely,  that  he  owned 
a  farm  in  Hampshire  on  the  Test, 


Fishing  near  Shrewsbury. 

A  little  while  back  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Bootle  Angling  Association  asked  us  for  some 
information  about  the  fishing  in  the  Severn  near 
Shrewsbury.-  We  referred  him  to  our  Shrewsbury 
correspondent,  who  kindly  took  a  lot  of  trouble  to 
arrange  for  the  members  of  the  Bootle  Association 
a  very  pleasant  angling  outing  at  the  pretty  village 
of  UfEngton.  Thank  heaven,  there  are  still  so 
many  of  those  pretty  villages  about  our  country,  as 
they  add  so  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  angling. 
Our  Bootle  friends  had  such  a  good  time  that  they 
unanimously  resolved  to  record  on  their  minutes 
their  sincere  appreciation  of  i.' Hafren's '?  good 
•ervicesi 


To  Calculate  Weight  from  Size  of  Fish. 
Writing  from  Calcutta  on  Sept.    13,  Lt.-CoL 
George  Ranking,  a  mahseer  angler,  says : — 

"  In  your  issue  of  Aug.  20,  at  page  133,  third 
column,  there  occurs  a  paragraph  relative  to  the 
capture  of  a  monster  trout  in  New  Zealand, 
weight,  531b.,  length,  3ft.  11-^in.,  girth,  29ui.,  and 
your  (I  presume)  remark  is  that  '  Assuming  that 
the  length  and  weight  were  accurately  taken,  tliis 
fish  is  considerably  heavier— say,  some  fifteen  per 
cent. — than  a  well-conditioned  salmon  of  same 
length.  The  weight  by  our  table  of  salmon  lengths, 
etc.,  is  461b.'  As  a  matter  of  curiosity  I  calculated 
out  the  weight  of  this  fish  in  accordance  with  the 
formula  well  known  to  mahseer  fishers  in  India, 
with  the  following  result : — 

•'The  formula  runs,  as  you  perhaps  are  well 
aware — 


1000 


=  W.  (in  pounds) 


Where  L  is  the  length  from  snout  to  the  tail  (a 
line  joining  the  extremities  of  the  tail  fin  is  the 
point  to  which  the  length  is  taken),  and  G  is  the 
biggest  girth,  both  in  inches; 

"Applying  this  to  the  trout  in  question,  we 
have — 


(47-5  -f  15-8)  X  841 


1000 
63-3  X  841 
1000 


=  Weight 


=  53- 2351b.' 


"  On  page  146,  again,  in  '  Dragnet's'  'Jottings,' 
last  paragraph,  it  is  stated  that  a  salmon  581b.  in 
weight,  4ft.  4in.  in  length,  and  2ft.  5in.  in  girth, 
was  caught  at  Rockhall. 

;j  Again  applying  the  above  formula,  we  get 


(52  4-  17-3)  X  841 
1000 


57-81bj 


as  the  weight  of  the  fish; 

"From  these  two  instances  it  would  appear  that 
the  formula  given  applies  perfectly  to  salmon  and 
trout,  as  indeed  one  would  expect  from  such 
perfectly  symmetrical  fish.'' 

Colonel  Ranking's  results  from  his  figures  are 
very  interesting.    For  pike  he  thinks  it  should  be 


X  G2 


1000 


Weight  in  Ibsj 


I  asked  a  friend,  Mr.  John  Jackson,  who  is  as 
clever  at  mathematical  questions  as  I  am  the 
reverse,  if  he  could  simplify  the  formula,  and  he 
gives  me  this : — 

"To  find  the  approximate  weight  of  salmon  or 
trout  in  pounds  avoirdupois,  multiply  the  length  by 
the  square  of  the  girth  (both  in  inches)  and  divide 
the  product  by  750.'5 

To  make  this  quite  clear  I  will  take  the  531b. 
New  Zealand  trout  and  work  out  the  weight  from 
the  given  length,  47  Jin.,  and  girth,  29in.  To  get  the 
square  of  the  girth  we  multiply  29  by  itself: — 

29 
29 

261 

68 

841  inches,  which  multiplied  by  the 
472    length    of  the    fish,  viz., 

 •    47J  inches,  and  the  product 

5887     divided  by  750  gives  the 
3364  answer, 
420 


750>i39947  inches/531b.  -f- 
73750  [ 


2447 
2250 
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It  will  bo  seen  the  result  works  out  less  than 
four  ounces  over  53lb.,  or  by  Jackson's  arithmetic 
and  mentally: — 


47|  X  (29)^ 
750 


=  47 J  X  li  nearly 
=  63lb  +  as  before^ 


A  47lb.  Tweed  Salmon. 

Our  Tweed  correspondent  last  week  reported 
that  a  grand  fish  had  been  taken  on  Sprouston 
Dub  by  Captain  Seymour,  a  guest  of  General  Sir 
H.  Trotter.  As  he  said,  what  adds  interest  to  the 
event  is  that  it  was  Captain  Seymour's  first  fish. 
It  was  a  male  fish  and  weighed  47lb. — length,  48in.; 
girth,  27in.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  formula  on 
this  page  gives  the  weight  wonderfully  closely.  I 
make  it  come  out  471b.  all  but  about  5oz. — that  is, 
by  multiplying  48in.  by  the  square  of  the  girth, 
27in.  multiplied  by  27in.  35092,  which  divided  by 
750  gives  471b.  all  but  about  ^Ib. 


Irish  Pike. 

Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White  writes : — "I  liave  the  privilege 
of  knowing  Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop,  and  I  sincerely  con- 
gratulate him  on  capturing  another  monster  pike. 
Several  years  back,  if  I  remember  aright,  he  caught 
a  fish  of  35lb.  in  Lough  Conn,  on  single  gut  and 
small  Phantom,  close  to  a  large  rock,  which  has 
ever  since  been  known  by  his  name.  It  is  the 
measurements  of  his  recent  33-pounder  which  have 
provoked  my  curiosity.  These  are  given  as: 
extreme  length,  45in.,  girth,  23|in.,  length,  eye  to 
fork  of  tail,  39in. 

"In  February,  1903,  I  caught  a  pike  in  a  lake  in 
the  West  of  England  scaling,  four  days  after 
capture,  311b.  This  fish,  which  according  to  weight 
falls  short  of  Mr.  Mossop's  fish  by  21b.,  had  the 
following  measurements :  extreme  length,  46in., 
girth,  24in.,  eye  to  fork,  39 Jin.,  thus,  as  you  see, 
exceeding  the  33-pounder  in  every  instance.  It 
was  a  fish  of  beautiful  shape  and  in  perfect  condi- 
tion. How  then  does  it  weigh  less  ?  That  is  the 
question.' 2 

There  is  always  more  gas  in  an  Irish  pike; 
Working  out  the  weight  on  Lieut. -Col.  Ranking's 
formula  for  pike  I  make  it  come  out  just  36|lb. — 
namely,  the  extreme  length,  45in.,  plus  half  of  it 
=  67iin.,  multipUed  by  the  square  of  the  girth  and 
divided  by  1000. 


A  Grand  Whiting. 

The  British  Sea  Anglers  had  on  view  the  other 
day  a  whiting  (Gadua  merlangus)  which  weighed 
41b;  15oz.,  much  the  finest  I  have  ever  seen. 
Pennant  records  specimens  up  to  81b.  as  taken 
from  the  edge  of  the  Dogger  Bank;  As  it  was 
taken  in  a  net,  the  society  did  not  have  it  set  up. 

The  Manchester  Cotton  Fishing  Lines. 
Judging  from  the  many  complaints  which  have 
come  to  me,  the  Manchester  Cotton  Spinning  Co. 
are  no  longer  supplying  their  excellent  salmon  and 
trout  lines;  The  last  I  have  heard  is  that  a  large 
supply  company  will  remove  them  from  their  fist 
in  consequence  of  inability  to  obtain  stock.  It 
seems  a  pity  that  fines  which  have  given  satisfac- 
tion for  a  quarter  of  a  century  should  drop  out  in 
this  way. 

Wicker  or  Osier  Eel  Traps. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  address  of  any  maker 
of  the  old-fashioned  wicker  (not  wire)  bottle-shape 
eel  traps.  Messrs,  Gaynor,  of  Richmond,  who  used 
to  sell  them,  tell  me  the  man  who  used  to  make 
them  for  them  is  dead,  and  they  have  been  unable 
to  get  any^ 

"A  Night  with  a  Northern  Fish  Poacher"— 
Anglers'  Licenses. 

This  is  the  title  of  an  amusing  article  by 
"  T.  A.  G."  in  the  Yorkshire  Herald.  After  describing 
how  he  was  present  one  night  while  a  poacher 
operated — when  an  extra  big  fish  was  landed — he 
sighs:  "Oh,  for  the  companionship  of  Messrs. 
Marston,  Tod,  and '  Val  Conson  •  at  such  a  moment." 
It  was  very  kind  of  "  T.  A.  G.'-  to  desire  our 
company,  but,  personally,  I  have  no  desire  to  see  the 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  figuring  in  the  paper  as 
aiding  and  abetting  in  poaching.  One  of  the  most 
uncomfortable  quarter-hours  I  ever  had  was  when 
talking  to  a  water-bailiff  I  met  on  a  river.  He 
told  me  how  sharp  he  had  to  be  in  seeing  if  visitors 
had  hcenses — "  they  all  pretend  they  did  not  know 
they  had  to  get  a  license."  I  said,  J' Yes,  that  is 
the  usual  excuse,'-  expecting  every  minute  he 
would  ask  to  see  mine — all  I  could  have  given  him 
was  the  same  old  excuse,-  I  think  that  proprietors 
of  hotels  frequented  by  anglers  should  put  up  a 
card  saying  that  a  license  must  be  taken  out,  and 
where  it  can  be  got.  I  had  no  desire  to  evade 
payment,  but  the  law  will  not  admit  ignorance  of 
it  as  any  excuse,  R,  B.  5Iaksio>% 
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"AFTEK  WOEK." 


To  a  great  many  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Oazeite  anything  and  everything  written  above  the 
signature  of  Edward  Marston  is  of  interest,  since 
under  his  nom  de  plume  of  'iThe  Amateur  Angler  25 
he  has  given  us  many  delightful  books,  much  of 
which  had  passed  previously  through  the  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

If  *i  The  Amateur  Angler  '.5  be  not  a  popular 
author  with  all  who  wield  the  fly  rod,  I  lay  my 
pen  down  at  once.  But  he  is,  and  in  this  fact  do 
I  find  my  justification  for  writing  the  review  of 
this  his  latest  book — '-'After  Work:  Fragments 
from  the  Workshop  of  an  Old  Publisher"  (London: 
William  Heinemann) — in  a  journal  generally  devoted 
to  matters  piscatoriaL  I  have  sat  down  with  the 
intention  of  giving  our  readers  a  slight,  if  discursive 
and  informal,  sketch  of  the  work  and  its  scope.; 

Mr^  Edward  Marston  tells  us  how  he  began  life 
on  St.  Valentine's  Day^  1825,  although  he  has  to 
take  all  that  for  granted,  seeing  that  his  memory 
is  a  little  confused  at  this  distance;  One  thing, 
however,  is  family  history — namely,  that  if  he  did 
not  enter  the  world  with  a  war  whoop — as  who 
should  say,  "  The  world's  my  oyster,  which  with  my 
pen  I'll  open" — he  was  none  the  less  a  redskin. 
Indeed,  the  feathers  (in  his  cap)  are  en  evidence 
still  of  his  aflSnity  with  the  noble  savage,  and  when 
he  grasps  a  fishing  rodj  its  resemblance  to  a  spear, 
heightens  the  conviction  that  he  was  meant  for  a 
warrior  from  the  hour  of  his  births 

And  a  warrior  he  has  been  without  doubt,  for 
if  he  did  not  choose  to  open  this  oyster  of  a  world 
with  "  a  sword,"  has  he  not  given  the  world  another 
proof  that    the  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword  "  ? 

In  a  preparatory  note  he  tells  us  that  he  has 
been  connected  vdth  the  business  of  publishing 
and  bookselling  for  about  sixty-five  years — of 
which  he  has  spent  over  fifty -eight  in  the  Qty  of 
Londonj 

Let  us  endeavour  to  grasp  the  full  meaning  of 
such  a  statement ;  and  if  the  reader  is  not  moved 
to  sympathy  with  the  noble-minded  lad  who  has 
carved  his  own  way — by  sheer  force  of  character 
and  grit — to  the  position  he  now  holds,  as  the 
oldest  of  London  publishers,  as  well  as  the  most 
respected  and  beloved,  I  shall  be  surprised  indeedj 

He  was  brought  up  on  Spartan  principles — by 
his  worthy  father  as  well  as  the  headmaster  of 
the  school  at  Lucton,  in  Salop.  These  were  the 
days  when  the  trainer  of  youth  believed  that  to 
spare  the  rod  spoiled  the  child,  and  they  evidently 
carried  their  belief  into  practice.-  No  milksop  was 
he,  who  never  deserved -5  or  got  a  flogging;  For 
such  a  boy  I  have  a  profound  contempt.;  He 
ought  to  be  sent  to  a  girls'  school,  or  put  in  a  glass 
case^  His  first  acquaintance  with  the  rod  was 
peculiar^  in  that  it  was  made  of  birch,  and 
blood  fiowed  somewhat  freely  when  it  was  in  hand ! 

Did  he  flinch  ?  did  he  bear  a  grudge  ? — not  he.; 
He  took  it  smilingt  From  the  tender  age  of  seven 
to  fifteen  he  was  under  this  kind  of  discipline,  and 
tells,  with  his  accustomed  humour,  the  story  of 
the  Scottish  mother  who  brought  her  son  to  the  school- 
master (in  Perthshire)  with  these  tender  intro- 
ductory words,  ^'I^ve  brocht  ye  oor  Jock,  mind  ye 
lick  him  weel !  -2  Let  us  hope  that  poor  Jock  was 
so  full  of  robust  health  and  good  nature,  that  he 
was  able  to  kiss  the  rod  V.  and  even  to  find  i'  some 
sugar  in  the  cane.'i 

I  must,  however,  get  on,'  and  I  merely  touch  on 
this  incident  as  it  connects  the  youth  with  his  first 
start  in  life,  when  he  was  "  drifted  into  a  large 
newspaper  office  in  Liverpool,  that  of  Messrs. 
Willmer  and  Smith.'S  He  incidentally  mentions 
at  this  date,  his  first  acquaintance  with  the 
Publishers^'  Circular i  which  was  then  just  nine  years 
old,  it  being  established  in  1830  by  Mr.  Sampson 
Low^ 

On  June  1,  1846,  his  father  took  him  over  by 
coach  (the  "  Red  Rover  " )  from  Leominster  to  Bir- 
mingham, a  drive  of  sixty  milesj  From  thence  he 
travelled  by  train  to  London^ 

5' I  had  now,'"  he  says,;  "cut  the  cable;  and 
drifted  away  for  ever  from  the  old  family  ship,  to 
be  launched  in  the  great  iminown  and  perilous  sea 
of  London.'.5 

In  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  he  entered  the 
houso  of  Mr  Sampson  Low,,  where  ho  was  destined 


to  become  in  time,  not  only  a  partner,  but  the 
head  of  the  firm;  He  had,  of  course,  "  to  go 
through  the  mill,'-  and  it  is  pleasant  to  record  that, 
!'in  January,  1856,  he  joined  Sampson  Low  in 
partnership.  .5 

The  Great  Exhibition  (in  1851)  and  the  Crimean 
War  (in  1854)  were  two  events  of  historical 
interest ;  but  1851  was  of  even  greater  interest  to 
Mr.  Marston  personally,  because  "  it  was  also  the 
year  of  my  marriage,'-'  and  next  to  that  in  point  of 
personal  interest  must  have  been  the  partnership 
(in  1856)  with  Mr.  Sampson  Low. 

Having  got  thus  far  with  his  biography,  he  now 
proceeds  to  introduce  his  readers  to  the  more 
prominent  among  the  authors  for  whom  the  firm 
published  (see  Chapter  IIL,  page  53),  and  the  first 
mentioned  is  the  late  Sir  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton, 
afterwards  Lord  Lytton.- 

He  gives  a  deeply  interesting  notice  of  the 
famous  novelist,  his  narrative  being  embellished  by 
a  capital  portrait  "etched  from  a  drawing  by 
Langee.'l 

The  publication  of  y  A  Strange  Story involved 
the  drawing  out  of  a  formal  business  agreement, 
signed  by(l)  theauthor, Bulwer Lytton,(2)  Sampson 
Low,  Son,  and  Marston,  (3)CharlesDickens,(4)  W.  Hj 
Wells,  whose  autographs  lend  an  additional  interest 
to  the  narrative.-  It  had  first  to  be  published  in 
All  the  Year  Round,  but  simultaneously  Messrs. 
Sampson  Low  and  Co.  were  to  publish  the  story  in 
America.  For  the  details  I  must  refer  to  the 
book  itself.  The  space  at  my  disposal  will  not 
permit  of  undue  prolixity. 

I  must,  however,  mention  a  few  of  the  leading 
authors  as  they  pass  before  us  on  the  screen,  as 
it  were.  Immediately  following,  is  Mrs.  Harriet 
Beecher  Stowe,  whose  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  '•'  had 
a  phenomenal  success.  *'Itwa9  first  printed  serially 
in  Boston,  and  ran  for  nine  months.  It  was  then 
published  in  Boston  in  book  form.  Three  thousand 
were  sold  the  first  day,  and  over  300,000  were  sold 
in  America  alone,  within  the  year.'^  They  hkewise 
published  "  Dred,'-  by  the  same  authoress,  of  whom 
there  is  a  good  portrait;  Then  follows  various 
writers: — The  Rev.  W.  H.  Milburn,  George  Catlin, 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  a  letter  of  whose,  which 
begins,  "My  dear  Publishers  and  Friends,'.'  I 
shall  not  spoil  by  quoting  from,  save  to  say  that  it 
refers  to  his  own  poem,  "  The  Last  Leaf,''  several 
verses  of  which  Mr.  Marston  gives  at  pages  75-6. 

But  I  shall  give  an  extract  from  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Wendell  Holmes,  dated  Boston,  Nov.  3,  1887 : 
— "My  dear  Mr.  Marston, — Your  book  shall  not 
go  into  a  comer,  but  shall  challenge  an  honourable 
place  on  my  shelves,'i  A  very  appreciative  and 
kindly  letter. 

Next  comes  Joseph  Whitaker,  of  "Whitaker's 
Almanack  -'  fame,  and  of  whom  one  could  almost 
have  wished  to  have  read  more.  Here  again  there 
is  a  splendid  likeness  of  a  very  fine  and  strong  face; 

Charles  Scribner  has  a  very  brief  notice,  and 
Charles  Welford  ends  Chapter  III;  and  "The 
Fifties.'.-  Chapter  IV.  opens  with  a  somewhat  longer 
and  very  interesting  account  of  Wilkie  Collins, 
with  his  portrait;  Most  people  are  familiar  with 
his  "Woman  in  White '1  and  "No  Name.'-  Mrs. 
Gaskell,  Charles  Reade  (with  portrait),  James 
Payn,  Dr.  Gumming,  Walter  Thombury,  Joseph 
Cundall,  Victor  Hugo,  Baron  Tauchnitz,  John 
Francis  of  the  AthencBum  (with  portrait),  and 
Louisa  M.  Alcott,  with  others  whom  I  have  passed 
over  in  my  hurry  to  get  on  with  this  paper,  finish 
up  Chapter  IV. 

Chapter  V.  opens  with  a  deeply  interesting  account 
of  R;  Dj  Blackmore,  M.A.,  the  author  of  that 
charming  work  Lorna  Doone,'-  and  the  intimate 
personal  friend  of  the  Marstons,  ptre  et  fils.  I 
cannot,  much  as  I  should  like  to,  do  more  than 
mention  the  fact  that  no  less  than  nineteen  pages 
are  devoted  to  R;  D;  Blackmore,  his  portrait,  his 
works,  and  his  correspondence;  These  will  be  found 
well  worth  perusal.-  Mr;  W.  Clark  Russell  is 
then  dealt  with;  EUhu  Burritt  and  Edward 
Oapern,  with  the  mention  of  whose  name  ends 
Chapter  V.-  and  "  The  Sixties.'.i 

With  Chapter  VI;  "  The  Seventies ':  begin,  and 
here  I  find,  to  my  dismay,  that  I  must  hurry  on,  or 
my  space  will  be  exhausted;  More's  the  pity, 
because  much,  very  much,  interesting  matter  is 
dealt  with  from  here  to  the  end  of  the  book; 
Such  names  as  Bishop  E.  H.  Bickersteth  and 
William  Black  begin  this  chapter;  How  shall  I 
do  justice  to  the  author  of  f  Yesterday,  To-day, 
and  Forever,''  "  Bickersteth's  Hymns,'2  and  other 
works,  and  to  Wilham  Black,  whose    Daughter  of 


Heth,".  "Princess  of  Thule,'-i  i' Green  Pastures  and 
Piccadilly,'.!  and  all  the  rest  of  them,  are  so  well 
and  deservedly  known;  Then  there  is  a  very 
interesting  letter,  which  begins  thus : — 

"  Dear  Mr;  Marston, — I  have  now  had  leisure 
and  quiet  to  get  peaceably  through  the  pages  of 
'Fresh  Woods  and  Pastures  New,'  and  I  cannot 
forbear  from  sending  you  a  Une  to  say  what  enjoy- 
ment it  has  been  to  me;  The  prevailing  good 
humour,  the  transparent  honesty,  the  constant 
Uterary  charm  .-  !  ;  combine  to  make  the  book 
simply  delightful.'' 

The  letter,  of  which  this  is  but  an  extract,  is 
signed,  "Yours  very  faithfully,  William  Black." 
He  wrote  equally  handsomely  of "  Frank's  Ranche,'' 
two  of  "  The  Amateur  Angler's," or,  in  plain  English, 
Mr.  Edward  Marston's,  works. 

In  their  order  follow  the  names  of  Lieut.-Gen. 
Sir  Wm;  F;  Butler,  CoL  Fred  Burnaby,  whose 
"  Ride  to  Khiva '-  and  whose  noble  death  at  Abu 
Klea  are  matters  of  English  history;  General 
Valentine  Baker,  that  bom  leader  of  cavalry.  Sir 
William  Howard  Russell,  and  Henry  Morley,  with 
whose  name  Chapter  VI.  terminates.  Several  of 
these  are  embellished  with  their  portraits. 

Chapter  VIL  opens  with  a  notice  and  the  portrait 
of  Jules  Vemes,  a  most  interesting  personaUty,  to 
which  Mr.  Marston  does  ample  justice;  I  dare  only 
touch  upon  James  Hain  Friswell,  Dr.  Schwein- 
furth,  and  Mens.  Rcn^  Fouret.  I  am,  however, 
brought  up  standing  by  the  mention  of  Charles 
Edward  Mudic,  the  founder  of  the  colossal  library 
bearing  his  name,  with  a  very  excellent  portrait, 
and  who  does  not  long  to  read  this  part  of  the  book  ? 
But  I  must  mention  no  more  names  in  Chapter  VII. 

Cliapter  VIII.,  however,  is  full  of  the  very  deepest 
interest,  for  it  deals  with  Sir  Henry  M.  Stanley, 
G.C.B.,  D.C.L.,  LL.D.,  the  close  friend  of  the  author 
and  liis  family.  How  it  came  about  that  the  firm 
of  Sampson  Low,  Jilarston  &  Co.  published  Stanley's 
works,  and  their  success,  is  told  by  Mr.  Marston 
in  his  own  inimitable  way.  Stanley's  portrait  is 
issued  as  the  frontispiece  of  the  book  itself. 
Chapter  IX.  is  wholly  taken  up  with  Stanley; 

When  we  begin  Chapter  X.  we  are  at  once  into 
"The  Eighties. 'i  Ah,  me!  Such  a  list  I  am  now 
compelled  to  slur  over.  The  world-famed  Captain 
A;  T.  Mahan,  Mr.  G.  H.  Henty,  Joseph  Hatton, 
Sir  Morell  Mackenzie,  and  that  very  fine  novelist 
Thomas  Hardy.  Mr.  E.  Marston  himself  has,  as 
"  The  Amateur  Angler,'!  appropriated  a  few  pages 
at  the  close  of  the  chapter,  of  much  interest  to  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette ;  as  it  was  in  1884 
that  he  wrote  how  he  spent  his  three  weeks'  holiday 
in  Dove  Dale,  and  a  very  deUghtful  little  book  is 
"  The  Amateur  Angler's  Days  in  Dove  Dale."- 

The  portrait  of  himself  (herein  inserted)  is  quite 
excellent.  In  the  year  1885  he  visited  the 
Rockies,  and  he  afterwards  wrote  his  charming 
little  book  "Frank's  Ranche,"  which  has  been  so 
well  received  that  it  needs  no  notice  of  mine, 
though  I  advise  everyone  to  possess  it,  as  I  do.: 
With  Chapter  XL  we  are  in  "The  Nineties,'-  and" 
are  introduced  to  such  great  men  as  J.  A.  Froude, 
also  our  famous  Scotsman  Thomas  Carlyle,  one  of 
the  greatest  and  best  abused  of  men  and  of 
authors;  who  has  won  imperishable  fame  "for  a' 
that,"-  Sir  W.  Clowes  and  James  Russell  Lowell,  to 
whom  Mr.  Marston  paid  a  memorable  visit  in  1891, 
during  his  second  visit  to  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Chapter  XII.  deals  with  matters  which  I  have 
no  time  now  even  to  dip  into,  save  one,  "  The  Passing 
of  the  Queen,"-  and  this  he  deals  with  pathetically 
and  yet  quaintly,  as  he  describes  how  he  sat  at 
home  (wise  old  man)  whilst  his  servants  went  to 
see  the  funeral  procession,  and  what  they  said  on 
their  return. 

At  pages  319  to  321  the  venerable  author  ha» 
written  "A  Last  Word.'-'  It  has  touched  me  not 
a  little  that  he  has  broken  through  his  rigid  reserve, 
and  has  considered  it  his  duty  to  make  an  allusion 
to  matters  which  are  infinitely  sacred.  Nothing  ho 
has  penned  has  ever  touched  me  so  deeply  as  these 
lines  in  their  simplicity  and  obvious  earnestness. 
There  is  dignity  also  as  well  as  beauty  in  hia 
closing  lines ;  which  seem  to  me  to  be  the  very 
embodiment  of  Shakespeare's  pathetic  and  signi- 
ficant words,  "  The  setting  sun  and  music  at  the 
close.'i  But,  I  cannot  allow  my  notice  to  end- 
sadly;  since  I  believe  that  Mr.  Edward  Marston 
has  within  him  still  all  the  elements  of  perennial 
youth;  So,  while  I  mention  "After  Work"  as  hia 
latest  work,  nothing  shall  make  me  believe  or  write 
that  it  is  his  lasti  E;  M;  Todj 
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THE    PAST    SEASON   IN  THE 
NOETH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Is  another  week  (Oct.-  31)  the  angling  season 
north  of  the  Border  will  be  nearly  over.  True,  the 
Tweed  and  some  Solway  streams  remain  open  for  a 
few  weeks  longer,  but  the  season  closes  on  Oct.  31 
on  the  great  bulk  of  Scotch  waters — some  eighty 
odd  streams  of  the  hundred  or  so  reckoned  as 
carrying  a  head  of  salmon.-  Some  dozen  early 
Highland  rivers,  including  the  Tay  and  Spey,  have 
already  closed  down  for  salmon,  while  the  brown 
trout  season,  for  the  second  time  since  the  Act 
passed,  closed  for  the  whole  of  Sxiotland  on  Oct.  14, 
but  the  sea-trout,  including  the  finnock  or  whithng, 
conie  under  the  salmon  laws,  and  close  down  in 
their  respective  districts  when  salmon  angling 
ceases. 

So  far  as  the  salmon  angler  is  concerned,  the 
season  all  through  has  been  a  very  poor  one,  and 
especially  the  summer  and  autumn  fishing.  The 
spring  yielded  some  fair  bags,  and  sport  was  fairly 
good  for  about  two  months  after  the  opening,  after 
which  it  was  a  dead  failure.  The  rivers  began  to 
dry  tip  from  the  middle  of  April,  and  on  till  the 
moment  of  writing  there  have  hardly  been  two  days 
on  end  of  really  good  average  angling  conditions. 

The  Tay  and  Spey  closed  down  just  when  sport 
was  beginning  to  get  rife.  On  the  Dee,  however 
favourable  the  few  closing  days  may  be  that  yet 
remain,  the  season  has  been  the  worst  experienced 
in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  fisherman.  On  Oct.  15 
the  dead  low  level  water  mark  was  reached  at 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  where,  cut  in  the  solid  rock, 
the  records  of  the  past  sixty  years  are  carefully 
chiselled  out,  so  that  judging  by  the  Dee  near 
Balmoral  the  rivers  in  the  North  have  not  been  so 
low  for  the  past  sixty  years  as  they  were  on  the 
closing  days  of  the  Tay  and  Spey.  and  that  at  a 
season  when  they  are  often  teeming  from  bank  to 
bank,  and  more  often  unfishable  from  too  much 
water  than  too  Uttle;  The  eternal  fitness  of  things 
does  not  apply  in  the  angling  world.  It  is  the  eternal 
unfitness  or  uncertainty  that  prevails,  and  makes 
calculations  and  forecasts  worse  than  useless.  On 
the  Don  the  state  of  matters  has  been  simply 
disgusting.  There  certainly  may  hav^e  been  more, 
but  for  some  three  weeks  on  end  only  one  really 
fresh  fish  was  got  on  the  lower  reaches  at  Grand- 
holm  and  Woodside — a  beauty  of  18lb.  by  Captain 
H.  Farquhar  Spottiswood,  of  Balgownie  House,  where 
thirty  in  a  day  would  not  be  a  great  thing  at  times 
to  the  various  rods  on  the  water.  This  shows  the 
poverty  of  the  season  here,  and  other  streanis  have 
not  fared  a  bit  better,  but  a  great  deal  worse.  On 
the  Deveron  a  few  fish  have  been  got,  but  nowhere 
has  there  been  a  ten  per  cent,  average. 

The  other  streams  are  not  in  it,  and  few  if  any 
salmon  have  been  able  to  get  into  the  North  or 
South  Esks,  the  Ythan,  the  Ugie,  the  Findhorn; 
and  such  like,  and  all  on  account  of  the  want  of 
water.  Fish  have  been  on  the  coast  in  shoals  for 
weeks  back.  The  tidals  have  been  crowded  with 
them,  and  at  every  rise  in  the  rivers  they  have 
crowded  forward,  and  made  frantic  efforts  to  get 
inland,  but  the  expectant  flood  again  failed,  and 
once  more  drought  reigned  supreme.  On  the 
Lower  Don  a  very  serious  outbreak  of  saprolegnia 
feraz  has  been  raging  all  the  autumn  through. 
Great  numbers  of  fish  are  literally  blind  or  other- 
wise disfigured  with  fungus,  and  in  spite  of  all  the 
efforts  of  the  inspector  and  a  large  staff  of  men 
to  weed  them  out,  the  pest  seems  to  be  on  the 
increase  instead  of  otherwise. 

The  trout  season  was  little  better  than  the 
salmon  season — almost  the  worst  known  in  the 
experience  of  the  oldest.  There  were  not  half  a 
dozen  good  fly  days  in  the  whole  season  from 
beginning  to  end,  but  to  the  clear-water  wormer  it 
was  a  beau-ideal  of  a  season,  and  he  did  make 
jolly  good  baskets  up-stream  fishings  This  sport  is 
steadily  on  the  increase,  and  in  July  and  August, 
when  the  fly  is  off  the  water  and  the  fish  are  off 
the  fly,  there  is  nothing  like  it.  The  annual  close 
I  time  for  fario  is  having  already  a  good  effect. 
I  There  are  larger  fish  and  more  of  them,  and  as 
time  goes  on  this  will  be  more  and  more  the  case, 
fspecially  in  those  districts  which  were  overfished 
n  summer,  and  harried  to  death  during  the  winter 
And  springj  One  thing  is  certain,  that  a  good  stock 
pf  brood  fish  are  now  taking  to  the  redds  and  side 
itreams  for  hatching  operations.  Gj  M. 
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THE  DORSBAGH. 


Away  from  the  beaten  track,  unknown  to  tourists, 
is  the  village  of  Katzenelnbogen,  on  the  breezy 
highlands  of  Nassau,  some  1200ft.  above  sea-level. 
A  village  with  an  old  feudal  castle  towering  over  its 
main  street,  several  inns  and  shops,  a  brewery,  and 
a  railway  station,  and  through  its  midst  runs  the 
little  River  Dorsbach,  full  of  trout.  You  can  reach 
Katzenelnbogen  easily  enough,  either  by  rail  direct 
from  Niederlahnstein,  or  from  Wiesbaden  vid  the 
Limburg  railway,  and  thence  by  the  Httle  narrow 
gauge  railway  which  runs  between  Zollhaus  and 
Niederlahnstein ;  or  you  can  go  through  Ems  to 
Laurenburg  Station,  and  drive  eight  miles  through 
fine  scenery  to  the  village  itself.  At  Bremser's  Hotel 
you  will  be  very  comfortable,  for  it  is  a  rendezvous 
of  German  sportsmen,  roedeer  hunters,  anglers,  and 
hare  and  partridge  shooters.  Herr  Bremser,  the 
jovial  host,  has,  in  addition  to  his  hotel,  a  brewery  of 
lager  beer,  which  is  well  known  round  that  part  of 
Nassau.  His  beer  is  excellent,  and  so  is  his  cuisine, 
and  for  4s.  per  diem  you  can  have  board  and 
lodging,  both  extremely  well  done.  He  owns  most 
of  the  shooting  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  you  can 
vary  your  sport  by  a  bit  of  roedeer  or  hare  and 
partridge  shooting,  should  you  require  a  change  from 
fishing.  He  has  about  half  a  mile  of  fishing  just  by 
the  village,  but  the  majority  of  the  fishing  belongs 
to  the  head  forester  (Oberforster)  below  the  village 
for  several  miles,  and  above,  also  for  several  miles,  to 
the  Count  Von  Zech.  Herr  Bremser  can  obtain  leave 
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for  his  guests  for  either  of  these  fisheries,  but  you 
must  remember  that  you  will  be  required  to  give  up 
your  fish  on  your  return.  This  is  the  custom  all 
over  Germany.  Trout  are  a  valuable  commodity, 
as  being  so  far  from  the  sea  Central  Germany  depends 
largely  on  fresh-water  fish,  the  trout  and  salmon 
standing,  of  course,  Jiighest ;  the  market  value  of 
trout  is  often  2s.  6d.  a  pound.  German  rivers 
mostly  belong  to  Government,  and  every  seven  years 
are  let  by  auction,  one  of  the  conditions  being  that 
they  are  restocked  every  year,  the  Oberforster  seeing 
that  this  is  done.  At  Katzenelnbogen  the  Ober- 
forster has  taken  the  lower  part  of  the  river  himself, 
having  bid  the  highest  for  it.  The  same  system 
applies  also  to  the  deer  forests  and  shooting  of  all 
kinds,  the  money  obtained  going  to  tho  local 
government.  So  that  an  owner  reckons  to  pay  his 
hire  by  tho  figh  taken  ;  hence  tho  reason  one  has  to 
give  up  tho  fish  to  the  proprietor.  And,  of  course, 
tho  owner  keeps  a  sharp  look-out  for  poachers,  in 
which  he  is  helped  by  the  gent  d'arme,  or  country  police- 
nian,  who,  however,  is  generally  a  respected,  retired 
soldier,  and  ranks  higher  than  the  town  pohceman. 
A  small  licence  (fortnightly)  is  also  required  for  each 
angler.  And  sometimes  the  number  of  anglers  is 
limited.  This  is  arranged  by  the  Oberforster  ac- 
cording to  the  quantity  of  trout  in  the  river,  to 
prevent  their  decimation.  Ho  is  assisted  in  his 
duties  by  the  under  foresters,  men  of  humbler  rank, 
for  tho  Oberforster  is,  by  class,  a  gentleman,  often  a 
retired   ofiBcer.    Above   the   village,   on  Count 


Von  Zech's  water,  the  river  is  narrow,  and  not  well 
suited  for  the  fly,  and  this  applies  to  some  extent 
to  the  water  below  the  village,  which  is  sluggish 
for  a  little  way  down,  but  Stewart  worm  tackle 
is  very  effective,  and  you  can,  of  course,  dap  your  fly 
with  more  or  less  success  But  after  about  a  mile 
below  Katzenehibogen  the  water  becomes  swifter, 
and  lower  down  in  tho  romantic  valley  of  the 
Jammerthal  (or  the  Valley  of  Wailings),  so  called 
from  the  echoes  which  ring  from  cliff  to  cliff,  it  is 
in  first-rate  fly-fishing  order.  Here  the  cUffs  run 
sheer  down  to  the  water's  edge,  and  the  river  runs 
swiftly  through  a  narrow  ravine,  a  weird  and  deso- 
late spot  with  now  and  again  a  deserted  mill  to  make 
it  more  desolate.  But  at  this  part  I  have  frequently 
had  in  a  couple  of  hours  ten  or  twelve  brace  of  good- 
conditioned  trout,  averaging  three  or  four  to  the 
pound.  This  Vale  of  Wailings  is  a  favourite  haunt 
of  pedestrian  visitors,  though,  as  their  path  hes 
half-way  up  the  cliff,  they  do  not  disturb  either  you 
or  the  trout.  And  here  the  trout  seem  always  to 
feed  well  even  in  impossible  August.  Probably  in 
May  or  June  one  could  account  for  thirty  or  forty 
brace  in  the  day,  and  many  of  them  would  be  fib.  or 
lib.  The  usual  standard  flies  tied  on  ten  or  eleven 
hooks  are  good  enough.  Personally,  I  had  a  weak- 
ness for  a  pattern  of  my  own,  a  sort  of  hackled 
Governor,  with  rather  more  yellow  floss  than  in  the 
orthodox  Governor,  and  this  I  varied  by  ribbing 
the  floss  with  black  silk  to  imitate  a  wasp,  and  later 
in  the  day  the  same  fly  but  with  a  white  wing. 
Coachman  fashion.  It  may  be  a  fad  of  mine,  but  I 
swear  by  these  patterns  for  Germany,  or  at  any  rate 
Nassau,  late  in  the  year.  Above  the  Jammerthal 
the  trout  are  not  so  numerous  as  you  approach 
Katzenelnbogen,  but  they  are  big  ones ;  and  you 
constantly  take  pounders  and  |-pounders.  The  river 
here  is  in  fairly  stiU  pools  connected  by  Httle  runs 
through  rushes,  and  in  these  spots  the  old  cannibals 
lie  on  the  look-out  for  what  comes  drifting  through 
the  rushes.  Here  also  is  an  old  mill  leet,  very 
narrow,  but  the  home  of  several  Methuselahs  of 
the  Salmo  fario  tribe.  I  had  myself  in  this  part  of 
the  river  (about  half  a  mile  below  Katzenelnbogen) 
on  one  day  one  of  21b.,  one  of  IJlb.,  and  one  of  lib. 
The  River  Dorsbach  can  be  approached  at  several 
points,  if  you  are  not  walking  it  right  up  or  down, 
by  a  good  road  for  a  bicycle  or  carriage,  stopping  at 
one  or  other  of  several  villages  which  are  never  more 
than  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  the  river. 
There  is  also  an  excellent  brook,  the  Rupperthalbach, 
which  runs  into  the  River  Lahn  (on  which  is  Ems, 
but  is  too  broad  for  any  but  coarse  fishing).  This  is 
also  within  easy  distance  by  bicycle  or  carriage.  In 
this  one  day  I  had  thirty-nine  trout  weighing  101b., 
with  a  worm  however,  and  one  or  two  other  good 
takes,  not  bad  for  the  month  of  August.  Anyone 
wishing  to  visit  Katzenelnbogen  should  WTite  to 
Hotel  Bremser,  Katzenelnbogen,  Nassau,  and  ask 
his  terms,  quoting  this  article  if  he  likes,  and  say  he 
desires  to  fish  if  he  comes.  The  Count  Von  Zech 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  mine,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
ho  would  give  permission,  and  Herr  Bremser  could 
no  doubt  obtain  leave  from  the  Oberforster  for  his 
part  of  the  Dorsbach,  as  he  did  for  myself.  I  forgot 
to  add  that  there  are  also  good-sized  chub  in  the 
river  which  take  the  same  flies,  2-pounders  being  not 
uncommon.  I  have  not  entered  into  the  how  and 
the  why  and  the  wherefore  of  my  fishing,  or  given  a 
long  description  of  how  I  landed  some  particular 
l^lb.  fish  (and  I  had  several  that  size),  for  to  me 
there  is  a  good  deal  too  much  written  about  indi- 
vidual fights  with  fish.  I  have  simply  tried  to 
describe  two  more  or  less  unknown  rivers  in  such  a 
way  that  those  who  feel  inclined  will  know  where 
they  are  going,  and  how  and  where  to  fish  should 
they  like  a  pleasant  angling  holiday  to  the  cool  and 
breezy  highlands  of  Nassau. 

R.  Warren  Vernon. 


St;  Lottis  Exhibition  Awards. — The  purchasers 
of  high-class  candles,  night-lights,  toilet  soaps,  and 
glycerine  will  be  interested  in  noting  that  Price's 
Patent  Candle  Co.,  Ltd.;  has  been  awarded  a  Grand 
Prize  at  Stj  Louis  for  its  exhibit  of  these  goods; 
This  company,  which  is  without  doubt  the  largest 
candle-making  concern  in  the  world,  has  now 
received  eighty  awards  at  leading  exhibitions,  and 
enjoys  the  unique  position  of  having  within  the 
last  fifteen  years  obtained  six  highest  awards  at 
international  exhibitions  in  the  leading  candle- 
making  countries  in  the  worldi 
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WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  GRAYLING. 

By  '-'Halcyon." 


{Continued  from  page  278.) 

It  is  quite  possible  that  in  the  course  of  time  the 
grayling  will  work  down  the  whole  length  of  the 
Eden,  but  at  present  the  two  places  mentioned  in 
my  last  article  may  be  considered  the  best ;  true,  I 
have  heard  of  them  being  caught  at  Lazonby,  but 
have  not  had  confirmatory  evidence.  Harking 
back  to  Yorkshire,  we  will  commence  with  the 
Yore,  which  is  one  of  the  best  grayling  streams  in 
the  county.  This  river  rises  on  the  south  side  of 
Shunner  Fell,  in  the  wild  mountainous  district  that 
divides  the  counties  of  York  and  Westmoreland. 
The  upper  portion,  until  the  junction  of  the  Cotter, 
contains  only  trout,  but  from  that  point  downwards 
grayling  may  also  be  met  with.  Hawes  is  the  first 
angling  station  on  the  Yore  worthy  of  any  note, 
and  when  I  paid  my  first  visit  to  the  little  market 
town  in  1878  the  railway  line  only  extended  to 
j^skrigg.  some  five  miles  lower  down  the  valley,  the 
remainder  of  the  journey  being  accomplished  by 
conveyance.  The  Yore  here  is  not  a  very  broad 
river,  and  alternates  in  deep  pools  and  streams, 
perfectly  adapted  both  for  trout  and  grayling,  and 
a  great  feature  of  this  portion  of  the  Yore  is  that 
these  are  the  only  fish  that  it  contains,  if  we  except 
crayfish,  which  exist  in  considerable  numbers ; 
there  are  even  no  salmon  smolts,  as  salmon  cannot 
ascend  higher  than  Aysgarth,  of  which  more  anon. 
Anyone,  therefore,  who  does  not  wish  to  wade  can 
fish  nearly  the  whole  length  from  Hawes  down  to 
Bainbridge  (four  miles)  from  the  banks,  which, 
unlike  the  greater  portion  of  the  Yore,  are  singularly 
free  from  trees  or  bushes  ;  in  some  places,  however, 
the  fish  can  be  better  approached  by  wading.  The 
water  is  under  the  control  of  the  Hawes  Angling 
Club,  whose  watcher,  James  Blades,  better  known 
locally  as  "  Sproates,"-  is  a  most  reliable  guide  to 
the  district,  and  an  excellent  all-round  angler. 
Day  tickets  are  issued  at  2s.  each,  or  on  reduced 
terms  for  a  week.  The  Yore  from  the  source  down 
to  Hawes  is  fed  by  many  tributary  streams,  the 
most  important  of  which  are  the  Cotter,  Widdale 
Beck,  Hardraw  Beck,  and  Gayle  Beck ;  those  two 
picturesque  waterfalls  Cotter  Force  and  Hardraw 
Scaur  are  well  worth  a  visit  These  becks,  of 
course,  afford  splendid  spawning  grounds  for  the 
trout,  and  therefore  artificial  rearing  is  hardly 
necessary,  although  the  club  turn  in  a  goodly 
number  of  yearling  trout. 

The  length  of  the  Hawes  Angling  Club  terminates 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Bain,  a  small  stream  running 
from  Lake  Semer water  into  the  Yore  just  below 
the  pretty  Uttle  village  of  Bainbridge.  The  chief 
inn  at  Hawes  is  the  White  Hart,  and  the  Rose  and 
Crown  I  can  thoroughly  recommend,  the  landlord, 
Mr.  Trotter,  being  most  obliging.  Accommodation 
may  also  be  had  at  the  King's  Arms  at  Askrigg. 

The  mouth  of  the  Bain  forms  the  line  of  demar- 
cation between  the  Hawes  A.C.  and  the  Askrigg 
A.C.,  which  extends,  with  certain  breaks,  almost 
down  to  Aysgarth  ;  as  on  the  Hawes  length,  there 
are  only  trout  and  grayling,  and  wading  is  not 
allowed  ;  day  tickets  are  issued  at  2s.  6d.  each. 
And  now  we  come  to  what  may  be  styled  the 
Mecca  of  Wensleydale,  Aysgarth,  noted  for  its 
magnificent  waterfalls,  or  forces  as  they  are  locally 
termedi  This  also  was  a  favourite  spot  of 
Turner's,  and  little  wonder.  To  stand  on  Aysgarth 
bridge  and  gaze  upstream  on  the  upper  falls, 
environed  by  limestone  crags  and  hanging  foliage, 
is  a  sight  to  be  remembered.  There  are  three  falls ; 
the  upper,  alluded  to  above,  the  middle,  and  the 
lower  falls — these  form  natural  barriers  to  the  salmon 
which  cannot  ascend  higher.  The  Palmer  Flatts 
Hotel,  at  Aysgarth.  is  a  modern  inn  with  every 
convenience,  and  will  be  found  the  most  comfort- 
able abiding  place  in  the  district.  Our  next 
halting  place  is  Redmire,  where  comfortable 
quarters  may  be  found  at  the  King's  Arms.  Mrs. 
Rider,  the  hostess,  can  obtain  permission  from  Lord 
Bolton's  agent  for  a  few  days'  fishing  from  Redmire 
Force  down  to  Batt  Island,  a  very  nice  length. 
Also  by  paying  2s.  6d.  per  day  the  wandering 
angler  may  fish  Sir  Wm.  Chaytor's  water,  com- 
mencing at  Redmire  Force,  and  extending  upwards 
to  Aysgarth  Lower  Force.  The  fish  in  this  district 
run  a  better  size  than  higher  up  the  valley ;  but 
here  may  be  found  salmon  smolts,  likewise  chub 
and  dace,  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  are  no  jtike. 
There  are,  however,  abundance  of  silver  eels 
which  aro  most  excellent  eating. 


After  leaving  Batt  Island  the  angler  passes 
through  one  of  the  most  beautiful  reaches  of  the 
Yore — namely.  West  Wood — and  crossing  the  park 
of  Bolton  Hall,  which  unfortunately  was  recently 
destroyed  by  fire,  he  comes  to  the  model  village  of 
Wensley.  The  water  through  West  Wood  down  to 
Wensley  Bridge  is  strictly  preserved  by  Lord 
Bolton  for  the  use  of  his  personal  friends ;  but  I 
shall  not  easily  forget  two  most  enjoyable  days 
that  I  and  "  Redspinner ''  once  spent  upon  it.  His 
lordship  kindly  grants  a  day's  fishing  sometimes 
below  Wensley  Bridge  down  to  the  Castle  Bridge 
at  Middleham,  and  a  very  nice  piece  of  water  it  is, 
but  here  Esox  lucius  appears  on  the  scene,  and  fish  up 
to  101b.  and  141b.  are  at  times  taken.  Ulshaw  Bridge 
comes  next  just  above  the  junction  of  the  im- 
portant tributary  the  Cover,  a  beautiful  little 
stream  running  through  the  thickly-wooded  Cover- 
dale,  past  the  ruins  of  Coverham  Abbey.  It  is 
well  stocked  with  trout  and  grayling,  a  short  length 
being  available  to  anglers  staying  at  the  Cover 
Bridge  Inn  on  the  banks  of  the  stream.  The 
landlord,  Mr.  Towler,  can  also  obtain  leave  for  a 
nice  length  of  the  Yore  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river.  The  left  bank  is  preserved  by  Mr.  Scrope, 
of  Danby  Hall.  There  are  some  beautiful  grayling 
streams  below  Ivilgrim  Bridge  down  to  Masham, 
but  that  portion  of  the  Yore  is  strictly  preserved 
by  the  different  landowners.  By  staying  at 
the  King's  Head,  at  Masham,  one  or  two  day 
tickets  are  granted  on  a  part  of  Lord  JIasham's 
water,  but  due  notice  must  be  given  beforehand  as 
the  number  is  limited.  The  Aldborough  Hall  water 
is  preserved  down  to  Black  Robin,  the  top 
Umit  of  that  splendid  amphitheatre  of  woods 
known  as  HackfalL  This  portion  of  the  Yore  is 
the  property  of  the  Marquis  of  Ripon,  who  places 
it  under  the  control  of  the  Tanfield  Angling  Club, 
which  has  an  uninterrupted  stretch  of  seven  miles 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  and  three  and  a  half 
miles  on  the  right.  The  river  here  abounds  with 
trout  and  grayling,  the  club  turning  in  about  5000 
yearling  trout  annually  from  their  own  hatchery.- 
No  day  tickets  are  issued  by  the  club,  which 
consists  of  thirty  members  only. 

From  the  end  of  the  Tanfield  Club  water  Sir 
Reginald  Graham  preserves  the  river  to  within 
about  a  mile  of  Ripon,  where  the  Ripon  Angling 
Club  take  up  the  reins,  and  their  jurisdiction  extends 
for  about  four  miles  down  to  He  wick  Bridge.  They 
issue  day  tickets  at  2s.  6d.  each,  and  there  are  plenty 
of  grayling,  averaging  about  three  to  the  pound, 
with  a  few  larger  fish  occasionally.  Tickets  may 
be  obtained  at  the  Station  Hotel,  close  to  the  bridge 
at  Ripon.  The  city  itself  is  about  a  mile  distant, 
but  omnibuses  meet  each  train,  and  there  are  plenty 
of  good  inns,  the  best  being  the  Studley  Royal, 
the  Crown,  and  the  Unicorn. 

Below  Hewick  Bridge  the  water  is  preserved  by 
Mr.  Vyner,  of  Newby  Hall,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  short  length  at  Boroughbridge,  a  little  lower 
down  stream,  the  grayling  fishing  on  the  Yore  may 
be  said  here  to  end. 

Next  to  the  Yore  the  Wharfe  takes  precedence  as 
a  grayling  river,  especially  on  its  upper  reaches. 
Above  the  Falls  at  Kilnsey  the  water  abounds  in 
trout,  and  is  preserved  by  the  Kihisey  Angling 
Club,  but  grayling  do  not  exist.  They  put  in  an 
appearance,  however,  below  that  point,  and  are 
both  numerous  and  of  good  size.  The  first  length 
available  to  the  stranger  is  that  preserved  by  the 
Grassington  Angling  Club,  which  contains  some 
very  good  grayling.  I  have  seen  fish  taken  up  to 
21b.,  and  pounders  are  by  no  means  uncommon. 
In  fact,  throughout,  the  grayling  of  the  Wharfe  run 
far  larger  than  those  of  the  Yore,  although  the 
character  of  the  two  rivers  is  almost  identical. 

Mr.  Harker  is  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  club,  and 
issues  day  tickets  at  5s.  The  price  used  to  be 
2s.  6d.,  but  since  the  railway  has  been  extended  to 
Grassington  from  Skipton  anglers  have  multiplied 
on  that  length,  and  therefore  an  alteration  had  to 
be  made  in  the  charge. 

From  Linton  Stepping  Stones  down  to  Barden 
Bridge,  a  distance  of  some  seven  miles,  the  Wharfe 
is  preserved  by  the  Appletreewick,  Barden,  and 
Burnsall  Angling  Club.  I  was  a  member  of  this 
club  for  some  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  made  some 
record  baskets  of  grayling  on  its  waters  during  the 
winter  months.-  Looking  through  the  pages  of  my 
angling  diary  I  select  the  two  following  extracts: — 
"Nov.  27,  1889. — I  walked  to  Appletreewick  from 
Bolton  Abbey  Station  (six  miles)  on  the  previous 
evening.  Weather  very  cold,  with  a  sprinkling  of 
snow.    I  Btarted  fishing  at  10  a.m.  at  Mill  Island, 


finishing  at  Barden  Bridge  at  4  p.mj  I  fished  the 
whole  day  with  the  cockspur  worm  on  the  finest 
drawn  gut,  killing  forty- four  grayling,  which 
weighed  28ilb.". 

Curiously  enough  the  other  occasion  was  also 
Nov.  27  in  the  year  1891,  exactly  three  weeks  after 
I  made  my  record  catch  on  the  Hampshire  Test  of 
twelve  grayling,  weighing  221b.  loz.,  and  landed 
the  grayling  of  my  lifetime,  31b.  9oz.  The  extract 
reads  as  follows: — "Nov.  27,  1891. — I  went  over 
to  Appletreewick  on  the  previous  evening.  The 
day  was  a  most  lovely  one,  bright  and  clear,  but 
freezing  hard.  The  fish  did  not  do  much  until 
midday.  Until  then  I  only  had  two  fish,  but  after 
then  I  had  excellent  sport,  killing  twenty-six  more. 
The  twenty-eight  fish  weighed  23|lb."- 

Day  tickets  are  issued  during  the  trout  season 
on  this  water  at  53.  each,  fly  only,  but  I  believe 
that  a  recent  rule  has  been  made  only  permitting 
members  to  fish  worm  for  grayling  in  winter. 
(To  be  continued.) 


FISH  CULTURE. 

The  Wyresdale  Fishery  Co.,  Ltd. 
(Including  the  Cleveley,  Scorton,  and  Wyresdale 
Fisheries). 

Captain  Peter  Ormrod,  the  managing  director, 
in  sending  us  the  company's  new  prospectus,  from 
which  we  give  some  useful  information,  says  that 
the  company  has  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  Frank 
St.  Maur  Shell  as  secretary,  Mr.  Shell  has  had 
considerable  experience  in  piscicultural  matters, 
and  is  a  keen  fisherman.- 

After  a  list  of  water  plants,  which  are  sold  single 
and  by  the  dozen  or  hundred,  we  find  a  chapter 
entitled,  "Advice  on  Stocking."- 

There  are  few  fisheries  of  any  magnitude  in  the 
British  Isles,  and  of  these  the  Wyresdale  Fishery 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  largest  producers.  Since 
the  introduction  of  the  easily-reared  rainbow  trout 
there  have  been  quite  a  number  of  fisheries  started, 
and  claims  made  as  to  piscicultural  knowledge 
which  could  only  be  acquired  after  many  years  of 
patient  experience.  One  of  the  latest  catch  cries, 
'  Feed  only  with  insect  life,'  is  admirable  in  its  way, 
but  it  is  a  matter  of  common-sense  that  a  pond 
supporting  a  few  dozen  fish  in  Nature  cannot 
supply  sufficient  natural  food  to  keep  thousands 
in  a  fishery.  Artificial  food  is  essential  to  supple- 
ment the  natural  insect  life.  The  Wyresdale  Fish 
Food  supplies  a  long  felt  want. 

The  laying  down  of  ova  is  too  ambitious  a 
project  for  an  amateur,  nor  can  fry  be  recommended 
under  ordinary  circumstances.  Probably  yearlings 
are  the  best  and  cheapest  to  start  with,  except 
where  immediate  fishing  is  required,  as  they  adapt 
themselves  very  readily  to  their  surroundings. 

"  Two-year-olds  are  undoubtedly  the  best  age 
for  stocking  purposes,  and  when  the  reader  learns 
that  the  whole  of  the  River  Wyre  runs  through 
the  great  ponds  at  Cleveley,  giving  a  tremendous 
volume  of  water,  it  will  naturally  be  inferred  that 
the  two-year- olds  reared  in  these  ponds  are  far 
above  the  average  as  regards  size  and  strength. 

"Customers  would  do  well  to  remember  that 
orders  are  delivered  in  rotation,  and  that  much 
inconvenience  is  caused  when  the  date  of  deUvery 
is  changed  at  the  last  minute.  The  fish  have  to  be 
netted  from  the  pond,  counted  by  hand,  and 
placed  in  the  starving  boxes  so  that  they  may  be 
hardened  for  travelling.  Then  the  railway  route 
has  to  be  looked  up,  the  station-masters  advised  of 
their  arrival,  advice  notes  with  explanations  (giving 
weight  and  number  of  carriers)  despatched,  etc. 
All  this  is  nullified  when  orders  are  altered,  and  the 
fish  have  to  be  returned  to  the  ponds,  and  the  whole 
process  repeated.  The  Wyresdale  Fishery  is  lit  with 
the  electric  light,  so  that  the  fish  can  be  prepared 
before  sunrise  if  necessary  for  despatch  by  the  first 
train.  This  results  in  the  fish  arriving  at  their 
destination  by  daylight,  so  that  the  consignee  can 
see  and  handle  the  fish  for  himself. 

"Brown  Trout. 

"  There  is  a  steadily  increasing  demand  for  brown 
trout.  The  demand  for  '  English  trout  for  English 
waters'  is  a  very  natural  one,  and  the  largely 
increased  sales  of  brown  trout  at  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery  last  year  prove  that  the  rainbow  trout  is 
not  to  enjoy  unchallenged  favour  in  the  future.  As 
the  rainbow  trout  can  be  the  more  easily  produced 
the  smaller  and  less  influential  hatcheries  will  doubt- 
less continue  to  boom  it,  conscious  as  they  are  of 
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their  inability  ta  rear  the  brown  trout,  but  they 
cannot  stay  the  demand  for  the  brown  trout,  which 
is  once  more  taking  its  old  position  as  the  most 
sporting  reliable  fish  for  stocking  purposes,' 
"Rainbow  Trout. 
•It was  owing  to  theWyresdale  Fishery  that  the 
Salmo  irideus  (rainbow  trout)  was  first  largely 
introduced  into  this  country,  and  the  prophecy  of 
Mr.  Peter  Ormrod,  in  an  article  published  in  a 
former  catalogue  of  this  fishery,  that  a  visit  to  the 
fishery  would  convert  the  most  sceptical  to  the 
cause  of  Salmo  irideus,  has  been  amply  fulfilled  by 
the  popularity  it  has  since  obtained.  There  have 
been  failures— rank  failures — with  this  variety,  but 
its  admirable  suitability  for  stocking  certain  waters 
remains  unchallenged.  When  the  controversy  as 
to  the  respective  merits  of  the  rainbow  and  brown 
trout  raged  so  fiercely  a  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Marston, 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  was  one  of  the  few 
who  boldly  spoke  out  against  the  adoption  of  the 
rainbow  for  any  and  every  kind  of  water,  and  his 
warning  has  been  amply  justified  by  results.  This 
is  partly  due  to  the  purchase  of  ova  from  immature 
fish,  and  also  in  a  large  measure  to  the  way  in 
which  the  rainbow  trout  has  been  pushed  on 
customers  by  certain  fisheries  for  any  and  every 
stream  or  sheet  of  water.  Some  fisheries  can  only 
rear  rainbow  trout,  and  in  consequence  have  sung 
their  praises  in  and  out  of  season.  This  is  a  very 
short-sighted  policy,  as  customers  have  found  out 
by  bitter  experience.  Rainbow  trout,  we  repeat, 
are  not  suitable  to  all  waters.  As  the  introducers  of 
the  rainbow  trout,  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  possessing 
the  oldest  and  most  influential  clientele,  has  been 
enabled  to  make  inquiries  in  all  parts  of  the 
Kingdom  as  to  the  Salmo  irideus,  and  these  inquiries 
have  shown  that  while  the  irideus  has  answered 
well  in  reservoirs,  lakes,  mill-heads,  etc.,  especially 
when  stocking  is  carried  out  with  two-year-olds, 
the  indiscriminate  planting  of  the  fish,  often  of  an 
inferior  and  weakly  growth,  has  been  a  decided 
failure;  The  letter-book  at  the  Wyresdale  Fishery 
bears  this  out.  For  its  immunity  from  disease, 
as  a  rapid  grower,  keen  fighter,  and  excellent  table 
fish,  the  rainbow  will  hold  its  own  in  suitable  waters, 
but  intending  stockers  should  first  consult  an 
experienced  adviser  as  to  the  suitability  of  their 
waters  for  the  irideus,  and  then  obtain  the  best 
ova  from  a  reputable  fishery  if  the  results  are  to 
be  satisfactory. 

"The  Wyresdale  Fish  Food. 
"  As  the  result  of  many  experiments,  a  new  fish 
food  is  now  being  manufactured  at  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery,  and  has  proved  a  great  success,  the  results 
being  highly  gratifying  in  every  way.  For  years  a 
reUable  food  has  been  needed,  and  the  Wyresdale 
fish  food  is  the  outcome  of  long  and  patient 
inquiry.  New  plant,  costing  hundreds  of  pounds, 
has  been  laid  down,  and  the  hydraulic  press  is 
capable  of  exerting  enormous  pressure.  The  food, 
which  is  the  outcome  of  many  years'  experience, 
the  constituents  being  carefully  selected,  prepared 
and  blended,  is  produced  in  solid  cakes,  which  are 
soaked  in  water  before  using.  One  great  advantage 
is  that  it  will  keep  any  length  of  time.  Visitors  to 
the  fishery  can  see  the  plant,  and  judge  of  the  results 
for  themselves.  So  well  has  the  new  Wyresdale  fish 
food  answered  that  it  is  proposed  to  place  it  on 
the  market,  but  owing  to  the  great  demand  at  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  and  the  necessity  for  first 
buiJding  up  a  good  reserve  stock  for  ourselves,  it 
is  not  probable  that  customers'  orders  can  be  met 
before  another  season.  There  is  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  the  Wyresdale  fish  food  has  come  to 
stay,  and  it  is  certain  to  be  taken  up  by  all  modern 
fisheries  wishing  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times,'' 


SEA  FISHING  AT  WEYMOUTH. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  1  we  gave  the 
results  of  a  competition  among  members  of  the 
Weymouth  Angling  Association  sent  to  us  by  Mr. 
C.  J.  Russell,  the  hon,  sec.  With  it  Mr.  Russell 
sent  us  this  note: — 

"Weymouth,  Sept.  21; 
"Dear  Sm, — Enclosed  please  find  copy  of  our 
competition  results,  which  perhaps  you  would  bo 
kind  enough  to  insert  in  this  week's  edition  of  your 
paper.  I  have  also  enclosed  a  photo  of  the  start 
for  V)oat  competition,  and  would  like  to  know 
whether  it  is  of  any  use  for  publication.  Photo 
by  G.  Hare,  Weymouth.  Thanking  you  for  trouble 
'  j.ken  over  the  other  photos,  I  remain,  yours  truly, 
ti  C.  Russell,  Hon.  Seo.'i 


We  thanked  Mr.  Russell  and  asked  him  to  get 
the  permission  of  the  photographer,  Mr.  Haro,  to 
reproduce  his  excellent  photo,  which  ho  kindly 
gave,  and  we  inserted  it,  and  said  that  it  showed 
the  start  in  the  boat  competition,  presuming,  of 
course,  it  was  the  Weymouth  Angling  Association's 
competition,  as  anyone  would  who  read  Mr.  Russell's 
letter  sent  with  it. 

It  seems  that  the  photograph  was  really  a  view 
of  the  start  of  the  fleet  of  a  rival  society — the 
Weymouth  and  Dorset  Society — for  a  competition 
held  about  a  week  previously. 

Of  course  we  have  been  bombarded  with  letters, 
official  and  otherwise,  asking  for  explanations,  and 
the  matter  has  caused  excited  comment  in  the 
columns  of  the  local  Press;  Mr.  C.  J.  Russell  was 
therefore  asked  to  kindly  explain,  and  he  says: — 
"Weymouth,  Oct.  5. 

"Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  to  hand,  and  in  reply 
would  say  that  the  photo  taken  was  the  start  for 
boat  competition  at  Weymouth  of  the  Weymouth 
and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society.  I  did  not  convey 
the  idea  that  it  was  ours. — Yours  truly, 

"Chas.  J.  Russell,  Hon.  Sec,-2 

We  can  only  presume  that  Mr.  Russell  had 
forgotten  what  he  wrote  in  his  letter  of  Sept.  21 
when  he  sent  the  photo.  He  surely  did  not  suppose 
we  could  guess  it  was  a  picture  of  a  rival  society's 
boats  starting  for  a  competition  a  week  previous 
to  that  he  was  writing  about ! 

It  really  looks  Uke  a  case  of  trying  to  take  the 
wind  out  of  the  sails  of  the  rival  fleet.  The  best 
thing  we  can  do  is  to  give  the  little  picture  again 
with  a  correct  description  of  it.    So  here  it  is — 


which  mustered  only  three  or  four  boats;  and  was 
comparatively  a  one  man  one  prize  affair.  We  aro 
not  sorry  to  see  the  illustration,  if  it  will  do  Wey- 
mouth  the  least  good.  What  we  do  declaim  against 
is  the  harvest  of  our  hard  work  and  activity  being 
accredited  to  tho  other  association,-  who  havo 
shown  no  life  or  spirit  for  the  last  two  years  and 
compelled  the  majority  of  true  anglers  to  resolve 
themselves  into  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea 
Angling  Society;  If  any  mistake  is  claimed  we 
ask  those  concerned  to  leave  our  affairs  alone, 
when  there  will  be  no  danger  of  giving  offence. 
Surely  our  fleet,  which  had  averaged  seventeen 
crews  in  each  competition,  is  a  dream  of  what  the 
others  would  like — in  reality. 

"S.  H;  Wallis, 
"  Hon.  Treasurer  and  Chairman  W.  and  D.S.A.S.'i 


STATE  OF  THE  EDEN  BELOW 
CAELISLE. 

We  are  sorry  to  see  that  the  state  of  that  grand 
river  the  Eden,  below  Carlisle,  is  very  bad,  according 
to  the  following  notes  from  the  Field  of  last  week : — 

"  A  CarHsle  correspondent  sends  us  a  letter,  unfor- 
tunately too  long  for  the  space  at  our  disposal,  which 
speaks  very  seriously  of  the  present  polluted  state  of 
the  Eden  below  that  city.  Though  we  cannot  print 
his  letter,  we  are  glad  to  call  attention  to  the  matters 
of  which  he  complains.  It  seems  that  the  condition 
of  the  river  has  been  getting  worse  and  worse,  and 
that  the  sewage  and  factory  refuse  have  now  grown 
so  bad  that  the  stench  is  at  times  almost  unbearable 


The  Start  for  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society's  Competition 
ON  September  7,  when  about  Twenty  Boats  went  out. 


We  understand  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset 
Society  have  held  four  competitions  this  season, 
averaging  about  seventeen  boats  with  four  members, 
and  the  average  take  has  been  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  ton,  or  about  thirty  pounds  per  boat,  and  this  in 
three  hours'  fishing  after  reaching  the  grounds. 
Not  many  sea  fishing  places  on  our  south  coast 
can  beat  this.  The  society  has  been  formed  only 
five  months,  and  already  numbers  291  paid-up 
members. 

The  following  letter  from  the  treasurer  of  the 
Wejmiouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society  appeared 
in  the  Southern  Times  and  Dorset  County  Herald  of 
Oct.  8  :— 

"  Where  are  those  Dreamers  now  ? 

"  I  happened  by  chance  to  peep  into  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  last  week's  issue,  and  exclaimed  with 
Bret  Harte,  'Are  things  what  they  seem  or  are 
visions  about  ? '  For  there  was  a  tine  illustration 
of  tho  fishing  fleet  of  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset 
Sea  Angling  Society  which  started  from  the  pier 
head  at  3.30  on  September  7,  and  the  wording  in 
connection  with  it  read  that  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Weymouth  Angling 
Association  a  view  had  been  received  of  the  boats 
starting  in  the  competition  of  the  latter  association 
held  on  September  13,  14,  15,  and  16.  Thus  you 
will  SCO  this  photograph  of  our  society  was  taken 
a  week  previous  to  the  other  association's  event, 


while  the  consistency  of  the  water  is  such  as  to  make 
it  astonishing  that  any  migratory  fish  should  be  able 
to  run  up  at  all.  Our  correspondent  has,  he  adds, 
seen  smolts  in  May  and  June  floating  sickened  on  the 
surface  of  the  stream,  and  falling  an  easy  prey  to  the 
guUs.  He  also  says  that  salmon  disease  is  much  more 
prevalent  in  the  Eden  than  in  the  other  rivers  which 
flow  into  the  Solway,  and  suggests  that  this  may  be 
largely  due  to  the  polluted  area  through  which  the 
fish  have  to  pass.  Other  amenities  of  the  river  appear 
to  be  the  decaying  corpses  of  cats  and  dogs,  which 
naturally  add  to  the  general  effect,  and  live  swans, 
geese,  and  ducks,  which  are  accused  of  destroying 
quantities  of  spawn.  He  concludes  by  urging  the 
Eden  Conservators  to  act  in  the  matter  and  to  take 
away  this  reproach  from  one  of  the  finest  of  our 
North  Country  rivers.  Our  correspondent's  state- 
ments as  to  the  pollution  of  the  river  receive  ample 
confirmation  from  the  fact  that  at  the  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Eden  Conservancy  Board,  on  Oct.  8, 
it  was  stated  that  two  members  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion on  Sewage  Disposal  had  recently  spent  two  days 
in  inspecting  the  Eden  and  the  Solway  and  in  testing 
the  water  below  the  sewage  outfaU,  and  that  they 
were  '  amazed  '•  at  the  state  the  river  was  in,  and 
intended  to  present  a  very  strong  report  on  the 
subject.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  lead  to  some 
preventive  measures.  The  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners will  gi'catly  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  con- 
servators in  taking  action,  and  it  may  reasonably  b« 
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expected  that  the  Corporation  of  Carlisle  Mall  not  be 
unwilling  to  co-operate  in  a  work  that  cannot  but  be 
for  the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  city.  It  cannot  be  too 
often  ini5istcd  that  polluted  rivers  are  not  merely  the 
ruin  of  fisheries,  but  are  the  gravest  menace  to  public 
health,  and  a  public  body  which  does  not  do  its 
utmost  to  remove  any  such  danger  that  lies  within  its 
own  borders  incurs  a  serious  responsibility.  But  the 
visit  of  the  commissioners  will,  wo  trust,  be  a  prelude 
to  better  times  for  the  Eden.  A  great  deal  can  be 
effected,  as  Mr.  0.  E.  Fryer  recently  pointed  out, 
without  in  any  way  injuring  vested  interests  and 
causing  ill-feeling,  and  many  a  cause  of  pollution  to 
our  rivers  would  be  removed  if  the  people  responsible 
once  realised  how  easy  it  is  in  most  cases  to  take 
proper  precautions,  and  how  great  a  stake  hangs  upon 
what  is  often  no  worse  than  thoughtlessness." 


PIEE  FISHING  AT  YAEMOUTH 
AND  GOBLESTON. 

f  

'  With  the  advent  of  October  the  salt  water  angling 
season  opens  in  earnest  at  Yarmouth  and  Gorleston. 
The  first  of  the  month  is  a  red-letter  day  in  the  lives 
of  the  youngsters  of  the  bloater  town,  as  it  means 
free  access  to  the  jetty,  and  an  introduction  to  the 
fascinations  of  the  gentle  art.  They  swarm  on  the 
jetty,  to  the  annoyance  of  the  adult  anglers  and 
promenaders.  Their  tackle  is  extremely  crude, 
generally  consisting  of  odd  pieces  of  string,  of 
various  thicknesses,  knotted  together  to  form  a  line, 
a  lead  of  about  one  and  a  half  pounds  in  weight, 
and  two  or  three  hooks  of  various  sizes.  Perfect 
indifference  to  the  rightsof  other  anglers  is  a  leading 
characteristic  of  the  youths  of  Yarmouth.  If  they 
foul  your  line,  they  are  impervious  to  remarks  of  a 
strong  nature,  and  reply  to  them  in  the  saucy 
manner  common  to  the  recipients  of  a  Board  School 
education.  When  they  do  catch  a  fish,  their 
excitement  is  unbounded,  and  they  proclaim  the 
fact  in  shrill  tones,  calling  all  their  friends  and 
companions  round  to  admire  their  prowess  and  envy 
their  luck.  At  such  a  moment  the  jetty  is  no 
place  for  an  enthusiastic  angler.  Still,  one  must 
make  due  allowance  for  them,  as  every  angler  can 
recall  the  thrill  of  joy  with  which  he  announced  his 
first  capture. 

The  fish  caught  at  Yarmouth  are  mainly  whiting 
and  codhng,  varied  occasionally  by  a  few  flatfish 
or  eels.  Bass,  pollack,  and  the  gamer  fish  do  not 
frequent  the  waters  of  the  Eastern  Counties.  Whiting 
are  exceedingly  plentiful  from  October  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  following  month,  and  enormous 
quantities  must  be  landed  during  the  season. 

Britannia  Pier  is  probably  the  best  station,  but  it 
was  formerly  patronised  by  a  lot  of  old  fogies  who 
resented  the  appearance  of  a  stranger.  They  would 
leave  their  rods  in  charge  of  the  pier  attendant, 
with  instructions  to  place  them  in  position  early  the 
following  morning,  thus  securing  all  the  best  berths. 
These  selfish  creatures  would  stroll  down  about 
twelve  or  one  o'clock,  confident  of  having  a  com- 
fortable and  sheltered  position  from  which  to  fish. 
Any  stranger  venturing  too  close  to  these  gentlemen 
would  be  talked  at  if  not  to.  I  believe  the  rebuilding 
of  the  pier  has  altered  this  to  a  great  extent, 
and  some  of  the  growlers  having  joined  the  great 
majority,  I  expect  the  pier  is  now  a  pleasant  place 
to  angle  from,  which  is  more  than  it  was  ten  years 
ago.  The  jetty  is  a  great  favourite  with  the  masses 
as  it  is  free,  and  there  is  room  for  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  anglers  on  it. 
Many  working  men  spend  all  their  evenings  there 
during  the  season,  and  it  is  generally  uncomfortably 
full.  I  have  been  fishing  there  until  4  a.m.,  and 
then  left  some  enthusiasts  behind. 

My  favourite  place  was  the  North  Pier,  which 
forms  one  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour.  It 
is  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  town,  but 
the  sport  well  repays  the  journey,  and  one  can  have 
elbow  room  and  be  free  from  insinuating  remarks. 
It  is  useless  fishing  there  at  low  tide,  as  the  sewage 
from  the  river  is  too  pungent  for  the  fish,  and  they 
leave  it  to  the  small  crabs  which  abound  there. 
It  is  an  ideal  place  for  night  fishing,  as  it  is  usually 
unoccupied  after  8  p.m.  It  was  my  invariable 
practice  when  resident  at  Yarmouth  to  spend  four 
nights  there  a  week,  when  the  tide  was  favourable. 
Accompanied  by  a  dear  old  chum,  who  was  satisfied 
with  one's  mere  presence,  and  did  not  require  much 
more  conversation  than  an  occasional  grunt,  the 
writer  has  spent  many  pleasant  hours  at  this  lonely 
spot.  We  would  time  ourselves  to  arrive  just  at 
the  turn  of  the  tide  and  fish  six  hours. 


V  On  a  still  October  night  it  waa  grand.  "  The 
calm,  majestic  presence  of  the  night,"  as  Longfellow 
calls  it,  has  a  fascination  undreamt  of  by  the  majority 
of  people.  We  would  have  the  place  to  ourselves, 
and  could  fish  and  smoke  in  perfect  peace.  If  it 
were  moonlight,  the  pleasure  was  enhanced,  and 
during  the  intervals  of  bites  we  could  watch  the 
fishing  boats  making  for  harbour  and  hail  them  with 
an  inquiry  as  to  their  catch.  The  boats  make  a 
pretty  picture,  stealing  silently  along  with  their 
great  brown  sails  bathed  in  the  silvery  light  of  the 
moon. 

Or  perhaps  a  cargo  steamer  bound  for  Hull  or 
London  would  leave  the  harbour  and  we  could  follow 
its  track  as  it  ploughed  its  way  to  its  destination. 
Sometimes  we  were  rewarded  for  our  loss  of  sleep 
by  a  phosphorescent  sea,  and  the  sight  amply 
repays  any  small  sacrifice  of  that  kind.  Each  time 
the  lead  struck  the  water,  jets  of  living  light  would 
shoot  into  the  air,  or  if  a  fish  were  hooked,  the  reeling 
in  of  the  lino  would  make  a  track  of  spark- 
ling light.  What  happy  times  they  were,  and 
howthoroughly  we  used  to  enjoy  ourselves  !  Weather 
was  no  deterrent,  and  I  have  a  lively  recollection  of 
having  to  walk  the  two  and  a  half  miles  loaded  with 
nearly  one  hundred  fish  in  a  drenching  downpour  of 
rain.  By  the  time  home  was  reached  we  had  not  a 
dry  thread  on  us,  and  yet  we  suffered  no  ill  effects, 
rising  in  the  morning  refreshed  and  invigorated, 
and  anxious  to  repeat  the  performance  as  early  as 
possible.  Our  biggest  bag  was  160  whiting,  between 
two,  and  that  was  an  exceptionally  good  night's 
sport,  although  it  has  been  exceeded  by  other 
anglers. 

Gorleston  is  a  good  station  to  fish  from,  as  there 
is  the  pier,  breakwater,  and  quayside  to  choose  from. 
Sport  is  fairly  good  in  the  river,  but  at  times  attended 
with  surprises.  One  may  get  his  hooks  entangled 
in  an  old  fishing  skip,  that  has  been  thrown  over- 
board from  the  fish  wharf,  and  if  such  a  thing  does 
happen,  the  angler  will  imagine  he  has  hooked  a 
huge  fish,  and  will  call  loudly  and  excitedly  to  his 
companions  for  help  to  land  the  monster.  A  friend 
of  the  writer's  was  once  fisliing  at  Buckenham 
Ferry  on  the  Yare,  when  his  float  disappeared  with 
a  sudden  rush.  He  called  loudly  for  the  landing-net, 
which  I  got  in  readiness  to  place  under  a  specimen 
fish.  With  some  skilful  manoeuvring  he  managed 
to  bring  to  the  surface — a  huge  branch  of  a  tree ! 
Another  angler  when  fishing  in  the  Yare,  near  the 
Yarmouth  Fish  Wharf,  felt  a  tug,  and  proceeded  to 
pull  in  his  line.  To  his  intense  horror  he  saw  a 
human  hand  rise  out  of  the  water.  With  a  cry  of 
terror,  ho  abandoned  his  line  and  fled  to  the  nearest 
public  house,  where  he  called  for  brandy  to  keep 
him  from  fainting.  The  body  was  afterwards 
recovered,  but  the  angler  never  forgot  the  gruesome 
experience,  and  gave  the  river  a  wide  berth  ever 
after. 

A  few  words  as  to  tackle,  baits,  etc.,  may  prove 
useful  to  any  young  angler  who  reads  these  lines. 
I  would  advise  the  intending  fisherman  to  avoid  the 
rods  with  a  pulley  top.  I  once  witnessed  the 
spectacle  of  an  angler  losing  lead,  hooks,  and  half 
his  line  through  the  latter  .slipping  off  the  jjulley 
and  catching  in  the  side,  where  it  was  cut.  An 
ordinary  ring  is  the  best  to  use,  pro\'iding  it  is 
fairly  smooth.  It  will  greatly  improve  the  life  and 
smoothness  of  the  line  if  it  is  washed  in  fresh  water 
after  using,  and  stretched  out  to  chy.  When  per- 
fectly dry,  give  it  a  dressing  of  beeswax.  This 
method  stiffens  the  line  and  waterproofs  it.  Lug- 
worms  are  claimed  to  be  the  best  bait,  but  they  are 
very  "  messy."  The  belly  part  of  a  mackerel  is  the 
best  for  whiting,  as  it  is  tougher  than  herring,  and 
one  stands  more  chance  of  hooking  the  fish  when 
striking.  Mussels  are  the  finest  bait  of  all,  but  the 
difficulty  is  to  keep  them  on  the  hook.  I  used  to 
wind  cotton  round  mine,  and  found  it  answered 
very  well ;  but  it  is  tiresome  work  and  hard  to 
accomplish  if  one's  fingers  are  at  all  cold.  Codling 
are  especially  fond  of  mussels,  and  the  largest 
whiting  also  have  a  liking  for  them.  I  have  found 
that  herring  or  mackerel  are  more  appreciated  if  a 
trifle  "  gamey,"  and  imagine  it  is  because,  when  in 
that  state,  they  are  phosphorescent  and  more 
easily  perceived  by  the  fish.  The  bait  should  be 
cut  into  fairly  large  pieces,  as  if  too  small  they  are 
apt  to  be  despised  by  large  fish,  and  one  has  to  be 
content  with  the  small  fry.  Nelson  Col. 


"Not  so  well  known  among  the  occidentals  as  soy 
sauoe,  but  of  equal  merit  as  an  appetiser,  is  wasabi. 
Its  use  is  universal  in  Japan,"  says  the  Book- 
Jjovers^  Magazine. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Beporta  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS.  1 

Thames.  —  Gknebai.     Remaeks. — The    river  1 
reinsins  very  clear,  and  it  has  been  exceedingly  1 
difficult  to  catch  fish  of  any  kind.    Roach  have 
been  quite  off  the  feed,  except  in  the  tidal  parts, 
and  until  there  is  a  good  heavy  rain  for  two  days 
or  so  we  do  not  expect  to  get  much  sport.  The 
river  is,  however,  almost  free  from  traffic  now,  and 
so  anglers  can  get  a  better  chance,  being  undis- 
turbed.   Punt  anglers  who  fish  in  the  stream  will 
find  a  great  quantity  of  floating  leaves  to  contend 
with.  Pike  fishing  is  still  the  best  to  try.  When  I  was 
at  Datchet  on  Monday,  Lumsden,  the  local  pro- 
fessional, told  me  that  Mr.  G.  Haines  has  taken  a 
nice  pike  of  101b.,  and  another  over  41b.,  when 
spinning,  and  he  (Lumsden)  thought  that  if  more 
spinning  -was  practised,  results,  whilst  the  river  is 
so  clear,  would  be  better  than  float  fishing.  A 
client  of  Johnson,  at  Kingston,  has  had  a  pike  of 
9lb.    In  the  Hurley  waters  a  pike  of  91b.  has  been 
had  by  Mr.  Wilton.   Too  late  for  this  column  last 
week,  I  heard  that  a  roach,  which  scaled  31b.  4oz., 
had  been  picked  up  by  Mr.  W.  Cox  at  Marlow  in  a 
dying  condition.     It  appears  that  the  fish  was 
seen  floating  on  the  water,  and  was  taken  out 
with  a  landing-net.     It  is  not  stated,  however, 
whether  the  fish  was  actually  dead  or  dying, 
or  whether  it  was  in  good  condition  or  unduly 
distended,    Mr.  H.  Tirrell,  of  Bourne  End,  who  has 
the  Gah  for  preservation,  may,  however,  be  able  to 
clear  up  these  points.    At  any  rate,  when  the  fish 
has  been  set  up  it  is  to  be  exhibited  at  the  Garibaldi 
at  Bourne  End,  so  one  will ,  be  fairly  well  able  to 
judge  the  fish.    At  Hampton  Court  Mr,  F,  Little- 
wood,  of  the  K.P.S.,  caught  a  [roach  of  lib.  3oz., 
with  which  he  won  the  second  prize  in  the  K.P.S. 
roach  competition,  Mr,  Lansley  beine;  first  with  a 
lib.  S^oz.  fish  from  Christchurch.    Mr.  Littlewood 
fished  for  six  hours  without  taking  a  fish  in  the 
deep  water  immediately  below  the  weir,  but  aftec 
4  p.m.  he  had,  including  the  lib.  3oz.  fish,  thirt 
others  of  ^Ib.  each.     This  rather  indicates  th 
owing  to  the  clear  water  fishing  is  better  in  th 
evening.    The  members  of  the  Silver  Trout  A.S 
fished  a  competition  at  Twickenham  on  Oct.  1 
from  punts,  when  a  total  weight  of  611b.  9oz.  o 
roach  and  dace  was  caught ;   many  of  the  da" 
were  very  large  for  the  Thames.    Mr.  F.  Benne 
won  the  first  prize  with  91b.  l^oz.  of  fish.  Severs 
other  punts  were  out  at  the  same  place,  and  man 
did  fairly  well,  but  had  to   rove  about  in  th 
immediate    locaUty  pretty  freely.     One  angle 
caught  several  small  chub  up  to  lib.  along  th 
camp  -  sheathing    near    Pope's    Villa    by  usia 
shrimps    as    bait.     He    and    his    friend  als 
had  about   61b.  each  of  roach  and  dace.  A 
Monday's  meeting  of  the  Thames  Conservanc 
it  was  reported  that  since  the  flood  of  1894  th 
subject  of  the  supervision  and  inspection  of  th 
river  above  Teddington  had  received  careful  con- 
sideration, and  in  1900  that  branch  of  the  servi 
was  entirely  reorganised  by  the  appointment  of 
chief  inspector  and  several  deputy  inspectors 
control  the  whole  of  the  non-tidal  part  of  the  rive" 
By  those  means  it  had  been  found  possible  t 
exercise  the  closest  vigilance  over  the  lock-keepers 
who,  when  the  river  was  rising,  were  required  to 
in  attendance  at  the  weirs  by  night  as  well  as  da 
and  always  to  keep  a  daily  record  of  the  wa"^ 
levels.    To  assist  the  lock-keepers  in  the  regulatio 
of  the  water,  telephones — public  and  private — h 
been  brought  into  use,  and  by  these  means  lock 
keepers  were  made  acquainted  with  the  conditio 
of  the  water  and  tackle  at  all  times  above  an 
below  their  respective  locks. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley).  —  Sport  has  again  been  ver' 

slow  during  the  past  week.    Roach  fishing  has  bee 
quiet,  only  a  few  being  caught,  and  these  durin 
the  last  hour  or  so  of  fishing.  The  gudgeon,  boweve 
feed  freely,  and  a  brace  or  so  of  j  ack  and  perch  hav 
been  taken.  Several  chub  have  been  caught  by  cas' 
ing  a  dead  frog,  Mr.  W.  B.  Colegrove,  fishing  with 
J ames,  taking  six  of  these  fish  in  two  days,  the  be 
of  which  weighed   31b.    12oz.,   returning  sever 
smaller  ones ;  a  local  angler  has  also   taken  fiv 
chub  of  21b.  to  2^1b.  each.    The  river  is  agai 
running  very  clear ;  with  little  stream  and  with  f 
leaves  falling  and  decaying  weeds,  there  is  littl 
prospect  of  better  sport  for  the  present. — Stanle' 
Mead. 

  (Weybridg'e). — The  Thames  is  very  brig 

and  the  River  Wey  about  the  same.  A  good  man 
anglers  have  been  out,  particularly  on  Oct.  1 5  and  1 6; 
T.  Strudwick  has  had  in  six  and  a  half  days,  17  j 
dozen  roach  and  dace,  some  of  the  roach  going  just 
on  lib,  each.  H.  Curr  about  101b.  of  roach  and 
dace.    An  angler,  fishing  from  the  weir,  took  a  jack 
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of  61b.,  and  myself  about  five  dozen  roach  ''and 
dace. — Chas.  A.  Shaylob. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — Thia  river  is  now  in 
splendid  condition  for  all-round  angling,  especially 
for  roach.  Mr.  Ralph  S.  Price  and  a  party  of 
friends  had  some  good  sport  amongst  the  pike, 
perch,  roach,  chub,  and  grayUng,  one  of  the  latter 
weighing  2Jlb.  Mr.  S.  Stone  also  had  close  on  601b. 
weight  of  roach  in  two  days.  Mr.  Grant  Dalton 
also  had  eight  pike,  the  largest  about  61b.  The 
same  gentleman  to-day  (Oct.  19)  got  pike,  the 
largest  weighing  S^lb.,  71b.,  51b. — M.  W.  Hayteb. 

Bottisham.  Locks  (Waterbeach). — The  Cam  has 
run  into  better  order ;  the  water  is  stUl  of  only 
summer  level,  but  the  stock  of  fish  is  plentiful, 
especially  pike.  On  some  days  during  the  week  the 
weather  has  been  too  bright  and  serene  for  the 
roach,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  foggy  nights, 
with  midday  extremely  hot ;  this  has  been  a  great 
drawback  for  big  takes.  Bream  are  clean  oS  the 
feed,  but  the  pike  are  coming  on  well,  three  and  four 
fish  to  a  rod  in  a  short  time,  but  not  large  at  present. 
Live  bait  can  be  obtained  on  the  spot. — John  O. 
Geoege,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Eze  and  Canal  f Exeter). — Continued  catches  of 
perch,  roach,  and  some  large  eela  are  being  had  in 
the  Exe  at  St.  David's,  near  Cowley,  at  Countess 
Weir,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city ;  while 
in  the  canal  at  Lime  Kilns,  Black  House,  Topsham, 
and  at  Turf,  especially  at  the  last  two  named,  some 
good-sized  perch  are  being  caught  with  live  minnow, 
lob- worms,  whitebait,  and  live  shrimps,  the  last 
two  being  very  successful.  Roach  are  plentiful, 
but  small ;  the  pike  are  also  coming  into  good 
condition,  and  have  found  their  appetites.  A 
meeting  of  the  Exe  Conservators  was  held  on 
Oct.  14,  Mr.  C.  T.  Daniels  presiding.  The  clerk 
(Mr.  Ford)  reported  that  a  pass  had  been  con- 
structed at  Tiverton  Weir  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  put 
an  end  to  a  litigation  which  had  lasted  for  at  least 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  It  was  also  announced  with 
satisfaction  that  the  Exeter  City  Council  had  agreed 
to  a  pass  being  placed  in  i  Pynes  Weir,  and  if  the 
water  prove  sufficiently  low  the  work  will  be  taken 
in  hand  this  week.  The  rod  and  line  licences  have 
been  fixed  at  SOs.  instead  of  20s.  for  the  season, 
whUe  the  weekly  tickets  have  been  reduced  to  Vs.  6d. 
instead  of  12s.  6d.  as  formerly.  Bass,  pollack,  and 
mullet  are  being  had  at  Exmouth  and  Teignmouth. 
At  the  former  place  they  are  in  evidence  at  the 
pier,  docks  and  entrance,  Mr.  R,  MoBtyn,  Colonel 
Ryland,  Messrs.  ;Popkin,  Pollard,  White,  Basten, 
Worthy,  Beck,  and  others  doing  well.  —  Red 
Palmeb. 

Lea  and  Tribntariea. — Sport  continues  very 
disappointing,  the  river  being  still  clear  and  sluggish 
in  spite  of  the  rains.  Frosts  are  being  experienced 
and  are  assisting  to  kUl  down  the  weeds,  and  with  a 
good  push  of  water  through  the  river  an  appreciable 
clearance  should  be  effected  in  this  direction.  At 
present  the  bed  of  the  river  ia  very  foul.  No  notable 
baskets  are  reported  from  Cheshunt,  Enfield  Lock, 
Waltham,  Rye  House,  St.  Margaret's,  or  Ware. 
Two  pike,  about  4Jlb.  each,  and  some  perch  have 
been  landed  between  St.  Margaret's  and  Rye  House, 
Roach  are,  as  may  be  imagined,  extremely  shy. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Ln^^  and  Arrow  (Leomlnater). — Both  these 
grayling  streams  are  running  low  and  clear.  The 
weather  has  been  suitable  for  angling.  There  have 
been  a  few  anglera  out  of  late,  and  sport  has  been 
fairly  good. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  past  week 
has  again  proved  very  unsatisfactory  as  far  as 
operations  against  the  peal  go.  There  are  some, 
undoubtedly,  in  the  last  mile  of  the  river  before  it 
I  enters  the  sea,  but  they  are  not  taking  fly  or  minnow 
'  well.  They  seem  to  come  "short"  at  the  minnow, 
with  the  result  that  many  are  pricked  without  being 
landed.  The  leaf  ia  now  thick  on  the  water,  and 
thia  greatly  interferes  with  the  fly.  A  strong  freshet 
jnst  now  would  give  the  last  chance  of  a  little  sport 
for  the  season. — Hekon. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry).  —  The  rain,  although 
colouring  the  water  a  Uttle,  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  do  all  the  good  we  anticipated,  and  anglers  have 
to  work  carefully.  Some  good  bags  of  roach  and 
perch  have  been  taken  during  the  week,  but  nothing 
of  exceptional  size  ;  they  are  in  fine  clean  condition. 
Some  small  jack  have  also  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Hillings. — A.  Scabd. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Another  short  spell  of  wintry  weather, 
which  fortunately  laeted  but  a  few  days,  hfis  been 
Succeeded  by  a  very  mild  atmosphere  both  by  day 
and  night,  emd  the  autumn  foliage  on  the  trees  and 
hedges,  which  were  much  tinged  by  the  recent  sharp 
frosts  at  night,  ia  now  seen  to  the  greatest 
■  advantage,  and  the  present  spring-like  weather 
I  offers  every  inducement  to  anglers  to  linger  at  the 
I  river  side.  All  these  streams  are  still  in  splendid 
t  condition  after  some  smart  showers  a  few  days  ago. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


CONTENTS, 


NiBi — AU  rights  reserved  in  artidea  fuUished  in 
thia  paper. 

Occasional  Notea                                 ...    ...  293 

"After  Work"   294 

The  Past  Season  in  the  North  of  Scotland     ...  295 

Fishing  in  Nassau — The  Dorsbach    295 

Where  to  go  for  Grayling    296 

Fish  Culture    296 

Sea  Fishing  at  Weymouth                            ...  297 

State  of  the  Eden  below  Carlisle    297 

Pier  Fishing  at  Yarmouth  and  Gorleston     f...  298 

Salmon  Angling  Season  on  the  Tay   304 

Notes  from  the  North    308 

Erosion  of  the  East  Coast    308 

Folkestone  Sea  Angling  Association   308 

Close  of  the  Angling  Season  on  the  Beauly^  ...  308 

Fishing  in  Tidal  and  Non-Tidal  Rivera    308 


and  although  grayling  anglera  wish  for  sharper 
nights  they  cannot  complain  of  lack  of  sport,  and  all 
the  grayling  taken  are  in  splendid  condition.  Pike, 
too,  continue  to  aSord  fair  sport  in  the  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy,  and  so  do  chub,  perch,  roach,  and  dace  in 
all  the  streams  in  the  neighbourhood. — Vybnwy. 

Snsaez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
Sunshine  and  showers,  fog  and  frost,  has  been  the 
weather  record  of  the  week.  Rivera  want  a  good 
downpour  to  clear  decaying  weeds  and  falling  leaves. 
Sport  has  been  below  the  average  in  all  recordsj 
On  Oct.  15  and  16  the  Trafalgar  Anglera,  Brighton, 
held  an  open  competition  on  the  Ouse  at  Steyning. 
A  silver  cup  was  given  by  Mr.  Allison,  of  the  Rail- 
way Hotel,  Steyning,  and  entry  fees  provided  other 
prizes.  On  the  Ouse,  Mr.  F.  Burge  had  good  sport 
among  the  rdach  and  dace  on  Oct.  16.  Among  his 
take  of  roach  waa  a  nice  fish  of  lib.  15Joz.  During 
the  week  Mr.  Snelgrove,  between  the  mills  at  Bar- 
combe,  took  7  Jib.  of  fish,  among  them  a  roach  of 
lib.  6oz.  and  a  carp  of  21b.  On  the  Cuckmere  sport 
has  been  poor,  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order, 
bar  weeds  in  the  lower  reaches.  Pike  are  feeding, 
but  anglers  up  to  the  present  have  not  been  very 
successful. — Gbobge  F.  Saltbb. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Very  heavy  rain  has  fallen 
and  the  river  has  been  in  flood,  but  is  now  subiiding, 
and  is  in  perfect  order  for  fishing.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  what  it  has  brought  a  lot  of  fish  up,  and 
sport  must  be  good  until  the  end  of  the  season, 
Oct.  31.— Vic. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  is  clear  and  ^rather 
low  for  grayling  fishing ;  they  have  been  rising 
at  midday  to  the  fly.  The  best  flies  are  the 
Red  Tag,  Wickham's  Fancy,  Small  Governor, 
Willow,  Silver  Blue,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Gold  Tip. 
Bottom  fishing  with  maggot  haa  accounted  for 
some  good  roach,  dace,  perch,  chub,  and  a  few 
grayling.  Pike  are  now  on  the  feed,  and  one  or 
two  nice  fish  have  been  landed  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

  Tenbury. — In  this  part  the  water  continues 

in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  fair  number 
have  tried  fly,  and  grayling  have  been  rising  fairly 
well.  Some  nice-sized  fish  have  been  landed. — 
Wobcesteb. 

Torcross  Ley. — There  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
wind  and  rain  during  the  past  week,  but  the  fishing 
has  been  very  good.  Messrs.  Clarke,  Wilson,  and 
Brookes  have  all  had  good  sport.  Mr.  Clarke,  of 
Loughborough,  has  caught  a  large  quantity  of  big 
perch  and  rudd,  and  many  good-sized  pike,  the 
largest  (101b.)  being  landed  on  Oct.  17. — W.  VickebY. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — There  haa  been  fair  sporb  among  the 
salmon  during  the  past  week  on  the  Tyne  at 
Corbridge,  Hexham,  and  Bellingham.  I  hear  several 
salmon  were  taken  on  Saturday,  Oct.  15,  and  on 
Monday,  Oct.  17,  several  others.  There  has  been 
very  little  done  on  the  Coquet,  although  there 
are  a  good  number  of  fish  waitmg  to  get  up  the  river. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the 
Tyne  Salmon  Conservancy  District,  held  last  week 
at  the  Moot  Hall,  Newcastle,  Mr.  T.  Taylor,  the 
chairman,  presiding,  Mr.  T.  Lambert,  on  behalf  of 
the  Cotist  Committee,  reported  with  regard  to  the 
target  at  Tynemouth  which  haa  been  an  obstruction 
to  fishermen,  that  after  correspondence  with  the 
Admiralty,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Leverton 


TiiooT,  Ska-Trodt,  and  Salmon  Flies. — One  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  the  kin^jdoiu.  Special  attention  given  to  lliee  to  pattern. 
Suitaljle  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  7511).  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  ((uality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  Nevir 
Station-street,  Leeds.  Telegrams:  " Piscator,  Leeds."^ 
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Harris,  M.P.,  the  Admiralty  had  given"  notice 
for  its  removal,  and  it  had  been  removed^ 
The  chairman  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report  thought  the  t  fishermen  owed  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  Mr.  Lambert  and  Mr.  Leverton  Harris 
for  their  action  in  the  matter.  The  report  was 
adopted.  The  chairman  called  attention  to  the 
serious  effects  of  pollution  in  the  tideway  of  the 
river  between  Newburn  and  Shields.  He  was  well 
within  the  mark  in  saying  that  from  2500  toJSOOO 
salmon  had  died  thia  season  owing  to  the  general 
foulness  of  the  water.  He  thought  the  want  of 
rain  and  fioods  and  the  consequent  higher 
temperature  of  the  water  would  account  for  it. 
The  Watch  Committee  recommended  the  appoint- 
ment] of  a  special  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  matter.  The  report  was  adopted.  On  a  report 
by  Inspector  Dagg  being  read,  stating  that  rewards 
had  been  paid  for  the  killing  of  five  duntera,  Mr< 
Taylor  said  he  had  never  known  these  destructive 
fish  so  numerous  as  they  were  thia  year.  It  was 
agreed  to  write  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheriea  for  advice.  There  is  little  doubt  but  the 
long  continued  drought  has  caused  thel  state  of 
things  complained  of,  but  from  what  I  hear  there 
is  likely  to  be  a  flood  during  the  next  few  days, 
there  being  at  least  two  feet  mora  water  to-day 
than  there  has  been  for  some  time  past. — Henby 
A.  MuBTON,  Northern  Anglera'  Resort,  8  and  10 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — At  last  there  has  been  a  considerable 
rise  in  the  water,  to  the  extent  of  four  feet,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rain  of  Monday  last,  and  there  is 
every  probability  that  the  salmon  angler  will  have 
a  fair  amount  of  sport  for  the  remainder  of  the 
seaaon.  The  following  successes  have  been  re- 
ported:— Wednesday,  Oct.  12 — Mr.  Ernest  Shand, 
two,  71b.  and  12Ib.,  in  Penyllyn  and  Penceureg;  Mr. 
J.  T.  Da  vies,  one,  101b. ;  Colonel  Morris,  one. 
Friday,  Oct.  14 — Mrs.  Lister,  one,  141b.,inPenyllyn4 
Saturday,  Oct.  15 — Mr.  J.  T.  Daviea,  one,  111b,,  in 
the  Rock.  Monday,  Oct.  17 — Mr.  R.  Rickarda,  one, 
ll^lb.,  and  a  botcher,  in  Coedyprior. — T.  Rees. 

Welland  (IHEarket  Deeping  and  Deeping  St. 
James). — The  chief-conatable  of  Peteiborough  (Mr. 
Lawson),  fishing  ;here  [on  October  13,  caught  two 
fine  chub,  weighing  together  just  81b.,  one  of  them 
scaled  51b.  6oz.— E.  A.  S. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  the  fly  during 
the  past  week,  but  the  wind  being  very  rough  on 
some  days  it  has  almost  been  impossible  to  keep  the 
line  on  the  water.  I  like  it  best  when  there  is  no 
wind  at  all,  considering  thia  is  the  best  month  for 
grayling.  Not  many  good  creels  have  been  obtained. 
The  Wye  haa  been  yielding  baskets  of  two  to  five 
brace,  the  Derwent  also  affording  similar  catches. 
The  Darley  Dale  Club's  portion  of  thia  river  has 
afforded  its  members  fairly  good  sport,  especially 
since  the  rain  we  had  on  Oct.  16,  which  raised  thia 
river  several  inches  and  brought  a  nice  woodland 
water  down.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  reach  of  the  Derwent  has  yielded  a 
nice  few  fish  to  those  anglers  who  have  persevered 
and  fished  hard.  Useful  flies  are  Apple  Green,  Ash 
Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Grey  Quill,  Red  Tag,  Needle 
Fly,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dottebel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Torks). — At  the  latter  end  of  last  week  there 
were  sharp  frosts  in  the  night.  On  the  hills  there 
have  been  some  heavy  ahowers,  consequently  there 
have  been  a  few  freshets.  Sport  haa  varied.  Very 
few  rods  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore.  In 
the  district  of  Middleham  and  Cover  Bridge  a 
few  grayling  fishers  have  been  out.  Capt.  Grant, 
of  London,  has  been  having  some  very  nice 
sport.  I  met  him  the  other  day,  and  he  told  me 
he  got  nearly  all  his  fish  with  the  Blue  Dun.  Other 
anglers  have  had  good  sport,  but  this  week  the 
rivers  have  been  too  much  like  pea-soup  to  expect 
anything  like  a  decent  catch.  However,  at  the 
time  of  sending  this  report  they  are  rapidly 
clearing,  and  prospects  could  not  be  better.  In 
the  lower  reaches  aport  has  been  good  at  Masham, 
Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  Last  week-end  Mr.  Farrar 
Stead  and  Mr.  J.  Pickeragill  had  fine  sport 
amongst  the  grayhng,  the  combined  catch  being 
fifty  fish,  but  none  of  them  ran  to  any  size,  the 
heaviest  being  about  lOoz.  Sport  amongst  the 
coarse  fish  has  been  quiet  at  Boroughbridge.  On 
Monday  Mr.  W.  Nettleton  met  with  fair  sport, 
amongst  his  catch  was  a  chub  weighing  21b.  12oz. 
Pike  and  p)erch  have  improved  a  lot.  During 
the  week  some  heavy  baskets  of  perch  have 
been  got  with  the  live  minnow.  The  Der- 
went has  been  fishing  fairly  well  at  Yedding- 
ham  amongst  the  pike.  Several  have  been 
caught.  Mr.  Clayton  had  fair  sport  the  other  day, 
including  two  very  nice  ones,  but  the;  beat  pike 
I  have  heard  of  is  one  caught  on  October  15 
by  Mr.  J.  Grasaham,  weighing  just  over  111b.  It 
will  be  very  gratifying  to  a  lot  of  Yorkshire  anglers 
to   hear   that  the  Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club 
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are  still  stocking  their  watera.  On  Saturday 
last  they  emptied  a  seoond'rearing  pond,  which  has 
been  under  the  sole  control  of  Mr.  H.  Roper,  the 
■watcher  for  the  K.A.C.,  which  were  put  into  the 
Knareabo rough  Joint  Anglers'  water — a  thousand 
yearlings.  One  hundred  yearling  trout  were  put 
into  a  pond  in  Scriven  Park  belonging  to  the  Rev, 
C.  S.  Slingsby,  of  Scriven  Hall,  and  1400  into  the 
K.A.e.  pond,  which  in  a  few  days  will  be  put  into 
the  club  watera,  making  a  grand  total  of  over  C200 
yearling  trout,  hatched  and  reared  by  Knares- 
borough  A,C.,  and  placed  in  the  river  Nidd  between 
Killinghall  Bridge  and]  Ribston  Village  during  the 
last  few  days.  The  committee  are  highly  pleased 
with  this  year's  results,  considering  the  small  flow 
of  water  into  the  pools  owing  to  the  dry  season, 
and  have  got  over  a  lot  of  difficulties  of  rearing  fish. 
The  Wharfe  is  in  fair  trim,  very  few  rods  have  been 
out  on  the  upper  reaches.  A  few  good  grayling  have 
been  got  with  the  fly,  worm,  and  maggot  at  Burnsall, 
Bolton  Woods,  and  Ilkley.  In  the  lower  reaches 
some  very  fair  catches  of  fiah  have  been  made  at 
Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ryther.  The  Nidd  is 
still  low,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  reservoir  above 
Pateley  Bridge  which  required  filling;  but  some 
very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  the 
chub  at  Knaresborough  deeps,  also  at  Ribston  and 
Hunsingore.  The  Swale  has  been  freshened  up  a 
little.  Sport  has  been  fair  at  Easeby  and  Catterick 
Bridge.  Since  Monday  last  rain  has  fallen  on  the 
hills,  and  the  Yore  and  Swale  have  been  freshened 
up.  Good  sport  can  be  looked  for.  Best  flies  are — 
Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Blue  Dun,  Snipe  Bloa,  Miller's 
Dark  Needle,  and  Pale  Autumn  Dun. — John  E. 
MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH.  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  fishing  is  not 
yielding  such  good  results  as  a  week  or  two  ago  as 
the  rivers  are  running  low  and  too  clear  for  day 
fishing.  Salmon  are  plentiful  in  the  Eak,  but  rising 
badly  to  the  fly.  Fishing  in  the  mid-reaches  of 
the  Esk,  Mr,  S.  McKune,  jun.,  Canonbie,  landed  a 
splendid  fish  which  scaled  221b,  On  Oct.  15,  Mr. 
Cyril  G.  Francis,  Hastings,  caught  a  small  salmon 
of  51b.  in  the  same  water,  and  at  another  fishing 
he  caught  one,  weighing  81b.,  in  the  Long  Pool, 
which  is  a  splendid  cast.  Mr.  J.  Irving,  Canonbie, 
landed  a  salmon  of  71b.  in  Craig  Pool.  Mr.  McKune 
caught  a  fish  which  weighed  9 Jib.  in  the  Double 
water,  A  few  sea-trout  and  herlLng  are  still  being 
got.  Mr.  J.  Hill  had  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling 
in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr,  Paterson  had  two  sea-trout 
and  some  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Scott,  a  sea-trout  above 
Canonbie  Bridge  ;  Mr.  R.  Steel,  a  small  salmon  ; 
Mr.  W.  Riddle,  Canonbie,  had  a  sea-trout  and  some 
herhng ;  Mr.  W,  Murray,  two  sea-trout  and  several 
herhng;  Mr,  J.  Graham,  several  takes  of  herling 
during  the  week ;  Mr,  Yat^s  has  had  fair  sport  in 
the  Double  Water,  Fishing  in  the  Netherby  side 
of  the  Double  Water,  Mr.  David  Little,  Rowanburn, 
lemded  a  salmon,  weighing  151b ;  Mr,  Read,  Arthuret, 
caught  a  salmon  of  111b.  in  the  Graham  Arms, 
Long  town,  stretch  of  the  Netherby  water.  Fairly 
good  hauls  of  sea-trout  and  herling  have  been  made 
during  the  last  ten  days  in  the  Netherby  reserved 
portion  of  the  Esk.  A  number  of  back-end  salmon 
are  now  ascending  the  Esk,  and  are  seen  moving 
about  in  the  pools,  but  they  are  extremely  shy. 
In  Langholm  water,  Mr.  W,  Borthwick,  Langholm, 
landed  a  salmon  of  101b.  at  the  Island  Pool  on 
Oct.  15,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Simon  Jackson, 
Langholm,  caught  a  fish,  weighing  15Jlb.,  in  the 
rocky  channel  behind  Connell's  Distillery,  and  Mr, 
Thos.  Morrison,  jun.,  killed  a  salmon  at  Todholes, 
which  scaled  151b.  Mr.  Littler  had  two  sea-trout 
and  some  herling  ;  Mr.  Story  caught  a  sea-trout  and 
a  few  yellow  trout,  but  the  yellow  or  burn  trout 
fishing  may  be  said  to  be  over  now.  In  the  Duke 
of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water.  Major  the  Hon.  T. 
Brand  had  four  herling,  and  Lady  Constance  Scott 
creeled  two  herling.  At  night  fishings  herling  are  yet 
yielding  fair  sport  in  both  rivers.  Fishing  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  D.  Ferguson,  New- 
castletoo,  had  a  sea-trout  of  2Jlb. ;  Mr,  J.  Watson, 
Newcastleton,  creeled  a  sea-trout  of  2Ib. ;  another 
angler  had  two  sea-trout  of  less  weight.  Mr.  J. 
Scott  had  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling.  Mr< 
Walker  had  a  couple  of  herling  in  Tweedon  Pool ; 
Mr.  Armstrong  did  likewise  ;  Mr  T.  Edgar,  a  sea- 
trout  and  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  A.  Jardine  had  a 
sea-trout  in  the  Kershopefoot  water,  while  a  few 
sea-trout  and  several  herling  have  been  got  in  the 
lower  reaches  both  by  local  fishers  and  visitors 
staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  Salmon, 
however,  have  fought  very  shy  at  the  fly  all  through 
the  autumn  in  the  Liddle  water,  and  although  the 
water  was  unsettled  last  week  they  were  not  in 
the  humour  for  taking  any  lure,  no  matter  how 
attractive.  There  have  been  several  high  gusts  of 
wind,  and  some  of  the  pools  are  covered  with  leaves, 
besides  the  early  morning  frosts  now  setting  in 


are  not  conducive  to  successful  angling.  Before  I 
forget  let  me  mention  that  the  best  salmon  pools 
in  the  Esk  above  Langholm  are  Black  Stones  Pool, 
Craig  Corner  Pool,  and  King  Pool,  opposite  Bill- 
holm.  The  most  successful  flies  during  the  last 
month  have  been  Greenwell's  Glory  up  to  dusk. 
Black  Jack  with  silver  body.  Partridge  with  red 
body,  Dark  Turkey  Win?,  and  White  Tip,  After 
dusk.  Bustard  or  Hen  Pheasant  and  Drake,  Blue 
Body  and  Drake  and  Pheasant,  Maroon  Body, 
Gold  Tinsel,  besides  the  local  made  flies  have  had 
a  good  innings  thia  season. — Gilnockie, 

Hebridean  Sportinif  Association  (Sontli 
Harris). — The  total  catch  for  the  week  ending 
Oct.  1 5  on  the  Rodel  waters  has  been  four  salmon, 
weighing  171b.  8oz.,  and  fifty -three  sea -trout, 
weighing  301b.  Ooz,  The  heaviest  salmon  weighed 
61b.,  and  the  heaviest  sea- trout  weighed  lib,  2oz. — 
G.  D.  Stiruno. 

Lochlnver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  Oct.  3,  Mr. 
Sparling,  two  salmon  and  one  grilse ;  Mr,  Percival, 
two  soa-trout ;  Mesars.  Brag>;ins  and  Maule,  thirty- 
five  trout.  On  5th,  Mr.  Spurling,  one  grilse.  On  0th, 
Mr,  Spurling,  four  sea-trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Bilbrough, 
one  salmon,  17  Jib.  On  7th,  Mr.  Spurling,  nine  trout, 
41b.  On  8th,  Mr.  Bilbrough,  one  salmon,  171b.,  and 
one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Spurling,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and 
one  grilse,  5lb.  On  10th,  Mr.  Spurling,  one  salmon, 
17Jlb.,  one  grilse,  61b.,  and  two  sea-trout.  On  11th, 
Mr.  Spurling,  five  sea-trout,  41b.  On  12th,  Mr. 
Bilbrough,  one  sedmon,  71b.  On  13th,  Mr.  Bil- 
brough, one  salmon,  11  jib. ;  Mr,  Spurling,  two  sea- 
trout,  21b. — J.  Mackenzie. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — In  another  week 
the  season  will  be  over  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch 
waters  not  already  closed,  such  as  the  Dee,  Don, 
Deveron,  etc.  A  slight  rise  took  place  on  Monday, 
Oct.  17,  but  not  of  sufficient  consequence  to  eSect 
any  great  revival  of  sport.  In  short,  the  season  is 
practically  over,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
weeks  in  the  early  spring  months,  has  been 
one  of  the  very  worst  experienced  during  the  past 
forty  years,  as  far  as  any  records  have  been  kept. 
There  has  been  abundant  signs  of  fish,  but  prac- 
tically no  angline  watera  since  the  middle  of  April, 
The  Duchess  of  Fife  will  fish  on  to  the  close.  She 
has  had  a  very  good  season  on  her  far  inland  reaches. 
The  Balmoral  waters  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
royal  keepers.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  during  the  autumn.  On 
Kincardine  water,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Pickering  have 
only  creeled  three  fish — thirty  would  have  been  but 
a  fair  average.  On  Carlogie,  Mr.  Wm,  Farquhar, 
on  Ballogie,  Mr.  W.  E.  Niool  and  party,  and  on  the 
Woodend  and  Sluie  sections  an  occasional  fish  has 
been  got.  On  the  Cairnton,  Lord  Penrhyn  and 
party  have  also  experienced  a  poor  season,  while 
the  Inchmarlo,  Blackball,  and  Crathes  sections  are 
comparative  blanks.  On  the  lower  Durris  some  feur 
sport  has  been  occasionally  got,  and  Mr.  Irvine  and 
Mr.  Fletcher  had  five  for  the  week  of  average  weights. 
On  the  Altries  water  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn  creeled  three 
of  81b.  each,  and  one  of  251b,,  while  Archie  Ross, 
Keeper,  had  a  nice  fish  nearly  20lb.  in  weight.  On 
Mr.  Allan's  Cults  water,  an  Aberdeen  angler  had 
one  of  24lb.  The  tidals  are  quite  deserted,  although 
fish  are  plentiful  on  the  reaches  above,  but  will  not 
rise  in  the  small  clear  waters.  Don.— The  river  is 
in  a  disgusting  state  for  miles  above  the  mouth. 
Every  second  fish  is  heavily  marked  with  fungus, 
and  angling  i<4  practically  at  a  standstill.  On  the 
Ythan  and  Ugie  the  same  state  of  matters  pre- 
vail.—G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  autumn'salmon  fishing 
in  the  Border  rivers  is  proving  a  great  disappoint- 
ment to  anglers,  few  fish  having  ascended  the  rivers 
up  to  this  date.  The  Annan. — On  Oct.  14,  Mr. 
Gilbert  Tweedie,  Moathouse,  was  fishing  for  herling 
in  the  Spittal  Pool,  and  caught  a  sfdmon weighing  6lb. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  water  on  Oct.  14,  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom's  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  landed  one  (a  grilse) 
of  6Jlb.  out  of  the  Back  of-the-Wood  stream  with 
golden  Pheasant  Fly,  In  the  Salmon  pool  of  the 
sane  water  on  Oct.  15  Colonel  Stewart  had  a  nice 
salmon  of  17 Jib.  Nothing  has  been  done  in  the 
Hoddom  Castle  water  or  the  Castlemilk  stretch 
this  week  that  I  can  hear  of.  During  the  flood  of 
Monday  a  few  rods  were  out  with  worm  bait,  Mr, 
G.  Tweedie  and  Mr.  C.  McLean  had  a  number 
of  herling,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  W. 
Thomson  took  three  or  four  in  the  Brewery  stream 
with  fly.  In  the  upper  waters  several  rods  had 
herling,  the  best  catch  being  half  a  dozen. 
The  Ddmfbies  Nith. — The  upper  reaches  of  this 
river  were  in  capital  ply  on  Oct.  17,  and  some  sport 
was  had  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  waters  below  Thorn- 
hill.  Mr.  Thomson  landed  a  grilse,  two  sea-trout, 
and^a  brace  of  herling.  The  Closeburn  portion  has 
been  fishing  fairly  well,  and  I  learn  that  Mr.  DuS 
basketed  several  nice  salmon  with  the  fly.  Not 

I much  has  been  done  in  the  stretches  near  Dum- 
fries, though  a  fish  or  two  were  taken  with  the 
prawn  as  a  lure  last  week.    The  Nith  closes 


on  Nov,  14,  or  one  day  before  the  Anna 
The  Galloway  Rivers  will  soon  end  their  anglin^ 
season,  and  up  to  this  date  the  sport  has  been  much 
under  that  of  last  year.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbright- 
shire, the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  the  Urr  of  Dal- 
beattie have  all  been  in  the  best  of  order  since 
Monday,  but  few  salmon  appear  to  be  running. 
The  Aybshire  Rivers. — These  waters  are  in  good 
order  at  the  time  of  writing,  but  sport  is  reported 
to  be  far  under  the  average  just  now.  Salmon  are 
very  scarce  in  all  the  waters  this  autumn. — 
Heathkbbell, 

Spey  (Slorayshire), — The  rod  fishing  on  the  Spey 
and  tributaries  closed  for  the  season  this  day  week. 
Compared  with  former  years  sport  has  been  below 
the  average.  This  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the 
low  state  of  the  water  consequent  on  the  dry  state 
of  the  season,  especially  during  June  and  July. 
Salmon  averaged  171b.  in  weight.  Comparatively 
few  grilse  were  got.  The  record  fish  for  the  season, 
of  421b.  weight,  was  landed  last  week  by  Prince 
Arthur  of  Connaught,  from  the  Gordon  Castle 
waters.  This  is  the  largest  kUled  for  six  or  seven 
years,  and  of  rod-killed  Spey  fish  of  over  that 
weight  there  is  leas  than  a  dozen  on  record.  Prince 
Arthur,  therefore,  is  to  be  congratulated  in  securing 
a  prize  that  does  not  come  to  every  angler,  even 
once  in  a  lifetime,  no  matter  how  expert.  The 
42-pounder  was  got  in  Braehead  pool,  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  down  from  Fochabers  Bridge.  It 
was  a  beautifully  shaped  fish  and  in  excellent  con- 
dition. His  Royal  Highness  has  had  excellent 
sport  in  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
water,  killing  no  fewer  than  six  salmon  in 
two  and  a  half  days.  The  next  best  fish  killed 
on  the  same  waters  was  one  of  311b,  by  Mr.  W. 
Beckwith,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Prince  Arthur 
following  with  one  each  of  281b,  Fish  of  similar 
weight  were  also  landed  by  Lord  Esme  Gordon- 
Leimoz  and  Lord  Bernard  Gordon-Lennox.  On 
Lord  Berkeley  Paget's  water  Mr.  Bass  had  two 
salmon  of  301b.  and  321b.  weight,  and  Mr,  Arthur 
Coventry  one  of  301b. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Hiver«.— 
There  is  not  much  improvement  in  the  Tweed 
angling  this  week.  Nearly  one-half  of  the  back-end 
angling  season  has  expired,  and  operations  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  have  fairly  begun.  A  slight  rise 
in  the  rivers  on  Oct.  16  only  helped  to  stir  up  the 
dirt  from  the  bottom  of  the  river.  The  best  sport  is 
being  obtained  in  the  upper  reaches,  where  a  nunaber 
of  small  fish  are  being  taken,  and  in  the  fishings 
nearest  the  sea  where  the  bigger  fish  are  waiting  an 
opportunity  to  ascend  the  river.  On  the  Bolside 
waters,  on  Oct.  10,  Mr.  Miller  caught  a  sea-trout  of 
71b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Holmes  had  three  salmon,  I2lb., 
9Jlb.,  and  7Jlb.,  and  a  sea-trout  o!  31b.  Colonel 
Davies  had  one  salmon  of  9Jlb.,  and  Major  F.  R. 
Forbes,  a  grilse  of  4 Jib.,  on  the  11th.  On  the 
12th,  Jlr,  W.  Miller  had  a  sea-trout  of  81b. 
On  the  13th,  Colonel  Davies  had  one  grilse  of  4lb., 
and  on  the  14th  two  salmon,  161b.  and  71b.,  one 
grilse  of  51b.,  and  a  sea-trout  of  5lb.,  and  Mr. 
W.  Miller  a  sea-trout  of  51b.;  on  the  15th, 
Mr.  Scott  Macdougal  one  salmon  of  171b.  At  Dry- 
burgh,  last  week.  Colonel  Longman  had  one  salmon 
of  171b.,  and  Mr.  Herring  three,  the  heaviest  181b. 
At  Mertoun,  General  Beresford  caught  five,  the 
heaviest  221b.,  and  on  the  lower  stretch  Mr.  Spencer 
had  six.  At  Makerston,  on  Oct.  14,  Mr,  McCulloch 
had  one  salmon  of  251b, ;  on  Oct.  15,  a  grilse  of 
81b. ;  and  on  Oct.  17,  one  salmon,  15lb.,and  a  grilse 
of  71b.  On  Lower  Floora,  on  Oct.  17,  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  had  one  salmon  of  161b, 
On  the  Hendersyde  water,  on  Oct.  12,  Lady  Laura 
Douglas  caught  one  grilse  of  61b.,  and  Captain 
Douglas  one  salmon  of  201b,  On  the  13th,  General 
Baton  had  four  grilse,  81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  51b.  On 
the  14th,  Mr,  F,  J.  Douglas  had  one  of  61b,  On 
the  15th,  General  Paton  had  three  salmon,  231b,, 
171b.,  and  151b.  On  the  17th,  Sir  Richard  Waldie 
Griffith  three  salmon,  161b.,  15Jlb.,  and  121b., 
and  two  ;  grilse,!  lOJlb.  and  81b.  On  the  18th, 
Mrs.^  Goodman,  one  salmon,  181b.,  and  the 
Earl  of  Tankerville,  two  salmon,  181b.  and  lllb., 
and  two  grilse  of  71b.  each.  At  Birgham,  on  Oct.  4, 
the  Hon.  VV.  S.  D.  Home  caught  two  grilse  of  5lb. 
and  3lb. ;  on  the  5th,  one  salmon,  14lb. ;  on  the  6th, 
one  grilse  of  51b. ;  on  the  8th,  two  grilse,  61b.  and 
61b.;  on  the  Uth,  two  salmon,  19lb.  and  181b., 
and  one  grilse,  61b. ;  on  the  14th,  one  salmon 
of  171b.  Lord  Dunglass,  on  the  4th,  had  two 
grilse  of  61b.  each,  and  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and 
one  grilse,  71b.,  on  the  6th,  and  three  grilse,  71b., 
61b.,  and  51b.,  on  the  8th.  On  the  Uth,  Colonel 
Collingwood  had  one  grilse  of  91b.  On  the  Leefl 
water,  on  the  5th,  Mr,  Jefferson  caught  one  grilse 
of  71b,  On  the  Uth,  Mr.  Turner  had  one  salmon  of 
331b.,  and  Mr.  Miller  one  of  141b.,  and  Mr.  Bertie 
Holland  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.  On  the  Comhill 
water,  on  the  6th,  Mr.  Crocker  had  one  grilse  of  61b., 
and  on  the  8th  Dr.  Rutherford  one  of  71b.,  and  on 
the  10th,  Mr,  Fulton  had  two  grilse. — Maxwhbel, 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  eyery  descri;ption  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHJEIt  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies, 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Loch;?  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrflsher  Line, 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished^  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  bettep 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials, 

Colonel  Q.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  K.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  Wlien  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I.was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.'  It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  v.'rites  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET.  PERTH.  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


MILWARD'S  TACEE. 


SEA  ANGLING 

is  at  its  Height. 

There  is  much   to  be   gained   by  using 
reliable  and  up=to-date  Tackle. 


Have  you   seen  our  latest  introductions  ? 

THE  ''DEAL" 
SEA  RODS, 

in  Split  Cane  and  in  Greenheart. 


HY.MILWARD&SONS,  LTD., 


TROUT  FISHING. 


HICKORY  FLY  ROD,  3  joints.lO  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  ringed, 
brazed,  swelled  grip,  bronzed  ferrules,  and  brass  winch  fittings,  in 
bag,  complete   5/9 

GREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt  ...  7/- 
GREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  6  in.  (5  joints)  ...  9/- 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  cork  grip, 

grooved  wood  case,  in  bag,  complete  11/6 


BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

GREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  snake 
rings.  Universal  winch  fittings,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  21  /- 


BEST  ENGLISH  MADE  SPLIT  CANE   FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  look  joints,  cork  grip, 

10  ft.,  n  ft.,  or  12  ft  75/- 

If  with  Steel  Centre   extra  20/- 

N.B. — All  Sods  are  priced  complete  with  Sags, 


WINGED  OR  HACKLE  TROUT  FLIES, 

Fine  Gut,  1/-  per  doz. 

WADING  NETS,  with  clip,  5/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  and  STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


CATALOGUES  {Dept."0")  POST  FREE.   Please  mention  "  Fishing  GazetU." 


BENETFINK  &  CO. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites, 

107  ana  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON, 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — Shoals  of  sea-trout  are  in 
all  the  tideways  awaiting  a  flood.  On  Woodburn 
danis  trouting  was  indiSerent  all  the  week,  but  a 
little  better  at  Marshallstown,  The  Maine  is  in  fair 
order,  and  several  city  anglers  had  fair  success  there 
lately.  Salmon  are  up  the  Clough,  which  fishes 
best  in  the  closing  fortnight.  Coarse  Ashing  on  the 
Lagan  and  the  canal  is  poor. — J.  A.  B. 

Eillarney  (Royal  Victoria  Hotel).— The  fol- 
lowing is  the  report  of  last  week's  fishing: — Mr. 
Malpass,  three  salmon,  5|lb.,  91b.,  and  51b.,  and 
eighteen  trout;  Mr.  Burgess,  three  salmon,  61b., 
5  jib.,  and  S^lh.,  and  twenty-two  trout ;  Mr.  Mac- 
donald,  one  salmon,  61b.,  and  thirty-eight  trout. — 
J.  M.  D. 

Uoy,  IionsfliB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Pike  fishing  during  the  week  was  not 
good.  Mr.  Castle  and  friend,  ten  pike,  911b.,  largest 
231b. :  Mr.  C.  Sutton,  six  pike,  541b.,  largest  191b. ; 
Mr.  W-  Paine,  four  pike,  411b.,  largest  251b.  Good 
sport  with  salmon  and  sea- trout  on  the  Palmerstown 
river.  Very  good  wildfowling  can  be  obtained  now 
on  the  estuary  of  the  Moy  river. — P.  Heabnes. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegfal). — The  angling 
season  is  now  practically  over  on  the  Bosses, 
although  there  is  yet  nearly  a  fortnight  of  it  to  run. 
In  the  past  couple  of  weeks  Captain  Bailey  Hamil- 
ton, Colonel  Lewis,  Mr,  Sladen,  and  Mr.  Orpen 
had  very  fair  sport.  Sea-trout  are  still  moving  up 
the  Crolly.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Herg  (Eillaloe). — One 

or  two  rods  have  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  their 
luck  last  week,  one  gentleman  having  taken  one 
fine  fish  of  361b.,  and  two  of  181b.  and  121b. ;  and 
another  gentleman  bad  three,  18|lb.,  181b.,  and  51b. 
The  week  after  next  will  wind  up  the  present  season. 

— S.  J.  HUEI/EY. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — During  Sunday  and 
Sunday  night  we  had  a  heavy  and  continuous 
downpour,  resulting  in  a  rapid  increase  of  water  to 
a  high  mark,  but  yet  not  too  high  for  present  season. 
It  is  expected  that  the  flood  will  bring  up  some 
more  salmon  from  the  lower  reaches  and  thus 
improve  the  angler's  chancaof  sport.  On  Hermitage 
"the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon  161b. — John 
Eneight  and  Son. 


Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).  —  Sport 
has  been  backward  on  the  above  waters  with  the 
exception  of  Derriana  Lake.  On  Oct.  14,  Mr.  Dale 
and  Master  Dale  got  thirty-one  sea-trout  and 
sixteen  brown  trout ;  total  weight,  431b.  The 
season  closed  on  Oct.  15. — T.  J.  D, 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Fine  sport  has  been  obtained 
at  and  around  this  station  at  pollack,  gurnard, 
whiting,  bream,  scad,  and  mackerel,  large  shoals  of 
which  have  arrived  in  the  bay. — T.  J.  D. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — About  100  local  and 
visiting  anglers  were  out  on  Oct.  16,  which  was  a 
very  calm  and  bright  sunshiny  day,  and  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  visitors.  The  takes  of  fish  were 
not  large  in  numbers,  but  I  saw  some  good  whiting, 
dabs,  and  pouting  brought  ashore.  Mr.  Jesse 
Fisher  had  a  good  string  of  dabs  and  whiting,  which 
he  caught  sprooling.  On  Oct.  23  the  Briny  Anglers 
hold  a  competition  here.  By  the  time  they  get 
to  the  various  fishing  stations  it  will  be  full  flood 
spring  tide,  which  is  not  the  best  time  for  angling 
in  this  river.  We  expect  to  have  greatly  increased 
numbers  of  the  various  kinds  of  fish  that  frequent 
this  river  these  coming  spring  tides,  as  at  the 
present  time  we  are  getting  more  than  we  did  a 
fortnight  ago.  On  Oct.  18  Mr.  Rogers,  New 
Welcome  SaUor,  Harry  Short,  and  self,  out  with 
Cooper,  fishing  the  Ness  Hole,  caught  seventy-one 
fish,  comprising  twenty  dabs,  fifty  whiting  and 
pouting,  and  one  eel.  Martin  out  with  a  lady  and 
gentleman  fishing  the  same  hole  caught  twenty 
whiting.  Mr,  Cox,  fishing  with  Harry  Fisher  just 
below  the  town,  caught  thirty  fish. — J.  Weight. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good 
on  favourable  days.  Rock  fishers  were  out  on  a 
couple  of  days,  but  sport  was  not  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  week  end  brought  down  quite  a  con- 
tingent of  angling  gentlemen,  and  decent  sport  has 
been  obtained  from  the  Bay,  also  from  the  vicinity 
of  Deal  Bank  Buoy.  Messrs.  Boydell  and  Williams, 
fishing  with  Jack  Budd  in  a  galley  punt,  took  in  two 
days  twenty- four  score,  principally  whiting.  Messrs. 
Hills  and  three  friends  twenty-three  score.  On 
Oct.  16  sport  rather  spotty  as  to  numbers,  but 
Mr.  Harold  Wood  landed  with  a  nic3  catch  of 
whiting  and  one  cod  weighing  131b.  ;  and  also 


Mr.  King  had  the  pleasure  of  hooking  one  of 
12|lb.  On  Oct.  17,  strong  wind,  8.W.,  nothing  done 
worth  mentioning.  On  Oct.  18,  wind  westerly,  fine 
and  warm  ;  good  sport  obtained,  the  best  fish  takei; 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Deal  Bank  Buoy.  Mr.  ~ 
Lintott,  out  with  T.  Upton,  landed  with  su 
and  a  half  score  whiting,  thirteen  dogfish,  thr 
"nuss"  dogs,  one  conger,  51b.,  and  one  cod,  12Jlh 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Rhodes,  fishing  from  Oct.  1< 
to  19,  took  thirty-seven  score  whiting,  besides  several 
dogfish  and  mixtures.  Oct.  19. — Weather  fine  and 
hazy  first  part  of  day,  becoming  foggy  the  latter 
part  of  the  day.  Sport  ruled  rather  spotty,  although 
several  good  takes  were  landed.  Messrs.  Dales  and 
Hussey  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  five  score  whiting, 
one  score  small  dogs,  and  the  last-named  gentleman 
had  a  good  codfish  of  181b.  Tides  suit  well  this 
week-end. — Edwaed  Hangee  (B.S.A.8.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  fishing  during  daylight 
hours  has  recently  proved  very  unproductive,  and 
night  fishing  has  been  anything  but  good.  On 
Oct.  13  Mr.  Hammond  had  a  nice  take  of  pollack, 
his  largest  fish  scaling  4^lb,,  and  Mr.  Ladbrook  in- 
cluded a  shad  in  his  day's  catch,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Couzens  also  doing  fairly  well  on  that  day.  Oct.  14 
yielded  very  badly,  the  only  catch  being  a  few  cod- 
ling taken  after  dark.  Captain  Bateman,  Mr. 
Buegg,  Mr.  Black,  and  Mr.  W.  Burgess,  of  Channel- 
swimming  fame,  [fished  with  little  success  on 
Oct.  15,  and  a  large  crowd  of  night  anglers 
did  but  little.  Mr.  Ling  had  five  pollack  on  the 
foUov^ng  day,  and  some  codling  up  to  41b.  were 
bagged  in  the  evening,  all  well- baited  fish.  The 
strong  south-west  wind  which  prevailed  on  Monday 
prevented  many  from  boat-fishing,  and  the  ranks 
of  pier  anglers  received  a  great  accession,  including 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Waddington,  Miss  La  Thangue,  Mrs. 
Edgar,  and  several  other  ladies.  Meagre  sport  was, 
however,  obtained,  and  night  hours  did  not  witness 
much  improvement.  Mr.  Ladbrook  had  a  fine 
conger,  Mr.  Thomas  six  pollack,  and  Mr.  Ling  three. 
A  few  whiting  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  pier 
head  on  Oct.  18,  and  Mr.  Oarsman,  Mr.  Larkman, 
and  a  few  early  birds  made  some  decent  bags.  Miss 
Dolly  Waddington  having  a  small  catch  later  in  the 
day.  Mr.  Waddington  five  good  pollack,  Mr.andMrs. 
Edgar,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodd,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Couzens  also 
making  good  returns.  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Mr. 
F.  E.  Hay  ward)  patronised  the  pier  in  the  evening, 
and,  though  a  skilled  angler,  he  was  not  satiateid 


ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  Sec. 


CXJI^AG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  In 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
iJowie— Rail  to  Lairg,  thon->e  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  Maoi'-rnvne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Gulag,  Loohinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Buabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
oeiriog,  via  Chirk. 

Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughtorard. 

within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,620 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cook,  and  Snipe  Shooting  In  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  In  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  FAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  and  LOUGH  DERQ, 

KILLALOE. 

TO  ZET  FOB  OCTOBER. 

Preserved  Beach,  good  for  Salmon,  Grilse,  and 
Trout.  Free  Beats  also.  Good  Rough  Shooting 
also  free.— Address,  S.  J.  HURLEY,  Klllaloe, 
Ireland. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

BRIMPTON,  near  READING. 
BERKSHIRE  TROUT  FOR  STOCKING. 


Book  early,  for  delivery  in  October  and 
November,  and  secure  the  best  fish. 
Send  post  card  for  prices  to  Majsagee. 


GRAYLING  FISHING. 

ONE   ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
Feedeeic  Hughes,  Architect.Worcester. 


Royal  Victoria  Hotel,  Killarney 

THE  HOME  OF  THE  ANGLER. 

Beautifully  situated  on  the  shores  of  the 
lower  lake,  a  short  distance  from  the 
railway  station,  and  easy  of  access  to  all 
places  of  interest  in  the  district.  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  generally  very  good. 
Season,  February  1  to  November  1,  the 
lakes  being  stocked  annually  with  thou- 
sands of  Salmon  Fry,  Rainbows,  Loch 
Levens,  and  other  varieties  of  Trout. 
Good  boats,  steady  boatmen  and  fisher- 
men always  in  readiness.  Boarding 
terms  are  arranged  for  visitors  during 
the  winter,  spring,  and  early  summer 
months,  and  every  attention  is  paid  to 
their  comfort.  The  hotel  has  always  en- 
joyed distinguished  patronage.  The  King, 
i  )uko  of  Gonnaught,  and  several  members 
also  of  the  German  Royal  Family  have 
boon  among  its  guests.  Telegraph  office 
and  dark  room  for  photographers  in 
hotel ;  cycle  house.  The  most  exquisite 
views  in  Killarney!  can  be  obtained  from 
Lounge  Hall.  Thje  only  hotel  in  Killar- 
ney at  which  tlie  King  stayed. — Vide 
Killarney  FiSHfea  Report. 


By  WALTER  M.  CALLICHAN 


Fishing:  and  Travel  in  Spain. 

Illustrated.    Cloth  gilt,  5s.  net. 

Field. — "This  is  the  kind  of  work  that  is  too 
little  done.  It  is  the  result  of  personal  experi- 
ence, and  contains  all  that  valuable  information 
which  can  only  be  acquired  on  the  spot." 

Fishing"  in  Wales.  A  thorough 

Guide  for  the  Angler.  Crown  8vo., 
cloth  gilt,  3s.  6d.  net. 

Standard. — ' '  Ifo  angler  can  afford  to  go  to 
Wales  without  putting  this  modest  but  com- 
pendious  little  book  into  his  pocket." 


LONDON :  r.  E.  ROBINSON  &  CO., 
20,  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C. 


TO  PIKE  FISHERMEN. 

H.  JOHNSON'S   Nottingham  -  ma 
Pike  Tackle. 

Send  1/6  for  three  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  quality. 
One  Nottingham  Saddle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead, 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  and  one  Nottingham  Spin- 
ning Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  complete.  50  yards  of  very  strong 
Nottingham-made  Pike  Line,  1/9. — 155,  Water- 
way Street,  Nottingham. 

ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


HERNE  BAY 

ANGLING  COMPETITION 

(Boat  and  Pier), 

OCTOBEB  29,  30,  and  31. 


Open  to  all  Members  of  bona  fide  Angling  Clubs. 


TWENTY-ONE  VALUABLE  PRIZES. 

Entities  olose  on   24t]a.  Octobex*. 


JOSEPH  GRIPPER,  Hon.  Secretary, 

Station  Road,  Heme  Bay. 


October  22,  1904 


THE  FISHING-  GAZETTE 


303 


with  sport.  Major  Seymour,  Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Wood, 
and  a  few  others  who  were  early  upon  the  scene, 
had  each  a  small  number  of  whiting  upon  the  draw 
of  the  flood  tide  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  19,  but  the 
remainder  of  the  day  proved  almost  a  blank,  the 
water  being  exceptionally  clear,  and  the  sunlight 
very  powerful  and  penetrating. — J.  Richabdson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Gorlestou. — Whiting  fishing  has  been  poor  on 
thejwhole,  though  line  fishing  from  boats  has  been 
fair.  Fishing  on  the  Quay,  on  Oct.  17, 1  got  half  a 
dozen  fish  ia  an  hour,  one  weighing  lib.  9|oz. 
Codling  distinctly  shy.  Dogfish  very  hungry. — B. 
M.  Oakeshott. 

Hastings. — Sport  is  excellent  and  fish  good  in 
size  and  quality.  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A-  A. 
out  in  boat  competition  on  the  I2th,  twenty  rods, 
three  hours'  fishing,  3cwt,  3qrs.  To-day  (19th), 
thirteen  rods,  two  hours  and  a  half  fishing, 
Icwt.  251b.,  heaviest  fish — dog  4Jlb.,  conger  3|lb. 
(dense  fog).  Catches  consisting  of  codling,  plaice, 
dabs,  whiting  (good),  dogs,  and  conger.  Pier  fishing 
at  evening  fairly  good  with  codling,  whiting,  and 
flats.  Mr.  Laughton,  on  Oct.  18,  at  St.  Leonards, 
one  codling,  51b.  14oz. — H.  Dowsett. 

Herue  Bay. — Several  good  catches  have  been 
reported  during  the  past  week.  On  October  16 
Messrs.  Wheeler  and  Berman  landed  ten  score  of 
whiting  and  dabs  in  three  hours'  fishing,  and  on 
the  17th  Mr.  Horwell  caught  41b.  8oz.  fishing  two 
hours  ;  another  gentleman  secured  a  whiting  weigh- 
ing lib.  3oz.,  this  is  the  largest  whiting  reported 
this  season  yet.  Readers  are  reminded  that  the 
entries  for  the  Herne  Bay  Angling  Competition 
close  on  Monday. — J.  E.  Geippeb. 

IiOwestoft. — The  fishing  season  is  now  on  us  and 
residents  and  visitors  alike  are  taking  fish  as  fast  as 
possible  from  piers,  boats,  and  beaches.  The 
Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  have  had  s  busy 
week,  two  competitions  from  the  Claremont  Pier 
having  been  carried  out,  and  most  satisfactory 
takes  being  recorded.  On  the  occasion  of  the  com- 
petition held  on  Oct.  13,  Mr.  Ernest  Smith,  pro- 
prietor of  the  popular  Marina  Theatre,  made 
arrangements  with  the  :  British  Mutoscope  and 
Biograph  Co.  to  take  a  series  of  animated  pictures, 
which  have  been  exhibited  at  the  theatre,  and 
which  will  be  shown  at  the  principal  London  and 
provincial  theatres,  and  give  strangers  an  idea 
of  what  angling  at  Lowestoft  is  like.  On  Tuesday 
an  inter-  club  match  with  the  Yarmouth  Club  wm 
fished  on  the  Britannia  Pier,  Yarmouth,  for  a 
handsome  trophy,  value  ten  guineas,  presented  by 
Mr.  J,  W.  Xightingale  on  behalf  of  the  Britannia  Pier 
Company.  Lowestoft  were  successful,  winning  by 
over  131b.  of  fish.  Afterwards  the  twenty  members 
of  thoJLowestof  t  team  were  the  guesta  of  the  Yar- 
mouth Club  at  Goode'a  Hotel,  where  an  enjoyable 
time  vf&s  spent.  The  return  match  is  fixed  for 
Nov.  3  at  Lowestoft.  Another  competition  for  the 
Nockolda  Cup  will  take  place  on  Oct.  20,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  boat  competition  will  be  held  in 
the  South  Roads.  A  match  for  lady  members  will 
be  held  on  Oct.  28,  and  the  Jackson-Scott 
Cup  will  be  fished  for  in  instalments  on 
Nov,  3  and  5,  the  first  twenty  on  each  occa- 
sion to  fish  in  the  final,  which  is  fixed  for 
Nov.  18,  when  thirty-nine  prizes  in  addition  to  the 
cup  will  be  awarded.  I  never  saw  such  fine  fi^h  as 
we  are  having  this  year,  some  notable  catches 
■  having  been  made  from  the  Claremont  Pier  by 
anglers.  Mr.  Kemp,  of  London,  had  about  seventy- 
five  good  fish  the  other  day,  and  had  twelve 
codling  the  day  before.  Mr.  C.  Stocking  and  others 
fishing  on  Tuesday,  had  fine  sport,  and  in  the 
evening  on  the  ebb  I  had  nineteen  whiting  turning 
I  the  scale  at  161b,  Boatman  Walter  Stocks  reports  fine 
catches  in  the  Roads.  On  Oct.  17  one  of  his  patrons 
took  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  whiting  and  a  101b. 
cod.  He  was  also  successful  with  his  clients  in  the 
Norwich  Angling  Society's  match  which  was  fished 
off  here,  Mr.  Bishop  taking  first  prize  with  131b,, 
and  Messrs.  Martin  &  Stockmg  being  tied  for  second 
with  121b.  each.  Anyone  wanting  a  good  man  can 
write.  Stocks,  Yacht  Basin,  Lowestoft,  but  if  he  ia 
booked  he  can  recommend  a  reliable  substitute. — 
H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — Sport  improving.    On  Oct.  12,  Mr. 
I  Trenewen,  B.S.A.S.,   had  14  dogfish  (some  over 
}   101b.  weight),  2  pollack,  12  bream  and  chad,  and 
on  the  15th,  2  doreys  (one  31b,  9Joz.),  2  pollack, 
1  whiting,  6  pouting,  20  bream  and  chad,  2  conger, 
1  crawfish.    Mr.  Gunthorpe  and  Capt.  Gunthorpe 
recently  caught  on  rods  29  large  mackerel,  1  ling. 
3  pollack,  3  gurnard.    On  Oct.  18,  Messrs.  Pool  and 
Fegan  had  on  rods  'U)  gurnard,  20  dogfish,  1  large 
J  mackerel,  1  pollack,  1  scad,  1  conger,  2  wrasse, 
\  1  dorey,  2  whiting.    Some  boatmen  all  night  fishing 
♦  did  well ;  one  catch  at  Newlyn  fetched  35s.  Good 
(  sport  whiffing ;  one  catch,  50 pollack.    Pier  fishing: 
I  Moderate  sport  generally,  but  plenty  of  chad  at 
Newlyn.    Some  bags  have  been  taken  off  the 
O.W.F..  sea-wall.— J.  H.  Rowb  (B.S.A.S.). 


Flymonth. — Sport  has  been  much  better  during 
the  last  week,  and  the  fish  have  been  much  closer 
in  shore.  Some  nice  baskets  of  pollack  have  been 
taken  in  Firestone  Bay,  just  off  the  soldier*'  bathing 
place,  and  off  Devil's  Point.  Some  very  nice  bass 
about  31b.  weight  are  just  at  the  pros  nt  time 
taking  the  bait  very  freely  at  Millbay  Pier,  where 
the  rod  fishermen  are  having  good  sport.  Conger, 
too,  have  been  on  the  feed,  and  plenty  of  fish 
about  81b.  each  cau^be  taken  inside  Drake's  Island. 
These  fish  are  very  fond  of  biting  off  the  hooks, 
and  various  contrivances  have  been  used  to  prevent 
this ;  some  have  mounted  the  hooks  with  very 
stout  gimp,  others  even  with  twisted  wire  strand, 
but  the  plan  that  answers  best  is  to  whip  on  six 
strands  of  soft  sail  twine  and  plait  them  very 
loosely  together :  the  teeth  of  the  conger  get  in 
between  the  strands  and  the  hook  is  saved. 
Mackerel  are  still  being  caught  whiffing — one  boat 
had  fifty-six  on  Oct.  18. — William  Heaedeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — We  have  had  rather  more  east  wind 
this  \  week  than  necessary,  apart  from  that  the 
fishing  has  been  good ;  takes  of  whiting  have  much 
improved  in  size,  varying  between  eight  and  twenty 
score  per  boat,  but  on  1;he  16th,  which  was  a  mag- 
nificent fishing  day,  takes  were  well  in  excess  of  the 
numbers  above  mentioned.  Codling  are  plentiful, 
but  small,  and  fish  above  four  pounds  are  distinctly 
scaxce  ;  but  as  the  herrings  have  now  arrived,  much 
bigger  fish  should  be  had.  The  piers  have  afforded, 
especially  at  night,  good  sport  with  whiting  and 
codliug.  A  few  nice  bass  have  been  taken  from  the 
Marina,  best  fish  about  5lb.  A  fair  number  of  good 
silver  eels  have  been  taken  from  the  harbour. 
Given  no  change  of  weather  the  week-end  prospects 
are  good.    Wind  south-westerly;  foggy. — Gbey 

MULLETT. 

Walton-on-Naze. — The  third  competition  of  the 
Walton-on-Naze  Sea  Angling  Club  was  fished  on 
Oct.  15.  The  water  was  entirely  out  of  condition 
and  the  fish  oS  the  feed.  There  will  be  an  evening 
competition  shortly  when  the  tide  and  moon  are 
favourable. — J.  R.  Robinson. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  has  been  wild  and 
stormy  for  the  last  week  or  two,  and  but  little 
fishing  has  ;been  done,  but  with  a  return  of  mild 
and  sunny  days  the  fish  have  returned.  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  big  catches,  although  at 
Portland  Pier  one  fisherman  captured  six  nice  bass 
scaling  601b.,  largest  141b.  The  mullet  and  bass 
have  returned  to  the  backwater,  and  to-day 
(Oct.  19)  they  were  to  be  seen  playing  around  the 
bridges  in  large  numbers,  fish  averaging  from  lib. 
to  41b.  There  are  also  a  lot  of  flounders  up  on  the 
flats,  but  they  keep  so  close  under  the  weed  that 
they  are  difficult  to  get  at.  Mr.  F.  T.  Ferris,  W.A.A., 
has  taken  eighteen  good-sized  pollack  in  the  harbour 
in  the  evening. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (hon.  sec). 


JlssociaUons,  etc. 


Anglebs'  Association. 

At  Cripplegate  Institute,  Barbican,  E.C,  on  Mon- 
day, Oct.  17,  Mr.  Pbilip  Geen,  the  president  of  the 
Anglers'  Association,  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
delegate  meeting.  Eighty  delegates,  representing 
fifty-three  societies,  were  present.  The  association 
continues  its  increase  in  membership,  which  will  be 
further  augmented  by  memberships  from  a  new 
society,  the  Swan  and  Pike  Angling  Society,  of 
Enfield  Lock,  which  was  enrolled  ;  the  meeting  was 
also  pleased  to  re-enroll  the  Golden  Barbel  Angling 
Society,  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  association's  clubs, 
but  who  had  seceded  early  in  the  year  to  the 
Central  Association.  The  financial  position  is  very 
strong  as  a  good  balance  remains  at  the  bank.  The 
report  of  the  netting  at  Brimsdown  resulting  in 
nearly  one  ton  of  splendid  bream  and  roach  being 
turned  into  the  river  Lea  at  Enfield  Lock  at  a  cost 
of  £3  15s.  was  received  with  applause.  The  presi- 
dent made  an  earnest  appeal  for  more  support  to 
be  given  to  the  work  of  restocking  and  preserving 
public  fisheries  ;  he  also  spoke  upon  other  matters 
he  has  in  hand  which  he  hopes  will  ultimately 
prove  of  service  to  the  angling  public  and  to  the 
benefit  of  the  association. — R.  G.  W. 

Acton  Piscatobial  Society. 

Several  members  fished  in  the  punt  competition 
on  Oct.  13  and  16  at  Richmond.  Easterly  winds 
were  against  heavy  takes.  Tho  compotitition  was 
keenly  contested  upon  weighing  at  club  house ;  all 
roach  over  Sin.,  dace  7in.  Mr.  B.  Babbs,  winner  of 
the  cup,  51b.  Ooz.,  first;  Mr.  W.  Howell,  second; 
Mr.  F.  Sellers,  third ;  and  Mr.  H.  Davall,  fourth. 
All  were  piloted  by  H.  Mansell,  Richmond. — W. 
Howell,  bee. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
On  Oct.  12,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  business  of 
the  usual  Weekly  meeting,  the  secretary,  Mr.  A. 
Derry,  read  a  paper,  entitled,  "  The  Thames    ;  Mr. 


E.  Blagrave  presided  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wood- 
Barrett,  who  was  indisposed.  Mr.  Derry  dealt  with 
the  Thames  not  only  as  a  pleasure  resort  in  the 
summer  for  boating,  etc.,  but  as  a  resort  for 
hundreds  of  anglers,  both  in  summer  and  winter. 
He  also  discussed  at  soma  length  the  rights  of 
riparian  owners,  the  legal  position  of  the  angler 
upon  navigable  rivers,  and  the  possibility  of 
salmon  being  caught  again  in  the  Thames,  and  he 
hoped  the  time  would  never  arrive  when  a  vast  and 
increasing  body  of  anglers  might  be  deprived  of  the 
fishing  and  other  benefits  they  had  so  long  enjoyed. 
A  concert  followed,  and  our  thanks  are  due  to 
Messrs.  T.  Adams,  Harlington,  H.  Jones,  Marks, 
Smedmore,  and  Sharrah  for  their  contributions 
to  the  programme,  and  to  Mr.  GilUngham  who 
accompanied.  The  usual  loyal  toast  brought  a 
pleasant  evening  to  a  close.  A  new  member  was 
proposed,  and  two  hon.  members  elected. — E.  B. 
Beitish  Sea  Anglebs'  Society. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
business  meeting  on  Wednesday.  Agents'  station 
reports  showed  that  the  weather  of  the  last  week 
had  sadly  interfered  with  sport.  At  Harwich  the 
new  agent,  Mr.  Winlove,  of  the  Pier  Hotel,  reported 
good  catches  of  whiting  and  codling.  At  Walton- 
;  on-Naze  and  Burnham-on-Crouch  whiting  and  flat- 
fish plentiful  (281b.  a  boat  not  uncommon).  Deal. 
— Fishing  good  all  round,  Messrs,  Roberts  and 
Rhodes  reporting  takes  of  thirteen  and  a  half  score 
sundries  on  each  of  two  successive  days,  and  three 
score  in  a  few  hours  on  the  third.  Whiting  of  fair 
size,  but  hungry  looking  and  poorly  fed.  Pier  fish- 
ing fair  and  improving,  Messrs.  E.  B.  Waddington, 
Thomas  and  Lines  having  secured  over  twenty 
pollack,  and  two  cod  of  12|lb.  each  had  been  taken. 
Wednesday's  telegram. — Sport  good,  cod  coming 
on,  18lb.  taken  by  Mr.  Hussey.  Seaford  and 
Brighton. — Good  sport  interfered  with  by  weather. 
Bognor. — Rough,  no  sport.  Penzance. — Mr.  Trene- 
wen had  two  fine  J ohn  Dorys,  with  other  fish ;  Mr. 
Vivian  Williams  (both  members)  had  good  sport 
with  the  pollack.  A  letter  from  a  member 
away  with  the  Fleet,  describod  the  fishing 
on  the  Scotch  coast  at  Ullapool,  Stornoway, 
and  Rathmullen  as  being  good.  ^Pollack  up  to  71b., 
plentiful,  and  all  good  fighters.  Mr.  Summers,  at 
Newhaven,  fair  takes  up  to  81b.  and  91b.,  but  the 
fish  about  ran  very  small,  but  in  enormous  number. 
Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon,  off  the  Bank  Buoy  at  Deal,  took 
150  in  two  hours,  two  of  them  fine  fish — a  21b.  dab, 
and  found  salt  sprat  a  more  killing  bait  than  lug- 
worm.  Messrs,  Boyton,  Waller,  and  Tucker  also 
tried  the  sprat,  but  preferred  the  worm  ;  they  took 
six  and  a  half  and  thirteen  and  a  half  score  whiting, 
six  dabs,  three  "dogs,"  andabullhead.  Mr.J.Mallett 
had  nine  score  good  whiting.  Mr.  Zaahnsdorf 
had  good  sport  at  Southwick.  Mr.  Pickup,  the 
secretary,  reported  having  received  a  very  fine 
whiting  weighing  41b.  15oz.,  one  of  imusual  size, 
and  sent  it  to  Mr.  Gear  who  had  exhibited  the 
beautiful  cast  of  head  of  cod,  but,  unfortunately,  it 
was  not  in  condition  to  use.  The  number  of  atten- 
dances at  the  Society's  tackle  show  last  week 
exceeded  1000  in  the  three  days,  and  a  large 
accession  of  members  resulted.  For  the  special 
subject  of  the  evening  the  chair  was  then  occupied 
by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  who,  in  a  short  introductory 
speech,  introduced  Mr.  Hubert  Bass,  telling  him 
that  he  should  not  agree  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  his  paper  —  "  The  Nationalisation 
of  the  Fishery  Industry  of  the  United  Kingdom." 
Mr.  Bass  then  read  his"  paper,  receiving  very  close 
attention  from  a  large  audience.  Space  will  not 
admit  of  a  full  report  of  this  most  interesting  paper, 
but  it  will  appear  in  a  subsequent  issue.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Bass  was  duly  replied  to,  and  the 
subject  for  next  week  announced  as  a  discussion  on 
"Practice  versus  Theory,"  to  be  opened  by  Mr.  F.  G 
Aflalo.— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
f  There  was  a  very  animated  scene  at  the  meeting 
at  Broad-street  Restaurant,  E.C,  on  Oct.  18,  when 
(Mr.  H.  G.  Lee  presiding)  the  many  participants  in 
the  very  successful  outing  to  Leigh  and  Southend 
that  day  "  weighed  in "  their  catches — which,  in 
most  cases,  were  quite  up  to  or  beyond  the  average 
in  point  of  size.  The  best,  that  of  Mr.  T.  Gilbert, 
who  had  managed  the  outing,  being  very  nearly 
15lb.,  three  heaviest  fish  4^1b.  ;  Mr,  Mosely,  141b, 
lOoz,,  three  heaviest,  3lb.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Canton, 
1  lib.  9oz.,  three  heaviest,  31b. ;  Mr.  Hollands, 
111b.  8oz.,  three  heaviest,  31b,  2oz. ;  Mr.  F.  Gilbert, 
9lb.  5oz.,  best  three,  2lb.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Higga,  61b.  5oz., 
best  three,  21b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Dryden,  best  three, 
21b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Beamont,  best  three,  21b.  loz. ; 
Messrs.  Begernie,  Bennett,  Gilbert,  jun.,  Hurren, 
Ritchie,  Tnompson,  Vincent,  and  others  also 
having  catches  more  or  less  considerable.  Other 
fishing  reports  were  Mr.  A.  Graham,  trout,  from 
the  North  of  Scotland ;  whilst  Mr.  F,  James,  from 
the  society's  water,  had  taken  a  second  good  pike 
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of  nearly  71b.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanka  was  passed 
to  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  for  his  very  successful  manage- 
ment of  the  Southend  outing,  Mr.  Gilbert  being 
also  awarded  the  prize  rod  {for  the  best  catch  of 
the  day)  presented  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson.  In 
the  course  of  the  evening  a  gentleman,  previously 
proposed,  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  and  it 
was  announced  that  at  the  next  meeting  an  outing 
to  Burnham-on-Crouch  would  be  arranged,  to  take 
place  as  soon  as  possible.  The  toast  of  the  success- 
ful angler,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  also  that  of  the  C.L.P.S., 
having  been  duly  honoured,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  terminated  the  proceedings.  It 
may  be  mentioned,  re  Burnham-on-Crouch,  that  a 
very  nice  catch  of  good  whiting  from  that  place 
(taken  by  a  non  member)  was  shown  during  the 
evening. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was 
held  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Close.  A  fine 
specimen  of  the  Canadian  game  bass  was  exhibited 
by  Mr.  Z  erf  ass,  who  had  received  it  from  a  friend 
living  in  Ontario.  It  was  very  artistically  set  up, 
and  will  form  a  welcome  addition  to  the  walls  of 
the  Bristol  room,  full  though  it  is  of  specimen  fish. 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  showed  a  tray  of  capital  roach, 
varying  from  lib.  8oz.  to  |lb.,  dace  up  to  ^Ib.  and 
some  nice  jack,  forming  part  of  a  catch  in  private 
water  on  Tuesday  morning.  Mr.  Zerfass  reported  a 
good  take  of  roach  and  jack  from  the  same  place, 
and  Mr.  Gill  had  some  fine  roach  from  private 
water.  Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward  had  some  fine  dabs  from 
ToUesbury.  This  place  is  at  present  very  difficult 
to  fiah,  but  Mr.  Hayward  is  fortunate  in  knowing 
several  yachtsmen,  and  it  was  from  one  of  [their 
yachts  that  he  had  such  good  sport. — Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 
The  meeting  on  Oct.  19,  over  which  Mr.  J.  C. 
Webb  presided,  was  probably  one  of  the  most 
interesting  which  the  society  has  held,  Mr.  Schole- 
field,  hon.  curator,  gave  his  promised  dissertation 
upon  "Fish  StuflSng."  By  means  of  a  handsome 
perch  of  2^1b.,  his  remarks  were  practically  illus- 
trated, and  before  the  eyes  of  those  present  the  fish 
was  with  deft  fingers  skinned,  stuffed,  and  finally 
coloured,  and  so  transformed  into  a  thing  of  beauty 
and  joy  for  ever,  more  or  less.  Needless  to  say,  a 
most  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded,  and  in 
replying,  Mr.  Scholefield  kindly  offered  to  give 
practical  instruction  upon  any  doubtful  points  to 
aspiring  amateur  taxidermists.  Judging  by  the 
interest  displayed  some  amusing  first  attempts  will 
Boon  be  on  view.  Angling  reports  were  almost  non- 
existent, but  Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  has  taken  thirty 
roach  from  the  Lea,  best  seven  averaging  lib. ;  Mr. 
Baker,  good  class  roach  from  our  Barford  fishery  ; 
and  from  the  same  water,  Mr.  Westrup,  good  roach, 
and  perch  up  to  lib.  2oz. — G.  W. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
!*Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  our  last  mseting.  Mr. 
F.  I  Sowerbutts  was  elected  a  member.  As  our 
recent  musical  evening  was  so  successful  we  intend 
holding  another.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
next  Tuesday  to  make  arrangements  for  same, 
also  to  consider  other  important  business.  Mr.  S. 
Stone  has  weighed  in  since  Oct.  5,  661b.  IJoz.  of 
roach,  dace,  and  grayling.  Mr.  F.  Berry,  291b.  8oz. 
of  chub,  barbel,  and  roach.  Several  other  members 
have  been  out  but  have  not  met  with  much  siiccess. 
_H.  C.  M.  (Hon.  Sec.) 

Piscatorial  Society. 
There  was  an  excellent  budget  of  angling  news 
presented  on  Monday  evening,  the  chair  at  the 
weekly  meeting  being  occupied  by  Mr.  Hugh  T. 
Sheringham.  The  society's  esteemed  vice-president, 
Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  had  had  another  big  chub  from 
out  the  Avon  weighing  5lb.  14oz.    This  makes  four 
grand  fish  he  has  taken  this  season,  the  combined 
weight  being  251b.  9oz.  Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Walker 
was  heartily  congratulated  upon  his  last  catch. 
Mr.  Walker's  son  also  had  four  pike,  scaling  421b. 
8oz.    Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  had  grayling  from  the 
Itchen  up  to  lib.  12oz.  in  weight,  and  Mr.  Robt.  C. 
Blundell  several  grayling  from  the  same  river  of 
good  size,  principally  on  Bradshaw's  Fancy.  Mr, 
H.  P.  Thompson  had  caught  numbers  of  roach  and 
other  fish  at  Christchurch  but  failed  to  land  any 
specimens.    The  weather  was  of  the  worst — gales 
and  rain  storms  alternating  whilst  he  was  fishing. 
The  chairman  had  a  good  day  with  the  dace  at 
Isleworth,  getting  several  dozen  with  the  fly.  At 
Newbury,  Mr.  M.  Colics  hewi  a  couple  of  pike,  and 
Mr.  Robert  Bradford  one  fish — the  weights  were 
not  given.    Mr.  .T.  E.  Evans  did  well  with  whiting 
and  other  sea  fish  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Deal. 
For  himself  and  two  friends  the  bag  was  22  score, 
and  this  huge  take  was  made  in  four  hours.  Mr. 
Evans  mentioned  an  unusual  episode  in  this  con- 
nection.  The  three  fishers  had  a  tug  at  the  same 
moment — at  the  identical  time  each  struck,  and 
each  brought  up  three  whitiiig,'one  on  each  hook. 


CLOSE]  OF  THE  SALMON  ANGLINrx 
SEASON  ON  THE  TAY. 


The  rod  fishing  on  the  river  Tay  and  its  tributaries 
(excepting  the  river  Earn,  which  does  not  close  till 
Oct.  31)  closed  on  Saturday  (Oct.  15).  Taking  it 
all  over,  the  season  just  closed,  so  far  as  salmon  are 
concerned,  has  been  an  average  one,  but  as  regards 
grilse  it  is  much  below  the  average.  Grilse  have 
been  scarce  all  the  season.  Last  year  there  was  too 
much  water,  but  this  year  there  has  been  too  little. 
One  or  two  good  floods  took  place  sufficiently  high 
to  bring  up  fish  had  they  kept  up,  but  they  foil 
back  so  quick  that  before  the  river  cleared  up 
suitable  for  fish  running  it  got  too  low,  with  the 
result  that  the  great  body  of  the  fish  that  were  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  did  not  run  higher  up. 
It  was  not  until  the  last  week  of  the  fishmg  that 
the  river  got  fairly  well  stocked  with  new  run  fish, 
many  of  them  being  silvery  with  sea  lice  on  them. 

The  moat  successful  lure,  as  usual,  was  the  fly. 
Very  few  fish  have  been  killed  with  bait  of  any 
kind.  The  following  is  a  record  of  the  fish  got  on 
most  of  the  principal  beats  since  the  nets  went  off : — 


Atjtomn,  1904. 


Name  of  Beat. 


Meikleour   

Islamouth   

Upper  Cargill  

Lower  Cargill  

Willies  Stone  

Upper  Stobhall   

Lower  Stobhall   

Burnmouth   

Burnmouth-Stobhall  . . . 

Catholes  

Upper  Stanley   

Lower  Stanley   

Benchill  

Upper  Battleby   

Lower  Battleby  and  Bertha 


Salmon. 
No.  WeiRht. 
14  158^ 


Grilse. 
No.  Weight. 
19  123 


9 
8 
22 
13 


133i 
123 
393J 
228 


77  1491 
28  496 


10 
11 
6 
4 
12 
13 
17 
23 


186 
180 

85  J 

53 
206 
216 
309 
385J 


16 

6 


18 
14 
9 
15 
8 
3 
21 
18 
20 
37 


lllj 
41 
47 
30 
139 
103 
71 
100 
48 
20 
142J 
117^ 
135i 
246J 


267    4644J     216  1475J 
Average:  salmon,  17'391b.  each;  grilse,  6"831b.  each. 

The  total  catch  over  the  same  beats]  for  the 
corresponding  period  in  the  previous  three  years  : — 
Salmon.  Grilse. 
No.       lb.      Average.         No.       11).  Average. 

1901  ...  288    5303    18-931b.       267    1848  6-891b. 

1902  ...  188    3515    19-05lb.       371  3111i8-471b. 

1903  ...  465    8807J  19-071b.      406    2873|  7-071b. 
Heavy  fish  have  been  rather  scarce  this  season. 
Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  London,  landed  the  heaviest 

fish  of  the  season,  fishing  from  the  bank  on  the  free 
water  at  Orchard  Neuk,  opposite  Kinfauns,  on 
Sept.  30.  It  weighed  451b,  The  next  heaviest  fish 
was  caught  by  Mr.  A,  Coats  on  Upper  Stobhall  on 
Aug.  30,  weight  431b.  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  had  also 
a  fish  of  431b.  on  same  water  on  Oct.  10,  and  Mr. 
J.  J.  Barclay  one  of  same  weight  on  Sept.  20  on 
Lower  Stobhall. 

The  heaviest  fish  caught  last  season  by  rod  was 
got  by  Mr,  P.  M.  Coats  on  Upper  Stobhall  beat  on 
Oct.  14,  weight  511b.  The  heaviest  for  season 
1902  was  one  of  46^1b.,  caught  on  Scone  Park 
water  by  Mr.  Mason,  while  the  heaviest  for  season 
1901  was  one  of  471b.,  caught  by  Mr.  T.  Butter  on 
Upper  Taymount  water. 

Among  the  best  fished  beats  were  Upper  and 
Lower  Stobhall,  the  best  day's  sport  being  got  on 
Upper  Beat  on  Oct.  12,  when  Messrs.  A.  Coats 
P.  M.  Coats,  and  P.  D.  Malloch  landed  twelve  fish 
weighing  2281b.,  their  next  best  day  being  twelve 
fish  of  209Jlb.  on  the  closing  day,  while  the  lower 
beat  yielded  seven  fish  weighing  135 Jib.  to  the 
same  anglers. 

The  best  day's  sport  on  Battleby  and  Bertha 
beats  was  got  on  Oct.  13,  when  Major-General 
Baden-Powell,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  Mrs.  Coats,  and 
Miss  Meiggs  landed  nine  fish  weighing  1491b»  Mr. 
Coats'  house  party,  fishing  on  Stobhall,  Battleby, 
and  Bertha  beats,  caught  since  the  nets  went  off 
234  fish,  weighing  3305|lb. 

Lord  Cairns  and  party,  including  Lord  Hardwicke, 
Hon.  R.  Ward,  and  Lady  Chesterfield,  fishing 
Cargill,  Willies  Stone,  and  Burnmouth  beats  from 
Sept.  1,  had  fair  sport,  Lord  Cairns'  best  day  being 
nine  fish  of  1611b.  on  Cargill. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Murray,  of  Taymount,  and  party,  fishing 
Upper  and  Lower  Taymount  water,  killed  upwards 
of  ninety  salmon. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Trevelyn  Martin  and  party,  in- 
cluding Mr.  F.  La  Tour  Mason  and  Miss  E.  Maxwell 
Lyte,  fishing  on  Stanley  water  from  Aug.  22,  killed 
in  all  forty  fish  weighing  42Hlb. 

Meikleour  water  was  fished  "by  Mr.  W.  T.  Crawshay 
and  party,  including  Captain  J.  W.  St.  L.  Wheble, 
Captain  Sandeman,  Mr.  Bowring,  and  Miss  Brad- 
shaw,  their  be.st  day  yielding  five  fish,  55Jlb. 

Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  and  party,  fishing  Upper 
and  Lower  Ballathie  beats,  had  fair  sport. 


Islamouth  beat  was  fished  by  Lord  Blythswood 
and  party,  including  Admiral  Lord  Clanwilliam, 
Lord  Lansdowne,  General  Campbell,  the  Bishop  of 
London,  and  Mr.  Paget,  the  best  day's  sport  being 
got  by  Lord  Lansdowne  with  five  fish  of  52Jlb. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Beddington  and  party,  including  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Claude  Beddington  and  Mr.  Lacy  Clarke 
fished  Benchill  and  Catholes  beats,  their  best  day' 
sport  being  four  fish  of  801b. 

Upper  Cargill  was  fished  {by  Mr.  Ernest  Moon 
K.C.,  of  Balholmie,  and  parly ;  while  Burnmouth- 
Stobhall  beat  was  fished  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P. 
up  to  Oct.  8.  The  best  days  sport  on  Burn 
mouth-Stobbhall  was  seven  fish  of  91ilb.  caugh 
by  Miss  Sybil  Drummond  on  Oct,  11,  Mr.  John 
Park  and  party,  fishing  Dunkeld  water  since  the  ne'^ 
went  off,  killed  eleven  fish,  123ilb. 

Murthly  Castle  water  was  fished  by  Mr.  Thoa 
Birkin  and  party,  when  twenty  fish  were  killed; 
while  fair  sport  has  been  had  by  Mr.  J,  A,  Shepherd 
and  party  on  Delvine  water. 

The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  the 
principal  beats  during  the  last  five  days  of  th 
fishing :  — 

Meikelour. — Fishing  this  water  on  October  13, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Crawshay  killed  one  fish  of  18  Jib.,  and 
on  the  15th  a  grilse  of  71b. ;  on  the  13th  Capt. 
Sandeman  caught  one  salmon  of  151b.,  and  three 
grilse  of  8Jlb.,  7ilb.,  and  61b.,  and  on  15th  a  fish  ol 
141b.,  while  Mr.  Bowring  had  one  of  16 Jib.,  and  a 
grilse  of  81b. 

Islamouth. — Lord  Lansdowne,  fishing  this  water 
on  Oct.  12,  caught  two  salmon  of  171b.  and  16lb., 
and  three  grilse  of  7 Jib.,  71b.,  and  51b.;  and  on 
Oct.  14,  Mr.  C.  Paget,  one  fish,  19Jlb. 

Upper  Cargill. — Fishing  on  Oct,  12,  Mr,  E.  Mooa 
had  two  fish  of  171b.  each,  and  a  grilse  of  71b. 

Lower  Cargill. — Lord  Cairns,  fishing  this  water 
on  Oct.  13,  killed  one  fish  of  181b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
61b. ;  and  on  Oct.  15,  seven  salmon  of  161b„  171b., 
181b.,  181b.,  241b.,  251b.,  and  251b.,  and  two  grilse 
of  61b.  and  121b. 

Willies  Stone, — On  Oct,  12,  Lord  Hardwick 
caught  one  fish  of  231b. ;  on  13th,  Lord  Cairns  ha 
three  fish  of  221b„  191b.,  and  141b.,  and  two  grils 
of  61b.  and  71b,,  and  on  14th,  a  grilse  of  61b. 

Upper  Stobhall. — Fishing  tliis  water,  on  Oct. 
12,  Mr.  A,  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  landed  ten 
fish  of  161b„  151b.,  251b.,  141b.,  14Ib.,  251b.,  191b., 
181b.,  211b.,  and  201b.,  and  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  two 
fish  of  171b.  and  241b.  On  Oct.  14,  Mr.  Archd. 
Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  seven  fish  of  211b. 
101b.,  9lb.,  231b.,  151b.,  191b.,  and  211b.;  and  from 
the  second  boat,  Major-GSen.  Baden- Powell  and  Mr. 
P.  M.  Coats  had  five  fish  of  171b.,  18lb..  191b.,  201b-, 
and  231b.,  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  71b.  On  Oct. 
15,  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  killed 
eight  salmon  of  161b.,  171b.  171b.,  181b.,  191b.,  211b., 
231b.,  281b.,  and  a  grilse  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  P,  M,  Coats, 
two  fish  of  18Jlb.  and  181b.,  and  a  grilse  of  91b. 

Burnmouth. — Lord  Cairns,  fishing  this  beat  on 
Oct,  12,  killed  two  salmon  of  251b.  and  241b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  71b, ;  and  on  Oct.  14  Lord  Hardwicke  had 
one  fish  of  191b.,  and  Mr.  Claude  Beddington  a 
grilse  of  81b. 

Burnmouth-Stobhall. — Fishing  this  stretch  on 
Oct.  13  Miss  Beatrice  Savilo  caught  one  fish  of  141b., 
and  Miss  Richelieum  one  fish  of  201b.,  and  two 
grilse  of  91b.  suid  71b. ;  while  on  Oct,  15  Miss  Savile 
had  a  grilse  of  7  lb. 

Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  on  Oct.  12 
killed  one  fish  of  221b. ;  whUe  on  Oct.  14  Mr,  Mason 
landed  two  of  191b.  and  151b. 

Benchill. — Fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  13  Mr.  C. 
Beddington  killed  one  fish  of  211b.,  and  on  Oct.  15 
a  grilse  of  4Jlb. ;  while  Mr.  H.  M.  Beddington  had  a 
grilse  of  51b. 

Battleby  and  Bertha. — On  Oct.  12,  Mrs.  Coats 
had  one  grilse  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  Lamb  a  fish  of  221b., 
and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  71b-  On  Oct,  13,  Major- 
General  Baden-Powell  and  Mr.  P-  M.  Coats  landed 
two  salmon  of  231b.  and  211b.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b. 
On  Oct.  14,  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  and  Mrs.  Coats  killed 
one  fish  of  171b.,  and  two  grilse  of  8Jlb.  and  7Jlb«  ; 
while  on  Oct.  15,  Major-General  Baden-Powell  had 
one  grilse  of  8Jlb.,  and  Mrs.  Coats  one  fish  of  221b. 
and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.  A.  A. 


Great  Central  Railway. — We  have  received  a 
copy  of  the  Great  Central  Company's  A. B.C.  pro- 
gramme of  excursion  facilities  from  London  (Mary- 
lebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich  and  Metropolitan 
stations  to  the  Midlands  and  the  North.  On  Satur- 
days, October  22,  November  5  and  19,  and  Decem- 
ber 3,  excvirsion  bookings  are  announced  for  two, 
three,  five  or  eight  days  to  numerous  towns  and 
holiday  resorts  ;  also  on  Sundays,  October  23, 
November  6  and  20,  and  December  4,  for  certain 
stations,  leaving  Marylebone  at  11.15  a.m.  Cheap 
week-end  tickets  are  issued  every  Friday  and  Satur- 
day to  all  the  principal  inland  and  seaside  pleasure 
resorts  in  the  Midlands,  North  of  England,  and 
Scotland. 


October  22,  1904 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


305 


HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS 

SEII  mm  FESTIVilL 


WILL  TAKE  PLACE  ON 


NOVEMBER  12, 13,  &  14,  1904. 
PRIZES  VALUE  £100  (54  FRIZES) 

Including  Four  Challenge  Cups  and  One  Trophy. 


THREE  COMPETITIONS 

VIZ.  :  FROM 

Boats,  The  Hastings  Pier,  and  St.  Leonards  Pier. 

IN  THE  BOAT  COMPETITION 

"  The  South  of  England  Sea  Anpg  Championship  Trophy" 

(at  present  held  by  the  West  Hampstead  Association)  and 

"THE  HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS  CHALLENGE  GUP" 

(at  present  held  by  the  Bath  Angling  Association)  and 

THE    "LEWIS  ABBOTT"  CUP 

WILL  BE  COMPETED  FOR. 

(Open  to  all  Members  of  bona-flde  Angling  Clubs  in  the  United  Kingdom.) 


OTHER  PRIZES  CAK  BE  FISHED  FOR  BY  UNATTACHED  ANGLERS. 

ENTRY  FORMS  and  Further  Particulars  can  be  obtained  from  l\^essrs.  A.  A.  BARTRAM  and 
H.  DOW  SETT,  10,  YORK  BUILDINGS,  HASTINGS.         Entries  close  Tuesday,  November  8. 


NOW  READY. 


NEW  WORK  BY  AN  OLD  PUBLISHER. 

After  Work: 

Fragments  from  the  Workshop  of 
an  Old  PubHsher. 

BY  EDWARD  MARSTON,  F.R.G.S. 

("THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER.") 


With  25  full-page  plates.    Medium  8vo.,  10s.  net  {postage  5d.). 


^55  : 15  s  6  will  be  distributed  as  Gratuities  to  the  Boatmen.   i.O/^  for  Boatmen 
attending  Winner  of  Trophy.    S/-  for  Boatmen  attending  other  Winners. 


ROYiLL   CHORAL  SOCIETY 

(ROYAL    ALBERT  HALL). 

Patron    HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

Conductor    Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O.,  Mus.D. 

THIRTY-FOURTH    SEASON,  1904-05. 

PROSPECTUS. 

The  SERIES  will  comprise  EIGHT  CONCERTS,  at  which  the  following 
Works  will  be  performed : — 


Xov. 
Dec. 
Jan. 


'Elijah. " 
'  Hiawatha.' 
'Messiah.' 


Ton    9«    {"  The  Witch's  Daughter  "  (Mackenzie), 

Jan.  io.  Childhood  of  Christ "  (Berlioz). 

Feb.   16.     "  I'aust  "  (Berlioz). 

Mar.    8.     "  The  Apostles  '  (Elgar). 

Mo„    9n    ("  Acis  and  Galatea  "  and    1  ti„„,i„i 

Mar.  30.  |.<ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  Day" [ 

April  21.  "Messiah." 

The  following  Artists  have  been  engaged : 


Madame  Suzanne  Adams. 
Madame  Hobrino. 
Miss  Evangeline  Florence. 
Miss  Agnes  ^fichoUs. 
Madame  de  Vere. 
Miss  Kate  Anderson, 
^ladame  Clara  Butt. 
-Miss  Ada  Crossley. 
Madame  Kirkby  Lunn. 
Miss  Edna  Thornton. 
Miss  Lalla  Parry. 
Afr.  Ben  Davies. 
Mr.  William  Green. 


Mr.  Lloyd  Chaiidos. 
Mr.  Charles  Saunders. 
Mr.  .lohn  Harrison. 
Mr.  Fred  Norcup. 
Mr.  Andrew  Black. 
Mr.  Watkin  Mills. 
Mr.  D.  Ffrangcon-Davies. 
Mr.  Kennerley  Rumford. 
Mr.  Dan  Price. 
Mr.  Frederick  F^analow. 
Mr.  Dalton  Baker. 
Mr.  Harry  Dearth. 
Mr.  Montague  Borwell. 


Organist— Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000  performers. 
Of  the  Eight  Concerts  to  be  given,  seven  will  be  included  in  the  Subscription  Series.  Prices 
of  subscription  for  these  seven  concerts  :  Stalls,  £2  2«.  ;  arena,  £1  15s.  ;  balcony  (reserved),  £1  8k. 

Prices  of  tickets  for  each  concert:  Stalls,  7«.  (id.  :  arena,  68.  ;  balcony  (reserved),  5s.  ;  un- 
reserved, 4x. 

Subscribers'  names  can  now  lie  received,  seats  secured,  and  prospectuses  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Koyal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  agents. 

FIRST  CONCERT,  THURSDAY,  November  10,  at  8. 

Mendelssohn's  ELI.IAH. 
Artists  :  Madame  Suzasne  Adam.s,  Miss  Ada  Cro.sslev,  Mr.  JoiiN  HARRISON,  and 
Mr.  Daltos  Bakkr. 

There  are  still  a  few  VACANCIES  in  the  CHOIB  for  TENORS  and  BASSES.  Only  those  who 
nave  good  and  powerful  voices,  and  who  can  read  vocal  music  easily  at  first  sight  will  be  accepted. 
Addres-i  the  Secretary,  Koyal  Choral  Society,  lioynl  Albert  Hall,  S.W. 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

Ao  HlDgtrated  Frencb  Angling  Paper,  pnbllibeil  the  Ist  and  IStb  of  each  month. 

Anrnuil  Subscription,  48, 
All  commnnlcktloni  should  be  addresied  to  the  Dlrectors^Wnna  Fbi  i&bBi  80,  QimI  de  LouTre,  Parla, 


Mr.  Mapston's  reeoUeetions  of  over  sixty  years'  eonneetion  with 
books  and  publishing  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  greatest  interest  to 
everyone  eonneeted  in  any  -way  with  literature.  Many  names 
appear  that  will  arrest  the  reader's  attention— the  original  Sampson 
Low,  the  Harpers,  Samuel  Warren.  G.  P.  R.  James,  Sir  E.  B.  Lytton, 
Dickens,  Mrs.  Stowe,  George  Catlin,  Charles  Reade,  Hugo,  Tauehnitz, 
R.  D.  Blaekmore,  Clark  Russell,  Black,  Colonel  Burnaby,  Verne, 
Stanley,  and  others  of  note  in  the  literary  world. 

THE  TIMES.— 

"  An  extremely  modest  record  of  a  long  life  .  .  .  and  it  is  characterised  not  only  by 
modesty,  but  also  by  the  initis  sapientia  of  a  just  and  successful  man  of  business.  .  .  .  The 
spirit  in  which  it  is  written,  and  its  literaiy  ability — which  thei  author  himself  undervalues — 
will  ensure  it  a  welcome." 

DAILY  CHRONICLE.— 

"Humour  and  pathos,  ol)3ervation  and  reflection,  anecdote  and  story— Mr.  Marston's 
memories  are  stored  with  these.  .  .  ,  What  is  the  real  charm  of  autobiography  ?  Perhaps  it 
is  to  remain  natural  and  human  in  print,  and  these  pages  have  the  touch  and  picturesque- 
ness  of  Mr.  Marston  as  a  personality.  ...  It  is  good  to  have  lived  a  book  like  this  and 
written  it,  and  whoever  loves  literature,  and  regards  a  man,  will  he  the  better  and  wiser  for 
reading  it." 

THE  ATHEN>EUM.— 

"  These  Fragments,  which  Mr.  Marston  has  put  forth  with  so  much  modesty,  are  full  of 
interest  .  .  .  and  last  of  all  of  the  author  to  whom  we  owe  this  delightful  book." 

STANDARD.— 

"  Mr.  Jlarston  !ha3  known  intimately  many  celebrated  authors,  and  has  encountered 
travellers,  men  of  science,  philanthropists,  and  other  conditions  of  men.  They  have 
impressed  themselves  on  a  strong  memory,  and  the  result  is  well  worth  reading.  .  .  .  Mr. 
Marston's  animated  pages  touch  upon  other  matters  besides  the  making  and  producing  of 
books.    We  get  an  occasional  glimpse  of  him  as  an  angler,  &c." 

THE  DAILY  MAIL.— 

"Mr.  Marston,  who  will  be  eighty  next  year,  has  written  these  reminiscences  in  the  form 
of  rough  notes  of  the  eight  decades  in  which  he  has  lived,  and  has  not,  we  are  quite  sure,  by 
any  means  exhaustediithe  interest  [of  the  material  at  his  disposal.  But  even  these  rough 
notes  are  full  of  good  reading." 

BRITISH  WEEKLY.— 

"A  warm  welcome  is  due  to  ^Ir.  Edward  Marston's  Reminiscences  .  .  .  for  a  large 
portion  of  this  time  he  has  been  in  the  very  heart  of  things.  ...  It  is  a  most  pleasing 
and  satisfactory  memorial  of  a  distinguished  and  honourable  career." 

M.  A.  P.— '<  A  Book  to  Look  out  For." 

"  But  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  of  the  famous  firm  of  Sampson  Low,  Maraton 
&  Co.,  who  contributes  this  week's  '  Chapter  of  Autobiography,' such  a  state  of  affairs  did 
not  exist  except  in  the  later  years  of  Mr.  Marston's  long  and  honoural)le  active  career.  In 
his  contribution  to  this  number  Mr.  Marston  confines  himself  strictly  to  the  '  Days  of  his 
Youth,"  and  in  no  way  anticipates  his  full  reminiscences  published  this  week  by  Mr.  Heine- 
mann  under  the  title  of  'After  Work,'  in  which  one  gets  a  most  interesting  picture  of  the 
intimate  relations  which  formerly  prevailed  between  iiublisher  and  author." 

JAMES'S  GAZETTE.— 

"  It  is  a  shock  to  certain  established  notions  to  read  Mr.  Marston's  pages.  Certainly, 
Barabbas  &  Co.  live  in  a  very  different  street.  Here  is  a  publisher  who  confesses  to  having 
had  dealings  with  eight  or  ten  thousand  authors,  and  who  seems  to  have  enjoyed  with 
most!  of  them  a  friendship  which,  in  the  case  of  Stanley  and  Blaekmore  and  some  others, 
amounted  to  intimacy  of  the  closest  kind.  ...  It  is  an  interesting  record  of  times  when 
publishing  was  a  more  leisurely  and  possibly  more  dignified  business  than  it  is  now." 

THE  FIELD.— 

"  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  for  much  more  than  half-a-oentury  an  honoured  name  among 
publishers,  gives  us  '  Fragments  from  his  Workshop.'  .  .  .  There  are  thousands  of  good 
fishermen  who  know  him  as  'The  Amateur  Angler.'  .  .  .  Indeed  it  is  all  interesting  and  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  history  of  modern  literature." 

From  the  DAILY  GRAPHIC— 

"Mr.  Edward  iMarston,  whose  reminiscences,  'After  Work,'  are  coming  from  Heinemaun 
this  autumn,  has  been  the  doyen  of  the  publishing  trade  since  the  death  of  Mr.  George 
Smith,  of  '  Dictionary  of  National  Biography '  fame.  This  is  by  no  means  the  first  time 
that  Mr.  Marston  has  turned  author,  for  he  has  a  list  of  about  a  dozen  other  volumes  to' 
his  credit,  one  of  which,  describing  his  visit  to  the  Rockies  in  1885,  has  gone  through  live 
editions.  Every  good  fisherman,  too,  knows  and  appreciates  his  work  as  '  Tlie  Amateur 
Ariglei-,'  and  the  publishing  trade  itself  will  'always  ;tl>ink  o;t  him — as  he  thought  of  his 
friend  Blaekmore — as  'a  singularly  modest,  genial,  high-minded  English  gentleman.'  The 
story  of  his  sixty  odd  years  of  publishing  cannot  fiiii  to  i)rov<!  a  valuable  contribution  ta 
the  existing  literature  on  the  history  of  bookselling— at  present  miserably  inadequate— 
quite  apart  from  its  general  interest." 

LIVERPOOL  COURIER. 

"  After  an  ac(|uaintauce  with  Mr.  Edward  Marston's  most  inlieresting  book,  one  is  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  publishers  are  a  maligned  race.  .  .  .  These  quotations  will  give  am 
indication  of  the  wealth  of  memories  contained  in  the  reminiscences  of  tliis  octogenarian 
publisher  .  .  .  this  fascinating  volume." 

THE  SHEFFIELD  DAILY  TELEGRAPH. 

"' After  Work '  is  a  highly  interesting  volume,  and  in  mar  ly  respects  it  Is  unique.  We 
anticipate  for  it  an  Jiououred  place  in  many  a  carefully  stocked  library." 

GLASGOW  HERALD. 

"From  almost  any  source  such  a  record  would  be  valuable,  and  when  it  comes,  as  iu  the' 
present  case,  from  one  who  for  nearly  fifty  years  has  been  a,  leading'partner  in  the  well- 
known  firm,  and  who  has  already  shown  himself  thoroughly  competent  to  wield  the  pen  on 
bis  own  account,  it  is  certain  to  be  welcomed  by  that  increasing  public  which  wishes  to" 
learn  as  much  as  it  can  about  books  and  about  their  authors."' 


ST. 


London  :  WILLIAM  HEINEMANN,  20  and  21,  Bedfoed  Street 
New  York  ;  CHARLES  SOlilBNER'S  SONS,  153  lo  167,  Fifth  Avenue, 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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^offings  bp  i^e  W^^Vi- 

"  To  praise  great  actions  with  sincerity  may  be  said 
to  be  taking  part  in  them." — Roohefoucauxd. 


While  we  are  getting  through  the  October  sea- 
angling  festivals  we  are  looking  forward  to  the 
November  "'  Outings."  One  that  is  creating  a 
great  deal  of  interest  is  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival,  which  will  take 
place  on  Nov.  12,  13,  and  14,  for  prizes  valued  £100, 
including  four  challenge  cups  and  one  trophy. 
There  will  be  three  competitions — namely,  from 
boats,  the  Hastings  Pier,  and  St.  Leonards  Pier. 
»  •  •  *  * 

In  the  boat  competition,  "  The  South  of  England 
Sea  Angling  Championship  Trophy,"  "TheHastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Challenge  Cup,"  and  the  "  Lewis 
Abbott"  Cup  will  be  competed  for,  open  to  all 
members  of  bond-fide  angling  clubs  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Entry  forms  and  further  particulars 
can  be  obtained  from  Messrs,  A.  A.  JBartram  and 
H.  Dowsett,  10,  York-buildings,  Hastings.  Entries 
close  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  8.  Every  effort  is  being 
made  by  Messrs.  Dowsett  and  Bartram,  as  also  by 
the  energetic  committee,  for  the  comfort  of  com- 
petitors and  the  success  of  the  "Festival." 


Mb.  J.  E.  MiLLEB  last  week  treated  us  to  some 
"  Horrible  .'Mixtures,"  extracted  from  a  very  old 
angling  book.  From  the  same  book — "Angling 
Improved,"  by  Robert  Hewlett,  printed  by  T. 
Ballard,  at  the  Evening  Sun,  Little  Britain,  1706, 
and  which  book  is  beautifully  adorned  with  copper 
plates — a  correspondent,  Mr.  E.  J.  Williams,  sends 
two  recipes,  which,  although  two  hundred  years 
old,  seem  anything  but  "horrible,"  and  set  me 
thinking  as  to  the  desirability  of  saving  some  of  the 
dripping  fat  for  my  own  immediate  use.  The  first 
is : — 

*  *  *  ii>  • 

"  Take  a  fat  goose  or  duck,  pluck  and  draw  it ; 
then  take  sage,  marjoram,  and  French  lavender,  of 
each  a  like  quantity,  and  shred  them  small;  of 
castor,  gum-ammoniac,  calamus  aromaticus,  nutmeg, 
mace,  and  cloves,  of  each  a  little :  beat  the  spices 
well  in  a  mortar,  then  mix  them  with  your  shred 
herbs  and  put  them  into  the  belly  of  your  goose  or 
duck.  Sew  up  the  belly  close,  rost  him  on  a  spit, 
and  save  the  dripping  fat  for  your  use,  and  eat  the 
goose  or  duck  for  your  pains.  When  you  have 
occasion,  take  a  quantity  of  the  fat  that  dripted 
from  him  and  mix  it  well  with  the  oil  of  a  dead 
man's  skull  and  oil  of  earth  worms,  and  use  it  to 
dip  your  bait  in." 

*  *  IF  *  * 

If  that  does  not  come  as  a  "boon,"  then  take 
this  as  a  "  blessing  "  :— 

"To  bless  thy  bait,  and  make  the  fish  to  bite. 
So,  here's  a  means  if  thou  canst  hit  it  right. 
Take  gum  of  life  fine  beat,  and  laid  to  soak 
In  oil,  well  drawn  from  that  which  kills  the  oak : 
Fish  where  thou  wilt  thou  shalt  have  sport  thy  fill. 
When  twenty  fail,  thou  shalt  be  sure  to  kill." 

I  have  always  been  given  to  understand  that  fish 
were  much  more  plentiful  two  hundred  years 
ago  than  now.  Although  salmon  roe  is  not  men- 
tioned, our  angling  ancestors  evidently  played 
ducks  and  drakes  with  the  unsuspecting  fish, 
practising  the  Quaker's  admonition  to  his  son 
respecting  money:  "Get  fish,  honestly  if  you  can, 
but  get  fish  ! " 


Pictorial  Comedy  for  November,  with  which  is 
incorporated  Snap  Shots,  is  now  before  me  in  its 
new  and  enlarged  size,  and  a  better  sixpenny-worth 
it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine.  Pictorial  Comedy 
can  claim  to  be  unique  in  at  least  two  ways :  it  is 
the  only  humorous  monthly  magazine  in  existence, 
and  it  is  the  only  British  publication  in  which  the 
world-famous  "  Life "  drawings  of  Charles  Dana 
Gibson  appear  monthly. 


"The  exhibit  in  the  forestry,  fish,  and  game 
building  of  the  State  of  Washington  attracts  a 
good  deal  of  attention  at  the  St.  Louis  Fair,"  says 
the  American  Fishing  Gazette.  "  In  it  is  a  hatchery 
in  working  order.  The  salmon  is  shown  from  the 
egg  in  its  different  stages  to  a  salmon  six  weeks  old. 
There  are  157  samples  in  glass.  It  is  the  greatest 
object  lesson  in  this  line  at  St.  Louis.  The 
aquariums  show  the  salmon  in  various  forms  and 
stages.  All  species  of  Pacific  Coast  salmon  are  in 
the  collection.  Every  variety  of  shell  fish  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  and  Sound  are  shown — oysters,  crabs, 
clams,  crawfish,  shrimp — everything  in  that  line. 
All  varieties  of  trout  and  fresh-water  fish  are 
ezhibitedd  The  booth  is  ibuilt  entirely  of  salmon 


cans  from  the  various  canneries  in  the  State.  Other 
creatures  .of  the  sea  on  exhibition  are  the  octopus, 
king  crab,  etc.  Many  scientific  men  have  visited 
this  department,  and  Mr.  Kershaw's  exhibit  has 
been  pronounced  by  them  to  be  the  best  they  have 
ever  seen." 


A  SELF-BESPECTiNo  horse  dines  table  d'oat, 
Salle  a  manger  goes  straight  to  his  heart ! 

But  never  ask  him,  it  is  well  to  note. 
To  take  bis  dinner  with  you  a  la  cart. 


The  Mexicans  in  California  had  an  ingenious 
method  of  trapping  bears  before  the  advent  of  the 
Yankees  brought  modern  firearms  into  the  region. 
A  piece  of  meat  was  nailed  to  the  stout  horizontal 
limb  of  an  oak  tree.  From  a  limb  five  or  six  feet 
above  a  rope  was  suspended,  to  the  end  of  which  a 
largo  stone  was  made  fast  so  that  it  hung  about  six 
inches  above  and  a  trifle  nearer  the  trunk  than  the 
meat  on  the  lower  limb.  When  a  bear  smelt  the 
meat  from  afar,  he  would  climb  up  the  tree  and 
make  his  way  to  the  meat.  In  doing  so  he  would 
push  the  stone  pendulum  to  one  side.  Just  as  he 
was  about  to  fasten  his  teeth  in  the  meat  the  stone 
would  swing  back  and  bang  his  head.  This  would 
rouse  the  anger  of  the  bear,  and  he  would  give  the 
stone  a  sweep  of  his  paw  which  would  send  it 
swinging  farther  out.  The  consequence  was  a 
harder  bang  and  more  anger.  The  more  he  struck 
the  stone  the  harder  he  would  be  hit  in  return, 
until,  from  ferocious  anger,  he  would  lose  his 
caution  and  attack  the  pendulum  with  all  his 
vigour.  One  powerful  sweep,  then,  bang !  and 
Bruin  would  be  tumbled  out  of  the  tree  to  the  rocks 
below,  where,  disabled  by  his  fall,  he  would  be  at 
the  mercy  of  those  who  set  the  trap  whenever  they 
chose  to  take  him. 


Things  You  Cannot  But. 
A  ctrsHiON  for  the  seat  of  war. 
A  sheet  for  the  bed  of  a  river. 
A  lock  for  the  trunk  of  an  elephant. 
A  blanket  for  the  "  cradle  of  the  deep."- 
A  button  for  a  coat  of  paint. 
A  dog  to  replace  the  bark  of  a  tree. 
A  liniment  to  stop  the  pane  of  glass. 
A  medicine  to  keep  the  ink-well. 
A  treatise  on  what  makes  the^wind-vane  and  the 
roads  cross. 


An  eagle  ray  was  caught  in  Miami,  Fla.,  recently. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fish.  It  is  sometimes  called  » 
whip  ray  owing  to  its  long  whip-like  tail.  It 
weighed  4501b.  It  is  the  first  of  the  kind  ever 
caught  on  the  Florida  coast,  and  was  an  object  of 
interest  to  a  great  crowd  of  sightseers  that  con- 
gregate in  the  afternoons  at  the  docks  to  watch  the 
coming  of  the  fishermen.  Despite  its  size,  it  was 
caught  with  a  large  hook  on  a  rope.  It  had  » 
heavy,  thick  skin,  white  on  the  under  side,  while  on 
the  back  were  mottled  or  leopard-like  spots,  grey 
and  white.  The  head  was  not  unlike  an  animal's, 
with  great  mouth  and  large  eyes  like  an  ox.  It  had 
a  long,  slender,  rat-like  tail,  7ft.  in  length,  that 
cracked  through  the  air  hke  a  whip  when  it  was 
caught.  The  fish,  when  spread  out,  was  something 
like  a  bat  in  appearance,  and  measured  nearly  6ft. 
across.  The  tail  was  sharply  barbed  for  6in.  from 
the  end. 


At  a  fishing  match  held  recently  at  North 
Thoresby  eighty  club  members  entered  but  only 
seventy-eight  competed.  Prizes  were  taken  to  the 
number  of  sixty-one,  the  winner  weighing  in 
21b.  4-|oz.,  and  the  thirty-third  prize  went  for  5Joz. 
There  is  nothing  startling  about  this,  but  the  choice 
variety  of  prizes  presented  to  the  winners  was  as 
follows  : — Massive  eight-day  clock,  brass  curb  and 
brass  fire  iron,  drawing-room  cage  and  canary, 
chamber  service,  cruet  stand,  fifteen  shillings'  worth 
of  groceries,  lady's  umbrella,  tea  service,  silver- 
mounted  jam  dish,  fiahing  rod,  fishing  rod  and 
tackle,  five  stone  of  best  flour,  pair  vases,  copper 
flower  stand,  pair  168.  6d.  trousers,  flower  vase, 
pair  dishes,  half  dozen  knives  and  forks,  gold- 
mounted  walking-stick,  cruet,  fishing  rod, .  coal 
scuttle,  toilet  set,  three  vases,  cigarette  case,  cheese 
dish,  pipe  and  case,  bass  of  fiush,  wash  tub,  door 
mat,  walking  stick,  fruit  dish,  clothes-line.  A 
special  prize  was  awarded  for  the  largest  roach 
(which  weighed  6Joz.)  consisting  of  a  pair  of 
trousers. 


"My  son,"  said  the  parson  to  a  small  boy  who 
was  digging,  "don't  you  know  that  it  is  a  sin  to  dig 
on  Sunday,  except  in  caso  of  necessity?"  "Yes, 
sir,"  replied  the  youngster.  "  Then,  why  don't  you 
stop  it  ?"  asked  the  good  man.  "'Cause  this  is  a 
case  of  necessity,"  replied  the  young  philosopher; 
<'a  feller  can't  fish  without  bait,  i 


"  A  Leioestee  angler,"  says  the  Daily  News,  "who 
is  spending  his  holiday  in  Scotland,  has  just  had 
an  exciting  and  interesting  experience  in  the  South 
Esk,  Forfarshire.  Bent  on  sport,  ho  joined  a  num- 
ber of  fishermen  who  were  running  nets  out  with 
boats  to  catch  salmon  near  the  bar  of  the  river< 
Two  salmon  were  landed  in  one  little  run,  and  then 
a  very  heavy  fish  was  found  to  be  in  the  net  directly 
afterwards.  It  proved  to  be  a  monster  sea  wolf. 
It  was  carefully  hauled  on  to  the  rocks,  and  after  a 
fierce  struggle  the  fishermen  stunned  "it  by  numerous 
heavy  blows  on  the  head.  Its  mouth  measured 
17|in.  across,  and  when  fully  open  the  circumference 
was  52in.  The  lungs  were  extended  by  the  ribs 
like  a  white  parasol  cut  in  two,  while  in  the  middle 
of  the  fish  were  two  '  paws '  remarkably  like  a 
hand  cut  at  the  wrist,  the  five  fingers  being  attached 
by  a  thin  membrane.  The  wolf's  habit  is  to  lie  at 
the  bottom  of  the  water  with  open  mouth  manipu- 
lating two  cod-like  flappers  to  attract  its  prey. 
These  flappers  are  fixed  over  its  head.  On  being 
cut  open  the  wolfs  stomach  was  found  to  contain 
a  seagull,  which  had  been  swallowed  whole.  As 
soon  as  the  bird  was  removed  the  spectators  were 
even  more  astonished  to  find  a  big  eel,  which  was 
still  alive.  It  was  soon  disporting  itself  among 
the  seaweed.  The  fishermen  declared  they  had 
never  previously  had  such  an  experience." 


There  is  now  on  view  at  the  Royal  Photographic 
Society's  House,  OG,  Russell  Square,  an  exhibition  of 
photographs  by  Mrs.  G.  A.  Barton.  The  exhibition 
will  remain  open  until  Wednesday,  November  30, 
daily,  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 


Epigbam. 


"Haery,  I  cannot  think,"  said  Mick, 
"What  makes  my  ankles  grow  so  thick."' 
"You  do  not  recollect,"  said  Harry, 
"How  great  a  calf  they  have  to  carry  !"i 


Mb.  Ben  Abeahams  sends  me  some  more  litera->  < 
ture  relating  to  the  forthcoming  competition  in  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
which  will  take  place  on  Nov.  13  in  the  main  river  ; 
at  Windsor.    On  payment  of  one  shilling  all  comers 
— "  ladies  and  gentlemen,  club  anglers,  and  anglers  ' 
unattached  "  (that  is,anglers  who  are  not  members  of  ' 
any  angling  society) — are  eligible  to  participate  for  ,' 
numerous  valuable  prizes,  a  complete  list  of  which  1 
will  be  published  on  the  morning  of  the  competition.  \ 
The  Great  Western  Railway  have  kindly  granted  a  ' 
cheapj  fare  (28.  3d.  return),  available  to  all  and  ' 
simdry.  Tickets  can  only  be  purchased  from  members  '. 
of  the  committee,  as  they  cannot  be  obtained  from 
the  booking  office.  All  further  particulars  respecting 
the  conditions  governing  the  match  may  be  had  on 
application  to  Mr.  B.  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street, 
Netting  Hill  Gate,  or  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  (sec. 
A.B.S.),  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. 


News  from  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond,  is 
to  the  effect  that  "the  jack  season,  now  commenc- 
ing, promises  well.  About  a  dozen  taken  on  Satur- 
day and  Sunday  (two  rods),  averaging  about  41b. 
Perch  are  well  on  the  feed,  five  over  lib.  up  to  lib. 
12oz.  taken  by  two  anglers  in  two  days.  I  expect 
shortly  to  let  you  know  of  my  first  wildfowl  shoot 
— about  a  hundred  on  the  lake  this  (Thursday) 
morning.  The  surroundings  just  now  are  simply 
lovely." 

The  rooms  of  the  B.S.A.S,  were  again  en  fSte  on 
Wednesday  evening  last,  when  Mr.  Hubert  Bass 
read  an  elaborate  paper  on  "  The  Nationalisation  of 
the  Fishery  Industry  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  a 
full  report  of  which  will  appear  in  our  next  issue4 
Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  who  presided,  will,  on  Wednesday 
evening  next,  open  a  discussion  on  "Practice  versus 
Theory." 


At  the  punt  outing  to  Twickenham  on  Oct.  16  of 
the  Silver  Trout  A.S.  Mr.  F.  Bennell  won  top  weight 
(91b.  loz).  Total  weight  of  roach  and  dace,  some  of 
the  latter  being  very  fine,  was  511b.  9oz. 


Too  late  for  insertion  this  week  the  hon.  sec.  of 
"  Sutton's  1  Angling  Society"  sends  a  glowing 
account  of  their  annual  outing  to  Woodhampton. 
Sutton's  seeds  are  sown  in  all  seasons,  and  if  the 
seeds  sent  by  the  secretary  of  Sutton's  Royal  Seed 
Establishment  should  blossom  next  week  into  a 
"flowery"  or  "scaly"  scintillation,  the  sin  must 
descend  upon  the  sunny-headed  secretary,  and  not 
upon  the  snow-clad  cranium  of  the  scribbler  who 
scribbles  over  the  sobriquet  of  Dbagnbi.  ^ 
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Pfovinelal  flflglifig  ]lotes 

mint  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  grand  fishing  weather,  and 
two  or  three  alight  showers  which  have  done  some 
little  good.  It  has  been  cloudy  and  dull,  and  very 
warm  for  the  time  of  the  year.  The  leaves  have 
begun  to  fall  from  the  trees,  and  from  the  reports 
giv^en  to  me  by  my  country  friends  they  are  of  the 
opinion  that  we  shall  be  in  for  a  very  hard  winter. 
Anglers  should  lose  no  time  in  making  the  beat  of 
the  present  weather,  which  may  not  last  long. 
Several  more  contests  have  to  be  decided,  but  the 
clubs,  owing  to  the  nights  drawing  in,  have  wisely 
decided  not  to  go  far  from  home,  and  the  local 
canals  will  be  mostly  patronised  to  bring  about  the 
getting  rid  of  the  surplus  prizes.  Sport  on  the  Severn 
near  to  Arley  and  Stourport  has  not  been  good, 
but  above  Arley  sport  haa  been  better.  The  dace 
have  been  going  well  at  the  maggot,  and  the  chub 
have  been  aSording  good  sport  to  the  Kidderminster 
anglers,  who  at  this  time  of  the  year  make  this 
kind  of  fishing  their  favourite  sport.  A  good  heavy 
rain  would  much  improve  matters.  On  the  Teme 
at  Ludlow  and  Tenbury  grayling  fishing  has  been 
better  them  the  previous  week.  They  have  been 
taking  the  maggot  and  fly  well,  and  some  very 
decent  takes  have  been  had.  Pike  have  been  going 
well  at  thg  Uve  bait.  Roach  and  dace  have  also 
been  taken.  On  the  Avon  sport  has  improved 
in  the  Binton  and  Bidford  districts,  and  m  the 
Evesham  and  Fladbury  parts  of  the  river  sport  has 
much  improved  with  the  little  rain  that  we  have  had  ; 
in  the  DeSord  district  sporb  has  been  quiet. 
Several  contests  have  been  held  of  late,  but  the 
takes  of  fish  have  been  small,  and  in  some  instances 
the  whole  of  the  prizes  have  not  been  taken.  The 
eleventh  dinner  of  the  Why  Not  Society,  Wolver- 
hampton, was  held  on  Oct.  17,  and  turned  out  a 
great  success.  The  Mayor,  Alderman  L.  Johnson, 
who  takes  a  more  than  lively  interest  in  the  sport, 
presided,  and  was  supported  by  several  aldermen 
and  town  councillors.  This  club  has  had  a  most 
successful  season,  and  has  about  100  on  the  books. 
After  the  dinner  the  prizes  won  during  the  year 
were  distributed,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  Sport  has  been  good  on  the  Trent ;  some 
good  catches  of  roach  have  been  taken,  but 
a  good  heavy  rain  would  greatly  improve  matters. 
Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  president  ot  the  Birminjiham 
Angling  Association,  is  bringmg  before  the  notice  of 
the  delegates  of  the  clubs  the  very  important  matter 
of  a  reduced  railway  fare,  and  if  the  members  of  the 
association  will  only  support  him  and  combine 
together,  he  may  perhaps  succeed  in  doing  some- 
thing that  may  be  advantageous  to  the  welfare  of 
the  rank  and  tile  of  the  members. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  fishermen  are  revelling  in  the  fine  summer- 
like  weather  which  continues  to  prevail.  On  some 
waters  there  have  been  quite  aa  many  rods  at  work 
as  at  any  time  during  August  and  September.  The 
fish,  too,  are  showing  better  sport  than  they  did 
then,  and  those  who  have  fished  exclusively  with 
maggot  have  had  a  gratifying  time.  Both  on  the 
Witham  and  Forty-loot  anglers  have  returned  with 
well-filled  panniers.  In  some  cases  as  much  as  121b, 
and  141b.  of  roach  have  been  taken  as  the  result  of 
a  few  hours'  work.  The  fish,  too,  have  been  of  a 
very  sizeable  condition.  Few  have  bean  killed 
weighing  less  than  ^Ib.,  while  many  have  snaledover 
lib.,  and  one  specimen  turned  the  beam  at  lib.  9oz. 
Perch  have  not  been  active  of  late,  but  the  few  who 
have  patronised  the  trolling  rod  have  done  pretty 
well  amongst  the  pike.  The  writer  killed  four  with 
the  spoon-bait  on  Tuesday  afternoon  on  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  in  proximity  to  Gunn's 
Bridge.  The  heaviest  weighed  41b.  Generally 
speaking,  little  pike  fishing  has  yet  been  had,  the 
fane  autumnal  weather  enabling  roachists  to  have  a 
longer  gpell  of  sport  than  usual. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  rivers  are  all  in  first-class  condition, 
and  during  thej  past  week  or  so  the  weather  has 
been  all  in  the  angler's  favour,  consequently  a 
considerable  number  of  rods  have  been  at  work  in 
most  waters  ;  but  sport  haa  varied.  Some  very  fine 
catches  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  made 
on  the  Ancholroe,  both  in  the  Brigg  district 
and  at  the  sluice  end.  A  few  very  good 
perch  and  odd  tench  have  also  been  eecured. 
Messrs.  Blundell,  Speace  &  Co.'s  club  wound  up 
their  season  in  the  vicinity  of  Brigg  on  Oct.  11, 
Messrs.  ./.  Williamson,  J.  Tomlinson,  and  J.  Dyson 
sharing  the  first  three  honours,  Mr.  A.  Stone 
securing  the  gold  medal  for  1904.  Some  grand  sport 
amongst  roach  baa  been  met  with  in  tha  uppe. 


reaches  of  the  'river  Hull,  and  in  the  tidal  waters 
anglers  have  had  nothing  to  complain  of.  The 
Abercrombie  Angling  Society  visited  Hull  Bridge  for 
their  fifth  and  last  match  of  the  season  and 
participated  in  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  W.  Cross 
weighing  in  41b.  6ioz.  for  top  prize,  J.  Raspin 
31b.,  and  T.  Renchier  over  21b  for  third  place 
The  Driffield  Canal  and  the  Market  Weighton  Canal 
have  also  provided  good  sport.  The  River  Hull 
Association  visited  Wansford  for  their  last  outing, 
Mr.  G.  Fowler  securing  21b.  3^oz.  for  first  place; 
and  parties  visiting  the  river  Ludd  have  done 
remarkably  well  for  time  of  year,  one  local  anglar 
securing  121b.  of  roach  at  one  sitting. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  match  at  Broadheath  on  Oct.  15  was  a 
success  in  every  way  ;  the  only  jarring  note  was  the 
weighing  in  of  sizeable  fish  only.  Of  course,  no 
sportsman  will  object  to  this,  but  it  is  a  mistake  to 
force  on  a  rule  of  this  kind  when  competitors  have 
taken  bait  cans  to  keep  small  fish  alive  in 
obeyance  to  the  usual  rules  of  match  fishing. 
The  balance-sheet  of  the  Farnworth  Assoc. adon 
is  very  pleasant  reading  for  all  members  concerned. 
In  the  Bird-in-Hand  Angling  Society's  match, 
Kearsley,  the  wirmer  was  Mr.  T.  Edge.  In  the 
Kearsley  pole  match  Mr.  W.  Jackson  took  the  first 
prize.  To-day  there  is  an  open  match  at  Lymm. 
The  last  match  of  the  Stockport  anglers  appears  to 
be  buried  in  oblivion,  no  results  having  reached  us. 
Angling  matters  keep  very  busy  in  Liverpool,  but 
in  Warrington  have  considerably  fallen  off. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  latest  fensation  in  this  city  is  the  fishing 
obtained,  right  in  the  centre  of  business  houses, 
in  the  canal.  Hitherto,  no  sane  person  ever 
thought  of  being  seen  fishing,  but  now  scores 
are  to  be  seen  both  fishing  and  also  catching.  Only 
fancy  a  tired  visitor  to  the  Palace  Music 
Hall  coming  out  for  a  change  and  having  a  turn 
at  angling — but  even  this  is  possible.  On  Tues-' 
day  night  the  West  Salford  Angling  Association  are 
having  a  big  night,  the  occasion  being  the  presenta- 
tion of  their  challenge  shield  to  the  winners  by 
Colonel  Kaowles.  The  date  for  the  open  Board 
meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  is  fixed  for 
Nov.  26  in  this  city.  After  the  busy  match  fishing 
of  the  past  few  months,  there  is  a  lull  in  this  kind  of 
excitement,  and  many  are  taking  advantage  of,  it 
to  get  away  for  a  little  individual  enjoyment.  To- 
day the  Albion  A.S.  are  at  Boothstown  match 
fishing. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  again  claimed  large 
numbers  ot  votaries,  the  majority  of  whom  appear 
to  have  gone  in  for  roach  and  dace  fishing  with  tlie 
maggot.  The  Trent  has  undergone  no  change, 
excepting,  perhaps,  that  the  water  is  lower  and 
clearer.  Such  conditions  form  a  record  for  this 
pariod  of  the  year.  On  the  (Cavendish  Bridge  stre  tch, 
Mr.  Greaves,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  has 
creeled  a  splendid  lot  of  roach  with  gentles  ;  and  at 
Barton  and  Attenboi-ough,  Mr.  W.  Denman  and 
Mr.  J.  Hignes,  of  the  City  Piscatorials,  have  excelled 
with  the  same  kind  of  bait  amongst  dace  and  roach. 
At  Burton  Joyce — in  the  rapids — Mr.  S.  Woolley 
and  Mr.  A.  Brooksbank,  of  the  Nottingham  Anglers' 
Association,  have  also  done  well ;  and  fairly  good 
takes  have  been  effected  at  Farndon  and  Rolleston. 
Mr.  J.  Tivey  has  killed  a  choice  pike  of  S^lb.  at 
Swarkestone,  and  pike,  to  the  trolling  bait,  have 
shown  sport  at  Trent  (side  lake),  Hazleford,  Kelham, 
and  Averham.  At  Hazleford,  a  Nottingham  spirts - 
man,  whilst  trolling,  hooked  a  large  salmon,  which, 
however,  broke  away  after  a  resolute  fight.  There 
is  really  nothing  doing  with  the  worm,  and  until  a 
rise  seta  in  there  is  no  likelihood  of  the  bait 
succeeding. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  all  an  angler 
could  wish — sharp  frosts  at  night,  with  heavy  fog — 
juat  the  weather  tor  grayling  fishing,  but  the  water 
IS  very  low  and  clear.  A  good  number  of  rods  have 
been  out,  but  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  bad.  A 
few  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  a  good  show  of 
fish,  but  their  number  could  be  counted  on  one 
hand.  Mr.  C.  Avery,  Worcester  City  Club,  caught 
a^lh.  of  grayling,  some  of  them  over  a  pound  each  ; 
he  had  aiso  nearly  41b.  of  fine  dace,  this  in  the  river 
Teme.  We  also  heard  of  two  other  sportsmen  fish- 
ing the  same  river  near  Stanford  Bridge  having 
good  sport  —  Mr.  Griffiths,  four  brace  grayling 
and  four  dace ;  Mr,  Merrill,  six  chub,  and 
eight  very  fine  dace.  In  the  Severn,  Mr. 
H.  Price,  ten  fine  chub.  Mr.  W.  Griflin,  a  big 
take  of  chub,  probably  2()lb. ;  wasp  grub  we  believe 
was  the  bait.  In  the  Avon  the  fishing  has  been 
very  much  off.  Mr.  Davies  had  eleven  fine  roach 
and  three  srrall  bream ;  Mr.  Wingfield  had  four 
good  roach  acd  nine  bream,  none  quite  2ilb.  The 


worm  was  the  bait '  used.  A  smoking  concert  in 
connection  with  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association  was  held  in  the  Bull's  Head 
Assembly  Room  on  Tuesday  evening,  Oct.  18,  J.  G. 
Armstrong,  senior,  in  the  chair.  The  room  was 
simply  packed  with  anglers  from.the  different  clubs, 
and  others  could  not  get  into  the  room.  The 
musical  portion  of  the  evening  was  far  above  the 
usual  order,  and  was  much  enjoyed,  and  satisfaction 
freely  expressed.  The  prizes  won  in  the  late  Inter- 
Club  competition  were  presented  to  the  successful 
competitors  and  ranged  from  two  guineas  to  three 
shillings,  and  were  twenty  in  number.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  was  very  busy,  and,  with  hLs  com- 
mittee, had  all  the  arrangements  complete.  Mr. 
Arm.strong  made  a  capital  chairman,  and  his  health 
was  drunk  with  musical  honours.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  donors  of  prizes  and  the  gentlemen  who  had 
contributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening  was 
carried  unanimously.  The  prize  winners  were — 1-t 
and  special,  F.  Green  (St.  John's  Club) ;  2nd,  H- 
Godfrey  (York  House  Club) ;  3rd,  W.  Pulling  (Prince 
of  Walei'  Club) ;  4th,  J.  Harris  (Fountain) ;  5th,  W 
Hill  (Working  Men's);  Cth,  E,  Hill  (Worcester 
United);  7th,  G.  Young  (York  House);  8th,  T. 
Dolphin  (York  House) ;  9th,  H.  Knight  (Working 
Men's),  10th.  J.  Roan  (Good  Intent);  11th,  R. 
Thompson  (Working  Men's) ;  12th,  G.  Cumminga 
(Good  Intent);  13th,  G.  Hall  (Sabrina) ;  14th.  T. 
Harris  (Sabrina);  15th,  F.  Briggs  (York  House) ; 
16th,  W.  Holder  (Sabrina)  ;  17th,  F.  Thomas  (York 
House) ;  18th,  R.  Yapp  (Sabrina);  19th,  G.  Evans 
(Working  Men's) ;  20th,  J.  Shirton  (Arboretum). 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Fitzwilliam  Angling  Club  had  an  enjoyable 
roving  match  in  their  Derwent  waters,  near  Malton, 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  15.  The  water  was  very  bright 
and  low,  and  floating  dead  leaves  retarded  sport. 
There  was  a  good  entry.  The  first  winner  waa  Mr. 
T.  Ware,  whose  catch  of  21b.  lOoz.  included  a  fine 
grayling  which  weighed  lib.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson 
had  a  grayling  of  15jOz.  to  his  credit;  and  Mr.  H. 
Danieh,  third,  l3Joz.,  caught  a  good  dace.  Prizes 
also  fell  to  Messrs.  A.  W.  Walkar,  lOoz. ;  J.  Massey, 
3Joz.  ;  and  H.  Reed,  2oz.  All  the  competitors 
caught  jfish.  The  eighth  annual  competition 
of  the  Moor  Stockton  Pleasure  Party  drew 
a  goodly  number  of  rodmen  to  the  banks  of 
the  Swale,  on  Oct.  15,  there  being  thirty 
competitors.  Considering  the  very  low  and  clear 
state  of  the  water  and  that  fish  were  not  on  the 
feed,  sport  was  farly  successful.  Mr.  George 
Starkey  made  the  biggest  catch,  7^oz.  in  weight. 
Dinner  at  Mr,  Atkinson's  foil j wed,  when  Mr. 
Griffiths  presided.  Thanks  were  given  to  tho 
farmers  who  had  granted  permission  to  fish.  On 
Oct  19  Messrs.  Lawson,  Spink  and  Danly  had  an 
afternoon's  fishing  in  the  Derwent  at  West  Cotting- 
with.  They  found  the  water  in  good  colour,  with 
a  low  tide.  Sport  was  moderate.  Mr.  Lawson 
caught,  with  paste,  a  fine  roach  of  good 
proportions,  and  several  smaller  ones.  The 
other  rodmen  had  also  several  each.  Pike  were 
not  on  the  feel,  and  anglers  for  the  fish  caught 
nothing.  On  Tuesday,  fishing  in  the  Amalgamation 
water,  near  to  Captain  Key's,  at  Fulford,  Messrs. 
Spink  and  Henderson  had  moderate  sport,  each  of 
them  catching  about  4^1b  of  roach. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Angling  closed,  generally  speaking,  in  the  country 
on  Oct.  15,  Sport  was  not  good  at  the  principal 
stations  during  the  concluding  days,  though  fair 
sport  W613  obtained  at  a  few  places  at  salmon  and 
sea-trout.  The  season  closed  fairly  well  at  Water- 
ville,  at  least  so  far  as  sea-trout  are  concerned. 
The  sea-angling  has  been  productive  of  very  good 
sport  at  all  the  principal  stations  on  the  western 
coast  from  Castletown  (co.  Cork)  to  Killybegs  (co. 
Donegal;,  but  during  the  past  few  dajs  it  has  been 
suspended  everywhere  owing  to  very  wet  weather 
and  high  seas.  Winter  water  bailiffs  have  been 
already  appointed  at  Waterville  for  the  rivers 
Cummeragh,  Inney  and  Coppal. 

Dublin. 

The  Ward  river  and  Broadmeadow  river  closed 
on  Oct.  14.  The  Liffey,  Tolka,  Rullimines  Reser- 
voirs, Buttas  Ponds,  and  the  Vartry  remain  open 
till  the  last  day  of  this  month.  The  restocking  of 
the  Tolka  with  rainbows  some  seasons  ago  was  not 
a  very  successful  experiment.  The  rivers  are  closed 
in  the  Wexford  district  till  March. 

West  of  Ireland. 

The  season  closed  on  the  Corrib  last  Saturday. 
Comparatively  little  was  done  in  the  dosing  days, 
there  being  few  fish  above  Galway  Bridge,  as  the 
majority  had  passed  on  to  the  spawning  grounds. 
The  Spiddal  and  Crumlin  remain  open  during  the 
remainder  of  this  month,  as  do  also  the  Castila, 
Doohulla,  Ballynahinch,  Screebe,  and  Inver  waters 
of  the  Connemara  diatriota 
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^ofes  from  i^c  Wotit). 


Thebe  was  some  rain  on  Oct.  16,  and  it  is  quite 
on  the  cards  that  the  autumn  floods  may  grace  the 
close  of  the  season,  but  too  late  to  be  of  much 
good. 


There  is  plenty  of  fish  on  the  upper  waters  of 
our  respective  rivers,  and  those  who  have  the  filling 
of  hatcheries  are  now  on  the  move  to  secure  early 
supplies. 


The  only  salmon  water  of  any  importance  that 
has  done  well  this  season  ia  the  jtJeauly ;  and, 
strange  to  say,  it  has  scored  a  record  angling  season. 

For  the  whole  of  this  prolific  little  river  some  781 
palmon  and  grilse  and  2200  sea-trout  were  grassed. 
It  is  cheering  to  come  across  this  oasis  in  such  a 
desert  of  spoit  as  the  past  season  has  been. 

The  spring  fishing  on  the  upper  Spey  was  fairly 
pood,  but  thereafter  decidedly  bad.  However,  on 
the  closing  day — Oct.  15 — a  local  angler  had  one  of 
SS^lb.,  the  top  fish  of  the  season. 

On  the  Altries  Dee  water,  on  Oct.  13,  Mr.  D.  E. 
Glynn  creeled  two  of  8Jlb.  each  and  one  of  251b., 
and  Archie  Ross,  the  keeper,  had  one  of  18  Jib.  The 
fish  are  steadily  pressing  through  the  lower  reaches 
in  spite  of  the  abnormally  low  waters. 

The  Aberdeen  Rock  Anglers — an  association  of 
some  200  working  men  members — have  had  an 
excellent  season.  They  .go  on  till  the  end  of 
October,  and  are  meantime  finishing  up  their 
annual  competitions  and  handicaps.  Rose  won  the 
silver  cup  with  the  beat  aggregate  of  1171b. 

Salmon  is  ticketed  Is.  4d.  per  pound  in  the  retail 
shops  in  Aberdeen.  Now  and  again  an  angler  may 
desire  to  sell  his  fish,  but  after  the  nets  are  off  he 
should  not  get  leave.  It  is  a  direct  incentive  to 
poaching. 


Only  on  Oct.  14  I  was  offered  a  121b.  salmon  for 
58.  1  cannot  say  whether  it  was  red,  blue,  green, 
or  black.  I  guess  it  was  fungoid,  but  I  did  not  go 
to  see.  Yet  the  fact  is  as  I  state,  and  were  the 
market  closed  down  that  fish  would  have  been 
swimming  the  Don.  Special  Scotch, 


EROSION  OF  THE  EAST  COAST. 


A  CONFEBENCE  was  held  at  Norwich  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  15,  to  consider  the  question  of  the  erosion  of 
the  east  coast  through  the  encroachments  of  the 
sea.    The  Mayor  of  Lowestoft  (Mr.  Walker)  pre- 
sided,  and  among  those  present  were  Colonel 
Lucas,  M.P.,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  R.  J. 
Price,  M.P.    A  committee  appointed  at  a  previous 
conference  at  Norwich  presented  a  report,  which 
recommended  that  the  scope  of  operations  should 
be  extended  so  as  to  include  the  districts  of  all  the 
local  authorities  in  Great  Britain  who  are  interested 
in  the  question  of  sea  defence,  together  with  their 
parliamentary  representatives,  and  that,   in  the 
event  of  this  recommendation  |being  adopted,  the 
conference  should  be  invited  to  consider  in  what 
way  the  financial  burden,  now  solely  borne  by  sea 
coast  districts,  could  be  more  equitably  adjusted. 
A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Pretyman,  M.P.,  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty,  in  which  he  wrote: — "No 
argument  has  yet  been  put  forward  which  convinces 
me  that  impoverished  agricultural  areas,  whose  rate- 
able value  is  constantly  decreasing,  should  be  taxed 
to  relieve  seaside  watering  places,  whose  rateable 
value  is  constantly  increasing,  from  the  cost  of 
defending  their  sea  frontages."    Mr.  Broadhurst, 
M.P.,  urged  that  coast  Members  of  Parliament 
should  call  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons 
to  the  inroads  of  the  sea,  and  should  move  a  resolu- 
tion upon  the  subject.    As  an  inland  member  he 
should  be  happy  to  support  such  a  resolution.  The 
effect  of  the  course  which  he  recommended  would 
be  that  a  responsible  member  of  the  Government 
would  have  to  rise  and  make  a  statement,  and 
altogether  a  considerable  effect  would  be  produced. 
Mr.  Price,  M.P.,  considered  that  the  question  was 
an  Imperial  one,  and  that  all  coast  members  might 
fairly  be  asked  to  support  the  course  recommended 
by  Mr.  Broadhurst.    Colonel  Lucas,  M.P.,  believed 
the  Kentish  and  Devonshire  members  were  in  strong 
sympathy  with  the  present  movement.    The  ques- 
tion was  not  a  party  one ;  all  concerned  were  in  the 
same  boat — at  least  they  would  be  if  the  coast  con- 
tinued to  disappear.    The  report  of  the  committee 
was  adopted,  and  it  WM  requested  to  continue  its 
services. 


FOLKESTONE  SEA  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  competition  of  the  above  society  will 
take  place  from  boats  on  November  5,  6,  and  7, 
and  from  piers  on  November  19,  20,  and  21,  for  a 
large  number  of  valuable  prizes  (including  the 
"  SasRoon  "  Cup).  Entries  close  on  Nov.  2  for  boats, 
and  on  Nov,  10  for  the  piers  Entry  forms  and  all 
further  particulars  can  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  bon.  secretary,  Mr.  A.  C.  Wampach,  Wam- 
paoh's  Hotel,  Folkestone.  The  following  are  the 
rules  governing  the  competitions  : — 
Rules  fob  Boats. 

1.  Competitors  shall  go  afloat  from  the  ap- 
pointed place  to  take  up  their  positions  at  any 
time  after  U,  and  shall  land  their  catches  not  later 
than  4.0  p.m.  at  such  place  as  may  be  decided  by 
the  committee. 

2.  A  competitor  shall  use  one  rod  only  with 
winch  and  running  line  ;  the  paternoster,  ledger,  or 
other  tackle  attached  thereto  shall  not  have  more 
than  four  hooks.  Trot,  hand  lines,  or  other  methods 
of  fishing  are  forbidden,  and  tackle  for  such  shall 
not  be  carried  in  the  boats  used  by  competitors.  A 
reserve  rod  is  allowed  to  each  competitor,  which 
shall  not  be  put  together  unless  his  other  rod  is 
disabled  or  has  previously  been  dismounted. 

3.  The  boatman  may  bait  the  hooks,  and  gaff 
or  net  and  unhook  fish,  but  otherwise  he  shall  not 
handle  the  tackle  or  fish  himself. 

4.  All  catches  shall  be  delivered  by  the  com- 
petitors to  the  stewards  at  the  appointed  place  not 
later  than  5  p.m.  each  day. 

5.  Competitors  fishing  from  boats  shall  not  be 
accompanied  by  any  person,  except  their  boatmen 
or  other  competitors  fishing  on  the  same  day. 

G.  Entrance  forms,  properly  filled  in,  must  be 
delivered  to  the  hon.  secretary,  at  Wampach's 
Hotel,  or  Queen's  Hotel,  Folkestone,  not  later  than 
last  post,  Wednesday,  November  2,  and  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  entrance  fee  of  Is.  per  day. 
Competitors  may  enter  for  more  than  one  day. 
Only  members  of  any  recognised  sea  angling  club 
will  be  eligible  to  fieh. 

7.  The  committee  undertake  to  provide  suit- 
able boats,  and  the  boats  shall  be  numbered  and 
drawn  for  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  at  9  p.m.  the  even- 
ing prior  to  each  day  of  competition.  Competi- 
tors wishing  to  fish  together  (parties  not  to  exceed 
four)  can  do  so  if  they  notify  such  desire  at  the  time 
of  entry.  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  judges  the 
weather  is  unfit,  they  shall  have  the  power  to 
declare  the  competition  abandoned  for  that  day. 
In  the  event  of  a  postponement  of  the  entire  boat 
competitions,  the  entrance  fee  will  hold  good.  The 
committee  will  also  provide  lugworm  for  com- 
petitors at  the  local  price,  namely,  4d.  per  dozen. 
In  no  case  will  the  bait  money  be  returned. 

8.  The  competitor  who,  during  the  competition, 
weighs  in  the  heaviest  catch  of  fish  taken  on 
either  day,  over  the  minimum  weights,  will  become 
the  winner  of  the  "Sassoon  Challenge  Cup."  The 
club  to  which  the  competitor  belongs  shall  hold  the 
trophy  or  challenge  cup  until  October  1,  190.5. 
Such  club  shall  give  satisfactory  guarantee  to  the 
committee  as  to  its  safe  custody  and  return. 

9.  No  cod  shall  be  weighed  in  of  less  than  21b., 
and  no  other  fish  of  less  than  6oz. 

10.  Any  departure  from  these  rules  shall  dis- 
qualify the  competitor  so  offending. 

11.  As  regards  all  matters  relating  to  this  com- 
petition the  power  of  the  committee  is  paramount, 
and  the  committee  shall  have  power  to  delegate  the 
same  to  the  judges  or  stewards  appointed  by  them. 
The  committee  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to 
reject  any  entry,  and  in  that  case  all  fees  will  be 
returned. 

Rules  foe  Piees. 

1.  Competitors  shall  not  begin  to  fish  before  10 
a.m.,  and  shall  .take  in  their  rods  not  later  than 
8  p.m. 

2.  A  competitor  shall  not  have  in  use  more 
than  one  rod  at  a  time,  and  the  tackle  attached 
shall  not  have  more  than  four  hooks. 

3.  No  fish  shall  be  weighed  in  of  less  length 
than — flat  fish,  7in. ;  round  fish,  9in. 

4.  All  catches  shall  be  delivered  by  the  com- 
petitors to  the  stewards  at  the  place  appointed,  not 
later  than  8.30  p.m.  each  day. 

6.  Entrance  forms,  properly  filled  in,  must  be 
delivered  to  the  hon.  sec.  not  later  than  the  last 
post,  Wednesday,  November  IC,  and  must  be  ac- 
companied by  the  entrance  fee  of  one  shilling  per 
day.  Only  members  of  recognised  sea  angling  clubs 
will  be  eligible  to  fish. 

C.  Any  departure  from  these  rules  shall  dis- 
qualify the  competitor  so  offending. 

7.  Aa  regards  all  matters  relating  to  this  com- 
petition the  power  of  the  committee  is  para- 
mount, and  the  committee  shall  have  power  to 
delegate  the  same  to  the  judges  or  stewards  ap- 


pointed by  them.  The  committee  reserve  to  them- 
selves the  right  to  reject  any  entry,  and  in  that  case 
all  fees  will  be  returned. 

8.  Each  competitor  will  be  provided  with  a 
badge  which  he  shall  wear  during  the  competition, 
and  hand  in  with  his  ticket. 

N.B. — The  committee  undertake  to  provide  lug- 
worm  for  competitors  who  send  amount  with 
entrance  form,  at  the  local  price,  namely,  4d.  per 
dozen.    In  no  case  will  the  bait  money  be  returned. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  ANGLING  SEASON  ON 
THE  BEAULY. 


Akglixg  concluded  on  the  Beauly  River  on 
Oct.  15  with  the  best  season  that  has  ever  been 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  fishing  on  the  river,  some 
of  the  takes  being  phenomenally  largo.  The  total 
basket  is  all  the  more  remarkable  when  it  is  borne 
in  mind  that  fishing  does  not  begin  on  the  upper 
reaches  until  the  shooting  tenants  come  up  in  late 
July  or  the  beginning  of  August.  But  it  was  the 
angling  on  the  Home  and  Falls  beats  and  the  sea- 
trout  angling  on  the  tidal  waters  that  call  for  most 
comment. 

During  April  Mr.  Hay  had  thirty-seven  salmon 
on  the  Home  and  Falls  beats,  averaging  lllb.,  as 
well  as  takes  of  sea-trout  running  up  to  sixty  per 
day.  During  May,  on  the  same  beat,  Mr.  J.  8. 
Gibbons  had  102  salmon,  averaging  lOJlb ,  and 
three  grilse.  During  June,  Colonel  Kinoaid  Smith 
and  Colonel  Demolynx  were  the  lessees,  and  their 
basket  was  fifty-four  salmon  and  grilse.  During 
July  259  salmon  and  grilse  were  grassed  on  the 
Home  and  Falls  beats,  of  which  Mr.  R.  W.  Duff 
had  179  on  the  Home  beat,  his  takes  being  as  high 
as  twenty-four  in  one  day,  and  that  at  a  time  when 
nearly  every  other  northern  river  was  blank. 
During  August  sixty  salmon  and  grilse  were  got  as 
well  as  about  thirty  sea-trout.  During  September, 
fishing  only  took  place  on  odd  days,  and  the  take  ^ 
of  thirty-two  salmon  and  grilse  was  good  under  the 
circumstances.  During  October,  fishing  only  took 
place  on  six  days,  and  fourteen  salmon  and  grUse 
were  landed.  This  makes  the  grand  total  of  561 
salmon  and  grilse  on  the  Home  and  Falls  beats  from 
April  1  till  Oct.  15,  which  can  only  be  characterised 
as  giant  angling. 

On  the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Henderson  and  party 
at  Braulen  had  very  heavy  baskets,  as  had  also  Mr. 
Barry  and  party  at  Struy,  the  most  successful  of 
the  other  rods  being  the  Fasnakyle,  Eskadale, 
Eileen  Aigas,  and  Erchless  parties. 

In  the  tidal  waters  very  heavy  baskets  were  got, 
one  angler  on  the  Moniach  Castle  water  grassing 
106  sea- trout  in  a  single  day,  while  salmon  up  to 
221b.  were  obtained.  Some  parties  did  not  record 
their  takes,  but  so  far  as  ascertained  the  total 
baskets  on  all  the  beats  sum  up  to  781  salmon  and 
grilse  and  2200  sea- trout,  giving  a  weight  only  a  few 
pounds  short  of  3tons  lljcwts.  This  can  only  be 
characterised  as  splendid  angling,  and  is  chiefly 
attributable  to  the  splendid  success  of  the  large 
hatchery  situated  about  five  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  The  net  fishings  prosecuted  only 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August  were  very 
successful. 

Lochs  Monar,  Moillie,  and  the  Braulen,  Cozac, 
Fasnakyle,  Strath  Conon,  and  Erchless  lochs, 
afforded  capital  baskets,  the  fish  being  in  first-rate 
condition,  and  affording  first-class  sport  to  anglers. 

A.  R. 


FISHING  IN  TIDAL  AND  NON- 
TIDAL  EIVEES. 


After  trying  many  methods,  I  unhesitatingly 
say  that  the  best  to  catch  specimen  fish  is 
by  legering.  Floating  or  float  fishing,  either  in 
tidal  or  non-tidal  reaches,  no  doubt  creels  the 
greatest  number  of  fish,  and  occasionally  one  hooks 
exceptionally  good  ones,  but  I  am  convinced  that 
either  light  or  heavy  legering,  with  or  without  a 
float,  secures  the  most  specimens.  Light  or  float 
legering  is  a  very  attractive  one  to  the  fish  as  well 
as  to  the  angler,  and  if  properly  carried  out  is  by 
no  means  a  lazy  method — the  bait  lying  so  quiet 
on  the  bottom,  and  even  amongst  patches  of  weeds^ 
for  one  wants  but  the  smallest  clear  space,  say,  at 
the  tail  end  of  a  bed  of  long  trailing  weeds  so 
frequently  found  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Thames  from  the  opening  of  the  season  on  June  16, 
and  so  on  until  after  the  weeds  have  died,  and 
clearer  swims  can  be  found.  Almost  any  depth 
will  do  in  the  summer,  one  need  not  be  particular 
—say,  from  3ft.  to  7ft.  or  8ft.  To  do  this  success- 
fully, use  a  sufficiently  long  Lea  roach  rod  fitted 
with  a  fine  drawn  gut  or  hair  line  (I  prefer  gut). 
No;  9  or  10  Crystal  hoot;,  if  ^he  stream  is  sluggish 
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or  a  gentle  one,  a  light  cork  float  or  a  wooden  Lea 
float  made  to  carry  four  to  six  small  shots.  First 
carefully  plumb  the  depth,  then  shift  up  the  float 
till  it  allows  the  shots  to  lie  on  the  bottom.  Turn 
the  point  of  the  rod  against  the  stream,  whichever 
way  it  is  running.  Cover  the  bait,  which  should 
be  white  paste,  with  a  cupping  of  stiff  bread  and 
bran,  and  let  this  cupping  act  as  ground-bait — I 
mean  do  not  trouble  to  throw  any  other  bait  into 
the  swim ;  never  cross-bait  a  swim. 

If  one  is  using  worms  (say,  in  coloured  water), 
throw  in  chopped  worms  for  ground-bait,  not  bread 
and  bran,  for  fish  will  often  feed  on  the  bread  and 
bran  and  refuse  the  worms.  Bread  and  bran  mixed 
into  a  very  stiff  paste  is  one  of  the  best  baits  for  any 
fish — even  trout  have  been  caught  with  it.  I  know 
of  no  better  bait  for  summer  fishing,  especially  for 
large  fish.  If  any  angler  doubts  this  fact,  let  him 
open  the  first  fish  he  catches  after  a  heavy  baiting. 
I  once  had  a  grand  catch  of  roach  on  the  Lea.  I 
had  been  practising  Woodward's  dodge — namely, 
putting  a  small  piece  of  stiff  bread  and  bran  on 
the  bottom  shot,  and  a  piece  of  white  paste  on  the 
hook.  The  fish  taking  the  bread  and  bran  mixture 
got  hooked  foul.  On  opening  a  fish  and  finding  it 
full  of  bread  and  bran,  I  immediately  took  off  the 
piece  of  white  paste  and  tried  the  other.  Result : 
I  caught  251b.  of  grand  roach  in  an  evening's 
fishing.    So  much  for  my  favourite  bait. 

The  point  of  one's  rod  should  be  held  well  up, 
and  the  bait  lowered  into  the  swim,  not  flung  or 
cast  in,  as  casting  out,  especially  if  the  stream  is 
strong,  and  one  has  to  use  a  bullet  or  more  than  a 
dozen  shots,  frightens  the  fish.  Carefully  lower 
your  bait  into  the  swim ;  it  is  astonishing  how 
easily  fish  are  scared.  Seat  yourself  quietly,  moving 
about  the  bank  as  little  as  possible.  If  the  novice 
has  no  knowledge  of  the  river  to  guide  him,  let 
him  be  in  no  hurry  to  begin.  Let  him  walk  along 
the  river,  taking  note  of  any  places  that  show 
signs  of  reeds  and  grass  being  trodden  down,  or 
scales  lying  about.  On  the  Lea,  Golne,  or  upper 
Thames  a  good  swim  is  easily  discovered,  for  a 
banker  always  leaves  his  mark.  If  one  has  been 
float  fishing,  and  it  is  nearing  dusk,  it  is  a  good 
dodge  to  take  off  one's  float  and  put  on  a  small 


bullet, 


o 


no  larger  than  this.    Some  anglers 


always  carry  a  small  ballet  that  has  been  flattened 
out  and  split,  and  by  opening  the  split  it  can  be 
fixed  on  to  their  hne  without  troubling  to  put  on 
another  cast.  This  dodge  I  have  found  very  useful 
when  having  started  to  fish  the  strong  tide  in  the 
Arun  I  have  pinched  on  the  split  bullet  without 
any  trouble.  It  is  well  to  place  a  good-sized  piece 
of  ground-bait  over  the  flattened  lead.  If  one 
must  float  fish  (and  there  are  first-class  anglers 
who  say  they  cannot  leger,  and  it  is  a  fact>,  if 
one  is  flashing  any  tidal  river  one  must  constantly 
plumb  the  depth,  as  it  is  continually  altering. 
Well,  if  they  cannot  leger,  let  them  use  the  float, 
but  I  do  not  think  they  should  admit  that  they 
cannot.  The  fact  is,  they  will  not  try.  If  they 
would  only  give  it  a  good  trial  they  would  be 
surprised  to  find  how  easy  it  is  to  detect  a  bite. 
I  say  bite,  but  I  have  frequently  detected  the 
nibble  of  a  small  roach,  and  on  one  occasion  a 
gudgeon.  I  felt  the  trembling  of  the  fine  line  quite 
plainly ;  but  do  not  forget  that  the  rod  must  be 
held.  Of  course,  in  a  tidal  stream  fish  frequently 
give  a  pull,  when  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  miss 
hooking  them.  When  a  good  fish  is  hooked,  do 
not  be  in  any  hurry  to  land  it ;  hold  the  rod  steady, 
I  pointing  the  top  joint  well  up  stream,  and  let  the 
j  play  of  the  rod  tire  out  the  fish.  This  is  what  the 
I  rod  is  for.  Bream  are  very  apt  to  come  suddenly 
t  np  to  the  top,  roll  over,  and  out  comes  the  hook, 
j  but  giving  the  fiah  the  butt  should  prevent  a 
I  mishap.  Let  the  novice  well  sink  his  net,  and  not 
(jcoop  at  him.  If  one's  net  touches  the  fish  it 
Hnvariably  means  a  loss,  and  the  bream  or  roach 
I  iwim  spoilt  for  some  time.  When  fishing  a  strong 
i  tidal  run,  and  fish  go  off  the  feed,  it  is  advisable  to 
ihift  either  up  or  down  stream,  according  to  the 
ran  of  the  tide — say,  twenty  or  thirty  feet,  for  a 
heavy  run  up  or  down  of  the  tide  must  shift  the 
ihoaL 

Do  not  trouble  to  bait  a  swim  on  a  strong 
iranning  tide.  Wait  till  it  is  slack  water,  either  at 
lop  of  the  tide  or  the  lowest  part  of  the  ebb,  then 
Jtiff  bread  and  bran,  or,  better,  white  pasto,  lasts 

Kuch  longer.    The  tide  breaks  up  a  softly-made 
lit  in  a  very  short  time,  and  the  fish  naturally 
iWlow  it. 


GROTTND-BAITrNG. 

What  is  good  for  some  riveis  wiU  be  found  quite 
useless  for  others,  as  the  following  instance  will 
prove.  One  season  I  had  been  fishing  the  well- 
known  "Armchair-'  swim  in  the  Arun  (so-called 
from  the  shape  of  the  bank),  where  I  invariably 
obtained  excellent  sport,  my  bag  ranging  from 
101b.  to  201b.  A  friend  who  was  with  me,  having 
some  experience  of  the  river  Ouse,  where  heavy 
baitings  are  considered  the  correct  thing,  thought 
he  would  try  the  same  style  of  baiting  in  the  Arun, 
so  getting  Mr.  Ratley,  of  the  Cricketers  at 
Amberley,  to  procure  some  bullock's  blood  and  a 
small  sack  of  grains,  cast  them  into  this  excellent 
swim  at  the  lowest  part  of  an  ebb  tide,  the  result 
being  that  the  heavy  run  up  of  the  tide  shifted  all  the 
grains,  etc.,  out  of  the  swim.  This  was  unfortunate 
for  him,  although  he  took  good  care  to  be  up  at 
daybreak  the  next  morning ;  but  another  angler, 
who  took  up  a  position  some  twenty  yards  above 
the  old  swim,  succeeded  in  capturing  about  16lb. 
of  bream,  enabling  him  to  secure  the  second  prize 
in  the  big  competition  that  took  place  on  the  same 
day.  thus  teaching  one  to  find  out  the  best  method 
of  fishing  a  river  and  adhering  to  it.  F.  Mj 


betters  to  tbe  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

ONE  WAY  TO  KEEP  GUT. 

Deab  Sib, — At  the  close  of  the  fishing  season 
instead  of  placing  one's  gut,  used  or  unused,  loose 
in  a  box  or  drawer,  etc.,  keep  it  in  a  dark  place  in  a 
corked  bottle.  Old'gut  has  lost  its  elasticity  and  is 
brittle  from  lack  of  moisture,  nor  will  it  recover  its 
strength  to  any  great  degree  by  being  soaked. 
Other  forms  of  silk  will  retain  a  certain  amount  of 
strength  for  years — why  should  not  gut  also  if 
prevented  from  drying  up  ?  To  guard  against  this 
loss  of  moisture  put  a  piece  of  moist  sponge  or  damp 
rag  in  the  bottom  of  your  bottle ;  on  top  of  this 
place  a  good  layer  of  dry  cotton  wool.'then  introduce 
the  gut.  Cork  and  label  the  bottle  with  the  date  o£ 
its  contents  and  where  obtained.  The  air  in  the 
bottle  will  remain  damp,  so  that  the  gut  will  not 
dry  up  as  it  would  in  the  open  air.  I  have  saturated 
old  gut  hanks  with  glycerine  and  left  them  bottled 
up  in  black-paper-covered  glass  pickle  jars  for  a 
year,  but  only  found  such  parts  as  retained  some 
elasticity  fit  to  trust.  Had  the  rest  been  kept  from 
dryinc!  it  also  might  have  remained  good.  Someone 
may  like  to  experiment  in  this  direction  as  well  as 
yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

["  Benwyan's  "  suggestion  will  give  others  a  shock 
as  it  did  me.  I  have  always  considered  that  damp  was 
the  ruination  of  gut — and  I  know  from  experience 
that  gut  kept  in  a  baize-lined  mahogany  case,  which 
happened  to  be  kept  near  a  wall  in  which  a  window 
had  been  replaced  by  brickwork,  went  quite  rotten. 
Whereas  gut  kept  dry  I  have  found  in  some  cases, 
not  all,  to  be  good  although  some  years  old-  I 
should  certainly  advise  "Benwyan"  to  test  some  gut 
carefully  so  aa  to  get  its  breaking  strain  before 
putting  it  into  the  bottle  with  a  damp  sponge,  and 
then  to  test  it  in  six  or  twelve  months'  time — if  it 
has  not  deteriorated  I  shall  be  surprised.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  waterproofed  paper  is  the  best 
thing  to  keep  gut  in,  and  if  put  in  a  dry  corked 
bottle  I  think  it  would  beat  gut  kept  damp  "every 
time,"  as  our  American  friends  say. — Ed.] 


BREEDING  FROM  EARLY  OR  LATE 
SALMON. 

Deab  Sir, — I  am  willing,  for  the  sake  of  getting 
at  the  truth,  to  hear  any  arguments  which  may  be 
advanced  in  favour  of  selecting  the  larger  salmon 
of  autumn  to  breed  from,  than,  aa  against,  the 
smaller  spring  fish.  The  difficulty  seems  to  be  to 
ascertain  when  the  fiah  of  different  rivers  arrive  at 
their  prime.  It  may  resolve  itself  into  a  question 
once  more  between  upper  proprietors  and  lower 
proprietors.  The  former  may  naturally  desire  to 
breed  from  spring  fish,  and  to  afford  all  spring  fish 
the  opportunities  of  doing  so.  The  lower  proprietors 
will  doubtless  argue  we  must  breed  from  large  fish 
on  the  lower  reaches  if  we  expect  to  have  a  larger 
breed.  But  does  that  benefit  the  whole  river  or 
only  a  part  ? 

If  all  breeders  be  selected  from  large  autumn  fish, 
can  it  be  proved  that  the  upper  reaches  benefit '! 
If  all  breeders  be  selected  from  younger  fish,  can  it 
be  expected  that  the  whole  river  benefits  'I  Does 
the  question  not  resolve  itself  into  the  conclusion  : 
If  upper  proprietors  desire  to  improve  their  fisheries 
they  should  breed  from  spring  fish,  and  that  lower 
proprietors  should  breed  from  autunm  fish  ? 


And  this  apart  from  the  question  of  what  are  the 
best  spawning  grounds,  the  upper  or  the  lower  ? 

In  some  rivers  the  lower  roaches  are  better  for 
spawning  purposes  than  the  upper  ;  but  I  do  not 
fully  realise  that  this  is  the  rule  when  wo  come  to 
compare,  for  instance,  the  Spoy  and  the  Tweed 
{inter  se)  as  rivers  which  have  no  great  reservoirs 
upon  their  courses,  unless  that  the  long,  deep,  slow 
reaches  of  Spey  west  of,  say,  the  gate  of  Lochaber, 
may  not  fulfil  such  requirements  on  Spey  and  the 
larger  "  dubs"  of  Tweed,  or  the  same  on  the  more 
southern  streams. 

The  Spey  is  rapid  and  full  of  ^pawning  beds  on 
the  lowermost  reaches;  but  the  Tweed's  beat  reaches 
for  spawning  purposes  are  amongst  its  upper  waters 
(at  least,  correct  mo  if  I  am  wrong — I  don't  pretend 
to  know  Tweed). 

If  upper  reaches  are  of  little  use  in  increasing  the 
number  of  fish,  then  why  make  ladders  over  falls  ? 
Why  open  out  the  higher  reaches  ?  And  if  a  river 
be  only  benefited  by  the  spawning  on  the  lower 
reaches,  then  why  not  place  rather  than  remove 
obstructions  ? 

But  if  the  contrary  be  the  case,  and  upper  reaches 
do  greatly  benefit  the  wlule,  then  why  not  breed 
from  spring  fish  to  the  exclusion  (or  secondary 
consideration)  of  the  autumn  fish  of  the  lower 
reaches  ? — Yours  truly,      J.  A.  Habvie-Brown. 

P.S. — I  write  this  as  asking  information  from 
those  who  ought  to  be,  and  doubtless  are,  best 
qualified  to  r^ply. 


FISHING  NEAR  NICE. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
whether  there  is  any  river  fishing  or  sea  fiahinc;  to 
be  had  near  Nice  in  December  and  January?  I 
see  by  the  guide-books  the  Var  and  the  Cagne  both 
enter  the  sea  near  Nice,  and  some  of  the  restaurants 
along  the  formar  are  noted  for  trout. — Yours  truly, 

L.  A.  K, 

[In  March,  1902,  Colonel  Maxwell  kindly  sent  me 
some  notes  about  fishing  places  supplied  to  him  by 
correspondents,  among  which  is  the  following  : — 

"Nice. — I  think  the  best  sport  could  be  obtained 
by  fishing  in  the  Tin69,  the  Vembia,  and  the  Var 
above  the  Pont  de  la  Manda.  Special  permission  is 
not  required  to  fish  in  these  rivers.  The  inns  are 
not  to  be  recommended,  and  anglers  will  do  well  to 
take  some  provisions  with  them.  They  can  take 
the  6.50  train  in  the  morning  from  Nice,  and  return 
by  the  5.32  in  the  evening,  and  will  be  more  com- 
fortable than  by  taking  lodgings  at  one  of  the  inns, 
which  are  generally  not  very  clean." — Ed.] 


SPINNING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

Dear  Sib, — T  am  much  obliged  to  your  corre- 
spondent, "  A.,"  for  bis  kind  advice  about  the  use  of 
the  "  Malloch  "  reel,  but  if  I  may  trespass  further 
on  his  good  nature,  may  I  ask  whether  the  way  in 
which  the  line  is  delivered  off  tbe  reel  does  not  put 
an  objectionable  twist  into  it  ?  If  so,  how  is  it 
obviated  ? 

I  note  your  remarks'*  about  the  "  Silex,"  and  aa 
the  use  of  this  reel  comes  nearer  to  my  old  practice 
with  the  Nottingham  free-running  reel,  I  must  give 
it  a  fair  trial. 

With  regard  to  the  American  style  of  casting  a 
spinning  bait,  two  objections  suggest  themselves  to 
my  mind.  First,  how  can  a  trace  of  three  or  four 
yards  with  swivels,  and  perhaps  a  lead,  be  u^ed  if 
the  bait  is  wound  right  up  to  the  top  ring  before 
casting  ?  Secondly,  the  short  rods  can  hardly  give 
as  much  power  to  deal  with  a  heavy  fish  as  the 
longer  ones  generally  used  in  England.  It  is  not 
always  easy  to  keep  a  big  fish  from  running  under 
the  boat  or  fouling  the  oars.  In  such  cases  a  few 
extra  feet  of  rod  to  hold  the  fish's  head  up  a  little 
distance  away  ^ive  a  great  advantage.  Both  on 
river  and  lake  I  have  often  been  glad  , of  14ft.  of 
good  cane  or  greenheart  to  keep  a  fish  under  the 
rod  point,  and  at  the  same  time  away  from 
obstructions. — Yours  truly,  Spinnzb. 

[The  Americans,  in  fishing  with  a  frog  for  bass, 
do  not  spin  it,  so  if  the  gut  is  spliced  to  reel  line — 
which  I  find  an  excellent  plan  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing — they  can  wind  in  right  up  to  the  bait ; 
for  spinning  with  a  lead  on  the  trace  this  could 
only  be  done  up  to  the  lead.  Using  a  three-inch 
"Wagtail"  recently  when  pike  fishmg,  I  found  I 
could  cast  very  comfortably  with  one  hand  using 
the  small  improved  "Silex."  I  had  a  couple  of 
small  bullets  on  the  gut,  eight  inches  above  the 
bait,  and  I  used  a  5|oz.  "Leonard"  splio-cane  fly 
rod  and  fairly  fine  dressed  line.  To  regulate  the 
"Silex"  so  it  does  not  over-run,  you  wind  up  so 
that  the  bait  and  lead  hang  down  from  the  rod  top, 
and  then  turn  the  side  screw  with  a  sixpence  until, 
when  loosed  from  the  hand,  the  bait  and  lead  drop 
gradually  by  their  own  weight  to  the  ground.  IE 
they  won't  start  the  reel  it  shows  the  check  is  a  bit 
too  strong ;  if  they  go  down  with  a  run  it  shows 
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there  is  not  enough  check.  When  just  right  to 
cast  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  wind  up  and  swing  out 
the  bait  without  touching  the  reel  until  just  as  the 
bait  falls,  when  you  should  stop  the  reel.  I  used 
the  reel  held  under  the  rod,  but  turned  the  two  top 
joints  with  rings  up  to  save  strain  on  the  rod, 
and  because  I  find  the  line  goes  out  better  so.  It 
would  be  better  to  have  the  reel  on  top,  and  to  do 
this  I  shall  have  a  short  handle  made.  The 
"  Wagtail"  spins  admirably,  and  ia  so  light  you  can 
spin  over  weeds  which  come_^to  within  a  few  inches 
of  the  Eurface. — Ed.] 


"CHEAP  DETACHABLE  SEA  LEAD." 
Dear  Sir, — I  find  the  following  a  very  cheap  and 
useful  way  of  attaching  weight  to  a  line  for  light 
paternostering  At  Ilfracombe  we  are  so  plagued 
by  rocks,  oarweed,  etc.,  that  pretty  or  exoensive 
tackle  is  wasted.  Many  a  brasa-boomed,  swivelled. 
Deal-leaded  paternoster  has  been  lost  on  our  pier 
by  visitors.  But  my  plan  is  cheap  and  handy,  so 
it  does  not  much  matter  if  it  gets  lost. — Yours 
truly,  B.  Waebkn  Vkenon. 


GOT  LiNK^J 


ORDIN/\Ri 
SAFETY  P'N 


HEMP 
SNOOOlNCt 


GAS  PlPtf^a 
FLAT  OVER 

ir  TIGHT 


Total  cost,  under  Id. 
Limerick  hooks,  2d. 


Gut  and  two  eyed 
Grand  total,  3d. 


RECEPTACLES  FOR  ARTIFICIAL  FLIES. 
Dear  Sib, — Starting  with  the  assumption  that 
flies  are  best  kept  in  boxes,  not  in  books  of  any 
kind,  which  press  them  out  of  shape  and  into  a  sort 
of  trout-ensilage,  the  next  thing  requisite  would  be 
s  means  of  keeping  one's  flies  and  gut  from  becoming 
entangled.  For  those  who  use  "  flies  to  gut "  it 
would  be  desirable,  and  also  for  those  who'e  sight 
is  yielding  to  Anno  Domini,  so  tbad  repeated  changes 
of  eyed  flies  on  the  same  dropper  become  more  than 
irksome. 

One  of  my  plana  is  to  carry  the  flies,  with  links 
attached,  in  a  box  or  boxes  divided  into  longitudinal 
compartments  some  fin.  or  lin.  wide,  where  twenty 
or  more  can  rest  straight  and  without  any  crushing 
n  each.  Two  and  a  half  inches  is  given  by  Mr. 
Halford  as  sufficient  length  for  a  drop-link,  but  if 
even  3in.  be  allowed  a  box  of  twice  this  length 
would  take  a  series  of  flies  arranged  to  overlap  like 
slates  on  a  roof.  I  find  it  convenient  to  put  them 
up  in  bundles  of  four,  five,  or  six,  the  links  being 
enclosed  in  paper  spirals,  resembling  an  old  form  of 
spill  which  used  to  figure  on  mantel  shelves  for 
lighting  a  candle,  a  cigar,  or  pipe  with.  Cigarette 
papers  may  be  used  in  much  the  same  way  to  keep 
the  groups  of  flies  and  their  links  temporarily 
isolated,  and  by  the  riverside  a  blade  of  grass 
twisted  around  will  serve  the  purpose  well,  or  keep 
a  coiled  casting  line  safely  in  form.  Narrow  scraps 
(quickly  cut  in  quantities  from  the  soft  metal  of  old 
bottle  capsules  are  also  very  handy  for  keeping  gut 
linos  or  links  in  place.  If  one  does  not  use  loops  at 
the  end  of  drop-links,  any  fly  can  be  easily  with- 


drawn from  a  bundle  and  longer  tail  fly  links  can  be 
doubled  to  bring  them  within  proper  length,  but 
with  or  without  loops  flies  may  thus  be  kept  from 
entangling  and  ready  for  use  as  if  freshly  tied< 

It  is  often  very  advantageous  to  have  an  empty 
box  in  one's  pocket  to  receive  flies  that  have  been 
changed.  The  water  having  been  shaken  or  blown 
out  of  them  they  may  be  laid  therein  to  dry  without 
injury  to  their  form;  and  a  bunch  of  flies  taken 
from  one's  box  can  be  compared  or  held  against  the 
light  to  select  the  desired  tint. 

With  regard  to  where  such  useful  fly  boxes,  both 
light  and  occupying  little  space,  may  be  obtained, 
upon  hearing  further  from  certain  well-known 
manufacturers  I  may  be  able  to  afford  complete 
information. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

[Has  "  Benwyan  "  seen  Mr.  James  Ogden's  com- 
bined fly  box  and  book  ?  I  find  it  answers  admir- 
ably— the  flies  cannot  get  crushed,  moths  cannot 
get  in,  and  yet  it  is  as  convenient  to  carry  as  an 
ordinary  trout  fly  book. — Ed.] 


POLISHING  AND  VARNISHING  ROD 
BOXES,  ETC. 

Deab  Sir, — In"  the  winter  I  amuae  myself  by 
making  boxes  for  rods,  tackle,  etc.  Where  can  I  get 
good  varnish  and  French  polish,  and  how  is  it  best 
used  ? — Yours  truly.  East  Anolian. 

[Send  to  Mr.  Tatham  for  his  list  of  materials  for 
polishing  and  varnishing.  His  little  book  on  "  The 
Whole  Art  of  French  Polishing,  Polish,  Varnish  and 
Stain  Making "  ia  very  useful.  His  address  ia 
Artillery  House,  Glencoe  Avenue,  llford,  E. — Ed  ] 


DO  CARP  AND  ROACH  CROSS? 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  interested  to  learn  the 
opinion  of  any  of  your  readers  on  the  above 
question.  In  a  pond  I  am  acquainted  with,  which 
contained  carp,  perch,  roach,  gudgeon,  and  a  few 
trout,  a  few  fish  have  been  caught  from  time  to 
time  possessing  the  characteristics  of  a  roach 
in  respect  to  mouth,  fins,  and  scales,  but  much 
deeper,  and  of  a  beautiful  olive  green  colour.  I 
imagine  they  were  a  cross  between  the  carp  and 
roach.  The  carp  are  of  a  dark  golden  hue  on  the 
side,  and  ruddy  yellow  underneath,  and  do  not 
exceed  six  pounds  in  weight.  Are  they  golden  or 
common  carp  ? 

The  pond  was  let  out  at  one  time,  but,  strange  to 
say,  not  a  single  trout  weis  seen,  nor  any  of  the 
roach-like  fish  I  have  just  described,  although  trout 
had  been  caught  there  occasionally  up  to  four 
pounds  in  weight,  and  the  other  fish  up  to  a  pound 
and  a  quarter.  There  was  from  fifteen  to  eighteen 
inches  of  soft  mud  at  the  bottom. — Yours  truly, 

Merthyr  Tydfil.  T.  Evans  Gay. 

[German  authorities  say  that  crossing  takes 
place  between  members  of  the  carp  family.  Perhaps 
Herr  Jaffe  would  kindly  tell  us  if  carp  and  roach 
are  known  to  cross  breed.  I  think  there  is  no 
doubt  roach  and  bream  do,  and  probably  roach  and 
rudd. — Ed.]   

A  NOTE  FROM  ILFRACOMBE, 
Dear  Sib, — On  the  advice  of  Mr.  Richmond,  of 
the  Braunton  fish-breeding  establishment,  a  week's 
minnow  spinning  was  allowed  by  the  town  council 
at  the  reservoirs,  the  idea  being  to  get  lid  of 
cannibal  trout.  This  was  not  very  successful  as 
not  many  were  taken,  that  is,  sizeable  (as  the  limit 
for  the  week  was  14in.  trout),  and  the  fish  did  not 
feed  at  all  well.  Perhaps  with  a  boat  the  experi- 
ment might  have  succeeded  better.  Some  bass 
have  been  taken  on  the  pier  and  in  the  harbour 
with  the  rod  or  handline,  7lb.  being  the  largest  fish. 
Codling  are  also  being  taken  off  the  pier,  and  I  saw 
a  three-headed  rockling,  called  here  a  "skuse,"  of 
21b.  weight  pulled  in  off  the  pier;  I  saw  also  a  521b. 
conger  taken  in  a  boat.  This  is  the  largest  I  ever 
saw.  Herring  and  pilchard  are  being  netted,  the 
latter  making  their  first  appearance  at  Ilfracombe 
for  many  years ;  this  is  most  unusual. — Yours 
truly.  Blue  Upright. 

PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  MILFORD  HAVEN. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  if  there  is  any 
pike  fishing  to  be  had  within  a  radius  of  five  miles 
round  Milford  Haven. — Yours  truly, 

Lionel  Thobnton. 


MINNOW  NETS. 
Deab  Sib, — I  see  in  the  Fishing  Oazetie  of  Oct.  15 
a  description  of  a  new  minnow  net,  which  is  a  clever 
idea,  and  no  doubt  does  £dl  the  inventor  claims 
for  it. 

I  purchased  one  in  th«  United  States  many  years 
ago  that  answers  admirably,  and  as  it  is  of  a 
distinctly  novel  form  I  thought  it  might  interest 
your  readers. 

It  is  called  the  "  Umbrella  Net,"  and  rightly  ao, 
for  it  is  made  out  of  an  umbrella,  and  has  the  great 


advantage  of  being  portable.  Imagine  an  umbrella 
open,  the  stick  is  cut  off  to  within  a  few  inches  of 
the  top  catoh  and  a  email  ferrule  put  on  this  end, 
into  which  is  screwed  a  small  metal  eye ;  above  the 
catch  is  screwed  a  small  hook  eye,  the  point  of  the 
umbrella  stick  is  also  shortened,  a  ferrule  fixed,  and 
a  somewhat  stout  eye  screwed  in. 

Now,  if  the  umbrella  be  placed  right  aide  up  on 
the  floor  the  ends  of  the  ribs  will  be  touching,  the 
remains  of  the  stick  being  some  six  inches  clear. 
To  the  ends  of  the  ribs  is  fastened  the  fine  net, 
which  is  spread  flat.  Now,  if  the  silk  cover  be 
removed  the  spring  of  the  ribs  stretches  the  net 
flat.  A  small  bag  four  inches  long  is  made  of  the 
same  meshed  net,  having  a  loop  of  string  through 
its  top  to  draw  it  together.  Inside  this  is  put  a 
2oz.  weight  and  some  bread,  the  mouth  pulled 
tight,  and  the  loop  passed  through  the  bottom  eye, 
between  the  lower  ribs,  and  over  the  hook  eye  just 
above.  To  the  large  eye  at  top  a  line  is  fastened, 
and  by  thence  lowered  into  the  water,  the  net 
resting  on  the  bottom  and  the  outspread  ribs  above, 
with  what  was  the  point  of  the  umbrella  upwards. 

The  minnows  swim  in  and  attack  the  bread,  when 
on  lifting  the  resistance  of  the  water  causes  the  ribs  to 


bend,  cuid  the  net  forms  a  large  bag,  more  or  less,  and  ] 
very  few  flsh  can  escape,  especially  as  the  diameter 
of  this  net  is  nearly  double  that  of  the  ordinary 
kind.  By  taking  off  the  net  bag  and  shutting  the 
umbrella  up  it  forms  a  very  light  and  compact 
bundle.  I  have  caught  nearly  a  hundred  minnows 
at  one  hoist,  also  gudgeon,  dace,  perch,  ruffe,  and 
on  one  occasion  a  large  eel. 

I  give  you  a  rough  drawing  of  same  should  you 
care  to  use  it. — Yours  truly,  H.  G.  Rolt. 

[The  American  "  Umbrella  Net "  is  very  ingenious, 
but  Messrs.  Farlow's  improved  net  is  so  much 
simpler,  and  can  be  made  to  collapse  for  carrying. 

—Ed  ] 


PIIvE  AND  CHESTNUTS. 

Deab  Sir, — The  pike  you  mention  on  page  242 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  1 — 6ee  cutting 
enclosed,  which  reads:  "A  pike,  caught  in  a  lake 
near  Heilbronn  ia  1497,  showed  by  a  brass  ring 
attached  to  it  that  it  had  been  placed  in  the  lal^ 
in  1230" — was  no  doubt  one  of  those  "mythical 
fish"  we  even  now  sometimes  read  of  as  having  been 
captured,  especially  in  some  of  the  Irish  loughs — 
such  as  Conn  and  Cullen — about  which  the  late 
Mr.  Frank  Buckland  said  :  "  More  lies  have  been  told 
of  such  pike  than  any  other  fish  in  the  world  ;  and 
the  Heilbronn  pike  that  attained  a  length  of  19ft., 
and  was  captured  in  1497  at  the  advanced  age  of 
267  years,  having  a  brass  ring  attached  to  it,  on 
which  was  engraved  in  Greek,  '  I  am  the  first  fish 
that  was  placed  in  this  pond  (Kaiserwag  Lake)  by 
the  hand  of  Frederick  II.,  Governor  of  the  World, 
on  the  5th  October,  1230,'  may  certainly  claim  to 
be  the  most  fallacious  fish  on  record,"  and  especially 
so  as  that  king  was  not  born  until  1534.  "Ita 
skeleton  and  ring  were  long  preserved  in  the 
Cathedral  of  Mannheim,"  saya  Mr.  Pennell  in  his 
"Book  of  the  Pike,"  "but  upon  subsequent 
examination  by  a  clever  anatomist,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  bones  had  been  lengthened  to  fit 
the  story — in  other  words,  that  several  vertebras 
had  been  added." — Youra  truly, 

Alfred  Jabdinb. 

[I  knew  that  spinning  that  ancient  pike  of  Heil- 
bronn would  tempt  A.  J.  out  of  the  weeds  to  go 
for  itl — ED.jl 
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Weight  from  Length. 
A  COEEESPOXDENT  who  is  Sceptical  about  formulas 
for  getting  at  weights  of  fish  should  see  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  2  and  Aug.  27  of  this  year,  in  which 
are  given  Mr.  Sturdy's  scale  for  getting  weight 
from  length.  Of  course  none  of  these  things  are 
as  accurate  as  a  Salter's  spring-balance,  but  take 
for  instance  Captain  Seymour's  grand  Tweed  fish. 
If  we  knew  only  its  length — namely,  48  inches — 
and  referred  to  Mr.  Sturdy's  table,  we  should  not  be 
far  out.  The  weight  in  the  scales  was  471b.,  and 
in  Mr.  Sturdy's  table  a  47 -inch  fish  is  given  as  not 
quite  47|lb.  Of  cour.se  much  depends  on  how  the 
length  is  taken.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Sturdy  that  it 
should  always  be  taken  from  the  end  of  the  snout 
down  the  median  line  to  the  extreme  end  of  the 
bight  of  the  tail  fin,  ignoring  the  point  of  the  fork. 
I  think  that  we  should  all  do  our  best  to  establish 
this  as  the  method  of  length  measurement  for 
ascertaining  weight,  as  it  is  only  in  certain  waters 
that  the  eye  to  tail  measurement  is  taken  to 
conform  to  rules  or  bye-laws.  I  never  could 
understand  why  the  eye  to  tail  measurement, 
instead  of  the  actual  length  of  the  fish,  was  ever 
adopted 

Cross- Breeding  among  Wild  Fish— Neglected 
Waters. 

Herr  Jafle,  who  at  Sandfort,  near  Osnabrlick, 
has  one  of  the  finest  fish-breeding  establishments, 
■writes  respecting  cross  -  breeding  in  the  carp 
family : — 

"Dear  Mr.  Mar3to-n-, — Roach  and  bream  cross, 
and  80  do  roach  and  rudd.  Carp  and  roach  do 
not  cross,  but  members  of  the  carp  family  have  a 
strong  tendency  to  cross  inter  se.  The  fish  your 
correspondent  describes  are  probably  a  cross  be- 
tween the  true  carp  and  the  Karausche  (Caramsiua 
vulqarm).  The  cross  is  undesirable,  but  occurs 
frequently  in  old,  neglected  waters,  the  result 
being  a  hog-backed,  thinnish  carp,  with  small 
Bcale.i  all  over,  and  a  light  golden  colour  under- 
neath. The  cross  seldom  exceeds  lib.  to  \\\h. — 
Yours  truly,  "  S.  Jafkk." 

liy  "  net;le^ted  witers,"  Herr  .Jaffc  doubtlcsri 
;ins  lakes  and  pond-*  which  are  allowed  to  silt 
up  and  are  never  emptied  and  cleared  of  mud  and 
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weeds.  Some  of  the  Norfolk  Broads  are  becoming 
mere  swamps  from  neglect.  Of  course,  much  of 
this  neglect  is  due  to  agricultural  depression ; 
when  you  see  the  land  going  to  waste,-  and  fine 
mansions  standing  empty,  it  is  not  surprising  if  the 
lakes  are  left  to  the  weeds  and  mud. 

The  "Deal"  Sea  Rod. 
Messrs.  Henry  Mil  ward  &  Sons,  of  Redditch,  sent 
me  recently  a  new  sea  rod  of  their  manufacture, 
which  is  certain  to  have  a  large  sale.    It  is  made 
in  built  cane  and  also  in  greenheart,  and  is  what 
they  term  a  one-piece  rod — a  five-foot  piece  fitting 
into  a  two-foot  handle.    It  is  a  very  strong,  well 
made  rod,  fitted  with  a  serrated  lock-fast  joint, 
with  porcelain  rings  and  end  ring.    Personally,  I 
think  the  revolving,  rotating  flop  over  the  top 
pulley  arrangement  has  been  a  little  overdone, 
and  by  no  means  in  all  respects  an  improvement 
on  the  original  simple  light  pulley  ring  made  by 
Jones,  of  Scarborough,  ' 
and  first  noticed  by  f 
me    in   the  Fishing 
Gazette  in  1883.  The 
"Deal"  rod  is  made 
with  a  good  porcelain 
end  ring.     The  illus- 
tration shows  it  very 
clearly.  One  modifica- 
tion about  which  I  am 
a  bit  doubtful  is  that  in 
the  winch  fitting.  It 
is  the  lower  ring  which 
is  loose  to  slide  up 
and  down,  and  not  the 
upper  one.    The  idea, 
I  am  told,  is  to  prevent 
a  strong  fish  pulling 
the   reel  against  the 
upper  ring,  moving  it,  D 
and  then  falling  off  ® 
into  the  sea.     In  all  ^ 
my  experience  I  never  d 
heard  of  such  a  thing  hi 
happening  as  the  effect  {/) 
of  a  fish  pulling  against 
the  line  on  the  reel.   I  ^ 
have  had  a  reel  fall  off 
because  the  fitting  was  ^ 
loose,  also  in  boat  and  q 
punt  fishing  through  3 
the  ring  holding  the  u 
reel  being  pushed  back 
against   side    of  the 
boat;   but  I  do  not 
see  how  reversing  'the 
position  would  obviate 
this.   Then,  in  playing 
a  strong  fish,  in  the 
excitement   it  would 
be  by  no  means  un- 
likely that  one  of  the 
hands  holding  the  rod 
near  the  reel  would 
pull  against  the  ring 
or  band  of  metal  hold- 
ing the  reel  plate,  and 
then  flop  into  the  sea 
or  on  to   a  rock  or 
plank  would  go  the 
reel,  whereas  in  the 
ordinary  way  you  only 
pull  the  ring  tighter 
on  to  the  reel  plate.     I  am  not  sure  if  I  have 
made  it  clear,  but  with  this  fitting  you  have  first 
to  push  the  reel  plate  under  the  fixed  metal 
ring  farthest  from  the  butt  end,  and  then  slide 
the  other  ring  up  towards  it  to  hold  the  other 
tongue  of  reel  plate.    Of  course,  Messrs.  Milward 
will  make  the  "Deal"  rod  with  ordinary  fittings  if 
des.red  (they  only  sell  wholesale,  so  orders  must  go 
through  a  retail  house),  and  I  can  confidently 
recommend  this  rod  as  one  of  the  best  I  have  seen 
for  sea  angling,  and  with  a  few  slight  modifications 
it  would  be  first-rate  for  pike,  say,  7ft.  to  8ft.,  in 
two  joints,  with  2ft.  butt. 

How  Rainbows  put  on  Weight  and  Size. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Tracy,  of  the  Exe  Valley  Fishery, 
Exebridge,  viA  Tiverton,  writes  on  Oct.  17 : — "  Your 
note  in  the  Fixhin.g  Oazelteot  Oct.  1.5,  with  referen':'e 
to  tbe  91b.  IDoz.  rainbow  caught  on  a  small  sedge, 
is  of  especial  interest  to  me,  as  I  supplied  the  tish 
in  the  yearling  stage. 


"  Mr.  H.  W.  Corner  writes  me  that  he  also  caught 
another  of  about  B^b.,  but  returned  it  as  he  knew 
there  was  a  larger  one  in  the  pond.  As  an  instance 
of  rapid  growth  of  rainbow  trout,  I  think  that  the 
following  will  take  some  beating: — On  JuneS,  1903, 
I  turned  200  Sin.  to  9in.  "yearling'  rainbows  (that 
is,  fifteen  months  old)  into  the  'Bradfield  Pool,' 
Cullompton,  for  Mr.  Barclay  Walker.  On  Aug.  10, 
1903,  two  months  after  turning  out  as  yearlings, 
Mr.  Leslie  Burt,  Mr.  Walker's  agent,  wrote  me 
saying  that  the  fish  then  averaged  lib.,  and  ran  to 
about  l|lb.  On  Aug.  2,  1904,  he  wrote  me  again 
to  say  that  one  had  been  caught  on  the  previous 
day  (less  than  fourteen  months  after  stocking  as 
yearlings)  weighing  31b.  14oz.  On  writing  to  him 
recently  for  further  particulars,  he  replies :  'Relat- 
ing to  the  growth  of  the  trout  at  Bradfield,  although 
3lb.  14oz.  was  the  biggest  fish  taken  last  summer, 
there  were  others  of  nearly  equal  size  amongst  the 
few  caught— namely,  3lb.  12oz.,  3|lb.,  and  for  a 
minimum  I  should  say  there  were  some  as  low  as 
H-lb  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  reason 
of  this  discrepancy — fish  of  21b.,  2^lb.,  and  2|lb. 
were  the  general  run.'  ' 

"  These  fish  in  August  last  would  have  been  less 
than  two  years  five  months  old,  so  they  had  made 
good  use  of  their  time."- 

I  think  Mr.  Tracy  would  do  well  to  find  out  just 
what  food  the  rainbows  get  which  brings  them  on 
with  such  extraordinary  rapidity.  Surely  it  must 
be  very  good  and  very  abundant.  The  fear  is,  as 
I  have  pointed  out  before,  that  the  fish  may  kill  off 
the  food  supply.  I  beheve  this  is  what  happens  in 
a  good  many  cases  whore  trout  are  put  into  confined 
waters — they  eat  the  food  faster  than  it  can  be 
produced  by  Nature. 

Grayling  Flies. 

From  Walbran,  Ltd.,  38,  Wellington-street,  Leeds, 
come  some  excellent  grayling  flies,  including  Yellow 
Tag,  Dark  Autumn  Spinner.  Robson's  Fancy,  the 
Gem,  Rolfs  Imp,  Marston's  Fancy;  and  the  Witch. 
I  wish  I  were  getting  the  opinions  of  some  Hamp- 
shire or  Yorkshire  grayling  on  them  instead  of 
trying  to  make  out  the  dressings  by  gaslight  in  a 
London  fog.  Mr.  Walbran  dresses  the  flies  on  eyed 
hooks  and  on  fine  gut.  He  tells  me  that  the 
badly-wanted  floods  have  come  at  last,  and  that 
good  sport  may  now  be  anticipated. 

Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  137,  St.  John-street-road, 
London,  send  me  some  first-rate  grayling  flies  with 
celluloid  bodies.  I  see  they  offer  to  send  a  dozen 
for  2s.  6d.  on  approval,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
they  do  not  get  many  returned  to  them.  They 
have  some  new  and  most  taking  looking  patterns. 


The  Shepherd's  Reply. 

The  Westminster  Gazette  and  Budget  give  a  corner 
to  a  good  fish  story  now  and  then.    Here  is  one: — 

"Baths  among  some  of  the  working- people  in 
Scotland  are  not  daily  luxuries,  as  the  following 
will  show :  A  few  summers  ago  a  faithful  old 
shepherd  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  David  J.  Bell- 
Irving.  Master  of  the  Dumfriesshire  Otter  Hounds, 
brought  down  a  drove  of  cattle  from  one  of  his 
upland  farms  to  Ivnockhill,  near  Ecclefechan.  The 
beasts  becoming  leg-wearied  and  footsore,  he 
arrived  late,  and  was  reluctantly  persuaded  to  stay 
the  night.  The  following  scene  occurred  at  ten 
p.m. :  Pert  Maid:  'Now,  Thomas,  my  man,  good- 
night. Would  you  prefer  a  hot  bath  or  a  cold 
bath  to-morrow  morning?'  Thomas:  'Hoots, 
lassie,  gang  awa'  wi'  yer  nonsense ;  dae  ye  tak'  me 
for  a  troot  ?  '  -' 


Applications  for  specimen  copies  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  come  almost  daily  from  anglers  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Here  is  one  received  last  Wednes- 
day :— 

!'From  S.  Antonio  de  Jesus,  Bahia,  BrasiL   Oct.  6. 
"To  Mister  Director  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
"  London. 

"  I  demand  you  to  send  to  me  some  numbers  of 
your  journal,  of  which  I  wish  possess  a  signature. 
After  its  knowing  I  shall  subscribe  a  signature 
and  you  send  its  price.  In  the  waiting  of  your 
response,  I  am  your  friend, 

"IsAiAS  Abres  d'Almeida.'? 

Of  course  we  always  send  copies,  as  the  applica- 
tions are  in  response  to  our  advertisements  in 
English  and  foreign  papers,  and  very  often  "  after 
it^  knowing"  our  correspondents  become  sub- 
scribers. I  wish  I  could  write  Spanish  as  well  as 
our  friend  does  English. 
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Izaak  Walton  at  Droxford. 

Waltonians  should  not  fail  to  see  the  very 
interesting  article  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Vaughan 
in  the  November  number  of  Longman's  Magazine. 
In  his  will  Walton  said:  "I  also  give  unto  my 
daughter  all  my  books  at  Winchester  and  Drox- 
ford." Canon  Vaughan  was  appointed  Vicar  of 
Droxford,  a  village  in  the  Meon  Valley,  fourteen 
miles  from  Winchester,  two  years  ago,  and  it  is 
pleasant  to  know  that  he  immediately  set  about 
to  see  if  he  could  discover  what  Walton's  con- 
nection with  Droxford  was,  and  I  am  glad  to 
see  he  succeeded,  and  Droxford  will  henceforward 
share  in  the  interest  felt  in  all  places  with  which 
Walton  was  connected; 

A  3oIb.  Pike  from  Lough  Conn. 

"Please,  sir,  there's  a  fish  come  for  you  down- 
stairs; I  don't  know  what  it  is.  but  it  is  rather 
high.'i  At  first  I  feared  it  was  a  301b.  Tweed 
salmon  which  Mr.  John  J.  Hardy  told  me  to  look 
out  for.  "Dragnet"  loves  to  act  as  "crowner" 
on  these  occasions,  and  asked  me  to  come  and 
view  the  corpse,  adding,  "I  know  you  like  to  see 
these  fish."  Yes,  I  do;  but  I  don't  like  to  hear 
them,  and  even  "Drag."  admitted  that  it  "hummed 
a  bit."  Rather  unwillingly  I  followed  "  Dragnet," 
saying.  "  Why  the  d-ickens  don't  they  put  them 
in  spirits  when  they  send  us  fish  Uke  this  ? " 
"Spirits!"  said  "  D." ;  "why  there's  about  /our 
jeet  of  UP'  Mentally  putting  two  and  two 
together — four  feet  long  by  goodness  knows  how 
high — I  told  him  kindly  to  do  the  rest  of  the  arith- 
metic. However,  he  persuaded  me  it  was  "only 
the  straw."  I  managed  to  see  it  was  really  a  fine 
pike,  and  heard  afterwards  it  weighed  plumb  301b. 
i  asked  "  D."  for  the  length  and  girth;  ho  said 
they  "could  not  wait  for  that!"  It  turned  out  to 
have  been  sent  by  Mr.  Tom  Clark,  of  Lough  Conn 
Hotel,  and  had  been  caught  by  Colonel  Hewett. 
I  expect  to  see  reports  in  the  daily  papers  of  a 
shark  having  been  caught  in  the  Thames  at 
Wapping,  as  the  great  pike  was  last  seen  on  the 
Thames  Embankment;  R.  B.  IVIaeston. 


SPINNING  FOK  PIKE  MADE  EASY. 


THE  SINGLE-TRIANGLE  FLIGHT  AND 
TRACE. 

By  H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell; 

In  my  letter,  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Dec.  26  last,  re  the  "Central  Spinning  Ilight"  and 
the  relative  advantages  of  one  or  of  two  triangles, 
it  is  observed : — 

"  Since  I  wrote  the  chapter  (Badminton  Library 
"  of  Sport)  quoted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  have 
"had  an  opportunity — though  a  less  extended  one 
"  than  I  should  have  liked — to  put  to  a  practical 
"test  the  suggestion  which  I  was  only  able  to 
"  adumbrate  when  writing  of  the  substitution  (so 
"  far  as  pike  are  concerned)  of  a  single-triangle  for 
"  the  two  triangles  used  in  the  '  Dee  tlight.'  " 

The  "practical  test''  mentioned  was  a  short 
experience  on  the  Hampshire  Avon.  I  have  this 
autumn  had,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  proprietors 
of  some  of  the  best  reaches  on  the  river,  a  further 
and  more  extended  opportunity  of  giving  the 
single-triangle  flight  a  thorough  trial  during  ten 
days'  fishing,  in  which  my  total  basket  was  not 
far  short  of  a  hundred — to  be  exact,  ninety-two — 
and  included  one  pike  of  l()lb.,  one  of  ll|lb.,  and 
one  of  101b.  (fish  of  21b.  or  3Ib.  returned  to  river), 
and  the  result  of  this  further  trial  was  to  confirm 
unmistakably  the  excellence  of  the  flight.  My  pto- 
fessional  attendants,  in  fact,  were  quite  enthusiastic, 
particularly  on  account  of  the  small  proportion  of 
fish  lost  after  being  struck.  One  of  them,  the 
River  Keeper  of  a  closely-preserved  reach  of  the 
water  celebrated  for  the  abundance  and  weight  of 
its  pike,  said  he  never  would  have  believed  it  if  he 
had  not  seen  it;  and  Hayter,  of  Ringwood,  who 
probably  knows  as  much  about  pike  fishing  as  most 
men  (and  who  was — so  far  as  I  am  concerned — the 
suggcster  of  the  '  abovc-lcad-swivel '),  thus  sum- 
marised his  opinion  of  the  merits  of  the  tackle 
after  seeing  it  at  work  for  a  week  : — 

1.  Small  proportion  of  losses  of  fish  hooked.' 

2.  Brilliant  spin. 

3.  Freedom  from  weed  catching; 

4.  If  a  weed  is  caught  the  bait  not  necessarily 
damaged  nor  the  hooks  displaced. 

5.  The  amount  of  force  that  can  be  safely 


exerted — as  when  casting  against  a  head  wind,  for 
instance — which  in  the  case  of  any  bait  attached 
by  external  hooks  would  certainly  cause  it  to 
fly  off. 

G.  The  saving  of  baits  by  the  bait  running  up 
the  line  after  a  fish  is  hooked — so  that  if  fish  are 
tolerably  plentiful  and  running  freely  one  bait 
may  be  calculated  to  kill  on  an  average  something 
like  two  pike. 

7.  Extreme  rapidity  of  baiting.  [Half  a  minute 
is  the  time  in  which  I  did  it  by  the  keeper's  watch.] 

8.  Also  simplicity.  [This  is  so  marked  that  a 
schoolboy,  who  has  been  once  shown  the  way, 
could  bait  the  flight  with  the  same  facility  and 
certain  success  as  the  oldest  Thames  spinner.  ] 

9.  Comjjarative  safety  when  fish  get  into  the 
weeds.   [Heavy  fish — or,  indeed,  anything  over  61b. 


being  pushed  up  the  vent  as  far  as  it  will  go.  The 
1  >ad  is  then  slipped  down  and  pushed  into  the 
mouth  of  the  bait,  until  the  cap  is  pressed  close 
against  the  bait's  lips.  All  that  is  then  necessary  is 
to  re-attach  the  baiting-needle  to  the  hook-swivel, 

If  from  any  undi-coverable  cause  (?  the  'cussed- 
ness  of  inert  matter')  the  bait  will  not  spin,  it  can, 
almost  always,  be  made  to  spin  by  drawing  down 
the  triangle  hook  ^in.  or  ^in.,  and  sticking  one  of 
its  three  hooks  into  (or  through)  the  fleshy  part  o 
the  bait's  tail. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  belly-lead  is  bent, 
as  to  be  slightly  convex.  This  imptoves  t 
'curve'  and  spinning  of  the  bait.  The  convexi 
should  be  tow&rds  the  belly  of  the  bait,  as  also  t 
hole  in  the  cap  through  which  the  trace  passes. 

If  the  belly-lead  comes  out  (or  loose)  in  castin 
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Baiting  Nceole 


Sing le-Tei ANGLE  Pike  Spinning  Tackle,  with  Belly-Lead — Baited  and  Unbaited- 

"  SWIVEL-COMPELLER,"   AND  TRACE-BaITING-NeEDLE. 


or  7lb. — almost  always  make  for  the  nearest  weeds, 
if  there  are  any,  and  the  rush  cannot  be  easily 
stopped.  W'hen  a  pike  gets  'weeded'  with  the 
ordinary  flights,  in  which  some  of  the  triangles 
will  probably  be  outside  his  mouth,  the  odds  are 
that  he  breaks  away,  leaving  the  flight  in  the 
weeds.  With  the  single-triangle,~which  is  usually 
inside  his  jaws,  this  danger  is  minimised.] 

A  drawing  of  the  single-hook  triangle  flight,  and 
of  the  trace  I  use  with  it,  is  here  reproduced, 
showing  also  the  latest  improvements  (which  do 
not  appear  in  the  diagram  as  originally  published 
in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette). 

In  this  tackle  the  trace  is  weighted,  it  will  be 
seen,  by  the  belly-lead — a  lead- wire  '  Swivel  Com- 
peller '.  being  substituted  for  the  ordinary  lead, 


fresh  "nicks"  should  be  cut  in  it,  or  the  old  ones 
reopened  out;  The  tackle  here  represented  will 
spin  a  dace  of  4:^in.  to  5in.  from  nose  to  tip  of 
tail-fin,  4fin.  being,  perhaps,  about  the  most 
perfect  size. 

I  find  the  dace  is  the  best  'all  round'  spinningbait, 
both  for  the  single-triangle  flight,  and,  generally 
speaking,  for  all  kinds  of  pike  fishing.  Next  to 
the  dace  comes  the  gudgeon;  but  most  other  baits 
— including  even  the  perch — can  be  made  to  spin 
with  this  tackle  at  least  as  well  as  with  any  other 
flight  that  I  am  acquainted  with.  It  is  essential  for 
several  reasons,  including  humanitarian  ones,  that 
the  bait  should  be  perfectly  "  killed "-  before 
attachment. 

The  trace-baiting-needle — that  is,  the  baiting- 


Single-Trianc.le  Pike-Spinning  Tackle,  with  t  ndku-IIung  Lead. 
[Triangle  Size  pou  Very  Small  Bait.] 


with  a  swivel  (or  swivels)  above  as  well  as  below  it, 
so  as  to  let  the  twist  of  the  line,  which  is  often 
given  to  it  in  casting,  effect  a  natural  escape. 

It  seems  clearly  indicated  that  the  lead  in  the 
bait's  belly,  with  a  "swivel-compeller,"  forms  the 
preferable  tackle,  as  it  puts  the  weight  just  where 
it  ought  to  be  to  make  the  bait  sink  first  and  sink 
deepest.  It  is  also  easier  to  cast  with,  and  does 
not  so  readily  lend  itself  to  entanglements  between 
trace  and  bait,  whilst  making  the  bait  last  longer 
by  protecting  its  lips  against  weeds,  etc. 

Directions  fob  baiting. 

The  bottom  part  of  the  trace  (with  the  baiting- 
needle)  being  detached  from  the  swivel,  is  threaded 
upwards  through  the  fish  from  the  vent,  and 
brought  out  at  the  mouth,  the  shank  of  the  triangle 


needle  attached  to  the  trace — I  find  in  practice  to 
effect  a  considerable  saving  of  time,  and  to  be 
really  a  great  convenience  in  ev^ery  way,  but  it 
is  not  an  essential  part  of  the  single-triangle  tackle, 
and  may  be  dispensed  with  if  desired — an  ordinary 
baiting-needle  being  used  instead,  with  a  loop  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  trace. 

Messrs.  William  Bartlect  and  Sons,  Abbey  Mills,- 
Redditch,  are  the  wholesale  manufacturers  of  the 
trace-baiting-needle  (which  is  registered,  to  ensure 
accuracy). 

An  'under-hung'  lead  may  be  substituted  for 
the  lead-wire  'Swivel  Compeller,'  and  the  belly-lead 
either  used  in  addition  to  it  or  omitted.  The 
Trace  would  then  be  as  above  represented,' 
[N.B. — This  Triangle  is  only  large  enough  for 
spinning  a  very  small  bait.] 
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AN  ANGLING  ITINEKAKY. 


SWALEDALE  AND  WENSLEYDALE. 


I  WAS  ushered  iato  the  Major's  sanctum  one 
morning  recently — just  before  Sept.  1. 
"  Well,  what  news  ?  " 

■•  I  am  going  into  Swaledale,"  I  rejoined,  "  and 
your  companionship  is  most  essential  to  the  success 
of  the  trip." 

The  Major  demurred  at  the  short  notice  I  had 
given,  and  deplored  the  loss  of  a  full  ten  days' 
partridge  shooting  by  coraplying  with  my  request ; 
but  I  knew  that  if  he  followed  the  dictates  of  his 
own  heart — for  the  pursuit  of  anghng  and  the  love 
of  scenery  are  his  ruling  passions — he  would  easily 
surrender  to  persuasion.  Such  was  the  case,  and 
soon  with  an  exhaustive  map  of  the  North  Riding 
of  Yorkshire  spread  before  us  we  were  poring  over 
it  in  animated  conversation.- 

••  Why,  only  five  or  six  miles  separate  Swaledale 
from  Wensleydale,"  queried  the  Major,  raising  his 
eyes  from  the  map  and  regarding  me  intently. 

'•That  is  so,"  I  returned,  "it  is  the  adjoining 
valley.  "- 

Then  the  Major  went  on  to  suggest  that  we 
negotiate  Swaledale  from  Wensleydale.  proceed  to 
Redmire— in  which  village  we  were  well  quartered 
last  year  at  the  King's  Arms — and,  in  addition  to 
exploring  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Swale,  break 
new  ground  above  Redmire  in  the  direction  of 
Hawes. 

"You  see,"  continued  he,  as  if  ensuring  the  solidity 
of  his  argument,  "we  know — and,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  have  heard  —little  of  Swaledale ;  while  we  have 
already  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the  Yore  has 
unalloyed  inducements  ahke  for  the  angler  and 
tourist." 

The  manner  in  which  the  Major  handled  the 
details  of  the  prospective  campaign  was  most 
agreeable  to  myself,  and  I  was  fain  to  acquiesce  at 
every  turn,  the  whole  in  its  entirety  leaving  little 
to  be  desired. 

Three  days  later  found  us  comfortably  housed  at 
Redmire,  revisiting,  rod  in  hand,  old  familiar 
stretches  of  the  Yore  —  the  sylvan  beauties  of 
Bolton  Woods,  through  which  the  river  murmurs 
and  meanders  in  sweet  refrain,  and  Sir  Wm. 
Chaytor's  preserves,  which  extend  to  Aysgarth 
Force,  two  and  a  half  miles  above  Redmire — that 
is,  the  north  bank  only;  angling  tickets  being 
obtainable  at  a  cost  of  Is.  and  28.  6d.  per  diem 
respectively.  Delightful  weather  prevailed  through- 
out our  stay  at  Redmire,  the  water  was  in  good 
trim,  and  results  were  most  satisfactory,  so  much 
80  that  my  companion  for  a  time  gave  no  thought 
for  what  Swaledale  might  have  reserved  for  us  in 
the  shape  of  sport. 

At  last  appeared  the  eventful  day  for  our 
incursion  into  the  "Valley  of  the  Unknown." 
We  entrained  for  Askrigg,  thence  drove  over  the 
moors  in  a  northerly  direction  to  Gunnerside,  our 
destination  for  the  time  being.  It  would  ill  become 
me  to  profess  my  ability  to  do  adequate  justice  to 
the  glorious  vista  that  opened  out  before  us  when 
the  seemingly  interminable  ascent  of  the  hill  out  of 
Askrigg  was  accomplished — two  valleys  lay  exposed 
to  view. 

East  and  west  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach, 
silhouetted  against  the  sky  line,  is  an  extensive 
tract  of  moorland,  rich  in  blending  colours — here 
purple,  there  light  brown,  and  away  on  the  horizon 
dark  blue. 

Looking  north  we  obtain  a  limited  view  of  the 
valley  we  are  in  quest  of;  below  us,  looking  south 
upon  the  valley  we  have  left  behind,  the  Yore, 
sparkling  like  a  ribbon  of  burnished  silver,  threads 
its  sinuous  course  down  the  vale,  anon  lost  to 
sight  while  tracing  its  way  through  woodland  or 
mountain  gorge,  again  reappearing,  its  surface 
animated  in  the  sunlight,  until,  as  if  seeking 
immunity  from  our  searching  gaze,  it  suddenly  dis- 
appears round  the  broad  base  of  Pen  Hill,  while 
to  the  west,  as  in  a  basin  enclosed  by  towering 
heafJland.s,  Lake  Scmcr  Water,  or  Simmerwater,  in 
whose  pra  ses  the  bards  have  oft  sung,  and  which 
bristles  with  legendary  lore,  is  a  fitting  completion 
to  the  picture  I  have  endeavoured  to  portray. 

Each  was  occupied  with  his  own  thoughts  for 
Bomc  time  afterwards,  and  the  monotony  of  the 
drive— slow  travelling,  in  all  conscience,  along  the 
rugged  moorland  pa9s-  -was  unbroken,  save  for  the 
crowing  of  the  grouse  and  the  weird  and  plamtive 
notes  of  the  curlews,  until  we  reached  Crackpot 


Gill,  an  important  affluent  of  the  Swale,  in  which 
we  discerned  a  goodly  number  of  trout  of  an 
average  of  four  to  the  pound. 

Here  we  tarried  to  give  our  horse  (none  of  the 
best)  a  breathing  spell,  and  enjoyed  the  hospitality 
of  a  farmer  hard  by,  who  afforded  us  much  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  locality  and  invited  us  to  try 
our  skill  in  that  part  of  the  gill  which  flowed 
through  his  land ;  but  unfortunately  we  were  com- 
pelled to  decline,  tempting  as  was  the  offer,  in  that 
it  would  have  necessitated  a  delay  of  at  least  two 
hours,  and  lucky  indeed  should  I  be  could  I  have 
persuaded  the  Major  to  tear  himself  away  from 
the  side  of  the  gill  in  the  aforesaid  time. 

Half  an  hour  after  bidding  good-bye  to  our  host 
at  Crackpot  Gill  we  arrived  at  Gunnerside,  the 
quaintest  village  it  has  been  my  lot  to  enter  for 
some  time  past. 

What  must  it  be  like  in  the  depth  of  winter," 
asked  the  Major,  unconsciously  shrugging  his 
shoulders. 

"I  was  just  wondering,"  I  replied,  as  we  drew 
rein  at  the  village  hostelry,  yclept  the  King's  Arms, 
the  landlady  of  which,  Mrs.  Shaw,  bade  us  a  hearty 
welcome,  and  preceded  us  into  a  comfortable  room 
where  blazed  a  cheery  fire  in  the  grate.  We  were 
the  only  angling  visitors  then  staying  at  the  house, 
though  the  good  lady  informed  us  she  had  had  a 
fair  sprinkling  of  anglers  at  the  inn  earlier  in  the 
season. 

On  the  morrow  we  were  up  betimes  to  tempt 
Swaledale  trout  and  grayling  with  our  fancies  ;  but 


thei'outlookl  was  far  from  promising,  since  the 
recent  rains,  which  had  considerably  improved 
angling  conditions  on  the  Yore,  had  apparently 
unaffected  the  Swale, 

At  Gunnerside  the  river's  banks  are  almost  tree- 
less— a  fact  significant  of  the  wild  and  rugged 
nature  of  the  surrounding  country.  By  dint  of 
perseverance  and  the  use  of  the  finest  tackle,  my 
take  consisted  of  one  trout  and  two  grayling,  and 
soon  becoming  disgusted  with  the  state  of  affairs, 
I  compared  notes  with  the  Major,  who,  though  he 
had  fared  little  better,  decided  to  "fish  on,"  and  then 
retraced  my  steps  to  Gunnerside.  There  I  called 
upon  the  local  distributer  of  licences,  this  district 
being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  who  stated  that  for  many  miles 
up  and  down  the  valley  the  fishing  was  practically 
free,  provided,  of  course,  one  was  possessed  of  the 
customary  shilling  trout  licence ;  also  that  there 
were  many  resident  licence-holders,  amongst  whom 
there  was  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  in  consequence 
of  the  Fishery  Board's  refusal  to  make  them  a 
grant  of  trout  yearlings  for  stocking  purposes.  At 
the  close  of  my  investigations,  and  there  being  no 
sign  at  the  inn  of  my  companion's  return  (the 
Major  was  not  easily  disheartened),  I  took  a  turn 
up  Gunnerside  Beck,  another  important  tributary 
of  the  Swale,  employing  the  worm  as  a  lure,  fished 
upstream.  What  pleasure  I  derived  from  my  sport 
— sport,  indeed !  it  was  made  up  of  three  under- 
sized trout — was,  in  reality,  extracted  from  the 


picturesque  glen,  down  which  the  water  raced  in 
a  spirit  of  abandon,  throwing  up  showers  of  fine 
spray  throughout  its  course  to  the  main  stream. 

Early  the  next  day  we  set  out  for  Muker-on- 
Swale,  three  miles  higher  up  the  valley.  It  is  an 
old-world  village,  much  after  the  style  of  others 
visited  by  us  in  the  dale. 

The  river  at  Muker  narrows  considerably,  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  we  arc  fast  nearing  its 
source,  Edenvale,  whence  also  springs  the  Yore. 
But  I  will  draw  a  veil  over  our  doings  at  Muker. 

Suffice  to  say,  the  stretch  of  the  river  we  elected 
to  fish  was  drawn  blank — and  the  Major's  stock  of 
patience  was  exhausted.  Late  that  afternoon  our 
luggage  was  packed  and  deposited  in  the  rear  of 
the  gis?,  and  the  retreat  to  Weasleydale  com- 
menced. 

As  if  our  trials  and  tribulations  were  not 
already  complete,  on  reaching  the  brow  of  the  hill 
leading  out  of  Muker  a  fine  drizzle  commenced  to 
fall ;  thin  wreaths  of  vapour  came  rolling  out  of 
the  valley  to  meet  us,  gradually  growing  in 
intensity.  Soon  we  were  enveloped  in  dense  clouds 
of  mist,  completely  shutting  out  the  landscape,  and 
then  the  instinct  of  self-preservation  asserting 
itself  we  mutually  decided  to  sound  our  driver  on 
his  geographical  knowledge  of  the  moor. 

"  Don't  ye  greet,  gentlemen;  I'll  land  ye  safely  ; 
but  t'mare  mun  gan  her  own  pace."- 

With  that  we  had  to  be  content,  and  neither 
being  in  a  conversational  vein,  the  light  rain 
having  penetrated  through  overcoats  even  to  the 


skin,  we  relapsed  into  a  silence  that  was  main- 
tained until  the  driver  announced  the  cheering  fact 
that  we  were  descending  the  hill  into  Askrigg. 

Below  the  atmosphere  was  much  clearer,  and 
after  a  brief  stoppage  for  three  tumblers  of  hot 
whiskey  and  water,  we  continued  our  journey, 
which  terminated  at  Thoresby,  a  httle  \illage 
within  earshot  of  the  celebrated  Aysgarth  Falls. 

But  for  our  earnest  expostulations,  endorsed  by 
the  good  folk  at  the  farmhouse  at  which  we  put 
up  for  the  night,  who  described  the  weather  as 
unfit  to  turn  a  dog  out  in,  that  hardy  dalesman 
from  "  away  yonder  "  would  have  on  the  instant, 
as  soon  as  we  had  dispensed  with  his  serviees, 
set  out  on  the  return  journey  to  his  native 
heath. 

As  it  was  he  could  only  be  prevailed  upon  to 
remain  an  hour  or  so  in  the  cheerful  kitchen  in  the 
hope  that  meanwhile  the  fog  would  lift  somewhat 
— "for  I  have  a  strange  lot  to  do  in  t' mom,"  he 
smilingly  said,  as  the  kindly  housewife  insisted  on 
his  wearing  one  of  her  husband's  coats,  while  some 
effort  was  made  to  dry  his  own 

During  our  absence  from  Wensleydale  the  volume 
of  water  in  the  Yore  had  considerably  lessened,  yet 
if  the  trout  were  slow  in  moving  we  encountered 
some  pretty  sport  amongst  the  grayling.  Some 
we  caught  weighed  close  on  a  pound,  all  being 
taken  on  the  fly.  The  greater  part  of  our  successes 
were  realised  in  the  streams  a  mile  below.  Aysgarth. 
but  then  the  whole  stretch  of  the  river  from  Wensley 
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upwards  is  the  very  embodiment  of  a  grayling 
fisher's  desideratum. 

We  were  full  early  for  the  grayling  fishing,  which 
is  at  its  zenith  in  the  months  of  October  and 
November,  consequently  we  had  cause  for  feehng 
elated  when  one  day  we  struggled  home  with  a 
combined  take  of  thirty-three  fish,  the  honours 
going  to  the  Red  Tag.  Fog  Black,  and  Dark  Needle 
— all  well-known  dressings. 

Our  initial  meeting,  much  valued  by  us,  last  year 
with  Mr.  John  Wilhs,  of  Carperby — an  interesting 
village  half  a  mile  north  of  Aysgarth.  and  in  which 
excellent  accommodation  may  be  had  at  the  village 
inn,  mine  host  himself  being  a  keen  angler — was 
renewed  on  this  our  second  visit.  Though  old  age 
is  creeping  apace,  Mr.  Willis  is  still  a  famihar 
figure  on  the  banks  of  the  "bonny  bright  Yore," 
and  ever  wilhng  to  impart  information  to  the 
veriest  tyro.  Last  year  Mr.  Willis's  rod  accounted 
for  six  salmon  in  the  Yore  below  Aysgarth,  which 
were  duly  chronicled  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.    The  largest  fish.  I  beheve,  weighed  15lb. 

Another  day  found  us  on  the  Askrigg  water. 
The  land  of  forest  and  sylvan  dells  and,  for  the 
most  part,  the  tranquil  waters  of  the  Yore  lie 
behind  us.  and  we  emerge  upon  an  open,  clear 
region  of  the  valley,  with  the  moors  uprearing  and 
undulating  on  either  side,  streams  and  long  thin 
flats  that  hasten  and  glide  in  turn  over  rock  and 
shingle,  alternating  from  now  onwards.  At  the 
close  of  our  visit  to  the  Askrigg  length  of  the  Yore, 
which  compared  very  favourably  with  our  doings 
lower  down,  a  letter  one  morning  awaited  the  Major's 
advent  at  the  breakfast  table,  which  demanded  his 
immediate  return  home. 

•'This  is  a  most  unexpected  and  provoking  con- 
tretemps"— since  we  had  that  day  arranged  to 
proceed  to  Semer  Water — said  the  Major  referring 
to  the  letter  he  held  in  his  hand,  "but  you  must 
see  the  tour  through,  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
rejoin  you  later."  Brown  Owl. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Now  is  the  time  to  think  seriously  of  angling  in 
the  grand  old  river.  The  thousands  of  pleasure 
seekers  in  boats  and  launches  have  forsaken  the 
stream,  and  the  quietness  so  beloved  by  the  angler 
has  arrived.  The  Thames  has  not  fished  really 
well  for  many  years  now,  either  in  spring,  summer, 
autumn,  or  winter,  and  the  reasons  therefore  are 
not  far  to  seek.  After  several  very  dry  summers 
the  one  that  finished  up  on  March  14,  1904,  saw 
nothing  but  rain  and  floods,  whilst  the  present 
summer  has  been  one  of  exceptional  dryness  and 
heat.  From  these  causes  the  fishing  has  been  poor. 
Excepting  the  very  wet  season  referred  to  the 
water  has  been  very  low  and  exceedingly  bright, 
and  it  does  not  require  reminding  even  the  novice 
angler  that  both  those  conditions  are  adverse  to 
sport  with  any  fish.  That  the  Thames  is  at  the 
present  moment  well  stocked  with  all  the  species  of 
fish  it  contains  is  patent  to  anyone.  Indeed,  from 
the  fact  of  so  many  bad  seasons  the  river  must  be 
better  stocked  than  ever  it  was,  taken  together 
with  the  grand  work  performed  by  the  many 
preservation  and  restocking  associations.  The 
trout  season  which  ended  on  Sept.  10  was  a  very 
inferior  one  indeed,  and  yet  we  know  that  the  fish 
are  there  in  any  quantity,  and  big  ones  to  boot. 
The  mighty  pike  of  20lb.  to  301b.  which  have  been 
caught  in  Windsor,  Marlow,  and  other  reaches 
cannot  possibly  be  extinct  in  such  a  grand  pike 
feeding  water  as  the  Thames,  whilst  barbel,  chub, 
bream,  perch,  carp,  tench,  roach,  and  dace  are 
there  in  any  quantity  and  goodly  size  as  of  old. 
Indeed,  a  number  of  the  largest  roach  ever 
known  to  have  been  taken  from  the  river  were 
captured  last  winter  and  during  the  summer 
and  autumn.  Pike  fishing  in  the  Tliames  is  now 
seldom  practised  in  the  style  of  old,  as  it  was  by 
Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  and  others — namely,  by  pater- 
nostering  in  the  deeps,  where  in  the  winter  months 
(the  only  time  a  true  sportsman  angler  would 
attempt  to  catch  Esnx  lucius)  the  big  fellows  will 
be  found.  If  more  of  our  present  day  pike  fishers 
would  paternoster  in  the  deeps,  or  even  ledger  with 
a  live  bait  on  snap  tackle,  they  would,  I  am  sure, 
have  cause  to  be  gratified  with  their  sport  with  the 
big  ones,  and  prove  that  thoy  are  still  to  be  found 
in  the  river  throughout  its  length  from,  say,  Staines 
to  Oxford.  Speaking  of  paternostcring  and  ledger- 
ing,  it  goes  without  saying  that  big  fish  of  every 


species,  if  we  except  the  large  Thames  trout,  are 
invariably  taken  on  the  bottom.-  The  large  trout, 
of  course,  feed  on  the  sportful  bleak  chiefly  on  the 
surface,  and  by  dropping  down  a  live  bleak  to 
him  when  feeding,  or  near  his  time  for  feeding,  the 
large  trout  are  chiefly  and  most  certainly  taken.  My 
argument  being  a  sound  one,  well-known  from  long 
experience,  that  the  best  and  largest  fish  are  taken 
on  or  very  near  the  bottom,  the  angler  who 
desires  specimens  must  fish  in  that  manner  in  one 
of  the  various  styles.  Even  the  largest  roach  are 
chiefly  taken  on  the  ledger,  whilst  for  quantity, 
and  not  quality,  the  roach  pole  and  a  traihng  bait, 
one  or  two  inches  from  the  bottom  of  a  level 
gravelly  swim,  is  the  mode  jarAh  princeps.  Spinning 
for  pike  with  spoon  or  other  artificial  spinner  accounts 
for  the  taking  of  numerous  small  fish,  particularly 
when  sufficiently  leaded  to  sink  the  bait  well 
down  in  the  water.  After  this  explanation  of 
things  in  general,  I  will  describe  some  of  the  best 
swims  and  localities  in  the  Thames  from  Hampton 
Court  to  Abingdon.  To  commence  with  a  word  or 
two  referring  to  the  Hampton  Court  Home  Park 
Pond.  This  water  contains  very  largo  carp,  also 
bream,  tench,  roach,  and  pike,  whilst  the  Diana 
Pond  and  Long  Water  are  well  suppUed  with  fish, 
the  Diana  being  very  good  for  tench,  as  it  is  re- 
stocked periodically.  In  the  Thames,  and  standing 
on  the  stone  platform  which  is  known  as  the 
"  Gallery  "  swim,  will  be  found  a  large  and  deep 
eddy.  This  is  a  grand  "  hold  "  at  times  for  very 
heavy  fish,  trout,  barbel,  roach,  pike,  and  perch 
being  often  taken  therefrom,  and  the  ledger  being 
the  correct  style  for  fishing  it.  Going  along  the 
river  on  the  towpath  side,  nice  swims  will  be  found 
all  the  way  to  Sunbury,  particularly  for  roach, 
whilst  barbel  are  often  taken  ledgering  right  in  mid 
stream,  but  when  a  heavy  water  is  running  the 
ledger  lead  must  necessarilj'  be  a  heavy  one  to  keep 
its  position  properly.  Tagg's  Island,  across  the 
river,  affords  a  quiet  spot  for  a  bit  of  roach  fishing, 
and,  moreover,  gives  the  accommodation  furnished 
by  its  hotel.  For  the  punt  fisherman  there  is  the 
Garrick's  Villa  swim,  which  is  just  above  the  island, 
where  roach  will  be  found,  and  sometimes  good 
bream.  At  and  all  around  Sunbury,  on  the  far 
side  from  the  towing-path,  the  punt  fisher 
will  find  splendid  gliding  swims  under  boughs 
and  along  camp  sheathing  or  woodwork,  boat- 
houses,  etc..  for  chub,  and  some  good  ones  of 
2Jlb.  to  4^lb.  and  over.  Where  the  waters  are 
deep  and  sluggish,  the  ledger,  with  either  crayfish 
tail,  large  shrimp,  or,  better  still,  large  prawn  tail, 
pith,  or  even  tripe,  will  more  surely  reward  the 
angler  with  the  largest  fish.  Out  in  the  swift 
running  stream  all  about  Sunbury,  and  particularly 
by  ledgering  from  Clark's  Eyot,  good  barbel  are 
often  taken.  Bank  anglers  will  easily  note  good 
roach  swims  on  the  towpath  side  hereabouts. 

J.  D. 


WET-FLY  WOKK  ON  DRY-FLY 
WATERS. 


In  the  Field  of  Aug.  20  of  this  year  I  was 
interested  in  reading  the  paper  by  "Seaforth  and 
Soforth"  on  the  above  topic.  As  an  old  wet- fly 
fisherman,  but  one  who  has,  I  trust,  no  narrow 
and  ridiculous  prejudices,  I  was  very  much  struck 
by  the  article  in  question,  one  of  several  such  of 
late  years. 

In  the  hottest  weather  in  the  middle  of  July, 
1904,  the  writer  was  on  the  Itchen  above  Win- 
chester for  the  evening  rise,  and  was  fishing  with 
that  imitation  of  the  Red  Spinner  known  as 
"  Tup's  Indispensable."  Taking  no  trouble  to  dry 
it  between  the  casts,  he  hooked  and  turned  over 
twenty  trout  in  the  brief  course  of  the  evening  rise. 

And  now  for  the  interesting  point,  to  all  who 
fish  the  wet-fly  in  particular.  "The  dried  fly  put 
the  fish  down  at  once." 

Before  I  go  further,  may  I  be  permitted  to  ask 
what  interpretation  is  to  be  placed  on  such  a 
phenomenon  ?  Here  is  a  dry-fly  water,  where  I 
have  thrown  my  wet-fly  in  Chalkley's  water — the  old 
Barge  river — on  several  evenings  during  August 
(year  forgotten),  and  where  the  dry-fly  holds  sway 
— completely  dominating  the  position,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  year  out,  year  in — and  yet  these  ungracious, 
not  to  say  ungrateful,  Itchen  trout,  having  flirted 
with  and  spurned  the  beautifully  dressed  dry-flies, 
doubtlessly  presented  to  the  lish  in  the  most  fas- 
cinating manner,  had  actually  chucked  them- 
selves away  to  the  wet-fly,  and  under  conditions. 


too,  of  peculiar  nicety  (I  prefer  that  to  difficulty)— J 
sunny  sky  and  gin  clear  water.  J 

Well,  I  confess  it  rather  took  my  breath  awayM 
and  had  I  been  a  younger  and  more  impulsive  mail 
I  might  have  said,  "Didn't  I  say  so!"  "Oh^ 
King"    (that    is,     wet-fly),    "live    for  ever!" 
"  Bravo  our  side  !  "  etc.,  etc.    But  I  paused,  took 
out  a  slip  of  paper,  and  there  and  then  made  a  note 
of  the  article,  hoping  to  find  some  explanation  of 
that  flagrant  breach  of  good  manners  in  these  much 
pampered  Itchen  trout. 

This  is  Oct.  11,  and  I  am  "no  forrarder" ;  and  as 
for  crowing,  I  am  too  old  a  cock  to  give  myself 
away  by  any  such  premature  and  noisy  expression 
of  victory.    Well,  to  continue. 

I  find  that  the  very  next  day,  "  a  blazing  hot 
one,"  the  writer  "landed  four  brace  by  the  same 
tactics-"  Again,  while  evening  fishing  on  Aug.  13, 
l.-iO  to  8.30,  "trout  were  in  a  very  scary  humour, 
and  went  down  every  time  a  dry-fly  was  put  over 
them,"  but  "the  submerged  Tup's  Indispensable 
took  four  brace."  And  he  reminds  his  readers  that, 
"Save  that  it  was  not  dried,  it  was  fished  as  a 
dry-fly  up-stream,"  which  method,  I  may  remark, 
is  what  any  expert  wet-fly  fisher  would  use,  wind 
permitting ;  for  who  would  fish  a  river  like  the 
Itchen  down  if  he  could  fish  up  ?  He  then  kindly 
gives  us  a  description  of  Tup's  Indispensable,  which 
is  beyond  the  scope  of  my  paper. 

Seriously,  what  am  I  to  make  out  of  this  singular 
caprice  ?  Here  are  well  educated  and  well  fed  trout 
behaving  in  a  manner  which  could  only  be  expected 
of  their  great,  great  grand  parents,  not  of  them- 
selves. If  I  were  to  treat  the  matter  too  seriously 
I  should  probably  make  myself  ridiculous.  I  can- 
not, and,  what  is  better,  I  won't ! 

Still,  there  must  be  so/tne  reason!  Drawing  a 
bow  at  a  venture  I  ask  myself  the  homely  and 
common-sense  question,  "Can  it  be  that  these 
trout  had  been  '  bored  to  extinction '  by  the  con- 
tinual (almost  continuous)  whipping  of  that  classic 
stream  by  the  votaries  of  the  most  exclusive  type 
of  dry-fly  fishers  ?  "    And  why  not  ?  I  ask. 

Day  after  day,  hour  after  hour,  these  wretched 
trout  keep  on  sampling  the  wonderful  counterfeit 
presentments  of  the  natural  and  floating  insect,  only 
to  be  "  sold  agiin." 

At   last,    patience    becomes    exhausted,  and 
trutta  virtually  says,  "Hang  all  order — I'll  to  the 
throng !  "  and  in  a  savage  mood  (he  was  a  savage 
once,  you   must  remember)  he  goes  back  to  his 
ancestral  instincts,  and  to  the  wet-fly.    He  used 
till  now.  to  hold  his  head  on  high — nothing  "  low' 
would  he  stoop  to  conquer ;  but  now,  he  has  bee 
cheated,  "and  better  cheated,"  and,  in  his  despai 
has   begun  to  consider  himself  one  of  the  sub 
merged  Tenth.  Consequently,  when  "  Seaforth  an 
Soforth's  "  fly  became  submerged,  he  instinctivel 
chuckled  and  said  (as  one  of  that  class),  "That' 
your  sort! '-  and  is  "  taken  in  "  accordingly  for 
vulgar  beast. 

I  am  absolutely  convinced,  in  my  own  min 
of  one  thing,  which  is  that  we  have  lots  to  lea 
yet,  and  that  the  trout  themselves,  if  studi 
carefully,  will  teach  us  far  more  than  "porin 
over  miserable  books  "  teaches  us. 

Kindly  permit  me  to  point  out  one  interestin 
and  instructive  feature  in  the  narrative  I  hav 
quoted  from.  There  was  no  history  of  "  bulgin 
trout  "  whatever. 

The  fhes,  sent  by  kindly  Nature,  kept  floatin 
down  that  placid  stream  in  the  most  temptin 
manner,  and  doubtless  were  being  sucked  down  a 
every  rise ;  and  yet,  when  the  artificial  was  sen 
upon  its  journey  with  accuracy  itself,  aU  but  t" 
exact  imitation  of  its  living  counterpart  (win^ 
cocked  and  all  the  rest  of  it),  is  it  allowed  to  pas 
unnoticed.  It  is  noticed,  but  only  to  be  shunned  ' 
cut  dead — for  it  "  put  down  the  feeding  trout,"  wh 
showed  their  bad  taste  by  seizing  Tup's  Indispena 
able  fished-  wet  in  the  most  hail-fellow-well-me 
manner  possible,  even  amongst  Harry's — of  a' 
creatures  familiar  ad  nauseam. 

It  is  rather  absurd,  you  know,  to  think  out 
matter  like  this.  A  modern  trout  seems  gifte 
with  that  pecuhar  kind  of  vision  so  aptly  describe 
as  "  Looking  two  ways  for  Sunday,  and  finall 
faiUng  to  perceive  it"  (Sunday  being  the  floatin 
dry-fly  of  this  parable),  while  he  discriminat 
between  the  false  and  the  true,  sucking  down  th 
natural  insect  with  unerring  accuracy;  and  j-et  let  a 
artificial  fly  be  only  submerged,  he  takes  it  at  one 
though  he  is  supposed  naturally  to  be  gazing  heaven 
ward  at  that  moment,  and  not  downward.  For,  as 
pointed  out  in  my  work  on    Wet-Fly  Fishing, 'i  t' 
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wet-fly  fisher  must  endeavour  to  keep  his  fly  (or 
flies)  quite  near  to  the  surface,  during  the  time  of 
the  rise,  as,  otherwise,  the  artificial  may  sink  so,  as 
to  be  passing  down -stream  under  the  feeding  trout. 
There  is  something  very  odd  in  the  idea  of  a  trout 
having  an  eye  to  the  "  gauzy  insect "  on  the 
surface,  and  yet  managing  to  see  and  to  seize  a 
submerged  fly — even  Tup's  Indispensable — beneath 
him.    It  recalls  Ingoldsby's  lines — 

"  One  eye  is  down  through  the  hatchway  cast. 
The  other  turns  up  to  the  truck  of  the  mast." 

Yes.  it  seems  as  if  these  Itchen  trout  have  got 
"a  sinister  squint,"  like  that  of  the  captain  in 
'*  Hamilton  Tighe,"  and  are  thus  able  to  "look  two 
ways  for  Sunday." 

ilr.  Critic  will  be  dissatisfied,  and  may  desire  to 
compel  me  to  give  a  better  reason  than  the  one  I 
have  given,  to  which  I  shall  reply,  in  the  words  of 
FalstafE : 

"  A  reason  on  compulsion  ?  If  reasons  were  as 
plentiful  as  blackberries,  I  would  not  give  you  a 
reason  on  compulsion,  I."  E.  M.  Tod. 


FISHING  IN  THE  STOCKALPER 
WATER,  SWITZERLAND. 


The  short  note  by  the  Editor  in  a  late  number  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  regarding  Swiss  fishing  and  also 
certain  passages  of  Mr.  Halford's  in  Vol  I.  of 
"  Fishing,"  by  Mr.  Hutchinson,  are  suggestive  of 
causes  for  our  comparatively  scanty  angling  successes 
in  the  particular  Swiss  stream  with  which  I  am  most 
familiar.  The  reference  to  snow  water  checking 
sport  and  insect  food  (notwithstanding  Pictet's 
having  found  so  much  to  record  in  the  insect  life  of 
Swiss  streams  and  lakes)  induces  the  reflection  that 
however  strongly  the  presence  of  snow  water  pro- 
nounces itself,  yet  by  reason  of  its  change  into 
water  from  being  snow  and  ice,  a  varying  but  in- 
creasing degree  of  temperature  in  its  descent  from 
snowy  .summits  to  warmer  valleys  is  indicated  during 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  year.  Although  the  effect 
of  the  cold  must  be  more  or  less  as  the  Editor 
suggests,  and  as  may  be  seen  illustrated  in  the  case 
of  such  a  stream  as  that  referred  to  compared  with 
others  in  countries  where  there  are  no  snowy  ranges 
and  the  rivers  display  a  more  plentiful  supply  of 
insect  food,  there  is  still  a  great  deal  of  fly  or 
insect  life  at  times  observable  on  this  Stockalper 
water  and  on  its  banks,  the  Ephemeridae,  and 
perhaps  the  Dun  family  abroad,  taking  the  lead. 
In  the  warmer  weather  Sedges  abound  and  flat- 
winged  varieties,  dragon  flies  of  different  hues  flit 
past  (though  trout  seem  never  to  go  for  these), 
beetles,  grasshoppers,  and  many  other  forms  are 
seen,  with  May  Flies  in  their  season.  Albeit  there 
are  many  days  (and  places)  on  which  even  the 
ubiquitous  Duns,  as  well  as  all  others,  are  absent 
from  the  surface,  while  viewed  from  the  banks  one 
would  scarcely  fancy  there  was  then  a  single  trout 
in  the  brook. 

This  Stockalper  stream,  like  other  artificial  con- 
duits made  to  relieve  the  lower  country  of  surplus 
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water  which  would  not  reach"' the  Rhone,-  partly 

because  of  this  being  bordered  hy  levee  embankments, 
and  partly  in  consequence  of  the  law  that  great  rivers 
raise  their  beds  above  the  neighbouring  lowlands, 
imperatively  requires  to  be  kept  clear  to  effect  its 
purpose.  The  grade  is  often  steep  enough  to  produce 
currents  and  rapids  tending  to  silt  it  up  in  the  slack 
water  parts,  so  that  the  level  of  the  bottom  has  to 
be  lowered  at  times,  and  at  least  once  a  year  (or 
more  frequently)  a  destruction  of  the  weedy  growths 
which  would  harbour  insect  life  is  a  sort  of  public 
function  rigorously  carried  out,  with  hardly  a 
limited  exception  here  or  there,  by  the  various 
Communes  through  which  the  waterway  runs.  In 
fact  the  drainage  of  the  stream  and  not  its  fishing 
capabilities  is  its  chief  raison  cPetre — hence  what 
might  be  made  a  fine  trout  fishing  locality  full  of 
specimens  rivalling  those  of  the  best  streams  in 
Britain,  becomes,  so  far  as  fishing  goes,  chiefly 
valuable  for  the  rent  paid  by  its  lessees  to  Govern- 
ment, or  what  can  be  obtained  by  tickets  of  per- 
mission to  fish  issued  to  anglers  of  all  sorts. 

To  increase  the  fishing  difficulties  there  is  but 


little  supervision,  none  with  regard  to  controlling 
the  growth  of  bushes  on  the  banks  or  keeping  up 
planks  by  means  of  which  to  cross  side  affluents, 
and  the  weed  cutting  takes  place  at  rather  uncertain 
dates,  chiefly  rn  spring  along  the  main  stream,  while 
the  owners  of  land  from  which  tributaries  drain 
into  it  are  at  liberty  to  clear  their  trenches  when 
they  please,  sending  accumulations  of  flotsam  out, 
covering  the  whole  surface  and  passing  down  stream 
to  a  degree  that  makes  flyjfishing^well-nigh  or  quite 
impossible. 

Young  trout  are  turned  into  the  main  stream  at 
times,  but  reserves  of  weeds  should  be  left  in  places 
where  they  would  interfere  least  with  the  flow  of 
the  water,  thus  providing  an  increased  supply  of 
natural  insect  food  for  the  trout  and  lessening  the 
chance  of  their  preying  upon  each  othei".  Sport  in 
its  British  sense  has  small  place  among  the  ideas  of 
the  profit-seeking  Swiss,  though  dim  indications 
exist  of  some  local  predilection  for  cheap  or  dearer 
fishing,  the  preservation  of  which  consists  chiefly  in 
its  being  taxed,  a  predilection  also  considerably 
associated  with  market  results. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  a  long  time  before  the  liking 
can  be  expected  to  grow  into  an  enlarged  appreciation 
of  angling  as  a  sport  worth  developing  for  its  own 
sake.  If  that  day  comes,  the  Stockalper  will  present 
natural  conditions  affording  a  splendid  opportunity 
for  forming  a  flourishing  and  also  perhaps  a  remu- 
nerative trout  fishery,  if  subjected  to  the  intelligent 
control  of  competent  pisciculturists.  Benwyan. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTi 
10,417. — Drying  fish.  Patentee:  L.  J.  M.  Cabissol, 
Martiguea,  Bouches  du  Rhone,  France.  Fish  such 
as  cod,  is  dried  by  being  placed  in  close  proximity 
to  any  hygroacopic  material,  'n  one  arrangement 
the  fish  is  packed  in  lasers  alternating  with  layers 
of  hemp  w-iste  matting,  which,  after  being  treated 
with  a  hyeroscopio  sultstance,  such  aa  marine  salt, 
has  been  dried  at  a  temperature  pf  140''  C. 
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KODAK  MOUNTS  FOR  AMATEURS' 
PHOTOGRAPHS. 

The  Kodak  Company,  whose  agents  are  legion; 
send  us  specimens  of  the  very  artistic  and  very 
cheap  mounts  of  which]  they  publish  a  variety 


suitable  for  Christmas  and  New  Year's  cards,  the 
space  in  the  centre  being  fiUed  in  by  the  amateur's 
photograph  of  some  subject  which  will  interest  his 
or  her  friends.  It  is  an  excellent  idea,  already 
widely  appreciated. 


THE  CHUB,  THE  PERCH,  AND 
THE  ROACH. 

{From  "  Truth,'-'  by  permission  of  the  Editor.) 

A  QuAKREL  once,  as  Fishes  tell. 
Betwixt  the  Chub  and  Perch  befell; 
And  Roach,  who  loved  the  Perch  beyond 
All  other  Fishes  in  the  Pond, 
Expressed  his  Sympathy,  and  made 
Of  moral  Help  a  great  Parade. 

Go  it,  dear  Perch.    Bravo !  "  he  cries, 
"And  give  him  'Artificial  Flies.'" 
(Which  Phrase  in  piscine  Parlance  means 
What  Humans  would  express  by  "Beans.") 
"He's  big,  'tis  true — a  hulking  Lout, 
But  has  no  Stomach  for  the  Bout. 
Go  in,  and  soon  you'll  knock  him  out.'' 
Encouraged  thus  the  Perch  went  in. 
And  charged  the  Chub  with  spiky  Fin; 
But  Chub,  his  pond'rous  Tail  he  Flaps, 
And  answers  Perch  with  sounding  Slaps, 
Which,  even  though  no  Blood  they  drew. 
The  Perch's  ribs  made  black  and  blue. 
But  Roach  still  cries:  "Have,  Perch,  no  Fear! 
Nor  heed  the  Slaps  he  gives  you,  Dear. 
You'll  lick  him,  if  you  persevere." 
At  this,  a  Dace,  who'd  watched  the  Fight, 
Said  to  the  Roach,  "  You  stump  me  quite. 
'Tis  plain  to  me,  and  plain  to  you. 
That  Chub,  if  slow,  is  stubborn,  too; 
Eke  that  he'll  never  fiinch  nor  quail. 
While  still  a  Flap's  left  in  his  Tail. 
What  follows  ?    if  the  Perch,  your  Friend, 
Will  fight  him  to  the  bitter  End, 
The  Chub  he'll  cripple  sore.    That's  so; 
But  how  about  himself,  you  know? 
Why,  mauled  and  smashed,  in  sorry  Plight, 
He'll  quit,  at  length,  this  desp'rate  Fight, 
With  battered  Ribs,  with  mangled  Fin, 
Nor  one  whole  Bone  in  all  his  Skin. 
And  yet  this  Perch,  whom  Friend  you're  calling. 
You  urge  to  court  that  Fate  appalling !  "- 
The  Roach,  he  winked  his  artful  Eye, 
And  thus,  sardonic,  made  Reply  : 
"Sweet  Dace,  I  always  use  my  Friends 
To  serve  my  own  ulterior  Ends. 
So  now,  I  use  the  Perch  to  rub 
Off  mij  old  Scores  against  the  Chub. 
Besides — th'  unvarnished  Truth  to  speak — 
I'd  rather  see  my  AlUes  weak. 
For,  strong,  they  get  too  proud  and  free; 
But,  weakened,  they  depend  on  me. 
Thus  'tisn't  only  Perch,  my  Friend, 
Who's  serving  now  my  private  End ; 
But  serves  it,  too,  the  Chub,  my  Foe, 
Each  Time  he  deals  the  Perch  a  Blow; 
For  when  they're  crippled  both,"  cried  he, 
"Who's  left  to  boss  the  Pond  but  me  ?"- 
Moral . 

The  Moral  hits  no  special  Nation, 

But  is  of  world-wide  Application, 

Pointing,  impartially,  to  those 

Who  play  their  Friends  against  their  Foes. 


FOR  AMATEUR  FLY  DRESSERS. 

OuTLiriL  Drawimgs 

Showing  ^iTciripemenfof  Plunicipe. 


Reetllheao  Plove.R, 

This  illustration  from  the  National  Sportsman,  Boston,  U.S.A.,  will  be  useful  to  beginners 

in  fly  making. 
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THE  ANGLING  SEASON,  1904. 

The  angling  season  almost  past 
Was  disappointing  first  and  last, 
And  worst  on  record  may  be  classed 

For  fishes  wary  ; 
But  hopes  were  higli — at  fever  heat  — 
When  anglers  braved  th(^  snow  and  sleet 

And  frosts  of  ifebruary. 
And  tried  to  find  in  local  streams 
The  trout  ibey  saw  in  winter  dreams. 

Old  Izaak's  sons  wei'c  looking  glum, 
With  noses  blue  and  fingers  numb. 
Ere  March's  blustering  days  had  come 

Or  trout  would  rise  ; 
The  floods  might  roll  and  breezes  blow. 
But  still  the  trout  kept  lying  low 

Regardless  of  the  flies. 
And  for  Hare's  Ear  or  bright  Red  Spinner 
But  seldom  graced  the  angler's  dinner. 

When  early  days  of  April  came 

And  East«r  times,  sport  still  was  tame. 

And  catching  trout  was  but  a  name 

Or  fond  tradition. 
Some  local  fishermen,  I've  heard. 
To  Toome  Bridge,  on  the  Bann,  repaired 

For  coarse  fish^competition. 
The  perch  in  season  were,  'tis  said. 
Because  they  all  were  Irish  bi'ed. 

In  May,  though  chilly  still  the  weather, 
The  anglers  were  in  better  feather. 
And  Saturdays  brought  rods  together 

Where  trout  resort. 
Like  willows  by  the  water-courses  ; 
The  anglers,  proud  of  their  resources, 

Each  day  predicted  sport. 
The  catches,  I  might  here  explain, 
AVere  mostly  of — the  evening  train. 

In  June  the  anglers,  ardent  still. 
Fished  on  through  weather  often  chill ; 
A  single  rise  with  joyous  thrill 

Would  hunt  despair  ; 
The  trout  at  times  that  chanced  to  bite 
Would  give  the  fisherman  a  fright. 

So  sudden  'twas  and  rare. 
The  "  garden  fiy,"  who  eared  to  try, 
Might  hook  at  times  a  decent  fry. 

The  dams  were  low  in  hot  July, 

The  streams  were  lower — almost  dry — 

The  trout  as  modest  and  as  shy 

As  maidens  fair ; 
Along  the  banks  in  languid  chat 
The  fishermen,  half -dozing,  sat 

With  tales  beguiling  care. 
Or  smoked  at  times  with  all  their  might 
Till  startled  by  some  casual  bite. 

With  August  rains  the  rivers  ro-sc  ; 
The  fishermen  forgot  to  doze 
Along  the  banks  ;  from  long  repose 

The  trout  awoke. 
Far  overhead  the  flies  descried. 
Shook  free  their  fins  ana  headers  tried. 

And  anglers  records  broke. 
The  spell  of  sport  was  short,  howe'er ; 
The  smell  of  flax  was  in  the  air. 

Before  September's  floods  renewed 
The  waters,  beer,  by  farmers  brewed 
Beside  the  streams  for  weeks  had  stew  ed 

For  trout  to  suck  it ; 
The  trout,  preferring  Adam's  ale. 
To  drink  so  vile,  grew  sick  and  pale. 

And  sometimes  "  kicked  the  bucket. "- 
Surviving  trout,  with  health  impaired, 
Th(^  anglers'  deep  rcsentmeni  shared. 

Oclolier  comes,  hut  why  await 

Th(^  closing  season  to  relate 

How  trout  have  treated  fly  and  l)ait 

Since  February  ? 
Like  opening  days  the  close  will  come 
With  noses  blue  and  fingers  numb 

To  fishermen  who  tarry 
In  hopes  of  sport ;  through  drenching  dribbles, 
They'll  wait  for  hours  for — only  nibbles. 

Belfast,  Oct.  10,  H!01.  Okb. 


CLOSING  DOWN. 

On  Monday  (Oct.  31)  the  salmon  angling  season 
all  over  the  North  will  end.  The  season  has  faded 
out  amid  an  experience  of  spring-like  weather,  which 
makes  it  difficult  to  realise  that  one  is  on  the  verge 
of  winter.  Anglers  have  been  finishing  up  their 
season  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee  and  Don  in 
their  shirt-sleeves,  instead  of  waterproofs  and 
sou'-westers.  Seldom  have  fish  been  moic  j)lentiful, 
and  seldom  have  so  few  run  inland,  all  for  the  want 
of  water.  Since  the  middle  of  August  they  have 
been  constantly  increasing  on  the  coast,  and  just 
now  they  are  literally  teeming  in  heavy  shoals  at  the 
mouths  of  the  smaller  riv(M»,  waiting  for  a  rise  of 
water.  On  the  Spey  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught  did  well,  especially 
Prince  Arthur,  who  had  the  rec'ord  fish  of  the  season, 
and  almost  as  a  last  cast.  On  the  Dee,  too,  some 
fairly  good  days  have  been  had  here  and  there,  but 
nothing  general  nor  lasting.  Yet  what  fish  were 
got  were  of  good  weights  and  exceptional  quality  as 
autumn  fish.  All  through  the  droughty  season  the 
best  lure  has  been  the  fly. 

As  yet  tlu^  snatcher  and  the  poacher  have  also  been 
hard  hit.  They  fare  best  when  there  is  a  good  bit 
of  water,  and  plenty  of  fish.  Then  the  watchers 
have  to  cover  miles  of  the  river,  and  watch  a  dozen 
places  at  once,  whereas  under  existing  conditions  of 
vanished  rivers  any  fish  that  are  about  are  concen- 
trated in  the  deeper  pools,  and  under  constant  super- 
vision. The  poacher,  however,  will  be  on  the  prowl 
long  after  the  closure  has  set  in.  In  Scotland,  as  long 
as  a  river  such  as  the  Tweed  remains  open,  the 
market  is  open,  and  ways  and  means  are  not 
unknown  to  the  fraternity  of  disposing  of  their  ill- 
gotten  gain  as  long  as  they  can  turn  a  shilling 
thereby.  Poachers  do  not  run  the  risk  of  heavy 
fines,  or  the  alternative  of  losing  their  liberty,  for 
the  fun  of  it ;  and  if  the  salmon  markets  were 
closed  with  the  clo.se  of  the  netting  season  serious 
poaching  north  of  the  Border  would  cease.  When 
they  find  the  game  not  worth  the  candle,  they  will 
drop  it.    G.  M. 


THE  "  FIELD  "  ON  THE  TOURNAMENT. 

"  The  closing  scene  of  the  Ci-ystal  Palace  Tourna- 
ment was  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  at  the 
offices  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Company,  14,  Victoria- 
street,  on  Sept.  22,  when  the  balance-sheet,  audited 
by  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Saville  Thomas,  was 
duly  passed.  The  total  sum  of  money  at  the  disposal 
of  the  committee  was  £114  Os.  3d.,  of  which  a  little 
over  £23  came  from  entrance  fees  and  the  sale  of  pro- 
grammes, the  only  remunerative  features  of  the 
tournament.  The  expenses,  we  are  glad  to  see,  came 
within  the  margin,  and  left  a  balance  of  half-a- 
guinea,  which  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society.  The  toirrnament,  therefore,  may 
now  be  said  to  have  been  successful  in  all  respects, 
and  the  committee  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  eco- 
nomical management  of  affairs.  That  economy  was 
possible,  however,  was  very  largely  due  to  the  vmsel- 
fish  labours  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  Mr.  J.  T. 
Emery,  who  both  devoted  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
time  and  effort  to  the  work,  and  who  deserve  the 
thanks  of  all  the  many  anglers  who  profited  by  their 
exertions,  either  as  competitors  or  onlookers.  The 
cost  of  such  an  undertaking  is  not  to  be  reckoned  up 
in  money  only.  There  must  also  be  a  liberal  expendi- 
ture of  zeal,  or  it  cannot  succeed,  be  money  never  so 
plentiful.  Of  zeal  there  was  no  lack,  as  the  complete- 
ness of  the  arrangements  testified.  When  the  next 
tournament  comes  off  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
gentlemen  who  did  so  much  for  this  one  may  again 
be  induced  to  lend  their  aid.  And  while  honour  is 
being  given  where  it  is  due,  mention  must  be  made  of 
the  yeoman  service  rendered  on  both  days  of  the 
tournament  by  members  of  the  committee  and  others 
in  superintending  and  judging  the  various  events. 
The  judges  especially  were  very  hard-worked  men. 

"  The  popular  favour  with  which  the  Crystal  Palace 
Tournament  was  received  makes  one  wonder  that  fly 
and  bait-casting  competitions  do  not  take  place  more 
frequently  in  England.  They  are  undoubtedly  very 
interesting  things — altr>ost  teasingly  interesting — ■ 
and  they  might  with  advantage  be  added  to  the  pro- 
grammes of  some  of  our  angling  societies,  not  a  few 
of  which  are  on  the  look-out  for  new  ways  of  inter- 
esting their  members  and  promoting  the  social 
spirit,  which  is  always  something  of  a  difficulty  when 
circumstances  prevent  men  from  meeting  very  often. 
The  social  spirit  was  pleasantly  conspicuous  at  the 


Crystal  Palace,  and  club  secretaries  might  well  take  a 
note  of  the  fact.    It  would  be  possible  within  the  ' 
friendly  limits  of  a  society  to  introduce  many  features 
which  might  present  difficulties  in  an  international 
tournament.   Many  a  club  water  is  the  j)roud  pos- 
sessor of  difficult  casts  which  the  majority  of  members 
omit  from  their  ordinary  O{)erations,  and  which  would 
afford  admirable;  tests  of  skill  under  imtoward  con-  ■ 
ditions.    It  might  be  possible  to  handicap  the  accom- 
plished f(!w  who  have  been  seen  to  catch  fish  in  those 
impossible  places,  or  to  pi'css  them  into  service  as 
judges,  while  the  unskilful  many  entangle  themselves 
in  the  branches,  lose  their  flies,  and  generally  provide 
honest  amusement  for  their  fellows.  Perhaps  it  would ' 
be  too  much  to  suggest  that  the  fish  also  might  jilay ' 
their  part.    Nevertheless,  there  are  trout  in  most 
waters  so  proof  against  the  angler's  wiles  that  they 
might  well  serve  as  objects  in  an  accuracy  com- 
j)etition.  Cork  buoys  are  fully  as  responsive  to  the 
artificial  fly  as  some  trout  of  our  acquaintance."- 


TKOUT  FISHING  PEOSPECTS  IN 
NEW  ZEALAND,  EOTORUA 
DISTEICT. 

[The  Rotorua  correspondent  of  the  New  Zealand 
Herald  has  an  interesting  account  of  the  trout 
fishing  prospects  in  that  paper  for  Sept.  21.  Think 
of  14  tons  of  trout  being  taken  in  one  district,  and 
fish  running  up  to  20lb.  and  more!  Is  there  better 
trout  fishing  anywhere  in  the  world  ?  I  doubt 
it.— Ed.  F.G.] 

"  The  enormous  quantity  of  trout  secured  witli 
rod  and  line  in  the  lakes  and  streams  around  Rotorua 
during  last  season,  totalling  nearly  14  tons — and 
this  only  the  quantity  reported  as  having  been 
secured,  while  it  was  well  known  that  large  '  takes  ' 
were  secured  of  which  nothing  was  heard  by  those 
who  had  undertaken  to  keep  a  record  of  the  fish 
caught — naturally  leads  anglers  to  look  forward  to 
excellent  sport  during  the  season  that  opens  on 
Nov.  1  next.  Already  rods  and  lines  are  being  over- 
hauled ;  already  inquiries  are  being  made  for 
launches,  and  already  the  accommodation-house- 
keepers are  being  requested  ,to  reserve  rooms,  some 
for  the  season  and  others  for  shorter  terms.  Indica- 
tions are  not  wanting  to  prove  that  the  fame  of  the 
Rotorua  streams  as  anglers'  resorts  has  been  spread 
far  and  wide,  with  the  result  that  we  .shall  have  this 
.season  an  influx  of  visitors — particularly  anglers — 
that  we  have  not  heretofore  experienced. 

"  It  is  recognised  that  our  beautiful  rivers, 
rivulets,  lakes,  and  streams  afford  sport  to  suit  the 
most  fastidious,  and  the  prospects  of  the  coming 
season  accordingly  promise  to  surpass  all  those  of 
previous  years.  Never  before  have  trout  been  seen 
in  greater  numbers  than  they  were  at  this  spa^vning 
season.  In  the  Ngongotaha  stream,  for  fully 
10  miles  of  its  course,  fish  were  to  be  seen  in  count- 
less numbers,  all  busily  attending  to  their  domestic 
duties,  while  the  same  sight  met  the  eye  of  the 
observer  in  the  Ohau,  Utahina,  Waititi,  Hamurana, 
and  more  particularly  at  the  Fairy  Spring.  In  fact, 
the  spring,  on  account  of  the  number  of  trout  to  be 
seen  there,  has  been  the  attraction  during  the  winter 
months.  The  prosjjects,  therefoie,  for  good  sport 
this  season  are  more  hopeful  than  ever  they  have 
been  before. 

"  The  acclimatisation  officers  have  been  here  for 
some  weeks  securing  ova  ;  the  exact  amount  taken 
away,  however,  is  not  knowTi,  but  from  the  time 
spent  in  securing  it,  and  the  bountiful  supply  of  fish 
in  the  streams  operated  on,  it  is  computed  that 
between  400,000  and  half-a-million  were  secured. 

"  The  opening  of  the  season  on  Nov.  1  is  generally 
acknowledged  to  be  a  M-ise  move,  as  the  fish  up  to 
that  date  are  not  in  a  condition  to  be  made  use  of, 
while  they  do  not  show  that  amount  of  fight  when 
hooked,  which  is  so  dear  to  the  enthusiastic  angler, 
and  in  which  he  delights.  Disajjpointment,  however, 
is  equally  expressed  at  the  date  fi.xed  for  closing  the 
season,  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  fish  are  in  the 
pink  of  condition  until  the  end  of  that  month,  and 
even  later.  What  may  suit  further  south  is  not 
applicable  here,  and  past  experience  has  proved  that 
the  season  could  well  be  extended  to  the  end  of 
April. 

"  Further  afield  the  fish  apjjears  to  be  quite  as 
plentiful  as  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Rotorua. 
At  Atiamuri  they  are  ])articularly  numerous,  and  env 
to  be  seen  sporting  in  large  numbers  in  the  Waikato 
River  at  this  place,  a  river  which  offers  the  very  best 
sport  for  miles.    At  Galatea,   too,  the  streams 
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abound  with  fish,  and  reports  received  from  all  parts 
indicate  that  anglers  will  not  have  to  go  far  afield 
for  sport  of  the  best. 

■■  For  variety  of  fishing  Rotoina  undoubtedly 
stands  unique.  Those  who  are  physically  capable 
of  travelling  up  and  down  stream,  or  standing  up  to 
the  waist  in  water,  will  find  ample  sport  from  the 
banks  of  the  streams  or  in  the  lakes,  while  those 
whose  health  will  not  jiermit  of  this,  will  find  trolling 
on  the  lakes  attended  with  great  success.  Boats  and 
laimches  innumerable  are  being  prepared  for  those 
who  prefer  trolling,  so  that  none  should  be  disap- 
pointed, whether  they  indulge  in  fly  or  minnow 
fishing.  Last  season  a  very  large  number  of  the  fish 
were  taken  with  the  fly,  and  with  many  this  seemed 
to  be  the  favourite  way  of  securing  them. 

So  far  as  a  supply  of  tackle  is  concerned,  the 
wants  of  visitors  and  others  in  this  respect  will  be 
fully  supplied  ;  they  will  find  no  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing this  locally,  as  there  are  several  who  have  made 
a  special  study  of  the  requirements  of  the  district, 
and  have  imported  large  supplies  of  the  best  English 
tackle,  specially  manufactured  to  their  order,  of 
such  strength  and  quality  as  is  necessary  to  cope 
with  the  huge  fish  that  abound  in  the  streams  and 
lakes.  The  capture  of  fish  weighing  '201b.  and  over 
last  season  led  them  to  reaUse  that  nothing  but  the 
best  tackle,  and  strong  at  that,  would  be  of  any  use. 
The  licence  fees  in  this  district  have  so  far  not  been 
made  public,  but  it  is  presumed  they  will  be  the 
same  as  last  season.  The  interest  that  is  being  taken 
in  angling  locally  tends  to  show  that  this  kind  of 
sport  is  gaining  in  favour  with  the  ladies,  and  there 
is  every  prospect  of  a  large  number  of  licences 
being  taken  out  by  them." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reyorta  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remaeks.  —  The  river  is 
still  exceptionally  bright,  but  the  fish  are  feeding 
towards  the  evening.  In  the  tideway  very  large 
dace  are  being  caught,  and  clients  of  W.  McBtide 
have  been  doing  well  amongst  roach  and  dace. 
Two  small  jack  of  .31b.  each  have  been  caught  at 
the  weir,  but  no  barbel  have  come  to  the  creel.  At 
Twickenham,  Messrs.  R.  Jacobs  and  H.  Poole,  of 
the  Silver  Trout  A.S.,  had  151b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
and  Mr.  H.  Phillips  has,  amongst  other  fish,  caught 
a  roach  of  lib.  2^oz.  Anglers  will  be  glad  to  know 
that  the  Thames  Conservancy  intend  to  stop  motor- 
boat  racing  on  the  river.  At  Monday's  meeting, 
Mr.  J.  D.  Gilbert  moved  that  owing  to  the  increase 
of  the  number  of  petrol  launches  it  be  referred  to 
the  upper  river  committee  to  consider  and  report 
whether  in  the  interests  of  public  safety  special 
regulations  should  be  made  for  the  licensing  of 
petrol  launches,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to 
consult  experts  if  necessary.  He  said  that  the 
number  of  thess  launches  had  increased  from  46  in 
1900  to  273  in  1904,  and  these  launches  were  very 
liable  to  catch  fire,  and  they  burnt  very  quickly. 
A  di-raster  might  occur  if  one  of  them  caught  fire  in 
a  crowded  lock  in  the  summer  time.  The  motion 
was  agreed  to  without  discussion.  Since  my  last 
report  the  £•  11  owing  fish  have  been  taken:  Mr.  Gal^-, 
fishiog  with  Lotan  Hackett  at  Chertsey  Weir, 
captured  a  pike  of  71b.,  and  a  pation  of  W.  H. 
Mileham  at  Old  Windsor  got  one  of  8|lb.  Another 
pike  of  61b.  has  been  caught  at  Wey  bridge.  Captain 
Toveson  landed  a  chub  of  4,ilb.  at  Datchet,  and 
Mr.  W.  B.  Colegrove,  fishing  with  J.  James  at 
Henley,  took  six  nice  chub  by  casting  a  dead  frog. 
— F.  H.  Amphleit, 

  (Henley). — There  was  a  slight  improvement 

in  sport  hero  during  last  week  end,  when,  owing  to 
the  rain,  the  water  was  in  better  condition.  Since 
then,  however,  it  has  run  down  very  clear  again, 
with  little  stream  running.  In  places  the  bottom 
of  the  river  is  covered  with  decaying  weeds  and 
leaves,  and  is  sadly  in  n^ed  of  three  or  four  days' 
rain  to  clear  these  out.  I'ntil  this  happens  there  is 
little  prospect  of  much  better  sport.  On  Oct.  23 
Mr.  C.  Madachlan,  fishing  with  J.  Hawkes 
at  Hambledon,  had  a  jack  of  .5 Jib  ;  Mr.  A. 
Parrott,  fishing  alone,  took  thirty-three  roach. 
Patrons  of  G,  Arlett  three  jack,  best  fish  31b.,  and 
Mr.  Colegrove,  fishing  with  J.  James,  took  in  two 
days  nine  chub,  the  best  fish  scaling  about  31b. ; 
while  a  patron  of  J.  Sargeant,  fishing  at  Sonning, 
took  five  chub  ranging  from  IJlb.  up  to  4lb.  loz. 
All  the  above  were  taken  by  casting  with  a  dead 
frog.  A  large  number  of  bankers  were  down  on 
Oct.  23,  when  sport  with  them  was  very  slow,  only 
One  or  two  having  anything  like  a  bag  of  fish. — 
Stanley  Mkad. 
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Thames  (Teddiugtou  Weir). — Roach  and  dace 
are  feeding  well  now  tides  are  all  right.  One  day,  with 
Mr  G.  Chapman,  301b.  in  two  hours  ;  Mr.  P.  Curtis, 
101b.  One  day,  with  Mr.  Walken  ler.  25lb.  Tidf>s 
are  mw  all  right  for  a  week.  Mr.  Tomlinson  has 
taken  a  61b.  jack  at  the  weir  ;  Mr.  Sanders  also  had 
chub  up  to  21b.  Condition  of  river  rather  bright. 
— Walter  Mc Bride. 

  (Weybridge). — I  have  very  little  to  report 

this  week  beyond  a  few  dozen  roach  and  dace,  and 
a  brace  of  jack,  the  water  still  keeping  very  bright. 
A  trout  of  Qllh.  was  accidentally  killed  at  the  head 
of  the  oil  mills  here  in  the  river  Wey  last  Thursday, 
Oct.  20. — Chas.  A.  Shaylor. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — Pike  have  bsen  well  on  the 
feed  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  R.  H.  Price  and 
party  took  thirty-two  fish,  the  largest  weighing 
19Jlb.,  also  some  very  nice  perch  up  to  21b.  each 
and  a  few  roach,  with  a  tench  of  about  31b. ;  took 
over  forty  roach  on  Oct.  25,  but  nothing  very  large. 
Mr.  Haigh  Smith  took  a  pike  of  6Jlb.  and  a  p3rch 
of  IJlb.  Dr.  Bacot  also  took  some  roach  on 
Wednesday,  the  largsst  being  lib.  14oz. — M.  W. 
Hayter,  White  Hart  Hotel,  Ring;vood. 

Bottisham  Lochs  (Waterbeach).  —  Conditions 
for  coarse  fishing  have  been  again  during  the  we  ;k 
specially  favourable,  especially  for  pike.  Ans;!er3 
who  where  fortunate  to  secure  baits  have  had  from 
six  to  eight  fish  midday.  The  spoon  bait  has  also 
been  used  with  success  now  the  weeds  have  gone 
down.  Roach  bags  have  not,  as  a  rule,  shown  up 
well  during  the  week  ;  they  have  not  been  tried  for 
much. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  official 
figures  of  catches  of  salmon  m^ide  by  rod  and  line 
during  the  past  ssason  have  just  been  presented  to 
the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators.  The  report  shows 
that  in  Watsr-Bailiff  Soper's  district  17  sa'mon, 
weighing,  1851b.,  were  captured  ;  in  Water-Bailiff 
DriscoU's,  78,  weighing  10001b  ;  in  Water-BailiS 
Gregory's,  256,  weighing  25931b.;  making  a  total 
of  460  fish,  weighing  49861b,,  the  numbar  of  fish 
being  double  of  any  year  during  the  past  ten, 
for  which  the  figures  are : — 1895,  163;  1896  156; 
1897,  138;  1898,95;  1899,67;  1900,115;  1901,90; 
1902,158;  1903.261.  The  largest  individual  catch 
was  by  Mr.  Jaokson,  who  creeled  50;  Mr.  Struben, 
of  Spitchwick,  was  responsible  for  42';  and  Mr. 
Holman,  40. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — The  river 
has  been  dropping  two  inches  daily,  and  is  now  oa 
the  fine  side.  Sport  has  not  become  worse,  but 
nevertheless  it  has  been  of  a  very  indifferent  char- 
acter, not  more  than  thirty  fish  having  been  killed 
with  rod  and  lice  since  the  flood  came.  Mr. 
John  Wilson  had  a  fish,  20lb.,  with  fly  at  Cocker- 
mouth,  and  Mr.  J.  Atkinson  landed  one  241b.  with  fly 
on  the  Association  water.  Odd  fish  have  been  taken 
on  the  Keswick  water.  The  report  of  the  netting 
opprations  at  Salmon  Hall  has  just  been  published, 
and  shows  that  895  sea- trout, averaging  21b.  12Joz  , 
130  grilse,  average  weight  51b.  3oz.,  and  saventy- 
seven  salmon,  average  weight  131b  12oz.,'  were 
taken  botweoa  June  and  Sept.  14.  Trout  were  112 
more  than  in  the  previous  season,  grilse  the  same 
number,  and  salmon  thirty-five  fewer  than  last 
season.  The  Fishery  Board  have  decided  to  approach 
the  coal  owners  with  a  view  to  mitigating  the  coal 
dust  pollution  nuisance  from  Camerton  to  the  sea. 
— Black  Tom. 

Eden  (Carlisle).  —No  floods,  no  fish !  This  is 
the  present  state  of  affairs,  and  is  causing  great 
disappointment.  Unless  there  is  a  good  spate 
about  the  end  of  September,  we  do  not  get  good 
autumn  fishing.  This  year,  we  could  have  done 
with  a  six  or  eight  feet  rise  to  clear  away  bank  lying 


across  the  river  at  Rockcliife.  This  bank  is  com- 
posed of  a  mi.xture  of  Carlisle  sewage  and  sand,  and 
will  not  be  moved  except  by  a  good  flood.  It  is 
a  great  obstruction  to  fish  running  from  the  Solway, 
but  this  does  not  trouble  the  corporation  wiseacres. 
They  are  above  such  triflps.  We  had  a  couple  of 
feet  of  fresh  water  about  a  fortnight  since,  when  a 
few  fish  seem  to  have  slipped  up.  Mr.  Lockhart 
has  had  two  small  ones  in  the  Cargo  water  ;  Mr.  T. 
Bone,  one,  131b.,  at  Grinsdale ;  Mr.  Birkett,  one, 
151b.,  in  the  Boat  House  stream;  and  Mr.  Cyril 
Prescott,  a  splendid  new-run  fish  of  24lb.  in  the 
Wetheral  water.  There  is  no  sign  of  rain  at  present. 
— Silver  Grey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Some  good  catches  of 
pike,  perch,  roach,  and  eels  have  been  made  in  the 
Exe  at  Cowley,  St.  David's,  E.\wiok,  Bonhay,  and 
at  the  point,  while  in  the  canal  near^and  at  Turf, 
Topsham,  Lime  Kilns,  Countess  Weir,  and  Hanna- 
ford's  lock  equally  good  sport  has  been  expeiienced. 
At  Exmouth,  baas,  mullet,  pollack,  and  smelt  are 
being  caught,  and  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  :White,  Pop- 
kin,  Bastin,  Worthy,  Perry,  Pollard,  Beck,  and 
others  have  been  having  good  sport.  —  Red 
Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribataries.— Though  the  rains  have 
refreshed  the  Lea,  Stort,  Beane.  and  other  rivers, 
they  are  far  from  being  in  condition  for  ang'ing, 
and  during  the  past  week  no  catches  worth  record- 
ing have  been  notified  me.  Few  anglers  have,  in 
fact,  been  out,  as  successful  roach-fishing  in  the 
public  reaches  seems  out  of  the  question  now  the 
river  is  so  bright.  In  the  quiet  backwaters  and 
preserved  lengths  some  nice  roach  and  other  fish 
are  being  met  with  at  times,  but  sport  in  a  general 
sense  is  just  now  at  its  lowest  ebb. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lowestoft  (Oulton  Broad  and  District). — 
Roach  are  well  on  the  feed,  and  good  bags  have 
been  taken  by  those  who  have  been  out,  but  the 
sea  angling  at  Lowestoft  and  the  numerous  com- 
petitions held  there  have  induced  a  good  many 
people  temporarily  to  forsake  tha  Broad.  The 
weeds  are  now  beginning  to  die  down,  and  pike 
fishing  will  soon  be  going  strong.  Mr.  Horne,  of 
the  Wherry  Hotel,  informs  me  that  a  nice  pike  of 
lO^lb.  was  taken  a  few  days  ago.  He  also  reports 
that  on  Oct.  19,  a  gentleman  staying  at  the  Wherry 
landed  309  splendid  roach  — H.  L.  F. 

ItUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  very  low  indeed,  and 
weeds  are  showing  thickly,  and  a  good  fall  of  rain 
is  wanted  to  flush  the  river.  Angling  has  been 
slow  this  week.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
sport  has  been  limited  to  one  or  two  brace  of  nic3 
fish  with  the  fly.  The  leaves  in  the  river  are  a 
nuisance  anglers  have  to  put  up  with  at  present. 
With  more  water,  sport  should  improve.  The 
Pinsley  is  low. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Opportunities  for  our 
anglers  have  at  last  presented  themselves,  and 
every  advantage  has  been  taken  of  them,  for  an 
exceptionally  large  number  have  had  one  of  the 
rarest  chances  for  pike  fishing  that  have  occurred 
for  many  years.  It  is  estimated  that  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
river  during  two  or  three  days  of  the  present 
week,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  the  most 
extraordinary  "feeding"  time  that  anyone  re- 
members. The  average  weight  of  the  pike  captured 
was  from  31b.  to  61b.,  but  Mr.  Hollis'  seemed  the 
largest  taken  this  season,  weighing  8{-lb.  He  also 
headed  the  list  for  the  largest  number  of  pike 
captured,  having  secured  thirteen  fine  fish.  M&ny 
very  heavy  ones  got  away,  and  the  sport  for  pike 
has  not  afforded  anything  like  it  for  j'ears,  as  the 
river  seemed  literally  teeminf?  with  them. — E.  A.  S, 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  now 
low  and  clear  and  thickly  covered  with  dead  leaves, 
which  render  fly-fishing  almost  hopeless.  The 
freshet  which  has  been  so  much  needed  for  the 
chance  of  a  little  sport  with  the  peal  has  not  come, 
and  consequently  all  hopes  for  the  present  season 
must  now  be  considered  to  be  vain.  Both  minnow 
and  fly  have  lately  been  tried  on  the  public  water 
near  the  mouth  without  any  success.  Some  nice 
catches  of  pollack  are  being  had  over  the  rocks  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  the  prawn  nets  have 
had  good  hauls. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  a  much  better 
colour,  and  perch  have  come  well  on  the  feed.  Thirty 
decent  fish  to  Mr.  Hollings'  rod  .paternostering  in 
one  hour  ;  his  last  gudgeon  answered  for  five  perch. 
Forty  roach  and  two  jack  he  got  the  same  day. 
Winter  season  seems  commencing  very  well  as 
regards  sport ;  weeds  rotting  ofi  a  treat,  too. — A. 

SCARD. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Anglers  are  having  a  grand  time,  especially 
with  grayling,  and  good  takes  of  these  fish  are 
the  rule,  and  all  in  good  condition.  Pike,  too, 
have  been  taken,  but  none  as  yet  to  beat  the 
record,  which  some  of  our  local  anglers  hope  to  be 
able  to  beat.    Anglers  with  less  pretensions  have 
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good  sport  with  coarse  fish,  which  are  very  abun- 
dant in  these  streams,  especially  chub,  and  more 
edible  flsh,  such  as  roach,  perch,  and  dace,  are  also 
captured  daily. — Vybnwy, 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Nothing  has  been  done 
since  my  last  report,  the  water  being  aa  clear  aa  it 
can  possibly  be,  and  no  stream  running.  Fish  of 
all  sorts  are  dead  off  the  feed,  and  although  several 
anglers  have  been  out,  scarcely  a  sizeable  fish  has 
been  captured.  Nothing  will  be  done  until  we  get 
some  rain,  but  it  will  take  a  large  quantity  to  put 
any  colour  into  the  water. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Snssez  Rivers  and  ChiolieBter  Canal. — 
The  weather  generally  has  been  fine  and  summer- 
like. Fogs  in  the  morning  and  evening,  and 
during  the  past  few  days  a  tinge  of  frost,  succeeded 
by  bright  sunshine.  A  good  freshet  is  badly 
needed  as  rivers  are  full  of  leaves  and  decayed 
weeds.  Roachjup  to  lib.  lOJoz.  have  been  taken 
from  the  Ouse  below  Lewes,  and  from  the  Barcombe 
district  roach  up  to  i  '^lh.,  and  pike  of  7  Jib.  At 
Chichester  Canal,  perch  up  to  over  lib.  have  been 
captured.  A  visitor  a  few  days  since  landed  a  fine 
perch  of  31b.  14oz.  Eels  up  to  2  Jib.,  and  among 
pike,  Mr.  Gilmore  secured  a  nice  fish  of  over  41b. 
A  few  bass  and  codling  are  notified  from  Chichester 
Harbour. — Geobge  F.  Saltbr. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  very  low  and  clear,  and  is  not  in  good  order 
^  for  fishing.  Rain  is  wanted  to  give  the  water  a 
flush.  Angling  has  been  tried  by  a  good  few  with 
the  fly.  Maggot  fishing  has  been  good  amongst 
roach,  dace,  perch,  and  chub,  and  some  good-sized 
fish  have  been  landed.  Pike  are  no  w  moving  better, 
and  two  were  taken  at  the  end  of  last  week  with 
live  bait.  Thejprospect  for  sport  at  present  is  not 
bright,  although  during  midday  the  grayling  riae 
well  on  some  stretches.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
several  good  grayling  were  landed  with  the  fly.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low,  and 
little  fishing  done  on  them  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

  Tenbury. — The  water  in  this  part  is  now 

running  very  low  and  clear,  and  the  fishing  is 
bothered  by  the  large  quantity  of  leaves  now 
going  down  the  river.  Angling  has  not  been 
brisk,  but  a  few  rods  have  been  out.  Grayling  are 
on  the  feed,  and  have  been  on  the  move  at  midday, 
and  one  or  two  more  lots  of  grayling  have  been 
taken  of  late  above  the  town.  Prospects  are  dull, 
until  there  is  more  water  in  the  river. — Wobcesteb. 

Torcross  Ley. — The  ley  is  quite  clear  of  weeds, 
thanks  to  Wadham's  aquatic  weed  cutter.  The 
weather  is  fine,  and  the  fishing  very  good.  Mr. 
Hudson,  of  Bradford,  landed  293  perch  and  rudd  in 
three  days,  and  fourteen  pike;  the  largest  pike 
lOJIb.,  the  largest  rudd  21b.  2oz. — W.  Vickeby. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — There  was  a  good  bit  of  sport  had  on  the 
Tyne  during  last  week,  quite  a  good  number  of 
grilse  and  salmon  being  taken.  One  angler  at 
Wylam  got  three  fish — two  salmon  and  one  grUse. 
At  Ryton,  too,  several  rods  were  out,  and  were  fairly 
successful.  One  got  four  fish  (a  salmon  of  1  lib. ,  and 
three  grilse  of  6  Jib.,  51b.,  and  41b.),  and  another  three 
fish  (two  salmon  of  9  Jib.  and  111b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
.51b).  So  that  in  spite  of  the  want  of  water  the 
salmon  season  is  finishing  up  very  well  in  the  Tyne. 
There  has  been  very  fair  sport  on  the  Coquet 
amongst  the  bull-trout  and  also  on  the  AIn. 
Grayling  fishers  are  doing  well  on  the  Till  I  hear, 
and  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  water  is  very 
low  and  clear.  Best  flies :  Bradshaw's  Fancy, 
Silver  Dun,  Red  Tag,  and  Golden  Dun. — Henry 
A.  MuRTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle- on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  in  fairly  good  condition, 
but  the  fish  seem  rather  shy  in  taking  in  consequence 
of  the  bright  weather.  The  anglers  must  now  make 
the  most  of  their  time  as  the  season  closes  on  Tues- 
day, Nov.  1.  The  following  are  the  kills  reported  :  — 
Wednesday,  Oct.  19 — Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  jun.,  a 
botcher.  Thursday,  Oct.  20 — Major  Trevor,  three, 
71b.,  'Jib.,  and  111b.,  in  the  Bindings;  Mr.  Tom 
Edwards,  one,  ,11  Jib.,  in  the  Road  pool;  Mr.  J. 
Pitt,  a  botcher."  Saturday,  Oct.  22— Mr.  E.  Row- 
lands, two.  Monday,  Oct.  24 — Mr.  R.  Rickards, 
one,  101b.  ;  Major  Trevor,  two,  in  the  Bindings  ; 
the  Rev.  Hair,  three.  Tuesday,  Oct.  25 — Mr.  J.  T. 
Davies,  two;  Colonel  Morris,  one. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The 
weather  and  the  water  have  been  all  that  we  could 
wish  for,  but  sport  on  the  above  rivers  has  only 
been  very  moderate.  I  can  only  hear  of  a  brace  or 
two  being  taken  from  either  stream.  These  gentle- 
men who  have  fished  the  Wye  very  carefully  have 
only  landed  two  to  five  Gah,  this  river  being  very 
low  and  clear.  The  Derwent  has  only  afforded 
similar  creeh.  Mr.  T.  Coates,  fishing  the  Darleydale 
Club's  water  on  Oct.  22,  one  brace,  and  several 
others  two  or  three  fish.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland,  fishing 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association 
waters  near  Matlock  Bridge,  one  brace  of  very  good 
grayling.    Several  anglera  have  been  fishing  the 


Whatstandwell  portion  of  this  river,  and  secured  a 
few  perch  and  roach  with  maggots  and  worms  for 
bait.  We  want  a  downpour  of  rain  and  a  few  frosts, 
which  would  improve  fishing  all  round.  The  best 
flies  have  been  a  small  Ash  Dun,  Coopnr's  Fancy, 
Grey  Quill,  Red  Quill,  Apple  Green,  Needle  Fly, 
Little  Chap,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble. — 

DOTTEBEL. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe.  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Torks). — Angling  during  the  last  few  days 
ha^  been  uncertain.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore.  A  few  rods  have 
been  out  on  the  Cover,  and  some  decent  baskets  of 
grayling  have  been  caught  with  the  fly.  and  also 
with  swimming  the  worm  and  maggot.  Fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and 
Ripon.  The  Swale  has  been  in  nice  cond  tion. 
Last  week-end  a  few  fishermen  were  out,  and  some 
very  nice  grayling  were  caught  with  worm  at  Easeby 
and  Catterick  Bridge.  Some  fair  baskets  of  mixed 
fish  have  been  caught  at  Baldersby,  BrafTerton,  and 
Myton.  The  Derwent  has  been  in  fair  trim  for 
angling ;  the  pike  are  moving  freely  in  the  upper 
reaches,  one  or  two  nice  fish  have  been  caught  daily 
with  live  bait.  Some  very  nice  takes  of  coarse 
fish  have  been  taken  at  Yeddingham,  Stamford 
Bridge,  and  Malton.  The  Wharfe  is  in  nice  condition, 
but  rather  low.  Grayling  fiahiog  has  been  fair  in 
the  upper  reaches  at  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods,  and 
llkley.  Fair  baskets  have  been  caught  with  the  fly, 
best  patterns  have  been  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Water- 
hen  Quill,  Red  Tag  and  Dark  Needle.  In  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Wharfe  some  very  nice  fish  have 
been  taken  at  Woodhall  and  Colliogham  Bridge, 
also  at  Boston  Spa,  with  the  fly,  best  flies  in  this 
district  being  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Fog  Black,  Red 
Tag,  and  Miller's  Dark  Need'e.  The  bottom  fisher- 
men have  done  well  during  the  last  few  days. 
Some  very  nice  takes  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
got.  Baskets  ranging  from  51b.  to  101b.  have  been 
got  at  Tadcaater,  Ulleskelf,  and  Ryther. — John 
E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — We  are  now  within 

measurable  distance  of  the  closing  of  the  season  of 
the  Esk  and  Liddle  and  their  tributaries  on  Oct.  31. 
So  far  as  salmon  angling  is  concerned  the  season 
throughout  has  been  a  very  disappointing  one,  more 
especially  the  autumn  fishing,  which  is  usually 
much  superior  to  the  early  spring  angling,  as 
the  Esk  is  by  no  means  a  spring  river  for 
salmon.  From  the  commencement  of  the  season 
the  weather  has  been  exceptiona'ly  fine,  and  during 
the  entire  summer  there  was  not  a  single  flood  of 
any  weight  sufficient  to  cleanse  the  river  and  clear 
away  the  accumulations  of  sediment,  or  to  admit 
of  a  proper  run  of  salmon  from  the  tidal  waters. 
During  the  back  end  there  were  plenty  of  fish  in 
most  of  the  pools  of  the  Esk,  but  the  water  was 
generally  too  low  and  clear  for  successful 
angling.  Sea-trout  have  been  plentiful  since 
June,  and  the  takes  of  herling  in  July  and 
August  were  beyond  the  average  of  former  years. 
Grilse  have  been  a  failure  all  through,  both  in  the 
Solway  and  in  the  rivers,  where  a  few  odd  ones  were 
caught  occasionally  averaging  about  51b.  Yellow 
trout  fishing  has  been  good  throughout  the  season, 
and  some  grand  baskets  were  made  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Esk  and  in  some  of 
the  tributaries,  notably  Ewes  and  Tarras,  close 
to  Langholm,  Good  hauls  of  yellow  trout  were 
also  made  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle,  while 
sea-trout  and  herliog  afforded  good  sport  in  the 
Canonbie  portion  of  the  river  ;  yet  it  (Liddle)  com- 
pared unfavourably  with  the  Esk  as  regards  salmon 
fishing,  bad  as  that  was.  The  salmon  caught  in  the 
Esk  during  the  autumn  generally  ranged  from  101b. 
up  to  201b.  Early  this  month  Mr.  M'Lellan  made 
the  best  haul  of  the  season  in  the  Willow  and 
Cauldron  pools  ;  when  fishing  from  the  Netherby  side 
of  the  Double  water  he  landed  three  salmon  weighing 
respectively  181b,  IClb.,  and  131b,  while  about  a 
week  later  Mr.  S.  McKune,  jun.,  landed  a  fish  in 
Canonbie  water  which  scaled  221b.,  and  Dr.  Ander- 
son, Eskbank,  Canonbie,  caught  a  fine  salmon  in 
the  Cauldron  pool,  weighing  20lb.,  while  an  odd  fish 
now  and  then  of  about  151b.  or  161b.  vsas  got  in 
Langholm  water ;  Mr.  S.  McKune  caught  a  salmon 
weighing  181b.  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  early 
in  October.  The  season  is  closing  very  unfavourably 
in  both  Esk  and  Liddle,  and  few  salmon  are  being 


TiidUT,  SEA-Tr.onT,  AND  SALMON  Fliks.— One  of  the  largest 
stook.s  in  the  kiiisdom.  Special  attentiou  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Moiuited  fly  casts  for 
riverorlake,  Is.  6<i.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casta,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  imdrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  (piality, 
9d.  each. — J.  E.  Mn<LBR,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New 
8tation-street,  Leeds.  Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


landed,  while  other  rivers  are  doing  better — for 
instance,  on  the  Tyne  this  week  Mr.  J.  W.  Dixon 
landed  a  splendid  salmon  scaling  351b,  Fishing  in 
Langholm  water,  Mr.  Thos.  Morrison  caught  a 
small  salmon  in  Todholes.  In  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch's  reserved  wate»  an  angler  from  Lang- 
holm Lodze  landed  two  salmon,  while  a  third 
salmon  fell  to  another  rod.  Mr.  Borthwick 
landed  a  salmon  in  the  upper  waters.  Mr.  Francis 
had  a  small  fish  in  Langholm  water.  Fishing  in 
Burnfoot  water,  above  Langholm,  Mr.  J.  Irving 
landed  a  small  salmon  of  101b,  with  a  Dark  Turkey 
Wing  fly.  A  few  small  fish  have  been  got  in  the 
Brooraholm  reserved  water  below  Skippers  Bridge. 
Other  anglers  have  had  fairly  good  baskets  of  sea- 
trout  and  herling.  A  good  many  salmon  rods  have 
been  out  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk  during  the 
last  week,  but  nothing  worth  recording  was 
caught  beyond  a  salmon  of  121b.  taken  by 
Mr.  McKune,  jun.,  Canonbie,  and  a  few  sea-trout 
and  herling  by  Messrs.  Little,  Murray,  Steel, 
and.  others.  A  few  yellow  trout  continue  to  be 
caught  at  night.  In  the  lower  waters,  Mr. 
.Jackson  landed  a  small  salmon,  Mr.  McNeill 
caught  a  fish  weighing  91b  ,  below  Longtown.  Mr. 
McLellan  landed  a  small  Baliu>n  in  the  Netherby 
side  of  the  Cauldron  pool.  Fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Murray  had  two  sea-trout 
in  Dainfoot  pool ;  Mr.  Walker  had  some  herling  and 
a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Johnstone  had  a  few  herling  in  the 
upper  reaches ;  Messrs.  Armstrong  and  Graham 
hai  each  some  herling.  Rain  has  been  falling 
in  Lidclesdale  during  tho  week,  but  although  the 
river  was  a  little  disturbed  it  soon  subsided. 
Last  week  the  Solway  stake-net  fishings,  belonging 
to  the  Burgh  of  Annan,  were  let  by  public  roup  on 
a  lease  of  five  years,  commencing  on  Feb.  25,  1905. 
The  fishings  were  let  five  years  ago  to  Mr.  Arthur 
Henry  Johnstone- Douglas,  Comlongon  Castle,  at 
an  annual  rental  of  £34  2.  Last  week  the  bids 
increased  up  to  £404  per  annum,  and  were  again 
let  to  Mr.  Johnstone- Douglas  at  that  figure,  an 
advunce  of  £62  on  the  old  lease.  With  regard  to 
the  grilse  season  of  July  and  August  it  was  cer- 
tainly the  worst  experienced  in  all  the  Scottish 
rivers  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  anglera,  but 
the  herling  fishing  somewhat  compensated  for  that 
shortcoming,  thirty  to  fifty  and  up  to  seventy  being 
creeled  by  the  same  angler  at  a  fishing. — Gilnockie. 

Lossie  (Morayshire). — The  past  season  on  the 
Lossie  has  been  somewhat  disappointing  compared 
with  former  years,  which  is  attributed  in  no  smc^ll 
measure  to  the  drought  of  July  and  August.  With 
the  increased  volume  of  water  in  September  sea- 
trout  came  with  a  rush,  and  in  some  degree  made 
amends  for  the  long-delajed  ascent.  During  the 
leist  week  or  two  salmon  have  been  running  in  twos 
and  threes,  but  seem  somewhat  slow  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  deeper  water.  In  the  early  months 
finnock  were  not  over  numerous.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Lossie  District  Fishery  Board  was 
held  in  Elgin  on  Oct.  21,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gtordon  presiding.  I'rom  the  superintendent's  report 
the  number  of  spawning  beds  counted  on  the  river 
in  the  season  was  473,  the  first  of  which  wea  seen  on 
October  13,  1903.— J.  M. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  last  week  of 
the  present  season  has  been  on  a  par  with  the  rest 
of  it  throughout  the  summer  and  autumn.  Although 
there  is  water  enough  in  the  river,  the  fish  are  not 
yet  running  in  any  number.  They  have  all  to 
come  away  from  the  sea  yet,  and  any  day  may  be 
seen  disporting  themselves  in  the  voes  and  bays 
around  the  coast.  Most  of  the  sportsmen  have  left, 
but  a  few  on  the  middle  and  lower  waters  still 
remain.  Only  an  occasional  fish  is  being  got,  and 
that  at  rare  intervals.  Never  in  the  experience 
of  the  oldest  fisherman  has  there  been  such  an 
inglorious  wind  up,  for  practically  it  is  over, 
although  Monday  (Oct.  31)  is  the  closing  day. 
On  the  Durris  waters  one  day  lately  Mr.  Baird  hsid 
three  fish,  and  one  or  so  is  being  got  every  other 
second  day.  On  the  Drum  water,  Mr.  Irvine  and 
party  are  creeling  an  occasional  fish ;  and  on  the 
Park  water,  Mr.  H.  Riviere  had  two  for  the  week, 
scaling  181b,  each.  On  the  Murtle  water,  Sergt. 
John  Mackay  had  a  fine  fish  of  251b.,  but  beyond 
this  little  or  nothing  else  has  been  done.  The 
finnock  season  has  been  an  exceedingly  poor  one 
all  through  October,  but  some  good  epart  was  got 
in  September,  Capt.  John  Mackay  having  130  fish, 
aggregating  1101b.  Don. — Never  was  the  river 
known  to  be  so  low.  The  fish  are  held  back,  and 
can  be  seen  in  shoals  moving  up  and  down  with  the 
tides,  but  not  half  a  dozen  are  in  any  of  the  larger 
pools,  where  hundreds  congregate  in  an  average 
season.  The  Ythan  and  Ugie  are  in  a  like  state. — 
G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Anglera  have  experienced 
another  disappointing  week  on  the  Solway  rivers, 
though  a  few  good  fish  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on 
the  Annan.  On  Oct.  21  more  rain  fell  in  the  upper 
districts  of  Annandale  and  Nitbsdale,  and  the  rivers 
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wrre  up  a  few  inches.  The  Annan  was  a  foot  and 
a  half  higher  on  Saturday  morning,  and  a  number 
of  salmon  were  noticed  passing  over  the  tosvn 
cauld.  They  must  have  pmhed  inland  at  douhle 
quick  ticce.  as  on  the  same  day  they  were  caught 
many  miles  up  the  river  with  the  sea  lice  upon 
them.  While  spinning  baits  have  been  tried 
day  ofter  day,  it  is  most  satisfuctory  to 
state  that  the  fly  has  been  the  best  lure 
thU  autumn,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  salmin 
caught  with  the  worm  bait  in  a  stretch  of 
the  Annan  that  is  entirely  unsuitable  for  any  olher 
bait.  The  fly  has  accounted  for  all  the  fish  killi-d. 
Unfortunately,  four  or  five  of  the  rivers  in  this 
district  close  angling  early  next  week,  but  the  Annan 
and  Nith  hold  on  to  the  middle  of  November, 
closing  down  on  the  14th  and  15th  respectively. 
There  may  be  a  me.ry  wind  up  during  the  last 
week  or  so  in  these  rivers,  though  the  prospects 
that  this  will  come  to  pass  is  not  by  any  means 
hoprful  at  the  time  of  writing.  The  worst 
ffature  is  that  fea^  s-ilmon  are  to  be  s  en 
showing  themselves  in  the  estuary  just  now 
Whenever  salmon  are  plentiful  in  .the  sea,  they 
generally  show  themselves  about  tha  mouths  of  the 
rivers  previous  to  ascending  for  spawning  opera- 
tions. The  following  are  the  reports  from  ih^ 
different  rivers  : — The  Axnan. — This  river  showed 
a  rise  of  eighteen  inches  of  more  water  on  Saturday 
mor.  ing  with  the  rain'a'l  in  Moff^td-ile.  A  goodly 
number  of  rods  were  out  on  the  different  waters 
fishing  with  thi  fly,  but  the  large  quantity  of 
floating  leaves  was  a  source  of  much  trouble  until 
far  on  in  the  afternoon.  In  this  river  Mr.  W  O.  Bell- 
Irving  had  a  splendid  fish  of  2olb  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, and  on  Tue  day  he  had  another  of  exactly 
the  same  weight.  So  far  as  the  season  has 
gone  this  gentlem  in  has  kUled  the  heaviest  fish  to 
date.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  on  Oct.  20,  Mr. 
Pasley-Dirom's  fisherman,  Andrew  Bell,  killed  a 
small  grilse  of  4|lb.  out  of  Jamie's  stream  with 
Golden  Pheasant  fly.  In  the  Tower  pool  of  the 
same  water  above  the  Bridge  of  Brydekirk,  Lieut. - 
Col.  Stewart,  of  Achna?one  Appin,  Argyleshire, 
killed  one  of  201b.  ;  on  Oct.  24  one  of  71b.  out  of 
the  Salmon  pooL  On  Oct.  24,  Andrew  Bell  lauded 
one  of  201b.  out  of  Luce  pool  with  Golden  Pheasant 
fly  ;  and  on  Oct.  2.5  he  took  one  of  17ib.  in  the  Back 
of  the  Wood  pool  with  Golden  Pheasant.  Fishing  in 
the  Grave  stream,  Lieut.-Col.  Stewart  killed  one  of 
about  14ib.  Hoddom  Castle  water  has  been  giving 
most  unsatisfactory  sport  this  back-end,  and  few 
salmon  have  been  seen  rising.  On  Tuesday  one  of 
the  keepers  at  the  castle,  Thomas  Reid,  had  one  of 
211b.  with  fly,  and  he  hooked  and  lost  another  oi.e. 
A  fair  number  of  salmon  have  reached  the  de-'p 
waters  at  the  Four  Towns  near  Hightae,  and 
odd  fiih  have  been  billed  there,  chiefly  with 
wo  m  bait.  Few  fi^h  are  showing  in  the 
H^lldatbs  water  above  Shillahill  Bridge.  To-day 
(Oct.  26)  was  cold  with  a  north-west  light  wind  on 
the  pools.  Salmon  were  not  showing  themselves  in 
any  of  the  different  beats.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water 
quite  a  number  of  rods  were  out  a'l  day  without 
seeing  a  fish  move  in  the  pools,  and  simil-tr  reports 
reich  me  from  the  free  waters  of  Hightae.  The 
Galloway  Rivers — These  rivers  have  been  in 
fair  order  during  the  past  week,  but  rod  fishing 
has  been  most  disappointing  on  all  the  rivers  of 
the  Stewartry.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire 
is  in  fair  trim,  but  there  are  few  fish  showing  even 
in  the  best  stretches.  Many  anglers  have  not  had 
a  pull  of  a  salmon  for  over  thrte  weeks,  while  others 
have  not  landed  one  this  back-end.  The  Fleet  of 
Gatehouse,  as  a'so  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie,  are 
getting  low  again.  There  is  a  lack  of  salmon 
showing  in  the  pools,  and  the  back-end  fishing 
ia  set  down  as  the  worst  on  record.  The  Urr 
does  not  cloze  until  near  the  end  of  next  month. 
The  others  go  off  for  the  season  next  week. 
DuMFBiKS  NiTH. — This  river  wee  considerably 
higher  on  Oct.  24  with  the  rain  that  fell  on  Oct.  23 
in  the  Sanquhar  part  of  the  district.  Floating 
leaves  covered  the  water  and  caused  much  annoy- 
ance to  those  fishing  with  the  .salmon  fly.  Sport 
has  been  very  bad  in  the  Mid  Nithsdale  .section  of 
the  river  below  the  ducal  village  of  Thomliill  and 
down  Closeburn  water.  Mr.  Crosbie  had  a  salmon 
in  the  reserved  water  belonging  to  the  Duko  oE 
Buccleuch,  and  one  or  two  wore  hooked  and  lost  in 
the  Closeburn  stretch  of  the  Nith.  In  the  Portrack 
water  Mr.  Thomson,  Dumfries,  took  one  with  Jack- 
son's golden-bodied  fly  and  mixed  wing — a  capital 
killer  in  almost  any  state  of  the  water.  In  the  lower 
division  toothing  has  been  done  this  week,  and  there 
are  no  notes  of  sport  from  the  Blackwood  and 
AulfJgirth  sectioLS  of  the  river  this  w<  ek.  On  some 
of  the  beats  not  a  single  fish  has  boen  caught  for 
more  than  a  fortnight,  and  many  experienced  anglers 
have  not  had  the  pull  of  a  salmon  this  back-end. 
The  Ayeshibe  Rivers. — Angling  has  been  of  no 
account  in  the  rivers  of  Ayrsnireg  during  the  past 
fortnight.    It  is  reported  that  the  Stincher  has  had 


a  good  head  of  fish,  and  several  nice  salmon  have 
been  tuk'-n.  This  river,  however,  is  in  private? 
hands  and  little  or  no  information  is  given  to  the 
Press  for  publication.  The  Girvan  has  bean  on  the 
low  side,  and  sport  has  been  rather  disappointing 
OQ  that  river  this  autumn. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  weither  during  th"?  past  week  has  been  as 
unseasonably  fine  as  anything  recently  expsrienced. 
and  the  rivers  are  as;ain  at  about  midsummer  level. 
Instinct  compels  fish  of  the  salmon  kind  now  to 
seek  the  fresh  waters,  and  in  the  circumstances  a 
considerable  number  seem  to  be  finding  their  way 
up  to  the  lower  portions  of  the  river;  but  over  all 
the  stock  is  meagre  and  the  capture  in  proportion. 
The  first  fish  the  Teviot  has  yielded  was  caught  on 
Octobar  22  by  Mr.  William  Best  in  the  Castle 
pool,  a  gril-e  of  8Jlb,  and  at  Heiton  Mill 
Rock  Mr.  R.  Hogarth  landed  a  pike  of  161b. 
At  Bolside,  on  Oct.  18,  Sir  C.  Huater  had  one 
grilse  of  6Mb. ;  Colonel  Davies  one  salmon  of  121b  ; 
and  Major  Hon.  W.  G.  Cavendish  two,  171b.  and 
131b.  On  Oct.  19,  Colonel  Davies  had  two  salmon, 
18Jlb  and  141b.;  Major  Hon.  W.  G.  Cavendish  two, 
lolb.  and  91b.  Out  20  Sir  C.  Hunter  one  of  12^1b.  ; 
Colonel  Davies,  one  grilse,  61b ;  Mr.  E.  R.  Henry, 
one  grilse,  5lb. ;  Major  Hon.  W.  G.  Cavendish, 
tjvo  salmon,  131b.  and  121b.;  Mr.  A.  R.  Henry, 
one  grilse,  2Jib.  Oct.  21,  Sir  C.  Hunter,  one  salmon, 
1.41b  ;  and  Major  Hon.  W.  G  Cavendish  one  grilse 
of  5Jlb.  Makeestoun. — On  Oct.  19,  Mr.  McCullock, 
one  salmon,  171b.;  21st,  on^  of  151b.;  and  on  the 
25th,  two  salmon,  201b.  and  17lb.,  and  two  grilse. 
Floors,  Upper, — On  Oct.  19,  Sir  Chas.  Cust  had 
one  salmon  211b.,  and  the  Hoa.  Gerald  Ward  one 
gnke  Gib.;  on  the  20th,  Lord  Willoughby  de 
Eresby  one  salmon  161b.,  one  grilse  71b.,  and  one 
sea-trout  lOJIb  On  Oct  21,  the  Hon.  Gerald  Ward 
one  salmon  171b.,  and  one  grilse  51b.  On  Oct.  24, 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  one  grilse  71b., 
and  on  the  25th,  Lord  Geor^^e  Scott  one  grilse  of 
81b.  and  one  trovit  31b.  Floors,  Lower.  —  On 
Oct.  19,  Lord  Willoughby  had  one  sjlmon  of 
101b.  On  Oct.  25,  Captain  Gerald  Trotter, 
D.S.O.,  had  seven  fish,  so  far  the  best 
day's  spjrt  for  a  single  rod,  the  weights  being 
171b..  161b.,  IGlb.,  151b  ,  7lb.,  71b..  and  51b,  On 
the  Pavilion  water,  on  Oct.  18,  Mr.  Harrison 
Cripps  caught  one  salmon  of  181b  ,  Mr.  Frank  Cripps 
one  of  71b ,  and  Mr.  Talbot  Raikes  one  of  171b.  At 
Rutherford  Lodge,  on  Oct  12,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  had 
one  grilse  of  71b.  and  a  sea-trout  of  41b.,  and  one 
salmon  of  201b.  on  Oct.  15.  On  Oct.  12,  Mrs.  M. 
P.  Lucas  caught  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  151b.,  and 
one  grilse  of  91b.  on  Oct.  15.  On  Ednam  House 
water,  Mr.  Wood  had  one  salmon  of  Kilb.  and  a 
grilsa  of  61b,  on  Oct.  21,  and  on  Oct.  24  Colonel 
Wilson  one  salmon  of  161b.  On  the  Hendersyde 
water,  on  Oct.  19,  Mr.  F.  Goodman  hud 
one  salmon  of  18  jib.,  and  on  Oct.  21  the 
same  gentleman  had  three,  18|lb.,  18!b.,  and 
131b.  On  Oct.  22,  Mr.  Scott  Macdougall  had  two, 
njlb.  and  161b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Pringle  one  of  81b. 
On  Oct.  25,  Mr.  Cockburn  caught  two  salmon,  one 
a  beauty  of  361b.,  with  tide  lice,  the  other  weighing 
151b.;  and  Mr.  Barnwell  Elliot  three,  161b..  141b., 
and  81b.  At  Birgham,  Major  Hunter,  of  Antonshill, 
had  one  grilse  of  71b.  on  Oct.  11,  and  on  Oct.  19 
three,  28^1b.,  201b.,  and  1.31b.  On  Oct.  24,  Lord 
Dunglass,  one  grilse  of  71b.,  and  Capt.  D.  Cameron 
two  salmon  of  161b.  and  71b.  On  Oct.  25,  Sir 
David  Baird  had  two  salmon  of  201b,  and  13lb., 
and  Lord  Dunglass  two  grilse  of  61b.  each. — 
Max  WHEEL. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — ia  the  absence  of  rain, 
the  Antrim  and  Down  rivers  are  very  low.  In  the 
tideways  of  several  of  the  streams  on  the  co.  Down 
coast  pretty  good  white  trout  fishing  was  had  this 
week.  At  the  Dams  fishing  has  been  very  dull  since 
last  notes.  On  Oct.  22  one  angler  caught  trout  on 
Trooper's  Lane  Dam,  and  six  others  had  three  or 
four  fish  between  them.  Marshallstown  Dam  is 
yielding  a  few  brace  per  rod.  The  weather  is  ex- 
ceptionally mild  and  open.  All  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  closes  on  Oct.  31. — J.  A.  B 

Black-water  (co.  Tyrone). — The  Blackwater 
closes  on  the  31st  inst.  At  time  of  writing  it  is  low 
through  the  prolonged  absence  of  rain,  and  salmon, 
of  which  there  are  plenty,  do  not  come  to  the  fly 
readily.  A  big  lot  of  lake  trout  are  on  the  redds 
between  Benburb  and  Battloford  Bridge. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Neagh.  —  The  Lough  Neagh  poUan 
fisheries  close  on  the  3l8t  inst,,  after  a  nine  months' 
season.  On  the  whole,  it  was  a  pretty  good  season, 
and  fair  prices  were  obtained  for  the  fish  in  the 
cross-channel  markets.  At  the  present  time  the 
tributaries  are  heavily  stocked  with  salmon  and  lake 
trout.  The  Coleraine  Board  of  Conservators  has 
very  wisely  decided  to  expend  the  grant  of  £100 
from  tho  Fishory  Department  in  tho  employment  of 


special  bailiffs  to  supervisor  the  (-pawning  rivers 
during  tho  foace  months. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUeu  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Tlie  loughs  aro  now  in  good  order  for  pike. 
Mr.  C.  Dott,  five  p-.ke,  91b.,  I31b.,  13ilb  ,  191b,  and 
231b.  ;  Mr.  C.  West,  three  pike,  71b.,  9ilb.,  and  221b. 
I  have  heard  of  four  other  pike,  largijat,  241b.,  being 
tiken.  Mr.  Charles  Fry,  on  the  Palmerstown  river, 
had  three  grilse,  6  Jib.,  5ilb.,and  41b.,  an  1  nine  sea- 
trout,  largest,  3|lb. ;  Mr.  .J.  Belton,  two  grilse,  5  Jib. 
and  61b.,  one  salmon,  9 Jib.,  also  six  white  trout, 
largest,  2Jlb.  Willfowling  still  continues  to  be 
good  on  the  estaary  of  the  Moy  river. — -Pat 
Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— Weaither  has  again 
bscome  very  fine,  and  water  remains  in  first-rate 
order.  The  season  close.s  here  on  Oct.  31. — -John 
Enright  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  all  that  one  requires 
lately  for  sea  fishing,  and  good  sport  has  been 
obtained,  principally  whiting  and  verj'  large  pout 
b-ing  taken.  The  week-end  brought  down  a  fair 
contingent  of  anglers,  and  on  Oct.  23  I  counted 
fifty-three  boats  fishing  with  anglers  on  board. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blumeathal,  fishing  with  Jack  Budd 
on  Oct.  22,  23,  24,  25  and  26,  hooked  and  landed 
840  whiting,  besides  several  other  fish.  Mr.  Philips 
and  friend,  fishing  four  days  with  T.  Dadd,  took 
650  whit  ng,  besides  saveral  large  pouting  and  flat 
fish.  On  Oct.  26  Messrs.  Newton,  Moaeley,  and 
Canton  took  fifteen  score  whiting  and  codling;  bait 
used,  lugworms,  herrings,  and  mackerel.  Tidis  suit 
for  all-day  fishing  this  week-end, — Edward  Hanger 
(B.S  A.S.). 

Gorleston.  —  Whiting  fishing  here  much  im- 
proved, and  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  last 
week  (Oct.  20,  21,  22)  provided  good  sport,  many 
bags  of  a  score  and  over  being  recorded.  In  the 
boats,  of  course,  better  sport  still  was  experienced. 
Fishing  for  two  hours  on  Saturday  (Oct.  22),  I 
secured  twenty-two  fish,  scaling  a  little  over  lOlb., 
a  fine  sand-dab  and  a  fair  codliag  amongst  the 
number. — B.  M.  Oakeshott. 

Hastings. — Sport  extremely  good,  best  quantity 
and  sized  whiting  we  have  had  for  some  years.  Mr. 
Hatton,  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A. A.,  on 
Oct.  24,  a  fine  turbot  of  5  Jib.  on  rod  and  line.  Conger, 
cod,  gurnard  now  coming  along.  The  fine,  bright 
weather  has  somewhat  interfered  with  sport  from 
piers,  but  still  a  few  good  catches  at  evening.  A 
good  blow,  if  it  did  not  1.  st  too  long,  would  do  a 
lot  of  good.  Visitors  to  our  festival  this  year  can 
rely  upon  excellent  fishing  and  boats. — H.  D. 

Lowestoft. — Sea-fishing  continues  to  give  grand 
sport,  the  Claremont  Pier  and  beaches  being 
thronged  all  day  and  most  of  the  night.  The  first 
boat  competition  promoted  by  the  Lowestoft  Sea 
Angling  Society  proved  a  great  success,  good 
catjhes  being  recorded.  The  prize-winners  were  : 
V.  Chadd,  ISJlb.  ;  Arthur  W^aller,  131b.  6oz.  ;  A. 
Haws,  91t3.  9oz  ;  J.  Hughes  81b.  ;  and  H.  E.  Stone. 
71b.  12oz.  There  were  a'so  twenty-five  other 
entries.  On  the  same  day  a  competition  for  the 
Nockolds  Cup  was  held  on  the  Claremont  Pier,  for 
which  there  were  forty-eight  entjies,  the  prize- 
winners were  :  F.  Larter,  H.  Cooper,  C.  E.  Catter- 
mole,  V.  Hughes,  W.  Coleman,  and  A.  K.  Mum- 
mery. On  Friday,  the  28th,  a  lidies'  competition 
will  be  held,  and  on  Saturday,  the  29th,  another 
competition  for  the  Nockolds  Cup  will  take 
place.  On  Tuesday,  Nov.  1,  the  return  match 
with  the  Yarmouth  and  Gorleston  Se*  Angling 
Association  will  be  fished.  On  Nov.  3  and  5,  the 
preliminary  matches  for  the  handsome  Jackson- 
Scott  Cup  will  be  fished  off,  and  the  final  is  down 
for  Nov.  15.  I  should  have  stated  in  my  last  report 
that  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  are  bearing 
half  the  cost  of  the  films  of  the  animated  pictures 
of  the  match  on  the  Oteremont  Pier,  Mr.  Ernest 
Smith  paying  the  other  half.  During  the  week 
large  catches  in  the  roads  have  been  recorded, 
and  Mr.  Hawson,  a  local  angler,  was  fortunate  in 
obtaining  a  nice  bass  of  2ilb.  from  the  Claremont 
Pier.  This  ia  a  unique  experiecce  in  Lowestoft. 
The  following  is  the  record  of  fish  taken  on  the 
Clarem  )nt  Pier  during  the  last  two  weeks :  W^eek 
ending  Oct.  18,  5617  whiting,  54  codline,  45  dabs, 
and  3  soles;  week  ending  Oct.  25,  5376  whiting, 
25  codling,  1.22  dabs,  4  soles,  1  bass  and  1  conger. 
There  were,  of  course,  a  very  large  number  of  fish 
captured  by  anglers  at  night  who  were  not  able  to 
enter  their  catches  in  the  register.  I  may  add  for 
the  information  of  strangers  that  the  Claremont 
Pier  is  open  weekdays  and  Sundays,  and  all  night 
fishing  is  permitted  at  a  nominal  charge  of  2d. 
extra.  The  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  have 
landing  nets  on  the  pier  for  the  use  of  anybody 
taking  a  large  fish. — H.  L.  F. 

Pensance. — A  good  number  of  boats  out  every 
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day  during  the  recent  spell  of  fine  weather. 
Whiffing  for  pollack  and  good  takea  have  been 
(he  ru'e,  catches  fifty  down  per  boat.  Mr.  Dean's 
catch  included  a  fine  John  Dory.  Pier  Hshing. — 
Moderate  sport  at  Penzance  with  conger  and  small 
pollack.  Good  sport  at  Newlyn.  Plenty  of  chad, 
also  a  few  pollack  and  conger.  Ground  fishing. — 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pool,  of  Birmingham,  caught,  on 
Oct.  19,  thirty  gurnard,  eight  dogfi-h.  On  Oct.  21, 
twenty-seven  pollack,  twenty  various.  Oct.  24, 
ten  large  whiting,  six  pollack,  twenty  various, 
including  an  octopus.  Oct.  25,  six  whiting,  two 
rays,  two  conger,  fifty  gurnard,  bream,  chad,  etc. 
Messrs.  Caldwell  (three),  fishing  last  night  in  their 
motor  launch,  csught  eight  conger,  twelve  pollack, 
one  cod,  and  about  fifty  various.  Boatmen  have 
had,  on  the  whole,  moderate  catches.  Whiting 
fifty  down  per  boat ;  another  catch,  two  and  a  half 
hundredweight  of  conger,  beside  other  fish. — 
J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Plymoutli. — The  weather  for  the  last  few  days 
has  been  perfect  for  sea  fishing,  but  I  am  sorry  to 
Fay  sport  has  no*  been  very  good,  and  the  pier 
fishermen  have  not  been  doing  much.  A  few  nice 
pollack  and  bass  have  been  taken  at  Millbay,  but 
very  little  at  other  piers.  Whiting  have  been  fairly 
plentiful,  and  several  boats  can  be  seen  every  day 
on  the  grounds.  The  sai  ing  trawlers  have  also  had 
fair  wind  and  a  good  breeze  outside.  The  steam 
trawlers  have  had  good  catches  from  the  Bay  of 
Biscay.  The  smelt  are  still  giving  good  sport, 
and  some  nice  dishes  have  been  taken. — William 
Heardeb  (B.S.A  S.). 

Rams^ate. — The  fishing  has  been  good  this  week, 
notwithstanding  the  very  clear  water.  On  Oct.  20, 
Mr.  Wiggett  and  his  two  sons  had  twenty-two  score 
odd  of  whiting  and  a  few  nica  dabs ;  maiiy  other 
boats  on  that  day  brought  in  twelve  to  sixteen 
score.  On  Oct.  22,  Mr.  D.  Pine,  out  with  Miller, 
had  between  seven  and  eight  score  of  codling, 
plaice,  and  dabs,  and  also  did  well  on  Oct.  23,  when 
about  forty  boits  were  out,  all  doing  well.  Tues- 
day evening's  tide  fished  extremely  «  ell,  some  boats 
getting  as  many  as  thiiteen  score  in  a  couple  of 
hours.  Night  fishing  from  the  piers  has  afforded 
good  spsrt,  Messrs.  Tanton  and  Mr.  Laker  being 
amongst  tha  mo9t  successful.  Silver  eels  are  still 
being  taken  in  the  harbour,  also  some  rather  good 
con<ers  from  the  steamer  landing  stage.  Weather  a 
little  colder,  bright ;  week-end  prospects  good. — 
Gbey  Mullett. 

Soiitliainptoii  Water. — Sea  fishing  has  quietened 
down  a  bit  the  last  fortnight  owing  to  the  tides. 
On  Oct.  23  close  on  a  hundred  boats  were  out, 
averaging  thr^e  persons  each,  and  although  the 
individual  catches  were  comparatively  small  the 
aggregate  tatalled  a  weight  suited  to  a  Sandow. 
Tne  next  tides  should  be  good.  Bait  is  not  quite 
se  plentiful,  the  grounds  having  been  dug  over  so 
much  the  last  three  months. — Ape  Apes  (B.S.A.8.). 

Southwold — Splendid  takes  of  whiting  are  now 
being  recorded  on  the  pier,  size  and  number  being 
all  that  the  most  ardent  sea  angler  could  desire. 
The  sea  is  extremely  calm,  and  consequently 
numerous  boats  venture  out  with  amateur  fisher- 
men, who  all  return  laien.  The  fish,  too,  a^e  in 
splendid  condition.  Cod  are,  however,  late,  the 
weather  having  been  too  hot  and  summerlike.  A 
good  north  or  north-east  wind  would  remedy  this, 
no  doubt.  Sprats  are  now  putting  in  an  appearjnce, 
though  not  in  any  quantity.  Our  Southwold 
"bloaters"  (cured  as  only  Southwold  carers  know 
how)  are  a  new  sensation  to  those  who  have  hitherto 
relied  on  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft.  I  must  not 
divulge  the  secret.  The  herrings  are  caught  along 
shore,  salted,  and  smoked  same  day,  and  when 
eitea  next  day  are  fit  for  ye  g^ds!  My  advice  is, 
try  em  ! — L.  b.  Wrightson  (B.S  A  S.). 

Walton-on-lfaze. — A  competition  of  the  Walton - 
on-Naze  Sea  An>jling  Club  took  place  laat  evening 
(Oct.  25).  Mr.  Coote  took  first  piize  and  Mr.  H. 
Blewitt  second.  Skate  up  to  9ilb.  caught  off  pier 
last  we3k.  Codling,  plai<39  (up  to  l|lb.),  whiting, 
and  pout  caught  off  pier.  If  anyone  wants  bait, 
apply  to  Arthur  Barnden,  the  Parade,  twenty- four 
hours'  notice  to  be  given. — J.  R.  Robinson. 


Jlssociaiions,  etc, 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
On  Oct.  19,  Mr.  Councillor  Sparks  presided.  Mr. 
Derry  gave  a  report  of  his  attendance  at  the  A.  A. 
delegates'  meeting  on  Oct.  17,  when  amongst  other 
matters  the  po.ssibility  of  the  Great  Western  Bail- 
way  reducing  the  price  of  anglers'  tickets  to  certain 
stations  was  mentioned.  A  gentleman  previously 
proposed  for  membership  was  elected,  and  two  other 
proposals  were  put  forward.  With  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Sage,  who  had  perch,  best,  lib.  4oz.,  and 
Messrs.  Arrnitage,  Cracknell,  and  Yarham,  who  had 
roach,  fishing  has  been  very  quiet  recently.  Our 
"  sides ' '  match  in  the  Uxbridge  section  of  the  society's 


water  ended  in  a  victory  for  Mr.  Yarham's  team.  The 
G,  W.R.  kindly  placed  a  through  carriage  toUxbiidge 
at  the  society's  disposal.  The  next  reading  and 
concert  will  be  on  Nov.  16.  There  will  be  a  cora- 
m  ttee  meeting  at  8.45  on  Nov.  3. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anoikb's  Society 
Mr.  G.  Read-Clarke  occupied  the  chair  on  Wed- 
nesday. Agents'  reports  gave  only  very  moderate 
accounts  of  the  week's  doings.  Fog  and  wind 
interfered  in  many  places.  On  the  East  Coa^t 
reports  from  Gorlestan,  Walton,  Burnham,  Clacton, 
and  Margate  reported  a  fair  amount  of  sport.  Cod- 
ling had  made  its  appearance,  but  no  remarkable 
takes  were  chronicled.  At  Deal  fishing  was 
still  improving,  and  Mr.  George  Smith,  who  was 
present,  reported  catching  and  landing  at  the 
pier,  on  Saturday  morning,  a  cod  in  fine 
condition,  39in.  long,  scaling  161b. — he  was  con- 
gratulated ;  his  skill  in  landing  it  with  fine  tackle 
was  noted.  Fo'kestone.— The  whiting  was  much  in 
evidence,  and  c  )dli  i?  putting  in  a  good  appearance. 
At  Seaford  they  still  had  the  mackerel  with  them, 
and  there  had  been  good  takes  of  mixed  fish. 
Brighton  was  pestered  with  octopus,  etc.  A'l  down 
the  south  coast,  aj  far  as  Penzaace,  sport  had  bspn 
moderate  only.  Alderney  reported  very  plentiful 
sport,  good  catches.  Mr.  Pickupreported  the  election 
of  Mr.  G.  A.Boulenger,  of  the  Natural  History  Museum 
and  of  Dr.  J.  Traver.-i  Jenkins,  the  successor  of  the 
late  Mr  Robert  Dawson,  superin'-end  nt  of  the 
Lancashire  and  Western  Dist,  ict  Fisheries  Board, 
as  honorary  membe  s  of  the  society.  The  state- 
ment made  Irtst  week  that  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  had 
taken  a  21b.  dab  was  corrected — it  weighed  ilb.  Mr. 
F.  G.  Aflalo  opened  the  discussion  upon  his  subject, 
"Practii-ev  Theory" — a  lovely  piece  of  "persiflage," 
intended,  as  he  told  the  membtrs,  to  rouse  them  to 
iro  by  atta -king  their  most  cherished  beliefs:  this  he 
did  in  liis^usual  light  and  fluent  style,  but  he  failed 
in  his  o"bj<^ct.  Members  it  slsted  upon  dealing 
seriously  with  what  he  said,  which  was  obviously 
not  what  he  wanted.  Hi  <  recantation  of  all  his 
early  printed  errors  was  naive  and  clever — anl 
he  fairly  established  some  of  his  points.  The 
8uper,-tition  that  congers  must  be  caught  at 
night ;  that  b  iss  must  always  be  fished ;  that 
large  bait  is  needed  for  big  fish ;  that  conger 
invariably  h  Id  to  the  weeds — these  and  others 
were  soma  of  the  populdr  views  he  contested.  Fine 
tackle  came  in  for  its  share  of  abuse,  and  the  strong 
individuality  of  tha  fish  was  insisted  on  ;  he  didn't 
always  do  the  same  thing.  Dr.  Patterson  beiag  in 
town  Wis  g'ad  to  see  Mr.  Aflalo  He  meint  to  have 
slaughtered  him  upon  various  points  in  his  book, 
and,  lo  !  he  had  recanted — he  recalled  the  old 
Gresham  motto,  and  urged  them  all  to  study  the 
habit  of  the  fish  and  use  fine  taakle.  Dr.  Hyde 
denied  that  theory  and  practice  were  at  enmity,  as 
alleged.  Mr.  Hubert  Bass  insisted  that  primitive 
man  had  evolved  all  the  theories  of  sport ;  that  they 
were  true  theories  derived  from  practice,  and  there- 
fore there  was  no  room  for  the  difference  alleged. 
There  mu  ;t  be  first  observation  and  collation  of 
facts  ;  then  deduction  and  theory  ;  finally, 
practice.  Mr.  Parker  agreed  with  Mr.  Bass,  and 
quoted  the  Gresham  motto,  as  "  Fish  for 
sport  and  not  for  bag  "  Messrs.  Walter  Bates,  Colqu- 
houn  Kemp,  Nickels,  G.  H.  Howard  ("Dragnet"), 
T.  B.  Batas  and  others  continued  the  discussion  , 
The  Chairman  wound  it  up.  Mr.  Aflalo  replied,  and 
was  tharjked.  Mr.  Kdgar  Hyde  moved,  and  Mr.  H. 
S.  Terry  .seconded,  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  carried  by  acolamati  n: — "That  a  vote  of 
sympathy  be  accorded  by  this  society  to  the 
distressed  fishermen  at  Hull,  as  well  as  to  the 
widows  and  families  of  those  who  have  perished  in 
the  recent  unwarrantable  attack  by  the  Baltic 
Squadron  on  the  fishing  fleet,  and  that  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Mayor  of  Hull ' ' 
A  paper  will  be  read  on  Nov.  2  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Cundy, 
on  "  Boats  used  in  Sea  Angling." — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
A  very  enjoyable  meeting  took  place  at  Broad- 
street  Restaurant,  E  C  ,  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  25,  Dr. 
W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  (vice-president)  in  the  chair. 
There  WM  a  very  nice  display  of  fish,  Mr.  Canton 
hiving  a  fine  lot  of  roach  from  private  water, 
several  of  which  were  over  a  pound,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert 
also  making  a  good  show  with  a  well-filled  tray  of 
fine  dace  from  Cookham ;  Mr.  Williams,  also 
fishing  the  Thames,  had  taken  pike,  which,  of  still 
larger  size  (up  to  151b.),  had  likewise  been  taken  by 
Mr.  Warne  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Hurren  had  had 
perch  and  gudgeon  from  Wraysbury,  where  fishing 
prospects,  ufter  recent  weed  cutting,  are  rapidly 
improving ;  other  reports  were  also  made.  A 
notable  event  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation 
to  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  of  a  fine  sea-rod  (by  Messrs. 
Foster,  of  Ashbourne),  given  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Thomp- 
son, as  a  prize  for  best  catch  in  the  fishing  off 
Southend  the  previous  week.  Mr.  Isaacs  presented 
numerous  interesting  photographs,  taken  by  him- 


self, for  thT  society's  album,  and  was  duly  thanked 
for  the  gift.  Two  gentlemen  were  nominated  for 
membership,  ballot  Nov.  8.  The  hon.  librarian, 
Mr.  John  Dryden,  read  an  exceedingly  interesting 
pappr,  ricounting  rejent  angling  experiences  in 
Norway,  written  by  a  member  who  was  unfor- 
tunately not  able  to  be  present.  The  meeting 
listened  with  great  pleasure  and  attention  to  Mr. 
Dryden  as  he  read  of  the  captures  of  the  many 
brown  trout,  sea  trout,  sea-perch,  cod,  and  other 
fish,  which  had  been  taken  ;  the  paper,  by  the  way, 
was  more  than  usually  interesting,  as  it  was 
illustrated  by  several  photographs  and  specimens 
of  the  flies  used.  At  the  close  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  the  successful  author  and  Mr. 
Dryden.  Arrangements  for  an  outing  to  Burnham- 
on-Crouch  will  be  made  next  Tuesday,  Nov.  1. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  J.  H-  Thonger 
exhibited  a  builc-cane  trout  rod,  made  to  his  own 
specifications  and  de^ign^i,  and  for  which  he  claims 
great  lifting  and  driving  power.  He  also  showed  a 
novel  flv  box  (patented;,  which  for  its  simplicity 
and  utility  will  doubtless  command  a  large  sate 
when  placed  upon  th"?  market.  The  fishing  reports 
were  this  week  below  the  average.  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff  had  soms  capital  flounders  from  Leigh, 
and  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  excellent  sport  in  Hants, 
taking  grayling  up  to  31b.,  roach  up  to  21b.  2oz.,  and 
trout  up  to  31b.  (returned).  He  also  had  what 
must  be  almost  a  unique  experience,  namely,  that  of 
p  ayiag  a  151b.  salmon  on  a  light  line  for  five 
minutes  only.  Committea  meeting  Tuesday  next 
at  7  p.m.  prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Stallibrass  was  chfkirman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  but  angling  reports  were  not  on  the  same 
1  ivish  3  a'e  as  obtained  last  week.  On  the  Itchen, 
Mr.  H.  H  Brown  did  nothing  by  reason  of  the 
continuous  procession  of  chippings  of  gr  iss  which 
came  down  the  whole  day  he  was  at  Brambridge, 
rendering  the  task  of  constantly  clearing  the  fly 
most  temper-trying,  besides  preventing  the  grayling 
moving.  On  tha  Avon,  Mr.  Cuthbert  Ruddle  had 
better  luck,  getting  eight  and  a  half  brace  of  fish — 
some  good  ones — on  Mr.  Rolt's  Tagged  Fancies.  Dr. 
Startin  caught  a  4!b.  barbel  in  tbe  Thames,  and 
exhibited  it.  News  came  that  Mr.  Geo.  Smith  had 
taken  a  fine  ood,  weighing  161b.,  from  off  Daal  Pit  r. 
This  was  a  splendid  specimen  to  land  so  close  in 
shore.  Mr.  Robt.;Bradford  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  had 
spent  most  of  their  spare  time  amongso  the  "  long- 
tails"  and  other  game;  but  Mr.  Evaus  managed  to 
put  in  a  few  hours'  jack  fishing,  getting  a  small  fish 
ia  the  Kennet.  Mr.  Monk  Gould  sent  a  new  piece 
of  music,  entitled,  "An  Angler's  Song,"  which  he 
had  composed  and  inscribed  "To  the  President  and 
Members  of  the  Society."  It  is  a  bright  and  taking 
production  with'  a  swinging  refrain,  and  should 
become  exceedingly  popu'ar  at  angling  festivities 
this  winter.  It  suits  a  baritone  voica  well.  A  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  author  for  bis  kind 
appreciation. — Hon.  Seo. 

Sutton's  Anglers  at  Woolhampton. 
Half-a-hundred  weight  of  fish  I — a  record  achieved 
by  two  dozen  fishermen  of  all  grades,  few  failing  to 
make  an  entry ;  and  some  of  these  even  getting 
good  sport  with  trout,  which  are  now  out  of  season 
— hence  the  "weigh  in"  at  the  Gdl  Memorial  Hall, 
on  Oct.  12,  between  six  and  seven,  was  a  scene 
of  great  animation,  in  which  the  club's  enthubiastic 
vice-president,  Mr.  A.  W.  Sutton,  keenly  partici- 
pated. Indeed,  the  Institute  was  in  a  chronic  state 
of  "  weigh-in."  The  opening  function  on  this 
memorable  visit  to  pastoral  Berks  waacharacteri-ed 
by  the  usual  cordial  welcome  from  the  vice- 
presiJent,  who  was  accompanied  by  the  Rev. 
Claude  Hope  Sutton,  and  the  rectors  of  Wool- 
hamp  on  and  Theale  respectively.  Messrs.  Livings, 
Brown,  and  Tufnail,  heads  of  departments  at 
Messrs.  Sutton's,  were  also  present,  Mr.  Livings 
tendering  an  eloquent  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Sutton, 
who  had  again  spared  neither  expense  nor  trouble 
to  ensure  an  enjoyable  day  for  his  visitors,  a  chart 
having  been  prepared  for  general  guidance,  and  a 
brake  chartered  for  transport  of  one  detach- 
ment to  Brirapton  Mill,  where  quite  a  large 
party  foregathered  before  dropping  down  stream 
in  twos  and  threes  to  meet  the  other  con- 
tingent working  upwards  from  the  village.  For  nine 
consecutive  years  fine  weather  has  favoured 
these  annual  reunions,  and  on  this  occasion  the 
weather  clerk  quite  surpassed  himself.  Roach, 
perch,  chub  and  jack  were  weighed  in,  among  the 
most  successful  being :  Messrs.  W.  H.  Stacey,  E.  R. 
Hedges,  H.  Belcher,  W.  R.  Smith,  A.  Jacobs,  H. 
Goodhall,  J  Marshall,  F.  Maslen,  H.  Church,  W. 
Hancock,  F.  Exler,  W.  J.  Allen,  S.  H.  Tyler,  J. 
Kirby,  A.  Knight,  W.  T.  Bartholomew,  C.  W. 
Goseltine,  and  H.  Swain.— Hon.  Sec. 
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HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS 

SED  mim  FESIIVIIL 


WILL  TAKE   PLACE  ON 


NOVEMBER  12, 13,  &  14,  1904. 

VALUE  £100  (94  PRIZES) 

Including  Four  Challenge  Cups  and  One  Trophy. 


THREE  COMPETITIONS 


VIZ.  :  FROM 


Boats,  The  Hastings  Pier,  and  St.  Leonards  Pier. 

IN  THE  BOAT  COMPETITION 

"The  Soutli  of  England  Sea  Angling  Championship  Trophy" 

(at  present  held  by  the  West  Hampstead  Association)  and 

"THE  HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS  CHALLENGE  GUP" 

(at  present  held  by  the  Bath  Angling  Association)  and 

THE    "LEWIS  ABBOTT"  CUP 

WILL  BE  COMPETED  FOR. 

(Open  to  all  Members  of  bona-fide  Angling  Clubs  in  the  United  Kingdom.) 


OTHER  PRIZES  CAN  BE  FISHED  FOR  BY  UNATTACHED  ANGLERS. 


ENTUr  FORMS  and  Further  Particulars  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  A.  A.  BARTRAM  and 
H.  DOW  SETT,  70,  YORK  BUILDINGS,  HASTINGS.         Entries  close  Tuesday,  November  8. 


:1.5  iS  will  be  distributed  as  Gratuities  to  the  Boatmen.  XO/S  for  Boatmen 
attending  Winner  of  Trophy.    S/-  for  Boatmen  attending  other  Winners. 


NOW  READY. 


NEW  WORK  BY  AN  OLD  PUBLISHER. 

After  Work: 

Fragments  from  the  Workshop  of 
an  Old  PubHsher. 

BY  EDWARD  MARSTON,  F.R.G.S. 

(■'THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER.") 


With  25  full-page  plates.     Medium  8vo.,  lOs.  net  (postage  5d.). 


SUCCESS 
IN  

^^i^      •    •  • 

angling] 


MILWARD'S 
New  .... 
Specialities 
noticed  .  . 
in  this  .  .  . 
issue ! 


... 


Is  larg"ely  g-overned  by  the 
efficiency  of  the  Angfler's  Out- 
fit.  If  you  use 

MILWARD'S 

Reliable 

Up-to-Date  Tackle 

you  talce  no  rislcs  and  miss 
no  chances. 

Seen  our  latest  Introduction  ? 

The  "DEAL"  Sea  Rods 

In  SPLIT  CANE  &in  QREENHEART. 

As  Sea  Fishing  is  .now  at  its  best, 
anglers  will  bo  well  advised  to  include 
these  two  items  in  their  equipment. 


HY.  MILWARD  &  SONS, 

Limited, 


Mp.  Marston's  reeolleetions  of  over  sixty  years'  connection  with 
books  and  publishingr  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  greatest  interest  to 
everyone  connected  in  any  way  with  literature.  Many  names 
appear  that  will  arrest  the  reader's  attention— the  original  Sampson 
Low,  the  Harpers,  Samuel  Warren.  G.  P.  R.  James,  Sir  E.  B.  Lytton, 
Dickens,  Mrs.  Stowe,  George  Catlin,  Charles  Reade,  Hugo,  Tauchnitz, 
R.  D.  Blackmore,  Clark  Russell,  Black,  Colonel  Burnaby,  Verne, 
Stanley,  and  others  of  note  in  the  literary  world. 

THE  TIMES.— 

"An  extremely  modest  record  of  a  long  life  .  .  .  and  it  is  characterised  not  only  by 
modesty,  but  also  by  the  mitis  sapientia  of  a  just  and  successful  man  of  business.  .  .  .  The 
spirit  in  which  it  is  written,  and  its  literary  ability — which  the  author  himself  undervalues — 
will  ensure  it  a  welcome." 

DAILY  CHRONICLE.— 

"Humour  and  pathos,  observation  and  reflection,  anecdote  and  story— Jlr.  Marston's 
memories  are  stored  with  these.  .  .  .  What  is  the  real  charm  of  autobiography  ?  Perhaps  it 
is  to  remain  natural  and  human  in  print,  and  these  pages  have  the  touch  and  picturesque- 
ness  of  Mr.  Marston  as  a  personality.  ...  It  is  good  to  have  lived  a  book  like  this  and 
written  it,  and  whoever  loves  literature,  and  regards  a  man,  will  be  the  better  and  wiser  for 
reading  it." 
THE  ATHENiCUM.— 

"  These  Fragments,  which  Mr.  Marston  has  put  forth  with  so  much  modesty,  are  full  of 
interest  .  .  .  and  last  of  all  of  the  author  to  whom  we  owe  this  delightful  book." 

STANDARD — 

"  Mr.  Marston  has  known  intimately  many  celebrated  authors,  and  has  encountered 
travellers,  men  of  science,  philanthropists,  and  other  conditions  uf  men.  They  have 
impressed  themselves  on  a  strong  memory,  and  the  result  is  well  worth  reading.  .  .  .  Mr. 
Marston's  animated  pages  touch  upon  other  matters  besides  the  making  and  producing  of 
books.   We  get  an  occasional  glimpse  of  him  as  an  angler,  &c." 

THE  DAILY  MAII  

"Mr.  Marston,  who  will  be  eighty  next  year,  has  written  these  reminiscences  in  the  form 
of  rough  notes  of  the  eight  decades  in  which  he  has  lived,  and  has  not,  we  are  quite  sure,  by 
any  means  exhausted  the  interest  of  the  material  at  his  disposal.    But  even  these  rough 
notes  are  full  of  good  reading." 
BRITISH  WEEKLY.— 

"A  warm  welcome  is  due  to  Mr.  Edward  Marston's  Reminiscences  .  .  .  for  a  large 
portion  of  this  time  he  has  been  in  the  very  heart  of  things.  ...  It  is  a  most  pleasing 
and  satisfactory  memorial  of  a  distinguished  and  honourable  career." 

M.  A.  P.—"  A  Book  to  Look  out  For." 

"  But  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  of  the  famous  firm  of  Sampson  Low,  Maiston 
&  Co.,  who  contributes  this  week's  'Chapter  of  Autobiography,'  such  a  state  uf  affairs  did 
not  exist  except  in  the  later  years  of  Mr.  Marston's  long  and  honourable  active  career.  In 
his  contribution  to  this  number  Mr.  Marston  confines  himself  strictly  to  the  '  Days  of  his 
Youth,"  and  in  no  way  anticipates  his  full  reminiscences  published  this  week  by  Mr.  Heine- 
mann  under  the  title  of  'After  Work,'  in  which  one  gets  a  most  interesting  picture  of  the 
intimate  relations  which  formerly  prevailed  between  publisher  and  author." 

ST.  JAMES'S  GAZETTE.— 

"It  is  a  shock  to  certain  established  notions  to  read  Mr.  Marston's  pages.  Certainly, 
[jaraVitias  &  Co.  live  in  a  very  different  street.  Here  is  a  publisher  who  confesses  to  having 
had  dealings  with  eight  or  ten  thousand  authors,  and  who  seems  to  have  enjoyed  with 
most  of  them  a  friendship  which,  in  the  case  of  Stanley  and  Blackmore  and  some  others, 
amounted  tu  intimacy  of  the  closest  kind.  ...  It  is  an  interesting  record  of  times  when 
publishing  was  a  more  leisurely  and  possibly  more  dignified  business  than  it  is  now." 

THE  FIELD.— 

"  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  for  much  more  than  half-a-centuiy  an  honoured  name  among 
publishers,  gives  us  '  Fragments  from  his  Workshop.'  .  .  .  There  are  thousands  of  good 
fishermen  who  know  him  as  'The  Amateur  Angler.'  .  .  .  Indeed  it  is  all  interesting  and  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  history  of  modern  literature." 

From  the  DAILY  GRAPHIC— 

"  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  whose  reminiscences,  'After  Work,'  are  coming  from  Heinemann 
this  autumn,  has  been  the  doyen  of  the  publishing  trade  since  the  death  of  Mr.  George 
Smith,  of  'Dictionary  of  National  Biography'  fame.  This  is  by  no  means  the  first  time 
that  Mr.  Marston  has  turned  author,  for  he  has  a  list  of  about  a  dozen  other  volumes  to 
his  credit,  one  of  which,  describing  his  visit  to  the  Rockies  in  1885,  has  gone  through  five 
editions.  Every  good  fisherman,  too,  knows  and  appreciates  his  work  as  'The  Amateur 
Angler,'  and  the  publishing  trade  itself  will  always  think  of  him— as  he  thought  of  his 
friend  Blackmore— as  'a  singularly  modest,  genial,  high-minded  English  gentleman.'  The 
story  of  his  sixty  odd  years  of  publishing  cannot  fail  to  prove  a  valuable  contribution  to 
the  existing  literature  on  the  history  of  bookselling— at  present  miserably  inadequate — 
<|inte  apart  from  its  general  interest." 

LIVERPOOL  COURIER. 

"  After  an  ac<iuaintance  with  Mr.  Edward  Marston's  most  interesting  book,  one  is  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  publishers  are  a  maligned  race.  .  .  .  These  quotations  will  give  an 
indication  of  the  wealth  of  memories  contained  in  the  reminiscences  of  this  octogenarian 
publi.sher  .  .  .  this  fascinating  volume." 

THE  SHEFFIELD  DAILY  TELEGRAPH. 

"' After  Work  '  is  a  highly  interesting  volume,  and  in  many  respects  it  is  luiique.  We 
anticipate  for  it  an  lionoured  place  in  many  a  carefully  stocked  library." 

GLASGOW  HERALD. 

"  From  almost  any  source  such  a  record  would  lie  valuable,  and  when  it  comes,  as  in  the 
present  case,  from  one  who  for  nearly  tifty  years  has  been  a  leading  partner  in  the  well- 
known  firm,  and  who  has  already  shown  himself  thoroughly  competent  to  wield  the  pen  on 
his  own  account,  it  is  certain  to  be  welcomed  by  that  increasing  public  which  wishes  to 
learn  as  nnich  as  it  can  about  books  and  about  their  authors." 


LoNUON :  WILLIAM  HEINEMANN,  20  and  21,  Bedford  Street. 
New  Yoek  :  CHARLES  SCBIBNEE'S  SONS,  153  to  157,  Fifth  Avenue. 
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^offings  bp  f^e  pap- 

"In  October  and  November  come  berries,  buUaces, 
roses  removed  to  come  late  and  such  like,  (so)  that 
you  may  have  a  perpetual  spring" — Bacon  [Ess. 
Gardens) . 

To-day  (Saturday),  Oct.  20,  and  on  the  30th  and 
and  Slst,  the  Heme  Bay  Sea  Angling  competition 
will  be  in  full  swing.  I  ana  given  to  underst  md 
that  the  large  number  of  valuable  prizes  will  all  be 
taken,  and  that  as  the  competition  is  open  to  all 
members  of  bona  fide  ansjling  clubs,  the  muster  will 
be  a  large  one.  Mr.  Joseph  Gripper,  of  Station 
road,  Herne  Bay,  has  the  arrangements  for  boats 
and  pier  well  in  hand. 

Following  next  in  order  of  date  comes  the  Folke- 
stone competition  for  boats  and  piers  (two).  As 
previously  announced  there  is  the  "Sassoon"  Chal- 
lenge Cup,  and  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals  to 
be  competed  for.  The  dates  for  the  boat  competi- 
tion are  Nov,  5,  G,  and  7.  For  the  piers  (Victoria 
and  S  E.R.)  there  is  an  interval  of  a  fortnight,  Nov. 
19,  20,  and  21.  Entries  close  for  boats  on  Nov.  2, 
and  for  piers  on  Nov.  16,    All  particulars  from  Mr. 

A.  C.  Wampach,  at  Wampach's  Hotel. 

***** 

The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling 
Festival  is  the  next  to  command  attention,  the 
dates  for  which  are  Nov.  12,  13^  and  14.  This 
annual  event  is  under  the  most  distinguished 
patronage,  and  is  being  engineered  by  an  up-to- 
date  committPe  and  honorary  secretaries.  The 
rules  and  conditions  governing  the  boat,  Hastings 
Pier,  and  St.  Leonards  Pier  competitions  ore  very 
voluminous,  and  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  hon,  secretaries,  10,  York-buildings.  Hastings. 
There  is  a  really  magnificent  array  of  prizes  to  be 
fished  for,  and  all  that  is  needed  is  fair  weather  to 
make  the  festival  a  success.  What  promises  to  be 
a  most  interesting  and  instructive  event  is  a  Sea 
Lead  Casting  Competition  for  several  prizes 
for  side  casting,  overhead  casting,  and  ladies'  class 
— any  style  of  casting. 

***** 

Last,  but  not  least,  comes  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Annual  Festival,  which  is  arranged  for 
pier  on  Nov.  12,  13,  and  14,  and  for  boats  on  Nov. 
19,  20,  and  21.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for 
the  comfort  of  visitors  and  contestants.  Kules, 
conditions,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  Mr.  J.  Pickup,  4,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C. 
Further  particulars  will  appear  later. 


To  A  Schoolboy  on  his  Birthday. 

Many  happy  returns  ! 

When  you  rush  to  the  burns 

And  the  rivers  and  brooks, 

Far  away  from  your  books. 

Take  with  you  this  rod ; 

And  if  you  want  fun, 

Fix  a  Coachman  or  Dun. 

But  never  use  worms ; 

For  a  creature  that  squirms 

May  remind  you  that  you  are  a  brother. 

Leave  them  under  the  scd : 

Fishing  rod  some  define 

As  a  stick  and  a  line 

With  a  worm  at  one  end  and  a  fool  at  the  other. 

If  you  miss  a  good  rise 

Or  a  fish  takes  your  flies. 

At  your  loss  you  must  not  be  downhearted ; 

When  you  sjjeak  of  him,  straight. 

Add  a  pound  to  his  weight, 

And  you  thus  eulogise  the  departed. 

Pay  no  heed  to  a  shaking  of  head, 

But  to  fish  brought  to  creel 

Give  the  length  of  an  eel — 

It  is  good  to  speak  well  of  the  dead. 


On  Saturday  morning  last,  about  7.30.  whilst 
fishing  from  Deal  Pier,  Mr.  George  Smith  captured 
a  cod  of  16lb.  To  hook  and  land  a  fish  of  that 
weight  on  the  bottom  of  the  ebb  tide  required 
careful  rnnnipulation.  Lugworin  was  the  lure,  and 
one  of  Hardy's  whole  cane  sea  rods  (10s.  Cd.)  with 
Anstiss's  sea  ledger  (using  two  hooks)  was  the 
tackle.  There  is  a  not  for  the  use  of  anglers  in  the 
custody  of  the  pier  authorities,  which  Mr.  Hall 
procured  and  very  skilfully  handled.  Mr.  George 
fcimith  is  a  member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  and  of 
the  B.8.A.S.,and  holds  quite  a  record  of  specimen 
fresh- water  fish,  as  well  as  some  very  fine  sea  fish, 


An  old  angler  and  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 

writes: — "Dr.  B  told  my  son  Archie  the  other 

day  that  a  child  came  for  admission  to  the  infirmary 
with  this  certificate  from  hia  parent :  '  Bil  as 
beUac' " 


Although  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  the  Russian 
warships  wantonly  fired  on  our  fishing  fleet  in  the 
North  Sea,  it  is  unfortunately  too  true  that  they 
did  so  British  anglers,  and  especially  British  Sea 
Anglers,  are  up  in  arms.  I  understand  a  well-known 
member  of  the  B.S.A  S.  has  invented  a  shot-proof 
as  well  as  waterproof  outfit.  MoBsrs.  Carter  report 
a  sudden  demand  for  Iho  heaviest  sea-leads  and 
extra  strong  gaffs  and  flisgorgers,  Messrs.  Hardy 
find  sea  anglers  enqui'ing  for  long  range  rifles, 
swivel  guns,  and  revolvers ;  and  all  round  our 
coasts  anglers  are  getting  ready  to  strike,  and  strike 
hard,  if  the  Russian  poachers  come  within  rang». 


Mr.  B.  M.  OaivE.shott  writes:  "  A  new  Thames 
Association  is  being  started  at  Laleham,  to  be 
known  as  the  L  \leham  and  Ashford  Association, 
and  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Pioneer  Inn,  h^lf 
way  between  the  two  village?,  and  adjacent  to  gome 
very  interesting  ponds  or  pits  which  are  likely  to 
give  members  a  busy  time.  For  many  years  past 
there  have  been  legends  of  one  or  two  monster  pike 
being  seen  here,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion 
large  fish  have  been  serured.  principally  by  villagers 
with  somewhat  primitive  tackle.  As  recently  as 
last  week,  J.  Dyas,  a  member  of  the  new  club, 
secured  a  fine  curiosity  in  a  silver  acaled  pike,  weigh- 
ing 7lb.  9oz. ,  with  red  fins.  It  was  2ft.  liin.  in  length, 
and  is  being  set  up,  and  will  be  on  view  at  head- 
quarters." [I  must  sec  this  rod-finne  i  "curiosity  " 
when  the  taxidermist  has  done  with  it,  as  al  o  the 
big  roach  which  is  bting  set  up  by  a  Bourne  End 
naturalist  ] 

On  Nov.  8,  the  members  of  the  Silver  Trout 
Angling  Society  (Nag's  Head  Hotel,  .James-street, 
Covent  Garden,  W.C.)  will  have  a  grand  smoking 
concert,  when  the  jjrizes  won  at  the  Twickenham 
outing  will  be  presented  by  the  president. 


OCTOBEB. 


Now  grey  October  his  dull  garment  weaves. 

By  stripping  all  the  monarchs  of  the  wood  ; 
His  garb  is  sombre,  for  'tis  made  of  leaves. 

Abject,  forlorn,  bereft  of  motherhood. 
See  yon  bare  branches,  listless,  gaunt  and  grim, 

Their  springtime  splendour  has  no  glory  now ; 
Rugged  and  eerie  seems  each  lonely  limb. 

Spectral,  dejected,  each  deserted  bough  ! 
Mark  how  the  tempest — pitiless  and  wild — 

Scatters  the  once  gay  offspring  of  the  trees ; 
List  their  low  wail!    "Spurned,  tossed  and  still 
reviled. 

Wafted  at  will  by  every  passing  breeze. 
No  canopy  of  grandeur  now  we  form. 
For  home  we  seek  the  flood,  Tor  shelter  find  the 
storm."  — Chas.  F.  Fobshaw. 


First  British  Sea  Angler  :  "  Sir  !  when  the 
Russian  shot  and  shell  rained  on  us,  in  that  furious 
hour  of  danger  I  stood  coolly  upon  the  trawler's 
deck."  Second  B.S.A. :  "Yes,  I  heard  that  you 
were  shivering." 

"  A  TIGHTLY  corked  flask  containing  a  spoonful 
of  whiskey  was  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  good- 
sized  pollack  that  was  recently  landed  at  Glou- 
cester, Maes.  The  pollack  is  at  times  as  voracious 
as  a  shark,  and  will  snap  at  any  object  floating  on 
the  water."  [Whoever  dropped  or  threw  away  that 
flask  on  the  high  seas  was  guilty  of  culpable  negli 
gence.  Had  the  flask  been  as  full  as  it  would  hold 
with  "  Black  and  White,"  it  would  have  sunk 
quietly  down,  down,  down  to  Davy  Jones'  locker, 
but  to  tempt  pollack  with  only  "a  spoonful"  was 
a  crime.] 

The  American  F.  G.  is  reponsible  for  the  follow- 
ing : — "It  is  said  that  would-be  champion  anglers 
going  to  California  may  have  their  photographs 
taken  with  any  size  fish  in  the  picture  desired, 
jewflsb,  sea  bass,  tunny,  etc.  They  are  made  of 
rubber,  and  quite  a  business  is  done  during  the 
Benson  with  those  wishing  to  show  big  catches." 
[Now,  I  have  frequently  read  "  rubber"  accounts  of 
big  fish,  but  as  a  rule  English  anglers  are  content  to 
photograph  only  the  fish  they  have  captured.  They 
have  been  known  to  place  a  two-foot  rule  by  the 
side  of  the  fish,  in  order  that  a  correct  estimate  of 
its  size  may  be  formed.  When  we  get  privilege 
tickets  to  California,  we  might  go  for  gold  fish,  but 
at  present  we  can  rub  along  without  rubber.] 


The  Morning  Leader  says:  "We  have  received 
from  Mr.  Victor  H.  Southgate,  of  Gippeeswyk- 
avenue,  Ipswich,  a  little  roach  which  he  caught  in 
the  Gitting,  at  Ipswich,  on  Saturday  last.  It  has 
two  mouths,  one  below  the  other,  both  of  thena 
quite  naturally  formed." 


The  Mick  was  officiating  as  umpire  at  the  local 
cricket  match.  "  How's  that,  umpire  ?  "  shouted  a 
player.  "Not  out,"  replied  the  Mick,  "But, 
jabers,  if  the  blackguard  does  it  again,  he  will  be,"  ' 


"  When  it  comes  to  eating  water  products,  th 
Japanese  have  few  prejudices.    If  they  discard  any, 
species  of  fish,  these  must  be  very  few  indeed,  and 
did  not  learn  of  any,"  says  Dr.  H.  M.  Smith  in 
lecture   recently  before   the  American  Fisheries' 
Society.    "  Among  their  commonest,  cheapest,  and 
most  wholesome  food-fishes  are  sharks,  which  are' 
brought  into  the  markets  and  butchered  much  afte 
the  manner  of  beeves  in  our  own  country.  Ra 
fish  is  one  of  the  national  foods.    I  acknowledg 
that  my  repugnance  to  it  was  great,  but  was  over 
CO  ire  by  the  first  dish,  for,  as  prepared  and  serve 
by  the  Japanese,  the  thin,  cold,  boneless  slices  o 
perfectly  fresh  mackerel,  taken  with  chop  sticks  an " 
dipped  in,  say,  bean  sauce,  are  delicious. 

•  «  «  «  * 

"Other  articles  which  I  have  eaten  at  a  single 
full  course  are  fish,  soup,  fried  fish,  baked  fish,  fried 
eels   and  rice,  pickled  eggs  of  sea  urchins,  dry 
octopus  or  squid,  boiled  abalone,  sea  weed  jelly  and 
shredded  whale  cartilage  pickled.    For  some  reaso" 
we  do  not  knowingly  eat  sharks,  and  in  this  w 
mies  a  good  deal.    As  some  people  are  doubtle" 
aware,  the  dogfish,  which  appear  in  such  immens 
droves  on  our  east  coast  and  are  so  destructive  o 
other  fish  life,  are  e.xoellent  when  fresh  or  canned 
and  I  predict  that  the  day  will  come  when  thea 
and  other  sharks  will  be  regularly  seen  in  ou 
markets." 


Quills  are  things  that  sometimes  are  taken  fro 
the  pinions  of  one  goose  to  spread  the  O-pinioc 
of  another. 


Carpe  Diem. 


My  dainty,  silvery,  piscine  friend, 

Down  in  the  waters  cool, 
I  love  to  see  you  frisk  about 

Your  tranquil,  reedy  pool. 

You  turn  and  twist,  and  gleam  and  glint. 

As  bright  as  Sheffield  blade ; 
I  envy  you  down  there,  for  it 

Is  ninety  in  the  shade. 

And  that  you  may  not  lonely  be, 
This  blithesome  summer  day. 

Behold  this  lively,  wriggling  worm 
I've  brought  with  you  to  play. 

I  like  to  see  you  nibble  it. 

No  doubt  you  think  it  fine. 
But  if  you're  rude  enough  to  bite, 

I'll  have  to  draw  the  line ! 

— Pearson's  Weekly. 


A  lobster,  2Jft.  long,  and  weighing  over  71b., 
was  caught  off  Deal  Pier  on  Saturday  by  Mr. 
Waddell,  a  local  angler,  after  cod. 


JiMPSON :  '  ■  That  was  a  finished  speech  I  gave 
last  night  at  the  Piscatorial  Society,  though  I  say  it 
myself."  Jamaon:  "  Yes,  it  certainly  was  finished. 
But  at  the  time  I  began  to  think  it  never  would 
be." 


"  Two  heads  are  better  than  one,"  quoted  the 
teacher.  "Now,  Willie,  do  you  know  why?" 
"  Sure,  ma'am  ;  'cause  then  you  could  git  a  job  in  a 
freak  museum  an'  make  lots  o'  money." 


MoBE  Things  You  cannot  Buy. 

Putty,  tp  stop  pains  in  the  head. 
Plaster  of  Paris,  for  a  "  cast  in  the  eye." 
Bridles,  for  hoarse  voices. 


"Bang  went  saxpence  !"  "First  of  all  I'd  buy 
a  new  kennel  for  the  dog,  then  some  sawdust  for 
the  rabbit,  then  a  new  hat  for  mother,  and  what- 
ever I  had  over  I  would  put  in  the  plate  at  church," 
Such  was  one  of  the  answers  received  from  a  num-  . 
ber  of  boys  who  were  examined  upon  how  they 
would  spend  sixpence.  Professor  Alfred  Hughes, 
in  addressing  the  Birmingham  Child  Study  Associa- 
tion at  the  University  recently,  showed  that  in  Scot- 
land 54  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  64  per  cent,  of  the 
girls  would  save  the  sixpence,  while  in  England  gi' Is 
were  to  the  fore  in  the  matter  of  thrift.  In  regard 
to  a  question  put  to  a  number  of  English  children 
as  to  what  they  would  do  if  they  found  a  shilling 
lying  in  the  street,  12  per  cent,  of  boys  and  28  per 
cent,  of  the  girls  discussed  the  question  of  trying  to 
find  the  owner,  and  39  per  cent,  of  boys  declared  for 
sharing  it  among  their  companions  as  compared 
with  34  per  cent,  of  girls.  Dragnet. 
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pFovineial  flugllng  llotes 

mutt  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  in  want  of  rain  to  freshen  up  our  rivers 
and  to  make  better  sport ;  all  our  rivers  are  low  and 
very  fine.  Still,  some  decent  i  akes  of  fish  have 
been  '  had  from  the  Avon,  Trent,  and  Severn. 
Grayling  have  been  biting  fresly  at  the  maggot, 
and  some  good-sized  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
Trent  and  Blythe.  The  bream  in  the  Avon  have 
been  going  well  at  the  stewod  wheat,  so  have  the 
roach.  The  Teme  is  reported  to  be  in  a  bad  condition 
owing  to  the  stale  state  of  the  water  and  the  large 
quantity  of  weeds  and  decaying  leaves.  Pike 
fishing  is  now  in  full  swing  both  on  our  rivers  and 
pools,  the  largest  fish  taken  during  the  past 
week  bf-ing  one  of  171b.  2oz.  ;  a  number  of 
small  fish  of  about  61b.  each  have  been  taken, 
and  now  that  we  are  having  cold  nights  and  morn- 
ings this  class  of  fish  will  afford  good  sport.  Some 
of  our  local  pools  have  been  fished  with  good  result-s. 
All  our  reservoirs  are  very  low  ;  in  fact  the  Olton 
Reservoir  is  lower  now  than  it  has  been  for  years. 
I  have  heard  some  very  bad  accounts  of  tne  fishins; 
in  the  canal  at  Fernhill  Heath  ;  two  clubs  went  on 
Oct.  23  to  fish  bye  contests,  but  not  one  of  the 
members  succeeded  in  taking  a  fish  to  weigh  in.  I 
have  in  my  notes  in  the  past  cautioned  clubs  going 
tothe  place  as  thecanal  is  contaminated  with  salt  from 
the  Sdlt  works  at  Droitwieh.  The  best  of  our  canals 
are  in  quite  anoppositedirection.and  better  sport  can 
be  found  within  a  few  miles  of  our  city.  Some  good 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  canal  at  King's  Norton, 
and  both  in  the  Stratford  and  Warwick  canals  at 
Preston  Baggot,  sport  has  been  good  with  the  roach, 
and  in  the  Fazeley  canal  sport  with  the  latter  class 
of  fish  has  been  good.  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
good  reports  from  the  Stoke  Golding  canal  lately  ; 
the  canal  has  not  been  fished  much  of  late  owing  to 
the  netting  that  was  carried  on  some  time  back. 
The  canal  at  Lapworth  has  been  very  much  over- 
done of  late.  At  Alrewas  sport  has  been  fairly 
good.  Some  good  roach  have  been  had  from  the 
canal  at  Alvechurch,  near  to  the  brickworks. 
The  Good  Intent  Society  have  had  two  good 
concerts  thia  week  in  aid  of  the  funds.  Both 
conceits  were  well  attended,  and  very  enjoyable 
evenings  were  spent.  A  number  of  our  clubs  are 
about  to  hold  concerts  between  now  and  Christmas, 
in  order  to  keep  the  members  together,  and  liven 
up  the  dreary  nights. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  conditions  for  both  roach  and  pike  fishing 
remain  excellent.  Trolling  is  now  receiving  a  good 
deal  of  attention,  especially  on  the  Forty-toot. 
Although  some  portions  of  the  river  are  weedy  in 
the  extreme,  making  it  absolutely  impossibl^i  to 
cast  a  bait  succe.-sfully,  other  lengths  of  the  river 
are  clear  of  weed,  and  there  »re  some  splendid 
stretches  of  water  along  the  Aslackby,  Dowsby, 
and  Dunsby  Fens.  The  writer  visittd  these  resorts 
twice  last  w.-ek,  and  killed  four  brace  with  the 
spinning  tackle,  the  heaviest  going  up  to  71b. 
Other  rods  have  done  equa'ly  well.  The  mouths 
of  tributaries  are  the  most  likely  spots  tor  pike  just 
now,  and  it  was  near  thesa  where  the  best  fish 
were  killed.  Roach  fishermen  have  to  exercise  no 
patience,  for  the  fish  are  in  a  particularly  good 
feeding  humour  on  most  waters  ju;t  now,  and  plenty 
have  been  creeled  this  week  wtighing  upivards  of  lib. 
The  maggot  continues  to  kill  the  best  fish.  The 
afternoon  is  by  far  the  best  time  for  taking  both 
roach  and  pike,  and  during  the  warm  days  lately 
fcxpeiieneaa  the  latter  have  appeared  most  voracious. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  so  favourable  for  anglers 
during  the  past  week  or  so  tLat  many  who  had  put 
their  rods  away  for  the  season  were  tempted  out 
again,  and  our  local  waters  being  mostly  in  good 
condition,  resulted  in  a  few  catches  being 
made  in  various  quarters,  and  from  both  the 
river  Hull,  Driffield  Canal,  and  Market  Weigh- 
ton  Canal  some  nice  fish  were  shown,  espe- 
cially roach,  some  of  which  taken  from 
the  upper  reaihea  of  the  Huil  scaled  from  Jib.  to 
over  ilb.  each.  A  few  fairly  good  takes  are  also 
reported  from  the  Ancholme  and  Ludd,  in  Lincoln- 
shire. The  Globe  Angliog  Association  fished  their 
last  match  of  the  season  at  Hull  Bridge  in  very  floe 
weathT,  the  angling  being  much  enjoyed,  and  re- 
sulted in  Messrs,  T.  Bar.Jsley,  W.  W,.lford,  and  J. 
Fristfin  taking  first  three  prizes.  The  Alexandra 
Anglina  Association  have  just  elected  their  executive 
for  1905,  Mr.  Blythe  Kemp  being  president. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Laat  Saturday  (Oct.  22)  the  colliery  village  of 
Clifton  waa  in  a  holiday  humour  as  regards  anglers. 


by  the  presentation  of  the  Bridgewater  Challenge 
Shield  to  the  Robin  Hood  A.S.  They  have  tried 
persistently  to  win  it,  and  have  at  last  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  so.  The  Bollin  is  now  in 
a  good  condition,  but  very  few  rods  are  out  to 
sample  it  since  the  end  of  September.  The 
Weasle  A.S.  had  a  most  successful  match  at 
Broadhf-ath,  the  best  weight  being  that  of  Mr.  S, 
Holt,  ll  |oz.  Several  decent  pike  have  baen  taken 
at  Northwich,  Theopon  match  at  Lymra  on  Oct.  22 
was  not  well  patronised,  only  twenty-seven  rods 
competing.  Mr.  W.  Goodwin  secured  the  first 
prize.  No  doubt  thia  match  suffered  by  being  so 
late  in  the  season  and  the  inconvenient  train  ser- 
vice, coupled  with  a  counter  attraction  at  War- 
rington. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Just  at  present  we  are  more  particularly  engaged 
with  items  of  a  social  character,  or  business  and 
routine  character.  On  Oct.  2.5  the  West  Sal  ford 
A.A.  had  a  visit  from  Col.  Sir  Lees  Knowles,  M.P., 
who  presented  to  .the  "Royals"  the  association 
shield  won  by  them  on  Sept.  17.  In  an  interesting 
speech  dealing  with  angling  generally,  he  secured 
the  attention  of  his  hearers  with  humorous 
allusions  to'  the  sport.  There  is  no  abate- 
ment in  the  canal- fishing  in  the  centre  of  this 
city,  and  last  Saturday  and  Sunday  crowds 
were  out,  and,  more,  still  catching  fish.  The 
Tankard  A.S.  commenced  their  second  season 
with  flying  colours.  Ihe  past  season  has  been  a 
most  succf'Ssful  one.  The  Ardwiek  Anglers  dis- 
posed of  their  annual  meeting  last  Tuesday,  If 
only  more  pike  fishing  could  be  obtained,  the 
present  fine  weather  would  tempt  a  lot  of  rods  out. 
although  baits  are  hard  to  get. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  attracted  large  numbers  of 
angler?,  the  majority  of  whom  have  relied  on  the 
gentle  for  their  sport.  Moderately  good  bags  of 
roach  and  dace  have  been  made  in  the  streams 
opposite  and  below  Burton  Joyce,  and  on  Oct.  22. 
near  Grimthorpe,  two  punt  anglers  secured 
about  401b.  of  chub  with  pith  and  brains.  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society,  has  had  another  substantial  take  of 
chub  aad  other  coarse  fish  on  the  Shardlow  and 
Cavendish  Bridge  section,  and  eport  amongst  roach 
and  dace  f  ppears  to  have  improved  at  Barton  and 
Attenborough.  Mr.  C.  Loam,  of  West  Bridgford, 
has  creeled  pome  fine  dace — one  lOoz. — in  the  lower 
part  of  the  Wilford  length.  Above,  very  litt'e  has 
been  done.  Mr.  R.  Higginson  has  landed  a  pike  of 
7  Jib.  ia  the  Grantham  Canal,  and  several  of  ordinary 
size  have  fallen  to  the  trolling  bait  in  the  Hazleford 
district.  The  worm,  aa  a  bait,  is  in  no  request,  and 
not  much  will  be  done  with  it  until  the  river 
undergoes  a  change  ;  it  is  still  remarkably  low  and 
clear.  Members  of  the  City  Piscatorials  have  fished 
another  of  their  periodical  matches  at  Farndon, 
when  the  leading  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  H, 
Boot,  P.  Leeming,  H.  Bunney,  W.  Thompson, 
J.  Priestley.  Col.-Serg.  Jones,  W.George,  H.  White- 
moor,  and  E.  M,  Griffiths. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  warm,  sunny  weather  which  continues  to 
prevail  has  induced  many  anglers  to  seek  the  river 
side,  but  the  water  in  many  places  is  so  full  of  leaves 
that  fishing  is  very  unpleasant.  We  have  had  a 
nice  freshet  on  the  Severn,  and  the  water  much 
discoloured,  but  it  is  now  in  capital  condition  for 
bottom  fishing,  and  some  capital  dishes  of  roach 
have  been  caught,  and  a  few  good  bream.  The 
Teme  his  fished  fairly  well.  Mr,  Thompson  had 
2|  brace  nice  grayling,  Mr.  M.  Perks  a  capital  catch 
of  chuh,  dace,  and  grayling.  Mr.  Thrift  a  lot  of  tine 
daco,  Mr  R.  WiogSeld  brace  of  grayling  and  some 
good  dace,  Mr.  Walker  fourteen  dace  and  a  21b.  chub. 
In  the  Avon  a  few  tine  bream  have  been  caught, 
some  large  roach,  and  some  very  fine  perch;  one 
caught  by  H.  Lampit  was  lib.  lloz.,  the  bait  a 
brandling  worm.  Several  pike  have  been  caught 
with  spinni'ig  tackle  in  this  river  during  the  wtek 
(largest,  O  jlb. ),  and  several  have  had  capital  sport 
in  private  water  with  live  baits.  One  rod  had  eight 
pike  and  three  very  large  perch. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  fishing  waters  in  the  York  district  are  in  a 
shocking  condition,  low  and  clear,  but  diity,  with 
abundance  of  insect  life.  Very  little  is  doing 
amongst  anglers,  and  instances  are  not  wanting  of 
experienced  rodmen  failing  to  get  a  bite  from  either 
roach  or  pike.  Mr.  H  cks  a  few  days  ai;o  visited 
the  banks  of  the  Derwent  at  Yeddingham,  and 
had  the  good  fortun9  to  catch  a  nice  grayling 
weighing  IJlb.  and  a  moderate  pike;  whilst  Mr. 
Foster,  who  accompanied  him,  was  not  so  successful. 
Maggot  was  used  as  bait.  On  Oct.  22,  Messrs. 
Henderson  and  Spink  made  a  bold  effort  to  rouse 
the  roach  on  the  Ouse  at  Naburn,  but  without  suc- 


cess ;  and  Messrs.  Lawaon,  Danby  and  Spink,  on 
Oct.  26,  got  nothing  for  their  trouble  in  fishing  with 
paste  in  the  Derwent  at  Eatt  Cottingwith.  There 
was  a  good  tide,  but  the  fish  appeared  to  be  per- 
fectly dormant.  Rain  is  badly  wanted  for  anything 
like  successful  sport  to  be  obtained. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  angling  season  has  closed  on  the  majority  of 
waters.  On  those  waters  still  open  for  angling 
sp  -rt  has  been  backward.  Those  concerned  with, 
or  interested  io,  angling,  will  now  naturally  think 
of  the  preservation  of  the  fi^h  in  the  spawning 
grounds.  Generally  speaking,  better  protect  ion  has 
been  afforded  all  round  in  recant  years,  but  there  ara 
still  many  places  where  the  protection  is  inade- 
quate, and  some  places  where  there  is  little  or  no 
protection.  Sea  angling  has  been  very  good  at  all 
the  principal  stations  since  last  report,  but  has 
been  interrupted  in  the  opp(n  bays  on  the  western 
coast  on  a  couple  of  days  by  harsh  winds  and  very 
high  seas.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  lovely 
and  the  sea  very  calm,  and  sport  is  good  all  round 
once  more. 

West  of  Ireland. 
In  the  West,  the  rivers  which  close  on  Oct.  31 
include  the  Carrownesky,  which  has  only  four 
months  of  an  open  season,  the  Louisburgh,  which 
has  only  five  months'  open  fishing,  Dauros,  Erriff, 
Delphi,  Carton,  and  Garranbawn  lakes,  Bumshoole, 
Owengarve,  Glenamoy,  Ballycroy,  immortalised  by 
Maxwell  in  "Wild  Sports  of  the  West,"  the  Owen-, 
duff,  the  Achill  Island  waters,  Pa'.merston,  Easky, 
and  Grange. 


SPBY  FISHERY  BOARD. 


The  annual  meeting  of  this  board  was  held  in 
Elgin,  on  Oct.  21,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  presiding.  With  reference  to  salmon  spawn- 
ing, Mr.  McGregor,  the  superintendent,  reported 
that  last  year's  spawning  season  (1903-4)  followed 
a  record  one  for  sixteen  years,  though  the  number 
of  spawning  beds  last  year  showed  a  decrease  of 
1458  from  the  record  year.  Spawning  over  the 
river  generally  was  very  good,  and  was  first  seen 
for  the  sea-on  on  October  8,  1903,  at  Drummond, 
Laggan,  one  of  the  top  reaches.  The  sexes  of 
spawning  fish  while  on  the  spawning  fords  appeared 
evenly  matched.  There  was  no  injury  caused  by 
ice  to  the  spawning  beds  over  the  whole  district 
during  the  season.  During  last  spring  and  early 
summer  the  appearance  of  descending  smolts  was 
certainly  a  good  average  one  upon  the  river  Spey 
and  tributaries.  A  good  round  heavy  volume  of 
water  in  the  Spey  and  tributaries  during  the  whole 
of  the  months  of  April  and  May  gave  descanding 
smolts  the  btst  facilities  possible  in  their  migration 
to  the  sea.  Between  December  21,  1903,  and 
January  8,  1904,  850,000  salmon  ova  were  put  into 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
hatchery  at  Fochabers.  These  were  successfully 
hatched.  From  June  8  to  July  23  the  total  num- 
ber of  salmon  fry  turned  into  the  river  Spey  at 
Fochabers  from  this  hatchery  was  700,000. 
Another  batch  of  50,000  was  between  same  dates 
removed  from  the  hatchery  and  conveyed  to  the 
rearing  ponds  at  Cunninghaugh.  On  June  16 
50,000  fry  were  conveyed  from  the  hatchery  to 
Carron,  and  put  into  Mr.  J.  W.  H,  Grant's,  of  Elchies, 
stretches  of  the  river  Spey.  Yet  another  50,000 
were  conveyed  to  and  turned  into  Mr.  Grant's 
stretches  of  the  river  above  Carron  on  June  20. 
Mr  Calderwood,  of  the  Fishery  Board,  Edinburgh, 
visited  the  Cunninghaugh  rearing  ponds  on  April 
28,  and  marked  180  salmon  smelts,  which  were 
kept  in  the  ponds  until  May  18,  whan  they  werw 
put  into  the  river  Spey  at  the  Garmouth  railway 
bridge  along  with  50  other  unmarked  smolts.  All 
of  the  salmon  smolts  were  three  years  old,  and  were 
from  the  fry  which  were  left  in  the  rearing  ponds 
by  the  flood  or  hedivy  spate  of  January,  1903. 

The  fishery  assessment  for  ensuing  year  was  fixed 
at  29.  9Jd  per  £1,  being  2d.  per  £1  less  than  last 
year.  This  is  calculated  to  produce  £1158  19s.  2d., 
eufficient  to  meet  the  estimated  expenditure  for 
current  year.  J.  M. 


LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
(LIMITED). 


The  directors  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Associa- 
tion (Limited)  have  just  issued  their  thirtieth 
annual  report  and  balance-sheet  for  the  year  endiiig 
Sept.  17  last.  The  association  has  an  authorisea 
and  subscribed  capital  of  £3000  in  300  shares  of  £10 
each,  whereof  £4  per  share,  or  £1200,  has  been  cal  ed 
up.  The  gross  receipts,  including  interest  on 
revenue  account,  amounted  to  £1413  2s.  9d  ,  and 
after  providing  for  all  fixed  rents  and  charges,  there 
remains  £397  18a,  2d.  to  meet  the  rent  for  the  trout 
fishing  for  the  past  aeason,  being  £402  Is.  lOd.  short 
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of  the  minimum  rent.  There  was  carried  forward 
from  lasf.  year  a  balance  of  £G30  lis.  3d.,  to  which 
there  falls  to  be  added  £32  13s.  6d.  of  interest  on 
invested  paid-up  capital,  making  together  £663 
4".  9d.  After  meeting  the  minimum  rent  of  £800, 
there  remains  £261  29.  lid.  of  a  disposable  balance 
In  consequence  of  tbe  heavy  loss  on  the  revenue 
account,  the  directors  are  unable  to  recommend 
payment  of  any  dividend,  and  suggest  that  the 
whole  ba'ance  be  carried  to  next  occount.  The 
vmsuccassful  nature  of  the  past  angliner  season  on 
the  loch  is  shown  from  the  yield  being  below  even  a 
low  average  season.  The  weather  as  a  whole  wa3 
not  favourable  up  to  the  end  of  July,  and  the 
demand  for  boats  was  about  the  smallest  which  tbe 
association  has  ever  known.  A  vast  improvement, 
however,  characterised  the  month  of  August,  and 
the  directors  feel  justified  in  saying  that  the  promise 
for  the  future  is  brighter  than  has  been  the  case  for 
many  seasons  past.  Granted  favourable  weather, 
thftre  is  now,  they  believe,  every  reason  to  antici- 
pate that  next  season's  fishing  will  restore  the  old 
reputation  of  the  loch.  The  efforts  of  thi^  associa- 
tion to  exterminate  the  pike  have  met  with  marked 
success,  while  the  American  weed — the  caupe  of  so 
many  pessimistic  forebodings — now  occasions  but 
little  interference  with  fishing.  Nothing  was  more 
gratifying  than  the  large  number  of  small  fish 
which  were  seen  during  August.  li.  B.  L. 


^otc5  from  tl)c  Wotll). 


Pbtncb  Arthur  of  Connaught  left  Gordon 
Castle  on  Saturday  (Oct.  22)  after  an  excellent 
week's  sport  in  the  coverts,  preceded  by  as  exciting 
a  week  on  the  river. 


He  left  for  Edinburgh,  to  viait  his  father  on  his 
way  south,  and  carries  with  him  the  honour  of 
having  killed  the  top  weight  of  the  season  on  the 
Spey.    He  had  fish  every  day  he  was  fishing. 

The  Don  "minnowers  "  are  giving  up  the  business 
in  disgust.  They  honk  th«  fish  oftener  than  the 
fish  hooks  them,  but  this  season  the  fish  are  not  yet 
forward  in  sufifieient  quantities  to  make  the  so- 
called  sport  worth  wasting  time  on. 

Mr.  Richard  Cautley  died  last  week,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four.  Perhips  there  was  no  more  enthusiastic 
trout  angler  north  of  the  Border  than  he.  Some 
years  ngo  he  retired  from  business,  end  devoted 
himself  entirely  to  the  p'easures  of  the  rod.  He 
lies  in  AUanvale,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee. 


Major  McPherson  also  "reeled  in"  last  week,  at 
Cults,  Dpeside,  another  keen  angler  and  sportpman, 
whose  fame  and  name  were  made  at  Agra.  India. 
Many  out  there  will  be  sorry  to  learn  of  the  major's 
death.   

On  Saturday  (Oct.  22)  the  Active,  (f  Dundee, 
sailed  into  Peterhead  on  her  way  home  f/om 
Hudson's  Bay.  She  had  two  whales  ai  the  result 
of  the  season's  fishing. 

The  Don  pollution  ca»e  was  up  last  week  in  the 
Court  of  Session,  when  another  move  on  the  legal 
cless  board  was  adjusted,  and  a  date  fixed  to  tiy 
conclusions.   

Meantime,  the  pocr  salmon  are  crowding  by 
hundreds  into  the  lower  wateis,  and  b^tt'ing  with 
the  sewage  of  a  population  of  some  CO, 000  bodies 
along  its  villages,  besides  mill  and  other  refuse. 

Sergt.  .John  Mackay  had  a  fine  salmon  of  251b.  on 
the  Murtle  Dee  water  one  day  last  week. 

Captain  John  Mackay,  on  the  DrO  tidals,  had  one 
hundred  and  twenty  finnoek  for  the  month  of 
September.  Fince  then  he  has  fished  little,  as  the 
waters  have  been  too  small.  The  Haie's  Ear  is  his 
favouiitefly.   

I  regret  to  say  the  genial  captain  lost  his  little 
fon,  a  smart  boy  of  thirteen  years,  the  other  day, 
Hnd  one  who  gave  rich  promise  both  as  a  scholar 
and  an  angler. 

The  rock  fishers  on  the  Kincan^ine  coast  had 
pome  jolly  good  baskets  on  Saturday  (Oct,  22)  fioni 
('ove,  Portlcthen,  Newtonhill,  and  Muchalls. 


None  will  be  more  lhankful  that  the  season  is  at 
an  end  than  the  gillie,  or  professional  fisherman. 
To  him  it  is  a  weaririess  of  the  flesh  when  there  is 
nothing  to  crow  ovtr. 

One  can  Fcarrely  realise  'that  it  is  the  erd  of 
October,  and  winter  at  the  door.  The  genial 
Mumrner-like  weather,  the  humming  of  the  beo,  the 
song  of  the  bird,  and  the  splashing  of  the  trout  in 
the  pool  beguile  our  fancies.       Si-ecial  Scotch. 


CATCHING  BULLBATS  ON  THE  FLY. 


Denver,  Colo.,  July  30. — Catching  bullbats  on 
the  fly  seems  to  be  a  common  occurrence  on  the 
banks  of  the  Gunnison  at  l«ast.  My  yarn  in  a 
recent  issue  of  this  paper  has  been  read  with  wide- 
spread interest  locally,  and  has  brought  out  a 
Fimilar  experience.  This  time  the  horo  is  Th-^mas 
D.  Parker,  secretary  of  the  Colorado  Promotion 
and  Publicity  Coinmittep,  and  an  enthusiastic 
angler.  He  ranks  witVi  the  experts  in  lr"ig  distance 
casting,  and  it  was  while  doing  some  tall  stunts  of 
this  kind  near  Gunnison  a  coup'e  of  weeks  aao 
that  he  almost  jerked  his  arm  out  of  its  socket  by 
hooking  on  to  something  behind  him.  It  was  rather 
late  in  the  afternoon,  duek  was  falling,  and  he  says 
he  noticed  that  for  some  time  the  bullhata  had  been 
hovering  about  him  in  large  numbers.  Of  cou'-se, 
the  idea  that  they  were  trying  to  take  his  flies 
never  '-ntered  his  head  until  he  accidentally  hooked 
one.  It  was  a  rather  delicate  task  to  reel  the 
captive  in,  particularly  as  the  barb  had  anchored  in 
the  wing  of  the  bird.  When  almost  within  arm's 
If^ngth,  the  bird  fluttered  off  and  disappeared. 
Mr,  Parker  then  returned  to  the  whipping  of  the 
stream,  and  was  doing  very  nicely  when  he  got 
another  "air  strike,"  and  behold  there  was  another 
bullbat  circling  skyward  with  his  tackle.  The 
experience  might  have  been  pleasant  enough  if  he 
had  been  out  for  bullbats,  hut  it  was  rather  ticklish 
business  reeling  in  from  the  clouds,  and  there  was 
danger  of  smashing  a  tackle.  However,  the  captive 
bird  was  finally  reeled  in  and  netted  in  the  presence 
of  half  a  score  of  other  anglers,  who  ((vxit  casting 
to  witne.s3  the  queer  proceeding.  Examination 
showed  that  the  poor  bird  had  actually  taken  the 
fly  in  its  mouth  while  darting  through  the  air  in 
search  of  insect  food.  It  was  released  as  gently  as 
possible  and  returned  to  its  native  element.  At 
the  time  the  air  over  the  water  was  literally  alive 
with  the  little  Stone  Fly,  and  Mr,  Parker  was  using 
the  Ginger  Quill  and  Blue  Quiil  Midges  for  his 
battery. — Forest  and  Stream. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
W.  D.  Cox,  —  Much  oblige!  to  you  for  the 
cutting. 


Xettets  to  tbe  Ebftor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


KEEPING  OF  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Excuse  the  temptation  which  your 
note  on  "  One  Way  to  Keep  Gut  "  excites  to  say  a 
few  words  more  on  tte  subject,  albeit  with  eonne 
reservation  as  to  conviction  produced  by  a  con- 
sciousness that  many  yeirs'  experience  may  bs 
insufficient  to  render  one's  conclusions  absolute  in 
consequence  of  in  uffioiently  detailed  knowledge 
regarding  all  the  conditions  affecting  the  matter. 
To  Ih'S  let  me  add  confession  of  a  shortcoming 
touching  some  orthodox  beliefs  relating  to  the 
durability  of  gut  and  its  treatment  with  a  view  ta 
prolonging  the  same. 

It  seems  that  to  arrive  at  all  the  facts  about  this 
well-known  material  and  its  preservation  would 
require  a  Royal  Commission  composed  of  technical 
and  scientific  experts  in  chemistry,  microscopy, 
and  natural  history,  conducted  on  oath ;  unless, 
indeed,  you  should  open  your  columns  to  the  ma's 
of  intelligent  observations  which  can  be  made  by 
those  competent  to  handle  the  matter — a  result 
much  to  be  desired. 

If  gut  is  to  be  always  regarded  as  a  more  than 
less  peiishable  commodity — after  the  manner  of 
fly-tying  silk,  some  fishing  lines,  common  thread, 
india-rubber,  waterproofed  clothing,  mdk,  fish, 
drawing  paper,  moist  colours,  and  so  forth,  which 
are  vaiiously  subject,  more  than  other  things,  to 
the  damaging  effects  of  time — let  us  possess  our 
souls  in  patience,  curtail  unsatisfied  desires  when 
fish  break  away,  and  continue  to  enjoy  the  vendor's 
good  business  encomiums  upon  their  own  stock  of 
the  article,  though  we  may  never  live  to  learn  what 
becomes  of  the  uns  jld  part :  whether  they  can 
keep  it  in  better  sta'e  than  ourselves,  or  ytt 
whether  it  is  beneficially  absorbed  in  surgical  uses. 

Should  its  preservation  be  a  mere  question  of 
wetness  cr  dryness  affecting  gut  to  the  degree  of 
extreme  weakness  through  some  invisible  change, 
that  can  hardly  be  called  ordinary  decoTS position,  a 
decision  ought  to  be  easily  reached.  I  read  lately 
that  every  tims  gut  is  wetted  its  strength  is  reduced, 
yet  I  have  seen  one  Hercules  cast,  frequently  fished 
with,  last  for  a  whole  season  !  and  in  an  excellent 
book  upon  fishing  in  Northern  India,  I  saw  that  old 
gut  may  be  restored  to  its  strength,  not  by  quick 
soaking,  but  by  allowing  it  to  slowly  absorb  damp 


for  a  considerable  time  till  it  became  mellow  and 
useful.  In  the  climate  of  India,  varying  from 
extreme  dryness  to  an  atmosphere  saturated  with 
damp,  I  h^ve  found  it  variously  periihable,  though 
sometimes  retaining  for  months  or  years  sufficient 
strength  to  be  u-ied  with  uncertain  confidence. 

As  this  article  ii  not  cheap,  and  the  dearest  ii 
often  the  best,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  interest  to 
one's  pocket  to  secure  good  gut,  and  to  keep  it 
good,  if  one  cannot  make  it  for  himself,  as 
I  heard  of  an  old  Italian  doing  here,  who 
used  to  draw  it  out  with  his  teeth  though  not 
through  a  plate,  I  have  s  mght  pretty  widely  fo' 
superior  gut  throughout  Great  Britain,  here,  and 
in  one  or  twj  places  in  France,  having  accuinalated 
enough  of  samples  to  form  the  idea  that  one  may 
happen  on  ordinary  good  gut  anywhere ;  that  a 
great  deal  is  inferior  as  to  strength,  particularly  the 
long  strand  .Tapanese  or  Chinese  gut-,  which,  even 
twisted  double,  was  poor  stuff ;  that  some  from 
England  would  have  been  invaluable  if  its  strength 
coull  have  be  n  perpetuated  for  two  or  three 
sea'tons  or  longer;  but  that  all  was  more  or  less 
perijhable,  though  kept  with  ca-e  in  a  dry  and  not 
very  wa'^ni  room,  and  excluded  from  any  strong 
light.  Time  enough  has  not  yet  passed  to  say  how 
lung  my  bottled  gut  may  retain  what  strength  it 
had  when  put  up,  but  some  fresher,  which  1  got  a 
few  months  since  in  London,  at  Farlow's,  and  which 
I  have  kept  encIos3d  with  cut  slices  of  potato,  shows 
no  sign  of  change,  weakne.'s,  or  drying  up.  Your 
suggestion  of  trying  the  breaking  strain  before  and 
after  keeping  for  a  certain  time  would  no  doubt 
answer  admirably  if  onih  strand  was  tried  a'ld 
marked,  fur  I  have  found  that  all  strands  in  a  hank  or 
all  parts  of  a  strand  of  undrawn  gut  are  n'-t  equally 
sbiong,  also  that  the  strength  of  dry  old  guD  was 
sca-cdly  increased  by  a  long  or  short  immersion  in 
cold  or  in  warm  water.  Some  cf  this  old  gut  would 
stand  a  fair  straight  pull  of  a  few  pjunds  even  dry, 
but  gave  way  to  a  jeik,  and  was  very  iaeiastic  and 
cracked  when  knotted. 

It  is  a  common  instruction  to  try  gut  by  drawing 
it  through  the  tightly  closed  hand,  which  is 
equivalent  to  allowing  it  full  advantage  of  what 
elasticity  it  has.  and  without  a  certam  degree  of 
this  elasticity,  I  take  it,  gut  is  not  trustworthy. 

No  one  uses  gut  without  softening  it  in  water  to 
prevent  it  snapping.  Even  the  frequantly  wetted 
and  dried  silk  of  an  umbrella  lasts  a  good  time 
without  splitting  where  worn,  although  often  pat 
aside  wet,  hence  it  would  seem  that  a  partly  damp 
atmosphere,  if  it  prevents  gut  from  drying,  ought 
not  to  accelerate  its  usual,  perhaps  natural,  deterior- 
ation, whish  may  vary  in  different  samples  Some  , 
of  my  old  bottled  gut  treated  with  glycerine  ■ 
lias  now  lain  for  more  then  a  month  in  coid  water' 
wiihout  having  lost  the  streugthithad  when  bottled 
more  than  a  year  ago,  though  the  soaking  does  seem' 
to  have  softened  the  surface  so  as  to  fray  easily. 
I  am  now  trying  it  in  a  weak  formalin  solution 
to  see  if  it  will  harden  or  decay.  That  which 
prevents  gut  from  drying  up,  if  it  be  really  loss 
of  moistura  which  causes  it  to  get  hard,  should 
improve  its  chaice  of  lasting,  unless  the  hardness 
is  H  chemical  change,  like  the  consolidation  of  oil- 
paint,  which  heat  will  soften;  and  gut  will  frizzle, 
melt,  and  burn  like  hair  or  quill,  though  it  does  not 
seem  to  soften  with  dry,  moderate  heat.  Good 
horsehair  is  weaker  than  some  poor  gut,  and  yet  it 
is  possible  to  kill  fish  wii>h  it. 

I  have  seen  gut  kept  in  closed  glass  cylinders, 
b1:0  in  flannel  (thought  to  p-eserve  paper  from 
fungus  in  India),  and  lately  in  chamois  leather, 
which,  as  it  cannot  resist  water,  can  hardly  exclude 
damp;  but  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  absolutely 
the  best  way  of  keeping  it,  and  if  I  were  not  nearly 
as  much  in  the  dark  aj  it  is  said  gut  should  be 
kept,  I  might  have  leas  excuse  for  inflicting  this 
long  letter  upon  you. — Yours  truly,  Benwvan. 

['*  Benwyan's "  suggestions  are  always  worth 
consideration.  Douutless  it  U  bad  to  keep  gut  too 
dry — that  is,  in  too  warm  a  place.  Mr.  S.  Allcock 
warns  against  this  in  his  practical  note  on  the 
subject.  I  should  prefer  to  take  his  opinion  on  thH 
subject  to  almost  anyone,  as  he  has  made  silkworm 
gut  a  study  for  over  half  a  century.  1  remember 
the  fa*her  of  the  present  Mr.  J.  Gillett.  of  Fetter- 
lane,  showing  me  some  grand  bundles  cf  gut  many 
years  ago — buying  gut  w*s  almost  a  hobby  with 
him — and  he  managed  to  keep  it  good,  he  told 
me,  for  many  years.  It  is  an  important  matter, 
especially  whei  good  salmon  caats  cost  from  53.  to 
lOa.  apiece. — Ed  J 


HOW  TO  KEEP  GUT. 

DEAii  Sir, — Never  put  gut  in  a  damp  place 
Wrap  it  up,  and  your  casts,  ia  wash-leather,  put  i 
in  a  drawer  in  a  room  not  too  warm,  and  it  wil 
keep  for  years, — Yours  truly,  S.  Allcock. 

Redditch. 

[Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,   the  head   of  the  grof 
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ReddittJh  house,  ought  to  know  how  gut  should  be 
kept.  I  agree  with  him  that  gut,  like  gunpowder, 
should  be  kept  dry. — Ed.] 


SIXGLE-H90K  PRAWN  TACKLE. 

De-AB  Sir, — As  yovi  request,  I  send  you  a  rough 
sketch  of  single-hook,  prawn  tackle,  bub  it  is  so 
rough  as  to  be  "unfit  for  publication."  I  cannot 
get  ijold  of  a  prawn  here,  though  I  caught  one  on 
the  rod  at  Dover  not  long  ago. 

Description  of  moditi  operandi  ought  to  suffice. 
Hook  should  be  a  bold  round  bend  with  longish 


I 


(•hank.  Limericks  do  not  do  so  well.  Size  accordiog 
to  size  of  prawns  to  be  used.  Insert  point  ac 
base  of  tail,  pass  carefully  through  body  of  prawn, 
and  bring  out  unier  thorax,  when  bend  and  barb 
will  be  among  the  legs,  almost  hidden,  but  quite 
ready  for  business  purposes.  I  Vine  moderate- sized 
prawns  test,  and  quite  small  ones  are  often  useful. 

A  freshly- boiled  prawn  is  easiest  to  bait.  When  I 
ani  only  goingonaehorttrip — say.aweek  or  ten  days 
— I  simply  keep  my  prawns  in  salt.  They  harden  a 
little,  and  I  soak  half  a  dozen  in  tepid  water  while 
I  am  dressing,  and  then  they  become  pliable  enough 
to  go  on  the  book  quite  easily.  Prawns  out  of 
glycerine  are  also  all  the  better  for  souking  in  warm 
water,  and  it  takes  off  the  nasty  stickiness.  In 
old  prawns,  either  out  of  salt  or  glycerine,  or  over- 
boiled ones,  the  flesh  inside  will  often  be  seen  to 
have  shrunk  away  from  the  shell.  These  will  be 
brittle,  and  require  considerable  soaking  before  they 
can  be  baited. 

If  prawns  are  scarce,  and  much  casting  has  to  be 
done,  they  should  be  wtll  secured,  after  putting  on 
hook,  by  a  good  many  turns  of  fine  orange  silk,  begin- 
ning at  tail  and  finishing  off  in  front  of  thorax. 
Lead,  according  to  depth  and  strength  of  water  to 
be  fished,  about  half  a  yaid  above  hook,  sometimes 
le89. 

The  prawn  so  mounted  can  be  used  either 
harling  from  boat,  as  on  the  Tay,  or  casting  and 
working  from  the  bank.  Sinking  and  drawing  in 
a  deep  hole  where  fish  are  known  to  lie  is  very 
deadly,  especially  in  luw  water.  The  salmon 
generally  take  this  single-hook  j  rawn  with  great 
decision  and  firmne,->s.  The  eight  I  caught  on  it 
at  Cockermouth  were  all  firmly  hooked,  and  hardly 
required  striking,  and  I  only  lost  ono  other  fish 
which  shook  the  hook  out  in  a  wild  jump.  I 
l>elieve  the  single  hook  is  mostly  used  at  Galway, 
where  tlie  prawn  accounts  for  such  a  largo  propor- 
tion of  the  captures,  and  J  certainly  prefer  it  in 
every  way  to  the  elaborate  many-hooked  tackles 
which  make  your  "pretty  pink  persuader"  look 
something  like  a  "'sea  porrtypine." 

If  desired,  a  slight  s[)in  can  be  given  to  the  prawn 
by  putting  him  on  a  hook  with  metal  flanges — see 
fig-  2. — Yours  very  faithfully, 

Calais,  Oct,  18.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


POACHING  IN  THE  DURHAM  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sib, — About  two  months  ago  I  wrote  you 
respecting  an  '  illegal  fish  poaching  case"  with  a 
trammel  net,  in  which  the  offenders  were  let  off 
with  10s.  and  costs  and  5s.  and  costs.  We  were 
glad  that  you  commented  strongly  in  one  of  your 
leaders  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  the  Bench  at 
Durham  was  as  weak  as  the  poachers  were  strong. 
Your  kind  remarks  and  our  local  correspondence 
seem  to  have  enlightened  the  Bench.  I  enclose  a 
cutting  of  two  or  three  cases  tried  recently  for 
salmon  snatchiag.  not  near  so  destructive  as  the 
huge  pole  and  net  of  the  last  case,  but  the  fines  or 
alternative  as  you  will  notice  are  such  as  will  tend 
to  stop  the  game.  A  slight  spate  brings  the  big 
fish  up  to  the  foot  of  the  stakes,  and  as  the  same 
runs  off  it  leaves  small  pools  isolated  from  the 
stream,  and  which  are  packed  wilih  sea  or  bull 
trout  up  to  101b.  weight.  Out  of  one  pool,  about 
six  yards  across,  no  less  than  seventy  big  fish  were 
lifted  over  the  stakes  by  the  bailiff  here  in  one 
morning,  and  still  a  few  left,  and  these  few  we 
have  to  thank  for  the  case  brought  under  your 
notice.  There  have  been  thousands  upon  thousands 
from  this  point  to  about  two  miles  below,  and  yet 
with  persistent  fishing  it  is  very  seldom  that  they 
will  give  sport,  except  to  a  few  local  hands  who  spend 
every  night  in  the  week  fishing  for  them  during  the 
season;  one  has  taken  forty,  the  next  only  eighteen, 
and  many  like  myself  who  only  take  perhaps  one 
outing  in  the  week  are  lucky  to  get  five  or  six,  and 
yet  you  can  see  them  in  scores.  We  think  nothing 
can  \)e  blamed  to  the  same  extent  for  it  as  the 
incessant  poaching  to  which  they  have  been  subject, 
and  no  doubt  if  we  can  secure  the  interest  of  the 
Bench  and  stop  the  illegal  game  they  will  in  time 
give  better  sport. — We  remain,  most  respectfully 
yours, 

(Per  pro.  Durham  and  District  A.  A.) 
J.  W.  Deiveb,  Hon.  Sec. 

[The  following  are  the  cases  referred  tD  by  our 
correspondent. — Ed.] 

"Illegally  taking  Salmon. 

"  Salmon  Poaching. — John  Robert  Wilson,  Wool- 
pack  Yard,  Framwellgate,  miner,  was  summoned 
for  illegally  using  a  snatch  to  catch  salmon  in  the 
Wear  on  the  12th  inst.,  and  was  further  summoned 
for  assaulting  the  fish  watcher,  James  Rutherford. 
The  defendant  was  caught  by  Rutherford  catching 
fish  with  asnatch,  and  when  the  latter  went  towards 
hira  he  threw  stones  at  him,  one  of  which  struck 
him  on  the  chest. — Fined  £5  and  costs  or  one  month 
for  using  the  snatch,  and  10s.  and  costs  or  14  days 
for  the  assault.  Defendant  had  been  previously 
convicted  for  salmon  poaching. 

"Fish  /Snatching. — -William  Davison  and  Thomas 
Parkinson  were  charged  with  fish  snatching  on 
September  9  after  previous  convictions  for  similar 
offences.  — ■  Water  -  bailiff  Rutherford  proved  the 
case,  and  said  he  saw  the  defendants  from  the 
Sands.  Davison  told  the  Bench  he  had  been  out  of 
work  14  weeks,  and  had  a  wife  and  family. — The 
magistrates'  clerk  said  the  Bench  were  bound  to 
inflict  the  full  penalty  where  there  had  been  two 
previous  convictions.  There  were  two  previous  con- 
victions against  Davison  and  ono  against  Parkin- 
son.—  Davison  was  fined  50s.,  or  14  days,  and 
Parkinson,  who  did  not  appear,  £5,  or  one  month. 

 Robert  Henry  Parkinson  and  William  Bowe, 

youths,  were  summoned  by  Rutherford  for  using  a 
snatch  on  September  18  near  the  bushes  beside  the 
Sewage  House,  where  the  salmon  lie. — Bowes  was 
fined  2s.  Cd.  and  costs,  or  seven  days,  and  I'arkin- 
son  7s.  6d.  and  costs,  or  seven  days. 

*'  Catching  a  Salmon  with  Trout  Licence. — John 
Armstrong,  senior,  was  charged  in  his  absence  with 
having  fished  without  a  licence,  but  his  wife  said  he 
had  the  trout  licence,  and  had  been  an  angler 
forty-four  years. — Mr.  TurnbuU  said  rather  a 
lenient  view  was  taken  of  this  case  in  making  out 
the  charge.  Really  it  was  snatching,  but  there 
was  a  doubt,  and  as  the  defendant  had  no  right  to 
take  a  salmon  they  charged  him  in  this  way.  The 
son,  who  had  a  salmon  licence,  gaffed  the  salmon 
in  a  pool  of  water  and  killed  it,  but  as  the  father 
hooked  the  fish,  only  having  a  trout  licence,  the 
son  had  no  right  to  do  this,  and  the  defendant 
should  have  put  it  back.  The  old  man  gave  the 
salmon  to  the  son. — The  Bench  dismissed  the  case 
with  a  caution." 


A  FINE  PERCH  FROM  ELS  TREE 
RESERVOIR. 
Deab  Sir, — It  may  interest  your  readers  to  know 
that  on  Oct.  2.3,  at  Aldenham  Reservoir,  Elstree,  I 
landed  a  percli  weighing,  when  caught,  2|lb., 
length,  15Jin.  The  fish  was  taken  when  live  baiting 
for  pike  on  snap  tackle,  using  a  small  perch  for  bait. 
The  above  weight  includes  the  bait.  T  enclose 
signed  statement  of  those  who  witnessed  the  catch, 
— Youra  truly,  J.  Ralph  Ricks. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  NORWAY:  SEASON 
OF  1904. 

Dear  Sir, — Tune  and  .July:  River  ForJe,  up 
Sogne  Fjord. — In  .June  dead  low  from  June  '.i  till 
June  12,  and  only  two  killod  (June  1  und  2),  small 
fish.  On  June  10  a  flood  and  a  week's  rain;  the 
flood  came  on  June  IS;  a  good  lot  of  fish.  On 
June  2,'}  river  getting  lower,  but  rishable  till  June  28. 
On  June  28  another  small  flood;  then  after  three 
days,  down  to  low,  say  by  June  .'50.  Oa  .July  0  a 
shower  or  two,  and  fish  then  begin  to  run,  and 
river  soon  rose.  Fi.sh  are  said  to  run  well  usually 
between  June  and  July.  This  year  they  seemed 
later.  Best  run,  first  week  of  .fane  and  first  week 
of  July.  Sport  continued  during  a  falling  river  till 
about  July  15,  and  continued  till  theend  of  August. 

No  w :  there  is  a  twenty-five  mile  reach  of  fjord,  of 
which,  and  in  the  river  entrance,  there  are  one  and 
a  half  miles  of  brackish  water. 

The  season  was  abnormal.  There  was  no  snow- 
water coming  down,  no  fresh  falls  of  snow  ;  but 
frosts  bound  up  what  was  thero  all  May. 

1900  was  good ;  plenty  of  snow. 

1901  ?  ? 

1902  was  good, 

1903,  average. 

1904,  bad  generally  in  Norway,  but  good  on  the 
Forge. 

Even  the  netsmen  in  the  fjord  and  in  the  salt 
water  were  getting  very  poor  returns  all  throujh 
the  sea3.>n  up  to  end  of  July;  by  that  time  the 
fjord  fishing  is  over.  As  100  is  to  700  may  be 
reckoned  as  1904  was  to  1900  or  1902.  Other 
Norwegian  rivers,  however,  did  not  so  well  as 
Forge.    Reported  by  lessee  to  yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Habvie-Bbown. 


WEIGHT  OF  FISH  FROM  MEASUREMENTS. 

Deab  Sie, — With  regard  to  the  correspondence 
in  your  issue  of  Oct.  22  concerning  the  relation  of 
the  weight  of  a  fish  to  its  measurements,  I  should 
like  to  point  out  that  the  formula  given — 

(length  -1-  length)  x  (girth)-'  , 

  3   

1000 

may  prove  extremely  fallacious.  I  have  recently 
taken  the  measurements  of  two  male  salmon 
which  bear  this  out  very  clearly.  The  fish  was  a 
"springer"  from  the  Hampshire  Avon.  Length, 
46|in.,  girth,  24in.,  which  should  correspond  to  a 
weight  of  3Glb.,  but  it  actually  scaled  39|lb. 

The  second  was  an  autumn  fish  from  the  Tay. 
Length,  49iin.,  girth,  27in.,  weight  45lb.  Accord- 
ing to  the  formula  this  salmon  should  have 
weighed  481b. 

Tne  explanation,  however,  is  fairly  simple,  and  is 
borne  out  by  photographs  of  the  two  fish.  The 
area  enclosed  by  a  given  line  becomes  greater  as 
the  figure  approximates  to  a  circle,  and  therefore 
two  fish  of  tne  same  length  and  girth  may  differ 


GIRTH  —  27  m.  J 

DEPTH  —  /r/ftTl.  y 


widely  in  weight  if  one  is  rather  flat  in  section  and 
the  other  nearly  round.  The  Avon  specimen  was 
remarkably  slender  in  profile,  but  extremely  thick 
in  the  back,  while  the  Tay  fish  was  very  deep,  flat, 
and  "slab-sided." 

I  have  prepared  approximate  sections  of  the  two 
(which  I  enclose),  and  it  will  be  seen  that,  although 
one  is  three  inches  greater  in  circumference,  and 
nearly  two  inches  deeper  than  the  other,  it  is  what 
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Mr.  Chamberlain  ■would  call  a  "sporting  question" 
to  determine  which  contains  the  greater  area. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  G<  Cami-bell, 

[I  have  reproduced  the  outlines  sent  by  Mr. 
Campbell ;  his  two  fish  may  fairly  be  considered  as 
exceptions  which  "  prove  the  rule."  Did  he  try  the 
fish  also  by  Mr.  Sturdy's  scale  '! — that  also  is  for 
average  fish.  By  that  I  see  the  Avon  fish  should 
have  been  about  441b.  and  the  Tay  fish  about  501b. 
—Ed.] 


IMPROVED  MINNOW  NET. 

Dear  Sib, — I  remember  making  some  time  ago 
some  minnow  nets  on  round  rings,  which  collapsed 
like  a  purse  when  raised,  after  the  style  of  our 
whitebait  and  sprat  nets.  I  should  think  they 
would  be  very  efficacious.  They  can  be  lowerpd  to 
the  bottom,  or  worked  at  any  depth.    I  enclose  a 


rough  sketch  of  the  working  of  them.  You  will  see 
that  as  they  are  being  lowered  they  keep  out  flat, 
but  at  your  will  you  can  close  it  up  and  all  your 
fish  are  caught.  We  find  them  very  useful  for  deep 
water,  as  it  is  impossible  for  the  fish  to  escape. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Heaedeb  and  Son. 

195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth. 

WEIGHT  FROM  SIZE  OF  FISH. 

Deab  Sir, — Col.  Ranking's  table  estimating  the 
weight  of  fish  from  measurements  is  very  interesting, 
and  more  so  when  read  in  connection  with  Mr. 
White's  letter  and  your  editorial  comments  in  the 
parallel  column  of  your  i^sue  of  Oct.  22. 

With  regard,  however,  to  pike  I  am  in  consider- 
able doubt  as  to  the  accuracy,  and,  indeed,  as  to 
whether  any  calculation  baaed  on  length  and  the 
girth  in  one  place,  can  b^  relied  upon.  The  girth 
is,  I  take  it,  the  measure  round  the  thickest  part ; 
so  that  a  somewhat  pot-bellied  fish,  which  one 
often  sees  in  a  big  pike,  would  measure  more  than 
a  level,  well- shaped  one.  Therefore,  it  seems  to  me 
that  some  other  measurements  should  be  added. 
Then  comes  the  question  as  to  length.  Is  it  to 
be  from  eye  to  fork  or  extreme  length  ?  I  have 
worked  out  Mr.  White's  fish  according  to  Col. 
Ranking's  table,  and  I  make  it  either  33];^ilb.  as 
eje  to  fork,  or  SOj^'J'jlb.  if  taking  the  extreme  length. 
But  he  states  the  weight  to  be  only  311b.  Again, 
in  order  to  further  test  the  formula,  I  have  worked 
out  four  of  my  own  pike  with  this  result.  The 
measurements  are  inches : — 

Actual 

Eye  to  Works  out.    Extreme  Works  out.  Weijjlit. 

Kork.    Girth.  II).         length.  lb.  lb. 

1.  4:!       24  Sfii^^'V         47       40^'/j  35 

2.  39       20 J        253';»;,'4     ,42       21^'^^^^  27f 

3.  39       23i        32gM;!^       l^S       ST^Wff  33 

4.  33i     21.1        22.xV^V.-      43       29^^  25^- 

Whether  the  extra  "gas"  makes  an  Irish  pike 
heavier  in  proportion  to  size  than  an  English  one, 
S3  you  suggest,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  do  know  they 
ehow  a  good  deal  more  of  it  when  hooked.  I 
recollect  one  in  Cullen  last  May  that  jumped 
"clean"  seven  times  before  being  landed.  Mr. 
Jardino  will  perhaps  think  that  this  is  another 
"Cullen  chestnut."  and  I  can  only  give  him  my 
wonl  for  it.  Anyone  who  has  handled  these  Irish 
fish  of  from  101b.  to  20lb.  will  appreciate  the  won- 
derful sport  they  give.   Pike  heavier  than  201b.  do 


not  seem  to  be  so  lively,  and  they  fight  in  quite  a 
different  fashion,  but  it  is  grand  sport,  particularly 
on  single  gut. — Yours  truly,  S.  S.  Mossop. 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  TEVIOT. 

Dkar  Sib, — I  am  writing  to  ask  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  give  me  information  as  to  grayling 
fishing  in  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Teviotdale 
Fisheries'  Association  ?  I  have  already  written  to 
the  secretary,  and  he  replies  that  there  are  "  a  few 
grayling  in  the  Teviot."  This  seems  not  to  be  the 
experience  of  several  of  your  correspondents  in 
private  parts  of  the  river.  I  am  troul)ling  you  in 
the  matter  because  I  know  that  on  the  Borders  the 
grayling  is  regarded  as  vermin,  or  if  not  that,  at 
any  rate  as  very  small  beer,  and  hence  the  natives 
would  not  trouble  to  fish  for  them  and  learn  their 
haunts.  As  to  quarter.s,  the  more  rural  they  were 
the  better  I  should  be  pleased. — Yours  truly, 

Double  T. 


MAKING  FISHING  RODS. 

Deab  Sib, — One  of  my  hobbies  is  the  making  of 
rods,  and  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  can  rej)ly  to  the  following  ques- 
tions : — 

(a)  Where,  in  London,  can  one  buy  East  India 
mottled  cane,  by  the  dozan  canes,  at  a  reasonable 
price  ? 

(b)  Of  what  cane  are  built  cane-rods  made,  and 
where  can  one  buy  this  cane  ? 

(c)  What  is  the  best  way  .  to  straighten  grsen- 
heart,  bought  in  round  lengths,  before  making  into 
rods  ?  I  find  the  lengths  are  usually  not  straight 
when  bought. 

(d)  How  can  one  straighten  pieces  of  East  India 
mottled  cane  without  cracking  it  ? 

(e)  What  other  cane,  besides  East  India  cane,  is 
suitable  for  rods  ? — Yours  truly, 

Amateub  Rod  Makeb. 


REELS  FOR  SPINNING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  a  letter  signed  "Spinner" 
asking  for  opinions  on  the  best  kind  of  reel  to  be 
used  tor  spinning.  I  have  used  one  of  Allcock's 
"  Aerial  "  reels  for  the  last  twelve  months  or  so,  and 
can  only  say  that  I  consider  it  far  superior  to  any 
other.  I  won  three  prizes — one  for  accuracy,  and 
two  for  distance — at  the  last  Crystal  Palace  Exhi- 
bition upon  this  reel,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  I  was  severely  handicapped  by  only  having  a 
short  rod  against  men  using  much  longer. 

The  reel  1  used  was  made  some  years  ago.  Since 
then  Allcock's  have  greatly  improved  the  pattern, 
and  now  make  it  with  aluminium  back,  and  also 
entirely  of  aluminium.  I  noticed  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  last  November  that  a  gentleman  killed  a 
581b.  salmon  on  one  of  Allcock's  reels,  therefore  the 
strength  is  fully  proved. — Yours  truly, 

Oakly-road,  Redditch.  James  Hopkins. 


THE  CUMBERL.4ND  DERWENT. 

De.\r  Sir, — I  hear  from  a  correspondent  at 
Workington  that  a  club  has  been  formed  for  the 
lower  water,  taking  in  all  between  Broughton 
Bridge  and  Marron  Foot ;  no  visitors'  tickets,  hut 
an  occasional  day  to  merobers'  friends  at  lOs.  But 
there  is  plenty  of  good  water  between  Broughton 
Bridge  and  Cockermouth,  available  on  very 
moderate  weekly  terms. 

I  have  been  on  the  Lower  Tweed  since  Oct.  21  ; 
water  very  low  and  clear,  and  fish  hardly  taking 
anything.  However,  I  have  killed  two  salmon, 
23ilb.  and  201b.,  and  a  grilse,  61b.,  all  on  fly,  of 
course.— Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Tweedside,  Oct.  25. 


MANCHESTER  COTTON  FISHING  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — We  were  wholesale  agents  for  these 
lines,  but  not  being  able  to  obtain  a  supply,  we  are 
now  making  cotton  fishing  lines,  which  we  can 
supply  to  any  of  our  customers. — Yours  truly, 

S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd, 

[Are  they  dressed  in  the  same  dressing  ? — Ed.] 

THE  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  balance-sheet  published  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  15  1  see  the  extra  cost  of 
one  silver  cup  is  put  at  3s.  Where  can  I  get  silver 
cups  at  3s.  ?— Yours  truly,  Collectoe. 

[It  should  have  been  extra  cost  on  one  silver  cup 
— i  think  the  note  explained  it.  Mr.  Mills  preferred 
a  cup  instead  of  cash  (£3),  and  the  cup  and  engrav- 
ing cost  £3  3s. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  vour  i«sue  of  Oct.  15  that 
a  gentlemnn  is  making;  inquiries  as  to  the  ol  se 
season  for  North  Wales  fishing.  It  he  will  write 
me  and  state  what  districts  he  requires  information 


about,  perhaps  I  can  help  him.    In  the  meantic 
he  could  get  information  from  the  annual  repor 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheria 
(published  by  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode,  price  8d.). 
Yours  truly,    R.  Pughe  Gbiffiths 
(Clerk  to  the  Seiont  Gwyrfai  and  District  FisheryJ 

Board).. 
31,  Bangor -street,  Carnarvon. 

[Will  Mr.  Griffiths  kindly  say  if  there  is  reallj 
good  pike  fishing  to  be  had  in  his  district  ? — Ed.] 


WICKER  OR  OSIER  EEL  TRAPS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  enclose  a  sketch  of  wicker  eel  traps 
that  we  make  in  largo  quantities ;  they  have  an 
entrance  at  each  end  like  a  rat  trap,  and  a  door  at 
the  bottom  to  take  out  the  fish.  We  have  also 
made  those  that  you  mention  liko  a  huge  bottle 
with  a  bell  mouth.  We  could  make  any  style  to 
order. — Yours  truly,  William  Heabdeb. 

Plymouth. 


OSIER  EEL  TRAPS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  think  if  you  write  to  Wag  Hone— 
or  "  Otter  Hone,"  fisherman,  Staines,  Middlesex, 
will  find  him — you  will  get  eel  traps  from  him.  He 
used  to  make  them,  and  well,  too. — Yours  truly, 

Barnstaple.  Jack  Wilson. 


OSIER  EEL  TRAPS. 

Dear  Sie, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  in  last 
week's  Fishing  Gazette  re  wicker  eel  traps,  the  same 
can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Iremonger,  basket-maker, 
of  Romsey,  Hants,  who  usually  has. several  sizes  in 
stock. — Yours  truly,  W.  F.  Drake. 


OSIER  EEL  TRAPS. 

Dear  Sib. — Having  seen  your  request  in  last 
week's  issue,  we  have  great  pleasure  in  iaforming 
you  we  are  large  makers  of  the  traps  you  request  — 
Yours  truly,  H.  Knight. 

145,  Queen's-road,  Caversham, 
Oxon, 


OSIER  EEL  TRAPS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  shall  be  pleased  to  supply  osier 
eel  traps ;  can  send  you  one  as  a  sample  if  you 
wish  it. — Yours  truly,  Cecil  Howlett. 

Eton. 

[I  wanted  the  information  for  correspondents 
who  have  asked  where  they  could  get  osier  eel 
traps. — Ed.] 

A  MEAT  HOOK  IN  A  PIKE. 

Deab  Sib, — Thinking  this  might  intarest  som?  of 
your  numerous  readers,  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of 
sending  particulars  of  an  experience  I  had  on 
Oct.  17.  Upon  opening  a  pike  of  151b.,  caught  by 
a  gentleman  near  Braintree,  Essex,  I  found  some- 
thing unusually  hard  in  the  pouch,  and  imagine 
my  surprise  when  I  found  an  ordinary  tinned  meat 
hook,  3in.  long,  and  made  of  wire  xjin.  in  thickness. 


I  am  sanding  this  on  for  your  inspection.  I  hava 
taken  all  kinds  of  small  animals,  birds,  stones,  and 
shells  out  of  pike,  but  never  found  meat  hooks 
before.  Will  you  please  return  the  hook  at  jour 
earliest  convenience,  and  attach  enclosed  label  to 
same.  Apol'  ginng  for  taking  up  your  valuable 
time —Yours  truly,  W.  F.  Homee. 

[I  have  given  an  outline  the  ex  ct  size  of  the, 
butcher  s  hook  Mr.  Uom^-r  sends.  The  question  iSi 
what  became  of  the  butcher  ? — Ed.] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THB  EDITOR- 


Important  to  Norwegian  Salmon  Anglers. 
It  13  to  be  hoped  that  the  British  and  Irish 
salmon  anglers  who  are  interested  in  salmon  angUng 
in  Norway  will  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  their 
interests  are  very  seriously  threatened  by  the 
proposed  alterations  in  the  salmon  laws  of  that 
country.  How  serious  the  matter  is  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  copy  of  a  circular  letter  which 
is  being  sent  out  by  Sir.  A.  Venables-Kyrke,  the 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's 
Association.  This  circular  and  Mr.  Edward 
Sturdy's  letter  will,  I  hope,  make  it  clear  that 
the  situation  seems  very  serious.  Mr.  Sturdy's 
advice  that  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  foreigners  to 
influence  Norwegian  internal  legislation  would  be 
most  unwise  will  commend  itself  to  everybody  who 
gives  the  matter  a  moment's  thought.  It  is,  of 
course,  very  difficult  to  understand  why  Norwegians 
should  advocate  legislation  which,  according  to  the 
best  judges,  will  inevitably  tend  to  ruin  their 
salmon  fisheries.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  looks  Hke 
a  case  of  the  theories  of  the  scientists  being 
responsible.  One  cannot  imagine  that  it  is  a 
deliberate  attempt  to  get  rid  of  foreign  holders  of 
fishing  rights  by  making  them  valueless  for  a  time ; 
that  would  look  like  Norway  spiting  her  nose  to 
[^please  her  face.  We  have  had  such  dire  experience 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  the  destruction  of 
■almon  fisheries  by  over-netting  that  there  cannot 
[be  room  for  two  opinions  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
proposed  alterations  in  Norwegian  law  referred  to 
Mr,  Sturdy. 

Here  is  Mr.  Kyrke's  circular  letter : — 
!*Anglo-Nobwegian  Fishermen's  Association, 
Chard,  Somersetj    Oct.  28. 
hDear  Sib, — There  is  little  doubt  that  if  the 
Iproposed  alterations  in  the  salmon  laws  pass  the 
[storthing,  they  will  lead  toi  the  extermination  of 
[Salmon  in  Norwayj 

"No  leases  or  renewal  of  leases  of  water  in 
iKorway  should  now  be  taken  unless  with  the  power 
Ifor  the  hmee,  to  determine  them  at  any  time, — 
f^Yours  faithfully, 

i'  A,  Vbnables-Kyeke,  Hon^  Sec,'.; 


With  reference  to  this,  Mr.  Sturdy  writes : — 
s'The  Proposed  New  Salmon  Law  in  Nobway^ 

"  Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — You  would  be  rendering 
a  service  to  Norwegian  anglers  if  you  would 
publish  the  circular  just  issued  to  the  members  of 
the  Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association, 
copy  of  which  is  enclosed  herewith. 

"I  am  writing  away  from  my  papers,  and  cannot 
give  the  exact  wording  of  the  new  clauses  of  the 
bill  proposed  by  the  Government,  but  among  them 
are  the  following,  which  I  have  in  mind  as  being 
especially  destructive : — 

"  Annual  close  time  in  the  sea  and  fjords  to  be 
abolished,  and  netting  therein  to  be  free  all  the 
year  round  subject  only  to  the  weekly  close  time. 
A  weekly  close  time  of  three  days,  as  at  present, 
but  with  power  to  the  authorities  to  reduce  this 
without  restriction. 

*'  No  limit  to  the  smallness  of  mesh  in  the  case 
of  drag  and  gill  nets,  that  is,  of  seines,  and  of 
those  of  the  herring  net  type. 

"These  proposals  will  come  as  a  shock  to  those 
who  have  been  led  to  expect  that  the  new  law 
would  aim  at  restricting  the  present  excessive 
netting;  To  me  they  are  not  even  a  surprise.  I 
have  long  foreseen,  and  more  than  once  written, 
that  the  fishery  laws  would  be  worse  before  they 
were  better,  and  that  nothing  but  the  experience 
that  the  stock  of  fish  had  been  reduced  till  the 
catch  did  not  pay  the  labour,  would  bring  about 
protective  legislation. 

"Some,  at  least,  of  the  Fishery  Boards  in  the 
country  realise  the  threatened  danger  to  the  rivers. 
In  Vos,  my  own  district,  the  chairman,  who  and 
whose  relatives  are  river  owners^  has  issued  a 
circular  to  other  Fishery  Boards,  recommending 
joint  action  to  get  modified  or  negative  the  most 
harmful  of  the  clauses. 

"It  has  been  suggested  that  representation  of 
the  evils  certain  to  ensue  from  the  adoption  of 
these  retrograde  clauses,  should  be  made  by  English 
sportsmen  to  the  Storthing,  but  this  course  would, 
in  my  opinion,  do  nothing  but  harm.  Our  inter- 
ference in  the  domestic  legislation  of  a  foreign 
country  would  be  in  bad  taste,  would  surely  be 
resented,  and  would  enable  the  netsmen  to  evade 
the  great  question  of  what  is  best  for  the  whole 
salmon  fishing  industry,  and  to  make  the  point  a 
struggle  of  the  poor  native  fishermen  with  the 
rich  foreigner.  If  they  can  make  this  the  question 
the  result  cannot  be  doubted,  for  in  Norway,  as  in 
every  other  >  country  but  England,  nothing  gets  so 
much  appreciation  of  a  measure  as  does  the 
expectation  that  it  will  benefit  its  own  country- 
men. It  will  be  necessary  to  wait  long  before  you 
find  in  Norway  a  statesman  declaring  it,  as  a 
special  recommendation  to  a  measure  or  a  tax, 
that  it  will  not  benefit  his  countrymen  engaged  in 
the  business. 

"The  course  advised  in  Mr.  Venables-Kyrke's 
circular  is  infinitely  preferable.  It  shows  the 
opinion  held  here  of  the  projected  clauses,  and 
does  so  without  exciting  opposition  by  arguing. 
It  is  good  besides  on  its  own  merits,  as  its  adoption 
would  give  the  river  owners  a  constant  interest  in 
the  stock  of  fish  being  maintained.  Moreover,  it 
was  long  the  invariable  system,  and  has  only  lately 
been  departed  from.  I  myself,  with  well  over  a 
score  of  river  holdings,  can  give  notice  to-morrow 
to  determine  every  one  of  them,  and  doubt  not 
most  of  the  other  old  hands  are  in  the  same 
position. — Yours  sincerely, 

"Edward  Stubdy," 


To  an  Unknown  Angler. 
If  the  angler  who  borrowed  a  fusee  from  me  for 
another  angler  who  was  fishing  near  me  on  Oct.  8 
will  send  me  his  name  and  address,  I  shall  be  able 
to  give  him  some  information  which  may  be  of 
value  to  him^ 


Kuropatkin  is  an  Angler. 

Not  yet  fifty-seven,  Alexei  Nikolaievitch  Kuro- 
patkin has  been  for  thirty  years  attached  to  the 
General  Staff  of  the  Russian  Army.  At  thirty-four 
he  was  a  major-general,  at  fifty  Minister  of  War. 
And  the  extraordinary  thing  about  him  is  that 
while  he  is  a  fighting  man  to  the  finger-tips,  and 
the  victorious  leader  of  a  hundred  battles,  in  private 
life  he  is  one  of  the  gentlest  as  well  as  the  most 
sincere  of  men ;  and  his  greatest  joy  in  times  of 
peace  is  to  go  fishing. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Kuroki  and  other 
Japanese  generals  are  also  anglers^ 


Trout  Fishing  in  Ceylon. 
If  one  of  our  subscribers  in  Geylon  would  send  a 
little  account  of  the  position  of  trout  fishing  out 
there  I  should  be  much  obliged  ^  From  the  Ceylon 
Observer,  which  one  of  them  kindly  sends  me,  I  see 
that  the  three  great  enemies  of  trout  in  Gteylon 
are  said  to  be  otters,  kingfishers,  and  big  trout ; 
the  latter  are  described  as  over  r)lb.  in  weight; 
lazy,  no  good  for  spawning,  and  cannibals.  It 
certainly  looks  as  if  Geylon  suited  trout.  Garp  are 
being  tried.  I  hope  the  result  will  not  bo  that 
they  increase  so  as  to  leave  room  for  nothing  else, 
and  convert  the  rivers  into  muddy  creeks ;  this  ia 
what  they  have  done  in  the  warmer  parts  of  North 
America,  where  they  are  now  considered  pests, 

"  Makes  the  Bait  work  towards  the  Surface." 

From  that  interesting  American  monthly,  the 
National  Sportsman  I  have  copied  an  illustration 
of  a  novel  spinner  sold  by  H!.  R.  Stewart  &  Co., 
938,  First  National  Bank-street,  Chicago.  The 
"  Pilot "  is  made  of  aluminium  in  two  sizes,  and  the 
following  is  what  the  makers  claim  for  it: — 


'-i  A  guide  to  b^  attached  in  front  of  all  kinds 
of  moving  bait,  live  or  artificial.  The  fins 
do  the  work,  causing  it  to  always  work  towards 
surface,  carrying  bait  over  weeds  and  snags  ;  or  to 
dive  into  deep  water  by  reversing  it  end  for  end. 
Will  keep  bait  on  surface  at  end  of  300ft.  of  line. 
Absolutely  prevents  twisting  of  line;  Never  fails; 
Made  of  aluminium,  in  two  sizes.  No.  1,  size  of  cut ; 
No.  2,  Jin.  longer.-' 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  axis  of  the  spinner  is  not 
the  same  as  the  axis  of  the  line,  and,  if  it  does  what 
is  claimed  for  it,  it  would  be  useful  in  spinning  a  bait 
in  weedy  water  where  you  have  to  keep  the  bait 
near  the  surface.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  spirmer, 
and  others  made  on  the  same  principle,  would 
allow  of  slow  spinning  in  shallow  water — in  deep 
water  one  could  always  sink  it  after  drawing  for  a 
certain  distance; 


How  to  Bait  a  Hook  with  Gentles. 
One  himdred  and  seventy-seven  years  ago  a 
little  book  was  pubUshed  by  A.  Bettesworth  at  the 
Red-Lyon,  in  Pater-Noster-Row,  entitled,  "The 
Gentleman  Angler,  containing  Short,  Plain,  and 
Easy  Instructions  in  the  Art  of  Angling."-  There 
are  many  useful  tips  in  it.  One  which  anglers  who 
use  gentles  should  remember  is  that  the  hook 
should  be  really  sharp,  and  the  point  inserted  at 
the  second  joint  above  the  tail — that  is.  the  thick 
end — and  passed  under  the  skin  only  "as  gently 
and  as  close  to  it  as  possible. '-^  He  adds,  "If  you 
run  it  in  too  deep,  the  substance  of  the  gentle  will 
come  out,  and  then  it  is  good  for  nothing.'J 

Angling  with  Rod  in  the  Sea  nearly  Two 
Hundred  Years  Ago, 

The  little  book  mentioned  in  the  previous  note 
contains  an  appendix  of  much  more  original 
matter,  entitled,  "The  Methods  of  Rock  Fishing 
and  Sea  Fishing ;  the  baits  that  are  used,  and  the 
several  sorts  of  fish  that  are  taken  by  sportsmen 
that  way,''  etc.,  etc.  The  author  says  that  this 
diversion  is  "practised  chiefly  in  the  south  and 
south-west  parts  of  England  and  in  some  places  in 
Ireland,"  and  that  "in  this  last-mentioned  coimtry 
the  rocks  of  Dunlery,  which  are  eight  or  ten  miles 
in  length,  and  the  nearest  part  about  five  miles 
eastward  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  are  remarkable  for 
this  way  of  fiishing,  and  you  are  sure  of  meeting 
variety  of  company."  After  describing  the  various 
baits  used,  of  which  the'  best,  he  says,  is  the 
''hairy  worm'!  (evidently  the  ragworm),  "so 
universally  beloved  by  all  the  fish  that  you  need 
use  no  other,'-'  he  says  you  want  a  strong  rod, 
jointed,  with  strong  line,  reel,  and  landing-net  or 
gaff  (landLng-hook).  For  boat  fishing  he  considers 
a  rod  altogether  useless.  For  whiting  he  recom- 
mends a  paternoster  with  half-a-dozen  hooks,  each 
half  a  yard  distant  from  the  other,  and  baited  with 
hairy  worms^  He  adds  he  has  '!  been  in  company 
with  some  gentlemen  at  this  diversion,  when 
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counting  the  number  we  have  taken  in  an  after- 
noon, mine  amounted  to  twenty -four  dozen. 
This,'-  he  says,  "may  perhaps  seem  incredible  to 
some,  but  they  Avho  are  acquainted  with  this 
method  of  fishing  can  affirm  the  probability  of 
what  I  have  asserted,  for  I  have  known  much 
larger  numbers  taken  in  the  same  space  of  time." 
For  rock  fishing  he  says,  if  the  tide  serves,  morning 
and  evening  are  the  best  times,  and  the  best  sport 
is  got  "  when  the  tide  is  half  spent  to  within  two 
hours  of  high  water.". 

Old  Hints  on  Roach  and  Dace  Fishing —"  Mad " 
Bleak. 

This  old  writer  recommends  a  17ft.  light  cane 
rod  with  a  whalebone  tip  for  roach  and  dace 
fishing  in  ponds  or  slow  rivers,  with  a  quill  float 
with  red  top  and  single  hair  line ;  for  baits,  gentles, 
red  and  white  paste,  and  boiled  malt.  Judging 
from  the  tackle  he  used,  and  the  directions  he 
gives,  I  think  that  if  he  turned  up  at  a  modern 
roach  fishing  competition  on  the  Lea  or  Colnc  he 
would  not  be  out  of  it  at  weighing  in  time.  What 
do  some  of  our  keen  roach  anglers  say?  Our 
ancestors  seem  to  have  taken  a  lot  more  trouble  in 
the  preparation  of  their  ground-baits  and  baits 
than  many  modern  anglers  do.  In  Thames  fishing 
for  roach  and  dace  he  recommends  a  ground-bait 
made  of  bran  and  a  crust  of  white  breEid  soaked 
and  worked  up  into  round  balls,  with  little  stones 
in  the  middle  to  sink  them  quickly.  You  are  to 
fish  over  your  ground-bait,  and  "  take  your  swim 
as  long  as  your  rod  and  line  will  permit,  and  always 
remember  not  to  let  it  swim  too  far,  and  when  you 
draw  it  up  give  a  little  jerk:  when  your  float  sinks 
then  strike,  and  be  not  too  eager  to  take  your  fish 
out  of  the  water."-  He  adds,  "  A  dace  fresh  taken, 
and  scotched,  and  broiled,  eats  sweeter,  and  is 
more  palatable  than  a  fresh  herring.  Dace  seldom 
exceed  ten  inches  in  length."-  He  notes  that 
Thames  bleak  "soon  run  mad,  occasioned  by  a 
worm  which  breeds  in  their  heads;  it  is  a  flat, 
jointed  worm,  and  sometimes  so  long  that  should  I 
mention  what  I  have  seen  I  should  scarce  meet 
with  credit." 

It  seems  to  me  that  bleak  are  not  so  plentiful  in 
our  rivers,  including  the  Thames,  as  formerly.  As 
a  youngster  I  used  to  get  fine  fellows  in  the  New 
River  with  a  fly. 

Use  of  Elastic  Cord  on  Fishing  Line. 

My  old  friend  the  late  Dr.  John  Brunton  was 
one  of  the  keenest  anglers  I  ever  met,  and  I  have 
met  a  "  good  few."-  He  was  great  in  expedients 
for  getting  out  of  difficulties  in  angling.  A  favourite 
expiession  of  his  was,  "  Many  a  time  have  I  seen 
myself,"  and  then  he  went  on  to  describe  some 
predicament  or  other,  and  how  he  got  out  of  it. 
It  must  have  been  in  the  early  eighties  that  he 
gave  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  description  of  a  great 
take  of  grayling  he  had  one  day  in  the  Itchen, 
fishing,  I  think,  with  his  friend  the  late  Dr. 
Ramskill.  I  have  not  come  across  the  account 
since,  but  I  know  he  mentioned  in  it  that  the 
grayling  having  a  tender  mouth  he  found  it  a  good 
jilan  to  have  a  few  inches  of  elastic,  such  as  is  used 
for  hat-guards,  looped  between  the  reel  hne  and 
the  gut  line.  I  was  reminded  of  this  the  other  day 
when  roach  fishing  with  a  friend.-  I  was  using  his 
18ft.  roach  pole  and  tight  line,  and  he  said,  "Have 
you  ever  tried  using  a  bit  of  elastic  at  the  end  of 
the  rod,  between  the  ring  and  the  gut  ? — it  makes  it 
much  more  difficult  for  a  fish  to  break  you 
supposing  you  hook  a  good  chub  or  other  big  fish 
when  roach  fishing."  I  think  some  other  anglers 
who  use  a  tight  line  and  stiff  rod  may  like  to  try 
this  dodge ;  the  best  plan  would  be  to  have  a  loop 
at  each  end  of  the  bit  of  elastic. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


GOOD  GUT. 

Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.  have  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Mr.  George  Banks,  of  32,  Crown- 
street,  Newcastle  : — 

"  Gentlemen, — I  thought  perhaps  you  would  be 
interested  to  know  tliat  during  my  stay  North  I 
put  your  Hercules  trout  casts  to  a  vcrys(;vere  test. 
It  mu.st  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  that  I  killed 
891  trout  and  five  salmon  on  Hercules  trout  casts, 
and  not  in  a  single  ease  had  I  a  breakage.  My 
heaviest  fish  weighed  Kijlb.  I  certainly  think  your 
casts  are  irreproachable." 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


"SUPER  FLUMINA."* 

jSuper  fliimina  Babi/lonis,  illic  sedimus  el  flevimiis  : 
dim  remrdaremur  tui  Sion. 

It  must  have  been  by  the  waters  of  the  Modem 
Babylon  that  this  "Coarse  Fisherman"  sat  and  wept 
and  fished  and  wrote  his  angling  observations.  But 
why  docs  he  call  him.ielf  a  coarse  fisherman  ?  Why 
perpetuate  that  unworthy  designation  by  accepting 
it  as  a  fitting  description  of  himself  and  his  art  ? 
"  Ho  is  no  philosopher  who  aims  only  at  salmon," 
he  says  ;  and  he  might  have  added,  "  Neither  is  he 
a  coarse  fisherman  who  fishes  finely  for  other  fish." 
"A.  C.  F.'s"  book  is  a  quaint  mixture  of  fishy  philo- 
sophy, classical  citation,  and  simple  sport.  The 
titles  of  the  chapters  run  : — I.  For  the  Defence, 
My  Lud !  II.  Forefathers.  III.  Roaching.  IV. 
Prophecy  and  Research.  V.  Outfits.  VI.  In  Dis- 
praise of  the  Latins.  VIT.  A  Charge  of  Pike.  VIII. 
The  Dashing  Dace.  IX.  Perches  and  Plants.  X. 
Angling  Authors.  XI.  The  Chub  and  Melancholy. 
XII.  The  Close  Season. 

Angling  needs  no  defence,  and  is  therefore  super- 
fluous in  "  Super  Flumina  "  ;  and  our  author  is 
ha{)pier  in  looking  for  fishers  among  our  forefathers. 
Not  that  much  sport  is  to  be  got  by  wading  back  to 
Job,  and  gaffing  out  authors  here  and  there  who 
have  mentioned  fish  and  fishing,  but  whos(!  connec- 
tion with  angling  is  as  remote  as  the  times  they  lived 
in.  Dr.  Badham  may  be  said  to  have  fished  out  the 
rivers  and  lakes  of  antiquity.  "  A.  C.  F."  is  sar- 
castic about  angling  ^Titers  of  to-day.  "  But  now," 
he  says,  "  angling  has  falhrn  from  its  music  of  letters. 
Those  who  write  about  it  do  so  in  the  jolting  prose 
of  the  twopenny  'bus.  They  are  but  tackle-makers' 
hacks  disguised  as  writers.  They  scrawl  for  those 
who  want  not  to  angle,  but  to  slay,  and  who  prefer 
straight  tips  and  lucid  hints,  in  boldest,  coarsest 
terms,  above  the  delicate  flavours  of  '  pra'seworthy 
skill  and  work.' "  An  affectation  of  superiority, 
coupled  with  pedantic  antics,  will  be  the  verdict 
of  some  readers  of  this  book.  "  The  greatest  pathf)S 
about  our  poor  friends  is  that  they  have  fallen  out  of 
favour  with  the  Muses.  Why  ?  Because  angling  as 
practised  in  England  is  a  purse-proud,  selfish  thing, 
which  can  inspire  no  poetry  until  it  becomes  simple, 
personal,  and  laborious,  until  men  discover  their 
own  lures  and  make  their  own  flies,  and  fish  with 
their  own  brains."  Some  of  our  "  poor  friends  " 
might  fairly  retort  that  aCoai-sc  Fisher's  basket  must 
suffer  from  lack  of  bait.  Why,  they  will  say,  he 
does  not  even  believe  in  his  own  brains,  for  in  the 
next  chapter,  when  he  goes  roaching,  he  says : — 
"  Of  course,  we  naturally  read  up  our  authorities  " 
for  straight  tips  and  lucid  hints.  "  For  some  days 
before  the  solemn  festival  we  collected  baits.  Gentles 
and  insects  of  any  sort  were  not  to  be  had :  but  I 
laid  in  a  stock  of  boiled  malt,  macaroni  (boiled 
with  a  little  sugar,  and  some  dried  flies,  which  are 
sold  for  cage-birds),  and  blood.  The  blood  was 
very  messy.  I  dabbled  in  it."-  After  much  dabbling 
this  "  coarse  fisher,''  who  is  not  so  badly  self-styled 
after  all,  got  it  into  "  a  gruesome  state  resembling 
flaccid  liver."  His  cousin  Hilda  suggested  egg  paste 
and  ants'  eggs,  and  Dr.  Luke  brought  some  of  his 
famous  arrowroot  biscuit  paste  :  they  also  used 
hot  slack-roll,  pearly  barley,  sago,  semolina,  and 
other  things  unheard  of  by  the  purse-proud,  selfish 
anglers  of  this  generation.  After  observing  that 
"  both  thermometer  and  barometer  rose  during 
breakfast,  also  our  spirits,"  they  at  last  reached 
the  pool  and  fished,  not  as  fish  slayers  of  course,  but 
practically  with  a  whole  array  of  rods  set  along  the 
bank,  each  with  its  different  bait  like  a  set  of 
trimmers.  Finding  their  blood  and  brains  no  use. 
Dr.  Luke  tried  a  new  bait — a  medium-sized  lob. 
But  a  Coarse  Fisher  would  not  condescend  to  this, 
but  "  watched  the  recreant  pull  out  perch  after 
perch  until  science  (and  brains)  were  fairly  loath- 
some to  me."  Then  he,  too,  "  slipped  worm  after 
worm  upon  the  lines,"  and  the  long  array  of  hitherto 
motionless  lances  began  to  twitch.  They  had  so 
many  rods  it  was  impossible  to  attend  to  them  pro- 
perly, "  but  still  small  perches  came  kicking  up  into 
the  wind  "  ;  and  so  it  went  on  until  they  "  shambled 
off  to  tea,  wet,  muddy,  but  radiant,  with  a  fine  bag 
of  fish,  and  not  a  single  roach  among  them — yes, 
there  was  one,  but  he  was  caught  on  a  brandling." 

And  then  this  slayer  of  a  fine  bag  of  small  perches 
on  trimmers  asks,  "Why  should  wind  scare  roaches  ? " 
and  solemnly  says  the  reason  "  they  hate  wind  is 
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j)artly  the  noise  of  it,  for  any  shaking  noise  will 
seart!  tliem.  You  may  shout  or  sing  on  the  bank, 
but  you  must  not  danc(!.  A  gun  lired  a  hundred 
yards  away,  a  waggon  rumbling,  a  chased  bullock  or 
a  cantering  liorse  will  chok(!  off  th(5ir  most  courageous 
attacks  for  half-an-hour  at  a  time.  The  boom  of 
the  wind  and  the  quiver  of  tlie  ground,  as  the  trees 
sway  and  rock,  is  una|)|ietising  to  roac  hes.  But  it  is 
not  only  tiu^  rattle  of  tlu^  elements  and  the  lap  of 
th<>  watcTS  l)eating  upon  the  bank  that  scares  them. 
It  is  still  moic,  the  quick  play  of  light  and  shade 
wiiich  is  caused  l)y  the  waves.  In  that  dim  world  of 
theirs  a  darting  shadow  suggests  pike,  otters,  divers, 
or  herons.  Every  tremulous  tuft  may  be  a  cor- 
morant. There  is  no  distinguishing  between  a  bush 
and  a  bear  for  them."  No  wonder  ho  adds  that, 
"  Really,  considering  their  defenceless  condition  and 
their  many  enemies,  it  is  a  wonder  that  roach  feed  as 
often  as  they  do,  which  seems  to  be  about  once  a 
week."  If  our  "  poor  friend  "  only  knew  it,  what 
.scares  "  roaches  "  far  more  than  any  of  these  things 
in  using  brains  for  bait ;  they  draw  the  line  at  that, 
or,  rather,  they  do  not  draw  it. 

On  the  whole  our  author  is  more  successful  when 
helping  Cleoj)atra  to  catch  Anthony  again  with  that 
stale  herring,  or  telling  other  ancient  fish  stories, 
than  in  diseovering  new  baits  and  methods  and 
reasons  for  roaches  not  biting.  It  is  a  little  amusing 
to  find  one  who  mocks  at  the  modem  angler,  and 
writes  "  In  Dispraise  of  the  Latins,"  should  have  to 
thank  Professor  D'Arcy  Thompson  for  pointing  out 
to  him  that  well-worn  story  of  ^Elian's  about  the 
Macedonians  fishing  in  the  Astreus  with  an  artificial 
fly  made  to  imitate  the  hippurus,  which  he  relates 
again,  as  also  Oppian's  fishy  story  about  the 
Sargo.  In  one  place  we  read,  "  One  smells  neither 
the  oil  nor  the  vaseline."  The  reader  of  this  book 
will  "  smell  oil,"  and  will  wonder  at  an  angler  who 
sre?rs  at  modern  anglers  as  "  slaj-ers  "  recording 
gleefully  his  own  bursting  baskets  and  "throttling 
weights  i  of  fish  taken.  The  book  is  clever  and 
amusing — too  clever  by  half — and  the  amusement 
will  be  as  often  as  not  at  the  author's  expense. 

Some  of  the  verse  included  in  the  book  is  not 
bad ;  but  it  is  surely  a  mistake  to  introduce 
religious  and  educational  polemics  into  what  is 
described  as  "  The  Angling  Observations  of  a  Coarse 
Fisherman."  Mr.  Lane  has  given  the  work  a  very 
attractive  appearance. 


GREEN  DRAKE  AND  ALDER. 
A  WURSTPHALIAN  EXPERIENCE." 

The  May  Fly  had  been  on  for  some  eight  days 
when  on  June  2  we  put  up  our  rods  on  the  lowest 
length  of  the  Erlaubnitz,  which  we  were  privileged 
to  fish.  Overnight  there  had  been  a  good  splash  of 
rain,  but  it  had  as  yet  given  no  push  or  colour  to 
the  clear  blue  waters  of  the  stream,  and  one  could 
see  every  swaying  weed  upon  the  bottom.  By  the 
rustic  bridge,  at  the  bottom  of  the  beat,  we  waited 
for  the  first  rise  to  give  us  a  signal.  Ten  o'clock 
went  by,  and  the  half-hour  chimed  from  the  steeple 
in  the  little  dorf  below,  and  yet  we  saw  no  sign  of 
moving  fish.  Such  little  wind  as  there  was  blew 
down  stream  with  a  cold  bite  in  it,  and  there  was  a 
threat  of  rain  in  the  air,  a  threat  amply  redeemed 
before  noon  chimed  from  the  church  tower.  We 
were  both  of  us  keen  to  begin,  and  we  determined 
to  wait  no  longer,  but  to  put  up  the  one  a  May  Fly 
and  the  other  an  Alder,  and  to  fish  the  likely  spots 
on  chance  of  finding  a  waiting  trout  or  so  at  home. 
Green  Drake  led  off  with  a  float  down  the  V  of  the 
stream,  where  the  pool  gathered  into  a  neck  above 
the  bridge,  and  at  the  second  or  third  offer  a  small 
trout  tumbled  over  and  dro^vTied  the  fly  without 
taking  it.  In  a  nice  holding  run,  under  our  own 
bank,  a  pounder  splashed  at  the  same  fly,  and  did 
not  take  hold.  Under  the  opposite  bank,  just  at  the 
end  of  a  long  cast,  was  a  nice  run,  which  in  past 
seasons  had  always  been  good  for  a  fish  or  two. 
Green  Drake  fished  it  carefully  without  an  offer. 
Alder,  following  him  up  the  same  run,  was  the  first 
to  score,  and  in  the  first  20  yards  coaxed  three  tidy 
trout  of  from  lib.  to  I'lb.  to  fasten  and  cross  the 
water  to  the  landing-net.  Time  drew  on,  and  yet 
the  May  Fly  delayed  its  coming.  Not  so  the  rain, 
for  between  11  and  11.30  it  came  down  hissing,  and 
for  half-an-hour  made  fishing  none  too  conifortal  le 
and  the  May  Fly  difficult  to  keep  afloat.  Alder 
frankly  fished  wet,  and  commended  itself  to  three  or 
four  more  nice  trout  ere  Green  Drake  took  hold  for 
the  first  time,  shortly  before  noon.    That,  with  the 
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cessation  of  the  rain,  was  the  signal  for  the 
appearance  of  the  first  of  the  big  Ephemerides,  and 
the  occasion  of  the  marking  down  of  the  bonny  trout, 
which  detained  him  ere  he  had  skidded  many  feet. 
From  this  point  for  awhile  Green  Drake  and  Alder 
began  to  fish  more  on  a  level  as  regards  results. 
Then,  as  the  thin  scattering  rise  went  on,  the  former 
began  to  make  up  arrears,  and  Alder  realised  it  was 
time  to  change  to  the  May  Fly,  and  mounted  one 
of  Hammond's  old  chenille -bodied  champions.  The 
fish  rose  cautiously,  and  often  slapped  at  the  fly, 
until  Alder  changed  to  a  big  staring  yellow-winged 
pattern — a  monstrosity — and  then  for  an  hour  or 
more  they  took  like  tigers.  The  boys  in  attendance 
were  busy  running  back  with  the  live  trout  to  the 
drum  nets,  which  kept  them  live  prisoners  till  Black 
Maria  came  for  them  in  the  evening.  So  busy  were 
the  anglers  that  it  was  half-past  two  ere  they  became 
aware  that  they  had  had  no  luncli.  and  sat  down  to 
consume  their  Butterhrod  mit  Wurst,  washing  it 
down  with  the  draught  hock  of  the  country.  The 
rise  of  May  Fly  was  over  by  this  time,  but  here  and 
there  a  fly  fluttered  on  to  the  surface  from  the  bank 
and  enabled  one  to  mark  a  trout.  At  four  o'clock 
there  was  half-an-hour's  brisk  rise,  and  then  all  was 
over  for  the  day.  Comparing  notes  the  two  Eng- 
landers  totted  up  between  them  a  score  of  twenty- 
seven  brace  of  a  good  fib.  average. 

Next  day  took  them  higher  up  the  river,  and  it 
was  eleven  o'clock  before  they  reached  their  water. 
The  day  was  a  cloudless  blaze,  and  again,  when  they 
began  on  opposite  sides  of  the  same  millhead,  not  a 
]\Iay  Fly  was  to  be  seen.  Among  the  reeds  and 
flowering  plants  on  the  edge  were  to  be  seen  occa- 
sional Alders  and  Welshman's  Buttons,  but  though 
the  trout  were  to  be  seen  lying  out,  alert  for  the  fly, 
along  the  edges  of  the  lilypads,  and  in  cunning  little 
runs  between  the  celery  beds,  it  was  another  matter 
to  tempt  them  to  eith«r  Alder,  Button,  Silver  Sedge, 
or  May  Fly.  A  Coch-y-BoncUiu  lured  one  nice  fellow 
to  his  doom,  and  then  Green  Drake,  who  consistently 
fished  May  Fly,  began  to  get  a  fish  or  two.  Still,  at 
the  adjoummenA  for  lunch,  a  meagre  total  of  some 
six  brace  only  had  been  compiled,  and  the  ladies  of 
the  party,  coming  down  to  see  how  the  thing  really 
should  be  done,  began  to  make  remarks  the  reverse 
of  encouraging.  Things  did  not  mend  after  lunch. 
Again  and  again  good  fish  lying  in  positions  to  feed 
either  declined  the  proffered  May  Fly  altogether, 
or  contemptuously  drowTied  it,  but  as  four  c^' clock 
stnick  a  sudden  change  came  o'er  the  spirit  of  our 
dream,  and  as  if  their  dinner-hour  had  been  signalled 
one  and  all  began  to  feed  with  an  energy  which  it 
was  gratifying  to  witness,  and  for  the  next  three 
hours  there  was  hardly  a  moment  when  one  or  other 
was  not  hurrying  down  stream  with  arched  rod 
drawing  some  strenuously  resisting  captive  to  the 
net,  and  vvhcn  the  party  met  for  dinner  in  the  Gast- 
hous  garden,  the  beaming  host  had  fifty-seven  good 
trout  from  6oz.  or  7oz.  to  lib.  9oz.  in  his  stew  as  the 
rjsult  of  our  day's  labour. 

The  third  day  was  again  a  blazer,  but  the  rain  had 
at  last  brought  just  the  riglit  touch  of  colour  into  the 
wat<;r,  and  when  we  began  on  the  slow  length  at  the 
bottom  of  a  reach  which  lay  between  the  scenes  of 
cmr  first  and  second  day's  exploits,  the  trout  were 
already  making  gratifying  rings  under  the  banks  on 
cither  side.  Green  Drake  began  by  fishing  up  the 
first  bay  under  our  own  bank,  the  right  of  the 
stream,  and  promptly  lirought  up  and  turned  over 
a  nice  fish  without  hooking  him.  Then  he  put  his 
.May  Fly  over  to  the  opposite  l)ank,  and  tried  one  by 
one  the  .serifs  of  half-a-dozen  trout,  which  were 
sucking  down  simething  in  a  business-like  waj% 
But  it  was  too  early  yet  for  May  Flics,  and  Alder, 
mounting  his  nimesake,  and  Ijeginning  at  the 
bottom,  in  twenty  minutes  had  hooked  every  one 
of  the  half-dr)zen  and  landed  five  of  them,  not  one 
nnfler  lib.  Then  a  sprinkle  of  May  Fly  began  to 
hatch  out,  and,  fishing  carefully,  fine  and  far  off. 
Green  Drake  began  to  get  held.  Alder  kept  on  his 
namesake  for  the  whole  morning,  and  there  was  little 
(lifTcrence  Ix-tween  the  killing  power  of  the  two  flics, 
liiinch-time  found  the  score  some  twenty-two  brace. 
About  three  we  resumed  on  tFe  opposite  side,  from 
which  a  few  yards  of  good  holding  water,  inaccessible 
from  the  right  bank,  could  be  negotiated.  Not  a 
-May  Fly  was  to  be  seen,  but  Alder,  noticing  among 
the  grasses  a  small  ruddy  sedge,  put  up  a  landrail- 
winged  floater  with  hare's  poll  body,  silver  rib,  and 
ruddy  ginger  hackle,  and  flropping  it  under  the 
opposite  bank  above  fish  after  fish,  scored  a  run  of 
seven  aces  without  a  V)reak,  all  nice  fish  of  a  pound 
average.  Then  Grj-fm  Drake,  persuaded  at  length  by 
the  logic  of  facta,  mounted  a  similar  fiy,  and  under 


his  own  bank,  with  a  short  cast,  at  the  first  oifer 
scored  a  nice  fish  of  l]^lb.,  and  followed  it  up  with  a 
nice  little  run,  Avhich  sent  the  carrier  back  to  the 
stew  in  double  quick  time.  This  exhausted  the 
water  fishablo  from  the  left  bank,  and  we  returned 
to  the  right.  About  four  the  fish  came  on  the 
]\Iay  Fly  once  more,  though  but  few  were  hatching, 
and  a  fairly  busy  time  ensued  till  seven,  when  the 
ladies  came  to  hail  us  to  dinner,  and  we  knocked  off 
before  the  fish  had  done  with  3G|  brace  to  our  credit. 
As  we  sat  under  the  trees  witliourcoffee  andliqueurs, 
we  were  within  a  few  feet  of  the  brimming  little  river, 
and  we  saw  it  hurrying  down  with  its  surface  strewn 
with  dying  female  Grey  Drakes,  witnesses  to  the  fact 
that  at  some  time  during  the  nights  there  must  have 
been  heavy  hatches  of  May  Fly,  for  at  no  time  during 
the  daytime  were  there  enough  flies  hatching  to 
account  for  these  swarms  of  spent  gnat,  or  even 
enough  by  themselves  to  bring  the  trout  well  on  to 
the  feed.  And  so,  weary  to  bed,  not  discontented 
with  the  first  three  days  of  our  May  Fly  season  on 
the  Erlaubnitz  or  our  average  of  fifteen  brace  per 
rod  per  day,  though  we  should  have  dearly  liked 
an  occasional  3 -pounder  to  top  the  score. 

Stroke. 


CAPTURE  OF  A  44lb.  MUSCALONGE. 


The  great  American  pike,  or  muscalonge  as  the 
Indians  call  it  (Esox  nobilior),  is  not  quite  identical 
with  our  pike  (Esox  lucius),  but  the  difference  is 
very  slight,  and  amounts  chiefly  to  the  fact  that 
the  American  fish  has  a  few  more  scales  on  his  face 
— about  as  much  difference  as  there  was  between 
Jacob  and  Esau.  I  have  reproduced  the  accom- 
panying illustration  from  that  capital  paper  the 
American  Field,  as  I  feel  sure  it  will  interest  our 
pike  anglers.  I  congratulate  Mr.  Guthman  on 
taking  the  biggest  pike  I  have  heard  of  in  the 
whole  world— that  is,  authenticated  weight — at  any 


rate,  for  the  last  fifty  years;  There  are  records  of 
much  larger  fish — in  fact,  up  to  701b.,  like  Colonel 
Thornton's  pike,  but  that  was  some  hundred  years 
ago  or  more.  The  largest  pike  taken  on  this  side 
by  a  living  angler  is  no  doubt  Mr.  A.  Jardine's 
371b.  fish.  R.  B.  M. 

The  following  is  the  account  of  the  capture : — 

"A  September  Day's  Catch  in  Wisconsin. 

"Herewith  is  presented  an  illustration  showing 
the  fine  catch  made  by  Max  Guthman  and  Sam  H. 
Adler,  two  anglers  from  Chicago,  at  the  lakes 
on  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Indian  Reservation,  in 
Wisconsin,  on  Sept.  4.  The  day's  string  included 
a  '  musky,'  52|in.  in  length,  21in.  in  girth,  and 
441b.  in  weight;  one  of  12lb. ;  three  of  101b.  each  ; 
one  of  81b. ;  a  5lb.  pike  and  two  black  bass. 

"  In  the  boat  with  the  two  anglers  was  Charles 
Paupert,  a  guide  noted  for  his  skill  in  handling  a 
boat  and  an  expert  with  the  rifle.  It  is  said  that 
he  can  bring  in  more  deer  than  any  other  guide  in 
that  part  of  the  State. 

"The  anglers  had  been  trolling  nearly  all  day 
with  little  success,  having  caught  only  one  i  musky,'. 


until  at  4.30  p.m.  they  began  to  land  the  fishes  in 
short  order,  while  going  toward  the  hotel  to  eat 
supper. 

"  At  .'5.20  o'clock,  Mr.  Guthman,  the  angler  at 
the  right-hand  of  the  picture,  got  a  heavy  strike, 
and  found  his  line  was  being  taken  out  so  fast  from 
the  reel  that  he  could  hardly  stop  it,  and  he  said 
to  Mr.  Adler : 

"  '  Sam,  I  have  caught  a  whale  ! ' 

"  Both  fishermen  were  so  excited  and  nervous 
that  they  could  hardly  speak,  and  the  guide  told 
them  to  keep  cool  and  not  fall  overboard.  He 
rowed  the  boat  in  a  circle,  kept  his  eye  upon  the 
line,  and  after  the  'musky'  had  fought  for  forty 
minutes  it  came  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 
Paupert,  who  had  his  rifle  ready,  shot  it ;  but  he 
had  to  shoot  the  second  time  to  quiet  the  struggles  of 
the  big  fish,  so  that  it  could  be  taken  into  the  boat. 

"  Mr.  Guthman,  the  lucky  angler,  was  using  a 
Bristol  steel  trolhng  rod,  and  the  lure  that  attracted 
this  noble  specimen  of  the  muscalonge  and  brought 
about  his  finish  was  a  small  bucktail  spinner  on  a 
No.  5  Skinner  spoon,  with  a  very  small  piece  of 
salt  pork  attached. 

"  It  is  reported  that  the  whole  town  of  Flambeau 
turned  out  to  see  the  big  fish  and  to  congratulate 
Mr.  Guthman,  who  was  too  overjoyed  at  his  good 
fortune  to  eat  any  supper  that  evening.'^ 


A  DAY'S  TROUTING  AT  THE  CAPE. 

I  AM  not  going  to  give  the  general  fishing  public 
a  nearer  clue  to  the  locale,  because  I  know  that  the 
Government  regulations  regarding  the  methods  of 
fishing  permitted  are  daily  disregarded,  and  until 
a  more  sportsmanlike  feeling  prevails,  transgressors 
shall  not  share  my  knowledge.  The  stream  I  tried 
with  a  relation  as  companion  is  one  that  at  any  rate 
in  the  part  that  we  visited  has  been  but  little  fished 
as  yet,  and  we  decided  on  it  rather  as  an  experiment 


than  with  any  high  hope  of  success.  On  rising  from 
our  beds  at  dawn  we  foimd  a  gale  of  wind  blowing 
from  the  north-west  and  heavy  rain  threatening, 
and  our  spirits  sank  to  zero.  I  am  naturally  of  a 
somewhat  despondent  dispo.^ition,  but,  strange  to 
Say,  as  regards  fishing,  inclinci  to  be  optimistic, 
perhaps  because,  after  long  experience,  I  cannot 
recall  a  single  instance  of  having  returned  home 
after  a  day's  fishing  which  has  been  absolutely  blank. 
When  we  reached  the  riverside  after  about  a  mile's 
walk,  we  found  the  water  in  fair  order,  but  the  banks 
of  the  stream  so  clothed  with  trees  that  it  did  not 
appear  likely  that  we  should  find  many  places  where 
a  long  cast  could  be  made,  or  indeed  a  cast,  in  the 
ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term,  made  at  all.  We 
first  tried  a  spot  where  the  river  for  a  short  distance 
divided.  I  put  up  a  cast  of  March  Broira,  Zulu, 
and  Wickham's  Fancy,  dressed  rather  large,  and  my 
companion,  two  March  Browns  and  a  fly,  purchased 
at  Thurston's,  which  from  its  dressing  I  cannot 
name  or  describe,  except  that  it  resembled  an  Alder. 
On  thi3  fly,  after  a  few  casts,  he  was  into  a  good 
fish,  which  showed  splendid  fight,  and  was,  after  a 
few  minutes'  play,  safely  netted.    It  was  a  yellow 
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trout  in  splendid  condition,  and  ■weighing  about  a 
pound.    Our  hopes  rose  high  at  this  early  success, 
especially  as  on  the  same  fly  my  companion  was  soon 
fast  in  another  fish  somewhat  larger  than  the  first. 
This  was  also  safely  grassed,  and  a  very  pretty  brace 
they  made.    My  turn  now  came,  and  I  rose  and 
hooked  a  similar  fish.    It  unfortunately  was  lightly 
hooked,  and  when  nearly  spent,  made  a  final  struggle 
for  liberty,  and  gained  it.    I  said  something  which 
it  is  not  desirable  to  remember  or  record,  and  sought 
another  spot.    This  was  no  light  task,  as  to  reach 
the  water  it  was  necessary  to  steer  your  rod  through 
such  a  growth  of  poplars  and  thorn-bushes  that  it 
appeared  at  first  sight  almost  impenetrable.    I  got 
to  a  nice  deep  pool  at  last,  with  a  rapid  at  the  head 
of  it,  and  found  that  by  wading  I  could  manage  a 
short  cast  if  the  wind  would  let  me.    It  was,  how- 
ever, blowing  harder  than  ever,  and  the  only  way 
of  getting  the  flies  on  the  water  without  a  splash 
was  by  letting  the  line  blow  out  straight  and  then 
dropping  the  flies  on  the  water.    This  I  proceeded 
to  do  for  some  time  without  any  result.    I  was  just 
about  to  leave  the  spot  in  disgust  that  such  a  likely 
bit  of  water  should  yield  nothing,  when  there  was  a 
sudden  boil  and  tightening  of  the  line,  followed  by 
a  rush  and  a  bound  into  the  air  of  a  rainbow  trout, 
which,  judging  from  his  size,  was  over  31b.  in  weight. 
For  an  old  fisherman  I  was  mightily  excited,  as  in 
the  honic  country  a  31b.  trout  is  looked  on  nowadays 
as  a  decent  fish.    I  played  my  friend  in  orthodox 
style,  but  another  failure  was  in  store  for  me,  as 
after  one  tremendous  leap  in  the  air  my  line  came 
back  to  me  minus  the  whole  cast.    Moral:  Don't 
fish  with  casts  seven  or  eight  years  old.    You  may 
take  as  much  care  as  you  like  of  them,  and  keep 
them  in  wash-leather  bags,  but,  like  human  being?, 
they  were  feeble  with  age.    This  fish  rose  to  Wick- 
ham's  Fancy.    By  this  time  a  driving  rain  had 
commenced,  and  though  wo  tried  many  very  likely 
spots  over  a  mile  of  the  stream,  we  were  only 
rewarded  by  some  half-dozen  short  rises.    The  river 
was  quickly  becoming  discoloured  from  the  yellow 
water  of  tributary  sluits,  and  at  one  o'clock  we 
jacked  up  and  returned  to  the  hotel  hungry  and 
wet.    After  a  lubrication,  accompanied  with  objur- 
gations on  the  weather,  and  bemoaning  our  bad 
luck,  we  sat  down  to  lunch.    Over  the  soothing  pipe 
we  talked  over  the  plan  for  the  afternoon.  There 
seemed  a  prospect  of  the  weather  clearing,  so  we 
decided  on  walking  a  mile  up  stream  and  fishing 
down,  as  there  was  a  possibility  of  clearer  water 
higher  up.    We  had  no  sooner  started  than  down 
came  the  rain  again,  but  we  persevered  in  our  plan 
and  struck  the  river  about  a  mile  up.    We  found  it 
densely  overgrown,  nor,  except  in  very  few  places, 
was  it  possible  to  cast  in  the  ordinary  way.  In  fact, 
the  only  way  to  fish  it  was  by  wading  in  the  middle 
of  the  stream,  dropping  the  flies  into  the  water  at 
your  feet,  and  letting  them  fioat  down  stream,  and 
then  working  them  athwart  stream.    The  water  by 
this  time  was  getting  a  milky  colour,  and  quite 
unsuitable  for  fly-fishing,  but  in  one  pool  a  big  fish 
came  at  the  large-sized.  March  Brown  I  had  put  on, 
and  gave  me  a  good  view  before  he  disappeared  with 
the  fly.    He  was  certainly  over  4lb.  weight,  and  he 
flew  the  line  out  like  a  heavy  one.    Alas;  alas  !  the 
hold  gave,  and  I  was  again  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment.   In  the  same  pool  I  got  another  fi.sh,  which, 
being  an  inch  or  two  under  size,  I  returned.  By 
this  time  the  water  had  become  quite  hopeless, 
and,   wet    through    and  tired,  we  lit  our  pipes 
and  trudged  homeward.     With  minnow  or  worm 
I    am    quite    sure    we    could    have    fiUed  our 
baskets  in  a  day's  fishing  on  this   stream,  but 
except  at  a  few  spots  on  the  lower  reaches  which 
we  visited  in  the  morning,  it  is  unsuitable  for 
throwing  a  fly.    The  fact  is  established,  however, 
that  the  trout  are  doing  well  in  this  country.  I 
intend  to  pay  a  visit  to  Princess  Vlei  shortly,  but  I 
have  my  doubts  as  to  the  trout  thriving  there,  and, 
indeed,  have  heard  that  quantities  of  small  fry  can 
bo  seen  dead  on  its  shores.    The  trout  should  have 
been  put  in  Little  Princess  Vlei,  which  is  perfectly 
Bwect  water,  and  fed  by  a  stream.    My  further  luck 
with  the  trouties  shall  bo  reported  anon.    By  the 
way,  what  are  the  theories  anent  the  two  trout 
caught  in  the  harder  net  at  the  mouth  of  Zand 
Vlei,  at  Muizenberg  ?    AVhere  did  thc^^  come  from  ? 
—Cape  Times,  Oct.  12,  1904. 


Small  Cabp,  Fbied. — Cleanse  and  scale  the  carp, 
Bplit  them  down  the  back,  open  them  flat,  season 
with  pepper  and  salt,  dip  them  in  flour,  and 
immediately  fry  them  of  a  fine  colour ;  dish  them  on 
a  napkin,  and  garnish  around  with  fried  parsley. 


SIK  HEEBEKT  MAXWELL  ON  THE 
PAST  SALMON  SEASON. 


In  the  Daily  Mail  of  Oct.  31  there  was  a  very 
interesting  article  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  entitled, 
"The  Salmon  Mystery:  Where  are  Last  Year's 
Fish?"  from  which  I  give  some  extracts.  In 
connection  with  the  artificial  spate  question  Mr. 
Stone's  letter  in  our  columns  this  week  will  be 
read  with  interest. — Ed. 

"  What  has  become  of  last  year's  fish  ? 

"  The  extraordinary  abundance  of  salmon  in 
British  and  Scandinavian  waters  during  the  season 
of  1903  set  all  the  advocates  of  artificial  hatcheries 
throwing  up  their  hats.  The  enormous  extension 
of  hatchery  enterprise  of  late  years  was  bearing 
fruit.    How  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  they  crieA'i 

Sir  Herbert,  as  is  well-known,  doubts  the  value 
of  artificial  culture  of  salmon,  and  I  agree  with  him 
that  it  seems  impossible  to  produce  any  evidence 
of  their  being  of  the  slightest  usai  After  referring 
to  this,  he  says : — 

"  Let  me  only  add  this :  If  artificial  hatcheries 
cannot  ensure  a  constantly  abundant  supply  of 
healthy  fry,  then  the  injury  done  to  the  general 
stock  by  harrying  the  parent  fish  on  the  natural 
breeding  grounds  is  mitigated  by  no  compensation. 

"From  the  appearance  of  British  rivers  this  time 
last  year,  crowded  beyond  living  memory  with 
great  fish  struggling  up  to  the  spawning  grounds, 
every  fisherman  of  experience  predicted  a  coming 
era  of  plenty.  Tens  of  thousands  of  salmon  shed 
their  spawn,  returned  to  the  sea  as  kelts,  and — 
disappeared,'    Where  have  they  gone  ?  "- 

The  Soltjtion  of  the  Mattee; 

"We  are  brought  back  to  the  naive  evidence 
given  by  a  Scottish  fisherman  before  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  some  forty  years 
ago.  Asked  to  state  his  views  on  the  salmon 
fishery  problem,  ho  cast  a  confident  eye  around 
the  assembled  peers,  and  said:  'Weel,  my  lords 
and  gentlemen,  it's  a  weel-kent  fac'  in  oor  country 
that  whaur  there's  na  watter  there  can  be  nae 
fush.'  The  Committee  smiled:  one  of  their 
number  repeated  the  dogma  to  me  afterwards 
with  something  more  than  a  smile ;  but  do  any 
of  us  care  to  affirm  confidently  at  this  hour  that 
the  Scot  was  '  ower  canny !  ? 

Last  Year  and  This. 

"  The  year  1903  was  a  year  of  great  waters  and 
many  salmon ;  1904  has  been  one  of  small  waters 
and  few  salmon.  In  Norway  especially,  where  the 
volume  of  the  rivers  depends  not  upon  summer 
rains  but  upon  winter  snows,  the  scarcity  of  fish 
was  very  remarkable  after  last  year's  multitude. '- 

The  Aetiticial  Spate. 

"  But  now  mark  the  instructive  exception  to  the 
bad  angling  season  in  Scotland.  The  Helmsdale  of 
Sutherland  is  a  river  of  very  moderate  dimensions. 
In  dry  summers  it  dwindles  to  the  dimensions  of  a 
trout  bum.  and  one  might  as  well  angle  for  oysters 
as  for  salmon  in  its  shingly  bed.  The  six  enter- 
prising sportsmen  who  rent  this  famous  sporting 
stream  have  so  manipulated  the  series  of  lakes 
from  which  it  flows  as  to  store  behind  great  dams 
the  superfluity  of  winter  rain  and  snow.  When 
the  drought  came  at  the  end  of  May  the  sluices 
were  opened  ;  the  river  ran  in  splendid  fishing  order 
until  rain  returned  at  the  end  of  July ;  and  when 
we  were  shivering  in  Norway,  pining  for  water  to 
bring  up  salmon,  we  received  reports  from  our 
luckier  friends  in  Helmsdale,  who  were  catching — 
the  six  of  them — from  sixty  to  eighty  fish  a  week. 

"Herein,  I  firmly  beUeve,  after  many  years' 
anxious  experiment,  lies  the  secret  of  salmon 
fishery  management.  Leave  the  spawning  salmon 
undisturbed ;  watch  them  carefully ;  keep  down 
destructive  forms  of  life,  and  keep  your  river 
running  full  in  times  of  drought.  Water  storage — 
the  policy  of  the  open  door — is  what  we  have  to 
undertake  and  maintain  if  we  would  keep  our 
good  rivers  going  and  restore  others  to  their 
former  fertility; 

"  I  willingly  leave  to  ichthyologists  the  problem 
— Where  do  salmon  go  when  they  cannot  ascend 
the  rivers  ?  As  an  angler  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
maxim  that  'whaur  there's  nae  watter  there  can 
be  nae  fush  I '  U 


THAMES  WINTER  FISHING. 

REStTMiNG  an  account  of  a  journey  up  the  Thames, 
and  a  description  of  the  angling  therein,  of  which 
the  first  portion  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Oct.  29,  the  towpath  is  taken  at  Sunbury  Lock. 
The  weir  pool  is  a  favourite  spot  with  the  puntsman, 
and  in  their  season  trout,  barbel,  chub,  roach,  and 
pike  are  taken.  It  is,  however,  very  difficult  to 
fish,  particularly  from  the  head  of  the  weir,  and 
your  tackle  gets  fixed  between  the  stones  repeatedly, 
with  the  loss  of  numerous  ledger  leads  in  conse- 
quence. In  the  winter  months  some  good  pike  are 
to  bo  found  in  the  pool,  while  a  big  chub  will  often 
"  bolt your  dace,  gudgeon,  or  small  roach  put 
out  for  a  jack.  Chub  will  also,  if  on  feed,  greedily 
take  pith,  greaves,  or,  better  still,  a  piece  of  fat 
sweet  tripe.  Continuing  the  stroll,  many  nice  spots 
will  be  found  for  bank  fishing,  and  then  Walton  is 
reached.  What  a  famous  rendezvous  was  Walton 
in  the  days  of  old  for  the  bream  fisher  !  The  deeps 
then  literally  swarmed  with  big  bream,  and  a 
tjq)ical  telegram  from  one  of  the  professional  fisher- 
men to  his  patron  read,  "  The  brim  is  on,  come  at 
once.''  Alas !  those  glorious  days  are  over,  and  the 
bream  have  taken  up  fresh  quarters.  In  the  Thames, 
be  it  understood,  bream  may  be  caught  even  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  as  well  as  those  other  essentially 
summer  fish,  tench  and  carp,  very  fine  carp  having 
been  captured  in  Teddington  weir  pool  at  or  about 
Christmas  time  several  years  in  succession.  Referring 
to  pike  fishing  in  the  Walton  waters,  Walton  Sale, 
the  pool-like  backwater,  used  to  be,  if  not  now,  a 
certain  find  for  Esox  lucius,  and  many  are  the  tales 
of  veritable  leviathans  inhabiting  the  same.  Indeed 
one  fish  that  had  broken  away  from  many  anglers, 
including  the  writer  of  these  notes,  was  christened 
"  Jumbo,"  and  on  one  occasion  a  ^reat  sensation 
was  caused  by  hooking  "  Jumbo '-  on  tackle  calcu- 
lated to  pull  a  horse  out.  This  angler,  much  to  the 
amusement  of  the  crowd,  but  whose  name  shall  be 
suppressed,  had  hooked  the  old  sunken  punt,  put 
in  by  the  Thames  Preservation  Society  for  the 
protection  of  spawning  fish.  Joking  on  one  side, 
during  flood  time  many  big  pike  worked  into  the 
"  Sale,"  and,  when  the  waters  cleared,  came  out 
into  the  open  river  to  feed  on  the  roach  congregated 
in  the  big  eddy  in  front  thereof.  It  was  here  that 
the  late  Mr.  Cormac  H.  O'Dowd  captured  his  21lb. 
pike,  and  the  following  week  I  hooked  its  mate, 
being  sent  down  by  my  old  fishing  friend  to  capture 
the  fish,  which  had  shown  itself  when  O'Dowd  was 
playing  his  fish.  I  hooked  him  with  a  fib.  roach 
on  Jardine  snap  tackle,  but  making  direct  for  the 
mouth  of  the  "  Sale,"  the  fish  frayed  the  line  on 
the  stone -work,  and  a  tremendous  puU  broke  the 
line.  The  late  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  when  proprietor 
of  the  Swan,  had  fine  sport  in  the  "  Sale  "  and  the 
front  thereof,  in  the  open  river,  with  jack  ;  one  day, 
the  one  on  which  I  lost  my  monster  fish,  he  in  the 
"  Sale  "  had  three  fish,  the  largest  9Ib.  I  am  afraid, 
however,  that  the  character  of  the  sport,  particu- 
larly for  pike  and  bream,  at  Walton  has  materially 
altered  for  the  worse,  due,  doubtless,  to  the  extra- 
ordinary increase  in  pleasure  boating  parties  and 
steam  laimches.  From  Halliford  village,  on  the 
Middlesex  side  of  the  river,  fine  barbel  are  often 
taken  all  the  way  up  to  Shepperton  Lock,  fishing 
either  from  a  punt  in  the  swiftest  currents  or 
ledgering  well  out  from  the  bank.  Shepperton 
however,  is  more  noted  for  big  trout  and  barbel  than' 
other  fish,  so  a  glance  will  now  be  taken  at  the 
waters  higher  up.  Along  Chertsey  meads  to  Lale- 
ham  will  be  seen  numerous  beds  of  weeds,  and  these 
are  the  spots  to  try  for  jack — and  then  the  famous 
Penton  Hook  is  reached.  Plenty  of  chub  here  round 
the  Hook,  and  particularly  at  the  junction  of  the 
old  Abbey  river.  The  water  is  shallow,  however, 
and  the  fishing  must  be  fine  and  far  off  when  the 
water  is  bright.  Leaving  the  Hook,  a  longish  walk 
brings  the  angler  to  Datchet,  good  for  winter  roach 
fishing,  and  then  the  Royal  borough  of  Windsor  is 
approached.  Like  Walton  and  Marlow  (then  styled 
Great  Marlow)  Windsor  boasted  of  its  splendid  pike 
fishing,  and  monsters  have  been  taken  from  its 
waters.  The  locality  does  not  fish  nearly  so  well 
now,  big  pike  being  seldom  heard  of,  and  even  the 
winter  roach  fishing  has  deteriorated.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  the  results  of  my  explorations  still 
further  up  the  river  in  my  next  nbtesj        J.  D. 
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FISHING  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 


It  has  often  surprised  me  that  more  people  do 
not  go  to  Newfoundland  for  fishing.  The  island  is 
far  more  accessible  than  Iceland,  and  the  fishing 
much  cheaper  than  in  Norway.  No  doubt  one 
season  why  fishermen  have  fought  shy  of  the 
island  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  accurate  infor- 
mation. There  is  on  the  one  hand  the  advertising 
agent  who  wants  to  boom  sport  generally  in 
Newfoundland  for  more  than  it  is  worth,  and  there 
is,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fisherman  who,  having 
found  the  fishing  quite  good  enough  for  a  man  with 
a  short  purse,  does  not  want  to  proclaim  the  news 
from  the  house-tops.  There  is,  I  am  afraid,  yet 
another  class — and  attention  was  drawn  to  this 
class  by  a  letter  in  the  Field  some  months  ago — 
who  more  or  less  deliberately  run  down  the  fishing 
(not  necessarily  in  Newfoundland)  which  they  still 
find  worth  revisiting. 

To  those  who  are  thinking  of  going  to  New- 
foundland for  fishing  the  following  information, 
which  I  gathered  whilst  in  a  ship  on  that  station 
in  1890,  may  be  useful.  I  cannot  speak  of  the 
southern  rivers  as  the  ship  in  which  I  was  serving 
never  visited  them.  Our  stay  in  each  harbour  was 
limited  to  a  very  few  days,  so  we  could  not  explore 
the  upper  waters  of  the  rivers.  Still,  we  saw 
enough  to  show  us  how  good  the  fishing  would  be 
for  anyone  who  had  time  to  go  up  the  rivers. 

Particulars  of  the  coast  steamers  and  railways 
can  easily  be  obtained  from  the  shipping  and  rail- 
way companies,  so  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  to 
the  rivers  in  which  I  actually  fished.  Thinking 
that  my  information  was  hardly  up  to  date,  I  wrote 
last  autumn  to  a  friend  on  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  station  and  inquired  about  the  fishing  in 
1903.  The  answer  I  received  showed  me  that  the 
fishing  was  certainly  no  worse  than  in  1890.  But 
I  shall  deal  with  this  information  as  I  come  to  the 
different  rivers,  merely  stating  here  that  the  rods 
in  the  cruiser,  on  which  my  correspondent  is 
serving,  killed  374  salmon  in  1903,  of  which 
twenty-four  were  over  91b.  The  cruiser  would,  of 
course,  spend  about  half  the  season  at  sea  and  in 
harbours  where  there  was  little  or  no  fishing. 

The  first  harbour  that  we  visited  in  1890  was 
St.  George's  Bay,  on  the  west  coast,  which  can  now 
be  reached  by  railway  from  St.  John's.  At  St. 
George's  Bay  there  are  three  rivers  available — to 
the  south.  Flat  Bay  brook,  about  four  miles  away; 
close  to  the  settlement,  the  Barachois  river ;  and 
to  the  north,  Harry  brook.  The  term  "brook"  in 
Newfoundland  by  no  means  necessarily  implies  a 
small  stream.  The  first  time  that  we  went  to  St. 
George  s  Bay — it  was,  I  think,  early  in  May — the 
salmon  had  not  begun  to  run,  and  the  brown  trout 
were  not  en  (  vidence.  In  the  estuary  of  the  Barachois 
we  caught  enormous  quantities  of  sea-trout  from 
Jib.  up  to  2.^ lb.,  and  one  salmon  of  101b.  This  was 
actually  in  the  salt  water,  and  so  freely  did  the 
trout  rise  that  there  were  more  often  than  not  two 
rises  to  each  cast.  These  fish  only  fought  fairly 
well,  and  had  probably  not  fully  recovered  their 
strength. 

On  our  second  visit  to  this  bay  a  few  weeks 
later  we  had  very  good  brown  trout  fishing  in  Flat 
Bay  brook.  Personally,  I  had  two  days  there,  and 
caught  the  first  day  a  trout  of  3JIb.  and  a  salmon 
;f  lOlb.,  the  latter  in  the  tidal  water,  for  the  salmon 
had  not  yet  begun  to  run.  On  the  second  day  I 
had  seven  splendid  brown  trout,  weighing  211b., 
including  one  of  4^1b.,  and  other  rods  did  equally 
well.  l..ater  on  in  the  year — that  is,  from  June 
onwards — I  he/ir  that  the  salmon  fishing  in  Flat 
Bay  brook  and  Harry  brook  is  good,  and  I  know 
that  in  1891  one  rod  had  a  good  bag  in  Harry 
brook,  including  a  201b.  fish.  As  to  the  brown 
out  in  Flat  Bay  brook  I  have  nothing  but  good 
say  of  them.  I  have  never  caught  such  game 
nd  powerful  fish.  In  spite  of  a  powerful  rod  and 
■^rong  sea-trout  gut  these  fish  forced  the  line  off 
e  reel  as  easily  as  a  salmon,  and  what  lovely, 
hort,  thick  fish  they  were. 

The  next  place  that  I  know  personally  is  Port 
"aunders,  some  180  miles  north  of  St.  George's 
ay.    There  are  several  good  rivers  between  these 
wo  places,  notably  at  Bay  of  Islands  and  Bonne 
ay,  but  I  did  not  fish  in  any  of  them,  as  our  visit 
here  was  too  early  in  the  season.    In  1903,  my 
"  rrespondent  tells  me  that  East  river  at  Bonne 
ay  was  rather  good,  and  that  there  were  plenty  of 
salmon  from  101b,  to  151b. — heavy  fish  for  New- 
foondland  j   There  are  two  good  rivers  at  the  head 


of  Hawke  Bay,  which  opens  out  of  Port  Saunders. 
The  northern  one  is  called  Salmon  river,  and  the 
other,  which  is  about  two  miles  from  Salmon  river, 
Torrents  river:  Both  of  them  are  full  of  fish  above 
the  average  size,  and  well  worth  trying;  These  two 
rivers  are  about  eight  miles  from  the  settlement  at 
Port  Saunders,  but  a  boat  and  man  could  be  hired 
at  the  latter  place  which  would  take  the  fishermen 
and  their  baggage  to  the  mouths  of  these  rivers, 
and  a  camp  could  be  made  there  The  boatman 
could  rig  up  a  rough  shelter  and  take  trips  to  Port 
Saunders  for  fresh  provisions.  A  few  miles  south 
of  Port  Saunders  is  Mai  Bay,  into  which  the  Pond 
river  flows.  My  correspondent  recommends  it  as  a 
good  river  for  big  fish.  To  fish  these  rivers  at 
Hawke  Bay,  and  those  at  Hare  Bay,  which  I  shall 
presently  describe,  some  provision  for  camping  out 
must  be  made. 

From  Port  Saunders  I  should  advise  a  journey  of 
some  60  miles  across  the  Straits  of  Belleisle  to  the 
Forteau  river  in  Labrador.  The  Forteau  river  is  a 
very  fine  river  and  holds  plenty  of  fish.  In  1890 
we  found  this  river  the  best  for  big  fish,  and  I  hear 
that  this  river  still  kept  up  the  same  reputation  in 
1903.  Several  weeks  might  be  spent  comfortably 
here,  and,  as  the  settlement  is  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  lodgings  of  a  sort  could  probably  be  got,  and 
certainly  provisions.  For  an  off  day  an  expedition 
could  be  made  with  trout  rod  and  gun  to  the  lakes, 
or  rather  the  upper  of  the  two  lakes.  Wild  duck 
can  be  got  there  and  very  fine  brown  trout.  One 
of  our  rods  brought  back  a  splendid  basket  of 
trout,  including  a  lovely  fish  of  5lb. 

On  the  east  coast  of  Newfoundland  is  another 
excellent  place.  Hare  Bay.  Here  there  is  a  small 
but  good  river  and  a  fair  brook,  West  brook.  The 
river  was  full  of  salmon  when  we  were  there  in 
1890,  and  a  fish  of  20lb.  was  taken.-  In  1891  three 
rods  from  the  ship  I  am  speaking  of  started  one 
morning  for  the  upper  part  of  the  river — called 
Salmon  or  Ariege  river — and  began  fishing  above 
the  lake.  They  returned  the  following  evening 
with  ninety-six  salmon.  But  the  salmon  in  New- 
foundland do  not  run  large,  and  the  average  weight 
at  Hare  Bay  would  be  about  4|lb.'  Still,  if  you 
want  numbers,  Ariege  river  is  the  best,  and  I  hear 
that  this  was  also  the  case  in  1903,  when  the  rods 
from  a  cruiser  got  one  hundred  and  fifty  salmon  in 
four  days,  but  only  four  fish  over  91b. 

These  are  the  rivers  in  which  I  fished,  and  in  all 
of  which  there  are  plenty  of  salmon.  And  now  as 
to  some  of  the  drawbacks.-  Many  of  the  natives 
net  the  rivers  in  the  most  wholesale  fashion,  and 
absolutely  stop  the  fish  from  getting  up.  The 
fishery  ships  do  their  best  to  stop  this.  On  bright 
sunny  days,  of  which  the  summer  of  1890  seemed 
to  consist  entirely,  the  black  fly  is  a  great  nuisance, 
and  as  soon  as  the  sun  goes  down,  or  in  cloudy 
weather,  the  mosquitoes  are  most  virulent.  So 
bad  are  the  latter  that  it  is  impossible  to  go  fishing 
without  a  bottle  containing  a  mixture  of  Stock- 
holm tar  and  carbolic  oil.  By  anointing  one's  face 
and  hands  freely  with  this  sticky  brown  mixture 
the  attacks  of  these  insects  can  be  kept  off  till  the 
ointment  evaporates,  when  a  fresh  supply  must  be 
put  on.  The  best  plan  is  to  put  fingerless  gloves 
on  the  hands  and  tie  the  sleeves  of  your  coat  well 
over  the  gloves.  A  thin  wrapper  put  over  the  back 
of  the  head,  neck,  and  ears,  and  buttoned  in  under 
the  coat  collar,  protects  a  good  deal  of  the  head, 
and  the  mixture  covers  the  rest.  By  taking  these 
precautions  one  can  fish  all  day  in  comfort,  and  the 
smell  of  the  tar  is  rather  refreshing  than  otherwise. 
For  camping  out  and  sleeping  on  the  shore  (as 
opposed  to  a  ship's  cabin),  I  should  strongly  advise 
some  mosquito  netting.- 

As  to  provisions,  at  St.  George's  Bay  or  Forteau 
most  of  the  necessaries  of  life  could  be  got,  and  to 
a  limited  extent  at  Port  Saunders,  but  at  Hare  Bay 
everything  would  have  to  be  taken  with  them  by 
the  fishermen; 

As  to  rods,  let  the  fisherman  take  a  single- 
handed  trout  rod  of  the  length  that  suits  him,  but 
let  it  be  a  powerful  rod,  and  be  sure  and  have 
plenty  of  back  line  on  the  reel.  For  salmon  a  16ft. 
rod  at  the  outside  will  be  quite  big  enough  for  any 
of  the  rivers  mentioned  above.  Wading  trousers 
should  be  taken,  for  though  the  water  gets  warm  in 
midsummer,  it  is  icy  cold  earlier  in  the  year.  If  a 
third  rod  be  taken,  a  14ft.  sea-trout  rod  would  be 
the  best;  Such  a  rod  would  be  excellent  for  the 
sea-trout,  and  would  be  quite  up  to  killing  any 
salmon; 

As  to  flies;  the  ones  we  found  most  successful 
were  the  Silver  Doctor^  Ooachman,'  and  a  fly  whose 


name  I  do  not  know,  but  whose  dressing  is  as 
follows: — Body,  yellow  floss  silk,  ribbed  with  flat 
gold  tinsel ;  hackle,  lightish  red  from  a  red  cock ; 
wing,  two  thin  strips  of  swan  dyed  light  blue, 
covered  with  light  grey  mallard;  There  are,  of 
course,  many  other  flies;  such  as  the  Dashwood, 
etc.,  but  we  found  these  three  the  most  killing,  and 
they  were  tied  on  Nos.  5,  4,  and  3  size  hooks,  new 
numbers;  The  Coachman  was  very  deadly  in 
Salmon  river.  Hare  Bay,  all  through  the  day,  and 
the  fish  there  would  hardly  look  at  any  other  fly, 
but  in  the  other  rivers  we  did  nothing  with  it; 
The  best  all-round  fly  of  the  three  is  the  unnamed 
one;  The  summer  of  1890  was  very  fine,  and  the 
rivers  soon  got  bright  and  low,  but  it  would 
probably  be  well  to  take  out  a  few  larger  patterns, 
and  any  salmon  flies  in  your  possession,  in  case  of 
finding  heavy  waters;  As  to  the  sea  and  brown 
trout,  anything  is  good  enough  for  them  so  long  as 
it  is  bright  and  gaudy,  and  as  the  fish  tear  the  flics 
to  pieces  very  quickly  it  is  no  use  wasting  money 
over  artistic  productions;  Let  the  trout  flies  le 
tied  on  Nos.  4  and  5  hooks,  and  tied  as  strongly  as 
possible  with  strong  silk  well  ribbed  over  the  body 
and  through  the  turns  of  the  hackle;  The  favourite 
fly  for  trout  is  the  Jeimy  Lind,  a  startUng  confection 
of  bright  green,  yellow,  blue,  and  red,  or  rather — 
for  the  dressing  varies — of  three  of  these  colours,  of 
which  one  is  always  the  scarlet.  Any  salmon  flies, 
if  not  too  large,  will  kill  almost  as  well,  and  in  fact 
the  sea-  and  brown  trout  fishing  offers  a  fine 
opportunity  for  using  up  some  of  that  motley 
collection  of  useless  flies  that  most  anglers  have  in 
their  books; 

With  regard  to  salmon  and  trout  flies,  Jeffery,  of 
George-street,  Plymouth,  a  well-known  West  Country 
fishing-tackle  dealer,  has  all  the  patterns  that  I 
have  mentioned,  and  as  a  great  many  naval  officers 
deal  with  him,  he  can,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  give 
information  as  to  the  latest  patterns,  etc. 

The  summer  climate  is  dry  and  bracing,  so  much 
so  that  one  can  do  a  hard  day's  fishing  without 
ever  getting  overtired;  The  scenery  at  some  places 
is  magnificent,  notably  at  Bonne  Bay  and  Bay  of 
Islands;  It  is  well  worth  remembering  that  if 
there  are  no  salmon  or  trout  in  the  rivers — owing 
to  their  not  having  yet  run  up — there  is  an  excel- 
lent chance  of  getting  them  in  the  estuary.  I  fancy 
the  brown  trout  in  the  spring  come  down  and  feed 
in  the  brackish  water,  and  in  support  of  this  theory 
I  may  state  that  I  caught  a  fine  basket  of  trout  in 
the  first  pool  above  the  tideway  in  the  Castors 
river  which  had  all  the  silvery  characteristics  of 
slob  trout,  and  were  almost  identical  with  the  slob 
trout  that  I  have  caught  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
Tavy. 

The  Americans  are  now  invading  the  southern 
rivers,  but  I  am  told  that  not  more  than  one  or 
two  were  found  last  summer  on  the  northern  rivers 
which  I  have  mentioned. 

If  I  were  going  out  again,  as  I  most  certainly 
would  if  I  had  the  time  to  spare,  I  should  arrange 
to  reach  St.  George's  Bay  about  June  1,  fish  Flat 
Bay  brook  and  Harry  brook  for  a  fortnight,  then 
take  steamer  for  Port  Saunders,  fish  the  Pond  river 
and  the  two  Hawke  Bay  rivers  for  about  a  month, 
and  spend  the  rest  of  the  season  on  the  Forteau  river. 

All  the  fishing  is  free  as  far  as  I  know,  but  it 
would  be  well  to  make  inquiries  at  St.  John's  and 
write  to  the  Reid  Newfoundland  Company  for  the 
latest  regulations,  and  by  no  means  forget  to  make 
sure  of  the  statutory  close  time  for  fish,  fowl,  and 
fur.  In  1890,  a  Game  Preserving  Act  had  very 
rightly  been  passed,  and  two  of  my  messmates  had 
the  doubtful  honour  of  being  the  first  offenders 
under  its  provisions.  To  show  how  careful  English- 
men should  be  in  such  matters,  I  may  mention 
that  for  this  fkst  offence  under  a  new  Act,  namely, 
shooting  a  brace  and  a  half  of  grouse  a  week  before 
the  close  season  ended,  the  two  delinquents  were 
fined  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  received  as 
severe  a  dressing  down  from  the  judge  as  I  have 
ever  heard. 

If  the  fisherman  takes  a  gun  with  him,  let  him 
lay  himself  out  to  kill  some  black  duck.  The  man 
who  has  not  yet  tasted  a  Newfoundland  duck  has 
still  something  to  live  for,  and  he  who  sits  do-n-n  to 
fresh  grilled  salmon,  black  duck,  and  partridge- 
berry  tart,  feeds  on  food — 

"  Pontificum  pottore  caenia'' 

For  those  who  like  bigger  game  there  are  caribou, 
and  in  Labrador  certainly  black  bears,  for  one  of 
the  latter  came  down  on  the  opposite  bank  of  tho 
Forteau  river  whilst  I  was  fishingj 
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"  Let  any  fishermen  who  go  out  to  Newfoundland 
remember  that  the  natives  in  the  smaller  coast 
settlements  are  miserably  poor ;  that  tliey  arc  only 
paid  in  kind  (or  were  so  in  1890) ;  and  that  they 
are  practically  always  in  debt  for  their  boats,  fish- 
iaft  gear,  etc.,  to  the  owners  of  the  lobster  and 
fishing  industries,  who  just  give  them  enough  to 
keep  them  aUve  through  the  winter;  In  fact,  so 
ignorant  were  they  then  of  outside  news  that  the 
manager  of  a  lobster  canning  factory  unblushingly 
told  me  that  he  would  give,  as  an  excuse  for  the 
small  quantity  of  provisions  given  in  exchange  for 
cod  and  lobsters,  the  news  that  there  was  war  in 
Europe,  and  that  food  had  consequently  gone  up 
in  price.  If,  then,  the  angler  can  at  the  end  of  the 
season  leave  behind  some  of  his  old  clothes,  surplus 
stores,  and  a  little  money,  I  think  that  it  will  not 
make  the  memory  of  his  trip  any  the  less  pleasant. 


AN  ANGLING  ITINEKAEY. 


SWALEDALE  AND  WENSLEYDALE,' 


(Continued  from  page  314.) 
So  to  Raydale,  four  miles  south-west  of  Askrigg, 
where  a  score  of  clamorous  streams  springing  from 
the  fastnesses  of  the  hills  expend  their  exuberance 
in  the  tranquil  waters  of  Lake  Scmer  Water,  I  went 
alone,  resolved  to  make  the  best  of  things,  ,  Oarr 


out  of  Bainbridge,  certainly  one  of  the  prettiest 
hamlets  in  Wensleydalc,  and  possessing  the  time- 
honoured  old  English  village  green,  I  was  soon  to 
form  my  first  impressions  of  Semor  Water — Semer 
Water  in  one  of  its  wildest  and  darkest  moods. 
Its  storm-lashed  surface  was  streaked  with  flashing 
specks  of  foam;  clear  above  the  wind  shrieking 
down  the  slopes  of  Raydalcsido,  and  the  outcries 
of  waterfowl  buffeted  by  the  storm,  could  be  heard 
the  sullen  waters  angrily  beating  upon  the  rock- 
strewn  coast,  while  to  the  east  out  of  the  mist, 
like  a  grim  sentinel  watching  o'er  this  display  of 
Nature's  sterner  forces,  there  loomed  Addlcboro's 
beetling  crag,  seeming  to  make  the  lesser  hills  cower 
beneath  its  stupendous  height. 
That  was  one  side  of  the  picture. 
The  next  presented  itself  the  following  morning, 
the  storm,  apparently,  having  abated  as  rapidly 
as  it  had  risen;  Semer  Water,  no  longer  simmering, 
was  revelling  in  repose,  scarce  a  ripple  disturbed 
its  sun-kissed  surface,  in  which  the  moorland 
summits,  the  woodland  on  the  north  side,  and  the 
cattle  grazing  contentedly  near  by  were  mirrored 
with  pleasing  effect.  "And  what  possibilities  does 
Semer  Water  hold  out  to  the  angler?"  is  a  ques- 
tion that  naturally  appeals  to  the  reader. 

Well,  as  a  result  of  my  operations  conducted 
from  Carr  End,  during  which  I  frequently  fished 
the  lake,  and  at  one  time  or  another  explored  its 
main  tributaries,  which  are  chock  full  of  trout,  I 
am  prepared  to  assert  that  Scmer  Water's  resources 
are  incxhaustive — stocking  operations,  save  for  the 


Redmire  Poece:  The  Yore. 


End,  a  large  old-fashioned  farmhouse,  picturesquely 
situated  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  was  my  destination, 
and  when  I  come  to  recall  ray  continuance  here  I 
feel  it  incumbent  on  me  en  qjassant  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  kindly  consideration  and 
attention  I  received  at  the  hands  of  the  occupiers, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Outhwaite,  who  possess  the  by  no 
means  common  knack  of  anticipating  anglers' 
requirements,  which,  as  my  readers  well  know, 
have  a  strong  tendency  to  clash  with  the  even 
tenour  of  a  well-governed  household — meals  in- 
ordinately early  and  late  our  anghng  enthusiast 
regards  as  a  matter  of  course. 

This  house,  which  dates  as  far  back  as  1667 — 
these  figures  and  the  initials  "J.  F.''  being 
decipherable  on  a  stone  slab  let  into  the  wall  above 
the  gateway — was  the  birthplace  of  Dr.  (Icorge 
Fothergill,  the  eminent  physician  and  philan- 
thropist. 

"Kith  and  Kin,"-  a  charming  novel  by  Jessie 
Fothergill,  pubhshed  in  189'J,  apart  from  the  excel- 
lence of  its  j)lot,  should  certainly  be  perused  by 
intending  visitors  to  Scmer  Water.  The  scene  is 
laid  at  Scarr  Foot  which  obviously  relates  to  Carr 
End,  the  exterior  and  interior  of  which  are  so 
faithfully  and  accurately  described  as  early  to 
disclose  the  novelist's  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
house  and  the  district  in  general' 

My  journey  to  Raydale  was  attended  by  wild, 
tempestuoufl  weather.    Breasting  the  steep  rise 


introduction  of  a  few  rainbow  trout,  of  whose 
existence  nothing  is  now  known,  have  never  l)een 
resorted  to,  and  there  is  no  occasion  why  they 
should,  for  herein  this  angler's  Elysium,  into  which, 
comparatively  speaking,  so  few  have  hitherto 
penetrated,  the  balance  of  Nature  is  not  hkely  to 
be  upset  for  many  years  to  come. 

Semer  Water  is  three  miles  in  circumference,  its 
greatest  depth  being  49ft.,  and  contains,  in  addition 
to  vast  quantities  of  trout,  a  satisfactory  show  of 
chub  and  rudd,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
bream ;  so  that  sport  for  the  coarse  fisher  is  also 
assured.  Three  boats,  stationed  on  the  lake,  may 
be  hired  reasonably,  and  angling  tickets  can  be 
obtained  of  the  Hawes  Angling  Society,  at  a  cost 
of  Is.  a  day  or  3s.  the  week. 

Raydale  Beck,  Semer  Water's  main  feeder,  as 
also  the  river  Bain,  the  outlet  at  the  north-east 
end  of  the  lake— both  affording  excellent  scope  for 
the  bottom  fisher  and  sufficient  elbow  room  for  the 
fiy-fisher— will  supply  a  long-felt  want  in  face  of 
prevailing  adverse  conditions  on  the  lake. 

An  excellent  fiy  throughout  the  season  is  the 
standard  pattern  of  the  March  Brown,  all  the 
better,  perha^js,  for  being  dressed  a  little  larger  for 
the  lake. 

Semer  Water  is  a  natural  lake,  and  its  origin  is 
contained  in  the  following  curious  legend:  — 
About  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era  there 
stood  on  the  space  now  covered  by  the  water  a 


city  built  entirely  of  white  marble ;  and  one 
winter's  day  a  saint  in  the  guise  of  a  beggar, 
cold  and  hungry,  passed  through  the  city.  From 
door  to  door  he  went  vainly  looking  for  help  and 
sympathy,  and  ultimately  his  departure  from  the 
city  was  roughly  accelerated  by  the  authorities; 

Just  without  the  walls  he  came  to  a  hut  in  which 
lived  an  aged  couple,  who  took  compassion  on  him 
and  gave  him  of  their  best.  Next  morning  before 
leaving,  the  saint,  after  bestowing  a  blessing  on  his 
humble  friends,  raised  his  hands  towards  the  city 
and  execrated  its  unfeeling  citizens  thus:  — 

"  Semer  Water  rise, 
Semer  Water  sink. 
And  bury  all,  save  those 
Who  gave  ine  food  and  drink." 

Scarce  had  the  saint  concluded  his  harangue 
than  darkness  fell  over  the  valley,  the  lightning 
Hashed,  diabolical  peals  of  thunder  rent  the  air,  the 
mountain  torrents,  eager  to  do  the  saint's  bidding, 
leaped  upon  their  prey,  and  soon  Semer  Water  city 
ceased  to  be. 

Amongst  the  dalesfolk  superstition  is  rampant, 
and  not  a  few  affirm  in  all  seriousness  that  at 
sunset  on  a  calm  day  from  a  boat  the  spires  and 
domes  of  the  buried  city  can  be  seen  deep  beneath 
the  pellucid  waters  of  the  lake,  and  they  will  point 
out  to  the  stranger  a  hut  standing  on  the  east  side 
of  the  lake  as  the  abode  of  the  good  Samaritans 
spared  by  the  Hood.  Whether  this  phenomenon 
as  indicated  by  the  legend  is  to  be  observed  or  not 
I  cannot  say,  because  on  the  few  occasions  of  my 
being  on  the  lake  at  sunset  the  conditions  were 
too  breezy  to  permit  one  to  peer  far  below  the 
surface ;  but  even  so,  to  tell  a  superstitious  dales- 
man that  what  he  had  seen  was  in  reality  a  mirage 
caused  by  the  refraction  of  light  would  result  in 
his  shaking  his  head  disbelievingly  and  saying, 
"  Ye  didn't  knaw  what  he  did."- 

Why  probe  for  the  truth  of  these  fairy  tales  of 
the  lake  or  attempt  to  dispel  the  good  folks' 
innocent  illusions,  which  they  have  learned  at 
their  mother's  knee,  and  in  turn  bequeathed  to 
their  own  children  ?  In  fact,  to  do  so  would  be 
to  argue  on  the  edge  of  a  hypothesis. 

Four  miles  west  of  Raydale  lies  the  little 
market  town  of  Hawes,  there  being  a  delightful 
walk  thereto  over  Weather  Fell,  which  stands 
1786ft.  above  the  sea  leveL  In  Hawes  I  made 
the  acquaintance  of  the  genial  secretary  of  the 
Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Association, 
Mr.  Fawcett,  who  informed  me  that  they  have  the 
angling  rights  on  nearly  thirty  miles  of  water  in 
the  Yore  and  its  affluents,  and  though  I  received  a 
pressing  invitation  to  throw  a  fly  in  the  preserved 
stretches,  I  was  unable  to  take  advantage  of  it 
consequent  on  my  recall  to  town  the  following  day. 

Reverting  to  our  brief  tour  through  Swaledale, 
I  feel  that  I  might  have  given  a  more  encouraging 
description  from  an  angling  standpoint  of  this 
picturesque  little  valley,  and  should  had  our  visit 
occurred  earlier  in  the  season,  but  as  will  be  seen 
it  was  made  imder  adverse  conditions,  and  there- 
fore the  impressions  formed  could  not  be  other 
than  they  were.  It  was  at  the  close  of  a  day,  crisp 
and  clear,  in  late  September  when  I  left  the  head 
of  Wensleydale,  destined  soon  again  to  become  a 
tiny  atom  'midst  the  ceaseless  throb  of  city  life. 

The  valley  was  invested  with  an  exceptional 
calm — the  wind  had  lowered  to  a  whisper,  cattle 
grazed  contentedly  beside  Lake  Semer  Water,  their 
forms  mirrored  in  its  placid  surface,  the  soft  shades 
of  departing  day  were  gathering  in  the  east,  while 
away  in  the  west  the  slowly  sinking  sun  was  tingeing 
the  moorland  summits  a  rich  vermiUon.  These, 
my  last  impressions  of  the  vale  of  the  Yore,  furnished 
me  with  food  for  thought  and  reflection  as  the 
Midland  express  whirled  me  soutli. 

Bkown  Owu 


GOOD  SPOKT  WITH  LOUGH  CONN 
PIKE. 


Mr.  Tom  Clarke,  of  Lough  Conn  Hotel, 
Cloghans,  Ballina,  sends  us  a  letter  to  him  from 
Colonel  Hewatt,  of  Ballina,  in  which  the  colonel 
says  he  has  caught  "eight  pike  over  lOlb.  each— 
301b.,  29lb.,  17ilb.,  171b.,  Mllb.,  121b.,  111b.. 
and  101b. — I  think  three  about  91b.  each,  and  I 
do  not  remember  how  many  smaller  ones.  The 
big  ones  showed  wonderfully  good  sport,  and  the 
two  biggest  each  took  me  about  one  hour  and 
ten  minutes  to  landj-n 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning.- 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  Very  little 
sport  has  been  experienced  on  the  Thames  during 
the  week.  The  river  still  is  very  clear,  but  there  is 
a  trifle  better  stream.  Monday  (Oct.  31)  was  a 
horrible  day  on  the  middle  Thames,  a  heavy  damp 
mist  being  in  evidence  most  of  the  day.  1  had  two 
dozen  roach  in  the  afternoon,  but  only  two  went 
over  the  Jib.  Sport  such  as  this  is  scarcely  worth 
having.  Mr.  Hennings  has  also  had  roach  at 
Surbiton.  Since  last  week's  report  a  carp  of  41b. 
has  been  taken  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Peterson,  from  the 
bank  at  Richmond.  Mr.  R.  Herbert  (Clapham 
Strollers),  fishing  with  MUeham  at  Wraysbury,  has 
had  two  good  pike  of  9 Jib.  and  8flb.  respectively, 
and  ilr.  A.  Hart,  of  the  K.P.S.,  has  had  a  pike  of 
6Jlb.  At  the  Thames  Conservancy  meeting  on 
Monday  (Oct.  31)  it  was  stated  that  the  committee 
had  received  a  report  from  Inspector  Rough — dated 
Oct.  15 — that  the  camp-shedding  at  Mr.  F.  Walters' 
premises,  Clyde  House,  Twickenham,  had  given 
way,  and  that  the  bank  had  fallen  into  the  river. 
A  letter  from  Miss  Dremel,  of  The  Warren, 
Twickenham,  stated  that  the  subsidence  had 
endangered  the  camp-shedding  at  her  property. 
Letters  from  Messrs.  Cross  and  Sons,  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  W.  E.  Green,  of  Devonshire  House,  Twickenham, 
and  from  Mr.  R.  Beale,  of  Stoneydeep  House, 
Teddington,  stated  that  the  dredging  recently 
carried  out  at  and  near  Teddington  had  caused  a 
subsidence  of  the  river  bank  at  various  places,  and 
had  endangered  their  respective  properties.  The 
committee  reported  that  liability  had  been 
repudiated  on  behalf  of  the  Conservators  in  each 
case. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 
•    (Henley).  —  Sport    has     slightly  im- 

proved during  the  past  week,  although  there  is 
Httle  or  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
river,  which  is  still  sadly  in  need  of  a  good  rain. 
Roach  have  been  feeding  better  during  the  last 
hour  or  so  of  fishing,  and  a  brace  or  so  of  good 
perch  have  been  caught.  Messrs.  W.  D.  Russell 
and  Hearwish,  in  three  days'  fishing  with  G.  Arlett, 
have  taken  several  jack  and  some  nice  roach,  the 
best  jack  weighing  51b.,  and  the  best  bag  of  roach 
about  101b.  A  chub  of  51b.  has  also  been  taken 
by  a  local  angler ;  it  was  caught  by  casting  with 
a  dead  frog. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Weybridge). — There  has  not  been  very 

much  fishing  here  this  week  ;  the  water  is  so  very 
bright  and  low  that  the  fish  seem  quite  off  feed. 
Mr.  Gordon,  fishing  with  T.  Strudwick  on  Oct.  30, 
had  a  nice  little  jack  of  4  Jlb.,  and  a  few  dozen 
roach  since.  Mr.  E.  Gorree  a  jack  of  31b.,  and  a 
good  chub  of  31b.  6oz.  A  jack  of  61b.  was  taken  off 
the  Weybridge,  and  H.  Curr  two  jack  from  the 
Thames.  I  have  been  out  two  or  three  times,  but 
no  luck.  Twelve  members  of  our  association  fish  a 
match  with  an  equal  number  of  the  Walton  Angling 
Association  to-morrow  (Thursday):  Will  let  you 
know  result  next  week. — Chas.  A.  Shaylob. 

Avon  (Ringvood). — The  water  is  very  low  and 
clear,  but  the  roach  are  feeding  very  well.  Mr. 
Marcus  C.  Thorne  and  Mr.  Dixon  took  50Ib.  of 
roach  in  five  hours,  tVie  largest  about  IJlb.  The 
same  gentlemen  also  took  some  nice  perch  up  to 
lib.  13|oz.,  also  twenty  pike,  the  largest,  81b. ;  and 
four  pike  on  Oct.  29. — M.  W.  Hayteb. 

Bottisliam  Looks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week  several  days  of  dense,  damp,  and  dismal  fog; 
angling  has  not  been  pleasant.  The  Cam  remains 
in  good  order,  no  dead  leaves  to  obstruct.  Few 
iglers  have,  under  the  above  conditions,  had  but 
moderate  sport.  Roach  angling  is  at  present  quiet. 
Pike  are  Vjeing  had  when  tried  for,  and  they  are 
coming  at  the  bait  with  more  life.  This  class  of 
fish  are  very  numerous  this  year.  Live  baits  must 
be  ordered  beforehand,  they  being  in  great  demand, 
ree  fishing,  Sundays  included. — John  O.  Geokge, 
eche-road,  Cambridge. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — The  river 
ropped  to  summer  level  this  week,  but  notwith- 
iing  a  few  fi.sh  have  been  caught,  the  finest 
Bon  being  one  of  221b.,  caught  with  fly  by  Mr. 

Johnston,  on  the  angling  association  water. 
J.  Thompson  and  Mr.  T.  G.  Banks  have  also 
"n  successful.  _  The  glass  has  dropped  rapidly, 
nd  rain ,  has  set  in,  so  that  there  is  every  prospect 
a  good  water  during  the   last  week  of  the 
son. — Black  'J'om. 
Devonsbire  Streams. — The  report  of  fish  caught 
the  Teign  is  very  satisfactory,  and  shows  that 
licences  were  issued  to  net  fishermen,  who  had 
ken  8.59  salmon,  91  grilse,  and  421  sea-trout,  of  a 
tal  value  of  £816.  It  has  been  decided  to  increase 
trout  licences  from  23.  6d.  to  os.    A  large  num 
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ber  of  fish  that  had  accumulated  at  Budford  Weir 
have  been  placed  in  deep  water. — Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Bxeter). — The  east  wind  pre- 
vailing the  last  few  days  has  lessened  sport,  but 
prior  to  its  imwelcome  advent  some  roach,  perch, 
and  pike  were  taken  in  the  main  river  and  its 
tributaries  at  Cowley,  Countess  Weir,  Exwick,  and 
near  the  city.  In  the  canal  perch,  roach,  and  large 
eels  have  been  caught  at  Haimaford's  Lock,  Lime- 
kilns, Black  House,  Topsham  and  Turf  Locks 
respectively,  the  perch  taking  live  shrimps, 
minnows,  and  whitebait  readily,  but  it  is  too  bleak 
and  exposed  for  the  most  daring  of  our  anglers  just 
at  present.  At  Teignmouth  and  Exmouth  good 
all-round  sea  fishing  has  been  had;  at  the  last- 
named  favourite  resort  bass,  pollack,  mullet,  and 
smelt  have  been  taken.  One  night  last  week  over 
fifty  bass  wore  accounted  for,  while  at  the  dock 
gates  and  inside  good  sport  has  been  had,  Mr.  R. 
Mostyn  having  one  morning  eight  mullet  in  good 
condition,  best  fish  over  21b.,  others  doing  well 
being  Messrs.  Cobley,  White,  Popkin,  Bastin, 
Worthy,  Beck,  and  Coles.  Prospects  not  cheery  for 
river  or  sea  fishing  just  at  present. — Red  Palmer. 

Xiea  and  Tributaries. — Roach  have  been  caught 
this  past  week,  but  no  basket  worthy  of  record  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  has  been  notified  me,  the  river 
continuing  extremely  low  and  clear;  cold,  east 
winds  at  times  have  also  assisted  to  keep  the  fish 
off  feed.  Club  sportsmen  have  fared  very  badly. 
A  couple  of  pike  scaling  8^1b.  and  5Jlb.  were  last 
week  landed  in  the  St.  Margaret's  district.  In  the 
Hertford  district  a  fine  trout  scaling,  it  is  reported, 
7  Jib.,  has  been  killed  in  a  water-wheel.  The  Stort 
and  Beano  appear  to  have  also  yielded  indifferent 
sport. — -IzAAK  Walton. 

Lowestoft  (Oulton  Broad  and  District). — 
Pike  fishing  is  now  getting  into  full  swing,  good 
reports  reaching  me  daily  from  Mr.  Home,  of  the 
Wherry  Hotel,  Oulton.  On  Oct.  29  Mr.  Oldfield 
had  two  of  11  Jib.  and  41b.,  Mr.  Gostling  one  of 
41b.,  Mr.  Allen  four  from  8 Jib.  On  Oct.  31  Mr. 
Allen  two  fish  of  51b.  each.  Yesterday  (Tuesday) 
Mr.  Oldfield  six  fish,  101b.,  two  of  61b.,  and  the 
others  about  51b.  each.  Mr.  Welham  three  fish 
from  61b.,  and  about  forty  fine  roach,  beside 
several  good  perch.  The  river  and  broad  are  now 
in  grand  trim.  I  hear  that  Messrs.  'Loder  and 
Kemp  had  four  pike  from  111b.  down  at  Seven 
Mile  Carr,  on  the  Beccles  river,  recently. — H.  L.  F. 

JtXLgg  and  Axvow  (Leominsteri. — Both  streams 
are  running  very  low  and  clear.  The  weather  has 
been  dull  and  foggy,  and  some  rain  has  been  had, 
but  the  rivers  keep  too  low  for  good  sport.  The 
fish  have  been  rising  at  midday,  but  anglers  have 
been  scarce  on  the  banks.  There  has  been  one  or 
two  nice  lots  of  grayling  landed  this  week  ;  but 
there  will  be  no  good  sport  until  we  get  more  water 
and  some  frosts.  The  grasshopper  should  be  a 
good  killer.     The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  low. — ■ 

GWYNNE. 

Nene  (Feterborougb). — Extraordinary  catches 
of  pike  were  made  to  the  end  of  last  week,  as  many 
as  fifty  being  secured  the  last  day  or  two,  making  a 
total  capture  of  about  two  hundi'ed  on  the  week ; 
none  of  them,  however,  were  very  heavy.  Some  of 
good  size  broke  away,  and  several  rods  were  broken 
and  tackle  lost.  These  exceptionally  large  takes 
are  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  improved  state  of 
the  river  near  Peterborough,  owing  to  the  removal 
of  the  weeds,  and  to  the  fact  that  not  very  many 
pike  have  been  taken  the  last  year  or  two  owing  to 
unfavourable  circumstances. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigb  Salterton). — The  season  for 
peal  closed  on  Nov.  1,  and  a  worse  season  for  these 


fish  has  never  been  known  on  this  river.  In  most 
seasons  a  few  good  fish,  of  weight  varying  from 
1^-lb.  to  41b.,  are  taken  with  the  trout  flies  in  the 
summer  evenings,  but  nothing  of  the  kind  has  been 
hoard  of  during  the  present  year.  As  is  the  case 
with  so  many  rivers  in  Devon,  the  supply  of  peal 
or  sea-trout  to  the  Otter  is  decreasing  year  after 
year.  This  is  attributable  to  ruthless  and  indis- 
criminate netting  at  the  mouth. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  here  is  now 
a  fine  colour  for  all-round  angling ;  having  had  a 
little  push  of  water,  too,  the  worst  of  the  weeds  are 
now  disappearing,  so  paternostering  can  be  worked 
all  right.  A  lot  of  pike  have  been  taken  during  the 
week,  but  the  largest  only  went  71b. ;  now 
November  (one  of  the  best  months  here  for  piking) 
has  arrived,  some  of  the  large  ones  will  no  doubt  be 
caught,  and  they  are  plentiful  here  this  season. — 

A.  SCABD. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — Few  anglers  have  been 
out  of  late ;  nevertheless,  weather  and  water  are 
alike  favourable  for  coarse  fishing.  A  chub  of  3  Jib. 
was  recently  caught  at  Preston  Boats  on  a  No.  10 
Crystal  hook  baited  with  worm,  and  a  pike  of  lOlb. 
has  been  landed  in  the  borough  water. — Hafben. 

Seyem,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (laanymy- 
necb). — During  the  last  few  days  of  October  we 
had  a  foretaste  of  the  weather  generally  associated 
with  November — foggy,  chilly,  and  cheerless,  which 
was  a  striking  contrast  to  the  spring-like  atmos- 
phere we  have  so  long  been  favoured  with.  Incon- 
sequence of  this  state  of  affairs  very  little  angling 
has  been  indulged  in  during  the  past  few  days,  and 
very  small  baskets  of  fish  have  been  taken,  which 
included  a  few  grayling,  pike,  perch,  and  chub. 
There  is  now,  with  a  rising  barometer,  a  better 
prospect  of  finer  weather,  and  a  sharp  frost  would 
be  heartily  welcomed  both  by  grayling  and  pike 
anglers.  — Vybnw  y. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
November  is  upon  us  with  its  fogs  and  chills,  and 
the  sun  is  chary  in  its  visits.  Pike  have  been  feeding 
during  the  past  few  days.  From  the  Ouse  good 
roach  have  been  taken  up  to  lib.  14oz.,  and  pike 
weighing  7  Jib.  In  the  upper  reaches  a  visitor  landed 
a  malformed  fish  of  8Jlb.  From  the  Adur,  in  the 
Henfield  district,  pike  of  3Jlb.  and  51b.  have  been 
taken.  At  Chichester  Canal,  Mr.  Barden  has 
taken  small  perch.  Bream  up  to  Iflb.  are 
notified  from  the  Donnington  water.  ^n 
Nov.  1  a  visitor  is  accredited  with  a  well-con- 
ditioned pike  of  101b.,  taken  by  spinning.  Mr. 
Gilmore  had  a  handsome  fish  of  61b.,  caught  with 
roach  on  live  gorge ;  and  several  smaller  fish  have 
been  taken  from  the  basin.  This  is  now  the  best 
venue,  as  barges  drive  the  best  fish  to  the  deeper 
water.  A  few  codling  and  small  bass  are  reported 
from  Chichester  Harbour.  Gunners  are  getting  a 
few  wildfowl. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow), — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  very  low  and  clear,  and  a  good  fall  of  rain 
is  wanted  to  freshen  the  water  up.  A  few  showers 
of  rain  have  been  had,  but  not  enough  to  alter  the 
water.  Angling  has  been  quiet  of  late  owing  to  the 
water  being  low  and  the  great  quantity  of  dead 
leaves  going  downthe  river.  The  grayling  are  inclined 
to  rise  at  midday,  and  a  few  nice  fish  have  been 
landed,  but  no  good  baskets.  The  flies  used  now 
are  the  Red  Tag,  Gold-Tipped  Blue,  Willow, 
Whirling  Blue,  and  Green  Insect.  Maggot  fishing 
has  accounted  for  some  good  lots  of  roach,  dace, 
chub,  and  perch.  Grasshopper  fishing  has  been 
tried,  and  several  good  grayling  landed.  On 
Saturday  and  Monday  some  fair  fish  were  landed 
below  Ludford.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  not 
good  unless  we  get  rain.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear.  On  Tuesday 
in  the  Clun  twenty  grayling  were  caught  with  fly 
by  Dr.  Cranstone. — S.  Ltjdlow. 

  Tenbury. — In  this  district  the  water  is 

running  very  low  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been 
foggy  and  some  rain  has  been  had,  but  has  not 
altered  the  state  of  the  river.  Angling  has  been 
very  quiet  of  late,  the  low  water  and  large  quantity 
of  leaves  going  down  make  it  awkward  for  fishing. 
A  few  rods  have  been  out  and  used  fly,  and  one  or 
two  very  nice  grayling  were  landed.  Rain  is  wanted 
to  flush  the  river,  then  sport  would  be  better. — 
Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Nelgrhbonrin? 
Rivers. — The  salmon  fishing  on  the  Tyne  has  been 
very  fair  for  the  finish  up  of  season.  I  hear  of 
several  salmon  being  taken  at  Wylam,  also  at 
Corbridge,  Prudoe,  and  Riding  Mill.  I  hear  of  one 
321b.  being  taken,  and  several  of  161b.  to  201b.  ;  in 
fact,  taking  everything  into  consideration,  I  think 
the  Tyne  anglers  have  done  very  well.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  Coquet, 
as  there  lias  been  very  little  sport  indeed 
reported  to  me  during  the  week.  The  fish 
are  there,  of  that  there  is  no  doubt  whatever, 
as  anyone  who  cares  can  visit  the  water  and  see 
them,  but  for  some  reason  they  are  most  diflicult  to 
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get.  Of  course,  the  clearness  of  the  water  is  the 
chief  reason.  I  hear  the  grayling  fishing  on  the 
Swale  is  very  good  just  now,  and  the  fish  run  large. 
Best  flies:  Silver  Dun,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Red 
Tag.  With  a  little  more  fresh  water  in  the  river, 
Tweed  anglers  have  had  better  sport  during 
the  past  few  days.  On  the  Twizel  water  Dr. 
Taylor,  Scarborough,  caught  a  salmon  of  161b. 
and  a  grilse  of  Clb.  Mr.  Kinnear,  York,  had 
two  salmon  of  101b.  and  141b.,  and  two  grilse  .51b. 
each.  Mr.  Mills,  York,  two  salmon  of  101b.  and  91b., 
and  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  5\h.  On  the  Carham 
water  Mr.  Wilson,  Shipton,  had  a  bull-trout  of  61b. 
Sir  Charles  Owen  Smith  a  salmon  of  171b.  and  a 
grilse  of  9^1b.  Mrs.  Burrell,  Alnmouth,  a  grilse  of 
81b.  Mr.  Amscott  Wilson,  of  Gargrave,  a  good 
salmon  of  20'b.  On  the  Sprouston  water  General 
Sir  Henry  Trotter  and  Captain  Gerald  Trotter 
landed  seven  fish.  On  the  Cornhill  water  Mr. 
Fulton  got  a  grilse  of  51b.  On  the  Birgham  water 
Major  Hunter,  Antons  Hill,  got  three  salmon  of 
131b.,  201b.,  and  28ilb. ;  Captain  Cameron,  of 
Lochiel,  a  salmon  of  iCilb.  and  a  grilse  of  71b. ;  Sir 
David  Baird,  three  salmon,  9ib.,  lOib.,  and  141b.; 
Lord  Dunglass,  three  grilse,  (ilb.,  71b.,  and  81b.  On 
the  Lees  water  Mr.  Miller,  London,  got  a  salmon 
of  151b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  WinCarls,  London, 
two  salmon  of  171b.  and  151b.  and  two  grilse  of 
71b.  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  Stewart,  Edinburgh,  a  salmon 
of  151b.  and  a  gril.se  of  91b. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — During  the  last  ten  days  Major 
Trevor  has  been  enjoying  the  bes*-.  sport,  and  on 
Oct.  26  killed  five  salmon,  weighing  61b.,  lOlb., 
lOJlb.,  111b.,  and  171b.,  one  in  the  Crows,  two  in 
the  Lwynch,  and  two  in  the  Raich ;  three  on 
Oct.  27,  7 Jib.,  91b.,  and  lUb.,  one  each  in  the 
Bindings,  Lower  Pandy,  and  Daniel's  Bath  ;  one  on 
Oct.  29,  6|lb.,  in  the  Lwynch;  on  Oct.  31  a  botcher 
in  the  Weir  Stream  ;  and  two  on  Nov.  1,  41b.  and 
81b.,  in  the  Road  Pool  and  Pencarrog.  Col.  Morris 
also  landed  one  on  Oct.  27,  and  Mr.  R.  Richards, 
on  Oct.  31,  101b.,  in  Coedyprior.  The  season 
closed  on  Nov.  1,  and  on  the  whole  it  must  be 
considered  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  salmon  angler.  Spring  fishing  was  exceptionally 
good,  and  the  anglers  met  with  a  fair  amount  of 
sport  until  the  end  of  June,  but  since  that  time  it 
h^  been  far  from  good,  and  may  be  attributed  to 
the  very  low  state  of  the  water,  as  there  were 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  river.  During  the  last  month, 
however,  the  conditions  were  again  favourable. 
It  was  rather  remarkable  that  so  few  botchers 
were  killed,  but  this  seems  to  be  the  case  in  all 
rivers.  The  most  successful  salmon  anglers  on  the 
upper  water  have  been  Col.  Morris  and  Mr.  J.  G. 
Davies,  and  on  the  lower  water,  Mrs.  Lister,  Mr. 
R.  Richards,  Mr.  Sword,  and  Major  Trevor.  The 
anglers  on  the  town  water  have  not  been  at  all 
fortunate  this  season,  only  a  few  fish  having  been 
taken  in  the  spring,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
trout  fishermen  generally.— T.  R. 

Wye  a»d  Derwent  (Derbysliire). — These  rivers 
are  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  and  are  remarkably 
low  for  the  time  of  the  year.  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  spoit  has  improved,  and  some  nice  catches 
have  been  secured,  the  Wye  affording  much  better 
baskets,  and  some  of  these  good-sized  grayling. 
The  Derwent,  too,  has  also  yielded  better  creels. 
Reports  from  the  Hathersage  and  Chatsworth 
portions  are  more  satisfactory,  the  Darleydale 
Club's  water  yielding  baskets  ranging  from  two 
to  five  and  a  half  brace.  Also  the  Slatlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  gave  better 
sport,  as  several  brace  per  rod  have  been  pro- 
cured. The  prospect  appears  to  be  better  as  the 
weather  is  cooler  and  more  like  grayling  fishing. 
Useful  flies — small  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Grey 
Quill,'  Red  Tag,  Apple  Green,  Needle  Fly,  Autumn 
Dun,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Tcre,  Swal«,  Wharf e,  Nidd.  D«rwent.  Orae, 
etc.  (TorkflV — There  is  very  little  to  record  in  the 
way  of  angling.  All  the  York.shire  streams  are 
running  very  low,  in  fact,  lower  than  in  midsummer. 
The  salmon  season  with  rod  and  line  has  been  a 
complete  failure.  Not  a  single  fi.sh  has  reached  the 
upper  waters  yet.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  Yore 
grayling  have  not  been  much  on  the  move. 
A  few  grayling  have  been  caught  with  the 
fly,  best  petterns  being  Dark  Needle  Brown, 
Red  Tag,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  and  Blue  Hawk. 
Very  little  is  doing  in  the  lower  resiches  at  Masliam, 
Tanfiold,  and  Ripon.  In  the  district  of  Borough- 
bridge  very  fair  catches  have  been  made  amongst 
the  roach,  chub,  ttc.  Tho  Swale  has  lun  down 
very  low,  a  little  grayling  fishing  being  done  at 
Easeby  and  Cattorick  Bridge.  The  Nidd  is  low,  spoi  t 
only  being  moderate  on  this  stream.  The  Wharfo 
is  low  and  clear.  Sport  among.'t  the  grayling  is 
almost  at  a  standstill,  a  few  grayling  being  caught 
at  Burnsall,  Ilkley,  and  Woodhall.  In  the  lower 
reaches  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  at  Tad- 


caster  and  Ulleskelf.  A  few  pike  have  been  caught, 
also  a  few  chub  up  to  3  Jib.  On  Oct.  28,  before  the 
Leyburn  Bench  of  Magistrates,  Thomas  Lawson,  of 
West  Burton,  was  charged  with  illegally  fishing  with 
a  net  in  Ellorbeck,  West  Buiton,  on  Sept.  28,  also 
with  illegally  fishing  between  the  hours  of  midnight 
and  sunrise  on  the  same  day.  Defendant  pleaded 
guilty  to  both  charges.  Mr.  Jones,  of  York,  prose- 
cuted on  behalf  of  the  York.shire  Fishery  Board. 
Sergeant  Simons  and  John  Sayers  came  across  the 
defendant  netting.  He  said  he  was  trying  to  get 
tho  old  woman  a  fish.  They  told  him  that  they 
would  have  to  take  his  nets,  and  he  tiiereupon  gave 
up  a  trout,  saying,  "  You  had  better  take  that 
also."  The  bench  impo.sod  a  fine  of  £3  6s.  8d.  and 
costs — total,  £5  lis.  6d.  Indeed,  a  very  dear 
trout  !  Sport  will  be  quiet  until  there  is  some 
fresh  water. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Bak  and  Xtiddle  —  To  say  that  the 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle  angling  season  closed  on 
Nov.  1  somewhat  ingloriously,  is  neither  to  over- 
state nor  underestimate  the  fact.  In  the  private 
waters,  where  anglers  were  not  confined  to  the  use 
of  the  fly,  the  fishing  was  much  better  than  in  the 
Fisheries  Association  portions  of  both  rivers,  where 
bait  fishing  is  not  allowed  after  Sept.  15.  Seldom 
has  the  Esk  been  better  stocked  with  salmon  from 
Langholm  to  the  Solway  Firth  than  during  this 
back-end ;  salmon  refused  the  fly  owing  to  the 
low  state  of  the  river  consequent  upon  the  excessively 
dry  summer.  It  is  many  years  since  the  water  has 
been  so  low,  especially  the  Esk,  during  the  fishing 
season.  This  in  the  writer's  opinion  forms  a  most 
potent  argument  in  favour  of  the  time  for  bait  fishing 
being  extended.  Strangely  enough,  ju.st  as  I  had 
written  the  foregoing,  a  communication  reaches  me 
from  Mr.  William  Douglas,  of  the  Eskdalo  Hotel, 
Langholm,  in  which  he  says :  "  Bait  fishing  should 
be  permitted  to  the  end  of  tho  season  ;  the  Esk 
should  be  open  to  Nov.  15,  the  same  as  the  Annan 
river."  Now,  why  should  the  season  limit  be 
different  between  the  two  rivers  at  the  present  day, 
when  the  Esk  as  an  angling  river  is  yearly  improving 
so  rapidly  ?  Since  last  report  a  good  many  anglers 
have  been  out.  Fishing  in  Netherby  water,  below 
Longtown,  Mr.  J.  W.  Makant  landed  a  splendid 
salmon,  which  scaled  251b.  Mr.  Frudd,  Barnsley, 
staying  at  Graham  Arms  Hotel,  Longtown,  had 
one  weighing  22Jlb.  in  the  hotel  stretch.  Mr. 
McNeill  had  two  small  salmon  in  the  reserved  water, 
and  lost  a  heavy  salmon  below  Longtown  Bridge. 
Mr.  McLellan  had  a  salmon  in  the  Netherby  side  of 
the  Double  water,  and  at  another  fishing  he  landed 
one  in  the  Willow  pool,  on  the  Cumberland  side. 
Mr.  Workman,  staying  at  the  Cro.ss  Keys  Hotel, 
Canonbie,  had  two  salmon  on  the  English  side  of 
the  Double  water.  Mr.  R.  Burrow,  Longtown,  had 
a  good  run  with  a  salmon  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  reserved  Netherby  water,  but  got  broke  when 
the  fish  was  ready  for  landing.  Several  other 
catches  of  salmon  have  been  made  in  the  Netherby 
reserved  water.  Mr.  Douglas  wires  me  that  Mr. 
McLennan  lost  a  salmon  in  the  Willow  pool.  Mr. 
Ross  landed  one  of  121b.  in  the  Island  poo], 
below  Farras  Foot,  and  Mr.  C.  G.  Francis  lost 
a  2o-pounder  in  Canonbie  water.  Other  anglers 
have  been  fairly  successful  in  the  Twin  pools — the 
Willow  and  Cauldron.  The  Liddle  has  shown  up 
better  during  the  past  ten  days.  On  Oct.  29,  in 
the  reserved  water,  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson  landed  a 
nice  fish  weighing  16Jlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Watson  caught  a 
grilse  of  4lb.,  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Beattie, 
Newcastletbn,  two  sea-trout  and  three  herling  at 
night  fishing ;  Mr.  Law,  two  sea  -  trout, 
2Jlb.  and  21b.  ;  Messrs.  Edgar,  Walker,  and 
Johnstone  have  had  sea-trout  and  herling,  and 
other  anglers  had  fair  catches  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle.  In  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleuch's  reserved  water  of  the  Esk,  Major  the 
Hon.  T.  Brand  had  two  salmon,  20Jlb.  and  lO.Ub. 
respectively.  In  Langholm  water,  Mr.  W.  Bell 
had  a  small  fish  of  5|lb.  with  fly  near  Skippers' 
Bridge.  Mr.  Morrison  had  a  small  salmon  of  81b. 
in  tho  Association  water  near  Langholm.  Mr. 
Dowden  had  a  salmon  weighing  121b.  in  Nat's  Ho!e. 
Mr.  J.  Morrison  a  small  salmon  in  Langholm  water, 
while  in  the  other  reserved  waters  of  the  Esk  somo 
few  salmon  have  been  got.  Mr.  J.  Beattie,  Lang- 
holm, creeled  a  grilse  weighing  41b.  with  small 
grilse  fly  in  Boatfield  stream.   Several  anglers,  stay- 


Trodt,  Sea-Teout,  and  Salmon  Fliks.— One  of  the  larsest 
stocks  in  the  kiiifidom.  .Special  attentiou  given  tollies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  tor  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  la,  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Millkr,  Northeni  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  " Piscator,  Leeds." ^ 


ing  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  have  had  good  sport  in 
the  mid-reachea  of  the  Esk,  which  includes  the 
Willow  and  Cauldron  pools.  Taking  a  retrospec- 
tive glance  at  the  season's  fishing  on  the  Esk  from 
Langholm  to  the  Metal  Bridge,  the  two  famous 
pools,  the  Willow  and  Cauldron,  have  yielded  more 
spoit  on  both  sides  of  the  river  than  any  other 
stretch  of  association  water  of  the  same  volume 
and  length.  On  all  hands  it  is  admitted  that  the 
season  for  sea-trout  and  herling  has  been  fairly 
good,  while  the  yellow  trout  fishings,  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Esk,  was  above  the  average.  It 
should  be  mentioned  that  the  terms  for  permission 
to  fish  the  Esk  and  Liddle  are  now  so  reasonable 
that  "  snatching,"  at  one  time  prevalent,  is  now  all 
but  extinct. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffskire)  — The  angling  season  on 
the  river  Deveron,  which  closed  on  Monday,  has 
been  rather  poor  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  season  the  river  was  in 
good  order,  but  it  was  somewhat  discoloured  in 
condition,  and  keen  frosts  militated  against  suc- 
cessful angling.  During  the  first  month  or  so 
several  fish  were  killed  on  the  Inverichnie  water  of 
an  average  of  8lb.  A  few  wore  also  got  on  the 
Fife  Arms  Hotel  water,  on  tho  Duff  House  portioji 
of  the  river,  and  several  on  the  Carnousie  and 
middle  sections.  Mr.  Russcl,  Forglen,  had  six  fish 
for  the  season  about  the  end  of  April.  In  April 
there  was  good  trout  fishing,  and  baskets  of  61b.  to 
301b.  were  got  on  a  number  of  the  waters.  During 
the  whole  of  the  summer  months  the  water  was 
exceedingly  low,  the  lowest  it  has  been  known  for 
the  last  twenty  years.  Owing  to  the  small  stream 
the  mouth  of  the  river  towards  the  close  of  tho 
season  was  greatly  silted  up,  and,  of  course,  few  fish 
entered.  The  watsr  was  also  in  bad  condition,  which 
affected  the  running  of  fish.  At  present  there  is 
a  fair  appearance  of  salmon  in  the  Cabrach  district, 
and  on  some  of  the  beds  in  that  part  spawning 
commenced  about  a  fortnight  ago.  In  general 
spawning  will  be  late,  the  water  being  in  too  low 
condition  meantime  for  fish  getting  on  to  the  beds.. 
Salmon  this  season  have  been  small  of  size  compared 
with  that  of  last  year,  when  a  lot  of  heavy  fi.sh  were 
killed,  a  number  turning  the  scale  at  30lb.  and  the 
heaviest  weighing  351b.  The  largest  fish  taken 
this  season  was  by  Mr.  Yoting,  Inverichnie,  and 
weighed  25lb.  There  has  been  no  record  day's 
fishing.  Among  the  most  successful  was  Mr.  Alister 
on  the  Huntly  Lodge  water,  when  he  recently  killed 
four  fish  of  4lb.,  61b.,  9lb.,  and  lllb.  On  the  same 
water  Lady  Gordon  had  one  fish  of  71b.  On  the 
open  water  at  Huntly  the  following  are  some  of 
those  who  were  successful  during  the  closing  month  : 
— Mr.  Spence,  one,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  Davidson,  61b.  ;  Mr.  A. 
McKenzie,  71b. ;  Mr.  Mcintosh,  5ilb. ;  Mr.  Barclay, 
6Uh. ;  Mr.  J.  McKenzie,  4^lb.  ;  Mr.  Spence,  7lb.  ; 
M'r.  Rhind,  61b.;  Mr.  McConnachie,  121b.;  Mr. 
Brown,  two,  71b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Scott,  5lb. ;  Mr. 
Crichton,  two,  181b.,  and  19lb.  ;  Mr.  G.  Gall,  51b.  ; 
Mr.  Cowie,  6lb.— H.  W. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harxis). — The  total  catch  on  the  Rodel  waters  for 
three  days  (Oct.  18  to  20)  has  been  one  salmon, 
weighing  61b.,  and  twelve  sea-trout,  weighing 
91b.  lOoz.  The  heaviest  sea-trout  weighed  21b.  4oz. 
— G.  D.  Stirling. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc.  —  Tho 
season  closed  on  Monday,  Oct.  31,  and  put  an  end 
to  one  of  the  worst  on  record.  For  days  previous, 
anglers  have  been  giving  up  the  job  as  hopeless, 
and  making  tracks  for  the  south.  The  last  week  of 
the  season  was  even  worse  than  the  others,  if  such 
a  thing  could  be  imagined,  but  on  Monday,  the 
closing  day,  the  weather  conditions  altered  a  bit, 
and  some  snatches  of  sport  were  got  here  and  there 
in  the  gorges  and  deeper  pools.  On  the  Mar  Lodge 
water  the  Duchess  of  Fife  finished  a  remarkably 
good  season,  which,  however,  might  have  been 
better  with  more  water  and  a  continuance  of  fresh 
fish  from  the  lower  pools.  On  the  Balmoral,  Ballater, 
Glentana,  and  Aboyne  waters  scarcely  an  autumn 
fish  of  any  size  has  been  seen,  but  now  and 
again  an  occasional  red  fish  has  been  got.  On 
the  Kincardine  reaches,  Mrs.  Pickering  and  Miss. 
Pickering  have  the  smallest  record  they  have  yet 
experienced,  and  Mr.  Nicol,  Ballogie,  Mr.  Wm. 
Farquhar,  Carlogie,  Major  Davidson,  and  others 
are  in  the  same  state  of  having  had  absolutely  no 
sport  to  speak  of.  On  the  Banchory  reaches.  Lord 
Penrhyn  had  a  poor  season,  and  did  not  see  it 
out  as  he  left  on  Thursday  week  last.  On  the 
Dun  is  water,  Mr.  Baird  and  party  have  had  an 
occasional  fish,  and  on  one  or  two  occasions 
two  or  three  salmon  in  a  day,  but  not  one 
for  a  score  in  an  ordinary  average  year.  On  the 
Park  waters  Mr.  Riviere  had  two  last  week  of  181b. 
each,  almost  the  whole  season's  sport.  On  Dr. 
Stewart's  water,  on  Oct.  30,  Mr.  John  Elmslie, 
Aberdeen,  had  two  of  221b.  and  241b.  ;  Mr.  G.  M. 
Mackay,  one  small  fi.sh  on  the  same  water.  On  the 
Blairs  section  some  half-a-dozen  have  been  creeled 
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for  the  autumn,  and  adjoining  sections  have  not 
even  done  so  well.  The  dry  season  and  the 
abnormally  high  temperature  of  the  water  account 
for  the  scarcity  of  fish  in  the  Dee.  Don. — 
Only  one  or  two  small  fish  have  been  got  on 
the  sections  above  the  Grandholm  waters.  Mr. 
Wm.  Lindsay's  keeper  on  Pitmedden  had  one  of 
8Ib.  last  week,  and  one  or  two  have  been  creeled  at 
Kintore.  The  season  has  been  the  poorest  known. 
The  presence  of  diseased  fish  in  the  lower  pools  is 
quite  alarming,  and  portends  a  serious  outbreak  of 
Saprolegnia  ferax.  The  spawning  season  will  be  a 
very  late  and,  it  is  feared,  an  indifferent  one. 
Ythan  and  Ugie. — The  rivers  closed  on  Monday, 
Oct.  31,  after  a  most  dismal  autumn,  for  want  of 
water.  There  are  no  fish  forward  yet,  and  it  is 
feared  that  the  spawning  season  will  be  a  poor  one. 
XoBTH  AND  South  Esks. — Scarcely  a  fi.sh  has  been 
creeled  for  the  past  two  months.  They  could  not 
get  up,  and  disease  is  now  spreading  fast  among  the 
belated  shoals  which  are  overcrowding  the  lower 
pools. — G.  M. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  only  rivers  in  the 
south  of  Scotland  that  remain  open  for  rod  fishing 
are  the  Dumfries  Nith,  the  Arman,  and  the  Urr  of 
the  Stewartry  of  Galloway.  The  two  former  rivers 
expire  their  season,  namely,  the  Nith  on  Nov.  14,  and 
the  Annan  on  the  15th,  while  the  Urr  is  open  until 
the  last  of  the  month.  With  the  time  so  close  at 
hand  for  laying  the  rods  aside,  anglers  are  putting 
in  fuU  time  and  landing  odd  salmon  under  the 
most  unpromising  conditions.  The  Annan. — 
In  the  Annan  the  past  week  was  nearly  a  blank 
all  over  the  river.  Many  of  the  best  stretches 
did  not  yield  a  single  salmon  for  the  week. 
Tn  the  Churchyard  Pool  of  Hoddom  Castle  water, 
on  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Haines  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  251b., 
a  clean  run  one.  It  was  taken  on  the  fly.  In  the 
Galabank  Pool  of  the  lower  waters,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Wm.  Wright  landed  one  of  251b.  This  was 
taken  with  a  small  shrimp  on  the  single  hook  as 
recommended  by  "Sarcelle"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
In  the  higher  waters  absolutely  nothing  has  been 
done  to  write  about.  One  visitor  caught  a  sea-trout 
and  three  herUng,  and  another  rod  took  a  similar 
catch.  A  few  fish  are  resting  in  the  Four  Towns 
waters,  but  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  Hightae 
portion.  Dr.  Billing  took  one  herling  on  Nov.  1 
while  fishing  for  salmon  in  the  Brewery  Pool,  and 


Mr.  Whittle  had  the  pull  of  a  salmon  on  worm  tackle. 
Very  few  fish  have  been  showing  themselves  since  last 
week.  The  Dumfries  Nith. — This  river  is  terribly 
low  and  clear  for  salmon  fishing  this  week,  and  little 
is  doing  anywhere  on  the  different  sections  of  the 
river.  On  Oct.  26,  Mr.  Robert  Thomson  fished  the 
Ellocks  Bend  pool  near  to  the  bridge  below  the 
ducal  village  and  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  241b. 
During  the  evening  of  the  same  day  he  landed  another 
out  of  the  same  pool,  weighing  61b.  One  of  the 
keepers  (McDowal)  killed  one  out  of  the  Red  Brows 
pool  near  to  Shinnel  Foot.  In  the  reserved  water 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  Mr.  T.  Crosbie, 
fishing  the  stretch  above  Nith  Bridge,  killed  a  couple 
of  salmon  of  20Ib.  and  161b.  on  Nov.  1.  One  was 
hooked  and  lost  in  the  Closeburn  water  the  other 
day.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — These  rivers  closed 
their  angling  season  on  Oct.  31,  after  what  was  pro- 
bably the  worst  back-end  for  the  rods  that  was  over 
known  in  Galloway.  Very  few  fish  were  caught  in 
the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  or  the  Dee  of  Kirkcud- 
brightshire. In  the  latter  river  some  fish  were  taken 
about  a  fortnight  ago,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
the  sport  was  the  worst  known  for  many  years. 
The  Ayrshire  Rivers. — -Those  rivers  closed  their 
angling  on  Oct.  31,  the  season  proving  the  worst  for 
back-end  salmon  ever  known.  The  Stincher  of 
Ballantrae  usually  gives  good  sport  to  the  Earl  of 
Stair  and  his  guests,  but  the  autumn  fishing  was 
much  of  a  failure  this  year,  and  similar  reports  are 
made  with  regard  to  the  Girvan  and  other  rivers. 
There  was,  however,  some  fairly  good  trout-fishing 
during  the  summer. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  closing  month  of  the  salmon  angling  season  of 
1904  has  now  been  entered  upon,  and  there  is  no 
improvement  in  the  conditions  of  either  weather  or 
water,  the  former  being  still  unseasonable,  fine 
and  dry,  and  the  latter  lower  than  it  has  been  at 
this  season  perhaps  within  living  memory,  and  under 
these  circumstances  anglers  are  meeting  with  the 
scantiest  encouragement.  On  the  Bolside  stretch 
Mr.  Malcolm  Scott,  on  Oct.  24,  caught  a  sea-trout 
of  7Jlb.,  and  Major  G.  D.  White  a  salmon  of  141b. 
Colonel  the  Hon.  R.  Bailey,  D.S.O.,  one  of  19|lb., 
and  Colonel  Davies  one  of  121b.  on  Oct.  26.  On 
Oct.  26,  Colonel  Davies  had  two  salmon,  171b.  and 
12lb.,  and  a  sea-trout  of  5|lb.  On  Oct.  27,  Colonel 
Bailey  one  of  171b.,  Colonel  Rycroft,  two,  121b.  and 


5ilb.,  and  Colonel  Davies  a  grilse  of  Sib.  On  Oct.  28, 
Colonel  Bailey  one  salmon,  151b.,  and  a  grilse,  5\\h., 
and  Colonel  Davies,  one  salmon  of  141b.  ;  and  on 
Oct.  29,  Colonel  Bailey,  two  gril.se,  4|lb.  and  41b., 
and  Colonel  Davies,  one  grilse  of  51b.  On  the 
Pavilion  water  during  the  week,  Mr.  Raikes  caught 
two  salmon  of  101b.  and  221b. ;  Mr.  Harrison 
Cripps,  one  of  141b.,  and  Mrs.  Harrison  Cripps, 
two  of  iGlb.  and  91b.  On  the  Maxton  water,  on 
Oct.  25,  Major  C.  M.  JohiLston  had  two 
grilse  of  61b.  each,  and  on  the  Dryburgh  water  on 
Oct.  27  he  had  one  salmon  of  201b.  On  Oct.  25  at 
Maxton  Sir  Bryan  Leighton  had  one  salmon  of 
211b.,  and  on  Oct.  26  on  the  same  water  Lady 
Leighton  had  one  of  241b.  On  the  Rutherford 
Lodge  water  on  Oct.  18  Mrs.  P.  A.  Lucas  had  one 
grilse  of  81b.  ;  on  Oct.  19  Mr.  W.  Penn  one  salmon 
of  15ib. ;  on  Oct.  21  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas  one  salmon 
of  121b.,  on  Oct.  22  one  of  201b.,  and  one  111b.  on 
Oct.  24. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  season  came  to  a 
close  on  Oct.  31  with  all  the  rivers  dead  low  and 
clear,  the  result  of  the  driest  October  for  over  fifty 
years.  For  the  preceding  fortnight  there  was  no 
river  fishing  except  on  the  Crossgar  and  the  Maine. 
Nine  anglers  were  out  on  Woodburn  on  Oct.  29. 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick  killed  five  trout,  Mr.  W.  J.  Mul- 
holland,  three,  and  several  others  had  a  fish  or  two. 
Curiously,  several  of  the  trout  killed  in  the  closing 
week  had  not  a  trace  of  roe  or  milt  in  them.  The 
weather  is  very  mild  and  open.  Coarse  fishing 
promises  well  on  the  lakes  and  canals.  The  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  intends  to  further  add  to  the 
stock  of  trout  in  the  Antrim  Road  Basin. — J:  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Tyrone).  —The  season  finished 
very  flat  on  the  Blackwater.  The  watar  was  so  low 
that  neither  salmon  nor  trout  came  wall  ta  the  fly. 
Both  salmon  and  lake  trout  show  an  increase  in 
their  numbers  this  year. — -J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castieoonnell).  —  The  salmon  and 
trout  fishing  closed  here  on  Oct.  31.  The  autumn 
fishing  looked  rather  good  at  the  opening,  but  the 
weather  became  very  unsettled,  and  the  river  was 
rising  and  falling  with  the  changes,  so  that  fish 
kept  moving  and  disincUned  to  take.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  two  sajmon,  16^1b.  and  20pb. 
— John  Enright  and  Son. 


HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS 

Sea  Angling:  Festival 

Will  take  place  on  NOVEMBER  12,  13,  and  14,  1904. 
PRIZES  VALUE  £100  (54  PRIZES),  incliiding  Fonr  Challenge  Cops  and  One  Trophy. 

THREE  COMPETITIONS, 

Viz.:  From  BOATS;  THE  HASTINGS  PIER;  and  ST.  LEONARDS  PIER. 

IN  THE   BOAT  COMPETITION 

"THE  SOUTH  OF  ENGLAND  SEA  ANGLING  CHAMPIONSHIP  TROPHY," 

(at  present  held  by  the  West  Hampstead  Association)  and 

"THE  HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS  CHALLENGE  CUP" 

(at  present  held  by  the  Bath  Angling  Association)  and 

THE  "LEWIS  ABBOTT"  CUP  will  be  Competed  for. 

(Open  to  all  Members  of  bonsl'fide  Angling  Clubs  in  the  United  Kingdom.) 

OTHER   PRIZES    CAN    BE    FISHED    FOR   BY   UNATTACHED  ANGLERS. 

ENTRY  FORMS  and  Further  Particulars  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  A.  A.  BARTRAM  &  H.  DOWSETT,  10,  YORK  BUILDINGS,  HASTINGS 

Entries  Close  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  8. 


£5  15s.  6d.  will  bf!  distributed  as  Gratuities  to  the  Boatmen.  10s.  6d.  for  Boatmen  attending  Winner  of  Trophy  5s.  for 
tmen  attending  other  Winners. 
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LOWESTOFT 

for  Sea  Angling. 

THE  LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 

Headquarters— IMPERIAL  HOTEL. 

Frequent  Matches,  Splendid  Prizes. 
Members,  2i.  6d.  per  annum.  Competi- 
tions for  the  Handsome  Jackson  Scott 
Cup,  November  3  and  5;  Final  Match 
on  November  15.  Also  the  Nockolds 
Challenge  Cup  for  aggregate  takes  in 
Matches.  Full  particulars  on  application 
to  Lewis  T.  Johnson,  Hon.  Secretary, 
Harley  House,  Lowestoft. 


THE  IMPERIAL  HOTEL 

(Uiiposite  the  Central  Station  and  in  centre  of 
town), 

Headquarters  of  the 

LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Electric  Light  tliroughont.  Spacious  Winter 
fJarden.  Wine  and  Spirits  of  the  Kinest'Quality 
Special  Terms  to  Anglers.    Tarilf  on  application. 


STHE  YARMOUTH  STORES,  LTD. 

(Late  BRAND). 
The  Old-Established  Fishing  Tackle 
Shop,  near  the  Bridge. 

A  Large,  New,  and  t'p-to-date  Stock  of  every 
description  of  Taclde  for  Sea  and  River  Fishing. 

BAIT   FRESH  DAILY. 

LUG  WORMS,  M.  PER  100. 


R.  WALLER  &  SONS 

Confectioners  &  Wine  Merchants, 
OPPOSITE  PIER  &  YACHT  BASIN. 

Fishing  I'arties  given  s/jecial  attention. 
Price  List  on  application. 


MARINA  THEATRE, 

LOWESTOFT. 

I'he  nctne  of'  modern  comfort  and  ease. 

BOX  OKFICE  : 

Messrs.  Howletts'  Music  Warehouse,  London 
Road  ;  or  Telephone  No.  oi86. 

No  charge  for  Booking.    Patrons'  cycles  stored 
free  of  charge. 
ERNEST  A.   SMITH,  Lessee. 


RICHES  NOCKOLDS,  House  Furnisber, 

T27,  London  Road  and  Mill  Road. 
Large  Stock  of  Modern  and  Antique  Furniture. 
Choice  Specimens  of  Lowestoft  China.  Grand- 
fathers' Clocks,  Books,  Pictures,  and  Engravings. 


Pier  Boarding  Establistiment. 

UNIQUE  POSITION. 
DIRECTLY  FACING  THE  SEA  AND  PIER. 
Close  to  Station. 

Good  Table.   Special  Tariff  lo  Anglers. 

Proprietress — Mes.  W.  SMALL. 


TUTTLE  &  SONS,  LTD.,  ?S  ^io^es. 

BOX  MARCUK. 

TUTTLE  &  SONS,  LTD.,  Grocery  Stores, 

Commercial  Road. 

Ask  for  our  Cash  Grocery  and  Drapery  Price  List. 


r  OWESTOFI',  EAST  COAST.— TO  BE  LE'l 
I  t  FURNISHED,  charming  detached  FAMILY 
RESIDENCE,  standing  on  Cliffs.  Magnificent 
sea  view.  3  reception,  9  bedrooms,  bath 
gaidens,  teiniis  lawns,  stabling,  and  lodge.— 
Apply,  Messrs.  NoTLKY,  Lowestoft. 


TO  ANGLERS. 

Experienced  Boatmen  (Bpeeially  recom 
mended  by  Lowestoft  Correspondent  of  "F.  O."), 

Boats,  Bait,  and  Tackle  provided.    Apply  to 
Stocl<s,  Durrant,  or  James'  Yactit  Basin, 
Lowestoft. 


,  WHERRY  HOTEL, 

OULTON  BROAD,  LOWESTOFT. 

THOMAS  HORNE,  Proprietor. 
Entirely  re-built  and  fitted  with  every  Modern 
Convenience.  Pleasantly  situated  on  the  Ijanks 
of  the  moat  famous  of  the  Norfolk  and  Sulfolk 
Broads.  Every  Accommodation  and  Comfort  for 
Visitors.  Boarding  and  Inclusive  Terms  by 
Arrangement.  Lighted  throughout  by  Elec- 
tricity. A  well-kept  Bowling  Green.  Sailing 
and  liowing  Boats,  Yachts,  and  Thames  Skiffs 
for  Hire.  Grand  Pike  and  Coarse  Fishing.  Head- 
quarters of  the  Waveney  Sailing  Club  and  Oulton 
Broad  Cycling  Club.  A  fine  Billiard  Room 
attached.  TeUphoiu:,  So.  019. 


HASTINGS  FISHING  FESTIVAL. 

MR.  HEWITT,  of  Abbotsford  House, 
4,  Breed's  Place,  member  of  the  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonard's  Angling  Association, 
wishes  to  inform  all  intending  Visitors  to 
the  Festival,  that  he  has  ROOMS  in  the 
above  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT 
situated  on  sea  front,  right  opposite  the 
association  boat  stand  ;  two  minutes  from 
pier,  and  100  yards  from  Headquarters 
of  the  Association.  —  Terms  :  Friday 
Evening  to  Tuesday  Breakfast,  including 
boat  Lunch,  from  25/-  each. 


HASTINGS. 

GILDERSLEEVE  PRIVATE 
HOTEL. 

Telephone  :  No.  0540  Hastings. 
Sea  front.  Near  Queen's  Hotel.  40 
lofty,  airy,  billiard,  smoking,  general 
rooms.  Near  all  amusements.  Prom 
32/6  to  £3  3S.  per  week;  from  6/3 
per  day,  inclusive.  Every  accommodation 
for  gentlemen  and  anglers.  Opposite 
B.  S.  A.  S.  Boats. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  S.  DEVON. 

The  many  visitors  to  the  above  Hotel 
will  be  glad  to  know  that,  through  the 
kindness  of  the  present  owner,  A.  J. 
Knight,  Esq.,  the  fishing  has  been  ex- 
tended until  the  30th  of  November,  which 
is  one  of  the  best  months  for  Pike  Fishing. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY.  HDNTS. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  SERVICE. 

Apply— Donald  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


AN  OLD  FRIEND  IMPROVED. 


TAYLOR'S 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Also  for  Bream,  Tenoli,  Carp,  and  Cluil).  It  is 
always  ready  for  use  1  It  will  not  wash  off  the 
hook  !  It  will  catch  fish  !  In  three  colours  : 
Pink,  White,  and  Yellow. 

Send  for  Sample  Tins  in  Each  Colour 

TO 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 
3d.  Tins  of  Each  Colour,  Post  Free,  1/-. 


Sena  a  Jr'ootoara  for  s  eample  Uard  or  tHe 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Boich     ...      18.  dd.  I     Per  100  yardi. 
Barbel    ...      2*.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      is.  6d.  r  Oreen 
Salmon  ...      is.  6d.  I       on  Boards. 
The  New  "  INVINCIBLH "  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  (ray  than  any  Out  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  Iree.   To  be  had  only  from 

MPAPIII17Q  WHOLESAXA  ANT>  RETAIL 

•  Dafl«'!'J>l  FISKINQ  TACKLE  MAKER. 

St.  Swithina  Sanaro  LIN'mijN 


DEBENHAM,  STORR,  &  SONS,  LIP  > 

AnctioneerSf 

26,  KING  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  W.C., 

Are  including  in  their  Salk  on  Wednes- 
day, NovEMBEB  9,  21  CASES  OF  PRE- 
SERVED FRESH  -  WATER  PISH 
belonging  to  a  well-known  Angler,  in- 
cluding Thames  Trout,  Perch,  Chub, 
Grayling,  Tonch,  Roach,  Pike,  and  other 
specimen  fish.  Catalogues  post  free  on 
application  to  the  Auctioneers. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

BRIMPTON,  near  READING. 


BERKSHIRE  TROUT  FOR  STOCKING. 


Book  early,  for  delivery  in  October  and 
November,  and  secure  the  best  fish. 
Send  post  card  for  prices  to  Managbb. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  IVIerchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


GRAYLING  FISHING. 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
Fekdebic  Hdghes,  Architect,  Worcester. 


TO  TIKE  FISHERMEN. 
H.  JOHNSON'S   Nottingham  -  made 
Pike  Tackle. 

Send  1/6  for  three  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  quality. 
One  Nottingham  Saddle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead, 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  and  one  Nottingham  Sjiin- 
ning  Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  complete.  60  yards  of  very  strong 
Nottingham-made  Pike  Line,  1/9.— 166,  Water- 
way Street,  Nottingham. 


Sample  perpovt 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING, and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 

preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 
At  tiupplied  to  the  Troopt  in  S.  Africa. 
Siploma  awarded,  Fisheriee' 
Exhlbitioru  1883. 
Of  all  BootmakerB,  Stores,  &c. 

Sd.t  8d.a   \l',   1/6   PKK  BOX. 


s  stamps.    FKOTTT.  3S.  Beak  St.,  London.  W. 


MUDIE'S 


LIBRARY 

All  the  BEST  BOOKS  of  TRAVEL, 
SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &c.,  in 

English,  French,  O^rman,  Italian, 
and  Spanish,  are  in  CIBCIJLA- 
TION  and  for  SALE  (either  New 
or  Second-hand). 

Prospectuses  of  the  terms  of  Subscription  In 
lown  or  Country  and  Lists  of  Books  for  Sale  sent 
free  by  post  to  any  address. 


MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 

LIMITED, 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  LONDON; 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAD  S.W. ;  and 

48.  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.G. 
ALSO  AT  BARTON  ARCADE,  MANCHESTER. 


o- Z3  zir  Txr  X.  za  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


FISH  MOUNTING. 

Correct  Shape  and  Colouring  Guaranteed. 

Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Fish  Specialist. 

E.  W.  LITTLE, 

16,  Gt.  Quebec  Street,  Marylebone  Road,  W. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 


Anglers,   Bkllled  oc  onskilled,  should 
seoure  a  oopy  of  my  book: 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisli  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish," 

Price  1/2,  postagre  free. 

My  world-famed  Goxon  "Aerial"  Beels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Hbnby  Cozon,  Walton 
Villa.  West  BridKford.  NottinKham. 


TROUT    &  SAILiIMCON 

HACKLES. 

Reds  ;  Black-Red  ;  Coch-y-Bondhu  ;  Black  ;  Gin- 
ger :  Badger  ;  Olives ;  Whites,  etc.  ;  Brown  ; 
Mallards  ;  Teal  ;  Gallina.  Assortments.  2/9, 
4/6,  7/6,  10/6.— PICKERSGILL,  3],  Rydall  Street, 
Uolbeck,  Leeds. 


THB 

Indian  Spontna  Ctmes. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST.  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPDRTINC  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CXBOULATSS  THROUaHOCT  INDIA,  CETLON 

BuBUAH,  AND  Assam. 
The  Only  niuitarated  Sportuc  Paper  is  the  Xaet 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FOBMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  18».  per 
annum.   Single  copies,  6d.,  post  free,  7d. 

Printed  and  Published  at  'pnoss  of  India  Press, 

Bombay. 

London  Office  :  11,  WhitefriarsSt.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C- 


THE  SPECKLED  BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by  LOUIS  BHEAD. 
16/-  net. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


niiilTligillGEIE 

of  Trout  or  Grayling, 

you  should  try 

the  lovely  celluloidal  fly. 


Made  in  all  sizes. 

Send  2 fa  for  one  dozen 
on  approval. 


A.  GARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

137.  St.  John  Street  Road, 
London,  E.C. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  very  good  since 
last  report.  On  October  29  four  boats,  each  con- 
taining four  anglers,  had  the  foUowTng  takes:  — 
No.  1  boat,  337  ifish  (principally  whiting  and 
gurnard)  ;  No.  2,  302  (including  forty  bream, 
the  remainder  consisting  of  gurnard  principally) ; 
Xo.  3,  201 ;  and  No.  4,  192  fish.  The  two  latter 
takes  consisted  chiefly  of  gurnard.  Pollack  fishers 
had  from  ten  to  twenty  fish — averaging  about 
4lb.,  heaviest  fish  llilb. — to  each  hand-line  daily 
since  Oct.  24.— T.  J.  D. 

BTunham-on-Croucli.  —  About  one  htuidred 
visiting  anglers  were  out  fishing  here  on  Oct.  30, 
but  sport  was  very  poor  for  those  who  arrived  on 
t'aat  day.  Those  who  came  down  overnight  and 
went  out  early  next  morning  had  the  best  of  it. 
3Ir.  and  Mrs.  A.  Abrahams,  out  with  Cooper  in 
the  ferry  hole,  caught  thirty  good  pouting  and 
whiting,  and  another  boat  close  to  them  had  about, 
forty  fish,  but  the  majority  of  the  anglers  that  I 
spoke  to  when  they  came  ashore  said  they  had  not 
ev^en  had  a  bite.  To-day  (Nov.  1)  I  saw  some  nice 
strings  of  dabs  that  were  caught  on  the  ebb  tide, 
hooking ;  there  were  also  a  few  good  whiting  among 
them.  Anglers  who  come  down  on  Nov.  6  will  have 
all  the  ebb  tide. — J.  Weight. 

Sarrynaue  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good. 
On  one  day  four  anglers  had  thirty-seven  bream, 
forty-two  whiting,  and  ninety-four  gurnard  in  about 
four  hours,  and  six  other  anglers  had  forty  pollack. 
Rock  fishing  still  continues,  but  sport  in  this 
department  has  been  slack  lately.  During  the  past 
few  days  angling  has  been  principally  confined  to 
whiting,  and  good  sport  has  been  had,  but  full 
details  are  not  to  hand.— T.  J.  D. 

j)eaL — The  week-end  brought  strong  easterly 
breeze,  with  high  sea,  which  made  the  water  thick 
as  mud,  and  the  few  anglers  that  put  out  on  Oct.  30 
had  very  poor  sport.  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  to- 
day (Wednesday)  weather  more  settled,  and  decent 
sport  obtained  and  fish  running  larger  in  size. 
With  favourable  weather,  I  anticipate  sport  this 
week-end  and  part  of  next,  as  tides  suit  well.  To- 
<lay  (Wednesday,  Nov.  2)  wind  easterly,  light,  water 
in  "fair  condition.  Mr.  Rooke,  out  with  T.  Upton, 
boatman,  took  ten  and  a-half  score  whiting,  decent 
size,  by  his  own  rod. — Edwd.  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

  (the  Pier). — General  results    have  been 

anything  but  satisfactory  from  the  pier  throughout 
the  'past  week,  though  several  good  individual 
'•atches  have  been  made.    The  average  run  of  the 
whiting  nas  been  small,  and  most  of  the  codling 
liave  been  vmder  three  pounds  in  weight,  while 
pollack  have  been  rarely  taken.   On  Oct.  29  Messrs. 
Ruegg,  Burgess,  Miskin,  Seymour,  Tress,  Burton, 
together  with  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens,  fished  all  day 
with  varied  success,  some  securing  four  bags  of 
ccjdling  and  whiting,  and  others  doing  but  little. 
^Ir.  Bertie  Igglesden,  who  arrived  upon  the  scene 
late  in  the  evening,  secured  a  nice  catch  of  codling. 
A  strong  east  wind  prevailed  all  day  on  Oct.  30, 
which  prevented  many  visitors  from  going  afloat,  the 
pier  being  somewhat  crowded  in  consequence,  but 
sport  was  very  poor  during  daylight.    A  contingent 
of  the  Palmerston  Angling  Society,  together  with 
their  secretary,  Mr.  Percy  Vandewell,  held  a  friendly 
competition  on  this  day,  and  though  their  catches 
were  not  worth  bringing  to  the  scales,  one  and  all  of 
them  enjoyed  themselves  after  their  own  hearty 
fashion.    Mr.  Akehurst  had  a  splendid  bag  of  cod- 
ling in  the  evening,  as  did  also  Mr.    and  Mrs. 
Couzens  and  Mr.  Harks,  while  Mr.  Towers  and  Mr. 
Ruegg  each  did  well.    On  Oct.  31  Major  Seymour 
and  Dr.  Snell  found  the  whiting  well  on  the  feed 
upon   the    early    morning   tide,   but    later  in 
the    day    some    twenty  -  seven    anglers  made 
poor    returns,    though    Mr.    and    Mrs.  Edgar 
secured  a  handsome  basket  of    fish.    The  night 
pier  fishing  did  not  average  well,  but  included 
several  conger  and  large  codling.    Mr.  Fuller,  Mr. 
Band,  Mr.  Larkman,    Mr.   Percy  Baum,  Mr.  H. 
Baker,  Mr.  D.  Baker,  Rev.  DoUond,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Toulson,  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Wolff,  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Brooks,  and  Miss  La  Thangue  each  secured  a  few 
on  Nov.  1,  Mr,  Baum  including  a  few  good  dabs  in 
his  day's  take,  and  many  of  the  whiting  captured 
were  of  good  size  and  in  splendid  condition,  the 
heaviest  one  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mrs.  Wolff.  Whiting 
came  to  hand  much  more  freely  on  Nov.  2,  but  cod- 
ling were  not  in  evidence  in  any  numbers  ;  and  Mr. 
Larkman,  Mr.  Makin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toulson,  and  a 
few  others  made  excellent  bags  upon  the  ebb  tide. 
—J.  RiCUABDSON  (B.S.A.S.) 

Hastinga. — Fish  still  plentiful.  Match,  Nov.  2. 
Eastbourne  v.  Hastings — five  aside.  Hastings  A. A., 
621b.  ;  flastboume,  451b.  2oz.  Seventeen  members 
out  on  Nov.  2  in  club  competition.  Three  hours' 
fishing  weighed  in  ju.st  over  2cwt.  of  fish.  Piers 
and  harbour  doing  fairly  well ;  a  nice  few  codling 
about.    Entries  for  our  festival  close  on  Nov.  8. — 

H.  DOWSKTT. 


Lowestoft. — Sport  becomes  better  day  by  day, 
tlie  takes  from  the  Claremont  Pier  and  from  boats 
in  the  roads  being  simply  splendid.    The  whiting 
this  year  are  larger  than  we  have  had  for  years  past, 
and  an  angler  would  be  indeed  hard  to  please  if  not 
satisfied  with  his  catches.    Now  is  the  time  for  an 
angler  living  inland  to  pay  us  a  visit.    The  weather 
is  grand,  fish,  and  big  ones,  too,  are  to  be  had  in  any 
number,  and  last  but  not  least  fog  is  conspicuous 
by  its  absence.     The  ladies'  match  promoted  by 
the  Lowestoft  Sea  Anglers'  Society  on  Oct.  28  was 
a  great  success,  ideal  weather  prevailing,  and  the 
fish  were  fairly  on  the  feed.    The  prize-winners 
were  as  follows :  Mrs.  J.  Curtin,  1st,  with  91b.  7Joz. ; 
Miss  Ellis  (of  Yarmouth),  second,  with  81b.  13|oz. ; 
and  Mrs.  Eastaugh,  81b.  8oz.    Oct.  29  was  another 
match  day  for  the  Nockolds  Cup,  but  the  wind 
having  got  up  from  the  N.E.  with  a  heavy  sea  run- 
ning, the  competitors  had  anything  but  a  pleasant 
time,  it  being  almost  impossible  to  feel  the  bites,  and 
those  fishing  facing  the  wind  were  not  to  be  envied. 
As  I  happened  to  be  one  of  the  latter  I  speak 
feelingly.    Prizes  were  taken  as  follows  :  E.  Hughes, 
J.  Miles,  T.M.  AUerton,  — Wigg,  —Ellis,  A.  G.  Emms, 
F.  A.  Leighton,  and  J.  Crowe.    On  Oct.  30  the 
cod  came  in  with  a  rush,  twenty -two  being  taken 
during  the  day  from  91b.  7oz.  downwards,  and  on 
Oct.  31a  beauty  of  171b.  was  caught  by  Mr.  Seago, 
of   Beccles.    This  fish  was  foul  hooked  in  the 
middle  of  the  stomach  and  gave  some  excitement. 
Anglers  in  the  roads  have  had  fine  times,  plenty 
taking  nine  to  ten  score  of  fine  fish.  Boatman 
Stocks  with  patron  had  over  twelve  score  and  a 
cod  of  101b.    Stocks  was  also  successful  in  placing 
the  first  three  in  the  recent  sea-aneling  match  of 
the  Norwich  Club.    Mr.  Martin,  with  3741b.,  Mr. 
Bishop,  28ilb.,  and  Mr.  Stockings,  24Jlb.    This  is 
the  second  time  this  season  that  this  trio  have  taken 
the  best  prizes.    Stocks  also  placed  Messrs.  Chadd 
and  Waller  first  and  second  in  our  boat  competi- 
tion.   The  Jackson-Scott  Cup  preliminary  matches 
are  to  be  held  to-morrow  (Thursday)  and  Saturday. 
The  final  is  fixed  for  Nov.  15,  when  the  first  twenty 
out  of  the  Thursday  and  Saturday's  teams  will 
compete  for  thirty-nine  prizes  and  the  handsome 
cup,  which  is  to  be  won  outright.    Record  of  fish 
on  the  Claremont  Pier  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  2  : 
7332  whiting,  sixty-six  cod,  121  dabs,  two  soles, 
and  a  salmon  trout.    The  return  match  with  the 
Great  Yarmouth  and  Gorleston  Sea  Angling  Club 
is  being  fished  off  to-day  (Nov.  2)  for  the  handsome 
challenge  cup  presented  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
Britannia  Pier,  Yarmouth.    Sea  calm,  but  plenty 
of  fish  about.    Lowestoft  is  apparently  leading. 
Result  of  the  inter-club  match — Yarmouth  won 
by  lib.  weight  in  the  two  matches  ;  a  very  close 
finish.— H.  L.  F. 

Fensauce. — Whiffing  for  pollack  good  sport. 
Mr.  Henry  Way,  one  catch,  ninety-three ;  Mr. 
A.  N.  Lowey,  one  catch,  thirty-foxir,  average 
weight  3|^lb.  Ground  fishing. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pool, 
of  Birmingham,  one  catch,  eight  conger,  three 
whiting,  two  nibs,  thirty  sploshers,  one  cod,  seven 
pouting,  one  pollack,  one  spider  crab,  one  scad,  one 
skate  ;  Captain  Barnicoat  and  self,  one  catch,  four 
pollack  (two  141b.  and  15lb.  each  respectively),  ten 
conger  (one  201b.),  and  about  ten  various.  Other 
boats  fair  catches. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate. — The  fishing  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week  was  good,  but  a  sharp  easterly  wind  spoilt 
the  week-end.  On  Oct.  27,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradfield 
had  for  about  two  hours'  fishing  seven  score  of 
whiting.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Tanton  took  from 
the  steamer  landing  stage  two  nice  congers  of  about 
51b.  each.  On  Oct.  28,  a  good  many  boats  were 
out,  and  returned  with  about  an  average  of  twelve 
score  of  whiting  fand  some  codling  per  boat.  On 
Oct.  31,  Mr.  David  Pine  had  a  good  show  of  codling 
and  dabs  for  a  short  outing.  The  piers  have  fished 
well  after  dusk,  fifty  to  sixty  whiting  per  rod  being 
about  the  run.  Mr.  Laker  has  had  several  bass,  but 
nothing  of  any  size.  Weather  now  more  settled. 
The  week-end  fishing  should  be  good  on  the  better 
tides,  strong  winds  excepted. — Gbey  Mullete. 

Southampton  Water. — Sea  fishing  has  been  in 
full  swing  again  during  the  past  week,  and  capital 
sport  obtained.  By  all  accounts  this  season,  so  far, 
has  been  the  best  we  have  had  for  many  years. 
Plenty  of  anglers  and,  in  most  cases,  plenty  of  fish. 
A  party  of  youngsters  and  one  of  the  masters  of 
Handel  College,  went  out  on  Monday  and  returned 
laden  with  whiting  and  pout,  the  total  being 
seventeen  dozen.  A  customer  told  me  he 
had  been  down  the  river  fishing  along  with 
a  friend.  Both  fished  with  two  hand-lines 
apiece.  He  caught  eighty-one  fish,  and  his  chum 
caught  two — he  on  one  side  of  the  boat  and  his 
friend  the  other.  Result,  he  had  another  lot  of 
hooks  same  as  last.  I  won't  say  what  kind  of  hooks, 
in  case  it  looks  too  much  like  a  free  ad.  There  is 
no  doubt  a  great  deal  of  skill  is  required  to  hook 
every  fish  that  bites,  and  with  certain  hooks  one  is 


better  able  to  do  this.    The  weatherlremains  mild, 
and  ideal  for  boat  angling. — Ape  Apes  (B.S.A.S. ). 

Southwold. — The  conditions  for  pier  fishig  haven 
not  favoured  sport  since  I  last  wrote,  and  the 
prospects  I  then  predicted  have  not  been  fulfilled. 
I  cannot  do  better,  I  think,  than  enclose  the  short 
notice  which  appears  to-day  in  the  local  paper,  and 
which  correctly  describes  matters   here.      "  Sea 
angling  from  the  pier  at  this  once  popular  East 
Coast   resort  (writes  a   correspondent)  has  this 
year    proved,    so    far,   almost    a    dead  failure 
For  reasons  impossible  to   ascertain,   with  the 
exception    of    a    fair    supply    of  decent-sized 
whiting  a  week  ago,  expectant  hopes  of  good 
sport    have    been    doomed    to  disappointment. 
Visitors  hoping  for  good-sized  bags  of  whiting  and 
codling  have  waited  until  they  could   wait  no 
longer,  and  returned  to  town  disgusted  with  this 
year's  sea  harvest,  from  the  rod  and  line  point  of 
view.  Codling  usually  make  their  appearance  much 
earlier,  and  some  were  caught  last  year  in  Septem- 
ber, but  up  to  the  present,  some  three  only  of  quite 
ordinary  size  have  been  taken,  and  these  within  the 
last  two  or  three  days.    There  appears  to  be  a  fair 
quantity  of  dabs,  but  these  are  mostly  very  small 
in  size.    With  the  exception  before  referred  to,  few 
whiting  have  been  caught  in  comparison  with 
former  years.    The  dearth  of  sport  is  as  remarkable 
as  it  is  unaccountable,  and  naturally  has  proved  a 
source  of  much  disappointment  to  all  those  who 
indulge  in  pier  fishing  at  Southwold  during  the 
autumn.    Whether  the  fishing  will  improve  remains 
to  be  seen,  but  the  prospects  are  by  no  means 
bright,  and  the  local  professional  fishermen  appear 
to  agree  that  nothing  like  the  number  of  cod  are 
caught  at  Southwold  as  was  the  case  some  few  year.s 
since."    The  codling  mentioned  (three)  weighed 
6Jlb.,6ilb.,and7ilb.— L.  B.  Wbightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southwold. — ^The  weather  now  seems  to  have 
settled  down,  and  anglers  may  expect  some  good 
sport.  The  catches  from  the  Southwold  Pier  are 
principally  cod,  whiting  and  dabs,  and  several  cod 
have  been  taken  diiring  the  week  weighing  up  to 
81b.,  while  bags  of  whiting  for  the  day's  fishing  have 
counted  up  to  two  score.  The  heaviest  whiting 
taken  up  to  date  weighed  lib.  8oz.  The  sprat 
season  is  now  daily  expected  to  commence,  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  this  will  considerably  augment 
the  sport.  Anglers  will  find  every  accommodation 
for  their  convenience  on  the  new  pier,  and  arrange- 
ments are  being  made  whereby,  for  a  small  charge, 
their  rods  and  tackle  may  be  left  in  charge  of  the 
official.  The  proprietors  of  the  pier  have  an- 
nounced their  intention  of  presenting  an  annual 
fishing  ticket  for  the  heaviest  cod  and  whiting 
respectively  taken  during  the  season. — A.  B.  C. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Cbipplegate  Institute,  Golden  Lane, 
Barbican,  E.G. 
I  am  pleased  to  report  that  in  reply  to  the 
application  made  by  the  Anglers'  Association,  the 
Great  Western  Railway  have  revised  the  anglers' 
fares  to  certain  of  their  stations  as  follows : — ■ 

Padding-  Westbourne'  West 


ton. 

Park. 

Acton. 

Ealing. 

Ealing 

West  Drayton 

1/2 

1/1 

1/3 

1/3 

1/0 

1/0 

Colnbrook    . . . 

1/6 

1/5 

1/2 

1/0 

Staines  

1/7 

1/5 

Cookham   

2/6 

2/6 

Bourne  End. . . 

2/6 

2/6 

2/6 

2/10 

2/10 

2/7 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
next,  Nov.  7,  at  8.30  p.m.— R.  G.  Woodruff,  Sec. , 


Acton  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  sea  competition  at  Brighton  on  Oct.  30 
resulted  as  follows : — 1st,  W.  Howell ;  2nd,  B. 
Babbs  ;  3rd,  J.  Blake.  W.  Howell,  fishing  private 
water  near  Uxbridge  last  week,  had  a  splenditl 
catch  of  roach  and  chub  one  day,  411b. ;  weighed  at 
club  house,  George  and  Dragon,  several  roach  over 
lib.,  chub  3ilb.— W.  Howell. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
On  Oct.  26  Mr.  E.  Blagravo  presided.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  the  usual  Christmas  outing  and 
competition  in  the  Harefield  portion  of  the  society's 
water  early  in  December.  Two  gentlemen  pre- 
viously proposed  for  membership  were  balloted  for 
and  elected.  On  Nov.  16  Mr.  Armitage  will  read  a 
paper  entitled,  "Some  Anglers  I  Have  Met,"  to  be 
followed  by  a  concert.  As  to  fishing  results,  Messrs. 
Goble  and  WUkins  had  some  fair  samples  of  roach 
and  dace  from  Harefield  this  last  week-end,  and 
Mr.  Barnes,  when  fishing  for  roach  in  Harefield 
mill-pool,  landed  a  trout  of  over  3lb.,  which,  after 
giving  good  sport  on  a  tight  line,  was  carefully 
returned;  he  also  had  a  chub  of  2lb.  6oz.  Three 
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New  Work  by  an  Old  Publisher.  NOW  READYm, 

AFTER  WORK: 

Fragments  from  the  Workshop  of  an  Old  Publisher 
By  EDWARD   MARSTON,  F.R.G.S. 

("THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER.") 

With  25  full-page  plates.       Medium  8vo.,  10 j-  net  (postage  5d.). 

SHORT    EXTRACTS   FROM   THIRTY   LONG  REVIEWS. 


THE  TIMES. 

"An  extremely  modest  record  of  a  long  life  .  .  .  and  it  is  characterised  not 
only  by  modesty,  but  also  by  the  mitis  sapicntia  of  a  just  and  successful  man  of 
business.  .  .  .  The  spirit  in  wliich  it  is  written,  and  its  literary  ability — which 
the  author  himself  undervalues — will  ensure  it  a  welcome." 

DAILY  CHRONICLE. 

"  Humour  and  pathos,  observation  and  reflection,  anecdote  and  story — 
Mr.  Marston's  memories  are  stored  with  these.  .  .  .  What  is  the  real  charm 
of  autobiography  ?  Perhaps  it  is  to  remain  natural  and  human  in  print,  and  these 
pages  have  the  touch  and  picturesqueness  of  ]Mr.  Marston  as  a  personality.  .  .  , 
It  is  good  to  have  lived  a  boolj  like  this  and  written  it,  and  whoever  loves  litera- 
ture, and  regards  a  man,  will  bo  the  better  and  wiser  for  reading  it." 

THE  ATHEN>EUM. 

"These  Fragments,  which  Mr.  Marston  has  put  forth  with  so  much  modesty, 
are  full  of  interest  .  .  .  and  last  of  all  of  the  author  to  whom  we  owe  this  delight- 
ful book." 

STANDARD. 

"Mr.  Marston  has  known  intimately  many  celebrated  authors,  and  has 
encountered  travellers,  men  of  science,  philanthropists,  and  other  conditions  of 
men.  They  have  impressed  themselves  on  a  strong  memory,  and  the  result  is 
well  worth  reading.  .  .  .  Mr.  Marston's  animated  pages  touch  upon  other  matters 
besides  the  making  and  producing  of  books.  We  get  an  occasional  glimpse  of  him 
as  an  angler,  &c." 

THE  DAILY  NEWS. 

"  Mr.  Marston  gathers  up  memories  of  that  prolonged  experience  (sixty-five 
years)  in  association  with  books  and  authors  from  the  England  of  the  twenties- 
remote  and  far  away.  The  work  concludes  with  a  very  pleasant  account  of  the 
passing  of  the  Queen,  and  with  a  last  word  in  which  the  author,  facing  the 
future,  protests  his  firm  adherence  to  the  Christian  faith." 

TO-DAY. 

"A  book  of  extraordinary  interest  that  was  worth  writing  and  is  certainly 
worth  reading." 

THE  DAILY  MAIL. 

"  Mr.  Marston,  who  will  be  eighty  next  year,  has  written  these  reminiscences 
in  the  form  of  rough  notes  of  the  eight  decades  in  which  he  has  lived,  and  has 
not,  we  are  quite  sure,  by  any  means  exhausted  the  interest  of  the  material  at 
his  disposal.    But  even  these  rough  notes  are  full  of  good  reading." 

THE  DAILY  EXPRESS. 

"A  most  interesting  volume  of  autobiography  and  reminiscence.  .  .  .  Aided  by 
a  strong  memory,  a  ripe  experience  of  his  subject,  a  power  to  appreciate  the 
humour  and  pathos  which  ever  come  into  the  work  of  a  great  publishing  firm, 
a  keen  faculty  of  observation,  and  knowledge  of  how  to  tell  a  story,  Mr.  Marston 
has  succeeded  in  producing  a  work  which  every  book-lover  should  read." 

BRITISH  WEEKLY. 

"  A  warm  welcome  is  due  to  Mr.  Edward  Marston's  Reminiscences  .  .  .  for  a 
large  portion  of  this  time  he  has  been  in  the  very  heart  of  things.  ...  It  is  a 
most  pleasing  and  satisfactory  memorial  of  a  distinguished  and  honourable  career." 

THE  GRAPHIC. 

"  Mr.  Marston  takes  his  leisure  apparently  after  the  manner  of  the  British 
blue-jacket — '  he  knocks  off  work  and  carries  plank.'  .  .  .  The  book  is  sure 
of  a  hearty  welcome." 

T.P.'S  WEEKLY. 

"  These  '  fragments,' scattered  over  so  many  decades,  deal  with  some  of  the 
most  interesting  figures  in  the  England  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  they  show 
over  and  over  again  that  Mr.  Marston  was  not  only  their  publisher,  but  their 
esteemed  friend." 

ST.  JAMES'S  GAZETTE. 

"  It  is  a  shock  to  certain  established  notions  to  read  Mr.  Marston's  pages. 
Certainly,  Barabbas  &  Co.  live  in  a  very  different  street.  Here  is  a  publisher 
who  confesses  to  having  had  dealings  with  eight  or  ten  thousand  authors,  and 
who  seems  to  have  enjoyed  with  most  of  them  a  friendship  which,  in  the  case  of 
Stanley  and  Blackmore  and  some  others,  amounted  to  intimacy  of  the  closest 
kind.  ...  It  is  an  interesting  record  of  times  when  publishing  was  a  more 
leisurely  and  possibly  more  dignified  business  than  it  is  now." 

THE  QUEEN. 

"  One  of  the  best  books  of  reminiscences  of  the  year." 

THE  FIELD. 

"Mr.  Edward  Marston,  for  much  more  than  half-a-century  an  honoured 
name  among  publishers,  gives  us  '  Fragments  from  his  Workshop.'  '.  .  . 
There  are  thousands  of  good  fishermen  who  know  him  as  '  The  Amateur  Angler.' 
.  .  .  Indeed  it  is  all  interesting  and  a  valuable  addition  to  the  history  of  modern 
literature." 


PALL  MALL  GAZETTE. 

"  In  his  justly  treasured  correspondence  there  are  to  be  found  such  assurances 
of  regard  and  friendship  from  the  foremost  writers  of  the  Victorian  era  as  must 
tinge  with  the  highest  .satisfaction  the  retrospect  of  a  tranquil  retirement." 

THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC. 

"  If  friendships  can  compensate  for  losses  of  this  sort,  Mr.  Marston  has  bean 
happy  indeed,  for  the  story  of  his  long  connection  with  Blackmore  and  Black, 
Fred  Burnaby,  and  H.  M.  Stanley,  and  a  host  of  other  famous  men  whose  books 
he  published,  tells,  in  their  own  words,  how  deep  was  their  personal  attachment 
to  him.  '  If  ever  an  author  has  reason  to  speak  well  of  his  publisher,'  writes 
Mr.  W.  Clark  Russell,  in  one  of  the  most  generous  tributes  that  any  publisher 
can  ever  have  received  from  an  author,  '  I  am  the  man.'  .  ,  .  There  is  an  un- 
assuming literary  charm  about  his  book,  too,  which  fishermen  have  learned  to 
expect  from  '  The  Amateur  Angler.'  " 

LIVERPOOL  COURIER. 

"After  an  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Edward  Marston's  most  interesting  book, 
one  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  xiublishers  are  a  maligned  race.  .  .  .  These 
quotations  will  give  an  indication  of  the  wealth  of  memories  contained  in  the 
reminiscences  of  this  octogenarian  publisher  .  .  .  this  fascinating  volume." 

THE  SHEFFIELD  DAILY  TELEGRAPH. 

"'After  Work'  is  a  highly  interesting  volume,  and  in  many  respects  it 
is  unique.  We  anticipate  for  it  an  honoured  place  in  many  a  carefully 
stocked  library." 

GLASGOW  HERALD. 

"  From  almost  any  source  such  a  record  would  be  valuable,  and  when  it 
comes,  as  in  the  present  case,  from  one  who  for  nearly  fifty  years  has  been 
a  leading  partner  in  the  well-known  firm,  and  who  has  already  shown  himself 
thoroughly  competent  to  wield  the  pen  on  his  own  account,  it  is  certain  to  be 
welcomed  by  that  increasing  public  which  wishes  to  learn  as  milch  as  it  can 
about  books  and  about  their  authors." 

THE  WORLD. 

"  A  work  of  quite  exceptional  interest.  .  .  .  Those  who  know  his  Dovedale 
Books  have  discovered  the  poetic  and  the  humorous  sides  of  the  doyen  of  the 
publishing  frtudiuity.  .  .  .  We  find  his  business  side,  his  faculty  of  observation, 
and  his  gift  of  winning  and  holding  friendships ;  these  revealed,  too,  with  straight- 
forward simpleness  and  freshness  of  style.  There  are  charming  glimpses  of  the 
old  world  in  the  chapter  concerning  the  author's  boyhood,  school  daj's,  &c." 

NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

"While  engaged  for  sixty-five  years  in  the  business  of  publishing  and  book- 
selling, Mr.  ]\Iarston  has  found  time  to  become  a  successful  as  well  as  a  fairly 
voluminoi^s  author." 

THE   LITERARY  WORLD. 

"  Containing  precious  memories  of  many  eminent  literary  men,  besides  much 
of  more  general  interest.    Our  feelings  are  all  of  gratitude  to  the  writer." 

THE  OUTLOOK. 

"  His  work  is  an  agreeable  memento  of  a  worthy  and  laborious  career." 

ABERDEEN    FREE  PRESS. 

"  It  is  a  delightful  book,  to  which  but  imperfect  justice  can  be  done  by  the 
usual  methods  of  characterisation  and  moderate  sampling.  It  requires  to  be 
read,  and  repays  the  reading." 

THE   MANCHESTER  COURIER. 

"It  is  the  production  of  a  good  heart,  a  sound  intellect,  and  a  well-balanced 
judgment." 

WORK  OF  THE  WORLD. 

"  Mr.  Marston  seems  by  no  means  to  have  exhausted  the  rich  storehouse  of 
his  recollections,  and  we  hope  the  book-buying  public  will  so  generously 
welcome  this  volume  as  to  encourage  another." 

THE   DUNDEE  ADVERTISER. 

"  Told  in  a  simple  and  attractive  manner  which  fascinates  the  reader." 

NORTH  MAIL. 

"  So  these  delightful  reminiscences  run  on,  taking  the  reader  behind  the 
scenes  of  the  making  of  many  of  the  most  famous  books  of  the  Victorian  era." 

NEWCASTLE  CHRONICLE. 

"  Mr.  Marston  has  occupied  such  part  of  his  leisure  as  could  be  spared  from 
the  trout  streams  in  the  production  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  recently 
issued  books." 

THE  PUBLISHERS'  CIRCULAR. 

"  It  is  thoroughly  enjoyable  from  beginning  to  end." 


LONDON :  WILLIAM  HEINEMANN,  20  and  21,  Bedford  Street. 

NEW  YORK:  CHARLES  SCRIBNER'S  SONS,  153  to  157,  Fifth  Avenue, 
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nice  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  mill-pool  since 
Oct.  1,  besides  several  small  ones  during  the  past 
season,  all  of  which  were  put  back — certainly  an 
encouraging  sign  that  these  fish  are  increasing. 
The  weeds  have  recently  been  cut  in  a  portion  of 
the  society's  water  at  Harefield. — E.  B. 

Bresty  AifGLEKS'  Association. 
The  prize  distribution  and  concert  re  the  Bumham 
on-Crouch  competition  took  place  on  Oct.  31  at 
the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars,  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  Wade,  of  the  Central  Association, 
in  the  absence  of  our  president.  Councillor  Shepherd, 
who  was  unable  to  attend.  During  the  evening  the 
chairman  stated  that  the  association  were  making 
arrangements  for  a  number  of  these  competitions 
to  take  place  monthly.  The  next  is  fixed  for  the 
latter  part  of  November,  when  further  particulars 
will  be  aimounced. — G.  B.  Buxlock,  Sec. 

British  Sea  Axglehs'  Society. 
On  Wednesday  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  occupied  the 
chair.  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretarj%  read  a  letter 
from  the  Mayor  of  Hull,  Mr.  Wm.  Jarman,  acknow- 
ledgina:  receipt  of  copy  of  resolution  of  sympathy 
with  the  sufferers  from  the  Russian  outrage  on  the 
Hull  fishing  fleet,  and  saying  that  it  had  been  much 
appreciated.  Repoits  from  members  and  ,  agents 
.  f  the  fishing  on  the  East  Coast  indicated  normal 
-port  only.  Herring  and  sprats  being  late  in  their 
coming  in  any  quantity,  the  signs  were  not 
lacking  of  their  speedy  advent.  An  interesting 
point  was  raised  by  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  of  Deal, 
who  in  a  lengthy  and  well-written  letter  called 
attention  to  the  very  high  sea  temperature  of  the 
past  week,  as  taken  daily  on  the  shore  and  at  the 
pier  head.  On  Monday  it  was  at  the  latter  place 
51'2  F.,  and  on  Tuesday  52-1.  At  this  season 
the  normal  temperature  is  not  usually  more  than 
46deg.  to  48deg.  He  urged  the  strong  probability 
of  this  being  the  cause  of  late  appearance  of  the 
fish  food  now  overdue.  Pier  fishing  reported  as 
satisfactory.  Whiting  reappeared  in  the  bay, 
having  moved  north  again.  South  Coast. — Fair 
sport  at  Seaford,  Parkstone  (Dorset) ;  no  heavy 
takes.  To  the  westward. — Good  at  the  Lizard,  only 
fair  at  Penzance.  West  Coast. — Only  fair,  and  no 
reports  from  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Members'  ex- 
periences during  the  week  were  numerous,  but  not 
remarkable.  A  discussion  was  raised  by  Mr.  Read 
Clarke  upon  some  details  in  connection  with  the 
November  competition  at  Deal,  but  the  members 
expressed  the  opinion  that  such  matters  were  best 
left  in  the  hands  of  their  managing  committee. 
Mr.  T.  E.  Cundy  explained  why  he  was  unable  to 
read  the  proposed  paper  upon  the  "  Reproduction 
of  Fish,"  a  pleasure,  he  trusted,  only  deferred,  and 
proceeded  to  open,  mva  voce,  the  substituted 
s\ibject  of  "  Boats  L'sed  in  Sea  Angling,"  urging 
the  importance  to  the  sea  angler  of  a  knowledge 
of  the  suitableness  of  the  various  types  of  boat 
for  different  purposes  and  varying  localities, 
the  proper  selection  having  a  very  material  effect 
upon  the  result  of  the  day's  sport.  Sufficient  know- 
ledge to  effect  this  was,  he  said,  not  difiicult  of 
acquirement,  and  as  many  members,  residents  on 
the  coast,  were  acquiring  boats  of  their  own,  he 
thought  the  society  should  give  special  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  accumulate  plans  and  specifica- 
tions of  their  various  types,  with  reports  from 
members  of  the  results.  It  was  only  by  carefully  re- 
cording results  that  certain  progress  was  obtainable. 
While  admitting  that  the  great  variation  in  type  of 
boat  to  be  found  in  visiting  different  paits  of  the 
coast  resulted,  and  properly  so,  from  the  varying 
duties  it  had  to  perform  in  lotalities  differing 
materially  from  one  another,  he  urged  that  for  sea 
angling  purpo.ses  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  con- 
sider separately  the  beach  boat  and  the  harbour 
lioat.  For  both  there  were  only  three  modes  of 
'  onstruction ;  they  would  always  be  found  to  be 
ither  clench,  carvel,  or  diagonal  built,  and  he 
xplained  the  nature  of  each  and  its  advantages 
■ind  disadvantages,  the  facility  of  upkeep  and  repair. 
The  beach  boat  should  be  clench  or  diagonal, 
l)Ut  for  the  harbour  boat  he  strongly  recommended 
-irvel  building.  The  difficulty  in  beach  boats  was 
)  secure  at  the  same  time  lightness  and  strength, 
-i  beaching  with  any  sea  on  tried  the  boat  very 
luch.  The  choice  of  shape  was  also  much  re- 
'ricted,  as  she  must  have  a  shallow  draft,  and 
iri-soquently  a  flat  floor  to  enable  her  to  carry 
i.»:edful  weights  with  requisite  stability.  Now 
this  form  of  boat  rendered  efficiency  under  canvas 
nearly  unobtainable.  Turning  to  windward  with- 
out a  hold  on  the  water  could  not  be  well 
done,  and  centre  and  lea  boards,  and  other 
irtificial  means  of  securing  weathcrliness,  were 
'  inconvenient  in  a  beaching  boat  that  they 
vcre  far  better  left  alone.  A  light  mast  and  small 
-landing,  or  a  balance  lug,  would  enable  them  to 
run  or  reach,  and  the  ahisence  of  standing  rigging 
and  simplicity  of  gear  wa«  invaluable  to  the  fisher- 
man.   But  they  must  row  well  and  stand  up — a 


flat  floor  and  fine,  but  not  too  fine,  lines  forward 
and  aft  would  secure  this.  He  recommended  a 
boat  not  under  12ft.  in  length,  not  too  tubby,  or 
it  would  not  keep  way,  or  in  rowing  a  very  necessary 
requirement  for  beaching  with  any  sea  on. 
13ft.  Gin.  by  4ft.  Gin.  he  had  found  excellent  gar- 
board  and  four  lower  strakes  of  ash.  The  rest  fir, 
and  top  streak  and  thwarts  of  mahogany  for 
appearance.  £1  a  foot  was  enough  to  pay, 
and  the  yacht  builder  built  the  best  boats. 
Descriptions  of  boats  he  had  used  and  their 
fittings  were  given  ;  many  useful  directions  in 
the  handling,  anchoring,  and  especially  in  the 
beaching  of  such  boats  followed — always  keep  good 
way  on  them  and  a  look-out  in  time  for  the  coming 
in  of  the  swell,  often  before  the  wind  rose, 
was  strongly  urged.  Get  hauled  up  sharp  and 
run  no  risks  on  a  beach.  For  a  harbour  boat 
a  different  type  was  used.  Lying  on  mud  in 
safety,  it  was  here  possible  to  secure  the  depth 
requisite  for  going  to  windward  under  sail,  and 
a  heavier  and  stronger  boat  could  be  built,  one 
that  could  keep  the  sea  in  any  weather,  short 
of  a  gale,  and  make  her  passage  home  with  reason- 
able certainty.  Fishing  grounds  at  a  distance  could 
be  reached,  and  the  area  of  space  much  extended. 
A  draft  of  water  of  not  less  than  4ft.  was  recom- 
mended, IGft.  to  18ft.  of  length,  and  a  fair  beam. 
As  a  design,  that  of  the  Jersey  boat  he  had  found 
the  most  satisfactory.  Carvel  built,  square  sloping 
stern,  and  fair  overhanging  of  bow ;  three-pole 
masts  without  rigging,  with  a  narrow  gaffheaded 
sail  to  each  ;  pole  bowsprit,  with  tack  of  jib  lashed 
to  the  end ;  no  cleets  in  the  boat,  halyards 
hitched  on  the  tholepins  in  thwarts.  Tholepins 
for  oars,  ballast,  partly  iron,  internal,  and  partly 
shingle  in  bags,  and  plenty  of  it.  They  would  sail 
under  foresail  only,  the  other  masts  being  easily 
unstepped  and  boated.  These  boats  were  safe, 
powerful,  and  efficient,  and  easily  handled.  Inter- 
spersed with  these  remarks  were  instructions, 
cautions,  and  experiences  innumerable.  They  were 
received  with  applause.  Mr.  Edwards  gave  a 
description  of  his  boat  at  Deal,  a  most  successful 
and  well  used  one.  He  preferred  the  rig  of 
dipping  lug  and  mizzen  for  its  power,  but 
admitted  that  only  a  skilled  sailor,  or  a  boat 
sailor,  should  ever  be  allowed  to  handle  it — • 
illustrating  the  danger  of  being  caught  aback,  and 
of  gybing  in  running  ;  a  fore  and  aft  rig  was  easy, 
but  did  not  give  the  requisite  power  in  a  small  boat. 
Mr.  Arthur  James  followed  in  an  excellent  speech, 
showing  much  acquaintance  with  his  subject, 
recommending  the  yacht  dingy  as  the  best  form  of 
beach  boat.  The  catamaran,  he  urged,  was  an 
ideal  form.  He  had  seen  a  boy  fishing  from  one 
quite  coolly  150  miles  off  Colombo.  Mr.  Bates, 
Mr.  George  Read  Clarke,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  and 
others  added  remarks  and  experiences,  and  the 
meeting  closed  with  votes  of  thanks  to  opener  and 
chairman.  A  paper  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Gear  was 
announced  for  next  Wednesday,  subject,  "  Some 
Notes  upon  Preparing  Casts  for  Specimen  Fish." — • 
H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

There  was  a  very  good  attendance  at  the  meeting 
(presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb)  at  Broad-street 
Restaurant,  E.G.,  on  Tuesday  last.  As  usual  there 
was  a  nice  show  of  fish — Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  from  War- 
grave,  having  several  good  chub,  and  Mr.  Canton 
some  capital  percVi  and  roach,  sample  of  a  con- 
siderable catch  from  private  water.  Other  fishing 
results  were: — Mr.  Davison,  from  Staines,  barbel, 
chub,  roach,  and  dace ;  Mr.  Higgs,  from  Shiplake, 
roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Thompson  and  Dr.  Ladell, 
off  Ramsgate,  whiting  and  cod ;  Mr.  Snare,  perch, 
chub,  and  jack,  the  latter  up  to  9lb.  or  so;  Mr., 
Mrs.,  and  Miss  Wolff  have  had  nice  takes  of  whiting 
at  Deal,  whilst  Mr.  Vincent,  at  Leigh,  repotted  good 
flounders  and  plaice.  Two  nice  volumes  were  pre- 
sented to  the  library  by  Mr.  Davison,  a  useful  book 
being  also  presented  by  Mr.  Bentley,  both  donors 
being  coidially  thanked.  Two  gentlemen  were 
nominated  for  membership ;  ballot,  Nov.  15.  A  very 
interesting  paper  from  many — including  anglers' — 
points  of  view  was  read  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  upon  the 
proposed  "  barrage"  of  tiie  Thames.  .  The  subject 
was  treated  in  a  very  capable  way,  the  paper 
being  listened  to  with  great  attention.  After  much 
appreciative  comment  and  discussion,  a  heaity  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  author,  who  kindly 
presented  a  copy  to  the  library.  There  will  be  aia 
outing  to  Burnham-on-Crouch  on  Friday,  Nov.  18, 
and  gentlemen  wishing  to  join  are  requested  to 
communicate  with  E.  P.  Beamont,  46,  Lordship  Park, 
Stoke  Newington,  N.,  who  has  kindly  consented  to 
look  after  the  necessary  arrangements.  The  usual 
C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of*  thanks  to  the 
chairman  terminated  the  proceedings.  It  was 
notified  that  Tuesday,  Nov.  15,  would  be  set  apart 
for  a  "Scientific  and  Microscopic(\l  Evening," 
visitors  being  invited.— Hon.  Sec. 


Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  W.  Marshall  presided  over  the  committee  and 
Mr.  F.  J.  Gray  the  ordinary  meeting  on  Nov.  1. 
A  curious  fish  was  sent  up  by  the  manager  of  the 
hotel  for  the  members'  inspection.  This  was  found 
to  be  a  rayless  sole.  Mr.  Marshall  reported  good 
catches  of  whiting  at  Margate,  taking  nine  score  on 
one  occasion,  and  over  five  score  at  another  outing. 
A  fine  tray  of  roach  was  shown.  These  were  taken 
by  Mr.  F.  J.  Gray  from  the  society's  water  at 
Theale.  Mr.  Powles-West  has  had  capital  sport 
with  the  grayling  on  the  Teme.  One  day  he  had 
six  brace  and  another  day  three  and  a  half  l>race. 
Mr.  Buckingham  took  nine  good  jack,  the  largest 
scaling  lOlb.,  and  Mr.  Zerfass  jack  up  to  51b.  Mr. 
Hayward  had  over  one  hundred  flatfish  from 
Mersea.  Dr.  Spencer  had  in  Norfolk  sixteen  roach 
averaging  over  lib.,  and  another  day  jack  up  to 
91b.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  would  like  those  members 
who  purpose  taking  part  in  the  Deal  outing  on  Nov. 
12  to  communicate  with  him  at  once,  that  he  may 
make  the  necessary  arrangements. — Hon.  Sec. 

HOLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  on  Nov.  I.  Mr.  Fischei- 
was  elected  a  member.  We  have  a  musical  evening 
on  Nov.  8,  with  Mr.  F.  Roberts  in  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  W.  Jelks  in  the  vice.  Members' 
friends  are  cordially  invited.  Musical  director,  Mr. 
P.  J.  Jagels.  Mr.  W.  Larkman  weighed  in  161b.  of 
jack  up  to  61b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Stone,  perch. — H.  C.  M. 
Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBTjRY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  presided  over  a  large  gathering 
on  Nov.  2.  The  routine  business  was  rapidly  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  devoted 
to  a  "  Miscellany,"  arranged  by  Mr.  G.  Rayner. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman,  with  "My  Juliet,"  "Sandy 
McClaskie,"  and  "  Willinghame  Fair,"  delighted  his 
audience ;  Mr.  W.  Westrup  was  heartily  applauded 
for  "  As  I  was  taking  it  home,"  and  "  Wush,  Wush  "  ; 
and  exceptionally  effective  recitations  were  given  by 
Mr.  C.  Leslie  Kempton  ("Coster's  Conversion"  and 
"  The  Cavalry  Charge  " )  and  Mr.  J.  Chapman  ("  Th  j 
Dandy  Fifth"  and  "The  Penny  Showman"). 
Several  reports  of  slight  angling  success  were  sub- 
mitted. Mr.  Woodruff,  while  reaching  in  the 
Thames,  had  the  unique  experience  of  not  onl\' 
taking  a  trout  about  l:^lb.,  but  of  seeing  two 
adjoining  anglers  each  catch  trout,  one  about  lib., 
the  other  l^lb. — needless  to  say  all  were  carefully 
returned.  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  in  a  fair  take  of 
roach  and  chub,  had  one  fine  roach  weighing 
21b.  2ioz.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Harold  W.  Ansell,  F.R.G.S.,  presided  over 
Monday's  meeting.  An  intimation  was  received 
from  Mr.  Robert  Bradford  that  Mr.  Fredk.  Mead 
had  kindly  presented  to  the  library  at  the  Newbury 
headqviartera  thirteen  volumes  of  the  Badminton 
Magazine,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  the  donor  for  his  appropriate  and  acceptable  gift. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  announced  that  he  had  made 
all  the  necessary  arrangements  in  cormection  with 
the  musical  part  of  the  programme  for  the  aimual 
supper  on  Nov.  14,  and  everything  points  to  it 
being  a  success  in  every  way.  The  president  and 
vice-president  will  take  the  chair  and  vice-chair 
respectively — the  presence  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  in 
the  latter  will  be  welcomed  by  all.  With  regard  to 
angling,  the  dead  leaves  carried  down  by  the  stream 
had  been  a  great  nuisance  to  grayling  fishers.  On 
the  Itchen  matters  were  very  bad,  and  the  fish 
were  not  found  in  a  taking  mood.  Messrs.  R.  C. 
Blundell,  H.  H.  Brown,  and  A.  C.  Poole  were  at. 
Brambridge  the  week-end.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  had 
a  brace,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  a  leash,  but  the  fish 
were  of  small  dimensions.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  hooked 
a  heavy  grayling  on  a  Spent  Gnat  on  a  No.  4  wire. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  hold  was  not  good 
and  the  fish  escaped,  On  the  Lambotim  several 
rods  had  been  out.  Here,  again,  the  floating  leaves 
had  been  a  great  drawback  to  sport.  The  grayling 
moved  for  only  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  evening 
when  it  was  almost  dark.  Tteee  fish  alone  were 
creeled,  one  bv  Mr.  A.  H.  Dunn,  weighing  lib., and  a 
brace  by  Mr.'H.  A.  Rolt,  best  fish  lib.  8oz.  The 
latter  also  had  4j  brace  of  trout  which  were  returned. 
All  these  took  small  grayling  hackled  flies.  On  the 
Kennet,  Mr.  M.  Colles  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Ball  could  do 
nothing  with  the  pike,  but  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson 
made  a  nice  bag  of  roach,  getting  eighteen  fish  in 
all,  several  weighing  a  pound  each.  He  likewise 
landed  a  grayling  of  a  pound  on  a  bunch  of  gentles. 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  scored  heavily  amongst  the  pike 
at  Uxbridge.  He  had  six  fish — best  51b. — all  of 
which  were  killed  on  two  baits,  gudgeon. — Hon.  Sec. 


L.\DY  of  the  House  :  "I  never  k^ep  s  girl  who 
is  prettier  than  myself."  Cynic:  "That  accounts 
for  your  always  being  ia  want  of  a  maid  !  ' 
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^offings  bp  il)c  i^ap. 

'Being  all  fashioned  of  the  self -same  dust. 
Let  us  be  merciful  as  well  as  just.'* 


In  answer  to  several  inquiries,  the  Hastings  Soa 
Angling  Festival  will  last  for  three  days— Nov.  12, 
13,  and  14,  when  competitors  may  fish  from  boats, 
Hastings  Pier,  or  St.  Leonards  Pier.  Time  is  get- 
ting short,  as  entrance  forms  must  be  filled  up  and 
delivered  to  the  hon.  sees.,  Messrs.  Bartram  and 
Dowsett,  10,  York  Buildings,  Hastings,  not  later 
than  first  post  on  Tuesday  next,  Nov.  8. 

«  *  «  *  * 

During  the  three  days'  Hastings  Festival,  mem- 
bers of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  will  be 
fishing  from  Deal  Pier,  so  that  members  who 
intend  going  down  to  the  sea  in  boats  (and  I  know 
of  many  Hastings  anglers  who  hope  to  compete) 
will  have  a  clear  week  in  front  of  them,  as  the 
Boat  Competition  takes  place  on  Nov.  19,  20  and 
21.  Entries  close  at  12  o'clock  (noon)  on  Nov.  10. 
Forms,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
Mr.  J.  Pickup,  4,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.G. 


A  WELL-KNOWisr  secretary  of  well  -  known 
angling  society  writes : — "  We  are  revising  our  rules 
so  as  to  embody  sea  fish  and  to  encourage  sea 
angling.  Of  course,  we  do  not  want  every  little 
fish  that  is  caught  brought  to  the  scale.  Will  you, 
please,  send  us  a  list  showing  the  standard  of 
eligible  sea  fish  ? "  I  should  very  much  like  to 
oblige  Mr.  Secretary,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any 
published  rules  regulating  the  size  or  weight  of 
sea  fish  retainable  or  "  weighable."  For  rod  and 
line  fishing  the  sea  is  "  open,  brave,  and  free."  The 
B.S.A.S.  have  a  standard  for  fish  which  are  to 
capture  cups  and  medals,  as  also  the  Gresliam,  who 
were  the  pioneers  of  sea  angling  with  rod  and  line, 
and  until  I  can  formulate  a  table  of  what  should 
or  should  not  be  brought  to  table,  I  can  only  say 
keep  all  whiting  over  21b.,  codling  over  4ilb., 
conger  over  70!b.,  and  coalfish  over  191b.  Anything 
that  only  measures  the  size  of  a  postage  stamp 
should  be  carefully  returned  ! 


I'll  prove  the  word  that  I  have  made  my  theme 
Ib  that  that  may  be  doubled  without  blame  ; 
And  that  that  that,  thus  trebled  I  may  use. 
And  that  that  that,  that  critics  may  abuse. 
May  be  correct.    Further — the  dons  to  bother — 
Five  thats  may  closely  follow  one  another  ; 
For  be  it  known  that  we  may  safely  write 
Or  say,  that  that  that  that  that  man  writ  was  right ; 
Nay,  e'en  that  that  that  that  that  that  follow'd. 
Through  six  repeats,  the  grammar's  rule  has  hal- 
low'd ; 

And  that  that  that  (that  that  thMthat  began) 
Repeated  seven  times  is  right !    Deny  it  who  can. 


"  Poverty  Corner  "  is  the  name  given  by  long 
usage  to  the  junction  of  the  Waterloo-bridge-road 
and  Stamford-street,  S.E.,  and  the  site  whereon  the 
Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  has  stood  for  olose  upon 
a  century.  This  institution  and  district  have  now 
been  immortalised  by  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
authoresses  of  the  day,  and  one  whose  books  are 
widely  read  throughout  the  civilised  world.  By 
her  kindness,  two  booklets  will  shortly  be  produced 
(after  publication  in  a  well-known  journal),  entitled 
"  Prince's  Meadows  and  Poverty  Corner";  "Bertie's 
Drive  over  Waterloo  Bridge."  The  entire  proceeds 
from  the  sale  will  be  devoted  to  the  benefit  of  this 
most  deserving  charity,  now  being  rebuilt  and 
enlarged  at  Poverty  Corner,  S.E. 


The  social  time  of  angling  is  to  hand — the  time 
of  concerts,  dinners,  and  ladies'  nights,  and  all  good 
anglers  are  looking  forward  to  some  pleasant 
evenings  made  merry  with  bright  music.  Now  to 
all  such  I  would  recommend  a  new  song  written  by 
a  fisherman  for  fishermen,  and  published  by  the 
Vincent  Music  Co.,  60,  Borners-street,  W.  It  is 
called  "  An  Angler's  Song,"  and  it  tells  in  tuneful 
measure  of  the  joys  of  angling.  The  chorus  has  a 
lilt  with  it  that  should  make  it  welcome  at  the 
festive  board,  and  I  advise  all  who  sing  to  get  it 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  all  who  listen  to  hear  it  as 
soon  as  possible.  "An  Angler's  Song,"  by-the-bye, 
is  dedicated  to  the  Piscatorial  Society.  The  music 
is  by  Mr.  Monk  Gould,  and  the  words,  which  have 
already  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  are  by  Mr. 
Hames  Howe. 


Just  a  line  to  remind  anglers  that  the  competi- 
tion on  Nov.  13  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S. 
will  be  held  at  Windsor.  The  boundaries  are  from 
the  Brocas  meadows  to  Lord  Fitzgerald's  fence. 
Open  to  all  comers.  One  rod  only  allowed.  Tickets 
one  shilling  each.  Ben  Abrahams,  of  25,  Silver- 
street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  or  any  member  of 
the  committee,  will  gladly  send  all  information 
necessary. 

November. 

Chilly  November,  gruesome,  harsh  and  bleak. 

With  morning  mists  and  evening  fogs  appears. 
Like  an  old  man,  wizened  and  worn  and  weak — 

Borne  nigh  to  earth  by  weight  of  many  years  ! 
How  his  cold  breath  benumbs  the  very  heart, 

And  gnaws  the  vitals  of  each  shivering  soul — 
Blanching  and  slu-ivelling  our  every  part. 

Rude  winds  and  biting  blasts  his  only  dole  ! 
Wrap  closer  still  the  mantle,  lest  he  pierce. 

With  his  keen  breath  the  frail  and  fragile  form  ! 
For  old  November  can  be  very  fierce, 

Sere,  sullen  sire  of  many  a  screeching  storm  ! 
Yet  wish  him  not  to  die — for  when  he  dies 
More  peevish  gloom  full  oft  bedims  the  skies  ! 

— Chas.  F.  Forshaw. 


An  unusual  capture  was  made  in  the  Severn,  at 
Worcester,  a  day  or  two  ago.  Mr.  A.  Williams,  a 
boat  proprietor,  was  at  the  landing  stage  of  the 
bridge  when  ho  saw  what  he  thought  was  a  dog 
struggling  in  the  water.  Going  to  its  assistance  ho 
found  it  was  a  large  'otter,  which  he  struck  and 
captured  with  a  boat-hook.  The  animal  was  3ft. 
long,  and  weighed  24lb. 


One  of  the  most  accomplished  lady  anglers  I 
know  is  Mrs.  Blanche  Oakeshott,  who  in  sending  mo 
the  following  vouches  for  its  veracity: — "Over- 
heard on  Gorleston  sands  as  a  small  boat  emptied 
its  seine  net  of  seaweed  and  small  fish.  Soft  young 
man  (from  Goodne3.s-Know3-Where-on-the-Flats), 
taking  up  a  miniature  silvery  fish  :  '  What  are  these 
little  fish,  I  wonder  ? '  Pompous  man  (from 
Suburb-on-Thames) :  "Bait,  whitebait, 'bait.'  Soft 
young  man :  '  Bait  ?  '  Pompous  man  :  '  Yes,'  bait : 
tremendously  rare  ;  people  give  as  much  as  two 
guineas  a  quart  for  them  in  London.'  Soft  yoiing 
man  :  '  Two  guineas  a  quart  ?  '  (To  himself  as  he 
strolls  off) :  '  Two  guineas  a  quart  for  bait !  Fishing 
must  be  very  expensive,  then  ! '  " 


On  the  Lake  of  Geneva. 

A  SILVERN  haze  is  over  all.    Afe  hand 

Are  gently  swaying  poplars,  rippling  larches. 

And  firmly  rooted  firs,  while  further  off 

Gleam  azure  waters  of  the  waveless  lake. 

Beyond  again  are  mountains ;  not,  as  oft. 

Gaunt  snow-capped  monarch  peaks,  but  bright 

with  verdure. 
The  rocks  throw  shadows  quaint  upon  the  grass ; 
White  chalets  peep  amoog  the  clustering  vines ; 
Gay  boats  glide  smoothly  on  with  placid  sails 
Widely  outspread.  — Mackenzie  Bell. 


I 


Mr.  G.  a.  W.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond 
Hotel,  writes: — "Dear  Drag., — I  went  on  Friday 
(Oct.  28)  by  invite  from  the  owner,  Mr.  Rupert 
Anderson,  to  the  celebrated  Waverley  Abbey,  near 
Farnham  (an  extremel5'  beautiful  estate),  to  assist 
in  emptying  the  lake  of  its  occupants.    First  time 
for  thirty -three  years,  and  had  a  very  good  haul, 
as  follows:  About  200  pike,  ranging  from  241b.  and 
181b.  (two  largest)  downwards  to   21b.  ;  nothing 
jnuch  smaller  caught,   the   majority  being  from 
101b.  to  41b.  each.    A  few  large  perch,  about  2Jlb. 
each,  and  not  many  small.    About  a  dozen  large 
roach  under  21b.  weight,  and  one  fine  tench  of  4£-lb. 
No  eels  or  carp,  but  both  probably  in  the  mud, 
which  is  very  deep,  and  is  to  be  dug  out.  Myriads 
of  smaller  fish,  far  too  numerous  to  mention.  I 
brought  over  to  my  water,  and  successfully  turned 
in,  with  a  view  of  introducing  new  blood  to  my 
very  extensive  finny  family,  about  fifteen  pike 
from  101b.  down  to  41b.,  four  perch  about  21b. 
each,  three  roach  over  lib.  each,  and  the  big  4|lb. 
tench.    I  certainly  think  if  they  all  settle  down 
with  love,  amity,  and  other  things,  the  result  will 
further  enhance  the  already  favourable  fishing 
prospects  of  Frensham  Pond.    Since  writing  you 
last  about  thirty  jack  have  been  caught  (eleven  on 
Oct.  30),  but  nothing  very  large,  31b.  to  51b.,  and 
five  percli  have  been  secured,  all  with  live  bait, 
Iflb.  to  2ilb.  each." 

Mr.  Cecil  Howlett,  the  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  .A.ngling  Preservation 
Association,  writes : — "  Assisted  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Brown  (chairman  of  the  above),  Mr.  C.  Franklin, 
Mr.  H.  Hetherington,  and  Mr.  Gooch,  of  Eton, 
I  have  turned  into  the  Thames  during  the  last  fort- 
night nearly  5000  roach,  perch,  chub,  and  golden 
carp — a  large  number  of  the  roach  over  |lb.  and 
many  of  the  perch  over  lib.  each."  ^ 


Me.  William  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  sent,  too 
late  for  insertion  last  week,  the  following : — - 
"  Capture  of  a  Thresher  Shark  off  Plymouth. — This 
morning  (Oct.  27)  whilst  the  Cornish  drift  boat 
George  and  Stanley  (skipper,  William  Finch)  was 
fishing  off  the  Eddystone,  they  were  unlucky  to  get 
foul  of  a  thresher  shark  about  10ft.  6in.  long  from 
nose  to  tail.  It  weighed  about  3J^  cwt.,  and  did  a 
lot  of  damage  to  the  nets.  These  fish  are  formidable 
creatures,  and  are  great  enemies  to  the  whale.  They 
have  the  power  to  lash  great  cuts  in  the  fish  as  their 
tail  is  very  whippy  and  thin  on  the  edge,  acting 
almost  like  a  knife.  The  shark  evidently  went  for 
the  fish  in  the  nets,  and  thereby  got  entangled.  It  is 
being  exhibited  on  a  cart  tlirough  the  streets  of  the 
three  to-wns.  The  pecuharity  about  these  fish  is  that 
their  tail  is  exactly  the  same  length  as  their  bodies." 


A  WRITER  in  the  Gornhill  tells  some  child  stories  : 
— A  little  lady  had  made  friends  with  the  groom, 
and  to  her  mother's  distress  learned  some  very 
forcible  expressions.  The  perplexed  parent  con 
fided  her  trouble  to  the  vicar,  who  chanced  to  be 
calling.  The  old  gentleman  took  the  tiny  maiden 
on  his  knee.  "  My  dear — do  you  know  ? — a  little 
birdie  has  whispered  to  me  that  sometimes  you  say 
very  naughty  words."  "  Oh,  I  know,"  said  the 
offender  gaily,  "  it  must  be  one  of  those  damned 
sparrows." 

"  Only  a  hundred  yards  !  "  Under  ordinary  cir 
cumstances  any  fellow  could  cover  that  distance  in 
dec.  0  blank  fifths  of  a  second,  but  Mr.  H.  Butclier, 
whilst  fishing  from  Ramsgate  Harbour  wall  last 
Friday  evening  with  light  rod  and  tackle  for 
whiting,  hooked  a  conger  weighing  121b.,  and 
measuring  4ft.  6in.  Ho  says,  "  It  towed  me 
distance  of  100  yards  or  more  before  I  could  land 
it."  I  see  nothing  incongruous  in  that;  the  angler 
had  a  run  for  his  money. 


From  the  Spalding  Free  Press  of  Nov.  1, 1  gather 
that  "  a  fishing  competition  in  connection  with  the 
Spalding  Fishing  Club  was  held  on  Oct.  27  in  the 
Club  waters.  The  competition  was  not  a  peg- 
down  match,  the  members  being  allowed  to  fish  in 
any  of  the  club  waters.  The  day  was  an  ideal  one 
for  the  sport,  and  there  were  some  record  catches. 
The  prize  for  the  greatest  weight  of  pike  was 
gained  by  Mr.  T.  A.  Young,  who  had  a  catch  of 
111b.  12oz.  Mr.  Mann  took  the  prize  for  the 
heaviest  perch,  with  one  weighing  21b.  loz.  The 
prize  for  the  greatest  weight  of  roach  or  rudd  was 
carried  off  by  Mr.  Harold  Massey,  who  had  the 
record  catch  of  53lb.  2oz.  This  weight  included 
218  fish.  There  was  a  prize  for  the  heaviest  roach 
over  lib.,  but  Mr.  Massey  had  not  one  so  large 
amongst  his  218." 


Fate  of  Two  Gossfps. 

Mrs.  Feog  went  out  one  day 

For  a  little  walk; 
Met  a  neighbour  on  the  way 

Who  was  fond  of  talk. 

So  they  stopped  end  croaked  aad  croaked. 

Both  their  tongues  let  loose. 
Oh,  the  naughty  things  they  said. 

All  of  Mrs.  Goose! 

Little  Mrs.  Brownie  Frog 

Called  her  vain  and  shy. 
Mrs.  Goosie,  listening  near. 

Winked  a  merry  eye. 

To  their  conversation' she 

Listened,  nothiae  loath, 
Then,  to  stop  their  idle  tongues. 

Forthwith  ate  them  both. 

—Home  Chat. 


Mr.  F.  Berry  (of  the  Holloway  Angling  Society) 
is  well-known  as  a  successful  grayling  fisherman. 
Ten  very  fine  fish  were  sent  to  Mr.  Fred  Sanders , 
of  Highbury  Park,  for  preservation,  and  for  two  or 
three  days  this  week  were  "on  view."  [A  very 
handsome  case,  Mr.  Berry.  J 


An  enoi'mous  sum  of  money  has  been  expended 
lately  in  turning  aside  the  waters  of  the  Pecos 
river,  in  South-Eastern  New  Mexico,  and  making  a 
wonderfully  exuberant  garden  of  what  was 
previously  an  arid  district.  In  this  valley,  which  is 
120  miles  long,  two  enormous  reservoirs,  M'Millan 
Lake  and  Lake  Avalon,  have  been  made  by  the 
erection  of  dams  carried  across  the  river  just  north 
of  Carlsbad.  One  of  these  is  1140ft.  over  the  top, 
and  completely  fills  a  notch  worn  by  the  river 
through  a  bed  of  solid  limestone.  M'Millan  Lake  is 
13  miles  long,  and  contains  enough  water  to  supply 
the  entire  lower  valley,  while  Lake  Avalon  is  half 
as  large.  There  are  now  available  for  cultivation 
over  250,000  acres,  of  which  perhaps  one-fifth  is 
eng  acred.  •  Dragnet. 
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mivst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  just  now  in  for  a  dull  and  dreary  month, 
■which  at  present  is  much  against  angling,  but  still 
a  few  of  our  members  have  been  out  and  done  fairly 
well.  Some  of  the  members  of  St.  Stephen's  Club 
have  done  well  with  the  roach  on  the  Milcote  water 
below  Stratford.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Avon 
sport  has  been  quiet  owing  to  the  low  and  fine  state 
of  the  river.  \Vhat  is  required  is  a  good,  heavy 
rain  to  clear  the  rivers  from  the  weeds  and  decaying 
matter.  The  Severn  is  in  better  order  than  the 
Avon,  and  the  chub  have  been  going  well  at  the 
brains  and  blood  ;  this  is  the  chief  bait  used  by  the 
Kidderminster  anglers,  who,  as  a  rule,  rely  upon 
this  to  secure  good  catches  of  this  kind  of  fish. 
Some  good  pike  have  been  taken  from  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river,  and  grayling  fishing  has  also 
been  good.  The  Trent  at  Alrewas  is  reported  to  be 
in  good  condition,  but  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  those  who  have  been  say  that  sport  has  been 
poor.  Rain  is  much  wanted  to  make  the  Teme 
fishable.  Sport  has  been  very  tame  on  the  Anker, 
near  Tamworth,  but  I  hear  that  some  fair-sized 
roach  have  been  taken  from  this  river  near  Poles- 
worth.  We  stiU  have  a  number  of  bye  contests  to 
be  fi.shed,  and  a  number  of  these  contests  have  lately 
taken  place  in  our  local  canals,  but  the  sport  has 
been  very  poor  indeed.  Canal  fishing  all  round  has 
been  very  moderate.  The  same  applies  to  our  local 
pools  in  some  instances  ;  the  pools  are  very  low  for 
the  time  of  year.  Our  public  pools  have  been  but 
little  fished,  although  the  pike  are  on  the  move,  and 
before  long  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  something 
may  be  done  worth  recording. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

At  last  there  is  a  break  in  the  fine  spell  of  autumn 
weather,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday  evening) 
there  had  been  two  days  of  cold  drizzling  rain. 
This  has,  of  course,  put  a  check  on  roach  fishing, 
as  it  is  far  too  damp  and  uncomfortable  to  linger 
long  by  the  riverside.  Fortunately,  there  has  not 
been  too  much  rain  to  change  the  condition  of  the 
waters,  which  are  in  grand  ply,  and  if  the  weather 
clears,  roachists  should  be  able  to  follow  up  their 
recent  successes.  The  Spalding  F.C.  held  a  com- 
petition on  the  club  waters  on  Oct  27,  and  it  will 
be  remembered  for  some  record  catches.  The  prize 
for  the  greatest  weight  of  roach  or  rudd  was  carried 
oil  by  Mr.  H.  Massey,  whT)  had  the  record  catch 
of  .531b.  8oz.  This  weight  included  218  fish,  and 
it  is  the  largesi  catch  of  which  record  can  be  foimd 
in  matches  in  the  club  books,  the  nearest  to  this 
being  a  catch  of  381b.  on  July  13,  1887,  by  the 
Rev.  R.  G.  Ash.  For  the  greatest  weight  of  mixed 
fish,  Mr.  J.  M.  Kinder  took  the  prize  with  461b.  14oz. 
The  heaviest  catches  were  made  in  the  Vernatt's 
Drain.  Pike  fishermen  have  lately  enjoyed  a  capital 
time  on  the  Forty-foot.  In  some  places  the  waters 
are  shockingly  foul  with  weed,  and  quite  unfit  for 
trolling.  Where,  however,  there  has  been  a  clear 
stretch  the  best  of  sport  has  been  enjoyed.  In 
four  days  the  wTiter  has  killed  1\  brace,  the  heaviest 
going  up  to  71b.  He  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a 
grand  fish  on  Oct.  26,  after  having  successfully 
landed  it.  The  fish,  however,  broke  the  gimp 
attached  to  the  trace  of  a  spoon  bait  as  it  lay  on 
the  bank,  and  rolled  back  into  the  water.  It 
weighed  at  least  141b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  our  local  societies  are  now  holding  their 
annual  meetings  and  electing  their  executives  for 
next  season,  the  annual  spreads  and  prize  presen- 
tations to  follow.  The  Hull  Town  Association  will 
hold  a  match  at  Hedon  on  Nov.  5,  and  even  as  late 
as  Dec.  4.  The  St.  Leger  A.S.  will  wind  up  tlie 
present  season  by  holding  a  match  on  the  river  Hull 
at  Snakeholme.  The  weather  continuing  so  very 
open  and  favourable  for  sport  has  caused  a  quantity 
of  our  local  enthusiasts  to  visit  the  top  stretches  of 
both  the  Hiill  and  Driffield  Canal,  and  in  some 
cases  very  fair  sport  has  been  had,  especially  among 
larger  roach,  many  of  which  have  scaled  a  pound 
each  and  over.  Pike  fishing  is  reported  fairly  good 
in  the  Driffield  district,  and  one  taken  last  week 
weighed  a  little  over  1.51b.  A  few  nice  fish  are  also 
being  taken  with  live  bait  from  tlie  Market  Weighton 
Canal. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

ProhaVjly  the  Novemljer  elections  have  had  a  lot 
to  do  with  the  slump  in  angling  matters,  at  any  rate, 
things  are  abnormally  quiet  except  in  individual 
items,  and  their  inherent  modesty  keeps  back  tlio 
news.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  intend  having  a  busy 
tirno  this  winter,  having  commenced  with  8on)o 
grand  netting  operations  for  their  private  waters. 


the  best  thirty  fish  weighing  401b.  Socials  and 
lectures  will  alternately  keep  them  busy  during  the 
dull  time.  On  Nov.  13  they  will  have  a  smoker, 
and  on  Nov.  29  a  lecture  from  Mr.  Harkness.  The 
Warrington  Anglers  are  prominent  with  an  effort  to 
do  good  for  a  blind  man,  and  the  contest  they 
arranged  secured  a  sale  of  tickets  totalling  three 
hundred,  of  which  nearly  two  hundred  competed. 
In  Liverpool  things  are  for  once  rather  quiet. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  bulk  of  the  angling  done  in  this  city  has  been 
for  votes  for  mimicipal  honours,  and  the  "  weigh  in  " 
has  astonished  many,  especially  in  football  and 
theatrical  circles.  One  city  rod  just  returned  from 
the  North  did  so  with  a  good  supply  of  salmon,  and 
his  friends  have  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his  labours. 
Next  week  there  will  be  an  important  meeting  of 
the  County  Palatine  A.A.  in  this  city,  when  the 
agenda  is  of  exceptional  interest.  Sensations  are 
evidently  done  with,  for  closely  following  on  the 
discovery  of  fish  in  the  canal  running  through  our 
midst,  we  hear  of  a  match  being  fished  there  at  noon 
one  day,  and  the  winner  landing  three  fish  in  forty 
minutes. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Few  anglers  were  out  on  the  Trent  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  owing  to  rain  of  the  drizzling  order. 
Would  that  a  general  downpour  would  ensue  in 
order-  to  bring  on  a  substantial  rise  of  the  river, 
which,  at  the  period  of  writing,  was  running  in 
summer  volume.  The  \TOrm  as  a  hook-bait  is  still 
a  dead  failure.  Votaries  continue  to  rely  on  the 
maggot  for  roach  and  dace,  and  even,  in  cases,  for 
chub.  On  Saturday  Mr.  S.  Woolley  and  his  son 
creeled  nearly  301b.  of  very  fine  dace  in  the  streams 
below  Stoke  Bardolph  Ferrj^  and  lower  down,  or 
nearer  Gunthoirpe,  Mr.  T.  Birch  had  a  very  good 
catch.  Visitors  to  Barton  and  Attenborough  secured 
a  moderate  lot  of  roach  and  dace,  and  on  the  Wilford 
waters  Mr.  W.  Harrison  has  done  fairly  well  amongst 
dace.  At  Clifton  Islands  punt  fishers  have  taken 
seven  pike,  including  one  of  12pb.  It  was  a  female 
in  splendid  condition.  A  few  fish  have  been  met 
with  at  Kelham,  Averham  (below  the  weiis), 
Fliatham  Wood,  and  Shelford.  Greaves  and  pith 
and  brains  have  accounted  for  chub  at  Fiskerton 
(above  the  ferry),  Flintham  Wood,  and  Clifton  Grove, 
the  fish  giving  preference  to  pith.  At  Trentside 
Lake  the  subscribers  have  run  large  numbers  of 
pike,  the  smaller  of  which  were  returned.  Sport 
seems  unusually  quiet  at  Shardlow,  King's  Mills, 
and  Weston.  What  the  patrons  require  to  improve 
matters  is  a  thoroughly  good  rise.  Falling  leaves 
have  proved  very  annoying  to  stream  fishers  on 
various  parts  of  the  river. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  exceedingly  mild  for  the 
time  of  year.  The  leaves  are  leaving  the  trees  very 
slowly,  and  the  rivers  are  full  of  them  and  are  very 
armoying  to  the  angler,  and  interferes  with  sport 
very  much.  The  Severn  has  fined  down  very  nicely, 
and  is  now  in  capital  condition.  During  the  week 
some  capital  roach  have  been  taken  with  maggot 
and  paste,  and  some  good  chub  with  pith  and  brains 
and  cheese  paste.  Several  pike  have  also  been  taken 
witli  the  spoon  bait.  The  river  Teme  is  very  low 
and  clear,  and  in  places  is  covered  with  leaves,  and 
fishing  in  this  river  has  not  been  good.  A  few  brace 
of  grayling  and  some  capital  dace  have  been  taken 
with  the  maggot,  but  very  little  has  been  done 
with  the  fiy.  Two  or  three  large  trout  were  hooked 
and  gave  some  fine  sport,  but  they  weie  carefully 
unhooked  and  returned  to  the  water.  Colour  very 
bad.  The  Avon  has  been  fished  a  good  deal  ;  sport 
very  slow  indeed.  Very  few  pike  have  been  taken 
and  those  not  large.  Mr.  H.  Hodges  had  one  91b., 
but  none  of  the  others  were  over  51b.  Mr.  T. 
Hooper  had  a  nice  catch  of  very  fine  roach,  using 
creed  wheat  for  bait,  and  Mr.  Fred  James,  a^brace 
of  perch,  3.^1b.,  with  the  brandling  woim,  and  a 
bream  of  3Ib.  What  is  wanted  now  is  colder 
weather  and  a  good  flush  on  the  rivers  to  carry  the 
leaves  and  dead  vegetation  away,  and  then  perhaps 
sport  will  be  better.  Up  to  now  this  is  one  of  the 
worst  fishing  seasons  ever  known  in  this  district. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  T.  Garnett,  a  well-known  York  angler,  fishing 
recently  in  the  River  Ouse,  near  the  city,  with  light 
tackle,  had  the  good  fortune  to  catch  411b.  of  chub, 
which  he  landed  unaided.  The  largest  fish  weighed 
a  little  over  41b.  Angling  generally  continues  very 
quiet,  and  sport  is  not  likely  to  improve  until  the 
streams  are  thoroughly  flushed.  Rod-fishing  for 
falmon  in  the  district  of  the  Yorkshire  Fi-i-hery  Board 
will  finish  on  Nov.  15,  net-fishing  having  cloted  on 
Sept.  1.  The  good  fortime  wbicli  rewarded  a  rodman 
a  year  ago,  when  ho  caught  a  very  fine  salmon, 
weighing  471b.  14oz.,  in  the  Ouse,  just  below  Naburn 
Lock — the  largest  landed  during  1903 — has  not  been 


repeated  this  season,  the  biggest  fish  taken  being  one 
of  261b.,  on  the  Filey  coast  in  July.  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones, 
the  secretary  of  tho  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  the 
other  day  showed  mo  a  picture  in  his  office  of  a 
remarkable  salmon  caught  in  the  Usk  in  1782  ;  it 
weighed  C8pb.  Tho  dearth  of  water  has  been  the 
groat  drawback  to  this  class  of  fishing,  es  to  all  other 
kinds  of  angling.  River  pollution  and  warp  have 
had  an  injurious  effect  on  the  salmon,  whilst  at  tho 
same  time  conducing  to  the  hsirvest  of  the  click 
nettei  s  in  the  lower  reaches.  Higher  up  stream  very 
few  fish  were  seen,  and  rod-fishing  was  jjractic^  lly 
nil,  whereas  in  1903  they  came  up  in  larger  numbers 
than  had  been  known  for  many  years. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  returns  from  the  late  rivers  showed  that  fair 
sport  was  had  on  many  waters  on  the  closing  days. 
On  the  whole,  the  sea.son  cannot  be  accounted  a  good 
one,  owing  principally  to  unfavourable  climatic 
conditions,  and,  as  far  as  the  rivers  especially  were 
concerned,  the  floods  were  too  heavy  at  times.  Sea- 
trout  gave  generally  good  sport  during  October  on 
the  principal  sea-trout  lakes,  though  on  most  waters 
the  aggregate  take  was  below  the  average.  Sea- 
angling  has  been  productive  of  good  sport  at  many 
stations  since  last  notes,  especially  on  Cork  and 
Kerry.  Whiting,  mackerel,  and  bream  were  had  in 
big  numbers,  and  hake  took  well  at  many  places  on 
the  south  and  south-western  coasts. 


CHEAP  EXCURSIONS  TO  THE  NORTH. 


The  Great  Central  Railway  Company  annoimco 
the  issue  of  cheap  excursion  tickets  from  London 
(Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and  metro- 
politan stations  on  Saturdays,  Nov.  5  and  Nov.  19, 
and  Dec.  3,  for  two,  three,  five,  or  eight  days  to 
numerous  towns  and  holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands 
and  the  North.  On  Sundays,  Nov.  6  and  20,  and 
Dec.  4  an  excursion  train  will  leave  Marylebone  at 
11.15  a.m.  for  Leicester,  Nottingham,  Sheffield, 
Manchester,  etc.  Cheap  week-end  tickets  are  issued 
every  Friday  and  Saturday  to  all  the  principal 
inland  and  seaside  pleasure  resorts  in  the  Midlands, 
North  of  England,  and  Scotland.  All  the  needful 
information  is  admirably  arranged  in  a  compre- 
hensive ABC  Excm-sion  Programme,  which  can 
be  obtained  free  on  application  at  Marylebone 
Station  and  the  company's  town  offices  or  agencies. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


FISH  FOOD  AND  THE  STATE. 


Somewhat  remarkable  was  the  paper  read  before 
this  society  on  Oct.  19.  Its  subject,  however,  came 
fairly  within  the  scope  of  the  society's  constitution, 
providing  as  it  does  for  the  "  promotion  of  the 
present  or  future  prosperity  of  British  sea  fisheries." 
Mr.  Hubert  Bass's  propositions,  though  startling, 
were  so  able,  and  so  much  to  the  point,  that  he 
received  a  most  patient  and  attentive  hearing  from 
a  body  of  men  who  by  no  means  concurred  with  his 
views.  He  gave  forth  no  uncertain  sound,  boldly 
declaring  that  the  whole  produce  of  the  sea  was  the 
property  of  the  nation.  That  the  Government  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  caring  for  and  controlling 
the  nation's  property,  and  must  therefore  at  once 
take  over  the  whole  sea-fishing  industry  of  the 
nation,  firstly,  by  buying  up  every  vessel  and  boat 
employed  in  fishing,  and  until  this  is  done,  be  the 
only  purchaser  of  fish,  thus  assuming  the  sole  control 
of  the  trade  and  becoming  the  only  vendor.  In  order 
to  carry  this  out  it  must  further"  become  posses.sed 
of,  and  manage,  the  whole  of  the  present  existing 
apparatus  used  in  landing,  sorting,  packing,  and 
preserving  the  catch.  Markets  and  shops  must  be 
also  acquired,  and  worked  by  servants  employed  and 
paid  by  the  State.  All  present  arrangements  for 
distribution  must  come  under  its  actual  control,  short 
of  the  buying  up  of  the  railways,  for  even  Mr.  Bass 
hesitated,  and  was  appalled  by  the  magnitude  of 
that  operation,  though  he  hoped  some  day  to  see 
that  done.  Refrigerators,  vans,  carts,  and  trucks 
must  also  be  bought  up,  and  he  seemed  even  to 
regret  the  possibility  that  perhaps  the  boat-builders, 
net  and  rope  makers,  ship-cliandlers,  and  sail- 
makers'  busine-sses  might  have  to  remam  in  the 
hands  of  individuals.  From  the  taking  out  of  the 
water  up  to  its  delivery  to  the  consumer,  fish  must  be 
dealt  with  by  Government  servants  and  b}^  them 
alone.  The  crews  of  the  boats  must  all  be  its 
servants  ;  no  other  man  should  be  allowed  to  catch 
a  fish  for  sale ;  also  the  large  body  of  porters, 
sorters,  cleaners,  and  curers,  male  and'female,  must 
be  engaged,  controlled,  paid,  and  pensioned  by  the 
State.  At  each  of  the  landing  places  a  Government 
chief  would  have  to  be  placed  in  charge,  and  in  every 
town  and  market-place  an  official  appointed  to 


342 


regulate  and  conduct  sales,  and  provide  for  storage 
and  delivery  to  customers. 

By  use  of  the  telegraph  and  telephone,  and  all 
modern  modes  of  rapid  communication  and  transit, 
each  shop  would  be  in  connnunication  with  a  central 
bureau  of  well-paid  and  able  officers,  who  would  at 
once  fix  the  destination  of  the  big  hauls,  which,  under 
our  present  want  (5f  arrangement,  demoralise  the 
trade.  However  big  these  niiglit  be,  such  a  scheme 
would  provide  for  tlieir  instant  absorption.  By  the 
same  authority  the  price  of  the  day  miglit  be  decided 
upon  and  announf!ed.  Indeed,  Mr.  Bass  foresaw 
the  possibility,  after  some  experience,'of  settling  fixed 
prices  for  long  periods,  an  arrangement  impossible 
to  any  but  national  control. 

As  to  the  body  that  should  be  entrusted  with  this 
control,  he  cared  not,  so  long  as  it  was  endued  with 
absolute  power.  A  very  generous  mead  of  praise 
was  awarded  to  the  Fishmongers'  Company  for  the 
great  and  good  influence  it  had  for  years  exercised 
in  London  and  elsewhere.  It  might  well  happen 
that  some  such  body  would  bo  found  to  be  well 
fitted  for  the  purpose.  A  Fishery  Board,  powerfully 
constituted,  would  be  an  alternative  —  even  a 
Government  Department  of  Fisheries — but  whatever 
body  was  chosen  it  must  liave  the  whole  power  of 
the  State  at  its  back.  Nothing  must  bo  left  to  the 
initiative  of  the  individual,  wiiich  had  proved  its 
inability  to  deal  with  the  situation.  Every  man 
and  woman  employed  must  be  a  State  servant  ;  he 
would  render  it  penal  for  any  other  man  to  catch  a 
fish  for  sale,  or  to  sell  it  when  caught. 

Anticipating  the  objection  that  this  was  Socialism 
and  collectivism  unadulterated,  ho  urged  the  well- 
proved  ineflici(Micy  of  our  present  mode  of  capture, 
the  blundering  landing  of  the  food  where  tliore  were 
no  mouths  to  eat  it,  the  wasteful  methods  of  distri- 
bution, and  the  great  destruction  conseciuent  upon 
them  all,  building  up  the  enormous  prices  which  had 
to  be  paid  for  what  shoukl  bo  .so  cheap.  A  system 
similar  to  the  successful  Post  Office  organisation 
he  indicated  as  being  the  lemedy.  With  instant 
and  constant  communication  with  a  centi'al  bureau 
the  good  food  caught  would  be  distributed  at  a 
minimum  of  cost,  and  with  certainty.  Even  the 
waste,  so  valuable  to  the  commimity,  could  be  dealt 
with  by  factories  provided  at  suitable  centres  for  its 
conv(>rsion  into  manure,  glue,  eic. 

Indix  idiiiils  had  for  years  been  endeavouring  to 
overcome  ilie  difficulties  he  indicated.  He  was  con- 
vinced they  never  could  s\icceed  in  doing  so  without 
availing  themselves  of  the  power  of  the  State. 
Pointing  out  the  enormous  strides  made  in  modern 
times  by  municipal  and  otlier  collectix'e  action  in 
trade,  he  urged  that  the  time  had  certainly  arri\-ed 
to  extend  this  kind  of  action  to  tlio  fishinsi  industry 
of  Great  Britain.  Ho  considered  that  this  rough 
outline  of  his  scheme  was  sulficiont  to  show  what 
his  proposal  was.  He  added,  with  much  exactness 
and  a  lucndth  of  trcnimont  not  often  met  with 
in  propiisnis  uf  tills  sort,  a  soi-ies  of  estimates  of  tlieir 
cost,  providing  for  a,  capital  expenditure  of  some 
thirty  millions,  which,  he  said,  could  easily  be  raised 
at  4  per  cent.  It  included  provision  for  the  pur- 
chase of  steamers  and  boats,  rolling-stock,  refri- 
gerating trollies  and  plant,  the  purchase  and  equip- 
ment of  needful  landing-places  and  refrigerating 
central  warehouses,  and  shops  in  every  town. 

Bearing  in  mind  how  the  sterling  honesty  of 
the  nation  had,  in  spite  of  strong  and  active 
opposition,  insisted,  in  the  matter  of  the  new 
licensing  laws,  upon  compensating  the  interests 
injured  by  the  action  of  temperance  legislation, 
he  provided  for  a  large  expenditure  under 
this  head  on  a  basis  of  five  years'  puichase  of  the 
30  per  cent,  assumed  profit  upon  the  nine  millions 
value  of  fish  landed  in  IflO.'J,  which  he  thought 
sufficient  to  compensate  those  now  engaged  in  the 
trade.  In  addition,  sliop-keepers  would  have  to  be 
compensated,  on  proof  of  loss  sustained.  Figures 
were  produced,  but  in  too  much  detail  for  insertion 
here. 

An  estimated  revenue  and  expenditure  account  was 
also  produced,  baser!  upon  official  figures  cjuoted  by 
Mr.  Bass,  and  tending  to  show  that  at  least  one 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  might  be  expected  as 
revenue.  Liberal  prcjvision  was  made  for  payment 
of  staff  and  officials  throughout  the  country,  and  of 
weekly  wages  and  pensions  to  the  fishermen  and  the 
workers  at  the  various  centres  and  sln)ps,  for  the 
permanent  charges,  not  foT'getting  4  per  cent,  interest 
upon  the  thirty  millions  of  capital  required  to  be 
raised,  kiaving  a  nice  little  estimated  profit  of  some 
twelve  millions  to  go  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exche<(ucr  in  reduction  of  taxation.  A  further 
valuable  result  was  claimed  by  Mr.  Bass  in  the 
fact  of  the  whole  fishing  population  becoming  State 
servants  rendering  them  all  available  and  under 
command  for  service  on  board  our  fleets  as  a  naval 
reserve  always  at  hand. 

Not  until  the  reading  of  the  paper  was  concluded 
did  th<i  niem})ers  rec;ov(^r  from  the  siiell  cast  upon 
them  by  this  remarkable  proposition  of  a  remark 
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al)le  scheme.  But  then,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo),  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  and  Mr.  G.  Read' Clarke, 
while  thanking  Mr.  Bass  for  his  able  paper,  one  and 
all  fell  foul  of  the  State  element  in  a  scheme  so  ably 
worked  out  for  the  remedy  of  evils,  the  existen(^e  of 
which  they  all  deplored.  They  strongly  urged  that 
individual  action  had  in  the  past  made  the  nation 
what  it  was,  and  might  fairly  be  trusted  to  secure 
and  keep  what  it  had,  in  the  future.  The  ruinous 
effects  of  State  interference  with  trade  in  the 
Spanish  Netherlands  and  in  France  in  the  revo- 
lutionary period,  were  quoted  as  being  a  (piito 
sufficient  experience  of  what  might  bo  expected  to 
result,  and  these  gentlemen  evidently  carried  with 
them  the  feeling  of  the  meeting.  H.  P. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company  announce  that 
they  will  inn  special  cheap  excursions  during  the 
autumn  and  winter  season  as  follows  : — On  Friday 
midnights,  Nov.  4  and  18,  and  Dec.  2,  for  one,  two, 
three,  five,  or  eight  days,  to  Bradford,  Chesterfield, 
Halifax,  Huddersfleld,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Liverpool, 
Loughboi'ough,  Manchester,  Nottingham,  Sheffield, 
Stockport,  and  Warrington.  Also  on  Saturdays, 
Nov.  5  and  10,  and  Dec.  3,  for  two,  three,  five,  and 
eight  days,  to  Leicester,  Nottingham,  Derby, 
Newark,  Lincoln,  Burton,  Matlock,  Buxton,  Man- 
chester, Ijiverpool,  Bolton,  Preston,  Wigan,  Black- 
burn, Biu-y,  Rochdale,  Oldham,  Barnsley,  Wakefield, 
Leeds,  Bradford,  York,  Hull,  Hartlepool,  West 
Hartlepool,  Filey,  Saltburn,  Scarborough,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  Carlisle,  etc.  There  will  also  be  a 
continuance  of  the  half-day  and  week-end  trips 
every  Saturday  to  Flitwick,  Ampthill,  Turvcy, 
Olney,  Piddington,  Bedford,  Wellingborough,  and 
Kettering.  Particulars  of  the.se  excursions  can  be 
obtained  at  any  Midland  staticm  or  booking  office, 
or  from  any  office  of  Thomas  Cook  and  Son. 


WEYMOUTH  AND  DORSET  SEA 
ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


This  society  on  Oct.  25  celebrated  the  succe.ss 
of  its  season's  competitions  by  a  dinner  and  sm'>king 
concert  at  the  Weymouth  Restaurant.  Mr.  Coun- 
cillor H.A.  Hurdle,  A.R.A.M.,  was  in  the  chair,  and 
among  those  present  to  support  him  were  Mr. 
Councillor  S.  H.  Wallis,  Mr.  S.  Milledge,  Mr. 
A.  G.  Rowell  (hon.  secretary),  Mr.  P.  R.  Bolt 
(captain),  Messrs.  Raynor,  A.  Graham,  Hatcher, 
Gallick,  and  others.  There  was  a  very  fair  gathering 
of  members,  about  seventy  in  number. 

Tlie  dinner  being  over,  the  chairman  proposed 
the  usual  loyal  toasts.  Mr.  S.  Milledge,  in  pro- 
posing "  Success  to  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea 
Angling  Society,"  said  that  when  it  was  formed,  some 
six  months  ago,  it  was  hoped  that  some  sixty  or 
.seventy  persons  niitrhtbe  got  together  to  form  a  new 
society,  but  he  bclie\-ed  that  at  the  first  meeting 
held  one  hundred  joined,  and  soon  another  fifty 
were  waiting  to  be  proposed,  and  they  had  gone  on 
increasing  vmtil  they  now  numbered  just  three 
hundred  memljers,  which  was  a  mar\  ellous  record. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  each  month  would  find  the 
society  becoming  more  important.  Tl  e  advantage  of 
the  f^ociety  over  many  others  was  that  it  was  an  all- 
roimd  society.  They  had  had  some  very  interesting 
competitions,  and  an  abundance  of  fish  had  been 
caiight,  and  visitors  who  had  come  into  the  town 
had  mucli  appreciated  these  popular  outings.  He 
thought  there  was  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  owed 
by  Weymouth  to  the  society  for  the  way  in  which 
the  town  had  been  advertised  without  a  pull  on 
their  pockets.  He  trusted  that  they  would  have 
even  greater  success  in  the  future.  He  coupled 
with  the  toast  the  names  of  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis,  the 
chairman,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell,  their  energetic 
secretai-y.  Mr.  Wallis,  in  responding,  said  that  the 
society  was  self-supporting,  and  illustrated  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  appreciated  by  visitors. 
Mr.  Rowell  said  the  financial  position  of  the  society 
was  very  good  indeed.  After  piying  all  expenses 
of  the  term  of  their  existence,  they  had  a  balance 
of  nearly  £8  in  hand.  They  had  had  four  sea  com- 
petitions during  the  season,  which  had  turned  out 
most  successfid,  and  the  monthly  competitions  had 
been  favourably  patroni.sed,  ami  he  hoped  that  more 
energy  still  would  be  thrown  into  them  in  the 
future. 

Excellent  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  given 
at  intervals,  Mr.  Harrison  presiding  at  the  piano. 
The  company  separated  at  10.50,  having  spent  a 
very  enjoyable  evening. 

The  monthly  foreshore  competition  took  place  on 
Oct.  20.  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis  wiia  first  prize  winner 
with  a  conger  of  151b.  9oz.  (up  to  date  is  entitled  to 
the  gold  modal  for  heaviest  fish),  but  waived  his 
right.    The  prizes  were  therefore  awarded  to  Mr. 
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Frank  Read,  the  next  in  order,  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell, 
and  Mr.  R.  James  ;  there  were  about  seventeen 
entries. 

The  next  monthly  competition  has  been  fixed  for 
Nov.  S)  next,  from  Great  Western  goods  stage  to 
pier,  and  from  Cousens'  to  Stone  Pier. 

A.  G.  RowELi,.  ^ 


HERNE  BAY  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


"  Dear  Sib, — Herewith  I  enclose  list  of  prize 
winners  at  our  annual  competition  held  on  Oct. 
29,  30,  and  31.  The  weather  on  Saturday  was- 
unfavourable,  as  the  east  wind  freshened  with  the 
rising  tide,  making  the  water  very  thick  and  com- 
p(!lling  the  boats  to  come  ashore.  On  Sunday  there 
was  still  a ^  nasty  oast  wind,  but  the  weather 
moderated  and  the  sea  cleared  considerably,  but 
the  best  day  was  Monday,  when  the  water  was  in  a 
very  fair  condition  and  the  sea  calm.  The  entries 
for  Saturday  were  twenty-three,  for  Sunday,  twenty- 
foin-,  and  for  Monday,  seventeen.  At  the  distribution 
of  the  prizes  after  the  competition  the  president  in 
a  few  well-chosen  words  thanked  the  comjietitors 
for  their  attendance,  congratulated  the  winners,  and 
hoped  he  wo\jld  see  them  all  next  year.  Mr.  Nickels, 
of  the  B.S.A.S.,  said  that  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
petitors ho  would  like  to  thank  the  president  and 
the  committee  for  the  courteous  way  they  had  been 
treated  and  entertained,  antl  congratulated  them  on 
success  of  the  competition.  Mr.  J.  L.  Rook,  B.S.  A.S. 
wished  to  congratulate  the  committee  on  the  way 
in  which  the  competition  had  been  worked,  as  he 
thought  that  it  reflected  great  credit  on  all  con- 
cerned, especially  the  arrangement  for  balloting  for 
boats  on  the  evening  prior  to  the  competition, 
which  seemed  to  him  the  best  arrangement  he  had 
met  anywhere  round  the  coast. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  J.  Gkipper." 

Boats. 

Class  1.— Ist  prize,  Mrs.  J.  Gill  (H.B.A.A.), 
1.31b.  lUoz.  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  J.  L.  Rook  (B.S.A.S.), 
111b.  10|oz. 

Class  2.— 1st  prize,  Mr.  J.  F.  Eldridge  (B.S.A.S.), 
Hb.  |oz.  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  F.  C.  Brown  (B.S.A.S.), 
lib.  ioz.,  Mr.  J.  E.  Gripper  (H.B.A.A.),  lib.  Joz. 

Class  3. — Saturday. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  J.  L.  Rook 
(B.S.A.S.),  31b.  I  Joz.  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  S.  Moss 
(H.B.A.A.),  21b.  OJoz.  Sundav.— 1st  prize,  Mr. 
F.  C.  Brown  (B.S.  A.S. ),  Gib.  S^oz.  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr. 
.T.  F.  Eldridge  (B.S. A.S. ),  51b.  8|oz.  Monday.— 
1st,  prize  Mr.  J.  E.  Gripper  (H.B.A.A.),  71b.  4oz.  : 
2nd  prize,  Mrs.  J.  Gill  (H.B.A.A.),  61b.  2oz. 

Class  4.— Mrs.  J.  Gdl  (H.B.A.A.),  131b.  ll^oz. 

Pier. 

Class  1. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  W.  Hayes  (Putney  A.S.)  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  P.  Fox  (Folkestone  A.S  ). 

Class  2. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  W.  Haves  (Putney  A.S.)  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  P.  Fox  (Folkestone  A.S'.). 

Class  3. — Saturday. — No  award.  Sunday. — 1st 
prize,  Mr.  W.  Hayes  (Putney  A.S.)  ;  2nd  prize,  no 
award.  Monday. — Ist  prize,  Mr.  P.  Fox  (Folkestone 
A.S.)  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  W.  C.  Nickels  (B.S. A.S. ). 

Class  4.— Mrs.  J.  Gill  (H.B.A.A.). 


LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION, 
LIMITED. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of 
the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Association,  Ltd.,  was  held 
in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on  Oct.  31,  when  Mr. 
George  Henderson,  chairman,  presided.  The 
directors'  repcrt  and  balance-sheet  were  adopted  as 
recommended  by  the  directors  ;  no  dividend  was 
declared.  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence,  Edinburgh,  a  well- 
known  angler,  was  elected  a  director  in  room  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Steedman,  deceased.  The  foirr  directors 
who  fell  to  retire  were  re-elected.  Mr,  William  Tod 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  night  fishing  along  the  side  of  the  loch  during  the 
summer.  He  understood  the  manager  had  sent  one 
of  his  men  to  look  after  the  poachers,  who  caught  a 
man  in  the  act,  but  nothing  further  was  done.  He 
would  like  to  see  this  fishing  put  a  stop  to,  as  it  was 
carried  on,  no  doubt,  to  the  detriment  of  the  Loch 
Leven  Angling  Association.  In  reply  to  the  chair- 
man Mr.  Whyte,  manager  of  the  fishings,  said  miners 
came  and  vised  set  lines  round  the  side  of  the  loch. 
His  men  had  come  across  as  many  as  seven  set  lines, 
all  well  baited,  in  a  day.  Mr.  Tod  said  he  knew  trout 
were  taken  round  the  edge  of  the  loch.  Mr.  W.  K. 
Falconer  said  he  had  been  told  that  parties  camo 
down  to  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  principal  feeders  of 
the  loch  and  lit  fii'es  and  fished  all  night.  He  thought 
the  association  should  prosecute  where  possible. 
The  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  manager  and 
secretary,  with  powers.  The  manager  explained  the 
difficulty  they  had  in  preventing  anglers  fishing  in 
the  streams  when  the  spawning  fish  were  running 
,  before  the  close  tune  under  the  new  Act,  large 
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nvimbers  of  spawning  fish  being  taken  witli  tlie  rod. 
On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  H.  J.  IMontgoinery,  it  was 
agreed  to  approach  tlie  proprietors  througlj  wliose 
lands  the  spawning  streams  flowed  with  a  view  of 
renting  the  streams,  and  thus  preventing  tlio  destruc- 
tion of  thousands  of  young  fisli  by  anglers  diu'ing  the 
siminier,  and  protecting  tlie  early  spawning  fish 
before  the  close  time.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  it 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  local  directois  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements.      Robt.  B.  Laing. 


ilofcs  from  f^c  Wovtl). 


On  Oct.  28  the  Rev.  Ham  Young  (of  York) 
landed  two  beautiful  salmon  of  261b.  and  251b.  on 
the  Deveron  at  Inverichnie.  Comparatively  speak- 
ing, Mr.  Young  has  done  better  than  most  Deveron 
anglers  this  autumn. 


Mt.  John  Elmslie  (Beechgrove,  Aberdeen)  creeled 
two  very  fine  fish  on  Oct.  31,  the  closing  day,  on 
Dr.  Stewart's  Deeside  hydro  water,  which  weighed 
201b.  and  221b.  respectively.  Mr.  Elmslie  had  to 
do  with  another,  but  lost  it. 

Lord  Penrhyn  left  Deeside  on  Oct.  27.  He  did 
11' t  stay  till  the  finish,  nor  was  there  much 
t>^mptation  to  do  so. 


Monday  (Oct.  31),  the  closing  day,  was  one  of  the 
best  of  this  lamentable  back-end  season.  Where 
there  were  fi.sh  they  were  freely  got  all  over  the 
Dee. 


The  Duchess  of  Fife  has  had  a  very  good  season, 
id  leaves  for  the  south  this  week. 


Tugnet,  the  famous  fishing  station  on  the  Spey, 
-ar  which  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has 
!«  salmon  hatchery,  is  to  have  one  of  the  best  and 
ost  up-to-date  golf  courses  in  the  kingdom. 

The  villages  of  Fochabers,  Garmouth,  Tugnet, 
ortgordon,  and  Buckie  have  formed  themselves 
to  an  association  to  promote  the  scheme.  The 
uke  is  at  the  back  of  it,  so  success  is  certain. 

'  The  funny  thing  about  the  past  season  on  the 
eauly — which  was  unique  in  making  a  record 
success,  whereas  elsewhere  it  was  a  rec(jrd  failure 
in  the  north — was  that  the  best  spoit  was  got  in 
July,  when  Mr.  W.  R.  Duff  had  from  twelve  to 
twenty-four  salmon  and  grilse  daily. 

^Ir.  James  Temple  (Richmond,  Surrey)  has  been 
having  a  stroll  all  over  the  north.  He  brought  up 
hw  rods  with  him,  but  they  were  never  once  up  ; 
it  was  not  good  anywhere. 

If  rain  does  not  come  soon  the  spawning  season 
will  suffer.  Already  the  fish  should  be  taking  to 
the  redds  in  the  upper  reaches,  but  bar  spring  and 
a  few  summer  grilse  they  are  not  there.  It  will  be 
a  matter  of  the  lower  redds  being  overcrowded. 

Special  Scotch. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"  O.  R.,"  Wandsworth. — The  little  fish  you  caught 
below  Hampton  Court  Bridge  is  a  pope  or  ruH. 

Hus.sAR. — ;Mr.;^A.  J.  Furlonge,  Royal  Thorough- 
fare, Lowestoft. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


ARTIFICIAL  SPATES. 

Dear  Sir,  —  With  reference  to  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's-  article  on  the  above  subject  in  the  Daily 
Mail  of  Oct.  31,  in  certain  conditions  of  a  river, 
when  the  water  is  low  and  clear,  and  when  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  about,  an  artificial  or  any  other 
kind  of  spate  is  not  only  most  welcome,  but 
decidedly  killing. 

I  will  give  you  an  in.stance.  In  the  month  of 
October,  1899,  the  river  Usk  had  run  d(jwn  vary 
low,  and  most  fishermen  had  left  the  noighbourho(Kl 
of  the  upper  water,  with  the  (!xcoptiori  of  Mr.  J. 
and  myself.  We  were  getting  very  tired  of  catching 
nothing,  and  one  evening  wo  both  decided  on 
"having  a  day  olT"  the  following  day.  1  decided 
on  going  for  a  ride,  and  Mr.  J.  to  a  picnic.  It 
turned  out  to  be  a  lovely  morning,  after  a  frosty 
night,  and  as  I  passed  the  river  1  noticed  it  was 
clear(;r  and  lower  if  anything  than  y(!Hterday.  I 
rode  on  for  an  hour  and  then  returncid  to  Usk, 
where  I  met  my  gillie,  who  was  hunting  about 
very  excitedly  in  all  directions  to  try  and  find  mo. 


Have  you  seen  the  river,  sir  V  "  he  said.  "  It  has 
ris(>n  nearly  a  foot  this  morning."  I  thought  the 
man  had  boon  drinking,  and  was  riding  on  when  ho 
came  running  after  mo  and  bogged  ino  to  believe 
him,  as  he  iiad  only  just  left  tiio  river..  So  1  nuidc 
for  the  bridge,  and  sine  t-novigh  there  was  a  beautiful 
httle  fresh,  and  wo  decided  to  get  back  home  and 
make  for  tlie  Rock  Pool  as  soon  as  possible  after  a 
hasty  limch.  VVMion  I  reached  the  pool  it  was  in 
nice  order,  just  on  a  level  witli  the  top  of  the  rock, 
and  I  had  not  made  half  a  dozen  casts  before  1  was 
into  a  fish,  and  when  I  had  fished  it  all  through 
only  once  1  had  six  fish  in  the  pool  and  two  in  the 
stream,  the  eight  weighing  84lb.  This  business 
occupied  exactly  two  hours,  from  two  o'clock  to 
four,  after  which  I  hooked  and  lost  a  fish,  and  did 
nothing  fuither,  as  a  heavy  fog  settled  on  the 
water. 

Now  the  funny  part  of  the  story  comes  in.  Next 
day  I  was  at  the  pool  at  eight  o'clock,  but  the 
water  had  all  gone,  and  as  clear  as  ever.  I 
saw  Mr.  J.  walking  leisurely  towards  me,  and 
occasionally  examining  the  bank.  "  It  almost  looks 
as  if  there  had  been  a  fresh,"  he  remarked,  on 
joining  me  ;  "  but,  of  course,  that  is  impossible,  as 
there  has  been  no  sign  of  rain." 

"  Tliere  was  a  nice  fresh,  however,"  I  replied, 
"  and  it  is  a  pity  you  went  away,  for  I  came  here  in 
the  afternoun  and  got  eight  fish."  Oh,  the  poor 
man,  how  sick  he  looked  ;  but  he  got  over  it  before 
the  day  was  over,  and  caught  four  fish,  whilst  I 
went  to  another  part  of  the  river  and  caught 
nothing. 

We  found  out  all  about  it  a  few  days  afterwards. 
It  appears  the  canal  banks  near  the  river  had  given 
waj',  thus  giving  a  temporary  rise  to  the  river. 
Of  course,  it  did  not  bring  fish  up  from  the  sea, 
but  it  was  effectual  in  bringing  out  those  who  were 
"bushing,"  as  they  say  on  the  Usk,  under  the 
banks  and  submerged  trees. — Yours  truly, 

Caerbadon,  Bath.  Alfeed  W.  Stone. 


"SPINNING  FOR  PIKE  MADE  EASY"— 
SINGLE-TRIANGLE  FLIGHT  AND  TRACE. 
[Errata.] 

Dear  Sir, — Owing  to  a  type-writer's  mistake  in 
copying  the  above  Ai  tide  published  last  week,  and 
my  own  oversight  (or  lack  of  oversight),  the  words 
"convex"  and  "convexity"  appear  instead  of 
"  concave  "  and  "  concavity  "  (p.  312,  third  column). 
The  context  ought  almost  to  indicate  the  error, 
but  still,  for  the  sake  of  accuracy,  you  will  perhaps 
allow  me  to  make  this  correction. 

Again,  in  the  small  illustration  of  the  single- 
triangle  flight  with  an  under-hung  lead,  the  "two 
feet  of  trace"  which  should  be  used  above  the  lead 
and  swivel  are  not  shown.  Tiiis  part  of  the  trace 
is,  of  course,  the  same  as  that  represented  in  the 
larger  cut  illustrative  of  the  belly-lead  arrangement 
with  "  swivel-compeller,"  etc. 

It  might  perhaps  also  be  mentioned — whilst  I 
am  trespassing  upon  tho  hospitality  of  your  columns 
— that  when  I  recently  used  this  tackle  on  the 
Avon  the  river  was  dead  low — lower  than  I  have 
ever  seen  it — with  generally  a  blight  sun  and  a 
wind  up-stream  nearly  every  day. — Yours  truly, 
H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 


COLOUR  OF  AUTUMN  SALMON  AND  THEIR 
STATE  OF  GRAVIDITY. 

Deab  Sir, — If  I  remember  rightly,  some  time 
back  you  expressed  a  wish  for  information  regarding 
the  colour  of  salmon  on  their  leaving  the  sea  in 
autumn,  and  in  any  case  I  think  that  my  relating 
the  following  facts  will  be  of  interest  to  yourself 
and  readers,  and  certainly  they  startled  ma  very 
considerably. 

On  Oct.  22  I  saw  a  female  fish  of  7ilb.  which  had 
been  taken  out  of  the  river  Clwyd  in  the  tidal  water, 
and  which  was  in  appearance  what  one  would  call 
an  "  vigly  black  brute  "  (especially  when  someone 
else  has  caught  it  !),  but  on  looking  more  closely 
at  it  I  found  it  very  thickly  bespattered  with  the, 
so-called,  sea  lice,  which  I  believe  cannot  exist  for 
twenty-four  hours  out  of  the  salt  water.  The  gills 
of  the  fish  were  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  no  sig^ns 
of  worms  about  tViem,  but  it  was  very  gravid, 
having  lib.  13oz.  of  well-developed  ova  in  it.  On 
the  same  day,  and  taken  from  the  same  pool,  called 
the  Junction  Pool  in  English,  and  Rhydyddauddwr 
in  Welsh — I  have  been  seven  years  trying  to 
pronoun(^o  that  word,  but  ha^e  made  no  progress 
so  far — I  saw  another  female  fish  taken  from  that 
pool  on  the  same  day,  a  perfect  beauty,  fresh  as 
paint,  and  clean  as  if  killed  in  spring,  and  with  sea 
lice  galore  upon  it,  its  weight  was  l2ilb.  But,  alas  ! 
when  opened  what  a  woeful  sight  presented  itself  to 
our  astonished  gaze.  The  fisii  was  chock  full  of 
very  highly-developed  ova  weighing  no  less  than 
21b.  loz.,  and  allowing,  at  tho  usual  rate  of  com- 
[)utation,  1000  ova  for  every  poimd  weight  of  fish, 
12,.500  ova  had  been  destroyed  by  the  capture  of 


this  one  fish.  Not  tho  shadow  of  Jjlarno  can  bo 
cast  upon  tho  angl(;r  for  killing  this  fish  ;  he  had 
every  proof  before  him  of  its  recent  ascent  from  tho 
sea,  and  no  eye  but  that  of  a  highly-trained  expert 
could  liavo  detected  the  state  of  gravidity  which 
the  fish  had  arrived  at. 

The  (rp(!n  season  for  rod  fishing  for  salmon  in  this 
diKtii<;t  is  from  May  10  to  Nov.  14,  which,  taking 
into  ('onsideration  that  those  cases  1  have  mentioned 
are  not  isolatcid  ones,  surely  is  (juite  four  wc(;kK  too 
long  ?  But  as  I  have  gone  fully  into  this  <(ueHtion 
in  a  (^ornmuni(;ation  to  your  coiif  iimporary,  t\\t;  Fidd, 
I  will  not  ask  for  space  to  reiterate  them  in  your 
columns.  At  the  same  time,  any  remarks  you  might 
be  pleased  to  favour  mo  with  on  the  matt<'rs  brought 
before  you  in  this  letter,  I  shall  be  grateful  for  and 
much  appreciate. — Yours  truly, 

St.  Asaph,  Oct.  31.       F.  M.  Leslie  (Major). 

P.S. — I  should  perhaps  mention  that  the  Junction 
Pool  does  not  belong  to  the  Clwyd  and  Elwy  P'ishing 
Association,  but  is  claimed,  by  some,  to  bo  free 
water  because  tidal  and  said  to  be  navigable.  Nous 
verrona. 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  TEVIOT. 

Dear  Sir,— I  think  that  "Double  T."  should 
find  plenty  of  grayling  in  the  waters  of  the  Upper 
Teviotdale  Fisheries  Association. 

1  am  fairly  sure  of  this  because  I  know,  from 
perysonal  observation  of  some  paits  and  reliable 
information  as  to  others,  that  the  Teviot  is  full  of 
grayling  from  Roxburgh  to  a  point  two  miles  abova 
Ancrum  Bridge.  If  the  Teviot  is  well  stocked  with 
grayling  between  these  points,  surely  there  must  bo 
plenty  farther  up,  where  the  water  is  purer  ? 

I  only  fished  one  day  above  Ancrum  Bridge — • 
that  is,  in  association  water.  On  this  occasion  I 
got  two  or  three,  averaging  Jib.  I  think  I  would 
have  had  more,  but  the  water  was  in  very  bad 
order,  and  I  had  to  leave  oft"  before  2  p.m.  I  usually 
found  that  from  3  p.m.  until  too  dark  to  see  the 
float  was  far  the  best  time. 

As  to  quarters.  I  think  that  permission  might  b3 
got  for  the  part  below  Jedmouth  by  a  respectable 
angler  from  the  factor  of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian's 
estate.  In  this  case  stop  at  Jedburgh,  and  take 
train  to  J edfoot  or  Nisbet  Station  every  morning. 
Both  stations  are  close  to  the  water,  and  a  very 
shoit  distance  by  rail  from  Jedburgh. 

With  an  association  ticket  stop  at  Ancrum. 
Ancrum  Bridge  is  about  half  a  mile  away ;  fish  from 
the  bridge  up.  There  is  an  inn  at  Ancrum,  and  I 
think  that  fairly  comfortable  lodging  of  a  primitive 
kind  could  be  had. 

Do  not  go  too  near  Hawick,  as  the  water  will  be  less 
pure  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  therefore  will  have 
fewer  fish. 

"  Double  T."  is  quite  right  as  to  grayling  being 
looked  on  as  vermin  in  these  parts.  I  believe  that 
most  anglers  in  Scotland  would  thinli  it  more 
reasonable  to  fish  for  trout,  although  in  close  time. 
Worm  will  do  much  better  than  fly,  I  think. 
Wading  not  necessary,  but  might  be  convenient. 
Very  fine  Nottingham  gear  and  rod  I  found  best. 

If  "Double  T."  wants  more  information,  I  will 
be  glad  to  hear  from  him,  if  you,  Mr.  Editor,  will 
kindly  give  him  my  address. — Yours  truly, 

LOOHWOOD. 


SINGLE-HOOK  PRAWN  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton,  in  your  issue 
of  Oct.  29,  sends  a  sketch  of  prawn  tackle  which  he 
says  is  "  unfit  for  publication."  Well,  I  agi'ee  with 
him,  but  not  for  his  reason,  for  I  maintain,  as  an 
old  salmon  fisher,  that  any  sketch  of  prawn  tackle 
is  unfit  for  publication,  for  prawn  fishing  is  as 
unworthy  of  a  true  sportsman  as  fishing  with  salmon 
roe.  I  speak  from  long  experience  of  Irish  rivers, 
chiefly  the  Lee,  Blackwater,  and  Shamion,  and  I 
maintain  that  each  of  these  rivers  is  being  ruined  as 
a  sporting  fly-fishing  river  by  the,  what  may  be 
termed,  pot-hvmting  practice  of  prawn  fishing,  which 
ought  to  be  forbidden  by  law. — Yours  truly, 

W.  J.  TivY. 

[Dr.  Tivy's  denunciation  of  the  prawn  is  too 
sweeping.  I  agree  with  him  that  it  ought  never 
to  be  used  on  a  "  sporting  fly-fishing  liver,"  but 
that  unfortvmately  is  what  many  salmon  rivers  are 
not. — Ed.] 


SINGLE-HOOK   PRAWN  TACKLE. 

De.\r  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  Mr. 
Payton's  description  of  praAvn-fishing  for  salmon 
with  single-hook  tackle,  and  his  mode  of  baiting  the 
hook,  and  as  there  is  some  slight  difference  in  his 
methods  to  those  I  have  used,  I  think  that  perhaps 
you  might  consider  them  worth  noticing  in  your 
valuable  journal  ;  and  although  I  do  not  profess 
to  be  a  thorough  expert  at  prawn-fishing,  still  I 
have  succeeded  in  getting  seven  fish  on  the  single- 
hook  tackle  in  one  day,  weighing  _  651b.  ;   and  on 
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another  day  I  got  on  this  tackle  the  two  largest  fish 
I  ever  killed  on  the  same  day,  and  a  third,  smaller 
one  (26^1b.,  30^1b.,  and  111b.  weight).  I  generally 
used  the  ordinary  Limerick  bend  hook,  but  that 
square  bend  of  Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's,  I 
have  found  to  be  very  useful. 

To  bait  the  hook  I  ran  a  baiting  needle  in  at  the 
thorax  and  brought  it  out  at  point  of  tail,  then  slip- 
ping the  loop  of  the  link  of  gut  upon  which  the  hook 
was  tied  into  the  eye  of  the  needle,  pulled  it  through, 
settled  the  prawn  comfortably  down  on  the  shank 
of  the  hook  and  boimd  it  there  with  red  cotton 
thread.  But  I  think  that  Mr.  Payton's  colour — 
orange — would  be  much  better.  I  think  this  plan 
of  using  a  baiting-needle  recommends  itself  to  those 
not  possessing  such  deft  fingers  as  doubtless  Mr. 
Payton  has,  for  even  with  the  needle  I  found  that  I 
sometimes  broke  off  legs  or  horns,  and  I  believe 
the  more  perfect  the  prawn  can  be  presented  to  the 
fish  the  better.  I  used  also  to  varnish  the  pro- 
truding part  of  the  hook  a  pink  or  light  red  colour, 
with  seahng-wax  varnish  applied  warm. 

In  deep,  slow-running  water  I  found  that  a  very 
useful  way  of  fishing  the  pravm  was  using  a  float,  and 
following  it  down  the  bank  of  the  river,  or  in  broader 
parts,  letting  the  rod  hang  over  the  stern  of  the  boat 
and  drifting  down  stream  stern  foremost. — Yours 
truly,  •  F.  M.  Leslie. 


i   ON  KEEPING  GUT  IN  GOOD  CONDITION 

Dear  Sm, — On  reading  "  Benwyan's  "  suggestion 
for  keeping  gut,  I  must  say  I  was  astounded  at  it. 
I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  to  you  for  your  testing 
or  inspection  a  sample  of  drawn  gut  taken  at  random 
out  of  a  hank  of  gut  that  I  purchased  from  Crossdale 
and  Cox,  of  Briggate,  Leeds,  between  fifteen  and 
sixteen  years  ago,  that  has  been  kept  in  a  parch- 
ment pocket  in  one  of  my  fishing  books  ever  since, 
and  that  is  all  the  protection  that  it  has  had  from 
that  day  to  this,  with  the  exception  of  being  locked 
up  in  a  drawer  when  not  out  with  me.  I  think.  Sir, 
after  you  have  tried  the  sample  you  will  say  that 
it  must  be  about  as  good  as  ever.  I  am  rather  an 
old  fisherman,  as  it  is  over  fifty-five  years  since  I 
first  handled  rod  to  catch  fish,  and  I  must  say  I 
never  heard  tell  of  anybody  keeping  gut  damp. 
My  grandfather  taught  me  to  keep  it  dry  and  from 
the  atmosphere  as  much  as  possible.  I  not  long  ago 
finished  the  remainder  of  a  hank  of  gut — the  old- 
fashioned  gut,  thick  at  one  end  and  thin  at  the 
other — that  my  uncle  gave  me  thirty-two  years  ago, 
and  as  he  had  been  past  fishing  himself  through 
rheumatism  for  over  twenty  years,  without  doubt 
that  gut  was  forty  years  old,  and  had  always  been 
kept  in  parchment,  and  better  gut  I  never  had,  so 
that  like  yourself  I  say  that  gut  is  best  kept  dry 
and  free  from  moisture.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  compelled 
to  acknowledge  that  I  have  got  a  vast  amount  of 
good  information  out  of  your  paper  in  the  many 
years  I  have  been  reading  it,  and  if  you  think  fit 
to  give  your  opinion  on  the  sample  of  gut  enclosed 
you  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  do  so. — Yours  truly, 

Leeds.  George  Butler. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Butler.  He  sends  me 
some  fine-drawn  gut  which  he  bought  in  1889.  I 
I  have  tested  every  strand  carefully,  and  I  quite  agree 
with  him  that  it  is  as  good  as  ever  it  was,  which  is 
very  good  indeed  ;  and  my  experience  is  that  drawn 
gut  perishes  more  quickly  than  undrawn,  which  is 
only  what  one  would  expect,  seeing  that  drawing 
gut  through  the  metal  plate  to  reduce  it  is  like  taking 
the  enamel  off  a  cane — it  weakens  it,  and  makes  it 
more  liable  to  be  affected  by  damp.  I  hope  our 
friend  "  Benwyan  "  will  experiment  with  drawn  as 
well  as  imdrawn  gut. — Ed.] 


KEEPING  OF  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Benwyan's  "  letter  deserves  atten- 
tion, and  that  of  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock  even  more  in 
my  opinion.  There  are  few  better  preservatives  for 
a  hank  of  gut — drawn  or  vmdrawn — or  for  one's 
casting  lines  (collars)  than  an  ordinary  india-rubber 
tobacco  pouch.  I  have  used  one  for  many  years, 
and  I  am  satisfied  with  results.  I  offer  as  a  sug- 
gestion that,  since  the  tobacco  pouch  seems  to 
protect  the  gut  and  keep  it  for  years,  fishermen 
might  do  worse  than  have  their  fly  books  put  into 
envelopes  made  with  long  flaps  of  the  same  material. 
Good  for  use  when  fishing,  good  for  the  off  season, 
when  the  fly  Look  is  laid  aside  for  another  year. 

India-rubber  manufacturers  take  note  : — (1)  On  a 
rainy  day,  when  one  gets  wet  to  the  skin,  the  fly 
book  would  bo  kept  dry  ;  (2)  in  the  event  of  getting 
out  of  one's  depth  when  wading,  it  would  be  of 
especial  value.  On  the  other  hand,  overheated 
rooms  over-dries  silkworm  gut,  reducing  its 
elasticity  and  substituting  the  brittleness  of  glass 
rods. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


THOSE  IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  S.  S.  Mos.sop's  allusion  to  "  Lough 
Cullen  chestnuts"  in  Fishing  Qazette  of  Oct  29,  and 


his  query  whether  "extra  gas"  makes  an  Irish  pike 
"  weigh  heavier  in  proportion  to  its  size  than  an 
English  pike,"  may,  no  doubt,  be  answered  by  the 
fact  that  Conn  and  Cullen  fish  are  much  "  inflated  " 
as  to  weight. 

A  Lough  Conn  pike  of  291b.,  captured  September, 
1894,  was  reported  in  a  London  Sunday  newspaper 
as  47Jlb.  In  June,  1895,  a  281b.  pike  was  recorded 
by  the  same  newspaper  as  3Clb.,  and  another  Conn 
fish  of  291b.  4oz.,  caught  June,  1904,  was  stated  to 
bo  361b.  6oz.  Many  Irish  pike  have  the  peculiarity  of 
increasing  largely  in  weight  after  capture.  The 
angling  story  of  a  pike  which  was  30in.  long  when 
it  was  caught  before  breakfast  and  became  3Gin. 
long  by  dinner  time  "was  not  lying" — Mr. 
Chesterton  says  "  it  was  gaseous  atmosphere  and 
perspective." — Yours  truly,     Alfred  Jardine. 


OSIER  EEL  TRAPS. 

Dear  Sib, — A  friend  of  mine  haa  just  handed  to 
me  a  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Oct.  22,  in  which 
you  are  enquiring  for  osier  eel  traps.  If  you  have 
not  already  got  suited  I  shall  Le  pleased  to  quote  you 
for  the  same,  on  receipt  of  particulars  or  sample  of 
what  you  require.  There  are  two  kinds  of  traps 
made  here — one  for  eels,  and  one  for  lamprey.  I  have 
just  commenced  business  on  my  own  account,  and  I 
have  not  supplied  any  traps  as  yet,  or  I  would  quote 
you  price  now. — Yours  truly,  F.  Massey. 

OSIER  EEL  TRAPS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  from  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  you 
would  like  the  address  of  makers  of  eel  catchers  made 
of  wickerwork,  and  have  pleasure  in  informing  you 
that  this  firm  are  makers  of  same,  and  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  from  you.  We  are  in  a  position  to 
supply  any  quantity  required.  We  generally  hold 
a  fair  stock  of  both  large  and  small  sizes,  but  in  any 


case  we  can  supply  promptly  if  not  in  stock.  I 
enclose  you  a  sketch  of  those  we  make,  so  that  you 
may  see  if  they  are  the  kind  you  require,  and  shall 
be  pleased  to  have  your  reply  in  course  of  post. 

Although  a  stranger  to  you  I  hope  I  am  not  out  of 
order  in  stating  how  much  I  enjoy  the  perusal  of 
yoiu-  interesting  paper ;  the  articles  and  various 
adventiires  of  the  anglers  who  contribute  are 
admirable. — Yours  truly,       Thomas  Feltwell. 

Stokes  &  Co.,  Bank-street,  Worcester. 


EEL  TRAPS. 

Dear.  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  by  one 
of  your  subscribers  to  a  note  about  wicker  eel  traps. 
I  make  a  quantity  of  these  from  time  to  time  for  a 
fish  hatchery  company,  who  supply  them  to  their 
customers  for  clearing  ponds,  etc.,  of  eels  before 
stocking  them  with  fry.  I  also  make  them  for  eel- 
fishers  for  the  market ;  the  shape  is  bottle  shape, 
but  not  quite  so  square  at  the  shoulders  as  the  ordi- 
nary beer  bottle  ;  width  of  mouth  of  trap,  ICin. ; 
length  of  whole  basket,  33in. — Yours  truly, 

52  and  54,  Friars  Vennel,         Jos.  Paterson, 
Dumfries.         Eel  Trap  and  Bee  Appliance 
Maker. 

FISHING  NEAR  OXFORD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  an  article  on  Thames  fishing 
by  "  J.  D.  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  29, 
but  he  does  not  talk  of  anything  higher  up  than 


Abingdon.  Could  he  give  a  description  of  the  best 
angling  places,  especially  for  pike,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Oxford.  I  am  anxious  to  find  a  spot 
where  I  can  go  and  have  a  couple  of  hours'  spinning 
in  the  afternoon  with  some  prospect  of  sport. — 
Yours  truly,  N.  F.  T. 

Lincoln  College,  Oxford.  ^ 

[I  asked  an  angler  who  knqws  the  district  well, 
and  he  kindly  replies  as  follows  : — "  As  regards  the 
fishing  near  Oxford,  Eynsham  is  quite  a  good  place, 
distance  from  Oxford  about  five  miles  ;  the  water 
there  is  rented  by  the  Oxford  Angling  Society,  day 
tickets  sixpence,  annual  subscription  five  shillings. 
At  Pink  Hill  lock  the  fishing  also  is  very  good  ; 
distance,  four  and  a  half  miles.  The  fishing  on  the 
towpath  side  is  rented  by  the  Oxford  Angling 
Society  ;  on  the  Oxfordshire  side,  the  better  side,  it 
is  preserved  by  the  farmers,  Messrs.  Wright  and 
Hopkins,  who  issue  tickets,  obtainable  at  the  lock  ; 
day,  sixpence,  year,  half  a  crown.  There  are  plenty 
of  fish  in  this  water  ;  fishing  there  for  about  three 
hours  on  a  Tuesday  about  tlu-ee  weeks  ago,  I  caught 
ten  pike,  largest  6|lb.,  and  on  the  following  Thurs 
day  I  had  seven  fish,  largest  4Jlb.,  in  about  three 
hours'  fishing.  In  the  Trout  Irm  water  at  Godstow 
there  is  also  good  pike  fishing,  tickets  one  shilling 
the  day,  obtainable  at  the  Trout  Inn." — Ed.] 


SEIONT  GWYRFAI  AND  DISTRICT  FISHERY  ' 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  query  inserted  at 
the  foot  of  my  letter  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  29,  re 
"Fishing  in  North  Wales,"  I  beg  to  inform  you 
that  there  is  no  pike  or  coarse  fishing  in  any  of  the 
rivers  or  lakes  in  my  district. — Yours  truly,  , 
31,  Bangor-street,  R.  Pughe  Griffiths.  , 

Carnarvon.  J 


TRENT  ROACH.  ^ 

Dear  Sir, — As  an  ardent  Trent  roach  fisherman  I 
wonder  if  brother  anglers  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  are  suffering  as  we  are  from  lack  of  sport 
in  this  particular  branch.  Since  August  Bank 
Holiday  no  lure  seems  to  have  tempted  them. 

The  water  conditions  have  been  phenomenal,  and 
constitute  a  record  for  lowness  at  the  present  time  ; 
this  seems  to  have  produced  a  second  growth  of  weed 
full  of  insect  life,  and  what  few  fish  are  caught  suggest 
June  and  July  conditions,  instead  of  that  glorious, 
plump,  fighting  type  of  October. — Yours  truly, 

H.  E.  BiRKS. 

Nottingham  Wellington  AngUng  Association. 

[Mr.  Birks  probably  voices  the  feelings  of  roach 
and  other  anglers  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  I 
believe  he  has  hit  on  the  right  cause  in  the  abtmdance 
of  natiu-al  food.  I  pulled  some  weed  out  of  a  stream 
the  other  day  and  found  it'  alive  with  larvae  and 
shrimp. — Ed.] 


BREEDING  FROM  EARLY  OR  LATE  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  it  not  be  just  as  well  to  see 
what  we  have  as  proved  facts  on  the  subject  before 
discussing  the  merits  of  either  ?  I  would  suggest 
that  such  questions  as  I  subjoin  should  first  be 
ventilated: — (1)  Is  it  a  fact  that  salmon  are  pre- 
disposed in  favour  of  particular  rivers  ?  (2)  Is  there 
any  difference  between  "  spring "  salmon  and 
"  autumn  "  salmon  beyond  that  one  ascends  a  river 
in  spring,  the  other  in  autumn  ?  (3)  Is  the  ascent 
of  rivers  by  salmon  prompted  by  a  desire  to  spawn  ; 
or  is  spawning  merely  a  matter  of  necessity  resulting 
from  natural  development  ?  (4)  Why  should  not 
the  early  spring  salmon  of  one  year,  with  all  its 
character  for  pushing  quickly  and  far  up  riveis, 
be  the  autumn  salmon  of  next  year  ?  (5)  'WTiat 
groimd  is  there  to  favour  the  idea  that  spawn  of  a 
small  salmon  or  grilse  should  not  produce  as  large 
fish  as  that  of  big  Salmon  ? — Yours  truly. 

Grey  North. 


CAPTURE  OF  A  CURIOUS  CRAB  {GONOPLAX 
EHOMBOIDES). 

Dear  Sir, — Whilst  fishing  for  whiting  in  the 
Sound  recently  Mr.  William  Axworthy  caught  on 
his  hook  one  of  these  curious  crabs.  The  pecuUarity 
is  the  elongated  anterior  pair  of  limbs,  and  the 
carapace  being  square  or  rhomboidal  in  shape.  It 
is  a  native  of  the  Mediterranean,  and-  is  very  rarely 
caught  on  these  shores,  and  more  especially  on  a 
hook.  I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Lowe,  the  Curator  of  the 
Beaumont  Museum  here,  who  no  doubt  will  preserve 
it  for  exhibition. — Yours  truly, 

William  Hearder. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

TROUT  OR  SALMON  FISHING  IN  DIEPPE  OR 
BOULOGNE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  can  inform  me  if  trout  or  salmon 
fishing  can  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dieppe  or  Boulogne. — Yours  truly,         C.  H.  N. 
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good  faith.    Unless  this  role  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  wHl 

'      be  taken  of  such  communications. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Bit  of  Good  Mixed  Fishing  near  London. 

If  one  or  two  of  my  readers  want  to  know  where 
to  get  a  rod  on  a  nice  bit  of  general  fishing  water 
near  London,  I  shall  bo  glad  to  give  them  particulars  ; 
it  is  a  subscription  water.  It  is  no  good  to  a  man 
who  wants  trout  only,  though  large  trout  are  taken 
by  spinning,  but  I  do  not  know  a  better  bit  of  coarse 
fishing  water  anywhere  so  near  London.  Although 
this  has  been  an  exceptionally  bad  season,  some 
excellent  takes  of  roach,  bream,  dace,  and  perch 
have  been  had,  as  well  as  a  fair  number  of  jack, 
trout,  and  chub.  I  have  only  been  down  a  few 
times,  but  have  always  had  fish  of  some  sort.  The 
last  time  I  was  down  I  had  a  few  roach  and  dace, 
a  brace  of  perch,  and  two  or  three  jack,  and  ought 
to  have  had  others  which  I  missed. 

Sport  on  the  Tweed. 

Mr.  .J.  J.  Hardy  got  that  "  fush  he  promised  me 
after  all.  I  wish  I  had  been  able  to  join  him,  as 
sport  has  been  good.  He  writes  from  Norham-on- 
Tweed  under  date  Nov.  8  : 

"  Please  accept  fish  sent  by  to-night's  train.  I 
commenced  yesterday,  and  although  the  water  is 
very  low,  have  got  fish.  Mr.  R.  Bradford,  of  the 
Piscatorials,  is  with  me,  and  killed  to-day  a  magni- 
ficent fish  of  33lb.  and  lost  another  big  one.  Mr. 
Sheriff  got  two — one  121b.  and  a  small  one.  Mr. 
Forsyth  had  one  of  ICAh.    I  had  four— 171b.,  171b., 

lO^lb.,  101b.,  and  one  of  181b.  yesterday.  All  things 
considered,  it  is  a  pity  you  could  not  have  joined  us 

i  H  we  expected  you  would.'- 

Spinning  for  Pike  with  a  S  joz.  Fly  Rod. 

On  two  occasions  recently  I  have  enjoyed  a  novel 
experience  in  spinning.  I  wanted  to  give  the 
improved  small  ".Silex  -'-  agood  trial  as  I  believe  in 
i '  thoroughly.  The  great  improvement  in  the  new 
Silex"  i8\les8r8. Hardy 'sdiscoveryofabrakewhich 
at  once  prevents  over-running  and  yet  permits  a 
long  cast  to  be  made.  With  a  halfpenny  or  a  six- 
p*;nce  you  turn  a  screw  until  you  have  got  just  the 
right  pressure  on  the  drum  of  the  reel,  and  then 
nearly  all  trouble  from  over-running  is  done  away 
with.    I  have  not  tried  tho  reel  with  an  ordinary 


spinning  rod — no  doubt  it  would  answer  just  as 
well.  I  happened  to  try  a  lovely  little  ten-foot  5f  oz. 
Leonard  split  cane  rod  which  I  have,  and  I  found 
with  it  and  the  "  Silex  "  and  a  light  Carter  Wagtail  I 
could  cast  most  comfortably  with  one  hand  and 
fish  all  day  without  feeling  the  least  fatigue,  while 
the  sport  of  playing  a  pike  on  a  rod  weighing  less 
than  6oz.  is  great.  I  use  one  of  Messrs.  Foster's  fine 
"  Acme '-  lines  which  makes  an  admirable  spinning 
line  when  well  rubbed  with  Gishurstine  ;  this 
should  be  done  once  each  day,  as  it  does  away  with 
a  lot  of  friction  in  the  rings.  The  Wagtail  is  an 
admirable  spinner,  only  you  want  to  see  that  the 
hooks  are  not  too  large  and  the  twisted  gut  too 
stiff.  It  is  as  light  as  a  phantom,  and  all  that  is 
wanted  on  the  trace  are  three  swivels  and  a  couple 
of  small  perforated  bullets  the  size  of  a  medium- 
size  pea.  You  adjust  the  reel  so  that  the  spinner 
and  lead  will  almost  but  not  quite  make  it  revolve 
slowly  as  you  let  it  hang  down  from  the  rod  point. 
Then,  holding  the  fly  rod  in  the  right  hand,  you 
make  the  cast,  say,  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  yards, 
the  bait  drops  lightly  and  there  is  no  overrun  to 
speak  of.  I  have  only  tried  the  plan  twice,  and  I 
found  I  could  make  scores  of  casts  without  an  over- 
run after  a  little  practice.  The  beauty  of  it  is  that 
you  do  not  have  even  to  control  the  reel  when 
starting  the  cast.  You  simply  hold  the  handle  of 
the  rod  in  the  right  hand  and  swing  the  bait  out 
boldly  in  the  direction  you  wish  it  to  go.  The  fact 
that  the  fly  rod  bends  so  much  makes  it  much  easier 
to  cast  where  you  want  to  than  with  a  stiff  rod. 
Not  the  least  advantage  is  that  you  can  spin  all 
day  and  make  casts  quite  all  that  are  required  for 
ordinary  fishing  purposes  and  yet  not  feel  it  so 
much  as  in  fly-fishing.  Of  course,  after  each  cast 
you  take  the  rod  in  left  hand  and  wind  up  with  right ; 
in  fact,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  have  the  left  hand  ready 
to  stop  the  reel  just  when  the  bait  is  falling  into 
the  water,  as  this  enables  you  to  let  the  reel  run  a 
trifle  more  freely  than  when  it  is  not  touched  at 
all.  I  hope  to  try  this  rod  and  reel  and  tackle 
among  some  heavy  pike  before  long  to  see  how  a 
5|oz.  split  cane  handles,  sa)^  a  151b.  pike  in  a  river. 
The  Yankees  say  they  can  kill  201b.  salmon  on  them. 

Blue  Game  Fowls  for  Fly  Tying. 

Some  of  our  readers  who  go  in  for  the  fascinating 
art  of  fly-tying  may  be  glad  to  know  that  Mr.  T.  F. 
Tracy,  of  the  Exe  Valley  Fishery,  Exebridge,  via 
Tiverton,  is  advertising  blue  game  fowls.  He  tells 
me  that  he  has  some  capital  cockerels  with  lovely 
blue  necks  for  sale. 


A  Note  from  Canada— The  Late  Major  Albert 
Caswell. 

Writing  from  Belleville,  Ontario,  Canada,  on  Oct. 
25,  Mr.  Wm.  N.  Ponton  says  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  which  was  passed  by  the  Bay  of  Quinte 
Forest  and  Stream  Club,  commemorative  of  the 
late  Major  Albert  Casswell,  who  was  a  fisherman 
of  the  good  old  English  type,  and  whose  name  will 
be  remembered  by  many  English  friends.  Should 
you  be  able  to  find  room  for  it  or  for  a  paragraph 
regarding  it  in  your  columns  it  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  appreciated. 

"  Permit  me  to  express  what  continuous  and 
satisfying  pleasure  the  weekly  perusal  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  gives  to  the  Canadians  whose  privilege  it 
is  to  have  it  as  a  welcome  visitor.  The  page  of 
'  Jottings  by  the  Way,'  signed  '  Dragnet,'  is  a 
constant  fund  of  interest,  and  occasionally  harmless 
merriment. 

"  Our  Bay  of  Quinte  still  furnishes  exceUent 
maskinonge,  also  pike  and  rock  bass.  The  black 
bass  have  been  decimated  by  the  constant  use  in 
spring  and  fall  of  fishermen's  nets,  which  no  amount 
of  indignant  protest  can  do  away  with.  If  you 
would  care  for  an  occasional  item  from  this  district, 
I  think  our  secretary  would  be  pleased  to  furnish 
you  therewith. — Yours  truly, 

"  W.  N.  Ponton.': 

Here  is  the  resolution  Mr.  Ponton  refers  to  : — 

"  Canadian  Fobkst  and  Stream  Club  Passes 
Resolution  of  Respect  to  Memory  of  Late 
Member. 

"  Resolved, — That  the  members  of  the  Forest  and 
Stream  Club,  of  Belleville,  desire  to  record  upon  their 
minutes  their  sincere  tribute  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  late  Major  Albert  Casswell,  and  to 
express  their  enduring  appreciation  of  his  many 
cxcoUcnt  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  which  endeared 


him  to  all  as  good  comrade,  faithful  friend  and 
manly  man. 

"  Those  who  knew  him  best  loved  him  most. 
He  carried  into  a  veteran  life  tho  youthful  and 
independent  spirit  of  true  British  sportsmanship. 

"  The  members  of  the  Forest  and  Stream  Club 
who  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  well  this  loyal, 
good  citizen,  who, 

'  Found  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running 
brooks, 

'  Sermons  in  stones  and  good  in  everything,' 

desire  to  extend  their  heartfelt  sympathy  and  con- 
dolence to  his  widow  and  family  in  their  sad  bereave- 
ment. "  W.  N.  Ponton, 
"  M.  Wright, 

i'  Committee." 

Preserved  Bait  for  Sea  Fishing. 

Sea-fishing  readers  who  have  found  the  preserved 
bait  for  sea  fishing  sold  by  Mr.  F.  Gosden,  of 
Reading,  useful,  should  note  that  he  has  changed 
his  address  to  22,  Wantage-road,  Reading. 

. 

I  How  to  Catch  Dogfish. 

"  Buck-Bean  "■  kindly  sends  me  this  amusing 
extract  from  a  seventeenth  century  "  Commonplace 
Book  : — "  The  manner  of  catching  Doggfish  at  ye 
Isle  of  Schoelink  in  West  Friseland.  The  men  of 
ye  Island  attire  themselves  with  beast  skins  and 
then  fall  to  dancing ;  with  which  sport  ye  fish 
being  much  delighted,  make  out  of  the  waters 
towards  them ;  netts  being  pitched  presently  be- 
twixt them  and  the  water.  Which  done  the  men 
put  off  their  disguises,  and  the  frighted  fish  hastning 
toward  ye  sea,  are  caught  in  the  Toyls.'l 

Eyed  Hooks  for  Sea  Fishing  on  Gut. 

Messrs.  Cox  and  MacPherson,  of  62,  High-street 
Southampton,  send  me  some  first-rate  eyed  sea 
hooks  mounted  on  good  gut.  The  hooks  are  No.  10 
sneck  bend — that  is,  just  an  inch  long  from  middle  of 
bend  to  eye ;  the  gut  is  knotted  round  the  shank 
just  at  neck  of  the  eye,  if  one  may  so  speak,  and 
the  end  is  then  whipped  to  the  shank :  this  makes 
the  hook  stand  out  firmly  from  the  end  of  the 
gut.  Doubtless  Messrs.  Cox  and  MacPherson  make 
similar  hooks  in  larger  and  smaller  sizes — certainly 
I  have  never  seen  better  eyed  hooks  for  sea  fishing. 
I  shall  try  a  couple  of  these  on  a  Wagtail  for  pike  in 
place  of  the  clumsy  triangles. 

Destruction  of  Fish  and  Horses  by  the 
Derbyshire  Wye. 

Anglers  who  fish  the  Wye  will  be  sorry  to  hear 
that  "  hundreds  of  trout  and  grayhng  have  been 
poisoned  in  the  River  Wye  at  Bakewell.  Dead 
and  dying  fish  are  being  taken  out  by  the  bucketful, 
while  three  horses  turned  out  in  a  field  by  the  river- 
side have  died  suddenly.  Some  of  the  dead  fish 
have  been  examined  by  the  county  analyst,  but  so 
far  he  has  been  unable  to  solve  the  mystery.".  WTiat 
required  examination  was  the  water.  It  looks  Uke 
poison  from  sewage  again. 

Suspected  Fish  Poisoning  in  the  River  Derwent. 

Mr.  H.  Hallam,  of  the  Bridge  Inn,  Calver,  observed 
some  fish  lying  dead  in  the  river  near  the  bridge  on 
Nov.  2.  Upon  close  observation  he  found  six  good- 
sized  trout  dead.  Captain  Chalmer,  of  Sheffield, 
was  passing  at  the  time,  and  he  reported  what  he 
had  seen  to  Mr.  Sherwood,  one  of  the  Chatsworth 
keepers.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  their 
death,  but  took  possession  of  the  fish  and  reported 
the  matter  to  the  authorities  at  Chatsworth,  in 
whose  water  they  were  foimd.  Two  of  the  trout 
weighed  over  lib.  each  ;  the  others  were  less.  Two 
days  later  within  a  radius  of  thirty  yards  eleven 
dead  trout  were  taken  from  the  river.  So  far  no 
explanation  can  be  given  of  this  strange  affair.  The 
authorities  are  making  full  investigation. 

A  £ioo  Rod  for  a  Dry-Fly  Purist. 

An  angler  who  has  about  two  miles  of  charming 
trout  water  in  Kent  asks  me  if  I  know  a  "  real 
good  fellow  and  dry-fly  purist ''  who  wants  a  rod 
(price  £100)  for  next  season.  At  the  moment  I  do 
not  know  anyone  who  is  not  already  fixed  up,  but 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  who  may  see 
this  note  who  wants  a  bit  of  very  good  fishing.  I 
think  four  rods  is  the  limit  for  the  two  miles.  j 

R.  Bi  Marston. 
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LOCH  CLUNIE. 


There  are,  I  believe,  two  lochs  in  Scotland  that 
tear  the  above  name,  but  the  one  1  propose  to 
describe  lies  in  a  remote  and  very  beautiful  district 
between  Loch  Duich  (a  sea  loch)  and  Loch  Ness, 
and  is  partly  in  Ross-shire  and  partly  in  Inverness- 
shire.  Loch  Clunie  contains  trout  unsurpassed  and 
perhaps  unequalled  in  average  size  and  quality  in 
all  Scotland,  and  unfortunately  pike  also.  I  must 
try  and  make  my  statement  about  the  size  of  the 
trout  quite  clear.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  suggest 
that  there  are  not  other  Scottish  lochs  that  yield 
even  larger  trout  than  Clunie,  but  in  such  lochs  the 
trout  are  either  caught  trolling — a  form  of  sport 
that  appeals  to  many  anglers,  and  which  I  do  not 
seek  to  disparage,  though  I  do  not  care  for  it 
myself — but  which  ought  not,  I  think,  to  be  com- 
pared when  the  mere  weight  of  the  fish  is  being 
considered  with  fly  fishing — or  else  when  the  trout 
are  caught  with  the  fly  the  number  so  caught  is  so 
extremely  small  that  the  capture  of  a  fish  is  quite 
an  event.  Of  lochs  of  the  latter  class  a  good 
example  is  Loch  Tummel.  I  beUeve  very  big  trout 
of  41b.  or  5lb.  are  occasionally  caught  with  the  fly 
in  Loch  Tummel,  but  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying 
that  no  one  counts  on  making  a  basket  on  Tummel. 
Now  the  rare  merit  of  Clunie  (apart  from  the 
quality  of  the  trout)  is  that  fair  numbers  can 
be  counted  on  under  decent  conditions,  and 
that  all  the  fish  in  the  lake  are  fly  risers.  Of 
course  the  capture  of  a  3 -pounder  is  not  so 
common  as  that  of  a  pounder — that  is  natural 
enough — but  there  is  no  hard  and  fast  line 
where  you  can  say  that  the  fly  rising  fish  stop. 

I  have  noticed  in  several  Highland  lochs 
(notably  Loch  Rannoch,  which  I  know  very 
well)  that  whereas  fish  up  to  lib.  or  a  trifle 
over  rise  freely,  above  that  size  they  seem  to 
change  their  habits  and  rarely  rise  to  the  fly, 
but  are  almost  always  caught  trolling.'  Another 
thing  that  I  have  noticed  is  that  after,  say, 
l-Jlb.  the  fish  change  their  appearance — they 
lose  their  brilliant  yellow  or  bronze  colour  and 
become  a  sort  of  uniform  grey  tint,  due,  I 
suppose,  to  their  inhabiting  deeper  water  and 
feeding  exclusively  on  small  fish.  Now  in  Clunie 
this  is  not  the  case.  Ail  the  trout  from  the 
same  parts  of  the  lake  resemble  each  other— 
the  big  ones  are  just  as  bright  as  the  small, 
and  I  think  the  reason  for  this  is  that  the 
trout  never  really  give  up  the  habit  of  rising  to 
the  natural  fly,  a  characteristic  much  to  be 
admired  in  them  by  sportsmen^ 

Loch  Clunie  lies  at  the  top  of  the  watershed 
that  separates  Glen  Moriston  from  Glen  Shiel. 
At  the  head  of  the  lake  there  is  a  "dead- 
water,"-  through  which  the  Clunie  river  flows 
with  a  scarcely  perceptible  current  for  perhaps 
three  mUes.  From  the  same  boggy  ground  the 
Shiel  river  flows  in  the  opposite  direction  with 
a  very  rapid  course  into  Loch  Duich.  The 
Shiel  is  a  capital  little  sea-trout  river,  but 
owing  to  its  rapid  descent  and  lack  of  con- 
tinuous supply  runs  out  very  quickly.  If  only 
the  waters  of  Loch  Clunie  could  be  turned  the 
other  way  the  Shiel  would  become  a  first-rate 
salmon  and  sea-trout  river,  and  Loch  Clunie  would 
no  doubt  become  a  capital  sea-trout  loch,  but  I 
think  I  would  not  have  it  altered  except  by  taking 
out  some  of  the  pike. 

Like  ancient  Gaul,  Clunie  can  be  divided  into 
three  parts.  Starting  from  the  top  or  western  end 
we  come  first  to  the  west  loch ;  this  is  a  small 
circular  pool,  weedy  and  deep,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  across.  Here  is  the  haunt  of  the  monster 
trout  and  still  more  monstrous  pike.  There  are 
lots  of  trout  in  this  west  loch  of  31b.  and  over,  and 
if  any  reader  of  these  lines  should  go  to  Clunie  to 
troll  this  is  whore  he  should  chiefly  do  so;  He  has 
hero  the  best  chance  of  a  really  big  trout,  and  he 
will  not  bo  damaging  the  fly  water.  The  west  loch 
is  joined  by  a  winding  stream  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
long  to  the  main  loch,  which  is  perhaps  four  miles 
long  and,  say,  six  hundred  yards  wide. 

There  is  plenty  of  good  fly  fishing  ground  in  the 
main  loch,  but  perhaps  the  cream  of  the  fishing 
is  in  the  east  loch,  which  is  about  a  mile  long  by 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  and  is  separated  from 
the  main  loch  by  "  narrows,"  where  the  lake  is  no 
more  than  fifty  yards  across; 

The  east  loch  can  be  fished  all  over.-  The  shores, 
of  course,  arc  excellent,  but  the  feature  of  this  loch 
are  the  "  banks,"  of  which  there  are  three — two  of 
them  pretty  large  and  lying  ofi  the  north  and 


south  shores,  and  one  small,  but  very  prohfio  of 
good  fish,  lying  quite  close  to  where  the  Moriston 
river  flows  out  of  the  loch.  These  banks,  and, 
indeed,  the  entire  floor  of  the  loch,  are  composed 
of  the  most  lovely  white  sand,  with  just  a  few 
weeds  growing  close  to  the  bottom  like  grass.  The 
banks  simply  swarm  with  trout  food. 

In  the  main  loch  the  best  ground  is  towards  the 
lower  or  east  end,  but  really  there  are  good  trout 
all  round  the  shores  of  this  loch,  which  abounds  in 
those  sandy  bays  that  are  so  welcome  to  the  trout 
angler;  In  all  my  travels  over  the  mainland  and 
islands  of  Scotland  I  have  never  come  across  water 
that  looked  so  trouty  as  Clunie,  and  it  is  certainly 
true,  in  this  case,  at  any  rate,  that  its  looks  do  not 
belie  it. 

Now  I  must  try  and  give  some  idea  of  the  trout 
and  the  sport  that  may  reasonably  be  expected  in 
Clunie.  The  very  keen  fisherman  to  whom  I  owe 
my  introduction  to  Clunie  (whose  sad  death  by  a 
carriage  accident  last  year  distressed  so  many  of 
his  friends)  used  to  say,  "You  never  get  a  blank 
day  on  Clunie,"-  and  that  is  exactly  my  experience. 
I  have  had  blank  days  on  other  lochs,  in  which  the 
trout  are  not  comparable  with  Clunie  fish,  and  in 
which  consequently  one  would  suppose  the  fish 
ought  not  to  give  themselves  such  airs,  but  although 
I  have  had  days  on  Clunie  when  one  has  had  to 


very  nearly  IJlb;  per  trout,  and  91b;  of  fiah  per 
day;  the  best  twenty  trout  weighed  401b.,  and  the 
best  dozen  weighed  27 Jib.  (the  larger  fish  were 
weighed  when  caught,  and  the  basket  weighed  each 
evening).  To  be  perfectly  honest,  I  must  confess 
that  although  the  number  of  trout  caught  was 
about  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  the  average 
weight  this  year  was  distinctly  better  than  in  either 
of  the  two  previous  seasons.  One  may  count  on 
getting  a  good  few  big  trout  in  well-nigh  every 
season,  but  I  would  not  like  to  promise  twenty 
averaging  21b.  apiece  every  yean- 
Now  it  seems  to  me  that  in  estimating  results  it 
is  only  fair  to  remember  where  they  were  obtained. 
Clunie  is  not  in  New  Zealand  or  British  Columbia, 
or  even  in  Ireland,  but  in  Scotland,  and  for  my 
part  I  do  not  know  any  Scottish  loch,  certainly 
none  open  to  the  public  (not  even  Loch  Leven, 
which  is  usually  regarded  as  a  class  by  itself), 
where  an  angler  can  get  in  a  little  over  a  week  with 
the  fly  a  score  of  trout  averaging  21b.  Mere  size 
and  numbers  are  not,  however,  the  only  things; 
To  my  mind,  quaUty  is  at  least  as  important; 
There  are,  I  know,  lots  of  men  who  do  not  care 
about  eating  the  trout  they  catch.  For  my  part  I 
would  not  care  to  catch  fish  I  could  not  eat.  This 
is  not  greed,  I  think — it  is  connected  with  the 
sporting  instinct;  Who  would  care  to  shoot  grouse 
or  pheasants  if  they  tasted  like  tough  old  rooks  ? 
Be  this  as  it  may,  I  have  a  prejudice  against 
muddy  or  tasteless  trout.  I  know  of  some 
lochs  and  rivers  where  the  trout  are  lovely  to 
look  at,  but  owing  to  the  bottom,  or  the  water, 
or  the  food,  or  some  other  cause,  are  quite 
uneatable ;  for  me  such  waters  have  no  sport. 
There  seems  something  wanton  in  killing  fish 
one  cannot  eat.  No  such  fears  need  be  felt 
about  the  Clunie  trout ;  they  are  handsome  to 
look  at,  most  sporting  to  catch,  and  excellent 
on  the  table,  J.  G,  G, 

(To  he  continued.) 
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fish  hard  for  one's  fish  (in  fact,  that  may  be  said 
to  be  the  rule  on  all  lochs  where  the  trout  are  well 
fed),  I  have  never  yet  had  an  absolutely  blank  day. 
This  I  say  in  all  humility,  and  in  the  hope  that  the 
loch  won't  round  on  me  and  give  me  bad  sport 
next  time  I  fish  it.  I  have  always  had  a  companion 
in  each  of  the  three  seasons  I  have  visited 
Olunie.  We  fish  from  one  boat,  because  we  prefer 
company  to  the  greater  amount  of  individual  sport 
we  would  get  if  we  fished  from  separate  boats,  but 
I  firmly  believe  that  on  a  loch  like  Clunie  one  man 
fishing  alone  would  have  as  good  a  basket  as  two 
rods;  On  a  Sutherlandshire  loch,  when  the  trout 
are  rising  well,  two  rods  in  one  boat  will  no  doubt 
kill  more  fish  than  one,  but  in  a  loch  like  Clunie, 
where  the  rises  are  necessarily  infrequent,  one  man 
would  pick  up  all  the  fish  that  were  moving  within 
range  of  his  flies,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  in 
places  the  water  could  be  better  fished  by  a  single 
rod.  I  say  this  lest  it  be  thought  our  catches 
afford  no  great  sport  for  two  rods  ;  any  decently 
skilful  fisherman  who  thinks  this  could,  I  am  con- 
vinced, equal  our  joint  basket  by  fishing  alone. 

This  year  our  catch  for  seven  days'  fishing  (some 
of  them  very  bad  fishing  days)  was  forty-five  trout, 
63  Jib.,  all  caught  with  the  fly.  I  do  not  suggest 
that  this  is  anything  very  wonderful,  or  that  Olunie 
is  an  anglers'  paradise,  but  for  my  part  I  am 
satisfied,  or  almost  so.   The  average  works  out  at 


"A  WELSH  TAEN  EEVISITED." 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  two  years  ago  that  I 
first  visited  this  tarn  in  the  wilds  of  Radnor- 
shire ;  and  prompted  partly  by  the  recollection 
of  the  excellent  day's  sport  I  then  had,  partly 
by  the  solicitude  of  a  brother  angler,  and  partly 
by  the  poet  who  sung,  or  should  have  sung, 

In  the  fall  the  angler's  fancy 
Lightly  turns  to  thoughts  of  piko, 

we  determined  to  try  for  a  specimen  fish  from 
among  the  many  monsters  which  undoubtedly 
haunt  this  tarn.  By  leaving  Cardiff  on  the 
evening  prior  to  the  day  we  fished,  and 
spending  the  night  near  Brecon,  we  were 
enabled  to  alight  at  the  little  Cambrian  station 
by  8.30  on  the  following  morning.  The  road 
ascends  by  a  stiff  climb  on  to  a  grouse  moor. 
We  flush  a  covey,  and  turn  to  admire  the 
magnificent  view  of  the  Breconshire  Beacons 
and  the  lower  spurs  of  the  Northern  Mountains. 
Below  us  the  Wye  winds  like  a  silver  thread. 
Sport  or  no  sport,  it  is  a  day  to  be  out  and 
rejoice  in.  fWe  cross  the  undulating  plateau 
of  the  moor  at  last  and  bear  to  the  right,  and 
a  break  in  the  descending  lane  shows  us  the 
Mecca  of  our  angling  hopes.  The  tarn  is  before 
us.  I  see  the  clump  of  woodland  running  down 
to  the  water  side,  the  foliage  gold  and  russet  and 
brown  as  elm,  oak,  or  beech  predominate.  But 
more  important  still,  that  clump  conceals  the  old 
green  punt  and  its  primitive  uncouth  paddles.  Our 
boatman  and  general  factotum  goes  to  the  farm  for 
the  padlock  to  loosen  the  boat ;  my  brother  fixes 
up  the  trolling  rods.  I  slip  into  a  copse  hard  by 
and  fill  my  pockets  with  hazel  nuts  which,  over-ripe, 
shower  down  upon  me  as  I  gently  touch  the  bough. 
But  William  (the  boatman)  is  now  ready,  and  we 
embark  and  make  ready.  We  hear  a  great  quacking 
as  we  emerge  into  the  lake  and  start  a  flock  of 
widgeon.  Faute  de  mieuz  I  shoulder  my  rod  and  bag 
a  brace.  There  were  some  mallards  amongst  them, 
but  they  are  gone  now  for  the  day  ;  yet  the  widgeon 
settle  again  fairly  close  by  and  are  a  guarantee  to 
us  that  the  lake  has  been  but  little  disturbed  of  late. 
But  let  us  come  to  Hecuba.  We  examine  our  spoons — 
mine,  gold  on  its  concave  side  and  painted  red  and 
white  on  its  convex,  my  brother's  silvered  on  both 
sides,  and  both  three  inches.  Yes,  we  will  troll, 
and  William  plies  the  fantastic  paddles  and  the 
lines  are  out.  On  one  side  of  the  lake  there  is  a  bed 
of  weeds,  on  the  other  the  hillside  cornea  sheer  down 
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to  the  water's  edge.  The  big  pike  haunt  the  former, 
but  come  out  to  pursue  the  small  perch,  which  for 
safety's  sake  would  seem  to  frequent  the  open 
waters  and  the  rocky  side.  Sport  is  not  long  in 
coming,  the  fish  are  moving,  and  my  rod  is  nearly 
jerked  out  of  my  hand.  I  was  holding  it  loosely, 
for  we  had  approached  some  coot,  and  I  was 
examining  one  at  fairly  close  quarters.  Well,  he 
must  have  been  a  good  fish,  but  I  missed  him,  and 
not  only  him,  but  three  successive  tugs  in  half  an 
hour  showed  no  result.  Meanwhile  my  brother  had 
hooked  and  creeled  a  small  fish  of  41b.  and  one  about 
71b.  At  last  I  hooked  a  really  good  fish.  I  brought 
him  to  the  side  of  the  boat,  and  William,  who 
I  despises  gaffs,  was  preparing  to  hoist  him  in  by  the 
j  gills — a  game  fish  and  a  stone  weight  if  an  ounce — 
I  when  Esox  dived  beneath  the  punt  and  bade  us 
I  adieu  !  "  And  now  a  strange  thing  happened,"  to 
quote  a  favourite  phrase  of  IVIr.  Rider  Haggard's. 
I  had  scarcely  lost  this  last  fish,  when  I  pointed  out 
to  my  brother,  who  was  growling  at  the  luck  and 
my  bad  angling,  a  huge  dorsal  fin  gliding  along  about 
thirty  feet  from  the  boat.  I  snatched  up  my  rod, 
and  paying  out  some  line  in  the  bottom  of  the  punt, 
spun  right  beyond  him  and  to  the  right  of  him  by 
about  two  yards.  Joy!  Esox  seized  it,  and  then 
ensued  one  of  those  brief  periods  of  life  worth  living 
for.  My  brother  was  greatly  excited  and  swore  he 
would  pitch  me  overboard  if  I  lost  him.  For  two 
minutes  or  so  I  got  no  glimpse  of  his  voracious 
highness,  but  at  length  I  got  him  near  the  boat  and 
he  opened  his  jaws.  As  a  fish  he  greatly  resembled 
a  cod.  I  mean  his  mouth  and  head  were  so  huge — 
a  moderate  loaf  of  bread  could  quite  easily  have 
been  accommodated  in  it,  and  for  the  size  of  the 
head  the  fish  should  have  scaled  at  least  351b.  Well, 
William  hauled  him  out  at  last  by  the  gills,  and  we 
gave  him  his  cou-p  de  grace.  'Wlien  weighed, 
three  hours  later,  he  was  just  20lb.  We  landed  to 
lunch  after  this,  and  observed  the  pike  and  perch 
feeding  all  over  the  place.  Personally,  I  am  sorry 
we  wasted  that  precious  half-hour,  for  the  fish  were 
feeding  especially  well  just  then.  How  often  history 
repeats  itself  in  angling  !  We  had  just  put  off 
when  my  brother  cast  his  spoon  in  the  identical  spot 
where  I  had  hooked  my  20-pounder. 

It  was  immediately  seized  by  a  similar  fish — I 
make  no  doubt  his  mate.  This  fish  was  a  female, 
and  fought  long  and  lustily.  When  nearly  exhausted, 
and  at  the  boat's  side,  he  shook  the  spoon  from  his 
mouth — a  bitter  disappointment  for  my  brother, 
who  was  baulked  of  his  specimen  fish.  I  mentioned 
coincidences,  for  it  was  in  this  lake  that  I  caught 
two  18-pounder8  in  one  spot — which  suggests  to  my 
mind  that  these  big  pike  hunt  in  couples.  Well,  we 
trolled  and  spun  till  three  o'clock,  when  it  was  time 
to  give  up.  Our  bag  was  751b.  in  weight,  and  with 
luck  should  have  been  double.  We  flushed  some 
more  teal  and  widgeon  as  we  fastened  up  the  punt, 
and  I  bagged  two  more  with  my  rod  in  fancy  in  the 
waning  light.  And  then,  with  our  load,  across  the 
moor  again  to  the  little  station  on  the  banks  of  the 
Wye,  the  remembrance  of  a  good  day's  sport  to  be- 
guile the  tedious  journey  back  to  the  town,  and  "so  to 
bed,"  as  the  immortal  Lamb  puts  it.  Swivel; 


A  NEW  PATENT  AMEKICAN 
"CASTING"  AND  "FLY"  KEEL. 

ReadePvS  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  well  aware 
how  popular  the  multiplier  reel  is  with  American 
anglers  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  Its  great  drawback 
in  the  eyes  of  British  anglers  has  been  the  ugly  crank- 
balanced  handle.  The  other  day  Mr.  W.  D.  Cogges- 
hall,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  sent  me  an  illustrated 
circular  describing  a  new  American  reel,  in  which, 
although  it  is  a  multiplier,  the  outside  crank-handle 
is  done  away  with.  Other  advantages  are  claimed 
for  this  reel,  as  will  be  seen  from  the^ather  catching 
circular  of  its  makers— the  Redifor  Rod  and  Reel  Co., 
of  Warren,  Ohio,  U.S.A.  R.  B.  Maeston. 

1  "  About  Reels. 

"  Those  anglers,  especially  the  bait  casters,  who 
want  and  can  pay  for  the  best,  are  asked  to  pay 
from  $15  to  $.50  each  for  their  favourite  reels.  To 
supply  the  demand,  reel-makers  have  for  years  em- 
ployed the  highest  mechanical  skill  in  so  perfecting 
the  gears,  the  pinions,  and  the  pivots,  as  to  produce 
reels  whose  spools,  when  started  in  revolution,  will 
spin  with  as  little  friction  as  may  be,  and  as  long  as 
possible,  until  some  of  them  have  reached  such  per- 
fection that  their  spools  will  spin,  say,  three  minutes 
—the  balanced  handle  helps  materially.  That  per- 
fection costs  you  $30,  $40,  and  even  $.50. 


"  If  your  bait  goes  for  three  minutes  at  the  speed 
given  to  the  spool,  it  will  land  in  tho  next  town- 
shi|),  and  your  minnow  or  bass  will  surely  snag  on 
the  township  line  when  you  reel  in.  By  diligent 
practice,  after  two  or  three  seasons,  you  learn  not 
to  give  your  bait  an  impetus  which  shall  carry  it 
more  than  400ft.  or  500ft.,  and  then  you  have  to 
learn  to  '  thumb  your  reel,'  to  slow  it  down,  so  that 
its  revolutions  shall  decrease  gradually,  and  it  shall 
stop  the  instant  the  bait  hits  the  water. 

"  That  is  high  art — that  some  of  you  never  learn  to 
do,  and  the  few  who,  by  much  practice,  learn  to  do 
it  rightly  part  of  the  time,  become  the  show  casters 
of  the  tournaments.  But  life  is  too  short,  and  out- 
ings too  few,  for  you  and  me  to  make  a  business 
or  an  art  of  that  trick.  Consequently  we  make  four 
or  five  successful  casts,  and  think  we  are  in  the 
tournament  class  ;  the  sixth  cast  we  are  too  sure 
of  it,  thumb  the  line  too  hard,  and  the  reel  stops 
short  at  30ft.,  and  the  minnow  goes  on  to  shore 
alone,  or,  if  well  hooked,  plunks  down  into  the 
water  just  under  the  bow  of  the  boat,  and  deader 
than  a  nail.  You  try  again,  keep  your  thumb  off 
the  line  more,  and  the  miimow  lands  safely.  The 
heavy  spool  and  balanced  handle,  like  drive  wheels, 
keep  on  going,  and  the  line  piles  up  loose  on  the 
axle.  A  bass  or  only  a  weed  strikes  the  hook,  the 
taut  line  draws  down  on  the  line  under  all  the  coils, 


which  should  be  below  it,  and  there  you  are —  your 
pride  gone,  your  bait  snagged  at  the  bottom,  and 
your  line  in  a  snarl  good  for  fifteen  minutes  of  the 
very  best  fishing  weather  in  the  day. 

"  A  reel  which  runs  too  freely  and  carries  a  drive 
wheel  (heavy  spool  and  balanced  handle),  is  worse 
and  more  annoying  to  the  average  angler,  and  will 
catch  him  less  fish  than  one  which  drags  and  binds 
a  little. 

"  But  a  poorly-made  reel,  which  drags  and  does 
not  run  freely,  requires  so  much  bait  energy  to 
start  it  that  only  short  casts  can  be  made  with  it. 

"  Therefore,  as  heretofore  constructed,  you  have 
had  your  choice  of  two  unsatisfactory  classes  of 
reels.  Those  expensive  ones  which  run  freely  are 
equal  to  long  casts,  but  always  overrun  and  tangle 
your  line  ;  and  second,  the  cheap  reels  which  do 
not  overrun  are  not  so  apt  to  snarl  the  line,  but  are 
onl^  good  for  short  casts  of  20ft.  to  50ft. 

Having  experienced  the  trouble  and  dissatisfac- 
tion attending  the  use  of  both  types,  we  have 
sought  the  remedy  and  have  applied  it,  and  are 
ready  to  supply  you  with  a  reel  which  will  enable 
you  to  cast  further  than  with  the  highest  priced 
and  smoothest  miming  reel  heretofore  made,  and 
at  the  same  time  one  whose  spool  will  not  run  faster 
than  the  bait  goes,  nor  slower  than  the  bait  goes, 
which  in  the  cheap  reels  tends  to  hold  tho  bait  back 
and  make  short  casts. 

"  How  ? 

"  Our  spool,  when  the  cast  is  made,  revolves  on 
stub  steel  points,  in  phosphor  bronze  bearings,  and 
is  not  connected  with  the  gears  or  handle.  The  most 
skilled  mechanic  cannot  make  gears  which  shall  run 


as  smoothly,  as  freely,  and  as  noiselessly  as  no  gears. 
Therefore,  it  follows  that  tho  minimum  of  motion 
given  to  the  bait,  and  to  the  lightest  bait  only,  is 
required  to  unwind  the  line  from  the  spool  on  tho 
Redifor  reel. 

"  The  balanced  handle  does  not  revolve,  and  does 
not  act  as  a  drive  wheel  to  keep  tho  spool  going  after 
tho  bait  has  stopped.  The  spool  is  of  aluminium, 
and  is  so  light  that  it  will  not  keep  on  spinning  of  its 
own  motion  after  the  start,  yet  running  on  its  steel 
points,  the  slightest  pull  of  the  lino  keeps  it  going — 
an  imperceptible  pull,  not  sufficiently  strong  to 
retard  the  forward  motion  of  the  bait  so  much  as  1ft. 
in  a  I50ft.  cast ;  the  impetus  of  the  spool  is  so  slight 
that  when  the  bait  strikes  the  water  tho  revolution 
of  the  spool  ceases. 

"  Therefore,  with  onc-tcnth  of  the  skill  and  prac- 
tice, casts  are  made  with  it,  and  not  one-tenth  nor 
one-hundredth  of  the  failures  and  false  casts  and 
ensnarlings  of  the  line  are  experienced. 

"  Wherefore,  the  Redifor  reel  is  the  best  and  most 
satisfactory  reel  made,  irrespective  of  its  price  or  the 
price  of  any  other,  cheap  or  dear. 

"  If  that  were  all,  you  would  simply  replace  your 
favourite  bait-casting  reel  with  a  Redifor,  and  buy 
a  high-priced  fly  reel  or  click  reel,  and  carry  both 
and  pay  for  both.  But  we  have  done  away  with 
the  protruding  handle  used  on  all  multiplying  reels, 


always  in  the  way,  like  a  boy's  sore  thumb,  and 
brought  our  handle  up  flat  to  the  side  of  the  reel, 
as  in  all  fly  reels,  making  a  '  protected  handle ' 
reel ;  and  have  done  away  with  the  space  between 
the  handle  of  the  reel  and  the  reel,  which,  since  it  so 
often  catches  tho  bight  of  the  Hne  in  strip2)ing  for 
fly  casting,  has  heretofore  made  the  use  of  a  multi- 
plier impossible  to  the  fly  fisherman.  But  the 
Redifor  is  a  '  protected  handle '  reel  also,  and  a 
three-multiplier,  the  only  fly  reel  (with  a  protected 
handle)  which  is  not  single  action,  and  we  do  not 
know  why  the  fish  caught  on  the  fly  should  not  be 
reeled  in  as  quickly — or  at  least  why  the  slack  line 
should  not  be  taken  in  as  quickly — as  when  the  fish 
is  caught  on  a  bait  rod.    Do  you  ? 

"  Further,  the  fly  reels  used  which  contain  springs 
are  heavy,  and  their  shape  spoil  the  balance  and 
hang  of  the  rod.  This  reel  weighs  3oz.  only,  and 
therefore  does  not  tire  the  wrist,  and  when  a  rapid 
hand  reel  is  used,  the  pleasure  of  getting  your  fish 
in  is  infinitely  greater  than  when  he  is  automatically 
overcome  and  gathered  in  with  a  heavy  spring 
machine. 

"  You  can  probably  sell  your  antique  $35.00  reel 
at  half-price  to  some  one  who  has  not  seen  a  Redifor, 
and  tickle  some  boy  half  to  death  by  giving  him  your 
single  action  fly  reel,  and  be  a  winner  three  ways 
with  your  Redifor.  ' 

"  The  Redifor  is  one  reel  for  both  styles  of  fishing 
— one  to  buy  and  only  one  to  carry,  and  better  than 
two  of  the  old  styles  of  any  types  on  the  market, 
whether  cheap  or  dear. 

"  The  Repifok  Rod  &  Reel  Co. 

"  Warren,  Ohio.'i 


The  "  Redifob  "  Reel. 


"  Ready   for  fly   or  bait    casting.     Made    of  "  The  centre  screw  is  removed  with  the  thumb 

aluminium,  with  bronze  bearings  and  stub  steel  and  finger ;  the  handle  disc  being  lifted  ofl  j  the 

pivots  of  highest  quality.    Weight,  3oz.    In  bait  simple  mechanism  is  exposed  for  admiration  or 

casting  the  spool  alone  revolves.    In  fly  casting  oiling." 
the  click  is  strong,  the  handle  '  protected,'  and  the 
reel  multiplies  three  times." 
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THE  FISHING  SEASON  IN 
SNOWDONIA. 

r   

Never  within  tho  memory  of  the  oldest  living 
angler  has  fishing  in  this  district  been  so  poor  as  this 
year.  From  every  stream  and  lake  came  the  same 
sad  tale — useless  flogging,  in  spite  of  tho  fact  that 
during  the  greater  part  of  tho  season  the  climatic 
conditions  have  been  most  favourable  for  plying  the 
gentle  art.  There  has  been  plenty  of  sun,  while  a 
breeze  of  some  sort  is  scarcely  ever  lacking  in  this 
bracing  district ;  yet  days  were  spent  in  trudging 
along  the  well-worn  paths  on  the  banks  without  even 
managing  to  "  rise "  a  decent  fish.  Not  much, 
perhaps,  could  be  expected  from  the  streams  in  the 
district.  The  water  was  very  low  and  unusually 
clear.  All  fish  of  decent  size  went  down  with  the 
drought  into  tlie  lakes,  and  during  the  trout  season, 
which  this  year  came  to  an  end  on  Sept.  15,  there 
occurred  no  flood  strong  enough  to  cause  them  to  go 
Tip  again  until  the  spawning  season  began.  The  only 
fish  brought  up  were  fingerlings  with  very  distinct 
parr  marks ;  they  were  very  troublesome,  and 
almost  every  otlier  cast  brought  up  one  of  them, 
sometimes  two,  but,  of  course,  they  were  thrown 
back,  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  many  of  them 
will  survive  the  wrench  they  had  in  being  pulled  out 
and  the  torture  of  unhooking.  In  the  large  pools, 
near  the  mouths  of  tho  rivers,  a  few  wore  taken  in 
the  evenings  with  maggots,  and  they  were  generally 
above  the  ordinary  size,  but  it  was  dreary  and  slow 
work,  and  scarcely  worth  the  trouble. 

Though  the  fish  had  gone  into  the  lakes,  they 
seemed  to  have  made  up  their  minds  to  stay  there. 
During  the  whole  season  I  only  heard  of  one  fair 
take,  and  that  was  a  bag  of  about  71b.  caught  in  one 
morning  on  Quellyn.  In  the  lake  above  Quellyn — 
Llyn  Gader — a  fair  number  was  caught  on  some 
days  by  dropping  live  flies  with  the  breeze  on  the 
water ;  there  was  no  chance  for  any  sort  of  artificial 
fly.  In  the  Ogwen  district  and  around  Pen-y-gwryd 
sport  was  fearfully  slow  in  every  lake  and  stream, 
while  on  the  Llanberis  lakes  again  there  was  nothing 
at  all  doing  during  the  day,  but  a  few  were  taken 
late  in  the  evening  with  maggots  at  the  mouths  of 
streams  or  with  a  biggish  Moth  Fly.  Those  that 
were  caught  proved  to  be  above  the  ordinary  size, 
and  scaled  on  the  average  14oz.  or  15oz.  A  sad 
dearth  of  sizeable  fish  about  ^Ib.  to  ^Ib.  was  notice- 
able all  through  the  season.  It  may  be  that  these 
big  ones  are  turning  cannibals  and  destroying  the 
rest.  Many  and  varied  were  the  explanations  given 
by  anglers  for  their  failure,  but  they  were  generally 
unsatisfactory  or  unscientific.  Thunderstorms  were 
brewing  every  day,  and  the  rain  which  kept  the  fish 
from  rising  would  not  come  down.  But  the  most 
obvious  reason — however  unscientific  it  may  seem 
— was  the  superabundance  of  natural  flies.  Every 
morning  during  the  latter  part  of  August,  and  nearly 
up  to  the  end  of  the  season,  the  waters  in  the  Llan- 
beris district  were  thickly  covered  with  winged  ants, 
and  the  fish  could  be  seen  quietly  sucking  them  in 
to  their  hearts'  content.  Later  on  in  the  day 
swarms  of  Daddy  Longlegs  settled  on  the  lakes,  and 
many  of  them  suffered  the  same  fate.  Every  kind 
of  artificial  fly,  however  cunningly  thrown  and  made, 
was  utterly  ignored.  Taken  altogether,  then,  the 
trout  season  was  easily  the  worst  on  record.  But, 
in  spite  of  the  failure  of  the  trout  flshing,  we  in 
Llanberis  expected  to  be  recompensed  by  the  char 
fishing,  but  in  this  again  we  were  doomed  to  bitter 
disappointment.  It  started  fairly  well  about  the 
middle  of  July,  and  some  good  bags  were  taken  by 
early  morning  and  evening  fishing,  but  there  was 
nothing  at  all  doing  during  the  day,  though  one  was 
easily  tempted  to  try  it  on  all  day  by  the  pleasant- 
ness of  the  weather  and  the  surroundings.  For 
about  three  weeks,  on  a  low  average,  about  two 
hundred  were  accounted  for  every  day,  and  we  all 
looked  forward  to  an  iinusually  brisk  ending  of  the 
season.  But  early  in  August  the  sport  completely 
died  out,  and  has  not  revived  since.  Of  the  whole 
char  season,  the  last  six  weeks  are  usually  more 
productive  than  the  rest  put  together,  for  it  is  then 
that  the  fish  mass  together  in  huge  shoals  prior  to 
leaving  for  the  small  streams  around  for  spawning 
purposes.  Up  to  Sept.  1  one  local  angler,  Mr.  Henry 
Parry,  had  accounted  for  250  char  after  very 
assiduous  fishing,  but  that  total  had  been  easily 
passed  last  season  in  three  days  by  many  people. 
Such,  however,  has  not  been  the  case  this  season, 
and  it  is  not  because  the  fish  are  not  there.  They 
have  assembled  in  huge  shoals,  and  can  bo  seen  dis- 
turbing the  surface  with  their  dorsal  fins  for  yards. 
The  same  flotilla  of  boats  congregate  early  in  tho 


morning  and  late  in  tho  evening,  but,  as  a  rule, 
return  empty  to  the  shore  after  only  viewing 
thousands  of  fish  who  spurn  ail  bait  offered  them. 
They  arc  massed  so  closely  together  that  no  line  can 
sink  between  them,  and  an  occasional  one  is  hooked 
by  pulling  the  line  forcibly  through  them,  but  very 
often  he  goes  off  with  a  nasty  cut  on  some  part  of  the 
body.  This  season  they  have  also  been  seen  in  the 
upper  lake,  which,  however,  is  private,  and  is  not 
included  in  the  waters  rented  by  the  Carnarvon 
Board  of  Fisheries  ;  but  it  has  this  year  been  unex- 
pectedly thrown  open  to  the  public  on  the  payment 
of  2s.  6d.  for  the  season.  This  unwonted  generosity, 
however,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  only  fishing 
from  the  shore  is  covered  by  this  fee.  Four-fifths 
of  the  land  around  the  lake  is  cither  covered  with 
wood  or  precipitous  rocks,  or  huge  stacks  of  quarry 
refuse,  and  the  water  can  only  be  reached  on  a  few 
snatches  of  marshy  bog-land,  so  that  there  is  not 
much  likelihood  of  many  char  being  taken  there. 
But  to  return  to  the  fishing  in  Padarn  Lake  ;  the 
upper  lake  is  called  tho  Peris  lake,  from  which  the 
name  of  the  species  of  char,  Salvelinus  Perisii,  is 
taken — tho  same  bait  (maggots)  is  generally  used. 
There  is  no  reason,  however,  to  think  that  the  fish 
feed  extensively  on  them ;  in  fact,  there  can  bo 
found  no  traces  of  food  in  the  stomachs  of  any  fish 
taken  this  year,  not  even  of  any  crustaceous  insects 
of  any  sort.  Yet  they  are  as  plump  and  shapely  as 
\isual,  and  when  killed  bleed  much  more  profusely 
than  trout  of  three  times  their  size.  They  have 
kept  at  tho  same  depth  as  usual,  from  17  yards  to 
20  yards,  and  tho  bait  has  generally  been  gulped 
in  the  same  voracious  manner.  It  is  very  likely  that 
they  dash  at  anything  that  draws  their  attention,  and 
as  tho  maggots  are  white,  they  arc  more  distin- 
guishable than  any  other  bait.  This  explains  why 
they  are  fished  for  in  Windermere  with  metal  spin- 
ning baits  ;  but  I  was  painfully  surprised  on  reading 
the  chapter  on  char  in  the  "  British  Fresh-water 
Fishes,"  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  to  see  that  six  or 
eight  fish  are  considered  a  good  day's  take  in  that 
lake,  even  with  the  elaborate  tackle  and  bell- 
punching  they  employ  there.  Such  a  number  has 
hitherto  been  considered  very  poor  sport  indeed  in 
Llanberis,  but  judging  from  tho  present  season,  wc 
are  going  to  be  in  the  same  plight  here.  Of  course, 
no  netting  of  any  sort  is  allowed,  or  they  could  be 
scooped  out  in  thousands.  There  is  some  conso- 
lation in  the  fact  that  fishing  has  been  poor  in  most 
parts  of  the  country,  and  there  is  nothing  to  do  but 
to  pack  up  the  rods  and  wait  for  the  opening  of 
another  and  a  better  season,  after  a  good  hard 
winter.  One  thing  is  certain — there  will  be  no 
diminution  in  the  number  of  fish  in  the  waters  after 
this  year's  fishing,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be 
a  little  hungrier  next  year. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  hear,  in  the  midst  of  all 
the  sad  wailings  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  that 
the  salmon  season  on  the  Conway  river  is  excep- 
tionally good  all  through  the  summer.  The  local 
Press  published  reports  of  some  very  good  bags, 
and  sport  seems  to  continue  there  as  brisk  as  ever. 
The  sea  anglers,  also,  of  the  Menai  Straits  have  had 
lately  a  splendid  time.  The  whole  straits  were 
packed  with  shoals  of  mackerel  and  whitebait,  and 
splendid  specimens  of  the  former  fish  were  hawked 
about  the  district  at  eight  a  penny.  Let  us  hope  that 
our  turn  with  the  trout  and  char  will  come  next 
vear.  J.  W.  P. 


OTTEE  HUNTING  IN  SOUTH 
AFEICA. 

OTTERS  WHICH  RTJN  UP  TO  ABOUT  40lb. 
OR  50lb. 

I  AM  glad  to  see  that  tho  Jolmnneshurg  Star 
continues  to  give  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  fish 
and  fishing  in  the  Transvaal.  There  is  much  excite- 
ment over  close  time  legislation,  the  introduction 
of  trout  having  brought  up  the  question  of  their 
protection.  Some  of  the  native  fish  appear  to  be 
summer  spawners.  others  spawn  in  winter,  and  so 
things  get  mixed,  when  the  interests  of  trout  and 
coarse  fish  anglers  clash.  It  is  to  be  hoped  our 
South  African  friends  will  not  exterminate  the 
natives  ;  there  ought  to  bo  room  for  natives  as 
well  as  alienSj  though  it  is  evidently  a  difficult 
question.  It  will  probably  resolve  itself  into  the 
upper  parts  of  certain  streams  being  reserved  for 
trout.— R.  B.  M. 

"  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  Dr.  Gunning's 
admirable  lecture  at  Pretoria  on  '  The  Fauna  of 


the  Transvaal'  reference  was  made  to  the  otter, 
tho  suggestion  being  that  attention  was  more 
directed  to  it  now  because  of  the  laudable  endeavour 
to  stock  Transvaal  streams  with  trout.  The  otter 
is  fairly  plentiful  in  South  Africa,  and  from  its  skin, 
by  tho  way,  a  good  tobacco  pouch  can  be  made. 
Mr.  Andrics  Cronje,  M.L.C.,  has  such  a  tobacco 
pouch. 

"  Our  Potchefstroora  correspondent  writes : — 
'  Tho  Cantonment  Hounds  met  at  tho  East  Bridge 
on  Saturday  morning  very  early.  Under  the  master- 
ship  of  Col.  Carter,  R.F.A.,  there  were  about  twenty- 
two  out,  including  two  ladies.  A  start  was  mado 
immediately,  and  the  hounds  proceeded  to  draw  up 
stream.  A  very  faint  line  was  found  now  and  again, 
but  no  actual  signs  of  otters  were  visible.  There 
certainly  were  marks  near  a  willow  below  tho  steam 
laundry,  but  nothing  much  was  done.  The  best 
water,  according  to  "  Uncle  Tom"  Ayres,  is  about 
where  tho  old  slaughter  poles  used  to  be  on  tho 
south  side  of  the  vlei.  In  a  conversation  I  had  with 
this  veteran  naturalist,  he  told  me  that  tho  small 
otter  weighs  about  lOlb.,  and  has  a  cream  patch 
on  the  neck  and  throat.  The  large  species  run  to 
about  401b.  or  501b.,  and  require  a  lot  of  killing. 
They  have  an  awkward  habit  of  apparently  twisting 
in  their  skins,  so  that  when  a  hound  thinks  he  has 
got  a  good  hold,  the  otter  soon  deceives  him  by 
getting  in  one  or  two  "  steel  trap  "  bites.  From 
personal  knowledge,  I  know  that  this  sporting 
animal  is  very  hard  to  find,  and  when  found  should 
be  sent  upstream  as  fast  as  possible  for  at  least  fivo 
minutes.  The  field  should  also  be  specially  enjoined 
to  keep  a  keen  eye  on  roots  of  trees  and  holes.' 


FISH  CULTUEE. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY  (EXEBRIDGE, 
VIA  TIVERTON,  DEVON)j 

EXTEACTS  FEOM  PROSPECTUS  FOR  SEASON 
1904-1905; 

"  OwrcTG  to  the  increasing  demand  for  my  fish, 
I  have  again  found  it  necessary  to  further  enlarge  ; 
my  fishery,  and  have  now  some  half-dozen  new 
rearing  ponds  in  course  of  construction.    The  trout  , 
grown  at  this  fishery  are  reared  in  ponds  containing  ' 
a  large  amount  of  natural  food,  and  fed  by  a  i, 
plentiful  supply  of  water.    The  artificial  food  used  ! 
is  of  the  best  quaUty  only,  and  consists  principally  / 
of  a  fish-meal  made  of  dried  sea  fish ;  and  '  dried  \ 
flies,'  a  natural  surface  food,  which,  given  daily,'  « 
helps  to  produce  sporting  and  free-rising  trout.  1 
The  use  of  horseflesh  has  been  entirely  discarded^ 
For  stocking  streams  and  rivers  brown  trout  are 
recommended;  for  ponds,  reservoirs,   or  fenced 
streams  rainbows  or  Loch  Leven  trout  will  usually 
give  the  best  and  quickest  results.    Before  stocking 
any  water  with  rainbow  trout  it  is  essential  to 
guard  all  outlets  with  properly-constructed  screens. 
Failures  with  rainbows  are  sometimes  reported,  but 
these  can  usually  be  traced  to  injudicious  stocking 
or  inefficient  outlet  screens.    Rainbow  trout  being 
heavy  feeders  it  is  important  to  see  that  a  sufficient 
food  supply  for  the  fish  is  provided.  When  necessary 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  undertake  the  planting  of 
suitable  water  plants  and  water  insects ;  of  the 
latter  the  common  water  snail  (Limnea  peregra)  is 
especially  useful  as  a  trout  fooi 

"Theo.  F.  Tract. "- 

Mr.-  Tracy  also  gives  some  particulars  respecting 
the  9lb.  loz.  rainbow,  one  of  his  four-year-olds, 
which  was  killed  on  a  small  Sedge  by  one  of  his 
customers,  as  already  noted  in  the  Fishing  Oazeltei 
N,B.— The  fish  was  9lb.  loz.,  not9lb.  lloz; 


THE  OAKENCLOUGH  FISHERY  (GARSTANG; 
LANCASHIRE). 

Mr.  Andrew  Henry,  late  of  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery,  and  now  manager  for  Mr.  Harold  Jackson, 
of  the  Oakenclough  Fishery,  passed  through  London 
recently  en  route  for  the  South  of  Europe  for  the 
purpose  of  organising  and  advising  as  to  an  extensive 
fish-cultural  establishment,  etc. 


"Whither;  or,  The  Condition  of  the  Soul 
AFTER  Death,"  is  the  title  of  a  most  interesting 
and  striking  work  by  the  Rev.  J.  Robt.  Porte,  D.D., 
Vicar  of  St.  Matthew's,  Denmark  Hill,  S.E.,  which 
was  published  last  week  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Lowj 
Marston  &  Go.j  Ltd^ 
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WHEEE  TO  GO  FOR  GRAYLING. 

By  "Halcyon.'I 


{Continued  from  page  296.) 
We  now  come  to  the  most  beautiful  portion  of 
the  Wharfe,  the  far-famed  Bolton  Woods,  wliich 
commences  at  Barden  Bridge  and  extends  down 
to  Bolton  Bridge.  Barden  Tower,  which  lies  close 
to  the  bridge,  was  originally  built  by  Lord  Henry 
Clifiord,  and  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to  Bolton 
was  his  favourite  residence  ;  many  a  merry  party 
has  passed  through  its  portals  to  hunt  the  stag  or 
wild  boar,  and  in  these  days  yon  purple  moorland, 
Btretching  far  beyond  the  well-wooded  heights, 
affords  excellent  sport  to  the  grouse  shooter  instead. 
A  portion  of  the  Tower  is  habitable,  and  has  been 
tenanted  for  many  years  by  the  Lister  family,  old 
Sylvester  Lister,  who  died  a  few  years  ago,  being 
the  veteran  fly-fisher  of  the  dale.  Almost  the  whole 
of  this  portion  of  the  Wharfe  is  thickly  wooded,  but 
a  path  leads  along  the  river's  side  ;  about  the 
centre  of  the  woods  is  situated  the  weU-known  Strid 
where  the  rocks  contract  and  force  the  whole 
volume  of  the  stream  through  a  narrow  gorge  some 
three  feet  in  width.  Many  foolish  people  attempt 
to  leap  this  narrow  chasm,  and  not  a  few  have 
shared  the  fate  of  young  Romilly,  "  the  Boy  of 
Egremond,"  who  was  drowned  whilst  attempting  to 
leap  it  with  a  leash  of  hound'^. 

The  whole  of  this  splendid  length  of  water  can 
be  fished,  with  fly  only,  by  taking  up  your  residence 
for  the  time  being  at  the  Devonshire  Arms  at 
Bolton  Abbey,  where  you  will  meet  with  every 
comfort.  There  is  an  alternation  of  water  suitable 
either  for  dry  or  wet  fly  fishing ;  the  trout  and 
graj'hng,  which  are  the  sole  denizens  of  the  water, 
run  a  fair  size,  and,  under  favourable  conditions, 
very  good  sport  may  be  met  with.  The  Devonshire 
Arms'  water  ends  at  a  small  brook  which  enters 
the  Wharfe  on  the  left-hand  bank  a  little  below 
Bolton  Bridge.  The  river  from  this  point  down  to 
where  the  mill  goit  flows  in  some  little  distance 
below  the  weir  at  Addingham  is  in  the  hands  of 
private  individuals  and  the  Leeds  and  County 
Angling  Club,  and  then  we  come  to  the  top  limit 
of  the  Ilkley  Angling  Club:  this  is  a  very  good 
stretch  of  trout  and  grayling  water,  extending  for 
about  four  miles,  the  lower  limit  being  at  Ben 
Rhydding ;  day  tickets  are  issued  at  five  shillings, 
or  at  a  reduced  rate  for  weekly  or  monthly  ones, 
by  Mr.  Ellis  Beanlands,  Brook-street,  Ilkley,  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  club  ;  here  coarse  fish  such 
as  chub  and  dace  are  found,  but  no  pike. 

Here  I  consider  that  really  good  trout  and  grayling 
water  may  be  almost  said  to  end,  excepting  on  one 
or  two  private  stretches  where  permission  is  seldom 
granted.  I  can  recollect  when,  twenty  years  ago, 
it  was  very  different  on  certain  of  these  stretches 
of  water,  but  as  we  are  discussing  the  present  time 
it  is  not  worth  while  referring  to  them. 

The  river  Swale  is  another  most  picturesque 
Yorkshire  stream,  but  above  the  ancient  town  of 
Richmond  it  offers  few  attractions  to  the  seeker 
after  grayling ;  below  here,  however,  down  to 
Catterick  Bridge,  they  abound  and  leave  can  be 
obtained  from  the  various  landowners,  there  being 
no  fishing  club  on  this  portion  of  the  river ;  there 
is  also  excellent  grayling  fishing  near  Ainderby  lower 
down  the  river.  Below  this  point  a  few  grayling 
may  be  found,  but  not  in  any  number. 

The  Nid<l  was  in  times  gone  by  one  of  the  noted 
grayling  streams  of  Yorkshire,  but  the  wash  from 
the  h&cl  mines  almost  exterminated  them.  I  hear, 
however,  that  of  late  it  has  greatly  improved ;  the 
whole  of  the  river  is  preserved  either  by  private 
individuals  or  fishing  clubs,  so  there  is  little  chance 
for  the  stranger.  The  Harrogate  Angling  Club  issue 
day  tickets  at  a  reasonable  rate,  particulars  of 
whinh  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  M.  Mitchell,  Pannal, 
via  Leeds,  who  is  the  hon.  secretary.  The  lower 
portions  of  the  Xidd,  like  those  of  the  Swale,  arc 
flat  and  uninteresting,  a  contrast  to  their  upper 
1  !  !i(;s  of  woodland,  moor  and  crag. 

The  Costa,  which  rises  near  to  the  little  market 
town  of  Pickering,  was  at  one  time  considered  to 
be  the  best  grayling  stream  in  Yorkshire,  but  of 
lat^;  years  it  has  greatly  deteriorated,  as  I  am 
informed,  chiefly  on  account  of  an  influx  of  sewage. 
I  have  taken  fish  myself  there  weighing  2ilb.,  and 
I  have  heard  tell  of  them  reaching  31b.  and  over. 

Ah  an  instance  of  the  contrast  in  the  grayling 
^  '  "U,  on  this  stream  during  the  past  dozen  years,  I 
a  couple  of  days  taken  from  my  angling  diary  : 
'Jf  l^oc.  3,  1891,  I  killed  twenty  grayling,  which 


weighed  2GJlb. ;  on  Nov.  19,  1902,  I  could  only 
manage  eight,  which  weighed  6i]b.,  and  I  had  to 
fish  very  hard  to  accomplish  even  that. 

Pickering  Beck,  a  nice  little  stream  that  joins  the 
Costa  some  distance  below  the  town,  holds  a  fair 
number  of  grayling  ;  it  can  be  fished  on  payment  of 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  day  to  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  club,  Mr.  H.  Hunt,  White  Swan 
Hotel,  Pickering,  who  is  hircself  a  most  enthusiastic 
angler,    No  day  tickets  are  issued  on  the  Costa. 

The  Rye  is  an  important  Yorkshire  grayling  river, 
especially  upon  some  of  the  strictly-preserved 
lengths,  but  it  is  of  little  interest  to  the  stranger, 
as  permission  is  very  difficult  to  obtain.  His  only 
chance  is  on  the  lower  reaches,  where,  the  water 
consisting  chiefly  of^deeps,  recourse  has  to  be  had 
to  bottom  fishing. 

The  river  Derwcnt,  the  upper  reaches  of  which 
are  very  convenient  to  anglers  who  may  wish  to 
also  indulge  in  a  little  sea  fishing  at  Scarbrough, 
contains  a  fair  number  of  grayling,  and  is  preserved 
by  the  Derwent  Anglers'  Club  ;  the  water  is  divided 
into  two  portions,  the  upper  and  the  lower,  at 
Princes  MiU,  Ayton  Bridge.  Day  tickets  for  the 
upper  water,  upon  which  only  fly  is  allowed,  are 
five  shillings  each,  and  for  the  lower,  where  bait 
may  be  used,  two  shilUngs  and  sixpence.  These 
are  obtainable  from  Mr.  Clarke,  44,  Huntriss  Row, 
Scarbrough,  At  Yeddingham  Bridge,  lower  down 
the  river,  leave  can  be  obtained  from  the  land- 
owners ;  the  grayling  about  here  run  large,  fish  of 
lib.  to  Hlb.  not  being  at  all  uncommon.-  Below  this 
point  grayling  decrease,  but  there  are  a  few  good 
ones  near  Malton,  where  the  water  is  preserved  by 
the  Fitzwilliam  Angling  Club,  who  grant  day  tickets 
at  a  reasonable  rate. 

The  chief  flies  that  are  useful  for  grayling  on  the 
rivers  described  in  this  series  of  articles  are  Brad- 
shaw's  Fancy,  Walbran's  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  the 
Witch,  Dark  Needle,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Blue 
Hawk,  with  apple-green  body.  Poult  Bloa,  with 
rusty  body,  and  Waterhen  Bloa ;  if  the  fish  are 
inclined  to  rise  during  the  brief  sunshine  of  a 
November  or  December  day,  there  is  nothing  to 
beat  the  Silver  Dun  or  the  Golden  Crow.  For  dry 
flies  Little Marryat,  Blue  Quill  andWalbran's  pattern 
of  the  Pale  Autumn  Dun  are  all  good,  so  also  is 
Halford's  Dark  Autumn  Dun. 

After  October,  however,  the  majority  of  Yorkshire 
anglers  turn  their  attention  to  "  swimming ''  the 
worm  and  maggot,  and  it  is  curious  to  note  that, 
although  I  have  many  times  tried  that  deadly  bait 
(so  far  as  the  Worcestershire  streams  are  concerned) 
the  artificial  grasshopper,  I  have  never  succeeded 
in  getting  even  a  touch  at  it  on  any  of  the  York- 
shire rivers. 


THE  ST.  LOUIS  EXHIBITION. 


We  a,re  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  J.  Zaehnsdorf,  of 
144-146,  Shaftesbury-avenue,  London,  has  received 
the  Grand  Prize  for  fine  and  library  bookbinding 
at  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition.  Certainly  the  jury 
could  not  have  done  otherwise,  for  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 's 
work  is  unequalled.'. 


We  are  informed  that  the  International  Jury  have 
awarded  the  London  and  North- Western  Railway 
exhibit  the  gold  medal  for  general  excellence. 


RIGHTS  TO  FISHING  IN  TIDAL 
WATERS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

It  is  a  popular  fallacy,  not  only  in  Scotland  itself, 
but  beyond  it,  that  trout  fishings  are  free,  and  that 
all  tidal  waters  are  open  to  the  public.  Hitherto 
there  has  been  little  restriction  in  regard  to  brown 
trout  this  side  of  the  Border,  and  the  farther  North 
the  less  the  restraint,  but  with  the  demand  for  sport 
the  hitherto  free  fishings  have  been  gradually  cur- 
tailed, and  questions  of  right  never  before  heard  of 
are  now  settled  law,  and  trotted  out  wherever  there 
is  sufficient  interest  to  do  so.  When  such  a  stafe 
of  matters  prevail  it  is  no  wonder  that  sportsmen 
are  annoyed,  often  put  to  considerable  trouble  and 
expense,  and  a  feeling  of  bitterness  engendered  be- 
tween rival  parties  where  peace  and  happincfs  should 
reign  supreme. 

Wliilo  in  the  main  brown  trout  fishing  is  free 
cither  on  tidal  or  inland  waters,  it  must  be  distinctly 
borne  in  mind  that  since  the  decision  in  the  famous 
Spcy  case,  there  is  practically  no  public  rights  in 


Scotland.    All  fishings  cither  belong  to  the  respective 
proprietors  of  the  lands,  their  lessees,  or  the  Crown 
and  its  lessees.    There  is  practically  no  such  thing 
as  "  free fishing  in  the  popular  sense  of  the  term, 
and  especially  so  in  regard  to  tidal  waters  with  a 
good  reputation  for  salmon  or  sea-trout  angling. 
This  has  now  been  made  as  clear  as  ABC  to  the 
angling  public  by  the  case  which  was  tried  in  the 
Aberdeen  Slieriff  Court  last  week.    Ti  e  leading  facts 
are  as  follows,  and,  in  the  words  of  the  famous  Captain 
Cuttle,  should  be  made  a  note  of.    A  gentleman, 
Mr.  Augustus  Hcrrig,  of  Sheringham,  Norfolk,  along 
with  a  friend  (his  guest  at  the  time)  were  staying  at 
the  Station  Hotel,  Ellon,  Aberdeenshire,  in  September 
last.    They  obtained  permission  of  Dr.  Wilson,  pro- 
prietor of  Tarty  Estate,  to  fish  the  Ythan,  and  were 
so  doing  when  they  were  challenged  by  Mr.  Hugh 
McDonald,  Ellon  Castle,  factor  for  Mr.  Gordon,  and 
the  local  water-bailiff  for  fishing  on  the  Ythan  from 
a  boat  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  Tarty  Estate. 
Mr.  Herrig  did  not  say  he  had  any  permission,  but 
claimed  a  right,  as  a  member  of  the  public  to  fish 
"  without  permission  in  the  tidal  water."    Dr.  Wilson 
was  put  into  the  witness-box,  and  said  he,  as  pro- 
prietor of  Tarty,  had  granted  Mr.  Herrig  permission, 
but  McDonald  and  the  water-bailiff  proved  that  they 
were  outside  the  boundaries  of  Tarty  when  chal- 
lenged, and  that  they  had  fiimock  or  sea-trout  (fish 
of  the  salmon  kind)  in  their  possession.    The  Sheriff 
convicted  Mr.  Herrig  of  the  technical  offence  of 
making  a  mistake  in  the  matter  of  boundaries,  and 
of  being  on  other  waters  than  Tarty  where  they  had 
not  permission.  He  imposed  the  nominal  fine  of  6d., 
with  £2  on  Mr.  Herrig,  and  dismissed  the  action 
against  his  friend,  as  at  the  time  being  he  was  Mr. 
Herrig's  guest,  and  Mr.  Herrig  wished  to  cover  him 
as  such. 

Unless  in  a  higher  court,  there  could  not  have  been 
a  more  clearer  or  authoritative  decision.  His  lord- 
ship who  tried  the  case  is  an  expert  angler,  careful 
of  anglers'  rights,  and  an  authority  on  the  salmon 
laws.  Mr.  Hugh  McDonald,  the  factor,  is  a  just  and 
reasonable  man,  a  sportsman  of  the  first  water,  and 
by  no  means  fractious  or  anxious  to  rush  cases  into 
court,  and  Mr.  Herrig  at  his  own  expense  and  at 
no  little  trouble  has  fought  the  case  pro  bono  publico. 
He  deserves  the  thanks  of  all  sportsmen  coming  into 
the  North  for  getting  a  decision  on  what  hitherto 
has  been  at  least  an  uncertain  point  that  there  is 
no  public  right,  even  in  a  boat,  to  anglers  on  tidal 
waters  for  fish  of  the  salmon  kind. 

The  question  of  bro-vvn  trout  angling  can  cnly  be 
determined  by  reference  to  the  Spey  case.  The 
salmon  laws  of  Scotland  (under  which  finncck, 
whitling  or  grilse  sea-trout  ccme)  do  not  take  cogni- 
sance of  brown  trout,  and  where  there  are  no  riparian 
rights  there  can  be  no  prosecution.  However,  these 
are  only  rarely  of  any  value  for  their  brcmi  trout 
alone.  G.  M. 


SOME  EXCELLENT  BROWN 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Anglers  who  are  fond  of  brown  trout  fishing,  and 
their  name  is  legion,  would  do  well  to  make  a  note 
of  the  following  information  which  has  been  gleaned 
by  me  during  an  extended  journey  into  co.  Donegal. 
I  arrived  in  the  particular  district  referred  to  rather 
late  in  the  season — too  late,  in  fact,  for  the  brown 
trout  I  caught  were  heavy  in  spawn,  and  were  con- 
sequently returned  to  the  water  ;  and  as  one  hardly 
cares  to  continually  go  on  returning  fish,  I  gave  up 
the  brown  trout  fishing,  had  a  turn  at  the  salmon, 
found  them  to  be  even  worse  in  condition,  and  there- 
after went  for  sea-trout  with  varying  succes.i,  gene- 
rally getting  a  few  fish  however  that  were  fit  to 
keep.  Having  hooked  and  plaj'cd  good  broT^-n 
trout  here,  I  am  quite  convinced  of  the  possibilities 
of  the  waters,  and  as  a  friend  of  mine  met  with 
great  success,  landing  brown  trout  up  to  3-Jlb., 
before  my  arrival,  and  was  good  enough  to  write  me 
fully  on  the  subject,  and  as  my  other  information 
is  from  absolutely  reUable  and  thoroughly  sports- 
manlike sources,  the  fishing  is  hkely  to  prove  as  good 
as  it  would  appear  and  is  said  to  be.  Further,  there 
are  a  few  who  know  it  well,  and  visit  it  year  after 
year,  and  have  kept  their  success  to  themselves. 
This,  perhaps,  is  the  best  recommendation  of  all. 

The  district  referred  to  is  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Milford,  co.  Donegal,  and  it  is  reached 
from  Londonderry  by  Lough  Swilly  Railway  to 
Fahan,  thence  by  steamer  to  Rathmullan,  the 
journey  being  completed  by  a  car  drive  of  about 
eight  miles.^  Close  by  is  l,ough  Fern,  and  this  watei 
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IB  generally  the  one  fished  by  visitors  other  than 
those  "who  J  know,"  and  who  are  referred  to  above. 
Lough  Fern  is  Hke  many  other  Irish  lakes  that  arc 
not  over-fished,  only  that  it  is  better  than  the 
average  of  them.  On  it  one  can  get  baskets  of  three 
or  four  dozen  brown  trout  early  in  the  season,  the 
fish  averaging  about  three  to  the  pound  with  a 
eprinkling  of  half-pounders,  and  now  and  then  a 
three-quarter  pounder,  or  a  pounder.  They  rise 
readily  to  the  fly,  and  fight  very  gamely.  Close  by 
is  Lough  Keel,  which  provides  bigger  but  fewer  fish. 
These  two  lakes  form  the  main  fishing  grounds  to 
the  average  visitor,  and  herein  arises  yet  another 
case  of  neglected  waters,  for  Lough  Fern  and  Lough 
Keel  fish  so  well  that  other  loughs  in  the  neighbour- 
hood are  seldom  visited,  several  of  them  lie  unfished 
for  months,  and  a  few  of  them  have  not  been  angled 
in  for  a  year,  or  even  two  !  One  reason  of  this  is 
that  they  are  fringed  with  thick  growths  of  rushes, 
over  which  it  is  difficult  to  cast  a  fly,  and  through 
which  it  would  be  by  mere  luck  a  fish  could  be 
drawn  to  shore.  Of  course,  the  article  required  is  a 
portable  boat,  and  when  one  has  been  introduced 
into  the  district  (as  was  the  case  recently)  the 
resulting  catches  would  "  raise  your  hair."-  In  the 
case  referred  to  some  enterprising  anglers  visited  the 
district  with  a  portable  boat,  and,  paying  attention 
to  these  little  frequented  waters,  in  a  week's  fishing 
captured  a  large  number  of  fine  trout,  most  of  which 
were  well  over  a  pound,  a  good  sprinkling  of 
2-pounders,  a  few  running  up  to  .31b.  and  41b.  weight. 
This  is  no  mendacious  statement ;  it  is  a  "  solemn 
and  serious  fact."-  And  what  is  more  the  greater 
bulk  of  the  fish  were  killed  on  the  artificial  fly,  only 
some  of  the  three  and  four-pounders  were  captured 
on  the  minnow  in  one  of  the  loughs,  of  which  more 
presently. 

My  explanation  of  the  presence  of  these  fine  fish 
is  a  simple  one :  there  is  plenty  of  food  for  them. 
Unlike  many  parts  of  Donegal,  especially  amidst  the 
Highlands,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  in  which 
these  loughs  are  the  land  is  a  "  fat  "  one,  and  it  is 
an  assured  fact  that  a  "  fat  '■'  country  carries  "  fat  " 
trout.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  some  friends,  Mr. 
Manus  McCreadie  (the  enterprising  proprietor  of 
McDevitt's  Hotel  here)  has  placed  a  boat  or  two  on 
these  loughs,  and  the  success  which  has  attended 
his  action  has  encouraged  him  to  arrange  for  more, 
including  portable  boats  that  can  be  shifted  from 
lough  to  lough  with  very  little  trouble.  On  Lough 
na-Keagh  he  has  a  boat  of  Norwegian  design,  and 
from  this  water  the  catches  average  a  dozen  trout  a 
day,  and  the  fish  will  average  a  poimd.  But  notice 
one  thing :  this  lough  is  erratic.  You  may  visit 
it  for  two  or  three  days  in  succession  and  only  get  a 
fish  or  two  ;  then  comes  a  good  day,  or  a  succession 
of  good  days,  and  your  bag  is  a  heavy  one.  If  Lough 
na-Keagh  refuses  to  yield  sport  you  can  transfer 
yoiu:  attentions  to  the  Bog  lough  which  is  close  by, 
and  here  you  will  average  six  fish  a  day— pounders— 
and  your  sport  will  be  more  certain.  And  if  both 
these  fail  you  there  are  still  others  close  by ;  and 
even  should  your  morning  be  spent  in  finding  a 
lough  that  is  fishing  well,  when  found  it  wiU  provide 
sport  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  that  will  quickly 
fill  your  basket.  The  best  of  these  loughs  is  the 
most  erratic ;  it  is  Lough  A-Weel.  Granted  a 
fishing  day  on  this  water,  and  your  basket  will 
consist  of  from  three  to  four  brace  of  fish,  weighing 
from  a  pound  to  three  poimds  each  fish  (not  each 
brace  of  fish),  and  these  will  be  caught  on  the  fly. 
You  may  even  get  more  and  heavier  fish.  I  have 
asked  Mr.  McCreadie  to  keep  a  record  of  fish  caught 
in  the  future,  and  he  has  promised  to  do  so.  I  am 
thinking  the  information  so  conveyed  will  be 
astounding.  The  most  likely  looking  of  the  whole 
lot  to  my  way  of  thinking  is  Lough  Magheradrum- 
mond  ;  it  ought  to  fish  well  with  such  a  name  !  It 
has  been  fished  only  two  or  three  times  during  the 
past  season,  and  on  each  occasion  has  yielded  good 
baskets.  There  is  no  boat  on  it,  and  the  secret  of 
it  being  left  alone  is  that  no  boat  was  available  to 
put  on  it.    Matters  will  be  altered  next  season. 

Away  up  in  the  mountains,  a  stiff  but  not  a  long 
climb,  there  are  two  loughs  deserving  of  special 
attention.  The  first  of  these  is  Lough  Dhu,  and,  in 
passing,  I  may  mention  that  this  lough  is  connected 
with  Lough  Swilly,  and  that  sea-trout  run  into  it,  and 
at  times  afford  good  sport.  The  brown  trout  fishing 
has  hitherto  been  enjoyed  by  only  one  or  two  men  ; 
and,  after  this  article  appears,  I  shall  keep  out  of 
their  way !  For  Lough  Dhu  is  a  rod-hot  catch 
indeed !  Close  by  is  Lough  Columbkille,  a  remark- 
able sheet  of  water.  It  is  one  of  the  most  lonely- 
looking  loughs  I  have  seen,  and  the  number  is  not  a 


few  ;  indeed,  its  weird,  solemn  quiet  is  dispiriting, 
and  I  would  not  care  to  fish  it  unaccompanied  by  a 
companion.  It  is  right  in  the  heart  of  the  hills, 
and  is  hemmed  in  by  rugged,  rocky,  mountain  sides, 
the  only  relief  to  the  monotony  of  rocks,  rocks 
everywhere,  being  a  solitary  farm -building,  perched 
in  a  precarious  position,  and  which  appeals  to  the 
onlooker — or  at  least  to  me — as  being  sorry  for  its 
existence,  and  not  unmindful  of  its  jeopardy. 
Columbkille  is  pure  spring  water  ;  there  is  only  one 
bed  of  rushes  in  it,  and  that  a  small  one  ;  it  is  very 
deep,  and  I  am,  perforce,  compelled  to  think  that  the 
fish  in  it  attain  the  huge  size  they  do  from  a  neces- 
sarily acquired  habit  of  cannibalism.  At  any  rate, 
the  lure  for  them  is  a  golden  minnow.  On  one 
occasion  this  season  a  brace  was  killed  (one  21b., 
one  3 Jib.)  on  a  Coachman  fly,  or  they  were  said 
to  be ;  and  that  is  the  only  record  I  can  gather  of 
the  fish  in  this  water  taking  a  fly  at  all.  My  friend 
in  advance,  to  whom  I  have  referred  in  the  first  part 
of  this  article,  tried  this  lough  one  evening — result, 
one  trout,  21b.  Next  day  saw  him  on  the  lough 
again— result,  three  fish  (2'lb.,  2ilb.,  3Jlb.),  all  on  the 
golden  minnow.  Locally,  Lough  Columbkille  has 
the  reputation  of  being  very  capricious ;  but  there 
is  no  record  of  fish  less  than  lib.  from  it,  and  they 
run  up  to  61b.  or  71b.  And  although  so  heavy  they 
are  very  handsome  fish,  short  and  thick,  and  fight 
like  veritable  demons. 

The  flies  for  these  lakes  (including  Lough  Fern) 
are:  Claret  and  Grouse  (this  fly  kills  50  per  cent,  of 
all  fish  taken  ;  the  claret  must  be  a  deep  rich  colour, 
silver  body,  and  light  blue  hackle) ;  Rough  Olive, 
Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  Blue  and  Bloa  ;  and  for 
very  stormy  weather  a  small  Fiery  Brown.  Notwith- 
standing the  waters  are  very  little  fished,  the  tip  is 
small  flies  and  fine  casts.  Ibis  Tag. 


MESSRS.  J.  C.  CORDING  &  CO.,  LTD. 


Messrs.  J.  C.  Goedino  &  Co.;  Ltd.;  of  19, 
Piccadilly,  W.,  and  35,  Stj  James's-street,  S.W., 
have  been  honoured  by  a  special  Warrant  of 
Appointment  as  Waterproofers  to  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Italy,  who  is  a  very  keen  angler,  as  is  also 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Italy. 


FEESH-WATEE  CEUSTACEANS.* 


CHAPTER  XVI.— continued. 

Besides  the  Entomostraca  thus  briefly  described, 
there  are  of  course  many  others  which  are  just  as 
interesting  and  nearly  as  useful  in  the  aquarium. 
Those  just  referred  to  are  the  commonest  and  the 
most  easily  obtained,  and,  perhaps,  owing  to  their 
great  prolificacy,  the  most  useful  in  the  tank.- 

There  is,  however,  one  other  Entomostracon 
which  I  think  ought,  though  rather  rare,  to  be  men- 
tioned here,  owing  to  its  beauty,  namely,  the  Fairy 
Shrimp  (Chiroce'phalus  stagnalis).  It  is  about  lin. 
long,  and  nearly  transparent.  The  tail  is  a  bright 
red,  and  the  back  of  the  female  is  blue.  It  is  foimd 
in  stagnant  water,  and,  according  to  Dr.  Baird,  in 
ditches  and  deep  cart-ruts  on  the  edges  of  woods 
and  plantations;  I  beUeve  that  it  is  nearly  always 
to  be  seen  in  a  pond  on  Blackheath.  Dr.  Baird, 
in  writing  of  the  Fairy  Shrimps,  says  that  "  they 
swim  upon  their  backs,  and  in  fine  warm  weather, 
when  the  sun  is  not  too  strong,  they  may  be  seen 
balancing  themselves,  as  it  were,  near  the  surface 
by  means  of  their  branchial  feet,  which  are  in  con- 
stant motion.-  On  the  least  disturbance,  however, 
they  strike  the  water  rapidly  with  their  tail  from 
right  to  left,  dart  away  like  a  fish,  and  hasten  to 
conceal  themselves  by  diving  into  the  soft  mud,  or 
amongst  the  weeds  at  the  bottom  of  the  pool.  It 
is  certainly  the  most  beautiful  and  elegant  of  all  the 
Entomostraca.-  The  male  is  especially  beautiful ; 
the  uninterrupted  undulatory,  wa-ving  motion  of  its 
graceful  branchial  feet,  slightly  tinged  as  they  are 
with  a  light  reddish  hue,  the  brilUant  mixture  of 
transparent  bluish-green  and  bright  red  of  its  pre- 
hensile antennae,  and  its  bright  red  tail,  -with  the 
beautifully  plumose  setae  springing  from  it,  render 
it  really  exceedingly  attractive  to  the  -view.  The 
undulatory  motion  of  its  branchial  feet  serves 
another  purpose  in  addition  to  that  of  keeping  the 
animal  suspended  in  the  water.-    The  thorax  or 

*  From  "Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fishing  Qazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 


body  of  the  animal  has  been  described,  when  float- 
ing on  its  back,  as  like  the  cavity  of  a  little  boat, 
the  feet  representing  oars.-    When  these  are  in 
motion,  they  cause  the  water  contained  in  this 
cavity  to  be  compressed,  and  to  mount  up  as  alone 
a  canal,  carr3ang  in  the  current  the  particles  deJj 
tined  for  its  food  towards  its  mouth.-    It  seems  oH 
be  constantly,  when  in  this  position,  employed 
swallowing  and  digesting  its  food,  its  masticatorB 
organs  being  in  perpetual  motion.'^  ■ 
The  food  of  this  beautiful  little  crustacean  coni 
sists  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter — chiefly,  how^ 
ever,  the  former.    It  is  said  to  lay  its  eggs,  during 
March  and  April,  loosely  in  the  water.  Though 
they  are  very  small,  they  can  be  seen  by  the  naked 
eye.    They  are  covered  very  thickly  with  "  sharp 
spines."-    These  spines,  which  can  of  course  only  be 
seen  by  the  help  of  a  microscope,  are  for  the  pur- 
pose, it  is  supposed,  of  causing  the  eggs  to  adhere 
to  any  sohd  substance  against  which  they  may  fall, 
and  also  to  act  as  some  slight  protection  from  the 
attacks  of  small  aquatic  animals. 

CHAPTER  XVIIj 

HYDE-ffi. 

There  is  nothing  in  connection  -with  the  fresh- 
water aquarium  more  extraordinary  and  interest- 
ing than  the  Hydrae.  These  polypes  were  first 
noticed,  I  believe,  by  Leeuwenhoek  in  1703  ;  but 
M.  Trembley,  of  Geneva,  about  1740,  was  the  first 
to  describe  their  Ufe-history,  The  three  species 
known  in  Britain  are  the  Green  Hydra  (Hydra 
viridis),  the  Orange-Brown  {Hydra  vulgaris),  and 
the  Brown  {H.  fusca).  These  interesting  creatures, 
of  which  H.  vulgaris  is  about  the  commonest,  may 
be  found  in  ponds  or  slow- running  streams  nearly 
everywhere.  They  are  generally  taken  adhering  to 
such  plants  as  the  duckweed  or  water-crowfoot; 
The  best  way  to  procure  Hydrae  for  the  aquarium 
is  to  gather  a  little  of  the  weed  among  which  these 
tiny  creatures  are  supposed  to  live  and  take  it  home.- 
Then  fill  a  few  tumblers  or  other  transparent  glass 
vessels  -with  clear  water,  put  them  in  a  sunny 
window,  and  in  each  of  these  receptacles  place  a 
small  portion  of  the  weed.  If  there  are  any  polypes 
at  all,  their  presence  will  be  easily  detected  in  less 
than  an  hour.  When  startled  or  frightened  in  any 
way,  these  creatures  contract  themselves  until  they 
assume  the  appearance  of  minute  lumps  of  jelly, 
which  are  not  likely  to  be  noticed  by  an  inex- 
perienced eye  ;  but  under  the  influence  of  quiet  and 
sunshine  they  will  soon  begin  to  extend  themselves 
in  such  a  way  that  even  a  novice  will  be  easily  able  to 
see  them.  Their  bodies  may  be  likened  in  size  and 
shape  to  a  piece  of  horsehair  of  about  Jin.  long.- 
One  end  of  this  body  has  a  sucking-disc,  by  means 
of  which  the  animal  is  able  to  affix  itself  to  any 
foreign  substance.  At  the  other  end  there  is  a 
mouth,  which  is  surrounded  by  very  fine  tentacles, 
varying  in  number  from  three  or  four  to  twelve; 
These  tentacles  are  capable  of  great  extension,  so 
much  so  that  in  some  species  they  may  be  stretched 
several  times  longer  than  the  length  of  the  creature's 
body.  The  mouth,  which  is  very  elastic,  has  the 
food  brought  to  it  by  the  tentacles.  Dr.  Hogg  says 
that  "  the  organ  of  prehension,  which  is  called  the 
hasta,  consists  of  a  sac  opening  at  the  surface  of  the 
tentacle,  -within  which,  at  the  lower  portion,  is- 
placed  a  saucer-shaped  vesicle  supporting  a  minute 
ovate  body,  which  again  bears  a  sharp  calcareous 
piece  called  the  '  sagitta '  arrow.-  This  can  be 
pushed  out  at  the  pleasure  of  the  animal,  ser-ving  to 
roughen  the  surface  of  the  tentacle,  and  afford  a 
much  firmer  hold  of  the  hving  prey."- 

The  tubercles,  which  more  or  less  cover  the  ten- 
tacles, possess  extremely  fine  threads,  called  "  urti- 
eating  threads,"  by  means  of  which  the  Hydra  is 
able  to  sting  its  victim  to  death.  These  "  urticating 
threads  "  are  so  deadly  in  their  action  that  none  of 
the  smaller  aquatic  animals  upon  which  this  polype 
feeds  ever  seem  to  recover  from  the  consequences 
of  coming  in  contact  with  them.  It  is  a  most 
curious  sight  to  watch  a  Hydra  fishing,  as  it  -were, 
for  its  food.  Its  tentacles  are  extended  and  sway- 
ing to  and  fro,  and  directly  a  water-flea,  larva  of  a 
gnat,  Uttle  red-worm,  or  any  such  creature  comes 
within  touch  of  one  or  more  of  them,  the  victim 
seems  to  be  paralysed,  for  after  a  few  faint  struggles 
it  either  dies  or  resigns  itself  to  its  fate  as  the  long 
and  pliant  tentacles  slowly  entwine  themselves 
around  the  poor  creature,  and  gradually  draw  it 
towards  the  mouth  which  they  surround.  Some- 
times a  Hydra  catches  at  the  same  time  more 
victims  than  it  feels  disposed  to  eat,-   It  will  in  such 
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a  case  devour  sufficient  to  satisfy  its  appetite  and 
relax  its  hold  upon  the  rest.  For  the  latter,  how 
ever,  there  is  no  escape,  as  the  "  urticating  threads  ' 
will  have  done  their  work,  and  the  unfortunate 
animals  just  released  from  captivity  sink  down  to 
the  bottom  of  the  water  to  die — that  is,  if  they  were 
not  already  dead  before  the  polype  allowed  them  to 
become  disentangled.  A  red-worm  or  small  larva 
seems  immediately  to  succumb  to  the  powers  of  the 
Hydra's  sting,  but  a  Cyclops  or  Daphnia  will,  with 
a  few  struggles,  make  some  show  of  resistance,  the 
shell,  or  carapace,  of  the  tiny  crustaceans  in  their 
case  afifording  a  sUght  protection  against  the  effects 
of  the  captor's  poison. 

While  in  confinement  the  Hydrse  may  be  fed  upon 
such  Entomostraca  as  the  Cyclops  and  Daphnise, 
which  can  be  bred  in  a  separate  vessel  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  polypes  expel  the  indigestible  parts  of 
these  small  Crustacea.  Though  the  Hydrae  very 
often  kill  more  animals  than  they  are  able  to 
eat.  the  dead  bodies  of  the  victims  need  not  be 
removed  from  the  water,  for  the  Entomostraca,  if 
present  in  the  tank  in  any  numbers,  will  act  the  part 
of  scavengers  and  help  to  keep  the  water  pure.  A 
clear  and  thin  glass  tumbler  makes  a  very  suitable 


Fig.  191. 


Hydb.?:  attached  to  a  piece  of 
Anacharis  Plant. 


little  aquarium  for  the  Hydrae,  which  of  course 
should  have  no  other  companions  than  those  they 
feed  upon.    They  ought  to  be  provided  with  some 
aquatic  plant,  to  which  they  can  affix  themselves 
(Fig.  191)  if  they  choose.    A  little  duckweed  or  a 
small  spray  of  the  water-thyme  (Anacharis  alsin- 
astrum)  will  answer  the  purpose  very  well.  The 
Hydrae,  however,  frequently  fasten  themselves  to 
the  sides  of  the  aquarium,  thus  much  facilitating 
the  observation  of  their  habits.    Hydrae  increase 
both  by  germination  and  by  being  hatched  from 
eggs.    The  former  manner  of  reproduction  seems  to 
be  commoner  than  the  latter.    The  budding  takes 
place  on  any  part  of  the  creature's  body  except  the 
tentacles.    When  a  polype  is  about  to  produce  off- 
spring by  germination,  a  small  lump  or  tubercle 
will  be  seen  upon  some  portion  of  its  body,  and  this 
gradually  grows  and  lengthens  out  until  the  small 
tentacles  of  the  young  Hydra  appear,  which  it 
■  bagins  to  use  for  obtaining  food  almost  immediately. 
The  young  sometimes  remain  attached  to  their 
parent's  body  until  they  are  quite  full-grown,  and 
occasionally,  indeed,  until  they  themselves  have 
also  produced  children  by  germination.    It  not  in- 
frequently happens  that  mother  and  daughter, 
though  still  closely  united  by  family  ties,  will  both 
be^in  to  devour  the  same  unhappy  worm,  and  in  a 
little  time  the  relatives  meet  face  to  face  near  the 
middle  of  their  victim's  body,  which,  however, 
generally  breaking  in  half,  frees  the  captors  from 
an  awkward  dilemma.    It  does  happen,  though 
rarely,  when  two  Hydrae  have  attacked  the  same 
worm,  that  the  worm  is  too  tough  to  be  broken,  and 
the  stronger  polype  swallows  the  weaker  one  and 
its  prey  until  the  prey  has  been  digested,  and  then 
the  vanquished  Hydra  is  rejected,  or  returned  to  its 
watery  world  to  fish  and  fight  again,  and  none  the 
worse  apparently  for  its  rather  unpleasant  ex- 
perience.   Polypes  increase  very  rapidly  during  the 
summer-time  by  budding. 

Other  lumps  grow  upon  the  body  of  the  Hydra 
besides  those  which  are  to  bud  into  young  polypes, 
and  these  are  called  sperm-cells  or  ovisacs.  Both 
Bperm-celLs  and  ovisacs  appear  upon  the  same 
Hydra.  When  the  former  are  ripe,  they  burst  and 
discharge  that  which  they  contain,  and  thus  fer- 
tilise the  ovum.  After  a  time  the  ovum  is  ex- 
truded, and  sinks  to  the  bottom  of  the  water,  where 
it  remains  for  a  long  or  short  time,  according  to  the 
season,  until  it  is  hatched.  The  parent  Hydra  dies 
after  producing  her  egg.  It  very  rarely  happens 
that  a  polype  discharges  more  than  one  egg.  The 
ova  are  about  ^'j,th  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The 
young  Hydra  when  first  hatched  possesses  only  two 
tflntacle^,  which  gradually  increase  in  number.  Mr. 
•Fames  P'ullagar,  who  has  written  in  Scie.nre  Goasij) 
from  time  to  time  some  very  interesting  articles 
upon  these  creatures,  says  that  the  young  Hydrae 
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have  the  power  of  stinging  their  natural  prey  to 
death  before  they  are  old  enough  to  devour  it, 
Hydrae  which  have  been  kept  in  captivity  during 
the  summer  apparently  disappear  about  autumn 
but  reappear  again  in  the  spring  from  the  ova 
which  during  the  previous  summer  had  been  de- 
posited at  the  bottom  of  the  aquarium.  According 
to  Mr.  FuUagar,  "  the  reproduction  of  Hydra  vul- 
garis from  ova  takes  place  in  the  autumn,  and  that  of 
Hydra  viridis  in  the  spring." 

There  is  another  way  by  which  Hydrae  may  be 
increased,  besides  being  produced  from  eggs  and  by 
budding,  and  this  is  by  artificial  division.  This 
extraordinary  power  on  the  part  of  this  polype  has 
given  it  the  generic  name  of  Hydi-a,  and  well  is  it 
deserved,  for  it  does  seem  to  rival  in  this  particular 
that  monster  which,  according  to  the  ancients,  was 
conquered  by  Hercules.    If  a  Hydra  is  cut  in  half, 
it  apparently  suffers  little  or  no  pain,  for  the  half 
containing  the  tentacles  will  sink  to  the  bottom  of 
the  water,  because  it  has  no  disc  by  which  it  can 
adhere,  but  will,  if  it  has  an  opportunity,  imme- 
diately seize  and  devour  prey.    The  other  half  will 
remain  cUnging  to  the  spot  to  which  it  was  affixed 
when   the  operation  took  place,  and  gradually 
develop  a  new  mouth  and  new  tentacles.    Should  a 
polype  be  divided  into  four  or  more  pieces,  it  will 
in  all  probabihty  produce  in  time  the  same  number 
of  perfect  Hydrae,  or,  if  it  be  slit  from  top  to  bottom, 
the  cut  portions  of  each  piece  will  slowly  unite,  and 
two  Hydrae  will  take  the  place  of  the  original  one. 
It  has  been  said  that  a  fresh  polype  will  grow  from 
a  small  portion  of  a  tentacle,  but  tlais  is  very 
doubtful.    It  has  been  generally  noticed  that  those 
Hydras  which  have  been  the  result  of  artificial 
division  are  stronger  and  finer  animals  than  those 
which  have  sprung  from  eggs  or  have  been  pro- 
duced by  germination.    M.  Trembley  has  recorded 
that  he  was  successful  in  turning  some  of  these 
polypes  inside  out,  and  that  even  under  this  un- 
natural condition  they  were  able  and  willing  to 
capture  their  prey  and  feed  upon  it  and  thrive. 

(To  he  continued.) 


HEAVY  TROUT  ON  LIGHT 
TACKLE. 
By  Edward  G.  Taylor. 


RAILWAY  PICTORIAL  POST-CARDS. 

The  series  of  pictorial  post-cards  issued  by  the 
London  and  North- Western  Railway  Company  in 
August  last,  showing  the  development  of  the  railway 
during  the  last  seventy  years,  have  proved  very 
popular,  over  half  a  million  cards  having  been 
disposed  of.  A  revised  and  improved  edition  is  now 
eady,  which  contains  many  more  features  of  interest, 
including  views  on  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
Railway  in  1829,  the  London  and  Birmingham 
Railway  in  1837,  old  and  new  Royal  saloons,  and 
old  locomotives  and  carriages  are  shown  in  contrast 
to  the  latest  productions  of  the  Crewe  and  Wolverton 
Works.  The  cards  can  be  obtained  at  the  stations, 
town  offices,  hotels,  in  the  dining-car?,  and  on  the 
steamers  belonging  to  the  company  at  the  absurdly 
low  price  of  2d.  per  packet  of  six  cards.  They  are 
very  well  and  attractively  printed. 


The  tendency  of  the  up-to-date,  scientific  fly- 
fisherman  is  toward  the  use  of  light  tackle.  This  is 
very  gratifying  to  the  writer,  who  has  always  main- 
tained that  the  lighter  the  tackle  used  in  the  capture 
of  any  game  fish  the  greater  the  sport.  I  remember 
whipping  the  numerous  Michigan  and  Wisconsin 
trout  streams  years  ago  with  an  outfit  heavy  and 
strong  enough  to  kill  a  mascalonge.  But  that  day 
is  past,  for  which  fact  all  true  sportsmen  should  be 
thankful. 

Two  fly  rods  are  reposing  on  the  table  where  I  am 
writing.  One  is  of  bethabara  wood,  10ft.  long, 
weighing  8oz.,  a  relic  of  the  dark  ages  of  my  angling 
history.  The  other  rod  is  a  mere  toy  by  comparison, 
weighing  S.^oz.,  length  8ft.  I  can  almost  see  the 
incredulous  smile  on  the  face  of  many  a  reader,  but 
wait  a  bit  and  read  about  one  particular  trial — 
selected  from  innumerable  tests  of  this  light  rod — 
which  should  convince  the  sceptic  that  the  use  of 
light,  reliable  fishing  tackle  is  one  of  the  real  tests 
of  genuine  sportsmanship,  and  adds  an  exquisite 
pleasure  to  the  gentle  art  of  fly  fishing.  A  5lb. 
rainbow  trout,  killed  in  rapid  water  with  a  rod 
weighing  less  than  4oz.,  is  one  of  the  many  severe 
tests  to  which  this  little  rod  has  been  subjected. 
This  51b.  rainbow  trout  was  taken  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  in  Colorado,  last  July,  after  a  bitter  fight, 
lasting  fortyrfive  minutes,  and  in  which  my  skill 
and  strength  were  severely  tried.  I  will  describe 
the  capture  of  this  fish,  hoping  thereby  to  make  a 
few  converts  to  the  use  of  lighter,  more  delicate 
tackle  in  fly  fishing  for  the  shy  and  beautiful  brook 
trout. 

Mrs.  Taylor  and  the  writer  were  fishing  the  trout 
streams  of  Wisconsin  last  Jime,  with  only  fair 
success,  when  we  received  word  from  Colorado  that 
the  snow  water  was  rapidly  melting  and  running  off 
the  mountain  tops,  and  that  fly  fishing  would  soon  be 
good  on  the  streams  in  Southern  Colorado.  It 
seems  to  be  quite  a  formidable  trip  from  Northern 
Wisconsin  to  Southern  Colorado,  but  we  made  the 
jump  in  quick  time,  via  the  great  Rock  Island 
route  from  Chicago  to  Colorado  Springs,  where  we 
made  quick  connections  with  the  Denver  and  Rio 
Grande  Railway  for  Phillips'  ranch,  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  a  ride  of  only  forty-two  hours  from  Chicago. 
The  headwaters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  from  several 
miles  below  Del  Norte  to  Creede,  Colo.,  offer  some 
rare  fly  fishing  in  season  to  the  fortunate  angler  who 
can  be  on  the  stream  at  the  right  moment. 

Phillips'  ranch  is  situated  on  the  Rio  Grande 
three  miles  above  South  Fork,  so  named  because  it 
is  the  junction  of  the  South  Fork  and  the  Rio 
Grande.  Along  this  reach  of  river  are  located  some 
fine  pools,  and  after  Willow  Fly  time,  when  the  water 
clears  up,  the  fly  fishing  is  superb,  black-spotted 
and  rainbow  trout  being  plentiful.  For  three  or 
four  weeks  after  the  fly  fishing  opens  up  the  trout 
appear  to  be  plentiful  along  this  part  of  the  river, 
but  as  the  season  advances  the  trout  seem  to  swim 
upstream,  and  the  nearer  to  Creede  one  flshes  in 
August  and  September,  the  better  the  fishing. 

July  3  saw  the  arrival  at  the  ranch  of  Frank 
B.  Orr  and  wife.  Mr.  Orr  is  a  member  of  the 
Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club,  and  this  was  his  first 
season  on  the  Rio  Grande.  This  section  of  Colorado 
must  have  experienced  a  tremendous  faU  of  snow 
during  the  winter  of  1902-03,  and  it  seemed  to  be 
an  age  in  melting  and  running  off  through  the  rivers, 
that  were  high  and  slow  in  clearing.  WiUow  flies 
were  out  by  the  millions,  and  the  river  being  too 
roily  for  fly-fishing,  we  were  compelled  to  put  in  an 
entire  week  waiting  for  the  water  to  show  that 
peculiar  bluish-green  tinge  that  is  the  joy  of  aU  fly 
fishermen. 

On  July  11  we  enjoyed  some  fair  sport,  and  Sir. 
Walpole,  of  Pueblo,  hooked  a  big  rainbow  trout  in  a 
pool  one-half  mile  below  Phillips'  bridge.  This 
trout  proved  too  wise  for  Walpole,  and  a  broken 
salmon  leader  was  all  "  Wally  "  had  to  show  for  his 
trouble.  Mr.  Orr  fished  the  same  pool  on  July  14, 
took  a  fine  creelful  of  trout  ranging  from  lib.  to  21b. 
each,  and  reported  the  hooking  of  a  very  heavy 
trout,  which  sawed  off  the  leader  on  some  sharp 
rocks  and  escaped  with  the  fly,  a  fact  that  annoyed 
Mr.  Orr,  as  the  fly  was  a  new  one  to  this  water,  and 
Mr.  Orr  only  had  six  of  the  ffies  with  him.  This  big 
trout  was  very  wise,  for  there  was  one  particular 
rock  with  sharp  edges  around  which  this  fish  would 
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swim,  and  when  there,  always  succeeded  in  cutting 
the  leader  and  escaping. 

Ernest  Osgood,  of  Pueblo,  one  of  the  most  expert 
anglers  in  Colorado,  had  a  try  at  this  big  rainbow 
and  came  back  minus  part  of  his  leader.  As  the 
water  looked  good  on  the  morning  of  July  15,  a  great 
desire  came  over  me  to  have  a  try  for  this  curming 
old  trout,  and  I  carefully  prepared  the  following 
tackle  for  the  attempt : — 

The  rod  was  a  "  Kosmic,"  weighing  exactly  31b. 
3oz.,*  length  8ft.  ;  material,  male  Calcutta  split 
bamboo  ;  a  quadi'uple  multiplier  reel,  60yds.  capa- 
city, contained  40yds.  of  medium-sized  enamelled 
fly-casting  line  ;  the  leader  was  of  refined  gut,  5ft. 
long,  and  tied  by  myself  ;  and  one  fly,  an  Alexandra, 
tied  on  a  No.  8  hook,  completed  my  outfit. 

The  morning  was  threatening,  and  a  low  rumble 
of  thunder  warned  of  a  storm.  The  pool  wherein 
sported  the  big  trout  was  below  a  large  rock  that 
protruded  5ft.  above  the  river  level.  A  heavy 
fringe  of  willows  overhung  the  left  bank,  making  it 
difficult  to  cast  a  fly  from  that  side,  and  any  angler 
who  had  fished  this  pool  generally  did  so  from  the 
other  side  of  the  river  by  wading  out  as  near  to  the 
rock  as  possible,  the  desire  being  to  place  the  fly 
exactly  at  the  juncture  of  the  swift  and  still  water. 
The  water  was  deep  along  the  shore,  below  the  largo 
rock,  being  almost  over  the  top  of  my  waders  within 
2ft.  of  the  willows,  but  I  entered  the  river  here,  and 
imreeling  20yds.  of  line  between  the  reel  and  first 
guide-ring,  that  I  held  coiled  in  my  left  hand,  I  was 
ready  for  business. 

Standing  10ft.  from  the  rock  and  crouched  close 
to  the  willows,  with  a  short  line,  I  began  to  bring 
the  fly  from  the  left  to  right  in  a  half-circle,  allowing 
it  to  tap  the  water  gently,  making  a  number  of 
casts  with  the  wrist  alone  so  as  not  to  disturb  the 
fish.  The  circle  of  casting  extended  from  a  point 
within  an  inch  of  the  rock  to  the  still  water  below  me, 
when  I  would  repeat  the  tactics.  After  ten  minutes 
of  this  work,  I  placed  the  fly  further  out  on  the 
stream,  allowing  it  to  fall  gently  on  the  water  at  the 
juncture  of  the  swift,  bubble-crested  and  the  edge  of 
the  smoother  water.  The  bottom  of  the  deep,  still 
pool  is  composed  of  hard  white  sand.  Ten  feet  out 
in  the  stream  the  river  bed  under  the  swiftest  part  of 
the  river  is  full  of  rocks  of  aU  sizes,  and  sometimes 
the  big  trout  are  out  among  these  rocks  ;  then  again 
they  take  a  rest  back  on  the  bed  of  the  more  quiet 
pool,  so  the  angler  must  feel  cautiously  about  and 
hunt  his  trout  with  the  fly.  This  quest  requires 
much  patience  and  more  time  than  the  average 
angler  will  devote  to  any  particular  spot,  but  it  is 
the  only  way  to  really  extract  all  the  meat  out  of 
angling  for  a  big  fish  in  such  waters.  But  to  return 
to  my  trout. 

Ten  minutes  of  carefully  spatting  the  fly  down  on 
the  surface  of  this  pool  resulted  in  no  strike,  and,  as 
it  commenced  to  rain,  I  hid  among  the  willows  for 
twenty  minutes  until  the  shower  had  passed  over. 
As  I  entered  the  water  for  another  trial  a  ray  of  sun- 
light struck  the  pool,  and  I  tried  placing  the  fly  out 
at  the  edge  of  the  swiff  water  and  allowing  the 
current  to  drift  it  down  to  the  lower  edge  of  the 
pool,  where  the  water  ran  over  a  smooth,  hard, 
sandy  bed,  just  before  it  foamed  again  over  a  ledge 
of  rocks  into  another  pool. 

Glancing  across  the  river,  I  saw  ]VIr.  Orr  playing  a 
trout,  and  as  it  appeared  to  be  a  big  fish,  I  gave  a 
shout  of  encouragement,  at  the  same  time  slapping 
the  Alexandra  fly  sharply  down  on  the  water  not 
10ft.  from  where  I  stood.  It  was  immediately 
struck  by  a  large  rainbow  trout  which  carried  the 
fly  several  inches  above  the  surface  of  the  stream  in 
a  wild  leap. 

At  first,  not  realising  that  this  fish  had  struck  at 
ray  fly,  I  was  astonished  at  its  leaping  so  near  to 
me  ;  but  a  second  leap,  further  out  in  the  stream, 
and  the  strain  on  the  line  quickly  convinced  me  that 
I  had  at  last  run  into  what  I  had  been  so  eagerly 
seeking — that  is,  trouble. 

It  is  a  fine  trick  this  coiling  of  a  few  yards  of  line 
in  the  left  hand,  for,  when  a  big  fish  makes  the  first 
swift  rush,  if  the  line  does  not  pay  out  easily,  the 
hook  may  tear  out  or  the  leader  part  from  the 
sudden  strain,  even  if  the  rod  is  not  broken.  Forty 
yard-)  of  line  is  all  too  short  with  which  to  check  the 
mad  plunges  of  a  5lb.  rainbow  trout,  and  as  each 
succeeding  run  took  out  more  line,  inside  of  the  fu-st 
ten  minutes  every  foot  of  line  was  out,  and  a  sight 


*  It  is  quite  clear  that  this  is  a  mistake  of  the 
American  printer,  which  must  have  made  Mr. 
Taylor  a  bit  mad.  In  the  opening  of  his  interesting 
account  Vie  says  the  rod  weighed  3^oz. — Ed.  F.O. 


of  my  fish,  clear  of  the  water,  near  midstream,  caused 
my  heart  to  sink.  But  a  sudden  whim  of  Mr.  Trout 
gave  me  a  chance,  for  he  came  directly  toward  the 
big  rock,  when  he  tried  frantically  to  saw  the  leader 
against  a  sharp  edge,  a  catastrophe  that  I  prevented 
by  giving  him  the  butt  of  the  rod.  This  was  only  a 
brief  respite,  for  away  he  went  again  to  the  lower 
end  of  the  pool,  breaking  water  in  grand  shape. 

The  sun  was  shining  brightly  by  this  time,  and  at 
each  leap  of  the  trout  I  gave  an  exultant  yell  to 
notify  Mr.  Orr  that  the  fight  was  still  on.  Whenever 
the  trout  would  work  out  of  the  still  water  the  swift 
current  would  carry  it  yards  down  stream,  when  up 
into  the  air  it  would  go  again,  then  make  a  rush  for 
that  big  rock.  Finally  my  beauty  sounded  in  the 
deepest  water  of  the  pool,  just  at  the  edge  of  the 
swift  water,  where  it  sulked  five  minutes. 

IJow  I  kept  the  rod  bent  upstream,  almost  against 
the  willows,  and  inch  by  inch,  in  an  agony  of  fear 
lest  something  should  break,  I  urged  this  fighting 
machine  nearer,  slowly,  yet  a  little  nearer,  and  my 
fish  was  at  the  very  surface  of  the  stream,  not  15ft. 
distant.  Every  move  of  its  tail  and  fins  was 
plainly  seen,  and  this  fine  trout  seemed  to  be  on  the 
verge  of  giving  up. 

At  this  moment  a  man  on  the  shore  shouted  at 
me.  In  my  excitement  the  coiled  line  slipped 
through  my  fingers,  and  before  I  could  anwer  the 
question  of  the  man  on  shore  my  trout  was  away 
down  in  the  lower  end  of  the  pool,  and  all  my  hard 
work  of  the  past  forty  minutes  appeared  to  have 
been  in  vain.  Often  I  have  fought  again  that  fight 
— the  last  five  minutes  of  fearful  suspense — surely 
the  hook  would  tear  out  or  the  leader  part.  As  my 
trout  gave  way  stubbornly,  ofttimes  giving  one  inch 
and  then  taking  a  yard,  I  reviewed  my  slender 
tackle,  the  rod  bending  so  fearfully  and  the  line  and 
leader  so  taut,  and  the  question  would  not  down : 
Will  the  hook  tear  out  ? 

Suddenly,  without  warning,  the  trout  circled, 
coming  near  to  my  legs,  and  I  fell  backward  into  a 
small  opening  among  the  willows  just  in  time  to 
prevent  it  from  swimming  between  my  legs.  This 
time  only  a  small  circle  was  travelled  by  my  fish, 
and  I  backed  up  among  the  willows,  slowly  and 
steadily  coaxing  the  big  fellow  into  the  small  bay, 
where  the  ^^'ater  overflowed  the  land,  and  gently, 
with  bated  breath,  turned  its  head  toward  the  land 
—wow  !  A  rush  like  lightning,  and  it  was  among 
the  willows,  in  the  shallow  water,  between  my  legs. 

With  a  swift,  desperate  scoop  I  threw  my  beauty 
up  into  the  tall  grass  and  dropped  upon  it — mine  ! 
No  moment  of  my  Ufe  among  these  peerless  fishes 
has  ever  equalled  the  triumph  of  this  one. 

Many  anglers  were  then  visiting  at  Phillips'  ranch, 
and  all  were  astounded  at  the  apparently  impossible 
feat  of  killing  such  a  big  rainbow  trout  in  such 
waters  with  such  a  toy  outfit.  •  This  little  "Kosmic" 
rod  is  certainly  a  marvel. 

If  you  would  be  a  thoroughbred  sportsman,  give 
any  game  fish  a  fighting  chance  for  Ufe,  and  extract 
all  the  pleasure  fly  fishing  affords  by  using  the 
lightest  tackle  possible. — American  Field. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  miLst  arrive  ly  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning^ 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Geneeal  Remabks. — The  river  has 
improved  with  the  rain,  and  good  sport  amongst 
roach  and  dace  should  now  he  had.  On  warm  days, 
on  wel  baited  swims,  I  have  no  doubt  that, 
although  it  is  late  in  the  year,  a  good  take  of  bream 
could  be  had.  On  Nov.  7  I  had  four  dozen  roach 
at  Kingston  and  three  bream.  But  the  fish  were 
not  specimens.  Still,  it  is  indicative  of  future 
sport.  The  fish  came  on  the  feed  directly  the 
water  was  coloured,  and  if  we  get  more  rain  the 
river  will  remain  in  fair  order  for  some  time.  The 
stream  is  still  slacic  and  the  water  low,  so  there  are 
no  eddies,  the  stream  being  so  steady  that  the  fish 
may  be  found  anywhere,  but  most  probably  at 
present  in  the  channel  or  sharp  scours.  Mr. 
Lansley,  of  the  K.P  S.,  has  had  301b.  of  good  roach 
below  Teddington  Lock,  and  other  anglers  have  been 
getting  better  sport.  The  river  is  coloured  enough 
for  bank  fishing  in  the  lower  reaches.  I  intend 
trying  Henley  shortly  for  pike.  That  section  of  the 
river  is  well  stocked  and  preserved  by  the  Henley 
Fisheries  and  Preservation  Association,  and  usually 
yields  good  sport  when  the  water  is  in  condition. 
This  association  has  done  excellent  work  in  the 
past  under  the  able  hon  secretaryship  of  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs,  who  is  ever  willing  to  advise  anglers 


as  to  the  condition  of  the  water  and  the  best  places 
to  fish.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in, 
the  welfare  of  the  river  and  in  the  sport  of  its 
patrons,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  those  who 
are  associated  with  him.  The  association  has 
gained  some  new  subscribers  this  season,  and  it 
,  should  be  well  supported.  Some  very  fine  young 
trout  are  to  be  placed  in  the  river  at  the  proper  time ; 
fresh  blood  in  the  way  of  coarse  fish  are  also  on 
order.  It  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  other  associa- 
tions on  the  Thames  do  not  carry  out  such  excellent 
work  as  the  one  under  notice,  but  nothing  in  the 
way  of  restocking  and  preservation  work  can  be 
accomplished  unless  enthusiastic  anglers  help  the 
honorary  officers  financially  and  in  other  ways. — 
'  r.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Bablock Hythe). — Duringthe  past  wee' 
sport  has  been  good.    Several  good  hags  of  roach 
and  perch  have  been   taken,  also   several  jack; 
three   rods  on   Nov.    6  took  five,  total  weight 
27iilb.— G.  E.  P. 

 (Henley). — At  last  the  prospects  for  anglers 

are  more  promising.  A  good  rain  has  fallen,  which 
has  put  some  colour  in  the  water,  and  there  is  a 
very  good  stream  running.  It  looked  on  Wednesday 
just  right  for  reaching,  fcut  there  was  a  gale  blowing 
and  anglers  had  to  seek  the  sheltered  swims.  Here 
and  there  some  small  lots  of  roach  have  been  killed 
during  the  past  week,  and  chub  up  to  3lb.  have 
been  caught.  One  or  two  small  pike  have  also  come 
to  the  net.  By  the  way,  the  chub  that  was  caught 
by  a  local  angler  last  week  and  reported  as  weighing 
sib.  should  have  Vjeen  .^Ib.  8oz. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Teddington    Weir)  — Roach    and  dace 

feeding  well,  also  few  bream.  Water  is  now  in 
splendid  order  after  the  rain.  Tides  are  good  all 
next  week.  Since  sending  this  morning  fNov.  9) 
punts  just  in  for  the  day.  Each  punt  got  from 
ten  to  twelve  dozen  good  roach  and  dace.  Water 
in  splendid  condition. — W.  McBride. 

  (Twickenham).  —  Wednesday  Night. — 

The  rains  have  coloured  the  river  slightly,  and  there 
is  a  bit  of  stream  running  now.  Fishing  should  be 
good  by  the  time  this  is  print.  Some  good  bagar 
have  been  taken,  but  nothing  special. — J.  Spong. 

  (Weybridge). — My  report  of  fishing  in  this 

locality  for  the  week  ending  !Nov^  9  is  as  foilows: — 
T.  Strudwick,  ten  dozen  roach  and  dace,  some  of 
the  former  going  nearly  lib.  each,  and  one  jack, 
with  Mr.  Gordon,  51b. ;  H.  Curr,  several  dozen  of 
the  same  fish  and  two  jack.  The  match  between 
Walton  and  Weybridge  lust  Thursday,  Nov.  3,  went 
in  favour  of  Walton,  only  two  prizes  being  taken, 
and  those  with  just  sizeable  fish.  They  fish  a  return 
match  in  punts  next  week  at  Weybridgs.  and  now 
there  is  a  good  push  of  water  on  with  the  rain  of 
this  week,  they  may  expect  to  get  better  sport  all 
round. — Ch.\s  A.  Sh.4.ylor. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — Since  my  last  report  wo 
have  had  some  rain  which  has  greatly  improved  the 
prospects  of  sport  and  risen  the  river  several  inches, 
so  by  the  latter  part  of  the  week  it  should  be  in 
splendid  condition  for  all-roimd  angling.  Lieutenant 
Keimard  and  brother  took  four  pike,  two  of  51b. 
each,  one  of  4pb.,  and  one  31b.  on  Nov.  4,  the 
only  rods  out  since  last  report. — M.  W.  Hayteb. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh).  —  Since  last 
report  an  improvement  in  anghng  has  been  ex- 
perienced. Weather  conditions  have  been  change- 
able, but  the  Cam  is  in  perfect  order ;  banks  clean, 
also  the  stream  after  another  flush  of  water.  Roach 
still  quiet  as  to  great  takes,  largest  fish  Jib.,  but 
a  nice  lot  of  bait  size,  which  are  useful  now.  The 
pike  some  days  have  given  slow  sport,  but  all 
through  the  week  several  have  been,  had,  largest 
fish  4lb.  Present  prospects  good. — John  O.  Geokge,j 
Beehe-road,  Cambridge.  1 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — It  was  now 
until  Nov.  9  that  the  flood  came,  and  as  there  isl 
every  prospect  of  the  rain  continuing,  there  will  not! 
be  many  fishing  days  before  the  close  of  the  seasoM 
on  the  14th  inst.  A  fair  number  of  salmon  was  seen! 
at  the  weirs.  Sea-trout  are  now  on  the  redds.  So' 
far  no  sign  of  disease  is  observable. — Black  Tom. 

E4en  (Carlisle). — -We  have  a  good  spate  at  last, 
which  will  no  doubt  stock  the  spawning  beds, 
but  it  has  come  too  late  to  give  much  sport  to  the 
anglers.  November  15  is  the  last  fishing  day,  and 
if  the  rain  would  stop  now  we  might  have  three  or 
four  days  of  it.  The  spring  fishing  was  remarkably 
good,  so  we  cannot  grumble  at  a  bad  autumn,  but 
it  has  been  a  great  disappointment  to  many.  The 
only  two  fish  I  have  heard  of  being  caught  within 
the  last  few  days  are  one  by  Mr.  S.  Stephenson 
below  Carlisle,  scaling  nearly  201b..  and  one  of  151b. 
by  Mr.  Pattison  in  the  Wetheral  Boat  Pool.  As  I 
write  (Nov.  9)  the  rain  is  coming  down  in  sheets, 
and  looks  like  lasting. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  angling  sea.son  upon  this 
river  closed  in  an  indifferent  manner,  the  continu 
ance  of  dry  weather  being  a  detrimental  factor  as 
regards  sport.  For  some  weeks  numbers  of  fish 
ha\'©  been  stationed  in  the  tideway,  being  unable  to 
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surmount  the  obstacles  at  Ruswarp,  and  in  some 
cases  many  have  been  placed  in  the  dam  by 
the  baihffs.  During  the  past  week  rain  has 
fallen  in  fair  volimie,  which  gives  promise  of  a 
substantial  rise  of  water,  sufficient  to  allow  the 
remaining  fish  to  pass  the  weir  and  proceed  to  the 
spawning  beds  up  river.  During  the  closing  days  of 
the  season,  Capt.  Wood  secured  two  salmon  of  181b. 
and  51b.,  Mr.  Keighley  one  salmon  of  31b.,  Dr. 
English  one  salmon  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Harland 
one  salmon  of  31b.  Generally  speaking  the  season 
has  been  a  poor  one.  Sea  angling  has  provided 
moderate  sport  recently. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  ana  CanaJ  (isx^teri. — Some  good  catches 
of  pike,  perch,  roach  and  big  eels  have  been  made 
in  the  main  river  at  Countess  Weir,  St.  David's, 
Cowley,  Exwick  and  district,  and  in  the  canal  near 
Turf,  Topsham  Locks  and  Limekilns  some  fair- 
sized  perch  were  caught,  as  well  as  large  eelsjand 
some  roach.  At  Exmouth  some  good  catches  have 
been  made,  notably  a  conger  39ilb.  and  a  poUack 
121b.  ;  bass,  mullet,  and  smelt  have  also  been 
plentiful  at  Exmouth  Pier  and  docks,  Mr.  R. 
3Iostyn  being  to  the  fore  in  the  bass  and  pollack, 
while  3Iessrs.  Popkin,  White,  Perry,  Worthy, 
^^"hiteman,  Duchseherer,  Beck  and  others  have 
also  done  well. — Red  Palmeh. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy). — There  have 
been  a  few  nice  takes  of  chub  and  pike  during  the 
last  few  days,  largest  chub  scaled  4pb.  We  are 
much  in  need  of  a  good  rain  to  thicken  and  freshen 
the  water.  During  the  last  forty-eight  hours  some 
rain  has  fallen,  but  scarcely  enough  to  improve 
matters  much ;  there  is  a  prospect  of  more 
coming  shortly,  and  a  general  improvement  may  be 
confidently  expected.  The  weeds  are  fast  dis- 
appearing. KiNGFISHEK. 

lioa  and  Trrbntariea. — The  Lea,  Beane,  Stort, 
and  Rib  have  all  besn  refreshed  by  the  rains,  but  a 
further  downpour  is  wanted  to  bring  about  a  good 
run  of  land  water,  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
scouring  out  the  stream.  Doubtless  roach  fishing 
will  now  improve,  though  much  will  depend  on  the 
weather — at  present  none  too  promising  for  the 
week-end.  The  high  winds  this  week  have  made 
roach  fishing  almost  a  farce.  A  nice  pike,  scaling 
9lb.  6oz.,  was  early  in  the  week  taken  by  Mr.  S. 
Dillew  at  St.  Margaret's,  and  in  the  broad  water  here 
another  angler  has  met  with  several  tench,  reported 
to  scale  about  31b.  each.  Dace  ought  to  feed  better 
now  in  the  Beane  and  Rib,  and  when  sunny  weather 
again  prevails,  the  angler  should  try  the  fly. — 
IzAAK  Waltox. 

Lowestoft  (Oiilton  Broad  and  Dittxict). — 
Owing  to  the  rough  weather  few  people  have  been 
out  since  Saturday.  The  best  reports  of  pike  are 
as  follows:  Mr.  Matthews,  out  with  J.  Gooch,  eight 
pike,  five  going  61b.,  rest  smaller;  Mr.  Eastaugh, 
three  fish  of  about  51b.  each  ;  R.  Artiss  and  patron, 
one  fish  of  61b.  Roach  are  in  fine  condition  now, 
and  give  good  sport,  and  perch  are  also  to  be  had 
in  fair  numbers. — H.  L.  F. 

IsXigg  and  Arrow  (Xt6ominat»T). — -Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  slow,  and  badlj^ 
want  a  good  flush  of  water.  They  are  in  fair  order 
for  fishing.  The  grayling  have  been  rising  fairly 
well  at  midday  at  the  midges,  and  several  anglers 
have  been  out,  using  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Silver  Dun, 
and  Wickham,  and  some  fair-sized  fish  have  been 
landed.  Grasshopper  fishing  has  been  tried,  sink 
and  draw,  and  fair  sport  resulted.  There  will  be 
no  good  sport  until  there  is  more  water  in  the 
rivers. — Gwynne. 

None  (Peterborongli). — The  exceptionally  fine 
pike-fishing  for  the  past  week  or  two  has  stopped 
for  the  present,  but  up  to  Nov.  5  there  was  good 
sport,  one  of  our  Peterborough  anglers  having 
secured  a  score,  from  21b.  to  6lb.  weight.  A 
splendid  pike,  weighing  18lb.,  has  been  captured  by 
Mr.  E.  B.  Ludlow  in  the  river  at  Oundle. — E.  A.  S. 

Onse  (Hnutingdon).  — •  Notwithstanding  the 
showery  weather  that  now  prevails,  the  water  is 
exceedingly  clear,  and  fish  of  all  kinds  are  "  dead 
off."  A  very  heavy  rain  would,  in  my  opinion, 
much  improve  matters. — Chas.  A.  Bry.\nt. 

Bflvern  Vyrnwy,  Tanat  and  Cain  (XtlanTm'<T- 
Bech). — Thoro  was  quite  a  change  for  the  better  in 
the  weather  from  ThursJay  in  last  week  and  which 
continued  up  to  Monday.  Sharp  frosty  nights 
were  8uccoede<l  by  bright  sunshine  during  the  day, 
,  and  which  very  favourable  state  of  affairs  was  taken 
advantage  of  to  the  utmost  by  the  anglers  resident 
in  this  neighbourhood,  and  some  very  nice  grayling 
cap'tured,  but  none  much  above  the  average  size. 
Coarse  fishermen  also  did  well  during  these  favour- 
able 8urroundings,'and  it  was  fortunate  for  them,  as 
on  Monday  a  complete  change  came  over  the  state 
of  affairs.  The  wind  early  that  morning  commenced 
to  blow  a  gale,  which  up  to  the  time  of  writing — 
Wednesday  night — .shows  no  signs  of  abating,  and 
as  the  wind  in  in  tlie  south-west  and  heavy  showers 
of  rain  very  frequent,  fears  are  entertained  of  a 
flood. — VYBNwy. 


Stour  (Bures.  SnfTolk).— Sport  has  been  better 
during  the  last  few  days,  especially  among  the  jack. 
Several  anglers  have  been  out,  and  bags  of  five  or 
six  fish  per  rod  have  been  captured,  but  nothing 
large,  the  heaviest  I  have  seen  weighing  7lb.  Roach 
and  perch  angling  has  also  improved,  but  bags  ere 
not  heavy.  We  have  had  some  rain  during  the 
present  week,  which  will  no  doubt  improve  the 
fishing,  but  we  have  not  had  enough  to  colour  the 
water.  Live  bait  for  jack,  and  gentles  or  paste  for 
roach  are  the  best  baits. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Teme  'Iiudiow) — The  rain  has  not  altered  the 
state  of  the  river,  and  more  is  wanted  before  sport 
will  be  good.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  of  late,  and  grayling  have  been  sporting  during 
the  day.  There  has  been  some  fair  sport  had  at 
midday  with  Whirling  Blue,  Red  Tag,  Willow,  and 
Green  Insect.  Maggot  fishing  has  been  successful 
amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  and  several  nice 
grayling  have  been  landed.  Grasshopper  fishing 
(sink  and  draw)  has  been  tried  with  good  results, 
and  large  fish  landed.  On  Nov.  5,  six  grayling  were 
landed  with  maggot  below  Ashford.  Under  the 
Castle  good  coarse  fish  are  taken  with  maggot. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

  Tenbury. — The  water   in  this  district  is 

running  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  stormy  the  last  few  days, 
and  some  rain  has  been  had ;  but  it  has  made  no 
difference  to  the  water,  and  a  good  fall  is  required 
to  stir  the  fish  up.  Angling  this  week  has  not  been 
brisk.  A  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  have  tried 
fly  and  grasshopper,  and  some  fair-sized  grayling 
have  been  landed.  With  more  water  in  the  river 
sport  should  improve  for  fly  fishing. — -Worcestee. 

Torcross  Iiey. — Water  in  splendid  condition  for 
spinning.  Anglers  very  scarce  and  fish  plentiful. 
Only  one  boat  on  the  water  two  days  for  the  last 
fortnight.  One  day  Mr.  PhiUips,  spinning,  had 
nine  runs  and  landed  six  pike,  the  largest  scaling 
7^1b.  On  Nov.  8,  Mr.  Boote,  in  three  and  a  half 
hours'  spinning,  had  seven  runs  and  landed  four 
pike,  the  two  largest  scaling  121b. — W.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sontiii,  and  Neiffiiboni  ing 
Rivers. — I  have  not  much  to  report  in  angling 
matters,  very  few  anglers  having  thought  it  worth 
while  to  try  the  grayling  in  the  low,  clear  state  cf 
the  water  which  prevailed  until  Nov.  7.  On  that 
day  we  had  a  real  good  soaking  rain  the  whole  of 
the  day  and  again  on  Wednesday,  so  that  the 
chances  of  improvement  in  the  way  of  sport  are 
now  practically  assured,  even  though  we  should 
have  no  more  rain  for  a  few  days.  I  expect  to 
have  something  better  to  report  next  week.  There 
has  been  a  little  done  amongst  the  pike  I  hear,  but 
matters  all  round  will  doubtless  improve  as  the 
result  of  the  rain. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger  -  street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge).  —  The 
salmon  season  closed  here  on  Nov.  1.  It  was  a 
very  poor  season  for  the  upper  waters,  there  being 
no  water  for  the  fish  to  run  up  until  about  the  last 
fortnight  of  the  season  ;  then  there  were  only  few 
salmon  up,  majority  were  sea-trout,  from  41b.  to 
111b.  During  the  last  fortnight  some  good  sport 
was  had  at  Brecon  with  fly  and  prawn,  Mr.  Samuel 
(professional)  being  the  most  successful.  The  rivers 
here,  at  present,  are  full  of  salmon. — Pontsenny. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St. 
James). — There  has  been  some  capital  pike-fishing 
here  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  Charity  having 
landed  seventeen,  Mr.  Kilburn  three,  Mr.  Henfrey 
five,  and  Mr.  Saunders  one,  besides  61b.  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  Quanbury  also  caught  a  good  basket  of  roach. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (DerbyaMrel. — Sport  on  the 
above  rivers  has  only  been  very  moderate  during  the 
past  week,  especially  with  the  fly,  two  and  three 
brace  being  the  best  catches  that  I  hear  of 
from  either  stream.  The  fly-flshing  season  is  fast 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  heavy  rain  we  had 
last  night  and  to-day  (Wednesday,  Nov.  9)  has 
caused  these  rivers  to  be  almost  bankful,  so  that 
it  will  be  Saturday,  Nov.  12,  or  Monday,  Nov.  14, 
before  it  will  be  in  trim  for  the  *  fly.  Worm  and 
maggot  will  be  more  killing  than  the  fly  where 
they  are  permitted.  U.seful  dies  :  Dark  Ash  Dun, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Needle  Fly,  Red  Tag,  Furnace  Fly, 
and  Grey  Palmer. — DottiiBel. 

X'oro.  Swaie,  Wharfe  ntidA,  Derwent.  Ouae. 
etc.  (Yorks),  —  Rain  fell  heavi'y  on  Nov.  8 
and  9  ;  consaquently  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are 


Trout,  Sea-Tkout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  ill  the  kinKdora.  Special  attention  given  to  (lies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  .3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  7511).  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  Hrst  quality, 
9d.  each.— .T.  E.  Millkk,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Fiscator,  Leeda." 


now  running  bankful  at  the  time  of  sending  this 
report.  Grayling  fishing  has  been  somewhat  slow. 
Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Yore,  but  now  the  freshet  has  come,  one 
can  look  for  better  sport,  and  when  the  water 
does  fine  down,  the  Dark  Needle  and  a  very 
small  Black  Midge  will  ki.l  better  than  any  of 
the  fancy  flies.  The  Cover  is  fishing  pretty  well 
now,  several  anglers  have  done  fairly  well  this  last 
day  or  two.  Lp  to  Saturday,  Nov.  5,  some  very 
nice  sport  had  been  met  with  in  the  di8tii;ts  of 
Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Bipon.  The  Wha  fe  has 
been  in  fair  trim  du'  ing  the  last  few  days,  some  nice 
panniers  of  grayling  have  been  caught  at  Burnsill, 
llkley,  and  Collingham.  At  Boston  Spa  some  nice 
grayling  were  caught  with  swimming  the  maggot. 
On  Nov.  5  Mr.  J.  P.  Gresham  had  a  nice  basket  of 
grayling.  In  the  lower  reaches  at  Tadcaster,  Ulle- 
skelf,  and  Ryther  the  pike  have  been  moving  about, 
and  some  very  nice  fish  landed  with  live  baiting, 
the  heaviest  being  one  of  101b.  5^oz.  caught  by  Mr. 
A.  Co  ley.  The  coarse  fishing  has  been  rather  quiet,  but 
now  the  fresh  has  come  matters  should  improve.  The 
Swale  is  now  running  bankful ;  good  baskets  of  gray- 
ling have  been'caught  at  CatterickBridge  and  Easeby. 
The  Nidd  is  in  better  trim,  in  the  district  of  Ribs- 
ton  and  Walshford  Bridge  sport  has  been  fair. 
Best  flies  when  the  water  fines  are  MiUer's  Dark 
Needle,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Waterhen  Bloa, 
and  Snipe  and  Purple. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.  — On  all  hands  it  has 

been  acknowledged  that  the  season  which  has  just 
closed,  without  being  the  worst  on  record,  tapered 
off  considerably  when  the  back-end  salmon  fishing 
came  on  owing  to  the  fine  weather  and  the  absence 
of  rain  throughout  a  magnificent  summer,  almost 
without  parallel  in  the  recollection  of  the  most 
antiquated  native  extant  in  these  districts  of  prolific 
wet  summers.  An  agitation  is  now  on  foot  to  have 
the  season  extended  to  Nov.  15,  the  same  as  the 
Annan  river,  and  why  should  it  not  ?  The  Eden, 
the  Annan,  the  Nith,  and  the  Border  Esk  all  flow 
into  the  Solway  Firth,  but  the  last-named  closes  a 
fortnight  before  all  the  others,  for  no  eartlily  reason 
whatsoever.  There  is  also  a  feeling  prevalent,  both 
amongst  local  anglers  and  visitors,  that  there  ought 
to  be  an  extension  of  the  bait  fishing  season  beyond 
Sept.  15,  which  is  the  present  limit.  There  were 
some  snatches  of  sport  during  the  last  few  days  of 
the  season  consequent  upon  the  slight  alteration  in 
the  weather  conditions,  and  as  a  great  many  anglers 
stayed  in  Langholm  and  Canonbie  till  the  angling 
closed  principally  to  enjoy  the  lovely  scenery,  they 
left  these  charming  districts  with  regret,  as  numbers 
would  gladly  have  stayed  till  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber. With  regard  to  the  extension  of  bait  fishing 
I  willingly  admit  that  fly  fishing  reaches  the  topmost 
pinnacle  of  the  angler's  art.  But  then  the  most 
frequent  floods  take  place  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
during  the  autumn — that  is,  in  a  wet  summer — and 
when  a  flood  comes  down  of  the  bank  and  brae 
sweeping  order  of  spates,  why,  for  the  best  part  of 
a  week  fly  fishing  is  impossible. — Gilnockie. 

North  oi  tiootland.  —  The  weather  is  now 
changed,  and  a  much  more  wintry  tone  prevails, 
but  as  yet  the  rivers  are  as  small  as  ever  and  any- 
thing but  favourable  to  the  spawning  season.  The 
fish  are  taking  to  the  redds  in  the  far  inland  reaches, 
but  on  the  middle  and  lower  waters  there  are  com- 
paratively no  fish  to  spawn.  On  the  closing  days 
of  the  season,  Mr.  H.  Riviere,  lessee  of  the  Park 
Dee  water,  creeled  three  fish  of  181b.,  201b.,  and  231b. 
respectively.  This  was  an  average  week's  fishing 
where  thirty  wou  Idnothavebeenabig  take  in  an  ordi- 
nary season.  On  the  Drum  water,  Mr.  John  Bond  had 
a  fine  flsh  of  IGJlb.  on  the  closing  day,  and  Mr. 
Irvine,  his  host,  another  of  15  Jib.  On  Dr.  Stewart's 
Hydropathic  water,  Mr.  G.  iVI.  Mackay,  Aberdeen, 
had  a  saa-trout  of  21b.  The  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board  have  resolved  to  suspend  payment  of  their 
annual  subscription  of  sixty  guineas  to  the  Dee 
Improvement  Association  until  some  of  the  upper 
proprietors  are  more  liberal  in  their  subscriptions 
according  to  their  enlianced  rent  rolls.  Don. — The 
disease  is  still  as  prevalent  as  ever,  and  not  a  single 
fish  is  getting  over  the  dykes  on  account  of  the  low 
state  of  the  water.  Disease  has  also  broken  out 
on  the  North  and  South  Esks,  and  the  spawning 
season  there  is  likely  to  be  a  very  late  one.  A  large 
shark  was  landed  at  the  Aberdeen  Fish  Market  on 
Monday  morning,  which  had  been  taken  in  a  trawl- 
net  in  the  North  Sea.  It  measured  14ft.  long,  9ft. 
in  girth,  and  weighed  about  1 J  tons.  It  was  sold  for 
10s.  6d.  to  the  Aberdeen  Manure  Company. — G.  M. 

Sontb  of  Scotland. — As  only  a  few  remaining 
days  are  now  available  for  rod-fishing  on  the  Border 
rivers,  the  Annan  and  Nith,  anglers  have  been  busy 
trying  to  make  their  back-end  not  exactly  an  entire 
blank.  There  has,  however,  been  much  disappoint- 
ment during  the  past  week  on  both  rivers,  and  it 
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looks  as  if  tlie  poor  salmon-fishing  will  continue 
to  the  end.  There  is  just  one  little  flicker  of 
hope.  A  big  flood  prevails  to-day  (Wednesday), 
which  may  bring  on  a  run  of  salmon  to-night. 
Heavy  rain  fell  over  Annandale  and  Nithsdale 
last  night,  and  this  morning  both  rivers  are 
bankful.  Yesterday  morning  the  first  snow 
fell,  and  at  daylight  the  higher  hills  had  the 
appearance  of  midwinter.  The  rain,  however, 
quickly  melted  the  snow  which  caused  the  waters 
to  become  milky  white  colour  and  bad  for  sport. 
Very  few  fish  were  showing  in  any  of  the  reaches, 
and  sport  was  poor  on  every  stretch  of  both  the 
Annan  and  Nith.  Up  till  yesterday  the  pools  were 
as  low  as  mid-summer,  and  the  fly  seemed  useless 
in  the  clear  waters.  Several  anglers  that  were  out 
all  day  did  not  see  above  two  or  three  fish 
move  in  some  of  the  best  pools,  and  so  far 
as  I  hear  not  a  single  one  was  caught.  Dtiring 
the  present  back-end  spinning  has  been  much 
tried  on  some  of  the  reaches,  but  the  fly  has 
been  the  best  lure,  and  has  accounted  for  the 
majority  of  the  salmon  landed.  The  Annan. — 
Angling  in  the  middle  reaches  on  Thursday  Mr. 
H.  A.  Kirk,  a  guest  at  Milkbank,  had  a  good  salmon 
of  17lb.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  a  fish  of 
about  201b.  was  reported  as  having  been  landed. 
The  Castle  water  of  Hoddom  has  been  reserved 
during  the  past  eight  days  for  the  guests  at  the 
Castle  and  Mr.  Brooks'  friends.  Another  salmon 
was  taken  in  the  upper  waters  with  worm  bait. 
Fishing  in  the  tidal  reaches  on  Friday,  Nov.  4, 
Mr.  Whittle,  Burnley,  Lanes,  had  four  herling  with 
fly.  The  Nith. — The  back-end  is  finishing  up  most 
disappointingly  on  all  the  different  beats  of  this 
river.  Lower  down  the  river,  Mr.  J.  C.  Martin,  of 
Netherwood,  killed  a  clean  run  salmon  of  14lb.  out 
of  the  Forresthead  Pool  of  the  Blackwood  portion. 
Some  fish  were  showing  in  the  Friar's  Curse  water 
below  Auldgirth  Bridge.  This  portion  has  afforded 
very  little  sport  during  the  autumn.  Angling  closes 
on  the  Nith  and  its  tributaries  on  Nov.  14,  and  the 
Annan  on  the  following  evening.  Both  of  these 
rivers  are  much  later  in  getting  their  autumn  salmon 
than  the  Border  Esk.  During  September  and 
October  while  salmon  were  being  taken  in  the  Esk 
.scarcely  a  salmon  had  ascended  either  the  Nith  or 
the  Annan.  Before  the  closing  day  on  the  Tarff  of 
the  Dee  of  Galloway,  a  lady  landed  a  clean  run 
salmon  out  of  a  pool  near  to  Kirkcowan. — Heather- 
bell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  rivers  are  lower  than  ever  owing  to  the  absence 
of  a  flood  all  through  the  summer  and  autumn. 
There  are  a  good  few  fish  in  the  pools,  and  fresh 
ones  are   to    be  seen  occasionally  making  their 
way  over  the  shallows,  but  the  conditions  during 
the  past   week  have   been   distinctly  unfavour- 
able,   and     the    captures    correspondingly  few. 
Makeestoun  Water. — On  Nov.  4,  Mr.  McCulloch 
had  one  grilse  of  71b.,  and  on  Nov.  5  one  salmon  of 
I61b.     Maxton  and   Dryburgh. — On  Oct.  28, 
Major  C.  M.  Johnstone  at  Maxton  had  one  grilse  of 
71b.  ;  on  Oct.  31  one  of  7lb.  at  Dryburgh;  and  on 
Nov.  3  one  of  8^1b.  on  the  same  stretch.  Bolside. 
— On  Oct.  31  Col.  Da  vies  had  one  salmon  of  121b. 
On  Nov.  1  Capt.  Dennistain  one  sea-trout  of  2^1b. 
On  Nov.  2  Colonel  R.  Drummond  Hay  had  three 
salmon,  15ilb.,  171b.,  and  18Jlb.  ;  Colonel  Davies  a 
sea-trout  of  21b.    On  Nov.  3  Major  Corry  had  one 
salmon  of  141b.    On  Nov.  4  Colonel  R.  Drummond 
Hay  one  of  121b.    Floors  Lower. — On  Oct.  26 
Lord  George  Scott  had  one  salmon  of  101b.  On 
Nov.  3  Lord  Wolverton  one  grilse  of  71b.  On  Nov.  4 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  one  salmon 
of  261b. ;  and  on  Nov.  8,  one  of  151b.  Hendersyde. 
—On  Oct.  27,  Mrs.  Barnwell  Elliot  killed  two  salmon 
and  one  grilss,  weighing  15ilb.,  ll^lb.,  and  71b. 
respectively.    On  Oct.  28,  Mr."T.  Pringle,  two,  161b. 
and  121b.    On  Oct.  29,  Sir  Richard  VValdie  Griffith, 
one  of   171b.     On  Nov.   2,  Lady  Dalkeith,  one 
salmon,  161b. ;  and  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  one  of  13. b. 
On    Nov.     3,    Sir     Richard     Waldi?  Giiffith, 
one  of   171b.     On  Nov.  4,  Mr.  T.  Pring!e,  two 
salmon,  171b.  and  161b.     On  Nov.  7  Sir  Richard 
Waldie  Griflith,  four,  171b.,  141b.,  13|lb.,  and  91b. 
CoBNHiLL. — On  Nov.  1  Mr.  J.  Fulton,  one  grilse  of 
31b.    On  Nov.  2,  Mr.  J.  Fulton,  two  salmon,  301b. 
and  201b.,  and  one  grilse  of  6lb.    On  Nov.  3  Mr. 
J.  Fulton,  two  salmon,  181b.  and  171b.    Twizell. — 
On   Oct.    26,    Mr.    Kinnear    had    one    grilse  of 
4lb.  ;     Sir    Edward    Grey,    one    grilse    of  4lb., 
and  Mr.  Miller  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  15lb.  On 
Oct.  27  Dr.  Taylor  hadone  grilse  of  5lb.    On  Oct.  28 
he  caught  two  grilse  71b.  and  5lb.     On  Oct.  29  one 
of  411b.,  and  on  Oct.  31  he  had  two,  81b.  and  4lb. 
On  Nov.  9,  the  change  of  weather  which  has  set  in 
to-day  has  improved  the  angler's  prospects.  A 
good  deal  of  snow  foil  on  Monday  followed  by 
rain  on  Tuesday  night,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  rivers  rose  to  nearly  three  feet.     Angling  is 
suspended  in  the  meantime,  and  still  raining. — 
Maxwheel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahincli  Fishery  (Oalway). — The  total 
number  of  fish  taken  by  anglers  on  these  waters 
was  125  salmon  and  4284  sea- trout. — Jock  Scott. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  are  all 
in  spate  owing  to  the  heavy  rains.  Salmon  are 
running  up  the  Crossgar,  Moneycaragh,  and  other 
Down  rivers  in  fair  numbers,  and  the  Lough  Noagh 
tributaries  are  well  tenanted,  the  Maine  particularly. 
A  heavy  north-wester  has  blown  since  Nov.  8, 
making  pike  fishing  impossible. — J.  A.  B. 

Blaokwater  (co.  Tyrone). — The  season  which 
has  just  closed  on  the  Blackwater  was  a  rather 
indifferent  one.  A  bad  spring  trouting  period  was 
followed  by  a  long  spell  of  dry  and  unfavourable 
weather.  In  June  a  big  run  of  salmon  occurred 
and  few  were  killed.  A  few  were  taken  in  August. 
In  the  closing  days  several  salmon  were  caught 
about  Benburb — all  fresh  run  harvesters.  The 
reaches  around  Benburb  are  swarming  with  lake 
trout,  and  these  are  as  bad  on  the  small  trout  as 
pike.  Two  bailiffs  have  been  put  on  the  river  to 
watch  the  spawning  grounds  up  to  the  end  of 
January.  Unfortunately,  wholesale  poaching  is 
going  on  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  so  that  com- 
paratively few  salmon  are  getting  up  from  the 
lough.  In  the  closing  days  Mr.  John  Mills  killed 
three  lake  trout,  131b.,  14lb.,  and  91b.  respectively. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — All  the 

Waterville  waters  are  in  a  very  flooded  state,  and 
salmon  and  sea-trout  are  going  up  in  good  numbers 
to  the  spawning  grounds.  Water-bailiffs  have  been 
appointed  to  look  after  the  spawning  rivers,  ad- 
ditional protection  being  afforded  this  year.  Mr. 
R.  O.  Sloane,  the  Clerk  and  Inspector  of  the  local 
Fishery  Conservators,  is  very  energetic  in  seeing 
that  those  bailiffs  do  their  duty  properly.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  recently,  the  following  were 
elected  Conservators  for  the  ensuing  three  years  : — 
Messrs.  T.  Galvin,  W.  McElligott,  A.  J.  Hughes,  A. 
Sunderland,  D.  Herbert,  J.  H.  Bona,  W.  J.  Le.slie, 
E.  Fitzgerald,  and  M.  B.  O'Connor.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Bnrnham-on-Crouch.— Sport  here  by  angling 
has  been  very  poor  during  the  past  week.  A  friend 
and  myself  out  in  the  afternoon  of  Nov.  6,  fishing 
off  the  bar,  caught  eighteen  fish,  dabs,  pout,  and 
whiting.  On  Nov.  6,  Messrs.  Elsmore,  Cox,  and 
Martin,  of  the  West  London  A.S.,  went  out  at  noon 
with  J.  Hawkes  and  myself  in  the  Coronation,  but 
our  combined  take  was  only  ten  fish.  On  the  same 
day  Mr.  Aubert  and  friend,  out  with  Cooper  in  the 
Volunteer,  had  a  few  good  whiting,  pout,  and  dabs 
from  the  ferry  hole.  The  tides  will  not  be  suitable 
for  the  anglers  who  intend  coming  down  on  Nov.  13, 
but  those  who  come  down  on  the  12th  and  get  out 
early  next  morning  may  have  fairly  good  sport  for 
a  few  hours.  The  netsmen  are  catching  sprats, 
herring,  codling,  whitiner,  pout,  and  dabs,  with  a 
few  soles  and  slips. — J.  Wright. 

Deal. — The  week-end  brought  down  a  large  con- 
tingent of  angling  gentlemen,  and  weather  and 
water  were  in  fine  condition,  and  decent  sport  was 
obtained.  Nov.  7,  strong  breeze  S.W.  Not  many 
boats  out  and  sport  rather  slack.  Nov.  8  and  9. — 
Gale,  which  has  thickened  the  water,  and  several 
boats  put  out  lor  herrings  and  returned  with  a  few 
hundred.  When  this  rough  weather  quiets  down  in 
all  probability  we  shall  see  grand  sport.  It  is 
particularly  requested  that  members  taking  part  in 
the  forthcoming  British  Sea  Anglers'  Boat  com- 
petition to  avoid  unpleasantness  will  not  drive  off 
too  late  to  apply  for'  boats. — Edward  H.anger 
(B.S.A.S.). 

 ■  (tne  Pier). — Though  the  long  wished  for 

breeze  has  arrived  in  strong  force,  it  has  caused  but 
Lttle  improvement  to  pier  fishing,  and  scarcely  any 
whiting  have  been  in  evidence  throughout  the  pie- 
vailing  spring  tides.  Podack  have  been  taken  in 
very  small  number,  though  tempting  bait  has  daily 
been  offered  them  by  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Philp,  Mr. 
Wolff,  and  several  other  highly  skilled  anglers. 
Tho  e  few  who  have  braved  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  at  night  have  been  rewarded  with  good 
catches  of  small  codling  and  pouting,  with  an 
occasional  conger  or  flatfish,  and  the  num- 
ber of  small  edible  ci'abs  brought  up  daily  and 
duly  returned  to  their  native  element  probably 
creates  a  local  record.  Mr.  Waddell  made  a  heavy 
bag  of  codling  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  but  several 
fellow  anglers  caught  but  few.  The  fishing  oh 
Saturday,  Nov.  5,  was  poor  throughout  the  day, 
but  in  the  evening  some  codling  and  very  large 
pouting  were  taken,  one  of  tho  latter  species  weigliing 
l^lb.  Mrs.  and  Miss  Wolff,  Mrs.  Dryden,  Misa  Mus- 
sared,  and  Messrs.  F.  S.  Eldridge,  F.  Eldridge, 
GulfUmith,  Glen,  Akehurst,  Lynch,  and  Banks  fished 
lor  tho  greater  part  of  the  day  on  the  Cth,  and  did 
little  by  daylight,  but  at  niglit  spoit  proved  very 


good,  and  the  ladies  were  especially  fortunate  in 
capturing  codling,  Mr.  Wolff'  also  making  a  good 
mixed  bag,  including  one  sole.  On  Nov.  7  Major 
Seymour,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toulson,  Mr.  Brooks,  Master 
Smith,  Master,  Everett,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Hards,  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Brooks,  Miss  La  Thangue,  Mr.  Aitchison, 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Wolff  and  Mr.  Kemp  tempted  sport 
through  heavy  wind  and  driving  rain,  but  the  day's 
result  was  far  from  satisfactory.  Additional  anglers 
on  Nov.  8  included  Mr.  Titmus,  Mr.  C.  Smith,  Mr. 
Hawkes,  Mr.  Banks,  Mr.  Welch,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirkham,  Mr.  P.  Toulson,  Mr.  Sherlock,  Mrs.  Philp, 
Mr.  Cameron,  Mrs.  Yates,  Mr.Larkman,  Mr. Curtis,  Mr. 
Pratt,  Mr.  Critchett,  Mr.  Griffin,  Mr.  Seal,  Mr.  Clark,' 
Mrs.  Dodd,  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Kerr,  Mr.  Wil.iamson, 
Mr.  Smyth,  and  Mr.  Lacey,  and  fair  numbers  of  fish 
came  to  hand  during  the  day,  though  whiting  were 
few  and  far  between.  Mr.  Percy  Barem  was  more 
fortunate  than  most  of  his  brother  angles,  and  left 
the  pier  with  a  very  nice  catch  of  codling  and 
whiting.  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Harvey,  and  Mr.  Webber 
joined  the  pier  ranks  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  9,  and 
some  good  catches  of  codling  and  pouting  were 
again  made,  but  only  two  or  three  whiting  were 
caught.  Mr.  Banks  included  a  conger  of  3^1b.  in 
his  morning's  catch.  The  wind  has  somewhat  abated 
this  evening,  the  water  is  in  splendid  colour,  and  all 
are  looking  forward  to  greatly  improved  sport. — 
J.  Richard.son  (B.S.A.S.). 

Lowestoft. — Bough  weather  during  the  past  few 
days  has  put  a  considerable  check  on  fishing  from 
both  pier  and  boats.    Still  several  good  catches 
have  been  made,  and,  generally  speaking,  anglers 
have  no  cause  for  dissatisfaction.    Boatman  Stocks 
with  patron,  had  anieecodof  IGJlb.,  besides  several 
score  of  whiting  on  Nov.  6.    Messrs.  Haws  and 
Page  had  several  cod  and  scores  of  whiting  during 
the   week   from  their  boat,  and,  so  far   as  the 
Cliremont  Pier  is  concerned,  good  catches  have 
been  the  rule.    On  Monday  (Nov.    7)  Mr.  Cole- 
man, of  Pakefield,  fishing  from  the  beach,  had 
a   nice    conger   of    lOJlb.,    which    gave  about 
fifteen  minutes'  good  sport.    In  ideal  fishermen's 
weather,  and  with  everything  in  their  favour,  the 
return  match  between  the  Lowestoft  and  Yarmouth 
Angling  Societies  for  the  handsome  cup  given  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Nightingale,  managing  director  of  the 
Britannia  Pier  Company,  took  place  on  the  Ciare- 
mont  Pier  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  2.    There  were 
twenty   anglers   on   each   side.      Sport  was  far 
better    than    on    the    previous    occasion,  over 
2201b.  of  fish  being  taken,  including  a  codling, 
by  one  of  the  Yarmouth  representatives,  which 
weighed  71b.  \\\oz.     Mr.  G.  F.  Robson  (manager 
of  the  Claremont  Pier)  watched  the  interests  of  the 
Lowestoft  competitors,  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Atkins  repre- 
sented the  Yarmouth  men.    Fish  were  being  taken 
at  pretty  regular  intervals,  and  the  weighing  in, 
which  took  place  at  five  o'clock,  revealed  some 
interesting  facts.     The  Yarmouth  team  took  273 
fish,  which  weighed  1171b.  IJoz.,  while  the  Lowe 
toftians  landed  257,  which  scaled  1031b.  4^z.  At 
Yarmouth  the  figures  were : — Yarmouth  96  fisli, 
^llb.     Oioz.  ;     Lowestoft,   109   fish,   44lb.  Iol. 
As    the    totals    counted,    Yarmouth    won,  the 
result  being: — Yarmouth,  369  fish,  1481b.   IJoz.  ; 
Lowestoft,  366  fish,  1471b.   lljoz.     The  highest 
catches  on  each  side  were : — Yarmouth,  Mr.  Pears, 
121b.  14oz.,  Mr.  Sweet,  111b.  6|oz.,  and  Mr.  Church 
101b.  9oz.  Lowestoft :  Mr.  A.  G.  Emms  121b.  13ioz., 
Mr.  Greer  101b.   l|oz.,  Mr.  Cattermole  91b.  loi. 
After  the  match  the   competitors  adjourned  to 
the    Imperial    Hotel,    where    reciprocating  the 
kindness    shown  them  at    Yarmouth,  Lowestoft 
entertained    the  visitors    to   a  substantial  tea, 
sarved  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Maas.    At  the  conclusion,  Mr. 
A.  G.  Emms,  who  presided,  heartily  congratulated 
the  Yarmouth  team  upon  winning  such  a  valuable 
trophy,  and  expressed  his  regret  that  his  side  had 
had  such  hard  luck  as  to  lose  by  so  littls  a  weight. 
In  reply.  Captain  Greystone  thanked  the  society  for  , 
the  kindness  which  had  been  shown  him  and  his 
men,  and  trusted  that  the  teims  would  meet  many 
times  in  the  future.    Other  short  speeches  followed.  , 
The  preliminary  matches  for  the  Jackson-Scott  Cup 
were  duly  fished  off  on  Nov.  3  and  5,  the  catcher  in 
the  first  match  being  exceptional,  whilst  those  of 
No  V.  5  were  only  normal ,  the  d  iff  erenee  being  ac  counted 
for  by  the  tide  being  more  favourable  on  Nov.  3.  Tiie 
final  will  be  fished  on  Nov.  15,  and  as  the  tides  are 
right  good  bags  should  be  made,  and  the  finish 
ought  to  be  an  exciting  one.    On  Wednesday  there 
was  a  strong  wind,  but  fair  fishing  was  had  off  the 
Claremont  Pier,  Mr.  L.  Greer  having  a  nice  codling 
of  71b.  among  other  fish.    Another  match  with  the 
Great  Yarmouth  Club  is  likely  to  come  off,  as  the 
last  two  matches  have   been  so  successful  and 
enjoyable  to  both  teams.  The  recorded  takes  on  the 
Claremont  Pier  for  the  past  week  are  : — Whiting, 
58 1 3  ;    cod  and  codling,  forty-five  ;  dabs,  thirty  ; 
eels,    one ;    soles,   two.      This    is    exclusive  of 
the  take^  in  tlie  inter-club  with  Yarmouth.  The 
herring  markets  are  now  at  work  night  and  day. 
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and  it  would  be  an  eye-opener  to  many  inland  folk 
to  see  the  enormous  heaps  of  herring,  the  crowds  of 
Lowestoft  and  Scotch  boats,  and  the  tremendous 
business  done.  "Lazy  Lowestoft,"  as  Clement  Scott 
called  it  in  the  height  of  the  season,  is  anything 
but  "  lazy  "  now. — H.  L.  F. 

Plymoutli. — Fishing  has  been  rather  spasmodic 
during  the  last  week.  Fine  days,  interspersed  with 
strong  winds,  have  somewhat  militated  against 
regular  fishing.  There  is  a  lot  of  very  large  race 
pollack  at  the  Millbay  Pier,  and  along  the  rocks 
at  West  Hoe  Terrace  several  were  killed  by  a 
discharge  of  djuamite  from  the  sewage  outfall,  and 
some  fine  ones  were  picked  up.  I  hear  that  one 
fisherman  at  the  pier,  who  was  not  prepared  for 
these  Itirge  fish,  had  his  line,  tackle,  and  rod  all 
walked  off.  Some  fine  whiting  are  being  taken  in 
Torbay,  and  also  large  dabs,  and  the  amateurs  are 
having  rare  sport  with  them.  Smelt  are  still  sporting 
well  at  the  Promenade  Pier. — William  Heabder 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Samsgfate. — The  fishing  was  good  up  to  and 
including  Xov.  6,  many  boats  being  out,  returning 
with  good  takes  of  whiting  and  codling,  and  also 
some  nice  dabs — the  latter  rather  scarce  but  good 
The  West  and  Iron  Piers  have  also  fished  well, 
especially  at  night,  for  whiting  and  codling.  Since 
Nov.  6  it  has  been  blowing  and  raining  hard,  and 
no  sport  has  been  had.  There  is  at  present  no 
promise  of  a  change. — Grey  Mullett. 

Soathwold  — Still  no  luck  !  No  sport !  More 
\-isitors  have  left  quite  disgusted,  and  resident  sea 
anglers  in  many  ca-ses  have  put  their  rods  away, 
hoping  for  better  things  to  come.  One  nice  conger 
of  6lb.  was  taken  from  the  pier  by  Mr.  Field,  but 
otherwise  there  is  nothing  to  record  of  interest. 
One  day  last  week  the  total  take  from  the 
pier  by  five  fishing  there  was  as  follows : 
one,  five,  one,  sixteen,  two  fish  respectively 
Under  the  circumstances  some  gentlemen  (four 
rods),  fishing  on  Nov.  5,  thought  themselves  for- 
tvuiate  in  securing — in  ten  hours — a  bag,  the  total 
weight  of  which  was  181b.,  which  works  out  at 
nearly  ^Ib.  per  rod  per  hour.  The  writer,  fishing 
from  a  boat  that  day  with  two  rods,  took  twenty 
four  fish  in  six  hours.  Others  did  slightly  better  in 
some  cases,  some  not  so  well.  The  best  lugs  are 
now  available  at  Manby's,  High-street,  and  can  be 
had  every  morning  at  lOd.  per  100,  and  if  cod  are 
anywhere  near  thase  fine  juicy  fellows  should  bring 
them  along.  The  angling  competition  held  on  the 
pier  this  afternoon  (Nov.  9)  is  just  concluded,  the 
winner's  take  being  under  4lb.  Sport  wretched. 
L.  B.  Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — A  competition  took  place  off 
the  pier  on  Nov.  5.  Mr.  H.  Whipp  was  first,  and 
Mr.  F.  Smyth  second.  Codling,  whiting,  dabs,  and 
pout  principal  fish  caught.  On  Nov.  6  Mr.  C.  Wood 
caught  codling  up  to  31b.,  and  boats  did  fairly  well. 
Blowing  a  gale  here.  Water  thick  and  rough,  so 
must  not  expect  much  sport  for  a  few  days.— J.  R. 
Robinson. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  there  was  a  well-attended  meeting 
at  the  rooms  in  Fetter-lane,  Mr.  Hubert  Bass  in 
*  the  chair.  The  reports  from  stations  were  unusually 
scanty.  The  unsettled  weather  last  week  and  the 
abnormally  high  temperature  of  both  the  air  and 
the  water  being  doubtless  the  cause,  and  though 
Messrs.  Boyton,  Wrightson,  Waller,  Mallett, 
Bullock,  Nickels,  Butler,  and  others  had  been 
fishing  their  success  had  not  been  great,  and  there 
was  nothing  to  chronicle. 

A  very  fine  specimen  of  the  angler  fish  (Lophiva 
Pincatorius)  had  been  sent  up  to  the  society  from 
Folkestone,  and  aroused  much  interest,  for  though 
it  cannot  be  called  a  variety  its  weird  appearance 
and  ample  endowment  of  apparatus  for  the  capture 
of  its  prey,  and  for  its  retention  in  the  enormous 
mouth,  certainly  justifies  its  fisherman's  name  of 
"devil  fish."  Its  hinged  hooks  of  teeth  are  in  them- 
selves a  study.  An  attempt  was  to  be  made  to 
secure  a  cast  for  the  society's  walls. 

ITie  results  of  a  successful  competition  at  Folke- 
stone by  the  Folkestone  Society  (affiliated)  were 
reported,  and  the  announcement  that  a  lady 
member,  Mrs.  Hardy  ('orfe,  had  literally  swept  the 
board,  taking  the  (*old  Medal,  the  B.S.A.S.  Silver 
Medal,  and  the  Sassoon  Challenge  Cup,  was  received 
with  applause,  for  there  are  many  lady  members 
whose  husbands  and  brothers  aie  keenly  alive  to 
their  exf«l  ence  as  anglers. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Glassington,  by  cause  of  a  domestic 
bereavement,  was  unable  to  rea<l  his  promised 
paper,  so  Mr.  Pickup  filled  the  breach  by  reading 
some  notes  prepared  for  the  occasion  by  Mr.  A.  ./. 
Gear,  of  Ascot,  on  the  preparation  of  casts  of 
specimen  fish.  A  very  fine  specimen  of  his  work 
ha«  been  laid  in  the  society's  rooms — the  head  and 
shoulders  of   a   201b.    cod,  and   received  much 


admiration,  his  skill  in  casting  being  only  equalled 
by  his  faithful  colouring.  It  looked  real,  and  put 
to  shame  the  many  stuffed  and  painted  contents  of 
the  society's  cases,  which  are  now  making  a  large 
show. 

He  urged  upon  members  that  it  was  really  a  part 
of  their  duty  to  add  to  them,  and  admitting  the 
strong  claims  of  our  best  taxidermists  to  excellence 
in  the  mounting  of  fish  specimens,  he  dwelt  upon 
the  immensely  superior  accuracy  of  a  cast,  and  the 
great  facility  it  afforded  for  correct  colouring  without 
the  fatal  glaze  of  varnish  which  rendered  the  mounted 
specimen  so  unnatural.  His  process  was  simple 
Half  bury  the  fish  in  fine  sand  in  a  box  of  convenient 
size,  having  previously  removed  all  mucus,  especially 
from  the  fins  and  the  tail — a  stiff  brush  with  soap 
and  water  is  sufficient,  and  care  must  be  taken  not 
to  detach  the  scales.  The  fish  should  be  laid  in  an 
easy  and  natiu-al  position,  the  mouth  and  gilh  care- 
fully closed. 

The  best  quality  of  plaster  of  Paris  should  alone 
be  used,  and  always  kept  dry  in  a  closed  box.  It 
must  be  sifted  into  cold  water  until  of  the  con- 
sistency of  cream,  and  coloured  by  the  addition  of 
ink,  that  the  matrix  formed  by  pouring  it  upon  the 
fish  embedded  in  the  sand  may  be  distinguishable 
from  the  actual  cast.  In  thickness  it  should  be  at 
least  half  an  inch.  Left  an  hour  or  two  to  harden 
the  fish  ii  easily  removed,  lifted  by  the  tail. 

The  mould  must  then  be  greased  to  prevent  the 
adhesion  of  the  cast.  Oiling  with  a  soft  brush  is  the 
best  mode,  as  no  sharpness  is  then  lost.  Where  this' 
does  not  matter  a  strong  solution  of  soap  is  very 
good.  The  cast  must  only  slightly  extend  beyond  the 
fish,  and  the  mould  must  be  filled  to  the  edge  with 
plaster  prepared  as  before.  It  should  be  allowed 
from  six  to  twelve  hours  to  harden,  and  is  then 
easily  detached  by  a  smart  blow  from  a  mallet. 

Imperfections  may  be  remedied  by  shellac  in 
spirit,  and  care  must  be  taken  not  to  touch  the 
surface.  After  sizing  with  patent  size  it  is  ready 
for  colouring.  This  may  be  done  by  water  colours 
or  in  oils,  preference  being  given  to  the  latter,  as 
they  make  it  look  wet.  Ail  varnishing  must  be 
carefully  avoided. 

The  sea  angler  should  make  careful  note  of  colours 
at  the  instant  of  catching  the  fish — they  are  so 
evanescent — an  hour  or  less  being  sufficient  to 
entirely  chanae  its  appearance.  Artistic  taste  and 
accuracy  have  here  full  play.  Models  illustrating 
the  processes  were  handed  round,  and  it  ah 
seemed  gloriously  simple,  but,  as  several  of  the 
members  who  have  tried  said,  "it  takes  doing," 
especially  when  undercut  work  is  met  with.  For 
this  work  melted  glue  with  a  slight  admixture  of 
glycerine  was  recommended.  It  was  remarked  that 
taking  a  cast  did  not  spoil  the  fish  for  the  pot,  and 
that  replicas  were  easy  to  produce.  Messrs 
Zaehnsdorf,  Kemp,  Payton  ("  Sarcelle "),  whom 
every  member  was  delighted  to  see  present,  Howard, 
and  others  added  hints  of  value. 

The  customary  votes  of  thanks  wound  up  an 
evening  very  profitably  spent,  and  the  subject  for 
next  Wedne.sday  was  announced  as  "  Light  and 
Heavy  Tackle,"  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bicker 
dyke")  a  vice-president  of  the  society. 
A  large  early  attendance  is  expected.         H.  P. 


ARTIFICIAL  FLIES  AND  FLY 
FISHING  IN  JAPAN. 


One  of  the  larger  New  York  dailies  published  a 
newspaper  article  pretending  to  describe  the  low 
priced  and  artistic  artificial  flies  to  be  procured  in 
Japan.  The  editor  of  Bod  and  Gun  sent  this  article 
to  a  friend  in  Japan,  who  replies  as  follows  : 

•'  I  have  duly  received  your  favour  of  the  20th. 
ult.,  enclosing  newspaper  article  in  regard  to  the 
cheap  and  excellent  artificial  files  made  in  Japan. 

"  I  have  already  received  a  similar  inquiry  on 
this  subject,  enclo^iog  the  same  article,  and  I  hope 
if  you  come  across  the  writer  you  will  quietly  push 
him  overboard,  or  dispose  of  him,  so  that  be  will 
not  write  any  more  fairy  stories  of  this  kind. 

•  I  am  aorry  to  say  there  is  no  fly  fishing  to  be 
bad  in  Japan,  as  we  know  it  at  home,  and  conse- 
quently no  flies. 

"I  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  from  a  friend  of  mine 
in  Tokyo,  who  id  the  best  authority  I  know  on  the 
subject,  and  I  think  his  remarks  dispose  of  the 
question  so  fully  that  there  is  nothing  lurther  to  be 
said,  and  his  buggestion  to  send  to  Aberdeen  or 
Glasgow  IS  the  best  that  can  be  made. 

"  1  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  procure  for  you  any- 
thing that  would  be  of  service.  The  small  fly  that 
is  mentioned  in  the  letter,  made  dp  in  imitation  of 
ants,  would  be  of  no  use  in  home  waters." 

(Enclosure.) 

"  That  printed  matter  about  Japanese  tied  flies  is 
all  'rot.'  The  only  hooks  tied  in  Japan  are  in 
imitation  of  •  ants,'  all  the  other  specimens  any  of 


your  friends  may  have  seen  in  this  country  are 
copies  of  foreign  flies.  .Japanese  do  not  fly  fish. 
One  or  two  may  have  been  taught  by  some  resident, 
or  '  G.  T.,'  but  as  a  pastime  or  sport,  Japanese  know 
nothing  of  using  the  fly.  '  Ai '  and  a  small  fish 
called  'haya'  are  caught  by  floating  a  string  of  five 
or  six  representations  of  a  sort  of  '  ant,'  but  this  id 
the  only  attempt  I  have  ever  seen  as  a  Japanese 
sport,  and  1  have  been  in  .Japan  for  over  forty 
years  and  am  a  'mad '  fisherman. 

"Nakamura's  information  can  entirely  bo  relied 
on,  as  he  is  a  very  keen  fisher  man,  and  has  often 
borrowed  my  flies  and  minnows  and  spoon  baits  to 
copy.  He  used  to  import  flies  from  Glasgow  to  sell 
to  visitors,  I  have  oiten  bought  irom  him,  but  all 
the  flies  have  been  imported  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  imitations  made  by  Nakamura,  which  were 
very  clumsily  dressed. 

"  Parlett,  of  the  British  Legation,  can  give  you 
the  most  reliable  information  about  fly  fi=hing.  I 
think  some  of  the  Japanese  fishermen  at  Yumoto, 
near  Tsuzenji,  make  their  own  flies  for  trout  fishing 
in  the  river,  but  no  one  that  I  know  makes  foreign 
hooks  for  sale. 

"  You  can't  buy  .Japanese  made  flies,  unless  you 
specially  order  them  to  be  made  and  give  samples 
to  copy. 

"There  is  a  (;reat  friend  of  mine  at  Saporo  who 
makes  all  his  own  salmon  and  trout  flies,  but  only 
for  his  own  use.  Tell  your  friends  to  send  to 
Aberdeen  or  Glasgow  for  flies,  etc.,  if  they  want  any 
good  ones." — Bod  and  Gun  in  Canada, 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  Horace  Brown  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting  (Nov.  7),  but  angling  reports  were  few  in 
number.  The  chairman  and  Mr.  W.  H.  AnseU  ha<l 
fished  the  Itchen  withciut  result.  As  is  nearly  always 
the  case  with  a  falling  barometer,  the  grayling 
were  completely  off  feed.  Mr.  Ansell  had  a  leash 
of  fish,  the  best  one  going  lib.,  the  chairman  ono 
fish  of  small  dimensions.  Colonel  Graham  Gordon 
had  sport  with  sea-trout  and  salmon  in  Ross- 
shire.  The  salmon  he  killed  went  741b.,  and  the 
best  sea-trout  lib.  12oz.  In  Wigtonshire  he 
had  another  nice  fish.  Intimation  was  received 
of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Baxter  at  the  Cottage,  New- 
bury, who  had  been  ailing  for  some  tune.  A  letter 
of  condolence  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mr.'s. 
Baxter,  all  the  membeis  sympathising  with  her  in 
her  trouble.  The  supper  next  Monday  will  hei 
served  at  8  o'clock  to  the  minute.  All  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  are  completed,  and  the  functioii 
cannot  fail  to  be  as  enjoyable  as  these  festive 
gatherings  invariably  prove  themselves  to  be. — 
Hon.  Sec. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  35 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
11,036.  Fishing  reels.  Patentee:  J.  H.  Apjohn, 
17,  Victoria-street,  Westminster,  London. 
Consists  in  providing  means  for  winding 
the  line  evenly  on  the  barrel  in  whatever 
position  the  rod  may  be  held.  The  even 
winding  is  effected  by  the  radial  arm, 
which  has  an  eye  on  its  end,  through 
which  the  line  is  led  to  the  reel  barrel. 
This  radial  arm.  is  pivoted  and  shaped  to 
fit  round  a  spindle,  which  is  supported 
by  the  cheeks  of  the  reel  and  di-iven  by 
suitable  gearing  from  the  pinion  on  the 
axis  of  the  barrel.  The  spindle  is  shaped 
so  that  a  pin  in  the  arm  will  work  in  a 
thread  cut  into  its  surface.  A  screw 
thread  extends  a  half  turn  right-handed 
in  a  length  about  half  the  distance  between 
the  cheeks  of  the  reel,  and  a  similar  left- 
handed  thread  on  the  other  side  meets, 
at  either  extremity,  the  right-handea 
thread.  The  arm  is  confined  to  horizontal 
motion  by  the  guide  bar,  so  that,  as  the 
spindle  revolves,  the  arm  moves  from 
one  side  to  the  other.  Allowance  is  mado 
in  the  curve  of  the  screw  thread  for  the 
shape  of  the  spindle,  so  as  to  give 
uniform  motion  to  the  arm. 
17,598.    Leon  Tampier,  47,  Lincoln's  Iim  Fields. 

London.  "  Improvements  in  fish-hooks." 
21,416.  Fred.  Woollens,  6,  Finkle-street,  Stockton- 
on-Tees.  "  Improvements  in  connection 
with  fog-horns  for  use  on  board  steam 
trawlers  and  other  vessels." 
19,618.    James    Smith    and    William    Smith,  6. 

Balfour-place,   Leith,   N.B.  "Paddle- 
wheels  for  fishing  boats." 
21,009.    William    Wright    Nicholas,    10,  Manor 
Avenue,  Grimsby,  Lines.  Improvements 
in  trawl  foot  ropes. 
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^offings  bp  if)e  ^ap. 

"  To  he  a  gentleman  one  must  he  gentle." — Shake- 
speare. ^ 


The  annual  supper  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  is 
fixed  for  Monday  evening,  Nov.  14,  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant.  Covers  removed  at  eight  o'clock  sharp. 
President  H.  H.  Brown  will  occupy  the  chair,  and 
vice-president  E.  J.  Walker  the  vice-chair.  The 
arrangements  in  connection  M'ith  the  musical  part  of 
tlie  programme  are  in  tlie  skilful  hands  of  Mr.  R.  C. 
Blundell,  so  that  another  Piscatorial  Society 
"  success  "  is  ass\ired. 


Oisr'0ctober"8  a  letter  appea-ed  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  signed  by  Mr.  H.  Dowsett,  on  "The 
Suggested  Federation  of  Sea  Angling  Societies." 
Mr.  Dowsett  is  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Angling  Association,  and  he  stated  in 
that  letter  that  "  it  is  our  intention  to  i-sue  in- 
vitations to  the  various  associations  or  f-ocietie'?  to 
attend  a  conference  to  consider  the  practicability 
of  such  a  federation.  An  opportunity  offers  itself 
on  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  Vl,  the  first  dny  f)f  our 
Annual  Sea  Angling  Festival,  when  a  large  number 
of  clubs  would  in  the  ordinary  natvire  of  things 
have  representatives  here." 

•  *  •  *  • 
AVhich  reminds  me  that  to-day  (Saturday)  is  the 

12th  of  November,  and  the  first  of  the  three  days' 
festival  from  boats  and  piers.  When  the  fish  taken 
on  Saturday  have  been  weighed  in,  there  will  be 
ample  time  for  dinner,  after  which  (at  8  o'clock)  a 
very  large  muster  of  representative  sea  anglers  will 
assemble  at  the  Castle  Hotel  to  discuss  the  question 
of  "  federation." 

*  *  IK  *  * 

Full  particulars  have  already  appeared  respecting 
the  fishing  competitions,  but  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  what  is  certain  to  be  a  very  popular 
e^■ent,  and  that  is  the  Sea  Lead  Casting  Competitions 
(three) — 1.  Side  Casting  (threa  prizes);  2.  Over- 
head Casting  (three  prizes)  ;  .3.  Ladies'  Class,  any 
style  of  casting  (one  prize).  The  casting  will  take 
place  in  the  Central  Cricket  Ground,  Hastings,  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  15,  at  10.30  a.m.  For  the  conveni- 
ence of  those  competitors  who  cannot  remain  for  the 
Tuesday,  the  officials  will  be  in  attendance  on  the 
ground  on  Saturday  and  Monday  at  8  a.m.  Com- 
petitors to  notify  their  intention  of  availing  them- 
selves of  this  concession,  stating  day  at  time  of 
entry,  otherwise  they  cannot  compete  except  on  the 
Tuesday. 


The  Fisher. 

The  night  yet  lingers  by  the  cypi-ess  tree. 
Yet  shadows  fade  ;  and  far  away  I  note 

The  fisher  singing  on  the  dawn-pale  sea  ; 
He  sadly  sings,  as  might  Regret  afloat 
Ou  misty  bays  and  creeks  of  years  remote. 

Alas,  amid  the  happiness  of  morn, 

Almond  and  honey  scents — bees  murmuring — 
In  my  own  heart  that  song  of  tears  was  boi-n  ! 

Towards  the  East — his  sail  a  rose-red  wing — 

It  is  of  joy  I  hear  the  fisher  sing. 

— Alice  Edwardes. 


Sea  angling  is  becoming  popular  at  Skegness,  for 
during  the  past  few  weeks  several  residents  have 
engaged  boats  and  gone  out  seawards,  spending  many 
enjoyable  hours.  There  seems  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  many  others  to  indulge  in  the  sport  as  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  off  the  coast.  It  is  contemplated 
forming  a  sea  angling  association  .similar  to  those 
at  other  seaside  towns,  and  with  this  object  in  view 
a  public  meeting  will  shortly  be  convened.  A  large 
inimber  of  rowing  and  sailing  boats  are  available 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  sea  is  remarkably  safe  for 
the  sport.  After  such  an  association  is  formed  an 
annual  competition  will  probably  be  arranged  which 
will  prove  an  additional  attraction  for  visitors. 


TuK  Thames  Competition  at  Windsor  takes  place 
(as  previously  announced)  on  Nov.  13.  For  the 
convenience  of  competitors,  the  Great  Western 
Railway  have  issued  tickets  to  Windsor  at  the 
special  price  of  2^!.  3d.  return  far?,  which  can  only 
b;  obtained  of  the  hon.  secratary,  Ben  Abrahams, 
25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.,  who  will 
be  at  Paddington  Station  at  8.30  to  sell  the  rail  and 
competition  tickets.  Special  reserved  coaches  for 
threo  to  four  hundrsd  are  attached  to  th3  9  a.!n. 
Irain  from  Paddington, and  the  companyhas  kindly 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  a  special 
express  to  leave  Windsor  at  7.30  p.m.  Host  Bushell, 
of  the  George  Hotel,  Eton,  will  provide  a  hot  dinner 
at  a  very  reasonable  price. 


The  subject  for  discussion  at  4,  Fetter-lane 
(headquarters  of  the  B.S.A-S.).  on  Wednesday 
evening  next,  Nov.  16,  is  "  The  Use  of  Light  and 
Heavy  Tackle,"  when  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Mr. 
C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke  ").  On  the  following 
Wednesday  evening  Mr.  Robert  Stanley  (author  of 
"Angling  Anecdotes")  will  relate  some  "Angling 
Incidents,  Fresh  and  Salted."  And  then,  on  Nov. 
30,  just  to  put  a  "  bright  electric  finish  to  a  dull 
November,"  Mr.  E.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  (whose  father, 
Mr.  .1.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  is  the  recipient  of  the  Grand 
Prix  for  excellence  in  bookbinding  at  the  St. 
Louis  Exposition)  will  show  some  lovely  lantern 
slides,  and  discourse  on  "  My  Trip  to  the  United 
States." 


At  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society  on  Nov.  16, 
Mr.  Arnold  Armitage  will  read  a  paper  entitled, 
"Some  Anglers  I  have  mot."  It  will  be  followed 
by  a  short  Bohemian  Concert. 


This  is  from  Mr.  William  Hoarder,  of  Plymouth: — 
"  The  pouting  are  in  best  condition  this  month  and 
next,  and  they  afford  good  sport  for  those  who  like 
boat  fishing.  There  are  several  pits  in  the  Sound 
where  these  fish  congregate,  and  several  dozens  can 
be  taken  in  a  few  hours,  fishing  at  the  bottom  with 
a  chopstick  or  paternoster.  We  shall  soon  be  on 
the  look-out  for  pilchards,  which  make  their  visit 
about  this  time,  when  the  seine  boats  get  busy. 
There  are  plenty  of  small  school  pollack,  and  the 
mullet  are  just  coming  on.  I  have  just  heard  of 
some  fine  bass  being  caught  on  the  imitation  white- 
bait at  the  mouth  of  the  Yealm,  by  casting  the 
bait  with  a  spinning  rod  as  in  flj'  fishing." 


She  was  arrayed  in  the  most  gorgeous  summer 
attire  when  she  smiled  at  the  big  policeman  and 
said  :  "  Won't  you  see  me  across  the  avenue  ?  " 
"  See  yez  across  the  avanoo,  mum 't  I  saw  yez  when 
yez  rounded  the  hid  of  Monroe  A\-anoo.  Jest  take 
me  arrum." 


At  Tooting— Nov.  8,  1904. 

Laughter  gives  place  to  tears,  as  "  Earth  to 
Earth  " 

We    lay,    'mid    flowers,    our    loved    "  King  of 
Mirth." 

Can  we  recall  hi^  face,  and  yet  not  smile — 
That  merry  man,  who  had  no  touch  of  guile  ? 
From  very  joy  he  jested — laughter  was  his  breath. 
His  humour  robbed  of  terror  even  Death. 
His  "  quips  and  cranks  "  did  wrinkled  care  deride, 
His  "infinite  jests"  made  Laughter  hold  her  side. 
No  malice  in  his  jest,  no  coarseness  in  his  laugh. 
He  gave  delight  "and  hurt  not" — his  true  epitaph. 
For  once  around  "Dear  Dan"  we  hear  no  merry 
Jesting : 

For   once    let    laughter — Hush  !     Poor    Dan  is 
"Resting."  — J.  F.  Bursill. 


MuLTUM  IN  Parvo. — Tliose  who  would  like  to 
see  much  in  little  should  try  and  be  present  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  Jvov.  15,  at  the  Bioad-street 
Restaurant,  E.C.,  the  headquarters  of  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorial  Society,  when  there  will  be 
what  is  known  as  a  "microscopical  evening."  Hon. 
secretary  Bentley  may  be  seen  without  the  aid  of 
a  microscope. 


Jaspar  :  "  I  often  wonder  why  Jenkins  is  not 
more  popular,  for  he  is  the  most  polite  man  I  know." 
Jumpuppe  :  "  That  is  just  the  trouble.  He  is  so 
confoundedly  polite  he  leaves  the  impression  that  he 
wants  to  borrow  money." 


Little  Walter  lives. in  an  inland  towTi,  and  knew 
very  little  about  fish  until  he  went  to  visit  his  imcle, 
who  lives  on  Lake  Superior.  One  day  a  string  of 
M'hitefish  was  brought  to  the  house,  and  Walter  was 
filled  with  wonder  and  surprise  at  their  appearance. 
"  Why,  Uncle  John,  what  funny  skin  these  fish 
have  !  "  he  exclaimed.  "It  is  put  on  in  rows,  just 
like  the  shingles  on  our  house.  I  s'pose  it  is  made 
that  way  so  that  the  water  won't  leak  inside." 


"An  electric  apparatus  has  just  been  patented  in 
Germany  by  means  of  which  the  presence  and 
extent  of  shoals  of  fish  can  be  ascertained.  A 
microphone  connected  with  an  electric  battery  and 
telephone  is  lowered  into  the  water.  So  long  as  the 
telephone  hangs  free  no  sound  is  heard,  but  on  its 
coming  into  contact  with  a  shoal  of  fish  the  constant 
tapping  of  the  fisli  against  the  microphone  case 
produces  a  series  of  sounds."  [From  whom — the 
fishermen  or  the  fish  ?] 


"  Did  you  find  any  hard  problems  in  your'lesson, 
Bobby  ?  "  asked  the  teacher.  "  No,  ma'am," 
answered  truthful  Bobby,  "  I  didn't  look  for  any." 


An  interesting  experiment  in  the  tagging  of  cod, 
which  has  been  carried  on  for  a  number  of  years  at 
the  Fish  Cultural  Station  at  Woods  Hole,  Massa- 
chusetts, is  contained  in  a  report  of  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission.  Advantage  was  taken  of 
the  annual  '  release  of  the  large  number  of  cod 
captured  and  kept  for  the  purpose  of  artificially 
hatching  the  eggs.  The  cod  obtained  are  shore  cod 
caught  in  October  on  Nantucket  shoals,  and  brought 
to  Woods  Hole  in  the  wells  of  fishing  vessels.  They 
are  caught  with  hand  lines,  only  those  with  trivial 
wounds  being  retained.  The  fish  are  transferred  to 
floating  cars  until  the  eggs  and  milt  are  ripe,  when 
they  are  stripped  in  very  much  the  same  way  as 
salmon.  It  takes  several  weeks  for  the  maturation 
of  the  eggs  to  be  completed,  and  during  that  time 
the  cod  are  handled  two  or  three  times  a  week.  It. 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  the  cod 
l)ecome  emaciated,  and  that  some  ef  them  succumb. 
*  *  *  •  * 

The  tags  used  were  cut  from  sheet  copper.  They 
werp  from  Jin.  to  ^in.  long,  and  were  fastened  to 
the  base  of  one  of  the  median  fins  by  a  fine  copper 
wire,  most  being  attached  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
caudal  fin  ;  4010  were  set  free  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  Woods  Hole  Station,  and  140 
have  been  recovered,  though  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  several  more  have  been  recaptured  and 
overlooked.  The  results  lend  much  weight  to  the 
supposition  that  the  shore  cod  are  to  a  large  extent 
distinct  from  the  bank  cod,  all  those  recaptured 
being  got  in  the  coastal  waters,  and  that  even  the 
shore  cod  run  into  more  or  less  separate  families. 
The  shore  cod  evidently  migrate  to  the  south-west 
after  spawning,  some  of  them  in  fact  reaching  the 
southern  bonndary  of  the  cod  fishery  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Atlantic  City.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any 
tendency  of  the  shore  cod  to  go  to  the  north  of 
Cape  Cod,  and  very  little  of  an  inclination  to  go  to 
the  oast  into  deep  water. 


How  Many  ? 

How  many  bowls  to  make  a  boulder  ? 
How  many  shoals  to  make  a  shoulder  ? 
How  many  lambs  to  make  a  llama  ? 
How  many  drams  to  make  a  drama  ? 
How  many  bats  to  make  a  battle  ? 
How  many  rats  to  make  a  rattle  '! 
How  many  folks  to  make  a  focus  ? 
How  many  croaks  to  make  a  crocus  ? 
How  many  quarts  to  make  a  quarter  ? 
How  many  ports  to  make  a  porter  '? 
How  many  fans  to  make  a  phantom  ? 
How  many  bans  to  make  a  bantam  '.' 
How  many  aches  to  make  an  acre  ''. 
How  many  fakes  to  make  a  fakir  V 
How  many  raps  to  make  a  rapture  ? 
How  many  caps  to  make  a  capture  '! 
How  many  sums  to  make  a  summer  ? 
How  many  plums  to  make  a  plumber  ? 
How  many  picks  to  make  a  pickle  ? 
How  many  ticks  to  make  a  tickle  ? 
How  many  capes  to  make  a  caper  ? 
How  many  tapes  to  make  a  taper  ? 
How  many  tons  to  make  a  tunnel  ? 
And  how  much  fun  to  make  a  funnel  ? 


Once  on  a  time  two  youths  were  suitors  for  th« 
hand  of  a  good,  beautiful,  sensible,  bright,  tactful, 
candid,  soulful,  womanly  girl.  Ona  youth  made  love. 
The  other  made  money.  Puzzle  :  Which  youth 
married  the  good,  beautiful,  sensible,  bright,  tactful, 
candid,  soulful,  womanly  girl  ? 


"While  fishing  with  hooks  and  line  off  Felpham 
on  Nov.  2,"  says  the  Sussex  Dail;/  News,  "Messrs. 
Hiram  and  Jesse  Taylor  caught  a  monster  skate, 
measuring  from  tip  to  tail  6ft.  6in.,  and  5ft.  across 
the  back,  and  weighing  about  1201b."  [Note 
"hooks  and  line  " — nothing  about  a  rod.  Of  course 
there  was  no  rod,  or  it  would  not  have  taken  two 
men  to  land  it.] 

•     ,        *  »  *  * 

According  to  our  North  of  Scotland  correspondent 
(see  p.  353),  "a  large  shark  was  landed  at  the 
Aberdeen  fish-market  on  Nov.  7  which  had  been 
taken  in  a  trawl  net  in  the  North  Sea.  It  measured 
14ft.  long,  and  Oft.  in  girth,  and  weighed  about 
li  tons.  It  was  sold  for  10s.  6d.  to  the  Aberdeen 
Manure  Company." 

»  ♦  »  *  * 

I'm  not  grinnhling.  for  I  like  to  hear  of  the 
capture  of  "  specimen  "  fi=h,  but  I  canot  reckon  the 
weight  of  a  "twopenny  bit  out  of  the  middle." 
Let  me  see  :  14ft.  equals  30cwt.,  and  the  shark  was 

sold' for  10s.  6d.,  so  that  for  2d.  I  should  have  

But  there,  answers  may  be  sent  on  next  week  to 

Dragnet. 
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^otc5  from  tlfc  ^oxil^. 

The  Caimton  Water  on  the  Dee,  belonging  to 
Sir  Thos.  Burnett,  of  Crathes,  and  leased  by  Lord 
PenrhjTi,  is  as  a  spring,  summer  and  autumn  fishing 
about  the  best  on  the  Dee.  His  lordship  has  only 
killed  some  seventj'-nine  fish  instead  of  three 
hundred  under  normal  conditions. 


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  contribute  sixty 
guineas  annually  to  the  Dee  Salmon  Fishings 
Improvement  Association.  Last  week  they  resolved 
to  suspend  payment,  pending  the  upper  proprietors 
Btiunping  up  a  little  more  freely  in  proportion  to 
their  enhanced  rental. 

This  is  the  weak  point  of  a  voluntary  system  of 
pa.\-ments.  As  long  as  all  contribute  heartily  all 
goes  well  ;  but  whenever  one  or  two  back  out  then 
t!:"i  system  falls  to  pieces. 


^aprolegnia  ferax  is  showing  up  badly  in  the 
Xorth  and  South  Esks.  It  has  already  decimated 
the  fish  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Don,  and  the 
fears  are  that  in  such  a  season  of  drought  its  ravages 
will  be  felt  elsewhere. 


The  special  steamer  Huxley  has  all  this  summer 
and  autumn  been  engaged  in  the  international 
scheme  of  scientific  investigations  in  the  North  Sea. 
Some  3300  fish  have  been  marked  and  "  planted." 


Mr.  Garstang,  reasoning  from  his  observations 
on  marked  plaice,  does  not  think  the  destruction 
of  smaU  fish  an  unmixed  evil. 


Mr.  F.  Irvine,  of  Drum,  Deeside,  had  a  fine  fish 
of  1.5Jlb.  on  the  closing  day  of  the  season,  while 
his  friend,  Mr.  Bond,  had  one  of  IG^b.  Mr.  G. 
M.  Mackay  had  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  on  the  Deeside 
Hydro  waters  on  the  same  day,  but  fish  were  few 
and  far  between.  Special  Scotch. 


WEAR  FISHERY  BOARD. 


DECREASED  TAKE  OF  SALMON. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  the  report  in  the 
Sunderland  Daily  Echo  : — "  The  quarterly  meeting 
of  tlio  members  of  the  Wear  Fishery  Board  was 
held  on  Nov.  4  in  the  Commissioners'  committee- 
room,  Lambton  Bank,  Fawcett-street.  Colonel 
McKenzie  presided,  and  there  were  also  present 
Colonel  Challoner,  Jlr.  H.  H.  Wake,  Mr.  J.  Graham, 
Alderman  Richardson,  Mr.  A.  E.  Malin,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Bowman,  and  Jlr.  J.  A.  Swinney.  The  chairman 
said  they  had  received  several  letters  relative  to 
the  pollution  of  the  river.  They  were  from  different 
persons  against  whom  complaints  had  been  made, 
snd  they  wrote  stating  that  they  had  not  put  any 
r  of  any  description  into  the  stream.  Mr. 

.;jm  suggested  that  the  board  should  make  an 
i;,  pcction  on  their  own  account  if  a  deputation  of 
the  Corporation  would  not  meet  them.    The  chair- 
in  in  remarked  that  the  Corporation  of  Durham 
always  like  that.    It  was  decided  that  Mr. 

:iam  and  Major  TurnbuU  make  an  inspection,  and 
rej/ort  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  board.  The 
board  agreed  to  Vjecome  the  tenants  of  the  Mill  House 
at  Durham  for  occupation  by  their  watcher.  It 
was  decided  to  give  Watcher  Rutherford  free 
occupation  of  the  house  and  26s.  a  week.  The 
chairman  read  a  comparative  return  as  to  the 
number  of  fish  taken  in  the  river  during  the  last 
three  years.  In  1902  there  were  taken  939  salmon, 
weif/hin;;  98591b.  ;  1903,  841  salmon,  weighing 
88301b.;  and  1904,  527  salmon,  weighing 
59801b.  Of  sea  -  trout,  there  were  taken  in 
10*12,  8297,  weighing  31, 1131b. ;  1903,  9148, 
/iiing     27,4441b.;    and     1904,     9851,  woigh- 

24,f;271b.  Of  grilse  there  had  been  taken 
in  i'J02,  312,  weighing  20381b.  ;  1903,  573,  weighing 
34381b. ;  and  1904,  934,  weighing  42031b.  The 
'  l   irman  remarked  that  there  was  a  decrease  in 

i umber  of  salmon,  and  the  average  weight  was 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  trout, 

;ieain  the  average  weight  showed  a  decrease. 
.  I  id  not  put  these  forward  as  accurate  returns, 
but  they  were  aa  accurate  as  they  could  get  them, 
and  were  useful  for  comparative  purposes.  Mr.  J. 
A  Swinney,  the  fishermen's  representative,  stated 

icason  for  the  decline  recorded  was  that  the 
l^i-trout  were  getting  the  better  of  the  salmon, 
^■bull-trout  could  spring  better,  and  getting  to 
HH^awning  beds  first  they  ate  the  salmon  spawn. 
I^BBuggcsted  that  they  should  have  an  extension 
of  the  fishing  season.  The  chairman  said  that 
while  they  could  not  admit  those  conclusions,  there 
w&s  no  doubt  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  what  Mr. 
f^winnoy  had  said.    Still,  it  was  debatable  ground. 

tion  for  the  payment  of  the  accounts  was  given, 

cheques  for  the  various  amounts  signed," 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company  have  made  special 
arrangements  for  the  careful  and  speedy  transit  and 
delivery  of  exhibits  for  the  Stanley  Cycle  Show  at 
the  Agricultural  Hall  on  Nov.  18  to  25  ;  also  to  tho 
great  Poultry  Exhibition  at  Bingley  Hall,  Bir 
mingham,  on  Nov.  26  to  Dec.  1,  and  the  National 
Exhibition  of  Sporting  and  other  Dogs  at  Curzon 
Hall,  Birmingham,  on  Nov.  28,  29,  and  30.  All 
information  as  to  rates,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  J.  Eaton,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby 
who  will  also  give  particulare  of  the  numerous 
excursion  trains  to  be  run  in  connection  with  these 
shows  from  all  parts  of  the  Midland  Railway. 


PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 


The  seventeenth  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  was  held  at  head 
quarteis,  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Edmimd-street 
Birmingham,  on  Oct.  29,  and  was  attended  by 
upwards  of  sixty  delegates  representing  the  following 
centres,  namely,  Bristol,  Kidderminster,  Worcester 
Warrington,  Walsall,  Wolverhampton,  Liverpool 
Cardiff,  Aston,  Lye,  Malvern,  Cradley,  Dudley 
Oldbury,  St.  George's,  Wellington,  Salop,  Stafford, 
Tipton,  West  Bromwich,  and  Birmingham. 

The  president,  Mr.  R.  Wingfield  (Worcester) 
occupied  the  chair,  the  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  R.  D 
Frost  (Bristol)  and  W.  C.  Sadler  (Kidderminster) 
occupying  the  vice-chairs.  The  minutes  of  general 
meeting  held  Oct.  28,  1903,  having  been  confirmed, 
the  balance-sheets  for  Dec.  31,  1903,  and  June  30, 
1904,  were  read  and  adopted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
given  to  the  auditors,  Messrs.  W.  Bayley  (Birming 
ham)  and  W.  Stevens  (Wolverhampton)  for  their 
services.  The  secretary's  report  of  the  committee's 
work  for  the  year  was  submitted  to  the  meeting. 
The  report  pointed  out  that  the  affiliation  of  twelve 
new  branches  had  been  accepted  since  Jan.  1,  1904, 
nine  outside  Birmingham  and  three  in  Birmingham 
The  further  additions  to  the  ranks  in  Birmingham 
was  extremely  gratifying,  as  with  the  seven  societies 
who  had  joined  during  the  year  1903,  it  made  a 
total  of  ten  Birmingham  societies  who  had  become 
affiliated  to  the  Provincial  Association  since  the 
secession  of  the  Birmingham  Association  in  March, 
1902.  V 

The  membership  of  the  Provincial  Association  in 
March,  1902  (after  the  Birmingham  Association  had 
seceded),  numbered  only  3594,  whereas  at  the 
present  time  (Oct.  29,  1904)  6204  members  had 
paid  their  subscriptions  for  the  current  half  year, 
an  increase  of  2610  members  in  less  than  three 
years.  The  financial  position  has  never  before  been 
so  satisfactory  ;  all  liabilities  up  to  date  having  been 
met,  there  remained  a  balance  of  upwards  of  £250 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  association  at  the 
banks,  £205  of  which  is  on  deposit  bearing  interest 
at  the  rate  of  2J  per  cent.  If  the  association  con- 
tinues to  increase  its  membership  during  1905  at 
the  rate  it  has  increased  during  the  past  two  years, 
the  committee  will  probably  be  able  either  to  reduce 
the  annual  subscription  of  members  from  fourpence 
per  member  to  threepence  per  member  per  annum, 
or  to  make  a  return  in  the  shape  of  a  bonus  to  the 
affiliated  branches.  During  the  year  the  railway 
companies  have  granted  further  concessions,  and 
the  new  centres  have  received  all  the  privileges 
applied  for.  The  Provincial  railway  travelling  card 
for  1905  will  be  the  largest  ever  issued  by  an  angling 
association  ;  it  will  contain  upwards  of  2500  dis- 
tinct privilege  bookings  from  118  different  stations, 
on  nine  railway  systems.  Tlie  secretary  reported 
that  the  conduct  of  the  members  during  the  year  had 
again  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  as  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  upwards  of  6000  travelling 
cards  had  been  issued  to  members  of  the  various 
branches,  not  a  single  complaint  had  been  received 
from  either  railway  company  during  the  year. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
passed  to  the  committee  for  their  services  to  the 
association  during  their  term  of  office. 

Tho  election  of  officers  to  govern  the  association 
during  the  year  1905  was  next  taken.  The  whole 
of  the  retiring  officers  were  re-elected  as  follows  : — 
President,  R.  Wingfield  (Worcester)  ;  vice-presi- 
dents, R.  D.  Frost  (Bristol),  W.  C.  Sadler  (Kidder- 
minster) ;  treasurer,  J.  Hughes  (Birmingham) ; 
secretary,  H.  W.  Miller  (Birmingham)  ;  committee, 
P.  Knight  (Warrington),  J.  W.  Wright  (Liverpool), 
L.  Higgs  (Malvern),  C.  Capper  (Wolverhampton), 
R.  Harris  (Cardiff),  J.  Royal  (Dudley),  W.  Bagley 
(Birmingham). 

A  proposal  to  raise  the  salary  of  the  secretary 
from  £20  to  £30  per  annum  was  unanimously  carried. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  R.  Wingfield  and 
Lewis  Higgs  for  their  services  on  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  brought  a  very  successful  meeting  to  a  close. 

H.  W.  MiLi/EB,  Secretary. 
5,  Aston-lano,  Perry  Barr,  Birmingham. 


QRAYFISH  POACHING  IN  THE 
NEW  RIVER. 


Feed.  Bbadley,  35,  baker,  with  no  fixed  abode, 
was  charged  before  Mr.  Fonwick-Fonwiek,  at  the 
North  London  Police  Court,  with  illegally  fishing 
in  the  New  River  at  Hornsoy.  Jesse  Green, 
walksman  in  the  employ  of  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board,  said  that  he  was  at  one  o'clock 
that  (Wednesday)  morning  on  the  bank  of  the  New 
River  at  Duckett-road,  Hornsey,  when  he  saw  the 
prisoner  lying  on  the  bank  near  two  nets  which 
were  in  the  water.  The  nets  were  baited  with 
stinking  fish,  which  the  prisoner  said  he  had  put  on 
to  attract  crayfish.  He  admitted  that  he  was 
endeavouring  to  catch  these  fish,  but  said  that  ho 
had  only  just  started  fishing,  and  had  not  succeeded 
in  catching  any.  The  water  was  used  for  domestic 
purposes.  Mr.  Fenwick-Fenwick :  Are  there  any 
crayfish  there  ?  The  witness :  Yes ;  but  they  do 
not  run  now.  Mr.  Fenwick-Fenwick  (who  was  at 
one  time  an  ardent  salmon  angler) :  Do  not  run  ! 
How  do  the  crayfish  run  ?  The  witness  :  They  run 
along  the  bottom.  Mr.  Fenwick-Fenwick  (smiling) : 
Oh !  You  mean  they  crawl  into  the  nets.  The 
witness :  Yes,  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  but 
they  don't  run  now.  Mr.  Fenwick-Fenwick :  You 
mean  that  they  get  sluggish.  Is  there  a  close 
season  ?  The  witness  said  he  thought  not.  The 
prisoner  was  a  regular  poacher,  and  he  sold  the  fish 
to  restaurants.  He  had  been  many  times  convicted. 
The  prisoner  said  he  could  get  no  other  work.  He 
was  fined  40s.,  or  a  month. 


THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  SALMON  SEASON 
.ON  THE  LUNE. 


The  salmon  season  has  closed  as  it  began — badly. 
On  the  whole  it  has  been  one  of  the  worst  of  recent 
years.    The  improvement  in  the  river,  which  was  so 
marked  a  year  or  two  ago,  has  not  been  maintained, 
but  it  appears  to  be  due  to  no  other  reason  than  the 
dryness  of  the  summer  season.    All  the  summer 
through  the  river  was  below  ordinary  level,  and 
when  autumn  came   and  fish  should  have  been 
making   their  way   from  the   sea  to  the  spawn- 
ing beds  they  were  unable  to  ascend  because  of  the 
lowness  of  the  river.    There  was  only  one  really  good 
flood,  and  that  came  after  the  close  of  the  trout 
season ;    and  though  it  offered  chanses  both  for 
salmon  and  sea- trout  the  rush  upwards  was  not  near 
so  great  as  might  have  been  expected.    As  a  conse- 
quence there  have  been  fewer  salmon  in  the  river 
than  generally,  and  even  amongst  those  actually 
there  sport  has  been  below  par.    Nor  have  the  fish 
caught  been  as  big  as  those  of  the  last  few  years. 
Last  year  one  was  caught  at  Caton  of  371b.,  which  I 
fancy  is  the  record  for  rod  and  line  in  the  Lime  for 
some  years  past.    This  year  Mr.  J.  F.  Carruthers, 
one  of  the  most  consistent  of  Lune  anglers,  says  he 
has  done  only  badly.    He  caught  a  splendid  spring 
salmon  of  25|lb.,  but  the  autumn  fishing  was  disap- 
pointing.   In  all,  he  only  took  five  fish,  weighing 
6^1b.,  201b.,  191b.,  17^1b.,  and  141b.    Other  anglers 
tell  a  similar  tale.    Not  a  single  one  of  my  acquain- 
tances admits  to  a  good  year.    Beyond  Arkholme 
very  few  salmon  have  been  seen,  and  catches  have 
been  miserably  poor.    For  instance,  the  Thurland 
Castle  keeper  only  caught  one,  about  131b.,  whereas 
last  year  he  caught  over  twenty  good  fish.  '  It  is  all 
put  down  to  the  exceeding  lowness  of  the  river.  I 
have  no  figures  before  me,  but  I  fancy  it  will  be  found 
that  the  number  of  salmon  anglers  this  j-ear  was  quite 
as  high  as  last  year,  and  was  possibly  even  higher. 
It  is  all  the  more  disappointing  to  have  to  chronicle 
such  a  bad  salmon  time  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
trout  season  was  one  of  the  very  best  on  record. — 
E.  P.,  in  the  Lancaster  Standard. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION 


The  following  is  the  fifteenth  annual  report  of  the 
executive  council,  presented  at  the  annual  general 
meeting,  held  in  Warrington,  on  Oct.  29  : — 

"  For  the  first  time  since  the  renewal  by  the 
railway  companies  of  anglers'  cheap  fares  your 
council  have  to  report  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
members.  Hitherto  the  association  has  been  in- 
creasing at  the  rate  of  four  hundred  to  five  hundred 
members  annuaUy,  but  during  the  j'ear  now  ending 
there  has  been  a  falling  oft  of  twenty  as  compared 
with  last  year.  Liverpool,  Preston,  Oldliam,  Black- 
bum,  Warrington,  and  Bolton  centres  have  all 
decreased  in  numbers.  AU  agree  in  attributing  the 
diminution  to  bad  trade  which  has  forced  people  to 
cut  down  lu:^uries.  The  increased  cost  of  fishing 
waters  also  has  had  something  to  do  with  it,  but 
there  is  a  general  confidence  that  the  depression  is 
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only  temporary  and  will  disappear  with  better  times. 
Several  items  for  advertising  in  the  membership 
cards  are  outstanding,  and  the  number  of  advertise- 
ments is  less,  probably  owing  to  the  same  cause. 
Early  in  the  year  your  council  appealed  to  the 
London  and  North- Western  Railway  Company  for 
an  amelioration  of  the  rule  against  Sunday  fishing 
in  the  Lancaster  Canal.    This  was  considered  by  the 
board  of  directors,  but  they  could  not  see  their  way 
to  withdraw  the  prohibition.    As  regards  the  section 
from  Bells  Bridge  to  Badclifte  Bridge  at  Scorton, 
your  covmcil  cannot  speak  positively,  but  have  reason 
to  believe  that  it  will  be  open  to  our  members  very 
shortly.    In  accordance  with  your  resolution  at  last 
annual  meeting  steps  were  taken  for  placing  the 
defence  fund  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  ;  the 
matter  was  laid  before  the  Controller,  who  replied 
that  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  did  not  come 
within  the  definition  of  a  friendly  society  as  specified 
in  the  regulations,  and  that  the  deposit  could  not  be 
accepted.    Your  coiincil  therefore  ordered  the  money 
to  be  deposited  at  the  Wood-street  Savings  Bank  in 
the  names  of  the  trustees.    Cheques  to  be  counter- 
signed by  the  secretary  as  is  the  case  with  the 
general  fund.    New  centres  have  been  formed  at 
Plank-lane  and  Little  Lever.    A  grand  fishing  match 
was  held  on  June  18  in  the  Lancaster  Canal  at  Lea- 
road  and  Salwick.    There  were  only  710  entries  as 
compared  with  879  last  year,  and  consequently  a  loss 
was  sustained  of  £7  68.  lOd.    It  may  be  noted  that 
the  only  successful  matches  have  been  held  in  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal,  and  there  seems  to  be  great 
difficulty  in  train  arrangements  from  Crewe  and 
Warrington  districts  in  getting  to  the  Lancaster  and 
other  canals  north  of  Warrington.    The  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers  was 
held  in  Sheffield  on  May  7,  your  association  being 
represented    by    Messrs.    Cuerden   and  Redford. 
Representatives  were  present  from  the  London, 
Sheffield,  Provincial,  County  Palatine,  Leeds,  Hull, 
York,  and  Bradford  Associations,  totalling  43,500 
members.    The  balance-sheet  showed  a  surplus  of 
£16  Os.  lOd.    The  chief  business  was  on  a  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Freshwater  Fishery  Laws  as 
drawn  up  by  the  York  Association.    After  careful 
discussion,  it  was  decided  to  make  use  of  this  pro- 
posal as  a  basis,  but  not  to  press  it  forward  as  it 
stood.    In  the  meantime  the  various  associations 
were  requested  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  their 
requirements,  the  whole  to  be  considered  at  next 
annual  meeting  and  embodied  in  a  Bill  to  be  laid 
before  Pari  iament.    A  comm  ittee  has  been  appointed 
by  your  council  to  consider  the  matter  and  draw  up 
a    report.    Your    council    instructed  Coimcillor 
Bimmer  and  your  secretary  to  support  the  Sheffield 
Association  at  an  inquiry  by  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Fisheries  with  reference  to  the  destruction  of  coarse 
fish  by  salmon  netters  on  the  river  Trent ;  the 
inspector  promised  to  draw  up  a  code  of  bye-lawB 
for  preventing  the  darnage,  and  recommend  it  to  the 
Trent  Conservancy  Board.    The  Sheffield  Associa- 
tions expressed  their  best  thanks  to  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  for  their  kindness  in  supporting 
them  so  loyally.    A  petition  has  been  forwarded 
from  the  federation  to  all  the  railway  companies 
praying  for  an  extension  of  the  limit  of  return  by 
anglers'  ticket  to  eight  days  for  distances  over  twenty 
miles,  and  the  matter  is  now  under  consideration. 
The  Oldham  centre  has  been  granted  £2  2s.  towards 
expenses  incurred  in  prosecuting  tradesmen  for 
exposing  coarse  fish  for  sale  during  close  season,  with 
the  understanding  that  no  prosecutions  shall  bo 
undertaken  in  future  unless  previously  ordered  by 
the  executive  coimcil.    The  question  of  angling  for 
coarse  fish  without  taking  a  licence  for  trout  or 
salmon  has  been  brought  prominently  forward  by 
the  action  of  the  Bibble  Conservancy  Board,  in 
demanding  payment  for  licences  from  three  members 
of  our  Preston  centre,  and  threatening  proceedings 
if  not  paid  for  along  with  expenses  incurred.  After 
hearing  the  case  from  the  members  concerned  your 
council  decided  to  defend  them  in  any  action  which 
may  be  brought  by  the  Conservancy  Board.  The 
matter  is  still  pending,  and  if  proceeded  with  and 
carried  to  the  higher  courts,  will  entail  costs  beyond 
the  amount  of  our  defence  fund.    Your  council 
expects  that  this,  the  annual  general  meeting,  will 
pass  such  a  levy  as  will  secure  them  in  defending  the 
above  and  any  other  cases  which  may  arise.  Your 
council  regrets  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  issue 
the  balance-sheet  in  time  for  perusal  before  the 
annual  meeting  in  consequence  of  delay  on  the  part 
of  several  centres  in  not  having  settled  up  by  Aug. 
31,  as  per  minute  on  the  books.    It  is  imperative 
that  this  resolution  be  strictly  adhered  to,  and 
ofTenders  will  in  future  be  shown  on  the  balance- 
sheet  as  defaulters.    Your  council  has  pleasure  in 
stating  that  notwithstanding  extra  expenses  and 
diminution  of  memliers  there  is  still  a  surplus  of 
£9  6s.  Id.  on  the  year,  the  general  fund  balance 
standing  at  £89  4b.  lOd.,  and  the  defence  fund  at 
£70  128.  lOd."     Thos.  W.  Redfoep,  Hon.  Sec. 
Bolton.  , 


JlssociaHotts,  etc. 


Blenheim  Anglino  Society. 
At  a  meeting  on  Nov.  2  it  was,  amongst  other 
matters,  decided  to  hold  the  usual  Christmas  outing 
and  competition  at  Harefield  on  Dec.  4.  A  pro- 
gramme of  future  arrangements  has  been  drawn  up 
and  will  be  sent  out  in  due  course.  Friends  of 
members  are  cordially  invited  to  the  reading  and 
concert  on  Nov.  16.  A  committee  meeting  was 
held  on  Nov.  3,  Dr.  Moore  presiding,  to  consider 
an  important  question  affecting  a  portion  of  the 
society's  water.  On  Nov.  9,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  occupied 
the  chair.  The  toast  of  "  The  King  "  was  given 
by  the  chairman,  and  was  received  with  loyal 
enthusiasm.  The  chief  business  of  the  evening  was 
a  report  given  by  the  secretary  of  his  visit  to  Hare- 
field  on  the  previous  day  on  business  connected  with 
that  section  of  the  society's  fishing.  The  matter 
was  fully  discussed,  and  a  somewhat  lengthy  meeting 
was  brought  to  a  close  with  the  usual  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman.  This  last  week-end  Messrs. 
Bamett  and  Wilkins  had  perch  from  Harefield.  Mr. 
Yarham  caught  a  small  trout  near  Springwell  which 
was  duly  returned. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at  Broad-street 
Restaurant,  E.C.,  on  Nov.  8,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
(hon.  treasurer)  presiding.  Fishing  reports  were 
made  as  follows  : — Mr.  Isaacs  and  friend,  at  New- 
haven,  about  150  whiting  and  dabs  ;  Mr.  G.  H. 
Green,  at  Twickenham,  roach  ;  Mr.  John  Wame,  at 
Chertsey,  also  at  Twickenham,  roach  ;  Mr.  Dryden 
(and  several  other  members)  at  Deal,  codling  and 
whiting  ;  Mr.  Canton  exhibited  a  fine  tray  of  good 
roach  in  splendid  condition,  part  of  a  considerable 
catch  in  private  water.  Great  interest  was  taken  by 
the  meeting  in  a  "  Rontgen  Rays "  photograph 
(exhibited  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell)  of  malfor- 
mation in  the  bones  of  the  human  hand,  whereby  it 
was  more  or  less  transformed  into  a  webbed  or  fin- 
like member,  a  capital  portrait  of  the  esteemed 
vice-president  himself  being  also  presented  to  the 
society,  as  was  a  splendid  collection  of  photographs 
(in  albimi)  illustrating  from  source  to  termination 
the  course  of  the  rapidly-disappearing  Ravens- 
bourne,  this  valuable  series  being  the  production  and 
gift  of  the  talented  artist  Mr.  Jesse  Birch,  who  had 
been  at  great  pains  to  make  the  collection  complete. 
Dr.  Ladell  and  Mr.  Birch  were  in  each  case  very 
cordially  thanked  for  their  gift.  Two  gentlemen, 
previously  proposed,  were  balloted  for  and  elected. 
Members  were  reminded  of  the  microscopical  even- 
ing fixed  for  Tuesday,  Nov.  15  ;  also  of  the  outing 
to  Bumham  on  Friday,  Nov.  18,  upon  which  last 
occasion  Mr.  Isaacs  has  promised  to  present  a  con- 
solation prize.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  a  very 
pleasant  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  W.  Marshall  presided  over  the  adjourned 
committee  meeting  on  Nov.  8,  when  the  programme 
for  December  and  January  was  decided  on.  Amongst 
the  items  was  a  fixture  for  a  supper  on  Dec.  13, 
tickets  for  which  will  be  2s.  6d.  Members  or  their 
friends  desirous  of  taking  part  should  communicate 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible  in  order  that  the 
arrangements  may  be  completed  at  an  early  date. 
At  the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Bowman  was  voted  to  the  chair.  The  only  fishing 
reports  were  those  of  Mr.  Marshall,  who  took  eight 
score  whiting  and  codling  at  Bamsgate  ;  and  of 
Mr.  C.  GiU,  who  took  some  nice  flatfish  at  Leigh. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Close  reported  that  all  arrangements  for 
the  Deal  outing  were  complete.  A  letter  was 
received  late  in  the  evening  from  Mr.  Zerfass, 
reporting  the  capture  of  some  fine  dace  in  private 
water. — Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  our  meeting  on  the  8th 
inst.,  following  which  we  held  a  very  successful 
musical  evening.  Mr.  F.  Roberts  occupied  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  Jelks.  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  acted 
as  musical  director,  with  a  splendid  array  of  talent 
at  his  hand.  The  following  gentlemen  kindly  con- 
tributed to  the  harmony  : — Messrs.  A.  Blake,  F. 
Berry,  J.  Crumley,  O.  Gardner  (violin),  S.  Stone, 
Tom  Carney  and  eon,  C.  Melville,  "  Phimnie  "  Will 
Drew,  G.  Underwood,  W.  Cuhner,  F.  Wharton,  T. 
Stone,  E.  Boyd,  A.  Stone,  H.  Stone,  and  others. 
A  pleasing  feature  of  the  evening  was  the  very 
hearty  response  to  Mr.  F.  Berry's  appeal  on  behalf 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  and  restocking  boxes. 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  our  genial  host  and  fellow 
angler,  Mr.  Joe  Rollings,  for  the  use  of  his  elegantly- 
appointed  drawing-room  for  the  occasion.  Mr. 
Berry  brought  up  his  recently  set  up  case  of  grayling 
(ten),  all  specimens,  and  they  are  worth  one  s  while 
to  go  out  of  one's  way  to  see.  Messrs.  Gardner 
weighed  in  roach  and  dace. — Hon.  Sec, 


Palmebston  Angling  Society. 
The  autumn  dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held 
at  the  Palmerston  Restaurant  on  Nov.  3,  Mr.  S.  H. 
Farrington,  vice-president,  in  the  chair.  There  was 
a  full  muster  of  members  and  a  large  number  of 
guests.  In  replying  to  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
"  Success  to  the  Palmerston  Angling  Society,"  Mr. 
J ukes  stated  that  the  society  was  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition.  There  had  been  a  large  increase  of 
members  during  the  present  season,  and  whereas 
two  years  ago  there  were  ten  members,  now  there 
wore  seventy.  Ho  also  mentioned  that  the  club 
house  had  been  constructed  at  the  society's  Cam- 
bridgeshire water,  Welney  Pits,  and  that  sleeping 
accommodation  for  about  twenty-five  members 
would  be  provided  for ;  members  have  also  the  use 
of  the  boats  and  punts  free.  Besides  this  water,  the 
society  had  also  acquired  the  right  to  fish  sixty-three 
and  a  half  miles  of  excellent  water  (both  banks)  in 
various  parts  of  Cambridgeshire,  seven  miles  of 
which  adjoin  the  club  house.  The  secretary,  Mr.  P. 
Vandervell,  then  announced  that  ho  had  received 
no  fewer  than  sixteen  applications  for  membership 
during  the  course  of  the  evening.  Messrs.  Charles 
Bulwar  and  Leslie  gave  ventriloquial  and  sleight  o£ 
hand  entertainments,  which  were  much  appreciated. 
Messrs.  Harlow,  Hodgson,  Watts,  Diinkolsbiihler, 
H.  Vandervell,  McMicken,  Waight,  Wilkinson,  and 
Morrio  also  contributed  songs,  recitations,  etc.— 
Hon.  Seo. 


Ppovifielal  Afi^ling  llotes 

mu^t  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  very  agreeable  change  in  the 
weather ;  during  the  last  two  days  we  have  had  some 
rain  which  will  do  much  to  freshen  up  our  local 
waters.  The  reservoir  at  Olton,  which  is  a  few 
miles  outside  the  city,  has  not  been  so  low  as  it  is 
now  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and  the  farmers 
are  complaining  of  the  want  of  rain.  A  good  heavy 
rain  is  much  needed.  The  pike  have  been  on  the 
feed,  nevertheless,  and  my  friend,  Mr.  Albert 
Bushell,ithe  manager  of  the  Gaiety  Music  Hall,  on 
Nov.  4,  caught  thirteen  fish  in  four  hours,  from  a 
private  pool  near  to  the  city,  which  weighed  1431b.  ; 
this  is  all  right  for  sport,  they  were  all  taken  spinning. 
Several  contests  were  fished  on  Nov.  6.  The  White 
Horse  and  the  Rose  and  Crown  clubs  fished  their 
bye  contests  in  the  canal  at  Lapworth,  when  Mr.  W. : 
Phipps  took  the  first  prize  in  both  contests  ;  gudgeon' 
were  the  chief  fish  weighed  in.  Now  that  the  winter ' 
is  coming  on  this  canal  will  have  a  rest.  We  have 
other  canals  that  can  well  do  with  the  same  thing. 
The  Trent  has  been  fished  and  some  good  pike  and 
grayling  have  been  taken  and  a  few  roach.  Chub 
fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  Of  the  Severn  has  been 
fairly  good,  and  some  good  dace  have  been  taken 
above  Arley,  and  in  the  Eardington  district.  Pike 
have  been  taken  below  Evesham  in  the  Fladbury 
district,  and  a  few  small  fish  have  been  taken  above 
Wyre  by  the  local  anglers.  The  new  travelling  cards 
for  the  Provincial  and  Birmingham  Associations  are 
now  in  the  printer's  hands.  A  large  number  of 
new  stations  will  be  added  to  the  present  long  list, 
and  a  number  of  new  fishing  grounds  will  be  opened 
to  the  members  of  both  associations. 

FRbM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE): 

The  weather  and  water  remain  Al  for  angling, 
although  the  latter  is  now  getting  a  trifle  on  the 
clear  side.  Roach  fishermen  continue  to  have  quite 
a  brisk  time,  and  it  is  seldom  indeed  than  an  angler 
goes  out  for  a  few  hours'  sport  without  getting  a 
respectable  bag.  As  an  instance  of  this  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  one  day  at  the  end  of  last  week  two 
rods  in  the  Tattershall  district  of  the  Witham 
creeled  between  them  no  less  than  221b.  of  roach, 
and  an  individual  rod  on  the  Forty-foot  has  also 
captured  in  one  day  no  less  than  141b.  of  roach  and 
rudd.  All  the  best  fish  have  fallen  to  the  maggot. 
Although  when  the  wind  has  been  in  the  cold 
quarter — north  or  north-east — it  has  scarcely  been 
possible  to  move  a  jack,  several  have  been  killed 
vmder  more  favourable  conditions.  In  the  Market 
Deeping  district  of  the  Welland  Mr.  Charity  killed 
seven  on  one  occasion  recently,  and  ten  on  another; 
Mr.  Henfrey  had  five,  and  Mr.  Kilbum  three.  The 
heaviest  weighed  71b.  Pike  have  also  been  taken 
from  the  Forty-foot  weighing  up  to  71b. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Next  Saturday  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Society, 
Clifton,  have  arranged  for  a  lecture  from  a  well- 
known  angler,  and  all  anglers  are  cordially  invited 
to  attend.  They  are  very  proud  of  having  the 
Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  in  their  club  room. 
The  report  from  the  Bollin  states  that  the  welcom 
change  in  the  weather  has  put  angling  out  of  thf 
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question,  but  will  do  this  river  a  lot  of  good.  Thinga 
are  very  quiet  at  Warrington  and  Bolton,  excepting 
the  usual  state  of  things  in  autumn  with  club 
meetings  and  festivities.  At  Liverpool  they  are  just 
as  busy  as  ever,  and  quietly  arranging  and  just  as 
quietly  negotiating  contests,  etc.  Recent  con- 
cessions for  fishing  in  Corporation  waters  are  appre- 
ciated to  the  fullest  extent.  The  recent  rains  have 
induced  many  to  have  a  final  attempt  at  salmon 
and  sea-trout  fishing. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

At  last  the  weather  has  broken  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  now  having  some  water  to  fish  in  as  well 
as  dry  land  to  stand  on.  The  Silver  Grid  A.S.,  a 
new  club,  or  rather  an  old  one  resuscitated,  started 
their  first  year  last  Monday  with  great  promise. 
They  have  a  strong  executive,  and  intend  going  in 
for  angling  hot  and  strong  forthwith.  The  County 
Palatine  A.A.  annual  delegate  meeting  was  held  on 
Nov.  10,  too  late  for  any  notice  this  week.  An 
ordinary  meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  will 
be  held  in  this  city  on  Monday  (Nov.  14).  It  is 
very  pleasing  to  hear  of  the  continued  prosperity  of 
the  North  Manchester  A.S.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
in  the  coming  winter  some  steps  will  be  taken  to  get 
fishing  in  the  corporation  reservoirs. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  more  imsettled  since  Nov.  7, 
and  we  have  had  some  rain,  though  insufficient  to 
bring  on  a  rise  of  the  Trent.  Coarse  fish  or  bottom 
anglers  have  been  getting  good  baskets  of  roach  and 
dace  at  Cavendish  Bridge,  Barton  and  Atten- 
borough.  Burton  Joyce,  Hoveringham,  Hazleford, 
and  Famdon.  On  the  first-named  waters  on  Nov.  5, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Birks,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society, 
excelled  with  a  take  of  something  like  150,  including 
a  dace  of  8oz.  Dace,  as  a  rule,  do  not  run  large  at 
Shardlow,  and  Cavendish  Bridge  is  simply  a  division 
of  the  fishery,  the  two  being  rented  by  the  Welling- 
ton Society.  Two  days  previously  Mr.  J.  Greaves 
had  over  fifty,  and  I  heartily  congratulate  him,  for 
he  is  an  old  and  much-respected  member  of  the 
society,  and  never  grumbles  when  fishing  if  he  fails 
to  obtain  a  "  nibble."  Maggots  accoimted  for  the 
whole  of  the  quarry,  and,  using  it  above  Hazleford, 
Mr.  Willie  Coxon  and  Mr.  J.  Topham,  jim.,  have 
scored  freely,  not  oidy  amongst  roach  and  duce,  but 
amongst  chub.  With  pith  and  brains,  on  the  same 
stretch,  Mr.  J.  Henson  and  Mr.  M.  Foster  have 
caught  twenty -seven  big  chub  ;  and  lower  down  the 
river,  or  at  Fiskerton,  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  and  the  writer 
have  secured  thirteen  to  the  same  class  of  bait. 
Mr.  G.  Leech  (Derby)  has  killed  a  very  fine  pike  at 
Weston  ;  and  on  Nov.  3  Messrs.  H.  Spray,  F.  W.(K. 
Wallis,  and  N.  Woolley  with  a  friend  showed  forty- 
six  at  one  of  the  city  hotels.  They  came  from 
private  waters,  and  weighed  2cwt.  It  was  raining 
when  this  report  left,  and  possibly  the  Trent  may 
imdergo  a  change.    One  is  greatly  needed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  unusually  mild  weather  we  are  having  is  not 
in  the  angler's  favour.  The  rivers  are  all  very  low 
and  full  of  weeds  and  fallen  leaves,  and  of  the  latter 
there  are  many  more  to  fall.  Miles  of  the  best  water 
is  unfishable,  and  in  but  few  parts  can  a  day's 
angling  be  hewi  with  any  chance  of  success.  Not 
many  rods  have  been  out  this  week,  and  only  few 
have  had  decent  .sport,  having  to  travel  miles 
for  it.  A  clever  young  angler,  Mr.  C.  Avery,  of  the 
City  Club,  fishing  in  private  water,  had  an  excep- 
tionally good  day's  sport ;  he  caught  eighteen  brace 
of  fine  grayling  all  in  capital  condition — quite  a 
record  one  day's  catch.  Messrs.  Jones,  Williams, 
and  Thomas  had  also  a  nice  lot  each  of  Teme  dace 
and  grayling.  Others  went  farther  afield  and  fared 
worse.  All  say  the  trout  are  to  be  freely  caught, 
and  being  close  season,  they  were  continually 
returning  them  to  the  water — they  were  quite  a 
nuisance.  Sport  in  the  Avon  has  been  very  quiet, 
a  few  large-sized  roach  and  some  tidy  sized  bream 
were  taken  with  stewed  wheat,  and  several  fair- 
sized  pike  were  taken  with  live  bait,  and  some 
capital  perch  with  the  brandling  worm.  The 
Severn  is  in  the  best  condition  for  angling,  but  has 
not  been  much  fished.  Some  fair  dishes  of  roach 
have  boon  taken  with  paste  and  creed  wheat,  and 
some  large  chub  with  blood  and  brains  and  cheese- 
paste,  but  until  we  get  some  heavy  water  in  the 
rivers  to  clear  the  decayed  vegetation  and  leaves, 
but  little  sport  wiU  be  had. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  state  of  the  rivers — low  and  clear — has  been 
I  unfavourable  for  angling,  and  very  little  has  been 
i  done  among  local  rodmen.  Mr.  A.  Hick  and  Mr.  J. 
\  Foster  tried  their  best  a  few  days  ago  in  the  beck 

at  Wilberfoss  to  hook  roach  and  dace,  but  were 
'  unsuccessful.    Fish  were  as  sluggish  as  the  waters, 

and,  without  rising  to  the  worm,  were  content  with 
■  the  small  insects,  of  which  there  was  great  abun- 
:  dance.    Wednesday's    rains    produced  beneficial 


freshets,  and  these  served  to  wash  away  insect  life, 
but  the  high  winds  which  supervened  deterred 
anglers  from  venturing  abroad.  Pike-fishers  are 
hopeful  of  good  results  presently.  On  Nov.  8,  a 
day's  fishing  to  wind  up  the  season  was  undertaken 
by  a  party  representing  the  Clifton  A.C.,  and  several 
friends,  and  took  place  at  Newton-on-Ouse.  The 
high  wind  made  it  very  difficult  to  get  a  good  cast, 
but  results  were  better  than  had  been  anticipated, 
very  nice  samples  of  chub  and  roach  being  obtained 
Mr.  Simon  Armstrong  and  Mr.  J.  Parkin  tied  for 
first  place,  Mr.  J.  S.  Law  being  second,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Hodgson  third,  and  Mr.  F.  Sty  an  fourth. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  very  wet  and 
stormy  for  the  past  four  days,  and  all  waters  are 
heavily  flooded.  On  the'  principal  of  the  earlier 
rivers  salmon  are  pushing  on  to  the  spawning 
grounds,  and  they  are  reported  numerous  already 
on  the  redds  at  many  places.  Sea  angling  has  been 
very  good  at  several  places  on  the  southern  and 
Western  coasts,  but  since  Saturday  last  it  has  been 
brought  to  a  standstill  by  very  bad  weather.  The 
annual  meetings  of  the  Killarney  and  Waterville 
Boards  of  Fishery  Conservators  have  been  held 
recently,  and  from  the  accounts  submitted  both 
Boards  appear  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  financial 
condition. 

South  op  Ibeland. 
Rough  weather  prevailed  this  week.  The  majority 
of  the  rivers  are  rising  into  spate  after  the  rain. 
The  season  just  closed  on  the  Lakes  of  KiUamey 
was  considered  a  fairly  good  one  as  fishing  goes 
nowadays.  The  closing  month  was  an  indifferent 
one,  as,  indeed,  on  the  majority  of  Irish  waters. 
A  good  head  of  spawning  salmon  and  trout  are  up 
the  tributaries,  and  a  staff  of  bailiffs  is  on  duty. 
A  good  deal  is  expected  from  the  new  salmon 
hatchery  when  it  comes  into  operation.  In  the 
opinion  of  many  protection  of  the  natural  spawning 
grounds  is  the  great  desideratum. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttoc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,} 


TROUT  OR  SALMON  FISHING  IN  DIEPPE 
OR  BOULOGNE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  "  C.  H.  N.,"  trout  fishing, 
mostly  dry  fly,  can  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dieppe,  in  two  rivers,  the  Arques  and  Eaulue,  and 
there  is  a  large  local  ekssociation  to  improve  the 
fishing  in  these  rivers  and  their  tributaries,  where 
poaching  has  hitherto  been  very  rife.  The  Grand 
Hotel  has  some  nice  water  at  Arques  ;  I  believe  the 
charge  is  five  francs  a  day  to  visitors  not  staying  at 
the  Grand.  At  St.  Martin  Eglise  leave  can,  I  am 
told,  be  had  from  the  landlord  of  a  small  hotel  in  the 
village.    There  is  no  salmon  fishing  near  Dieppe. 

Near  Boulogne  are  the  Liane,  with  moderate 
trout  fishing,  at  a  moderate  yearly  subscription  to 
the  local  angling  association,  but  no  short  period 
tickets  ;  the  Canche,  an  hour  or  so  by  rail,  a  few 
good-sized  trout  and  a  very  occasional  salmon,  free 
at  Montreuil,  and  up  to  Beaumarie,  annual  payment 
of  ten  francs  at  Brimeux,  Marenla,  and  Beaurainville, 
some  good  trout  may  be  caught  on  May  Fly  ;  salmon 
never  known  to  rise  to  fly,  but  occasionally  caught 
on  heavy  Devon  minnows  and  wire  traces  ;  the 
tributary  Course,  a  pretty  trout  stream,  best  parts 
preserved ;  the  Blequin,  free  from  Nielles-les- 
B16quin  down  nearly  to  Aflringues,  but  fishing  very 
poor  ;  the  Temoise,  at  Blangy-sur-'Ternoise,  a  pretty 
stream,  ten  francs  annual  payment ;  the  Aa,  at 
Fauquembergues,  Renty,  etc.,  free,  or  leave  obtain- 
able, very  fine  tackle  required. 

But  I  do  not  consider  the  fishing  in  any  of  these 
waters  of  a  high  order  from  the  English  point  of 
view,  and  should  not  advise  an  angler  to  choose 
Dieppe  or  Boulogne  as  headquarters  solely  for 
fishing,  though  if  other  motives  took  him  there,  he 
could  enjoy  rambles  in  pleasant  country,  and  a  little 
sport.  If  "  C.  H.  N."  likes  to  write  to  me  privately — 
Calais  will  find  me — I  may  be  able  to  give  him  a  little 
further  information. — Yours  truly, 

Tweedside,  Nov.  6.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


SHOOTING  A  44lb.   AMERICAN  PIKE. 

Dear  Sib,  —  The  article  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  5,  page  329,  records  a  very  un- 
sportsmanlike way  of  "  killing  " — I  cannot  say  of 
catching — a  large  American  pike  or  muscalonge. 
The  idea  of  playing  the  fish  for  forty  minutes,  and 
then  the  anglers  becoming  so  excited  "  that  there 
was  the  fear  of  them  falling  out  of  the  boat,"  so  that 
at  last  they  fired  two  bullets  from  a  rifle  into  the 
pike,  and  thus  secured  it.  What  superb  sport !  and 
what  splendid  sportsmen  1    Heaven  save  the  mark  1 


After  all,  the  fish  was'a  "  skinny  specimen,"  fifty-two 
and  a  half  inches  long,  and  only  twenty-one  inches 
girth.  English  pike  are  of  much  better  shape  than 
American.  My  371b.  fish  was  forty-six  inches  long 
and  twenty-six  inches  girth.  Your  note  rather 
conveys  the  impression  that  Colonel  Thornton's 
(Scotch)  pike  was  701b.  ;  its  weight  was  estimated 
at  471b.,  as  his  steelyard  only  registered  up  to  291b. 
— Yours  truly,  Alfred  Jabdine. 

P.S. — I  see  this  muscalonge  was  attracted  by  a 
piece  of  salt  pork  on  a  No.  5  "  Skinner  spoon." 

RE  MANCHESTER  COTTON  SPINNING  LINES. 

Deab  Sib, — You  ask  the  question,  "  Are  our  lines 
dressed  with  the  same  dressing  ?  "  We  send  you 
vmder  separate  cover  100  yards  for  your  inspection, 
and  we  think  you  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
better  dressing  cannot  be  put  on  a  line.  We  have 
always  looked  upon  this  line,  being  twisted,  as  not 
so  good  as  plaited  lines,  and  may  state  that  the  only 
difference  between  our  make  and  that  we  used  to  buy 
is  that  tackle-dealers  will  be  able  to  sell  them  much 
cheaper.  This,  we  think,  would  make  a  very  good 
deep  sea  line,  but  not  so  good  as  several  lines  we 
make  specially  for  sea-fishing,  which  can  be  pur- 
chased from  any  tackle-dealer.  We  may  also 
mention  that  we  always  put  on  our  very  best  goods 
our  trade-mark  *  and  label,  which  guarantee  the 
quality.  We  shall  be  very  pleased  to  have  your 
opinion  on  this  line  at  your  first  convenience.^ — 
Yours  truly,  S.  Axlcock  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Standard  Works,  Redditch. 

[The  line  Messrs.  Allcock  send  reminds  one  of  the 
Manchester  Cotton  Company's  line  in  appearance — 
whether  the  dressing  is  the  same  or  not  I  cannot  say  ; 
anyway,  it  seems  to  be  a  very  good  dressing.  Unless 
I  am  mistaken  rubber  solution  was  used  in  the 
original  dressing,  and  for  that  reason  it  was  advisable 
not  to  grease  them,  but  they  were  excellent  for 
casting  lines  for  salmon  fishing. — Ed.] 


ELASTIC  CORD  ON  FISHING  LINES,  ETC. 

Deab  Sib, — The  last  of  your  "  Occasional  Notes  " 
(Nov.  5)  recalls  the  old  lady  who  had  a  difficulty  as  to 
some  of  her  ideas  being  quite  her  own  or  forestalled 
by  St.  Paul,  in  that  I  find  one  of  my  small  fishing 
contrivances  had  occurred  to  others.  Some  years 
since  I  used  Dr.  Brunton's  plan  of  a  piece  of  round 
elastic  between  reel-line  and  casting-line  to  obviate 
the  jerk  with  which  even  small  trout  often  carried 
away  flies  when  fishing  with  very  fine  or  elderly  gut. 
To  make  the  junction  neater  I  lapped  the  elastic  to 
gut  loops  at  the  ends. 

I  also  tried  a  more  complicated  and  less  satis- 
factory arrangement  of  narrow  spiral  springs  made 
of  very  fine  wire  playing  on  a  central  shaft.  Both 
of  these  were  laid  aside  chiefly  because  of  their  clum- 
siness, and  though  they  sometimes  prevented  acci- 
dents by  replacing  lost  elasticity  of  the  gut.  I  con- 
cluded that  if  they  saved  the  loss  of  some  flies  they 
failed  to  hook  so  many  fish,  as  would  have  been  the 
case  without  them.  I  never  used  these  springs  in 
bait-fishing. 

I  am  glad  to  have  found  interesting  information 
on  the  subject  of  gut  follow  my  heterodox  idea  of 
one  way  to  keep  it  from  drying  up.  What  splendid 
stuff  that  fifteen  to  forty-year-old  gut  of  Mr.  Butler's 
must  be  !  Like  Mr.  Tod,  I,  too,  have  sometimes 
kept  gut  in  tobacco-pouches — one  of  them,  the 
skin  of  an  albatross'  foot,  still  in  vise.  I  gather  from 
the  various  references  which  have  lately  appeared 
that  to  preserve  gut  it  should  be  kept  from  drying 
up  hard  if  possible,  the  moisture  of  the  air  in  which 
it  is  placed  being  a  question  of  degree.  I  have  now 
some  good  "  lightly  drawn  "  gut  bottled  in  air  not 
sufficiently  moist  to  precipitate  drops  of  water  on 
the  inside  of  the  glass,  and  shall  watch  its  condition. 
I  am  not  surprised  at  Mr.  Banks'  testimony  to  the 
staying  power  of  Hercules  casts. — Yours  truly, 

Beuwyan. 


HOW  TO  GET  RID  OF  CARP. 

Dear  Sie, — I  have  a  small  lake  of  some  four  to 
five  acres  with  a  tributary  stream  into  which  I  am 
anxious  to  introduce  trout.  It  holds  at  present 
hundreds  of  carp  and  roach,  some  of  the  former  being 
of  a  very  considerable  size.  There  is  also  a  fair 
number  of  large  predatory  brown  trout. 

I  had  intended  to  get  every  fish  out  shortly,  by 
the  simple  process  of  drawing  the  water  off.  To  my 
intense  surprise,  however,  on  going  down  last  week 
on  a  tour  of  inspection,  I  found  the  whole  of  the 
lower  end  of  the  lake  dimpled  with  the  rises  of 
fingerling  trout.  There  must  have  been  hundreds  of 
these  small  beggars,  and  no  one  had  any  idea  of 
their  existence. 

My  reason,  then,  for  writing  to  you  is  to  ask  if 
you  could,  through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  give  me  any  idea  as  to  how  I  am  to  deal  with 
the  carp,  and  how  to  get  rid  of  them.  To  run  the 
water  off,  as  originally  intended,  would  simply  meaa 
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the  death  of  all  those  young  trout.  I  may  add  that 
notting  tho  water  is  very  impracticable  owing  to  the 
various  obstructions  with  which  the  bottom  is 
studded. — Yours  truly,  M.  R.  L.  White. 

Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

[If  tho  carp  cannot  bo  netted  or  the  water  run  off, 
1  do  not  know  how  Mr.  White  is  to  get  rid  of  them. 
If  he  lives  to  a  hundred  he  will  never  get  them  all 
out  by  angling.  He  could  probably  kill  a  lot  by 
spearing  or  shooting  when  they  are  spawning,  and  it 
seems  to  me  the  best  tiling  to  do  is  to  kill  as  many 
as  he  can  in  this  way.  It  is  pretty  evident  they  do 
not  hurt  the  brown  trout  in  any  way — the  chief 
objection  is  tliat  in  some  wat(!rs  carp  keep  them 
muddy  by  working  about  in  the  mud.  I  hope 
somebody  may  be  able  to  help  Mr.  White  more  than 
I  am  able  to  do. — Ed.] 

ELSTREE  RESERVOIR. 

Deab  Sir, — I  enclose  cutting  from  the  People  of 
Nov.  C.  Elstreo  is  a  water  I  know  well,  and  is  cer- 
tainly looking  up  if  this  catch  is  as  reported.  It  is 
surely  an  extraordinary  "  mixed  bag  "  for  one  day's 
fishing.  I  cannot,  however,  quite  see  how  the  total 
catch  agrees  with  tho  other  weights.  It  is  also 
pleasing  to  notice  that  the  angler  has  not  been 
worried  with  any  ounces  in  his  weights,  all  the  fish 
coming  out  at  even  poimds. — Yours  truly, 

A.  HOBSON. 

Here  is  the  extract  from  the  People  : — 
'"  A  correspondent  informs  mo  that  no  less  than 
four  tons  of  fish  have  been  placed  in  the  large  reser- 
voir at  Elstroe,  having  been  transferred  from  the 
smaller  reservoir,  lately  run  off,  and  the  former  now 
abounds  with  fish.  On  Monday  last  Mr.  J.  R. 
Barker  caught  a  pike  of  181b.,  six  bream  (two  of  61b. 
each,  and  four  of  41b.  each),  besides  three  carp,  the 
largest  weighing  31b. — making  411b.  in  all.  Not  bad 
for  ten  fish." 

["  Old  Izaak  "  is,  of  course,  not  responsible  for 
all  that  he  publishes  from  correspondents  in  his 
interesting  column  in  the  People. — Ed.] 

GRAYLING  IN  THE  TEVIOT. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  very  best  of  grayling  fishing 
I  sho\ild  advise  "  Double  T,"  or  anyone  else,  to  go 
to  Wooler,  Northumberland.  He  is  then  almost  on 
the  banksof  the  Till,  which  is  swanning  with  grayling. 
Wooler  is  on  the  Alnwick  and  Cornhill  line,  change 
at  Alrmiouth  Statiim.  First-class  hotel  accommo- 
dation can  be  had  there. 

Another  very  good  spot  for  grayling  is  Chatton,  a 
few  miles  higher  up  tl.e  Till ;  most  comfortable 
quarters  can  be  had  at  the  Percy  Arms.  Chatton  is 
seven  miles  from  Belford  Station  (main  line.  East 
Coast)  and  four  miles  from  Ilderton,  Alnwiclc,  and 
Cornhill  branch.  In  the  event  of  going  to  Chatton, 
proprietor  of  hotel  should  be  written  to  saying  train 
to  meet. 

Grayling  are  not  so  numerous  here  as  at  Wooler, 
but  it  is  little  fished,  and  enough  sport  can  be  had 
to  satisfy  any  but  a  pothunter.  I  visited  Chatton 
several  times  last  winter,  and  on  each  occasion  got 
from  101b.  to  l'21b.  of  fish  daily.  I  am  longing  for 
fresh  wacer  to  be  off  again.  It  is  no  use  going  just 
now,  the  rivers  on  the  borders  are  dead  low,  and 
have  been  for  months.  Trusting  that  the  above 
information  may  be  useful, — Yours  truly. 

North  Wind. 


ANGLERS'  PRIVILEGES. 

Dear  Sir,— In  a  recent  number  of  the  Wigan 
Gazette  I  see  it  stated  that  "  Mr.  Alderman  Levi 
P>ooth,  J. P.,  was  the  first  man  in  England  to  obtain 
cheap  travelling  fares  for  anglers." 

As  this  has  also  been  claimed  for  London,  Man- 
elioster,  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  and  other  places,  I 
should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  would  kindly 
give  any  information  on  this  most  interesting 
subject.  Personally,  I  incline  to  London  as  being 
tho  first  place. — Yours  truly,  Coch-y-Bondhu. 

SIZE  OF  FRESH-WATER  EELS. 

Dear  Sir, — When  staying  near  Taunton  last 
week  I  saw  an  eel  weigliing  Olb.,  forty-three  inches 
in  lengtli  and  nine  inclies  in  girth.  I  shall  be  glad 
if  you  will  kindly  tell  mo  if  this  is  an  unusual  size 
for  a  fresh-water  eel.  It  was  speared  by  a  farm  hand 
with  a  fork. — Yours  truly,  E.  C.  P. 

Castle  Douglas. 

[A  (jib.  fresh-water  eel  is  not  at  all  common,  at  the 
same  time  it  cannot  bo  called  extraordinary,  as 
fresh -water  eels  two  and  three  times  tho  size  have 
boon  taken  in  this  country. — Ed.] 


TO  PRESERVE  GUT. 
SiR^ — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  discussion 
in  your  paper  re  preserving  gut;  I  wish  to  give 
anglers  a  tip.    Buy  a  few  pair.s  of  dress  preserves  as 
used  by  drosamakors.    They  are  made  of  thin  india* 


rubber,  covered  outside  with  silk,  edges  taped ;  several 
pairs  sown  together  so  as  to  make  pockets  and 
backed  with  a  leather  cover  make  one  of  the  best 
and  handiest  carriers  for  your  gut  that  I  know  of. 
Anyone  can  make  it  themselves  at  a  very  small 
cost. — Yours  truly,  W.  G.  Woodall. 

THE   "DEAL"   SEA  LEAD. 

Dear  Sib, — We  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  allow  us 
to  disclaim  any  responsibility  for  calling  the  above 
named  sea  lead  a  "  1904  novelty."  We  introduced 
this  lead  some  years  ago,  and  it  has  been  advertised 
by  ourselves  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  so  many  times 
that  few  of  your  readers  but  recognise  it  as  an 
old  idea.  » 

Now,  Messrs.  Allcock  are  perfectly  welcome  to 
the  idea  (unfortunately  we  did  not  protect  it),  but 
wo  W(mld  suggest  that  they  do  not  call  it  a  "  1904 
novelty." — Yours  truly, 

A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd. 


MUTILATED  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  received  an  81b.  pike 
from  Mr.  W.  Starling  (one  of  our  members).  It 
was  caught  in  tho  Lea  near  Broxboume.  I  notice 
that  part  of  the  tail  is  missing.  An  old  Lea  angler 
informs  me  that  it  is  a  custom  amongst  bank 
fishermen  when  catching  undersized  fish  to  "  snip  " 
a  small  piece  off  tlie  tail,  so  that  "  we  shall  know 
him  again."  Will  you  kindly  call  attention  to  this 
really  barbarous  practice.  Lea  anglers  should  know 
better.  The  "spoiled"  fish  is  at  Gillett's,  Fetter- 
lane,  under  orders  for  "  setting  up." — Yours  truly, 
Sid  Ransom, 
Sec.  Lychnobito  Angling  Society^ 

[Undersized  fish  should  be  returned  as  carefully 
as  possible,  and  do  not  require  to  be  "  snipped," 
especially  when,  as  in  this  instance,  the  whole  tail 
was  very  nearly  destroyed.] 

SEA  ANGLING  AT  DOVER. 

Dear  Sib, — Great  changes  have  recently  taken 
place  at  Dover :  perhaps  some  of  your  readers  could 
say  if  the  place  has  improved  for  pier  anglers.  The 
great  new  pier  runs  out  a  long  way  and  should  be 
a  good  place.  Are  anglers  allowed  to  fish  on  it  ? — 
Yours  truly,  Subscriber. 


LOW  WATER  AND  SEWAGE  IN  THE  EDEN— 
MARKED  FRY  DEAD— A  QUERY. 

Low  Water  and  Sewage  in  the  Eden. 

Dear  Sir, — Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  theory, "  Where 
there  is  no  water  there  is  no  fish,"  has  been  thoroughly 
exemplified  by  the  condition  of  the  salmon  angling 
of  the  Eden  this  year  1904.  Last  year  there  would 
be,  I  am  convinced,  a  thousand  salmon  for  one 
this  year  above  the  city  of  Carlisle.  Below  the 
to%vn  where  the  sewage  matter  is  thrown  into  the 
stream  a  state  of  things  existed  which  is  almost 
indescribable.  The  rocks  were  covered  with  a  thick 
mantle  of  matter  which  was  not  unlike  the  fur  of 
a  long-haired  animal.  Each  time  your  bait  or 
lead  or  trace  touched  it  it  adhered,  and  to  look  at 
had  the  appearance  of  an  oyster.  It  was  far  from 
safe  to  walk  upon.  On  Nov.  4  suddenly  the  water 
became  coloured  with  sewage  matter  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  was  positively  repulsive,  the  river 
becoming  a  literal  sewage  pipe.  The  day  previous 
I  saw  seven  salmon  rising  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
below  the  entrance  of  the  sewage  to  the  river,  but 
on  the  day  of  which  I  speak  not  one  of  these  fish 
were  seen.  I  with  others  gave  it  up  in  disgust. 
Another  quarter  of  a  mile  below  plenty  of  salmon 
were  showing,  but  though  they  were  persistently 
tried  with  all  kinds  of  baits  and  flies  not  one  would 
rise.  One  gentleman  fished  a  whole  fortnight,  and 
personally  I  fished  a  week  and  had  never  a  chance. 

This,  then,  is  the  sum  of  low  water  and  sewage 
matter  of  which  the  recollection  is  far  from  sweet. 
I  understand  where  the  tide  meets  the  river  quite 
a  bank  has  been  formed,  consequently  we  caimot 
expect  the  sahnon  to  face  the  polluted  water. 
Mabked  Fry  Dead. 

We  observed  several  small  fry  about  two  inches 
long  dead,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  the  river 
had  poisoned  them.  Later  on  I  tried  about  half  a 
mile  above  the  sewage  entrance  and  found  several 
otlicr  fry  same  size  dead,  but  observed  they  were 
all  deformed  in  the  tail,  evidently  some  private 
mark. 

A  QUEBY. 

I  understand  the  Corporation  of  Carlisle  have  the 
right  of  making  every  third  draw  with  the  net 
below  the  city. 

Tho  water  has  latterly  been  leased  almost  entirely 
by  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Cargo,  to  Lord  Lonsdale,  con- 
sequently ho  has  the  right  to  make  two  draws  and 
the  Corporation  of  the  city  one  draw.    Mr.  Bobinaon 


has  latterly  allowed  the  Angling  Association  to  fish 
with  the  rod  as  far  as  Grinsdale  Island,  about  two 
miles  of  water.  From  Grinsdale  to  RockclifT,  aboiit 
three  miles  of  really  good  water,  he  has  latterly 
let  as  far  as  rod  fishing  was  concerned,  but  pre- 
viously he  used  to  let  the  whole  stretch  of  water 
to  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association.  We  are 
indebted  to  him  for  the  water  referred  to,  but 
what  I  wish  to  ask  is,  have  we  or  have  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  city  not  a  right  to  ply  the  rod  also  ? 
Mr.  Robinson  apparently  claims  sole  possession  for 
rods,  though  sharing  the  netting.  Again,  the  greater 
portion  of  the  water  referred  to  is  tidal,  and,  being 
so,  have  the  public  no  claim  to  fish  with  the  rod  in 
such  water  ? 

The  reason  for  putting  this  query  is  not  to  cause 
strife,  but  to  know  the  real  position  of  each  party, 
and  also  as  Mr.  Robinson's  lease  expires  this  year, 
whether  when  a  new  lease  is  granted  either  to  him 
or  others  this  point  can  be  cleared.  It  is  thought 
we  have,  as  citizens,  some  claim.  In  the  past  the' 
claim  was  never  raised,  as  the  Association  wore 
able  to  rent  the  water  from  Mr.  Robinson,  which  I 
daresay  they  would  do  again  ordy  he  has  for  the 
last  three  years  preferred  to  let  to  another. 

I  have  talked  lately  with  several  committee  men, 
and  each  has  put  forth  the  same  expression,  namely, 
"  no  one  will  move  in  the  matter,"  but  surely  if  a 
committee  is  of  any  use  they  should  each  move  V 

Judging  from  what  I  see,  there  appears  to  be  a 
strong  element  of  jealousy  and  bad  feeling  amongst 
many  of  the  committee  which  would  be  well  to 
bury,  and  an  amicable  spirit  substituted  in  the 
interests  of  the  sweetest  of  recreation  to  the  tired 
office  or  shop  worker. 

Perhaps  an  effort  can  be  put  forward  to  engender 
a  better  feeling  and  recognise  the  valuable  rights  com- 
bination often  wins. 

I  hope  before  the  opening  of  sea8on''1905  to  hear 
we  are  again  the  happy  possessors  of  the  Caldow 
stretch,  the  only  really  good  piece  of  water  we  have 
had  in  1904,  due  to  climatic  conditions,  and  also 
that  we  are  again  favoured  by  Mr.  Mclnnes,  who 
has  been  exceptionally  good  to  the  association,  and 
that  our  position  with  respect  to  Mr.  Robinson's 
water  be  made  clearer,  with  a  maintenance  of  tho 
best  of  feeling  with  that  gentleman,  as  our  remarks 
are  not  intended  to  create  ill-feeling  but  establish 
an  amicable  understanding,  and  that  we  have 
obtained  the  Petterill  from  Wreay  to  Carleton  or 
Carlisle,  as  I  am  sure  the  Dean  and  Chapter  and 
the  various  riparian  owners  can  be  approached 
without  fear  if  someone  will  only  sink  their  feelings 
for  the  common  good. 

Apologising  for  such  a  long  letter, — Yours  truly, 

Etterby  Wath. 


A  41l,B.  ENGLISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— I  read  with  interest  your  note  on  the 
441b.  muscalonge  (or  American  pike)  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette.  But  with  all  due  deference  to  Mr, 
Jardine's  371b.  pike — which  I  have  seen — it  is  hardly 
the  "record"  pike  taken  in  English  waters  of  lat© 
years. 

If  any  of  your  readers  like  to  take  a  journey  to 
Leytonstone-road  (ten  minutes'  tram  journey  from 
Stratford),  and  call  in  at  the  Plough  and  Harrow, 
Leytonstone-road,  they  can  see  a  411b.  pi'.ie,  caught 
at  or  near  Cambridge  not  long  ago.  The  fish  is  well 
set  up  and  cased  in  approved  style,  and  I  took  tho 
length  (end  of  snout  to  end  of  tail),  48in.  It  is  a 
handsome — not  "  pot-bellied  " — thick  fish.  How  it 
was  caught  is  (like  the  origin  of  "  Jeames")  "  wropt 
in  mistry."  But,  however,  it  is  well  worth  a  journey 
by  those  anglers  within  easy  reach  of  Liverpool- 
street  Station  (Mr.  Jardine  included). 

There  may,  of  course,  be  even  larger  pike  than 
this  in  some  preserved  English  waters,  but  although 
T  have  seen  a  good  many  big  pike  during  the  laat 
forty  years,  this  is  the  largest  I  have  come  across 
"  made  in  England." — Yours  truly,    A.  Hobson. 

P.S. — Since  I  wrote  above  letter  I  happened  to 
meet  Mr.  J ardine,  and  he  will  look  at  the  fish  and 
give  his  opinion. 

Mr.  Jardine  says: — 

"  I  met  a  Mr.  A.  Hobson  yesterday  who  told  mo 
he  had  written  to  you  about  a  pike  at  the  Plough 
and  Harrow,  Leytonstone-road,  which  was  said 
to  have  weighed  411b.  when  it  was  caught  many 
years  ago. 

"  I  went  laat  evening  to  inspect  the  fish,  which  la 
no  bigger  than  my  Sussex  .|pike  of  3111?.,  which 
measured  45in.,  jaw  to  fork,  and  24in.  girth,  when. 
I  caught  it,  Feb.  23,  1882,  on  gut  paternoster.  This 
Plough  and  Harrow  fish  measures  45 Jin.,  jaw  to 
fork,  and  24in.  girth,  thus  the  outside  weight  of  it  was 
321b.  How  pike  do  increase  in  size  and  weight  after 
capture ;  in  another  ten  years  or  so  it  will  increase 
to  45lb.,  or  perhaps  481b.  It  is  'an  infant  com- 
pared with  your  1893  371b.  Shannon  pike,  or  with 
my  361b.  and  371b.  Bpecimens." 
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The  Next  New  York  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 

Tournament. 
ilR.  C.  G.  LE\^sox  kindly  sends  me  some  infor- 
mation which  will  be  useful  to  British  and  Irish 
anglers  who  may  think  of  competing  at  the  next 
New  York  Tournament.  It  must  be  remembered 
the  affair  takes  place  in  a  building,  and  that  salmon 
tiy  casting  is  not  possible. 

"  Dear  Sir, — While  the  echoes  of  the  recent 
tournament  are  yet  reverberating  may  be  none  too 
soon  to  call  the  attention  of  those  anglers  who  may 
intend  coming  over  to  compete  in  the  one  to  be  held 
here  in  New  York  City  next  February  to  the  tackle 
required  for  use  in  the  limited  or  light  fly  rod  contests. 

"  The  necessity  for  this  is  suggested  by  the  fact 
that  in  your  light  rod  contests  the  weight  limit  of 
r)|oz.  did  not  conform  to  ours,  and  therefore  great 
disappointment  might  be  caused  should  similar 
weight  rods  be  brought  over  here  thinking  they 
would  be  eligible  in  our  limited  contests. 

"  The  standards  for  our  light  fly  rod  competitions 
are  for  rods  weighing  4oz.  and  5oz.  with  the  following 
allowances  as  per  rule  16  : — 

"'Rule  16. — In  all  events  where  the  weight  of 
the  rod  is  limited,  an  allowance  of  three-quarters  of 
an  ounce  shall  Fje  made  for  a  solid  metal  reel  seat, 
and  three-quarters  of  an  ounce  for  an  independent 
handle,  providing  such  handle  and  butt  joint  of  the 
rod  are  each  made  with  the  usual  metal  ferrule.' 

"  This  should  make  it  very  plain  that  unless  a  rod 
has  a  full  metal  reel  seat  or  an  independent  handle, 
or  both,  that  it  must  weigh  not  more  than  4oz.  or 
5oz.  to  1)6  eligible  for  either  of  these  events. 

"  In  the  next  and  all  our  future  tournaments  it  is 
almost  certain  that  to  benefit  by  these  allowances  a 
rod  must  Ije  made  similar  to  ours  in  three  pieces 
joined  by  metal  ferrules.  This  restriction,  if  added, 
will  be  to  prevent  any  advantage  lx;ing  taken  of  the 
allowances  by  rods  made  in  only  one  or  two  pieces 
or  with  spliasd  joints. 

"  It  is  to  Ije  hoped  that  some  of  your  best  men 
may  get  together  to  cast  individually  and  to  meet 
ours  for  one  or  two  team  contests,  which  can  no 
doubt  be  satisfactorily  arranged  providing  our 
tournament  committee  be  communicated  with  some 
time  in  .January,  or  earlier  if  jrossible. 

"  It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  management 


of  our  tournaments  to  aid  would  be  contestants  in 
every  reasonable  way,  and  to  this  end  the  stand, 
except  while  a  contest  is  actually  under  way,  is  open 
for  practice  from  ten  o'clock  a.m.  until  eleven  o'clock 
p.m.  The  lures  to  be  used  for  bait  casting  are 
always  made  known  long  before  the  event  to  allow 
ample  time  for  practice  with  them.  The  period  of 
five  minutes  for  the  fly  casting  events  does  not  begin 
until  the  contestant  is  ready,  when  he  so  notifies 
the  judges,  and  in  consequence  he  is  sure  of  the  full 
time  for  actual  casting. 

"  Under  such  favourable  conditions,  those  who 
niay  come  over  to  compete  may  rest  assured  that 
before  the  critical  moment  of  the  competitions 
they  will  be  afforded  every  opportunity  to  become 
accustomed  to  the  extremely  fascinating  surround- 
ings peculiar  to  an  indoor  tournament. — Yours  truly, 

"  C.  G.  Levison. 

"  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Nov.,  1904." 

Having  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Mr.  T.  E. 
Batten,  of  Forest  and  Stream,  I  sent  Mr.  Levison's 
letter  to  him  to  ask  if  I  was  not  correct  in  supposing 
that  all  the  casting  at  the  New  York  Tournament 
is  done  in  a  building,  and  that  there  is  no  space  for 
salmon  fly  casting.  Mr.  Batten,  who  is  himself  a 
prize  winner  at  the  tournament  (for  accuracy  casting 
under  obstacle),  kindly  replies  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Replying  to  your  favour 
of  this  date(Nov.  11),  I  beg  to  say  that  your  pencil 
sketch  is  entirely  correct.  I  might  add,  however,  that 
this  indoor  casting  is  rather  in  favour  of  the  caster, 
inasmuch  as  he  has  absolutely  no  wind  conditions 
or  variations  to  contend  with.  Thus,  in  a  contest 
lasting  for  perhaps  two  hours,  the  first  and  last 
contestant  are  on  equal  terms  in  this  particular. 
Another  feature  of  interest  lies  in  the  fact  that  whilst 
these  contests  are  held  indoors,  the  afternoon  events 
are  done  in  broad  daylight,  this  portion  of  Madison- 
square  Garden  being  under  skylights.  The 
evening  contests,  of  course,  are  under  big  arc  electric 
lights,  but  extremely  difficult  owing  to  the  fact  that 
even  under  strong  lights  it  is  most  impossible  to  see 
one's  line. 

"  As  to  Mr.  Levison  being  correct  as  to  three-piece 
rods,  etc.,  I  am  at  sea,  but  presume  he  knows  what 
he  is  talking  about.  Should  he  be  -wrong,  you  will 
soon  know  it  after  the  Fishing  Gazette  reaches 
America. 

"  I  heartily  join  him  in  hoping  some  of  the  old 
and  new  school  of  anglers  from  England  will  be 
with  us.'' 

Pike  in  the  Lune. 

Mr.  E.  Phillips,  of  Lancaster,  sends  me  this 
extract  from  a  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Lune 
Fishery  Board :  — 

"  an  intimation  about  pike  fishing. 

"  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  E.  Phillips  stating 
that  he  had  obtained  perm'ssion  from  a  riparian 
owner  to  fish  for  pike  in  his  stretch  of  the  Lune,  and 
that  he  intended  to  use  this  permission.  He  also 
asked  for  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  Board. 

"  Mr.  Armitage  :  'What  if  he  hooks  a  salmon  ?  - 

"  The  Clerk  :  '  That  is  what  I  want  to  know.' 

"  The  matter  then  dropped." 

Mr.  Phillips  has  permission  from  Colonel  Foster, 
riparian  owner,  to  fish  his  length  for  pike.  The 
river  swarms  with  them.  The  board  have  no  power 
to  object,  but  they  don't  like  the  idea  of  his  fishing 
on  the  off-chance  of  his  getting  a  salmon.  They  seem 
to  think  that  it  is  illegal  and  wrong  to  fish  for  pike 
in  a  river  containing  salmon.  Yet  the  Fishing 
Gazette  every  week  in  the  winter  shows  that  pike 
are  angled  for  and  caught  in  salmon  rivers,  and 
what  is  more,  it  is  a  very  rare  thing  to  hear  of  an 
angler  hooking  a  salmon  when  pike  fishing  in 
winter.  Seeing  that  we  know  what  great  damage 
pike  do  among  the  salmon  fry  and  smolts,  it  is 
incomprehensible  why  the  board  object  to  anglers 
killing  them.  R.  B.  Marstonj 
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Mr.  Donald  Walker,  of  the  Welham  Park  Fish 
Hatchery,  Ltd.,  Malton,  Yorks,  sends  us  a  well  got 
up  and  illustrated  price  list,  from  which  we  see 
that  this  hatchery  supplies  eyed  ova,  fry,  year- 
lings, and  two-year-olda  of  brown  trout.  Loch 
Leven  trout,  brook  trout  {S.  jontinalis),  and  rainbow 
trout.  We  are  glad  to  see  they  lay  great  stress 
on  the  importance  of  natural  food  for  trout,  and 
supply  water  and  marginal  plants,  snails,  shrimps, 
caddis,  worms,  etc,  The  illustrations  show  some 
attractive  ponds. 


DEATH  OF  MRS.  ALLCOCK. 

Many  hundreds  of  oar  readers  at  home  and  abroad 
are  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Sarn,ud  AUcock, 
the  much  respected  head  of  the  great  Redditch  House, 
and  they  will  join  with  'us  in  expremin/j  sympathy 
with  him  and  his  family  in  the  sad  loss  they  have 
sustained  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Allrxjck.  The  following 
notice  from  the  Redditch  Indicator^'  shows  what 
great  interest  was  taken  and  good  work  done  by  the 
deceased  lady  in  Redditch,  which  is  by  far  the  greatest 
centre  of  fish-hook  and  tackle  manufacture  in  the 
world. — Ed.  Fishing  Gazette. 

"With  deep  regret  we  have  to  announce  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Jane  AUcock,  wife  of  Mr.  S.  AUcock,  .J. P., 
who  passed  away  at  five  o'clock  on  Thursday, 
Nov.  10,  at  her  home,  the  '  Cedars,'  Redditch. 
Although  it  was  generally  known  that  Mrs.  AUcock 
had  recently  had  a  serious  attack  of  illness,  there 
was  no  apprehension  until  a  few  days  ago  that  the 
end  was  so  near.  Some  three  months  bapk  Mrs. 
AUcock  had  an  apoplectic  seizure  which  left  her  with 
slight  paralysis.  From  the  effects  of  this  attack, 
however,  Mrs.  AUcock  had  apparently  almost  entirely 
recovered.  She  was  able  to  resume  attention  not 
only  to  ordinary  private  affairs,  but  also,  in  some 
measure,  to  her  public  duties.  Unhappily,  however, 
Mrs.  Allcock  sustained  another  and  more  serious 
seizure  on  Friday  last,  from  the  effects  of  which  she 
never  recovered.  She  rapidly  lost  strength  and  died 
as  stated  on  Thursday  morning.  Mrs.  AUcock' s  loss 
will  be  keenly  felt  arid  sincerely  mourned,  not  only 
by  the  members  of  her  family  and  relatives,  but  by 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  by  the  poor  throughout 
the  whole  district.  The  deceased  lady,  who  was  in 
her  sixty-fourth  year,  was  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr. 
Charles  Playfair,  of  Aberdeen,  and  was  married  to 
Mr.  S.  Allcock  in  1878.  From  the  earliest  months 
of  her  residence  in  the  district  Mrs.  Allcock  com- 
menced to  take  an  active  interest  and  most  useful 
part  in  charitable  and  religious  movements  in  the 
district,  and  in  other  public  work,  and  soon  had 
won  not  only  the  respect  and  esteem  but  also  the 
affectionate  regard  of  all  with  whom  she  came  in 
contact.  In  the  limits  of  such  a  necessarily 
incomplete  article  as  this  it  is  only  possible  briefly 
to  refer  to  a  few  of  the  numerous  useful  and 
charitable  movements  with  which  Mrs.  Allcock 
was  connected,  and  worked  sd  zealously.  First 
mention  may  perhaps  fittingly  be  made  of  the 
Redditch  Nursing  Association.  Had  Mrs.  AUcock' s 
public  work  begun  and  ended  with  her  efforts  in 
connection  with  this  useful  local  institution,  she 
would  by  this  alone  have  established  a  claim  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  poor  of  the  district.  She  took  a 
leading  part  in  its  formation,  fostered  and  encouraged 
its  growth,  and  pleaded  for  its  support.  Whatever 
good  the  association  has  accompUshed — and  its 
value  is  now  fully  known  and  recognised — has  been 
largely  due  to  the  zealous  endeavour  of  its  treasurer, 
which  post  Mrs.  AUcock  fUled  up  to  the  time  of  her 
death.  About  ten  years  ago  Mrs.  Allcock,  with  her 
daughter.  Miss  Playfair,  was  elected  a  representative 
for  Redditch  upon  the  Bromsgrove  Board  of  Guar- 
dians. This  position  the  two  ladies  have  held  con- 
tinuously since,  and  by  their  close  and  sympathetic 
attention  to  the  important  duties,  have  fully  justified 
the  ratepayers'  choice.  A  proof  of  their  popularity, 
and  of  the  ratepayers'  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
work  they  have  done,  was  furnished  at  the  last 
contested  election  in  March,  when  the  two  ladies 
were  returned  at  the  head  of  the  poll.  During  the 
period  of  her  work  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
Mrs.  Allcock  and  Miss  Playfair  took  an  active  interest 
in  the  Brabazon  employment  scheme,  and  also  con- 
tinued the  useful  work  begun  by  the  late  Messrs. 
J.  Wright  and  A.  Booker  in  connection  with  the 
supply  of  coal  and  soup  to  the  poor  in  the  winter 
months.  Mrs.  AUcock's  work  as  a  guardian  did  not 
begin  and  end  with  the  attendance  at  the  fortnightly 
board  meetings.  She  made  close  but  unostentatious 
personal  iiiquiries  into  the  condition  of  the  deserving 
poor  of  the  district,  who  have  now  lost  a  good  friend. 
For  many  years  the  deceased  lady  was  president  of 
the  East  Worcestershire  Women's  Liberal  Associa- 
tion, and  in  this,  and  the  Women's  Suffrage  move- 
ment, she  displayed  an.tmceasing  lively  interest,  and 
gave  valuable  personal  and  financial  help.  We  are 
voicing  the  feelings  of  the  whole  of  the  townspeople  in 
expressing  deep  regret  at  the  loss  of  a  good  friend 
and  earnest  worker,  and  sympathy  with  the  sorrow- 
ing family.  The  funeral  of  the  deceased  lady 
took  place  at  Redditch  Cemetery  on  Saturday, 
November  12. '< 
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A  "BIT  FEY"  IN  FIFE. 


The  actual  experiences  of  anglers  are  always 
raore  interesting  than  any  theoretical  descriptions 
of  the  ways  and  means  of  catching  fish.  There  is 
a  reality  and  a  sincerity  about  iin  fait  accompli 
which  can  never  apply  to  a  thing  yet  to 'be 
performed. 

It  is  perhaps  this  which  lends  to  narratives  such 
as  that  of  Mr.  Geen  their  absorbing  interest  and 
fascinating  fieshness.  The  enthusiasm  which  the 
writings  of  Mr.  Geen  display  for  angling,  the 
gentlest  and  most  healthful  of  all  recreations,  is 
shared  by  many  a  son  or  daughter  of  this  tight 
little  island,  perhaps  by  no  one  more  thoroughly 
tuan  by  the  present  wi'iter. 

Enthusiasm,  however,  goes  for  very  little  without 
the  sinews  of  war,  and  if  perchance  we  cannot  give 
narratives  of  splendid  sport  in  many  lands  and 
various  waters,  wo  of  the  slender  pockets  and  the 
toilsome  lives  have  yet  had  some  day  which  we 
can  look  back  upon  with  a  glow  of  delight,  some 
d  lys  which  for  their  very  rar  tv  are  marked  in  the 
calendar  of  our  memories  as  sublime. 

Anglers  will  search  in  vain  the  columns  of  papers 
devoted  to  sport  for  the  doings  of  their  brethren 
in  the  kingdom  of  Fife.  Id  that  county  there  are 
but  three  streams  of  any  considerable  note — 
namely,  the  Eden,  the  Leven,  and  the  Orr,  their 
worth  as  trouting  streams  running  in  the  same 
order  as  here  named. 

The  Orr  suffers  very  considerably  from  pollution, 
and  as  it  is  the  largest  tributary  of  the  Leven  the 
latter  is  correspondingly  affected,  and  although  in 
some  of  its  upper  stretches  good  fishing  may  be 
had,  much  of  it  is  strictly  preserved. 

The  Eden  (the  Fife  Canal  as  it  is  called  by  some), 
on  the  other  hand,  is  a  splendid  trouting  stream 
above  the  county  town  of  Cupar,  while  from  thence 
to  the  sea  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  grilse  may  also 
fall  to  the  wiles  of  the  artful  angler. 

It  was  on  a  September  holiday,  some  four  years 
ago,  that  self  and  three  companions  betook 
ourselves  to  a  small  village  not  far  from  the  banks 
of  the  last-named  stream.  This  village,  for  purposes 
of  identification,  may  be  described  as  being  a  mile 
and  a  "bittock"  from  that  (for  an  Englishman) 
jaw-breaking  town  of  Auchtermuchty. 

From  our  destination  by  rail  the  way  lay  for  the 
first  part  of  the  journey  across  a  desolate  heathy 
moor.  Once  across  this  solitude  we  struck  into  a 
leafy  lane,  bordered  on  either  hand  with  gorse  and 
broom  and  trailing  bramble.  At  the  end  of  the 
lane  we  had  to  cross  a  bridge  over  a  small  affluent 
of  the  Eden.  Here  a  halt  was  called.  Many 
goodly  trout  could  be  seen  moving  languidly  in  a 
pool  just  a  few  yards  above  the  bridge. 

As  the  next  day  was  Sunday,  and  as  Monday 
was  the  day  appointed  for  the  grand  battue  to  take 
place,  it  was  decided  upon,  being  after  seven  o'clock 
at  night,  that  one  only  should  unship  h's  rod  and 
endeavour  to  procure  a  few  trout  for  Sunday's 
breakfast. 

We  dared  not  fish  upon  the  Sunday  in  this 
respectable  kingdom  of  Fife.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  small  village  would  have  held  up  their  hands  in 
holy  horror  at  any  such  proceeding,  and  would 
have  mentally  relegated  us  to  the  realms  of  eternal 
perdition,  or  worse  if  their  imaginations  could  rise 
to  it. 

Bowed,  therefore,  to  the  necessity  of  a  blessed 
custom,  I  proposed  myself  as  candidate  for  the 
position  of  capturing  some  of  the  finny  denizens  of 
the  pool.  No  remonstrances  coming  from  Tom, 
Dick,  or  Harry,  I  had  scon  everything  in  order  of 
battle. 

To  fish  with  the  fly  would  have  been  useless,  as 
trees  closely  lined  both  sides  of  the  s'tream,  and  in 
many  instances  interlaced  their  branches  not  far 
from  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  water,  more- 
over, was  so  calm  and  gentle  in  its  flow,  and  clear 
with  an  almost  spring-like  purity,  that  to  have 
ruffled  the  surface  anywhere  near  the  trout  would 
have  caused  them  to  perform  a  general  sauve  qui 
pent. 

I  therefore  made  use  of  a  Stewart  tackle,  with 
about  two  yards  of  the  finest  gut;  and  having 
carefully  hung  a  ruddy  brandling  upon  its  triple 
points,  I  cautiously  stalked  my  quarry  by  keeping 
a  massive  tree  trunk  between  us.  Pushing  the  rod 
slowly  forward  until  parallel  with  the  overhead 
branches,  I  released  my  line  and  trace  (which  up 
till  then  I  had  held  tight  against  the  rod),  and  with 
the  least  upward  action  of  the  top  of  the  rod  the 
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baitswung  outward  and  landed  without  the  slightest 
sp4aah  a  little  past  mid-stream,  and  not  manv 
yards  from  the  trout  I  wished  to  secure.  By 
gently  titivating  the  top  of  my  rod  when  the  worm 
grounded,  the  fatal  bait  was  gradually  edged 
towards  the  innocent  victims. 

Suddenly,  like  a  pack  of  hungry  wolves,  a  dozen 
charged,  and  before  I  knew  what  had  happened 
my  line  was  flying  downstream.  For  a  moment 
only  the  trout  had  his  own  way.  He  was  firmly 
hooked,  so  giving  no  line,  I  gently  led  him  up  and 
away  from  his  companions,  and  held  him  just 
opposite  me.  The  next  thing  was  to  get  him  out, 
always  a  dangerous  proceeding  amongst  trees  on  a 
high  bank  and  without  a  net.  By  reeling  in  till 
only  the  trace  and  an  inch  of  line  were  left,  and 
then  by  backing  gently  both  self  and  rod,  and 
combining  with  this  a  little  scientific  inward  swing 
of  the  trout,  I  managed  to  grass  him.  Trout  when 
lifted  from  the  water  gently  and  evenly  seldom 
struggle.  Of  course  all  this  had  to  be  done  quietly, 
still  keeping  the  friendly  tree  trunk  between  myself 
and  my  destined  prey. 

If  any  beginner  in  the  art  of  angling  should  read 
these  lines  and  have  the  desire  to  be  a  successful 
fisheiman,  let  him  above  all  other  things  impre-s 
upon  his  mind  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping 
himself  invisible  to  the  fish  he  intends  catching. 
In  this  manner  I  secured  other  three  nice  fish,  but 
it  was  slow  work,  and  then  very  unexpectedly  I 
had  "a  streak  of  luck  which  hu>tled  matters  a  bit. 
The  stream  suddenly  commenced  to  increase  in 
volume,  and  at  the  same  time  it  became  dis- 
coloured. I  learnt  next  day  that  this  was  owing 
to  a  miller,  about  a  mile  above  this  bridge,  having 
opened  his  sluice  gates. 

I  could  thus  take  up  a  more  favourable  position 
than  before,  and  in  less  than  twenty  minutes  I  had 
other  eight  goodly  fish  lying  exposed  to  the 
admiring  gaze  of  my  three  companions,  whose  fingers 
itched  to  be  at  the  same  game  as  myself.  Time, 
however,  the  inexorable,  will  not  be  denied,  so 
taking  this  pretty  little  capture  as  a  happy  presage 
for  the  Monday,  we  wended  our  jocund  way 
towards  rest  and  a  bed,  and  food  and  fire. 

Sunday  passed  over  in  a  delightful  fashion, 
strolling  along  the  river  bank,  noting  likely  places 
for  what  our  imaginations  fondly  and  earnestly 
conjectured  would  prove  to  be  ten-pounders.  The 
conclusion  arrived  at  after  a  general  survey  was  a 
gloomy  one,  it  being  the  unanimous  opinion  that 
never  had  the  water  in  our  experience  been  so  low, 
and  therefore  the  prospect  of  good  sport  reduced 
to  a  minimum.  Personally,  I  have  never  come 
across  since  so  consummate  a  reversal  of  expecta- 
tion as  our  catch  on  Monday  showed. 

Not  having  any  great  faith  in  the  adage  about 
early  rising,  we  did  not  rise  "  at  dawn,"  but  on  the 
other  hand  we  were  certainly  as  much  "  fired  with 
hope"  as  the  most  optimistic  angler  on  earth. 
On  emerging  into  the  village  street  we  were 
marshalled  by  Dick,  the  oldest  of  the  quartette, 
and  after  a  few  minutes'  consultation  Harry  and 
Tom  were  allotted  to  go  north  to  the  stream, 
while  Dick  and  I  proceeded  south  to  strike  its 
banks  at  another  point. 

When  passing  the  village  inn,  the  rotund  inn- 
keeper emerged  from  his  door,  which  barely  con- 
tained his  enormous  girth,  and  with  a  groan-like 
grunt  desired  of  Dick  the  information,  "Are  ye 
sendin'  oot  yer  scouts  ?  " 

Dick  replied  in  the  affirmative,  adding  that  it 
was  our  solemn  intention  to  create  ruinous  slaughter 
that  day. 

"  Ah,  weel,"  said  the  innkeeper  with  a  twinkle  in 
his  eye,  "see  an'  leave  yin  or  twa  tae  breed;  but 
I'm  thinking  she'll  be  gie  low  an'  clear  the  day.  I 
tell  ye  what,  I  could  len'  ye  twa  or  three  tattie 
bags  tae  fill  wi'  earth,  an'  then  ye  could  fling  them 
in  the  water  an'  jump  on  them!  The  troots  wad, 
maybe,  think  there  was  a  bit  spate  on  ;  at  ony  rate 
they  wad  na  see  ye  sae  weeL  See  an'  hae  a  bit  fry 
for  us  ornicht,  onywey." 

"  All  right,"  Dick  replied.  "  Not  such  a  bad 
idea  that  of  yours  about  the  bags — if  everything 
fails  we'll  remember  it ;  but  we'll  surely  manage  to 
get  enough  to  give  you  a  '  bit  fry  I  without  that 
alternative."- 

"  Oh  weel,  let  us  hope  sae.  Mind  ye,  there's 
mair  than  yin  wey  o'  gettin'  fish.  I  mind  mysel' 
o'  a  chap  comin'  tae  me  whan  the  water  was 
unco  scarce  for  the  len'  o'  a  hammer,  a  graip,  an' 
a  pail.  He  went  aboot  daddin'  ow'  the  big  stanes 
on  the  tap,  an'  he  managed  tae  stun  a  guid  puckle 
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troot,  an'  efter  that  he  lifted  them  oot  o'  the! 
water  intae  his  pail  wi'  the  graip."  ' 

"That  was  indeed  an  original  method  of  catching 
trout,"  I  replied,  laughing.  "  We  will  certainly 
make  use  of  your  valuable  hints  on  some  future 
occasion  should  we  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  put 
to  the  test." 

One  of  his  customers  approaching  at  this  moment 
enabled  us  to  make  our  escape  from  the  garrulous 
old  humbug,  whose  sole  idea  of  success  was  a  well 
filled  basket.  Master  Izaak  himself  would  have 
have  had  considerable  difficulty  in  explaining  to 
this  cynical  old  publican  the  why's  and  wherefore's 
of  an  empty  bag. 

We  were  not  long  in  striking  the  water,  which 
appeared  if  anything  lower  than  on  Saturday. 
Taking  opposite  banks,  and  appointing  a  bridge 
about  a  mile  down  the  water  as  our  rendezvous,  we 
commenced  sedulously  to  try  every  likely  spot  for 
lurking  trout. 

Alas !  after  three  hours'  ceaseless  endeavour  we 
found  on  meeting  once  more  that  our  net  take 
couMsted  of  one  miserable  specimen  of  a  trout 
about  seven  inches  long,  the  result  of  Dick's 
matchless  prowess. 

We  looked  at  each  other  for  a  while,  then  shook 
our  heads  gloomily ;  our  d  sappointmcnt  was  too 
great  for  words.  This  would  not  do,  however. 
Trout  we  had  to  get,  and  as  the  Ukeliest  spot  was 
a  pool  further  down  we  made  for  it.  it  was  now 
long  past  noon,  and  high  time  something  was  done. 

At  the  head  of  the  pool,  just  where  the  water 
entered  it,  was  a  small  fall,  caused  by  the  extreme 
lowness  of  the  stream,  for  under  usual  conditions 
the  water  here  ran  level  with  the  pool. 

Jumping  down  into  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and 
selecting  a  dry  part  to  stand  on,  I  flung  my  worm 
into  the  midst  of  the  fall  The  strong  current  soon 
whirled  it  into  the  pool  It  had  not  gone  far 
before  I  felt  a  sharp  tug,  and  then  like  a  flash  the 
Une  flew  to  the  other  end  of  the  pool.  Halting 
there,  the  trout  next  gave  several  vicious  tugs,  but 
finding  that  of  no  avail,  he  leaped  vigorously,  and 
though  not  much  over  one  pound,  he  looked  a 
beauty  as  his  silvery  sides  flashed  in  the  sunlight.' 
He  soon  tired  of  this,  however,  so  reeling  in  against 
the  current,  I  slid  him  gently  up  the  bank  and 
killed  him. 

Meanwhile,  Dick  on  the  bank  was  waiting  till  I 
had  finished,  and  then  pop  went  his  worm  very 
near  the  pool's  centre.  It  never  got  time  to  reach 
the  bottom,  for  it  was  instantly  seized  as  if  it  had 
been  a  fly,  and  his  line  was  soon  scurrying  in  every 
direction.  I  noticed  that  in  one  of  his  dashes  the 
trout  approached  near  some  piles  sunk  in  the  mud 
to  prevent  netting. 

"  Keep  him  off  those  piles,"  I  roared,  but  it  waa 
too  late ;  the  trout  saw  his  chance :  in  a  twinkling 
he  was  round  a  pile,  there  was  a  gleam  of  gold,  a 
jerk,  and  then  a  snap,  and  Dick's  line  floated 
limply  back  to  him.  During  the  two  or  three 
minutes  he  took  to  get  his  line  once  more  in  order, 
I  was  happily  engaged  whacking  out  as  many 
half-pounders. 

It  was  then  a  remarkable  coincidence  took  place, 
similar  to  Saturday's  experience.  The  water 
suddenly  came  down  in  a  muddy  torrent,  and  one 
could  then  without  difficulty  stand  quite  close  and 
unconcernedly  fish  without  exposing  himself  to  the 
trout.  I  took  up  a  position  at  the  tail  of  the  pool 
and  Dick  at  the  head.  Oh  !  the  rapacity  of  those 
trout,  how  hungry  they  must  have  been. 

Never  again  will  such  a  chance  come  our  way. 
Out  they  came  as  regular  as  clockwork,  and  when 
the  slaughter  at  length  began  to  diminish,  we 
counted  our  spoils,  and  the  number  was  one 
hxmdred  and  seventeen  fish,  all  over  half-a-pound. 
This  did  not  include  the  number  we  flung  back,  for 
half-a-pound,  as  near  as  we  could  judge,  was  our 
Umit,  and  we  must  have  returned  to  the  water  at 
least  fifty. 

It  was  pleasant,  after  two  hours  of  such  desperate 
killing,  to  sit  down  with  well-filled  pipe  and  con- 
template the  heap  of  beauties  at  our  feet,  and 
ruminate  on  the  number  of  people  we  would 
gladden  by  that — to  many  a  rarity — a  dish  of 
trout.  Well,  we  had  not  been  too  greedy  ;  we  had 
left  plenty  to  breed. 

We  had  not  sat  long  before  we  were  rejoined  by 
our  two  companions,  Tom  and  Harry,  whose  gasp 
of  astonishment  when  they  saw  our  pile  of  fisli 
highly  delighted  us. 

Tom,  the  doubter,  evidently  had  his  misgivings 
as  to  the  legality  of  our  methods  of  angling,  as  the 
fiirst  few  words  he  blurted  forth  showed:  liYou 
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didn't  catch  all  those."  His  total  at  that  time 
amounted  to  seven,  while  Harry's  basket  boasted 
the  enormous  total  of  three,  so  no  wonder  they  had 
their  suspicions.  However,  in  a  smaller  pool  not 
far  distant  they  soon  made  up  for  all  shortcomings. 

Well,  every  day  has  its  end,  and  this  one  had 
surpassed  our  fondest  expectations.  We  had 
realised  once  more  the  truthfulness  embodied  in 
the  saying,  "Try,  try,  try  again."- 

Hea\-ily  laden,  but  with  hght  hearts,  we  returned 
to  our  villagers,  and  more  than  one  Fifer  and 
Edinburgian  was  next  morning  enabled  to  say  his 
grace  over  a  "  bit  fry.'i  K.  H.  B. 


LOCH  CLUNIE. 


{Continued  from  page  346.) 

CoJiPABisoNS  are  said  to  be  odious  ;  not  always, 
surely.  At  any  rate,  they  are  sometimes  useful  as 
conveying  a  standard.  I  will  therefore  try  and 
convey  an  idea  of  the  Clunie  trout  by  comparing 
them  with  those  of  famous  lochs.  Mr.  Hamish 
Stuart,  in  his  very  interesting  book  on  loch  trout 
fishing,  cites  three  lochs  as  containing,  in  his 
opinion,  the  best  trout  in  Scotland ;  these  are 
Coille-y-bharra,  in  Knapdale,  Argyllshire,  Lower 
Bornish,  in  South  Uist,  and  Scarclett  (I  think),  in 
Caithness.  I  do  not  know  the  last-named  loch, 
but  the  others,  especially  Coille-y-bharra,  I  know 


with  worldly  goods.  The  drive  from  the  railway 
or  steamer  is  expensive,  and  the  hiring  to  the  loch 
each  day  from  the  inn  will  cost  about  half  a 
sovereign,  besides  riding  is  so  much  nicer  than 
crawiing  along  six  miles  an  hour  behind  a  pair  of 
ponies.  The  inn  only  possesses  two  bedrooms, 
each  with  two  beds,  but  as  at  present  the  place  is 
little  known  room  can  generally  be  bad  by  writing 
beforehand.  The  country  all  round  Clunie  is  grand 
beyond  description — high  and  very  steep  mountains 
surround  the  loch,  and  run  down  to  the  sea  at 
Loch  Duich.  Of  its  kind  there  is  nothing  in  Scotland 
to  compare  with  the  road  down  Glen  Shiel.  It  is 
like  the  photos  one  sees  of  the  Naerodal  in  Norway. 
The  whole  country  is  given  over  to  deer  forests. 
Of  course  there  are  no  cattle  on  the  hills  nor  any 
sheep,  and  in  consequence  no  shepherds.  One  may 
go  miles  and  see  no  houses  ;  even  the  keepers' 
houses  seem  shut  away.  His  Majesty's  mails  come 
twice  only  in  the  week,  and  if  you  want  a  letter 
to  go  away,  say,  on  Friday  you  must  write  it  on 
Wednesday,  and  you  cannot  get  a  reply  until  the 
following  Thursday.  Yes,  Clunie  is  a  grand  place 
for  a  quiet  holiday,  and  for  those  who  prefer  few 
and  good  to  many  and  small  it  is  hard  to  beat. 
What  the  place  really  wants  is  a  good  inn  on  the 
shore  of  the  loch  (the  present  inn  is  quite  six 
miles  from  the  fishing  ground),  with,  say,  six  or 
eight  beds.  The  loch  could  carry  four  boats  easily, 
in  which  case  it  should  be  cut  up  into  beats  as  if 


few  largo  black  spots  set  in  a  target  of  bright 
silver.  I  have  a  strong  suspicion  that  these  fish 
are  crossed  with  sea-trout,  but  whatever  the  out- 
ward appearance  may  be  all  the  trout  are  of  a 
splendid  shape  and  as  game  as  sea  fish. 

To  sum  up,  the  loch  is  good  now,  but  might  be 
made  much  better.  The  season  is  an  exceptionally 
long  one,  the  natural  strain  of  trout  of  the  best, 
the  feeding  in  the  loch  capable  of  supporting  many 
more  fish  than  it  at  present  contains — it  may  there- 
fore be  Said  that  there  are  present  the  finest  raw 
materials  for  making  the  loch  one  of  the  best,  if 
not,  indeed,  the  very  best  sheet  of  water,  for  pure 
inland  trout  in  Scotland.  A  moderate  war  should 
be  waged  against  the  pike,  and  possibly  a  few  Loch 
Leven  trout  might  be  put  in  with  advantage  ;  these 
trout  which  do  not  thrive  in  most  waters  to  which 
they  are  transplanted  (very  naturally)  would  do 
splendidly  in  Clunie — they  would  be  quite  at  home 
in  its  shallow  waters  and  on  its  sandy  banks,  and 
they  would  find  food  certainly  as  good  as  they  left 
behind  in  Fifeshire. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  place  side  by  side 
the  record  of  my  last  two  fishing  holidays  aM  show- 
ing how  the  inland  trout  of  Clunie  compare  with 
the  sea-trout  of  a  deservedly  famous  loch  : — 1903, 
Loch  Hope,  fifty  sea-trout,  87|lb. ;  1904,  Loch 
Clunie,  forty-five  brown  trout,  63 .'lb. 

Among  the  Hope  fish  were  three  which  weighed 
15lb.    If  these  exceptional  fish  be  deducted,  it  will 


A  Typical  View  op  Glen  Moeiston. 


Tpie  Old  Salmon  Ladder,  Moeiston  Kivee. 

(Note  ciaiie  at  wuik  on  left  ensased  on  the  New  Cnt  for  salmon  which  is  expected  to 
facilitate  the  niu  of  sea  tish.) 


pretty  welL  I  can  absolutely  corroborate  every- 
thing Mr.  Stuart  says  about  the  quality  of  the 
trout  in  the  lochs  mentioned,  but  I  think  that  if  he 
had  fished  Clunie  he  would  have  not  only  added  it 
to  his  list  but  given  it  the  pride  of  place.  My 
reason  for  so  thinking  is  not  that  size  for  size  the 
Clunie  trout  are  superior  to  the  Coille-y-bharra — 
they  could  not  well  be  that— but  that  while  fully 
equalling  the  Goille-y-bharra  trout  in  quality  and 
appearance,  they  afford  a  greatpr  range  of  s  ze,  and 
present  greater  possibilities  of  sport.  In  Coille-y- 
bharra  the  trout  are  wonderfully  even  in  s-ze.  I 
have  never  caught  one  of  less  than  lib.  or  of  more 
than  l^lb.,  although  I  have  no  doubt  there  are 
plenty  bigger.  One  soon  gets  to  feel,  therefore, 
when  one  has  hooked  a  fish  in  Coille-y-bharra,  that 
ho  will  be  somewhere  about  lib.  In  Clunie,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  is  all  the  charm  of  uncertainty.- 
He  is  almost  certain  to  be  a  decent  trout  (although 
I  have,  on  very  rare  occasions,  caught  quite  a 
little  chap),  but  whether  he  will  weigh  one,  or 
two,  or  even  three  pounds,  is  at  first  quite  an  open 
question. 

The  loch  is  usually  fished  from  the  Clunie  Inn, 
which  is  rather  an  inaccessible  hostelry.  It  lies 
about  twenty-five  miles  from  Invermoriston  on 
Loch  Ness,  and  a  little  nearer  to  Invergarry  on  the 
new  railway  from  Spean  Bridge  to  Fort  Augustus. 
The  roads  up  the  two  glens  of  the  Moriston  and 
the  Garry  are  indescribably  lovely.  It  is  only 
because  they  are  off  the  usual  tourist  beat  that 
the  guide-books  do  not  rave  about  them.  I 
should  strongly  advise  anyone  trying  Clunie 
to  take  his  bicycle,  unless  plentifully  endowed 


it  were  a  sea-trout  loch.  If  this  were  done  the  inn- 
keeper could  afford  to  do  some  work  at  netting 
the  pike.  The  fishing  would  quickly  improve,  and 
so  far  from  the  loch  being  injured  by  the  extra 
fishing  the  contrary  would,  I  think,  be  the  case. 
If  in  the  early  spring  months  the  bays  were  care- 
fully netted  no  injury  would  be  done  to  the  trout, 
and  immense  numbers  of  pike  would  be  caught  and 
great  destruction  effected  on  the  spawn.  At  the 
same  time  the  pike  would  not  be  exterminated, 
and  plenty  would  be  left  to  keep  down  the  small 
trout. 

The  foregoing  plan  would  be  the  more  profitably 
carried  out  in  Clunie  because  the  fishing  season  is 
an  unusually  long  one.  In  some  lochs  containing 
extra  big  trout  the  fly  rising  season  is  over  by  the 
end  of  May,  but  this  is  not  the  case  with  Clunie. 
April  is  often  a  capital  month,  and  the  fishing 
keeps  good  right  through  the  summer.  About 
three  weeks  on  either  side  of  the  longest  day  is 
perhaps  the  top  of  the  season,  but  good  baskets 
are  often  got  in  August,  and  September  is  excellent. 

The  loch  itself  will  delight  the  eye  of  the  angler. 
The  shores  are  a  succession  of  lovely  sandy  bays, 
and  the  water  is  shallow  for  some  distance  from 
the  shore  and  all  over  the  east  loch.  Thus  the 
chances  are  equalised  for  the  two  men  who  may 
be  fishing  from  one  boat,  and  neither  need  have 
any  feeling  that  he  is  either  himself  taking  the  best 
water  or  having  it  taken  from  him  by  his  partner. 

Broadly  speaking,  there  are  two  sorts  of  trout  in 
the  loch:  the  more  numerous  are  very  yellow  fish, 
with  rather  a  lot  of  red-brown  spots,  but  the  kind 
that,  to  my  mind,  are  the  pick  are  silvery  with  a 


be  seen  that  the  average  of  the  Clunie  trout  is 
almost  exactly  that  of  the  sea-trout.  I  do  not 
know  how  other  fishermen  feel,  but  somehow  I  feel 
more  gratified  in  catching  home-bred  fish,  whose 
qualities  are  due  to  the  water  in  which  they  per- 
manently live,  than  in  catching  emigrants  which 
owe  their  quality  to  distant  waters,  and  that 
steadily  lose  their  quality  during  their  annual  visit; 

J,  G.  G, 


CAEP  ON  A  FLY  KOD. 

When  a  dry  fly  purist  and  a  pillar  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Q\\\h  tells  you  in  a  tone  of  unconcern, 
without  a  semblance  of  shame,  that  he  and  a  brother 
killed  four  carp  on  worms  ledgering  with  a  fly  rod. 
it  affords  you,  if  you  are  an  avowed  coai-se-fishing- 
CiOrt-ground-bait  man,  considerable  satisfaction,  and 
when  such  recital  is  followed  up  by  an  invitation  to 
join  the  backshders,  your  cap  of  happiness  is  filled 
to  the  brim. 

Having  made  a  few  discursive  remarks,  which, 
judging  by  precedent,  appears  to  be  the  right  thing 
to  do  in  a  fishing  article,  I  will  descend  to  solid  facts 
touching  ways  and  means.  The  pond  where  the 
backsliding  occurred  is  some  hundred  yards  wide 
and  of  considerable  length  without  deptli,  and  is 
certainly  one  of  the  most  difficult  places  to  fish  -which 
it  has  ever  been  the  writer's  lot  to  try  ;  be  it  under- 
stood, however,  that  I  do  not  mean  that  the  fish  are 
possessed  of  abnormal  cumiing,  or  are  even  parti- 
cularly CO}',  but  when  it  is  mentioned  that  the  water 
is  only  some  lOin.  or  12in.  deep,  and  clear  at  that. 
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the  bottom  softish  mud,  and  the  vantage  point  from 
which  operations  have  to  be  conducted,  a  strip  of 
land  scarcely  two  yards  wide,  with  a  tall  hedge  at  the 
back,  it  will  be  allowed  that|it  cannot  be  described  as 
easy.  On  disombarkmg  at  our  station  the  writer's 
Beat-basket  was  the  recipient  of  much  scathing 
criticism,  but  was  voted  useful  when  it  came  to  the 
carrying  of  bottled  beer.  We  were  each  provided 
with  a  fly  rod,  my  own  a  little  greenbcart  8ft.  Gin. 
brook  rod,  with  a  lot  of  backbone  for  its  size,  and 
which  events  subsequently  proved  to  be  exactly  the 
right  thing  for  the  purpose,  albeit  doubts  may  be 
expressed  as  to  its  power  of  killing  anything  over,  say, 
31b.  or  41b.,  but,  unfortunately,  the  largest  taken  on  it 
weighed  but  2l\h.,  so  this  doubt  remains,  but  in  con- 
junction with  a  fine  Nottingham  twist,  a  yard  of 
finest  undrawn,  a  No.  9  Crystal  hook,  and  a  couple 
of  shot,  it  put  the  bait  out  beautifully  ;  we  tried 
lobs,  paste,  and  sundry  small  worms  assorted,  but 
in  the  end  were  more  or  less  unanimous  in  agreeing 
that  a  couple  of  medium  brandlings  or  cockspurs 
formed  the  best  bait.  The  method  of  fishing  was 
simplicity  itself ;  we  first  chose  a  spot  where  there 
were  no  weeds  for  some  15  yards  or  20  yards  from 
the  bank,  and  where  the  hedge  at  the  back  was 
comparatively  low,  and  casting  overhand,  giving 
plenty  of  time  for  the  line  to  extend  behind,  we  had 
no  difficulty  in  landing  sufficiently  near  the  weeds; 
the  rod  was  then  placed  in  a  forked  stick.  For  an 
hour  or  more  we  waited  patiently  without  result ; 
then  the  proud  spirit  of  fly  fisher  No.  1  rebelled,  and 
off  he  went  to  try  the  roach  in  the  lower  pond  with  a 
fly.  No.  2  stuck  to  his  guns  for  a  bit  longer,  then, 
after  requesting  the  writer  to  keep  an  eye  on  his  rod, 
off  he  went  to  dig  for  some  little  red  worms  which 
had  done  the  trick  on  a  former  occasion,  and  which 
were  said  to  bo  great  medicine.  Had  his  request 
been  properly  complied  with,  it  is  probable  that  one 
member  of  the  carp  family  would  not  now  be 
annoyed  by  something  sharp  sticking  in  his  lip — but, 
alack,  one  carlnot  expect  more  than  two  eyes  ;  this 
being  so,  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  that  some 
couple  of  yards  had  been  pulled  off  the  reel  before 
the  rod  could  be  seized  and  a  somewhat  violent 
strike  given,  but  no  resulting  tug  followed,  and  it 
was  not  until  attempting  to  rebait  that  the  writer 
found  that  the  carp  had  taken  the  hook  and  some 
6in.  of  gut  with  him  ;  for  some  short  while  life 
appeared  to  have  lost  its  charm,  and  the  tale  did  not 
appear  to  gain  attractiveness  in  the  telling  to  the 
returned  wanderers.  A  period  of  quietude  followed, 
at  length  broken  by  the  splashing  of  some  bread  and 
bran  thrown  in  much  to  the  disgust  of  Nos.  1  and  2, 
who  indulged  in  sundry  speculations  as  to  the  dimi- 
nution in  numbers  likely  to  result  from  fatty  degene- 
ration arising  from  over  indulgence  on  the  part  of 
the  carp  tribe  ;  the  beggars  may  have  indulged  in 
ground-bait,  but  our  worms  remained  untouched, 
and,  as  it  was  now  one  o'clock,  the  house  adjourned 
for  lunch.  Can  any  kind  reader  explain  why  fish, 
jack  perhaps  more  particularly,  will  bite  when  one 
is  lunching—  certain  is  it  that  they  always  seem  to, 
and  on  several  occasions  have  T  known  the  best  fish 
of  the  day  take  a  dace  just  touching  the  water  a  yard 
off  the  boat,  on  this  occasion  when  half  way  through 
our  jneal.  and  the  whole  performance  did  not  take 
long ;  out  ran  the  silk  twist,  the  nearest  luncher  ran, 
but  Mr.  Carp  apparently  felt  the  vibration  and  wisely 
dropped  the  bait  before  the  hook  could  be  driven  home. 
After  a  few  unparliamentary  remarks  more  bread 
and  bran  was  pitched  in,  and,  after  a  few  minutes, 
out  ran  the  same  line :  a  gentle  tightening,  followed 
by  a  splash  and  a  10  yards  rush,  and  carp  the  first 
was  fighting  for  dear  life,  and  domg  it  extremely  well, 
but  the  fine  undrawn  had  had  plenty  of  time  to  soak, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  few  rushes  the  weeds  must  have 
seemed  to  the  victim  considerably  farther  off  than 
the  net  into  which  he  eventually  tumbled.  The 
carp,  like  the  Fuzzy  Wuzzy,  has  the  reputation 
of  being  a  first-class  fighter,  and  on  a  little  rod  such 
as  this  certainly  does  put  up  a  very  pretty  fight ; 
the  steelyard  puts  an  end  to  our  speculations  as  to 
his  weight,  and  the  verdict  is  2|lb.  A  short  interval, 
then  another  run  on  the  same  rod,  this  time  a 
2-pounder,  and  then  a  roach  ;  but  still  no  knocks  at 
the  groundbaitless  worms.  i 

Towards  winding  up  time  the  backsHders  slid  a 
little  further,  and  graciously  permitted  the  casting 
in  of  ground-bait  near  their  respective  baits,  and 
noon  had  a  fish  apiece  ;  ground-bait,  albeit  messy, 
was  certainly  useful. 

In  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  the  style  of  fishing 
adopted,  I.  may  mention  that  during  the  whole  time 
the  writer  was,  on  a  second  rod,  using  a  ledger  with 
quite  a  small  bullet,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  trout, 


21b.  9oz.,  which  took  a  fancy  to  the  worm  when 
reeling  in,  and  was,  of  course,  returned,  and  one 
carp,  caught  nothing,  so  presumably  the  bullet  must 
have  gone  down  in  the  mud ;  but  it  is  possible  that 
the  disturbance  of  the  bottom  each  time  the  bullet 
came  out  had  something  to  do  with  the  success  of 
the  other  rod,  as  fish,  at  any  rate  in  shallow  water, 
seem  attracted  by  the  clouds  of  mud.  On  the 
homeward  journey  we  left  the  majority  of  our  catch 
with  mine  host,  who  belongs,  it  appears,  to  the  some- 
what rare  species,  the  IIvfi^iKavos  'lxOvor])nyos.  and 
by  whom  they  were  no  doubt  appreciated.  In  all 
wo  had  ten  carp  and  three  roach,  a  catch  which 
I  think  speaks  well  for  the  method  advocated;  the 
fish  certainly  gave  far  better  sport  than  they  would 
have  done  on  a  stiff  rod,  and  the  fact  that  there  is 
nothing  but  a  foot  or  so  of  line  to  catch  the  wind 
prevents  the  bait  dragging  as  generally  happens 
when  a  fioat  is  used,  and  a  drag  in  the  writer's 
opinion  is  generally  fatal  to  sport,  as  carp  are  pecu- 
liarly suspicious  and  easily  scared  ;  there  is,  more- 
over, nothing  but  a  shot  to  lift  when  the  bait  is  taken. 
No  claim  is  made  for  novelty,  but  the  writer  does 
not  remember  sef^ing  the  method  advocated  before, 
and  hopes  that  the  tip  may  prove  of  use  to  fellow- 
carpists  whose  quarry  haunt  similar  waters. 

Pklican. 


A  SEPTEMBEE  DAY  ON  THE 
TWEED  IN  1902. 

This  is  of  the  nature  of  a  personal  reminiscence. 
During  the  first  half  of  the  month  I  had  been  very 
closely  confined  to  business  while  my  chief  of  staff 
enjoyed  his  holidays.  On  his  return  I  felt  ready 
for  a  little  break  away  from  the  routine  of  exacting 
work,  and  my  thoughts  went  out  towards  Tweed- 
side.  My  instincts  prompted  me  that  a  quiet  day 
by  the  riverside  would  do  me  good.  It  did  not 
appear  to  me  that  a  companion  would  be  desirable. 
I  felt  as  though  I  could  not  be  bothered  with  anyone. 
A  very  selfish  condition  it  may  appear,  but  one  that 
points  to  the  need  for  a  rest.  When  in  such  a  state, 
if  one  can  get  an  ideal  companion  who  can  take  care 
of  himself,  who  does  not  require  to  have  a  drop  fly 
replaced  every  half  hour  nor  a  hook  taken  out  of  the 
back  of  his  coat  when  one  is  in  the  middle  of  a 
stream  where  the  largest  trout  are  rising,  I  say  take 
such  a  one  by  all  means.  Such  a  one,  however,  is 
not  always  on  hand  at  the  precise  moment  when 
most  desirable.  The  man  who  can  on  occasion  take 
a  quiet  day  by  the  river  all  by  himself  is-  not  a 
subject  on  which  to  waste  sympathy.  So  I  think. 
This,  however,  is  a  digression. 

On  Friday,  Sept.  19,  I  joined  the  6.50  a.m.  train 
at  Merchiston,  and  by  it  went  to  Stobo,  getting  there 
about  9.30  a.m.  When  I  left  Edinburgh  a  dense, 
damp  fog  hung  over  the  town  and  district.  Towards 
Carstairs  it  showed  signs  of  clearing  away,  and  as  we 
approached  Broughton  a  slight  breeze  began  to 
blow  and  the  mist  could  be  seen  breaking  up,  rising 
towards  the  hill-tops  in  streaks  and  curls,  which 
finally  disappeared  as  the  air  became  warmed  by  the 
sun.  The  breeze  came  from  the  east.  So  far  as  I 
could  estimate  the  sort  of  weather  for  the  day  it 
appeared  to  promise  sunshine  and  a  light  breeze. 
As  the  train  came  alongside  Tweed  below  Biggar- 
water  foot  I  noted  that  the  river  was  low  and  very 
clear.  The  wind  was  rippling  the  water  at  the  tail 
of  the  pools,  and  was  not  steady.  From  this  and 
the  slow  movement  of  the  clouds  I  judged  that  the 
breeze  would  not  increase  and  might  in  the  afternoon 
fall  away  entirely. 

I  have  noticed  while  on  the  way  to  fish  one  gets 
very  little  cheer  from  fellow-passengers  or  chance 
acquaintances.  On  this  occasion  while  at  Carstairs 
a  railway  guard  with  whom  I  have  a  nodding 
acquaintance  said :  "  Ye' re  gaun'  tae  try  the  fishin', 
I  see.  It's  owre  misty  this  mornin'.  The  fishin' 
will  no  be  worth  anything  till  we  hae  mair  rain." 
A  fellow-passenger,  between  Broughton  and  Stobo, 
said  to  me  that  there  was  "  naetliin'  daein'  at  all ; 
the  troots  are  no  takin'."  And  by  way  of  indicating 
the  depths  of  this  bad  state  of  the  fishing  added, 
"  I  hevna  seen  a  fisher  on  the  watter  for  a  week." 
His  last  remark,  however,  was  quite  good  news  to 
me.  Nobody  on  the  water  for  a  week  !  It  seemed 
too  good  to  be  true.  I  was  indeed  in  luck  if  the  fish 
had  been  so  long  undisturbed.  I  exhibited  no  signs 
of  cheerfulness  however,  but  looked  as  depressed  as 
possible,  so  that  my  pessimistic  fellow-traveller 
should  have  visible  evidence  of  the  effect  of  his 
observations. 

By  the  time  I  arrived  at  Stobo  I  had  got  into  my 


waders,  and  had  my  boots  and  waterproof  strapped 
together  ready  to  leave  at  the  station.  There  was  no 
sign  of  rain  for  that  day  at  least,  and  I  was  glad  to 
be  able  to  avoid  carrying  my  waterproof.  This 
covering  always  feels  heavy  when  one  is  carrying  it 
needlessly.  Having  left  all  superfluous  oddments  at 
the  station,  I  crossed  the  field  to  get  a  look  at  the 
river.  It  . was  very  small  and  very  clear.  It  waa 
water,  however,  and  my  faith  told  me  there  were 
trout  in  it.  As  I  had  not  thrown  a  fly  for  three 
months  it  may  readily  be  assumed  that  I  was  not 
many  minutes  in  getting  my  rod  and  tackle  into 
working  order.  On  the  first  stream  I  worked  off 
the  edge  of  my  keenness.  No  fish  rewarded  my 
efforts  here.  One  rise  I  had,  but  experience  told  me 
the  fish  was  a  parr.  In  truth,  I  did  not  expect  a 
trout.  I  had  in  mind  that  the  year  was  nearly  three- 
quarters  gone  ;  the  time  of  day  was  9.40  a.m.  ;  no 
fly  was  in  sight ;  and  the  sun  had  not  quite  freed 
itself  from  the  morning's  mist.  It  was  rather  early 
to  expect  trout  to  rise.  However,  I  told  myself  that 
as  the  day  advanced  they  would  come.  The  sun 
was  emerging  from  the  mist  and  cloud,  and  the  wind 
gave  no  sign  of  being  strong.  The  day  was  evidently 
to  be  bright  and  warm,  a  day  sure  to  lead  to  rises  of 
fly.  There  had  been  few  such  days  all  season  and  few 
flies.  Now,  if  flies  came  along  trout  were  sure  to 
make  the  most  of  the  opportunity.  I  was  therefore 
hopeful.  The  water  near  Stobo  station  is  not  well 
supplied  with  fishable  streams  for  a  low,  clear  water, 
so  I  elected  to  move  upwards  with  the  wind  at  my 
back.  The  breeze  was  just  touching  Crown  Head 
pool,  and  on  the  way  I  took  a  few  easts  in  it  and  got 
two  or  three  short  rises.  It  seemed  to  me  that  when 
trout  rose  in  such  an  unlikely  place  they  would 
come  and  hook  in  the  streams,  so  I  hastened  to  the 
bush  stream  between  Crown  Head  and  Bell's  pool. 
There  I  caught  a  nice  trout  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream,  and  one  close  to  the  bank.  This  indicated 
that  I  might  find  feeding  trout  both  near  the  bank 
and  away  from  it. 

From  Bell's  pool  I  took  three  and  missed  several 
The  next  pool  and  stream  I  fished  here  and  there. 
I  never  found  it  worth  more  than  a  cast  or  two  at 
the  tail  and  at  the  head.  It  is  deep  in  the  middle 
with  a  sloping  bank  of  fine  sand.  It  usually  holds 
several  large  grayling,  and  possibly  they  keep 
trout  away  from  that  part.  As  I  approached  the 
long  ghding  pool  opposite  BeU's  Pool  Cottages,  I  saw 
the  crown  of  a  felt  hat  just  showing  above  the  bank 
at  the  head  of  the  pool.  I  did  not  require  the  assist- 
ance of  a  Sherlock  Holmes  to  infer  that  there  was  at 
least  one  other  angler  on  the  water,  and  as  I  had  not 
yet  got  over  my  want  of  inclination  for  company  I 
passed  by  on  the  other  side,  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. My  detour  brought  me  to  a  deep  pool  under 
trees.  The  bottom  of  this  pool  is  a  white  sandy  sort 
of  gravel  that  shows  up  everything  in  the  pool. 
Trout  wer  rising  freely  here.  By  keeping  far  back  I 
managed  to  pick  out  three.  The  natural  fly  the  fish 
were  mostly  taking  was  a  fly  I  did  not  know.  It  was 
small,  with  dark  wings  and  cream-coloured  body  and 
legs.  I  fancy  it  is  a  tree  fly  and  very  1  jcal,  as  I  did 
not  see  it  on  any  other  part  of  the  water. 

The  next  stream  is  Alterstane,  and  it  is  my 
favourite  stream  in  August  or  September.  As  I 
approached  the  tail  of  it  I  saw  numerous  rises  in  the 
quiet  water.  Wherever  I  could  reach  these  I  threw 
to  them,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  got  the  fish. 
It  pleased  me  to  see  that  they  appeared  to  like  all 
my  flies  which  had  been  selected  after  some 
consideration.  They  were  Needle  Brown,  Red 
Spider,  Poult  Bloa  as  droppers,  with  a  Black  Ant 
as  tail.  It  was  a  month  late  in  the  season  ordinarily 
for  this  last,  but  as  I  had  been  told  there  was  plenty 
of  them  in  the  vicinity  a  few  days  before,  I  had 
decided  to  try  it.  The  droppers  were  on  No.  1 
hooks  and  the  tail  on  No.  2.  The  Black  Ant  is 
known  on  Clydeside  and  Tweedside  as  th;  "  Bloody 
Doctor."  It  proved  a  great  success.  The  fish  not 
only  rose  to  it,  but  they  swallowed  it.  I  had  to 
recover  it  from  their  guUet.  Having  fished  out  the 
tail  of  Alterstane,  I  next  tackled  the  deeper  and  more 
rapid  part.  I  waded  in  from  the  channel  side  and 
cast  across  to  the  strip  of  slack  water  between  the 
strong  current  and  the  bank.  This  strip  is  narrow, 
and  I  had  to  throw  a  sort  of  dog  leg  line  in  order  to 
give  the  fish  a  choice  of  flies.  It  was  difficult  to 
"  hang  "  a  fly  long  enough  on  this  strip  to  let  a  fish 
take  it.  The  trout  were  on  the  fesd,  however,  and 
the  way  in  which  they  chased  that  "Bloody  Doctor" 
down  the  current  was  very  sporting,  not  to  say 
entertaining.  Altogether  from  this  stream  I  had 
nearly  a  dozen  trout,  many  of  them  nice  trout — 
that  is,  about  three  to  the  pound. 
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From  the  stream  above  I  took  a  couple  of  small 
trout.  It  is  a  stream  I  never  liked.  It  looks  well, 
but  it  lacks  shelter.  Some  years  ago  it  is  true  I 
took  from  this  stream  the  largest  trout  I  ever  caught 
in  Tweed — 21b.  2oz.  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that 
he  had  sneaked  down  from  Paddy's  Pool  immediately 
above  in  search  of  small  fry,  as  he  had  probably 
eaten  all  that  Paddy  had  contained.  Paddy's  Pool 
is  very  deep,  and  contains  shelter.  It  seldom  wants 
several  large  trout.  It  has  a  clean,  sandy  bottom, 
and  on  this  day  I  could  have  seen  a  parr  at  the 
bottom  of  8ft.  or  10ft.  of  water.  This  pool  yielded 
me  one  trout.  Some  cattle  spoilt  the  next  pool, 
and  I  went  on  to  the  stream  over  which  there  is  a 
foot-b  idge.  Here  I  had  some  very  sporting  fishing. 
From  one  position  I  took  four  fine  trout  simply  by 
using  a  foot  or  two  more  hne  in  successive  casts. 
From  the  quiet  water,  the  rough  water,  the  middle, 
the  edge,  close  to  the  bridge  piers,  above  and  below, 
I  got  trout  after  trout  till  this  stream  rivalled  Alter- 
stane  in  its  contribution  to  my  basket. 

The  stream  above  is  usually  pretty  good.  I 
moved  nothing  however  till  near  the  head  of  it, 
c  where  the  water  was  getting  rough.  There,  in  a 
quiet  bit  of  water  behind  a  stone,  I  saw  a  trout 
move,  and  just  afterwards  some  slender  brown- 
looking  flies  came  dancing  down  towards  me. 
Xeedle  Brown  should  pass  for  that,  I  thought,  and 
I  put  my  first  dropper  over  the  spot  where  the  trout 
had  moved.  He  came  with  a  rush  and  a  swirl.  Ah, 
that's  a  good  one  !  Snick  !  I  have  him  !  There 
was  a  wallop,  a  rush  and  a  leap  out  of  the  water  all 
in  a  second.  I  was  in  the  water  well  below  him. 
After  two  more  leaps  and  some  pressure  he  wanted 
to  come  down,  and  came  at  a  fast  pace.  A  plunge 
■with  one  foot  sent  him  off  upstream  again.  Then, 
after  two  more  leaps,  I  thought  he  might  safely 
come  down,  and  he  came  into  my  net.  When  I 
lifted  him  out  of  the  net  and  took  hold  of  the  cast 
the  hook  came  away.  Had  he  got  below  me  one 
plunge  with  the  weight  of  the  current  in  his  favour 
would  have  parted  our  connection.  He  just 
touched  a  pound,  and  was  a  very  handsome  fish — 
my  best  trout  for  the  day. 

It  was  now  two  o'clock.  I  had  been  pegging 
away  keenly  since  eleven.  It  seemed  to  me  I  had 
had  sport  enough  for  one  day.  I  turned  my  fish  out 
on  the  grass  and  counted  them  back  into  the 
basket.  They  numbered  twenty-seven.  I  found 
some  lunch  among  the  fish,  and  it  occurred  to  me 
that  I  might  do  worse  than  eat  it.  I  lunched  and 
rested,  and  felt  that  I  had  been  compensated  for  all 
the  business  restraints  of  the  previous  fortnight. 

A  little  time  still  remained  before  my  train  would 
be  due.  I  retraced  my  way  to  Alterstane  stream 
with  the  intention  of  taking  a  cast  over  some  of  the 
choicest  spots.  There,  however,  I  found  the  felt  hat 
and  its  owner  whom  I  had  met  occasionally  in  pre- 
vious years.  We  exchanged  opinions  on  fish  and 
fishing.  He  told  me  the  river  was  just  lin.  above 
summer  level  As  he  is  a  recorder  of  such  things  I 
took  his  word  for  it.  He  congratulated  me  on  my 
""  take."  I  said  I  was  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  do  the 
same  civihty  towards  him.  He  said  my  flies  were 
large.  I  said  his  were  too  small  for  anything  but 
parr.  He  never  u.sed  any  but  drawn  gut,  and  4x  at 
that.  I  said  it  was  only  good  for  letting  decent  fish 
break  away,  and  I  would  ^ot  be  bothered  with  such. 
He  said  his  rod  would  not  throw  the  gut  I  used. 
Would  he  take  a  "  nip  "  ?  No,  he  had  just  had  one. 
Would  he  smoke  ?  Yes  !  We  exchanged  smokes, 
lit  them,  puffed,  saluted  and  parted  with  all  good 
wishes  for  each  other's  future  sport.  Torduff. 


STOCKING  ENGLISH  LAKES  AND 
PONDS  WITH  EAINBOW  AND 
LOCH  LEVEN  TKOUT. 

[The  manager  of  the  Hyde  End  Fish  Culture 
Establishment  at  Brimpton,  near  Reading,  sends 
us  the  following  very  useful  notes  on  making, 
cleaning,  and  stocking  ponds. — Ed.] 

Introductory. — Although  other  varieties  of  the 
trout  family  live  in  enclosed  water,  through  which 
there  is  a  good  flow,  with  a  clean  gravel  bottom,  the 
rainbow  trout  is  the  most  satisfactory  for  the  less 
favoured  small  lakes  and  ponds  that  abound,  or 
hould  abotmd,  throughout  the  country.  It  is 
(jardly  possible  to  lay  down  definite  rules  as  to  the 
most  appropriate  stock  to  suit  each  case  :  the  Loch 
I.*ven  trout  has  succeeded  where  the  rainbow  has 
failed,  and  is  a  valuable  variety  for  some  waters. 


The  rainbow  undoubtedly  grows  rapidly  and  gives 
good  sport,  and  will  survive  under  conditions  fatal 
to  other  species  :  moreover,  will  live  in  ponds  where 
there  is  very  little  movement  in  the  water,  and  the 
bottoms  of  which  are  not  gravelly,  or  even  free  from 
mud.  It  certainly  seems  a  pity  that  such  a  number 
of  neglected  sites  for  useful  ponds  and  lakes  should 
exist  year  after  year  without  being  utilised  as  a 
source  of  sport  and  profitable  food  supply,  and  to 
lend  additional  beauty  to  the  landscape. 

In  dealing  with  the  construction  or  stocking  of 
large  lakes  and  reservoirs,  a  full  report  by  an  expert 
should  precede  any  extensive  outlay ;  and  the 
following  notes  are  intended  to  apply  to  smaller 
ventures,  from  a  quarter  of  an  acre  upwards.  Lakes 
and  ponds  may  be  classed  under  two  headings — 
(1)  enclosed  water,  (2)  pools  or  lakes  formed  in  the 
course  of  streams  and  rivers  :  the  former  are  the 
subject  of  the  present  remarks,  the  latter  are  com- 
prised in  river  improvements.  The  word  "  pond," 
for  the  sake  of  brevity,  will  be  usedjto  imply  a  lake 
or  pond. 

Construction  and  Adaptation. — Entirely  new 
ponds  may  be  constructed  by  digging  or  damming. 
Natural  suitability  of  site  must  be  studied,  with  due 
attention  to  an  adequate  water  supply.  Such 
undertakings,  although  attended  by  considerable 
cost,  have  the  advantage,  certainly,  that  inlet, 
outlet,  and  drainage  can  all  be  properly  arranged, 
and  a  suitable  bottom  made,  with  a  gradual  slope 
towards  the  outlet,  enabling  the  pond  to  be  run  dry 
when  required,  an  important  point  for  many  reasons. 

The  majority  of  cases,  however,  that  come  to  one's 
notice  are  those  neglected  ponds  waiting  to  be 
restored  to  their  natural  functions  as  fish  preserves. 
A  little  engineering  may  convert  a  bit  of  marshy 
waste  lana  into  a  pleasing  lake,  in  which  trout  may 
make  their  homes,  and  by  which  pleasant  and 
restful  hours  may  be  spent. 

In  the  case  of  old  ponds  requiring  a  fresh  career 
of  usefulness,  it  is  first  necessary  to  ascertain  if 
there  is  sufficient  uncontaminated  water  flowing  in 
or  springs  in  the  bed  to  allow  of  trout  life.  This 
being  satisfactory,  attention  must  next  be  directed 
to  the  bottom,  and  if  this  proves  to  consist  of  foul 
mud,  as  too  often  is  the  case,  the  pond  should  be 
drained  and  the  mud  removed.  The  subsequent 
treatment  consists  in  attention  to  the  inlet  and 
outlet.  perhai:)S  a  few  loads  of  gravel  thrown  upon 
the  shallows,  and  introduction  of  suitable  water 
plants,  and  insect  and  other  life  which  go  to  form 
the  normal  food  of  trout. 

Natural  Advantages  and  Drawbacks. — Situa- 
tion, height  of  banks,  adjacent  high  ground,  trees 
and  bushes,  all  have  a  bearing  on  the  favourable 
position  or  otherwise  of  a  pond  ;  a  certain  amount 
of  shade,  and  shelter  from  the  east  winds  is  advan- 
tageous. The  drawback  to  a  large  number  of  trees 
is  that  the  dead  leaves  accumulate  under  water  and 
form  the  dark-coloured  mud  so  often  found  in  old 
ponds.  This  in  new  ponds  may  to  a  great  extent 
be  prevented.  Among  advantages  are  a  constant 
supply  of  water,  gravel  bottom,  with  some  soil  for 
plants,  and  a  good  fall  at  the  outlet.  The  presence 
of  pike  and  other  coarse  fish,  also  wild  fowl,  must 
be  classed  as  drawbacks. 

Water  Supply. — A  comoaratively  small  quantity 
from  a  spring  in  the  bed  of  a  pond,  or  from  a  drain 
or  pipe,  will  generally  suffice  to  keep  the  water  from 
becoming  stagnant,  and  the  growth  of  suitable  plants 
aid  the  formation  of  oxygen.  It  is  well  to  have 
parts  of  a  pond  deep,  as  the  larger  fish  do  better  ; 
gravel  shallows  are  beneficial,  esp^ially  for  young 
fry.  A  good  supply  of  water  from  a  stream  is  above 
all  desirable.  If  a  pond  is  so  fortunate  as  to  have 
all  these  desiderata  present,  any  breed  of  trout 
should  prosper.  In  the  event  of  a  tendency  to 
floods  mucli  care  will  have  to  be  exercised  with 
regard  to  the  outlet,  or  loss  of  stcok  may  result ;  in 
some  cases  a  small  flood  hatch  above  the  inlet  may  be 
of  service  to  divert  an  excess  of  water. 

Inlet  and  Outlet. — The  inlet  should,  if  possible, 
be  also  a  spawning  ground,  and  it  can  nearly  always 
be  improved  by  regu'ating  the  depth,  and  making 
gravel  beds  in  which  the  trout  can  form  their  redds. 
Care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  blocking  of  the 
outlet  screen  by  leaves,  and  it  is  good  policy  to  make 
this  part  of  the  pond  substantial',  either  of  wood  or 
concrete  well  let  into  the  banks,  and  with  a  strong 
screen  of  upright  lattice.  It  should  be  so  arranged 
that  the  water  can  be  drawn  right  off,  or  an  additional 
outlet  pipe  can  be  put  in  at  the  lowest  part  of  the 
bottom  of  the  pond. 

Imi'Rovbment  op  Old  Ponds. — Many  of  these 
may  be  so  situated  that  draining  is  impossible,  or 


too  costly,  in  addition  perhaps  choked  with  weeds 
and  inhabited  by  a  few  voracious  coarse  fish.  In 
such  cases  the  weeds  should  be  cut  and  dragged  out, 
and  the  coarse  fish  netted,  mud  and  decayed 
vegetation  being  removed  from  the  sides.  If  pike 
are  present  in  the  pond  it  will  be  hard  to  exterminate 
them  altogether,  as  the  eggs  and  fry  left  after  netting 
will  produce  more  ;  they  must  be  kept  down  and 
exterminated  by  degrees.  It  is  highly  advisable  to 
reduce  the  head  of  swans,  duck,  and  moorhens  to 
the  lowest  limit,  and  to  shoot  or  trap  herons  that 
put  in  an  appearance. 

Food. — Trout,  being  animal  feeders,  require  meat 
in  some  form  ;  the  diet  they  have  been  found  to 
thrive  on  best  consists  of  fish  in  some  shape,  especially 
shellfish.  In  ponds  their  chief  supply  of  natural  food 
will  comprise  fresh-water  shrimps  and  snails,  the 
larvae  of  insects,  flies,  tadpoles,  worms,  etc.  During 
the  period  that  fish  are  being  acclimatised  to  their 
new  surroundings,  and  the  natural  stock  of  food  is 
being  augmented,  it  is  well  to  do  a  little  hand 
feeding,  particularly  if  speedy  growth  and  free  rising 
are  desired.  Of  the  different  foods  on  the  market 
preference  should  be  given  to  those  that  float.  Fish- 
culturists  have  their  fads  about  feeding,  but  a  mixed 
diet  is  the  most  favoured.  Trout  are  not  entirely 
carnivorous,  as  the  bottom  fisher  knows.  They 
consume  a  larger  quantity  of  food  during  summer 
than  in  the  winter. 

Size  and  Growth. — Rainbow  trout  are  noted  for 
their  rapid  growth,  and  instances  have  frequently' 
been  given  of  yearlings  attaining  a  weight  of  several 
pounds  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  so  that  their 
actual  value  rapidly  increases.  Loch  Leven  trout 
seem  to  have  been  particularly  successful  in  reser- 
voirs, and  to  have  grown  to  prodigious  size.  In 
selecting  stock,  yearlings,  two  year  old,  or  three 
year  old  fish  may  be  chosen,  according  to  how 
soon  sport  is  desired ;  it  has,  however,  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  it  is  useless  putting  small  trout 
into  a  pond  containing  large  trout,  pike,  or  perch. 

Stocking. — The  chief  guides  to  the  number  of 
trout  requisite  to  stock  a  pond  are — (1)  area  of 
water  ;  (2)  amount  of  natural  food  ;  (3)  number  of 
trout  taken  out  annually  ;  (4.)  original  stock,  if  any  ; 
(5)  facilities  for  spawning.  As  a  rule  it  may  be 
safely  laid  down  that,  with  water  of  a  moderate 
depth  and  a  fair  sujjply  of  food,  not  less  than  two 
hundred  yearlings  or  two-year-olds  per  acre  would 
be  advisable,  in  order  to  give  a  reasonable  amount 
of  sport.  A  point  often  overlooked  is  the  relative 
value  of  trout  at  different  seasons  of  the  year ; 
those  purchased  in  the  autumn  make  a  better 
investment  than  similar  ones  procured  in  the 
following  spring  :  an  additional  six  months'  growth 
means  a  considerable  difference  in  price.  With 
regard  to  increase  of  stock  by  spawning,  this  takes 
place  in  some  ponds,  but  in  enclosed  water  too  much 
must  not  be  expected :  at  the  same  time  it  is  very 
essential  for  the  health  of  the  mature  stock  that 
they  should  have  facilities  for  depositing  their  ova. 

In  some  instances,  after  doing  splendidly  for 
several  years,  stock  has  rather  suddenly  degenerated ; 
in  such  cases  the  introduction  of  fresh  blood  is  the 
one  remedy.  The  rainbow  trout  is  not  suited  to  all 
waters,  and  there  are  different  strains,  migratory 
and  non-migratory.  In  spite  of  adverse  criticism 
from  certain  quarters,  it  remains  the  one  breed  that 
is  adapted  for  the  majority  of  the  ponds  situated  in 
the  more  southern  counties  of  England. 


FEESH-WATER  AQUARIA.* 

CHAPTER  XVIIL 
Recapitulation,  Etc. 

I  think  it  wise  in  a  very  short  chapter  to  recapi- 
tulate, in  a  rule-Uke  form,  some  of  the  suggestions 
and  warnings  which  I  have  given  in  the  previous 
chapters  to  novices  in  aquarium  matters. 

1.  No  one  should  think  of  keeping  an  aquarium 
who  does  not  make  up  his  mind  to  bestow  upon  it 
a  Httle  daily  attention.  This  necessary  attention 
will  involve  hardly  any  trouble.  Sometimes  all 
that  will  be  required  will  be  just  a  glance  to  see  that 
nothing  is  wrong.  As  a  rule,  however,  there  will 
be  httle  to  do  but  to  supply  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  tank  with  a  small  quantity  of  food.  If  the 
aquarium  is  attended  to  at  a  stated  time — such  as 
always  before  breakfast  or  before  lunch — the  giving 

*  From  "  Fresh- Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Greeory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Publishad  in  thn 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  wiih  Mr.  Upcctt 
Gill. 
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of  this  necessary  attention  will  become  a  habit,  and 
therefore,  then,  is  not  Ukely  to  be  omitted.  An 
aquarium  properly  arranged  and  properly  looked 
after  is  certain  to  be  a  source  of  pleasure  and  in- 
struction, but  if  neglected,  or  only  noticed  by  fits 
and  starts,  it  is  suie  to  become  an  eyesore  and  a 
nuisance. 

2.  An  aquarium  will  run  a  great  risk  of  being 
altogether  a  failure  unless  it  be  correctly  propor- 
tioned— that  is,  the  breadth  of  the  vessel  should 
always  be  greater  than  its  depth.  The  strength  of 
the  tank  ought  to  be  considered  before  its  elegance, 
though  the  latter  quality  should  by  no  means  be 
entirely  disregarded. 

3.  An  aquarium  cannot  do  well,  without  a  great 
deal  of  unnecessary  trouble,  unless  it  be  properly 
situated.  The  sun  should  never  be  allowed  (except 
under  special  circumstances,  which  have  already 
been  referred  to)  to  shine  directly  upon  the  water 
of  it,  and  a  north  aspect  is  the  best; 

4.  Unless  it  be  very  small,  an  aquarium  should  be 
placed,  before  it  is  filled  with  water,  in  the  position 
in  which  it  is  intended  to  remain.  Any  attempt  to 
remove  a  fairly-sized  tank  when  full  of  water  will 
be  certain  to  do  some,  if  not  great,  harm  to  the 
vessel  or  its  contents. 

5.  Everything,  whether  gravel  or  sand,  or  water 
or  weed,  which  is  placed  in  the  aquarium  should  be 
perfectly  clean. 

6.  The  aquarium  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  filled 
with  water  by  means  of  one  or  more  small  siphons. 

7.  All  aquaria,  M'ith  very  few  exceptions  (which 
have  already  been  mentioned),  should  contain 
aquatic  plants.  These  plants  ought,  of  course,  to 
be  healthy,  of  the  light  kind,  and  set  in  the  right 
way.  Vallixneria  spiralis  is  one  of  the  best  of  all 
plants  for  this  purpose. 

8.  All  aquatic  animals  should  be  wisely  associated. 
No  fish  or  any  other  animal  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
molest  its  companions. 

9.  No  strange  fish,  especially  a  fish  purchased, 
should  be  introduced  into  a  tank  unless  it  has  been 
for  some  time  in  quarantine.  The  introduction  of 
an  unhealthy  fish  is  almost  certain  to  be  the  cause 
of  considerable  loss.  All  gold-fish  procured  for  the 
aquarium  should  be  those  kno^\'n  as  "  cold-water  " 
fish. 

10.  Aquatic  snails  ought  to  be  judiciously  chosen 
— that  is,  those  univalves  which  feed  upon  conf ervse 
and  decaying  vegetable  matter  should  be  preferred 
to  those  which  eat  healthy  and  growing  plants. 
The  Planorbes,  as  a  rule,  are  the  best  for  aquarium 
purposes. 

11.  Carnivorous  and  herbivorous  beetles  should 
never  be  kept  in  the  same  vessel. 

12.  No  animals  should  be  expected  to  live  without 
food,  nor  ought  animals  to  be  tempted  to  prey  upon 
each  other  through  lack  of  a  sufficiency  of  food. 

13.  The  different  foods  should  be  kept  con- 
veniently near  the  aquarium  or  aquaria.  The 
animals  will  then  run  less  risk  of  being  starved. 

14.  No  discarded  food  ought  to  be  left  in  the 
tank.  If  allowed  to  remain,  it  will  be  certain  to 
corrupt  the  water,  and  so  considerably  interfere 
Avith  the  welfare  of  the  whole  of  the  inmates  of  the 
aquarium. 

15.  All  garden-worms  should  be  killed  (as  already 
suggested)  before  they  are  given  to  carnivorous 
fish  or  other  carnivorous  animals.  It  is  neither  a 
pleasant  nor  a  profitable  sight  to  see  a  worm 
struggling  with  its  captor,  even  if  the  creature 
suffers  no  pain.  Worms  should  also  be  dipped  in 
water  before  they  are  placed  in  the  aquarium  ;  they 
will  not  then  be  the  cause  of  the  introduction  of 
impurities  into  the  tank. 

16.  A  dead  animal  or  plant  or  any  decaying 
matter  should  at  once,  upon  discovery,  be  removed 
from  the  aquarium.  A  small  glass  tube  is  very 
useful  for  obtaining  certain  things  from  the  bottom 
of  the  water.  The  tube  should  be  about  |in.  in 
diameter  and  a  few  inches  longer  than  the  water  in 
the  tank  is  deep.  It  ought  to  be  cut  perfectly 
square  at  both  ends.  Almost  everything  which  is 
small  enough  to  enter  the  tube  may  be  removed  by 
it  from  the  bottom  of  the  aquarium.  The  tube  is 
used  in  the  following  way :  One  end  of  the  tube  is 
hermetically  closed  by  means  of  a  finger,  the  other 
end  is  placed  over  the  object  required,  the  finger  is 
then  suddenly  removed  from  the  upper  end  of  the 
tube,  and  the  object  desired  shoots  up  immediately 
into  the  tube ;  and  if  the  finger  be  returned  to  its 
former  position  and  kept  carefully  there,  so  that  no 
air  can  enter  the  tube,  the  object  now  contained 
within  the  pipe  may  be  readily  removed  from  the 
aquarium.    This  operation  is  very  simple,  and  may 


be  easily  and  quickly  performed.  The  tube  should 
be  kept  conveniently  near  the  aquarium. 

17.  Every  aquarium  should  be  covered  with  glass 
in  such  a  way  that  the  necessary  air  may  be  able  to 
come  in  contact  with  the  water,  that  none  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  tank  can  escape,  and  that  no  dust 
can  fall  upon  the  surface  of  the  water. 

18.  No  aquarium  is  likely  to  do  well  unless  the 
representatives  of  the  vegetable  and  animal  world 
which  it  contains  are  properly  balanced  ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  oxygen-yielding 
weed.  This  balance  may  be  known  by  the  growth 
of  the  plants,  by  the  health  of  the  animals,  and  the 
brightness  of  the  water. 

19.  The  water  of  a  properly-balanced  aquarium 
need  never  be  changed — except  of  course  under  the 
special  circumstances  which  have  already  been 
referi'ed  to.  A  little  water  must  be  added  occasion- 
ally to  make  up  for  the  loss  by  evaporation. 

20.  Aquatic  animals  should  never  be  crowded 
together  in  an  aquarium.  It  is  always  wiser  to 
have  too  few  animals  than  too  many.  When  fish 
are  swimming  with  their  heads  close  to  the  surface 
of  the  water,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  there 
are  too  many  in  the  tank,  or  that  the  temperature 
of  tlie  water  is  higher  than  it  should  be.  Under 
these  circumstances  some  of  the  fish  should  be  at 
once  removed,  or  one  of  the  artificial  means  of 
aeration  previously  described  should  be  resorted  to, 
or  the  method  (which  has  also  been  described)  of 
reducing  the  state  of  the  water  to  its  proper  tem- 
perature should  be  employed. 

21.  Directly  a  fish  or  any  other  animal  is  seen 
suffering  from  the  dreaded  fungus  it  should  be 
removed  from  the  aquarium.  If  a  cure  is  -wished 
for,  the  sufferer  should  be  placed  (as  already 
described)  in  running  water,  or  in  water  in  which 
chloride  of  sodium  has  been  dissolved,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  a  tablespoonful  of  the  salt  to  half  a 
gallon  of  water.  A  fish  should  be  kept  in  this  solu- 
tion tmtil  it  turns  .upon  its  back,  when  it  ought  to 
be  at  once  jjlaced  in  fresh  water.  This  operation 
should  bo  repeated  once  or  twice  every  day  until  a 
cure  is  effected.  A  beetle  might  be  kept  in  the 
solution  for  at  least  half  a  minute.  ■ 

22.  All  the  animals  and  plants  which  can  be  kept 
in  an  aquarium  are  interesting  and  instructive  ; 
some,  no  doubt,  more  so  than  others.  Nothing, 
however,  should  be  discarded  as  useless  or  un- 
intei-esting,  for  everything  has  a  duty  to  perform  in 
the  world. 

23.  All  who  keep  aquaria  should  be  on  their  guard 
against  giving  the  animals  which  they  may  contain 
any  suffering,  but  should  instead  learn  to  have  the 
same  consideration  for'  their  feelings  (whether  they 
be  sensitive  or  not)  that  a  reasonable  and  properlj-- 
disposed  person  is  expected  to  have  for  those  of  his 
fellow-creatures. 

24.  Conferva,  when  tenacious,  may  be  easily  re- 
moved from  the  glass  of  a  tank  by  means  of  a  pad 
of  thick  brovTO  paper  dipped  in  salt,  or  by  gently 
rubbing  the  glass  with  the  finest  "  glass-paper." 
The  latter  may  be  used  while  the  tank  contains 
water. 

25.  When  it  is  necessary  to  fill  an  aquarium  with 
water,  and  no  small  siphon  is  at  hand,  the  water 
may  be  kept  clear  by  spreading  a  thick  piece  of 
paper  over  the  gravel  and  planted  weeds,  and 
pouring  it  (the  water)  into  the  aquarium  through 
the  fine  rose  of  a  watering-can.  AJfter  the  filhng  of 
the  tank  the  paper  can  be  easily  removed  without 
disturbing  either  the  plants  or  water. 

26.  The  pleasure  of  keeping  an  aquarium  is  very 
much  enhanced  if  the  person  who  owns  it  has  some 
definite  object  in  view  ;  for  example,  the  thorough 
investigation  of  the  life-history  of  some  particular 
plants  or  animals.  There  is  very,  very  much  still 
to  be  learnt  in  this  direction. 

The  series  of  chapters  which  it  has  given  me  so 
much  pleasure  to  write  is  now  completed,  and  I 
venture  to  express  the  hope  that  what  I  have  said 
in  them  will  be  of  such  use  to  novices  in  aquarium 
matters  as  to  save  them  from  some  failure  and  dis- 
appointment, and  not  a  few  aquatic  animals  from 
unnecessary  suffering. 

I  here  repeat  that  a  properly-arranged  aquarium 
which  is  well  cared  for  is  always  ornamental, 
interesting,  instructive,  and,  in  a  sense,  elevating. 

THE  END. 


"  And  what  do  you  do  in  this  dend-alive  little 
place  on  Sundays  ?  "  "  Oh  !  there's  plenty  to  do. 
You  can  either  go  fishii^g  for  minnows  or  sit  in  the 
station  and  watch  the  trains  pass." 


THE  SPAWNING  SEASON  IN  THE 
NOBTH. 

The  middle  of  November— the  height  of  the 
salmon  spawning  season,  when  the  bulk  of  the 
season's  produce  should  be  taking  to  the  redds,  or 
otherwise  pairing  for  this  domestic  duty — and  yet 
the  fish  are  not  up,  nor  are  they  on  the  move  any- 
where in  anything  like  numbers.  Where  are  the 
fish  ? 

They  are  still  in  the  sea  waiting  the  moving  of 
the  waters,  where  they  are  likely  to  remain  till 
climatic  conditions  alter,  and  the  way  made  easy 
for  their  ascent.  On  the  far  inland  reaches  the 
early  spring  and  summer  fish  are  all  right,  and  have 
been  taking  to  the  redds  freely  for  some  weeks  back, 
but  on  the  middle  and  lower  waters  the  fish  are 
conspicuous  by  their  absence.  The  autumn  floods 
fill  the  side  streams  with  spawners,  but  as  yet  there 
have  been  no  side  streams,  they  have  vanished  with 
the  drought.  An  abortive  or  late  spawning  season 
brings  in  its  wake  the  kelt  pest  and  a  heavy  crop  of 
baggots  all  the  season  through.  These  are  perhaps 
secondary  considerations  to  the  spring  enthusiast, 
but  nevertheless  they  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  a  late 
spawning  season,  and  have  to  be  reckoned  with  in 
counting  the  cost  and  the  chances  of  sport.  The 
too  fine  autumn,  after  a  protracted  summer  drought, 
in  addition  to  the  abnormally  late  spawning  season, 
has  so  filled  the  streams  and  river  beds  with  aquatic 
vegetation  that  it  will  take  some  considerable  amount 
of  continuous  floods  and  frosts  to  clear  them  out,  and 
so  make  them  acceptable  to  the  fish,  when  they  do 
come.  G,  M. 


THE  WET-FLY  ON  DEY-FLY 
EIVERS. 

If  exclusively  wet-fly  men  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  nothing  but  the  dry-fly  can  be  used 
with  effect  upon  the  Test,  the  Itchen,  and  other 
similar  streams,  the  enthusiasm  of  dry-fly  men  in 
general  is  to  a  large  extent  to  blame.  And  yet  what 
proposition  could  be  more  unreasonable.  Anyone 
who  knows  anything  about  the  history  of  anghng 
since  the  coming  of  the  drj'-fly  knows  that  before 
it  became  the  rage  anglers  fished  those  sacrosanct 
streams  with  the  wet-fly,  and  made  baskets  upon 
them  which  the  dry-fly  angler  of  the  present  day 
would  deem  himself  fortunate  to  rival.  It  is  absurd 
to  suppose  that  the  trout  changed  their  habits  and 
their  tmics  and  place  of  feeding  with  the  new 
fashion  of  the  dry-fly.  With  the  wet-ly,  anglers  on 
these  waters  abandoned  the  big  patterns  of  Alders, 
Caperer,  and  GoA'emor,  which  were  the  standby  of 
the  Rev.  Charles  Kingsle; ,  with  which  he  killed 
many  great  trout  on  those  rivers,  l  et  in  the  Field 
of  Oct.  29  we  have  an  account  from  a  well-known 
Itcb.en  angler  of  the  kilUng  of  a  number  of  handsome 
trout  upon  large  "  doargers (Doric,  no  doubt,  for 
Dodgers)  in  open  day  when  the  trout  were  taking 
duns.  Clearly  the  fish  have  not  changed  their  habits 
and  diet,  and  the  experiment':  which  have  been 
made  in  tentative  imitation  of  the  old  methods  have 
had  a  deserved  measure  of  success,  but  this  is  not 
to  say  that  under  general  ccnditions  the  dr;--fly  is 
not  and  will  not  remain  the  best  method  of  luring 
the  shy  trout  of  these  water.«.  The  point  is  that 
the  angler  should  be  catholic  in  his  methods  and 
hold  himself  free  to  fish  wet  or  dry,  big  fly  or  small 
fly,  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  day,  and  not 
bind  himself  rigidly  by  the  limitations  of  a  cast-iron 
system. 

The  feature  which  distinguisKes  the  dry-fly  rivers 
from  others  is  the  large  measure  of  food-breeding 
cover  w  ith  which  they  are  endowed.  When  the  trout 
are  not  feeding  or  preparing  to  feed  on  the  insect 
food  floating  free  on  or  swimming  free  under  the 
surface,  they  are  in  the  weeds  and  inaccessible  to 
any  lure  of  the  angler.  "Wlien  flies  or  nymphs  or 
larvjc  are  coming  down  on  or  under  the  surface,  the 
trout  take  up  positions  of  vantage  for  feeding,  and 
it  is  then,  if  they  break  the  surface  as  they  freqiiently 
do,  that  they  betray  themselves  to  the  angler.  The 
food  being  so  plentiful,  they  will  not  move  far  to 
right  or  left  to  secure  it,  and,  therefore,  when  they 
are  not  showing  their  position  by  breaking  the 
surface,  it  is  not  worth  while  for  the  angler  to  throw 
a  wet-fly  on  chance.  He  may  so  easily  either  waste 
his  time  entirely  cn  an  untenanted  spot  or  overcast 
and  line  his  fish  and  stop  it  feeding,  or  even  scare 
it  away  to  scare  others  in  turn.  He  must  therefore 
wait  till  he  finds  a  fish  breaking  the  surface  either 
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in  taking  the  floating  Sy  or  in  taking  nymph  or 
larvs?  under  water.  If  the  fish  be  taking  nymph  or 
larvae  only,  clearly  a  wet  fly  is  indicated.  It  the  fish 
he  taking  surface  food,  then  clearly  it  i?  to  the 
angler's  advantage  to  use  a  dry-fly  if  the  fish  will 
take  it,  for  he  can  keep  it  under  observation  so 
much  better  than  a  wet-fly.  He  can  see  the  whole 
performance,  and  bo  certain  "whether  the  fly  accepted 
be  his  or  something  floating  near,  whereas  if  his  fly 
be  under  water  he  is  bound  to  strike  more  or  less 
on  chance.  This  is  not  to  say  that  the  fly  may  not  be 
quite  as  readily,  or  even  more  readily,  accepted  vmder 
water.  But  there  are  days  and  conditions  of  light, 
wind,  weather  and  water,  when  for  some  occult  reason 
trout  which  a  few  hours  previously  came  freely  to 
the  dry-fly  take  a  scare  at  it,  and  either  go  down 
at  once  or  bolt  for  cover.  On  such  days  it  may  be 
that  the  trout  are  able  to  see  the  gut  or  the  hook 
or  the  make  of  the  floating  fly  in  a  way  to  arouse 
their  fears.  On  such  days,  then,  it  may,  and  often 
vriU,  pay  the  angler  well  to  discard  his  prejudices, 
if  he  has  any,  and  try  the  fly  submerged  or  semi- 
submerged.  Such  days  occur  far  more  frequently 
than  is  supposed,  and  on  such  days  the  willingness 
of  the  fish  to  take  the  wet-fly  is  often  well  worth 
while  to  realise.  Yal  Conson. 

P.S. — Hie  dry-fly  was  a  grsat  discovery,  but  it 
has  its  limitations.  If  a  winged  dry-fly  be  dropped 
cocked  on  to  a  basin  of  water  containing  a  mirror 
it  will  be  seen  in  the  mirror  that  the  film  of  the 
surface  of  the  water  makes  the  outhne  of  the  fly 
very  indistinct.  Probablj^  in  most  conditions  a 
natural  dun  on  the  surface  would  imder  like  con- 
dit  ions  be  eq  ually  i  ndistinct.  Eut  if  the  atmospheric 
conditions  be  such  as  to  enable  the  trout  to  see 
how  unlike  to  the  natural  fly  the  artificial  really 
is,  then  we  naturally  get  the  trout  scared.  .4nd  if 
the  winged  dry-fly  be  dropped  partially  wet  upon 
the  surface,  it  is  likely  to  be  exposed  to  the  trout  in 
such  fashion  as  to  display  its  unlikeness  to  the 
natural  insect  both  in  shape  and  action.  Once, 
however,  under  the  surface,  and  not  breaking  the 
silvery  film  which  covers  the  water,  the  fly  expanded 
and  moved  by  the  water  has  again  a  chance  as  a 
wet-fly,  looking  more  like  a  living  and  perhaps 
struggling  organism. 


TAEPON  FISHING  IN  MEXICO. 


Me.  GBiFFriH,  British  Vice-Consul  at  Tampico, 
in  the  EepubUc  of  Mexico,  writes  that  Tampico 
offers  probably  the  best  sport  of  any  place  for 
tarpon  fishing;  The  season  commences  about 
Dec.  25,  and  lasts  until  the  end  of  April.  During 
this  time  the  climate  is  everything  that  could  be 
desired,  and  is  perfectly  healthyj  Fishermen 
should  bring  their  own  rods  and  tackle,  as  supplies 
are  not  obtainable  on  the  spot;  Hotel  accommo- 
dation is  not  good,  but  it  is  improvingj  It  is 
probable  also  that  by  next  season  a  clubhouse  will 
have  been  erected  a  few  miles  from  Tampico,  with 
rooms  for  members. — "A."  in  the  Fiddi 


FLIES  AND  OTHEE  LURES  MOST 
KILLING  IN  NORWAY  AT  THE 
PRESENT  TIME. 


For  a  considerable  time  after  the  Norwegian 
salmon  rivers  began  to  be  exploited  by  Englishmen 
some  seventy  or  eighty  years  ago,  aU  the  wonderful 
sport  obtained  upon  the  Tana,  Alten,  Vefsen, 
Xamsen,  Rauma,  Langen,  and  their  sister  streams 
was  with  the  fly ;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  few  anglers  who  then  performed  in  Norway  not 
only  had  no  rent  to  pay,  but  they  had  the  pick 
of  all  the  salmon  water  in  the  country,  wherever 
'  hey  chose  to  go,  and  they  naturally,  of  course, 
'  lected  for  their  ojie rations  the  most  rapid  and 
f)orting  portions,  where  few  would  dream  of 
employing,  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  any 
other  form  of  lure.  After  a  time  these  choice 
beats  began  to  h)C  taken  up  on  lease,  and  the  later- 
comers  had  to  content  themselves  with  reaches  of 
river,  which  included  a  lot  of  "  harling  water.''  On 
these  a  few  fish  continued  at  first  to  bo  taken  with 
the  fly,  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  season's 
bags  could  be  increased  very  materially  by  employing 
the  spoon,  phantom,  and  other  spinning  baits,  and 
ere  long — except,  perhaps,  when  the  water  got  very 
lovr  and  clear — nothing  but  these  lures  were  employed 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  many  rivers, 

k Seeing  the  heavy  bags  made  by  their  neighbours 
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on  the  formerly  despised  harling  beats  by  means 
of  spinning  baits,  the  tenants  of  the  upper  waters 
on  large  rivers,  with  spacious  pools,  took  to  using 
these  also  ;  now  they  are  more  popular  than  ever, 
and  have  taken  the  place  of  the  fly  to  a  very  great 
extent.  "  If  you  are  harling,"  people  argue,  "  what 
does  it  matter  whether  you  have  a  fly  or  a  phantom 
at  the  end  of  your  line  ?  Under  the  circumstances, 
neither  requires  any  skiU — other  than  that  which 
the  boatman  displays — to  manipulate,  and  the  latter 
is  much  more  efficacious  as  a  fish-catcher.'' 

As  long  ago  as  1870,  when  the  vnriter  had  his  first 
season  among  the  Norwegian  salmon,  the  spoon  was 
recognised  as  by  far  the  most  important  and  killing 
lure  on  the  famous  Namsen,  for  instance,  and  what 
was  the  size,  shape,  and  colour  which  that  "  piece 
of  plate ''  ought  to  assume  always  constituted  an 
inexhaustible  subject  for  argument  or  conversation 
on  board  the  old  Tasso,  from  the  time  she  got 
outside  the  docks  at  Hull  until  she  steamed  up  to 
Trondhjem.  Few  of  those  who  nowadays  put  up 
at  the  well-known  Britannia  Hotel  in  that  town  and 
who  drive  or  walk  up  to  see  the  waters  of  the  Nid 
pouring — it  may  be  in  heavy  spring  flood — over  the 
Leerfoss,  are  perhaps  aware  that  below  the  great 
fall  and  within  half  a  mile  of  the  famous  hostelry, 
splendid  sport  with  the  salmon  rod  used  to  be 
obtained.  "  At  Drontheim  in  Norway,"  says  Lloyd, 
in  his  "  Field  Sports  of  the  North  of  Europe," 
"  remarkably  good  salmon  anghng  is  to  be  had.  In 
the  summer  of  1828,  Captain  Joseph  Yorck,  of  the 
Navy,  met  with  extraordinary  sport  at  that  place. 
During  five  weeks  that  gentleman  spent  there  he 
never  caught  less  than  six  salmon  in  a  day,  but 
more  generally  nine  or  ten.  These  weighed  on  an 
average  about  ten  pounds  apiece.  One  day  Captain 
Yorck  and  a  friend  killed  twenty-one  salmon,  and 
hooked  at  least  fifty  of  those  fish. 

In  all  probability,  more  salmon  are  killed  nowadays 
in  Norway  with  the  spoon  than  with  anything  else, 
and  great  improvements  have  been  effected  in  the 
mounting  of  this  attractive  lure  ;  in  addition  to 
phantoms,  too,  innumerable  other  kinds  of  minnows 
and  spinning  baits  have  been  introduced,  which 
take  their  share  of  fish,  but  on  practically  all  the 
rivers  which  can  be  commanded  from  the  bank  or 
by  wading,  and  on  a  good  many  others,  indeed, 
the  fly  still  holds  its  own. 

Multitudes  of  new  combinations  of  fur  and  feather 
have,  of  course,  been  elucidated  from  the  fertile 
brains  of  anglers,  and  been  christened  with  more 
or  less  eccentric  titles  ;  but  to  attempt  to  refer  by 
name  to  even  a  very  small  proportion  of  these 
elaborate  creations  would  occupy  space  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  modest  article.  Instead,  however, 
of  the  formidable  variety  of  patterns,  so  confusing 
to  the  beginner,  and  which  at  one  time  were  con- 
sidered necessary  to  ensure  success,  many  anglers 
now  adhere  to  a  few  of  the  old-fashioned  flies, 
varying  them  slightly  in  accordance  with  the  pre- 
vailing conditions.  To  some  of  these,  as  they  are 
now  employed  in  Norway,  I  would  venture  briefly 
to  refer. 

First  and  foremost  comes  the  famous  Jock  Scott, 
which  in  its  original  form  is  invariably  a  power  in 
itself  on  any  Norwegian  stream,  and  which  is  capable 
of  effective  modifications  according  to  the  state  of 
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the  weather  and  water.  In  place  of  the  "  lumps  " 
of  feather,  which  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  Jock 
pure  and  simple,  a  number  of  fibres,  forming  a  much 
less  conspicuous  whole,  may  with  advantage  be 
substituted  when  fine  water  is  the  order  of  the  day ; 
while  in  Hke  manner  and  with  the  same  object  in 
view,  the  proportion  of  yellow  silk  and  heavy  tinsel 
in  the  body  may  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

The  so-called  Silver  Jock,  silver  tinsel  being 
substituted  for  the  yellow  floss  silk,  is  a  most  excellent 
all-round  fly,  and  its  wings,  of  course,  may  be 
similarly  modified,  according  to  circumstances. 

One  of  the  most  generally  effective  bodies  I  know 
of,  whether  for  high  or  low,  clear  or  moss- brown 
water,  is  black  floss  silk  ribbed  with  silver  tinseL 
When  tied  big,  two  black  hackles  and  silver  cord 
should  follow  the  curves  of  the  broad  flat  silver 
tinsel,  while  the  wing  should  be  composed  of  "  sprigs"- 
of  bustard,  argus  pheasant,  dyed  swan,  etc.,  two 
pairs  of  tippets  and  two  of  jungle  cock  (each  pair 
of  different  lengths),  with  summer  duck  at  the  sides, 
and  two,  three,  or  four  long  crests  over  all.  When 
tied  on  a  medium-sized  hook,  one  black  hackle,  and 
in  the  wing  single  pairs  of  tippets  and  jungle  cock, 
with  "  fibres '-  instead  of  "  sprigs,'^  are  sufiicient. 
When  tied  small,  the  hackle  may  be  omitted  except 
a  turn  or  two  at  the  shoulder,  and  so  also  the  tippets 
and  jungle  cock  in  the  wing,  and  the  silver  cord. 
With  this  most  unpretentious  insect  I  have  kiUed 
numbers  of  heavy  fish  in  dark,  moss-brown  water, 
when  they  would  look  at  nothing  else,  and  on  one 
river,  which  I  fished  for  several  seasons,  the  salmon 
exhibited  such  a  marked  preference  for  it  that  I 
at  last  gave  up  trying  any  other  pattern  almost 
entirely.  I  experimented  with  all  kinds  of  hackles 
at  the  shoulder,  but  ultimately  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  guinea-fowl  dyed  orange  was  best; 
For  grilse  and  sea-trout,  too,  it  is  excellent.  The 
addition  of  a  small,  short  pair  of  tippets  to  the 
wing,  I  sometimes  found  an  improvement ;  the  fish 
seemed  to  hook  better.  Just  after  sundown  one 
evening  in  late  Ailgust  I  hooked  on  one  of  these 
small,  quiet-looki6g  flies  an  immense  salmon,  which, 
after  having  been  on  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  escaped, 
when  the  gaff  was  outstretched  and  on  the  point 
of  entering  his  broad  flank.  So  exhausted  was  he 
with  the  struggle  that  for  at  least  a  couple  of 
minutes  he  lay  without  motion  on  the  surface  after 
the  hook  had  come  away,  and  had  the  water  not 
been  very  deep  at  the  spot,  he  might  quite  easily 
have  been  gaffed. 

Silver-bodied  flies  are  infinite  in  their  variety, 
and  on  some  rivers  run  the  famous  Jock  pretty  close 
in  their  killing  powers  ;  altered  according  to  require- 
ment in  wing,  and,  of  course,  size,  they  will  hold 
their  own  under  any  reasonable  conditions.  The 
Snowfly,  Silver  Doctor,  and  Wilkinson  are  excellent 
types,  and  I  recoUect  once  tying  a  variation  which 
chanced  to  hit  off  the  requirements  of  the  well- 
known  stream  I  was  fishing  that  year  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner.  The  river  in  question  is  a  big 
one,  there  were  lots  of  fish  in  the  pools,  but  the  water 
—owing  to  the  failure  of  the  snow  supply — ^was 
much  below  the  proper  level,  and  very  clear.  Down 
a  rather  long-shanked  double  hook,  I  wrapped  a 
double  layer  of  thick  flat  silver  tinsel,  turns  of  silver 
cord  all  the  way  down  the  body,  keeping  all  tight 
and  fast ;  weight  and  briUiancy  were  therefore 
secured.  At  the  shoulder  I  put  a  couple  of  turns 
of  a  short,  fhmsy,  brilliant  magenta  hackle,  and  the 
wing  was  composed  of  many  separate  fibres  and  a 
pair  of  jungle  cocks  extending  about  half-way  up 
it.  With  this  "  creation ''  in  a  week  I  killed  thirty- 
eight  fish,  several  of  them  over  301b.  apiece,  and  one 
39-pounder. 

The  only  other  type  of  fly  in  universal  use  in 
Norway  to  which  I  would  briefly  refer  is  that  in 
which,  in  association  with  wings  varying  in  com- 
position, the  body  is  formed  of  small  sections  of 
seal's  fur  graduating  usually  from  yellow  at  the  tail 
to  orange,  and  so  on  to  claret  and  blue,  or  scarlet 
and  black  next  the  shoulder.  The  names  of  the 
flies  coming  under  this  category  are  legion,  and 
many  of  them,  when  technically  described,  resemble 
one  another  so  closely  as  to  be  almost  indistinguish- 
able, but  call  it  by  whatever  name  one  chooses, 
there  is  no  more  workmanfike  combination  extant 
in  the  shape  of  a  salmon  fly,  and  one  more  Ukely  to 
give  a  good  account  of  itself,  than  the  following : — • 
Tail,  a  crest  and  Indian  crow,  and  at  its  base  the 
usual  turn  of  yellow  floss  silk  and  silver  thread ; 
body,  commencing  from  tail,  sections  of  yellow, 
orange,  claret  and  black  seal's  fur,  with  silver  tinsel 
and  dark  claret  hackle  all  the  way  down  ;  a  longish 
fibred,  soft,  plain  black  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wing, 
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of  the  "  mixed  order,  but  with  dark  brown  turkey 
and  bustard  prevailing,  a  single  pair  of  tippets  in 
centre  and  extending  about  two-thirds  of  the  way 
up,  and  one  long  crest  over  all. 

Owing  in  a  measure  to  legitimate  competition 
among  would-be  tenants,  and  in  great  degree  to 
their  having  become  the  medium  of  business  specu- 
lation, Norwegian  salmon  rivers  have  commanded 
high  rents  for  a  number  of  years,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence many  of  those  who  have  to  pay  so  stiffly 
for  their  sport  are  by  no  means  particular  as  to 
what  lures  they  employ  as  long  as  they  are  enabled 
to  hook  fish.  And  so  the  prawn  has  become  a 
naturalised  institution  even  in  Norway.  Originally 
intended  as  a  pis  aller  when  nothing  else  had  any 
chance,  it  is  now  used  on  some  rivers  with  the 
greatest  regularity  under  any  circumstances  of 
weather  and  water.  It  accounts,  no  doubt,  for  a 
number  of  heavy  fish,  but  as — crammed  with  hooks, 
it  is  launched  into  the  water,  it  can  hardly  be 
described  as  a  sporting  lure ;  there  are  many, 
indeed,  who  consider  it  a  pot-huntin^contrivance, 
and  so  the  less  said  about  it  the  better.  Owing 
to  the  cUmatic  conditions,  there  is  comparatively 
little  good  trout  fishing  in  the  rivers  of  Norway, 
but  that  in  lakes  is  practically  unlimited.  The 
endless  chains  which  the  traveller  sees  as  he  passes 
along  the  beaten  tracks,  constitute  a  small  proportion' 
only  of  the  enormous  number  of  sheets  of  fresh 
water  in  the  country.  They  are  of  all  sizes  and 
descriptions,  from  the  huge  lake  into  which  converge 
innumerable  subsidiary  water-systems,  down  to  the 
lonely  tarn,  buried  among  the  mountains,  the  forests, 
or  the  moorlands. 

By  commencing,  say,  about  the  middle  of  June 
at  a  low  level,  and  as  the  summer  progresses  working 
gradually  upwards,  the  angler  can  get  at  least  two 
and  a  half  months'  trout  fishing,  that  is  to  say,  if 
he  can  be  contented  occasionally  with  an  outlying 
farm,  a  saeter,  or  a  hay-hut  for  sleeping  quarters. 
In  the  course  of  a  season  thus  spent,  he  will  perform 
upon  lochs  varying  greatly  in  their  characteristics 
and  in  the  nature  of  their  inhabitants.  Speaking 
generally,  he  will  find  that  the  trout  in  the  big 
lakes  at  a  low  level  are  of  a  somewhat  sulky  disposi- 
tion, while  those  which  live  among  the  higher 
mountain  solitudes  are  a  much  more  free-rising 
generation.  In  the  matter  of  flies,  however,  their 
tastes  are  very  similar,  and  provided  with  a  stock 
of  the  following  patterns,  the  wandering  fisherman 
will  never  find  himself  far  out  under  any  ordinary 
conditions: — (1)  The  March  Brown,  (2)  the  March 
Brown  with  red  tag,  (3)  the  Zulu,  (4)  the  Silver 
Zulu,  (5)  the  Black  Palmer,  (6)  the  Black  Palmer 
with  body  of  silver  tinsel,  (7)  the  Black  Palmer  with 
body  of  peacock  herl,  and  (8)  the  Red  Pal  er. 
The  shallow  lakes,  those,  in  fact,  that  are  best 
adapted  for  the  fly,  are  of  no  use  for  spinning, 
but  when  fishing  deeper  sheets  of  water  a  couple 
of  light  troUing  rods  may  with  advantage  be 
employed  when  going  from  one  fly-fishing  bay  to 
another,  and  when  rowing  home  in  the  evening,  and 
unless  natural  baits  be  available  Phantom  or  Devon 
minnows  are  the  best  lures  to  set  forth  on  these. 
The  water,  however,  on  such  lochs  as  are  adapted 
for  trolling,  does  not  get  sufficiently  warm  until  well 
on  in  summer  to  induce  the  larger  trout  to  come 
forth  from  the  depths,  and,  speaking  generally, 
there  is  little  use  in  spinning  for  brown  trout  before 
the  middle  of  July. 

In  some  of  the  large  lakes  very  heavy  trout  exist 
—they  have  been  captured  up  to  and  even  over 
401b.,  and  towards  the  end  of  August  these  begin 
to  bestir  themselves  and  to  contemplate  spawning 
operations.  By  troUing  with  big  natiu-al  baits, 
heavily  leaded,  and  mounted  on  very  powerful  gear, 
the  angler  who  has  the  taste  for,  and  opportunity 
of,  indulging  in  such  work,  stands  the  chance  of 
killing  one  or  more  of  these  monsters  ;  but  few  people 
will  consider  the  game  worth  the  candle.  On  one 
occasion  I  hooked  one  on  tackle  which  I  fondly 
imagined  was  equal  to  anything,  but  after  he  had 
been  on  for  nearly  an  hour — during  which  time  he 
never  came  near  the  surface — he  managed  to  smash 
the  quadruple  gut  in  the  middle  of  the  flight,  and 
departed.    Rugde. 

The  Vicar  of  Brockley,  who  has  had  some  con- 
siderable experience  in  life,  generally  tells  how 
when  burying  an  Oddfellow,  with  the  procession  all 
in  scarves  and  bands,  and  the  whole  paraphernalia, 
they  marched  to  the  grave  playing  and  singing, 
"  See  the  conquering  hero  comes  "  ;  but  on  the  way 
back  lie  says  he  was  at  his  wits'  end  to  under- 
stand why  the  tune  should  have  been,  "He  don't 
know  where  he's  gone." 


FEESH-WATEE  FISHING  IN 
COENWALL. 


The  delectable  Duchy  is  not  a  land  of  broad 
lakes  and  deep  rivers,  yet  even  in  Cornwall  anglers 
may  get  sport  with  worm  or  fly.  The  Great 
Western  Railway  has  just  published  a  dainty  little 
pamphlet  illustrated  by  charming  photographs 
describing  the  Cornish  Riviera  as  a  winter  health 
and  pleasure  resort.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  sea 
fisherman  may  get  splendid  sport  in  autumn  and 
winter,  but  the  ordinary  summer  tourist  may  have 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  if  he  wants  it.  Summer 
visitors  to  the  land  of  saints  and  pasties  may  be 
glad  to  have  a  short  account  of  the  fresh  water 
fishing  afl^orded  by  the  county. 

Cornwall  is  divided  into  two  fishery  districts — 
those  of  the  Camel  and  the  Fowey.  The  former 
includes  all  lakes  and  streams  having  outlets  into 
the  North  Channel,  and  the  latter,  those  which  fall 
into  the  English  Channel.  The  rod  licence  for 
salmon  is  15s.,  and  for  trout  5s.  In  the  case  of 
trout  little  is  given  for  the  money.  The  bailiff  is 
more  in  evidence  than  a  few  years  ago,  but  trout 
are  still  taken  in  pailfuls  when  leats  are  cleaned  or 
the  rivers  are  low  enough  to  be  dammed  back. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Penzance  there  are 
brooks  at  Newlyn  (two  miles),  at  Lamorna  (four 
miles),  and  at  Penberth  (eight  miles,  on  the  Land's 
End  road).  Fish  of  21b.  and  31b.  weight  have  been 
caught  at  Newlyn  close  to  the  sea. 

One  mile  from  Helston  is  the  Loe  Pool,  the 
largest  body  of  fresh  water  in  the  county;  This 
is  private,  but  a  limited  number  of  season  cards 
are  kindly  granted  to  anglers  in  Helston  and  the 
district.  Day  tickets,  too,  are  sometimes  issued 
by  the  owner,  Captain  Rogers,  R.A.,  of  Penrose, 
Helston.  The  trout  are  pink-fleshed,  with  bright 
silvery  sides,  very  game  and  very  plentiful,  but  the 
fishing  is  uncertain.  The  pool  is  well  stocked  with 
Limneas,  and  this  may  account  for  the  way  in  which 
the  fish  sometimes  ignore  the  fly.  The  Loe  is  fed 
mainly  by  the  River  Cober,  and  at  Windron,  three 
miles  up,  there  is  good  fishing  in  the  deep  pools. 
A  fish  was  taken  here  some  years  ago  which  weighed 
6lb.,  and  there  are  large  ones  there  still.  I  have 
recently  heard  that  a  "  fisher  of  men  "  has  bought 
up  all  the  fishing  here,  and  has  incontineatly  sum- 
moned one  offender  before  the  local  bench.  If  a 
fishing  association  were  formed  such  incidents 
might  be  prevented,  but  in  fishing  matters  at  least 
Gornishmen  are  not  "  one  and  alL''  At  Falmouth 
there  is  a  small  brook  at  Budock,  and  a  larger  one 
at  Gonstantine,  four  miles  away,  where  two  miles  of 
worm  fishing  and  half-a-mile  of  fly  fishing  can  be 
had.  Falmouth  and  Penryn  are  suppUed  by  a 
reservoir  of  many  acres,  which  is  rented  by  some 
gentlemen  from  Truro,  etc.  The  fishing  is  remark- 
ably good.  In  the  large  reservoir  there  are  ordinary 
brook  trout  and  Loch  Leven  fish.  Salmo  jontinalis 
has  been  placed  in  a  smaller  lake,  and  gives  fine 
sport.    The  fish  run  from  lib.  to  31b. 

At  Truro  the  best  stream  is  at  Tresillian,  near  one 
of  the  entrances  to  Tregothnan.  Trout  and  peal 
are  plentiful. 

To  fish  the  Fowey  one  could  make  a  stay  at 
Lostwithiel,  where  lodgings  are  moderate  in  price. 
There  are  peal,  salmon,  and  trout.  The  trout  are 
small.  Mr.  W.  Senior,  writing  of  the  Devonshire 
trout  in  "Waterside  Sketches,"  tells  us  that  "the 
bulk  of  the  trout  were  about  the  dimension  of  sprats, 
and  these,  on  the  first  day,  I,  in  my  ignorance, 
returned  to  the  water.  Three  or  four,  however, 
injured  beyond  redemption  by  the  steel,  went  to 
the  cook  with  what  I  deemed  to  be  the  sizeable 
fish,  and  at  dinner  I  made  a  discovery.  The  Dart- 
moor troutlets  are  the  best  flavoured  and  sweetest 
eating  fish  it  was  ever  my  good  fortune  to  taste.'' 
This  might  as  truly  be  written  of  Cornish  trout, 
and  the  scenery  on  the  Fowey  and  Camel  is  equal 
to  anything  in  England,  and  that  is  something  for 
the  angler  who  is  nearly  always  a  Nature  lover,  as 
well  as  an  admirer  of  Uttle  and  big  trout,  both  in 
basket  and  in  brook. 

In  fishing  the  Camel  the  angler  would  stay  at 
Bodmin  for  the  lower  parts  of  the  river,  and  at 
Camelford  for  the  upper.  There  are  fine  capabilities 
in  this  lovely  stream,  but  the  Board  of  Conservators 
do  not  show  much  energy  in  their  duties — in  fact, 
rights,  that  is,  their  rights,  and  not  duties  seem  to 
be  their  ruling  principle.  They  are,  no  doubt,  a 
worthy  body  of  gentlemen,  but  whether  they  have 
the  regard  of  the  fishermen  is  another  matter.  At 
their  last  meeting  their  time  was  mainly  occupied 


in  censuring  the  baihff  for  firing  a  revolver  to 
frighten  night  poachers,  and  in  reading  correspond- 
ence with  the  Fishery  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  No  reference  is  made  to  the  state  of  the 
fishing; 

In  East  Cornwall  the  Lynher  has  recently  been 
almost  freed  from  mineral  pollution,  and  it  ought 
to  become  a  good  salmon  and  trout  river.  The 
Upper  Lynher  and  the  Inny  are  full  of  troutj  These 
streams  can  be  reached  either  from  Launceston  or 
Liskeard,  six  or  eight  miles. 

In  all  these  streams  wading  is  imnecessary.  As 
to  flies,  every  one  in  his  own  order,  but  with 
trembhng  and  fear  I  give  a  list  roughly  in  seasonal 
order: — ^March  Brown,  Blue  Upright,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  Red  Palmer,  Blue  Dun,  Coachman — ■ 
always  and  anywhere — Wickham,  Bluebottle,  Cow- 
dung,  and  August  Dun.  Fishing  begins  in  middle 
of  March,  and  ends  last  day  of  September. 

T;  J.  P. 


IMPEOVING  A  PEIVATE  TEOUT 
STEEAM. 


On  a  small  property  of  mine,  about  400ft.  above 
sea-level,  I  have  a  small  brook  about  6ft.  wide, 
partly  artificial,  about  half  a  mile  long,  with  a  screen 
at  each  end,  and  seven  small  ponds,  about  an  acre 
altogether,  which  I  excavated  on  the  course  of  the 
brook.  I  admit  and  regi^ate  the  water  to  this  brook 
by  shuttles,  and  have  arranged  an  overflow  for 
flood  water  into  another  brook,  so  that  the  water 
level  is  constant  and  the  weeds  are  never  left  dry. 
There  are  no  coarse  fish,  pike,  or  eels  in  the  brook, 
although  they  exist  below  the  mills  lower  down  ; 
and  I  fancy  it  is  because  the  water  is  too  cold  for 
them,  as  I  think  they  have  had  access  to  the  brook 
in  past  times.  I  stocked  this  water  with  more  trout 
than  could  be  entirely  supported  by  the  natural  food, 
and  therefore  they  are  also  artificially  fed  with  the 
usual  dried  meat  soaked  in  hot  water.  There  is 
a  good  amount  of  water-snails  which  I  introduced 
from  other  brooks,  and  which  have  increased  enor- 
mously, plenty  of  water  insects,  stone  loach  and 
miller's  thumb,  a  very  good  rise  of  May  Fly,  plenty 
of  other  fly,  and  a  fair  number  of  water  shrimps, 
which,  however,  I  think  were  rather  checked 
temporarily  by  the  freshly-dug  peat  found  in  several 
of  the  ponds.  I  also  made  some  shallow  weed  beds 
with  stUl  water  for  frogs  to  spawn  in,  and  I  have 
kept  down  the  water-rats  to  prevent  them  eating 
the  old  frogs,  so  there  were  great  numbers  of 
tadpoles  for  the  trout  in  the  spring. 

In  this  screened  brook  and  ponds  I  have 
planted  large  quantities  of  watercress  in  shallow 
beds  at  the  edges  of  the  stream  and  round  the 
ponds ;  I  have  filled  the  running  streams  with 
star  wort,  which  thrives  beautifully ;  and  I  have 
planted  lakewort  and  lobeUa  in  the  ponds  with  a 
few  coloured  water-lflies  for  shade.  These  plants 
are  the  best  for  the  water-snails  and  insect  hfe,  on 
the  abundance  of  which  the  success  of  the  fishery 
depends.  I  have  used  every  possible  means  of 
favouring  insect  growth  by  arranging  the  weed- beds 
so  that  the  trout  cannot  exterminate  the  insects, 
planting  patches  of  weeds  out  of  reach  of  the  trout 
to  act  as  insect  preserves  and  nurseries.  I  have  also 
fenced  the  water  off  from  cattle,  so  that  the  long 
grasses  may  grow  and  seed  along  the  edges  of  the 
brook  to  increase  the  production  of  flies  and  moths, 
and  have  planted  a  few  oaks,  alders,  and  gooseberry 
bushes  to  produce  caterpillars  which  will  drop  in  the 
stream. 

I  have  provided  and  made  proper  rapid  runs  and 
falls  over  stones  and  shallow  weirs  for  the  purpose  of 
aerating  the  water  at  the  head  of  every  pond,  with 
beds  of  small  gravel  in  rapid  streams  for  spawning 
and  cleansing  purposes.  The  brook  was  originally 
only  about  350yds.  long,  but  there  was  some 
useless  marsh  land  near  it,  and  at  suitable  places 
I  put  in  weirs  with  about  4!n.  fall,  and  dug  new 
lengths  of  brook  about  70yds.  long  at  each  weir, 
the  water  entering  these  new  lengths  immediately 
above  the  weir  and  returning  immediately  below 
the  weir  after  winding  about  to  suit  the  ground; 
The  brook  was  only  4ft.  wide  at  first,  but  I  widened 
it  to  about  6ft.  by  cutting  off  one  side,  leaving  the 
plants  and  bushes  intact  on  the  other  side,  and 
arranging  deeper  places  occasionally  as  refuges  for  the 
trout  to  retreat  to  when  disturbed  on  the  shallowsj 
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A  pond  which  is  well  shaded  by  a  little  island  with 
trees  on  seems  to  bo  preferred  'by  the  trout  to  the 
others.  I  put  seven  small  islands  on  one  pond 
chiefly  for  shade.  The  ponds  having  4ft.  of  water 
are  preferred  to  those  having  2ft..  especially  when 
the  water  is  clear.  The  weirs  had  the  effect  in  hot 
weather  of  skimming  the  warm  water  from  the 
top  of  the  ponds,  and  that  was  good  for  the  top 
five  ponds  as  it  left  the  cool  water  in  them,  but 
the  two  bottom  ponds  suffered  from  it  as  they  were 
rather  shallow,  and  I  lost  about  thirty  fish  (a  very 
small  proportion  of  the  whole)  in  the  hot  weather, 
and  I  have  consequently  decided  to  deepen  these 
two  ponds  to  about  Mt.  The  whole  water  is  laid 
out  as  like  a  natural  stream  as  possible,  and  there 
are  scores  of  good  places  where  trout  lie  waiting 
for  food  to  float  down;  the  flies  setthng  on  the 
water  do  not  have  to  wait  long  in  suspense.  I 
try  to  keep  off  the  herons,  but  I  don't  grudge  the 
kingfishers  a  small  share  of  the  httle  trout  and 
loach.  The  water  is  in  a  very  rural  district,  away 
from  population  or  main  roads. 

I  put  in  two-year-old  brown  trout  and  also 
yearlings  last  Christmas  from  several  hatcheries 
so  as  to  mix  the  strain;  and  the  former  now 
average  ^Ib.,  but  I  caught  one  last  week  of  loJ-oz., 
and  I  beheve  there  are  many  of  lib.  weight 
ahready.  The  brown  trout  rose  well  to  the  natural 
fly,  but  I  think  they  rely  chiefly  on  the  artificial 
food  at  present,  and  their  flesh  is  white.  In  the 
same  ponds  I  put  in  some  yearling  rainbows  (from 
the  Trent  Company's  Hatchery,  Milton,  near 
Burton)  last  May  from  Sin.  to  5m.  long,  and  I  took 
out  one  lib.  and  one  ll^z.  after  four  months,  and 
only  about  eighteen  months  old.  The  rainbows,  I 
fancy,  eat  more  insects  and  natural  food,  though 
they  also  eat  freely  of  the  artificial  food,  and  their 
flesh  IS  pink.  I  never  sa,^  trout  look  more  healthy 
or  a  better  shape. 

On  the  same  property  I  have  a  larger  natural 
brook  about  1000  yards  long,  of  which  I  own  one  side 
only.  There  are  plenty  of  wild  brown  trout  in  it,  but 
they  do  not  get  much  more  than  ooz.  weight.  They 
hve  entirely  on  natural  food  with  plenty  of  water 
shrmips.  The  flesh  of  these  brown  trout  is  white  ; 
but  a  stray  rainbow  Hving  in  the  same  brook  under 
the  same  conditions  had  pink  flesh.  Strange  to  say 
four  miles  further  down  this  brook,  about 
^OOft  above  sea-level,  and  where  there  are  coarse 
hsh  also,  and  the  brook  is  double  the  size,  I  am  told 
the  flesh  of  the  brown  trout  is  pmk. 

I  have  also  both  sides  of  a  third  brook  with  plenty 
ot  fall,  under  shady  trees,  fuU  of  water  shrimps, 
but  with  only  a  mere  trickle  of  water  in  summer 
not  enough  to  fill  a  Sin.  pipe ;  but  by  damming 
and  ponding  up  the  water  at  several  places  vnth 
weu-s  to  a  depth  of  about  2ft.  it  has  held  a  large 
stock  of  yearhng  brown  trout  without  losing  any 
during  the  hot  summer  weather  by  over-heating 
These  trout  are  not  fed,  and  I  have  not  killed  any  in 
this  brook  yet,  so  do  not  know  the  colour  of  the  flesh. 

VVhat  18  the  cause  of  the  pink  flesh  ?  Is  it  any 
kind  of  food  such  as  the  water-shrimp ;  is  it  the 
strain  of  trout,  age,  temperature  of  water,  or  what 
other  cause  ?  Have  rainbows  always  pink  flesh? 
If  so,  it  is  another  point  in  their  favour,  added  to 
then:  rapid  growth  and  wonderful  strength.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  pink  flesh  is  any  better  eating 
than  the  white,  but  most  people  prefer  it ;  anfl,  if 
the  cause  of  it  is  known,  most  fishery  owners  would 
like  to  secure  trout  with  pink  flesh.  I  shall  put  in 
more  rainbows  in  the  screened  brook,  from  which 
they  cannot  possibly  escape  down  stream. 

It  always  seems  to  me  that  anglers  should  devote 
more  attention  to  the  improvement  of  their  fisheries, 
increasing  the  food  supply  and  consequent  weight  of 
the  trout,  planting  useful  weeds,  providing  shade, 
destroying  the  enemies  of  trout,  providing  for  the 
protection  of  spawn,  etc.,  instead  of  devoting  all 
then-  attention  to  the  mere  catching  of  trout  as  is 
the  case  with  the  great  majority  of  anglers.  Cer- 
tainly on  the  odd  days  which  I  have  been  able  to 
spare  from  ray  profession  in  pursuit  of  this  hobby 
to  visit  this  property  and  superintend  all  these 
arrangements,  I  have  found  the  improvement  of  the 
fishery  as  interesting  as  catching  the  trout,  though 
I  am  keen  enough  at  the  latter  also.  Incidentally, 
I  believe  the  weed-beds  will  be  greatly  visited  by 
snipe.  °      J  J 

I  have  fished  in  most  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
but  from  my  experience  of  the  last  twelve  months  I 
think  it  is  possible  on  a  small  suitable  property  to 
get  more  trout  of  greater  weight  than  can  be  had  in 
any  of  the  pubUc  waters  of  Scotland  or  Ireland. 

W.  H,  RADF0BD4 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCBS,  &c 

Reports  {io  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning.: 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — The  river  is 
fining  down  again,  but  roach  have  been  feeding 
mors  freely.  I  was  at  Datchet  on  Nov.  14  with 
Mr.  C.  H.  C.  Lowe,  and  we  had  a  nice  lot  of  roach 
up  to  lib.  and  five  fair  chub.  The  fog  was 
fearful.  The  great  competition  at  Windsor  resulted 
in  a  victory  for  "  Jack  "  Henning?,  a  Kensington 
local  angler.  He  won  the  last  great  compe 
tition  in  the  tidal  waters.  His  two  brothers 
also  had  a  prize  each,  namely,  the  fourth  and  the 
tenth.  At  Henley  the  water  was  improved  by  the 
rain,  but  sport  has  not  been  very  good.  Since  my 
last  report,  at  Marlow  Mr.  Scott  has  landed  five 
pike  (best  4 Jib.),  Mr.  Fry  four  (including  one  of 
6^]h.),  and  Mr.  Cook  a  brace  of  pike.  A  similar 
fish  of  151b.  is  also  reported  to  have  been  had 
at  Windsor,  but  I  have  no  confirmation  of  it 
At  the  Thames  Conservancy  meeting  on  Monday, 
the  chairman  presented  a  workman,  named  Lloyd, 
in  the  service  of  the  Conservators,  with  the  certificate 
of  the  Royal  Humane  Society  and  an  award  of  one 
sovereign,  for  rescuing  two  boys  from  drowning  in 
Odney  Weir  pool.  The  chairman  added  a  gratuity 
of  two  guineas  from  the  Board. — F.  H.  Amphxett. 

  (Henley).  —  The  rain  of  last  week  has 

improved  the  condition  of  the  river,  but  sport  has 
only  been  very  moderate  during  the  past  week. 
Some  fairly  good  bags  of  roach  have  been  made 
here  and  there,  but  these  fish  are  not  feeding  at  all 
well  at  present.  The  stream  has  slackened  a  bit 
since  the  rain,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  there  is 
very  httle  stream  indeed.  Mr.  Eseombe,  in  two 
days'  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  has  taken  saven  jack, 
four  of  which  weighed  181b.,  while  patrons  of 
J.  James,  J.  Arlett,  and  G.  Vaughan  have  had  some 
moderate  sport.  We  want  a  lot  more  raia  before 
there  will  be  any  really  good  fishing. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — This  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  all-round  angling.  Mr.  F.  E.  Loneon 
took  501b.  weight  of  roach,  the  largest  lib.  14oz., 
and  six  good  perch,  the  largest  21b. ;  Mr.  Wal  Pink 
also  took  thirteen  pike,  the  largest  131b.,  also  five 
perch,  the  largest  21b.  6oz. ;  and  another  angler 
took  one  pike  of  61b.,  and  a  perch  of  IJlb.  ;  ]\Ir. 
Pearson  also  took  some  perch  in  private  waters,  the 
largest  Spb.— M.  W.  Haytee. 

BottiBham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week  at  midday,  after  slight  frosts  and  fogs,  the 
weather  upon  the  whole  has  been  very  invitinf  to 
the  angler  for  a  visit  to  the  Cam.  Some  days 
no  notable  baskets  were  made  amongst  the 
roach,  only  bait  size  being  had.  Although  the 
river  is  in  perfect  order  with  a  good  colour  only 
occasional  sport  has  been  had  amongst  the 
pike.  There  being  such  an  excellent  stock  this  has 
given  great  disappointment.  Only  a  few  lucky 
anglers  have  secured  two  or  three  fish  to  a  rod  a 
day.  Largest  fish  41b.  They  are  running  small  at 
present. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).— The 
season  which  terminated  on  Nov.  15  was  the  wo  -st 
for  the  last  thirty  years.  Salmon  rarely,  if  ever, 
ran  in  fewer  numbers,  and  400  less  than  last  season 
were  taken.  The  angUng  association  water  yielded 
about  thirty-five  fish.  Sea-trout  also  ran  poorly, 
but  in  the  lower  reaches  there  was  a  capital  stock  of 
white  trout,  and  these  provided  good  sport  for  the 
Cockerton  anglers.  Poaching  was  never  more  rife 
than  this  season,  but  the  Derwent  Fishery  Board 
are  credited  with  the  intention  of  reorganising  their 
watchmg  staff,  and  of  blockmg  and  spiling  their 
water  next  season. — Black  Tom. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  heavy  rain  a  week  ago 
brought  five  feet  of  water  into  the  river,  and  we 
were  hopeful  of  a  heavy  run  of  s^knon.  But  it  did 
not  come  off.  Only  a  few  fish  seem  to  have  left  the 
Solway,  many  favourite  pools  not  showing  a  sign  of 
life.  In  the  last  few  days  Mr.  C.  Liddell,  of 
Warwick  Hall,  has  landed  thrae  fish;  Mr.'  E. 
L.  Hough,  one,  28ilb.,  in  the  Crosby  watsr  • 
Mr.  W.  Wilson,  one,  at  Eden  Grove;  Mr.  Johnstone', 
one,  at  Rickerby;  and  Mr.  Bridger,  one,  at  Irthing 
Foot.  In  the  Cargo  water,  Mr.  H.  B.  Lockhart 
one,  161b. ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Lockhart,  one,  91b.  ;  and  Mr! 
Henderson,  one,  lllb.  In  the  angling  association 
water  Mr.  W.  Wilson  has  had  two,  15Ib.  and  171b.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Graham,  one,  201b. ;  and  Mr.  Robert 
Caddie,  one,  lOlb.  So  endeth  a  very  poor  autumn 
for  anglers. — Silver  Grey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Bxeter).— Perch,  pike,  and 
roach  fishing  has  been  quite  up  to  the  average.  The 
best  catches  have  been  made  at  Cowley,  Exwick, 
St.  David's,  and  Countess  Weir,  while  in  the  canal 
at  Hannaford's  Looks,  Topshara,  Turf,  Black  House, 
and  Limekilns,  perch,  roach,  and  a  few  fine  eels 


have  been  caught.  Pollack  fishing  at  Starcross  has 
been  more  than  ordinarily  good,  whilst  at  Exm  outh 
Pier  and  in  the  dock  fine  bass,  pollack,  mullet,  and 
the  best  smelt  for  size  for  many  months  have  been 
captured  with  ragworm.  Mr.  R.  Mostyn  had  one 
pollack,  2pb.,  Messrs.  Worthy  and  White  one  each 
of  21b.,  Mr.  Perry  twelve  bass  one  night,  151b.,  and 
Messrs.  W.  Cobley,  Pollard,  Bastin,  Dyer,  Beck, 
Duchscherer,  Poplin,  and  Cotgrove  were  also 
successful. — Red  Palmer. 

Iina  and  Tribntariea. — There  is  again  very  little 
sport  to  record  from  the  Lea,  and  anglers  are 
anticipating  no  improvement  in  baskets  until  the 
river  has  been  flushed.  The  recent  rains  have  not 
been  heavy  enough  to  bring  about  this  desirable 
rosiJt,  and  the  watjr  is  clear  and  contains  much 
rubbish.  Roach  have  been  taken  at  Ryo  House, 
Ware,  and  St.  Margaret's,  and  at  Hertford  Mr. 
Warner  has  landed,  among  other  roach,  six  fish 
scaling  6lb.  Pike  ought  to  be  moving,  but  I  have 
no  captures  worth  reporting  in  this  week's  record. — 
Izaak  Walton. 

Lowestoft  (Oulton  Broad  and  District).— 
The  tides  have  been  high  daring  the  past  week, 
consequently  few  anglers  have  had  luck  with  pike, 
though  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  taken.  Next  week 
ought  to  be  good.  Live  baiting  with  snap  tackle 
is  exclusively  used  here,  bait  being  supplied  at  the 
Wherry  Hotel,  and  from  the  boatmen.  Anyone 
bringing  down  preserved  dace  might  find  it  an 
alluring  bait,  however. — H.  L.  F. 

iMTLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  improved  by  the  late  rain.  The 
weather  has  been  changeable :  nights  and  days  cold, 
with  the  heavy  fog  until  midday,  then  beautiful 
and  fine,  and  suitable  for  grayhng.  The  grayling 
have  been  more  on  the  move,  and  rising  at  the 
fly.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  and  tried 
Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect,  Whirhng  Blue, 
Little  Brown  and  Red  Ant,  and  several  nice  lots  of 
fish  have  been  landed.  Grasshopper  fishing  (sink 
and  draw)  should  be  good  at  present.  Prospects  for 
sport  are  better.  The  Pinsley  is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborong'li). — Limited  number  of 
catches  this  week,  owing  to  the  fish  being  rather 
out  of  condition.  Water  clear  and  low.  The  best 
pike  captured  this  season,  weighing  lOlb.  8oz.,  was 
taken  this  week  by  Mr.  H.  Ward,  Peterborough, 
near  the  Old  Boatyard,  close  to  the  Town  Bridge. 
A  fine  tench,  weighing  21b.  4Joz.,  was  caught  to-day 
(Wednesday)  by  Mr.  H.  Wallis,  Peterborough,  near 
Woodstone  Staunch. — E.  A.  S. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necli). — There  was  a  great  rise  in  the  water  in  all 
these  rivers  commencing  with  Thursday,  Nov.  10, 
and  it  was  fortunate  the  gale  of  wind  subsided  late 
on  Wednesday  night  (Nov.  9),  and  a  more  serious 
flood  thus  averted.  Since  then  we  have  had  no  more 
rain,  but  typical  November  fogs  have  been  much  in 
evidence,  with,  as  a  rule,  sharp  frosts  at  night,  and 
on  some  days  the  fog  cleared  off  about  midday, 
which  was  taken  advantage  of  by  local  grayling 
anglers  with  fair  success,  and  these  delicate  fish  are 
now  in  the  height  of  condition.  Very  little  has  been 
done  amongst  coarse  fish,  excepting  the  capture  of  a 
few  small  pike  in  the  Vyrnwy  above  Llanyniynech. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Sussex    Rivers    and    Chichester    Canal. — 

White  frosts  have  been  in  evidence  the  past  few 
mornings,  succeeded  by  bright  days,  with  fog  at 
eventide.  Sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  Rother, 
Mr.  Freemantle,  the  courteous  host  of  the  Eagle  at 
Midhurst,  with  a  couple  of  visitors,  fishing  recentlj' 
near  Midhurst,  landed  three  nice  pike,  one  of  121b., 
a  nice  fish  of  101b.,  and  a  smaller  one  of  about  4lb. 
Mr.  Barden,  Chichester,  lost  the  biggest  fish  of  the  day 
through  bimgling  on  the  part  of  those  who  assisted — 
the  fish  was  on  the  bank  when  it  dropped  back  into 
the  water ;  several  small  fish  were  returned ;  a 
71b.  fish  was  also  secured.  From  the  tidal  water 
at  Berwick  Mr.  F.  King  has  taken  a  few  roa<:h 
and  dace.  Pike  fishermen  at  Barcombe  met  with 
but  poor  success ;  a  few  small  pike  were  taken, 
and  roach  up  to  lib.  Mr.  A.  Pomphrey  secured 
a  brace  of  tench,  weighing  2  Jib.,  from  the 
Adur  at  Henfield,  and  a  pike  of  51b.  was  taken 
above  Steyning.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good 
condition.  Weeds  are  being  cleared  from  the  upper 
reaches.  Pike  have  not  fed  well.  The  heaviest 
fish  I  hear  of  weighed  4pb.  Bream  up  to  l|lb., 
a  perch  of  2;^lb.,  and  roach  up  to  lOoz.  is  the  leading 
record  of  the  week. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  in  this  part  is 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level.  There  has  been 
several  falls  of  rain,  which  has  refreshed  the  river. 
The  nights  and  days  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
were  very  foggy  and  cold,  and  suitable  for  grayling, 
and  they  have  been  rising  well  at  midday. 
There  has  been  a]  fair  number  of  anglers  out, 
who  have  tised  Red  Tag,  Red  Ant,  Blues,  Silver 
Dun,  Green  Insect,  and  Gold  Tip  with  success. 
Maggot  fishing  has  been  tried,  and  nice  chub,  dace, 
and  roach  landed.    Eels  have  been  taken  at  the 


370 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


November  19,  1904 


mills.  At  the  end  of  last  week  an  angler  catching 
minnows  for  pike  caught  a  trout  'of  31b.,  which  waa 
at  once  returned  to  the  river.  Trout  are  now  going 
over  the  weirs  up  to  the  spawning  beds.  On 
"■uesday  (Nov.  15)  some  good  grayling  were  landed 
with  fly.  Prospects  for  sport  are  now  improved. 
Pike  fishing  is  quiet ;  the  fish  will  not  look  at  live- 
bait.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  order.  Fishing  in^  them  quiet  this 
week. — S.  Ludlow.  ''  -        <  ■, 

Tenxe  Tenbury.  — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  but  is  still  on  the 
low  side.  Rain  ha?  been  had  and  has  refreshed  the 
water,  and  heavy  fogs  have  been  good  for  grayling 
fishing.  The  grayling  have  been  moving  better 
this  week  at  fly  and  maggot.  A  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  ha?  been  better. 
On  Nov.  15,  above  Tenbury,  some  fair  sized  gray- 
ling were  landed  with  the  fly.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
the  weather  is  beautiful  and  fine,  and  grayling  have 
been  well  on  the  feed,  and  prospects  for  sport  good. 
— Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neigrhbonring 
Xtivers. — Since  last  report  there  has  been  practically 
no  rain,  with  the  result  that  the  rivers  are  again  very 
low.  Of  course  in  the  natural  order  of  things  we 
should  get  a  good  lot  of  rain  at  about  this  time  of  the 
year,  and  the  want  of  it  is  being  seriously  felt  in  this 
neighbourhood,  not  only  from  a  fishing  standpoint, 
which  is  with  what  we  have  to  deal.  The  salmon 
and  bull  trout  are  imable  to  get  up  to  the  spawning 
beds  in  many  cases  for  want  of  water,  and  unless  they 
do  so  it  must  surely  affect  the  fishing  next  season. 
Amongst  the  grayling  during  the  past  week  the 
sport  has  been  very  good,  indeed  several  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  of  ten  or  twelve  brace 
beside  other  smaller  ones — the  fish  mostly  of  good 
size  too,  and  in  splendid  condition  I  am  told.  Best 
flies  :  Red  Tag,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Silver  Dun,  and 
Black  and  Silver. — Henry  A.  Mubton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Wellana  (Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St. 
James). — Pike  fishing  has  been  excellent  in  this 
district  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  J.  Boyden  having 
captured  twenty  pike  in  two  days,  tha  largest 
scaling  l^lh.  Mr.  J.  Charity,  Mr.  J.  Wright,  and  Mr. 
H.  Hayes  sscurcd  one  each,  all  in  g  jod  condition. 
One  gentl;man  (name  not  mentioned)  caught  in 
three  days  1341b. ,  several  scaling  from  81b.  to  12  b. 
each.  Mr.  J.  T.  Harris,  of  Millfie  d,  Peterborough, 
fishing  here  on  Nov.  10,  secured  a  nice  brace  of  pike, 
scaing  101b.,  a  perch  of  lib.  6oz.,  and  a  very  fine 
chub  of  41b.  8oz.— E.  A.  S. 

Wyfj  ttJid  Oerwent  i  Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  fined  down  since  the  heavy  rain  of  last  week, 
and  are  in  fairly  good  order  for  the  fiy,  but,  owing 
to  some  unknown  cause,  very  few  grayling  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly.  One  and  a  half  to  two  and  a 
half  brace  have  been  the  average  catch.  The  Detwent 
afforded  very  little  better  sport,  with  the  exception 
of  one  gentleman  fishing  the  Hathersage  portion 
who  secured  four  and  a  half  brace.  The  Darley 
Dale  Club's  water  is  yielding  a  few  nice  fish,  mostly 
taken  by  bottom  fishermen,  swimming  the  worm 
and  maggjt.  Mr.  Barber,  fishing  this  water,  landed 
several  nice  grayling ;  also  many  trout  have  been 
caught  in  this  coloured  water,  and  I  trust  promptly 
returned  to  their  native  element.  The  fish  poison- 
ing in  the  Wye  at  Bakewell  still  appears  to  be  a 
mystery,  and  also  in  the  Derwent  at  Calver ;  it  is 
thought  by  some  that  they  have  been  maliciously 
poisoned ;  if  so,  I  hope  the  offenders  will  be  brought 
to  justice  and  severely  dealt  with.  Useful  flies:  Ash 
Dun,  Claret  Bumble,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Needle  Fly, 
Autumn  Dun,  Grey  Palmer,  Silver  Dun,  Red  Tag, 
and  Furnace  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe.  Nidd.  Derwent,  Onae, 
etc.  (Torks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  now 
running  in  excellent  trim  after  last  week's  flood. 
The  flood  has  enabled  a  few  salmon  to  get  up  the 
rivers  a  little.  There  has  been  no  salmon  fisliing 
this  autumn  owing  to  the  low  water,  which  made 
anglers  get  disgusted,  and  really  exasperating  to 
the  salmon  anglers  who  have  waited  for  rain  for 
the  last  two  months  to  find  that  there  is  plenty 
a  week  after  the  close  time  commenced.  One 
ardent  fisherman  remarked  that  he  had  gone  to  have 
11  look  at  the  river  on  Wednesday  and  the  water  was 
in  such  volume  as  to  reach  from  bank  to  bank. 
"  Ah !  "  he  sighed,  "  if  it  had  only  come  a  month 
earlier,  then  wo  would  have  had  some  sport  indeed." 
One  can  imagine  the  said  angler  looking  on  at  the 
heavy  water  in  something  like  the  same  spirit  as  the 
two  gold  miners  that  Mark  Twain  talks  about,  who 
having  sold  their  claim  as  worthless,  were  disgusted 
to  see  some  other  fellows  follow  up  and  pull 
out  nugget  after  nugget.  It  is  recorded  that 
the  amount  of  purely  ornamental  language 
emanating  from  the  original  proprietors  as  they 
Bat  h  )ur  by  hour  looUi  ig  on  Wns  somewliat  startling. 
So  it  would  bo  with  the  fisherman  named,  were  he 
other  than  the  righteous  man  ho  is  known  to  be. 
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The  flood  'of  '  last  '  week  cleared  the  bed  of  ten 
Wharfe,  which  was  much  needed.  ^The  river  has  be  ir 
in  fine  trim  during  the  last  few  days,  and  some  fa 
grayling  have  been  caught  at  Burnsall,  Ilkley,  and 
Collingham  Bridge.  On  Nov.  15  Mr.  J.  W.  Grassham 
had  a  nice  catch  of  grayling  weighing  about  71b. 
In  the  lower  districts  some  pike  have  been  caught 
at  Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulleskelf.  Mr.  J.  R. 
H.  Bosley  had  two  very  fair  pike  on  Saturday  last. 
Very  few  anglers  have  bean  out  on  the  Yore  in  the 
upper  reaches  at  Hawes,  Aysgarth,  and  Redmire 
during  the  last  few  days.  Sport  on  the  whole  has 
not  been  good,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  mildness 
of  the  weather.  What  is  wanted  now  for  sport 
amongst  the  grayling  is  some  frosty  weather 
to  improve  sport.  Very  little  has  been  done  at 
Wensley  and  Middleham.  Sport  has  been  fair  at 
Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon  amongst  the  dace 
and  grayling.  The  Nidd  is  running  in  better  con- 
dition, some  fine  grayling  being  caught  in  the  upper 
reaches.  In  the  lower  reaches  some  very  fair  sport 
has  been  met  with  at  ICnaresborough,  Ribston,  and 
Hunsingore.  The  Derwent  has  been  in  fair  trim  in  the 
upper  reaches.  Some  very  fine  grayling  have  been 
caught.  In  the  lower  districts  very  fair  sport 
among.st  the  cjarse  fish  has  been  met  with  at 
Yeddinghara,  Malton,  Hutton's  Ambo,  and  Castle 
Howard.  The  Swale  has  been  in  better  trim  since 
the  flood '  came  down,  very  nice  sport  amongst  the 
grayling  being  met  with  at  Catterick  and  Easeby. 
Prospects  better  with  a  few  frosts.  Best  flies  are 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Blue 
Hawk,  Apple  Green  Dun,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
Fog  Black. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

"  North  of  Scotland. — Dee.— H.R.H.  the  Duchess 
of  Fife,  the  Duke,  and  family  left  Mar  Lodge  on 
Monday  afternoon,  and  joined  the  London  train  from 
Aberdeen  in  the  evening.  The  Duchess  has  enjoyed 
a  most  magnificent  season  both  from  a  weather  and 
sporting  point  of  view,  and  her  total  bag  is  not  very 
far  behind  an  average  year.  The  river  is  still  as  low 
as  ever,  and  the  worst  fears  are  being  entertained 
as  to  an  abortive  spawning  season  being  the  result 
of  the  excessive  spell  of  drought  which  has  now 
continued  with  very  slight  interruptions  since  June. 
There  are  very  few  spawners  on  the  redds — not 
one  pair  for  a  dozen — and  this  month  is  usually 
reckoned  the  busiest  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Dee  and  such-like  streams.  Even  if  the  weather 
does  change  it  is  more  than  likely  to  give  place  to 
frost  and  snow,  and  so  keep  the  rivers  at  a  lower 
level  still.  On  the  Don  the  bailiffs  have  been  busy 
carting  the  fish  up  the  river  past  the  dam,  dykes, 
and  such  like  obstructions,  but  the  best  efforts  in 
this  direction  are  nothing  compared  to  a  timely 
flood  if  only  for  a  few  days.  Lord  Penrhyn's  total 
for  the  autumn  just  ended  was  seventeen  fish,  not 
seventy  as  formerly  reported.  On  Carlogie,  Mr. 
AVm.  Farquhar  had  only  four,  but  this  was  the  best 
(sic)  section  in  the  Kincardine  O'NeU  district,  where 
fish  are  creeled  by  the  dozen  daily  on  every  other 
beat  in  a  good  year.  In  spite  of  the  collapse  of  the 
past  season  there  is  a  keen  demand  for  next  spring, 
and  active  inquiries  are  being  made  for  every  likely 
bit  of  water  that  may  be  to  let.  Most  of  the  old 
tenants  are  coming  back  again. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Kivers. — 
The  slight  rise  of  the  rivers  last  week  has  not  done 
much  good.  The  rivers  are  again  as  low  as  they 
were  before,  and  in  as  bad  a  state  of  filth.  A  few 
fresh  fish  are  up,  and  there  is  not  much  improve- 
ment in  the  sport  to  record.  In  Boldside  Water,  on 
Nov.  11,  Mr.  J.  Bell  Irving  had  a  salmon  of  191b., 
Mr.  C.  F.  H.  Scott  two  of  14lb.  and  181b.,  and  on 
Nov.  12  Col.  Davies  had  two  of  about  the  same 
weight.  On  Pavilion  Water,  on  Nov.  11,  Mrs. 
Harrison  Cripps  killed  a  salmon  of  101b.  and  a 
grilse  of  4lb.,  while  Mr.  Stretch  had  a  salmon  of 
141b.  Mr.  Phelps  on  Nov.  12  landed  fovu-  salmon 
weighing  14lb.,  IV^lb.,  17^1b.,  and  181b.  respectively. 
These  were  all  fresh-run  fish.  On  Maxton  and 
Dryburgh  waters  on  Nov.  12,  Sir  Bryan  Leighton 
caught  a  salmon  of  ISilb.,  and  Capt.  Gilliat  one  of 
22ilb.  On  Nov.  14'  Lady  Leighton  landed  a 
salmon  of  17lb.,  and  Major  C.  M.  Johnston  a 
grilse  of  81b.  On  Nov.  15  Capt.  Gilliat  had  a 
salmon  of  141b.  On  Ednam  House  water,  Mr. 
Chancellor  had  one  salmon  on  Nov.  11,  two  on 
Nov.  14,  and  one  on  Nov.  15.  Mr.  Wood  caught 
two  on  Nov.  12.  On  Makerstoun  water,  on  Nov.  1 1, 
Mr.  McCullochhad  a  salmon  of  121b.,  and  on  Nov. 
14,  two,  weighing  241b.  and  221b.    On  Floors  Castle 


PIKR  Tackle.— The  Harrogate  Spinner  has  given  the  greatest 
satisfaction  U>  thousands  of  Anglers  ;  kills  tish  when  no  other 
halt  will.  l.s.  9il.  each.  Preserved  Natural  Biits,  Is.  6d.  per 
bottle.  The  Westernian  Spinuer,  for  natural  or  preserved  bait,  is 
used  by  all  the  leading  York.sbire  pike  fishers.  18.  each.  Spin- 
ning Traces,  (id.  and  Is.  Live  15ait  Traces,  4d.  Jardine  Snaps,  3d. 
Strongest  Salmon  Gut  Traee.s,  Is.  Od.  All  post  free. —J.  E.  MILLER, 
Northern  Anglers'  i>epOt,  Leeds.  Telegrams,  "Piseator,  Leeds." 


lower  water,  on  Nov.  12,  the  Duke  of  jRoxburgho 
caught  a  261b.  fish,  and  on  Nov.  15,  Lord  Hyde  nad 
three,  weighing  221b.,  151b.,  and  141b.  At  Carham, 
on  Oct.  20,  Mr.  Amsoot  Wilson  had  two  salmori 
of  261b.  and  191b.,  and  Sir  Charles  Owen  Smith, 
three  grilse,  weighing  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  On 
Oct.  27,  the  same  angler  had  a  salmon  of  191b. 
On  Nov.  3,  Mr.  Amsoot  Wilson  had  a  grilse,  71b., 
and  Col.  Boswall  Pre.ston  had  two  salmon  of  191b. 
and  161b.  At  Birgham,  on  Oct.  26,  Lord  Dunglasa 
had  a  salmon  of  ISlb.  and  two  grilse  of  4lb.  and  91b. 
On  Oct.  29  Capt.  Cameron  had  a  grilse  of  9lb.  On 
Nov.  1  Lord  Brackley  caught  a  salmon  of  131b.  and 
a  grilse  of  71b.  On  Nov.  5  Lord  Dunglass  had  a 
salmon  of  271b.  and  a  grilse  of  3Jlb.,  and  on 
Nov.  12  two  salmon,  16lb.  each,  and  two  grilse, 
71b.  each.  On  Nov.  14  the  Earl  of  Home  caught 
a  grilse  of  9Jlb.  Major  F.  W.  Kerr  two  grilse  of 
9lb.  and  41b.,  and  three  salmon  on  Nov.  15.  Also 
on  Nov.  15,  Lord  Dunglass  caught  two  salmon; 
Colonel  Cavaye,  one  ;  and  Colonel  Dawnay,  two. 
At  Cornhill,  on  Nov.  14,  Mr.  Bramwell  had  a  61b. 
grilse  and  fa  salmon.  On  Nov.  15,  Dr.  Rutherford, 
a  17lb.  salmon  and  a  |51b.  grilse,  a  61b.  grilse  on 
Nov.  16,  and  a  salmon  of  1  lib.  on  Nov.  1 2.  On  Lees 
under  water,  on  Nov.  2,  Dr.  Taylor  had  a  salmon  of 
141b. ;  and  on  Nov.  3  a  4lb.  grilse.  Mr.  Rudgard, 
on  Nov.  3,  also  had  a  grilse  of  SJlb.  On  Nov.  7,  Dr. 
Taylor  had  a  salmon  of  17lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Rudgard,  a 
grilse  of  7lb.  On  Teviot  I  hear  of  no  captures  yet, 
although  several  anglers  have  applied  their  art  very 
diligently.  — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  continues 
exceptionally  mild  for  the  season  of  the  year,  the 
thermometer  standing  at  49deg.  F.  on  Wednesday. 
The  rivers  are  fairly  high,  and  are  thus  protected  in  a 
measure  against  poaching.  There  is  very  little 
coarse  fishing  being  done  on  the  local  canals  and 
lakes.  The  bailiffs  on  the  Crossgar  are  keeping  a 
strict  watch  over  this  once  heavily  poached  river, 
and  the  lakes  of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  are 
receiving  attention.  The  seas  an  which  lately  closed 
on  Jhose  waters  was  a  very  good  one. — J.  A.  B. 

Uoy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Since  my  last  report  pike  fishing  has  im- 
proved. Mr.  Scott,eightpike,  6Jlb.,5lb.,  81b.,  lUlb., 
121b.,  13|lb.,  16lb.,  20lb.  Mr.  Maxton,  five  pike, 
largest  23|^lb.  Some  grilse  and  sahmon  were  taken 
on  the  Palmerstown  river,  also  some  very  fine  white 
trout,  largest  6Jlb.  A  great  many  spawning  fish 
are  seen  occa3ionally  in  the  river,  and  this  year 
should  prove  an  excellent  spawning  season. — Pat 
Heabnes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Bnruham-on-Cronch. — We  have  been  having 
very  calm  and  mild  weather  here,  and  the  sport 
with  dabs  has  been  good.  Mr.  Byers  and  friend  on 
Nov.  13  had  fifty-two  fish,  and  on  Nov.  14  sixty- 
three,  many  small  ones  being  returned  to  the  water. 
They  were  the  finest  sample  of  dabs  that  I  have  seen 
caught  from  this  water.  Mr.  W.  Spooner  has  had 
several  good  strings  of  dabs,  and  the  largest  fish 
measured  14in.  by  8in.  There  are  but  very  few 
whiting  in  the  river,  but  a  fairly  good  number  of 
whiting-pcut.  Mr.  A.  Abrahams  and  another 
member  of  the  Silver  Trout  A.S.  were  out  on 
Nov.  13  with  Cooper,  but  they  did  not  have  very 
good  sport,  only  about  a  score  of  fish.  Mrs.  A. 
Abrahams,  out  with  Kemp,  had  about  one  dozen 
fish.  Mr.  Grey  also  had  6lb.  of  fish,  principally 
dabs.  The  tide  will  be  aU  right  for  the  visitors 
who  come  down  on  Nov.  20. — J.  Wright. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — Sea  angling  has  begun 
again  at  and  aroimd  this  station.  Pollack  have 
apparently  move^.  into  deeper  water,  and  the  takes 
of  those  fish  ranged  from  three  to  twelve  to  each 
rod  or  hand-line. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good 
for  the  past  few  days  at  poUack  and  whiting,  the 
takes  of  pollack  ranging  from  ten  to  twenty  fish  to 
each  rod  or  hand-lme,  and  the  takes  of  whiting 
averaging  about  sixty  fish  to  each  hand-line. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  week-end  brought  down  quite  a  strong 
contingent  of  angling  gentlemen,  and  the  weather 
for  several  days  has  been  fine  and  warm  with  sun 
shining  brightly,  and  decent  sport  obtained,  and  an 
occasional  cod  and  conger.  To-day  (Nov.  16;  wind 
N.W.,  misty  fog,  and  cool,  and  some  fair  takes  of 
whiting  and  a  few  good  cod  landed ;  and  as  the 
weather  is  inclined  to  get  colder,  it  is  well  to  provide 
with  good  warm  clothing,  such  as  guernsey  or 
sweater.  At  time  of  writing  the  wind  N.E.,  looking 
rather  ugly,  and  should  it  not  last  for  more  than 
forty-eight  hours,  in  all  probability  it  would  be  good 
for  the  coming  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society's  Boat 
Competition. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

  (the  Pier). — Very  bright  sunshine  and  gin- 
clear  water  has  caused  all  pier  fishing  by  dayhght 
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to  yield  the  most  meagre  returns,  and  night  catches 
have  not  been  so  good  as  during  the  previous  week. 
The  pier  competition  on  Nov.  12,  13,  and  14 
was  consequently  a  comparative  failure,  whiting 
beiug  scarcely  in  evidence,  and  the  majority  of  other 
fish  not  reaching  the  pound  standard.  Mr.  Alfred 
Brooks,  sen.,  weighed  in  the  heaviest  catch  on  Nov. 
11 ;  ]\Ir.  A.  J.  Bartlett  on  Nov.  12;  and  Mr.  Percy 
C.Edgar  on  Nov.  13.  The  highest  catch  during  the 
competition  was  made  by  Mr.  Brooks  on  Nov.  11. 
The  few  pier  patrons  who  fished  on  Nov.  11  met  with 
little  success  until  after  sunset,  when  a  fair  number 
of  codling  came  to  hand,  also  some  large  pouting, 
Mr.  Percy  Baum  heading  the  list  with  twenty-one 
codling  and  a  fair  mixed  bag  of  smaller  fry.  On 
Nov.  12  pier  fishing  yielded  nothing  worthy  of 
record,  the  only  catch  of  note  bein^  some  fine 
pollack  hooked  and  landed  by  Mr.  T.  Sexton.  Mr. 
S.  Baker  was  early  upon  the  scene  on  the  morning 
of  Nov.  13,  and  was  rewarded  by  a  catch  of 
fourteen  nice  codling,  and  Mr.  Akehurst  included 
a  21b.  whiting  in  his  day's  bag,  but  little  else 
was  done  by  the  large  array  of  anglers  present. 
Nov.  14  proved  another  very  unproductive  day, 
and  but  few  rods  were  in  evidence,  many  of  our 
visitors  journeying  to  other  stations  to  test  their 
skill.  !Mr.  Thomas  secured  a  few  pollack  on  the 
morning  tide  of  Nov.  15,  but  bottom  fishing  was 
quite  improductive,  though  Mrs.  Yates,  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Brookes,  Miss  La  Thangue,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr. 
Gilbertson,  Mr.  Larkman,  Mr.  Band,  and  Mr. 
Brooks  spent  many  sunny  hours  in  quest  of 
sport.  Later  in  the  day  Mr.  C.  H.  Haynes 
took  a  splendid  pollack  upon  a  piece  of  stale 
herring  wlule  bottom  fishing.  Night  fishing  proved 
again  poor,  and  most  of  the  pier  occupants  soon 
retired  to  more  comfortable  quarters.  No  improve- 
ment whatever  took  place  on  Nov.  16.  the  only 
quarry  obtained  from  the  clear  water  being  a  few 
small  dabs. — J.  Richasdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Herne  Bay. — Good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  this 
week,  the  weather  beiag  favourable.  On  Nov.  13 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  went  out  for  a  short  time 
and  brought  in  sis  and  a  half  score.  On  Nov.  14 
there  were  a  lot  of  boats  out,  who  all  reported  good 
catches.  Major  Brine  and  Mr.  Mackett  had  five 
score  of  fine  whiting  and  dabs.  On  Nov.  15  all  the 
boats  were  round  the  Copperas  Channel,  and  seemed 
to  have  been  having  a  good  time.  Messrs.  Mackett 
and  Gripper  had  a  good  catch  of  whiting,  dabs,  and 
pouting,  the  whiting  running  very  large,  most  of 
them  weighing  fully  lib.  At  the  committee 
meeting  held  on  Monday  evening  Mr.  Howard 
("Dragnet")  was  elected  an  honorary  member 
of  this  association,  and  I  hope  he  will  honour  us  by 
accepting  this  post. — Joseph  Gbippeb. 

Lowestoft. — Sport  has  again  been  good  the 
whole  of  the  week,  but  no  very  special  individual 
takes  can  be  recorded.  Until  we  get  a  little  more 
rough  weather  the  cod  will  not  show  up  much. 
Still,  several  very  nice  fish  have  been  taken,  one  of 
121b.  3oz.  by  Mr.  Beckett,  off  the  South  Pier,  being 
the  best.  Mr.  Greer  had  one  of  91b.,  and  boatman 
Stocks  with  patron  another  of  the  same  weight, 
14J  score  of  whiting,  and  a  nice  sole  from  a  boat 
in  the  roadstead.  On  Nov.  10  a  boat  competition 
took  place,  promoted  by  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling 
Society,  Mr.  Arthur  Waller  being  first,  Mr.  Hughes 
second,  and  Mr.  Stanley  Waller,  third.  The  latter 
had  an  exciting  experience.  He,  accompanied  by 
his  brother  and  a  friend,  was  quietly  fishing  when 
a  Scotch  fishing  boat  ran  into  thsm.  Fortunately 
they  were  able  to  get  into  harbour  without  help,  but 
their  boat  was  damaged  and  a  lot  of  tackle  smashed 
up.  The  final  of  the  Jackson-Scott  Cup  took 
place  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  15,  the  finish  being  a 
very  close  one.  The  weather  was  fine,  but 
the  sea  too  calm  for  good  catches  to  be 
made.  Mr.  Parker  eventually  came  first  with 
41b.  lloz.,  Mr.  Green,  second,  4lb.  2Joz.,  and  Mr. 
Morton,  third,  with  41b.  2oz.  There  were  forty  com- 
petitors in  alL  The  cup  and  other  prizes  wiU  be 
presented  at  a  smoking  concert  to  be  held  at  the 
Imperial  Hot,4  on  Tuesday  next.  Mr.  Lancelot 
Orde,  the  president  of  the  Lowestoft  S.A.S.,  will  be 
in  the  chair,  and  members  and  friends  can  count  on 
an  enjoyable  evening. — H.  L.  F. 

Plymoatli. — It  seems  as  if  we  are  just  getting  into 
summer  instead  of  winter,  the  weather  is  so  mild  and 
Springlike.  Boats  can  be  seen  out  day  by  day,  as 
in  the  height  of  summer.  Some  very  fine  pollack 
are  being  caught  at  the  Millbay  Pior,  and  the  bait 
is  a  smaU  pouting  put  on  a  No.  1-0  hook  fastened  by 
the  lip.  The  fish  are  rurming  up  to  five  and  six 
pound,  and  are  of  the  black -backed  type,  or  race 
pollack  as  we  call  them.  Red  mullet  are  showing 
up,  but  they  are  not  feeding  yet,  although  we  may 
try  all  sorts  of  baits.  Pilchards,  or  Cornish  salmon 
as  they  are  called  locally,  are  getting  very  plentiful 
on  the  Cornish  coast,  and  the  boats  from  the  east- 
ward (Lowestoft,  etc.)  are  arriving,  as  is  their  usual 
ouatom  at  this  time  of  the  year.   Mr.  Honey  had 


some  nice  bass  just  outside  the  Breakwater  on  the 
artificial. — William  Heabdbr  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgfate. — Owing  to  the  thick  water  there  was 
no  fishing  till  Nov.  11,  when  some  nice  silver 
eels  were  taken  in  the  harbour  and  a  few  whiting  in 
the  boats.  The  afternoon  tide  of  Nov.  12  fished 
well,  many  boats  coming  back  with  takes  of  fifteen 
score  and  over  of  whiting  and  codling.  On 
Nov.  1  3  several  boats  brought  in  over  twenty  score, 
and  the  fish  are  now  very  plentiful  but  not  quite 
up  to  date  in  size.  A  few  good  bass  have  been 
taken  from  the  Marina,  and  the  Iron  and  West 
Piers  have  afforded  fair  sport  with  whiting,  codling, 
and  dabs  ;  the  best  takes  have  been  made  by  those 
fishing  between  the  lights.  Weather  fairly  settled, 
and  week-end  prospects   very  promising. — Gbey 

MULLETT. 

Sontliwold. — There  is'  practically  nothing  to 
report  this  week.  Sport  has  been  somewhat  better 
perhaps,  still,  however,  remarkably  poor.  A  cod- 
Ung  of  6Jlb.  and  two  of  21b.  and  2^lh.  have  been 
taken,  and  broke  the  monotony  of  the  average 
small  whiting  bags.  Boat  fishing  is  almost  as  poor. 
Three  rods,  fishing  six  hours,  took  on  Nov.  12 
under  thirty  whiting.  There  have  been  some  bags 
of  81b.  and  lOlb.  taken  however,  and  a  few  whiting 
of  good  size  caught. — L.  B.  W. 

Walton-on-Naze. — Not  much  to  report.  One 
local  angler  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  on  Nov.  13  had  8^1b.  of 
fish,  codling,  dabs,  and  whiting,  and  on  Nov.  14 
6^1b.,  and  a  large  sole,  l^lb.,  was  caught  off  the 
pier.  There  ought  to  be  a  good  time  for  anglers  if 
the  fine  weather  only  continues.  Calm  sea,  water 
good  colour,  so  hope  to  have  better  luck  than  we 
have  had  lately. — J.  R.  Robinson. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  ANGLING  IN  THE 
BORDER  RIVERS. 

Rod  fishing  in  the  Border  rivers  the  Annan  and 
Nith,  with  their  tributaries,  closed  for  the  season  on 
Tuesday  for  the  former  river,  while  the  Nith 
ended  its  season  on  the  previous  day.  With 
the  single  exception  of  the  Urr,  of  the  Stewartry  of 
Galloway,  all  the  waters  have  closed  down  for  the 
year.  The  Urr  holds  on  to  the  end  of  the  month, 
and  expires  with  the  Tweed  on  Nov.  30.  Reviewing 
the  past  rod  fishing  season  on  the  Annan  and  Nith, 
it  may  be  said  that  the  year  was  a  good  one  for  trout, 
but  much  of  a  failure  for  back-end  salmon  fishing. 
On  both  the  Annan  and  Nith  rod  fishing  opened  on 
Feb.  25  during  a  snowstorm,  and  this  was  followed 
by  frost  on  the  following  week  ;  yet  three  or  four 
spring  fish  were  caught  in  the  former  river,  while  as 
late  as  in  the  first  week  of  April  a  particularly  fine 
clean-run  fish,  with  sea  lice  upon  it,  was  taken  in  the 
lower  Annan.  Sea-trout  were  rather  late  in  making 
any  show  in  numbers  in  the  rivers,  and  during  the 
trout  season  the  nets  in  the  firth  had  some  splendid 
hauls.  There  was  some  moderate  sport  among  the 
rods  with  the  night  fly  and  with  worms,  but  it  was 
seldom  that  above  a  brace  of  sea-trout  were  taken 
at  an  outing.  The  herling  in  the  Annan  made  a  fine 
show  towards  the  end  of  July  and  the  fore  part  of 
August,  and  capital  baskets  were  taken  with  the 
fly  during  the  daytime  and  with  the  same  lure  after 
dark.  The  Nith,  however,  did  not  give  any  such 
sport  among  herUng  as  the  Arman.  The  clear-water 
worm  fishing  amongst  these  sporting  trout  was  not 
so  good  this  season,  though  the  waters  and  weather 
appeared  to  be  favourable  . 

Towards  the  end  of  August  the  weather  became 
wet,  and  during  a  flood  in  the  Annan  great  baskets 
of  herling  were  taken  in  one  day,  as  many  as  60 
and  70  were  caught  by  one  rod. ,  with  a  sea- trout 
or  two  thrown  in.  It  is  not  every  year  that  such 
fine  catches  fall  to  be  recorded.  The  season  was 
notable  for  the  run  of  herling  being  prolonged,  and 
they  were  running  as  late  as  three  weeks  ago  in 
fairly  numerous  numbers  in  the  Annan.  As  soon  as 
the  nets  in  the  Solway  came  off,  on  Sept.  9,  anglers 
began  looking  over  their  salmon  flies,  and  little 
attention  was  given  to  either  sea-trout  or  herling 
from  the  middle  of  September  until  the  close  of  the 
season  on  Tuesday.  Yellow  trout  were  a  fair 
show,  and  one  of  91b.  was  reported  as  falling  to 
a  rod  in  the  Galabank  pool  of  the  lower  stretches. 
It  was  taken  with  a  silver  Devon  mirmow.  A 
brown  trout  of  this  weight,  or  anything  near  it,  is 
an  exceptional  occurrence,  although  one  of  about 
71b.  was  taken  two  or  three  seasons  before  at  the 
town  bridge  with  an  eel  tail  as  a  bait.  Grilse  made 
no  show  in  the  rivers  in  their  season,  and  few  were 
taken  by  the  rods  in  any  of  the  different  rivers  of 
this  district. 

At  the  end  of  August  there  was  a  fair  show  of 
autumn  salmon  running  in  the  firth,  and  with  the 
nets  securing  some  good  specimens,  it  was  believed 
that  the  back-end  for  rod-fishers  would  prove  a 
good  one.  Shortly  after  the  netting  ceased,  on 
Sept.  9,  a  run  of  fish  came  on,  but  quickly  fell  off. 
A  number  of  salmon  ascended  to  the  middle  and 


higher  waters  at  that  time.  The  autumn  proved  to 
be  too  fine  for  fish  running,  and  it  was  thought  that 
with  the  advent  of  October  matters  would  prove 
more  favourable. 

~  A  flood  or  two  did  take  place,  and  there  was  a 
fair  show  of  salmon  seen  ascending  the  caulds. 
Thereafter  the  run  dropped  off,  and  up  to  the 
close  few  fish  migrated,  and  with  the  clear  waters 
still  prevailing  to  the  end  of  October,  the  expectation 
of  a  plentiful  show  of  fish  did  not  take  place. 
'•!;  Even  with  a  flood  last  week  no  fish  seemed  to  be 
running.  Many  anglers  considered  the  back-end  a 
remarkable  one,  as  when  suitable  waters  did  prevail 
migrating  fish  were  scarce,  and  there  was  no  rush  of 
salmon  as  was  the  case  last  year. 

There  is  considerable  truth  in  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's 
contention,  as  he  expressed  it  last  week,  "  that  with- 
out waters  (that  is,  floods)  there  cannot  be  fish." 
Yet  that  is  not  always  the  case,  as  during  the  autumn 
of  1899  there  were  favourable  waters  in  the  Annan 
and  no  fish.  In  one  of  the  best  stretches  of  the 
Aiman  that  autumn  only  three  or  four  fish  were 
caught.  No  heavy  salmon  were  taken  by  the  rods 
this  season.  The  heaviest  weights  were  261b.  and 
251b.,  of  which  there  were  several  of  that  size. 
Last  year  fish  of  over  301b.  were  taken  by  the  rods. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  a  fair  number  of 
salmon  have  been  located  in  the  Four  Towns  waters 
near  Hightae,  where  they  are  caught  with  worm- 
bait  in  the  clear  water.  Mr.  James  Buchanan, 
Lockerbie,  took  one  in  this  portion  last  week-end 
of  l81b.  Mr.  Wightman,  postmaster,  Lockerbie, 
fishing  the  same  water,  landed  one  of  261b.  Mr. 
Beattie,  Ravenswill,  killed  one  of  l91b.  Near 
ShiUahill,  the  top  beat  of  the  Four  Towns  water,  on 
Saturday,  Mr.  M.  Cowan,  Carlisle,  had  one  of  15|lb., 
and  Mr.  McGirday,  Lockerbie,  one  of  191b.  In  the 
Glebe  water  of  Epplegarth,  on  Friday  (Nov.  11),  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gilchrist,  parish  minister,  killed  a  fine  one 
of  261b.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion,  near 
Castlemilk,  on  Thursday  (Nov.  10),  Mr.  John  Rae, 
Ecclefechan,  had  a  good  salmon  of  221b.  with  fly. 
In  the  lower  waters  Mr.  W.  Wright,  Ednam,  Annan, 
had  a  small  one  of  4|lb.  with  the  silver  Devon 
minnow.  In  the  Brewery  pool,  Mr.  J.  Laurie  had 
one  good  fish  of  201b.  on  Nov.  11,  and  on  the  following 
day  Mr.  W.  Wright  landed  one  of  191b.  out  of  the 
Spittal  pool  above  the  town  bridge.  In  the  Hoddom  ' 
water,  Mr.  Peter  Loudon,  Edinburgh,  landed  one 
out  of  Calvert's  stream  on  Nov.  11,  of  221b.,  and  on 
the  same  day  his  brother  James,  fishing  the  Castle- 
milk water,  took  one  of  251b.  out  of  the  Stag's  Pool 
with  the  gudgeon  bait.  In  the  Northfield  water  Mr. 
Scott  had  one  of  171b.  in  Craigdale  stream,  with 
gudgeon.  In  the  Moimt  Aiman  water,  on  Nov.  11, 
Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's  keeper  (Andrew  Bell)  landed 
one  out  of  the  Hole  pool  of  the  Back-of-the-Wood, 
which  weighed  181b.  This  was  taken  with  Grey 
Turkey  Fly.  Mr.  Will  Robison  hooked  and  lost 
three  in  the  Salmon  pool  on  Monday  (Nov.  14),  and 
Colonel  Bell-Irving  hooked  and  lost  one  on  Nov.  11 
and  two  on  Nov.  12  in  the  Salmon  pool  above  Mount 
Annan  Island.  The  Colonel,  however,  was  in  better 
luck  on  Nov.  14,  when  he  landed  one  of  241b.  and 
another  of  14lb.  Colonel'  Stewart,  of  Appin,  was 
reported  as  having  landed  one  of  171b.  higher  up 
the  river  the  other  day. 

There  was  a  nice  breeze  on  the  pools  on  the 
closing  day,  but  for  some  reason  fish  would  not  rise 
to  the  fly.  Mr.  W.  Wright  lost  one  on  a  small  Grey 
Turkey  Fly  in  the  pool  at  the  Brewery  of  the  lower 
waters.  Several  fish  were  reported  to  be  landed  in 
the  upper  Annan  on  Nov.  14,  but  the  full  par- 
ticulars did  not  reach  me.  The  closing  week  on  the 
Nith  was  a  disappointing  one,  and  very  few  fish  were 
taken  in  the  different  waters  from  Lincluden  Abbey 
up  to  the  Mid-Nithsdale  waters  at  ThornhiU.  Several 
nice  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  Closeburn  water, 
and  a  few  lower  down.  In  the  Urr,  of  Gallowaj', 
two  salmon  of  191b.  and  161b.  were  taken  the  other 
day,  and  in  Spottes  pools  on  Nov.  12,  the  keeper. 
Burgess,  landed  one  of  17  Jib.  The  Urr  gives  fair 
sport  if  the  season  is  a  wet  one.  Many  experienced 
anglers  on  both  the  Annan  and  Nith  have  never 
had  the  pull  of  a  salmon  during  the  whole  of  the 
autumn.  Heathebbell. 


"  BUNKUMELLI." 


ThEEE  are  humorists  who  make  you  laugh,  and 
humorists  who  make  you  want  badly  to  kick  them 
for  their  everlasting  "smartness."  Our  old  con- 
tributor Mr.  W.  Career  Platts  belongs  indisputably 
to  the  first  class,  and  anybody  who  can  read  his 
latest  book  "Bunkumelli"  (Digby,  Long  &  Co., 
3s.  6d.)  without  experiencing  the  hilarious  joys  of 
"  laughter  holding  both  its  sides  "  must,  indeed,  be 
absolutely  void  of  the  appreciation  of  clean,  whole- 
some fim.  Mr.  Bunkumelli  is  the  ex-proprietor  of 
a  Mammoth  Circus  and  Gigantic  Freaks  and  Wax- 
work Combination,  and  whether  he  is  recalling  his 
exciting  adventure  with  a  wasp  while  imprisoned 
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LOWESTOFT 

for  Sea  Angling. 

THE  LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 

Headquarters— IMPERIAL  HOTEL. 

Frequent  Matches,  Splendid  Prizes. 
Members,  2s.  6d.  per  annum.  Competi- 
tions for  the  Handsome  Nockolds  Chal- 
lenge Cup  for  aggregate  takes  in  Matches. 
"Full  particulars  on  application  to  Lewis 
T.  Johnson,  Hon.  Secretary,  Harley 
House,  Lowestoft. 

LOWESTOFT, 

ROYAL  HOTEL 

HIGH-CLASS. 

ENGLISH  COOKING. 

ENGLISH  WAITERS. 


Week-End  Tickets  from  Liverpool  St. 
Ipswich,  Cambridge,  Peterboro'. 


THE  YARiOUTH  STORES,  LTD. 

(Late  BRAND). 

The  Old-Established  Fishing  Tackle 
Shop,  near  the  Bridge. 

A  Large,  New,  aiifl  ITp-to-date  Stock  of  every 
description  of  Tackle  for  Sea  and  River  Kishing. 
BAIT   FRESH  DAILY. 

LUG  WORMS,   9d.   PER  100. 


THE  IMPERIAL  HOTEL 

(Opposite  the  Central  Station  and  in  centre  of 
town). 
Headquarters  of  the 
LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Electric  Light  thrnuiihout.    Spacious  Winter 
Garden.    Wine  and  Spirits  of  the  Finest  Quality 
Special  Terms  to  Anglers.    Tariff  on  application 


R.  WALLER  &  SONS 

Confectioners  &  Wine  Merchants, 
OPPOSITE  PIER  &  YACHT  BASIN. 

Fisldng  Parties  gioeii  special  attention. 
Price  List  on  application. 


MARINA  THEATRE, 

LOWESTOFT. 
Tlie  acme  of  tnotlefii  eomfort  and  ease. 

BOX  OFFICK  : 

Messrs.  Howletts'  Music  Warehouse,  London 
Road ;  or  Telephone  No.  0186. 

No  charge  for  Booking.    Patrons'  cycles  stored 
free  of  charge. 
ERNEST  A.   SMITH,  Lessee. 


RICHES  NOCKOLDS,  Hot^e'ru'rnislier, 

T27.  Lonilon  Road  and  Mill  Road. 
Large  Stock  of  Modern  and  Antique  Furniture. 
Choice  Specimens  of  Lowestoft  China.  Grand- 
fathers'Clocks,  Books,  Pictures,  and  Engravings. 


Pier  Boarding  Establishineiit. 

UNIQUE  POSITION. 
DIRECTLY  FACING  THE  SEA  AND  PIER. 
Close  to  Station. 

Good  Table.   Special  Tariff  to  Anglers. 

Proprietress— Mes.  W.  SMALL. 


TUTTLE  &  SONS,  LTD.,  FuS„g"stores, 

BOX   MARCH  J':. 

TUTTLE  &  SONS,  LTD.,  Grocery  Stores, 

Commercial  Road. 

Ask  for  our  Cash  Grocery  and  Drapery  Price  List. 


T  OWESTGFT,  EAST  COAST.— TO  BE  LET, 
FURNISHED,  diarming  detached  FAMILY 
RESIDENCE,  .standing  on  Cliffs.  Magnificent 
sea  view.  3  reception,  9  bedrooms,  bath, 
gardens,  tennis  lawns,  stabling,  and  lodge. — 
Apply,  Mcs.srs.  NOTLIcr,  Lowestoft. 


TO  ANGLERS. 

Experienced  Boatmen  (specially  recom- 
mended by  Lowestoft  Ccjrrespondent  of  "F.  G."). 

lioats,  Bait,  and  'J'ackl';  provided.  Apply  to 
Stocks,  Durrant,  or  James'  Yacht  Basin,  Lowestoft. 


WHERFC Y  HOTEL, 

OUUUN  BROAD,  LOWESTOFT. 
Entirely  re-built  and  lilted  wiMi  every  Modern 
Convenience.  Pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  most  famous  of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
Broads.  Every  Accommodation  and  Comfort  for 
Visitors.  Boarding  and  Inclusive  Terms  by 
Arrangement.  Lighted  throughout  byElectricity. 
A  well-kept  Bowling  Green.  Hailing  and  Rowing 
Boats,  Yachts,  and  Tliaines  Skiffs  for  Hire.  Grand 
Pike  and  Coarse  Fishing.  Ucad-f(uarters  of  the 
Waveney  .SailingClub  and  Oulton  Broad  Cycling 
Club.  A  fine  Billiard  Rr)om  attached. 
Tel., No. 019.    THOMAS  HORNE,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  aooommodation.  Pun£s,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.  Beasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HONTS. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 

Apply— Donald  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


FISHING,  DEVONSHIRE. 

TO  LET  FURNISHED,  in  April,  for  Four  or 
Seven  Months,  Lady's  Semi-detached  VILLA, 
near  Church,  station,  post,  and  river  Dart. 
Good  boating  and  fishing  neighbourhood  ;  golf, 
&C.  :  very  easy  access  of  moor  and  sea.  House 
contains  five  bedrooms,  two  reception  rooms, 
servants'  sitting  -  room,  kitchen,  &c.  Nice 
garden,  conservatory.  Kent  moderate.  Modern 
sanitation.—"  Piscatoh,  "  Lord's  Library,  12, 
Gloucester  Koad,  South  Kensington,  London. 


CHRISTMAS  CASES 

Containing  3  bottles  Claret ;  2  Sherry  ; 
2  Port ;  2  Champagne ;  1  Brandy ;  1 
Whiskey ;  1  Gin ;  carriage  paid  to  any 
railway  station  in  England  for  25/-  and 
30/-.  Cash  with  order. 
LLOYD  &  CO.,  5,  Great  Winchester 
Street,  E.C. 


TO  riKE  FISHERMEN. 
H.  JOHNSON'S   Nottingham  -  made 
Pike  Tacltle. 

Send  1/6  for  three  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  quality. 
One  Nottingham  Saddle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead, 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Spinning 
Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel,  and 
Trace  complete.  50  yards  of  Plaited  Pike  Line, 
will  lift  10  lbs.,  1/0  ;  50  yards  extra  strong,  will 
lift  22  lbs.,  1/9.— 155,  Waterway  Street,  Notting- 
ham. 


MUDIE'S 


LIBRARY 

a.11  the  BEST  BOOKS  of  TRAVEL, 
SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &c.,  in 

English,  French,  German,  Italian, 
and  Spanish,  are  in  CIRCUIjA- 
TION  and  for  SALE  (either  New 
or  Second-hand). 

Prospectuses  of  the  terms  of  Subscription  In 
Town  or  Country  and  Lists  of  Books  for  Sale  sent 
free  by  post  to  any  address. 


MUDffi'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 

LIMITED. 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  LONDON; 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAD  S.W.;and 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 
ALSO  AT  BARTON  ARCADE,  MANCHESTER. 


Send  a  Postoard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  tbe 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Boa^b    ...      1«.  M..  I     Per  100  yarda. 
Barbel    ...      is.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      8«.  ed.  r  Qreen 
Salmon  ...      4«.  6d.  1       on  Boarda. 
The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

M     RAPN17Q  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL 

111.  Dannr<a,  nsHiNo  tackle  makbr, 

8t.  Swlthins  Sanare.  LINOOLN. 


Anglera  wiahlns  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN, OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  FlBhing  the  Serhyahlre  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IH 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Addre«s  :  King  Street,  Alfreton, 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

Brimpton,  nr.  Reading. 

TROUT  for  Kivcrs  and  Streams. 

TROUT  for  Lakes  and  Eoservoirs. 

TROUT  for  Stocking  Ponds. 
Owners  of  water  sent  full  particulars  on 
application  to  Manaokk. 


GRAYLINGJISHING. 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
Fredekic  Hughes,  Architect,  Worcester. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Levens,  and 
Rainbow  Trout. 
Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds. 
RAINBOWS  AT  BEDUCED  PRICES. 

For  price  lists  and  particulars  apply: 
Theo.  F.  Teacy,  Exebridge,  via  Tiverton, 
Devon. 


FISHING  ON  THE  UHLE  OUSE, 

BRANDON,  O.E.R. 

Good  takes  of  Pike  daily.  Swims  cut  for 
Koach  fishing.  Privileged  station  for 
angling  clubs.  Splendid  place  for  week- 
ends. Train  arrives  7. 3C  Saturday  evening. 
Train  leaves  Brandon,  7.21  Sunday  even- 
ing. Best  catering  at  I.  Rolph,  Earn 
Hotel,  Brandon.  Dinner  on  arrival.  Bed, 
Breakfast  Sunday  morning.  Lunch  on 
river,  and  Dinner  at  Earn  Hotel  at  6 
o'clock;  10/- (inclusive),  boats  free.  Men 
and  bait  on  application  to  I.  Eolph. 
Please  book  beds  by  postcard. 


RIVER  EDEN  SALMON 
HATCHERY. 

Orders  are  now  being  booked  for  Yearling 
Salmon  for  delivery  early  in  1905.  Price 
reasonable. — Apply  to  the  Cleek  of  the 
Eden  Fisheey  Boabd,  Court  Square, 
Carlisle. 


o- zs        X.  zi  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  «,  Market  Place,  Kelghley, 
York. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 


Anglers,  skilled  ci  onskilled,  shoold 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book: 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisli  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Prioe  List  and 
Testimonials.  Hbnby  Gozon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


TROUT    &  SILI^TiLON 

HACKLES. 

Reds  ;  Black-Red  ;  Ooch-y-Bondhu  ;  Black  ;  Gin- 
ger ;  Badger  ;  Olives  ;  Whites,  etc.  ;  Bpown  ; 
Mallards  ;  Teal  ;  Gallina.  Assortments.  2/9, 
4/6,  7/6,  10/6.— PlOKERSQILL,  31,  Rydall  Street, 
Holbeck,  Leeds. 


Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClBOULATBS  THROnOHOnT  INDIA,  CHYLOM, 

BiTBMAH,  AHS  ASSAM. 

The  Only  lUnatrated  Bportliig  Paper  In  tha  Xut, 

Coven  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &o. 

Published  every  Sunday.  Subscription  1S«.  per 
annum.   Single  copies,  6d.,  post  free,  7d. 

Printed  and  Publlibed  at  Timks  or  Iksia  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Offloe ;  11,  Whltefrian St,,  Fleet  St,,  E.C- 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Eod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


FISH  MOUNTING. 

Correct  Shape  and  Colouring  Guaranteed. 

Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Fish  Specialist. 

E.  W.  LITTLE, 

16,  Gt.  Quebec  Street,  Marylebone  Road,  W. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR  CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 
Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 
Always  Ready  for  Use. 


.Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  J/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d,, 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


15th  YEAR. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(ISth  YEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

"  Le  Pecheur." 

Office :  10,  Rue  des  Beaux- Arts,  10,  Paris. 


Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "THE  PUB- 
LISHERS' ClBCDLAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  E.G. 


fiNGLISH   TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe.' 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History, 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &.  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lano  Pornhill.  London. 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  FlsliiziK  In  the  Avon  or  Stoar, 

BH0UL9  ABVIRTISB  IS 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  ft  Dorset: 

(Friday  afternoon  tor  Satuidsy.) 
■  Wanted  "  adTti.,  26  wordi  for  U.,  prepaid. 
Address :  "Observer '  Office.  Bournemoatb. 
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in  a  cabinet  Turkish  bath,  or  narrating  the  uproari- 
ously funny  episodes  in  his  career  of  a  showman, 
or  dilating  with  quaint  philosophy  on  alarum -clocks, 
serenades,  etc.,  Mr.  Carter  Platts  succeeds  in  getting 
out  of  him  a  constant  flow  of  vmfailing  merriment. 
Among  a  galaxy  of  good  tilings  it  is  impossible  to 
say  which  is  best;  but  Mr.  Bvinkumelli's  trouble 
with  the  member  of  his  circus  company  who 
had  been  bitten  with  the  automobile  craze  and 
wanted  to  revolutionise  "  Dick  Turpin's  Ride  to 
York"  is  certainly  not  the  least  felicitous  idea  in 
the  book. 

"Von  Spotz  wanted  to  fix  up  Turpin  astraddle  a 
motor-bicycle,  with  the  special  constables  and  the 
bellman  aad  all  the  rest  of  the  crowd  chivvying 
along  after  him  in  motor-cars  from  London  to 
York,  in  consekens  of  his  having  shot  a  p'liceman, 
of  the  name  of  Tom  King,  after  he'd  given 
evidence  ag'in  Turpin  in  a  p'lice-case  as  how  he'd 
driven  his  machine  over  a  measured  quarter  of  a 
mile  on  the  turnpike  at  about  six  times  the  top 
speed  allowed  by  law." 

This  is  how  he  proposed  to  give  the  last  act  in 
the  old  equestrian  drama: — 

"  He  said  Dick,  when  he  came  to  the  last  stage  of 
his  trip,  would  come  riding  through  on  his  motor- 
bicycle  in  a  generally  bad  state  of  repair,  owing  to 
the  distance  he'd  travelled;  and  then  he'd  come 
through  with  the  front  tyre  punctured  and  a  hand- 
ful of  spokes  clattering  about  loose;  and  then  he'd 
come  through,  slower  still,  with  both  tyres  punctured 
and  more  spokes  loose,  and  the  machinery  grunting 
and  gasping  in  its  last  ounce  of  paraffin,  until  it 
gasped  itself  out  and  tumbled  over  in  the  ring  in  a 
complete  state  of  general  bust-upedness.  After 
that.  Von  Spotz  said,  while  the  bold  highwayman 
was  in  a  pretty  bad  way,  bending  over  it,  and 
feeling  at  its  petrol  pulse,  and  imploring  it  for  his 
sake  to  get  up  and  kick  itself  along  for  a  mile  or  two 
farther,  and  wiping  the  tears  and  grease  off  his 
face  with  a  handful  of  engineers'  cotton-waste, 
and  vowing  the  heap  of  scrap-iron  at  his  feet 
was  the  noblest,  dearest,  faithfullest,  trustiest 
friend  as  ever  was  turned  out  of  a  blacksmith's 
shop — while  he  was  doing  this.  Von  Spotz 
said,  the  country  folk  and  the  gypsies  would 
meander  in  casual,  and  discuss  the  sad  scene.  Then 
they  would  reverently  lift  the  machinery  on  to  a 
shutter  and  carry  it  roimd  the  ring  shoulder  high, 
with  Turpin  standing  astride  of  it  on  the  shutter 
with  his  hat  off  and  the  cotton-waste  to  his  eyes, 
and,  of  course,  the  lights  would  be  lowered  and  the 
orchestra  would  play  the  'Dead  March'  in  Saul 
and  'The  Heart  Bow' d  Down.'  Von  Spotz  said  it 
would  be  a  most  touching  sight — one  as  once  seen 
would  never  be  forgotten,  and  would  make  the 
whole  tent  throb  and  sob  with  emotion,  as  if  every- 
body was  at  everybody  else's  funeral,  and  was 
expecting  to  benefit  handsomely  by  the  vtdll." 

Deagnet. 


HASTINGS  SEA  ANGLING  FESTIVAL. 


The  following  are  the  official  results  of  the  three 
days'  fi.shing  after  all  the  points  for  various  aggre- 
gates have  been  duly  apportioned:- — 

Boat  CoMPETiTioif. 
'  Class  I. — For  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  fish  : 
First  prize,  "  The  South  of  England  Sea  Angling 
Championship  Trophy "  and  gold  medal,  Mr.  F. 
White  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards),  311b.  ;  second, 
C.  Wilson  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards),  241b.  lOoz.  ; 
third.  Dr.  Trower  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards), 
241b.  3|oz.  ;  fourth,  H.  C.  Pearce,  (Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards),  181b.  8oz. 

Class  II. — Heaviest  catch  of  whiting  :  First  prize, 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  challenge  cup  and  gold 
medal,  A.  J.  Blackmore  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards), 
.5lb.  14oz.  ;  second,  T.  L.  Ashby  (Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards),  51b.  5oz.  ;  third  (dead  heat),  H.  Corfe 
(B.S.A.S.),  51b.  2oz.,  and  G.  Carew  (Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards),  .51b.  2oz. 

Class  III. — Heaviest  catch  of  cod  :  First,  F.  White 
(Hastings  and  St.  Leonards),  151b.  \2o7.T;  second, 
C.  Adey  (B.S.A.S.),  101b.  lO^oz.  ;  third,  W.  Chap 
man  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards),  OJoz. 

Class  IV. — Heaviest  catch  of  flatfish  :  First,  Dr. 
Trower  (Hastings  and  St,  Leonards),  221b.  14oz.  ; 
second,  A.  J.  Walker  (W.P.A.A.),  61b.  2^02.  ;  third, 
A.  Gage  (unattached),  61b.  7oz. 

Class  V. — Heaviest  catch  of  round  and  flatfish  : 
Saturday  (round),  A.  C.  Towers  (B.S.A.S.),  81b.  3|oz.; 
(flat).  Dr.  Trower  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards), 
22)b.  14oz. — Sunday  (round),  F.  White  (Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards),  15ib.  12oz.  ;  (flat),  A.  J.  Walker 
(W.P.A.A.),  13|oz. — Monday  (round),  A.  J.  Black 
more  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards),  lib.  6  Joz.  ;  (flat), 
J.  Appleton  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards),  lib.  2oz. 

Cl&ss  VI.— Greatest  number  of  fish  :  First,  T.  F. 
Mann,  78  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards) ;  second, 
0.  M.  Howard,  73  (Southend) ;  third,  J.  Ellers,  59 
(Tonbridge). 


St.  Leonards  Pieb. 

Class  I. — Heaviest  catch  of  fish  :  First  prize,  silver 
challenge  cup  given  by  the  Pier  Company  and  gold 
medal:  First,  C.  Chambers  (W.P.A.A.),  31b.  3^oz.  ; 
second,  C.  Down  (W.P.A.A.),  31b.  2oz.  ;  third,  M.  F. 
Baker  (B.S.A.S.),  21b.  l^oz.  ;  fourth,  W.  Needham 
(W.P.A.A.),  21b.  S^oz. 

Class  II. — Heaviest  round  and  flatfish:  Saturday, 
(round),  T.  R.  Exelby  (W.P.A.A.),  14oz.  ;  (flat),  Mrs. 
R.  Graham  (Southend),  13|oz. — Sunday  (round),  F. 
Fennell  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards),  12Joz.  ;  (flat), 
G.  Hewett  (W.P.A.A.),  5|^oz.— Monday  (roimd),  G. 
Field  (W.P.A.A.),  6oz.  ;  (flat),  H.  Howell  (W.P.A.A.), 
9ioz. 

Class  ni. — Heaviest  catch  of  whiting  :  First,  F. 
West  (imattached),  21b.  2loz.  ;  second,  C.  Taylor 
(W.P.A.A.),  lib.  12oz.  ;  third,  T.  C.  Brown 
(B.S.A.S.),  lib.  Ul-oz. 

Class  IV. — Heaviest  catch  of  flatfish  :  First,  Miss 
Dora  Goss-Custard  (W.P.A.A.),  15foz.  ;  second, 
N.  G.  Pollard  (W.P.A.A.),  14|oz.  ;  third,  H.  Dunk 
(W.P.A.A.),  14^02. 

Special  ladies'  prize  for  largest  number  of  sizeable 
fish  :  Mrs.  Sheppard,  6  points. 

Hastings  Pieb. 

Class  I. — Heaviest  catch  of  fish :  First  prize,  silver 
challenge  cup,  presented  by  the  Pier  Company,  and 
gold  medal ;  First,  L.  J.  Stephenson  (Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards),  41b.  3oz.  ;  second,  R.  M.  Watts 
(Hastings  and  St.  Leonards),  21b.  14foz.  ;  third, 

C.  B.  H.  Grant  (Southend),  21b.  2oz.  ;  fourth, 
A.  W.  H.  Bartram  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards), 
lib.  Ofoz. 

Class  II. — Heaviest  roimd  and  flat  fish  on  each 
day  :  Saturday  (round),  E.  Hill  (Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards),  4}oz.;  (flat),  E.  H.  Coussens(unattached), 
lib.  IJoz. — Sunday  (round),  F.  G.  Bond  (Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards),  4Joz. — Monday  (round),  W.  C. 
Nickels  (B.S.A.S.),  lib.  4^02.  ;  (flat),  R.  A.  Turner 
(Hastings  and  St.  Leonards),  5|oz. 

Class  III. — ^Heaviest  catch  of  whiting  :  First, 
W.  H.  Phillips  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards), 
lib.  14Joz.  ;  second,  H.  Bowden  (Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards),  lib.  l2|oz.  ;  third,  J.  Atkinson  (Has- 
tings and  St.  Leonards),  lib.  6oz. 

Class  IV. — Heaviest  catch  of  flat  fish :  First, 
W.  C.  Wilson  (Southend),  l3oz.  ;  second,  J.  C.  Best 
(Southend),  lO^oz.  ;  third.  Dr.  Travers  (Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards),  7ioz. 

Special  ladies'  prize  for  largest  number  of  sizeable 
fish  :  Mrs.  Fairhall  (Southend). 

Lead  Casting  Competition. 

The  concluding  item  of  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Sea  AngHng  Festival  took  the  form  of  a 
Sea  Lead  Casting  Competition,  which  took  place 
on  the  Central  Ground,  The^excellent  casting  ex- 
ceeded all  expectations,  the  overhead  record  at  the 
Palace  being  easily  outdistanced  by  the  competitors' 
local  "  fishermen  "  carrying  off  the  majority  of  the 
awards.  The  judges,  in  the  competition,  which  was 
watched  by  a  large  number  of  interested  spectators, 
were  Mr.  O.  R.  Travers,  M.R.C.S.,  and  Major  Seton, 
the  stewards  being  Messrs.  A.  F.  Styles,  W.  Morgan, 
and  J.  Appleton,  with  Mr.  A.  Clark,  timekeeper. 
The  following  are  the  results,  three  casts  each  being 
allowed  : — 

Class  I.— Side-casting :  First,  Mr.  G.  Bond, 
147  yards  2ft.  ;  second  Mr.  A.  A.  Bartram  122yds. 
2ft.  7in.  ;  third,  Mr.  G.  Laughton,  l09yds.  2ft.  11  Jin. 
(all  by  Hastings  men). 

Class  II. — Overhead  casting  :  First,  Mr.  R.  C. 
Hardy  Corfe  (Byfleet),  148yds.  2ft.  6in.  ;  second,  Mr. 
H.  R.  Mansell  (Hastings),  l04yds.  2ft.  lOiin.  ;  third, 
Mr.  A.  F.  Styles  (W.P.A.A.),  lOlyds.  1ft.  3Jin. 

Ladies'  Class  (any  style  of  casting)  :  Won  by  Miss 

D.  Goss-Custard  (W.P.A..4.),  71yds.  1ft.  3Ain. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  in  the  chair. 
Reports  from  agents  indicated  improvement  in  the 
weather  during  the  last  few  days,  rendering  sport 
possible,  but  no  takes  of  any  note.  At  Brighton 
many  boats  had  been  out.  Dr.  Simpson  Ladell 
secured  thirty  whiting  and  a  21b.  pollack.  Letter 
read  from  Mr.  Payton  ("  Sarcelle  "),Calai3 :  Weather 
grand,  plenty  wliiting  off  the  pier,  but  all  small 
Regretted  inability  to  attend  to-night,  had  estab- 
lished the  necessity  for  fine  tackle  and  a  rod  thirty 
years  ago,  and  sent  a  piece  of  the  Une  he  had 
been  using.  Telegram  from  Deal. — Sport  improving 
and  several  good  cod  caught  each  day.  Takes  of 
six  score  whiting  on  Saturday,  and  six  score  Sunday, 
from  boat,  reported.  Mr.  Boyton  had  thirteen  score 
whiting,  one  pout,  and  a  51b.  conger,  fishing  with 
Mr.  Churchward.  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon,  well  out  off 
Walmer,  three-and-a-half  score  good  whiting,  and 
a  score  big  (pouting,  lib.  SJoz.,  lib.  Soz.,  lib.  6oz. ; 


the  deeper' the* water  the  bigger'were  the  fish.  Mr. 
Basten  on  Saturday  in  the  bay  a  good  catch,  but 
fish  small;  on  Sunday  off  Bank  Buoy  they  were  o£ 
much  better  size  and  took  a  4lb.  codhng.  Mr.  Nickels 
fishing  at  Hastings  about  281b.,  fish  all  small  and 
poor,  16oz.  the  biggest  ;  also  a  IJlb.  bass;  another 
member  46lb.  in  three  days,  vei-y  small.  .  J 
The  Annual  Pier  Competition  at  Deal  was  success- 
fully carried  through  with  about  the  usual  amount 
of  entries — thirty-eight,  of  which  about  thirty- 
six  actually  competed.  The  weather  was  pheno- 
menally fine  indeed.  One  competitor  dropped 
his  rod  to  catch  a  butterfly  that  had  settled  on  his 
gear,  and  another  member  was  seen  chasing  one 
down  the  pier.  The  water  was  smooth  and  some- 
what clear,  but  as  was,  upon  return  of  boats  fishing 
off,  proved  the  fish  were  all  outside,  and  nothing 
but  little  ones  inshore.  A  large  number  of  these 
were  taken,  but  as  the  absolute  rules  of  the  com- 
petition did  not  allow  whiting  under  6oz.,  codling 
under  21b.,  to  be  weighed  in,  the  man  at  the 
scales  had  little  work  to  do.  When  the  reports 
of  the  judges  are  dealt  with  by  the  committee,  the 
prizes  will  be  awarded,  namely,  the  "John  Bicker- 
dyke"  challenge  cup,  and  the  society's  silver  and 
bronze  medals. 

Pier  and  shore  fishing  has  never  been  a'^great 
attraction  to  members  of  this  society,  they  much 
prefer  hunting  their  fish  in  boats  to  waiting  for 
them  to  come  and  be  caught.  Ladies  and  men  sub- 
ject to  mal  de  mer  practise  it,^  but  they  constitute 
only  a  small  minority. 

The  secretary  reported  the  customary  large  entry 
of  members  for  the  boat  competition  on  Nov.  19, 
20,  and  21,  and  urged  them  all  to  secure  their  boats 
in  good  time. 

Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  then  took  the  chair,  express- 
ing the  very  great  pleasure  it  always  afforded  him 
to  assist  the  society,  and  declaring  the  needlessness 
of  introducing  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke  "), 
called  upon  him  to  open  the  subject  of  the  evening, 
"  Heavy  and  Light  Tackle."  This  he  did,  pleading 
the  difficulty  of  avoiding  repeating  what  he  had  so 
fully  written  upon  the  subject  for  years.  He 
adcfressed  the  novice,  for  there  were  members  present 
with  doubtless  greater  experience  than  he  had. 

Let  not  the  novice  simply  go  to  a  shop  and  get  a 
"fit  out,"  but  sit  down  and  study  the  subject  of 
rods  and  tackle,  and  seek  the  advice  the  experi- 
enced members  of  this  society  always  were  willing 
to  give,  and,  above  all,  remember  that  they  must 
be  proportioned  to  each  other — fine  tackle  on  a  rod 
fit  to  catch  a  big  skate  was  soon  expended  without 
result.  It  requires  a  pliant  rod  as  the  fly-fisher  well 
knows.  Railing  for  mackerel  with  a  tliree  knot  breeze 
strength  must  be  given  to  stand  the  puU  on  hook- 
ing when  sailing ;  but  in  rowing  much  finer  tackle  may 
be  used,  as  the  boat  may  be  at  any  time  stopped 
dead,  and  with  whiting  in  a  strong  run  of  tide  with 
heavy  lead,  sufficient  strength  must  be  provided, 
necessitating  coarser  tackle,  but  when  it  eases,  finer 
tackle,  lighter  leads  and  smaller  hooks  and  bait  are 
almost  a  necessity  ;  the  fish  do  not  cease  to  bite  then, 
but  they  are  able  to  discriminate  better;  with 
heavy  tackle  it  is  difficult  to  feel  the  bite,  and  the 
fish  has  literally  to  hook  itself. 

A  paternoster  is  a  very  good  form  of  taclde  for 
dragging  behind  a  boat.  Mr.  Cook  produced  a 
novel  fitting  for  this  and  other  purposess.  No  booms 
except  the  bottom  one,  which  carried  a  long  trace 
with  a  sma;l  lead  upon  it.  In  towing  the  lead  sinks 
beneath  the  line  of  the  fish's  vision,  a  distinct 
advantage.  For  whiting  all  B.S.A.S.  men  use  gut. 
Long  snoods  certainly  keep  the  lead  away  from  the 
bait,  but  they  destroy  the  feel  of  the  bite,  a  very 
great  disadvantage. 

For  pollack  fishing,  he  certainly  recommended  the 
use  of  wire  for  tackle  to  keep  the  fish  from  sounding 
and  fouUng  weeds  and  rock ;  strength  was  needful. 
Keep  rod  well  dp  to  take  strain,  and  by  sinking  down 
on  the  legs,  you  may  play  your  fish  without  losing 
tlus  vantage.  The  discussion  was  taken  up  by 
Messrs.  Hyde,  Bates,  Terry,  Kemp,  Bass,  Gordon, 
Summers  and  Zaelmsdorf,  the  subject  being  well 
thrashed  out.  Mr.  Cook  replied,  and  customary 
votes  of  thanks  closed  a  niunerously  attended 
meeting. 

The  subject  of  next  W%lnesday's  meeting  was 
announced  as  "  Angling  Incidents  Fresh  and  Salted," 
by  the  author  of  the  charming Uttle  book,  "Angling 
Anecdotes,"  Mr.  Robert  Stanley  (B.S.A.S.). 

H.  P. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  .are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

21,260.  Charles  Wyers,  Oliver  Wyers,  and  Albert 
Smith,  Prudential  Buildings,  Corporation- 
street,  Birmingham.  "  Improvements  in 
fish  hooks." 


374 


THE  FISHma  GAZETTE 


November  19,  1904 


^offings  bp  t^e  iSiae. 

F  "  One  must  not  judge  of  a  man's  worth  by  his 
talents,  hut  by  iJie  use  which  he  makes  of  them." — La 

ROOHEFOUCAUI-D. 


The  three  days'  "  Festival  "  at  Hastings  on  ICqv. 
12,  13,  and  14  was  a  real  success.  The  weather 
was  simply  delightful  (too  good  for  ordinary  London 
sea  fishermen ).  I  was  sorry  I  could  not  stay  for  the 
"Casting"  competition,  but  all  particulars  will  be 
found  on  page  373.  I  did  not  do  much  fishing, 
neither  did  I  do  much  work.  On  leaving  home 
on  Saturday  my  rods — two  sets,  one  for  Mr. 
W.  Crisp  and  the  other  for  myself — were  left 
in  the  hall,  and  the  omission  (not  loss)  only 
discovered  on  arrival  at  Cannon-street.  No 
matter !  Mr.  H.  Dowsett,  the  moving  spirit  of 
sea  angling  at  Hastings,  offered  to  "rig  me  up."  He 
did.  He  said :  "  Just  go  round  and  fee  my 
manager,  Mr.  T.  Barnes,  and  say  you  are  to  have 
all  you  want."  We  had  "  all  we  wanted" — rods, 
reels,  baits  and  lines  and  hooks  and  leads,  and 
although  not  prize  winners  we  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  third  annual  Hastings  Festival.  The  [account 
of  the  meeting  at  the  Castle  Hotel  on  "Federation  " 
and  the  distribution  of  prizes  must  stand  over  till 
next  week. 


To  paint  the  lily  and  to  gild  refined  gold  seems — 
well,  a  little  superfluous.  Under  the  heading  of 
"  Associations  "  will  be  foimd  a  short  but  graphic 
report  of  the  annual  "supper"  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Monday 
evening  last.  All  that  I  can  say  is  that  Mr.  Horace 
Brown  was  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Walker  in  the  vice- 
chair,  supported  by  nearly  all  the  dite  of  the 
angling  world.  I  wish  I  had  space  to  mention  some 
of  the  hundred  members  and  friends  who  partook 
of  one  of  the  very  best  suppers  served  in  the  very 
best  style  of  the  "Holborn."  I  sat  next  to  Mr. 
L.  H.  Lef^vre,  the  celebrated  art  publisher; 
"  took  wine  "  with  Dr.  Startin  ;  nodded  to  the  Rev. 
Mackay  (whose  portrait  has  appeared  in  the  F.O.) ; 
chatted  with  Colonel  Graham  Gordon,  who  assisted 
so  kindly  to  make  the  dinner  a  success  ;  with  Curator 
and  Librarian  Zaehnsdorf,  George  Read  Clarke, 
de  Courcy,  Radford,  Blundell — well,  hold  on  ! — all 
real  sportsmen.  I  must  not  omit  mentioning  the 
pleasure  it  gave  me  to  see  at  Mr.  Walker's  table 
the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (Mr.  R.  B.  Marston) 
and  his  friend,  Mr.  T.  E.  Batten  (New  York).  Of 
covirse  it  gees  without  saying  that  the  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  is  always  interesting  and 
always  audible,  but  Mr.  Batten's  quiet  unosten- 
tatious little  speech  in  response  to  "  The  Visitors  " 
was  a  real  treat.  He  told  us  that  America  was  a 
"  big  "  country.  We  know  that  Ambassador  Choate 
has  a  big  heart — and  Mr.  Batten  said,  "  Come  over, 
and  we'll  give  you  a  '  big'  welcome."  (I'm  coming 
over.)  The  music  was  of  the  best,  and  I  certainly 
join  with  Vice-President  Walker  in  wishing  that 
these  annual  dinners  came  along  at  least  four  times 
a  year. 


"  John  Bickebdyke  "  gave  a  very  interesting 
lecture  to  the  members  and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
on  Wednesday  evening.  The  room  was  as  full  as 
could  possibly  be.  Mr.  Wrench  Towse,  of  the 
Fishmongers'  Company,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the 
discussion  on  "  Light  and  Heavy  Tackle "  was 
provocative  of  some  really  good  "  tips "  being 
gaffed.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  asked  what  tackle 
would  be  recommended  to  land  a  pike  of  115  pounds, 
an  account  of  which  he  read  from  a  contemporary 
of  Nov.  13.  Next  Wednesday  Mr.  Robert  Stanley 
will  discourse  on  "  Angling  Incidents,  Fresh  and 
Salted."    Come  early. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  'of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  21, 
at  8  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
Barbican,  E.G. 


Readers  of  the  Fisfling  Gazette  will  be  sorry  to 
hear  that  Mr.  E.  CoUinson  (more  familiarly  known 
as  "  Ned  ")  of  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society,  Hvmts, 
is  still  very  far  from  well.  His  son,  "  Alf  "  CoUinson, 
is  a  very  good  fisherman,  has  his  own  punt,  can 
provide  baits  and  tackle  (if  necessary),  and  has 
recently  taken  a  London  angler  (Mr.  R.  W.  Smith) 
for  a  few  days'  fishing  on  the  Huntingdonshire  Ouse. 
The  weights  fire  not  given,  so  that  I  suppose  there 
were  no  1 15-pounders.  On  Nov.  12  eleven  pike 
were  captured,  three  being  returned.  On  the  13th 
four,  two  returned.  Mr.  Alf  CoUinson,  of  2,  West- 
etreot,  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  will  be  very  pleased'  to 
accompany  anglers  any  Thursday,  Saturday,  or 
Sunday.  He  can  also  accommodate  anglers  who 
may  require  to  be  "put  up"  for  week-ends. 


The  Royal  Choral  Society  has  made  a  most 
successful  start  on  its  season  this  winter.  "  Elijah," 
which  was  selected  as  the  work  to  inaugurate  the 
new  session,  affords  a  good  opportunity  for  criticis- 
ing the  society  and  of  forming  an  impression  of 
what  may  be  looked  forward  to.  The  chorus  has 
started  work  in  splendid  form.  All  the  sections  are 
marked  by  beauty  of  tone,  and  the  tenors  are 
exceptionally  pure.  Mme.  Emily  Squire,  who  took 
the  place  at  very  short  notice  of  Mme.  Suzanne 
Adams,  unfortunately  indisposed,  was  the  soprano, 
and  acquitted  herself  with  great  credit.  Miss  Ada 
Crossley  gave  a  beautifully  expressive  rendering  of 
"  Oh  rest  in  the  Lord."  Mr.  John  Harrison's  voice 
has  much  improved,  and  his  expressive  powers  have 
increased.  The  society  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
such  an  excellent  start,  and  their  next  concert,  on 
Dec.  1,  when  Coleridge-Taylor's  "Hiawatha"  will 
be  performed,  will  be  eagerly  looked  forward  to. 


On  'page  375  will  be  found  an  account  of 
the  very  successful  Thames  competition  in  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
A  new  departure  was  the  issuing  of  a  very  taste- 
fully got  up  programme,  for  which  the  modest 
sum  of  one  penny  was  charged,  and  Messrs.  Stewart 
&  Co.,  of  Paddington  Green,  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  its  production.  Mr.  Barber  is  the  worthy 
secretary  of  this  worthy  society,  and  has  been  ably 
supported  by  Messrs.  Baxter,  Moore,  Newton,  Spicer, 
Stewart,  Watling,  and  "  Good  old  Ben."  Mr.  Wood- 
ward, the  energetic  chairman  of  the  Competition  Com- 
mittee, deserves  more  praise  than  I  have  space  to  give 
him.  From  what  I  can  gather  the  sum  of  £25  will  bo 
"garnered"  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  in  distress. 
The  "Pome"  (I  wrote  "poem")  is  by  one  "Wet- 
star,"  and  all  he  want?  is  to  increase  the  membership 
of  the  A.B.S.  Send  one  shilling  and  one  penny  to 
Mr.  Barber,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  and 
become  an  annual  subscriber.  This  is  "  Wetstar's" 
account  of 

November  13,  1904. 

We  meet  to-day,  as  you  may  guess. 
To  help  along  the  A.B.S. 
Besides,  my  lads,  with  rod  and  reel. 
Each  means  to  have  the  heaviest  creel. 

For  there  are  prizes  to  be  won 
Before  the  setting  of  the  sun  ; 
The  writer  means  to  top  the  lot. 
So  "  go  it  cripples  "  whilst  it's  hot. 

Our  "  Annual  "  now  has  come  along. 
And  we  intend  to  go  it  strong  ; 
Like  "  Izaak  "  on  the  river's  brim. 
In  rain  or  shine,  we're  in  the  swim. 

Old  "  Walton  "  in  his  far-off  days 
Ne'er  fished  for  prizes,  nor  for  praise  ; 
We  fish  for  both,  but  let's  confess 
Our  eye  is  on  the  A.B.S. 

We  anglers  fish,  but  seldom  get 
The  fish  we  want  by  rod  or  net : 
But  in  the  Competition  now 
Each  man  will  do  his  best,  I  trow. 

I  see  the  pike,  bleak,  minnow,  eel. 
All  laughing  at  your  rod  and  reel. 
But  to  the  roach  and  dace  they  say, 
"  'Tis  time  for  you  to  clear  away." 

With  Barber,  Woodward,  and  "  Old  Ben," 
You've  got  true-hearted  fishermen  ; 
Then  let  the  prizemen  forward  press. 
But  don't  forget  the  A.B.S. 


The  "  Briny  "  Anglers,  whose  headquarters  are 
the  Lord  Nefaon,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road, 
S.E.,  announce  the  date  of  their  next  competition 
as  November  27,  at  Bumham-on-Crouch.  The  tide 
will  be  favourable.  Tickets,  including  entrance  fee, 
boat,  and  bait,  are  three  shillings  each,  which  may 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  Secretary  Bullock,  61,  Gibbon- 
road,  Nunhead,  or  of  Treasurer  Poole,  Broadwall, 
Stamford-street,  S.E.  This  "  outing"  should  be  a 
success. 


The  Weleetka  (I-T.)  .America  tells  the  following 
story  on  one  of  its  subscribers  : — He  was  a  farmer  and 
was  forced  to  wear  shabby  clothes,  and  his  hair  and 
beard  were  cut  none  too  short.  Saturday  afternoon  he 
broughtinacoupleof  bales  of  cotton  and  sold  it,  after 
which  he  got  ahair-cut  and  shave,  and  bought  an  entire 
new  layout  of  clothes.  As  he  tossed  the  bundles  of 
clothes  into  the  wagon  he  chuckled  to  himself : 
"  No  w  watch  me  surprise  Betsy  !  '|'  When  he  reached 
the  creek,  near  town,  directly  after  dark,  he  stopped 
his  team,  took  off  his  old  clothes,  carefully  wadded 
them  up  and  tossed  them  into  the  swirling  current. 
He  then  reached  under  the  seat  for  his  bundle 
of  new  clothes.  They  were  gone  !  Neecllees  to  say, 
ha  "  surprised  Betsy."  ^ 


On  Monday  evening  last  my  old  athletic  club, 
the  Caxton  (William  Clowes  &  Sons,  Limited),  held 
their  annual  concert  and  presentation  of  prizes  at 
the  Horns,  Kennington.  I  should  like  to  have  been 
present  for  the  sake  of  Auld  Lang  Syne,  but 
Hastings  had  prior  claim.  A  pleasant  evening  was 
spent  under  the  genial  and  able  chairmanship  of 
the  manager,  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  who  was  supported 
by  Mr.  G.  C.  K.  Clowes  and  Mr.  Maurice  Clowes. 
The  club  has  made  rapid  strides  during  the  last 
season,  and  at  swimming  they  can  hold  their  own 
with  the  best.  The  prizes,  which  were  exceedingly 
numerous,  were  of  the  useful  and  handsome  order, 
and  their  presentation  was  made  by  the  chairman, 
who  was  in  his  happiest  vein.  If  any  of  our 
readers  would  like  to  see  the  Fishing  Gazette 'prvntevA 
at  play,  they  will  be  on  view  at  Raynes  Park  on 
Nov.  26,  when  they  meet  another  printing  firm 
team  in  the  first  round  of  the  Printing  and  Allied 
Trades  Football  Charity  Cup.  Good  luck  to  them  ! 
and  may  they  bring  the  cup  to  Duke-street, 
Stamford-street,  S.E. 


"  According  to  this  paper,"  remarked  Mrs. 
Gabbleton,  "  the  average  person's  vocabulary  is 
only  2500  words."  "  Considering  the  number  of 
times  you  use  your  entire  vocabulary  daily,"  rejoined 
Mr.  Gabbleton,  "  I'm  surprised  that  you  haven't 
worn  it  out  long  ago." 


One  of  the  most  curious  causes  of  a  collision  at 
sea  was  that  assigned  by  a  Dutch  skipper,  and 
related  at  Yarmouth  Custom  jHouse  by  the  master 
of  the  herring  lugger  Zealous,  whose  boat  was 
damaged.  The  Yarmouth  master  said  he  had 
hauled  his  nets,  and  saw  the  Vlaardingen  boat 
Hiligonda  coming  straight  for  his  vessel  with  no 
one  on  deck.  When  the  crash  came  he  scrambled 
on  the  Dutch  boat  and  found  all  the  crew  below. 
The  Vlaardingen  skipper  explained  that  they  were 
all  at  prayers  at  the  time. 


A  VISITOR  was  talking  to  a  negro,  when  he  said  : 
"  So  that  is  the  Black  Mountain  ?  "  "  Yes,  sir," 
said  the  negro.  "  Any  legend  or  story  connected 
with  it  ?  "  "  Yes  ;  lots  of  them,"  said  the  negro  ; 
"you  see  that  steep  path  up  the  mountain?" 
"  Yes."  "  Well,  there  were  two  lovers  went  up 
there  once  and  never  came  back  again."  "  What 
became  of  them  ?  "  said  the  visitor.  "  They  went 
down  the  other  side." 


The  late  Dean  Vaughan,  when  he  was  head- 
master of  Harrow,  had  invited  a  nxmfiber  of  coloured 
imiversity  men  and  clergymen  to  dine  with  him, 
but  when  the  appointed  time  arrived  none  of  the 
expected  guests  turned  up.  After  waiting  a  while 
in  the  drawing-room,  Mrs.  Vaughan  came  out  into 
the  hall  and  remarked  to  the  butler  that  it  seemed 
very  odd  that  none  of  the  guests  had  arrived. 
"  Yes,  ma'am,"  said  the  butler  ;  "  and  what's 
odder  still,  I've  done  nothing  all  the  evening  but 
turn  Christy  Minstrels  away  from  the  door." 


Artist  :  "  And  how  will  you  have  the  mermaid 
painted  ?  "  Art  Lover  :  "In  water  colours,  of 
course  ;  did  you  ever  hear  of  a  mermaid  being  done 
in  anything  else  ?  "  Artist :  "  No,  but  I've  heard 
of  sardines  done  in  oil,  and  why  not  mermaids  ?  " 


To  Captain  Manuel  Enos,  of  the  sloop  Malicia 
Enos,  out  of  the  port  of  Boston,  Mass.,  belongs  the 
honour  of  having  brought  in  the  largest  swordfish 
of  the  season.  The  fish  with  the  sword  on  must 
have  measured  fifteen  feet.  With  head  and  tail  off, 
as  it  was  sold,  it  measured  ten  feet,  and  trimmed 
for  the  market  weighed  7051b.  Allowing  a  conser- 
vative figure  for  head,  tail,  and  sword,  the  fish  must 
have  weighed  over  9001b.  when  it  was  taken  out  of 
the  water?  The  fish  was  caught  off  Jeffers,  about 
thirty-five  miles  from  Thatcher's  Island. 


Edith  :  "  I  was  asked  to  sing  last  evening,  and 
when  I  had  done  so  I  was  complimented  in  the 
highest  terms  by  everybody  in  the  room."  Bertha : 
"  And  yet  there  are  people  who  say  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  Christian  charity  in  this  world  !  " 


The  piece  de  resistance  of  the  Rod  and  Line 
Sea  Anglers  —  otherwise  known  as  British  Sea 
Anglers — hold  their  annual  competition  at  Deal 
on  the  19th,  20th,  and  21st  day  of  the  present 
month  (November).  All  the  "  World  and  his 
Wife"  (and  on«  daughter)  will  be  there.  Every 
arrangement  has  been  made  for  the  comfort  of 
competitors,  and  the  "cup"  may  or  may  not  (per- 
haps not)  be  lifted  by  Dragnet. 
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pFovineial  Angling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning^ 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  more  slight  showers,  which 
liave  done  much  to  make  both  the  Severn,  Avon, 
Trent,  and  other  rivers  better  for  tis}iing.  We  have 
also  had  some  colder  weather  and  a  few  slight  frosts, 
which  have  done  good  for  the  pike  and  grayling 
fishermen.  The  Dove  and  Blythe  are  in  good  order 
for  grayling  fishing.  The  river  Wye  is  also  in  good 
order,  and  angling  in  the  Hereford  district  still 
remains  good.  The  Anker,  near  Polesworth,  has 
yielded  some  good  fish,  chiefly  roach,  but  fishing  in 
Tamworth  district  on  tlie  same  river  has  been  quiet. 
Pike  have  been  running  well  in  the  Evesham  district. 
Our  clubs  are  looking  out  for  private  water.  The 
Hay  Mills  Club  have  just  secured  a  stretch  of  the 
river  Alne  at  Little  Ahae,  near  Wootton  Wawen. 
The  members  who  have  fished  the  water  giv3  a  good 
report  of  the  sport  they  have  had  already.  It  has 
been  reported  in  the  Birmingham  Daily  Mail  that  the 
Corporation  reservoir  at  Gravelly  Hill  will  shortly  be 
emptied  and  filled  up,  and  then  cut  up  for  bu'ilding 
purposes.  We  have  had  some  liigh  winds  during  the 
last  few  days,  which  has  kept  a  nimiber  of  our 
members  at  home.  Pool  fishing,  owing  to  this,  has 
been  quiet  the  last  few  days,  but  there  is  now  a 
better  prospect  of  sport.  Canal  fishing  has  been 
quiet.  A  few  bye  contests  were  fished  on  Nov.  13, 
but  the  Sport  was  very  poor,  in  some  instances  only 
one  or  two  prizes  were  taken.  With  a  change  in  the 
weather  the  canal  at  Knowle  will  be  worth  a  visit 
during  middle  day. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE  . 

Since  the  advent  of  the  colder  weather  there  has 
been  a  marked  falling  off  in  roach  fishing,  but 
trolling  does  not  appear  to  have  suffered  in  the 
least  ;  in  fact,  better  sport  with  the  pike  has  not 
been  had  for  a  long  time.  Nearly  all  the  streams 
liave  the  same  good  tale  to  tell.  The  Witham 
probably  takes  premier  position,  for  on  some  lengths 
of  the  river  immense  numbers  of  fish  have  been 
killed.  In  the  Bardney  district  something  like 
twenty  brace  were  captured  last  week,  but  scarcely 
one  of  them  scaled  more  than  61b.  Nearer  Boston, 
however,  notably  at  Tattershall  and  Kir.sstead, 
;eavier  fish  have  been  taken,  one  of  9ilb.  being 
bout  the  best  for  enumeration.  Those  who  have 
ned  the  tiolling  tackle  on  the  Forty -foot  still 
•ntinue  to  obtain  the  best  sport  on  the  lengths  at 
>wineshead  and  Hubbert's  Bridge,  and  also  on  the 
-outhern  stretch  of  the  river  beyond  Gunn's  Bridge. 
The  water  hereabouts  contains  some  splendid  fish, 
ind  individual  rods  recently  have  killed  as  many 
iis  four  brace  during  an  afternoon.  The  heaviest 
killed  in  this  district  since  Nov.  12  weighed  81b. 
Welland  anglers  also  continue  to  have  a  fine  run 
of  sport  amongst  the  pike.  One  of  them  who 
resides  in  the  James  Deeping  district  has  taken  no 
I'^ss  than  1.341b.  as  the  result  of  three  days'  fishing, 
-f'veral  of  the  fish  weighed  from  81b.  to  121b. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  most  of  the  tributaries  are 
now  in  first-class  order  for  angling  operations,  and 
during  the  present  week  the  weather  being  in  the 
fmgler's  favour,  caused  quite  a  number  of  rods  to  be 
t  work,  especially  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river, 
•  rne  of  the  anglers  returning  with  nice  catches  of 
I  lach  from  Wansford,  Snakeholme,  Wilfholme,  and 
Arram.  Some  good-sized  pike  have  also  been 
■■'jcured  both  with  live  bait  fishing  and  spinning. 
Anglers  visiting  the  Land  o'  Nod  section  of  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  have  also  fared  well  amongst 
I'laeh  and  pike.  The  Newbiggen  Angling  Society 
li'dd  their  annual  dinner  the  other  evening,  when 
-Messrs.  F.  Johnson,  W.  Gledhill,  and  G.  Cunningham 
were  recipients  of  a  gold  medal  each.  The  annual 
ffjeeting  of  the  Hull  Rose  Deep  Sea  Fishing  Club 
'.vafl  held  at  headquarters  last  week,  Mr.  J.  Young 
being  elected  president  and  Mr.  Richard  King  to  the 
vice-chair.    Mr.  J.  Wray,  hon.  sec. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  river  Bollin  is  in  grand  order,  and  last  week 
lelded  some  nice  coarse  fish,  especially  roach. 
.Stocking  must  be  in  full  swing  in  this  county,  for  no 
I'iss  than  0.5  JO  coarse  fish  have  arrived  from  Mr. 
Ford,  of  Caistor,  in  addition  to  trout,  since  Nov.  1, 
.irid  include  perch,  bream,  roach,  tench,  king  carp, 
rdinary  carp,  and  golden  orfe.     On  Nov.  10  the 
llfton  Anglers  had  a  lecture  on  fish  life.  Things 
r  I!  exceptionally  quiet  in  Warrington,  and  rather 
lieter  than  usual  in  Liverpool,  the  clubs  getting 
vvay  have  had  the  usual  varying  luck.    During  a 
■'■exit  visit  to  Killarney,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  seventeen 
ilmon  and  Mr.  Burgess  eleven  s&linon,  and  trout 
galore.    The  Tyldcsley  Anglers  have  been  enjoying 
their  annual  as  only  anglers  know  how, 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Coimty  Palatine  A. A. 
was  well  attended  by  the  delegates  of  federated 
clubs.  The  balance-sheet  deals  with  something  like 
£3D0  ;  the  number  of  clubs  embodied  is  somewhat 
smaller  than  in  19<J3,  and  consequently  the  member- 
ship is  rather  less.  In  the  now  executive  tlie  number 
of  re-elections  is  a  proof  of  the  popularity  of  old 
hands.  On  Monday  last  the  Moss  Side  Socials  had 
a  ladies'  evening,  and  enjoyed  themselves,  but  at  the 
next  meeting  they  will  have  a  treat,  when  Mr.  Hark- 
nesa  gives  them  a  discourse  on  angling.  Throughout 
the  winter  season  they  intend  alternating  their 
meetings  between  socials  and  lectures  or  other 
similar  items.  The  Cheetham  Socials  have  success- 
fully negotiated  their  annual,  and  are  now  fortified 
and  hopeful  for  the  coming  financial  year. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  adverse  to  angling,  and 
few  anglers  have  visited  the  Trent  since  Nov.  12. 
Fogs  have  been  in  strong  evidence,  rendering  fishing, 
at  all,  a  task  of  supreme  difficulty.  On  Nov.  10  the 
river  was  up  four  feet  or  more,  and  the  rise  brought 
downwards  tons  of  derelict  weed  and  other  rubbish. 
Two  or  three  members  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society,  in  ignorance  of  the  adtual  condition  of  the 
river  (the  change  was  surprisingly  sudden),  journeyed 
to  Shardlow  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  pike  a 
trial  with  the  live  bait.  Mr.  John  Greaves  was  of 
the  select  band,  and  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  very 
fine  brace  of  fish.  They  weighed  201b.  lOoz.,  the 
heavier — a  female — going  121b.  lOoz.  Your  corre- 
spondent and  a  friend  caught  an  eel  or  two  with 
the  worm.  Previously  to  the  rise,  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  of 
the  W^ellingtonians,  had  one  of  his  best  days  of  the 
season  amongst  roach  with  gentles,  which  accounted 
for  good  bags  to  the  rods  of  Messrs.  J.  Wilson,  J. 
Hynes,  and  W.  Denman,  of  the  City  Piscatorials, 
on  the  Barton  and  Attenborough  stretch.  The 
river — it  was  like  pea  soup  on  Nov.  12 — began  to 
fine  down  on  Monday,  and  the  various  backwaters 
are  sure  to  receive  plenty  of  patronage  from  the 
piking  contingent.  Fish  in  plenty  must  have 
ascended  during  the  rise,  which  has  been  cordially 
welcomed,  and  which  is  bound  to  effect  consider- 
able good. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  freshets  in  the  fishing  streams  last  week  have 
not  had  enduring  effects  beneficial  to  anglers.  On 
Nov.  12  a  few  of  York's  crack  rodmen  tried  the 
Ouse  with  confidence  as  to  the  results,  but  got 
nothing  for  their  patience  and  trouble.  On  Nov.  16 
a  party  took  advantage  of  the  beautiful  open 
weather  which  succeeded  the  fogs  and  journeyed 
to  Stamford  Bridge.  They  found  the  Derwent 
resmning  its  former  unfavourable  condition,  and 
had  no  sport  whatever.  Waltonians  just  now  are 
somewhat  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  seeming 
deadness  of  piscatorial  life,  and  some  attribute  it 
to  the  invisible  insect  world  beneath  the  surface 
of  the  water  in  which  the  fish  are  moving.  Strength 
is  given  to  this  supposition  by  the  decayed  vegetable 
growths  which  at  this  late  season,  on  account  of 
the  mild  weather,  are  met  with  in  abundance  at 
river  sides.  Frost  and  flood  are  needed  to  rirl  the 
streams  of  the  nuisance,  and  anglers  are  not  likely 
to  make  headway  vintil  the  change  comes.  The 
bed  of  the  Codbeck  in  the  Thirsk  district  is  again 
running  almost  dry  in  places,  and  there  is  a  dearth 
of  water  in  its  tributaries.  At  the  York  Leeman- 
road  Working  Men's  Club  A. A.,  on  Nov.  12,  a 
"smoker"  was  held,  when  a  silver  -  mounted 
umbrella  and  a  silk  handkerchief,  svibscribed  for  by 
the  members,weie  presented  to  Mr.  Edward  Buckley 
on  his  relinquishing  the  post  of  chairman,  which  he 
had  held  for  eight  years. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  favourable  for  spawn- 
ing operations,  which  have  gone  on  satisfactorily  on 
all  the  principal  earlier  rivers  since  last  notes. 
Salmon  are  more  numerous  on  the  redds  at  most 
places  than  they  were  at  this  time  last  year.  Parties 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  are  now  stationed 
at  Dromid  Lodge  and  Derriana  Lodge,  near  the 
river  Cummeragh,  to  aid  the  bailiffs  in  protecting  the 
spawning  fish  in  this  water  and  its  tributaries. 
The  Cummeragh,  is  the  principal  spawning  river  in 
the  Waterville  district  and  connects  the  upper 
chain  of  lakes  with  the  celebrated  Lough  Currane, 
where  7500  sea-trout  were  had  during  the  past 
season.  Sea  angling  has  been  resumed,  at  many 
places  along  the  western  coast  especially,  but  sport 
has  not  been  near  so  good  as  it  was  before  the 
break.  Heavy  fines  have  been  inflicted  lately  for 
illegal  trawling  on  the  coasts  of  Cork  and  Kerry. 

North  of  Ireland. 

Reports  from  the  Bann,  Bush,  Mourno,  Roe, 
Faughan  and  other    northern   rivers  concerning 


the  run  of  breeding  salmon  are  very  satis- 
factory on  the  whole.  The  exceptionally  mild 
weather  is  another  favourable  circumstance.  The 
half-yearly  meeting  of  the  C'oleraine  Board  of 
Conservators  was  held  at  Toome  on  Nov.  12, 
Mr.  AveroU  Lloyd,  J. P.,  presiding,  when  there  was 
a  good  attendance.  Mr.  T.  J.  English,  secretary, 
read  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
enclosing  a  memorandum  from  the  Inspector- 
General  of  Constabulary,  suggesting  that  all  fines 
imposed  in  cases  of  infringements  of  the  fishery 
laws  in  which  the  police  successfully  prosecute  should 
in  future  be  made  over  to  a  reward  fund  to  be  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Inspector-General  for  the  time 
being.  From  such  reward  fund  it  was  proposed 
to  make  money  giants  to  constables  who  were 
in.strumental  in  .securing  convictions,  and  it  was 
intended  also  to  award  good  service  records  to 
those  constables  who  displayed  most  intelligence  in 
detecting  breaches  of  the  fishery  laws.  The  board 
decided  to  fall  in  with  this  project,  which  is  one 
that  is  bound  to  bear  good  results.  The  reports 
from  the  various  inspectors  were  considered  very 
favourable.  It  was  resolved  to  expend  further 
money  on  the  purchase  of  trout  fry  for  restocking 
the  rivers  of  the  district,  independent  of  the  depart- 
mental grant,  if  any. 


A  MIRACULOUS  DRAUGHT   OF  FISH. 

While  Messrs.  Bagot,  Spencer,  and  Townley  were 
out  drawing  with  an  eel  net  at  Sunderland  Point 
recently  tliey  had  a  very  remarkable  haul.  Taking 
the  net  for  a  draughtinGlasson  Dock,  they  found  they 
had  enclosed  such  a  shoal  of  eels  that  it  was  impossible 
to  draw  the  net  out  to  the  side — as  is  their  custom — 
on  account  of  the  enormous  weight,  which  was 
breaking  the  meshes  of  their  net.  They  drew  up 
the  bottom  cord,  thereby  losing  a  great  nimsber  of 
fish,  and,  separating  the  eels  into  batches,  lifted 
them  in  the  bag  of  the  net  into  the  boat,  which 
fortunately  happened  to  be  a  good  size.  When  the 
net  was  finally  emptied,  the  men  stood  knee  deep 
in  fish,  some  of  which  were  over  21b.  weight  each, 
the  total  weight  of  eels  being  estimated  at  sLxty- 
eight  score  pounds,  while  five  or  six  score  escaped 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  such 
slippery  customers,  thus  making  the  total  catch 
over  thirteen  hundredweight.  In  addition  to  the 
eels,  a  considerable  number  of  whiting  and  many 
sea-trout  were  caught,  all  of  which,  of  course,  had 
to  be  turned  into  the  water  again,  as  an  eel  net  is 
not  allowed  to  be  used  for  any  other  fish,  and  sea- 
trout  are  out  of  season.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the 
Lune  has  not  yet  gone  down  as  an  eel  river,  and 
apparently  the  'J;  Dock"  is  a  favourite  haunt  in  the 
autumn. — Lancaster  Standard. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT 
COMPETITION. 


All  roads  led  to  Windsor  on  Nov.  13,  or  appeared 
to  to  anyone  standing  on  Eton  Bridg?  when  the 
trains  disgorged  the  army  of  anglers  taking  part  in 
the  competition  organisad  by  Mr.  B?n  Abrahams  on 
behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  No  doubt  the  dense  fog  pre- 
vailing in  London  in  the  early  morning  deterred 
many  from  att?nding,  but  some  450  took  the  risk 
and  were  rewarded  with  perfect  autumnal  weather. 
The  tickets  were  stamped  with  the  utmost  celerity, 
and  a  prompt  start  male.  The  river,  in  spits  6f 
recent  rains,  was  clear  and  exceptionally  low,  and 
the  most  sanguine  would  not  have  pr.:dicted  heavy 
takes.  However,  some  150  had  recourse  to  th<? 
scales,  the  heaviest  weight  being  71b.  3^oz.,  and  the 
loweit  weight  to  take  a  prize  was  7  ^oz. 

The  committee  were  rather  against  competitors 
being  pestsred  with  collecting  boxes  while  engaged 
in;  fishing,  but  in  the  hurry  of  stamping  no 
opportunity  was  afforded  to  anglers  of  subscribing. 
Mrs.  Harris  therefore  kindly  undertook  the  by  nj 
m=ans  light  task  of  carrying  the  box  the  entire 
length — some  eight  miles  out  and  home — the  col- 
lectK  n  realising  the  welcome  s-um  of  £1  6s.  8d. 
Mr.  Barber  (general  secretary  A.B.S.)  was  seen  in  a 
new  rula  with  a  box  on  behalf  of  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  Preservation  Society.  With  his  usual  gallantry 
he  allov.ed  the  lady  collector firot  start,  but  succeeded 
in  gleaning  £1  Is.  for  that  deser\'ing  body. 

All  the  arrangements  passed  off  without  a  hitch, 
and  reflected  great  credit  on  the  organisers.  Without 
columns  of  spare  to  spare  it  is  impossible  to 
enumerate  all  who  helped,  but  mention  must  le 
made  of  Messis.  Baxter,  Moore,  Newton,  Spicer. 
Stewart,  and  Watling.  Of  course  "  Ben  "  was  well 
in  evidence,  and  Mr.  Woodward  (Jubilee  A.S.), 
the  chairman  of  the  competition  committee,  was 
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indefatigable.  I  imderstand  he  was  responsible 
for  the  compilation  of  the  programme,  which  was 
unique  of  its  kind,  embracing  some  paying  advertise- 
ments, an  appeal  for  the  preservation  societies,  an 
open  letter  explanatory  of  the  work  of  the  A.B.S., 
and  which  should  do  much  in  bringing  more 
members,  a  capital  poem  by  Wetstar,  some  presnant 
hints  on  procedure  and  practice,  and  a  full  list  of 
the  fifty-five  prizes,  ranging  from  a  guinea  given 
by  Mr.  Tate,  who  is  now  giving  his  humorous 
sketch  "Fishing"  at  the  London  Pavilion,  down  to 
the  proverbial  bottle  of  "  imsweetened." 

The  prizes  wiU  be  distributed  on  Dec.  15  at  the 
New  Red  Lion,  Westboume-terrace,  Harrow-road, 
W.  I  append  a  list  of  the  first  twelve  winners. 
As  above  stated,  nothing  below  7ioz  will  take  a 
prize.  J.  Henning  (unattached),  71b.  3Joz. ;  Balchin 
(unattached),  21b.  lljoz.  ;  Fairclough  (Amicable 
Excelsior  A. S.),  21b.  8oz.  ;  E.  Henning  (unattached), 
21b.  4^oz. ;  Templeman  (WaUiam  Green),  21b.  ^oz.  ; 
Martin  (Camden),  lib.  13  Joz. ;  Glass  (Walliam  Green), 
lib.  12Joz.  ;  A.  Taylor  (Dartmouth),  lib.  7oz.  ; 
Harris  (imattached),  lib.  5Joz.  ;  Simmonds  (Alla^on 
United),  lib.  5Joz.  ;  W.  Henning  (unattached), 
lib.  4oz. ;  T.  Gibbs  (vmattached),  lib.  2|oz.— 
Travelling  Reporter. 


JlssociaUons,  ck. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Nov.  21,  at  8  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate 
Institute,    Golden-lane,    Barbican,   E.G.. — R.  W. 
Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

In  response  to  a  circular  letter  received  in  July 
last  from  Mr.  Adrian  Lumley,  of  the  Imperial  Cancer 
Research  Fimd,  Victoria  Embankirent,  lequesting 
angling  societies  to  forward  to  Dr.  Bashford,  of  that 
institution,  any  fish  taken  and  suspected  of  having 
cancer,  a  roach,  recently  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Adams, 
one  of  our  members,  and  having  a  peculiar  growth 
on  its  side,  was  accordingly  forwarded  to  him,  and 
we  have  received  through  Mr.  Lumley  the  following 
report: — "Regarding  the  roach  with  tumour  for- 
warded by  the  Blenheim  A.S.  through  you  the 
tumour  was  an  interesting  one,  but  unfortunately 
not  cancer.  Microscopical  examination  showed  it 
to  be  an  infective  granuloma,  or,  in  non-technical 
language,  a  kind  of  ulcer  with  much  over-growth 
of  the  tissue  imder  the  skin,  and  caused  by  parasitic 
organisms.  .  .  . — (signed)  E.  Bashford."  Fishing 
results  show  that  Messrs.  Barnes  and  Cracknell  had 
roach  at  Harefield,  and  Mr.  Loudensack  roach  and 
dace  from  the  Thames.  With  reference  to  the 
secretary's  visit  to  Harefield  last  week  on  business 
coimected  with  the  society's  fishery  there,  at  present 
I  can  only  say  that  everything  passed  otf  very 
satisfactorily. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  very  successful  meeting  was  held  at  Broad- 
street  Restaurant,  E.G.,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Robert 
Davison  in  the  chair.  The  following  results  were 
reported: — Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  WoQf  (from  pier) 
and  Mr.  Dryden  (boat),  at  Deal,  some  thirteen  score 
whiting,  pouting,  dabs,  dogfish,  and  conger ;  Mr. 
Bellamy,  at  Yarmouth,  whiting;  Dr.  Ladell,  at 
Brighton,  a  good  mixed  basket,  as  was  the  case 
also  with  Messrs.  Parker  and  Wheeler  at  Deal, 
whilst  at  Leigh  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  had  a  good  catch  of 
flatfish.  Mr.  Bellamy  presented  a  book  to  the 
library,  also  several  pictorial  cards,  and  was  cor- 
dially thanked.  This  being  a  "  Scientific  Evening" 
a  fine  collection  of  microscopes  was  staged,  lent  by 
Messrs.  Bentley,  Kentish,  Parker,  and  Steward 
(of  the  Strand  and  Gracechurch  -  street).  The 
splendid  variety  of  slides  made  a  fine  exhibition, 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  meeting,  which  passed  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Bentley,  Mr.  Kentish, 
and  others  who  had  assisted.  Some  fine  photo- 
micrographs were  exhibited  by  Mr.  Marriott,  as 
also  some  very  beautiful  coloured  drawings  of  fish 
by  Miss  Ladell,  exhibited  by  her  brother.  During 
the  evening  two  gentlemen,  proposed  on  Nov.  1, 
were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  The  usual 
C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman,  closed  an  exceptionally  pleasant  and 
enjoyable  meeting.  An  outing  to  Burnham  takes 
plaee  on  Nov.  20 ;  train  from  Liverpool-street  at 
9.22  a.m.  Mr.  G.  Hollands,  78,  Moncrieff-street, 
Rye-lane,  S.E.,  will  kindly  make  arrangements. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Nov.  15  was  hold 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Coimellan.  The 
programme  for  December  and  January  will  be 
posted  to  members  in  a  few  days.  Meantime, 
members  should  note  that  amongst  the  fixtures  is 
a  supper  in  the  Bristol  Room  on  Dec.  13.  Those 
desirous  of  being  present  should  apply  for  tickets 


(2s.  6d.)  as  early  as  possible.  Several  members 
have  fished  at  Theale,  and  have  met  with  varying 
success,  some  good  chub  having  been  taken.  The 
Deal  outing  passed  off  in  a  very  enjoyable  manner, 
the  weather  being  ideal,  though  the  tides  might 
have  been  more  suitable.  A  large  number  of 
whiting  were  taken,  but  as  the  Gresham  standard  is 
high  the  great  majority  of  the  fish  were  not  weighed 
in.  The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  was  the 
winner  of  the  cup.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  J.  B. 
Close  who  had  charge  of  the  arrangements.— Hon. 
Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Nov.  IG,  when  the  subject  for  discussion  was  the 
relative  value  of  the  results  attained  by  fishing 
public  versus  private  waters.  Many  interesting 
experiences  and  incidents  were  related,  and  it 
appeared  that  in  the  majority  of  instances  members 
had  obtained  the  better  results  from  public  waters. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Robinson,  the  captor  of  what  is  believed 
to  be  the  record  authentic  dace  from  the  Thames, 
has  kindly  sent  the  fish  up  here  for  exhibi'ion,  the 
weight  was  lib.  loz.  Members  who  attended  the 
outing  to  our  Barford  Fishery  found  the  water  in 
flood,  and  takes  ruled  small.  Mr.  Jaguls  to  ^k  the 
best  fish,  a  roach  of  lib.  l^oz.  Mr.  J.  C.  Webb  has 
taken  roach  up  to  lib.  6oz.  from  the  Lea.  Mr.  A. 
Ellis  F>  rbes,  from  the  same  river,  chub  and  roach, 
the  former  21b.  loz.  Mr.  Rayner  nice  dace  up  to 
9oz.  Messrs.  Scholefield  and  Westrup  very  fair 
class  dace  from  the  Thames,  and  Mr.  Spencer  some 
small  perch  and  pike. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

The  annual  supper  on  Nov.  14  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  was  a  pronounced  success  in  every  way. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  the  president,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  the  vice-president,  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  being 
in  the  vice-chair.  After  supper  the  usual  loyal 
toast  was  given  from  the  chair  and  warmly 
responded  to.  The  health  of  "  Our  noble  selves," 
also  offered  by  the  chairman,  came  next.  Mr. 
Brown  mentioned  that  the  past  year  had  been  one 
of  poor  fishing  though  of  good  fellowship.  Their 
officers  were  most  capable,  but  he  much  regretted 
to  say  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  they  would  lose 
their  hon.  secretary,  as  Mr.  de  Courcy,  after  seven 
years  of  hard  labour  without  having  asked  for  a 
ticket  of  leave,  would  take  a  rest.  He  (the  speaker) 
voiced  the  opinion  of  all  when  he  said  Mr.  de  Courcy 
had  earned  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  all  for  what 
he  had  done  for  the  society.  They  had  to  con- 
gratulate Mr.  R.  Bradford  on  having  lately  killed 
a  fine  salmon  of  331b.,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf, 
hon.  librarian,  on  having  been  made  gold  medallist 
at  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition,  an  honour  no  man 
deserved  more.  Their  vice-chairman  had  done  great 
things  with  chub,  having  taken,  amongst  others,  a 
grand  one  of  l^lh.  He  hoped  the  society  would 
long  flom-ish  and  prosper.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  gave 
"  The  Visitors,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
and  Mr.  T.  E.  Batten  {Forest  and  Stream).  The 
healths  of  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman  were 
drunk  with  enthusiasm,  and  the  gathering  dispersed 
soon  after  11  p.m.  A  selection  of  music  was  given 
under  Mr.  Walhs  Arthur's  direction.  Colonel 
Graham  Gordon  also  contributed  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  evening  by  singing  "  An  Angler's  Song," 
which  was  composed  and  dedicated  to  the  society 
by  the  gifted  author  Mr.  J.  Monk-Gould.  Colonel 
Gordon  also  sang  "  The  Star-Spangled  Banmer,"  in 
honour  of  our  American  guest. — Hon.  Sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society. 

Our  smoking  concert  on  Nov.  8  was  a  great 
success,  about  a  himdred  members  and  friends  being 
present.  The  following  gentlemen  took  the  chair 
during  the  evening,  Messrs.  C.  Pettit,  R.  Jacobs, 
F.  W.  Penfold,  and  A.  Abrahams.  A  very  lengthy 
programme  was  gone  through,  being  contributed  to 
by  the  following  gentlemen.  Messrs.  W.  Pinchin, 
S.  Waller,  A.  Bignell,  T.  Crook,  C.  West,  H.  Dot, 
C.  Culverd,  J.  Grey,  the  Invicta  Banjo  Trio,  Mr. 
F.  Williams'  Quartette  Party,  and  a  host  of  others. 
The  prizes  won  at  the  Twickenham  outing  were 
presented  by  our  president,  Mr.  C.  Pettit,  to  the 
successful  members.  Messrs.  R.  Jacobs  and  C. 
Franco,  two  of  the  prize-winners,  requested  that 
their  prize  money,  l8s.,  be  sent  to  the  Salvation 
Army  Soup  Kitchen  Fund.  Our  hearty  thanks  are 
due  to  Mr.  R.  Jacobs,  who  acted  as  musical  director, 
and  Mr.  P.  H.  Kahn,  pianist.  The  usual  loyal 
toast  brought  to  a  close  one  of  our  most  successful 
musical  evenings. — W.  Hase. 

SouTHWARK  Social  Anglers. 

On  Thursday  next  (Nov.  24)  a  Bohemian  smoking 
concert  will  be  held  at  the  Duke  of  Wurtemberg, 
Hatfield-slreet,  Stamford-street,  Blackfriars,  as  a 
compliment  to  and  recognition  of  the  services 
rendered  to  angling  by  Mr.  J.  Deplidge  during  the 
past  twenty-six  years.    The  concert  will  be  a  high- 


class  one,  vocally  and  instrumentally.  Many  pro 
minent  anglers  have  promised  to  attend,  including 
Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  of  pike  angling  celebrity. 

Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 

The  monthly  competition  of  this  society  took 
place  on  Wednesday  (Nov.  9).  Owing  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  (it  was  blowing  nearly  a 
gale  of  wind)  the  competitors  were  not  numerous. 
The  first  prize,  the  gift  of  Mr.  A.  Holland  (Royal 
Hotel),  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  Stoodley  ;  second  prize, 
Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell ;    third,  Mr.  F.  Read.— A.  G. 

ROWELL. 


^ofcs  from  ilfc  Woxll). 


The  bailiffs  on  the  Don  are  busy  transplanting 
the  spawners  crowding  the  lower  tidal  water.  They 
net  them  at  the  cruives  and  other  pots,  and  in 
water-tanks  take  them  some  miles  up  the  river 
in  carts.  The  fish  are  carefully  enough  handled, 
and  considering  the  journey  the  percentage  of 
deaths  after  transplanting  is  small  indeed. 


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  think  that 
some  of  the  upper  Deeside  proprietors  do  not 
contribute  enough  to  the  Dee  Salmon  Fishings 
Improvement  Association.  Their  rentals  have  been 
going  up  by  leaps  and  bounds,  yet  their  contributions 
are  the  same  as  they  were  a  dozen  years  ago. 


Salmon  rentals  are  beyond  speaking  about,  and 
yet  the  supply  is  nothing  compared  to  the  demand. 
When  a  man  gets  a  good  thing  he  keeps  it  if  his 
purse  be  long  enough. 


But  the  stream  of  new-comers  is  as  thick  as  ever. 
It  seems  inexhaustible.  Once  bitten  twice  shy,  but 
there  are  so  many  to  bitn  that  no  sooner  does  one 
go  down  than  another  takes  his  place.  The  same 
one  seldom  comes  twice. 


Yet  there  are  some  good  spots  and  well  worth 
knowing  about,  but  the  difficulty  is  that  as  soon  as 
they  are  mentioned  so  many  crowd  to  them  that 
they  are  overdone  and  practically  ruined. 

I  know  many  anglers,  good  men  and  true,  who 
would  willingly  share  their  knowledge  with  others 
but  for  this  certain  dread  of  finding  their  favourite 
retreat  converted  into  a  public  park. 


"How  long  will  it  take  to  land  a  salmon  of 
101b.  ?  "  asked  an  angling  correspondent  the  other 
day.  "Ten  rainut?s,"  was  my  reply.  Everything 
depends  on  the  surroundings,  but  the  average  is  a 
minute  for  every  poiind  the  fish  weighs  up  to  201b. 
But  twenty  minutes  with  good  holding  tackle  should 
"blow  "  the  best  fish  that  swims. 


The  fine  weather  is  enabling  the  sea  anglers  to 
have  a  longer  spell  at  the  rocks  along  the  Kincardine- 
shire coast  than  is  usually  the  case,  and  fairly  good 
baskets  are  being  got. 


The  Inverness  Town  Coiincil  have  decided  to  take 
no  part  in  the  defence  of  the  local  anglers  implicated 
in  the  Loch  Ness  angling  dispute.  They  are  simply 
to  stand  by  and  watch  their  own  interests.  i 


"  It's  an  ill  wind  that  blows  no  one  good."  This 
last  season  has  been  an  exceptionally  favourable 
one  for  pearl  fishers.  There  have  been  no  floods  to 
disturb  them  in  their  quiet  operations,  and  they 
have  reaped  a  fairly  rich  harvest. 


The  Dee,  Don,  and  especially  the  Ythan,  are 
famed  for  Scotch  pearls,  and  not  a  few  make  a  good 
living  at  it  during  the  summer  months. 


Although  a  few  shillings  can  usually  purchase  the 
average  pearl,  yet  now  and  again  a  bigger  sUce  of 
luck  comes  up,  and  pounds  then  take  the  place  of 
shillings  in  the  bargain.  Ten  pounds  was  the 
value  of  a  cheque  received  for  one  fished  from 
the  Don  lately. 


Mr.  James  Dickson,  Mrs.  Dickson,  and  Miss 
Dickson  (his  sister)  were  made  the  recipients  of 
handsome  presentations  on  Nov.  1 1  on  their  retire- 
ment from  the  Learny  Arms,  Deeside. 

Special  Scotch. 


In  Calcutta  recently  a  lady  got  hastily  into  a 
tramcar,  and  an  intoxicated  individual,  who  was 
the  only  other  occupant,  rose,  and  with  solemn 
gallantry  offered  her  his  seat.  He  stood,  according 
to  the  Madras  Hindu,  all  the  rest  of  the  way. 
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Xetters  to  tbe  Ebttor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

PRESERVING  GUT  DAMP. 

Dear  Sib, — Judging  from  thejmany  letters  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  there  seems  to  be  no  little  anxiety 
as  to  the  best  method  of  preserving  gut  and  much 
difference  of  opinion.  By  way  of  adding  to  the 
general  perplexity,  I  give  you  the  result  of  my 
experience  covering  a  period  of  over  twenty  years. 

A  few  days  before  the  beginning  of  the  season  I 
place  some  half  a  dozen  casts  and  about  twenty 
links  of  fine  and  extra  fine  drawn  gut  in  a  tin  box 
with  spongio  piline  at  the  bottom,  pour  gwaw^uw  sitff. 
of  water  thereon  and  close  it.  I  keep  this  box  wet 
and  closed  during  the  whole  season,  using  the  casts 
as  required.  At  the  end  of  the  season  I  open  the 
box  and  leave  it  in  a  dark  cupboard  to  dry.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  next  season  again  I  wet  the  box, 
and  find  both  casting  lines  and  points  quite  service- 
able. Of  course  I  try  them  before  use,  and  if  a  knot 
or  two  of  one  which  has  been  used  gives  way,  I 
re-tie  it,  and  find  the  gut  as  good  as  ever. 

A  monstrous  way  of  treating  gut,  you  will  probably 
say  ;  but  with  me  it  has  the  sanction  of  long  ex- 
perience, and  is  very  convenient,  therefore  I  continue 
to  use  it. — Yours  truly,  H.  A.  S. 

[Few  have  had  more  experience  in  fly  fishing  than 
"  H.  A.  S.,"  and"  Benwyan  "  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
that  his  views  are  thus  endorsed.  I  am  sure  that 
the  advice  as  to  testing  the  gut  is  very  necessary,  as 
gut  which  has  been  softened  by  long  damping 
becomes  very  soft  and  liable  to  slip  at  the  knots. 
—Ed.] 

BAIT  FISHING  FOR  GRAYLING. 

Dear  Sib, — May  I  ask  some  of  your  readers  to 
inform  me  concerning  bait  fishing  for  grayling  ? 
Perhaps  some  anglers  who  have  "  swum  the  worm  " 
or  used  float  tackle  with  gentles,  or  killed  grayling 
with  the  artificial  grasshopper,  will  say  how  and 
when  these  methods  are  best  employed. 

Do  grayling  take  the  gentle  ov  worm  early  in 
October  in  the  south  or  west  of  England  ?  I 
liave  fished  the  up-stream  worm  for  trout  very 
frequently  with  great  success,  but  I  have  never  had 
any  success  with  worm  or  gentle  for  grayling — at 
least,  not  during  the  opening  weeks  of  October, 
the  only  time  of  the  autumn  when  grayling  fishing 
is  possible  for  me.  What  is  the  best  book  on  bait 
fishing  for  grayling  ?  What  tackle  is  recommended  ? 
Can  one  "  swim  "  the  worm  or  gentle  with  a  fly  rod 
and  line  ?  It  would  be  a  convenience  to  be  able  to 
do  this,  as  many  an  hour  in  October,  when  grayling 
are  '"dour  "  and  listless  to  the  fly,  might  be  fruitfully 
employed. — Yours  truly,  Thymallus. 

Grantham. 

f  [It  is  a  curious  thing  but  the  grasshopper  style 
of  fishing — which  is  so  deadly  for  grayling  in  the 
Teme  and  the  Lugg  that  on  many  waters  its  use  is 
prohibited — seems  to  be  of  little  use  in  the  grayling 
streams  of  Derbyshire  and  York.shire.  I  have  tried 
it  there  with  no  success.  To  fish  it,  you  want  the 
artificial  grayling  grasshopper,  sold,  I  believe,  by 
Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co.  It  is  a  leaded  hook,  over 
which  green  worsted  is  wound  with  two  bits  of 
straw  bound  along  each  side — that  is,  whipped  to 
the  plump  green  Vjody  at  intervals.  For  this  fishing 
a  natural  grasshopper  or  a  couple  of  gentles  are 
put  on  the  hook,  a  I2ft.  or  14ft.  light  stiff  cane  rod 
is  used,  and  a  small  float,  or  rather  mark,  for  it 
does  not  float,  is  used  on  the  line,  made  of  about 
an  inch  of  white  quill  from  the  solid  part  of  a  goose 
quill ;  this  is  fixed  to  the  line  by  one  cap  ;  it  is 
put  on  about  6in.  less  than  you  judge  the  average 
depth  of  a  swim  to  be  ;  and  the  bait  is  swung  out 
gently  and  dropped  gently  into  eddies  and  holes  and 
likely  places  ;  it  is  allowed  to  sink  to  the  bottom 
and  then  gently  worked  with  a  sink  and  draw  motion 
— that  is,  lightly  lifted  up  6in.  or  Sin.  and  lowered 
again,  gradually  moving  the  rod  top  so  as  to  cover 
the  water  well.  The  angler  watches  the  small  white 
float,  which  can  be  seen  under  water  when  the  bait 
is  on  the  bottom  ;  if  it  is  seen  that  the  float  stops 
uddenly  on  the  way  down  before  it  should  in  the 
'<rdinary  course  do  so,  the  angler  strikes  gently,  and 
often  finds  he  has  a  grayling  on.  These  fish  seem 
to  he  very  keen  on  rising  towards  a  slowly  descending 
bait,  or  at  taking  any  bait  passing  over  them  a  foot 
or  so  from  the  bottom.  Swimming  the  worm  for 
grayling  is  a  very  pretty  sport,  as  you  can  use  a 
light  fly  rod,  a  fly  cast,  a  small  worm  on  a  small 
hook,  and  a  little  float  (a  small  medicine  bottle 
cork  with  red  scaling  wax  on  top  and  a  hole 
for  the  line  to  go  ihrough  and  a  bit  of  white  quill 
to  plug  it  answers  well).  Frosty  weather  is  the  time 
for  this,  for  the  colder  it  is  the  better  the  sport. 
Mr.  W.  Baden  Powell,  K.C,  invented  an  amusing 
dodge  for  preventing  the  grayling  swallowing  the 
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worm,  as  he  found  he  lost  so  much  time  disgorging 
the  hook.  He  whips  another  hook  on  the  gut  with 
the  shank  end  first — that  is,  reversed — and  he  says 
this  prevents  the  grayling  getting  the  baited  hook 
down  far,  as  the  reversed  hook  stops  it.  Wading 
is  generally  necessary,  as  you  want  to  swing  out 
your  bait  so  that  tlie  worm,  held  up  by  the  little 
fioat,  swims  down  with  the  current  about  a  foot 
from  the  bottom.  Wading  in  icy  water  is  not  wise, 
and  by  using  a  spring  fly  rod  and  tlie  improved 
Hardy  "  Silex  "  (small  size),  a  lighc  bait  and  float  can 
be  cast  easily  fifteen  to  twenty-five  yards  or  more. 
The  line  must  be  well  "Gishurstined"  for  this  work, 
as  it  then  all  floats  as  it  is  carried  down  by  the  current 
and  does  not  sink  and  catch  in  the  bottom.  Casting 
the  bait  with  a  light  fly  rod  with  one  hand  in  this 
way  is  very  pretty  work,  and  requires  more  skill 
than  fly  fishing  by  a  long  way.  I  believe  it  will 
become  a  favourite  style  of  fishing  when  better 
known.  Small  cockspur  worms  are  best ;  they 
should  be  scoured  a  bright  pink  or  red  colour. 
Of  course,  no  one  would  think  of  using  bait  for 
grayling  where  bait  is  not  allowed,  or  where  sport 
with  fly  can  be  had,  but  this  is  not  often  the  case  in 
the  winter.  Float  ledgering  for  grayling  is  a 
favourite  method  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
Derwent.  A  good  float  for  this  fishing  is  made 
from  half  of  a  beer-bottle  cork  cut  into  a  funnel 
shape — that  is,  like  a  cone  with  a  hole  burned 
through  it — and  a  quill  about  4in.  long,  with  a  r  ng 
or  cap  at  the  lower  end,  is  used  to  plug  the  hole 
when  the  line  is  put  through.  The  flat  part  of  the 
float  is  the  uppermost,  and  can  be  painted  white 
or  sealing-waxed  red,  to  show  up  among  autumn 
leaves.  For  this  style  of  fishing  you  select  some 
quiet  eddy  near  the  bank,  throw  in  a  few  gentles  or 
ant  eggs,  or  small  red  worms,  and  then,  having  fixed 
the  float  so  that  the  shot  (Sin.  from  the  small  hook) 
just  lie  on  the  bottom,  you  throw  out,  and  then 
hold  the  float  gently  against  the  current ;  the  least 
bite  is  indicated  by  the  cone-shaped  float  which 
sends  off  rings  directly  it  is  touched,  a  signal  to  the 
angler  to  prepare  to  strike  directly  a  decided  bob 
is  seen.  Grayling  hooked  in  the  mouth  on  drawn 
gut  and  on  a  fly  rod  give  fine  sport,  especially  in 
Cold,  frosty  weather,  in  which  they  and  chub  seem 
to  delight  more  than  any  other  fish.  Mr.  J .  E  Miller 
and  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran,  the  fishing  tackle  makers 
of  Leeds,  sell  all  the  most  suitable  tackle  for  grayling 
fishing.  Mr.  Walbran  publishes  a  little  book  on 
the  subject,  as  it  is  a  great  hobby  of  his.  I  believe 
he  would  rather  go  swimming  the  worm  on  a  well- 
stocked  grayling  stream  on  a  frosty  day  than  go  to 
a  funeral  or  a  wedding.— Ed.] 


SHOULD  IT  COUNT  ? 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  reader  of  your  valuable  and 
interesting  paper  (for  years  past),  I  note  you  have 
often  been  called  upon  to  decide  various  points 
relating  to  angling  matters. 

One  has  occurred  here,  and  we  decided  to  submit 
the  same  to  you. 

A  rivalry  has  existed  for  some  considerable  time 
among  three  friends,  and  at  the  commencement  of 
a  fishing  expedition  they  agreed  to  make  it  a  contest 
as  to  who  should  claim  ^the  title  of  "  best  man," 
club  rules  to  be  the  basis. 

One  of  the  competitors  whilst  trolling  for  pike 
allowed  his  bait  to  sink  for  a  moment,  and  on 
winding  in  it  was  found  a  large  fresh-water  mussel 
had  caught  on  one  of  the  triangles,  and  so  landed. 

The  competitor  claimed  that  it  should  be  allowed 
to  weigh,  and  at  the  close  of  contest  more  vehemently 
pressed  the  claim,  the  catches  being  so  near  equal, 
that  the  weight  of  the  mussel  meant  the  competitor 
being  raised  from  second  to  first  position  if  allowed. 

Our  query  to  you  is.  Is  it  a  fish,  in  the  ordinary 
acceptance  of  an  angling  contest,  and  should  it 
be  weighed  ? 

I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  give  a  decision  and 
reply  through  your  paper,  we  having  agreed  to 
abide  by  same. 

I  take  it  also  to  be  rather  a  unique  experience. 
The  hook  had  not  pierced  the  mussel,  but  was 
nipped  by  closing  of  shell.  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation,— Yours  truly,  W.  Bryant. 

Homcastle. 

[Of  course  it  cannot  count,  as  it  is  not  a  fish, 
any  more  than  a  snail  is  a  game  bird.  That  com- 
petitor ought  to  start  a  club  for  shellfish  anglers, 
if  he  calls  it  sport  to  play  mussels. — Ed.] 


HOW  TO  GET  RID  OF  CARP. 

Dear  Sir,— I  read  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White's  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  12,  re  "  How  to  get 
rid  of  Carp,"  and  your  remarks  thereto. 

To  say  "  they  do  not  hurt  the  brown  trout  in 
any  way,"  simply  because  Mr.  White  has  seen  a  few 
hundred  young  ones,  is,  I  think,  a  little  bit  too 
sweeping. 

Because,  if  they  do  nothing  else,  their  presence 
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there  is  bound  to  interfere  with  the  trout  carrying 
capacity  of  the  lake. 

With  regard  to  the  main  point  at  issue,  it  is  difficult 
to  form  an  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  done 
without  having  seen  the  geographical  formation  of 
the  lake  and  its  surroundings,  together  with  the 
volume  of  water  to  contend  with,  etc. 

But,  as  Mr.  White  says,  the  water  can  be  drawn 
off,  I  presume  there  is  a  sluice  or  valve  at  the 
bottom  end,  with  a  fall  behind  it,  to  get  rid  of 
the  water. 

Perhaps  Mr.  White  could  make  a  small  temporary 
pond  below  the  sluice  with  a  screen  fixed  at  the 
bottom  end  to  catch  the  fish  and  at  the  same  time 
let  the  greater  part  of  the  water  go,  leaving  a  pool 
sufficiently  large  for  the  fish. 

He  could  then  take  the  trout  out  and  put  them 
back  into  his  lake.  Of  course,  in  carrying  out 
this  plan,  the  water  should  be  let  down  gently,  and 
not  let  it  go  like  an  avalanche,  and  the  fish  should 
take  no  harm. 

If  this  idea  is  impracticable,  I  would  suggest 
fixing  a  screen  over  the  sluice  and  letting  the  lake 
down  until  it  is  possible  to  net  the  coarse  fish  out. 
The  screen  would  have  to  be  of  sufficient  area  to 
pass  more  water  than  the  normal  amount  running 
into  the  lake,  and  at  the  same  time  the  mesh  would 
have  to  be  small  enough  to  prevent  the  young  fish 
going  through.  But  offering  suggestions  without 
having  seen  the  place  is  very  much  like  a  doctor 
offering  physic  without  having  seen  his  patient. — 
Yours  truly,  Donai-d  Walker, 

Managing  Director,  the  Welham  Park 
Fish  Hatchery,  Ltd. 

Malton,  Yorks. 


GREAT  PIICE. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  read  Mr.  Jardine's  letter  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  12, 1  see  that  he  mentions 
Colonel  Thornton's  471b.  pike.  I  am  trying  to  get 
a  true  list  of  big  pike.  In  the  late  Lord  Inverurie's 
list  I  find  one  caught  on  June,  1784,  in  Loch  Petu- 
liche,  Scotland,  weighing  491b.,  and  one  by  another. 
Colonel  Thornton,  caught  in  Lough  Carra,  Sept., 
1883,  weighing  341b.  I  cannot  find  one  of  471b. 
Would  Mr.  JardLne  kindly  let  me  know  which  Colonel 
Thornton  is  meant,  and  also  date,  if  possible  ? — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Fabian. 

PIKE  FISHING  WANTED  NEAB  LONDON- 
OLD  LINE. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
tell  me  where  I  can  get  some  good  pike  fishing 
near  London,  say,  within  twenty-five  miles,  by 
payment.  I  have  heard  there  is  some  good  fishing 
at  Maldon,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  so.  I 
have  an  old  salmon  line  that  has  been  left  on  the 
winch  for  several  years  ;  when  I  came  to  look  at 
it  the  other  day,  I  found  the  outside  layers  of  line, 
which  have  been  exposed  to  the  air,  were  quite  rotten' 
while  that  near  the  centre  of  the  winch  was  as  strong 
as  ever.  To  my  knowledge,  the  line  has  never 
been  used.  Perhaps  you  could  explain  this. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly. 

Bluebottle. 

[I  have  noticed  the  same  thing  in  old  lines  which 
have  been  kept  on  reels,  especially  oil-dressed  Lines, 
the  outside  coils  get  very  rotten.  I  presume  it  is 
the  action  of  the  air.  "  Bluebottle's  "  best  plan 
as  regards  pike  fishing  is  to  study  "  The  Angler's 
Diary,"  published  at  the  Field  office. — Ed.] 

THE  "PIERREPONT"  SPOON  IN  ITALIAN 
WATERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  feel  sure  you  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  that  the  "  Pierrepont  "  bait  is  a  great  success, 
and  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  spoon  bait. 
It  has  been  very  deadly  for  trout,  perch,  and  big 
dace  in  the  Italian  rivers,  and  will  doubtless  be  the 
same  in  the  English  waters.— Yours  truly, 

H.  HUGGINS. 

,  Director,  Ditta  Carlo  Raggio. 

Serravalle-Scrivia,  Italy. 

[All  fish  will  take  a  spoon  occasionally,  but  does 
Mr.  Huggins  mean  that  the  big  dace  tsike  it 
regular  ?  What  size  do  the  dace  he  refers  to 
average  ?  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  of  :Manchester,  who 
sends  nie  this  letter,  sells  the  "  Pierrepont  "  spoon, 
which  is  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet 
and  Sons. — Ed.] 


THE  DEAL  SEA  LEAD. 

Dear  Sir, — Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.  seem 
anxious  to  gain  a  little  cheap  notoriety  over  the 
Deal  lead.  This  lead,  we  believe,  was  the  invention 
of  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates,  who  had  the  right,  if  he  had 
seen  fit,  to  protect  it.  Not  having  done  so,  Messrs. 
Carter  or  any  other  retail  fishing  tackle  dealer 
could  make  and  sell  it. 

At  the  request  of  several  of  our  customers,  we 
have  improved  this  lead  by  adding  to  its  weight, 
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namely,  making  the  first  joint  4oz.  and  the  following 
joints  2oz.  until  l6oz.  is  reached,  and  by  fixing  at 
the  top  a  double  loop  swivel,  which  can  be 
attached  or  detached  at  a  moment's  notice,'  to 
facilitate  the  removing  or  adding  of  the  various 
weights.  This  we  placed  amongst  our  novelties  for 
1904. — Yours  truly, 

S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd. 

Redditch,  Nov.  14. 

ODDS  AND  ENDS. 

Dear  Sie, — Perhaps  the  following  budget  of  odds 
and  ends  may  interest  some  of  your  readers.  I  find 
if  you  follow  fishing  continuously,  experiences,  novel 
and  otherwise,  are  bound  to  befall  you. 

On  Oct.  26  I  was  fishing  at  Thorney  Mills, 
on  the  Parrett,  just  below  Kingsbury.  I  was  pater- 
nostering  for  perch  with  live  minnow,  and  my  first 
fish  was  a  floimder,  although  twenty  miles  from  the 
sea  by  river.  Did  I  see  that  a  flounder  had  been 
taken  on  a  live  minnow  some  time  ago  in  the  Fishinrj 
(razetle  ?  or  is  there  no  record  of  such  a  circ\un- 
stance.  However,  this  one  was  the  herald  of  fifteen 
nice  perch  from  the  same  hole.  Then  it  is  stated  in 
most  works  on  angling  that  chub  take  a  live  minnow 
in  the  spring.  On  Oct.  311  was  fishing  with  a  friend 
at  Ilchester,  on  the  Yeo.  He  used  paste  and  I  was 
paternostering  with  three  hooks  and  a  float,  for 
perch  with  minnows.  A  21b.  chub  came  for  them, 
which  I  landed.  The  second  hook  was  fixed  in  the 
upper  lip,  whilst  the  bottom  one  was  down  its  gullet 
out  of  sight.  I  shall  never  forget  this — my  first 
chub.  Forgetting  that  it  had  teeth  in  its  throat,  I 
put  my  finger  down  as  far  as  I  could  to  free  the 
hook,  when  I  received  such  a  "  bite  "  as  I  shall 
never  forget,  the  mark  remaining  with  nic  to  this 
day.  I  landed  one  more  on  minnow.  Our  three 
best  chub  weighed  61b  less  2oz.  The  Ilchester 
Angling  Association  have  this  water,  which  extends 
from  the  end  of  Yeovilton  Lane  to  Pylle  Bridge. 
Day  tickets.  Is.  I  have  caught  six  pike  lately,  none 
over  5lb.  According  to  the  mmiber  of  runs  I  had 
I  ought  to  have  caught  at  least  twenty.  For 
instance,  on  Oct.  29,  I  had  five  runs  and  only  landed 
a  3-pounder  !  Two  I  had  on  were  monsters  any- 
where between  151b.  and  201b.  The  largest  found 
salvation  underneath  the  root  of  a  water-lily,  which 
was  the  size  of  my  leg,  I  found  when  I  salvaged  my 
tackle.  Another  day'  I  had  six  runs  and  only  one 
fish.  Now,  I  know  there  must  be  something  wrong 
when  I  can  only  get  two  fish  out  of  eleven  runs. 
I  fish  with  Jardine's  snaps.  I  think  my  live  baits 
were  too  large,  so  fine  are  the  roach  and  dace  we 
have  in  the  Isle.  In  "Angling  for  Pike,"  "John 
Bickerdyke  "  says  :  "  Strike  as  soon  as  you  perceive 
the  fish  has  seized  the  bait."  Now,  I  find  in 
practice  that  this  does  not  answer.  The  result,  I 
find,  is  that  the  fish  holds  on  for  a  minute  or  two 
and  then  disappears.  On  the  other  hand,  when 
baits  are  large  and  you  give  the  pike  time,  he  feels 
the  hooks  and  up  comes  your  float.  Now,  when  my 
baits  are  large,  would  it  not  be  better  to  use  semi- 
gorge  tackle,  especially  over  lily  roots  ?  I  should 
also  like  to  know  which  are  found  to  be  the  better 
snaps  in  prac  ice — Jardine's  or  Pennell's  ?  Any 
advice  you  can  give  me  as  to  this  matter  I  shall 
most  thankfully  receive. 

Pike  must  be  able  to  hold  their  own  and  increase 
with  marvellous  rapidity.  On  one  stretch  of  water, 
to  my  own  personal  knowledge,  one  hundred  have 
been  caught  during  the  last  three  seasons,  and  still 
the  water  swarms  with  them. 

I  think  for  a  roach  river  the  Isle,  for  its  size,  is 
hard  to  beat.  Pound  roach  are  simply  abundant. 
One  afternoon  I  caught  two  lib.  each.  On  Oct.  28 
after  losing  one  about  lilb.,  through  not  having  my 
net,  I  caught  another  lib.  loz,  whilst  a  friend  of 
mine  had  six  weighing  61b.  The  roach  fishing  in 
the  Parrett  is  not  nearly  so  good.  A  one  pound 
roach  is  hardly  got  through  the  season  above 
Martock  ;  but  then  the  river  is  more  fished.  Perch 
are  fairly  good  and  plentiful,  my  best  lately  being 
lib.  l^oz.  and  four  weighing  31b. 

If  you  should  ever  find  yourself  this  way,  I  should 
be  only  too  glad  to  show  you  some  good  roach 
swims  or  to  take  you  where  those  grand  pike  laugh 
at  snaps  and  enares.  Perhaps  in  that  event  they 
wouldn't  laugh  long.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, 
— Yours  truly,  'Wm.  Locke  Radford. 

ANOTHER  CURIOUS  CRAB  {CALAPPA 
TUBERCULATA). 

Dear  Sir, — One  of  these  crabs  was  brought  in  by 
one  of  the  Hull  trawlers  on  Monday.  It  is  indeed 
a  curious  specimen.  The  chelae  or  claws  are  very 
wide  and  flat,  and  tlie  fish  have  the  power  to  roll 
themselves  up  like  a  hedgehog  into  a  ball.  It  is  a 
native  of  the  Mediterranean.  I  have  given  this  one 
also  to  Mr.  Lowe  for  the  Beaumont  Museum,  where 
it  no  doubt  can  be  seen  when  mounted. — Yours 
truly,  _  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 


SEMERWATER  AND  THE  YORE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  great  interest  and  appre- 
ciation "  Brown  Owl's "  articles  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Oct.  29  and  Nov.  6,  especially  as  I 
am  quite  at  one  with  him  in  his  keen  delight  in 
the  scenic  and  health  attractions  of  this  charming 
district  (which,  however,  is  far  better  known  and 
patronised  by  anglers  and  tourists  from  all  parts 
than  he  appears  to  imagine)  ;  but  I  am  obliged  to 
tliink  that  he  has  applied  the  couleur  de  rose  just  a 
"  hetle  "  too  generously  as  to  the  angling  attractions 
of  Semerwater  and  its  tributaries.  I  think  that 
articles  of  the  kind  should  particularise  a  little  more 
closely  as  to  that  part  of  the  matter,  because  an 
annual  acquaintance  with  the  locality  of  some  years' 
duration,  always  in  the  best  of  the  season,  has  im- 
pressed me  with  the  following  facts,  which  I  give, 
not  with  any  wish  to  depreciate  the  (juality  of 
the  fishing  below  what  it  is,  but  because  I  believe  in 
never,  even  though  quite  unintentionally,  writing 
anything  that  may  tend  to  induce  anglers  to  start 
for  a  fishing  resort  full  of  hopes  which  are  destined 
to  be  to  a  considerable  extent  xmfulfilled. 

Semerwater  contains  a  very  satisfactory  stock  of 
small  loch  trout  (scarcely  "  vast  quantities,"  I  think) 
of  about  four  to  the  pound  of  tolerable  quality,  which 
rise  pretty  well  to  the  fly  in  a  good  breeze  ;  ono  may 
occasionally  swell  the  basket  by  a  half-pounder 
during  a  day's  fishing,  but  they  are  not  at  all  plenti- 
ful, and  from  all  I  can  gather  a  pound  fish  is  an 
event  quite  to  be  talked  of.  LTnfortunately,  the 
south-west  end  of  the  lake  is  very  shallow  and 
muddy,  and  a  brisk  breeze  from  that  quarter  soon 
thickens  the  lake  so  as  to  render  fly  very  unpro- 
fitable. It  is  rather  risky  to  wade,  the  bottom  being 
very  uncertain.  During  the  tourist  and  holiday 
season  the  lake  is  pretty  hard  fished  by  all  methods, 
and  I  am  told  that  parties  camp  o\it  on  its  shores. 
As  to  the  tributaries,  these  may  be  all  right  for 
fishing  the  wonn  in  a  spate  for  little  burn  trout  (for 
they  unquestionably  hold  a  lot  of  these  little  fellows), 
but  it  is  not  everyone  who  regards  this  kind  of  thing 
as  very  satisfying  sport,  and  they  are  of  little  use  for 
fly  in  an  ordinary  season  after  April,  being  subse- 
quently often  mere  rivulets  over  huge  beds  of 
stones.  The  Bain  contains  a  good  many  trout 
about  four  to  the  pound,  much  better  quality  than 
the  lake  trout,  but  I  have  always  found  that  the 
finest  of  drawn  gut  or  single  hair  with  spider  files 
only  killing,  and  the  fishable  spots  are  rather  limited 
in  number.  Given  a  fair  amount  of  water  a  lin. 
Devon  on  fine  gut  will  kill  some  fair-sized  trout  in 
the  deeper  but  rough  water.  Of  course,  now  and 
again  a  comparatively  big  fellow  of  lib.  is  taken  (a 
6-pounder  even  was  once  taken  on  the  lake),  but 
these  are,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  exceptional. 

Turning  to  the  main  river  Yore,  I  cannot  but 
think  that  to  many  anglers  who  are  led  'to  expect 
good  trouting  it  must  prove  a  bit  disappointing. 
From  Hawes  to  Bainbridge  it  is  very  hard  fished, 
and  the  fish  come  horribly  short,  and  only  those 
who  can  fish  single  hair  or  finest  drawn  gut,  and  can 
throw  far  and  lightly,  need  expect  to  do  much  on 
this  length,  as  a  rule.  Night  fishing,  minnow,  and 
worm  are  all  permitted,  and  the  size  limit  (Tin.)  is 
at  least  an  inch  too  small.  Local  trout  anglers  also 
say  that  the  grayling  are  far  too  numerous  on  this 
section  for  really  good  trout-fishing  to  be  obtained. 

The  Askrigg  water,  which  is  not  so  hard  fished, 
is  decidedly  a  better  section,  the  fish  running  larger 
and  rising  more  freely,  though  they  "  take  a  lot  of 
getting"  here,  too,  even  when  the  flies  are  tied  by 
two  such  invaluable  anglers'  auxiliaries  as  Jimmy 
Blades  and  Skidmore  of  Askrigg.  Throughout  the 
whole  length  minnow-fishing  is  largely  indulged  in, 
which,  of  course,  much  thins  out  the  larger  fish,  as 
also  does  night-fishing  in  June  and  July.  Of  course, 
as  long  as  the  local  anglers  enjoy  practising  these 
methods,  seeing  that  they  principally  contribute  to 
the  funds  of  the  associations,  there  is  nothing  to  be 
said,  but  to  angler-visitors  from  a  long  distance, 
intent  on  fly  fishing  pure  and  simple,  all  this  bait- 
fishing  comes  as  a  bit  of  a  shock. 

All  I  have  wished  to  do  in  these  notes  is  to  convey 
the  fact  that  Yoredale  scarcely  can  be  quite  Justly 
called  an  "  angler's  elysium."  It  is  very,  very  far 
from  being  a  "  duffer's  "  water,  and  it  is  (owing 
particularly  to  the  exceedingly  variable  weather 
conditions  of  a  hill  country),  for  a  short  visit  espe- 
cially, a  lottery  that  contains  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  blanks.  Yet  (tho\igh  I  have  never  realised 
the  fond  dreams  of  bulging  pannie  s  that  I  once 
imiocently  cherished,  and  am  now  often  content 
with  a  "  baker's  dozen  "  of  small  North  Country 
trout  as  the  result  of  a  hard  and  tiring  day's  work 
with  the  fly  on  Yore  or  Semerwater)  never  does 
dreary  winter  give  place  to  the  season  of  warm, 
luminous  skies  and  south-west  winds ;  but  the 
recollection  of  the  bracing  moorland  air,  generous 
fare,  and  cordial,  hospitable  gicot.ngs  ol  the  dales- 
folk  creates  a  yearning  to  be  up  and  away  once 
more  rod  in  hand  to  the  river,  lake,  and  becks  of 
■Wensleydale. — Yours  truly,  NOBrOLC'iAN. 


"JAPANESE  AS  FISHERS. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  '  Scotsman.^ 

"  Sir, — The  remarkable  letter  of  the  Press  Asso- 
ciation's correspondent  with  the  Japanese,  which 
appeaicd  in  the  Scotsrn/in,  brings  to  my  mind 
the  gniat  cleverness  of  the  Japanese  in  fi.shing 
which  I  witnessed  some  years  ago  when  a  boy  at 
school  in  Ireland.  The  correspondent  in  this  graphic 
and  interesting  account  of  the  Japanese  soldier 
says  nearly  every  man  tarries  in  his  kit  a  fishing 
line  and  hooks,  etc.  ;  and  when  off  duty  is  to  be 
found  fishing  in  the  Manchurian  rivers. 

"  At  Sligo,  situated  at  the  foot  of  Loug'i  Gill, 
everyone,  young  and  old,  tried  a  hand  at  fisV.ing, 
The  suc(  ess  of  ti  e  local  fishers  was  generally  p<jor. 
Not  so  that  of  some  Japanese  fis'  era,  who  t  ame 
from  the  other  side  of  the  globe  to  fish  in  those 
strange  waters. 

"  These  Japanese  belonged  to  a  troupe  of  variety 
entertainers,  who  came  to  the  town  in  the  caravan 
of  an  American  impresario,  giving  performances  at 
the  town  hall.  I  remember  being  at  the  '  ri\erside  ' 
ono  evening  when  three  of  them  came  along  and 
quickly  liired  a  boat  to  go  up  the  lough  for  fishing. 
Tl  ey  were  the  first  Japanese  I  have  ever  seen  ;  and 
I  remember  noting  their  grave,  business-like,  clever 
faces,  and  the  ease  with  which  they  managed  the 
boat,  declining  the  a.ssistance  of  any  boatman  who 
offered  to  accompany  tl  em.  They  were  away  about 
a  couple  of  hours,  when  they  came  back  with  as 
much  fish  as  they  could  ca  ry.  There  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  the  r  having  had  unusual  luck — just 
their  ordinary  way.  The  fish  were  there  for  them 
to  take  who  knew  how.  The  three  men  stepped 
out  of  tlie  boat,  paid  the  sldlling  or  so  for  hire,  and 
walUed  away  with  their  spoil,  one  man  carrying  a 
pike  shmg  over  his  shoulder  which  trailed  upon  the 
ground. — I  am,  etc.,  "J.  P.  Burrows. 

"  62,  Coltbridge-avenue." 


MR.  TOD'S  BOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  enjoyed  the  intellectual  treat 
of  perusing  carefidly  twice  over  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's 
book,  '■  Wet  Fly  Fishing  Methodically  Considered," 
in  which  he  has  imparted  in  his  own  peculiarly  racy 
way  a  great  number  of  invaluable  tips  to  the  unini- 
tiated. The  following  are  some  : — As  short  a  line 
as  will  fish  the  spot ;  rapid  and  repeated  casts  up 
and  across,  followed  by  casts  under  opposite  banks  ; 
side  casts  in  encumbered  places  ;  the  value  of  "  the 
hang  "  in  a  stream  ;  to  strike  when  the  line  stops 
before  feeling  touch ;  when  to  sink  the  fly,  and  when 
to  surface  fish  ;  the  dodge  of  fishing  flats  in  wind  ; 
to  work  hard  during  a  rise  ;  the  necessity  for  an 
angler's  concealment ;  and  a  host  of  others,  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  importance  if  seriously 
considered.  To  an  old  fly  fisher  like  myself  the  book 
is  delightful  reading,  and  in  its  didactic  form  will 
well  repay  careful  perusal  during  the  close  season  by 
all  beginners  looking  forward  to  1905. — Yours  truly. 

Black  Hackle. 


JAPAN   AND  THE  NORTH   SEA  INQUIRY. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  reported,  though  Russia,  France, 
the  United  States,  and  Great  Britain  are  to  be  among 
the  five  Commissioners  of  Inquiry,  that  nevertheless 
this  pseudo-play  of  Hamlet  may  possibly  be  acted 
without  Hamlet,  which  here  spells  Japan. 

According  to  Russia's  special  accusations,  Japan 
is  interested,  involved,  and  implicated  in  many  ways 
in  the  subjects  of  this  proposed  international  inquiry, 
which  would  be  an  absurd  "  judicial  "  farce,  folly, 
and  frivolity,  were  Japan  excluded  from  her  legiti- 
mate position  thereon. 

Hitherto  in  Far  Eastern  waters  Japan  has  been 
more  successful  in  military  and  fishery  matters  than 
Russia,  whose  Far  Eastern  Asiatic  sea  fisheries  have 
long  been  worked  chiefly  by  the  Japanese,  a  nation 
which  already  employs  upwards  of  3,600,000  persons 
in  her  aquatic  industries. — Yours  truly, 

J.  LAWRENCE-HAivnLTON,  M.R.C.S. 

30,  Sussex-square,  Brighton. 

TO  GET  RID  OF  PIKE  AND  WEEDS. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  through  your  correspon- 
dence columns  (1)  what  would  be  the  best  means 
to  get  rid  of  pike  in  a  stream  containing  a  large 
quantity  of  trout  and  grayling  ?  It  is  very  deep 
in  parts,  and  in  others  has  broad  shallows.  There 
are  side  streams  and  water- courses  through  the 
meadows.  What  devices  are  there  for  trapping 
pike  which  could  be  used  in  these  side  streams  ? 

(2)  What  is  the  best  weed-cutting  machine  ? 
Can  this  be  fitted  to  an  ordinary  punt  or  boat,  or 
does  it  require  a  special  craft  ? — Yours  truly, 

W.  D.  G. 

[Mr.  Wadham'a  weed-cutter  is  the  best  I  know- 
It  can  be  fixed  to  an  ordinary  punt. — Ed.]   ^ 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Emergency  Salmon-Fly  Making'. 
It  was  with  regret  that  I  had  to  nurse  a  cold 
at  home  instead  of  getting  to  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  17,  when  we  had  a 
salmon  fly-tying  fight  on.  A  friend  who  was 
present  writes:  — 

"I  am  sorry  you  did  not  turn  up  at  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  last  night.  The  members  and  their 
guests  (some  forty  in  number  dined,  and  more  came 
in  after)  got  a  most  amusing  and  enjoyable  evening 
out  of  the  efforts  of  some  dozen  members  to  con- 
struct emergency  salmon  flies  out  of  such  materials 
as  it  might  reasonably  be  expected  that  a  country 
house  would  furnish,  either  by  the  plunder  of  the 
hats  and  work-baskets  of  the  ladies,  and  the 
feather  dust  brooms  of  Turkey  tails  and  cocks' 
hackles,  and  the  filching  of  scraps  from  ragged 
Turkey  carpets,  or  by  means  of  raids  on  the 
poultry  yard  for  hackles  of  poultry  and  guinea- 
fowl,  and  upon  the  larder  for  grouse  hackles. 
The  materials  were  heaped  on  the  middle  of  the 
table— wools  and  crewels,  feathers  and  fluff — and 
the  performers  were  given  half  an  hour  in  which 
to  select  and  remove  hooks  and  materials  and  to 
tie  their  flies.  Considering  that  there  were  no 
delicate  flosses,  no  pigs'  wool  and  seals'  fur,  no 
artistically  dyed  hackles,  and  only  sewing  silks 
instead  of  Pearsall's  gossamers,  and  that  the  work 
was  done  under  a  time  limit  in  the  presence  of  a 
laughing  and  chaflBng  crowd  of  onlookers,  some  of 
the  flies  turned  out  were  distinctly  creditable,  and 
most  of  them  might  be  fished  with  quite  as  much 
confidence  as  more  costly  productions  of  the  shops. 
When  all  had  done,  all  present,  guests  and  members, 
voted  which  they  con.sidered  the  best  fly,  and  the 
large  majority  fixed  on  the  production  of  Mr. 
A.  C.  Kent,  a  yellow  wool-bodicd  fly,  with  a  red 
hackle  and  a  pair  of  white-tipped  turkey  wings, 
with  a  middle  band  of  metallic  sheen,  which  sat 
admirably  and  had  a  capital  entry.  Dr.  Hine  was 
next  with  a  more  ambitious  pattern  with  a  body 
in  two  colours  and  a  mixed  wing;  and  several 
others  were  not  far  behind,  •Glanrhos'  was  present, 
but  did  not  take  a  hand,  as  liquid  wax  and  all 
Huch  luxuries  were  barred.  Altogether^  it  was  a 
most  succ«8{tful  evening," 
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Mr.  T.  E.  Batten,  of  "Forest  and  Stream." 

I  have  met  a  good  many  very  charming  American 
anglers,  but  none  more  so  than  Mr.  T.  E.  Batten, 
of  that  grand  American  pportsman's  paper  Forest 
and  Stream.  Mr.  Batten  was  over  on  business  this 
time,  but  hopes  to  come  again  when  th(!re  is  a 
chance  of  some  fishing.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
introducing  him  to  the  Fly  Fishera'  Club  and  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  and  as  was  quite  clear  from  his 
speech  at  the  Piscatorial  Society's  supper,  he  was 
delighted  with  his  visit  and  the  kind  receptions 
he  had  received.  I  can  assure  our  friends  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society  that  he  particularly 
appreciated  the  spontaneous  singing  of  "  The 
Star-Spangled  Banner,"  so  well  given  by  Colonel 
Graham  Gordon  and  by  the  company.  By  the 
way,  in  the  Field  report  of  the  supper  I  am  made 
to  say  in  introducing  Mr.  Batten  that  "  on  showing 
our  American  friend  the  society's  collection  of 
preserved  fish  in  the  salon,  Mr.  Batten  stated  that 
the  black  bass  on  the  walls  was  not  only  a  very 
fine  specimen  of  the  small-niouth  variety,  but  was 
the  sole  specimen  in  this  country  of  a  really  good 
fish."  Calling  on  me  just  before  he  left  for  America, 
Mr.  Batten  said  that  he  was  afraid  it  was  just 
possible  what  I  was  reported  as  having  said  might 
be  read  as  a  libel  on  our  fish,  namely,  that  we  had 
no  really  good  ones.  Of  course,  I  assured  him 
that  no  one  would  think  of  putting  that  construction 
on  the  words.  I  forget  exactly  what  I  said,  but 
my  intention  was  to  make  the  members  appreciate 
the  fact  that  they  had  such  a  good  specimen  of  such 
a  grand  fish  as  the  black  bass,  and  I  added  that  I 
hoped  it  might  be  accorded  a  more  prominent 
position  in  the  society's  fine  collection — the  finest 
of  the  kind  in  the  world.  Anyway,  I  am  glad  to 
take  this  little  kink  out  for  Mr.  Batten,  and  thank 
him  again  for  the  interesting  information  about  fish 
and  fishing  in  America  which  he  gave  me.  As  an 
instance  of  the  truth  of  the  old  saying,  "  Those  who 
live  in  glasshouses  should  not  throw  stones,"  I 
may  mention  that  I  had  been  saying  to  Mr.  Batten 
that  it  was  a  pity  so  many  unsportsmanlike  devices 
were  used  for  killing  fish  in  America — spring  hooks 
"warranted  never  to  leave  go,"  and  so  on — when 
he  said  quietly,  "Why,  my  dear  Mr.  Marston,  I  have 
been  paying  a  visit  to  some  of  your  best  London 
fishing  tackle  shops  this  morning,  and  I  can  only 
tell  you  that  in  some  of  our  States  if  an  angler  was 
caught  using  tackles  for  spinning  natural  or  artificial 
baits  such  as  I  saw  displayed  openly  in  your  shop 
windows  they  would  be  prosecuted  and  fined.  In 
Maine  " — I  think  Mr.  Batten  said  the  State  of  Maine 
— "  it  is  illegal  to  use  more  than  two  single  hooks 
on  a  bait ;  why,  some  of  your  baits  have  three  or 
four  sets  of  triangles  !  "  I  said  I  was  sorry  I  spoke, 
but  tried  to  wriggle  off  those  hooks  by  pointing  out 
that  it  was  spring  hooks  I  had  referred  to,  and  that 
as  regards  triangles  the  more  points  you  had  the 
more  difficult  it  was  to  pull  them  in  over  the  barbs, 
but  Mr.  Batten  could  not  quite  see  it. 


A  Note  from  the  Tweed, 

Mr.  Forster  Hardy,  the  very  jolly  and  courteous 
London  representative  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers, 
sends  me  this  note  with  reference  to  the  condition 
of  the  good  fish  he  caught.  At  one  time  I  was 
much  prejudiced  against  November  salmon  from 
having  seen  some  which  ought  not  to  have  been 
killed ;  but  since  then  I  have  discovered  that  the 
late  run  of  fish  in  some  rivers,  including  Spey  and 
Tweed,  are  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  good  as  spring 
fish.  A  fish  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  sent  me  recently  from 
the  Tweed  was  excellent,  far  better  than  some 
fresh-run  spring  fish  which  I  have  tasted.  For  the 
table  the  best  salmon  I  know  is  a  grilse,  and  next 
to  the  fresh-run  grilse  a  fresh-run  salmon  running 
about  the  same  time  as  the  grilse.  Mr.  Foster 
Hardy  says:  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  the 
Tweed,  having  only  caught,  on  the  Greenhill  Beat, 
a  16  and  13  pounder  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  15,  and  a 
grilse,  7ilb.,  on  the  same  beat  on  Friday,  Nov.  18. 
I  worked  hard,  but  the  fish  were  scarce,  very 
scarce,  and  it  was  a  case  of  marking'  your  fisiti 
down  and  fishing  him  frequently.  The  river  was 
very  foul,  even  the  last  small  spate  only  removing 
the  dirt  to  place  it  elsewhere  lower  down.  This 
last  snowstorm  may  have  altered  the  conditions, 
if  it  thawed;  but  the  end  of  the  month  is  drawing 
near.  The  fish  I  got  were  not  at  all  advanced, 
were  of  a  spring  shape,  and  bright  in  colour.". 
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Angling  in  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  Waters. 
As  was  to  be  expected  anglers  belonging  to  the 
club  in  connection  with  the  Wyresdale  Fishery 
have  had  good  sport.  I  am  informed  that  1099 
brown  trout  were  taken,  averaging  nearly  half  a 
pound,  the  heaviest  trout  was  41b.  .3oz.  Thirty- 
three  /V.  jontinalis,  averaging  lib.  Ooz.,  were  taken, 
including  a  fine  fish  of  21b.  7oz.,  forty-three  Loch 
Leven  trout,  averaging  12oz.,  and  sixty  sea-trout, 
averaging  2ilb.,  were  caught.  The  heaviest  sea- 
trout  was  5ilb.,  but  it  has  been  a  very  poor  sea- 
trout  season.  In  addition  to  the  above,  twenty- 
eight  brace  of  perch  and  some  chub  were  taken. 

Notes  on  and  by  an  American  Salmon  Angler. 

An  American  salmon  angler  and  a  very  charming 
man,  the  late  Mr.  Dean  Sage,  of  Albany,  N.Y., 
used  to  call  on  me  when  he  was  in  London  to  have 
a  chat.  He  had  some  salmon  fishing  on  the  cele- 
brated Restigouche  river  in  Canada,  and  often 
invited  me  to  join  him.  In  his  excellent  150-page 
account  of  salmon  fishing  for  the  Atlantic  salmon 
in  that  fine  work  "  Salmon  and  Trout,"  in  the 
"American  Sportsman's  Library, "he  touches  onmany 
points  of  interest  to  salmon  anglers  generally.  In 
the  last  letter  I  had  from  him,  dated  May  30,  1902, 
he  said  he  was  sending  me  a  copy  of  the  book, 
adding,  "  As  its  publication  has  been  delayed,  so 
that  I  cannot  send  it  before  I  start  for  Canada  next 
Monday,  I  have  directed  Macmillan  and  Co.  to 
send  you  a  large  paper  copy  of  '  Salmon  and  Trout.' 
This  work  is  one  of  the  volumes  of  the  forthcoming 
'  American  Sportsman's  Librai-y,'  which  I  think, 
on  the  whole,  will  be  good.  The  one  volume  already 
published  on  '  The  Deer  Tribe,'  by  Roosevelt  (the 
President)  and  others,  is  certainly  of  high  quality, 
as  you  will  admit  when  you  see  it,  if  you  have  not 
already. 

"Now,  mind!  this  book  is  for  you  and  not  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  if  you  chance  to  notice  a  copy 
sent  you  by  the  publishers,  I  shall  feel  badly  if 
you  fail  to  say  something  about  the  many  blemishes 
I  observed  when  correcting  the  proofs  for  the  third 
time."  I  think  Mr.  Sage  was  too  severe  on  the 
printers,  or  else  they  made  the  corrections  at  last, 
for  I  must  confess  that  I  have  not  noticed  many 
errors,  and  two  of  those  are  in  the  spelling  of  my 
own  name. 

Delights  of  Salmon  Flshixg. 

The  closing  words  of  his  work  run  as  follows  : — 
"Salmon  fishing, under  the  conditions  which  largely 
prevail  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  is  an  art  so 
easily  acquired  as  to  bring  it  within  the  compass  of 
the  most  moderate  ability,  and  withal  it  yields  more 
pleasure  to  the  lover  of  sport  and  of  nature  than 
does  any  other.  No  properly-constituted  man  can 
be  insensible  to  the  healthful  charms  of  life  in  the 
open  air,  in  a  world  just  as  God  made  it,  nor  to  the 
companionship  of  the  spruce-clad  and  rugged  moun- 
tains of  the  North,  through  which  the  river  has  cleft 
its  way,  and,  full  of  sparkling  ripples,  foaming 
rapids,  and  swirling  eddies,  follows  in  crystal  clear- 
ness its  winding  course  to  finally  lose  itself  in  the 
broad  bosom  of  the  ocean.  These  and  many  more 
appeals  to  the  better  parts  of  his  nature  are  the 
portion  of  the  salmon  angler,  and  his  unfailing 
rewards  for  blank  days  and  untoward  accidents. 
.  .  .  Though  increasing  years  lessen  the  bodily 
vigour,  fortunately  they  do  not  take  away  in  the 
least  the  mental  and  spiritual  satisfaction  in  being 
close  to  Nature  in  her  wilder  forms,  nor  prevent  the 
fullest  appreciation  of  her  many  varied  charms, 
especially  those  under  the  sweet  influences  of  which 
salmon  fishing  is  practised." 

In  the  letter  I  have  quoted,  dated  May  30,  1902, 
Mr.  Sage  said  he  was  starting  for  Canada  next  week. 
Three  weeks  later  he  died  suddenly  of  apoplexy,  on 
June  23,  at  his  fishing  lodge  at  Camp  Harmony,  on 
the  Restigouche.  Mr.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  in  noticing 
the  sad  event  in  Forest  and  Stream,  said :  "  Next 
to  his  own  home,  it  is  natural  that  the  angler 
should  hold  his  fishing  lodge  in  higher  estimation 
than  any  other  earthly  resting  place,  and  if  the 
summons  which  comes  in  time  to  all  of  us  should 
find  us  away  from  home,  I  know  of  no  other  locality 
whence  the  angler  would  rather  be  called  to  cross 
the  bar  than  the  camp  by  the  side  of  his  favourite 
stream."'  Cape  Harmony  is  most  picturesquely 
situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Upsalquitch  and  the 
Restigouche. 

^Ir.  Sage's  Favourite  Salmon  Rod. 
"  A  properly-constructed  rod  should  have  the 
strength  equally  distributed  from  butt  to  tip,  so 
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that  a  pull  at  the  latter  point  will  cause  the  red  to 
bend  throughout  its  entire  length."  After  noting 
that  he  got  Messrs.  Farlow  to  make  him  a  rod 
similar  to  that  with  which  Major  Traherne  won  the 
first  prize  at  the  Pishing  Tournament  at  Hendon 
in  July,  1884,  with  a  cast  of  45yd.  lin.,  he  says  : 
"It  is  an  excellent  rod,  and  apparently  indestructible ; 
but  I  suppose  I  shall  be  adverse  to  the  opinions  of 
most  British  anglers  when  I  say  that  I  prefer,  for 
fishing  from  a  canoe,  a  red  of  the  earlier  make  of 
Forrest  and  Son,  of  Kelso,  Scotland.  I  have  used 
one  of  these,  fifteen  feet  long,  for  twenty-five  seasons, 
aiid  killed  a  great  many  heavy  fish  with  it.  It  has 
been  varnished  a  few  times,  and  some  of  the  whip- 
pings renewed ;  but  it  is  as  good  as  ever,  including 
the  two  tips,  neither  of  which  has  been  broken. 
Forrest  rods  are  used  more  than  any  others  in  this 
country.  ...  In  balance  and  casting  power 
up  to  thirty  yards — which  is  quite  as  far  as  anyone 
needs  to  throw,  and  generally  too  far  for  successful 
fishing  from  a  canoe,  as  salmon  are  neither  so  apt 
to  rif  e  to  a  very  long  cast  nor  to  take  the  fly  if  they 
do — I  think  a  gor  d  fifteen-foot  Forrest  red  equal  to 
any  I  have  seen." 

American  Split  Bamboo  Salmon  Rods. 

I  was  much  interested  in  what  Mr.  Sage  says 
about  American  split  cane  salmon  rods.  "  The 
American  split  bamboo  rods  have  great  power,  and 
are  light  and  delightful  implements  to  handle  ;  but 
many  of  them  have  been  found  subject  to  a  kind  of 
dry  rot  near  the  joints,  which  develops  generally 
after  one  or  two  seasons'  use,  when  the  red  will 
sometimes  break  at  an  ordinary  cast  without  the 
least  previous  sign  of  weakness.  This  general 
tendency,  which  perhaps  might  be  prevented  by 
great  care  of  the  rods,  has  made  them  unpopular 
here,  and,  in  spite  of  their  many  advantages,  they 
are  not  much  used.  It  is  rather  strange  that  trout 
reds  made  of  the  same  material  and  by  the  same 
makers  are  as  durable  as  any  other  rods."  I  have 
never  heard  of  English  built-cane  salmon  rods 
deteriorating  and  breaking  in  this  way,  and  I  have 
used  American  salmon  reds  of  this  make  which 
have  been  used  for  many  years  and  are  as  goed  as 
ever,  and  I  think  Mr.  Sage's  experience  must  have 
been  unfortunate.  The  built-cane  salmon  rod 
which  Mr.  Mills,  of  New  York,  used  at  our  Tourna- 
ment last  July  was  not  a  new  one  ;  it  was  one  of 
the  most  powerful  reds  for  its  iceight  and  length 
that  I  ever  handled,  and  showed  no  sign  of  dry 
rot,  nor  with  reasonable  care  would  it  ever  do  so, 
in  my  opinion. 

Habits  of  Salmon  in  Canada.  . 

In  his  chapter  on  the  "  History  and  Habits  cf 
Salmon "  Mr.  Sage  points  out  that  he  has  never 
seen  a  grilse  in  Canada  of  above  six  pounds.  He 
says  it  is  certainly  a  mistake  to  suppose  "  the  male 
grilse  is  sexually  mature,  but  not  the  female  in 
America."  Dr.  Day  makes  this  statement  in  his 
"  British  and  Irish  Salmonidse,"  quoting  from  the 
American  authority,  Professor  Brown  Gcode.  Mr. 
Sage  says  "  female  grilse  are  knovm  to  breed  in 
some  Canadian  rivers.  The  present  owner  of  the 
Godbout  salmon  river,  Mr.  Manuel,  is  my  authority 
for  stating  that  on  this  river  grilse  are  frequently 
taken  with  ova  quite  as  fully  developed  as  those  of 
salmon  at  the  same  time.  On  the  Restigouehe, 
where  I  have  fished  for  nearly  thirty  years,  I  have 
never  seen  or  heard  of  a  female  grilse,  and  I  believe 
that  no  members  cf  the  fair  sex  ascend  that  river 
until  they  become  salmon.  John  Mowat,  the  former 
head  guardian  of  the  Restigouehe,  and  an  observant 
and  intelligent  man,  told  me  the  second  time  I  was 
on  the  river  that  no  female  grilse  ascended,  and  for 
many  years  /  had  every  one  examined  that  was 
caught,  without  finding  a  single  female.  The  same 
I  was  told  by  an  old  half-breed  canoeman  of  the 
Nepisiguit  river  is  also  true  cf  that  river,  in  which 
grilse  come  up  with  the  first  run  of  salmon,  and  are 
very  much  more  abundant  than  on  the  Restigouehe, 
where  they  do  not  begin  to  run  until  July,  and  are 
never  plentiful  then."  The  italics  are  mine  ;  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Sage  had  every  grilse  examined  proves 
that  he  took  a  keen  intcrcbt  in  the  natural  history 
of  the  salmon.  I  remember  his  telling  me  of  this 
observation  of  his  and  others  long  before  this  book 
was  puVjlished,  and  I  wish  I  had  space  to  refer  to 
more  of  them.  For  instance,  he  mentions  that  he 
had  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  salmon 
will  occasionally  forsake  their  own  river  and  go  up 
another  for  one  year.  He  mentions  that  for  several 
years  of  his  earlier  acquaintance  with  the  Resti- 
gouehe river  the  salmon  of  the  earlier  runs  were 
■  driven  ofi  by  white  porpoises,  and  "  undoubtedly 
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went  to  rivers  on  the  other  side  of  the  Bay."  He 
saw  a  salmon  take  a  large  black  and  yellow  butterfly, 
and  tried  for  him  with  a  live  fly,  but  without  effect, 
but  telling  a  friend  who  was  to  fish  the  pool  later  in 
the  day,  the  friend  tried  a  live  butterfly  over  the 
salmon  and  killed  it.  On  p.  33,  Mr.  Sage  quotes 
from  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  2,  1893,  Mr.  E. 
Sturdy 's  table  for  estimating  weights  cf  salmon  by 
their  length  in  inches,  and  found  it  did  not  answer 
in  the  case  of  a  fish  of  43in.  which  weighed  41  Jib.  ; 
he  admits  that  "she  was  so  short  and  thick  that  her 
great  weight  for  her  length  could  not  be  taken  as 
affording  a  guide  to  estimate  the  weights  ef  other 
fish."  Of  course  not,  an  ordinary  43-inch  salmon 
would  be  nearer  341b. 

Salmon  Culture  in  the  Hudson. 

I  have  been  anxiously  looking  out  for  any  prooj 
of  the  utility  of  planting  young  salmon.  What 
docs  Forest  and  Stream's  correspondent,  "  The  Old 
Angler,"  say  to  this,  which  I  find  en  pages  38  and 
39  of  Mr.  Sage's  work  on  "  Salmon  and  Trout "  ? 
(I  have  no  doubt  that  I  also  gave  it  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  time  in  the  early  eighties.)  "The 
Hudson,  as  to  which  there  is  some  doubt  of  its 
having  been  a  salmon  river — though  it  has  certainly 
in  its  upper  waters  every  requisite  fcr  one — wss 
stocked  with  fry  in  1882  ;  but  it  was  not  until 
188(5,  four  years  after,  that  adult  fish  were  seen  in 
the  river,  and  those  which  were  taken  at  the  Troy 
Dam,  illegally,  of  course,  were  from  101b.  to  Kilb.  in 
weight.  In  one  year,  according  to  the  late  Mr.  A. 
Nelson  Cheney,  State  Fish  Culturist,  over  three 
hundred  fish  from  101b.  to  381b.  each  were  taken 
in  nets  in  the  lower  Hudson,  every  one  contrary  to 
law."  Mr.  Sage  goes  on  to  say  that  fishways  were 
built,  but  utterly  inadequate,  and  as  no  check  was 
put  on  the  poaching  the  fish  were  soon  exterminated. 
But  what  I  want  to  know  is,  were  there  no  salmon 
at  all  in  the  Hudson  before  the  fry  were  put  in  in 
1882  '?  If  there  were  not,  and  if  so  many  fine  fish 
were  afterwards  taken,  what  better  proof  of  the 
success  of  salmon  culture  can  be  wanted.  What 
does  "  The  Old  Angler  "  say  ? 

A  Bit  of  good  Mixed  Fishing  near  London. 

Will  those  who  have  not  heard  from  me,  in  reply 
to  their  inquiries  for  particulars,  kindly  note  that 
they  will  do  so  later  on  if  there  are  any  vacancies. 


A  River  Keeper  Wanted. 

A  friend  called  the  other  day  to  ask  me  if  I 'knew 
of  a  river  keeper  ueed  to  a  trout  fishery  wanting  a 
place — one  who  can  keep  down  the  pike  and  knows 
his  work  well ;  must  be  a  single  man.  It  is  for  a 
private  trout  water  in  one  pf  the  Home  Counties. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


A  NIGHT  WATCH. 


The  close  of  an  August  day.  Since  early  morning 
riveiside  dwellers  had  been  suffering  a  martyrdom 
of  heat  that  the  ante-breakfast  sivim  had  only 
temporarily  mitigated.  Now,  as  the  shadows 
lengthened  and  the  temperature  decreased,  I  took 
my  way  to  a  well-known  swim  where  at  the  bottom 
of  12ft.  or  14ft.  of  water  the  big  bream  most  did 
congregate.  I  say  "  congregate  "  advisedly,  for  I 
allude  to  the  swim  off  the  Willow  Tea  Gardens 
between  Kingston  and  Teddington,  which  Bert 
Wells,  proprietor  of  the  gardens  and  professional 
fisherman,  keeps  well  baited  throughout  the  season 
for  his  customers.  Such  a  night  as  this  promises 
to  be  exceptionally  favourable  for  us.  Moonless 
and  still,  with  a  calm  atmosphere,  it  will  bring 
the  big  ones  on  the  feed  if  anything  will. 
Night  is  the  only  time  they  do  feed  to  any 
extent,  as  the  swim  has  often  been  tried  in  the  day 
with  but  sr-ant  success.  Wells  is  lucky  to  be  able 
to  retain  t'  e  control  of  this  swim  in  his  hands,  as, 
punt  fishing  not  being  allowed  at  night,  it  can  only 
be  reached  from  his  own  grounds. 

As,  in  company  with  my  friend  W.,  I  trudge 
along  the  river  bank  on  my  way  to  the  sport,  we 
find  plenty  of  other  anglers  imbued  with  the  same 
ideas  as  ourselves.  The  well-known  eddy  by  the 
Canbury  Gardens  bristles  with  rods  in  action,  other 
anglers,  who  mean  to  make  a  night  of  it,  are 
leisurely  putting  their  tackle  together,  as  the  boating 
traffic  is  still  too  great  for  them  to  fish  in  comfort. 
It  is  yet  too  early  for  them  to  light  up,  but  in  an 
hour's  time  a  row  of  lamps  and  candles  will  give 
the  bank  the  appearance)  of  the  footlights  of  a 
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theatre.  Various  are  the  contrivances  for  irradiating 
tackle,  and  enabling  hooks  to  be  baited.  The 
favourite  method  appears  to  be  an  ordinary  paper 
bag,  stuck  upright  on  the  edge  of  the  bank  by 
placing  a  handful  or  two  of  gravel  or  fand  in  the 
bottom.  In  this  a  short  candle  is  placed,  and  the 
apparatus  answers  very  well  on  a  calm  night.  If. 
however,  a  breeze  should  happen  to  spring  up  a 
conflagration  is  the  usual  result.  Most  of  the 
Canbury  Garden  anglers  are  trying  for  bream, 
roach,  or  barbel,  but  lower  down  others  are  seeking 
more  isolated  pitches  in  quest  of  eels,  which  fre- 
quently run  to  a  large  size  here. 

At  length  we  arrive  opposite  our  dfstination, 
and  a  hail  brings  Bert  across  in  the  dinghy  to  ferry 
us  over.  He,  like  ourselve8,~considcrj  the  prospects 
highly  promising,  and  he  has  ready  a  pailful  of 
bread  and  bran,  liberally  "salted"  with  gentles, 
for  our  ground-bait.  Liaht,  pliable  cane  rods,  4Jin. 
Nottingham  winches  holding  fifty  or  more  yards 
of  thinnest  running  line,  terminate  in  a  leger  of 
fine  gut,  with  two  No.  8  hook<i.  with  a  pistol  bullet 
for  weight.  We  do  not  hurry  in  starting  aa  we 
have  all  the  night  before  us,  and  it  is  of  little 
use  getting  out  tackle  to  have  it  smashed  up  by 
the  pole  of  a  passing  punt. 

However,  at  last  we  are  both  fixed  up.  Both 
W.  and  myself  can  get  out  a  leger  pretty  well,  but 
as  Wells  is  a  pastmaster  of  the  art,  and  space  is 
somewhat  restricted,  we  allow  him  to  cast  for  us. 
After  first  baiting  both  hooks  with  gentles,  he 
squeezes  a  knob  of  ground-bait,  about  the  size  of  a 
small  potato,  round  the  bullet.  He  then  draws  off 
about  thirteen  lengths  of  line  from  the  winch,  coil- 
ing it  neatly  on  the  ground  as  he  does  so,  and  with 
a  neat  overhead  cast,  made  apparently  without  the 
slightest  effort,  sends  out  the  line  to  its  full  extent, 
the  weight  of  the  ground-bait  materially  assisting 
in  its  flight.  As  the  bullet  reaches  the  water  he 
rapidly  draws  off  more  line,  in  order  that  it  may 
reach  the  bottom  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  spot 
where  it  f.-lls.  Laying  the  rod  down  so  that  the 
tip  projects  a  few  inches  over  the  bank,  he  winds 
the  line  up  tight  to  the  bullet,  and  pinches  a  small 
pellet  of  paste  on  to  the  line  a  few  inches  from  the 
rod  point.  This  is  a  plan  now  being  generally 
adopted  by  Thames  leger  fishermen,  and  forms  a 
much  more  effective  indicator  of  a  bite  than  the 
movement  of  the  rod  top.  The  lighting  arrange- 
ment consists  of  candles  stuck  in  biscuit  tins, 
which  serves  the  double  purpose  of  clearly  showing 
a  bite  and  screening  the  eyes  from  the  glare. 

Seated  comfortably  in  garden  chairs,  with  pipes 
in  full  blast,  we  await  developments,  entertained 
meanwhile  by  music's  voluptuous  swell  from  the 
open  windows  of  the  Albany  Club  opposite,  whose 
members  are  enjoying  a  social  evening.  The 
rhythmic  beat  of  a  waltz,  accompanied  by  the 
swish  of  feminine  skirts,  is  followed  by  a  song  and 
further  dances,  until  at  last  members  and  gufsta 
bring  the  evening  to  a  close  with  the  chorus  of — 

Still  we'll  meirily  r^ll  along 

Till  we  come  to  the  Barley  Mow, 

in  which  we  take  the  liberty  of  joining.  Up  to  the 
present  we  have  not  been  troubled  much  by  fish. 
An  occasional  shake  of  the  paste  tells  of  the  delicate 
attentions  of  a  small  roach,  possibly  nibbling  the 
ground-bait  only,  as  several  strikes  are  without 
result.  At  last  a  more  vigorous  pull  than  usual 
enables  me  to  hook  and  land  a  roach  of  about  \\h. 
W.  shortly  catches  another  much  better  fish,- well 
over  lib.  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  and  then  sport 
slackens  off  again.- 

We  take  advantage  of  the  fact  to  eat  a  few 
sandwiches  and  drink  the  hot  coffee  which  Wells 
has  got  ready  for  us.  By  this  time  the  most 
belated  pleasure  seekers  have  left  the  river,  and 
the  t'ces  on  the  opposite  bank  loom  through  the 
darkness,  but  as  a  blacker  blot  on  a  black  sky. 
A  pair  of  owls  flit  silently  in  and  out  of  the  willow 
trees,  from  which  the  tea  gardens  take  their  name, 
while  overhead  is  beard  the  mysterious  whistle  of  a 
curlew  or  sandpiper.  A  rat  trots  along  the  bank, 
and  pausts  by  the  end  of  a  rod  to  calculate 
whether  he  can  manage  to  reach  out  and 
steal  the  paste,  but  a  handful  of  gravel  quickly 
puts  him  to  flight.  To  avoid  drowsiness  we 
have  recourse  to  conversation,  which,  as  one 
subject  succeeds  another,  ranges  from  trans- 
cendentalisms to  tiddlers.  I  am  just  in  the  midet 
of  an  accountof  a  youthful  misadventure  in  pursuit 
of  the  latter,  when— What's  that  ?  Surely  I  saw 
a  movement  of  the  paste  on  my  line.  I  stop 
abruptly,  stoop  down  and  take  hold  of  my  rod.  I 
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watch  the  little  white  knob  until  my  eyes  ache,  and 
am  just  about  to  lay  down  my  rod  again  when  I 
discern  another  movement,  followed  by  a  slackening 
of  the  line.  I  bring  the  rod  back  over  my  head  in 
a  long  sweep,  and  find  by  the  resistance  I  am  fast 
in  a  good  fish.  I  steadily  wind  him  in,  doing  my 
best  to  keep  him  clear  of  W.'s  line  in  the  darkness, 
and  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  broad  side 
of  a  31b.  bream  flash  in  the  rays  of  our  candles. 
Hither  and  thither  he  dashes,  alarmed  at  the  glare, 
but  the  net  is  soon  underhim,  and  he  is  unhooked  and 
thrown  behind  on  the  lawn  to  await  the  company  of 
a  few  of  his  companions.  He  has  not  long  to  wait, 
for  before  my  line  is  baited  and  cast  out  again.  W. 
has  hooked  a  similar  one.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
in  the  words  of  an  old  Thames  fisherman,  "brim  is 
hon,'"  for  no  sooner  has  a  bait  reached  the  bottom 
than  a  gentle  shake,  followed  by  either  a  steady 
draw  or  a  slackening  of  the  line,  indicates  a  feeding 
fish.  Not  by  any  means  all  that  bite  are  hooked, 
however,  for  with  a  long  line  stretched  across  the 
stream  it  is  often  impossible  to  rightly  calculate 
the  psychological  moment,  and  many  a  fish  is 
missed  by  either  striking  too  soon  or  too  late. 


WEST  HAMPSTEAD  FISHING 
SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Arthur  F.  Phillips  sends  us  a  photo  taken 
recently  of  the  West  Hampstead  Fi.shing  Society  at 
their  newly-acquired  fishery  at  Rickmansworth. 

The  club,  which  was  formed  only  a  year  or  so 
ago,  has  made  very  rapid  strides,  but  the  difficulty 
of  securing  a  private  stretch  of  water  near  London 
prevented  its  expansion  somewhat.  However,  they 
have  recently  been  fortunate  in  securing  a  small 
stretch  of  a  Colne  tributary,  which,  though  only 
rented  about  a  month  ago,  has  shown  remarkable 
results.  Many  roach  have  been  taken  over  lib., 
and  one  of  lib.  9oz.,  and  numerous  dace  of  between 
lOoz.  and  14oz.  The  latter  are  remarkable  for  their 
size,  inasmuch  as  the  average  weight  in  this  water 
is  8oz.  The  water  also  contains  large  chub,  a  few 
trout,  and  jack,  alas  !  too  numerous.  In  the  photo 
may  be  noticed  a  trophy.  This  is  the  South  of 
England  Championship  Shield,  of  which  they  were 
the  holders  (1904  competition). 

From  the  rules  the_  following  extract.5  will  show 


MORE  JOTTINGS. 


Doubles. 

The  exact  method  of  tying  the  doubles  so  fre- 
quently praised  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  has,  so  far  as  is 
known  to  me,  never  been  set  down  in  print,  and  as 
these  patterns  seem  likely  to  increase  in  usefulness 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  describe  the  methods  of 
dressing  them. 

If  the  double  is  to  be  hackled  only  the  method 
differs  slightly  from  that  pursued  if  the  fly  is  to  be 
winged.  First  place  in  your  vice  in  the  ordinary 
way  a  round  bend  hook  size  0  or  00  blue  or  brown, 
then  whip  two  or  three  turns  of  waxed  silk  of  the 
appropriate  colour  round  it  near  the  tail  of  the  fly, 
then  pass  the  end  of  gut  under  the  shank,  secure  it 
by  the  next  turn  and  whip  firmly  to  the  tip  of  the 
shank.  Then  place  another  hook  of  the  same  size 
and  shape  alongside  of  the  first  either  on  the  near 
or  the  far  side  and  whip  firmly  over  the  tip  of  the 
shank  and  down  to  and  beyond  the  beginning  of  the 
silk  in  the  original  hook.  Then  make  a  half  hitch 
and  tie  down  the  fibres  intended  for  whisks  on  the 
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A  greyer  tint  in  the  shadows  opposite,  and  a 
catspaw  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  betokens  the 
coming  dawn. 

The  first  sweet  pipe  of  half-awakened  birds 

sounds  from  the  bushes  and  trees  around,  soon 
succeeded  by  the '"cock's  shtill  clarion"  and  the 
song  of  the  lark.  As  the  light  increases  the  bites 
become  fewer,  but  until  the  sun  is  fairly  above  the 
hor  zon  ne  ther  of  us  can  take  our  eyes  off  our 
tackle  without  missing  a  chance  of  catching  a  fish. 

Altogether  our  bag  compr'ses  about  twenty 
bream,  ranging  from  31  b.  to  l^lb.,  with  one  extra 
fine  one  of  4^1b.,  i)e8ide3  two  roach  of  over  lib. 
each.  Several  small  fish  were  returned,  but  those 
we  retained  were  quite  sufficient  to  make  both  our 
arms  and  backs  ache  before  we  got  them  home. 
As  we  pass  the  other  night  anglers  we  see,  proudly 
displayed  beside  their  boxes,  twos  and  threes  of  good 
bream,  fit  companions  of  those  which  fill  our  bags. 

The  excitement  of  the  sport  had  kept  us  from 
feeling  sleepy,  but  now  that  that  was  relaxed  we 
felt  that  we  had  earned  our  repose,  and  were  both 
g  ad  enough  to  steal  home  for  a  few  hours'  .sleep. 

Lobworm. 


The  Christmas  number  of  the  Shooting  Times 
is  to  hand  (price  6d. ),  edited  by  A.  C.  Bonsall. 
A  notice  of  this  excellont  number  will ,  appear 
next  week. 


thit  the  sizes  of  retainable  fish  are  commendably 
high  : — Chub,  14in.  ;  trout,  carp,  and  tench,  12in.  ; 
perch  and  roach,  lOin.  ;  and  dace,  9in.  The 
minimum  lengths  for  other  fish  (excepting  pike  and 
pope)  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Anglers' 
Association.  There  will  be  no  minimum  in  respect 
to  pike  and  pope.  All  fish  under  these  dimensiona 
must  be  returned  to  the  water  (except  such  as  are 
required  for  bait). 

Fence  Months. — For  trout:  from  Sept.  11  till 
March  31  (both  inclusive).  For  perch  :  from  March 
1  till  July  31  (both  inclusive).  For  other  fish  :  from 
March  15  till  June  15  (both  inclusive). 

Gorge  Tackle  and  Night  Fishing  are  strictly  pro- 
hibited, and  not  more  than  two  rods  are  to  be  used 
at  one  time,  only  one  of  which  may  be  baited  with 
live  or  artificial  bait  for  perch  or  pike. 

This  newly-formed  society  evidently  has  a  good 
future  in  store,  and  we  wish  it  every  success. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESEEVA- 
TION  SOCIETY. 


A  COMMITTEE  meeting  will  be  held  at  St.  Bride's 
Institute  (board  room  on  the  first  floor),  Bride-lane 
(near  Ludgate-clrcus),  on  Tuesday  next,  Nov.  29, 
at  five  o'clock,'        {Ienry  Whitmore  Higgins, 

Hon.  Sec. 


top  of  the  hooks,  bind  in  the  ribbing  (if  any),'"ro]l 
the  dubbing  on  the  tying  silk,  wind  on  the  dubbing 
to  the  shoulder  and  take  one  half  hitch  and  wind 
and  secure  the  ribbing,  if  any.  Then  take  your 
hackle,  and  binding  it  down  with  the  stump  of  the, 
hackle  pointing  over  the  tail  cf  the  fly,  wind  the 
hackle  on  its  edge  for  two,  three,  or  more  successive 
turns,  whip  down  the  end  with  two  turns  of  silk, 
break  off  the  waste  end  of  the  hackle,  and  finish 
behind  the  hackle  with  a  whip  finish. 

To  tie  a  winged  fly  one  commences  at  the  other 
end  but  not  exactly  at  the  point  of  the  shank,  whips 
to  the  tail  end,  tying  in  the  gut  in  the  ordinary  way 
in  the  process  ;  then,  after  tying  in  whisks  and 
ribbing  (if  any),  one  whips  again  right  up  to  the 
head  of  the  shank,  finishing  the  last  three  turns 
with  a  whip  finish,  but  not  breaking  ofi  the  silk. 
Now  take  ths  slips  of  feather  intended  for  wings, 
double  them,  smooth  them  out.  double  them  again 
and  smooth  them  out,  leaving  the  shiny  underside 
outwards.  Lay  the  wing  material  pointing  over 
the  head  and  bind  do-wn  with  two  turns  and  bring 
the  silk  in  front  over  the  head.  Whip  round  the 
head  once,  divide  the  wings  with  the  dubbing 
needle,  pasi  the  silk  through  and  round  the  rest  of 
the  wings.  Cut  ofit  the  waste  ends  closeh'  with  the 
scissors,  whip  closely  over  the  stumps,  wind,  and 
secure  the  ribbing,  tie  in  and  wind  the  hackle  and 
secure  it  as  before,  finishing  with  a  whip  finish 
behind  hackle  and  wings. 


382 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  26,  1904 


In  tying  one  should  be  careful  to  adjust  the 
hooks  so  that  they  are  quite  parallel  one  with  the 
other.  If  dubbing  be  required  an  extra  slip  of 
waxed  silk  must  be  tied  in  at  the  tail  when  the 
whisk  is  set  in,  so  as  to  provide  the  base  to  spin 
the  dubbing  on.  If  dubbing  is  used  it  slumld  be 
picked  out  at  the  shoulder  so  as  to  co\ci  the  final 
whip  finish.  In  each  case  this  can  be  made  secure 
by  first  dipping  the  tip  of  the  dubbing  needle  in 
varnish  or  "  Aquaglue"  and  inserting  the  point  in  the 
loop  of  the  tying  silk  in  drawing  the  whip  finish 
tight.  The  varnish  or  glue  is  thus  brought  up  into 
and  incorporated  with  the  finish. 

Daargers. 

Although  there  are  to  be  found  in  this  country 
some  200  varieties  of  Sedge  Flies,  yet  they  are  for 
the  most  part  night  flies,  and  seldom  show  on  the 
water  during  the  day.  Things  are  much  the  same 
in  Norway,  though  one  finds  in  July  a  good-sized 
green-bodied  Sedge  upon  the  lakes  during  the  day, 
which  is  really  imitated  by  a  green-bodied  March 
Brown.  In  Germany  one  often  finds  Sedges 
swarming  on  the  watexside  from  6  a.m.  till  dusk, 
so  that  a  variety  of  Artful  and  other  dodgers  is  to 
be  recommended. 

Judging  from  Pictet's  work,  the  Browns  or  Stone 
Flies  are  exceedingly  numerous  in  Switzerland  of 
all  sizes,  from  the  smallest  needle  brown  through  a 
variety  of  Yellow  Sallies  to  the  biggest  and  clumsiest 
of  Stone  Flies,  but  on  the  German  waters  known 
to  me  only  the  Willow  Fly — a  size  or  two  larger 
than  that  so  common  on  North  Country  streams  in 
September — has  been  frequent.  That,  however,  on 
its  day,  and  dressed  like  a  spent  gnat  with  four  wings 
outspread  upon  the  water,  has  proved  as  fatal  as 
the  May  Fly.  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran  has  the  pattern, 
but  it  should  be  dressed  smaller  and  slighter  for 
this  country. 

The  Summer  Brown. 
In  the  last  year  or  two  Mr.  E.  S.  Austin,  of  19, 
Gold-street,  Tiverton,  to  whose  genius  we  are 
indebted  for  the  evolution  of  Tup's  Indispensable, 
has  invented  a  pattern  which  he  calls  the  Summer 
Brown,  which  equally  for  trout  and  grayling  he 
claims  to  be  the  most  fatal  pattern  he  ever  dressed. 
It  is  one  of  the  small  Browns  or  Stone  Flies,  and  by 
an  ingenious  combination  of  feathers,  he  suggests 
most  cleverly  the  horny,  brown  reticulated  wings  of 
this  type-  of  fly.  The  dressing  is  a  simple  one,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  give  it. 

The  Sandy  Curse. 

Some  years  back  he  put  me  on  to  a  fly  which  got 
me  even  with  the  trout  at  a  time  (July  or  early 
August)  when  they  were  beating  me  hopelessly. 
They  were  smutting  at  some  tiny  indefinite  insect 
which  was  not  even  black.  You  may  see  it  in 
swarms  in  spiders'  webs  on  river  hedges  in  its  season. 
Unfortunately,  the  hook  on  which  it  has  to  be 
imitated,  a  short  000.  is  not  the  best  for  taking  a 
good  hold,  and  many  fish  are  lost.  Mr.  Austin  calls 
it  the  Golden  Midge.  It  is  a  midge,  but  it  differs 
toto  ccelo  from  Ronald's  Golden  Dun  Midge. 

Mr.  Austin  has  a  most  interesting  book  of  patterns 
of  Devonshire  trout  flies,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
he  will  some  day  be  induced  to  give  it  to  the  world. 

Val  Conson. 


A  NOVEMBER  AFTERNOON  WITH 
THE  WENSUM  ROACH. 

The  long-looked-for  rain  had  come  at  last,  and 
in  sufficient  quantity  to  impart  a  little  colour  to 
the  water  in  this  lovely  little  river  which  had  for 
weeks  past  been  running  as  clear  as  crystal,  and  if 
ever  a  day  looked  a  likely  one  for  finding  roach  on 
the  feed,  the  10th  day  of  November  did  —  a  soft 
westerly  breeze  blowing  and  the  air  as  balmy  as 
June.  It  does  not  take  long  for  the  enthusiast  on 
a  day  like  this  to  lind  some  excuse  for  getting  away 
from  business  for  an  hour  or  two — needless  to  say, 
I  soon  found  it,  and  by  shortly  after  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  was  speeding  away  out  of  Norwich 
on  that  best  of  angler's  friends,  the  bicycle. 

The  four  or  five  miles  to  my  destination  wore  soon 
covered,  for  one  cannot  afford  to  linger  on  the  road 
in  the  short  days  of  November,  and  the  lover  of 
the  beauties  of  nature  must  content  himself  with 
but  swift  glances  at  the  exquisite  pictures  formed 
by  the  late  autumnal  foliage  which  still  clothed  the 
oaks  and  hazels  in  many-tinted  robes  of  rueset  and 
gold,  set  in  pleasing  relief  by  the  background  of 
sombre -hued  firs. 


The  valley  of  the  Wensum,  as  I  walked  across 
the  meadow  leading  down  to  the  river,  presented 
as  picturesque  a  scone  as  an  artist  could  wish  to 
depict,  surrounded  by  woods  and  hills  stretching 
away  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  here,  in  the 
solitude  of  the  country,  the  silence  only  broken  by 
the  cheery  song  of  a  ploughman  in  an  adjacent 
field,  one  felt  that  it  was  good  to  bp  an  angler. 

Having  reached  the  river,  my  first  step  is  to  enter- 
tain the  roach  with  a  light  repast  which  I  have 
thoughtfully  provided  for  them,  with  a  polite  invita- 
tion to  stay  and  entertain  me  afterwards. 

The  first  course  consists  of  small  lumps  of  broad 
and  bran  well  kneaded,  and  not  too  much  of  it, 
for  there  is  more  to  follow.  The  current  here  is 
not  strong  and  will  permit  of  the  very  lightest 
tackle  being  used,  so,  having  fitted  my  finest  line 
with  a  small  quill  carrying  but  three  shot,  it  is 
time  to  introduce  the  second  course,  which  I  do 
not  propose  this  tin)e  to  throw  in,  but  to  hand  very 
gently  down,  impaled  on  a  No.  10  round  bend. 
The  weeds  which  have  been  such  a  trouble  to  the 
angler  during  the  summer  months  have  now  died 
down,  and  I  find  that  I  can  fish  in  a  good  five  feet 
of  water. 

Now  for  the  bait.   I  suppose  there  would  be  but 
few  anglers  who  pin  their  faith  to  one  bait,  so  far 
as  to  provide  themselves  with  that  bait  and  no 
other ;  I  am  one  of  that  few,  for  I  find  that  on  this 
river,  at  least,  if  roach  will  not  take  my  pet  bait, 
namely,  small,   very  small,  cubes   of  breadcrust 
slightly  soaked,  it  is  next  to  useless  to  try  and 
tempt  them  with  any  other.    Seating  myself  behind 
a  clump  of  reeds,  so  as  to  be  ouf  of  sight  of  my 
intended  i)rey,  I  now  proceed  to  cast  my  bread 
upon  the  waters.    Down  goes  the  float  the  very 
first  swim,  not  a  faint-hearted  bite  either,  but  a 
steady,  businesslike  bite,  which  generally  betokens 
a  good  fish,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  of  landing, 
after  quite  a  fierce  struggle,  a  beautiful  plump  roach 
of  quite  a  pound.    This  augurs  well,  methinks,  for 
a  good  basket,  and  I  think  rightly,  for  the  first 
half-dozen  swims  result  in  the  capture  of  four  good 
roach,  all  over  half  a  pound  and  in  the  pink  of 
condition,  and  the  sport  continues  fast  and  furious — 
for  the  first  half  hour  hardly  a  swim  down  without 
getting  a  fish — and  then  to  my  vexation  I  am 
honoured  with  a  visit  from  Mv.  and  Mrs.  Swan 
proudly  escorting  their  son  and  heir,  who  will  not 
take  the  hint  that  they  are  unwelcome,  but  must 
needs  stop  opposite  me  and  watch  the  proceedings. 
I  always  find  that  the  presence  of  swans  has  the 
effect  of  scaring  away  the  roach,  and  for  ten  minutes 
I  do  not  get  a  bite ;  by  that  time,  however,  having 
satisfied  their  curiosity,  the  graceful  birds  proceed 
on  their  way  up  the  stream  with  as  much  dignity  as 
a  Lord  Mayor's  procession.    I  endeavour  to  attract 
the  scattered  roach  with  a  further  sprinkling  of 
pellets  of  bread  and  bran.    They  are  not  long  in 
coming  back,  for  I  soon  strike  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  my  best  fish  so  far — a  real  fighter  this  time. 
Backwards  and  forwards  across  the  stream  he  goes, 
bending  my  light  rod  almost  double,  when,  after  a 
last  vain  rush  for  the  shelter  of  the  :-eeds,  he  turns 
on  his  side,  and  is  soon  in  the  landing-net.  What 
a  beauty  he  looks  as  he  lies  on  the  grass,  a  shimmer 
of  bronze  and  gold,  and  not  an  ounce  under  a  pound 
and  a  half !   The  commotion  he  has  made  seems  to 
have  startled  the  waterhens,  for  they  burst  forth 
into  a  chorus  of  discordant  chatter  on  all  sides  of 
me,  and  at  the  same  moment  a  pair  of  kingfishers 
dart  across  the  stream,  their  beautiful  plumage 
sparkling  like  diamonds  in  the  rays  of  the  sun. 
They  are  soon  back  again,  each  of  them  splashing 
into  the  water  as  it  crosses,  to  pick  up  a  fish  which 
its  keen  eye  has  detected  near  the  surface.    I  could 
not  in  my  heart  bring  myself  to  reproach  such  hand- 
some marauders,  for  surely  the  brief  vision  of  fairy- 
like  beauty  they  give  us  more  than  compensates 
for  the  loss  of  a  few  fry.    My  big  roach  is  followed 
in  quick  succession  by  others,  all  of  good  size,  for  they 
seem  unable  to  resist  the  temptation  of  my  carefully- 
prepared  breadcrust,  and  before  very  long  I  find 
that  I  have  caught  about  as  many  as  my  creel  will 
hold.    The  all  too  short  afternoon  begins  to  turn 
cold,  and  the  cawing  overhead  of  a  flock  of  rooks 
winging  their  way  homewardi,  reminds  me  that  I 
have  not  much  daylight  left  in  which  to  fish. 
Rather  than  kill  more  fish  than  I  can  take  home, 
I  think  it  best  to  fill  my  creel  with  the  heap  of 
roach  behind  me  in  order  "to  find  if  there  is  room  for 
any  more,  and  I  find  as  I  anticipate,  that  my  creel, 
capacious  as  it  is,  is  about  level  full.    Now  for  one 
last  effort.    I  have  taken  several  over  a  pound, 
and  one  whi'^h  T  feel  sure  will  go  a  pound  and  a  half. 


Still,  I  thirst  for  more — thei'e  are  plenty  of  bigger  roach 
in  this  part  of  the  river,  and  I  should  like  to  have 
one  real  specimen  to  top  up  my  basket.  It  is  now 
the  time  for  the  big  ones  to  feed,  and  after  pulling 
out  and  returning  one  or  two  small  roach  of  about 
a  quarter  of  a  pound  (the  only  small  ones  I  have 
taken  during  the  afternoon),  1  get  a  bite  which  I 
feel  instinctively  could  only  proceed  from  one  of 
the  big  fellows  I  am  longing  for,  and  sure  enough,  I 
feel  as  I  strike  that  I  am  into  a  fish  that  will  need 
very  careful  playing  on  my  gossamer  tackle.  Down 
he  goes,  across  the  stream,  keeping  hard  to  the 
bottom,  and  it  is  not  until  after  two  minutes' 
exciting  sport  that  he  tires  sufficiently  to  allow  mc 
to  land  him.  He  is  the  champion  fish  of  the  day. 
and  looks  as  if  he  might  go  a  pound  and  three- 
quarters.  The  gloom  has  now  deepened  enough  to 
make  it  difficult  to  see  the  float,  and  after  having 
the  regulation  last  three  swims,  which  extend  to  at 
least  a  dozen,  I  proceed  to  pack  up  and  to  start 
on  my  homeward  journey. 

It  is  no  easy  matter  to  carry  on  a  cycle  a  creel  of 
fish  weighing  close  on  two  stone,  but  a  light  heart- 
makes  the  work  light,  and  I  arrive  home  again  in 
time  for  six  o'clock  tea.  First,  however,  to  weigh 
the  catch.  I  find  that  I  have  thirty-four  roach, 
weighing  altogether  just  over  twenty-two  pounds, 
including  one  of  a  pound  and  three-quarters,  one  of 
a  pound  and  nine  ounces,  and  about  half  a  dozen 
others  from  a  pound  upwards.  My  two-pounder  has 
yet  to  come,  but  I  am  living  in  hopes — I  know  he  is 
there — and  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  I 
shall  see  him  snugly  ensconced  in  a  glass  case 
alongside  of  my  7lb.  13oz.  bream  from  the  same 
beloved  Wensum.  H.  J.  K. 


THAMES  WINTER  FISHING. 

At  the  conclusion  of  my  notes  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  5  I  briefly  described  the  fishing 
at  and  about  Windsor,  and  I  may  say  "  right  here," 
to  use  an  Americanism,  that  it  is  only  intended  by 
me  to  touch  lightly  upon  the  winter  fishing  to  be 
met  with  and  to  cover  the  ground  quickly,  as  the 
winter  fishing  is  now  well  on.  After  passing 
Boveney  Lock,  we  shortly  reach  good  water  for 
roaching.  Surley  Hall  is,  I  believe,  done  away 
with,  but  opposite  to  and  around  about  that  old- 
fashioned  "  pub."  was  a  favourite  pitch  for  the 
bank  angler.  It  is  only  the  extreme  novice  that 
requires  instructions  for  finding  roach  "swims  " 
from  the  bank.  To  him  I  say  examine  the  ground, 
and  where  there  is  a  well-worn  patch,  showing  signs 
of  having  been  well  trampled  down,  and  the  marks 
of  a  box  or  seat,  he  may  plumb  the  depth,  and  if  a 
nice  level  "  swim  "  and  a  hard  gravelly  bottom  be 
found,  get  to  work  for  the  roach. 

Passing  along  the  towpath,  Bray  Reach  and 
Maidenhead  are  made.  .Tack,  chub,  and  roach  are  the 
winter  fish  here,  but  the  water  higher  up  is  better. 
I  refer  to  Cookham  and  Bourne  End.  All  the  way 
to  Cookham,  and  particularly  under  Cliveden 
Woods  from  a  punt,  and  opposite  to  them  if  fishing 
tfrom  the  bank,  fine  sport  is  often  had  in  winter-time 
with  roach,  chub,  and  pike.  Many  fine  pike  have 
been  landed  here,  arid  the  chub  are  fairly  plentiful 
and  large,  being  often  taken  by  the  bank  angler, 
although  he  is  handicapped  by  having  no  boughs  on 
his  side — the  towpath.  About  a  mile  higher 
up  Bourne  End  is  reached.  The  old  mill  here 
used  to  be  a  certain  find  for  roach,  and  likewise  all 
the  towpath  side  in  suitable  "  swims  "  right  up  to 
Marlow,  while  pike,  perch,  and  chub  will  be  met 
with  nowadays  in  very  fair  quantity.  Of  late  years, 
owing  to  the  new  weirs,  the  Bourne  End  waters  have 
greatly  changed ;  the  channel  at  the  island  at  the 
commencement  of  Quarry  Woods,  which  used  to  be 
a  very  swift  stream,  and  good  for  barbel,  dace,  chub, 
and  trout,  now  runs  in  very  quiet  fashion.  Some 
big  bream,  however,  now  inhabit  the  Bourne  End 
reach,  particularly  in  the  deeps  from  Spade  Oak 
Ferry  upwards,  and  these  are  often  captured  in  the 
winter.  Round  the  island,  or,  rather,  the  two  small 
eyots,  will  be  found  likely  spots  for  jack,  and  chub 
under  the  boughs  fringing  Quarry  Woods.  Great 
Marlow,  three  miles  above  Bourne  End,  is  now 
reached.  What  a  rendezvous  for  the  pike  fisher  in 
the  old  days!  and  I  can  see  no  reason  that  its 
waters  should  not  contain  monsters  now.  I  think  it 
is  that  the  present  race  of  pike  anglers  rarely 
paternoster  the  deep  waters,  but  either  "  swim  "  a 
snap  bait  or  spin  a  spoon  or  artificial  bait  in  mid- 
water,  or  near  the  surface.  The  bottom*  will  find 
the  big  fish.    We  now  get  above  the  lock  at  Marlo-w. 
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pass  under  the  bridge.  Right  away  for  another  three 
miles  are  roach  "  swims,"  and  likely  spots,  by  rush 
beds,  etc.,  for  jack  will  be  found.  After  passing  two 
beautiful  waterfalls,  which  greatly  add  to  the  beauty 
of  the  grand  and  picturesque  scene  around  and  about 
Bisham,  the  end  of  the  tovrpath  is  reached,  and  here 
the  ferry  must  be  taken,  and  nice,  fishy  water  is 
encountered  right  away  to  Hurley.  The  "flats"  here 
are  famous  for  big  catches  of  roach  in  the  winter, 
fishing  as  far  out  as  possible,  and  in  the  openings 
between  the  weed  beds.  The  fishing  is  from  now  till 
the  closing  day  well  worth  the  four  miles'  walk  from 
Marlow,  but  in  summer  is  disappointing  in  the 
extreme,  there  being  a  mass  of  weed  beds  hereabouts. 

The  next  favourite  fishing  resorts  are  Shiplake  and 
Henley.  Shiplake  abounds  in  good  roach  "  swims," 
and,  besides  quantity,  the  fish  run  to  a  good  size.  In 
the  quiet  lay-byes  by  the  mill,  particularly  after  a 
good  push  of  water,  are  rare  places  for  jack,  but  they 
are  soon  cleared  out,  as  several  of  the  local  profes- 
sional fishermen  without  customers,  give  them  no 
rest  at  such  times.  It  is  not  right  for  them  to  spoil 
the  sport  in  this  fashion,  but  who  is  to  prevent  it  ? 
At  Henley,  and  all  the  way  along  to  Hambledon  Lock, 
very  fine  roach  fishing  is  to  be  had  either  from  bank 
or  punt.  Big  catches  are  also  made  around  Regatta 
Island,  which  is  distinguished  by  the  little  domed 
house,  and  again  opposite  Mr.  Smith's  mansion, 
■■  Greenlands.".  We  are,  however,  going  down 
stream.  Sonning  is  a  favourite  place  with  many 
anglers,  particularly  for  roach  fishing ;  and  higher 
still,  at  Reading  and  Caversham,  one  and  the  same 
water,  but  on  difterent  sides  of  the  river,  fine  all- 
round  winter  fishing  will  reward  the  visitor.  Good 
pike  abound,  and  the  roach  and  chub  run  up  to 
large  size.  A  few  more  notes  would  fin  sh  the 
journey  to  Abingdon,  and  these  may  appear  in  an 
early  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  J.  D. 


CONCEENING  FLOATS. 

SixcE  the  Editor's  request  for  floats,  they  have 
been  sent  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  of  every 
conceivable  shape,  size,  and  colour,  and  we  can 
imagine  what  a  fearful  hubbub  there  would  be  if 
all  these  floats  could  speak  and  uphold  their  own 
special  coloiuring — lilac  at  apple  green,  mellow  at 
maroon,  French  grey  at  snuff  brown,  azure  blue  at 
Indian  red,  crimson  at  black,  and  so  on.  In  looking 
over  this  lot  of  floats,  the  outcome  of  years  of  study 
and  experimenting  of  tackle  makers,  amateurs,  pro- 
fessional fishermen,  and  experts,  I  never  saw  such 
astounding  colours  on  some  of  these  "  monstrosities," 
as  a  well-known  maker  calls  them,  and  he  is  not  far 
wrong,  made  of  everything  one  can  think  of  from 
wood  to  aluminium,  the  most  pecuUar  being  the 
"  Snowflake,"  or  bulb  floats,  sent  by  Messrs.  Foster 
Bros..  Ashbourne.  The  largest  a  beautifully  shaped 
porcupine,  ll^in.  in  length,  followed  closely  by  a 
marvellously  light,  splendidly  made,  yet  strong, 
N'orfolk  reed  float  from  Mr.  Rudd,  of  Norwich,  lOf  in. 
in  length,  and  about  IJin.  round  the  barrel.  The 
largest  a  tapered  cork  for  pike  or  barbel  in  deep, 
heavy,  surging  waters,  exactly  Sin.  in  length,  and 
.3] in.  round  the  widest  part  of  the  cork,  kindly 
sent  by  Mr.  Spray,  of  Nottingham,  and  the 
smallest  a  wood  and  quill  float,  IJin.  in  length,  and 
over  an  inch  round  the  tiny  cork  (one  would  never 
think  it),  sent  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  10,  Great  Queen- 
street,  London,  and  I  must  not  forget  to  mention 
Mr.  Theaker's  series  of  quill  floats  used  in  the  Trent, 
which,  with  the  exception  of  the  red  on  the  tips  and 
the  two  black  bindings,  adhere  closely  to  nature, 
as  do  similar  floats  from  Mr.  Slater.* 

Although  "  Rothenvood "  says  in  the  Fishing 
Gazelle,  for  Nov.  9,  1895,  page  329,  "There 
are,  in  my  opinion,  many  degrees  of  difference 
in  bait  casting,  between  throwing  a  3oz.  flight 
for  pike  and  the  action  required  in  propelling 
an  inch  of  crow-quill  into  the  centre  of  a  roach 
swim  as  performed  by  '  the  Sheffield  expert," 
I  have  never  seen  this  feat  performed,  and  I 
cannot  hear  of  anyone  who  has,  so  I  conclude  that 
he  must  mean  the  ordinary  Sin.  crow-quill.  It 
appears  to  me  somewhat  remarkable  that  although 

•  I  have  received  a  rod,  reel,  and  tackle  from 
Messrs.  Wood,  of  SheffielJ,  as  iwod  by  Sheffield 
anglers,  which  I  hope  to  notice  presently.  At  the 
Piscatorial  Socioty's  supper,  the  vice-president,  Mr. 
E.  J.  Walker,  the  best  maker  and  judge  of  floats  I 
know,  gave  me  a  very  beautiful  celluloid  float.  I 
hope  he  will  t'll  us  wherry  it  is  made.  He  thinks 
highly  of  it. — Er>. 


Shakespeare,  Ben  Jonson,  Dekkar,  Massinger, 
Congreve,  Chaucer,  Spencer,  Herrick,  Quarles, 
Webster,  Sir  John  Stradling,  Bunyan,  and  many 
more  authors,  make  many  allusions  to  angling  (from 
Chaucer,  1475,  to  Congreve,  1697),  I  can  find  no 
mention  of  floats.  Good  old  Bimyan.  after  describing 
the  various  tackle  employed,  coolly  observes— 

They  must  be  grop'd  for,  and  betickled  too. 
Or  they  will  not  be  catched,  whate'er  you  do. 

All  your  readers  are,  of  course,  conversant 
with  Job's  allusion  to  a  hook  in  Chapter  XLI., 
where  he  says :  "  Canst  thou  draw  out 
leviathan  -nath  an  hook  or  his  tongue  with 
a  cord  which  thou  lettest  clown  ?"■  "  Canst  thou 
put  an  hook  into  his  nose  ?  "  But  they  may  not  all 
know  the  prophet  Isaiah's  reference  to  angling  in 
Chapter  XIX.  of  Isaiah :  "  The  fishers  also  shall 
mourn,  and  all  they  that  cast  angle  (really  hook) 
into  the  brooks  shall  lament."  All  I  contend  for  is, 
if  the  fish  in  these  brooks  were  large,  he  must  have 
had  some  means  of  giving  line  when  hooked.  IE  they 
were  small,  the  probability  is  that  he  had  a  rod  to 
cast  in  his  line,  angle,  or  hook ;  and  if  he  did  not 
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use  a  float,  struck  them  from  the  feel  and  vised  a 
light  leger.  I  cannot  find  an  earlier  notice  of  floats 
t'lan  that  in  the  "  Boke  of  St.  Albans,"  published 
by  Wynkyn-de-Worde  in  1486,  where  that  quaint 
and  remarkable  woman.  Dame  Juliana  Berners  (or 
Barnes)  says  in  her  directions  for  making  floats :  — 
"  Therme  shall  ye  make  your  flotys  in  this  wyzo. 
Take  a  fayre  corke  that  is  clene  without  many  holes, 
and  bore  it  through  wyth  a  smalle  hole  yren,  and 
putt  therin  in  a  pcnne  juste  and  streyghte.  Ever 
the  more  flote  the  gretter  penne  (that  is,  a 
quill)  and  the  gretter  hole.  Thenne  shape  it  grete 
in  the  myddis  and  smalle  at  bothe  endys  and 
specyally  sharpe  in  the  nether  ende  :  make  theym 
smotho  on  a  gryndyng  stone  or  on  a  tyle  stone." 
Anyone  on  looking  over  some  of  these  cork  floats 
might  easily  believe  that  they  were  made  after  these 
directions  given  over  five  hundred  years  ago. 

No.  1. — The  Peacock  Quill  Float,  by  an  amateur, 
for  tight-lino  fishing  for  roach,  bream,  etc.,  in  ponds, 
canals,  and  other  still  waters  from  3ft.  to  6ft.  in 
depth,  a  method  the  maker  has  used  for  some  years 
with  success.  The  gut  line  is  so  very  fine,  and  the 
2\m.  peacock  quill  so  extremely  light,  that  when 
striking  there  is  no  resistance  worth  mentioning. 


Advantage.'}  daimejl. — (1)  The  BB  shot  being 
very  near  the  hook,  a  fish  cannot  take  the  bait 
without  moving  it.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  the 
case  when  from  12in.  to  ]5in.  of  line  is  resting  on 
the  bottom.  In  the  latter  case  the  fish  can  easily 
lift  the  bait  off,  and  if  so  inclined  play  all  manner 
of  pranks,  and  swim  round  with  it  for  some  littlo 
distance  without  moving  the  shot,  and  no  doubt 
they  often  do  without  the  angler  being  any  the 
wiser. 

(2)  The  shot  being  on  the  bottom,  although  near 
the  hook,  it  is  not  noticed  by  the  fish. 

(3)  The  length  of  gut  between  the  shot  and  hook 
being  short,  there  is  no  chance  of  its  falling  on  the 
ground  in  coils  as  might  happen  with  a  longer 
length. 

(4)  The  line  being  fixed  to  the  float  for  the  lower- 
most third  of  its  length  only  by  the  upper  and  lower 
cap,  the  resistance  of  the  water  on  the  float  above 
and  below  the  point  at  which  the  line  is  fixed  to  the 
float  by  the  top  cap  is  practically  the  same  when 
striking,  as  only  the  lower  two-thirds  of  the  float  is 
in  the  water,  and  therefore  the  sharpness  of  the 
strike  is  not  affected,  and  the  float  is  not  often 
entirely  submerged,  if  one  keeps  one's  eyes  open. 

(5)  Tlie  effect  of  the  action  of  the  wind  on  the 
line  between  the  rod-tip  and  surface  of  the  water 
is  not  sho-\vn  by  the  float  to  such  a  degree  as  in 
ordinary  float  tackle,  because  about  an  inch  of  line 
directly  above  the  top  cap  on  the  float  is  under 
water ;  therefore,  when  one  strikes  the  pull  of  the 
line  is  on  the  top  cap,  and  the  float  comes  directly  out 
of  the  water,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if  the  line 
were  attached  by  the  bottom  cap  only.  And  please 
note  that  this  attachment  has  all  the  advantages  of 
the  old  top  and  bottom  attachment,  for  sharpness 
of  strike,  while  the  float  is  more  sensitive  than  if  it 
were  attached  by  the  bottom  cap,  and  it  does  not 
crack  or  fray  the  gut.  From  these  remarks  it  would 
appear  that  many  of  the  Norfolk  anglers  who  do  not 
fasten  their  floats  to  the  bottom  ring  when  fishing 
in  certain  waters  are  right. 

(6)  The  float  being  attached  as  previously 
described  is  more  sensitive,  and  in  the  event  of  a  fish 
rising  with  the  bait  it  pops  or  rises  out  of  the  water 
with  greater  ease  than  if  the  weight  of  the  line  were 
on  the  top  of  the  float. 

(7)  Depth. — To  plumb  the  depth  so  as  to  be  sure 
of  getting  the  shot  on  the  bottom,  it  is  advisable  to 
use  some  rolled  tea-lead  half  an  inch  square  and  half 
an  oimce  in  weight.  If  this  be  rolled  on  the  line 
directly  above  the  shot,  when  the  float  projects  half 
an  inch  above  water  the  depth  will  be  right.  A. 

(To  he  continued.) 


TAEPON  AND  WOODCOCK  IN 
OLD  MEXICO. 

We  left  New  York  about  Dec.  1  for  Tampico; 
Mexico,  and  after  four  days  at  sea  we  made  Nassau, 
one  of  the  Bahama  Islands  an  Enghsh  possession. 
There  are  two  very  lai'ge  hotels  there,  that  were  not 
open,  as  it  was  too  early  in  the  season.'  As  near  as  I 
could  judge  about  99  per  cent,  of  the  population 
was  negroes;  The  sea  \\'ater  there  is  noted  for  its 
clearness  and  most  beautiful  colours.  The  sea 
gardens  are  one  of  the  attractions  of  the  place ;  the 
bottom,  which  is  plauily  seen  from  the  boat,  consists 
of  a  growth  of  all  sorts,  shapes,  and  sizes  of  sea 
plants,  with  fish  swimming  around,  aU  sizes  and 
colours.  But,  alas  !  they  tell  me  there,  these  fish 
do  not  bite  ;  in  fact,  they  say  the  fish  are  so  smart 
there  that  they  can  tell  you  how  much  you  paid  for 
your  hooks. 

After  a  day's  stay  at  Nassau  we  headed  west,  for 
Mexico,  and  after  steaming  four  days  across  the  gulf, 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Panuco  River.  Entering 
we  wentupseven  miles  tothecityofTampico, landing 
at  the  new  four  miUion  dollar  Custom  House,  where, 
after  a  hurried  look  at  our  baggage,  we  went  ashore 
with  a  string  of  natives  carrying  our  baggage 
up  to  the  Plaza,  and  where  Mr.  Kulka  had  the  car- 
riage to  take  us  to  the  ranch,  about  two  miles  out 
of  the  city,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tamise  River,  a 
branch  of  the  Panuco  River. 

As  I  had  promised  the  purser  and  chief  engineer  to 
take  them  up  to  the  big  flat  the  next  clay,  duck  shoot- 
ing, I  unpacked  in  the  afternoon  and  got  out  shells 
and  gun.  I  joined  the  men  the  next  morning  at  five 
o'clock,  and  after  a  most  delightful  day.  we  got  back 
to  the  ranch  with  thirty-five  ducks — canvas-back, 
spoon-bill,  sprigtail,  bluebill,  gray  duck,  and  teal; 
Besides,  the  chief  shot  a  large  sacred  ibis,  and  wo 
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got  a  lot  of  white  ibis,  roseate  spoonbill,  curlew,  etc. 
The  chiefs  arm  was  black  from  shooting  a  borrowed 
gun,  which  he  must  have  held  loosely. 

Now,  as  far  as  ducks  ai-e  concerned,  therj  are 
always  plenty  of  them  there  each  winter,  but  Mr. 
Kulka  asked  me,  "  Do  you  hke  woodcock  shooting  ?"• 
I  said,  "  Yes,  but  there  are  no  woodcock  here."  He 
said,  "  I  will  show  you  hundreds  to-morrow."  Now 
I  had  been  going  to  Mexico  for  nearly  ten  years,  each 
winter,  and  never  saw  a  woodcock,  so,  of  course,  I 
was  sceptical.  The  next  morning  Mr.  Kulka  took 
me  to  a  marshy  place  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff,  right 
on  the  ranch,  not  200  yards  from  the  house,  and  as  I 
reached  the  edge  one  jumped  up  which  I  killed 
nicely.  On  picking  it  up  I  found  a  nice  large  wood- 
cock. I  plunged  into  the  marsh — sometimes  it  was 
over  my  knees — and  they  began  jumping  right  and 
left.  I  missed  a  great  many  more  than  I  hit.  I 
found  it  was  a  different  thing  from  shooting  ducks  ; 
I  also  found  they  had  a  habit  of  getting  a  tree 
between  myself  and  them.  After  shooting  twenty- 
five  shells  I  stopped  and  found  I  had  eight  birds.  I 
found  that  for  miles  on  the  edge  of  all  the  lagoons 
there  were  hundreds  of  woodcock,  and  the  reason  I 
had  never  seen  them  before  was  that  I  never  went 
into  the  marshes,  as  I  never  thought  of  looking  for 
them.  A  man  that  can  hit  them  every  time  could 
bag  200  in  a  day  there.  I  did  not  have  any  small 
shot  sheUs,  so  did  not  get  the  practice  I  would  have 
liked  on  them  ;  and  it  does  not  pay  to  buy  black 
powder  shells  at  Tampico.  at  %\0  a  hundred,  which  is 
%5  gold.  The  be.st  way  is  to  take  all  the  shells 
needed  with  you.  There  are  also  lots  of  English 
snipe  there,  but  I  did  not  shoot  anyof  them.  Wood- 
cock was  good  enough  for  me. 

The  next  day  a  party  of  us  made  a  trip  to  the  big 
flat  for  ducks,  one  of  the  party  being  Mrs.  George 
MoneU,  who  is  an  inveterate  sportswoman,  with  both 
rod  and  gun,  and  also  a  hrst-elass  wing  shot.  She 
shoots  a  light  20-bore  double  gun.  Our  party  killed 
twenty  ducks,  and  we  stopped  shooting  us  we  knew 
Mr.  Kulka  could  not  use  any  more.  Mrs.  MoneU 
was  high  gun,  having  killed  eight.  This  shooting 
was  done  by  each  taking  a  stand  on  a  point  and 
killing  them  as  they  whizzed  past. 

As  it  was  still  early  we  voted  to  catch  a  lot  of  fish 
for  the  house.  So  after  kiUing  a  few  blackbirds,  and 
using  their  entrails  in  lieu  of  worms,  in  a  short  time 
we  landed  twenty-four  sunlish,  Aveighing  about  lib. 
each.  I  happened  to  have  a  phantom  minnow  with 
me,  that  I  had  used  at  the  Delaware  Water  Gap 
last  summer,  and  caught  three  nice  bass  with  it 
there.  I  made  it  fast  to  Mrs.  Monell's  line — she 
started  troUing  on  the  road  home.  In  a  short  time 
she  had  a  strike,  hooked,  and  after  an  exciting  time 
and  lots  of  advice  from  us  all,  she  brought  to  the  side 
of  the  canoe  a  fish  that  we  judged  weighed  about 
121b.,  that  looked  like  a  cross  between  a  pike  and  a 
striped  bass.  The  natives  called  it  by  some  Spanish 
name,  and  said  it  was  good  eating.  She  tried  again 
and  hooked,  and,  after  a  short  fight,  landed  a  jack- 
fish  we  judged  to  be  about  81b.  in  weight.  Her 
next  fish  was  a  mullet,  about  5lb.  We  were  all 
wishing  for  a  lot  of  phantom  minnows.  Altogether 
she  landed  about  fifteen  fish  with  that  one  second- 
hand minnow,  and  as  she  had  lost  two  sets  of  the 
gang-hooks,  and  the  onl/  one  left  was  broken,  and 
the  minnow  looked  as  if  it  had  been  in  a  cyclone,  she 
gave  it  up  as  played  oat.  The  next  time  I  go  there 
I  will  have  a  nice  lot  of  these  phantom  minnows.  I 
would  have  given  quite  a  sum  for  one  after  I  saw 
what  they  would  do  there,  but  you  cannot  buy  any- 
thing of  that  kind  there. 

I  had  a  new  tarpon  rig  with  me,  and  Mrs.  Monell 
also  had  one,  and  neither  of  us  had  ever  caught  a 
tarpon.  Mrs.  Monell's  rig  was  a  Shipley  rod, 
200  yards,  18  linen  line,  plain  reel,  fitted  with  a 
thumb  brake.  My  rod  was  a  Shipley,  with  agate 
tip.  I  used  a  21  line,  thumb  brake  on  reel.  All 
the  people  told  us  we  were  too  early  for  tarpon,  as 
there  would  be  no  tarpon  fishing  until  February  and 
March.  I  talked  with  a  man  there  who  said  I  might 
get  a  strike  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tamise  River,  where 
it  empties  into  the  Panuco  River.  So  after  en- 
gaging a  native  to  get  me  mullet  for  bait  for  the 
next  day,  Mrs.  Monell  and  myself  left  in  a  native 
canoe  about  20  feet  long.  We  instructed  the  boat- 
man to  call  at  the  native's  house  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  for  the  bait,  and  when  wc  arrived  there  the 
native  had  a  string  of  about  a  dozen  mullet,  that 
weighed  from  21b.  to  5lb.  each.  Of  course,  we  were 
disappointed,  but  the  native  naturally  thought  he 
was  giving  us  good  measuio,  although  I  had  dis- 
tinctly told  him  I  wanted  fish  only  4in.  to  6in.  long. 
Possibly  my  Spanish  was  fis  defective  as  his  bait, 


As  we  had  started  we  concluded  to  go  across  the 
river,  and  try  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream  they  called 
Pueblo  Veheco,  as  it  was  near,  and  we  both  trolled 
one  line  on  each  side  of  the  canoe,  with  the  agree- 
ment that  if  one  got  a  strike  the  other  should  reel 
in  quickly,  and  we  had  the  consolation  of  knowing 
that  if  we  did  not  catch  anything  we  aheady  had  a 
string  of  nice  eating  fish.  As  it  was  our  first  expe- 
rience with  big  fish,  it  was  amusing  when  Mrs. 
Monell's  hook  got  caught  on  some  sunken  log,  and 
she  thought  she  had  a  big  one  for  sure,  as  it  took  line 
until  the  canoe  stopped.  After  getting  under  way 
again,  she  got  a  strike  by  a  big  fish  of  some  kind,  but 
he  did  not  act  as  tarpon  do.  He  was  a  big,  slow 
fighter,  but  very  strong.  I  reeled  in  at  once.  The 
native  boatman  wanted  to  help  the  angler,  but  she 
would  not  let  him  touch  her  line,  and  after  an 
exciting  ten  minutes  the  fish  got  loose,  and  we  never 
even  got  a  look  at  him.  Mrs.  Monell  was  almost 
ready  to  cry,  but  I  told  her  that  there  was  just  as 
good  fish  in  the  river  as  the  one  she  lost. 

A  short  time  after  I  got  fast  to  what  I  thought  was 
the  bottom  of  the  river,  but  it  turned  out  to  be  a  big 
l.TOlb.  fish,  a  slow,heavy  fighter.  The  native  called  him 
a  "charra";  the  Americans  call  him  a  "jew-fish." 
After  Mrs.  Monell  shot  him  five  times  with  a  -22  cal. 
rifk',  I  got  the  gaff  in  him,  and  as  he  wriggled  he 
turned  the  head  of  the  gaff  on  the  screw  ;  but  after 
a  lot  of  exciting  work,  we  got  him  into  the  boat. 
J  had  been  a  little  over  an  hour  landing  him.  Then 
we  concluded  to  go  home. 

Then  we  told  our  troubles  about  the  bait  to  Mr. 
Kulka.  He  promised  the  next  time  we  wanted  to 
go  out  he  would  guarantee  to  get  us  the  kind  of 
bait  we  wanted,  and  it  was  arranged  to  go  on  Dec. 
28.  Mrs.  MoneU,  whose  fighting  blood  was  now  up, 
declared  she  would  catch  a  big  fish  if  it  took  aU 
winter. 

True  to  his  word,  Mr.  Kulka  had  a  native  bring 
us  over  a  dozen  mullet  of  the  most  inviting  size, 
from  4in.  to  6in.  long.  We  concluded  to  try  up  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Tamise  River,  about  which  the 
American  had  told  me.  Mrs.  Kulka  packed  us  a 
nice  lunch,  and  with  several  orders  and  admonitions 
as  to  what  to  do  if  we  hooked  a  tarpon,  we  go 
under  way  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  shortly 
after  sunrise,  and  it  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
mornings  I  ever  saw,  just  cool  enough  to  be  pleasant. 
The  ducks  offered  us  some  splendid  shots  as  they 
hurried  up  and  down  the  river ;  they  seemed  to 
have  no  fear  of  us.  as  if  they  knew  we  were  not  after 
ducks  that  morning. 

After  we  got  into  the  Panuco  River  two  large 
turtles,  with  heads  almost  as  large  as  ours,  stuck 
their  heads  up,  took  a  look  at  us,  then  sank  quietly 
below  the  surface.  We  agreed  to  take  turns  trol- 
ling, and  only  have  one  Une  out  at  a  time.  Mrs. 
Monell  was  to  try  for  first  strike.  After  we  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  river  we  could  see  a  few  tarpon 
turning,  and  Mrs.  MoneU's  Une  was  not  out  five 
minutes  when  she  got  a  strike  by  a  big  tarpon.  He 
jumped  fuUy  ten  feet  in  the  air,  then  spat  out  the 
bait  and  hook  fuUy  twenty  feet ;  it  all  came  so 
suddenly  that  I  suggested  that  if  these  fish  are  not 
handled  just  right  they  wiU  cause  trouble,  as  they 
are  so  large.  Mrs.  Monell  now  insisted  that  I  try 
for  one,  so  that  she  could  see  how  I  handled  him. 
I  had  read  up  a  whole  lot  on  how  to  act,  and  on  the 
road  up  Mrs.  Monell  and  I  had  talked  this  over.  I 
had  read  of  some  who  advocated  giving  the  fish  line 
as  soon  as  he  struck  ;  others  claimed  it  was  best  to 
strike  hard  the  minute  you  felt  the  fish. 

I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would  strike  hard,  so 
I  put  out  a  nice  bait,  and  we  had  not  been  going 
ten  minutes  when  I  got  a  strike.  I  struck  back 
until  my  pole  was  almost  in  a  circle,  and  then  let 
him  have  his  run  ;  he  broke  the  water  and  then 
sulked.  I  got  the  boat  near  him.  when  away  he 
went ;  I  made  him  tow  the  boat ;  he  jumped  about 
twelve  feet  in  the  air  and  came  doAvn,  nearly  drown- 
ing us  with  the  splash.  After  a  fight  of  an  hour  and 
a  half  I  got  him  alongside,  and  Mrs.  MoneU  shot 
him  through  the  spine.  I  gaffed  him  and  hauled 
him  out  on  the  bank.  He  measured  6ft.  4in.,  and 
was  the  longest  one  we  caugM.  I  passed  a  rope 
through  his  gills  and  tied  him  to  a  tree  and  left  him 
there,  and  we  could  see  his  beautiful  silver  side 
shining  way  across  the  river. 

I  now  put  a  nice  bait  on  Mrs.  MoneU's  hook.  I 
passed  the  hook  in  the  mouth  of  the  mullet,  then 
turned  it,  bringing  the  point  of- hook  out  through 
the  top  of  the  head.  She  had  not  let  out  over  fifty 
feet  of  line  when  she  got  her  strike,  and  she  struck 
for  all  the  pole  would  stand.  The  fish  jumpe<l  out 
of  water,  then  diycd  and  sulked,  then  took  out 


nearly  100yds.  of  line  ;  then  as  she  reeled  in  on  him 
he  sulked.  On  account  of  her  having  her  back  to  him 
she  did  not  see  the  fish  when  he  jumped,  and  she 
said,  "  I  think  it  is  not  a  tarpon  ;  I  think  it  is  a 
jewfish."  I  assured  her  it  was  a  tarpon.  "  WeU," 
she  said,  "  I  would  love  to  see  him."  The  boat  then 
was  nearly  over  him,  and  it  would  almost  appear 
that  he  heard  her  request,  for  he  came  up  with  a 
rush  and  jumped  high  out  of  water,  and  as  ho 
struck  alongside  the  boat  we  got  our  second  wetting. 
She  said,  "  Now  I  am  satisfied."  Although  he  was 
the  smallest  fish  we  caught  (5ft.  4in.),  yet  he 
jumped  out  of  water  five  times,  and  it  took  Mrs. 
Monell  an  hour  and  fifty  minutes  of  good  hard  work 
to  land  him.  As  we  were  landing  him  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  from  where  we  left  my  big 
one,  we  happened  to  look  across  the  river,  where  we 
saw  a  fiock  of  turkey  buzzards  aU  over  my  fish.  Wo 
got  over  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  drove  them  off. 
They  had  not  hurt  it. 

Mrs.  Monell  just  laughed  and  cried  when  I  gaffed 
and  pulled  her  fish  out  of  the  wet.  She  said. 
"  This  is  the  greatest|sport  on  earth.  Now,  just  let 
me  try  for  another."  We  had  only  made  one  turn 
through  the  mouth  of  the  river  past  the  stone  abut- 
ments where  the  railroad  bridge  crosses,  when  she 
had  her  second  strike,  and  he  was  a  lively  fighter. 
He  jumped  about  twelve  feet  out  of  water,  and 
repeated  that  six  times  before  she  kiUed  him.  I 
wanted  her  to  let  me  take  her  pole  for  a  short  time 
to  rest  her,  as  I  saw  he  was  good  for  a  long  fight,  but 
she  was  game.  She  would  not  let  the  boatman  or 
me  touch  her  line,  although  she  was  exhausted. 
After  a  little  over  two  hours  she  brought  him  up, 
when  I  put  a  ball  in  his  spine.  I  then  gaffed  him 
and  pulled  him  out  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

Quite  a  crowd  of  natives  had  been  watching  the 
fight,  and  they  flocked  around  and  examined  that 
Uttle  18-linen  fine,  and  seemed  to  think  it  was 
wonderful.    This  last  fish  measured  6ft. 

Mrs.  MoneU  was  now  exhausted,  and  I  said  I 
would  hook  one  more  and  then  start  for  home.  I 
cast  off.  and  on  the  second  turn  around  the  mouth 
of  the  river  I  got  a  strike,  and  drove  the  hook  into 
him  for  all  the  rig  would  stand.  He  made  a  flying 
leap,  and  Mrs.  MoneU  said,  "  He  is  the  biggest  fish 
of  the  lot ;  don't  lose  him."  He  seemed  to  M^ant 
to  go  down  the  river  our  way,  so  I  made  him  tow 
the  boat  for  over  a  mile.  Then  he  sulked,  but  I 
kept  him  working,  as  I  wanted  to  get  home,  and  I 
did  not  reaUy  care  much  whether  I  lost  him  or  not ; 
so  I  put  as  much  strain  as  possible  on  him,  and  after 
an  hour  and  a  quarter  Mrs.  Monell  shot  him,  and  I, 
wanting  to  end  it,  jumped  out  of  the  boat  on  the 
bank  with  the  pole  and  told  the  boatman  to  throw 
me  the  gaff.  I  then  dropped  the  pole  and  took  the 
Hne  to  puU  him  in,  when  he  suddenly  took  a  new 
lease  of  hfe  and  started  for  the  middle  of  the  river. 
I  sincerely  wished  at  that  time  that  I  was  back  in 
the  boat.  I  quickly  grabbed  the  pole  and  put  the 
brake  on  him  as  hard  as  I  could.  After  taking 
about  150yds.  of  Une  he  slowed  up,  then  stopped. 
I  reeled  him  in  close,  then  dropped  the  pole  again, 
took  a  turn  round  my  wrist  with  the  line,  and 
pulled  him  into  three  feet  of  water,  then  ran  in  with 
the  gaff  and  quickly  had  him  on  the  bank  ;  but  I 
will  never  try  that  trick  again.  If  he  had  not  been 
very  securely  hooked  I  should  have  lost  him.  He 
was  4in.  shorter  than  my  other  fish,  and  the  same 
size  as  Mrs.  MoneU's,  6ft.,  but  he  was  very  broad  for 
his  length. 

I  had  no  chance  to  get  the  weight  of  these  fish, 
but  I  skinned  this  last  fish  and  sent  him  to  Werner, 
the  taxidermist,  of  Atlantic  city,  where  he  arrived 
in  good  condition,  and  is  being  mounted. 

From  what  I  can  leam.  tarpon  can  be  caught  in 
the  Panuco  River  any  time  in  the  year,  but  of 
course  the  season  they  are  more  plentiful  is  Feb- 
ruary and  March.  The  river  for  fifty  miles  seems 
to  be  full  of  them  there.  I  learned  that  during  the 
rainy  season  in  July  the  tarpon  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tamise  River  where  we  fished  make  almost  as  much 
noise  jumping  and  feeding  as  a  raihoad  train.  The 
mullet  come  down  this  river  from  a  large  lagoon 
fuUy  twenty  miles  long,  and  although  it  was  said 
to  be  too  early  for  tarpon,  there  were  as  many  there 
ready  for  business  as  I  ever  want  to  see,  although  it 
was  only  Dec.  28.  There  is  a  fascination  about  this 
sport  that  is  irresistible.  We  brought  aU  four  fish 
to  the  ranch  and  removed  and  saved  all  the  scales 
of  the  three  fish  we  left  there  to  use  as  visiting  cards. 
Mrs.  Monell  was  nursed  by  Aunt  Annie  for  three 
days,  suffering  from  strained  muscles  after  her  day 
with  the  tarpon. 

As  our  party  had  to  leave  for  home,  this  was  our 
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last  day  at  tarpon.  Mrs.  Monell,  while  sitting  on 
the  porch,  remarked  that  for  the  last  few  days  she 
had  seen  large  flocks  of  canvas-back  ducks  on  the 
river  flats  at  the  foot  of  our  bluff.  We  figured  out 
how  we  could  get  some  of  them.  The  next  morning 
Mrs.  Monell  took  a  stand  on  a  point  with  about  a 
dozen  of  wooden  decoys  Mr.  Kulka  had.  I  went 
out  in  his  canoe,  which,  by  the  way,  only  weighs 
35lb.,  was  made  in  Racine,  Wis.,  and  is  a  very  hght 
and  handy  boat.  I  kept  the  ducks  moving,  and  in 
less  than  two  hours  from  the  house  until  our  return 
we  got  fourteen  big,  fat  canvas -back  ducks.  We 
were  home  by  8  a.m.  We  could  have  got  more,  but 
we  had  enough.  Anyone  going  there  and  writing 
Jlr.  Kulka,  Box  36,  Tampico,  Mex.,  far  enough  in 
advance,  could  get  accommodation  on  the  ranch  ; 
but  as  he  can  only  take  about  twenty,  it  is  necessary 
to  write  early,  as  half  the  trip  is  the  pleasure  of 
being  right  on  the  ground  and  having  for  a  host  Mr. 
Kulka,  who  will  see  that  your  every  want  is  satisfied, 
as  in  the  city  the  natives  invariably  impose  on  any- 
one that  cannot  talk  their  language  ;  but  when 
furnished  a  guide  by  Mr.  Kulka  you  have  no  bother, 
as  he  saved  us  money  by  giving  us  boatmen  for  just 
half  we  could  have  got  them  for. 

Our  party  are  plaiming  to  go  again  next  winter, 
and  we  know  there  will  be  several  new  converts  to 
tarpon  fishing,  as  they  seemed  to  catch  the  fever 
from  our  trip.  We  are  also  talking  about  making 
up  a  party  to  go  up  about  fifty  miles  above  the 
ranch  for  tiger  and  Hon.  There  is  a  virgin  forest  of 
■400.000  acres  belonging  to  a  friend  of  ilr.  Kulka's, 
that  they  claim  has  lots  of  tigers  and  hons,  as  well 
as  turkeys  and  deer,  which  can  be  hunted  a  few 
miles  above  the  ranch.  But  next  season  I  won't 
forget  plenty  of  hght  shot  for  woodcock. — J.  A. 
Cathcart,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


TEOUT  WOKMS. 

By  "  Black  Hackle." 

Few  anglers  know  less  than  the  writer  respecting 
the  names  of  the  various  worms  which  envelop  the 
steel  of  the  fisherman,  yet  perhaps  the  majority  of 
Fishing  Gazette  readers — and  that  represents  a  big  lot 
— can  scarcely  have  practised  the  art  of  clear- water 
worm  fishing  more  assiduously  from  the  sixties  up 
to  date.  Nevertheless,  1  have  learnt  something  about 
worms  in  that  best  of  all  schools,  experience,  and 
may  say  with  all  possible  modesty  that  I  am  fairly 
proficient.  Reference  to  our  father  "  Izaak," 
.Jesse's  edition,  page  131,  will  show  the  sorts  ex- 
plained to  Venator,  but  I  join  issue  concerning 
brandlings  and  gilt-tails,  and  there  are  others  also 
mentioned  which  are  hardly  worth  the  angler's  time 
bothering  to  find  or  use.  The  first  named  is  the  lob 
or  dew  worm,  which,  as  Walton  observes,  is  of  two 
kinds.  One  of  these  develops  a  knot  early  in  life, 
and  is  of  different  shades,  possibly  owing  to  the  soil 
in  which  it  is  found.  Some  are  of  general  pinkish 
hue,  others  a  light  grey  ;  others  have  pink  mixed 
with  the  grey.  They  are  .to  be  found,  when  the 
weather  is  not  too  dry,  in  ordinary  clay  fields  and 
gardens,  and  though  I  can  scarcely  pronounce  them 
to  exceed  two  others,  yet,  taken  all  round,  I  will 
positively  say  they  are  hard  to  beat,  and  that  if  I 
were  restricted  to  their  use  alone  for  a  season,  I  do 
not  believe  my  record  would  be  any  the  lower. 
Next  comes  a  squirrel  tail,  a  different  worm  of  a 
dull  red  hue  and  darker  towards  the  head,  which  is 
without  a  knot,  while  of  the  proper  trout  size, 
and  has  a  flat  tail,  hence  the  name.  This 
sort  is  got  in  the  same  places,  and  is  of  a 
peculiarly  lively  nature,  forming  a  good  and 
succulent  lure,  scarcely,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  the  first. 
Thirdly,  we  have  the  blue-head,  recommended  by 
Mr.  Tod.  This  worm  is  not  so  common  as  the  other 
two,  and  it  is  a  distinct  variety.  It  is  minus  a  knot, 
of  a  dusky  yellow  ochreish  tint,  with  a  blackish-blue 
head,  and  is  if  anything  the  best  of  the  lot,  but  can 
seldom  be  found  in  sufficient  numbers  to  last  out  a 
day  per  se.  The  blue -head  is  a  worm  of  size,  and  is 
indisputably  good  for  large  fish.  In  the  young  ones 
of  dimensions  more  adapted  for  gin-clear  water,  the 
colour  is  less  pronounced,  -and  if  trout  are  at  all 
inclined  to  feed,  they  are  a  most  excellent  bait. 
The  angler  whose  leisure  hours  come  at  evening  to 
night  may  employ  larger  worms  than  by  day.  Trout 
are  then  more  determinedly  feeding  and  like  a  sub- 
stantial morsel.  But  during  a  summer  day  they  are 
more  faytidious,  and  will  usually  sneer  at  a  big 
worm,  merely  pinching  off  a  bookless  tail-end, 
if  they  condescend  to  notice  it  at  all.  If  using 
hut  one  worm,  either  on  Pennell  tackle  (which  I 
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think  preferable  to  the  Stewart  three  hooks)  or  a 
single  hook,  I  consider  it  should  never  exceed  two 
and  a  quarter  inches  in  length,  and  may  be  smaller 
still  if  the  water  be  extra  low  and  the  fish  capricious. 
This  length  refers  to  the  worm  in  its  normal  state 
before  extending  itself.  A  single  worm  answers 
best  on  two  or  three  hooked  tackle.  Two  smaller 
worms  may  be  used  with  advantage  on  a  single  hook, 
baited  as  follows  :  Insert  half  an  inch  below  either 
extremity  of  the  first ;  bring  out  the  hook  half  an 
inch  lower  and  run  that  worm  up  the  gut.  Treat 
the  second  worm  similarly,  except  that  the  hook  is 
concealed  in  the  lower  portion,  and  then  bring  down 
No.  1  to  meet  No.  2.  The  result  will  be  four  wriggling 
end. ,  which  I  usually  find  irresistible.  When  fish  are 
taking  short,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  bring  the  barb  out 
through  the  worm,  as  you  will  want  to  strike  sharply, 
and  the  same  applies  to  worms  which  are  extra 
toughened  in  moss. 

We  also  have  the  mar&h  worm  found  in  moist 
land  after  rain,  of  a  darkish  red  with  knot.  This  is 
also  a  very  lively  and  good  one.  As  regards  sea- 
trout,  my  experience  is  that  they  always  seem  to 
prefer  as  light- coloured  worm  as  possible,  and  most 
of  my  best  takes  have  been  with  the  first  named  in 
this  paper.  In  very  dry  weather,  when  myself  and 
other  "  peal "  fishers  have  been  unable  to  procure 
these,  we  have  been  supplied  with  excellent  lots  by 
Mr.  T.  Holmes,  10,  Bingley-street,  Leeds,  whose 
advertisement  we  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
And  now  a  word  as  to  brandlings  and  gilt-tails 
found  in  rotten  manure  or  old  tan.  I  have  occa- 
sionally found  the  former  cracked  up  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette ;  but,  believe  me,  it  is  a  mistake  to  do  so. 
They  cannot  be  regarded  as  natural  trout  food,  their 
usual  habitat  not  being  within  the  wash  of  trout 
streams,  and  hence  they  are  looked  upon  with 
suspicion,  and  very  often  only  minced  with.  I  am 
far  from  stating  that  trout  will  not  take  them.  I 
began  with  them  as  a  boy,  and  would  have  nothing 
else  for  yeare,  during  which  time  thej  accounted  for 
many  thousands  of  fish,  but  I  gradually  became 
disillusioned  on  this  point,  and  now  after  more  hard 
fishing  seasons  than  I  care  to  count,  I  am  confident 
that  with  any  of  the  earth  worms  mentioned  fishing 
a  water  an  hour  after  a  brandling  fancier  I  should 
have  two  to  his  one  and  better  fish.  Not  that  I  believe 
brandlings  to  be  a  distinct  species.  Their  evolution 
from  the  small  lob  can  be  distinctly  traced  by  anyone 
placing  some  wormless  old  manure  in  his  garden  and 
watching  it.  Similarly  the  gilt-tail  is  evolved  from 
a  tiny  yellowish  tipped  worm  dug  up  in  weedy 
ground.  Two  of  the  incidents  which  converted  me 
were  as  follows  : — 

One  day  1  had  fished  with  just  fair  success  a  brook 
in  the  County  Waterford,  and  near  its  debouchure 
into  the  sea,  I  came  on  a  humble  brother  whose 
outfit  would  be  highly  appraised  at  one  shilling. 
He  had  done  far  better,  after  me,  and  we  angled 
together  for  awhile.  Even  then  I  was  considered 
fairly  expert,  and  was  confounded  by  his  hauling  in 
sundry  nice-sized  sea-trout  which  let  me  severely 
alone.    At  length  :  — 

"  Phat  soort  ov  wurrums  have  ye  now,  sor  ?  " 
said  he.  I  produced  my  brandlings.  "  Sorra  a 
wondher,  faith,  sure  them's  no  good  at  all,"  and  he 
displayed  a  lot  of  small  blue-heads  and  lobs.  Ex- 
perience proved  him  right.    On  the  second  occasion 


I  was — forgive  mc;,  O  my  Vjrothers  ! — worming  in  a 
yellow  spate  near  Killorglin,  just  where  a  tributary 
joined  the  parent  river.  I  had  brandlings,  but  all  I 
could  get  was  an  occasional  half-hearted  nibble. 
Carter,  the  water-bailiff,  was  cheek  by  jowl  with  me, 
and  every  five  minutes  he  was  fast  in  a  whopper. 
My  feelings  may  be  imagined,  and  I  could  not  make 
it  out.  Before  departing  on  duty  he  showed  me  the 
contents  of  his  creel,  a  largo  one.  It  was  full  to  the 
cover  with  splendid  fish,  most  of  them  from  I^IV^.  to 
over  2lb. 

"  Why  can't  I  get  them,  William  '!  "  T  murmured. 

"  Well,  sir,  I  noticed  you  were  using  brandlings," 
returned  he.    "  Next  time  try  the  clay  ones." 

The  moral  is  plain.  To  tempt  trout,  whose  powers 
of  discrimination  are  so  great,  the  lure  should 
obviously  be  a  facsimile  of  what  is  constantly  before 
them. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  EOACH  FISHING. 


The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Telejgraph, 
writing  on  the  night  of  Aug.  11,  thus  referred  to 
the  late  M.  Waldeck-Rousseau,  that  great  French 
statesman,  as  an  angler : — "  The  late  statesman's 
favourite  outdoor  sports  were  yachting  and  fishing. 
After  retiring  from  the  Premiership  he  went  on  a 
long  cruise  in  the  East  and  in  German  and  Nor- 
wegian waters  on  the  Rene,  and  it  was  during  this 
trip  that  he  was  received  by  the  Kaiser.  He  had 
been  all  his  fife  an  expert  and  keen  angler.  At  the 
Home  Office,  in  the  Place  Beauveau,  while  he  was 
Premier  and  Minister  of  the  Interior,  he  invariably 
prepared  his  bait  with  his  own  hands  every  Saturday 
night  in  the  season,  being  too  good  a  sportsman  to 
leave  so  delicate  an  operation  to  a  servant.  On  the 
Sunday  he  would  take  a  boat  in  the  morning  from 
his  Corbeil  villa  and  row  up  the  tiny  and  picturesque 
Essonne,  winding  in  and  out  of  thick  woods,  and 
would  ensconce  himself  in  some  hidden  creek  with 
his  rod  until  nightfall.  If  he  was  an  incisive  orator 
and  a  great  advocate  his  was  always  the  eloquence 
of  few  words — the  fewest  words  possible — and  he 
would  explain  his  passion  for  angling  by  saying  that 
he  loved  silence.  He  also  handled  the  gun  as  well  as 
the  rod,  and  was  a  fair  shot.  His  distaste  of  cere- 
moniousness  included  a  horror  of  the  swaUow-tail 
coat,  and  whenever  possible  he  would  only  wear  a 
dinner-jacket.  Of  all  the  company,  he  was  usually 
the  least  talkative,  and  he  would  sit  hstening  and 
smoking  cigarettes,  of  which  his  daily  consumption 
averaged  from  seventy  to  eighty.  He  was  not  much 
of  a  gourmet,  and  nothing  of  a  gourmand,  and  he 
used  to  say  that  one  of  his  great  objections  to  meals 
was  that  they  prevented  him  from  smoking  while 
they  lasted." 

Surely  this  is  a  skilful  word-picture  of  the  typical 
Waltonian,  and  par  excellence  of  the  roach-fisher, 
whose  craft,  oft  derided  by  the  ignorant  scoffer,  is 
daily  finding  fresh  devotees  by  the  score  or  hundred. 

It  is  a  curious  and  notable  coincidence  that  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  two  days  after  the  above  appeared, 
the  Editor  (Mr.  R.  B.  Marston)  wrote  a  note  con- 
cerning a  projected  Anglo-French  roach-fishing 
competition — another  sign  of  the  entente  cordiale 
— to  which  all  British  anglers,  I  am  sure,  wish 
success ;  but  which,  according  to  a  later  issue  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  has  been  '  eid  over  for  a  year. 

The  fascination  of  roach-1.  hing,  which  may  be 
enjoyed,  generally  without  payment,  in  most  of  the 
rivers,  lakes,  and  canals  of  England;  has  been  so 
exhaustively  and  minutely  dwelt  upon  by  anglers  of 
far  greater  authority  than  the  writer,  that  ovl\  the 
editorial  mandate  can  justify  these  few  and  rough 
jottings,  which  may,  however,  particularly  as  to 
baits  and  methods  of  using  them,  be  of  some  help 
to  the  novice.  For  full  details  one  cannot  do  better 
than  consult  the  late  Greville  Fennell's  bulky  mono- 
graph, "  The  Book  of  the  Roach,"  which  was  a  few 
years  ago  fully  reprinted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
subsequent  articles  in  this  journal ;  and  the  writings 
of  the  late  Francis  Francis,  of  "  John  Bickerdyke," 
and  other  authorities.  However,  to  "  cut  the 
cackle,  and  come  to  the  'osses,"  this  Httle  screed 
may  not  be  without  interest,  and  may,  at  any  rate 
as  to  baits,  prove  of  assistance  to  the  amateur  angler. 

In  every  district  the  method  of  angUng  for  the 
so-called  "  river  sheep "'  differs,  and  every  method, 
and  all  kinds  of  tackling  adopted  by  its  devotees, 
has  been  elaborately  described  over  and  over  again 
— I  was  almost  WTiting  ad  nauseam,  but  check 
myself  with  the  wholesome  reflection  that  the  true 
angler  never  tires  of  reading  details  as  to  his  favourite 
recreation.    To  me,  however,  it  has  always  been  a 
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puzzle  that  these  widely  differing  methods  have, 
at  any  rate  until  recent  years,  been  so  strictly  con- 
fined to  their  various  locaUties.  Thank  goodness, 
roach  fishers  have  of  late  been  widening  their 
horizon  to  a  certain  extent,  and  now,  even  on  the 
Thames,  one  may  frequently  see  Piscator  using  the 
methods  of  his  brethren  of  the  Lea  or  the  Trent, 
and  not  without  advantage. 

From  my  own  forty  years'  experience  the  Thames 
roacher  in  particular  is  far  too  much  wedded  to  the 
style  of  his  forbears,  however,  even  to-day,  and  I 
would  strongly  recommend  the  trial  of  any  method 
that  appears  likely  at  the  time  to  be  most  advan- 
tageous. In  the  great  metropohtan  river,  which 
swarms  from  the  tideway  to  Cricklade  with  fine 
roach,  the  varjring  conditions  of  depth  and  current, 
as  well  as  of  season  and  height,  colour,  and  tem- 
perature of  water,  assuredly  call  for  corresponding 
variation  in  the  mode  of  attempting  to  lure  these 
wary  fish  to  their  fate.  The  ordinary  Thames 
angler,  it  seems  to  me,  is  too  prone  to  leave  choice  of 
swims,  tackle,  and  bait  to  the  professional  puntsman 
— often,  though  there  are  notable  exceptions,  a 
mere  hide-bound  and  lazy  copyist  of  the  methods  of 
his  predecessors.  Roach,  hke  "  humans  "  and  all 
the  vertebrates  (and,  indeed,  invertebrates),  are 
"  guided  by  their  belhes,"  and  the  man  who  would 
bring  home  a  good  bag  must  closely  study  the  three 
essentials  to  success : — First,  where  are  the  fish  ; 
second,  on  what  are  they  feeding ;  and  third,  at 
what  time  of  day — problems  which  only  obser- 
vation and  experience  can  solve  ;  while,  of  course, 
he  must  also  aways  fish  as  "  fine  and  far  off  "  as 
possible.  Even  in  the  present  day  these  points  need 
emphasising. 

■   I  Where  to  Fish. 

As  I  have  said  roach  abound  in  the  Thames,  as 
they  do  in  the  Colne,  both  the  Avons,  the  Kennet, 
the  Kentish  Stour  (especially  about  Grove  Ferry), 
the  Lower  Arun,  the  Bedfordshire  Ouse,  several  of 
the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  rivers  and  broads,  the  Cam, 
and,  indeed,  most  Enghsh  waters.  The  question  of 
"  Where  to  fish  ?  "  is,  therefore,  rather  easily  dis- 
missed ;  but  as  to  the  Thames  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  higher  one  goes  above  Lock,  as  a  rule,  the  better 
chance  of  securing  specimens.  As  to  specimens, 
though — in  spite  of  the  scepticism  of  the  late  Gre- 
ville  Fennell — there  are  authentic  records  of  true 
roach  up  to  3jlb.,  and  I  myself  once  saw  one  that 
just  turned  the  scale  at  31b.,  but  anything  over 
.  2Jb.  is  rare,  and  should  certainly  be  sent  to  the 
taxidermist. 

^  The  roach  may  be  taken  in  the  Thames  and  other 
waters  governed  by  the  Mundella  Act  from  June  16 
to  March  14,  but  if  all  anglers  were  the  "  honest 
men  "  spoken  of  so  lovingly  by  Walton,  the  roach 
season  would  not  begin  untU  the  end  of  July,  and 
might  well  be  extended  to  the  middle  of  April,  or, 
at  any  rate,  the  end  of  March.  The  best  sport 
certainly  does  not  begin  until  the  first  frosts  of 
autumn  have  touched  the  weeds,  and  rendered  a 
vegetarian  diet  distasteful  to  the  "  river  sheep." 

Baits  fob  Roach. 
If  one  must  catch  roach  in  the  summer  months 
they  will  be  found  in  moderate  streams  between 
weeds  and  with  a  gravelly  or  sandy  bottom, 
averaging,  say,  4ft.  or  5ft.  in  depth,  and  should  be 
angled  for  with  hght  float  tackle.  During  a  summer 
flood  great  execution  may  be  done  by  walking  up 
stream  along  the  banks,  very  gingerly  so  as  not  to 
cause  vibration,  and  quietly  dropping  the  hne  with 
a  very  small  lead  and  no  float  into  every  tiny  eddy, 
even  on  the  submerged  grass,  and  as  often  as  not 
only  a  foot  or  two  in  depth,  the  bait  being  brandling 
or  cockspur  worms  on  a  fine  two-hook  tackle,  or 
the  tail  of  a  lobworm.  Besides  roach,  this  dodge  will 
account  for  all  other  fish  for  which  the  worm  is 
suitable  ;  and  is  especially  deadly  where  the  flood 
water  is  coming  into  the  river  from  the  land,  as  there 
the  fish  assemble  on  the  look-out  for  the  food  which 
is  being  washed  down  from  the  meadows.  Summer 
float  baits  are  many  indeed.  Very  deadly  is  the 
caddis  or  cad-bait,  used  singly  on  a  small  hook  ;  and 
gentles  and  paste  come  next.  When  using  the 
maggot  thread  one  (or,  still  better,  the  red  chrysalis 
of  the  bluebottle)  so  as  to  cover  the  shank  of  the 
hook,  and  impale  lightly  two  lively  gentles  on  the 
bend,  just  leaving  the  barb  through  the  last,  or  he  will 
wriggle  off.  Change  the  gentles  very  frequently,  as 
they  must  be  alive  to  be  attractive.  In  the  use  of 
paste  baits  I,  many  years  ago,  stumbled  across 
what  I  have  since  found  to  be  a  really  good  tip, 
and  here  it  is  : — Fasten  to  the  trace  two  reasonably 
small  hooks  so  that  they  hang  exactly  level,  and  on 


one  squeeze  a  good  pellet  of  pink  paste,  and  on  the 
other  a  pellet  of  yellow  paste.  Vermilion  and 
chrome,  each  used  very  sparingly,  give  the  requisite 
tints.  Red  lead  makes  a  perfect  colouring  matter, 
but  is  an  abomination  as  being  poisonous.  If  the 
baits  hang  toiiching  each  other  an  "  aldermanic  " 
roach  seems  irresistibly  tempted  to  gulp  the  two 
simultaneously.  White  paste  is  excellent  at  all 
times,  and  occasionally  a  paste  made  from  arrowroot 
biscuits  is  specially  successful.  Personally,  I  always 
work  in  a  little  honey,  but  this  may  be  a  fad.  Gin 
may  be  commended  in  the  concoction  of  paste.  A 
blend  of  whole-meal  flour  and  molasses  is  at  times 
killing.  It  is  not,  however,  a  fad  to  "  prepare  the 
bait  with  your  own  hands,"  like  M.  Waldeck-Rousseau, 
and  not  "  leave  it  to  a  servant "  ;  nor  is  it  faddy 
to  insist  on  the  most  scrupulous  cleanliness  both  in 
the  making  and  the  using  of  the  paste,  which,  by  the 
way,  keeps  best  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  linen  cloth. 
Note  well,  ye  devotees  of  the  goddess  Nicotiana, 
that  the  flavour  of  the  pipe,  conveyed  by  the  fingers 
to  the  paste,  is  fatal  to  success.  My  plan  for  enjoy- 
ing a  smoke  and  also  catching  roach  is  to  take  turns 
at  smoking  with  my  mate,  the  one  with  his  pipe  out 
and  his  fingers  washed  baiting  for  both.  The  silk 
weed,  scraped  off  old  piles,  etc.,  washed  and  wrapped 
round  the  hook  is  often  very  deadly  fished  in  raid- 
water  in  the  summer  months  in  weir  pools,  mill 
tails,  etc. 

As  the  autumn  advances  the  sport  becomes  more 
interesting,  as  the  roach,  although  not  yet  out  of  the 
weeds,  have  recovered  vigour.  Then  is  the  time 
to  introduce  to  their  attention  not  only  the  baits 
described  above,  but  the  wasp-grub,  and  also  the 
meal-worm  and  the  earwig.  The  two  latter  are 
practically  unnoticed  by  angling  witers,  though 
"  John  Bickerdyke  "  appreciatively  mentions  the 
earwig.  The  meal-worm,  as  might  be  expected,  is 
especially  deadly  below  flour-mills.  This  bait  is 
rather  difficult  to  procure,  but  when  a  stock  is  laid 
in,  by  making  friends  with  a  miller  or  his  "  man," 
may  easily  be  kept  for  a  long  time  in  a  glazed 
earthenware  jar  half-filled  with  wheat-meal  and 
pieces  of  old  sacking,  occasionally  renewed.  Earwgs 
should  be  fished  two  on  a  small  hook  hitched  through 
the  skin  as  near  the  tail  end  as  possible.  They  ^ill 
be  found  in  the  small  inverted  pots  containing  a 
wisp  of  hay,  placed  by  every  careful  gardener  on 
his  dahUa  stakes.  Shaken  into  a  tin  box  -with  a 
perforated  lid,  containing  a  little  hay,  they  will 
keep  Uvely  for  a  long  time.  These  should  be 
floated  a  foot  or  so  from  the  bottom. 

As  to  the  wasp  grub  it  should  be  plunged  in 
boihng  milk  or  baked  for  a  minute  to  slightly 
toughen  it.  Many  prescriptions  have  lately  ap- 
peared in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  "  taking  the 
'  cake,'  "  which  is  a  somewhat  tickUsh  operation.  I 
notice  the  Editor  prefers  the  old-fashioned  and  very 
effectual  plan  of  a  small  roll  of  wetted  gimpowder, 
tipped  with  dry  powder,  which  I  myself  foUowed 
from  childhood  until  recently,  when  at  a  country 
flower  show  I  struck  what  I  consider  a  yet  better 
dodge,  which  may  be  briefly  described  thus : — 
Take  a  lump  of  cyanide  of  potassium  about  as  big 
as  one's  thumb  end,  dip  in  water,  place  in  mouth  of 
wasp's  nest,  and  close  the  orifice  with  a  turf  pre- 
viously cut.  This  sufficiently  deadens  the  wasps  to 
render  the  operation  of  digging  out  perfectly  safe, 
and  does  not  in  the  least  affect  the  grubs. 

I  had  almost  forgotten  "  creed  "  or  stewed  wheat, 
which  has  often  been  described,  and  is  easy  to 
prepare  if  the  directions  so  often  given  are  carefully 
carried  out.  Lightly  malted  barley  and  pearl 
barley,  treated  in  the  same  way,  are  also  excellent 
baits  in  many  waters.  Float  ledgering  with  bread 
(or  flour)  and  fine  bran  worked  into  a  stiff  paste  is 
often  very  kilUng,  a  good  "  dollop  "  of  the  mixture 
being  placed  on  the  hook,  and  a  lump  the  size  of  a 
bantam's  egg  squeezed  around  the  shots  and  resting 
on  the  bottom.  The  cube  of  bread  from  the  bottom 
of  a  household  loaf,  so  trimmed  as  to  be  golden- 
brown  on  one  side  and  white  on  the  other,  has 
attained  a  great  vogue  of  late  years,  and  deserves 
its  reputation. 

Give  me,  however,  for  choice  light  ledgering  with 
the  lobworm,  part  or  whole,  in  the  winter,  and  right 
up  to  the  close  of  the  season.  In  deep  eddies  where, 
especially  when  the  temperature  is  low,  roach  and 
other  fish  congregate,  I  like  best  a  rather  small 
maiden  lob  fished  whole,  which  always  finds  me  the 
heaviest  fish.  A  No.  7  (Redditch  number)  is  best 
for  this  work,  and  should  be  simply  hitched  through 
the  middle  of  the  worm,  as  I  lately  described  for 
barbelUng.  No  matter  which  end  of  the  worm  is 
seized,  the  bend  of  the  hookTwiU  then  be  turned 


to  the  fish's  mouth,  and  gulped  in  with  the  rest  of 
the  bait — and  what  a  gulp  a  big  roach  gives  when 
it  takes  on  a  whole  lob  ! 

As  to  ground-baiting,  it  should  always  be  done 
sparingly  and  with  great  care  that  it  is  deposited 
exactly  where  the  hook  will  travel  or  lie  ;  and  this 
only  comes  by  experience.  The  ground-bait  must 
always  assimilate  in  character  to  the  hook-bait,  but 
should  be  coarser  in  quality. 

Tackle. 

I  find  I  have  filled  my  allotted  space,  so  can  only 
add  a  few  general  words  on  tackle.  The  rod,  of 
whatever  length,  should  be  very  light  and  stiff, 
except  at  the  top  ;  and  a  whalebone  tip  commends 
itself  to  many.  The  line  may  be  either  plaited  or 
twisted  silk,  very  fine,  and  the  trace  of  fine  undrawn 
gut.  As  to  the  hook,  for  float-fishing  the  "  Crystal  " 
is  most  jjopular,  and  I  think  best ;  it  should  be 
whipped  to  drawn  gut,  or,  better  still,  a  good,  round 
sorrel  horsehair.  The  gut  I  always  stain  with 
coffee  or  walnut  huds.  In  winter  ledgering  undrawn 
gut  is  a  necessity,  as  one  does  not  know  how  often 
the  worm  may  be  seized  by  a  big  perch  or  tench. 
Finally,  I  always  use  a  running  line,  for  the  same 
reason,  but  for  float-fishing  convert  it  into  a  "  tight 
line  "  by  the  simple  expedient  of  winding  it  thrice 
round  the  top  ring.  Nothing  is  simpler  when  a  big 
fellow  is  hooked  than  to  turn  the  rod  until  the  Une 
is  unwound ;  and  there  you  have  the  "  tight " 
versvs  "  running "  line  controversy  settled  "  as 
easily  as  shelUng  peas." 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  he  who  would 
succeed  in  roach  fishing  should  always  carry  three 
or  four  bottom  tackles  ready  "made  up"  on  a 
winder — one  a  quill  float  with  hair  or  drawn  gut 
bottom;  another  with  a  goose  quill  and  heavier 
shot,  for  sharp  streams ;  another  with  a  pelican 
quill  and  still  more  shot,  to  find  the  bottom  of  a 
deep  swim  at  once ;  and  the  fourth  a  light  ledger 
trace.  A.  C.  B. 


NOETH  COUNTEY  ANGLING 
SONGS. 

Mr.  John  Harbottle,  the  well-known  and 
much-respected  hon.  sec.  of  the  Northumbrian 
Anglers'  Federation,  3,  Call's  Buildings,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  has  broken  out  into  song  again.  He  tells 
me  that  his  new  volume,  entitled,  "  Poems,  North 
Country  Angling  Songs,  and  'Newcassel '  Sangs."  is 
nearly  ready  for  publication,  and  that  half  the 
edition  has  already  been  subscribed  for.  The 
ordinary  edition  is  3s.  6d.,  and  the  edition  de  luxe 
10s.  6d.  I  feel  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  be  glad  to  add  the  Uttle  work  to  their 
libraries.— R.  B.  M. 

In  sending  me  an  early  proof  of  one  of  the 
poems,  entitled,  "  An  Angling  Idyll,"  which  charm- 
ingly touches  on  the  delights  which  surround 
angling,  he  says  : — 

"Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  circular  relative  to  my 
book  of  North  Country  verse,  maistly  about  fishin'. 
On  looking  over  my  album  to-day  I  see  it  is  over 
twenty-six  years  since  I  first  became  a  subscriber 
to  your  paper,  and  many  of  the  songs,  etc.,  now 
reprinted  in  my  book  were  first  published  by  your 
good  self,  mostly  between  1884  and  1891.  I  send 
you  a  proof  of  a  poem  which  has  never  been  pub- 
lished at  all — 'A  June  Day.'  This  is  included 
in  the  collection  now  being  published. 

"  I  have  for  over  thirty  years  worked  on  behalf 
of  anglers  and  angling,  on  Tyne  and  also  Coquet 
Conservancy  Boards,  in  the  north,  also  lectured  and 
written,  much  as  you  yourself  have  done,  and  are 
doing  now,  and  though  our  efforts  never  attain 
all  the  'desired,'  unhke  politics,  the  sportsman's 
hobby,  with  all  its  happy  associations,  always  is 
able  to  fill  anew  up  to  the  last  in  old  age  the  cup 
of  enjoyment.  Good  fishing  is  getting  very  scarce 
and  dear,  angling  legislation  is  almost  dead,  yet  we 
still  keep  on  '  casting,'  cheerful  as  ever.  The  book 
will  be  out  in  about  three  weeks,  and  I  shall  have 
pleasure  in  sending  you  a  copy  for  your  library." 

AN  ANGLING  IDYLL. 

A  June  Day. 

By  John  Harbottle. 

Come  quit  wi'  me  this  Babel  toon, 
Its  sin  and  din,  its  cark  and  care. 
And  grip  your  gad  and  don  your  creel. 
And  breathe  wi'  me  the  heather  air. 
The  yellow  gold  that  gilds  the  broom, 
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Ne'er  brings  the  lust,  that  breeds  ye  hate ; 
The  voices  ringin'  frae  the  woods, 
Nae  bickerin's  ken  o'  creed  or  state. 
Sae  come!    Auld  Goquet's  sparklin'  clear, 
And  where  the  waters  rush  amain, 
Beneath  the  foam,  frae  simmer  suns. 
Their  cool  retreat  the  troots  hae  ta'en. 
There's  sangs  frae  ilka  bush  and  brae, 
And  sangs  when  sun  shower  patterin'  fa's. 
The  westlin'  breeze,  amang  the  trees 
Mak's  music  as  it  softly  blaws. 
The  verra  "spinners"  owre  the  pool 
Are  dancin'  to  a  merry  tune. 
An'  liltin'  'neath  the  alder  shade 
They  ken  fu'  weel  'tis  golden  June. 
The  wee  red  squirrel  in  the  oak, 
Gie's  me  a  blink  o'  his  bright  ee. 
Yon  ouzel  tipsy  daft  wi'  fun, 
Gae's  bobbin'  in  the  stream  wi!  glee. 
Flit,  flit,  the  swallows  sweepin'  go. 
At  ilka  turn  they  kiss  the  pool. 
I  hear  the  minstrel  o'  the  clouds. 
Beneath  the  larch,  'tis  fresh  and  cool. 
The  briar  sweet  and  clover  red 
Fling  a'  their  perfume  to  the  breeze. 
Amang  the  trembling  "  meadow  sweet," 
I'm  fairly  wadin'  to  the  knees, 
And  frae  the  tangle  o'  the  dyke 
The  bonnie  blue-eyed  speedwell  peeps. 
The  dog  rose  blushes  to  the  sun. 
The  woodbine  in  the  thick  thorn  creeps. 
And  by  the  willows  bending  low, 
I  hear  the  bonnie  reed  wren  sing, 
And  'fore  my  sight,  wi'  arrow  flight, 
A  rainbow  flies  on  glitterin'  wing.* 
I  stand  beneath  a  flowerin'  thorn, 
And  some  sweet  auld  love  tune  recall : 
The  sang  the  tremblin'  blossoms  hear. 
They  kissed  my  cheek  as  down  they  fall ! 
'Neath  spreading  beech  and  plane  and  ash, 
Amang  the  mosses  creeps  the  stream, 
Sae  saft  it  scarcely  stirs  the  sedge 
Where  a'  the  liUes  lie  and  dream. 
Upon  the  streamy  shallows  there 
Like  gold  the  glitterin'  pebbles  shine. 
The  "creeper's  on"  splash  gan  the  troots! 
Fu'  weel  they  ken  the  place  to  dine. 
And  where  the  swirlin'  eddy  breaks 
A  big  braw  troot  is  risin'  fast. 
The  red  worm  fa's — a  cleavin'  fin! 
The  auld  rod  bends  !    He's  mine  at  last ! 
And  thus  through  a'  the  golden  day. 
Too  swift  awa'  the  glad  hours  steal, 
Sweet  Goquet's  charms  we  linger  o'er, 
Wi'  heart  as  full,  e'en  as  the  creel. 
I  meet  young  Willie  by  the  ford, 
An'  faith  he  is  a  handsome  lad ! 
We  have  a  fine  auld  fishin'  crack. 
There's  few  like  him  can  bend  a  gad. 
We  baith  agree  in  simmer  days 
To  tak'  the  flee  troots  are  na  fain. 
I  show  my  creel,  twa  score  at  least. 
The  best  'uns  wi'  the  red  worm  ta'en. 
I  hear  a  merry  laugh  and  turn, 
But  Will,  the  rogue,  just  gies  a  smile. 
The  sweetest  thing  I've  seen  th'  day. 
Is  winsome  Mary  at  the  stile! 
Get  hame  I    Get  hame,  in  mellow  notes  ! 
Fu'  loud,  yon  blackbird  ca's  to  me. 
Wi'  heavy  creel  o'  nectared  sweets 
Fast  hameward  hummin'  hies  the  bee. 
The  lapwing,  filled  wi'  love's  alarms. 
Wakes  a'  the  moor  wi'  plaintive  cry. 
The  brown-eyed  kye  in  wonder  gaze. 
Ye  catch  their  sweet  breath  passing  by. 
The  lambs  lie  clustered  on  the  hill, 
A  red  glow  lingers  on  the  crest. 
The  faint  breeze  sighs,  as  daylight  dies. 
And  hushes  ilka  bird  to  rest. 
The  glamour  of  the  gloamin'  fa's. 
Amang  the  rocks  the  foam  shines  white, 
The  red  sun  throws  a  parting  kiss 
And  bids  bis  ain  dear  world  "Goodnight!" 
And  now  the  bats  amang  the  gnats 
Like  ghaists  are  whi.skin'  in  the  gloom. 
The  troots  are  still,  save  'neath  the  shade 
A  flutterin'  white  moth  meets  his  doom  ! 
The  grey  mist's  creepin'  up  the  glen, 
'  Sae  hameward  now  my  feet  I  turn, 

!  I  stir  the  red  grouse  'mang  the  bents, 


*  The  flight  of  the  kingfisher,  in  all  its  glorious 
plurnage.  aa  it  flashes  up  atroam  in  the  sunlight,  is 
accurately  described  as  a  "  rainbow  on  wings," 
being  one  of  the  mbst  beautiful  sights  in  Nature. 


And  shake  the  dews  frae  heath  and  fern. 

I  hear  my  auld  dog's  watchfu'  bark, 

When  I'm  awa'  he  seldom  sleeps, 

I  see  the  Ughts  o'  love  and  hame, 

A  dear  face  at  the  window  peeps, 

A  dear  heart  ever  on  the  watch. 

Dear  eyes  wi'  love  that  brightly  shine, 

A  dear  hand  eager  lifts  the  latch, 

An  open  door  o'  love  is  mine  I 

The  world  may  boast  its  tinselled  joys 

0'  fashion,  show,  and  gilded  sin, 

Gie  me  God's  world  o'  joy  without, 

A  world  o'  joy  at  hame  within  ! 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — The  river  is 
fining  down,  but  the  weather  has  been  terrible  for 
fishing.  I  had  three  dozen  roach  on  Nov.  21  and  a 
chubof  2Jlb.,  but  the  wind  was  fearfully  cutting.  Since 
tnen  we  have  had  the  fuU  force  of  the  blizzard  with 
snow,  and  few  anglers  have  been  seen  on  the  river. 
All  the  floating  leaves  have  passed  away,  so  anglers 
are  not  likely  to  be  troubled  in  this  respect.  Just 
after  sending  this  note  to  press  last  week  I  heard  of 
the  putting  into  the  Thames  in  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  waters  of  500  young  salmon.  The  fish,  which 
have  been  reared  at  the  Denham  Hatchery,  were 
conveyed  to  Windsor  in  ten  zinc  cans,  each  of 
which  contained  50  strong  healthy  salmon.  The 
cans  were  punted  across  the  river  to  the  west  part 
of  Romney  Island,  near  which,  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Grenfell,  Mr.  A.  W.  Ship!ey,  Mayor  of  Windsor, 
Dr.  Hornby,  the  Provost,  and  Dr.  Wane,  the  Head- 
master of  Eton  College,  and  others,  the  contents 
were  emptied  into  the  Thames.  What  the  result 
of  this  experiment  will  be  is  questionable  as  we 
have  not  yet  heard  of  the  return  of  any  of  the  fish 
placed  in  the  river  below  Teddington  Weir.  I  hear 
that  a  pike  of  9Jlb.  has  been  caught  at  Sunbury  and 
one  or  two  others  of  smaller  size  have  been  taken  in 
other  reaches.  Mr.  J.  F.  Cook  last  week  had  a  fine 
chub  of  41b.  9oz.  at  Cookham.  On  Nov.  18  Mr.  W. 
May  bury,  of  the  Good  Intent  A.S.,  had  251b.  of  fish 
from  the  bank  at  Henley. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir).— Water  in  excel- 
lent condition ;  roach  and  dace  have  been  feeding 
well.  Fishing  one  day  with  Mr.  George  Chapman 
and  Mr.  Adams  (May,  Davis  &  Co.),  we  caught  301b. 
of  fine  dace  and  roach.  Tides  all  next  week  will  be 
all  right. — Walter  McBride. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Wednesday  Night. 
— The  water  is  in  fair  condition  with  the  exception 
of  the  slight  fall  of  snow,  which  should  be  gone  by 
Nov.  27.  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  fishing  with  R.  Spong 
(professional),  caught  121b.  of  roach  and  dace,  one 
roach  weighing  l^Ib.  Mr.  T.  Auger,  on  Nov.  19 
with  Mr.  Woods,  got  101b.  of  good  roach.  Myself, 
fishing  with  Mr.  Gaskell  and  Mr.  Lansley,  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorials,  took  251b.  of  good  roach,  the 
latter  gentleman  capturing  a  fine  roach,  weighing 
lib.  6^oz. — John  Spong. 

Thames  (Weybridge).— We  fished  our  match 
with  Walton,  twelve  of  each  association,  with  two 
in  each  punt ;  about  71b.  of  fish  was  taken  by  the 
twenty-four  anglers,  Walton  being  the  winners,  and 
taking  all  prizes.  On  Nov.  21,  H.  Curr,  with  Mr.  F. 
Hamerton  (the  worthy  host  of  our  club),  had  a  nice 
take  of  roach,  best  scaling  lib.  2|oz.  T.  Strudwick, 
with  Mr.  H.  George,  the  same  afternoon,  a  nice 
take  of  roach,  best  six  fish  weighing  41b.  I  have 
not  been  out  myself,  and  do  not  know  of  any 
others. — Chas.  A.  Shaylor. 

Avon  (Biingivood). — This  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  angling.  Mr.  Jagels  took  a  pike  of 
8  Jib.  and  about  25  roach  on  the  17th.  Mr.  Wal 
Pink  also  took  several  pike,  but  nothing  above  4)b., 
with  some  very  nice  perch  up  to  l^lb.  Mr.  F.  E. 
Lnneon  also  got  some  perch  on  the  same  date  up  to 
21b.  On  the  18th  Colonel  Granby  Dalton  took  two 
pike  of  13|lb.  and  101b.  Mr.  F.  E.  Loneon  five 
pike,  the  largest  .51b.  Mr.  Wal  Pink  three  pike,  the 
largest  4lb.  On  the  19th  Mr.  Wal  Pink  two  pike 
13ilb  and  l?lb.  ;  Mr.  F.  E.  Loneon  also  got  thirty 
roach.  On  the  22nd  Mr.  J.  Clapp  got  about  tliirty- 
six  roach.  On  the  23rd  Mr.  Clapp  took  three 
pike  of  10 Jib.,- 13 Jib.  and  l?lb.— M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bure   (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District)  I  am 

sorry  to  have  to  report  very  inferior  sport  both  in 
pike  and  bottom  fishing.  Until  yesterday  (Nov.  20) 
the  weather  had  been  so  bright  and  calm  (excepting 
one  or  two  foggy,  still  days)  that,  combined  with 
exceptionally  clear  water,  conditions  had  bo.-n  all 
against  successful  angling.  Both  broads  and  river 
remain  most  extraordinarily  clear  (ona  may  see 
paste  sink  to  a  depth  of  4ft.  or  5ft.  in  calm  water), 


but  to-night  it  looks  like  a  change  of  weather,  wmd 
and  rain  threatening  ;  a  soaking  rain  would  do 
angling  a  lot  of  good.  All  along  through  the  season 
roach  fishing  has  been  very  much  below  the  average 
here,  and  the  upper  waters  at  Coltishall,  Lammas, 
etc.,  have  yielded  very  poor  averages  also.  The 
old  hands  up  there  are  complaining  that  none  of 
the  big  roach,  formerly  so  plentiful,  are  taken,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  they  are  cleared  out  or 
have  become  too  highly  educated  to  be  caught  in 
c!ear  water.  Several  visits  I  have  made  myself  to 
the  very  best  swims  have  yie'ded  very  poorly,  the 
fish  scarcely  averaging  ^Ib.  where  there  used  to  be 
plenty  of  pounders,  many  of  ipb.,  and  occasionally 
2-pounder3.  Pike  fishing  on  the  semi-public  waters 
is  at  present  very  slack.  On  Nov.  16  four  boats 
out  on  the  broad  had  no  fish.  On  Nov.  20  only  one 
or  two  up  to  5lb.  were  killed.  The  private  waters 
are  usually  only  accessible  to  local  anglers  with 
influence,  and  seldom  are  fished  until  the  shooting 
season  on  them  is  over.  Some  of  our  local  anglers 
now  appear  to  regard  sea  angling  at  Lowestoft  or 
Yarmouth  as  a  better  investment  of  time  and 
money,  and  certainly  the  splendid  sport  obtaining 
this  year  at  Lowestoft  supports  the  idea.  Until 
plenty  of  rain,  followed  by  brisk,  open  weather, 
occurs,  sport  will  remain  very  slack,  I  consider. — 
C.  H.  Taylor. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — In  the  main  river 
pike,  perch,  and  roach  have  been  caught  at  the 
usual  haunts,  while  in  the  Exeter  Canal  some  good 
catches  of  perch,  eels,  and  roach  have  been  made 
near  Turf,  Topsham,  Limekilns,  and  Countess  Weir  ; 
but  a  good  rainfall  would  improve  matters.  At 
Exmouth  Pier  at  night  some  good  bass  have  been 
taken  by  the  rod  fishermen,  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn, 
Perry,  Bastin,  White,  Dyer,  Beck,  and  others, 
which  is  quite  unusual  so  late  in  the  season ;  but 
the  severe  frost,  it  is  feared,  will  put  a  stop  to 
further  captures.  At  the  pier  entrance  and  in  the 
docks,  pollack,  mullet,  and  some  very  fine  smelt 
have  been  caught,  and  the  mullet  in  the  inner  dock 
are  numerous  and  of  fair  size.  A  conger  over  201b. 
was  caught  a  few  nights  back  by  Mr.  Harris. — Red 
Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntariea. — The  valley  of  the  Lea 
has  been  suddenly  plunged  into  winter,  and  pros- 
pects for  anglers,  particularly  those  who  fish  for 
roach,  are  far  from  promising.  Pike  and  perch 
ought  to  be  the  best  fish  to  try  for  now.  Several 
heavy  perch  have  lately  been  hooked  and  lost  at 
Hertford  Broadwater,  above  the  lock,  which  is  also 
a  good  spot  for  pike.  Some  roach  and  pike  have 
been  landed  between  here  and  Ware  during  the  past 
week,  but  no  pike  over  41b.  are  reported  captured. 
Two  beautiful  dace  of  lib.  7ioz.  and  15oz.  were 
taken  in  a  Lea  tributary  at  Hertford  on  Saturday. 
The  Lea  is  still  bright,  and  ice  has  formed  on  sonie 
parts. — IzAAK  Walton. 

liTUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  continue  low  and  clear.  The 
thick  fogs  of  last  week  have  gone  and  snow  fell  on 
Monday,  but  did  not  alter  the  water.  Sharp  frosts 
have  been  had  since,  and  the  grayling  have  been 
moving  fairly  well  from  twelve  to  two  in  the  day. 
Angling  has  been  rather  quiet ;  very  few  rods  out 
this  week,  but  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  nice 
fish  being  taken  with  grasshopper  and  flies.  The 
flies  to  use  are  the  Red  Tag,  Willow,  WTiirling  Blue, 
Gold  Tipped  Blue,  and  Green  Insect.  The  Pinsley 
is  in  order. — Gwynnb. 

Nene  (Petertaorongrh).  — The  weather  on  Wed- 
nesday was  woefully  bad,  several  inches  of  snow 
having  fallen  ;  consequently,  just  now,  angling  is  a 
bit  off  colour.  Although  we  have  no  particular 
catches  to  report  here  this  week,  at  Oundle  Mr. 
Hough  captured  three  fine  pike,  the  largest  scaling 
131b.  An  extraordinary  cast  of  the  net  was  made 
here  by  Mr.  A.  Stretton  whilst  bait  catching,  for 
one  haul  contained  three  pike,  one  olb.  in  weight, 
a  lib.  dace,  and  eighteen  good  baits  and  other  saiall 
fry.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).  —  Very  little 
evidence  of  fish  life  is  now  apparent.  The  bed  of 
the  stream  is  quite  deserted  by  the  trout,  which  are, 
for  the  most  part,  to  be  found  in  the  tributary 
brooks,  busy  with  the  spawning  operations.  It  is  at 
this  time  that  keepers  and  watchers  should  exercise 
great  vigilance  to  see  that  no  wanton  or  illicit 
destruction  of  trout  takes  place.  The  fish  are  easily 
caught  in  the  brooks  by  village  boys,  and — which 
is  worse — by  men  who  are  able  to  make  a  little 
money  by  the  sale  of  them,  although  they  cannot 
be  desirable  for  food.  T  was  informed,  a  few  daj-s 
ago,  that  a  heap  of  decomposing  spawn  was 
found  on  the  banks  of  one  of  the  best  brooks, 
proving  that  trout  had  been  taken  out  and  squeezed 
there.  This  has,  to  my  personal  knowledge, 
occurred  in  previous  years,  and  ought  to  be  sharply 
looked  out  for  and  the  offenders  punished. — 
Heron. 

SeTern.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy 
neoh). — Up  to  the  close  of  last  week  very  favom-- 
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able  weather  for  grayling  and  pike  fishing  prevailed 
here,  and  some  fair  sport  was  had  with  grayling 
above  and  below  Llanymynech,  and  also  in  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Tanat.  Several  pike  have 
also  been  captured  in  the  Severn  at  Llan- 
drinio,  as  well  as  in  the  Vyrnwy,  below  Llan- 
saintffraid.  On  Nov.  21,  however,  winter  set 
in  without  the  least  warning.  After  a  very  dull 
and  foggy  morning  sleet  and  snow  commenced 
falling,  and  continued  doing  so  for  some  hours, 
when  it  ceased  for  a.  time,  but  recommenced  in  the 
early  hours  of  Tuesday  morning,  when  so  much 
snow  fell  as  to  cover  the  ground  several  inches  deep. 
Snow  again  fell  on  Wednesday  afternoon  for  some 
hours,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night) 
it  is  much  warmer,  with  every  prospect  of  rain 
before  morning. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Water  very  clear,  and 
fish  are  feeding  badly.  Nothing  of  any  size  has 
been  taken,  and  it  seems  of  no  use  fishing.  On 
Nov.  22  we  had  a,  heavy  fall  of  snow,  which  melted 
rapidly,  although  I  do  not  think  enough  to  colour 
the  water.  To-night  (Wednesday,  Nov.  23)  it  is 
alternately  freezing  and  snowing,  and  fishing  pros- 
pects are  very  doubtful. — W.  T.  Bainbridoe. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
Frost  has  somewhat  suddenly  come  upon  us. 
Although  bright  sunshine  visited  us  during  the  day, 
it  was  freezing  in  the  shade.  Pike  have  given  sport 
on  the  Ouse.  At  Hamsey,  Mr.  F.  Stoddart  recently 
captured  a  brace  of  nice  fish  of  close  upon  r21b., 
Mr.  Kempshall  one  of  4lb.,  and  Mr.  A.  Snelgrave 
four,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  151b.  A  few 
roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  were  taken  at 
Berwick  on  Nov.  19.  A  small  pike  of  4|lb.,  taken 
near  Henfield,  is  the  only  noteworthy  record  from 
the  Adur.  The  free  water  at  Lewes  ha?  fished  badly 
of  late.  Visitors  to  the  Rother  have  taken  pike  up 
to  121b.,  some  smaller  fish  of  101b.  and  91b.  respec- 
tively. The  canal  at  Chichester  has  not  fished  so 
well  this  week.  A  brace  of  pike,  4Jlb.  and  4lb. 
respectively,  bream  up  to  l|lb.,  and  a  few  small 
perch  have  been  taken.  Weeds  in  all  waters  are 
fast  decaying,  but  a  good  freshet  is  needed  to  clear 
the  autumn  df'bria. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlrw). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  low,  but  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  changed  round  and  winter  has  now 
come.  Snow  fell  on  Monday  and  at  night  and 
Wednesday  afternoon,  but  did  not  interfere  with  the 
water.  Sharp  frosts  have  followed  with  bright 
simshiny  days.  Grayling  havebeen  moving  fairly  well 
of  late  during  midday  ;  a  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  used  Red  Tag,  Gold  Tipped  Blue,  Whirling  Blue, 
Willowand Green  Insect,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had. 
Maggot  fishing  has  accounted  for  some  fair  lots  of 
roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Fishing  in  the  water  above 
the  castle  on  Nov.  19  an  angler  landed  twelve  good 
grayling  with  Red  Tag  and  Gold  Tipped  Blue. 
With  maggot  nine  dace  and  chub  were  landed 
below  Ludford.  Pike  fishing  has  been  quiet,  but 
the  fish  are  coming  on  the  feed  again,  and  good 
sport  may  be  expected.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  order;  little  done  in 
them  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  con- 
tinues low  and  clear  and  in  good  order  for  grayling 
fishing.  Winter  has  come  'at  last.  Snowstorms 
were  had  on  Monday  and  covered  the  ground  about 
an  inch  deep.  At  night  severe  frosts  set  in  followed 
by  a  fine  sunshiny  day,  and  the  grayling  have  been 
on  the  move  fairly  well.  Angling  has  not  been 
brisk  this  week  on  account  of  the  change  in  the 
weather,  but  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport 
being  had  with  Red  Tag,^Whirling  Blue,  Willow  and 
Gold  Tip.  Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good. — 
Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — ^Weather  very  fine,  and  spinning 
for  pike  fairly  good  as  regards  the  number  of  runs. 
There  is  only  one  angler  heie  ;  he  is  getting  plenty 
of  runs,  but  the  fish  are  small ;  he  has  caught 
nothing  over   61b.    during  the   past  week.  —  W. 

ViCKERY. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire)  — These  rivers 
have  heen  in  good  order  for  angling,  but  only  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out  with  the  fly,  and  these  have 
fared  very  badly ;  those  who  have  fished  with  a  wet 
or  sunken  fly  have  done  the  best.  The  best  baskets 
have  been  taken  with  worm  and  maggot,  where 
this  mode  of  fishing  is  permitted.  Those  who  have 
fished  the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  have  taken  a 
few  nice  grayling.  There  have  also  been  some  very 
good  perch  taken  at  Whatstandwell  with  live 
minnow  and  worm.  The  weather  has  now  put  on 
its  winter  garb  as  there  is  nine  or  ten  inches  of 
snow  in  the  Peak  of  Derbyshire,  and  a  keen  frost — 
just  the  weather  for  swimming  the  worm.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  the  rumour  about  fish  being 
poisoned  in  the  Derwent  at  Calver  was  false.  Ten 
trout  were  killed  at  Calver  Mill ;  the  water  had  to 
be  dammed  up  whilst  some  repairs  were  done. 
When  the  water  was  lot  off  it  came  down  with  great 
force  and  dashed  the  fish  against  a  wall  and  stunned 


them,  and  were  afterwards  stranded.  Best  flies. 
Furnace  Fly,  Needle  Fly,  Ash  Dun,  and  Grey  Palmer. 
— Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — Up  to  Saturday  last  all  the  York- 
shire rivers  were  in  splendid  trim  for  grayling 
fishing.  Fair  sport  was  met  with  on  the  Yore  at 
Masham  and  Tanfield.  On  the  Wharfe  good  sport 
has  been  met  with  at  Harewood  and  Collingham 
Bridge,  Messrs.  Cook,  Robinson,  Westerman,  and 
Pickersgill  meeting  with  the  best  results.  Very 
little  angling  has  been  done  since  Saturday  last, 
owing  to  the  blizzard  of  wind  and  snow.  In  Swale- 
dale  the  snowdrifts  are  as  deep  as  ten  feet  in  places. 
The  storm  started  on  Monday  at  8  a.m.  with  thunder 
and  lightning.  In  Wensleydale,  one  correspondent 
says,  unless  you  have  the  road  cut  it  is  impossible 
to  get  along  the  banks  of  the  Yore  or  Swale. 
The  storm  is  the  severest  we  have  had  for  very 
many  years.  The  frosts  at  night  are  very  keen, 
with  a  searching  north-west  wind.  Many  of  the 
roads  have  been  impassable.  In  many  parts  of 
Ufjper  Wharfedale  the  roads  were  blocked  with 
snow,  at  Hebden  and  Kilnsey.  Outside  Grassington 
Station  the  snow  was  level  with  the  top  of  the  wall 
on  the  roadside.  On  Nov.  23,  the  weather  was  a 
little  warmer,  and  a  thaw  set  in  during  the  day, 
but  at  night  the  frost  was  again  very  keen.  A  few 
anglers  were  out  on  the  Nidd  on  Nov.  19 ;  sport 
was  fair  at  Cowthorpe.  Mr.  W.  Oliver  had  some  fine 
sport  amongst  the  coarse  fish,  his  basket  containing 
a  chub  of  31b.  SJoz  — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  autumn  salmon  angling  season  in  the  Tweed 
district  and  in  Scotland  closes  on  Wednesday, 
Nov.  30,  and  no  change  in  the  conditions  of  weather 
or  water  that  may  happen  in  the  interval  will 
prevent  it  from  being  an  unqualified  failure.  The 
preceding  spring  fishing  was  similarly  unsatis- 
factory, so  that  the  year  1904  wiU  take  its  place  in 
angling  records  as  one  of  the  woist  experienced 
over  a  long  period.  The  weather  has  not  improved, 
the  only  change  being  that  the  recent  summer-like 
conditions  have  given  place  to  frost  and  snow,  and 
even  should  a  lower  temperature  set  in  the  result 
will  be  a  dash  of  "snaw  brae,"  which  will  make 
things  even  worse  than  before.  Ednam  House. — 
On  Nov.  15,  Mr.  J.  Wood  had  two  salmon.  On 
16th,  Mr.  Chancellor,  two  salmon.  On  17th,  Mr.  J. 
Wood,  one  salmon,  and  on  19th,  one.  Cobnhill. — 
On  Nov.  14,  Dr.  Rutherford  caught  one  salmon  of 
191b.,  and  Mr.  Bramwell,  one  grilse  of  61b.  On 
15th,  Mr.  Crocker  caught  one  salmon  of  121b.,  one 
grilse,  and  one  sea-trout.  On  17th,  Mr.  Crocker, 
one  salmon  of  221b.  Milne  Gradea. — Captain 
Milne  Home,  on  Nov.  18,  caught  one  salmon  of 
131b.,  and  on  19th,  one  of  13Jlb.  Bdlside. — On 
Nov.  14,  Mrs.  Davies  caught  one  salmon  of  16lb. 
On  15th,  Mr.  J.  Scott,  off  Gala,  one  grilse  of  71b., 
and  Mrs.  Davies,  one  sea-trout  of  12^1b.,  and  one 
grilse  of  6|lb.  On  16th,  Mr.  J.  Scott  Plummer  had 
two  salmon  of  17ilb.  and  15lb.,  and  on  17th,  one 
grilse  of  6  ^Ib.  On  18th,  Mrs.  Davies,  one  salmon 
of  141b.,  and  on  19th,  one  of  181b.  HENfeERSYDE. 
— On  Nov.  11,  Mr.  Taylor,  one  salmon  of  21|lb., 
and  one  grilse  of  51b.  On  12th,  Colonel  Cavage, 
three,  221b.,  141b.,  and  81b.;  Mr.  Taylor,  three, 
22Jlb.,  211b.,  and  151b.  On  15th,  Mr.  Taylor, 
six  salmon  and  one  grilse,  31^1b.,  231b.,  221b., 
19Jlb.,  19Alb.,  18^1b.,  and  6ilb.  ;  Captain  Byron, 
three,  231b.,  191b.,  and  8lb.  ;  Sir  Richard  Waldie 
Griffith,  one,  191b.  On  16th,  Mr.  Taylor,  two,  231b. 
and  181b. ;  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  one,  141b. 
On  17th,  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  three,  22ilb., 
14^1b.,  and  131b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  two,  20Jlb.  and 
171b.;  Lady  Douglas,  two,  151b.  and  131b.  On  18th, 
Lady  Anstruther,  two,  19lb.  and  18lb.  ;  Sir  Ralph 
Anstruther,  two,  18ilb.  and  171b.  On  19th,  Sir 
Ralph  Anstruther,  three,  17ilb.,  14lb.,  and  61b.; 
Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  one,  18lb.  On  21st, 
General  Paton,  one,  ll}lh.  ;  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  one, 
131b.  BiRGHAM. — On  Nov.  16,  Colonel  Cavage, 
one  salmon,  121b.  :  Lord  Dunglass,  two,  15lb.,  15lb. 
On  17th,  Major  F.  W.  Kerr,  two,  171b.,  171b.  ; 
Colonel  Cavage,  one  salmon,  201b.,  and  two  grilse, 
91b.,  81b.  On  I8th,  Lord  Dunglass,  three  salmon, 
321b.,  161b.,  151b. ;  Major  F.  W.  Kerr,  two,  151b.,  151b. 
On  19th,  Lady  Margaret  D.  Home,  three,  171b., 
16Jlb.,  161b.;  General  Sir  Henry  Trotter,  two 
salmon  and  one  grilse,  221b.,  181b.,  and  91b.  On 
22nd,  Fev.  Ivor  Grahame,  one  salmon,  211b. 
Spbouston. — General  Sir  Henry  Trotter,  Captain 


PiKR  Tackle. — The  Hanos.ite  Spinner  has  given  the  greatest 
sati.sfaction  to  tliousands  of  Anglers  ;  l<ills  Hsli  when  no  other 
bait  will.  Is.  Oil.  each.  Preserverl  Natural  Baits,  Is.  (id.  per 
bottle.  The  Westerman  Spinner,  for  natural  or  preserved  bait,  is 
used  l)y  all  the  leading  Yorkshire  pike  flshers.  la.  each.  Spin- 
ning 'J'races,  6d.  and  Is.  Live  Hait  Traces,  4d.  Jardine  Snaps, 
Strongest  Salmon  Gut  Traces,  Is.  Gd.  All  post  free.— .f.  E.  MiLLKll, 
Northern  Anglers'  Uep6t,  Leeds,  Telegrams,  "Piscator,  Leeds.,' 


Gerald  Trotter,  and  Mr.  Stobbart  caught  upwards 
of  twenty  salmon  last  week.  On  Nov.  18,  eight 
were  caught,  and  on  the  19th,  seven,  full  details  not 
yet  to  hand.  Lennel. — On  Nov.  18,  Mr.  Taylor 
landed  two  salmon,  281b.  and  24lb.  Norham. — On 
Nov.  9,  Mr.  R.  Brown  had  one  salmon,  151b.  On 
Nov.  12,  Mr.  Hardy,  four  salmon,  and  Mr.  Hardy, 
jun.,  one  grilse,  61b.  Lees  Water. — On  Nov.  17, 
Mr.  Kidson,  Sunderland,  had  eight  fish  weighing 
respectively,  34lb.,  281b.,  261b.,  I71b.,  161b.,  161b., 
81b.,  and  7ib. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  very  mild  weather 
of  the  past  month  came  to  a  sudden  end  on  Nov.  21 
with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  succeeded  by  very  keen 
frosts.  This  put  a  stop  to  pike  fishing  on  the  canals 
and  lakes.  Reports  from  the  Six-mile,  Lagan,  and 
Crossgar  all  show  that  brown  trout  spawning  is 
well  advanced.  Unfortunately  there  is  much  poach- 
ing on  the  smaller  unprotected  streams,  which  are 
badly  in  need  of  constabulary  supervision. — J.A.B. 

Uonme  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
Brown  trout  spawning  is  well  advanced  on  the 
Mourne  and  the  Glenelly,  Derg,  Finn,  etc.,  these 
being  [early  rivers  for  S.  fario.  It  is  believed  that 
there  is  more  spawning  salmon  up  now  than  there 
was  atthe  same  time  last  year.  The  Newtown  Stewart 
Hatchery  will  shortly  start  operations.  There  is  a 
pretty  good  staff  of  bailiffs  employed  in  protection 
duty,  and  any  poaching  carried  on  is  in  the  remote 
hinterlands.- — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligfs. — Though  the  weather  has  been 
I'cry  cold,  sport  of  a  good  description  has  been  had 
on  a  couple  of  days.  On  one  day  four  anglers  got 
seventy-six  whiting,  thirteen  bream.  111  gurnard, 
and  ten  miscellaneous  fish,  and  other  good  takes 
have  been  recorded.  A  few  hake  and  haddock 
have  been  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  week.  Pol- 
lack anglers  had  from  five  to  a  dozen  fish  daily. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Bnrnham-on-Cronch. — Up  to  Saturday  (Nov.  19) 
very  fair  takes  of  whiting,  pout,  and  dabs  were  had. 
Sport  was  very  poor  on  Nov.  20;  ]Mr.  Girdler,  of 
the  Junior  Piscatorials,  caught  a  few  dabs  and 
whiting.  One  day  last  week,  W.  Hawes,  junior, 
out  with  a  party,  had  501b.  of  fish.  J.  Hawkes 
and  myself  on  Friday  afternoon  (Nov.  18)  caught 
fifty-seven  good  dabs,  pout,  and  whiting  in  the 
Ness  hole.  F.  Wade,  fishing  close  to  us,  caught 
some  very  large  dabs  and  whiting,  hand-lining. 
Other  boats  also  had  some  good  fish.  This  week 
angling  is  at  a  standstill.  The  heavy  fall  of  snow, 
the  strong  winds,  and  frost  we  are  having  will  send 
the  fish  out  of  the  river  into  deeper  water.  The 
tides  will  not  be  suitable  for  angling  on  Nov.  27. — 
J.  Wright. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Until  the  strong  breeze  of 
Nov.  22  stirred  the  water  and  gave  it  some 
colour,  daylight  fishing  from  the  pier  had  not  shown 
any  signs  of  improvement,  and  the  night  returns 
have  not  been  over  grand.  During  the  dense  fog 
which  prevailed  on  Friday,  Nov.  18,  a  few  codling 
and  pouting  were  caught,  but  no  whiting  whatever, 
and  in  the  evening  Mr.  J.  Allen  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woolff  only  secured  a  few  small  codling.  Saturday, 
Nov.  19,  witnessed  no  improvement,  either  by 
day  or  night,  and  but  few  rods  were  in  evidence. 
Better  sport  was  obtained  on  Nov.  20  by  those 
who  put  in  an  early  appearance,  but  the 
remainder  of  the  day  proved  almost  a  blank. 
Some  half  dozen  rods  accounted  for  a  couple  of 
score  of  mixed  varieties  at  night,  but  most  of  them 
were  of  small  size.  Sport  again  proved  fair  on  the 
morning  of  Nov.  21,  but  the  whiting  then  taken 
were  small,  and  no  codling  of  more  than 
21b.  came  to  hand.  Nov.  22  was  most 
uninviting,  a  strong  north  -  west  wind  and 
driving  snow  showers  obtaining  throughout  the 
day,  yet  a  goodly  number  of  anglers  of  both 
sexes  put  in  an  appearance  and  indulged  in  a 
previously  arranged  friendly  competition,  extending 
from  9.30  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Those  taking  part  in  it 
comprised  Mrs.  and  Miss  Brooks,  Mrs.  Holmes,  Mrs. 
P.  C.  Edgar,  Miss  La  Thangue,  Mr.  Finn,  Mr.  T.  P. 
Holmes,  Mr.  Edgar,  Mr.  Memess,  Mr.  Band,  Mr. 
Welch,  Mr.  Philp,  Mr.  A.  Brooks,  Mr.  Lackman, 
Major  Seymour,  and  Mr.  Seal.  When  the  welcome 
sound  of  the  whistle  announced  the  termination  of 
the  struggle,  the  fish  were  duly  weighed  in  within 
the  pavilion,  and  the  respective  winners  of  first  and 
second  prizes  declared  to  be  Mr.  Welch  and  Mr. 
Larkman.  A  good  catch  of  whiting  was  made  in 
quick  time  early  in  the  evening,  but  afterwards 
ruled  particularly  slow.  The  whiting  bit  fairly  well 
for  a  short  time  upon  the  draw  of  the  flood  tide  on 
Nov.  23,  but  the  water  assumed  its  wonted  clear- 
ness with  marvellous  rapidity,  and  poor  returns 
were  made  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. — J. 
Rkhahdson  (B.S.A.S.). 
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Flymontli. — The  weather  has  not  been  so  very- 
good  this  week — a  little  more  rain  and  wind,  but, 
nevertheless,  fine  days  between.  The  bass  are  very 
plentiful  just  now,  and  some  fine  ones  are  being 
taken.  A  friend  fishing  near  the  breakwater  had 
one  that  weighed  91b.  13oz.,  and  he  caught  it  on  a 
piece  of  fat.  He  was  fishing  for  mullet  with  a 
No.  6  turned  down  eyed  on  single  gut,  and  he 
managed  to  land  it.  Some  very  fine  ones  have  also 
been  taken  at  the  Millbay  Pier,  and  Hamoaze  seems 
pretty  full  of  tliem.  The  whiting  boats  have  not 
been  doing  much  on  account  of  the  weather— no 
wind  to  get  out  or  too  much  to  be  nice — still  plenty 
of  fish  when  the  wind  suits.  Pier  fishing  has  not 
been  very  brisk  either,  only  some  pollack,  bass,  and 
smelt. — Welliam  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Rams^ate  — Fog,  snow,  and  wind  have  much 
interfered  with  fishing,  still  some  boats  have  been 
out  and  have  done  fairly  well.  On  Nov.  19  Messrs. 
Tanton  and  Muggeridge  had  eight  score  of  whiting 
and  codling  in  a  little  over  two  hours'  fishing  in  tlie 
morning.  Mr.  Muggeridge  had  five  score  in  the 
afternoon,  and  Miss  Clayton  and  Mr.  Edwards  six 
score  on  the  afternoon  tide.  Mr.  Pine  on  Nov.  20 
had  about  thirty  codling  and  some  fine  pouting. 
Messrs.  Tanton  and  E.  Muggeridge  did  well  with 
about  ten  score  of  mixtures.  From  the  West  and 
Iron  Piers  some  nice  codling  have  been  taken. 
Weather  very  coli.  If  we  do  not  get  another  blow- 
up codling  should  be  plentiful  for  the  week-end. — 
Grey  Mullett. 

Soathwold. — Both  pier  and  boat  fishing  still 
remain  unfortunately  poor,  no  interesting  takes 
during  the  week  aie  to  be  recorded.  Mr.  G.  E. 
Beasley  (B.S.A.S.)  has  taken  from  the  pier  a 
wliiting  of  lib.  8ioz.,  which,  so  far,  occupies  the 
premier  position  for  the  Pier  Complimentary  Annual 
Season  Ticket.  Mr  Kingston  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  securing  a  14lb.  cod  whilst  boat-fishing  a  few 
days  since,  and  also  on  the  fact  that  he  landed  five 
score  of  whiting  from  a  boat  the  previous  day.  A 
codhng  of  6-jlb.  wastaken  on  the  20th  from  the  pier, 
and  a"small  one  on  the  23rd  of  3|lb.  by  Mr.  Beasley 
(B.S.A.S.).  The  last-named  was  in  singularly  poor 
condition,  and  he  with  others,  can  lay  claim  to  no 
sport  at  all  to  speak  of  during  the  23rd  among 
whiting.  Sprats,  however,  are  reaching  us  in  large 
quantities. — L.  B.  Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — Weather  very  fine.  The 


boats  go  out  every  night  for  conger,  and  all  are 
having  good  sport.  One  boat  last  Friday '(Nov.  18) 
landed  5cwt.  of  conger,  the  largest  scaling  0.51b. — 

W.  ViCKERY. 

Walton-on-ITaze.  —  Very  little  sport  to  record 
owing  to  fog  and  wind.  A  good  few  strings  of 
whiting  have  been  brought  ashore  from  boats,  and 
a  few  whiting,  codling,  and  dabs  from  pier.  Hope 
to  have  better  sport  to  record  next  week.  Blowing 
half  a  gale. — J.  R.  Robin.son. 

Weymoutli. — The  weather  for  some  time  now 
has  been  exceptionally  fine,  brilliant  sunshine  being 
tha  order  of  the  day,  it  being  more  like  early  spring 
than  dull  November.  Boat  fishing  has  been  pretty 
good,  some  good  takes  of  pollack  and  bass  having 
been  taken.  E.  Haggett  has  been  very  fortunate, 
his  daily  catches  being  |owt.  or  more  of  pollack, 
ranging  in  weight  from  lib.  to  61b.  He  also  took  a 
fine  sea-bream  of  3Hb.  Pier  and  harbour  fishing 
has  not  been  very  good,  but  with  the  colder 
weather  sport  will  be  sure  to  look  up.  There  are  a 
lot  of  pouting  being  caught  from  the  new  break- 
water, averaging  Jib.  upwards.  Some  good  cod 
and  bass  have  been  landed  by  the  net  fishermen. — 
Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


Ilssociafions,  e(c. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
On  Nov.  16  the  usual  meeting  was  first  held,  and 
the  business,  which  included  the  passing  of  the 
account  for  the  quarter  ended  Sept.  29,  being 
quickly  disposed  of,  the  rest  of  the  evening  was 
taken  up  by  a  reading  and  concert,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
presiding.  Mr.  Armitage  read  a  paper,  entitled, 
"  Some  Anglers  I  Have  Met."  He  described,  in  a 
somewhat  amusing  style,  different  types  of  anglers 
— the  patient  and  the  impatient,  the  methodical 
and  the  careless  angler — and  having  related  some  of 
his  e:;periences,  he  endeavoured  to  impress  upon 
his  audience  that,  after  all,  angling  was  a  recreation 
and  not  a  laborious  task.  He  received  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks.  A  concert  followed,  and  great 
credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Marks  who  arranged  the  pro- 
gramme. Mr.  Wood  Barrett  (baritone)  delighted 
all  present  with  three  capital  songs,  his  powerful 
rendering  of  "I'll  sing  thee  songs  of  Araby  "  being 
much  applauded.    Messrs.  T.    .Adams,  Arlington, 


J.  Barnett,  Cracknell,  and  others  also  kindly  con- 
tributed songs,  Mr.  Gillingham  accompanying.  The 
secretary  gave  "  'I'ho  Society,"  and  the  usual  loyal 
toast  from  the  chair  brought  a  pleasant  evening  to 
a  close.  Our  Christmas  outing  and  competition 
takes  place  on  Dec.  4  at  Harefield. — E.  B. 

Briny  Anglers. 

The  Buriiharn-on-Crouch  Competition  which  was 
to  have  been  held  on  Nov.  27  has  been  postponed 
till  a  later  date  on  account  of  the  small  number  of 
entries  for  same. — G.  B.  Bullock. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at  the  Broad- 
street  Restaurant,  E.G.,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Cox  presiding.  Fishing  reports  were  very  numerous, 
but  generally  speaking  results  of  the  pike  and  perch 
competition  were  not  up  to  expectations.  How- 
ever, some  capital  pike  had  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Aplin  in  the  Arun,  best  fish,  171b.  and  131b.  ;  Mr. 
A.  Ives,  at  the  society's  Wraysbury  water,  had  also 
done  well,  taking  eight  fish,  totalling  3olb.  (best, 
8  Jib.);  Mr.  Salisbury,  also  at  Wraysbury,  had  taken 
good  dace  ;  jack,  some  of  fair  size,  had  been  taken 
at  Tilehiirst  by  Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  and  in  various  private 
waters  by  Messrs.  Green,  Higgs,  and  W.  Mcintosh  ; 
Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  exhibited  several  good  chub  from 
Wargrave  ;  Mr.  Grubb  and  Messrs.  Graham,  senior 
and  junior,  had  taken  some  nice  chub,  roach,  and 
tench.  Some  twenty  or  more  members,  including 
Messrs.  Dryden,  Hollands,  Hurren,  Gilbert,  Bellamy, 
and  Snare,  had  fished  at  Burnham-on-Crouch  during 
the  previous  few  days.  However,  results— with  the 
exception  of  the  last  two  or  three  gentlemen,  who 
had  4lb.  or  51b.  each — were  not  very  large,  whilst  Mr. 
Begernie  and  others  fishing  at  Leigh  had  taken 
flatfish.  An  addition  was  made  to  the  library  by 
Mr.  Bentley.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  having  been 
duly  honoured,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
genial  chairman  terminated  the  proceedings.  On 
Tuesday  ne-M,  (Nov.  29),  commencing  at  8  p.m. 
punctually,  there  will  be  a  "  musical  evening,"  when 
medals  already  awarded  during  the  present  season 
will  be  presented,  and  as  ladies  are  invited  and 
a  capital  programme  prepared,  a  very  successful 
evening  is  anticipated.  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell, 
vice-president,  is  expected  to  take  the  chair,  and 
formal  business  will  only  be  transacted  between 
7  and  8  p.m. — Hon.  Sec. 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ABISODON,  B,  Berks,  61 ;  68.  5d. 
ADDLESTONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  28.  2d. 
ALTHORNE  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 
Amberlet  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 

ridge'3  Excursion,  33.  6d.). 
Amersham  (Misboum),  I,  Bucks,  23t ;  2s.  3d. 
Ampthii-L  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 
Ardleioh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56  ;  4s.  9d. 
Arlesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  33.  lid. 
ASHCRST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  .33.  4d. 
Acdley  E.yi)  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  33.  6id. 
Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48  ;  3s.  8d. 
Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  53.  6d. 
Battlesbridre  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  4id. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  53. 
Berkhampstead  (G.J.C),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s.  lid. 
BrooLESWADE  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  43.  4d. 
BILLERICAY  (Che)mer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 
BiLLl.NGHCRST  (Ariin),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  8d. 
Bishop's  Stortkord  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9id. 
Bletohley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46i  ;  4s.  lid. 
Blcnham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68 ;  5s.  3d. 
BLrNTiSHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 
Bottisham,  a,  Cambs,  61i ;  53.  lid. 
Boi  RNE  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28}  ;  38. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22f  ;  2s.  8d. 
BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24}  ;  23.  6d. 
Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  33.  lOd. 
Bka.ndon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86t ;  7s.  3id. 
Bralohi.vo  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30t ;  2s.  7id. 
BRifiKET  Wool)  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  23. 
JiROXBOLRNB  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  171  ;  Is.  6d. 
BiNTlNOPORD  (Rib),  Herts,  33J  ;  23.  lid. 
Blkes  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54  ;  43.  6Jd. 
JiL'RNHAM-ON-CROUOH,  A,  Essex,  30  ;  38.  3d. 
BCRNT  Ken  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77*;  6s.  6d. 
Bl  rnt  Mill  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25 ;  Is.  llld. 
BusHKY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 
Byeleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  2H  ;  2s.  3d. 
CA.STLE   HEDINOHAM  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  561 ; 

4s.  Hid. 

Chaleont  R,oai>  (Misboum),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  2s. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  501 ;  43.  2id. 
C'HEDDINOTON  (Ca,n&\),  H,  Bucks,  .36  ;  33.  9d. 
Ohf,l.msporI)  ((;helmer).  A,  Essex,  291 ;  2s.  6id. 
CflERTSEY  (Thames),  I>,  Surrey,  221 ;  2s.  4d. 
CHE.SHAM  (Ches3),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
C'HESHLNT  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14i ;  Is.  2d. 
CmowKLL  Lane  (ii/)dinj<).  A,  Essex,  l.'jl ;  Is.  lid. 
Chiltern  Green  (l^ea),  O,  Herts,  27  ;  23.  8d. 
Chol-mey  (Tliames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorlky  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
Ohop.ley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20 ;  Is.  lod. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  58.  3d. 
COBHA.H  (Mole),  I),  Surrey,  18i  ;  23. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51)  ;  48.  4}d. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  .57}  ;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  161 ;  Is.  8d. 
Cook  HAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  251 ;  2s.  lOd. 
OoWDKN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 

Great  Western  (Paddiugton). 

South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge 

and  New  Cross). 
South-Western  (Waterloo). 


E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

F.  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

G.  Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

H.  North-Western  (Euston). 

I.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 


Cranbrook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
Cromer,  a,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 
Cdlham  (Thames),  B,  O.xon,  561  ;  5s.  lOd. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28*  ;  2s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  23.  8d. 
DowNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  861 ;  7s.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  761 ;  53.  4d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30 ;  33. 6d. 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  Old. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70}  ;  53.  Hid 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Eppinq  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5id. 
ESHER  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Fittleworth  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  53.  3d. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40 ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39 ;  3s.  6d. 
Fclwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12i  ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  (Jxford,  441 ;  4s.  9d. 
Gol'DHURST  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s. 
Gt.  Chestkrford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  lOid. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missenden  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76};  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  33.  2d. 
Gunton  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,"l38  ;  lOs. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstbad  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8id. 
Hampton  (I'hames),  D,  Middlesex,  141 ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14} ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  33.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  2s.  l}d. 
HAltPENDKN  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s.  5d. 
Hap.TFIELI)  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (f.ea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield  PEVEREL(Chelmer), A, Essex,36  ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkiiurst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  48. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  }{,  Oxon,  351  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (I.ea),  A  E,  Herts,  241 ;  23.  6d. 
High  Baisnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  111 ;  Is. 
HILGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88} ;  68.  lOid. 
Horley  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  28.  8d. 
Horsham  (Anm),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HoRSMONDEN  (.Medway),  C,  40  ;  4s. 
Horsted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36} ;  38.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58}  ;  6s.  2d. 
Hythe,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

IRCHESTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  63.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42i  ;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenhkath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  63.  Hid. 
Langford  Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3}d.   (Change  at  Witham.) 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  161 ;  Is.  8d. 
Leaqrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Sm-rey,  19}  ;  2s. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 
Lingfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 
LiTTLEPORT  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76  ;  63.  5d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  5s.  2}d. 
LouGHTON  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  Old. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  1171 ;  lis. 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  241 ;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  53.  Old. 
March  (Nene,  &c.).  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Makks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  Hid. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 
MiDHURST  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  761 ;  63.  4}d. 
MoULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  91 ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134 ;  lOs. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  5s.  4d. 
OFFORD  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55}  ;  6s.  lOd. 
ONGaR  CRoding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll}d. 
OXTED  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  23.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31} ;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  CVer),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Pdlborough  (Ar\in),  P,  Sussex,  50 ;  58.  (By 

Eldridge's  Excursions,  33.  6d.). 
Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
Radley,  B,  Berks,  58i  ;  6s.  2d. 
READING  (Tliames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  23. 
RlCKMAl^woiiTH  (Colne)  H  I,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
OYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22i   Is.  9d. 


RUDGWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  Is.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20 ;  2s.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20} ;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  511 ;  5s.  5d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29 ;  23.  31d. 
Selham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  58  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  33.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs.  55  ;  4s.  5id. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  201 ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18} ;  23. 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  O.xford,  35}  ;  3s.  7d. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  191 ;  2s. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  291 ;  2s.  6}d. 
Stanstead  (.Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  581 ;  4s.  Hid. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47} ;  4s.  lid. 
Thatoham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A.  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  33. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
Tonbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  33.  3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
Twyford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
Uxbridge  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  151;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23  ;  2s.  6d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  221 ;  Is.  Hd. 
Wargrave,  B,  Berks,  33 ;  3s.  5d. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  53.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46  ;  4s. 
Wendovbr,  I,  Bucks,  331 ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  iliddlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 
West  JIill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  9}d. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  28. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
WiCKFOKD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26 ;  2s.  ad. 
Widford  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  28.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  211 ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  33.  3}d. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24}; 
23.  6d. 

Woodham  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thames  &  Colne),  D,  Bucks,  21} ; 
2s.  3d. 

Wroxham  (Broads,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  122};  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Wye  (Stour),  C,  60}  ;  6s. 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  381 ;  43. 
Yarmouth  (Bare,  <fec.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 
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LOWESTOFT 

for  Sea  Angling. 

THE  LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 

Headquarters— IMPERIAL  HOTEL. 
Frequent  Matches,  Splendid  Prizes. 
Members,  2s.  &d.  per  annum.  Competi- 
tions for  the  Handsome  Nookolds  Chal- 
lenge Cup  for  aggregate  takes  in  Matches. 
Pull  particulars  on  application  to  Lewis 
T.  Johnson,  Hon.  Secretary,  Harley 
House,  Lowestoft. 

LOWESTOFT. 

ROYAL  HOTEL. 

HIGH-CLASS. 

ENGLISH  COOKING. 

ENGLISH  WAITERS. 


Week-End  Tickets  from  Liverpool  St., 
Ipswich,  Cambridge,  Peterboro'. 


THE  YARMOUTH  STORES,  LTD. 

(Late  BRAND). 
The  Old-Established  Fishing  Tackle 
Shop,  near  the  Bridge. 

A  Large,  New,  and  Up-to-date  Stock  of  every 
description  of  Tackle  for  Sea  and  River  Fisliing. 

BAIT    FRESH  DAILY. 
 LUG  WORMS,  OtZ.   PER  100. 

THE  IMPERIAL  HOTEL 

(Opposite  the  Central  Station  and  in  centre  of 
town), 

Headquarters  of  the 
LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Electric  Lisht  thronsrhout.    Spacious  Winter 

Garden.    Wine  and  Spirits  of  the  Finest  Quality. 

Special  Terms  to  Anglers.    Tariff  on  application. 

R.  WALLER  &  SONS 

Confectioners  &  Wine  Merchants, 
OPPOSITE  PIER  &  YACHT  BASIN. 

Fishing  Parties  given  special  attention. 
Price  List  on  application. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  acoommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  oharges 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HONTS, 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 

Apply— Donald  Walker,  Mana^inK  Director. 


CHRISTMAS  CASES 

Containing  3  bottles  Claret;  2  Sherry; 
2  Port ;  2  Champagne ;  1  Brandy ;  1 
Whisky  ;  1  Gin ;  carriage  paid  to  any 
railway  station  in  England  for  25/-  and 
30/-.  Cash  with  order. 
LLOYD  &  CO.,  5,  Great  Winchester 
Street.  B.C. 


TO  PIKE  FISHERMEN. 
H.  JOHNSON'S   Nottingham  -  made 
Pike  Tackle. 

Send  1/6  for  three  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  quality. 
One  Nottingham  Saddle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead, 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Spinning 
Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel,  and 
Trace  complete.  50  yards  of  Plaited  Pike  Line, 
will  lift  16  lbs.,  1/6  ;  .'iO  yards  extra  strong,  will 
lift  22  lbs.,  1/9.— 155,  Waterway  Street,  Netting 
ham. 


RAINBOW  TROUT 

FOR  SALE. 


MARINA  THEATRE, 

LOWESTOFT. 

The  acme  of  modem  comfort  and  ease, 

BOX  OFFICE  : 

Messrs.  Howletts'  Music  Warehouse,  London 
Road  ;  or  Telephone  No.  oi86. 

No  charge  for  Booking.    Patrons'  cycles  stored 
free  of  charge. 
ERNEST  A.  SMITH,  Lessee. 


RICHES  NOCKOLDS,  Hou^s^eKW 

727,  London  Road  and  Mill  Road. 
Large  Stock  of  M(j(lern.  and  Antique  Furniture, 
Choice  Specimens  of  Lowestoft  China.  Grand 
fathers'  Clocks,  Books,  Pictures,  and  Engravings, 


Pier  Boarding  EstaWistunent. 

UNIQUE  POSITION. 
DIRECTLY  FACING  THE  SEA  AND  PIER. 
Close  to  Station. 

Good  Table.   Special  Tariff  to  Anglers. 

Proprietress — Mes.  W.  SMALL. 


TUTTLE  &  SONS,  LTD.,  FuSng^ltores, 
BOJV  MARCHE. 

TUTTLE  &  SONS,  LTD.,  Grocery  Stores 

Commercial  Road. 

Ask  for  our  Cash  Grocery  and  Drapery  Price  List 


T  OWESTOFT,  EAST  COAST.— TO  BE  LET, 
ii  FURNISHED,  charming  detached  FAMILY 
KESIDENCE,  standing  on  Cliffs.  Magnificent 
sea  view.  3  reception,  9  bedrooms,  bath 
gardens,  tennis  lawns,  stabling,  and  lodge.— 
Apijly,  Messrs.  NoTLKT,  Lowestoft. 


TO  ANGLERS. 

Experienced  Boatmen  (speci.ally  recom- 
njendtd  by  Lowestoft  Corresiiondent  of  "F.  G."). 

Boats,  Bait,  and  Tackle  provided.    Apply  to 
Stocks,  Durrant,  or  James'  Yacht  Basin,  Lowestoft. 


WHERRY  HOTEL, 

OULTON  BROAD,  LOWESTOFT. 
Entirely  re-lmilt  and  lilted  with  every  Modern 
Convenience.  Pleasantly  situated  on  the  lianks 
of  the  most  famous  of  the  N'orfolk  and  Suffolk 
Broads.  Every  Accominoilation  and  Comfort  for 
Visitors.  Boarding  and  Inclusive  Terms  liy 
Arrangement.  Lighted  tlii-oiigliout  byElcctricity. 
A  well-kept  Bowling  Green.  Sailing  and  Kowing 
Boats,Yachts,  and  Thames  Skiff  s  for  Hire.  Grand 
Pike  and  Coarse  Fishing.  Head-quarters  of  the 
Waveney  Sailing  Club  and  Oulton  Broad  Cycling 
Club,  A  fine  Billianl  Room  attached. 
Tei.,  A'n.  (119.     THOMAS  HORNE,  Proprietor. 


Quantity  of  Yearlings. 

Apply — Frederic  Powkes,  Wrayinires 
Fishery,  Hawkshead,  Windermere. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  ne.ar  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.). 
Country  headquartei  s,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefteld 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  About  1,400 
fish  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
April. — For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Secbetart, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

Presi(ien«— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  Bakt. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meeiinqs  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


CITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  -  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  ESQ.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  the 
Broad  Street  Restaurant,  E.C.  (entrance.  Worm- 
wood Street).  Among  other  privileges,  members 
have  the  exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the 
Society's  extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close 
to  Wraysbury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of 
Hon.  Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— hO^V)  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  a  capital  Fishery  on  the  Kennet,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  Is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  information,  apply  to  the  Secretary. 
Suhiicription  piiiiable  from  ./atmai-ti  1. 


Bend  a  Fostoard  for  a  Sample  Cord  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 


Roach 
Barbel 
PUie 
Salmon 


la.  6d. 
is.  Od. 
88.  6d. 
is.  6d. 


Per  100  yards. 
White  or  Neutral 
Green 
on  Boards. 


The  New  "INVINCIBLH"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  (ray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

M     RiRNPQ  WHOLKBALE  AND  RITAIL 

111.  nAKHfia,  pisHiNQ  TACKI.E  MAKER. 

Ht.  Swithins  Sanars.  LnrooLN. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

Brimpton,  nr.  Reading. 

TROUT  for  Rivers  and  Streams. 

TROUT  for  Lakes  and  Reservoirs. 

TROUT  for  Stocking  Ponds. 
Owners  of  water  sent  full  particulars  on 
application  to  Manaokr. 


CRAYLINC  FISHING. 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
Fkkdeeio  Hdghes,  Architect.Worcester 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

_t-  

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Levens,  and 
Rainbow  Trout. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds 
RAINBOWS  AT  REDUCED  PRICES. 

For  price  lists  and  particulars  apply 
Theo.  F.  Tracy,  Exebridge,  via  Tiverton 
Devon. 


DRY  FLY  FISHING. 

A  ROD  CAN  BE  HAD 

on  the  Lullingstone  Stretch  of  the  Darenth  (the 
pick  of  the  river).  Price  £100.  Last  season's 
bag— .3  Hods  (of  whom  one  fished  only  9  days)— 
22(i  trout,  averaging  14i  oz.  One  hour  by  train 
from  Victoria  or  Uolborn  Stations.— Apply,  by 
letter,  to  W.  B.  Lkak,  Park  House,  Eynsford, 
Kent. 


FISHING  TACKLE. 

WANTED  (London),  Senior  Salesman 
take  charge  when  necessary  ;  good 
wages  to  suitable  man  ;  permanency. — 
Apply,  stating  age  and  experience,  to 
Box  2376,  Sell's  Advertising  Offices, 
London,  E.C. 


WANTED  TO  PURCHASE. 


i,ooo 
YEARLING  CRAYLINC. 

Please  communicate  with  Ratclifpe 
Pope,  Hon.  Sec,  River  Wensum  Society, 
Pakenham,  Norfolk. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,   skilled  or  onskilled,  should 
seoure  a  oopy  of  my  book: 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisii  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postagre  free. 

My  world-famed  Ooxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Henbt  Goxoh,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Brldgford,  NottluRham. 


TROUT    &  SAUiyXONT 

HACKLES. 

Reds  ;  Black-Eed  ;  Coch-y-Bondhu  ;  Black  ;  Gin- 
ger ;  Badger  ;  Olives  ;  Whites,  etc.  ;  Bpown  ; 
Mallards  ;  Teal  ;  Gallina.  Assortments.  2/9, 
4/6,  7/6,  10/6.— PlOKBRsaiLL,  31,  Bydall  Street, 
Holbeck,  Leeds. 


THH 

Indian  Sportlna  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

QlBOULATES  THROUaHOUT  INDIA,  CETLON, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 
The  Only  lUnitnited  Sporting  Paper  in  the  Eait. 

Covera  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

F0KM3  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  Its.  per 
annum.   Single  copies,  bd.,  post  free,  7d. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Tmss  OF  IHDIA  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office :  11,  Whitefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timbsp  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH.  . 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


FISH  MOUNTING. 

Correct  Shape  and  Colouring  Guaranteed. 

Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Fish  Specialist. 

E.  W.  LITTLE, 

16,  Gt.  Quebec  Street,  Marylebone  Road,  W. 


o- JEi  3Diir    X.  xa  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


PROUrS  DUBBIN 


vTill  WATERPROOF.  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING, and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 

preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
At  Supplied  to  the  Troopi  in  3.  Africa. 
Diploma  awarded,  Fieheries' 
Exhibition,  1883. 
Of  all  Bootmalcers,  Stores.  &o. 
Sample  per  poet       ■<••»  •d'i  IS  V6  m  box. 
3  stamps.    PROnT.  35.  Beak  St.,  London.  W. 


1,'Jth  YEAR. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur  " 

{ISth  YEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 

Managing  Director:   PH.  LINET. 


"Le  Pecheur." 

Office :  10,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "THK  PoB- 
LisHEKS'  Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
annoimcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London.  E.C. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  "-• 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe.- 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO.. 
23.  Finch   Lane  Pornhill  Londor 

ADDRESS  

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Flshingr  In  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

BHOITLB  ASTKRTI8B  IR 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  ft  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternooD  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wn'ited  "  advta.,  26  wordi  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Addrass  :  "Obsepvep"  Ofllee.  Bournemouth, 
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Gkesham  Angling  Society. 

A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  at  the  society's 
usual  weekly  meeting  on  Nov.  22  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Mr.  J.  B.  Close.  Mr.  J.  H.  Thonger 
brought  up  for  inspection  a  specimen  of  a  split  cane 
trout  rod  built  to  his  own  design.  Tliis  rod  has, 
with  the  consent  of  the  society,  been  named,  "  The 
Gresham,"  and  will  be  placed  on  the  market  by 
Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.  For  its  weight  and  length 
it  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  powerful  rods 
ever  exhibited  in  the  society's  room,  and  in  practice 
it  has  proved  all  that  Mr.  Thonger  claims  for  it. 
Needless  to  say,  it  is  well  finished  in  every  respect. 
Members  are  reminded  that  friends  will  be  cordially 
welcomed  at  the  supper  on  Dec.  13. — Hon.  Sec. 
Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Hugh  T.  Sheringham,  fresh  from  his  visit  to 
the  north,  was  in  the  chair  on  Nov.  2l,  and  delighted 
his  hearers  by  narrating  his  adventures  amongst 
the  Till  graj'ling.  He  had  a  good  many  fish,  both 
with  the  wet  and  the  dry  fly,  and  entertained  the 
company  with  a  lucid  accoimt  of  the  sport  both 
with  trout  and  grayling  to  be  obtained  in  the 
beautiful  district  of'Wooler.  He  also  fished  the 
Tweed,  but  owing  to  the  most  unfavourable  state  of 
the  weather,  was  clean  of  salmon.  Mr.  Robert 
Bradford  was  naturally  the  hero  of  the  hour,  his 
recent  capture  of  a  331b.  salmon  on  the  Tweed  being 
a  very  big  feather  in  the  cap  of  this  popular  and 
genial  member.  The  fish  was  killed  on  quite  a  small 
double  hook  fly,  and  was  the  heaviest  taken  on  that 
river  with  rod  and  line  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Bradford  had  another  huge  salmon  on,  but  after  a 
brief  combat  fish  and  angler  parted  company.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  health  of  the  captor 
of  the  33-povuider  was  most  cordially  drtmk  to  the 
accompaniment  of  hearty  congratulations  on  his 
well-deserved  success.  Details  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy's 
captures  have  already  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  His  brother  and  fellow  member,  Mr. 
Forster  Hardy,  got  two  fish,  one  of  161b.  and  the 
second  of  131b., also  on  the  Tweed,  after  Mr.  Bradford 
had  gone  south.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson  amusingly 
described  his  trip  to  Frensham  Ponds,  but  jack  and 
perch  were  absolutely  quiescent  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  though  his  angling  companion,  Mr. 
Cuthbert  Buddie,  had  a  nice  perch  of  lib.  5oz.  At 
Newbury,  Mr.  McClintock  Lind  took  a  pike  of 
51b.  12oz.  on  the  Kennet,  but  nothing  further  was 
done.  On  the  Lamboum  several  members  tried  the 
grayling, ,  but  during  two  whole  days  not  a  single 
fish  was  landed.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans,  who  took  part 
in  the  Deal  competition,  reported  that  he  with  a 
friend  had  eight  score  of  fish,  a  remarkable  catch 
compared  with  the  results  obtained  by  over  ninety 
other  boats  which  were  out. — Hon.  Sec. 


Provincial  Angling  Jiotes 

mvM  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

"  Now  is  the  winter  of  our  discontent."  We  have 
had  a  big  downfall  of  snow  and  also  rain  ;  this  will 
do  much  to  deter  our  Midland  anglers  from  turning 
out.  Up  till  Nov.  21  we  have  had  some  very 
nice  weather  for  the  time  of  year,  but  now  it  is 
broken  up  and  we  are  face  to  face  with  a  very  hard 
winter.  During  the  last  two  days  we  have  had 
about  four  inches  of  snow  down,  and  as  these  notes 
leave  me  the  snow  is  still  falling.  Previous  to  the 
bad  weather  coming  upon  us  sport  on  the  whole  has 
been  very  decent,  but  now  everything  has  been 
upset.  On  Nov.  22  the  Handaworth  Lion  Society 
held  their  first  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds 
of  their  society,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
concert  was  well  attended  and  that  the  funds  of 
the  society  will  be  very  much  benefited  from  the 
results.  Some  of  the  clubs  are  holding  their  annual 
concerts,  and  to  make  matters  all  right,  circulars 
are  being  sent  out  to  remind  the  members  of  the 
end  of  the  financial  year  so  as  to  place  the  members 
in  full  benefit.  I  hear  from  the  secretary  of  the 
B.D.U.A.A.  that  a  number  of  new  clubs  are  in  the 
course  of  formation.  We  have  now  near  upon 
a  himdred  and  twenty  clubs  in  our  city,  and  with 
the  coming  year  we  look  like  making  another  twenty. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  has  been  much  interfered  with  by  the 
weather  this  week.  After  an  exceptionally  mild 
autumn,  winter  set  in  with  a  vengeance  on  Nov.  21, 
when  there  were'several  degrees  of  frost  and  a  heavy 
snow.^torm.  This  was  only  a  prelude  to  worse 
weather  on  Tuesday,  when  heavy  snowstorms  were 
driven  with  blinding  fury  before  a  north-westerly 
gale  throughout  the  day.  The  change  coming  on  so 
suddenly,  and  after  such  a  protracted  spell  of 
summerlike  weather,  has  been  severely  felt.  Up 
to  last  week-end   pike  fishing  was  pursued  witli 


unwonted  vigour.  It  is  a  long  time  since  this 
branch  of  sport  was  prosecuted  so  successfu'ly  and 
under  such  favourable  conditions.  The  Witham, 
Welland,  and  Forty-foot  have  all  yielded  excep- 
tional sport,  and  when  it  is  stated  that  some  rods 
have  killed  as  many  as  five  and  six  brace  of  pike 
in  the  course  of  a  single  day,  weighing  in  the  aggre- 
gate up  to  601b.  and  701b.,  it  will  be  understood 
how  good  the  sport  has  been.  On  the  other  hand, 
roach  fishing  has  fallen  off,  and  little  has  been  done 
in  this  department.  The  snowfall  will  render  the 
banks  rather  difficult  for  locomotion,  and  the 
trolling  rod  will  have  an  enforced  rest  under  the 
circumstances. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

More  weather  than  angling  is  our  lot  just  now, 
and  what  with  fogs,  heavy  rains,  snowstorms,  and 
blizzards,  our  lot  is  not  a  happy  one  by  any  means. 
From  the  BoUin  the  report  is,  "  No  prospects  of  fish- 
ing at  present,  plenty  of  snow  water  in  the  rivers." 
Several  clubs  are  enjoying  their  annual  dinners,  and 
one  of  the  most  important  is  that  of  the  Levenshulme 
anglers,  which  was  a  great  affair. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Beyond  a  few  dinners  and  meetings,  not  much  of 
interest  is  in  evidence,  and  as  for  business  meetings 
it  is  difficult  to  get  a  good  attendance  owing  to  the 
bad  weather.  Early  in  December  the  Thirty  Club 
are  going  to  give  one  of  their  afternoon  socials, 
which  are  always  thoroughly  enjoyed.  There  is  a 
big  meeting  of  anglers  summoned  for  to-day  in  this 
city  for  the  purpose  of  consultation. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Winter  has  set  in  with  a  vengeance,  and  has 
placed  a  temporary  check  on  angling  pursuits. 
Snow  fell  heavily  in  the  early  hours  of  Tuesday, 
and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  fields  were  covered 
to  the  depth  of  several  inches.  The  fall,  however, 
has  been  lighter  in  our  district  than  in  others  far 
north.  The  Trent  has  undergone  no  change,  being 
exceptionally  low  and  clear.  Pike  fishing  before 
the  change  received  plenty  of  attention,  and  some 
choice  fish  were  caught  with  the  live-bait  at  Kelham, 
Stoke,  Hazleford,  Shelford,  Clifton,  and  Weston. 
Nineteen  were  also  run  and  landed  with  a  score 
baits  in  one  of  the  lakes  near  Trent  Station.  The 
majority  were  small,  but  they  were  not  returned, 
much  to  the  annoyance  of  tlie  gentlemen  who,  a 
season  or  two  ago,  secured  the  fishing  rights  of  the 
lake.  Fair  bags  of  roach  were  made  in  the  closing 
days  of  last  week  at  Farndon,  Rolleston,  Barton, 
Attenborough,  Cavendish  Bridge,  Weston,  and 
Ingoldby.  They  were  creeled,  for  the  most  part, 
with  gentles  in  slow  rvmning  swims.  Some  very 
fine  dace  have  again  been  killed  by  Nottingham 
experts  in  the  rapids  adjoining  Burton  Joyce  and 
Gunthorpe.  Here,  below  the  bridge,  chub  fishers 
have  done  well  with  greaves.  Pith  (pith  and  brains) 
has,  however,  accounted  for  the  heaviest  bags. 
Practically  nothing  has  been  done  with  the  various 
kinds  of  worm,  roach  and^  dace  giving  a  decided 
preference  to  gentles. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  ovir  rivers  is  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  late  heavy  water  carried  a  great  many 
of  the  leaves  and  rubbish  from  the  bottom  of  the 
Severn,  but  they  are  still  thick  in  the  beds  of  the 
Teme  and  Avon.  There  have  been  heavy  fogs,  and 
it  has  been  very  cold  night  and  morning,  with  sharp 
frosts,  just  the  weather  for  grayling  fishing  and  the 
pike.  Not  many  rods  have  been  out,  and  sport 
anything  but  brisk,  the  Teme  being  most  patronised, 
but  the  catches,  with  few  exceptions,  very  small.  A 
few  brace  of  grayling  have  been  taken  in  the  middle 
part  of  the  day  with  the  fly,  and  dace  with  the 
maggot.  Mr.  A.  Avery  (City  Club)  had  four  brace 
of  grayling,  and  a  score  of  fine  dace  and  a  few  good 
roach.  Mr.  Clarke,  sixteen  large  roach  ;  Mr. 
Thompson,  some  good  grayling;  Messrs.  Jones, 
Fletcher,  Harris,  and  Lewis  some  fine  chub  with  the 
blood  and  brains.  Several  pike  have  been  taken 
with  artificial  baits  in  the  Avon,  but  live  baits  were 
a  dead  letter.  Mr.  H.  Sandford  hooked  a  very  large 
pike  with  a  spoon  bait,  and,  after  playing  him  twenty 
minutes,  lost  it  ;  it  broke  away  just  as  he  was  about 
to  gaff  it.  The  weather  was  so  severe  the  last  three 
days  that  few  ventured  out,  and  angling  will  be 
at  a  standstill. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  party  of  anglers  from  York,  numbering  about  a 
dozen,  visited  Stamford  Bridge  on  Nov.  19.  To  all 
appearance  the  River  Derwent  was  in  a  favourable 
condition  for  fishing,  but  results  belied  antici- 
pations. Pike  were  completely  off,  and  the  catch  of 
roach  and  dace  was  disappointing.  Subsequently, 
better  fortune  rewarded  the  efforts  of  several 
Waltonians  who  tried  the  waters.  Mr.  Taylor,  one 
of  the  number,  caught  three  very  nice  pike  of  91b., 


61b.,  and  31b.  respectively,  with  live  bait.  The  ill- 
luck  amongst  the  anglers  as  a  whole  was  attributed 
to  the  sudden  change  of  weather,  which  for  a  fort- 
night had  been  of  a  mild  character.  Heavy  snowfalls 
having  taken  place  early  this  week,  the  streams 'are 
not  likely  to  be  fishable  for  awhile,  and  anglers 
venturing  abroad  to-day  (Nov.  26)  will  probably  be 
few  indeed.  A  great  amount  of  snow  water  has 
already  found  its  way  into  the  rivers,  and  it  wore  a 
vforlom  hope  to  look  for  sport  worthy  of  the  name. . 
If  the  frost  stopped  the  inlet  of  snow  to  the  waters, 
they  might  be  all  right  for  grayling  fishing.  In  the 
rooms  of  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  Radnor-street, 
London,  at  the  present  time,  may  be  seen  under  pre- 
servation a  fine  grayling  weighing  21b.  6oz.,  which 
was  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Gibson,  of  York,  a  short  time 
ago.  The  same  angler  can  also  boast  of  a  very  large 
pike  caught  in  a  iako  at  Allerton  in  1900.  This 
splendid  fish  weighed  221b.,  and,  like  the  above, 
was  entrusted  for  a  season  to  the  firm  named. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  cold,  and  during  the 
past  few  days  much  snow  has  fallen.  Pike  fishing 
has  not  been  up  to  the  usual  mark  anywhere.  In 
the  principal  rivers  spawning  has  gone  on  satis- 
factorily, and  so  far  there  have  been  no  sudden  or 
violent  floods.  Poaching  so  far  has  been  practi- 
cally unheard  of,  even  in  the  places  where  it  tised 
formerly  to  be  rife  at  this  time.  It  is  about  Christ- 
mas time,  however,  that  most  of  the  poaching 
is  done  by  organised  gangs  of  fellows,  who  are  usually 
disguised  and  work  with  spears  by  night  with  torch- 
lights. Though  severe  penalties  have  been  inflicted 
when  parties  have  been  convicted  of  this  nefarious 
practice,  the  thing  still  goes  on  more  or  less  in  all 
coimties  where  salmon  can  be  had.  Sea-fishing  has 
not  been  very  good  at  any  station  since  last  notes, 
and  at  time  of  writing  it  has  been  brought  to  a 
standstill  everywhere  by  very  cold  weather. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

13,347.  Fishing.  Patentee:  T.  Evans,  18,  Spring- 
field Terrace,  Morriston,  near  Swansea, 
Glamorganshire.  Relates  to  a  fishing 
hook  "suitable  for  bait,  worm,  or  fly  fish- 
ing, and  adaptable  for  river,  sea,  or  other 
water,  and  consists  in  the  pivoting  of  a 
small  barbed  lever  upon  a  pm  in  such  a 
manner  that  when  the  fish  attacks  the 
bait  it  swings  outward  and  secures  the 
prey.  One  foi'm  of  the  hook  consists  of  a 
single  barbed  lever  pivoted  at  a  certain 
point  in  the  slot  in  the  metal  pin.  The 
lever  is  made  thick  at  a  certain  point 
so  as  to  limit  its  outward  movement. 
In  a  modification,  the  end  of  the  pin 
is  bent  into  a  loop  and  the  gut  passed 
through.  It  is  stated  that  the  hook 
or  lever  may  be  easily  disgorged,  and 
that  it  is  not  liable  to  entanglement  with 
brambles  and  the  like." 

14,489.  Fishing  reels.  Patentees  :  C.  W3-ers  and 
O.  Wyers,  30,  Quai  du  Louvre,  Paris. 
Consists  in  providing  means  whereby 
fishing  reels  may  be  controlled  by  an 
adjustable  check-action  or  left  quite  free, 
as  desired.  Tlie  reel  is  revolvably  mounted 
within  the  frame  on  the  sleeve.  The 
centre-pin  is  preferably  made  of  a  coil  of 
wire,  one  end  of  which  is  secured  to  the 
head,  and  the  other  end  screwed  to  receive 
the  pin.  The  head  has  projections  on  its 
surface,  which  fit  into  depressions  in  the 
plate.  When  the  pin  is  screwed  up,  the 
two  heads  are  pulled  inwards  by  the  spring. 
A  toothed  wheel,  formed  on  the  reel, 
engages  with  a  pawl,  which  is  movably 
attached  to  the  frame.  This  pawl  is  con- 
trolled by  a  spring,  which  is  pivotally 
attached  to  the  frame,  and  restricted  by 
the  guide  to  a  longitudinal  and  rocking 
movement.  A  hand-operated  screw  moves 
the  spring  so  that  its  ends  cause  the  pawl 
to  engage,  more  or  less,  the  toothed  wheel, 
and  so  check  the  movements  of  the  reel. 
To  check  the  wheel  the  screw  is  turned, 
thus  drawing  the  lower  part  of  the  spring 
outwards  and  closing  the  ends  of  the 
spring  about  the  pawl.  The  pawl  is  thus 
gradually  depressed  into  engagement  with 
the  tootlied  wheel. 


Wife  :  "  Do  you  recollect  that  once  when  we  had 
a  tiff  I  said  you  were  just  as  mean  as  you  could  be  ?  " 
Husband:  "  Yes,  darling."  Wife:  "  Oh,  James,  how 
little  did  I  know  you  then." — Baltimore  Sun. 
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^offings  bp  t^c  ^ap. 

"A  golden  mind  stoops  not  to  show  of  dross. 
Shakespeare. 


"  Befobe  a  large  audience,  consisting  of  members 
and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  Mr.  Robert  Stanley, 
author  of  "  Angling  Anecdotes,"  read  a  paper 
entitled  "  Angling  Incidents,  Fresh  and  Salt."  As 
Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  lecturer,  observed,  we  were  entertained  by  many 
scientific  lectures  by  scientific  lecturers  during  the 
year,  but  as  a  humorist  and  an  angler  (fresh  and 
salt)  Mr.  Robert  Stanley  was  facile  princeps.  The 
chairman,  Mr.  A.  O.  Minchin,  spoke  of  him  even 
more  flatteringly,  and  as  one  of  the  audience,  judg- 
ing from  the  rapt  attention  accorded  (interrupted 
frequently  by  bursts  of  laughter  at  his  double- 
ententes  and  quaint  humours),  another  success  was 
scored.  I  shall  not  give  further  details,  but  ask  you 
to  wait  till  Saturday,  Dec.  3,  when  the  whole  or 
part  of  "Angling  Incidents"  will  appear  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 

*  «  «  «  * 

Mr.  Robert  Stanley  has  consented  to  read  the 
same  paper  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
ICingston  Piscatorial  Society  (of  which  he  is  a 
member)  on  Monday  evening,  Nov.  28,  at  the  Sun 
Hotel,  at  8.30.  On  this  occasion  ladies  are  specially 
invited. 

*  *  *  •  • 

The  subject  for  discussion  next  week  (Nov.  30) 
will  admit  of  no  discussion — for  there!  will  only 
be  time  to  admire  the  beautiful  lantern  slides  which 
will  be  exhibited  by  Mr.  Ernest  Zaehnsdorf,  illustra- 
tive of  his  recent  visit  to  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition, 
and  listen  to  the  remarks  of  a  clever  young  angler 
on  his  American  tour. 


There  were  a  few  "incidents"  at  Deal  during 
the  festival.  One  was  the  transposition  of  two 
Gresham  bags  {en  passant,  the  handiest  bag  I  ever 
saw,  and,  I  believe,  the  invention  of  Mr.  Zerfass). 
The  railway  platform  at  Deal  at  fi  p.m.  on  Nov.  20 
was  Billingsgate  in  miniature.  The  rods,  port- 
manteaux, bags,  boxes,  and  baskets  which  were 
turned  out  at  Kearsney  ("  Change  here  for  London  ! ") 
made  it  possible  for  mistakes  to  be  made.  They 
were.  One  angler  lost  his  new  "Gresham"  bag 
with  some  splendid  fish  in  it,  and  found  an  old  one 
with — well,  not  quite  such  a  grand  lot.  "  Mixed 
bags  "  please  note. 

***** 

Another  "incident!"  A  B.S.A.  member  had 
selected  a  day  for  competition  which  had  proved 
somewhat  imfavourable  as  regards  sport.  He  over- 
heard Mr.  G.  R.  C,  in  zephyr-like  tones,  saying  that 
he  knew  some  who  had  fished  the  whole  three  days. 
"  Can't  be  done,  su>,"  said  the  unsuccessful  one  ;  "  I 
will  have  you  up  before  the  committee."  "What 
for,"  asked  the  genial  George.  "I  can  fish  the 
tliree  days  if  I  like,  but  I  only  '  competed '  on 
one  !  "    Curtain — otherwise,  "  Hi !  Hi !  " 


Place  aux  Dames  !  On  Wednesday  evening, 
Dec.  1,  at  eight  of  the  clock,  there  will  foregather  at 
the  CafilMonico,  Regent  Salon,  Shaftesbury  Avenue 
entrance,  all  the  members  and  friends  of  the  B.S.  A.S, 
who  can  obtain  admission  to  indulge  in  an  enter 
tainment,  for  which,  according  to  the  preliminary 
notice,  the  following  artistes  have  been  specially 
engaged  : — Mr.  Charles  Bertram,  illusionist ;  Miss 
Nevill  Nickels  and  Miss  Flo  Reid,  foilists  ;  Miss  Irene 
Barrett,  elocutionist ;  Mr.  Lawrence  Crisfield,  bari- 
tone ;  Mr.  .Joseph  Hall,  tenor;  Mr.  James  Chilcott, 
comedian ;  Mr.  John  Edgar,  pianist. 


The  cry  is,  "  Still  they  come."  Yet  another 
addition  to  the  ever-increasing  army  of  sea  anglers. 
Lovely  Llandudno  (Good,  gallant  Wales  !)  is  about 
to  become  the  rendezvous  of  a  "  sea-fishing  associa- 
tion." A  preliminary  meeting  has  been  held  under 
distinguished  patronage,  and  arrangements  are 
being  made  by  Hon.  Sec.  Howell  Jones  to  make 
the  newly-formed  society  a  success.  Lord  Mostyn 
has  kindly  accepted  the  office  of  president. 


At  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society,  Broad- 
street  Restaurant,  Broad-street  House,  E.C.,  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  Nov.  29,  there  will  be  another 

musical  evening,"  to  which  ladies  are  invited. 
The  genial  Dr.  Simpson  Ladell  is  expected  to 
preside,  and  all  visitors  may  rely  upon  receiving  a 
hearty  welcome.    The  C.L.P.S.  are  noted  for  the 

xcellent  talent  provided  for  the  delectation  of 
members  and  their  friends. 


"  The  other  day  in  a  Scottish  Court  a  fishing  case 
was  being  heard,  and  one  of  the  witnesses  was  put 
through  a  very  severe  cross-examination.  He 
writhed  and  perspired  and  shivered  and  shook 
under  the  searchlight  of  the  cross-examining  counsel, 
and  after  half-an-hour's  agony  he  was  allowed  to 
depart.  As  he  crawled,  limp  and  broken,  out  of  the 
court  he  clutched  the  arm  of  a  friend  for  support, 
and  was  heard  to  utter — '  It's  a  beastly  shame  to 
put  a  man  on  his  oath  in  a  fishin'  case.'  " 

***** 
Here  is  another  cutting  from  another  paper  which 
may  possibly  be  construed  as  having  some  connec- 
tion with  the  same  "angler,"  who  had  not  the 
courage  of  his  convictions.  Ma  conscience !  "  A 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  a  question  of  fishing  rights  on  a  river 
in  Scotland.    Many  witnesses  had  been  called,  and 

ventually  a  fine  specimen  of  Scotia's  race  occupied 
the  witness-stand.    Most  of  the  members  of  the 

ommittee  having  found  some  question  or  other  to 
ask  him,  the  junior  member  thought  ho,  too,  must 
chip  in.  '  Mr.  Macphorson,'  said  he,  '  what  is  the 
biggest  fish  you  ever  saw  killed  on  this  river  ?  '  The 
old  angler  looked  up  at  the  ceiling  and  down  on  the 
floor,  .shifted  from  one  foot  to  another,  produced  a 
huge  bandana  handkerchief,  and  moppetl  his  head, 
before  he  said:  'Aye,  mon,  but  it's  just  too  awfu' 
to  bo  on  your  oath  in  a  fishin'  case.'  " 


The  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Anglers  will  hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Friday 
evening,  Dec.  2,  at  the  Grand  Restaurant,  Leeds 
I  am  asked  to  come  and  have  a  sup  of  soup — they 
know  my  weakness — and  I  may  probably  be  there. 


The  December  number  of  Pictorial  Comedy  to 
hand  is  quite  up  to  its  usual  high  standard  of  excel 
lence.  Charles  Dana  Gibson's  pen  never  ceases  to 
depict  the  humorous  side  of  the  dite  in  life.  Pictorial 
Comedy  is  unique  in  the  English  illustrated  maga- 
zine world.  Price  Cd.  Published  l)y  James  Hen- 
derson and  Sons,  Red  Lion^Housc,  E.G. 


Many  anglers  who,  in  the  course  of  their  tiavels 
have  sojourned  at  that  comfortable  house,  the' 
Castle  Hotel,  Hastings,  will  be  interested  to  hear 
that  the  popular  host,  Mr.  Harry  Boyce,  has  just 
been  "wiping  the  eyes"  of  his  brother  Hastings 
anglers  by  the  capture,  on  Nov.  19,  of  a  specimen 
pike,  l"jlb.  in  weight,  of  handsome  shape,  and  in 
perfect  condition.  The  fish  was  taken  on  a  Jardine 
snap  with  live  rudd,  in  the  Royal  Military  Canal  at 
Ham-street,  some  four  miles  of  which  water  are 
rented  by  a  private  club  of  limited  membership. 
Mr.  Boyce's  pike  is  the  record  fish  for  the  water 
up  to  the  present,  though  in  previous  seasons 
several  splendid  fish  up  to  over  15lb.  have  been 
captured  by  Dr.  Deck,  Mr.  F.  G.  Hatton,  and  other 
Hastings  anglers.  Mr.  Boyce's  capture  was  a 
thoroughly  sporting  one,  as  he  was  alone  at  the 
time,  and  had  to  gaff  the  fish  himself.  I  expect  to 
find  this  fish  nicely  embalmed  and  placed  in  a 
prominent  position  in  the  mausoleum  at  the 
"  Castle  "  when  I  next  visit  Hastings. 


Mary  had  a  little  lamb 

All  fricasseed  with  peas. 
Then  a  little  lobster  salad. 

And  some  energetic  cheese ; 
A  quart  of  hock  to  wash  it  down, 

A  taste  of  Mountain  Dew — 
All  these  our  little  Mary  had. 

And  a  little  coffin,  too.— (Scraps. 


An  extraordinary  incident  was  witnessed  recently 
by  a  sportsman  at  Bicester,  says  the  Daily  Mail. 
Noting  a  party  of  five  robins  foraging  about  among 
he  pebbles  in  the  bod  of  a  small  streamlet,  from 
hich  they  constantly  flew  on  to  a  neighbouring 
wall,  carrying  some  live  object  in  their  beaks,  he 
followed  a  bird  to  its  perch.  Kicking  about  on  the 
top  of  the  wall  ho  found  a  small  sticklebiick. 
RotiriTig  a  few  yards  ho  then  kept  watch,  and  found 
that  the  birds  captured  their  prey  and  held  it  cross- 
wise after  the  fashion  of  a  kingfisher.  But  they 
made  no  attempt  to  kill  their  victims  before  eating 
them,  as  the  kingfisher  does.    [Why  should  the 

bin  put  the  stickle  back — and  why  not  eat  "  live  " 
sh  if  it  prefers  it  to  "  dead  "  ?] 


At  Dvmoon  Sheriff  Court  recently,  says  the 
Glasgow  Evening  News,  at  the  instance  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company  of  London,  Robert  Cutting,  Mary 
Cutting,  and  Tyoe  Cutting,  78,  M'Alpine-street, 
Glasgow,  were  charged  with  having  fished  for  salmon 
in  Loch  Ridden  without  legal  right,  and  also  with 
fishing  with  an  illegal  net.  Mr.  Cutting  said  he 
accepted  responsibility  for  his  daughters,  and 
pleaded  guilty.  Mr.  Paul,  writer,  Glasgow,  who 
appeared  for  the  accused,  said  he  thovight  he  might 
call  this  a  rather  trivial  offence.  Mr.  Cutting 
accompanied  by  the  members  of  his  family,  was 
cruising  in  his  yacht  about  the  beginning  of  July 
While  lying  anchored  at  Loch  Ridden  the  young 
ladies  of  the  family  fished  with  hand-lines,  and  in 
the  evening,  having  caught  nothing,  they  thought 
they  would  try  fishing  with  the  net.  Mr.  Cutting 
did  not  go  with  them  in  the  boat,  and  told  them 
they  had  better  not  go.  They  were  observed  fishing 
by  the  officers,  who  had  been  on  the  watch.  His 
Lordship  would  understand  that  yoimg  ladies  were 
very  bad  poachers.  In  this  case  they  in  the  first 
instance  did  not  get  any  fish,  and  in  the  secoml 
they  got  caught  ^hemselves.  Mr.  Pr ingle,  W.S. 
Edinburgh,  who  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  com 
pany,  said  this  case  was  brought  in  order  to  deter 
other  yachtsmen  from  fishing  in  this  way.  The 
Sheriff  imposed  a  penalty  of  £2  and  £2  of  expenses 
and  declared  the  net  forfeited. 


Agent  :  "  I  would  like  a  few  words  with  your 
wife,  if  you  please,  su'."    Man  of  the  House  :  "  So  . 
should  1,  my  man,  occasionally,  but  I  have  never 
been  able  to  hold  her  down  to  less  than  about  200 
a  minute." — New  Orleans  Times- Democrat. 


The  Tatler  is  publishing  a  page  weekly  of  "  Chest- 
nuts," and  offering  a  guinea  for  the  best  one  sent  in. 
The  prize  this  week  is  won  by  Mrs.  L.  Anerhaan, 
Garvanga,  Meridan-street,  Coventry,  with  the 
following : — A  young  Oxford  student  one  day 
received  an  unexpected  visit  from  his  pretty  sister, 
and  was  very  indignant  that  she  came  without  a 
chaperon.  "  Look  here,"  said  the  young  man,  "  I 
will  not  have  any  of  the  fellows  see  you  in  my 
rooms,  so  if  anyone  knocks  at  the  door  you  just 
get  behind  that  screen."  In  a  few  minutes  a  knock 
was  heard,  and  the  girl  ran  behind  the  screen  as  her 

rother  went  to  open  the  door.  An  old  gentleman 
stood  on  the  threshold,  who,  after  profusely  apolo- 
gising for  his  intrusion,  said  :  "  I  am  just  home 
from  Australia,  and  many  years  ago  I  occupied  these 
rooms  ;  woidd  you  allow  me,  sir,  to  look  at  them 
once  again  ?  "  "  Certainly,"  said  the  student ; 
come    in."    "Ah,"    exclaimed    the    old  man, 

'  everything  is  just  the  same.  Same  old  table, 
same  old  fireplace,  same  old  screen."  Then,  catching 
sight  of  the  girl,  "  By  Jove  !    same  old  dodge." 

'  Sir,"  exclaimed  the  student,  "  that  is  my  sister." 

'  Gad,  sir,"  was  the  rejoinder,  "  Same  old  lie." 


A  Common  Hospital  Scene. 
The  patience  required  of  a  hospital  is  well 
exemplified  by  an  instance  published  in  the  current 
number  of  Our  Hospitals  and  Charities  Illustrated 
(Kegan  Paul).  "  VV^hat  is  the  matter  with  you. 
Missus  ?  "  an  oft-repeated  question.  "Well,  sir,  it's 
all  come  on  since  Father  died,"  is  the  somewhat 
irrelevant  reply.  "What  has?"  "What  I'm  a 
tellin'  yer  of,  sir.  Father,  'e  used  ter  drink  a  good 
drop  one  way  and  another — "  "Yes,  yes,  no 
doubt,  but — "  "Well,  I  didn't  notice  of  it  till  'e 
said  ter  me,  'Yer  don't  look  well,'  and  knowin' 
Father,  I  didn't  take  no  notice.  Then—"  "Come, 
ray  good  woman,  what's  the  matter?"  "That's 
what  I've  come  ter  know  (half  indignantly),  thinkin' 
o'  course,  as  yer  could  tell  me  !  "  After  ten  minutes' 
further  questioning,  the  doctor  is  told  that  the  seat 
of  pain  is — "  Orl  over  me,  sir."  "But  where — " 
With  a  mighty  effort  the  woman  pulls  herself 
together.  "Pains  inside,  an'  singing  in  the  'ead, 
no  appetite,  pains  orl  over  me,  sir.  Legs,  arms, 
eyes — but  it's  me  'eart  as  is  the  bottom  of  it !  " 


A  Fishing  Gazette  reader  writes:  —  "I  have 
enclosed  a  cutting  from  Cassill's  Saturday  Journal. 
I  think  those  anglers  should  add  a  comb  and  briish, 
so  that  the  toUet  might  be  complete.  '  Some 
anglers  attach  a  tiny  mirror  to  the  line  near  the 
baited  hook.  The  idea  is  that  the  fish,  seeing  its 
reflection,  hastens  to  snatch  the  bait  from  its 
supposed  rival.  Very  successful  results  have  been 
obtained  through  this  simple  device.'  "  [Yes,  and 
a  toothpick  might  be  useful.] 


Saturday  last  found  me  en  route  (by  the  fast 
4.45  p.m.  train,  S.E.  &  C.  Railway)  for  Deal.  Mr. 
Montague  Blake  (B.S. A.S.)  had  engaged  very  cosy 
and  comfortable  apartments,  etc.,  etc.,  at  Mrs.  F. 
Long's,  21,  Clanwilliam-road.  When  I  arrived  there 
was  no  Mr.  Blake — he  had  been  prevented  from 
keeping  his  engagement.  At  the  headquarters — 
Ned  Hanger's,  Napier  Hotel — where  the  committee' 
were  very  busy  in  receiving  entries,  issuing  flags, 
etc.,  I  met  the  Messrs.  Kreklin  (pere  et  fits),  who 
found  room  for  me  in  their  boat  on  the  following 
morning.  The  boatman  is  a  first-rate  fellow,  knows 
his  business,  and  not  afraid  of  work.  The  name 
may  or  may  not  be  familiar — "Jack  Bailey."  We 
had  plenty  of  bait,  and  considering  the  wrong  and 
strong  tide,  plenty  of  fish.  The  weather  was 
splendid,  and  the  return  home  on  the  same  evening 
by  the  C  p.m.  fast  train  in  excellent  company  was 
much  enjoyed  by  Dragnet. 
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FOLKESTONE  SEA  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

AUTUiiX  PIER  COMPETITIONS. 

Tx  this,  the  Second  Annual  Pier  Competitions  of 
the  F.S.A.A.,  a  new  departure  was  essayed,  the  time 
for  fishing  daily  being  from  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  as 
<ome  of  the  sports  committee  thought  that  the 
H>hing  from  the  piers  after  sundown  is  invariably 
better  than  during  the  daylight  ;  whether  they  were 
correct  in  their  anticipation  or  not  the  extremely 
-  flear  water  that  has  prevailed  during  the  previous 
fourteen  days  was  sufficient  to  spoil  the  best  calcu- 
lations, and,  as  the  results  proved,  catches  were 
•;mall,  and  made  with  great  difficulty,  although  at 
this  period  of  the  j-ear  one  is  usually  able  to  reckon 
on  making  a  fair  bag  with  a  few  hours'  fishing,  but, 
^  being  the  end  of  the  neap  tides,  what  fish  were  caught 
t  were  taken  during  the  first  and  last  hours  of  the  day, 
the  period  of  slack  and  low  water  producing  practi- 
cally nothing.  Tlie  committee  had  also  decided  to 
Kive  permission  to  competitors  to  fish  from  both  the 
Mctoria  and  South  Eastern  Railway  Extension 
Piers  as  well,  trusting  entirely  to  the  honoiu-  of  those 
<  c>mpeting,  which  trust  was  fully  justified  in  the 
results.  The  following  were  the  dailj'  results  of  those 
'•(luipetitors  who  weighed  in  : — 

^T„,.    TO  Class  2     Class  3  Class  4 

*^0\.  ly.  H,    „2  oz. 

(  apt.W.  B.  Kennett(F.S.A.A.)  4    0  2    4  — 

C  ol.  r.  M.  Synge(B.S.A.S.)  ...  0  lU  0  lU  llj 

r.  .1.  Fox  (F.S.A.A.)  2  12|  12"  — 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Graham  (S.A.A.)  ...  0  11  —  — 

Mr.  R.  C.  Graham  (S.A.A)    ...  1  2 

Geo.  Colman  (F.S.A.A.)  1  1, 

Nov.  20. 

Wallace  C.  Nickels  (B.S.A.S.)  214  0  11^  — 
Edgar  Edwards  (Heron  A.S., 

Heme  Bay)   3  1 1 J    0  15i  — 

.1.  Whitchurch  (Heron  A.S.. 

HerneBay)   1  14     0  121  - 

M.    Pittman    (Heron  A.S., 

Heme  Bay)   1    5^    0  12  — 

(  apt.W.  B.Kennett  (F.S.A.A.)  0  14^  —  — 
Col.  F.  M.  Synge  (B.S.A.S.)  ...  0  12|    0  12^  12^ 

Nov.  21. 
GeD.  Field  (West  Pier,  H.  and 

S.  L.  A.A.)   1  2i  0  15  — 

Wallace  C.  Nickels  (B.S.A.S.)    1  12  0    4i  — 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Graham  (S.A.A.)  ...  0  7i  —  — 

(  ol.  F.  M.  Svnge  (B.S.A.S.)  ...  0  9|  0    9^  9J: 

(  apt.W.  B.  Kennett (F.S.A.A. )  0  .5  —  — 

I".  .7.  Fox  (F.S.A.A.)   0  13^  0    9  9 

The  weighing  in  took  place  at  the  London  and 
Paris  Hotel,  on  the  Harbour,  the  house  of  call  for 
boatmen  of  the  F.S.A.A.,  the  position  of  which  made 
it  very  convenient  for  both  piers.  The  cheery  host, 
Mr.  G.  B.  Gray,  a  member  of  the  local  association, 
kindly  placed  a  room  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee 
tor  the  purpose.  The  following  acted  as  judges  and 
'  lerks  of  the  scales  : — On  the  first  day,  Mr.  G. 
'  olman  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Wampach  (hon.  sec.)  ;  on  the 
-f'cond  day,  Mr.  A.  C.  Wampach  and  Mr.  J.  F. 
Kldridge  ;  and  on  the  third,  Mr.  G.  Colman  and 
Mr.  P.  .1.  Fox. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Colman,  in 
the  absence  of  the  hon.  sec,  who  had  attended  the 
Deal  Competition  with  Mr.  J.  F.  Eldridge,  thanked 
the  visitors  for  their  presence,  and  said  that  although 
the  actual  catches  of  fish  had  been  small,  this  was 
not  at  all  an  evidence  of  what  we  c;an  do  from  the 
piers  at  Folkestone  when  the  state  of  the  water 
permitted ;  at  the  same  time  it  was  a  splendid  test 
of  endurance,  and  showed  the  true  sporting  ipstincts 
if  the  competitors,  that  despite  the  long  daily  spell, 
-ind  the  tension  that  must  be  attached  to  it,  nearly 
-ill  the  contestants  fought  the  days  through  from 
-tart  to  finish,  with  a  break  only  in  the  middle  of  the 
'lay  for  hmch.    He  thought  the  result  of  the  meeting 
would  impress  upon  the  Committee  of  the  F.S.A.A. 
that  the  experiment  hatl  not  been  such  a  success 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  repeat  it — in  fact,  it  was 
r  laking  much  too  hard  work  of  pleasure,  and  when 
was  taken  into  consideration  that  ladies  were 
ivited  to  join  in  the  contest,  he  thought  there  was 
I  doubt  aljout  it  that  the  general  hours  of  10  a.m. 
.  4  p.m.  were  quite  long  enough  to  satisfy  anybody. 
I  cf)nclusion,  he  remarked  how  pleased  he  was  to 
:'ain  see  amongst  the  competitors  many  of  those 
ho  attended  the  initial  competition  of  the  F.S.A.A., 
':ntioningin  particular  Mrs.  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Graham 
id  Mr.  Wallac;e  C.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S.,  and  he  trusted 
i  ;it  ho  should  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  many 
oro  times,  and  he  could  promise  that  when  they 
mo  to  Tolkestone  they  would  recejve  a  hearty 


welcouio  as  brother  anglers,  and  lie  hoped  would 
always  find  that  we  were  good  sportsmen  in  every 
way,  for  we  of  the  F.S.A.A.  prided  ourselves  that 
we  played  "  cricket."  He  said  that  he  had  epitom- 
ised the  throe  days'  work  with  the  following  results  : 

Class  T. 

First  prize.  Captain  W.  B.  Kennett  (F.S.A.A.), 
51b.  3|o7,.  ;  second,  Wallace  C.  Nickels  (B.S.A.S.), 
4lb.  Tioz.  ;  third,  Edgar  Edwards  (Heron  A. A., 
Heme  Bay),  31b.  ll^oz. 

Class  If. 

First  prize.  Captain  W  B.  Kennett  (F.S.A.A.), 
4lb.  ;  second,  Edgar  Edwards  (Heron  A.A.),  3lb. 
ll^oz.  ;  third,  P.  j.  Fox  (F.S.A.A.),  21b.  12J07.. 

Class  III. 

First  day  :  First  prize.  Captain  W.  B.  Kennett 
(F.S.A.A.),"21b.  4oz.  ;  second,  P.  J.  Fox  (F.S.A.A.), 
lib.  2oz. 

Second  day  :  First  prize,  Edgar  Edwards  (Heron 
A.  A.),  l5-ioz.  ;  second,  J.  Whitchurch  (Heron  .\..A..), 
12ioz. 

third  day  :  First  prize,  G.  Field.  (West  Pier, 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A.A.),  15oz.  ;  second. 
Colonel  F.  M.  Synge  (B.S.A.S.),  9-i-oz. 

Class  IV. 

First  and  second  prizes.  Colonel  F.  M.  Synge 
(B.S.A.S.),  121-oz.  and  lljoz. 

Class  V. 

Ladies'  prize,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Graham  (Southend  A.A.), 
lloz. 

Class  VI. 

B.S.A.S.  bronze  medal.  Captain  W.  B.  Koimett 
(F.S.A.A.),  41b. 

Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels  said  he  quite  corroborated 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Colman  in  reference  to  the  new 
departure  for  time,  and  although  an  enthusiastic 
fisherman,  he  thought  that  the  usual  competition 
hours  of  10  a.m.  to  4.  p.m.  were  better.  He  was 
pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of  visiting  Folke- 
stone again,  as  he  had  done  so  on  the  occasion  of  all 
competitions  held  there  ;  and  as  a  member  of  the 
parent  society,  the  B.S.A.S.,  he  wished  to  testify  to 
the  able  manner  in  which  the  competitions  were 
arranged  and  carried  out,  and  that  they  reflected 
great  credit  upon  the  hon.  secretary  and  the  execu- 
tive. He  was  always  pleased  to  come,  and  trusted 
to  have  the  pleasure  many  times  yet. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Graham,  Southend  A. A.,  on  behalf  of 
Mrs.  Graham  and  himself,  thanked  the  association 
for  the  sport  afforded,  and  said  that  on  a  future 
occasion  he  would  suggest  that  the  competition 
should  be  carried  out  on  one  pier  only,  or  if  on  more 
than  one  that  the  competitions  should  be  distinct  ; 
he  did  not  think  it  quite  fair,  for  visitors  in  particular, 
who  would  not  know  the  capabilities  of  the  two 
piers,  and.  without  for  a.  moment  wishing  to  suggest 
anytliing  but  pure  sportsmanship  on  behalf  of  the 
local  association,  he  thought  it  would  tend  to  the 
satisfaction  as  well  as  the  (■iiinfnrt  of  those  concerned. 
He  was  so  pleased  with  his  visits  to  Folkestone 
that  he  made  the  offer  of  a  prize  for  the  next 
autumn  competition  on  behalf  of  his  wife,  and  also 
one  on  his  own  behalf. 

Mr.  George  Field,  West  Pier,  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  A. A.,  said  it  was  his  first  visit  to  Folke- 
stone, and  he  trusted  it  would  not  be  his  last ;  he 
would  second  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Graham,  and  also 
suggest  that  the  supervision  of  the  competitors 
should  be  more  stringent.  He  did  not  wish  to  sug- 
gest that  there  was  or  had  been  anything  that  was 
underhanded  or  unfair,  but  in  the  interests  of  the 
association  itself  he  would  certainly  impress  upon 
the  F.S.A.A.  that,  although  ninety-nine  in  a  himdred 
were  honest,  yet  there  sometimes  came  along  the 
lumdredth  who  was  not  strong  enough  to  resist 
temptation. 

Mr.  Colman,  in  reply,  thanked  all  present  for 
their  assistance,  and  said  that  he  hoped  they  would 
forgive  any  shortcomings,  and  that  any  suggestions 
such  as  had  been  made  were  highl.y  appreciated 
and  would  be  placed  before  the  committee.  He 
once  again  thanked  them,  and  promised  whenever 
they  came  to  Folkestone  a  hearty  welcome  ;  he 
was  sorry  the  energetic  and  enthusiastic  hon. 
secretary  was  not  able  to  be  there  to  speed  the 
parting  guests,  but  his  professional  duties  had  made 
a  claim  upon  him  immediately  on  his  return  from 
competing  at  Deal,  and  they  might  be  sure  nobody 
regretted  his  absence  more  than  himself.  The 
average  catch  for  the  three  days  of  the  eleven 
competitors  who  weighed  in  was  21b.  T^oz.  ;  of  the 
seven  prize-winners,  31b.  loz. 

Most  of  the  visitors  having  long  journeys  to  take, 
the  meeting  closed  with  hearty  wishes  from  all  for 
an  early  reunion. 


^oks  from  tJ)c  ^otf^. 

Threb  inches  of  snow  arc  reported  from  the 
Balmoral  district.  1  hope  it  will  be  thirty  before 
Christmas,  and  even  a  few  inches  more  all  the  better. 


With  the  change  in  the  weather  there  has  been 
no  change  in  the  rivers,  and  they  are  still  a«  dead 
low  as  if  at  summer  level,  if  not  even  lower. 

Mr.  Coates,  the  lessee  of  Glen  Tana,  Deeside,  left 
for  Ayrshire  on  Nov.  18.  He  has  had  an  excellent 
shooting  season,  but  the  back-end  salmorv  fishing 
was  an  entire  blank.  Mr.  Coates'  lease  of  the  famous 
glen  with  its  incomparable  attractions  expires  in 
April  next. 

On  Nov.  17  the  thermometer  at  Aberdeen  (taken 
for  the  Metiiorological  Office,  London)  stood  at 
56deg.,  being  13deg.  higher  than  London  and 
15deg.  higher  than  Paris.  The  maximum  reading 
was  as  high  as  59deg.,  which  is  unprecedented  for 
November. 

Mr.  AVm.  Walker,  of  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Com- 
pany, who  knows  as  much  about  salmon  and  their 
ways  as  any  man  living,  is  greatly  concerned  as  to 
the  present  grave  state  of  matters,  especially  on  the 
Don, 

He  thinks  the  Dee,  Spey,  Tay,  and  suchlike  rivers 
which  have  a  good  spring  run  will  be  all  right,  but 
the  Don  will  suffer  excessively.  The  fish  are  now 
disappearing  from  the  tidal  and  dropping  back  into 
the  sea. 

They  will  seek  other  rivers  to  spawn  in~wherever 
they  can  find  them  ;  and  this  the  Don  in  its  present 
state  cannot  well  afford. 


The  Duke  of  Sutherland  has  an  interesting  case 
just  now  in  the  Court  of  Session,  in  which  he  asks 
interdict  against  a  parish  clergyman  for  exercising 
sporting  rights  over  grazings  aimexed  to  the  glebe 
lands.  At  one  time  a  couple  of  hares  would  have 
settled  the  matter.    Not  now — "  grouse  is  grouse." 

Special  Scotch. 


DEATH  OF  A  WELL-KNOWN  BORDER 
ANGLER.  • 


On  Monday  the  grave  closed  over  the  remains  of 
Mr.  Wra.  O.  Bell-Irving,  of  Milkbank,  Annanda'e. 
a  gentleman  that  was  we!]  known  in  Scotland  and 
Norway  as  a  most  successful  angler.  A  month  ago 
the  Fishing  Gazette  recorded  the  success  of  Mr. 
Bell-Irving,  who  had  landed  a  couple  of  25-pounders 
in  his  stretch  of  the  river  Annan.  Dur'ng  the  third 
week  in  October  ho  caught  a  chill  while  angling  in 
his  uncle's  water  (Sir  Robert  Jardine's  Castle- 
milk  stretch),  and  he  died  very  suddenly  last 
Week.  Every  May  he  proceeded  lo  his  river  in 
Norway,  and  his  success  there  was  quite  extra- 
ordinary when  many  failed.  For  twenty  years  he 
resided  in  Calcutta,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  the  senior  partner  of  the  weU  known  firm  of 
Jardine,  Skinner  and  Co.,  Calcutta  and  London. 
About  nine  or  ten  years  ago  he  came  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  his  native  dale  of  ^Milkvale, 
and  built  on  his  estate  a  princely  residence. 

W.  W. 


SHAFTESBURY  THEATRE. 


Mrs.  Cr.ugie's  (John  Oliver  Hobbes)  new  play, 
"  The  Flute  of  Pan,"  produced  by  Miss  Olga 
Nethersole  at  the  Shaftesbury  Theatre  on  Nov.  11, 
is  a  very  beautiful  production,  and  deserves  success. 
The  excellent  ca-st  includes,  in  addition  to  iliss 
Nethersole — who  plays  the  heroine.  Princess  Margaret 
of  Liguria — M;si  Amiie  Hughes,  Miss  Frances  Ivor, 
Miss  Kate  Phillips,  Mr.  Herbert  Waring,  C.  W. 
Somerset,  Mr.  Dawson  ^Milward,  Mr.  W.  T.  Lovell. 
and  Mr.  Farren.  Pan  is  a  god  who  drives  away 
melancholy  and  brings  happ.ness  to  all  those  who 
listen  to  tne  music  of  his  flute.  The  heroine  is  an 
absolute  monarch  (a  spinster),  and  the  hero  an 
English  nobleman  (an  artist  and  a  soldier).  Mr. 
Herbert  Waring  is  very  fine  indeed  in  this  character, 
investing  it  with  a  dignity  it  fully  deserves.  Miss 
Nethersole  is  magnificent,  intensely  emotional,  and 
full  of  tragic  power.  The  various  scenes,  laid  in 
Venice,  Florence,  and  Liguria,  are  most  picturesque, 
and  the  dresses  prove  a  feast  of  delight  to  all  female 
hearts.  The  entire  play  is  an  artistic  success,  and 
is  worthy  of  a  brilliant  future. 
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WHY  I  BECAME  AN  ANGLER, 
r  

I  WAS  born  in  the  month  of  May,  1819.  My 
memory  carries  me  back  to  the  year  1822.  I  was 
then  three  years  of  age.  My  father  was  a  sailor, 
and  he  brought  me  a  fiddle  from  London — this  I 
remember  well.  The  next  voyage  he  went  he  never 
returned — was  drowned  at  sea.  My  mother  then 
removed  to  Embleton  from  South  Shields.  My 
father  and  mother  both  belonged  to  Embleton.  A 
man  in  the  village,  well  on  in  years,  used  to  spend 
much  of  his  time  at  the  burnside  fishing.  I  always 
went  with  him.  Well  do  I  remember  the  first  trout 
I  saw  him  catch — it  looked  so  beautiful  with  its 
black  and  red  spots.  T  used  to  watch  all  his  move- 
ments to  circimavent  the  wary  trovit.  Bordering  on 
six  years  of  age,  he  made  me  a  fishing  rod.  It  was 
a  willow  wand  about  nine  feet  in  length,  and  he 
fixed  line  and  hook  to  it.  I  was  prepared  with  a 
few  worms.  Arriving  at  the  burnside,  the  water 
was  coloured  after  rain.  I  baited  the  hook,  and 
firopped  the  worm  in  the  water.  It  was  taken  at 
once.  I  could  feel  the  fish  at  it.  I  tried  to  lift  it 
out.  There  was  no  landing  place,  but  a  high 
eipbankment.  The  willow  wand  would  not  lift  it^ 
so  hand  over  hand  I  landed  my  first  trout.  I  felt 
at  least  ten  feet  high.  Admiring  it  as  it  lay  on 
the  grass,  I  baited  my  hook  with  another  worm  and 
threw  it  in  a.  deep  pool,  and  fixed  the  rod  with  a 
peg  through  a  loop  on  the  rod,  for  a  fish  would  draw 
it  in.  I  at  once  went  home  with  my  big  trout.  It 
weighed  l^lb.  Mother  sent  me  to  the  minister  with 
it,  and  I  got  sixpence  for  it.  And  this  was  the  first 
money  I  ever  earned.  That  trout  ga\  e  me  fishing  on 
the  brain  all  the  rest  of  my  life.  I  got  a  bit  of  bread 
and  went  back.  The  rod  was  pulled  down  the 
water.  Had  it  not  been  pegged  down,  perhaps  I 
should  never  have  seen  it  again.  It  was  a  terrible 
experience  for  me.  I  had  no  idea  of  the  kind  of 
fish  I  had  on,  sometimes  nearly  pulling  the  rod  out 


of  my  hands.  At  last  I  was  determined  it  must 
come,  so  hand  over  hand  got  to  the  line.  All  my 
strength  was  exerted  in  landing  it — a  large  eel  three 
feet  in  length.  I  set  my  foot  on  it  near  the  head  to 
get  the  hook  out  of  its  mouth.  The  eel  coiled  itself 
roimd  my  leg  and  threw  me  to  the  ground.  On 
getting  to  my  feet,  like  a  spirited  little  boy,  my 
monkey  was  up.  I  would  let  him  see  he  would  not 
master  me,  so  gripped  the  eel  with  Vjoth  hands 
near  the  head  to  get  the  h')ok  out  of  its  mouth. 
In  a  moment  the  eel  coiled  it.self  round  my  neck. 
In  trying  to  pull  it  away  the  eel  coiled  itself  the 
tighter  and  was  choking  me.  I  got  terribly  afraid, 
and  cried  out  "  Murder  !  "  Some  women  were 
working  in  a  field  near  by,  and  one  of  them  came 
running  to  ine.  She  took  the  eel  off  my  neck  and 
suid  :  "  I  know  how  to  kill  an  eel — lash  its  tail  on  a 
stone,"  which  she  did,  on  a  large  boulder,  both  head 
and  tail.  The  eel  was  quiet  enough  now,  but  not 
dead.  In  this  contest  I  candidly  confess  the  eel  had 
the  best  of  it.  The  first  round  it  threw  me  to  the 
ground,  the  second  round  it  would  have  polished  me 
off  by  choking  me. 

When  I  got  home,  my  new  suit  of  clothes  were  tiie 
same  as  if  I  had  been  painted  with  varnish,  being 
covered  with  slimo  from  the  eel.  I  may  here  mention 
tiiat  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  woman,  and 
impressed  on  my  mind  tluit  every  good  thing  came 
from  the  Lord.  So  I  tliought  the  first  big  trout  I 
caught  was  a  godsend  ;  and  after  baiting  my  hook 
and  throwing  it  into  the  water,  in  my  simple,  innocent 
way  1  offered  an  e  irnest  prayer  to  the  Lord  to  hook 
on  another.  1  confess  from  that  day  to  this  I  never 
prayed  to  hook  on  another.  Not  that  I  don't  like 
eels  to  eat — they  sire  my  favourite  fish  —but  I  do  not 
like  to  cat(5h  those  slippery  gentle  nen.  Many  a 
time  at  the  waterside  I  have  exchanged  trout  for 
eels. 

I  find  in  my  log  book  tliat  in  the  yeir  1875  I  caught 
(iOOlb.  of  trout  ;  the  heaviest  basket  I  had  for  one 
day's  fishing  was  3()lb.  (this  was  got  on  the  Tweed 
up  from  Brouechton  Station),  and  on  four  successive 
days  1  had  241b.,  211b..  19lb..  and  141b.  I  spent 
all  my  spare  time  at  the  waterside  to  counteract  the 
ill-effects  of  close  confinement,and  I  ascribe  to  this  the 
great  measure  of  health  I  liave  enjoyed.  My  next 
birthday  will  be  the  eighty-seventh.  Although  I 
cannot  now  see  to  read — and  that  is  like  a  .sentence 


of  death  to  me — my  health  is  good.  How  very 
appropriate  the  following  lines  are  : — 

"  Up  the  dean  at  Spittalford  as  soon  as  the  school 
came  out, 

Among  the  stones  beneath  the  bank  we  gumped 

for  the  trout. 
O  give  me  back  those  happy  days,  so  innocent 

and  free — 

0  give  me  back  the  lads  that  played  in  Embleton 
with  Tne  ! 

"  Up  the  dean  at  Spittalford  beneath  the  brig  with 
glee. 

Our  shoes  and  stockings  on  our  backs,  our  breeks 

above  the  knee  ; 
'J'he  broom  and  bramble  on  the  hill,  the  whin 

upon  the  brae — 

1  see  it  all  on  lonesome  nights  when  far  from 
Embleton  away. 

"  Up  the  dean  at  Spittalford  we'll  rneet  again  na 
mair. 

The  lads  that  gumped  trout  with  me  are  all  in  a 

graveyard  lair. 
O  give  me  back  those  happy  days,  so  innocent 

and  free — 

O  give  me  back  the  lads  that  played  in  E  nbloton 
with  me  !  " 

M.  WiNI.AV. 


The  striped  bass  are  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the 
New  York  Aquarium.  Some  of  them  have  been 
there  for  ten  years.  Thirty-seven  out  of  fifty-five 
placed  there  in  May,  1894,  have  survived.  Most  of 
those  lost  died  in  the  first  year.  Not  one  has  died 
during  the  past  four  years.  Four  of  the  five  puppy 
seals  that  recently  arrived  at  the  aquarium  have 
died.  They  were  in  the  best  ot  health  on  their 
arrival,  but  they  succumbed  to  the  changes  of  the 
climate.  They  contracted  bronchial  pneumonia  and 
lived  only  a  short  time.  The  last  of  the  five  will 
probably  die  of  the  same  disease.  About  six  hundred 
specimens  of  fish,  including  such  .species  as  white 
and  yellow  perch,  catfish,  pickerel,  carp,  suckers, 
sunfish,  pearl  roach,  common  roach,  fresh  water 
minnows,  lir^e  and  snail  mouthed  bass,  were  taken 
in  the  waters  of  the  parks  of  the  city  by  the  fishermen 
from  the  aquarium. 


A.  GARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd 


Daily  Telegraph  says  :  "Carters  have  earueJ  a  reputation  for  good  honest  work.' 


People. — "  Carters  is  the  Best  House  in  London 


137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  and 

1,  2,  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.G. 

(.V/;.iK    THE    ANUKL,  ISLlNGTOy.) 
Telephone:  1129  Central.  Telegranu  :  "  FUh^,  London." 

Land  and  Water.— "  XhoMt  half  the  oiual  prices." 


CARTERS  SPECIALITIES  FOR  SEA  FISHERS. 

Remember  that  Carters  have  made  a  special  feature  of  the  Sea  Angler's  requirements,  and  hold  the  larsest 
and  best  selected  Stock  in  the  Trade.     Beware  of  imitations!    insist  on  having  the  best,  "CARTERS." 

The  B.S.A.  Sea  Reel. 

SOr^E  MAKERS. 


CARTERS  SPECIAL  PAHERNS  OF 
SEA  TACKLE. 

The  Diamond  Straight  Pull 
Paternoster  (Patent). 

The  most  killing  tackle  for  all  classes  of  seafhihing. 

This  Paternoster  is  now 
the    recognised  standard 
pattern,  and  is  in  use  all 
round  our  coasts.    It  has 
had  many  imitators,  but 
nothing  approaching  it  for 
piactical   purposes.  Tlie 
shape  of  the  Boom  over- 
comes (lie  objection  to  the 
old  straight  boom,  wliich 
invariably   got   bent  and 
twisted  in  the  course  of  a 
day's  fishing,  more  partic- 
ularly  when    conger  eels 
were  hooked, 
such  fish 
often  break- 
ing the  wire 
through  their 
twisting.  The 
swivel  head 
of    the  Dia- 
mond Boom 
prevents  this. 
Amongst 
many  notable 
captures  during  the  past  few  seasons 
may  be  mentioned  a  Skate  of  105  lbs. , 
Conger  of  40  lbs.,  Cod  of  23  lbs.,  Cape 
Salmon  of  72  lbs. 
PnirK, ;  3  booms  on  gut,  or  wire  throughout, 
1/6;  extra  stout,  in  German  silver,  for  Colonial 
wall  rs,  2/-  each  ;  fitted  with  hooks  and  lead, 
6d.  extra. 

"  Carler  s  Paternoster  is  excellent."— K«Ain<7 
Gazelle. 

"  Deal,  October. 
'  "The  best  Paternoster  Tackle  I  have  ever 
used.  "J.  W.  ZAEHNijUOftF,  B.S.A.S." 


OILSKIN  CLOTHING  FOR  SEA  FISHING,  &C. 

Dressed  by  a  patent  process  which  prevents  Sticking. 


NO  SEA  FISHER  SHOULD  BE 
Send    fox*   Illustvatea  Price 


CARTERS  OILED  COAT. 

Weight,  31  lbs. 

Supplied  in  Black  or  Yellow. 
1022.    Price  21/- 

Superior,  with  storm  cuffs,  etc. 
1023.  25/- 

These  are  made  of  best 
materials,  and  are  indis- 
pensable for  pier  work.  Anglers 
generally  will  find  them  of 
great  value  in  wet  weather. 

In  ordering  give  length  re- 
quired and  chest  measurement 
over  coat. 

s 

Sou'-wester,  3/6  extra. 


CARTERS  SPECIAL 
OILSKIN  OUTFIT 

ilade  especially  for  sea 
fishers,  consisting  of  sou'- 
wester, jacket,  and  trousers ; 
weight  only  4  lbs.  Being  light 
and  pliable,  can  be  packed  in 
a  fishing  bag  with  ease.  Gar- 
ments supplied  separately. 

1024.  Sou'-wester  . .  price  3/6 

1025.  Trousers     ..    „  10/6 

1026.  Jacket  ,  12/6 

1027.  Complete  Out- 

fit ..    „  25/- 


WITHOUT  THEM. 
XtXuti   Post  FV4 


Approved  and  used  by  Members  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Thousands  of  these  reels  have  been  produced 
during  the  past  few  seasons,  giving  entire  satis- 
factiou. 

Made  on  the  Nottingham  principle,  with  inner 
plate  and  back  rim  of  brass.  Gunmetal  spindle 
aud  check,  non-rusting  ;  there  is  no  possibility  of 
warping.  A  combination  which  is  indispensable 
for  the  Sea  Fisher. 

934   Size,    4^  in.     5  in.     6  in. 
•Price  8/6      9/6  12/6 

Sea  Fisher's  Journal,  March. —  "The  'B.8.A.' 
reel  has  become  quite  a  favourite,  and  for  general 
sea  fishing  it  will  bi-  hard  to  beat  It  is  fitted,  as 
all  sea  reels  should  be  fttttrd,  with  large  bandieg, 
and  is  strong  and  well  made."  . 
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THE  DEAL  COMPETITION. 


1  At  the  time  of  going  to  press  (possibly  owing  to 

(  ihe  illness  of  the  secretary )  no  account  of  the  Deal 
Competition  is  t3  hand.  Mr.  J.  Richardson,  who 
always  renders  jeoman  service  at  this  festival,  has 
kindly  forwarded  a  summary  of  the  results  of  the 
three  days'  fishing : — 

Saturday,  Nov.  19. 
Chas.  Adey,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  4oz.  ;    one  cod, 

101b.,  4oz.  ;  gross  weight,  211b.  •2oz. 
A.  W.  Avery,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  8oz. 
A.  L.  Bacon,  twelve  whiting,  101b.  7oz.  ;  one  cod, 

111b.  4oz  ;  gross  weight,  331b.  7oz. 
\V.  J.  Bewers,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  9oz, 
E.  X.  Carr,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  12oz. 
Reg.  Carey,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  7oz. 
R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  8oz. 
-Mrs.  Hardy  Corfe,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  loz. 
H.  Dally,  eleven  whiting,  71b.  15oz. 
Miss  E. 'Dally,  twelve  whiting.  81b.  12oz. 
E.  X.  Durlacher,  twelve  whiting,  101b.  12oz. 
P.  Edwards,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  8oz. 
Herbert  Gentry,  twelve  whiting,  101b.  12oz.  ;  gross, 
191b.  13oz. 

E.  T.  Grosvenor,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  4^oz. 
-A..  Hudson,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  8oz. 
\V.  Jopson,  1  cod,  171b.  2oz  ;  one  cod,  lOlb.  12oz.  ; 

seven  whiting,  41b.  12oz.  ;  gross,  321b.  lOoz. 
-Mrs.  Kerr,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  l|oz. 
•J.  T.  King,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  14ioz.  ;  one  conger, 

91b.  9oz.  ;  gross,  171b.  7ioz. 
\V.  H.  McLachlan,  one  conger,  81b.  5oz. 
T.  Owen,  twelve  whiting,  81b. 

F.  S.  C.  Phillips,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  8oz. 
VV.  K.  Summers,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  4oz. 
A.  C.  Towers,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  9Joz. 
W.  Tress,  twelve  whiting,  81b. 
O.  Wheeler,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  7^oz. 
H.  Wood,  twelve  whiting,  81b.   13oz.  ;    one  cod, 

91b.  13Joz.  ;  gross,  271b.  l^oz. 
S.  Wood,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  4oz. 

Sunday,  Nov.  20. 
R.  T.  Colley,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  12Joz. 
R.  Day,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  13oz. 
F.  Falkner,  one  cod,  2ib.  ooz. 
J.  W.  T.  Gilbert,  seven  whiting,  31b.  15oz. 
Mrs.  Gilbert,  three  whiting,  lib.  12oz. 
W.  R.  Harrison,  one  cod,  21b.  .5;Voz. 
H.  Pincott  Hill,  six  whiting,  31br  9oz. 

E.  F.  Lamb,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  8oz. 
H.  C.  Loney,  tweh-e  whiting,  91b.  IS^oz. 
•J.  C.  Stevens,  eleven  whiting,  71b.  loz. 
H.  Watkins,  one  conger,  81b.  9oz.  ;  gross,  131b.  5oz 

Monday,  Nov.  21. 
W.  Burgess,  eight  whiting,  51b. 
V.  J.  Dunn,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  6oz. 
VV.  J.  Flexman,  six  whiting,  one  cod,  two  pouting  ; 
gross,  71b.  7oz. 

F.  Fryett,  one  cod,  91b.  13oz. 
J.  Glassington,  one  cod,  71b. 
C.  F.  Godfrey,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  lloz. 
J.  W.  Memess,  two  cod,  41b.  6oz.  ;  gross,  71b.  8oz. 
W.  J.  Reynolds,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  7oz. 
F.  Smith,  one  cod,  lOlb.  8oz. 
H.  Tautz,  eight  whiting,  41b.  12oz.  ;  gross,  81b. 
F.  A.  Woolls,  twelve  whiting,  101b.  2oz. 
Mrs.  Willing,  nine  whiting.  Sib.  13oz. 


AX  ODD  WAY  TO  FISH. 


My  son  Julian  furnishes  me  with  this  account  of 
a  curious  manner  of  fishing  which  he  saw  in  Jamaica  : 
— "  After  spending  even  so  short  a  time  as  one  month 
in  the  tropics,  one  can  readily  understand  the  possi- 
bility of  such  a  strange — to  us — performance  as  that 
Mr.  Charles  Kellogg  and  I  witnessed  one  night  in 
Kingston  Harbour.  We  were  idly  lounging  about 
the  wharf  of  the  United  Fruit  Company,  waiting  for 
the  Admiral  Sampson  to  take  us  back  to  Phila- 
delphia, our  cameras,  with  every  plate  exposed, 
having  been  stored  away  with  our  baggage.  Other- 
wise wo  might  have  gotten  some  kind  of  a  picture, 
'•ven  in  the  failing  light,  of  the  strange  scene  before 
us.  Two  negro  fishermen  had  put  out  their  net,  a» 
the  great  circle  of  buoys  or  floats  indicated,  and  had 
stationed  themsf  Ives  at  one  side  with  their  boat. 
All  would  be  quiet  for  a  few  moments  until  suddenly, 
with  a  great  shouting,  which  was  taken  up  by  a 
crowd  of  coolies  on  shore,  the  two  negroes  would  rap 
loudly  with  their  patldles  on  the  side  of  the  boat. 
Instantly  mullet  would  flash  out  of  the  green  water, 
trying  to  jump  over  the  boat  into  the  water  beyond 
both  boat  and  net.  They  jumped  out  of  the  water 
<}ft.  or  so  from  the  boat,  and  would  surely  have 
cleared  everything  had  it  not  been  for  a  net  which 
was  hung  on  poles  like  a  fence,  and  which  invariably 
threw  the  rnullet  back  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat. 
Hiis  wa«  repeated  over  and  over  until  the  catch 


numbered  dozens,  from  two  to  six  or  seven  being 
caught  each  time  the  pounding  and  shouting  was 
resorted  to.  Certainly  nothing  could  lie  done  more 
characteristic  of  the  tropics  tliaii  such  a  performance, 
yet  our  friends  at  home  have  always  called  it  a  fish 
story.  The  mullet  are  a  silver  fish,  about  the  size 
of  herring,  except  that  they  are  rounder,  being  in 
shape  like  our  chub.  They  were  great  jumpers. 
When  we  drew  a  sf  ine  for  alligators  in  the  Salt  Ponds 
at  Port  Henderson  the  mullet  jumped  all  over  the 
net,  in  and  out,  just  for  the  fun  of  it,  apparently. 
Great  numbers  of  them  ai-e  caught  with  dynamite 
by  simply  priming  it  and  throwing  it  into  the  water, 
when  the  silly  mullet  at  once  dart  up  and  swim 
around  and  around  until  the  dynamite  explodes  and 
kills  them  all.  At  Port  Henderson  1  throw  stones 
from  the  dock,  when  in  the  clear  water  I  could  see 
the  mullet  appear  as  if  by  magic,  darting  about  th( 
stone  in  a  whirling  circle.  How  such  habit  origi 
nated  it  is  hard  to  imagine.  At  any  rate,  it  made  a 
beautiful  picture,  the  green  water  below  flashing 
forth  the  silver  fish,  the  old  dugout  with  its  half- 
naked,  muscular  negroes,  the  coolies  in  their  flowing 
robes  of  every  colour  on  shore,  the  cocoanuts  of 
barbaric  splendour  rising  against  the  Blue  Moun 
tains  that  in  turn  rosa  into  the  very  clouds."  — 
John  Burroughs,  in  Outing. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
The   "Pilot"  Spinner,   illustrated  on   p.  327, 
Nov.  5,  can  onjy  be  obtained  on  application  to 
H.  R.  Stewart  and  Co.,  938,  First  National  Bank 
street,  Chicago. 


Xetters  to  tbe  Ebftor^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.l 

"STEWART"  TACKLE  FOR  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  fecond  week  of  this  month  I 
had  a  few  days'  angling  for  salmon,  and  as  waters 
were  low  and  fish  scarce  I  had  resort  to  every  lure 
permissible  to  "  the  sport." 

For  the  first  time,  and  acting  under  Ihe  advice  of 
an  angling  friend,  I  tried  the  "Stewart"  tackle 
(sneck  bend,  three  hooks,  first  and  tl  ird  four  inche 
apart,  and  tied  on  good  gut),  and  fishing  upstream 
as  for  trout  in  a  clear  water.  At  the  second  cast  I 
struck  and  hooked,  about  seven  yards  from  where  I 
stood  and  directly  across  the  water,  what  seemed  to 
be  a  twenty- pounder  at  least.  (I  had  another,  it 
was  a  hen  fish,  ]eapii;ig  three  times  before  she  took 
my  fine  fat  lobworm.)  The  fish  rose  imthfdiate'y 
on  striking,  and  sinking,  sulked  and  worried  at  the 
bottom  of  the  s'ream,  whence  in  a  couple  of  minutes 
my  tackle  came  back  to  me  with  the  tail  hook 
almost  straight,  and  the  second  cne  s'ighdy  drawn 
out.  You  can  imagine  my  chagrin.  Was  it  defective 
tackle  or  an  unskilled  angler  ?  I  have  referred  to 
the  tackle  maker,  and  he  tel's  me  the  hooks  are 
perfect  specimens  of  workmanship  and  material. 
Anglers  by  my  side  at  the  time  condemned  the 
"Stewart"  for  salmon  fishing,  remrrking  against 
the  sneck  bend,  and  condemning  the  fineness  of  the 
wire.  Perhaps  some  of  your  coi  respondents  will, 
through  your  columns,  kind  y  give  me  the  benefit 
of  their  experience  with  this'tackle,  and  say  if  the 
"  Stewart  "  is  to  be  depended  upon  when  it  is  tied 
in  the  fashion  described.  Also,  where  c  ne  can  get 
hooks  of  sufficient  strength  for  the  sport  of  taking 
fish  running  up  to  twenty  pounds  and  over  that 
weight.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Youis 
truly,  W.  Johnstone  Fobfar. 

Glasgow. 

[Probably  Mr.  Forfar  was  rather  too  hard  cn  the 
fine  wire  "Stewart"  hooks.  He  should  jet  his 
"  Stewart "  tackle  for  salmon  made  with  stouter 
hooks.  Hooks  such  as  are  ussd  for  the  smallest 
salmon  flies  would  do  well,  and  if  they  are  eyed  the 
tackle  can  be  made  up  at  the  waterside  if  neces^sary. 
I  much  prefer  the  Limerick  shape  for  «almon  hooks. 
A  salmon  fly  never  looks  so  handsome,  in  my 
opinion,  as  on  a  g  od  black  Limerick  hook,  nor  do 
I  think  theie  ia  any  better  hook  lor  hooking  and 
holding.  This  wt  xi  d  be  the  verdi.  t  of  thOKS-vnds  of 
salmon  anglers  if  all  those  who  have  used  them 
could  testify. — Ed.] 


GRAYLING  FISHING  ON  THE  CLYDE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  pleased  to  read  the  letters 
in  your  recent  issues  about  grayling  fishing.  It 
may  interest  some  of  your  readers  to  learn  that  the 
Clyde  contains  large  numbers  of  grayling,  especially 
in  the  beautiful  stretches  of  water  between  Carstairs 
and  Elvanfoot,  a  distance  of  about  twenty-three 
miles.  The  river  (except  about  half  a  mile  at 
Abington  House,  the  residence  of  Sir  Edward  Cole- 
brooke)  is  open  to  the  public,  and  is  well  worth  a 
visit  from  some  of  our  English  brethren  of  the  angle. 


The  (Jlydo  grayling  is  a  strong  and  lusty  fish,  and 
rises  well  to  the  fly  in  Aiigust,  September,  and 
October,  a  day's  fly-fishing  in  any  of  those  months 
generally  consisting  of  a  mixed  bag  of  about  equal 
numbers  of  trout  and  grayling. 

The  best  months  for  l)ait  fishing  are  generally 
November  and  December,  but  the  season  varies,  and 
depends  on  how  soon  we  get  a  good  hard  frost.  A» 
for  bait,  the  Clyde  angler  appears  to  abhor  gentles, 
and  puts  his  faith  in  a  small  red  worm  used  on  a 
Thomson  tackle  tied  on  the  finest  of  gut.  A  better 
bait  still  is  the  creeper,  locall.y  called  the  "gadger"  ; 
they  can  be  found  in  abundance  on  the  river  bed 
throughout  the  winter,  and  are  a  deadly  lure, 
especially  in  a  clear  water  with  a  touch  of  frost  in 
the  air. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  find  space  for  the  above 
notes,  and  you  might  mention  that  I  should  be 
glad  to  give  information  to  any  angler  who  may 
wish  to  visit  the  Clyde. — Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  C. 

CAUSE  OF  LINES  ROTTING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  (laze.Ue  of  Nov.  19 
"  Bluebr.ttle  "  wishes  to  know  the  cause  of  the  rot 
in  his  salmon  line.  You  add  a  note  saying  that 
you  have  discovered  the  same  thing  in  some  lines 
which  are  only  oil  dressed.  Oil  dressed  lines  are 
generally  dressed  with  boiled  oil,  that  is,  raw  linseed 
oil  which  has  been  boiled  with  a  certain  amount  of 
litharge  (red  lead),  one  of  the  most  common  of  driers. 
It  is  the  action  of  the  litharge  on  the  silk  which  pro- 
duces an  oxydisation,  or  rot.  With  lines  dressed 
with  raw  oil  and  a  varnish  drier  this  rot  does  not 
take  place.  The  above  is  the  result  of  my  experience 
in  line  dressing. — Yours  truly,  C.  D.  W. 


[Much  obliged, 
right. — Ed.] 


I  have  no  doubt  "  C.  D.  W."  is 


GREAT  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir.  —  I  have  been  again  to  see  that 
Plough  and  Harrow  pike  and  what  it  looks  like 
by  daylight.  There  is  no  weight  recorded,  nor  any 
inscription  on  the  glass  case.  It  has  all  the  appear- 
ance and  markings  of  a  Dutch  pike,  of  which  many 
were,  and  may  be  now,  brought  by  the  Holland 
eel-skoots  to  Billingsgate.  About  twenty  years  ago 
I  saw  a  291b.  Dutch  pike  at  Mr.  Gow's,  the  fish- 
monger of  Broad-street,  E.C.,  the  counterpart  of 
the  Plough  and  Harrow  fish — they  may  be  identical. 
I  knew  an  instance,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  where 
a  201b.  pike  purchased  at  a  stall  in  Petticoat  lane, 
Whitechapel,  was  "  palmed  off  "  as  one  caught  in 
the  river  Lea  at  Tottenham — ^I  won't  mention  the 
man's  name,  but  he  was  expelled  from  his  club. 
The  fish  in  its  glass  ease  can  still  be  seen  at  an  inn 
in  the  X.E.  distri(  t  of  London. — Youirs  truly, 

A.  Jabdxne. 

BAIT  FISHING  FOR  GRAYLING. 

Dear  Sib, — Grayling  do  not  take  the  worm  freely 
even  in  the  North  of  England  during  the  (.pening 
weeks  of  October  unless  it  should  be  exceptionally 
cold  weather  and  sharp  frosty  nights,  but 
"  Thymallus  "  should  have  no  difficulty  in  catching 
them  with  the  gentle  if  fished  carefully  up  stream 
on  very  fine  tackle.  My  experience  is  that  until 
we  have  had  a  week  or  two  of  sharp  frost  to  kill  off 
the  nympha  or  drive  it  into  the  mud  and  sand  and 
the  temperature  of  the  water  continues  low  enough 
to  keep  it  there,  grayling  are  never  ""  mad  "  on 
the  worm. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  send  "  Thymkllus  "  a  cast 
such  as  I  use  for  my  own  fishing.  The  books  on 
grayling  fishing  that  would  interest  ""  ThjTnallus  " 
are  Jackson's  ""  Practical  Fly  Fisher,"  7s.  6d.  ; 
Pritt's  "  Book  of  the  Grayling,"  15s.  ;  and 
Walbran's  "  Grayling  and  how  to  Catch  Them," 
2s.  6d.  I  have  bought  up  the  whole  stock  of  these 
three  works,  and  also  the  full  rights  of  the  former 
and  latter  works.  Pritt's  arid  W'albran's  books  deal 
largely  with  bait  fishing. 

Thanks  to  the  open  weather  we  have  enjoyed, 
I  have  been  catching  very  fair  dishes  of  grayling 
with  the  fly  during  the  two  hours  I  can  devote  to 
my  only  pastime  each  day.  Jackson  in  his  "  Prac- 
tical Fly  Fisher,"  says:  "  In  the  year  1851,  on  the 
16th  and  17th  of  December — with  fly — I  killed 
eleven  large  graylings,  besides  smaller  ones  and 
smelts,  the  river  at  the  time  being  very  low  and 
clear,  the  weather  mild,  inclined  to  frost." 

During  the  past  thirty-eight  years,  in  which  I 
have  regularly  fished  for  grayling  in  likely  and 
unlikely  weather  almost  daily,  I  have  never  caught 
them  so  late  in  the  year  with  the  fly,  but  with  a 
continuance  of  the  mild  weather  I  see  no  reason 
why  I  should  not.  U^p  to  now  almost  total  absence 
of  frost  has  been  against  worm  fishing ;  as  an 
instance,  on  Nov.  18,  after  the  fish  had  finished 
rising,  I  fished  a  favourite  stream  from  bottom  to 
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top  "  blank  "  witli  the  worm  I  then  changed  to 
the  gentle,  and  from  top  to  bottom  got  a  dozen 
nice  grayling,  darkness  alone  preventing  more. — 
Yoiu-H  truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 

FISHING  RIGHTS  IN  SCdl'LAND. 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  Nov.  12  I  was  in- 
terested to  observe  in  a  note  by  "  G.  M.,"  under  tlie 
lieading  "  Rights  to  Fisliing  in  Tidal  Waters  in 
Scotland,"  that  there  "  is  practically  no  such  thing 
as  '  free  '  fishing  in  the  popular  sense  of  the  term," 
and  yet,  tliat  while  the  salmon  laws  of  Scotland  do 
not  take  cognisance  of  brown  trout  "  where  there 
are  no  riparian  rights,  there  can  be  no  proKsecution  " 
for  brown  trout  angling. 

No  one,  I  opine,  with  any  pretension  to  a  know- 
ledge of  things  pertaining  to  our  recreation  and 
sport,  will  take  any  exception  to  the  first  of  these 
dicta,  taut  the  second,  it  appears  to  me,  is  "  prac- 
tically "  a  contradiction  in  terms.  The  right  of 
tishiiig  for  brown  trout,  we  are  told,  is  a  pertinent 
of  the  land,  in  other  words,  belongs  to  the  landowner, 
and  it  has  bpcn  proved  time  and  again  that  as  sucli 
landowner  the  Civil  Courts  are  open  to  him  to  take 
interdict,  which,  being  granted,  is  \isually  followed 
by  a  prosecution  if  the  offending  member  of  the 
public  persists. 

The  a\-erage  angler  generally  is  not  much  of  a 
lawyer — contrariwise,  he  is  a  contemplative  man 
and  a  peace-loving — and  it  surely  serves  no  good 
end  for  statements  like  these  to  reach  liis  eyes  through 
the  medium  of  and  with  the  great  authority  which 
the  Fishing  Gazette  carries.  Itideed,  to  the  un- 
thinking individual  angler  it  does  much  harm,  and 
to  the  secretaries  of  angling  clubs  renting  waters, 
like  the  prov^erbial  rag  to  an  infuriated  bull,  it  makes 
them  madder  than  ever  over  their  grievances — 
poachers  ! 

I  do  not  write  in  any  controversial  disposition, 
and  if  "  G.  M.,"  in  an  off  moment,  would  give  us  a 
■lesumtf  of  that  famous  "  Spey  Case  "  to  which,  as 
he  says,  "  the  qviestion  of  tjrown  trout  angling  can 
only  bs  determined  by  reference."  he  would  be 
doing  a  really  good  thing  towards  a  true  enlightan- 
ment  of  many  obfuscated  anglers  in  the  south  of 
Scotland,  anglers  whose  only  desire  is  to  be  law- 
abiding  citizens,  and  sinners  (unwittingly)  bursting 
with  an  enthusiasm  to  do  as  they  would  be  done  by. 

Another  famous  "  and  oft-quoted  case  is  that 
of  Fergusson  v.  Shirr eff  (July  18,  1844),  the  judgment 
in  which,  while  it  demolished  the  notion  of  public 
right  to  fishing  in  private  waters,  likewise  upset  the 
published  dicta  of  many  authorities  and  writers  on 
the  laws  of  fishing,  and  who  were,  pei'haps,  really 
at  the  bottom  of  the  many  misconceptions  which 
prevail  among  anglers  on  this  question  of  rights." 
This  case,  it  is  to  bo  remarked,  had  regard  to  the 
Tyne,  an  English  river,  at  a  non-tidal  and  non- 
navigable  part,  but  it.  too,  is  often  instanced  as 
nettling  for  all  time  tlie  law  of  the  question  in 
Scotland. 

If,  I  repeat,  "  G.  M."  would  shed  his  northern 
light  on  the  "  Spey  Case,"  and  one  or  other  of  your 
many  gifted  and  capable  Northumberland  angling 
authorities  on  "  Fergussou  v.  Shirreff,"  they  would 
confer  (with  your  kind  assistance,  sir)  a  favour  on 
many  of  your  readers  liere  and  elsewhere  in  the 
south-west  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  on — Yours  truly, 

Glasgow.  Skepticus. 

FISHING  IN  THE  RIBBLE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  would  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  tell  me  through 
the  medium  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  if  there  are  fish 
ill  that  part  of  the  river  Ribble  that  flows  through 
Preston,  and  the  kinds  of  fish.  If  not,  any  waters 
about  that  town  where  good  fishing  may  be  obtained. 
Tliankirig  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

 J.  Healey. 

JACK  WITH  A  WART. 

Dear  Sir, — By  this  post  I  send  you  the  head 
of  a  21b.  jack,  caught  on  Nov.  U>  in  the  Avon  here, 
by  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, Mr.  T'.  G.  Harding.  Can  you  kindly  mention 
in  the  next  Fishing  Gazette  what  is  the  matter  with 
it.  (See  cvn'ious  growth  imder  jaw.)  Our  secretary 
particularly  wishes  me  to  make  it  clear  to  you  that 
he  would  have  returned  the  fish  to  the  water  had 
it  not  been  for  the  growth  on  it.  With  apologies  for 
troubling  a  busy  man,  and  wishing  you  all  the  good 
wishes  of  the  "forthcoming  festive  season. — Yours 
truly.  Spinning  Minnow. 

Bath. 

[The  jack  had  a  wart  or  wen  imder  the  lower 
jaw  ;  probably  it  had  been  wounded  and  the 
wound  had  healed  up,  leaving  a  curious  lump. — Ed.] 

COLONEL  THORNTON'S  BIO  PIKE. 
f«  Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  W.  Fabian's  query 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  19,  relative  to  a  pike 
which  was  said  to  have  weighed  about  481b.  when 


caught  by  Colonel  Thornton  in  1784  ("  Thornton's 
Sporting  Tour,"  edit.  1890,  p.  94),  Hofland  says  : 
"  The  gallant  Colonel  could  '  draw  the  longbow,'  and 
it  was  asserted  on  the  other  side  of  Tweed  that  the 
fisli  was  taken  on  &  trimmer."  As  to  an  authentic 
list  of  big  pike,  I  pul)lished  one  in  a  Fishing  Gazette 
in  January  or  early  February,  1897,  in  response  to 
a  request  by  the  late  Lord  Inverurie.  My  list  gives 
more  than  fifty  pike  caught  between  the  years  18(i9 
and  1895,  and  ranging  between  201b.  and  .'J71b.  ;  or 
a  list  will  be  found  in  my  book,  "  Pike  and  Perch," 
the  "  Angler's  Library,"  pub.  1898,  obtainable  at 
W.  H.  Smith  and  Sons,  Strand. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jardine. 

PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Bluebottle,"  in  his  letter  to  you 
on  above  subject,  mentions  Maldon. 

My  society  rent  without  doubt  the  best  waters 
near  Maldon,  and,  although  really  large  pike  are 
seldom  taken,  fish  up  to  141b.  were  had  last  season. 

One  member  three  weeks  back  was  smashed  up 
with  a  large  pike,  but  1  sliould  be  sorry  to  state 
the  estimated  weight. 

A  pike  over  201b.  was  taken  from  a  private  lake 
a  few  miles  from  Maldo>i,  and  perhaps  your  corre- 
spondent has  heard  of  this. 

Our  waters  are  well  stocked  with  roach,  and 
baskets  of  lOlb.  during  the  past  two  seasons  have 
been  common.  Mr.  Homer  had  a  good  basket 
w<>ighing  24  5^lb.  taken  in  six  hours. 

For  some  years  dace  seemed  to  have  des'^rted  our. 
tidal  waters,  but  last  week  they  wera  feeding  freely. 
— Yours  truly,       R.  J.  Wells,  Hon.  Sec, 

JIford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  33lb.  LOUGH  CONN  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  I  send  you  a  photograph  of 
the  331b.  pike  caught  by  Mr.  Mossop  in  Lough  Conn 
recently,  and  about  wliich  there  has  been  some 


correspondence.  As  you  can  see,  there  is  no  question 
about  its  being  a  very  deep  fish,  and  the  best  this 
season  so  far,  unless  I  am  much  mistaken. 

This  photograph  was  taken  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Pontoon,  where  I  was  staying,  and  I  may  say  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Patrick  Healy  do  their  best  to  make 
visitors  extremely  comfortable,  and  the  best  proof 
of  this  is  that  these  visitors  repeat  their  visits. 

I  shall  hope  to  return  there  next  year  and  try 
to  annex  a  similar  fish  to  the  enclosed. — Yours' truly, 

R.  C.  Smyth. 

P.S. — Mr.  Mossop  gave  me  leave  to  send  this 
photo  to  you. 

PRESERVING  GUT  DAMP— HOW  TO  GET  RID 
OF  C.\RP. 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  also,  as  your  correspondent 
"  H.  A.  S."  says  in  your  last  issue,  to  "add  to  the 
general  perplexity  "  that  exists  as  to  the  best  method 
of  preserving  gut  casts  by  relating  the  following 
incident.  A  spinning  trace  of  mine  which  had 
remained  under  water  for  twelve  months  was  at 
the  end  of  that  time  as  strong  and  in  as  good  con- 
dition, so  far  as  the  gut  was  concerned,  as  when  it 
was  first  immersed, .  The  swivels  were  mere  masses 
of  rust. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  White's  letter  of  Nov.  12  re 
"  How  to  get  rid  of  Carp,"  I  would  ask,  is  he  quite 
certain  that  the  rises  he  saw  were  those  of  "  fingerling 
trout  "  ?  1  have  often  been  deceived  by  the  rises 
of  small  roach  and  carp  into  the  pleasant  belief  that 
the  water  contained  plenty  of  trout  fry. 

I  feel  certain,  judging  from  my  own  experience. 


that  no  matter  how  little  water  niay  remain  in  his 
pond.  Mr.  White  will  never  be  able  to  rid  the  water 
of  carp  by  netting  ;  the  only  certain  way  that  1 
know  of  is  to  let  out  nearly  all  the  water  and  then 
add  chloride  of  lime  ;  but  it  is  so  seldom  that  this 
course  can  be  adoj)ted  without  damaging  other 
waters  that  ])robably  the  suggestion  is  iLseless. 
After  liming,  the  water  from  the  pond  might  be 
temporarily  diverted  perhaps.  It  is  certain  that 
if  the  carp  are  allowed  to  remain  they  will  eat  aJ 
large  number  of  fry  as  well  as  thicken  the  water. — •] 
Yours  truly,  W.  F.  Booth.  ' 


TWO  TROUT  ON  ONE  HOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — Whilst  worm  angling  for  trout  thi.s 
autumn  in  a  small  river  here,  I  caught  two  small 
trout  on  a  single  hook,  one  hanging  on  each  side 
of  point  of  barb.  Is  not  this  a  rather  unusual 
occurrence  ? — Yours  truly,      W.  F.  J.  Arthur. 

Isle  of  Mull. 

[Very  unusual. — Ed.] 

A  TWICE-CAPTURED  POLLACK. 

De.\r  Sir, — About  three  weeks  ago  I  hooked  a 
pollack  of  3^lb.  on  float  tackle,  but  in  trying  to 
bring  him  up  to  the  top  stage  of  the  pier  he  broke 
the  light  gut  I  had  on.  On  Saturday  this  fi.sh  was 
caught  on  the  pier  with  my  hook  (a  "  Model  Par- 
fait  ")  in  his  mouth.  By  the  way,  can  anyone  tell 
me  why  at  Ilfracombe  rpck  whiting  are  called 
"  glowers "  or  "  glovers,"  and  the  three-headed 
rockling  a  "  skuse  "  '!  And  regarding  this  latter, 
it  is  hard  to  persuade  'Combites  that  it  is  a  "  sea- 
trout,"  I  suppose  a  corruption  of  "  St.  Mary's 
trout  "  '! — Yours  truly,  R.  W.  Veenon. 


SALMON  POACHING. 

Dear  Sir, — There  are  many  cases  of  poaching 
salmon  to  be  before  the  inagistrates  shortly,  but 
they  are  those  in  the  fresh  waters.  A  strange  case 
occurred  last  week  ;  the  lawyer  and  the  witness  in 
one  ca.se  proceeded  to  view  the  exact  spot  to  make 
the  casp  clearer  before  the  macistratcs,  and  to  theii- 
surprise  they  came  across  another  party  and  caught 
them  just  gaffing  a  salmon.  Their  surprise  will  be 
explained  when  the  case  is  brought  forward.  Salmon 
are  rimning  up  very  plentifullj%  and  a^e  three 
months  later  than  in  years  past. — Yours  truly, 

Barnstaple.  J.  Rowe. 

EXTRAORDINARY  VORACITY  OF  A  PIKE— 
274  FRY  FOR  A  MEAL. 

Dear  Sir, — As  showing  the  extraordinarv 
destructive  character  of  pike  to  fish  life,  the  following 
authentic  incident  will  be  of  interest  to  all  anglers. 

On  Nov.  7  last  Mr.  J.  Bennett,  a  member  of  thti 
White  Swan  Piscatorials,  Birmingham  (Provincial 
Association),  while  fishing  at  Westwood  Park, 
Droitwich.  with  his  brother,  among  a  number  ol 
pike  caught  during  the  day,  tpok  one  which  weighed 
41b.  lloz.,  and,  owing  to  its  peculiar  shape  (being 
swollen  out  as  though  blown  up),  upon  arrival  at 
the  club  house  he  opened  the  fish  in  the  presence 
of  five  or  six  other  members.  Upon  being  opened, 
the  stomach  was  found  to  be  full  of  small  fish,  which 
were  counted  and  nmnbered  274,  all  small  bream 
and  roach  from  lin.  to  IJin.  in  length. 

The  pike  was  taken  with  a  live  minnow  on  a  gut 
line  fishing  for  perch,  and  the  pike,  together  with 
the  274  small  fish,  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  Barrett. 
7,  Digbeth,  Birmingham,  during  the  remaining  part 
of  the  week. 

Have  you  any  record  of  such  a  number  of  fish  fry 
being  foimd  in  a  pike  before  ?  I  saw  the  pike  before 
being  opened  and  again  after,  and  on  inspecting 
the  small  fish  found  the  greater  number  bore 
no  signs  of  either  mutilation  or  mastication,  and  as 
most  pike  when  hooked  try  to  vomit  fish  recently 
taken,  there  is  no  doubt  this  particular  pike  had 
thrown  up  several  before  being  landed. — Yours  truly, 
Hakry  W.  Miller, 
Secretary  Provincial  Angling  Association.  J 
15,  Aston-lane,  Perry  Barr,  Birmingham. 

P.S. — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  re  bream  in  West- 
wood  Park  Lake,  I  know  several  anglers  who  have 
taken  fish  of  this  class  upwards  of  31b.  each,  and 
some  exceed  4lb.  It  is  noted  for  the  quantity  of 
bream  in  the  pool.  I  quite  agree  with  you  that  the 
fish  mentioned  takes  the  medal  for  being  a  glutton, 
and  had  I  not  actually  seen  it  and  the  contents  of 
its  stomach  I  could  not  have  believed  it  possible. 
I  forgot  to  mention  that  the  pike's  pouch  was  so 
extended  that  it  appeared  t:)  be  little  thicker  than 
tissue  paper,  and  the  fish  were  plainly  discernible 
through  the  skin  of  the  stomach. 

[For  its  size  (41b.  lloz.)  this  pike,  I  think,  holds 
the  record  for  number  of  fish  destroyed  for  one  meal ; 
in  fact,  it  looks  as  if  he  was  laying  in  a  stock  for  the 
winter  ! — Ed.]  ^ 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Wonderfully  Effective  New  Method  of 
Purifying  Waters. 

In  the  Cerdury  Magazine  for  December,  which,  by 
the  way,  I  can  recommend  to  all  lovers  of  bird  life, 
there  i.s  an  article  by  Gilbert  H.  Grosvenor  describ- 
ing a  simple  but  none  the  less  wonderful  discovery. 
\Vhen  I  read  the  title  of  the  article  I  thought  it 
referred  to  some  new  patent  filter  for  filtering  a  few 
gallons  of  drinking  water,  but  it  is  something  very 
different.  It  seems  that  for  several  years  past  Dr. 
George  T.  Moore,  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Director  of  the  Laboratory  of  Plant 
Physiology,  has  been  trying  to  find  some  cheap  and 
effective  method  of  purifying  the  water  of  reservoirs 
and  lakes.  He  is  the  same  man  who  perfected  a 
means  of  inoculating  sterile  ground  and  making  it 
tiring  forth  fruit  in  abundance  (see  the  Century 
Magazine  for  October,  1904).  Mr.  Grosvenor  begins 
his  article  by  an  account  of  the  many  millions  of 
dollars  spent  by  municipalities  in  different  parts  of 
the  United  States  in  the  endeavour  to  get,  or,  rather, 
to  keep,  a  pure  water  supply.  He  mentions  many 
iastances  of  cities  and  towns  which  at  great  expense 
have  built  large  reservoirs,  only  to  find  that  after  a 
year  or  two  the  water  stored  in  them  became  so 
poisoned  by  algaj  that  it  could  be  used  by  neither 
man  nor  beast,  and  was  so  offensive  that  it  was 
impossible  to  use  it  even  for  watering  the  streets.  It 
would  be  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  any  reader  of  these 
lines  who  is  interested  in  a  pure  water  supply,  from 
a  drinking,  commercial,  or  fishing  point  of  view,  not 
to  buy  and  study  Mr.  Grosvenor's  most  interesting 
article  in  the  Century  Magazine  for  December  ;  it  is 
published  by  Messrs.  Macmillan,  price  one  shilling. 
What  are  Alo^  ? 

"  Probably  few  people  know  what  algje  arc.  They 
must  not  be  confused  with  the  eel  grass,  pickerel 
weed,  water  plantaias,  etc.,  which  are  commonly 
found  in  reservoirs,  and  are  most  apt  to  attract 
attention.  Unlike  algaj  these  plants  have  a  definite 
stem,  with  roots  and  leaves,  and  usually  produce 
flowers.  Then  there  is  the  duckmeat,  or  Lemna, 
often  seen  floating  on  the  surface.  But  these  are 
not  alga,  and  are  not  responsible  for  the  bad  odours 
and  taste  of  wat«r."  Some  of  the  salt-water  alga) 
are  the  largest  plants  known  in  nature— a  Pacific 


Coast  form  is  from  seven  to  eight  hundred  feet  in 
length.  Others  of  the  alga)  are  so  small  as  to  be 
invisible  to  the  naked  eye.  There  are  hundreds  of 
fresh-water  forms,  but  only  about  a  dozen,  it  seems, 
which,  according  to  Mr.  Grosvenor,  give  troubh  in 
our  water-supply  reservoirs.  The  thick,  spongy 
layer  that  gathers  on  stagnant  pools,  and  is  popu- 
larly known  as  frog  spavm  or  pond  scum,  is  one  kind 
of  algae,  but,  as  a  rule,  the  alga)  which  cause  the  bad 
taste  and  smell  of  water-supply  systems  are  the 
minute  and  almost  invisible  forms,  of  which, 
perhaps,  the  best  known  are  the  blue-green  algae. 

One  Hundred  Thousand  in  a  Cubic 
Inch  of  Water. 

"  Though  the  individual  plants  are  invisible  to  the 
naked  eye,  there  are  so  many  thousands  of  them  in 
each  cubic  centimetre  of  water  in  a  polluted  reservoir 
(as  many  as  50,000  to  the  cubic  centimetre  have 
been  counted)  that  the  water  has  a  greenish,  slimy 
look,  and  gives  everjrthing  a  disagreeable  green  stain. 
Each  tiny  organism  secretes  a  bit  of  sharp  and  pene- 
trating oil ;  when  this  oil  is  liberated  by  the  death 
or  decay  of  the  cell,  or  the  breakage  of  the  oil  sacs, 
the  stench  begins."  The  usual  colour  of  the  algse 
is  blue-green,  but  it  may  be  olive,  yellow,  brown, 
chocolate,  or  purplish-red  ;  it  is  the  colour  of  the 
algse  in  it  which  in  the  warm  months  makes  ponds 
and  lakes  have  a  sickly  greenish  hue,  or  appear  as 
of  a  diluted  coffee  colour,  often  looking  blood-red 
in  certain  lights. 

The  Simple  Remedy. 

After  long  experiment,  most  interestingly  de- 
scribed in  the  article  from  which  I  am  quoting,  Dr. 
Moore  discovered  that  copper  sulphate,  commonly 
known  as  blue  vitriol,  possessed  exactly  the  qualities 
he  required.  Tests  showed  that  a  very  little  of  this 
very  cheap  substance  will  destroy  all  algse  organisms 
in  a  small  tank  in  a  few  hours,  and  absolutely  prevent 
their  recurrence  ;  it  dissolves  so  easily  and  tho- 
roughly in  water  that  every  bit  of  the  copper 
which  does  the  poisoning  of  the  algse  is  freed  to  act 
immediately.  The  farmers  of  Virginia  and  other 
southern  states  were  complaining  that  their  valuable 
watercress  crops  were  being  destroj'-ed  by  algse — 
smothered  by  them.  At  Dr.  Moore's  suggestion  the 
farmers  dissolved  small  quantities  of  the  copper 
sulphate  among  the  cress  beds — one  part  of  sulphate 
to  fifty  million  parts  of  water  was  found  to  destroy  the 
algse  and  bring  about  their  complete  disappearance. 
The  watercress  was  unharmed.  "  By  one  of  the 
mysterious  conditions  of  nature  the  copper  spread- 
ing through  the  water  attacked  and  destroyed  one 
vegetable  organism,  but  was  powerless  to  affect 
another  vegetable  organism,  the  cress." 

Dr.  Moore's  First  Experiment  with  a  Reservoir. 

A  town  in  Kentucky  had,  at  much  expense,  built 
an  elaborate  water-supply  system,  but  there  was 
continual  difficulty  with  the  water.  Dr.  Moore 
visited  the  reservoir,  and  found  the  water  packed 
with  anabcena  organisms,  as  many  as  7000  filaments 
to  the  cubic  centimetre.  The  water  smelled  like  a 
pig  pen  and  tasted  to  match,  and  was  of  a  slimy 
greenish  colour.  The  reservoir  was  not  a  large  one, 
being  about  25,000,000  gallons  capacity,  just  what 
was  wanted  for  the  first  experiment.  As  the  algse 
were  so  dense  he  decided  to  give  it  the  rather  strong 
dose  of  one  part  of  sulphate  to  4,000,000  gallons. 
The  experiment  was  made  in  July,  1903.  The  only 
apparatus  required  was  some  coarse  sacks  and  a 
row-boat.  About  2001b.  of  blue  vitriol  were  placed 
in  the  sacks,  and  hung  from  the  stem  of  the  boat. 
Then  the  boat  was  rowed  about  the  reservoir  in 
every  dire6tion  for  several  hours,  covering  every 
part  of  the  surface,  in  order  that  the  copper  should 
be  evenly  distributed.  The  crystals  were  soon  dis- 
solved, and  the  party  returned  to  the  shore.  Dr. 
Moore  knew  that  the  small  amount  of  copper  dis- 
solved was  so  thoroughly  distributed  that  it  could 
not  make  the  water  dangerous  to  drink,  but  would  it 
be  strong  enough  to  destroy  the  foul-smelling  plants 
in  the  water  ?  At  first  the  smell  grew  worse,  but  he 
was  not  particularly  alarmed,  as  he  had  expected 
that  the  commotion  made  in  the  water  would  break 
up  the  tiny  oil  sacs  and  liberate  the  oil.  At  the 
end  of  twenty-four  hours  the  greenish  colour  began 
to  disappear,  at  the  end  of  forty-eight  hours  the 
green  was  entirely  gone,  and  the  surface  was  clear, 
but  the  water  had  a  light  brown  tinge  due  to  the 
dead  organisms  held  in  suspension.  At  the  end  of 
the  third  day  the  water  was  clear,  sweet,  and  com- 
pletely cured  of  the  disagreeable  smell  and  taste. 
Tests  showed  that  there  was  not  an  anabcea  left.  To 
make  sure  that  the  copper  sulphate  had  not  poisoned 


the  water,  Dr.  Moore  tested  it  a  few  hours  after  the 
dose  was  applied,  and  found  no  trace  of  the  copper 
remaining. 

It  cost  about  to  purify  the  reservoir,  the  only 
item  of  expense  being  the  blue  vitriol,  which  costs 
about  G  or  7  cents  (3d.  to  4d.)  a  pound.  The  town, 
which  had  been  spending  thousands  of  dollars  each 
year  to  no  purpose,  has  had  no  further  trouble. 
Dr.  Moore  next  attacked  larger  reservoirs  with 
equal  success.  In  the  fall  of  1903  ho  sterilised  a 
basin  holding  six  hundred  million  gallons  of  water 
in  Massachusetts,  formerly  a  part  of  the  water 
supply  of  Boston.  Mr.  Grosvenor  says  "the  largest 
reservoirs  in  the  world  can  Ije  treated  in  the  same 
way.'l 

Harmless  Nature  of  the  Remedy. 

I  must  not  quote  the  facts  given  which  prove, 
on  the  authority  of  one  of  the  leading  pathologists 
in  America,  that  this  method  of  killing  algse  has  no 
injurious  effect  on  ordinary  plant,  fish,  human,  or 
other  life.  We  are  told  that  typhoid  germs  in  water 
have  been  destroyed  by  the  method,  and  Mr.  Gros- 
venor makes  the  immensely  important  statement 
that  "  we  can  positivel.y  assert  tJuit  hereafter  people 
living  in  towns  and  cities  can  he  protected  from  the 
scourge  of  disease-infected  water  by  the  copper  treat- 
ment." And  yet  the  amount  of  copper  is  so  infini- 
tesimally  small  as  compared  with  the  great  mass  of 
water  in  which  it  is  dissolved  (and  in  part  precipi- 
tated with  the  dead  organisms,  where  they  are  "  as 
harmless  as  the  sands  on  the  river  bottom")  that 
"  even  a  loaf  of  bread  or  a  cake  of  chocolate  con- 
tains more  copper  than  a  gallon  of  water  treated 
by  Dr.  Moore's  method.  But  who  ever  hears  of 
children  being  poisoned  by  copper  in  their  bread 
or  chocolate. 

Can  Dr.  Moore's  Sulphate  of  Copper  Cure  be 
Applied  to  the  Salmon  Disease  ? 

The  fact  that  Dr.  Moore  has  proved  that  he  can 
kill  the  bacteria  which  cause  typhoid  fever  justifies 
one  in  asking  whether  the  salmon  disease  bacillus 
may  not  be  fought  with  the  same  weapon  ?  "  All 
bacteria  are  vegetable  organisms.  They  are  closely 
allied  to  algse.'-  Dr.  Moore  has  now  announced,"' with 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
behind  him,  that  he  has  discovered  how  to  get  the 
good  effect  of  copper  as  a  remedy  without  any 
dangerous  results  ;  that  he  has  a  way  of  using  it  so 
diluted  that  it  cannot  hurt  a  baby,  and  yet  so  active 
that  it  will  destroy  virulent  cholera  and  typhoid 
bacilli  in  four  or  five  hours.  As  Mr.  Grosvenor 
says  :  "  Few  announcements  in  recent  years  have 
been  more  important  and  will  bring  greater  health 
and  happiness  to  mankind.'' 

A  Waening. 

"  Inexperienced  persons  are  warned  not  to  use  the 
copper  treatment.  Like  medicine  it  is  beneficial 
when  properly  used,  but  if  applied  by  someone  who 
does  not  know  the  exact  condition  of  the  water  the 
result  may  be  disastrous.  A  microscopic  analysis  is 
always  necessary  in  order  to  learn  the  number  and 
character  of  the  organisms  in  the  water,  whether  the 
water  is  hard,  soft,  etc.,  so  that  the  dose  may  be 
calculated  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  gladly  fur- 
nishes proper  authorities  with  information  and 
assistance.  Under  its  direction  the  copper  treatment 
has  been  used  in  about  fifty  different  places  through- 
out the  United  States,  in  each  case  with  invariable 
success.  Among  the  cities  that  have  already  pro- 
fited by  the  discovery  are  Elmira  and  Cambridge, 
Butte,  Baltimore,  and  Winchester. "- 

July  is  found  to  be  the  best  month  in  America  for 
killing  algse  in  reservoirs  and  lakes.  We  all  know 
ponds  and  lakes  in  this  country  which  are  useless 
almost  for  fishing  purposes  in  July  and  August  in 
consequence  of  the  algse  pest.  I  believe  Dr.  Moore's 
discovery  may  cure  such  cases,  but,  of  course,  care 
must  be  used  and  the  remedy  tried  with  caution.  I 
hope  that  some  of  our  medical  subscribers  who 
keep  aquaria  will  experiment  on  algse,  which  often 
run  riot  in  them,  to  see  the  effect  on  shrimps,  larvae, 
beetles,  etc.,  of  the  new  treatment. 

A  7lb.  140Z.  Chub  I 

Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  the  popular  vice-president  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society,  has  been  beaten  by  another 
very  good  fisherman.  He  told  me  some  time  ago  he 
was  after  a  chub  near  Christchurch,  on  the  Avon, 
which  was  nearer  81b.  than  71b.    This  morning 
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Nov.  28)  I  had  a  note  from  him  to  say  that  the  chub 
had  been  caught  by  an  otter,  and  some  time  after 
was  found  to  weigh  71b.  14oz.  I  have  asked  Mr. 
Walker  for  some  particulars  ;  it  appears  the  fine 
fish  was  but  little  injured,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Walker 
will  have  it  set  up. 

I  have  since  had  a  note  from  Mr.  Walker,  in 
which  he  says  :  — 

"That  chub  was  not  so  much  hurt,  and  Cooper 
said  it  would  set  up  all  right — ^it  looks,  of  course, 
bigger  than  mine,  but  not  so  shapely.  It  weighed 
on  Monday  at  10  a.m.  exactly  81b.,  but  at  9  p.m. 
71b.  14oz.  only ;  in  each  case  it  was  washed  and 
clean.-  There  was  a  good  meeting  of  members  at 
the  Piscatorial  Society.  I  told  them  they  could 
have  it  when  it  was  '  set  up,'  and  it  was  cordially 
accepted.  I  took  a  sketch  of  it  on  a  board. 
Here  are  the  measurements : — Length  from  tip  of 
nose  to  fork  of  tail,  24in. ;  girth,  17in.  These 
three  chub,  7lb.  14oz.,  7lb.  6oz.,  and  61b.  8oz.,  will 
look  well.  I  hav9  promised  to  lend  our  two  for 
six  months  to  the  Piscatorial  Society.'- 

Mr.  R.  L.  Fennings. 

In  consequence,  I  regret  to  say,  of  his  loss  of 
Bight,  our  old  friend,  Mr.  R.  L.  Fennings,  the  very 
popular  member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  has  had 
to  resign  the  presidency,  though  he  is  still  a  member. 
In  a  note  from  him  which  I  had  the  other  day  he 
writes  cheerfully  in  spite  of  the  great  trial  of  loss  of 
sight  and  increasing  deafness.  He  says  : — "I  am 
fairly  well  within  myself,  and  during  the  fine 
weather  spend  most  of  my  time  in  the  garden  accom 
panied  by  my  faithful  dog  ;  now  the  winter  is  on  us 
I  vegetate  indoors  in  my  armchair.''  Mr.  Fennings 
was  for  many  years  the  hon.  treasurer  of  the  Pisca 
torial  Society,  which  never  had  a  better  or  more 
respected  officer  in  that  important  post.  In  1889, 
I  think  it  was,  Mr.  Fennings  read  a  paper,  giving  a 
history  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  from  1836  to  1888 
This  very  interesting  paper  was  afterwards  published 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society, 'and  I  believe  it  is 
now  out  of  print ;  if  so,  I  hope  the  society  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  reprinting  it  and  bringing 
it  up  to  date.  By  the  way,  I  hoped  to  have  been 
able  to  find  a  portrait  of  the  late  Captain  H.  J. 
Alfred,  so  many  years  of  Moorgate-street,  in  the 
society's  collection,  but  it  does  not  appear  there  ; 
he  was  a  member  for  many  years,  in  the  fifties  and 
sixties,  I  believe.  If  anyone  has  a  portrait  and  will 
lend  it  to  me,  I  shall  be  much  obliged. 

Are  Salmon  ever  taken  with  the  Fly  in]  Pacific 
Coast  Rivers? 

Can  any  salmon  angler  refer  me  to  an  authentic 
record  of  salmon  being  taken  with  the  fly  in  North 
American  Pacific  Coast  rivers — in  fresh  or  salt 
Waters  ?  I  have  an  idea  that  some  have  been  taken 
with  the  fly  in  the  salt  water  estuaries  there,  but  I 
cannot  now  find  the  account  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ; 
it  was  some  time  in  the  nineties  I  think. 

Offer  of  Good  Free  Pike  Fishing  in  Germany. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Galpin,  writing  to  me  from  Sermione 
Lago  di  Garda,  Italy,  says  : — "  Should  you  know 
anyone  who  would  like  some  pike  fishing  I  should 
be  happy  to  arrange  to  get  the  fisher  on  the  Lauchert 
(above  Sigmaringen)  to  show  them  the  best  sport 
possible.  I  believe  it  contains  some  monsters, 
would  like  to  have  a  turn  at  them,  but  am  due  in 
Florence  and  Corfu  for  the  winter."  Mr.  Galpin 
does  not  say  if  you  have  to  give  up  the  fish  or  pay 
for  them,  as  is  so  often  the  case  on  the  Continent, 
but  I  presume  not. 

Those  Big  Rainbows. 

I  asked  Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  Exe  Valley  Fishery, 
Exebridge,  near  Tiverton,  if  he  could  find  out  for 
me  what  food  the  91b.  loz.  rainbow  and  other  big 
fellows  got  which  made  them  grow  so  quickly  from 
yearlings  supplied  by  him  to  such  a  size.  He  kindly 
replies  as  follows  : — 

"  I  have,  as  you  suggested  in  your  footnote  to 
my  letter,  inquired  further  as  to  what  food  these 
rainbows  get  which  makes  them  grow  so  wonder 
fully.  I  now  enclose  for  your  perusal  a  letter  from 
Mr.  '  H.  W.  C'  and  also  one  from  Mr.  Burt,  re  the 
rainbows  at  Bradfiold.  As  I  anticipated,  in  both 
cases  the  fish  would  appear  to  have  made  their 
growth  principally  on  fresh-water  snails  and  shrimps 
In  the  case  of  the  91b.  loz.  fish — not  9lb.  lOoz.,  as 
per  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  29 — the  pond  was,  of 
course,  absurdly  lightly  stocked,  but  this  only 


makes  it  all  the  more  interesting  that  fish  of  that 
weight,  in  a  pond  containing  so  much  '  bottom 
food,'  should  trouble  at  all  about  rising  to  small 
flies.  The  Bradfield  pond  was  let  off,  and  partly 
cleaned  out,  and  screened  a  few  weeks  before  the 
trout  were  stocked.  I  also  stocked  it  well  with 
water-plants  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  snails 
{L.  feregra  and  L.  planorbis)  and  shrimps.  I  advised 
hand-feeding  for  the  first  few  weeks  after  fish  were 
turned  down,  as  I  usually  do  in  the  case  of  newly- 
filled  small  ponds,  so  as  to  give  the  natural  food  a 
better  chance  to  establish  itself  and  increase.' ' 

Mr.  "  H.  W.  C.-'  writes  :— 

"  As  regards  food  there  are  no  minnows  in  the 
pond  of  any  sort ;  neither  could  they  have  had  any 
fish  food,  unless  they  have  bred  them,  which  I  think 
unlikely,  as  I  have  not  seen  any  small  ones.  There 
is  a  good  supply  of  snails  and  shrimps,  and  although 
these  fish  have  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  feeding 
on  fly  much,  as  all  through  the  summer  I  never  saw 
a  rise,  and  I  watched  often  during  the  hot  evenings 
of  July  and  August,  I  did  not  see  a  rise  until 
September,  and  then  not  many,  but  I  often  watched 
them  darting  about  3in.  or  4in.  under  water  as  if 
they  were  feeding  on  the  fly  before  reaching  the 
surface.  I  caught  with  fly  about  a  dozen  more 
rainbows  this  spring""  in  the  little  pond,  and  carried 
them  across  to  the  big  one  ;  they  were  about  ^Ib., 
and  I  should  think,  as  near  as  I  can  judge  their 
weight  by  seeing  them  swimming  about,  they  are 
now  close  on,  if  not  over,  21b. 

"  Last  spring,  in  repairing  the  bank  of  this  small 
pond,  I  saw  some  rainbow  spawn  ;  the  eggs  just 
showed  the  little  black  mark  of  the  fish,  but  I  have 
not  seen  any  fly  there.  Now  as  to  the  fighting  of 
this  rainbow  ;  no  one  would  expect  the  same  diffi- 
culty in  holding  and  killing  a  large  fish  in  any  pond 
or  lake  as  they  would  in  a  river  of  running  water 
where  a  fish  would  have  the  force  of  the  water  to 
help  him,  besides  many  other  things.  But  for  the 
first  ten  minutes  the  surface  of  the  pond  looked 
more  as  if  there  was  some  animal  swimming  about 
from  the  general  boil  of  the  water  and  the  waves  ;  he 
many  times  rushed  the  whole  length  of  the  pond, 
jumping  clean  out  of  the  water,  and  he  fought  so 
hard  to  the  last  that  when  I  netted  him  and  lay  him 
on  the  bank  to  take  the  fly  out  of  his  mouth  he  was 
so  done  he  never  kicked  once.'- 

Mr.  L.  F.  Burt  writes  : — 

"  I  can  only  attribute  the  growth  of  the  trout  to 
the  wonderful  amount  of  natural  food  in  the  pool, 
chiefly  consisting  of  shrimps,  snails,  and  leeches, 
for  I  only  used  the  Jcwt.  bag  of  food  you  sent,  and 
later  on  a  561b.  bag  of  hound  meal,  and  that  only 
sparingly,  as  I  had  noticed  the  amount  of  insect  life 
about.  The  little  stream  which  feeds  the  pool  is  very 
prolific  also  in  insect  life.  The  snails  planted  there 
by  you  I  know  for  certain  increased  very  largely 
indeed,  and  some  of  the  trout  when  caught  were  full 
to  bursting  of  this  diet.  The  water  supplying  the 
pool  is  pure  spring  water,  which  flows  from  its 
source  along  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  meadow  and 
woodland  before  reaching  the  pond.  That  the 
trout  thrived  mostly  on  insect  life  may  be  gleaned 
from  the  fact  that  they  could  at  any  time  be  seen 
grubbing  and  feeding  amongst  the  thick  weeds  on 
the  bottom. 

"  I  fear  that  the  biggest  fish  was  caught  igno- 
miniously  by  one  of  the  footmen  with  a  piece  of 
bread  on  the  bottom ;  others  were  caught  with 
various  methods.  The  preference  was  for  larger  fly, 
I  do  not  think  they  were  too  particular,  though  a 
large  fly  with  some  tinsel,  I  think,  had  the  greater 
attraction.  One  thing  I  noticed — namely,  they 
would  take  a  small  ordinary  trout  fly  in  the  summer 
which  later  on  they  would  not  look  at.  I  fear  this 
is  all  very  vague,  but  I  did  so  little  fishing  myself 
Acreage  of  pool,  one  acre  and  a  fraction.'- 1 

A  Capital  Pen. 

Mr.  T.  Fisher  Unwin,  the  publisher,  of  Paternoster 
square,  London,  sends  me  one  of  his  shilling  boxes 
of  the  Literary  U  pen.  I  have  used  it  for  some  years, 
and  can  strongly  recommend  it  to  those  who  like  a 
fairly  broad-pointed  pen,  which  runs  smoothly  with 
a  quill -like  action ;  it  strikes  me  as  being  an  im 
provement  on  the  celebrated  "  J  "  pen  on  some 
what  the  same  lines.    With  each  box  Mr.  Unwin 


*  In  a  later  letter  "H.  W.  C,"  referring  to  these 
rainbows,  says  that  he  moved  them  to  the  larger 
pond  as  J-pounders  last  June,  and  he  caught  one  in 
August  weighing  IJlb.— T.  F.  T. 

t  Stocking  200  large  yearlings.— T.  F.  T. 


gives  illustrated  instructions  how  to  correctTa 
printer's  proof,  which  are  most  useful  to  all  who 
write  for  the  Press. 

Back  Numbers  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette"  Wanted. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  reports  of  copies  for  sale  of 
Vols.  I.  and  II.  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  ;  also  of  any 
of  the  following  numbers— Oct.  30,  1880  ;  Dec.  18, 
1880;  Feb.  19,  1881;  April  16,  1881;  July  23, 
1881  ;  Dec.  22,  1883 ;  Dec.  25,  1886 ;  June  2, 
1888  ;  Sept.  8,  1888  ;  Dec.  22,  1888  ;  Jan.  12,  1889  ; 
June  8,  1889  ;  Nov.  16,  1889 ;  March  1,  1890 ; 
July  2,  1892  ;  Aug.  12,  1893  ;  Jan.  6,  1894  ;  May  29, 
1897.  R.  B.  Maeston^ 


FISH  CULTUEE. 


THE  SURREY  TROUT  FARM,  HASLEMERE. 

Extracts  from  the  Report  fob  the 
Sbasok  1904-5. 

"  In  order  to  meet  the  ever-increasing  demand 
for  our  fish,  we  have  this  year  again  increased  the 
number  of  trout  which  we  shall  have  for  disposal. 
The  stock  of  two-year-olds  is  especially  large,  and 
there  is  a  fair  stock  of  three-year-olds.  We  shall 
also  have  for  sale  trout  from  lib.  to  5lb.  in  weight. 
We  have  again  made  very  large  additions  to  our 
breeding  stock,  and  are  now  making  a  speciality  of 
ova  and  fry ;  we  shall  have  a  large  quantity  of 
these  for  disposal  this  season.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  we  have  made  very  considerable  reductions  in 
our  prices  for  ova  and  fry,  and  though  the  prices 
for  these  are  now  very  low,  the  standard  of  excel- 
lence will  be  as  high  as  it  always  has  been.  We  are 
determined  to  keep  to  only  one  quality,  and  that 
the  very  best.  The  superiority  of  the  fish  grown  in 
our  waters  is  well  known,  and  has  given  great  satis- 
faction in  the  past.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the 
purity  of  the  water,  the  water  plants,  and  to  the 
natural  food,  the  production  of  which  has  been  made 
a  special  feature  in  our  fishery.  During  the  past 
season  we  have  again  supplied  large  quantities  of 
fertilised  May  Fly  eggs,  and  we  are  prepared  to 
execute  orders  for  any  quantity  in  the  coming 
season.  May  Fly  eggs  are  delivered  in  June.  We 
have  also  a  considerable  stock  of  moUusca  (fresh- 
water snails,  etc.)  and  crustaceans,  such  as  the 
Gammarus  jmlex,  or  fresh-water  shrimp  ;  also  the 
various  water-plants.  Prices  can  be  obtained  on 
application.  Fry  are  recommended  for  waters 
which  do  not  contain  fish  of  any  kind.  Ponds  and 
streams  which  can  be  securely  fenced  at  both  inlet 
and  outlet  after  all  fish  have  been  removed,  will 
usually  give  a  most  satisfactory  return  when  stocked 
with  fry.  Fully  eyed  ova  judiciously  laid  down  in 
these  streams  will  often  give  just  as  good  results  as 
fry.  Waters  which  already  contain  a  few  fish 
should  be  stocked  with  yearlings,  or  even  older  fish 
if  sport  be  required  in  the  least  possible  time,  as  it 
will  be  found  that  the  loss  from  cannibalism  is  practi- 
cally nil  after  the  fish  have  reached  the  size  of  5in. 
or  6in.  The  best  yearlings  average  6in.,  but  year- 
lings averaging  5in.  are  also  supplied,  and  the  price 
is  regulated  according  to  size." 


CONCEENING  FLOATS. 
II.— THE  WITHAM  FLOATS. 


(Continued  from  page  383.) 

These  light  fioats,  as  supplied  by  that  practical 
angler,  Mr.  Barnes,  of  1,  St.  Swithin-square,  Lincoln, 
are  used,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  River  Witham  and 
Fossdyke,  or,  for  the  matter  of  that,  can  be  used 
in  any  slow-running  or  still  waters,  such  as  the  Mole, 
Stort,  Medway,  Eastern  Rother,  and  some  reaches  of 
the  Bedford  Ouse.  They  are  made  to  carry  one  or 
two  No.  6  or  7  shots,  and  the  shots  are  fixed  about 
18in.  from  the  lowest  hook. 

The  idea  of  using  the  light  shot  is  that  the  bait — 
nine  times  out  of  ten  being  gentles — shall  sink 
slowly,  and  therefore  naturally,  and  not  suddenly, 
which  startles  the  fish,  as  it  always  does  if  three  or 
four  shots  are  used.  These  floats,  being,  very  light, 
are  extremely  sensitive  and  show  the  slightest  bite, 
and  about  an  inch  should  stand  out  above  water, 
except  when  the  water  is  perfectly  smooth,  when  the 
float  need  not  show  quite  so  much. 

No.  1  is  the  pattern  of  the  Witham  float  of  days 
of  yore,  with  a  quill  top  and  wooden  bottom,  nicely 
tapered,  with  a  red,  blunt  tip,  and  easy  to  see,  and  a 
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loop  of  narrow  strip  of  quill  or  a  piece  of  stout  gut 
instead  of  the  usual  wire  ring,  and  the  joint  wrapped 
with  silk  and  well  varnished.  Until  recently  this 
float  has  not  been  obtainable  ;  and  No.  2  is  the  size 
and  pattern  quill  float  mostly  used,  but  Mr.  Barnes 
now  keeps — and  will  keep — No.  1  in  stock  with  the 
other  patterns,  as  it  is  coming  more  and  more  in 
request.  No.  3  is  a  modified  Bickerdyke  roach  float, 
a  whole  small  porcupine  quill  being  inserted  in  a 
quill  top.  Those  generally  sold  are  made  by  cutting 
a  porcupine  quill  in  two,  and  putting  the  2in.  of  quill 
on  the  thick  end  of  each  half,  but,  as  a  rule,  these 
very  soon  let  in  water,  sink,  and  frequently  pull  in 
halves.  No.  4  is  a  crow-quill,  and  will,  I  believe, 
carrv  as  many  shots  as  Nos.  1,  2,  or  3.  It  is  a  capital 
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float  for  those  whose  sight  is  good,  as  it  falls  lightly 
on  the  water,  and  shows  the  slightest  touch.  No.  5 
is  a  very  useful  "self-cocking"  float;  the  green 
coloured  bottom  quill  pulls  off,  and  can  easily  be 
made  to  cock,  one  or  two  shots  only  being  fixed  on 
the  tackle.  This  float  is  occasionally  used  in  rough 
weather,  and  is  a  good  float  for  various  sorts  of 
fishing,  as  it  can  easily  be  cast  a  long  distance. 
These  remarks,  of  course,  apply  to  roach,  bream, 
dace,  etc.,  fishing  in  the  summer  or  match  fishing 
season,  when  the  finest  draAvn  gossamer  gut  is  used, 
the  fish  for  the  most  part  being  very  small.  In 
autumn  and  winter  fishing,  unless  the  water  is  clear, 
float*  half  or  twice  as  heavy  again  and  stouter  gut 
tackles  are  used.    The  black-topped  floats  are  used 


by  many  anglers  ;  in  fact,  in  all  cases,  except  when 
fishing  in  the  shade,  thrown  by  trees,  etc.,  when  a 
red-tipped  float  is  substituted.  In  match  fishing, 
if  there  is  any  wind  or  a  ripple  on  the  water,  the 
floats  in  the  sketch  being  of  an  average  size,  are 
always  used,  but  if,  as  frequently  happens,  the  wind 
dies  away  towards  the  end  of  a  match,  a  smaller 
float  is  put  on,  which  does  not  stand  out  of  the 
water  more  than  ^in.,  with  one  No.  6  or  7  shot.  The 
idea  is  that  the  bait — nineteen  times  out  of  twenty 
being  gentles  with  Sheffield  anglers — shall  sink  very 
slowly,  and  so  enable  the  small  fry  to  take  it  as  it 
descends.  Thus  Mr.  Alfred  Crofts,  one  of  the  best 
Sheffield  roach  anglers,  says  : — "  The  shot  ought 
never  to  be  placed  a  less  distance  from  the  hook 
than  16in.,  as  many  fish  are  taken  whilst  the  bait 
is  in  the  act  of  sinking,  prior  to  the  shot  reaching 
the  bottom  ;  this  not  only  applies  to  the  beginning 
of  the  season,  but  sometimes  to  autumn  fishing." 
And  he  further  says : — "  The  success  of  our  local 
experts  is  simply  attributed  to  the  use  of  none  but 
the  finest  tackle,  at  the  same  time  avoiding  all  un- 
necessary shot  attached  to  the  gut  bottom ' '  ;  and 
here  he  is  quite  in  agreement  with  the  author  of 
the  peacock  quill-float  and  its  one  and  only  shot, 
the  chief  thing  in  which  they  differ  being  the  dis- 
tance that  the  shot  is  from  the  hook,  in  the  one 
case  being  only  3in.,  and  in  the  other  16in.  I  think 
if  the  B  B  shot  were  perforated  and  rested  on  a 
sparrow  shot  the  resistance  when  a  fish  took  the 
bait  would  be  infinitesimal. 

In  fishing  the  gently- flowing  Witham,  as  per 
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sketch,  this  represents  bottom-fishing  pure  and 
simple,  and  Lincoln  anglers  call  it,  "  Fishing  dead 
on  the  bottom."  In  fishing  thus  the  bait  is  cast 
as  straight  out  and  as  far  from  the  rod-top  as  pos 
sible,  and  after  the  bait  has  settled  to  the  bottom  in 
a  diagonal  direction,  the  light  weight  is  sufficient  to 
keep  it  in  position ;  when  adopting  this  style — 
that  is,  light  legering  with  a  float — the  bait  should 
be  18in.  from  the  shot,  which  should  be  on  the 
bottom  and  just  sufficiently  heavy  to  hold  it  and 
float  stationary  ;  the  tackle  is  much  less  likely  to  be 
observed  than  when  being  dragged  about  over  the 
fishes'  heads,  between  them  and  the  light.  If  two 
shots  are  necessary  they  should  be  placed  nearly 
together,  as  they  thus  cause  less  "swirl  "  in  sinking. 
The  fine  line  offers  little  or  no  resistance,  and  when 
the  shots  have  settled  on  the  bottom  the  top  of  the 
float  should  be  about  ^in.  out  of  the  water,  and  the 
slack  line  should  be  carefully  wound  in  ;  the  bait  is 
then  some  18in.  further  out  than  the  shots,  and  the 
gentle  current  gives  it  a  certain  amount  of  play 
which  often  proves  fatal  to  the  larger  fish.  When  it 
is  found  necessary  to  clear  the  weeds  a  little  ground- 
bait  should  be  thrown  in.  Dragging  out  the  weeds 
discolours  the  water ;  this  attracts  the  fish,  and 
as  soon  as  it  commences  to  fine  down,  by  keeping 
extremely  quiet  good  sport  may  be  had.  In  all 
cases  of  fine  fishing  the  lighter  the  shots  the  better, 
for  the  fish  detecting  the  resistance  of  a  heavy  shot 


or  shots  instantly  blow  out  the  bait,  and  are  off  like 
a  flash,  whilst  they  scarcely  perceive  one  shot,  and 
accept  the  bait ;  and  one  shot  will  hold  the  gos- 
samer  gut  tackle  sufficiently  near  the  bottom.  The 
float  cap  should  bo  l^in.  from  the  top  of  the  float, 
then  the  line  does  not  draw  it  over  but  allows  it  to 
stand  upright.  The  Witham  float  is  the  best  to 
the  Lincoln  angler's  idea,  being  sufficiently  heavy 
to  allow  a  fairly  long  cast  being  made,  and  takes 
but  one  or  two  shots  at  most  to  cock  it. 

The.  Crow-quill  Float. — The  reason  that  this  float 
is  so  much  used  is  it  is  so  thin,  and  can  be  thrown  or 
cast  easily,  as  it  does  not  give  so  much  surface  to 
the  wind  as  a  goose  quill,  does  not  "splash"  so 
much  when  it  falls  on  the  water,  carries  a  lot  of  shot 
proportionate  to  its  size,  and  being  thin  and  rather 
pointed  at  the  bottom  dips  easily,  and  shows  the 
slightest  nibble. 

The,  line  to  use. — Many  Sheffield  anglers  use  a 
No.  0  plait,  but  the  line  generally  used  by  Lincoln 
anglers  is  a  No.  1  Lindum  plait  for  roach,  and  some 
anglers  use  it  at  all  seasons.  This  very  fine  line 
accounted  for  a  41b.  pike  and  a  61b.  bream  last 
season ;  but  the  No.  0  line  is  not  patronised  by 
Lincoln  anglers  except  in  match  fishing,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  there  is  not  sufficient  silk  in  ifc 
to  stand  much  wear.  The  Lindum  plaited  lines  run 
through  the  rings  better  than  twisted,  do  not  curl  or 
kink,  and  longer  distances  can  be  cast  with  them. 
The  Sheffield  roach  and  Lincoln  floats  are  identical, 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  old  original 
Witham  float  (No.  1) — that  is,  half  wood  and  half 
quill — is  the  best ;  next  (No.  3)  the  modified 
Bickerdyke  porcupine  quill  with  a  quill  top  ;  then 
a  small-sized  goose  quill.  Any  float  that  is  like  a 
pin's  point,  such  as  small  porcupine  and  crow-quill 
floats,  are,  as  a  rule,  most  difficult  to  see,  and  for 
that  reason  I  never  use  them,  but  prefer  a  rather 
blunt-topped  float,  thus  following  the  example  of 
a  large  number  of  Nottingham,  Norfolk,  and  many 
other  clever  anglers,  for  I  am  very  partial  to  watch- 
ing something  that  can  be  seen.  The  line  E  should 
be  the  finest  gut,  not  silk,  as  silk  (no  matter  how  fime) 
absorbs  the  water,  sinks,  and  "  cants  "  the  float — • 
that  is,  makes  the  top  of  the  float  point  to  the  top 
of  the  rod,  and  throws  it  out  of  position.  Floats 
with  red,  white,  or  black  tips  are,  in  my  opinion, 
matters  for  the  individual  angler's  sight.  The  colour 
one  man  can  best  see  is  useless  to  another.  I  know 
an  angler  who  uses  a  black  float  at  all  times,  except 
when  fishing  in  the  shadow  of  trees  or  buildings, 
because  he  can  see  black  best,  and  I  know  another 
who  always  uses  floats  with  red  tips,  and  so  on. 

A  Match  Tackle. — This  tackle,  with  double  hook 
bottoms,  is  3ft.  in  length ;  the  lower  hook  strand 
is  7x,  the  middle  6x,  and  the  top  5x,  with  two 
No.  6  or  7  shots  placed  18in.  from  the  lowest  hook. 
The  top  hook  is  about  1ft.  from  the  lowest  hook, 
stands  out  about  2in.  from  the  main  line,  and  is  used 
on  stouter  gut  (if  this  gut  can  be  called  such), 
because  if  it  were  on  7x  gut  it  would  soon  break, 
as  the  length  is  too  short  for  it  to  give  or  stretch. 
The  favourite  size  for  the  bottom  hook  is  No.  12, 
and  No.  14  the  top  one  for  match  fishing,  and  all 
these  tackles,  rods,  reels,  lines,  and  floats  to  suit 
them,  and  every  other  requisite  required,  can  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Barnes,  1,  St.  Swithin-square, 
Lincoln,  and  any  information  it  may  be  in  his  power 
to  give.  His  roach  rods  differ  somewhat  from  the 
ordinary  Sheffield-made  roach  rods,  in  that  they 
are  not  so  stiff  and  rigid,  and  therefore  enable  a  long 
cast  to  be  made.  He  does  not  approve  of  snake- 
rings  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  considers  them  the 
worst  ring  made,  yet  to  meet  the  demand  for  them 
he  puts  them  on  most  of  his  rods.  He  prefers 
guard-rings,  and  puts  these  on  rods  so  ordered,  and 
graduated  (as  he  prefers  them)  from  a  fairly  large 
one  on  the  butt  to  a  smaller  one  on  the  top.  '  These 
rings,  and  also  the  top  ring,  are  made  of  fine,  hard 
needle  steel-wire,  will  stand  the  hardest  use  without 
wearing,  and  will  not  rust.  His  top  ring  is  some- 
what the  shape  but  an  improvement  on  the  ring 
usually  put  on  trout  rods,  and  allows  the  line  to 
pass  directly — that  is,  in  a  straight  line — through 
all  the  rings  with  the  least  possible  friction,  and 
enables  a  light  tackle  to  be -cast  a  long  distance. 
The  reel  he  recommends  is  a  4in.  Nottingham  reel 
with  a  large,  very  narrow  barrel,  which  winds  in 
quickly.  The  rods  most  generally  used  by  Lincoln 
and  Sheffield  anglers  are  10ft.  6in.  in  length,  but 
many  have  lately  taken  to  two-piece  rods.  His 
rods  are  very  light,  well  balanced,  strong,  and 
serviceable,  and  having  a  large  grip  to  the  handle 
are  a  plcE^sure  to  use.  A, 
(To  be  continued.) 
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THE  EIVEK  LENNAN  AND  LOUGH 
FERN,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Taken  all  through  the  past  season  on  the  River 
Lennan  and  on  Lough  Fern,  co.  Donegal,  has  been 
a  very  fair  one  indeed.  It  is  certainly  a  pity  that  no 
proper  record  of  fish  captured  is  kept ;  it  would  be 
most  interesting.  However,  sufficient  trustworthy 
information  is  available,  and  this,  in  conjunction 
with  the  fish-book  kept  at  Taylor's  Hotel,  Kilma- 
crenan,  goes  to  prove  that  both  river  and  lough  show 
an  advance  on  the  yield  to  sportsmen  as  compared 
with  the  last  few  years,  good  as  they  were.  No  very 
big  fish  have  fallen  to  the  rods  this  season,  anything 
over  15lb.  is  exceptional,  the  generality  of  fish  cap- 
tured ranging  in  size  from  that  weight  down  to  about 
51b.  or  eib.  The  total  yield  to  rods  on  the  free 
water  was  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  fish  ; 
t  may  have  been  more  than  two  hundred. 


or  dykes.  Lough  Fern  is  a  very  picturesque  sheet 
of  water,  about  2^  miles  long  by  half-a-mile  wide  at 
places.  Mr.  Manus  McGrcadie,  of  McDovitt's 
Hotel,  Milford,  and  Mr.  D.  Taylor,  of  Taylor's  Hotel, 
Kilmacrenan,  have  boats  on  this  lough,  the  charge 
for  which — including  the  services  of  a  competent 
boatman — is  5s.  per  day.  The  lower  portion  of  the 
river  is  conveniently  fished  from  Milford ;  and 
Kilmacrenan  is  the  centre  from  which  to  fish  the 
higher  reaches.  The  lough  is  convenient  to  both. 
McDovitt's  Hotel,  at  Milford,  is  an  exceptionally 
well-appointed  and  comfortable  establishment,  and 
the  charges  arc  very  moderate — SOs.  per  week,  full 
board  and  lodging.  The  respective  routes  are : 
from  Londonderry  to  Milford  by  Lough  Swilly 
Railway  to  Fahan,  thence  by  steamer  across  the 
lough  to  Rathmullan,  the  remainder  of  the  journey 
being  accomplished  by  a  car  drive  of  some  eight 
miles:  orfrom  Londonderry  by  Burton  Port  Railway  to 
Kilmacrenan  Station,  thence  by  car,  about  2^  miles. 


A  little  lower  down  there  occurs  some  flat-lying 
country,  through  which  the  Lennan  threads  its 
sinuous  course  free  from  obstruction  of  any  kind. 
Indeed,  if  it  were  not  for  the  neighbouring  hills  and 
distant  mountains  one  might  almost  imagine  oneself 
in  some  quiet,  undulating  English  country-side,  so 
far  as  the  immediate  surroundings  of  the  banks  df 
the  river  are  concerned. 

From  Kilmacrenan  down  to  Lough  Fern  the 
Lennan  is  a  continuity  of  sinuous  flat  reaches  and 
quiet,  seductive  pools  ;  there  is  very  little  broken 
water,  and  the  lies  for  fish  are  so  many  and  so  good 
that  the  angler  is  well  advised  to  fish  the  whole  of 
the  river  from  bank  to  bank,  and  to  carefully  cover 
all  parts.  The  river  enters  the  lough  at  the  southern 
end,  and  leaves  it  at  a  point  almost  close  by  at  the 
same  end.  Thus  it  follows  that  more  salmon  are 
taken  at  the  southern  end  of  Fern  than  in  any  other 
part,  although  fish  are  captured  in  most  parts  of  it. 
Where  the  Lennan  enters  and  leaves  Fern  the  lough 
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J  AS.  McGboaety  fishing  on  the  River  Lennan, 
Co.  Donegal. 


Pool  below  Kilmacrenan  Bridge,  River  Lennan, 
Co.  Donegal. 


The  fishery  deserves  to  be  better  knowoi.  It  is 
probably  the  best  free  salmon  water  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  which  is  saying  a  great  deal.  With  the 
exception  of  the  pool  at  Rathmelton  every  inch  of 
the  river  is  open  to  all  comers  without  let  or  hin- 
drance, always  supposing  they  are  armed  with  the 
necessary  20s.  licence.  There  are  nearly  twenty 
miles  of  fishable  water,  and  the  whole  of  this  can 
be  quite  easily  covered  with  a  14ft.  or  16ft.  rod  ; 
there  is  no  necessity  to  wade,  and  one  has  little 
trouble  in  casting  arising  from  obstructions  behind. 
In  other  words,  it  is  an  easily  fished  water  in  every 
way  ;  and,  what  is  more,  a  hooked  fish  should  be  a 
killed  fish,  granted  the  angler  has  decent  skill,  for, 
for  the  most  part,  there  are  no  dangerous  obstruc- 
tions in  the  water.  The  exceptions  to  this  general 
rule  are  so  few  that  they  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist. 
In  some  places  small  farm  holdings  occur  along  the 
banks,  but  the  farmers  never  interfere  with  anglers 
80  long  as  no  damage  is  done  to  stock,  crops,  fences, 


In  its  highest  reaches  and  near  to  its  source  the 
Lennan  is  an  extremely  pretty  stream,  and  there 
are  a  few  pools  which  offer  an  occasional  chance  for 
a  fish,  especially  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  season  ; 
but  hereabouts  the  Lennan  appeals  far  more  to  the 
artist  than  to  the  salmon  fisher,  and  it  is  not  until 
it  approaches  within  three  or  four  miles  of  Kilma- 
crenan that  the  river  assumes  the  importance  of  a 
salmon  water  in  all  seriousness.  From  thence 
onward  to  the  sea  there  are  pools  succeeding  pools, 
all  good  alike  until  the  tidal  waters  are  reached. 
Immediately  above  Kilmacrenan,  and  quite  close  to 
the  village,  there  are  some  very  fine  catches  indeed — 
locally  known  as  "  throws  " — and  as  these  are 
divided  by  lengths  of  broken  water  the  angler  gets 
quite  a  pleasing  variety  of  pool,  stream,  and  swirl- 
ing eddy.  Here  the  banks  are  wild,  being  thickly 
overgrown  with  gorse  and  heather  in  some  parts, 
while  in  others  the  grim,  grey  granite  lies  bare  and 
bleak.    All  the  pools  are  charming  waters  to  fish. 


is  overgrown  with  reeds  and  rushes,  but  the  salmon 
do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  shelter — probably  the 
bottom  is  too  muddy — they  either  run  direct  into 
the  river  and  up  it,  or  work  down  the  lough  a  little, 
and  are  generally  hooked  at  some  distance  from  tha 
reeds. 

After  leaving  Lough  Fern  the  Lennan  assumes 
still  more  proud  proportions  ;  and  now,  too,  the 
character  of  its  pools  change — many  anglers  will  say 
for  the  better — and  some  of  them  on  the  extreme 
lower  portions  of  the  river  (all  within  easy  distance 
of  Milford)  command  unstinted  admiration.  For  a 
short  distance  down  the  river  is  somewhat  similar  to 
the  water  above,  and  it  winds  away  through  a  flat 
valley,  which  is  backed  up  by  the  distant  mountains  ; 
then  the  hills  begin  to  gather  together,  and  there- 
after its  course  is  a  considerably  more  troubled  one. 
The  quiet  pools  and  steady  streams  in  which  the  fish 
love  to  lie  are  alternated  with  rushing  rapids  amidst 
big  brown  boulders,  or  swift  flowing  water  narrowed 
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between  the  confining  rocks  of  some  deep  gorge. 
In  some  places  the  banks  frown  from  amidst  brown 
heather  and  gorse,  in  others  a  cultivated  land  lies 
smiling.  Here  sleek  cattle  tell  of  good  pasturage, 
while  there  beyond  a  brown  barren  upland  studded 
with  big  bare  rocks  bursts  into  view.  Presently  a 
decent  house  tops  the  neighbouring  hills ;  anon 
you  may  look  in  vain  for  any  sign  of  inhabitants. 
And  through  all,  and  amidst  the  soothing  silence  and 
the  ever  present  perfect  peace,  the  Lennan  flows 
down  to  the  sea,  every  yard  of  it  offering  facilities 
for  the  salmon  fisher  to  ply  his  angle,  every  turn  of  it 
presenting  some  fresh  feast  for  the  artist's  eye. 

Although  the  Lennan  and  Lough  Fern  are  open 
from  February  until  the  end  of  October,  they  do  not 
yield  many,  if  any,  clean  fish  after  September. 
In  the  early  spring  there  is  a  good  run  of  clean  fish, 
granted  the  necessary  push  of  water,  and  they  fish 
well  xmtil  July,  the  best  months  probably  being 
March  and  April.  In  this  connection  it  is  worthy  of 
special  notice  that,  although  the  river  in  its  greatest 
length  flows  through  flat  land,  it  is  very  quickly  up, 
and  as  quickly  down  ;  and  it  fishes  best  when  bank 
full  on  a  falling  water.  Undoubtedly  the  pools 
between  Fern  and  Rathmelton  hold  fish  sooner  in 
the  season  than  those  above  Fern,  although  there  is 
now  and  again  a  fresh  run  fish  to  be  got  in  the  upper 
pools  early  in  the  season.  The  fishing  is  best  on 
Fern  in  April  and  May  ;  and  thereafter  the  whole  of 
the  river  fishes  pretty  evenly,  the  upper  pools  im- 
proving as  the  season  advanc&s  until  they  yield 


very  best  of  all  patterns  is  Orange  and  Grouse,  which 
accounts  for  more  than  half  the  fish  killed.  Other 
good  patterns  are  Green  and  Teal,  Black  and  Teal, 
Red  and  Teal,  Blue  and  Blea,  Black  and  Blca, 
Claret  and  Blea,  Blue  Spider,  and  Black  Spider. 
The  two  last-named  should  be  dressed  with  whisks 
of  golden  pheasant  topping.  E.  S.  S. 


THA.MES  WINTER  FISHING. 

Traversing  the  banks  of  the  river  from  where  I 
left  the  reader  in  my  last  contribution,  Reading 
and  Caversham,  the  villages  of  Northcot  and  Roe- 
buck are  passed,  and  the  famous  waters  of  Maple- 
durham  reached.  Some  of  the  river  here  is  strictly 
private  fishing,  and  permission  must  be  asked  from 
Mr.  Blount,  of  Mapledurham  House.  This  reach  of 
the  stream  afiords  splendid  winter  fishing,  for  it  is 
noted  for  pike  and  perch,  particularly  the  latter 
fish.  The  next  popular  station  with  the  London 
angler  is  Pangboume.  What  a  noted  place  for  good 
roach  some  years  ago !  then  it  went  off,  but  has 
recently  shown  reviving  signs.  The  fine  Weir  Pool 
is  in  private  hands,  but  I  understand  it  can  now 
be  fished  for  half-a-crown  per  day.  The  little  river 
Pang,  which  joins  the  Thames  close  by,  is  also  private, 
and  provides  good  trout  fishing  with  the  fly.  All 
the  way  from  Pangboume  to  Goring  and  Streatley, 
facing  each  other  respectively  on  the  Oxon  and 
Berks  shores,  good  "  swims  "  for  roach  will  be  found, 


Ixist  chub  water  is  to  be  fished,  namely,  the  back 
stream.  Chub  galore  are  here,  and  thirty  or  more 
fish  per  day  to  one  rod  are  not  rare,  averaging 
21b.,  with  an  odd  3  and  4-pounder  thrown  in. 
Lodgering  in  the  deep,  still  holes  under  the  bushes 
will  find  the  heaviest  fish.  This  district  is,  in  fact, 
the  great  home  of  the  Thames  chub,  for  higher  up 
at  Abingdon  the  waters  are  equally  as  good  for 
chevin,  and  particularly  the  larger  fish.  It  was  to 
Abingdon  that  the  writer  directed  the  late  Mr. 
Cormac  H.  O'Dowd  in  search  for  a  take  of  chub, 
under  the  guidance  of  that  splendid  old  Thame.'? 
puntsman  and  skilful  angler,  who,  alas !  must  also 
be  alluded  to  as  the  late  Walter  Hyde.  It  was  a 
real  treat  to  see  Hyde  cast  a  fly  under  the  bushe.s 
in  summer,  and  a  revelation  in  winter  to  see  the 
takes  of  chub  by  his  customers  on  their  return  to 
the  boathouse  at  Abingdon  Bridge.  O'Dowd's  first 
visit  was,  however,  all  but  fruitless,  but  a  second 
journey  the  following  week  made  ample  amends. 
On  that  occasion  his  captures  were  neither  more  nor 
less  than  forty  chub  and  four  jack,  all  taken  with 
bullock's  pith.  The  chub  averaged  21b.,  but  the 
largest  was  about  31b.,  and  the  jack  (not  very 
uncommon  to  take  pith)  about  41b.  each.  These 
fish,  I  believe,  were  all  shown  at  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  Holbom  Restaurant.  Above  Abingdon  Lock 
is  a  grand  stretch  of  deep  water,  hung  over  by 
bushes  all  along  Nuneham  Park  and  Woods,  but  it 
is  very  seldom  that  there  is  push  enough  of  stream 
to  float  down  from  the  punt  or  boat  (better  still 
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On  the  Riveb  Lennan,  Co.  Donegai,. 


more  sport  than  the  lower.  The  flies  must  be 
dressed  small,  and  good  patterns  are  the  Fiery 
Brow-n,  Thunder  and  Lightning,  and  a  pattern 
specially  dressed  by  a  local  sweep,  who  nearly  lives 
on  the  water,  and  consequently  knows  it  well.  He 
holds  the  record — six  fish  to  his  rod  in  one  day;  his 
name  is  James  McGroarty  ;  he  lives  at  Letterkermy, 
and  is  altogether  a  good  man  to  apply  to  for  local 
information.  His  flies  lack  neatness  of  finish,  and 
some  of  his  hooks  are  bad,  but  there  is  no  doubt  about 
his  patterns  being  killing  ones.  The  particular  fly 
referred  to  is  dressed  with  water-rat's  fur  body,  and 
has  been  named  McGroarty's  Fancy.  The  best  plan 
is  to  supply  Jimmy  with  reliable  hooks,  and  leave 
the  rest  to  him  ;  he  will  not  disappoint  you.  He  is 
cf-rtainly  a  clever  salmon  fisher. 

The  Lennan  holds  some  very  big  brown  trout, 
but  they  only  occasionally  rise  to  a  fly— that  is,  the 
local  wet  fly  patterns.  Most  probably  a  dry  fly 
man  would  kill  some  good  fish ;  at  any  rate,  in 
plac;es  the  river  is  an  ideal  dry  fly  water,  and  is  well 
worth  a  trial  A  rough  Olive,  Hare's  Ear,  or  March 
Brown  should  help  towards  success. 

In  April,  May,  and  June  Lough  Fern  provides 
•  some  exceptionally  attractive  sport  with  brown 
trout,  averaging  ^Ib.,  with  an  occasional  much 
heavier  fish  ;  baskets  of  from  three  to  four  dozen  fish 
are  quiteicommon  in  the  months  named.  Fern 
trout  are  very  game,  and  fight  for  every  ounce  of 
their  weight.    Flies  must  be  small  lake  size.  The 


and  again  on  to  Moulsford,  while  here  and  there 
are  likely  "  finds  for  jack.  Higher  up  than  Mouls- 
ford few  London  anglers  fish,  and  even  there,  since 
the  diverting  of  the  railway  line  to  Cholsey,  the 
long  walk  keeps  them  away.  Wallingford  is  the 
next  fishing  station  handy  to  the  railway,  and,  like 
Pangboume,  the  river  runs  close  by  the  station. 
Wallingford  affords  very  good  all-round  fishing, 
roach,  pike,  and  perch,  with  an  occasional  chub, 
giving  sport  in  the  winter.  Anglers'  privilege  tickets 
not  being  issued  keeps  Wallingford  a  quiet  fishing 
resort.  The  Thames  now  takes  a  long  winding 
course  from  east  to  west,  and  on  its  way  passes 
by  Dorchester  and  Clifton  Hampden  to  Culham. 
To  fish  Clifton  Hampden  waters  the  nearest  railway 
station  is  Culham,  three  and  a  quarter  miles,  but  it 
is  worth  the  journey,  as  you  are  then  in  the  midst  of 
the  rural  and  picturesque  surroundings  of  that  pretty 
Oxfordshire  village,  and  good  roach  fishing  into  the 
bargain.  Let  the  angler  who  loves  "  peace,  content- 
ment, and  quietness  "  spend  a  day  or  two  at  Clifton 
Hampden,  and  when  the  roach  are  off,  pass  the  spare 
time  with  camera  or  book,  and  he  will  return  to  town 
and  business  a  new  and  a  better  man.  I  must  now 
betake  myself  to  Culham,  that  famous  reach  of  the 
river  for  chub,  particularly  in  the  winter  months. 
The  lock-keeper  here  lets  out  his  boat  to  anglers 
at  a  very  moderate  charge  per  day,  but  it  must  be 
secured  by  writing  in  advance,  otherwise  a  long 
row  down  from  Abingdon  will  be  compulsory  if  the 


f  jr  chubbing,  if  managed  properly  by  your  assistant 
into  these  veritable  fastnesses  of  the  monster  chub 
I  have  often  thought  of  ledgering  these  holes  with 
pith,  or  a  piece  of  sweet  fat  tripe — equally  as  good, 
and  holds  better  on  the  hook — for  the  big  fellows, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  any  angler  in  the  winter 
season  adopting  this  plan  along  the  fringe  of  Nune- 
ham Woods  will  be  well  rewarded  with  grand 
specimen  fish.  It  merely  requires  patience — give, 
say,  fifteen  minutes  at  each  likely  hole  and  bush, 
dropping  down  stream  all  the  while.  There  is  good 
roach  fishing  in  these  waters,  and  barbel  are  found 
in  the  Weir  Pool  and  below  it.  J.  D. 


PALOLO  FISHING. 

Among  the  strange  marine  creatures  foimd  m  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  says  the  American  Field,  is  the  palolo, 
a  remarkable  worm  of  the  family  XereidaB,  genus 
Palolo  viridis.  It  visits,  in  large  numbers,  once  a 
year,  in  October,  at  the  last  quarter  of  the  moon,  the 
Samoan,  Fijian,  and  some  other  islands,  to  spawn, 
coming  to  the  surface  from  the  interstices  of  the 
coral  reefs.  The  natives  esteem  it  a  great  delicacy, 
and  at  that  time  capture  the  palolo  in  great  quan- 
tities. They  use  a  shrimp  net  or  a  like  device,  and 
gather  the  product  into  their  canoes  by  the  thousand. 
The  worm  is  roasted  in  banana  leaves  and  eaten 
without  further  se»6oning. 
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THE  SALMON  AND  TROUT 
ASSOCIATION. 


We  understand  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Salmon  and  Trout  Association  Mr.  G.  H.  Cook  will 
move  the  following  important  resolution : — 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  council  it  is  desirable 
that  in  the  Bills  now  being  prepared  clauses  should 
be  inserted  giving  effect  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Royal  Commission  and  Board  of  Agriculture  as 
to  (o)  Records  of  fish  taken  being  rendered  con- 
^  fidentially  to  the  fishery  authority  as  a  condition 
of  receiving  a  licence  to  net  or  otherwise  kill 
salmon.'  (b)  Either  the  abolition  of  netting  in 
rivers  and  the  narrow  waters  of  estuaries,  or  power 
to  be  conferred  on  the  fishery  authority  to  place 
limitations  on  the  netting  of  salmon  in  fresh  water 
and  the  narrow  waters  of  estuaries  where  the 
authority  has  reason  to  believe  from  the  records 
furnished  them  that  the  supply  of  salmon  is 
diminishing  owing  to  over-netting. "- 


"ANGLING  INCIDENTS,  FRESH 
AND  SALT."* 


By  fresh  and  salt  I  mean  not  that  some  of  the 
incidents  are  particularly  new,  nor  that  others  are 
to  be  taken  cum  grano,  but  merely  that  they  relate 
some  to  tlie  river  and  some  to  the  sea — just  ordinary 
everyday  incidents  that  must  have  happened  in 
more  or  loss  the  same  way  to  all  fishermen,  and  that 
I  have  strung  upon  a  piece  of  line  much  as  one  does 
with  a  day's  catch  in  a  tidal  river,  large  or  small, 
fresh  and  salt,  just  as  they  have  come  to 
hand.  "  And  now,"  as  the  street  conjurers  say, 
"  before  proceeding  with  the  performance,"  I  want 
you  to  believe  that  the  little  adventures  are  per- 
fectly true,  and  have  actually  happened.  It  has 
somehow  become  a  sort  of  recognised  fact  that 
anglers  do  not  tell  the  strict — well,  are  inclined  to 
exaggerate.  How  the  idea  has  gained  groimd  I  do 
not  pretend  to  know,  but  it  has,  and  for  a  con- 
scientious fisherman  it  is  a  problem  to  be  faced. 
I  myself  have  suffered  from  it  more  than  once.  Quite 
recently,  for  instance,  I  had  a  big  day  on  a  favourite 
water  of  mine,  somewhere  in  Sussex,  and,  while 
returning  by  train,  chanced  upon  a  number  of  non- 
fishing  friends :  my  basket  and  rod  attracted  their 
attention.  "  Any  luck  ?  "  said  one.  Now  I  do  not 
admit  of  luck,  being  convinced  that  experience  and 
practice  are  the  necessary  ingredients  to  a  good 
catch,  so  I  frowned  him  a  "  No."  "  Any  sport  ?  " 
queried  another,  who  knows  my  peculiarity.  "  Yes," 
I  said  at  once,  "  a  hundred  and  seventy  good 
roach."  This  caused  a  great  sensation,  and  I  may 
say  kept  them  talking  among  themselves  for  some 
time.  I  was  quite  a  hero  ;  they  were  evidently 
proud  to  know  me.  At  last,  "  What  will  you  do 
with  them  ;  send  them  to  market  ?  "  asked  one. 
"  No,"  I  said,  "  I  let  them  all  go  again."  This  was 
a  staggerer.  For  a  while  they  would  not  believe  it, 
then  as  I  insisted  and  gave  as  a  reason  "  that  I  did 
not  catch  them  for  mercenary  or  culinary  purposes, 
but  merely  for  sport,"  the  company  lost  all  interest 
in  me,  and  evidently  regarded  me  either  as  given  to 
gross  exaggeration,  in  which  case  I  was  a  knave,  or 
guilty  of  most  wasteful  conduct,  in  whicli  case  I  was 
a  fool.  One,  I  remember,  went  so  far  as  to  suggest 
that  I  had  caught  the  same  fish  over  and  over  again 
one  hundred  and  seventy  times.  All  this  was  very 
disheartening,  and  I  claim  that  in  this  way  does  the 
frank  and  open  nature  of  the  honest  angler  become 
warped,  and  his  earnest  desire  to  tell  the  truth 
diverted  into  other  and  less  beautiful  channels. 

I  do  not  exactly  know  that  boatmen  can  be  called 
"incidents,"  but  atleast  they  are  incidental,  especially 
for  the  sea,  where  I  take  it  most  of  us  want  a  boat, 
and  consequently  a  boatman.  Well,  I  remember — 
mind,  I  am  speaking  now  of  those  dark,  benighted 
ages  when  there  was  no  society  of  British  Sea  Anglers 
to  keep  a  wise  and  friendly  eye  upon  those  masters 
of  craft  to  whom  wo  entrusted  ourselves — I  remem- 
ber then  an  incident  that  happened  at  a  well-known 
watering-placj  somewhere  in  the  south  ;  it  is  better 
not  to  particularise  perhaps,  so  I'll  say  with  the  poet, 
"  'Twas  on  the  shores  that  round  our  coast  from 
Deal  to  Ramsgate  span."  I  was  quite  a  youngster 
at  the  time,  and  was  to  be  taken  out  for  a  day's 

♦  A  paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  4,  Fetter-lane, 
E.G.,  on  Wednesday  evening,  November  23,  by 
RoVjert  Stanley,  author  of  "Angling  Anecdotes," 


fishing  by  my  uncle  and  another  growTi-up,  which 
was  in  itself  a  great  honour,  though  going  out  with 
grown-ups  is  always  somewhat  of  a  trial  to  an 
excited,  eager  boy ;  for  instance,  they  wasted  over 
an  hour  at  breakfast,  eating  when  they  might  have 
been  fishing  ;  indeed,  that  wasted  hour  was  the 
cause  of  spoiling  the  whole  outing,  as  I  will  show. 
Now,  my  uncle's  friend  had  a  great  idea  of  taking 
plenty  of  provisions  in  the  boat ;  he  said  that  a 
friend  of  his  had  once  gone  out  for  a  few  hours,  and 
a  storm  springing  up  had  driven  him  out  to  sea, 
where  he  had  only  been  kept  alive  by  drinking  rain- 
water and  eating  what  fish  he  managed  to  catch, 
and  that  he  had  been  in  this  terrible  plight  for  three 
whole  days,  until  by  great  good  luck  another  storm 
arose  and  drove  him  back  to  port  again.  My  uncle's 
friend  said  fishing  was  very  enjoyable,  but  at  the 
same  time  we  must  consider  every  possible  risk,  and 
go  well  provisioned ;  especially  I  remember  he 
painted  the  horrors  of  thirst,  which,  according  to  his 
statements,  was  an  even  worse  thing  than  himger. 
The  end  of  it  all  was  that  he  and  my  uncle  spent  a 
long  time  in  the  hotel  bar  arranging  about  the  two 
hampers  that  were  to  save  our  lives  ;  the  next 
thing  to  be  considered  was  the  transport  down  to  the 
beach,  and  this  matter  having  been  duly  discussed 
with  our  boatman,  who,  by-the-bye,  was  fortunately 
discovered  close  at  hand  in  the  public  saloon,  and 
who  immediately  settled  that  the  hamper  containing 
the  liquids  being  far  the  heavier  should  be  got  on 
board  by  himself  and  two  friends — I  remember  a 
pair  of  tarry  ruffians  appeared  as  if  by  magic — 
whilst  that  holding  the  foodstuffs,  being  small  and 
light,  should  be  brought  down  later  by  my  uncle 
and  the  other  grown-up.  This  seemed  a  very  fair 
division,  and  the  nautical  party,  having  first  to  a 
man  accepted  my  uncle's  friend's  proposition  that 
"  a  little  something  would  fit  them  for  their  gigantic 
task,"  emptied  a  large  mug  each,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded carefully  and  tenderly  to  remove  the  huge 
basket  in  the  direction  of  the  beach.  Looking  back 
at  the  scene  I  can  only  wonder  that  the  grown-ups 
were  not  made  suspicious  by  the  men's  maimer  ; 
there  was  something  almost  uncanny  in  the  respect 
they  showed  for  that  hamper.  However,  my  uncle 
and  his  friend  had  apparently  no  thoughts  for  any- 
thing but  breakfast,  and,  as  I  have  said,  over  that 
meal  they  dawdled  away  the  best  part  of  an  hour, 
and  that  hour  was  our  undoing.  When  wo  really 
did  start — which  was,  I  may  say,  not  until  my 
uncle's  friend  had,  by  another  visit  to  the  bar, 
still  further  diminished  the  danger  of  death  by 
thirst — we  were  immediately  struck  by  the  deserted 
appearance  of  the  streets  ;  it  is  usually  a  busy  little 
town,  but  this  morning,  save  for  the  indignant 
proprietors,  the  shops  stood  empty.  "  What's  the 
matter  ?  "  we  asked,  as  we  passed  the  baker's. 
"  Matter  enough,  they  ought  to  send  for  the  con- 
stable !  "  replied  the  angry  tradesman,  and  with 
that  information  and  the  fact,  given  by  the  butcher, 
that  "It" — whatever  "it"  might  be — "was  a 
disgrace  !  "  we  had  to  be  satisfied.  Some  village 
squabble  we  supposed,  and  hurried  on  anxious  now 
to  be  afloat  and  fishing — fishing,  alas !  there  was  to 
be  none  for  us  that  day  ;  as  we  approached  the  sea 
there  came  to  us  sounds  of  revelry  and  merriment — 
loud,  noisy,  joyous  merriment — that  we  knew  at 
once  to  be  more  than  niggers,  while  rising  high  above 
the  songs  and  laughter  we  could  hear  shrill  female 
voices,  evidently  expressing  strong  disapproval  of 
the  whole  proceedings. 

It  flashed  upon  us  at  once  it  must  be  our  hamper. 
A  moment  later  brought  us  to  the  beach,  upon  which 
there  appeared  to  be  gathered  almost  every  visitor 
and  inhabitant  in  the  little  town.  In  the  centre 
of  the  crowd  was  our  hamper,  and  upon  it,  seated 
back  to  back,  as  if  prepared  to  sell  their  lives  dearly, 
were  the  boatman  and  the  two  hired  tarry  ruffians  ; 
their  faces  were  wreathed  in  the  happiest  of  smiles, 
and  their  whole  manner  betokened  entire  satis- 
faction with  the  condition  they  were  in  and  supreme 
indifference  to  the  attacks  of  the  ladies,  which,  by- 
the-bye,  continued  with  unabating  and  increasing 
violence.  Our  appearance  naturally  created  a 
diversion  ;  it  drew  a  voUey  of  unjust  abuse  from 
the  indignant  wives.  "  What  business  had  we  to 
give  it  'em  ?  "  "  Ought  to  be  pight  down  ashamed 
of  ourselves  ! "  and  so  on.  Argument  was,  of 
course,  useless,  so  we  turned  to  the  men  ;  they 
gave  us  a  round  of  cheers,  and  then,  starting  in  a 
very  high  key  and  finishing  in  a  very  low  one,  they 
expressed  their  unalterable  determination  to  "  take 
the  genelmen  out  fishin'  every  day  all  the  year 
round.'-  This  was  too  much  for  my  uncle's  friend  ; 
he  clenched  his  fists  and  advanced  threateningly 


upon  the  trio.  The  suddenness  of  his  attack  had 
the  unfortunate  effect  of  capsizing  the  whole  party 
on  to  the  beach,  where,  fooling,  i  suppose,  that  they 
were  quite  safe,  they  laid  smiling  and  nodding  and 
singing  snatches  of  those  rough-and-ready  songs  that 
are  peculiar  to  men  of  the  sea. 

How  the  affair  would  have  ended  I  do  not  know  : 
•whether  my  uncle's  friend  would  have  rolled  them 
into  the  sea  and  soused  them,  or  would  himself  have 
been  rolled  and  soused  by  the  now  infuriated  wives, 
is  a  point  that  will  never  be  settled,  for  at  this 
moment  another  diversion  occurred.  Down  the 
beach  there  ran  a  messenger,  shouting  loudly  as  ho 
ran  that  "  The  constable's  a-coming  !  "  With  this 
intelligence  a  great  change  came  over  the  scene,  and 
a  thing  occurred  that  ended  all  chance  of  our  fishing 
that  day  ;  almost  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  the 
three  rascals  were  pushed,  pulled,  and  dragged  to 
the  water's  edge,  and  there  were  somehow  or  another 
tumbledinto  the  boat ;  in  with  them  jumped  an  able- 
bodied  friend,  up  went  the  sail,  and  away  sped  the 
little  craft,  and  with  it  there  went  also  our  rods, 
bait,  and  tackle.  Nothing  remained  for  us  but  to 
stay  on  shore  and  argue  the  matter  out  with  the 
unjust  wives  and  the  village  constable.  Fortu- 
nately for  us  the  man  of  law  and  order,  being  himscdf 
married,  took  sides  with  the  absent,  errine  husbands, 
and  so  speedily  routed  the  opposing  forces.  That 
done  he  turned  to  my  uncle  and  his  friend,  and  with 
a  great  show  of  authority  asked,  "  What  they  might 
have  to  say  for  themselves."  This  remark  was  not 
altogether  a  lucky  one,  for  both  the  gentlemen  had 
a  very  great  deal  "  to  say  for  themselves,"  and,  both 
speaking  at  once,  they  proceeded  to  loudly  demand 
the  instant  arrest  of  the  rascally  boatman  and  his 
tarry  accomplices,  a  feat  which,  as  the  boat  and  its 
occupants  were  by  now  little  more  than  a  speck  on 
the  horizon,  was  of  great  difficulty  and  small  likeli- 
hood. The  constable,  however,  was  a  man  of 
resource,  for,  taking  advantage  of  a  momentary  lull 
when  the  two  gentlemen  paused  for  breath,  he  has- 
tened to  suggest  that  it  would  be  a  wise  step  for 
them  to  adjourn  to  the  Mariner's  Compass,  an  inn 
at  which  he  was  able  to  assure  them  the  landlord 
not  only  kept  a  most  excellent  tap,  but  had  also  a 
very  fine  telescope,  through  which  they  would 
obtain  a  splendid  view  of  the  fast  disappearing 
vessel.  This  combination  made  instant  appeal  to 
my  uncle's  friend,  who,  I  remember,  on  arriving  at 
the  inn,  remarked,  with  a  not  altogether  displeased 
smile,  that  "  if  we  couldn't  get  fishing  we  must  be 
satisfied  with  whatever  we  could  get,"  having  said 
which  he  proceeded  to  order  a  large  flagon  of  ripe 
October,  and  spent  the  following  hour  or  so  with 
the  alternate  glasses,  one  to  his  eye  and  the  other 
to  his  mouth,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  turned 
slowly  and  solemnly  to  poor  disappointed  me,  and, 
as  if  the  affair  had  been  entirely  of  my  arranging, 
gave  me  the  following  excellent  advice  :— "  Robert, 
my  boy,  let  this  be  a  solemn  warning  to  you  never 
again  to  take  so  large  a  hamper,  or,  if  the  iear  of 
lingering  death  from  thirst  should  prove  too  strong, 
then,  my  boy,  remember  the  words  of  an  old  cam- 
paigner, and  always  carry  the  hamper  down  your- 
self." 

I  remember  an  incident  of  my  still  more  youthful 
days  ;  it  is,  indeed,  the  story  of  the  very  first  fish  I 
ever  caught ;  it  is  an  incident  but  for  which  I  might 
have  never  been  an  angler  at  all,  but  might  have 
grown  up  to  be  a  cyclist  or  even  a  golfer.  However, 
kindly  Fate  arranged  it  otherwise,  and  this  is  how 
it  happened.  We  were  a  pleasant  little  jjicnic  party  ; 
there  were  two  or  three  uncles  and  aunts,  a  pretty 
cousin,  two  young  gentlemen,  an  odd  man,  of  a 
somewhat  morose  nature,  who  had  been  invited 
because  he  could  row,  and  who,  I  may  say,  devoted 
himself  entirely  to  getting  the  boat  along  and  eating 
the  lunch,  at  both  of  which  occupations  he  was 
entirely  successful,  and  lastly  there  was  myself.  We 
had  had  a  very  pleasant  morning,  and  were  drifting 
idly  down  with  the  stream.  I  was  not  fishing  ; 
indeed,  had  I  wished  to  my  aunt  would  not  have 
allowed  it,  for  she  had,  and  still  has,  verystrong  ideas 
about  fishermen,  regarding  them  as  outcasts  who 
usually  have  a  number  of  worms  and  gentles  con- 
cealed about  them,  and  who  always  carry  immense 
stone  jars  far  too  large  to  be  concealed  at  all.  Now, 
the  older  folks  having  lunched  uncommonly  well 
thought  about  sleep  ;  the  two  young  gentlemen 
thought  about  the  pretty  cousin  ;  the  pretty  cousin 
thought  about  her  hat,  or  the  scenery,  or  anything 
on  earth  save  and  except  the  two  young  gentlemen  ; 
I  thought  things  were  going  intolerably  slow ;  and 
I^do  not  think  the  silent  man  thought  at  all.  We 
were  on  the  Thames,  and  it  being  a  quiet  week-day 
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very  few  boats  were  about ;  indeed,  but  for  a  solitary 
punt,  in  which  sat  two  patient  anglers,  we  had  the 
river  entirely  to  ourselves.  One  of  the  uncles,  I 
remember,  affected  probably  by  the  lunch,  grew 
quite  poetic  about  it — the  scenery,  I  moan,  not  the 
lunch — he  talked  of  "  Nature  undisturbed,"  and 
compared  us  all  to  a  number  of  Alexander  Selkirk's 
"  monarchs  of  all  we  surveyed "  ;  he  said  the 
greatest  charm  of  the  river  was  its  perfect  peaceful- 
ness,  and  he  spoke  of  its  "magical  influence,"- 
soothing  to  the  old  and  refining  to  the  young ;  he 
would,  I  doubt  not,  have  said  a  great  deal  more  in 
the  same  refreshing  strain  had  not  an  incident 
occurred  that  somewhat  rudely  broke  in  upon  his 
reflections.  We  were  just  passing  the  punt  with  the 
two  fishermen  when  one  of  them  suddenly  leaped  to 
his  feet  and  demanded  in  loud  and  aggressive  tones 
that  we  should  "'stop  that  boat."  The  silent  man 
picked  up  the  sculls  and,  taking  a  long,  strong 
.-stroke,  commenced  to  row  steadily  on.  The  poetic 
uncle  apologised  for  having  gone  a  little  too  near, 
and  then,  evidently  considering  the  affair  closed, 
continued  his  ruminations.  "  It  is  most  pleasant," 
said  he,  "in  this  quiet  spot  to — — "  But  here  he 
was  again  interrupted.  "  Will  you  stop  that  some- 
thing somehow  somewhat  boat  ?  "  Both  men  were 
now  standing  up,  and  were  evidently  very  excited  ; 
apparently  one  had  hooked  a  monstrous  fish,  for  we 
could  see  that  his  rod  was  bent  double  and  his  reel 
gave  forth  continuous  music;  his  companion  mean- 
while was  engaged  in  shaking  his  fists  and  shouting 
in  our  direction ;  threats  and  curses  poured  forth 
in  volumes,  and  they  all  hinged  on  the  same  sense- 
less desire  for  us  to  stop  our  boat.  My  aunt 
improved  the  occasion  by  pointing  out  what  dreadful' 
men  these,  and  indeed  all  anglers,  were,  and  the 
silent  man  rowed  steadily  on. 

The  punt  with  its  extraordinary  occupants  was  by 
now  far  behind  us,  but  even  at  that  distance  we 
could  still — for  sound  travels  with  great  distinctness 
upon  water — hear  the  alarming  language  of  the  two 

^  fishermen.  We  noticed  that  the  lucky  one  of  the 
twain,  he  with  the  rod,  had  now  joined  in  the  shout- 
ing, and  also  was  shaking  his  fists  even  more  vio- 
lently than  his  insane  friend-  Luckily,  they  were 
unable  to  follow,  having  been  evidently  taken  to  the 
punt  by  a  waterman,  and  then  fixed  up  for  the  day 
and  left  to  be  calle^Uotin^he  evening.  The  whole 
affair  was  most  mysterious,  and  seemed  quite  beyond 
explanation  ;  the  poetic  uncle,  who  was  justly  indig- 
nant at  the  rudeness  of  their  interruption,  expressed 
his  firm  determination  of  writing  to  the  Times,  and, 
further  than  that,  of  heading  an  agitation  to  bring 
in  a  BiU  for  the  "  abolition  of  the  use  of  bad  lan- 
guage by  fishermen. ' '  Another  uncle  took  a  kindlier 
view  of  the  case,  suggesting  that  the  reason  of  the 
intense  excitement  was  that  one  of  the  anglers  had 

■actually  caught  a  fish,  and  as  such  good  luck  might 
not  happen  again  in  a  lifetime  was  bitterly  disap- 
pointed that  we  did  not  stay  to  view  the  spoil  and 
offer  our  congratulations.  What  the  two  young 
gentlemen  thought  we  shall  never  know,  for  though 
they  both  had  a  great  deal  to  say,  they  addressed 
themselves  in  whispers  entirely  to  the  pretty  cousin, 
who  in  turn  smiled  and  nodded  to  each  in  such  a 
particularly  pleasant  maimer  as  to  almost  suggest 
that  the  matter  under  di.scussion  had  nothing  what- 
ever in  the  world  to  do  with  either  punts,  fish,  or 
fishermen. 

The  silent  man  continued  to  row  steadily  on,  and, 
a  bend  in  the  river  having  now  shut  us  off  from 
sight  and  hearing  of  the  eccentric  anglers,  we  were 
settling  dowTi  to  once  more  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the 
scene  when  another  incident,  this  time  of  a  still 
more  alarming  nature,  occurred.  We  suddenly  and 
without  warning  experienced  a  violent  shock,  which 
was  immediately  followed  by  the  boat's  beginning 
to  rock  from  side  to  side,  and  to  show  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  turn  jound  and  round  ;  the  two  young 
gentlemen  clutched  each  a  ha<.id  of  the  pretty  cousin, 
imploring  her  to  have  no  fear  and  to  rest  assured 
that  should  the  worst  happen  they  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  save  her  first  and  the  rest  and  themselves 
aftf-rwards.  The  ladies  exchanged  looks  of  terror, 
and  inquired  anxiously  as  to  the  depth  ;  the  silent 
man  bent  to  his  task,  but  for  a  time,  despite  his 
gigantic  efforts,  we  undoubtedly  travelled  back- 
wards and  against  the  stream  ;  we  were  between 
stcop  high  Vjanks,  and  to  this  day  I  can  remember 
the  const/imation  wo  all  felt  as  the  boat  darted 
hither  and  thither,  rolling  and  plunging  like  a  thing 
bewitfhwl.  However,  the  silent  man  had  been 
invited,  as  I  told  you,  "  because  ho  could  row,"  and 
at  length,  by  dint  of  hard  work,  and  after  a  magni- 
ficent struggle,  he  triumphed,  and  wo  found  our- 
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selves  once  more  steering  a  straight  course,  and  well 
within  sight  of  home  and  safety.  Another  mile  or 
so  of  stiff  pulling  brought  us  to  the  boathouse,  and 
here  the  mystery  of  the  strange  behaviour  of  the 
two  fishermen  and  of  the  boat  was  very  quickly 
cleared  up.  We  all  landed,  some  of  us,  myself  for 
one,  very  glad  to  get  ashore  and  to  be  still  alive,  and 
then,  fear  having  given  place  to  indignation,  we 
gathered  round  the  proprietor  and  listened  while  he 
explained  humbly  to  my  uncle  that  he  had  never 
before  known  a  skiff  from  his  yard  to  "  behave  so 
badly  "  ;  that  he  really  could  not  imderstand  it ; 
and  that  he  would  make  it  his  especial  business  to 
see  that  such  a  thing  never  occurred  again,  and  so 
on  and  so  on.  Whilst  these  explanations  were  in 
progress,  a  sudden  shout  from  the  silent  man  drew 
all  attention  in  his  direction  ;  he  was  lying  full 
length  upon  the  landing-stage  and  peering  down  into 
the  water  beneath  our  boat ;  we  hurried  towards 
him,  and  he  shouted  again.  "  Brmg  a  gaff  ;  bring  a 
gaff  ! "-  he  called  excitedly.  The  proprietor,  glad 
of  an  excuse  to  escape  from  my  enraged  uncle, 
hurried  off  to  the  boathouse,  and  shortly  reappeared 
and  handed  a  huge  gaff  to  the  silent  man,  who  seized 
it  eagerly,  and  then,  to  our  immense  astonishment, 
darted  it  beneath  the  boat  and  half  dragged,  half 
lifted  a  mighty  fish  out  of  the  river.  Here,  then, 
was  the  reason  of  the  erratic  steering,  and  here  the 
reason  of  the  singular  conduct  of  the  honest  anglers  ; 
it  was  now  quite  evident  to  us  that  our  rudder  must 
have  somehow  broken  and  carried  away  the  punts - 
man's  tackle,  and  that  the  bait  thus  trailed  behind 
us  had  been  taken  by  this  splendid  fish  ;  his  exact 
size  I  cannot  remember — which  is,  perhaps,  as  well — 
but  I  will  add  that  I  have  never  caught  such  a  one 
since,  and  that  in  my  opinion  had  he  been  only  a 
very  little  bit  bigger  he  would  undoubtedly  have 
taken  us  straight  back  to  those  two  justly  indignant 
fishermen.  His  fate  was  a  shameful  one.  Certainly 
he  was  stuffed,  but,  alas !  it  was  with  03  sters,  and 
I  should  be  sorry  to  ask  you  to  believe  the  exact 
number  of  dozens  and  the  exact  number  of  bottles 
of  port  that  were  necessary  in  the  cooking  of  that 
monstrous  pike. 

The  next  little  incident  I,  to  borrow  a  golfing 
term,  call  a  foursome,  but  it  is  not  exactly  a  four- 
some— it  is  really  a  fivesome,  counting  the  baby 
that  is,  and  you  have  to  count  the  baby  I  can  tell 
you  ;  the  man  who  goes  away  with  his  family  and 
thinks  ho  need  not  count  the  baby  would  be  better 
advised  to  stay  at  home  ;  tlie  rest  of  the  party,  the 
mere  ordinary  older  folk,  were  my  friend  Mr.  Will 
and  myself,  and  our  respective  wives.  With  the 
social  side  of  the  holiday  I  will  not  deal ;  needless 
to  say,  our  evenings  were  made  merry  with  music, 
and  our  wants  in  the  commissariat  department  were 
very  well  attended  to,  though,  to  be  honest,  the 
hampers  we  took  out  full  of  lunch  were  a  good  deal 
heavier  than  those  we  brought  back  full  of  fish. 
Well,  my  friend,  who  is,  by-the-bye,  well  known 
in  the  fresh-water  world  as  being  an  adept  at  taking 
anything  from  trout  down  to  tiddlers,  had  never 
troubUsd  about  sea-fishing,  and,  save  in  the  cooked 
state,  hardly  knew  a  cod  from  a  conger.  Here,  then, 
T  thought  was  material  for  a  splendid  disciple,  and 
for  w(!cks  and  weeks  I  made  it  my  special  business 
to  put  before  him  the  great  superiority  of  the  sea 
over  the  river,  lake,  and  stream.  I  was  very  much 
in  earnest,  and  that,  perhaps,  made  me  exaggerate 
things  a  little.    What  I  gave  him  to  understand  in 


sea-angling  was  that  you  just  pulled  the  boat  out 
for  a  mile  or  so,  and  that  in  an  hour,  or  at  most  two, 
you  had  to  up-anchor  and  row  to  the  shore  and  laml 
your  fish  to  prevent  the  boat  sinking  beneath  the 
weight  of  them  ;  then  I  said,  "  Out  you  go  again, 
and  repeat  the  process."  It  is  possible  that  I  mado 
congers  a  yard  or  two  longer  than  usual,  and  whiting 
a  pound  or  two  heavier ;  it  is  possible  I  did  thcsn 
things,  but  then  they  were  well  meant,  and  that 
must  be  my  excuse  ;  anyhow,  right  or  wrong,  true 
or  untrue,  they  had  the  desired  effect,  and  worketl 
my  friend  up  into  a  state  of  very  pleasurable 
excitement,  and  left  him  fully  determined  to  become 
a  sea-angler.  To  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  I 
had  a  little  talk  to  Mrs.  Will.  "  The  beauty  of  sea 
fish,"  I  said,  "is  that  you  can  eat  them."  Ladies 
never  think  anything  of  a  fish  unless  you  can  eat  it. 
Now,  by  good  fortune,  I  had  lighted  on  a  great 
grievance,  for  it  appeared  that  Mrs.  Will  and  th(! 
family  were  suffering  from  a  long  course  of  roach, 
bream,  chub,  etc. — fish  that  after  being  most  care- 
fully cooked  had  been  sent  from  the  table  almost 
untasted.  "  It  was  a  fad  of  Will's,"  Mrs.  Will  told 
me,  "  that  the  fish  he  caught  should  not  be  wasted," 
and  it  seemed  that,  as  they  were  never  by  any 
chance  eaten,  not  only  were  they  wasted,  but  so  also 
were  the  cook's  time  and  the  various  culinary  mate- 
rials— matters  of  no  little  armoyance  both  to  the 
careful  housewife  and  to  the  cook  herself. 

So  it  came  about  that  both  my  friend  and  his 
wife  formed  a  very  high  opinion  of  sea-fishing,  both 
from  the  sporting  and  the  material  point  of  view. 
The  matter  had  then  to  be  talked  over  at  home,  and 
it  having  been  pointed  out  that  the  ozone  would 
undoubtedly  benefit  the  baby,  our  "  fivesome  "  was 
arranged,  and  off  we  all  went  for  a  week.  I  do  not 
think  any  special  incidents  happened  on  the  journey 
beyond  the  ordinary  little  troubles  of  travel,  save 
perhaps  one,  and  even  that,  serious  though  it  seemerl 
at  the  time,  appears  but  trivial  now.  The  trouble 
was  this  :  To  get  to  our  little  sea-fishing  village  of 
Newford  we  had  to  change  at  a  famous  junction, 
which  shall  be  nameless,  and  there,  having  trans- 
ferred ourselves  and  our  wives  and  our  baggage, 
rods,  and  baskets  and  my  baby  safely  from  one; 
platform  to  another,  a  matter  of  no  little  difficult}', 
it  occurred  to  us — Mr.  Will  and  myself — that  the 
occasion  was  ripe  for  a  little  rejoicing,  as  much  re- 
joicing that  is  as  could  be  reasonably  got  into  the 
time  at  our  disposal — some  five  minutes  or  so. 

"  Come  along,"  said  my  friend,  and  along  I  came — 
travelling  as  invariably  did  Robinson  Crusoe — at  my 
"  topmost  speed."-  Alas  !  disappointment  waited 
upon  us,  for  it  appeared  upon  inquiry  that  this  mis- 
leading refreshment  room  was  only  for  such  travel- 
lers as  were  strictly  teetotal.  Now  we  did  not 
answer  to  that  description ;  besides,  as  my  friend 
said,  "  you  can't  rejoice  on  a  glass  of  milk  and  a 
station  bun."-  What  was  to  be  done  then  ?  We 
put  it  to  the  lady  of  the  bar  ;  all  she  could  tell  us 
was  that  the  platforms  with  even  numbers  were 
teetotal,  while  those  with  uneven  numbers  were — 
well,  were  not.  We  had  only  three  minutes  left, 
and  were  about  to  give  up  the  situation  as  hopeless, 
when  I  fortunately  remembered  my  emergency  flask, 
and  with  the  help  of  that  and  a  little  soda  we  brought 
the  rejoicing  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  and  agreed 
that  next  time  we  started  from  that  particular 
station  it  should,  if  possible,  be  from  platforms 
Nos.  1,  3,  5,  7,  or  9,  for,  as  my  friend  put  it,  "  there's 
a  good  deal  of  truth  in  the  old  proverb,  '  There's 
luck  in  odd  numbers.'  ''  All  the  way  down  I  kept 
Mr.  Will  excited  with  accounts  of  what  we  were 
going  to  catch,  and  the  ladies  interested  in  the  lovely 
fish  breakfasts  and  dinners  that  would  be  supplied 
them  entirely  free  of  any  charge  whatsoever.  We 
were  met  at  the  station  by  my  boy  George,  a 
reformed  caddie,  who  is,  in  fishing  matters,  quite  as 
optimistic  as  myself,  and  to  him  I  handed  over 
Mr.  Will,  feeling  certain  that  half-an-hour  of  George 
would  convince  him  not  only  that  sea-fishing  was 
the  finest  sport  in  the  world,  but  also  that  Newford 
was  the  best  place  for  it.  Well,  I  don't  know  that 
I  need  enlarge  on  that  dreadful  week's  happenings, 
suffice  it  to  say  that  we  trailed,  legered,  pater- 
nosterecl,  floated,  and  spun  ;  that  we  endured  long 
hours  at  anchor  ;  that  we  fished  from  earliest  da^Mi 
till  set  of  sun  ;  that  we  light-heartedly  suffered  the 
mingled  taunts,  encouragements,  jeers,  and  sym- 
pathies of  our  better  halves  :  that  wo  patiently  lis- 
tened to  and  faithfully  followed  the  advice  of 
longshoremen,  boatmen,  local  anglers,  and  George  : 
that  we  tried  all  the  baits  and  methods  possible  and 
impossible,  likely  and  unlikely ;  suffice  it  then  to  say 
that  do  what  we  wouH  we  could  not  break  the  spell 
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of  bad  luck  that  had  fallen  upon  us,  and  that  that 
week's  fishmg  was  the  very  worst  I  ever  remember 
in  my  whole  experience.  For  a  long  time  my  friend 
stood  it  manfully  and  well — I  cheered  and  buoyed 
him  up  with  the  glories  of  the  past.  Here  I  used  to 
get  big  bags  of  flatfish  ;  there  was  a  certain  find  for 
pollack ;  here  was  the  accustomed  haunt  of  huge 
congers  ;  there  was  the  spot  where  I  had  never 
before  failed  to  capture  mighty  bass  and  codling. 
Poor  Mr.  Will,  he  listened  politely  and  fell  to  with 
renewed  hope  and  vigour,  but  all,  alas  !  in  vain ; 
beyond  a  very,  very  occasional  pout  whiting  that 
just  managed  to  keep  the  game  alive,  our  bag  was 
a  complete  blank,  and  I  think  both  our  faces  grew 
longer  as  the  time  left  for  possible  sport  gi-ew 
shorter.  We  did,  by-the-bye,  have  one  splendid  day, 
but  that  was  a  fresh  incident,  not  a  salt  one.  It 
was  a  blusterous,  stormy  morning,  far  too  rough  to 
venture  on  the  sea,  so  I  bethought  me  of  some 
excellent  roach  fishing  a  few  miles  up  the  river, 
and  I  must  say  that  old  roach  hand  though  Mr.  Will 
is,  he  has  to  admit  that  never  before  or  since  has  he 
caught  such  an  array  of  monsters,  not  mere  ordinary 
grandfathers,  but  patriarchal  Methuselah  roach, 
any  one  of  which  at  any  other  time  would  have  sent 
him  into  ecstasies,  but  that,  under  the  present  con- 
ditions, appeared  rather  to  annoy  than  to  please 
my  poor  long-suilering  friend ;  it  was  sea  fish  he 
wanted,  that  and  nothing  else,  and  that,  alas !  it 
seemed  we  were  not  to  have.  Our  failure  was  most 
difficult  to  explain  away,  for,  bar  the  one  rough  day, 
the  conditions  were  perfect — weather  and  water 
were  all  that  the  most  exacting  fisherman  could 
desire — and  despite  the  fact  that,  like  every  angler, 
I  generally  have  a  multitude  of  reasons  for  non- 
success,  I  was  completely  puzzled  and  at  a  loss. 
It  came  out,  however,  on  the  day  that  we  were 
leaving — at  least,  I  think  what  might  be  a  very  likely 
reason  was  supplied  by  George.  "  Them  Volun- 
tereei-s  is  a-comin'  agin,"  said  he  ;  and  from  in- 
quiries we  found  that  for  the  past  month  a  regiment 
of  artillery  had  lieen  staying  at  Newford,  and  had 
been  hard  at  it  target  practising  and  firing  a  con- 
tinuous rain  of  live  shell  into  the  sea  for  some  two 
miles  east  and  west.  Well,  as  I  hastened  to  explain 
to  Mr.  Will,  this  proved  that  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
our  fishing  after  all,  but  that  everything  had  doubt- 
less been  frightened  right  away,  and  that  the  only 
thing  left  for  us  to  do  was  to  grin  and  be  patriotic, 
and  hope  the  practice  had  been  of  more  use  then 
than  it  had  been  to  us,  and  in  future  to  make  it 
our  business  to  take  our  holiday  at  some  time  of  the 
year  when  the  artillery  were  not  taking  theirs.  Mr. 
Will  struggled  bravely  with  disappointment,  but 
I  am  afraid  I  shall  never  get  him  nor  the  ladies 
nor  the  baby  to  visit  Newford  again,  for  the  most 
that  I  could  get  from  them  was  "  that  it  would  have 
been  better  and  cheaper  and  surer  to  have  stayed 
at  home  and  bought  the  fish"  ;  and  from  him,  that 
though  he  did  not  altogether  disbelieve  the  won- 
derful stories  of  bass,  conger,  codling,  and  whiting 
that  I  had  caught,  the  best  he  could  do  for  Newford 
was  to  say  that  "  it  was  a  very  fair  place  for  roach." 

(To  he  continued.) 


SALMON  FEY  FOE  THE  EXE. 


On  November  7,  Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  Exe  Valley 
Fishery,  turned  into  the  River  Exe  4100  of  the 
young  salmon  which  he  had  batched  and  reared 
gratuitously  for  the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators; 
The  yOOO  ova  from  which  the  fish  were  hatched 
were  obtained  by  the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators 
from  Scotch  rivers  through  the  Solway  Fishery 
Co.  with  a  view  to  introducing  a  change  of  blood 
into  the  River  Exe. 

Tiie  fish  were  strong  and  lively,  and  appeared  to 
take  to  their  new  quarters  readily.  They  averaged 
about  three  inches  in  length,  and  Mr.  Tracy  has  in 
reserve  500  larger  yearlings,  now  averaging  four  to 
five  inches  in  length,  which  he  intends  to  retain  in 
his  ponds  until  next  spring,  when  it  is  hoped  that 
they  will  be  sufficiently  large  to  mark  before 
turning  into  the  river.  J.  D.  C. 

[If  Mr;  Tracy  will  mark  the  samlets  he  is 
keeping  so  that  they  can  be  identified  if  they  return 
as  grilse,  he  will  be  doing  good  service  to  pisci- 
culture. At  present  salmon  culture  is  quite  under 
a  cloud.  It  seems  impossible  to  get  any  trust- 
worthy proof  of  its  having  been  anything  but  a 
waste  01  salmon,  of  salmon  eggs,  and  of  money. — 
Ed.] 


WIEE  EOE  SEA  LINES  AND 
TEACES,  ETC. 


The  other  day  the  manager  of  the  Fishing  Tackle 
Department  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative 
Society  called  to  show  me  some  new  wire  traces, 
etc.,  which  they  are  doing  well  with,  especially  for 
sea  fishing;  The  wire  has  been  specially  made  for 
the  purpose,  and  it  strikes  me  as  being  admirable 
and  very  cheap— for  instance,  the  plain  wire  of  any 
substance,  and  the  finest  is  strong  enough  for  any 
salmon  fishing,  costs  only  one  penny  per  yard,  and 
can  be  had  in  any  length  up  to  250  yards.  The 
same  wire  beautifully  twisted  is  twopence  per  yard, 
and  can  be  had  up  to  three-yard  lengths — not 
more  in  one  piece;  The  wire  is  also  made  up  into 
yard  and  a  half  traces  with  swivels,  price  Is.  single 
and  Is;  6d.  twisted.  I  certainly  shall  use  this  wire 
for  pike  fishing,  it  is  so  wonderfully  strong  and 
fine  and  unwinds  straight  from  a  2|in.  coil.  The 
chief  drawback  to  steel  wire  is  its  stifiness  and  the 
fact  that  none  has  ever  yet  been  invented  which 
will  not  break  if  kinked,  but  it  is  pretty  clear  kinks 
are  not  common  or  else  wire  traces,  etc.,  would 
not  be  so  much  used  as  they  are.  Gut,  of  course, 
is  far  softer  and  more  pleasant  to  use,  but  we 
cannot  all  afford  to  use  best  gut,  and  fine  wire 
is  a  good  substitute  where  a  fine  line  and  great 
strength  are  required;  R.  B.  M. 


CANADIAN  GOVEENOES-GENEEAL 
AS  ANGLEES. 


Nearly  all  the  Governors-General  of  Canada  for 
many  years  past  have  been  ardent  sportsmen. 
Salmon  fishing  in  the  Dominion  has  had  few  warmer 
adherents  than  Lords  Dufferin,  Lome,  Stanley, 
Aberdeen,  and  Minto.  His  Excellency  the  Earl  of 
Minto,  the  present  Governor-General,  is  not  only 
himself  a  well-known  sportsman,  but  belongs  to  a 
family  of  anglers,  one  member  of  which,  who  bore 
the  title  now  carried  by  the  Governor-General,  was 
the  author  of  an  interesting  work,  entitled,  "Game, 
Salmon  and  Poachers,"  which  was  printed  for 
private  circulation  in  London  in  1863;  Like  most 
other  salmon  fishermen  in  Canada  during  the 
present  summer,  the  Earl  of  Minto  had  rather  poor 
sport  on  the  Cascapedia.  Since  his  return,  however. 
His  Excellency  has  more  than  made  up  for  the 
disappointment  attending  his  salmon  fishing  by  the 
excellent  sport  which  he  has  enjoyed  along  the  line 
of  the  Quebec  and  Lake  St.  John  Railway.  Upon 
this  trip  His  Excellency  was  accompanied  by  the 
Countess  of  Minto  and  family,  and  also  by  the 
members  of  the  vice-regal  staff,  making  a  party  of 
eleven,  all  of  whom  were  accomplished  anglers. 
The  party  accepted  the  hospitality  of  the  club 
house  and  preserved  waters  of  the  TourilU  Fish  and 
Game  Club,  intending  to  remain  upon  the  territory 
for  a  fortnight.  The  stay  was  limited  to  six  days, 
however,  in  consequence  of  His  Excellency  being 
recalled  to  Ottawa  for  the  closing  of  Parliament. 
During  their  stay  the  total  catch  of  the  party  was 
twenty-two  dozen  of  trout,  some  of  them  of  very 
respectable  size.  The  flies  that  were  found  most 
successful  were  the  Jock  Scott.  Parmachenee  Belle, 
Coachman,  Professor,  and  Coch-y-Bondhu.  The 
members  fished  quite  a  wide  expanse  of  water,  both 
in  the  Ste.  Anne  River  and  in  the  series  of  lakes 
drained  into  it. — E.  T.  D.  Chambers. 


FISH  CULTUEE  AND  NATUEAL 
HISTOEY. 

Mr.  C.  R.  Pettis,  of  the  New  York  State  Forest, 
Fish,  and  Game  Commission,  describes  for  Science 
some  peculiar  fish  that  were  hatched' artificially  at 
Saranac  Lake  in  March,  1902,  says  the  Baltimore 
Sun.  Among  the  fry  obtained  from  800,000  eggs 
a  very  small  number — perhaps  fifty — were  practi- 
cally colourless.  Only  four  lived  to  maturity.  Two 
of  them  are  typical  albinos,  and  they  have  been  con- 
fined to  themselves.  They  are  the  same  in  outline 
as  the  ordinary  brook  trout.  The  skin  is  white, 
mottled  with  an  ochraceous  yellow,  coloured  with 
the  typical  red  and  yellow  spots.  The  fins  are 
white,  with  the  red  band  and  yellow  mottling.  The 
eyes  are  red.  The  general  appearance  of  the  fish  is 
delicate,  and  the  bones  are  apparently  visible 
through  the  seemingly  transparent  skin.    As  these 


fish  were  reared  in  captivity,  they  have  been  con- 
fined to  the  ordinary  fish  races  and  fed  on  ground 
liver.  One  is  a  male,  the  other  a  female.  The 
former  now  measures  7in.  in  length  ;  the  latter, 
9in.  The  other  two  fish  are  a  greyish  white,  with 
dark  fins  and  black  eyes. 

The  foreman  of  the  hatchery  tried  some  experi- 
ments in  crossing  these  fish  last  November,  though 
the  hatching  did  not  begin  until  March  of  this  year. 
One  cross  was  effected  between  the  two  albinos,  a 
second  between  an  ordinary  male  trout  and  a  female 
albino,  and  the  third  between  a  male  albino  and  an 
ordinary  female  trout.    From  the  first  cross  only 

0  per  cent,  of  the  eggs  hatched,  but  over  half  of  this 
fry  survived  a  month  later.  From  the  second  cross 
over  40  per  cent,  hatched,  but  the  fry  all  died 
within  a  month.  The  third  cross  resulted  more 
favourably,  as  98  per  cent,  of  the  eggs  hatched 
and  nearly  all  the  fry  are  yet  alive. 

The  progeny  of  the  first  lot  resemble  their  parent  s. 
but  arc  not  perfect  fish.  The  third  set  of  fry  look 
like  ordinary  brook  trout,  and  evidently  take  after 
their  mother.  No  spawn  was  obtained  from  tli<' 
silver-grey  specimens. 

Spawning  of  the  Crab. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  Williamson,  read  Ix^fore  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board  recently,  gives  further  results 
of  his  observations.  The  crab  spawns  its  eggs  in 
November,  December,  and  .January,  the  casting  of 
the  shell  and  impregnation  taking  place  in  summer, 
and  it  appears  probable  that  in  most  cases  spawning 
does  not  follow  until  about  fourteen  or  fifteen 
months  after  the  casting.  On  extrusion  the  eggs 
are  attached  to  the  swimmerets  of  the  mother,  and 
remain  there  for  about  seven  months  before  they 
hatch  ;  and  Dr.  Williamson  finds  that  they  are  not 
attached  by  a  sticky  fluid,  but  are  strung  on  the  fin(^ 
hairs,  which  pierce  them  like  Ijeads  on  a  thread. 
The  rate  of  growth,  the  migrations  and  distribution 
of  the  crab  are  also  dealt  with.  It  is  stated  that  a 
crab  of  4Jin.  across  is  not  less  than  three  years  and 
probably  not  more  than  four  years  old. 

THE  PIKE  :  WHAT  TO  DO 
WITH  HIM.* 
By  L.  0.  Armstrong. 

I  HAVE  a  feehng  of  respect,  amounting  almost  to 
admiration,  for  the  maskinonge.  I  love  the  dore. 
or  wall-eyed  pike,  or  golden  pickerel,  on  account  of 
his  beauty  and  his  flavour,  but  to  the  common  pike 
[Esox  lucius)  I  confess  at  the  outset  I  am  a  mortal 
enemy,  and  therefore  I  must  try  my  utmost  to  do 
him  justice.  Dr.  Warwick  claims  for  him  that  he 
can  show  intelligence,  affection,  and  gratitude. 
This  is  his  story  of  an  experience  with  an  English 
pond  pike.  It  is  a  pretty  story  ;  even  those  who 
know  it  will  not,  I  hope,  object  to  its  repetition. 

"  When  I  lived  in  Durham,"  says  the  doctor,  "  I 
\\as  taking  a  walk  one  night  in  Lord  Stamford's 
park,  when  I  arrived  at  the  pond  where  fish  destined 
for  the  table  were  temporarily  kept.  I  noticed  a 
splendid  61b.  pike ;  when  he  saw  me  he  darted  away 
like  a  fiash  towards  the  centre  of  the  water.  In  his 
flight  he  struck  his  head  against  an  iron  ring  in  a 
post.  I  found  out  later  that  he  had  broken  his  skull 
and  wounded  the  optic  nerve.  The  fish  was  evi- 
dently suffering  terribly  ;  he  darted  to  the  bottom 
and  buried  his  head  in  the  mud,  turning  with  sucli 
rapidity  that  he  was  lost  to  my  sight  for  a  moment. 
Then  he  plunged  madly  hither  and  thither  in  the 
pond,  and  finally  threw  himself  out  of  the  water 
on  to  the  shore.  I  examined  him,  and  found  a 
small  port' m  of  the  brain  coming  out  of  the  skull. 

1  replace...  the  brain  with  care,  and  rounded  the 
brain  indenture;  The  fish  remained  quiet  during 
the  operation  ;  when  it  was  over  it  plunged  into  the 
water  again.  It  seemed  at  first  to  be  much  relieved ; 
but  at  the  expiration  of  a  few  minutes  it  began 
again  wildly  to  plunge  in  every  direction,  and  finally 
threw  itself  out  of  the  water  again.  It  continued 
to  do  this  several  times  in  succession.  I  was  deeply 
interested.  I  called  the  guard,  and  with  his 
assistance  I  applied  a  bandage  to  the  fracture, 
threw  it  back  into  the  water,  and  left  it  to  its  fate. 
Next  morning  when  I  appeared  on  the  water's  edge, 
the  pike  came  to  me,  placing  his  head  close  to  my 
feet.  I  found  the  incident  extraordinary.  I 
examined  the  skull,  and  foimd  it  to  be  doing  well 
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I  walked  along  the  shore  for  some  time ;  the  fish 
swam  as  close  to  me  as  he  could  to  and  fro,  turning 
when  1  turned ;  but  as  he  was  blind  on  the  wounded 
side,  he  seemed  to  be  agitated  always  when  his 
wounded  eye  was  next  to  the  shore.  Next  day  I 
brought  some  fi-iends  to  see  the  fish  ;  the  pike  swam 
towards  me  as  usual.  He  gradually  became  so 
docUe  that  he  would  come  near  when  I  whistled,  and 
ate  from  my  hand.  With  other  people,  to  the  con- 
trary, he  remained  as  shy  and  wild  as  ever." 

Gentlemen,  what  do  you  think  of  that  story  ?  If 
true  it  makes  one  feel  a  stronger  and  more  human 
ititerest  in  our  finny  feUow-beings,  but  nevertheless 
\vitli  them  the  law  of  the  "  survival  of  the  fittest  '•' 
must  work,  and  I  hope  that  it  may  work  a  little 
more  actively  on  account  of  our  helpful  action  as  an 
assaciation. 

During  a  recent  canoe  trip  on  the  Mississaga 
river,  in  Ontario,  Can.,  I  met  with  a  black-backed, 
pink-fleshed  pike,  which  was  gamey  ;  he  rose  to  the 
fly  and  broke  a  salmon-rod  for  me  without  my  being 
conscious  of  any  extraordinary  clumsiness  on  my 
part.  His  size  was  not  great  enough  to  account  for 
the  discomfiture  that  I  felt  in  being  worsted  by 
liim  ;  and  after  helping  to  eat  him,  his  firmness 
and  flavour  made  me  temporarily  more  tolerant  of 
this  water  "  bully  and  tough,"-  but  I  have  recovered 
and  am  ready  to  make  a  declaration  of  war  against 
the  pike.  Wherever  he  is  to  be  found  I  would 
Russianize  his  territory. 

I  would  let  flourish,  and  would  ever  help  along  the 
colonisation  of  our  waters  by  that  favomrite  of  mine, 
the  dore  (Lucioperea  americana),  or  pike-perch. 
That  grandest  of  fighters  and  bounteous  giver  of 
sensations,  the  maskenonzay,  as  ^Mr.  Henry  Wads- 
worth  Longfellow,  after  the  Ojibway  fashion,  cor- 
rectly spelled  and  called  him  in  "  Hiawatha,"  I 
would  foster  ;  but  I  would  make  war  upon  the 
vulgar  pike. 

Some  of  my  friends  would  have  me  include  all  the 
members  of  the  pike  family  in  the  declaration  of 
war.  They  say  to  me  in  protecting  dore,  bass,  and 
maskenonzay,  are  you  not  helping  to  destroy  the 
trout,  ouananiche,  and  salmon  ?  To  some  extent 
perhaps,  but  in  them  I  am  protecting  game  fish  of 
such  delicious  flavour  that  I  find  my  palate  to  have 
many  sympathisers  when  it  says  it  can  enjoy  these 
three  fish  many  more  times  during  the  year  than 
trout  or  salmon,  which  are  a  little  rich.  In  fact,  I  do 
not  know  of  any  occasion  when  my  great  friend,  the 
palate,  would  not  rebel  against  my  declining  an  invi- 
tation to  dine  on  either  dore,  bass,  or  maskenonzay 
and  Sauterne. 

My  fishing  for  dore  and  maskenonzay  has  been 
done  in  Canadian  lakes  in  th©  far  north,  where 
they  are  a  table  luxury  in  any  month  in  the 
year. 

But  now,  to  be  practical,  let  me  ask  you  the 
questi  on,  "  What  are  we  going  to  do  about  it  ?  "  and  at 
the  same  time  give  the  answer  from  my  point  of  view. 
I  would  propose  then  that  this  association  recommend 
to  all  the  governments  that  "  no  netting  should  be 
allowed  except  for  pike,  suckers,  ling,  catfish,  white- 
fish,  and  other  coarse  bottom-feeders.  That  all 
>?ame  fish  should  bo  returned  to  the  water  until 
Sept.  15,  1905."-  All  commercial  fishing  companies 
should  raise  every  other  kind  of  fish  just  as  meat 
canners  raise  their  beef  or  mutton,  or  buy  from  those 
who  have  raised  them.  All  other  fish  than  those 
mentioned  as  being  permissible  should  be  caught  by 
rod,  hook,  and  line  only.  This  would  give  more 
work  to  local  fishermen  and  as  much  pay.  It  would 
liurt  only  the  few  shareholders  in  the  big  commercial 
fishing  companies,  and  these  should  be  hurt  if  any 
hurt  is  to  be  received. 

I  have  been  shocked  at  the  waste  of  the  net- 
fishermen  in  Lakes  Superior,  Huron,  Erie,  and 
Champlain.  They  have  almost  destroyed  the  fishing 
in  Lake  Ontario.  At  Sarnia  and  in  Lake  St.  Clair 
1  he  catches  of  dore  in  seines  have  been  enormous. 
Ix't  as  put  an  end  to  this  kind  of  fishing. 

The  Canadian  conscience  is  being  awakened  about 
the  fishing  in  the  Great  Lakes  and  in  Temagami, 
Lake  Champlain,  and  I  think  the  action  of  this  asso- 
ciation has  had  something  to  do  with  it. 

Incidentally,  I  cannot  refrpin  from  referring  to 
spring  shooting  for  ducks.  The  duck  is  our  ally  in 
(l(«troying  the  pike-spawn  in  the  spring.  Let  us 
make  an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  with  the 
H()ring  duck.  I  have  watched  mother  ducks  diving 
for  the  pike-spawn,  and  have  seen  her  fight  to 
protect  her  young  from  the  pike.  I  could  not  get 
near  enough  to  see  how  she  conducted  the  fight,  but 
I  saw  her  go  down  many  times  for  the  spawn,  and 
>aw  that,  in  spite  of  many  rushes  of  the  pike,  the 


parents  and  children  of  the  duck  family  got  away 
safely. 

Resolved,  that  the  North  American  Fish  and 
Game  Protective  Association  ask  of  all  legislatures 
that  such  legislation  be  enacted  as  will  make  it 
illegal  for  anyone  to  net  trout  of  any  kind,  except 
namaycush  or  lake  trout,  bass  of  any  kind,  dore  or 
wall-eyed  pike,  or  maskenonzay,  until  Sept.  15, 
1907,  and  that  all  legislatm'cs  in  their  publications 
should  use  the  Indian  name  of  the  fish  sometimes 
called  muskuUunge,  mascalonge,  maskinongc,  and 
that  it  should  always  be  spelled  in  the  Indian  way  as 
found  in  Longfellow's  "  Hiawatha  "■ — namely, 
"  maskenonza,"  withthe,"a'-  hard — maskenonzay— 
or  according  to  the  governmental  pronunciation  in 
Canada — maskinonge. 

Is  there  need  of  this  or  of  some  other  more 
effective  action  ?  Let  me  tell  you  that  there  is.  I 
met  some  farmers  last  year  who  were  about  to 
gather  together  to  ask  the  Government  to  send  them 
some  pike  for  summer  fishing,  because  they  "  grew 
fast  and  were  easy  to  catch."  These  farmers  Uved 
on  a  lake  well  stocked  with  lake  trout,  that  were, 
however,  not  easy  for  them  to  catch  in  summer. 
There  is  a  largely-signed  petition  at  Ottawa, 
Canada,  sent  in  by  the  citizens  of  Stony  Lake, 
Coimty  of  Peterboro',  asking  for  a  pike  hatchery, 
the  reason  given  being  that  there  had  been  a  great 
destruction  and  reduction  in  the  number  of  pike  in 
the  region,  whereas  salmon  and  trout  had  increased 
notably  for  some  years.  These  are  intelligent 
people,  good  farmers  and  citizens,  and  yet  do  they 
not  remind  you  of  the  frogs  who  asked  for  a  king 
and  got  the  heron  ?  Do  you  not  see  in  them  the 
lambs  asking  for  wolves  to  come  and  crunch  their 
tender  bones  ?  We  must  protect  these  and  all 
other  lambs  from  the  common  pike — that  fresh- water 
wolf,  that  shark  of  the  inland  lakes.  Let  this  fish 
make  room  for  a  better  species.  He  is  a  thief  and  a 
blackguard.  Let  us  kill  him  any  way  we  can ;  let 
us  pitchfork  him  in  the  shallows  and  small  creeks, 
spear  him,  shoot  him,  set  night-lines  for  him,  net 
him,  destroy  him  by  fair  means  or  foul ;  he  has  no 
friends  among  the  wise  and  the  good. — Forest  and 
Stream. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Eeports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remabks. — The  river  has  a 
little  colour  owing  to  the  thaw,  and  roach  have  been 
feeding  fairly  well  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
week.  Very  few  anglers  have,  however,  been  seen 
on  the  river.  A  new  angling  club  has  been  formed 
at  Laleham,  and  will  be  known  as  the  Laleham  and 
Ashford  AngUng  Association.  It  is  also  probable 
that  a  club  with  the  title  of  Magna  Charta  Angling 
Society  will  shortly  be  formed  at  Eghani.  The 
Mayor  of  Maidenhead,  by  invitation  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Grenfell,  M.P.,  attended  at  Taplow  Court  on 
Tuesday  to  witness  the  turning  into  the  Thames 
of  a  batch  of  500  young  salmon,  which  have  been 
specially  reared  near  Uxbridge.  The  Thames  Con- 
servancy have  now  decided  to  erect  a  new  lock  at 
Hampton  Court  big  enough  to  hold  four  barges 
and  two  tugs,  so  that  it  is  likely  anglers  will  find 
more  traffic  of  this  character  in  the  near  future. 
A  temporary  lock  is  to  bo  commenced  early  next 
year,  and  will  be  used  until  the  larger  one  is  ready. 
It  is  proposed  to  start  building  the  new  permanent 
lock  in  October  next. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Sport  lias  again  been  quiet 
during  the  past  week.  Poach  have  been  feeding 
very  badly,  nearly  all  the  "bankers"  drawing 
blanks  on  Nov.  27.  One  or  two  jack  up  to  61b. 
have  been  caught  by  local  anglers.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Reeves  last  week  caught  a  nice  perch  weighing 
21b.  loz. ;  the  fish  is  being  preserved.  Mr.  J.  Crisp, 
fishing  with  G.  Vaughan,  has  taken  several  nice 
chub  up  to  41b.  The  river  wants  a  lot  more  rain 
before  anything  like  all-round  sport  can  be  ex- 
pected, which,  at  the  time  of  writing,  is  running  up 
clear,  with  scarcely  any  stream.— -Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Weyhridge). — There  is  little  to  report 
this  week  as  regards  angling  owing  to  the  severe 
frost,  but  three  or  fom-  have  been  out  for  an  hour 
or  two  in  the  afternoon,  on  occasions  getting  a  few 
nice  roach  which  run  a  good  size,  some  going  a 
pound  in  weight.  On  Nov.  24  eight  of  our  club 
fished  a  match  with  an  equal  number  of  the  Addle- 
stone  Angling  Association,  our  running  lines 
freezing  to  the  rod  (myself  one  of  the  competitors, 
not  bad  for  close  on  seventy).  Addlestono  were  the 
victors  with  one  chub,  2 Jib.,  taking  the  first  prize  ; 


Weybridge,  second  prize,  with  one  roach,  8oz. ;  the 
tliird  prize  not  taken.  Wo  afterwards  adjourned 
to  our  club  quarters.^  where  our  worthy  host,  Mr. 
F.  Harnmerton,  of  the  Crown  Hotel,  provided  us 
with  an  excellent  supper,  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  finishing  with  smoking,  harmony,  etc. — 

CUAS.  A.  SlIAYLOR. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeanh). — Anglers  have 
during  the  past  week  or  so  liad  to  contend  with 
what  might  be  termed  snow  broth.  The  sharp  frost 
must  improve  matters  considerably.  At  the  tirne 
of  writing  we  4iavo  had' two  days'  thaw,  and  the 
atmosphere  is  now  mild.  Good  sport  is  now  looked 
for  amongst  the  pike.  By  Saturday  (Dec.  3),  with- 
out any  fresh  disturbance  in  the  weather,  the  Cam 
should  {be  in  good  fishing  order  all  round.  Live 
baits  on  the  spot  if  ordered,  but  no  Sunday  post  at 
Waterbeach. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire)  .—Mr.  Busby 
has  again  stocked  this  valuable  stream  with  yearling 
trout  from  the  Bibury  Fish  Hatchery,  which  should 
tend  to  greatly  improve  the  blood,  if  this  is  possible. 
AU  the  enemies  are  being  carefully  kept  down, 
especially  the  pike,  which  one  rarely  sees  now. — 
Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).— The  water  is  in 
fair  condition  and  is  at  its  normal  height  for  this 
time  [of  the  year.  There  has  not  been  sufficient 
snow  and  rain  for  freshets,  consequently  the  fisli 
have  not  been  disturbed  in  the  spawning  beds.  Froni 
the  number  of  fish  reported  to  be  in  the  water  the 
prospects  seem  to  be  encouraging  for  the  ensuing  sea- 
son. The  Dart  Fishery  Board  received  an  excellent 
suggestion  at  the  last  meeting,  and  decided  that  an 
abstract  of  the  accounts  should  be  published  and 
sent  to  all  the  members.  This  is  a  business-like 
proceeding,  and  might  well  be  followed  by  many 
other  bodies.  There  is  a  credit  balance  in  favour  of 
the  Board  of  £300,  and  £150  is  to  be  placed  on 
deposit.  Otters  have  been  disturbing  some  fish, 
but  there  was  not  enough  water  for  them  to  reach 
the  spawning  beds. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exefcer). — With  the  severe 
weather  we  have  experienced  lately  those  anglers 
who  were  courageous  enough  to  face  the  severe 
cold  have  been  rewarded  with  pike,  perch,  and 
roach  in  the  main  river  near  the  city  at  the  usual 
haunts,  live-bait  and  spoon-bait  accounting  for 
the  pike  and  perch,  and  paste  and  creed  wheat 
for  the  roach;  and  this  also  apijlies  to  the  canal 
at  Limekilns,  Black  House,  Topsham,  and  Turf. 
At  Starcross  the  extension  of  the  pier  is  much 
appreciated  by  railway  travellers  and  anglers  as 
much  better  sea  fishing  will  now  be  procured.  At 
Exmouth  the  pollack  and  mullet  catches  have 
been  exceptionally  good,  Monday  and  Tuesday 
especially  so.  As  an  instance,  Messrs.  White, 
Pollard,  and  Harris  secured  nearly  200  pollaok  on 
Monday  and  about  100  to-day  (Tuesday),  the  local 
White  Flies  used  being  excellent  lures,  four  fish  at  a 
time  being  hauled  up  at  the  pier,  while  in  the  dock 
mullet  of  good  size  have  been  caught  by  Messrs. 
R.  Mostyn,  Popkin,  Pollard,  Beck,  and  Perry.  The 
latter  angler  also  had  twenty-two  bass  on  Saturday 
last  at  the  pier,  weighing  211b.,  and  nine  on  Tuesday, 
night  fishing. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Few  anglers  have  ven- 
tured out  in  consequence  of  the  wintry  conditions, 
but  a  thaw  has  taken  placa,  and  sport  can  now  be 
resumed.  The  river  is  still  out  of  condition,  and  is 
likely  to  continue  so  until  it  is  refreshed  and  coloured 
by  a  good  run  of  land' water.  During  the  past  week 
no  good  baskets  have  been  reported,  either  in  the 
upper  or  lower  reaches.  The  big  dace  mentioned 
last  week  was,  I  note,  made  still  larger  by  the  printer. 
It  scaled  lib.  IJoz. — not  lib.  7|oz. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  pike  fishing.  The  weather  has  started 
to  break  up,  so  now  there  is  prospect  of  good  sport. 
Some  very  nice  fish  have  been  seen,  but  there  has 
been  no  fishing  on  account  of  the  weather.  Boats 
and  baits  can  be  obtained  from  S.  Rolph,  Ram, 
Brandon. — Rolph. 

Luggr  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  low  and  clear  and  in  fair  order  for  gray- 
ling fishing.  Angling  during  the  last  fortnight  has 
not  been  brisk,  the  weather  having  been  too  severe 
for  anglers  to  get  out.  A  few  rods  were  out  at  the 
end  of  the  week,  and  grasshopper  and  maggot  used, 
and  a  few  grayling  landed.  The  weather  is  warmer, 
and  the  sun  gats  out  at  midday,  and  sport  may  be 
had  next  week  with  fly.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and 
low. — Gwynne. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (LlauTmy- 
nech). — Very  winterly  weather  prevailed  here  u[) 
to  the  close  of  last  week,  and  the  frost  ea.chf  night 
was  so  severe  that  during  the  day  little  impression 
was  made  by  the  smi  on  the  snow,  which  is  now 
gradually  disappearing  owing  to  some  nice  showers 
of  rain  on  Monday.  With  the  temperature  much 
milder  angling  has  once  more  been  resumed,  but 
sport  has  not  yet  been  very  good  owing  to  the 
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presence  of  so  much  enow-broth  in  the  rivers,  but 
should  the  present  mild  weather  continue  for  a  few 
days  all  the  snow  will  have  disappeared. — Vyhnwy. 
Sussex    Rivern    and    Chiohester    Canal. — 

Frost  has  materially  interfered  with  angling  during 
the  past  week.  Rivers  have  been  frozen  over,  but 
the  ice  has  not  been  of  sufficient  thickness  for 
skating  enthusiasts.  At  Chichester  Canal  skating 
was  indulged  Jin  early  in  the  week,  but  with  only 
two  inches  of  ice  it  was  a  risky  business.  There  is 
nothing  to  record  from  any  district,  and  the  thaw 
that  has  sat  in  will  keep  fish  off  feed  for  some  days. 
A  good  freshet  is  needed  to  clear  the  leaves  and 
other  abominations  that  render  angling  or  spinning 
almo.^t  an  impossibility. — Geokoe  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iiualowl, — The  Teme  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  low,  and  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  at  the  end  of  last  week  was 
most  severe.  Snow  has  covered  the  fields,  but  a 
thaw  set  in  on  Tuesday,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of 
it  getting  away,  but  little  has  got  into  the  river  as 
yet.  Angling  has  been  c(uiet.  A  few  anglers  were 
out  at  the  end  of  last  week  and  used  maggot, 
grasshopper,  and  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Green 
Insect,  and  Gold  Tip  Blue,  and  a  few  grayling 
have  been  caught,  but  no  good  baskets.  Pike  have 
been  on  the  move,  and  should  now  be  taking  live 
and  gorge  bait.  On  Nov.  26  six  grayling  were 
landed  with  the  Red  Tag  and  Gold  Tip  Blue. 
Roach,  dace,  and  chub  have  been  caught  with 
maggot.  The  prospects  for  sport  next  week  are 
uncertain.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwycho 
are  all  low  and  clear,  little  done  in  them  of  late. — • 
S.  Ludlow. 

Tenxe  (Tenbury).— The  river  in  this  part  is  run- 
ning clear  and  low,  and  it  is  in  fair  order  for  angling, 
but  the  weather  has  been  so  very  cold,  and  the 
groimd  snow-covered,  that  very  few  anglers  have 
cared  to  venture  out.  A  thaw  has  set  in,  but  little 
snow-water  will  get  to  the  rivers.  Angling  this 
week  has  been  slow,  and  will  be  until  we  get  more 
settled  weather.  Grayling  have  been  rising  at  mid- 
day at  the  midges.  Prospects  for  sport  doubtful. 
■ — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — Water  in  splendid  condition, 
weather  fine,  fish  well  on  the  feed.  Mr.  Boote  had 
four  and  a  half  hours'  fishing  on  Nov.  28  for  pike,  he 
got  twelve  runs  and  landed  eight  pike,  largest,  9lb. 

 W.  ViCKERY. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  waters 
have  been  in  order  up  to  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  29, 
and  a  few  nice  catches  have  been  obtained  by  those 
who  have  braved  the  cold  weather,  and  it  has  been 
very  severe  for  November.  One  to  three  brace  have 
been  taken  from  different  parts  of  the  Derwent  with 
a  small  red  worm  and  maggots  for  bait.  The  fly 
fishing  saason  is  practically  over,  except  the  sun 
breaks  through  for  a  short  time  and  brings  the  flies 
out.  The  best  time  is  between  11  a  m.  and  3  p.m. 
The  prospect  is  not  very  bright  as  the  snow  has 
me  ted  and  these  rivers  are  swolen  with  snowwater 
and  fish  do  not  as  a  rule  feed  well  in  it.  Killing  flies 
when  the  water  is  in  trim.  Ash  Dun,  Needle  F\y, 
Furnace  Fly,  and  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oaae, 
•to.  (Yorka). — Very  little  angling  has  been  done  on 
any  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers  owing  to  the  snow.  Up 
to  Nov.  28  snow  remained  with  us,  then  a  gradual 
thaw  set  in  which  has  caused  snow  water  to  run 
into  the  rivers.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore 
snow  still  remains.  Very  little  angling  has  been 
done  in  the  districts  of  Hawes  and  Mashara. 
Between  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge  a  few 
ardent  anglers  have  been  out ;  the  river  has 
been  fairly  clear,  but  snow  water  is  running  in, 
which  has  kept  the  fish  off  the  feed.  The  upper 
reaches  of  the  Wharfe  is  covered  with  snow  ;  angling 
has  almost  been  at  a  standstill  at  Kilnsey, 
Orassington,  and  Burnsall.  At  Ilkley  sport  has 
also  been  quiet,  one  or  two  anglers  have  been  out ; 
sport  has  ruled  very  quiet.  Very  little  has 
also  been  done  between  Otley  and  Harewood.  On 
Saturday  about  half  a  dozen  rods  were  out;  in  the 
districts  of  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf  sport  has  been 
almost  at  a  standstill ;  out  of  the  above  only 
one  angler  had  a  touch.  The  Swa'e  is  out 
of  condition,  very  little  doing  in  the  higher 
reaches  at  Skeeby  and  Catterick  Bridge.  In  the 
Nidd  very  little  has  been  done  in  the  higher  rsaches; 
the  same  remark  may  apply  to  the  lower  reaches 
iit  Knaresborough,  Walshford,  and  Hunsingore. 
Since  Monday  (Nov.  28)  rain  has  fallen,  and  a 
general  thaw  has  set  in,  consequently  snow  water  is 
running  into  the  main  rivers,  and  it  will  be  some 
days  before  they  will  be  fit  for  any  kind  of  angling. 
The  delegatos  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers 
jira  holding  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Grand 
Restaurant,  on  Doc.  2. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Angieis'  Depot,  19,  Now  Station-street,  Leeds. 


While  fishing  a  private  lake  last  week-end  near 
Chippenham,  a  gentleman  caught  with  live  bait 
(dace)  a  splendid  pike,  weighing  28Jlb. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Iiooh  Leven  (Kinross). — At  the  Sheriff  Court, 
Kiru-oss,  on  Tussday,  two  young  farm  servants 
were  convicted  for  taking  a  spawning  trout  from 
one  of  the  feeders  of  Loch  Leven,  and  were  each 
fined  10s.  or  five  days'  imprisoimient. — Robt.  B. 
Laing. 

ITorth  of  Scotland. — About  a  foot  of  snow  fell 
since  last  raport.  Old  flshermsn  say  that  a  storm 
before  Christmas  is  worth  two  after  it,  sj  the 
more  that  falls  the  better.  Such  has  been  the  severity 
of  the  water  famine  that  curlers  will,  in  several  places, 
be  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  ponds  for  the  want 
of  water,  to  form  sufficient  ice.  Ballater,  for 
instance,  is  quite  dry,  and  neither  skaters  nor 
curlers  are  doing  anything.  The  rivers  are  filling 
for  the  first  time,  but  with  snow  broth  however. 
Anything  is  better  than  nothing.  It  is  a  wretched 
tima  of  fogs,  frost,  fresh,  and  snow — nothing  two 
hours  on  end. — G.  M. 

Sontb  of  Scotland. — Tlie  great  snowstorm  of 
last  week,  which  was  followed  up  by  severe  frost 
and  ice  covering  the  slower  running  pools,  has 
given  way  to  a  complete  thaw,  which  set  in  on 
Nov.  29.  On  Nov.  30  the  rivers  were  in  flood  with 
the  melting  of  the  snow.  Very  few  breeding  salmon 
have  been  ascending  the  Border  rivers  since  the 
rod  fishing  expired.  Tiie  Galloway  Urr  of 
Dalbeattie  closed  its  angling  on  Nov.  30.  The 
back-end  was  a  disappointing  one. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  salmon  angling  in  the  Tweed  district  for  1904 
comes  to  an  end  this  evening  (Nov.  30).  It  is  a  sad 
ending.  Tha  season  will  be  held  in  remembrance 
chiefly  on  account  of  its  being  the  most  unproduc- 
tive within  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the 
immediate  successor  of  the  most  productive  within 
the  same  period.  After  a  season  like  that  of  1903, 
when  flood  followed  flood  in  opportune  succession, 
and  when  every  flood  up  to  the  very  last  brought 
fresh  accessions  of  large  and  conditioned  fish,  san- 
guinely  disposed  people  began  to  hope  that  a  series 
of  lean  years  liad  come  to  an  end,  and  there 
might  be  a  return  to  the  good  old  times.  These 
anticipations  have  been  ill-founded ;  indeed,  the 
spring  fishing  was  as  nearly  as  possible  "nil." 
The  autumn  began  badly,  if,  indeed,  it  can  be  said 
to  have  began  at  all,  and  it  has  ended  without  any- 
thing having  been  done  to  redeem  it  from  utter 
failure.  The  closing  week  was  the  most  disappoint- 
ing of  the  season,  tha  early  spell  of  wintry  weather, 
which  broke  in  upon  the  prolonged  and  genial 
autumn,  having  driven  all  but  the  most  enthusiastic 
anglers  of?  the  rivers.  The  consequence  is  that 
there  is  almost  nothing  to  report  in  the  way  of 
captures.  Floors  Lower  Water. — On  Nov.  15, 
Lord  Hyde  caught  three  salmon,  weighing  221b., 
151b.,  and  141b.  On  Nov.  17,  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Roxburghe  caught  five,  221b.,  181b., 
151b.,  151b.,  and  91b.,  and  on  the  following  day 
His  Grace  had  two  salmon,  weighing  151b.  and 
131b.  Carham. — Mrs.  Burrell,  on  Nov.  14,  had 
one  salmon  of  141b.,  and  on  Nov.  15,  one  of  131b. 
On  Nov.  16  Mr.  Cabry  had  one  of  201b.,  and  on 
Nov.  17  Mr.  Poole  had  four  231b.,  191b.,  191b., 
and  161b.  On  Nov.  18  Mr.  Perkins,  two  241b.  and 
221b.,  and  on  Nov.  19  two  grilse  6Jlb.  and  01b. 
Sprouston  Water  has  been  one  of  the  most  produc- 
tive fishings  of  the  year,  but  details  are  not  to  hand 
yet. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District — Although  the  weather 
is  not  so  cold  as  it  was  last  we?k  it  is  unsettled  and 
broken,  and  the  canals  and  lakes  are  in  a  dirty  con- 
dition yet,  so  that  coarse  fishing  in  most  places  is 
impracticable.  The  weeds,  however,  have  been  cut- 
down  by  the  sharp  frosts.  The  small  streams  are 
being  heavily  poached  in  the  absence  of  protection. 
Trout  were  sold  in  the  city  last  week  without 
detection,  indeed  some  were  offered  for  sale  within 
100  yards  of  a  constabulary  station.  Heavy  runs 
of  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  reported  from  ths 
Antrim  and  Down  coast  rivers.  It  is  a  bit  siagular 
that  practically  nothing  is  being  done  in  the  matter 
of  artificial  propagation  of  salmon  and  trout  in  this 
district. — J.  A.  B. 

Monme  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
A  big  lot  of  salmon  are  in  tha  deep  reaches  below 
Victoria  Bridge  awaiting  another  rise  of  water  to 
negotiate  the  weirs.  Salmon  are  at  work  in  the 
Strule,  and  a  good  number  have  got  to  the  higher 
waters  of  the  Derg  and  Glenelly. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  rivers  in  this  dis- 
trict are  now  heavily  flooded,  and  spawning  fish  are 


Pike  Tackle.— The  Harrog.ite  Spinner  lias  given  tlie  greafest 
satisfaction  to  tliousands  of  Anglers  ;  kills  flsli  when  no  other 
bait  will.  Is.  9ci.  each.  Preserved  Natural  Baits,  la.  od.  per 
bottle.  The  Westernian  Spinner,  for  natural  or  preserved  bait,  is 
used  by  all  the  leading  Yorkshire  pike  fishers.  Is.  each.  Spin- 
ning 'I  races,  6d.  and  Is.  Live  liait  Traces,  4d.  Jardine  Snaps,  3d. 
Strongest  Salmon  Gut  Traces,  Is.  Od.  All  post  free.— J.  E.  Millkr, 
Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  Leeds.  Telegrams,  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


numerous  in  all  th3  principal  spawning  grounds, 
where  additional  protection  is  afforded  them  this 
year.  Poaching  has  been  unheard  of  up  to  the 
present,  and  if  things  continue  in  this  way  to  the 
end  of  December,  a  most  successful  spawning  season 
will  come  to  be  rjcordsd.  Sea  angling  ii  giving  fine 
sport  at  pollack,  a^the  weather  and  water  conditions 
are  just  the  thing  and  the  fish  are  numerous. 
Nothing  doing  among  other  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingar). — 
To  the  bond-fide  angler  a  good  spawning  season  is 
of  very  great  interest,  and  just  now,  immediately 
after  the  break  up  and  disappearance  of  the  snow 
and  frost,  salmon  and  trout  have  begun  to  ascend 
the  county  rivers  and  the  tributaries  of  these  great 
fishing  resorts  in  considerable  numbers.  The  very 
best  efforts  have  been  put  forth  by  the  Westmeath 
Fish  Preservation  Society,  and  the  report?  to 
hand  from  the  water-bailiffs  show  that  spawning 
operations  are  in  full  swing.  The  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  have  promised  their  valuable  assist- 
ance towards  protecting  the  fish,  and  if  the 
magistrates  only  do  their  duty  in  reference  to  any 
cases  of  fish  poaching  which  may  be  brought  before 
them,  as  also  the  higher  authorities  in  cases  of 
memorial  for  mitigation  of  punishment,  there 
would  be  every  prospect  of  sport  during  the 
ensuing  open  season.  A  la.'ge  staff  of  competent 
men  have  been  employed  as  water-bailiffs. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Very  good  sport  has  been  had 
at  pollack  since  last  report.  On  one  day  four 
anglers  had  thirty-seven  pollack  and  another  party 
of  five  on  th3  same  day  had  forty- sevea.  No  sport 
worth  recording  haa  been  done  among  other  fish, 
but  on  one  day  four  anglers  caught  seventy-five 
whiting  and  thirty-five  gurnard  off  Horse  Island  on 
the  ocean  side. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynaue  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good 
among  pollack  since  last  r3port,  but  nothing  worth 
mentioning  has  beon  done  among  other  fish  usually 
taken  here  at  this  time  of  the  year.  On  Nov.  27 
four  anglers,  fishing  between  Bunavalla  and  Carrig- 
anuUar,  close  to  the  rocky  shore,  caught  twenty-nine 
pollack  ;  one  of  them  weighed  13ro.,  and  the  average 
weight  of  fish  was  about  61b. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  of  late  has  been  very  cold, 
with  mist  and  fog,  and  the  few  that  had  the  pluck 
to  face  it  secured  decent  takes  of  good  whiting  and 
other  fish,  besides  an  occasional  cod.  Messrs.  E.  C. 
Carter,  Miskin,  and  Carter  landed,  on  Nov.  28, 
with  four  score  twelve  very  fine  whiting,  and  one 
cod  of  141b.  ;  and  on  Nov.  20,  Messrs.  Harbridge, 
Firminger,  and  Reidpath  fishing  in  a  galley  punt, 
secured  very  close  takes  of  4  score  18  whiting, 
4  score  11,  and  4  score  9,  and  one  codling  of 
31b.  to  3^lh. ;  and  had  these  gsntlemen  decided 
to  return  early  enough  to  weigh  in,  there  is  littla 
doubt  they  would  have  secured  the  first  place  for 
whiting  and  codling,  as  the  fish  generally  on  this 
day  ran  exceptionally  small,  and  each  of  these 
gentlemen  had  a  good  sample  of  fish,  and  the  cod- 
ling would  have  secured  the  first  place.  The  tides 
suit  for  all  day  fishing  this  week  end. — Edwabd 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Fier).  —  Ths  water  still  remains 
remarkably  clear  and  bright,  undisturbed  by  strong 
winds,  and  fishing  still  suffers  in  conssquence,  all, 
or  the  majority,  of  the  fish  being  out  in  very  dsep 
water,  where  th3  boats  can  scarce  hold  anchor. 
Pier  fishing  remains  extremely  poor  by  daylight, 
though  fair  sport  is  nightly  realised  by  the  few 
anglers  who  care  to  face  the  elements.  On  Nov.  25 
Major  Seymour,  Mr.  Larkman,  Mr.  Dodd,  Mr. 
Memess,  and  Mr.  Wiggins  only  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing a  few  dabs  and  codlings  during  daylight  hours, 
but  aftsr  dark  material  improvement  took  place, 
and  fair  bag?  of  codling  wera  made,  Mr.  Waddell 
heading  the  list  with  fourteen  of  them  ;  Winstan- 
ley,  Hadsley,  Curtiss,  We'ch  and  Fuller,  as  well  as 
Jlr.  and  Miss  Burrough,  but  besides  a  shad, 
which  fell  to  the  lady's  rod,  and  a  few  small 
dabs,  little  was  done  by  daylight.  Mr.  DoUand 
secured  a  nice  bag  of  codling  and  pouting  after 
dark,  and  fair  general  sport  was  experienced.  The 
weather  on  Nov.  27  proved  bitterly  cold,  yet  a 
large  number  of  anglers,  chiefly  local,  put  in  an 
appearance,  and  fished  throughout  the  day  with 
little  success,  but  Mr.  Fuller  and  Mr.  Burgess,  who 
remained  late,  each  made  a  good  catch.  Mr.  Dodd, 
TVEr.Pierpoint,  Mr.Morrell,  Mr.  Lindsey  and  Mrs.Dodd 
joined  the  pier  ranks  on  Monday,  Nov.  28,  and  a  fair 
number  of  fish  were  caught  in  the  afternoon  and 
early  evening,  but  night  fishing  was  less  productive 
than  on  previous  nights.  Mr.  Curtiss  held  sole 
possession  of  the  pier  early  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  2D, 
and  secured  a  few  whiting  and  dabs  before  his 
■  breakfast  hour.  The  remainder  of  the  day  proved 
almost  a  blank  until  evening  set  in,  when  sport 
began  to  assert  itself,  and  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  McCann, 
Mr.  Band,  Mr.Larknan,  Mrs.  Dodd,  Miss  French 
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and  several  others  soon  reaped  the  reward 
of  their  perseveraace  in  th9  form  of  decent  takes  of 
whiting  and  poutinp,  codling  being  scarcely  ia 
evidence.  Captain  Norman  and  a  friead  paid  a 
visit  from  Dover  on  Wednesday  (Nov. '30),  but 
found  matters  ruling  very  slow,  only  a  few  dabs 
being  caught  until  evening  when  some  few  fair 
catches  were  made.  Given  a  good  strong  breeze 
tj  thicken  the  water  somewhat  and  good  sport 
should  speedily  ensue.  Ths  additional  anglers  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  28,  comprised  Messrs.  Burgess, 
Band,  G.  Smith,  Cooke.  —  J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Lowestoft. — The  past  week  has  been  a  busy  one 
with  us.  We  have  had  the  general  changeable 
weather,  alternating  from  summer  a  week  ago  to 
the  depth  of  winter  on  Nov.  16,  but  the  cold  is  to 
be  welsomed  as  it  means  cod.  Already  several  nice 
ones  have  been  takea,  notably  one  of  16Jlb.  by  Mr. 
Harmer,  fishing  off  the  Clare  mont  Pier,  and  several 
others  of  a  slightly  smaller  size  by  Mr.  Haws  and 
other  anglers.  Nov.  20  was  an  ideal  autumn  day, 
such  a  day  as  we  only  get  on  the  East  Coast  whilst 
other  places  are  enveloped  in  fog.  Here  it  was 
hot,  sea  moderate  to  calm,  and  the  fishing 
from  boats  in  particular  something  grand.  Anglers 
brought  in  eleven  score,  ten  score  and  down- 
wards of  spendid  whiting,  and  altogether  it 
was  a  day  to  be  remembered  by  those  out.  On 
Nov.  17  and  19  further  matches  held  in  connection 
with  the  "Nockolds  "  cup  were  fished  off,  the  resu'fs 
being  in  every  way  satisfactory.  On  Nov.  25 
another  match  with  the  Yarmouth  Club  is  to  take 
pla3e,  and  good  catches  should  be  recorded,  the  cod 
now  being  inshore.  On  Nov.  22  a  most  successful 
smoking  concert  was  held  at  the  Imperial  Hotel 
(see  full  report  on  p.  412),  when  the  handsome  cup 
presented  by  Mr.  Jackson-Scott  and  thirty-nine 
other  prizes  were  handed  to  the  winners  by  the 
Mayor  of  Lowestoft  (Mr.  Councillor  Tuttle),  and 
a  most  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  I  saw  a  most 
extraordinary  case  of  the  "  recovery  of  lost  property ' ' 
on  the  Claremont  Pier  last  week.  A  gentleman  who 
was  fishing  on  the  end  of  the  pier,  by  s;)me  means 
or  other  threw  away  his  gold  ring,  and  at  once 
informed  the  pier  officia's.  They  got  to  work  with 
creepers,  and  under  half  an  hour  after  were  able  to 
restore  the  ring  to  the  owner.  As  there  is  a  great 
depth  of  water  at  this  end  of  the  pier,  I  think  the 


recovery  was  almost  a  miracle. — H.  L.  F.  [Received 
too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

Flymonthk — The  weather  has  not  been  very 
enticing  for  the  fishermen  this  week.  We  have  had 
a  turn  of  snow  which  did  not  last  very  long,  but 
was  enough  to  be  unpleasant.  The  pilchards  and 
herrings  have  not  shown  up  as  yet,  although  the 
boats  are  ready  with  their  nets  for  them.  They 
usually  make  their  appearance  before  this.  Mackerel 
have  made  their  appearance  again,  and  several  have 
been  caught  by  whiffing  on  the  silver  spinner.  It  is 
no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  give  us  a  visit  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  During  this  month  hake  are 
in  their  prime  previous  to  going  to  the  deep  water 
to  spawn  ;  the  females  are  consequently  found  full 
of  roe.  Tlie  edible  fish  for  this  month  include  coal- 
fish,  hake,  ling,  cod,  haddock,  pouting,  whiting, 
tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  eel,  sprat,  pilchard,  anchovy, 
dory,  mackerel,  smelt,  skate,  ray,  and  all  shellfish. 
— William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Sonthwold. — The  Pier  Competition  last  week 
ended  in  the  first  prize  being  awarded  for  a  total 
take  of  just  over  lib.  (!)  fish.  The  wonder  is  aprize 
under  these  circumstances  was  awarded  at  all. 
The  second  prize  was  withdrawn.  Whiting  seem  to 
have  almost  left — a  few  small  ones  are  caught 
at  odd  times.  Fog  and  westerly  winds  have  pre- 
vented decent  sport  of  any  kind,  but  Mr.  Beaseley 
(B.S.A.S.)  has,  during  the  week,  captured  two 
codling  of  81b.  14oz.  and  71b.  lloz.,  and  now  stands 
first  for  the  complimentary  (pier)  tickets  given  by 
the  Coast  Development  Co.  for  heaviest  codling 
and  whiting  respectively.  The  writer  took  two 
fine  dabs  on  Nov.  28,  weighing  lib.  3oz.  and 
lib.  CJoz.  respectively.  Fishermen  are  doing 
splendidly  with  sprats,  of  which  tons  are  being 
landed  and  sent  to  London  and  other  localities. 
Pier  competition  just  concluded.  Sport  extremely 
poor  and  most  disappointing.  —  Leonard  B. 
Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — Frost  and  cold  winds  have 
made  sport  very  slack.  Codling  up  to  2:|-lb.  have 
been  caught  off  pier.  Other  dates  of  competitions 
Dec.  3,  7,  17,  22  and  25.  One  good  pout,  over  lib., 
caught  by  H.  Blewett.  I  think,  considering  that 
this  is  the  first  season  of  club,  we  are  going  pretty 
strong  and  having  plenty  of  competitions. — J.  R. 
Robinson. 

Weymoutli. — Since  the  cold  weather  has  set  in. 


the  fishing  in  the  harbour  and  from  the  pier  has 
greatly  improved,  a  lot  of  small  bass  coming  up 
with  the  tide,  and  several  good  catches  have  Ijeen 
taken.  On  Tuesday,  one  angler  took  exactly  100 
averaging  from  ^Ib.  to  Jib.,  and  they  give  very  good 
sport  on  fine  tackle.  Pollack  and  pouting  are  still 
plentiful  off  the  breakwater,  some  of  the  boats 
taking  good-sized  fish.  Some  pouting  taken  with 
the  rod  from  the  rocks  weigh  lib.  each,  an  angler 
on  Saturday  afternoon  last  having  27  fine  fish,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  for  some  time 
to  come. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


Jlssociafions,  eic. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next, 
Dec.  a,  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  at  8.30  p.m.  The 
netting  and  restocking  committee  on  Monday,  Dec. 
12,  at  the  Red  Cross —  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

Since  last  report  eleven  cases  have  been  dealt  with 
and  £60  voted.  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many 
thanks  the  receipt  of  £2  8s.  6d.,  Sundial  A.S.  ;  £3  3s., 
Elephant  A.S.  ;  £1  13s.,  Warwick  Castle  A.S.  ;  and 
£1  15s.,  Bostonian  A.S.  Also  life  membership  sub- 
scription (£1  Is.)  from  Mr.  Inch,  of  Waltham.stow. 
Should  be  grateful  for  additional  membership  lists 
from  clubs  ;  we  are  still  short  of  2000,  despite  the 
welcome  accession  of  several  societies  who  had 
hitherto  entertained  the  mistaken  notion  that  it  was 
derogatory  to  join  as  participating  members. — 
W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 
Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  our  meeting,  on  Nov.  30,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
occupied  the  chair.  A  new  member  previously 
proposed  was  elected  and  other  gentlemen  were  put 
up  for  membership,  and  applications  for  particulars 
of  the  society's  fishery  were  received.  Very  few 
members  have  braved  the  elements  recently,  con- 
sequently fishing  results  are  few,  with  the  exception 
of  Messrs.  Hill  and  Yarham,  who  have  had  perch 
from  Harefield.  Members  are  reminded  that  our 
Christmas  competition  takes  place  this  week-end  at 
Harefield,  and  on  Thursday,  Dec.  22,  there  will  be 
a  concert  and  the  prizes  won  in  the  above  com- 
petition will  be  distributed. — E.  B. 
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RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


ABlSODON,  B,  Berks,  61 ;  85.  5d. 

ADDLE.STONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Esae.x,  36,  33. 

AMBERLEY  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  53.  8d.,  64  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  33.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misboum),  I,  Bucks,  23i ;  2s.  3d. 

Ampthili.  (Lakes),  O,  Beds,  44  ;  43.  2d. 

Ardleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56  ;  43.  9d. 

ArlesET  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHIRST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  33.  4d. 

ACDLEr  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  33.  6Jd. 

AYLESBURY  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48  ;  33.  8d. 

Baecombe  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  53.  6d. 

Battlesbridoe  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  4id. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  58. 

Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  23.  lid. 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  43.  4d. 

Billericay  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 

BlLUNGHURST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  8d. 

Blshop's  Stortpord  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  91d. 

Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46t ;  43.  lid. 

Blcnham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  5s.  3d. 

Blustisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 

Bottisham,  a,  Cambs,  61i  ;  5s.  lid. 

BocRME  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  281 ;  38. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22*  ;  28.  8d. 

BoxjiooR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  241 ;  2s.  6d. 

Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  861 ;  7s.  3ld. 

Brauohino  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  301 ;  28.  71d. 

Bkicket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  28. 

liKOXBOCRNE  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  171 ;  Is.  6d. 

BiNTiNOFORD  (Rib),  Herts,  33}  ;  28.  lid. 

BlRES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  64  ;  43.  61d. 

Burnham-on-Crocch,  a,  Essex,  39;  3s.  3d. 

Blrnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77*;  68.  6d. 

l'.r;RNT  .Mill  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25 ;  Is.  lljd. 

I'.'.SHEY  (Colne),  U,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 

J'.vflekt  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21i ;  2s.  3d. 

CA.1TLK  Hedinouau  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  561 ; 
48.  lUd. 

Chalfont  Road  (Misboum),  I,  Bucks,  22  ;  28. 
Chappkl  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  5f>l ;  43.  24d. 
CUKDDiNOTos  (Canal),  U,  Bucks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
''iiELM."FOitD  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29i  ;  2s.  61d. 
'Hkktskv  (Thames),  l>,  Suney,  221 ;  28.  4d. 
'  HKSHAM  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
•  iiESHLNT  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  141;  18.  2d. 
'  HiowKLL  Lane  (R^xling),  A,E8sex,13i ;  Is.  lid. 
'  HILTERN  (iKKEN  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  28.  8d. 
CllOLSEY  (ITiames),  li,  Berks,  481  ;  5s.  Id. 
ClfORLEY  (Thames),  li,  ISerks,  481  ;  58.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20 ;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (SUjuf),  A,  Suffolk,  62 ;  5s.  3d. 
'  OBIIAM  (Mole),  1>,  Surrey,  181;  28. 
'  OLCHKSTKR  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  S>H  ;  48.  41d. 
'  OLNE  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  f,H;  48.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  161 ;  Is.  8d. 
CooKHAM  (Thames;,  B,  lierks,  251 ;  28.  lOd. 
CowDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  28 ;  3«. 


A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington). 

C.  South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge 
and  New  Cross). 

D.  South-Western  (Waterloo). 


Cranbhook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  43. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  i39  ;  lis. 
CnLHAM  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  661  ;  5s.'  lOd. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28i  ;  2s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  23.  8d. 
DOWNHAJI  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  861 ;  7s.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  761 ;  5s.  4d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  211 ;  2s. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  33.  6d. 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
EoHAJf  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenha.m  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  33.  Old. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  701  ;  5s.  llld 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Eppino  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  51d. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  141 ;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
FiTTLEWORTH  (Arun),  F,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d. 
Fulwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12| ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44J  ;  4s.  9d. 
Goddhurst  (Medway),  C,  .38  ;  43. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  38.  lOld. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  361 ;  33.  3d. 
Gt.  Missenden  (Misbournl  I,  Bucks,  29  ;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76|;  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  281 ;  3s.  2d. 
Gunton  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  lOs. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  251 ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  621 ;  4s.  81d. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  141 ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  141 ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hap.low  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  2s.  lid. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  O,  Herts,  271 ;  2s.  5d. 
Hartfield  (.Vledway),  F,  Sussex,  42 ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  B,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  lod. 
Hatfield I'EVKREL(Chelmer),A,Essex,36  ;  33.  Id. 
Hawkhcrst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  43. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4s. 
Hbver  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  36}  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24i  ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  111 ;  Is. 
Hilgay  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  68.  lOld. 
Horley  (Mole),  F,  Suney,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Horsmonden  (.Medway),  C,  40  ;  48. 
I  Horsted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  861 ;  3s.  lOd. 


E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

F.  L,  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

G.  Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

H.  North-western  (Euston). 

I.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 


Hunstanton,  a,  Norfolk,  ii4i ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  581 ;  63.  2d. 
Hythe,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

Irchester  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  421 ;  33.  7d. 
King's  LanqleY  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12 ;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  821 ;  6s.  Hid. 
Langford  Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  ;  33.  31d.    (Change  at  Witham.) 
LANQLEY  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  161 ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  321 ;  3s.  3d. 
Leathbrhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Siirrey,  191 ;  23. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  401 ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  2d. 
LiNGFlELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 
LiTTLBPORT  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76  ;  6s.  6d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  611 ;  5s.  2id. 
Loughton  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  Old. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  1171 ;  lis. 
Maidenhead  ('Thames),  B,  Berks,  241 ;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  6s.  Old. 
March  (Nene,  &c.).  A,  Cambs,  88 ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardooks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  23. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  llld. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  311 ;  3s.  3d. 
Midhorst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
MiLDENHALL  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  761 ;  63.  41d. 
Moolsford  ('Thames),  B,  Berks,  481 ;  5s.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  421 ;  33.  6d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  lOs. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19} ;  is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  621 ;  5s.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  65} ;  6s.  lOd. 
OnGar  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  Hid. 
Oxted  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock.  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  311 ;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  411 ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
PULBO rough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50';  5s.  (By 

Eldridge's  Excursions,  3s.  6d.). 
Radlett  (Colne),  O,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
Radley,  B,  Berks,  58}  ;  63.  2d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
RED  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 
RlCKMAi«iWORTH  (Colne)  HI,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}   Is.  9d. 


RUDQWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  Is.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  23.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  701 ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20} ;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  511 ;  5s.  6d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgbworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  2s  Zid. 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  3s.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 
Shepford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  65 ;  4s.  51d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18} ;  23 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  O.xford,  35}  ;  3s.  7d. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  181 ;  is.  lid. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19}  ;  2s. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  291 ;  2s.  61d. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37 ;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  581 ;  4s.  Hid. 
SuNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  161 ;  Is.  8d 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  221 ;  2s.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  471  ;  4s.  lid. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  491 ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A.  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Jlole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
Tilehurst  (Tliames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
Tonbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  291 ;  3s.  3d. 
Thing  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  311 ;  3s.  4d. 
Twyford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
UXBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  151 ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23 ;  2s.  6d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Wargrave,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  3s.  5d. 
Watehbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  53.  2d. 
Waieringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46  ;  4s. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  331 ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  JUddlesex,  13} ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (.A.dur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  Sd. 
West  JIill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  91d. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s. 
Whittlbsford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
Wiokford  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26 ;  2s.  2d. 
WiDFORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3ld. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  241; 
23.  6d. 

WOODHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thames  &  Colne),  D,  Bucks,  21} : 
2s.  3d. 

Wroxhaji  (Broads,  (fee),  A,  Norfolk,  122};  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Wye  (Stour),  C,  60}  ;  6s. 
Yaldino  (Medway).  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  48. 
Yarmouth  (Bare,  <fcc.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 
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LOWESTOFT 

for  Sea  Angling. 

THE  LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 

Headquarters-IMPERIAL  HOTEL. 
Frequent  Matches,  Splendid  Prizes. 
Members,  2s.  6d.  per  annum.  Competi- 
tions for  the  Handsome  Nockolds  Chal- 
lenge Cup  for  aggregate  takes  in  Matches. 
Full  particulars  on  application  to  Lewis 
T.  Johnson,  Hon.  Secretary,  Harley 
House,  Lowestoft. 

LOWESTOFT. 

ROYAL  HOTEL. 

HIGH-CLASS. 

ENGLISH  COOKING. 

ENGLISH  WAITERS. 

Week-End  Tickets  from  Liverpool  St., 
Ipswich,  Cambridge,  Peterboro'. 


THE  YARMOUTH  STORES,  LTD. 

(Late  BRAND). 

The  Old-Established  Fishing  Tackle 
Shop,  near  the  Bridge,  Lowestoft. 

A  Large,  New,  aiul  lip-to-ilate  Stock  of  every 
description  of  Tackle  for  Sea  ami  River  Fishing. 
BAIT   FRESH  DAILY. 

LUG  WORMS,   9d.   PER  100. 


THE  IMPERIAL  HOTEL 

(Opposite  tlie  Central  Station  and  in  centre  of 
town). 

Headquarters  of  the 

LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Electric  Light  throughout.  Spacioue  Winter 
Garden.  Wine  and  Spirits  of  the  Finest  Quality. 
Special  Terms  to  Anglers.    Tariff  on  application. 


R.  WALLER  &  SONS 

Confectioners  &  Wine  Merchants, 
OPPOSITE  PIER  &  YACHT  BASIN. 

Fishing  Parties  gireii  s/iecial  attention. 

Price  List  on  application.  


MARINA  THEATRE, 

LOWESTOFT. 

The  ocnie  of  niofJrrn  comfort  and  ease, 

BOX  OFFICE  : 

Messrs.  Howletts'  Music  Warehouse,  London 
Road ;  or  Telephone  No.  0186. 

No  charge  for  Booking.   Patrons'  cycles  stored 
free  of  charge. 
ERNEST  A.  SMITH,  Lessee. 


RICHES  NOCKOLDS,  «o^sVVSritn^er, 

127,  London  Road  and  Mill  Road. 
Large  Stock  of  Modern  and  Antique  Furniture. 
Choice  Specimens  of  Lowestoft  China.  Grand- 
fathers'Clocks,  Books,  Pictures,  and  Engravings. 


Pier  Boarding  Establislinient. 

UNIQUE  POSITION. 
DIRECTLY  FACING  THE  SEA  AND  PIER. 
Close  to  Station. 

Good  Table.   Special  Tariff  to  Anglers. 

Proprietress — Mrs.  W.  SMALL. 


TUTTLE  &  SONS,  LTD.,  Furnishing  Stores, 

BO.V  JUARCHE. 

TUTTLE  &  SONS,  LTD,,  Grocery  Stores, 

Commercial  Road. 

Ask  for  our  Casli  Grocery  and  Drapery  Price  List 


r  OWESTOFT,  EAST  COAST.— TO  BE  LET, 
1  i  FURNISHED,  charming  detaclied  FAMILY 
ilF,SIDENCE,  standing  on  Cliffs.  Magnificent 
sea  view.  3  reception,  9  hedrooms,  bath, 
gardens,  tennis  lawns,  stabling,  and  lodge. — 
Apply,  Messrs.  NoTl.ET,  Lowestoft. 


e»xke:  fishing. 

broads  District.  Join  Wlierry  Party.  Sleeping 
aboard;  four  meals,  excellent  cooking;  atten 
dance  ;  use  of  boats  and  live  bait.  For  party  of  six 
Ki.s.  per  day  each.  Smaller  parties  liy  arrange 
mcnt. — Mli.i.KK,  Oulton  Broad,  Lowestoft. 


WHERRY   HO  TEL, 

OULTON  I3R0AD,  LOWESTOFT. 
Entirely  re-built  and  lilted  with  every  Modern 
C(jr)venience.  Pleasantly  situated  on  tlie  banks 
of  the  most  famous  of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
Broads.  Every  Accommodation  and  Comfort  for 
\  isitors.  Boarding  and  Inclusive  Terms  by 
Arrangement.  Lighted  throngliout  by  Electricity, 
A  well-kept  Bowling  Oreen.  Sailing  and  Rowing 
Boats,  Vachts,  and  Thames  Skiffs  for  Hire.  Grand 
Pike  and  Coarse  Fisliing.  Head-quarters  of  the 
Waveuey  SailingClub  and  Oulton  Broad  Cycling 
Club.  A  fine  Billiard  Room  attached. 
Tel.,  A'o.  019.    THOMAS  HORNE,  Proprietor. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 

Apply— Donald  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


TO  PIKE  FISHERMEN. 
H.  JOHNSON'S  Nottingham  -  made 
Pike  Tackle. 

Send  1/6  for  tliree  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  qual  ity. 
One  Nottingliam  Sa<ldle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead, 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Spinning 
Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel,  and 
Trace  complete.  f)0  yards  of  Plaited  Pike  Line, 
will  lift  16  lbs.,  1/C  ;  50  yards  extra  strong,  will 
lift  22  lbs.,  1/9.— 155,  Waterway  Street,  Notting- 
ham. 


RAINBOW  TROUT 

FOR  SALE. 


Quantity  of  Yearlings. 

Apply — Frederic  Fowkes,  Wraymircs 
Fishery,  Hawljshciid,  Windermere- 


MuDiE's  Library 

SUBSCKIPTIONS  opened  at  any  date 
for  THREE,  SIX,  &  TWELVE  Months. 

Town  Subscriptions,  21/-  yearly. 
Boolcs  of  past  Seasons,  10/6  yearly. 

FOREIGN  BOOKS  are  available  on 
ALL  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Terms  for  COUNTRY,  SUBURBS,  and  PARCEL 
POST,  sent  on  application. 


SURPLUS  BOOKS 

AND 

NEW  REMAINDERS 

OFFERED  AT  GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES. 

A  NEW  LIST,  now  ready,  contains 
Popular  Works  on  SPORT,  TRAVEL, 
BIOGRAPHY,  and  FICTION.  Sent 
post  free  on  application  to 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  W.C.) 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W.  LONDON. 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.G.) 


Note  Address— 

FORD,  GAISTER 


SPECIAL  LINES 

IN  COARSE  FISH. 


Bend  a  Fostoard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 


Eoaih 
Barbel 
Pike 
Salmon 


Is.  6d. 
ie.  Od. 
Ss.  6d. 
is.  6d. 


Per  100  yards. 
White  or  Neutral 
Green 
on  Boardj, 


The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  OUT,  BpecIaUy 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  prooesa  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
lesa  likely  to  fray  than  any  Out  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  tree.   To  be  had  only  from 

WHOLSSALX  AND  RETAIL 

rZBHINO  TAOKI.X  WUUKUt, 

It.  Bwithioi  BqiMr*,  LXNOOXiK. 


M.  BARNES, 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

Brimpton,  nr.  Reading. 

XROUT  for  Jlivers  and  Streams. 

TROUT  for  Lakes  and  Reservoirs. 

TROUT  for  Stocliing  Ponds. 
Owuers  of  water  sent  full  particulars  on 
a])plication  to  MAN,\aKit. 


GRAYLING  FISHING. 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
Fredkbic  Hoghks,  Architect,  Worcester. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Levens,  and 
Rainbow  Trout. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds. 

RAINBOWS  AT  REDUCED  PRICES. 
For  price  lists  and  particulars  apply : 
Theo.  F.  Tbacy,  Fixobridge,  via  Tiverton, 
Devon. 


FISHING  TACKLE. 

WANTED  (London),  Senior  Salesman  ; 
take  charge  when  necessary  ;  good 
wages  to  suitable  man ;  permanency. — 
Apply,  stating  age  and  experience,  to 
Box  237(),  Sell's  Advertising  Offices, 
London,  E.G. 


FOR  SAXjE 

A  NICE  RESIDENCE 
AND  GROUNDS, 

Well  suited  for  Shooting  Lodge,  in  the 
Lake  district,  Killarney,  Ireland.  Mag- 
nificent scenery,  healthy  location. — Write 
Box  2419,  Sell's  Advertising  Offices, 
Fleet  Street,  E.G. 


An  Experienced  Man  to  act  as  Fly 
and  Cast  Tyer  and  Taxidermist. 

Permanent  Position  and  Good  Salary 
to  a  Gompetent  Man.  Address,  giving 
full  particulars, 

CHARLES  E.  TISDALL,  Gun  Maker, 
VANCOUVER,  CANADA. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,   skilled   or   unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisti  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world- famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Heney  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


TROUT    &  SAXiMON 

HACKLES. 

Reds  ;  Blaclc-Red  ;  Coch-y-Bondhu  ;  Blaclc  ;  Gin- 
ger ;  Badger  ;  Olives  ;  Whites,  etc.  ;  Bpown  ; 
Mallards  ;  Teal  ;  Gallina.  Assortments.  2/9, 
4/6,  7/6,  10/6.— PlOKERSQILL,  31,  Rydall  Street, 
Holbeck,  Leeds. 


THB 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTINC  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClBOUUTBB  THROUOHOXTT  INDU,  CBTLON, 

BUBMAH,  ABD  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Illnitrated  BpartinK  Paper  in  the  lait. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  coc- 
talna  the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FOEMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVBETISING  MBDIUAI 
FOE  8P0ETING  GOODS,  Ac. 

Published  every  Sunday.  Subacrtptlon  10«.  pet 
anumn.   Single  copies,  6d.,  pott  free,  Id. 

Printed  and  Pnhllihed  at  Tnms  or  Isdia  Freai, 
Bombay. 

London  Offlce :  11,  Whltefrlari  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.Q. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


FISH  MOUNTING. 

Correct  Shape  and  Colouring  Guaranteed. 

Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Fish  Specialist. 

E.  W.  LITTLE, 

16,  Gt.  Quebec  Street,  Marylebone  Road,  W. 


O- Z3  XSr  "XT  X.  X3  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEBSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keigliley, 
York. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 


will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING, and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  Impervious  to  the  woi, 

preventinc;  cold  and  damp  feet. 
At  Suppliedlo  the  Troopi  in  8.  Africa. 
Diploma  awarded.  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  1883. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  fto. 
Sample  per  post       3d.,  6<1.,  !/•,  1/8  Feb  box. 
9  stamps.    PaoITT.  9R.  Beak  St..  Iiondon.  W. 


l/;t7i  YEAIi. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(ISth  YEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Pishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 


"Le  Pecheur." 

Office :  10,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

A-lso  out-of-priiit  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "THK  Pdb- 
LISHERS'  ClBCULAR  AND  BOOKSKLLERS'  RECORD  " 

(published  every  Friday,  price  1<<Z.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  ami 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  ha>l 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St, 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.(J. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 


FOR   CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 

ALWATS  READy  FOR  USE. 


.Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  I,'-, 
or  one  tin,  4d. 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGCOMIYIODATION 

Per  Fishing'  the  Cam,  Ouse,  Sec, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  HUl,  Cambridge. 


December  3,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


409 


British  Sea  Anglees'  Society. 
On  Wednesday,  Xov.  23,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
i^ccupied  the  chair  at  the  usual  ordinary  meeting 
at  headquarters  in  Fetter-lane,  !Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett 
representing  Mr.  Pickuji,  the  secretary,  absent 
through  indisposition.  The  minutes  of  the  ordinary 
meeting  of  Xov.  IC  were  read,  confirmed,  and  signed. 
After  some  discussion  had  taken  plac?,  the  chairman 
introduced  Mr.  Robert  Stanley,  a  member,  as  the 
author  of  the  charming  little  series  of  "Anglers'  Anec- 
dotes," who  proceeded  to  read  a  carefully  prepared 
and  most  intere.sting  paper  of  "Angling  Incidents, 
Fresh  and  Salt,"  all  di awn  from  personal  experience. 
Beautifully  told  they  were,  provoking  much  laughter 
and  eliciting  well-deserved  applause,  for  they  were 
so  natural,  and  even  as  fishermen's  tales  so  true  to 
nature,  that  each  man  present  recognised  something 
as  a  part  of  his  own  experiences.  The  fresh-water  tale 
of  the  involuntary  capture  of  another  man's  large 
pike,  and  the  ssarch  for  the  Penn  Ponds  in  Richmond 
Park,  pleeised  even  the  saltest  of  sea  anglers  present, 
but  the  gem  of  the  whole  collection  was  the  most 
ably  and  perfectly  given  account  of  a  weird  conger- 
ing"  expedition  from  the  lighthouse-ended  pier  of 
Oldharbour,  a  fishing  station  so  carefully  and 
cleveily  described  that  each  of  his  auditors  felt 
quite  certain  he  knew  the  place.  By  a  slip  the 
name  came  out,  and  disappointed  many  of  the 
guessers.  This  yarn  was  by  itself  sufficient  to 
establish  Mr.  Stanle\'"s  excellence  as  a  raconteur  ;  his 
description  of  place,  sea,  weather  and  lights  was  recog- 
nised by  many  keen  observers  pressnt  as  absolutely 
perfect,  while  his  sketches  of  character,  boatmen, 
lighthouse-keeper,  mine  host  gave  evidence  of  very 
great  power  as  a  reader  of  character  in  originals  so 
often  to  be  found  in  our  s?a  coast  population.  And 
the  introduction  of  the  incident  of  the  missing  black 
cook  and  the  fearsomeness  of  the  supposed  discovery 
of  his  body  as  the  huge  conger  of  the  tale,  gave 
evidence  of  the  possession  of  strong  dramatic 
powers.  Under  such  pleasant  yarning  the  time 
parsed  quickly,  and  the  meeting  was  brought  to  a 
close  by  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks,  ably 
proposed  by  Mr.  Geo.  Read  Clarke,  seconded  by 
.Mr.  \V.  X.  Summers,  and  carried  by  acclamation.  The 
chairman  drew  spfcial  attention  to  the  excellence 
ot  Mr.  Stanley's  descriptions  of  the  "  longshnre- 
man,"  and  augured  a  great  success  in  store  for  him 
in  the  exercise  of  this  rare  gift.  Mr.  Stanley  most 
modestly  thanked  the  members  for  their  kind  and 
patient  attention. — H.  P.  [Received  too  late  for 
insertion  last  week.] 

City  of  London  Piscatoki.^l  Society. 
Very  little  formal  business  was  transacted  at  the 
well-attended  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last  at  the 
Broad-street  Rastaurant,  E.G.,  as  the  date  in 
question  had  been  set  apart  for  a  "musical  even- 
ing," which,  under  the  efficient  supervision  of  Mr. 
E.  H.  Cox,  with  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell,  vice- 
president,  in  the  chair,  was  most  successfully 
carried  out.  The  numerous  artists  included  Mrs. 
Williams — in  fine  voice — who  was  thrice  encored; 
Miss  Mary  Ladell,  Miss  Cecilia  Smith,  and  Miss 
Florence  Xixon,  who  severally  gave  very  charming 
.songs,  delighting  all  present.  Messrs.  Dewell, 
Pearce,  and  iMamby  were  each  deservedly  applauded 
for  their  beautiful  rendering  of  some  very  fine 
songs,  whilst  the  recitations,  humorous  and  other- 
wise, of  Mes.srs.  Hy.  Young  and  Vanolini  were 
most  cleverly  given.  Some  very  fine  morceaux  for 
violin  were  exquisitely  rendered  by  Mr.  C.  S. 
Parker,  whilst  the  comic  songs  of  Mr.  Harry  George 
and  Mr.  Young  were  greatly  appreciated,  Mr.  Fowie 
OH  accompanist  giving  the  greatest  possible  satis- 
faction. Votes  of  thanks  to  the  artists,  to  Mr.  Cox, 
and  to  the  chairman  (musical  honours),  together 
with  the  Xational  Anthem,  terminated  a  delightful 
entertainment,  which  included  presentation  of 
competition  medals  as  follows: — For  barbel,  Mr. 
Grammer ;  bream,  Mr.  J.  Warne  ;  dace,  Messrs.  T. 
<iilbert,  Isaacs,  and  Lowe  ;  and  for  roach,  Messrs. 
Halls,  Haynoa,  and  Warm-.  Xext  Tuesday  (Dec.  G) 
a  paper  will  bo  read  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson.  A 
gentleman  was  nominated  for  membership ;  ballot 
on  Dec.  13.  Mr.  Canton  reported  a  catch  of  fair- 
sized  perch  from  private  water.  The  total  weight 
of  the  eight  pike  caught  last  week  at  Wray.sbury 
by  Mr.  Ives  should  have  been  421b.,  not  351b.,  as 
reported.— Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  evening,  under  the  genial  pre- 
lency  of  Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham,  was  spent  on 
lesday  last.    Owing  to  the  weather  good  reports 
Jrom  the  rivers  were  rare,  but  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer 
showed  a  brace  of  fine  pike  from  Norfolk.  These 
were  only  specimens  from  a  catch  of  fourteen,  which 
he  took  one  morning,  besides  losing  nearly  as  many 
more.    He  also  made  a  fine  catch  of  roach  varying 
from  lilb.  to  21b.    Arrangements  for  the  supper  on 
Dec.  l5  were  completed,  and  it  is  expected  that  a 
very  pleasant  and  informal  evening  will  be  spent. 
Menibers  who  have  not  applied  for  tickets  should  do 
so  at  once  as  space  is  limited. — Hon.  Sec. 


Highbury  Angling  Society. 
On  Xov.  30  a  good  muster  of  members  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  G.  Raynor.  A  shield  for  the 
record  of  the  names  of  winners  of  the  club  champion- 
ship was  presented  to  the  society,  and  the  donors, 
Messrs.  Attwood,  Scholefield,  and  Westrup,  were 
accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  Members  are 
requested  to  make  a  point  of  attending  next 
Wednesday  (Dec.  7),  when  Mr.  Attwood  has 
arranged  an  exceptionally  attractive  musical 
evening.  Angling  successes  have  been  very  slight. 
Mr.  G.  Rayner  has  taken  roach  from  the  Lea  ;  Mr. 
J.  Potter  a  few  good  roach  ;  Mr.  Attwood  pike,  and 
a  roach  of  lib.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  very 
decent  roach,  and  chub  up  to  over  21b.,  from  the 
Lea;  Mr.  Jagels  pike,  perch,  and  dace  up  to  .Jib. — ■ 
G.  W. 

HoLLowAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Hill  presided  at  our  meeting  on 
Nov.  29.  Certain  important  business  on  the  agenda 
had  to  be  postponed  owing  to  a  somewhat  poor 
attendance.  In  consequence  of  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather  good  bags  are  somewhat  scarce.  Mr. 
Larkman,  jun.,  weighed  in  pike  up  to  21b.  Coz.  ;  Mr. 
A.  Gardner,  dace  ;  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels,  pike  up  to 
71b.  lloz.,  roach,  dace,  and  perch. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ipswich  Pisc.4tori.\l  R.«iblers. 
The  autimin  salt  water  fishing  has  been  most  dis- 
appointing. Scarcely  any  whiting  have  been  in  the 
river  at  all,  and  the  takes  of  dabs  and  other  flatfish 
have  been  very  poor  ;  consequently  the  whiting 
matches  arranged  by  this  society  had  to  be  entirely 
abandoned.  An  all-in  match  was,  however,  held  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  19,  when  competitors  had  the  choice 
of  fishing  in  any  part  of  the  estuaries  of  the  Orwell 
and  Stour.  There  was  a  good  entry.  Messrs.  C.  F. 
Bradford  and  H.  Barber,  fishing Tfom  the  same  boat, 
near  the  harbour's  mouth,  took  first  and  second 
prizes  respectively  with  101b.  14oz.  lldr.  and 
31b.  4oz.  5dr.,  these  being  chiefly  codling.  Mr.  H. 
Everson  was  third  with  21b.  ooz.  13dr.  flatfish  ;  and 
Mr.  A.  H.  King,  fourth,  with  lib.  8oz.  7Adr.  Sport 
generally  was  very  slow,  the  remaining  bags  beipg 
verj'  light.  The  largest  fish  taken  was  a  codling  of 
21b.  lOdr. — H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

There  was  a  display  of  magnificent  fish  at  Mon- 
day's meeting  whereat  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  pre- 
sided. Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  vice-president,  exhibited 
a  monstrous  chub  weighing  71b.  14oz.,  which  had 
been  forwarded  to  him  from  Christchurch.  Mr. 
Walker  had  known  the  fish  quite  well  for  some  time 
and  had  tried  for  it  on  several  occasions.  Unfor- 
tmiately,  it  came  to  an  inglorious  end  at  the  hands 
of  an  otter,  and  was  picked  up  on  the  bank  120  yards 
away  from  the  bridge.  The  fish  is  being  preserved 
by  Cooper's.  Mr.  Walker  has  most  kindly  presented 
it  to  the  society,  and  when  its  preservation  is  com- 
pleted it  will  grace  the  walls  of  the  Salon.  A  tray 
of  very  fine  roach,  also  from  the  Avon,  was  shown 
by  Messrs.  E.  K.  Foreman  and  H.  B.  W.  Johnson. 
The  two  gentlemen  between  them  took  twenty-two 
fish,  Mr.  Foreman  getting  one  of  lib.  8oz.  and  Mr. 
.Johnson  a  beauty  of  exactly  21b.  in  weight.  Both 
members  i-esponded  to  the  toast  of  the  "  Successful 
Anglers."  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  amusingly  narrated 
his  exploits  with  salmon  on  the  Tweed,  where  he 
killed  two  fish  of  161b.  and  131b.  respectively,  with  a 
grilse  of  71b.  8oz.  He  was  warmly  congratulated 
upon  his  good  fortime.  Messrs.  A.  C.  Poole  and 
C.  Butler  had  fished  the  Itchen  for  grayling  without 
result,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Shoringham  approached  the 
pike  at  Uxbridge  but  camo  away  without  having 
moved  a  fin. — Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  April  1,  Mr.  Ernest  Joseph  Watts  Zaehnsdorf 
left  England  to  superintend  the  exhibit  of  his  firm, 
the  eminent  bookbinders  of  Shafte.sbury-avenue,  at 
the  Universal  Exposition  at  St.  Louis,  U.S.A.  As  a 
piscatorial  building  bad  been  erected,  and  much 
palaver  on  fish  was  expected  to  take  place,  the 
executive  of  the  society  very  smartly  commissioned 
him  as  its  representative.  Although  from  want  of  pre- 
paration this  part  of  the  American  show  did  not  get 
into  full  swing,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  was  enabled  to  make 
the  work  of  the  societ}'  fully  known,  both  in  St.  Louis 
and  other  portions  of  the  States.  For  with  an  Engl  Ash- 
man's aptitude  he  did  combine  business  with 
pleasure,  and  before  returning  to  London  covered 
some  thou.sands  of  miles,  seeing  America  or  that 
portion  of  it  newly  dubbed  "  Usona."  From  New 
York  to  Boston,  Niagara,  Detroit,*and  Chicago  to 
St.  Louis — thence  later  on  by  Kansas  City,  Albu- 
querque, Williams,  Los  Angeles,  Monterey,  San 
Francisco,  Salt  Lake  City,  Pueblo,  and  Denver, 
back  to  St.  Louis,  returning  home  by  Indianapolis, 
Cincinnati,  Pittsburg,  Washington  and  Philadelphia 
to  New  York. 


Being  a  worthy  descendant  of  his  father,  Mr.  .J. 
W.  Zaehnsdorf,  whoso  skill  with  camera  and  lantern 
is  so  well  known  and  appreciated  by  all  visitors  to 
the  Fetter-lane  rooms  of  the  society,  ho  naturally 
took  his  camera  with  him,  and  on  Wednesday 
delighted  a  largo  audience  by  throwing  on  the 
screen,  in  very  rapid  succcHsion,  no  less  than  12ft 
slides,  the  great  bulk  of  them  perfect,  and  of  high 
.artistic  excellence,  and,  considering  the  great  diffi- 
culties under  which  most  of  them  were  taken,  the 
result  was  indeed  very  good. 

Departure  of  the  S.S.  MineJiaha  from  the  Tilbury 
Docks  and  her  arrival  at  New  York  ilhistratcd  the 
difference  in  the  handling  of  tugs  Vjy  the  two 
countries  ;  here  they  pull — there  they  pu.sh.  Scenes 
aboard  on  the  pa-^sage,  and  a  capital  selection  of 
views  of  New  York  and  Boston,  Harvard  College, 
were  rapidly  thrown  on  the  screen ;  the  gloriea  of 
Niagara  laid  bare,  Mr.  Zashnsdorf's  artistic  percep- 
tion here  finding  full  play,  the  liaht  and  shade  of 
snow  and  ice— frozen  water  in  all  shapes — mists, 
rock  caverns,  took  a  quiet  and  attentive  audience 
by  storm,  and  frequent  applause  expressed  the 
satisfaction  felt.  Then  followed  a  long  series 
taken  at  St.  Louis,  the  piscatorial  building 
proving  to  have  been  a  very  fine  one,  and 
admirably  adapted  for  the  purposa  in  view. 
This,  and  indeed  the  greater  part  of  the  exposition, 
was  so  late  in  completion  that  mucli  of  it  was  never 
seen. 

Leaving  St.  Louis,  the  long  railway  journey  to 
the  Rockies  furnished  a  series  of  marvellous  scenes 
beggaring  description.  Cripple  Creek,  the  Mount  of 
the  Holy  Cross,  Marshall's  Pass,  and  the  approach 
to  the  Rockies,  huge  mountains  of  weird  beauty. 
Here  and  there  a  character  sketch  of  the  inhabitants, 
both  civilissd  and  not,  Indian  dwellings,  now,  very 
new,  towns  of  wood  and  "tin"  houses, the  trail  horses, 
the  omnipresent-buggy  —  then  a  wonderful  series 
taken  on  the  difficult  track  down  into  the  caiions 
mostly  practicable  for  horses,  but  where  for  safety 
the  ladiss  were  deprived  of  their  side  saddles  ;  the 
Colorado  river  running  at  the  bottom  of  the  gorge, 
once,  and  once  onlj',  navigated  in  1878  by  Dr.  Parry, 
whence  only  two  of  the  party  came  out  alive.  On 
one  stretch  of  fifty  miles  no  landing  was  possible. 

And  then  at  Los  Angeles  the  beauties  of  tropical 
foUage  appeared,  and  a  typical  American  pier  with 
an  angler  busily  fishing  where  the  tuna  of  38olb. 
weight,  barracouta  of  .501b.,  and  other  monsters  are 
secvired  with  rod  and  line. 

Santa  Catalina  steam  fishing-boats  were  shown — 
smart,  serviceable  looking  craft ;  also  the  diving - 
boats,  where  our  lively  ally,  the  Jap,  will  fetch  you 
up  shell  and  weed  from  a  depth  of  fifty  feet,  as 
pointed  out  to  him — for  the  boat  has  a  glass 
bottom,  and  by  means  of  a  dark  hood  it  is  clea.rl^- 
visible  in  every  detail.  The  Government  fishing 
steamer  at  Monterey  Harbour  showed  American 
enterprise  in  furthering  their  fisheries.  'Frisco  was 
beautifully  illustrated — Golden  Gate,  Cliff  House, 
the  Seal  Rocks,  the  Japanese  Garden — the  ubi- 
quitous camera  had  missed  nothing. 

The  Big  Tree  Grove  and  its  wonders  startled  the 
attentive  listeners.  Salt  Lake  City,  Denver,  no 
longer  a  small  col'.eotion  of  miners'  shanties,  but 
a  big  city,  Pike's  Peak  and  the  Garden  of  the  Gods, 
some  fine  views  of  Washington  and  the  steam  pilot 
boat  off  Dungeness  and  the  familiar  harbour  of 
Ramsgate  brought  the  long  series  to  a  close. 

Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  is  a  young  man,  nevertheless  ho 
displayed  an  uncommon  power  of  just  discrimina- 
tion; his  selection  of  subjects  was  only  equalled  by 
the  prompt,  clsar  viva  voce  explanations  kept  up 
biiskly  all  the  evening. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  warmly  praised  the  lecturor, 
testifying  to  the  extraordinaj'y  artistic  merit  of  the 
slides  and  the  great  grasp  of  subject,  seldom 
evidenced  in  so  young  a  gentleman — interest  had 
not  for  a  moment  flagged. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  Kemp,  who.  forty  years  ago,  was 
familiar  with  the  old  mining  Denver,  when  'Frisco 
had  only  one  street,  and  who  had  staj'ed  with  old 
Brigham  Young  in  the  then  new  Salt  Lake  City, 
fully  confirmed  the  excellent  description  of  the 
natural  beauties  of  the  Rockies,  which  change  not — 
the  towns  as  they  now  are  he  could  not  know  as 
they  then  scarcely  existed. 

The  chairman,  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  explained 
that  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  senr.,  had  been  responsible  for 
the  lantern,  and  that  the  lecturer  had  the  valuable 
assistance  of  the  society's  expert  in  lantern  slides, 
Mr.  Charles  Hussey.  Very  cordial  votes  of  thanks 
were  passed,  and  one  to  the  chairman  for  his 
services. 

The  customary  "  Ladies'  night  "  is  announced  for 
next  Wednesday,  at  eight,  at  the  Cafe  Monico 
(Regent  Saloon),  Shaftesbury  Avenue  entrance. 
Illusions,  foils  by  ladies,  and  of  good  music  a  full 
programme.  H.  P. 


Advertising  is  the  flag  of  commerce — trade 
follows  it. — Exchange. 
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"  Rascality  has  its  limits,  stupidity  is  boundless.' 
-Nai'.  I. 


"  A  LOVING  wife  and  an  affectionate  mother"  is 
the  quotation  taken  from  a  letter  sent  to  rae  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  the  respected  vice-president  of 
the  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
"  After  forty-seven  years  of  married  life  Ellen 
Elsmore  entered  into  rest  on  Nov.  23,  aged  sixty-six 
years."  I  have  frequently  visited  Mi',  and  Mrs. 
Elsmore  in  their  Noi'folk  home,  and  can  vouch  for 
the  quotation  given  above.  My  sympathy  and 
condolence  in  his  bereavement  will  be  shared  by 
anglers  far  and  wide. 


It  is  a  long  time  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
present  at  the  headquarters  of  the  "  Silver  Trouts," 
but  a  few  nights  ago  I  found  myfolf  in  close 
proximity  (James-street,  Covenb  Garden),  and  was 
inuch  pleased  at  finding  such  a  large  attendance  of 
ardent  anglers  presided  over  by  an  energetic  presi- 
dent, and  with  a  real  "live  "  secretary  who  never 
shirks  work.  After  the  ordinary  business  an 
"outing"  was  discussed  and  amicably  arranged  to 
suit  all  members.  Some  like  punts,  some  like 
terra  fitma,  and  both  were  satisfied.    Then  they 

talked  and  acted  benevolently. 

*  ♦  *  +  * 

Mr.  George  Merry  had  sent  them  a  circular 
respecting  a  proposed  presentation  to  Mr.  Charles 
Watling.  Now  few  London  anglers  are  so  well- 
known  as  Mr.  Charles  Watling.  He  has  been  a 
working  member  of  angling  societies  for  the  past 
thirty-five  years,  for  the  last  fourteen  of  which  ho 
has  been  honourably  identified  with  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers.  During  the  whole  of  this  time 
he  has  been  a  foremost  worker  in  the  cause  of 
benevolence,  and  whether  on  the  Angleis'  Benevo- 
lent Committee,  assisting  at  an  entertainment,  or 
concert,  for  the  benefit  of  a  brother  angler,  helping 
at  scores  of  competitions,  attending  meetings,  or 
acting  as  visiting  officer  to  the  Central  Association, 
his  services,  at  some  cost  to  himself,  have  always 
been  freely  and  heartily  given.  Just  now  his  many 
friends  know  to  be  a  most  suitable  time  to  mark 
their  appreciation  of  his  work  by  making  him  an 
acceptable  presentation.  The  treasurer  is  M.  J. 
Fitch,  [Esq.,  and  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  G.  Merry.  10, 
Bath-buildings,  Baldwin-street,  City-road,  E.C., 
who  will  l:e  pleased  to  acknowledge  all  subscriptions. 


The  Wind-God. 


Thou  dark-winged  demon  of  Cinnnerian  lands, 
Who  coiii'st  from  caverns  of  the  unfooted  vast. 
The  raging  tempest  and  the  roaring  blast 
Thou  boldest  in  the  hollow  of  thy  hands  ! 

Typhoon,  the  dreaded,  raves  at  thy  commands, 
Leaving  the  mariner  helpless  and  aghast ; 
Thou  strewest  many  a  ship  and  shattered  mast- 
Thy  cenotaphs  unnmnbered,  on  the  sands  ! 

Lo,  o'er  the  surging  Ocean,  even  now 

Speed  the  swift  javelins  of  thy  frensied  might  ! 
O  charioteer  infuriate  !  it  is  thou 

Who,  in  thy  mad  ungovernable  glee, 

Across  the  blackness  of  the  gathering  night, 
Lashest  the  wild-maned  Horses  of  the  Sea  ! 

— Lloyd  Mifflin. 


The  fish  of  the  week  is  a  71b.  14oz.  chub.  It  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  a  true  disciple  of  Walton 
(Mr.  E.  J.  Walker),  but  was  captured  by  a  poacher 
named  "Otter."  This  is  authentic,  and  Mr.  John 
Cooper  is  "  coopering "  it.  But  the  reported 
capture  (just  to  hand)  of  a  chub  which  "bumps 
the  scale  at  131b."  requires  a  Uttle  further  investi- 
gation before  I  tell  you  how,  when,  and  wher3  it 
was  discovered. 

"Let  there  be  light,"  "lead  kindly  light,"  are 
quotations  which  may  be  ignored,  for  in  these 
capricious  days  of  fog  and  frost  the  International 
Gas  Exhibition  at  Earl's  Court  offers  brightness  and 
warmth,  combined  with  music.  Anglers  and  sports- 
men and  visitors  to  London  during  the  Cattle  Show 
could  not  possibly  .spend  a  more  instructive  and 
pleasant  hour  than  a  visit  to  this  wonderful  exhibi 
tion.  On  every  hand  the  visiter  is  brought  to 
realise  the  almost  numbei'less  uses  to  wliich  gas  is 

now  applied. 

♦  •  *  *  * 

The  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  have  one  of 
the  most  unique  displays  over  witne.-sed,  consisting 
of  a  model  flat  of  eight  rooms  so  arranged  that  tho 
cooking  and  heating  is  done  without  the  use  of 
coal,  while  tho  lighting  is  most  artistic  and  up  to 
date.  In  such  a  flat  the  domestic  s-ervant  trouble 
can  be  laughed  at.  1  he  gas  sold  by  this  company 
in  the  year  ending  Juno  last  was  2,309,830,000 
cubic  fret,  valued  at  £430,079.  • 


With  the  morning's  post  came  the  ever-welcome 
Christmas  number  of  the  Publishers^  Circular.  It 
is  quite  up  to  the  standard  of  former  issues,  and 
that  as  everyone  knows  is  the  best.  The  frontis- 
piece is  a  splendid  photogravure  plate  of  "The 
Sisters,"  and  forms  a  charming  interlude  to  a  very 
engrossing  work.  The  editor  has  been  most  happy 
in  his  selection  of  excerpts  from  the  principal 
works  on  the  market,  and  the  purchaser  of  a 
copy  of  this  number  may  well  lay  claim  to  be 
the  possessor  of  an  excellent  library  in  miniature. 
Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  like  to  make 
their  Christmas  gifts  a  lasting  tribute  to  their 
friends,  will  find  the  advertisements,  which  are  very 
numerous,  a  real  guide  to  the  best  books  to  be 
obtained.  Books  for  the  little  ones,  books  for  the 
bigger  children,  books  for  the  budding  men  and 
women,  and  also  books  for  the  full  blown  are  to 
be  found  in  profusion,  and  no  lover  of  literature  of 
whatever  taste  need  look  further  for  what  he 
wants.  The  price  of  this  unique  publication  is 
one  shilling  and  sixpence,  and  is  published  at  St. 
Dunstun's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.G. 

•  *  *  •  * 

The  Christmas  number  of  the  Shooting  Times 
literally  bristles  with  extra  special  articles  very 
charmingly  illustrated  by  the  best  artists  of  the  day. 
Lovers  of  sporting  dogs  and  gun  are,  of  course, 
more  particularly  catered  for,  but  lovers  of  the  rod 
have  not  been  forgotten,  and  they  will  find  much 
interesting  matter  in  this  well-printed,  well-edited 
extra  special  sixpennyworth.  It  is  published  at 
Temple  Chambers,  Tudor-street,  E.C.,  and  will  be 
sent  free  by  pest  for  eightpence. 

***** 
There  is  yet  another  Christmas  number  "on  the 
stocks,"  and  the  launch  will  take  place  on  Saturday, 
December  17.  The  title  of  this  Argosy  is  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  price  twopence,  and  win  consist  of 
articles  by  well-known  writers,  profusely  illustrated. 
Orrler  early,'  as  the  Christmas  number  for  1903  wai 
out  of  print  in  less  than  a  week.  ' 


December. 


B.^RREN  December  gives  King  Winter  birth. 

And  now  he  reigns  throughout  the  land  supreme. 
Darkening  the  day  with  desolating  dearth — 

Dimming  the  sky,  ice-binding  brook  and  stream. 
Hark  how  he  howls,  his  harsh,  hard-hearted  cries 

Fill  with  dismay  the  shrinking,  trembling  breast ; 
Crooning  and  soughing,  his  wild  tempests  rise. 

Seeming  to  say,  "  In  vain  is  man's  protest." 
With  bUghting  breath  he  bares  the  bounteous  land. 

With  blustering  gusts  he  heaves  the  restless  wave. 
With  furious  voice  which  nothing  can  withstand. 

He  tells  us  that  the  strongest  is  his  slave. 
In  vain  we  plead  against  his  stern  decree. 
In  vain  rebel  against  his  dread  inclemency  ! 

— Chas.  F.  Forshaw. 


The  nine-year-old  son  of  that  well-known  angler, 
Mr.  Percy  F.  Coggin,  is  very  fond  of  fishing,  and  is 
never  better  pieased  than  when  accompanying 
"Dad"  in  his  favourite  pvursuit.  Master  Reginald 
was  fishing  in  a  delightful  spot  not  far  from  Felix- 
stowe recently,  and  had  good  sport  with  tench, 
when  suddenly  his  rod  was  nearly  pulled  from  his 
grasp.  The  cause  of  the  struggle  was  a  perch  of 
slightly  over  21b.  4oz.  The  fish  is  being  set  up  by 
Mr.  Anstiss,  of  Chelsea. 


A  BRACE  of  trout  taken  in  June  last  from  Lough 
Mask,  and  weighing  161b.  and  lOJlb.  respectively, 
are  to  be  seen  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  F.  T.  Williams, 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C.  They  are  handsomely 
"  cased." 


The  December  Amuseynent  has  an  exclusive 
article  on  Dan  Leno  from  the  pen  of  the  editor, 
who  was  personally  accjuainted  with  the  comedian, 
and  preserved  sayings  and  opinions  are  now  given 
to  the  world  for  the  first  time. 


A  case  against  a  sporting  minister,  says  the 
Westminster  Gazette,  just  heard  in  the  Court  of 
Session  recalls  to  an  Edinburgh  contemporary  the 
story  of  the  bishop  of  the  muscular  order  of  Chris- 
tianity who  was  out  one  day  with  his  dog  and  gun. 
He  met  a  parishioner,  whom  he  proceeded  to  put 
through  his  facings.  "  I  hope,"  said  tho  bishop 
"you  attend  church  regularly  and  read  your  Bible." 
"  I  do  read  my  Bible,"  said  the  parishioner.  "But  I 
nowhere  find  that  tlie  Apostles  went  out  shooting." 
"No,"  said  tho  bishop.  "The  shooting  was  very 
bad  in  Palestine,  so  they  went  fishing  instead." 


On  December  6  the  members  of  the  Royal  George 
A  S.,',Queen'8  Arms  Hotel,  will  recive  a  "visit"  on 
tho  Clerkenwoll  and  District  visiting  list. 


The  two  sportsmen  looked  at  each  other  in  the 
parlour  of  the  village  inn,  and  at  last  entered  into 
conversation  in  regard  to  the  experiences  of  tho 
day.  "  And  you  say  you  have  caught  sixty  trout 
in  less  than  two  hours  ?  "  said  one  at  last.  "  Well, 
I'm  glad  to  have  met  you  ;  I'm  a  professional 
myself."  "  Fisherman  ?  "  inqmred  the  other  man. 
"  No — er — narrator,"  was  the  reply. 


On  Wednesday,  Nov.  30,  Mr.  F.  Sewell,  the 
well-knovm  Salisbury  angler,  was  successful  in 
landing  four  pike  weighing  IB^lb.,  8Jlb.,  Hlh.,  and 
7^lb.,  or  39^16.  in  all,  in  less  than  one  hour,  from 
the  water  attached  to  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Ham- 
ham,  Salisbury. 

Schoolteacher:  "Amos,  what  part  of  speech 
is  '  book  '  ?  "     Amos:  "Book  is  a  common  noun, 

third  person  singular,  masculine  gender,  noin  " 

Teacher:  "'Masculine  gender,'  you  stupid  boy; 
what  do  you  mean  ?  "  Amos:  "I  moan  that  this 
book  1  am  holding  is  of  the  masculine  gender." 
Teacher:  "  What  book  is  that  ?  "  Amos:  "  It  is  a 
hynin  {him)  book." 

Overheard  at  a  Hospital. 

"  The  wuss  wo  are  the  better  they  loikes  us  !  "  a 
gentleman  was  once  heard  to  say  when  introducing 
a  pal  to  the  hospital  surgery.  "  Why,  that  ther  cut 
o'  yours  they  won't  fink  nothin'  of,  but  you  jus' 
wait  till  yer  'ave  a  great  lump  inside  o'  yer  loike 
what  I  'ad,  I  tell  yer  they  don't  'arf  make  a  fuss  o' 
yer  then  ;  them  things  loike  your  cut  the  yo\mg 
doctor  sees  to,  but  when  yer  is  as  I  was,  it's  tha 
oads  what  tikes  it  on.  Not  'arf  !  " — Our  Hospitals 
and  Charities  Illustrated  (Kegan  Paul). 


The  Woman  and  the  Rib. 

Adam  gave  his  rib 

To  make  a  woman's  shape. 
(Thus  the  story's  writ ; 

There  is  no  escape  !) 

Many  an  Arctic  whale. 
Witless  of  the  blame. 

Also  gives  his  rib 

For  to  make  the  same  ! 

I  sorrow  not  for  man. 
He  gets  his  riblet  back  ; 

But  for  the  poor  old  whale, 
Alas,  my  friends,  alack  ! 


"Oh,  mum,"  cried  the  new  servant,  as  her 
mistress  appeared,  "  baby  was  took  awful  bad  when 
you  was  out,  but  I  gave  him  a  teaspoonful  of  his 
medicine  and  he's  all  right  now."  "  Medicine, 
Jane,"  cried  her  mistress,  "  what  medicine  '! " 
"Why,  mum,  baby's  medicine  in  this  cupboard 
here,"  and  she  went  to  the  cupboard  and  came 
back  with  a  bottle  marked  "  Kid  Reviver." 


"GLAD'to  see  you,  sir,"  said  a  clergyman,  sarcas- 
tically, pausing  in  his  discourse  to  crush  a  wor- 
shipper who  had  entered  the  church  after  the 
sermon  had  begun.  "Coms  in.  Always  glad  to 
see  those  here  late  who  cant  come  eaily."  "Ah, 
thank  you,"  replied  the  man,  airily,  as  he  settled 
himself  in  his  seat ;  "  and  woijd  you  mind  obliging 
me  with  the  text  ?  " — Globe. 


Freddie  :  "  What's  a  pertinent  question,  dad  ?  " 
Dad  :  "  One  that  seems  impertinent  when  you  are 
called  on  to  answer  it." — Town  Topics. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  printers  are  an  irrepres- 
sible lot,  and  if  the  readers  of  this  paper  could 
have  seen  them  making  rings  round  their  opponents 
last  Saturday  at  Raynes  Park,  when  they  defeated 
the  "Armoury"  in  the  first  roimd  of  the  Printing  and 
Allied  Trades  Football  Charity  Cup  by  3  goals  to 
love,  they  would  have  said  "smart  boy.s."  Of 
course  my  blessing  had  a  lot  to  do  with  the  result, 
and  at  the  next  match  I  hope  to  be  present  with 
my  old  "Caxton"  comrades  to  cheer  them  on  to 
victory. 

♦  *  *  *  •  ■ 

The  newly-formed  "Dawson's"  Football  Club, 
which  is  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  E.  Marston, 
with  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  as  vice-president,  will  play 
at  Shepherd's  Bush  to-day  (Dec.  3) — Captain  (J. 
Stevens)  v.  Vice- Captain  (E.  A.  W.  Cross).  The 
energetic  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  E.  W.  Marston,  has 
used  his  energies  to  good  purpose,  for  he  has 
persuaded  the  vice-president  to  "  kick  off."  An 
enjoyable  match  is  anticipated.  Should  they  ever 
be  in  need  of  a  referee — being  the  possessor  of  a 
noisy  whistle  and  a  large  bag,  a,  la  Punch — they 
have  only  to  notify  Draonet.  - 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  now  having  a  very  agreeable  change  in 
the  weather,  and  if  it  will  only_  continue  we  shall 
liave  a  chance  of  getting  to  the  side  of  the  water 
on  Saturday  next ;  by  that  time  if  all  goes  well  the 
snow  broth  will  be  out  of  the  water.  Some  few  of 
our  members  have  been  out  pike  fishing,  and  a 
few  fish  have  been  taken  up  to  91b.  in  weight  in 
the  Evesham  district  ;  these  sportive  fish  have  been 
on  the  move,  and  pike  fishermen  are  looking  forward 
to  a  good  time  of  it  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Avon. 
The  Severn,  Avon,  and  other  rivers  will  no  doubt 
be  well  patronised,  and  with  my  next  notes  1  may 
be  in  a  position  to  send  to  you  some  decent  reports 
of  the  sport  obtained.  The  annual  meeting  of  the 
River  Avon  Protection  Society  was  held  at  Bordesley 
on  JCov.  24.  The  meeting  was  not  so  well  attended 
a.s  the  officers  desired,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
our  clubs  do  not  take  the  interest  in  the  river  that 
they  should  do.  I  should  like  to  see  all  the  clubs 
who  rent  water  or  have  an  interest  in  the  river 
take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of  joining 
or  helping  the  society  in  their  work.  The  society 
are,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  in  a  good  financial  position. 
The  following  were  the  chief  officers  elected  for  the 
forthcoming  year,  namely,  Mr.  W.  J.  Tropman, 
president ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller,  vice-president  ;  Mr. 
A.  Bass,  treasurer  ;  Mr.  Warwick  Bagley,  hon. 
secretary,   and  Mr.  Bishton,  auditor.  The 

Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  still  con- 
tinues to  do  good  work  ;  several  needy  cases  have 
been  met  and  two  death  claims  have  lately  been 
paid.  A  concert  will  be  held  shortly  at  the  Gaiety 
Palace  on  one  of  the  Saturday  evenings  in  the  near 
future.  In  my  note  last  week  I  reported  that  we 
had  in  Birmingham  one  hundred  and  twenty  clubs  ; 
this  is  an  error  on  my  part,  as  the  association  secre- 
1  ar>-  tells  me  that  the  number  of  clubs  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  and  that  there  are  other  clubs  in  the 
l  ourse  of  formation.  We  have  other  clubs  in  our 
city  that  belong  to  the  Provincial  Association,  but 
1  cannot  give  the  exact  number. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  is  very  little  news  to  report  from  the  Fen 
District  this  week,  angling  having  practically  been  at 
a  standstill  on  account  of  the  frost.  Most  of  the 
watercour.ses  have  been  frozen  up,  and  skaters, 
instead  of  anglers,  have  been  in  possession.  To  give 
an  idea  of  the  severity  of  the  weather  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  River  Forty-foot,  which  flows  from 
Bourne  to  Boston — a  distance  of  26  miles — has  been 
frozen  over  so  thickly  that  for  three  days  skating  took 
place  upon  it.  A  thaw  set  in  on  Nov^  28,  and  much 
of  the  ice  was  then  spoilt  for  skating.  The  snow 
which  had  fallen  in  the  district  to  a  depth  of  between 
:iin.  and  4in.  has  disappeared  so  gradually  that  it  is 
feared  the  much-needed  rise  in  the  waters  will  not 
take  place.  This  is  a  desideratum  which  anglers 
were  looking  forward  to.  If  the  thaw  continues 
angling  should  f)e  resumed  by  the  end  of  this  week. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE, 

Despite  the  unfavourable  weather,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  good  spawning  time  at  all  our  Lanca- 
shire hatcheries.  The  reports  to  hand,  so  far,  are 
distinctly  good  as  to  the  Bollin  and  other  rivers, 
to  say  nothing  of  still  waters  ;  there  is  nothing  of 
interest  to  report.  Dinners  and  other -social  items 
of  this  kind  are  leading  items  of  interest,  but  any 
successes  with  either  pike  or  grayling  cannot  be 
loimd,  and  with  ice-bound  still  waters  there  is  not 
iiiuch  to  say  of  general  coarse  fishing. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  Saturday  last  there  was  an  important  meeting 
of  anglers  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
Hie  future  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  The 
t  tendance  was  good,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Bates  presided 
vpr  the  proceedings,  which  lasted  three  hours.  The 
numerous  resolutions  passed  will  receive  the  atten- 
t  ion  of  the  board  at  their  next  meeting  on  Dec.  9. 
Fogs  and  other  cheerful  climatic  blessings  have 
practically  stopped  all  activity  amongst  our  city 
rods  and  simply  riiined  the  success  of  the  lecture 
liy  Mr.  Harkness  on  Monday  last  at  Moss  Side.  We 
have  plenty  of  items  in  the  smoker  line  on  hand, 
t)ut  very  little  actual  fishing  to  record. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

During   Wednesday   morning   the   frost  l)egan 
i  ipidly  to  disappear.    Rain  fell  and  washed  away 
good  deal  of  snow.    Anglers  will  assuredly  be 
lankful  for  the  change,  for  they  had  not  been  able 
throw  a  line  for  Homething  like  eleven  days.  In 
the  closing  portion  of  la.st  week  the  Trent  held  any 
'piantity  of  ice-floes,  and  there  was  a  ridge  of  ice 
'ilongside  the  banks  at  almost  every  turn.  Needless 


to  say,  the  backwaters  were  covered,  and  on  Nov.  27 
and  28  plenty  of  skating  was  indulged  in. 
The  latest  item  of  news  wa-s  kindly  supplied  to  mo 
by  Mr.  J.  Clements,  the  hard-working  secretary  of 
tfie  City  Piscatorials.  He  explained  that  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  19,  the  members  of  the  society 
engaged  in  their  sixth  match  of  the  season  at 
Attenborough.  Valuable  prizes  were  offered,  but 
owing  to  adverse  conditions,  only  two  of  the  number 
were  won,  the  winners  being  H.  D.  Forman  and 
Mr.  Albert  Coxon.  As  soon  as  the  snow  gets  into 
the  river  we  are  bound  to  have  a  substantial  ri.se. 
Afterwards  we  ought  to  have  some  splendid  all 
round  fishing. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  sharp  frosts,  heavy  snow,  and  dense  fogs  of 
the  past  fortnight  have  practically  put  a  stop  to 
angling.  There  were  a  few  hardy  Britons  that  did 
some  pike  fishing  in  spite  of  the  weather,  and  caught 
a  few  fish  ;  but  their  lines  soon  became  frozen,  and 
would  not  run  through  the  rings,  and  they  had  to 
give  it  up.  Now  the  thaw  has  come,  and  we  can  see 
the  earth  again,  anglers'  hopes  are  reviving,  but  the 
rivers  will  be  full  of  snow-water  for  a  time,  and  it  will 
be  well  to  give  the  rods  a  further  rest.  The  Arbore- 
tum Club  have  had  their  annual  dinner  and  distri- 
bution of  prizes  at  their  headquarters,  the  Aboretum 
Iim,  Councillor  Constance  in  the  chair.  There  was  a 
lairge  attendance  of  members,  who  seemed  to  enjoy 
themselves  thoroughly,  and  a  capital  programme  of 
music  was  well  rendered,  vocal  and  instrumental. 
The  prize-wirmers  were  W.  Rumney  (a  fine  clock), 
J.  Shirton,  W.  Hart,  E.  Whiting,  B.  Essex,  J. 
Hopkins,  S.  Hooper,  etc.  The  toast  of  the  evening, 
"  Success  to  the  Club,"  was  given  in  a  happy 
manner  by  the  chairman,  and  responded  to  by  the 
secretary,  F.  Stubbs.  The  Tewkesbury  A.  A.  had 
their  annual  supper  at  the  headquarters — the 
Plough  Hotel — on  Nov.  28,  when  the  prizes  won 
during  the  season  were  distributed  to  the  successful 
competitors,  and  a  very  jolly  evening  was  spent. 

FROM   YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  York  and  District  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers  was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Bay 
Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  York,  on  Nov.  30 ;  Coun- 
cillor Robie  Robinson  presided  over  a  representative 
gathering.  Some  time  was  given  to  new  rules  and 
regulations,  the  most  important  having  reference 
to  the  control  of  the  waters  which  the  Amalgamation 
recently  acquired  at  Husthwaite  Beck,  Coxwold, 
where  anglers  are  anticipating  excellent  sport.  At 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Amalgamation  on 
Dec.  13  I  hear  that  some  important  business  will 
engage  attention.  The  order  of  fishing  in  November 
is,  "  Chub,  pike,  and  roach  in  mild  weather  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,"  and  the  majority  of  those  who 
endeavoured  to  keep  up  to  it  were,  by  stress  of 
weather,  doomed  to  disappointment.  Judging  from 
the  conditions  now  prevalent,  it  is  likely  that  the 
entry  in  the  Anglers'  Calendar  for  December  will 
prove  applicable — "  The  fish  rest,  so  may  the 
angler."  Mr.  D.  Langstaff,  secretary  to  the  Amal- 
gamation, did  some  spinning  in  the  River  Nidd  a  few 
days  ago,  but  his  patience  went  unrewarded.  There 
are  many  other  reports  of  the  same  kind.  A  meeting 
of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  has  been  called 
for  to-day,  Dec.  3,  at  the  Royal  Station  Hotel,  York. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  fine  since  Saturday 
last,  with  frost  nightly.  Spawning  has  gone  on  very 
satisfactorily  in  all  directions.  Poaching  has  been 
kept  well  in  check  on  all  the  principal  salmon 
spawning  rivers,  and  if  matters  go  on  like  this 
until  the  end  of  December  a  very  satisfactory  spawn- 
ing season  will  come  to  be  recorded.  Sea  angling 
has  been  carried  on  at  many  stations,  particularly 
on  the  western  coast  of  Munster.  Pollack  have 
afYorded  good  sport  at  most  places  along  the  coast 
mentioned,  and  whiting  have  been  had  at  a  few 
places  in  Cork  and  Kerry  in  fair  or  average  numbers. 
A  meeting  of  the  Waterville  Fishery  Conservators 
was  held  last  week  at  the  Fishery  Office,  Waterville. 
Among  other  matters  under  consideration  was  a 
circular  letter  from  the  Inspector-General  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  with  reference  to  pro- 
posed fund  for  rewarding  members  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  for  successful  prosecutions  imder 
the  fishery  laws,  and  suggesting  that  the  fishery 
boards  send  the  fines  in  such  cases  on  towards  this 
fund.  The  board  unanimously  agreed  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Inspector-General. 


Capture  of  a  Labge  Eei.  in  the  Solway. 
— On  Tuesday  one  of  the  Solway  fishermen,  Mr. 
Ueorge  Gilbertson  Powfoot,  discovered  close  to  his 
nets  an  immense  eel,  which  he  was  successful  in 
.securing.  It  measured  Oft.  in  length,  and  2t't.  lin. 
in  girth,  and  weighed  5  stones.  It  had  evidently 
got  into  shallow  water  and  became  stranded  with 
he  ebbing  tide. — H. 


FISHERY  PROSECUTION. 


Thomas  Avory,  of  Pengelly's  Court,  High-.street, 
Barnstaple,  was  charged  with  having  in  his  posses- 
sion, on  Oct.  23,  a  spear  and  two  gaffs  for  the 
purpose  of  catching  saltnon.  Mr.  Basson  appeared 
to  prosecute  on  behalf  of  the  Taw  and  Torridgo 
Fishery  Board,  and  informed  the  Bench  that  on 
the  date  in  question  Water -Bailiff  .John  Light 
walked  the  bank  of  the  river  Yeo  from  its  junction 
to  the  Taw.  Near  Pilton  Bridge  he  met  .Jame.s 
Parminter,  and  both  walked  towards  Mr.  Roath'.« 
factory,  and  in  the  marshes  there  saw  Avory  and 
a  man  named  Passmore.  Avory  was  seen  to  drop 
a  bag,  containing  the  gaffs  and  spear,  into  the 
river,  and  a  stick  which  he  was  carrying  was  also 
thrown  away.  These  in.struments,  Mr.  Basson  said, 
could  not  be  licerused  for  fishing.  Light  re- 
covered the  bag  from  the  water,  and  showed 
them  to  Avory,  who  denied  that  they  wera  his. 
Mr.  Basson  reminded  the  Bench  that  this  was 
the  close  season,  and  that  a  large  amount  of 
poaching  was  taking  place  in  the  Yeo.  He  asked 
the  Bench  to  impose  the  maximum  penalty  possible 
under  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act :  unless  they  did  so 
the  work  of  the  Conservators  could  not  be  success- 
fully carried  out.  The  facts  as  stated  by  Mr.  Basson 
were  borne  out  in  evidence  by  Water-Bailifl  Light 
and  James  Parminter,  the  latter  stating  he  heard 
one  of  the  men  say,  "  We  ought  to  go  back  and  get 
that  fish  and  then  slope."  Previous  convictions 
were  proved  against  Avory,  and  a  penalty  of  40s. 
and  costs  was  imposed,  in  default  a  month's  hard 
labour. — Defendant:  "  I'll  take  the  month." 


ESK  FISHERY  MEETING. 

A  statutory  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conser- 
vators of  the  Esk  (Yorkshire)  Fishery  District  was 
held  at  Whitby  on  Saturday,  Nov.  26,  Colonel  J.  W. 
Richardson,  J. P.,  presiding  over  a  good  attendance. 
The  report  submitted  by  Mr.  W.  Brown,  the  clerk, 
for  the  year  1904  showed  that  the  revenue  derived 
from  salmon  nets  at  sea  was  £75  ;  from  salmon  nets 
in  the  river,  £2  ;  salmon  rod  licences,  £42  10s.  ;  and 
trout  rod  licences,  £44  3s.  6d.,  making  a  total  of 
£163  13s.  6d.,  as  compared  with  £212  15s.  last  year. 
The  weight  of  fish  caught  by  net  at  sea  was  12  ton 
9cwt.  2qr.  7|lb.  ;  in  the  river,  161b.  ;  and  by  rod, 
14cwt.  3qr.  7;ilb.,  making  a  total  of  13  ton  4cwt.  2qr. 
31b.  The  total  value  was  £1394  128.  The  average 
per  boat  was  £46  9s.  8fd.,  and  the  a\-erage  price 
ll-970d.  per  lb.  The  heaviest  fish  caught  by  rod. 
18lb.  ;  and  by  net,  21Jlb.  ;  and  the  first  fish  caught 
by  rod  was  on  Aug.  16,  and  by  net  at  sea  on  May  24. 
The  average  amount  of  licence  duty  paid  per  fish 
caught  was  as  follows  :  Net  at  sea,  2'643d.  ;  net  in 
river,  lOs.  ;  rod  in  river,  2s.  8-381d.  The  report 
was  unanimously  approved  and  adopted.  The 
question  of  purchasing  two  thousand  yearling 
salmon  from  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  was  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  A  letter  was  read  from 
Mr.  Francis  Ley,  J.P.,  stating  that  he  intended  to 
turn  some  grayling  into  the  river  Esk  at  Lealholm 
and  Honloyke,  and  asking  the  board  to  notify  the 
dates  of  the  close  season  on  their  licence  forms.  A 
discussion  ensued  as  to  whether  it  was  desirable 
that  grayling  should  be  tiuned  into  the  trout  and 
salmon  stream,  as  people  would  be  fishing  for 
grayling  while  during  the  close  season  for  trout  and 
salmon,  and  would  make  the  watching  extremely 
difficult.  The  matter  was  left  over  for  further 
consideration,  and  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  write 
Mr.  Ley  accordingly.  J.  J.\ckson. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

10,741.  Patentee:  T.  West,  Buchanhaven,  Peter- 
head, Aberdeenshire.  Net  and  line  floats. 
Relates  to  the  making  of  hollow  air-inflat  ed 
floats  or  bladders  for  buoying  fishing  nets, 
lines,  or  ropes,  and  for  like  operations. 
The  float  is  formed  in  two  parts  of  canvas 
or  like  material.  The  first  part,  which 
forms  the  bonnet  of  the  float,  and  becomes 
uppermost  when  the  float  is  in  water,  is 
of  a  conical  shape,  and  has  its  lower  edge 
sewn  on  to  the  other  portion.  This  part 
is  in  the  form  of  a  tnmcated  cone,  and  is 
secured  to  the  wooden  head,  which  con- 
tains a  plug  hole  for  inflating  the  float, 
and  a  bung.  These  parts  may  be  made 
in  one  or  more  parts.  The  canvas  or  other 
material  is  saturated  with  lin.seed  oil  or 
tar  or  a  combination  of  these,  or  the 
canvas  maybe  impregnated  with  a  solution 
of  gutta-percha,  balata,  india-rubber,  or 
analogous  gums. 
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LOWESTOFT  SEA.  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


JACKSON-SCOTT  CUP  AND  OTHER 
PRIZES  PRESENTED. 


The  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society,  which  since 
its  inception  has  done  so  much  to  promote  the  sport, 
brought  off  a  very  enjoyable  smoking  concert  at  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  22,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  the  handsome 
silver  cup  given  by  Mr.  Jackson-Scott,  who,  with  his 
wife,  is  quite  an  enthusiastic  sea  angler,  and  a 
generous  supporter  of  the  society.  This  beautiful 
trophy  was  given  last  year,  but  was  not  won,  owing 
to  insufficient  weight  of  fish.  This  year,  however, 
it  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Parker,  and,  as  it  is 
not  of  the  challenge  variety,  it  becomes  liis  property. 
There  were  also  thirty-nine  other  prizes  of  varying 
value,  some  given  by  friends  of  the  society  and 
others  provided  out  of  the  fimds,  and  these  were 
picked  in  rotation  according  to  placing  in  the  match. 
There  was  a  goodly  company  at  the  smoker,  and 
every  arrangement  for  comfort  was  made  by  Mr. 
A.  E.  Maas,  the  manager. 

The  Mayor  of  Lowestoft  (Councillor  E.  Tuttle) 
presided,  and  amongst  others  present  were  Mrs. 
Jackson-Scott,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Westgate,  Mrs.  L.  T. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Howard  Bunn,  Councillor  J.  W. 
Brooke  (chairman  of  the  society),  Messrs.  J.  H. 
Jackson-Scott,  E.  St.  Aubyn,  E.  H.  Gostling,  H.  L. 
Fnrlonge,  A.  E.  Daniels,  E.  C.  Taylor,  E.  Kemp, 
Frank  Larke,  T.  M.  AUerton,  J.  Bishop,  S.  Groom, 
Riches  Nockolds,  Adamson,  F.  G.  Robson  (the 
courteous  manager  of  the  Claremont  Pier),  T.  J. 
Carr,  O.  Kemp,  A.  K.  Miunmery,  Howard  Bunn, 
T.  W.  Westgate,  A.  E.  Murton,  H.  Leighton,  J. 
Hughes,  V.  Chadd,  P.  Canova,  Ernest  Tuttle, 
Stanley  Waller,  W.  Sanders. 

At  the  outset  the  Mayor  apologised  for  the  absence 
of  Councillor  Lancelot  Orde,  the  president  of  the 
society,  who  was  imable  to  be  present  owing  to  a 
cold,  but  who  had  sent  a  very  nice  prize  in  the  shape 
of  a  silver  cigarette-case.  He  also  aimounced  that 
Mr.  Lewis  Johnson,  the  able  and  energetic  hon. 
secretary,  was  unable  to  be  with  them. 

At  a  later  stage  in  the  evening  the  Mayor  pre- 
sented the  cup  and  prizes.  In  handing  the  Jackson- 
Scott  trophy  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Parker,  who  was  received 
with   applause,    his   worship   complimented  Mr. 


Parker  on  winning  the  cup.  It  might  be  an  induce- 
ment to  other  gentlemen  to  come  forward  and 
present  a  cup. 

Mr.  Parker,  who  was  again  cheered,  returned 
hearty  thanks  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson-Scott  for 
presenting  the  cup.  He  Was  very  proud  to  have 
won  it,  and  in  wishing  them  every  health  and  happi- 
ness, he  asked  the  company  to  drink  from  the  cup. 

The  other  prizes  were  awarded  as  follow  : — Silver 
cigarette  case  (given  by  Mr.  Lancelot  Orde),  Mr. 
Greer  ;  rod,  Mr.  A.'E.  Murton  ;  dressing-case  (given 
by  Mr.  A.  K.  Mmnmery),  Mr.  Laster ;  rod,  Mr. 
Sanders  ;  eider-down  quilt,  Mr.  J.  H.  Miles  ;  winch, 
Mr.  C.  Stockings ;  bag,  Mr.  W.  Smith ;  copper 
kettle,  Mr.  W.  Harper  ;  silk-oily  coat  and  wester 
(presented  by  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Sons,  Yarmouth, 
through  Mr.  T.  J.  Carr),  Mr.  Seago  ;  box  of  cigars, 
Mr.  Evans  ;  oily  coat  (prize  presented  by  Mr.  T.  A. 
Leighton),  Mr.  H.  Cooper  ;  bag,  Mr.  Riches  Noc- 
kolds ;  rod,  Mr.  H.  Leighton  ;  umbrella,  Mr.  W.  P. 
Nursey  ;  winch,  Mr.  H.  Salmon  ;  patent  winch, 
(made  and  presented  by  Mr.  Haws,  sen.,  and  Mr.  A. 
Haws),  Mr.  T.  J.  Carr  ;  clock,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Westgate  ; 
clock  (presented  by  Mr.  J.  Hughes),  Mr.  Ellis,  of 
Yarmouth  ;  two  bottles  of  whiskey  (presented  by 
Imperial  Hotel),  Mr.  W.  S.  Nobbs  ;  travelling  rug 
and  straps  (presented  by  Col.  F.  A.  Lucas,  M.P.), 
Mr.  W.  H.  Dewdney  ;  flask,  Mr.  V.  Hughes  ;  rod 
and  tackle,  Mr.  V.  Leon  ;  jam-dish,  Mr.  P.  Canova ; 
Doulton  ware  jardiniere,  Mr.  A.  Waller  ;  Doulton 
jardiniere,  Mr.  E.  Kemp  ;  marmalade  jar,  Mr.  O. 
Kemp  ;  breakfast  cruet  (presented  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Dipple),  Mr.  Linwood  Watson  ;  electro  sugar  basin, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Dipple  ;  photo  frame,  Mr.  Frank  Larke  ; 
carvers,  Mr.  H.  Mumford  ;  breakfast  cruet,  Mr. 
S.  W.  Allerton  ;  pair  vases,  Mr.  J.  Waller  ;  electro 
sugar  basin,  Mr.  J.  H.  Bishop  ;  mirror,  Mr.  W. 
Cattermole  ;  box  of  cigars  (presented  by  Mr.  J.  P. 
O'Driscoll),  Mr.  S.  Adamson  ;  butter-dish,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Westgate  ;  bottle  of  whiskey,  Mr.  E.  Croxon  ;  lamp, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Allerton  ;  mirror,  Mr.  W.  Crowe. 

At  the  close  of  the  presentation  the  Mayor  said 
that  from  the  splendid  lot  of  gifts  it  was  evident  the 
townsfolk  had  appreciated  the  efforts  of  the  society. 
It  was  not  merely  pulling  fish  out  of  the  sea,  but 
people  were  attracted  to  the  town,  and  good  was 
done  all  round.  The  society,  although  it  had  only 
been  in  existence  twelve  months,  had  300  members, 
and  had  organised  fourteen  matches,  while  there 
were  others  to  come.    The  society,  by  inaugurating 


those  matches,  was  not  only  advertising  itself,  but 
also  the  town,  and  that  was  what  many  of  them 
wanted  to  see  done.  If  they  continued  the  work 
they  would  not  only  be  conferring  a  lasting  benefit 
on  the  people  who  had  houses  to  let,  but  trade  was 
being  done  good  at  the  same  time — and  so  Lowestoft 
would  be  done  good  at  large.  He  hoped  the  society 
would  increase  and  flourish,  so  that  instead  of  forty 
prizes  they  would  see  double  the  number.  They  had 
an  ideal  place  on  the  Claremont  Pier,  and  they  were 
obliged  for  the  facilities  given  to  anglers.  They  had 
an  excellent  president  in  Councillor  Lancelot  Orde, 
an  energetic  chairman  in  Councillor  J.  W.  Brooke, 
and  an  admirable  honorary  secretary  in  Mr.  Lewis 
Johnson  ;  and  he  hoped  the  society  would  have 
even  greater  prosperity  in  the  future  than  it  had  had 
in  the  past. 

The  cup  was  then  filled  and  passed  round. 

Councillor  J.  W.  Brooke  (chairman  of  the  society), 
who  was  heartily  received,  proposed  the  health  of 
Mr.  Jackson-Scott,  a  toast  that  was  received  with 
enthusiasm.  They  were,  said  Councillor  Brooke, 
grateful  to  Mr.  Jackson-Scott  for  his  very  practical 
support  of  the  society  in  giving  such  a  handsome  cup. 
He  had  also  rendered  them  service  in  other  ways — 
in  acting  as  steward  at  their  various  matches.  He 
and  Mrs.  Jackson-Scott  were  going  away  for  some 
time  ;  they  were  all  sorry  they  were  not  residents. 
But  they  hoped  to  see  them  at  Lowestoft  at  some 
future  time. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiastic  musical 
honours. 

Mr.  Jackson-Scott,  who  was  received  with  loud 
applause,  said  he  did  not  know  how  to  thank  them 
sufficiently  on  behalf  of  his  wife  and  himself  for  the 
kindness  shown  them,  and  for  the  maimer  in  which 
they  had  received  their  names  that  night.  It  had 
given  them  great  pleasure  to  see  the  cup  won  by 
one  who  was  a  good  fisherman.  He  wished  every 
success  to  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society ;  and  he 
only  regretted  that  their  able  and  energetic  secre- 
tary, Mr.  Lewis  Johnson,  was  not  present.  He  was 
so  energetic,  and  always  did  all  he  could  for  the  good 
of  the  society.  Mr.  Jackson-Scott  suggested  that 
there  should  be  league  matches  between  Lowestoft 
and  Yarmouth  and  three  or  four  other  clubs,  and  he 
hoped  he  might  be  able  to  present  a  cup  for  it. 

Councillor  J.  W.  Brooke  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Mayor  for  presiding.  It  must  be 
great  gratification  to  him  to  see  the  society  so 
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WET-FLY  FISHING 

METHODICALLY  CONSIDERED.  By   E.   IWC.  TOD. 


SOME  EXTRACTS  FROM  PRESS  OPINIONS. 

The  Field  says:  "A  valuable  addition  to 
the  literature  of  fly-fishing,  and  one  which  we 
commend  to  the  attention  of  every  fly-Usher, 
whether  his  lines  be  cast  on  a  Ross-shire  peat- 
stained  l)urn  or  a  crystal  Hampshire  stream. 
.  .  .  One  of  the  most  original,  dogmatic, 
reliable,  practical,  and  generally  amusing 
books  which  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  to 
read  for  many  a  long  day.  We  must  not 
omit  to  add  a  word  in  praise  of  some  charming 
illustrations  of  typical  Scotch  waters  by  Mr. 
Walter  Puttick." 

The  Fishing  Gazette.— Mr.  B.  B.  Marston, 
Editor,  after  remarking  that  the  Author  had 
been  a  contributor  since  1880,  says:—"  I  have, 
during  that  time,  met  many  anglers  who  have 
fished  with  Mr.  Tod,  and  1  have  never  heard 
anything  \>ut  praise  of  his  skill  with  the  wet- 
fly  ;  such  praise  has  long  ago  convinced  mc 
that  he  is  not  merely  a  flrst-rate  hand,  but 
one  of  the  few  pre-eminent  ones." 

Illustrated  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
News. — ".  .  .  His  book  is  eminently  a  wel- 
come addition  to  our  angling  literature." 

Country  Life.—"  A  very  practical  treatise. 
Tliere  is  an  abundance  of  hints  .  .  .  pleasantly 
conveyed.    The  book  is  full  of  information." 

The  Scottish  Field. — "It  is  written  by  a 
fisherman  who  has  practised  the  art  with 
phenomenal  success  .  .  .  matter-of-fact  and 
business-like  in  its  treatment ;  thoroughly 
clear  and  simple ;  always  bright  and  in- 
teresting, and  sometimes  even  racy.  From 
board  to  board  it  is  uniformly  practical,  and 
may  be  safely  commended  for  its  astute 
guidance  at  every  point." 

Daily  News.— "Contains  the  precepts  of 
that  veteran,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod.  No  higher 
compliment  can  be  paid  than  to  say  that  the 
treatise  is  calculated  to  make  the  dry-fly 
fisherman  a  convert  to  the  wet-fly  method." 

The  Daily  Scotsman,—"  Mr.  Tod  is  an  enthusiast,  and  his  enthusiasm  shines  in  every  page 
of  his  book.  .  .  .  The  pictures  are  excellent.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  book,  there  is  a  suggestion 
of  running  water  and  rising  trout  in  it.  It  is  bright,  racy,  and  has  the  variety  of  a  typical 
Scottish  water.  He  writes  out  of  a  large  and  varied  experience,  and  the  reader  feels  that  he 
writes  that  he  knows  and  testifles  that  he  has  seen.  Anglers  of  all  stages  of  experience  will  get 
profit  as  well  as  pleasure  from  his  book,  which  may  be  most  heartily  commended." 


Speci.mk.n  Illustration  fkom  "Wet-Fly  Fishing. 


SOME  EXTRACTS  FROM  PRESS  OPINIONS. 

Ti  mes. — "Instructive  chapters  commended 
by  a  familiar  first-person  style  of  discourse. ' 

The  Morning  Post.—"  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  has 
achieved  so  great  a  reputation  as  an  angler 
that  every  fisherman  will  desire  to  read  his 
'Wet-Fly  Fishing.'  It  is  excellent.  ...  It 
is  the  sort  of  book  which  would  make  a  most 
excellent  gift  to  any  young  angler,  partly 
because  as  mere  reading  it  is  good,  but 
especially  because  it  would  teach  him  to  use 
his  eyes  and  his  brain  when  he  is  fishing." 

Pall  Mall  Gazette. — "We  can  say  that 
the  work  is  an  acceptable  addition  to  the 
literature  of  a  most  interesting  sport,  and 
that  all  throwers  of  the  fly,  be  they  of  the 
wet-  or  the  dry-fly  school,  will  glean  some- 
thing of  value  by  a  perusal  of  its  pages.  The 
sketches  contributed  by  Mr.  Walter  Puttick 
are  things  of  beauty." 

St.  James's  Gazette.  —  "Mr.  Tod  has 
m.ade  the  best  use  of  the  time  he  has  spent 
I'od  in  hand  :  he  has  fished  as  a  true  sports- 
man. .  .  .  Tliis  admirable  little  book  is  full 
of  interest  for  the  keen  fisherman,  and  of 
counsel  for  me  novice.  .  .  .  '  Wet-Fly  Fish- 
ing' is  well  worth  attention." 

Westminster  Gazette .—  "  Mr.  Tod's 
volume  is  a  book  of  practical  guidance  :  the 
work  of  an  expert  hand.  ...  He  writes  with 
all  the  genuine  angler's  enthusiasm.  He  will 
be  found  a  reliable  guide." 

The  Spectator.—"  It  is  very  kind  of  an 
exjtert  in  the  art  and  science  of  angling  to 
tell  his  secrets  to  the  unlearned." 

Publishers'  Circular. — "  We  predict  that 
the  work  will  become  a  classic,  for  there 
never  was  a  better  wet-fiy  flsher  than  Mr. 
E.  M.  Tod,  and  he  gives  his  unrivalled  know- 
ledge without  reserve  for  the  benefit  of  the 
young  angler,  and  old  one  too,  for  that 
matter. " 

Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch.— "A  delightful  volume.  The  book  is  as  interesting  as  such 
enthusiasm  was  bound  to  make  it.  As  practised  by  Mr.  Tod,  angling  deserves  to  be  called  a 
science.  He  knows  so  much  that— like  Socrates— he  knows  his  ignorance.  Mr.  Tod  writes 
reverently  of  his  favourite  sport.  "  ,       ,       .     ^  ,     .  ,, 

Glasgow  Herald.— "  The  old  hand,  as  well  as  the  beginner,  will  acquire  a  store  of  useful  wnnkles. 
.  .  .  A  volume  which,  we  are  sure,  will  be  read  with  pleasure  by  many  an  angler  on  an  '  off  day."" 


Can  be  had  Post  Free  for  6/4,  from  The  Manager,  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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flourishing,  and  the  members  in  turn  were  grateful 
to  him  for  coming  out  on  such  an  inclement  evening. 
He  (Mr.  Brooke)  regretted  the  absence  of  Mr.  Lewis 
Johnson,  their  hon.  secretary,  who  was  most  inde- 
fatigable. They  had  thanked  Mr.  Jackson-Scott, 
and  now  they  thanked  the  donors  ;  it  was  hoped 
they  would  do  the  same  next  year.  The  growth  of 
the  society  had  been  almost  unparalleled.  They 
started  last  year,  and  now  had  300  members.  The 
society  did  much  good  to  the  town,  as  it  caused 
people  to  stop  longer  than  they  would  for  the  fishing. 
In  this  way  they  were  doing  good  work.  He  also 
thanked  Mr.  St.  Aubyn  and  Mr.  Goatling  for 
arranging  the  programme. 

Mr.  Daniels  seconded,  in  an  appropriate  speech. 

Councillor  Brooke  here  announced  that  the  Mayor 
had  consented  to  become  a  vice-president. 

Musical  honours  followed  the  toast,  and  the 
Mayor,  in  reply,  said  he  had  spent  a  pleasant  evening, 
and  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  know  they  had  good 
business  men  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  society. 
Here  the  Mayor  gave  reminiscences  of  "  casting  " 
from  the  Xorth  Beach  in  his  yo\mg  days.  They  had 
improved  on  that  since  then,  but  he  got  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure  from  the  sport.  He  was  full  of  anxiety 
for  the  year  before  him,  but  he  was  met  with  kind- 
ness, and  had  so  many  offers  on  all  hands  that  that 
anxiety  was  rapidly  disappearing.  Anytliing  he 
could  do  for  the  town  he  should  have  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  doing. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Murton  proposed  thanks  to  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  Mr.  Parker  seconded. 

Messrs.  A.  E.  Daniels  and  Furlonge  responded  for 
the  committee. 

During  the  evening  a  capital  programme,  arranged 
by  Messrs.  E.  H.  Gostling  and  E.  St.  Aubyn,  was 
carried  out,  those  who  contributed  including 
Messrs.  J.  J.  Dyke  (capital  piccolo  solos),  E.  W. 
Harford,  G.  Chettleburgh  (good  in  comics),  B. 
Fisher,  Reginald  Crowe  (fine  in  musical  monologues), 
Tom  Day  (better  than  ever  in  funny  songs),  W.  G. 
Miles  (in  good  voice),  Mr.  Leo  Sterling  (who  is  at  the 
Hippodrome  this  week,  and  was  a  beach  concert 
favourite)  gave  capital  selections  with  cornet 
business — really  interesting  and  amusing  items. 

Mr.  Ernest  Tuttle  presided  at  the  piano  with 
ability  during  the  evening. 

'■  God  Save  the  King  "  closed  an  enjoyable  time. 


A  MASTER  STEOKE  AT  MANDURAH. 
By  Dbybloweb. 


It  was  down  at  placid  Mtindurah,  where  weary 
souls  repair. 

To  shed  their  dust  and  worries  and  absorb  the 
seaside  air. 

Likewise  they  wander  thilherward,  supplied  with 

hook  and  line, 
To  tempt  the  crafty  kingfish  from  his  lodging  in 

the  brine. 

It  might  also  here  be  mentioned,  too,  this  incident 
occurred. 

Where  many  trusting  humans  learn  to  doubt  each 

other's  word  ; 
For  there  each  year  and  season  round,  at  any 

hour  and  date, 
A  fiah  of  any  kind  increases  twenty  times  in 

weight. 

The  pert  and  tiny  tittle-bat  becomes  a  boshter 
bream — 

(More  especially  if  by  luck  he  once  regains  hia 

native  stream) — 
The  gar  becomes  a  mullet  of  prodigious  size  and 

strength. 

While  the  pilchard  is  a  schnapper  of  *'  about  the 

average  length." 
A  young  and  sucking  salmon  is  a  "twenty-pounder 

king," 

While  a  king  that  tops  that  weight  up  to  a  hun- 
dred pounds  will  spring  ! 

And  many  a  truthful  tripper,  who  has  lingered 
there  a  while. 

Comes  back  an  Ananias,  both  exuberant  and  vile. 

So  'twill  not  excite  much  wonder  that  the  inci- 
dent I  tell 

Occurred  where  swarms  of  citizens  begin  their 

slump  to  . 

But  this  story  that  I'm  spinning  less  concerns  a 

fishing  catch. 
Than  it  does  the  painful  hiat'ry  of  a  local  cricket 

match. 

The  third  test  was  in  progress,  and  in  haehery 
and  pub 

The'  boarder?  chewed  it  over  as  they  ate  their 
daily  gnjb. 

Till  "Greasy  Bill,"  the  fisherman — a  dab  with 

ball  and  bat — 
Strolled  in  the  salle  d  manger  where  the  crowd  at 

breakfast  sat ; 


He  dropped  his  hat  upon  the  floor  and  coughed 

to  clear  his  flue. 
And  In  salt  encrusted  accents  thus  a  challenge 

out  he  threw — 
"  The  coves  what  graft  in  Mandurah  has  sent  to  let 

you  know. 

If  you  pride  yourselves  at  cricket,  you  can  'ave  a 
bloomin'  go. 

We've  got  a  ground  and  mattin'  and  the  cricket 
things  O.K., 

Bill  Brookman  gave  'em  to  ua  when  he  lived  acrost 
the  bay ; 

The  kingBsh  all  have  gone  to  sea.  Ole  Wingey  seen 
'em  go. 

And  there'll  be  no  bloomin'  bitin'  till  we  get  the 

evenin'  blow." 
That  settled  it !    No  fishing !    and  in  shoes  and 

flannel  neat 

To  paralyse  the  local  team  they  dared  the  dust 
and  heat, 

A    fish-cart  ofollowed    after    with    a    load  of 

"  lemonade," 
\\  hich,  believe  me,  was  surrounded  by  the  visiting 

brigade  ; 

The  captains  tossed  for  innings,  and  the  locals 

won  the  spin. 
But  with  marvellous  good  nature  sent  there  swell 

opponents  in. 
And  the  bowling,  O,  the  tripe  it  was,  and  in  the 

ti-ti  scrub 

The  fives  went  gaily  whizzing  like  a  bummer  from 
a  pub, 

Sabine  expressed  a  hope,  in  that  sweet  tone  that 
so  annoyp. 

Next  time  they  played,  the  locals  would  be  men 
instead  of  boys. 

'Twas  four  o'clock  when  Sabine  said  he'd  call  the 

innings  closed. 
And  his  men  came  out  to  field  from  where  in 

languor  they  reposed  ; 
Three-thirty  they  had  run  up,  but  by  wretched 

play  and  luck 
At  six  o'clock  the  locals  showed  a  plenitude  of 

"  duck." 

Home  the  visitors  triumpbcmt  came,  but  still  their 

wondrous  win 
Was  greeted  by  the  village  with  a  wide  expansive 

grin  ; 

For  while  ihey''d  been  smiting  fivers,  not  to  men- 
tion fours  and  thrpes, 

The  grown-up  local  fishermen  had  lined  the  bridge 
and  quays. 

And  they'd  piled  the  scaly  harvest  up  until  the 

gleam  and  glint 
Bulked  high  and  wide  like  silver  in  the  coffers  of 

the  mint. 

A  school  had  come  upon  the  flood,  and  hung 

upon  the  slack. 
But  when  the  tide  turned  outward  to  the  sea  they 

floundered  back. 
Old  Wingey  had  observed  them  at  the  breaking 

of  the  day. 

Playing  round  about  the  entrance,  where  the  boom- 
ing rollers  spray. 

Now  the  huge,  but  timid,  kingfish  to  the  small 
calm  patch  inclines. 

Leaving  scant  accommodation  for  the  working  of 
the  lines, 

For  the  anglers  from  the  goldfields  and  the  anglers 
down  from  Perth 

Bung  visitors  are  always  prone  to  jump  the 
choicest  berth. 

Not  to  speak  about  the  way  in  which — when  fish- 
ing in  a  row — 

They  tangle  up  the  tackle  of  the  long-enduring  pro. 

'Twas  a  chance  that  comes  but  now  and  then  to 
make  a  record  catch. 

So  the  boys  were  sent  to  play  the  simple  city  men 
a  match  ! 

And  while  the  frequent  kingfish  flashed  from  out  the 

placid  stream. 
Two  miles  away  the  visitors  blew    out  the  local 

team. 

— The  Miner,  Kalgoorlie. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  BAVARIA. 

"  One  late  afternoon,"  writes  Robert  W.  Cham- 
bers in  Harper's  Weekly,  "  the  big  head-forester 
appeared  on  the  stream  where  I  was  fishing.  He 
carried  a  huge  bamboo  pole  in  one  hand,  a  little  tin 
pail  in  the  other.  For  awhile  he  stood  watching  mo 
land  one  or  two  good  fish.  Then  a  peculiarly  polite 
expression  came  over  his  face,  and  he  begged  to 
know  if  it  would  inconvenience  me  if  he  fished. 

"  '  No,  indeed,'  I  said  quickly.  '  Where  are  you 
going  to  begin  ?  ' 

"  '  There,'  he  replied,  pointing  to  an  incline  over 
which  the  water  rushed  like  lightning. 

"  '  You  can't  catch  fish  there,'  I  said  ;  for  I  did 
not  bolievo  it  possible  that  a  fish  could  maintain 


itself  in  such  an  avalanche  of  water,  or  that  lie  could 
keep  his  bait  from  being  swept  to  the  bottoni  of  the 
sliute. 

"  However,  he  tied  on  a  chunk  of  lead,  hooked  a 
liv(i  minnow  to  the  end  of  th(!  r'jpo  which  served  as  a 
line,  and  hurled  bait  and  sinker  into  the  foam.  The 
sinker  was  carried  a  few  yards  down  the  incline,  and 
finally  stuck  among  the  stones. 

"  '  Now  the  gracious  gentleman  shall  see  what  ho 
shall  see,'  observed  the  head-forester  ;  and  the  next 
moment,  to  my  horror,  he  lifted  bodily  from  the 
torrent  a  liugo  trout.  The  fish  fell  on  the  stones, 
bouncing  like  a  football  ;  the  forester  calmly  gave 
it  the  coup  de  grd'ie,  and  lifted  it  on  my  pocket  scale 
— .^Ib.,  less  an  ounce,  and  21  in.  long. 

"  To  see  a  noble  trout  of  that  size  jerked  from  the 
element  with  a  young  tree  for  a  pole  and  a  cable  for 
a  line  is  peculiarly  painful  to  any  angler.  But  I  said 
nothing  ;  the  good  forester  would  not  liave  under- 
stood. One  thing,  however,  was  certain — no  trout 
of  that  size  had  ever  even  winked  his  eye  at  any  fly 
I  had  thrown  on  the  pools  of  the  Red  Valepp.  Let 
the  reader  draw  his  own  conclusions  and  point  his 
own  morals  if  he  has  any." 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  ' 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


BAIT  FISHING  FOR  GRAYLING. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "Thymallus"  will  drop  me  a  line 
I  shall  be  very  pleased  indeed  to  answer  any  queries 
relative  to  bait  fishing  for  grayling,  an  art,  which 
you  know  well,  I  have  practised  regularly  during 
the  winter  months  for  the  past  forty  years. 

We  also  hold  full  stock  of  Mr.  Pritt's  "  Book  of 
the  Grayling,"  small  size  9s.  6d.,  published  at 
123.  6d.  ;  and  large  edition  de  luxe  15s.,  published 
at  25s.  ;  also  my  own  work,  "  Grayling  and  How  to 
Catch  Them,"  price  2s.  6d.,  all  post  free. 

I  am  at  present  engaged  upon  a  new  work  on 
grayling  fishing  of  a  more  up-to-date  character 
than  the  last-named  work. — Yours  faithfully, 

Francis  M.  Walbran. 

38a,  Wellington-street,  Leeds. 

P.S. — If  "Thymallus"  looks  into  the  "Salmon 
and  Trout  "  volume  of  the  Badminton  Library  he 
will  find  an  article  which  I  contributed  to  your 
journal  over  twenty  years  ago  on  the  above  subj^fc 
and  which  Mr.  C.  H.  Pennell  did  me  the  honour  3T 
transcribing  literally,  as  also  did  the  American 
Fit  Id. 


MORE  TRUTH. 
Dear  Sir, —  -■ 

"  Some  '  tales  '  are  lies  fra  end  to  end. 

And  some  great  lies  were  never  penned. 

But  this  that  I  am  gavm  to  tell 

Is  just  as  true's  the  diel's  in  hell  or  Dublin  City." 
I  was  favoured  with  an  invitation  from  the  clans- 
man to  join  the  annual  fishing  match  of  his  club, 
and  I  was  tempted  to  accept  by  the  prospect  of  a 
good  dinner  after  the  match,  not  to  mention  the 
chance  of  securing  one  of  the  gold  medals  given 
as  "  visitors'  "  prizes.  As  the  members  of  his  club 
are  jolly  good  fellows,  and  most  pleasant  company, 
I  accepted  with  much  pleasure.  In  due  course  we 
reached  the  banks  of  the  Swale,  and  proceeded  to 
fish  ad  lib.,  sport  being  a  trifle  "  off  "  for  most  of 
us,  my  own  catch  consisting  chiefly  of  gudgeon,  for 
which,  sure  enough,  I  got  a  gold  medal  !  The  clans- 
man fished  like  a  demon,  and  came  in  well  up  the 
members'  list  of  prize-wirmers.  But  what  I  wish  to 
commimicate  to  brother  anglers  is  that  most  mar- 
vellous thing  that  happened  to  my  friend  when  we 
went  out  after  the  "  weighing  in  "  to  explore  the 
innkeeper's  small  orchard.  We  tr.'ed  all  ways  to 
knock  the  apples  off  the  trees,  throwing  pieces  of 
stick  and  suchlike.  At  last  the  clansman  climbed 
up  one  of  the  trees  and  vigorously  shook  the  branches, 
bringing  down  showers  of  the  fruit.  When  he 
thought  he  had  given  us  enough  he  proceeded  to 
climb  down,  but  when  not  far  off  the  groimd  he 
hurriedly  climbed  up  again.  However,  having  got 
as  many  apples  as  we  wanted,  we  selfishly  walked 
away.  When  we  were  having  a  smoke  after  dinner 
the  clansman  explained  why  he  climbed  back  into 
the  tree  top.  "  When  near  the  ground,  I  happened 
to  look  up,  and  to  my  great  surprise  I  saw  a  watch 
hanging  by  its  chain  to  a  branch  well  towards  the 
top,  so  I  at  once  climbed  up  to  it  without  saying  a 
word  to  any  of  you.  Judge  of  my  siu'prise  when 
on  taking  hold  of  the  article  I  found  the  stray 
watcli  was  my  own  !  It  had  got  pulled  out  of  my 
pocket  by  one  of  the  branches."  I  think  the  clans- 
man was  lucky  !  Had  he  not  foimd  that  watch  its 
loss  would  have  been  a  puzzle  to  him  for  the  rest 
of  his  days. 

Another  day  we  were  together  trying  for  grayling ; 
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he  was  not  so  lucky.  Whilst  we  were  putting  our 
fishing  gear  into  working  order  he  quickly  asked 
ine,  "  would  I  come  here  a  minute  V  "  "  Certainly," 
Haid  I,  "  what  is  it  ?  "  When  I  got  up  to  him  he 
seemed  to  be  softening  a  piece  of  gut  in  his  mouth. 
"  Will  you  cut  out  this  fly  which  has  got  stuck  in 
my  mouth  ?  "  Here  goes  for  my  first  surgical 
operation,  thought  I,  pulling  out  my  knife,  but  when 
I  looked  into  his  mouth  and  saw  the  fly  stuck  into 
his  tongue  up  to  the  bend,  I  funked.    "  Man  !  " 

I  said,  "however  did  you  drive  the  hook  so  deep 
in  as  that  ?  "  "  Oh,  I  just  gave  it  a  pull,  thinking 
to  tear  it  out  !  "  Well,  I  cut  off  the  gut,  leaving 
the  fly  sticking  there,  and  my  friend  the  clansman 
proceeded  to  fish  as  coolly  as  if  angling  with  a  fly 
stuck  in  his  gills  was  the  most  natural  thing  in  the 
world  !    "  How  did  you  get  it  out  ?  "  I  asked  him 

II  day  or  two  after.  "  Oh,  I  just  looked  in  the  glass 
to  see  how  it  was  stuck,  and  pulled  it  out  with  my 
pliers  !  "  And  I  had  been  expecting  to  hear  of  a 
surgical  operation  at  the  infirmary  !  My  best 
wishes  for  a  happy  New  Year. — Yours  truly, 

T.  G.  D. 

P.S.— This  is  really  true  in  every  detail. 

[It  does  not  matter  whether  true  or  not.  Those 
who  believe  an  angler  will  believe  in  this — I  do,  of 
course  ;  in  fact,  I  nearly  lost  my  watch  in  the  same 
way  once  through  the  chain  catching  in  a  thorn 
bush  in  getting  over  an  awful  hedge.  I  thouglit 
the  story  the  old  angler  of  nearly  ninety  told  u.s 
last  week  about  that  eel  was  fine  and  true — the 
real  fish  story  beats  the  fish  lie  every  time. — Ed.] 


slowly  and  majestically  following  the  seductive 
wobbling  bait,  just  a  "foot  behind.  The  angler's 
feelings  at  such  a  crisis  are  not  to  be  realised  in 
any  other  form  of  pike  fishing,  any  more  than  that 
moment  of  glorious  certainty,  when  a  steady  strike 
drives  one  of  the  triangles  of  the  flight  fast  into 
those  capacious  jaws.  I  admit  the  reverse  side  of 
the  picture  is  not  so  cheering,  and  unfortunately 
of  rather  more  frequent  occurrence. 

It  is  said  that  big  pike  come  very  "  dourly  "  to  a 
spinning  bait,  but  s\ich  has  not  been  my  own 
experience.  The  two  largest  fish  we  ever  killed, 
'iSJlb.  and  311b.,  besides  several  more  over  201b., 
all  fell  to  our  favourite  method — a  wobbling  dace 
or  sprat  on  an  Abbey  Mills  spinner.  Our  other 
specimen  pike — that  is,  over  201b. — have  fallen  to 
the  live-bait,  the  total  result  being  almost  exactly 
equal  by  the  two  methods  for  the  big  fish. 

Spinning  is  undoubtedly  the  most  deadly  method 
of  taking  the  smaller  fish  up  to  151b.,  especially  in 
still  water.  Whether  this  also  applies  to  fish  over 
that  weight  is  a  very  debatable  question.  Apolo- 
gising for  so  long  a  letter — Yours  truly. 

Fly  Fisher.s'  Club.  M.  R.  L.  White. 

THOSE  FROME  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — A  London  angler,  fi.shing  on  the  River 
Froine,  caught,  amongst  other  roach  and  dace,  a 
fine  specimen  roach — weight,  21b.  So/,,  good.  It  was 
sent  on  to  Cooper's  to  be  set  up,  and  weighed 
21b.  2oz.  three  days  later. — Yours  truly,  Avon. 

Trowbridge. 


is  that  sold  by  the  Formalin  Company,  St.  Mary-at- 
Hill,  London,  E.C.  This  is  standardised,  and 
contains  forty  per  cent,  of  formic  aldehyde."] 


HOW  TO   EXTERMINATE  STICKLEBACKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  through 
the  medium  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  best  way  to 
get  rid  of  sticklebacks  in  a  small  reservoir  ?  I  do  not 
think  we  should  be  allowed  to  let  the  water  off.  I 
have  been  told  the  best  plan  is  to  turn  some  big 
perch  in ;  another  suggests  trout.  There  are  a 
great  number  of  sticklebacks  in  the  water. — Yours 
truly,  G.  E.  A. 

TO  PREPARE  A  LAKE  FOR  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  anxious  to  prepare,  as  well  a^  T 
can,  a  small  lake  for  rainbow  trout.  I  have  had  as 
much  water  as  possible  drained  off,  and  the  rest 
pumped  out.  I  have  killed  all  the  pike  and  coarse 
fish  1  could  find,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  are 
still  some  holes  where  the  water  lies,  and  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  get  these  places  quite  dry. 

Will  you,  therefore,  or  any  of  your  readers,  advise 
me  what  1  can  put  into  these  holes  to  kill  any  small 
fish  that  may  be  the.e,  and  is  there  any  fear  of 
spawn  being  in  the  mud,  of  which  there  is  a  good 
quantity  ?  I  do  not  intend  to  "  mud  "  the  lake,  but 
to  let  it  dry  as  much  as  possible  before  I  turn  the 
water  in — say,  next  February  or  March,  and  then 
stock  it  with  the  rainbow  trout. — Yours  truly, 

Thos.  Kingscote.  ; 


AN  ANGLER'S  RHYME. 
Dear  Sir, — An  acquaintance  wanted  to  go  fishing 
with  me  ;  he  had  never  had  a  rod  in  his  hand — at 
least,  at  the  water-side.  As  he  was  going  on  his 
three  weeks'  holiday  he  desired  to  get  some  tips 
how  to  circumvent  the  wary  trout.  As  it  was  not 
convenient  for  either  of  us  to  go  during  the  daytime, 
we  made  up  our  minds  to  have  a  night  of  it.  Being 
the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  May,  I  expected 
good  fishing  in  the  early  morning.  Well  prepared 
with  everything  necessary,  wo  started  from  the 
railway  station  in  Edinburgh  ;  some  ominous  black 
clouds  made  their  appearance  in  the  east  before 
arriving  at  our  destination.  The  preliminaries  over, 
we  pledged  each  other  with  a  small  drop  of  the  best 
Ben  Nevis  for  a  successful  night's  fishing.  A  change 
came  over  the  scene,  the  night  turned  cold — more 
like  November  than  the  month  of  May — the  wind 
blew  from  the  north-east,  the  rain  came  down. 
As  fly  fishing  was  out  of  the  question,  we  started 
with  bait. 

An  Angler's  Rhyme. 
A  friend  and  I  at  the  water-side  , 
All  night  there  we  did  abide.  ' : 

To  catch  some  trout  was  our  intention — 
How  many  we  caught  I  will  not  mention. 
The  wind  blew  strong  from  the  nor' -east. 
Good  for  neither  man  nor  beast. 
The  night  was  cold  and  very  wet, 
I  hope  no  harm  we  will  get. 
Sandwiches  to  last  all  night. 
They  were  all  put  out  of  sight.  '' 
The  good  old  kirk,  the  mountain  dew. 
Did  not  last  the  whole  night  through. 
Misfortunes  seldom  do  come  single, 
With  pleasures  often  they  do  mingle. 
My  friend  he  was  to  blame — 
He  set  the  matches  in  a  flame. 
For  us  now  that  was  no  joke. 
We  could  not  get  a  soothing  smoke. 
The  night  was  spent  with  songs  and  speeches 
That  resounded  up  the  river  reaches. 
Daylight  came  a  happy  relief. 
We  packed  up,  forgot  our  grief. 
Linton  town  not  far  away. 
Both  of  us  to  there  did  stray. 
But  first  into  a  coffee  shop  and  ordered  breakfast 
warm. 

Our  stockings  changed  I  hope  we'd  take  no  harm. 

Then  next  to  the  hotel  we  went, 

Before  we  took  the  train. 

Met  some  friends  in  the  place — 

I  hope  we'll  meet  again. 

These  are  some  of  the  pleasures  of  the  pro- 
verbial fool. 
Who  thinks  it  right  to  fish  all  night. 
Holding  rod  over  stream  and  pool. 
Anglers,  you  and  I  together. 
Look  down  in  the  pool,  we  can  there  see  the  fool 
Reflected  in  a  mirror. 
— Yours  truly,  M.  Winxay. 

Leith. 

P.S. — The  friend  I  had  with  me  that  miserable 
night  is  an  apt  scholar,  and  is  now  a  keen  angler. 
A  few  weeks  after  being  with  me  he  went  to  the 
same  water  and  caught  thirteen  trout,  weighing  over 
41b.  I  had  the  pleasxire  of  being  presented  with  four 
of  the  best  from  his  basket.  My  friend  finds  angling 
so  pleasant ;  he  says  for  the  future  he  will  spend  all 
his  spare  time  at  the  water-side  ^  


FISHING  NEAR  PRESTON. 
Dear  Sir, — An  inquirer  asks  about  the  Ribble 
and  other  local  waters.  I  know  nothing  about  the 
Ribble,  but  my  information  as  to  other  waters  may 
be  worth  having.  The]  river  Wyre  runs  within 
eight  or  nine  miles  of  Preston.  At  St.  Michael's  it 
contains  trout,  perch,  roach,  and  pike.  Angling 
tickets  are  6d.  a  day  at  the  local  hotel.  At  Garstang 
and  Churchtown  the  Preston  Angling  Association 
have  the  river.  Higher  up  the  Wyresdale  Fishery 
has  about  seven  miles  all  really  good  water.  A 
letter  to  the  secretary  at  Scorton  will  bring  a  reply 
giving  details  as  to  cost.  The  Wyre  is  a  moderately 
good  trout  river,  and  in  its  preserved  lengths  it  is 
extra  good.  In  autumn  some  very  good  sea  fish 
are  to  be  obtained  if  there  is  anything  like  a  head 
of  water  to  carry  them  up.  After  the  Wyre,  the 
canal  comes  next.  About  Garstang  and  Brock 
there  is  decent  fishing — roach  and  perch,  and  eels 
and  pike.  At  Brock  Mr.  Harold  Jackson  a  year  or 
so  ago  turned  in  a  number  of  fine  perch  when  he 
netted  Lake  Buttermere  before  turning  it  into  a 
trout  preserve.  The  Preston  Angling  Association 
has  a  length  of  the  canal.  Other  portions  are  in 
the  company's  own  hands,  and  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Thurston,  the  engineer.  Castle  Station,  Lancaster, 
will  secure  a  yearly  permit  for  2s.  6d. — Yours  truly, 
Lancaster.  E.  Phillips. 


CARP  V.  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth's  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  26  a  few  welcome 
suggestions  as  to  the  way  to  deal  with  the  carp  in 
my  lake. 

Referring  to  the  doubt  he  casts  on  the  rises  I 
saw  being  small  trout,  I  can  only  say  that  I  did  not 
know  what  fish  the  rises  were  made  by,  till  I  tried, 
and  found  them  to  be  6in.  trout. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  W.  L.  Radford's  queries  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  19,  we  have  always 
foimd  the  Jardine  snap  satisfy  all  our  requirements 
when  live-baiting.  I  have  also  used  it  when  pressed 
as  a  spinning  flight,  and  found  it  far  from  ineffective. 
The  hooks  should  be  fairly  large  and,  above  all, 
sharp.  The  Pennell  also  is  good,  but  the  percentage 
of  runs  to  fish  is  much  greater  than  with  the  Jardine. 
Striking  the  fish  when  using  the  latter  is  a  misnomer, 
a  steady  draw  being  much  more  effective,  and  it 
saves  the  possibility  of  the  tackle  breaking  when 
there  is  a  large  pike  on  the  other  end.  Above  all, 
the  draw  should  be  done  with  the  rod  as  near 
horizontal  as  possible.  A  vertical  draw  simply 
drives  the  hooks  against  the  fish's  impenetrable 
upper  jaw. 

I  should  like  to  raise  another  interesting  question, 
namely,  what  is  the  largest  pike  ever  taken  on  a 
spinning  bait  in  this  country  :  I  would,  of  course, 
utterly  bar  the  tame  and  uninteresting  method  of 
trolling,  by  which  95  per  cent,  of  all  Irish  pike,  large 
and  small,  are  taken.  No,  I  mean  proper  casting  in 
either  the  Thames  or  Nottingham,  or,  indeed,  any 
other  style,  either  from  bank  or  boat. 
t»  As  this  is  par  excellence  the  way  to  catch  pike, 
after  a  proper  experience  of  which  all  other  methods 
of  taking  them  are  comparatively  tame,  it  follows 
that  the  capture  of  a  large  pike  in  this  manner  is 
the  best  fortune  that  can  attend  the  pike  angler. 

Surely  there  is  nothing  in  the  sport  to  beat  the 
sight  of  an  enormous  pike,  of,  say,  201b.  and  upwards. 


ROACH  OF  3lb.  lOJoz. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Evening  News  of  Nov.  21  is 
responsible  for  the  following  :— 

"  Roach  Weighs  3lb.  lOJoz. 
"  A  large  number  of  roach — fifty  weighing  21b., 
the  heaviest  31b.  lOJoz.,  which  is  believed  to  be  a 
record  for  the  United  Kingdom — were  discovered 
when  one  of  the  Bristol  waterworks  reservoirs  was 
cleaned  out. 

"  The  previous  record  was  claimed  for  a  fish 
caught  at  Malmesbury  in  1884,  and  awarded  the 
silver  cup  at  Birmingham  Exhibition  last  year  for 
the  best  specimen  fish." 

Now,  some  of  us  old  roach  anglers  have  been  run- 
ning all  over  the  kingdom  to  obtain  a  21b.  specimen 
roach,  and  yet  here  they  are  fifty  a  time  !  An  old 
roach  fisherman  who  has  angled  in  all  the  best 
English  waters  read  above  report,  and  sadly  sighed, 
and  like  the  sacristan  in  Ingoldsby's  "  Nell  Cook  " — 
"  He  said  no  word 

And  ne'er  expressed  a  doubt, 
But  put  his  thumb  imto  his  no.se 
And  spread  his  fingers  out." 
— Yours  truly,  A.  Hobson. 

THE  3lb.  lOJoz.  "ROACH." 
Dear  Sir, — The  roach  31b.    lOJoz.  caught  at 
Barrow  Gurney,  when  one  of  our  reservoirs  there 
was  run  out  for  cleansing  purposes,  is  being  set 
up  by  Mr.  Hutton,  Broad  Quay,  Bristol. 

There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  weight,  nor  as  to  its 
being  a  true  roach. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  J.  Alexander. 
Water  Works  Office,  Bristol,  Nov.  30. 

[Hearing  that  an  enormous  roach  had  been  caught 
in  one  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's 
reservoirs,  I  wrote  to  the  secretary  and  general 
manager  and  he  very  kindly  replies  as  above.  I 
have  written  to  Mr.  Hutton  for  a  photograph,  as 
it  is  an  extraordinary  fish  if  it  is  a  roach. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  CORSICA. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you,  or  any  of  your  readers, 
kindly  give  me  any  information  about  the  trout 
fishing  in  Corsica  ?  By  so  doing  it  would  greatly 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  H.  M.  Miller. 


TO  PICKLE  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  desirous  of  pickling  a  few 
bleak,  or  "willow  blades"  as  we  call  them,  for  use 
as  a  spinning  bait.  I  had  a  receipt  for  the  purpose, 
but  somehow  have  lost  it.  Can  you  kindly  inform 
me  through  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  exact  portions 
and  names  of  materials  used  ? — Yours  truly, 

Sheffield.  Thomas  Burton. 

["Thoroughly  clean  the  bleak  from  all  glut  (by 
placing  them  in  a  colander  and  allowing  the  water 
to  run  freely  over  them  from  the  tap,  mixing  them 
well  with  very  clean  hands).  Have  ready  a  clean, 
wide-mouthed  bottle  ;  place,  say,  three  dozen  in  it, 
then  add  as  much  water  so  as  to  merely  cover 
them,  adding  a  teaspoonful  of  formalin.  After 
lying  in  this  for  two  or  three  days  only,  take  them 
out  and  wipe  them  with  a  dry  cloth  ;  again  clean 
bottle  and  place  bleak  with  same  quantity  of 
water  and  one  half  teaspoonful,  sealing  up  bottle 
airtight  with  wax.    The  best  preparation  of  formalin 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Fisheries,  Naval,  and  Shipping  Exhibition  at 
Earl's  Court,  May  to  October,  1905 — Another 
Tournament. 

Earl's  Court  Exhibition  next  year  is  to  be 
Fisheries,  Naval,  and  Shipping,  and,  needless  to  say, 
it  will  be  a  success.  Earl's  Court  is  easily  within 
the  reach  of  the  millions  of  London  and  her  visitors 
— this  gives  it  an  immense  advantage.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  a  movement  is  on  foot  to  bring  about 
another  fly-casting  tournament,  and  I  hope  one 
for  bait-casting  may  also  be  arranged,  although 
space  for  the  latter  is,  I  fear,  very  limited.  If  the 
suggestion  is  carried  out  that  all  casts  touching 
the  water  behind  are  not  to  count — and  there  is  no 
doubt  it  ought  to  be — then  it  will  be  rather  difficult 
to  get  water  enough  ;  it  may,  in  fact,  be  necessary 
to  do  as  the  Americans  do — make  a  temporary  long 
shallow  tank,  pcssibly  to  add  to  existing  water. 
It  would  Ije  a  thousand  pities  not  to  have  the 
salmon  casting.  There  are  to  be  loan  collections 
of  specimen  fish  in  cases,  exhibits  of  fishing  tackle 
for  fresh  and  salt  water  fishing,  fish  culture,  etc. 


Fishing  in  Jamaica  not  of  Much  Account. 

It  seems  that  some  time  in  1903  I  published  some 
account  of  fishing  in  Jamaica  which  was  "  highly 
coloured."  A  friend  who  goes  touring  about  the 
'  orld  looking  for  good  fishing,  writing  on  Nov.  10 
)  me  from  Mexico,  where  he  has  gone  after  tarpon 
(<i  some  other  big  fish,  says  :  — 

"  My  experience  personally  of  the  fishing  to  be 
obtained  during  the  tourist  season — say,  from  begin- 
ning of  November  to  end  of  April — in  Jamaica  may 
not  be  without  interest  to  you  as  opposed  to  the 
glowing  possibilities  described  by  a  visitor  to  the 
island  (Mr.  Benson,  I  think  the  name  was)  in  a 
I'  tter  to  your  paper  some  time  in  1903. 

"  As  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  the  author 
of  the  letter,  whoever  ho  may  have  been,  had  had 
no  personal  experience  of  fishing  in  Jamaica,  but 
irnply  wrote  of  what  he  had  been  told,  and  as  his 
.ission  in  visiting  the  island  and  to  deliver  lectures 

-forty  I  think  was  the  number — on  his  return  was 
to  'boom'  the  i.sland,  he  very  naturally  painted 
the  picture  in  most  roseate  tints. 


"  I  had  good  introductions  to  men  fond  of  fishing, 
and  who  had  resided  a  considerable  time  in  the 
island  or  else  were  bom  there,  so  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  information  and  advice  I  received  were  of 
the  best  available  ;  be  this  as  it  may  however,  in  all 
my  fishing  at  the  various  places  I  visited  my  total 
catch  was  either  five  or  six  fish  ;  I  forget  which. 
The  largest  did  not  exceed  31b.  in  weight,  and  were 
composed  of  different  and  very  ordinary  kinds.  I 
was  recommended  to  visit  Milk  River,  said  to  be 
the  best  place  for  tarpon  in  the  island.  I  did  so, 
spending  three  weeks  on  one  occasion  and  a  week  on 
a  second.  During  my  first  visit  I  certainly  did  hook 
two  fish,  which,  judging  from  their  appearance, 
were  tarpon,  and  which  did  not,  I  judged,  exceed 
81b.  in  one  case  and  31b.  to  5lb.  in  the  other,  but  they 
both  got  away,  and,  though  I  generally  fished  twice 
a  day  during  my  stay,  I  did  not  hook  or  see  another. 
I  was  advised  to  try  Black  River,  but  on  the  few 
occasions  I  went  out  I  did  not  get  even  one  bite,  and 
the  same  luck  awaited  me  at  Montego  Bay  and 
St.  Ann's  Bay,  on  the  north  side  of  the  island. 
Mountain  mullet  are  scarce,  I  believe,  at  any  time  ; 
the  few  there  are  are  further  reduced  by  being  netted 
by  the  negroes. 

"  Not  only  had  I  no  fishing  worthy  of  the  name 
during  my  six  months'  visit,  but  I  did  not  hear  of 
anyone  else  having  any ;  a  gentleman  living  at  Black 
River,  and  whom  I  met  after  leaving  there,  said  the 
tarpon  had  come  in  for  a  day  or  two  after  I  had  left 
after  some  shoals  of  small  fish,  and  so  close  to  the 
shore  that  one  could  hit  them  with  a  stick,  but  to 
my  inquiry  if  anyone  had  caught  any,  I  could  not 
ascertain  that  anyone  had. 

"  Barracouta,  Jew- fish,  and  other  monsters  are 
caught  o£E  the  coast,  but  not  until  June.  I  was  told 
the  best  months  for  fishing  for  these  large  fish  was 
from  June  to  October.  I  met  a  gentleman  who  had 
heard  wonders  of  the  fishing  at  Milk  River;  and 
spent  a  fortnight  or  so  there  six  or  twelve  months 
before  I  was  there,  and  he  told  me  he  did  not  catch 
a  fish  of  any  description  the  whole  time.  I 
tried  fresh  bait  of  different  kinds,  spoons,  silver 
and  other  phantoms,  and  spinners,  all  with  the  same 
result.  Whether  the  fish  have  temporarily  deserted 
their  old  haunts  or  not  I  cannot  say,  but  it  is  very 
misleading  to  induce  anyone  to  visit  Jamaica  in  the 
expectation  of  getting  good  fishing,  at  all  events 
during  the  usual  tourist  season. 

"  The  mongoose  has  practically  exterminated  the 
pea-fowl,  etc.,  that  used  to  abound,  and,  beyond 
wild  deer,  there  is  no  shooting.  The  only  sport 
there  is  to  be  had  is  shooting  crocodiles,  or  alligators 
as  they  are  erroneously  known  as.  These  abound  in 
certain  districts  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  and 
I  was  told  attain  a  length  of  14ft.  to  15ft.,  though 
the  largest  I  accounted  for  measured  9ft.  4in.'i 

A  Lucky  Capture. 

The  other  day  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  able 
to  buy  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Westwood^  own  finely- 
bound  copy  of  his  invaluable  Bihliotheca  Piscatoria, 
with  his  book-plate,  and  with  extra  leaves  at  the  end, 
on  which  he  had  carefully  pasted  reviews  of  his  work, 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  all  the  papers  spoke  quite  as 
highly  of  it  as  I  did  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  when  it 
came  out  in  1883.  A  more  valuable  and  interesting 
work  for  the  lover  of  angling  literature  was  never 
published.  In  1901  I  brought  out  a  supplement  to 
the  Bihliotheca  Piscatoria,  but  found  it  impossible  to 
give  anything  like  so  much  space  to  the  books  as 
Mr.  Westwood  did;  the  fact  is,  these  very  useful 
works  do  not  pay,  and  should  be  produced  by 
Government. 

A  Large  Avon  Pike. 

The  Bournemouth  Daily  Echo,  of  Dec.  2,  states 
that  "  a  pike  weighing  35|lb.,  and  measuring 
3ft.  6in.,  was  caught  in  the  Avon,  near  Christ- 
church,  on  Nov.  29,  by  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  of  the 
Westbourne  Hotel,  Bournemouth.  Live  bait  with 
jardine  snack  tackle  were  used,  and  the  landing 
of  the  fish  occupied  about  fifteen  minutes.'- 

The  editor  must  have  been  misinformed,  as  "  One 
Who  Knows '-  writes  to  me  as  follows  : — 

"  This  fish  was  25|lb.,  not  35|lb.'i 

Since  this  was  written  the  following  correction 
has  appeared  in  the  Bournemouth  Daily  Echo : — 

"  The  pike  caught  in  the  Christchurch  Avon  by 
Mr.  W.  Marshall  weighed  25pb.,  not  35:flb.  as 
reported.  The  latter  was  the  weight  mentioned  in 
the  paragraph  supplied  to  us.'- 


Pacific  Coast  Salmon  take  the  Fly. 

Mr.  R.  T.  Annan  kindly  sends  me  this  reply  to 
my  inquiry  :  — 

"  Deak  Sir,— With  reference  to  your  question  as 
to  Pacific  Coast  salmon  having  Vjcen  taken  with  the 
fiy,  I  may  say  that,  in  th(!  autumn  of  1890,  I  hap- 
pened to  be  staying  with  a  friend  in  Southern 
Oregon,  whose  ranch  was  on  the  North  Umpguan 
River.  While  fishing  in  it  for  small  sea-trout, 
which  were  fairly  plentiful,  I  on  several  occasions 
hooked  and  landed  salmon.  These  fish  took  a 
good-sized  Green  and  Grouse  sea-trout  fly,  and 
made  a  good  rise.  They  were  about  15lb.  weight, 
but  dark  in  the  colour  and  not  particularly  good  for 
the  table.  I  think  we  were  about  .50  miles  from  the 
sea,  but  cannot  be  sure  of  this  as  I  do  not  have  a 
map  at  hand.  However,  this  could  be  easily  ascer- 
tained as  we  were  about  8  miles  from  the  town  of 
Roseburg.  The  local  paper  there  had  an  article 
on  these  fish  being  caught  with  fly  as  one  of  their  con- 
tributors happened  to  see  me  landing  one  of  them, 
and  it  was  considered  a  somewhat  unusual  occur- 
rence. The  local  '  lures  '  were  chiefly  raw  beef  and 
salmon  roe,  and,  best  of  all,  dynamite.  _  v^.  t1_L-j 
"  Scottish  Conservative  Club,  i  ii.j 

"  Edinburgh.'^  1 
I  think  Mr.  Annan's  letter  settles  the  question. 

Charming  Christmas  Presents. 

Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  of  137,  St.  .Tohn-street- 
road,  London,  have  on  sale  some  very  attractive 
oil  paintings  of  fish  by  Mr.  Rowland  Knight,  which 
they  are  offering  at  what  seem  to  me  to  be  very 
moderate  prices.  The  paintings  are  in  three  sizes — 
18in.  by  12in.,  22inj  by  24in.,  and  20in.  by  30in. — 
and  the  prices  range  from  £1  Is.  to  £1  10s.  each. 
They  make  capital  ornaments  for  the  angler's 
smoking  room,  and  are  very  suitable  for  presents. 
Messrs.  Carter  will  send  on  approval  I  see  from 
their  advertisement  of  the  pictures.  1  ^■ 

R.  B.  Maeston,- 


FISH  CULTUEE. 


THE  HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO., 
STIRLING,  N.B. 

Extracts  from  the  Report  for  the  Season 
1904-1905. 

"  The  Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  in  issuing 
the  price-list  for  season  1904-1905,  have  much 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  past  season  has  again 
been  a  most  successful  one,  and  that  large  orders 
are  already  booked  for  the  coming  season ;  espe- 
cially is  this  the  case  for  ova.  The  fish  are  spawn- 
ing earlier  than  usual  this  season,  and  we  expect  to 
be  in  a  position  to  forward  large  quantities  of  ova 
before  and  after  Christmas.  We  have  been  con- 
tinuing our  usual  practice  of  periodically  introducing 
fresh  blood  in  the  shape  of  pure-bred  stock  from 
the  best  sources,  with  the  result  that  our  breeding 
stock  is  maintained  at  the  same  high  level  of  excel- 
lence. An  extra  strong  and  vigorous  progeny  is 
thus  ensured  in  ova  and  young  fish,  which  we  have 
now  for  sale.  Our  patrons  will  benefit  accordingly. 
The  Howietoun  Fishery  is  the  largest  producer  of 
ova,  as  of  fish,  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  we  have 
this  year  succeeded  in  increasing  the  quantities  we 
can  supply.  Even  so,  however,  it  now  appears 
probable  that  we  shall  not  be  able  this  season  to 
execute  all  orders.  In  view  of  this  fact,  therefore, 
and  also  of  the  forwardness  of  the  season,  we  would 
ask  those  of  our  customers  who  want  ova  to  send  in 
their  orders  as  early  as  possible,  to  prevent  disap- 
pointment. We  would  specially  call  attention  to 
the  hardy  character  and  rapid  growth  of  our  young 
fish.  It  has  been  brought  before  our  attention  by 
numerous  appreciative  letters  of  customers,  and  is 
due  to  our  northerly  situation  and  cold  climate. 
The  result  is  that  the  fish  are  already  acclimatised 
for  the  stocking  of  rivers,  lakes,  etc.,  in  the  North. 
If  transplanted  to  the  South,  they  may  be  found  to 
be  a  little  smaller  to  start  with  than  fish  reared  in 
more  southern  latitudes,  but  will  always  in  a  short 
time  rapidly  outstrip  them  in  size.  The  earliest  ovc, 
will  be  ready  to  send  out  before  Christmas.  Earlv 
eggs'are  specially  recommended  for  those  who  u£i 
hatching-houses,  where  the  yoimg  fry  are  protected 
from  frost,  but  they  are  not  recommended  for  reddr^, 
except  in  the  mildest  parts  of  the  countrj'.  A  river, 
lake,  or  pond  may  be  stocked  successfully,  but  in 
different  places,  either  by  means  of  ova  sown  in 
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redds,  or  by  fry,  yearlings,  or  two-year-olds.  The 
difficulty  is  to  judge  how  the  best  return  can  be  got 
for  the  cost.  If  there  is  any  depth  of  water,  by  two- 
year-olds  will  always  be  the  safest  and  the  speediest 
mode  of  stocking,  but  in  many  lakes  and  some 
rivers,  the  quantity  of  fish  required  is  so  large  that, 
in  the  interest  of  due  economy,  time  must  be  sacri- 
ficed, and  some  mode  of  stocking  cheaper  than  by 
two-year-olds  resorted  to.  If  there  are  many  small 
gravelly  streams  suitable  for  young  fry  from 
alevinage  to  six  months  old,  and  clear  water  in 
abundance,  then  ova  sown  in  redds  is  undoubtedly 
the  best  method  ;  if  there  are  small  streams  feeding 
the  water  to  be  stocked,  but  not  sufficiently  clear  to 
ensure  the  success  of  ova  sown  in  redds,  then  three- 
month-old  fry  are  to  be  recommended ;  but  our 
experience  is  that  there  is  no  half-way  house  between 
ova  so\vn  in  redds  and  three-month-old  fry.  Younger 
fry  are  too  risky  ;  they  may  do,  but  only  where  ova 
would  do  as  well,  and  at  half  the  cost.  Ova  will  be 
forwarded  to  suit  the  convenience  of  purchasers  in 
any  stage  after  the  eye  spots  are  visible.  It  is 
recommended  that  generally,  and  especially  for 
redds,  ova  be  forwarded  on  the  point  of  hatching. 
Fry  are  forwarded  tliree  months  after  hatching — in 
April  and  May.  Yearlings  vary  from  2^  in.  to  Sin. 
from  November  to  June  ;  they  are  always  forwarded 
over  3in.,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  a  very  small 
percentage.  The  earliest  orders  obtain  the  best  fish, 
since  the  most  advanced  ponds  are  despatched  first. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  mistake  to  order  in  May,  as,  even  if 
there  then  be  surplus  yearlings  on  hand  (which  is 
very  uncertain),  they  are  the  latest  and  not  the  finest 
fish.  If  fish  are  required  late  in  the  season,  order 
early  and  have  them  reserved.  Yearlings  are,  par 
excellence,  the  size  for  general  purposes.  They  are 
strong  enough  to  find  their  own  food,  thus  avoiding 
the  princijial  cause  of  mortality  among  fry,  namely, 
starvation ;  they  are  easily  carried,  and  stand  the 
journey  well ;  they  accommodate  themselves  with 
the  greatest  facility  to  new  water ;  and  they  thrive 
so  fast  in  ponds  that  they  will  be  found  a  very  pro- 
fitable investment.  Two-year-olds  run  from  5in.  to 
9in.  from  November  to  June  ;  they  are  always  for- 
warded over  5.^in.,  and  are  recommended  when  sport 
in  the  shortest  possible  time  is  required.  Eyed  ova 
are  ready  in  December.  The  earliest  eggs  hatch 
about  Christmas.  Ova  can  be  delivered  after  the 
first  week  in  March.  Early  fry  are  ready  in  March. 
These  are  the  fry  of  the  oldest  breeders,  and  are 
the  best  for  English  waters.  May  fry  are  the  most 
suitable  for  Highland  waters.  Yearlings  should  be 
sent  to  England  in  January  and  February  ;  later 
than  this  the  carriage  is  much  heavier,  as  a  larger 
quantity  of  water  must  be  carried.  Two -year-olds 
are  ready  by  the  middle  of  November,  and. can  be 
safely  transported  after  the  first  fall  of  snow  at  the 
fishery." 


CONCEKNING  FLOATS. 


III.— THE  NORFOLK  FLOATS. 


{Continued  from  page  399.) 

The  reed  fioats  are  made  from  Norfolk  reeds  joined 
one  in  the  other,  and  they  are  made  from  6in.  to 
12in.  in  length,  the  size  generally  used  being  lOin. 
The  9in.  and  lOfin.  floats  here  shown  are  proper 
floats  for  fishing  heavy  currents,  such  as  the 
Yare,  etc.  Mr.  Rudd  (of  54,  London-street, 
Norwich)  absolutely  believes  in  a  black  float, 
but  in  this  case  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  he 
is  speaking  more  from  an  angler's  point  of  view 
than  the  fish's,  and  I  think  his  remarks  are  to  the 
point.  When  the  water  is  clear  in  certain  lights 
one  can  see  the  whole  of  a  lightly-coloured  float, 
and  when  fish  are  feeding  gingerly  it  is  difficult  to 
see  a  bite,  as  the  water-line  is  not  distinct.  Every 
angler  must  have  noticed  this,  and  to  obviate  it 
the  whole  of  the  float  under  water  is  black,  and  so 
is  invisible  to  the  angler.  I  have  known  quite  a 
number  of  old  anglers  who  were  very  partial  to 
black  floats,  and  this  may  account  for  it.  The  extra 
large  cannon-shot-like  white  and  red  top  is  also  a 
great  improvement.  These  floats  are  the  best  that 
can  be  used  for  deep  waters  ;  the  bait  sinks  quickly, 
nearly  all  the  swim  being  fished  over ;  they  carry 
a  lot  of  shot  and  are  sensitive  to  the  slightest  bile  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  many  anglers  prefer  quill  floats, 
and  these  arc  mostly  made  from  pelican  quills,  and 
used  for  such  very  heavy  waters  as  Buckenham,  on 
the  Yare,  also  a  turkey-quill,  such  as  are  used  for  the 
upper  waters.  These  long  floats  arc  much  preferred 
by  local  anglers  to  the  short  cork  floats,  as  they  are 


N91. 


No.  1.  Norwich  reed  float 
for  heavy  waters.  Body 
colour :  Pale  green. 

No.  2.  Typical  reed  float 
much  used  by  Norfolk  anglers 
up  to  9in.  in  length.  Body 
and  tail :  Black. 

^  This  mark  on  floats 
denotes  bindings. 


much  steadier  if  there  is  a  ripple,  and  also  much 
more  sensitive.  The  turkey-quill  is  also  an  excellent 
float  for  fishing  in  a  "  broad '-  or  other  still  water. 

THaee-PoSlTloN SKETCH  DY  Mr  RUDD. 
NORWICH. 

rULL  LENGTH  OF  f^BED 

floats! 


Position  CLfeiid> 
ofsivirji  wdhj 
float  iiud  to 


'hoUbmj  only.  arCci 
})2fiy  yvdter  diirhy  ' 


The  three  sketches  show  the  lOin.  reed  float 
referred  to  when  in  action  with  the  line  tied  to 
the  bottom  ring  as  well  as  when  used  with  a  capj 


December  10,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


417 


Although  many  Xorfolk  anglers  fix  their  floats  to 
the  lines  by  the  bottom  rings,  many  fix  them  by 
means  of  caps  as  -well.  For  large  floats  made  of 
reed  or  the  biggest  feathers  that  grow,  and  feattier 
or  quill  caps  are  not  obtainable,  then  rubber  caps 
cut  from  rubber  tubing  are  used.  With  respect  to 
the  colour  of  gut,  Mr.  Rudd  says  : — "  I  believe  in  a 
moderately -stained  gut.  Gut  is  transparent,  but  if 
used  white  it  glitters  ;  if  stained  black  it  is  no 
longer  transparent,  therefore  I  believe  in  a  gut  so 
stained  that  it  does  not  glitter  and  yet  is  transparent. 
As  to  the  colour  used,  it  does  not  matter  very 
much,  but  I  prefer  smoke  colour  for  summer  and 
sorrel  for  winter  fishing.  For  legering  I  mostly  use 
sorrel-coloured  gut,  for  it  generally  lies  on  a  muddy 
bottom  and  shows  less  than  any  other  colour.  With 
respect  to  the  colour  of  a  line  used  on  the  top  of 
water,  I  believe  that  we  have  all  been  going  on  the 
wrong  track,  and  that  the  proper  thing  is  white,  for 
the  fish  seeitfromundemeath — against  the  sky — and 
then  a  white  line  with  its  shadow  becomes  grey,  and 
grey  is  the  most  invisible  against  the  sky,  and  the 
same  maj-  be  said  of  floats."  When  fishing  in  clear 
water,  a  white  float  can  be  seen  for  its  whole  length, 
but  with  a  black-bottomed  one  only  the  top  shows 
to  the  angler  ;  so  he  can  more  easily  see  when  the 
upper  part  of  the  float  is  drawn  below  the  surface, 
but  the  fish  see  it  from  below,  and  white  is  most 
invisible  to  them.  A\Taich  is  best  to  use  ?  If  white 
is  most  invisible  to  the  fish,  all  these  greens,  blues, 
yellows,  browns,  reds,  chocolates,  and  maroons  are 
all  wTong,  and  the  only  anglers  that  are  right  are 
the  Trent  anglers  who  use  natural  goose  and  turkey 
quills  only,  with  red  tips ;  and  yet,  if  one  puts  a 
white  goose-quill  float  by  the  side  of  a  black  one  in 
a  glass  of  water,  they  are  both  very  conspicuous. 
Out  of  all  these  colours  there  must  be  one  which 
it  is  most  difficult  for  fish  to  see,  and  if  Mr.  Rudd 
is  right,  there  must  be  a  large  number  of  anglers 
wrong,  when  one  considers  what  monstrosities  of 
floats  they  use  and  swear  bj'.  "  As  black,"  Mr. 
Rudd  further  says,  "  is  best  for  the  angler  and  not 
objected  to  by  the  fish,  I  vote  for  black.  If  you 
have  white  the  fish  may  not  object  so  much,  but 
what  is  the  use  of  a  float  which  does  not  scare  fish 
if  the  angler  cannot  see  the  bite — and,  after  all, 
the  fish  are  at  the  bottom  while  the  float  is  at  the 
top  of  the  water."  Not  always,  by  any  means. 
In  the  hot  weather  roach  will  often  feed  some 
distance  ofi  the  bottom.  Many  old  anglers  are 
wrong  when  they  say  the  fish  cannot  see  a  black 
float.  Surely  they  can  see  anything  dark  against 
the  sky  ! 

Striking  tvith  Large  Floats. — When  the  strike  comes 
on  the  float  it  falls  over  {see  sketch) ;  the  weight 
of  the  float  being  carried  by  the  water,  that  is, 
resting  on  the  water,  and  is  not  felt  by  the  angler, 
whereas,  if  it  were  attached  to  the  top  and  bottom 
with  the  line  the  whole  weight  of  the  float  is  against 
a  quick  stroke.  Therefore,  I  conclude  that  the 
Norfolk  anglers  are  right  and  the  anglers  using  caps 
are  wrong.  Different  floats,  of  course,  are  made  to 
suit  difierent  waters,  and  Mr.  Rudd  sells  these  reed 
floats  from  Gin.  to  12in.  in  length.  On  a  broad, 
for  instance,  if  there  were  no  wind  a  short  Gin.  float 
would  be  used,  but  if  there  were  a  breeze  sufficient 
to  ripple  the  surface  an  Sin.  float  would  be  better, 
because  it  would  be  steadier.  On  the  upper  waters — 
say,  in  Gft.  of  water — a  Gin.  or  Sin.  float  is  used. 
In  Gft.  or  10ft.  of  water  on  the  middle  reaches  an 
Sin.  or  lOin.  float  is  used,  and  in  the  deep  water, 
where  the  tide  is  not  so  strong  as  to  require  a  leger, 
a  r2in.  reed  or  a  heavy  pelican  quill  float  would 
be  required.  The  advantage  in  fishing  with  the 
line  attached  to  the  bottom  ring  of  the  float  only 
is  that  when  one  gets  to  the  end  of  the  swim  the 
tip  of  the  float  is  pointing  doAvn  stream  and  not 
up  stream,  as  it  is  when  attached  by  a  cap  at  the 
tip  (see  sketch),  but,  in  spite  of  this  advantage, 
quite  as  many  anglers  fish  with  the  float  one  way 
as  the  other.  He  says: — "I  do  not  believe  in  a 
float  fixed  in  the  middle,  as  unless  you  fish  very  short 
swiw'  with  the  rod-tip  over  the  float,  the  stroke 
has  to  pull  the  whole  of  it  sideways,"  and  I  think 
many  anglers  will  agrf  e  with  him. 

dhrxisiwi  the  Reeds. — The  reeds  are  .selected  in  the 
autumn  when  they  are  hard,  and  suitable  lengths 
are  cut  from  V)etween  the  knots  of  reeds  of  the  right 
i/,e  for  the  centre  of  the  float,  smaller  pieces  of  reed 
1  re  inserted  into  these  lengths  from  above  and  below, 
:  nd  into  these  again  pieces  of  soft  pine.    When  the 
■  hole  of  the  pieces  have  been  firmly  cemented 
igether,  the  wood  portions  at  the  top  and  bottom 
:  re  tapered  off  to  the  correct  shape.    The  floats  are 
then  painted  to  the  desired  coloiirs,  bound  with  silk 


and  varnished.  The  general  colour  of  these  floats 
is  pale  green  or  black  below  the  water-line,  and 
white  above  with  a  red  tip. 

A  Float  TeM. — I  suggested  to  Mr.  Rudd  that  an 
angler  should  fish  a  3ft.  swim  with  a  black  float  six 
times,  and  the  same  swim  the  same  number  of 
times  with  a  white  one,  and  the  float  by  the  aid 
of  which  most  fish  were  caught  to  be  considered 
the  best ;  but  he  did  not  seem  to  think  it  would  be 
a  fair  trial — fish  were  such  kittle-cattle,  no  definite 
data  could  be  obtained. 

(To  he  cotUinued.) 


THE  JAPANESE  FISHEKY 
EXHIBIT  AT  THE  ST.  LOUIS 
EXHIBITION. 

(From  the  Official  Handhoolc.) 

For  a  long  time  the  export  of  our  fishery  products 
has  mainly  been  confined  to  China.  Only  a  few 
attempts  have  been  made  to  promote  trade  with 
Europe  and  America.  We  sent  exhibits  relating  to 
our  fisheries  to  almost  all  of  the  large  exhibitions 
in  different  countries  in  order  to  show  our  fisheries 
to  the  world,  but  not  with  the  aim  of  extending 
our  fish  markets  among  other  nations.  This  was 
because  we  could  not  until  lately  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  demands  of  foreign  markets,  although 
we  have  a  plentiful  supply  of  fish  which  may  be 
in  great  demand  in  America  and  other  countries. 
In  these  days,  however,  our  fisheries  have  materially 
developed  and  improved  in  many  respects,  and 
having  thought  this  exhibition  the  best  oppor- 
tunity to  open  our  trade,  we  have  carefully  selected 
the  exhibits  which  are  exported  now  or  which  may, 
we  think,  be  exported  in  the  future.  Some  of  these, 
therefore,  were  specially  prepared  in  the  fishery 
experimental  stations  and  fishery  schools.  When 
new  markets  are  opened,  many  private  enterprises 
will  arise  to  meet  the  demands. 

We  shall  give  a  brief  explanation  of  the  exhibits 
in  order  to  give  the  public  some  idea  of  the  different 
products. 

Sardines  and  anchovies  are  the  most  important 
food-fishes,  and  are  widely  distributed  in  the  waters 
of  the  Empire.  They  are  found  even  in  a  nearly 
fresh-water  lake  called  Hamanako,  communicating 
with  the  sea  by  a  shallow  strait.  Sardines  spawn 
from  February  to  June,  and  the  fr3'(reaches  maturity 
when  two  years  old.  The  spawning  season  of  the 
anchovy  continues  from  the  spring  to  the  autumn. 
These  fishes  are  caught  in  large  quantities  throughout 
the  year  with  seines,  drift-nets,  etc. 

Mackerel  is  also  very  widely  distributed,  and 
during  warm  seasons  it  enters  into  bays  and  the 
Inland  Sea.  Mackerel  are  caught  with  hand-lines, 
long-lines,  and  different  kinds  of  nets. 

Tai.—We.  have  two  kinds,  Pagrus  major  and 
P.  cardinalis.  Both  of  them  are  highly  prized  as 
the  most  delicious  food  fish.  P.  major  is  larger  in 
size  and  more  widely  distributed.  In  the  spring  it 
enters  into  the  Inland  Sea  and  bays  to  spawn. 
P.  cardinalis  spawns  in  the  autumn.  Immature 
forms  of  these  fish  resort  to  the  border  of  the 
grounds  where  the  eel-grass  is  growing. 

The  exhibited  kinds  of  crabs,  stuffed,  are  found 
in  the  deep  waters  of  the  Japan  Sea,  and  are  caught 
in  large  quantities  during  the  winter.  They  are 
sweet  in  taste,  and  are  much  esteemed. 

Prawns  are  caught  in  large  quantities  in  the  Inland 
Sea  and  bays,  chiefly  in  the  southern  half  of  the 
Empire.  We  have  exhibited  the  most  common 
kinds  in  the  market. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  ark-shells  exhibited — Area. 
granosa  and  A.  suhcrenata.  They  grow  in  shallow, 
muddy  inlets,  where  they  are  sometimes  cultivated. 

Corals. — Seven  kinds  of  corals,  belonging  to  the 
family  Coralliida',  are  found  on  the  Pacific  side  of 
our  coasts.  Three  species,  Corallivm  Japonicum, 
C.  elatius,  and  C.  Konojoi.  are  very  abundant,  and 
used  for  ornaments.  Four  other  species  arc  rare, 
and  are  not  found  in  the  market. 

(Maps  showing  the  distribution  of  the  principal 
food  fishes  and  statistics  showing  the  number  of 
fishermen  are  exhibited. ) 

Local  Government  of  Hokkaido  Exhibit. 

Herring  is  the  most  important  fish  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  Empire.  At  present  it  is  chiefly  caught 
in  spring,  when  the  fish  come  near  the  coast  to 
spawTi,  forming  large  shoals.  The  summer  herring 
is  caught  on  the  Pacific  side  of  the  Hokkaido.  This 


is  called  by  our  fishermen  abura-nishin,  or  fat- 
herring. 

Cod  and  pollack  are  very  abundant  in  the  Okhotsk 
Sea,  Japan  Sea,  and  ia  the  northern  part  of  the 
Pacific  Coast.  They  spawn  in  cold  seasons,  when 
they  approach  the  shore. 

Salmon  exhibited  represents  one  with  a  mark  on 
one  fiido  of  each  gill  cover,  which  were  liberated 
from  the  Chitose  Hatchery  and  seven  or  eight  years 
after  the  liberation  wrc  caught. 

Kabachcppo  is  a  land-locked  red  fish,  indigenous 
in  Lake  Akan,  Hokkaido.  Some  of  them  were  put 
into  Lake  Sliikotsu,  where  the  fish  are  increasing 
very  rapidly. 

Yellow-tail  hand-line  fi.ihing  (m/)del  and  photos). 
■ — The  yellow-tail  (Seriola  guin-/ueradiata,  T.  and  S.) 
is  found  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  but  especially 
abounds  in  the  Japan  Sea  and  in  the  south-western 
seas.  It  is  caught  with  nets  and  lines.  The  model 
and  photos  exhibited  show  a  special  method  of 
fishing,  seen  only  in  a  few  places  in  the  Province  of 
Satsuma. 

There  are  many  banks  where  the  fish  resort  to 
during  the  season  from  November  to  April.  At  one 
end  of  the  bank  there  is  placed  a  big  anchor,  called 
the  main  anchor,  to  which  a  large  bundle  of  bamboos 
is  fastened  with  a  strong  wire.  To  the  bundle  of 
bamboos,  serving  as  a  buoy,  a  number  of  boats — 
two  at  the  beginning  and  increasing  to  sixteen 
towards  the  middle  of  the  season — is  tied  with  a 
strong  rope,  keeping  a  uniform  distance  from  one 
another.  Thus  the  boats  are  moored  in  a  straight 
line  along  one  side  of  the  bank.  On  each  boat  there 
are  thirteen  men  who  fish  with  hand-lines,  letting 
the  line  go  down  from  30  to  60  fathoms,  or  some- 
times to  100  fathoms,  according  to  the  current. 
In  this  way  they  scatter  the  baits  (fresh  sardines  or 
sometimes  salted)  round  the  boats  at  certain  inter- 
vals of  time  in  order  to  allure  the  fish  to  the  banli 
and  to  keep  them  there.  In  stormy  weather,  when 
they  cannot  go  out  fishing,  a  boat  manned  with 
strong  men  goes  out  to  the  bank,  generally  not  far 
from  the  shore,  loading  the  boat  full  of  baits  and 
scattering  them  all  round  to  keep  the  fish  from  going 
away  from  the  bank  in  search  for  living  food. 

This  method  of  fishing  was  introduced  some 
twenty  years  ago,  and,  having  found  it  profitable, 
stock  companies  were  established  in  many  places, 
all  of  which  have  had  good  success.  The  exhibits 
are  those  of  a  company  in  Bo,  Satsuma,  and  give  a 
general  idea  of  this  method  of  fishing.  The  Bo 
Yellow-Tail  Fishing  Company's  annual  catch  ave- 
rages from  80,000  to  100,000  yen. 

Tai  scare-cord  seine  in  use  (photos).  Tunny  drift- 
net.  Tunny  long-line.  Tunny  long-line  in  use 
(photos). 

Local  Government  of  Hokkaido  Exhibit. 

Herring  fishery  (photos). 

Imperial  Fisheries  Bureau  Exhibit. 

Line-fishing  Boat  of  Saganoseki,  Oita-ken  (model): 
— This  boat  is  noteworthy  as  representing  the  most 
seaworthy  craft  in  Japan.  The  fishermen  in  the 
district  are  so  proud  of  the  improved  type,  and  so 
confident  of  its  safety,  that  they  attempt  the  ex- 
ploration of  seas  quite  unknown  to  their  elders  and 
neighbours.  They  have  succeeded  in  discovering 
fishing  grounds  for  shark  in  the  Corean  Sea,  and  in 
collecting  corals  along  the  coast  of  Kiushu. 

The  boat  represented  is  comparatively  broad  and 
wholly  decked  with  watertight  hatches.  Sponson 
decks  on  both  sides  check  the  rolling,  and  increase 
the  stability  to  a  certain  extent.  Bulwarks  are 
fitted  in  order  to  keep  the  boat  dry  in  heavy  seas  ; 
they  are  made  portable  so  as  not  to  make  it  less 
convenient  for  fishing.  The  sail  is  a  flat  Japanese 
lugsail  made  of  cotton  canvas  of  superior  quality, 
and  the  boat  is  said  to  draw  veiy  near  to  wind. 

Bonito  Fishing  Boats  (mqdels). — The  bonito  is 
found  in  ei'ormous  shoals  in  the  Japan  Current  from 
April  to  September,  and  foi'ms  a  most  important 
part  of  the  fishing  industry  all  along  the  Pacific  coast 
of  Japan.  The  total  number  of  boats  engased  in 
this  fishery  was  G81S  in  the  year  1801 ;  in  the  year 
1901.  34,5G1  tons  of  bonito,  valued  at  3,110.000  3^en. 
were  caught.  The  catches  are  disposed  of  both 
fresh  and  dried.  The  bonito  is  caught  chiefly  bv 
hand-lines.  The  bait  used  is  live  anchovies  and 
sardines.  To  carry  this  bait  alive  for  many  days  at 
sea  a  well  is  provided. 

Fishermen  generally  go  out  and  search  for  the 
shoal  of  bonito  hvmdveds  of  miles  away  from  shore, 
and  as  these  fish  quickly  move  from  one  place  to 
another,  they  want  boats  of  high  speed  and  good 
pea  qualities  ;  consequently  the  bonito 'fishinrr-bcafs 
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are  comparatively  large.  In  construction  they  are 
light  and  handy.  They  vary  in  length  over  all  from 
35ft.  to  50ft.,  and  carry  a  crew  of  from  twelve  to 
thirty  men.  The  bonito  is  not  now  found  so  near 
the  coast  as  it  used  to  be,  and  the  size  of  the  boat 
has  of  late  years  been  gradually  increasing.  The 
open  boat  is  found  most  convenient  for  carrying  the 
fish  to  the  market  on  account  of  the  heat. 

The  model  exhibited  shows  the  ordinary  type  of 
bonito  fishing-boat  in  Kochi-ken.  Boats  of  this 
type  havelbeen  used  in  this  district  for  many  years, 
and  have  proved  very  handy  for  this  fishing.  In 
earlier  days  the  bait  was  carried  in  a  tub  or  cask,  and 
kept  alive  by  incessantly  pouring  a  fresh  supply  of 
water  with  a  ladle.  The  introduction  of  the  well 
caused  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  boat,  and  with 
this  the  number  of  sails  has  also  been  increased. 
The  other  model  is  the  most  improved  type  of 
bonito  fishing-boat  in  Shizuokaken.  It  is  partly 
decked  at  bow  and  stem,  and  has  a  few  frames  fitted 
to  strengthen  the  hull.  These  boats  have  proved 
to  bo  very  seaworthy,  and  at  present  the  bonito 
fishing-boats  in  other  districts  are  beginning  to  be 
built  after  the  type.  There  is  little  wind  in  summer, 
and  fishermen  have  to  row  their  boats  to  bring  back 
the  catches  to  the  market.  As  the  fishing-ground 
is  getting  farther  off  year  by  year,  the  fish  often  get 
injured  on  their  way  home.  The  fishermen  are  now 
trying  various  means  to  overcome  this  difiiculty,  and 
an  idea  of  fitting  an  oil  motor,  or  other  auxiliary 
propelling  machinery,  in  order  to  get  fair  speed  even 
in  calm  weather,  has  lately  received  much  considera- 
tion amongst  them. 

Tunny  FisJiing-Bodt  [model).  —  The  tunny  is 
caught  mostly  with  long-lines,  but  sometimes  also 
by  drift-nets.  The  fish  is  so  abundant  in  the  Japa- 
nese waters  that  tunny  fishing  is  universal  all  along 
the  coast.  But  the  season  being  generally  in  the 
stormy  winter,  many  accidents  have  happened. 


JAPANESE  NET  AND  LINE  MANU- 
FACTURERS. 

Hokkaido  Flax  Manutacturing  Co.,  Sapporo, 
Hokkaido. 

Flax  Nettings. — This  company  was  established  in 
1891,  and  has  a  large  factory  in  Sapporo,  in  which 
canvas,  twines,  and  all  kinds  of  fish-nettings  are 
made.  They  invented  a  net-making  machine  in 
1902.  In  1902  they  exported  to  Canada  some  net- 
tings valued  at  eleven  hundred  thousand  yen.  By 
the  end  of  September,  1903,  they  had  exported  one 
hundred  and  thirty -seven  thousand  yen  worth.  Gold 
medal  for  flax  twines,  Paris,  1900. 

IsHn,  K.,  Kitauocho  Satsumabori,  Osak^v. 

Cotton  Nettings. — The  exhibitor  has  eleven  fac- 
tories in  Osaka,  and  every  kind  of  nettings  and 
twines  are  made  there.  The  exhibits  are  made  of 
the  best  Japanse  cotton  yarns,  No.  20,  and  those 
from  Winton's  Spirming  Mill,  of  Manchester,  Eng- 
land. The  annual  products  amount  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  yen,  including  two 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  yen  of  cotton 
nettings,  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand 
yen  of  cotton  twines.  Some  of  these  are  exported 
to  Corea,  Germany,  America  and  Russian  coasts. 
Gold  medals,  Bergen,  1898,  and  St.  Petersburg,  1902. 

Japa^t  Hemp  and  Flax  Manufacturing  Co., 
Shinagawacho  Nichome,  NmoNBASHi-Ktr,  Tokyo. 

This  company  was  established  many  years  ago 
under  the  name  Shimotsuke  Hemp  Manufacturing 
Co.,  but  it  was  united  with  two  other  firms  in  1903 
and  took  the  above-mentioned  name.  The  main 
factory  in  Nikko  has  an  area  of  about  two  acres, 
with  six  pelton  mills  and  a  number  of  English 
spinning  mills  and  twine-making  machines.  The 
machinery  is  run  by  the  Daiya  river,  the  water- 
power  applied  being  equal  to  1500  horse-power 
engine.  One  of  the  other  two  factories  is  in  Omi 
and  the  other  is  in  Osaka.  The  exhibits  are 
made  of  flax  and  rame  for  salmon  nets.  The  last 
annual  output  was  212,0001b.,  valued  at  133,500  yen. 
Kyoto  Fishing-Lines  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion, Uratsujimachi^Kamazadori,  Kamigyo- 
Ku,  Kyoto. 

Fishing -Lines. — This  association  Avas  founded  at 
the  time  of  the  Bergen  Exhibition  in  1898,  in  order 
to  unite  the  manufacturers  and  exhibit  their  goods 
in  partnership.  The  exhibits  are  made  of  silk,  and 
are  suitable  not  only  for  fishing,  but  for  many  other 
purposes.  The  latest  armual  output  was  23,8331b., 
valued  at  360,000  yen,  of  which  93331b.,  valued  at 
104,000  yen;  (were  exported.  Gold  medals,  Bergen, 
1898 ;  Paris,  1900,  and  St.  Petersljurg,  1903. 


ANGLING  INCIDENTS,  FEESH 
AND  SALT."* 


(Continued  from  'page  404.) 

I  REMEMBER  that  somc  years  ago  I  had  a  permit 
to  fish  the  Penn  Ponds  in  Richmond  Park,  two  fine 
sheats  of  water  but  very  difficult  to  find,  and  several 
incidents  happened  before  I  finally  arrived  at  the 
waterside.  The  first  time  I  set  out,  in  the  company 
of  my  friend  Phil,  it  was  a  pouring  wet  day,  and 
the  park  was  quite  deserted ;  indeed,  once  past  the 
Richmond  Gate  the  place  became  a  trackless  desert, 
still  we  told  each  other  that  the  rain  was  "  just  what 
we  wanted,"  and  that  "  wo  should  probably  have 
the  ponds  entirely  to  ourselves."  Following,  as 
well  as  we  could,  the  keeper's  directions,  a  two 
hours'  walk  of  about  eight  miles  landed  us  safely 
at  the  Robin  Hood  Gate.  I  don't  suppose  it  was 
really  eight  miles,  but  three  rods,  a  basket,  and  a 
bait  can  weighing  some  201b.  make  two  hours  seem 
a  long  time,  and  four  miles  a  long  way.  Now  at 
this  point  in  the  proceedings  my  friend  remembered 
that  near  the  gate  was  the  famous  Robin  Hood  Inn, 
and,  as  he  said,  before  renewing  the  weary  tramp, 
a  visit  to  the  ancient  historical  building  would  not 
only  serve  to  brace  us  up,  but  would  also  prove 
of  undoubted  antiquarian  interest.  That  ended 
that  day's  search  ;  refreshment  saps  endurance,  and 
the  final  result  was,  if  I  remember  rightly,  that  we 
gave  up  the  rest  of  the  day  to  catching  loach  and 
minnows  in  a  neighbouring  brook.  The  second 
time  was  a  little  better ;  we  set  out  heavy-laden  as 
usual,  but  very  full  of  determination,  and  it  is  my 
firm  opinion  that  we  should  have  got  there  all  right 
and  well  under  the  two  houra'  limit  had  we  not 
met  a  stranger,  who  said  he  "knew  the  way"  ; 
he  said  he  "  often  fished  there,"  and  that  he  should 
be  pleased  to  point  out  just  where  he  had  taken  a 
20-pounder  the  week  before  ;  he  said  its  mate  was 
waiting  about  pining  to  be  caught,  and  that  as  he 
liked  the  look  of  us  he  would  put  us  in  the  way  of 
getting  it.  He  was  an  elderly  man,  and  we  quite 
took  to  him.  He  seemed  so  anxious  for  us  to  have 
a  good  day  ;  he  said,  I  remember,  that  he  "  always 
liked  to  encourage  beginners.''  Now  we  were  both 
very  young  and  simple,  I  admit,  and  we  trusted  this 
man  and  trudged  along  with  our  load,  feeling  that 
after  all  there  were  better  people  in  this  wicked  old 
world  than  we  had  ever  given  it  credit  for. 

Phil,  in  generous  mood,  insisted  on  his  sampling 
my  flask,  and  also  gave  him  a  cigar ;  that  is  the 
only  point  where  we  scored,  for  one  of  Phil's  cigars 
is  punishment  enough  for  any  crime.  Well,  we 
must  have  been  walking  for  about  an  hour  and  a 
half,  and  the  bait  can  was  just  beginning  to  tell  a 
bit  when  our  guide  suddenly  stopped  and  said 
cheerfully,  "There  are  the  ponds.".  "Where?" 
we  asked,  looking  anxiously  around,  and  spurred 
on  by  that  "  hope  "  that  "  springs  eternal."  "  Why, 
there,"  he  said,  "  just  on  the  other  side  of  that 
hill ;  another  ten  minutes,"  he  added,  "  would  see 
us  fishing,''  and  if  we  tried  just  where  he  had  told 
us  it  would  well  repay  all  our  time  and  trouble, 
and  talking  of  time  he  said  it  was  later  than  he 
thought,  and  he  was  afraid  he  must  leave  us,  as  his 
wife,  "  bless  her,"-  was  to  meet  him  at  Richmond, 
and  he  was  sure  we  should  not  like  him  to  keep  her 
waiting.  We  were  sorry  to  lose  our  kind  friend, 
but  of  course,  in  the  face  of  such  a  reason — for  who 
were  we  to  keep  man  and  wife  apart — we  had 
to  wish  him  good-bye  with  many  thanks  for  the 
trouble  he  had  taken,  and  to  hope  that  some  day 
we  should  meet  again.  And  so  he  left ;  he  said  it 
was  so  late  that  he  thought  he  should  run,  and 
run  he  did,  thus  showing  his  wisdom  as  the  sequel 
proved.  Well,  on  we  walked,  going  slowly,  for  the 
bait  can  seemed  to  get  heavier  every  moment,  at 
last  nearing  the  hill  top  we  met  a  keeper.  "  Morning, 
gentlemen,  any  sport  ? "  said  he.  It  was  our  first 
inkling  that  something  was  wrong.  "  No,''  we  said, 
wondering  rather  at  the  question,  "  we're  just  going 
to  begin."  The  keeper  seemed  amused  ;  he  laughed. 
"  There  ain't  no  fishin'  atop  o'  Richmond  Hill,''  he 
said,  and  added  by  way  of  advice  that  we  "  ought 
to  try  the  Penn  Ponds.' 5  I  have  often  wondered 
what  that  keeper  really  thought  of  us ;  had  he 
been  anything  but  an  old  soldier  he  would  certainly 
have  taken  Phil  into  custody  on  the  spot,  for  he 
(Phil)  sat  down  on  the  bait  can,  and,  gazing  longingly 

•  A  paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  4,  Fetter-lane, 
E.G.,  on  Wednesday  evening,  November  23,^  by 
Robert  Stanley,  author  of  "Angling  Anecdotes." 


in  the  direction  taken  by  our  fishing  friend,  spoke 
straight  to  the  point  for  full  five  minutes,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  paused  for  breath,  and  was 
instantly  shaken  warmly  by  the  hand  by  the  keeper, 
who,  in  tones  of  deep  admiration,  assured  him  that 
"  he  had  not  heard  anything  to  approach  it  since 
he  left  the  army  some  twenty-five  years  ago."  It 
was  the  end  of  that  day's  fishing,  for  we  were  far 
too  tired  and  sick  at  heart  to  start  again,  and, 
by-the-bye,  there  was  a  final  disaster,  which  without 
doubt  explained  the  pleasant  stranger's  interest  in 
us  and  subsequent  desire  to  run  ;  my  flask — a 
handsome  silver  one,  borrowed  from  home — was 
found  to  be  missing.  On  hearing  this  news,  Phil 
delighted  the  keeper  with  another  address  from  the 
bait  can,  after  which  I  think  I  did  a  wise  and 
kindly  thing  in  taking  him  to  a  hostelry  by  the 
river  and  letting  him  spend  a  quiet  restful  hour  in 
the  sanded  bar  to  get  himself  into  a  peaceable  and 
proper  mood  to  be  taken  home  again.  The  third 
and  last  attempt  was  very  nearly  successful.  I  got 
nearer  than  ever  before,  though  even  then  I  did 
not  quite  get  to  them  ;  indeed  they  were  becoming  a 
sort  of  North  Pole  to  me,  but  the  failure  of  each 
expedition  only  made  me  keener  to  begin  another. 
Well,  this  time  I  started  from  the  Kingston  Gate 
and  followed  a  line  of  country  that  a  friend  had 
carefully  mapped  out  for  me,  and  that  did  actually 
lead  to  within  sight  of  the  famous  ponds  them- 
selves in  rather  less  than  half  an  hour.  But  once 
more  fate  was  against  me.  It  seemed  impossible 
that  I  should  be  foiled  again  ;  there  were  the  ponds, 
here  was  I,  a  short  half  mile  divided  us,  and  yet — 
well,  I  escaped  without  being  killed,  and  that's 
something  !  It  was  in  October,  and,  as  I  now  know, 
the  deer  during  that  month  are  unusually  fierce  and 
savage,  and  the  public  are  warned  not  to  go  near 
them.  A  keeper  at  the  gate  gave  me  this  good  advice, 
and  not  thinking  much  about  it,  I  thanked  him  and 
completely  forgot  the  matter.  All  went  well  until 
the  ponds  came  in  view,  and  then,  as  I  was  standing 
lost  in  delight  and  wonderment,  I  became  conscious 
of  a  curious  rushing  sound  and  the  trampling  of 
many  feet-  I  looked  round,  and  saw  making  straight 
towards  me  a  herd  of  these  same  deer,  headed  off 
by  as  fine  an  old  stag  as  in  the  ordinary  way  one 
could  wish  to  see ;  it  was  an  awful  moment. 
Luckily  a  mighty  oak  was  close  at  hand,  and  up 
that  I  managed  to  climb,  and  sat  quaking  amid 
the  branches,  praying  that  help  might  arrive  before 
sundown.  The  herd  meanwhile  had  gathered  round 
my  basket  and  bait  can,  and  were  nosing  them 
about  with  great  curiosity  ;  this  continued  for  some 
time,  during  which  I  made  a  number  of  good  resolu- 
tions, and  determined  to  be  a  better  boy  in  the 
future.  I  also  determined  that  I  would  never 
trouble  the  Penn  Ponds  again,  which  last  resolution, 
by-the-bye,  I  have  faithfully  kept.  Well,  the  out- 
come of  it  all  was  that  the  herd,  suddenly  and  for 
no  apparent  reason,  bolted  off  as  quickly  as  they 
had  come — perhaps  they  scented  another  poor  fisher 
man  !  I  cannot  say,  but  they  certainly  went,  and 
so  did  I,  and  having  got  safely  back  to  the  park 
gate  I  lodged  a  formal  complaint  with  the  keeper, 
and  met  with  small  sympathy.  "  Well,  ye  sir,"" 
said  he,  "  I  told  ye  not  to  go  a-nigh  'em."  This 
was  an  injustice.  I  didn't  "  go  a-nigh  'em,"-  they 
came  "  a-nigh "  me.  I  told  the  keeper  so  ;  for 
reply  he  burst  into  laughter.  "  You  must  excuse 
me,  sir,"  he  said,  "  but  they  took  you  for  old 
Reuben."  "  Oh,"  I  said,  "  are  they  waiting  to  kill 
him,  then  ?  ''  "  No,"  said  the  keeper,  tapping  my 
bait  can  with  his  stick;  "  no,  it's  this  here  as  done 
it :  old  Reuben  he  feeds  'em  and  he  carries  a  can 
just  like  that  'ere ;  oh,  dear,  oh,  dear,  this'll  be  a 
tale  to  tell  the  old  'un,  this  will ! "  As  the  keeper 
seemed  inclined  to  make  a  little  too  much  of  the 
joke,  I  changed  the  subject  by  producing  a  flask, 
which  brought  him  to  attention  on  the  instant,  and 
gave  him,  I  think,  a  little  more  respeet  for  me 
than  he  had  hitherto  had ;  anyhow,  he  was  kind 
enough  to  empty  it,  after  which  I  gathered  up 
my  impedimenta  and  left  the  park  with  as  much 
dignity  as  I  could,  firmly  resolved  that  if  I  ever  did 
attempt  to  find  the  ponds  again,  it  should  on  no 
account  be  during  the  month  of  October. 

I  remember  an  incident — a  salt  one — that 
alarmed  me  very  much  at  the  time,  the  memory 
of  which  even  now,  shorn  of  its  moonlight  and 
romance,  has  still  the  power  to  cause  me  something 
more  than  a  shudder.  It  was  at  my  favourite 
fishing  town  of  Oldharbour,  where,  as  everybody 
knows,  the  conger  eels  run  to  so  fabulous  a  size 
that  only  the  stoutest  hearts  will  fish  for  them  after 
nightfall — and  then  never  in  companies  of  less  than 
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three.  We,  Phil,  Jimmie,  and  myself,  were  spending 
an  all  too  short  holiday,  and  the  last  evening  of  the 
last  day  having  arrived,  it  w  as  determined  to  accept 
a  long-given  invitation  and  to  pass  the  night  conger- 
tishing  from  the  lighthouse.  Now  the  lighthouse 
stands  bleak  and  bare  at  the  seaward  end  of  a  long 
breakwater,  but  veiy  snug  and  cosy  it  is  inside. 
The  men  have  fitted  up  the  little  cabin  to  appear 
as  much  like  shipboard  as  possible  ;  indeed,  once 
within  and  the  door  shut  we  feel  that— but  for  the 
pleasant  absence  of  rolling  and  plunging — ve  are 
'tween  decks  of  an  ocean-bound  merchantman  and 
a  thousand  miles  or  so  from  any  land.  Well,  eleven 
o'clock  saw  us  seated  comfortably  round  the  blazing 
fire,  the  while  our  hosts — two  rugged  sailormen — 
plied  us  with  long-brewed  tea  and  long  spun  yarns, 
both  of  such  great  strength  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  say  which  had  the  most  effect  upon  us.  The  tide 
had  an  hour  to  run  yet,  and  the  tackle  having 
been  put  all  ready  to  start  directly  the  water  had 
risen  another  foot  and  was  over  the  ledge,  we 
lit  our  pipes  anew,  re-filled  our  mugs  of  tea,  and 
settled  down  to  a  smuggling  story  from  old 
Thomas,  the  skipper  of  the  lighthouse.  It  was  a  very 
long  story — at  least,  it  was  considerably  lengthened 
by  the  frequent  corrections  of  the  mate,  who,  it  was 
evident,  had  heard  it  many  times  before,  and  was 
annoyingly  insistent  on  unimportant  details,  such 
as  whether  the  ship  sailed  on  a  Tuesday  or  Wednes- 
day, whether  the  captain's  name  was  John  or 
Robert,  and  so  on  ;  one  point  only  they  were  quite 
agreed  upon,  and  that  was  the  complete  and  total 
defeat  of  the  Customs.  It  seemed  that  the  affair 
happened  many  years  ago  when  they  were  both 
young  men,  and  when  smuggling — good  luck  to  it  !— 
on  the  Sussex  coast  was  still  something  more  than  a 
memory,  and  Preventive  men — bad  luck  to  'em  ! — 
a  very  real  thorn  to  the  honest  fishermen,  who  had 
ideas  of  their  own  as  to  the  rights  and  wrongs  of 
paying  duty  on  such  bare  necessaries  of  life  as 
"  'bacca  "  and  brandy. 

Our  story,  then,  is  laid  in  the  early  fifties,  and  tells 
of  how  the  good  ship  Xanaj,  Cap'n  John — or  Robert 
—Sanders  sailed  on  a  Tuesday — or  Wednesday — 
from  "  somewheres  "  across  the  Channel,  and  all  but 
came  to  an  untimely  end  on  the  rocky  shore  that 
runs  to  the  west'ard  of  Oldharbour.  "  'Twas  just 
such  another  night  as  this,  sir,"  began  the  skipper  ; 
'■  dark  and  silent  and  still — wind,  what  there  was 
of  it,  nor'  by  east."-  "  West !  "  corrected  the  mate. 
■■  Wind,"  said  the  skipper,  with  a  look  that  would 
silence  most  men,  "  nor'  by  sou',  sea  a  dead  calum, 
moon  a-shining  full."  "  New,''  said  the  mate. 
■'An'  yet,"  continued  the  skipper,  unheeding  the 
interruption,  "  an'  yet  she  come  ashore."  "  You 
says  for  why?"  he  continued,  turning  to  me  and 
anticipating  my  question  ;  "  you  says  for  why  ?  " 
I  nodded,  and  for  answer  he  became  silent :  his  eyes 
travelled  hurriedly  from  the  mate  to  the  door  and 
back  to  the  mate  again  ;  then,  his  voice  sinking  to  a 
whisper  and  with  the  air  of  one  imparting  some 
awful  secret,  he  uttered  these  mysterious  words  : 
"  Aboard  o'  the  good  ship  Nancy  there  was  a  black 
cooL"  The  mate  for  once  made  no  objection,  but, 
looking  straight  ahead  and  carefully  avoiding  the 
cabin  door,  he  echoed  the  skipper's  strange  infor- 
mation that  "  aboard  o'  the  Nancy  there  was  a 
black  cook."  "Now,  'twas  said,"  continued  the 
skipper,  speaking  in  his  ordinary  tones  once  more, 
'  'twas  said  as  how  he'd  give  the  word  to  them 
Perventivc  men ;  leastaways  they  got  word,  and 
wi'  false  signals  and  lights  a- burning  they  managed 
to  run  that  ship  ashore,  an'  a  tidy  haul  they  reckoned 
to  ha'  made,  but  luck  was  agin  'em  that  night." 
The  skipper  paused,  chuckled  at  the  recollection, 
and,  puffing  a  great  cloud  of  smoke,  looked  through 
it  inquiringly  at  the  mate,  who  in  his  turn  pufied 
and  chuckled  in  silence,  and  then,  taking  his  pipe 
from  his  mouth,  glanced  from  the  skipper  to  Phil, 
from  Phil  to  Jimmie,  from  Jimmie  to  myself,  and 
finally,  seeming  satisfied  with  his  inspection, 
chuckled  once  more,  blew  another  cloud  from  his 
pipe,  and,  jerking  his  thumb  violently  in  our  direc- 
tion, advised  the  skipper  to  "go  on  and  tell  'em." 
"  Yer  see,"  began  the  skipper,  speaking  with  great 
enjoyment  and  relish,  "  yer  see,  no  one  never  knew 
who  shut  the  door,  nobody  wam't  meant  to  know, 
nor  nobody  won't  never  know."  He  looked  some- 
what fiercely  at  us,  and  we  hastened  to  shake  our 
beads  in  intimation  that  the  secret,  whatever  it 
might  be,  would  be  perfectly  safe  in  our  keeping. 
'What  door?"  asked  Jimmie.  "What  door  ? '• 
echoed  the  skipper,;  "  why  the  door  o'  them  Per- 
vantive  men's  shed  to  be  sure,  the  door  as  shut  'em 
in,  and  as  kep'  'em  in,  that  was  the  door,'  and  — 


he  continued  repeating  his  former  statement  with 
evident  satisfaction — "  and  nobody  won't  never 
know  wlio  shut  it.  Yer  see,"  he  went  on,  warming 
to  his  tale,  "  there  was  them  four  Perventivc  men 
locked  up  in  their  own  castle,  so  to  speak, 
a-hanimerin'  and  a-swcarin'  fit  to  frighten  a  marble 
image,  and  there  was  we  a-rumiing  the  finest  cargo 
o'  'bacca  and  brandy  as  ever  was  landed  since  smug- 
gling first  begun  ;  there  warn't  a  man  in  Oldharbour 
as  didn't  have  summat  to  smoke  and  a  drop  to  cheer 
'em  that  night,  and,  what's  best  o'  all,  with  the  wind 
turning  around  and  settin'  off  shore  and  her  load 
taken  out  o'  her,  why  the  Nancy  was  floated  off 
and  away  down  Channel  by  daybreak."  "  And  the 
Preventive  men  ? "  I  asked.  The  two  rascals 
chuckled.  "  We  keeps  'em  there  till  breakfast  time, 
and  then  we  lets  'em  go,  and  four  quieter,  better- 
behaved  men  you  couldn't  wish  for  to  see  ;  they 
was  fair  done  that  time,  and  they  knew  it,  and  a 
week  later  they  changes  to  another  station,  an'  we 
gives  a  hearty  cheer  an'  wishes  'em  better  luck  next 
time."  Flushed  with  the  memory  of  the  great 
victory,  and  delighted  with  the  laughter  that  fol- 
lowed his  story,  the  skipper  leaned  back  in  thorough 
and  complete  enjoyment,  and  with  the  air  of  one 
who  was  well  satisfied  with  everything  and  every- 
body ;  but  a  moment  later  a  change  came  o'er  the 
scene,  for,  thinking  to  further  please  him  and  to 
show'  how  carefully  I  had  followed  the  story,  I  put 
it  to  him  as  to  what  had  become  of  the  black  cook  ; 
the  question  seemed  simple  enough — its  effect  was 
instantaneous,  the  skipper  turned  deadly  pale  and 
started  from  his  seat,  while  the  mate  clapped  a  hand 
upon  my  mouth,  and  in  a  trembling  voice  bade  me 
"  be  silent." 

I  gasped  for  breath,  and  the  skipper,  having  now 
regained  his  colour  and  his  composure,  sat  down 
again,  and,  speaking  in  the  same  mysterious  manner 
as  before,  gave  us  to  understand  that  the  fate  of -the 
black  cook  was  "  never  known,"  and  that  he  would 
greatly  prefer  us  not  to  say  another  word  upon  so 
fearful  a  topic.  Seeing  that  the  men  were  genuinely 
frightened,  I  changed  the  subject,  and,  under  the 
potent  influence  of  the  tea,  which,  as  it  had  now  been 
brewing  for  two  hours  and  more,  was  about  as  black 
as  the  unfortunate  cook  himself,  the  skipper  and  his 
mate  soon  forgot  their  fears  and  were  busy  baiting 
the  lines,  and  telling  us  such  tales  of  huge  congers 
as  to  make  us  feel  that  the  sea-serpent  must,  after 
all,  be  something  more  than  a  myth,  and  that  Old- 
harbour  was  about  as  likely  a  spot  to  hook  one  as 
might  be  found  all  round  the  coast  of  Merrie  England. 
The  time  was  ripe  now  for  fishing,  and  what  with 
the  skipper's  yams  and  our  own  imaginations  we 
were  in  a  very  hopeful  condition,  and  felt  sure  of 
making  a  bag  that  would  be  the  envy  and  admira- 
tion of  all  our  angling  friends  for  many  years  to 
come. 

Above  us  were  great  heavy  clouds,  and  all  around 
was  an  inky  darkness,  through  which,  serving  only 
to  make  the  darkness  deeper  still,  there  streamed 
the  rays  of  yellow  light  from  the  lighthouse  lantern 
overhead  ;  th^  sea  itself  was  all  aflame  with  phos- 
phorus, and  we  could  trace  the  distant  shore  line 
and  the  outstanding  rocks  by  the  fire  that  broke 
and  splashed  from  every  incoming  wave.  According 
to  the  skipper,  it  was  an  ideal  night  for  fishing — a 
night  when,  as  he  said,  "  the  conger  would  be  able 
to  see  our  baits  half  a  mile  away."  Out  went  the 
lines  and  down  we  all  sat ;  a  long  hour  passed  slowly 
away,  and  the  only  semblance  of  a  bite  was  when  the 
tide  rolled  our  leads  upon  the  rocks  ;  it  was  bitterly, 
searchingly  cold,  and  I  think  we  all  felt  secretly 
envious  of  the  skipper  when  he  said,  "  'Twas  time 
he  went  in  to  trim  the  lamp."  It  was  the  mate's 
job  really,  but  the  skipper  said,  "  He'd  see  to  it 
to-night."  He  left  word,  however,  that  we  should 
"  let  him  know  when  they  came  on  and  he'd  be 
out  again."  Another  hour  dragged  by;  the  mate 
made  no  excuses,  he  simply  said  it  was  "exces- 
sively "  or  "  perishing,"  or  some  such  word,  "  cold,'' 
and  went  in.  Still  no  bites  ;  Phil  and  Jimmie  spun 
up  a  coin  for  who  should  stay  out  with  me,  and  who 
should  go  in,  and  then,  having  made  the  poor 
excuse  that,  "  It  was  too  dark  to  see  heads  or  tails," 
they  deserted  the  post  and  both  went  in.  At  first  I 
rather  liked  the  solitude  ;  I  had  the  five  lines  to 
watch,  and  at  any  moment  any  one  of  them  might 
straighten  with  a  good  fish,  so  I  watched  and  I  waited 
and  waited  and  watched,  and  at  last  had  my  reward  ; 
there  came  first  a  faint  tug,  tug,  something  better 
than  the  mere  tremor  of  the  racing  current,  then  a 
more  decided' tug,  and  then  a  glorious  pull,  and  the 
swaying  sideway  motion  of  a  big  eel.  Now,  the 
breakwater  end  is  full  40ft.  above  the  sea/ — a  sheer 


straight  wall  of  concrete,  and  a  most  difficult  place 
to  land  a  fish,  but  I  determined  to  do  it  alone,  and  to 
have  another  one  or  two  in  the  bag  l>efore  I  called  the 
company  out  to  join  in  the  sport.  So  up  he  had  to 
come  -  not,  mind  you,  without  a  fierce  struggle,  for 
Jic  was  a  fine  eel  going  some  l.')lb.,  and  well  worth 
the  cold  and  dreary  waiting.  Nor  was  the  struggle 
af  an  end  when  he  Hopped  over  the  breakwater  wail ; 
round  and  round  he  spun,  twisting  the  line  into  a 
thousand  knots,  and  seeming  to  instinctively  dodge 
the  mighty  blow.H  1  aimed  at  him  with  the  skipper's 
gaff  handle.  The  fight  continued  until  Mr.  Eel 
managed  to  rope  himself  up  as  tightly  as  ever  did 
the  Davenport  Brother.!,  in  which  comfortable 
position  I  left  hiin.  and  returned  to  watch  the  four 
remaining  lines.  Another  long  interval  followed — 
how  long  I  do  not  know,  but  it  seemed  hours — and, 
looking  over  the  parapet  into  the  darkness  l>elow, 
I  began  to  suddenly  experience  a  feeling  of  unutter- 
able loneliness  ;  the  others  were  not  far  away  I 
knew,  but  they  were  in  the  cabin,  and  the  door  was 
shut,  and  the  world  outside  seemed  very  strange  and 
silent. 

I  found  myself  thinking  again  and  again  of  the 
awful  fate  of  the  black  cook  who  was  never  found  ; 
it  was  only  a  little  while  ago  that  I  had  laughed  at 
the  story  and  at  the  skipper's  frightened  looks,  but 
now- — but  this  was  foolishness,  weakness.  I  must 
fight  it  down,  that  long-brewed  tea  had  upset  my 
nerves  ;  I  puffed  hard  at  my  pipe,  and,  looking  away 
from  the  sea,  glanced  upwards  at  the  cheery  rays  of 
light  from  the  tower  above.  Was  it — was  it  fancy, 
or — or  something  worse  ?  Twice  as  I  looked-  a 
shadowy  form  flashed  swiftly  by — pshaw',  'twas  a 
bird  that  fluttered  round  and  round  attracted  by  the 
lantern.  I  laughed  to  myself  as  bravely  as  possible, 
and  made  a  mental  vow  to  give  up  tea.  I  pitied 
Phil  and  Jimmie,  cooped  up  in  a  stuffy,  smoky  cabin, 
when  they  might  be  out  here  enjoying  the  fishing  as 
I  was.  I  would  give  the  lazy  rascals  another  five 
minutes,  and  then  go  and  show  them  my  eel,  and 
tell  them  tales  of  wondrous  bites,  and  fetch  them 
out  and  save  them  from  that  fearsome  teapot.  The 
five  minutes  must  have  been  nearly  gone,  and  my 
spirits  were  rising  at  the  thought  of  company,  when 
there  came  a  mighty  puU  at  the  line;  for  an  anxious 
moment  I  peered  over  the  side  fearful  of  what  might 
be  at  the  other  end  ;  then  the  excitement  of  a  big 
fish  seized  me,  and  all  fears  were  forgotten.  I  was  pul- 
ling and  hauling  at  something  that  pulled  and  hauled 
right  merrily  in  return ;  the  line  was  running 
rapidly  through  my  hands,  making  quite  a  hissing 
and  buzzing  as  it  paid  out  over  the  concrete  wall ; 
it  was  more  than  I  could  manage  alone,  so  I  shouted 
for  help,  "  Hi,  hi,  you  fellows  ;  I've  a  monster 
— hi !  "  In  a  moment  all  was  noise  and  bustle :  out 
came  the  skipper  and  Phil  and  Jimmie  and  the  mate, 
each  anxious  to  be  first,  and  all  giving  directions  at 
once.  "  Hold  on  to  me,"  I  shouted,  "  before  it 
has  me  overboard."  The  skipper  seized  me  in  a 
grip  of  iron  ;  the  others  held  the  line,  all  the  slack 
was  paid  out  now%  and  it  was  a  case  of  "  pull  devil, 
pull  baker."  Would  the  tackle  hold  ? — slowly,  very 
slowly,  the  line  began  to  come  in,  a  few  yards  at 
first  that  were  rapidly  taken  out  again,  then  a  long 
pull  altogether,  and  the  eel  or  fish  or  whatever  it 
was  began  to  yield.  The  mate  had  fetched  a 
mighty  gaff,  a  thing  about  the  size  of  a  shepherd's 
crook  fitted  on  to  a  pole  that  would  have  made  a 
splendid  flagstaff.  "  No  good  tiymg  to  lift  it  up 
the  wall,"  said  he  ;  "  work  it  round  to  the  steps." 
This  meant  playing  the  fish  round  the  breakwater 
head  to  where  a  flight  of  broken,  slippery  steps  ran 
down  to  the  water's  edge,  a  very  difficult  thing  to 
do  seeing  the  distance  we  had  to  go  against  the 
strong  tide  that  was  now  running ;  mj-  arms  ached 
with  the  strain  of  the  battle,  and  Phil  and  Jimmie 
now  took  the  line,  and  so  the  fight  went  on  ;  the 
skipper,  the  mate,  and  I  crept  cautiously  down  the 
Aveed-grown  steps,  and  waited.  The  excitement 
became  intense  ;  everyone  felt  that  this  was  to  be  a 
fish  that  would  set  all  England  a-ringing  ;  from  the 
shouts  of  Phil  and  Jimmie  on  the  parapet  above  we 
could  tell  that  the  supreme  moment  was  almost  at 
hand.  "  He's  not  fighting  now,"  they  called ; 
"  he's  nearly  done  for."  The  skipper  began  some 
tale  about  his  young  days  and  whaling,  but  nobody 
heeded  him  or  answered— all  attention  was  riveted 
where  the  line,  cutting  the  phosphorescent  water, 
showed  like  a  streak  of  fiie.  "  Now,  now,  below 
there  ready  with  the  gaff  ! "  The  mate  stooped 
down,  the  skipper  clutched  him  by  the  arm,  and  I 
clung  to  the  skipper.  Phil  and  Jimmie  put  the  line 
over  their  shoulders,  and  again  came  the  shout  of, 
"  Now  !  -'.    Then,  as  we  bent  forward  with  every 
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nerve  strained,  the  sea  seemed  suddenly  to  open, 
and  out  of  it  there  came  an  awful  thing.  What  it 
was  we  dared  not  think  ;  for  a  moment  or  so  it 
paused,  hovering  in  mid-air,  and  then  mercifully  the 
line  snapped  with  a  twang,  and  it,  whatever  it  was, 
fell  back  into  the  depths  and  was  seen  no  more  ; 
it  was  a  fearful  sight.  For  a  moment  no  one  spoke  ; 
then,  "  The  black  cook — the  black  cook  !  "  screamed 
the  skipper,  and,  terrified  beyond  words,  we  made 
one  wild,  mad  rush  for  the  lighthon.se  cabin.  I  think 
some  lines  of  Wordsworth  best  describe  the  thing 
we  had  seen — 

And  there  lie  stood,  his  seaman's  dress 
All  wet  and  dripping  seemed  to  be ; 
The  pale  blue  fires  of  the  sea 
Dripped  from  his  garments  constantly, 

1  could  not  speak  from  cowardness. 

Once  safely  inside  the  cabin  we  locked,  bolted, 
and  barred  the  door,  and,  gathering  round,  the  fire, 
looked  at  each  other's  blanched  and  terror-stricken 
faces  ;  then,  slowly  gaining  courage,  we  spoke,  not 
of  what  we  had  seen  though.  It  was  Jimmie  who 
first  broke  the  silence.  ^'  I  think,"  he  said,  speaking 
I  remember,  very  quietly  ;  "  I  think  I  should  like  a 
little  whiskey."  It  seemed  to  break  the  strain  ; 
on  the  instant  all  were  busy — the  skipper  heaped  up 
the  fire,  the  mate  set  the  glasses,  I  put  on  the  kettle, 
and  Jimmie  and  Phil  produced  their  flasks.  Ten 
minutes  later  a  steaming  bowl  of  punch  was  ready, 
but  though  it  gave  us  courage  to  talk  and  laugh 
freely  again,  no  one  so  much  as  hinted  at  the 
dreadful  thing  that  we  knew  was  lying  outside  in 
the  black  sea  by  the  lighthouse  steps. 

Nor  was  there  any  more  fishing.  I  do  not  think 
any  of  us,  from  the  skipper  do^vnwards,  would  have 
even  ventured  to  so  much  as  peep  out  of  the  window  ; 
while  as  to  hauling  in  a  line — ^not  a  king's  ransom, 
nor  the  riches  of  Solomon,  nor  the  wealth  of  Indies 
would  have  tempted  us  to  do  it.  No,  we  drew 
together  more  closely  round  the  fire,  we  put  aside 
the  teapot,  and  we  brewed  more  punch,  and  not  till 
long  after  day  had  broken  and  the  sun  was  high  in 
the  heavens  did  we  sally  forth,  hastily  gather  up  our 
tackle,  and  make  speedy  tracks  for  our  little  hotel. 
Once  there  we  took  courage  from  the  life  and  bustle 
of  the  day,  and  our  weird  tale  of  the  night's  adven- 
ture was  quickly  told,  and,  I  may  say,  for  a  time 
entirely  disbelieved.  Hints  were  not  wanting  that 
the  explanation  of  the  whole  business  might  be 
found  in  the  punch-bowl,  but  we  were  all  too  much 
in  earnest  for  any  fun  of  that  sort,  and  our  very 
seriousness  carried  conviction,  so  much  so  that  in 
less  than  an  hour's  time  the  story  was  being  told, 
with  gross  exaggeration,  all  over  the  little  town  of 
Oldharbour,  and  the  stafi  of  the  Blue  Anchor  were 
busy  in  the  bar  with  a  crowd  that,  as  the  landlord 
himself  said,  "  put  him  in  mind  of  Jlegatta  Day." 
We  were  in  great  demand  as  heroes,  and  we  enjoyed 
a  glorious,  but,  alas  !  all  too  short,  publicity  !  A 
select  few,  admitted  to  the  parlour,  were  listening 
in  breathless  and  admiring  silence,  while  I  retold 
the  great  adventure.  I  had  just  arrived  at  the 
awful  moment  at  which  the  sea  had  opened  and 
given  up  its  dead,  when  there  suddenly  arose  a 
great  commotion  in  the  bar ;  we  could  hear  first  a 
gruff  and  angry  voice,  and  then  a  series  of  tremen- 
dous and  quite  unexpected  bursts  of  laughter.  This 
would  never  do  ;  some  unbeliever  had  evidently 
arisen,  and  must  be  put  down  with  a  strong  hand. 
If  mylisteners  would  kindlyexcuse  me  for  a  moment, 
I  would  step  out  and  deal  with  this  rude  intruder. 
As  I  approached  the  bar  the  gruff  voice  grew  louder, 
and  I  at  once  recognised  it  as  belonging  to  old  Dick 
Groves,  the  lobster  catcher.  Still  no  suspicion  of  the 
truth  came  to  me,  and  so,  opening  the  door,  I 
greeted  him  with,  "  Good  morning,  Dick ;  come 
to  hear  the  story  ?  "  "  No,  sir  ;  I  ain't  a-come  to 
hear  no  story.  I've  a-come  for  satisfaction — satis- 
faction, that's  what  I've  a-come  for.  No,  sir  ;  no 
beer,  thank  you.  I  wants  my  rights  first,  and  my 
beer  artcrwards,  if  you  please."  Seeing  Dick  to  be 
very  much  in  earnest,  and  noticing  that  the  fickle 
crowd — who  but  a  short  time  since  looked  awe- 
struck— now  looked  very  much  amused  indeed,  I 
edged  old  Dick  gently  outside,  and  here,  in  the  freer 
air,  he  explained  to  me  in  no  uncertain  language  the 
nature  of  his  claim,  which,  I  may  say,  was  for  no  less 
a  sum  than  ten-and-sixpence,  being  seven  shillings 
for  the  loss  of  a  lobster-pot,  and  three-and-sixpence 
for  the  probable  lobsters  in  it.  Thus  ingloriously 
was  the  ghost  of  the  black  cook  laid,  and  the  mystery 
of  our  terrible  experience  cleared  up.  There  could, 
alas !  be  no  doubt  that  in  working  our  big  eel  round 
the  breakwater  it  had  fouled  the  floating  corks,  and 
that  we  hod  then  dragged  it,  pot  and  all,  round  to 


the  steps  ;  these  coming  suddenly  out  of  the 
stream  into  the  slack  water,  and  responsive  to  the 
tremendous  pxill  given  by  Phil  and  Jimmie,  the 
thing,  as  we  had  imagined  it,  had  leaped  spiritJike 
upon  us  from  the  ocean.  Well,  there  was  no  more 
to  be  said ;  we  humbly  paid  old  Dick  his  ten-and- 
sixpence  ;  the  pot  was  now,  he  assured  us,  a  total 
wreck,  firmly  wedged  between  the  rocks.  We  had 
none  of  us  the  heart  to  go  and  verify  his  statement ; 
we  gave  him  his  "  beer  artcrwards,"  and  we  let  him 
go.  It  was,  perhaps,  as  well  that  we  all  three  had  to 
return  to  town  at  once,  for  I  do  npt  think  it  would 
have  been  a  very  wise  or  safe  thing  just  then  for 
anyone  to  have  come  into  the  Blue  Anchor  and  have 
asked  either  Phil,  Jimmie,  or  myself  to  tell  him  the 
true  and  awful  story  of  our  midnight  struggle  with 
the  ghost  of  the  black  cook. 


"TWEED  AND  DON." 
By  James  Locke. 

Picking  up  this  little  book,  published  by  W.  P. 
Nimmo,  Edinburgh,  in  1860,  I  found  myself  taking 
a  few  pencil  notes  of  its  contents. 

The  Tweed  is  one  of  my  very  oldest  friends.  The 
Don  I  have  not  fished  for  many  years,  but  I  did 
so,  for  two  seasons,  and  the  last  time  in  1864,  almost 
immediately  before  sailing  for  Australia,  and  four 
years  aft«r  the  date  of  publication  of  this  work. 
In  the  "  Introductory,"  which  is  addressed  to  the 
author's  sons,  and  begins  "  My  Dear  Boys,"  he 
gives  the  reader  a  little  insight  into  the  easy,  happy- 
go-lucky  manner  in  which  he  has  arranged  (or  not 
arranged)  the  contents  of  the  work. 

The  casual  manner  in  which  he  describes,  or, 
rather,  dismisses  a  river  or  a  place,  here  and  there, 
deserves  a  passing  notice.  The  dedication  is  quite 
amusing,  since  he  boldly  makes  comparison  between 
the  letters  of  Junius  and  his  work,  thus  :  — 

"  Like  Junius,  I  dedicate  this  little  book  to  The 
Public,"  etc.,  etc.  It  was  an  unfortunate  compari- 
son, since  the  work  has  few  claims  to  any  real 
literary  charm,  or  merit. 

Still,  it  interests  me,  because  the  writer  has  a 
keen  love  of  angling,  and  was,  I  feel  sure,  a  good 
man,  though  he  need  not  be  so  continually  boring 
his  sons,  and  still  less  the  Public,  with  his  devotional 
attitude,  on  any  and  every  pretext.  As  he  states 
that  he  had  fished  for  fifty  years,  this  little  book 
brings  us  back  to  the  year  1810,  as  well  as  to  the 
years  which  fill  up  the  half  century  which  follows 
on  to  1860.  Indeed,  he  begins  by  stating  that  his 
cheerful  home,  from  1808  to  1819,  was  near  Edinburgh, 
and  here  he  used  to  fish  Lochend,  for  perch,  etc. 
I  must  pass  over  all  this,  and  much  more  :  concerning 
Coltbridge,  Musselburgh,  Roslin  Castle,  Glencorse, 
and  Lasswade  ;  but  it  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
hurried  way  in  which  he  sums  up  the  description  of  a 
place,  at  times,  when  I  add  that  under  the  heading 
"Musselburgh"  are  seven  short  lines,  describing 
all  that  seems  to  interest  him,  of  the  fishing  to  be 
had  in  these  early  days  in  the  neighbourhood. 
And  yet  he  finds  room  to  say :  "  Within  these 
twenty-five  years  I  have  taken  a  good  basket  of 
yeUow  trout  about  a  mile  above  the  to-mi,  and 
beyond  Inversk." 

Lasswade  occupies  but  eight  and  a  half  lines. 
Yet,  he  states  that  in  1818  he  "  saw  a  trout  caught 
in  the  garden  (sic)  behind  Muir's  Inn,  which  weighed 
five  pounds."  This  is  a  specimen  of  the  English 
composition  which  he  indulges  in,  since  it  leads  one 
to  imagine  that  five-pound  trout  grew  in  the  gardens 
around  Lasswade,  like  cabbages. 

The  chapter  on  "Fishing"  is  quaint,  and  is  at 
times  deliciously  vague,  as  at  page  17  and  under 
"  Book  of  Flies  "  :  "I  have  seen  every  kind  of 
fly  kill  in  the  same  hour  and  on  the  same  day." 
"  More  fish  with  large  flies  than  with  small  ones ; 
a  prevailing  notion,  especially  among  beginners,  is 
that  fish  do  not  see  them — ^not  a  greater  mistake." 
How  like  a  small  schoolboy,  but  how  unlike  Junius, 
are  such  literary  gifts  ! 

The  angler's  outftt  is  soon  dismissed.  "  The  Rod  " 
(no  reel  described).  "  The  Line,"  "  Book  of  Files," 
"  Bag,  Basket,  and  Baits,"  "  Coat,"  "  Flask,"  and, 
oh,  ye  gods  !  even  here  he  must  drag  in  a  paragraph 
which  I  confess  rather  sickens  one,  on  the  last  neces- 
sary to  the  angler's  outfit — "  small  pocket  Testa- 
ment." At  page  21  et  seq.  he  begins  to  get  interesting, 
however,  and  his  chapter  "The  Vale  of  Gala" 
contains  matter  of  interest.  For  instance,  at  page 
24,  he  relates  a  conversation  at  Kelso  twenty-five 
years  ago  (say,  1835).  When  "  the  argument  came  to 
short  strokes,  and  No.  1  said,  '  Do  you  fish  up  the 


water  or  down  the  water?'  at  a  word.  'Down 
the  water,'  said  No.  2,  and  he  was  immediately 
pronounced  to  be  no  fisher."  Now  this,  to  me,  is 
extremely  interesting,  as  in  our  native  land  the 
tendency  to  fish  down  stream  still  stands  as  an 
evidence  that  bad  habits  in  trout  fishing  die  hard 
in  Scotland.  It  also  shows  that  there  is  nothing 
new  under  the  sun,  and  that  we  are  all  more  or 
less  what  Hogg,  the  "  Ettrick  Shepherd,"  called 
"  imitawters."  Further  on,  however,  the  author 
seems  to  have  frequently  departed  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  up-stream  fishing  which  he  approves  of 
here.  At  page  29  he  brings  back  to  my  memory  a 
term  which  I  have  not  heard  applied  to  a  salmon 
since  the  year  186.3,  when  he  says  of  a  fish  he  had 
helped  a  friend  to  land :  "  It  proved  to  be  'a 
buttoner '  fish  of  201b.,"  and  in  a  footnote  he  ex- 
plains the  meaning  of  the  term  thus :  "  These 
'  buttoner  fish  '  are  so  called  from  an  exterior  mark, 
like  a  button,  on  their  throat — grey  schule  fish." 

In  1863  I  myself  took  a  handsome  autumn  fish  of 
181b.  with  the  fly,  from  the  Nutwood  Pool  on  the 
Tweed,  situated  about  two  miles  above  Inner- 
leithen, and  an  old  hand  told  me  then  that  it  was 
"  a  buttoner,"  which  was  news  to  me  in  these  early 
days. 

At  page  34  he  becomes  quite  serious  as  he  describes 
the  old  idea  (long  since  exploded)  that  "  the  male 
fish  is  provided  by  nature  at  this  (the  breeding) 
season  with  a  bony  substance  or  kip,  which  grows  on 
the  lower  jaw  to  enable  him  to  make  &  hole  in  the 
gravel  for  the  female  to  deposit  her  spawn  in." 

But  his  further  observations  are  even  more 
ridiculous  and  unscientific.  "I  quite  believe"  (he 
says)  "  that  the  spawn  or  ov*  is  impregnated  by 
coition,  having  observed  them  (from  a  tree)  make 
a  great  plunge  toward  each  other  in  the  stream  and 
the  male  fish  strike  her"  !  He  subsequently  adds 
this  saving  clause  :  "  No  doubt  ova  can  be  carried 
to  different  places,  and  impregnated  by  milt,"  etc., 
etc.  What  he  had  witnessed,  in  all  probability, 
was  a  battle  between  two  males  for  the  privilege 
of  fertilising  the  redds  with  milt  in  the  usual  manner. 

At  page  56  he  make?  mention  of  Mr.  Forrest,  of 
Kelso,  my  old  and  estpemed  fishing  tackle  maker, 
doubtless  the  founder  of  the  firm  (Forrest  and  Sons), 
the  grandfather,  and  from  whom  I  purchased  my 
first  Forrest  trout  rod  (the  precursor  of  the  "  Tod  " 
rod),  and  of  which  I  cannot  speak  too  highly. 

Under  "  The  Tweed"  and  at  page  59,  he  makes 
this  startling  statement  when  talking  of  trout 
fishing  with  the  artificiel  fly  :  "I  have  found  it  (the 
fly)  the  most  successful  lure,  provided  you  get  over 
a  good  deal  of  water — say,  five  or  six  miles  a  day. 
In  ordinary  fishing  yoji  should  never  go  less  than 
two  or  three  miles  an  hour"  /  The  italics  are  mine. 
I  refrain  from  comment,  save  to  say  that  a  fisher- 
man who  fishes  with  the  fly,  while  travelling  three 
miles  an  hour,  must  be  a  real  curiosity,  and  should 
fish  from  a  flying  machine.  Ichthyologists  will  be 
enlightened  by  the  following : — "  I  must  mention 
that  the  Tweed  is  more  and  more  frequented  by  the 
bull  trout,  which,  to  all  appearance,  is  a  salmon,  but 
a  coarser,  spotted  kind  of  fish"  ! 

When  writing  about  the  Tweed,  he  blossoms  into 
verse  at  pages  68  and  69,  and  his  song  is  rather 
clever  (among  Scotsmen,  of  course),  since  we  alone 
could  understand  the  peculiarities  of  dialect,  such 
as,  "  There's  ower  mony  fishing  at  her,"  her  being 
the  Tweed,  and  "  fishing  at  her  "  simply  meaning 
"  fishing  tlie  river."  His  chorus  will,  I  think, 
amuse  many  to  whom  "at  her"  has  needed  this 
little  explanation.    Here  it  is  : — 

Whipping  at  her,  switching  at  her. 
Thrashing  at  her,  leathering  at  her. 
Bonnie  Tweed,  at  Thornilee, 
There's  ower  mony  fishing  at  her. 

If  he  but  saw  the  army  of  "  fishers "  from 
Galashiels  alone,  on  a  fast  day,  or  any  other  holiday, 
at  the  present  time,  he  would  be  perfectly  right  in 
one  of  his  lines  :  "  Their  name  is  legion,  fishing  at 
her."    The  best  verse  I  think  is  this  : — 

Gif  a'  their  rods  were  laid  at  ends, 

And  a'  their  lines,  baith  white  and  sable  ; 

The  tain  would  be  a  guid  Scotch  mile, 
The  oth^r,  length  o'  Atlantic  cable. 

"Whipping  at  her,"  etc.,  irreverently  suggests 
"  Who's  your  hatter  ?  "  It  is  rather  entertaining  to 
know  that  he  thought  the  salmon  and  the  salar 
were  distinct  varieties  of  the  salmonidae,  since  he 
boasts  that,  on  Sunday,  "  not  a  line,  from  Tweeds- 
muir  to  Tweedmouth  "  is  cast  "  for  salmon,  salar 
(sic),  trout,  or  par.'-  And  yet  at  page  71  I  find 
him  saying  that,  "  Our  Cockney  friends  knew  little 
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about  the  capturing  of  Salmo  solar  "  !  So  perhaps 
the  printer's  devil  had  been  the  real  culprit — even 
in  the  year  '60.  the  wretch  !  Again,  at  page  74,  he 
gets  excited  over  the  running  and  landing  of  "  a 
clean  tish  of  19lb.,"  and  adds  :  "  I  found  my  fore- 
finger cut  to  the  bone(!)  with  the  run  of  tlie  line." 
Such  an  accident  has  never  occurred  to  me,  but 
let  us  remember  that  he  may  have  been  using  a 
running  line  of  hair,  hand  made,  with  the  short, 
stubbly  hairs  sticking  out  everywhere.  It  is  an 
accident  I  have  heard  of,  and  have  laughed  at,  only 
wishing  I  had  'arf  his  complaint,"  for  a  fish  which 
can  tear  the  line  out  at  such  a  pace,  would  be  "  a 
foeman  worthy  of  the  steel."  The  author  evidently 
has  a  good  knowledge  of  salmon  fishing,  and  his 
remarks,  at  page  76,  on  how  to  hook  a  rising  salmon, 
are  very  much  to  the  point  indeed.  At  the  most 
the  response  should  be  "  to  raise  the  point  of  the 
salmon  rod."  "  Much  has  been  said  about  striking 
your  fish."  he  remarks.  "  This  may  be  done  when 
fishing  for  trout — never  for  salmon."  "Never"  is 
perhaps,  going  too  far,  but  it  is  good  advice,  as  a 
rule. 

Aberdeenshire  is  now  handled ;  and  he  opens  the 
ball  v.ith  The  Don,  and  it  is  rather  funny  to  observe 
that  the  effect  of  having  had  so  much  free  fishing 
on  the  Tweed  and  its  tributaries,  only  gave  him  the 
idea  that  he  had  a  right  to  fish  wherever  he  liked, 
since  he  says,  bitterly,  of  the  Don  and  its  riparian 
proprietors  :  "  Such  is  the  present  observance,  that 
before  you  can  go  for  a  single  afternoon's  sport, 
even  for  trout,  you  have  to  go  through  all  the  serfdom 
and  formality  of  begging  leave  to  fish."  (Ill-used 
man  !)  That  he  had  frequently  acted  like  a  serf, 
that  is,  begged  for  permission,  and,  when  leave  was 
obtained,  had  pocketed  the  "  ticket  of  leave  "  (and 
the  affront),  and  filled  his  creel  with  as  many  trout 
as  he  could  catch  and  carry,  is  evident.  That  being 
so,  it  was  surely  a  very  ungenerous  return  to  make 
to  the  liberal  lando\Miers  of  Donside,  to  place  on 
record  his  odd  sense  of  favours  received.  Nothing 
could  be  in  worse  taste.  And,  coming  from  a  man 
who  looks  upon  him'^elf  as  what  Hood  calls  "  a 
great  gaslight  of  grace,"'  it  is  all  the  more  regrettable 
and  selfish.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  largest  <Ianded 
proprietor  would  never  think  it  an  act  of  serfdom, 
but  one  of  ordinary  and  unfailing  courtesy  to  ask 
permission  to  angle  on  a  neighbour's  river.  Depend 
on  it,  the  man  who  talks  like  this,  can  give 
nothing  in  return.  It  is  the  oid  prayer  all  over  again. 
"  Oh,  Lord,  tak'  everything  frae  everybody,  an'  gic 
it  a'  tae  me  !  " 

He  comes  rather  to  griwjf  in  his  geography 
about  the  Don  in  April  (he  had  just  arrived  from 
"the  bustling  Babylon").  "How  I  inhaled  the 
pure  air  which  swept  down  the  Cabrach,"  etc. 
"  Th3  Cabrach  "  is  the  hilly  gateway  through  which 
the  upper  Deveron  passes  on  its  way  to  the  low 
country.  The  Don  rises  on  the  skirts  of  Ben  Avon, 
and  does  not  pass  through  the  Cabrach.  And,  by 
the  way,  was  the  river  Deveron  ever  spelled  as  he 
spells  it,  "  Doveron "  ?  I  really  do  not  know. 
One  chapter  is  thus  headed.  At  page  95  he  makes 
a  good  observation,  and  in  singularly  fitting  words, 
too :  "  Whatever  side  the  wind  blows  to,  there 
expect  fish  to  lie."  (N.B. — He  is  discoursing  of 
trovi,  not  salmon.)  In  thefle  days  when  salmon 
fishing  is  becoming  only  the  rich  man's  privilege,  it 
is  quite  refreshmg  to  know  what  it  cost  fifty  years 
before  the  author  wrote  this  book  (in  1810,  in  fact). 

The  brief  chapter  headed  "  Inverury  "  (on  the 
Don)  opens  thus  : — "  About  fifty  years  ago  there 
was  good  salmon  fishing  here.  The  rent  of  a  good 
piece  of  water  was  about  £1  a  year,  and  the  first 
clean  fish  ;  but  the  cruives  below  Grandholm  were 
then  open  three  days  a  week,  and  I  know  those 
who  killed  their  40,  and  sometimes  their  50,  lb. 
weight."  (Sic.) 

I  really  cannot  understand  if  tlie  501b.  is  the 
aggregate  weight  of  a  day's  salmon  ftshing,  as  if 
so,  it  is  nothing  wonderful.  Can  he  mean  that 
individual  salmon  were  taken  weighing,  at  times, 
401b.  or  even  501b.  ?  In  either  case,  it  was  quite 
a  case  of  letting  a  salmon  fishing  for  a  song. 

At  page  108  he  gives  the  two  reasons  which  appear 
tocompel  the  salmon,  alternately,  to  seek  fresh  and 
salt  water  in  such  a  quaint  but  memorable  way  that 
I  shall  give  his  own  wording  ver})atim.  (He  had 
previously  stated  that  the  salmon  "  has  two  thorns 
in  the  flesh.") 

"  In  the  sea  they  have  a  bug,  or  louse  "  (the  sea- 
ouse,  of  course),  "  which  attacks  them,  generally 
near  the  vennel  (nic)  and  pectoral  fins.  This  drives 
them  into  fresh  water  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  when 
they  stay  lf)ng  in  fresh  water,  the  maggot  comes  into 
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their  gills,  which  drives  them  again  to  seek  the  salt 
water  to  get  free  of  it." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  he  had  clean  forgotten 
that  the  female  salmon  has  also  a  healthy  and 
natural  reason  for  returning  from  the  sea  to  the 
parent  stream,  namely,  to  deposit  her  spawn,  the 
males  to  fertilise  the  roe  thus  deposited.  StiU,  it  is 
well,  if  simply  put.  At  page  148  his  advice  is  again 
amusing  :  "  Do  not  stay  in  endeavouring  to  entice 
a  rising  trout  "  (however  large  !  eh  ?)  "  as  it  seldom 
rises  twice."  This  accounts  for  his  advising  the 
angler  to  keep  travelling  two  or  three  miles  an  hour 
while  fishing  for  trout,  with  the  fly.  But  the 
tackle  in  those  early  days  was  clumsy,  in  com- 
parison, and  the  fly-fisher  was  inclined  "  to  yerk  it 
into  them,"  as  Francis  Francis  once  told  me  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  doing  in  certain  English  riverr, 
probably  in  the  May  Fly  season,  and  what  self- 
respecting  trout  would  rise  a  second  time  after 
the  surface  of  the  water  had  been  ploughed  up  in 
this  rude  way  by  the  strike  I  The  entire  work 
covers  only  152  pages.  Its  last  words  are  beyond 
all  description,  absurd.  I  prefer  to  go  back  to  page 
96.  and  to  end  this  paper  by  copying  what  I  con- 
sider is  a  capital  song,  which  the  author  was  called 
upon  to  sing,  one  evening,  after  dinner,  on  the  Don, 
at  the  Castle  Forbes  stretch.  He  does  not  give 
the  name  of  the  song  writer.  It  is  not  by  himself, 
I  am  sure,  as  he  speaks  of  it  as  "  the  old  ditty." 
Besides,  he  placed  his  initials  after  his  own  song — 
already  alluded  to — and  this  is  a  very  much  more 
clever  song. 

Song. 

It's  when  the  apple-tree  it  buds, 

It  buds  on  every  side. 
And  when  the  young  men  gae  to  woo. 

They're  a'  busk'd  up  wi'  pride. 
They're  a'  busk'd  wi'  pride. 
An'  they  mak'  the  shillings  flee ; 
They  gar  the  lasses  weel  believe. 
They've  lands  and  houses  free. 

But,  when  that  they  are  married. 
An'  weel  come  to  their  sorrow. 

The  lands  they  are  to  buy, 

An'  the  shillings  are  to  borrow. 

Set  them  up  in  a  reekie  house. 
An'  let  them  greet  their  fill ; 

If  ye've  brewed  weel,  my  bonnie  lass, 
Ye'll  drink  the  better  yill. 

The  song  is  full  of  wisdom,  as  well  as  humour. 

N.B. — Yill  is  ale,  and  alludes  to  the  home- 
brewed, but  its  application  to  wisdom  on  the  part 
of  the  girl,  in  choosing  her  life  mate,  is  beyond 
praise,  as  is  the  charm  of  its  humour. 

E.  M.  Tod. 


TKOUT  KILLEES. 
By  E,  A.  Samuels. 

It  is  essential  that  owners  of  trout  preserves 
shall  be  ever  on  their  guard  against  the  numerous 
enemies  that  are  constantly  pressing  upon  the 
treasures  which  have  cost  them  much  labour  and 
sometimes  the  expenditure  of  considerable  money. 

A  number  of  instances  of  the  extirpation  of 
trout  in  waters  that  were  supposed  to  be  well  pro- 
tected have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  the  foes 
when  discovered  were  proved  to  have  been  enemies 
whose  presence  had  never  been  looked  for. 

In  all  periods  of  their  existence  there  is  always 


something  ready  to  prey  upon  them,  and  it  has 
always  seemed  to  me  a  piece  of  strange  good  luck 
that  the  troutlets  reach  and  pass  the  fingerling 
stage. 

When  the  fry  leaves  the  egg  it  is  a  delicate, 
helpless  little  creature  ;  indeed,  it  is  then  incapable 
of  moving  quickly  to  escape  its  enemies,  and  con- 
sequently it  falls  an  easy  victim  to  their  rapacity. 

The  spawn  of  the  parent  trout  is  usually  cast  in 
brooks,  streams,  and  other  running  water,  although 
there  are,  of  course,  exceptions  to  this  rule,  a 
notable  one  being  the  famous  spawning  beds  of 
large  trout  in  Lake  Mooseluckmaguntic,  one  of  the 
Rangeley  series,  but  whether  in  the  more  or  less 
shallow  water  of  the  streams,  or  the  deeper  water  of 
the  lakes,  the  predaceous  insects  which  are  ever  on 
the  alert  to  seize  the  helpless  fry  are  almost  number- 
less ;  among  these  the  larvae  of  the  dragon  fly,  the 
horned  corydaUs  or  helgramite,  dytiscus  beetle,  or 
water  tiger,  are  most  destructive.  These  are  all 
active  at  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  fry 
emerges  from  the  egg. 

If  by  good  fortune  these  enemies  are  escaped 
from  and  the  fry  attains  the  length  of  an  inch,  it  is 
generally  able  to  elude  these  insect  foes,  but  it  now 
is  obUged  to  face  dangers  from  another  source. 

If  all  these  enemies  are  avoided  and  a  still  larger 
growth  is  attained,  the  troutUngs  are  pursued 
relentlessly  by  older  and  larger  relatives,  for  the 
trout,  about  whom  so  many  lines  of  romance  have 
been  written,  is  a  most  incorrigible  cannibal,  and  if 
the  fingerling  stage  is  reached,  other  foes,  such  as 
sheldrake,  kingfishers,  frogs,  turtles,  eels,  and 
various  rapacious  fish,  are  ever  on  the  qui  vive  to 
capture  those  deUcious  tidbits. 

The  numbers  of  young  trout  that  are  captured 
by  sheldrake,  mergansers,  and  other^fishing  ducks, 
are  by  no  means  small,  and  if  the  owner  of  a  trout 
preserve  sees  any  of  these  birds  in  his  water,  it  will 
be  well  for  him  to  shoot  the  intruders  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

I  once  knocked  over  a  sheldrake  that  incautiously 
permitted  me  to  approach  within  gunshot  of  it, 
whose  stomach  when  examined  was  found  to 
contain  over  forty  young  salmon. 

The  kingfisher  is  also  very  destructive,  and, 
together  with  the  various  herons,  are  a  constant 
menace  to  the  preserves.  After  the  fingerling 
stage  is  past,  the  young  trout  having  become 
experienced  in  avoiding  the  foes  that  surround 
them  are  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  fairly  well, 
although  a  large  proportion  of  them  fall  victims  to 
other  depredators  ;  among  these  the  mink,  another 
wholesale  destroyer,  is  much  more  common  than 
most  people  are  aware,  even  in  pretty  thickly 
settled  sections  of  the  country.  It  destroys  more 
fish  than  it  can  possibly  eat,  and  seems  to  kill  simply 
for  the  sake  of  killing.  This  may  be  readily  seen 
when  I  state  that  on  one  occasion  I  saw  a  mink 
capture  in  less  than  an  hour's  time  five  trout,  each 
of  which  was  nearly  a  foot  in  length 

Eels  are  also  among  the  most  destructive  foes  to 
trout  preserves  ;  for,  although  they  are  ordinarily 
bottom  feeders,  they  can,  when  in  pursuit  of  other 
fish,  move  with  the  greatest  rapidity.  I  have,  on 
several  occasions,  seen  them  dart  into  a  school  of 
smelts,  and  they  were  almost  always  successful  in 
seizing  one.  Living  as  they  often  do  in  trout 
waters,  they  have  every  opportunity  for  capturing 
the  spotted  beauties. 

I  once  killed  an  eel  in  a  lake  in  Nova  Scotia — the 
head  waters  of  Indian  River.  This  eel  was  a 
monster  in  size,  being  quite  three  feet  in  length, 
and  at  least  three  inches  in  diameter  at  the  middle 
of  the  body.  On  examining  the  contents  of  its 
stomach,  I  found  they  consisted  of  several  smaU 
salmon,  a  frog,  and  two  small  trout.  I  have  also 
at  various  times  examined  the  stomachs  of  other 
eels,  and  found  them  to  contain,  among  other  food, 
shiners,  perch,  and  other  small  fishes,  and  in  waters 
which  contained  trout,  these  were  often  proved  to 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  destroyers. 

From  these  facts  it  will  be  seen  that  owners  of 
trout'  waters  should  spare  no  effort  to  place  these 
slimy  depredators  imder  subjection,  and  this  may 
best  be  accompUshed  by  keeping  a  number  of  eel- 
pots,  or  traps,  in  constant  operation. 

The  otter  is  also  an  irrepressible  trout  kiUer,  and 
if  one  succeeds  in  attaining  access  to  a  preserve,  he 
quickly  depopulates  it ;  for,  hke  the  mink,  he  often 
kills  more  than  he  can  possibly  eat.  I  once  had  a 
good  opportunity  for  observing  the  otter's  rapacity. 

A  number  of  gentlemen  who  had  formed  a  fishing 
club  owned  a  series  of  small  trout  ponds  which,  at 
the  beginning  of  their  occupancy,  were  well  stocked 
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with  good-sized  fish.  These  waters  were  not  at  any 
time  over  fished,  but  in  some  manner  they  became 
less  and  less  fruitful,  the  large  fish  disappearing 
with  unaccountable  rapidity.  Efforts  were  made 
to  capture  the  poachers,  at  whose  doors  the  mischief 
had  been  laid  ;  but  the  attempts  to  detect  them 
failed,  and  it  was  only  when  the  tracks  of  an  otter 
were  discovered  in  a  Ught  fall  of  snow  that  the 
robber  was  located.  The  animal  had  undoubtedly 
travelled  a  considerable  distance  to  reach  these 
ponds,  and  finding  them  well  stocked,  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  a  thick  covert  near  them,  and  until 
he  was  trailed  and  shot  he  "  Uved  in  clover  " 

Trout  also  often  fall  victims  to  the  lamprey  eels, 
particularly  in  rivers  which  empty  into  the  ocean. 
I  have  taken  several  of  these  fish  with  lampreys 
attached  to  them  ;  one  of  them,  which  ought  to 
have  been  a  good  21b.  fish,  having  been  so  reduced 
in  flesh  that  it  was  hardly  more  than  a  moving 
skeleton.  The  lamprey  was  fastened  to  the  trout 
near  the  gills,  and  had  sucked  out  the  life  blood 
of  the  unfortunate  fish. 

In  treating  of  the  habits  of  the  lamprey,  George 
Brown  Goode  says  :  "  They  cling  to  the  side  of  the 
fish  beneath  the  pectoral,  and  suck  its  blood  until 
the  flesh  becomes  as  white  as  paper.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  to  the  lampreys  may  be  credited 
an  immense  destruction  of  the  various  food  fishes 
which  enter  estuaries  and  rivers.  It  is  by  no  means 
uncommon  for  fishermen  to  find  them  attached  to 
halibut  and  other  large  species  caught  at  sea. 
Lampreys  are  found  far  inland,  ascending  most  of 
the  creeks  and  rivers  of  central  Europe  and  of 
temperate  North  America  far  towards  their  sources." 

The  structure  of  the  mouth  of  the  lamprey  as 
described  by  Blanchard  and  quoted  by  Professor 
Goode  is  as  follows  :  "  This  is  completely  circular 
and  forms  a  great  sucker  enormously  capacious, 
surrounded  by  a  fleshy  lip  studded  with  tentacles 
and  supported  within  by  a  cartilaginous  framework. 
This  mouth  is  covered  over  its  entire  interior  surface 
with  strong  teeth  arranged  in  concentric  circles, 
some  single,  others  double,  the  larger  occupying 
the  central  portion,  and  the  smaller  forming  the 
exterior  rows.  A  large  double  tooth,  situated 
above  the  aperture  of  the  mouth,  indicates  the 
situation  of  the  upper  jaw  ;  a  large  cartilage,  sup- 
porting seven  or  eight  teeth,  represents  .the  lower 
jaw.  The  tongue  also  carries  three  large  teeth 
deeply  serrated  upon  their  edges." 

Mr.  Chambers,  in  a  recent  number  of  Forest  and 
Stream,  in  describing  the  perils  by  which  the 
ouananiche  is  surrounded,  mentions  among  its 
destroyers  the  fresh- water  cusk,  often  called  the 
burbot,  eel-pout,  etc.  Wliile  these  fish  are  not,  as 
a  rule,  numerous  enough  in  waters  inhabited  by  the 
trout  to  be  a  serious  menace  to  those  fish,  that  it 
preys  upon  them  if  opportunity  offers  I  have 
proved. 

A  number  of  years  ago,  while  stopping  at  the 
little  village  of  Gilead,  Me.,  I  went  out  several 
evenings  "  cusking  "  with  one  of  the  natives  in  the 
Androscoggin  River  near  by.  We  caught  several 
of  the  uncarmy  looking  fish,  and  on  examining  their 
stomachs,  I  found  they  contained,  with  other  food, 
several  small  chub,  and  one  or  two  trout  four  or 
five  inches  in  length. 

What  those  small  trout  were  doing  in  the  river, 
which  at  that  time  contained  many  pickerel,  can 
only  be  conjectured  ;  but  as  the  Wild  River  empties 
into  the  Androscoggin  near  that  place,  they  may 
have  come  down  from  that  stream. 

I  suppose  that  a  trout  in  that  neighbourhood 
would  nowadays  be  a  rarity,  particularly  in  the 
Androscoggin,  for  Bethel,  the  summer  home  of 
many  from  the  great  cities,  is  but  a  few  miles  distant, 
and  every  inch  of  the  water  in  the  river  is  fished 
most  industriously  every  season  ;  in  fact,  so 
strenuously  is  it  ransacked  that  pickerel  which 
formerly  were  very  abundant  are  now  scarce  any- 
where near  the  town.  As  to  the  cusk  or  burbot, 
I  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  abundant  it  is 
there  at  the  present  time,  but  imagine  it  is  now 
quite  scarce. — Forest  and  Stream. 


A  DAY'S  ANGLING  IN  CLEAK 
WATER. 

"  Do  not  come  ;  plenty  of  live  bait,  but  water 
gin  clear  and  nothing  feeding." 

These  were  the  words  of  a  telegram  sent  to  me  by 
a  friend  a  short  time  since.  For  many  days  I  had 
been  looking  forward  to  another  turn  on  the  dear 
old  river  ;  the  weather  had  been  showery  for  some 


time,  and  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the  water  I  in- 
tended to  fish  would  be  in  the  pink  of  condition. 
Every  jjreparation  had  been  made  for  the  intended 
visit,  when  at  the  last  moment  I  received  the  dis- 
heartening telegram.  Should  I  give  up,  or  should 
I  make  the  journey  and  persevere  under  the  un- 
favourable conditions  wired  to  me  ?  "  Plenty  of  live 
bait "  ;  these  were  the  only  cheering  words  in  my 
friend's  telegram,  and  they  were,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
the  means  of  my  wiring  back  to  say,  "  Save  the 
baits;  coming  by  evening  train." 

My  friend  met  me  at  the  station,  and  assured  me 
that,  if  possible,  the  water  was  clearer  than  ever, 
and  there  was  not  the  remotest  chance  of  sport  for 
the  morrow.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  I  was 
afloat  by  8  a.m.  the  next  morning,  and  drifting  gently 
down  stream  to  those  reed-fringed  swims  where  in 
days  gone  by  I  had  had  sucli  grand  sport  with  the 
rudd  in  the  twilight  of  the  long  summer  evenings, 
and  later  on  in  the  season  had  had  many  a  conflict 
with  pike,  perch,  and  chub.  Not  a  breath  of  wind 
disturbed  the  surface  of  the  water,  which  my  friend 
had  truly  described  as  gin  clear  ;  the  weeds,  too,  in 
many  of  the  best  swims  I  was  sorry  to  find  were  as 
green  as  when  I  last  visited  the  stream  in  the  summer. 
Still,  there  was  something  enjoyable,  something  com- 
forting in  being  once  more  on  the  dear  old  river,  so 
quiet  and  peaceful,  such  a  contrast  to  the  roar  and 
bustle  of  the  city  from  which  I  had  but  just  come  ; 
truly  the  visit  to  the  old  familiar  scenes  would  repay 
me  even  if  the  fish  were  "  dead  off." 
I  '  Still,  under  such  unfavourable  conditions,  if  the 
angler  will  but  persevere  he  at  times  meets  with 
sport  which  he  little  expects  ;  and  perseverance  is, 
of  course,  the  motto  of  every  enthusiastic  angler. 
Having  arrived  at  a  likely  nook  just  out  of  the 
stream — what  little  stream,  alas,  there  was  ! — I 
decided  to  try  live  bait,  and  mounted  a  nice  lively 
dace  on  Jardine  snap.  How  that  bait  worked,  how 
it  explored  every  nook  and  corner  of  that  likely 
spot,  but  though  the  very  finest  of  tackle  was  used, 
it  swam  around  unmolested  for  at  least  ten  minutes, 
until  [  contemplated  a  move,  when  all  at  once  with- 
out the  slightest  warning,  under  went  the  red  tell- 
tale with  that  familiar  flop  so  well  known  to  pike 
fishermen.  Gathering  in  the  slack  I  tightened  on 
the  fish,  and  with  a  sideways  strike  was  into  him,  a 
heavy  fish  by  his  steady  pull  and  slow  movements  ; 
fondly  I  pictured  his  capture,  proudly  I  hoped  to 
exliibit  him  in  town  that  evening,  but,  alas  !  after 
suddenly  waking  up  and  increasing  the  rapidity  of 
his  movements,  he  suddenly  rose  to  the  surface,  and, 
with  a  vicious  shake  of  the  head,  released  himself. 
A  nice  fish  of  apparently  about  81b.  in  weight. 
Mounting  another  bait  I  tried  the  spot  again  and 
again,  but  my  friend  returned  not.  and  the  only 
result  of  my  perseverance  in  this  particular  spot  was 
the  capture,  after  about  half -an-hour,  of  a  baby  pike 
of  about  lib. 

Many  other  likely  spots  I  tried,  but  found  the 
green  weeds  a  great  drawback,  and  the  lively  dace 
tempted  no  more  pike  to  their  doom  Arriving  at 
a  promising  stretch  of  the  river  eminently  suited  to 
spinning,  I  mounted  a  dace  on  Archer  spinner,  and 
cast  it  close  to  a  likely  reed  bed;  at  the  very  first 
cast  I  noticed  a  dark,  phantom-like  form  following 
the  bait  until  within  a  few  yards  of  me,  when,  losing 
my  presence  of  mind,  I  hastily  lifted  the  bait  from 
the  water ;  at  the  same  moment  the  pike  jumped 
6in.  or  Sin.  out  after  it,  and  then  hastily  retired. 
Many  a  cast  did  I  make  over  the  spot  where  I  had 
last  seen  him,  but  never  again  could  I  induce  him  to 
move,  and  reluctantly  at  length  left  him,  blaming 
myself  for  the  bungling  way  in  which  I  had  thrown 
away  so  good  a  chance.  Beyond  this  one  lost 
chance,  spinning  met  with  no  more  success  than  live- 
baiting,  the  weeds  stiU  proving  a  very  great  draw- 
back. 

I  had  now  reached  a  part  of  the  river  where  the 
water  was  much  deeper  with  many  a  hole  between 
the  weed  beds,  where  I  felt  sure  the  pike  would  lurk 
on  such  a  day,  but  where  live-baiting  or  spinning 
was  out  of  the  question.  Luckily,  I  had  provided 
myself  with  some  exceedingly  fine  paternosters,  and 
decided  in  this  part  of  the  river  to  try  this  deadly 
method.  Moimting  a  couple  of  small  dace,  I  swung 
the  paternoster  carefully  out  to  a  likely  spot,  and, 
after  reeling  in  the  slack,  had  not  a  moment  to  wait 
before  the  rod  was  suddenly  almost  pulled  from  my 
hands,  and  the  next  instant  I  was  playing  a  heavy 
fish  which  led  me  a  lively  dance  for  a  few  seconds, 
and  then  suddenly  sulked  in  the  weeds,  from  which 
for  a  time  I  found  it  impossible  to  move  it,  but  upon 
reeling  tightly  on  him  and  vigorously  tapping  the 
butt,  he  suddenly  rushed  out  to  the  centre  of  the 


river,  and  after  a  brief  but  exciting  dash  or  two 
submitted  to  the  net  being  put  under  him — a  well- 
fed  fish  of  6Jlb. 

Again  the  paternoster  was  sent  on  its  errand  of 
discovery,  but  apparently  no  more  pike  were  to  be 
tempted  by  the  seductive  dace.  So  a  move  was 
soon  made  to  another  likely  spot,  and  here  imme- 
diately the  dace  was  seized  apparently  by  a  large 
fish,  which,  however,  smashed  the  paternoster  in  a 
twinkling.  Quickly  putting  on  another  I  hoped  to 
renew  the  acquaintance,  but  apparently  the  fish 
had  had  enough,  for  he  came  not  again,  but  after  a 
few  casts  a  lively  little  pike  of  4Jlb.  took  the  bottom 
dace  and  afforded  me  a  bit  of  sport  before  he  could 
be  brought  to  net. 

After  this  the  sport  was  slow;  many  of  the  swims 
which  had  in  days  gone  by  yielded  me  such  excellent 
sport  resulted  in  a  blank.  At  length  a  bend  of  the 
river  was  reached  under  some  overhanging  willows 
where  the  water  was  deep,  weedy  in  places,  and 
fringed  with  reeds  for  some  distance  out ;  here,  in 
the  summer  evenings  of  long  ago,  I  had  often  tempted 
the  chub  with  the  Zulu  and  white  moth,  and  here  I 
hoped  before  the  evening  shadows  fell  to  tempt  at 
least  one  more  pike  to  bear  me  company  back  to 
town.  The  paternoster  had  scarcely  settled  itself, 
when  the  familiar  knock  was  felt  and  responded  to ; 
the  pull  of  the  hooked  fish,  however,  was  not  like 
that  of  a  pike,  and  so  it  proved,  for  upon  bringing 
it  to  the  surface  I  found  I  was  fast  into  a  chub  of 
about  31b.  weight,  a  nice  fish  to  have  taken  with  the 
fly,  but  one  whose  acquaintance  I  did  not  desire  on 
jack  tackle. 

At  almost  the  next  throw  the  unexpected  again 
happened,  when  a  nice  little  perch  of  l^lb.  took  the 
lure.  And  now  this  brief  November  day  was  draw- 
ing to  a  close  ;  very  quickly  the  shadows  of  evening 
were  closing  on  the  old  familiar  river,  but  still  I  was 
loth  to  leave  it ;  just  one  more  cast  is  so  often  the 
cry  with  anglers,  and  I  was  no  exception.  The  one 
more  cast.  I  am  pleased  to  say,  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  a  pike,  which  afforded  me  such  excellent 
sport  that  I  should  have  been  proud  to  have  desig- 
nated him  "  my  record  pike."  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
however,  he  only  scaled  81b..  but  a  handsomer  fish  I 
never  met  with,  and  as  I  rode  home  in  the  darkness 
of  that  November  evening,  with  the  five  captured 
fish,  my  heart  was  full  of  thankfulness  that  I  had 
once  more  visited  the  dear  old  river,  and  that  my 
perseverance  had  been  so  well  rewarded. 

C.  A.  B. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  H. 

Re/ports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  m,orning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thamee. — General  Remabks. — It  has  rained  ! 
And  pretty  heavily,  too.  The  Thames  valley 
received  a  deluge  on  Tuesday  (Dec.  6),  which  will 
do  a  great  deal  towards  putting  the  river  in  proper 
condition  for  angling.  The  stream  will  increase  and 
the  colour  will  be  improved.  Roach  have  been 
feeding  very  well  in  many  parts,  and  they  fight 
with  winter  vigour.  Mr.  Chas.  Littlewood  and  two 
friends  have  been  trying  the  pike  up  the  river  as 
far  as  Benson  Lock.  This  stretch  is  not  much 
fished,  and  anticipation  ran  high.  Mr.  Littlewood 
went  down  a  day  in  advance  of  his  friends  to  catch 
live-bait,  but  he  could  not  get  a  dace,  neither  a 
roach  under  ^Ib.  Of  these  he  had  plenty,  and 
several  roach  of  lib.  each  also  fell  to  his  rod,  but 
when  joined  hy  his  friends  sport  changed,  and  no 
pike  worth  recording.  In  fact,  some  of  the  baits 
were  too  large  for  the  pike  to  swallow.  I  had 
thirty  fair  roach  at  Kingston  on  Monday  aftsrnoon 
(Dec.  5),  and  young  Mr.  Newman  had  two  and 
a  half  dozen  dace.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  41b. 
chub  which  has  just  been  reported  as  being  taken 
by  G.  Lumsden,  the  professional  of  Datchet,  is  the 
one  that  was  taken  by  his  nephew  a  fortnight  ago. 
Lumsden  then  told  me  that  the  fish  was  caught 
when  spinning  for  jack  with  a  mounted  dace. 
Another  instance  of  a  different  fish  being  hooked 
than  the  kind  of  one  fished  for  occurred  at  Pang- 
bourne,  when  Mr.  R.  A.  Thomps,  when  pike  fishing 
with  live-bait  and  snap  tackle,  hooked  a  61b.  barbel, 
which  was  faiily  hooked  in  the  mouth.  Mr.  A.  E. 
Hobbs,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Henley-on-Thames 
Fisheries  Pieservation  Association,  writes  to  me  as 
follows: — "The  Hambleden  brook  commenced 
running  very  strongly  early  this  spring,  and 
fo'Iowing  precedent  a  number  of  local  gentlemen, 
including  Messrs.  Bainett,  Cau'.dfield,  Mr  lloy,  and 
Scott-Murray,  placed  therein  a  considerable  number 
of  two-year-old  trout.    Many  trout  also  worked  up 
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from  the  Thames,  access  to  the  brook  being  gained 
throuijh  Hambleden  mill  tail,  into  which  the  brook 
empties.    Unfortunately,  not  long  sinca  the  brook 
failed,  and  those  trout  which  did  not  run  down  to 
the  river  with  the  falling  water  were  left  behind  in 
the  ponds  and  hollows.    Most  of  these  have,  how- 
ever, been  caught  and  returned  to  the  river  by 
Me  ssrs.    Bamett  and  Molloy,    and  men   in  the 
employ  of  the  Henley  Preservation  Association. 
Many  of  the  fish  were  fully  in  spawn,  and  had  the 
brook  only  held  on  until  next  spring  a  very  valuable 
lot  of  young  trout  would  doubtless  have  accrued  to 
the  Thames  in  due  course.    Some  years  ago  this 
little  stream   frequently   ran,   and   a  wonderful 
nursery  for  trout  it  was,  supplying  the  adjacent 
weir  pools  in  a  remarkable  manner  with  good  trout. 
Ten,  twelve,  and  more  years  ago  it  was  no  un- 
common thing  for  three  or  four,  and  sometimes 
more,  trout  of  good  size  to  be  caught  at  Hambleden 
in  one  day,  but  unfortunately  those  happy  days 
seem  to  have  passed  away,  with  very  remote  chance 
of  their  being  again  equalled.    If,  however,  those 
gentlemen  who  are  spending  theii'  money  so  freely 
in  attempting  to  reintroduce  salmon  to  the  Thames 
would  but  devote  equal  energy  and  money  to  the 
common  trout,  I  feel  sure  that  grand  results  would 
follow,  which  in  the  case  of  the  salmon  are  entirely 
problematical."    I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Hobbsthat 
if  anglers  who  fish  the  Thames  for  trout  would  only 
amalgamate    and  provide   funds   for  restocking 
purposes  the  river  could  be  made  a  gi'and  one  for 
trout  fishers.      In  the   early   hours   of  Tuesday 
morning  (Dec.  6)  one  of  the  oldest  hostelries  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Thames,    the  Weir  Hotel, 
Sunbury,  was  destroyed  by  fire.     The  building, 
which  has  existed  as  a  licensed  house  for  nearly 
200  years,  was  originally  known  as  the  New  Irm, 
but  thirty  years  ago  it  was  extensively  altered,  and 
has  since  become  a  popular  rendezvous  for  pleasure 
parties.    Anglers  know  it  well.    The  fire  broke  out 
in  a  skittle  alley  in  the  basement.    The  internal 
structure  consisted  almost  entirely  of  wood,  and 
the  flames  spread  with  great  rapidity.    Half  a  dozen 
fire  engines  were  soon  in  attendance,  but  the  task 
of  the  brigades  was  hopeless.      One   wing  was 
partially  saved,  but  the  main  roof  fell.    The  base- 
ment was  flooded  with  beer,  many  casks  of  which 
were  destroyed.    The  total  damage  is  estimated  at 
about  £3000.    The  building  was  somewhat  curiously 
situated,  and  several  of  the  fire-engines  had  to  go 
four  rniles  round  by  Walton  Bridge  in  order  to  get 
to  it.    One  of  the  Walton  firemen  fell  off  the  engine 
as  it  galloped  along,  and  received  serious  injuries. 
Mrs.  Tatham,  who  was  standing  on  the  edge  of  the 
weir  watching  the  fire,  fell  backwards  into  the 
water.    Her  husband  jumped  in  and  rescued  her, 
but  it  was  found  she  was  suffering  from  concussion 
of  the  brain,  and  she  now  lies  in  a  critical  condition. 
— F.  H.  AmphI/Ett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Sport  has  again  been  very 
slow  during  the  past  week;  a  few  jack  up  to  41b. 
have  been  caught,  but  roach  fishing  has  again  been 
very  quiet.  Mr.  .J.  Crisp,  fishing  with  G.  Vaughan, 
has  again  been  among  the  chub,  taking  ten  nice  fish 
up  to  31b.,  while  Mr.  F.Crisp,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett, 
took  three  jack  weighing  121b.,  and  three  chub.  The 
prospects  for  sport,  however,  are  better  than  they 
have  been  during  the  season  ;  the  good  downpour  of 
rain  has  put  a  lot  of  colour  in  the  water,  and  there 
is  a  nice  stream  running  ;  it  should  be  just  right  for 
roaching  by  the  week-end,  and  I  shall  expect  to  hear 
of  a  few  jack  coming  to  the  net. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  in  splendid 
condition,  and  this  rain  will  improve  it.  One  day 
Mr.  G.  Chapman,  of  Devonshire  Arms.JPiccadilly, 
had  201b.  of  roach  and  one  bream,  4lb.  For  three 
other  days,  thirty  dozen  fine  dace. — W.  McBbide. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Wedne.sday  Night. 
— The  heavy  rain  has  put  a  high  colour  in  the 
river.  There  is  a  strong  stream  running.  Should 
there  be  no  more  rain  between  now  and  Sunday 
fishing  should  be  good.  The  Silver  Trout  A.S.  fish 
a  competition  on  Dec.  11.  All  my  staff  are  engaged, 
seven  punts  being  ordered  of  me  for  the  occasion. 
I  hope  to  give  a  good  report  next  week  as  the  snow 
broth  will  be  washed  away  by  then.— John  Spong. 

Thames  (Weybridge). — There  is  little  angling 
news  to  report  from  here  the  past  week.  T.  Strud- 
wick  (fisherman)  and  H.  Curr  have  been  out  with 
some  of  our  members  and  two  anglers  from  London, 
on  each  occasion  getting  some  good  takes  of  roach, 
many  of  them  nearly  lib.  each.  The  water  had 
risen  considerably  on  Dec.  6,  and  on  the  following 
day  a  strong  stream  was  running,  and  very  thick  in 
colour.  It  will  be  aU  the  better  for  all  -  round 
angling  as  soon  as  it  clears. — Chas.  A.  Shaylob. 

Bottisham  Iiooka  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week,  with  just  a  Blight  occasional  colouring,  the 
Cam  was  in  fair  order  for  winter  fishing,  and  fair  sport 
is  now  being  had  with  the  pike ;  tliree,  four,  and 
five  fish  to  a  rod  a  day,  largest  fish,  41b.  Spinning 
is  now  attractive  with  a  sprat.  Live-baits  being 
greatly  in  demand,  must  be  ordered  beforehand  in 


order  to  secure  them  on  the  spot.  The  weather 
being  changeable,  with  little  sun,  roach  fishing  has 
been  deserted.  —  John  O.  Georgic,  Boche-road, 
Cambrid  ge. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  average  catches 
of  perch  and  roach  have  beon  made  in  the  river  and 
Exeter  canal  at  the  usual  well-known  haunts,  but  a 
continuous  rain  to-day  (Dec.  6)  has  put  a  stop  to 
the  warfare  for  the  present,  although  no  doubt  it 
will  do  good  in  the  river,  and  after  it  is  over  the 
fish  wiU  be  well  on  again.  At  E.^mouth  some  good 
catches  of  bass  have  again  been  made  at  night,  and 
it  is  quite  a  surprise  to  the  old  anglers  to  capture 
these  fish  so  late  in  the  season.  Pollack  have  also 
been  very  plentiful,  and  many  caught,  both  at  the 
pier  and  dock,  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Popkin,  White, 
Perry,  Worthy,  Cotgrove,  Duchcherer,  Beck,  and 
Pollard  being  most  successful.  The  Australian 
convict  ship  is  now  on  view  in  Exmouth  docks,  and 
visitors  far  and  near  have  taken  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  this  historical  reminder  of  the  olden  times 
this  week.  An  enormous  number  of  herrings  were 
caught  last  Saturday,  and  were  disposed  of  at 
sixpence  per  hundred. — Bed  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — The  best  news  I  have 
for  Lea  anglers  is  that  the  river  has  lost  its  bright 
look  and  is  (Thursday  morning)  showing  colour  and 
a  better  stream,  thanks  to  the  heavy  rains.  A  white 
frost  was  experienced  in  the  Lea  Valley  on  Wednes- 
day night.  Improved  sport  is  reported,  though  no 
heavy  baskets  are  recorded  yet.  These  should 
follow  as  soon  as  the  river  is  flushed.  In  the  Ware 
district  pike  are  coming  on  feed,  as  many  as  seven 
being  taken  by  one  angler,  and  a  41b.  2oz.  pike  and 
some  perch  have  been  secured  by  another  .sports- 
man. Roach  have  been  caught  in  this  district  and 
at  Hertford  and  Rye  House.  Nice  roach  and  dace 
were  secured  on  Monday  at  Hertford.  Some  perch 
have  also  been  had  here. — Izaak  Walton. 

iMiLgg  and  Arrow  (Jjeominscex-i. — Both  these 
streams  have  now  more  water  running  down  them 
than  for  some  months.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable,  and  from  severe  frost  it  has  gone  to 
like  spring  one  day,  followed  by  cold,  raw  nights. 
The  waters  are  stained,  and  have  evidently  a  good  lot 
of  snow  in  them ;  this  will  clear  by  the  end  of  the 
week,  when,  if  the  weather  holds  up,  there  will  be  a 
prospect  of  some  grayling  being  landed  with  grass- 
hopper, fly,  and  maggot.  Very  little  angling  done 
in  this  part  this  week.  The  Pinsley  is  stained. — 
Gwynne. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  here  is  now 
in  fine  condition  both  for  pike  and  roach,  which 
have  been  feeding  well  these  last  few  days  now  that 
there  is  more  colour  in  the  water  ;  the  large  roach 
are  taking  lobs  well.  Mr.  Clements  took  some  very 
good  ones,  and  Mr.  William  Perch  got  a  beautiful 
lot,  several  going  over  1  Jib.  each.  Perch  have  also 
been  freely  feeding;  some  good  bags  as  regards 
numbers,  but  nothing  over  l|lb. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  rather  clear,  sport 
still  somewhat  slow ;  a  few  pike  have  been  taken, 
but  nothing  very  sensational  will  be  done  I  fear 
until  sufficient  rain  has  fallen  to  thicken  the  water. 
— C.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn.  Vvrnwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Iilanymy- 
nech). — Wild  and  unsettled  weather  has  prevailed 
in  this  neighbourhood  during  the  past  week,  and 
angling  has  been  almost  at  a  standstill,  as  the  rivers 
have  been  altogether  out  of  condition  owing  to 
frequent  and  very  heavy  showers  of  rain,  and  strong 
gales  from  the  south-west  have  caused  all  these 
rivers  to  rise  much  above  their  average  level,  and 
they  have  also  been  full  of  snow  water  owing  to  the 
melting-  snow  from  the  higher  Welsh  mo  untains. 
At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night)  appear- 
ances are  more  promising,  as,  after  a  fine  and  mild 
day,  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  sharp  frost  before 
morning.  Before  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  got  so 
much  out  of  condition  some  fair-sized  pike  were 
captured,  most  of  which  were  taken  in  the  Vyxnwy. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  river,  which  has 
been  clear  for  so  long,  has  at  last  got  a  change,  and 
is  coloured,  although  very  slightly.  Fish,  especially 
roach,  are  beginning  to  feed  better.  We  had 
heavy  rain  on  Dec.  6,  which  must  much  improve 
the  water,  and  the  fishing  prospects  are  decidedly 
improved.  Some  fair  bags  of  roach  have  been  made 
up  to  121b.  per  rod,  but  fish  have  not  been  large, 
the  best  one  I  have  seen  going  lib.  3oz.  Some 
small  pike  have  also  been  taken,  but  nothing  of  any 
size.  Gentles  or  paste  are  the  best  bait  for  roach, 
and  live-bait  or  spinning  with  a  natural  bait  the 
best  for  jack. — W.  S.  Bainbbidge. 


Pike  Tackle.— The  Harrogate  Spinner  has  given  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  thousands  of  Anglers  ;  kills  fish  when  no  other 
bait  will.  Is.  9d.  each.  Preserved  Natural  Baits,  Is.  6d.  per 
bottle.  The  Westerman  Spinner,  for  natural  or  preserved  bait,  is 
iised  by  all  the  leading  Yorkshire  pike  fishers.  Is.  each.  Spin- 
ning Traces,  6d.  and  Is.  Live  Bait  Traces,  4d.  Jardine  Snaps,  3d. 
Strongest  Salmon  Gut  Traces,  Is.  6d.  All  post  free.— J.  E.  MU/LKB, 
Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  Leeds.  Telegrams,  "Piscator,  Leeds.  " 


Sussex  '  Kivers     and    Chichester    Canal. — 

With  the  recent  thaw  rivers  were  lor  awhile  out  of 
trim,  but  had  recovered  sufficiently  for  pike  and 
porch  fishermen.  ,4 Within  the  pa-st  few  days  rain 
has  fallen  heavily,  and  with  half  a  gale  of  wind 
angling  was  scarcely  possible.  From  the  Ouse  at 
isfield,  on  Dec.  4,  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove  took  a  pike  of 
5|lb.,  Mr.  G,  Lewis  one  of  4|lb.,  and  Mr.  E.  Auche- 
son  captured  a  few  nice  roach.  A  grand  pike  of  201b. 
is  reported  from  the  Adur,  taken  by  a  Henfield 
angler.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  a  taxidermist  for 
preservation.  A  fine  perch  was  taken  from  Chiches- 
ter Canal  weighing  31b.  8oz.  A  brace  of  small  pike — 
under  51b — bream  of  IJlb.,  and  roach  of  8oz.  are 
among  the  captures  of  the  week.  The  water  has 
been  lower  during  the  week,  and  several  anglers  out, 
some  With  from  six  to  nine  lines  and  sticks,  baiting 
with  live  gorge,  but  their  efforts  have  not  proved  a 
success — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  ^Iiudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  higher  than  it  has  been  for  some  months. 
There  has  been  quite  a  change  in  the  weather  to 
last  week  ;  all  the  snow  has  gone,  and  in  place  of 
snow  and  frost  we  have  had  very  heavy  falls  of 
rain  accompanied  by  thunder,  and  very  mild. 
The  livers  have  been  greatly  refreshed  by 
the  rain,  but  anglers  have  been  very  chary 
about  going  out,  and  only  a  few  rods  have  been 
on  the  river  this  week,  and  they  have  >  et  with 
indifferent  sport,  the  fish  not  going  at  all  well, 
no  doubt  owing  to  snow  being  in  the  water.  The 
water  is  a  nice  level,  and  should  run  clear  again  in  a 
few  days.  At  the  end  of  last  week  the  grayling  were 
moving  fairly  well,  and  some  good  fish  were  taken 
with  Green  Insect,  Red  Tag,  and  Whir'ing  Blue. 
With  maggot,  on  Monday,  some  coarse  fi-h  and  a 
few  grayling  were  landed  near  Burway.  Fishing  on 
Tuesday  below  Ludford,  sport  was  had  with  maggot. 
Pike  should  begin  to  move  now.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  slightly  stained,  nothing 
done  on  them  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury), — In  this  part  the  sudden  thaw, 
followed  by  some  heavy  falls  of  rain,  has  melted 
and  washed  all  the  snow  away,  and  there  is  now  a 
good  deal  of  snow  water  in  the  river.  Angling  has 
been  very  quiet  of  late,  the  weather  has  been  so 
very  changeable,  one  day  warm,  and  like  spring,  the 
next  cold  and  raw,  and  they  would  be  more  likely 
to  catch  colds  than  fish.  The  river  has  been  stained, 
and  rose  a  little.  The  snow  is  quickly  running  off, 
and  if  we  get  no  more  rain  the  water  should  be  in 
capital  order  for  fishing  ;  rain  has  refreshed  it.  The 
Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  stained. — ■ 
Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — Fishing  during  the  past  week 
fairly  good.  Dr.  Devis,  of  Bristol,  caught  a  basket 
of  very  good  rudd  on  Dec.  5,  and  got  twelve  runs 
spinning  for  pike,  and  landed  nine,  the  largest  just 
over  51b.  Mr.  Pearse,  of  Birmingham,  one  day 
got  ten  runs  and  landed  six  pike,  the  largest  7Jlb. 
— Wm.  Vickery. 

Tore,  SwaXe,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Oerwent,  Onae, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  our  Yorkshire  streams  have  been 
running  fairly  high.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore,  in  the  districts  of  Hawes,  Aysgarth,  Redmire, 
and  Wensley,  there  has  been  very  few  rods  seen  out 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  those  that  have  been 
out  have  found  sport  rather  quiet.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out  in  the  districts  of  Masham,  Tanfield, 
and  Ripon.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  fairly  good. 
The  best  baskets  of  grayling  have  been  taken  by 
swimming  the  worm  and  maggot.  The  Swale  has 
been  running  high  during  the  last  few  days.  One  or 
two  anglers  have  done  well  amongst  the  grayling  at 
Easeby,  also  at  Catterick  and  Ainderby.  On  Satur- 
day last,  Messrs.  Almond  and  Richardson  had 
some  very  fair  sport,  securing  about  121b. 
of  mixed  ifish.  In  the  river  Nidd  sport  has  been 
somewhat  at  a  standstill  in  the  upper  reaches.  I  hear 
the  Harrogate  Conservative  Angling  Club  purpose 
stocking  tlieir  waters  with  trout  and  grayling  in 
the  district  of  Dacre  Banks.  In  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Nidd  very  Uttle  angling  has  been  done  at 
Knaresborough,  Walshford  Bridge,  and  Hunsingore. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  running  faiily  high  all  the 
week ;  a  few  fishermen  have  been  out  on  the  upper 
reaches  at  KUnsey,  Appletreewick,  and  Grassington. 
Sport  amongst  the  grayling  has  been  fair.  At  llklej- 
sport  has  varied ;  some  very  nice  fish  were  caught  with 
the  worm  up  to  Saturday.  Very  little  has  been  done 
between  Otley  and  Harewood.  A  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  between  Harewood  and  Col.ingham 
Bridge,  and  some  very  nice  catches  of  fish  have 
been  made.  In  the  districts  of  Wetherby  and  Boston 
Spa  a  few  rods  out ;  sport  has  not  been  good, 
a  few  nice  chub  have  been  caught.  In  the 
Tadcaster  and  Uileskelf  districts  a  few  pike  fishermen 
have  been  out,  but  sport  rather  quiet.  Since 
Monday  we  have  had  a  variety  of  weather,  and 
the  Yore,  Wharfe,  and  Nidd  are  all  running 
fairly  high,  but  should  no  more  rain  fall  all  the 
Yorkshire  streams  will  be  in  excellent  trim  by  the 
week-end.    The  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  met  on 
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Dec.  3  at  York.  The  E  irl  of  Haiewood  presided, 
with  the  foil  wirg  pent'empn  : — The  Hon.  G.  E. 
Lascelles,  Mr.  J.  W.  Lodg3,  The  Hon.  W.  A.  Orde- 
Powlett,  Mr.  A.  S.  Lawson,  Mr.  B.  Haworth-Booth, 
Mr.  A.  F.  Burton,  Mr.  A.  H.  Brookshank,  dptain 
VV.  H.  Key,  Mr.  W.  D.  Russell,  Mr.  W.  H.  St. 
Ouintin,  Colonel  R.  F.  Meyspy-Thompson,  Mr. 
W.  G.  Rovston,  Captain  M.  Diinnington-Jeffer- 
son,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones  (socretary).  An  im- 
portant decision  was  arrived  at  with  regard 
1 1  the  preservation  tind  protection  of  cour  se  fisheries 
of  tbe  countv.  M".  Jones  said  that  in  thinking  the 
matt3r  over  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  their 
case  misrht  be  met  by  a  general  licence  which  could 
be  issued  under  Section  32  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act, 
1865.  After  a  lot  of  discussion  the  chairman  moved 
that  the  secretary  be  empowered  to  com  municate  with 
the  various  angling  clubs  and  to  issue  general  licences 
to  each  club  on  the  basis  of  Is.  per  member,  the 
Board  on  their  part  undertaking  the  same  duties  as 
to  prosscutions  for  poaching,  preservation  of  coarse 
fish,  etc.,  as  they  have  hitherto  exercised  with 
regard  to  trout.  Mr.  W.  G.  Royston  seconded  the 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  will  be  held  in  February. 
One  correspondent  writes  to  say  to-day  (Dec.  7)  that 
the  Y^ore  and  Swale  are  clear  of  snow-broth,  but 
running  high.  The  barometer  has  a  downward 
tendency,  so  more  rain  can  be  expected.  On  the 
three  conc'uding  days  of  last  week,  with  the  river 
Yore  full  of  snow-broth,  Mr.  R.  Kell,  of  Leyburn, 
caught  over  fifty  grayling,  also  a  number  of  dace, 
all  the  fish  being  caught  with  brandling  worm 
fished  on  Miller's  crank-shanked  grayling  hook. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballinderry  (Coagli,  co.  Tjrrone). — The  Ballin- 

derry  is  at  a  fair  height,  which  is  an  additional 
protection  against  the  raids  of  poachers  on  the 
unprotected  parts  of  the  river  and  its  numerous 
tributaries.  Ths  largest  runs  of  salmon  usually 
take  place  about  the  week  before  Christmas. — 
J.  A  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — Notwithstanding  the 
mild  weather  we  are  now  enjoying  there  is  very 
little  coarse  fishing  being  done  on  local  waters,  pike 
and  perch  being  off  the  feed  and  liream  rather 
sulky.  Brown  trout  spawning  is  almost  over  on 
most  of  the  small  streams,  but  fresh  salmon  continue 
to  run  the  Antrim  and  Down  rivers.  The  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  rainbows  are  getting  on 
famously  in  the  Waterworks.  They  can  be  seen 
jumping  merrily  at  midday,  and  apparently  in  good 
condition  yet. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — The  week-end  was  not  very  grand  for 
general  fishing,  although  Mr.  Morrell,  fishing  with 
Billy  Baker,  had  the  hick  to  take  ten  score  of 
whiting — the  largest  this  season — -on  Dec.  3.  The 
same  day  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Cawley,  fishing 
in  the  motor-boat,  three  score  large  whiting,  one 
codling  31b.,  two  dabs, andMr.  Cawley  lost  agoodfish. 
On  Dec.  4,  wind  S.W.,  looking  rather  ugly  first  part 
of  day  ;  a  few  boats  put  out  to  the  fishing  grounds, 
but  had  to  return  early  owing  to  the  wind  increas- 
ing to  a  gale.  Mr.  R.  M.  Curtis,  jun.,  and  friend, 
fishing  with  Dick  Riley,  forty-six  good  whiting  and 
several  dogfish.  Messrs.  Spicer,  Collett,  and  two 
friends,  in  galley-punt  with  H.  Norris,  jun.,  and  E. 
Dean,  three  score  good  whiting  and  several  other 
fish.  On  Dec.  5,  nothing  done  worth  mention  in 
way  of  fishing.  On  Dec.  6,  gale,  S.W.,  which  has 
made  the  water  very  thick,  and  in  consequence  the 
sport  wasnot  very  grand  on  Dec.  7,  owing  to  the  wind 
chopping  about.  At  time  of  writing  weather  fine 
and  wind  westerly,  and  should  it  now  keep  moderate 
with  westerly  winds  in  all  probability  there  will  be 
decent  sport. — Edward  Hajmoer  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier).  — The  long-wished  for  strong 
wdnd  has  been  and  is  gone,  and  it  has  imparted 
plenty  of  colour  into  the  water,  so  that  hopes  run 
high  with  regard  to  good  sport  in  the  immediate 
future.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  rough  wind 
some  fair  catches  of  codling  and  large  pouting  were 
made,  but  scarcely  a  single  whiting  came  to  hand. 
Most  of  these  catches  were  made  just  after  darkness 
had  set  in,  the  sport  obtained  later  in  the  evenings 
being  very  meagre.  Lugworm  and  hermit  crab  baits 
were  in  all  instances  the  most  killing,  the  fish  scarcely 
deigning  to  patronise  the  sprat.  On  Friday,  Dec.  2, 
four  ladies  and  seven  gentlemen,  including  Mr.  C.  A. 
Payton,  H.B.M.  Consul  at  Calais,  fished  for  several 
hours  with  small  results,  only  a  few  pouting  and 
dabs  coming  to  hand.  Saturday,  Doc.  3,  witnessed 
no  improvement  whatever,  the  night  fishing  also 
proving  very  indifferent.  Mr.  F.  S.  Eldridge,  Mr.  F. 
Eldridge,  Mr.  W.  O.  Goldsmith,  and  Mr.  H.  Quennell 
did  but  little  on  the  following  day,  but  the  last-named 
gentleman  hooked  and  landed  a  lobster  of  6ilb., 


to  all  appearances  U  very  old  fish  and  somewhat  out 
of  condition.  The  anglers  on  Monday  comprised 
Mrs.  Harris,  and  Messrs  Curtiss,  Seymour,  I^arkman, 
Pierpoint,  Dodd,  Wilson,  Buslmell,  Waddell,  and 
Baum.  Their  united  efforts  thi'ougliout  the  day 
met  with  little  response,  the  lady  having  decidedly 
the  best  catch  for  the  time,  but  night  hours 
brought  brisker  sport,  and  Mr.  Baum  and  Mr. 
Waddell  each  made  a  good  bag,  chiefly  codling.  The 
weather  on  Dec.  6  was  very  boisterous,  but  the  thick 
water  harboured  numbers  of  codling  which  took 
the  baits  readily.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finn  joined  forces 
with  several  others  above-mentioned  in  the  after- 
noon, but  the  heavy  prevailing  sqvia'ls  rendered  all 
fishing  operations  extremely  precarious.  Improved 
conditions  of  water  brought  increased  numbers  of 
anglers  upon  the  pier  on  Dec.  7,  and  the  catches 
of  the  day  included  codling,  conger,  whiting,  pouting, 
and  sole,  though  nothing  like  old-fashioned  sport 
was  obtained. — J.  RtonARDsoN  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flyxaoxith. — What  with  wha'es  and  dogfish,  the 
fishermen  are  having  a  lively  time  of  it.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  the  whales.  They  were  about 
sixty  feet  long,  nn;l  were  seen  by  t'le  lighthou  e 
keepers  on  their  way  in  and  out  from  Plymouth.  I 
expect  they  wer  3  followincr  the  h -rrings.  as  that  is 
their  favourite  fond.  With  regard  to  the  doafish, 
we  have  to  thank  tlie  foul  bays  fo-  them.  It  is  wall 
known  that  they  are  very  foul  feeders,  and  are  very 
fond  of  small  ci  u~tacea  and  spider  crabs,  and  these 
abound  in  the  bays.  When  the  bays  are  open  for 
trawling  I  expect  the  dogfish  will  vanish.  The  pier 
fishermen  have  not  been  doing  much.  Still  a  fow 
bass  are  being  taken  occasionally,  but  lhay  cannot 
be  depended  upon.  Smelt  are  plentiful. — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Sonthwold.  —  Little  if  any  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  the  pier  fishing  during  the  la.st  week, 
and  the  same  old  tale  of  absence  of  any  decent  sport 
has  again  to  be  recorded.  Fewer  anglers  are  now 
en  endence,  as  several  who  during  this  weary 
season  have  "stood  by"  the  pier  and  its  fishing, 
hoping  for  better  luck,  have  at  last  thrown  up  the 
sponge  and  returned  to  town,  uttering  no  doubt 
soft  anathemas  en  route.  Mr.  Crimmen  took  a  filb. 
codling  on  Dec.  3,  and  Master  Dickenson,  a  school 
lad,  has  become  the  envied  of  his  schoolfellows  by 
catching  an  vmcommonly  fine  whiting  of  21b.  2oz., 
the  largest  caught  this  year,  and  which  will  no  doubt 
take  the  pier  ticket  prize.  This  was  undoubtedly 
a  rara  avis,  or  rarapiscis,  as  no  decent-sized  whiting 
have  been  otherwise  hooked  during  the  week.  Your 
hon.  correspondent  also,  on  Dec.  3,  took  a  91b. 
codling,  and  also  weighed  in  two  fine  dabs,  one 
weighing  lib.  4oz.  and  the  other  lib.  6oz.  He  had 
two  last  week  of  lib.  3oz.  and  lib.  6  |oz.  respectively. 
There  really  does  appear  to  be  a  better  prospect  of 
cod  as  the  local  fishermen  have  taken  some  goodly 
number  on  their  lines  a  short  distance  off  the  shore, 
one  being  a  30-pounder. — Leonard  B.  Wrightson 
(B.S.A.S.).   


Ppovineial  flugUng  Notes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning^ 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  A. A.,  together  with  the  Pro- 
vincial, have  obtained  the  concession  to  book  from 
Snow  Hill,  Hockjey,  Soho  and  Winson  Green, 
Handsworth,  Bordesley  and  Small  Heath  to  the 
following  stations  at  the  reduced  fares : — To 
Cropody,  Lechlade,  Crudginton,  Berrington  via 
Salop,  Berrington  via  Bridgnorth,  Warwick  and 
Leamington.  The  concert  in  aid  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  to  be  held  on 
December  11,  at  the  Gaietj'  Music-hall,  looks 
like  being  a  big  success.  A  number  of  special 
artists  have  given  their  services,  and  a  splendid 
programme  has  been  arranged  by  Mr.  Albert 
Bushell,  the  genial  manager  of  the  hall.  Pike  have 
been  on  the  move  in  certain  Avon  districts  ;  one  of 
111b.  was  taken  at  Fladbury  last  week  by  a  member 
of  the  Small  Heath  society.  In  the  Bidford  and 
Binton  districts  pike  are  feeding  well,  the  snow 
broth  has  cleared  away  from  the  river,  and  good 
sport  will  now  be  obtainable.  The  river  Anker 
at  Tam worth  has  yielded*  some  good  pike. 
A  member  of  the  Fox  and  Grapes  club  took  over 
301b.  of  fish  at  the  latter  end  of  last  week.  Grayling 
fishing  has  been  good  on  the  Blythe,  and  on  the 
Teme  in  the  Ludlow  district  sport  has  been  above 
the  average  ;  roach  and  dace  have  also  been  taken 
in  fair  quantities,  and  some  good  pike  have  been 
taken  from  the  same  river.  Matters  have  been  very 
quiet  on  the  Severn,  both  in  the  upper  and  lower 
reaches  ;  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  late  snows,  as 
the  river  is  not  clear  of  the  enemy  yet.  Wo  are 
making  new  clubs  every  month,  and  from  what  J 
can  hear,  the  new  club  at  the  Birmingham^Arms 
Hotel,  Smithfield,  looks  like  doing  big  things  next 


year.  The  club  have  a  nice  bit  of  the  Trent,  and 
are  on  the  look-out  for  more  water.  The  Aston 
Britannia  club  are  again  doing  well  ;  they  have 
had  a  most  successful  year,  and  look  like  making 
rapid  progress  in  the  future.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  Gun  and  St.  Paul's  clubs. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  frost  has  gone,  and  anglers  are  resuming 
operations.  Considering  the  amount  of  snow  which 
fell  and  the  suddenness  of  its  disappearance,  the 
waters  wore  not  affected  to  any  appreciable  extent. 
Several  pike  rods  have  been  out  this  week,  but  up 
to  the  time  of  writing  sport  had  not>been  of  a  very 
high  order.  Those  who  have  trolled  along  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  have  perhaps  done  as  well 
as  any.  A  brace  and  a  half — the  best  weighing 
01  b.  2oz. — fell  to  one  rod  on  Monday,  and  another 
angler  had  a  bra^e  weighing  91b.  the  pair.  The 
sport,  however,  is  improving  on  most  waters,  and  I 
hope  to  hear  some  good  things  both  from  the  Witham 
and  Welland  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  days. 
The  return  of  the  milder  weather  should  put  roach 
on  the  feed,  and  those  who  are  keen  about  a  spell 
of  bottom  fishing  should  now  have  some  luck. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  rivers  are  now,  from  an  angling  point  of 
view,  in  first-class  condition,  and  the  weather  during 
the  past  week  has  been  favourable  for  operations 
both  in  pike  and  roach  fishing,  and  of  the  latter 
several  nice  takes  have  been  had  both  in  the 
Driffield  Canal  and  top  stretches  of  the  Hull,  where 
fish  up  to  lib.  each  and  over  have  been  secured 
both  with  paste  and  worm.  And  anglers  visiting 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  above  Sodhouse 
Lock,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Foulness 
entrance,  have  done  fairly  well,  both  pike,  perch, 
and  roach  being  brought  to  bank.  The  Globe 
A..-\.  of  Hull  held  their  seventh  anniversary  the 
other  evening,  which  was  a  most  enjoyable  one, 
Mr.  J.  Friston,  the  president,  keeping  the  ball 
a-rolling  in  his  usual  style  so  pleasing  to  the  members, 
of  which  there  were  about  eighty  with  friends, 
who  were  only  too  sorry  when  the  affair  was  at  an 
end. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoUin  is  still  too  full  of  water  (Dec.  7)  for 
successful  angling,  and  this  state  of  things  probably 
<>xists  in  our  other  popular  rivers.  At  Warrington 
angling  matters  are  about  as  flat  and  iminteresting 
as  it  is  possible  to  be.  They  have,  however,  secured 
some  arrangements  for  fishing  in  the  North  Staffs 
Canal  at  Acton  Bridge,  and  have  designs  on  another 
water.  At  Liverpool  things  have  slackened  down  a 
bit,  but  still  there  is  plenty  of  activity  in  evidence. 
The  ice  has  at  last  gone  from  our  still  waters,  but 
very  few  pike  are  taken.  Little,  if  any,  grayling 
are  met  with,  but  when  they  are  found  they  are  in 
the  best  possible  condition.  Our  county  rods  are 
quite  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  sea  fisshing  at 
Llandudno,  and  with  Rhyl  so  close  to  hand,  sea 
fishing  should  get  a  boom  in  this  district  for  the 
future. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  city  rods  appear  to  have  had  all  the  pluck 
taken  out  of  them  by  the  recent  severe  weather. 
All  the  same,  two  of  them  visited  Cheshire  on 
Saturday  last  in  the  hope  of  finding  the  ice  gone 
and  probably  a  pike  or  two,  but  returned  without 
one.  Another  on  the  Broads  reports  very  good 
sport,  and  in  numbers  on  one  day  something  like  a 
record.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  on  Monday  next  hope 
to  have  the  promised  lecture  by  Mr.  Harkness, 
which  sudden  illness  prevented  him  giving  on  Nov. 
28.  The  Union  Chapel  Anglers,  next  Monday,  will 
hold  their  annual  "  At  Home  "  and  ladies'  night,  an 
event  always  attended  by  large  audiences  and  much 
pleasure.  The  Craven  and  Albion  A.S.  have  been 
enjoying  social  events,  and  there  are  many  more  in 
evidence.,  An  important  meeting  of  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery  was  summoned  for  last  evening  to 
deal  with  tlie  report  of  the  open  meetings  on 
Nov.  26,  and  other  business. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  regained  its  normal  condition. 
The  snow  went  very  slowly'  and  only  produced  a 
rise  of  about  a  couple  of  feet.  Some  pike  have 
been  caught  with  the  live-bait  on  various  parts 
of  the  river.  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  of  the  Wellington 
Society,  has  had  four,  in  two  outings,  from  Shard- 
low,  and  fish  of  good  size  are  reported  to  have  been 
run  and  landed  at  Weston,  King's  Mills,  Hazleford, 
and  Kelham.  On  Dec.  3,  at  Shardlow,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  gave  the  club  swims  a  trial  with  greaves,  and 
was  fairly  successful.  The  beauty  of  the  stretch 
is  that  one  has  not  far  to  go  to  reach  another  swim 
—and  plenty  must  be  covered  in  a  day  if  sport  is 
the  object.  Chub  have  also  shown  sport,  though 
to  pith  and  brains,  at  Kelham,  Flintham  Hill.-., 
Holme  Pierrepont,  and  Clifton  (Grove  swims).  A 
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fair  quantity  of  splendid  roach  have  been  creeled 
with  worm  and  paste  at  Clifton,  Wilford,  Farndon, 
Rolleston  (Corbon's  Ait),  Attenborough,  Barton, 
and  Trent  Lock.  On  Dec.  5,  in  tlie  Church  meadow 
at  Wilford,  a  veteran,  whose  name  I  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain,  caught  a  brace  of  very  fine  perch 
with  the  "  tail  end."  The  heavier  weighed  31b.  and 
was  most  beautifully  marked.  During  Tuesday 
night  there  was  a  seasonable  frost,  and  this  ought 
to  set  pike  freely  on  the  rim.  Prospects,  all  rovmd, 
when  this  report  was  despatched,  were  all  that 
could  be  desired. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  icy-cold  snow  waters  which  ha\  e  swelled  the 
fishing  streams  during  the  past  fortnight  have 
rendered  sport  impracticable,  and  no  angling  worth 
mentioning  has  taken  place  amongst  either  graylmg 
IT  coarse  fishers.  The  weather,  too,  remains  fitful 
and  uncertain.  Conditions  must  change  before  fish 
will  feed  with  sufficient  freedom.  There  is  free 
discussion  amongst  amalgamated  and  other  anglers 
concerning  the  important  decision  at  which  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  arrived  at  their  meeting  in 
York  on  Dec.  3,  which  empowers  the  secretary  to 
issue  a  general  trout  and  rod  licence  to  angling 
clubs  in  the  county  at  the  scale  of  the  present 
trout  rod  licence,  on  the  basis  of  Is.  per  member,  the 
Board  undertaking  the  sam?  duties  as  regards 
prosecution  for  poaching  and  the  preservation  of 
coarse  fish,  etc.,  hitherto  exercised  by  them  in 
regard  to  trout.  There  is  general  approval  of  this 
resolution  amongst  genuine  York  anglers,  who  are 
keenly  sensitive  of  the  proffered  advantages. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  wild  and  wet  generally 
tliroughout  the  country  since  last  notes.  Spawning 
has  progressed  well,  and  so  far  the  spawTiing  season 
all  rovmd  has  been  satisfactory.  Very  little  sea 
angling  has  been  done  anywhere  since  last  notes 
owing  to  tempestuous  weather  and  a  very  high  sea. 
As  fresh  fish  commands  a  high  price  at  Cluristmas 
time,  many  fishermen  will  go  out  then  to  provide 
fish,  if  possible,  for  the  Christmas  markets,  and  at 
those  stations  where  whiting  are  had  these  fish  will 
be  eagerly  sought  for.  Much  regret  has  been  felt 
among  all  those  who  knew  him  at  the  death  of 
Major  Cresswell,  which  event  took  place  last  week 
at  the  Butler's  Arms  Hotel,  Waterville,  where  the 
deceased  had  been  staying  permanently  for  some 
years  past.  The  Major  had  been  in  poor  health 
for  some  time  past,  and  his  illness  took  a  serouis 
turn  lately,  so  that  his  death  was  not  unexpected. 
He  was  a  most  successful  salmon  fisherman,  and 
had  fished  Waterville  Lake  practically  through- 
out the  season  for  the  past  seventeen  years 
imder  the  guidance  of  James  Leary,  jvm.  He 
reached  an  advanced  age,  having  served  as 
captau>  in  the  Crimean  War,  where  he  was  woimded 
in  the  trenches,  and  received  injuries  which  neces- 
sitated his  leaving  the  army  on  pension.  His  name 
was  well  known  to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
and  other  papers,  as  none  appeared  oftener  or  more 
regularly  in  the  angling  reports  than  his.  An 
angling  club  was  formed  last  week  in  Cork  City. 
The  president  of  the  club  is  Lord  Bandon,  vice- 
presidents.  Sir  Gteorge  Colthurst  and  Alderman 
Henry  Dale  ;  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  P.  Gamble  ;  hon. 
treasurer,  Mr.  Bernard  Dooley.  Committee,  Messrs. 
T.  Ireton,  T.  McCarthy,  T.  O'Connor,  R.  FitzGibbon, 
S.  Haynes,  E.  Perry,  C.  O'Connell,  H.  Hosford,  T. 
Lynch,  W.  Ireton,  F.  Neville,  and  J.  Coath. 

North  of  Ireland. 
A  good  result  is  expected  from  Sir  Neville  Cham- 
berlain's scheme  for  the  utilisation  of  the  Royal 
Iri.sh  Constabulary  foi-  the  protection  of  the  rivers 
fiuring  the  spawning  months,  provided  that  the 
various  boards  of  conservators  agree  to  his  sugges- 
tions. It  is  the  first  step  towards  Government  pro- 
tection of  the  very  valuable  Irish  fisheries.  Reports 
trom  the  majority  of  the  North  of  Ireland  rivers 
-p<^ak  well  of  the  prospects  of  tlie  spawning  season, 
pidging  from  the  numbers  of  spawning  salmon  on 
the  redds.  So  far  none  of  the  daring  raids  by 
-irmed  gangs  of  poachers,  so  prevalent  the  last  two 
-easons,  has  been  reported  this  season. 


llssocittUons,  etc. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Upon  entering  the  brilliantly  -  lighted  Regent's 
Saloon  at  the  Cafe  Monico  on  Wednesday  night, 
one  could  not  help  indulging  in  tho\ight  in  the 
compari.sons  so  often  called  odious.  The  exception 
to  even  this  rule  was,  however,  found.  The  many 
md  familiar  faces  8  j  recently  seen  at  Deal  in  the 
'<mpetition  week — under  boating  cap  and  sou'- 
wester, wit?i  set  features  and  intent  on  the  capture  of 
hi(?  fish — were  all  here  wreathed  in  smiles,  thorough 
]n<:'At:t  if  plnco'l  t.y  the  conventional  swiill  >w-tiiil, 


or  mess  jacket — the  sea  boots  by  patent  shoes,  and 
with  the  capacious  shirt  front,  without  which  no 
Englishman  can  meet  ladies  in  the  evening.  And 
the  difference  was  as  marked  in  the  ladies  them- 
selves, whose  toilettes  the  charm  of  which  no 
mere  man  can  describe,  but  every  man  realises, 
added  a  final  touch  to  a  brilliant  scene.  With 
the  untiring  energy  of  the  true  sportsman  and 
sportswoman,  the  society  gave  its  Annual  Ladies' 
Concert.  All  its  meetings  m  Fetter-lane  are  men's 
meetings — the  men  dine  alone  at  the  annual  dinner 
in  March,  but  twice  a  year  the  lady  members  and 
the  wives  and  daughters  are  invited  to  special 
entertainments  got  up  in  their  honour.  The  sport 
of  sea  anghng  is  by  no  means  a  solitary  pursuit  in 
itself,  its  off  days  should  therefore  not  be  spent 
alone.  Though  the  Regent's  Saloon  is  said  to  seat 
300,  it  was  full  before  eight  o'clock  struck,  and 
continued  fresh  arrivals  threw  heavy  work  upon 
Messrs.  George  Read  Clarke,  Summers,  Croft 
Handley,  Bates,  Mallett,  Nickels  and  Bullock,  mem- 
bers of  the  entertainment  sub-committee,  and  Mr. 
Pickup,  the  active  secretary  of  the  society.  Seats 
had  to  be  found  for  the  ladies,  and  they  were 
found  by  the  cheerful  sacrifice  of  comfort  by  the 
men,  who  formed  a  very  thick  fringe  at  the  back, 
at  the  doors  and  the  ante-room,  and  on  the  whole 
theie  was  no  suffering.  The  programme  was  a  most 
entertaining  one.  The  display  of  toils  and  with  Indian 
clubs,  a  pleasing  novelty,  most  successfully  given  by 
Miss  Nevill  Nickols  and  Miss  Fio  Reid,  met  with  much 
applause.  Miss  Irene  Barrett's  recitations,  "  Pictures 
from  Punch,"  ''Up-to-datj,  '  and  "Our  Baby," 
left  nothing  to  be  desii'ed.  Mr.  Charles  Bertram's 
sleight  of  hand  was  very  good ;  Mr.  Joseph  Hall, 
R.A.M.,  with  pleasing  voice  and  a  perfect  execution 
sang  the  old  favourite,  "  Mary  of  Argyle,"  and  Tosti's 
"My  Dreams";  Mr.  Lawrence  Crisfield  (a  great 
favourite  with  the  members)  was  successful  in 
"Sincerity,"  and  "Look  down,  dear  eyes";  Mr. 
James  Chilcott  was  encored  in  one  of  his  two 
humorous  songs,  and  was  indeed  hiunorous,  as  the 
hearty  laughter  of  his  audience  testified.  Mr. 
Fred  Chester's  ventriloquial  sketch  was  most 
successful  and  amusing,  especially  so  the  "old 
man's"  singing,  causing  roars  of  laughter.  His 
humorous  recitation  met  with  an  encore.  Mr. 
John  Edgar,  as  usual,  presided  at  the  piano, 
and  his  solos — Binding's  "Rustle  of  Spring," 
and  the  "  Polonaise  "  by  Chopin — were  exceedingly 
well  rendered.  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke,  as  chairman 
of  the  entertainment  committee,  kept  the  parts 
well  announced,  and  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  at  the  close, 
in  terms  happily  chosen,  thanked,  on  behalf  of 
the  audience,  all  those  who  had  arranged  for  and 
ministered  to  their  pleasure  so  successfully  and 
so  well.  On  Wednesday  next,  at  the  Fetter- lane 
rooms,  a  paper,  "  Practical  Hints  on  Fishing  in  the 
South  of  Ireland,"  will  be  read  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett. 
— H.  P. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
On  Dec.  1,  a  large  gathering  of  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  a  dinner  at  the  Pelican  Hotel, 
All  Saints' -road,  W.,  the  society's  London  head- 
quarters. This  dinner  was  held  in  coimection  with 
the  "  sides  "  competition,  fished  a  few  weeks  ago  in 
the  Uxbridge  section  of  the  society's  fishery. 
Messrs.  Yarham  and  Wilkins,  who  captained  the 
winning  and  losing  "  teams  "  respectively,  occupied 
the  chair  and  vice-chair.  After  the  cloth  had  been 
removed,  the  chairman  gave  "  The  King."  The 
secretary  proposed  "  The  Winners  and  Losers,"  and 
Messrs.  Yarham  and  Wilkins  suitably  replied.  The 
musical  part  of  the  programme  was  kindly  contri- 
buted to  by  Messrs.  D.  Austin  (comic),  Jones, 
Marks,  W.  Phillips  (comic),  and  Walker  (phono- 
gi'aph).  ■'  Success  to  the  Society,"  given  by  Mr.  '\  . 
Adams,  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Councillor  Sparks, 
Mr.  Armitage  proposing  "  The  Visitors."  Our 
hostess,  Mrs.  Beech,  assisted  by  Mr.  Dimgate,  served 
an  excellent  repast,  which  was  much  appreciated. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman, 
to  our  hostess,  and  others  ended  a  very  enjoyable 
evening.  Om-  Christmas  outing  and  competition  on 
Dec.  4  proved  a  record  as  regards  the  number  of 
^embers  who  journeyed  to  Haretield.  The  com- 
petition, in  which  nearly  forty  numbers  took  part, 
was  very  keen,  and  a  most  successful  oviting  was 
brought  to  a  close  at  the  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefield, 
where  a  substantial  tea  was  served.  The  fu'st  four 
wore  Messrs.  Yarham  (best  roach,  lib.  Gioz.),  Coutts, 
Walker  (best  dace,  GJoz.),  and  Blagrave  ;  other 
members  also  had  perch,  roach,  and  dace. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at  Broad-street 
Restaurant,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  D.  Isaacs 
presiding.  There  was  a  nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Cox  having  a  capital  tray  of  fine  chub  from  War- 
grave,  Mr.  Canton  also  exhibiting  a  nice  batch 
of  roach  from  private  water.  Mr.  Jesse  Birch,  in 
the  tideway  off'  Leigh,  had  taken  some  thirty  or 
more  exceptionally  fine  dabs,  but  Mr.  Parker,  at 


Deal,  had  been  only  moderately  successful.  The 
principal  item  of  the  evening  was  the  reading  by 
Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson  of  a  very  humorous  paper, 
entitled,  "  Sea-fishing  Experiences  of  a  Landluober," 
which  was  so  crammed  with  jokes,  puns,  and  tragi- 
comic episodes  that  it  kept  all  who  heard  it  in  a 
constant  state  of  merriment ;  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  state  that  at  the  close  Mr.  Thompson  received 
a  highly  appreciative  vote  of  thanks  for  his  very 
successful  essay,  a  copy  of  which  he  kindly  presented 
to  the  library,  which  during  the  evening  received 
tnany  valuable  additions  of  books  from  Messrs. 
Dryden,  Isaacs,  and  Hollands,  who  were  conjointly 
thanked  for  thoir  esteemed  donations.  The  usual 
C.  L.P.S.  toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  U>  the  chairman  closed  the  pro- 
ceedings, in  the  course  of  which  the  following 
announcements  were  made  : — An  outing  to  Leigh- 
on-Sea  on  Saturday,  Dec.  17,  when  Mr.  T.  Gilbert 
kindly  undertakes  arrangements,  besides  offering  a 
prize  for  competition  upon  the  occasion  ;  it  has 
also  been  arranged  that  the  same  esteemed  member 
will  read  a  paper  on  an  interesting  subject  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  3. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
A  considerable  amount  of  routine  business  was 
disposed  of  at  the  committee  meeting,  at  which  Mr. 
C.  L.  Gill  presided,  on  Dec.  6.  The  ordinary  meeting 
followed,  Mr.  J.  H.  Thonger  being  voted  to  the  chair. 
Many  inquiries  for  membership  for  190.5  were 
received.  The  final  arrangements  for  the  supper  on 
Tuesday  next  (Dec.  13)  were  completed.  Members 
should  note  that  eight  o'clock  is  the  time  for  this 
function.  A  splendid  tray  of  very  fine  roach,  part 
of  a  catch  of  forty-nine,  weighing  5Lpb.,  gi-aced  the 
table  ;  twenty  weighed  201b.  2oz.,  the  largest  being 
lib.  8oz.  These  were  a  particularly  level  lot,  ave- 
raging nearly  lib.  each.  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  was  the 
lucky  captor,  and  was  heartily  congratulated  on  his 
success.  Tuesday  was  not  quite  an  ideal  day  for 
roaching,  but  the  doctor  "  stuck  it."  Mr.  J.  Bayliffe 
also  came  in  for  a  share  of  good  wishes  consequent  on 
the  captm-e  of  two  nice  pike  from  Theale.  Their 
weights  were  13-J-lb.  and  81b.  Mr.  W.  Marshall  took 
three  score  whiting  and  dabs  at  Ramsgate. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  reunion  was  presided  over  on 
Dec.  7  by  Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes.  The  transaction  of 
the  essential  routine  business  cleared  the  way  for 
the  musical  entertainment  which  had  been  arranged 
by  Mi.  Attwood.  The  identity  of  the  person 
responsible  was  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  quality 
of  the  entertainment,  and  anticipations  were  fully 
realised.  Mr.  Haycraft,  as  pianist,  rendered  every 
assistance,  and  gave  us  some  delightful  solos. 
Mr.  Herbert  Weatherley,  with  "Awake"  and 
•'Mine  in  My  Dreams,"  "brought  down  the  house." 
Mr.  Harold  Pearce  was  delightful  with  "  Flight  of 
Ages"  and  "When  I  Awake."  Mr.  E.  Carter 
obliged  with  "Voice  of  the  Wind"  and  "Fond 
Heart,  Farewell."  Mr.  C.  Rowley's  violin  solos. 
Raff's  Cavatina  and  Mascagni's  Intermezzo,  were 
most  finished  performances.  Mr.  Rayner  gave 
some  successful  recitations.  Mr.  Attwood  made  the 
somewhat  daring  innovation  of  dispensing  altogether 
with  the  comic  element,  and  the  result  was  a  com- 
plete success.  As  may  be  gathered  from  the  above 
selection,  members  left  with  minds  attimed  to 
higher  things;  and  thus  incidentally  Mr.  Attwood 
has  apparently  solved  the  objections  which  are 
occasionally  raised  to  the  attendance  of  our 
benedict  members.  Mr.  Rayner  has  recorded  a 
grayling  of  I  Jib.  and  roach  up  to  lib.  8Joz. ;  ]VIr. 
Shaw  a  fine  show  (181b.),  roach  up  to  lib.  Sjoz., 
dace  up  to  lO^oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  dace  of  8oz.  and 
chub  from  the  Ouse ;  Mr.  J.  Potter,  good  Lea 
loach;  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Lathy,  Lea  chub,  average 
2ilb.— G.  W. 

HoLLowAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  W.  Radburn  presided  at  our  meeting  on 
Dec.  0.  Members  and  their  angling  friends  are 
specially  invited  to  attend  next  Tuesday  (Dec.  13), 
when  a  great  surprise  will  be  in  store  for  them.  Mr. 
H.  Stone  weighed  in  pike  21b.  14o7..  ;  Mr.  W.  Stokes, 
one  pike,  lOlb.— H.  C.  M.,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  was  in  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  exhibited  a  tray  of 
nice  roach  from  the  Uxbridge  water,  fish  feeding 
better  there  than  they  have  done  of  late.  ilr.  E.  K. 
Foreman  took  several  pike  in  private  preserves, 
including  one  of  111b.  8oz.  The  latter,  on  being 
opened,  was  foimd  to  have  inside  it  another  jack  of 
21b.  8oz.  in  weight.  At  Newbury  Mr.  Robert 
Bradford  had  no  sport,  and  Mr.  Colles  took  only  a 
small  fish.  Dr.  Head  got  a  couple  of  jack  at 
Uxbridge,  but  IMr.  Cuthbert  Ruddle  had  nothing 
worth  mentioning.  There  was  no  news  from  the 
Lambourne.  Grayling  fishing  here  closes  on  Dec.  31. 
— Hon.  Sec. 
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"  My  music  too  light  !  So  much  tJie  better,  it  is  the 
leas  likely  to  fall." — Offenbach. 


The  pike  are  on  at  St.  Ives  (Hunts),  which  is 
.some  slight  compensation  for  the  dehghtful  samples 
of  black  fogs,  white  frosts,  pouring  rain,  and  other 
species  of  weather  which  give  humanity  the  "  hump,'' 
and  make  London  an  ideal  place  of  residence  for  a 
man  who  is  a  victim  to  pronounced  melancholia,  or, 
more  cheering  still,  has  developed  a  tendency 
to  suicidal  mania.  I  hear  from  Holywell  Ferry 
that  in  that  pnrt  of  the  St.  Ives  district  of  the 
Huntingdonshire  Ouse  pike  are,  to  say  nothing  of 
otlier  fish,  feeding  well.  As  a  pleasant  contrast  to 
the  favours  of  Jupiter  Pluvius  that  we  are  getting 
here,  the  weatlier  in  Hunts  is  beautifully  bright, 
and  free  from  fog.  Baits  are  plentifid,  and  excellent 
accommodation  for  the  honest  angler  and  others 
can  be  had  at  the  Old  Ferryboat  Imi,  Holywell 
Ferry,  which  is  one  of  the  most  comfortable 
hostelries  at  which  I  have  taken  my  ease  after  a 
hard  day's  sport.  Of  coiu'se,  I  am  far  better 
acquainted  with  churches  and  chapels,  etc  ,  than 
with  public  houses,  but  so  far  as  my  knowledge  does 
go,  the  Ferryboat  is  "  a  place  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act,"  which  combines  good  cooking,  com- 
fortable accommodation,  courtesy,  and  a  desire  to 
please  its  customers,  which  makes  it  "  a  home  from 
home." 


An  excellent  performance  of  Mr.  Coleridge 
Taylor's  cantata,  "  Scenes  from  the  Song  of  Hia- 
watha," was  given  by  the  Royal  Choral  Society, 
under  the  direction  of  Sir  Frederick  Bridge,  on 
Dec.  1,  at  the  Albert  Hall.  The  choristers' 
familiarity  with  the  music  enabled  them  to  realise 
more  fully  than  in  past  years  the  pictiiresqueness 
and  the  romantic  spirit  of  the  music,  added  to 
which  it  is  doubtfvd  if  a  finer  body  of  voices  has 
been  brought  together  at  Kensington  than  that  of 
this  season.  Mme.  De  Vere  sang  with  happy  com- 
bination of  purity  of  style  and  dramatic  emphasis, 
Mr.  Ben  Davies  gave  his  customary  ferven  t  rendering 
of  the  tenor  solos,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Black  was  in 
excellent  voice. 


According  to  a  contemporary,  King  Carlos  has 
made  a  magnificent  gift  to  the  nation,  which  has  just 
arrived  at  the  Natural  History  Museum  at  South 
Kensington.  It  consists  of  some  most  valuable 
specimens  of  deep-sea  fish,  all  of  them  caught  during 
King  Carlos's  recent  cruise  in  Portuguese  waters. 
They  have  arrived  in  several  large  packing-cases, 
sent  over  from  the  King's  special  collection  at  Lisbon. 
Some  of  the  specimens  are  sharks  of  4ft.  and  5ft.  long. 
The  fish  are  preserved  in  spirit.  Not  the  least  inte- 
resting part  of  the  present  is  a  collection  of  abstruse 
books  and  papers  upon  marine  natvu'al  history, 
written  by  King  Carlos,  who  is  recognised  all  over 
Europe  as  quite  a  serious  authority  on  the  subject. 


Hospital  Types. 
In  a  very  amusing  article  on  the  ways  of  hospital 
patients,  a  wiiter  in  Our  Hospitals  and  Charities 
Illustrated  describes  the  lady  who  speaks  shortly 
and  to  the  point.  "Hurry  up,"  says  the  junior 
clerk.  "  What's  your  name,  where  do  you  live,  and 
how  old  are  you  '!  "  The  elderly  lady,  with  all  the 
weight  and  dignity  of  the  proverbial  duchess,  and 
wearing  a  bonnet  more  exalted  in  flower  and  feather 
than  any  such,  replies  aghast :  "  Where  do  [  live, 
what's  my  name,  'ow  old  am  I  ? — if  you  was  my 
little  boy  I'd  box  yer  'ears,  that  I  would  !  " 


On  Thursday,  Dec.  1,  the  local  steam  trawler 
Doreen  landed  a  queer  fish,  which  was  caught  abovit 
eighteen  miles  off  the  river  mouth.  Its  proportions 
are  exceedingly  singular,  the  head  and  neck  measur- 
ing in  length  about  eighteen  inches,  as  thick  as  a 
man's  arm,  and  of  the  same  uniformity,  the  body 
suddenly  widening  guitar-like,  and  extending  another 
foot  and  a  half,  its  thin  tail  being  of  similar  length. 
Two  large  fleshy  wings  were  at  the  sides,  and  they 
evidently  acted  as  substitutes  for  fins.  It  was 
recognised  by  one  versed  in  natural  history  as  an 
angel  shark,  whose  usvial  habitation  is  the  North 
Pacific  Ocean.  The  oldest  Sunderland  fisherman 
cannot  rerneml)cr  one  of  the  species  having  ever 
before  been  caught  in  the  North  Sea,  and  the 
strange  fish  was  bought  by  an  enterprising  dealer, 
who  intends  to  preserve  and  show  it. 


The  London  and  Nortli- Western  Railway  Com- 
pany have  made  complete  arrangements  for  the 
collection,  quick  transit,  and  prompt  dfilivery  of 
Christmas  parcels  in  all  the  principal  towns  on  their 
system,  and  all  parts  of  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 
Full  particulars  can  be  obtained  at  any  of  the 
company's  stations  luid  rcr  clx  int;  office's. 


I  NOTICE  that  Land  and  Water  Illustrated  will 
issue  a  Christmas  Number  next  week.  As  a  coloured 
plate  the  proprietors  have  selected  "  Shoeing," 
after  Landseer's  famous  picture  in  the  National 
Gallery.  The  literary  contents  are  not  to  be 
"  aggressively  Christmassey,"  but  are  promised  to 
be  of  the  very  best.  Amongst  other  writers,  f 
observe  that  Bart  Kemiedy,  G.  B.  Burgin,  and 
F.  G.  Aflalo  will  })o  prominent ;  whilst  the  number 
will  contain  illustrations  by  Cecil  Aldin,  G.  D. 
Armour,  E.  Huskisson,  and  Cuthbert  Bradley. 
Land  and  Water,  I  remember,  was  started  nearly 
forty  years  ago  by  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  see  that  the  present  proprietors  of 
the  paper  worthily  maintain  its  former  well-desorved 
reputation,  and  week  by  week  turn  out  a  carefully 
edited  and  most  interesting  journal. 


That  131b.  chub  of  which  I  spoke  last  week  turns 
out  to  be  a  //irce-pounder.  It  was  un  "  accident " — 
the  "  1  "  got  in  front  of  the  "3."  Hera  is  another 
"accident" — I  cut  it  from  a  contompirary  :  "The 
County  Council  yesterday,  on  a  Divi.^ion,  approved 
a  lecommendation  of  the  Local  Government  Com- 
mittee that  it  be  referred  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  to  apjjroach  the  members  of  Pariiament 
representing  London  Constituencies  with  a  view  to 
their  balloting  for  a  place  next  Session  for  a  Bill  on 
the  subject  of  the  rating  of  ground  value.s.  (p.  2) 
with  the  theatrical  profesiion  acting  as  hostasses. 
(p.  3)."  IThe  last  two  lines  may  bo  construed  into 
an  "accident,"  as  no  doubt  they  were  intended  for 
another  paragraph.] 


Rod,  line,  reel, 
Book,  net,  creel. 
Leg,*  toe.t  heel, J 
Bait,  whi8key,§  meal, 
Pipe,  baccy,  steel.  [| 
*  Waders.     t  Socks.     J  Brogues.     J  Water  if 
preferred.    Ij  Matches.  — W.  O.  H. 


With  the  end  of  this  year  Mr.  William  Turner, 
who  has  just  handed  his  resignation  to  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  will  ()uit  the  position  he  has  held  for 
twenty-four  years  and  nine  months  as  keeper  of 
Boulter's  Lock.  Before  his  promotion  to  Boulter's 
he  was  two  years  in  charge  of  Cleeve  I.i0ck,  Goring. 
The  veteran  has,  of  course,  seen  numberless  changes 
since  he  took  over  his  present  avocation.  During  his 
residence  at  Boulter's  he  has  saved  six  lives  and 
recovered  eight  bodies.  He  holds  the  Royal 
Humane  Society's  medal  for  life-saving.  He  has 
passed  the  King  and  Queen  and  nearly  every  member 
of  the  Royal  Family  through  the  lock.  A  public 
testimonial  is  suggested,  and  no  doubt  many  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  like  to  show  their 
respect  for  the  genial  custodian  of  the  most  fashion- 
able lock  on  the  river. 


Picture  Post  Cards  are,  and  have  been  for  a 
long  time,  "the  rage."  Now,  I  don't  " 'thuse " 
over  them,  but  I  must  confess  to  a  weakness  for 
Christmas  and  New  Year  Cards.  I  remember  being 
e-tranged — well,  not  on  friendly  terms — for  several 
years  with  one  of  the  best  anglers  who  ever 
quarrelled  over  "Wet"  or  "Dry,"  and  the  recon- 
ciliation was  brought  about  by  a  Christmas  Card. 
On  page  iv.  will  be  found  an  advertisement  giving 
particulars  of  some  excellent  Christmas  and  New 
Year  Cards.  They  are  more  than  value  for  money, 
and  Mr.  E.  J.  Bloeg  (Dept.  A),  "  Raleigh  "  Park 
Bazaar,  Brixton  Hill,  London,  S.W.,  will  give 
satisfaction  to  all  who  entrust  him  with  their  orders. 


What  the  Brighton  Railway  will  do  for  £10  10s.  6d. 
Provide  you  with  a  circvilar  ticket  to  travel  first 
class  (second-class  tickets  at  £7  13s.  '2d.)  from 
London  Bridge,  Victoria,  or  any  of  their  stations  to 
the  Riviera  and  back,  where  sixty  days  of  blue  sky 
and  sunshine  by  the  Mediterranean  may  be  spent, 
and  an  opportunity  given  to  visit  Marseilles,  Cannes, 
Nice,  Beaulieu,  Monaco,  Monte  Carlo,  Mentone, 
Bordighera,  San  Remo,  Genoa,  etc.  How  you  get  to 
the  Riviera :  Travel  by  the  Brighton  Company's 
express  trains  from  Victoria  or  London  Bridge  at 
10  a.m.  or  9.10  p.m.,  connecting  with  fast  steamers 
running  between  Newhaven  and  Dieppe.  Through 
carriages  between  Dieppe  and  Paris-Lyon  (P.L.M. 
Railway).  Travelling  by  the  10  a.m.  service,  pas- 
sengers can  proceed  direct  from  Dieppe  to  Paris-Lyon 
in  through  corridor  carriages,  with  restaurant  car,  in 
time  to  comiect  with  the  night  expresses  to  the  south, 
avoiding  the  drive  across  Paris  ;  or,  if  preferred,  the 
journey  may  bo  broken  in  Paris,  and  advantage  taken 
of  the  new  Cote  d'Azur  Rapide,  leaving  Paris-Lyon 
at  9  a.m.,  and  reaching  Nice  at  10.50  p.m.,  all  night 
travelling  being  thus  avoided.  Where  to  oBtain 
further  informati(m :  Write,  naming  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  to  the  Continental  Traffic  Manager,  Brighton 
Railway,  I.,ondon  Bridge  ;  he  will  send  all  particulars. 


Exactly  what  was  said  last  year  is  equally  appli- 
cable for  Christmas,  1904  : — "  Gamage's  Christmas 
Bazaar  is  in  full  swing — visited  by  thousands — and 
every  visitor  is  lost  in  wonderment  and  admiration. 
The  manager  of  the  fishing-tackle  department  will  be 
found  ready  to  attend  to  all  anglers.  The  fully  illus- 
trated great  catalogue  and  Christmas  price-list 
should  be  applied  for  by  those  who  are  unable  to 
make  a  call.  A  personal  visit  will  add  interest  to 
the  interesting  items  in  the  catalogiie.  Strong,  light 
rods  for  sea  fishing  are  to  be  had  ac  a  marvellously 
low  price.  '  Gamage  '  is  keeping  pace  with  a  sport 
which  is  advancing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  No  matter 
what  form  of  angling  you  favour,  you  will  find  some- 
thing new  ;  at  the  same  time,  anglers  who  stick  to 
old  friends  among  rods  and  tackle  will  find,  though 
prices  rule  lower,  the  old  standard  is  kept  up  and  the 
old  reputation  maintained." 


The  Chri!3tm.\s  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
will  be  published  on  Dec.  17,  at  the  usual  price — 
twopence.    Order  early. 


There  was  quite  a  flutter  in  the  football  world 
last  Saturday  evening  when  the  result  of  the 
"  Dawson "  match  was  known.  The  captain — 
shrewd  boy — provided  his  team  with  special  scoring 
boots,  and  was  thus  enabled. to  lead  his  men  from 
the  field  proud  victors  over  the  vice-captain's  team 
by  seven  goals  to  love.  It  was  a  most  enjoyable 
game,  and  if  one  side  had  all  the  "  love  "  the  other 
responded  with  good  fsllowship. 

****** 

To-day  (Dec.  10)  the  "  Dawsons  "  meet  the 
"  Holbo^n  Carlyles  "  at  Shepherd's  Bush.  Kick-off, 
2.45  p.m.  The  captain  has  notified  all  players  to 
bring  along  those  special  boots,  and  also  requested 
the  referee  to  come  well  provided  with  pencil. 
*  •  »  ♦  * 

Good  sportsmen  all  have  the  bump  of  benevolence 
fully  developed,  and  anglers  dead-heat  with  other 
branches  of  sport  in  their  ready  response  to  the  call 
of  the  poor  and  needy.  The  foregoing  being  an 
incontrovertible  fact,  walk  up  with  your  nimble  six- 
pences and  patronise  the  Bakers  v.  Sweeps  football 
match  at  Tufnell  Park  on  Boxing  Day  at  11.30  a.m. 
If,  as  our  great- great- grandfathers  tell  us,  laughter 
produces  fatness,  the  onlookers  will  have  to  undergo 
a  series  of  Turkish  baths  to  reduce  them  to  their 
normal  bulk,  as  laughter  and  good-fellowship  will  be 
the  essence  of  the  day.  The  black-and-white  artists 
are  to  be  congratulated  upon  their  thoughtfubiess 
to  their  less  fortimate  brethren,  and  may  the  turn- 
stiles rattle  to  good  purpose.  This  is  the  age  of 
change  and  novelty,  and  I  believe  this  year,  instead 
of  the  usual  goal-posts,  at  one  end  of  the  ground  will 
be  a  flue  and  at  the  other  an  oven.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  but  that  the  sweeps  will  be  baked 
and  the  bakers  swept,  and  that  everybody  will  have 
a  right  royal  time  at  this  glorious  Christmaatide 
festival. 


Mr.  Arthur  Balfour  happened  to  meet  the 
Premier,  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  and  the  Japanese 
Ambassador  in  the  foyer  of  the  theatre,  aild  wishing 
to  be  generous,  said  to  the  Premier,  "  What  will  you 
have,  Joe  ?  "  "  Whisky,  thanks,  Arthur."  "  Sir 
Edward,  what  will  you  take  ?  "  "  Brandy,  thanks, 
Arthur."  Then,  turning  to  the  Japanese  Ambas- 
sador, "  What  wiU  you  take  ?  "  "  Port,  Arthur, 
please." 


Owing  to  the  great  success  of  the  last  "  Silver 
Trouts'"  concert,  another  has  been  arranged  for 
Jan.  9,  1905,  when  prizes  will  be  distributed.  Their 
"  Outing  "  takes  place  on  Dec.  11,  at  Twickenham. 


A  constable  approached  a  market  cart  and  taxed 
the  owner  with  not  having  his  name  clearly 
displayed  on  the  vehicle  in  accordance  with  police 
regulations.  "  I  see,"  began  the  officer  cautiously, 
"your  name  is  obliterated."  "You're  a  liar,"  was 
the  quick  retort,  "  it's  O'Brien." 


The  "Ladies'  Night "  at  the  Caf6  Monico  (Dec.  7) 
was  the  best  that  the  British  Sea  Anglers  have  ever 
organised.  On  p.  425  will  be  found  a  full  report  of 
the  evening's  entertainment.  But  although  I  asked 
all  my  friends  to  "  come  early,"  I,  as  usual,  came 
late,  with  the  result  that  I  found  every  available 
seat  occupied,  and  was  content  to  stand  at  the 
back  and  enjoy  myself.  The  entertainment  com- 
mittee are  to  be  congratulated,  and  a  much  larger 
room  at  the  Monico  or  elsewhere  will  be  needed 
next  year  to  accommodate  the  ever-increasing  army 
of  British  Sea  Anglers  and  then-  friends.  Without 
being  invidious,  I  must  give  a  word  of  praise  to 
my  little  friend  Irene  Barrett,  whose  really 
clever  recitations  were  vociferously  applauded. 

Dragnet. 
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^ofcs  from  U}c  'ilod^. 

There  was  great  rejoicing  in  Strathpeffer  and 
all  over  the  Cromarty  estates  last  week.  A  male 
heir  was  born  to  the  Countess  of  Cromarty  and 
Major  Blunt,  her  husband,  and  nothing  more 
fortunate  could  have  occurred. 


"Mild  weather  in  the  North,"  and  ripe  straw- 
berries are  registered.  "  Terrific  gale  and  snow- 
storm," and  the  salmon  on  the  Don,  Deveron,  Dee, 
and  Spey  are  almost  annihilated. 

The  marriage  between  Professor  Cossar  Ewart, 
F.R.S.,  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  and  Edith, 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Fairley  Muir,  of 
Cheltingham,  has  more  than  a  passing  intarest. 

At  Balmoral  last  week  (Dec.  1)  there  was  about 
nine  inches  of  snow  on  the  level.  Xow  everything 
is  beautifully  green.  I  hope  it  will  not  remain 
long  so. 


A  storm  before  Christmas  is  worth  two  af  t?r,  as 
far  as  the  early  summer  angler  for  salmon,  and  the 
trout  angler  in  general,  is  concerned. 


Mr.  J.  K.  Heaven,  the  laird  of  Birse,  and  Mr.  W 
E.  Nicol,  the  evergreen,  genial  laird  of  Ballogie, 
left  Deeside  last  week  with  their  establishments  for 
London.  Special  Scotch. 


EXTRAORDIN'ARY  RUN  OF  SALMON 
ON  THE  TAY. 

A  BEMAEK.iBLE  run  of  Salmon  has  occurred  on  the 
Tay.  Owing  to  the  long  autumn  drought  the  salmon 
were  known  by  the  river  watchers  to  be  lying  in  vast 
numbers  below  the  Almond,  a  tributary  of  the  Tay. 
They  were  imable  to  reach  the  dam  made  by  Mr. 
Coats,  but  one  night  recently,  in  consequence  of 
the  change  of  the  weather,  the  water  rose,  and  Mr. 
Coats'  new  dam  on  the  Almond  filled  and  began  to 
overflow.  Shortly  after  ten  o'clock  on  the  following 
morning  a  small  spate  was  caused  in  the  Almond,  and 
on  its  reaching  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  tlie 
salmon  made  a  fierce  rush  upwards.  About  one 
hundred  yards  below  Mr.  Coats'  dam  two  horses 
j'oked  to  carts  happened  to  be  fording  the  river,  and 
such  was  the  rush  of  the  fish  that  tlie  carters  had  to 
draw  up  their  horses  in  the  middle  of  the  stream  for 
a  few  minutes,  during  which  time  the  salmon  were 
seen  in  great  numbers  going  between  the  horses'  legs 
and  through  the  spokes  of  the  cart-wheels. — Man- 
chester Guardian. 


"  PIT." 

The  Athenians  of  old  cried  out  for  something  new. 
We — not  the  editorial  "  we,"  but  the  public  at 
large — in  these  latter  days  are  always  seeking  for 
something  new,  fresh,  strange,  and  original,  in 
politics,  science,  literature,  and  art,  and,  without 
seeking,  we  have  had  of  late  something  original, 
very  original,  in  the  way  of  religion,  or  religious 
observances,  and  in  regard  to  which  we  have, 
of  course,  nothing  to  say.  Just  now  we  are 
more  concerned,  bearing  in  mind,  in  view  of  the 
approach  of  what  is  known  as  "  the  festive  season," 
that  materfamilias — we  pvit  the  mater  first — and 

'  paterfamilias  will  be  on  the  lookout  for  something, 
some  gams,  not  only  to  amuse  the  olive  branches." 
but  those  who  are  no  longer  juvenile  —  their 
friends  and  guests  at  the  Yuletide  season.  Necessity, 
we  laiow,  is  the  mother  of  invention,  and,  further, 
that  a  demand  creates  a  supply.  To  meet  the 
demand,  the  desire  for  a  novelty  in  the  way  of 
amusement,  very  opportunely  comes  before  us  an 
invention — if  we  may  so  call  it — which  would  make 
the  authqr  of  "  Hoyle's  Book  of  Games  "  stand 
aghast.  This  game,  which  is  going  "  to  take  the 
town  by  storm,"  has  been  christened  "  Pit,"  its 
playing  necessitating  cards,  and  it  is  a  novelty  in 
every  sense  of  the  word  in  the  matter  of  games. 
It  is  most  emphatically  original,  causing  immense 
fun,  and  exciting  great  laughter.    It  is  suitable  to 

'  he  engaged  in  by  young  and  old  of  both  sexes. 

Pit  "  has  been  very  appropriately  desiribed  as  an 
jdf-al  evening  amusement,  and  it  has,  too,  this  very 
important  point  to  recommend  it,  which  is  that  it 
can  readily  be  mastered  in  about  a  couple  of  minutes. 
In  the  way  of  games,  of  amusements,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable.  It  can  be  universally  obtained 
through  those  emporiums  where  "  games  of  all 
kinds  '  are  to  be  had,  and  through  the  various  stores. 
'''  Pit,"  we  can  confidently  assert,  is  a  game  which 
has  come  to  stay,  an  assertion  which  cannot  be  put 
forward  in  regard  to  some — indeed,  of  many — games 
which  have  been  brought  before  the  public. 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD. 

The  Earl  of  Harewood  presided  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  held  at  the  Station 
Hotel,  York,  on  Dec.  3.  The  secretary  (Mr.  J.  E 
Jones)  reported  that  he  had  received  a  cominuni 
cation  from  Colonel  Saltmarshe,  a  member  of  the 
Board,  asking  the  Board  to  accede  to  the  request  of 
the  sahiion  fishermen  of  the  Lower  Ouso,  for  an  ox 
tension  of  open  time  to  the  middle  of  September.  He 
liad  replied  that  it  was  certain  the  Board  of  Agri 
culture  and  Fisheries  would  not  consent  to  any 
lengthening  of  the  salmon  fishing  season,  as  it  was 
held  that  by  so  doing  the  large  capture  of  the  spawn 
ing  fish  so  late  in  the  autunm  would  result  in  the 
deterioration  of  the  fisheries.  Mr.  W.  H.  St.  Quintin 
moved  that  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  reply  that 
the  Board  was  not  at  liberty  to  comply  with  the 
request  for  an  alteration  of  the  close  time.  Mr. 
A.  F.  Burton  seconded,  and  tlie  motion  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to.  The  Board  were  next  engaged 
for  a  considerable  time  in  considering  the  propriety 
of  issuing  a  general  trout  rod  licence  to  angling  clubs 
At  the  scale  of  the  present  trout  rod  licence,  and 
according  to  the  number  of  members  of  the  club 
The  secretary  reviewed  the  history  of  this  question 
at  great  length,  observing  that  last  year  Mr.  Fryer, 
the  chief  inspector  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  had  a  conference  with  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  I3oard  and  a  deputation  from  the  angling 
clubs  of  the  county  in  reference  to  the  matter,  the 
coarse  fishermen  complaining  that  when  they  took 
out  trout  licences  and  fished  for  coarse  fish  the  money 
so  paid  was  expended  in  the  protection  and  preser- 
vation of  trout,  and  they  received  no  benefit.  After 
careful  consideration  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  their  case  might  be  met  by  a  general  licence 
which  could  be  issued  under  Section  32  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Act,  1865.  He  suggested  that  a  general  rod 
licence  should  be  issued  to  the  ckibs  on  the  basis  of 
Is.  per  member,  and  that  the  secretaries  of  the  clubs 
should  issue  an  authority  in  writing  to  their  members 
enabling  them  to  fish  in  trout  streams,  and  to  inter- 
fish  in  the  waters  of  the  various  clubs.  He  had  sub- 
mitted the  matter  to  the  secretaries  of  the  various 
clubs,  and  the  Leeds  Amalgamation,  who  represented 
some  thousands  of  anglers  in  the  West  Riding,  were 
quite  agreeable  to  the  scheme,  and  so  also  were  the 
Hull  club.  The  Hon.  G.  E.  Lascelles,  Mr.  W.  H. 
St.  Quintin,  Captain  Key,  and  Mr.  Royston  con- 
tinued the  discussion,  and  on  the  proposition  of  the 
chairman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Royston,  it  was  vmani- 
mously  resolved  "  that  the  secretary  be  empowered 
to  communicate  with  the  various  angling  clubs  of 
the  county,  and  to  issue  a  general  trout  licence  to 
each  club,  under  Section  32  of  the  Act  of  1865,  on  the 
basis  of  Is.  per  member,  and  the  Board  on  its  part 
undertakes  the  same  duties  as  regards  prosecutions 
for  poaching  and  the  preservation  of  coarse  fish 
hitherto  exercised  by  them  in  regard  to  trout." 


PEER  AWARDED  £500. 
DERWENT  POLLUTION  ACTION. 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  last  week,  Mr.  Justice 
Buckley  delivered  his  reserved  judgment  in  the 
action  brought  by  the  Earl  of  Harrington  against 
the  Corporation  of  Derby,  for  an  injunction  and 
damages  arising  out  of  the  alleged  pollution  of  the 
River  Derwent. 

The  Earl  of  Harrington  is  the  occupier  of  Elvaston 
Castle,  which  is  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  Derwent, 
and  at  parts  intersects  the  grounds.  For  many 
years  past  the  Corporation  of  Derby  have  discharged 
sewage  into  the  river,  destroying  what  was  once  a 
grand  trout  and  grayling  river,  and  one  frequented 
by  salmon,  and  the  Earl  sought  an  injunction 
restraining  them  from  doing  so,  and  a  mandatory 
order  calling  upon  them  to  clear  out  an  ornamental 
lake  in  the  castle  grounds,  which  had  its  intake  from 
the  river.  In  consequence  of  the  pollution  the 
supply  had  to  be  cut  off,  and  an'  engine  had  to  be 
erected  in  place  of  the  water-power  usually  obtained 
from  the  lake.  Damages  were  also  claimed  in 
respect  of  other  injuries  to  the  property.  Mr. 
Macmorran,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Glen  appeared  for  the 
plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Danckwerts,"K.C.,  and  Mr.  Parker 
Smith  for  the  defendants.  His  lordship  held  that 
the  Corporation  had  a  prescriptive  right  to  discharge 
sewage  into  the  river  in  regard  to  certain  sewers, 
and  as  the  County  Council  had  ordered  the  Cor- 
poration to  cease  polluting  the  river  and  carry  out 
certain  works  which  were  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion, he  declined  to  grant  an  injunction.  As  to  the 
mandatory  order  asked,  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  silting  up  of  the  lake  was  partly  due 
to  the  suspended  vegetable  matter  brought  down  by 
the  Derwent,  and  not  entirely  due  to  the  pollution 
of  the  river.  In  those  circumstances  he  could  not 
grant  a  mandatory  injunction.  Moreover,  the 
proper  remedy  was  to  cut  off  the  intake  and  claim 
damages  for  the  loss  of  the  supply.    Damages  were 


claimed  under  several  heads,  and  he  agreed  that  a 
house  on  the  property  had  depreciated  in  con.sequence 
of  the  pollution.  The  plaintiff  was  also  entitled  to 
damages  for  the  loss  of  fishing  and  the  cost  put  to  in 
establishing  a  water  supply  in  substitution  of  the 
Derwent  for  cattle  on  the  estate.  The  Corporation 
were  only  liable  for  what  they  had  done,  and  not  for 
what  they  might  have  done  but  had  not  done. 
Giving  the  best  consideration  he  could  to  the  question 
of  damages,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
plaintiff  was  entith^d  to  £500  damages  and  the  costs 
of  the  action. 


NATIONAL  SEA  FISHERIES  PRO- 
TECTION ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  general  committee  meeting  hold  at  Fish- 
mongers' Hall  on  Nov.  30,  Lord  Hencage,  P.(.'., 
president,  in  the  chair,  and  at  which  the  Ei;r]  of 
Onslow,  G.C.M.G.  (President  f)f  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fishrries)  was  present,  the  presi- 
dent's letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  lor  Foreign 
Affairs  and  his  reply  on  the  rjuestion  of  the  or.trage 
in  the  North  Sea  by  the  Russian  Baltic  Fleet  were 
submitted,  and  it  was  unanimously  resolved  :  "  That 
the  be,st  thanks  and  congratulations  of  the  general 
committee  of  the  National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection 
Association  be  given  to  Mr.  A.  Balfour  and  Lord 
Lansdowne  for  their  statesmanlike  and  firm  attitude 
in  the  recent  unwarrantable  outrage  on  the  Hull 
Fishing  Fleet  in  the  North  Sea  by  the  Russian  Baltic 
Fleet  and  their  successful  demand  for  a  thorough 
and  exhaustive  inquiry  into  all  the  circumstances 
connected  thorswith  and  the  deaths,  losses,  and 
injuries  incurred  thereby.  And  the  committee 
further  desire  to  express  their  opinion  that  no 
blame  attaches  in  any  way  to  the  fishery  trawlers, 
and  tender  their  thanks  to  Mr.  Balfour  and  Lord 
Lansdowne  for  the  maimer  in  which  they  have 
vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  brave  and  honest 
fishermen  in  the  face  of  the  unmerited  suspicion 
which  it  was  sought  to  throw  upon  them.  That  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  and  is  hereby  given  to 
Lord  Heneage  and  Sir  Seymour  King  for  the  prompt 
action  taken  by  them  in  behalf  of  the  fishing 
industry  in  conveying  to  Mr.  Balfour  and  Lord 
Lansdowne  in  the  strongest  terms  the  views  of  the 
association  in  regard  to  the  outrage  in  the  North 
Sea."  Other  important  business  followed. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  Dec.  1,  1901. 


COQUET   CONSERVATORS  AND 
EXTENSIVE  POACHING. 

An  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Coquet  Conser- 
vancy Board  was  held  in  the  Sim  Hotel,  Warkworth, 
recently,  to  consider  a  report  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed at  last  meeting  to  go  into  the  question  of  the 
unparalleled  amoimt  of  poaching  that  had  been 
going  on  in  the  district.  The  Rev.  Richard  Burden 
presided.  The  report  suggested  the  appointment  of 
a  permanent  watch  committee,  and  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Nicholson  (Morpeth),  seconded  by  ]\Ir.  Hardy 
(Alnwick),  this  was  agreed  to.  It  was  also  decided 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholson,  seconded  by  Jlr. 
Dand  (Amble),  that  the  special  committee  ap- 
pointed at  last  meeting  be  the  watch  committee.  It 
was  also  stated  that  the  Chief  Constable  of  the 
county  was  willing  to  supply  them  with  an  additional 
constable  if  necessary.  This  was  sent  to  the  watch 
committee  as  a  suggestion. 


STRANGE  STORY  OF  THE  TILE  FISH. 

The  Commission  of  Fish  and  Fisheries  in  the 
Llnited  States  has  re-discovered  a  food  fish  which 
from  the  trials  may  be  foimd  to  be  acceptable  at  the 
table,  and  may  now  evidently  be  caught  in  sufficient 
abundance  on  cert<iin  grounds  to  make  it  pay  for 
fishing,  even  if  it  be  left  to  retain  its  name  of  tile 
fish.  That  it  has  reappeared  after  all  these  years, 
and  in  reappearing  again  in  large  numbers  it  is 
going  to  establish  itself  as  a  food  fish,  must  be  very 
gratifying  to  the  people  of  America,  and  to  those  of 
the  east  coast  in  particular.  Its  history  is  certainly 
remarkable.  The  fish  was  discovered  in  1879  in 
deep  water  off  Massachusetts,  and  it  was  found  to 
be  abundant  during  the  next  two  years.  But  after 
a  severe  gale  in  March,  1882,  the  surface  of  the  sea 
over  an  area  of  some  15,000  square  miles  was  covered 
with  dead  tile  fish.  Captain  Collins  calculated  there 
were  as  many  as  1,438,000,000.  It  was  not  foimd 
the  next  year,  nor  until  1892  and  1893,  when  a  few 
specimens  were  taken  after  prolonged  search  by  the 
United  States  exploration  sliip  Grampus.  Nothing 
more  was  heard  of  it  mitil  1897,  when  a  Gloucester 
schooner  set  his  lines  on  the  old  gromids  and  caught 
thirty  tile  fish.  Since  then  the  continued  visits  of 
the  Grampus  have  shown  it  to  be  more  and  more 
abvmdant,  and  now  there  seems  a  possibility  of 
re-establishing  a  fishery,  which  originally  had  such 
a  short' history. — Edinhurgh  Evening  Dispatch. 
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THE   POLLUTION  OF  THE  TWEED. 

A  Royal  Commission  Wanted. 

[It  will  be  clear  from  the  following  report  tliat  a 
Royal  Commission  is  wanted  to  consider  the  state  of 
the  River  Tweed  unless  the  salmon  fisliery  is  to  be 
destroyed.— Ed.  E.G.] 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  sliareholders  of  the 
Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries  Company,  Limited,  was 
held  in  the  side  room  of  the  Corn  Exchange,  Berwick, 
on  Nov.  29,  Mr.  Wm.  Young,  chairman  of  directors, 
presiding.    There  was  a  fair  attendance. 

Tlie  directors'  annual  report,  which  was  taken  as 
read,  was  as  follows  : — The  directors  beg  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  company's  affairs  for  the 
year  ending  Oct.  1,  with  tlio  accompanying  state- 
ments and  auditor's  report  thereon.  The  past 
season  has  been  a  very  disappointing  one  as  regards 
the  number  of  salmon  caught,  the  spring  fisliing 
being  one  of  the  worst  for  several  years  iri  this 
respect,  poor  results  attending  the  operations  until 
the  end  of  May.  In  June  and  July  grilse  were  plen- 
tiful, the  nimibers  taken  being  in  excess  of  those  for 
the  corresponding  months  for  over  ten  years.  Trout, 
throughout  the  season,  may  be  said  to  have  been  an 
average  fishing.  The  scarcity  of  salmon,  which  was 
experienced  over  the  whole  country,  enhanced  their 
vahie,  and  better  prices  were  obtained  for  our 
produce  generally  than  in  the  previous  year.  On 
reference  to  the  profit  and  loss  account,  it  will  bo 
found  that  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  company, 
as  the  result  of  the  year's  operations,  amoimts  to 
£2017  19s.  Out  of  this  your  directors  recommend 
that  a  di\'idend  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  G  per 
cent.,  free  of  income-tax,  which  will  require  a  sum 
of  £1762  4s.,  and  that  £2.50  be  added  to  reserve  fund 
account,  which  will  then  amount  to  £1.500.  This  will 
leave  a  balance  of  £5  15s.  lOd.  to  add  to  amount 
brought  forward  (£1753  18s.),  leaving£1759  13s.  lOd. 
to  be  carried  forward  to  meet  current  expenses  of 
the  ensuing  year.  The  directors  who  retire  at  this 
time  (and  who  are  eligible  for  re-election)  are  Messrs. 
Brown,  Darling,  and  Hogg.    It  will  be  necessarj'  to 


appoint  an  auditor,  and  fix  his  remimeration  at  this 
meeting.  The  auditor  (Mr.  J.  M.  Edney)  offers 
himself  for  re-election. 

Wm.  Young,  Chairman. 
James  Thomas,  Secretary. 

The  chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  referred  to  the  question  of 

Salmon  Culture  for  the  Tweed. 

He  might  mention  that,  as  they  knew,  a  hatchery 
was  started  at  Learmouth  some  few  years  ago,  and 
they  as  a  company  had  always  taken  some  little 
interest  in  it,  and  8ubscrib(!d  their  share  to  the 
e.xpense  of  it.  Some  people  laughed  at  the  idea  of 
this  hatchery,  and  talked  about  it  being  a  mere  toy. 
No  doubt,  if  it  was  conducted  on  a  larger  scale  they 
might  expect  larger  results  from  it,  but  they  turned 
out  about  400,000  eggs  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and 
these  fish,  after  they  were  able  to  hunt  for  food  for 
themselves,  were  turned  into  the  river,  and  it  .seemed 
to  him  not  improbable  that  a  small  percentage  of 
these  fish  would  escape  all  the  dangers  of  their  young 
life,  and  arrive  at  maturity.  If  only  5  per  cent,  of 
the  400,000  came  to  maturity  that  would  produce 
20,000  fish,  which  was  a  nice  additional  stock  to  the 
river.  He  just  tlu-ow  out  this  suggestion  that 
perhaps  the  increase  of  the  grilse  might  be  to  some 
extent  the  result  of  that  hatchery.  If  by  carrying 
the  hatchery  on  they  found  the  supply  of  young  fish 
increase  year  by  year,  it  would  be,  to  his  mind, 
sufficient  reason  for  their  supporting  it,  and  trying 
to  have  it  enlarged,  if  possible.  He  tliought  they, 
as  a  company,  were  especially  indebted  to  Colonel 
Blake  for  the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  hatchery. 
He  lived  near  to  it,  and  took  the  whole  management 
of  looking  after  it,  and  if  it  was  not  for  his  gratuitous 
services  they  could  not  e.xpect  the  hatcliery  to  be 
looked  after  as  it  was,  and  worked  at  such  a  moderate 
rate. 

The  Pollution  of  the  River. 

Mr.  W.  Henning  said  the  chairman  had  spoken 
about  the  hatcheries  and  tlie  great  success  of  them. 
Undoubtedly  he  had  been  greatly  in  favour  of  a 
liatchery,  but  in  looking  at  and  inquiring  into  the 
state  of  the  rivei'  and  the  matters  in  regard  to  fishing, 
he  really  thouglit  this  hatcliery  was  unnecessary. 
They  were  going  to  shut  up  tlieir  hatchery  of  nature, 
and  were  going  to  have  a  substitute.  He  wanted 
to  make  a  motion  with  regard  to  tho  state  of  the 


river,  which  was  contemptible,  and  could  noli  bo 
worse.  He  had  occasion  to  bo  almost  every  day 
down  at  the  river,  and  he  liad  examined  its  state. 
In  the  month  of  June,  at  the  Chain  Bridge,  the  river, 
without  exaggeration,  was  stinking.  How  could  they 
expect  that  any  fish  would  go  up  ?  What  would 
happen  when  the  salmon  spawned  up  tho  river  '! 
He  maintained  that  the  Tweed  Commissioners  were 
not  doing  their  duty  in  keeping  tlie  river  clean,  and 
they  had  a  right  to  call  upon  the  Tweed  Commis- 
sioners to  do  their  duty.  Perhaps  the  chairman 
would  be  able  to  tell  them  what  was  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioners  in  regard  to  keeping  it  clean.  It 
was  all  very  well  to  lay  down  laws  and  make  great 
statements,  but  he  never  saw  a  single  word  men- 
tioned in  that  year's  report  to  indicate  that  they  had 
done  a  single  thing  to  prevent  the  pollution  that  was 
going  on  in  the  river.  They,  as  a  salmon  fishing 
company,  had  a  large  stake  in  the  river,  and  he 
thought  they  should  see  that  the  Tweed  Commis- 
sioners did  their  duty.  He  wanted  to  make  a 
motion  that  tlieir  representative  on  the  Tw3ed 
Commission  be  asked  to  lay  their  complaint  before 
the  Commission  about  the  pollution  at  the  present 
time  going  on  in  the  river,  and  request  them  to  take 
.  the  proper  steps  to  get  it  remedied.  It  might  be 
said  they  had  not  any  money.  They  had  plenty  of 
money,  but  what  did  they  spend  it  on  ?  On  police- 
men to  stop  tlie  poaching  of,  say,  a  hundred  salmon 
or  so.  but  tliey  allowed  the  pollution  to  go  on  and 
kill  thousands  of  salmon  spawn. 

The  Chairman  :  Are  you  talking  of  that  place  up 
near  Denholm  ? 

Mr.  Henning :  Denholm  Cauld.  Continuing,  he 
said  they  went  and  made  a  hdtchery,  and  then 
allowed  that  pollution  to  kill  off  the  results.  Surely 
there  was  something  fimny  there.  These  were  tho 
reasons  why  he  made  that  motion. 

The  Chairman  said  Mr.  Henning  had  spoken  of 
the  pollution  of  the  river,  and  the  imfortunate  thing 
about  it  was  that  the  pollution  took  place  in  the 
upper  reaches,  and  not  as  elsewhere  at  tho  lower  end. 
One  would  think,  upon  the  face  of  it,  it  was  more  to 
the  interest  of  tliose  having  waters  nearer  the  pol- 
lution to  move  in  the  matter  than  for  those  who  had 
the  tide  coming  up  every  day  and  sweeping  the 
river  clean  as  far  as  the  Chain  Bridge,  as  far  as  their 
fisheries  went.  With  that  pollution,  the  fish  would 
go  up  to  it,  and  if  they  did  not  like  it  would  turn 
back,  and  then  they  got  a  shot  at  them. 
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WET-FLY  FISHING 


METHODICALLY  CONSIDERED. 
SOME  EXTRACTS  FROM  PRESS  OPINIONS. 

The  Field  says:  "A  valuable  addition  to 
tlie  literature  of  fly-fishing,  and  one  wtiicli  we 
commend  to  the  attention  of  every  fly-tisher, 
whether  his  lines  be  cast  on  a  Ross-shire  peat- 
stained  ljurn  or  a  crystal  Hampshire  stream. 
.  .  .  One  of  the  most  original,  dogmatic, 
reliable,  practical,  and  generally  amusing 
books  which  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  to 
read  for  many  a  long  day.  We  must  not 
omit  to  add  a  word  in  praise  of  some  charming 
illustrations  of  typical  Scotch  waters  by  Mr. 
Walter  Puttick." 

The  Fishing  Gazette.— Mr,  R.  B.  Marston, 
Editor,  after  remarking  that  the  Author  had 
been  a  contributor  since  1880,  says;—"  I  have, 
during  that  time,  met  many  anglers  who  have 
fished  with  Mr.  Tod,  and  1  have  never  heard 
anything  liut  praise  of  his  skill  with  the  wet- 
fly  ;  such  praise  has  long  ago  convinced  me 
that  he  is  not  merely  a  first-rate  hand,  but 
one  of  the  few  pie-eminent  ones." 

Illustrated  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
News. — ".  .  .  His  book  is  eminently  a  wel- 
come addition  to  our  angling  literature." 

Country  Life. — "  A  very  practical  treatise. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  hints  .  .  .  pleasantly 
conveyed.    The  book  is  full  of  information." 

The  Scottish  Field. — "It  is  written  by  a 
fiBhennau  who  has  practised  the  art  with 
phenomenal  success  .  .  .  matter-of-fact  and 
business  like  in  its  treatment ;  thoroughly 
clear  and  simple ;  always  bright  and  in- 
teresting, and  sometimes  even  racy.  From 
board  to  board  it  is  uniformly  practical,  and 
may  be  safely  commended  for  its  astute 
guidance  at  every  point." 

Daily  News.— "Contains  the  precepts  of 
that  veteran,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod.     No  higher 
compliment  can  be  paid  than  to  say  that  the 
reatise  is  calculated  to  make  the  dry-fly 
flshfTman  a  convert  to  the  wet-fly  niethdd." 

The  Daily  Scotsman. — "  ,Mr.  Tod  is  an  enthusiast,  and  his  enthusiasm  shines  in  every  page 
of  his  V)ook.  .  .  .  The  pictures  are  excellent.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  book,  there  is  a  suggestion 
of  running  water  and  rising  trout  in  it.  It  is  bright,  racy,  and  has  the  variety  of  a  typical 
Scottish  water.  He  writes  out  of  a  large  and  varied  experience,  and  the  reader  feels  that  he 
writes  that  he  knows  and  testifies  that  he  has  seen.  Anglers  of  all  stages  of  experience  will  get 
profit  as  well  as  pleasure  from  his  book,  which  may  be  most  heartily  commended." 


By  E.  IVr.  TOI>. 


Specimen  Illustration  :from;  ".Wet-Fly.  Fishing."  ^ 


SOME  EXTRACTS  FROM  PRESS  OPINIONS. 

Times  — "Instructive  chapters  commended 
by  a  familiar  first-person  style  of  discourse.  ' 

The  Morning  Post  — "Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  has 
achieved  so  great  a  reputation  as  an  angler, 
that  every  fisherman  will  desire  to  read  his 
'Wet-Fly  Fishing.'  It  is  excellent.  ...  It 
is  the  sort  of  book  which  would  make  a  most 
excrellent  gift  to  any  young  angler,  partly 
because  as  mere  reading  it  is  good,  but 
especially  because  it  would  teach  him  to  use 
his  eyes  and  his  brain  when  he  is  fishing." 

Pall  Mall  Gazette.— "  We  can  say  that 
the  work  is  an  acceptable  addition  to  the 
literature  of  a  most  interesting  sport,  and 
that  all  throwers  of  the  fly,  be  they  of  the 
wet-  or  the  dry-fly  school,  will  gleau  some- 
thing of  value  by  a  perusal  of  its  pages.  The 
sketches  contributed  by  Mr.  Walter  Puttick 
are  things  of  beauty." 

St.  James's  Gazette. —  "  Mr.  Tod  has 
made  the  best  use  of  the  time  he  has  spent 
l  od  in  hand  :  he  has  fished  as  a  true  sports- 
man. .  .  .  This  admirable  little  book  is  full 
of  interest  for  the  keen  fisherman,  and  of 
counsel  for  the  novice.  .  .  .  '  Wet-fly  Fish- 
ing' is  well  worth  attention." 

Westminster  Gazette. —  "  Mr.  Tod's 
volume  is  a  book  of  practical  guidance  :  the 
work  of  an  expert  hand.  ...  He  writes  with 
all  the  genuine  angler's  enthusiasm.  He  will 
be  found  u  reliable  (fnide." 

The  Spectator.— "  It  is  very  kind  of  an 
expert  in  the  art  and  science  of  angling  to 
tell  his  secrets  to  the  unlearned." 

Publishers'  Circular. — "  We  predict  that 
the  work  will  become  a  classic,  for  there 
never  was  a  better  wet-fly  fisher  than  Mr. 
E.  JI.  Tod,  and  he  gives  his  unrivalled  know- 
ledge without  reserve  for  the  benefit  of  the 
young  angler,  and  old  one  too,  for  that 
matter." 

Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch.-"  A  delightful  volume  The  book  is  as  interesting  as  such 
enthusiasm  was  bound  to  make  it.  As  practised  by  Mr.  Tod,  anghng  deserves  to  be  called  a 
science.  He  knows  so  much  that-like  Socrates-he  knows  his  ignorance.  Mr.  Tod  writes 
reverently  of  his  favourite  sport."  .         .  „„  „i„,.„ „,„„„,„,  „.„;„i,i.„ 

Glasgow  Herald.-"  The  old  hand,  as  well  as  the  beginner,  will  acquire  a  store  of  useful  ^vmVXe^ 
.  .  .  A  volume  which,  we  are  sure,  will  be  read  with  pleasure  by  many  an  angler  on  an  off  day. 
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Mr.  Henning  :  They  would  turn  back  before  they 
got  that  length. 

The  Chairman,  continuing,  said  that  matter  had 
been  before  the  Tweed  Commissioners  that  year. 
Complaints  had  been  made  by  one  or  two  of  the 
proprietors  up  the  river,  and  the  Commissioners 
would  be  very  glad  to  see  if  they  could  not  make 
some  improvement.  It  was  a  very  big  matter  to 
fight  a  Corporation,  as  they  liad  the  ratepayers  t» 
come  upon  and  bleed  as  much  as  ever  they  pleased. 
That  question  was  taken  up  before  by  the  Tweed 
Commissioners,  and  fought  out  and  won  by  them, 
and  it  cost  them  a  large  amoimt  of  money,  while  it 
cost  Galashiels  about  £10,000.  The  nuisance  was 
stopped  for  a  little  time.  Every  manufactory  at  that 
time  had  its  own  discharge  to  the  river,  and  they 
could  see  exactly  wlio  tlie  offender  was,  but  the 
Corporation  were  cute.  They  got  the  whole  of  the 
drainage  altered,  and  got  all  the  separate  mills  to 
discharge  into  the  towm  drain  before  it  came  into  the 
river  at  all,  so  that  when  tlie  river  was  polluted  they 
could  not  tell  which  of  tlie  five  and  twenty  mills  was 
doing  it.  They  had  to  prove  that  the  river  was  pol- 
luted by  a  certain  factory  before  they  could  get  a  con- 
viction against  them.  Tliere  was  another  foolish 
thing  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  pollution,  and  that 
was  that  they  must  prove  that  the  pollution  killed 
fish.  It  would  not  do  to  see  the  river  in  a  filthy 
state,  and  then  take  up  a  few  dead  fish  half-a-mile 
below  that,  but  they  must  actually  prove  that  the 
pollution  had  killed  the  fish,  and  that  it  was  from  a 
certain  place.  It  was  a  very  difficult  matter. 
However,  there  could  be  no  harm,  and  there  might 
be  some  good  in  that  motion  being  carried  as  the 
feeling  of  the  meeting.  If  it  was  carried  he  would  be 
very  glad  to  have  the  matter  brought  before  the 
Tweed  Commissioners.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  river  after  rain  above  the  tideway  got  into  a 
very  shocking  state,  and  that  no  fish  could  remain 
in  it  very  long,  and  be  in  a  healthy  state.  He  believed 
the  Commissioners  got  an  injunction  against  the 
putting  in  of  this  deleterious  matter,  and  that  in- 
junction still  stood,  and  if  they  were  to  approach 
the  Galashiels  people  again  they  could  put  some 
pressure  upon  them,  and  to  a  certain  extent  remedy 
that. 

Jlr.  Edney  seconded  the  motion,  and  said  he 
thought  it  might  possibly  do  good.  He  could  not 
help  noticing  always  what  a  very  bad  effect  a  small 
cjuantity  of  fresh  water  had  upon  the  fishing.  It 
seemed  to  him  if  they  got  a  small  quantity  of  fresh 
water  it  brought  more  of  that  stuff  down  to  the  river 
mouth,  and  destroyed  the  fishing  altogether.  He 
thought  possibly  the  motion  might  do  good. 

Mr.  Henningsaid  the  Chairman  had  stated  that  the 
drains  in  Galashiels  went  into  one  drain.  That  did 
not  matter  at  all.  They  should  bring  up  those 
people  whose  sewerage  was  connected  with  that 
drain  ;  the  people  who  paid  for  the  drain,  and  whose 
it  was  were  responsible.  Then  in  regard  to  killing 
fish,  when  did  a  salmon  commence  to  be  a  salmon  or 
a  fish  ?  He  thought  it  commenced  at  the  time  it  was 
spawned.  They  could  go  and  bring  cartloads  of 
spawn  into  court,  and  show  that  the  fish  had  been 
killed  in  that  stage. 

Mr.  W.  Alder  asked  if  the  motion  principally 
referred  to  the  experience  of  last  year,  or  a  number 
of  years,  because  if  it  was  only  last  y^-ar  there  was  no 
doubt  that  it  was  an  uncommonly  dry  season,  ife 
thought,  without  bringing  the  matter  forward  so 
formally  as  Mr.  Henning  had  done,  if  he  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  intimation  he  had  given  to  the 
meeting,  and  allow  the  Chairman  to  take  notice  of 
it  at  any  meeting  of  Commissioners,  that  would  be 
sufficient. 

The  Chairman  :  Do  you  move  that  as  an  amend- 
ment, or  would  you  throw  it  out  as  a  suggestion  ? 

Mr.  Alder  said  if  Mr.  Henning  withdrew  his 
motion,  and  left  the  matter  as  he  had  suggested, 
iheir  end  would  be  well  served. 

Mr.  Henning  said  he  really  did  not  see  very  much 
difference  between  what  Mr.  Alder  had  in  view  and 
what  he  himself  had  in  view.  It  must  be  their 
object  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  their  represen- 
tative, and  he  thought  his  hands  were  most 
strengthened  if  they  made  a  direct  motion. 

Mr.  Alder  moved  that  it  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  G.  Bolam  said  he  should  like  to  say,  as  being 
on  the  Tweed  Commission,  that  he  did  noc.  like  to 
.■iscond  Mr.  Henning's  inotion,  although  he  very 
much  sympathised  with  it.  If  no  one  else  had  done 
s  )  he  would  have  Ijeen  prepared  to  second  it.  Ho 
thought,  with  all  due  deference  to  what  Mr.  Alder 
had  said,  it  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
Tweed  Commissioners  if  they  sent  up  a  recommen- 
dation, or  drew  their  attention  to  it  from  that  meet- 
ing, that  they  should  do  all  they  could.  They  could 
not  force  the  Commissioners  to  do  anything,  and 
what  they  did  could  not  do  any  harm.  If  they 
goaded  them  on  a  little  to  deal  with  the  pollution  ho 
thought  it  could  do  nothing  but  good.  It  was  well 
known  that  there  was  a  very  large  amount  of  pol- 


lution came  into  the  river,  and  it  was  very  difficult 
to  stop,  but  any  moans  they  might  take  towards 
stopping  it  would  all  be  in  the  right  direction. 

Mr.  Miller  said  there  was  not  a  groat  difference 
between  the  motion  and  the  amendment,  to  his  mind. 
It  was  only  another  way  of  doing  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  Bolam  said  the  one  was  rather  stronger  than 
the  other.    The  stronger  they  made  it  the  bettor. 

The  Chairman  said  it  did  strengthen  the  hands  of 
a  representative  when  he  was  empowered  by  a 
motion  from  a  meeting  of  that  sort. 

The  amendment  was  not  seconded,  and  the 
motion  was  therefore  carried. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


TO  CALCULATE  WEIGHT  OF  FISH  FROM 
SIZE. 

Dear  Sib, — Allow  me  once  more  to  trespass  on 
your  space,  while  thanking  you  for  your  courtesy 
in  publishing  my  former  letter. 

I  cannot  now  remember  why  T  hazarded  the 
suggestion  as  to  the  nece.?sary  alteration  of  the 
general  formula  in  the  case  of  pike.  As  far  as  I 
remember  it  was  a  hasty  conjecture  owing  to  an 
idea  that  the  pike  is  a  larger  fish  for  its  girth  than 
the  salmon  or  trout. 

The  measurements,  however,  of  Mr.  Mossop's  pike, 
given  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  8,  at  page  276,  seem  to 
contradict  my  hasty  conjecture,  and  to  show  that 
the  formula  I  quoted  is  equally  applicable  in  the 
case  of  pike. 

Mr.  Mossop's  fish  weighed  331b.  and  measured 
45in.,  while  its  girth  was  23-5in.  By  the  general 
formula  this  gives — 

(45-|-15)Xo52_oo.,o 

— rooo  

or  331b.  within  a  couple  of  ounces. 

The  weight  of  a  fish  four  days  after  capture  must 
be  very  inconclusive  as  to  the  original  weight  of  the 
fish,  even  in  England.  Here,  in  India,  I  have  known 
a  fish  lose  21b.  in  weight  between  9  a.m.  and  6  p.m. 

Mr.  White's  pike  in  all  probability  weighed  some 
pounds  more  than  311b.  when  first  caught.  As  the 
length  over  all  was  46in.  and  the_  girth  24in.,  its 
weight  was  probably— 

(41+M^76^34-51b. 
1000 

It  would  be  interesting  to  test  this  formula  for 
pike  as  well  as  for  salmon  and  trout. 

Its  accuracy  for  clean  fish  in  the  case  of 
mahseer  is  marvellous — for  example,  a  fish  of 
mine  (now  in  a  case  in  the  museum  here)  weighed 
when  caught  411b.  exactly,  which  was  the  weight 
given  by  the  formula  applied  to  his  measurements, 
and  I  have  so  often  tested  it  as  to  be  convinced  of 
its  complete  accuracy. — Yours  faithfully, 

Calcutta.  Geobge  Ranking. 

P.S. — As  far  as  I  know,  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas,  author 
of  "  The  Rod  in  India,"  was  the  originator  of  the 
general  formula  quoted  by  me. 

"  STEWART "    TACKLE    FOR  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  W.  John- 
stone Forfar,  states  a  case  and  asks  a  question.  I 
have  gone  over  his  letter  twice,  and  I  venture  on  a 
hypothesis  to  accomit  for  his  losses.  He  used 
sneck  bend  hooks,  and  to  me  it  is  noteworthy 
that  "  anglers  who  were  by  his  side  "  when  he 
hooked  and  lost  his  two  salmon  "  condemned  the 
'  Stewart  '  for  salmon  fishing,  remarking  against  the 
sneck  bend,  and  condemning  the  fineness  of  the 
wire  "  (the  italics  are  mine).  And  I  agree  with  their 
opinion,  so  far  as  ( 1 )  sneck  bend  and  (2)  fine  wire  go. 
The  eneck,  if  it  gets  on  a  bone,  in  the  salmon's 
jaw,  is  very  apt  to  be  bent  out,  sideways,  and  if  the 
.sneck  hooks  are  of  slender  wire,  of  course  this 
tendency  is  largely  increased.  The  Limerick  hook 
is  much  to  be  preferred  for  salmon  fishing,  but  the 
hooks  used  for  salmon  worm-fishing  can  hardly  be 
better  shaped  than  is  Stewart's  favourite  for  trout 
fishing — namely,  a  round  bend  hook  with  the  point 
turned  slightly  inward  toward  the  shank,  but  without 
any  side  twist  whatever.  It  also  should  be  of 
decidedly  stout  wire,  tapering  to  the  shank  end. 
The  "  Stewart  "  tackle  is  seldom  used  for  sabnon 
fishing  with  a  worm,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
and  Mr.  Forfar's  accoimt  of  his  tackle  appears  to  me 
sufficient  to  account  for  his  ill  luck. 

Here  is  his  description  :  "  Sneck  bend,  three 
hooks,  first  and  third,  four  inches  apart."  Now, 
suppose  that  a  salmon  seizes  the  top  hook,  and  that 
the  fish  goes  down  and  sulks  at  the  bottom.  What 
on  earth  happens  to  the  third  and  perhaps  even  to 
the  second  hook  if  it  (the  second)  is  not  also  in  the 
fish's  mouth  or  throat  ?    Why,  it  trails  alongside 


that  fish's  head  (or  mouth).  If  he  gets  under  the 
lodge  of  a  rock  or  rubs  his  nose  on  an  old  sunken 
tree,  or  branch,  the  tliird  hook  gets  caught,  and 
the  salmon  puts  forth  all  his  strength,  with  the 
result  that  the  free  third  hook  thus  fixed  must 
either  bond  (as  his  did)  or  break;  and  it  would  be  a 
miracle  if  tho  hook  or  hooks  in  the  mouth  of  the 
wretched  salmon,  do  not  got  torn  either  partly  or 
wholly  from  their  hold,  for  once  aholeis  converted  into 
a  ragged  slit  or  tear,  the  barb  becomes  quite  useless, 
and  then  when  the  salmon  leaps,  he  is  free.  I  fancy 
that  some  such  chapter  of  accidents  liberated  Mr. 
Forfar's  two  salmon.  May  I  add  that  when  salmon 
fishing  with  the  worm,  I  myself  prefer  a  single,  a 
double  hook,  or  any  form  of  tackle  which  when 
seized  by  the  fish  leaves  no  free  hooks  dangliruj 
outside.  Because  it  is  quite  evident  that  if  a  salmon 
begins  boring  at  the  bottom  of  a  weedy,  rocky,  or 
ff)ul  river  bed,  a  hook  hanging  outside  the  jaw  of 
the  fish  is  nothing  short  of  a  danger,  to  the  expectant 
fisherman. — Youi's  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  CORSICA  AND  SARDINIA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  H.  M. 
Miller,  I  may  mention  that  an  article  in  the  Field 
in  1891  (I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  the  precise 
date,  or  the  name  of  the  author)  spoke  rather 
enthusiastically  of  the  trout-fishing  there.  He 
mentioned  the  Fiume  d'Oro  as  perhaps  the  finest 
trout  river  in  the  island,  having  always  plenty  of 
water  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  being  fed  by  moun- 
tain streams,  all  holding  trout.  At  a  spot  some 
distance  from  Ajaccio  accommodation  was  found  at 
a  small  farmhouse  near  a  mill,  precise  locality 
imfortunately  not  stated,  and  a  day's  work,  "  sober- 
coloured  flies  "  being  most  successful,  resulted  in 
"  something  over  191b.  of  trout  to  throe  rods,  besides 
a  few  eels,  '  suggesting  that  the  "  sober-coloured 
flies  "  were  occasionally  supplemented  by  the 
"  gardenia."    Some  of  the  trout  reached  nearly  21b. 

The  correspondent  said  that  excellent  trout 
fishing  might  be  enjoyed  almost  everywhere  in 
Corsica,  and,  though  this  is  perhaps  rather  too 
rose-coloured  an  estimate,  a  brief  visit  to  the  island 
might  afford  an  agreeable  and  interesting  change. 
Bastia  would  probably  be  found  as  good  a  base  of 
operations  as  Ajaccio. 

There  is  trout  fishing  in  Sardinia  also.  I  heard, 
through  a  friend  in  Genoa,  from  a  resident  there 
in  1893,  that  there  wore  plenty  of  small  trout  in 
most  of  the  rivers,  and  they  took  a  fly  well,  rare 
specimens  running  up  to  about  21b.,  but  the  average 
being  small  herring  size.  He  lamented,  however, 
the  lack  of  accommodation,  there  being  no  inns, 
except  at  Cagliari  and  Sassari,  and  no  fishing  near 
those  towns,  though  train  might  be  taken  to  fishing 
places,  returning  in  the  evening.  There  was  a  poor 
inn  at  Torranova,  but  the  trout  there  were  v^ery 
small. 

It  is  possible  that  matters  may  have  improved 
in  this  respect,  both  in  Corsica  and  Sardinia. 

LTp-to-date  information  might  probably  be 
obtained  by  applying,  for  Corsica,  to  the  British 
Consul  at  Ajaccio,  or  Vice-Consul  at  Bastia,  and, 
for  Sardinia,  to  the  British  Consul  at  Cagliari,  or 
Vice-Consul  at  Sassari  or  Terranova. 

I  can  say  nothing  about  the  sea  fishing,  except 
that  an  English  tourist  recently  proved  the  possi- 
bility of  catching  tunny  on  the  rod  in  Sardinian 
waters. — Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Paytox. 

Calais,  Dec.  5. 

YARE  AND  BURE  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

[We  are  very  pleased  to  insert  the  following  letter 
from  the  president  of  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preserva- 
tion Society. — Ed.] 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Yare  and  Buro 
Preservation  Society,  of  which  I  am  president  for 
the  current  year,  to  acquaint  you  that  the  dimi- 
nution in  the  income  of  the  society,  caused  bj'  the 
falling-off  of  subscriptions,  has  necessitated  their 
reducing  their  staff  of  watchers.  In  consequence 
there  is  reason  to  fear  a  renewal  of  netting  and 
poaching,  which,  if  not  checked,  will  destroy  one  of 
tho  chief  attractions  of  East  Norfolk  to  visitors. 

If  only  a  tithe  of  those  directly  and  indirectly 
interested  in  maintaining  the  popularity  of  the 
Broad  District  (which  is  of  considerable"  financial 
value)  would  subscribe  the  yearly  sum  of  os.  to  the 
society,  there  would  be  ample  fmids  available  for  the 
protection  of  the  rivers  against  illegal  destruction  of 
fish.  I  would,  therefore,  invite  you  to  become  a 
member  of  the  society,  or,  if  you  are  already  such, 
ask  you  to  endoavom-  to  induce  your  friends  to 
join  it.  But  for  the  efforts  of  the  society  in  the  past 
there  would  be  no  fish  in  the  riveis  worth  the 
trouble  of  fishing  for,  and  the  Broads  connected  with 
the  rivers  would  have  correspondingly  suffered. 

My  appeal  cannot  be  made  to  the  thousands  of  the 
poorer  anglers  who  find  recreation  on  the  Norfolk 
rivers,  because  they  cannot  individually  afford  even 
so  small  a  subscription  of  membership ;    and  it 
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cannot  reach  the  legion  of  visiting  anglers  except 
through  the  medium  of  the  Press.  It  is  specifically 
addressed,  therefore,  to  those  believed  to  be  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  object,  and  to  those  who  recognise 
the  valuable  nature  of  the  asset  whicli  East  Norfolk 
possesses  in  its  public  rivers. 

If  you  are  able  to  assist  me  in  restoring  tlie  Yare 
and  Bure  Preservation  Society  to  its  former  useful 
status,  any  subscriptions  or  donations  may  be  ad- 
dres.sed  to  me  or  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd, 
London-street,  Norwich,  who  will  gladly  acknow- 
ledge the  same. — Yours  truly, 

G.  Christopheb  Daviiss. 

11,  Prince  of  Wales'-road,  Norwich. 

BAIT  FOR  PERCH  IN  WINTER. 

Dear  Sib, — Would  you  kindly  answer  the  fol- 
lowing through  the  columns  of  your  valuable  paper  ? 

What  is  the  best  bait  for  perch,  in  ponds,  during 
the  winter  months  ?  Do  they  lie  on  the  bottom 
in  deep  water,  or  would  they  take  shelter  under 
the  dead  weeds,  during  cold  weather  ? 

The  reason  I  ask  is  that  I  regularly  fish  in  a 
pond  well-stocked  with  perch  during  tlie  summer 
and  autumn  months,  always  getting  a  few,  but 
during  December  I  cannot  get  them  to  bite  at  all. 
Can  you  give  any  reason  for  this  ?  The  ponds  are 
weedy,  with  a  muddy  bottom. — Yoiu'S  truly, 

A.  C.  Sharp. 

[If  the  perch  will  not  take  a  miimow  or  red  worm 
fished  on  a  fine  paternoster,  it  shows  they  are 
liverish,  and  it  is  no  use  wasting  time  on  them. 
I  have  often  failed  to  get  perch  on  a  lake  in  tlie 
winter  and  on  otlier  occasions  have  had  good  sport. 
It  is  a  good  plan  to  bait  a  place  or  two,  fairly  deep 
holes  near  stumps  or  brickwork,  if  such  are  avail- 
able. I  have  never  tried  it,  but  it  is  said  that  if 
you  put  minnows  in  a  glass  bowl,  with  a  bit  of 
coarse  muslin  over  the  top  to  keep  them  in,  and 
then  lower  it  so  it  is  about  2ft.  from  tlie  bottom, 
and  anchor  it  to  a  pole  put  on  the  slant  into  the 
mud,  perch  will  collect,  and  get  so  mad  at  not 
being  able  to  do  more  than  bump  their  noses  that 
they  will  take  a  minnow  which  comes  down  outside 
as  fast  as  the  angler  can  bait. — Ed.] 

DEATH  OF  MAJOR  GEORGE  CRESSWELL. 

Dear  Sib, — A  large  number  of  your  readers  and 
visitors  to  this  much-frequented  fishing  centre  will 
learn  with  sincere  regret  of  the  passing  away  from 
amongst  us  of  that  splendid  sportsman  and  genial 
gentleman.  Major  George  Cresswell.  Prior  to  his 
making  Waterville  his  permanent  abode  seven  or 
eight  years  ago,  he  had  visited  us  for  ten  years 
regularly  during  the  fishing  season,  and  was  looked 
upon  by  all  as  the  finest  exponent  and  authority 
on  all  matters  connected  with  fish  and  fishing  that 
had  ever  visited  our  district. 

In  spite  of  infirmities  which  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  deter  most,  he  never  failed  to  put  in 
an  appearance  on  the  opening  day  in  February  each 
season  to  participate  in  the  glories  of  spring  salmon 
fishing. 

It  was  in  the  trendies  of  the  Crimea  where  the 
gallant  major  laid  the  seeds  of  the  disease  which 
made  him  a  lifelong  invalid.  Those  of  us  whose 
privilege  and  pleasure  it  was  to  know  the  deceased 
gentleman  personally,  will  never  forget  the  example 
he  lias  shown  us  of  what  a  true  Christian  life  should 
be. — Yours  truly,  J.  H.  Bona. 

Bellevue,  Waterville,  co.  Kerry. 

FISHING  RIGHTS^  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — "The  average  angler"  (as  "  Skepti- 
cus "  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  26  truly  observes) 
"  generally  is  not  much  of  a  lawyer,"  and  I  would 
venture  to  add,' seldom  cares  to  know  much  of  the 
law.  Hence  the  number  of  "popular  fallacies" 
referred  to  by  your  esteemed  contributor  "  G.  M." 
in  his  notes  on  the  Ythan  tidal  water  case  which 
appeared  on  Nov.  12.  These  notes  will  be  of  service 
if  they  help  to  enlighten  the  English  lay  mind  in 
regard  to  Scottish  angling  law.  Too  frequently 
English  visitors  to  Scottish  fishing  localities  assume 
as  a  right  what  previous  inquiry  would  discover  to 
be  only  a  privilege. 

Let  me  emphasise  some  of  your  contributor's 
points,  and,  first,  as  to  brown  trout  and  sea-trout. 
The  term  "  trout "  is  indiscriminately  applied  to 
either,  and  mistaken  views  result.  Thus,  as  regards 
the  case  of  tidal  waters,  were  the  angler  to  read 
that  "  Trout  fishing  in  certain  tidal  and  navigable 
waters  is  free  to  the  public,"  and  again  in  the  local 
salmon  lessee's  report  that  "  Salmon  and  grilse  are 
scarce,  but  trout  plentiful,"  he  might  be  excused 
for  thinking  that  he  might  lawfully  catch  "sea- 
trout  "  in  such  waters.  Such,  of  course,  is  not  the 
case,  sea-trout  being  salmon  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Scottish  Salmon  Acts,  and  no  person, 
not  himself  having  a  legal  right,  or  permission  irom 
one  who  has,  can  legally  angle  for  saltnon  in  tidal 


or  any  Scot  tish  waters.  The  right  to  fish  for  salmon 
is  a  separate  property,  like  a  house  and  land,  held 
by  or  from  the  Crown,  and  is  transferred  by  titles 
which  may  be  separata  from  the  titles  of  land. 
Therefore,  no  public  right  of  salmon  fishing  as  such 
exists  in  Scotland.  As  regards  brown  trout,  no 
public  right  of  fishing  exists  either,  except  in  the 
limited  case  of  rivers  where  they  are  tidal  as  well  as 
navigable,  for  there  the  solum  of  the  river  or  estuary 
belongs  to  the  Crown  in  trust  for  the  public  rights  of 
navigation  and  white  fishing,  under  which  designa- 
tion such  fish  as  brown  trout,  eels,  and  flounders  will 
fall,  but  not  salmon,  oysters,  or  mussels.  Needless 
to  say,  in  such  waters  brown  trout  are  all  too  few. 
But  in  the  case  of  all  other  fishable  waters  in 
Scotland  "G.  M."  may  take  it  as  ascertained  law 
that  proprietary  rights  do  exist,  and  circumstances 
alone  will  dictate  whether  these  are  enforced  against 
the  pubhc  or  not.  "  Skepticus  "  makes  a  valuable 
suggestion  when  he  asks  for  a  n^aumd  in  your  columns 
of  the  Spey  case  (Grant  v.  Henry,  1894),  which 
decided  (1)  that  a  member  of  the  public  had  no 
right  to  fish  for  brown  trout  in  the  navigable  but 
non-tidal  portion  of  a  river,  and  (2)  that  such  a 
right  of  fishing  cannot  be  acquired  by  prescriptive 
use.  Ho  falls  into  a  curious  error,  however,  when 
he  asks  your  Northumberland  angling  authorities 
to  shed  light  on  the  Tyne  case  of  Fergusson  v. 
Shireff,  which  decided  that  a  member  of  the  public 
could  not  acquire  a  right  to  fish  in  a  private  river 
from  a  public  right  of  way  along  its  banks.  This 
was  the  Haddington  Tyne  near  Edinburgh,  not  the 
Northumberland  Tyne.  Many  other  interesting 
cases  throw  light  upon  the  true  principle  of  the 
law,  namely,  that  the  right  to  fish  for  brown  trout 
is  an  accessory  of  the  riparian  proprietor's  right  to 
the  land,  and  the  solitary  exception  of  tidal  and 
navigable  waters  referred  to  above  is  seen  to  be  no 
true  exception,  because  the  public  acquire  their 
right,  almost,  it  may  be  said,  in  virtue  of  the 
ownership  of  the  solum  by  the  Crown. 

When  sportsmen,  therefore,  realise  that  as 
angling  members  of  the  public  they  have  practically 
no  rights,  but  only  privileges,  less  will  be  heard  of 
the  futile  cry  of  "public  rights  invaded"  so  often 
raised  in  the  Press,  and  public-spirited  landlords 
may  receive  at  last  some  small  thanks  for  suffering 
the  invasion  of  their  property  by  too  often  thought- 
less and  thankless  individuals.  Then,  too,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the;  proprietor,  when  angling 
privileges  are  freely  given,  some  attempt  might  be 
made  by  the  recipients  to  conserve,  if  not  actually 
increase,  the  stock  of  fish  for  the  general  good.  On 
these  lines  should  "free  fishing"  develop:  by  co- 
operation, not  by  confiscation. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  Lamond. 


BREEDING  WORMS. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  time  ago  I  saw  an  inquiry  in 
the  Fishing  Onzetic,  ''  How  to  Breed  Worms  ?  "  I 
have  had  no  experience  other  than  with  brandlings. 
At  one  time  I  had  great  difficulty  in  procuring  a 
decent  bag  for  a  day's  fishing,  but  an  old  angler 
told  me  the  following  way  to  breed  them  : — I  dug  a 
pit  in  the  corner  of  my  garden  about  6ft.  by  2ift.  by 
lift.  deep.  I  boarded  it  roughly  all  round  to 
prevent  the  earth  falling  in,  but  left  the  bottom  in  its 
natural  state  ;  then  I  put  in  potato  peelings  and 
other  vegetable  refuse  from  the  kitchen  (no  bones 
or  fatty  matter).  I  put  some  worms  in,  and  they 
bred  very  fast  and  were  redder  and  tougher  than 
those  reared  in  horse  manure.  It  is  some  fifteen 
years  since  I  adopted  this  plan,  and  the  stock  has 
never  failed.  I  have  often  taken  ten  or  twelve  gross 
from  it  week  after  week,  and  the  stock  never  seemed 
to  diminish.  The  best  way  to  gather  them,  not  to 
disturb  the  stock,  is  to  lift  a  grapeful  on  to  an  old 
tray  or  piece  of  waxcloth,  pick  the  fishable  worms, 
and  turn  the  remains  back  into  the  pit.  As  the  vege- 
table matter  decays  it  turns  to  earth  ;  this  I  clean 
out  and  apply  to  the  garden.  I  lift  about  9in.  oft 
the  top,  which  will  contain  almost  all  the  stock,  on 
to  a  large  piece  of  wrapsheet,  dig  out  the  earth,  then 
turn  in  the  contents  of  the  sheet,  and  continue  to 
deposit  the  vegetable  refuse  regularly  as  before.  I 
generally  keep  the  top  covered  with  some  sort  of  old 
cloth,  and  if  the  season  is  dry  and  hot  I  water  it  occa- 
sionally, which  brings  the  worms  to  the  top  to  feed 
on  the  moistened  food.  Brandlings  can  be  kept  for 
a  long  time  in  a  jar  or  other  earthenware  vessel  with 
nothing  but  potato  peelings,  but  a  cloth  must  be  tied 
securely  over  the  mouth  or  they  will  escape. 

Anyone  wishing  to  rear  a  moderate  quantity  could 
make  a  smaller  pit,  but  keep  the  depth  the  same. — 
— Yours  truly,  Cle.ui-Water  Wobmer. 

SALMON  OR  SALMON-TROUT. 

Dear  Sib, — It  may  interest  you  to  know  that 
there  have  been  trapped  in  the  fish  weirs  at  Sea- 
snller,  near  Faversham,  several  salmon  or  salmon- 
trout  of  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  weight.  No  doubt  they 
are  some  from  those  turned  into  the  upper  reaches 


of  the  river  Thames.  The  fish  are  bright,  silvery, 
with  small  dark  spots  along  the  sides ;  when 
cooked  have  pink  flesh.  I  endeavoured  to  get 
one  to  send  to  you,  but  they  were  soon  sold 
for  consumption. — Yours  truly, 

Faversham.  W.  P.  Coleman. 

[I  have  told  Mr.  Coleman  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  see  one  of  the  fish.  From  his  description  I 
tsxpect  they  are  sea-trout  or  bull-trout,  which  are 
taken  off  the  Kentish  coast  and  in  the  rivers,  and 
doubtless  are  the  "  Fordwich  Trout  "  referred  to 
by  Walton  as  running  up  the  Stour.  Still,  it  is 
evidently  unusual  to  catch  them  as  described  by 
Mr.  Coleman. — En.] 

RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  record  of  spawning  times  in  this 
country  and  a  proposition  for  a  suitable  close 
season  would,  I  think,  be  of  interest  to  many  of 
your  readers  ;  as  yet  I  have  seen  no  suggestion. 
The  practice  with  regard  to  rainbow  is  very 
diverse,  and  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  the 
sooner  a  proper  close  season  is  recognised  the  better. 
It  is  freely  stated  that  rainbows  are  not  as  canni- 
balistic as  farios  and  other  trout.  One  caught 
with  the  fly  in  September  last,  of  about  a  pound 
weight,  on  being  grassed,  ejected  a  couple  of  stone 
loaches,  one  seven  inches  long — this  looks  a  bit 
like  backsliding  !  Speaking  of  records  of  greediness, 
I  killed  a  fario  with  fly,  weight  about  Hlb.,  its 
condition  being  good.  I  opened  it,  and  counted 
thirty-seven  full-grown  sticklebacks,  as  well  as  a 
ball  of  partly-digested  ones,  with  insects,  shells, 
caddis,  and  other  trifles. — Yours  truly, 

St.  Helen's.  Clarence. 

[Rainbows,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  appear  to  be 
assimilating  their  spawning  time  to  that  of  our 
trout  (which  ranges  from  November  to  March). 
The  obvious  course  is  for  owners  of  waters  containing 
rainbows  to  find  out  when  they  spawn  and  protect 
them  accordingly.  I  fear  that  the  eggs  of  rainbows 
spawned  in  a  wild  state  in  this  country  never  come 
to  anything. — Ed.]  , 

CHUB  KILLED  BY  OTTERS— HOW  OTTERS 
FEED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  of  a  monster  chub 
presented  to  the  Piscatorial  Society,  of  which  the 
weight  is  given  as  71b.  14oz.,  "killed  by  an  otter  " 
in  the  Avon.  A  week  ago  I  came  across  the  remains 
of  a  large  chub  at  Shepperton,  also  presumably 
"  killed  by  an  otter,"  and  from  the  dihria  I  secured 
the  throat  teeth,  from  which  I  deduced  the  size  of 
the  fish.  I  myself  had  just  caught  a  small  chub  of 
21b.  6oz.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  how  the  otter 
secures  the  biggest  fish.  What  are  his  methods, 
and  has  anyone  seen  him  at  work  ?  It  might  be 
interesting  to  your  readers,  as  well  as  to — Yours 
truly,  Tho.s.  B.  Weake. 

[I  never  saw  an  otter  capture  a  fish,  but  ha\-e 
always  understood  they  hunt  chiefly  at  night,  and 
catch  the  fish  by  swimming  after  it  and  seizing  it 
with  claws  and  teeth.  Doubtless,  trout  and  other 
fish  often  rush  for  safety  into  the  weeds,  and  then 
the  otter  has  an  easy  capture.  If  any  readers  have 
seen  an  otter  catching  fish  I  hope  they  will  kindlj- 
answer  this  query. — Ed.] 

GRAYLING  AND  SNOW  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — During  the  past  thirty-seven  years 
that  I  have  reported  the  doings  on  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  I  have  frequentlj'  shown  that  the  dreaded 
"  snow  broth  "  is  not  so  inimical  to  anglers  fishing 
for  roach,  dace,  and  grayling  as  the  majority  of  the 
followers  of  winter  fishing  believe.  I  have  frequently 
had  good  sport  when  there  was  little  else  but  snow 
in  the  water  ;  but  the  very  best  basket  of  grayling 
I  ever  saw  caught  with  the  Yore  running  Tiankf ul 
of  thick  snow  water,  without  any  admixture  of  rain, 
was  on  Dec.  1.  On  my  way  to  the  river  for  a 
couple  of  hours'  angling  after  lunch  I  met  Mr.  R. 
Kell,  of  Leyburn,  who  was  returning  from  fishing 
with  a  creel  chock  full.  He  turned  the  fish  out  for 
my  inspection.  I  counted  eighteen  beautiful  gray- 
ling, from  |lb.  to  lib.  each,  and  there  were  several 
good  dace.  I  had  to  fish  the  same  water  he  had 
just  left,  and  in  a  short  Advent  afternoon  picked  up 
half  a  dozen  good  grayling,  and  returned  home  more 
than  ever  convinced  that  grayling  wiU  feed  as  well, 
if  not  better  at  times,  in  snow  water  than  they  do 
very  often  when  the  river  is  down  to  its  normal 
level.  Grayling  will  feed  freely  in  frosty  weather, 
but  my  experience,  also  that  of  other  anglers  who 
fish  for  grayling  almost  daily  during  the  winter 
months,  is  that  dvu-ing  intense  frost  they  lay 
dormant,  and  at  such  periods  one  oftener  gets  the 
fine  drawn  giit  cut  in  the  edges  of  the  ice  than  a 
bite  from  a  giayling. — Yours  truly. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  John  E.  Miller.  I 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Christmas  and  the  New  Year. 

Once  again,  and  for  the  twenty -sixth  year,  it  is 
my  pleasant  privilege  to  wish  all  our  readers, 
contributors,  and  advertisers,  and  all  connected  with 
the  paper  in  any  way,  a  very 

Merky  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year, 

and  to  hope  that  the  angling  season  of  1905  may 
prove  to  be  a  good  one  for  all.  During  the  coming 
year  I  expect  to  have  some  very  interesting  illus 
trated  articles,  and  shall  always  be  grateful  for  any 
suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  little  paper 
which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has  made  friends  for  itself 
in  every  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  world  where  anglers  are  found. 
There  is  one  thing  I  should  like  to  say,  and  that  is, 
with  the  best  will  in  the  world,  it  is  impossible  to 
send  wTitten  answers  to  all  letters,  and,  although  I  do 
my  best,  I  fear  some  may  have  taken  offence  when 
none  was  intended  on  my  part ;  as  "  Dragnet " 
often  says,  "  We  cannot  please  everybody,  though 
we  try  to  please  all." 

Mr.  Philip  Geen's  Book. 

A  great  many  readers  of  Mr.  Philip  Geen's  articles 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  will,  I  am  sure,  be  glad  to  see 
from  the  advertisement  in  our  columns  that  he  has 
republished  them,  with  much  new  matter  and  many 
new  illustrations,  as  a  handsome  demy  8vo  volume, 
which  has  been  admirably  printed  by  Messrs. 
Clowes,  and  makes  a  most  attractive  and  acceptable 
present  for  anglers  of  all  classes.  Copies  of  the  work 
have  been  accepted  by  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
by  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife,  by  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  other  angling  notabilities. 
The  price  is  78.  6d.,  post  free,  and  it  is  published  by 
the  author  at  Friar  Stile  Lodge,  Richmond,  Surrey. 

Fishing  in  the  Wyresdale  Club  Waters. 

It  haa  been  discovered  that,  quite  by  an  acci- 
dent, the  figures  given  as  to  the  numbers  of  fish 
captured  by  the  club  members  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  be  able  to  fish  the  Wyresdale  Lakes 
■were  for  1903,  and  not  for  "  last  season  " — that  is, 
for  1904,  We  hope  to  be  able  to  give  the  catch  for 
1904  next  week. 


"Angling  Days." 

Mr.  John  Lane,  the  publisher,  sends  me  a  new 
volume  of  verse  by  that  pleasant  singer,  Mr.  Francis 
Coutts,  entitled,  "  Musa  Verticordia."  The  most 
attractive  item  for  the  angler  will  be  "  Angling 
Days."  a  reminiscence  of  boyhood  fishing  days  on 
the  Dcrwent,  Wye,  and  Dove,  in  nearly  a  score  of 
verses,  of  which  I  give  one  or  two  :  — 

I  care  not  where  my  steps  are  bont 

Nor  what  far  hinds  I  spy, 
The  happiest  days  that  o'er  I  spent 

Or  shall  spend  till  I  die. 
Were  those  when  I  a-fishing  went 
By  Derwent  and  by  Wye. 
*  *  *  * 

And  still  in  fancy  I  can  see 

Where  Derwent's  flood  is  shed, 
The  laughing  stream  pretend  to  flee. 

That  yet  is  never  fled. 
And  beckon  with  fantastic  glee 
Where  I  would  fain  be  led. 

I  should  like  to  quote  the  whole  poem,  for  every  verse 
is  charming,  but  must  not  give  more  than  this  one, 
addressed  to  the  Wye  : — 

And  you,  deep-coiling  Wye,  where  sail 

Long  weeds  with  starry  flowers, 
I  followed  oft  through  Darley  Dale 

Or  past  old  Haddon's  towers  ; 
And  still  I  love  to  tell  the  tale 
Of  those  imcareful  bom's. 

I  wish  Mr.  Coutts  would  give  us  some  more  angling 
verse,  for,  unfortunately,  poets  who  are  also  anglers 
are  scarce. 

The  late  Mr.  William  Clowes. 

Another  good  sportsman  and  inost  genial  and 
kindly  man  passed  away  last  week  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  William  Clowes,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  great 
printing  house  of  William  Clowes  &  Sons,  Ltd. 
Mr.  Clowes  had  not  been  in  the  best  of  health  for 
some  years  past,  but  he  was  much  better  when  I  saw 
him  last  a  month  or  two  ago,  and  had  a  chat  about 
shooting,  fishing,  and  fish-culture.  He  took  great 
interest  in  the  printing  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
was  always  most  obliging  and  willing  to  carry  out 
suggestions,  if  practicable.  His  loss  will  be  deeply 
regretted  by  a  great  circle  of  friends.  There  is  an 
admirable  portrait  and  some  account  of  him  in  the 
Publishers'  Circular  for  Dec.  17.  Mr.  Clowes  was 
in  the  boats  at  Eton,  was  a  member  of  the 
Kingston  Rowing  Club,  a  very  good  game  shot, 
and  most  ardent  all-round  angler;  he  fished  the 
Thames  at  Streatley  a  good  deal,  and  a  few  winters 
ago  killed  a  191b.  pike  there. 

Death  of  Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells. 


Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  know  his 
work  on  "  Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle  "  and  "  The 
American  Salmon  Fisherman  "  will  regret  to  hear  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells,  of  New  York.  A 
good  many  years  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  to  get 
Mr.  Wells  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  and  I  hope  that  a  little  later  I  may  be 
able  to  give  the  portrait  and  some  account  of  him, 
as  he  was  one  of  the  most  original  writers  on  angling 
that  America  has  produced  ;  in  the  meantime,  here 
is  a  pleasant  personal  note  about  him  from  his 
friend,  Mr.  J.  E.  Hindon  Hyde,  from  Forest  and 
Stream.  Mr.  Wells,  who  was  a  solicitor,  had  been 
in  bad  health  for  some  time.    Mr.  Hyde  says  :- 

"  It  was  with  the  keenest  regret  that  I  saw  the 
announcement  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells 
in  j''Our  issue  of  this  week.  Appreciative  as  your 
note  was,  it  does  not  do  him  adequate  justice. 

"  I  knew  Mr.  Wells  well  fot-  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  I  believe  no  one  will  have  a  greater  or  better 
influence  than  he  on  the  angling  fraternity — old  boys 
and  young  boys,  we  are  all  alike — for  the  next 
twenty  years.    What  influence  he  has  had  is  history. 

"  Mr.  Wells',  predominant  traits  were  modesty, 
thoroughness,  geniality,  and  generosity  ;  and  com 
bined  with  these  were  a  good  knowledge  of  mechanics, 
of  natural  science,  of  literary  art,  and  a  willingness 
to  impart  his  knowledge  to  others.  Above  all,  he 
was  an  angler. 

"  Whether  it  was  at  the  side  of  a  salmon  river, 
wading-  a  trout  brook,  on  a  lake  in  Maine,  or  sitting 
in  front  of  the  blazing  logs  in  his  beloved  camp  of 
the  Parmachenee  Club  on  the  island  in  Parmachenee 
Lake,  he  was  always  the  same — genial,  modest,  of  a 
kindly  but  keen  wit,  ever  ready  to  suggest  when 
asked,  but  never  intruding. 

f  His  books  are  a  fair  picture  of  the  man,  for  unlik 


many  writers,  lie  did  not  try  to  keep  his  knowledge 
for  publication  only. 

Two  instances  occur  to  me.  A  young  amateur 
once  said  to  him  that  he  thought  that  lie  had  made 
an  iiiiprovement  on  the  Parmachenee;  Belle,  a  fly 
which,  as  we  all  kn<jw,  was  born  of  Mr.  Wells'  fancy, 
which  is  famous  throughout  the  world,  and  which 
was,  therefore,  naturally  a  source  of  modest  pride  to 
its  inventor.  I  expected  at  least  a  demur,  but  the 
answer  was  a  very  quiet  '  Very  likely  !  ■  Another 
time  he  was  shown  a  cheap  bamboo  rod  which  the 
owner  had  reinforced  by  extra  windings  of  silk,  and 
by  adding  extra  line  rings.  We  all  know  what  chead 
tackle  is,  but  Wells  tried  the  rod  and  then  handed  it 
back  with  a  hearty,  '  1  like  the  action  better  than 

that  of  my  $70  rod  of  naming  a  maker  other 

than  himself. 

"  His  books  are  a  storehouse  of  practical  infor- 
mation such  as  the  angler  wants,  and  they  have  the 
added  charm  of  a  literary  style  peculiarly  their  owti 
-natural,  unaffected,  and  straight  to  the  point. 
"  Attractive  to  both  men  and  women,  listened  to 
with  great  respect  by  all,  I  feel  sure  that  there  are 
many  who  will  feel  his  loss  as  I  do,  and  among  them 
notably  John  S.  Danforth." 

An  Angling  Association  Formed  at  Cape  Town. 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  Cape  Times  that  an 
angling  association  is  being  formed,  as  will  Ixi  seen 
from  this  extract : — 

"  A  number  of  Cape  Town  gentlemen  interested 
in  angling  and  sea-fishing  met  informally  on  Nov.  19, 
and  decided  to  form  themselves  into  a  society,  to  be 
called  the  Western  Province  Anglers'  Association. 
The  following  committee  was  formed  to  draw  up 
rules  and  regulations  :  Messrs.  Gus  Trollip  ( chair- 
man), R.  M.  Maxwell,  G.  M.  Findlay,  I.  D.  Colvin, 
Neumann  Thomas,  P.  T.  Mackenzie  ( hon.  secretary). 
Those  who  would  like  to  join  are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  hon.  secretary,  at  the  office  of 
Messrs.  Wilmot  &  Co.,  Savings  Bank  Chambers, 
St.  George's-street." 

The  efiorts  to  stock  some  of  the  Cape  rivers  with 
trout  promises  to  be  very  successful.  Here  is 
another  item  from  the  same  paper  : — ■ 

'  Anglers  will  be  interested  to  hear  that  in  a  little 
tributary  of  the  Eerste  River  seventy-five  trout  were 
caught  in  an  afternoon,  one  of  them  weighing  41b. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  lucky  angler  who  struck  this 
wonderful  stream  had  the  decency  to  put  most  of  the 
fish  back  again.  The  stocking  of  the  stream  and  not 
record  basket-making  is  what  the  Cape  angler  ought 
to  have  at  heart  at  present. '' 

Mr.  Wm.  Heinemann's  New  Shakespeare. 

The  charming  edition  of  Shakespeare  which  Mr. 
Heinemann  publishes  in  forty  sixpenny  volumes  is 
now  complete,  and  copies  can  be  seen  at  the  principal 
booksellers  and  bookstalls.  The  wonder  is  how  such 
a  handsome  cloth  binding,  as  well  as  fine  paper  and 
print,  and  a  photogravure  frontispiece,  can  be  given 
for  6d.  I  hope  Mr.  Heinemann  will  issue  the  same 
edition,  four  plays  in  one  cover,  for  those  who  do 
not  like  their  bread  and  butter  cut  too  thin  or  their 
books  into  small  fractions.- 


About  Ballinahinch  Sea-Trout  on  Dry-Fly. 
A  correspondent  who  had  some  fishing  at  Ballina- 
hinch this  season  writes:  — 

"  I  have  just  turned  up  your  letter  of  Aug.  5 
re  Ballinahinch  Fishery,  which  I  visited  late  in 
August,  and  it  may  be  useful  if  I  venture  to 
correct  one  or  two  points  in  which  your  letter  ia 
not  quite  right.- 

"  All  the  fishing  in  the  lakes  is  from  boats,  and 
I  believe  the  river  is  also  fished  from  boats,  though 
I  did  not  try  it.  The  'stands'  mentioned  in  the 
Ballinahinch  rules  would  be  more  properly  described 
as  beats,  as  the  word  means  the  extent  of  water 
allotted  to  each  boat,  beyond  which  it  must  not  go. 
It  is  quite  true  that  the  best  lochs  are  let  long 
beforehand  by  the  month  or  for  the  season,  but 
we  got  a  few  days  on  Ballinahinch  Loch,  which 
is  not  nearly  so  good  as  Inagh  and  Derryclare. 
It  has  two  boats  allotted  to  it,  but  is  really 
only  large  enough  for  one.  Visitors  at  the  Recess 
Hotel  can  fish  two  or  three  lochs  for  sea-trout 
without  charge,  but  they  are  small  and  naturally 
get  a  good  deal  fished,  still  on  a  good  day  fair 
sport  is  to  be  had.  The  Erriff  river  is  about  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Recess,  Lecnane  being  the  nearest 
village  where  there  is  a  large  hotel.  The  sea-trout 
fishing  there  in  favourable  weather  is  quite  first- 
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class,  as  is  also  the  salmon  fishing,  given  plenty  of 
water. 

"  A  gentleman  at  Recess,  who  gave  up  his  boat 
on  BaUinahinch  Loch  to  me  one  day,  fished  the 
river  for  sea-trout,  and  finding  the  sun  very  bright, 
and  there  being  no  wind,  tried  the  dry-fly.  He 
brought  in  eight  good  sea-trout,  taken  chiefly  on 
Silver  Sedge  and  Pink  Wickham.  Is  not  this 
unusual  ? '-' 

I  do  not  remember  recording  the  capture  of 
sea-trout  on  the  dry-fly,  but  I  fancy  it  must  have 
frequently  been  done. 

Pacific  Coast  Salmon  take  the  Fly. 

I  have  to  thank  Major  R.  K.  W.  R.  Clavell, 
R.M.L.I.,  for  further  proof  that  Pacific  Coast  salmon 
will  occasionally  take  the  fly. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Seeing  the  above  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  the  following  may  interest  you.  In 
September,  1900,  I  camped  with  my  servant  on 
the  Oyster  River,  about  twenty  miles  north  of 
Comox,  Vancouver  Island  (east  coast).  During 
my  stay  there  of  seventeen  days  the  humpbacked 
salmon  were  in  full  run,  and  I  caught  two  with  the 
fly  in  the  mouth,  one  a  hen  and  the  other  a  cock 
fish.  The  hen  I  opened,  and  she  was  ripe.  She 
gave  me  good  sport,  the  cock  only  pulling  himself 
into  shallow  water,  where  I  landed  him  with  my 
foot.  The  italics  '  in  the  mouth '  are  intentional,  as 
the  salmon  are  so  thick  that  anyone  can  foul  hook 
the  cock  fish  with  a  fly,  their  backs  being  out  of 
water  in  the  shallows. 

"  Knowing  it  was  unusual  to  hooksalmon  with  the 
fly,  I  called  my  servant's  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  fly  (a  small  sea -trout  fly)  was  fairly  in  the 
mouth.  My  servant's  address  (he  is  still  with  me) 
is  Private  J.  H.  Baker,  R.M.L.I.,  80.  Cremyl-street, 
Stonehouse,  and  he  can  verify  my  statement.  I 
guess  the  weight  of  both  fish  anywhere  between 
61b.  and  81b.  each. 

"  P.S. — These  fish  were  caught  at  least  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  above  salt  water.'- 

"  In  its  Own  Field." 

The  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing  writes : — "My  sub- 
scription to  the  Fishing  Oazette  for  five  years 
having  expired,  I  beg  to  enclose  P.O.  for  renewal 
for  another  five  years,-  I  consider  it  the  best 
paper  in  its  own  field  I  have  ever  read."  This  is  a 
very  pleasant  sort  of  Christmas  Box  to  get,  and  I 
asked  "  Dragnet"  how  we  should  head  this  note. 
Why,  "Virtue  Rewarded,"  of  course,  he  replied  ; 
but  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  nothing  if  not  modest. 


Mr,  Livingston  Stone  believes  in  Salmon  Culture. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  veteran  fish-breeder, 
Mr.  A.  Livingston  Stone,  believes  in  the  benefits  of 
salmon  culture.  In  a  letter  in  Forest  and  Stream,  of 
Dec.  3,  he  says  : — 

"  Looking  over  some  old  files  of  Forest  and  Stream 
the  other  day,  I  came  across  an  article  in  the  issue 
of  May  9,  1903,  headed  '  Salmon  Culture  in 
America,'  and  signed  C.  H.  Barkdull,  in  which  Mr. 
BarkduU  classes  me  with  the  '  unfortunate  sceptics  ' 
who  do  not  believe  in  salmon  culture.  I  think  Mr. 
Barkdull  must  have  had  me  mixed  up  in  his  mind 
with  someone  else,  for  I  do  not  know  of  anyone  who 
has  worked  harder  than  I  have  to  increase  the 
salmon  of  this  country,  or  who  did  more  for  the 
cause  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  between  the 
years  1872  and  1897. 

"  It  is  a  small  matter,  I  know,  and  only  a  per- 
sonal one,  but  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  like  to  be 
called  an  '  unfortunate  sceptic  '  who  disbelieves  in 
salmon  culture,  when  I  spent  nearly  the  whole  of  this 
quarter  of  a  century  trying  to  prove  that  I  did 
believe  in  it  by  diligently  hatching  and  distributing 
salmon  during  that  period,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fact 
that  I  inaugurated  salmon  culture  in  this  part  of  the 
world  by  building  and  operating  in  1868,  at  my  own 
expense,  the  first  r.almon  hatching  station  in 
America. 

"  I  agree  with  Mr.  Barkdull  about  the  pretty  girls 
and  the  gf)ld  mines  and  the  big  trees  of  the  Pacific 
Coast ;  but  I  think  he  must  give  me  credit  for  not 
being  much  of  a  sceptic  on  the  subject  of  salmon 
culture." 

I  only  wish  Mr.  Stone  (^ould  tell  us  where  salmon 
culture  has  increased  the  supply  of  salmon  ! 

R.  B.  Marston.' 


"THE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TKOUT 
EIVEES  OF  ENGLAND  AND 
WALES."  * 


This  very  valuable  and  handsome  work  on  the 
salmon  and  sea-trout  rivers  of  England  and  Wales 
is  appropriately  dedicated  by  permission  to  our 
premier  angler,  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales.  In 
his  preface  Mr.  Grimblc  says  his  work  deals  with 
the  history  for  more  than  the  past  forty  years  of 
each  of  the  rivers  described,  and  has  been  written 
"  with  the  double  object  of  directing  greater  public 
attention  to  the  capabilities  of  our  English  and 
Welsh  rivers,  and  of  affording  to  anglers  the  fullest 
and  latest  information  obtainable  as  to  the  sport 
they  may  expect  each  stream  to  yield  under  existing 
circumstances."  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
necessarily  high  price  at  which  the  work  is  published 
must  to  some  extent  limit  its  utility;  an  index 
of  names  of  rivers  and  their  tributaries  and  places 
on  them  would  have  been  most  welcome  in  a  work 
of  reference  Uke  this. 

As  in  the  case  of  his  work  on  the  Scottish  rivers, 
and  to  a  much  greater  extent  in  that  on  those  of 
Ireland,  Mr.  Grimble,  who  is  unquestionably  our 
leading  authority  on  the  subject,  has  to  deplore  the 
fact  that  our  English  and  Welsh  salmon  rivers 
produce  not  a  tithe  of  the  fish  they  are  naturally 
capable  of  producing.  "  Over-netting  and  pollution 
are  the  bane  of  our  English  and  Welsh  rivers,  and 
if  only  these  evils  could  be  dealt  with  in  a  more 
simple  and  effective  manner,  then,  in  proportion 
to  their  size,  they  would  yield,  to  nets  and  rods, 
quite  as  many  fish  as  the  Scotch  or  Irish  streams." 
He  points  out  that  the  Tay  and  the  Spey  have 
never,  in  proportion  to  their  drainage  area,  equalled 
the  rod  takes  of  the  Usk  in  its  palmiest  days.  In 
1879  anglers  on  the  Usk  killed  close  on  three  thousand 
five  hundred  salmon,  and  although  for  many  years 
there  was  a  sad  falling  off,  the  number  last  year 
had  risen  again  to  nearly  two  thousand. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  points  in  this  work  is 
the  record  for  each  river,  as  far  as  it  was  obtainable, 
of  the  number  of  salmon  rod  licences  issued  each 
season,  and  the  number  of  fish  killed  by  the  rod. 
Statistics  as  to  net  captures  only  indirectly  interest 
anglers,  but  there  is  no  better  test  of  the  chances 
of  sport  with  rod  than  the  record  of  past 
captures.  Although  so  many  salmon-passes  have 
been  erected  in  the  T^nited  Kingdom,  it  is,  indeed, 
as  Mr.  Grimble  says,  disheartening  to  find  how 
useless  they  are  in  the  great  majority  of  cases — 
I  am  afraid  he  might  have  added  that  in  not  a  few 
instances  they  have  been  put  up  in  compliance 
with  law  rather  than  to  pass  fish.  Salmon-passes 
are  almost  as  unsatisfactory  as  salmon  culture,  f 
What  a  fine  salmon  river  the  lower  Test  would  be 
if  it  lived  up  to  its  record  for  1892,  when  over  a 
thousand  salmon,  weighing  over  13,0001b.,  were 
killed  by  anglers,  but  in  1893  only  thirty-seven 
fish  were  killed,  nor  has  the  annual  take  since  then 
ever  reached  a  hundred  fish.  Reasons  given"for  this 
falling  oft'  are  the  diminished  flow  consequent  on 
the  tapping  of  the  chalk  springs  above  Romsey  by 
the  South  Hants  Water  Company,  and  the  much 
greater  use  of  water  by  tenants  of  the  water-meadows ; 
also  the  dredging  in  Southampton  Water  and  the 
churning  up  it  gets  by  the  passing  to  and  fro  of  the 
big  liners.  The  Hampshire  Avon  for  many  years 
past  can  only  boast  of  an  average  of  about  half  a 
salmon  for  the  season  to  each  holder  of  a  20s.  licence  ! 

Of  far  too  many  of  the  salmon  rivers  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Grimble,  it  can  only  be  said,  as  Mr.  Grimble 
says  of  the  Axe,  namely,  that  it  is  "  not  a  river 
that  would  be  specially  selected  by  an  angler  coming 
from  a  distance  to  seek  sport  with  salmon  and  sea- 
trout" — even  in  such  a  fine  little  river  as  the  Dart 
the  average  take  of  salmon  is  not  three  per  season  to 
each  licence-holder ;  indeed,  for  all  the  south  of 
England  rivers  the  record  to  the  angler  is  a  beggarly 
account  of  empty  boxes,  or,  rather,  bags.  Of  the 
Severn,  a  gentleman,  who  has  known  the  river  for 
the  past  thirty  years,  says  that  it  cannot  now  be 
called  a  salmon  angling  river  at  all,  and  he  is  quile 
right.    In  his  chapter  on  the  Wye,  Mr.  Grimble 

*  "  The  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Rivers  of  England 
and  Wales."  ■  By  Augustus  Grimble.  Author  of 
"  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  "  The  Salmon 
Rivers  of  Ireland,"  etc.  W^itli  illustrations  and 
map.  London  :  Kegan  Paul,  Trench,  Triibner  and 
Co.,  Ltd.,  1904.    2  vols.,  quarto.    Price  £3  .Is.  net. 

t  I  have  got  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  to 
describe  his  very  successful  fish-pass  work  for  next 
week's  Fishing  Gazette. — -Ed. 


gives  us  a  capital  picture  of  that  excellent  salmon, 
angler  and  salmon  fly  maker,  Mr.  L.  .1.  Graham 
Clarke,  who  owns  a  fine  stretch  of  the  river,  on 
which  he  has  killed  six  spring  fish  on  one  May  day 
which  averaged  141b.  In  1901  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer, 
the  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  staled  that  the  Wye  was 
netted  to  a  greater  extent  and  for  a  greater  length 
than  any  other  river  in  England  and  Wales.  Since 
then,  thanks  to  the  Wye  Fisheries'  Association, 
netting  has  been  greatly  reduced,  and  Mr.  Grimble 
says  he  can  "  see  no  reason  ■why  the  anglings  of  the 
Wye  should  not  eventually  become  the  best  in 
England."  Certainly  no  river  is  by  nature  better 
suited  to  take  that  position,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Grimble 
may  prove  as  true  and  as  good  a  forecaster  as  he 
is  fly-caster.  His  pictures  of  scenes  on  the  Wye 
and  the  Usk  are  delightful.  The  account  of  the 
Usk  is  naturally  the  most  interesting  in  the  work, 
and  it  is  a  real  pleasure  to  know  that  river  shows 
brave  signs  of  recovering  its  former  reputation 
as  being,  for  its  size,  the  best  in  the  kingdom. 
The  rest  of  Volume  I.  is  devoted  to  "  The  Rivers  of 
South  Wales,"  the  Teifi,  the  Ayron  and  Arth,  the 
Dovey,  Mawddach,  Artro,  Dwyryd,  Prysor  and 
Glaslyn — of  which  Teifi  and  Dovey  are  probably 
best  worth  the  salmon  angler's  attention. 

In  Volume  II.  about  a  dozen  other  Welsh  rivers 
are  dealt  with,  including  the  Conway  and  Dee.  On 
most  of  these  complaints  of  bad  seasons  and  poor 
sport  prevail ;  even  of  the  once  famous  Cpnway  we 
get  only  "  depressing  statistics,"  the  Conway  nets 
having  slowly  but  surely  beaten  the  fish.  The 
Clwyd  and  Elwy  can  only  boast  of  an  average  of 
roughly  a  couple  of  salmon  for  the  whole  season  to 
each  rod  licence  taken  out.  The  Dee  appears  to 
be  recovering  from  a  cycle  of  bad  seasons  ;  in  1902 
the  rods  got  one  hundred  spring  fish,  but  what  is 
that  among  so  many  licence-holders  '!  Probably 
not  a  brace  apiece.  Of  the  Ribble  Mr.  Grimble 
records  that  in  his  opinion  it  is  the  foulest  of  all  our 
English  or  Welsh  rivers  which  still  hold  salmon,  and 
consequently  it  is  a  "  very  depressing  river  to  deal 
with.''  Of  the  Lune  the  report  is  also  bad,  though 
some  signs  of  improvement  are  noted.  The  short 
chapter  on  the  West  Cumberland  district  shows 
that  the  Esk,  Irt,  Calder,  and  Eden  afford  better 
salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  than  many  more 
important  rivers,  and  from  the  number  of  licences 
taken  out  this  appears  also  to  hold  good  of  the 
Derwent,  Cocker,  and  Ellen  district.  Mr.  Grimble 
gives  us  some  enchanting  views  in  this  Lake  District. 

The  Eden  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  English 
salmon  rivers,  and  also  one  of  the  loveliest,  but 
the  record  is  not  a  good  one  for  rod  fishing  of  late 
years  :  1902  is  called  a  moderate  season — two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  salmon  among  one  hundred  and  two 
licence-holders.  "  With  regard  to  the  Eden,"  Mr. 
Grimble  says,  "  it  is,  with  a  solitary  Scotch  exception, 
the  only  river  where  I  have  experienced  anything 
in  the  least  degree  discouraging" — he  means  in  the 
way  of  getting  information,  for  many  of  his  reports 
are  discouraging  enough  in  all  conscience.  It  seems 
that  one  Eden  lessee  wrote  in  reply  to  his  polite 
inquiry  as  follows  : — "  The  whole  of  this  river  is 
mostly  let  on  lease,  and  anything  you  might  say 
could  be  of  interest  to  them  only  (the  grammar  is 
his),  and  scarcely  then, for  they  are  already  in  posses- 
sion of  the  information.  Not  so  long  ago,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  acquire  my  water  over  my  head  by 
the  offer  of  a  rent  in  excess  of  what  I  then  paid, 
and  as  this  practice  is  becoming  quite  common, 
you  can  easily  understand  that  I  do  not  wish  to 
assist  such  people.'-  Human  nature  being  what  it 
is,  I  can  only  wonder  that  Mr.  Grimble  has  not 
met  with  more  "  discouragement "  of  this  kind, 
for  one  carmot  help  feeling  that  th  s  irate  lessee 
has  some  grounds  for  his  views. 

Although  only  some  s  ix  miles  of  the  Border  Esk 
are  in  England,  Mr.  Grimble  thought  it  would  be 
a  "  poor  way  of  dealing  with  a  stream  which  offers 
greater  advantages  and  more  opportunities  of  sport 
to  wandering  anglers  than  most  ri\ers  do''  if  he 
referred  only  to  the  English  portion  of  it,  so  he 
deals  briefly  with  the  whole  river,  in  which  he  says  : 
— "  The  cost  of  angling  is  trifling,  M'.hile  accom- 
modation is  cheap  and  plentiful.  '  The  Tweed  also 
comes  in  for  a  passing  mention  as  the  right  bank 
becomes  English  a  little  above  Carham  Water.  "  Ar. 
the  gaff  may  only  be  used  during  the  netting  season 
(Feb.  15  to  Sept.  1.5),  the  landing-net  :s  nearly  always 
employed  ;  also  minnows,  worms,  cr  praws  can 
only  be  used  in  the  same  period,  a  restriction  which 
some  anglers  consider  unnecessary  and  vexatious," 
and,  Mr.  Grimble  might  have  added,  pretty  generally 
treat  as  a  dead  letter. 
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The  Aln  is  rightly  described  as  "  really  a  brow-n 
trout  river,  and  a  very  good  one,  too  "  ;  he  adds, 
"  it  is  doubtful  if  sea-trout  enter  the  river  ;  some 
of  the  local  authorities  maintain  that  they  do  so, 
while  others  are  confident  that  the  so-called  sea- 
trout  are  but  the  young  or  gi-ilse  of  the  bull-trout, 
and  to  this  latter  opinion  I  myself  incline.  Bull- 
trout run  in  October  floods,  and  though  they  will 
rarely  take  any  lure  when  fresh  run,  a  great  many 
are  caught  in  the  spring,  when  they  are  well-mended 
kelts."'  What  does  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  say  to  this  ? 
In  a  delightful  ramble  I  had  with  him  along  the 
Aln,  nearly  from  Alnwick  to  the  sea,  he  told  me 
they  had  a  run  of  sea-trout  in  July  and  August, 
and  that  he  often  had  great  sport  with  them. 
I  tried  for  some  we  saw  jumping  in  the  salt-water 
pools  near  the  sea,  but  without  success. 

Of  that  charming  tro«:  stream  the  Coquet,  Mr. 
Grimble  says  the  attempts  to  stock  it  with  salmon 
have  been  failures  ;  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  barring 
of  the  river  by  dam  above  dam  after  1825  is  the 
real  cause  of  the  salmon  forsaking  the  Coquet,  the 

more  venturesome  and  more  active  "  bull-trout 
being  able  to  surmount  them  at  flood  times.  I 
always  thought  of  the  two  the  salmon  was  the 
more  venturesome  and  active,  pushing  his  way  up 
salmon  rivers  far  beyond  the  usual  limits  of  the 
bull-trout. 

Volume  II.  concludes  with  accounts  of  the  T3me, 
Wear,  Tees  and  Yorkshire  Esk.  The  history  of  the 
Tyne  is  encouraging,  as  showing  what  can  be  done 
to  improve  a  salmon  river  by  reducing  netting  and 
opening  up  the  river  by  removal  of  dams.  In  1892 
117  rod  licences  were  taken  out,  and  1200  salmon, 
averaging  I21b.,  and  1400  migratory  trout  were 
taken ;  the  next  year  100  rods  took  300  salmon  ;  in 
1895,  95  rods  caught  over  500  salmon  ;  in  1897, 
98  rods,  520  salmon  ;  in  1900,  96  rods  caught  891 
salmon.  Mr.  Grimble  thinks  the  Tyne  statistics  of 
the  net  catches  and  rod  catches  show  plainly  the 
"  blighting  influence  of  the  hang-nets."'  The  Wear 
appears  to  be  a  bull-trout  river,  and  he  asks  if  the 
nearly  300  anglers  who  take  out  licences  catch 
them  when  clean  or  as  kelts,  as  in  most  rivers 
bull-trout  only  take  a  bait  in  the  kclt  stage.  The 
Tees  record  is  high  for  some  seasons.  In  1873, 
88  rods  are  credited  with  4712  salmon,  averaging 
81b..  but  records  for  other  years  are  mainly  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence,  and  this  high  figure 
seems  to  challenge  question. 

The  short  account  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk  is  very 
interesting,  as  showing  the  case  of  a  river  said  to 
be  "  fished  out  "  as  a  salmon  river  again  becoming 
most  productive,  and  then  again  falling  off  owing 
to  the  short-sighted  policy  of  the  Fishery  Board, 
which  permits  full  play  to  what  Mr.  Grimble  so 
well  designates  as  "  the  blighting  influence  of  the 
hang-nets,''  and  I  think  all  who  Imow  the  facts 
will  agree  with  his  remark  that  "  the  thanks  of  all 
anglers  are  due  to  Mr.  Francis  Ley  for  his  spirited 
efforts  to  suppress  the  hang-nets  of  Esk  Mouth." 

In  th's  notice  of  Mr.  Grimble's  work  I  have  only 
been  able  to  cast  a  fly  here  and  there  in  his  pleasant 
pages,  but  I  hope  I  have  bfeen  able  to  show  that 
his  work  is  one  which  is  indispensable  to  all  inte- 
rested in  our  English  and  Welsh  salmon  fisheries, 
whether  from  the  commercial  or  angling  point  of 
view,  for  much  of  the  information  is  unobtainable 
elsewhere  in  any  published  work,  and  then  its 
interest  is  so  much  enhanced  by  the  profusion  of 
view.;  of  river  scenery  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
picture.)  which  are  a  delight  to  look  at;  they,  as 
well  as  the  whole  get  up,  reflect  the  greatest  credit 
on  author  and  publishers.  The  salmon  angler, 
thinking  of  a  present  for  a  brother  sportsman, 
could  not  possibly  find  one  which  will  give  more 
plei3urc  than  this  fine  work.     R.  B.  Marston. 


A  DAY  ON  THE  MEDEN. 

One  of  my  m^st  pleasant  recollections  is  a  day 
spent  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  River  Medcn.  in 
Nottinghamshire.  This  stream  is  not  very  widely 
known,  even  among  local  anglers,  due,  no  doubt,  to 
the  fact  that  it  h  for  the  most  part  preserved,  and 
permission  not  very  readily  obtained.  I  am, 
however,  fortunate  in  having  a  friend  in  a  small 
landowner,  to  whose  kindness  I  am  indebted  for 
many  a  pleasant  holiday  and  basket  of  lovely  trout. 
Though  only  a  very  small  stream  in  its  upper  roaches, 
it  holds  splendid  fish,  especially  in  the  mill-dams  at 
Pleasley  Vale,  which  are  strictly  preserved. 

I  have  heard  an  old  resident  of  these  parts  speak 


of  one  of  6lb.  caught  in  one  of  these  dams,  although 
I  cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this.  In  August  of 
this  year  I  was  lucky  in  spending  a  day  on  the 
stream  just  above  one  of  these  dams.  It  was  one 
of  those  days  when  one  cannot  do  anything  wrong. 
Your  flics  drop  just  where  you  wish  to  put  them, 
and  you  never  miss  a  fish,  despite  your  awkwardness 
in  striking. 

I  got  down  to  the  water  about  7.30  in  the  morning, 
just  the  day  for  fishing — cloudy,  with  a  gentle 
breeze  from  the  south — and  the  water  in  perfect 
order.  Just  as  I  arrived  the  miller  at  Newbound 
Mill,  a  few  hundred  yards  up  stream,  started  work. 
The  result  was  that  quite  a  thick,  heavy  stream 
came  do\vTi,  carrying  along  with  it  a  mass  of  leaves 
and  other  rubbish.  This  quite  put  down  the  fish 
that  were  rising  a  few  minutes  before.  I  determined, 
however,  that  I  would  not  throw  away  one  moment 
of  my  holiday,  so  I  selected  one  of  Hardy's  lance - 
pointed  side  barb-hooks,  which  I  generally  use  for 
all  kinds  of  bottom  fishing,  and  fixed  it  up  on  my 
cast,  baited  with  a  small  brandling,  of  which, 
happily,  I  had  a  few.  I  chose  a  place  where  the 
river  was  lazy  enough  to  take  short  cuts,  as  here  it 
simply  wriggles  in  and  out,  making  over  a  dozen 
bends  in  less  than  a  hundred  yards.  Choosing  a  pool 
where  rounded  masses  of  feathery,  foliaged  willows 
hung  above  their  velvet-black  reflections,  and  a 
fringe  of  water  weeds  hid  me  from  the  keen  sight  of 


Fishing  with  flies  is  very  diflicult  here,  owing  to 
the  v(!ry  many  bushes  which  line  the  steep  banks, 
and  the  overhanging  treci.  So  I  again  have  resort 
to  worms,  this  time  using  a  small  quill  float.  Keeping 
well  out  of  sight  behind  a  tree;,  I  watch  the  white  tip 
as  it  wliirls  round  in  the,  eddy.  Suddenly  it  quivers, 
and  is  drawn  under  in  a  manner  then;  is  no  mis- 
taking ;  a  gentle  strike,  and  a  good  fish  is  dashing 
for  the  nearest  snags.  I  put  on  the  brake  and  stop 
him,  and  in  two  minutes  I  grass  a  glittering  beauty 
of  some  ,}lb. 

The  early  part  of  the  afternoon  I  spend  in  watch- 
ing a  pair  of  kingfishers.  These  pretty  birds,  of  all 
the  colours  of  the  rainbow,  are  exceedingly  shy, 
and  at  the  slightest  movement  on  my  part  are  off,  a 
flash  of  green  and  gold  in  the  bright  sunshine. 
Towards  evening  I  recommence  fishing,  my  flies 
now  accounting  for  some  good  fish.  There  is  no 
need  to  describe  each  fight,  as  they  are  all  good 
fighting  fish  for  their  size,  and  make  a  good  struggle 
for  their  lives. 

Going  up  the  vale  I  disturb  a  number  of  .lack 
Snipe,  and  I  long  for  a  gun,  as  they  offer  a  splendid 
shot,  whirling  away  over  the  darkening  woods  to 
the  fields  beyond. 

Arriving  at  the  pumping-station  I  stay  to  turn  out 
my  creel  and  count  my  catch,  which  consists  of 
seventeen  beautiful  trout,  in  splendid  condition, 
averaging  from  |lb.  to  fib. 
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Pleasley  Vale,  on  the  Meden,  Notts. 


A.  C.  Sharp. 


the  trout,  I  commenced  operations,  and  almost 
immediately  a  pretty  little  fish  of  |lb.  was  lying  on 
the  mossy  bank.  A  few  minutes  and  again  I  felt 
the  tug,  tug  of  a  nibbling  fish.  I  give  him  a  second 
or  two,  and  safely  hook  and  land  a  trout,  the  very 
counterpart  of  the  first.  After  trying  this  pool 
without  any  further  success,  I  move  higher  up 
stream.  The  river  here  presents  as  picturesque  a 
scene  as  any  artist  or  lover  of  Nature  could  desire. 
As  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  it  is  surrounded  by  woods 
and  hills,  and  nothing  disturbs  the  peace  of  the 
early  morning  but  the  cry  of  a  moorhen  and  the 
jarring  exhaust  of  the  pumping-station. 

From  pool  to  pool  I  roam,  picking  up  small  trout 
as  I  go  on,  returning  all  but  those  worthy  of  the 
creel.  As  the  day  wears  on  the  miller  shuts  down 
his  mill,  and  the  water  clearing  somewhat  and 
steadying  off,  I  change  my  cast,  putting  on  a  Willow 
Fly  with  Black  Gnat  for  dropper.  In  reckless 
haping  and  foaming  the  water  rushes  over  glistening 
rocks  to  fall  into  grandly -shadowed  pools  that  teem 
with  hard-fighting  fish. 

I  make  a  good  cast  over  one  of  these  pools,  getting 
my  flies  out  nicely,  and  before  I  expect  anything,  I 
am  fast  to  a  fair-sized  fish.  After  one  fierce  rush, 
it  flings  itself  into  the  air,  then  dashes  downstream 
in  a  fashion  that  makes  me  gasp  in  astonishment. 
Trained  in  that  cold,  swift  water  it  scorns  restraint ; 
the  slack  line  comes  back  in  coils,  and  I  am  afraid 
I  swear  a  trifle  ;  a  weak  spot  in  the  cast  had  given 
way,  and  I  had  lost  the  best  fish  of  the  day, 


The  old  pumpman  congratulated  me  on  my  good 
catch,  and,  after  exchanging  a  brace  for  a  di-ink  of 
delicious  home-brewed  beer,  I  trudge  home  con- 
tentedly in  the  gloaming.  A.  C.  S. 


TEOUT  FISHING  AT  THE  CAPE. 

From  the  letters  which  have  recently  been 
appearing  in  our  columns,  it  is  evident  that  there 
are  many  keen  trout,  fishers  at  the  Cape,  and  that 
there  is  much  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  trout  and 
the  possibilities  of  angling.  Good  work  has  been 
done  both  by  Government  and  by  public-minded 
brothers  of  the  great  fraternity  of  anglers  to  intro- 
duce the  trout  into  our  rivers,  and  there  are  signs 
that  it  has  not  been  done  in  vain.  In  rivers  at  one 
time  all  silent  and  desolate,  whose  pools  and  rapids 
knew  no  fish  worthy  of  the  name,  the  trout  is  now 
to  be  seen  rising  to  the  fly  in  still  places  of  an 
evening.  There  are  rivers  in  the  Western  Province 
which  to  all  appearance  are  well  suited  for  trout, 
and  we  may  expect  that  in  those  of  the  streams 
which  do  not  get  too  dry  in  the  summer,  the  fish 
will  increase  and  multiply,  and  will  form  for  the 
people  of  the  country  an  enduring  inheritance. 

The  hatcheries  at  Stellenbosch,  under  capable 
management,  have  done  great  things,  and  several  of 
our  rivers  already  alTord  fair  sport.  The  rivers  do 
not  as  yet  swarm  with  trout  :  the  fry  do  not  ruffle 
the  shaUo\\-s  with  their  sport,  rushing  in  swarms 
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from  the  feet  of  the  angler  as  he  wades  upstream; 
nor  do  the  rising  trout,  even  when  they  are 
on  the  feed,  give  the  impression  of  multitude, 
as  they  do  in  well-stocked  streams  in  Europe  ; 
but,  as  we  have  said,  they  sliould  be  growing 
more  numerous  year  by  year.  Anglers  report 
that  the  trout  in  his  new  home  is  not  fastidious, 
and  that  he  makes  for  the  largest  fly  in  sight,  and 
some  fishermen  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  use 
gaudy  salmon  flies,  instead  of  the  modest  March 
Browns  and  Duns  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  angler. 
The  true  disciple  will  regard  this  use  of  salmon 
lures  as  a  dangerous  heresy  which  ought  not  to  be 
countenanced.  To  fish  for  trout  with  salmon  flies — 
if  they  are,  as  is  reported,  greedy  for  such  things — 
ought  no  more  to  be  allowed  than  worm  or  minnow. 

As  a  correspondent  has  pointed  out,  the  public 
have  paid  for  the  stocking  of  the  rivers,  and  yet  the 
riparian  owner,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  trespass, 
may,  if  he  likes,  forbid  all  and  sundry  to  fish  his 
waters.  Some  landlords,  it  is  true,  have  stocked 
their  waters  at  their  own  expense.  But  as  regards 
the  great  bulk  of  riparian  owners,  they  are  put  in 
possession  of  a  new  asset  by  no  effort  of  their  own. 
This  is  what  the  political  economists  call  an  unearned 
increment,  and  the  public  will  not  grudge  it  to  the 
landlord  if  the  landlord  on  his  side  recognises  his 
moral  obligation  to  the  public.  But  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  this  is  asking  a  good  deal  of  human  nature, 
and  that  the  present  position  is  not  altogether 
satisfactory.  In  Natal,  we  understand,  things  are 
managed  better,  and  the  practice  there  of  making 
anglers  pay  for  their  licence  and  using  the  money 
for  the  benefit  of  the  sport  might  be  imitated  here. 
Perhaps,  as  a  preliminary  step,  a  meeting  of  those 
interested  in  the  sport  might  be  called,  and  an 
anglers'  association  formed.  Such  a  body  would  no 
doubt  be  luminous  with  suggestion,  and  might  find 
a  way  out  of  the  difficulty  to  which  we  have  referred. 
— Ca^pe  Times,  Nov.  9. 

eONCEENING  FLOATS. 
IV.4-PNEUMATIG  RUBBER  FLOATS,  ETC. 

{Continued  from  'page  417.) 

Some  of  the  floats  sold  by  Messrs.  Foster  Bros., 
of  Aslhbourne,  Derbyshire,  are  called  pneumatic 
rubber  floats,  and  they  say  there  is  no  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  every  old  angler  who  is  accustomed  to 
fish  for  the  most  part  in  clear  streams,  etc.,  that 
the  heavy,  solid,  flopping  of  a  float  into  the  water 
is  detrimental  to  sport.  What  is  needed  is  a  float 
that  can  be  used  with  the  minimum  amount  of 
disturbance  of  the  water's  surface  ;  and  the  aim  of 
the  inventors  of  these  floats  has  been  to  produce  a 
series  that  will  at  once  carry  more  shot  with  less 
solidity  and  weight  than  any  float  previously  put 
on  the  market. 

Colour. — Another  advantage  these  new  floats 
have  is  an  absence  of  vivid  fish-scaring  colours. 
No  gaudily-daubed  corks  are  presented  to  mar 
sport,  for  dull  black  is  the  sole  colour  of  the  smaller 
bulbs.  These  bulbs  are  used  for  roach,  barbel, 
tench,  dace,  bream,  trout,  and  grayling  fishing. 

Adaptability. — Moreover,  even  these  small  black 
rubber  bulbs  can  be  removed  at  will,  and  the  bare 
quills  used  if  desired  (though  many  are  sold  with 
the  bulb  bound  permanently  on),  and  the  same 
remarks  apply  to  the  pike  and  general  bottom 
fishing  bulbs  ;  each  can  be  removed  at  will,  and  a 
different-sized  bulb  substituted  suitable  for  the 
particular  purpose  in  view.  The  lightness  with  which 
this  pattern  of  float  can  be  cast  on  the  water  has 
caused  them  to  be  dubbed  the  "  Snowflake  '!  float. 
Of  course,  they  supply  the  ordinary  floats  used  for 
various  sorts  of  fishing.  In  our  district  no  gay- 
coloured  float  is  ever  used  for  any  fish  save  perch, 
and  these  ready  and  bold  customers  come  more 
freely  to  a  tackle  fixed  below  a  neutral-tinted  float 
than  to  a  "  scarecrow  "  similar  to  those  that  have 
been  used  for  centuries  up  to  the  present  time,  and 
which,  strange  to  say,  still  "  hold  the  field,"  though 
the  new  inconspicuous  floats  are  fast  making  head- 
way in  all  quarters  wherever  they  arc  tried.  Fisher- 
men are  rather  conservative  as  a  class,  and  usually 
fight  shy  of  what  may  be  termed  radical  changes, 
but  when  the  results  mean  heavier  creels  even  the 
most  bigoted  are  convinced  of  the  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  the  adoption  of  an  improvement  in 
one's  gear. 

Scarlet  is  the  most  killing  colour  for  jack  f)n  a 
spirming  bait,  and  this,  no  doubt,  accounts  for  so 
many  red-coloured  Comets,  Coloradoes,  Norwich, 


Canadian  and  other  spoons  and  baits,  but  one  does 
not  want  to  attract  fish  to  a  float,  and  therefore  it 
is  a  niistakc  to  paint  a  pike  float  a  lurid  red  tint. 
Old  David  Foster  used  to  say  that  the  plain  un- 
coloured  cork  was  the  best  float  made.  He  used 
tc  tip  the  top  of  the  quill  red  to  aid  the  eye  of  the 


1.  A.  Luminous  Float  with  Glass  Tip  filled 
WITH  Luminous  Paint  for  Night  Fishing, 


2.  A.  Pneumatic  "Snowflake"  Float  with 
Blaok  Rubber  Bulb. 

3.  A.  Same  Float  (Turkey-Quill)  without  the 
Bulb. 

B.  Surface  of  Water. 

12  3.  C.E.  Finest  Undrawn  Gut  Line.  Length, 
l^yd.  to  2yds. 
D.  1  and  3.  Rubber  Caps — 4  in  all. 

F.  12  3.  Lead  Wire  used  round  Gut  instead  of 
Shot. 

G.  1  2  3.  Hooks  or  Baits. 

H.  River  Bed. 

I.  2.  Rubber  Bulb  as  Cap. 
J.  2.  Ring. 


01:' 


1 J 
f  1 

1 

I3vlh   i  t  Float. 


'A.'  Rubbei:  Cap. 
Total  length,  47„in. 
Diameter  of  BulL,  Igin. 

Depth  of  Bulb,  l-iin.,  between  dotted  lines. 


angler,  but  no  other  part  of  the  float  was  c '  _  . 
If  he  met  a  man  wearing  a  white  mackin  '^'^  "J 
hat,  etc.,  he  always  used  to  give  him  a  wide  ° 
and,  as  he  contended,  so  did  the  fish  ;  an  ..iiglc. 
thus  apj)arelled  on  the  river  bank,  he  always  used 
to  say,  "  Deserved  kicking  in."- 

The  larger  of  the  rubber  floats  are  of  a  dull  and 
subdued  red  rubber  tint,  and  that  is  as  incon- 


Total  length,  4in.  full. 
Diameter  of  Bulb  or  Globe,  lin. 
Diameter  of  Float  on  Line  '  B,'  l^^^n. 
Thickness  of  Tail,  Jin. 
'  A.'  Rubber  Caps. 


Total  length,  4in.  full. 
Diameter  of  Bulb  or  Globe,  lin. 
'A.'  Rubber  Caps. 
Diameter  on  line  '  B,'  Ij^jin. 
Thickness  of  Tail,  ^in. 
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"  He  s  *s  the  smaller  dull  black  or  dark  brown 
At  I.  bulbs.  Fish  are  not  attracted  by  any  gaily- 
the  "  ^  floats,  such  as  arc  likely  to  act  more  as 
^-jr  r  signals  than  anything  eltc.  Who  has  not 
noti<ed  a  roach,  grayling,  or  trout  in  clear  water 
nose  the  line  from  the  bait  upwards  to  the  usual 
type  of  a  fish-scaring  float,  and,  having  suspected 
one's  little  game,  vanish  with  a  contemptuous  wave 
of  the  tail.  There  are,  of  course,  many  anglers  to 
whom  a  float  is  not  a  float  unless  it  is  painted 
up  like  the  front  of  a  peep-show,  and  it  is  owing  to 
the  prevalence  of  such  rough-and-ready  devotees 
of  the  gentle  art  that  these  barbarous,  gaudy, 
danger-indicators  have  held  sway  all  the  way  down 
the  centuries  from  the  time  of  Dame  Juliana  Berners 
to  the  present ;  and  it  may  be  said,  w-ithout  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  there  has  been  less  progress 
and  improvement  made  in  floats  up  to  a  decade 
ago  than  has  been  made-in  any  part  of  the  angler's 
equipment,  and  the  advent  of  these  self-inflating 
rubber  floats,  with  their  interchangeable  bulbs  fitting 


No.  2.    Pnecmatic  "  Snowflake  "  Float  with 
Black  Rubber  Bulb. 

Total  length,  6in. 

Outside  Diameter  of  Bulb  on  Line  'A,'  Jin.  full. 

one  and  the  same  quill,  marks  the  most  importan* 
advance  yet  achieved.  They  are  moderate  in  price> 
watertight,  and  most  efficient  in  use,  the  reverse 
of  ga\idy  in  appearance,  and  will  carry  more  shot 
than  any  of  their  predecessors. 

In  many  trout  and  grayling  districts  fish  cannot 
be  taken  with  either  worm  or  maggot  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  save  when  a  float  is  not  used,  so 
clear  is  the  water  and  so  wide  awake  are  the  fish. 
Nevertheless,  there  are  old  local  men,  all  well 
known  to  residents  in  the  districts  referred  to — for 
instance,  in  that  including  the  lower  Derwent,  Wye, 
and  Dove  in  the  foothills  of  the  Peak  country, 
when;  the  streams  widen  out  and  deepen  before 
joining  the  Trent — w  ho  can  and  do  bag  such  catches 
'  lat  owners  of  waters  seldom  or  never  hear  about 
by  mischance,  for  fear  of  a  stoppage  of  the 


privilege  of  fishing,  and  the  name  remark  applies 
to  most  trout  and  grayling  districts.  These  con- 
ditions give  cne  a  tietter  field  for  experimenting 
than  is  presented  in  a  district  where  the  wat^r  is 
frequently  murky,  sluggish,  and  often  discoloured. 

Luminom  Floats. — Messrs.  Foster  send  a  luminous 
float  that  can  bo  seen  on  the  darkcf.t  night,  and 
this  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  severe  1  that  I  have 
used.  This  singular  float,  with  the  glass  ball- 
shaped  luminous  top,  white  end  green  cork  beneath, 
with  a  deep  black  end  for  fishing  with  livc-bait  after 
dusk,  should  be  cxpcced  to  the  daylight  a  few 
minutes  before  using  it,  or  if  this  be  forgotten  it 
should  be  held  within  an  inch  cf  a  burning  match 
— that  is,  along  the  side  of  it — fcr  a  few  teconds 
before  use.  Their  Tay's  patent  red  top,  green 
centre,  and  black  end  5jin.  quill  and  wood  roach, 
etc.,  float  is  a  neat,  compact,  light,  strong,  useful 
tell-tale,  well  bound,  with  adjustable  cteel  wire 
rings  or  line  holders,  so  constructed  that  the  float 
can  be  fixed  on  the  line  without  threading  it  either 
through  caps  or  rings  ;  it  has  spring  openings  that 
hold  the  line  very  fast  and  close  to  the  float,  which 
I  consider  a  great  advantage,  being  far  more  con- 
venient and  efiective  than  either  caps  or  rubber 
rings,  and  it  is  sensitive  to  the  slightest  bite. 
I  think  they  should  be  put  on  all  floats  when 
possible,  and  Messrs.  Foster  have  asked  for  these 
excellent  wire  spring  openings  to  be  put  on  Tay's 
luminous  float  a  trifle  thicker,  which  is  now  being 
done.  One  about  l|in.  from  the  top  and  one  near 
the  lower  end  would  hold  the  line  very  fast,  and 
no  doubt  be  an  improvement  on  those  used  at 
present.  For  roach  fishing  in  the  smaller  clear 
streams  of  the  Midlands,  the  quill  without  the  bulb 
is  often  used,  the  bulb  being  put  on  when  more  than 
one  shot  is  necessary,  say,  in  rather  strong  currents, 
and  where  the  water  fished  is  habitually  murky, 
or  from  the  effects  of  rains.  In  the  larger  rivers, 
especially  when  swollen,  the  small  black  bulb  is 
used.  When  no  caps  or  runners  are  put  on,  the 
line  and  quill  together  are  passed  through  the  rubber 
bulb — the  bulb,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  acting 
as  a  cap,  gives  buoyancy  to  the  float,  and  kee}>s  it 
steady.  The  chief  advantage  claimed  for  these 
rubber  floats  is  their  lightness,  and  the  little  dis- 
turbance they  make  when  cast  on  the  water. 
Another  advantage  is  the  convenienr e  of  having  two 
or  more  floats  in  one,  and  being  able  to  carry  all 
of  them  in  one's  waistcoat  pocket.  Lastly,  they 
can  supply  the  pike  bulb,  the  perch  and  general 
bulb,  and  one  small  bulb  for  the  finest  fishing  for 
trout,  etc.,  together,  with  one  quill  to  fit  the  lot. 

[To  he  continued.) 


DACE  PISHING  IN  DEVON. 

It  is  a  lovely  morning  in  November.  The  wind, 
which  for  the  last  few  days  has  been  veering  from 
north  to  north-west,  changed  during  the  night  to 
west-south-west,  bringing  with  it  some  heavy 
showers.  These  have  now  drifted  over,  leaving  the 
sky  clear  save  for  a  few  small  fleecy  clouds  hurrying 
on  after  their  heavy  predecessors.  Just  the  day  to 
try  the  dace,  I  say  to  myself  as  I  throw  the  window 
wide,  and  lean  out  inhaling  the  mingled  scents  of 
damp  earth,  decaying  leaves',  and  a  faint  suggestion 
of  violets  from  a  bed  under  the  south  wall.  My  tub 
and  breakfast  make  me  keener  for  the  fray.  I  over- 
haul my  tackle,  mix  my  ground-bait  (carefully 
kneading  the  bran  and  bread  to  the  right  consis- 
tency), and  fill  my  bait  tins,  one  with  medium-sized 
lob-worms,  scoured  in  moss  until  they  shine  with 
that  iridescent  hue  which  proves  fatal  to  most  fish, 
the  other  tvith  well-cleaned  gentles.  Warm  under- 
clothing should  always  be  worn  for  this  winter  fishing 
and  thick  worsted  stockings  ;  as  to  foot-gear  a  pair 
of  well-greased  "Field"  boots  are  admirable;  they 
should  fit  the  ankle  closely  so  as  to  give  support  over 
rough  ground,  and  have  a  sufficient  number  of  nails 
in  the  soles  (set  in  threes)  to  prevent  slipping,  as  the 
river  banks  are  steep  in  places,  and  very  "greasy  '- 
in  wet  weather. 

I  use  a  light  rod  of  lift.,  rather  stiff  in  the  top,  a 
Nottingham  steel  centre  pin  reel,  holding  25  yards 
of  silk  roach  line,  2  yards  of  fine  brown  stained  gut, 
a  small  goose-quill  float,  and  a  "  Giystal "  roach 
hook,  rather  long  in  the  shank,  to  take  a  lob-tail, 
my  creel  containing  baits,  lunch,  and  tackle,  and  a 
V-shaped  landing-net  in  sling  complete  the  outfit. 
Now  the  clock  strikes  ten,  and  I  am  off,  two  miles 
and  a-half  to  cover  before  reaching  the  river.  Last 
night's  rain  should  have  put  the  right  colour  on  the 
water,  and  I  breast  the  first  steep  hill  as  if  I  were  a 


boy,  whereas  I  am  -  -well,  no  matter;  down  the  other 
side  is  easy  work,  and  now  I  enter  our  little  village, 
making  a  halt  at  the  Old  Malt  Scoop  Inn,  where  I 
drink  a  glass  of  very  good  Burton  ale  and  exchange 
greetings  with  the  cheery  landlord,  who  wishes  me 
"  a  tiglit  line,"  and  informs  me  that  the  water  is  a 
bit  "  puddley  "  after  last  night's  rain.  Lob-tail  is 
trumps  to-day,  I  think  to  myself,  and  trudge  on, 
feeling  in  imagination  the  tug  of  a  specimen  fish  on 
my  fine  tackle. 

At  last  the  river  is  in  sight,  bank  high  she  is,  the 
water  curling  and  twisting  through  the  meadows 
like  a  big  ccffce-eolourcd  snake,  with  masses  of 
creamy  froth  racing  down  in  mid  stream  and  curling 
round  in  the  eddies.  Now,  perhaps,  I  may  get 
into  the  bigdace — old  fellowswho  have  been  feeding 
all  summer  on  the  flannel  weed''and  insects  contained 
therein,  disdaining  the  Black  Gnat,  Red  Palmer, 
and  other  lures  taken  so  greedily  by  their  younger 
brethren.  Evidently  the  place  to  fish  is  an  eddy. 
Accordingly,  I  choose  one  under  the  hiank  I  stand 
on,  and  without  splash  sink  a  ball  of  ground-bait 
and  plumb  the  depth,  which  is  a  little  over  5^ft. ; 
then  adjusting  the  bait  I  lower  it  into  the  water, 
where  it  sinks  slowly,  showing  that  the  three  shot 
I  have  on  are  sufficient.  I  invariably  fish  with  my 
small  quill  lying  flat  on  the  surface  of  the  water, 
and  strike  when  it  moves  off  or  ccmes  to  half  cock, 
allowing  no  loose  line.  The  float  has  now  almost 
made  the  round  of  the  eddy,  accompanied  by 
various  bits  of  stick  and  a  leaf  or  two,  when  it 
stops,  quivers  a  little,  then  slowly  cocks  and  slides 
down :  one  quick  turn  of  the  wrist,  and  down  goes 
the  rod  top,  no  sprat  this  time.  How  he  fights  on 
the  fine  tackle  !  as  quick  and  strong  as  a  trout  for 
a  minute  or  two  ;  now  he  weakens  I  lead  him  down 
stream  well  away  from  the  sunken  bushes,  and 
picking  up  my  landing-net  slip  it  under  him,  and 
lift  him  out  on  the  grass,  still  with  a  good  deal  of 
kick  in  him,  over  |lb.,  a  lump  of  silver.  Now  a 
handful  of  loose  bait  gently  dropped  in,  a  fresh 
"  tail ''  put  on,  and  ere  it  has  reached  bottom  down 
goes  the  quill  again ;  another,  rather  better  than 
the  first,  comes  to  net.  Then  in  quick  succession  I 
land  five  small  ones — "shoal  dace"  I  term  them — 
and  begin  to  fear  the  sizeable  fish  are  "  off,"  when 
again  the  red  bends  to  a  "good  'un,"  and  I  find 
luck  has  not  deserted  me,  as  I  land  nine  good  fish 
at  short  intervals.  What  condition  they  are  in, 
and  how  they  fight  !  I  do  not  mind  the  pitying 
looks  of  some  of  my  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
acquaintances,  as  they  remark,  "  Going  after  those 
dace  again  ? '-  for  have  I  not  killed  salmon  and 
finnock  on  the  L^gie,  landed  the  powerful  "  Tyee  " 
salmon  fresh  run  from  the  Northern  Pacific,  and 
killed  many  a  splendid  trout  on  the  lakes  and  rivers 
of  the  Arctic  slope.  Yet  in  autumn  and  winter, 
when  the  so-called  "  game  "  fish  are  spawning  or 
recovering  from  that  process,  the  dace  afford  me 
many  an  enjoyable  day,  and  a  basket  of  thirty  or 
forty  of  these  plucky  little  fish  is  not  to  be  despised. 
How  differently  a  dace  behaves  when  hooked  in 
autumn  or  winter,  when  in  prime  condition,  to  the 
feeble,  flat-sided  specimen  often  killed  while  trouting 
in  spring  or  early  summer,  I  need  hardly  say.  Pity 
it  is  that  this  harmless  and  sporting  fish  should  be 
netted  in  our  Devonshire  waters,  while  the  eels 
which  swarm  are  allowed  to  go  scot  free.  I  verily 
believe  that  eels  do  as  much  harm  in  a  single  night 
when  the  water  is  in  spate  as  dace  do  in  a  year. 
I  have  myself  caught  an  eel  with  two  trout  of 
about  4in.  in  his  inside,  besides  some  partly-digested 
fish  of  what  species  I  was  unable  to  determine. 
I  should  think  that  eel  nets  set  on  some  of  the  weirs 
during  the  autumn  migration  downwards  might  be 
made  a  source  of  profit,  be;  ides  materially  reducing 
the  number  of  these  pests,  which  rank  with  the 
pike  as  destroyers  of  trout.  Klondyke. 


ME.  KEAETON'S  NEW  BOOK  FOE 
BOYS  AND  GIBLS. 


Our  readers  who  want  a  book  which  will  delight 
all  young  lovers  of  bird  life,  and  old  ones  too  for 
that  matter,  should  get  their  booksellers  to  show 
them  "  The  Adventures  of  Cock  Robin  and  his 
Mate,"  by  R.  Kearton,  illustrated  by  means  of 
many  reproductions  of  the  wonderful  photographs 
taken  direct  from  Nature,  for  which  Messrs.  C;  and 
R.  Kearton  are  so  justly  celebrated.  No  more 
delightful  book  of  this  kind  for  a  Christmas  present 
or  New  Year's  gift  could  be  found,  for  there  is  not 
one.  Pubhshers  and  author  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  its  production. 
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"lANTO  THE  FISHEEMAN."* 


"Ianto  the  Fisherman"  forms  the  first  of  a 
series  of  stories,  of  which  the  following  are  the 
leading  titles:— "The  Old  Fisherman."  "The 
Poacher,';  "The  Home  Fields,"  "The  Keeper's 
Dogs,"  "Memories  of  Early  Years,"  "The  Ruined 
Garden,"  and  "The  Pool  of  the  Harper." 

lanto's  occupations  in  life  were  fishing,  fly- 
tying,  and  gardening.  Many  years  had  passed 
since  the  author  had  parted  from  this  genuine  old 
friend,  and  the  villagers  had  borne  his  worn-out 
body  to  its  rest  in  "  the  garden  of  sleep,"  but  he 
livesagainin  this  book.  He wasforyearsthe  author's 
"confidential  adviser  "on  matters  connected  with 
salmon  and  trout  fishing.  A  quite  charming  and 
origin  al  character — one  ortwobitsfromhis  waterside 
wisdom  will  exhibit  his  quaintness  and  knowledge. 
"Look,  sir,  d'ye  see  her?  The  finest  fly  on  the 
water,  just  under  the  sally  bushes  (willows). 
Dip,  dip,  'tis  a  greentail  laying  her  eggs.  There, 
she's  gone;  that  trout  had  her  at  last.  Her  little 
egg-bag  is  such  a  tit-bit."  There  are  many  capital 
stories  of  his  ways  and  means  of  catching  fish,  but 
they  would  only  be  spoilt  by  abbreviation.  We 
must,  however,  give  just  one  outline  of  the  old 
boy's  "Dandy  fly,"  and  how  he  hoodwinked  a 
boastful  author.  One  day  among  a  company  of 
anglers  was  this  great  writer  on  salmon-fishing. 
He  had  a  variety  of  theories  as  <o  the  manner 
in  which  salmon  should  be  beguiled.  Ianto  always 
insisted,  as  prescriptive  right,  on  fishing  in  the  rear 
>  of  the  company  on  these  excursions,  as  he  said  he 
got  more  from  his  fish  than  his  visitors.  "  Gentle- 
men," cries  the  author,  "if  either  of  us  meet  good 
fortune  he  must  shout  for  his  companions  to  come 
and  share  the  sport."  Then  the  fishers  separated. 
Presently  Ianto  began  by  "wetting  his  line"  over 
some  deep  water  which  the  disappointed  author 
had  just  fished  without  success.  "Ah!  I  thought 
so,"  muttered  Ianto,  "he's  feeding  low,  and  coming 
up  for  fresh  air  just  to  aggravate  a  body.  I  think  I'll 
'  cooper '  him  though,  or  I  ara  much  mistaken.  Let's 
see  where  the  gentlemen  are  first  of  all.  I  can't  miss 
this  chance,  whatever."  The  old  fisherman  peeped 
through  the  gap,  and  having  satisfied  himself  that 
they  were  well  out  of  the  way  he  returned  to  the 
pool  A  bag  of  moss  and  wriggling  lobworms 
and  a  leaded  hook  were  produced,  and  soon  a 
villainous  "running"  bait  was  tripping  down 
over  the  stones  on  its  way  towards  the  salmon. 
Then,  with  an  unmistakable  jerk,  the  point  almost 
touched  the  stream,  and  away  went  the  hooked 
fish  like  a  veritable  finny  express.  "He's  mighty 
skittish,  and  no  mistake!"  ejaculated  old  Ianto, 
between  his  calls  for  the  author,  "but  I  wish  I 
hadn't  promised  to  shout,"  As  the  agile  man  of 
letters  came  over  the  fence,  Ianto  exclaimed,  "Hi ! 
Hi !  sir,  I'm  in  for  something,  if  you  mind  to  see  a 
bit  of  fun,  but  I  think  we'll  have  the  joke  to  our- 
selves ;  the  others  be  too  far  away."  Towards  the 
end,  the  author,  at  the  old  fisherman's  urgent 
request,  reluctantly  took  the  rod.  Ianto  waded 
into  the  water,  and  the  exhausted  salmon  was 
borne  on  the  gafi  to  the  bank.  "  Thirty  pounds, 
if  an  ounce,  eh.  Ianto  ? ''  "Yes,  about  that,  sir. 
D'ye  mind  fetching  that  there  stone  by  the  hedge 
to  tap'n  on  the  back  of  the  head  ?  "  Directly  his 
companion  had  turned,  out  came  the  old  man's  knife, 
and  in  an  instant  the  gut  collar  was  severed  close 
to  the  salmon's  gullet,  inside  the  gills.  When  the 
author  returned  Ianto  was  quietly  looking  at  one 
of  his  "Dandy  flies,"  which  he  had  with  quick 
forethought  prepared  for  his  plan  of  deception  by 
wetting  it  between  his  teeth.  "What,  just  over 
321b.  !  Yes,  by  Jove  !  Well,  Ianto,  I  shall  shortly 
be  preparing  a  new  edition  of  the  work  I  wrote  last 
year  on  fishing.  I  should  like  to  mention  this 
catch,  and  if  you  will  let  me  have  the  fly  you  have 
just  used — for  purposes  of  illustration — well,  here's 
a  sovereign  for  you."  "Bless  your  heart,  sir,  I 
couldn't  think  of  taking  t!iat  much,"  exclaimed 
Ianto,  as  he  moved  the  clay  pipe  to  the  corner  of 
his  mouth.  "I'll  tell  you  what;  you  keep  the 
sovereign  and  the  fly.  I'll  take  five  shillings  for 
my  day's  work,  and  stick  to  the  fish.  Fair's  fair, 
sir;  I  never  took  advantage  of  a  gentleman's 
kindness  like  that."  Several  days  afterwards 
Ianto  looked  up  over  his  broad-rimmed  glasses, 
and  with  a  sigh  suddenly  exclaimed,  "I've  been 
thinking  I  couldn't  have  done  difierent;  but  'twas 

*  "  Ianto  the  Fisherman,  and  other  Sketches  of 
Country  Life."  By  Alfred  W.  Rees.  With  Illus- 
trations, crown  8vo.    London,  John  Murray, 


real  hard  to  lose  that  sovereign,  and  me  so  poor, 
too !  I  never  even  asked  a  shilling  for  the  fly. 
But  honesty's  the  best  policy  after  all,  so  long  as 
you  don't  give  the  whole  show  away,  and  advertise 
'twas  the  old  wormbag.  Besides,  I  should  dearly 
like  to  see  my  little  '  Dandy  fly '  in  a  picture,  for 
he's  a  good  'un,  though  that  there  fish  didn't  seem 
to  care  much  for'n,  but  took  to  the  dewlobs 
kinder."-  "Dapping  for  Trout''  is  an  interesting 
chapter,  and  lanto's  instructions  for  this  kind  of 
fishing  are  quite  fresh  and  original.  We  have, 
however,  only  touched  the  fringe  of  a  charming 
book— every  page  is  most  interesting.  The  old 
poacher  is  as  interesting  as  old  Ianto,  and  the 
author's  style  is  delightful.  One  would  like  to  go 
on  quoting;  but  it  would  not  lie  fair  to  the  author. 
We  heartily  commend  this  book  to  all  lovers  of 
country  life.  It  is  a  book  which  fascinates  one, 
and  one  is  bound  to  go  on  reading  till  one  gets 
to  the  end,  and  then  one  wants  more;  Here,  again, 
is  a  book  which  no  gentleman's  library  should  be 
without.-    All  sportsmen  should  possess  it. 

The  volume  contains  six  lovely  photogravures — 
four  of  them  from  photographs — of  river  and  wood- 
land scenes,  and  two  from  spirited  drawings  by 
Florence  H.  Laverock.  I  hope  to  refer  to  this  work 
again  presently.  The  Amateur  Angler, 


PIKE. 

By  Miss  Sydney  Phelps. 

I  gknerally  spend  one  fortnight  in  each  Novem- 
ber at  the  house  of  some  very  old,  and  dear,  friends 
of  mine  in  Devonshire.  As  a  rule,  I  have  them 
more  or  less  to  myself,  since  most  of  their  visitors 
from  London,  or  any  other  large  town,  labour  under 
the  delusion  that  Devon  looks  her  fairest  in  July 
or  August 

Two  years  ago  Fate  saw  fit  to  send  other  guests  to 
the  square  white  house  perched  on  a  hill-side  ablaze 
with  trees  in  their  autumn  magnificence ;  both 
visitors  were  connections  of  my  host  and  hostess, 
near  enough  to  consider  themselves  entitled  to  be 
troublesome,  and  sufiiciently  distant  to  make  their 
little  ways  almost  intolerable. 

The  more  important  of  the  two  was  Uncle  William 
— otherwise  Mr.  William  Strudwick,  an  elderly 
solicitor,  practising  in  Leeds.  Uncle  William, 
having  spent  a  blameless  life,  tied  to  other  musty 
parchments  by  means  of  pink  tape,  had  in  his 
late  sixties  developed  the  erroneous  idea  that 
Providence  had  designed  him  for  a  sportsman. 
Feeling  bound  to  specialise,  since  his  time  for 
acquiring  all  sporting  knowledge  must  necessarily 
be  limited,  he  had  given  the  preference  to  fishing. 
On  my  arrival  at  Millbrook  Hall  my  hostess  told 
me  that  Uncle  William,  who  had  arrived  on  the 
previous  day,  promised  to  be  more  than  usually 
aggravating. 

"  He  is  worse  than  ever,  Kate.  Just  now  he  has 
economy  on  the  brain.  He  insists  that  I  ought  to 
do  the  housekeeping  on  the  basis  of  ten  shillings 
a  week  for  each  member  of  the  household,  and 
about  eightpence-halfpeimy  per  meal  for  all  stray 
visitors.  He  makes  me  feel  as  if  I  were  keeping 
a  cheap  restaurant.    Is  it  not  unpleasant  ?  " 

"  Horrid,"  I  agreed.  "  Never  mind,  let  him  talk  ; 
you  are  not  bound  to  carry  out  his  suggestions.  It 
is  not  worth  your  while  to  offend  him." 

"  No.  He  is  not  really  a  bad  old  thing  ;  but  he 
does  presume  on  his  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and 
on  his  being  our  one  wealthy  elderly  relation. 
Clara  has  spoilt  him.    She  is  here,  too,  worse  luck  !  '- 

"  You  might  have  told  me  that,"  I  said. 

"  Yes,  dear,  only  then  you  would  not  have  come, 
and  I  should  have  had  no  audience  for  my  woes. 
Charlie  deserts  me  meanly.  He  goes  off  shooting 
every  day,  and  airily  alludes  to  the  housekeeping- 
books  as  '  Esther's  province.'  I  should  like  to  see 
his  face  if  they  were  run  on  Uncle  William's  lines.'' 

"  What  does  Mr.  Strudwick  find  to  amuse  him- 
self with  when  he  is  not  playing  with  your  books  ?  '- 

"  This  was  his  first  day ;  he  did  nothing  else. 
To-morrow  he  is  going  to  ^sh  the  lake,  I;believe.'' 

"  The  lake  ?    What  does  he  hope  to  catch  ?  " 

"  Pike  ;  they  say  it  swarms  with  them." 

As  I  dressed  for  dinner  my  mind  turned  to  the 
Millbrook  lake.  It  is  a  nice  sheet  of  water,  very 
beautiful  as  a  mirror  for  the  surrounding  woodland, 
and  useful  once  in  every  twelve  years  or  so  for 
skating.  Wild-fowl  make  their  home  in  the  two 
tiny  islets  which  rise  from  its  silver  bosom.  But  I 
remembered  with  a  shudder  that  it  was  a  favourite 


place  for  local  suicides,  and  that  Esther  herself  had 
once  seen  a  vague  dark  form  with  which,  close  in 
shore,  tiny  wavelets  played  ;  and  how  a  shaft  of 
pale  sunlight  had  smitten  a  poor  white  hand,  lying 
all  too  still  in  tlic  midst  of  floating  black  drapery. 
Had  anyone  since  that  day  cared  to  oat  fish  caught 
in  Millbrook  lake  ? 

From  that  my  thoughts  flew  to  Mr.  Strudwick 
and  his  passion  for  fitful  economies,  and  to  Clara,  a 
lady  whom  1  generally  tried  to  avoid.  None  of 
these  thoughts  had  taken  any  very  definite  shape 
in  my  mind  when  we  sat  down  to  dinner.  The  fair 
Clara  was  in  great  form,  crushing  everyone,  except 
Uncle  William.  She  let  it  be  understood  that  sho 
had  "a  way"  with  men.  We  gathered  that  her 
particiilar  line  was  fulsome  flattery  for  wealthy 
elderly  relatives.  I  could  almost  see  her  large, 
rather  pale,  ears  prick  themselves  forward  whenever 
L^ncle  William's  voice  boomed  across  the  table.  No 
careful  watching,  however,  revealed  the  least 
answering  interest  on  his  part.  Our  soup  had 
vanished,  and  some  daintily  fried  smelt  appeared 
on  the  table.  An  instinct — I  am  disposed  to  think 
it  must  have  been  a  spirit  warning — made  me 
decline  them.    Mr.  Strudwick  looked  up. 

"  You  do  not  eat  fish.  Miss  Carlyon  t  " 

"  Not  very  often,"  I  said.  "  My  doctor  does  not 
particularly  recommend  them." 

As  a  matter  of  historic  truth,  I  do  not  possess 
any  part  of  a  doctor,  let  alone  a  whole  one  ;  but 
the  phrase  sounded  the  sort  of  thing  to  keep  Mr. 
Strudwick  quiet,  so  I  gave  it  to  him. 

"  If  he  refers  to  the  rich,  highly-expensive  fish 
usually  seen  on  London  tables,  he  is  doubtless  right. 
It  is  sinful,"  continued  Mr.  Strudwick,  thumping 
the  table,  "  to  see  the  waste  of  good  food  which 
goes  on  unchecked.  Rivers  and  ponds  absolutely 
teem  with  fish,  and  in  our  ignorant  folly  -we  refuse 
to  eat  them,  simply  because  fishmongers  do  not 
charge  enough  for  them.  Esther!  your  fishmonger's 
book  is  enormous  ;  yet  on  your  own  estate  you  have 
such  dainties  as  dace,  roach,  perch,  eels,  pike, 
tench,  and  gudgeon." 

"  What  delicious  names,"  gushed  Clara.  "  Quite 
little  sonnets  in  themselves.  So  much  nicer  than 
our  conventional  sole  or  salmon.'^ 

After  dinner.  Uncle  William  kindly  showed  us 
some  portion  of  the  fishing  machinery  in  which  he 
was  gradually  sinking  the  savings  of  fifty  years. 
The  term  machinery  is  inadequate,  as  though  his 
show  was  largely  composed  of  ironmongery,  it  also 
included  some  fearful  and  wonderful  garments  made 
from  his  own  designs.  One  exhibit  was  a  fishing 
basket,  with  generous  accommodation  for  a  small 
whale  ;  there  was  one  compartment  for  the  fisher- 
man's lunch,  and  a  small  place  for  some  patent 
medicine — in  case  the  lunch  did  not  agree  with  him. 
A  small  library  of  standard  works  on  fishing  had 
a  snug  billet,  also  a  note-book  in  which  the  fisher 
could  inscribe  his  own  experiences.  I  was  especially 
interested  in  the  patent  fisherman's  spring-balance. 
Uncle  William  explained  that  it  was  very  tiresome 
to  have  to  wait  until  your  return  to  the  house,  and 
then  to  borrow  the  cook's  scales,  on  which  no  one 
could  depend,  before  you  ascertained  the  exact 
weight  of  your  prey.  Later  on  I  tested  a  loz. 
brass  weight  on  his  balance,  and  observed  with 
pleasure  that  it  marked  l;-oz.  It  made  such  a  nice 
Christmas  present  to  one  or  two  of  my  fishing 
friends.  The  basket  also  contained  materials  for 
constructing  flies,  a  buttonhook,  spare  boot-laces, 
wax  matches,  red-deer  fat,  for  oiling  creaking  joints, 
and  quite  a  number  of  other  useful  things  which 
would  naturally  appeal  to  Uncle  William,  or  to  the 
White  Knight. 

Then  we  saw  a  few  bottles  of  fish  preserved  in 
some  chemical  solution.  They  looked  dreadfully 
pathetic,  packed  in  closely  head  to  tail.  At  first 
I  thought  we  were  going  to  be  ordered  to  eat  these  ; 
but,  to  my  relief,  I  found  they  were  only  intended 
as  bait. 

"  Ah,  they  will  tempt  the  pike  to-morrow,'^  said 
Mr.  Strudwick.  The  morning  came,  gloriously  fine, 
with  a  hot  sun  to  dispel  the  rivers  of  white  mist 
which  lay  in  the  valleys.  Immediately  after  break- 
fast Uncle  William  went  a-fishing,  borrowing  a  boy 
to  carry  his  basket  to  the  edge  of  the  lake.  I  almost 
wondered  that  he  had  never  thought  of  having  it 
neatly  fitted  with  shafts  so  that  a  strong  donkey 
might  have  pulled  it  after  him.  Just  as  he  left, 
he  turned  to  Esther  : 

"  Mind  you  don't  order  any  fish  for  dinner.'' 

Esther  looked  at  mc. 

"  He  is  going  to  fish  for  pike,"  I  said  sadly.  ■ 
"  And  we  shall  Esther's  voice  broke.  .| 
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"  He  may  not  be  lucky,"- 1  said  soothingly. 

At  half-past  three  we  heard  triumphant  steps  on 
the  gravel  outside,  and  were  called  to  the  open 
window.  There  stood  Mr.  Strudwick,  arrayed  in 
his  own  specially-designed  coat,  a  garment  with 
more  pockets  to  the  square  inch  than  had  ever  been 
seen  before.  He  held  for  our  admiration  a  huge 
pike.    The  fish  must  have  weighed  at  least  101b. 

Clara  clapped  her  hands  in  bubbling  enthusiasm. 

""  Oh,  Uncle  William,  how  perfectly  heavenly  ! 
Wliat  a  dear  person  !  Look  at  his  twee  bright  eyes  ! 
^^^lat  a  dream  of  a  colour  !  Is  he  not  beautiful, 
Kate  ?  ■' 

Were  you  speaking  of  Mr.  Strudwick  ?  "  I  asked 
imiocently.  That  fish  of  his  looks  like  a  watery 
devil." 

■■  Come,  Esther,"  said  her  uncle,  "  I  will  take  it 
round  to  the  kitchen,  and  tell  your  cook  what  is  to 
be  done  with  it." 

Poor  Esther,  she  dared  not  groan.  When  she 
returned  to  the  room  she  looked  like  one  that  had 
seen  a  frightful  ghost.  Dinner  came,  and  we  were 
confronted  by  a  large  baked  pike,  stuffed  according 
to  its  captor's  directions.  My  imaginary  doctor's 
imaginary  prohibition  mercifully  saved  me  !  but 
I  all  the  others  had  to  eat  the  fare  which  Uncle 
t  William  had  provided.  He  proclaimed  it  the  finest 
thing  he  had  ever  tasted,  and  demanded  a  sym- 
pathetic chorus  of  praise  from  everyone.  He  got 
it  from  Clara  ;  she  expressed  a  passion  for  pike 
which  verged  on  the  indelicate.  Charlie  ate  his 
portion  stolidly ;  but  Esther  exhibited  a  painful 
lack  of  enthusiasm.  She  said  it  tasted  less  like 
fish  than  like  anything  else.  However,  we  felt  that 
a  crisis  had  passed — we  had  eaten  the  pike,  and  the 
incident  might  be  considered  closed. 

We  reckoned  without  Uncle  William.  He  stood 
godfather  to  that  fish.  After  affectionately  begging 
everyone  to  have  a  second  or  even  a  third  helping, 
he  said : 

"  Well,  there  is  your  breakfast  for  to-morrow. 
You  will  see,  Esther,  the  difference  it  is  going  to 
make  in  this  week'^  bills."  At  breakfast  we  met  that 
pike.  This  time  it  took  the  form  of  fried  cutlets 
and  kedjeree.  Uncle  WiOiam  eyed  me  with  no 
favour  when  he  saw  that  Esther  had  made  other 
provision  for  me  ;  and  he  frowned  heavily  when 
Charlie  sneakingly  captured  a  boiled  egg.  Clara 
,  had  both  cutlet  of  pike  and  kedjeree,  and  appeared 
'  to  admire  them  equally. 

Mr.  Strudwick  solemnly  handed  Esther  a  little 
book  which  had  come  by  post. 

There,  my  dear,  that  is  what  I  call  really  sensible 
reading  for  a  woman.  You  go  through  it  this 
morning,  and  don't  waste  your  time  over  that 
nonsensical  Fourth  Dimension  rubbish  which  Clara 
tells  me  takes  up  half  your  mornings." 

The  book  was  called  "  Fifty  Ways  of  Cooking 
Pike." 

"  You  might  begin  with  the  soup,"  he  added. 
"  If  I  have  any  luck  I  will  bring  you  back  a  fish 
early  in  the  day,  and  you  will  have  plenty  of  time 
to  see  to  it." 

Off  went  Mr.  Strudwick  in  his  White  Knight  dress. 
Clara  insisted  on  going  with  him  to  see  the  sport. 
Esther  and  I  were  left  with  that  horrible  book,  to 
pray  against  Uncle  William's  success.  But  success 
he  got,  none  the  less. 

Please  ma'am,  Mr.  Strudwick  has  sent  up  two 
'<f  those  fish.  Cook  says  one  of  them  is  81b.  and  the 
other  61b.,  and  what  Ls  she  to  do  with  them  ?  " 

I  lx;lieve  that  Esther  most  kindly  begged  the 
cook  to  keep  one  for  the  kitchen  dinner  ;  but  her 
offer  was  firmly  declined.  Lest  Mr.  Strudwick 
should  look  in  at  lunch,  some  scalloped  pike  adorned 
the  table.  I  was  hurt  to  see  that  Clara,  who  had 
returned  with  a  healthy  appetite  from  the  lake, 
,  preferred  cold  pheasant. 

Charlie's  face  when  he  tasted  his  soup  was  a 
.  study.  Nor  did  he  look  pleased  when  he  heard 
that  Uncle  William  had  caught  a  third  fine  fish  in 
the  afternoon.  Clara's  enthusiasm  was  only 
matched  by  my  implicit  oVjcdience  to  my  doctor's 
orders.  Breakfast  again,  and  pike  again.  Pike 
open  and  unashamed  in  the  form  of  fish  cakes,  and 
pike  artfully  disguised. 

"  Will  you  have  a  sausage,  Kate  ?  " 
^.My  luck  held,  I  declined. 

P/'harlie  took  a  couple,  gaily,  believing— deluded 
'  ! — that  they  at  least  could  not  be  fishy.  He 
ined  considerably  impressed  by  the  discovery 
that  you  can  make  anything  into  sausages.  I  saw 
him  tackle  a  boiled  egg  with  much  diffidence  after- 
wards, as  if  he  feared  that  it  might  also  turn  out 
to  })(•  another  form  of  pike. 
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"  How  funny  it  is  that  Togo  will  sit  close  to  you 
now,  Cousin  Clara,"  said  the  family  enfant  terrible. 
"  He  never  used  to  take  any  notice  of  you."  Togo 
is  a  very  handsome  tom-cat.  "  Daddy,"  pursued 
the  dear  child,  "  do  you  remember  explaining  to 
me  about  the  poles  of  a  magnet,  and  how  like  did 
not  attract  like  ?  I  know  it  had  something  to  do 
with  Cousin  Clara's  disliking  Togo.  I  asked  mother 
what  you  meant,  and  she  said  she  did  not  know." 

"  Have  a  sausage,  Billy  ?  " 

"  No,  thank  you.  I  don't  like  fish  sausages. 
Daddy,  do  look  at  Togo.  He  is  sitting  as  close  to 
Cousin  Clara  as  he  can  get,  and  she  has  given  him 
half  her  breakfast."  Togo  gave  a  succession  of 
painful  coughs.  "  He  has  one  of  those  nasty  curly 
bones  in  his  throat,  I  expect,"  pursued  Billy. 

It  was  true,  Togo's  behaviour  became  excessively 
peculiar.  Later  in  the  day  he  had  to  pay  a  visit 
to  a  veterinary  surgeon,  and  to  have  a  vicious - 
looking  bone  extracted  from  his  throat.  Uncle 
William  looked  annoyed. 

"  Why  give  such  good  food  to  an  animal,  Clara  ?  " 
She  tried  to  murmur  that  it  was  only  a  little  bit ; 
but  Billy  was  unmerciful. 

"  I  expect  she  does  not  like  it,"  he  said.  "  I 
don't,  and  mummy  doesn't,  and  daddy  fairly  hates 
it." 

My  remark  on  the  imminence  of  a  change  in  the 
weather  fell  a  little  flat.  Our  lunch  was  an  orgie 
of  pike — curried  pike,  pike  salad,  and  pickled  pike. 
Before  Uncle  William — accompanied  by  two  nice- 
sized  fish — returned,  Esther  confided  in  me  that 
her  treasured  cook  had  just  given  notice,  saying 
that  "  The  very  sight  of  they  dratted  fish  was 
enough  to  turn  anyone's  stomach."  As  we  all  sat 
at  lunch  the  trim  parlourmaid  gave  a  message  from 
an  old  woman  at  the  almshouses  to  the  effect  that, 
"  Mrs.  Drake  said  she  was  sending  back  the  big 
fish,  and  thanking  kindly,  but  having  no  use  for 
more  stuffed  things  to  hang  against  the  wall ;  whilst, 
being  a  Christian  and  a  churchwoman,  she  did  not 
hold  with  eating  cannibal  food." 

Uncle  William  heard  the  message.  He  thumped 
on  the  table. 

"  LetTme  clearly  understand  where  I  am,"'  he 
said.  "  Do  you  and  Charles,  Esther,  despise  this 
good  food  ? " 


I  admired  Esther's  courage. 

"  We  are  tired  of  piko.  Uncle  William." 

With  grim  [)olitencsH  he  repeated  his  question  to 
Clara.  Her  outburst  of  warm  admiration  for  piko 
was  a  little  spoilt  by  Togo's  appealing  squeal  for  a 
portion  from  her  plate.  Togo  was  on  invalid  diet. 
I  almost  expected  Mr.  Strudwick  to  put  a  few 
questions  to  the  cat,  but  he  did  not  do  so.  I  think 
he  appreciated  Clara's  protestations  at  their  true 
value. 

"  Bury  the  fish  in  the  garden,"  he  growled, 
"  they'll  do  for  manure,  unless  your  trees  are  too 
dainty  ;  but  keep  a  bit  for  Clara." 

The  end  of  this  story  did  not  work  out  at  all  on 
virtuous  lines.  Within  a  year  Mr.  Strudwick  had 
caught  such  a  violent  cold,  whilst  pursuing  his 
favourite  amusement,  that  he  had  left  this  world ; 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  find  fishing  in  the  one  to 
which  he  went,  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 
I  hope  he  did,  for  his  will  was  a  delightful  document. 
He  left  large  legacies  to  most  of  his  nephews  and 
nieces,  Esther's  share  being  a  very  handsome  one. 

To  Olara  he  left  only  his  fishing  tackle  and  his 
library  of  piscatorial  works,  remarking  that  as  he 
could  no  longer  be  the  happy  means  of  providing 
her  with  pike,  he  felt  bound  to  do  all  he  could  to 
aid  her  to  catch  them  for  herself. 

Clara  does  not  speak  kindly  about  her  departed 
uncle. 


EESEEVOIES  AND  THEIR  FISH. 


The  charm  of  the  loch,  the  lough,  or  the  lake 
can  never  compare  with  that  of  the  purling,  pattering 
stream,  always  in  song.  The  Scotch  lakes,  dropped 
down  by  cascade  and  fountain  into  the  lap  of  the  old 
hills,  have  a  reflected  beauty  not  to  be  found  in 
many  of  the  Irish  ones,  nor  yet  in  all  of  those 
embosomed  in  the  mountain  knot  of  the  Lake 
District.  The  stream  is  the  full  life  ;  the  lake  the 
fettered  one.  Still  life  and  stream  life  must  always 
attract  artists  of  different  method.  Not  that  land- 
locked waters  are  still,  for  their  face  is  very  sensitive 
even  to  the  tenderest  touch  of  the  wind.  The 
surface  of  them  is  nearly  always  in  ripple  or  wave 
motion — just  ruffled  at  times  like  a  calm  sea  by 
the  uprising  of  a  shoal  of  lig'ht  fish,  or  undulating 
in  angry  swell  at  the  rough  pressure  of  hurrying 
winds.  But  in  pent-up  waters  my  experience  is  that 
the  fish  in  them  have  larger  appetites,  come  more 
eagerly  to  the  lure,  on  the  surface  or  below  it,  when 
there  is  a  "sound  of  agoing'-  in  the  tree-tops.  The 
breeze-tonic  quickens  their  circulation  ;  the  wave- 
motion  hastens  their  deception  and  defeat.  When 
heaviness  oppresses  the  air,  lifelessness  characterises 
the  water  ;  and  one  may  scatter  a  whole  collection 
of  flies,  but  never  gather  a  fin.  So  with  the  worm. 
When  the  waves  lash  the  shore  and  wash  out  the 
softer  rock  soil,  when  the  wind  carries  grit  in  its 
teeth,  then  the  creel  fills.  Herein  lie  expense  and 
disappointment  to  the  angler  who  pays  for  a  day's 
fishing,  say,  on  some  private  reservoir  or  lake.  He 
may  journey  many  a  mile  to  these  preserves,  toil  all 
day,  and  take  nothing.  There  is  a  great  calm.  He 
should  then,  it  seems  to  me,  be  allowed  some  latitude 
with  bait,  as  distinguished  from  fly.  tackle. 

Anglers  multiply  ;  streams  dwindle  ;  fish,  imless 
closely  watched,  are  like  hares  without  a  keeper. 
They  do  not  come  to  stay.  The  pollution  of  our 
streams  is  a  national  disgrace  ;  but  the  evil  wiU  by 
and  bye  be  partly  removed  by  progressive  scientific 
sanitation,  helped  oA  by  the  all-round  demand  for  a 
larger  and  purer  supply  of  water  for  the  ever- 
growing towns. 

The  damming  up  of  the  higher  valleys  of  our  large 
and  small  streams  goes  on  apace,  and  even  the 
middle  courses  of  them  are  now  being  tapped  to 
supplement  precarious  supplies.  On  the  largest 
scale  we  have  Lake  Vymwy  and  the  great  reservoirs 
constructed  in  the  valley  of  the  Elan  for  supplying 
Birmingham,  the  towTis  en  route,  and  the  great 
centres  of  population  in  the  Midland  districts. 
Wherever  man  congregates  in  large  masses  artificial 
means  are  now  resorted  to  for  the  storage  of  water. 
As  time  goes  on  these  miniature  lakes  wiU  be  the 
towns'  fishing  waters,  providing  recreation  for  the 
home  angler,  and  becoming  a  not  insignificant 
source  of  revenue  to  the  water  companies. 

Similar  auxiliary  resorts  on  a  smaller  scale  might 
be  multiplied  almost  indefinitely  where  there  is  a 
clear  stream  with  surrounding  facilities.  Land- 
owners, by  adding  to  them,  might  easily  increase 
their  rent-roll ;  or  by  giving  permission  to  their 
tenants  to  construct  such  "  stand-byes     on  other- 
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wise  profitless  land,  materially  lessen  the  number  of 
their  pressing  difficulties.  No  recreation  would  be 
more  appreciated  by  thousands  of  town  toilers  than 
to  have  such  preserves  within  an  hour's  journey  of 
their  work — plots  of  land  and  pools  of  water — 
where  they  could  pay  to  be  free,  and  to  enjoy,  under 
reasonable  restrictions,  a  few  hours  weekly  with 
fly  or  bait.  Only  thus,  in  the  coming  years,  will  it 
be  possible  to  avoid  a  continual  succession  of  "  bad 
days  "  with  consequent  empty  creels.  Fish-culture 
may  now  be  reckoned  among  the  exact  sciences  ; 
and  no  obstacles  stand  in  the  way  of  successful 
,  periodical  stocking  with  healthy  fish.  Such  waters 
will,  however,  always  require  close  watching  and 
careful  attention.  • 

There  are  difficulties  with  companies'  reservoirs 
which  do  not  so  markedly  obtain  with  smaller 
sheets  of  water  not  set  apart  for  domestic  purposes. 
True,  we  now  and  then  hear  of  catches  of  excep- 
tionally heavy  fish,  or  of  day  following  day  with 
many  a  brace  of  beauties  to  each  rod,  weekly 
reports  that  are  really  monotonous  in  their  reitera- 
tion of  splendid  success.  But,  here,  there  must  be 
exceptional  circumstances  favouring  growth  or  pre- 
venting depletion. 

If  the  reservoir  of  which  I  am  about  to  speak 
is  not  a  typical  one,  in  many  particulars  it  un- 
doubtedly resembles  a  great  many  others.  Situated 
high  up  among  the  moors,  it  is  fed  by  two  brooks  of 
moderate  size,  and  by  many  a  small  escape  from  the 
hills  that  comes  tumbling  down  through  heather  and 
shelving  wood.  It  is  a  brook  valley  widened  to  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  for  five  times  that  length,  and 
deepened  in  places  to  80ft.  Thus  artificially 
extended  by  a  deep  cutting  in  the  mountain  lime- 
stone it  is,  when  full,  a  fine  sheet  of  water,  with 
grouse  drives  and  pheasant  covers  on  the  uplands 
around.  Not  much  life  is  to  be  seen  there.  Silent 
herons  stalk  upon  the  mudbanks  when  the  heat  of 
summer  has  dried  up  the  streams,  and  when  domestic 
demands  have  brought  the  level  of  the  lake  down 
some  20ft.  or  more.  The  mournful  cry  of  the 
curlew  above  the  heights,  a  solitary  kingfisher,  the 
"  tee-tee"  of  the  goldcrest  in  the  firs,  a  little  family 
group  of  wild  ducks  well  out  from  land,  a  few 
wandering  gulls  sailing  in  easy  superiority  aloft — 
these  are  the  most  frequent  of  the  feathered  com- 
panions that  greet  one,  or  cheer  the  solitude  by 
their  presence  on  any  ordinary  day.  The  margins 
of  the  lake  are  lean  and  hungry-looking.  Water- 
plants  are  religiously  proscribed.  Little  cover  is 
there  for  fur  or  feather.  There  is  a  decided  lack  of 
vitality  in  and  about  the  tightly-imprisoned  waters. 

In  late  June,  when  the  knotted  midge  drives  in 
swarms  before  the  wind,  strange  though  it  seems, 
with  the  large  double  lure,  called  the  Worm  Fly, 
one  may  be  made  happy  with  a  few  brace  of  half- 
pounders.  Or  when  a  good  breeze  rolls  up  the 
surface,  a  Bronze  Fly  or  Zulu  may  prove  the  good 
thing  one  hoped  for ;  but  taking  one  day  with 
another,  the  "  glorious  uncertainty "  is  decidedly 
accentuated. 

And  what  a  difference  there  is  in  the  dash  and 
daring  of  those  lake-dwellers  and  that  of  the  sturdy 
fish,  roused  into  vigorous  action  by  the  turmoil — 
the  splash  and  the  dash  of  the  stream  which  has 
again  escaped  into  the  valley  below  !  There  are 
giants  in  the  silent  depths  ;  but  with  their  changed 
environment  they  have  put  on  degenerate  ways. 
They  live  solitary  lives,  content  with  a  menu  of 
brother  trout,  or  of  gudgeon  that,  somehow  or  other, 
have  ungallantly  intruded  in  shjals.  The  average 
specimens  one  takes  are  not  pretty.  "  Sweetness 
long  drawn  out,"  big  heads,  and  lank  bodies  would 
perhaps  best  describe  them.  They  look  old  before 
their  time,  and  often  feed  on  a  diet  seldom  looked 
for  by  trout  living  under  more  natural  conditions. 
Winter  seems  to  rouse  them  from  an  uimatural 
lethargy,  and  in  spring  their  appetite  improves  ;  but 
after  June,  with  the  water  getting  warmer,  they 
seem  to  doze  in  almost  unwakeable  slumber. 

Two  thousand  rainbows  were  introduced  to  these 
melancholy  companions,  but  with  the  first  big  flood 
they  escaped  over  the  bye-wash  in  the  compensation 
water,  and  have  never  been  seen  since.  The  fittest 
survive.  Perch  flourish  ;  young  trout  tickle  their 
palates,  and  please  them  well.  How  these  sharp- 
Rj)ined  depredators  found  their  way  in,  nobody 
knows.  None  were  seen  in  the  streams  before  the 
dam  was  built,  but  now  a  2-pounder  is  not  un- 
common with  worm  or  minnow  as  bait.  I  should 
suppose  that  eventually  the  perch  will  become 
masters  of  the  situation  ;  the  gudgeonTpaying  toll 
with  their  lives,  but  too  fertile  to  be  ever  exhausted. 
And  the  eels  ]    Such  monsters  as  can  easily  crackle 


up  gimp,  just  as  readily  as  they  must  the  distressed 
trout.  These  conditions  need  not  prevail  in  smaller 
artificially-constructed  ponds,  which  can  be  drained, 
thinned  out,  and  supplied  with  food  and  water-plant. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  be  told  by  some  high 
authority  how  best  to  improve  and  keep  up  to  a  fair 
standard  of  excellence  such  a  splendid  piece  of 
reservoir  water  as  that  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
The  keeper  has  his  hatchery,  and  every  year  turns 
in  thousands  of  fry,  but  of  these,  I  fear,  very  few 
ever  reach  the  takeable  limit.  I  make  no  doubt 
but  that  scores  of  such  miniature  lakes  are  in  pretty 
much  the  same  predicament.  The  fish  want  weeding 
out.  There  should  be  constant  crossing  with  good- 
sized  fish  from  outside  stock.  Shallows  should  be 
provided  where  aquatic  plants  could  grow  and 
insect  life  flourish.  War  should  be  waged  upon  the 
cannibal  patriarchs,  the  eels,  and  the  perch.  Snail 
food  should  be  introduced,  and,  in  places,  tree  and 
shrub  life  encouraged. 

Water  companies  cannot  be  expected  to  care  for 
these  things.  Their  first  endeavour  must  be  to 
provide  a  sufficiency  of  pure,  wholesome  water  for 
their  customers  ;  but  as  they  charge  heavily  for  the 
right  to  fish,  they  might  do  more  for  their  angling 
patrons.  In  view  of  the  future  demand  which  is 
sure  to  arise  for  this  kind  of  fishing,  the  whole  subject 
deserves,  it  seems  to  me,  the  careful  consideration 
of  experts  and  amateurs  alike.     Fredk.  Millek. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

ThamM  — Genebax,  Remarks. — The  river  is 
exceptionally  coloured,  the  water  in  the  lower 
reaches  being  quite  a  clay  colour.  Sport  under 
these  circHmstances  has  been  poor.  Many  anglers 
have  been  out  owing  to  the  report  that  the  water 
was  coloured,  but  it  is  too  much  so,  and  several 
anglers  have  not  had  even  a  single  fish.  I  should 
say  the  water  will  take  three  or  four  days  to  clear. 
Unfortunately,  the  stream  has  not  been  strong 
enough  to  drive  the  fish  in  to  the  bank,  but  the 
extra  push  of  water  should  effect  this.  At 
Monday's  meeting  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Sir 
Frederick  Dixon-Hartland,  M.P.,  the  chairman, 
announced  his  resignation  of  the  position  he  has 
held  for  the  past  ten  years. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Owing  to  the  condition  of 
the  river  little  fishing  has  be?n  attempted  during 
the  past  week.  A  few  roach  have  been  caught  by 
bank  anglers,  one  of  which  had  a  bag  of  about  81b. 
Mr.  Haws,  fishing  the  Loddon  waters  with  G. 
Vaughan,  took  a  jack  of  4lb.  and  one  of  lOib.  We 
have  had  a  lot  of  rain  of  late,  and  the  river  is  now 
(Wednesday)  ruiming  very  thick  with  a  heavy 
stream.  If  we  do  not  get  a  lot  more  rain  by  the 
week-end  it  should  be  right  for  bank  anglers. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddiugton  Weir). — Water  a  trifle 
thick,  but  in  good  order  for  fishing.  Getting  plenty 
of  dace.  One  day,  with  Mr.  Vunton,  seven  bream, 
one  jack,  four  dozen  dace  ;  half  a  day,  Mr.  Green- 
bank,  five  bream,  five  dozen  dace.  My  brother 
Sydney  has  been  getting  plenty  of  dace — best  day, 
170.  I  get  tired  of  writing  to  customers  to  come 
down,  as  they  don't  seem  inclined  to  face  the 
changeable  weather.  Tides  all  right  how  for  a  few 
days. — W.  McBbide. 

Thames  (Weybridge). — I  have  very  little  to 
report  this  week  as  regards  angling,  the  river  being 
in  Buch  bad  condition  on  account  of  the  heavy  rains. 
Six  members  of  our  club  went  out  for  an  hour  or 
two  last  Saturday  ;  only  a  few  roach  were  caught, 
one  scaling  lib.  2^oz.,  taken  by  Mr.  Light.  A  carp 
of  101b.  was  found  on  the  bank  of  the  Mill  Head  at 
Addlestone,  river  Wey. — Chas.  A.  Shaylob. 

Avon  (Riugwood). — This  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  all-round  angling.  On  Dec.  8,  Mr.  F. 
Clapp  took  401b.  of  roach,  the  largest  weighing 
lilb.— M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeach).  —  There  is 
little  of  interest  to  record  on  this  river  this  week. 
Only  one  day's  fishing  has  been  available,  when 
the  pike  were  coming  on  nicely.  Rain  and  damp 
weather,  with  dirty  banks,  have  been  a  great  draw- 
back for  comfortable  angling.  The  pressure  of  business 
at  this  season  does  not  conduce  to  a  large  attendance 
by  the  river,  but  a  few  decent  pike  have  been  had. 
Those  whoexpected  to  fish  forroachespeciallyas  bait, 
have  only  caught  colds.  With  settled  weather, 
angling  on  this  free  water  looks  very  promising  for 
pike  by  Dec.  17. — John  O.  George,  Beche-roeid, 
Cambridge. 

Eza  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  pike,  perch, 
and  roach  have  been  caught  near  Cowley,  at  Countess 


Weir,  Bonhay,  and  near  St.  David's  Station  during 
the  past  week.  In  the  canal  some  perch  and  roach 
have  been  taken  at  Limekilns,  Black  House, 
Hannaford's  Lock,  Tnpsham  Lock,  an!  near  Turf,' 
but  the  carp  and  tench  have  not  been  caught  lately 
or  during  the  past  season  in  the  numbsrs  they  used 
to  be.  Bass,  pollack,  whiting,  and  mullet  hiva  been 
caught  at  Exmouth  Pier  and  Dock.  On  Dec.  10, 
at  Bull  Hill,  seventeen  bass,  some  wliiting,  and 
flatfish  wera  secured  by  one  boat  angler.  Others 
successful  have  been  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Popkin, 
Thomas,  Cotgrave,  White,  Worthy,  Perry,  and 
Beck.  Th3  convict  ship  Success  still  proves  an 
immense  attraction  here. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntarien. — The  Lea  has  lost  its 
gin-c!ear  appearance,  has  risen  considerably,  and 
if  more  rain  falls  promises  to  be  in  flood  by  the 
week-end.  It  is  a  fair  colour  for  r  iach-fishing,  and 
should  the  weather  keep  fine,  doubtless  some  good 
baskets  of  those  fish  will  be  obtained.  I  sh  )uld 
like  to  see  the  Lea,  Beane,  Rib,  Stort,  etc., 
thorough'y  scoured  out,  as  in  consequence  of  the 
low  and  "  dirty  "  stream  they  have  fisheJ  indiff>- 
rently  for  months.  Pike,  roach,  and  perch  have 
been  caught  this  week  in  the  Lea,  but  no  heavy  fish 
are  recorded  brought  to  bank. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lairg  and  Ano?  (Iieo/nuia'vr.  —  These 
streams  have  more  water  running  down  them  at 
present  than  for  some  months.  The  weather  has 
been  very  bad  for  angling,  and  anglers  have  not 
been  out  of  Lite.  Rain  and  snow  have  been  had, 
also  frosts,  and  all  the  snow  has  been  washed  into 
the  rivers,  and  there  i-i  very  little  prospect  of  any 
fishing  being  done  until  that  clears  out  of  the 
water.     The  Pinsley  is    high    and  coloured. — 

GWYNNE. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry)  — We  have  had  some 
good  downpours  of  rain  during  the  last  few  days, 
and  the  water  has  benefited  greatly  by  them.  It  is 
now  a  beautiful  colour,  such  aj  the  roaah  angler.s  like 
to  see,  and  no  doubt  anyone  out  this  week-end  will 
take  some  real  good  specimens.  A  lot  of  small 
pike  taken  during  the  week  but  nothing  over  6 Jib. 
that  I  have  seen. — A.  Sc.abd. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon ). — Water  an  excellentcolour — 
rainy  weather  prevails,  so  that  it  is  likely  to  remain 
so.    Fish  are  feeding  well,  and  prospects  of  sport  ' 
for  the  rapidly  approaching  holidays  aro  very  good.  ' 
Live-bait  rather  scarce. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn  Vyrnvy,  Tanat  and  C*ii>  (Ijianrmr- 
neoh). — The  middle  part  of  last  week  was  vory  fine,  , 
with   fr  isty  nights,  followed  by  bright  sunshine 
throughout  the  day,  so  that  grayling  angle  s  we r? 
in  their  glory  for  a  day  or  two  ;  the  Vyrnwy  and 
Tanat  being  free  from  snow  water  sport  was  good,  but  ■ 
during  the  early  hours  of  Friday  morning  snow  again  • 
fell,  and  continued  doing  so  at  intrrvals  until  Monday,  ; 
when  a  cold  thaw  ensued,  in  consequence  of  which 
these  streams  were  again  full  of  snow  bn  th  ;  a.'ter-  | 
wards  the  atmosphere  became  much  milder,  and  j 
continues  so  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  i 
night,  Dec.  14),  so  that  the  snow  has  quite  dis-  j 
appeared  from  the  lower  lands,  and  in  a  few  days  \ 
the  rivers  will  be  comparatively  free  from  snow-  ) 
broth,  and  in  fair  condition  for  an^iling  should  no 
further  fall  of  snow  take  place  and  the  present  fine 
weather  be  permanent. — Vybnwy. 

Stonr  (Bares,  Snffolk). — The  water  has  been  a 
splendid  colour  for  roach  angling  the  last  few  days, 
but  fish  have  not  been  feeding  at  a'l  well.  A  few 
anglers  were  out  on  Dec.  11,  and  some  decent  fish 
up  to  lib.  4oz.  were  captured,  but  no  large  bags 
were  made.  One  or  two  pike  were  also  taken  up 
to  7|^lb.,  but  they  were  not  mad  on  the  feed.  The 
water  is  still  a  good  colour,  but  the  weather  is  much 
too  unsettled  as  yet  for  good  sport.  Brandling  and 
gentles  are  the  best  baits. — W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Susaez  Rivers  and  Cliloixe»ter  Canal. — 
Rain  has  been  plentiful  and  will  tend  to  fill  and 
clear  rivers  of  the  autumn  de'jris.  Midday  has 
besn  fine  occasionally,  with  either  frost  or  fog 
mornings  and  evenings.  Sport  has  been  poor,  as 
a  rule,  in  all  waters.  From  the  Ouse  at  Is6eld  Mr.  G. 
Lewis  secured  a  pike  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Snelgrove 
a  roach  of  close  upon  lib.  From  the  upper  water 
in  the  Fletching  district  a  visitor,  in  two  days' 
fishing,  secured  a  brace  of  pike  of  6JIb.  and  4Jlb. 
respectively,  and  lost  a  heavy  fish  by  fouling  the 
sunken  timber  with  which  the  water  abounds.  A  pike 
of  4lb.  15oz.  is  reported  from  the  Adur  near  Henfield, 
and  a  fish  of  31b.  from  nearer  the  carp  ht.ls  above 
Steyning.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  fair  order.  A  few 
small  pike  have  been  landed,  but  nothing  over  41b. 
has  come  under  my  notice.  Bream  of  IJlb.  have 
been  taken  late  in  the  evening  from  the  basin,  and 
at  Donnington  several  flocks  of  fowl  have  passed 
over  the  city  going  to  the  south-west. — Geobge  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  coloured  and  has  rison  about  a  foot.  The 
weather  has  been  very  changeable  of  late.  Frosts 
prevailed  last  week,  and  on  Dec.  11  snow  fell 
heavily.    This  was  followed  by  some  very  heavy 
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falls  of  rain,  and  all  the  snow  has  been  washed  into 
the  rivers,  and  they  are  now  quite  out  of  order  for 
any  kind  of  fishing.  The  weather  is  still  bad,  rain 
falling  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  there  is  little 
prospect  of  sport  being  had  for  some  time.  At  the 
end  of  last  waek  some  coarse  fish  and  a  few  gray- 
ling were  taken  with  maggot.  Eels  have  been 
running  well,  and  good  lots  have  been  caught  at 
the  mills.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  coloured  and  full  of  snow  water. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — The  water  in  this  district  is 
now  lunning  quite  out  of  ord^r  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  most  unsettled  and  not  fit  for 
anglers  to  go  out.  Frosts  prevailed  until  the  end  of 
last  week,  then  on  Dec.  11  snow  fell,  followed  by 
rain  and  sharp  frosts  at  intervals,  and  sport  has 
been  quite  at  a  standstill  this  week,  and  will  be 
until  the  snow  water  has  run  off.  The  Rea,  Kyre, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  stained. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — We  have  had  wild  and  un- 
settled weather  during  the  past  week,  and  angling 
almost  at  a  standstill.  Only  one  angler  here, 
Mr.  S.  Evans,  and  he  has  only  been  on  the  water 
one  day,  but  he  got  some  good  sport,  caught  a  fine 
basket  of  perch  and  rudd,  the  best  rudd  l^lb.  He 
also  caught  five  pike,  the  largest  scaling  6|lb. — 
Wm.  Vickery. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wharf e,  Nldd,  Derwent,  Ocse, 
•to.  (Torks), — There  has  been  a  variety  of  weather 
since  last  week — some  days  quite  winterly,  others 
quite  like  spring.  There  are  very  few  anglers  out 
on  our  rivers.  There  is  very  little  angling  being 
done  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  at  Hawes, 
Aysgarth,  and  Redmire.  In  the  districts  of  Middle- 
ham  and  Masham  a  few  ardent  anglers  out,  sport 
on  the  whole  being  quiet.  The  Cover  is  fairly  clear, 
very  little  being  done  lately.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  out  at  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge,  sport  in 
these  districts  being  almost  at  a  standstill. 
The  Swale  is  now  running  fairly  clear.  The 
upper  reaches  beyond  Richmond  have  been 
almost  deserted.  In  the  districts  of  Easeby 
and  Catterick  Bridge  a  few  fishermen  out,  but 
no  heavy  baskets  of  grayling  have  been  re- 
ported. A  few  anglers  have  been  seen  out  on  the 
Wiske,  Codbeck,  and  Bedale  Beck.  A  few  roach, 
dace  and  chub  have  been  caught.  The  Wharfe  is 
running  clear  again  ;  the  upper  reaches  have  almost 
been  deserted.  Very  little  angling  has  be?n  done  at 
Kilnsey,  Appletreewick,  Burnsall,  and  Bolton  Woods. 
At  Ilkley  a  few  anglers  were  out,  some  very  nice 
grayling  being  caught.  In  the  lower  reaches  not  so 
many  anglers  have  been  out  as  of  late.  On  Satur- 
day Messrs.  Pickersgill  and  Taylor  caught  a  few 
brace  of  fish  in  the  district  of  Collingham.  The 
bottom  fishermen  who  patronise  Tadcaster  and 
UlJeskelf  have  almost  deserted  the  district  ; 
a  few  anglers  out,  but  nothing  doing.  Very 
meagre  reports  to  hand  from  the  Derwent.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out  at  Yeddingham,  Malton,  and 
Castle  Howard,  sport  being  almost  at  a  standstill. 
Matters  are  quiet  on  the  Rye,  Costa,  etc.  A  few 
pike  anglers  from  Leeds  have  been  paying  a  visit 
to  the  Dukeries  in  search  of  securing  a  few 
specimens,  but  sport  was  very  quiet. — John  E. 
MiLLEK,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  so  cold 
and  Vjoisterous  that  coarse  fishing  is  practically  out 
of  the  question.  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  has 
accepted  the  presidency  of  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association,  vacant  by  the  death  of  th«  late  Mr. 
Walter  H.  Wilson,  Belvoir  Park.  The  members 
thoroughly  appreciate  the  honour.  Brown  trout 
spawning  is  over  in  the  runners  of  Lough  Neagh, 
and  generally  in  the  coast  streams  of  Antrim  and 
Down.  A  few  days  ago  a  cormorant,  whilst  flying 
away  from  the  Antrim-road  basin,  was  shot  at,  and 
it  dropped  a  brown  trout  scaling  close  on  lib.  The 
fish  was  picked  up  dead.  Cormorants  are  reported 
to  have  killed  a  lot  of  trout  in  the  Holywood 
Waterworks. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinekelli^s. — On  two  days  good  sport  was 
obtained  at  pollack  and  whiting.  On  one  day  four 
anglers  fishing  ofi  of  Horse  Island,  on  the  ocean  side, 
got  29  p)ollack  in  comparatively  short  time.  On 
another  day,  four  anglers  got  15  pollack  in  about 
one  hour.  Since  then  nothing  worth  recording  has 
been  done. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynaue  (co.  Kerry). — Sea  angling  has  been 
entirely  out  of  the  question  for  the  past  four  days  • 
owing  to  a  .strong  north-westerly  wind  and  ab- 
normally high  seas  along  the  coast. — T.  J.  D. 

DeaL — The  week-end  brought  decent  weather 
and  water  smooth,  and  some  decent  takes  of  very 


large  whiting  and  codling  and  an  occasional 
cod  were  landed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mosenthal,  out 
in  a  galley-punt,  had  over  four  score  whiting, 
some  of  them  very  larg^,  a  few  codling 
and  pouting,  while  others  scored  fairly  well ; 
local  fishermen  are  complaining  that  big  fish 
are  tearing  their  nets  pretty  freely  during  their 
fishing  at  night  tides,  which  indicates,  with  decent 
weather,  there  would  be  good  sport.  Weather  at 
time  of  writing  unsettled,  wind  southerly,  which  is 
good  for  keeping  fish  in  this  locality.  Tides  suit 
for  all  day  fishing  this  week-end. — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier).  — Last  week's  breezes  gave 
splendid  tone  to  the  water,  and  the  spring  tides 
following  have  yielded  good  sport  to  the  large  array 
of  pier  patrons  who  have  lately  been  in  evidence. 
Saturday,  Dec.  10,  turned  out  quite  a  red-letter  day, 
when  the  whiting  bit  in  old-time  fashion,  and 
everyone  left  the  pier  satisfied  with  his  quarry  of 
fish.  Many  of  the  whiting  were  very  large  and 
well  baited  fish,  and  the  general  run  of  the  pouting 
was  much  above  the  average,  but  the  codling  were 
invariably  small.  No  one  has  lately  thought  it  worth 
his  while  to  try  for  pollack ;  but  several  have  been 
taken  upon  paternosters.  On  Dec.  9  the  wind  blew 
very  strong  from  S.S.E.,  and  from  the  rough  sea  then 
prevailing  a  few  whiting,  pouting,  and  codling  were 
caught  by  daylight,  but  a  dark  night  put  a  period  to 
all  fishing.  Dec.  10  yielded  better  sport  with 
whiting  than  anything  experienced  throughout  the 
present  season,  and  pier  anglers  mustered  in  strong 
numbers  on  that  day,  among  others  present  being 
Mrs.  Hards,  Mrs.  Finn,  Mrs.  Dodd,  Mrs.  Edgar,  Miss 
La  Thangue,  Mrs.  Harris,  and  Messrs.  Baker,  Band, 
Finn,  Hards,  Larkman,  Seymour,  Cooke,  Lindsey, 
Pierpoint,  Dew,  Dodd,  Baum,  Young,  McCann, 
Cameron,  Edgar,  Curtiss,  Harris,  Buckle,  Collier, 
Vaughan  and  Towers.  The  day's  catch  probably 
totalled  about  forty  score  of  whiting  besides  other 
varieties.  Pier  anglers  on  Dec.  11  did  not 
exceed  ten  in  number,  and  the  catch  upon 
the  morning  tide  was  not  great,  but  upon  the 
draw  and  slack  of  the  flood  tide  in  the  afternoon 
every  one  made  a  fair  return,  and  Mr.  Cooke  had  an 
excellent  bag  of  codling  in  addition  to  a  fair  num- 
ber of  other  varieties.  Pouting  galore  were  in 
evidence  on  Dec.  12,  and  a  few  codling  a'so 
came  to  hand,  but  it  was  not  till  late  in 
the  afternoon  that  the  whiting  made  their  appear- 
ance, and  the  numbers  then  taken  wore  far 
less  than  on  the  two  precoding  days.  Only  one 
conger  was  caught,  and  that  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mrs. 
Harris,  Mr.  G.  Heath  having  the  largest  whiting 
of  the  day,  a  handsome  fish  of  IJlb.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Stout  and  Mr.  Jas.  Stout  arrived  somewhat  late 
upon  the  scene,  and  between  them  secured  a  score 
of  good  fish,  but  they  and  nearly  all  other  anglers 
present  soon  beat  a  hasty  retreat  when  a  heavy 
shower  ushered  in  the  evening.  Several  who  elected 
to  remain  later,  however,  realised  good  sport,  Mr. 
Baum  taking  premier  honours  with  eighteen  codling 
and  several  very  large  whiting.  Dec.  13  proved 
very  unpleasant,  a  cold  north-west  wind  and 
drizzling  rain  prevailing,  the  resultant  morning 
catch  from  half  a  score  of  rods  consisting  solely  of  a 
few  dabs  and  pouting.  The  afternoon  witnessed 
material  ir«provement,  as  the  fish  then  took  all 
kinds  of  bait  readily,  and  one  and  all  were  satisfied 
with  moderately  good  mixed  bags.  Mr.  Dodd  held 
sole  possession  of  the  pier  during  the  forenoon  of 
Dec.  14,  and  the  few  who  fished  in  the  afternoon 
caught  only  a  few  small  whiting,  the  sea  being 
somewhat  rough  owing  to  a  strong  southerly  wind. 
The  storm  cone  is  hoisted,  and  a  south  or  south- 
west gale  expected. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Fishing  news  is  somewhat  at  a 
discoimt  this  week.  We  have  had  a  series  of  gales 
veering  from  south  to  north-west,  and  the  boats 
have  not  been  able  to  get  out.  The  piers  also  have 
been  rather  exposed,  so  that  the  amateurs  have  had 
a  rest.  Some  of  the  boats  to  the  westward  have 
been  taking  a  few  herrings  in  their  drift-nets,  but  it 
has  proved  very  dangerous  work  running  for  port, 
and  several  boats  have  been  sunk  and  a  few  lives  lost. 
The  dogfish  seem  to  be  about  as  bad  as  ever,  and  it 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  about  half-a-dozen 
men  engaged  with  a  large  heap  of  these  fish  on  the 
quay  skinning  and  gutting  them  and  packing  in 
barrels  to  send  to  the  London  and  Midland  fish 
markets,  where  they  are  sold  to  the  proprietors  of 
fried-fish  shops.  The  skins  of  these  fish  are  used 
when  dried  as  a  substitute  for  glass-paper. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


PiKB  Tackle.— The  Harrogate  Spinner  has  given  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  thousands  of  Anglers  ;  kills  fish  when  no  other 
bait  will.  Is.  9d.  each.  Preserved  Natural  Baits, 'Is.  6d.  per 
bottle.  The  Westennan  Spinner,  for  natural  or  preserved  bait,  is 
used  by  all  the  leading  Yorkshire  pike  fishers.  Is.  each.  Spin- 
ning Traces,  6d.  and  Is.  Live  Bait  Traces,  4d.  Jardine  Snaps,  3d. 
Strongest  Salmon  Gut  Traces,  la.  6d.  All  post  f  ree.->r.  E.  Millbr, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  Leeds.  Telegrams,  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


Ppoviiielal  ftnglifig  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningt. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  very  bad  tiiiio  for  angling  since  rny 
last  notes  were  sent.  Wo  have  had  snow,  rain, 
and  other  specimens  of  bad  weather  too  numerous 
to  mention,  which  has  been  very  riuich  against  sport. 
All  our  rivers  and  their  tributaries  are  very  much  out 
of  order,  and  sport  in  every  direction  is  very  much 
out  of  joint.  The  sacred  concert,  held  at  the  Gaiety 
concert  hall  on  Dec.  10,  owing  to  the  sad  state  of 
the  weather  was  only  moderately  patronised ;  from 
what  I  can  hear  the  society  will  be  at  a  loss  through 
the  transaction.  With  regard  to  these  Sunday 
concerts,  a  little  advice  is  needed  in  order  to  make 
these  affairs  a  success.  I,  for  myself,  do  not  a<ivo- 
cate  concerts  to  be  held  on  Sunday  evenings  at  largo 
halls.  Let  the  society  do  as  has  been  done  before — 
that  is,  use  some  of  the  large  club-rooms  in  the 
various  districts  on  Sunday  evenings  for  readings  and 
lectures,  etc.  ;  this  could  be  done  at  a  small  experise, 
and  a  better  result  would  be  obtained  than  taking 
large  places  at  a  price  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  for 
the  society  to  obtain  any  benefit  or  even  to  pay  the 
expenses.  I  hear,  on  good  authority,  that  the 
venture  of  the  Birmingham  Association  in  renting 
the  canal  at  Alrewas,  has  not  been  altogether 
a  success.  Associations  or  clubs  who  rent  canals 
require  men  stationed  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
apart  sitting  on  a  fence  with  a  double-barrelled  gun 
to  intimidate  the  boatmen  and  others  from  depleting 
the  water  by  netting  and  other  unsportsmanlike 
means  too  numerous  to  mention.  We  have  a  new 
society  lately  formed  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Birmingham  Association  that  bids  fair  to  outrival 
the  one  held  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Provincial 
Association.  The  rival  club  is  based  on  the  same 
lines,  but  I  am  informed  that  the  water  they  are 
negotiating  for  will  be  some  of  the  best  in  the 
Midlands.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  all  our  clubs 
have  had  a  good  year,  and  have  one  and  all  ended 
in  a  good  solid  financial  position. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  return  of  the  milder  weather  has  brought  out 
quite  a  number  of  roach  rods  this  week,  and  varying 
sport  has  been  the  result  of  their  operations.  While 
some  have  done  remarkably  well,  others  have  utterly 
failed  to  creel  a  decent  sample.  By  far  the  best 
sport  amongst  the  red  fins  has  been  experienced  in 
the  Chapel  Hill  district  of  the  Witham,  notably  along 
the  section  where  the  Sleaford  Canal  joins  the  main 
stream.  Here  one  angler  landed  over  two  stone  of 
fish  in  two  hours,  several  of  which  turned  the  scale 
at  lib.  and  upwards.  The  worm  bait  did  the  most 
execution.  On  the  Forty-foot  little  sport  has  been 
forthcoming  so  far  as  roach  are  concerned,  but  the 
pike  have  been  in  a  feeding  humour,  and  those  who 
have  patronised  the  higher  and  lower  reaches  have 
had  an  imcommonly  busy  time.  The  Swineshead 
and  Hubbert's  Bridge  dirtricts  have  yielded  fish  up 
to  9lb.,  and  higher  up  the  river,  particularly  on  the 
southern  side  of  Gunn's  Bridge,  where  there  is  a 
fine  stretch  of  water  admirably  adapted  for  trolling, 
several  pike  have  been  killed.  A  brace  and  a  half, 
which  fell  to  one  rod,  weighed  16lb.,  and  another 
angler  landed  three,  weighing  respectively  7Jlb., 
5|lb.,  and  i\\h.  News  from  some  of  the  drains  in 
the  Boston  district  is  by  no  means  reassuring, 
although  the  waters  are  in  a  much  better  condition 
than  might  have  been  expected  after  the  recent 
snow.  . 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

It  is  officially  announced  that  Mr.  W.  C.  Tetlow 
succeeds  Mr.  Manby  as  secretary  of  the  Broadlieath 
A.S.,  from  Dec.  9  last.  The  weekly  report  from  the 
Bollin  is  depressing — "  No  sign  of  good  water  yet, 
one  flood  after  another."  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that 
at  the  Horton  in  Ribblesdale  Fishery,  which  is  under 
the  care  axid  control  of  the  Manchester  A.A.,  there 
is  no  scarcity  of  ova.  Owing  to  unsuitable  weather 
the  spawners  were  late  in  ascending,  but  all  the 
same  the  hatchery  is  now  fully  suppUed  with  ova  of 
the  very  best.  From  Warrington  the  news  is  very 
scarce,  and  beyond  the  fact  that  the  local  association 
is  concluding  one  financial  year  and  about  to  enter 
on  another,  there  is  little  of  interest.  From  Liver- 
pool much  the  same  state  of  things  is  reported,  but 
in  the  coming  holidays  thej'  are  sm-e  to  be  very 
active,  and  swarming  to  every  available  resort. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

We  have  had  a  wonderful  pike  in  this  city  witliin 
the  last  few  days,  and  the  same  was  labelled  in  the 
fishmonger's  shop  as  a  Windermere  pike,  291b.  I 
did  not  know  that  there  were  any  pollan  in  Winder- 
mere lake,  but  at  any  rate  there  were  some  in  the 
said  pike,  so  we  must  consider  that  we  have  made 
a  discovery.    Our  city  rods  appear  to  have  aban- 
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doned  all  hope  of  a  day's  fishing  this  year,  vinless 
it  is  to  be  obtained  during  the  coming  holidays, 
but  for  the  past  few  weeks  the  weather  has  been 
atrocious.  The  "smoker"  of  the  "Thirty"  Club 
on  Dec.  8  was  a  big  success,  and  although  held  in 
the  afternoon  from  2.30  to  5  o'clock  the  room  was 
packed  to  hear  a  programme  of  classical  music. 
For  the  Duchy  A.S.  match  to-day  there  is  a  good 
entry,  and  the  contest  is  sure  to  bo  a  big  event. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

The  weather  has  varied  a  good  deal  as  regards 
temperature,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  the 
Trent  rose  something  like  a  couple  of  feet.  On 
Dec.  14  rain  fell  heavily  and  the  outlook  was  none 
too  promising.  Before  the  rise  pike  anglers  were 
securing  fish  at  Kelham,  Hazleford,  Weston,  and 
King's  Mills.  On  the  first-named  section  Mr.  C. 
Ridgard,  of  Radford,  ran  and  landed,  amongst 
others,  on  Dec.  8,  a  handsome  specimen  of  9 Jib., 
and  on  Monday  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society,  caught  a  brace  of  about  121b.  at  Shardlow. 
At  Kelham  a  very  fine  salmon— evidently  late  run 
— has  been  bbserved  "  pitching "  in  the  barbel 
swim  above  the  bridge.  Roach  fishers  have  again 
fared  well  at  Clifton  Grove  and  on  the  lower  Wilford 
waters,  the  fish  showing  a  partiality  for  the  brandling 
and  bread  paste.  They  were  taken  in  the  eddies 
adjoining  the  banks.  Some  big  roach  are  reported 
to  have  been  creeled  on  the  Weston  length  by  gentle- 
men hailing  from  Derby.  Chub  and  dace  have 
been  killed  with  gentles  at  Shelford  and  West 
Stoke,  though  gentles  are  now  difficult  to  procure. 
Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  your  correspondent  have  had  an 
exceptional  bag  of  roach  and  perch  from  private 
waters. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  last  week  has  been  of  the 
worst  for  angling — rain,  sleet,  snow,  frost,  and  fog. 
Hardly  a  rod  has  been  out,  and  smoldng-concerts 
among  the  clubs  the  only  attractions  calling  the 
craft  together.  The  York  House  A.C.  held  their 
annual  supper,  smoking-concert,  and  prize  distri- 
bution at  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Barnett  occupied 
the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  S.  Cheese,  Mr.  Thorpe, 
and  Mr.  Child.  A  large  company  was  present.  Mr. 
Bennett  distributed  the  many  prizes,  and  wished 
the  club  continued  success.  Messrs.  C.  Briggs, 
T.  Brampton,  W.  Batchelor,  T.  Tyler,  T.  Cheese, 
W.  Jones,  and  H.  Judge  provided  the  musical 
attractions  of  the  evening,  Mr.  Bourne  being  the 
accompanist.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
donors  of  prizes,  etc.,  were  duly  passed,  and  several 
promised  prizes  for  the  coming  year.  This  club  is 
making  good  progress.  The  Fountain  Club  had 
their  annvial  smoking-concert  and  prize  distribution 
in  the  Corn  Exchange  on  Dec.  12,  the  club-room 
not  bemg  large  enough  to  accommodate  the 
members  and  their  friends.  The  company  num- 
bered between  five  and  six  Inmdred.  Tickets  were 
charged  for,  and  the  sum  realised  will  be  given  to  the 
Worcester  Infirmary.  Mr.  S.  Smith  presided,  Mr.  J. 
Stokes  being  in  the  vice-chair.  The  past  year  had 
been  very  successful,  and  the  secretary's  (Mr.  J. 
Bowen)  report  showed  a  balance  of  £9  4s.  2d.  to  the 
good  on  the  year's  working,  in  addition  to  £6  6s.  8d. 
last  year's  balance.  The  usual  toasts  were  given 
and  honoiu-ed.  Tlie  winners  of  prizes  were  : — 
First  contest,  G.  Knight,  T.  Williams,  G.  Bowkett, 
E.  Hill,  H.  Price  ;  second  contest,  S.  Webb,  E.  Hill, 
J.  Harris,  A.  Dyson,  C.  Oliver,  A.  Hodges,  A.  Rigby, 
H.  Morris  ;  third  contest,  C.  Twigg,  G.  Proberts,  A 
Glover,  J.  Priest,  T.  Jones,  T.  Williams,  F.  Briggs, 
G.  Ratcliffe  ;  aggregate  prize,  S.  Webb.  A  grand 
musical  programme  was  capitally  executed  ;  accom- 
panist, Mr.  J.  Smith.  The  meeting  was  a  grand 
success. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Local  anglers  have  done  little  lately,  and  the 
experiences  of  a  few  roach  fishers  in  the  river  Foss 
at  York  in  the  course  of  the  week  in  catching  a 
number  of  very  nice  fish  have  been  quite  exceptional. 
Both  this  river  and  the  Ouse  are  well  stocked,  and 
if  coarse  fishermen  only  had  favourable  conditions 
of  weather  and  water  for  the  pursuit  of  sport,  there 
are  many  who  would  give  good  accoimts  of  them- 
selves. The  rains  this  week  have  brought  dowir 
large  quantities  of  dissolving  snow  from  the  hills, 
and  the  rivers  are  in  consequence  more  swollen  and 
discoloured.  On  Dec.  13  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  was 
held  at  the  Bay  Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  York, 
Councillor  Robie  Robinson  presiding.  Captain 
W.  H.  Key,  J. P., of  Fulford,  was  re-elected  president. 
Mr.  D.  Langstaff,  the  secretary,  presented  a  report 
which  summarised  the  year's  proceedings.  Anglers 
did  not  appear  to  have  had  a  roseate  period,  and 
the  season  was  characterised  as  poor  throughout. 
The  proposal  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  of  a 
shilling  rod  tax  engaged  but  passing  attention.  The 
majority  of  the  associated  anglers  are  in  favour  of 
the  licence,  and  its  opponents  include  many  indepen- 
dent coarse  fishers  who  are  connected  with  no 


organisation.  Amongst  these  there  is  growing 
opposition  from  rodmen  who  say  they  never  angle 
for  trout,  and  object  to  the  rod  licence  because  they 
are  afraid  that  in  course  of  time,  were  it  imposed, 
it  would  be  made  compulsory,  and  that  they  would 
no  longer  enjoy  the  free  fishing  in  the  Ouse  and  the 
Foss  which  for  very  many  years  has  been  their 
privilege.  I  hear  that  by  the  resolution  passed  at 
the  Fishery  Board  meeting  a  bombshell  has  been 
thrown  into  the  angling  camp  of  the  Sheffield  ten 
thousand. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  stormy  and  wet  since 
last  notes,  and  winter  fishing  has  been  practically  at 
a  standstill  everywhere.  On  all  the  principal 
salmon  spawning  grounds  in  the  country  matters 
appear  to  be  getting  on  very  satisfactorily,  both 
as  regards  the  number  of  fish  on  the  redds  and  to 
the  absence  of  poaching.  Sea-angling  has  been 
practically  at  a  standstill  for  the  past  week,  but  at 
a  few  stations  in  Cork  and  Kerry  some  sport  has 
been  obtained  at  pollack  and  whiting.  So  far  as 
can  be  judged  at  the  present  juncture,  the  pro.spects 
for  the  coming  angling  season  appear  to  be  very 
good  for  the  waters  whore  angling  opens  on  Feb.  1. 


THE  LEEDS  AND  DISTRICT  AMALGA- 
MATED SOCIETY  OF  ANGLERS. 

The  twelfth  annual  dinner  of  the  delegates  of  the 
"  society  with  the  long  name,"  as  it  is  termed,  was 
held  at  the  Grand  Restaurant,  Boar-lane,  Leeds,  on 
Dec.  2.  About  eighty  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
repast,  and  did  ample  justice  to  it.  Mr.  Tom 
Foxcroft,  the  president  of  the  society,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  amongst  the  guests  invited  by  the  society 
may  be  named  Mr.  Hope  (G.T.N.R.),  Mr.  Andrew 
Henry  (secretary  to  the  Oakenclough  Fishery),  Mr. 
Farrer  Stead  (ex-chief  water-bailiff  to  the  Yorks 
Fishery  Board),  Dr.  Broadbent,  and  Mr.  Francis  M. 
Walbran.  An  adjournment  was  afterwards  made 
to  the  large  saloon.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Scatcherd, 
read  out  letters  of  regret  at  inability  to  attend  from 
Mr.  H.  S.  Malins,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  was 
present  last  year  ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet  " 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette),  Captain  Key  (Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board),  and  others.  The  toast  list  was 
brief,  and  consisted  of  "  The  Army,  Navy,  and 
Auxiliary  Forces,"  proposed  by  the  chairman  and 
responded  to  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Royston  ;  "  Our  Society," 
given  by  the  chairman  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  J.  N. 
Green,  who  stated  that  the  society  went  on  increasing 
year  after  year,  and  now  numbered  over  two  thou- 
sand members.  The  financial  position  of  the  society 
was  a  very  satisfactory  one.  "  The  Visitors  "  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Royston  and  responded  to 
by  Mr.  Hope,  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mr.  Francis  M. 
Walbran.  During  the  course  of  the  evening  songs 
were  most  ably  rendered  by  Messrs.  A.  Pickard,  T. 
Chadwick,  M.  Smith,  W.  Temple,  and  last,  but  by 
no  means  least,  the  versatile  Fred  Musson,  "  The 
Anglers'  Comic."  Mr.  Pearce  officiated  at  the  piano 
in  a  most  able  maimer.  Altogether  it  was  a  most 
enjoyable  evening.  The  annual  general  meeting  of 
the  society  was  held  on  Dec.  8,  at  the  White  Swan, 
Call-lane,  Leeds,  when  there  was  a  very  large 
muster.  The  following  were  elected  officials  for  the 
ensuing  year  :  President,  Mr.  Tom  Foxcroft ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  W.  Bairsto  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Royston  ;  secretaries,  Mr.  J.  N.  Green  and  Mr.  S. 
Scatcherd ;  auditors,  Mr.  W.  Thornton  and  Mr. 
J.  H.  Webb.  Halcyon. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  the  members  were  back  in  their 
own  rooms  in  Fetter-lane,  and  it  was  an  Irish  night, 
for  Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett  read  his  paper — his  fiist  one, 
too — "  Practical  Hints  on  Fishing  in  the  South  of 
Ireland,"  and  there  was  suppressed  merriment  in 
every  face — Irish  members  waiting  to  hear  what  the 
Saxon  would  say  of  his  beautiful  fishing,  the  Saxon 
to  calmly  listen,  and  in  his  quiet  way  assimilate 
the  news  of  good  sport  with  a  view  to  its  conversion 
to  his  very  private  use ;  and,  as  usual  at  any 
British  meeting,  there  were  few  who  had  no  touch 
with  Ireland,  one  well-known  member  declaring 
that  he  was  born  in  England,  his  father  was  Scotch, 
his  mother  Irish,  his  wife  Welsh.  But  first  business 
was  attended  to,  with  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in 
the  chair ;  minutes  and  reports  were  disposed 
of.  From  stations  there  was  little  news,  the 
coarse  weather  of  the  week  had  made  fishing 
impossible  all  round  the  coast.  Messrs.  Boy- 
ton  and  Waller  at  Brighton  had  seized  a 
Cairo  interval  and  had  a  few  hours  of  middling 
sport. .  At  Parkstone,  in  a  similar  lull  in  the  wild 
weather,  some  good  whiting,  dabs,  and  brill  had 
been  taken ;  at  Southwold  a  cod  of  91b.  and  one  of 
301b.  and  some  very  large  whiting ;  at  Southend  a 
flounder  of  2\\h.     Deal. — Mr.  Read  Clarke  with 


Mr.  Cowley  got  three  score  of  very  fine  whitinj/ 
fishing  off  the  S.W.  buoy,  another  member  takin).' 
ten  score  of  the  largest  and  finest  seen  for  many  a 
day.  Others  at  Deal  and  Ramsgate  reported  fair 
spc.rt  with  codling  running  about  2ib.,  a  cod  9 Jib., 
and  numerous  conger.  Mr.  Mallett  had  ha'f  a  scoie 
codling  and  whiting. 

A  letter  from  the  National  Lifeboat  Society  was 
read,  and  Mr.  Pickup  reported  upon  the  dogfish 
pest  in  Cornish  waters,  which  had  been  made  the 
.subject  of  a  communication  to  the  Southern 
Fishery  Board.  At  the  end  of  the  business,  Mr. 
Minchin  vacated  the  chair,  which  was  then  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Samuel  Bullock,  D.S.O.,  and  Mr.  E.  M. 
Mallett  read  hifl  paper,  a  very  clear  and  carefully- 
prepared  series  of  "  Practical  Hints  on  Fishing 
in  the  South  of  Ireland,"  the  outcome  of  a  three 
weeks'  visit  to  Ballycotton,  in  September  last,  in 
company  witli  some  fifteen  other  members,  all  keen 
sea  anglers,  in  search  of  specimen  fish — and  they 
found  them  in  numbers  and  variety — conger, 
pollack,  coalfish,  hake,  ling,  cod,  skate,  gurnard, 
wrasse,  sharks,  and  many  others,  and  all  running 
large,  as  the  weights  of  the  following  captured  fish 
show:  Pollack,  plenty  of  101b.  and  lllb.  up  to  the 
191b.  3oz.  specimen  caught  by  Mr.  Hearn;  coalfish, 
three  of  161b.,  one  of  18lb. ;  cod,  19Jlb.  up  to  24Jlb. ; 
conger,  many  of  201b.  up  to  28Jlb.  ;  turbot,  171b. ; 
red  gurnard,  Gib.  loz.  ;  bream,  3lb.  2oz.  to  31b.  1.5oz. ; 
whiting,  21b.  8oz.  and  2lb.  9oz. ;  Hng,  141b.  and  191b.; 
hake,  121b.  ;  and  of  skate — well,  a  few  ran,  471b., 
.571b.,  761b.,  96lb.,  98lb.,  1021b.,  105  b.,  and  the 
big  one  120Jlb.  And  as  to  quantity — wel',  the  total 
weight  of  the  three  weeks'  take  ran  up  to  14Jcwt., 
full  proof  that  Ballycotton  Bay's  waters  were  not 
yet  depleted,  and  that  they  were  a  snug  berth  for 
the  sea  angler. 

Mr.  Mallett  then  proceeded  with  his  practical 
hints,  and  very  useful  ones  they  were.  He  pro- 
duced specimens  of  the  rods,  lines,  and  tackle  used, 
dwelling  upon  the  fact  that  they  were  all  simple 
and  effective  for  their  several  purposes,  and  as  light 
as  possible,  in  view  of  the  certainty  of  hooking  big 
fish — nothing  was  more  disheartening  than  the  loss 
of  a  well-caught  big  fish  from  weak  or  defective 
tackle.  The  depths  fished  and  the  rocky  and  weedy 
nature  of  the  bottom  necessitated  strength  of  gear. 
The  rod  for  the.se'  specimen  fish  should  be  some- 
what exceptionally  heavy  and  fairly  stiff,  not 
whippy,  and  two  spare  ones  should  be  taken,  as 
breakages  are  frequent.  Lines  of  whatever  mate- 
rial, as  fine  as  is  consistent  with  strength,  a 
Coventry  waterproofed  make  he  had  found  to  be 
the  best.  Paternosters  he  had  not  found  of  much 
u.se.  The  trace  with  two  hooks  of  6°  to  8°  size  and 
one  and  half  yard  to  two  yards  long,  was  good 
enough  for  everything. 

Hooks  should  be  wire  mounted  for  conger.  Good 
gut  was  sufficient  for  pollack,  etc.  Leads  were 
many,  but  he  had  found  the  "Banker"  lead  used 
by  the  Newfoundland  fisherman  the  best  improved 
by  the  insertion  of  brass  eyes  in  the  holes  to  pre- 
vent chafing,  and  they  need  only  be  of  moderate 
weight,  as  the  tides  do  not  run  heavy  in  the  bay. 
For  bait  a  few  small  sprat  found  on  the  coast  was  by 
far  the  best.  The  local  fisherman  puts  four  or  six  on 
in  a  bunch,  hooked  through  the  eyes — a  tempting 
bait  for  a  big  fish.  Flatfish  theie  was  in  plenty, 
but  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  lugworm,  owing  to  the 
prejudices  of  the  men.  There  are  five  or  six  boats 
available  of  the  whaler  type,  about  twenty-six  feet 
long,  with  five  thwarts  each,  lug  rigged,  with  a 
heavy  pole  mast,  with  only  one  stay  to  the  stem. 
This  is  stowed  when  at  anchor.  Boatmen,  keen 
and  trustworthy,  working  well.  Accommodation 
on  shore  very  good. 

There  is  good  fishing  ground  for  ten  miles  each 
side  of  the  hghthouse.  There  are  two  rocks  in  the 
bay— the  "  Maid"  and  the  "  Whitemaid  " — but  the 
best  ground  is  certainly  the  ledge,  some  six  miles 
out,  with  a  rocky  bottom  at  six  lo  seven  fathoms 
at  low  water,  mostly  covered  by  giant  seaweed, 
stems  as  thick  as  your  leg,  and  long  and  tough 
leaves.  The  neighbourhood  is  interesting,  and  the 
journey  from  London,  via  Cork,  is  not  a  long  one. 
The  people  are  charming,  and  sportsmen  to  a  man, 
and  if  taken  hold  of  in  the  right  way  are  very 
companionable  and  hearty. 

Mr.  Basten,  one  of  the  party,  added  useful  know- 
ledge, also  Mr.  Howes  and  the  chairman,  who 
went  round  by  boat  together,  and  supplied  much 
additional  and  useful  information. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  as  an  Irishman,  bore  out  to  the 
full  Mr.  Mallett's  reports  of  the  kind  way  they  were 
all  received,  and  declared  that  every  Irishman  was 
by  nature  a  sportsman,  even  if  he  did  occasionally 
turn  out  to  be  a  poacher.  The  customary  votes  of 
thanks,  proposed  by  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  were 
passed,  and  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  announced 
an  ordinary  meeting  on  Dec.  21,  and  a  smoking 
concert  on  Jan.  4,  and  that  the  society's  rooms 
would  be  closed  from  Dec.  23  to  J  an.  2.       H.  P. 
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THE  LOVE  OF  THE  LAKE. 


It  is.  of  Derg  I  am  speaking,  and  after  many 
years  old  memories  crowd  upon  mc  when  I  am  away 
from  its  enthralling  fascinations,  only  to  be  renewed 
and  intensified  when  I  am  once  more  able  to  return 
and,  as  it  were,  inhale  new  inspiration  and  drink  in 
fresh  draughts  of  its  charm  and  loveliness. 

There  is  no  lake  that  can  ever  appeal  to  me  as 
this  one  does.  Perhaps  early  associations  may  have 
much  to  do  with  it,  but  without  doubt  it  possesses 


enchains  me,  enthralls  ■  me,  and  draws'  me  io  its 
lovely  shores  with  a  subtle  magnetism,  which  is  not 
to  be  denied.  There  are  many  spots  in  the  British 
Isles  celebrated  for  their  beauty,  there  are  a  few 
places  celebrated  for  fine  fishing,  but  in  Derg  we 
get  the  two  combined.  The  rise  of  the  May  Fly  on 
this  lake  is  prodigious,  and  in  early  June,  on  a  still, 
quiet  day,  the  "  Leviathans "  can  be  seen  and 
heard  in  every  direction.  These  monsters  only  come 
up  during  the  May  Ply  season,  and  so  this  is  the 
golden  opportunity.    It  is  the  fashion  for  the  dry 


nothing  more  than  a  sharp  tug  at  your  flies 
under  water.  The  rise  of  a  veteran  Derg  trout  is 
magnificent,  that  is  to  say  when  he  "  boils  "  at  the 
May  Fly  with  a  mad  burst  that  frightens  you  out  of 
your  life,  and  almost  induces  you  to  make  the  fatal 
strike.  Then  there  is  that  quiet  "  head  and  tail " 
rise  which  is  most  exciting.  You  are  watching  your 
May '.Fly  floating  on  the  wave  before  you,  when 
suddenly  the  surface  is  quietly  broken  by  a  big  fish 
who  seems  to  glide  almost  out  of  the  water  and 
come  down  head  first  on  the  fly,  showing  the  whole 


The  Bakracks.    My  Tippebaky  Residence. 


A  Fair  Morning's  Work. 
(Largest  fish,  8Ib.) 


a  great  natural  beauty  of  its  o^-n,  which  is  almost 
unique.  Surrounded  by  magnificent  hills,  with 
every  variety  of  outline,  the  lake  lies  calm  and 
impassive,  a  gorgeous  sheet  of  shimmering  light, 
framed  with  all  the  deeper  tints  of  purple  and 
darkest  green.  When  the  early  days  of  March  shroud 
the  scene  in  mist  and  gloom, ;a  feeling  of  awe  and 
eeriness  comes  over  me  as  I  sail  over  the  drear  and 
troubled  waters  of  Derg.  Rain  clouds  and  mists 
are  rolling  heavily  from  the  mountain  tops  ;  the 
harsh  screams  of  the  flying  terns,  the  melancholy 
note  of  the  beloch.  the  weird  cry  of  the  green  plover. 


fly  purist  to  decry  every  other  form  of  angling  but 
his  own  particular  cult,  and  the  very  mention  of 
dapping  is  sufficient  to  produce  the  scornful  smile 
and  the  contemptuous  shrug  of  the  shoulders. 
Nevertheless,  my  superior  friend,  many  of  the  old 
stagers,  men  of  might  by  lake  and  stream,  difEer 
entirely  from  your  noble  self,  and  admit  the  charms 
of  other  methods  than  your  one  of  the  dry  fly.  I  shall 
never  forget  my  introduction  to  dapping,  which  took 
place  fifteen  years  ago.  I  confess  I  was  a  sceptic, 
having  never  tried  it,  and  considered  it  fearfully 
unorthodox  to  fish^with  the  real^fly.    One  week, 


of  his  length.  This  rise  is  the  most  sure  of  all,  and 
you  may  wait  for  three  or  four  seconds  before  you 
tighten  on  your  fish.  Five  years  ago  I  was  lazily 
dapping  with  my  faithful  old  henchman.  We  were 
in  one  of  the  loveliest  bays  on  Derg,  and  the  day 
was  sultry  and  oppressive.  There  was  the  lightest 
air  just|;ruffling  the  surface  of  the  water,  neces- 
sitating the  use  of  thejfloss  silk.  The  fly  was  well 
up,  but  not  a  rise  could  be  seen  near  us,  and  we 
were  chatting  away,  not  even  expecting  any  sport. 
Suddenly  Ijwas  startled  by  the  appearance  of  a  great 
dark  shadow  close  to  my  fly.    I  hardly  breathed. 


The  Beacon,  Lough  Derg. 


A  Typical  Irish  Gossoon. 


and  the  croaking,  of  the  coots  are  the  only  sounds 
of  life  to  be  heard.  Sometimes  the  sombre  curtain 
lifts  ;  beams  of  sunshine  strike  athwart  the  hills, 
and  for  an  instant  the  heather-clad  moors  present 
a  glorious  contrast  of  colour.  In  the  extreme 
distance  the  deep  blue  of  the  far  mountains  merges 
into  the  rich  crimson  and  orange  of  the  nearer  hill- 
sides, and  a  pathway  of  golden  light  shows  where 
the  rays  of  the  sun  touch  a  little  space  of  the  waters 
of  Derg.  Constantly  changing,  each  scene  has  a 
beauty  of  its  own,  and  whether  storm-tossed,  or 
placid  and  l>athed  in  sunshine,  the  dear  old  lake 


however,  of  the  glorious  sport  put  all  such  nonsense 
out  of  my  head,  and  I  became  not  only  a  convert 
but  an  enthusiast.  Dapping,  scientifically  carried 
out,  is  difficult,  and  requires  more  skill  than  throwing 
an  artificial  fly  on  the  wind-tossed  water  of  a  lake. 
To  begin  with,  your  tackle  is  as  fine  as  that  used  on 
a  southern  chalk  stream,  and  the  difficulty  of  keeping 
your  fly  constantly  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  in 
any  wind  above  a  zephyr,  is  very  great.  Then  you 
have  the  enormous  advantage  of  seeing  the  whole 
process  of  the  rise,  whereas  in  fly  fishing  with  the 
artificial  you  generally  feel  the  rise,  and  experience 


and  in  another  moment  a  thrill  passed  through  my 
whole  being  as  a  monster  trout  took  my  fly  with  a 
noiseless  "  head  and  tail  "  rise  that  fairly  frightened 
me.  I  saw  the  whole  length  of  the  beast,  and  as  he 
showed  himself  in  the  bright  sunlight  I  could  see  the 
dark  spots  on  his  broad  olive  back.  Old  James 
breathed  hard  beside  me,  and  when  I  tightened  the 
line  and  felt  the  responsive  tug,  the  old  sportsman 
yelled : — 

"  Begor  !  it's  the  Father  of  the  Lake  ye  have  on 
this  time  ;  he's  a  twinty  pounder." 

I  believe  he  was  quite  that  weight,  and  believe  it 

[3] 
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to  this  day.  Alas  !  it  is  only  belief,  for  the  monster 
went  off,  as  old  James  said,  "  like  a  sthamer,"  the 
reel  fairly  screamed,  and  the  pace  was  terrific.  Not 
a  pause  for  an  instant,  and  as  I  watched  the  rapidly 
diminishing  bulk  of  Une  on  the  reel;  I  knew  the  end 
was  near. 

"  Get  on  the  oars,  Jim,"  I  shouted  ;  but  before 
we  could  put  on  half  a  dozen  strokes  the  whole  of 
the  line  was  run  off,  and  the  powerful  sixteen-foot 
rod  was  in  a  hoop.  At  first  I  hoped  I  had  turned 
the  fish,  but  the  next  moment  there  was  a  faint 
snap,  the  rod  straightened  out,  and  I  had  lost  the 
biggest  trout  T  ever  saw  alive  !  The  costermonger's 
remark  when  a  hansom  cab  upset  his  barrow  of 
apples  occurred  to  me,  and  I  turned  to  James  and 
said,  "  There  ain't  no  word  for  it."  Lovely  Belle 
Vue  Bay  still  holds  the  big  fish,  as  I  have  never 
heard  of  his  capture,  but  perhaps  in  days  to  come  I 
may  yet  send  him  to  Cooper,  of  Radnor-street,  to 
join  his  lesser  brethren  in  my  museum. 

All  this  digression  waB  brought  about  by  a  "  head 
and  tail  rise."  There  is  a  third  rise  which  is  quite 
common  when  the  fish  are  not  feeding  fiercely. 
This  is  known  as  a  "  suck."  Your  fly  disappears 
without  even  a  ripple  disturbing  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  this  tiny  "  suck  "  is  often  caused  by  a 
very  big  fisL 

Derg  is  not  generally  known,  that  is  to  say,  the 
central  part  of  it.  Killaloe  is  at  one  end  of  the  lake, 
and  Portumna  at  the  other.  The  former  is  well 
patronised  by  dappers,  who  get  fair  sport  during  the 
short  month.  Portumna  is  not  much  good,  as  the 
fish  are  few  and  far  between. 

There  are  hotels  at  both  these  places,  and  one  at 
Dromineer,  but  the  best  fishing  is  where  there  are 
no  hotels.  In  these  days  of  incredulity  and  scep- 
ticism, I  may  not  perhaps  be  believed,  but  I  have 
specimen  fish  set  up  by  Williams,  of  Dublin,  that, 
if  not  records,  are  getting  on  that  way,  and  all  taken 
from  Derg.  Pike  up  to  351b.,  bream  up  to  9ilb.,  and 
trout  up  to  12 Jib.  Where  is  there  any  lake  in  the 
three  kingdoms  to  beat  this  ? 

Well,  I  am  begiiming  to  look  over  rods  and 
tackle  again,  and  hope  to  see  the  old  lake  in  May, 
1905,  once  more  to  gaze  upon  the  tremendous  rise 
of  fiy  and  to  experience  figain  the  "  boil  "  of  a  51b. 
Derg  trout.        •      '  /       ■      David  W.  Pine. 


CHEISTMAS  ON  THE  THAMES. 


A  CONTRAST. 


I  HAVE  spent  many  Christmas  Days  on  the 
Thames,  but  two  of  them  stand  out  distinctly  from 
the  others.  And  what  a  contrast !  One  was  at 
Datchet  under  perfect  conditions,  with  the  sun  so 
warm  that  it  was  possible  to  sit  in  the  punt  com- 
fortably with  one's  coat  off.  The  other  day  was  at 
Kingston,  when  a  keen  north-easterly  wind  was 
blowing  strong  enough  to  wrench  the  punt  away 
from  the  rye-pecks.  As  I  started  away  from  the 
boathouse  about  nine  in  the  morning,  the  wind 
was  blowing  gently  up  stream,  and  the  quarry  being 
roach  or  chub  I  hoped  that  it  would  die  away.  All 
along  by  the  Surbiton  promenade  there  was  slight 
shelter  from  the  rising  ground  at  the  side  and  the 
trees,  so  I  decided  to  make  a  start  here.  The 
water  was  fairly  well  coloured,  so  I  tried  firstly  for 
roach.  ' 

For  winter  fishing  I  prefer  a  good  stream  in  the 
centre  of  the  river,  as  it  drives  the  fish  to  the  quiet 
sections  at  the  side.  But  even  close  in  to  the 
bank  the  stream  was  quite  fast  enough.  The  exact 
spot  chosen  for  fishing  was  opposite  the  bandstand. 
Sport  was  very  indifferent.  Only  half  a  dozen 
roach  in  the  first  hour,  and  during  this  time  the 
wind  had  been  increasing.  Another  hour  slowly 
passed,  and  the  water  had  then  become  so  rough 
that  it  was  impossible  to  fish  any  more  in  that  reach. 
There  was  nothing  else  for  it  than  to  tow  the  punt 
to  Ditton  and  seek  the  shelter  afforded  by  the  islands. 
Those  who  have  had  the  task  of  towing  this  distance, 
though  it  is  not  far,  against  a  strong  stream  know 
that  it  is  warm  work,  but  on  this  particular  day  it 
seemed  almost  impossible  to  get  warm  owing  to  the 
wind.  All  the  way  up  the  waterworks  reach  the 
heavy  stream,  held  up  as  it  were  by  the  wind,  was 
capped  with  white-crcstod  waves.  They  dashed 
against  the  head  of  the  punt,  which  seemed  to  make 
it  quiver.  Not  a  single  person  was  to  be  seen. 
However,  I  towed  on,  well-knowing  that  the  river 
takes  a  horseshoe  bend  at  Ditton,  and  I  must  be 
able  to  find  shelter  somewhere.  As  I  reached  the 
Ferry  I  saw  that  the  waves  had  stopped  tippling. 


but  there  was  a  nasty  roll  on  the  water  which  is 
not  good  for  roaching.  I  pulled  up  at  the  tail  end 
of  the  first  island  and  pushed  the  punt  across  to  the 
inner  side  of  it.  Here  there  is  a  nice  sandy  bottom 
and  quieter  stream.  The  punt  was  fixed  about 
two  yards  and  a  half  up  the  island,  one  end  being 
about  a  yard  from  the  bank.  The  effect  of  the 
wind  was  still  felt  here,  but  it  looked  the  quietest 
place.  The  float  I  used  carried  twenty  shot,  as  the 
stream  required  it.  After  ground-baiting  and 
baiting  with  bread-crust,  I  had  a  roach  of  1  ^Ih.  the 
first  swim.  For  the  whole  of  the  next  hour,  how- 
ever, I  never  had  another  bite  !  And  half  the  day 
had  practically  gone  !  I  had  to  decide  whether  the 
fish  were  off  the  feed,  and  if  I  stayed  there  would 
they  come  on  later,  or  if  I  had  taken  the  only  fish  in 
the  "swim."  I  had  taken  fish  all  day  long  in  the 
same  "  swim  "  before,  and  was  loth  to  leave  it,  but 
I  did  not  care  for  another  hour  to  go  by  without  a 
fish,  so  I  decided  to  rove.  Pushing  up  to  the  head 
of  the  same  island  I  crossed  the  backwater  just  below 
the  Swan  Hotel,  and  then  drifted  down  along  the 
wall  to  the  stops  of  Boyle  Farm  lawn.  Here  there 
is  a  little  lay-bye — seldom  fished  because  it  is  so 
small.  In  ten  minutes  I  had  three  chub,  the 
largest  21b.,  and  three  good  roach.  Then  there  was 
a  lull.  The  rest  of  the  fish  had  left  the  little  eddy. 
My  next  "  swim  "  was  on  my  own  account  at  the 
Swan,  and  then  I  pushed  on  up-stream  to  just 
above  Tagg's  boatyard.  Here  there  was  a  quiet 
eddy  close  in  to  the  bank,  with  the  water  spreading 
a  little  up  what  is  apparently  a  ditch.  Here  I  had 
a  nice  roach  of  lib.  and  a  dozen  smaller  ones.  By 
this  time  the  afternoon  was  beginning  to  go.  The 
wind  was  howling  through  the  trees,  and  it  was 
turning  still  colder.  It  made  one  long  for  the 
Christmas  fireside,  so  I  decided  to  return.  Sitting 
down  on  the  counter  of  the  punt,  I  paddled  her 
into  mid-stream  and  came  along  at  a  fair  pace. 
As  I  got  back  into  the  waterworks  reach  the  wind 
began  to  die  away,  but  the  water  was  still  lumpy. 
I  was  earlier  back  than  I  expected,  and  so  pulled 
up  at  the  large  eddy  at  Messrs.  Budden  and  Hart's. 
This  is  an  excellent  place  to  fish  when  the  stream 
is  fast,  and  I  fixed  the  punt  rather  close  in  shore. 
The  first  swim  down  I  caught  a  half-pound  roach, 
then  another  and  then  another.  This  was  more 
encouraging.  I  put  in  more  ground-bait  and  fished 
on  till  it  was  nearly  dark,  having  had  three  dozen 
pretty  roach  to  finish  up  with.  Then  came  the 
push  home  to  Kingston  and  the  end  of  an  unvar- 
nished tale.  I  have  been  out  in  worse  weather  as 
regards  hail,  rain,  and  sleet,  but  never,  I  think,  in 
such  a  fearfully  cutting  north-easter. 

A  brighter  Christmas  morning  was  the  one  on 
which  I  went  to  dear  old  Datchet.  There  had  been 
four  or  five  frosty  days,  and  this  was  one.  But  the 
temperature  was  settled,  the  air  clear,  and  the 
water  nicely  coloured,  with  sufficient  stream  to 
make  the  eddies  worth  fishing.  Such  a  day  was 
something  to  be  thankful  for.  I  had  with  me  a 
friend  who  wanted  to  be  shown  some  of  the  swims 
in  this  part  of  the  Thames,  so  whether  sport  was 
good  or  bad  we  decided  to  cover  practically  the 
whole  stretch.  The  8.20  train  from  Waterloo 
landed  us  at  Datchet  in  an  hour  and  four  minutes, 
and  after  a  call  at  the  Manor  House  to  wish  them 
the  compliments  of  the  season  we  went  down  to 
the  landing-stage  where  the  punt  was  ready.  Other 
anglers  came  down  by  the  same  train.  Some  went 
on  to  Windsor  and  others  alighted  at  Wrajrsbury. 
How  anglers  seem  to  have  kindred  spirits  !  At 
Waterloo  they  all  seemed  to  get  into  the  same 
compartments,  though  most  of  them  were  strangers 
to  each  other.  A  "third  smoker"  was  the.  order 
of  the  day.  A  general  chat  about  the  prospects 
of  sport  and  the  qualities  of  the  different  swims, 
with  a  few  reminiscences  thrown  in  from  one  or 
another,  helped  to  pass  the  journey  nicely.  "  Merry 
Christmas  "  and  "  Good  luck  "  were  the  toasts,  and 
so  we  went  our  various  ways. 

On  the  raft  we  put  our  rods  together,  one  each 
for  roach,  and  one  for  chubbing.  We  intended 
doing  the  latter  as  we  worked  our  way  down  stream. 
After  pushing  the  punt  over  to  the  Windsor  side 
of  the  river  the  tow-rope  was  attached,  and  we 
started  up  stream  as  far  as  "  Black  Potts."  Below 
this  there  is  a  nice  stretch  of  bushes  on  the  Eton 
side.  As  we  crossed  over  the  stream  carried  us 
down  a  little,  and  then  we  shoved  the  long  end  of 
the  punt  in  between  the  bushes  and  put  a  rye- 
peck  in  at  the  stream  end  to  hold  the  punt  up. 
The  morning  was  beautiful ;  the  sun  came  out  and 
there  was  scarcely  a  ripple.  Plumbing  the  depth 
about  a  yard  or  so  from  the  bushes,  we  discovered 


that  there  was  about  eight  feet  of  water,  but  the 
bottom  was  not  quite  so  level  as  I  like  it  to  be. 
However,  the  first  swim  down  with  bread-crust  I 
secured  a  2Jlb.  chub.  Then  the  roach  came  on 
quickly,  and  we  had  two  dozen  nice  fish,  one  or  two 
of  which  went  lib.  We  fished  two  other  sections 
of  the  bushes,  getting  a  dozen  roach  at  each,  but 
no  chub.  Then  we  pushed  into  the  open  water, 
pulling  up  near  an  old  stump  of  a  tree  on  the  same 
side  of  the  river  where  the  stream  looked  just  the 
thing  for  roaching.  But  we  only  had  a  couple  of 
fish,  so  paddled  tlirough  the  bridge  on  the  way  to 
Datchet.  On  the  park  side  we  went  rapidly  along 
the  camp-sheathing  on  the  Windior  Great  Park  side, 
stopping  to  try  pith  and  brains  with  our  chub 
tackle  in  the  eddy  at  the  end  of  the  woodwork. 
We  had  three  fish,  but  nothing  large.  Then  there 
was  a  nice  roach  swim  just,  below  the  culvert. 
Here  we  had  a  dozen  fish,  and  then  pushed  on  again, 
passing  by  the  landing-stage  and  not  stopping  till 
we  arrived  at  the  "  Image""  swim.  This  is  a  good 
eddy,  with  a  bottom  which  rises  a  little  at  the  end, 
though  there  is  a  good  distance  one  can  fish  before 
the  float  is  interfered  with.  This  proved  a  good 
place,  and  we  could  fish  in  our  shirt-sleeves,  the 
temperature  being  quite  mild  and  the  sun  warm. 
We  stayed  here  two  hours  and  then  passed  through 
the  bridge  and  tried  the  bushes  below.  Here  we 
got  our  largest  roach,  one  of  IJlb.  and  four  about 
lib.  each.  After  this  we  went  down  to  the  island. 
We  could  not  risk  the  top  end  as  the  stream  was 
too  fast,  but  half  an  hour's  fishing  at  the  back 
eddy,  on  the  inside  of  the  island,  accounted  for  some 
nice  roach  and  one  chub.  This  was  as  far  as  we 
could  manage  in  the  day,  and  as  we  intended  trying 
another  place  on  our  way  back,  it  was  time  to  start. 
We  pushed  up  along  the  bushes,  and  after  passing 
under  the  bridge  we  crossed  over  to  the  park  side 
and  towed  back.  As  it  was  getting  rather  late  we 
did  not  revisit  our  old  flame — the  "  Image  " — 
but  waited  till  we  got  opposite  the  landing-stage 
again.  Paddling  across,  we  put  in  the  punt  poles 
at  the  eddy  near  the  green  and  fished  till  it  was 
time  to  pack  up.  There  were  eight  dozen  roach  in 
the  well  and  two  chub  large  enough  to  keep.  We 
only  kept  the  roach  over  Jib.  each,  and  they  made 
a  grand  show.  Thus  there  was  a  contrast  which 
should  satisfy  any  coarse  fisherman,  and  I  hope  that 
in  relating  my  experiences  those  who  read  them 
may  discover  a  few  good  places  to  fish,  both  at 
Ditton  and  Datchet,  and  that  they  will — if  they 
want  it— get  as  good  a  Christmas  Day's  sport  as 
I  did.  P.  H.  Amphlett. 


KNOTTING  AND  SPLICING  EOPES 
AND  COED  AGE. 


Messrs.  Cassell  and  Company  send  us  a  very 
fully- illustrated  little  work  entitled  "  Knotting  and 
SpUcing  Ropes  and  Cordage,"  edited  by  Mr.  Paul 
N.  Hasluck,  who,  in  his  preface,  says:  "The  work 
contains,  in  a  form  convenient  for  everyday  use,  a 
comprehensive  digest  of  the  information  on  knotting 
and  splicing  ropes  and  cordage  scattered  over  more 
than  20,000  columns  of  Work — one  of  the  journals 
it  is  my  fortune  to  edit — and  supplies  concise  infor- 
mation on  the  details  of  the  subjects  on  which  it 
treats."  The  work  will  be  very  useful  to  anglers, 
especially  those  who  sail  boats,  but  it  would  have 
been  more  so  had  it  contained  the  fishing  knots, 
etc.,  given  in  our  columns  a  year  or  so  ago.  It  has 
a  full  index,  and  is  produced  in  the  attractive  style 
we  expect  from  Messrs.  Cassell  &  Co. 


FEOM  CANADA. 

The  Belleville  (Ontario)  Baili/  InMligencer  says 
in  its  issue  of  Nov.  26  : — 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Templeton,  secretary  of  the  Forest 
and  Stream  Club,  is  entitled  to  a  gr^at  deal  of  credit 
for  the  energetic  manner  in  which  he  keeps  Belleville 
and  the  Bay  of  Quinte  before  the  sportsmen  of  the 
world  through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  London, 
England,  and  the  American  Field,  both  of  which 
excellent  publications  have  a  wide  circulation,  are 
ably  edited,  and  are  not  confined  in  their  subject 
matter  to  any  one  limited  locality. 

"The  resolutions  recently  passed  here  regarding  the 
late  Major  Casswell,  and  regarding  the  advisability 
of  suppressing  net  fishing  in  the  bay  during  the 
spring  season,  are  copied  and  commented  on." 
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PEACTICAL  WINTEE  FISHING. 

The  reoent  frosts  have  rotted  subaqueous  weeds, 
and  pike  by  now  have  vacated  the  sedges,  their 
usual  harbouring  places,  and  taken  to  the  open 
waters.  Perch  also  will  have  left  the  decaying  lily- 
pads,  their  autumn  homes,  and  may  be  found  in 
quiet  streams  and  eddies.  Rivers  and  lakes  are  in 
fine  fishable  order,  and  in  the  absence  of  floods  and 
thick  water,  good  sport  may  be  anticipated  for 
Christmas,  and  during  the  New  Year  full  creels 
should  also  reward  those  anglers  who  delight  in 
winter  fishing  for  roach  and  chub. 

My  old  angling  companion,  the  late  J.  W.  Gant 
always  carried  a  small  thermometer  with  which  to 
test  the  temperature  of  the  water  in  frosty  weather 
if  it  was  about  4deg.  warmer  than  the  air,  the 
pike  invariably  were  hungry  and  fed  well.  In 
similar  conditions  of  weather  and  water,  one  January 
day  we  caught  in  Shiplake  deeps  seventeen  pike 
including  fish  of  181b.,  I5lb.,  and  121b.    The  air 
was  so  keen  it  killed  our  live  baits  if  lifted  too 
frequently  from  the  water ;  and  we  only  kept  our 
lines  in  ply  by  placing  small  plugs  of  wadding 
saturated  with  castor-oil  in  our  rod  rings,  which 
greased  and  kept  our  lines  from  freezing.    I  recom- 
mend Moulsford,   Goring,   Pangboume,  Sonning, 
Shiplake,  and  Great  Marlow  as  the  most  likely 
places  on  the  Thames  for  pike,  perch,  and  chub 
fishing ;   at  all  of  which  places  attendants  with 
punts  may  be  hired.    Roach  swims  abound  all 
along  the  river  banks,  requiring  no  punt  to  negotiate 
them ;  but  in  order  to  fish  the  backwaters,  where 
pike  and  perch  usually  congregate  in  the  winter 
months,  most  of  which  places  are  on  the  far  side  of 
the  river  from  the  towing-path,  a  punt  or  boat  is 
indispensable.    If  fishing  from  the  bank,  as  pike, 
in  fine  open  weather,  often  lie  close  in  to  the  side, 
under  cover  of  sedges  and  beds  of  rush  and  reeds, 
should  the  angler  approach  in  full  view  or  with 
heavy,  incautious  tread,  if  a  pike  is  lying  near,  it 
is  almost  certain  the  fish  will  shoot  out  into  the 
deejier  parts   of  the   river.    When  "spinning, 
having  gained  a  likely  spot,  the  angler  should  reel 
off  some  loose  line,  letting  it  faU  clear  of  roots, 
rushes,  or  other  obstructions,  to  his  left  side,  and 
then  cast  his  bait  quietly  with  as  little  splash  as 
possible,  first  to  the  right  and  then  to  the  left, 
and  thus  to  cover  the  water  with  preliminary  casts, 
which  need  not  exceed  twelve  or  fifteen  yards 
If  success  is  not  forthcoming,  draw  ofi  line  yard  by 
yard  from  the  reel,  make  longer  casts,  and  fish  all 
the  further  water.    As  soon  as  the  bait  falls,  let  it 
sink  a  little  under  the  surface,  then  draw  it  with 
the  left  hand  across  and  against  the  current  with 
long  regular  strokes,  taking  care  to  keep  the  rod  top 
down  near  the  water  ;  a  quick  draw  of  the  rod  point 
now  and  then  adds  brilliancy  to  the  "  spin,"  and 
frequently  tempts  a  pike  to  seize  the  lure.  In 
shallow  weedy  waters,  a  slight  raising  of  the  rod 
top  causes  the  bait  to  "  spin  "  nearer  the  surface. 
Spin  the  "  lure  "  right  up  to  the  bank,  for  it  often 
happens  that  both  pike  and  perch  will  follow  the 
bait  out  from  the  deeps  and  take  it  quite  close 
home.    When  a  pike  seizes  the  lure,  which  is  at 
once  plainly  perceptible,  strike  immediately  with 
the  line  taut,  or,  rather,  give  a  firm  and  decided 
draw  with  the  rod  top,  and  so  fix  the  hooks  fast  in 
his  jaws,  and,  having  done  so,  handle  the  pike, 
if  a  large  one,  with  discretion.    Keep  your  prey  on 
a  tight  line,  and  as  far  away  as  you  can  from  beds 
of  weeds,  sunken  boughs,  and  other  dangerous 
places.    Watch  him  warily,  and  if  he  makes  a 
determined  rush  give  line  off  the  reel,  letting  no 
slack  lie  loosely  about  at  the  risk  of  getting  entangled 
in  coat-buttons  or  under  your  feet.    When  the 
pike  shows  his  broadside  at  the  surface,  and  is 
fairly  played  out,  draw  him  close  to  the  bank  or 
your  punt  by  the  aid  of  the  reel,  not  by  your  hand, 
and  gaff  the  fish  with  all  speed.    For  spinning  no 
baits  are  so  attractive  as  small  dace  about  5in. 
long,  and  next  to  them  gudgeon.    Failing  natural 
baits,  4in.  Phantoms  or  Wagtails  and  the  Convblute 
Eel  bait  are  excellent  substitutes,  the  last-mentioned 
bait  is  well-nigh  indestructible.    Paternoster  fishing 
is  by  the  followirij^  method  : — To  the  running-line 
loop  a  four-feet  long  trace  of  stout  gut,  round  and 
free  from  blemishes ;  to  a  loop  at  the  bottom  end 
of  it,  attach  a  pear-shaped  lead  of  about  ^oz. 
weight,  by  slipping  the  gut  loop  through  the  brass 
eye  and  over  the  extremity  of  the  plummet,  and 
then  drawing  it  tight.    At  18in.  or  so  above  the 
plummet  tie  a  loop  in  the  trace,  to  which  affix  the 
paternoster  hook,  a  single  No.  10  square-bend  hook 
bound  on  to  12in.  of  No.  0  or  No.  1  platinum  gimp, 


in  preference  to  brass  or  white  metal,  as  they 
glitter  too  much  in  the  water,  and  thus  are 
ob.iectionable.    (See  illustration.) 

The  most  attractive  bait  is  a  4Jin.  dace,  and 
failing  that,  a  small  roach  or  large  gudgeon.  The 
bait  should  be  hooked  through  both  lips,  the 
bottom  one  first ;  they  can  breathe  very  well 
hooked  this  way  on  a  square  bend,  and  live  a  long 
time  in  the  water.  Draw  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
line  from  the  reel  and  cast  out  the  bait  with  a 
gentle  swing,  without  splashing,  into  likely  places, 
such  as  round  the  edge  of  reed-beds  and  sedges, 
into  quiet  comers,  under  overhanging  boughs  and 
deep,  still  pools- — all  such  places  being  usually  the 
haunts  of  pike.  Let  the  plummet  reach  the  bottom, 
then  slowly  lift  and  sink  the  rod  top,  quietly  drawing 
in  line  either  on  to  the  palm  of  your  left  hand  or  on 
to  the  reel,  and  keeping  the  line  moderately  taut. 
By  this  process  search  all  the  water  within  reach, 
and  if  with  no  result,  then  make  longer  casts  and 
fish  the  water  further  away  until  a  fish  ^  is  found 
and  hooked. 

Some  diversity  of  opinion  exists  amongst  anglers 
as  to  the  correct  moment  at  which  to  strike  when  a 


bite  is  felt ;  but  few  mistakes  will  be  made  in 
striking  if  the  angler  feels  a  good  fair  pull.  On 
some  days  pike  appear  to  be  very  fastidious  in 
feeding,  on  others  they  are  ravenous,  moving  off  at 
once,  haying  gulped  the  bait.  Should  this  happen- 
as  the  pike  may  prove  to  be  a  fifteen  or  twenty 
pounder — get  the  line  as  quickly  as  is  possible  on  to 
your  reel  and  prepare  for  a  battle  royal,"  not 
much  inferior  to  that  given  by  a  salmon  of  similar 
size,  which  experts  say  may  be  or  should  be  played 
and  trot  to  gaff  at  the  rate  of  "  a  minute  for  each 
pound  weight." 

When  a  pike  moves  off  with  the  bait,  draw  the 
rod  smartly  in  a  contrary  direction  to  that  taken  by 
the  fish,  and  the  chances  are  it  will  be  securely 
hooked  at  the  angle  of  the  upper  and  lower  jaw, 
where  the  hold  is  not  at  all  likely  to  break  away;  as 
the  fish  is  not  hurt,  but  fights  against  the  restraint 
of  its  tether,  if  it  is  a  jack  under  three  pounds' 
weight,  unhook  it  carefully,  and  return  it  uninjured 
to  the  water  to  grow  larger  and  provide  future 
sport.  All  anglers  who  fish  fairly  invariably  do 
this  Avith  small  fish.  Another  way  to  angle  for  pike, 
especially  when  rivers  are  clearing  after  thaws  and 
floods,  is  with  leger  tackle.  A  stiff  rod  is  necessary, 
the  reel  should  contain  sixty  or  eighty  yards  of 
line;  to  the  lino  loop  three  "feet  of  gimp;  on  this 
place  a  perforated  flattened  bullet,  and  on  the  end 
of  the  gimp  fix  a  swan  shot  and  swivel  (see  illus- 


tration) ;  on  to  the  swivel  loop  eighteen  inches  of 
salmon  gut,  to  which  attach  a  square  bend  single 
hook,  baited  in  the  same  way  as  described  for 
paternoster  fishing ;  or  a  snap-hook  tackle,  which- 
ever is  preferred.  For  the  bait  use  a  dace  four  or 
five  inches  long.  Cast  out  the  leger  into  deep  holes 
and  eddies,  and  keep  a  taut  line.  The  bullet  rests 
on  the  bottom  while  the  bait  pirouettes  round  about 
in  a  wide  circle  until  it  is  appropriated  by  a  hungry 
pike.  With  the  leger  there  is  no  reasonable  limit 
to  the  depth  of  water  that  can  be  fished. 

On  getting  a  run,  pay  out  a  little  line  and  wait 
a  few  seconds  before  tightening  up  the  slack  and 
striking  the  fish.  If,  after  a  few  minutes,  no  tug 
should  occur,  draw  the  bait  to  another  place,  where 
let  it  remain  a  short  time  to  work  about  in  the 
water.  By  this  method  every  part  of  a  river  within 
casting  distance  can  be  searched,  and  the  capture 
of  a  big  pike  is  the  frequent  result. 

In  frosty  weather,  with  clear  water,  when  a 
gentle  breeze  ripples  its  surface,  live  baiting  with 
snap  tackle  usually  accounts  for  the  capture  of  many 
fine  fish.  A  twelve-foot  rod,  stiffer  in  its  action 
than  for  spinning  and  patemostering,  is  most 
suitable.  It  should  have  upright  rings  throughout 
of  large  size  for  the  line  to  run  freely  through.  A 
Nottingham  "  check  winch,"  holding  from  eighty  to 
one  hundred  yards  of  No.  1  plaited  and  waterproofed 
line,  is  the  next  desideratum. 

The  requisite  equipment  for  snap  fishing  is  a 
trace,  three  or  four  feet  in  length,  of  stout  gut, 
with  a  barrel-lead  on  it,  to  keep  the  live-bait 
a  proper  depth  below  the  pike  float — that  is,  a  little 


under  mid-water ;  but  if  it  is  ten  feet  or  more  in 
depth,  the  bait  should  swim  about  three  feet  above 
the  bottom,  for  the  biggest  pike,  as  a  rule,  lie  there. 
Select  a  bright  and  lively  dace,  place  it  carefully  on 
the  snap-hooks,  adjust  the  float  for  the  proper  depth, 
draw  line  off  the  reel,  and  cast  the  bait  quietly  out 
into  an  eddy  or  pool  near  to  beds  of  waterlogged 
rushes  or  lily-pads  and  similar  harbours,  where  it 
may  be  expected  you  will  find  your  quarry  at  home. 
Pay  out  line  when  necessary,  but  holding  the  bait 
for  a  minute  here  and  there  or  drawing  it  to  likely 
places,  and  thus  fish  quietly  and  carefully,  until 
from  a  big  swirl  in  the  water  and  the  impetuous 
plunge  of  a  pike,  we  know  you  have  hooked  a 
heavy  fish.  Alfred  Jabdine. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  NOEWEGIAN  SALMON 
FISHEEIES. 


Together  with  his  latest  report,  which  applies  to 
the  years  1899-1902,  iipon  the  fresh-water  fisheries 
of  Norway,  Herr  Landmark  publishes  a  resume  of 
the  various  changes  which  took  place  in  that  con- 
nection during  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  As  showing,  amongst  other 
things,  how  fully  the  inspector  appreciates  the 
position  of  the  salmon  fisheries  generally,  and  the 
value  of  English  sportsmen's  support,  a  brief 
reference  to  some  portions  of  the  resume  may  be 
interesting. 

In  round  figures  the  average  aimual  take  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  in  Norway  during  the  last 
five  years  of  the  period  in  question  amounted  to 
1,067,000  kilos,  as  against  507,000  kilos  per  annum 
during  the  first  five  years — that  is  to  say,  an  increase 
of  110  per  cent. 

The  corresponding  increase  in  the  take  of  the  sea 
salmon  fisheries  alone  amounted  to  152  per  cent.,  or 
from  .337,000  kilos  to  848.000. 

"  It  is  quite  otherwise,"  writes  the  inspector 
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"  with  regard  to  the'river'fisheries.  Although  the 
number  of  the  streams  for  which  returns  are  avail- 
able has  increased  considerably — from  fifty-four  in 
the  first  five-yearly  period  to  an  average  of  112  in 
the  last — the  average  annual  take  has  only  increased 
from  170,000  to  220,000 kilos.  Andinthelasttwo  five- 
yearly  periods  there  is  even  a  slight,  although  incon- 
siderable, decrease,  in  spit«  of  the  larger  number  of 
rivers  to  which  the  returns  apply.  There  is  thus  in 
reality — at  any  rate,  with  regard  to  the  last  half  of 
the  period  referred  to — a  decided  falling  off  in  the 
quantity  of  fish  taken  in  the  rivers.  In  this  con- 
nection, however,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the 
salmon  in  our  rivers  at  the  present  day  are  not — in 
spite  of  the  rise  in  prices  and  the  better  means  of 
commvmication — so  efficiently  sought  after  as  they 
were  twenty-five  years  ago.  In  the  course  of  the 
period  imder  discussion,  the  renting  out  of  rivers  to 
sportsmen  (usually  foreigners)  has  become  more 
general  than  before.  And  it  is  sufficiently  evident 
that  in  a  river  where  the  fishing  is  carried  on  exclu- 
sively as  sport,  the  stock  of  salmon  is  not  so  reduced 
as  in  streams  where  the  fishing  is  conducted  with 
other  contrivances.  Nevertheless,  in  the  great  majority 
of  rivers,  it  is  confidentli/  asserted  by  the  residents  that 
the  number  of  fish  has  of  late  fallen  off  very  greatly. 
And  this,  moreover,  is  confirmed  by  the  increased 
difficulty  now  experienced  in  obtaining  stock  fish  with 
which  to  supply  the  hatcheries  with  salmon  spawn. 

"  On  the  other  side,  the  great  increase  in  the  take 
in  the  sea  is  no  proof  that  the  existing  stock  of 
salmon  in  the  sea  along  our  coasts  is  greater  than  it 
was  twenty-five  years  ago.  In  the  course  of  that 
period  of  time  the  contrivances  for  the  capture  of 
salmon  in  the  sea  have  increased  very  greatly  in 
numbers."-  Here  reference  is  made  to  a  table 
furnished  in  the  appendix,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  bagnets  have  continued  to 
increase  without  intermission,  and  that  while  in 
1876  there  were  1750  of  these  destructive  engines  in 
use,  there  were  in  1900  no  fewer  than  7515. 

Another  table,  too,  shows  that  the  falling  off  in 
the  individual  take  of  the  bagnets  has  been  great — 
namely,  from  143  kilos  per  annum  in  1881-85  to 
97  kilos  in  1896-1900.  In  view  of  the  returns  for 
the  period  1876-80  being  less  complete  than  those 
which  have  been  more  recently  obtainable,  the 
inspector  is  content  to  take  the  annual  average 
increase  in  the  total  take  of  the  Norwegian  salmon 
fisheries  at  500,000  kilos,  instead  of,  as  above 
shown,  660,000  kilos  ;  and  this  increase,  taking 
the  prices  that  existed  at  the  end  of  the  century, 
represents  an  annual  increased  income  of  650,000 
kroner,  as  compared  with  the  period  1876-80. 

Further,  Herr  Landmark  estimates  the  increase 
in  the  sum  received  annually  in  the  form  of  sporting 
rentals  in  1900  at  a  minimum  of  225,000  kroner,  as 
compared  with  1876  (300,000  kroner  as  against 
75,000  kroner),  and  the  money  spent  in  the  country 
collaterally  by  the  lessees  for  provisions,  house  roof, 
boatmen,  etc.,  at  125,000  kroner  more  in  1900  than 
in  1876.  "  The  direct  and  indirect  surplus  income," 
he  proceeds,  "  from  salmon  angling  {sportsfisket)  at 
the  end  of  the  century,  compared  with  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  period  referred  to,  amounted  to  at 
least  350,000  kroner ;  and  the  total  annual  surplus 
income  from  our  salmon  fisheries  (quite  apart  from 
business  profits  from  the  sale  of  the  fish)  amoimted 
to  a*  least  a  million  kroner." 

Here  it  may  be  interpolated  that  in  the  report 
itself  Herr  Landmark  estimates  that  apart  from 
the  sums  paid  by  way  of  fishing  rentak,  salmon 
anglers  spent  indirectly  in  1903  no  less  than  1,600,000 
kroner,  a  sum  considerably  in  excess  of  the  total 
sale  value  of  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  annually 
caught  in  the  whole  country — two-thirds  of  which, 
it  may  be  added,  goes  to  England.  In  view  of  the 
above,  and  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  it 
is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  in  connection  with 
future  Norwegian  salmon  fishery  legislation,  the 
interests  of  British  angling  lessees  should  be  con- 
sulted rather  more  than  they  have  been  hitherto. 

The  export  of  fresh  salmon,  too,  has  increased 
greatly — from  an  average,  in  round  figures,  of 
266,000  kilos  per  annum  in  1876-80  to  816,000 
in  the  period  1896-1900  ;  in  other  words,  a  difference 
of  550,000  kilos,  which  at  the  prices  existing  in 
1899  and  1900,  represents  a  value  of  825,000  kroner. 

"  With  these  facts  before  us,"  writes  the  inspector, 
"  it  appears  extraordinary  that  the  great  majority 
of  our  sea  fishermen  should  have  for  a  long  period  of 
years  done  their  very  utmost  to  do  away  with  one 
of  the  main  principles  of  the  law,  under  which  our 
salmon  fisherieslhave  developed  as  they  have  done 
during  ]the  last  quarter  of  the  century — namely,  a 


long  weekly  close  time.  Since  1876  the  weekly 
close  time  for  bagnets  has  been  three — in  some 
cases  four — days  (of  twenty-four  hours)  on  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  coast  and  fjords  where  there  is 
any  salmon  fishing  worth  mentioning ;  and  it  is 
exactly  during  the  existence  of  this  weekly  close 
time  that  the  value  of  our  salmon  fisheries  has 
increased  to  the  extent  of  over  one  million 
kroner.  To  lay  aside  this  principle,  therefore, 
appears  both  daring  and  inconsequent.  And  so 
much  the  more  so  as  in  the  state  of  things  above 
described  there  are  points  which  appear  to  show 
that  the  fishing  in  the  sea  has  already  passed  or 
threatens  to  pass  the  limits  which  are  needful  for 
the  future  satisfactory  development  of  our  salmon 
fisheries.  I  refer  to  the  appreciable  falling  off 
noticed  above  in  the  annual  take  of  the  individual 
bagnets  during  the  last  five  years,  and  to  the  decrease 
in  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  rivers.  If  this  last  con- 
tinues— and  the  greatest  danger  that  it  should  do 
so  lies  in  increased  fishing  in  the  sea — it  is  not 
difficult  to  foresee  that  the  demand  for  rivers  for 
sporting  purposes  will  fall  off,  in  consequence  of 
which  not  only  will  the  values  of  these  decrease,  but 
tracts  of  water  now  let  for  angling  purposes  will  be 
left  on  the  hands  of  the  owners  and  be  fished  for 
commercial  purposes.  Thus  the  stock  of  spawning 
fish,  which  is  already  far  smaller  than  is  desirable, 
will  be  further  reduced ;  this  again  must  diminish 


the  production  of  salmon  spawn,  and  a  smaller 
production  of  full-grown  salmon  will  follow.  In  all 
this  there  is  an  indissoluble  connection.  The 
points  above  referred  to  contain,  therefore,  warnings 
which  it  would  be  well  to  attend  to  in  time.  Omit 
to  do  this,  and  the  results  which  usually  attend  the 
burning  of  the  candle  at  both  ends  will  not  have  to 
be  long  waited  for."  Rtjgde. 


THE  KING  OF  POETUGAL  AND 
MESSES.  ANDEESON. 

That  good  sportsman.  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Portugal,  has  appointed  Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson 
&  Anderson  "  manufacturers  of  waterproofs  and 
india-rubber  goods"  to  His  Majesty.  The  King 
called  at  the  firm's  West-end  establishment  and 
gave  large  orders  for  waterproofs,  etc.,  and  from 
our  more  than  twenty  years'  experience  we  can 
safely  say  that  the  goods  supplied  will  give  every 
satisfaction. 


EXCELLENT  TOBACCO. 

JuDUiNO  by  the  number  of  anglers  one  meets  who 
smoke  Messrs.  Player's  tobaccos,  their  manufactures 
must  be  favourites  with  the  fraternity,  who  are  almost 
to  a  man  smokers.  Recently  Messrs.  Player  have 
introduced  two  new  packet  tobaccos,  very  attrac- 
tively wrappered,  called  Player's  "  Navy  "  Mixture 
and  Player's  "  Navy  "  Mixture,  Medium  Strength. 
The  basis  of  this  mixture  is  "Navy  Gut,"  to  which 
is  added  fine  old  Louisiana  Perique,  Latakia,  of 
exceptional  aroma,  and  other  scarce  eastern  tobaccos, 
the  whole  forming  a  blend  with  a  bewitching  aroma. 
This  packet  tobacco  is  destined  to  have  an  immense 
sale. 


A  PEINCE'S  HEAVY  SALMON. 


The  accompanying  photograph  represents  a 
441b.  salmon  (Balmo  salar),  killed  on  Oct.  12  last 
by  H.R.H.  Prince  Arthur  of  Gonnaught,  from  the 
Braehead  Pool,  on  the  river  Spey,  2|  miles  below 
Fochabers  Bridge. 

The  Prince  was  a  guest,  at  the  time  of  its 
capture,  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  at 
Gordon  Castle,  Fochabers,  N.B.  The  fish  was  a 
beautifully-shaped  one,  and  in  splendid  condition. 
It  is  several  years  since  a  40-pounder  has  been 


caught  by  Gordon  Castle  anglers,  and  of  fish  above 
that  weight  taken  by  rod  from  the  Spey  there  are  less 
than  a  dozen  altogether  on  record.  Prince  Arthur 
accordingly  was  very  fortunate  in  securing  such  a 
weighty  salmon,  which  will  rank  as  one  of  the  heaviest 
rod  killed  fish  of  the  year.       G.  J.  H.  Gassels. 


Scraps  of  conversation  overheard  in  the  hospital 
waiting-room  are  quoted  in  Our  Hospitals  and 
Charities  Illustrated  (Kegan  Paid).  "  You'll  egscuse 
the  libbuty,  I'm  sure,  mum,  but  your  little  baby 
looks  very  sadly.  Will  she  egse^t  of  one  o'  my 
little  boy's  apples  ? — 'e's  got  plenty.  .  .  .  What  was 
I  a-sayin'  ?  Oh !  Then — the  med'cine,  it's  only 
'arf  water.  I  looked  through  the  pidgin-'ole  where 
they  serves  it  out  one  day,  and  I  see  the  dispenser, 
meself,  a-fillin'  up  the  bottles  out  o'  the  water  tap, 
and  I  went  strite  to  the  doctor,  I  did,  and  I  sez, 
'  Was  that  the  way  pore  people  orter  be  treated  ?  ' 
.  .  .  What  did  'e  say  ?  .  .  .  Only  larfed,  and  said, 
'  Better  complain  to  the  Inland  Revenoo  ' ;  I  dunno 
wot  'e  meant." 
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A  CHEISTMAS  DAY  ON  THE  CAM" 
OR  GRANTA. 


Is  company  with  three  other  London  anglers  I 
spent  a  jolly  and  eventful  fishing  outing  on  Christmas 
Day  in  the  year  1896.  We  fished  the  Cam,  or,  more 
correctly  speaking,  the  Granta,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Great  Chesterford,  putting  up  overnight  at  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  Ickleton  Village.  At  this 
time  the  stream  was  a  famous  one  for  dace,  in  fact, 
one  of  the  best  in  England,  fish  of  over  lib.  in  weight 
being  more  than  occasionally  taken,  whilst  roach 
of  21b.  and  slightly  over  were  not  great  rarities. 
I  had  permission  for  myself  and  one  friend  to  fish 
the  late  Major  De  Freville's  and  the  adj.oining 
farmer's  water,  but  I  had  not  forgotten  W.  W. 
and  "  young "  F.,  who  were  then  strangers  to 
Ickleton,  and  here's  where  JVIr.  Fletcher,  the  master 
miller,  came  in.  I  directed  W.  W.  to  betake  him- 
self along  with  "young"  F.  to  the  miller's  house, 
who  would  unlock  the  gate  leading  to  the  water  ; 
told  him  the  exact  spot  to  fish,  and  how  to  fish  it, 
namely,  ledger  with  a  big  lob,  wait  patiently,  even 
aU  day,  for  a  single  knock,  and  if  he  had  the  good 
fortime  to  get  one  he  might  make  certain  of  a 
specimen  fish.  How  true  a  prophet  I  proved  will 
be  shown  later  on.  We  now  parted  company  till 
dinner  time,  not  intending  to  miss  the  good  Christmas 
fare  provided  for  us  by  Mi's.  Flack.  When  recounting 
our  respective  morning's  fishing,  it  appeared  that 
the  miller's  water  had  produced  nothing,  while 
F.  B.  and  myself  had  but  one  or  two  decent  roach 
each.  The  later  fishing,  however,  was  to  be  an 
"eye  opener."  Tea  was  ordered  for  a  quarter  to  five, 
in  order  to  catch  the  5.42  London  train  p  the  four 
anglers  were  well  on  time  at  the  Wellington  and 
again  discussing  matters  "  fishyj'-  To  cut  the  story 
short,  my  prophecy  of  a  specimen  was  indeed  ful- 
filled, the  only  knock  W.  W.  got  all  day  producing 
one  of  the  most  magnificent  dace  ever  creeled  from 
the  Cam  or  Granta.  It  scaled,  five  hours  after 
capture,  exactly  lib.  2oz.  "Young"  F.,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  had  not  a  scale  to  show  ;  but 
F.  B.  had  a  very  nice  show  of  good  roach,  his  best 
a  fish  of  either  lib.  12|oz.  or  lib.  lOfoz.,  I  cannot 
be  positive  which  weight,  and  I  had  some  half  a 
dozen  good  roach  up  to  lib.  So  ended  our  little 
Christmas  outing.  Alas  !  those  red-letter  days 
of  fishing  the  Cam  or  Granta  are  over.  The  waters 
now  are  either  kept  strictly  private  or  are  rented. 
The  Saffron  Walden  Angling  Society  lease  the  mill 
fishing,  and  also  that  from  Mr.  Scales'  three  meadows, 
while  the  present  owner  of  the  late  Major  De 
Freville's  mansion  will  not  give  permission  to  other 
than  his  intimate  friends.  The  London  angler  has 
had  his  day  in  these  waters — fished  them  for  years, 
trespassing  all  the  while,  without  being  interfered 
with,  and  the  result  is  that  the  shoals  of  great  dace  and 
bumping  fat  roach  are  things  of  the  past.     J.  D. 


TEST  AND  ITCHEN  RECOLLECTIONS. 


The  notion  of  jotting  down  a  few  of  my  fishing 
recollections  occurred  to  me  lately,  as  possibly  of 
some  interest,  especially  to  those  who  know  the 
two  Hampshire  rivers,  the  Itchen  and  Test. 

I  threw  my  first  fly  about  the  year  1859,  and 
have  never  missed  a  season  since,  so  can  fairly 
claim  a  ripe  experience  of  these  rivers  and  comrade- 
ship with  the  many  crack  exponents  of  the  art  who 
fished  them,  many,  alas  !  now  in  the  basket. 

The  survivors  are  few  now  of  the  celebrated 
May  Fly  Mess,  whose  headquarters  in  Hampshire 
were  the  Royal  Hotel,  Winchester,  and  in  London 
Simpson's  Tavern  in  the  Strand,  the  latter  place 
forming  the  scene  of  many  a  cheerful  dirmer  in  the 
winter,  and  many  a  wTinkle  the  writer  picked  up 
in  listening  to  the  fishing  yams  over  pipes  and  grog, 

Mr.  George  Ledger  was  usually  the  chairman, 
the  rest  of  the  mess  comprising  Messrs.  Francis 
Francis,  Doddington,  Geo.  Bushell,  T.  V.  Drake, 
W.  M.  Corrie,  and  Dr.  Ramskill.  Most  of  us  got 
the  latter  to  prescribe  when  we  were  sick,  and  no 
tiresome  wait  in  his  ante-room  confronted  us. 

In  the  years  1859  to  1867  there  were  not  many 
pike  in  the  river  Itchen,  but  the  stock  of  trout  was 
very  large,  and  my  father  used  to  think  nothing  of 
bringing  home  ten  brace  of  fish,  averaging  lib. — his 
favourite  fly  was  a  rough  claret  body  of  wool,  with 
starling  wing,  fished  fairly  dry,  and  wifh  two  bob 
flies,  usually  rather  large  Red  Palmer  caterpillars, 
a  cast  that  nowadays  would  scare  the  fish  into 
the  next  parish.  I  recollect  one  day  on  the  Oving- 
ton  shallows  a  trout  of  about  l^lb.  took  his  upper 


bob  fly,  and  whilst  he  was^'playing  it,  two  more 
fish,  about  fib.  each,  took  the  two  others,  and  I 
landed  the  three  for  him.  These  were  the  days 
before  the  Hampshire  trout  had  a  Board  school,  etc., 
to-day  it  would  be  impossible.*  »•■  I     k  ^  i  t»- 

After  1869  the  large  increase  in  pike  was  partly 
due  to  insufficient  keepering,  and  partly  to  the 
outlet  of  the  Alresford  Pond  being  neglected.  This 
pond  swarmed  with  the  wretches,  of  all  sizes  up 
to  241b.,  and  they  soon  made  their  effect  felt  all 
the  way  down  to  Southampton.  [Ten  years  later 
I  and  a  friend  killed  nine  pike  in  this  pond  one 
afternoon  weighing  1101b.] 

About  1878  I  took  a  lease  of  the  Worthyjwater 
(some  two  and  a  half  miles),  midway  between  Win- 
chester and  Itchen  Abbas,  and  though  I  have  not 
the  exact  figures  of  the  results,  I  can  give  them 
fairly  close.  Our  first  season  we  got  only  four 
brace  of  trout,  chiefly  old  siimers  of  IJlb.  to  2ilb. 
weight,  but  we  killed  with  wires,  spears,  nets  and 
trimmers  some  2800  pike,  biggest  221b.  The  next 
year  we  got  about  twenty  brace  trout,  and  some 
1500  pike  ;  third  year,  forty  brace  trout,  and  1100 
pike.  I  started  a  hatchery  on  taking  the  water, 
and  this  now  commenced  to  reward  our  labours, 
as  we  killed  the  fourth  season  160  trout  from  lib. 
to  21b.  weight,  and  the  pike  total  dropped  to  400. 

The  Worthy  water  will  always  be  difficult  fishing, 
the  light  never  seeming  right  in  many  stretches, 
and  the  banks  very  bare  and  exposed,  but  an  average 
season  ought  to  yield  good  fishermen  100  to  150 
brace,  and  it  takes  the  keepers  all  their  time  to  bag 
more  than  fifty  pike,  chiefly  small.  In  some  ways  a 
few  pike  are  good,  as  they  necessitate  the  keepers 
being  always  after  them,  and  patrolling  the  stream. 

To  wire  a  pike  successfully  requires  no  mean 
skill,  especially  in  fast,  deep  water,  and  I  remember 
one  very  amusing  incident  in  the  year  1 880.  The  late 
Lord  Northbrook  and  Mr.  T.  V.  Drake  then  had  the 
Avington  water  beginning  near  Easton,  and  going 
right  up  to  Itchen  Stone,  some  four  miles  of  fishing. 

They  had  as  head  keeper  a  most  extraordinary 
old  man,  William  Lock,  one  of  the  large  family  of 
that  name  scattered  up  and  down  the  Itchen 
vaUfey ;  at  the  time  I  mention,  he  must  have  been 
seventy,  but  quite  active  and  hearty,  and  thought 
nothing  of  staying  out  all  night  after  eels,  in  the 
most  frightful  wet  and  cold.  I  persuaded  a  friend, 
Mr.  C.  A.  W.,  to  join  me  in  a  day's  pike  wiring, 
and,  having  received  the  necessary  permission  from 
Mr.  Drake,  we  started  one  December  afternoon 
from  Waterloo,  arriving  at  Itchen  Abbas  about 
7  p.m.,  and  off  we  went  to  Lock's  cottage,  which 
lay  alongside  Chilland  shallows. 

All  was  dark  in  the  cottage — I  shouted  and 
threw  stones  at  his  bedroom  window;  presently  it 
half  opened,  and  the  muzzle  of  a  huge  blunderbuss 
appeared,  followed  by  a  voice,  saying,  "  You  be  off, 
disturbing  we  at  this  time  of  night ;  I  know  yer — 
I'll  fire,  and  she's  fuU  up  to  the  nozzle."  I  soon 
made  myself  known,  and  fixed  up  a  rendezvous  for 
the  following  morning.  We  woke  up  to  find  the  sun 
shining  and  no  wind,  just  ideal  weather  for  the 
sport,  and  soon  Lock  joined  us  with  jack  poles, 
wires,  etc.  •  I  got  some  twelve  pike  before  lunch, 
best  about  101b.,  but  my  friend 'W.  was  in  despair — 
he  always  pulled  at  the  wrong  moment,  or  failed 
to  see  the  fish  at  all.  At  last  he  said  to  Lock, 
"  If  you  succeed  in  making  me  wire  a  pike,  I  will 
give  you  a  sovereign."  A  moment's  silence,  and 
then  Lock  replied,  "  It's  time  you  gents  went  and 
got  your  lunch  at  the  Plough  Inn,  and  then  we  will 
try  again."  I  knew  the  old  man  meant  to  think 
out  some  dodge  to  earn  that  20s.,  and  I  awaited 
the  result  with  much  interest. 

On  restarting.  Lock  suggested  trying  a  side 
stream,  ruiming  along  the  edge  of  Avington  Park, 
and  I  soon  saw  his  little  game.  A  bright,  clear 
stream,  with  wooden  screens,  or  hatches,  every  fifty 
yards  or  so,  and  no  weeds,  so  if  there  was  a  pike  in 
one  of  these  short  reaches  the  poor  brute  could 
not  get  away,  and  the  veriest  tyro  would  nab  him 
in  time.  I  also  knew  that  it  was  a  most  unlikely 
spot  to  find  a  pike,  unless  put  there  by  some  outside 
agency. 

The  first  stretch  we  came  to  Lock  shouted,  "There 
you  are,  sir,  a  real  good'un,"  and  sure  enough  there 
was  a  pike  of  about  61b.  To  let  down  the  hatches 
top  and  bottom  was  the  first  job,  and  then  my 
friend  had  half  an  hour's  fun,  eventually  wiring  the 
pike  and  handing  over  the  sovereign  to  Lock. 

When  I  got  the  chance  of  my  friend  being  out  of 
earshot,  I  turned  to  Lock,  saying,  "  Very  curious 
thing,  I  noticed  the  mark  of  a  wire  round  that 
pike  before  ray  friend  began  at  him.'-    If  I  hoped 


he  was  going  to  confess  to  having  wired  the  pike, 
and  put  him  in  that  stretch  whilst  we  were  at  lunch, 
I  was  mightily  mistaken ;  all  I  could  get  out  of  him 
was,  "  The  best  of  us  bees  mistook  at  times.  Master 
Willum.  Mr.  W.  promised  me  a  sovereign  if  he 
wired  a  pike,  and  he  did  wire  'im,  didn't  he  ? '-  t 
I  only  told  the  truth  to  my  friend  years  after- 
wards. The  fine  old  man  lived  to  a  good  age,  about 
eighty-nine,  I  think,  very  tough  to  the  last ;  a  few 
hours  before  he  died,  he  jumped  out  of  bed,  and 
though  his  son,  a  very  powerful  man,  was  by  his 
bedside,  he  managed  to  get  out  of  the  cottage  and 
up  to  his  beloved  river.  There  was  nothing  in 
nature  that  old  man  did  not  know  about  the  river 
and  its  inhabitants,  and  I  much  regret  now  I  did 
not  keep  a  diary  of  his  many  valuable  wrinkles  and 
curious  stories  and  expressions. 

Whilst  a  boy  at  Winchester  College,  I  had  a  day's 


Mr.  F.  M. 'Halford. 
a  he  lat  Mr.  E.  Williamson.      Mr.  E.  V.  Corrie. 

fishing  given^me  on"*  Martyr  Worthy  shallows, 
bounded  on  the  top .  by  ten  hatches,  above  was 
Lord  Northbrook's  water.  It  was  very  wet,  and 
grass  long  on  the  banks.  I  fished  up  to  my  boundary 
hatches,  and  in  his'  lordship's  water,  just  out  of 
cast  on  the  near  bank,  I  saw  a  21b.  fish  rising  nearly 
as  steadily  as  the  rain  was  coming  down.  I  knelt 
on  the  plank  bridge  of  the  hatches,  and  threw  all  I 
knew,  but  my  rod  would  not  do  it  by  a  yard.  I 
looked  round;  no  one  in  sight  but  a  cow,  and  a 
big  group  of  blackberry  bushes  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river.  I  crawled  about  two  yards  beyond 
my  boundary,  and  after  two  casts  my  Red  Quill 
was  firm  in  the  fish,  and  a  few  minutes  later  I 
had  him  safely  landed,  and  rapidly  retreated  to 
my  own  territory.  A  voice  from  the  centre  of  the 
blackberry  bushes  startled  me  out  of  my  senses : 
"  I've  caught  you  this  time.  Master  Willum,'-  and 


Old  Lock's  Cottage  on  Chilland  Shaixows. 

then  old  Lock  slowly  made  his  way  across  the 
planks,  pointed  down,  saying,  "  There's  your  tracks 
on  the  wet  grass  and  nary  another  ;  I've  been  five 
mortal  hours  in  that  there  bush  awatching  of  you.'- 

I  tried  hard  to  persuade  him  not  to  report  me, 
and  at  last  tried  to  bribe  him  with  all  my  worldly 
wealth,  some  5s.,  which  he  instantly  pocketed,  with 
the  remark  that  he  must  do  his  duty,  however  sorry 
he  might  feel  for  me.  I  deeply  regretted  my  futile 
offering,  but  knew  I  had  no  fly  that  would  recover 
that  money  when  once  in  the  old  man's  breeches. 

I  have  no  doubt  the  noble  owner  of  the  water 
had  a  good  laugh  over  Lock's  letter,  anyway,  all 
I  got  (besides  the  trout)  was  a  very  kind  message 
to  be  more  careful  in  future  not  to  overstep  the 
mark.  I  employed  old  Lock's  son  John  as  keeper 
for  a  great  many  years  afterwards,  as  well  as  three 
of  his  sons,  and  I  propose  in  my  next  letter  to  record 
a  few  incidents  of  that  time.  The  Otteb. 

Biarritz. 
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SEA-TEOUT  FISHING  IN  MULL. 

____THEaE  are  so^many ^fishings  little  known  to  some 
anglers,  and  on  reference  to  ^angling /.guides  one 
cannot  gather^much  information,  tfiat_many  sports- 
men would  conter_^great  help  to  those  seeking  for 
suitable  quarters  it  they^would  give  an  account  of 
their  experiences.  I  am  afraid,  however,  if^an 
angler  locates  a  good  spot,  he  will^be^very  chary 
about  taking  everybody  into^his  coniidence,_and  so 
we  must_^continue_to  seek  out  our_quarry__as__best^we 
can  ;^possibly  when  these  lines^are  read^perhaps  it 
will  be  an  incentive  to  others  to  give  also  an  account 
of  their  angling  successes  during  the^ vacation  this 
year.  I  trust  tne  rough  outline  l  shall  give  will^be  of 
some  interest  to  those  who  are  in  search  of  sea-trout 
fishing  with  a  good  chance  of  salmon  also,  and  not 
too  expensive  in^  proportion  to  the  possibilities 
of  sport.  Without  further, preface,  I  refer  to  the 
tisnmg8_belonging  to  the  Maclaine  of  Lochbuie,  on 
tlie  Kivers  Lussa  and^  Coileader,  and  on  the  Lochs 
Ardglas,  JEllean,  and  Scuban  in  Glen  More,  Mull, 
Argyllshire.        "  ^  ^ 

'i'ne  lochs  are  fished  by  the  tenants  alternately 
of  Glenmore  Lodge, ^Oraighen,  Benbuie,  and  Loch- 
buie Castle.  For  the  fishing  only  Glenmore  Lodge 
is  the  most^convenient,__^ancl  has  been  erected  con- 
tiguous to  the  lochs,  and  about  midway  between 
the  Lussa  Tails  pools  and  the  River  Coileader.  This 
lodge  has  no  shootings,  whereas  the  others  are  let 
for  the  shootings  and  hshings  jointly.  Tenants  can 
fish(tworodii)therivers  daily,  butfor  the  lochs  special 
days  are  allocated  each  week  to  the  four  tenants, 
with  the  use  of  one  boat,  but  the  tenants  are  allowed 
to  fish  at  any  time  fi'om  the  banks  of  the  lochs. 

The  lodge  L  shall  now  refer  to  is  Glenmore  Lodge, 
and  is  situated  about  twelve  miles  from  Oraignure 
Fier,  where  the  boat  from  Oban  lands  you  in  about 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  daily,  whence  the  drive 
to  the  lodge  is  through  delightful  mountain  scenery, 
passing  through  the  estate  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Duart 
Castle,  one  ot  the  proprietors  of  the  Lussa.  Loch 
JL)on  and  Loch  iSpeive  ^sea  lochs)  are  passed  on  the 
left,  to  tne  right  of  which  is  a  deer  forest,  crowned  by 
Scour  JDerg,  ^i-iiiyft.  high.  At  Strathcoil  the  Lussa 
empties  itself  into  Locn  Spelve,  and  now  turning 
sharp  to  the  right,  from  the  Lochbuie  road,  you 
follow  the  course  of  the  Kiver  Lussa  through  a 
picturesque  wood  of  some  two  miles,  with  the  river 
sparkling  through  the  silver  birch.  No  more  trees 
are  now  seen  for  many  miles,  the  country  being  wild 
and  mountainous  ;  in  fact,  this  is  the  only  piece  of 
woodland  scenery  in  Glen  More. 

The  Lussa  rises  in  Glen  More,  passing  through 
Lochs^Ardglas,  Ellean,,  and  Scuban,  and  is  about 
eight  miles  long.  The  best  salmon  pools  are :  The  one 
close  to  Loch  iScuban  and  opposite  the  lodge  (it  is 
a  deep,  reedy  pool,  sluggish  water,  and  not  more 
than  ;iOft.  across) ;  then  come  a  few  rocky  pools 
wliich  all  hold  nsh,  but  they  are  hardly  worth 
attention  compared  with  the  catches  at  the  falls  ; 
the  ij'ails_  Pool  comes  next — a  wedge-shaped  pool 
half-way  up  the  falls,  the  best  pool  in  the  river 
when  tne  water  is  not  too  strong  ;  then  come  the 
Ladder  Pool,  Yellow  Pool,  and  Ladies'  Pool.  There 
are  no  pools  below  these  of  importance,  but  I 
.should  mention  these  are  fished  from  the  south  side, 
the  opposite  bank  belonging  to  Mr.  Guthrie,  of 
Duart  Castle;  Lochbuie's  water  finishes  just  below 
the  shepherd's  cottage  at  Armasliseig,  and  it  com- 
prises tne  best  water. 

Above  the  falls  both  banks  are  entirely  at  the 
tenant's  disposal,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
stretch  from  the  falls  to  the  Elbow  Pool  opposite 
Glen  Porsa,  where  the  joint  owners.  Colonel  Gardyne, 
Lochbuie,  and  Mr.  Guthrie,  join ;  the  spot  is  also 
known  as  where  three  empires  meet.    Between  the 
loch  and  the  falls  the  fishing  is  of  little  good,  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  salmon  pool  near  Loch  Scuban ; 
as  the  river  is  so  quickly  down  after  a  spate,  the  falls 
are  the  most  profitably  fished.    The  photographs 
destroy  rather  than  illustrate  the  size,  of  these  falls, 
but  they  portray  some  idea  of  their  height :  from  the 
ijadder  Pool  to  the  bed  of  the  river  above  it  must  be 
at  least  30ft.    It  is  a  lively  performance  hooking  a 
good  fish  in  the  top  pool  when  he  takes  it  into  his 
head  to  bolt  down  again,  a  great  many  fish  are  lost 
in  this  way.    I  lost  at  least  thirty  fish  in  coaxing 
them  down  to  the  bottom  water.    As  mentioned 
before,  the  Palls  Pool  is  the  best  on  the  river  when  a 
spate  is  on,  as  the  fish  rest  here  before  taking  their 
hnal  leap  into  the  river.    With  the  force  of  the 
water,  when  a  fish  is  on,  balancing  oneself  on  the 
rocks  above,  you  have  to  go  canny,  as  your  rod  is  in 
tht  left  hand  owing  to  your  having  to  move  down 


stream,  holding  on  by  .the  right^duringjthe^'process. 
Your  ghillie  is  down  below,  out  of  sight,  awaiting 
your  fish  with  the  net :  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
land  your  own  fish.  The  roar  of  the  water  over 
these  falls  is  a  trifle  trying  if  one  remains  any  length 
of  time.  The  other  pools  are  allfgood,  especially 
the  Yellow  Pool  when  its  water  is  circling  round  in 
eddies ;  this  seems  to  be  the  best  time,  when  most  fish 
arej^taken;  it  soon  runs  low  and  clear,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  watch  it ,  daily  after  a  spate.  Of 
coursfe,  during  ajperiod  one  only  gets  a  few  chances 
in  the  month  of  August  to  take  any  quantity  of 
sea-trout,  especially  with  a  river  which  falls  quickly, 
but  during  the  time  the  writer  was  fishing  this  water 
he  had  tho^following  fish  : — One  grilse,  5{\h.  ;  sea- 
trout,  one  5)^lh.,  one  21b.,  two  lib.  ;  and  sixty-six 
averaging  at  least  ^ib.  If  I  had  landed  all  my  fish 
I  should  certainly  have  bagged  130  sea-trout,  but  a 
great  many  broke  away  in  rushing  through  the  falls. 


you  are  just  as  likely  to  get^when  trying^conclusions 
with  sea-trout.  There  are  plenty  of  brown  trout, 
five  to  the  pound,  which  willjworry  you  without  you 
keep  in  strong  water.  The  Lussa  is  very  good  in 
July  and  August,  and  up  to'.October  fish  are  to  l>e 
got.  Most  of  the  fish  caught  at  thesejfalls  were 
fresh-run  fish  as  sea-lice  were  on  them,  as  they  do 
not  stay  long  in  the  pools,  but  go  straight  up  to  the 
lochs.  The  lodge  is  situated^about^ 500ft.  above 
sea-level  atjlshruli,  and  your  only  neighbours  are 
the  shepherds,  and  without  you  speak  Gaelic  your 
conversation  will  be  limited,  but  the  crofters' 
grievances  and  sundry  topicsj^wilUbe  ventilated  in 
due  course.  At  this  point  the  road  rises  to  (j.'SSft. 
above  sea-level,  when  it  begins  to  descend,  and  you 
soon  meet  the  source  of  the  Coileader  running  out  to 
the  west  into  Loch  Screidan,  which  is  a  sea  loch. 
The  walk  down  this  glen  (Glen  More)  is  very  fine, 
surrounded  by  the  heather-clad  mountains,  on  the 


The  Falls,  River  Lussa. 


The  heaviest  fish  seemed  to  have  run  up  in  June  and 
July,  as  the  previous  tenant  at  the  lodge  had  forty- 
five  sea-trout,  weighing  1001b.,  included  in  which, 
on  June  27,  he  took 'seven  sea-trout,  weighing  4|lb., 
2ilb.,  31b.,  2ilb.,  31b.,  3lb.,  and  2^lb.  respectively. 

In  the  early  part  of  August  a  great  many  fish 
were  seen  mounting  the  falls ;  they  were  running 
in  weight  on  the  heavy  side  at  least  5lb.  to  61b.,  but 
all  attempts  to  get  them  to  rise  in  the  lochs  were 
futile  for  some  unexplained  reason.  The  worm  is 
almost  entirely  used  on  this  river,  the  fly  being 
useless  on  this  part,  excepting  on  the  Scuban  salmon 
pool,  when  a  small  Black  Doctor  is  recommended. 
The  water  is  little  discoloured  in  a  spate,  although 
peaty  surroundings  predominate.  The  rod  I  found 
most  suitable  was  a  13ft.  double-handed  split  cane, 
one  of  Farlow's,  a  splendid  weapon,  and  is  as  straight 
as  the  day  I  bought  it,  a  perfect  balance  and  a  rod 
which  would,  if  necessary,  land  a  heavy  fish  which 


right  of  which  is  the  deer  forest  of  the  Duke  of 
Argyll ;  after  turning  to  the  right  below  Cruach 
Choiredail,  2026ft.  high,  you  come  to  Craig,  where 
the  riwr  is  joined  by  the  bum  flowing  out  of  Loch 
Fhuaran.  A  splendid  view  is  now  opened  out,  with 
Ben  More  in  its  misty  mantle  in  front  of  you  ;  this 
is  the  crowding  height  of  Mull,  3169ft.  high,  the 
whole  combination  of  which  makes  a  fine  rugged 
landscape,  wild  and  magnificent  in  its  lonely  sur- 
roundings. 

The  south  side  of  the  river  belongs  to  Lochbuie, 
tlie  other  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  and  but  for  its 
distance  from  the  lodge  is  far  the  finer  river  ;  the 
Rocky  Pools,  on  the  Coileader,  are  about  4^  miles 
from  the,  lodge,  and  to  the  bridge  at  Kinloch  seven 
miles.  Its  pools  are  very  deep  and  large,  and  after 
leaving  the  Rocky  Pools  winds  about  through  flat 
country  to  the  sea-loch.  Below  the  Rocky  Pools 
the  fly  is  the  best  lure,  and  below  the  bridge  at 
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iKmloch  is  a  good  spot  for  sea-trout  at  high  tide. 
Large  quantities  of  sea-trout  are  seen  in  the  pools  at 
( times, as  the  lish  cannot  distribute  themselves  in  any 
:  loohs  as  there  are  none,  so  that  the  chance  of  good 
sport  is  pretty  certain  after  a  spate.  Like  many 
other  short  rivers  not  flowing  from  lakes  it  is  entirely 
dependent  on  the  amount  of  the  rainfall.  There  is  a 
most  comfortable  hotel  at  Kinloch,  and,  after  a  long 


Although  waders  are  not  necessary,  I  found  a  pair 
of  summer-weight  ones  a  great  comfort,  walking 
through  the  boggy  ground  and  cotton-grass.  When 
it  rains  in  Mull  it  will  not  take  very  long  to  make  you 
uncomfortable  for  the  day,  so  it  is  just  as  well  to  be 
prepared  for  these  heavy  rains  and  wind.  For  the 
lochs  an  oil-skin  coat  is  an  essential  article  to  have 
at  hand. 


The  Ltjssa  iit  Spate. 


day's  fishing,  it  is  strongly  recommended  for  a  visit 
before  the  return  walk  home  of  eight  miles,  or  a 
conveyance  can  generally  be  requisitioned,  and  if 
not,  Macdonald,  the  retired  postman  of  forty  years' 
mail  service,  will  oblige  you,  supplemented  with  very 
interesting  reminiscences  of  the  local  history. 
>  As  to  the  flies  used  on  this  river  they  are  various — 
Claret  and  GJrouse,  Green  and  Teal,  Soldier  Palmer, 


A  few  words  about  the  lochs.  It  is  certainly  a 
great  advantage  to  have  the  choice  of  loch  or  river, 
and  one  has  it  at  Glen  More.  I  cannot  speak  with 
much  experience  about  the  lochs ;  I  prefer  river- 
fishing  at  any  time,  as  I  do  not  like  being  held  captive 
in  a  boat  on  a  cold  day  with  its  monotonous  casting. 
I  could  not  succeed  in  getting  the  fish  to  rise, 
although  tempted  with  every  kind  of  lure — only 


The  YF.r.Lovv  1'^ 

green,  red  or  dark  body  with  teal  or  woodcock 
wing  is  killing.  There  are  no  nets  on  either  of  these 
rivers  to  the  writer's  knowledge. 

There  is  one  detail  which  is  advisable  to  mention, 
and  that  is  about  the  footgear  ;  the  walking  is  bad 
and  very  wet,  slippery,  and  frequently  accompanied 
with  those  little  pests,  gnats,  negotiating  one's  nose, 
which  all  belp»  to  make  the  going  uncomfortable. 


IMiirlli  I  riilll'l  rtilfflittillflili ' 

i;b  Lus.sa. 


small  sea-trout  were  creeled ;  the  fish  seemed  to 
have  gorged  themselves  on  arrival  in  the  lochs. 
Inside  one  of  the  sea-trout  secured  my  ghillie 
found  a  rfiedley  collection,  including  caterpillars 
and  dragon  fly  ;  other  anglers  were  experiencing  the 
same  result.  As  a  rule  these  lochs  give  good  sport, 
but  this  year  the  fish  have  not  risen  at  all  well. 
Loch  Arc^las,  the  largest  of  the  chain  of  lochs, 


situated  in  a  very  inaccessible  spot,  is  shadowed  by 
fine  mountains,  the  highest  of  which  is  Benbuie  on 
one  side,  and  Craigben  on  the  other.  It  is  a  very 
lonely  loch,  liut  the  scenery  is  grand,  not  to  say  awe- 
inspiring.  The  loch  is  very  deep,  and  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  long  and  about  300  yards  wide ; 
it  flows  out  at  the  nortli  end  into  Loch  Ellean,  which 
is  also  good  for  sca-trout.  The  loch  is  rather  dirty 
in  places,  owing  to  the  flannel  weed ;  it  is  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  long  by  about  300  yards  wide  ; 
a  boat  is  kept  on  both  lochs.  Loch  Ellean  again 
flows  out  into  Loch  Scuban,  which  is  com- 
paratively shallow.  The  flies  described  for  the 
Goileader  do  very  well  for  the  lochs,  especially  the 
.Soldier  Paliiier. 

Glenmore  Lodgeis  situated  quite  close  to  this  loch, 
which  is  very  conveniently  fished.  There  are  the 
remains  of  an  old  castle  on  the  small  island  in  the 
loch,  and  where  the  LochVjuie's  ghost  is  supposed  to 
reside,  made  historical  by  Sir  Walter  Scott.  I  failed 
to  make  his  acquaintance,  so  I  presumed  he  lacked 
interest  in  piscatorial  pursuits.  In  concluding  my 
description  of  this  fishing  I  may  add  its  enjoyment 
is  enhanced  by  the  unconventionality  of  one's  exis- 
tence at  the  lodge  ;  your  commissariat  will  become 
strained  for  a  certainty,  and  your  larder  will  require 
careful  forethought.  All  this  adds  to  the  change 
from  the  usual  orthodox  routine.  The  lodge  is 
comfortably  arranged,  and  is  quite  out  of  the 
beaten  track.  At  Lochbuie  the  estate  agent  will 
give  all  information,  and  I  should  recommend 
anyone  thinking  of  visiting  Mull  to  communicate 
with  him  as  he  is  most  obliging.  Of  scenery  it  will 
be  hard  to  beat,  besides  the  many  places  of  interest 
around  the  coast.  Sea-fishing  can  also  be  had  at 
Lochbuie.  S.  W.  Oablton. 


A  FISHEEMAN'S  TRUE  TALE. 


I've  paidlt  in  the  Bogie, 
And  dookit  in  the  Don  : 

I've  dee  dashed  dee  the  Deveron 
When  troots  were  "  o£E  "  (not 


'on"). 


I've  waded  in  the  Wamphray, 

I've  feasted,  when  a  boy. 
By  a  small  stream  which  suits  the  Theme 

Because  it's  named  the  Cloy. 

,  The  Milk  I  drank  with  relish 

When  I  rose  up  with  the  lark  ; 
And,  maistly,  cuist  ma  duddies 
When  1  ventured  in  the  Sark. 

A  hermit  on  the  Hermitage, 
But  a  wild  boy,  on  the  Tig  ; 

And,  how  I  loved  to  angle 
In  that  wee  bum,  the  Big  ! 

The  Lord  I,  of  the  Manor, 

The  lessee  of  the  Lyne  ; 
Boyhood  was  but  a  fable 

In  the  days  of  Auld  Lang  Syne  ! 

I've  tummelled  in  the  Tummel 

And  gimed  upon  the  Teith  ; 
I've  threshed  the  bonnie  "  Water" 

Named  frae  the  Port  O'Leith  ! 

Upon  the  Eye  I've  cast  a  fly, 
I've  been  refreshed  wi'  Kale  ; 

Dear  Meg  I  met  at  Me^gat, 

And  I  drank  her  health,  in  Ale. 

I've  laid  my  line  on  Lyon, 

Grew  knowing  on  the  Ken  ; 
I've  jodeled  doon  by  Yarrow, 

I've  whistled  tae  the  Glen. 

I've  "  d  d  "  the  vera  Dee  itsel'. 

Like  ony  Yetholm  tinker  ; 
I've  lugged  troots  oot  o'  Lugton, 

An'  I've  stigmatised  the  Stinchar. 

*  *  *  *  >^ 

I  may  haver  yet  by  Navar, 

I  may  jabber  yet  by  Jed  ; 
But  never  shall  I  tell  mair  lees — 

Sae  .  .  .  !   I'm  awa'  tae  bed  ! 
Glossary. 

Verse  1. — Paidlt — paddled;  dookit — bathed. 
Verse  3. — "  Cuist  ma  duddies  " — undressed. 
Verse  4. — The  game  of  tig,  or  touch,  is  here 
punned  on. 

Verse  6. — Gimed — ground  my  teeth — or  grinned; 
the  Water  of  Leith  is  meant.  E.  M.  Tod, 
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THE  SEA.  FISHING  INDUSTEY 
OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES."* 


His  Majesty  the  King  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  accept  a  copy  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo's  "  The 
Sea  Fishing  Industry  of  England  and  Wales," 
which  has  just  been  published  by  Mr.  Edward 
Stanford,  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Portugal 
has  also  accepted  a  copy.  This  book  thoroughly 
well  succeeds  in  its  aim,  which  is  to  give  a  popular 
account  of  the  sea  fisheries  and  fishing  ports  of 
England  and  Wales,  and  to  set  Joefore  the  people 
of  England  and  Wales  something  of  the  historical 
development  and  present  grandeur  of  the  fishing 
industry.  Although  of  course  not  appealing 
specially  to  anglers,  Mr.  Aflalo's  work  ought  to 
interest,  and  doubtless  will  interest,  a  large  number 
of  salt-water  anglers,  as  indirectly  it  affords  much 
useful  information  as  to  where  sea  fish  are  to  be 
found,  with  some  natural  history  notes,  and  a 
profusion  of  excellent  illustrations,  chiefly  from 
photographs  taken  by  the  author  himself.  The 
importance  of  our  sea  fisheries  to  this  country, 
especially  as  a  nursery  ground  for  the  seamen  who 
man  our  great  war  fleet,  cannot  be  exaggerated. 
Books  on  the  subject  have  long  been  out  of  dat«, 
if  not  out  of  print,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr. 
Stanford  may  be  encouraged  by  the  sale  of  this 
work  to  commission  Mr.  Aflalo  to  give  us  a  volume 
on  the  sea  fisheries  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  also. 
The  book  is  admirably  produced,  and  furnished 
with  full  table  of  contents  and  index. 


SOME  EEFLECTIONS  ABOUT 
AMEEICAN  TEOUT  FLIES  FEOM 
THE  ENGLISH  POINT  OF  VIEW. 

CoMPABED  with  the  United  States  of  America  the 
islands  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  range  in  the 
estimation  of  the  citizens  of  the  Republic  in  the  pro 
portion  of  0  and  00  to,  shall  we  say,  the  smaller 
salmon  sizes  of  salmon  hooks — and  that,  no  doubt, 
is  a  convincing  reason  why,  though  their  trout  do 
not  maintain  quite  the  same  i)roportion  to  ours,  it 


may  be  well  to  classify  in  sizes  the  flies  which  are 
illustrated.  Of  lake  flies  there  are  forty-six,  and 
they  range  from  No.  9  to  No.  13  Limerick,  with  a 
large  preference  for  Nos.  11  and  12.  Of  trout  flies 
Mrs.  Marbury  illustrates  no  less  than  149,  of  which 
three  only  are  on  No.  1,  four  on  No.  2,  four  on  No.  3 
(apart  from  a  few  which  purport  to  represent  some 
of  Mr.  Halford's  patterns),  and  the  rest  on  sizes 
ranging  from  No.  4  to  No.  9,  with  strong  preferences 
for  the  sizes  Nos.  5  to  8. 

No.  1  in  the  Limerick  scale  is  equal  to  about  No.  2 
in  the  Carlisle  round  bend  or  the  Sneck,  which  is 
considered  quite  a  large  size  for  any  fly  except  the 
March  Brown  on  most  English  rivers. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  go  through  the  varigus 
recommendations  published  in  "  Favorite  Flics," 
but  No.  12  Sproat  (No.  4  in  the  Limerick  scale)  is  by 
nearly  every  writer  treated  as  an  exceptionally  small 
fly,  and  many  use  hooks  which  go  into  the  second 
smallest  size  for  salmon  hooks.  From  every  district 
it  is  much  the  same.  One  man  from  Connecticut 
likes  hooks  No.  12  (No.  4  Limerick)  or  even  smaller. 
Two  New  Yorkers  go  from  Nos.  8  to  13  (equals 
from  8  to  3),  and  one  greatly  daring  speaks  of  an 
occasional  use  of  a  No.  16  (No.  1  Carlisle  or  Sneck). 
Curiously  enough  it  is  from  California  and  Oregon 
that  we  get  the  only  recommendation  of  a  No.  00 
hook,  and  the  writer's  scale  goes  up  to  No.  5. 

There  is,  even  among  the  writers  who  advocate 
some  resemblance  in  the  lure  to  the  fly  on  the  water, 
a  curious  neglect  of  any  reference  to  times  and 
seasons  when  one  pattern  will  pay  better  than 
another,  and  the  general  practice  is  to  recommend 
some  list,  generally  very  short,  as  the  favourite  all 
the  season  through.  Several  writers  speak  of  the 
imitation  of  the  natural  fly  as  the  merest  pedantry  ; 
and  one  with  queer  logic  says  :  "  The  notion  of 
ascertaining  the  trout's  taste  for  flies  by  dissecting 
his  stomach  or  of  following  the  colour  of  the  natural" 
flies  in  the  atmosphere  is  absolute  nonsense.  As  an 
illustration  I  have  filled  my  creel  in  the  winter  on  a 
partly  frozen  stream,  casting  flies  off  an  ice-floe, when 
there  was  not  a  live  fly  nearer  than  Florida."  Even 
where  flies  purport  to  be  imitations  they  are  English 
imitations  of  English  flies— Iron  Blue,  Olive  Dun, 


only  more  sporting,  but  more  lucrative.  It  is  sin- 
cerely to  be  hoped  that  the  fly  fishermen  of  the 
States  and  Canada  will  apply  their  minds  to  deve- 
lopments along  these  lines.  It  would  not  prevent 
them  from  using  their  lures,  if  they  cared  to,  at  times 
when  the  fish  are  not  feeding  on  the  natural  insect. 

It  may  be  that  the  enormous  trout  fly  has  not  been 
without  its  influence  on  the  American  light  rod.  A 
great  deal  of  American  fly  fishing  appears  to  be  done 
from  boats  or  wading  in  well-bushed  streams.  In 
each  case  a  short  rod  is  an  advantage,  but  if  it  has 
to  cast  a  heavy  fly  it  must  be  of  exceptional  quality. 
Yet  if  it  be  made  very  stiff  and  heavy  it  must 
deprive  the  angler  of  all  sport  by  at  once  breaking 
the  heart  of  all  except  the  heaviest  fish.  Therefore, 
the  tendency  has  been  to  cut  down  the  weight  of 
the  rod  to  the  minimum,  so  that  the  trout  may  be 
enabled  to  put  up  a  good  fight.  That  this  ideal  is 
carried  to  extremes  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  one 
of  Mrs.  Marbury's  correspondents  writes  with  great 
self-approval  because  he  succeeded  in  taking 
twenty.five  minutes  to  land  a  l^lb.  trout.  A  British 
angler  who  could  not  land  a  fish  of  this  size  on  the 
lightest  gut  in  two  or  three  minutes  would  not 
deserve  to  have  hooked  him. 

Over  here  we  have  much  to  be  thankful  for  ;  and 
in  the  delicacy  of  our  tackle  and  our  methods  we 
extract  a  refined  and  intellectual  pleasure  which  can 
hardly  be  possible  to  the  user  of  huge  flies  and 
strong  gasts.  May  we  hope  that  our  cousins  over 
the  water  will  take  the  steps  which  bring  them  to  the 
same  satisfactions.  Val  Conson. 


A  POST-PEANDIAIi  FISH  STOEY. 


[I  HOPE  thousands  of  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  enjoy  this  yam  as  much  as  I  did. — 
R.  B.  M.] 

"  '  Have  you  read  in  the  Bible  what  happened  to 
Ananias  for  telling  a  telegraph  ?  Yes  ?  Well,  if 
that  flash  of  lightning  had  struck  you,  it  would  not 
have  been  satisfied  with  merely  killing  you.  It 
would  have  buried  you  also ; — yes,  and  paid  the 
sexton.'  "Okpheus  C.  Kerr.'- 


should  be  their  practice  to  have  their  trout  flies  tied 
upon  the  same  generous  and  Continental  scale.  Some 
of  the  most  charming  writing  that  has  adorned 
angling  literature  for  ages  has  come  from  the  pens  of 
latter-day  Americans,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  regret 
that  on  its  technical  side  fly  dressing  has  not  received 
adequate  treatment  from  the  recent  angling  writers 
of  that  ingenious  people.  An  Englishman  not  kept 
abreast  of  the  current  angling  journalism  of  the 
States  is  therefore  driven  to  fall  back  on  two  works 
which,  though  no  doubt  quite  representative  of  the 
best  opinion  of  their  time,  are  perhaps  in  need  of 
some  re-editing  to  keep  them  abreast  of  the  best 
modern  practice  in  the  States. 

Orvis  and  Cheney's  highly-illustrated  work  called 
"Fishing  with  the  Fly"  was  published  in  1892; 
and  Mrs.  Marbury's  still  more  gorgeous  book  of 
"  Favorite  Flies  "  saw  the  light  in  1889. 

"Fishing  with  the  Fly"  contains  no  reccmmen- 
dations  as  to  the  sizes  of  fly  to  be  used,  but  the 
eighteen  lake  flies  illustrated  run  from  Nos.  10  to  12 
in  the  Limerick  scale,  and  of  the  seventy-eight  trout 
flies  illustrated  only  one  is  dressed  on  a  No.  3  (the 
size  of  an  adequate  March  Brown),  four  or  five  on 
No.  4,  and  all  the  rest  on  sea-trout  and  lake  trout 
sizes,  running  from  Nos.  5  to  8  Limerick  hooks. 

In  "  Favorite  Flies  "  the  authors  of  the  letters 
from  the  anglers  of  different  States  and  regions  fre- 
quently express  opinions  as  to  the  sizes  of  hooks  to  be 
preferred,  but  before  passing  on  to  these  opinions  it 

*  "The  Sea  Fishing  Industry  of  England  and 
Wales."  By  F.  G.  Aflalo,  F.B.G.S.,  F.Z.S.  With 
map  and  many  illustrations.  London:  Edward 
Staniord.    Ueiiiy  8vo.,  10s.  net. 


March  Brown,  etc. — no  American  insects  at  all. 
It  is  regretfully  clear  from  this  and  similar 
utterances  that  the  American  trout  fly  is  only  a  fly 
in  the  same  sense  as  a  salmon  fly  or  a  sea-trout  fly  is 
a  fly.  It  is  a  lure,  and  not  a  bait.  It  is  taken  by 
appealing  to  the  spirit  of  tyranny  and  rapacity  which 
causes  predaceous  fish  to  dash  at  some  moving  or 
conspicuous  object.  The  gaudy  colours  of  the 
majority  of  the  American  flies  are  no  doubt  used  as 
excitants.  Used  on  any  English  stream  the  most  of 
them  would  drive  any  self-respecting  brown  trout 
into  hiding.  There  is  no  attempt  to  obtain  har- 
monies of  colour,  such  as  are  seen  in  the  Jock  Scott 
and  other  favourite  salmon  flies.  The  hues  are  often 
crude,  garish,  and  boldly  contrasted. 

These  enormous  flies  must  need  correspondingly 
coarse  gut,  and  it  would  seem  to  most  of  us  on  this 
side  scarcely  sport  to  drag  in  2-pounders  on  heavy 
gut  with  hooks  so  big  as  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  escape.  After  all,  there  is  something  to  be  said 
for  the  sport  of  killing  a  good  trout  on  a  No.  0,  00,  or 
000  hook  and  the  lightest  of  gut  with  a  fly  which  he 
is  induced  to  take  for  his  natural  food.  It  may  be 
that  the  jontinalis  (the  speckled  brook  trout  of 
America)  does  not  care  for  the  natural  flies  of  his 
rivers,  and  prefers  the  garish  mouthfuls  devised  for 
him.  But  if,  as  really  seems  probable,  he  does  live 
on  natural  flies  like  the  brown  trout,  is  it  not  in  truth 
a  far  more  sporting  ideal  to  deceive  and  take  him 
with  a  delicate  imitation  of  the  minute  insect  on  the 
water  than  to  provoke  him  into  snapping  one  of 
these  skipping  monstrosities  which  are  called  trout 
flies  on  the  other  side  of  the  "  rivulet."  During  the 
time  of  the  take,  too,  it  might  well  prove  to  be  no^- 


This  is  not  an  article,  but  a  heart-to-heart  talk 
with  readers  of  Shooting  and  Fishing.  Having 
published  articles  in  many  of  its  issues  during  the 
past  five  years,  some  of  its  readers  must  have 
wondered  whether  all  the  angling  waters  described 
therein  had  been  actually  visited  by  the  writer  who 
is  so  fond  of  rhapsodising  about  the  beauty  of 
Nature.  He,  also,  has  been  made  to  suffer  that  way. 
What  is  here  stated  actually  happened. 

Dr.  Robert  T.  Morris,  known  over  half  the  world 
as  a  specialist  surgeon  and  a  sportsman,  had  tele- 
phoned his  permission  to  call  at  his  office  on  the 
comer  of  Fifty-eight  Street  and  Madison  Avenue. 
There  he  handed  out  a  cigar— one  from  three  full 
boxes  which  he  has  had  made  to  special  order.  They 
will  not  draw  unless  they  are  lighted  at  their  smal; 
ends  ;  while  the  butt  ends,  each  an  inch  in  diameter, 
are  deceptive  and  highly  inconvenient  for  a  smokei 
to  hold  in  his  mouth.  Of  course,  the  victims  light 
the  small  ends,  and  are  made  ridiculous. 

He  suggested  that,  while  he  usually  dined  at  th( 
Metropolitan  Club,  on  this  occasion  we  would  dine 
elsewhere,  thus  leaving  me  to  suppose  that  I  was 
not  well  enough  dressed  for  dining  at  the  stately 
white  marble  clubhouse,  where  if  a  man  falls  ovei 
a  chair  he  hits  two  or  three  multi-milhonaires 
And  the  doctor  was  right.  A  sportsman  who,  ir 
camp,  eats  trout  with  his  fingers  and  pie  for  break 
fast,  when  pie  may  be  had,  and  who  has  a  habit  o 
asking  a  comrade  at  the  trout  table  to  "  pass  ove: 
that  blamed  thing,"  is  sadly  out  of  place  where  th< 
brandy  ponies  after  dinner  are  served  in  a  colourec 
glass  big  as  fifty  tulip  blossoms  in  one,  and  it 
thimbleful  of  brandy  must  be  swashed  about  unti 
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;he  inside  of  the  tulip  blossom  is  varnished,  when 
lie  merely  puts  his  nose  into  the  big  glass  to  get 
the  aroma. 

So  we  went  to  a  clubhouse  in  Thirty-third  Street, 
known  as  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi.  A  roimd  table,  and 
six  other  guests  of  the  doctor  ;  we  were  eight. 

Two  were  visitors  from  Prince  Edward  Island — 
anglers.  Another  was  a  West  Virginian,  who  had 
visited  and  escaped  from  Dawson,  via  Halifax  (Nova 
Scotia),  and  had  the  gold  nuggets  to  prove  it. 
Also  a  well-to-do  New  York  lawyer,  who,  very 
appropriately,  has  an  oflSce  in  the  Lord's  Court 
building  down  to^vn.  He  had  just  returned  from  a 
summer  at  his  fishing  cabin  on  the  east  shore  of 
Lake  Champlain.  Beside  him  was  his  brother,  a 
resident  of  Tacoma,  and  fresh  from  an  ascent  of 
Mount  Baker — the  only  man  in  his  party  of  twelve 
who  actually  reached  that  summit.  He  admitted 
that  all  he  obtained  on  the  peak  was  a  cold  and 
a  bad  fright.  Last,  and  destined  to  be  first,  was  a 
mild  Uttle  man,  meek  as  Moses,  who  was  rather 
silent,  and  smiled  in  an  innocent,  deprecating  way. 
He  had  come  from  the  heart  of  the  Andes,  after 
two  years  spent  in  surveying  mineral  lands  there. 
It  was  indeed  a  cosmopolitan  dinner-party,  even 
for  New  York. 

A  plain,  perfectly  served,  good  dinner — noodle 
soup,  a  finger  breadth  of  broiled  blue-fish,  a  cut  of 
roast  beef,  washed  down  with  a  sound  claret,  and 
vegetable  fixings,  with  "  Brown  Betty  "  and  ice- 
cream for  dessert. 

Let  it  be  xmderstood  that  those  fellows  had 
actually  been  at  the  places  named,  and  were  all  men 
who  like  to  spend  a  hundred  or  two  of  dollars 
during  the  heated  term,  for  the  privilege  of  escaping 
from  town,  and  travelling  a  thousand  miles  to  live 
beside  some  dead  stub  of  a  tree  in  a  wilderness, 
where  they  sleep  on  the  ground,  fight  mosquitoes, 
gnats,  and  black  and  sand  flies,  get  wet  and  cold, 
and  return  to  brag  about  what  a  good  time  they 
have  had.  And  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
stories  which  they  told  over  that  table  were  actual 
experiences,  with  perhaps  nothing  lost  in  the  telling, 
yet  true  stories. 

For  example,  the  doctor,  who  has  been  to 
Labrador  and  Norway,  and  lectures  on  their  wild 
flowers,  said  that  at  Cook's  Brook,  Newfoundland, 
he  and  a  comrade  were  walking  along  a  blind  forest 
path  at  midnight,  in  whose  tangles  and  darkness 
they  met  and  were  charged  by  a  bellowing  bull  that 
chased  them  into  the  branches  of  a  big  spruce  tree, 
under  which  the  bull  stood  guard  until  four  the 
next  morning,  hooking  the  lower  branches,  and 
inviting  the  treed  sportsmen  to  come  down  and  be 
interviewed.  And  the  Klondike  man  insisted  that 
the  bottoms  of  many  Alaska  streams  were  on  top 
of  the  water,  as  so  very  many  rocks  were  visible  all 
over  their  beds,  sticking  their  heads  above  the 
water's  surface.  Another  diner  told  of  a  knife  left 
at  a  pool  on  the  central  run  of  that  grand  trout 
stream,  the  Steel  river,  which  flows  southward  into 
the  northernmost  waters  of  Lake  Superior ;  and 
how,  five  years  later,  while  at  the  dinner  in  Madison 
Square  Garden  the  night  before  the  opening  of  the 
Sportsmen's  Show  three  years  ago,  he  told  a  brother 
angler  about  leaving  that  knife  because  of  his  excite- 
ment and  joy  in  landing  a  41b.  trout.  And  that 
brother  angler  made  him  describe  the  knife,  and 
then  produced  and  returned  it  to  its  owner.  The 
knife  was  shown  to  prove  the  story.  And  finally, 
s  "line  case "  story  was  told  about  a  pair  of 
spectacles  which  an  angler  dropped  in  the  Delaware 
river  at  the  Gap,  and  which  were  found  inside  a  big 
black  bass  a  fortnight  later.* 

Yet  expressions  of  doubt  were  on  the  faces  of 
some  of  the  diners,  as  wo  finished  the  coff'ee  and 
cigars.  So,  as  a  tactful  host,  the  doctor  proposed 
a  "  heel-tap  "  of  some  aft«r-dinner  cordial,  and  some 
further  fish  tales  whose  falsity  should  be  understood 
in  advance. 

"  Boys,"  he  protested  (we  were  all  grey-haired), 
"  draw  your  chairs  closer  around  the  table.  We'll 
have  a  glass  of  Benedictine,  and  fresh  cigars.  Then 
I  shall  order  each  guest  of  mine  to  tell  the  biggest 
fish  story  he  knows  how.  After  you  have  all  had 
the  table,  I  shall  tell  my  story.  It  beats  the  world, 
and  I  reserve  it  for  such  occasions  as  this.  As  I  am 
in  a  class  by  myself,  I  shall  tell  that  story  last. 
Beginning  here  on  my  left,  I  now  seat  you  in  the 
chairs  in  the  order  fixed  by  my  estimate  of  your 

*  Nothing  could  be  better  authenticated  than 
this  incident  of  the  lost  and  recovered  spectacles. 
The  angler  was  J.  Temple  Hopple,  then  and  now  a 
well-known  attorney  who  resides  in  Philadelphia. 


comparative  abilities  or  inclinations  for  romancing. 
Our  Peru  friend  seems  to  be  the  man  most  liable  to 
tell  the  truth  ;  so  he  must  tell  the  first  story.  Then 
the  next  most  truthful  man  will  talk,  until  the  table 
is  circled,  when  I  will  tell  my  story."  And  I 
noticed  with  pain  that  the  doctor  had  seated  mo 
on  his  right,  so  I  should  be  the  last  man  to  talk  but 
himself. 

"  Now,"  continued  this  impromptu  master  of 
ceremonies,  "  everything  goes  here.  All  things 
told  are  to  be  accepted  as  true.  The  tales  will 
increase  in  lurid  verity  until  it's  my  turn.  To  avoid 
giving  mutual  offence  in  case  pained  and  doubting 
expressions  should  pass  over  our  features,  I  shall 
now  have  the  lights  put  out ;  these  tales  belong  to 
darkness."  And  soon  the  burning  ends  of  eight 
cigars  were  all  that  was  visible  in  the  room. 

"  Peru  now  has  the  table  for  a  story,"  ordered 
the  unseen  doctor.  And  we  all  pitied  Peru  as  we 
thought  of  our  own  stories.  The  last  thing  we  had 
seen  was  his  timid,  deprecating  face.  His  thin, 
hesitating  voice  came  to  us,  half  protest,  half  stage 
fright. 

"  Gentlemen,"  he  stammered,  "  I  do  not  know  any 
fish  lies.  Some  of  our  South  American  boys  should 
be  here.  They  could  tell  something  worth  while. 
So  all  I  can  do  is  to  tell  a  true  story.  (Derisive 
cat-calls.)  As  some  of  you  know,  I  have  spent 
two  years  on  the  top  of  Peru,  exploring  for  minerals 
and  surveying  mineral  lands.  A  small  incident  of 
my  life  there  happens  to  occur  to  me.  We  had  a 
camp  well  up  to  the  line  of  perpetual  snow,  in 
perhaps  the  wildest  part  of  Peru.  Everything  stuck 
up  on  edge  about  three  miles  high.  There  were 
two  small  mountain  streams  near  us,  flowing  over 
the  plateau.  There  were  three  other  streams  within 
ten  miles,  but  all  of  them  flowing  under  ground,  or 
at  the  bottoms  of  awful  chasms.  The  scenery  was 
all  right.  We  could  see  the  shadows  of  the  Andes 
extend  out  over  the  Pacific  Ocean  every  morning, 
and  grow  shorter,  all  dark  at  the  bases  of  the  titan 
mountains,  while  their  pinnacles  were  pink  with 
sunrise.  (Applause.)  And  there  we  worked  like 
beavers,  up  in  the  sky,  sixty  miles  west  of  Tarma. 
A  month  before  we  could  fmish  exploring,  our  food 
supplies  were  almost  exhausted.  And  a  man  can't 
live  on  scenery.  ('Amen'  from  the  Mount  Baker 
man.)  The  mules  of  our  supply  train  were  long 
overdue  —  they  had  been  killed,  with  two  peon 
drivers,  by  an  avalanche  half-way  between  our  sky 
camp  and  Tarma.  Our  only  food  was  rancid  pork, 
and  the  abomination  that  I  always  called  '  fry- 
jowls,'  but  which  those  Peru  heathens  called 
fre-ho-liz.  Accent  on  the  second  syllable,  please ; 
they  were  a  sort  of  apology  for  beans. 

"  I  was  starving — slowly,  but  starving  ;  and  I 
demanded  that  Jose,  our  head  cook,  should  catch 
some  fish.  That,  he  insisted,  was  next,  to  impos- 
sible, and  would  involve  much  risk  and  heavy  cost, 
as  well  as  at  least  ten  days  of  hardest  work.  Even 
then  success  would  be  uncertain.  Just  for  trying, 
he  asked  me  to  advance  half  of  his  charge  of  a 
hundred  pesos. 

"  As  it  would  have  taken  a  month  to  send  down 
to  Tarma,  buy  more  mules  and  supplies,  and  have 
them  brought  to  us,  I  handed  fifty  pesos  to  Jose, 
who  left  the  next  morning,  taking  with  him  about 
ten  pounds  of  our  stale  pork,  and  a  long  lasso. 
('  Hear,  hear  ! ') 

"  Well,  gentlemen,  twice  we  saw  him  on  the  pin- 
nacles, chasing  condors.  (Great  applause. )  A  week 
later,  he  came  stumbling  down  one  of  the  little  spurs 
back  to  the  camp,  dragging  a  big  condor.  (Cheers.) 
We  could  hear  the  condor  scream  for  an  hour  before 
Jose  arrived.  He  jerked  a  bunk  from  one  comer 
of  the  cabin,  tied  the  ends  of  the  lasso  around  the 
condor's  legs,  and  fastened  him  to  a  big  wooden  peg 
that  stuck  out  from  one  of  the  cabin  logs. 

"  And  all  we  fed  the  poor  bird  was  water,"  sobbed 
Peru.  "  Put  a  couple  of  rubber  bands  around  his 
bill  to  keep  the  condor  from  screaming.  ('  Great 
Great ! ')  And  no  fish  caught  yet.  and  Jose  would 
not  say  how  they  were  to  be  caught.  Told  me  to 
wait  and  not  ask  questions.  I  often  thought  of 
killing  Old  Foghorn  and  trying  a  roasted  piece  of 
him  next  to  the  wish-bone  ;  but  the  condor  is  the 
turkey  buzzard  of  that  country,  and  to  eat  him 
would  be  worse  than  starvation.  He  starved  with 
us.  His  yells  of  hunger  when  Jose  took  off  the 
rubber  bands  and  let  him  unload  screams  to  cry 
himself  to  sleep,  were  a  regular  nightmare.  Once 
he  tore  around  so  that  I  begged  Jose  to  release 
him  ;  but  Jose  answered  that  he  wanted  to  earn  the 
other  fifty  pesos. 

"  The  morning  of  the^eighth  day  of  Foghorn's 


fast,  he  had  a  fit,  and  screamed  and  walked  about 
like  a  half-dead  bird,  and  then  dropped  and  laid 
still  from  sheer  weakness.  .Jow;  and  two  of  my  men 
carried  him  a  half  mile  Uy  Mic  hole  in  the  mountain 
that  opened  into  a  horrible  gulf  at  least  a  mile  deep, 
whore,  sometimes,  we  could  see  through  the  mist  a 
black,  still  pool  so  far  down  that  it  was  a  nether 
world,  and  into  its  upi)er  part  rushed  an  under- 
ground stream.  ('  Bravo  !  Hurrah  for  Peru  ! ') 
The  men  pushed  the  condor  over  the  rocks  into  that 
hole,  and  let  him  drop. 

"  He  was  so  weak  that  ho  fluttered  and  fell  and 
bumped  and  screamed  all  the  way  down.  (Long 
applause.)  But  Jose  said  he  landed  all  right,  in 
about  two  feet  of  water  at  the  lower  edge  of  the 
pool.  Most  surprised  bird  in  South  America ! 
()h,  you  need  not  laugh  !  I  told  you  the  story  was 
just  commonplace.  But  the  bath  sort  of  revived 
the  condor,  and  he  took  notice  that  the  water  all 
about  him  was  alive  with  small  trout.  Yes,  I  say 
small  trout.  I  am  not  going  to  misrepresent.  So 
far  as  I  know,  no  fish  were  there  more  than  Sin. 
or  9ih.  long.  And  all  that  condor  had  to  do  was  to 
stand  still  and  gobble  the  fish.  When  he  was  full, 
he  perched  on  a  big  rock  and  went  to  sleep.  We 
watched  him  through  the  field-glass.  About  every 
two  hours  he  would  wake  and  fill  up  again  on  trout. 
He  never  missed  a  meal  for  three  days  and  nights. 
(Laughter.)  And  us  up  a  mile  over  him,  jealous 
and  mad,  and  famished.  He  gorged  himself  with 
fish  and  flew  around  down  there,  enjoying  himself. 
The  fourth  day  he  would  take  an  extra  big  meal  of 
trout  and  try  to  fly  up  and  out  of  the  hole,  and  all 
the  time  Jose  watched  him,  lasso  in  hand.  The  last 
time  the  bird  ascended,  he  lit  on  a  ledge  not  30ft. 
below  the  opening,  and  Jose  lassoed  him  again. 
(Cheers.)  More  screaming  as  the  condor  was 
dragged  feet  foremost  through  the  opening.  And 
what  a  fight  he  put  up  !  Trout  agreed  with  him. 
His  craw  was  plumb  full  of  live  trout ;  you  could 
see  them  flop  inside  of  him.  (Cheers.)  Oh,  I 
warned  you  that  I  should  tell  a  true  story.  (Great 
laughter.)  We  opened  the  bird's  gullet  and  took 
out  eighty-two  live  trout.  No,  sir,  eighty-two.  Do 
you  suppose  I  would  lie  about  two  trout  ?  (Ap- 
plause.) We  put  them  in  a  barrel  of  water,  where 
they  tore  around  and  splashed  to  beat  the  band. 

"  Well,  you  know  what  my  first  duty  was.  First 
thing  I  took  eight  trout  and  stocked  the  two  streams 
on  the  plateau,  and  the  trout  have  spread  all  over 
the  Andes.  (Great  laughter.)  Then  Jose  began 
frying  fish  for  me.  When  he  swore  I  was  gorged 
worse  than  the  condor  ever  was,  and  that  if  he  must 
murder  me  it  should  be  with  a  pistol  and  not  fried 
fish,  I  sent  him  off  two  miles  after  a  transit  instru  - 
ment,  and  then  fried  fish  for  myself,  and  ate  more. 
The  fish  averaged  about  Sin.  long,  and  I  calculated 
that  I  had  eaten  27ft.  Sin.  of  fried  trout.  (Laughter. ) 

"  Gentlemen,  I  make  no  excuse  for  my  impru- 
dence. Think  of  my  hunger  and  weakness,  and 
resulting  lack  of  will  power.  Oh,  the  agonies  that  I 
suffered  !  After  lingering  eighteen  hours  in  untold 
torments,  I  died.  (Wild  applause.)  Fact,  for  any 
day  up  there  in  the  mountains  west  of  Tarma  you 
may  see  my  little  white  tombstone,  set  there  by 
the  grateful  Peruvian  Government,  with  a  condor 
carved  on  one  side,  and  a  trout  chiselled  on  the 
other.  (Sudden  jolts  from  all  the  chairs.)  Why,  I 
had  given  those  poor  peons  a  new  food  supply.  That 
is  why  the  Peruvian  nation  granted  me  a  pension  of 
fifty  cents  a  month.  I  should  like  to  say  it  was  a 
dollar,  but  this  is  a  true  story ;  and  if  the  doctor 
will  have  the  lights  turned  on,  I  will  show  you  the 
Spanish  half-dollar  or  peso  that  was  remitted  to  me 
last  week  from  Lima." 

Silence  that  could  be  felt.  We  knew  Peru  was 
again  smiling  to  himself.  Then,  noise  of  tramping 
feet,  mingled  with  that  of  chairs  being  pushed  back 
from  the  table.  As  seven  men  groped  from  the 
room,  they  saw  the  lighted  end  of  one  cigar.  Peru 
was  alone.    We  wanted  air. 

The  doctor  put  me  on  a  Sixth  Avenue  car.  and 
assisted  me  to  BrookljTi.    There  I  reproached  him. 

"  What  made  you  let  him  tell  the  first  story  ? 
What  chance  had  any  of  us  ?  " 

He  lighted  the  small  end  of  another  trick  cigar, 
smoked  long,  and  answered — 

"  I  didn't  know  he  was  loaded.  Such  a  meek, 
quiet,  and  nice  little  man  !  Great  countr\- — Peru  I 
By  the  way.  you  and  I  had  better  go  down  there 
and  take  a  few  lessons.  Think  you  had  better  go 
by  first  steamer,  and  I'll  follow  on  the  next  one." 

What  did  he  mean  by  that  ?  And  what  became 
of  the  condor  t — L.  F.  Browst,  in  New  York 
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IZAAK   WALTON'S  CONNECTION 
WITH  DKOXFOKD  IN  HAMP- 
SHIRE. 

I  HAVE  already  called  attention  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  to  the  fact  that  in  the  November  number  of 
"  Longman's  Magazine  "  there  was  a  most  interesting 
article  by  the  Rev.  Canon  John  Vaughan,  Rector 
of  Droxford,  describing  his  discovery  of  Walton's 
intimate  connection  with  that  place.  Through  the 
kindness  of  the  Canon  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
some  photographs  which  will  be  of  great  interest 
to  Waltonians  ;  they  are  the  copyright  of  the 
Mezzotint  Company  of  Brighton,  except  those  of 
the  church,  rectory  where  Walton  lived,  and  the 
fine  Norman  doorway,  which  Canon  Vaughan  was 
good  enough  to  lend  to  me.  The  church  is  a  pic- 
turesque and  ancient  structure.  The  east  window 
is  of  good  Perpendicular  work,  and  dates  back  to 
the  time  of  William  of  Wykeham,  who  was  Chan- 
cellor of  England  nearly  six  hundred  years  ago. 
The  following  extracts  are  from  the  ten-page  article 
in  "  Longman's  "  by  Canon  John  Vaughan. — Ed. 

"  The  interest  in  Izaak  Walton  continues  un- 
abated among  cultured  people  ;  indeed,  of  late  years 
it  seems  to  have  increased  rath(^r  than  diminished. 

"  It  is  usually  supposed  that  Walton  spent  most  j 
of  the  last  years  of  his  life  with  Bishop  Morley  at 
Farnham  or  Winchester,  and  the  belief  seems  to  be 
based  on  a  statement  by  Dr.  Zouch  that  '  Walton 
and  his  daughter  had  apartments  constantly 
reserved  for  them  in  the  houses  of  Dr.  Morley,  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  of  Dr.  Ward,  Bishop  of 
Salisbury.'  This  assertion  need  not  be  disputed ; 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  after  the  death  of  his 
wife  in  1662  the  aged  fisherman  and  his  youthful 
daughter  frequently  visited  their  friends,  especially 
Bishop  Morley  at  Farnham  Castle,  where  he  wrote 
his  '  Lives  '  of  '  Mr.  Richard  Hooker '  and  of  '  Mr. 
George  Herbert,'  and  Bishop  Ward  at  Sarum,  and 
doubtless  Charles  Cotton,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dove. 
But  in  the  year  1676,  when  Izaak  Walton  had 
attained  the  great  age  of  eighty-three,  his  daughter 
Anne,  the  inseparable  companion  and  comfort  of 
his  old  age,  was  married  to  Dr.  William  Hawkins, 
usually  described  as  a  Prebendary  of  Winchester 
Cathedral.  Now,  this  event  cannot  but  have  greatly 
influenced  the  conditions  and  surroundings  of  the 
old  man's  life,  which  had  still  some  seven  years  to 
run.  But  of  these  seven  years  his  biographers  have 
nothing  to  tell  us. 

"  But  it  has  long  seemed  to  the  writer  that  with 
regard  to  these  closing  years  of  Walton's  life  suffi- 
cient use  has  not  been  made  by  his  biographers  of 
the  details  contained  in  his  will.  This  most  inte- 
resting document,  well  known  to  all  his  admirers, 
was  begun  by  the  old  man  on  his  birthday,  a  few 
months  before  his  death,  '  being,'  he  says,  '  in  the 
ninetyeth  year  of  my  age,  and  in  perfect  memory, 
for  which  praised  be  God.'  Now,  the  respect  and 
affection  with  which,  in  his  will,  Walton  speaks  of 
Dr.  Hawkins,  '  whom,'  he  says,  '  I  love  as  my  own 
son,'  is  most  noticeable,  and  lends  some  support  to 
the  contention  of  the  writer  that  these  last  years 
were  spent,  not,  as  is  usually  supposed,  in  the 
houses  of  various  friends,  but  under  the  loving  care 
of  his  daughter  and  son-in-law,  in  whose  house  at 
Winchester,  as  we  have  seen,  he  eventually  died. 
And  this  surmise,  which  is  obviously  the  natural 
one,  is  not  without  confirmation  in  other  directions. 
The  passage  in  his  will  will  be  remembered — '  I  also 
give  unto  my  daughter  all  my  books  at  Winchester 
and  Droxford,  and  whatever  in  those  two  places  are 
or  I  can  call  mine.  To  my  son  Izaak  I  give  all  my 
books  at  Farnham  Castell,  and  a  deske  of  prints 
and  pictures,  also  a  cabinett  near  my  bed's  head, 
in  which  are  some  little  things  that  he  will  value, 
though  of  no  great  worth.'  It  is  evident  from  this 
passage  that  Izaak  Walton  in  his  last  years  had  some 
close  connection,  not  only  with  Farnham  and 
Winchester,  but  also  with  Droxford,  a  village  in 
the  Meon  Valley  some  fourteen  miles  from  the 
cathedral  city.  At  Farnham,  it  is  clear,  he  still 
had  his  own  chamber  in  the  Castle,  where  he  had 
written  the  '  Lives  '  of  Hooker  and  of  Herbert,  and 
where  he  was  always  sure  of  a  warm  welcome  from 
his  old  friend  of  forty  years'  standing.  At  Win- 
chester there  was  the  Canon's  house  in  the  venerable 
Close,  near  to  the  one  occupied  by  Dr.  Ken,  at 
that  time  a  Prebend  of  the  cathedral,  where  he 
lived  peacefully  with  his  daughter  and  Dr.  Hawkins, 
and  not,  as  his  biographers  have  imagined,  with 
Bishop  Morley,  for  Wolvesey  Palace,  on  the  building 
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of  which  the  good  bishop  was  engaged,  was  not 
finished  at  the  time  of  Walton's  death.  But  what 
was  hisl  connection  with  Droxford  ?  To  discover 
this'connection  at  once  became  the  object  of  the 
writer  when  he  was  appointed  Rector  of  Droxford 
two  years  ago.  PVom  the  ordinary  sources  of 
information  he  could  learn  nothing.  The  bio- 
graphers of  Izaak  Walton,  so  far  as  he  is  aware, 
pass  over  this  mention  of  Droxford  in  almost  total 
silence.    Even  Mr.   Stapleton  ]Martin  makes  no 


Dkoxfobd  Chtjbch,  fkom  the  Rectoby. 


reference  to  it.  The  word  '  Droxford  '  does  not  so 
much  as  occur  in  his  index.  Sir  Harris  Nicolas 
does  indeed  suggest  that  perhaps  Walton  had  a 
house  or  apartments  in  the  village,  which  from  the 
passage  already  quoted  in  the  will  is  abundantly 
evident.  Mr.  Dewar,  in  his  Winchester  edition  of 
'  The  Compleat  Angler,'  is  the  first  to  hint  at  the 
true  solution,  although  he  admits  that  he  had  '  not 
succeeded  in  finding  out  anything  about  Walton  at 
Droxford.'    He  states,  however,  that  Dr.  Hawkins, 


North  Porch  at  Droxford  Church. 


besides  being  Prebendary  of  Winchester,  was  also 
Rector  of  Droxford.  The  writer  had  already  met 
with  this  bare  statement  in  Bowles's  '  Life  of 
Bishop  Ken,'  published  about  the  year  1830,  but 
'  !  entirely  failed  to  substantiate  it.  Repeated 
hes  in  the  episcopal  register,  alike  at  Winchesttir 
aii'i  at  the  Record  Office,  produced  no  evidence 
that  William  Hawkins  was  ever  Rector  of  Droxford. 
The  mitter,  however,  was  happily  set  at  rest,  only 
a  few  wftekn  ago,  by  the  writer's  discovery  in  one 
of  the^CompDsition  Books  at  the  Record  Office  of 


the  entry  of  the  payments  made  by  '  William 
Hawkins,  S.T.P.,  in  November  1664,'  on  his  institu- 
tion to  the  living.  He  followed,  it  appears,  one 
Dr.  Nicholas  Preston,  who  had  been  deprived  during 
the  time  of  the  Commonwealth,  hut  had  been 
restored  to  his  rights  on  the  accession  of  Charles  II., 
and  died  in  September,  1664.  The  living  of  Drox- 
ford Dr.  Hawkins  continued  to  hold,  in  conjunction 
with  his  canonry,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed 
two  years  previously,  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1691.  The  fact,  then,  now  fully 
established,  of  his  son-in-law  holding  preferment  at 
Droxford  as  well  as  at  Winchester,  may  be  taken  as 
the  undoubted  explanation  of  the  connection  of 
those  two  places  in  the  will  of  Izaak  Walton.  With 
the  exception  of  an  occasional  visit  to  Farnhara, 
he  passed  his  closing  years — 

serene  and  bright. 
And  calm  as  is  a  Lapland  night, 
in  the  loving  care  of  his  daughter  and  her  husband, 
sometimes  in  the  Close  at  Winchester,  and  some- 
times in  the  rambling  old  Droxford  rectory  on  the 
banks  of  the  Meon  stream. 

"  And  that  these  visits  to  Droxford  were  of  more 
than  a  mere  passing  nature  may  be  inferred,  not 
only  from  the  way  in  which  he  speaks  of  his  library 
and  belongings,  but  also  from  the  fact,  lately  dis- 
covered by  the  writer,  that  he  had  more  than  one 
intimate  friend  among  the  residents  there.  His 
books,  as  already  has  been  noticed,  Walton  divided 
between  his  son  and  daughter,  mentioning,  however, 
one  or  two  volumes  for  which  evidently  he  had  a 
personal  affection.  Thus  to  Dr.  Hawkins  he  gives 
'  Dr.  Donne's  Sermons,'  which,  he  adds,  '  I  have 
heard  preacht  and  read  with  much  content.'  To 


Dboxfobd  Rectory,  from  the  ICitchen 
Garden. 

his  son  Izaak  he  gives  Dr.  Sibbs  his  '  Soul's  Con- 
flict,' and  to  his  daughter  '  The  Bruised  Reed,' 
'  desiring  them  to  read  them  so  as  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  them.'  One  other  individual 
shares  with  his  children  this  special  mark  of  Walton's 
esteem.  '  I  give,'  we  read,  '  to  Mr.  John  .Darby- 
shire,  the  "  Sermons  "  of  Mr.  Anthony  Farringdon 
or  of  Dr.  Sanderson,  which  my  executor  thmks  fit.' 
Moreover,  among  the  friends  mentioned  in  his  will, 
to  whom  Walton  bequeaths  a  ring,  with  the  motto, 
'  A  friend's  farewell.  I.  W.,  obiit,'  we  also  find  the 
name  of  '  Mr.  John  Darbyshire.'  The  identity, 
therefore,  of  this  individual,  for  whom  Walton 
evidently  had  a  great  regard,  becomes  a  question  of 
distinct  interest  as  throwing  light  on  the  friendships 
of  his  last  years  ;  so  that  the  feeling  of  satisfaction 
which  the  writer  experienced  when  he  discovered 
that  '  Mr.  John  Darbyshire '  was  Dr.  Hawkins's 
curate  at  Droxford  will  easily  be  imagined.  He  was 
evidently  a  person  of  some  position,  for  though  at 
Droxford  he  was  only  curate,  yet  after  the  manner 
of  the  age  he  held  preferment  elsewhere,  and  at 
his  death  was  buried  within  the  walls  of  Droxford 
church.  From  a  mural  tablet  in  the  north  chapel 
of  the  church,  to  the  memory  of  his  first  wife,  who 
died  the  year  before  his  aged  friend,  we  learn  that 
'  Mr.  John  Darbyshire  was  Rector  of  Portland  and 
Curate  of  Droxford.'  At  Droxford,  as  is  clear  from 
the  registers,  he  entirely  resided,  and  the  chief 
events  in  his  family  history  were  connected  with 
the  place.  Walton,  we  may  be  sure,  regularly 
attended  his  ministrations  in  the  parish  church,  and 
took  a  deep  interest  in  his  personal  affairs,  which 
had  been  darkened,  as  the  burial  register  reveals,  by 
much  sorrow.  It  must  therefore  have  been  with 
feelings  of  pleasure  that,  a  few  weeks  before  his 
death,  the  aged  fisherman  heard  of  his  friend's 
second^marriage  in  Droxford  church  to  '  Mrs. 


Frances  Uvedale,'  youngest  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Uvedale,  Kt.,  whose  family,  from  the  time  of  William 
of  Wykeham,  had  exercised  a  wide  influence  in  the 
Moon  Valley. 

"  Among  the  other  friends  mentioned  in  his  will 
to  whom  Walton  leaves  a  ring  as  '  a  friend's  fare- 
well'  will  also  be  noticed  tlie  name  of  '  .Mr.  Francis 
Morley.'  He  too,  the  writer  has  cliKcovered,  was 
a  resident  of  Droxford,  and  lies  buried  in  a  vault  in 
the  north-west  corner  of  Droxford  church,  beneath 
the  floor  of  the  baptistry.  The  Jacobean  manor- 
house  in  which  he  liveid,  with  itf<  quaint  gables  and 
legends  of  fjccret  pasfiage:-,  ir.  ftill  i  tand'nc;  ever 
against  the  rectory,  and  the  gateway  in  the  massive 
red-brick  garden-wall  still  opens  into  the  church- 
yard, through  which  '  old  Izaak  '  aifd  his  compara- 
tively youthful  friend  must  have  often  passed 
together.  Francis  Morley,  as  we  learn  from  his 
marble  tablet  in  the  church,  was  a  nephew  of  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  this  fact  doubtless 
deepened  the  intimacy  between  the  two  men. 

"  The  old  rectory  is  still  standing,  although  some- 
what enlarged  since  the  days  of  Izaak  Walton. 
Part  of  it,  however,  remains  in  exactly  the  same 
condition  as  in  the  closing  years  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  The  floors  are  still  boarded  with  wide 
planks  of  oak,  and  the  leaden  lattice  casements 
remain.  One  or  two  rooms  facing  south,  for  the 
old  man  was  nearing  ninety,  and  doubtless  felt  the 
cold  mists  arising  from  the  river,  may  not  unnatu- 
rally be  associated  with  our  friend.  Perhaps  in 
a  comer  of  the  room  stood  his  fishing-rod  and  tackle, 
for  though  age  prevented  him  from  visiting  his 
friend  Cotton  in  Dovedale,  yet  in  fine  weather  he 
would  stroll  down  the  glebe  meadows  where  the  bee- 
orchis  grows  and  try  his  hand  at  '  catching  trouts  ' 
in  '  the  swift,  shallow,  clear,  pleasant  brook  '  of  the 
Meon.  "  John  Vaughan." 


YOEKSHIEE  COAKSE  FISHING 
EESOETS. 
(By  "Baz.") 

Yorkshire  anglers  can  count  themselves  fortu- 
nate in  that  the  county  of  the  broad  acres  possesses 
waters  which  provide  all  varieties  of  fish  and  fishing  , 
for  their  exploitation.  This  is  not  always  an  un- 
mixed blessing,  for  like  the  young  lady  who  cannot 
decide  whether  to  purchase  a  pink  hat  with  a  blue 
feather  or  a  green  toque  with  red  tips,  the  rodster 
will  often  develop  a  worried  look  and  bewildered 
air,  suggestive  of  wrestling  with  some  weighty 
matter  of  international  import — in  determining 
whether  to  visit  the  Derwent  in  the  endeavour  to 
bag  a  specimen  roach,  or  .to  give  the  pike  a  turn 
at  the  opposite  end  of  the  county.  Should  he 
finally  "  vote  unanimous  "  in  favour  of  the  latter, 
he  will  probably  learn  on  his  return,  jackless,  that 
the  roach  have  been  going  mad  on  the  maggot, 
and  that  his  next-door  neighbour  has  made  a  record 
bag.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
alluring  calls  of  Esox  lucins,  and  goes  "swimming  " 
for  grayling,  he  will  be  sure  to  find  that  the  latter 
are  "  dead  o&,"  whilst  mammoth  pike  are  striking 
in  all  directions.  Such  is  the  natural  cussedness  of 
things.  But  I  am  digressing.  In  the  following 
series  of  articles  I  propose  to  discuss  the  chief 
coarse  fishing  resorts  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  and 
by  mentioning  incidentally  the  "  seasons  "  of  each, 
prevent  if  possible  any  visitor  to  the  land  of  the 
Tykes  from  going  roaching  in  one  river  when  he 
ought  to  be  off  piking  in  another,  or  taking  train 
to  "  Tad,"  when  he  should  be  going  to  Collingham. 

The  Yorkshire  Derwent  holds  practically  every 
variety  of  fresh-water  fish  that  swims  with  the 
exception  of  carp  and  tench.  York  is  the  best 
centre  from  which  to  fish  this  river,  as  early  trains 
run  to  all  convenient  stations.  At  Yeddingham 
(nearest  station,  Heslerton,  N.E.R.)  roach,  dace, 
chub,  grayling,  pike  and  eels  are  fairly  plentiful. 
The  single  fare  to  Hesle  rton  is  4s.  7d.  from  Leeds ; 
about  half-a-crown  from  York  ;  and  something  over 
a  shilling  from  Scarborough.  The  accompanying 
sketch  shows  the  direction  to  be  taken  from  the 
station,  from  which  to  Yeddingham  Bridge  is  about 
twenty  minutes'  walk.  A  licensed  house  stands 
quite  close  to  the  bridge.  From  the  landlord  per- 
mission may  be  obtained  to  fish  a  hole  close  to  his 
establishment  (marked  1  on  the  sketch),  from  which 
scores  of  fine  roach 'have  Ijeen  taken  from  time  to 
time.  If  the  angler  is  desirous  of  going  down 
stream  he  must  follow  the  right  bank.  It  is  advis- 
able to  keep  to  the  road  until  it  crosses  the  beck 
i^hown  in  the  sketch,  and  then  strike  in  towards 
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the  river.  Below  the  hole  mentioned  above  there 
is  a  deal  of  plain  water,  the  next  suitable  place  being 
on  the  shoulder  of  the  second  sharp  bend  lower 
down.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  a  pike 
can  generally  be  found  lying  up  under  the  bushes 
after  a  fresh.  The  slack,  however,  must  be  fished 
from  the  same  side  (right  bank)  as  the  roach  hole. 
Another  capital  eddy  for  roach  is  about  a  hundred 
yards  lower  on  the  same  side.  I  have  never  taken 
a  fish  of  less  than  1  lb.  4oz.  from  this  particular  spot, 
and  many  of  l|lb.  and  upwards. 

Above  the  bridge  are  some  excellent  grayling, 
dace,  and  chub  swims,  and  plenty  of  little  slacks 
which  contain  pike.  The  grayling  here  are  larger 
and  coarser  than  Wharfe  fish,  which  seem  to  be 
built  for  speed.  My  experience  of  this  district  is 
that  the  best  results  are  to  be  achieved  late  in  the 
season — from  November  to  February. 

School  House  Hill,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Derwent  and  Rye,  is  about  half-way  between 
Yeddingham  and  Malton.  The  nearest  station  is 
Rillington,  but  it  will  be  found  more  convenient  to 
book  to  Malton  and  procure  a  conveyance  for  the 
remainder  of  the  journey,  a  distance  of  about  four 
miles.  Grayling,  large  chub,  roach,  dace,  and  pike, 
with  an  occasional  trout,  provide  the  bill  of  fare. 
The  proprietor  of  the  School  House  Hill  Hotel  will 
give  all  information  to  his  visitors  as  to  the  most 
likely  places  to  fish.  It  is  possible  also  to  obtain 
occasional  permission  from  the  proprietors  of  the 
farms  adjoining  the  Rye,  where  trout  and  grayling 


Huttons  Ambo  is  the  next  station  (about  four 
miles)  below  Malton.  In  addition  to  roach,  pike, 
and  eels,  dace  of  Iloz.  and  I2oz.  are  fairly  common, 
whilst  larger  ones  are  occasionally  taken. 

The  next  three  stations  lower  down,  Castle 
Howard,  Kirkham  Abbey,  and  Barton  Hill,  are  all 
on  the  river  banks,  b\it  it  is  necessary  to  get  per- 
mission to  fish  some  parts  of  the  stream  from  the 
landowners.  Some  very  large  pike  have  been  taken 
from  the  Kirkham  Abbey  and  Barton  Hill  districts 
during  the  last  few  years. 

From  here  the  fishing  right  away  down  is  excellent, 
but  difficult  to  get  at  until  Stamford  Bridge  is 
reached.  The  station  is  close  to  the  river.  Should 
the  visitor  prefer  a  walk  before  and  after  fishing,  he 
will  find  good  accommodation  and  genial  company 
at  the  Bay  Horse,  Warthill,  one  and  a  half  miles 
away.  The  proprietor,  Mr.  Shippin,  having  been 
an  old-time  angler  himself,  can  tell  a  good  yam 
anent  the  capture  of  a  leviathan  pike  at  Ulleskelf. 
A  more  convenient  hostel  perhaps  stands  close  to 
the  river  bridge,  its  back  abutting  on  the  river.  It 
is  possible  to  hire  a  boat  from  the  landlord  either 
by  the  day  or  week.  Close  to  the  mill-dam  are 
grayling,  dace,  and  big  chub,  whilst  lower  do'NTO 
roach,  dace,  pike,  and  eels  abound.  In  July  and 
August  good-sized  perch  may  be  caught  in  the 
openings  among  the  weeds,  about  a  mile  down 
stream  (right  bank),  paternostering  with  live  minnow. 
The  minnows  may  be  caught  in  one  spot  and  fished 
with  in  another.    A  capita!  roach  swim  is  about 
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Malton,  from  Riverside. 


[J.  Hodgson 'Cleckhcaton. 


and  aldermanic  chub  of  brobdingnagian  proportions 
are  known  to  reside. 

Malton,  midway  between  Scarborough  and  York, 
is  an  excellent  angling  centre.  From  here,  should 
the  angler  desire  it,  Kirby  Moorside,  Helmsley,  and 
Pickering,  where  excellent  trout  fishing  may  be  had 
"  on  conditions,"  may  be  easily  reached.  Above 
Malton  the  water  is  somewhat  shallower  than  below 
the  town,  and  grayling,  chub,  roach,  and  dace  are 
plentiful.  Below,  the  left  bank  is  free  with  the 
exception  of  a  length  appropriated  by  the  Fitz- 
william  Club.  On  Nov.  12,  I  read  in  the  Fishing 
Gazelle  that  day  tickets  are  issued  by  this  club. 
This  is  not  correct.  Outsiders  are  not  admitted  to 
membership,  nor  are  day  tickets  issued.  The  genial 
secretary,  however — Mr.  Walker — is  ever  ready  to 
"  find  a  way  out "  for  a  brother  angler,  and  to  cour- 
teously point  out  likely  spots  to  a  visitor.  Large 
roach  and  dace  abound  in  this  vicinity.  Grayling 
there  are  a  few,  but  if  the  drowner  of  worms  can 
"  happen  on  "  the  perch,  he  will  get  some  whoppers. 
The  best  swim  for  roach  is  immediately  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  club  length,  just  through  the  gate. 
Here,  three  years  ago  last  July,  I  landed  forty  odd 
pounds  of  roach  and  dace  (largest  fish,  lib.  1.5oz.)in 
a  very  few  hours  on  wasp  grub  fished  over  maggots 
and  bran  and  bread.  The  average  depth  is  from 
ten  to  fifteen  feet,  with  a  fairly  strong  current. 
Whilst  I  have  found  the  river  here  fish  very  well 
in  August,  it  has  done  equally  well  later  on,  Mr. 
J.  P.  Pickersgill  getting  some  fine  specimen  roach 
as  late  as  February  some  three  or  four  years  ago. 
Visitors  will  be  excellently  catered  for  at  the  Sun 
Hotel,  some  five  minutes'  walk  from  the  station.^ 


one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  below  the  bridge,  under 
the  overhanging  trees — fished  from  a  boat.  On  the 
occasion  of  my  first  visit  to  this  district,  I  had  gone 
ashore  and  was  preparing  pike  tackle  with  single 
hook  and  dead  gudgeon  for  eel  fishing — and  there 
are  two,  three,  and  four  pounders  here  in  plenty — 
when  I  heard  a  splash  not  far  away.  On  turning 
my  head  I  spied  a  lad  "  yarking  out  "  a  roach  of 
quite  If-lb.  I  quizzed  him  a  little  as  to  the  general 
size  of  the  roach,  when  he  ventured  : 

"  Nooa,  roaches  doan't  grow  vurry  big  abaat 
heear,  nobbut  abaat  two  pun  and  a  haaf.  Jack 
Pikes  seems  to  grow  bigger  nor  them  abaat  heear  ! ' ' 

I  believe  the  autumn  and  winter  fishing  here  is 
very  good.  Personally,  I  have  always  done  very  well 
during  the  summer  months.  In  order  to  be  able 
to  fish  Elvington,  Wheldrake,  Cottingwith,  and 
Bubwith,  it  would  perhaps  be  well  to  make  Cotting- 
with the  centre.  Anglers  will  receive  every  atten- 
tion at  the  Blue  Bell,  East  Cottingwith  (Mr.  Fratson, 
proprietor),  and  as  there  is  a  ferry  near,  both  sides 
of  the  river  may  be  fished.  It  is  advisable,  however, 
to  postpone  operations  till  after  haymaking  time,  or 
the  farmers  may  cut  up  rough.  I  have  not  seen 
many  chub  at  Cottingwith,  but  the  river  swarms 
with  roach,  bream,  dace,  perch,  flounders,  pike,  and 
eels,  whilst  the  stream  is  backed  up  considerably 
at  times  by  the  tides.  No  experienced  angler  could 
well  miss  a  grand  hole  some  five  hundred  yards 
below  the  canal  end.  It  was  near  here  in  J uly  of  last 
year  that  I  hooked  a  sand-martin  when  fishing  in 
the  West  Leeds  Club  match.  The  little  fellow  took 
a  single  maggot  in  quite  the  approved  style  when  I 
was  in  the  act  of  making  an  overhead  cast,  and  for 


a  time  fought  gamely.  Needless  to  say,  he  was 
carefully  hauled  in,  the  hook  gently  removed  from 
his  bill,  and  our  little  friend  set  at  liberty  to  Join 
his  twittering  mates.  ■.='  •*  / 

Some  little  di'stance  up  the  river  a  beck  joins  the 
bigger  stream.  The  footbridge  crossing  it  has  been 
aptly  termed  "  Jack  Bridge,"  for,  go  when  you  will, 
you  will  always  find  a  pike  there. 

The  Pocklington  Canal  joins  the  river  at^East 
Cottingwith,  and  may  be  fished  at  5s.  a  day;  tickets 
to  be  obtained  from  the  York  Angling  Association. 
Having  fished  the  canal  at  Melbourne,  four  miles 


away,  I  concluded  that  the  price  was  far  too 
heavy.  Fish  there  are  in  plenty,  but  they  are  in 
poor  condition,  and  fish  and  water  both  smell 
ofEensively ;  whilst  existing  conditions  point  to 
the  canal  becoming  completely  choked  up  with 
vegetable  growth  in  a  few  years'  time. 

August  and  September  are  the  best  months  in 
which  to  pay  a  visit  to  this  district.  The  nearest 
station  is  Highfield,  four  miles  distant. 

Bubwith,  six  miles  lower  down  (following  the 
river),  has  a  station  of  its  own,  and  is  a  well-known 
fishing  resort.  Good  accommodation  may  be 
obtained  at  the  Anchor  close  to  the  river.  Bream, 


roach,  barbel,  pike,  perch,  flounders,  and  eels 
aboimd,  but  as  the  river  hereabouts  is  well  fished, 
and  has  been  for  years,  it  is  not  easy  to  catch  them. 
In  the  annual  amalgamation  match  held  here  some 
three  years  ago,  I  had  the  mortification  of  hooking 
and  losing  a  very  large  fish.  Judging  from  its 
"  bore  "  as  it  stuck  to  the  bottom  and  went  oft  up 
stream,  it  must  have  been  a  six-pounder  at  least, 
I  was  fishing  creed  wheat  at  the  time. 

I  do  not  advocate  fishing  much  lower  down  the 
river  than  Bubwith,  as  the  tides  at  times  are  very 
heavy  and  put  fishing  entirely  out  of  court. 

. .    bj  bejcontinued.) 
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Associations,  eic. 


Anglbrs'  Association. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Dec.  19,  at  8  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate 
Institute,  E.G. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  Dec.  7  5Ir.  E.  Blagrave  presided.  The  secre- 
tary announced  that  certain  new  agreements  had 
been  signed  and  exchanged  ;  full  details  will  be  given 
in  due  course.  Two  gentlemen  previously  proposed 
for  membership  were  balloted  for  and  elected,  and 
another  proposal  wa?  received.  A  list  of  those 
members  who  caught  fish  in  our  Christmas  corapeti- 
ticn,  recently  held  at  Harefield,  W£is  read,  and  showed 
that  fifteen  were  successful.  The  prizes,  which  con- 
sist of  various  seasonable  gifts,  will  be  distributed 
on  Dec.  22,  whan  there  will  b9  a  musical  evening. 
The  committee  met  on  Dec.  13,  Mr.  Armitage  pre- 
siding ;  some  important  matters  were  discussed,  and 
stand  over  for  further  consideration.  Members  who 
visited  the  society's  fishery  last  week-end  found 
the  water  thick,  and  consequently  met  with  little 
sport.  Messrs.  Cracknel!  and  Dunn,  however,  had 
dace  and  roach  from  Harefield ;  Mr.  Sage,  roach, 
from  the  Uxbridge  ssction  ;  and  Mr.  Barnett,  roach 
from  Marlow. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatokial  Society. 

-Although  there  was  no  special  item  appointed  by 
the  society's  programme  for  the  meeting  held  at 
Broad-stre?t  Restaurant,  E.C.,  on  Dec  13,  it  proved 
to  bs  one  of  a  very  interesting  character.  Mr.  E.  H. 
Higgs  p'-esided.  Fishing  reports  were  scarce.  How- 
ever, ilr.  Halls  exhibited  a  case  of  exceptionally 
fine  roach  (two),  best  fish  nearly  21b.,  taken  by 
himself  recently  at  the  society's  Wraysbury  water. 
As  usual,  the  artistic  preparation  of  Messrs.  Cooper 
displayed  the  specimens  to  great  advantage.  Mr. 
Halls  was  also  th?  recipient  of  a  special  medal  for 
best  roach  taken  in  a  competition,  which  the  chair- 
man presented  on  behalf  of  the  society.  It  was 
announced  that  a  representative  of  the  C.L.P.S. 
had  attended  a  meeting  at  the  Crystal  Palace  to 
arrange  details  of  a  fishing "  competition  for  a 
memorial  cup,  in  connection  with  the  recent  Sports 
Exhibition.  A  gentleman,  pre\'iously  proposed,  was 
balloted  for  and  duly  elected  ;  two  nominations  for 
membership  were  also  made,  ballot  to  take  place 
Jan.  3  next,  a  ballot  taking  place  besides  on  Dec. 
20  for  election  of  a  gentleman  proposed  on  Dec.  6. 
Tlie  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  having  been  duly  honoured, 
a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
proceedings.  Mention  was  made  of  current  week- 
end competitions  at  Leigh  and  at  Brighton,  which 
will  be  duly  carried  out  if  conditions  are  favourable. 
It  was  also  announced  that  at  the  pike  and  perch 
competition  fixed  for  Jan.  10  next,  a  prize  will  be 
awarded  for  bfst  single  fish  in  each  class,  usual 
C.L.P.S.  conditions  as  regards  waters  and  size  of 
fish.— Hon.  Sec. 

Gateshead  Angling  Association. 

The  members  of  the  above  association  held  their 
tenth  annual  dinner  at  the  Nag's  Head  Hotel, 
High-street,  on  Wednesday  night,  Dec.  7,  which 
proved  to  be  a  great  success  both  as  to  the  number 
who  sat  down  and  the  spread,  great  credit  being 
due  to  Mrs.  Storey  for  the  excellent  repast.  After 
dinner,  the  usual  loyal  toasts  being  duly  honoured, 
the  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  the 
following  contributing  to  a  very  pleasant  and  lively 
programme :  Mr.  Geo.  Tait,  Mr.  Vineberg,  Mr. 
Eddie,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  Handyaides,  Mr.  R.  Smith, 
Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Watson,  and  Mr.  Brown.  Mr.  E. 
Hawkins,  representing  Messrs.  R.  Deuchar  &  Co., 
occupied  the  chair ;  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  Cooper, 
representing  Messrs.  Allsopp  &  Sons,  Ltd.  The 
toast  of  the  patrons  was  given  by  Mr.  R.  T.  White, 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Hawkins  ;  the  visitors  by  Mr. 
Bell,  replied  to  by  Mr.  Handysides ;  and  the  G.A.A. 
by  Mr.  Cooper,  who  a'so  gave  a  stirring  recitation. 
The  secretary  (Mr.  H.  J.  Stephenson)  read  the 
annual  report,  which  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a 
prospsrous  condition.  Towards  the  close  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  chairman  and 
vice-chairman,  likewise  the  musicians  (Messrs. 
Brown,  Emmergon,  and  Smith),  for  their  valuable 
services  rendered,  bringing  a  very  enjoyable  even- 
ing to  a  close. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Dec.  13 
1  nt,,  .Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  presiding.  The  character 
of  the  entertainment  provided  for  members  and 
their  friends  was  somewhat  different  from  the 
ordinary  fare,  for  after  the  business  was  disposed 
of  an  adjournment  was  made  to  the  York  Room 
where  a  very  nice  little  supper  was  served  in  capital 
style.  Having  supped  wisely  and  well,  the  members 
returned  to  the  Bristol  Room,  and  the  rest  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  harmony.  Though  no 
formal  Tprogramme  was  drawn  up,  there  was  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  providing  a  capital  entertain- 


ment, which  was  evidently  much  enjoyed,  if  it  may 
be  measured  by  the  cordiality  sliown  as  the  various 
items  were  rendered.  Among  the  features  of  the 
evening  was  a  very  clever  exhibition  of  slcight-of- 
hand  tricks,  very  neatly  performed  by  Mr.  F.  E. 
Woods.  He  took  his  audience  into  his  confidence, 
.showing  them  exactly  how  each  trick  was  performed, 
yet  we  doubt  if  any  present  could  have  repeated  the 
trick.  Mr.  Briscoe  kept  the  company  in  rare  good 
humour  with  his  comic  songs,  whilst  Mr.  Allen 
charmed  with  "I  Fear  no  Foe,"  "The  Toreador,"  and 
"  Hear  the  Wild  Winds  Blow."  Mr.  Barber  (of 
A.B.S.)  sang  "  Nita  Gitana,"  "  Hunting,"  and 
the  Toreador's  song  from  Carmen.  Mr.  Potter 
sang  "I'll  Sing  thee  songs  of  Araby,"  whilst  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray  delighted  the  company  witli  his  rendering  of 
"  So  Fare  Thee  Well,"  and  "  Vale  of  Avoca."  Mr. 
F.  J.  Gray  gave  "  A  Soldier's  Song,"  in  capital  style, 
and  Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward  contributed  "  The  Admiral's 
Broom  "  in  his  visual  taking  manner.  Mr.  J.  Batten 
was  a  very  efficient  and  sympathetic  accompanist. 
Very  cordial  thanks  were  given  to  the  artistes  for 
their  services,  and  with  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem  the  proceedings  closed. — Hon.  Sec. 
Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Dec.  12,  but  news  of  successful  angling  expeditions 
was  particularly  scarce.  Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon  took  a 
small  jack  on  the  Keimet,  but  Mr.  Rolt  tried  the 
Lambourn  grayling  without  moving  a  single  fish. 
By  a  slip  of  the  pen  the  111b.  8oz.  pike,  which  had 
another  jack  inside  it  of  21b.  8oz.,  was  credited  last 
week  to  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman — it  should  have  been 
placed  to  Mr.  Frank  Ward's  accomit.  The  president, 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  mentioned  that  he  had  been 
visiting  two  of  the  society's  invalids.  He  called 
upon  the  ex-presi(ient,  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings,  and 
found  that  despite  his  infirmities  he  was  as  plucky 
as  ever  and  as  bright  and  cheerful  as  he  could  pos- 
sibly be.  He  sent  all  sorts  of  kind  messages  to  the 
members,  and  hoped  "  they  would  keep  their 
balance."  Mr.  Brown  also  stated  that  Mr.  F.  G. 
Bridgman,  who  was  also  on  the  sick  list,  was  mend- 
ing rapidly,  a  report  which  all  present  were  exceed- 
ingly gratified  to  receive. — Hon.  Sec. 


BARROW-IN-FURNESS  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  association  was 
held  on  Dec.  8  in  tlie  Criterion  Restaurant,  imder  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  James  Fisher,  and  supported  by 
Vice-Presidents  Messrs.  John  Dawson,  John  Searl, 
and  Stephen  Taylor.  Reports  were  read  from  the 
committee,  secretary,  and  treasiu-er,  which  showed 
the  continued  siseess  of  the  association,  the  trea- 
surer's report  being  highly  satisfactory,  as  showing 
a  balance  in  hand  of  £45  16s.  4d.,  after  an  expendi- 
ture of  £57.  A  letter  from  Mr.  James  Hodgson,  of 
Ulverston,  was  read,  and  which  was  appreciated  by 
all  present,  as  showing  that  the  efferts  of  the  asso- 
ciation to  improve  the  fishing  in  the  reservoirs  was 
being  recognised  by  the  district  members.  The 
president  then  gave  a  risumi'  of  the  history  of  the 
association  since  its  start  in  1888,  and  mentioned  the 
names  of  those  who  met  at  the  formation  of  the  asso- 
ciation, and  congratulated  the  members  on  the 
position  it  is  now  in.  He  then  gave  a  very  interest- 
ing description  of  his  visit  to  Norway  and  incidents 
in  connection  with  his  fishing  there,  and  his  descrip- 
tion gave  much  pleasure  to  the  listeners.  The  pre- 
sident, vice-presidents,  committee,  and  other  officers 
were  re-elected  for  another  year,  the  committee  being 
strengthened  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Robert  H. 
Nelson,  of  Ulverston,  and  the  honorary  members  by 
the  mayor  of  the  borough.  Mr.  J.  H.  Jackson  gave 
fuller  details  as  to  the  manner  of  constructing  the 
new  rearing-pond  at  Poakabeck  in  reply  to  questions 
from  Dr.  Daniels  and  Mr.  Dawson.  Some  discus- 
sion took  place  as 'to  the  advisability  of  ordering 
rainbow  trout  ova,  but  in  the  end  the  meeting  en- 
dorsed the  action  of  the  committee  in  its  ordering  of 
5000  rainbow  and  from  5000  to  10,000  improved 
brown  trout.  The  following  are  the  reports  : — 
Committee's  Report  for  1904. 

The  general  committee  have  pleasure  in  reporting 
the  continued  success  of  the  association.  The 
membership  is  nearly  equal  to  last  year's  phenomenal 
figures,  and  the  interest  of  private  members,  as 
shown  generally  on  all  sides  during  the  year,  is  highly 
satisfactory.  At  the  last  general  meeting  two 
special  items  were  sanctioned,  and  which  have  been 
carried  out— ^namely,  an  angler's  shelter  has  been 
erected  on  the  north  side  of  Poakabeck  Reservoir, 
and  which  has  given  much  satisfaction.  A  suitable 
badge  has  been  adopted  and  issued  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  which  they  hope  will  be  favourably 
received  and  generally  worn  by  the  members  when 
on  their  fi.shing  expeditions.  About  12,000  young 
fish  were  again  hatched  out  by  Mr.  Murray,  in  his 
^.rays  in  Duke-street,  and  were  safely  deposited  in 
he  various  waters  as  soon  as  they  were  in  a  fit  con-  I 


dition  to  bo  removed,  but  the  committee  in  this,  as 
in  previous  yeara,  have  been  anxious  as  to  the 
number  of  the  alevins  which  would  escape  destruc- 
tion before  attaining  a  satisfactory  size,  so  as  to  give 
sport  to  the  angler.  It  is  with  the  greatest  of  plea- 
sure, therefore,  that  they  are  able  to  report  that  an 
agreement  has  been  signed  with  the  corporation, 
whereby  our  association  is  permitted  to  make  a 
rearing-pond  on  the  vacant  ground  at  the  south-east 
corner  of  Poakabeck  Reservoir.  The  rearing-pond 
will  be  about  90ft.  by  I5ft.  by  4ft.  in  centre,  and  the 
plan  now  only  awaits  the  sanction  of  the  water- 
works manager  before  actual  construction  is  com- 
menced. Mr.  J.  H.  .lackson  is  taking  the  leading 
part  in  its  arrangement  and  construction,  and  the 
committee  are  grateful  and  appreciate  his  voluntary 
services.  An  order  has  been  sanctioned  for  12,000 
to  15,000  ova  for  the  coming  year,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  rearing-pond  will  be  constructed  and  ready 
to  receive  the  young  fish  when  they  are  in  the  con- 
dition to  leave  the  care  of  Mr.  Murray.  During 
the  year  a  patent  weed-cutter  (designed  and  put  on 
the  market  by  Mr.  Percy  Wad  ham)  was  purchased, 
and,  although  it  was  well  on  in  the  season  before 
the  machine  was  secured,  the  committee  had  suffi- 
cient use  of  it  to  prove  that  it  was  a  satisfactory 
machine  for  dealing  with  the  thick  fennel-leaf  pond 
weed  which  is  so  abundant  in  this  dock,  and  they 
hope  during  the  coming  year  to  be  able  to  open  out 
sufficient  space  to  allow  for  plAty  of  good  fishing. 
The  committee  have  made  arrangements  for  the 
members  to  fish  this  stream  as  far  as  Parkhouse 
farm,  and  would  like  to  remind  new  members  that 
a  trout  licence  from  the  Board  of  Conservators  is 
necessary  along  with  their  membership  ticket.  The 
special  thanks  of  the  association  are  tendered  to  Mr. 
Murray  for  his  untiring  services  in  the  carrying  on 
of  his  hatchery,  by  which  he  has  during  the  past 
four  years  supplied  over  40,000  fish  for  distribution 
in  the  association's  waters  ;  and  to  Mr.  Poole,  vice- 
president,  for  the  use  of  his  offices  during  the  year. 

The  secretary's  report  showed  a  very  healthy 
state  of  the  society,  and  predicted  that  the  popu- 
larity was  only  just  commencing  ;  that  the  hatchery 
and  rearing-ponds  will  be  such  factors  in  providing 
plenty  of  fishing  that  there  will  be  no  dearth  of 
members.  With  such  advantages  as  are  in  sight 
it  means  more  members,  more  members  means  more 
income,  more  income  means  a  wider  field  of  sport, 
and  in  the  course  of  another  two  or  tliree  years  there 
is  no  reason  why.  the  Barrow  Association  shall  not 
have  drawn  into  its  membership  all  the  keen  anglers 
of  the  Furness  and  South  Cumberland  District,  and 
with  its  assured  income  be  able  to  rent  the  fishing 
of  the  local  streams  that  are  now  held  by  lessees  who 
do  nothing  or  next  to  nothing  to  stock  the  waters. 
The  Cavendish  Dock  (a  lake  of  about  146  acres),  it  is 
hoped,  will  soon  be  fishable,  as  with  the  new  weed- 
cutter  we  shall  be  able  to  open  out  spaces  with  suffi- 
cient clearance  to  allow  the  fiy  members  to  ply  their 
art,  and  to  play  their  sport  until  his  strength  is 
spent  and  he  can  be  drawn  to  the  side. 

W.  M.  Bradley,  Hon.  Sec. 


THAMES  CONSERVANCY. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  GIVES  UP  HIS  POST. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  held  on 
Dec.  12,  Sir  F.  D.  Dixcn-Hartland,  M.P.,  presiding, 
said  that  as  this  was  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board 
before  the  vacation,  he  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words.  For  ten  long  years  he  had  presided  over 
their  deliberations.  With  the  exception  of  one 
illness,  he  had  only  been  absent  three  times  during 
the  whole  of  that  period.  Representing,  as  he  did, 
a  county  coimcil,  he  did  not  represent  the  private 
interests  of  any  body  of  men,  and  he  had  always 
done  what  he  could  in  the  interests  of  the  Conser- 
vancy, and  to  uphold  its  honour  and  dignity.  The 
work  of  the  Board  was  getting  very  large.  Certain 
interested  individuals  had  said  that  the  Port  of 
London  was  decadent,  and  tliat  the  Conservancy 
would  be  done  away  with.  During  the  last  ten  years 
the  tonnage  dues  had  risen  from  £45,000  to  £56,000  ; 
the  receipts  for  the  upper  and  lower  navigation  from 
£73,000  to  £99,000  ;  receipts  from  water  companies 
had  risen  from  £16,000  to  £25,000.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  justification  for  such  remarks  as  those 
be  had  alluded  to.  The  work  had  brought  greater 
responsibilities  and  greater  trouble,  and  he  had  net 
been  growing  yoimger.  He  had  promised  his  wife 
that  when  the  Bill  which  was  threatening  them  last 
year  was  destroyed  he  would  retire.  The  Bill 
was  now  destroyed,  and  he  thought  he  should  now 
keep  his  pledge,  and  ask  them  to  relieve  him  of  his 
office.  He  concluded  with  a  tribv-te  to  the  assistance 
he  had  received  from  the  members  of  the  Board  and 
the  various  officials  of  the  staff.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  G.  B.  Paul,  seconded  by  Sir  Reginald  Hanson, 
M.P.,  it  was  decided  that  a  suitable  vote  of  thanks 
should  be  dra%vn  up  and  presented  to  the  chairman. 
The  Board  then  adjom-ned  until  Jan.  14. 
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^offings  bp  t^e  pap. 

"  Good  humour  if>  the  most  charming  thing  in  life." 
-E.  Renan. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Dec.  7,  tlie  last  monthly 
long-shore  competition  of  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset 
Angling  Association  took  place  for  the  season  (that 
is,  the  harbour  competition).  The  popular  chairman, 
Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis,  had  the  pleasure  of  winning  ' 
J.  J.  Brovm  gold  medal  for  the  largest  fish  caugi. 
in  these  competitions  with  the  rod.  The  fish 
weighed  151b.  14oz.  The  second  was  his  daughter. 
Miss  Ida  Wallis,  heaviest  fish  51b.  14oz.  This 
happened  two  events  back.  Mr.  Frank  Read  won 
first  prize  for  heaviest  basket  on  Dec.  7. 


The  Christmas  number  of  the  Pictorial  Comedy 
reached  me  this  morning,  and  it  must  be  admitted 
to  be  a  most  charming  number.  It  is  rather  grati- 
fying that,  like  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  increased 
matter  does  not  entail  an  increase  of  piice  to  the 
reader,  and  consequently  becomes  a  real  Christmas 
part.  Dana  Gibson  is  at  his  best  in  several  double- 
page  illustrations,  and  "The  Spirit  of  Christmas" 
well  pourtrays  the  festive  season.  The  Editor  is 
not  content  with  one  string  to  his  bow,  and  has 
several  clever  artists,  of  which  I  would  specially 
■mention  W.  Balfour  Ker,  whose  picture,  "In  the 
Woods,"  is  a  clever  and  powerful  drawing.  The 
literature  is  of  the  best,  and  "  Madcap's  Adventure," 
by  R.  Murray  Gilchrist,  will  be  found  quite  exhilarat- 
ing. The  whole  number  abounds  with  seasonable 
matter,  and  should  have  a  ready  sale. 


The  Kingfisher  was  busily  fishing  for  pollack 
on  Deal  pier. — "  Any  sport  ?  "  queried  Truthful 
Tommy.  "No  fish  at  all,"  replied  Kingfisher,  " at 
least  not  up  to  the  present,  but  they'll  be  here  in 
course  of  time."  "Yes,  so  I  expect,"  growled  the 
veracious  one,  "  in  pollack's  course  of  time." 


That  that  that  is  that  is  that  that  that  that  is 
that  is  not  that,  is  not  that  so  ? 


The  Boatman  of  Kinsale. 

His  kiss  is  sweet,  liis  word  is  kind. 

His  love  is  rich  to  me  ; 
I  could  not  in  a  palace  find 

A  truer  love  than  he. 
The  eagle  shelters  not  his  nest 

From  hurricane  and  hail 
More  bravely  than  he  guards  my  breast, 

The  Boatman  of  Kinsale. 
The  wind  that  round  the  Fastnet  sweeps 

Is  not  a  wliit  more  pure. 
The  goat  that  down  Knock  Sheehy  leaps 

Has  not  a  foot  more  sure. 
No  firmer  hand  nor  freer  eye 

E'er  faced  an  autumn  gale. 
De  Courcey's  heart  is  not  so  high, 

The  Boatman  of  Kinsale. 
The  brawling  squires  may  heed  him  not, 

The  dainty  stranger  sneer. 
But  who  will  dare  to  hurt  our  cot 

When  Miles  O'Hea  is  here  ? 
The  scarlet  soldiers  pass  along. 

They'd  like,  but  fear  to  rail — 
His  blood  is  hot,  his  blow  is  strong. 

The  Boatman  of  Kinsale. 
His  hooker's  in  tlie  Scilly  van 

When  seines  are  in  the  foam  ; 
But  money  never  made  the  man. 

Nor  wealth  a  happy  home. 
So  blest  with  love  and  liberty, 

While  he  can  trim  a  sail. 
He'll  trust  in  God  and  cling  to  me, 

The  Boatman  of  Kinsale. 

— Exchange. 


The  next  return  visit  and  smoking  concert  of  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society  will  take  place 
at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E., 
on  Monday,  Dec.  19,  at  9  p.m.  sharp,  when  the 
prizes  won  in  the  last  South  L-  ndon  Match  wi  1  be 
distributed  during  the  evening  to  the  successful 
competitors. 


"  What  name,  please  ?  "  bawled  the  clerk  to  the 
highest  bidder  for  an  article  at  a  recent  auction. 
"  It's  me,"  said  a  small  man.  "  I  know  it's  you, 
but  will  you  oblige  me  with  your  name  ?  "  said  the 
clerk.  The  same  answer  came  back,  "  It's  me." 
The  auctioneer  remonstrated  :  "  Are  you  deaf  or 
mad,  my  good  man  ?  If  you  can't  give  us  your 
name,  the  article  you  bought  must  be  put  up  again." 
"  Hard  luck,"  was  the  meek  reply,  "  just  because 
my  father  wasn't  called  Jones,  I  must  lose  a  table. 
I'll  spell  my  name,  maybe  it  is  a  bit  misleading— 
M-e-e,  me — see  ?  " 


The  next  match  for  members  of  the  Yarmouth 
and  Gorleston  Sea  Anglers'  Association  is  fixed  for 
Tuesday,  Dec.  27.  Fishing  will  take  place  in  the 
river,  near  the  White  House.  There  will  be  a  large 
prize  list.    Entries  close  on  Dec.  26  at  noon. 


Capt.  Stevens  and  his  merry  men  of  the 
"Dawson"  Football  Club  still  maintain  their  un- 
beaten record,  although  their  opponents,  the 
"  Holborn  Carlyles"  pressed  them  very  hard  at 
times.  A  draw  of  one  all  fairly  represents  the  play. 
To-day  they  meet  the  West  Kensington  Club  at 
Wood  Lane,  Shepherd's  Bush.  The  kick-off  is 
timed  for  2.15.  Buck  up  "  Dawson's,"  and  don't  let 
the  "  Kensington's  "  smirch  your  certificate. 


There  had  been  a  wreck  off  the  Cornish  coast. 
All  the  crew  had  been  saved  but  one  poor  fellow, 
who  was  brought  ashore  unconscious.  A  curate, 
who  had  performed  nobly,  asked  the  bystanders, 
"  How  would  you  proceed  in  the  case  of  one 
apparently  drowned  ?  "  "  Search  his  pockets,"  was 
the  prompt  reply  of  an  experienced  rescuer. 


Unprecedented  Announcement. 

Louis  Gravelle,  angler,  of  Middlebury,  spent 
Sunday  with  his  family. — Rutland  (Vt.)  Herald. 


To  My  Pipe. 
An  Appreciation. 
Best  friend  of  man,  companion,  guide, 

I'll  gladly  own  thy  sway. 
For  my  affection,  like  thyself. 

Grows  stronger  day  by  day. 
And  then  I  find  you  very  "  dry," 

But  that  is  just  your  fun  ; 
That  sort  of  humour's  catching  though, 

I'm  "  dry  "  before  you're  "  done." 

Thou'rt  better  far  than  best  cigar. 

Or  choicest  cigarette. 
Old  bit  of  wood,  you  are  so  good. 

Thy  charm  I'll  ne'er  forget. 

With  you  alight  into  the  "  clouds," 

My  troubles  I  despatch  ; 
I've  never  found  your  equal. 

Though  I've  often  found  your  "  match." 
From  east  to  west,  from  north  to  south. 

We're  never  far  apart ; 
You're  generally  in  my  mouth. 

And  always  in  my  heart. 

Thou'rt  better  far  than  best  cigar, 

Or  choicest  cigarette. 
Old  bit  of  wood,  you  are  so  good. 

Thy  charm  I'll  ne'er  forget. 

— Robert  Stanley. 


Mention  was  made  last  week  of  the  retirement 
after  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  the  veteran 
keeper  of  Boulter's  Lock.  This  week  it  is  with 
regret  I  hear  of  the  sudden  death  of  his  wife. 


"  That's  the  best  I  can  do  for  you,"  said  the 
theatrical  manager  ;  "  you've  been  idle  all  season 
so  far  ;  now,  will  you  stay  idle  the  rest  of  the 
season  or  take  this  small  part  ?  "  "  I'll  take  it," 
replied  the  comedian  ;  "in  this  case  a  small  rOle 
is  better  than  a  whole  loaf." — Philadelphia  Ledger. 


Wet  Fly  Fishing. 

There  was  an  old  man  on  the  Wye, 
Who  fished  with  a  fiy  that  was  dry 
(Most  remarkably  dry)  ; 
But  he  laid  down  his  rod 
When  he  heard  Mr.  Tod 

(In  a  book,  price  six  shillings,  net) 
Now  uses  a  fly  that  is  wet 

(Most  palpably  wet). 

— R.  W.  V. 


Faith  is  the  essence  of  fish  stories,  according  to 
Charles  F.  Holder,  author  of  "  The  Boy  Anglers," 
which  has  just  been  brought  out  by  the  Appletons  ; 
and  some  of  the  mild  yarns  told  in  the  book  would 
seem  to  bear  out  the  statement.  Johnnie  was  tell- 
ing Commodore  about  catfishing.  "  The  next  day," 
he  continued,  "  the  fish  towed  me  ten  miles  down 
the  river,  then  got  away  again.  I  took  the  steam- 
boat back.  But  I  was  bound  to  get  that  fish,  so 
I  got  a  big  rope  and  a  shark-hook  ;  then  we  fastened 
the  line  to  the  top  of  a  big  pine  and  waited."  "  What 
bait  did  ye  use  ?  "  interrupted  the  Commodore. 
"  Water-melons,"  replied  Johnnie  ;  "  the  fish  bit 
and  it  dragged  four  men  into  the  water,  and  then  the 
strain  on  the  pine  a  hundred  feet  high  began,  and, 
be  the  powers,  it  began  to  bend  like  a  fishin'-rod,  and 


there's  where  that  cat  made  a  mistake  ;  if  he'd  kept 
on  ten  foot  more  he'd  have  broke  the  tree,  but  he 
was  naturally  cur' us,  an'  he  stopped  to  look  around, 
and,  bedad,  the  tree  flew  back  an'  we  saw  something 
like  a  black  cloud  rise  into  the  air  and  fly  into  tho 
back  country  ! 

*  *  *  *  Hi 

"  Then  a  crash  came,  an'  an  awful  groan.  We  crept 
back  through  the  bush,  and  met  the  catfish  comin' 
back  makin'  for  the  river.  He  was  thirty  foot  long, 
and  his  whiskers  trailed  behind  him  like  snakes. 
We  see  he  was  fast,  so  we  said  nothin'  and  let  hirii 
go,  an'  four  times  that  cat  tuk  the  river  and  four 
times  that  pine  tree  jerked  him  back,  an'  he  finally 
gave  up,  an'  he  got  so  tame  that  he  followed  us 
around  like  a  dog,  an'  some  nights  he  lay  there  in 
the  corral  an'  sung  a  reg'lar  song.  But,"  said 
Johnnie  in  conclusion,  "  he  ended  like  all  pets  ;  the 
old  woman  caught  him  wan  mornin'  with  a  chicken 
in  his  mouth  an'  we  had  to  kill  him,  an'  that's  how 
I  come  to  know  his  weight  ;  he  was  a  thousand 
pounds,  dressed." 


A  Montreal  sportsman,  who.se  chief  victim  is 
the  erratic  snipe,  walked  off  the  gang  plank  of  the 
Longueil  boat  the  other  night  humming  the  following 
lines  : — 

"  When  your  heels  hit  hard,  and  your  head  feels 
queer. 

And  your  thoughts  rise  up  like  froth  on  beer  ; 
When  your  knees  are  weak,  and  your  voice  is  strong. 
And  you  laugh  and  laugh  at  some  old  fool  song — 
You're  drunk,  my  boy — you're  drunk." 

Rod  and  Gun  in  Canada  thinks  he  was  right. 


"  A  WOMAN,  I  notice,  always  lowers  her  voice  to 
ask  a  favour."  "  Yes,  and  raises  her  voice  if  she 
doesn't  get  it." — Chicago  Record, 


FiSHiosiTiES  by  Dragnet's  "Hopeful." 
Once  a  journal  of  incidents  fishy 

Oft  told  such  "  true"  tales  in  season  and  out, 
That  every  angler  began  to  wish  'e 

Could  thus  put  old  Ananias  to  rout. 
To  cap  the  stories  thus  told  in  cold  print 

Walton's  followers  in  earnest  did  try. 
And  spoke  of  great  hauls  without  any  stint. 

Though  they  were  really  very  small  fry. 
But  the  Gazette  you  see  here  presented 

Such  tall  stories  invariably  bars ; 
Angleri  by  example  are  prevented 

From  rivalling  the  yarning  Stripes  and  Stars. 


A  story  comes  from  Asotin  County  that  the  fish 
of  the  Snake  River  are  eating  alfalfa  (lucerne)  like 
pigs  and  cattle.  During  the  last  ten  days  the 
Snake  River  went  above  the  ordinary  water  mark 
for  a  hundred  miles  before  it  reaches  the  Colimibia 
River.  Many  alfalfa  fields  along  the  banks  were 
covered.  When  the  water  had  become  sufficiently 
high  for  the  fish  to  swim,  great  numbers  of  carp 
made  their  appearance  on  the  fields  and  proceeded 
to  eat  alfalfa  and  fatten  like  so  many  swine. 


The  following  was  sent  by  a  correspondent : — 
Dear  Dragnet, — I  see  by  a  "jotting"  of  Dec.  10 
that  although  you  do  not  "  'thuse  "  over  post-cards 
you  have  a  weakness  for  Xmas  cards.  I  enclosa  a 
few  that  are  applicable  to  the  gentlemen  connect  ed 
with  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  wish  you  all  every- 
thing that  you  could  wish  yourselves. 

Christmas  Cards. 
To  the  Editor: 

"  The  right  man  in  the  right  place." — Layard. 
To  the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  :  ' 
"  And  thus  he  bore  without  abuse 

The  grand  old  name  of  gentleman." — Tennyson. 

To  "  Dragnet  "  : 
"  Whose  wit,  in  the  combat,  as  gentle  aa  bright 
Ne'er  carried  a  heaxt-stain  away  on  its  blade." 

— Pope. 

To  THE  Merry  Angler: 
"  To  swallow  gudgeons  ere  they're  catched. 
And  count  their  chickens  ere  they're  hatched." 

— Butler. 

lO  *  *  *  * 

Now,  after  being  included  in  the  category  of 
"  gentlemen,"  it  will  ill  become  me  not  to  wish  my 
unknown  correspondent,  and  every  known  corre- 
spondent and  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  usual 
stereotyped,  but,  nevertheless,  felicitous,  greeting — 
"  A  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  and  Prosperous 
New  Year !  "  It  is  impossib'e  to  answer  all  the 
kind  inquiries  after  my  health ;  I  can  only  say  I 
am  better,  but  still  weak.  My  doctor  says  that 
my  principal  ailment  is  "  Anno  Domini,"  and 
whether  he  be  right  or  wrong,  one  who  is  just  one 
year  older  than  at  this  time  last  year  is — 

Dragnet. 
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ilofcs  from  life  ^orf^. 

Some  twelve  or  fifteen  inclies  of  snow  foil  last 
week  about  the  Balmoral  district,  followed,  by  an 
intense  frost.   "All  is  now  again  green  ! 

A  good  run  of  fish  has  got  into  the  Dee,  but,  aa 
far  as  most  other  streams  are  concerned,  the  fish 
have  all  to  come  yet.    And  they  may  do  so,  if  alive. 

The  filling  of  the  hatcheries  is  always  an  anxious 
time,  and  it  has  not  been  an  easy  matter  anywhere. 
Some  will  be  vacant  of  "  tenants  "  in  their  boxes 
this  year,  and  not  a  few  have  gone  on  short  supplies. 

Mr.  William  Duncan  has  been  very  successful  in 
getting  a  good  supply  for  the  Culrain  hatchery, 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  as  also  some 
20,000  for  the  Skibo  grills. 


Dr.  Carnegie,  as  he  is  called  in  the  Skibo  district, 
is  not  now  so  enamoured  of  salmon  hatching  as  he 
once  was.  Most  lairds  tire  of  the  game  of  pro- 
viding fish  for  other  people.  Mr.  Young,  of  Durris, 
gave  it  up,  so  did  Sir  William  Brooks,  of  Glentana. 

Salmon  fishings  always  let  well,  even  with  the 
semblance  of  sport  attached  ;  and  so  it  is  the  case 
this  year  as  usual. 

In  view  of  the  remarks  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  in  last 
week's  issue  on  ''  Tweed  and  Don "  from  some 
work  by  Mr.  Locke,  it  might  be  interesting  to  note 
that  probably  £100  would  not  now  secure  that 
same  water  which  Mr.  Locke  said  could  be  rented 
for  £1 — I  mean  three  months'  good  trouting  on 
the  Don. 


Seventy  pounds  has  been  refused  for  one  stretch 
of  the  Don,  which  is  a  ridiculously  long  price,  and 
the  hope  is  that  it  may  remain  unlet.  English 
sportsmen  have  themselves  to  blame  if  they  pay 
long  prices.  They  compete  in  London  with  each 
other,  and  "  chuck  and  chance  "  it.  The  chance 
turns  out  bad,  then  up  go  their  heels  ! 


But  in  these  days  of  hot  chase  there  is  always 
another  "  goose  "  to  pluck,  and  the  cry  is  still  they 
come.    The  supply  is  inexhaustible. 


There  were  two  other  functions  last  week  over 
the  birth  of  the  young  laird  of  Cromarty— a  dinner 
and  a  ball.   

The  purification  of  distillery  by-products  is  again 
to  the  front.  The  new  process  is  caUed  the  '*  Lennox 
Evaporator."  The  inventor  is  Mr.  A.  B.  Lermox, 
cuniulting  engineer,  Xewcastle-on-Tyne. 

The  old  year  is  on  its  last  legs.  As  an  angling 
-ufcess,  may  we  never  see  its  like  again — a  senti- 
liient  many  will  endorse.  Yet  let  us  forget  its 
unfaithfulness,  and  rejoice  in  the  good  cheer  that 
may  lie  before  is  the  Christmas  wish  of 

Special  Scotch. 


RAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE 
CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  TEAR 
HOLIDAYS. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  excursions  from  Euston  on  Wednesday, 
Di  T.  21,  at  4.15  p.m.,  to  Londonderry,  via  Fleetwood 
;iiid  direct  steamer;    on  Thursday,  Dec.  22,  at 
2.10  p.m.,  to  Londonderry,  via  Liverpool  and  direct 
boat  ;  on  Friday,  Dec.  2.3,  at  4.15  p.m.,  to  Belfast, 
Londonderry,  and  the  North  of  Ireland,  via  Fleet- 
v.ood  or  Liverpool  ;  at  6.30  p.m.,  to  Greenore,  via 
Holyhead,  and  to  Belfast  and  Londonderry  and  the 
Xi.rth  of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and  Greenore;  at 
li  .'SO  p.m.,  to  Dublin,  via  Holyhead  ;  and  stations  in 
North,  South,  and  West  of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead 
I  Dublin  ;   at  8  p.m.,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry, 
I  the  North  of  Ireland,  via  Carlisle  and  Stranraer  ; 
Ht  H  p.m.,  to  Dundee,  Forfar,  Aberdeen,  and  Great 
X'.rth   of   Scotland   and   Highland   stations;  at 
'>  p.m.,  to  Carlisle,  Maryport,  Perth,  and  Stirling  ; 
10  p.m.,  to  Ayr,  Dumfries,  and  statif)ns  on  the 
I  '  .rtpatrick  and  Wigtownshire  line  ;  at  10.50  p.m., 
t'.  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow;    at   11.20  p.m.,  to 
I'rcston,  Blackpool,  Morecambe,  Penrith,  Keswick, 
W  '.rkington,  and  Furness  Company's  stations  ;  at 
1  '  30  (night),  to  Liverpool  and  District;  at  12.40 
_'ht),  to  Manchester  and  District ;  on  Saturday, 
.  24,  at  8.10  a.m.,  to  Cambrian  Line  and  Central 
lies;  at  8.35  a.m.,  to  Buxton  and  Leicester;  at 
't  a.m.,  to  Nottingham  and  Stratford-on-Avon  ;  at 
!5  a.m.,  to  Manchester  ;  at  10.45  a.m.,  to  Livcr- 
I  ;    at  11.15  a.m.,  to  North  Wales  Coast  and 
th     Stafford.shire     Company's     stations;  at 
'.'»  p.m.,  to  Market  Harborough,  Stamford,  Wol- 
^orough,  etc.  ;  at  7.30  p.m.,  to  Birmingham  and 


District ;  at  10  p.m.,  to  South  Wales  ;  at  12.30 
(night),  to  Liverpool  and  Manchester  and  District  ;  on 
Monday,  Doc.  2(1,  at  8.10  a.m.,  to  Birmingliam  and 
District  ;  on  Friday,  Dec.  30,  at  8  p.m.,  to  Dundee, 
Forfar,  Aberdeen,  and  Great  North  of  Scotland  and 
Highland  stations  ;  at  8.50  p.m.,  to  Carlisle,  Perth, 
and  Stirling;  at  10  p.m.,  to  Ayr,  Dumfries,  an(l 
stations  on  the  Portpatrick  and  Wigtownshire  lino  ; 
and  at  10.50  p.m.,  to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow.  For 
further  particulars  as  to  fares  and  arrangements  for 
return,  see  special  pamphlet.  The  ticket  offices  at 
Euston,  Broad-street,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensing- 
ton, and  Willesden  Jmiction  will  ho  open  through- 
out the  day  from  Saturday,  Dec.  17,  to  Saturday, 
Dec.  24  (inclusive),  so  that  passengers  wishing  to 
obtain  tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior 
to  the  starting  of  the  trains.  The  ordinary  and 
tourist  tickets  will  be  dated  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  passengers.  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at  the 
various  booking-offices  of  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  in  London  and  suburbs.  The 
"  inquiry  office  "  at  Euston  is  open  throughout  the 
daj'  (telephone  Nos.  429,  593,  or  633  King's  Cross). 
All  information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Dent, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry.,  Broad-street  Station,  Eldon-street, 
London,  E.C.  (Telephone  Nos.  1407  and  1429  London 
Wall)  ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Walker,  District  Superintendent, 
Euston  Station  ;  or  of  Mr.  Robert  Turnbull,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Euston  Station,  London,  N.W. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Fourteen  days'  excursion  to  Paris,  via  Southamp- 
ton and  Havre,  on  Dec.  21,  22,  23,  and  24.  Return 
fares  :  First-class,  39s.  3d.  ;  second-class,  30s.  3d.  ; 
and  third-class,  26s.  Fifteen  days'  excursion  to 
Guernsey  and  Jersey  on  Dec.  23.  Additional  and 
late  trains,  conveying  passengers  at  ordinary  fares, 
will  leave  Waterloo  Station  as  imder  :  On  Dec.  24, 
at  12.45*  midnight,  for  Salisbury,  Exeter,  Crediton, 
Okehampton,  Tavistock,  Devonport,  Plymovith, 
Launceston,  Wadebridge,  Padstow,  Bodmin,  Barn- 
staple, Ilfracombe,  and  other  stations  in  Devon  and 
Cornwall.  On  Dec.  24,  at  5.45  p.m.,  and  1.20* 
midnight,  for  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Tavistock, 
Okehampton,  Crediton,  and  certain  intermediate 
stations  ;  at  5.50  p.m.  and  1.0*  midnight,  for 
Exmouth  branch,  also  for  Ilfracombe,  Barnstaple, 
Bideford,  Torrington,  and  other  North  Devon 
stations  ;  at  10.35*  p.m.,  for  Salisbury,  Exeter,  etc., 
also  Chard,  Lyme  Regis,  Seaton,  Sidmouth,  Bud- 
leigh  Salterton,  and  Exmouth  branches  ;  at  10.40* 
p.m.,  for  Basingtoke,  Andover  Junction,  Salisbury, 
Semley,  Templecombe,  Bath,  Shepton  Mallet,  Rad- 
stock,  Sherborne,  Yeovil,  etc.,  at  12.40*  midnight, 
for  Salisbury,  Exeter,  and  North  Cornwall  line,  etc.  ; 
at  10.5*  p.m.,  for  Basingstoke,  Eastleigh,  Brocken- 
hurst,  Christchurch,  Poole,  Bournemouth,  Swanage, 
Dorchester,  Portland,  Weymouth,  etc.  ;  at  10.20 
p.m.,  to  Alton,  Bentley,  etc.  On  Christmas  Day,  at 
7.55  a.m.,  for  Bournemouth,  Christchurch,  South- 
ampton, Botley,  Fareham,  Gosport,  Portsmouth, 
Winchester,  Isle  of  Wight,  Farnborough,  etc.  On 
Boxing  Day  the  ordinary  suburban  train  service  will 
be  cancelled  (with  few  exceptions)  and  a  convenient 
special  service  will  run  as  shown  in  special  time 
tables.  For  full  particulars  of  special  arrange- 
ments, altered  working  of  ordinary  trains,  etc., 
during  the  holidays,  see  bills,  programmes,  etc., 
obtainable  at  any  of  the  company's  London  offices 
and  stations,  or  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 


THE  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  announce 
that  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  from  Paddington 
on  Thursday  next  to  Cork  and  Killarney ;  on 
Friday  next  to  Dublin,  Belfast,  Waterford,  and 
many  other  stations  in  Ireland  ;  also  to  Chippen- 
ham, Bath,  Bristol,  Weston-super-Mare,  Stroud, 
Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  Devon- 
port,  Truro,  Falmouth,  Penzance  ;  also  to  Newport, 
Cardiff,  Swansea,  Llanelly,  Carmarthen,  Tenby, 
New  Milford,  and  all  principal  South  Wales  stations. 
On  Saturday  next  to  Wellington,  Manchester, 
Chester,  .Birkenhead,  Liverpool,  etc.  ;  also  to  the 
Channel  Islands  ;  and  on  Saturday  night  to  Ply- 
mouth, Devonport,  Truro,  Falmouth,  Penzance, 
Exeter,  Torquay,  Dartmouth,  Kingsbridge,  Laimces- 
ton,  Chippenham,  Bath,  Bristol,  Clevedon,  and 
Weston-super-Mare,  Highbridge,  Taunton,  Mine- 
head,  Barnstaple,  Ilfracombe,  etc.  ;  and  also  to 
principal  stations  in  Soutli  Wales.  For  any  further 
information  respecting  the  arrangements  named, 
application  should  be  made  at  any  of  the  company's 
offices  or  agencies,  or  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Hart,  Divisional 
Superintendent,  Paddington  Station,  W. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
■  The  Great  Eastern  Railway  annoiince  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  or  Wednesday 


*  Convey  Third-class  passengers  only. 


tickets  to  the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads 
districts  (Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Miindesley, 
Clacton,  Southend,  Walton-on-Nazo,  liovercourt, 
Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hun- 
stanton, ot(;.)  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street 
and  their  otlKJr  London  and  suburban  stations,  there 
will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on  Saturday,  Dec. 
24,  to  most  of  the  above  stations  ;  also  to  Norwich, 
Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  Colchester, 
Ip.swich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss,  Woodbridge, 
Bocdes,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other  places  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  ;  also  via  the  Cathedral  route  to 
Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe,  Chesterfield,  Hull, 
Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Manchester,  York,  Leeds, 
Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durh<am,  New- 
castle, and  other  stations  in  the  Northern  Counties  ; 
also  on  Dee.  23  and  30,  cheap  bookings  to  Darlington, 
Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  other  stations 
in  Scotland.  Cheap  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets 
are  issued  by  all  trains  to  most  of  the  country 
stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties  .every  Saturday. 
Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc.)  can  be  obtained 
in  advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station  and  at  the 
company's  various  City,  West-end,  and  other 
booking  offices.  Relieving  trains  will  precede  some 
of  the  trains  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.,  on 
Dec.  24,  25,  27,  and  28.  On  Saturday,  Dec.  24,  special 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  8.10  a.m.  for  Col- 
chester, Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  etc.,  at  8.57  a.m.  for 
Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich,  etc.,  at  7.10p.m. 
for  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Diss, 
Norwich,  etc.,  at  9.25  p.m.  for  Southend,  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  etc.,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  those 
detained  at  business  imtil  late  in  the  evening,  mid- 
night trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.3 
for  Colchester  and  Clacton,  12.20  for  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  at  12.25  for  Cambridge, 
Norwich,  Fakenham,  and  Wells,  and  at  12.40  for 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  Norwich, 
all  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations. 
On  Christmas  Day,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
Sunday  trains,  certain  additional  trains  will  be  run. 
Relieving  trains  will  precede  some  of  the  morning 
trains.  Special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street  at  5.8.  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  and  at  9.4.  a.m.  to 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  both  calling 
at  the  principal  intermediate  stations.  Special 
trains  will  also  be  run  on  many  of  the  branch  lines 
in  connection  with  trains  to  and  from  London.  On 
Boxing  Day  the  train  service  will  be  considerably 
altered,  some  of  the  trains  being  cancelled  or  modified. 
On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  Dec.  27  and  28, 
certain  alterations  will  be  made  in  the  train  service 
serving  the  suburban  district.  On  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  Dec.  27  and  28,  additional  and  relieving 
trains  will  be  rim  from  the  country  stations  to 
London.  Christmas  Parcels  Traffic. — The  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  have  made  complete 
arrangements  for  the  collection,  conveyance,  and 
prompt  delivery  of  Christmas  parcels  in  the  principal 
towns  on  their  system,  and  for  through  transit  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Special  trains  will  be 
run  from  Yarmouth,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  etc.,  and 
through  vans  attached  to  the  express  and  mail  trains 
or  the  accommodation  of  the  additional  traffic. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
The  Midland  Railway  Company,  to  prevent  incon- 
venience and  crowding,  have  arranged  for  the 
booking-offices  at  St.  Pancras  and  Moorgate-street 
stations  to  be  open  for  the  issue  of  tickets  all  day  on 
Thm^sday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  Dec.  22,  23,  and  24. 
Tickets  to  all  principal  stations  on  the  Midland 
Railway  can  be  obtained  beforehand  at  the  ^Midland 
Company's  City  and  suburban  offices.  Cheap  excur- 
sion trains  will  be  rim  from  London  (St.  Pancras)  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  24,  to  Leicester,  Birmingham,  Not- 
tingham, Derby,  Newark,  Lincoln,  Burton,  jNIan- 
chester,  Liverpool,  Blackbiu-n,  Bolton,  Sheffield, 
Leeds,  Bradford,  York,  Scarborough,  Newcastle, 
Barrow-in-Furness,  and  the  Lake  District,  etc., 
returning  Dec.  26,  27,  or  31.  On  Friday  midnight, 
Dec.  23,  a  cheap  excursion  will  be  run  to  Leicester, 
Loughborough,  Nottingham,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Brad- 
ford, Manchester,  Liverpool,  etc.,  for  three,  four,  or 
eight  days,  and  on  Saturday  midnight,  Dec.  24,  for 
two,  three,  or  seven  days,  and  on  Monday  morning, 
Dec.  26,  a  cheap  excursion  will  be  run  to  Leicester, 
Loughborough,  and  Nottingham,  for  one,  two,  or 
three  days  ;  to  Sheffield  for  two  or  tliree  days  ;  to 
Bedford,  Wellingborough,  Kettering,  and  Market 
Harborough,  for  one,  two,  or  three  days  ;  and  day 
excursion  trains  to  St.  Albans,  Harpenden,  and 
Luton.  Special  football  excursions  from  St.  Pancras 
to  Birmingham  on  Boxing  Day,  Dec.  26,  for  one, 
two,  or  six  days  ;  to  Nottingham,  Leicester,  and 
Sheffield,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  27,  for  one,  two,  three,  or 
five  days  ;  to  Sheffield,  Leicester,  and  Nottingham, 
on  Wednesday,  Dec.  28,  for  one,  two,  three,  or  four 
days.  Cheap  excursion  trains  will  be  r>m  from 
St.  Pancras  to  Carli.sle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Greenock,    Dundee,    Aberdeen,    etc.,    on  Friday 


456 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


December  17,  1904 


Dec."  23,  for  five  or  sixteen  days,  and  on  Friday, 
Dec.  30,  for  seven  or  sixteen  days.  The  sixteon-day 
tickets  will  be  available  for  retin'ning  on  any  day 
within  sixteen  days  from  and  including  the  date  of 
issue.  Cheap  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  from 
St.  Pancras  on  Friday,  Dec.  23,  to  Dublin,  Cork, 
Killamey,  Limerick,  etc.,  via  Heysham  or  via 
Liverpool,  available  for  sixteen  days ;  on 
Friday,  Dec.  23,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  Port- 
rush,  etc.,  via  Heysham,  via  Harrow,  wVf  Li\erpool, 
or  via  Stranraer  and  Larne,  available  for  sixteen 
days  ;  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  20,  to  Londonderry,  via 
Heysham  ;  and  on  Thvirsday,  Dec.  22,  to  Lon- 
donderry, via  Liverpool,  available  for  return- 
ing on  any  week-day  on  which  the  .steamer  sails, 
within  sixteen  days  from  and  including  date  of  issue. 
On  Saturday,  Dec.  21,  cheap  excursion  tickets  for 
half,  two,  or  three  days  will  bo  issued  from  St. 
Pancras  and  other  stations  to  Bedford,  Olney, 
Wellingborough,  and  Kettering,  as  per  bills.  On 
Christmas  Day  cheap  day  excursion  tickets  will  l)e 
issued  to  Southend-on-Sea  from  St.  Pancras,  Kentish 
Town,  Walthamstow,  Leystonstone,  and  stations  on 
the  Tottenham  and  Forest  Gate  Joint  Line.  Christ- 
mas Parcels  Traffic. — In  connection  with  the  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year  traffic,  the  Midland  Railway 
Company  have  made  the  most  complete  arrange- 
ments for  the  collection,  quick  transit,  and  prompt 
delivery  of  parcels  in  London  and  tlie  many  pro- 
vincial towns  on  their  system.  Frequent  collections 
will  be  made  from  the  receiving  offices,  and  tlie 
traffic  will  be  despatched  by  first  train  after  receipt. 
Special  trains  will  bo  rim,  antl  througli  \'ans  attacliod 
to  the  principal  express  and^mail  trains  to  accom- 
modate the  traffic. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

The  following  arrangements  have  been  made  by 
the  South-Eastern  and  Cliatham  Railway,  namely : — • 
Week-end  cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  Irom  London 
by  certain  trains  on  Dec.  23,  24,  and  25,  to  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  Bexhill,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Can- 
terbury, Whitstable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  West- 
gats,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich, 
Deal;  Waimer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shornclifle, 
Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone- 
oii-Sea).  These  tickets  will  be  available  for  the 
return  journey,  Dec.  25  to  28.  inclusive.  On  Christ- 
mas Eve  a  fast  late  train  will  be  run  to  Chatham, 
Sittingbourne,  Sheeraess,  Faveisliam,  Whitstable, 


Herne  Bay,  Birclungton,  Wostgate,  Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  Ram.sgate,  Canterbury,  Waimer,  Deal,  and 
Dover,  leaving  Victoria  at  12.30  midnight,  and  Hol- 
born  12.30  midnight,  calling  at  St.  I'aul's  12.31  a.m., 
Elephant  and  Castle  12.3(i  a.m.,  Brixton  12.38  a.m., 
Loughborough  Junction  12.42  a.m.,  and  Herne  Hill 
12.45  a.m.  A  similar  train  will  also  be  run  on 
Christmas  Eve  to  Chislehurst,  Sevcnoaks,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury, 
Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  and  Dover,  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  12.20  midnight,  Waterloo  12.22 
a.m.,  Cannon  Street  12.28  a.m.,  LondonBridga  12.34 
a.m.,  and  New  Cross  at  12.42  a.m.  Week-end  cheap 
tickets  will  be  issued  to  certain  stations  by  tho.se 
trains.  Special  cheap  return  ticket?  will  be  issued 
from  London  to  Marseilles,  Hycres,  Cannes,  Grasso, 
Nice,  Monte  Carlo,  Mentone,  and  other  stations  on 
the  French  Riviera,  via  Folko^tono  and  Boulogne, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.15  p.m.  on  Dec.  23.  Cheap 
excursions  will  also  riui  from  London  t  j  Paris,  via 
Dover-Calais  and  Folkestone-Boulogne,  on  Dec.  21, 
22,  23,  and  24 ;  also  from  London  to  Brussels,  tia 
Dover  -  Calais,  Folkestone  -  Boulogne,  and  Dover- 
Ostend,  from  Doc.  21  to  2G,  inclusive.  For  golfing 
at  Le  Touquet  (in  the  North  of  France)  .spet'ial 
arrangements  have  been  made.  On  Christmas  Day 
several  extra  trains  will  run,  but  the  ordinary  ser- 
vices will  bo  as  on  Sundays.  On  Boxing  Day,  chean 
pantomime  excursions  will  be  run  from  the  principal 
stations  to  London,  returning  about  midnight. 
Frequent  special  and  ordinary  trains  will  be  nm 
from  Victoria,  Holborn,  Ludgate  Hill,  and  St.  Paul's 
to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level  Station)  and  vice 
ve.-fa.  During  the  holidays  several  trains  will  be 
withdrawn  or  altered.  Full  particulars,  as  to  times 
of  trains,  alterations  in  train  services,  etc.,  will  be 
found  in  tho  holiday  programme  and  bills. 


LONDON,    BRIGHTON,    AND  SOUTH-COAST 
RAILWAY. 

'J'his  pr.igrcssive,  up-to-date  company  armounce 
cheap  foiu'teon-day  excursions  to  Dieppe^  Rouen,  and 
Paris  by  the  picturesque"  and  cheapest  route  to  Paris, 
viri.  Newhav.Mi  and  Dieppe,  on  Wednesday.  Tluu'sday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday,  Dec.  21,  22,  23,  and  24, 
returning  any  day  within  fouvt  en  days  by  any  train 
according  to  class,  and  by  any  night  service  steamer. 
Friday  to  Tuesday  cheap  return  tickets  to  Dieppe 
will  ba  issued  on  Friday-,  Satvu'day,  Sunday,  and 
Monday,  D.^c.  23,  24,  25,  and  2().    All  ordinary  return 


tick  its  issued  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Dec.  24  and 
25,  will  be  available  for  the  return  journey  up  to  the 
evening  of  Tuesday,  Dec.  27.  The  week-end  cheap 
return  tickets  issued  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Simday,  D.ic.  23,  24,  an;l  25,  will  be  available  to  return 
on  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday, 
Dec.  25,  20,  27,  and  28.  Cheap  day  return  tickets 
are  issued  from  London  and  certain  suburban  stations 
to  Brighton,  Shorehaiii,  Worthing,  Eastbourne, 
Seaford,  Newhaven,  Hastings,  St.  Leonards,  Bexhill, 
Littlehampton,  Bognor,  Chichester  (for  Selsey)  (for 
full  particulars,  see  special  bills).  The  Crystal  I'alace, 
Boxing  Day,  Monday,  D^c-  2(),  special  holiday  enter- 
taintnents.  Frociuant  special  trains  between  London 
Bridge,  Victoria,  Kensington  (Addison-road),  West 
15rompton,  Clapham  .Junction,  and  the' Crystal  Palace 
a-i  ro(|uirod  by  the  traffic;.  Increased  facilities  for 
booking  passeng:'rs. — Station  booking-offices  con- 
stantly opan. — Tne  booking-offices  at  London  Bridge, 
Victoria,  and  Kensington  (Addison-road)  Stations,  and 
also  at  th'>  stations  generally  on  the  London,  Brighton, 
and  South-Coast  Railway,  will  be  kept  constantly 
opan  every  week-day  between  the  hours  of  8  a.m.  and 
8  p.m.,  for  the  sale  of  tickets  and  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  information  to  passengers. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Central  Railway  Company  have  issued 
an  A.B.C.  programme  of  their  excursion  arrange- 
ments for  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  holidays  from 
London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and 
mctr  )politan  stations  to  all  the  principal  towns  in 
the  Midlands,  North  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland.  The  guide  contains  complete  information 
as  to  times  of  starting,  faros,  dates,  and  times  of 
return,  etc.,  for  any  station  (alphabetically  ar- 
ranged). Th?  facilities  are  very  comprehensive. 
Copies  can  be  obtained  free  on  application  at  Mary- 
lebone Station  or  at  any  of  the  company's  town 
offices  and  agencies.  The  company  have  also  made 
complete  arrangements  for  the  collection,  quick 
transit,  and  prompt  delivery  of  Christmas  packages 
in  all  the  chiaf  towns  on  their  .system.  Frequent 
collections  of  parcels  will  be  made  at  the  receiving 
offices  in  London  and  other  large  centres,  and  the 
traffic  will  be  despatched  by  the  first  available  train 
after  receipt.  Special  trains  will  be  run,  and 
through  vans  attached  to  the  principal  express  and 
mail  trains  to  accommodate  the  traffic.  Reduced 
through  rates  aro  now  in  operation. 
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WEX-FLY  FISHING 

METHODICALLY  CONSIDERED.  By   E.  JVC.  TOI>. 


SOME  EXTRACTS  FROM  PRESS  OPINIONS. 


The  Field  says:  "A  valuable  arlditioii  to 
the  literature  of  fly-lishiiif;,  and  one  which  we 
commend  to  the  attention  of  every  Hy-tisher, 
whether  his  lines  1  le  cast  on  a  Koss-shire  peat- 
stained  burn  or  a  crystal  Hampshire  stream. 

.  .  One  of  the  most  original,  dogmatic, 
reliable,  practical,  and  generally  amusing 
books  w'hich  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  to 
read  for  many  a  long  day.  We  must  not 
omit  to  add  a  word  iu  praise  of  some  charming 
illustrations  of  typical  Scotch  waters  by  Mr. 
Walter  Puttick." 

The  Fishing  Gazette.— Mr.  E.B.Marston, 
Editor,  after  remarking  tliat  the  Author  had' 
been  a  contributor  since  1880,  says:—"  I  have, 
during  that  time,  met  many  anglers  who  have 
fished  with  Mr.  Tod,  and  1  have  never  heard 
anything  Init  praise  of  his  skill  with  the  wet- 
Hy  ;  such  praise  has  long  ago  convinced  me 
that  he  is  not  merely  a  first-rate  hand,  but 
one  of  the  few  pre-eminent  ones." 

Illustrated  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
News.—".  .  .  His  Ijook  is  eminently  a  wel- 
come addition  to  our  angling  literature." 

Country  Life.—"  A  very  practical  treatise. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  hints  .  .  .  pleasantly 
conveyed.   The  book  is  full  of  information." 

The  Scottish  Field. — "It  is  written  by  a 
fisherman  who  has  piactised  the  art  with 
phenomenal  success  .  .  .  matter-of-fact  and 
business-like  in  its  treatment ;  thoroughly 
clear  and  simple ;  always  bright  and  in- 
teresting, and  sometimes  even  racy.  From 
board  to  board  it  is  uniformly  practical,  and 
may  be  safely  commended  for  its  astute 
guidance  at  every  point." 

Daily  News.— "Contains  the  precepts  of 
that  veteran,  Mr.  K.  M.  Tod.  No  higher 
comj)liment  can  be  paid  than  to  .say  that  the 
treatise  is  calculated  to  make  the  dry-fly 
fisherman  a  convert  to  the  wet-tly  method."; 

The  Daily  Scotsman. — "  Mr.  Tod  is  an  enthusiast,  and  his  enthusiasm  shines  in  every  page 
of  his  l)ook.  .  .  .  The  pictures  are  excellent.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  book,  there  is'a  suggestion 
of  running  water  and  rising  trout  in  it.  It  is  bright,  I'acy,  and  has  the  variety  of  a  typical 
Scottish  water.  Ee  writes  out  of  a  large  and  varied  e.\perience,  and  the  reader  feels  that  he 
writes  that  he  knows  and  testilles  that  he  has  seen.  Anglers  of  all  stages  of  c.vperience  will  get 
profit  as  well  as  pleasure  from  his  book,  which  may  be  most  heartily  commended." 


Specimen  III'::  T.tATiON  from.  ".wet-Fly.  Fishing. 


SOME  EXTRACTS  FROM  PRESS  OPINIONS. 

Times. — '  Instructive  chapters  commended 
by  a  familiar  first-person  style  of  discourse." 

The  Morning  Post. — "Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  has 
achieved  so  great  a  reputation  as  an  angler, 
that  every  fisherman  will  desire  to  read  his 
'Wet-Fly  Fishing.'  It  is  excellent.  ...  It 
is  the  sort  of  book  which  would  make  a  moit 
excellent  gift  to  any  young  angler,  partly 
because  as  mere  reading  it  is  good,  hut 
especially  l)c(  ause  it  would  teach  him  to  use 
his  eyes  and  bis  brain  when  he  is  fishing." 

Pall  Mall  Gazette. — "We' can  say  that 
the  work  is  an  accejjtable  addition  to  the 
literature  of  a  most  interesting  sport,  and 
that  all  throwers  of  the  fly,  be  they  of  the 
wet-  or  the  dry-fly  school,  will  glean  some- 
thing of  value  liy  a  jierusal  of  its  pages.  The 
sketches  contributed  by  Mr.  Walter  PutticH 
are  things  of  beauty." 

St.  James's  Gazette. —  "  Mi\  Tod  has 
made  the  best  use  of  the  time  he  has  spent 
rod  in  hand  ;  he  has  flshed  as  a  true  sports- 
man. .  .  .  This  admirable  little  book  is  full 
lit  interest  for  the  keen  fisherman,  and  of 
counsel  for  the  novice.  .  .  .  '  Wet-Fly  Fish- 
ing' is  well  worth  attention." 

Westminster  Gazette .—  "  Mr.  Tod's 
volume  is  a  book  of  practical  guidance  :  the 
work  of  an  expert  hand.  .  .  .  He  writes  with 
all  the  genuine  angler's  enthusiasm.  Hewill 
be  found  a  reliable  guide." 

The  Spectator.—"  It  is  very  kind  of  an 
expert  in  the  art  and  science  of  angling  to 
tell  his  secrets  to  the  imlearned." 

Publishers'  Circular. — "  We  predict  that, 
the  work  will  become  a  classic,  for  therp 
never  was  a  Ijetter  wet-fiy  fisher  than  Mt. 
E.  M.Tod,  and  he  gives  his  unrivalled  know- 
ledge without  reserve  for  the  benefit  of  the 
young  angler,  and  old  one  too,  for  that 
matter." 

'  A  delightful  volume.  The  book  is  as  interesting  as  such 
As  practised  by  Mr.  Tod,  angling  deserves  to  be  called  a 
-like  Socrates— -le  knows  his  ignorance.    Mr.  Tod  writes 


Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch.— 

enthusiasm  was  bound  to  make  it. 
science.  He  knows  so  nuuh  that 
reverently  of  his  favourite  si)ort." 

Glasgow  Herald.—"  The  old  hand,  as  well  as  the  be  jinner,  will  acquire  a  store  of  useful  wrinkles. 
...  A  volume  which,  we  are  sure,  will  be  read  w ith  pleasure  by  many  an  angler  on  au  '  off  day.'" 
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betters  to  the  Ebitor^ 

[We  do  not  Tiold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


WIRE  TRACES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sm, — Following  my  letter  of  yesterday  in 
reference  to  traces,  I  enclose  you  a  little  piece  of 
each  of  the  three  different  strengths  we  are  making 
our  ■■  Punjab  "  wire  in,  and  I  would  like  you  par- 
ticularly to  observe  that  if  you  cross  the  wire  as  I 
show  in  the  sketch  herewith,  and  pull  it  across,  it 
does  not  form  a  kink  and  break.  Now,  if  you  will 
try  the  complete  trace,  whicli  is  certainly  "  a  thing 
of  b?auty  with  its  lovely  swivels,"  you  will  find  that 
if  you  try  it  in  the  same  way,  it  forms  a'  kink  and 
cuts  itself  in  two  on  being  pulled.  This  is  one  of 
the  differences  between  what  we  are  producing  and 
this  imitation.  The  sample  I  send  of  course  is  in 
the  rough  state,  that  is,  it  is  not  oxidised  nor 
v^arnished,  but  the  wire  being  an  amalgum  only 
partly  steel,  it  is  not  very  liable  to  rust,  and  it 
certainly  does  make  some  very  neat  and  very  strong 
traces. 

You  will  see  I  have  been  trying  the  trace  which 
has  broken  the  first  time  I  crossed  it.  I  enclose 
you  one  of  ths  traces  as  at  present  made  of  the 
finest  size  of  amalgum  wire,  and  is  fine  enough  even 
to  use  with  yoiu-  small  "  Silex  "  reel. 

Referring  to  the  traces  which  I  sent  you,  I  might 
mention  that  the  reason  why  it  finishes  with  a 
swivel  is  that  you  cannot  attach  gut  or  any  such 
lik?  material  to  the  wire,  as  the  wire  immediately 
cuts  it  in  two. 

You  will  notice  I  keep  the  swivels  very  small. 
This  is  on  account  of  neatness.  At  the  same  time 
these  swivels  are  strong  enough  for  anything — some 
that  I  have  tested  on  the  dynamometer  pulling  as 
much  as  321b.  before  smashing.  The  double  hook 
catch  at  the  end  is  another  little  idea  of  mine,  and 
is  narrow  shaped  so  that  a  Devon  mount  can  be 
fixed  to  it,  and  on  striking  the  fish  it  will  permit  the 
Devon  to  fly  up  the  trace.  These  traces  we  have 
made  for  a  considerable  period  now,  and  have  sent 
large  numbers  of  them  all  over  the  world,  particularly 
to  India.  In  regard  to  the  swivels,  I  would  like  you 
to  notice  also  the  shape  of  the  eye  of  the  swivels 
where  the  wire  is  attached.  This  oval  sliape  is 
accessary,  as  if  the  ordinary  round  shape  be  used 
the  wire  locks  round  the  back  of  it  and  causes  the 
swivel  to  gyrate. — Yours  truly,         J.  J.  Hahdy. 

Alnwick. 

[The  "  Punjab"  trace  and  .samples  of  wire  sent  by 
Mr.  Hardy  are  first-rate.  I  purposely  kinked  it, 
but  the  kink  pulls  out  straight  without  breaking. 
Tho^e  who  may  have  a  prejudice  against  wire  should 
notgiveitup until theyhavetriedthis"  Punjab  "  kind. 
It  is  not  so  pliable  as  the  twisted  wire  traces  and 
links  sold  by  Messrs.  Farlow,  which  I  find  answer 
admirably,  not  only  for  traces,  but  also  for  pike, 
ive  bait ,  and  paternoster  tackles,  being  infinitely  more 
durable  and  reliable  than  gimp.  I  have  had  so 
many  mishaps  with  gimp  that  I  never  feel  safe 
irith  it.    Mr.  Hardy's  swivels  are  AI.— Ed.] 


WEIGHT  OF  FISH  FROM  LENGTH 
AND  GIRTH. 

JjEAR  Sib, — In  the  Field  of  Dec.  10  there  is  an 
jtnticle  on  "Large  Scottish  Trout  and  Salmon  in 
'l904,"  which  affords  to  those  interested  an  oppor- 

■i'y  of  testing  Colonel    Ranking's  ingenious 
ula  for  calculating  the  weight  of  fish  from  their 
Juiiensions,  as  in  several  instances  the  length  and 
jirth  are  given. 

In  the  case  of  a  trout  of  8|lb.  the  formula  gives 
i  result  of  9-llb.,  and  in  that  of  a  salmon  of  581b. 
;he  result  is  59-31b.  I  have  not  worked  out  the 
Wtnaining  instances  in  which  dimensions  are  given  ; 
»nt  if  in  these  the  results  are  approximately  in 
proportion,  it  looks  as  if  a  deduction  of  about 
jve  per  cent,  must  be  made  in  the  smaller  fish,  and 
>£  two  per  cent,  in  the  larger.  It  might  be  worth 
irttile  to  work  out  the  int?rmediat3  sizes  in  order  to 
ISccrtain  whether  the  proportion  remains  constant. 

After  all,  however,  perhaps  the  simpler  method 
B  to  weigh  the  fish. — Yours  truly, 

Chas.  H.  Alston. 


WHAT  TROUT  IS  IT  ? 

1;i:arSir, — Whilst  fishing  one  of  our  local  rcser- 
^Ufi  last  summer  1  caught  a  trout,  the  species  of 
^Bch  was  unknown  to  mo.  He  took  fly  and  fought 
Hmdidly,  being  as  much  out  of  the  water  as  in  it 
Hing  the  time  I  was  killing  him.  On  making 
Onirics  I  heard  that  others  had  caught  similar 
and  that  they  were  pait  of  a  lot  of  fi.sh  that 
■  raised  from  ova  sent  to  our  association  from 
Jalifornia.  Most  of  this  batch  were  ordinary  rain- 
bow trout,  but  it  seems  some  other  ova  had  got 


mixed  with  them.  Can  you  tell  mo  tho  species 
from  the  following  description  ?  I  think  the  species 
is  well  worth  cultivating.  Weight,  l|lb.  ;  general 
appearance  that  of  a  grilse ;  very  bright  silver 
colour  with  a  beautiful  purple  sheen  on  gill  covers; 
very  lightly  speckled  with  black  spots  on  back  and 
dorsal  fin  ;  tail  black,  but  ventral  fins  pink ;  flesh 
very  deep  red  and  splendid  flavour.  Is  it  one  of 
the  Pacific  salmon  ? — Yours  truly. 

Dotterel  Dun. 

[I  think  it  likely  that  it  is  a  steelhead  trout ;  but 
perhaps  Mr.  Feilding  or  Herr  Jaff6  can  recognise  it 
from  "Dotterel's"  description. — Ed.], 


GRAYLING   SPAWNING  IN   DECEMBER  ! 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  told  that  "  grayling  spawn  in 
April,"  and  that  the  season  for  so  doing  is  a  "  very 
brief  one,"  but  I  have  seen  them  in  the  act  of 
spawning  in  Jime,  and  have  at  times  caught  them 
when  trouting  with  the  spawn  and  milt  running 
from  them  late  in  the  summer  !  To-day  (Dec.  12) 
two  fish,  the  smallest  of  twelve  I  caught,  were 
shedding  ova  when  taken  from  the  water,  not  from 
any  pressure  put  on  in  taking  the  hook  from  their 
lips,  for  both  were  very  slightly  hooked.  I  enclose 
the  fish  for  your  inspection. — Yours  truly. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,      John  E.  Miller. 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

[The  curious  part  of  it  is  the  fish  were  only  about 
eight  inches  in  length.  The  eggs,  small  and  like 
millet  seed,  s  emed  well  developed. — Ed.] 

THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY 
—CHANGE   OF  ADDRESS. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  you  kindly  to  notify  in 
your  columns  that  on  and  after  Dec.  19  this  society's 
official  address  will  be,  St.  Bride's  Institute,  Bride- 
lane  (near  Ludgate  Circus)  ? — Yours  truly, 

H.  W.  HiGGiNS,  Hon.  Sec. 

THE    "PLOUGH    AND    HARROW"  GREAT 
PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  some  statements  of  Mr. 
Jardine's  concerning  this  411b.  pike,  the  following  are 
not  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  facts.  Mr. 
Jardine  says: — "Was  caught  many  years  ago"; 
"  no  weight  recorded  nor  any  inscription  on  the 
glass  case."  There  is  an  inscription  in  bold  gilt 
letters  on  the  glass  case,  "  Caught  by  H.  T.  Mann, 
Jan.  11th,  1899."  It  is  true  that  the  weight  is  not 
recorded  on  the  case.  Mr.  Maim  assures  me  it 
weighed  411b.,  and  he  stated  he  caughl  the  fish  in 
private  waters  near  Cambridge.  'The  pike  was 
landed  by  the  late  Mr.  Morse,  of  Leytonstone-road, 
a  thorough  old  angler  well  known  to  the  writer. 
There  is  also  the  label  inside  the  case  of  the  taxider- 
mist, Mr.  E.  Hesse,  9,  Canal-road,  Mile  End.  I  may 
add  that  Mr.  Mann  is  a  good  angler,  and  laughs  ai 
the  idea  of  his  fish  being  "  a  Dutch  pike." — Yours 
truly,  A.  HoBSON. 

Ill,  Dames-road,  Forest  Gate,  E. 


BAIT .  FOR  PERCH  IN  WINTER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  your  editorial  note  in  answer 
to  a  correspondent  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  re 
ground  baiting  with  miimows  in  a  glass  bowl  with 
considerable  interest.  I  have  often  heard  of  the 
idea,  and  determined  last  September,  when  fishing 
the  Great  Oufe  for  thre3  weeks,  to  put  it  to  the 
trial.  I  obtained  a  large  glass  pickle  jar,  and  put 
therein  about  a  dozen  live  minnows,  and  having 
covered  the  top  with  muslin,  lowered  it  into  a  very 
perchy  looking  hole  in  the  mamier  you  describe.  I 
fished  this  hole  and  another  baited  in  the  same  way 
for  some  time,  but  absolutely  without  result.  These 
occasions  were  about  the  only  ones  during  the  three 
weeks  in  which  I  failed  to  take  perch  with  the 
minnow.  In  the  same  holes,  without  the  ground 
bait,  and  all  along  the  river  for  a  mile  or  more  I  took 
perch  daily  up  to  about  a  pound  in  weight,  and  a 
large  number  of  small  jack  up  to  two  pounds.  On 
one  occasion  my  bait  (a  roach  about  three  inches 
long)  was  just  touching  the  water  preparatory  to 
making  a  cast,  when  a  good  perch  rose  rapidly  at  it 
just  as  I  lifted  it  for  the  cast.  I  let  it  down  into  the 
water  at  the  spot,  and  it  was  immediately  seized  by 
the  perch,  which  turned  out  to  be  a  pounder. 

Do  you  think  the  perch  are  scared  away  rather 
than  attracted  by  the  miusual  appearance  of 
minnows  suspended  in  a  glass  bottle  ? 

Can  you  tell  me  if  ordinary  dubbing  is  a  good 
thing  to  use  for  silk  lines  in  the  same  way  as  mutton 
fat  is  used  ? — Yours  truly,  F.  Smth. 

[I  never  tried  the  glass  bowl,  and  shoulc^  think 
there  is  no  doubt  it  would  frighten  perch  if  it  distorts 
their  features.  Yes,  any  clean  dabbing  will  do  for 
lines.  I  find  "  Gishurstine,"  sold  by  Price's  Patent 
Candle  Co.,  Lambeth,  is  a  very  nice,  cle,an,  pleasant, 


odourless  waterproofing  for  lines;  it  is  also  Al  for 
boots  and  for  lubricating  r-eels,  joints  of  rod«,  and 
keeping  rust  off  Hte<!l,  and  for  any  purpose  where  a 
(^lean  lubricant  is  wanted.  I  rub  it  well  into  my 
reel  lines  of  all  kinds  about  every  other  day  when 
fishing. — Ed.] 

ATTRACTING  PERCH. 

Dear  Sib, — Noticing  your  reply  to  A.  C.  Sharp 
re  minnows  in  a  glass  bowl  for  perch,  it  might 
interest  some  to  know  an  exfjerimcnt  a  friend  of 
mine  once  tried.  Some  years  ago,  when  fishing  at 
tho  Earl  of  Denbigh's  (at  that  time  there  was  good 
perch  fishing),  I  advised  a  friend  of  mine  to  try 
some  minnows  in  a  glass  jar.  So  th<^  next  time  he 
brouglit  a  21b.  glass  jam  jar  and  placed  a  few 
minnows  into  it,  then  tying  it  over  with  a  piece  of 
rag.  Being  a  lake  and  still  water,  we  tied  the  jar 
to  a  piece  of  floating  wood  so  as  to  place  the  Jar  of 
minnows  off  tho  r7iud  at  the  bottom.  Leaving  the 
spot,  we  punted  up  to  the  top  of  the  lake  and  fished 
various  places  and  openings  in  the  weeds  till  we 
arrived  back  to  where  we  had  left  the  jar  of  minnows. 
After  catching  a  nice  few  perch,  my  friend  had 
another  run  with  perch,  as  he  thought,  but  after  the 
usual  time  allowed  for  perch  to  take  the  minnow,  he, 
on  striking,  found  he  had  hooked  a  large  pike,  whicli 
rushed  off  to  the  music  of  the  reel.  Being  hooked  in 
the  corner  of  the  mouth,  the  gut  was  safe,  but  after 
playing  the  fish  a  long  time  the  hook  broke  in  the 
bend.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  glass  at  times 
magnifies  the  minnow,  which  also  attracts  pike  as 
well  as  perch ;  although  I  have  caught  a  minnow 
and  have  gone  a  few  yards  away  and  caught  a  pike 
4|lb.  on  the  same  small  hook  and  miimow. — Yours 
truly,  W.  LiGGlNS. 

Smethwick. 

LOUGH  FERN,  CO.  DONEGAL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  fished  there  in  September  some 
years  ago.  Your  correspondent  in  his  account  of 
Lough  Fern  and  River  Lennan  tells  vrs  nothing 
about  "  flax."  When  the  flax  harvest  is  on  or  over, 
and  the  "  stink-ponds  "  are  in  evidence — by  sight 
and  smell — and  the  bases  of  the  reeds  all  black 
with  the  beastly  refuse — say,  between  the  entrance 
of  the  river  and  its  exit  to  and  from  the  lough — 
much  of  the  pleasm'e  is  taken  away,  and  the  fish 
get  "  ogly,  very  ogly."  We  used  to  call  the  edge 
of  the  big  reed  bed  "  The  Hotel  "—locally,  I  pre- 
sume. We  did  not  stay  at  either  of  the  hotels, 
and  we  came  once  byRamelton,  and  once  by  Letter- 
kenny,  and  we  both — my  chmn  and  I — fished  and 
shot  snipe  and  duck  at  "  flight  "  at  the  lower  end. 
We  were  there  both  for  flshing,  and  at  mid-winter 
for  shooting.  I  don't  know  if  things  are  changed 
now,  and  would  be  glad  to  learn  the  present  aspects 
of  Lough  Fern  in  such  affairs  of  le  sport. — Yours 
truly,  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown. 


ANGLING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — What  do  you  think  of  this  ?  A 
friend  of  mine — a  sporting  retired  Navy  doctor — 
writes  to  me,  on  having  made  up  his  mind  to  change 
his  residence  : — "  I  shall  miss  the  pleasures  of  the 
river,  which  were  no  doubt  a  great  attraction  here  ; 
but  every  dog  has  his  day,  and  I  suppose  I  must  be 
satisfied  with  recollections  of  the  past  as  regards 
sport,  and  having  caught  forty-three  salmon  in  free 
water  last  season — nearly  every  one  with  the  flj- ; 
it  is  a  decent  record  with  which  to  lay  down  the  rod." 
— YourS  truly,         A  Brother  of  the  Angle. 

FISHING  IN  THE  NOTTINGHAJVI  STYLE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  we  read  a 
good  deal  of  the  Nottingham  style  of  fishing.  It  is 
spoken  of  as  being  almost  imiversally  known,  j-et  in 
our  district,  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  we  very 
seldom  see  anyone  fishing  in  ihat  style.  I  myself 
have  tried  it  in  my  own  way,  but  there  are  certain 
questions  I  should  like  to  ask,  in  the  hope  of  being 
answered,  so  tha"^  I  may  bo  more  successful. 

The  local  people  round  here  use  a  rod  iOft.  6in. 
with  a  reel.  This  looks  as  though  they  would  do 
a  good  deal  of  "  far-off  "  fishing,  but  it  is  not  so. 
They  find  places,  still  and  deep  near  the  side,  and 
fish  on  or  near  the  bottom  (mostly  on  the  bo;tom) 
with  one  or  two  shots,  the  float  being  flat,  or  jusc 
sloping,  "  sticking  out  like  a  snag."  And  not  in 
winter  only  do  they  pursue  this  method,  but  in 
summer  at  the  beginning  of  the  season.  If  they 
use  the  ledger  at  all,  it  is  only  that  they  may  fish 
out  in  the  centre  of  the  current,  the  weight  enabling 
them  to  get  well  out ;  this  when  tried  is  only  in 
winter.  During  the  last  three  years  I  have  been 
down  fishing  regularlj^  but  during  the  whole  of 
that  time  I  have  only  seen  "  swimming  "  (that  is, 
the  Nottingham  style)  fished  four  or  five  times. 

The  favourite  places  of  the  natives  are  holes,  or, 
as  they  call  them,  "  hoils."  I  must  say  that  the 
general  experience  is  that  few  fish  are  caught,  and 
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much  tackle  lost  by  getting  the  hook  or  shots  fast 
on  the  bottom.  The  old  patriarchs,  even,  men 
who  have  been  anglers  for  tliirty  years,  still  follow 
this  old  way,  sitting  down  before  a  hole,  for  better 
or  for  worse. 

It  has  been  my  fate  to  be  by  no  means  lucky, 
but  the  best  of  my  fish  have  certainly  been  caught 
while  swimming  the  bait.  These  are  a  few  qiiostions 
I  should  like  answered  :—(!)  Is  the  Notts  style 
as  effective  in  winter  as  in  summer  ?  (2)  Is  during 
low  water  the  only  time  to  fish  this  way  V  (3)  Does 
the  number  of  shots  to  be  used  depend  on  tlic 
force  of  the  current  ?  (4)  Why  is  such  a  heavy 
tackle  recommended  for  chub  fishing,  as  in  "John 
Bickerdyke's "  book  on  coarse  fishing.  I  have 
often  been  puzzled  in  fishing  a  strong  stream  with, 
say,  two  or  three  shots  this  size  O  (for  roach),  to 
find  the  float  laying  down  almost  flat,  until  the 
stiller  water  near  the  bank  was  reached,  when  the 
float  would  gently  cock.  Is  this  owing  to  not  having 
enough  shot  on  ?  In  the  shallow  three-feet  swims, 
with  a  very  slow  stream,  I  can  do  very  well,  even 
with  a  4-inch  porcupine  quill  and  one  shot  only. 
It  is  the  heavy  water  which  puzzles  me. — Yours 

truly^  COMMONEB. 

"A  GREAT  SCIENTIFIC  DISCOVERY"  FOR 

PURIFYING   HOUSE   SEWERAGE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  a  cutting  of  great  interest 
from  the  Scotsman  of  to-day  (Dec.  12).  Observe 
that  the  discovery  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthew 
Montgomeris  Neilson,  "  an  old  Merchistonian."  To 
the  world  at  large  perhaps  1  may  bo  permitted  to 
state  that  the  term  "  Merchistonian  "  indicates  that 
Mr.  Neilson  was  educated  at  the  well-known  public 
school  near  Edinburgh,  called  Mcrchiston  Castlo 
School.  From  CasselFs  "  Old  and  New  Edinburgh," 
this  paragraph  gives  a  special  interest  to  the  term  : 

"  Sir  Alexander  Napier,  of  Merchiston  and  Edin- 
bellie,  who  was  latterly  Master  of  the  Mint  to 
James  VI.,  was  father  of  John  Napier,  the  celebrated 
inventor  of  Logarithms,  who  was  born  in  Merchiston 
Castle  in  1550." 

I  myself  am  an  old  "  Merchistonian,"  as  was  my 
late  (and  only)  brother.  Indeed,  I  have  contributed 
on  two  or  three  occasions  to  its  capital  school 
magazine,  The  Merchistonian,  during  the  head- 
mastership  of  the  late  Dr.  Rogerson.  And  I  am 
sure  that  my  old  school,  which  to-day  holds  its 
head  up  well  under  its  present  popular  "  head,"  will 
take  a  legitimate  pride  in  its  late  pupil  Mr.  Neilson's 
scientific  discovery. 

The  discovery  may  have  far-reaching  effects. 
Indeed,  it  appears  to  me  one  of  almost  incalculable 
value,  for  what  can  be  of  greater  interest  to  us  than 
any  discovery  which  indicates  the  direction  by 
which,  in  time,  drainage  shall  enter  our  streams  in 
such  a  form  as  no  longer  to  be  inimical  to  fish  life, 
the  which  to-day  is  far  from  being  the  case. — Yours 
truly.  E-  M.  Tod. 

[Here  is  the  extract  from  the  Scotsman  of  Dec.  12 
kiiadly  sent  by  Mr.  Tod.  Mr.  Neilson's  method 
seems  to  bo  similar  to  the  bacteriological  system  of 
sewage  treatment  which  is  in  use  in  many  places. 
If  his  discovery  is  all  that  is  claimed  for  it,  it  will 
certainly  be  of  immense  importance  in  the  future. 
—Ed.] 

"A  Great  Scientific  Discovery." 
From  the  Scotsman,  Dec.  12. 
A  Scottish  correspondent,  residing  in  Florence, 
vvrites  : — "Mr.  Matthew  Montgomerie  Neilson,  a 
member  of  the  well-known  Glasgow  family  of  that 
name,  and  an  old  Merchistonian,  has  made  a  dis- 
covery which  is  likely  to  prove  an  incalculable 
benefit  to  the  whole  world.  He  has,  in  the  course 
of  research,  discovered  a  microbe  hitherto  unknown, 
which  devours  all  zymotic  germs  in  drainage,  and 
when  it  has  done  its  work  dies  and  dissolves.  Mr. 
Neilson  is  an  engineer  wlio  has  been  resident  in 
Italy  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  has  devoted 
much  attention  to  the  question  of  drainage,  alike  in 
town  and  country.  After  years  of  untiring  experi- 
ment, he  has  found  that  Nature  herself  is  but  too 
ready  to  destroy  her  own  noxious  refuse,  if  she  be 
rightly  guided.  Accordingly  this  shrewd  observer  of 
Nature's  ways  has  inventedjan  automatic  biological 
tank,  applicable  to  dwelling  houses  of  any  description, 
wherein  his  microbe  disports  itself  by  transforming 
the  sewerage  into  an  odourless,  colourless  liquid, 
which  is  perfectly  innoxious  to  human  life,  and 
may  therefore  be  safely  permitted  to  flow  off  into 
street  drains  and  thence  into  rivers.  This  trans- 
formed liquid  has  been  subjected  to  the  piiblic 
analyst  by  order  of  the  Comrruino  of  Florence,  and 
it  is  pronounced  to  be  '  clear  water,  but  undrinkable.' 
Mr.  Neilson  has  patented  his  apparatus  in  Italy,  and 
is  now  applying  for  patents  in  other  European 
countries  and  in  America.  This  week  a  German 
has  written  to  him  offering  to  buy  all  his  patents  ! 
The  apparatus  is  at  work  in  many  private  hovises 
and  public  buildings  in  Floronco.    Ere  long  the 


beautiful  City  of  Flowers  will  be  perfumed  only  by 
its  roses,  and  the  muddy  Arno  will  be  as  pure  as  in 
the  days  when  Etruscan  Fiesole  was  mirrored  in  its 
crystal  windings  on  the  uninhabited  plain." 

TO  PREPARE  A  LAKE  FOR  TROUT. 

Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  your  corrospondent,JThos. 
Kingscote,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  3,  the  holes 
where  water  remains  should  be  thoroughly  limed 
to  kill  any  pike  or  coarse  fish  which  may  remain. 
It  is  not  likely  that  there  would  be  any  spawn  of 
coa,rse  fish  present  at  this  time  of  year.  The  longer 
the  pond  can  remain  empty  with  bottom  exposed 
to  the  air  and  frost  the  better. — Yours  faithfully, 

Exe  Valley  Fishery.  Theo.  F.  Tracy. 

THE  RAINBOW  A  SUCCESS  IN  CEYLON- 
PRACTICAL  fish-culturist  wanted. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  now  about  two  years  and  a  half 
since  I  and  a  friend  of  mine  discovered  the  interesting 
fact  that  rainbow  trout  have  bred  in  our  streams 
here.  For  about  fourteen  years  the  Ceylon  Fishing 
Club  had  been  experimenting  with  the  ordinary 
brown  trout,  but  although  the  ova  of  this  variety 
stood  the  transit  from  England  fairly  well,  it  failed 
to  breed  entirely.  The  rainbow  ova,  on  the  other 
hand,  proved,  on  the  whole,  more  liable  to  go  wrong, 
and  some  of  our  results  from  shipments  have  been 
greatly  disappointing — I  might  almost  say  total 
failures.  The  expense  attending  these  experiments 
has  been  very  heavy  for  the  small  community  of 
fishermen  in  the  island,  and  the  constantly  recurring 
failures  from  imported  ova  has  at  last,  after  much 
agitation,  induced  the  club  to  take  steps  to  put  its 
pisciculture  on  a  sounder  footing. 

The  steps  are,  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  man 
from  home  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
management  of  a  hatchery,  construction  of  same 
and  stew  ponds,  obtaining  his  breeding  fish,  stripping 
and  fertilising  the  ova,  and  in  fact  the  whole  work 
of  a  small  hatchery.  The  Ceylon  Fishing  Club  will 
be  much  obliged  for  any  hints  as  to  the  best  way  to 
obtain  the  man  they  require,  and  also  to  get  some 
idea  of  what  salary  he  would  require  on  a  three 
years'  agreement.  The  hatchery  will  in  all  pro- 
bability be  situated  in  Newara  Eliya,  where  our 
imported  ova  have  hitherto  been  hatched.  This  is 
a  delightful  sanatorium  0200  feet  above  the  sea. 
The  stream  and  lake  are  at  present  fairly  well 
stocked  with  rainbows,  and  we  hope  that  from  this 
source  of  supply  he  will  succeed  in  obtaining  about 
100,000  ova  in  his  first  season.  The  temperature  of 
the  Newara  Eliya  water  is  not|the  lowest  obtainable 
in  Ceylon,  ffhere  is  a  plateau  that  lies  very  nearly 
ono  thousand  feet  higher,  where  no  doubt  somewhat 
more  satisfiietory  results  due  to  a  lower  temperature 
would  be  obtained.  But  I  fear  this  is  impracticable, 
owing  to  the  fact  that,  but  for  a  rest  house,  there 
is  no  house  accommodation  whatever.  The  tem- 
peratuie  of  the  water  here  would  be,  say,  fifty  degrees 
compared  with  fifty-four  degrees  or  so  in  Newara 
Eliya.  So  far  as  "natural  breeding  is  concerned, 
fifty-four  degrees  seems  to  suit  rainbows  very  well ; 
the  stream  in  Newara  Eliya,  having  this  as  an 
average,  carries  quite  a  good  stock  of  country  bred 
fish. 

We  hope  before  many  years  are  over,  and  when 
our  own  requirements  have  been  met,  to  be  in  a 
position  to  supply  ova  to  those  parts  of  India  and 
Burmah  where  there  are  suitable  waters,  and  we 
feel  convinced  from  what  has  occurred  'n  Ceylon 
with  rainbow  trout  that  the  introduction  of  this 
variety  there  will  be  a  great  success.  There  is  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be.  It  has  yet  to  be 
proved  where  the  rainbow  will  not  thrive  in  Ceylon. 
It  has  been  caught  at  an  altitude  of  4500  feet, 
weighing  31b.,  it  has  bred  at  5000  feet,  and  is  now 
being  tried  in  a  reservoir  near  Kandy  at  3500. 
Many  of  us  believe  it  will  thrive  down  to  sea  level. 
Time  alone  can  form  its  limitations.  Apologising 
for  the  length  of  my  letter, — Yours  truly, 

Member  op  Managing  Committee. 

[I  shall  be  glad  to  help  our  friends  in  Ceylon  by 
receiving  and  sending  out  addresses  of  really  practical 
fish-breeders  competent  to  undertake  the  work  re 
quired,  and  able  to  furnish  satisfactory  testimony  as 
to  character  and  competence.  It  is  excellent  news  to 
hear  that  the  rainbows  are  breeding  naturally  in 
some  of  the  rivers  of  Ceylon.  I  should  be  grateful 
to  any  reader  in  New  Zealand  who  can  give  vis  the 
latest  news  abovit  the  rainbow  in  that  cotmtry. — Ed.] 

THE  AMATEUR  FLY  DRESSER. 
Dear  Sir, — He  fairly  goes  wild  over  his  hobby, 
does  the  amateur  fly  dresser.  Nothing  is  safe  from 
him,  be  it  of  a  featliery,  furry,  or  woolly  nature. 
I  didn't  much  mind  my  wife  and  daughters'  hats 
being  plucked  of  their  feathers,  or  bits  of  elastic 
being  pulled  out  to  make  "  John  Bickerdyke's  " 
rubber-bodied  flies,  or  their  small  scissors  being 
continually  missing,  nor  that  my  grandmother's 
white  cockatoo  presenting  an  appearance  of  having 


just  moulted,  when  he  should  have  been  in  full 
plumage,  because  these  things  didn't  affect  lue 
personally;  but  I  didn't  like  it  a  bit  when  I  found'' 
small  pieces  of  my  celluloid  bicycle  handles  snipp 
off  and  films  taken  out  of  my  Kodak  to  make, 
ho  said,  celluloid-bodied  flics,  thereby  distincth 
infringing  Mr.  Marston's  clever  patent.  But  wheg 
it  came  to  my  own  spaniel  dog  being  denuded  as  t 
his  tail  hairs,  I  felt  I  must  protest.  But  the  arnateu 
fly  dresser  only  replied  that  Izaak  Walton,  or,  ratheri 
Cotton,  had  mentioned  the  hairs  from  a  blactf 
long-coated  cur  "  as  making  the  best  hackles  for  i 
"  rod  brown  "  fly.  I  didn't  much  like  my  dog  bein^ 
called  a  "  long-coated  cur,"  but  1  suppose  that  wa 
Cotton's  fault. 

I  had  excellent  expectations  from  a  maiden  aun^ 
and  in  the  kindness  of  my  heart  offered  to  take  it 
and  do  for  her  pet  bullfinch  during  her  visit  to  thfl 
Continent.  But,  unfortunately,  the  amateur  fl« 
dresser  came  along,  and  the  bullfinch  is  now  alniosl 
bald-headed  and  very  ragged  about  the  sides  and 
back.  But  he  said  he  really  couldn't  help  it,  the 
feathers  would  make  such  capital  "  Black  Gnats  " 
and  "  Blue  Uprights  "  !  And  the  worst  of  it  ia 
that  bully  won't  have  time  to  grow  a  fresh  crop 
of  feathers  before  my  aunt  comes  back,  and  then — 
but  I  don't  like  to  think  of  it. 

Even  the  very  carpets  we  tread  on,  the  very  bed 
wo  sleep  on,  are  not  safe  from  his  depredations. 
The  blankets  afford  him  bodies  for  May  Flies  (a 
fancy  of  his  own)  and  the  pillows  are  ransacked  for 
honey  dun  hackles.  Even  the  poor  blue  Per.sian 
torn  cat  is  pillaged  of  his  fur  to  make  tails  and 
bodies  for  Blue  Duns,  and  if  it  was  not  that  it 

Erotests  with  tooth  and  nail  most  forcibly,  it  might 
e  in  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  cockatoo  and 
the  bullfinch. 

Goodness  knows  what  the  amateur  fly  dresser 
will  ravage  next,  for  he  has  the  eccentricity  of 
genius,  and  is  very  inventive  and  can  make  flies  out 
of  anything,  and  I  live  in  dread  of  losing  the  hairs 
of  my  head  or  seeing  my  wife  prematurely  bald. 
He  is  a  more  or  less  harmless  lunatic  is  an  amateur 
fly  dresser,  but  it  is  just  as  well  when  he  is  about  to 
lock  up  anything  of  a  furry,  feathery,  or  woolly 
nature.— Yours  truly,  R.  W.  Vernon. 

GOLDFISH  ANGLING  IN  NOVEMBER. 
Dear  Sib, — On  Friday  afternoon  (November  18), 
having  nothing  particular  to  do,  I  determined  to 
try  my  skill  at  catching  a  goldfish  or  two.  The 
scene  of  the  fishery  is  a  shallow  warm  water  dam, 
with  stone-built  sides,  used  in  connection  with  the 
Lowmore  Iron  Company.  The  fishing  is  free,  and 
as  the  neighbourhood  is  populous,  the  fish,  especially 
the  goldfish — of  which  there  is  one  to  about  a 
dozen  bronze  carp — are  in  consequence  very  shy. 
Besides  goldfish  and  bronze  carp  there  are  roach 
and  a  few  gudgeon  in  the  dam,  but  I  have  never 
caught  either  of  these  with  floating  ground-bait,  as 
is  my  usual  method  of  catching  goldfish.  Ha\  ing 
arrived  at  the  dam,  I  fastened  a  piece  of  bread 
to  the  side  with  a  yard  of  string,  and  by  the 
time  I  had  fastened  another  half  slice  at  the  other 
side  of  the  dam  and  arranged  my  tackle,  the  fish 
were  beginning  to  rise  to  the  bait.  I  was  fishing 
with  single  hair  and  a  No.  14  hook  (old  numbering), 
and  I  had  not  to  watch  the  pellet  of  paste  long 
before  it  was  taken.  I  invariably  miss  the  first  two 
or  three  bites  and  afterwards  seldom  miss  another, 
and  this  was  no  exception  to  the  rule.  In  about 
five  minutes  from  beginning  to  fish  I  had  a  bronze 
carp,  and  now  fish  came  fast  on  to  the  bank,  and 
in  about  half  an  hour  I  had  twelve  bronze  carp, 
when  I  caught  a  goldfish.  After  catching  several 
more  of  the  common  type  a  small  bronze  carp  came 
out,  which  had  a  round  nose  and  roundish  body  like 
a  gudgeon,  a  short  dorsal  fin,  and  a  deformed  gill 
cover.  I  have  never  seen  one  like  it  before,  and 
thought  it  rather  a  curiosity.  Whilst  going  round 
to  look  at  the  second  ground-bait  I  saw  a  g' 1  '  ' 
near  the  side,  and  after  carefully  placing  m\ 
before  it,  it  rewarded  me  by  swimming  awa> 
it  had  seen  a  ghost — as  they  generally  do  • 
such  conditions — for  the  only  reason  that  then 
no  ground-bait.  I  found  the  second  bait  unremune- 
rative,  from  being  difficult  to  fish,  and  when  I 
returned  to  the  first,  it  had  become  dark,  so  as  t.' 
render  it  necessary  to  fish  by  feeling  the  bites,  ami 
in  this  way  I  caught  a  beautiful  mottled  silverfi.sh. 
Altogether,  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  twenty  lisli 
were  captured.  I  do  not  generally  try  for  numbers, 
but  by  purposely  missing  the  bronze  carp  generally 
contrive  to  catch  more  goldfish.  The  fishing  does 
not  seem  to  vary  at  different  times  of  the  year,  and 
this  is  perhaps  due  to  the  water  being  kept  at  an 
even  temperature  from  the  turning  in  of  the  hot 
water  out  of  the  boiler  in  the  works.  As  a  proof  ol 
the  superiority  of  floating  ground-bait  over  bottom 
fishing  in  the  roach  method,  it  may  be  stated  that 
the  latter  generally  yields  about  two  fish  in  an  after- 
noon.— Yours  truly,    J.  H.  Hibst. 


1 


December  24,  1904 


THE  FTSHINa  GAZETTE 


159 


NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  465.] 

The  Fismxo  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  \V.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Kailway  Book- 
stalla,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communicationrrelating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Keview,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
orily,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
f?ood  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  FlsmxQ  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   . .        . .        . .        . .        . .      10s.  6d. 

Six  Slonths  ditto  ditto  5s.  id. 

TTaree  Months      ditto  ditto        . .       2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies.  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage     . .        . .      12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7    7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page  «  . .        . .        . .  15  0 

Small  advertisements  5«.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 

addressed  to  the  Advektisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

AdvertUementi  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "  BTVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  24^  1904.- 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Striped  Bass  for  English  Water. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing,  writing  to  me  on 
Dec.  1,  says  : — • 

"  My  dear  Sir,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  2, 
1904,  you  say,  '  and  should  especially  like  to  have 
Dr.  Patterson's  opinion  as  to  whether  the  striped 
bass  would  not  be  a  fine  fish  to  attempt  to  acclima- 
tise.' 

"I  came  across  the  enclosed,  which  you  will  see 
bears  on  the  subject.  Some  one  at  one  time  said 
in  an  article  in  '  Blackwood's  Magazine '  that 
'  Scotland  would  be  the  finest  angling  country  in 
the  world  if  they  only  had  striped  bass.'  I 
have  had  it  searched  for,  but  thus  far  in  vain. 
Wishing  you  the  merriest  kind  of  a  Christmas  and 
many  Happy  New  Years." 

The  opinion  Mr.  Fearing  refers  to  is  one  expressed 
by  Parker  Gilmore,  so  well  known  as  "  Ubique," 
in  Oun,  Rod  and  Saddle,  published  in  1869,  as 
follows  : — 

"  I  believe  that  this  fish  could  be  most  easily 
introduced  to  our  waters,  and  that  he  is  well 
deserving  of  the  effort,  for  he  is  very  hardy,  and  I 
do  not  think  so  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  pollution 
that  HO  many  of  our  streams  suffer  from  ;  they 
also  appear  to  be  immensely  prolific,  for  traffic, 
netting,  drainage,  etc.,  may  have  reduced  their 
numbcr.s,  still  they  are  to  be  found  in  great  abund- 
ance even  in  such  crowded  water  thoroughfares  as 
the  Bay  of  New  York,  Hudson  and  East  rivers 
(alas,  no  more  !),  that  any  fjerson  duly  initiated  in 
the  necessary  mysteries  can,  at  the  proper  seasons, 
confidently  exf)ect  a  heavy  basket  as  a  reward 
.r  his  trouble,  and  that  within  sight  of  the  numerous 
[.ires,  storehouses,  and  business  haunts  of  their 
iiandsome  metropolis. 

"  f>reat  and  unprecedented  trouble  has  been 
Ifitely  taken  successfully  to  introdu(;e  salmon  and 
trout  to  the  southern  hemisphere  ;  with  how  much 
l'%ss  difficulty  would  this  fish  l)e  transported  here  ; 
no  tropics  to  cross,  only  one-fourth  or  fifth  the 
'listance  to  traverse,  and  steamships  to  be  found 
ailing  almost  every  day  of  the  week.  Certainly 


this  matter  is  worthy  of  consideration,  for  not  only 
would  thousands  find  amusement  and  healtii  in  their 
capture,  but  a  wholesome  and  excellent  article  of 
food  be  provided  for  our  immense  population." 

There  probably  would  not  be  much  difficulty  in 
getting  the  fish  started  in  our  waters,  but  the 
point  which  occurs  to  me  is  this,  will  there  be 
sufficient  food  for  him  ?  Like  our  sea  bass,  the 
striped  bass  is  a  feeder  on  other  fish,  and  during 
many  months  of  the  year  there  is  not  sufficient 
small  fish  to  keep  our  own  bass  going,  and  the  true 
reason  of  their  falling  off  in  size  and  numbers  is 
doubtless  the  shrinkage  in  their  food  supply.  Mu-  h 
as  I  should  like  to  see  the  striped  bass  tried  here, 
this  food  question  is  the  first  thing  to  be  considered. 

The  3lb.  lojoz.  Roach — The  Largest  Roach  ever 
Recorded  from  Waters  in  Great  Britain. 

I  say  the  largest  ever  recorded,  as  the  roach  said 
to  have  weighed  51b.,  mentioned  by  Pennant  as 
mentioned  to  him  by  a  London  fishmonger,  cannot 
be  seriously  considered.  Jesse's  31b.  Thames  roach 
has  not  been  considered  as  quite  authenticated, 
and  the  late  Ffancis  Francis  used  to  question 
whether  the  true  roach  ever  reached  2lb. 

About  this  great  fish  there  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever.  Since  its  capture  was  recorded  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  3,  1904,  I  have  made  very 
careful  inquiries.  The  engineer  of  the  Bristol 
Water  Company  told  me  it  was  captured  at  the 
emptying  of  Barrow  Gurney  Reservoir,  about  four 
miles  from  the  city  of  Bristol,  on  Nov.  18,  1904 ; 


A  Grand  Crucian  Carp. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss,  of  27,  First-street,  Walton- 
street,  Chelsea,  called  on  Monday  last  to  show 
me  a  very  fine  Crucian  carp  ((Jarrasim  vulgaris), 
the  finest  I  remember  to  have  seen.  He  has  eet  it 
up  very  attractively,  and  the  dimensions  and 
weight  he  gives  are  :  Length,  l.Tjin. ;  girth,  about 
13iin. ;  weight,  31b.  Yarrell  mentions  that  in 
October,  1829,  a  specimen  weighing  21b.  lloz.  was 
brought  to  him.  The  captor  of  this  31b.  specimen 
(a  record,  I  fancy)  is  Mr.  A.  Sutton,  of  the  Allason 
Angling  Society,  when  roach  fishing  in  the  Ouse  at 
Littlepbrt  on  July  10,  1904. 

Some  Pike  Fishing  Notes. 
Not  long  since  I  had  an  invitation  from  an  old 
friend  to  join  him  in  a  raid  on  some  waters  which 
contained  many  pike,  with  some  monsters,  and  as 
I  never  miss  a  chance  of  good  pike  fishing  if  I  can 
help  it,  I  jiromptly  agreed.  We  waited  until  we 
thought  the  snowfall  of  November  had  lost  its 
effect  on  the  waters;  then  my  friend  joined  me  at 
Stafford  on  our  way  to  the  West  of  England,  and 
after  a  hundred  and  fifty  mile  journey  in  the 
splendid  L.  &  N.  W.  Railway  express  I  found 
myself  in  one  of  the  most  agreeable  places  on  earth 
— an  English  country  home  full  of  comfort.  My 
friend  is  a  great  all-round  sportsman,  a  keen  analer, 
a  dead  shot,  a  lover  and  judge  of  dogs,  a  naturalist, 
and  delightful  compfiny.  "  There  is  only  one 
th'ng,"  he  said,  "  which  I  am  doubtful  about." 
"What  is  that?"  I  asked.    "A  baby;  my  friend 


THE  ^RECORD  ROACH. 
Length,  ISin.  ;  Gxrth,  14in.    Weight,  3lb.  lOJoz. 

{Preserved,  November  18,  1904,  by  Lewiji  Button,  Naturalist,  Bristol.) 


it  was  sent  by  him  to  Mr.  Lewis  Hutton,  Naturalist 
and  Fish  Preserver,  2  and  3,  Broad  Quay,  Bristol. 
Mr.  Hutton  has  no  doubt  about  the  weight,  and 
sends  me  a  photograph  the  natural  size  of  the  fish, 
which  was 

18  IN.  LONG, 
14lN.  IN  GIRTH, 


AND 

Weighed  3lb. 


10|oz. 


I  sent  the  photograph  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger, 
F.R.S.,  Natural  History  Museum,  South  Kensington, 
also  the  throat  teeth,  which  Mr.  Hutton  kindly 
lent  to  me,  and  Mr.  Boulenger  says  that  it  has  all  the 
appearance  of  being  a  true  roach  and  none  of 
being  a  hybrid.  I  have  seen  big  fish  which  were 
claimed  as  roach  which  were  undoubtedly  a  cross 
between  bream  and  roach.  Mr.  Hutton  tells  me 
there  are  no  bream  in  Hutton  Gurney  Reservoirs. 
I  asked  him  if  the  fine  fellow  was  for  sale,  but  he 
says  it  is  not  for  sale,  and  that  he  is  preserving 
it  for  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company.  Of 
course,  it  has  been  a  great  attraction  to  local 
anglers.  Our  picture  of  it  is  a  reproduction  of  the 
photograph  taken  by  Mr.  Hutton. 

The  largest  roach  in  the  British  Museum  Natural 
History  Collection  is  the  one  presented  by  my  old 
friend  the  late  Rev;  H.  G.  Veitch,  caught  in  the 
Wylye  two  miles  above  Wilton.  It  was  netted. 
The  heaviest  roach  taken  in  fair  angling  that  I 
know  of  was  the  fine  Thames  fish  taken  by  Mr. 
George  Edmonds,  of  Walton-on-Tbames,  which 
weighed  21b.  IS^oxi 


has  a  young  wife  and  a  young  baby  —  some  people 
cannot  stand  them,"  he  added.  As  I  love  babies 
and  children,  and  have  seven  of  them,  I  told  my 
friend  what  I  thought  he  was  afraid  of  was  what 
had  been  worrying  me  all  day,  and  that  was  that 
the  heavy  rain  we  had  been  having  all  the  journey 
and  all  the  previous  night  would  spoil  our  chance 
of  sport,  by  making  the  water  a  pea-soup  colour. 
"No  fear  of  that;  I  doubt  if  the  lake  we  are 
to  fish  ever  does  get  thick,  as  it  is  fed  chiefly 
by  springs."  Our  host,  who,  like  his  wife,  could  not 
do  enough  to  make  us  comfortable  during  our 
Stay,  met  us  at  the  station,  where  we  also  found 
the  live-bait  he  had  procured  for  us;  unfortunately, 
only  small  roach  were  obtainable,  instead  of  a  lot  of 
four  to  six  inch  dace.  As  for  the  baby,  he  was 
splendid  company — a  little  brick  of  a  two-year  old. 

Baits  for  Pike. 
I  had  got  some  of  Messrs.  Farlow's  excellent 
preserved  sprats  and  gudgeon,  also  some  fresh 
dead  dace  which  Mr.  Gillett  let  me  have  as  a 
great  favour,  for  he  was  sold  out;  also  I  had  good 
artificial  baits  of  various  kinds,  but  none  the  less 
did  J  regret  not  having  brought  a  few  dozen  lively 
Thames  dace  from  London,  for  the  best  bait  I 
know  for  a  pike,  whether  on  paternoster  or  snap 
tackle,  is  a  dace — it  is  livelier  and  brighter  than 
any  other  fish,  and  a  pike  sees  the  gfint  of  it  yards 
away.  Among  my  spinning  baits  was  cne  given 
to  me  last  year  by  Dr.  Karl  Heintz,  a  soft  rubber 
excellent  representation  of  a  dace  mounted  on  his 
spinning  flight,  which  is  one  of  the  very  best  I 
know.    The  bait  was  of  a  dull  aluminium  colour. 
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I  gob  our  host  to  get  a  small  bottle  of  Judson's 
gold  paint,  and  it  was  soon  a  shining  golden  fish. 
Our  first  day's  fishing  was  in  glorious  weather, 
with  not  a  cloud  or  breath  of  wind  most  of  the 
time.  We  tried  paternoster,  float  tackle,  and 
spinning,  but  the  fish  would  not  feed  well,  and  but 
half  a  dozen  of  from  41b,  to  51b.  were  landed. 
Next  day,  Thursday,  there  was  a  good  breeze  with 
heavy  clouds — it  froze  hard  towards  evening — and 
again  we  only  got  about  the  same  result.  My* 
friend  and  I  found  live- baiting  cold  work,  and 
warmed  ourselves  by  spinning  from  the  Notting- 
ham reel,  the  golden  German  Spinner  doing  most 
execution.  The  keeper,  a  capital  fellow,  rowed  us 
quietly  so  that  we  could  cast  well  up  to  the  reed- 
lined  shores  of  the  lake,  but  the  water  was  icy 
cold  and  froze  in  our  rod  rings,  and  the  fish  would 
not  move.  Occasionally  one  would  be  peen  feeding 
in  a  half-hearted  manner,  and  then  if  the  golden 
dace  fell  near  him  he  would  follow  it  almost  up  to 
the  boat  before  taking  hold.  One  fish  of  about 
61b.  did  this,  and  after  a  good  fight  was  almost 
within  reach  of  the  gaff  when  he  shook  himself  free 
of  the  hooks,  and  1  saw  him  glide  slantingly  into 
deep  water  on  the  other  side  of  the  boat.  I  said 
to  my  friend  that  he  would  probably  come  again, 
and  sure  enough  when  the  golden  bait  came  over 
him  he  rose  from  the  depths  and  I  saw  the  whole 
of  it  disappear  into  his  mouth,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
he  was  kicking  about  in  the  boat.  When  playing 
him  I  had  noticed  another  feeding  in  a  little 
bay  covered  with  a  skin  of  ice.  and  telling 
my  friend,  he  deftly  sent  his  bait  to  the  spot 
and  soon  had  one,  like  that  I  had  just  caught,  into 
the  boat.  We  fished  hard  up  to  dusk,  but  only 
got  some  half-dozen  fish  about  the  same  size  or 
less,  "I  know  there  are  large  fish  here,"  said  my 
friend,  "  for  I  have  had  them  on.  How  big  was 
that  fellow  which  led  us  such  a  dance  last  year, 
keeper  ? "  "  How  big,  sir  ?  Well,  when  you  got 
him  nearly  in  he  seemed  almost  as  long  as  this 
boat."  We  laughed.  "  Ah,  but  he  was  a  fish," 
sighed  my  friend,  as  he  thought  of  the  monster. 
Our  host,  with  his  trap,  was  coming  slowly  across 
the  frozen  meadow  to  the  boathouse,  and  we  were 
not  sorry  to  get  ashore  and  off  home.  There  had 
been  a  frost  the  night  before,  and  where  it  had 
dripped  on  to  the  roads  from  the  trees  they  were 
now  like  glass. 

A  BiTTEE  Day. 
Next  morning,  Friday,  Dec.  9,  we  woke  up  to 
find  it  had  been  snowing  hard  all  night,  and  a 
bitterly  cold  east  wind  was  driving  it  into  drifts. 
My  friend  wisely  decided  that  it  was  not  good 
enough  for  a  day  on  the  lake,  but  I  felt  drawn 
towards  that  pikey-looking  sheet  of  water,  and  in 
my  dreams  had  seen  that  great  pike  lashing  the 
water  into  foam,  with  my  golden  spinner  hanging 
from  his  mouth.  It  blew  so  hard  that  the  keeper 
had  all  he  could  do  to  force  the  leaky  old  boat 
against  it.  I  had  such  faith  in  the  big  golden 
dace  that  I  did  nothing  but  spin  all  day.  The  lake 
is  in  the  middle  of  flat  open  coCintry  fully  exposed 
to  the  wind  and  sleet,  and  I  was  sorry  for  the 
keeper's  and  my  own  fingers  and  ears.  I  made  a 
vow  that  I  would  have  the  brass  work  of  the  reel 
fittings  of  my  pike  rod  covered  with  leather  before 
I  fished  in  such  weather  again — it  was  like  holding 
an  icicle.  We  must  have  rowed  miles  round  and 
across  the  lake  while  I  bombarded  all  likely  spots. 
At  long  intervals  a  run  or  a  fish  would  reward  us, 
and  by  sticking  to  it  we  got  half-a-dozen,  the 
largest  only  81b.,  but  very  handsome,  well-fed, 
well-marked  fish.  I  was  using  a  favourite  old  4in, 
Slater's  Combination  Wood  Nottingham — much 
pleasanter  to  handle  in  frosty  weather  than  any 
metal  reel — and  a  fine  dressed  reel  line.  The  rod 
had  steel  snake  rings,  and  another  vow  I  registered 
was  to  get  those  rings  changed  for  porcelain  rings. 
The  steel  snake  is  terribly  hard  on  a  line  when 
spinning,  especially  with  a  big,  rather  heavy,  bait 
like  my  Heintz  golden  dace.  The  wind  had  blown 
us  off-shore  more  than  I  wished  to  be,  and  I  had 
to  make  some  extra  long  casts  to  get  the  bait  to 
fall  as  near  the  reeds  as  possible.  To  get  over  the 
numbness  caused  by  holding  the  brass  work  near  the 
reel  when  checking  it  in  the  cast,  I  had  wound  my 
handkerchief  round  it.  Unfortunately,  an  end  got 
loose  and  jammed  the  reel  as  I  made  an  extra  strong 
cast,  and  then  the  line  snapped,  and  my  beautiful 
golden  dace,  with  lead  and  trace,  flew  away  down 
the  side  of  the  lake  and  sank  for  the  last  time.  I 
marked  the  spot,  and  we  tried  with  the  rod  and 
oari  to  fish  it  up,  but  without  result — some  pike 
may  have  found  that  it  is  not  all  gold  that  glitter 


I  then  tried  a  sprat,  preserved  in  formalin,  on  a 
spinner,  and  hooked  the  8-pounder  on  it,  but  he  got 
off  with  all  but  the  head ;  a  few  minutes  later  he 
came  at  another,  and  made  a  very  angry  fight  before 
the  keeper  could  gaff  him.  I  forgot  to  say  that  on 
examining  the  line  after  it  broke  I  found  it  quite 
worn  away  by  the  friction  in  the  rings — doubtless 
the  ice  which  formed  in  them  helped  to  destroy  it. 
So  ended,  as  far  as  fishing  went,  our  expedition 
after  30-pounders,  but  we  enjoyed  it  immensely,  the 
hospitaUty  of  our  host  and  hostess  making  us  very 
unwilling  to  leave.  One  thing  I  noticed  in  using 
preserved  sprats,  they  are  very  bright  and  tough, 
but  being  so  very  flat  you  want  a  powerful  spinner 
to  make  them  revolve  in  the  water.  Dr.  Heintz's 
spinner  for  dead  bait,  which  I  illustrated  in  our 
summer  number  in  1903,  is  much  the  best  I  have 
tried,  but  it  will  not  do  for  frozen  fingers,  as  you  have 
to  use  a  needle  and  thread  to  secure  the  bait.  This, 
I  think,  can  be  got  over  in  some  way. 


List  of  Back  Numbers  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette" 
Wanted  to  Purchase. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  buy  the  foUoiying  back  numbers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  also  Volumes  I.  and  II. 

Oct.  30,  1880  Jan.  12,  1889 

Dec.  18,  1880       1       June  8,  1889 

Feb.  19, 1881  June  29,  1889 

April  16,  1881  Nov.  16,  1889 

July  23,  1881  Dec.  28,  1889 

Dec.  22,  1883  March  1,  1890 

Dec.  25.  1886  July  2,  1892 

June    2,  1888  Aug.  12,  1893 

Dec.  22,  1888  Jan.  6,  1894 


The  "Salmon  or  Salmon-Trout"  Caught  off 
Seasaller,  near  Faversham, 

I  sent  the  fish  referred  to  in  Mr.  W.  P.  Coleman's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  Dec.  10  to  Mr.  G.  A. 
Boulenger,  P.R.S.,  of  the  Natural  History  Museum, 
who  identified  it  with  the  Salmo  cambricus  of  Dr. 
Giinther. 

Will  Motor-boat  Races  Affect  Angling? 

Returning  thanks  for  his  election  as  chairman  of 
the  Kent,  Bela,  Winster,  Leven,  and  Duddon 
Fishery  Conservators,  recently,  Mr.  John  Fell  said 
that  "  regarding  the  proposal  to  have  motor-boat 
races  on  Windermere  Lake  he  was  not  sure  what 
ttie  effect  would  be  on  angling,  but  he  believed  it 
was  a  matter  which  would  require  very  careful 
watching  by  anglers  and  by  the  Lake  District 
Angling  Association." 

I  hope  motor-boat  races  will  never  be  allowed 
on  such  peaceful  hoUday  resorts  as  Windermere, 
The  wash  and  grease  and  oil  from  the  lake  steamers 
are  bad  enough;  besides  ruining  the  amenities  of  the 
whole  place,  motor- boat  racing  would  be  destructive 
to  fish  ova  and  fry,  and  dangerous  to  anglers  in 
small  boats, 

"Who's  Who?"  and  "The  Englishwoman's 
Year  Book." 

These  works  grow  in  importance  every  year;  in 
fact,  we  find  them  more  useful  and  indispensable 
than  all  the  other  directories  combined.  Even 
the  overflow  or  offshoot  from  them,  called  "Who's 
Who  Year  Book,"  is  growing  yearly  and  getting 
more  useful.  Messrs.  Adam  and  Charles  Black  are 
determined  to  keep  these  keys  to  humanity  well 
oiled  and  bright. 

Pike  Fishing  at  Llangorse, 

•  An  angler  who,  like  myself,  is  keen  on  pike 
fishing  writes : — 

"We  did  not  go  to  Bala  after  all,  but  went 
down  to  Llangorse.  The  fishing  down  there  was 
very  poor ;  we  only  got  fourteen  small  ones  the 
first  day,  and  thirteen  just  as  small  the  next. 
They  seem  to  run  about  2^[b.  to  3^1b.,  and  it  is 
seldom  you  get  them  larger,  as  far  as  my  experi- 
ence goes  for  the  last  three  years.  We  got  one 
71b,  last  year,  but  thia  was  quite  exceptional.  I 
should  think  there  must  be  some  big  pike  in  the 
lake,  but  I  should  imagine  they  are  feeding  on  one 
another  down  at  the  bottom,  for  they  are  seldom 
or  never  seen,  although  a  friend  of  mine  caught 
one  there,  and  I  think  it  was  23lb.  If  I  do  visit 
Bala  I  will  certainly  send  you  a  line  to  let  you 
know  how  we  get  on.  From  the  account  I  have 
received  though,  and  information  that  I  have 
tried  to  collect,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  really 
much  good." 


Rods  on  the  Thurso  to  Let 
From  his  advertisement  I  see  Mr,  P.  D.  Malloch, 
of  26,  Scott-street,  Perth,  has  rods  to  let  on  that 
famous  salmon  river  the  Thurso  from  the  opening, 
Jan.  10  next,  to  end  of  June,  or  by  the  month. 

All  who  knew  Beddington  Corner  from  the 
sixties  to  the  nineties  of  last  century  will  be  as 
sorry  as  I  was  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  James 
McRae,  one  of  the  most  charming,  kind-hearted 
ladies  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet.  Our 
old  contributor,  Mr.  James  McRae,  and  his  family 
have  the  sympathy  of  all  who  know  them  in  their 
great  loss.  R.  B.  Makston. 


CHKISTMAS,  1904. 

The  following  pleasant  and  cheerful  lines  are  by 
the  blind  j)oet  and  late  President  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  and  are  his  Christmas  greetings  to  old  friends. 
-R.  B.  M, 

Christmas,  1904 

Draws  nigh,  the  festive  time  of  year 
When  nature's  Yuletide  gems  appear; 
Ruby  and  pearWlike  berries  glow 
On  holly  and  the  mistletoe. 
Suspended  o'er  the  cottage  door. 
They  help  to  cheer  the  humble  poor. 
And  mansions,  too,  of  ancient  d!aite. 
Their  noble  walls  to  decorate. 
These  simple  tokens  always  find 
Reflections  for  the  thoughtful  mind. 
Which  feels  the  year  is  waning  fast. 
Its  sky's  already  overcast; 
That  now's  the  time  for  good  resolves. 
Ere  the  approaching  one  revolves. 
Some  special  vows  in  silence  make 
As  guides  in  all  we  undertake. 
Dismiss  from  the  mind,  brood  no  more 
O'er  grievances  that  vexed  us  sore ; 
Annoyed  we've  been,  now  let  us  forget 
Some  trifling  breach  of  etiquette ; 
Remind  old  friends,  both  far  and  near. 
That  in  our  thoughts  they  still  are  dear; 
Forget  oneself,  and  seek  to  bless 
By  kindness,  other's  happiness. 
Thus  may  our  social  gatherings  be 
Bright  scenes  of  love  and  unity. 
Peace  and  goodwill  our  steps  direct. 
And  leave  a  pleasant  retrospect, 

34,  Queen's-road,  N.W.        R,  S,  Fbnnings. 


CONCERNING  FLOATS. 


v.— YORKSHIRE  GRAYLING  FLOATS,  ETC. 


{Continued  from  page  435.) 

Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds,  has  sent,  among  other  floats,  corks  on 
wooden  plugs  and  porcupine  quills,  chiefly  used  for 
grayling  fishing,  from  the  size  of  a  marrowfat  pea 
on  the  porcupine  quiUs  to  the  size  and  contour  of  a 
lark's  egg  on  the  plugs  (see  No.  2),  that  can  be 
removed  from  the  plugs  and  quills  to  admit  the 
line  which  these  cork  caps  hold  fast  to  the  float, 
and  the  end  of  it  is  then  passed  through  the  ring 
on  the  bottom  of  the  porcupine  quill  floats  ready 
for  attaching  the  tackle  (see  No.  1).  There  are 
only  two  of  these  floats  that  measure  Sin.  in  length, 
and  nearly  all  the  rest  are  shorter  and  extr^snely 
light.  He  says :  "  For  rough,  rapid  streams  in 
grayling  fishing  the  small,  oval-shaped  float  on  the 
wooden  plug  is  most  generally  used  {see  No.  2), 
although  some  anglers,  whose  eyesight  is  none  of 
the  best,  use  the  same  class  of  float  in  a  larger 
size.'-  The  rod  used  for  this  work  is  generally 
from  lOJft.  to  12ft.  in  length,  and  the  distance  from 
the  No.  3  or  No.  4  shot  to  the  float  is  so  adjusted 
that  the  bait  can  work  a  little  below  midwater, 
and  enable  it  to  glide  with  the  stream  at  its  own 
sweet  will,  and  float  along  as  though  it  were  un- 
attached and  free. 

The  size  of  the  hook  should  be  No.  8  to  10  for 
the  cockspur  worm,  and  No.  10  to  13  for  gentles, 
according  to  fancy.  It  is  not  intended  for  the  bait  to 
trail  on  the  ground,  but  to  swim  in  a  natural  manner 
with  the  stream  {see  No.  4),  and  by  moving  the  float 
a  little  up  or  down  the  line,  and  making  it  fast  with 
the  wooden  plug  or  porcupine  quill  (as  the  case 
may  be),  the  depth  is  easily  regulated.  For  broken 
water,  eddies,  sharps,  glides,  and  edges  of  streams, 
many  grayling  fishermen  use  a  small  round  cork 
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with  a  porcupine  quill  through  it  (see  No.  4),  utilising 
the  cork  as  a  rtoat  cap.  A  similar  float  is  used  for 
catching  roach  and  dace  in  streamy  water,  and  they 
sell  them  in  various  sizes  according  to  the  number 

SCALCrULLSlze. 


TMskotiTiaJl  cases 

front  hook. 


of  shots  employed.  The  lower  and  clearer  the 
water  the  smaller  should  be  the  float.  As  shown 
in  sketch,  the  cork  is  not  submerged  entirely, 
the  bait  should  not  be  checked  at  all,  and  when 
"  swimming  "  the  line  should  be  paid  out  carefully  ; 
sometimes  the  float  will  just  bob  under,  move  a 
little  to  one  side,  waver  or  boggle.  When  this 
occurs  the  angler  should  strike  as  quick  as  lightning, 
for  a  second  after  is  often  too  late.  For  swimming 
theae  floats  the  rod  should  be  light  and  stiff ;  with 
the  play  in  the  upper  half  of  the  top,  a  firm,  quick 
strike  can  then  be  given.  Mr.  Miller  makes  a  rod 
for  this  work  with  a  butt  of  hollow  East  India  cane, 
with  the  cane  middle  joint  spliced  with  about  9in.  of 
greenheart,  and  two  greenheart  tops,  price  10s.  6d., 
and  one  of  a  superior  quality,  double-brazed,  with 
cork  grip  and  three  tops,  for  17s.  6d.  This  rod  is 
called  the  "  Swaledale."  Snake  rings  are  mostly  used 
in  this  district,  but  we  fix  upright  bridge-rings  or 
"Bell's  Life  "  rings  when  required.  The  free-running 
reel  should  have  a  large,  rather  narrow,  barrel, 
when  20yd.  of  line  can  be  quickly  reeled  in.  The 
cost  for  this  class  of  reel  is  5s.  The  line  generally 
used  is  a  No.  8  fine,  soft  proof,  plaited  silk,  and  the 
price  is  2s.  for  50yd.  Barbel  up  to  61b.  in  weight 
have  been  caught  with  the  crank -shanked  hooks 
to  4x  gut,  and  similar  hooks  to  those  in  the  sketch. 
Plain  porcupines  and  goose-quills  are  used  for  ponds, 


lakes,  meres,  and  slow-ruiming  waters  of  greater 
depths  than  ordinary  trout  and  grayling  streams, 
where  three  or  four  shots  are  required,  and  although 
one  may  not  think  it,  a  slight  curve  at  the  bottom 
of  the  float  (see  sketch  No.  3)  allows  for  a  straight 
upward  strike,  and  prevents  the  float  from  spinning 
in  the  eddies.  In  these  quiet  and  still  waters  it 
is  necessary  to  fish  on  or  near  the  bottom,  as  most 
of  the  fish  caught  are  ground  feeders.  From  1yd. 
to  2yd.  of  gut  is  used,  and  a  very  fine  waterproof 
line  ;  then  swims  of  20yd.  to  30yd.  can  be  fished 
with  ease.  A  lO^ft.  rod  is  generally  employed,  for 
very  few  Yorkshire  anglers  use  18ft.  or  20ft.  poles. 
Though  grayling  come  into  season  legally  on 
.lune  16,  they  are  not  in  perfect  condition  until 
August  or  September,  and  should  not  be  taken 
before.  In  October  and  November  they  are  at 
their  best.  During  the  early  part  of  the  season 
they  take  the  gentle  and  fly  freely,  but  until  after 
frosts  worm  fishing  is  of  little  use.  A. 

{To  be  continued.) 


LANGHOLM  REVISITED. 

The  "  muckle  toon  "  o'  the  Langholm,  nestling 
cosily  among  the  heath-clad  hills  of  Eskdale,  Dum- 
friesshire, ranks  as  one  of  the  most  fascinating 
angling  resorts  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  Situated 
in  a  deep  valley  and  surrounded  by  picturesque 
scenery  at  the  junction  of  three  historic  streams — 
the  Esk,  Ewes,  and  Wauchope — the  enchanted 
visitor,  from  whichever  "airt"  he  hails,  comes  upon 
the  town  almost  before  he  is  aware  of  its  existence. 
In  close  proximity  to  Gilnockie  Tower,  about  four 
miles  as  the  crow  flies,  and  within  a  stone's  throw  of 
the  home  of  that  "  Bauld "  Buccleuch  who  once 


upon  a  time  bearded  Queen  Elizabeth  in  her  own 
stronghold,  it  may  well  be  imagined  that  the 
"  muokle  toon  "  was,  in  the  past,  the  arena  of  many 
stirring  events.  It  was  possibly  from  the  castle  at 
Langholm  that  the  "  Bauld  "  Buccleuch  sallied  forth 
on  that  memorable  raid  on  the  English  Border,  when 
he  rescued  Kinmont  Willie  from  Carlisle  Castle,  when 
Lord  Scrope  was  Warden  of  the  Western  Marches, 
and  Walter  Scott,  the  Laird  of  Buccleuch,  was  in 
charge  of  the  Scottish  side.  A  certain  day  of  truce 
had  been  proclaimed  on  the  Border  to  discuss  mutual 
grievances,  and  Willie  attended  in  the  retinue  of 
Buccleuch.  On  his  return  home  in  the  evening 
Scrope  waylaid  him  in  Liddesdale,  a.id  carried  him 
in  triumph  to  Carlisle.  Kinmont  Willie,  as  the  old 
ballad  tells  us,  protested  against  this  breach  of 
faith  : 

My  hands  are  tied,  but  my  tongue  is  free, 
And  wha  will  daur  this  deed  avow. 

Or  answer  by  the  Border  law. 

Or  answer  by  the  Bauld  Buccleuch  ? 
The  Scottish  warden  was  very  wroth,  and  although 
the  two  kingdoms  were  then  at  peace,  he  conceived 
the  bold  idea  of  rescuing  Willie.  With  two  hundred 
horsemen,  many  of  them  Kinmont's  kinsmen,  he 
crossed  the  Border  at  nightfall,  forded  the  Eden, 
though  in  flood — the  bridge  being  guarded  day  and 
night — in  the  darkness  forced  a  postern  door  of  the 
castle,  seized  the  sentries,  broke  into  the  cell  where 
Kinmont  lay  ironed,  and  carried  him  away.  Tradi- 
tion says  that  as  Willie  passed  under  Scrope's 
window  he  wished  him  "  Good  night  !  "  The  ballad 
runs  thus  : 

"  Fareweel,  farewe?!,  my  guid  Lord  Scroop, 
My  guid  Lord  Scroop,  fareweel, "  he  cried. 

"  I'll  pay  ye  for  my  lodging  Maill 

When  neist  we  meet  on  the  Border  side." 

The  Scots  were  so  well  prepared  for  their  work 
that  it  was  all  done  in  a  few  minutes,  and  they  had 
recrossed  the  Eden  before  the  governor  or  the 
bridge  wardens  knew  what  had  happened.  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  who  was  frequently  in  Langholm  while  on 
his  visits  to  Beattie,  of  Meikledale,  when  collecting 
Border  lore  for  the  "  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,"  tells 
us  that  he  remembered  a  cottage  between  Longtown 
and  Langholm  (probably  the  "  smiddy  "  at  Dick's 
Tree)  where  the  smith  resided  who  knocked  off 
Willie's  irons.  Dick's  Tree  is  close  to  Longtown, 
and  about  twelve  miles  from  Langholm.  The 
smith's  daughter  said  that  when  she  was  a  child 
"  there  was  a  sair  clatter  about  the  door  at  day- 
break, and  loud  crying  for  the  smith,  but  her  father 
being  tardy,  Buccleuch  thrust  his  lance  through  the 
window,  which  effectually  roused  the  smith.  Then 
she  saw  in  the  grey  morning  more  gentlemen  than 
she  had  ever  seen  before  in  one  place,  all  on  horse- 
back, in  armour  and  dripping  wet,  and  that  Kinmont 
Willie,  who  sat  woman-fashion  behind  one  of  them, 
was  the  biggest  carle  she  ever  saw,  and  there  was 
much  merriment  in  the  company." 

But  to  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  Lang- 
holm, apart  from  its  historical  associations  and 
charming  surroundings  of  mountain,  wood,  and 
water,  possesses  attractions  as  an  angling  resort 
superior  to  any  of  its  other  associations,  and  all  the 
more  so  in  the  present  day,  as  the  Esk  in  recent 
years  has  been  gradually  improving  as  a  trouting 
stream.  The  past  season,  owing  to  the  extreme 
drought,  scarcely  came  up  to  expectations,  and, 
although  the  river  was  well  stocked  with  fish  of  the 
salmon  kind  in  the  back  end,  there  was  not  sufficient 
water  for  angling  purposes  until  nigh  the  close  of 
the  fishing,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  know 
the  river  well,  is  fixed  just  about  a  fortnight  too 
early.  The  same  refers  to  bait-fishing,  which  might 
with  advantage  be  extended  to  the  end  of  the  season 
instead  of  being  restricted  to  Sept.  15.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  movement  now  being  organised  for 
an  extension  of  the  angling  season  until  Nov.  15  will 
be  successful,  as  it  is  argued  that  no  reason  exists 
why  the  Esk  should  close  earlier  than  any  of  the 
other  Solway  rivers.  Visitors  who  aimually  find 
themselves  in  Eskdale  during  the  autumn  salmon 
angling  would  hail  this  relaxation  with  delight,  as 
many  went  away  at  the  end  of  October  last  with 
regret  when  the  weather  was  breaking  for  a  flood, 
which  would  have  been  suitable  for  a  fortnight's 
bait-fishing,  had  such  been  allowed. 

As  a  fishing  resort  Langholm  is  more  liberally 
supplied  with  angling  streams  than  any  other  three 
towns  in  the  South  of  Scotland.  Firstly  in  order 
come  the  Black  Esk  and  the  White  Esk,  flowing  into 
one  another  above  Langholm,  forming  the  Border 
Esk,  which  receives  the  Ewes  at  the  foot  of  the 
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Castle  Holm,  and  a  little  further  down,  almost  in  the 
middle  of  the  town,  the  Wauchope  also  joins  the 
Esk,  both  good  yellow  trout  streams  and  easily 
fished.  At  the  distance  of  a  little  over  a  mile,  the 
Tarras  flows  into  the  Esk  at  the  head  of  the  Island 
Pool,  a  famous  stretch  of  angling  water  difficult  to 
parallel,  while  the  Meggat,  Stennish  waters,  and 
Shielburn  are  all  within  walking  distance  of  the 
Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  in  the  market-place  of 
Langholm.  Coming  to  the  Esk  proper,  just  below 
the  town,  let  us  take  one  glorious  view  of  the  river 
from  Land's  End  to  Skipper's  Bridge,  and  about 
half-a-raile  beyond,  a  combination  of  water,  wood, 
and  rock,  almost  unapproachable.  From  this  point 
the  road  runs  along  the  banks  of  the  river  for  over  a 
mile  of  picturesque  scenery,  which  leaves  a  never-to- 
be-forgotten  impression  on  the  mind. 

That  fine  stretch  of  water  from  Land's  End  to  the 
Distillery  is  theCaulpool,  from  which  heavy  baskets 
of  sea-trout  are  often  taken  during  the  bait-tishing 
period  when  the  water  is  running  brown  after  a  flood. 
The  lower  end  of  the  pool  is  good  for  fly-fishing,  and 
yields  salmon  at  the  back-end  of  the  year.  Further 
down  is  the  Hole  in  the  Lake,  a  fine  salmon  cast. 
Next  come  the  Skipper's  Gullets,  from  which  more 
trout  are  got  than  in  any  similar  extent  of  water  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk.  But  he  has  to  be  an 
early  bird  that  can  secure  a  cast  in  them.  Five 
o'clock  is  the  time  of  starting.  Well,  five  o'clock  is 
a  tidy  hour,  and  all  very  well  for  otter-hunting  when 
shanking  it'  at  a  headlong  pace  on  the  banks  of  a 
glorious  hunting  river,  but  gey  cauld  wark  for 
angling.  At  one  time  the  "  early  birds  "  regularly 
farmed  the  sport,  but  that  has  now  almost  ceased. 

The  Skipper's  Pool  below  the  bridge  is  a  favourite 
pitch,  much  frequented  and  admired  by  anglers  on 
account  of  its  attractive  surroundings.  It  is  good 
for  all-round  angling.  The  same  applies  to  Big  and 
Little  Sowie  Pools  and  streams  attached  thereto, 
while  beyond  is  the  far-famed  Glenfirra,  beloved  of 
all  anglers  who  have  ever  visited  it.  Below  is 
Tarrasfoot,  at  the  head  of  the  Island  Pool,  scene  of 
many  otter-hunts  and  of  many  a  hard-fought  tussle 
with  the  lordly  salmon.  Well  do  I  remember  Archie 
Carruthers  and  John  Blendinning,  two  of  the  keenest 
anglers  on  the  river,  launching  forth  on  reminiscences 
of  the  Island  Pool  and  the  Tower  Pool 

"  All,  man,"  said  Archie,  "  what  days  I've  had  in 
that  bonnie  bit  o'  water,  aye,  and  in  most  of  the 
others  worth  castmg  a  line  over.  It  was  nigh  the 
end  of  the  season,  and  I  hied  me  away  to  Tarrasfoot, 
determined  to  have  a  day  of  it.  I  landed  early  on 
the  scene  of  action,  and  wading  into  the  stream 
below,  I  wet  my  fly  at  the  foot  of  the  pool.  Casting 
well  across,  I  had  scarcely  got  into  working  order 
when  a  slight  touch,  as  if  an  ash  leaf  had  hit  the 
hook,  followed  by  a  downward  pool  which  made  the 
rings  rattle,  told  me  I  had  him  in  tow.  Ah,  sulky  is 
he  ?  It  is  well  he  gives  me  time  to  get  below  him. 
The  see-saw  motion  and  the  jerking  strain  on  the 
line  tells  me  that  he  is  trying  to  free  himself  on  the 
gravelly  bottom.  Finding  this  no  good,  he  makes 
a  rush  up  the  pool  and  throws  himself  into  the  air. 
He  is  a  beauty !  Will  I  land  him  ?  Well,  the 
excitement  of  that  moment,  the  sheen  of  his  silvery 
side  in  the  bright  sunshine  dazzles  my  eyes,  my 
temples  give  a  sudden  throb.  I  was  electrified. 
Bravely  he  fights  against  stream  and  rod,  but  they 
are  too  many  for  him,  for  trying  an  inefEectual 
spring,  he  falls  back,  and  after  a  few  turns  in  the 
pool,  finding  I  can  cast  (turn  him),  I  prepare  to  land 
the  fish.  But  I  had  reckoned  without  mine  host. 
So  far  but  no  further  can  I  bring  him.  He  always 
regains  the  deep  water.  At  last  he  turns  his  head 
down  stream,  and  oli  he  goes  helter-skelter  through 
two  hundred  yards  of  rough  water  at  a  desperate 
pace.  At  last  he  tired  somewhat,  and  at  last  I 
landed  the  brute — a  clean  25-pounder.  In  rising 
to  the  hook  he  had  missed  it,  and  I  had  struck  it 
home  close  to  the  far  shoulder  fin.  The  line  was 
consequently  under  him,  hence  the  ease  with  which 
I  could  cast  the  fish  and  the  difficulty!  experienced 
in  wearing  him  out,  his  head  being  free." 

I  am  reminded  now  of  the  exigencies  of  space, 
but  John  Blendinning's  recollections  of  the  Tower 
Pool  are  worthy  of  a  place,  only  I  must  abbreviate 
John's  yarn.  A  Scotchmjin  o'  the  brawest  and 
braidest,  John  aye  yarns  in  the  lowland  vernacular, 
but  in  the  interests  of  the  general  reader  I'll  translate 
him.  "  D'ye  min',"  said  John,  "  that  droughty 
simmer  when  the  fishing  had  a'  to  be  done  'tween 
the  gloamin'  and  the  mirk  '!  It  was  at  the  end  of  a 
jflorious  day  in  July,  Archie  here  and  I  having  fished 
doon  the  Dean  Banks  a'  day  beneath  a  blazing  and 
scorching  sun  ;  we  had  caught  little  enough  to 


speak  of,  but  we  enjoyed  the  ramble  by  the  rivens 
brim  to  our  heart's  content,  amid  honeysuckle  and 
sweet-scented  briar,  and  away  by  rippling  and 
gurgling  streams  sparkling  in  the  noontide  rays, 
while  ever  and  anon  during  our  passage  down  the 
water  we  would  climb  uj)  the  steep  bank  of  the  river 
^till  we  came  within  hail  of  the  scent  of  peat  I'eek. 
There  we  would  now  and  again  cast  anchor  at  the 
ingle  nuik  o'  a  cosy  thatched  cottage  redolent  o' 
lang  syne,  where  we  could  taste  the  beaded  liciuor 
fresh  from  the  stel  supplied  frae  the  top  o'  Whita 
Hill.  Yes,  we  enjoyed  our  tramp  fairly  well.  And 
as  we  sallied  out  from  our  last  halting  place  the  sun 
was  just  joukin'  ahint  Burnswark,  once  a  famous 
Roman  encampment,  in  Tommy  Carlyle's  country; 
we  recognised  several  keen  anglers  making  pre- 
parations for  the  evening's  sport.  Among  others. 
Bob  Tod  and  Tony  Reid  were  hard  at  work  between 
Gilnockie  Tower  and  Hollows  Mill.  I  fixed  my  own 
pitch  above  the  Hollows  Bridge,  and  Archie  took  the 
entire  sweep  of  the  Tower  Pool,  with  all  its  acreage 
of  sand-bed,  where  the  fortunate  angler  who  hooks 
a  big  fish  has  a  glorious  run,  and  neither  bush,  briar, 
nor  rock  exists  to  impede  his  j)rogress  while  following 
his  prey.  The  three  o'  us  did  gey  weel  doon  the 
water  with  sea-trout  and  an  occasional  whiting,  and 
just  as  it  was  getting  a  bit  mirky  and  the  curtains 
of  the  nicht  were  being  drawn  in,  above  the  roar  of 
the  Hollows  Mill  Dam  course  a  yellup  comes  from 
the  direction  of  the  Tower  Pool,  a  piercing  shriek  of 
an  unearthly  character,  and  loud  enough  to  raise  the 
dead  in  Canonbie  Kirkyard,  two  miles  off. 

"  '  I  do  believe,'  said  I,  '  that  demented  creature 
Archie  has  fallen  into  the  Tower  Pool,'  which,  by 
the  way,  is  very  deep.  At  a  break-neck  pace  I  set 
off  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  miserable  angler,  in  a 
terrified  state  of  mind,  when  suddenly,  amid  the 
surging  of  the  rushing  and  rippling  water,  I  could 
hear  a  hurried  clattering  on  the  gravelly  sand-bed, 
something  like  a  regiment  of  cavalry  rushing  to  the 
charge.  Presently  Archie  appears  in  sight,  hatless, 
hair  standing  on  end,  een  stelled  in  his  head. 

"  '  It's  a  50-punner,  chaps,  staun'  oot  o'  my  gait, 
ye  kegmegs.  I'll  kill  him  dead  as  stane  ! '  yelled 
Archie,  who  was  flying  up  and  dowi  the  bank  like 
a  mad  otter-hunter  when  the  otter  is  '  up  '  with  the 
hounds  in  full  cry.  In  his  ordinary  walk  Archie  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  cripple — in  fact,  pos- 
sesses what  he  himself  calls  '  a  game  leg,'  and 
perambulates  about  the  '  muckle  toon '  with  a 
decided  limp,  a  kind  of  '  dot-and-earry-one  '  march. 
Yes,  that  grinnin'  auld  image  Archie  does  ;  but  on 
the  occasion  under  notice  there  was  neither  limp 
nor  pain  within  miles  of  the  anatomy  of  Archie 
Carruthers.  As  he  flew  over  that  big  stretch  of 
sand-bed,  Archie  fairly  conjured  with  time,  space, 
and  distance,  and  we  all  gazed  on  the  pedestrian 
angler  with  astonishment.  I  say  all,  for  the  entire 
garrison  located  at  Gilnockie  Tower  had  marched 
down  to  the  water  side  no  doubt  under  the  impression 
that  nothing  short  of  a  Border  raid  was  on  the  tapis. 
Everything,  however,  has  some  kind  of  an  end,  and 
racing  frantically  after  a  monster  of  the  deep  finds 
no  exception  to  that  hard-and-fast  rule.  The  brute, 
as  Archie  called  the  fish,  at  last  subsides,  and  is 
gently  but  carefully  towed  on  shore — a  sea -trout 
41b.  at  the  most.  Archie  had  hooked  him  by  the 
dorsal  fin,  and  that's  the  sort  of  dance  that  feckless, 
sackless,  half -rocked  looking  misfit  Archie  was 
treated  to  in  the  gloaming." 

"  All  I  can  say  is  this,  sir,'-  observed  Archie 
Carruthers.  "  It's  a  hang't  lee,  just  yin  o'  them 
big  lees  John  Blendinning's  aye  now  and  again 
sendin'  doon  the  water.  Wliy,  the  verra  same  thing 
occurred  to  himsel',  an'  noo  he's  saddlin'  me  wi'  no 
keimin'  the  difierence  atween  a  sardine  and  a. 
whale." 

"  Weel,  weel,"  quoth  John,  "  fishin's  fishin',  an' 
for  the  man  wha  disna  fish,  wha  dislikes  fishin' 
'cause  he  canna  fish,  an'  wha  thinks  fishin's  a  dull, 
profitless,  idiotic  kind  o'  sport,  I  have  nothing  but 
the  sublimest  contempt.  Why,  to  be  able  to  throw 
oU  the  trammels  of  business,  the  very  harness  of 
every-day  work,  to  have  your  fling  far  away  from 
the  busy  haunts  o'  men  o'  a'  kinds,  to  inhale  the 
bracing  air,  the  freshening  breeze,  by  the  side  o'  a 
mountain  stream,  and  to  enjoy  the  endless  beauties 
o'  nature  on  a  fishin'  or  an  otter-huntin'  expedition 
is  of  a  certainty  to  mount  the  highest  peak  of  the 
topmost  pirmacle  of  enjoyment." 

Langholm  itself  remains  the  same  to  the  writer, 
the  "  toon"  has  not  altered  much  during  the  last 
half  century.  It  retains  all  its  old-world  charm  for 
the  wearied  exile  fortunate  enough  to  revisit  the 
place.  Gilnockie. 


PEACTICAL  WINTEK  FISHING. 


(Continued  from  foge  443.) 

In  continuation  of  my  recent  article  on  the  sub- 
ject mentioned  in  the  above  heading,  I  may  say 
that  in  my  opinion,  also  of  most  other  anglers,  pereh 
rank  second  only  to  piko,  as  sport-giving  fish  in  the 
winter  months ;  then  they  are  in  their  primest  c>-jn- 
dition,  they  bite  boldly,  and  having  congregated 
together,  where  one  or  two  are  captured,  as  a  rule, 
many  more  may  be  caught ;  but,  if  one  is  hooked 
and  escapes,  the  probabilities  are  that  everyone  of 
the  shoal  will  follow  their  frightened  fellow  fish  ; 
then  the  angler  may  just  as  well  try  somewhere 
else.  Thames,  Kennet,  and  Colne  hold  plenty  of 
these  game  fish;  while  the  Loddon  is  famous  for 
its  big  ones.  I  have  caught  perch  up  to  3Jlb. 
weight  in  the  last-mentioned  river.  Most  of  the 
meres  and  lakes  of  Britain  are  well  stocked  with 
perch.  The  largest  I  ever  saw  weighed  4|lb.,  and 
was  caught  in  Daventry  Reservoir.  Perch  are 
abundant  in  some  of  the  Norfolk  Broads,  and  grow 
to  a  large  size;  a  fine  specimen  of  4pb.  was  taken 
on"  a  "  ligger  "  in  Wroxham  Broad  ;  and  one  of  4|lb. 
in  the  river  Bure.  The  most  succeseful  method  in 
which  to  fish  for  perch  is  with  a  '*  paternoster  "  ;  it 
is  much  the  same  as  that  described  for  pike,  except 
that  the  tackle  is  more  delicate.  To  make  a  pater- 
noster trace,  knot  carefully  together  four  or  five 
feet  of  trout  gut,  selected  without  flaws.  To  the 
bottom  end  of  "  pater  "  trace  loop  a  lead  plummet 
of  ^oz,,  or  a  little  heavier,  if  the  water  is  deep,  or 
if  fishing  where  the  stream  is  strong ;  about  Sin. 
above  the  plummet  make  a  loop  in  the  gut,  and 
at  intervals  of  ]2in.  two  other  loops,  to  each 
of  these  the  paternoster  hooks  (No.  6  or  No.  7  size) 
are  fixed  by  "  hitch-knots."  The  hooks  should  be 
bound  on  to  Sin.  of  gut  rather  thinner  than  the 
trace,  so  that  in  the  event  of  the  baited  hooks 
fouling  and  hanging  to  any  obstruction  the  hook- 
link  will  be  the  first  to  break. 

Bait  the  bottom  hook  with  a  well -scoured  marsh 
or  a  brandling  worm,  the  middle  with  a  small 
gudgeon,  and  the  top  hook  with  a  minnow,  thus 
giving  the  perch  a  choice  of  diet.  If  fishing  a 
weir  pool  the  top  hook  is  better  bound  on  gimp, 
with  a  4in.  gudgeon  or  dace  for  the  bait,  on  the 
chance  of  catching  a  pike. 

The  rod  should  bie  12ft.  long,  mads  of  cane, 
stiff,  ■  but  springy  in  action,  with  standing  rings, 
and  light  to  handle.  Use  a  Nottingham  check- 
winch  with  50  or  60  yards  of  fine,  plaited  silk  Une, 
waterproofed. 

Fish  such  places  as  eddies,  holes  by  the  river 
bank,  near  to  moss-grown  piles  and  "camp- 
shedings  "  and  old  locks  and  sluice-gates.  All  these 
are  the  favourite  "  holts "  of  perch,  especially  if 
the  bottom  is  gravelly.  If  in  quest  of  sport  on  an 
unknown  river  note  where  the  small  fry  of  dace, 
roach,  gudgeon,  etc.,  congregate,  and  there  drop  in 
your  paternoster  very  quietly,  keeping  a  taut  fine 
from  the  winch.  When  the  bottom  is  found  draw 
the  baits  slowly  through  the  water,  Ufting  them 
gently  now  and  again,  until  all  the  boles  or  the 
eddies  have  been  thoroughly  fished.  If  perch  are 
there,  and  in  feeding  humour,  you  will  soon  be 
aware  of  it  by  a  sharp  "  tug-tug."  At  this  double 
knock  strike  at  once,  and  the  perch  will,  nine  times 
out  of  ten,  be  hooked.  If  a  good  fish,  be  in  no 
hurry,  play  him  carefully,  and  allow  no  slackness 
of  line,  or  your  perch  may  be  lost  if  only  hooked 
in  the  cheek,  which  is  little  else  than  thin,  tender 
skin.  Minnows  and  small  gudgeon  should  be 
hooked  through  the  side  of  the  upper  lip,  and  as 
they  are  delicate  little  fish  they  will  not  bear  much 
handling. 

Sometimes  perch  are  capricious  in  feeding, 
refusing  a  worm-bait,  and  only  "mouthing"  the 
minnows.  If  the  angler  finds  this  is  the  case,  he 
should  hold  a  yard  of  loose  Une  in  his  left  hand,  and 
on  feeling  the  fish's  tug  slack  the  line  and  drop  the 
point  of  his  rod ;  wait  two  or  three  seconds,  then 
recover  the  slack  line,  strike  firmly  but  gently,  and 
the  chances  are  he  will  hook  his  fish ;  by  following 
this  plan  he  gives  the  fish  time  to  turn  the  minnow 
into  his  mouth  head  first — for  perch  always  seize 
a  fish-bait  across  the  middle  in  the  first  instance. 

I  am  rather  partial  to  using  a  long  cork  float 
with  my  paternoster  if  fishing  in  still  water, 
such  as  a  lake,  where  water-lifies  grow  in  their 
season.  Find  the  depth  with  the  plummet,  and 
place  the  float  on  your  line  so  that  the  "  pater  " 
trace  is  held  upright  in  the  water.    The  baits 
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fished  this  way  are  attractive,  and  oftentimes 
very  killing. 

Three  years  ago.  when  fjereh  fishing  with  a  com- 
panion in  the  West  of  England,  I  adopted  this 
method,  and  quickly  caught  six  perch  ranging 
between  2^1b.  and  31b.  My  companion  captured 
four  fine  fish,  and  then  hooked  and  lost  two 
others.  The  perch  immediately  ceased  to  bite,  and 
the  shoal  departed  to  some  undisturbed  part  of 
the  lake.  We  did  the  same  thing,  and  commenced 
live-bait  "snap-fishing  "  for  pike.  The  first  fish  I 
caught — the  best  of  the  day — weighed  19lb.  Few 
fish  are  more  wary  than  perch.  Tn  waters  that  are 
much  fished  they  attain  a  degree  of  experience  in 
the  matter  of  bait  and  fishing  tackle  which 
would  do  credit  to  many  anglers,  who  often 
insult  a  perch's  intelligence  by  fishing  for  him  with 
a  monstrous  apparatus  of  hooks  on  hog's  bristles, 
shots,  and  bone,  which  they  have  bought  at  a 
tackle  maker's,  and  fondly  believed  to  be  the 
•'  right  sort "  of  paternoster.  If  the  perch  con- 
descends to  take  a  minnow  from  such  tackles  at 
all,  be  will  take  it  probably  icithout  the  hook.  In 
deep,  slow  eddies,  with  Httle  or  no  stream,  some  of 
the  largest  perch,  and  now  and  again  a  big  chub, 
may  be  taken  on  a  "float  leger"  made  thus: 
Attach  a  gut  bottom  of  a  yard  length  to  a  fine  silk 
running  line ;  fit  up  a  long  cork  float  on  the  line 
with  a  small  perforated  bullet,  through  which  the 
line  runs  easily  and  freely  ;  the  drilled  bullet  is  of 
course  below  the  float,  and  a  split  swan  shot  is 
pinched  on  the  Une  just  above  the  gut  to  prevent 
the  bullet  slipping  lower;  Arrange  the  float  so 
that  the  bullet  rests  on  the  bottom,  and  thus  find 
the  proper  depth.  Select  a  fat,  silvery  lob-worm, 
and  note  that  those  with  a  red  vein  running  down 
them  are  the  best  for  the  hook;  put  the  hook 
point  in  an  inch  below  the  head,  thread  the  worm 
on  until  the  shank  of'  the  hook  is  just  covered. 
Then  cast  out,  and  draw  the  bullet,  when  it  has 
reached  the  bottom,  a  little  way  towards  the  point 
fished  from,  then  the  gut  is  likely  to  lie  straight  on 
the  bed  of  the  river.  If  there  is  any  current  at  all, 
the  float,  after  "righting"  itself,  must  be  "held 
back,"  the  silk  line  from  the  point  of  the  rod  being 
clear  of  the  water.  Be  in  no  hurry  if  a  dip  of  the 
float  indicates  a  bite,  rather  wait  until  after  the 
first  preUminary  dip  or  two,  as  it  may  be  a  big 
fish.  But  when  the  float  goes  clean  out  of  sight, 
then  strike,  not  too  hard  however,  and  look  out  for 
"ructions,"  and  long,  strong  pulls  at  your  top 
joint. 

At  Penton  Hook.  Thames,  there  is  a  large  deep 
hole  and  slow  eddy,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Abbey 
stream,  very  suitable  for  "  paternostering"  by  all 
of  the  methods  described.  When  fishing  there  a 
few  winters  ago  I  caught  seventeen  handsome 
perch,  paternostering  with  minnows. 

Perch  may  oftentimes  be  caught,  and  frequently 
a  big  chub,  by  "roving"  a  minnow  on  float- tackle 
alongside  the  river  bank,  where  it  is  hollowed  out 
by  the  wash  of  the  stream ;  many  such  places  are 
to  be  found  on  the  Thames,  Kennet,  Colne,  and 
other  rivers.  For  this  mode  of  angUng  the  tail  of 
a  lobworm  is  also  an  excellent  bait.  But,  to 
quote  from  the  late  Rev.  J.  J.  Manley's  "  Fish 
and  Fishing,"  "What  bait  will  a  hungry  perch  not 
take  ?  for  he  is  well-nigh  omnivorous.  He  will 
take  any  kind  of  worm,  from  the  tail  of  a  well- 
scoured  lob,  delicate  as  the  best  prepared  tripe  or 
cod's  sounds,  to  a  bunch  of  brandlings.  He  will 
take  a  salmi  of  gentles,  a  nubble  of  paste,  or  an 
artificial  spinning-bait  of  almost  any  pattern." 
And  when  in  natural  baits,  he  shows  little  choice 
between  small  dace,  chub,  or  gudgeon,  though, 
perhaps,  a  gudgeon  is  his  favourite.  And  what 
"specimen"  live  bait  will  he  not  seize?  When 
you  are  fishing  for  large  jack,  a  perch  of  21b.,  say, 
will  take  a  bait  intended  for  a  pike  of  121b.,  as  if 
he  had  any  quantity  of  capacity  for  internal 
storage — like  the  little  boy  of  the  nursery  tale, 
whose  eyes  were  bigger  than  his  belly. 

Chub  are  common  in  most  rivers,  and  grow  to  a 
large  size,  specimens  of  six  and  seven  pounds  being 
occasionally  captured.  In  the  Loddon  and  Mole, 
also  the  Hampshire  Avon,  are  chub  exceeding 
even  those  weights.  In  the  winter  they  seek  places 
where  high  marly  banks  form  the  sides  of  the 
stream,  and  deep  holes  with  sandy  or  clayey  bottom 
afford  them  good  harbourage,  and  in  the  same 
resorts  they  are  found  year  after  year. 

For  "leger"  fishing  let  your  rod  be  light  and 
handy,  of  cane,  with  upright  rings,  moderately  stiff, 
well  balanced,  and  12ft.  in  length,  which  is  enough 
for  most  purposes.    The  reel  should  hold  60  or 


70  yards  of  fine  Derby  silk  plaited  line,  and  a 
Nottingham  winch  can  hardly  be  improved  on. 

Choose  your  "leger"  trace  of  fine  round  gut 
free  from  cracks  or  flaws.  These  gut  bottoms  can 
be  obtained  at  any  of  the  first-class  tackle  shops 
stained  to  any  desired  shade.  Some  anglers  have 
a  little  bit  of  bristle  whipped  on  the  reverse  way  to 
the  hook-shank  ;  this  prevents  the  worm  wriggling 
down  on  to  the  hook.  Being  at  the  river,  keep 
well  out  of  sight,  and  avoid  moving  unnecessarily 
about,  for  no  lish  are  more  timid  than  the  chub — 
the  least  vibration  of  the  bank  will  cause  thera  to 
bolt  away.  Throw  in  some  "lobs"  if  the  stream 
is  not  too  heavy,  and  some  little  distance  above 
where  you  are  fishing.  Cast  in  down-stream,  and 
by  drawing  the  bullet  towards  you,  thus  make 
sure  the  gut  bottom  lies  straight  on  the  bed  of  the 
river;  keep  your  line  fairly  "taut,"  and  when  a 
bite  or  tug  is  felt  strike  at  once,  for  most  likely 
the  fish  has  gulped  the  bait  down  into  its  wide 
gullet.  The  same  tackle  may  be  used  with  greaves 
or  cheese  baits,  in  which  case  a  "triangle"  of  No.  7 
or  No.  9  size  is  preferable  to  a  single  hook.  It  is 
a  good  plan  to  ground-bait  some  holes  the  night 
before  angUng  with  cheese  and  soaked  bread  mixed 
up  together  into  balls  the  size  of  pigeon  eggs.  The 
more  rotten  the  cheese  the  better,  for  once  let  the 
chub  get  the  full  flavour  of  this  "aromatic  mess" 
there  they  will  stay  until  every  atom  is  gone. 

Alfred  Jabdine. 

{To  he  continued.) 


^SUCCESSFUL  FISH-PASSES  AND 
AKTIFICIAL  LOCHS. 


The  fact  that  so  many  of  the  fish-passes  which 
have  been  put  up  in  the  United  Kingdom  during 
the  past  thirty  or  forty  years  have  proved  such 
absolute  failures  led  me  to  ask  that  practical  salmon 


f: 


angler  and  naturalist  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth, 
to  send  me  a  little  account  of  those  he  has  made  in 
Scotland.  He  has  done  so,  and  also  referred  tosome 
of  the  artificial  lakes  he  has  made.  He  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  his  success,  but  then  he  under- 
stands the  ways  of  salmon  and  trout,  which  is 
more  than  can  be  said  for  most  fish-pass  inventors. 
Mr.  Malloch  says:—  R.  B.  M. 

"  In  answer  to  yours,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
all  the  fish-passes  that  I  have  put  up  are  working 
splendidly.  Fish  are  taking  them  well.  The 
weakest  fish  has  no  trouble  whatever  in  running 
up.  See  the  enclosed  photo  of  one  that  I  had  to 
erect  in  a  cramped  place.  On  TJec.  7  salmon  were 
running  through  this  pass  at  the  rate  of  two  every 
minute.  This  pass  is  erected  on  the  River  Almond. 
^1  the  passes  I  have  made  are  on  the  same 
principle,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  alter  them  in 
any  way.  The  principle  is  correct  when  the  pass 
is  properly  made.  Workmen  need  to  be  looked 
after  so  that  they  do  not  alter  the  gradient.  I 
presume  you  would  see  the  one  I  put  up  on  the 
Morriston  river  mentioned  in  Mr.  Calderwood's 
report.  It  is  not  quite  finished.  It  is  a  very  large 
one,  taking  the  fish  over  a  fall  27ft.  high.  It 
is  controlled  by  three  sluices.  Mr.  Grant  and  I 
opened  one  of  the  sluices  a  short  time  ago  for  an 
hour  or  two  to  see  if  the  fish  would  come  up  to 


the  sluice,  where  they  could  not  get  through,  as  the 
paps  behind  the  sluice  had  to  be  made  up  5ft. 
When  we  put  down  the  sluice  there  were  twelve 
large  salmon  behind  it,  showing  that  when  it  is 
completed  it  will  be  a  perfect  success.  Thousands 
of  pounds  have  been  spent  trying  to  make  a  pasB 
(I  think  £3800)  on  the  main  fall,  but  the  floods 
which  come  down,  sometimes  20ft.  high,  destroyed 
it.  Mine  is  away  from  the  river,  and  will  never 
get  damaged  by  floods. 

"  As  you  say,  many  of  the  passes  that  have  been 
put  up  were  intended  for  fish  to  get  up,  but  are 
useless,  and  many  that  have  been  put  up  were 
never  intended  toi-  fish  to  get  up. 

"I  have  just  completed  another  new  loch  for 
Mr.  Coats  on  the  River  Almond,  2^  miles  from 
Perth.  We  got  it  filled  last  week.  It  is  close  on 
40  acres,  and  is  now  full  of  salmon.  It  was  rather 
a  big  job.  We  have  a  concrete  wall  14ft.  high, 
100ft.  wide,  and  4ft.  of  an  overflow  on  the  main 
river.  We  shifted  the  river  yards  higher  up 
the  loch,  with  an  overflow  of  110ft.  wide,  GOft.  of 
it  9in.  lower  than  the  main  river  overflow.  This  is 
to  allow  the  fish  to  get  into  the  loch.  It  was  a 
sight  to  see  the  fish  running  up  last  week ;  frost 
set  in,  and  made  hundreds  of  salmon  settle  down 
to  spawn  in  tliis  new  river  course,  which  was 
full  of  shifting  gravel.  I  never  saw  so  many  fish 
spawning  in  such  a  small  space.  In  a  space  not 
60ft.  square  there  were  at  least  fifty  pairs  of  salmon 
spawning. 

"  This  is  the  fourth  loch  I  have  got  made  for  Mr, 
Coats.  The  last  one  did  splendidly.  We  fished  it 
for  the  first  time  this  year  occasionally,  and  killed 
1270  trout,  averaging  nearly  lib. — most  of  them 
German  trout.  On  our  best  afternoon  Mr.  Coats 
and  I  got  681b.,  besides  being  troubled  with  many 
rainbows,  which  we  returned.  We  have  had 
rainbows  for  the  last  five  or  six  years.  They 
have  done  well  up  to  l^lb.  to  21b.,  but  after  this 
they  do  not  rise  well.    I  see  a  good  many  spawning 


now.  They  have  spawned  well  for  several  years. 
The  younger  fish  are  doing  better  than  the  old  ones, 
and  they  are  a  better  shape  and  better  colour.'^ 


FLY  FISHING  IN  THE  WEST 
COUNTRY. 

Though  what  may  be  called  large  fish  in  the 
West  Country  are  not  common,  they  are  to  be  met 
with  on  occasion  ;  but  from  the  story  I  am  about 
to  tell  it  will  be  shown  that  nothing  would  be  lost 
by  their  absence. 

With  my  friend,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Gardener  JeUicoe, 
who  it  will  be  remembered  was  one  of  the  'Varsity 
bowlers  in  the  seventies,  I  had  been  fishing  the 
lower  sections  of  the  river  Camel  and  its  beautiful 
tributary  the  De  Lank  pretty  severeh'  for  some  ten 
days  or  so.  One  morning  at  breakfast  he  suggested 
we  should  try  the  higher  part  of  the  main  stream, 
commencing  our  attack  on  the  fiimy  tribe  at  Gam 
Bridge,  which  lies  about  two  miles  from  St.  Brewards, 
where  we  were  staying. 

This  falling  in  with  my  views,  we  were  soon  in 
the  thick  of  it,  more  particularly  as  the  water  from 
where  we  started,  after  clearing  the  first  pool — 
which  is  a  famous  salmon  holt  in  the  season — is 
just  what  is  required,  stretch  after  stretch  being 
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stickles  almost  touching  one  another,  and  in  these 
places  when  they  are  feeding  fish  should  be  looked 
for ;  they  appearing  at  these  times  to  prefer  the 
more  aerated  water  in  preference  to  the  deep,  still 
pools. 

We  had  rigged  and  cast  out  with  some  of  the 
favourite  flies  of  the  county,  the  foremost  being, 
and  used  as  a  stretcher,  a  large-sized  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  added  to  which  was  the  new  form  of 
March  Brown  dressing  which  I  had  f!;iven  to  the 
public  now  called  a  "  Pheasant  Tail,"  and  also  a 
"  Blue  Quill."  Bowing  then  to  his  Reverence  to 
proceed,  as  naturally  Church  before  State,  we  soon 
were  busy — so  busy,  in  fact,  was  I  that  when  I 
turned  to  proceed  upwards  from  my  first  stickle 
he  was  out  of  sight.  With  this  I  was  very  pleased, 
as  though  generally  it  is  a  matter  in  fishing  of 
"  first  come,  first  served,"  that  is  to  say,  any  rising 
fish  will  be  taken  by  the  first  angler ;  still,  as  my 
companion  had  moved  on  so  quickly,  I  knew  he 
had  not  met  with  success,  his  knowledge  of  the 
matter  being  too  great  to  have  allowed  him  to 
miss  any  water  where  fish  were  rising. 

When  I  followed  on  they  were  in  a  different 
mind,  and  I  continued  to  catch  fish  in  several 
stickles  over  which  he  had  cast,  as  1  knew  by  his 
footprints  on  the  side  of  the  stream.  At  length, 
however,  by  the  form  of  the  valley  through  which 
the  river  flows  in  this  section,  I  found  it  necessary 
to  cross  over.  Apparently  this  was  an  easy  matter  ; 
but  these  lovely  turbulent  streams,  whose  beds  are 
filled  with  flat  rocks  and  huge  boulders,  are  most 
deceptive.  Now,  you  will  find  a  spot  where  several 
of  these  obstructions  appear  in  the  bed,  and  there 
will  seem  to  be  no  difficulty  in  crossing,  but  maybe 
the  last  lump  next  the  far  bank  is  just,  beyond  a 
standing  jump,  so  you  must  hark  back  and  try 
another  place,  or  perhaps  several  other  places.  This 
was  my  fortune,  but  at  length  I  found  a  spot,  and, 
after  an  extra  athletic  performance,  I  managed  to 
get  over  dry-footed. 

As  I  wandered  up  beside  a  pool  I  suddenly 
saw  a  good  fish  rise  in  the  still  water  on  the  far 
side,  and  when  the  rings  which  it  had  caused  had 
subsided,  I  saw  a  much  larger  trout  than  those  I 
had  passed,  gently  waving  its;  tail  backwards  and 
forwards  to  keep  its  position. 

Then  I  thought  that  for  once  in  a  way  I  might 
put  a  dry  fly  to  it,  and  immediately  searched  my 
pockets  for  a  little  tin  matchbox  in  which  I  had 
kept  some  of  those  beautiful  imitations  used  for 
the  work  I  had  treasured  since  my  "  entry  "  to  the 
art  on  a  Winchester  water.  Changing  my  cast  then, 
and  dropping  on  my  knee,  my  first  cast  M'as  a 
beauty,  the  wings  of  the  artificial  sticking  up  in  a! 
most  natural  style.  Gently  then  it  floated  down 
right  over  that  fish,  but  without  the  slightest 
evidence  of  being  taken.  However,  after  a  few 
more  casts  I  gave  it  up  as  fruitless,  and  which  I 
have  often  found  to  be  the  case  in  these 
streams. 

After  this  unsuccessful  effort,  I  went  on  nearly 
to  Trecame  Bridge,  which  stands  about  at  the 
junction  of  the  "Jump"  water  and  the  main  stream, 
and  here  a  slight  discoloration  of  the  water  began 
to  be  in  evidence,  which  as  I  fished  on  became 
more  pronounced  ;  the  pollution,  however,  which 
waS  harmless,  being  only  dirt  coming  from  a  mill- 
leat  that  was  being  cleaned  out  above.  Neverthe- 
less, it  set  the  ball  rolling — or,  rather,  fish — and  I 
soon  caught  half  a  dozen. 

By  this  time  I  had  reached  about  the  centre  of 
the  pool  immediately  below  the  bridge,  which  by 
the  pace  the  water  was  coming  down  was  full  of 
eddies,  and  presently  I  came  to  a  sandy  spot  where 
the  river  had  formed  a  bay  in  the  bank,  and  across 
which,  to  prevent  the  cattle  straying  to  the  other 
side,  a  couple  of  iron  hurdles  had  been  placed. 
Standing  then  by  these,  I  made  a  cast  reaching 
about  half-way  across  the  river  at  an  angle  of  about 
forty-five  degrees  upwards. 

Apparently  1o  me  my  flies  bad  hardly  reached 
the  surface  of  the  water  when  there  was  a  deuce 
of  a  boil,  and  at  the  same  instant  a  leavy  fish 
went  racing  down  stream  cariying  ray  lire  with  it, 
which  made  the  reel  screech  in  high  notes.  Checking 
the  fish  as  much  as  I  dare,  it  at  length  brought  up 
about  twenty  yards  below  me  and  right  under  my 
bank,  and  I  thought  I  saw  trouble  in  store  for  me. 
as  it  was  covered  with  several  bushes,  some  branches 
of  which  stuck — in  a  dangerous  manner — out  over 
the  water.  At  once  I  sang  out  as  lustily  as  I  could, 
"  Tally  ho  !  Hark  back,"  hoping  that  my  com- 
panion might  be  within  hearing  distance,  and  in 
response  (^ame  his  che;^ry  voice,  he  being  but  a  few 


jards  ahead  only  hidden  from  view  by  some  tall, 
thick  bushes. 

Immediately  he  came  to  my  assistance,  but 
before  he  had  reached  halfway  to  where  the  fish 
had  brought  up,  it  shifted,  going  with  a  dash  to 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  where,  stopping  again, 
it  gave  a  graceful  leap  from  the  water,  showing  it 
was  a  trout  far  larger  than  those  which  generally 
inhabit  this  region. 

Unfortunately,  after  its  jump,  as  it  again  reached 
its  native  element  I  saw  that  it  had  twisted  the 
collar- — or  cast — round  a  stick  sticking  out  from 
the  waterstave,  and  I  thought  I  was  done.  How- 
ever, it  lay  quite  ^till,  and  doing  and  daring  in 
putting  a  strain  on  the  line  fortunately  the  branch, 
only  being  dead  wood,  round  which  the  gut  was 
wound,  broke,  and  in  a  short  time  the  fish  came 
to  me. 

Luckily,  my  companion  had  now  removed  one 
of  the  hurdles,  and  I  drew  the  fish  right  up  on  the 
sandy  shore,  and  taking  the  fly  out  of  its  mouth, 
we  then  hurried  to  a  house  which  stands  close  to 
the  bridge,  and  which  I  have  since  heard  belongs 
to  Mr.  Pamell,  a  J.P.  of  the  county,  who  kindly 
weighed  it  for  me.    It  weighed  21b. 

But  my  story  has  even  a  more  pleasing  finish.  It 
was  on  Saturday  when  I  efl'ected  this  capture,  and 
we  then  and  there  made  up  our  minds  it  should 
supplement  our  dinner  menu  the  next  day. 

Well,  the  fish  was  served,  and  his  Reverence,  who 
took  the  chair,  gave  a  greedy  glance  at  the  dish, 
as  our  hostess,  Mrs.  Polkinghomc,  lifted  the  cover 
and  said,  "  What  a  beauty  !  " 

Then  he  helped  me  and  then  himself  ;  but  before 
he  began  to  eat  he  looked  at  me,  who  had  just 
taken  a  mouthful. 

"  What's  wrong  ? "  he  inquired,  as  he  saw  a 
pained  expression  come  over  my  face.  I  said  not  a 
word,  but  he  himself  began  to  eat,  or,  rather,  to  place 
his  teeth  into  that  which  he  had  then  put  in  his 
mouth. 

And  then  the  bubble  burst. 

Not  only  was  it  tasteless,  but  it  was  as  tough  as 
a  piece  of  leather !  Pheasant  Tail. 


HOW  I  BECAME  A  JOUENALIST 
AND  SECUEED  "COPY"  FOR 
MY  FIRST  ARTICLE  UPON  FLY 
FISHING. 

By  J.  Maetin  Dickixs. 

Long  years  ago — while  the  rich  bloom  of  youth 
still  lingered  upon  my  cheek,  my  wild  oats  were  yet 
unso-wn,  and  the  sweet  innocence  that  has  ever  been 
my  distinguishing  characteristic  was  more  pro- 
nounced even  than  now — I  was  introduced  upon  one 
fortunate  day  to  an  elderly  and  enterprising  gentle- 
man, whose  personality  was  not  altogether  unknowTi 
in  and  about  the  regions  of  the  Fleet-street  "  pubs.," 
and  who  possessed  in  an  inordinate  degree  a  re- 
markably sanguine  temperament — and  little  else. 
He  had  conceived  the  happy  and  original  idea 
that  there  was  ample  rocm  for  a  new  and  high-class 
illustrated  weekly,  embracing  all  the  best  elements 
of  the  Illustrated  London  News,  the  Graphic,  Black 
and  White,  the  monthly  magazines,  Tit-Bits,  the 
Enci/clopcedia  Britannica,  Punch,  Fun  and  Judy, 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Pink  ^  f'n,  and  all  to  be 
dispensed  to  an  ever-ungrateful  public  at  the  modest 
price  of  one  penny  ;  and  he  bravely  determined  that, 
providing  the  necessary  and  willing  bloated  capitalist 
were  forthcoming,  he  himself,  as  a  matter  of  pure 
philanthropy,  would  accept  the  post  of  editor  and 
publisher  at  a  princely  salary,  and  be  the  means  of 
launching  upon  its  career  this  prcdigioi;s  penn'orth 
of  art  and  culture. 

He  had  seen  at  the  house  of  a  mutual  friend  one  or 
two  of  my  early  pictorial  perpetrations,  and,  having 
been  apparently  struck  with  their  daring  originality 
(which  was,  I  believe,  their  only  recommendation), 
sought  me  out,  and,  in  an  interesting  interview,  it 
was  arranged  that  for  a  certain  prospective  con- 
sideration I  should  join  his  staff,  and  supply  to  him, 
for  insertion  in  his  paper,  a  weekly  political  cartoon, 
and,  in  addition,  provide  an  occasional  bit  of  padding, 
in  the  shape  of  an  educational  treatise,  dealing  with 
certain  subjects  that  he  himself  would  from  time  to 
time  select. 

In  a  surprisingly  short  period  he  had  gathered 
together  a  galaxy  of  talent,  and  had  filled  up  satis- 
factorily the  various  posts  in  connection  with  his 
forthcoming  venture,  and  the  r,nly  thing  that  was 


delaying  the  genesis  of  the  initial  number  was  his 
failure  to  find  the  man  with  the  "  pieces."  The  great 
difficulty  that  I  had  always  understood  confronted 
capable  young  men  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  lucrative 
appointments  upon  the  staff  of  a  public  journal  was 
altogether  absent  in  this  case — the  modus  operandi 
of  my  editor  was  the  essence  of  simplicity.  AH  that 
it  was  necessary  for  the  embryo  scribes  to  do  was  to 
make  an  application,  stand  the  editor  three  or  four 
drinks,  and  select  for  appointment  any  post  that 
fancy  might  desire  and  desire  might  dictate,  and, 
no  matter  if  the  post  had  been  already  filled  five  or 
six  times  over,  the  appointment  was  made  on  the 
spot  without  fuss  or  ceremony,  and  one  became  a 
full-blown  journalist  right  off  the  reel,  and  could 
immediately  revel  in  glorious  anticipations  of  coming 
greatness  and  prospective  remuneration  of  fabulous 
amounts. 

After  wearily  waiting  in  vain  for  the  advent  of 
the  gent  with  the  "  chips,"  my  editor  boldly  deter- 
mined that  he  would  start-  the  preparation  of  the 
first  number  on  his  own,  and  in  order  to  ensure  more 
personal  interest  in  the  venture  on  the  part  of  the 
staff,  he  magnanimously  allowed  the  members 
thereof  to  put  their  own  '  little  bits  "  into  a  general 
fund  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  to  defray  the  initial 
expense. 

'xhe  preliminaries  being  now  sufficiently  advanced, 
the  staff  were  instructed  to  prepare  their  copy  for 
the  first  number  forthwith,  and  I  was  requested  to  get 
along  with  my  cartoon  and  the  additional  little  bit 
of  literary  padding,  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
as  a  bit  of  make-weight.  His  selection  of  the  subject 
for  my  treatment  was  as  unfortunate  as  it  well  could 
have  been  ;  for  he  happened  to  suggest  just  the  one 
subject  upon  which  I  was,  without  question,  the 
least  enlightened,  and  you  will  appreciate  the 
situation  when  I  tell  you  that  it  was  in  an  article 
treating  of  angling  matters  in  which  he  desired  I 
should  make  my  bow  in  entering  upon  my  journa- 
listic career  i 

The  matter  of  the  cartoon  I  soon  disposed  of,  and, 
if  I  remember  rightly,  I  simply  had  to  depict  the  late 
Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone  with  his  face  blacked 
and  got  up  generally  to  represent  the  then  well- 
known  negro  delineator,  E.  W.  Mackney,  engaged  in 
a  terpsichorean  exercise,  consisting  cf  a  double- 
shuffle,  which,  in  the  days  of  which  I  write,  was 
euphoniously  known  as  the  "  cellar-flap."  My  work 
was  fairly  successful,  and  I  was  much  complimented 
upon  my  ingenuity  in  connection  with  the  sketch, 
in  having  placed  the  identity  of  the  subject  of  the 
skit  well  within  the  pale  of  recognition  by  having 
slung  a  placard  round  his  neck  labelled  "  Glad- 
stone." 

But,  as  I  have  explained,  the  angling  article 
was  a  "  horse  of  another  colour,"  and  I  begged 
my  editor  to  allow  me  (as  an  alternative  or  substi- 
tute) to  work  up  an  interesting  paragraph  notifying 
all  and  sundry  that  arrangements  had  been  effected 
at  the  publishing  office  that  would  enable  the  staff, 
free  of  charge,  to  pafs  an  expert  opinion  upon  the 
relative  merits  of  any  samples  of  either  Scotch  or 
Irish  whisky  that  might  be  forwarded  to  the  office, 
carriage  paid,  and  clearly  addressed  in  the  left-hand 
corner  to  the  care  of  the  "  Sampling  Editor  "  ;  but, 
while  approving  the  suggestion  as  an  additional 
item,  he  was  obdurate  upon  the  matter  for  the 
anglers.  "  But,"  said  I,  in  the  course  of  an  argu- 
ment upon  the  question,  "  I  really  cannot  do  it.  I 
know  absolutely  nothing  about  the  subject."  "  Oh," 
cried  he,  "  is  that  all  ?  My  dear  boy,  that  doesn't 
matter  a  little  bit.  Journalists  seldom  do  know  any- 
thing of  the  subjects  upon  which  they  undertake  to 
enlighten  others  ;  there  are  plenty  of  references, 
and  they  are  very  cheap ;  go  and  borrow  some  or 
buy  a  few — they  won't  cost  you  much  ;  read  the 
matter  up,  and  do  the  best  you  can." 

Well,  in  my  difficulty  I  had  the  great  good  fortune 
to  meet  the  very  man  of  all  others,  whom  I  knew, 
who  could  help  me  out  of  it — a  man  who  was  excep- 
tionally qualified  to  coach  me  in  fishy  subjects, 
seeing  that  for  many  years  he  had  lived  in  close 
touch  with  a  friend  of  his  who  was  engaged  to  a 
young  lady  who  was  waitress  at  a  fried  fish  shop  near 
Billingsgate  Market.  I  took  him  into  my  confidence ; 
he  entered  into  the  subject  whole-heartedly,  and 
undertook  to  see  me  safely  through  my  trouble. 

Well,  in  the  course  of  our  conversation,  he  informed 
me  that  that  section  of  angling  known  as  "  fly 
fishing  "  was,  undoubtedly,  universally  considered 
to  be  the  fine  art  and  cream  of  the  sport,  and,  being 
a  bit  ambitious,  I  at  once  determined  to  discard  the 
minor  branches  as  being  unworthy  of  notice,  and 
take  my  readers  at  once  to  the  top  of  the  tree,  and 
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initiate  them  into  the  ramifications  of  its  best  form 
of  sport,  and,  in  order  to  enable  me  the  mdre  effec- 
tually to  extend  my  knowledge  in  the  desired  direc- 
tion, he  was  good  enough  to  promise  me  an  ocular 
demonstration  of  the  art,  and  it  was  arranged  that, 
upon  a  given  day,  we  should  journey  out  together  to 
a  certain  water  he  indicated,  where  I  should  witness 
some  of  the  most  redoubtable  experts  of  the  day, 
chucking  themselves  about  in  their  frantic  and 
usually  unsuccessful  efforts  to  ensnare  their  hajiless 
prey. 

It  happened  that  upon  the  day  arranged  my  friend 
was  engaged  elsewhere,  and  I  was  elsewhere  engaged, 
so  I  deputed  a  trustworthy  collaborateur  in  our 
journalistic  enterprise  to  deputise  for  me,  and 
supply  to  me  for  a  consideration  the  necessary  copy 
— said  consideration  being  payable  in  advance. 
Now,  it  unfortunately  happened,  by  a  singular  mis- 
chance, that,  at  the  last  moment,  he  also  was  denied 
the  journey,  and  he  also  in  his  turn  had  to  rely  upon 
a  deputy,  the  only  one  available  at  the  moment 
being  a  sharp  lad  in  the  office,  who  could  be  safely 
trusted  to  shove  along,  and  in  due  course  weigh  in, 
with  an  intelligent  report,  the  outcome  of  bis  per- 
sonal observations. 

Now,  strange  though  it  may  appear,  I  had  not, 
at  that  time,  the  remotest  conception  as  to  the 
modus  operandi  in  connection  with  fly  fishing.  I  had 
never  witnessed  the  process,  I  had  never  heard  it 
described,  and  I  had  never  read  aught  concerning 
it,  and  I  could  not,  for  the  life  of  me,  conceive  the 
game  or  the  way  it  was  played.  I  knew  a  little  of 
jack  fishing,  that  is,  fishing  for  jack  ;  I  knew  some- 
thing of  roach  fishing,  that  is,  fishing  for  roach ; 
and  bream  fishing,  that  is,  fishing  for  bream  ;  but 
f.y  fishing — that  is,  fishing  for  flies — -was  a  nut  I  could 
not  crack,  try  how  I  would,  and  I  well  remember 
the  anxious  and  expectant  excitement  with  which 
I  awaited  my  ambassador's  return  with  his  trusty 
report.  I  must  confess  I  was  surprised  and  grievously 
disappointed  when  I  learned  later  that,  after  all, 
fly  fishing  did  not  in  any  sense  consist  in  fishing 
for  flies — it  was  simply  a  form  of  flying  for  fish. 
The  report  of  the  lad  was  exceedingly  lucid,  and  he 
very  intelligently  described  that  which  he  observed, 
and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  his  words  are 
those  I  have  transcribed  and  embodied  in  this 
paper,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  to  those  few  of  my 
readers  who  are  as  ignorant  of  the  art  now  as  I  was 
then  a  relation  of  them  might  prove  both  interesting 
and  instructive.  This  was  his  report : — "  I  went 
along  as  arranged,  and  in  due  course  arrived  upon 
the  scene.  I  there  saw  a  number  of  men  clad  in 
nondescript  costumes,  with  a  lot  of  things  hanging 
round  them.  I  selected  one  man  as  a  typical 
example  of  the  whole,  and  kept  him  under  close 
observation  as  a  fit  subject  for  study.  He  was 
carrying  a  long  stick,  and  at  uncertain  intervals 
along  this,  some  further  apart  and  some  nearer  to 
the  others,  were  tied  a  lot  of  holes,  each  hole  being 
encircled  by  a  piece  of  wire,  bent  as  nearly  as  possible 
to  the  size  and  shape  of  the  hole.  Some  of  these 
holes  were  of  varying  sizes — some  were  larger  than 
others,  and  some  were  smaller  and  some  were  not. 
Near  the  thick  end  of  the  stick  was  fixed  a  winding 
thing,  and  wound  round  this  was  a  lot  of  string. 
Taking  the  end  of  the  string  in  his  hand,  and  com- 
mencing at  the  bottom  hole,  he  passed  it  (the  string, 
not  his  hand)  through  all  the  holes  one  at  a  time, 
and  the  top  one,  too  ;  he  then  pulled  out  a  length 
of  this,  and  this  he  allowed  to  hang  loose.  This 
was  followed  by  a  process  alike  curious  and  myste- 
rious, and  consisted  in  the  fisherman  extracting  from 
a  handy  pocket  of  his  coat  a  singular  little  article, 
similar  in  size,  shape,  and  appearance  to  an  ordinary 
little  spirit  flask;  the  topof  this  he  deftly  unscrewed, 
and  then  placed  the  stopper  end  of  the  article 
Itotween  his  lips,  at  the  same  time  slightly  inclining 
his  head  in  a  backward  direction ;  a  gentle  gurgling 
Hound  was  followed  by  a  sigh  of  content,  and  the 
')p€ration  appeared  complete.  His  next  procedure 
j)roved  that  a  lot  of  valuable  time  had  been  wasted 
i  n  wind  iHg  the  string  on  the  wheel,  for  he  immediately 
began  to  wind  a  lot  of  it  off  ;  he  then  produced 
from  his  bag  a  flat  tin  box,  and  upon  his  opening 
the  lid  there  was  disclosed  row  after  row  of  lovely 
little  flies,  which  it  must  have  taken  him  a  long 
time  to  catch.  I  quite  expected  to  see  them  all 
fly  away,  b>it  they  were  evidently  so  strongly 
attached  to  their  little  box  that  they  preferred  to 
remain;  one  of  them,  however,  did  escape,  and 
fluttered  to  the  ground  and  settled  amongst  the 
grass.  I  good-naturedly  tried  to  catch  it,  but  the 
little  beast  stung  me  so  unmercifully  that  I  let  it 
rest.   He  next  selected  one  of  the  smallest  of  the 
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little  flies  and  fastened  it  somehow  to  the  end  of 
the  string,  and  then  laid  down  his  stick  and  lit  his 
pipe.  He  then  passed  his  hand  into  an  inner  pocket 
of  his  coat  and  extracted  thereform  a  curiously- 
shaped  little  article,  somewhat  resembling  an 
ordinary  spirit  flask,  and  unscrewing  the  top — oh, 
I  think  I  mentioned  this  before !  Well,  then 
appeared  to  commence  the  actual  work  he  had 
before  him,  for,  grasping  his  stick  firmly  in  his 
hand,  he  gazed  long  and  earnestly  upon  the  water — 
this  was  easy  enough ;  I've  done  it  myself  lots  of 
times,  and  thought  nothing  of  it — but  all  at  once  I 
heard  a  splash,  and  looking  in  its  direction  was 
surprised  to  see  a  big  ring  of  water,  floating  on  the 
top  of  the  other  water,  and  across  the  moor  I  saw 
the  little  boy  who  had  thrown  the  stone  running 
away. 

"  Well,  the  gentleman  seemed  to  have  heard  the 
splash  as  well,  and  it  seemed  to  affect  him  in  a  very 
curious  manner ;  his  knees  gave  way  under  him. 
his  body  bent  nearly  double,  and  you'd  have  thought 
he'd  got  a  mild  stroke  of  paralysis,  but  I  don't 
think  he  had,  for  although  he  couldn't  straighten 
himself  up,  he  started  running  down  the  bank  in  the 
direction  of  the  splash,  to  see  what  was  the  matter, 
and  while  he  was  running  it  was  very  fuimy  to  see 
him  keep  waggling  his  stick  about,  I  suppose  to 
keep  the  other  flies  off.  I  did  laugh,  I  did ;  but, 
as  I  expected,  he  soon  got  tired,  although  he  just 
managed  to  reach  the  spot  where  the  splash  had 
occurred.  Then,  I  suppose  from  sheer  exhaustion, 
he  fell  down  on  both  of  his  knees,  and  the  end  of 
his  string  fell  on  top  of  the  water  right  over  the 
spot  where  the  ring  had  been.  I  ran  along  to  help 
him  up,  and  I  heard  him  say  '  come  short '  and 
'  hang,'  and  other  things  as  I  came  away ;  but 
there  wasn't  any  fishing.  While  I  was  waiting 
for  this  to  begin  I  saw  two  of  the  men  (to  help 
pass  away  the  time)  play  a  little  game  between 
themselves,  and  in  order  to  play  this  game  you 
must  have  some  ducks.  No.  1  went  along  up  the 
river  to  a  certain  spot,  and  No.  2  went  down  the 
river  to  another  certain  spot,  and  the  ducks  were 
between  them.  No.  I  then  started  waggling  his 
stick  about,  apparently  trying  to  frighten  the  ducks 
down  to  No.  2,  No.  2  at  the  same  time  waggling 
his  stick  about  trying  to  frighten  the  ducks  up  to 
No.  1 ;  but  it  wasn't  any  good,  the  ducks  only  said, 
'  Quack,  quack,'  and  soon  won  the  game.  It's  a 
nice  exercise,  but  it  isn't  in  it  with  rounders,  and 
hockey  would  lick  it  into  fits.  Well,  by  this  time 
it  was  getting  late,  and  as  there  hadn't  been  any 
fishing,  I  asked  when  it  was  going  to  begin,  but  as 
the  answer  I  got  did  not  consist  of  any  of  the  usual 
texts  they  hang  up  in  my  Sunday-school,  and  as 
there  wasn't  any  fishing,  I  can  only  conclude  I 
had  gone  to  the  wrong  place,  and  that  somebody 
had  been  having  a  little  joke  at  your  expense,  and 
I'll  be  much  obliged  if  you'll  be  good  enough  to 
send  me  the  money  you  owe  me.'' 

I  am  not  quite  sure  if  I  sent  the  money,  but  I 
am  quite  certain  that  I  very  much  appreciated  his 
lucid  exposition  of  the  fly  fisher's  art. 

And  now  to  curtail  and  close  a  somewhat  lengthy 
story — that  much-desired,  long-sought-for,  but 
evasive  millionaire  at  length  appeared  upon  the 
scene.   He  seemed  to  be  a  very  nice,  softly-con' 


structed  young  gentleman,  and  likely  to  be  especially 
amenable  to  the  "  squeezing "-  process,  in  the 
demonstration  of  which  our  chief  was  a  past  master, 
and  before  whom  so  many  innocent  victims  had 
previously  succumbed  ;  tho-  details  of  the  scheme 
were  laid  before  him,  and  he  was  offered  the  privilege 
of  financing  the  whole  concern,  and  "bland  and 
childlike  was  the  smile  with  which  he  announced 
his  intention  of  considering  the  matter  and  giving 
a  definite  reply  upon  an  early  date.  His  acceptance 
of  the  offer  was  a  foregone  conclusion,  our  prospective 
salaries  were  immediately  doubled,  and  we  held  a 
little  convivial  meeting  in  anticipatory  celebration 
of  the  event ;  the  generous  instincts  of  our  chief 
were  fully  aroused,  and 

We  interviewed  the  landlord  and  owed  for  drinks 
around. 

And  we  drank  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  "J," 
Whom  our  boss  had  haply  found  and  neatly  run 
to  ground. 
But,  alas,  alack,  and  also  well-a-day  ! 
He  wasn't  quite  a  "  juggins,"  and  he  wouldn't  risk 
a  "  bob," 

And  no  interest  in  our  scheme  would  he  evince. 
So  we  sadly  shut  the  shutters,  I  chucked  the  little 
job, 

And  I've  never  been  a  journalist  since. 
December,  1S04.  i 


ANTICOSTI  ISLAND,  ANTICOSTI. 

It  was  in  1895  that  the  island  of  Anticosti  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Henry  Menier,  the  great  French 
manufacturer,  from  the  syndicate  which  had  for 
some  time  owned  it,  the  price  paid  being  $160,000. 
The  island  is  130  miles  long  by  about  twenty -seven 
miles  wide,  and  is  thus  larger  than  Long  Island  in 
New  York  State.  It  was  then  without  human 
inhabitants  except  at  one  place.  Fox  Bay  ;  the  few 
people  residing  there  supporting  themselves  by  trap- 
ping and  fishing.  The  waters  about  the  island 
abound  in  fish. 

Previous  to  the  purchase  by  Mr.  Menier,  little 
was  known  of  the  interior  of  the  island.  Much  had 
been  written  concerning  it,  but  those  who  told 
the  stories  relied  more  on  their  imagination  than  on 
precise  information  for  the  material  which  they  gave 
the  public.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  large  mammals, 
except  the  black  bear,  are  found  on  the  island ; 
neither  moose,  caribou,  nor  even  beaver  existed 
there  at  the  time  of  the  purchase. 

After  Mr.  Menier  first  bought  the  island  he  had 
some  trouble  with  the  colonists,  who  declined  to 
accept  him  as  ruler.  Before  long,  however,  this 
difficulty  was  smoothed  away,  the  malcontents 
removed,  and  other  colonists  brought  in.  On  pur- 
chasing the  island,  Mr.  Menier  naturally  desired  to 
learn  what  its  material  condition  was,  and  what 
it  produced.  With  this  in  view,  he  engaged  as 
medical  officer  for  the  island  Dr.  Joseph  Schmitt. 
a  naturalist  in  close  touch  with  some  of  the  most 
eminent  scientific  men  of  France.  From  his  pen 
has  recently  appeared  a  monograph  of  the  island 
of  Anticosti,  giving  us  much  reliable  information 
about  that  inaccessible  land.  The  paper,  which  is 
fully  illustrated,  is  in  French,  covers  nearly  400 
pages,  and  has  many  maps  and  diagrams. 

It  is  divided  into  five  parts,  of  which  the  first, 
following  an  introduction,  deals  with  the  geographj-. 
history,  meteorology,  and  climate,  and  the  second 
with  the  geology  and  paleontology.  The  third  part 
is  botanical,  and  the  fourth  deals  with  the  zoology-, 
from  protozoan  up  to  mammals,  with  a  page  or  two 
on  anthropology.  The  fifth  part  tells  very  briefly 
of  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases  in  men  and 
animals,  of  the  possibilities  of  agriculture,  the 
resources  of  the  island,  and  certain  conclusions. 

The  part  dealing  with  the  zoology  will  chiefly 
interest  our  readers,  many  of  whom  will  be  surprised 
to  learn  of  the  great  paucity  of  mammalian  life  on 
the  island.  The  black  bear,  the  otter,  the  marten, 
and  the  fox  are  the  sole  land  mammals  noted,  except 
two  or  three  mice.  Of  marine  mammals  there 
are  many — seals,  whales,  and  dolphins. 

Mr.  Menier  purchased  the  island  for  a  game 
preserve,  and  it  is  said  that  red  deer,  caribou,  and 
moose  have  been  turned  out  there,  as  well  as  beaver, 
and  that  all  of  these  are  doing  well.  Silver  foxes 
occur,  and  some  of  them  confined  in  a  large  park 
are  breeding  with  results  that  seem  to  be  satisfactory-. 
Mr.  Menier  is  looking  carefully  after  the  well-being 
of  the  fur-bearing  animals,  not  less  than  of  the 
game,  and  it  is  reported  that  fur  is  increasing.— 
Forest  and  Stream, 

[2] 
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Mr.  Cox's  Keeper  (Humphrey  Priddis)  showing  a  2lb.  2oz.  Tbodt 

CADGHT  ON  A  2^0Z.  "  LEONARD  "  FlY  RoD,  AND  LANDED  WITHOUT 

A  Landing  Net  from  the  weediest  part  of  the 
Itchen  on  his  beat  in  August  last. 


Mr.  G.  W.  Hemens,  Angler-Natubalist,  or  93,  Wauds- 

WOKTH-ROAD,  S.W.,  and  HIS  21LB.   IJOZ.   PiKE  TAKEN 

FROM  Public  Water  at  Stopham  (River  Arun, 

NEAR  PulBOROUGh),  ON  JaRDINE  SnAP- 

Tackle,  on  Dec.  4. 


THE  SEA.  FISHING  EXPEKIENCES 
OF  A  LAND-LUBBER  * 

  T 

When  asked  a  few  weeks  ago  by  one  of  our 
members  to  join  himself  and  a  friend  in  a  sea-fishing 
excursion  to  Ramsgate,  I  did  not  hesitate  a  single 
moment  in  accepting  the  kind  invitation.  My 
appetite  for  the  sport  had  already  been  whetted. 
Had  I  not  had  experience  on  the  mud-flats  at  Leigh- 
on-Sea,  where  scarce  a  ripple  stirred  the  boat  ?  Had 
I  not  revelled  in  the  luscious  smell  of  shrimps  ?  Had 
I  not  wrestled  with  the  juipy  lug  ?  Had  I  not  strug- 
gled with  the  mighty  dab  ?  Already  I  felt  qualified 
as  a  fisherman  and  a  sailor,  and  longed  to  again  float 
upon  the  bosom  of  the  ocean  deep  and  gaff  cod  by 
the  score  ! 

The  days  that  intervened  seemed  all  too  long  ; 
ray  excitement  was  difficult  to  control ;  the  leisure 
hours  were  passed  in  overhauling  sea-fishing  tackle, 
in  anticipating  the  vast  numbere  of  fish  that  would 
be  caught,  and  in  wondering  which  would  be  the 
best  way  to  get  them  home.  Probably,  thought  I, 
a  cabman  might  refuse  to  carry  them,  fearing  they 
would  make  his  cab  smell ;  but  could  I  not  leave 
them  in  the  cloak-room  of  the  station,  and  send  a 
truck  down  for  them  next  day  'I  No,  that  would 
not  do  ;  it  would  be  too  risky.  The  clerk  in  charge 
might  wish  to  sample  them,  and  might  even  distri- 
bute specimens  amongst  the  station-master  and 
porters — to  say  nothing  of  his  friends  and  relations. 
I  dare  not  run  the  risk  of  losing  my  precious  fish. 

Need  I  dwell  upon  the  excitement  of  those  waiting 
hours  ?  What  true  angler  has  not  had  a  similar 
experience  over  and  over  again — aspirations  which 
days  of  disappointment  only  serve  to  intensify  ? 
Although  arrangements  were  made  to  leave  London 
on  the  Saturday  evening,  I  felt  doubtful  whether  it 
would  be  advisable  to  go  to  business  on  that  day, 
fearing  I  might  not  be  able  to  get  ready  in  time. 
There  were  oilskins  to  pack,  oilskins  which  I  had 
bought  long  since,  but  had  never  had  occasion  ,  to 
wear.  Whenever  I  had  taken  oilskins  the  weather 
had  invariably  been  fine,  and  they  had  proved  a 
useless  burden,  but  as  sure  as  I  left^them  at  home, 
no  matter  how  brilliant  the  weather  at  starting,  it 
would  1x3  sure  to  rain. 

At  length  the  hour  for  departure  approached ; 
my  better  half  begged  me  to  rest  yet  awhile  ;  she 
felt  I  must  be  tired  and  worn-out  after  the  anxiety 
and  worry  of  the  days  of  preparation ;  but,  no — 
I  would  not  miss  the  train  for  worlds  ! 

After  many  affectionate  salutations,  I  departed. 
How  terribly  slow  that  'bus  seemed  to  be — it  simply 
crawled.  Would  it  never  reach  the  station  ?  I  felt 
sure  I  should  be  late.  Would  it  not  be  better  to 
leave  the  'bus  and  take  a  hansom  ?  At  last,  how- 
ever, the  station  is  reached  !  How  proudly  I  march 
to  the  booking-office,  my  basket  slung  on  my  back 
and  my  rod  carried  lightly  under  my  arm.  I  felt 
that  all  eyes  were  upon  me.  How  I  must  be  envied  ! 
I  imagined  the  people  whispering  one  to  the  other, 
"  There  goes  an  angler  ! '-  I  felt  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  a  mighty  hunter,  and  was  ready  to  do  and 
dare  anything.  I  paced  the  platform,  looking 
anxiously  about  for  my  friend.  Would  he  never 
come — had  I  missed  him  ?  I  looked  at  the  station 
clock.  Great  Heavens,  I  had  arrived  half-an-hour 
too  soon  ! 

When  one  goes  to  Ramsgate  one  naturally  expects 
to  find  fish,  but  what  my  friend  seemed  most  anxious 
to  find  was  the  boatman.  This  proved  a  somewhat 
difficult  quest.  The  wind  now  began  to  howl,  and 
somewhere  in  the  distance  we  cowld  hear  the  sound 
of  an  angry  sea.  I  began  to  quake,  and  the  courage, 
which  seemed  so  great  in  London,  was  oozing 
through  my  finger-tips.  I  realised  that  in  my 
ardour  I  had  let  myself  in  for  something  which 
might  lead  to  serious  consequences.  But  I  did  not 
permit  my  fears  to  be  kno\^Ti  to  my  friend.  Out- 
wardly I  remained  cheerful — never  would  I  let  him 
see  that  I  was  afraid — but,  oh !  how  fervently  I 
hoped  he  would  never  find  that  boatman.  We 
inquired  from  a  small  boy,  who  directed  us  up  one 
street  and  down  another.  We  again  inquired  from 
a  larger  boy,  who  directed  us  back  the  way  we  had 
come,  but  still  no  boatman  could  we  find.  It  was 
growing  late,  and,  as  a  last  resource,  we  were  com- 
pelled to  knock  up  the  residents  to  seek  for  infor- 
mation concerning  this  elusive  mariner.  At  length, 
to  my  great  sorrow,  we  found  his  humble  abode. 

*  A  paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society,  Broad-street 
Restaurant,  E.C,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  6,  by 
Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson. 
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NAVAL,  SHIPPING, 


AND 


FISHERIES  EXHIBITION, 


EARL'S  COURT,  1905. 


UNDER  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  LONDON  EXHIBITIONS  (LTD.). 


The  Right  Hon.  the  LoEC  Mavor  OP  London  (Mr. 
Alderman  Pound),  Presidmt 

Admiral  Hon.  Sir  Edmund  Peemantle,  G.C.B., 
C.M.G.,  Eear-Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Vice- 
President 

The  Masquess  of  Ormonde,  K.P.  (Commodore  of 
the  Eoyal  Yacht  Squadron) 

The  Maeqcess  op  Ailsa  (Chairman  of  Ailsa  Ship- 
building Company) 

The  Earl  Nelson 

The  Viscount  Goschen  (late  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty) 

The  Eabl  Percy,  M.P.  (Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs) 

The  Lord  Cottesloe  (Chairman,  London,  Brighton, 
and  South  Coast  Railway  Company,  and  of  the  New- 
haven  Shipping  Line). 

The  Lord  In\"erclyde  (Chairman  of  the  Cunard 
Steamship  Company,  and  Commodore  of  the  Royal 
Northern  Yacht  Club) 

The  Lord  ARirsTRONG  (Chairman,  Sir  W.  G.  Arm- 
strong, Whitworth  &  Co.) 

Field-Marshal  Sir  George  S.  White,  G.C.B.,  G.C.S.I., 
G.C.M.G.,  G.C.I.E.,  G.C.V.O.,  V.C.  (Governor  of 
Gibraltar) 

Rear-Admiral  the  Hon.  Victor  Montagu 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  J.  Otway,  Bart.  (Deputy- 
Chairman,  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  Company) 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  C.  R.  Colomb,  K.C.M.G., 
M.P.  (Great  Yarmouth),  Royal  Commissioner  Supply 
of  Food  and  Raw  Material  in  Time  of  War 

The  Right  Hon.  Wm.  Ellison  Macartney,  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  1895-1900 
(Deputy-Master,  Royal  Mint) 

Admiral  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Dalrymple  H^y, 
G.C.B.,  F.R.S. 

Vice-Admiral  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  Bart. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Pearce,  Bart.  (Chairman  of  Fairfield  Ship- 
building and  Engineering  Company) 

Sir  F.  D.  Dixon-Hartland,  Bart.,  M.P.  (Chairman  of 
Thames  Conservancy  Board) 

Sir  W.  CuTHBERT  Quilter,  Bart.,  M.P.  (Vice-Com- 
modore, lioyal  Harmch  Yacht  Club) 

Sir  Andrew  Noble,  Bart.,  K.C.B.,  F.R.S.  (Vice- 
Chairman,  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong,  Whitworth  &  Co.). 

Sir  Charles  B.  B.  M'Laren,  Bart.,K.C.,  M.P.  (Chair- 
man of  Palmer's  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 
Company,  and  i  Deputy-Chairman  of  John  Brown  & 
Co.,  Clydebank) 

Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  Charles  Hotham,  G.C.B., 
G.C.V.O. 

Admiral  Sir  William  Dowell,  G.C.B. 

Admiral  Sir  Vesey  Hamilton,  G.C.B. 

Admiral  Sir  Cyprian  Bridge,  G.C.B. 

Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  James  Erskine,  K.C.B. 

Admiral  Sir  G.  Digby  Morant,  K.C.B. 

Vice-Admiral  Sir  Bouverie  Clark,   K.C.B.  (late 

Director  of  Transports) 
Admiral  Sir  St.  George  D'Arcy  Irvine,  K.C.B. 
Admiral  Sir  Richard  E.  Tracy,  K.C.B. 


HON.   GENERAL  COMMITTEE: 

Admiral  Sir  Robert  Hastings  Harris,  K.C.B,, 
K.C.M.G.(Presid6nt,Royal  Naval  College.Greenwich) 

Sir  Thomas  Sutherland,  G.C.M.G.,  LL.D.  (Chairman, 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  ;  Vice-President 
of  London  Board  of  Suez  Canal  Company) 

Sir  Francis  H.  Evans,  Bart.,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.  (South- 
ampton), of  Donald  Currie  &  Co.,  manager  of  the 
Union-Castle  Steamship  Company 

Sir  Marcus  Samuel,  Bart.  (Chairman pf  the  Shell  Line) 

Sir  Hugh  Smiley,  Bart.  (Commodore,  Royal  Clyde 
Yacht  Club) 

Sir  James  Lyle  Mackay,  G.C.M.G.,  K.C.I.E.  (Member 

of  Council  of  India ;  Director,  British  India  Steam 

Navigation  Company) 
Major-General  Sir  Owen  Tudor  Burne,  G.C.I.E., 

K.C.S.I.  (late  of  the  India  Office  ;  Director,  P.  and  O. 

Company) 

Admiral  Sir  Leopold  M'Clintock,  K.C.B.,  LL.D., 

F.R.S.  (Elder  Brother  of  the  Trinity  House) 
Admiral  Sir  N.  Bowden-Smith,  K.C.B. 
Admiral  Sir  Adolphus  Fitzgeorge,  K.C.V.O. 
Sir  Richard  D.  Awdry,  K.C.B,  (late  Accountant- 

General  of  the  Royal  Navy) 
Sir  J.  Henry  Beegne,  K.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.  (late  of  the 

Foreign  Office) 
Colonel  Sir  Heney  M.  Hozier,  K.C.B.  (Secretary  of 

Lloyd's) 

Sir  Alfred  L.  Jones,  K.C.M.G.  (Chairman  of  Elder, 
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K.C.I.E.,   C.B.,  LL.D.  (Government  Director  of 
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Embassy,  Paris ;  Director  of  Suez  Canal  Company) 
Sir  Charles  Kennedy,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.  (late  of  the 

Foreign  Office) 
Sir  George  Birdwood,  K.C.I.E.,  C.S.I.,  M.D.,  LL.D. 

(late  of  the  India  Office) 
Sir  Henry  Seymour  King,  K.C.I.E.,  M.P.  (Central 

Hull),  Commodore,  Royal  Yorkshire  Yacht  Club 
Admiral  Ernest  N.  Rolfe,  G.B. 
Rear-Admiral  Richard  F.  Britten 
Vice-Admiral  W.  H.  C.  St.  Clair 
Vice-Admiral  W.  P.  S.  Mann 
Rear-Admiral  C.  J.  Noelock. 
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Col.  Thomas  Edward  Vickers  (Chairman  of  Vickers, 

Sons  &  Maxim) 
Sir  C.  PuRDON  Clarke,  CLE.  (Director  of  Victoria 

and  Albert  Museum) 
Sir  Charles  Cayzer,  M.P.  (Barrow-in-Furness) 
Sir  W.  Theodore  Doxford,  M.P.  (Sunderland) 
Sir  William  Henry  Venables  Vernon  (President  of 
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Jersey,  Commodore  of  Royal  Channel  Islands  Yacht 
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Lieut.-General   W.   P.  Wright  (Deputy-Adjutant- 
General,  Royal  Marines) 
Major-General  W.  Campbell,  R.M.A. 


Admiral  Ernest  Rice  (commanding  Coastguard  and 
Naval  Reserves) 

Commander  G.  C.  Frederick,  R.N.  (Harbour  Depart- 
ment, Board  of  Trade) 

Commander  Charles  Napier  Robinson,  R.N. 

Lieut.  G.  E.  Armstrong,  R.N. 

Stewart  Clark,  Esq.  (Commodore,  Clyde  Corinthian 
Yacht  Club) 

Arnold  P.  Hills,  Esq.  (Chairman  of  Thames  Iron- 
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W.  H.  Grenpell,  Esq.,  M.P.,  D.L.  (Thames  Conser- 
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ampton) 

Hudson  E.  Kearley,  Esq.,  M.P.  (Devonport) 
Col.  Francis  A.  Lucas,  M.P.  (Lowestoft) 
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Director  of  John  I.  Tliorneycroft  &  Co.) 
Col.  John  M.  Denny,  M.P.  (Shipbuilder,  Dumbarton) 
S.  Samuels,  Esq.  (British  Delegate  to  the  Interna- 
tional Maritime  (Jongress  at  Amsterdam) 
H.  H.  Bartlett,  Esq.  (Commodore  of  the  Roya 

London  Yacht  Club) 
Frederick  Cox,  Esq.   (Couimodore  of  the  Royal 

Southampton  Yacht  Club) 
W.  L.  Wyllie,  Esq.  (Commodore,  Medway  Yacht  Club) 
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Owen  C.  Philipps,  Esq.,  J. P.  (Chairman  of  the  Royal 
Mail  Steam  Packet  Company,  and  Chairman  of  the 
King  Line  of  Steamers) 

F.  Henderson,  Esq.  (Director  of  the  Anchor  Line) 
R.  Sinclair  Scott  (Chairman,  Scott's  Shipbuilding 

and  Engineering  Company,  and  of  Leeds  Forge 
Company) 

John  Inglis,  Esq.,  LL.D.  (A.  &  J.  Inglis,  Glasgow) 
•Frederick  J.  Stephen,  Esq.,  M.A.  (Chairman,  Alex. 

Stephen  &  Son,  Govan) 
William  Beaedmore,  Esq.  (Chairman,  W.  Beard- 
more  &  Co.,  Govan) 
Dr.  Douglas  Kerb  (Yacht  Valdora) 

G.  L.  Watson,  Esq.  (Yacht  Designer,  Glasgow) 
William  Fife,  Esq.  (W.  Fife  &  Sons,  Yacht  Builders, 

Fairlie) 

Alfeed  Mylne,  Esq,  (Yacht  Designer,  Glasgow) 
Chaeles    E.    Pagan,    Esq.    (Assistant  Secretan.*, 

Natural  History  Museum) 
Captain  W.  H.  Beailey 
William  Senioe,  Esq.  (Editor  of  The  Field) 
R.  B.  Maeston,  Esq.  (Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette) 
Arthur  Welch,  Esq. 
Edgar  Goble,  Esq. 


HON.  SECRETARIES 


Admiral  Sir  Albert  Hastings  Markham,  K.C.B, 


Sir  Arthur  Teendell,  C.M.G. 


Recent  events  have  attracted  public  attention  in  a  marked  manner  to  maritime  questions.  The  naval  requirements  of  the  country,  the  necessity  for  an  adequata 
supply  of  duly  qualified  seamen,  the  general  welfare  of  our  sailors,  the  prosperity  of  our  mercantile  marine,  the  preservation  and  development  of  our  fisheries,  are  all 
matters  of  great  and  absorbing  public  interest.  It  is  thought,  therefore,  that  in  making  the  Exhibition  arrangements  for  190.5,  national  interest  and  public  sympathy 
would  a.s3ign  foremost  claims  to  these  subjects,  more  especially  as  we  celebrate  in  that  year  the  centenary  of  Nelson's  glorious  victory  at  Trafalgar. 

It  is  accordingly  intended  to  organise  an  Exhibition,  to  be  opened  in  May,  1905,  which  shall  be  representative  of  the  Royal  Na\'y  and  the  ^Mercantile  Marine,  Sea 
and  River  Fisheries,  and  Yachting.    It  will  include  exhibits  of  maritime  discovery  and  inland  exploration,  and  other  matters  of  importance  and  interest. 

In  organising  the  Exhibition  one  of  the  main  objects  the  Executive  have  in  view  is  to  bring  the  Navy  of  the  past  and  the  Navy  of  the  present  before  the  inland 
people  of  this  country  who  may  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  our  sea  ports  or  naval  arsenals  and  dockyards. 

To  accomplish  this,  the  Hon.  Committee  invite  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  owners  of  relics,  models,  pictures,  &c.,  relating  to  the  history  of  our  Navy  by 
placing  at  their  disposal  during  the  time  the  Exhibition  is  opened  such  relics,  &c.,  as  they  may  be  inclined  to  lend,  which  will  be  insured  against  all  risks  from"  the 
time  they  leave  tbeir  owner's  possession  to  the  time  of  their  being  returned  to  him. 

Intendins:  Exhibitors  should  address  for  full  particulars— 

THE  SECRETARY,  LONDON  EXHIBITIONS  (LTD.),  Earl's  Court,  London,  S.W. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Decembbe  24,  1904 


Oh,  joy  1  the  man  was  out  attending  his  Saturday- 
evening  missionary  meeting,  and  his  wife  informed 
us  that  she  was  sure  he  would  not  be  able  to  take 
us  out  the  following  day,  as  the  weather  was  too 
rough,  and  it  was  likely  to  grow  worse  before 
morning.  I  hummed  softly  to  myself,  and  my 
quakings  ceased,  but  outwardly  I  was  calm  and  self- 
possessed.  How  brave  my  companions  must  have 
thought  me,  as  I  am  convinced  they  were  more  than 
half -afraid  themselves. 

At  length  we  reached  the  abode  which  was  to  be 
our  shelter  for  the  night.  There  we  found  peace, 
the  only  peace  I  had  during  that  eventful  week-end. 
With  great  forethought  provision  had  been  made  for 
our  creature  comforts.  It  is  unnecessary  to  take 
up  time  by  giving  details  of  the  sumptuous  supper 
that  had  been  provided.  Contrary  to  my  expecta- 
tions there  was  no  fish — not  even  a  shrimp — but, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  story,  it  is  important  to  state 
that  amongst  other  good  things  there  was  York  ham 
and  ox  tongue,  of  which  I  partook  ungrudgingly. 
I  have  reason  to  remember  that  ham  and  tongue  ! 

The  following  morning  I  was  up  betimes.  My 
companions  were  still  abed— these  fishermen  are 
such  lazy  beggars — and  whilst  awaiting  breakfast 
I  ventured  for  a  stroll  upon  the  front.  It  was  cold 
and  bleak  ;  the  wind  blew  in  gusts  ;  and,  oh,  that 
awful-looking  sea  !  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
brave  women  returning  from  early  morning  service, 
the  place  was  deserted.  No  other  mere  male  man 
appeared  to  have  had  the  courage  to  venture  out. 
How  I  hoped  that  the  wind  would  increase  in  fury 
and  keep  us  house-bound. 

At  breakfast  we  had  the  first  sight  of  Ramsgate 
fish,  in  the  shape  of  a  special  delicacy  whicli  is 
much  esteemed  in  Ramsgate,  and  which  I  took  to 
be  a  cross  between  a  kipper  and  a  bloater.  I 
partook  heartily  of  these  hybrid  bloaters  !  I  repeat, 
I  partook  heartily  of  these  hybrid  kippers  !  And 
we  then  proceeded  to  the  business  which  had  brought 
us  to  Ramsgate. 

In  due  time  we  discovered  the  boatman,  and,  to 
my  disgust,  we  found  him  quite  cheerful.  He  was 
placidly  gazing  at  a  large  tin  of  lug-worm  soup. 
He  thought  we  should  be  able  to  get  out  if  the 
wind  did  not  get  any  higher  !  I  could  have  killed 
that  man  !  To  think  that  for  the  sake  of  a  few 
paltry  pieces  of  silver  he  would  risk  our  precious 
lives  !  I  would  have  given  all  the  silver  I  possessed 
to  have  stayed  ashore  ;  but,  outwardly,  I  was  still 
perfectly  calm  and  self-possessed.  How  bravely  I 
would  die  if  needs  be  ! 

I  don't  believe  that  boatman  rowed  out,  the 
wind  evidently  carried  us  out  to  sea — how  could 
the  man  fossibly  row,  when  most  of  the  time  the 
boat  was  standing  upright,  and  I  was  frantically 
clutching  the  gunwale  to  keep  from  falling  out. 
Why,  looping  the  loop  was  a  flea-bite  to  it  ! 

At  length  we  cast  anchor,  and  when  the  boat  was 
securely  tied  up  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  I  hoped 
it  would  prevent  her  standing  on  end  quite  so 
much.  A  most  peculiar  sensation  now  reminded 
me  of  the  hybrid  bloaters  I  had  for  breakfast. 
They  were  making  a  determined  effort  to  return  to 
their  native  element,  but  I  did  not  mean  to  let 
them  escape.  I  kept  my  mouth  shut !  I  felt 
that  I  wanted  to  say  something  fuimy,  in  order 
that  my  friends  might  understand  how  happy  I 
was — to  show  that  I  was  perfectly  calm  and  self- 
possessed,  but  some  subtle  instinct  warned  me  not 
to  open  my  mouth.  I  baited  the  hooks  with 
the  ^  horrid-looking  lug-worms,  from  which  the 
juices  squirted  in  countless  fountain  sprays.  Now, 
I  am  quite  convinced  that  there  must  be  something 
in  the  juices  of  a  lug-worm  which  acts  upon  the 
human  constitution.  After  handling  those  worms 
I  broke  out  into  a  hot  and  cold  perspiration,  the 
upper  portion  of  my  body  and  the  extremities  were 
clammy  cold,  but  my  stomach  was  hot — burning 
hot.  I  felt  as  though  the  hot  breath  of  forty 
thousand  demons  was  blowing  on  my  vitals,  and 
countless  little  imps  prodding  my  liver  with  their 
forked  tails.  The  hybrid  bloaters  made  still  more 
determined  efforts  to  escape,  but  I  mastered  them, 
and  succeeded  in  keeping  them  in  subjection. 
Another  difficulty  now  presented  itself;  owing  to 
the  motion  of  the  boat,  the  leads  on  the  line  com- 
menced to  pound  the  ocean  bed  like  a  steam  hammer. 
As  the  stem  of  the  boat  made  efforts  to  reach  the 
sky,  so  the  leads  rose  several  feet  from  the  bottom, 
only  to  drop  a  few  seconds  later,  with  such  a  thud 
that  I  felt  they  might  soon  penetrate  to  the  bowels 
of  the  earth.  I  have  since  learned  that  this  trouble 
was  caused  through  my  own  ignorance,  and  have 
been  told  that  I  should  have  "lowered  my  pointJJ 


Gentlemen,  I  give  you  my  solemn  word  of  honour 
that  at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  I  was  not  in 
a  fit  condition  either  to  raise  or  lower  my  point — 
in  fact,  I  did  not  care  what  became  of  my  point ; 
there  were  other  things  to  think  about.  After 
a  considerable  period  of  suffering,  a  fish  took  a 
mean  advantage  of  my  condition,  and  made  a  most 
furious  and  determined  attack  upon  one  of  the 
lug-worms.  At  this  moment  the  boat  indulged  in 
another  aerial  flight,  and  the  fish  was  practically 
thrown  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat !  The  difficulty 
now  was  to  unhook  the  fish.  The  condition  of  my 
interior  warned  me  that  an  attempt  to  stoop  would 
bring  terrible  consequences  in  its  train,  so  I  sat 
for  fully  ten  minutes,  with  one  eye  on  the  whiting 
and  the  other  on  a  sUmy  lug-worm  which  the 
boatman  had  placed  temptingly  within  reach.  That 
lug-worm  did  it,  and  hanging  my  weary  head  over 
the  side  of  the  boat  I  paid  toll  to  Neptune.  Then 
came  another  surprise.  I  had  expected  to  part 
with  the  hybrid  bloater,  but  it  turned  out  to  be 
York  ham  and  tongue.  How  this  could  happen  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  I  simply  relate  the  fact. 
It  may  be  that  the  bloaters  had  gone  to  the  bottom 
after  ground  bait.  But  the  bloaters'  innings  was 
still  to  come. 

Now,  gentlemen,  although  I  have  no  wish  to 
impart  any  personal  grievances  into  this  recital, 
I  feel  bound  to  place  on  record  a  most  serious  com- 
plaint I  have  to  make  against  a  member  of  this 
society.  Although  the  medical  officer  of  the  associa- 
tion was  present  during  the  whole  of  the  proceedings 
which  I  have  related — with  more  or  less  truth — 
he  never  once  made  an  attempt  to  feel  my  pulse, 
nor  did  he  even  request  me  to  put  out  my  tongue — 
in  fact,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  during 
the  period  I  was  paying  my  respects  to  Neptune, 
the  doctor  deliberately  turned  his  head  in  another 
direction. 

At  length  the  efforts  of  the  bloaters  became  more 
and  more  determined,  and  out  of  sympathy  for 
their  evident  sufferings,  I  again  hung  over  the  side 
of  the  boat  and  permitted  them  to  escape.  With  the 
deliverance  of  the  bloaters.  Nature  had  evidently 
done  her  worst.  The  uncomfortable  sensations 
passed  away,  and  I  felt  as  a  babe  gently  rocked  on 
the  bosom  of  the  ocean.  I  even  ■  felt  annoyed 
because  the  billows  were  not  angry  enough.  Lug- 
worms  had  no  terrors  for  me— I  became  filled  with 
a  determination  to  catch  fish.  What  cared  I  though 
wallowing  in  the  midst  of  thousands  of  lugs— their 
unctuous  juices  affected  me  not,  and  to  my  delight 
I  commenced  to  catch  fish.  I  imagine  my  com- 
panions then  felt  jealous  of  my  achievement.  No 
sooner  had  I  commenced  to  have  a  little  sport  than 
one  of  them  proposed  going  ashore,  which  pro- 
position was  immediately  seconded  by  the  other. 
\Vhat  could  I  do  ?  It  was  two  to  one,  so  I  was 
reluctantly  compelled  to  give  in,  and  although  I 
felt  I  could  have  remained  forever,  I  felt  bound 
to  give  way  to  superior  numbers.  But  for  this 
unfortunate  occurrence  I  might  have  been  able  to 
report  a  magnificent  catch. 

Strictly  between  ourselves,  I  may  mention  that 
I  ascertained  later  that  each  one  was  waiting  for 
the  other  to  give  in. 

One  word  of  advice  and  I  have  finished.  H  ever 
you  go  sea  fishing  upon  a  rough  day,  insist  upon 
the  boatman  tying  down  the  boat  securely  at  both 
ends.    She  will  not  then  kick  so  much. 


FISH  CULTUEE. 


THE  MIDLAND  COUNTIES  FISHERY, 
MALVERN  WELLS. 


Mk.  Waltee  Baily,  proprietor  of  this  fishery, 
writes  to  us  as  follows : — 

"The  game  farm  and  sporting  business  which  I 
have  carried  on  for  some  years  in  connection  with 
the  fishery,  under  the  name  of  Wm.  Burgess  and 
Company,  I  have  now  sold,  and  am  devoting  my 
attention  entirely  to  fish  culture.  I  shall  always 
be  pleased  to  give  information  as  to  the  variety  of 
trout  most  suitable  for  any  particular  water,  and 
can  arrange  to  visit  and  advise  as  to  stocking  if 
desired." 

In  addition  to  ova;  fry,  yearlings,  and  two-year- 
old  trout,  Mr.  Baily  supplies,  according  to  his 
list.  Loch  Leven,  rainbows,  and  steelhead  trout. 
Also  Shell  Fish  (water-snails). — Where  not  natur- 
ally present;  it  is  important  that  these  moUusca 
should  b©  introduced ;  they  multiply  very  rapidly; 


and  supply  very  valuable  natural  food  for  trout. 
They  can  be  supplied  through  the  spring  and 
summer. 

Crustaceans  (water-shrimps). — Trout  are  exceed- 
ingly fond  of  these.  They  also  are  very  prohfic. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  pink  colour  of  the  flesh  of 
some  trout  is  caused  by  their  feeding  on  crustaceans 
and  moUusca.  They  can  be  supplied  through  the 
spring  and  summer. 

Small  Water  Creatures,  such  as  daphnse,  Cyclops, 
cypris,  etc.,  all  commonly  classed  as  water-fleas, 
which  are  the  best  of  food  for  trout  fry,  can  be 
supplied  in  any  quantity  during  the  summer 
months. 

The  Challenge  Food  for  Fish.— No.  1,  for  fry,  the 
first  food  ;  No,  2,  for  fry,  from  three  to  six  months  ; 
No.  3,  for  fry,  from  six  months  to  yearling  size; 
No.  4,  for  mature  fish.  All  kinds  of  traps  for 
catching  otters,  eels,  etc.  Trammel  nets,  flue  nets, 
drag  nets,  weed  nets,  casting  nets,  etc.  Illustrated 
price  list  of  fishery  nets  free  on  appUcation. 
Hatching  appliances  on  the  most  modem  principle 
made  to  order,  any  size  required.  Estimates 
given. 

Impohtant. 

It  is  highly  important  that  a  suitable  conveyance 
should  be  ready  at  the  station  to  meet  the  train  by 
which  the  fish  arrive,  as  a  short  delay  after  a  long 
joumey  may  be  fatal,  owing  to  the  water  not  being 
kept  in  motion,  otherwise  we  cannot  be  answerable 
for  any  loss  that  may  occur.  Arrangements  can 
be  made  for  a  competent  man  to  accompany  fish 
if  required,  to  see  them  safely  placed  in  their 
water,  his  railway  expenses  and  time  being  charged 
to  the  purchaser.  Preparation  for  the  journey  is 
necessary  before  trout  are  put  on  rail.  The  fish 
are  placed  in  a  tank,  and  not  fed  for  a  few  days 
before  travelling;  by  so  doing  the  water  remains 
comparatively  clean  during  the  joumey,  therefore 
arrangements  having  been  made  for  the  transport 
of  fish  upon  a  certain  day,  it  is  impossible  to  alter 
the  date.  The  carriers  used  for  moving  fish  (a 
patent  of  our  own)  are  22in.  across  and  14in. 
high,  weighing,  when  full  of  water,  about  Icwt. 
each.  To  prevent  disappointment,  orders  should 
be  given  as  early  in  the  year  as  possible.  During 
cold  weather  less  water  is  required,  and  the  cost  of 
carriage  is  much  lighter. 

THE  OAKEN  CLOUGH  FISHERY,  GARSTANG, 
LANCASHIRE. 
We  understand  that  at  the  Oaken  Clough 
Fishery  between  seven  and  eight  tons  of  fish 
traffic  have  been  dealt  with  recently  in  one  week. 
It  says  much  for  the  management  that  these  large 
consignments  have  arrived  at  their  destinations 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  fish.  As  a  result  of 
the  recent  visit  of  Mr.  Jackson's  manager,  Mr. 
Andrew  Henry,  to  the  South  of  Europe,  a  very 
large  consignment  of  ova  is  being  rapidly 
arranged  for. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  ALEXANDER  ELDER, 
CROSS  KEYS,  CANONBIE. 


There  was  interred  in  the  quiet  and  secluded 
churchyard  of  Canonbie,  in  Dumfriesshire,  close  by 
the  murmiiring  Esk,  near  to  where  he  had  resided 
so  long,  the  remains  of  Mr.  Alexander  Elder,  better 
known  throughout  an  extensive  districts  "Sandy" 
Elder,  of  the  Cross  Keys.  Mr.  Elder  will  be  much 
missed  by  the  numerous  visitors  who  have,  year 
after  year,  stayed  at  the  well-appointed  old  hostelry 
during  the  angling  season.  With  his  death  an  interest 
ing  link  with  the  old  coaching  days  is  broken.  •  In 
the  fifties  he  drove  the  coach  between  Carlisle  and 
Hawick,  and  was  a  widely  known  and  a  prominent 
figure  on  the  road.  A  little  over  forty  years  ago, 
on  the  introduction  of  the  "  iron  horse '  into  the 
valley  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Elder  entered  into  possession 
of  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  and  proved  himself  from 
the  starting  point  to  be  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place. 

Mr.  Elder  was  in  his  85th  year,  and  was  exceed- 
ingly active  and  alert.  At  the  time  of  the  reopen- 
ing of  Mosspaul  Inn,  midway  between  Langholm 
and  Hawick,  four  years  ago,  "  Sandy,"  though  an 
octogenarian,  drove  a  four-in-hand  from  Canonbie 
to  Mosspaul,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles. 

As  a  summer  resort  for  anglers,  and  later  on  in 
the  year  for  shooting,  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canon- 
bie, ranks  next  to  Langholm  as  an  attractive  venue 
for  sportsmen  in  the  South  of  Scotland.  Here  it 
was  that  Professor  Wilson  ("  Kit  North  "  )  stayed 
when  he  took  his  annual  "sweeping  "  of  the  Esk. 
Here,  too,  stayed     Sandy "  Russell,  the  brilliant 
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editor  of  the  'Scotsman;  whilst  John  Bright 
made  the  hotel  his  headquarters  when  the 
great  orator  fished  the!  Esk.  He  had  a  good 
knowledge  and  appreciation  of  the  old  coach- 
driver,  who  was  a  model  landlord,  and  could  impart 
a  lot  of  useful  angling  information  to  his  guests, 
and  no  doubt  the  great  Tribune  found  "Sandy" 
very  useful. 

Well  known  throughout  the  wide  range  of  the 
Border  district,  Mr.  Elder  was  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 
Apart  from  its  historic  surroundings  and  attractive 
scenery,  tha  hotel  has  always  been  noted  fcr 
supplying  the  best  of  entertainment  for  both  man 
and  beast,  and  also  for  the  warmest  of  welcomes 
from  a  genial  host.  Gilnockie. 


Provineial  Angling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  Fen  waters  are  in  very  nice  con- 
dition for  all-round  fishing,  there  have  been  fewer 
anglers  at  work  this  week  on  account  of  the  cold 
weather.  Frost  and  fog  have  been  the  prevailing 
elements,  and  these  conditions  have  not  inspired 
fishermen  with  any  great  hope  for  success.  To- 
wards the  end  of  last  week,  however,  the  sport  was 
extremely  we'l  patronised,  and  the  capture  of  good 
bag-5  of  red  fins  were  reported  from  most  waters. 
In  the  Dogdyke  and  Bardney  districts  of  the 
Witham  the  favourable  conditions  were  appreciated 
by  the  roaching  fraternity,  many  of  whom  creeled 
upwards  of  201b.  by  utilising  the  worm  bait.  The 
same  on  the  Forty-foot,  where  the  reaches  beyond 
the  Xeslam  Bridge  responded  handsomely,  inasmuch 
as  many  a  fish  sca'ed  upwards  of  lib.  each. 
The  little  colour  in  some  of  the  waters  has  not  lent 
much  encouragement  to  pike  fishermen  ;  but  where 
the  conditions  have  been  more  favourable  some 
very  good  fish  have  been  killed.  The  writer  on  one 
occasion  killed  four  on  the  Forty -foot  varying  from 
3^1b.  to  71b.,  and  during  another  visit  lost  one  esti- 
mated at  between  121b.  and  141b.  He  successfully 
landed  the  fish,  but  in  its  struggles  on  the  bank  the 
monster  snapped  the  gimp  and  rolled  back  into  the 
water.  Other  fish  have  been  killed  weighing  up  to 
101b.  "Wagtail  "  spinner  and  the  Canadian  tassel 
spoon  have  both  proved  irresistible  baits. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  stormy  and  wet 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  last  notes, 
and  angling  has  been  generally  suspended.  During 
the  last  few  days,  however,  the  weather  has  become 
very  fine  with  frost  at  night,  though  the  high  tides, 
still  in  evidence,  have  prevented  anglers  from  going 
out  fishing  in  the  open  bays.  Spawning  continues 
to  go  on  very  satisfactorily,  and,  on  the  whole,  very 
little  poaching  appears  to  have  been  done  any- 
where. Spring  salmon  are  already  arriving  at 
Waterville,  spectators  on  the  bridge  on  the  river 
having  witnessed  several  shoa's  passing  up  during 
the  past  week.  The  prospects  for  the  Waterville 
lake  spring  fishing  are  therefore  much  improved. 
At  a  few  places  in  Cork  and  Kerry  fair  sport  has 
been  had  at  pollack  and  whiting  during  the  past 
few  days. 


|l550Ctaft0tt5,  clc. 


Blenhehi  Angling  Society. 
At  our  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Dec.  14,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  through  his  son,  Mr.  George  Geen,  pre- 
sented a  copy  of  his  book,  entitled,  "  What  I  have 
seen  while  Fisfiing,"  etc.,  to  the  society,  and  they 
were  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  such  an 
interesting  and  u'eful  gift.  A  gentleman  previously 
proposed  was  balloted  for  and  elected,  and  another 
nomination  for  membar.?hip  was  received.  Recent 
fishing  results  from  the  society's  water  show  that 
Messrs.  Dunn  and  Gobell  had  same  fair  samples 
of  roach ;  Mr.  Cracknell,  dace  and  roach  ;  and  Mr. 
Yarham,  jack  and  perch.  A  programme  of  forth- 
coming events  will  be  prepared  and  sent  out  early 
in  the  new  year.  We  wish  everyone  a  merry 
Chrmtmas  and  prosperous  new  year. — E.  B. 

Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  society  will  take 
place  on  Monday,  January  2,  1905,  at  6.45  p.m.,  at 
the  Weymouth  Hotel  Restaurant,  Mr.  S.  S.  Mil- 
ledge  in  the  chair,  when  the  annual  report  and 
accounts  will  be  submitted.  The  annual  dinner 
and  smoking  concert  will  take  place  the  same 
evening  at  8  o'clock  (sharp).  Tickets,  23.  each,  to 
Ix)  obtained  of  the  undersigned  or  any  of  the 
fxjmmittee.  —  Ai.fked  G.  Rowell,  Hon.  Sec, 
"Devonia,"  17,  Avenue  road. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  on 
Thursday  had  toned  down  in  colour,  and  looked 
like  being  in  excellent  trim  for  the  Christmas 
holidays.  Anglers  should  have  a  good  time  of  it  on 
the  river  now  that  the  heavy  water  has  passed  off. 
The  frost  should  bring  the  pike  on  the  feed,  and  I 
propose  visiting  Hurley  and  trying  for  tham  with 
that  champion  upper  Thames  professional  Bob 
Young.  The  Henley  Fislieries  Preseivati^n  Asso- 
ciation has  been  at  it  again.  On  Deo.  19,  150  lovely 
trout  were  turned  into  the  Thames  near  Henley 
Bridge.  "  They  were  tliree-year-old  fish  from  the 
Hyde  End  Fishery,  Brimpt)ii,  Berks,  and  a  better 
lot  of  stock,"  says  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  "  I  never  wish 
to  handle.  Two  of  the  smadest  each  measured 
12 Jin.,  many  were  14in.,  and  one  of  a  number- 
which  appeared  almost  equal  in  size  was  but  little 
under  14|in.  We  hope  to  have  a  few  more  of 
equal  quality  in  the  New  Year,  and  are  now  nego- 
tiating for  a  good  lot  of  coarse  fish,  rudd  and  carp, 
for  early  delivery.  The  river  is  now  running  in  fair 
condition,  but  the  temperature  of  the  water  is  very 
low,  and  fish  are  not  moving  very  freely.  A  few 
good  perch  up  to  1  Jib.  have  been  caug'it,  roach  up 
to  l|lb.,  and  pike  up  to  101b.  The  perch  are  not 
yet  in  the  Ik  les,  and  several  were  caught  on  Nov.  18 
by  roach  fishers  with  gentles  in  mid  stream." 
I  must  congratulate  Thames  anglers  upon  the 
excellent  restocking  work  done  by  Mr.  Hobbs,  the 
indefatigable  hon.  sec.  of  the  Hf  nley  and  District 
Fisheries  Preservation  Association.  Such  work 
must  have  great  benefits.  I  hear  that  the  brothers 
Hennings,  who  took  the  first  two  prizes  in  the  recent 
big  competition  held  at  Windsor,  as  well  as  two 
other  Kingston  anglers,  have  been  disqualified,  and 
have  lost  their  prizes.  One  reason  given  is  that 
they  fished  out  of  the  radius,  but  perhaps  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams  will  let  us  know  the  true  facts  for  the 
disqualification,  and  thus  clear  the  matter  up. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Ezeber). — The  usual  catches 
have  been  made  in  the  main  river  and  tributaries 
near  the  city — by  St.  David's  Station,  Exwick, 
Cowley  and  district — pike,  perch,  and  roach,  by  our 
indefatigable  fishermen,  the  latter  fish  predominat- 
ing, and  no  doubt  in  the  coming  Christmas  holidays 
there  will  be  an  increase  in  number  and  weight  of 
fish  captured.  The  canal  fishing  has  also  been  up 
to  the  average,  and  same  kind  of  fish  have  been 
taken  with  one  or  two  fine  eels  added,  the  latter 
caught  with  large  lob-worms  and  dead  minnows. 
It  is  very  gratifying  to  have  our  Christmas  Fishing 
Gazette  so  early,  and  my  friends  and  myself  consider 
it  a  most  interesting  and  complete  production.  In 
congratulating  you,  Mr.  Editor,  and  your  staff, 
allow  me  to  wish  you  one  and  all  the  compliments 
of  the  season.  May  your  Christmas  be  bright  and 
your  New  Year  a  prosperous  one,  with  increased 
strain  upon  your  printing  machine,  but  not  upon 
you  and  your  staff.  Pollack,  mullet,  and  smelt 
are  being  caught  at  Exmouth,  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn, 
White,  Popkin,  Thomas,  Cotgrave,  Beck,  Worthy, 
Duchcherer,  and  Bastin  being  most  successful. — 
Red  Palmer. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinakelligfa.  —  Fine  sport  has  been  had  at 
pollack  and  whiting  during  the  past  few  days,  but 
no  sport  has  been  had  worth  recording  among 
other  fish  usually  taken  here  at  this  time.  Weather 
very  favourable  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  having 
become  very  favourable,  good  sport  has  been  had 
at  pollack,  chiefly  in  the  Coomaconclane  direction. 
On  one  day  four  anglers  had  twenty-seven  in  three 
hours.  Weather  just  the  thing  at  time  of  writing. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Dec.  15,  wind  westerly,  fine  and  summer- 
like, and  water  in  fair  condition,  and  decent  takes 
of  good  fish  landed  from  different  parts  of  the  Downs. 
Dec.  16,  wind  S.W.,  moderate,  and  fair  takes  of 
fish  landed.  Dec.  17,  S.W.  gentle  breeze  and  warm  ; 
Messrs.  Wood  and  Fitzstubbs  three  and  a  half 
score  whiting,  one  good  codling,  and  several 
dabs  and  others,  boats  averaging  from  two 
to  twelve  score  of  whiting,  and  an  occasional 
cod  and  conger  and  skate.  Dec.  18,  wind  westerly, 
fine  blue  sky,  chopping  round  to  N.N.W., 
which  made  all  boats  leave  the  fishing  grounds 
rather  early ;  however,  fair  takes  were  landed. 
Myself,  with  Mr.  Mosenthal  in  galley-punt,  four 
score  good  whiting,  one  cod,  131b.,  one  conger,  61b., 
and  two  spotted  dogs,  and  a  few  poutmg;  Mr. 
Hyde,  three  and  a  half  seore  whiting;  Mr.  Fisk, 
three  and  a  half  score,  and  one  cod  of  lOlb.,  whilst  the 
largest  codfish  taken  this  day,  weighing  lOAlb.,  I 


understand,  was  captured  by  a  lady.  Dec.  19,  light 
air,  easterly,  fair  takes  of  fish  landed,  and  Mr. 
William  Pratt,  fishing  with  Dick  Riley,  took  over 
sixty  very  good  whiting,  one  cod  of  ll^lb.,  twenty 
dogfish  and  a  few  pouting.  Dec.  20,  wind  S.E., 
moderate  and  cold,  takes  of  fish  not  very  grand, 
and  should  the  wind  freshen  to  a  strong  southerly 
V)reoze  and  then  back  round  to  the  westward,  in 
all  probability  we  shall  see  sport. — Edward  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymontlit — There  is  very  little  doing  th's  week 
with  the  amateurs  on  account  of  it  being  Christmas 
week,  and  those  few  that  l)a\e  been  out  have  not 
done  Hiuch.  The  heriings  aro  C(iniing  in  and  some 
g  lod  catches  have  been  inade,  both  to  the  westward, 
in  Tor  >ay,  and  also  in  our  own  bay,  but  the  di  gfish 
are  still  ratlier  troubljsome,  though  I  do  n  t  tiiink 
they  are  present  in  quite  such  groat  numbers.  I 
noticed  a  lot  of  the  Penzance  boats  in  the  offing  this 
morning,  and  several  others  making  for  the  ground ; 
they  evidently  spot  the  shoals,  which  are  generally 
to  be  found  whtre  the  gulls  congregate.  The  steam 
trawlers  have  been  landing  fair  catches  from  the 
dist  ant  grounds,  and  our  own  smacks  from  our  home 
grounds. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Good  sport  has  been  had  here  during 
the  past  few  days  at  whiting,  but  nothing  worth 
recording  has  been  done  among  other  fish. 
Mackerel  are  still  a  ound,  and  trammel  nets  have 
h  id  good  takes  of  them  in  sh  Iterad  localities. 
Po  lack  have  not  been  taking  well  late'y-  Angling 
outside  the  headlands  has  been  impossible  for  some 
time  owing  to  a  heavy  sea. — T.  J.  D. 


WEYMOUTH  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


A  DINNER  under  the  auspices  of  the  Weymouth 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Dec.  7  at  the 
Hotel  Burden,  Weymouth.  Dr.  A.  M.  Moore, 
president  of  the  association,  was  in  the  chair.  The 
chairman,  after  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  proposed 
"The  Southern  SeaDistrict  Board,"  which  regulates 
the  fishing  on  the  coast  from  the  Bill  of  Portland 
to  Southampton.  It  was  to  that  Board  they  looked 
for  redress  of  any  grievance,  and  they  were  hoping 
with  its  assistance  to  get  back  the  trawling.  He 
coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Councillor 
Watts.  He  did  not  think  they  would  succeed  in 
convincing  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  allow 
trawling  in  the  bay  until  they  got  a  biological 
examination  of  the  bottom  of  the  sea  from 
the  Bill  of  Portland  to  St.  Alban's  Head, 
and  they  should  endeavour  to  induce  the  Fishery 
Board  to  try  to  get  such  an  examination  made. 
Mr.  Councillor  Watts,  responding,  said  Weymouth 
Bay  was  one  of  the  nurseries  of  the  fish,  but  it 
appeared  to  be  the  only  place  where  the  restrictions 
with  regard  to  trawling  had  not  been  removed. 
He  thought  the  Weymouth  Angling  Association 
should  be  supported  because  it  did  a  great  deal 
to  bring  visitors  to  the  town  and  also  to  find 
employment  for  a  great  many  of  their  working 
men,  who  helped  to  pay  the  rates  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Alderman  Morris  proposed  the  health  of  the 
Mayor,  saying  that  whatever  Mr.  Templeman  took 
in  hand  he  did  with  thoroughness.  The  Mayor,  in 
responding,  lauded  Dr.  Moore  for  his  efforts  in  con- 
nection with  the  association.  He  expressed  sorrow 
at  the  death  of  Dr.  Lush,  who  had  rendered  volun- 
tarily much  good  service,  not  only  to  Weymouth, 
but  also  to  the  county  of  Dorset.  Mr.  Councdlor 
Hallett  proposed  "  The  health  of  the  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  C.  J.  Russell."  The  president  and  committee 
felt  very  grateful  to  Mr.  Russell  for  the  way  in 
which  he  had  forwarded  the  interests  of  the  societ j'. 
The  secretary  had  received  letters  from  all  parts  of 
England  and  from  Scotland  asking  about  the  fish- 
ing, and  Mr.  Russell  had  faithfully  answered  them 
all.  The  object  yf  the  society  was  to  further  the 
interests  of  Weymouth,  and  there  was  ho  antagonism 
towards  any  other  society  that  was  estab  i^hed  in 
the  town.  What  was  wanted  was  for  each  to  work 
in  order  to  try  to  make  Weymouth  a  different 
place  to  what  it  was  at  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Russell  suitably  responded.  Other  toasts  in- 
cluded the  health  of  Mr.  Ferris,  the  wirmer  of  the 
Mayor's  cup  last  year,  and  of  the  gold  and  silver 
medals,  proposed  by  the  chairman;  "The  Presi- 
dent," proposed  by  Mr.  Councillor  Clarke  ;  and  "  The 
Treasurer"  (Mr.  A.  H.  Roberts),  proposed  by  Mr. 
Councillor  Hallett.  In  connection  with  the  toast  of 
"  The  President,"  the  Mayor  paid  a  generous  com- 
pliment to  Dr.  Moore  for  the  good  work  he  had 
done  in  connection  with  the  association  and  for 
the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  public  life  of  the 
town  as  a  member  of  the  Council.  Dr.  Moore,  in 
responding,  stated  that  negotiations  were  taking 
place  with  a  view  to  induce  the  Frome  Fishery 
Board  to  surrender  their  power?  to  the  AVeymouth 
Corporation.  Other  toasts  followed,  and  a  very 
successful  eveniiig  closed  with  the  National 
Anthem. 
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Sowings  bp  tf)e  ^ag. 

"  True  eloqvence  consists  in  saying  all  that  should 
be  said  and  nothing  more." — La  Rochefoucauld. 


"I've  moved  from  where  I  live  now,"  was  the 
context  of  a  letter  notifying  me  of  the  change  of 
address  of  a  well-known  angler.  Here  is  another 
notification,  this  time  from  an  angler  who  is  held 
in  high  estimation  by  anglers  all  over  the  United 
Kingdom  (Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen — "Old  Izaak"  of 
the  People).  It  is  to  the  effect  that  instead  of 
addressing  letters,  etc.,  to  12,  Regent-street,  all 
coriespondence  must  be  addressed  to  Mr.  T. 
Crump!en,  Piccadilly  Mansions,  17,  Shaftesbury 
Avenue,  W.  He  wishes  me  (and  mine)  every 
seasonable  happiness,  and  as  some  of  my  readers 
come  under  the  heading  of  "  mine,"  I  pass  a  few  of 
the  good  wishes  on. 

***** 

Although  I  do  not  ",'thuse  "  over  picture  post- 
cards, I  must  confess  to  a  little  admiration  for  one 
sent  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  Leeds.  The  scene  is 
charming,  and  represents  a  grayling  fisher  in  the 
late  storm.  Icicles  abound,  and,  sitting  in  my  easy 
chair  beside  a  roaring  fire,  I  can  appreciate  it 
muchly. 

*  *        '     *  *  • 

My  old  friend,  Mr.  Charles  Bramley  of  musical 
fame,  "  weighs-in  "  with  a  funny  Christmas  card 
representing  a  Pierrot  and  Cherub,  surrounded  by 
scores  of  cleverly-drawn  faces  depicting  the  entire 
inhabitants  of  the  globe,  starting  with  His  Majesty 
the  King  and  ending  with  Mr.  Fuzzy-Wuzzy. 
***** 

While  on  the  subject  of  Christmas  and  New  Year 
cards — ("know  all  men  by  these  presents") — what 
presents  ?  Well,  if  you  do  not  receive  any,  remem- 
ber that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive. 
I  called  on  the  enterprising  manager  of  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co.,  of  St.  John-street-road,  recently, 
and  was  really  very  pleased  with  the  oil  paintings 
of  fish  by  that  well-known  artist  Roland  Knight. 
"  A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  for  ever  "  (as  Shakes — 
no  matier  who  said  it — but  it's  true),  and  no  better 
gi't  could  possibly  be  made  to  any  angler  for  his 
"  den."  Write  or  call  at  137,  St.  John-street-road, 
tefore  you  are  too  late. 


The  Fading  Ship. 

Far  on  the  faint  horizon's  shadowy  rim, 
A  moving  vision  o'er  the  evening  sea. 
How  beautiful  she  seems — so  earthly  free — 
With  spectral  sail  and  fading  pennon  dim  ! 

Is  she  a  Ship  of  Dreams  ?  or  does  she  swim 
Of  Beauty  the  eidolon  ?  or  is  she 
The  sweet  embodiment  of  mystery 
Blending  with  twilight  on  the  ocean's  brim  ?  .  .  . 

Some  Spirit  whose  faintly-glimmering,  vapory  wings 
Fade  in  the  far-of?  realms  of  halcyon  air  ? 
At  last  unfettered,  as  she  outward  springs. 

Is  she  the  Soul  of  Peace  fleeing  from  Ca,re, 
Leaving  behind  the  sad  terrestrial  things — r 
Seeking  nepenthe  in  the  distance  fair  ? 

— Lloyd  Mifflin. 


Some  four  or  five  years  ago  I  had  in  my  aquarium 
a  very  tame  Crucian  carp  of  about  a  pound.  It 
was  a  real  pet  to  us  (the  family),  but  it  grew  so  fast 
and  splashed  about  to  such  an  extent  that  we 
reluctantly  took  it  in  a  bait-can  and  presented  it  to 
Mr.  Ritchie  of  the  Royal  Aquarium.  It  actually 
knew  us  all  (the  family),  and  would  swim  up  and 
down  his  glass  tank  expecting  to  be  fed.  But, 
alas  !  we  were  not  able  to  give  him  the  worms  which 
we  had  brought  for  his  evening  meal.  Nemesis  ! 
He  settled  lots  of  our  smaller  fish,  and  the  curator 
wanted  space  fcr  some  jack  ar.d  perch,  and  put 
them  in  the  same  home  as  our  pet  "  Crucian." 
Result :  dead  in  two  days. 

•  *  •  *  • 

Speaking  of  Crucian  carp,  as  will  be  seen  on 
another  page,  Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss,  the  well-known 
and  respected  angler  who  hails  from  Chelsea,  showed 
me  r.ne  of  the — it  not  the — most  perfect  specimens 
of  the  Crucian  carp.  When  alive  it  weighed  three 
pounds,  and  I  mentally  wondered  how  many  little 
fish  it  had  worried  (or  eaten)  in  its  lifetime,  for 
although  carp  are  supposed  to  be  vegetarians,  I  do 
know  they  are  fond  of  fish. 


Mr.  Joseph  Wright,  of  Bidford,  secured  a  fine 
pike  of  ]8}lb.  from  the  Avon  whilst  fishing  in  the 
Bidford  fishery  between  Barton  and  Grange  this  week- 
end ;  it  was  taken  with  a  small  gudgeon  on  fine 
tackle,  and  had  to  be  played  for  over  half  an  hour 
before  it  was  brought  to  the  gaff.  The  fish  was 
weighed  two  hours  after  capture,  and  is  to  be  pre- 
served. 


That  good  all-round  sportsman  Mr.  Edward 
Collinson,  the  genial  secretary  of  the  St.  Ives 
(Hunts)  Angling  Society,  is  "  himself  again."  He 
has  returiied  from  Hunstanton,  where  he  has  been 
recuperating,  and  hopes  very  shortly  to  get  into 
harness  after  twelve  months'  serious  illness.  He 
tells  me  that  the  Ouse  at  St.  Ives  is  in  capital 
condition,  and  that  his  son  has  plenty  of  baits  and 
boats  and  punts,  and  a  post-card  to  Mr.  Collinson, 
jun..  Bridge-street,  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  will  receive 
every  attention.  A  "Happier  New  Year"  to  you, 
Ned,  than  the  one  you  have  just  passed  through. 


Some  remarkably  fine  specimens  of  pike  have 
recently  been  taken  from  the  Avon  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bidford,  Warwickshire.  On  Monday  last,  Dec.  12, 
Mr.  S.  Allcock,  of  tliefirm  of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Redditch,  had  shown  to  him  a  typical  fish,  in 
the  pink  of  condition  and  weighing  18Jlb.,  which 
had  been  caught  that  morning  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Wright,  Bidford,  on  one  of  Allcock's  No.  3  double 
live-bait  hooks,  after  being  "played"  for  fifty 
minutes. 


Christmas  is  Here  ! 
Christmas  is  here,  and  affection  and  folly 

Rule  all  the  land.  East,  West,  North,  and  South. 
While  praises  of  Mistletoe,  Pudding,  and  Holly, 

And  laughter  and  fun  are  in  every  mouth. 
Aged  and  young  feel  the  force  of  the  Season, 
There  is  fun  in  th©  heart,  tho'  outside  may  be 
snow. 

Rhyme  is  the  order,  never  mind  about  reason. 
Every  bosom  with  love  is  aglow. 

Christmas  is  here !  and  for  once  upon  faces — • 

Too  often  shadowed  with  .sorrow  and  care — 
Gladness  now  shows  its  most  generous  traces. 

For  of  joy  at  this  season  we  all  have  a  share. 
Brows  deeply  furrowed  with  worry  or  scheming. 

Now  must  relax  with  warm  friendship  sincere. 
Let  all  the  World  with  true  kindness  be  teeming, 

Let  all  be  as  brothers,  for  Christmas  is  here. 

Christmas  is  here  !  and  in  castle  and  cottage 

Love  gives  a  zest  to  the  holiday  fare. 
Some  have  rich  viands,  some  but  humble  pottage. 

But  a  small  sprig  of  holly  adds  savour  quite  rare. 
Friends  too  long  severed  again  meet  together. 

Sweethearts'  fond  whispers  in  silence  expire. 
Outside  roars  the  storm,  it  is  boisterous  weather. 

What  do  we  care  ?   Come  and  "  snug  "  by  the  fire. 

Christmas  is  here  !  so  a  truce  to  the  vapours, 

Let  us  be  jolly  and  laugh  while  we  may. 
This  is  the  Yuletide  of  carols  and  capers. 

He  is  a  churl  who'll  refuse  to  be  gay. 
Come,  stately  golden-haired  fairy  of  twenty. 

Come,  little  flirt  who  has  barely  turned  eight. 
Look  round  the  room  there  are  partners  in  plenty, 

"Grown-up"  or  "dot"  you  must  each  find  a 
mate. 

Christmas  is  here !  'tis  the  season  of  blindness 

To  faults  of  others — we're  too  happy  to  blame. 
This  is  the  time  of  forgiveness  and  kindness, 

"Make  each  other  happy,"  let  that  be  your  aim. 
And  in  the  midst  of  our  merriment  jolly. 

Think  of  the  poverty  close  to  your  door. 
"This  is  the  season  of  fun  and  of  folly," 

Make  it  also  the  season  of  "Help  for  the  Poor." 

— J.  Francis  Bursill. 


Still  they  come  !  This  time  it  is  the  Stock-Keeper 
Christmas  Number  dressed  in  a  most  effective 
cover,  with  holly,  mistletoe,  and  a  plum-pudding 
dog.  Glancing  through  the  pages  one  is  impressed 
with  the  glorious  treat  it  affords  to  doggie  men 
and  women — a  huge  family  that  comprises  all 
shades  of  society.  First  and  foremost  is  depicted 
the  grand  old  British  bulldog,  whose  "smiling" 
countenance  is  so  well  known  to  everybody.  Then 
comes  the  bull-terrier,  Irish  terrier,  Scotch  terrier, 
and  every  other  class  of  terrier ;  the  rough  collie 
and  the  smooth  collie  ;  the  sporting  spanisl,  the 
field  spaniel,  and  the  toy  spaniel ;  the  Great  Dane, 
the  St.  Bernard,  the  retriever,  and  the  sweet  little 
Pomeranian,  in  fact  all  kinds  of  dogs,  not  forgetting 
the  dear  old  sheep-dog.  Poultry  fanciers  are  also 
liberally  catered  for.  Axi  excellent  "  Review  of  the 
Past  Year,"  by  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Williams,  makes 
one  long  to  possess  some  of  those  £50  birds  that  the 
writer  casually  refers  to.  Mr.  V.  B.  Johnstone 
contributes  an  am  using  little  sketch  on  "Orpingtons 
Up-to-Date,"  and  other  well-known  writers  and 
keepers  are  fully  represented  in  this  excellent 
number. 


No  business  was  ever  advertised  so  extensively 
that  it  would  carry  itself  by  the  momentum  it  had 
attained.  The  fastest  express  train  stops  after  a 
while  if  the  steam  is  cut  off — unless  it  is  going 
down  hill  all  the  way. 


The  "  Dawson  "  footballists  were  at  it  again  last 
Saturday,  when  the  aristocratic  "  West  Kensing- 
ton's" had  to  bow  the  knee  to  Capt.  Stevens'  fliers 
to  the  tune  of  three  goals  to  love.  There  was 
a  nasty  cross  wind  blowing,  but  what  care  tho 
"  Dawson's  "  for  wind,  cross  or  otherwise,  when  shod 
with  E.  W.  Marston's  patent  wind-gauge  scoring 
boots.  The  forwards  combined  prettily  and  effec- 
tively, being  well  looked  after  by  a  tenacioas  trio 
of  half-backs.  The  backs  were  sound,  and  tho 
goalie  had  his  weather-eye  open  for  all  emer- 
gencies.   This  being  thus,  their  slate  is  still  clean. 


H.B.M.  Vice-Consul  Edward  Sudlow,  of  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.,  is  the  recipient  of  the  half  shell  of  a 
monster  which  weighed  over  2001b.  The  half  shell 
weighs  1121b.,  and  came  from  a  friend  at  Titusville, 
Fla.,  says  a  southern  exchange.  The  shell  is  highly 
polished,  pearl  surface,  with  varying  tints  of  colour. 
It  was  probably  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  deep 
washed  ashore  during  the  recent  hurricane.  It  is 
hard  to  believe  that  an  oyster  shell  weighed  over 
2001b.,  but  the  half  shell  has  been  received  by  Mr. 
Sudlow  here,  and  is  proof  positive  of  the  assertion. 


While  standing  at  a  South- Eastern  Railway 
station,  waiting  for  an  excursion  train,  a  passenger 
was  carrying  a  very  large  portmanteau.  The  ticket 
examiner  at  the  gate  addressed  him,  saying :  "  Here, 
young  man,  no  luggage  allowed  by  excursion 
trains."  The  young  man  replied:  "This  isn't 
luggage,  it's  sandwiches  !  " 

The  Lost  Galleon. 

Her  decks  are  drowned  in  sea-wrack,  her  guns 
are  sunk  in  sand. 

Where  she  lies  in  the  still  water,  hard  by  tho 
Irish  strand ; 

There  ate  dead  in  her  gilded  cabins,  there  are 
white  bones  in  her  hold. 

With  the  coffers  rotting  plank  from  plank,  brim- 
ming o'er  with  gold. 

Broad  o'  beam  they  built  her,  that  they  might 

load  her  deep. 
They  sowed  a  goodly  harvest  for  the  fierce  salt 

seas  to  reap. 
They  freighted  her  with  merchandise,  with  gold 

they  weighted  her  well. 
Ere  they  steered   slowly    to    her  bourne  their 

castled  citadel. 

God  rest  their  souls  where  they  lie  low,  where 

she  swirled  down  of  yore 
With  chanting  priest  and  shrieking  slave,  a  stone's 

throw  from  the  shore  ! 
Nor  all  their  piled-up  ingots,  nor  all  their  gold 

could  save — 
Under  the  cliff  together,  the  Don  and  the  chained 

slave. 

Far  o'er  the  grey-green  waters  goes  sound  of  gull 

and  gale  ; 

White  caps  are  on  the  breakers  and  the  sun  on  a 

patched  sail ; 
But  she  lies  lost  and  mouldered,  with  her  captain 

swart  and  bold 
Dead  in  her  gilded  cabins,  and  weighted  down 

with  gold. 

— Outlook. 


Frog  spawn  is  being  collected  by  a  French 
factory  in  Russia  and  converted  into  spurious 
caviare. 


After  his  Christmas  Turkey. 
"  'Deed,  Mistah  Fommeh !  "  cried  'Rustus  John- 
sing,  caught  with  the  goods  on  Mr.  Fommeh's 
turkey-coop  ;  "  'deed,  suh,  I  isn'  a-stealin'  dis  yah 
bird — I's  a-takin'  it  in  se'f -defense.  Hones'  I  is." 
"  Self-defense  ?  What  kind  of  a  lie  are  you  trying 
to  teU  me  ?  "  "Please,  suh,  mah  wife  she  say  et 
I  doan'  fetch  home  a  tukkey  she  gwine  ter  break 
ebery  bone  in  mah  body.  An'  so  I  jes'  'bleeged 
ter  pertect  mahse'f." — Judge. 


"  Patrick,  me  bhoy !  "  exclaimed  the  Mick, 
"  it  makes  me  sad  when  I  think  of  the  days 
that  are  gone — when  I  look  around  and  miss  the  old 
familiar  faces  I  used  to  shake  hands  with." 


A  portly  lady,  whose  charms  could  not  be  said  to 
be  in  her  appearance,  was  addressing  a  temperance 
meeting,  and  whUe  dilating  on  the  evils  of  drink 
made  the  following  statement :  "  My  friends,  I  myself 
had  a  husband  who  was  addicted  to  the  bottle.  He 
was  a  great  trial  to  me,  but  one  day  I  persuaded 
him  to  take  the  pledge.  He  did  so,  and  oh,  my  joy 
was  so  great,  so  overwhelming,  that  I  flung  my  arms 
round  his  neck  and  kissed  him."  "  And  sarve  'im 
jolly  well  right,  too,"  added  a  voice  from  the  crowd. 
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^otcs  from  t\)e  iloril). 

The  Spey  was  in  high  flood  oa  Dec.  17  with  the 
rains  of  Dec.  15 :  so  high  that  several  of  the  haughs 
were  flooded,  and  at  Kingussie  five  ponies  were 
drowned. 


The  Dee  was  in  semi-spate,  and  carried  a  gocd 
head  of  fish  well  inland.  Tlie  Don,  p,)or  tiling,  is 
just  as  small  as  ever,  and  so  are  many,  too  lAany, 
other  streams. 


The  weather  is  hardening,  and  a  spell  of  frosty, 
liright  days  is  predicted  for  the  Christmas.  A  good 
few  snow  showers  would  be  welcome  in  addition. 

The  poverty  of  the  past  back-end  season  on  the 
Dee  and  elsewhere  is  creeping  out  bit  by  bit.  On 
one  fami.us  mid-section  only  one  fish  wt.s  killed, 
and  that  to  the  rod  of  a  pufst. 


The  famous  little  Knappach  Water  now  belongs 
ii>  Mr.  W.  Gordon  Lindsay,  Aberdeen,  l)ut  Sir  Thcs. 
Burnett,  Crathes,  lias  a  lease  of  it  till  May  next. 
Capt.  Brooke  killed  fifty  fish  on  this  one  pool  a 
spring  or  two  ago  in  the  opening  month. 

Many  anglers  at  a  distance  will  legret  to  hear  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  James  Berry,  of  the  Burnett 
Arms,  Banchory,  Deeside.  Mr.  Berry  was  just 
fifty  or  thereabouts,  and  has  been  associated  with 
his  mother  in  the  management  of  the  hotel  for  nigh 
twenty  years  now. 


The  Burnett  Arms  is  the  anglers'  hotel  on  mid 
Deeside,  and  those  leasing  the  Woodend,  Cairnton, 
Inchmarlo,  Blackhall,  Crathes,  Durris,  and  other 
famous  stretches  of  the  Dee  have  always  made  this 
choice  hostelry  their  headquarters.  Jamie  was 
unmarried  ;  a  keen  angler,  a  genial  chum,  a  staunch 
fiiend,  and  a  gentleman  all  round. 

The  salmon  on  the  Don  have  had  many  a  hard 
struggle  for  existence,  but  I  guess  they  were  never 
so  much  put  to  it  as  when  the  fresh  came  a  week  or 
so  ago. 


For  Some  time  back  the  fish  have  been  crowded 
by  the  thousand  in  the  stretch  of  tidal  between  the 
Old  and  New  Bridges — about  half  a  milo  of  a  pool. 
The  waters  from  the  mills,  sewage  from  the  villages, 
■tc,  had  been  dammed  back  by  the  frost,  and  became 
'  poisonous  that  when  the  fresh  came  and  the  fish 
td-ted  it  they  actually  flew  from  its  banelul 
influonre. 


The  effect  of  the  first  rising  of  th=)  waters  wa,  such 
as  to  cause  the  fish  to  throw  themselv  es  out  of  the 
water  on  to  the  banks  and  ice-floes,  literally  by  the 
iv)und  score.  The  bailiffs  stood  by,  and  the  whole 
staff  had  a  busy  three  hours  of  it  turning  them  in. 

Only  those  on  the  banks  could  be  manipulated  in 
this  way,  and  returned  to  the  river.  On  the  ice- 
floes many  were  seen  struggling  till  they  succumbed 
and  were  carried  out  to  sea,  and  about  a  score  on 
the  island  were  also  lost  as  they  could  not  be  reached. 

Mr.  Wm.  Walker  expects  to  secure  a  good  supply 
of  ova  for  his  hatchery  in  Aberdeen  during  the 
'  oming  week.  It  generally  carries  from  80,000  to 
1(J0,000  eggs,  and  is  fed  by  the  city's  water  supply. 
What  Mr.  Walker  does  not  know  about  salmon  is 
not  worth  knowing. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne,  Aberdeen,  was  over  in  America 
lately,  and  had  a  day  on  his  old  Caslialian  waters,  a 
description  of  which  appeared  not  long  ago  in  the 
pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.       Special  Scotch. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  ASSOCIATION. 


A  .viEETiNo  of  the  council  of  the  Salmon  and 
Trout  Association  was  held  on  Friday,  Dec.  10, 
1904.  The  Right  Hon.  Sjr  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart., 
M.P.,  took  the  chair,  which  was  subsequently 
taken  by  Sir  Henry  Seton-KaiT,  C.M.fi.,  M.P. 
Important  questions  were  discussed  in  reference  to 
legislation.    Resolved : 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  the  council  it  is  desirable 
that  in  the  Bills  now  being  prepared  a  clause  should 
be  inserted  giving  effect  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Royal  Commissions  and  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries  as  to  compulsory  records  of  fi.^h 
taken  being  rendered  confidentially  to  the  fishery 
authority  in  such  form  as  they  may  order. 

"That  the  meeting  be  adjourned  for  three  weeks, 
and  copies  of  the  draft  Bills  for  England  and  Scot- 
l  irid      sent  to  the  members  of  the  council." 

Kialunongera'  Hall,  Dec.  17. 


RAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE 
CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR 
HOLIDAYS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  excursions  from  Euston  on  Friday, 
Dec.  23,  at  4.15  p.m.,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry, 
and  the  North  of  Ireland,  via  Fleetwood  or 
Liverpool  ;  at  6.30  p.m.,  to  Greenore,  via  Holy- 
head, and  to  Belfast  and  Londonderry  and  the 
North  of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and  Greenore  ;  at 
6.30  p.m.,  to  Dublin,  via  Holyhead  ;  and  stations  in 
the  North,  South,  and  West  of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead 
and  Dublin  ;  at  8  p.m.,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry, 
and  the  North  of  Ireland,  via  Carlisle  and  Stranraer  ; 
at  8  p.m.,  to  Dimdee,  Forfar,  Aberdeen,  and  Great 
North  of  Scotland  and  Highland  stations  ;  at 
8.50  p.m.,  to  Carlisle,  Maryport,  Perth,  and  Stirling  ; 
at  10  p.m.,  to  Ayr,  Dumfries,  and  stations  on  the 
Portpatrick  and  Wigtownshire  line  ;  at  10.50  p.m., 
to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  ;  at  11.20  p.m.,  to 
Preston,  Blackpool,  Morecambe,  Penrith,  Keswick, 
Workington,  and  Furness  Company's  stations  ;  at 
12.30  (night),  to  Liverpool  and  District  ;  at  12.40 
(night),  to  Manchester  and  District  ;  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  24,  at  8.10  a.m.,  to  Cambrian  Line  and  Central 
Wales;  at  8.35  a.m.,  to  Buxton  and  Leicester;  at 
9.20  a.m.,  to  Nottingham  and  Stratford-on-Avon  ;  at 
10.35  a.m.,  to  Manchester  ;  at  10.45  a.m.,  to  Liver- 
pool ;  at  11.15  a.m.,  to  North  Wales  Coast  and 
North  Staffordshire  Company's  stations  ;  at 
12.25  p.m.,  to  Market  Harborough,  Stamford,  Wel- 
lingborough, etc.  ;  at  7.30  p.m.,  to  Birmingham  and 
District  ;  at  10  p.m.,  to  South  Wales  ;  at  12.30 
(ni2;ht),to  Liverpool  and  Manchester  and  District  ;  on 
Monday,  Dec.  26,  at  8.10  a.m.,  to  Birmingham  and 
District ;  on  Friday,  Dec.  30,  at  8  p.m.,  to  Dimdee, 
Forfar,  Aberdeen,  and  Great  North  of  Scotland  and 
Highland  stations  ;  at  8.50  p.m.,  to  Carlisle,  Perth, 
and  Stirling  ;  at  10  p.m.,  to  Ayr,  Dumfries,  and 
stations  on  the  Portpatrick  and  Wigtovvnshire  line  ; 
and  at  10.50  p.m.,  to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow.  For 
further  particxilars  as  to  fares  and  arrangements  for 
return,  see  special  pamphlet.  The  ticket  offices  at 
Euston,  Broad  -  street,  Victoria  ;(Pimlico),  Ken- 
sington, and  Willesden  Jimction  will  be  open 
throughout  the  day  until  Saturday,  Dec.  24 
(inclusive),  so  that  passengers  wishing  to  obtain 
tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior 
to  the  starting  of  the  trains.  The  ordinary  and 
tourist  tickets  will  be  dated  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  passengers.  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at  the 
various  booking-offices  of  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  in  London  and  suburbs.  The 
"  inquiry  office  "  at  Euston  is  open  throughout  the 
day  (telephone  Nos.  429,  593,  or  633  King's  Cross). 
All  information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Dent, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry.,  Broad-street  Station,  Eldon-street, 
London,  E.C.  (Telephone  Nos.  1407  and  1429  London 
Wall)  ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Walker,  District  Superintendent, 
Euston  Station  ;  or  of  Mr.  Robert  Tumbull,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Euston  Station,  London,  N.W. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Fourteen  days'  excursion  to  Paris,  via  South- 
ampton and  Havre,  on  Dec.  23  and  24.  Retm-n 
fares  :  First-class,  39s.  3d.  ;  second-class,  30s.  3d.  ; 
and  third-class,  26s.  Fifteen  days'  excursion  to 
Guernsey  and  Jersey  on  Dec.  23.  Additional  and 
late  trains,  conveying  passengers  at  ordinary  fares, 
will  leave  Waterloo  Station  as  imder  :  On  Dec.  24, 
at  12.45"'  midnight,  for  Salisbury,  Exeter,  Crediton, 
Okehampton,  Tavistock,  Devonport,  Plymouth, 
Launceston,  Wadebridge,  Padstow,  Bodmin,  Barn- 
staple, Ilfracombe,  and  other  stations  in  Devon  and 
Cornwall.  On  Dec.  34,  at  5.45  p.m.,  and  1.^0* 
midnight,  for  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Tavistock, 
Okehampton,  Crediton,  and  certain  intermediate 
stations  ;  at  5.50  p.m.  and  1.0*  midnight,  for 
Exmouth  branch,  also  for  Ilfracombe,  Barnstaple, 
Bideford,  Torrington,  and  other  North  Devon 
stations  ;  at  10.35*  p.m.,  for  Salisbury,  Exeter,  etc., 
also  Chard,  Lyme  Regis,  Seaton,  Sidmouth,  Bud- 
leigh  Salterton,  and  Exmouth  branches  ;  at  10.40* 
p.m.,  for  Basingtoke,  Andover  Junction,  Salisbury, 
Semley,  Templecombe,  Bath,  Shepton  Mallet,  Rad- 
stock,  Sherborne,  Yeovil,  etc.,  at  12.40*  midnight, 
for  Salisbiu'y,  Exeter,  and  North  Cornwall  line,  etc.  ; 
at  10.5*  p.m.,  for  Basingstoke,  Eastleigh,  Brocken- 
hur.st,  Christchurch,  Poole,  Bournemouth,  Swanage, 
Dorchester,  Portland,  Weymouth,  etc.  ;  at  10.20 
p.m.,  to  Alton,  Bentley,  etc.  On  Christmas  Day,  at 
7.55  a.m.,  for  Bomnemouth,  Christchurch,  South- 
ampton, Botley,  Fareharn,  Gosport,  Portsmouth, 
Winchester,  Isle  of  Wight,  Farnborough,  etc.  On 
Boxing  Day  the.ordinary  suburban  train  service  will 
be  cancelled  (with  few  exceptions)  and  a  convenient 
special  service  will  rmi  as  shown  in  special  time 
tables.    For  full  particulars  of  special  arrange- 
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monts,  alt(!red  working  of  ordinary  trains,  etc., 
during  tho  holidays,  see  bills,  programmes,  etc., 
obtainable  at  any  of  the  company's  London  offices 
and  stations,  or  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Superin- 
tendent of  tho  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 


THE   GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  annoimce 
that  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  from  Paddington 
on  Friday,  Dec.  23,  to  Dublin,  Belfast, Waterfijrd,  and 
many  other  stations  in  Ireland  ;  also  to  Chippen- 
ham, Bath,  Bristol,  Weston-super-Mare,  Stroud, 
Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  Devon- 
port,  Truro,  Falmouth,  Penzance  ;  also  to  Newj>ort, 
Cardiff,  Swansea,  Llanelly,  Carmarthen,  Tenby, 
New  Milford,  and  all  principal  Soutli  Wales  stations. 
On  Saturday,  Dec.  24,  to  Wellington,  Manchester, 
Clrester,  Birkenhead,  Liverpool,  etc.  ;  also  to  t)ie 
Cliamiel  Islands  ;  and  on  Saturday  night  to  Ply- 
mouth, Devonport,  Truro,  Falmouth,  Penzance, 
Exeter,  Torquay,  Dartmouth,  Kingsbridge,  Launces- 
ton, Chippenham,  Bath,  Bristol,  Clevedon,  and 
Weston-super-Mare,  Highbridge,  Taunton,  Mine- 
head,  Barnstaple,  Ilfracombe,  etc.  ;  and  also  to 
principal  stations  in  South  Wales.  For  any  further 
information  respecting  the  arrangements  named, 
application  should  be  made  at  any  of  the  company's 
offices  or  agencies,  or  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Hart,  Divisional 
Superintendent,  Paddington  Station,  W. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  or  Wednesday 
tickets  to  the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads 
districts  (Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley, 
Clacton,  Southend,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt, 
Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldebm-gh,  Southwold,  Hun- 
stanton, etc. )  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street 
and  their  other  London  and  suburban  stations,  there 
will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on  Saturday,  Dec. 
24,  to  most  of  the  above  stations  ;  also  to  Norwich, 
Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lyim,  Fakenliam,  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss,  Woodbridge, 
Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other  places  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  ;  also  via  the  Cathedral  route  to 
Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe,  Chesterfield,  Hull, 
Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Manchester,  York,  Leeds, 
Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durham,  New- 
castle, and  other  stations  in  the  Northern  Counties  ; 
also  on  Dec.  23  and  30,  cheap  bookings  to  Darlington, 
Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  other  stations 
in  Scotland.  Cheap  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets 
are  issued  by  all  trains  to  most  of  the  coimtry 
stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties  ev^ery  Saturday. 
Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc.)  can  be  obtained 
in  advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station  and  at  the 
company's  various  City,  West-end,  and  other 
booking  offices.  Relieving  trains  will  precede  some 
of  the  trains  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.,  on 
Dec.  24,  25,  27,  and  28.  On  Saturday,  Dec.  24,  special 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  8.10  a.m.  for  Col- 
chester, Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  etc.,  at  8.57  a.m.  for 
Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich,  etc.,  at  7.10  p.m. 
for  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Diss, 
Norwich,  etc.,  at  9.25  p.m.  for  Southend,  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  etc.,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  those 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening,  mid- 
night trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.3 
for  Colchester  and  Clacton,  12.20  for  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  at  12.25  for  Cambridge, 
Norwich,  Fakenham,  and  Wells,  and  at  12.40  for 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Biu-y  St.  Edmunds,  and  Norwich, 
all  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations. 
On  Christmas  Day,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
Simday  trains,  certain  additional  trains  yviU  be  run. 
Relieving  trains  will  precede  some  of  the  morning 
trains.  Special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street  at  5.8.  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  and  at  9.4.  a.m.  to 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  both  calling 
at  the  principal  intermediate  stations.  Special 
trains  will  also  be  run  on  many  of  the  branch  lines 
in  connection  with  trains  to  and  from  London.  On 
Boxing  Day  tjhe  train  service  will  be  considerably 
altered,  someof  the  trains  being  cancelled  or  modified. 
On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  Dec.  27  and  28, 
certain  alterations  will  be  made  in  the  train  service 
serving  the  suburban  district.  On  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  Dec.  27  and  28,  additional  and  relieving 
trains  will  be  run  from  the  coimtry  stations  to 
London. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Cheap  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  London 
(St.  Pancras)  on  Saturday,  Dec.  24,  to  Leicester,  Bir- 
mingham, Nottingham,  Derby,  Newark,  Lrincoln, 
Burton,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Blackburn,  Bolton, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  York,  Scarborough,  New- 
castle, Barrow-in-Furness,  and  the  Lake  District, 
etc.,  returning  Dec.  26, 27,  or  31.  On  Friday  midnight, 
Dec.  23,  a  cheap  excursion  will  be  run  to  Leicester 
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Loughborough,  Nottingham,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Brad- 
ford, Manchester,  Liverpool,  etc.,  for  three,  four,  or 
eight  days,  and  on  Saturday  midnight,  Dec.  24,  for 
two,  three,  or  seven  days,  and  on  Monday  morning, 
Dec.  26,  a  cheap  excursion  will  be  run  to  Leicester, 
Loughborough,  and  Nottingham,  for  one,  two,  or 
three  days  ;  to  Sheffield  for  two  or  three  days  ;  to 
Bedford,  Wellingborough,  Kettering,  and  Market 
Harborough,  for  one,  two,  or  three  days  ;  and  day 
excursion  trains  to  St.  Albans,  Harpenden,  and 
Luton.  Special  football  excursions  from  St.  Pancras 
to  Birmingham  on  Boxing  Day,  Dec.  26,  for  one, 
two,  or  six  days  ;  to  Nottingham,  Leicester,  and 
Sheffield,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  27,  for  one,  two,  three,  or 
five  days  ;  to  Sheffield,  Leicester,  and  Nottingham, 
on  Wednesday,  Dec.  28,  for  one,  two,  three,  or  four 
days.  Cheap  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from 
St.  Pancras  to  Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  etc.,  on  Friday, 
Dec.  23,  for  five  or  sixteen  days,  and  on  Friday, 
Dec.  30,  for  seven  or  sixteen  days.  The  sixteen-day 
tickets  will  be  available  for  returning  on  any  day 
within  sixteen  days  from  and  including  the  date  of 
issue.  Cheap  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  from 
St.  Pancras  on  Friday,  Dec.  23,  to  Dublin,  Cork, 
Killarney,  Limerick,  etc.,  via  Heysham  or  via 
Liverpool,  available  for  sixteen  days  ;  on 
Friday,  Dec.  23,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  Port- 
rush,  etc.,  via  Heysham,  via  Barrow,  via  Liverpool, 
or  via  Straniraer  and  Larne,  available  for  sixteen  days. 
On  Saturday,  Dec.  24,  cheap  excursion  tickets  for 
half,  two,  or  three  days  will  be  issued  from  St. 
Pancras  and  other  stations  to  Bedford,  Olney, 
Wellingborough,  and  Kettering,  as  per  bills.  On 
Christmas  Day  cheap  day  excursion  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Southend-on-Sea  from  St.  Pancras,  Kentish 
Town,  Walthamstow,  Leystonstone,  and  stations  on 
the  Tottenham  and  Forest  Gate  Joint  Line. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

The  following  arrangements  have  been  made  by 
the  South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway,  namely : — 
Week-end  cheap  tickets  will  .be  issued  from  London 
by  certain  trains  on  Dec.  23,  24,  and  25,  to  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  Bexhill,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Can- 
terbury, Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  West- 
gate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich, 
Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  ShornchHe, 
Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone- 
on-Sea).  These  tickets  will  be  available  for  the 
return  journey,  Dec.  25  to  28,  inclusive.    On  Christ- 


mas Eve  a  fast  late  train  will  be  run  to  Chatham, 
Sittinghourne,  Sheerness,  Faversham,  Whitstable, 
Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Wostgate,  Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  Ramsgate,  Canterbury,  Walmer,  Deal,  and 
Dover,  leaving  Victoria  at  12.30  midnight,  and  Hol- 
born  12.30  midnight,  calling  at  St.  Paul's  12.31  a.m.. 
Elephant  and  Castle  12.36  a.m.,  Brixton  12.38  a.m., 
Loughborough  Junction  12.42  a.m.,  and  Heme  Hill 
12.45  a.m.  A  similar  train  will  also  be  run  on 
Christmas  Eve  to  Chislehurst,  Sevenoaks,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury, 
Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  and  Dover,  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  12.20  midnight,  Waterloo  12.22 
a.m..  Cannon  Street  12.28  a.m.,  I/ondon  Bridge  12.34 
a.m.,  and  New  Cross  at  12.42  a.m.  Week-end  cheap 
tickets  will  be  issued  to  certain  stations  by  those 
trains.  Special  cheap  return  tickets  will  be  issued 
from  London  to  Marseilles,  Hyeres,  Cannes,  Grassa, 
Nice,  Monte  Carlo,  Mentone,  and  other  stations  on 
the  French  Riviera,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.15  p.m.  on  Dec.  23.  Cheap 
excursions  will  als6  run  from  London  to  Paris,  via 
Dover-Calais  and  Folkestone-Boulogne,  on  Dec.  21, 
22,  23,  and  24 ;  also  from  London  to  Brussels,  tna 
Dover  -  Calais,  Folkestone -Boulogne,  and  Dover- 
Ostend,  from  Dbc.  21  to  26,  inclusive.  For  golfing 
at  Le  Touquet  (in  the  North  of  France)  special 
arrangements  have  been  made.  On  Christmas  Day 
several  extra  trains  will  run,  but  the  ordinary  ser- 
vices will  be  as  on  Sundays.  On  Boxing  Day,  cheap 
pantomime  excursions  will  be  run  from  the  principal 
stations  to  London,  returning  about  midnight. 
Frequent  special  and  ordinary  trains  will  be  run 
from  Victoria,  Holborn,  Ludgate  Hill,  and  St.  Paul's 
to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level  Station)  and  vice 
ve:sd.  During  the  holidays  several  trains  will  be 
withdrawn  or  altered.  Full  particulars,  as  to  times 
of  trains,  alterations  in  train  services,  etc:.,  will  be 
found  in  the  holiday  programme  and  bills. 

LONDON,    BRIGHTON,    AND  SOUTH-COAST 
RAILWAY. 

This  progressive,  up-to-date  company  announce 
cheap  fourteen-day  excursions  to  Dieppe,  Rouen, 
and  Paris  by  the  picturesque  and  cheapest  route 
to  Paris,  via  Newhaven  and  Dieppe,  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  Dec.  23  and  24,  returning  any 
day  within  fourteen  days  by  any  train  according 
to  class,  and  by  any  night  service  steamer. 
Friday  to  Tuesday  cheap  return  tickets  to  Dieppe 
will  be  issued  on   Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 


Monday,  Dec.  23,  24,  25,  and  20.  All  ordinar:  ^^^^1 
tickets  issued  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Dec. 
25,  will  bpi  available  for  the  return  journey  up  ^IP 
evening  of  Tuesday,  Dec.  27.  The  week-end  ip 
return  tickets  issued  on  Friday,  Saturday,  nd 
Sunday,  D  jc.  23,  24,  and  25,  will  ba  available  to  rt  urn 
on  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednes  "Ay, 
D,>c.  25,  26,  27,  and  28.  Cheap  day  return  tickets 
are  issued  from  London  and  certain  suburban  stations 
to  Brighton,  Shoreham,  Worthing,  Eastbourne, 
S'faford,  Newhaven,  Hastings,  St.  Leonards,  Bexhill, 
Littlehampton,  Bognor,  Chichester  (for  Selsey)  (for 
full  particulars,  see  spacial  bills).  The  Crystal  Palace, 
Boxing  Day,  Monday,  D3C.  26,  special  holiday  enter- 
t»>inmints.  Frequ=>nt  spaciar trains  between  London 
Bridga,  Victoria,  Kensington  (Addison-road),  West 
Brompton,  Clapham  Junction,  and  the  Crystal  Palace 
as  required  by  the  traffic.  Increased  facilities  for 
booking  passengers. — Station  booking-offices  con- 
stantly op  m. — The  booking-offices  at  London  Bridge, 
Victoria,  and  Kensington  (Addison-road)  Stations,  and 
also  at  tho  stations  generally  on  the  London,  Brighton, 
and  South-Coast  Railway,  will  be  kept  constantly 
op :in  every  waek-day  between  the  hours  of  8  a.m.  and 
8  p.m.,  for  the  sale  of  tickets  and  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  information  to  passengers. 

GREAT  ^ENTR Air  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Central  Railway  Company  have  issued 
an  A.B.C.  programme  of  their  excursion  arrange- 
ments for  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  holidays  from 
London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and 
metropolitan  stations  to  all  the  principal  towns  in 
the  Midlands,  North  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland.  The  guide  contains  complete  information 
as  to  times  of  starting,  fares,  dates,  and  times  of 
return,  etc.,  for  any  station  (alphabetically  ar- 
ranged). The  facilities  are  very  comprehensive. 
Copies  can  be  obtained  free  on  application  at  Mary- 
lebone Station  or  at  any  of  the  company's  town 
offices  and  agencies.  The  company  have  also  made 
complete  arrangements  for  the  collection,  quick 
transit,  and  prompt  delivery  of  Christmeis  packages 
in  all  the  chief  towns  on  their  system.  Frequent 
collections  of  parcels  will  be  made  at  the  receiving 
offices  in  London  and  other  large  centres,  and  the 
traffic  will  be  despatched  by  the  first  available  train 
after  receipt.  Special  trains  will  be  run,  and 
through  vans  attached  to  the  principal  express  and 
mail  trains  to  accommodate  the  traffic.  Reduced 
through  rates  are  now  in  operation. 
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WET-FLY  FISHING 


METHODICALLY  CONSIDERED. 


By  E.  IVr.  TOD. 


SOME  EXTRACTS  FROM  PRESS  OPINIONS. 


The  Field  says:  "A  valuable  addition  to 
the  literature  of  fly-flshing,  and  one  which  we 
commend  to  the  attention  of  every  fly-tisher, 
whether  hig  lines  be  cast  on  a  Koss-shire  peat- 
stained  burn  or  a  crystal  Hampshire  stream. 

.  .  One  of  the  most  original,  dosniatic, 
reliable,  practical,  and  generally  amusing 
t)ook3  which  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  to 
read  for  many  a  long  day.  We  must  not 
omit  to  add  a  word  in  praise  of  some  charming 
illustrations  of  typical  Scotch  waters  by  Mr. 
Walter  Puttick." 

The  Fishing  Gazette.— Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
Editor,  after  remarking  that  the  Author  had 
been  a  contributor  since  1880,  says; — "  I  have, 
during  that  time,  met  many  angleis  who  have 
llshed  with  Mr.  Tod,  and  1  have  never  heard 
anything  ljut  praise  of  his  skill  with  the  wet- 
fly  ;  such  praise  has  long  ago  convinced  me 
that  he  is  not  merely  a  ftrst-rate  hand,  but 
one  of  the  few  jire-eminent  ones." 

Illustrated  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
News. — ".  .  .  His  book  is  eminently  a  wel- 
come addition  to  our  angling  literature." 

Country  Life. — "  A  very  practical  treatise. 
Tliere  is  an  abundance  of  hints  .  .  .  pleasantly 
conveyed.   The  book  is  full  of  information." 

The  Scottish  Field. — "It  is  written  by  a 
fisherman  who  has  practised  the  art  with 
phenomenal  success  .  .  .  matter-of-fact  and 
business  like  in  its  treatment ;  thoroughly 
clear  and  simple ;  always  bright  and  in- 
teresting, and  sometimes  even  racy.  From 
board  to  board  it  is  uniformly  i)ractical,  and 
nuiy  be  safely  commended  for  its  astute 
guidance  at  every  p  lint." 

Daily  News. — "Contains  the  precepts  of 
that  veteran,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod.  No  higher 
compliment  can  be  paid  than  to  say  that  the 
^realise  is  calculated  to  make  the  dry-fly 
flshurman  a  convert  U>  the  wet-Hy  method.  "- 

The  Daily  Scotsman,—"  Mr.  Tod  is  an  enthusiast,  and  his  enthusiasm  shines  in  every  page 
of  his  bocik.  .  .  .  The  pictures  are  excellent.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  book,  there  is  a  suggestion 
of  running  water  and  rising  trout  in  it.  It  is  bright,  racy,  and  has  the  variety  of  a  typical 
Scottish  water.  He  writes  out  of  a  large  and  varied  experience,  and  the  reader  feels  tliat  he 
writes  that  he  knows  and  testifies  that  he  has  seen.  Anglers  of  all  stages  of  experience  will  get 
profit  as  well  as  pleatflire  from  liis  book,  which  may  be  most  heartily  commended." 


•Sl'ECIMEN  ILLUSTKATION  FROM  "-WET-FLI  FISHING.' 


SOME  EXTRACTS  FROM  PRESS  OPINIONS. 

Times. — "Instructive  chapters  commended 
by  a  familiar  first-person  style  of  discourse." 

The  Morning  Post.—"  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  has 
achieved  so  great  a  reputation  as  an  angler, 
that  every  fisherman  will  desire  to  read  his 
'Wet-Fly  Fishing.'  It  is  excellent.  ...  It 
is  the  sort  of  book  which  would  make  a  most 
excellent  gilt  to  any  young  angler,  partly 
because  as  mere  reading  it  is  good,  but 
especially  because  it  would  teach  him  to  use 
his  eyes  and  his  braiR  when  he  is  fishing." 

Pall  Mall  Gazette. — "We  can  say  that 
the  work  is  an  acceptable  addition  to  the 
literature  of  a  most  interesting  sport,  and 
that  all  throwers  of  the  fly,  be  they  of  the 
wet-  or  the  dry-fly  school,  will  gleau  sonie- 

I thing  of  value  by  a  perusal  of  its  pages.  The 
sketches  contributed  by  Mr.  Walter  Puttick 
lire  things  of  beauty." 

St.  James's  Gazette.  —  "Mr.  Tod  has 
imade  the  best  use  of  the  time  he  has  spent 
liod  in  hand  :  he  has  fished  as  a  true  sports- 
man. .  .  .  This  admirable  little  book  is  full 
of  interest  for  the  keen  fishei-man,  and  of 
counsel  for  the  novice.  ..."  Wet-Fly  Fish- 
ing' is  well  worth  attention." 

Westminster  Gazette.  —  "  Mr.  Tod's 
volume  is  a  book  of  practical  guidance  :  the 
work  of  an  expert  hand.  .  .  .  He  writes  with 
all  the  genuine  angler's  enthusiasm.  He  will 
be  found  a  reliable  guide." 

The  Spectator. — "  It  is  very  kind  of  ail 
expert  iu  the  art  and  science  of  angling  to 
tell  his  secrets  to  the  unlearned." 

Publishers'  Circular. — "  We  predict  that 
the  work  will  become  a  classic,  for  there 
never  was  a  better  wet-fly  fisher  than  Mr. 
E.  M.  ToU,  and  he  gives  his  unrivalled  know- 
ledge without  reserve  for  the  benefit  of  the 
young  angler,  and  old  one  too,  for  that 
matter.  ' 

Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch.— "A  delightful  volume.  The  book  is  as  interesting  as  such 
enthusiasm  was  bound  to  make  it.  As  practised  by  Mr.  Tod,  angling  deserves  to  he  called  a 
science.  He  knows  so  much  that— like  Socrates— he  knows  his  ignorance.  Mr.  Tod  writes 
reverently  of  his  favourite  sport.  '  ,       ,       ^       ,     .  ,  ■ 

Glasgow  Herald.— "  The  old  hand,  as  well  as  the  beginner,  will  acquire  a  store  of  useful  wiinkles. 
...  A  volume  which,  we  are  sure,  will  be  read  with  pleasure  by  many  an  angler  on  an  ott  day. 


Can  be  had  Post  Free  for  6/4,  from  The  Manager,  The  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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'COACHING  IN  THE  COQUET. 


S  ERAL  poaching  cases  weie  heard  at  the  Amble 
Pett  Sessions,  before  Mr.  J.  Earnshaw  and  Mr. 
G.  "•v*.  Thompson.  William  Henderson  was  fined 
£5  and  costs  for  having  unclean  sa'mon  on  his 
premises  at  the  harbour.  Nets  were  also  found  in 
the  loft.  Thomas  Hodgson,  miner,  Amble,  was 
charged  with  gaffing  salmon  in  the  Coquet,  and  was 
fined  £5  and  costs.  John  Hardy  was  also  charged 
with  gaffing,  and,  as  it  was  his  first  offence,  was 
fined  £1  and  costs. 


DEATH  OF  THE  VENERABLE 
MICHAEL  O'REILLY,  P.P.,  DROMID. 


It  is  with  great  soirow  I  have  to  announce  the 
death  of  the  Venerable  Michael  O'Reilly,  Parish 
Priest  of  Dromid,  in  which  Waterville  is  situated. 
The  deceased  had  been  in  poor  health  for  some  time 
past,  though  his  death  was  not  quite  expected. 
The  deceased  was  appointed  Parish  Priest  of  Dromid 
some  twenty-four  years  ago.  He  reached  the  fine 
old  age  of  84  years,  but  was  unable  to  perform 
parochial  duties  for  some  time  past.  He  was  quite 
a  tj3)ical  "Soggarth  Aroon  "  of  the  older  school,  a 
forcible  preacher,  especially  in  the  mother  tongue, 
in  which  he  excelled.  Regret  at  his  decease  is  wide 
and  general.  The  funeral  took  place  on  Wednesday 
(Dec.  21).  T.  J.  D. 


WREXHAM  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


Major  Leadbetteb  piesided  at  a  meeting  of  this 
association  on  Friday,  Dec.  16,  and  explained  that 
fishing  was  getting  more  scarce,  principally  in  con- 
sequence of  the  pollution  of  the  rivers  by  public 
works,  and  he  might  say  that  every  drain  in  the 
country  found  its  way  into  the  rivers.  They 
desired  to  strengthen  the  association  by  getting 
additional  members.  Mr.  Harold  Davies  said  the 
water  in  the  district  was  getting  closed  to  anglers. 
Their  membership  of  120  should  be  500  or  600. 
He  moved  that  it  was  advisable  to  obtain  new 
members,  stop  pollution,  lease  new  waters,  and  as 
far  as  funds  permitted,  restock  the  wafers.  Mr.  S. 
Jarman  seconded.  The  Mayor  of  Wrexham  sug- 
gested the  formation  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  pollution,  and  a  different  scale  of  contribution 
to  suit  all  classes  of  anglers.  The  motion  was 
carried.  The  District  Committee  were  asked  to 
approach  riparian  owners  to  obtain  new  waters, 
and  a  small  committee  was  appointed  to  consider 
pollution. — Oswestry  Advertiser. 


AMERICAN  FISH  CULTURE  NOTES. 


The  Goverrmient  hatcheries  wUl  be  short  of 
material  in  the  shape  of  salmon  eggs.  The  take  of 
eggs  is  20  per  cent,  short  of  last  season. 

The  State  hatcheries  of  Minnesota  are  well  able 
to  take  caie  of  the  wanfs  (in  the  shape  of  fish)  of 
every  lake,  river,  and  stream  in  the  State. 

The  California  Fish  Commission  have  sent  a  ship- 
ment of  striped  bass  via  the  Sch.  Enterprise  to  be 
planted  in  the  waters  of  the  island  of  Hawaii. 

The  hatcheries  of  Oregon  and  Washington  will 
only  turn  out  15,000,000  eggs  this  year  instead  of 
100,000,000  as  expected.  Last  year  70,000,000  were 
hatched. 

The  Kalama,  Wash.,  fish  hatchery  will  only  turn 
out  625,000  eggs,  against  12,000,000  in  1902.  Last 
year  6,000,000  eggs  were  produced.  It  is  caused 
by  the  nets  and  traps  in  the  river. 

The  United  States  is  plaintiff  in  a  case  against 
A.  F.  Hayden,  of  Helena,  Mont.,  who  is  charged 
with  diverting  the  water  used  for  fish  hatching  by 
cutting  a  ditch,  etc. 

The  Canadian  Government  are  planting  large 
numbers  of  trout  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Banff, 
N.  W.  T. 

The  take  of  salmon  eggs  at  the  Clackmas,  Oregon, 
fish  hatchery  will  be  20  per  cent,  short  of  last 
season.  They  should  have  6,000,000  eggs,  but  have 
only  500,000. 

The  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Fisheries  will  co-operate 
with  the  fishermen  of  Marquette,  Mich.,  in  taking 
spawn  for  the  Duluth,  Minn.,  hatchery. 

Fish  Warden  Travis,  of  Kansas,  says  the  State 
fiah  hatchery  at  Pratt  can  be  finished  for  $10,000. 

The  Mahoning  river  in  Ohio  is  to  be  stocked  with 
black  bass  of  both  large  and  small  mouth  variety. 
—New  York  Fishing  Gazette, 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


IMPROVED  "HERCULES"  WIRE  TRACES. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  recently  had  a  large 
demand  for  our  improved  "  Horcu'es "  wire  gimp 
traces.  Numerous  gentlemen  who  have  been  using 
them  seem  to  have  done  remarkably  well  with  the 
same,  killing  large  numbers  of  pike  and  other  fish 
with  them.  We  enclose  you  a  few  for  trial,  and  if 
you  find  them,  as  we  think  you  will,  Al,  we  should 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would  mention  them  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  have  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  a 
gentleman  in  Essex,  in  which  he  states  he  has 
killed  sixty-four  pike  on  one  of  our  "  Hercules " 
twisted  gut  traces  without  a  break. — Yours  truly. 

Standard  Works,         S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Redditch. 

[The  wire  traces  which  Messrs.  Allcock  send  are 
first-rate.  They  are  ^Imost  as  flexible  as  gimp,  and 
far  superior  to  it  in  every  other  way.  Gimp  is  only 
floss  silk  covered  with  fine  wire  ;  it  soon  rots,  and  is 
never  really  safe.  Where  the  best  gut  cannot  be 
used  these  traces  answer  admirably. — Ed.] 


THE  "PLOUGH  AND  HARROW"  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Hobson.  He  stated 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  12  that  "how  this 
pike  was  caught  is  wrapped  in  mystery."  He  also 
inferred  that  it  was  "the  largest  made  {sic)  in 
English  waters,"  and  was  said  to  have  weighed 
411b.,  although  its  weight  is  not  given  on  its  glass 
case.  Now,  that  omission  is  to  be  regretted ;  also 
that  it  was  not  "  weighed  in  "  at  some  well-known 
angling  club  and  the  weight  authenticated,  because 
it  may  increase  to  481b.,  like  the  Lough  Conn  pike 
captured  September,  1894,  which  weighed  291b.,  and 
was  the  following  week  recorded  in  a  London  Sunday 
newspaper  as  47^1b.  This  "Plough  and  Harrow" 
fish  is  exactly  the  same  dimensions  as  my  311b. 
Sussex  pike — namely,  45in.  snout  to  fork  of  tail, 
by  24in.  girth — which  according  to  Col.  Ranking's 
formula,  reckoning  "weight  for  size,"  wcrks  out  at 
321b.  Your  Shannon  371b.  pike  and  my  36lb. 
and  371b.  English  ones  are  all  longer  and  of  larger 
girth.  My  37-pounder  measured  47in.  from  point 
of  under  jaw  to  fork  of  tail ;  its  head  was  13in.  long, 
point  of  jaw  to  edge  of  gill-cover;  and  in  girth  it 
was  26in.  I  caught  it  on  Nov.  4,  but  had  it  been 
in  February  it  would  have  weighed  quite  401b.,  as 
it  was  a  female  and  would  have  been  in  spawn. — 
Yours  truly,  Alfred  Jabdine. 


A   NEW  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
ABERDEEN. 

Dear  Sib, — You  will; be  glad  to  hear  that  we 
have  at  last  formed  an  angling  association  or  club 
in  Aberdeen.  The  project  was  launched  on  Saturday 
last  (Dec.  17)  at  the  Station  Hotel,  when  up- 
wards of  forty  "good  men  and  true"  turned  out 
to  grace  the  proceedings.  A  provisional  committee 
has  been  formed  to  prepare  a  constitution,  etc., 
and  we  shall  be  grateful  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  can  aid  us  in  any  way  to  get  copies  of 
rules  of  kindred  clubs.  Secretaries  and  friends  at 
a  distance  might  kindly  oblige  by  sending  them  to 
yours  truly,  G.  M.  Mackay. 


CHUB  KILLED  BY  OTTERS— HOW  OTTERS 
FEED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  editorial  note  on 
the  above  subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  10, 
I  may  say  that  as  the  otter  is  an  extremely  shy  and 
wary  creature,  it  is  seldom  that  he  so  far  forgets 
himself  as  to  give  one  an  opportunity  of  studying 
his  movements,  for  though  I  have  lived  for  several 
yea; 8  among  his  haunts,  and  have  caught  glimpses 
of  his  life  under  all  circumstances,  yet  only  on  two 
occasions  have  I  seen  him  actually  fishing. 

In  the  late  autumn  of  1882  Lwas  trying  to  get 
within  shot  of  a  few  hinds,  and  my  only  chance 
of  doing  so  was  to  gain  the  bed  of  a  rough  stream, 
where  it  entered  a  fresh-water  loch.  On  stalking 
near  this  point  I  saw  the  water  break  as  if  caused 
by  a  heavy  fish,  and  a  moment  later  a  salmon  leapt 
clear  out  of  the  water  followed  by  an  otter,  showing 
head  and  shoulders.  The  salmon  took  to  the  loch, 
followed  closely  by  the  otter,  who,  however,  soon 
returned,  and  again  fished  the  pool,  working  down 
stream,  but  finding  nothing  to  his  taste  left  the 
water,  and  after  inspecting  one  of  his  favourite 
knolls  and  the  surrounding  ground,  which  seemed 
to  him  very  familiar,  he  peered  round  with  that 
weird,  uncanny  look  peculiar  to  him,  then  hobbled 


towards  the  loch,  but  not  with  that  grace  and  ease 
which  ho  showed  in  the  water. 

On  another  occasion  I  saw  on  a  sluggish  pool,  in 
which  there  were  only  small  trout  and  eels,  two 
young  otters  hard  at  work.  They  fished  carefully 
under  the  banks  and  down  stream,  only  coming  to 
the  surface  to  swallow  their  small  prey.  And 
judging  by  their  trail  on  saad,  mud,  and  snow, 
their  favourite  way  of  fishing  is  down  stream. 

I  do  not  think  they  make  much  use  of  their  claws 
when  catching  fish,  as  even  when  hard  pressed  they 
seldom  use  them.  But  woe-betide  those  who  come 
within  reach  of  their  iron  jaws,  as  when  once  they 
close  they  close  with  the  grip  of  a  vice. — Yours 
truly,  R.  E.  JL 

Llandudno.   


A  FINE  PIKE  LOST  AND  WON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  hope  I  shall  not  be  taking  up  too 
much  of  your  valuable  space  in  recounting  a  pike 
which  I  killed  in  the  Stour,  near  Christchurch,  on 
Nov.  30.  The  strange  part  is  that  Mr.  Mouflet, 
proprietor  of  the  London  Hotel,  and  myself  went 
together  the  previous  Wednesday,  and  just  as  we 
were  returning  to  shore  in  the  punt  Mr.  Mouflet, 
who  was  trolling,  suddenly  said  that  he  must  have 
something  very  heavy  on.  He  played  the  fish  for 
awhile,  when  suddenly  his  line  snapped.  Mr. 
Mouflet  guessed  he  had  lost  a  301b.  fish. 

We  both  went  the  following  Tuesday,  and  fished 
the  same  river  only  about  200  yards  from  where  he 
hooked  his  fish.  Sport  was  very  tame  from 
9.30  a.m.  till  1.15,  when  I  had  a  run  from,  as  I 
guessed,  a  good-sized  fish.  I  had  to  play  the  fish 
very  gingerly,  as  I  had  no  trace  on,  foolishly,  but 
nevertheless  managed  to  bring  to  bank  a  very  fine 
specimen  of  a  pike  (female),  which,  I  am  pleased 
to  state,  scaled  exactly  25^-lb.,  and  measured 
3ft.  6Jin.  When  opened  the  pike  was  found  to 
contain  the  "  Standard  "spinner  and  a  new  flight  of 
snap  tackle  hooks  which  Mr.  Mouflet  had  lost  the 
previous  Wednesday.  I  think  this  is  the  largest  fish 
taken  from  the  Stour  for  some  years  with  rod  and 
line.  I  killed  my  fish  with  a  Jardine  patent  snap 
tackle,  with  live  dace,  in  fifteen  minutes. — Youra 
truly,  Walter  W.  Marshall. 

Westbourne  Hotel,  Bournemouth,  West. 


"STEWART"  TACKLE  FOR  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — My  thanks  are  due  to  you  for  the 
insertion  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  26  of  my  plaint 
and  request  for  information  having  regard  to  the 
advisability  of  using  "  Stewart  "  tackle  in  fishing  for 
salmon,  and  also  for  the  comments  you  were  pleased 
to  make  upon  the  subject.  As  to  the  latter,  with  my 
limited  experience  of  salmon  angling  it  perhaps  iil 
befits  me  to  speak,  but  the  Limerick  hook  has 
always  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  ideal  hook  for  a 
salmon  fly,  and  I  make  no  doubt  that,  as  j'ou  say, 
thousands  of  anglers  would,  given  opportunity, 
testify  to  its  superior  qualities  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  likewise  extremely  gratifying  to  have  the 
experience  and  knowledge  of  such  a  veteran  angler 
and  master  in  the  art  as  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  placed  at 
one's  disposal,  and  I  heartily  thank  that  gentleman 
for  his  courtesy  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  10. 
Permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  he  will  long  be 
spared  to  continue  his  service  and  im selfish  devotion 
to  the  "gentle  art,"  to  the  making  of  better  anglers 
— that  is,  truer  sportsmen — through  his  exemplar 
and  by  his  works. 

To  refuse  an  angling  hint  is  not  in  me,  and  when 
"' Stewart  '  tackle  for  salmon"  was  suggested  by 
a  brother  of  the  rod  I  resolved  on  giving  the  sneck- 
bend  hook,  tied  as  I  described,  a  trial ;  because, 
while  that  form  of  hook  may  be  undesirable  from 
the  point  of  view  of  some  anglers,  it  possesses,  I 
think,  one  qualification  which  the  roimd-bend  does 
not,  in  that  i  it  presents  the  worm  more  naturally 
than  the  other — allows  greater  freedom  of  con- 
tortion. Another  reason:  For  two  seasons  now  I 
used  on  extra  fine  gut  Nos.  13  and  14  (Redditch 
scale)  sneck-bend  three-hook  "Stewarts  "  for  clear- 
water  worming  for  trout,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
with  it  I  secured  more  "offers"  than  with  the 
round-bend  which  I  had  previously  favoured  most. 

The  bunch  of  worms  on  the  great- hook-style  of 
fishing  seems  unfair — too  traplike  and  unsports- 
manlike, does  it  not  ?  Be  that  as  it  may,  two 
theories  were  in  evidence  when  notes  were  compared 
with  my  friend  over  the  loss  of  these  salmon.  He 
went  for  the  "unskilled  angler,"  I  for  "defective 
tackle,"  and  it  rejoices  "  the  cockles  of  one's 
heart"  to  find  that  in  his  deductions  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod 
arrives  at  the  same  conclusion  by  the  same  course 
of  reasoning  as  myself.  You  would  probably 
remark  in  my  note,  a  seemingly  needless  observation, 
that  I  "struck  and  hooked,  about  seven  yards  from 
where  I  stood  and  directly  across  the  water,"  the 
lost  fish.  Well,  after  doing  that,  with  a  most 
unpardonable  disregard  for  an  elemental  rule  of 
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angling  practice,  I  held  my  rod — a  14-footer — at 
an  angle  of  SOdeg.  !  Hence  the  catastrophe.  Thus 
(urgeth  my  friend)  came  di8i3everance  forever 
between  angler  and  salmon  !  Surely,  sir,  that  50deg. 
was  sufficiently  obtuse  ?  The  friend,  alas  !  remains 
"  of  the  same  opinion  still,"  yea — heaping  •' Pelion 
on  Ossa  " — even  refuses  to  round  off  the  Hudibrastic 
distich  and  be  "convinced  against  his  will." 

Stewart  in  his  book,  "  The  Practical  Angler," 
abruptly  dismisses  the  sneck-bend  hook  (edition 
1893,  page  48)  as  unwtrthy  of  consideration  by 
sensible  ang'ers,  and  he  institutes  diagramatically 
a  comparison  bftween  what  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  calls 
"Stewart's  favourite — a  round-bend  hook  with  the 
point  turned  slightly  inward "  and  the  Limerick, 
much  to  his  (Stewait's)  own  satisfaction  and  to  the 
great  disparagement  of  the  latter  hook.  Yet  I 
could  never  see  wherein  its  excelling  qualities  lay. 
Stewart's  round-bend  is  so  much  of  a  round-bend 
(if  his  diagram  is  exact)  that  any  barb  (round- 
bended,  too  !)  which  the  hook  has  is  reduced  to  an 
irreducible  minimum — to  the  almost  extinction, 
indeed,  of  any  holding  power  whatever.  I  seem 
to  have  read  somewhere — if  I  mistake  not — that 
fishing  hook  makers,  recognising  this,  do  not  follow 
Stewart,  but  curve  the  point  of  their  round-bends 
in  such  a  way  that  the  baib  is  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
parallel  to  the  shank  of  the  hook.  Besides,  while 
the  leverage  of  the  penetrating  point  of  both  hooks 
appears  equal  it  is  not  so  in  eH'ect,  I  think.  Indeed, 
the  leverage  of  the  penetrating  points  (as  it  is  shown 
in  the  diagram)  from  the  line  of  pull  is  so  apparent 
— or  seems  so  to  me — being  less  in  the  Limerick 
than  in  the  round-bend,  to  the  former's  great 
advantage  be  it  said,  for  the  nearer  the  barb  t:) 
the  shank  of  the  hook — or,  in  other  words,  the  line 
<if  pull — consistent  with  the  actual  raison  (VtHre  of 
the  hook  itself,  the  greater  is  thb  resistance  it  offers 
to  the  pulling  force. 

Opinions  may  difier  ;  yet  it  is'  extremely  curious 
to  read  in  Stewart's  work  that,  despite  his  con- 
demnation (by  implication)  of  the  sneck-bend, 
d  propos  of  losing  trout  through  defective  hooking 
when  fishing  with  the  worm  on  a  single  hook,  he 
recommends  in  these  circumstances  "  three  of 
Hutchinson  and  Son's  sneck-bent  hooks"  ("The 
Practical  Angler,"  page  138),  and,  of  course, 
"  tandem  "  tackle-wit e.  T  note  with  great  interest, 
too,  in  Mr.  Tod's  capital  work,  "Wet-Fly  Fishing," 
that  he  is  "inclined  to  place  the  sneck-bend  next" 
to  the  round-bend  Kendal  hook,  but,  of  course, 
that  is  for  trout  fishing,  which,  mayhap,  is  another 
story. 

}5ut  I  am  afraid  I  trespass  unconscionably  on  the 
editorial  good  nature,  and  will  close  in  sending 
you  for  inspection  two  specimens  of  the  defaulting 
"  Stewart"  tackle,  and  in  expressing  my  conviction 
that  the  hooks  are  too  fine  for  "  20-pounders," 
except,  perhaps,  in  the  hands  of  Messieurs  Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell  or  E.  M.  Tod. —  Yours  truly, 

Glasgow.  W.  Johnstone  Forfar. 

[The  tackle  sent  ought,  if  the  hooks  were  best 
quality,  to  hold  a  salmon,  but  they  are  not  quite 
first-rate,  being  for  one  thing  over-snecked,  and 
then  bending  too  easily  without  breaking.  It  is  not 
the  fault  of  the  hooks  that  when  pulled  on  they 
slip  down  and  off  the  gut.  Certainly  I  would  not 
fish  for  salmon  or  any  heavy  fish  with  tackles  such 
as  those  sent.  In  my  opinion  in  a  good  sneck- 
bend  the  side  deviation  of  the  point  should  be  very 
slight.  In  these  and  in  many  othtr  sneck-bends  it 
looks  as  if  after  the  hook  was  made  it  had  been 
held  by  the  bend  in  a  flat  tweezei-s  and  the  shank 
bent,  whereas  the  whole  of  the  hook,  except  from 
the  point  to  the  first  bend,  shovild  be  held  flat,  and 
then  the  point  end  ever  so  slightly  deflected.  The 
hooks  sent  would  hold  far  better  if  they  were  not 
snecked  at  all.— Ed.] 


FLOATS. 

Dear  Sib, — While  your  very  interesting  sketch 
articles  are  on,  relating  to  forms  of  floats,  I 
should  like  to  show  you  the  form  I  use — for  I  do 
occasionally  "float  fish."  I  do  not  claim  any 
novelty,  but  there  may  be  some  "method  in  the 
madness"  ;  and  I  have  never  seen  others  use  it,  nor 
is  it  in  the  shops.  The  shape  of  float  is,  more  or 
less,  a  cjuestion  of  personal  fancy.  I  use  the  so- 
called  "patent  taper  quill  float"  (?  any  patent,  as 
I  have  known  them  about  thirty  years),  and  cut  it 
and  biiild  to  fancy  -  .sec  rlrawing ;  quill  for  light 
work  ;  cork  for  far  off  and  for  paternostering.  The 
essential  of  afloat  is  a  high  centre  of  buoyancy,  and 
small  windage  above  water.  Colour  is  more  a 
matter  of  indrvidual  eyesight ;  I  stain  my  floats  light 
green  for  Vjelow  water  ;  narrow  red  painted  ring  at 
water-line ;  white  top,  and  sometimes  a  red  tip. 
The  ivoi-y  or  bone  connection  link  stained  green  ; 
whippings  black. 

But  it  is  the  action  and  attachment  where  I  think 
there  may  be  some  distinction  from  usual  style.  No 


caps  to  loosen  or  to  break  ;  the  line  must  break  to 
lose  the  float.  It  is  not  a  new  untried  fad,  as  1  have 
used  them  some  years,  having  begun  with  hitching 
the  float  by  its  bottom  ring.  My  object  has  b.^en  t3 
get  a  .strike  as  directly  as  possiiJe  from  rod  point  to 
fish,  and  in  doing  so  to  have  to  move  as  little  float 
as  possible.  Hence  I  evolved  a  hinge  bottom  con- 
nection with  slideable  grip  on  the  line.  A  is  the 
float  fi.shing ;  B  shows  the  strike  direct;  C  shows 
position  of  the  float  being  lifted,  but  won'd,  of 
course,  I  e  on  surface  of  water,  but  here,  for  conveni- 
ence of  compact  drawing,  is  merely  shown  bent ;  D 
shows  the  slide-grip  and  hinge  attachment.  This  I 
make  of  four  i  voi  y  paternoster  beads,  bound  together 
by  th?ir  grooved  outsides,  with  very  fine  copper 
wire  ;  the  ring  of  the  float  is  put  through  the  top 
one,  and  tlien  whipped  to  the  float.  The  gut  line  is 
shown,  Black,  as  rove  through  the  three,  or  two, 
lower  bead  eyes.  In  some  floats  I  have  made  I  put 
a  bone  tag,  E  ;  a  hole  for  float  ring  at  top,  then  a 
hole  and  twist  groove  and  hole,  s  >  that  t  ie  gut  line 
reeves  and  twists  round  as  shown,  and  holds  where 
the  tag  may  be  slid  to. 

For  very  deep  water,  whore  the  fixed  position  of 
the  float  on  the  line  would  prevent  winding  in 
sufficient  to  net  a  fish,  I  take  the  line  out  of  D  and 
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Material. — Taper-quill  or  cork  or  combination. 

Colour. — White  paint  top  with  black  silk  bindings; 
red  paint  ring  at  water-line,  green  stained  below  ; 
sometimes  a  red  tip. 

reeve  it  simply  through  the  float  ring,  and  then 
bight-hitch  a  small  strip  of  india-rubber,  cut  from  an 
old  baccy  pouch,  on  to  the  line  at  the  depth  required  ; 
then  the  shot  sinks  the  bait,  the  float  runs  up  the 
line  till  stopped  ;  the  strike  pulls  direct  through  the 
float  ring  ;  tlie  float  remains  on  surface  while  playing 
fish  ;  the  rubber  stop  winds  in  through  the  rod  rings 
if  necessary. 

Finally,  the  hinged  float  is  a  great  adjunct  to  the 
paternoster  in  peich  fishing,  and  is  so  also  in  ledger 
fishing ;  in  the  latter  casa,  of  coxirse,  used  sliding  to 
the  rubber  stop,  so  as  to  be  able  to  wind  in  the  line 
and  let  the  float  run  down.  For  large  carp,  with  a 
long  ledger  out.  this  float  gear  indicates  a  bite  far 
more  dfelicate  than  can  be  ascertained  by  rod-top  or 
by  loose  line  moving  out.  A  carp  may  bring  the 
bait  towards  the  rod  ;  this  float  immediately  swims 
up  flat. 

However,  bottom  fishing  is  not  my  line  ;  but  for 
sport  I  take  it  on  when  salmon  and  trout  are  in 
hospital.  The  float,  by  the  way,  in  very,  very  small 
size,  is  deadly  in  "swimming  the  bait"  to  grayling 
in  Yorkshire. — Yours  truly,   W.  Baden- Powell. 


FISHING  RIGHTS  IN  SCOTLAND. 
Dbar  Sir, — Mr.  Henry  Lamond's  ex  cathedra 
deliverance  on  this  question  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  10 
leaves  little  to  be  desired.  It  is,  however,  some- 
what regrettable  that,  in  emphasising  the  "Notes  " 
of  "  your  esteemed  contributor  '  G.  M.,'  "  he  should 
seize  the  opportunity  of  "pointing  a  moral"  to 
"English  visitors  to  Scottish  fishing  localities." 
No  doubt,  as  the   hon.  secretary  of  an  angling 


improvement  association,  Mr.  Lamond  is  in  a 
position  to  speak  from  a  direct  knowledge  of  the 
prevalence  of  poaching  and  the  poachers'  misdeeds. 
1  venture,  however,  to  question  the  expediency  of 
reading  a  le.^son  to  our  Kngli.sh  friends  in  view  of 
what  tney  have  done  for  Scottish  angling  int^ests 
in  the  past  and  what  we  may  expect  from  them  in 
the  future.  Witness,  for  instance,  the  still  unrecog- 
nised labours  of  the  editors  of  the  Field  and  Fiahinr/ 
Gazette  in  the  close  time  for  trout  agitation — labours 
without  which  it  is  open  to  doubt  if  the  bill  would 
have  been  in  operation  to-day.  Yet,  in  all  con- 
science, we  have  plenty  of  the  poaching  fraternity 
in  our  own  midst  without  imports  from  over  the 
border. 

That  the  passing  of  the^' Close  Time  for  Trout  Bill 
two  years  ago  has  stirred  up  landowners  to  a  greater 
interest  in  the  fishing  facilities  the  streams  and 
lochs  on  their  properties  may  afford  is  a  fact  which 
most  anglers  know  and  some  have  felt,  and  if  that 
intere.st  is  cultivated  with  some  little  consideration 
for  the  local  ang!er  and  the  stranger  within  the 
gates,  who  for  ao  long  have  exercised  the  privilege 
of  anglins;  unquestioned,  well  and  good.  But  as 
Mr.  Lamond  well  know.?,  all  landlords  are  not 
" public-spirited  "  men  and  willing  "co-operators" 
either  in  the  conservation  of  the  stock  of  fish  or  of 
fishing  facilities ;  were  they  so,  one  would  not  so 
often  hear  the  disappointed  applicant  exclaim, 
"That's  what  your  Close  Timo  Bill  has  done!" 
Anglers,  however,  are  now  alive  to  this  fact,  and 
the  formation  in  one  or  two  districts  of  associitions 
for  the  purposes  Mr.  Lamond  fo  ably  advocates,  is 
a  hopeful  indication  of  better  relations  between 
landlords  and  them.  The  pity  is  that  these  com- 
binations are  so  rare. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Lamond  (to  whom  I 
am  obliged  f <  r  pointing  out  an  error  in  regard  to 
the  locale  of  the  Fergusson  v.  Shirreff  case — a  mis- 
apprehension curiously  enough  rather  prevalent 
among  anglers  I  have  met)  considers  my  suggestion 
in  your  issue  of  Nov.  26  of  some  value.  That  lack 
of  knowledge  of  the  law  and  a  misconception  of 
"  public  rights  "  are,  with  the  average  poacher,  a 
good  deal  to  blame  for  his  wandering  propensities 
is,  I  think,  painfully  evident.  He  does  not 
know  any  Isetter.  "No  Fishing  Here — Water 
Reserved "  !  conveys  no  lesson  to  him.  He  may 
have  heard  that  such  a  journul  exists  as  the 
Fishing  Oazette,  which  would  teach  him  other- 
wise, but  he  never  sees  it.  It  is  a  surprising  fact, 
indeed,  and  calls  for  remark,  that  many  of  the 
well-educated  anglers  one  comes  acro.ss  have  never 
had  a  copy  of  your  excellent  journal  in  their 
hands,  ancl  the  educative  power  and  redemptive 
influence  it  might  exert  are  lost  to  them.  Well, 
therefore,  did  this  suggestion  of  mine  commend 
itself  to  you,  sir  :  weie  this  suggestion  of  giving 
your  readers  a  risumA  of  the  two  determining  cases 
on  angling  law  in  Scotland  carried  out — that  of 
Grant  v.  Henry  in  respect  of  the  Spey,  and  Fergusson 
V.  Shirieff  of  the  Tyne,  and  (pardon  if  I  exceed  the 
liberties  of  this  column)  copies  of  the  issue  in  which 
it  appeared  directed  to  the  hundred  and  more 
county,  town,  and  city  newspapers  in  Scotland, 
with  some  such  legend  "please  copy  and 
comment  upon  " — much  might  be  efl'ected  in  mitiga- 
tion, if  not  of  cure,  of  this  crying  grievance  of 
poaching,  and  at  the  same  time  bring  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  its  aims  more  within  the  ken  of  the 
angling  public. — Youis  truly,  Skepticus. 

Glasgow. 

[If  friend  "Skepticus"  and  other  anglers  will 
kindly  send  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  anglets 
who  do  not  know  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  shall  be 
greatly  obliged  and  glad  to  send  specimen  copies. 
—Ed.] 


THE  NOTTINGHAM  STYLE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Commoner's"  letter 
of  Dec.  17,  Nottingham  style  of  fishing  simply 
means  casting  off  the  reel,  not  shooting  the  line 
through  the  rings  or  tight- lining.  Any  water,  shallow 
or  deep,  can  be  fished  in  the  Notts  style,  and  at  any 
season  of  the  year.  The  great  advantage  is,  you 
are  able  to  make  long  casts  and  fish  far  away,  much 
more  so  than  in  the  Lea  style ;  at  the  same  time 
you  require  a  larger  float  and  extra  weight  than 
with  a  tight  line.  He  complains  of  his  float  being 
pulled  flat  on  the  water.  No  doubt  the  weight  of 
water  in  the  line  is  the  cause  of  that,  for  he  says 
when  it  gats  near  the  bank  it  cocks  properly.  It  is 
impossible  to  swim  the  float  in  tight-lining  or  Lea 
style  unless  you  follow  the  stream  by  walking. 
When  fishing  a  fast  current  he  should  use  rather  a 
large  float  not  weiahted  too  much,  and  a  very  free 
reel,  then  I  think  he  will  be  happy.  At  all  times 
cast  of?  the  reel,  more  particularly  in  pike  fishing. 
Shooting  the  line  through  the  rings  is  anything  but 
business-like,  and  often  tries  the  temper  even  of 
a  parson.  Heavy  chub  require  strong  tackle.: — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Smith. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


I  MUST  thank  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  Christmas  cards  and  kindly  greetings.  May 
tbey  all  lose  their  second  best  fish  of  the  season. 
They  will  think  more  of  it  than  the  captm-e  of  the 
best — a  lost  great  fish  is  really  a  more  valuable 
possession  than  the  biggest  safely  landed.  It 
lingers  far  longer  in  the  memory,  and  with  that 
kind  of  regret,  too,  which  is  tinged  with  deUght. 


America  and  the  Fisheries,  Naval  and 
Shipping  Exhibition. 
Mr.-  Batten,  of  Forest  and  Stream,  gives  a  very 
pleasant  account  in  his  paper  of  his  visit  to 
England,  and  as  we  are  to  have,  I  hope,  another 
Fly  Casting  Tournament  in  connection  with  the 
great  exhibition  at  Earl's  Court  next  summer, 
perhaps  he  may  be  induced  to  come  over  again  and 
bring  with  him  some  American  anglers  who  are 
expert  in  American  methods  of  casting.  I  went  to 
Earl's  Court  the  other  day  to  have  a  look  at  the 
ornamental  water  with  Mr.  Hartley,  and  I  shall  be 
disappointed  if  we  do  not  have  the  best  place  for  a 
fly-casting  competition  that  we  ever  have  had. 
The  space  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  the 
fishing  tackle  exhibits,  loan  collections  of  stuffed 
fish,  fish-pasees,  fish  pictures,  etc.,  is  close  to  the 
water,  and,  as  Mr.  Hartley  pointed  out,  anyone  who 
takes  a  fancy  to  the  action  of  a  rod  can  at  once 
give  it  a  practical  test  before  purchasing  it.  Mr. 
Wm.  Senior,  editor  of  the  Field,  is,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  interesting  himself  in  this  affair,  and  has 
already  obtained  promises  that  fine  club  and 
private  collections  of  fish  will  be  lent  to  the 
committee,  who  will  insure,  collect,  take  care  of, 
and  return  free  of  charge  all  loan  collections  which 
they  accept  for  exhibitionj 

The  Exhibit  of  Specimen  Fish. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  names  and  addresses 
of  anglers  and  clubs  passessing  well-preserved 
specimen  fish  which  they  will  lend  to  help  to  make 
the  fishing  section  of  the  exhibition  a  success. 
Particulars  of  the  weights,  etc.,  should  be  sent,  and 
whether  the  fish  are  "for  competition"  or  "not for 
competition."    As  example  is  better  than  precept, 


I  hope  to  show  a  few  cases  in  the  "not  for  com- 
petition" class  myself,  and  one  or  two  pictures. 

Why  this  Exhibition  is  Going  to  be  a 
Great  Success. 
The  Naval,  Shipping  and  Fisheries  Exhibition, 
which  will  open  in  May  next,  is  certain  to  be  a 
great  success  for  very  good  reasons.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  to  be  at  Earl's  Court  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  London  Exhibitions,  Limited,  who 
have,  I  beh'eve,  never  had  a  failure;  Then  the 
hon;  secretaries  are  Admiral  Sir  Albert  Hastings 
Markham,  K.C.B.,  who  planted  the  British  flag 
nearer  to  the  North  Pole  than  it  or  any  other  flag 
had  been  planted  before,  and  Sir  Arthur  Trendell, 
O.M.G.,  who  contributed  so  greatly  to  the  success 
of  the  Great  International  Fisheries  Exhibition  of 
1883,  and  those  which  followed  it.  It  is  certain 
that  Admiral  Markham  will  see  to  it  that  the 
Exhibition,  as  far  as  it  concerns  the  Royal  Navy, 
will  be  worthy  of  that  great  force  which  surrounds 
us,  supports  us,  and  is  as  vital  to  our  existence  as  the 
food  we  eat  or  the  air  we  breathe.  We  ought  to  help  to 
make  this  exhibition  an  immense  success  if  for  no 
other  reason  than  for  the  all-sufl5cient  one  that  it  will 
help  to  impress  on  our  people  the  fact  that  the 
British  fleet,  which  floats  on  the  empire's  breast 
nearest  and  dearest  to  its  heart,  is  also  its  first  and 
last  defence.  The  navy  is  as  popular  as  sunshine, 
and  in  conjunction  with  it  we  shall  see  our  mercan- 
tile marine  and  fishing  industries  admirably  repre- 
sented ;  and  we  may  surely  consider  it  an  honour 
that  the  sport  of  angling  is  to  stand  side  by  side 
with  the  greatest  war  navy  and  the  greatest  peace 
navy  in  the  world; 

The  Fleet  the  Nation's  Dam. 
Our  fleet  cannot  be  too  strong,  because  it  is  all 
which  stands  between  us  and  starvation  and  ruin ; 
it  is  the  biggest  dam  in  the  world.    Neglect  of  the 
nation's  dam  will  spell  dam- nation. 

Why  the  British  Navy  is  always  Ready. 

That  our  navy  is  always  ready  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  so  many  of  the  officers  and  men  are  anglers — 
every  week  the  Fishing  Gazette  goes  to  subscribers 
on  board  our  ships  of  war  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
— this  accounts  for  their  always  being  ready  to 
strike,  and  in  a  state  of  effishiency  which  is  the 
admiration  of  the  world.  Here  is  French  testimony : 
"  Commander  Howell,  of  the  English  Navy,  caught 
off  his  own  hook  twenty-two  fish  weighing  5231b. 
in  seven  days  in  the  Indian  Ocean."  The  fish 
included  bonito,  dolphin,  and  kingfish,  and  appear 
to  have  been  caught  in  the  intervals  of  executing 
fleet  tactics: 

How  AN  American  Warship  got  Fresh  Fish. 
The  crew  of  the  United  States  training-ship 
Topeka  recently  obtained  a  supply  of  fresh  fish  in 
a  peculiar  manner.  The  vessel  was  sent  out  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  a  dangerous  wreck  off  the 
coast  of  South  Carolina.  Three  spars  were  visible 
in  twenty  fathoms  of  water,  and  a  dynamite  charge 
was  lowered  near  each  and  exploded  by  electricity; 
The  spars  were  thrown  out  of  the  water,  and  tons 
of  fish  were  killed,  which  afforded  the  crew  a  welcome 
change  of  diet  for  some  days. 

Peche  a  la  Pompe. 

Our  ever-interesting  French  contemporary  Le 
Pecheur  tells  us  that  the  little  town  of  Domessin, 
Canton  de  Pont  de  Beauvoisin,  is  lamenting  the  loss 
of  the  chief  of  its  Fire  Brigade.  M.  BerthoUer  is  not 
dead  but  pumped  out;  Not  being  able  with  his 
rod  and  line  to  catch  the  tench  he  so  much 
coveted,  he  set  about  to  pump  out  the  holes  con- 
taining the  fish  with  his  fire  engine.  The  work  was 
arduous,  night  fell  on  his  unfinished  labours,  and 
on  going  to  complete  them  next  morning  he  found 
his  engine  gone — stolen.  The  fish  were  saved,  but 
Domessin  mourns  the  chef  de  ses  sapeurs -pompiers 
— pumped  out  for  poaching. 

"Petites  Annonces'' 

Here  are  some  interesting  little  advertisements 
from  Le  Pecheur : — 

"  Les  Enfants  de.  la  Gaule,  marche  des 

pecheurs  a  la  ligne,  paroles  de  A;  Lallement, 
musique  de  Marius  Millot,  chef  de  musique  du  37' 
de  ligne,  chevalier  de  la  Legion  d'honneur.  En 
vente:  i'l  Paris,  Aux  Chansons  de  Trianon,  66,  pas- 
sage Brady,  et  chez  MM.  Bourdon  et  Benoit,  28, 
quai  du  Louvre ;  —  a  Nancy,  chez  I'editeur  Dupont- 
Metzner,  7,  rue  Gambetta.  —  Prix :  1  fr.  65. 

"Chosesde  Chasse,  le  nouveau  volume  de  plein 
air  de  Jean  Manoee,   vient  de   paraitre  chez 


I'editeur  Emile  Nourry,  11,  rue  des  Saints-Peres,- 
Paris.  Nous  ne  doutons  pas  qu'il  obtienne  le 
succes  auquel  est  accoutume  I'auteur; 

"  Aux  Chansons  de  Trianon,  66,  passage 

Brady,  Paris;  CEuvres  du  poete-chansonnier 
Edmond  Teulet; 

 Chateau  de  construction  recente  a  vendre, 

sur  la  ligne  de  Saint-Germain-des-Fosses  a  Arlanc, 
par  Vichy  (rives  do  la  Dore).  Pare  accidente,  et 
tres  boise,  de  35  hectares  environ.  Installation  et 
confort  modernes,  bel  ameublement,  67  pieces, 
vastes  dcpendances,  vue  splendide,  environs  tres 
boises.  S'adresser  il  M.  G.  Bordes,  notaire,  a  Thiers 
(Puy-de-D6me); 

"  ■  Fontainebleau:    Location  bel  hotel  epoque 

Louis  XVI,  cheminees  marbre  et  pierre  authentiques; 
S'adresser  M""  V  Adam  Salomon,  Fontaine- 
bleau.-J 

But  for  its  second  title  one  might  be  excused  for 
supposing  that  Les  Enfants  de  la  Gaule  meant  the 
children  of  France  instead  of  "  Knights  of  the  Rod." 
Some  one  who  can  sing  a  French  song  should  get 
a  copy  of  this  "Anglers'  March"-  as  a  novel  item 
for  one  of  our  smoking  angUng  concerts.  That 
chateau  on  the  banks  of  the  Dore  is  as  attractive 
as  the  proverbial  castle  in  Spain,  but  in  an  angling 
paper  one  would  have  supposed  that  Madame  the 
Widow  Adam  Salomon  would  have  found  it  better 
to  advertise  the  attractions  of  the  famous  carp  of 
Fontainebleau  than  "  cheminees  marbre  et  pierre 
authentiques,'^  although  I  fear  the  carp  are  no  longer 
the  authentic  fish  of  the  time  of  Louis  XVI. 


The  Record  Lobster. 

The  Hon;  Daniel  B.  Fearing  sends  the  following 
particulars  of  a  giant  lobster  caught  off  the  coast 
of  Maine  in  the  first  week  of  December;  The  New 
York  Tribune  says: — 

"  Measured  from  the  tip  of  the  claws  to  the  end 
of  the  tail,  the  lobster  is  a  fraction  over  45in.,  or 
3ft.  9in;  Across  the  back  it  measures  7in.,  and  the 
body  measures  the  same  in  thickness.  The  large 
claws  are  15in.  long  from  the  tip  to  the  joints  that 
connect  them  with  the  body,  and  these  joints  are 
2in.  in  length,  making  the  claws  from  the  body  to 
the  tip  36in;  The  large  blunt  claw  measures  Sin. 
from  side  to  side,  and,  extended,  the  two  claws 
could  easily  embrace  a  good-sized  man.  Beyond 
the  head  feelers  21in;  long  extend,  in  thickness 
diminishing  from  the  size  of  a  lead  pencil  at  the 
head  to  that  of  a  knitting  needle  at  the  point;  It 
weighs  36^1b.,  and  is  said  to  be  the  largest  ever 
caught,'J 

Diaries  for  1905. 

When  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  want  to 
get  the  perfection  of  material  and  arrangement  in 
a  Diary  I  can,  from  many  years'  experience,  advise 
them  to  ask  to  see  the  varied  and  charming  series 
in  all  sizes  published  by  Messrs.  John  Walker  and 
Go;,  Ltd.,  and  for  sale  by  all  stationers  and  book- 
sellers. The  best  plan  is  to  buy  one  with  a  best 
leather  case,  and  then  replace  the  diary  yearly. 
The  case  has  pockets,  which  I  find  very  useful  for 
keeping  a  few  flies  and  some  good  gut; 

R.  B.  Marston. 


A  NOVEMBER  OUTING. 
By  i' Halcyon,'' 

We  looked  rather  an  extensive  party  as  we 
derailed  at  Tanfield  Station  one  bright,  frosty 
morning  during  last  month,  and  exchanged  greet- 
ings with  Sturdy,  the  club's  river  wateher ;  first 
and  foremost  there  was  "the  Doctor,"  most  genial 
of  companions,  then  came  that  good  old  veteran 
angler,  George  Allenby,  Fred  Marris,  stalwart  of 
limb  and  body,  friend  Mitchell,  and  your  humble 
servant.  Sturdy's  opinion  was  that  we  should  do 
well;  the  river  had  come  down,  he  said,  on  the 
previous  Saturday,  but  was  now  running  in, 
and  most  certainly  the  weather  was  in  our 
favour,  the  only  other  desideratum  being  that 
the  grayling  were  in  an  accommodating  humour. 
A  walk  of  a  few  minutes  brought  us  from 
the  station  to  that  most  comfortable  of  hostel- 
ries  the  Bruce  Arms.  Here  we  donned  our 
waders,  drank  success  to  the  day,  and  arranged 
our  respective  beats ;  finally,  it  was  arranged  that 
the  Doctor  and  I  fish  below  the  bridge,  and  the 
rest  of  the  party  above.  I  commenced  operations 
in  the  stream  below  the  bridge,  and  upon  entering 
the  water  I  saw  that  it  was  what  we  term  in  York- 
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shire  "a  ling  -water" — namely,  tinged  a  brownish 
colour  from  the  moorlands,  and  when  in  that  state 
the  fish  will  seldom  take  any  bait  readily  ;  however, 
I  made  a  start  with  cockspur  worm,  and  soon  was 
busily  engaged  in  playing  out  a  ^Ib.  trout,  which 
was  duly  returned  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
A  second  speedily  followed,  and  then  a  couple  of 
large  samlets,  but  these  were  not  grayling,  and  as 
I  knew  from  long  experience  that  the  stream  in  ques- 
tion held  plenty  of  the  latter  fish,  I  quite  recognised 
the  fact  that  they  were  "not  on. '2  At  last,  after 
fishing  for  an  hour,  just  at  the  end  of  the  "swim  "  I 
hooked  a  good  one,  which,  to  my  greatdisgust,  retired 
at  the  sight  of  the  landing-net.  Wading  ashore  I 
called  at  the  Bruce  Arms,  had  a  mug  of  hot  mulled 
ale,  and  set  oS  down-stream  to  find  the  Doctor. 
I  came  up  to  him  just  above  the  old  water-mill,  which 
will  always  be  associated  with  the  name  of  Jno. 
Jackson,  and  found  that  his  experiences  had  been 
similar  to  my  own.  Just  after  I  basketed  my  first 
grayling,  and  left  him  fishing  in  a  grand  swim  below 
the  wooden  bridge.  I  now  had  a  walk  of  about 
half  an  hour  previous  to  reaching  the  next  stream, 
which  is  a  favourite  one  of  mine,  and  in  it  at  the 
very  first  swim  down  I  hooked  a  Jib.  grayling  and 
landed  it;  in  a  very  short  time  I  basketed  other 
four,  all  about  the  same  size  and  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition ;  this  looked  more  encouraging,  and  I  hastened 
to  the  next  stream,  which  I  knew  was  a  good  one, 
but  although  I  gave  it  a  good  trial,  three  was  the 
utmost  that  I  could  extract  out  of  it,  so  back  I 
came  and  recommenced  fishing  the  place  out  of 
which  I  had  already  caught  five.  It  was  now  about 
2.30,  and  the  river  had  assumed  that  leaden 
hue  which  makes  it  very  difficult  for  an  angler 
to  see  his  float  sufficiently  well  to  enable 
him  to  detect  the  delicate  bite  of  a  grayling  ; 
during  the  ordinary  daylight  I  always  use  a  red- 
capped  float,  but  when  the  half  Hght  mentioned 
above  comes  on  I  substitute  a  white-topped  one, 
which  I  can  distinguish  far  better.  I  ought  here 
to  state  that  after  catching  the  first  fish  with  gilt 
tail  I  took  to  the  maggot,  and  found  that  the  fish 
preferred  it.  Up  to  then  the  sky  had  been  perfectly 
clear,  and  within  ten  minutes  after  my  arrival 
back  at  the  old  spot  I  had  added  other  three  to 
my  creel,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  as  it 
often  is  the  case  during  the  last  two  hours 
of  a  winter's  day,  the  fish  were  coming  on  in 
earnest.  Many  a  time  have  I  converted  a 
light  basket  into  a  heavy  one  during  that 
period,  and  I  had  braced  myself  up  to  make 
as  much  as  I  could  out  of  the  opportunity,  when 
suddenly  the  scene  changed,  the  sky  became  over- 
cast, large  snowflakes  began  to  fall,  and  within 
twenty  minutes  I  was  confronted  with  a  perfect 
blizzard.  Talk  about  seeing  your  float — I  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  river,  and  it  took  me  all  my  time  to  get 
ashore.  I  then  packed  up  and  set  oS  on  a  two-mile 
walk  to  the  Bruce  Arms  ;  the  wind  beat  the  sharp 
particles  of  frozen  snow  direct  into  my  face,  and  as 
a  portion  of  the  return  journey  was  along  the  edge 
of  a  ploughed  field  on  my  right,  and  a  precipitous 
bank  skirting  the  river  on  my  left,  my  pro- 
gress was  necessarily  slow ;  at  length  I  reached 
the  main  road,  and  could  just  distinguish  two 
figures  plodding  on  in  front  of  me;  just  at  the 
entrance  to  the  village  is  a  little  inn  called  the 
Waggon  and  Horses,  and  as  I  was  passing  it  I 
heard  a  violent  knocking  at  the  window,  and  on 
raising  my  head  I  saw  the  Doctor  beckoning  to  me. 
Entering  the  sanded  kitchen  I  foimd  him  and 
Sturdy,  white  with  snOw,  awaiting  my  arrival,  for 
they  had  seen  me  following  them  up  the  road.  A 
bottle  of  Bass,  and  then  onwards  to  a  blazing  fire 
which  awaited  us  at  the  Bruce.  Fred  Harris  was 
ensconced  in  a  warm  corner  of  the  cosy  little  bar 
when  we  entered,  beaming  of  countenance,  and  a 
steaming  glass  of  Buchanan  at  his  elbow.  He  was 
brimful  of  recitals.  I  may  say  that  it  was  the  first 
occasion  that  he  had  ever  donned  waders,  and 
narrated  hair-breadth  escapes  from  landing  on  his 
back,  to  say  nothing  about  going  overhead,  at  which 
I  was  not  at  all  astonished,  as  the  bed  of  the  Yore  at 
Tanfield  is  an  eminently  dangerous  one.  His  catch 
consisted  of  one  good  grayling  and  a  brace  of 
chub.  The  next  to  arrive  was  Mitchell,  with  five 
grayling  and  six  dace,  while  last,  but  by  no  means 
least,  in  walked  George  Allenby,  looking  for  all  the 
world  hke  old  Father  Christmas;  he  had  four 
grayling  and  eight  dace.  It  did  not  take  very 
long  for  us  to  divest  ourselves  of  our  waders,  and 
soon  after  that  we  were  sat  down  to  a  good  sub- 
stantial dinner,  in  which  a  large  crop  of  beef,  a 
brace  of  plieasants,  and  an  apple  Charlotte  played  ! 


a  by  no  means  unimportant  part.  One  thing 
all  of  us  had  noticed.  Close  to  the  church  is 
a  pretty  httle  house  called  the  Chantry,  and  on 
the  garden  wall  is  a  climbing  rose  tree.  The  snow 
had  drifted  in  that  direction  and  almost  covered 
the  branches  of  this  tree,  but  from  that  pure  white 
background  there  peeped  out  one  solitary  rose 
blossom — verily,  the  last  rose  of  summer.  After 
dinner  was  over,  the  Doctor  and  Mitchell  decided 
to  stay  overnight,  and  to  get  to  work  first  thing  in 
the  morning,  so  they  set  us  up  to  the  station. 
The  snow  had  ceased  to  fall,  and  the  stars  twinkled 
brightly  in  the  clear,  dark  blue  skyabove  as  we  walked 
up  the  little  lane.  Around  everything  was  covered 
with  a  pure  white  mantle,  a  wide  contrast  to  the 
black  slush  that  met  our  gaze  outside  the  station 
at  Leeds.  We  just  called  in  at  Host  Royston's 
to  show  our  fish,  and  then  home,  all  of  us  agreeing 
that  even  with  the  blizzard  thrown  in  our  November 
outing  had  been  a  very  pleasant  one. 


CHRISTMAS  EVE  AT  THE 
DEVIL'S  BRIDGE. 


There  are  many  Devil's  Bridges  in  England, 
more  particularly  in  the  North;  but  the  one  I 
know  best  spans  the  Yore  about  a  mile  east  of  the 
ruins  of  the  Abbey  of  Jervaux,  which,  we  are  told, 
had  its  beginning  about  11.56,  where  Peter  de 
Quincy,  a  monk  of  Savigny  in  Normandy,  with 
twelve  other  monks,  soon  added  to  their  number, 
and  with  the  aid  of  the  then  "  Great  Earl  of 
Richmond "  and  succeeding  Earls  of  Richmond 
the  result  was  a  magnificent  pile  of  buildings, 
and  the  monks  did  much  towards  improving  the 
world  until  1538,  when  it  was  demolished.  The 
ruins  continued  uncared  for  and  neglected  until 
1805,  when  the  then  Lord  of  the  Manor,  Thomas 
Bruce  Brundel  Bruce,  first  Earl  of  Ailesbury, 
directed  the  whole  site  of  the  abbey  to  be  explored, 
thoroughly  put  in  order,  and  cleaned  out.  Since 
then  the  succeeding  owners  of  this  splendid  estate, 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Yore,  have  kept 
what  is  left  of  the  abbey  in  as  careful  state  of 
preservation  as  possible,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
know  that  the  abbey  even  in  its  ruins  is  still  doing 
good,  for  the  charge  made  to  the  hundreds  of 
pilgrims  who  visit  them  every  summer  is  annually 
handed  over  to  assist  suffering  humanity  at  one  of 
the  Leeds  hospitals.  There  is  no  monastic  ruin  in 
our  country  which  presents  so  complete  a  ground 
plan  as  Jervaux,  or  one  that  could  have 
been  more  beautifully  placed,  and  I  never 
saw  it  to  better  advantage  than  I  did  last 
Saturday  on  my  way  through  the  park  to  the 
Devil's  Bridge,  for  the  walls,  the  ivy,  all  the 
evergreen  plants,  every  blade  of  grass  and  the 
surrounding  trees  were  thickly  covered  with  virgin 
white  hoar  frost,  and  with  the  winter  sun  shining 
on  the  fairy-like  scene  it  was  indeed  something  to 
remember,  and  if  it  could  have  been  reproduced 
would  have  made  the  fortune  of  an  artist. 

I  reached  Kilgrim  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  I 
was  soon  convinced  that  superstition  is  not  yet 
quite  a  thing  of  the  past,  for  an  old  man  I  met  on 
the  bridge  had  evidently  a  shy  belief  in  the  legend 
that  the  substantial  bridge  we  were  standing  on 
was  due  to  Satanic  agency,  or  be  was  quietly 
"  having  me.'-  The  fact  that  the  substantial 
bridge  was  "  one  stone  short '-  of  completion  was 
pointed  out,  and  "  no  one  up  to  now  has  had  the 
temerity  to  complete  the  work  not  quite  finished 
by  his  sable  majesty."  The  legend  is  similar  to 
that  of  Aix-la-Ghapelle,  and  I  can  readily  beUeve, 
before  the  present  one  was  erected,  many  previ- 
ously built  here  had  been  swept  away  by  the  fury 
of  the  floods,  for  at  times  the  country  around  is 
flooded  for  miles,  but,  so  the  legend  runs,  what 
human  agency  failed  to  accomplish,  the  devil  took 
in  hand.  The  contract  was  that  the  bridge  was  to 
be  erected  and  completed  in  a  single  night,  and 
that  the  first  living  creature  that  passed  over  it 
should  fall  a  sacrifice  to  his  satanic  majesty ;  the 
dalesmen  had  evidently  failed  to  observe  that  the 
structure  was  not  quite  completed,  as  stated  above, 
and  they,  after  much  consideration,  singled  out  a 
shepherd  who  was  thought  to  be  a  "softie."  The 
sequel,  however,  shows  he  was  not  so  "daft"  as 
generally  supposed,  for  the  "victim"  (?),  having 
first  swum  across  the  river,  whistled  to  his  dog 
Grim.  Poor  Grim  quickly  answered  the  call  and 
bounded  across  the  bridge,  and  the  evil  one  at 
once  disappeared  with  him,  and  the  bridge  to  this 
day  is  called  Kil  Grim,  or  Kilgrinj  Bridge. 


A  glance  at  the  river,  which  after  a  week's  frost 
was  low  and.  as  clear  as  crystal,  convinced  me  that 
if  I  was  to  return  home  with  a  decent  dish  of 
grayling  for  Christmas  day's  breakfast,  I  must  fish 
fine  and  far  off,  and  with  no  ripple  on  the  water  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  energy  to  angle  anywhere  but 
in  the  deepest  streams,  and  knowing  one  that 
answered  that  description  about  half  a  mile  east 
of  the  bridge,  I  walked  down  to  it;  On  my 
way  I  passed  "  Squirrel  Dub,'J  a  haunt  of 
pike,  chub,  etc.,  in  which  any  angler  fishing 
live  bait  or  pith  and  brains  could  profitably 
spend  a  whole  day.  I  was,  however,  intent  on 
catching  handsomer  and  pluckier  game.  I  soon 
reached  my  destination,  and  mounted  my  very 
finest  tapered  gut  cast  with  a  No.  8  crank  shank 
hook  with  one  shot  and  a  small  round  cork  float 
with  a  shotted  quill.  Thus  equipped,  with  the 
aid  of  a  fine  line  and  my  favourite  split-cane  rod, 
I  was  able  to  throw  far  enough  in  front  or  across 
to  win  a  prize  in  a  bait-casting  competition.  The 
little  red  float  soon  went  under,  but  I  failed  to 
hook  my  fish.  This  being  repeated  several  times 
I  decided  to  try  other  means  to  circumvent  SuItuo 
thymallus,  and  changed  the  hook  so  named— a 
cynical  non-angling  friend  says  because  "  none  but 
cranks  use  it" — for  No.  12  Pennell  worm  tackle  on 
5x  gut.  The  change  proved  effectual,  for  there 
was  soon  a  flash  like  a  bar  of  burnished  silver  in 
the  water,  and  a  |lb.  grayling  was  in  due  course 
in  the  pannier.  Five  other  nice  fish  soon  kept  him 
company,  and  having  spent  a  reasonable  time 
here  I  retraced  my  steps  to  the  bridge  stream, 
always  a  sure  find.  Two  imps,  evidently  home 
from  school  for  the  holidays,  wer*"  looking  over  the 
bridge,  and  the  rush  of  water  through  it  did  not 
prevent  me  hearing  one  B&y  to  the  other,  "  What  s 
fool  fishing  in  winter  ! "  I  was  soon  fast  in  a  good 
fish  of  some  kind — long  enough  before  I  got  him 
into  the  net  I  saw  he  was  a  trout ;  after  examina- 
tion and  marking  for  future  identification,  if 
possible,  I  returned  him  and  heard  one  of  the  lads 
exclaim,  "  Ay,  but  he's  a  queer  'un,  he  catches  fish, 
nicks  'em,  and  then  puts  'em  back  into  the  watter!  "• 
I  picked  up  a  brace  more  grayling  here,  and  then 
decided  on  lunch,  placed  my  rod  over  a  branch  and 
let  the  bait  have  its  own  sweet  way  in  the  river.  I 
was  half  way  through  Mrs.  Miller's  excellent 
sandwiches,  when  "  whir  "  went  the  reel ;  I  dropped 
the  package  of  eatables  and  got  down  to  the  water 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  quickly  found  I  had  hooked 
something  bigger  than  a  grayling,  and  after  five 
minutes'  play  landed  a  chub  of  some  41b.  While 
landing  the  chub,  one  of  Grim's  descendants  in  the 
shape  of  a  hungry  cur,  in  spite  of  the  shepherd's 
frantic  yells  of  "  Hither  a  hint,"  swooped  down 
and  wolfed  the  remainder  of  my  repast — paper, 
string,  and  all !  A  robin  dined  on  the  crumbs,  and 
a  pipe  of  "  Craven  "  was  my  solace.  Unwilling  to 
encumber  myself  with  4lb.  weight  of  "chevin,"  as 
the  natives  call  this  "  disappointing  fish  from  a 
culinary  point  of  view,"  although  he  had  shown 
me  good  sport  and  was  a  handsome  specimen  of 
his  kind,  I  shouted  to  the  two  lads,  who  by  this  time 
were  a  field  away  busy  despoiling  a  scarlet  berried 
holly  of  its  branches.  They  quickly  answered  my 
call,  and  hurried  off  with  their  prize,  more  than 
ever  convinced,  judging  by  their  looks,  that  I  was 
"dotty."  I  had  no  time  to  lose  now,  and  in  a 
brisk  walk  of  two  or  three  hundred  yards  I  was 
once  more  at  some  capital  grayling  swims  adding 
a  fish  here  and  there  to  my  creel,  and  it  was  plenty 
heavy  enough  long  before  1  reached  Danby  Mills, 
when  the  sun  dipped  behind  Witton  Fell,  and  my 
last  brace  of  grayhng  took  a  lot  of  landing,  for  I 
was  unable  to  reel  up  the  Une  through  the  frozen 
rings  of  the  rod.  I  therefore  left  the  remainder 
of  the  day's  fishing  to  a  couple  of  herons  I  saw 
hovering  over  one  of  the  Jervaux  lengths  of  the 
river.  On  the  road  I  was  overtaken  by  a  waggonette 
load  of  shooting  friends,  and  an  exchange  of  fish, 
fowl,  and  seasonable  provender  took  place,  and  with 
"Sorry  we  are  so  full  up,  and  cannot  give  you 
a  ride,  old  fellow,"  they  leave  me  to  trudge  on,  and 
I  soon  reach  home  and  unload  thirteen  fish  and 
a  brace  of  birds,  thoroughly  satisfied  with  my 
Christmas  Eve's  sport  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Devil's  Bridge.  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


"Bait  Fishing  for  Grayling"  and  "A  Dry-Fly 
Purist's  Advic3  to  a  Beginner"  are  the  titles  of  the 
angling  articles  in  Baily's  Majazine  for  January. 


December  31,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


477 


YOEKSHIRE  COARSE  FISHING 
EESOETS. 
By  "  Baz,'.: 


{Continued  from  page  452.) 
Havinq  considered  the  Derwent,  we  will  now 
turn  our  attention  to  the  Swale  and  Ure,  or  Yore 
as  it  is  often  called.  The  upper  reaches  of  these 
rivers  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  likely  to  be 
remimerative  to  the  coarse  fisher,  for  in  preserving 
them  for  trout  and  grayling  the  *'  flyman  '•'  takes 
good  care  to  keep  down  the  head  of  dace  and  chub 
by  every  means  possible,  as  the  latter  undoubtedly 
gobble  up  large  quantities  of  feed  which  should  go 
to  fattening  their  speckled  relatives.  Baby  trout, 
too,  provide  a  bonne  bouchee,  for  which  a  special 
corner  is  reserved  in  the  chub's  gastronomical 
apparatus. 

Perhaps  the  only  spot  worth  a  visit  is  Cover 
Bridge.  The  nearest  station  is  Spennithorne,  but 
it  is  more  economical  to  book  anglers  to  Leybum, 
and  ahght  at  the  former  place.  By  staying  at  the 
Cover  Bridge  Hotel  it  is  possible  to  fish  some 
lengths  of  water  teeming  with  grayling,  trout,  dace, 
and  chub.  Owing  to  the  expense,  however — there 
is  very  little  left  out  of  a  sovereign  after  a  couple 
of  days'  fishing — it  is  not  patronised  to  any  great 
extent  by  fishermen  from  the  West  Riding.' 

Ripon  is  unquestionably  the  best  centre  from 
which  to  fish  the  lower  portions  of  the  Swale  and 
Yore,    From  Ainderby  down  to  Sinderby  on  the 


former  stream  are  some  grand  dace  and  grayling 
swims,  where  Messrs.  J.  Pickersgill  and  J.  W. 
Graasham  have  met  with  conspicuous  success. 
There  are  stations  within  easy  reach  of  Ripon  at 
both  places.  Pickhill  would  be  a  more  convenient 
station  than  Sinderby  were  there  suitable  trains. 

(Jne  of  the  best  known  angling  resorts  is  Skipton 
Bridge,  some  two  or  three  miles  below  Sinderby. 
One  day  last  winter  I  spun  the  whole  of  this  part 
of  the  river,  searching  every  nook  and  comer 
thoroughly,  and  did  not  get  a  single  run.  Yet  I 
knew  that  there  were  pike  in  nearly  every  "slack." 
In  addition  to  pike,  roach,  chub,  barbel,  dace, 
perch,  gudgeon,  and  especially  "  Tommy '-  ruffs, 
are  plentiful.  The  right  bank  is  "  open  "  above  Skip- 
ton  Bridge,  whilst  anglers  are  at  hberty  to  fish  the 
left  bank  below  it.  A  short  time  ago  the  Leeds 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  approached  Mr. 
Robb,  the  riparian  owner,  with  a  view  to  renting 
and  stocking  the  water  from  Skipton  Bridge  to 
Gatton.  Mr.  Robb  declined  to  let  his  fiehing 
rights,  but  at  the  same  time  gave  permission  to 
the  society  for  any  of  its  members  to  fish  the  Swale 
from  hia  land  at  any  time^  Would  there  were 
more  gentlemen  of  the  sporting  calibre  of  Mr.  Robb 
among  our  landed  proprietors.  A  long  and  happy 
life  to  you,  sir!  An  "  All  England "  match,  which 
attracts  competitors  chiefly  from  the  northern 
(iountiea,  is   fished  annually  on  August  Bank 


Holiday  at  Skipton  Bridge,  the  nearest  station  to 
which  is  Baldersby,  twenty  minutes'  walk  away. 
The  roach  and  pike  fishing  from  the  bridge  down 
to  Gatton  and  TopcUffe  is  excellent.  Good  holes 
and  swims  are  so  much  in  evidence  that  it  would 
occupy  too  much  space  to  describe  them  all.  What 
I  consider  to  be  the  best  is  a  swim,  15ft.  or  16ft, 
deep,  in  the  field  adjoining  that  in  which  the 
blacksmith's  house  stands,  some  600  yards  below 
the  railway  bridge.  Visitors  will  receive  every 
attention  from  Mr.  Mountain,  the  blacksmith  to 
the  estate,  at  Gatton.  Between  the  latter  place 
and  Topcliffe  is  a  short  stretch  of  preserved  water. 


the  station  is  called  'Brafferton,  the  village  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Swale  is  known  as  Helperby.  At 
the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  fishermen  are  well  looked 
after,  whilst  information  can  be  obtained  concerning 
the  tenants  from  whom  it  is  necessary  to  get  per- 
mission to  fish  certain  lengths.  Should  the  angler 
be  desirous  of  securing  a  good-sized  chub  or  barbel 
he  cannot  do  better  than  cross  the  ferry  and  fish 
the  sand  bed  from  the  willow  garth  just  below  the 
village. 

Between  here  and  Mytonv  Mr.  Jj  A.  Moxon  has 
had  excellent  sport  among  the  roach,  whilst  Messrs^ 
Grassham,  pere  et  fila,  have  exacted  heavy  toll  from 


A  convenient  inn  at  which  to  stay  is  the  Busby 
Stoop,  ten  minutes'  walk  from  Topcliffe  Station. 
From  here  Topcliffe,  Skipton  Bridge,  Gatton,  and 
the  Wiske  are  all  within  easy  distance,  besides 
which  the  landlord's  charges  are  reasonable,  and 
his  mulled  ale  above  reproach.  This  part  of  the 
river  is  of  the  "late"  variety,  a  visit  before  the 
end  of  September  being  productive  as  a  rule  of 
nothing  beyond  disappointment  and  a  young  army 
of  gudgeon  and  "  Tommies.  "- 

Three  stations  are  available  for  the  Wiske — 
Topcliffe,  Otterington,  and  Newby  Wiske,  and 
permission  to  fish  certain  parts  is  easily  obtainable. 
The  Wiske  mouth  has  an  unpleasant  surprise  in 
store  for  those  of  the  angle  who  visit  it  for  the  first 


the  pike  on  numerous  occasions,  both  by  spinning 
and  live  baiting.  At  Myton  the  Swale  joins  issue 
with  the  Yore  to  form  the  Yorkshire  Ouse,  the 

Nab  End"  being  quite  a  favourite  spot. 

To  return  to  the  Ure — I  should  not  advise  the 
seeker  after  coarse  fish  to  go  higher  than  Ripoiu 
Here  the  Ripon  Glub  length  on  the  Yore  may  be 
fished  from  Hutton  Mil  Deeps  down  as  far  as 
Hewick  Bridge  on  the  purchase  of  a  23.  6d.  day 
ticket,  which  may  be  obtained  at  the  Station  Hotelj 
With  anything  approaching  a  bold  water,  trout, 
grayling,  chub,  dace,  and  perch  are  to  be  caught 
in  plenty,  whilst  there  is  also  a  fair  sprinkling  of 
big  jack.'  When  fishing  here  some  three  years  ago 
in  a  very  low  clear  water,  I  counted  a  dozen  chub 


Photu  by] 


Hewick  Bridge. 


IH.  Cook,  Ripon. 


time,  for  at  its  junction  with  the  Swale  it  is 
very  shallow  and  surrounded  with  sandy  and 
muddy  flats.  Higher  up  this  tributary  stream 
swarms  with  chub,  pike,  dace,  roach,  etc.,  but  no 
trout. 

Between  Topcliffe  and  Brafferton  two  smaller 
watercourses,  the  God  Beck  and  the  Gundall  Beck, 
join  the  parent  stream  from  the  left,  and  Thornton 
Beck  from  the  right.  The  mouth  of  the  last- 
named  is  a  little  paradise  when  a  heavy  freshet  is 
coming  down  Swale. 

The  river  at  Brafferton  contains  a  good  head  of 
barbel,  chub,  roach,  perch,  dace,  and  pike^  Whilst 


all  of  which  must  have  been  on  the  right  side  of 
4lb.,  lazily  basking  in  a  narrow  backwater.  Being 
unable  to  get  anywhere  near  them,  I  saved  bait 
and  probably  tackle,  and  emulated  the  immortal 
fox  of  grape  fame  by  reflecting  that  after  all  they 
were  no  good  for  the  table. 

A  short  distance  below  the  cathedral  city,  tho 
Skell  runs  in  from  the  right.  With  a  slight  fresh 
in,  the  corner  is  a  "bit  extra.'-  It  was  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hewick  Bridge — on  the  low  side  I 
beheve — that  Mr.  W.  H.  Grassham  captured  a  2^\h. 
perch  a  short  time  ago;  Apart  from  the  fishing, 
the  environs  of  Ripon  provide  the  tourist  with  tit« 
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bits  of  exquisite  scenery^  Should  the  angling  visitor 
find  the  water  low  and  clear,  and  the  fish  in  the 
sulks,  he  should  hie  him  away  to  Tanfield  and 
Hackfall,  or  toddle  off  on  a  four  miles'  tramp  to 
Foimtains  Abbey,  and  he  will  not  regret  having 
left  the  finny  denizens  of  the  pellucid  stream  to 
their  own  devices. 

A  good  length  of  the  same  river  at  Bishop- 
monkton,  and  one  favoured  by  Leeds  anglers, 
may  be  fished  on  payment  of  6d.  a  day.  Tickets 
are  obtainable  at  the  "middle"  house,  and  all  four 
hotels  are  good.  The  "Fly  in  the  Amber"  is  a 
wearying  walk  of  between  three  and  four  miles 
from  Wormald  Green  Station  to  the  fishing  ground. 

As  most  of  the  water  in  this  neighbourhood  is 
preserved  by  Lady  Vyner,  it  is  "  barred '-  to  the 
rank  and  file,  only  very  occasional  permits  being 
granted.' 

The  next  important  centre  is  Boroughbridge,  the 
Mecca  of  all  self-respecting  West  Riding  anglers. 
Visitors  will  find  comfortable  quarters  at  the 
Grantham  Arms,  quite  close  to  the  station  and 
river.  The  landlord  has  always  a  supply  of  creed 
malt  on  hand,  a  very  killing  bait  at  a  favourite 
roach  hole — the  brewery  dram  end.  A  wandering 
jack  will  occasionally  have  a  high  old  time  here 
for  a  short  period,  but  will  be  "taken  in"  and 
done  for  sooner  or  later.  One  of  151b.  was  cap- 
tured at  this  particular  spot  not  long  ago,  whilst 
others  of,  I  think,  221b.  and  19lb.  respectively 
surrendered  to  the  gaff  higher  up  the  river  less 
than  two  years  since.  (Who  caught  the  pike?) 
The  water  above  the  dam  is  dead  and  deep,  and 
harbours  very  little  besides  pike  and  perch.  Below 
the  weir,  however,  large-sized  grayling,  chub,  and 
barbel  are  found  in  good  numbers  in  the  stretch 
shown  in  the  sketch.  With  the  exception  of  one 
portion  known  as  the  Black  Hole,  a  few  yards 
below  the  bridge,  this  is  all  comparatively  shallow. 
From  this  "  Black  Hole '-  Mr.  J.  A.-  Moxon  has  two 
fine  barbel  of  91b.  each,  one  caught  in  1902  and  the 
other  in  1903.  The  canal  end  near  the  lochs  is  a 
favourite  place  for  pike,  especially  in  a  big  water, 
whilst  lower  down  are  numbers  of  good  roach  holes 
and  swims. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  form  a  local  club  and 
appropriate  the  water  a  short  time  ago,  but  the 
inhabitants  would  have  none  of  it,  and  conse- 
quently the  venture  fell  through. 

(To  he  continued.) 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  BROADLAND. 


Provided  that  severe  frost  does  not  set  in,  and 
the  waters  thereby  become  frozen,  from  now  to 
the  end  of  February  are  the  prime  times  to  fish  the 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Broads  for  pike.    Very  big 
fish  are  located  in  nearly  all  of  these  famous  fishing 
sheets  of  inland  waters,  and  particularly  those  such 
as  Heigham  Sounds,  Horsey  Mere,  Hickling,  Barton, 
and  Wroxham  Broads,  which,  being  reed-fringed 
and  weedy,  afford  fine  cover  for  the  fish.    At  times 
of  exceptionally  high  winter  tides  which  ascend  the 
river  Bure  from  Yarmouth,  the  salt  water  flows  to 
and  up  the  tributary  Thurne,  or  Hundred  stream, 
which  it  is  locally  termed,  and  reaches  even  to 
Heigham  Sounds  and  Whitesley  Mere,  famous 
resoits  for  big  pike.    At  such  times,  small  fish, 
pike  and  otherwise,  are  found  floating  dead  all  over 
the  Thurne  and  the  Broads  mentioned,  but  the 
heavy  fish  either  make  through  the  respective  dykes 
for  higher  waters,  Horsey  Mere  and  Hickling  Broad, 
or  are  unaffected  by  the  salt  water.    In  any  case, 
if  they  do  ascend,  tliey  return  soon  after  the  salt 
water  has  sufficiently  run  down,  for  they  are  again 
found  in  their  old  haunts.    For  Heigham  Sounds, 
Whitesley  Mere,  Horsey  Mere  and  Hickling  Broad, 
Potter  Heigham  Station,  some  12  miles  from  Yar- 
mouth, is  the  most  convenient,  as  from  Potter 
Heigham  Br.dge  the  sounds  may  be  reached  by  a 
row  of  about  a  mile,  whilst  Whitesley  adjoins,  and 
from  thence   another   mile   row  down  the  old 
Meadow  Dyke,  on  the  right-hand  side,  brings  the 
angler  to  Horsey  Mere,  and  a  like  distance  up 
the  dyke  on  the    left    of    Whitesley  reaches 
Hickling  Broad.    A  few  years  ago  some  splendid 
sport  was  had  with  big   pike,  up  to  23lb.,  on 
Heigham  Sounds,  and  recorded  at  the  time  in  the 
Fishing  Gazelle.    There  are  plenty  of  the  heavy 
fish  yet  to  be  found  here  and  also  on  Hickling, 
whilst  Horsey  is  a  famous  water  for  pike,  the  old 
saying,  "  Horsey  pike,  none  hke,"  being  a  pretty 
true  one.    Martham  and  Somerton  Broads,  com- 
paratively being  one  sheet  of  water,  merely  divided 


by  reeds,  are  not  suitable  for  big  pike,  being  very 
shallow.  These  waters  are  at  the  top  of  the  river 
Thurne.  Barton  Broad,  a  splendid  water  for  good 
pike,  is  easily  reached  from  Stalham,  a  station  a 
few  miles  above  Potter  Heigham,  and  if  the  angler 
be  lucky  enough  to  have  Mr.  Alma  Nicholls  as  his 
boatman  pilot  he  will  lack  of  no  information 
necessary  to  his  success.  Many  fine  captures  of 
good  pike  have  been  made  on  Barton  Broad 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  a  well-known  London 
angler  and  licensed  victualler.  Wroxham  Broad, 
a  large  sheet  of  water,  fringed  with  tall  reeds,  is 
another  favourite  one  for  good  pike,  and  is  reached 
by  an  easy  train  journey  from  Norwich  to  Wroxham. 
There  are  many  other  broads  holding  heavy  pike, 
but  they  are  mostly  strictly  private.  In  con  lusion, 
it  must  be  pointed  out  that  a  charge  of  one  shilling 
per  day  is  made  for  angling  on  Heigham  Sounds 
and  Whitesley  (covering  both),  HickUng  Broad, 
Martham  and  Somerton  Broads,  and  Wroxham 
Broad,  and  that  either  an  order  must  be  obtained 
from  the  proprietor  of  Horsey  Hall  for  the  mere  of 
that  name  or  payment  made.  Rowing-boats — 
which  cannot  possibly  be  done  without — may  be 
hired  at  Potter  Heigham,  Stalham,  or  Wroxham, 
as  low  as  two  shillings  per  day.  J.  D. 


FISH-HOOK  RELEASING  DEVICE. 


We  always  expect  a  fisherman  to  swear  that  his 
stories  are  true,  no  matter  how  large  the  fish  which 
just  escaped  being  caught,  and  we  can  almost 
forgive  the  angler  who  does  the  other  kind  of 
swearing  when  his  hook  gets  caught  in  a  sunken 
log  or  snag,  as  the  artist  has  depicted  in  the 


accompanying  illustration.  However,  theie  is  no 
cause  for  the  angler  at  the  other  end  of  this  line  to 
indulge  in  profanity  if  he  has  provided  himself 
with  the  little  fish-hook  releasing  device  which  has 
just  been  introduced  by  a  Michigan  inventor.  This 
is  probably  the  first  device  which  could  be  sent 
directly  to  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  it  will  accomplish  its  purpose. 
The  invention  consists  of  a  tubular  section  of  lead, 
with  a  cord  attached  to  raise  and  lower  it  on  the 
line,  and  it  is  obvious  that  if  the  fisherman  pulls 
the  tube  up  and  allows  it  to  drop  on  the  hook  a 
number  of  times  the  latter  will  be  driven  out  of 
the  snag  to  which  it  has  become  attached.  To 
permit  this  weight  to  be  slipped  over  the  line 
without  liability  of  becoming  detached  as  it  falls, 
the  slot  through  which  the  line  is  passed  is  in  the 
form  of  a  double  spiral,  making  it  easy  to  slip  the 
tube  on  the  line,  and  drop  it  down  until  it  strikes 
the  book. — Weekly  Budgets 

[The  editor  of  the  Weekly  Budget  has  kindly  lent 
me  the  illustration  of  this  new  form  of  Une  clearer. 
I  say  new  form  because  a  clearing  ring  is  one  of 
the  oldest  angling  implements.  A  bit  of  sheet  lead 
is  all  that  is  required  to  make  a  little  Une  clearer 
Uke  that  in  the  illustration. — Ed.] 


PRACTICAL  WINTER  FISHING. 


(Continued  from  page  463.) 

In  preparing  cheese-paste  for  the  hook  baits  it 
cannot  be  too  carefully  made.  Select  rich  old 
Cheshire  of  unctuous  quality,  then  crush  it 
thoroughly  on  a  clean  board;  when  completely 
soft  add  stale  crumb  of  bread — a  piece  the  size  of 
an  egg  is  sufficient  for  a  quarter-pound  of  cheese — 
moisten  the  crumb  thoroughly,  then  squeeze  it  dry. 


and  work  it  and  the  cheese  together  with  clean 
hands  into  a  stiff  mass,  and  when  finished  put  it  in 
a  damp  cloth  for  use.  For  baiting  the  "  triangle  "- 
hooks  take  a  piece  a  little  larger  than  a  thrush's 
egg  and  imbed  the  triangle  in  the  middle  of  the 
bait,  taking  care  just  to  cover  the  hook  points 
so  that  they  may  break  through  the  bait  and 
penetrate  the  chub's  leathery  mouth.  When  you 
have  hooked  a  fish  keep  it  away  from  roots 
and  submerged  obstructions,  which  strongholds  a 
hooked  chub  instantly  makes  for  with  the  speed 
of  a  rocket,  or  your  tackle  will  be  in  jeopardy, 
and  the  fish  may  escape,  to  alarm  the  others  in 
the  hole,  or  "  swim,"  in  which  case  it  is  as  well,  or 
better,  to  try  imdisturbed  water.  To  prepare 
greaves,  break  up  the  cake  and  put  it  in  any  old 
vessel,  with  just  enough  water  to  cover  it,  and  into 
a  slow  oven  to  simmer  until  soft ;  then  select  the 
whitest  and  tenderest  pieces  for  hook-baits,  and  use 
the  refuse  sparingly  for  ground-bait,  as  fish  soon 
sicken  of  it. 

Shrimps  at  certain  times  kill  chub  well ;  the  pink 
ones  are  best,  the  tails  of  them  to  be  shelled,  and 
one  placed  on  each  hook  of  the  "triangle." 
Another,  and  a  favourite  way  with  many  anglers,  is 
"long-corking'-'  for  chub,  either  from  the  river 
bank  or  from  a  punt.  By  this  method  thirty  or 
forty  yards,  or  even  a  longer  "swim,"  may  be 
fished.  The  rod  should  have  upright  rings, 
and  be  light  in  the  hand;  etiff,  but  springy. 
The  reel,  the  same  as  for  "  lege  ring,",  should 
contain  sixty  or  seventy  yards  of  fine  plaited 
Derby  silk  Ibie;  cable  laid,  that  is,  twist  lines 
kink  when  wet,  and  are  a  nuisance  to  the 
angler.  Let  the  gut  "  bottom "  be  carefully 
selected  stained  gut,  moderately  fine,  and  round, 
with  the  shots  equally  placed  along  its  length,  as 
the  line  hangs  much  more  true  and  straight  from 
the  float  than  when  they  are  placed  altogethei-. 
A  No.  6  or  No.  7  hook  is  the  best  size,  unless  a 
"  triangle  "  is  preferred ;  and  a  "  traveller '-'  float  is 
the  most  useful  where  the  bed  of  a  river  and  the 
water  varies  in  depth. 

If  the  reel  runs  smoothly  and  easily  in  its  action 
it  will  revolve  to  the  least  strain  on  the  line ; 
thirty  or  forty  yards  is  no  vmcommon  distance  to 
swim  down  the  bait,  from  river  bank  or  punt ;  the 
pressure  of  stream  on  the  float  will  draw  Une  off 
the  reel,  and  fish  may  be  hooked  anywhere  in  the 
swim  up  to  the  distance  stated. 

Among  the  best  baits  for  winter  fishing  is  "  pith  '-' 
— that  is,  the  spinal  marrow  of  a  bullock,  washed 
clean  in  cold  water  and  scalded,  the  outside  skin 
taken  off,  and  then  cut  up  into  inch  lengths  for  the 
hook.  Macaroni  stewed  in  milk  is  an  excellent 
substitute;  use  a  small  triangle  for  this, bait,  and 
to  put  it  on,  have  a  small  buckle-swivel  at  the  end 
of  your  trace  (Farlow's  swivels  answer  the  purpose 
well);  the  hook  gut  is  pushed  through  the  inch  of 
tube  macaroni  until  it  rests  on  the  triangle,  then 
the  loop  of  "  hook-Unk  is  sUpped  on  to  the  spring- 
catch  of  the  swivel.  An  inch  long  sUce  of  boiled 
tripe  is  useful,  perhaps  more  so  than  greaves,  also 
the  tail  of  a  lobworm,  or  a  bunch  of  gentles  on  the 
hook,  when  they  can  be  obtained  in  the  winter. 

When  fishing  with  pith  bait,  it  is  necessary  to 
use  brains,  namely,  calves'  orsheeps',  in  addition  to 
your  own.  The  animal's  brains  should  be  boiled, 
and  when  cold  finely  minced  and  cast  into  the 
swim  to  attract  the  chub.  Some  anglers  chew  the 
brains  and  blow  them  on  to  the  water ;  in  either 
case  the  brains  must  float  along  the  swim  a  Uttle 
in  advance  of  the  hook- bait  This  mode  of  fishing 
is  very  successful  when  angling  for  chub  in  the 
winter;  the  float  should  be  held  a  little  back  so 
that  the  bait  may  travel  first. 

When  I  used  to  fish  at  Loddon  Bridge,  which  is 
two  miles  from  Reading — it  is  some  time  ago, 
however — there  was  a  capital  chub  swim  up  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  above  the  inn  at  Loddon 
Bridge,  where  the  "  tail- water '-  from  a  miU  runs 
into  the  stream ;  it  is  a  long,  deep  swim  under 
some  trees.  I  once  saw  my  old  friend,  the  late 
J.  W.  Gant,  catch  five  tine  chub  there;  the 
smallest  was  over  4lb.,  the  largest  weighed  S^lb. ; 
he  was  "  long-corking.''  This  tine  chub  water  may 
still  be  in  existence  if  there  is  truth  in  the  angler's 
adage,  "  once  a  chub  swim  always  a  chub  ewim.'l 

There  is  no  time  better  for  roach  fishing  than  in 
winter.  I  have  had  some  of  the  best  sport  about 
Christmas  time  ;  then  roach  are  in  the  primest 
condition,  their  scales  are  brilliant  and  silvery, 
enhanced  by  the  contrast  of  their  vermillion  fins.; 
On  a  crisp,  frosty  morning,  when  the  grass  is 
covered  with  hoar,  and  trees  with  delicate  icy 
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traceries,  when  you  hear  the  robin  whistling  blithe 
and  clear,  and  the  rooks'  harsh  caw  sounds  more 
subdued,  then  is  the  time  to  go  roach  fishing; 

The  fish  begin  to  feed  when  the  sun  gets  a  little 
power  and  the  hoar  begins  to  melt,  consequently 
it  is  not  necessary  to  commence  angling  so  very 
early  in  the  morning.  Roach  frequent  rather  deep 
water  in  the  winter,  therefore  select  your  swim 
accordingly,  and  consistent  with  convenience  in 
fishing  it.  A  14ft.  cane  rod,  light  in  the  hand,  and 
rather  stiff  but  flexible,  is  the  kind  of  implement 
required,  and  a  3 Jin.  reel — the  "Nottingham"- 
pattern  in  preference — with  50  yards  of  fine  silk 
running  line,  in  event  of  a  big  chub  being  hooked. 
The  gut- bottom  should  be  of  selected  fine  round 
natural  gut — not  drawn  gut — with  a  No.  10  or  11 
hook  on  single  hair,  so  shotted  with  No.  6  shot  that 
only  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  float  shows  above 
water. 

For  baits,  nothing  'exceb  white  paste  made  of 
stale  bread  crumbs  and  a  little  flour,  or  of  arrowroot 
biscuit  with  a  little  honey  mixed  with  it.  Wheat 
stewed  gentlyiuntil  the  outer  skin  breaks  is  a  good 


TWO  FAMOUS  WEYMOUTH 
SEA  ANGLERS. 


COUNCILLOR  S.  H.  AND  MISS  IDA  WALLIS. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  in  the  Fishing 
OazeMe  portraits  of  the  founder  and  president  of 
the  very  flourishing  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea 
Angling  Society  and  his  daughter,  Miss  Ida  Wallis. 

Miss  Ida,  who  is  such  a  keen  angler,  is  just 
seventeen;  She  was  sitting  for  her  senior  Cam- 
bridge examination  at  the  time  we  asked  for  her 
photograph.  Let  us  hope  she  was  as  successful  as 
in  the  two  monthly  competitions  of  the  Weymouth 
and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society.  Miss  Wallis  won 
the  two  first  prizes  in  the  monthly  competitions, 
her  father  taking  second  both  times.  She  was 
entitled  to  the  T.  J.  Brown  gold  medal  for 
largest  fish  caught  in  the  ten  monthly  events  held 
by  this  society  with  a  fish  weighing  51b.  14oz.,  but 
subsequently  her  father  took  it  with  a  fish  of 
15lb.  14oz.    This  was  in  the  harbour  competition. 


TKOUT  FISHING. 


DOUBTFUL  DODGES.* 


There  are  many  debatable  points  connected 
with  fishing,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
very  finest  form  of  angling  is  fly  fishing.  In  fact, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  finest  of  all  sports.  Ail 
other  methods  are  more  or  les3  doubtful,  although 
they  may  be  given  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  some- 
times when  fly  fishing  is  found  useless; 

Many  anglers  are  busy  men  who  cannot  exercise 
much  choice  as  to  when  they  shall  go  fishing, 
while  others  have  suflicient  leisure  to  choose  a  fly 
water,  and  such  can  keep  away  when  the  river  is 
low  and  unpromising.  Among  the  leisured  class  of 
anglers  there  are  many  who  say,  "If  we  cannot 
catch  fish  with  fly,  we  will  stay  away  from  the 
water ;  but  in  no  case  will  we  use  anything  but 
fly.'-'  Among  them  you  will  find  many  in  the 
South  of  England  who  draw  the  line  at  the  wet 
fly,  preferring  to  Umit  themselves  to  dry-fly  fishing 


Photo  by]  lifr.  Walter  G  Cox,  WeymoutJi. 

Councillor  S.  H.  Wallis. 
Founder  and  President  of  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society 


Photo  by] 


[Mr.  Walter  G.  Cox,  Weymouth. 


Miss  Ida  Wallis. 


Wlio  won  the  first  prizes  in  the  two  Monthly  Competitions  of  the  Weymouth 
and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 


bait;  also  gentles  and  blood- worms,  if  to  be 
obtained  in  winter. 

For  "ground-bait,"  none  is  better  than  soaked 
bread  mixed  with  bran,  kneaded  together  into  a 
rather  stiff  mass;  a  bit  of  this  squeezed  round  the 
shot  next  above  the  hook  is,  as  it  flakes  off  in  the 
water,  attractive  to  the  roach,  and  often  induces 
them  to  take  the  hook- bait.  The  largest  roach  are, 
as  a  rule,  caught  "  leger-fishing " ;  the  method  is 
the  same  as  pursued  for  chub,  only  that  lighter 
tackle  may  be  used ;  the  winter  is  the  best 
time  for  "legering,"  as  then  roach  feed  mostly 
on  the  bottom.  Some  winters  ago,  when  the 
Thames  was  flowing  swiftly  in  high  flood,  and  the 
meadows  in  many  places  were  submerged,  but 
the  water  clearing,  so  as  to  be  fishable,  I  went  up 
the  river  to  Mapledurham,  selected  a  deep  bay  in 
the  river  bank,  just  below  a  large  growth  of  sedge, 
tvhere  the  water  was  four  feet  deep;  This  place  I 
ground-baited  sparingly  with  worms,  and  next 
morning  "leger- fished 'J  it,  baiting  with  the  tail 
end  of  "  lobs."  My  catch  was  twenty-six  roach, 
weighing  23  Jib.,  a  very  level  lot  of  handsome  fish, 
only  an  ounce  or  two  difference  between  the 
emalleat  and  largest  of  them.     Alfrbd  Jabdine^ 


Councillor  S.  H.  Wallis,  the  founder  of  this 
society,  commenced  to  organise  it  ten  months  ago, 
and  has  enrolled  exactly  three  hundred  paying 
members.  During  the  ten  monthly  competitions 
Mr.  Wallis  has  won  three  first,  two  second,  and 
one  third  prize,  and,  as  stated  above,  his  daughter 
two  first  prizes. 

The  first  annual  dinner  will  be  held  on  Jan.  2, 
when  Mr.  Wallis,  who  is  chairman  and  treasurer, 
will  be  able  to  announce  that  after  paying  all 
expenses,  giving  six  sea-going  competitions,  four  of 
which  averaged  seventeen  boats  with  four  members 
in  each,  and  ten  long-shore  competitions,  all  with 
satisfactory  prizes,  and  this  without  receiving 
a  single  shilling  of  money  except  the  ordinary 
members'  subscriptions,  there  will  be  a  balance  of 
£5  10s.  in  hand. 

Mr.  Wallis  says  he  throws  down  the  gauntlet  in 
favour  of  Weymouth  as  the  best  place  for  sea 
angling  on  the  east,  south,  or  west  coasts  of 
England. 

A  membership  of  three  himdred  so  far  from 
inland  centres  is  evidence  of  a  success  probably 
without  (precedent  in  the  annals  of  similar  insti- 
tutions. 


entirely,  and  as  a  reward  for  their  self-restraint 
these  have  the  very  cream  of  all  trout  fishing; 
For  a  man  with  ample  time  on  his  hands  this  is 
the  course  which  entitles  him  most  to  our  respect. 
What  is  the  best  course  for  the  busy  man  is  the 
question  I  wish  to  inquire  into. 

We  find  it  very  difficult  to  explain  why  we  are 
so  keen  upon  fishing  to  people  who  do  not  know 
its  charm  from  experience.  We  cannot  describe 
our  complex  feeling  during  even  one  eventful 
fishing  day,  but  our  memories  irresistibly  draw  us 
to  the  river  as  the  spring  comes  round,  and  make 
our  hands  tremble  with  eagerness  when  we  put  up 
our  rod  for  the  new  season,  or  upon  a  new  water. 
All  fishermen  become  also  lovers  of  nature,  and 
few  such  opportunities  occur  to  others  of  observing 
wild  things  in  all  their  moods. 

There  is,  I  think,  a  fallacy  common  among 
anglers  that  a  heavy  basket  at  the  end  of  the  day 
is  a  sine  qua  noni  We  are  apt  to  think  that  sport 
is  a  concrete  thing  which  can  be  weighed,'   In  this 


*  A  Paper  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire 
Anglers'  Association,  on  Dec.  7,  by  Mr.  A.  Holden 
lUingworth. 
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■we  make  a  great  mistake.  Sport  may  vary  almost 
independently  of  number  or  weight  of  fish  landed. 
It  depends,  in  fact,  chiefly  upon  other  things. 
This  is  easily  capable  of  proof,  for  we  always  find 
that  the  fish  which  escape  are  those  which  are 
most  talked  of  afterwards.  With  them  we  are  not 
bound  down  to  such  mere  details  as  weight,  yet 
the  fish  we  lose  are  proverbially  the  best. 

When  we  are  fishing  in  a  river  holding  plenty  of 
large  fish  and  catch  one  of  moderate  size,  we 
release  it  without  a  pang,  although  it  would  have 
been  almost  a  record  in  another  water  where  the 
fish  were  smaller.  It  is  now  and  then  our  good 
fortune  to  fish  where  there  is  no  diflSculty  in 
getting  heaps  of  fish,  but,  as  a  rule,  all  anglers 
will  find  more  sport  in  a  stream  where  they  can 
usually  catch  fish  only  in  moderate  numbers,  and 
that  spasmodically  ;  where  a  really  heavy  creel  is 
exceptional,  than  where  they  can  go  and  haul  out 
regularly  a  large  number  with  a  minimum  of 
trouble.  On  the  latter  river  ten  o'clock  would  bo 
the  average  time  for  wetting  the  fly;  on  the 
former  any  time  of  the  morning,  evening,  or  night, 
would  find  many  of  us  on  the  water,  especially 
after  two  or  three  blank  d^ys. 

Two  brothers  once  went  to  Eastern  Canada  for  a 
month's  salmon  fishing.  They  arrived  on  the 
water  about  noon,  ten  days  after  leaving  home, 
and  by  evening  one  had  eight  and  the  other  eleven 
fishj  The  next  day  they  began  early  and  keenly. 
By  evening  one  had  eighteen  salmon,  and  his 
brother  twenty-three.  The  next  morning  again 
found  them  catching  fish  on  the  same  magnificent 
scale,  but  at  lunch  time  one  said  to  the  other,  "I 
don't  call  this  sport,'-  and  they  both  took  down 
their  rods,  packed  up,  and  came  home. 

Fishing  is  largely  composed  of  disappointments, 
and  this  anecdote  tends  to  prove  that  disappoint- 
ment has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  our  keenness. 
There  ia  perhaps  no  more  trying  moment  than  that 
which  comes  after  losing  a  big  fishj  Yet  losing  a 
fish  always  makes  us  keener.  There  would  be  no 
charm  about  fishing  if  we  had  invariable  success,  if 
we  landed  every  fish  we  hooked,  and  always 
managed  to  hook  plenty.  It  is  the  ever-present 
probability  of  failure  which  makes  us  value  success, 
aijid  heavy  baskets  would  soon  become  monotonous 
uhless  varied  by  frequent  light  ones. 

There  are  times,  I  own,  when  we  lust  after  the 
death  of  the  fish  which  have  proved  too  knowing 
for  us ;  when  we  feel  that  the  hounds  must  be 
blooded ;  when  we  feel  we  must  get  away  to  a 
place  where  the  fish  are  many  and  heavy  and 
xmeducated,  and  where  the  morning's  question  is — 
"  Shall  I  get  twenty-five  or  fifty  trout  to-day  ? 
Shall  I  have  any  six-pounders  again,  I  wonder  1  "■ 

'  Then  we  pack  ofi  to  haunts  where  there  are  few 
anglers  and  many  fish;  As  a  rule,  though,  we  are 
soon  satisfied,  and  can  lay  our  rods  away  until 
next  spring  without  more  than  a  sigh  that  another 
season  has  passed  over  our  heads.  This  longing 
for  slaughter  usually  comes,  in  my  experience, 
towards  the  end  of  rather  a  disappointing  summer, 
and  woe  betide  the  man  who  begins  his  season  on 
a  river  like  that  I  have  tried  to  picture.  His  rod 
will  probably  hang  up  idle  throughout  the  rest  of  it. 

Clearly,  then,  we  must  look  for  a  more  subtle 
influence  to  explain  that  we  are  keen  anglers  than 
the  mere  procuring  of  large  quantities  of  fish  for 
food.  In  early  days,  when  our  ancestors  were 
clad  in  skins,  no  doubt  the  husband  was  sent 
out  to  catch  fish,  and  had  to  catch  them  at  all 
cost,  but  fortunately  our  families  are  not  dependent 
upon  our  fishing  for  their  food  supply.  I  think  it 
is,  however,  a  matter  of  opinion  how  much  the 
primitive  instinct  has  descended  to  us,  and  how 
much  it  explains  the  pleasure  we  get  from  all 
kinds  of  fishing. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  now  chiefly  a  matter  of  the 
angler  and  the  fish  being  evenly  matched.  There 
is,  however,  no  possibility  of  handicapping  the  two 
by  stereotyped  rules,  because  at  one  time  of  year, 
and  in  certain  states  of  water  and  weather,  the 
angler  has  all  in  his  favour,  while  at  others  the  fish 
has  the  ad  vantage  j 

There  is  also,  we  must  own,  in  a  lesser  degree, 
satisfaction  in  trying  to  get  a  better  basket  than 
one's  companion,  and  so  pitting  our  skill  and  luck 
against  his,  but  in  the  main  the  angler  is  solitary 
when  at  work,  and  only  gregarious  when  the  rod  is 
laid  aside.  The  main  issue  lies  in  a  well-matched 
struggle  between  anglers  and  fish.i 

All  sports  and  games  have  to  be  governed  by 
Bome  restrictions  and  rules.  Even  the  keenest 
fish  catcher  will  admit  this,   I  should  like  to  ask 


him  why  golfers  put  bunkers  in  their  courses,  and 
why  are  the  spot  stroke  and  the  push  shot  for- 
bidden in  billiards,  if  not  to  make  the  games  more 
difficult,  and  therefore  more  exciting,  engrossing, 
and  worthy  of  effort  ? 

In  fishing,  every  angler  should  be  a  law  unto 
himself  in  the  way  of  giving  the  fish  a  sporting 
chance.  In  a  club  especially  should  this  be  the 
case,  as  both  the  fish  and  the  fellow  members  need 
consideration. 

The  long  and  short  of  it  is,  that  what  might  be 
fair  on  one  river  is  not  so  on  others,  and  we  must 
be  influenced  by  the  number  of  fish  in  a  certain 
water  and  the  number  of  anglers  upon  it; 

I  fear  most  of  us  have  been  guilty  of  some 
youthful  follies,  and  the  immature  angler  has  to 
be  treated  with  indulgence.  Herbert  Spencer  said 
that  a  child  who  shows  signs  of  excessive  virtue  is 
frequently  disappointing  in  his  later  development, 
and  that  the  normal  boy  is  half  a  savage.  Your 
humble  servant  caught  scores  of  trout  by  tickling 
before  he  even  saw  one  killed  on  a  line.  This  was 
his  misfortune  through  the  stream  being  almost  too 
small  and  overgrown  to  fish  with  a  rod. 

We  do  not  all  set  up  to  be  saints  in  the  matter 
of  fishing  experiences,  but  the  man  who  per- 
manently and  regularly  fishes  minnow  in  a  fly  water 
will  certainly  spend  eternity  where  there  are  no 
trout  streams,  and  possibly  no  streams  of  any  kind. 
He  may  reform.    They  mostly  do. 

A  few  years  ago  a  friend  of  mine,  the  son  of  an 
excellent  fly  fisher,  had  met  with  very  scanty 
success,  getting  perhaps  three  or  four  fish  in  an 
average  day  with  the  fly.  In  the  year  I  speak  of  I 
myself  had  been  abroad  till  May,  and  the  water 
was  so  low  that  the  fly  was  almost  futile.  I  had 
fished  fly  for  trout  almost  to  the  exclusion  of 
everything  else  since  I  was  fourteen,  but  I  deter- 
mined to  fish  minnow  till  I  got  to  understand  it, 
and  after  a  time  was  able  to  do  fairly  well.  My 
friend  sometimes  came  with  me,  and,  following  my 
example,  one  day  killed  fourteen  fish.  About  a 
year  later  he  told  me  that  he  had  got  thirty-five 
fish  the  day  before.  "With  fly? '2  I  asked. 
"No,'-  said  he;  "you  don't  catch  me  at  a  mug's 
game  Uke  that.''  My  conscience  smote  me  when 
he  reminded  me  that  I  had  taught  him.  We 
discussed  the  matter  seriously,  and  for  several 
seasons  he  never  fished  the  minnow,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  most  skilful  and  successful  fly  fishers  in  a 
river  not  a  hundred  miles  hence. 

There  is  another  type  we  all  know;  He  reminds 
one  of  Mr.  Square  the  philosopher.  No  one  is 
louder  in  his  denunciation  of  all  but  fly  fishing. 
One  day  I  spied  a  minnow-trap  in  a  corner  of  the 
keeper  s  cottage.  On  my  inquiring  of  the  keeper, 
he  said,  "  Yes,  Mr.  So-and-So  brought  that  up  and 
a  great  outfit,  and  said  he  meant  to  slate  'em 
properly,  and  not  a  word  was  to  be  breathed 
about  it."  This  was  a  man  with  no  business  ties, 
and  unlimited  leisure. 

Well,  he  got  his  baits,  and  raked  the  river  all 
day  but  caught  nothing.  After  that  he  forgot  his 
minnow-trap  entirely,  but  was  more  a  fly  purist 
than  ever,  saying  that  nothing  else  should  be 
allowed  under  any  circumstances. 

No  one  will  say  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  be 
annoyed  simply  because  a  friend  can  kill  more  fish 
than  he,  but  most  certainly  a  fly-fisher  has  a  right 
to  growl  when,  in  a  water,  in  which,  with  skill  and 
perseverance,  he  has  got,  say,  ten  or  a  dozen  fish,  a 
minnow  fisher  crows  over  him  with  a  basket  of 
double  the  weight. 

Many  fly-fishers  understand  the  minnow  and  the 
worm,  and  other  dodges,  which  will  secure  ub  a 
basket  in  water  that  is  too  high  or  low  for  fly,  and 
they  know  that  it  is  easier  to  catch  regularly  a 
greater  weight  of  trout  with  the  minnow  than  with 
the  fly  in  almost  any  water. 

There  is  a  certain  amount  of  experience  and  even 
skill  required  to  fish  minnow  successfully.  To  hear 
some  exponents  of  the  dodge,  one  would  imagine 
they  thought  it  needed  true  science  as  fly  does,  but 
such  is  not  the  case.  Some  of  these  forget  also  that 
if  all  the  anglers  who  fish  the  same  water  were  to 
use  minnow  as  they  do,  without  restriction  or 
restraint,  there  would  hardly  be  a  fish  left.  To  put 
it  to  them  upon  the  lowest  ground,  the  money  value 
of  live  trout  is  five  times  that  of  dead  trout.: 

I  am  sure  that  I  only  express  the  hope  of  the 
bulk  of  anglers  when  I  say  that  I  look  forward  to 
the  time  when  the  man  who  fishes  minnow  when 
fly  has  a  reasonable  chance  will  be  as  extinct  as 
the  dodo.  These  anglers  have  missed  their  voca- 
tion— they  should  be  fishmongers. 


THE  KING  OF  POETUGAL  AND 
MESSES.  EATON  AND  DELLEE. 


When  His  Majesty  was  in  London  we  hear  that 
Messrs;  Eaton  and  Deller  were  commanded  to 
Buckingham  Palace,  and  were  honoured  by  His 
Majesty  with  an  extensive  order  for  various  goods, 
especially  for  sea  fishing.  The  King  is  a  great 
expert  at  sea  fishing,  as  is  well  known,  keeping 
two  steam  yachts  for  the  purpose,  and  Messrs. 
Eaton  and  Deller,  who  were  fortunate  in  having 
over  an  hour's  interview,  inform  us  that  it  was 
most  instructive. 


FISH  AND  FISHING  IN  BABY- 
LONIAN TIMES. 


"W.  B.,"  one  of  our  subscribers  at  Pitlochry, 
N.B.,  kindly  sends  us  a  most  interesting  item 
which  he  discovered  in  the  Amerirxin  Sunday  School 
Times:  It  is  from  an  account  of  the  splendid  work 
done  by  the  Babylonian  Expedition  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  In  sending  it 
'5  W.  B.".  says:  — 

We  are  so  frequently  regaled  with  descriptions 
of  modern  fisheries  that  perhaps  by  way  of  variety 
you  may  feel  inclined  to  publish  the  enclosed 
extract  in  reference  to  a  very  ancient  one,  it  being 
merely  2300  years  old ! 

"  There  are  apparently  two  omissions,  which 
ultra- enthusiasts  may  be  glad  to  discuss,  and  so 
supply  you  with  more  '  copy ' — namely,  the  kind  of 
fish,  and  whether  they  were  captured  with  wet  or 
dry  fly.  The  lease  was  evidently  considered  to  be 
of  importance,  as  it  took  twelve  persons  to  com- 
plete it;  Let  us  hope  lawyers'  fees  were  more 
moderate  in  ancient  than  in  modern  days. '2 

Here  is  the  ancient  item.  It  is  a  translation  by 
Professor  A.  T.  Clay  of  one  of  the  Business  Docu- 
ments of  Murashu  sons,  of  Nippar,  dated  in  the  reign 
of  Darius  II.  (424-404  B.C.). 

" It  is  'a  lease  of  certain  fish  pools,  in  which  the 
lessee,  besides  paying  a  stipulated  sum,  agrees  to 
furnish  the  agent  daily  with  a  mess  of  fiish,'  and  it 
runs  as  follows: — 

"  '  Ribat,  son  of  Bel-erib,  servant  of  Bel-nadin- 
shumu,  of  his  own  free  will  spoke  to  Bel-nadin- 
shumu,  son  of  Murashu  thus  :  the  fish  ponds  which 
are  between  the  towns  Akhshanu  and  Gishshu, 
belonging  to  Bel-ab-usur,  those  which  are  in  the 
fields  of  the  chief  of  the  brokers;  the  fish  pools 
which  are  in  the  field  of  the  prefect  of  the 
khindanu  (professional  name) ;  the  fish  pools 
which  are  in  the  town  Natuel  let  me  have  for  rent 
for  one  year.  For  the  year,  one-half  of  a  talent  of 
refined  (?)  silver;  in  addition,  from  the  day  I  am 
given  possession  of  those  fish  ponds  for  fishing, 
daily,  a  mess  (lit.,  fixed  amount)  of  fish  for  thy 
table  I  will  furnish.  Thereupon  Bel-nadin  shumu 
complied  with  his  request,  and  rented  him  those 
pools  of  fish,  for  the  year,  for  one-half  talent  of 
silver.  For  the  year,  the  silver — that  is,  one-half 
talent — -rent  for  those  pools,  Ribat  shall  pay  to 
Bel-nadin-shumu,  and  the  fish  for  his  table  shall 
he  furnish.  From  the  first  day  of  Marchesvan, 
year  first,  those  pools  are  at  the  disposal  of  Ribat. 

"  '  In  the  presence  of  Belshunu  and  Umardatu, 
judges  of  the  Canal  Nar-Sin. 

"' Names  of  six  witnesses  and  the  scribe.  Seal 
impressions  of  five  witnesses  including  that  of 
Rimut-Ninib,  son  of  Murashu.' 

"There,  that  is  interesting  enough  surely;  It 
shows  that  away  back  in  the  reign  of  Darius  IF.  fish 
formed  a  part  in  the  diet  of  the  people,  and  that 
fish  ponds  were  specially  prepared  for  the  fish 
supply.  These  tablets  deal  with  partnership  agree- 
ments, with  arrangements  for  farming  lands, 
receipts  and  acknowledgments,  mortgages,  assign- 
ments of  property,  inventories  of  various  posses- 
sions ;  they  relate  indeed  to  all  the  complex 
manifestations  of  human  Ufe.  There  are  thousands 
of  such  tablets  in  existence  in  different  parts  of  the 
world.  When  they  have  all  been  published,  some 
master  mind  will  take  them  all,  organise  their 
scattered  facts,  and  from  them  construct  for  us 
a  wonderful  Uving  view  of  the  social  life  of  the 
Babylonians  and  of  the  Assyrians. 

"To  this  great  work  Dr.  Clay  has  made  an  im- 
portant contribution,  and  he  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  achievement,  Dr.  Hilprecht,  too,  is  to  be 
congratulated  also  upon  the  work,  for  it  has  been 
done  by  a  pupil  of  his,' 2 
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SEA  ANGLING  AT  ILFEACOMBE. 

The  jaded  city  man  half  sufiocated  by  a  succession 
of  London's  "extra  special"  fogs  might  refresh 
himself  in  body  and  mind  if  he  took  his  Christmas 
holiday  at  lovely  Ilfracombe.  There  is  no  grander 
coastline  in  England,  and  ozone-laden  breezes  waft 
health  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  rugged  cliffs  on 
which  the  'Combites  dwell,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  mild  Devonshire  climate  tempers  the  chill  of 
winter.  And  if  our  tired  business  man  be  a  sea 
angler  he  will  find  plenty  of  sport  both  from  the 
pier  and  the  rocks  of  the  cosy  little  Devonshire 
town.  The  pier  is  the  favourite  resort  for  fishermen, 
and  at  aU  times  of  the  year  very  fair  sport  can  be 
had.  Immense  congers,  skate,  and  codfish  are  taken 
during  the  winter  months  with  stout  hand-lines, 
and  with  the  rod,  codling,  rock  whiting,  bass, 
mullet,  and  pollack,  the  last-named  being  best  fished 
for  with  float  tackle.  But  now  and  again  a  large 
fish  comes  to  the  rod,  I  myself  once  getting  a 
splendidly  well-conditioned  cod  of  18|lb.  with  small 
hook  and  single  gut  cast,  and  on  another  occasion 
a  bass  of  101b.  with  the  same  gear. 

Bass  and  mullet,  the  latter  21b.  or  31b.  in  weight, 
are  very  frequently  taken  from  the  pier  and  from 
Perriam's  Steps,  under  the  Capstone,  and  as  for 
this  one  has  to  use  very  small  hooks  and  light  gut, 
the  sport  is  not  to  be  despised. 

From  the  pier  also  ling  are  occasionally  taken, 
and  one  day  three  of  us  had  two  or  three  apiece 
ranging  from  241b.  to  141b.  each,  and  the  ling 
remained  with  us  several  days.  Of  course,  these 
were  killed  with  stout  conger  lines.  From  these 
giants  to  the  delicate  Atherine  smelt  seems  a  con- 
temptible descent,  but  dozens  of  the  lively  little 
fellows,  when  they  are  in  the  humour,  are  captured 
by  ladies  and  boys,  and  as  they  are  caught  on 
No.  14  hooks,  much  amusement  is  given  to  the 
anglers.  Often  a  large  crab  or  lobster,  which  abound 
on  this  rocky  coast,  is  hauled  up  to  the  top  of  the 
pier,  but  more  often  he  falls  off  in  mid-air,  as  he  is 
only  clinging  on  by  his  nippers.  A  friend  of  mine 
landed  a  5Jlb.  lobster  one  day  when  I  was  fishing 
next  to  him. 

The  rocks  are  also  good  standpoints  for  the 
Ilfracombe  angler,  but  he  should  keep  to  certain 
rocks  where  the  bottom  is  more  or  less  free  from 
the  ubiquitous  oarweed,  and  even  there  he  may 
lose  his  tackle.  Consequently  it  is  best  to  fish 
with  common  tackle.  I  have  seen  many  a  smart 
Carter  paternoster  or  neat  Deal  lead  lost  at  almost 
the  first  throw  out  by  some  innocent  visitor,  and 
only  a  few  days  ago  I  myself  lost  an  AUcock's 
"  Patent  Release  float,"  the  trace  of  which  was 
emlicdded  in  the  tough  oarweod.  Talking  of  Allcock 
reminds  me  that  all  AUcock's  gear  can  be  bought 
at  Jones's,  in  the  High -street.    An  original  and 


inexpensive  pattern  of  sea  lead  is  sold  at  Pile's,  in 
Fore-street,  and  the  visitor  will  do  well  to  get  those 
instead  of  bringing  expensive  leads  with  him,  only 
perhaps  to  lose  them  before  he  knows  exactly  where 
it  is  safe  to  fish.  The  best  rocks  to  fish  from 
(and  anyone  on  the  quay  will  toll  you  whore  they 
are)  are  the  Flat  Rock,  Perriam's  Steps,  the  Wrasse 
Rock,  Hele  Stone,  Hooker's  Stone,  Torrs  Point,  and 
Britton's  Rock,  and  woe-betide  the  venturesome 
angler  who  casts  his  tackle  from  other  places,  for  he 


Myselt  and  a 

wUl  be  pimished  by  a  certain  loss  of  tackle  if  he 
goes  out  of  the  beaten  track  and  attempts  to  find 
'  pastures  new.'' 

For  those  who  like  boat  fishing  there  is  even  better 
to  be  had  than  from  pier  or  rocks.  In  winter  huge 
congers,  skate,  and  cod  are  taken  in  groat  numbers 
with  stout  lines  and  monster  hooks  baited  with 
half  a  herring.  In  summer  the  principal  fish  to  be 
taken  are  bream,  averaging  21b.  each,  pollack 
(especially  by  whifBng  from  Hillsborough  to  Water- 


mouth,  or  from  the  Capstone  towards  Lee,  and  I  have 
had  some  capital  fun  in  this  way),  and  bass,  which 
last  are  caught  in  the  races  below  Lee  off  Bull 
Lighthouse,  and  to  the  less  ambitious  angler 
hundreds  of  rock  whiting,  some  of  21b.  each,  can 
be  got  on  almost  any  day  or  tide,  with  an  occasional 
codling  or  even  bigger  fish  as  well. 

Mussels  (fresh  from  Padstow  in  Cornwall)  can  be 
obtained  at  a  most  reasonable  price  at  the  White 
Hart,  on  the  quay,  a  quiet  little  hotel,  kept  by 


Mr.  Rowland,  a  retired  Bristol  pilot,  and  his  excel- 
lent wife,  who  arc  most  attentive  to  visitors  ;  and 
there  in  the  cosy  little  bar  parlour  the  sea  anglers 
foregather  and  discuss  their  doings  on  the  pier,  and 
chat  over  the  fish  they  have  caught,  and  the  fish 
they  have  not !  Hero  one  can  also  keep  one's  Vjait 
and  tackle  if  one  wishes.  Mussels  are  the  best  all- 
round  bait ;  but  mackerel,  herring,  and  lug  worm  are 
also  good,  and  squid  for  big  fish. 

Fishing  from  the  pier  at  Ilfracombe  one  sees 


Bass  of  lOiiS. 

Nature  at  her  grandest — at  times  the  spray  dashes 
over  its  north  end,  while  the  wind  howls  over  the 
Capstone  as  the  white-sailed  Bristol  pilot  cutters 
flit  swiftly  by  to  seek  shelter  in  the  inner  harbour. 
Then  is  the  time  for  big  fish,  so  hold  tight  to  your 
hand-line,  and  very  likely  you  will  be  rewarded  by 
a  heavy  pluck,  and  maybe  a  201b.  cod  will  shortly 
be  flopping  on  the  top  staging  of  the  pier.  But 
Nature  has  varying  moods,  and  I  know  of  no  more 
beautiful  sight  than  the  setting  sun  reflecting  its 


rays  on  grand  old  Hillsborough  Cliff,  which  towers 
up  into  the  evening  sky,  its  delicate  shades  of  grey 
tinted  with  a  blood-red  glow.  And  if  the  sea  angler 
has  his  basket  full  he  will  give  one  lingering  glance 
at  this  noble  cliff  which  rises  sheer  out  of  the  sea 
opposite  to  where  he  is  fishing,  and  as  the  darkness 
creeps  on  he  will  return  at  peace  with  all  men,  and 
inwardly  resolving  to  spend  his  next  sea  angling 
holiday  among  the  pleasant  Devonians  at  their 
beautiful  "  'Combe."  R.  W.  V. 

[2] 
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THE  PKOPAGATION  OP  MUSKBL- 
LUNGE  (THE  LAEGEST  OF  THE 
PIKE  FAMILY)  IN  WISCONSIN.* 
By  James  Nevin. 

The  muskellunge  is  the  largest  of  our  fresh-water 
game  fish,  and  as  he  was  endowed  by  his  Creator 
with  great  size,  in  Hke  manner,  he  was  given  hbe- 
rally  of  those  excellent  game  qualities  which  appeal 
to  the  sportsman.  From  a  gastronomic  stand- 
point he  has  few  equals  among  fresh -water  fish. 
To  the  frequenters  of  the  great  fishing  resorts  of 
Northern  Wisconsin  there  is  no  attraction  so  great 
as  the  capture  of  this  king  of  fresh-water  fish.  His 
great  size,  vigorous  game  spirit,  and  superior  table 
qualities  combine  to  make  him  a  prize  worthy  the 
effort  of  the  most  exacting  disciple  of  Walton. 
Many  anglers  come  for  hundreds  of  miles  with  the 
one  idea  of  capturing  this  fish,  and  few  sportsmen 
are  content  to  leave  our  northern  waters  till  they 
have  put  at  least  one  of  these  fine  fishes  to  their 
score.  The  fish  is  worthy  all  the  effort  that  is  given 
to  its  capture,  for,  to  say  nothing  of  the  pleasurable 
excitement  incident  to  catching  it,  it  has  a  table 
value  not  excelled  by  any  other  large  fish  of  our 
fresh  waters.  By  some  it  is  properly  ranked  in 
quality  next  to  the  salt-water  salmon. 

For  many  years,  since  the  wilderness  of  Northern 
Wisconsin  was  ojjened  by  the  railways  and  by  lum- 
bering operations,  with  the  advent  of  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  which  the  railroad  takes  into  a 
new  country,  and  the  encroachment  of  the  settler 
and  summer  hotel  on  the  primitive  banks  of  our 
northern  lakes,  the  pursuit  of  the  muskellunge  has 
been  constant  and  relentless.  Its  utter  extermination 
has  been  well-nigh  accomplished  in  many  of  our  lakes 
to  which  it  is  indigenous  ;  and  nearly  all  of  our 
waters  have  been  cleared  of  this  fish  to  such  an 
extent  that  its  future  has  become  a  matter  of  much 
concern  to  sportsmen,  fish-culturists,  and  others 
interested  in  keeping  our  waters  well  stocked  with 
superior  game  fish. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  has  devolved  upon 
the  State  Fish  Commission  to  attempt  the  preser- 
vation and  increase  of  muskellunge  in  our  waters, 
and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  work  was 
not  begun  several  years  ago. 

The  artificial  propagation  of  muskellunge  was 
first  taken  up  by  the  Fish  Commission  of  the  State 
of  New  York  some  twelve  years  since,  and  in  1891 
that  State  made  the  first  successful  hatch  of  this 
species,  planting  over  1,000,000  fry.  Since  that 
time  the  Fish  Commission  of  New  York  has  planted 
several  millions  of  fry  of  this  species  in  Chautauqua 
Lake  and  other  waters  with  unqualified  success. 

The  Commissioners  of  Fisheries  of  Wisconsin 
began  the  propagation  of  muskellunge  during  the 
spring  of  1899  in  connection  with  the  work  of  col- 
lecting wall-eyed  pike  ova ;  and  we  believe  we  are 
now  in  a  fair  way  to  successfully  hatch  and  plant 
the  fry  of  this  fish  in  large  numbers. 

The  chief  difficulty  we  encountered  in  this  work 
was  to  catch  the  fish  on  the  eve  of  spawning,  as  we 
found  that  the  large  fish  would  not  stand  confine- 
ment. In  the  beginning  we  could  not  get  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  ripe  male  fish.  We  tried  holding 
the  fish  in  pens,  expecting  that  both  the  male  and 
female  thus  confined  would  ripen  in  a  few  days,  but 
in  this  we  were  disappointed. 

Last  year  we  caught  the  fish  in  pound  and  fyke 
nets,  and  confined  them  to  a  large  dummy  or  pocket, 
20ft.  by  22ft.,  and  10ft.  deep.  We  were  quite  sure 
that  we  could  hold  the  fish  in  this  way  until  the 
ovaries  ripened,  but  we  were  again  disappointed, 
as  we  found  the  ova  would  cake  in  the  fish,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  liberate  them  without  securing  the 
eggs  we  expected. 

During  the  spawning  season  just  past  we  made  a 
large  pen  in  a  thoroughfare  between  two  lakes,  in  a 
current  of  flowing  water,  in  which  we  held  the 
unripe  fish.  We  found  this  pen  a  great  improve- 
ment over  the  dummy  for  this  purpose.  The  unripe 
fish  placed  in  the  pen  matured  the  ova  in  due  time, 
and  we  were  enabled  to  take  spawn  and  milt  from 
most  of  the  fish  secured.  After  spawning,  the  fish 
were  returned  to  the  water  alive. 

If  you  are  searching  for  the  spawning-beds  of 
muskellunge  you  should  look  where  the  logs, 
stumps,  and  drift-wood  are  the  thickest.  There 
you  will  find  them  in  season,  attending  to  their  pio- 
creative  duties.  They  approach  their  spawning- 
grounds  in  pairs  and  spawn  in  shallow  water  or 

*  From  a  paper  read  before  the  American  Fisheries 
Society. 


fiowage  where  dead  limbs,  logs,  and  brush  have 
accumulated  as  the  result  of  flooding  for  logging 
purposes  or  otherwise. 

To  catch  the  fish  as  they  approach  their  spawning- 
groimds  is  the  strategy  employed  by  the  fish-cul- 
turist,  for  it  would  be  impossible  to  set  a  net  where 
they  spawn.  For  this  purpose  we  now  use  only  fyke 
nets,  and  as  the  fish  are  taken  from  the  nets  each 
day,  if  unripe,  they  are  transferred  to  the  retaining 
pen  until  such  time  as  the  spawn  may  be  taken 
from  them. 

It  is  not  altogether  an  easy  matter  to  collect  a 
large  number  of  muskellunge  from  our  waters  for 
spawning  purposes,  as  it  is  necessary  to  cover  con- 
siderable territory  with  our  nets,  setting  them  on 
the  approaches  to  as  many  spawning-grounds  as 
possible.  Many  fish  caught  in  this  way  are  trans- 
ferred four  or  five  miles  from  the  point  where  they 
are  caught  to  the  retaining  pen. 

In  transporting  the  fish  from  point  to  point  we 
use  large  live  boxes  (so  called),  16ft.  long,  2ft.  wide, 
and  lOin.  deep.  These  boxes  are  made  scow  shape 
to  facilitate  towing  them.  The  bottoms  of  the 
boxes  are  made  of  slats,  nailed  2in.  apart,  giving 
abundant  circulation  of  water  and  enabling  us  to 
safely  transport  the  fish  in  tow  of  a  row-boat  to  any 
reasonable  distance. 

During  the  season  just  past  we  secured  190  mus- 
kellunge, from  which  we  took  1,200,000  eggs,  one 
female,  weighing  about  401b.,  producing  not  less 
than  22.'>,000  ova.  A  quart  measure  will  contain 
about  80,000  muskellunge  ova. 

Unlike  most  other  fish  the  eggs  of  the  muskellunge 
do  not  harden  after  being  taken  from  the  fish,  but 
remain  soft  and  flabby  until  hatched.  With  water 
at  a  temperature  of  52deg.  the  eggs  hatch  in  about 
ten  days,  and  about  fifteen  days  are  required  to 
absorb  the  food  sac. 

Heretofore,  we  were  not  in  a  position  to  try 
hatching  muskellunge  eggs  in  jars.  This  year  our 
work  was  conducted  in  the  vicinity  of  the  IMinocqua 
Hatchery,  and  I  placed  part  of  the  eggs  in  Chase 
hatching- jars  at  this  station.  The  remainder, 
being  more  than  half  the  eggs,  was  put  in  hatching- 
boxes  and  sunk  in  some  4ft.  of  water.  We  hatched 
a  very  small  per  cent,  in  boxes,  but  were  more  suc- 
cessful with  the  eggs  incubated  in  jars.  Just  before 
the  eggs  began  to  hatch,  we  took  them  from  the  jars 
and  placed  them  on  trays  made  of  fine  wire-cloth. 
This  was  done  to  prevent  the  .young  fish  smothering, 
for  I  found  that  the  fry  would  not  make  their  way 
out  of  the  jars  unaided  on  account  of  the  compara- 
tively large  umbilical  sac. 

The  fry  when  first  hatched  are  of  a  light  colour 
and  seem  to  adhere  to  the  side  of  the  tank,  box  or 
tray  or  any  other  object  with  which  they  come  in 
contact.  Those  that  we  hatched  were  strong  and 
healthy.  They  grew  rapidly,  and  in  their  develop- 
ment exhibited  their  wild  nature  and  the  instinct  of 
self-preservation  by  quickly  darting  off  to  hide  when 
alarmed  by  a  person  approaching  the  tank  in 
which  they  were  confined.  We  retained  part  of 
them  until  they  were  four  weeks  old,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  they  were  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
long.  We  fed  them  on  young  pike,  which  seemed 
to  be  a  suitable  as  well  as  very  acceptable  food. 
We  planted  500,000  fry. 

I  believe  we  are  justified  in  claiming  that  our  work 
in  planting  muskellunge  fry  during  the  past  two 
years  has  shown  results  of  a  substantial  nature. 
In  the  Minocqua  waters,  where  we  planted  the  fry 
hatched  the  first  two  years,  more  small  muskellunge, 
weigliing  from  lib.  to  31b.,  have  been  taken  during 
this  season  than  were  ever  taken  before  from  those 
waters  in  the  same  period  in  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  guide  or  resident.  We  are  gratified  by  the 
results  of  our  first  efforts  in  this  work,  and  entertain 
large  hopes  for  the  future.  Already,  in  fancy,  I  see 
our  lakes  again  teeming  with  this  splendid  fish,  and 
the  value  of  fish-cultural  work  once  more  conclu- 
sively demonstrated  in  our  waters. 

Numerous  lakes  in  Northern  Wisconsin,  the 
habitat  of  this  fish,  afford  an  extensive  field  in  which 
to  work,  and  when  once  well  stocked  these  waters 
will  be  a  source  of  abundant  revenue  to  the  State, 
for  no  other  fresh-water  fish  is  so  attractive  to  the 
sportsman  and  summer  tourist. 

Discussion  of  Mr.  Nevin' s  Paper. 

Mr.  Bower  :  How  long  were  the  fish  held  in  con- 
finement before  yielding  up  their  ova  ? 

Mr.  Nevin  :  Some  of  them  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Mr.  Bower :  Our  practice  has  been  to  catch  the 
fish,  spawn  them,  and  let  them  go  as  quickly  as  we 
could. 


ANCIENT  METHODS  OF  FISHING 
STILL  FOLLOWED  IN  THE 
HOLY  LAND. 

Persistence  in  the  practice  of  ancient  customs, 
handed  down  from  father  to  son  throughout  many 
generations,  is  not  uncommon  in  some  of  the  older 
countries  of  the  earth.  A  pat  illustration  of  this 
fact  was  recorded  recently  by  an  angler,  who  was 
one  of  a  party  travelling  in  the  Holy  Land,  regarding 
the  methods  used  by  fishermen  at  the  Lake  of 
Cennesaret,  or  Sea  of  Galilee,  in  Palestine,  The 
lake  is  about  twelve  and  one-half  miles  in  length, 
and  lies  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The  River  Jordan 
flows  through  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  the  waters 
empty  into  the  Dead  Sea,  one  hundred  and  four 
miles  direct  from  the  river's  source,  the  total  fall 
being  nearly  2.300  feet.  The  angler's  account  of 
the  ways  of  the  fishermen  at  the  lake  is  of  interest, 
as  follows : 

The  waters  of  the  lake  fairly  teem  with  fishes, 
though  very  little  fishing  has  been  done  there  of 
late  years.  They  are  caught  in  three  ways,  each  of 
which  has  been  practised  for  centuries.  The  first 
was  seen  near  Mejdel,  the  ancient  Magdalia.  An 
old  Bedouin  and  a  young  lad  were  casting  out 
crumbs  of  bread,  far  as  they  could  throw  them,  into 
the  lake.  Great  shoals  of  fishes  fought  for  the  food, 
which  was  charged  heavily  with  poison.  Almost 
immediately  after  seizing  the  bread,  the  fishes  turned 
belly  upwards,  quite  dead,  and  drifted  to  shore. 
The  poison  is  said  to  be  obtained  from  the  juices  of 
some  of  the  shrubs  that  line  the  shore,  or  from  the 
ashes  of  their  burnt  roots.  Its  exact  composition 
is  held  as  a  secret  among  the  Arabs.  Although  so 
quickly  fatal  to  fish,  it  is  quite  harmless  to  human 
life. 

Very  early  the  next  morning  those  of  the 
Westerners  who  were  about  their  tent  doors  were 
surprised  to  see  a  lank,  muscular  native  stalking 
along  the  shore  in  a  state  of  perfect  nudity.  He 
had  some  light  netting  and  rope  thrown  over  his 
left  shoulder,  and  passed  on  unconcernedly  to  a 
little  bar,  or  reef,  along  which  he  waded  out  into 
the  lake  as  far  as  he  could,  and  then  swam  out  fifty 
feet  further.  Throwing  himself  upon  his  back  in 
the  water  he  unfolded  his  net  and  dexterously  flung 
it  out  some  yards  before  him.  By  a  clever  manipu- 
lation of  the  cords  at  either  end  the  net  stretched 
itself  to  its  full  length,  and  formed  ja,  curtain  some 
eight  feet  long,  the  upper  side  being  floated  by  bits 
of  wood.  Fastening  the  cords  around  his  chest, 
the  man  swam  ashore,  his  movements  in  the  water 
being  as  quick  and  easy  as  those  of  an  eel.  When 
he  had  drawn  his  net  to  land  it  contained  twenty 
or  thirty  fishes. 

On  another  occasion  two  men  were  discovered 
swimming  near  a  great  school  of  fish.  Each  of  the 
men  had  the  end  of  a  net  fastened  to  him,  and 
they  swam  right  through  the  shoal.  Then  they 
approached  close  to  each  other  and  made  for  the 
shore  with  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  weight  of 
the  fishes  in  the  net  behind  them.  They  were  all 
of  one  edible  variety,  and  must  have  numbered  two 
hundred,  of  an  average  weight  of  two  pounds. 

Another,  the  third  method  used,  was  the  forcible 
hooking  of  a  fish  by  a  small  barbed  gaff  at  the  end 
of  a  long  pole.  This  was  generally  practised  by 
the  men  standing  out  in  the  water  waist  deep,  and 
was  apparently  as  effective  as  the  other  two  methods. 
Of  baiting  hooks  the  men  seem  not  to  have  heard, 
nor  is  there  need  for  professional  fishermen  to  bother 
with  bait  in  water  so  bountifully  stocked. 

There  was  no  angling  for  sport,  and  in  particular 
no  fly  fishing.  In  fact,  excepting  for  bream  and 
ruffs,  which  were  not  large,  the  fish  were  all  gross 
bottom  feeders.  The  black  fish,  which  appeared  to 
be  most  plentiful  and  valuable,  were  dark,  scaleless 
things,  something  like  the  salt-water  hake  in  general 
appearance,  though  not  in  colour.  Great  catfish  a 
yard  long  lay  in  the  mud  and  sand  everywhere — and 
these  were  taken  with  the  pole  and  hook. — American 
Field. 


Mr.  Biltmore;  "But,  my  dear,' I  can't  see  why 
you  should  have  stopped  at  that  hotel  if  the  rates 
weie  higher  and  tlie  service  not  up  to  the  standard '!" 
Mrs.  Biitm:>re:  "Oh,  George,  I  was  tempted  by 
their  beautiful  stationery.  They  supply  you  with 
the  daintiest  envelopes  and  the  cutest  little  slieets 
of  notepaper  you  ever  saw.  Besides,  there's  a 
magnificent  half-tone  engraving  of  the  place  on 
every  piece." — Brooklyn  Life. , 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning; 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remarks. — The  river  has 
been  out  of  condition  during  the  holidays.  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  good  fisli  being  caugiit,  though  a 
report  has  been  current  at  Teddington  that  a  pike 
of  221b.  has  been  taken  at  the  weir.  My  friend,  Mr. 
Gaskell,  who  fished  there  on  Dec.  27,  and  won  the 
K-P.S.  pike  competition  with  a  fish  caught  in  the 
weir  pool,  made  inquiries  as  to  the  221b.  fish,  but 
could  not  trace  anyone  who  saw  it.  I  spent  Dec.  27 
at  Hurley,  and  will  give  my  experiences  in  next 
week's  Fishing  Gazette. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Although  the  water  has 
been  in  fair  condition  during  the  past  week  sport 
has  been  quiet ;  here  and  there,  howev-er,  a  good 
fish  has  been  met  with.  Mr.  Batt  has  taken  chub 
up  to  -lib.  12oz.  from  the  Loddon  waters.  Here 
also  Mr.  D.  Newington  has  taken  a  grand  pike  of 
16lb.  2oz.,  and  one  of  101b.  4oz.,  the  largest  fish  I 
have  for  preservation.  These  are  the  largest  fish 
that  have  been  taken  from  the  Loddon  waters  for 
some  time.  I  tried  the  chub  for  two  hours  on 
Dec.  28,  with  C.  Vaughan,  and  took  four  fish, 
the  largest  of  which  weighed  31b.  8oz.  ]Mr.  J. 
Smith,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  has  taken  four  jack, 
best  fish  about  71b.,  while  Mr.  Cox,  of  Henley, 
fi-hing  the  Tame,  took  two  jack  of  81b.  and  81b.  8oz. 
— Stanley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — After  the 
sudden  break  of  the  frost,  since  Monday,  the  pike 
angler  has  had,  as  far  as  the  condition  of  the  water  is 
concerned,  a  fair  chance  to  wet  the  line,  only  a  few 
being  had,  water  being  icy  and  no  sun.  But  to- 
day (Wednesday)  with  mild  weather  more  fish  are 
bemg  had.  Prospects  on  this  free  water  for  five  miles 
with  plenty  of  pike  are  rosy. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District) —  The  annual 
returns  of  fish  caught  in  the  Dart  District  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators  is 
very  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  the  catches  are  quite  a 
record.  The  rod  and  line  salmon  returns  for  the  past 
three  years  were  as  follows  :  Soper's  district,  1904, 
17  fish,  18.5:b. ;  1903,  8  fish,  1041b.;  1902,  4  fish, 
491b.  Smith's  District,  1904,  109  fish,  1208!b.  ; 
1903,  58  fish,  6101b.;  1902,  51  fish,  6231b.  Gregory's 
District,  1904,  256  fish,  25931b.  Driscoll,  78  fish, 
10001b.;  1903,  105  fish,  17481b.;  1902,  103  fish, 
11331b.  The  total  caught  was  460,  weighing 
49861b.,  against  261  fish,  24621b.  in  1903  and  158 
fish  and  1805, b.  in  1902.  About  1.50  each  were 
caught  by  nets  by  19  Stoke  Gabriel  fishermen,  a 
total  of  2550,  and  it  was  estimated  that  032  w*  re 
caught  by  net  in  private  waters;  1212  of  the  fish 
token  at  Stoke  Gabriel  and  Dittisham  weighed 
11.2301b.  The  total  to  rod  and  line  and  net  was 
3642  against  2834  last  season. — Devonian. 

Eze  and  Cana)  (Baecer;.  —  In  the  Exe  and 
smaller  tributaries  the  usual  captures  of  pike,  perch, 
and  ^  roach  have  been  made.  A  large  number  of 
herrings  have  been  caught  by  the  Exmouth,  Teign- 
mouth,  and  Topsham  fishermen,  while  at  the  first- 
named  place  mullet  and  pollack  have  been  caught 
with  white  fly  and  rag  worms. — Red  Palmer. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy). — We  have  had 
some  good  rains,  sufficient  to  colour  and  freshen 
the  water;  as  a  consequence,  several  sportsmen 
have  been  well  rewarded  with  very  decent  *'  takes." 
Jack  have  Leen  running  freely.  Fishing  myself 
with  Mr.  Woodcraft,  we  killed  three  fish  which 
sealed  181b.  ;  the  largest  fell  to  Mr.  Woodcraft's 
rod,  and  turned  the  scale  at  9|lb. ;  we  got  these 
near  Lord's  hole.  Some  good  bream  and/roach  have 
been  taken  at  Sandy. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  ana  Xritontaries. — The  river  continues  in 
condition  for  roach,  perch,  and  pike  fishing,  but  no 
sport  worth  recording  is  reported  in  connection  with 
the  Christmas  holidays.  The  Stort,  Beane,  and  Rib 
are  showing  a  satisfactory  stream  and  colour,  but 
the  water  is  clearing  fast,  and  fine  tackle  is  again 
advised. — ^^Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  »nd  Azxow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  better  order  for  fishing, 

being  clear  and  a  fair  level  Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongh). — Fievalence  of  fog  and 
bad  weather  this  Christmastide  has  kept  back 
many  anglers  hero  from  participating  in  thoir 
favourite  pastime,  and  just  at  the  present  time  the 
wat<  r  is  off  colour  and  out  of  condition.  The  last 
recorded  catches  of  piko  are  by  Mr.  Gent,  91b.  (ioz., 
and  Mr.  Rawlinson,  81b.  lloz. ;  but  the  best  pike 
captured  this  season  was  taken  at  Oundlo,  and 
scaled  over  171b. —  K.  A.  S. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — We  have  had  the 
water  in  grand  condition  all  the  holiday.s,  and 
althouah  it  has  been  misty  and  very  cold  those  who 
have  been  out  have  been  well  rewarded  for  thoir 
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trouble  and  pains.  The  roach  especially  have  boon 
feeding  well.  Out  to-day  (Tuesday)  with  Mr.  Marks, 
of  Ludgate  Hill,  got  thirty  nice  roach  from  ^Ib.  to 
IJlb.,  and  some  perch  up  to  l.Ub.,  a  nice  mixed  bag 
of  fifty  fish.  On  Dec.  24,25,  and  20,  out  with  the 
same  gentleman,  and  did  nearly  as  well  each  day, 
principally  ledgering  with  big  lobs  ;  nothing  und((r 
^Ib.  taken  either  day.  So  now  is  the  time  for 
roachists  to  visit  hero. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  a  good  colour  for 
the  holidays,  but  contrary  to  expectations  fish  have 
not  been  feeding  at  all  freely,  very  few  pike  indeed 
having  been  taken,  and  those  only  of  a  moderate 
size.  Prospects  fairly  good  for  the  next  few  days, 
after  wliich,  if  there  is  no  more  rain,  the  water  will 
be  too  clear. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Coin  (Llanymj- 
nech). — Such  a  long  continuance  of  foggy,  damp, 
and  cheerless  weather  as  we  have  had  of  late  has 
not  occurred  here  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  inhabitant,  and  which  has  been  all  the 
more  felt  as  it  has  extended  over  the  Christmas 
holidays,  and  this,  coupled  with  the  long  con- 
tinued depression  in  the  cotton  trade  in  Lan- 
cashire, fully  accounts  for  the  marked  falling  off  in 
the  number  of  angling  visitors  as  compared  with 
former  years.  Those  who  did  spend  their  holidays 
in  this  neighbourhood  had  no  cause  for  regret,  as 
all  these  rivers  were  in  good  condition,  and,  con- 
sidering the  wretched  weather,  very  fair  sport  was 
had  in  the  Severn  at  Llandrinio,  in  the  Tanat  at 
Llanyblodwel,  and  in  the  Vyrnwy,  the  Shropshire 
Union  Canal,  and  the  Llwyntidman  brook  at 
LlanymjTiech. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
The  Cliristmas  holidays  were  not  a  success  from  an 
angler's  point  of  view.  Those  who  visited  the  water- 
side, hoping  for  sport,  in  the  raw  cold  weather,  with 
the  riverside  almost  a  slough  of  despond,  wished  they 
were  at  home, and  those  who  stayed  at  home  were  glad. 
Christmas  festivities  were  far  more  alluring  spent 
in  the  bosom  of  the  family — that  is,  if  the  family 
was  not  too  large.  Pending  a  report  from  East 
Sussex  rivers,  I  can  only  speak  of  home  water. 
Many  visitors  patronised  Chichester  canal,  which 
is  now  a  shade  bright.  Fish  had  gone  for  a 
holiday  or  were  proof  to  the  lures  of  the  ex- 
pectant devotees.  I  have  not  heard  of  any- 
thing worth  chronicling  from  the  waters. 
Reports  from  the  Adur  are  poor.  Two  pike  were 
taken  from  the  Ouse,  at  Isfield,  by  Mr.  G.  Lewis,  of 
Trafalgar  Anglers,  111b.,  31b. ;  two  by  Mr.  C.  Kemp- 
shall,  of  the  Brighton  Anglers,  at  Harasey,  51b.,  31b., 
and  two  by  Mr.  R.  Martin,  of  the  Castle  Anglers, 
Croydon,  71b.,  51b.,  at  Isfield. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  good 
order  for  fishing,  but  angling  has  not  been  brisk. 
Fly  fishing  has  been  very  quiet ;  pike  have  begun 
to  feed  a  little  better  this  week.  Prospects  for  next 
week  are  favourable. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  tliis  district  is 
now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  is  in  order 
for  fishing.  The  fish  this  week  have  been  on  the 
feed.  Grayling  have  been  rising  for  about  an  hour 
at  mid-day.  Fishing  has  been  quiet  of  late,  and 
little  will  be  done  until  there  is  more  settled  weather. 
— Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — There  has  been  a  continuation 
of  easterly  winds  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  E.  F. 
Spence  is  the  only  angler  on  the  water,  and  in 
five  days'  spinning  he  landed  twenty  pike. — Wm. 

ViCKERY. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  ICidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — -The  first  two  named  rivers  are  now, 
after  a  week's  frost,  exceedingly  bright.  Few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  varied,  some 
days  being  good  and  others  quite  the  reverse.  I 
have  done  fairly  well.  Messrs,  Caley,  Utley, 
Blades  and  others  have  had  some  fair  sport.  All 
the  above  anglers  find  the  grayling  are  now  in  the 
deeper  water  and  rough  streams.  With  reference  to 
my  remarks  re  grayling  and  .snow  water,  one  corre- 
spondent writes  :  "  You  will,  no  doubt,  be  interested 
to  know  that  in  the  Hawes  Association  waters  Mr. 
Anderson,  of  Liverpool,  in  a  quick  rising  water, 
consisting  of  melted  snow  from  off  the  hills,  in  three 
successive  days  caught  seventeen,  twenty,  and 
eighteen  fine  grayling."  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Yore  spoit  has  been  quiet  at  Mashain,  Ripon,  and 
Boroughbridge.  The  Wharfe  has  been  in  very 
nice  trim  during  the  holidays.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches, 
but  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  in  the 
districts  of   Harewood,  Collingham   Bridge,  and 


Pike  Tackle. — The  Harrogate  Spinner  has  given  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  tlioiisands  of  Anglers  ;  kills  fish  when  no  other 
bait  will.  Is.  9(1.  each.  Pieserved  Natural  Baits,  Is.  6(1.  per 
l)ottle.  The  Westennan  Spinner,  for  natural  or  preserved  bait,  is 
used  by  all  the  leading  Yorkshire  pike  tlshers.  Is.  each.  Spin- 
ning Traces,  Cd.  and  Is.  I,ive  I'.ait  Traces,  4d.  Janline  Snaps,  3il. 
.SlrongestSalmon  Gut  Traces,  Is.  (id.  All  post  free. —,r.  E.  MiLLBR, 
Northern  Anglers'  l»ep6t,  Leeds.  Telegrams,  "  Piscator,  Leeds.' 
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Boston ;  some  very  fair  catches  of  grayling  and  dace 
have  been  made,  Messrs.  Richardson,  Reynolds, 
and  Grassham  meeting  with  best  results.  Below 
this  district  a  fair  number  of  rods  liave  been  out  at 
Tadcaster,  Ulleskelf,  and  Ryther,  sport  being  very 
f(uiot.  I  hoard  of  one  angler  getting  a  few  fine 
roach,  weighing  about  lib.  each,  also  a  small 
jack  weighing  over  4  Jib.  The  Derwent  has 
been  fishing  bettor  than  most  of  our  streams. 
In  the  higher  reaches  a  fair  number  of  rods  have 
been  out  at  Yeddinghani  School  House  and  Malton 
At  Yeddingham  very  little  was  done  on  Boxing 
Day,  but  on  'J'uesday  sport  improved.  Mr.  Clayton 
had  a  nice  catch  of  roach,  about  141b.  ;  Mr.  Elliot 
had  a  nice  basket  of  roach  weighing  just  on  lUb. 
— .John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglerd'  Depot,  19 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone). — In  the  past 
month  the  redds  in  the  Ballinderry,  from  Coagh 
Weir  to  Dinkin's  Island,  have  been  turned  over  and 
over  by  the  runs  of  salmon,  and  yet  another  one 
which  usually  consists  of  the  biggest  fish  has  to 
arrive.  With  the  big  spawning  stock  and  the  re- 
stocking experiment  of  last  spring,  this  stream 
should  improve  as  a  salmon  water. — .J.  A.  B.^ 

Belfast  and  District. — The  very  mild  weather 
of  Christmas  was  favourable  to  coarse  fishing,  but 
on  the  whole  comparatively  little  was  done  in  that 
department.  Perch  are  feeding  freely  in  Toome 
Canal,  but  not  so  well  in  the  Moira  Canal,  which  is 
over-fished  the  year  round.  In  the  trout  streams 
the  fish  have  finished  their  domestic  affairs,  and 
already  the  big  lank  lakers  are  dropping  down  to 
Lough  Neagh.  Observers  on  the  Antrim  and  Down 
coast  report  an  increase  in  numbers  of  white  trout. 
There  will  be  no  fishing  in  this  district  till  Feb.  1, 
when  a  few  of  the  Antrim  rivers,  including  the 
Bush,  open.  It  is  most  likely  that  the  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  on  that  date  will  experiment 
on  their  rainbow  waters. — .J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Little  improvement  has  mani- 
fested itself  in  daylight  pier  fishing  recently,  but 
night  anglers  have  found  no  ground  of  complaint 
on  the  score  of  sport.  On  several  occasions  codling 
have  been  taken  in  large  numbers  after  dark,  and 
some  good  bags  of  whiting  have  also  to  be 
recorded.  Christmas  visitors  did  not  muster  in 
such  strong  force  as  usual,  and  most  of  them 
made  a  very  limited  stay.  Mr.  Bryen  had  a 
nice  catch  of  dabs  on  Saturday,  Dec.  24,  and 
Mr.  Baum  took  eighteen  codling  in  the  afternoon 
and  evening,  in  addition  to  several  other  varieties. 
But  few  rods  were  in  position  on  Dec.  25,  and  the 
day's  fishing  proved  exceptionally  poor,  though 
Mr.  Waddell  and  another  angler  realised  some  fair 
sport  late  at  night.  Dec.  26  witnessed  a  goodly 
array  of  fishermen,  including  Messrs.  Wontner, 
Cowles,  Harding,  Wilson,  Bryen,  Tarling,  Hoare, 
Baum,  Dunn,  T.  Sexton,  Bailey,  Chapman, 
J.  Sexton,  Wright,  Dunstone,  Lukyn,  and  tHfe 
Brothers  Everett.  Daylight  hours  sorely  tested 
the  patience  of  all  engaged,  but  after  sunset  the 
fishing  was  very  good,  and  whiting  and  pouting 
were  taken  in  large  numbers,  but  few  codling. 
Dec.  27  witnessed  poor  sport  until  the  evening, 
when  vast  quantities  of  small  pouting  were  taken 
by  all  present,  but  only  a  very  limited  number  of 
whiting. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Great  Yarmouth. — The  Yarmouth  and  Gorleston 
Sea  Angling  Society  fished  a  competition  in  the 
harbour  mouth.  The  first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Allerton  with  a  cod  of  131b.  7oz. ;  second,  Mr.  Carr, 
81b. ;  third,  Mr.  Wigg,  51b.— H.  Salinger,  40, 
South  Market  road,  Great  Yarmouth. 

Plymouth^ — Christmas  week  has  not  been  very 
productive  for  the  fisherman  either  amateur  or 
professional,  although  I  saw  some  boats  going  off 
to  the  grounds  on  Boxing  Day,  when  I  knew  that  a 
good  treat  was  awaiting  them  in  the  evening 
ashore ;  I  expect  empty  cupboards  made  this  a 
necessity.  Mullet  are  very  plentiful  in  the  docks, 
and  some  have  had  catches  up  to  eight  or  nine  dozen. 
Times  have  not  been  ver3'  bright  here  for  some 
time,  but  you  will  not  find  the  fishermen  grumbling  ; 
they  help  one  another  when  things  are  quiet. — 
William  Heardek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hamsgate. — Favoured  by  settled  weather  the 
anglers  here  ha\  e  had  fair  sport  during  the  holidays, 
whiting  and  codling  being  plentiful  for  the  time  of 
year.  The  boats  have  averaged  from  three  to  seven 
score  of  mixtures,  one  or  two  getting  as  many  as 
ten.  On  Dec.  26,  Mr.  Newman,  piloted  by  Darby, 
had  about  201b.  of  codling  in  two  hours ;  Mr.  D. 
Pine  also  had  a  nice  string  of  fish  on  the  same  day. 
Mr.  Laker  and  others  have  done  well  with  codling 
on  the  West  Pier. — Grey  Mullett. 
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^offings       if)c  i^ap. 

"  Spend  not  all  your  time  in  fishing  after  the  present 
news,  humours,  graces  or  disgraces  of  the  Court." — 
Bacon. 


With  this  issue  we  give  tlie  Ttidex  for  Vol.  XLIX. 
(July  to  December,  1904).  Next  week  will  com- 
mence Vol.  L.,  an  appropriate  opportunity  for 
becoming  subscribers.  Send  10s.  (iJ.  to  the  Manager 
for  yearly  subscription,  post  free  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 


SEVEri.VL  reports  from  rivers,  etc.,  arrived  too  late 
for  in^e.tion  last  week.  In  consequence  of  the 
Christmas  holidays  the  Fishing  Oazelle  was  obliged 
to  go  to  press  a  day  earlier,  in  order  that  copies 
should  reach  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  the  Provinces  in 
time.  After  the  Christmas  Holidays  there  are  very 
few  special  meetings  to  record,  as  the  "festivities" 
are  preferable  to  going  to  the  club.  However,  on 
Monday,  January  2,  1905,  anglers  will  disregard 
fogs  and  trains,  find  start  fishing  in  real  earnest. 
Whether  by  land  or  sea  I  wish  them  "  Tight  Lines 
for  1905." 

***** 

I  have  just  said  by  "land  or  sea."  There  are 
anglers  who  get  more  fish  "  oft  "  the  sea  than  "on" 
land.  I  once  heard  an  angler  ask  another  if  he 
fished  for  pollack  with  an  east  wind.  His  answer 
was:  "No;  with  hook  and  worm."  And  then, 
again,  we  hear  of  fish  being  taken  on  the  pier,  or 
in  a  boat ;  but  perhaps,  at  this  festive  season,  it  is 
not  well  to  be  hypercritical. 


The  "fish  of  the  week"  for  last  week  was  the 
"  record  "  roach  of  31b.  10|oz.  It  certainly  was  a 
beauty,  and  I  congratulate  the  Bristol  Water  Com- 
pany on  the  possession  of  such  a  handsome 
specimen. 

•  »  ♦  »  • 

That  was  last  week.  This  week  the  Editor,  in 
his  "  Occasional  Notes,"  records  the  capture,  off 
the  coast  of  Maine,  of  a  lobster  which  weighed 
36Jlb.  You  will  find  the  dimensions  already 
recorded  ;  but  this  is  the  "  lobster  of  the  week." 
***** 

The  "conger  of  the  week "  weighed  SOlb.,  and 
found  its  way  "  up  the  miiddy  river  "  (far  from  the 
old  folks  at  home — or  at  sea)  just  to  spend  a  happy 
Christmas  on  the  Crouch,  near  Burnham. 

***** 

The  "  sole  of  the  week  "  was  one  taken  by  one  of 
the  Hull  trawlers  from  the  North  Sea,  and  sent  to 
me  by  one  of  the  staff  or  crew.  He  only  sent  one. 
I  always  thought  soles  swam  in  couples  or  pairs. 
If  there  were  two  I  sincerely  congratulate  the 
recipient  of  its  mate.  Mine  weighed  6lb.  2\o7.. 
Rather  large,  you  say?  Yes;  it  was.  But  next 
w«ek  will  be  time  enough  to  talk  about  it  at  the 
B.S.A.S.  Anyway,  served  with  "white"  sauce — 
not  melted-butter — and  just  a  "suspicion"  of 
anchovy  it  was  the  piice  de  resistance  of  my 
Christmas  dinner. 

***** 

The  book  of  the  week — this  week — is  the  book 
which  has  been  dedicated  to  "  the  London  anglers  " 
by  the  President  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen.  It  is  entitled,  "  What  I  Have  Seen 
while  Fishing,  and  How  I  have  Caught  my 
Fish."  The  price  of  this  excellently  printed, 
beautifully  illustrated  work  of  350  pages  is  7s.  6d., 
post  free,  from  the  author.  Friars  Stile  Lodge, 
Richmond.  This  handsome  addition  to  the  angler's 
library  is  divided  into  three  parts.  Part  I.,  "  What 
1  saw  and  heard  while  Pollack,  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland."  Part  II.,  "  Spring  Fishing  in 
Scotland."  Part  III.  (last  but  not  least  in  the 
London  angler's  estimation)  is  "Fishing  in  the 
Home  Counties." 

***** 

This  is  not  intended  as  a  review  of  Mr.  Philip 
Geen's  chatty  and  particularly  instructive  account 
of  his  rambles  with  rod  and  camera  through 
Ireland,  Scotland,  and  England,  but  just  to  tell  you 
that  it  iimst  be  read  from  cover  to  cover  to  be 
appreciated.  It  contains  "tips"  and  "wrinkles" 
by  the  score.  When  you  come  to  Part  III. — 
the  dear  Old  Thames — a  glimpse  of  the  splendid 
illustrations  (taken  from  photographs  by  the  author's 
son,  Mr.  W.  K.  Geen)  will  set  you  longing  to 
emulate  the  author  in  his  cjuest  for  barbel,  bream, 
gudgeon,  perch,  roach,  chub,  trout,  dace,  and  pike. 
In  the  concluding  chapter  Mr.  Philip  Geen  says: 
"  I  hope  that  what  I  have  written  may  assist  the 
reader  in  his  special  quest  .  .  .  whether  he  fishes 
in  Ireland,  Scotland,  or  the  Home  Counties." 
Speaking  as  one  of  those  to  whom  the  book  was 
dedicated,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  read  it  with 
pleasure  and  profit. 


The  Leith  Angling  Club  held  their  sixth  annual 
supper  on  Thursday,  Dec.  22,  at  the  Queen's  Hotel, 
Leith,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  G.  P. 
Galloway,  pre.sident  of  the  club.  About  fifty 
gentlemen  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast.  After 
the  loyal  toasts  had  been  disposed  of,  that  grand 
old  veteran  fisher  M.  Winlay  proposed  "  Other 
Angling  Associations,"  in  which  he  wished  them 
every  success,  and  said  :  "  It  was  not  the  desire  for 
fish  merely  that  made  the  angler  tlirow  his  basket 
across  his  shoulder  and  take  his  rod  in  hand,  it  whs 
the  musical  witchery  of  the  river  calling  to  him,  it 
was  the  witchery  of  trees  that  stretched  their  arms 
out  to  him  and  said  'Come.'"  He  also  surprised 
the  visitors  present  by  stating  that  it  was  just 
eighty  years  since  he  caught  liis  first  trout,  and 
that  trout  gave  him  fishing  on  the  brain — from 
which  he  had  never  recovered. 


"Tommy  Taddels,"  said  the  taacher  of  a  gram- 
mar class,  "  what  is  the  feminine  of  '  vassal '  ?  " 
"  Vassaline,  ma'am,"  replied  Tommy  promptly. — 
J  udge. 


McBride,  of  Teddington  Weir,  has  had  four  days' 
fishing  with  various  patrons,  the  total  bag  being 
four  jack,  eleven  perch,  and  twenty-two  dozen  dace. 
My  old  friend,  Mr.  Harry  Willing,  has  had  some 
good  sport  at  tho  weir,  securing  ten  jack,  largest 
71b.  Twelve  jack  have  also  been  taken  by  other 
anglers. 


The  Old  and  the  New. 

Old  Father  Time,  far  away  on  the  hills. 

Lay  sleeping  'mid  heather  aird  broom  ; 
In  lispirrg  of  rain  and  laughing  of  rills. 

The  fairies  were  chanting  liis  doom. 
The  scream  of  an  owl  awoke  him  from  sleep, 

He  threw  back  tho  skirts  of  the  storm. 
Not  wont  to  delay,  shook  his  beard  so  grey. 

Then  arose  to  the  curlew's  alarm. 

Ha !  ha !  sighed  the  wind  o'er  hillock  and  height. 

Haste  away  with  the  .secrets  you  hold. 
With  merciless  scythe,  ere  the  first  gleams  of  light 

Greet  the  morn  with  streamers  of  gold. 
Away  o'er  the  sea  the  orient  is  red. 

The  dimpled  wave  dsmoes  with  glee, 
A  New  Year  is  dawning  o'er  living  and  dead — 

A  day  soon  laughingly  free. 

Then  the  wrinkled  old  Seer,  'mid  doubtings  and 
fear, 

Stept  down  from  his  midnight  retreat. 
And  breasting  the  sea  as  a  breaker  drew  near. 

Sailed  away  the  stranger  to  greet. 
And  joyful  hearts  beat  in  ebb  and  in  flow, 

The  sea-birds  e'en  ventured  to  sing. 
Pale  faces  blushed  deep  with  yearning  aglow. 

Awaiting  the  news  he  should  bring. 

Hark !   the   boom   of  a   gun ;    the  giant  waves 
heave. 

Throw  back  their  salt  kisses  of  spray, 
Then  plunge  and  rebound  in  echoing  sound. 

As  they  hasten  to  carol  the  day. 
Expectancy  hovers  away  o'er  the  brink 

Where  Heaven  embraces  the  earth. 
Eternity  clasps  Old  Time  ere  he  sink. 

Then  gives  to  the  New  Year  its  birth. 

— Fbedk.  Millek. 


On  Wednesday  evening  next  (Jan.  4,  1905),  at  4, 
Fetter-lane,  the  British  Sea  Anglers  will  hold  one 
of  their  up-to-date  smoking  concerts.  A  splendid 
array  of  talent  is  promised  and  an  enjoyable  even- 
ing ensured. 


Doctor  :  "  Well,  my  little  fellow,  you  have  got 
quite  well  again  ?  I  was  sure  that  the  pills  I  left 
would  cure  you.  How  did  you  take  them  '!  In 
water  or  in  cake  ?  "  "  Oh,  I  used  them  in  my  pea- 
shooter." 


A  singular  point  was  raised  in  the  Stockport 
Police  Court  on  Dec.  20,  according  to  the  Man- 
chester Evening  Chronicle,  when  a  youth  named 
Thomas  Bell  was  summoned  for  illegally  taking 
fish  from  a  reservoir  owned  by  Mr.  H.  P.  Greg,  at 
Reddish.  A  man  named  Bostock,  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Greg,  told  the  Bench  that  he  saw  the  defendant 
taking  fish  from  the  reservoir  by  means  of  a  net. 
He  ran  towards  the  defendant,  who  dropped  his  net 
and  bait-can  and  made  off.  Witness  secured  the 
bait-can  and  found  one  small  fish  in  it.  The  Clerk 
observed  that  there  was  a  clause  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  that  where  there  was  a  seizure  of  fish 
there  could  be  no  penalty.  The  witness  pointed 
out  that  defendant  threw  stones  at  him.  The 
Clerk  :  That  does  not  matter.  There  is  no  penalty 
when  there  is  a  seizure.  Tho  case  collapsed  on  the 
defendant's  representative  offering  to  pay  tho  costs 


The  "  Dawson "  footballers  resume  operations 
to-day  (Dec.  31)  at  Wood-lane,  Shepherd's  Bush. 
Their  opponents  are  the  "  Gresham  Press,"  and  the 
kick  off  timed  for  2.30  p.m.  A  keen  struggle  is 
anticipated,  but  the  "  Dawson's "  may  be  relied 
upon  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  wind  up 
the  old  year  with  victory. 


An  Irishman  had  some  beautiful  kittens  he  wished 
to  sell.  A  bright  idea  struck  him  ;  he  would  go  to 
the  Protestant  minister.  So  off  he  went  with  the 
kittens,  and  sang  their  praises  and  used  all  his 
poweis  of  persuasion  with  the  minister  to  make 
him  buy  the  kittens.  "Ah,  sure,  sir,  you'll  get  to 
love  them,  they  have  such  a  way  with  'em.  Sure, 
I  know  them  to  be  rale,  true  Protestant  kittens." 
But  the  minister  said  he  did  not  want  kittens  of 
any  denomination,  and  told  him  to  take  himself  off 
with  them.  A  short  time  afterwards  Pat  thought 
ho  would  try  his  luck  again,  and  this  time  it  was  to 
tho  priest  of  the  parish  he  went.  "  Please,  your 
riverence,  it's  kittens  I'm  sure  that  you're  wantin', 
sich  beauties  as  you've  niver  set  eyes  on  before. 
Oi  know,  father,  they'll  delig"ht  your  hear-t  sure,  for 
they're  rale  Catholic  kittens  are  these."  "Go  on 
wid  ye,"  said  the  priest,  "didn't  ye  take  the  same 
kittens  only  last  week  to  tho  Protestant  minister, 
and  tell  him  they  were  Protestant  kittens  ?  Go  off 
wid  your  kittens,  you  don't  cheat  me."  "  Sure,  yor 
riverence,  their  eyes  weren't  opened  then." 


A  Spartan. 

Unmoved  he  sees  the  years  go  by. 

The  seasons  flash  and  fade  ; 
Old  comrades  pass,  old  memories  die, 

Himsolf  still  unafraid. 

Ho  knows  the  irony  of  Death 

Is  but  a  jest  of  Fate ; 
And  his  the  task,  with  even  breath. 

To  steadfast  watch  and  wait. 

Power  and  spoil,  he  needs  them  not. 

Ambition's  voice,  not  Fame's ; 
He  knows  the  sands  of  centuries  blot 

Lost  records  of  great  names. 
For  him  the  bitterest  winds  that  blow 

Shall  only  make  him  strong; 
He  finds  in  rain  and  hail  and  snow 

The  solace  of  a  song. 

The  iron  tongues  of  bells  may  toll 

Dirges  or  wedding  chime ; 
He  bides  in  peace,  with  stoic  soul. 

Himself  the  peer  of  time. 

Content,  whate'er  shall  cross  his  ways ; 

Happy  if  Fortune  send 
Out  from  the  wrecks  of  nights  and  days 

One  woman,  and  a  friend. 

— Ernest  McGAFrEY,  in  the  Mirror  (St.  Louis). 


The  boy  with  the  grimy  countenance  leaned  over 
the  backyard  fence  and  made  faces  at  the  boy  with 
the  new  suit  of  clothes,  whose  father  was  a  soap- 
maker.  "  Huh  !  "  he  said.  "  Yer  dad's  soap  paid 
fur  them  clothes  !  "  "  That's  all  right,  dirty  face," 
responded  the  other  boy.  "  Your  dad  didn't  help 
pay  fur  'em." — Chicago  Tribune. 


"  How  did  I  lose  her  ?  My  dear  boy,  as  easily  as 
tumbling  off  a  log — by  sending  her  a  box  of  rare 
flowers.  You  are  astonished.  Wait  till  you  hear 
what  happened.  I  was  in  Florida  and  she  was  in 
Chicago,  and  I  thought  I'd  clinch  the  thing  by 
sending  a  box  of  orchids  for  her  birthday  celebra- 
tioru  This  is  what  I  wrote  on  the  card  accompany- 
ing the  flowers  :  '  Sweets  to  the  sweet.  To  one  as 
fresh  and  sweet  and  blooming  as  these  flowers, 
which  are  only  the  type  of  her  own  beauty.' 
Poetical,  wasn't  it  ?  Unfortimartely,  though,  the 
box  miscarried,  and  didn't  reach  her  in  three  weeks. 
By  that  time  the  orchids  were  as  dry  and  shrivelled 
up  as  last  year's  leaves.  That  was  the  last  of  me 
as  far  as  she  was  concerned." — Savannah  News. 


Remarked  the  trout — "I  never  fall 

A  prey  to  fell  designs ; 
I  don't  get  caught,  for  I  was  taught 

To  read  between  the  lines." 


A  BOY  was  asked  at  St.  Saviour's  School,  South- 
wark,  to  define  the  word  "  <rarft<ion."  He  replied: 
"  It  is  when  a  boy  wears  his  father's  cut-down 
trousers ;  because  they  are  handed  down  from  father 
to  son!" 


With  this  issue  is  closed  the  account  for  1904. 
On  Sunday  we  turn  over-leaf  to  start  again.  That 
all  the  entries  may  be  Bright,  Happy,  and  Pros- 
perous is  the  ectfBest  wish  ofj  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  fluglifig  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  chief  item  on  the  programme  for  the  week 
has  been  the  ball  and  concert  arranged  by  the  St. 
Paul's  Society.  Dec.  26  and  27  were  set  aside  for 
this  important  event,  which  I  am  pleased  to  say  (as 
per  usual)  turned  out  a  great  success ;  the  large  room 
was  crowded  on  both  occasions,  and  the  club  will  be 
benefited  from  the  support  they  have  received,  not 
only  from  their  own  members,  but  from  the  members 
of  kindred  societies.  This  club  has  had  a  splendid 
financial  year,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
Gun  Angling  Society.  This  club  is  the  largest  in  the 
city,  and  after  paying  over  £100  away  in  prizes  and 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  to  provide  for  a  new  silver 
challenge  cup  fortheensuLngyear,theyhavebeen  able 
to  paj' to  every  fully  paid  up  member  the  sum  of  10s. 
each,  other  clubs  are  also  in  the  proud  position  of 
doing  the  same.  We  have  had  some  very  peculiar 
weather  of  late,  but  all  our  rivers  will  be  at  the  end 
of  the  week  in  grand  order  for  coarse  fishing.  The 
sharp  cold  nights  have  put  the  pike  on  the  feed,  and 
Bome  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Trent  and 
Anker,  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  first  named  river. 
The  Aston  Britannia  Society  have  elected  a  list 
of  new  officers,  and  I  hope  that  they  will  be  able  to 
bring  the  same  success  to  the  club  in  the  future  as 
the  old  officers  have  done  in  the  past.  I  wish  all 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  prosperous  New 
Yeaj,  and  hope  that  tight  lines  will  predominate 
over  the  loose  ones  in  the  year  of  1905. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  is  very  little  news  to  communicate  from 
the  Fen  district.  The  frost  was  so  severe  at  the 
end  of  last  week  that  many  of  the  Fen  waters  were 
frozen  up,  and  Christmas  angling  seemed  almost 
entirely  out  of  the  question.  A  thaw,  however,  set 
in  on  Dec.  25,  but  only  in  half-hearted  fashion,  and 
although  most  of  the  ice  had  disappeared  on  Dec.  27, 
very  few  anglers  had  resumed  operations.  Two  at 
least  tried  their  luck  with  the  trolling-tackle  on  the 
Forty-foot,  but  they  did  not  find  the  pike  very 
active,  although  they  killed  three  fish  weighing  re- 
spectively 5 Jib.,  3 Jib.,  and  31b.  Before  the  frost 
roach  had  been  giving  remarkably  good  sport  to 
the  worm,  and  with  a  return  of  the  milder  weather 
another  run  of  success  should  be  obtained  in  this 
particular  branch. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  reads  :  "  River 
fining  down,  but  still  too  high  for  successful 
angling."  A  new  club  is  being  formed  at  Altrincham, 
and  the  hon.  sec.  will  be  Mr.  Manby,  late  of  the 
Broadheath  Angling  Society.  The  Openshaw  Stars 
have  just  held  their  annual  "  bust,"  and  40  mem- 
bers enjoyed  themselves.  The  Openshaw  Centrals 
have  been  similarly  engaged,  about  GO  mem- 
bers participating.  There  is  nothing  of  interest  from 
Warrmgton,  Liverpool,  Bolton,  and  other  towns. 
The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  states  that  this 
river  is  getting  into  condition,  but  that  the  weather 
is  not,  so  very  few  rods  are  out.  The  Warrington 
officials  are  getting  ready  for  their  annual  meeting 
in  the  early  part  of  the  new  year.  Things  are  very 
quiet,  even  in  Liverpool,  that  great  city  for  winter 
fishing. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Ichabod  is  written  on  all  things  piscatorial  in 
this  city,  so  to  try  and  write  any  notes  is  out  of  the 
question.  There  are  a  great  many  arrangements 
being  made  for  social  events  of  various  kinds,  but 
beyond  this  nothing  is  to  be  heard  of.  The  shops 
of  tackle  dealers  are  empty,  not  even  any  demand 
for  live-baits  or  Christmas  presents.  The  weather 
is  something  awful,  enough  to  make  anybody 
think  of  making  his  last  will  or  testament.  The 
Sun  A.S.  have  just  concluded  a  most  satisfactory 
financial  year.  The  usual  routine  business  was 
di3po.<ied  of,  and  included  election  of  officers,  etc. 
The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  noted  for  their  annual 
business  meetings,  when  the  agenda  will  be  of  great 
importance,  in  addition  to  the  usual  annual  items 
of  reports,  etc. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

River  conditions  were  favourable  to  pike  and 
chub  fishing  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  and 
many  anglers  were  out.  The  only  drawback  to  the 
enjoyment  of  sport  was  the  duU  and  foggy  weather 
.in  existence.  On  Dec.  20  pike  were  taken  in  the 
Kelham  and  Hazleford  districts,  and  a  few  wore 
met  with  at  King's  Mills  and  Weston.  On  Dec.  27 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  the  Wellington  Society, 
gave  a  trial  to  chandlers'  greaves  on  the  Shardlow 


waters  and  creeled  five  or  six  big  chub.  Mr.  E.  H. 
Birks  had  roach  and  perch  to  the  worm,  which 
accounted  for  roach  on  the  stretch  adjoining  that 
of  Shardlow,  or  Cavendish  Bridge.  Members  of  the 
City  Piscatorials  have  made  decent  bags  of  roach 
and  dace  on  their  waters  at  Attenborough  and 
Barton,  and  some  fine  roach  have  come  from 
Rolleston  and  Farndon.  Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  friend 
had  sixteen,  besides  a  couple  of  choice  bream.  Pith 
and  brains  have  been  used  with  success  amongst 
chub  at  Fiskerton  and  Fiintham  Wood,  and  the 
Trent,  at  the  period  of  writing,  was  running  in 
grand  order  for  the  pursuit  of  the  loggerheaded 
species.  On  Bank  Holiday  the  Nottingham  Anglers' 
Association  held  their  annual  competition  at  Trent 
Lock,  valuable  prizes  being  offered.  Eighty  mem- 
bers took  part,  but  sport Twas  poor,  only  four  of  the 
members  securing  fish.  Winners :  First,  F.  Pell, 
ll|oz. ;  second,  R.  Graham,  7|oz. ;  third,  W. 
Hallam,  5|oz. ;  and  fourth,  S.  Shaw  (president), 
2Joz.  Numbers  of  the  unsecured  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  at  a  future  match. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  held  up  dry  for  the  Christmas 
holidays,  although  it  has  been  cold  and  foggy,  and 
most  uninviting,  and  many  less  rods  have  been  out, 
and  those  that  have  been  out,  with  just  a  few 
exceptions,  had  but  indifferent  sport.  One  gentle- 
man, fishing  far  away,  had  a  few  brace  of  very 
fine  grayling,  although  the  water  was  not  in  good 
condition.  On  Thursday,  two  anglers  had  each 
some  good  grayling,  the  maggot  being  the  bait. 
Some  very  fine  dishes  of  roach  have  been  caught,  a 
lot  of  good  chub  with  the  blood  and  brains.  Mr. 
J.  Evans  had  three  pike  with  live  baits  in  the 
Avon,  Mr.  Kjiight  three  with  spoon  bait, 
heaviest  6Jlb. ;  others  one  or  two  each,  all  under 
51b.  The  fish  all  round  feeding  very  badly, 
although  the  condition  of  all  the  rivers  is  good. 
This  has  been  a  wretched  season  for  anglers.  The 
trout  fishing  bad,  grayling  fishing  very  indifferent, 
and  sport  among  the  coarse  fish  very  poor  ;  indeed, 
there  has  been  so  much  natui-al  food  in  the  rivers 
that  the  usual  lures  used  by  anglers  have  failed  to 
tempt  them.  To-day  (Wednesday)  some  fine  grayling 
and  dace  were  caught  in  the  Teme,  and  others  came 
home  without  a  fish.  The  Crowle  House  Angling  and 
Dividend  Club  held  their  annual  meeting  at  head- 
quarters on  Monday  night,  Mr.  C.  Gibbs,  president, 
in  the  chair.  The  members  of  this  club  have  had 
a  bad  season,  the  catches  of  fish  much  below  the 
average.  The  winners  of  prizes  and  specials  were 
C.  Chandler,  C.  Barton,  G.  W.  Lee,  T.  Knight,  and 
R.  Lee.  The  dividends  for  full  members  amounted 
to  128.  each.    A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 


CUILFAIL  ANGLING  HOTEL, 
KILMELFORD,  NEAR  OBAN,  N.B. 


STOCKING  OF  WATERS  WITH  "TRINITY" 
RAINBOWS. 


Each  winter  sees  the  indefatigable  lessee  of  the 
above  hotel  making  vigorous  preparations  for  the 
succeeding  season ;  and  this  year  as  usual  Mr. 
Macfadyen  has  taken  time  by  the  forelock,  having 
introduced  to  his  waters  on  Dec.  16  a  fine  consign- 
ment of  "  Trinity  "  rainbows,  seven  inches  long,  of 
prime  healthiness  and  excellent  development.  The 
trout  were  despatched  from  the  Oaken  Clough 
Fishery,  Garstang,  Lancashire,  in  fifteen  carriers, 
and  arrived  at  Oban  in  splendid  condition.  Brakes 
conveyed  the  consignment  to  Cuilfail,  and  by 
9.30  a.m.  the  fish  had,  through  the  willing  activity 
of  the  "  Gillies "  in  waiting,  been  transferred 
to  the  quarters  they  were  henceforth  to  occupy. 
Despite  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  several 
spectators  assembled  to  view  the  operations,  both 
interesting  and  animated,  as  the  gaily-coloured 
trout,  all  lithe  and  nimble,  squirmed  vigorously 
in  the  nets  or  occasionally  escaped,  only  to 
be  recaptured  and  deposited  in  the  shallow  shore- 
water.  Speedily  did  they  seek  the  depths,  and  soon 
the  keenest  eye  failed  to  detect  a  straggler.  The 
rainbow  has  been  a  favourite  with  mine  host  for 
many  years ;  and  the  gamenesa  of  this  quick- 
growing  trout  is  universally  admitted.  The  Trinity 
variety  comes  with  a  grand  reputation,  and  having 
been  trained  to  feed  on  the  surface,  is  expected  to 
rise  freely  to  the  feathery  lure  of  the  angler.  Mr. 
Macfadyen  is  the  first  to  introduce  the  Trinity  to 
Scotch  waters,  and  we  wish  him  all  success  in  his 
pioneer  movement,  while  awaiting  with  interest 
the  results  of  his  scientific  and  sportsmanlike 
progressiveness,  for  the  benefit  of  his  patrons 
and  the  improvement  of  angUng  in  the  district. 
As  the  trout  are  already  of  fine  size,  it  is  confidently 
expected  that  many  will  be  hooked  in  the  coming 


seaaon,  and  so  afford  anglers  an  opportunity  of 
judging  their  merits. 

Cuilfail  Hotel  has  not  without  reason  attained 
to  the  high  position  it  now  holds  among  fbhing  re- 
sorts— -for  cosy  comforts  within  and  good  sport 
without  have  always  been  in  the  forefront  of  its 
programme,  and  such  amply  repay  the  ardent  toiler 
"o'er  moor  and  fen  "  for  all  the  "ups  and  downs" 
incidental  to  the  pursuit  of  his  sport.  On  the  prin- 
ciple that  he  who  sows  should  reap,  we  wish  for 
"  mine  host "  a  long  list  and  a  full  one  for  1905,  and 
that  as  a  result  of  his  annual  loch  stocking,  his  own 
"stocking"  may  be  amply  replenished. 


A  VETERAN  FISH  POACHER. 


"Seventy-five  years  of  age,  but  for  all  that  a 
terror  and  a  pest  to  the  Ribble  Fishery  Board  and 
all  the  farmers  in  the  district."  That  was  the 
description  Solicitor  for  the  Board  gave  of  Mathias 
Frankland,  who  was  charged  before  the  Clitheroe 
bench  of  magistrates,  on  Dec.  19,  with  the  treble 
offences  of  illegally  taking  salmon,  trout,  and  rabbits. 
Convicted  and  fined  £  15  and  costs,  or  six  months. 
Being  unable  to  stump  up  the  cash,  Mathias  will 
be  out  of  the  way  for  the  remainder  of  the  present 
spawning  season.  John  E.  Milleb. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

15,465.  Trawling-gear.  Patentee :  T.  D.  Donald- 
son, Brooklyn  Villa,  Tower -road,  Boston, 
Lincolnshire.  Relates  to  trawling-gear 
used  in  herring,  mackerel,  or  other  fishing, 
and  consists  in  providing  means  whereby 
the  depth  at  which  the  trawling-gear  is 
required  to  be  used  may  be  regulated.  A 
sinker  attached  to  a  line  which  passes 
over  a  roller  set  askew  in  the  trawl  board 
is  regulated  from  the  fishing  vessel.  By 
hauling  the  line  in,  or  letting  it  out,  the 
trawl  board  and  net  can  be  adjusted  so 
as  to  lie  at  any  desired  distance  from 
the  ground.  If  the  depth  at  which  it  is 
desired  to  fish  is  known  the  sinkers  may  be 
attached  to  the  boards  by  predetermined 
length  of  lines,  or  the  depths  of  immersion 
may  be  regulated  by  floats  and  lines 
attached  to  the  eyes  in  the  top  edge  of 
the  boards.  The  float  lines  may  pass 
through  fair-leads  to  the  vessel  similar 
to  the  sinker  lines. 

15,826.  Fisliing.  Patentees:  H.  Milward  &  Sons, 
Washford  Mills,  Redditch,  Worcester- 
shire, and  W.J.  Gregory,  "Hippodrome," 
Tony-Pandy,  Glamorganshire.  Relates 
to  the  mounting  of  the  hooks  and  con- 
necting them  to  the  bodies  of  artificial 
Devon  spinning  and  like  bait.  The  hooks 
are  placed  on  the  rings,  which  are  formed 
on  a  hollow  circular  tube,  the  whole  being 
slipped  along  a  groove,  which  is  cut  in 
the  lower  and  upper  parts  of  the  body. 
Through  the  centre  of  this  tube  a  thin 
rod  is  passed,  having  the  Rooks  fixed  on 
one  end  and  being  formed  into  a  loop 
and  a  swivel  attached  at  the  other. 
When  the  bait  is  pulled  through  the 
water  the  fins  rotate  the  body,  the  hooks, 
and  the  tube,  the  pieces  acting  as  rollers. 
The  loop  prevents  the  inner  tube  from 
being  withdrawn. 

17,2.39  Fishing.  Patentee:  W.  H.  Thickett,  104, 
Park-street,  Great  Grimsby,  Lincolnshire. 
Trawling  gear.  Relates  to  the  construc- 
tion of  rollers  for  use  on  the  ground 
ropes  of  trawl  nets,  and  consists  in  making 
the  rollers  from  one  or  two  pieces  of 
wood,  or  from  composition  or  plastic 
material,  and  covering  these  by  a  pro- 
tective sheathing  or  case.  The  sheathing 
consists  of  two  caps  which  completely 
cover  the  wood  portion,  and  have  each  a 
central  hole,  and  two  or  more  bolt  holes. 
The  filling  piece  or  pieces  have  each  a 
central  hole,  through  which  the  ground 
rope  passes,  and  two  or  more  bolt  holes  to 
receive  the  bolts.  Metal  bushes  are  fitted 
in  the  wood  portion  to  take  the  wear 
caused  by  the  ground  rope.  When  the 
wood  portion  is  made  in  halves,  the 
sheathing  is  made  with  projections,  which 
represents  an  inside  view  of  the  sheath. 
The  projections  are  bent  inwards  so  as  to 
clasp  the  wood  portion,  and  the  two 
parts  are  then  fastened  together  by  the 
bolts. 
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Anglers'  Association 
/fipplegate  Institute,  Golden  Lane,  Barbican,  E.G.)- 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at 
^^^•ipplegate  Institute  on  Monday,  l3ec.  19,  at  which 
82  delegates,  representing  42  societies,  were  presided 
over  by  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  the  president,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett,  occupying  the  vice-chair.  The  agenda 
placed  before  the  meeting  contained  many 
items  of  interest.  The  financial  statement  showed 
a  good  substantial  balance  at  bank ;  cheques 
for  rents  of  fisheries,  bailiffs'  salaries  and 
gratuities,  and  various  grants,  in  all  amounting 
to  over  £89,  were  sanctioned,  and  cheques  to 
that  amount  drawn.  When  it  is  taken  into 
consideration  that  all  these  amounts  are  paid  out 
of  an  income  solely  derived  from  the  sale  of  member- 
ship tickets,  and  not  one  penny  is  obtained  from 
proceeds  of  concerts,  visits,  or  competitions,  held 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding,  directly  or  indirectly, 
preservation  grants,  our  members  have  reason  to  be 
proud  of  their  association.  It  will  indeed  be  a 
pleasure  for  members  to  refer  to  the  last  meeting  in 
the  year  1904,  and  say  they  were  able  to  place  on 
record  the  largest  amount  ever  granted  out  of  the 
association's  funds  since  its  inception,  the  hand- 
some sum  of  £30  to  angling  preservation  societies 
of  the  river  Thames.  In  recognition  of  the 
importance  of  assisting  in  the  preservation  of 
the  only  real  public  fishery  on  the  river  Thames, 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society's  claims 
came  under  considerable  discussion.  It  is  the  largest 
society  on  the  river,  supervises  over  twenty  miles, 
is  the  nearest  fishery  to  the  metropolis,  and  is  in 
consequence  visited  by  many  of  our  members  who 
have  not  the  time  or  means  to  go  further  afield  ; 
for  these  reasons  and  with  the  earnest  desire  to 
work  in  unison  with  the  T.A.P.S.,  the  usual  annual 
grant  was  increased  to  £15;  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  and  the  Henley  and  District  Preservation 
Societies  were  each  granted  the  sum  of  £7  10s. 
The  report  of  the  Netting  and  Restocking  Com- 
mittee gave  satisfaction ;  a  contribution  of  fish 
from  a  local  netting  has  been  promised,  the  fish  to 
be  put  into  our  private  fishery  in  the  Grand  Junction 
Canal  at  Langley ;  a  further  big  netting  has  been 
offered  and  is  likely  to  be  shortly  undertaken.  The 
A.B.S.  report  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  and 
the  committee  expressed  the  wish  that  club  secre- 
taries would  pay  up  for  the  tickets  used  at  St. 
Margaret's  competition  held  last  March.  The 
Commons  and  Footpaths  Preservation  Society 
have,  amongst  many  other  matters,  interested 
themselves  in  the  question  of  Thames  fisheries 
and  rights  of  ways.  The  usual  donation  of 
one  guinea  to  that  society  was  sanctioned.  Mr. 
J.  B.  Close  gave  a  report  of  the  proceedings  at 
the  last  T.A.P.S.  meeting.  The  visiting  officers 
appear  to  be  liaving  an  easy  time,  they  want  moie 
work.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  the 
season's  greetings  closed  a  very  pleasant  and  inter- 
esting meeting.  The  General  Committee  Meeting 
will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  2,  at  8.30  p.m. — 
R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Our  meeting  on  Dec.  21  was  very  thinly  attended, 
on  account  of  the  prevailing  fog ;  it  was,  however, 
consoling  to  see  even  a  few  raembeis  turn  up.  A 
gentleman  previously  propo.sed  was  balloted  for 
and  elected,  and  two  further  applications  for 
membership  were  received.  The  secretary  gave  a 
report  of  his  attendance  as  delegate  at  the  Anglers' 
Association  Delegates'  meeting  on  Dec.  19,  and  a 
few  formal  matters  concluded  the  business.  On 
Dec.  22  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  occupied  the  chair  and 
Mr.  Armitage  the  vice-chair,  and  although  the  Fog 
King  still  reigned  supieme,  over  thirty  members 
managed  to  find  their  way  to  the  club- 
room.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  the 
prizes  won  in  our  annual  Christmas  competiti'm  at 
Harefield  on  Dec.  4  were  distributed.  Messrs.  T. 
Adams,  Cracknell,  Lamont,  Loudensach,  Marks, 
Smedmore,  and  others  kindly  contributed  to  the 
musical  part  of  the  proceedings.  Tlie  chairman, 
after  a  few  introductory  remarks,  gave  "  The 
Health  of  our  Absent  Friends  and  Success  to  the 
B.A.S.,"  and  the  secretary  replied.  A  pleasant  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  successful  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close  with  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem.    "Tight  lines"  to  all  in  1905.— E.  B. 

I  Britlsh  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Fog  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  the  last 
ordinary  meetingof  the  year  was  held  in  Fetter-lane 
on  Doc.  21,  fog  inside  and  fog  outside  the  room,  but 
the  cheerine.ss  of  the  season  prevailed.  Mr.  J.  B. 
Howes  occupied  the  chair ;  minutes  and  reports 
quickly  disposed  of,  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary, 
brought  up  the  committee's  awards  of  the  annual 
Deal  competition  prizes,  now  finally  settled.  In  the 
pier  competition,  Nov,  12,  13,  and  14,  the  "John 


Bickerdyke  "  challenge  cup  and  a  silver  medal  were 
awarded  to  Mr.  A,  W.  B.  Brooks,  for  the  heaviest 
weight  of  sizeable  fish  taken  on  the  Saturday ;  a 
silver  medal  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Bullett  on  the  Sunday  ; 
and  to  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar  on  the  Monday.  In 
the  fishing  from  boats  competition  on  Nov. 
19,  20,  and  21,  the  Deal  Corporation  challenge 
cup  and  the  gold  medal  of  the  society  were  awarded 
to  Mr.  A.  L.  Bacon  in  Class  I.  for  the  greatest  weight 
of  sizeable  fish  in  any  one  of  the  three  days ;  a 
silver  medal  to  Mr.  Harold  Wood,  and  a  bronze 
medal  to  Mr.  J.  T.  King.  In  Class  II.  for  the 
heaviest  fish,  a  silver  medal  to  Mr.  W.  Jopson. 
Class  III.  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  cod  taken,  a 
silver  medal  to  Mr.  C.  Adey  on  the  Saturday ;  Mr. 
W.  R.  Harrison  on  the  Sunday,  and  Mr.  F.  Smith  on 
Saturday.  Class  IV.,  similarly  for  whiting,  a  silver 
medal  on  Saturday  to  Mr.  E.  N.  Durlacher  and  to 
Mr.  H.  Gentry,  who  tied  ;  Sunday,  Mr.  Rees  Day ; 
Monday,  Mr.  F.  A.  Woolls.  Prizes  to  be  presented 
at  the  annual  dinner  in  March  next.  Reports  from 
Deal  showed  a  fair  amount  of  good  sport.  Cod  of 
fair  size  were  plentiful.  Mr.  Gear  had  one 
of  141b.,  a  lady  taking  one  of  171b.  A 
very  handsomely  preserved  bass  of  12 Jib.,  taken 
at  Portland,  Sept.  14  last,  by  Mr.  W.  K. 
Summers,  was  added  to  the  wall  show,  which 
includes  some  fine  specimens  of  this  sporting  fish, 
but  this  one  is  the  fiiiest  and  the  heaviest.  A  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Hussey,  of  Deal,  was  read, 
accompanied  by  excellent  photographs  of  a 
turbot  recently  captured  at  Deal,  illustrating  the 
peculiarity  noticeable  when  one  eye  has  been 
injured.  In  this  case  it  is  the  left  one,  and  this 
should  be  uppermost,  and  the  right  is  found  much 
out  of  position.  As  a  result  the  fish  swims  on  the 
wrong  side,  and  thus  both  sides  are  coloured  brown. 
The  position  of  the  fin  has  also  altered ;  in  its  normal 
position  it  came  into  the  line  of  sight.  Such  reversed 
specimens  are  not  very  rare,  but  teach  the  power  of 
nature  to  remedy  defects.  A  very  fine  plaice  in 
formalin  was  shown  in  the  trays  received  from 
a  Hull  trawler,  caught  off  Iceland,  and  over  2ft. 
in  length,  and  a  splendid  fish.  When  received  it 
was  of  a  brilliant  chrome  yellow,  a  colour  not  yet 
recorded  of  Pleuronectes  plateasa  (the  common 
plaice),  and  by  the  absence  of  the  spine  before  the 
ventral  fin  doubt  was  raised  as  to  whether  it  was 
not  a  very  fine  specimen  of  Microcephaltis,  the  largest 
specimen  of  which  known  only  measured  17in. 
This  variety  has  no  spine  as  named,  its  habitat  is 
Iceland  and  the  Northern  Seas,  and  is  found  of 
a  yellow  colour.  If  it  be  one  of  these,  it  is  an 
enormous  specimen  indeed.  A  new  lead,  the  inven- 
tion of  a  member,  was  shown.  It  meets  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  making  a  lead  keep  bottom  in  a 
strong  tide  without  excessive  weight.  It  is  of 
medal  shape  with  eight  metal  cones  cast  on  each 
side,  and  in  use  appears  to  answer  its  purpose.  The 
rooms  will  be  closed  until  Jan.  2,  and  on  Jan.  4 
there  will  be  a  musical  evening. — H.  P.  [Too  late 
for  insertion  last  week.] 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  presided  over  the  adjourned 
committee  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  20.  It  was 
with  very  great  regret  that  a  wire  from  Mr.  F.  W. 
Norman  was  received,  saying  that  he  was  unable  to 
occupy  the  chair  on  the  last  meeting  of  the  year 
according  to  the  usual  custom.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  was 
elected  in  his  place,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent  under  his  genial  presidency.  A  few 
fishing  reports  were  given,  one  from  Theale,  which 
has  yielded  good  chub.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr. 
A.  P.  Zerfass,  who  had  been  successful  in  taking 
some  capital  roach  and  a  very  nice  basket  of  good 
perch.  He  also  had  the  novel  experience  of  hook- 
ing a  salmon  of  at  least  20lb.  weight  on  this  roach- 
pole  and  tight  line  with  gentles  for  bait.  He  had  a 
good  view  of  the  fish,  but  it  quickly  effected  a 
smash.  This  occurred  in  the  Hampshire  Avon  near 
Fordingbridge.  Following  this  narration  it  was 
appropriately  thought  that  an  impromptu  discus- 
sion, "Do  Salmon  feed  in  Fiesh  Water?"  would 
not  be  out  of  place.  This  proved  to  be  correct, 
and  though,  perhaps,  very  few  new  facts  were 
brought  forward,  yet  from  the  experience  of  two  or 
three  members  it  was  considered  highly  probable 
that  salmon  do  feed  in  fresh  water.— Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
A  small  muster  of  members  attended  the  naeeting 
on  Dec.  28,  over  which  Mr.  J.  Potter  presided. 
The  only  matters  of  interest  were  the  reports  of 
holiday  experiences.  Mr.  Attwood,  who  fished  the 
Kennet  has  recorded  261b.  of  chub  and  roach,  best 
roach  lib.  6oz.,  best  chub  31b.  G|oz.  Mr.  Potter 
has  taken  chub  up  to  21b.  14Joz.,  and  roach  up  to 
lib.  7Joz.  Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes,  chub  21b.  13oz. 
Mr.  Rayner,  from  our  Barford  Fishery,  several  pike, 
best  8Jlb.,  and  some  good  roach  and  perch,  best 
perch  lib.  5Joz.  From  the  same  water  Messrs.  Shaw 
and  Dunn  recorded  some  pretty  roach,  their  respec- 
tive best  fish  going  lib.  2Joz.  and  lib.  3Joz. — G.W. 


SUTTON'S  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  AND 
PRIZE  DISTRIBUTION. 


In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Leonard  Sutton, 
Mr.  A.  Livings  ably  filled  the  presidential  chair  on 
Friday  (Dec.  16)  in  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Royal 
Seed  Establishment,  when  £20  in  valuable  prizes 
were  distributed  amongst  the  nineteen  members  of 
the  eighty  forming  the  association,  which  has  now 
existed  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The  splendid 
collection  of  prizes  set  out  on  the  tables  comprised 
six  timepieces  (three  clocks  and  three  watches),  as 
also  case  of  roach,  banjo,  split-cane  fly  rod,  and 
other  angling  implements,  which  Mr.  Livings  dis- 
pensed to  the  general  satisfaction,  drawing  freely 
on  a  large  fund  of  wit  and  humour.  Mr.  Stacey'a 
magnificent  marble  clock,  and  Mr.  Jacob's  pair  of 
roach,  21b.  loz.  and  lib.  lloz.,  caught  last  year, 
attracted  considerable  attention.  Coupled  with 
the  resolution  unanimously  electing  his  Worship 
the  Mayor  of  Reading,  Mr.  M.  J.  Sutton,  J.P., 
president,  and  Messrs.  A.  W.,  L.  G.,  and  M.  H.  F. 
Sutton,  vice-presidents,  was  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  them  for  their  generous  support  and  interest. 
All  the  remaining  officers  without  exception  were 
again  elected,  and  last  season's  rules  and  prize  list 
adopted.  The  two  most  eloquent  items  in  the 
balance-sheet  presented  by  the  hon.  secretary  and 
treasurer,  Mr.  R.  Bowsher,  were  "  Sutton  and  Sons' 
cheque,  £12  10s.,"  constituting  much  the  larger 
proportion  of  income,  and  £2()  2s.  6d.  for  prizes 
representing  the  chief  expenditure.  Quoting  from 
the  secretary's  report,  the  club  season  ending  Oct.  30 
last  is  found  to  be  one  of  the  best  on  record — namely, 
sixty-nine  specimen  fish,  1031b.,  in  which  chub  and 
roach  are  the  chief  factors,  the  latter  being  again  the 
competition  par  excellence  with  thirty-seven  speci- 
mens, 391b.,  average  lib.  loz.  That  perennial  case, 
Thames  v.  Kennet,  was  again  prosecuted  with 
unabated  vigour.  The  evidence  on  both  sides  was 
weighty  in  the  extreme,  and  each  representative 
produced  seven  witnesses.  Mr.  Jacobs  appeared  for 
"  Father  Thames  "  with  lib.  9oz.,  lib.  7oz.,  lib.  5Joz., 
lib.  3Joz.,  lib.  ^oz.,  lib.  ^z.,  and  ISJoz.  (81b.  9ioz.), 
average  lib.  3Joz.,  whilst  Mr.  C.  Cooper  ably  sup- 
ported "Brer  Kermet"  with  lib.  5Joz.,  lib.  4oz., 
lib.  ^oz.,  lib.  2Joz.,  lib.  2Joz.,  lib.  loz.,  and 
lib.  \oz.  (81b.  3Joz.),  average  lib.  3oz.,  only  Joz.  less. 
Mr.  Stacey,  as  in  1901,  figures  as  premier  piscator, 
and  continues  to  "uphold  all  the  traditions "  of 
angling  in  general  and  reaching  in  particular ; 
"  nothing  comes  amiss  to  him,"  for  did  he  not  wind 
up  a  brilliant  seetson  with  a  most  sensational  catch, 
the  champion  chub,  3Jlb.,  on  a  tight  line  ?  One 
gratifying  feature  of  the  1904  prize  roach  team  is 
its  tail — such  a  tail ! — beating  last  year's,  which 
was  a  record  at  both  ends.  Details  herewith  for 
comparison,  namely:  1903,  21b.  |oz.,  lib.  6|oz., 
lib.  e^oz  ,  lib.  6oz.,  lib.  3Joz.,  lib.  2Joz.,  lib.  2oz., 
average  lib.  7oz.  1904,  lib.  9oz.,  lib.  8joz.,  lib. 
&\oz.,  lib.  5Joz.,  lib.  4ioz.,  lib.  4ioz.  (tie),  lib. 
3|oz.,  average  lib  6oz. 

Prize  Winners,  1904. 
1.  W.  H.  Stacey,  60s. — Istchub,  1st  miscellaneous 
(Woolhampton),  1st  roach  (gross  weight),  5th 
(tie)  specimen  roach,  1st  and  2nd  matches. 
'2.  W.  R.  Smith,  53s. — 2nd  pike,  2nd  i-oach  (gross 
weight),  7th  specimen  roach,  3rd  miscellanaous 
(eel),  1st,  3rd,  and  4th  matches. 

3.  George  Taylor,  40s. — 1st  roach,  1st  perch,  3rd 
pike. 

4.  A.  Knight,  31s. — 1st  pike,  1st  miscellaneous 
(eel). 

5.  A.  E.  Jacobs,  268.  6d. — 2nd  roach  (handicap, 
2oz.),  3rd  roach  (gross  weight),  2nd  (tie)  match. 

6.  W.  T.  Bartholomew,  25s. — 1st  pike  (Woolhamp- 
ton), 5th  roach  (tie),  3rd  chub. 

7.  S.  Warrilow,  25s. — 3rd  roach,  5th  roach  (gross 
weight),  1st  match. 

8.  H.  Belcher,  23s.  6d.— 2nd  chub,  2nd  miscella- 
neous (Woolhampton),  3rd  match. 

9.  E.  Spong,  17s.  6d. — Ist  match,  4th  roach  (gross 
weight). 

10.  C.  Cooper,  13s.  6d. — 4th  roach,  5th  chub. 

11.  A.  Potts,  12s.  6d.— 2nd  perch. 

12.  J.  Marshall,  lis.  6d. — 2nd  miscellaneous,  2nd 
(tie)  match. 

13.  C.  Hunt,  10s.— 3rd  perch. 

14.  E.  R.  Hedges,  8s. — 2nd  match. 

15.  W.  Hancock,  128.  6d. — 1st  juniors'  roach,  2nd 
consolation  match. 

16.  F.  Exler,  7s.  6d. — 1st  juniors'  perch. 

17.  H.  Swain,  7s.  9d.— 4th  chub. 

18.  C.  W.  Geseltine,  12s.  6d.— 2nd  pike  (Woolliamp- 
ton),  Ist  consolation  match. 

19.  J.  Kirbjr,  53. — 2nd  matcU, 
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The  Spey  was  in  high  spate  last  week,  and  all 
over  the  haughs.  In  a  way  this  is  good  news,  but 
otherwise  it  means  small  waters  Spey  wards  in  the 
Bummer — bar  plenty  of  rain. 


There  are  few  proprietors  who  cannot  but  be 
interested  in  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  description  of  his 
fish-passes.  It  is  dangerous  ground  to  venture  on 
in  paper,  but  I  hold  strongly  to  the  idea  that  such 
rivers  as  the  Don  could  be  put  right. 


Some  years  ago  Mr.  Malloch  rented  the  Don  at 
Grandholm,  and  offered  "  a  pass  "  at  about  £200, 
for  what  is  now  costing  the  Piries  and  the  other 
proprietors  thousands. 


The  run  of  fish  (saknon)  on  the  Dee  since  the 
spate  came  has  not  been  equalled  for  many  years 
back.  Of  course  it  is  late — too  late  to  speak  of  a 
good  spawning  season — but  better  late  than  never. 


Mr.  John  G.  Burnett  of  Powis,  Aberdeen,  has 
taken  the  remainder  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Lindsay's  lease  of 
the  Pitmedden  shootings  and  fishings  on  the  Don. 
The  arrangements  have  been  carried  through  by  Mr. 
G.  M.  Mackay,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen. 


The  watchers  on  [the  'Don  secured  a  first-class 
supply  of  ova  last  week,  not  for  any  artificial 
hatched  purposes,  but  for  "planting"  up  the  river. 

Mr.  Martin,  chief  of  the  Don  staff,  deserves  the 
highest  praise.  He  came  from  the  Tweed  some 
years  ago  to  the  Don,  but  few  men  have  had  greater 
difficulties  to  contend  with  and  combated  them  so 
well. 


For  all  the  bad  seasons  that  have  gone  before,  I 
am  confident  this  will  be  a  brisk  spring. 

Perhaps  rods  may  be  to  let  on  short  rivers,  but 
not  so  on  a  good  section  of  the  Spey,  Dee,  or  Tay. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE  PAST  ANGLING  SEASON  AT 
WATERVILLE. 


The  past  angling  season,  on  the  whole,  has  been 
fairly  good  at  Waterville.  The  spring  salmon 
fishing,  however,  was  unsatisfactory,  and  in  fact 
very  disappointing.  It  was  reasonably  supposed 
that  spring  salmon  were  up  in  at  least  average 
numbers,  but  the  weather  and  water  conditions 
were  generally  unfavourable,  and  typical  angling 
days  were  seldom  or  never  had  during  the  whole 
spring  seEison.  The  summer  fishing  was  no  better, 
and  the  peal  fishing  was  not  good  at  any  time, 
though  some  fair  sport  was  had  occasionally  in  this 
department.  The  sea-trout  fishing  yielded  good 
sport  from  June  15  to  the  end  of  the  season  (Oct.  15), 
Lough  Currane,  the  principal  water,  and  a  free 
water  into  the  bargain,  yielding  in  the  aggregate 
7500  sea-trout.  The  upper  lakes  fished  fairly  well 
at  times,  but  sport  on  those  waters  was  generally 
below  the  average.  The  best  basket  recorded  on 
those  waters  W£is  had  on  one  day  at  the  back  end 
by  Mr.  Alderman  Dale  and  Master  Dale,  of  Cork ; 
it  consisted  of  thirty-one  sea-trout  and  fifteen  good 
brown  trout.  Coppal  Lake  fished  fairly  well  during 
the  late  autumn  months,  but  this  water,  unlike  its 
big  neighbour  Lough  Currane,  was  not  very  closely 
fished  at  any  time.  The  returns  from  the  Inny 
show  that  sport  has  been  poor  throughout  the 
season,  the  water  and  weather  conditions  being 
always,  or  nearly  always,  militating  against  the 
chances  of  anglers.  The  Cummeragh  fished  well 
sometimes  at  salmon  and  sea-trout,  but  on  the 
whole  sport  was  also  below  the  mark  on  this  water. 
The  mountain  lakes  afforded  good  sport  at  brown 
trout  throughout  the  season,  and  sea  angling 
afforded  fine  sport  at  whiting,  pollack,  bream,  etc., 
from  .June  to  September.  T.  J.  D. 


SALMON  POACHING  ON  THE  TWEED. 


A  SPECIAL  correspondent  of  the  Yorkshire  Post 
writes  (Dec.  19) : — 

"Consequent  upon  the  quick  disappearance  of 
the  heavy  snows  in  the  Border  district  and  the  rains 
of  last  week,  the  rivers  are  in  high  flood.  In  many 
places  the  Tweed  is  overflowing  its  banks,  and  lands 
in  proximity  to  the  river  are  submerged.  At  Mel- 
roso  the  river  rose  nearly  twelve  feet.  The  rise  has 
bad  the  effect  of  bringing  up  a  large  quantity  of 
(almon,  and  on  Sunday  hundreds  of  fish  were 
iratched  by  crowds  of  people  in  their  endeavours  to 


negotiate  the  caulds,  and  most  of  the  fish  were 
successful  in  their  attempts.  The  fish  appear  to  be 
fresh  run,  and  no  doubt — as  can  be  seen  from  the 
freshness  of  their  colour — have  come  right  up  from 
the  sea  with  the  present  flood.  A  few  fungoid 
salmon  are  to  be  seen,  but,  consider  ng  the  quantity 
of  fish,  this  disease  does  not  show  much  sign  of 
prevalence. 

*'  Owing  to  the  great  rush  of  water  over  the  cauld 
the  salmon  are  unable  to  get  up  the  middle,  and 
consequently  are  to  be  seen  in  large  numbers  within 
half  a  yard  from  the  side  making  their  way  up  with- 
out much  difficulty.  Below  the  cauld  for  about  five 
hundred  yards  or  so,  whole  shoals  of  lovely  salmon 
were  on  Saturday  disporting  themselves  in  the 
shallow  water,  many  of  them  weighing,  it  could  be 
imagined,  from  thirty  to  forty  pounds,  and  lying  so 
near  the  edge  of  the  water  that  one  could  quite 
easily  poke  them  with  an  ordinary  walking-stick. 
In  fact,  the  writer  on  Sunday  saw  one  of  the  bailiffs 
walking  up  the  banks  of  the  river  doing  this  very 
thing — apparently  to  frighten  the  fish  away  from 
the  side,  and  thus  lessen  the  evident  temptation  to 
the  poacher,  who  is  at  present  glorying  in  a  rich 
harvest. 

"  In  conversation  with  a  bailiff  on  Sunday,  the 
writer  asked  if  poaching  was  being  engaged  in  to 
any  great  extent,  but  the  bailiff  would  only  answer, 
'  Oh  !  I  ken  fine  there's  ane  or  twa  fush  bein'  ta'en 
oot,  but  no  vera  mony.'  But  from  general  accounts 
it  would  appear  that  a  great  number  of  salmon  are 
being  poached.  On  the  occasion  referred  to,  after 
leaving  the  bailiff,  I  took  a  stroll  a  little  further 
down  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  not  more  than,  if 
so  much  as,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  I  came 
across  two  men  busily  engaged  pulling  fish  out  of  a 
pool  with  rake  hooks.  When  I  got  up  to  them 
they  had  five  fine  fish,  averaging,  I  should  think, 
about  I81b.  each,  on  the  bank,  and  they  were  busy 
pulling  out  another.  Nor  did  my  presence  make 
them  stop  their  nefarious  work.  Going  sp  to  them, 
I  asked  if  they  knew  that  the  bailiffs  were  up  at 
the  cauld,  but  the  only  reply  I  got  was,  '  Oots,  aye, 
oo'  ken  waur  the  bailies  are — dinna  you  be  feered 
aboot  that.  And  what's  mair,  I've  nae  doobt  they 
ken  they're  safer  up  yon.  They  micht  easy  get  a 
duckin'  if  they  cam  ony  nearer.' 

"  And  thus  it  is.  These  poachers  when  attacked 
by  the  bailiff  only  require  to  whistle  for  some  of 
their  compatriots,  who  are  always  in  the  vicinity, 
and  the  lot  of  them  think  nothing  of  throwing  the 
poor  bailiff  headlong  into  the  stream. 

"  On  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  this  week-end  I  saw 
many  groups  of  men  who  from  their  very  appear- 
ance could  imfailingly  be  put  down  as  poachers. 
BaiUffs  were  stationed  at  Melrose  cauld  all  day  long, 
and  to  show  the  audacity  of  the  salmon  poacher,  I 
may  mention  that  yesterday  I  saw  a  man  actually 
pull  a  fish  from  the  river  at  one  side  of  the  cauld 
whilst  the  bailiffs  were  standing  at  the  otlier  side, 
only  separated  by  a  bridge  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  further  down.  When  informed  by  one 
of  the  numerous  spectators  —  who,  by  the 
way,  seems  to  be  in  full  sympathy  with 
the  poacher — that  the  bailiffs  had  seen  him, 
the  poacher's  answer  came  readily,  '  What  div'  I 
care  for  the  bailies.  It  '11  tak'  them  five  meenits 
tae  come  roond  by  the  brig,  and  by  that  time  I'll  be 
far  eneugh  awa'.'  And  it  was  so.  A  pony  and  trap 
were  awaiting  the  poacher,  and  whenever  he  got 
the  salmon  he  bolted  up  the  river  bank  to  the  trap 
and  drove  off.  The  bailiffs  came  round  and  hunted 
about  to  find  him,  but  of  course  they  were  unsuc- 
cessful. The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
small  places  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  do  not 
favour  the  bailiffs,  and  when  the  bailiffs  are  foiled, 
as  in  the  above  instance,  a  grin  of  satisfaction  goes 
round  the  crowd  ;  and  the  bailiff,  knowing  it  is 
useless  to  try  to  obtain  any  information  from  them, 
has  to  take  his  departure,  usually  among  the  sneers 
of  the  onlookers."  John  E.  Milleb. 


HOW  THE  SWORDFISH  IS  CAUGHT. 


In  all  that  expanse  of  blue  and  dancing  water  of 
the  ocean  betwesn  Montauk  Point,  on  the  east  end 
of  Long  Island,  and  Block  Island,  No  Man's  Land 
and  Martha's  Vineyard,  the  swordfish  is  at  home  in 
the  summer  months.  That  is,  the  grown-up  sword- 
fish  is ;  no  one  ever  saw  a  really  little  one  there. 
They  show  up  as  visitors  to  this  country  when  they 
reach,  say,  751b.  in  weight.  It  is  said  that  the 
young  are  only  found  in  the  Mediterranean.  How 
the  matured  ones  learned  the  attractions  of  a 
summer  at  the  New  England  coast  resorts  is  to  be 
guessed  by  those  who  have  active  imaginations,  and 
how  the  fishes  find  their  way  over  here  year  after 
year  is  equally  puzzling. 

They  come  and  feed  on  the  squid,  young  mackerel, 
and  other  objects  of  interest  which  they  encounter. 
This  fattening  diet  moves  them  along  to  a  weight  of 
sometimes  as  much  as  five  hundred  pounds.  With 


their  swords  and  amazing  powers  of  locomotion  they 
have  no  fear  of  anything,  and  thoy  lie  on  t<jp  of  the 
ocean  as  serenely  as  if  there  wore  nothing  else  in 
creation.  The  big,  black  dor.-sul  fin  waves  gracefully 
to  and  fro  in  the  air  as  the  fish  lies  there,  and  often 
the  tail  sticks  out  almost  as  conspicuously.  That  is 
what  gives  them  away.  It  seems  almost  incredible 
that  on  the  great  expanse  of  the  ocean  so  slight  an 
object  should  be  noticeable,  but  it  is  by  discovering 
the  waving  fins  that  the  fish  are  found.  The  boat 
searching  for  them  has  a  look-out  who  scans  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea,  and  finds  what  he  is  looking  for,  too. 
It  indicates  that  there  must  be  a  lot  of  fish  about. 

After  a  swordfish  is  sighted,  the  next  thing  to  do 
is  to  keep  him  in  sight  until  the  vessel  can  be 
brought  around  behind  him.  Usually  she  is  moving 
so  fast  as  to  run  past  at  first.  Sometimes  the  fish 
sees  her  and  quietly  sinks  himself  out  of  sight,  but 
usually  he  stands  by,  and  the  only  trick  is  to  keep 
the  eye  on  him.  The  vessel  comes  up  behind  to 
avoid  disturbing  him,  and  when  the  bow  is  directly 
over  his  idle  and  impassive  majesty  a  skilled  hand 
takes  up  a  lance  and  drives  it  down  into  his  back. 
The  arrow-shaped  dart  at  the  end  dislodges  itself 
from  the  shaft — that  comes  back  to  the  vessel — and 
off  goes  the  swordfish  with  the  dart  sticking  to  him 
like  a  poor  relation.  He  is  no  longer  a  sleeping  and 
loafing  idler,  but  a  magnificent  fish  exerting  all  his 
enormous  powers  to  escape. 

A  cask  is  tied  to  the  rope  that  has  the  dart  at  its 
other  end,  and  when  the  fish  is  struck  the  cask  is 
thrown  overboard.  Then  away  it  sails,  sometimes 
out  of  sight  and  at  other  times  skimming  the  water 
and  making  the  foam  fly  as  it  dashes  along.  In  the 
course  of  time  the  fish  tires  himself,  so  that  a  saUor 
puts  out  in  a  dory  and  picks  up  the  cask.  Then  he 
hauls  slowly  on  the  rope  and  gently  brings  his  catch 
to  the  top.  If  the  fish  is  ugly,  there  is  opportunity 
for  a  lot  of  trouble.  But  if  he  comes  in  peaceably 
he  soon  gets  a  cut  in  the  throat  from  a  sharp  knife, 
and  goes  out  of  business  summarily.  Then  the 
weighty  body  is  hoisted  aboard  and  the  prize  is 
secured. 

New  York  has  no  fancy  for  swordfish  steak,  that 
is  mighty  good  eating,  but  Boston  is  a  ready  buyer, 
and  the  wholesale  price  ranges  from  six  or  eight  to 
fifteen  or  twenty  cents  a  pound,  according  to  the 
supply. — American  Field. 


THAT  CHRISTMAS  GOOSE. 


"  Have  a  chance  in  our  '  goose  raffle,'  Jenkins  ?  " 

The  man  addressed  started,  looked  at  the  speaker 
with  a  fearful  expression  as  if  he  would  murder  him, 
got  up,  and  then  strode  out  without  a  word.  This 
occurred  in  a  bar  just  before  Christmas  where  three 
men  were  having  "something  to  keep  the  cold  out." 
They  had  chatted  together  amiably  enough  until 
one  addressed  the  question  to  Jenkins,  who  had 
acted  in  the  strange  manner  already  described. 
The  man  who  had  first  spoken  turned  to  the  other 
in  a  bewildered  state  of  mind  for  explanation,  only 
to  find  No.  2  laughing  heartily.  The  second  man, 
after  recovering  himself,  said,  "Haven't  you  heard 
the  story  about  Jenkins  ?  " 

"No." 

"Well,  here  goes.  Now,  Jenkins  is  a  very 
economical  man,  and  last  Christmas  time,  having 
heard  of  a  goose  raffle  that  was  taking  place, 
bought  a  sixpenny  ticket,  and  all  the  week  preced- 
ing the  festival  talked  about  getting  a  Christmas 
dinner  for  next  to  nothing,  much  to  the  delight  of 
his  no  less  economical  wife.  The  day  of  the  raffle 
came,  and  Jenkins  went  down  and  proved  to  be 
the  winner.  Now,  this  success  was  the  cause  of 
much  jubilation,  and  Jenkins  beamed  on  the 
world,  and  asked  as  much  of  it  as  was  present  to 
wish  him  a  happy  Christmas  in  the  usual  way,  with 
the  usual  result  that  at  about  midnight  he  made  his 
erratic  way  home,  with  the  goose  dragging  along 
the  ground.  The  usual  difficulty  was  experienced 
with  the  key  at  the  door,  and  after  having  hung  the 
goose  up  in  the  larder,  the  usual  boots  were  taken 
off  and  he  crept  up  the  usual  stairs  in  the  usual  way, 
and  thought,  as  they  usually  think,  that  he  had  got 
to  bed  without  being  noticed.  In  the  night  his  wife 
was  aroused  by  a  tremendous  noise,  and  called  upon 
J enkins  in  the  name  of  mercy  to  go  down  and  see 
who  was  there. 

"  Now  Jenkins,  who  had  not  recovered  from  the 
carousal  of  a  few  short  hours  ago,  was  not  so 
anxious,  and  said  so  in  strong  terms.  But  he  was 
at  last  enforced  to  make  a  search  through  the  house. 
His  start  was  not,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  happy,  as 
he  fell  head  first  downstairs,  cracking  his  skuU  and 
grazing  his  shins.  Investigation  of  the  front  parlour 
was  no  more  successful,  for  after  knocking  over  the 
flower-stand,  putting  his  fist  through  the  mirror, 
and  falling  in  the  grate,  retired  to  the  back  room, 
where  he  soon  reduced  things  to  a  similar  state  of 
'  order.'  He  then  bethought  him  of  the  kitchen, 
and  crept  down  the  passage,  and,  opening  the  door 
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very  gently,  there  beheld  in  the  ehadowa  a 
figure  . 

"Then  all  the  brute  courage  of  Jenkins  was 
aroused,  and  with  a  mighty  rush  (in  which  ho 
managed  to  kick  over  the  coal-acuttle  and  put  his 
head  amongst  the  crockery-ware)  he  closed.  And 
then  commenced  a  mighty  struggle.  They  rolled 
this  way  and  that  (at  least  so  it  appeared  to  Jenkins), 
until  at  last  the  noise  and  the  confusion  brought  his 
wife  down  with  a  light,  and  she  found  him,  with 
grazed  shins,  cracked  skull,  and  a  beautifully 
begrimed  face,  sitting  on  her  dressing-stand, 
singing  a  song  of  triumph,  and  shouting,  'I've 
got  him,  the  scoundrel ! '  After  a  good  deal 
of  trouble,  Jenkins  was  convinced  that  he  had 
not  caught  a  burglar,  but  only  a  dummy, 
and  further  search  showed  that  the  cause  of  the 
whole  of  the  alarm  was  the  goose,  which  had  fallen 
down  in  the  larder.  The  rest  of  the  night  was  spent, 
for  him,  in  receiving  a  lecture  from  his  wife  on  the 
crass  idiocy  of  man.  So  although  Jenkins  had  a 
fairly  cheap  dinner,  it  proved  a  costly  Christmas  for 
him,  as  after  replacing  breakages  and  paying  for 
liniment  and  embrocation,  there  was  little  change 
left  out  of  a  £5  note,  and  this,"  concluded  the  second 
man,  "  is  the  explanation  of  Jenkins'  wild  conduct." 

WiNQ. 


DRY-FLY  FISHING  IN  AMERICA. 


Dry-fly  fishing  is  the  latest  an  gling  cult  in  England, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  will  find  many  adherents  in 
this  country,  though  there  are  Anglomaniacs  among 
anglers  as  well  as  in  other  classes  of  society.  For 
one  reason,  the  dry-fly  must  be  cast  up  stream, 
which  will  never  be  a  favourite  method  with 
American  anglers  for  well-known  reasons. 

With  the  dry-fly  came  the  eyed  hook,  a  modifica- 
tion and  improvement  on  the  old  vertical-eyed 
hook.  They  are  mad©  with  turned-up  and  tvu-ned- 
down  eyes,  and  are,  perhaps,  more  suitable  for  the 
floating  May  Fly  with  cocked-up  wings,  though 
many  English  anglers  prefer  the  "  blind  "  hook 
even  for  dry-flies.  In  some  of  the  smaller  sizes 
equivalent  to  Nos.  10  to  16,  they  answer  a  good 
purpose  for  wet-fly  fishing,  though  I  have  not  found 
them  so  reliable  for  strength  and  temper  as  the 
tapered  shank  hooks. 

And  talking  of  English  dry  fly  fishing  reminds  me 
that  the  brown  trout  of  England,  and  Europe 
generally,  is  now  a  naturalised  resident  of  a  number 
of  eastern  streams.  It  is  not  so  great  a  favourite 
as  our  own  brook  trout,  being  neither  quite  so  good 
as  a  game  fish  nor  food  fish,  but  grows  larger.  Being 
a  fall  spawner,  it  is  in  season  at  the  same  time  as 
our  own  trout.  It  is  also  known  in  this  country  as 
Von  Behr  and  German  trout,  two  most  unfortunate 
and  ridiculous  names.  It  is  the  "  brook  trout "  of 
Europe  and  "brown  trout"  of  Great  Britain.  In 
Germany  it  is  bach  forelle,  which  means  brook  trout. 
Among  English  speaking  people  it  has  been  known 
since  before  the  day  of  Walton  and  Cotton  as 
"  brown  trout,"  and  brown  trout  it  should  be  world 
without  end. — Dr.  James  A.  Hbnshall  in  the 
American  Fish  CvJturist. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebttor* 

[We  do  not  hold  oursdvea  responsiUe  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


"KNAPPACH  WATER." 
Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  "  Notes  from  the  North  "  for 
Dec.  24  that  your  correspondent  in  Aberdeenshire 
says  I  killed  "  fifty  fish  on  Knappach  Water  a  spring 
or  two  ago  in  the  operving  month."  Your  corre- 
spondent is  not  quite  right  however,  as  the  time 
was  between  Feb.  21  and  March  30,  in  which  time 
I  killed  forty-eight  fish,  and  this  was  in  the  spring 
of  1900. 

I  should  like  to  explain  how  such  a  big  bag  was 
possible.  It  was  in  this  way.  From  the  opening 
day  (Feb.  11)  till  Feb.  21  we  could  not  get  at  the 
water  for  ice,  while  on  Feb  21  we  only  succeeded 
in  doing  so  at  4  p.m.,  and  then  on  Feb.  22  (when 
we  got  seven  fish)  it  was  3.30  before  wo  wetted  a 
line.  There  is  but  one  pool  (and  a  stream)  on  this 
water,  and  the  rent  I  paid  was  £12  10s.  only  till 
end  uf  April — cheap  enough  as  it  turned  out,  but  by 
sheer  luck,  as  the  river  above  was  all  frozen  up 
and  the  fish  \inable  to  get  up  past  my  pool  where 
they  congregated. 

The  year  previous  I  paid  £25,  and  only  got  five 
fish.  There  never  has  been  such  a  bag  on  this  pool, 
nor  ever  will  be  till  like  conditions  occur,  but  the 
water  when  I  tried  to  take  it  again  I  found  had 
been  let  to  Sir  Thomas  Burnett,  of  Crathes,  on 
lease  for  five  years  at  £90  a  year,  to  add  to  his 
already  large  stretch  on  the  opposite  side.  Thi<* 
gentleman  does  not  fish  himself,  but  always  lets 


most  of  his  water.  I  should  also  like  to  point  out 
that  only  half  of  the  pool  of  Knappach  really 
belongs  to  Knappach,  the  remainder  of  the  pool 
being  on  Durris  Water,  and  this  is  where  we  caught 
moat  of  our  fish,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  tenant  of 
the  Durris  stretch,  that  fine  shot  Mr.  Meakin,  who 
kindly  allowed  me  to  fish  my  pool  out  down  his 
water. 

If  you  could  find  room  in  your  paper  to  publish 
this  explanation  I  should  be  glad. — Yours  faithfully. 
Captain  E.  P.  Brooke, 

Late  79th  Highlanders. 

Army  and  Navy  Club, 

Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

[Evidently  Captain  Brooke's  take  in  February 
and  March,  1900,  was  a  bit  of  quite  exceptional 
luck. — Ed.] 


A  DACE-GRAYLING. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Saturday,  Dec.  17,  when  fishing 
the  Wharfe  at  Collingham,  Mr.  W.  H.  Grassham 
caught  what  appeared  to  be  a  dace-grayling  hybrid. 
The  head  was  undoubtedly  characteristic  of  the 
dace,  whilst  the  fins  in  form  and  tinting  belonged 
to  the  grayling.  The  scales  were  arranged  ap- 
parently on  the  "half  and  half"  principle,  being 
tucked  away  towards  the  tail  in  a  most  remarkable 
manner. 

My  friend  Mr.  Carr  caught  an  eel  weighing  about 
\\h.  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  neighbourhood. 
I  have  never  known  an  eel  taken  from  the  Wharfe 
BO  late  in  the  season  before. — Yours  truly, 

J.  H.  Bazley. 

[I  never  heard  of  a  cross  between  fish  of  the 
salmon  family  with  fish  of  the  carp  family.  The 
resemblance  must  have  been  quite  accidental.  I 
do  not  think  I  ever  heard  of  an  eel  being  taken  in 
angling^in  December  before. — Ed.] 


PACIFIC  COAST  SALMON  TAKE  THE  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — Two  volumes  of  the  "Angler's  Not© 
Book  and  Naturalist's  Record,"  entitled  the 
"  Green  "  and  "  Yellow  "  series  respectively,  have 
just  come  into  my  possession.  Can  you  tell  me  if 
any  other  volumes  of  the  colour  series  were  issued  ? 
Regarding  your  question  as  to  salmon  being  taken 
in  the  N.  A.  Pacific  Coast  rivers  with  the  fly,  I  have 
frequently  seen  my  father  take  them  with  the  fly  in 
the  Eraser  River.  I  do  not  think  that  there  were 
any  large  ones  amongst  them.  I  have  a  book  of 
his  old  flies — many  of  them  over  fifty  years  old, 
apparently  in  good  condition  yet.  On  page  106  of 
the  "  Green  Series"  there  is  a  note  of  the  fact  that 
the  Quinnat  is  taken  with  the  fly  on  the  Columbia 
and  Eraser  Rivers. — Yours  truly,  J. 

Bradford. 

[There  were'only  two  series  of  the  "  Angler's  Note 
Book,"  and  these  were  I  believe  after  wards  reissued 
as  the  "  Green  "  and  "  Yellow"  series;  the  specula- 
tion was  unfortunately  a  failure. — Ed.] 


RECORD  ROACH. 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  report  last  week  of  the  record 
roach  you  make  no  mention  of  one  reported  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  in  October  last.  A  roach  weighing 
31b.  4oz.  was  seen  "floating  in  a  sickly  condition 
near  the  waterside  at  Great  Marlow,  and  was 
secured  with  a  landing-net."  The  paragraph  went 
on  to  say  that  a  naturalist  vouched  for  it  being  a 
real  roach.  Other  papers  threw  doubt  upon  it. 
Could  any  of  your  Thames  correspondents  say 
definitely  whether  this  fish  was  or  was  not  a  roach  ? 
We  cannot  be  too  particular  about  the  evidence  in 
these  cases,  as  you  yourself  show  by  your  inquiries 
into  the  genuineness  of  reported  catches  of 
"  record "  feh.  By-the-by,  is  it  right  that  the 
heaviest  roach  taken  in  fair  angling  was  Mr. 
Edmonds'  specimen  of  21b.  13Joz.  t  In  the  Fishing 
Gazette  in  October,  1902,  a  Mr.  W.  L.  Radford 
reported  one  of  3ilb.,  caught  with  a  worm  in  a 
mill  pond  ;  and  in  the  same  issue  Mr.  H.  C.  Hudson 
wrote  of  a  roach  of  3lb.,  caught  in  1901  in  a  private 
water  near  Ipswich.  Both  these  fish  beat  Mr. 
Edmonds',  and  they  have  never  been  publicly 
repudiated.— Yours  truly,  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 


OTTERS  FEEDING. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  T.  B.  Weare  about 
the  above,  I  was  fishing  in  the  river  Wear  one 
moonlight  night  in  1903,  between  Durham  and 
Croxdale,  where  the  river  banks  are  broken  by 
heavy  floods.  Standing  in  a  hollow,  I  saw  an  otter 
swimming  swiftly  up  stream,  or,  rather,  the  wave 
caused  by  one;  it  landed  about  two  yards  below  me. 
After  blowing  three  or  four  times  it  quietly  went  into 
the  water  again ;  in  about  a  minute  it  landed  in  the 
same  place  with  a  fish.  An  otter  must  chew  its 
food  very  little,  for  in  less  than  five  minutes  it 
made  three  journeys,  caught  and  at©  all  three  fish ; 


I  think  they  would  be  dace,  for  they  are  very  plenti- 
ful about  this  part  of  the  Wear.  The  fourth  journey 
the  otter  mad©  it  was  away  much  longer,  and 
landed  close  to  my  feet ;  I  lifted  a  stout  net  handle 
to  try  and  fell  it,  but  it  was  off  like  a  flash.  The 
otter  would  weigh  about  201b. — Yours  truly, 
Durham.  W.  Palmer. 


A  FINE  BRACE  OF  PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  preserved  a  fin©'!brace  of 
perch  for  a  customer,  and  shall  exhibit  them  in  the 
window  (with  his  permission)  at  our  city  address, 
6,  Crooked-lane,  King  William-street,  for  a  week  or 
so.  They  weighed  4}lb.  and  4lb.,  and  we  think 
that  they  will  well  repay  a  visit  of  inspection  by  any 
of  your  readers  who  may  be  in  the  vicinity,  as  perch 
are  rarely  seen  of  this  weight  now ;  in  fact,  they 
are  the  largest  which  we  have  preserved  for  some 
years. — We  are,  yours  truly. 

Crooked-lane,  E.C.  Eaton  and  Deller. 


THE    EDEN    AT    CARLISLE— ITS  TRIBU- 
TARIES AND  THE  CARLISLE  ANGLIN(^: 
ASSOCIATION. 
Dear  Sir, — On  Nov.  12,  I  drew  attention  to  tho 
state  of   the  above-named  river  during  the  past 
season,  and    I    am    glad   to    eay   the  sewagp 
question  is  now  seriously  being  taken  up,  a  "  Local 
Government  Board  meeting  having  recently  dis- 
cuased  the  whole  matter."    There  was  only  one 
discordant  voice,  which  was  that  of  one  whom  tho 
town  clerk,  A.  H.  CoUingwood,  Esq.,  an  ardent 
angler  and  kindly  man,  so  ably  disposed  of.  We 
will  probably  soon  reap  the  benefit  of  the  projecterl 
scheme,  and  hop©  it  will  fulfil  its  purpose. 

I  also  drew  attention  to  the  lease  of  the  lower 
stretch  of  the  river.  This  stretch  I  intended  to 
say  was  owned  by  Lord  Lonsdale  and  leased  from 
him  by  Mr.  Thos.  Robinson.  Let  us  hope, 
as  citizens  of  our  old  time-honoured  city,  we 
can  prove  our  worthiness  to  our  betters  by 
realising  our  position,  and  strive  only  for  the 
common  good.  Fishing  is  daily  becoming  more 
and  more  difficult  to  obtain,  and  I  hope  his 
lordship  and  Mr.  Robinson  will  be  able  to  see  their 
way  to  allow  the  citizens  to  use  the  rod  again  on 
this  stretch,  which  they  have  enjoyed  for  nearly 
half  a  century.  Apropos  of  this  then  we  citizens, 
members  of  the  local  angling  association,  have  a 
duty.  I  am  inclined  to  think  this  duty  is  to  frame 
an  additional  rule  debarring  from  fishing  every  day, 
or  even  four  days  out  of  the  six,  such  persons  as 
do  nothing  else.  To  speak  of  the  Caldew  alone 
in  the  spring  of  the  year  I  know  certain  persons 
who  make  a  perfect  trade  of  what  should  be  a  re- 
creation. Such  persons  if  allowed  to  fish  should  not 
be  allowed  to  sell  the  fish.  Let  us  b©  sportsmen. 
To  quote  from  a  Californian  paper,  the  Western 
Field,  representing  a  locality  where  fish  life  must 
aboimd  in  thousands  as  compared  with  units  in 
England,  we  read  a  law  is  statutory  as  re- 
gards trout  fishing,  limiting  the  season  from 
May  to  October ;  size,  smallest,  6in. ;  weight 
not  to  exceed  201b.,  and  no  sale  of  trout 
less  than  31b.  when  dressed.  The  Carlisle 
Association,  I  suggest,  should  make  a  rule 
regarding  the  limit  of  size,  a  limit  of  weight  to  be 
taken,  or  number  in  one  day,  and  a  more  stringent 
restriction  as  regards  men,  and  these  here,  with 
few  exceptions,  are  men  who  should  really  be 
honestly  doing  a  day's  labour,  as  they  frequently 
make  themselves  the  object  of  others'  charity,  who 
can,  or  I  should  say  do,  find  it  possible  to  give 
their  whole  time  to  fishing.  As  IVfir.  Mclnnes,  the 
Carlisle  angler's  friend,  once  so  pertinently  said, 
"  I  see  these  men  fishing  all  hours  a  day,  when 
do  they  work  ?  "  I  should  like  to  answer 
that.  The  association  issue  tickets  to  men 
who  are  not  desirable  members,  and  who  have 
practically  been  banished  from  other  angling 
centres.  Is  this  in  the  interests  of  angling  T 
Finally  (excuse  the  length  of  this  very  necessary 
letter,  Mr.  Editor),  with  the  appointment  of  Arch- 
deacon Diggle  to  bishop  of  our  diocese,  an  ardent 
angler  and  a  working  man's  friend,  something  can 
perhaps  be  accomplished  in  the  citizens'  interest  as 
regards  the  "  Dean  and  Chapter  water  "  either  at 
Wetheral  or  on  the  Petterill.  W©  should 
really  be  able  to  get  this  Petterill  stretch 
if  we  are  prepared — as  I  hope  we  are — to 
pay  ungrudgingly  for  it.  Let  us  hope  some 
one  interested  will  bring  this  letter  and  the  Fishing 
Gazette  before  the  many  persons  mentioned  by 
posting  a  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  marked  each 
time  something  really  good  is  brought  forward. 
The  writer  is  prepared  and  will  in  this  case  post  a 
copy  to  those  he  mentions,  which  I  am  sure;  will 
meet  with  a  hearty  reception,  as  we  are  only  striving 
for  the  maintenance  of  fair  play  and  honesty.  Let 
us  as  an  association  shake  on  our  poacher  members, 
and  by  restricting  the  time  make  th©  fisheries  really 
worth  having. — Yours  truly,      Ettebby  Wath.  _ 
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TWOPENCE 

WEEKLY. 

WITH  SUPPLEMENT. 


REFRE8HING.-8USTAINING. 

"A  veritable  pick-me-up  after  a 
tiring  day."— The  Tatler. 


"For  strengtli,  purity,  and  nourish- 
ment,  there  is  nothing  superior." — 
Medical  Magazine. 


ABSOLCTEL?  PURE  tberefore  BEST. 


ROBINSON  &  CLEAVER 


BELFAST, 


Ltd., 


156  to  170,  RECENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Manufacturers  to  Bis  ilajesty  the  King. 


CAMBRIC 


Children's  .  1/3  doz. 
Ladies'  .  .  2/3  „ 
Gents'.  .  .  3/3  „ 


Price  LUts 


POCKET 


Hemstitched. 
Ladie3',2/'Jdoz. 
Gents',  3/11  ,, 


HANDKERCHIEFS 


"  The  Irish  Cambrics  of  Messrs.  EoBlssos 
ASD  Cleaver  have  a  world-wide  fame." — 
The  Qtieen. 


N.B.— To  prevent  delay,  all  Letter  Orders 
and  Inquiiiea  for  Samples  should  be 
sent  direct  to  Eellast. 


No    Breakfast  Table 
complete  without 

EPPS'S 

The  Cream  of  Cocoas*^ 

OOOOA 

The  most  Nutritious 
and  Economical. 

PIKE  ANGLERS 

SHOULD  SEE  OUR  NEW 

WIRE 

TRACES. 


Do  not  kink.    1/-  each.    4  Swivels. 

THAMES  LIVE  BAIT. 
J.  GILLETT, 

40,   Fettex*  I^ane, 

FLEET  STREET,  E.G. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Bod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

13 T,   ST.   aOHN   BTXTEST   ROAD  &^'Tsu^^?oN) ; 

Factory:  1,  2.  and  S.  ROSEBBRT  AVBNOB  ;  Timber  Storei:  PentonvUle  : 

Teleptone :  1129  Central.  LONDQN,  E.G.       Telegrams:  "TlSHQia,  LONDON.' 


THE  "SIRDAR"  ROD. 


The  best  ail-round  Rod  procurable. 


SPECIFICATION.— Cane  Butt  and  Joint,  2  Greenheart  Tops,  Snake  Rings,  Revolving  Butt  Ring, 
and  Top  Loops,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  Double  Cork  Handle,  German  Silver  Brazings, 
Pneumatic  Button,  Corked  Stoppers. 
Made  in  Three  Sizes:  No.  1,  Light.    No.  2,  Medium.    No.  3,  Stout.   Price  23/-. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  POST  FREE. 


BUMSTED'S^SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


THE   ANGLER'S  OUTFIT 

is  not  complete  until  it  includes  the  TWO  INDISPENSABLES  : 

1.  BURBERRY  SLIP-ON  COAT. 

2.  BURBERRY  SPORTSMAN  HAT. 


To  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishers. 
W.  RAMSBOTTOM, 

14b,  North  John  Street,  Liverpool, 

will  be  pleased  to  give  advice,  not 
only  Where  to  go,  and  How  to  fish,  but 
also  the  Best  Tackle  to  use. 

His  World-famed  Rods  in  Split 
Cane  or   Greenheart  for  Salmon, 
Trout,  and  Grayling,  cannot 
be  surpassed. 

Reels,  in  all  sizes,  made  in  Gun- 
metal,   Vulcanite,   Aluminium,  and 
Brass. 


Salmon,  Trout,  and  QrayUag  Flies 
dressed  oa  the 
Patent  "Parfait"  Hooks. 


Salmon  Flies  of  all  descriptions  kept 
in  stock  or  dressed  to  pattern. 

"Hercules"  Casts  for  Trout  and 
Salmon  are  recognised  as  the  very 
best  Casts  made. 

WRITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 


SLIP-ON. 

Downpours  of  rain 
driven  liv  a  gale  fall 
from  its  surface  in 
streams  of  water. 
Slpet  and  snow  in  a 
driving  nor'easter  fail 
to  penetrate. 

.So  light  and  free 
from  condensing  heat, 
with  no  S(jaking  in  of 
moisture,  and  con- 
sequent weight  of 
water  to  carrv,  it 
maintains  its  lightness 
(luring  a  long  wet  day. 

"  The  principle  of 
the  SLfP-ON  is  a  fine 
freedom  everywhere, 
which  keeps  him  dry 
and  unfettered  (hiring 
a  hard  day's  woi  k  in 
the  rain." — The  yield. 


"■J.  J.,  J.P., 
"  M^tnallt,  9/2/04, 
"  I  have  had  several 
of  your  Slip-on  coats, 
and  as  a  country 
doctor  I  have  found 
them  most  s-uocessful 
in  evti  y  l  es)  ect,  and 
fiiice  usii  g  tl  em  I 
have  1  ractically  dis 
(■aided  all  nac  kin- 
tosh  e«.  1  have 
recinimendf  d  your 
coatS!  to  ttveial  of  my 
friei.ds  and  jiatient.s, 
and  they  all  speak 
very  well  of  them." 

'SPORTSMAN.' 

"The  Gabaisiune  is 
the  best  fishing  hat  1 
ever  used,  it  will  keep 
out  any  amount  of 
rain,  and  the  peak 
protects  the  eyes,  ears, 
and  back  of  neck."— 
Fishing  Oazetle. 


\ 

"  SPORTSMAN,"  WITH  INNER  RRIM  TO  CARRY  FLIES  &  CASTS. 


BURBERRYS, 


30,  31, 
HAYMARKET, 


LONDON 


kote:. 

London  County  Council 
Alteration  of  Number— 


24,  Knightsbridge, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER. 

Telephone :  4849  Geprard. 
Works:  CLAFHAM  JUNCTION. 


Ko  Fisherman  sJiould 
be  without 

THE  O.S.  CAST  CASE 


Solid  Pig  Skin ; 
each  compart- 
ment Parch- 
ment, Chamois 
lined. 

Size,  s|-  inches 
square. 

Price   6/6   Post  Fx*ee. 
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G.  LiniE  &  Go, 

Pirst<ciass  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 
Rods  &  Tackle  for  I 


Sea  Fishing, 

SUITABLE  FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  PIKE  &  SEA  RODS. 


.  s 


a —  

-^^^^cT"  ^'^-n^"' 

U  

18/6,  21/.,  25/.,  and  30/- 


LIVE  BAIT  IN  STOCK. 
THAMES  DACE  AND  MINNOWS. 

All  the  Latest  Novelties  for  Sea 
Fishing:  kept  in  Stock. 


CO 


Complete  Outfits  from  £2  2s.  to  £10 10s.  ^ 

CATALOGUE  POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION.  -J 


63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W.  E 


Fyloe  as.  6d.  net. 

Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams 

SECOND  EDITION  NEARLY  READY. 
By  H.  A.  ROLT, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Piscatorial  Society,  Coatributor  to  the  "  Field," 
"  Fishing  Gazette,"  &c. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPARATUS,  MOLLUSCA,  CRUSTACEANS,  WATER  PLANTS, 
FISHMEAL,  BISCUITS.  &c. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.    SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  infoi  mation  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE   SOLWAY   FISHERY  COMPANY,  LIMITED,  DUMFRIES. 

HARRY  St'RKCKLEY,  Manager. 


BEST  BOOK  OJV  FISH  CULTURE  ever  published  :  "  An  Anqlbe'8  Paradiot,  AHD 
HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  12/10  post  free.    "  Handv  Goidb  to  Fish  Culturb,"  1/2  post  free. 

1.000  Eyed  Ova  and  well-made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  11/6  ;  or,  690  and  Tank,  7/6. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

Ao  (llagtratflit  Prencb  Aogling  P&Der,  pnbllshed  tbe  lit  and  i5th  ol  each  moott. 

Att.it.-iM.I  ^tthHrviption,  4:8, 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — Wybhs  Freiies,  30,  Quai  de  Lonvre,  Paris. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  br 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


LOHDON : 

Sampson  Low,  Mabston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 


KEATING'S 
LOZENGES 

EASILY  CURE 

THE  WORST  COUGH. 

One  gives  relief.     An  increasing  sale 
of  over  6o  years  is  a  certain  test  of  their 
value.    Sold  in  Tins  ISjd.  each. 


THE  WYRESDALE  FISHERY  CO.,  Ltd. 

PETER   ORMROD,   Managing  Director. 


Londoh:  SAMPSON  IiOW,  MABSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limitbd, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 


Ova  and  Live  Fish  for  Stocking. 

BROWN  TROUT  A  SPECIALITY. 

Rainbow  Trout  at  reduced  prices. 

New  Price  List  Free  on  application  to — 
F.  ST.  MAUR  SHEIL,  Secretary, 

SCORTON,  GARSTANG,  LANCASHIRE. 

JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 
SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


FLY  DRESSING  TOOLS  AND  MATERIALS. 


TABLE  VICES,  best  quality,  gun  metal  and  steel,  18/6 ;  electro-plated,  21,'- ; 
cheaper  make,  electro-plated,  12/6. 

FLY  SCISSORS,  best  quality,  2/-  and  2/6  per  pair. 

FLY  TWEEZERS,  6d.  and  1/-  per  pair. 

FLY  TYING  SILKS  or  FLOSS  SILKS,  colours  guaranteed  fast,  2d.  per  skein, 
or  1/6  per  doz.  f-keins,  assorted  colours. 


GOLD  AND  SILVER  TINSEL,  6d.  per  reel. 

GOLD  AND  SILVER  TWIST,  1/-  and  1/6  per  reel. 

JUNGLE  COCK  NECKS,  9/- each. 

DYED  HACKLES,  all  colours,  4d.  per  dcz. 

TIPPET  FEATHERS,  6d.  per  doz. 

GOLDEN  PHEASANT  TAILS  AND  CRESTS. 


A    FEW    CHOICE     DOTTEREL     SKINS,     10/6  esbch. 


Quotations   given    for  full  Out! lis    for  Salmon   or   Trout  Fly   Dressing.  ^ 


illustrated  CATALOGUE  OF  HIGH-GLASS  RODS  AND  TACKLE  FREE. 

London  Agents:  THE  MILITARY  EQUIPMENT  CO.,  11,  Savlle  Row,  BnrllDgton  Gardens,  W. ;  and  at  24,  Jermyn  Street,  S.W. 

w.  jTIcummins, 

NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  ROD  WORKS,  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 
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CLEARANCE  SALE 

Prior  to  Annual  Stocktaking  we  are  issuing  a  Special  List  of  New  (slightly  shop- 
soiled)  and  also  of  Second-hand 

RODS  (of  Tarions  makes),  GOLF  CLUBS,  and  of  GENERAL  TACKLE. 

In  this  List  there  are 


The  Sale  will  terminate  early  in  January,  and  therefore  readers  should  write  at 
once  for  a  SALE  LIST,  which  will  be  sent  free. 

Foster  Bros.,  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire 


ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &c. 


'■  Out  0/  tight  and  lound  of  BaiUoatl*" 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  BpoL" 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  comers  In  Kngland. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 

Jack  Fishing  in  full  swin^. 

1  A  i#r"  iffifmiiiffif  iiATn 

LAKE  VjfRNWY^HOTEL, 

GOOD   ROUGH  SHOOTING  AND  COMFORTABLE 
QUARTERS  AVAILABLE  FOR  A  FEW  GUNS. 

Splendid  Accommodation  at  Reduced  Terms  for 

Families. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOn. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the   Avon.     Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  In  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.    Billiards ; 
Posting ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c. — Address  Proprietor, 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;   comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.    Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Buabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."    Station :  Qlyn- 
oeiriog,  via  Chirk, 

Lake  and  atieam  open  and  many  Good 
Fish  in  both. 

Board  and  Besldence  from  34  Oulneas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Boom  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Obotiths,  Fbiiisham  PoRB.CHimi. 
a.  A.  W.  QRIFFITHa  Proprietor. 

Only  BIX  HOURS'  tvain  Croxn  r<OITDON. 
Station:  LLANFYLLIN. 

Post  and  Telegraph :  "  Hotel,  Lake-Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 

THE  OAKENGLOUGH  FISHERY, 

Garstang^,  Lancashire. 

Px>oppletox>     -     HAROX^D  JACKSON. 

500  Acres  of  Water.                             10  Miles  of  Streams. 
THE  PREMIER  FISHERY  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Fontlnalls.   Yenrliags,  two-year-olds, 
and  three-year-olds,  for  stocking  water.  Season  1904-05.    Bookings  now  being  made. 

Natorally-fed  Flah.   No  horBe-flesh,  making  bottom  feeders  and  cannibals,  and 
produolng  disease  and  death,    Qaaranteed  free  rising,  sporting  fish, 

B'ree  Adviea  by  Post.                              Oorreapondenoe  cordially  invited. 

coTiFfree"f1sh7nc 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.     Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.    Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY.  HDNTS. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middl«»eoe. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.     860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.    Punt  boats.  FVequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Bx>kto 
Welsh  Harp  Station.  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish  : 

Pike,  18  Inch.              Bream,  10  inch. 

Chub,  7  Inch.              Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.               Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  Inch.              Gudgeon,  1  inch. 
Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  16. 

SHOULD  THIS 
MEET  THE  EYE 

Of  Gentlemen  who  sent  some 
Horses'  Hoofs  to  a  taxidermist  in 
Shrewsbury,  for  mounting,  please 
communicate  with  REUBEN 
HEATON,    Universal  Reel 
Works,    Aston,  Birming= 
ham,    who    received    li  for 
mounting,  but  since  then  can 
hear  nothing  of  his  customer. 
4  marked  "Hunt,"  5  "Bibby," 
1  "Forrest,"   1   "Booker,"  3 
without  name  attached. 

THE  SPECKLED  BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by  LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 

London:  SAMPSON  10 W,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).    Boarders,  7».  M.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8«.  M.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.   Scores  of  big  flsh  cauKht  during  the  last 
few  months.    The  largest  Pike  scaling  221  lbs. 
Oood  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKKBY,  Proprietor. 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  Price  List  of  .  .  . 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEVENENSIS,  IRIDEUS,  &C. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN   FISHERY  CO.,   STIRLING,  N.B. 

HOTEL  KENMORE 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B, 

FINEST  SALMON  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Charges  for  right  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Hotel 
Water,  tl  per  .Salmon  canght  up  to  five,  then 
free  in  the  week.    Reserved  Water,     per  week, 
tir  .%».  per  day.    No  charge  is  made  for  use  of 
boats.    Fishing  opens  on  the  15th  January  till 
end  of  May. 

For  further  particulars  apply  W.  KNIGHT. 
NOTl!.— All  fish  are  retained  by  Anglers. 

THE  THURSO. 

RODS  on  the  famous  THURSO 
RIVER  to  Let  from  the  opening- 
till  the  end  of  June,  op  by 
the  month. 

Apply  to  P.  D.  MALLOCH^  Perth, 

for  Particulars. 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

{Close  to  HOLBORN),  LONDON,  W,C. 

WHOLE  CANE  or  QREENHEART  SEA  RODS.  Best  Quality,  Double  Brazed, 
2  Tops,  One  Swing  and  One  Half-Turn  Pulley  l.oops,  Bell  Mouth  Butt  Pulley,  Snake 
Kings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  Brazed  under  Slide,  Rubber  Button  and  Division  Bag  20/" 

WHOLE  CANE  or  QREENHEART  SEA  RODS.    Double  Brazed,  2  Tops,  2  Pulley 

Loops,  Large  Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  Button  and  Bag    10/6 

QREENHEART   DITTO.    2  Tops,  2  Pulley  Loops,  Snake  Rings,  Unlvergal  Winch 

Fittings  „    8/6  &  6/6 

DITTO  DITTO.    1  Top,  Strong  Pulley  Loop    3/6 

BEST  BRASS-LINED  SEA  REEL.   5  inch,  Gunmetal  Spindle,  Optional  Check, 

Large  Horn  Handles  on  Brass  Plates,  Warping  Impossible    9/6 

DITTO   DITTO.   Not  Lined    6/6 

PLAIN  SEA  REEL.   5-inch    3/6 

TWISTED  QUT  PATERNOSTERS  "/6  -/10   1/-   1/3  &  1/6 

TWISTED  LEQER  TRACES     -/3  &  -/5 

CLEMENT  LEQER  BOOM   /U 

OATALOaUES  QRATI& 


ENGLISH  BRED  RAINBOW  TROUT  OVA 

Of   Large  Size,  guaranteed  to  be   fertile,  and   the   Produce  of  a 
thoroughly  acclimatised  strain  of  breeders. 

FOR   DELIVERY   IN    MARCH  NEXT. 

Apply  to  THE  CHESS  TROUT  FARM,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 


RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA.  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

Beared  as  much  on  natural  as  utlflclal  food  ;  sold  by  mlnlmom  meaaurement,  not  by  average 
length.   MoUusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c. 

"  PEPTO,"— Peptonised  Fish  Meal— made  from  pure  flsb  and  pepilne.  Sole  BtltUh 
Agent.   Inspection  invited.  Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  Uit  to— 

C.  W.  WILSON.  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


THE  ARROW  FISHERY, 

HEREFORDSniltE. 

ExceUent  brown  trout  and  RAINBOW  TROUT  at  modeFate  prices. 

All  sizes.    Orders  should  be  given  now  ;  delivery  vvhen  desired. 

Two  and  three-year-olds  reared  in  a  screened  NATURAL  STREAM. 

Natural  Foods,  &e.,  supplied.    Waters  screened  and  improved. 

For  Price  List,  information,  and  advice,  apply— 
THE  ARROW  FISHERY,  Eardisland,  Pembridge,  Herefordshire 


The  Lord  Montagu's  Beaulieu  Fisheries. 


Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-Year  Olds  for  Restocking ;  also  Sea  Trout  Ova. 

For  Frloe  List  and  full  partioulars,  apply  to  E.  Collins,  Manager,  Beaolieo 
Fisheries,  Beaulieu,  Brockenhurst,  Hants. 


THE  FARIO  FISHERY. 

HARRIETSHAM,  KENT. 

Proprietor  L.  MASON. 

Ova,  Fry,  and  Yearlings  of  the  Best  British  Brown  Trout  and 
Acclimatised  Rainbows,  reared  in  Chalk  Stream. 

A  LARGE  QUANTITY  OF  RAINBOW  YEARLINGS 
Fxyom.  J38  pev  tli.oasa>ncl. 

ADVICE  GIVEN. 


WATER  PLANTS. 


NATURAL   FOOD,  &c. 


WYE  VALLEY  TROUT  FARM,  near  Monmouth. 
S.  FARIO  (Brown  Trout)  a  speciality. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-Year-Olds. 

Also  a  fine  stock  of  RAINBOW  TWO-YEAR-OLDS  to  be  disposed  of. 

7-8  inch,  £4  per  100;  8-9  inch,  £5  ;  9-10  inch,  £6  per  100. 
All  Hatching  Apparatus  and  Rearing  Boxes  of  the  latest  type  supplied  at  lowest  prices. 

Apply,  THE  MANAGER. 


THE  MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY 


ESTABLISHED  1S8B. 


Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  Perch,  etc, 

For  Price  List  (paraphlet),  with  Hints  on  Stocking,  apply— 

WALTER  BAILY.  The  Fishery,  Malvern  Wells,  Worcestershire. 


NEW  YEAR^ESENTS 
TROUT  RODS 

(Single-handed),  similar  to  that  used 
by  Mr.  J,  Enright  in  makingr  the 
BRITISH  RECORD  CAST  of  34  yds.  2  ft, 
Weight  of  Rod,  lliozs. 

SALMON  RODS 

As  used  by  the  WINNERS  in  ALL  the 
AMATEUR  and  PROFESSIONAL  SALMON 
FLY  CASTING  COMPETITIONS  at  the 
recent  Tournament. 


CATALOGUES  FROW 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  AND  SON, 

CASTLECONNELL 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON.  Established  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  g^enuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


ANCLO-NORWECIAN  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT:   Col.  W.  BROMLEY-DAVENPORT,  D.S.O.,  M.P. 


The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-ojwnition  betwem  Itk  memben  In 
everything  affecting  their  interests  and  rights. 

It  also  acts  as  a  Private  Agency  {or  Letting  the  Fishlngi  or  Sporting  RIghtf  Of  Its  members  In 
Norway  and  Sweden. 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers,  the  Association  Is  in 
a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in  Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information. 
For  further  detaib,  and  for  Lists  of  Fishings,  etc.,  to  be  let  by  members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec. 

Mr.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKB,  Chard,  Somerset. 


THE  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  TROUT  FARM. 


BROWN  TROUT. 
LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT. 
RAINBOW  TROUT. 


Fry,  25/0  per  1,000. 
Yearlings,  from  30/0  per  100. 
2-year-olds,  from  £A  per  100. 


TROUT 


10  in.  to  13  in.,  from  £8  per  100. 


Apply— MANAGER,  Andoversford,  Gloucestershire. 


THE  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  TROUT  FARM. 

SPECIAL  SALE  OF  RAINBOWS. 

Average  length,  3  in   per  thousand,  £6 

Average  length,  8  in.  ...  per  hundred,  £3  I  Average  length,  10  in  per  hundred, 

9 in.  ...         „  £310s.  |  „  11  in  ,  £ 

Apply   IVT  AN  AGE  R,  JLNDOVSRSFORD. 


ICKLEFORD  FISHERY,  HITCHIN.  HERTS. 

Book  now  for  the  Season  1904-1905. 

BROWN,  LOCH  LEVEN,  AND  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Particulars  and  Price  List,  apply — 

COMMANDER  FELLOWES,  R.N.,  Ickleford  Manor,  Hitchin 


SECOND  EDITION.    Paper,  is. ;  Cloth,  2s.  net 

ANGLING  ANECDOTES, 

By  ROBERT  STANLEY. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 
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FOR 


By  Royal  Warrant  Manufac- 
turers to  His  Royal  Highness 

THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 


]4em  Year 
Presents 


And  to  His  Majesty 

THE  KING  OF  ITALY. 


flOTE. — fiothing  is  moFe  suitable  op  mofe  apppeeiafced  by  an  Angler  than  some  o1 

Hflf^DV'S  CHOICE  mfl^lOFflCTUI^ES. 

What  can  we  suggest  for  a  TEOUT  ANGLER  ?  Say  a  nice  Trout  Fly  Rod  witli  suitable  Reel  and  Line  ? 
Our  "Guinea"  Greenheart,  10  to  12  feet;  one  of  our  celebrated  "Perfection"  Cane  Built  Rods  at  three 
guineas;   or  one  of  the  popular  "Houghton"  Dry  Fly  Rods  at  five  guineas? 

For  the  SALMON  ANGLER,  one  of  our  17  ft.  9  in.  "Champion"  Cane  Built  Steel  Centre  Rods, 
£12  5s.  ;  or  a  16  ft.  "Hi-Regan"  at  £10  ;  or  one  of  the  "Alnwick"  Greenhearts  ?  All  are  celebrated  and  well- 
known  patterns. 

If  your  friend  be  a  SPINNER  for  PIKE  or  SALMON,  then  one  of  our  11^  ft.  "Murdoch"  Cane  Built 
Steel  Centre  Spinning  Rods  at  £6,  with  a  4  in.  "  Silex  "  Casting  Reel  and  Line  makes  a  handsome  present, 
and  is  the  most  suitable  rig  to  be  found  anywhere.  We  have  cheaper  Pike  Rods  and  capital  Roach  Rods 
round  about  a  guinea. 

If  a  small  thing  be  desired,  let  us  suggest  some  of  our  nice  little  Fly  Boxes  or  Tackle  Books,  or  other 
suitable  goods — such  as  Gaffs,  Landing  Nets,  Flies,  Casts,  Creels,  &c.,  &c. 

Kindly  call,  and  we  will  be  delighted  to  show  you  what  we  have,  and  please  remember  it  is  no  trouble  : 
and  that  your  wants,  either  personally,  by  wire,  or  letter  will  have  our  immediate  attention. 

SEND  ADDRESS  FOR  CATALOGUE  TO   BE  SENT   FREE   BY  POST. 

hardyHbros., 

London  &  North  British  Worlds, 

ALNWICK. 


Branches : 


ILiOl^DOl^,  61,  PsLll   ]Vla,ll,  S.W. 
EDIl^^BURGH,  5,  SoutK  St.  I3a,vid  Stx-eet. 
MAInTCHESTER,  X2  to  14,  Moult  St.,  Cr*oss  St. 
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P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HICH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  and  Px*ize  IVIedala  lL'sirax>decl. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone-No.  31. 

Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON.  YORKSHIRE. 


Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 


Apply— Donald  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


TO  PIKE  FISHERMEN. 

H.  JOHNSON'S   Nottingham  -  made 
Pike  Tacitie. 

Send  1/6  for  three  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  quality. 
One  Nottingham  Saddle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead, 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Spinning 
Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel,  and 
Trace  complete.  50  yards  o(  Plaited  Pike  Line, 
will  lift  16  lbs.,  1/6  ;  50  yards  extra  strong,  will 
lift  22  lbs.,  1/9.— 166,  Waterway  Street,  Notting- 
ham. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR   CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 
Always  Ready  for  Use. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  ]/-, 
or  one  tin,  4cl. 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


Bend  a  Fostoard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Koaoh  ...  Is.  6(i.  Per  100  yardi. 

Barbel  ...  is.  Od.  White  or  Neutral 

Pike  ...  Bs.  6d.  Green 

Salmon  ...  l«.  Qd.  )  on  Boarda. 

The  New  "INVINCIBIE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

M     RARNRS  WHOLKSALE  ASD  RETAIL 

'"»""»^>J|  nSHINQ  TACKI.E  MAKER. 

Bt.  Swithins  Banare.  LINOOIiN. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMiVIODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

SHOULD  ADVKRTISK  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addrevs:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

Brimpton,  nr.  ReadinK- 
XROUT  for  Rivers  and  Streams. 

XROUX  for  Lakes  and  Reservoirs. 

XROUX  for  Stocking  Ponds. 
Owners  of  water  sent  full  particulars  on 
application  to  Manager. 


CBAYLINC  FISHING. 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
Pebdbeic  Hoghes,  Architect.Woroester. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Levens,  and 
Rainbow  Trout. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Tv70-year-olds. 

RAINBOWS  AT  REDUCED  PRICES. 
For  price  lists  and  particulars  apply : 
Theo.  F.  Tbacy,  Exebridge,  via  Tiverton, 
Devon. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making,    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


<a- xs  ziar  V  X.  zs  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  ii,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 


will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  anc 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet 

preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 
Ai  Supplied  to  the  Troapi  in  S.  Africa 
Diploma  awarded,  FiBheriea' 
Exhibition.  1883. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  *o. 
Sample  per  post       3<l.f  *«l-f  !/■»  1/6  pub  box. 
I  stamps.    PHOTTT.  SB.  Beak  St..  Ijondon,  W . 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,   skilled    or    unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fish  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  'free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Henry  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham, 


Telegrams.-' REELS.  NEWARK. 


Teletihond  No.  11X1. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  JExport  FisTiing  Tackle 
Manufacturer, 

NEWARK -ON  -  TRENT. 

Agenolea  In  Franoe,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

CATALOQUES  GRATIS. 


PIKE  FISHING:— 

The  "ACME"  Pike  Rod, 

made  of  best  selected  E.  I.  Cane,  3  joints,  11  feet  long,  2  best  green- 
heart  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  rubber  button,  double  brazed, 
partition  case,  and  very  best  quality  throughout. 

SLATER'S  World-Renowned  Combination  Reels, 
Spinning  and  Trolling. 

ii  in.  6  in. 


Size — 


4  in. 


20/-         21/-  22/- 

Made  as  follows : — Best  selected  English  walnut  front,  ebonite  back, 
aluminium  barrel  and  flange,  centre  pin  action,  and  fitted  with  the 
combination  line  guard  and  optional  check.  These  Reels  are  of  the 
very  best  quality,  and  are  the 

BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  ON  THE  MARKET. 


SLATER'S  Special  Pike  Line, 

made  of  special  Silk,  and  exceptionally  strong. 
Fine.         Medium.  Strong. 

6/6        7/6        8/6   per  100  yards. 

This  Special  Pike  Outfit,  consisting-  of  the  above  Rod,  4-in. 
Reel,  and  100  yards  of  Special  Medium  Line,  value  47/6, 

For  £2  2s. 


From  the  Great  North  Sea  Fishing  Port 

SEA  FISH  FROM 
LOWESTOFT, 

A.  HORREX,  Fi^h  Merchant, 
177,  London 
Road  North,  Lowestoft,  sends  Parcels 
of  Fresh  or  Dried  Fish,  rail  paid,  for 
remittances  of  2s.  6d.  upwards.  Say  if 
all  fresh  or  all  dry,  or  half  fresh  and  lialf 
dry  required. 

*„*  Tlie  Editor  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette"  thinks 
no  one  who  tries  Mr.  Borrex's  Fish  will  be  dis- 
appointed. 


MuDiE's  Library 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  opened  at  any  date 
for  THREE,  SIX,  &  TWELVE  Months. 

Town  SubsCFiptions,  21/-  yearly. 
Books  of  past  Seasons,  10/6  yearly. 

FOREIGN  BOOKS  are  available  on 
ALL  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Terms  for  COUNTRY, SUBURBS,  and  PARCEL 
POST,  sent  on  application. 


SURPLUS  BOOKS 

AND 

NEW  REMAINDERS 

OFFERED  AT  GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES. 


A  NEW  LIST,  now  ready,  contains 
Popular  Wobks  on  SPORT,  TRAVEL, 
BIOGRAPHY,  and  FICTION.  Sent 
post  free  on  application  to 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  W.C.] 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W.       >  LONDON. 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C.j 


FISH  MOUNTING. 

Correct  Shape  and  Colouring  Guaranteed. 

Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Fish  Specialist 

E.  W.  LITTLE, 

16,  Gt.  Quebec  Street,  Marylebone  Road,  W. 


Note  Address — 

FORD,  GAISTOR 


SPECIAL  LINES 

IN  COARSE  FISH. 

Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  ifcc.  Every  number  of  "THE  PUB- 
LISHERS' ClRCDLAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  Hd.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan'*  Hoiue,  Fett«r  Lane,  London,  KV.  
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New  Year  Presents 


THE  "NORFOLK"  PIKE  SPINNING  OR  TROLLING  ROD. 


1                           Mit  ttnf,  U.J 

"  "     v"  * 

— w  

The  butt  and  joint  are  made  of  selected  East  India  cane,  the  tops  are  greenheart  and  of  different  lengths,  as  illustrated,  Cork  handle,  snake  rings,  pronged 
guard  butt  ring  with  phosphor  bronze  inner  revolving  ring,  revolving  top  rings,  straight  metal  suction  joints,  and  universal  winch  fittings.  Made  in  the 
following  lengths  :— 

10  ft.  6  in.,  11  ft.,  11  ft.  6  in.,  and  12  ft.   Price,  £1  lOs.  A  really  good  serviceable  Bod,  and  one  we  can  strongly  recommend. 


WATERPROOF  "FREKE" 
FISHING  BAGS. 


JAPANNED  TIN  TACKLE  CASES. 


Made  in  four  sizes  and  will  tie  foiiiul  the  most 
compact  form  of  tackle  case  made. 

THE  "FRANCIS"  TROUT  FLY  BOOK. 


THE  "MULTUM  IN  PARVO' 
FLY  BOX. 

Designed  by  G.  Ashley  Dodd,  Esq. 


SALMON  FLY  BOX. 


Size,  8i  in.  long  by  il  in.  wide  by  2  in.  deep.  Airtight 
lid,  with  sliding  bolt  and  handle  on  back.  Therei  are  « 
aluminium  trays,  5  of  them  with  4  rows  of  springs,  and  1 
tray  with  small  springs  for  grilse  flies,  &c.  The  box 
holds  in  all  14  doz.  flies. 

THE  "KENNET" 
DRY  FLY  AND  CAST  BOX. 

Japanned  Tin.   Ulack  outside.    White  inside. 


Size,  6  in.  long  by  38  in.  wide  by  1  in.  deep. 

THE  IMPROVED  "GYE"  SLIP 
iXANDING  NET. 

Invented  by  Ilis  Honodr  Judge  PERcr  Gte. 


ANGLER'S  KNIFE. 

Very  Useful. 


"CORRUGATED  CORK" 
[EYED  FLY  AND  CAST  BOX. 

Invented  by  E.  A.  Briggs.  Esq. 


Price  List. 


(250  iilustrations.) 


Gratis  and  Post  Free. 


C.  FARLOW  &  CO^  LTD.,  191,  STRAND,  UONDON,  W.C. 

Telephone  :  No.  2620  Gerrard.  Telegrams :  "  Greenheart,  London." 
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lAST  INDIA  MOTTLED 
CANES. 

Special  Consignment  of  the  above,  very 
In  In  Butt,  and  from  18  ft,  long,  perfect  natural 
jds,  In  one  piece  as  imported,  prices  1/6  to  2/6 
ch  Very  fine  picked,  price  3/6  each.  Makes 
e  best  and  lightest  of  Salmon  or  Sea  Bods,  &o. 

.  mHlTTY,  16,  Basnett  St.tiyerpool. 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dnbbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Gkwd  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 

10/2i,  12/3, 
14/-,  15/9. 

SUIT  LENGTH  BANTRY 
"HOMESPUN"  TWEEDS, 

Variety  of  shades  ;  pure  wool ;  stylish, 
durable ;  unexcelled  for  fishing,  shooting, 
and  golfing  suits  and  costumes ;  patterns 
free.  Thomas  Copithoenb,  Bantry, 
Ireland. 


FISH  PRESERVED  AND  MOUNTED 

Entirely  new  style  (Registered  by  Royal 
Letters  Patent).   First-class  work,  low 
charges. 


FIsb  Specialist  and  Expert  Taxidermist, 

BLOOJUSBVItT,  BIRMINGHAM, 
Club  Secretaries  should  write  for  Special  Terms. 
Nearly  800  Testimonials,  all  entirely  unsolicited. 

Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON :  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 
MONDAY,  JANUARY  2,  1905, 

At  Eight  o'clock. 

HANDEL'S 

MESSIAH 

The  additional  accompaniments  by  Mozart  will 
be  dispensed  with,  and  the  work  given  with 
Handel's  accompaniments  only. 


Miss  Evangeline  Florence 
Madame  Clara  Butt 
Mr.  William  Green 
Mr.  Watkin  Mills 

BAND    AND    CHORUS   ONE  THOUSAND. 


Organist 


Mr.  H,  X.  Balfmtr. 


CONDUCTOR  -  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Commbnob  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7«.  6d.     Arena,  6g. 
Boxes,  £1  lis.  6(/.  to  £3  'ix. 
Ralconv  (  Reserved      (rows  1  to  4)    ...  Bs. 
caicony  y  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8)    ...  it. 
GALLERY  (PROMENADE),  TWO  SHILLINGS. 

Tickets  of  Usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 


Ang:lers  wiBhing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

Por  PUhing  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Ooantry 

SHODLD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

"  Wanted"  advtt.,  18  uwdt,  M.;  BOwonb,  !«.,  tn'epaid. 

Address :  News  Offlee.  Ashbourne. 


THE 


BYSTANDER. 

Px*ioe  6cl. 

ilti  Illustrated  Weekip  Journal 

(Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of  The  Oraphic). 


EVERY  TUESDAY. 


Office :  TALLig  St.,  Whitefbiabb,  E.O. 


Artistic  Decorations. 

THE  FOUR  CELEBRATED 
SHOOTING  SUBJECTS 

After  GEORGE  MORLAND. 

In  Old  Style  Frames,  Black  and  Gold, 

with  Black  Mount. 
Price  2s.  Sd.  each,  the  set  Qs. ;  or 
2s.  6d.  each,  the  set  lOs.  (carriage  paid) 
In  United  Kingdom. 


Catalogues  free  on  application  to 

GRAPHIC  OFFICE, 
Fine  Art  Depaptment.  190.  Strand.  W.C. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  other 
departments  are :  Shooting,  Natural  History. 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WBBKL  Y.    ILL  USTRA  TED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane  PornhiM,  London 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


YOUR  OLD  ROD 

Or  anything  else  that  you  have  done  with 
may  be  easily  sold  for  fair  value  through 
the  medium  of 

THE  BAZAAR  EXCHANGE  AND  MART 

Newspaper ;  or  you  can  as  easily  obtain 
anything  you  want  on  very  reasonable 
terms  through  the  same  medium.  Estab- 
lished 37  years.  Get  a  copy  and  see  for 
yourself.  Price  2d.,  at  all  Bookstalls 
and  Newsagents',  or  specimen  copy  sent 
post  free  for  three  Id.  stamps.  Bazaab 
Bdildings.  Drury  Lane,  London.  W.O. 


THK  MODEHN  ANGLEli. 
A  Practical  Handljook  on  all  kinds  of  Angling, 
both  Fresh  Water  and  Sea.     By  "OTTER." 
Well  IlUistrated.  New  Edition.  In  cloth  gilt, 
price  2/6,  by  post  2/9. 

PJiACTICAL  BOAT  BUILDING  FOR 
AMATEURS. 
Containins  Full  Instructions  for  Designing  and 
Building  Punts,  Skiffs,  Canoes,  Sailing  Boats, 
ifec.  Fully  Illustrated  with  Working  Diagrams. 
By  Adrian  Neison,  C.E.  In  cloth  gilt,  price 
2/6,  by  post  2/9. 

CRIES  AND  CALL  NOTES  OF  WILD 
BIRDS. 

Described  at  length.  By  C.  A.  Witchell. 
Price  1/-,  by  post  1/2. 
BRIDdE  WHIST: 
Its  Whys  and  Wherefores.  The  Game  taught 
by  Reason  instead  of  by  Rule.  By  C.  J.  Mkl- 
ROSE.  With  Illustrative  Hands  printed  in 
Colours.  In  cloth  gilt,  price  3/6,  by  post 
3/10 ;  in  half  leather,  gilt  top,  5/6,  by  post 
5/1 0. 

BREAKING  AND  TRAINING  DOGS 

Being  Concise  Directions  for  their  Education, 
both  for  the  Field  and  as  Companions.  By 
"Pathfinder."  Many  new  Illustrations.  In 
cloth  gilt,  price  6/6,  Ijy  post  6/10. 

London :  L.  UPCOTT  GILL,  Bazaar  Buildings, 
Drury  Lane,  London,  W.C. 


ASK 

your  Fishing- 
Tackle  iVialier 
to  show  you 
the  (Regd.) 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


LEADS" 


(Can  be  easily  detached  and  attached 
without  removing  trace,  and  prevent  all 
kinking) 

for  the 
Spinning 
TracOi  etc. 
For  Sea 
Fishing  on 
trace,  or  as 
Sinker,  etc. 

(Tackle  makers  can  have  Sample  Show- 
Cards  of  the  Wholesale  Makers, 
B.  ALLOOOK  &  00.,  Bedditoh.) 


Also  the 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


FLOAT 


for 

Pike  Fishing 
and 

Sea  Fishing. 

(Oan  be  Instantly  attaohed  to  or  detached 
from  a  line  without  removing  tcaoe,  etc.) 


Wholesale  only  of 

S.ALLGOGK&GO. 

REDDITCH, 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Pull  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Flshlngi  to 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.WATSON  LYALL&Co.,Lt(l. 

Land  Agents, 

118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  Is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


WORMS,  MAGGOTS,  and  PRE- 
SERVED BAITS.  Specially  pre- 
pared Brandlings  and  Cockspur  Worms 
for  Grayling,  Roach,  and  Perch,  and 
clean,  freshly-bred  Gentles,  1/3,  2/6, 
and  5/-  per  box,  carriage  paid.  Bright 
and  Tough  preserved  Gudgeon,  Dace, 
Sprats,  and  Minnows,  1/6  per  bottle,  post 
free. — J.  E.  Millbb,  Northern  Angler's 
Depot,  19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 


"VyORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
*  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  For  Cash  only.  One 
gross,  properly  scoured,  packed  in  moss 
in  good  bag,  carriage  paid,  for  Is.  M. ;  2 
gross  do.,  3s.  Send  P. 0.0.  to  Hardy  Bros., 
5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 

BOOTH'S '97  Lp  Roach  Rod 

3  joint,  balanced  handle, cane, lancewood 
top,  snake  rings,  brazed,  winch  fittings ; 
best  bag ;  lightest  Rod  used.  lOA,  11, 
and  12  feet.  5/4,  5/10,  and  6/6.  I 
have  some  ready,  carriage  4<i. 
17  in.  DRAWN  CUT,  3  &  4X,  Chest- 
nut  stain.  3/11  per  100,  2/-  pel 
60  lengths  ;  less  than  wholesale  price. 
JUST  IN. 

5X  DRAWN,  16  in.  A  treat.  4/- per  100. 
BOOTH'S  SEA-FISH  ATTRACTOR  (P'o- 

teoted),  with  tan  line  and  winder. 
BOOTH'S    LINE  GUARD  (Begistered), 
up  to  3  In.,  6d. ;  large,  M.  each.  The 
only  useful  line  guard.   A  big  success. 

Write  lor  Wholesale  List  of  Sea-flsh  Attractor, 
Line  Guard,  and  Out. 

BOOTH,  Fishing;- Rod  Maker, 

Paragon  Street,  Hull. 

PORCELAIN 
RINGS. 

The  unqualified  success  of  our  genuine 
Porcelain  Rod  Ring  is  attested  by  the 
leading  anglers  of  the  day.  List  of  sizes, 
prices,  and  particulars  free. 

W.  DAXiS, 

Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  Staffs. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Lord  Knoliya  Is  commanded  by  the  King 
to  thank  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  copy  of  the 
new  edition,  so  well  got  up.  of  'London  and 
Environs.' " 
"Nothing  better  could  be  wished  for."— 
BTiiish  Weekly. 
"A  brilliant  book.*'— The  Timet. 
"  Most  emphatically  tops  them  aU."— Daily  Qrtvphic 
"Particularly  good."— .4cad«mi/. 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 

LONDON 

AND 

ENVIRONS. 


«tli  EDITION, 

REVISED,  Sa. 

New  mapi  aiui  pUlns. 
C.  COOK  and       24  Maps 
T.  COOK,  M.A.       and  Plans. 

60  IlluBtra. 
tlons. 

Visitors  to  Brighton.  Eastbourne,  Hastings,  Bourne- 
mouth, Exeter,  Sidmouth,  Exmouth.  Teignmouth,  Baw- 
lish,  Torquay,  Paignton,  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  Dart- 
moor, Falmouth,  Penzance,  St.  Ives,  Newquay,  Tmtagel, 
Clovelly,  Bideford,  Ilfracombe.  Lynton,  Minehead, 
Exmoor.  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley.,  Bath.  Weston-super- 
Mare.  Malvern,  Hereford,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llan- 
drindod  Wells, Llangollen,  Bala,  Aber,  Llandudno,CoIwyn 
Bay,  Conway,  Penmaenmawr,  Llanfairfechan,  Bangor. 
Camari'on.  Bettwsycoed,  Snowdon,  Rhyl,  Dolgelly,  Aber- 
ystwyth, Towyn,  Barmouth.  Criecieth,  Pwllheli.  Norwich, 
Yarmouth,  and  the  Norfolk  Broads,  The  Isle  ol  Wight, 
and  Channel  Islands,  should  use 

SASLINGTOir'B  HAITDBOOKB,  la.  laeh, 

Llasoollen  :  Darlinotok  &  Co.         LoMDOM :  Sutruxs. 
New  York  &  Paris  :  Bbentano's. 
Railway  Bookstalls,  and  all  BookseUers. 

PHOTOGRAPHS. —  BeautUuI  Photographs  of 

Scenery,  Ruins,  etc.,  in  Switzerland,   Italy.  Greece, 
Turkey.  Russia,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Palestlns. 
and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Ii.,  la.  6d.,  and  M. 
list  Post  Free. 
OABuaoTOM  fc  Oo.i  .IilangoUm. 
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OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  8.  Fario,  S.  Levenengis,  S.  Fontinalia, 
•nd  Rainbows  :  also  fresh  water  Mollusoa, 
Crufltaoeans,  May  Fly  Eggs,  Larvaa,  &o., 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  Talien.. 

Apptlt — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 


365d.   365d.  365d. 

This  celebrated  POLLACK  BAIT, 

HEARDER'S  No.  365d,  mentioned  by 
Philip  Geen  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
Jane  11,  can  only  be  obtained  wholesale 
or  retail  from  the  Sole  Manufactdrees, 

HEARDER  &  SON, 

i*i:.Y]vrouTH. 

AVOID  IMITATIOKS. 

8€e  "HEARDER,  PLYMOUTH,"  stamped 
on  each  bait. 

Hearder's  "CHALLENGER  "  BAIT,  Ad.  A  5d.  each, 
Post  Id.,  caught  the  record  of  16  curt.  25  lbs.  of 
Pollack  in  THREE  DA  YS  on  three  rods. 


THEAKER'S 

PLAITED  FISHING  LINES  ARE  WELL- 
KNOWN  EVERYWHERE. 


per  100  yards 


ROACH  .. 

Barbel 

PIKB    „  8  6 

Salmon     ...  ,,  4  6 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  line?.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Gnt  for 
Match  fishing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
16  inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6x,  lOrf.  per  doz.  ; 
la  inch  gut,  Id.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Oasts,  fine, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard.  Is.  per  doz. ;  2  yards, 
1$.  id.  per  doz.  ;  3  yards,  3«.  6ci.  per  doz.  Dealer 
In  all  kl  ,ds  of  Baits.  Best  Nottingham  Lob- 
worms and  Bag,  is.  id.  per  1,000.  The  trade 
supplied. 

2,   BROAD    MARSH,  NOTTINGHAM. 


Birkbeck  Bank 

E.STABLISHED  1851. 

21  per  cent.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  Deposit  Accounts  Repayable  on 
Demand. 

2  per  cent.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  Current  Accounts  on  minimum 
monthly  balances  when  not  drawn  below  £100. 

Advances  made  to  Customers,  and  all  General 
Banking  Busiaess  transacted. 

Apply,  C.  F.  RAVBN9CR0FT,  SecreUry, 

Southampton  Buildings,  High  Holborn,  W.C. 


SPROVSTON,  KEI.SO. 

HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Fzhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  beat  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


FISHING  &  SPORTIKG  PROPERTIES, 

Hoases,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 

BEE  THB 

ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agrioulture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Beaulta  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 
Chief  OpncB : 
6.  ST.  BRIDE  STREET.  LONDON,  B.C. 


Now  Ready.     Canvas  Back.     Is.  6d.  net. 


WALTON  and  SOME  EARLIER 


ANQLINQ  WRITERS. 


By  R.  B.  MARSTON  (Editor  "Fishing  Gazette") 


IN 


THE  BOOK  LOVER'S  LIBRARY. 

Edited  by  HENRY  B.  WHEATLEY,  F.S.A. 


The  Book  Lover's  Library  includes  many  able  and  useful  Works  which  have  taken  their 
places  as  authorities  ol  the  subjects  they  have  treated  of ;  some  are  valuable  works  of 
reference,  while  others  of  the  1  ghter  character  have  afforded  entel^inlng  reading  on  book'sh 
subjaots.  The  Book  Lover's  Library  has  had  a  large  sale  am-  ng  collectors  and  bibliographers 
both  in  Bngland  and  America,  and  many  well-known  and  eminent  writers  h«ve  contributed  to 
its  pages.   


London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  1 
And  ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  Paternoster  Row,  «.<;. 


.C. 


For  a  time 

Constipation  and  Indigestion  may 
give  rise  to  nothing  more  serious 
than  a  distressed  feeling  or  discom- 
fort due  to  an  overworked  or 
impoverished  condition  of  the 
Digestive  Organs. 

A  DOSE  OR  TWO  OF 


Worth  a 
Guinea 
a  Box. 


PILLS 


will  easily  put  this  right,  but  if 
neglected — if  the  early  symptoms 
are  disregarded — what  a  burden  of 
illness  and  misery  may  be  the 
consequence. 

Biliousness,  SickHeadache, 
Liver  and  Kidney  Troubles 

are  all  caused  by  some  important 
organ  or  organs  failing  to  do  their 
duty  properly.  No  one  who  values 
life  can  further  neglect  the  warning 
symptoms. 

The  best  and  vnsest,  as  well  as  the 
simplest  plan,  is  to  take  a  course  of 

BEECHAM'S  PILLS. 

6,000,000  Boxes  Sold  Annually. 


Sold  everywhere  in  Boxes,  Is.  IJd. 
(56  pills)  and  2s.  M.  (168  pills). 


THE  SATURDAY 
WESTMINSTER. 


One  Penny. 


A  many-featured  weekly  journal  (16  or  20  large  pages),  of  high 
Hterary  and  general  excellence,  with  all  the  eharaeteristies  of  the 
sixpenny  reviews,  but  containing  in  addition  four  or  five  Cartoons 
by  the  famous  caricaturist.  "F.  C.  G.,"  Fiction  by  clever  writers, 
fascinating  Literary  Problems,  with  prizes  for  their  solution,  and 
various  other  attractions  changing  from  issue  to  issue ;  the  whole 
comprising  a  unique  week-end  periodical  for  lovers  of  good  reading. 


The  SATURDAY  WESTMINSTER  is  published  on  Friday  night  for  circulation 
in  London  and  throughout  the  country  first  thing  Saturday  morning. 

c   INLAND-ls.  Sd.  a  Quarter;   6Si  6d.  a  Year. 
Subscription:   X  ABROAD— 2s.  2d.  a  Quarter;   8s.  8d.  a  Year, 


ADDRESS  .— 


THE  PUBLISHER,  SATURDAY  WESTMINSTER,  TUDOR  ST.,  LONDON,  E.G. 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

JACK  RODS. — Brszed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3*.  9d.  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  6s.  Sd.  to 
108.  6d.  ;  Hickory  or  Mottied  Cane,  16  ft.,  bronze  or  Uerman  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  8i>e'!r,  will  make  Jack  Rod,  10  ft.  6  in.,  12«.  6d.  ;  do.,  double  brazed,  lie.  6d.  to  21«.  6d. 

REBLS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  31  in..  Is.  9d. ;  i  in.,  2s.  6d.  ;  moveable  check,  3^  In.,  a. 
iin.,  5i.  ;  bronze  revolviiig  plate,  check  reels,  3  in.,  6s.  6d.  ;  4  in.,  98.  6d.  Brass,  solid  backs,  3  In.,  28. 6d. 

LINEfi  (waterproof).— Pla  ted  silk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  ilax  Lines, 
20  yaris,  7d.  ;  Tanned,  Sd.  ;  60  yards,  2s.  ;  Cable  Laid  Cord.  60  yards,  lid. 

TRACES  (Gut  or  Gimp).— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d.  ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  &c.— Ryder's,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  2^.  ;  Jardine's,  3d.  ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  lid.  eacb, 
Is.  Sd.  per  doz. 

BAITS. — Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality  ;  Silver  Plated,  from  1*.  ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINE8,  from  Id.  per  yard ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d.  ;  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
Gossamer,  8d.    Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.   AU  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittanae. 

G.  W.  HEMANS(a.  B^urwER)  93,  WANDSWORTH  RD.,  S,W. 

(Nearly  Opposite  Old  Shop). 
 CATALOGUES    POST  FREE.  

TO  FISH  IN  IRELAND. 

By  HI  REQAN. 
WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

New  Edition.      Crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  Bouse,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C, 


nAMAP.F'^  RODS,  REELS,  AND  TACKLE 

"■■'■■inUL  W  FOR  THE  SEILSON^. 


Hickory  General  Rods,  three  tops,  length  12  ft  lO/O 

East  India  Cane  General  Rod,  three  tops,  double  brazed  17/6,  20/0,  22/6 
Ash  Sea  Rods,  with  pulley  end  rings   3/6,  6/6 

THE  "DEAL"  SEA  Rod  . 


OPEN  7  fef:t 


t  i  1  I  % 

WiS^ n^S^^kttlMMiir^mfiii^St      PACKED  5  F? 
Sea  Anglers  are  Invited  to  call  and  Inspect  A.W.  Q.'s  Models,  made  for  and  exhibited  at  the  B.S.A.  Society's  Exhibition. 


Our  Serviceable  Sea  Rod,  East  India  cane,  with  two  greenheart 

tops    12/6 

Bass  Rod,  length  12  ft.,  two  tops,  double  Cork  grip   21/0 

The  Deal  Sea  Rod  (a  departure  in 
rod  making),  one  piece  and  handle, 
action  perfect — 

Made  in  Split  Cane    45/0 

*                    «■    '            ^               „       Greenheart    35/0 

Nottingham  Reels,  with  optional 

check  from  2/9 

^  Sea  Reels,  with  brass  flange,  brass 

lims,  with  optional  check — 

Size,  inches —           4+5  6 

Price        ...      8/3      9/3  12/3 


THE  TISniKO   GAZETTE,  DECEJUJlRIt  .tl,  1904 


"ARCHER"  BRAND 

(KKGLSTKItKI)  TKAUE  MAKK.) 

Tested  Qustlity 

Fish  Hooks  and  Fishing  Tackle 


PATENT 

"ARCHER" 

SPINNERS. 

Made  in  5 
sizes. 


PATENT  "ABBEY  MILLS"  SPINNERS.  For  Pilce,  Salmon,  and  Trout. 


"ARCHER"  JARDINE  DETACHABLE  LEADS  (NON-SLIPPING). 


Made  in  11  sizes.       Rcgrd.  229933. 


W  BARTLEET  &  SONS, 


26  Gold  and 
Prize  Medals 
awarded. 


>'    ABBEY  IMILLS,  REDDITCH. 

LoNHON  Hoi  SK  : 


122,  (WOOD   STREET,  E.G. 

Obtainable  oitli)  tlirouffh  iDealers. 


MILWARD'S  TACKLE. 

SEA  ANGLING 

is  at  its  Heig:ht. 

iThere  is  much   to  be   gained   by  115^^ 
reliable  and  up=to=date  Tackle. 


Have  you]  seen  our  latest  introductions? 

THE  "DEAL' 
SEA  iSODS, 

in  Split  Cane  and  in  Greenheart. 


HY.IVIILWARD&  SONS,  LTD., 


REOI3ITCH. 


ANDERSONS' 

^  T(ANDERSPN,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd.i 

BOOTS  &WADERB 


FOR  FISHIN^O. 


THE  NEW  "BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION  WADING  BOOTS,  1902  PATTERN. 


)lei;i)inim!ii(led  for  Ii.in!  wear. 
Made  ill  iinrNo.  1  fJoiii  Meilal 
(Quality,   with  liijfh  leatlioi- 
ItiDniifs  attiiclieil  (iinjiroved 
l>atteni). 
Price  65/-  per  pair, 
(Welglil  aliout  5  11).) 


THE  '  QUARTERDECK"  BOOT. 

PURE  RUBBER.  I.eatlier  lined,  leather 
feet  and  soles.    Price  52/6  per  pair  for  all 
stock  sizes,  j 


"P.O.  Steam  Navigation  Co., 

"■S.S.  'Oceana,' Jan.  20,  1891. 
"Sirs — I  have  much  pleasure  in  testify- 
ing to  the  excellence  of  the  '  tjiiarterdeek ' 
Boots  bought  from  yon  some  months  ago. 
They  are  light,  warm,  well-ventilated,  so 
that  they  do  not  draw  oi'  make  the  feet 
tender,  perfectlj  watertight,  and,  to  my 
mind^  the  most  excellent  of  water-hoots. 

"P.  S.  TOMLIX,  Commander." 


Every  pair 
hraiitied 
thus  on  Sole 
ANDERSONS 

LONDON 
'BUCKLAND 
WADERS ; 

without 
which  none 
are  genuine. 


ANDERSONS' 
IMPROVED  "NON-SUPPING" 
PIKE  BOOTS. 

Best  Rubber,  with  Specially 
Grooved  Soles,  Felt  Lined. 
Price  27/6  per  pair. 

For  Ladies,  21/-  per  pair. 


"  These  boots  are  absolutely  water- 
proof, and  being  lined  with  felt, 
they  are  the  most  comfortable  and 
warm  to  wear  that  we  have  ever 
tried  ;  then  they  are  so  easily  put 
on  and  taken  off,  and  so  easily  cleaned, 
that  it  is  no  wonder  there  is  a  large 
sale  for  them."  — R.  B.  MARSTON, 
Fishiiu;  Gazette,  Dec.  22,  1900.  j 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Gold  Sledal  Qualities,  31/6, 

27/6,  and  24/6  per  jiair. 
Nos.  4  and  5,  ordinary  tiualities,  19,  6  and  15/6. 

FISHING  TROUSERS. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Gold  Medal  Qualities, 
49/6,  42/-,  37/6. 
Nos.  4  &  5,  Ordinary  Qualities,  32/6  and  25/-. 


ANDERSONS,  LTD,,  The  Anglers'  Waterproofers, 


City  ,  ,  . 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C, 


West  End  .  .  . 
58  &  59,  CHARING  CROSS,  S.W 


Printed  by  William  Clowks  &  Sons,  Limited,  Duke  Sdeet,  Stamford  Street,  London,  S.E.,  and  Published  by  THE  FlSHINO  GAZBITB,  Limited, 

Bt.  DuDstan'g  Uouse,  I'ctter  Lane,  London,  E.C.   December  31,  1904. 
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